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THE Lawns were dryinEuston_Park; 
( 1-Iere Truth inspires my Tale) 
The lonely footpath, still and dark, 
Led_ over Hill and Dale . 

Benighted was an ancient D am.e, 
. Andfearfu.l haste she made 
To g-ain the vale o£Fake:nham, 
Andhailits Willow shade~ 
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Her footsteps knewno idle stops, 
Bu.tfollow'dfaster still; 
Andecho'd to the darksome Copse 
_Thatwhisper'don the Hill; 
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Where clanirons Rooks,yet scarcely husHd, 
Bespoke apeopled shade; 
Andmany a wing the £oliage brusb.'d, 
And.hov'ring-- circuits made. 







The·da,ppL d herdof grazing- Deer 
Iliat so11g1.1-t the Shades byday, 
~ o ·.r st' ... te dfromherpathwith£ear, 
And l-:,·a.:ve tl ... e S trang--er way. 



Darker it grew; and darker fears 
Carne o'er her troubleclmind; 

Whennow, ashortquick step she hears 
Collle patting close behind. 







She turn'd;it stopt~ ... nought could she see 
Upon the gloomy plain~ 
But,as she strove the Sprite to flee, 
She heard the same again. 
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Now terror seiz'd her qualringframe; 
For, where the path was bare, 
Th.e trotting Ghostkeptonthe sam.e1 
She mutter'd n'l.any a pray'r. 
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Yet once again,amidsther fright, 
She tried what sig-ht could do; 

When through the cb.eatinK glooms of night, 
AMONSTER too din view. 
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Reg-ardless ofwhate~er she felt, 
Itfollow,d down the plain! 
She own'dher sins~anddown she knelt, 
And said her pray'rs again. 
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Then on sb.e sped: and Hope grew strong, 
The white park gate in view; 
Which pushing- hard, so long it swung · 
Th_at GHOSTanaallpass'dthrough .. 



Loudfell the gate against the post~ 
Her heart-strings like to crack: 
Fo=Gmnchshe£ear·dthe grisly ghost 
Wouldleap upon her back. 
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Stillon,pat,pat, the Goblin -went, 
As it haddoT1e before: ... 
H er streng,th and resolution spent 
She fainted at the door. 



Out came her Hus b and,;much surpris' d: 
Out came her Daughter dear: 
Good-natur'd Souls! all unadvis' d 
Of what they had to £ear. 







The Candle's gleam_ pierc'd throughthenight, 
Some short space o'er the green; 
And there the little trotting- Sprite 
Distinctly mig-b.tbe seen . 
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An ASS's FOAL hadlostits Dam_ -
Within the spacious Park; · 
And simple as the playful lamb, 
Had follow'd_ iu the dark. 

No Goblin he; no imp of sin: 
No crimes hade-verknown. 
They took the Sha~g-y stranger in, 
And rear,d him_ as their own. 
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His little hoofs would rattle round 
Upon the Cottage floor: 
TheMatronlearn'd to love the sound 
Thatfrightend her before . .. 
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Afavorite the Ghost became; 
Ancl, 'twas · his fate to thrive: 
Andlongheliv'd and spreadhis fame, 
Andkeptthejoke alive. . 
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