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HAMPSHIRE TRAGEDY:

"4 TRUE STORY.

C OME all ye maidens and draw near; .
A doleful Seng I fing,
A Song that proves, as you fhall hear,

A Lie’s a fearful thing. -

In Hampthire once there chancd td dwell,
Near Meonftoke’s little town, |
A farming man, who profper'd well;

- An honed&t courtry clown,
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It was but little he poffefs'd,
‘But then he was coﬁtent}

He knew no want, could treat a gueft;

* And’paid his flender rent.

By honeft induftry and thrife -
He féy’d a little ftore; ¢
And thanking God for e.vq_ry gift,’

He made that little more.

And now, {o lofty was his Rate,
He hir'd a fervant maid;
Who learning well on him'to wait, .

In truth was duly paid.

One hundred pounds, a mighty fum, |
He now had fav’d in all ;
~And hid it, left fome thief fhould come,

Safe in his kitchen wall,
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- At length, advancing far in years, -
He calmly view'd his end ;.
For he need never fhrink thh fears oo

Whofe Maker is his friend,
Long time a prey to dire dif¢afé,. |
Stretch’d on his bed he/lay;.

His fervant faw him ill at eale,

And nurs’d himl night and da,y.

Thﬁn Sata_n, who-,like beaﬁ of- Prgy,
¢ Seeks w_hdm he may deyour,” _
Did tempt this fervant maid fo gay,

All in an evil hour. Ak

He led her firft to fee the {pot
Where lay this hidden pelf;.
Then bid her form the wicked plot

To take it for herfelf, s i D
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~ He whifper'd in her willing ear,
¢ Go make it all your own;

Forfince your mafter’s death is near,

’ .
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It never can be known

At once the wxcked girl obey
And fear’d no future 111

Oh, ftupid, ﬁnfull, filly maid!
Shé dreamt not of a Wil]..

" But had fhe thought of Him, whofe eyc »
Sees all the deeds of man
In vain the Tempter had drawn nigh,

And urg'd his wicked plan.

The love of gain had wari)’d her foul,
And drawn her quite away;
To Sagan thus, that Tempter foul,

- Bt fell an eafy prey,
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Her mafter dies; but firft he lea;ics bl
By will this hundred pound ;
Tells where ’twas hid, for feé.rﬁof | thieves,

Anid "twould be furely found.

Then went his friends and feirch’d_ the chinkg

With clofe and cunning eye;
"Twas goné——bu_t nbbody could think
 Which way the pélf could fly. %

At length the neighbours turn'd a thought
To this unhappy maid;
They fearch’d her box, the thicf] ‘was_caught,

For there the wealth was laid.

Then, then alas! fhe vow’'d and fwore,
Appealing oft to Heav'n, »
That by her Maiter long before

This {fum was frecly givn.
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Dire curfes oft, with forehead bold,
She call'd down on her head i

And prayd if any. lie fhe told
That Gop would ﬁmke her dead
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She fpoke-—and ftrait the fentence pafs’d
" A fentence ﬁrange i rare e
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At once the anr breath d her Iaﬁ
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For Heav'n dxd hear her prayer. '.

The friends around beheld with fear
The wretchéd firiner full
Forc'd in God’s prefence to appear

At his moﬂt’ awful caﬁ

And now let us, who ftill are }e'ft,/' _
Take warnifig; obd 4nd young:%

O, letus h‘ate the fin of theft, '
And dread a lying tohgue. -

¢ HE END.



