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TRAVELS

THROUGH THE

TWO LOUISIANAS, &e.

CHAP. L.

DEPARTURE FROM BOURDEAUX.—BANKS OF NEWFOUND-
LAND—COD FISHERY—ARRIVAL AT THE BAY OF SANDY
HOOK.—NEW YORK.—~PROMENADES.—PUBLIC BUILD-
INGS.— MARKLETS.— YELLOW FEVER.—COMMERCE,~
RELIGION.—CUSTOMS,—EDUCATION, &'C.

I LEFT Bourdeaux on the 14th of August, 1801, and em-
barked in the Oliver, merchantinan, of the United States, com-
manded by Captain Coucklin.  We set sail on the following day
with a fresh and favourable wind, which in a short time carried
us out of sight of the coast. Occupied with the thoughts of
France, which I now quitted for the first time, I kept my eyes
fixed on the shore, until, confused with the clouds, it entirely
disappeared. ' :

I afterwards began to direct my attention to my fellow-tra-
vellers. They were twenty-five in number, and most of them
were bound for St. Domingo, where they hoped to collect the
wrecks of their fortunes, and regain their plundered habitations,
Every thing induces me to believe that they have unhappily met
with death in that place where they were going to seek what
contributes so much to the happiness of life.

Some travellers fatigue their readers with minute accounts
of the variations of the barometer and the winds; but I shall
only observe, that these were visible in the appearance and be-
haviour of the passengers, who, being young and unaccustomed
to the sea, elevated their hopes to excess, or depressed them
with the same facility, according as the changes of the weather
were cither favourable or adverse.

After a month’s sail we arrived at the banks of Newfoundland,
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4 DU LAC’Ss TRAVELS.

where we experienced a calm for twenty-four hours. 1 took
this opportunity to go on board a fishing-vessel, which was
within cannon-shot of us. A Flemish sailor, whom I met with,
related to me the manner of turning this fishery to the greatest
advantage,

“ Those,” said he, ¢ who wish to render this fishery lucra-
tive, arrive on the banks during the first fortnight of Juue,
having on board a numerous crew, and a number of boats pro-
poitioned to the size of their vessels. Each boat carries four
or five men, among whom the business of the fishery is di-
vided. One baits the hook and casts the line into the sea, ano-
ther draws it up, a third detaches the cod, while the others
clean them, cut off their heads, and take out their tongues.
When the boat is full, which, in plentiful years, happens fre-
queutly during one day, they bring 1t to the vessel, where others
recelve the fish, salt it, and store it in the hold, in which situaticn
it becomes flattened and partly dried.” T myself was a witness
of these operations, which are executed by the fishermen with
admirable dexterity.

This fishery, hefore the war, was the school which furnished
our best sailors. The laborious life which they lead, the bad
nourishment, the intemperance of the weather, and the violence
of the winds, alinost continual in these latitudes, so accustom them
to hardships and fatigue, that the government have granted par-
ticular protection and encouragement to this commerce.

After the captain bad made his observations, we quitted the
banks of Newfoundland on the 17th of September. A favour-
able wind was carrying us towards our destination, and we had
already passed the dangers of Nantucket, when the formidable
north-west blasted all our hopes. The stream in which we found
ourselves bore us to the east, and after having tacked six whole
days, we were sixty miles farther from land than when the wind
had changed. At last, in 2 few days, it changed again, and carried
us within sight of the coast. We were in hourly expectation of
the pilots, when a thick fog sudidculy arising, obscured the land,
which we had contemplated with so much pleasure. A most
violent north wind now left the captain in doubt what course to
take; whether to enter without a pilot, or steer back into the
main. The fear of the equinoxial winds induced him to adopt
the former resolution, aithough not without great danger. With
the plummet in his hand, and by the assistance of an old sailor,
who had piloted before in these latitudes, he executed his desigu
with as much success as prudence.

At the moment we were entering Sandy Hook, the fog sud-
-denly disappeared. Directed by au elevated tower, on the top
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i which fires are lighted every uight for the security of ships,
we, without trouble or danger, cast unchor, and were sheltered
from the wind, which blew all night with urcommon violence.

T am ignorant whether the land after a long vovave appears
more beautiful than it really is; but T am certain that the sight of
Sandy Hook made me experience novel and delightful sensations.
The verdure of the swrrounding hills, the neatness and elegance
of the houses, the apparent fertility of the earth, the number of
ships entering and depurting ; in short, every thing pleased and
astouished me. { passed ‘the rest of the duvin contemplating
this charming landscape, and in discoursing with my fellow-tya-
vellers on the new country which we were goinz to visit.

A lantern affixed to the top of cur inain-mast, announced to
the pilots that we were in want of thetr ussistanee ; and the npext
day, by sun-rise, we received one on board. The north wind,
which continued to blow, although withi less violence, obliged us
to tack for two hours, and pass from the bay of Sandy Hook to
that of New York. The entry of this bayv is so bound by the
two points of land which form 1t, that a few pieces of canuon
planted ou the shores would prevent the approach of shins of
all descriptions. If the United States have neglected this pre-
caution, 1t must be attributed to the great security in which
they live with respect to tic powers of Europe.

At ten o'clock we arrived before a fine hospital, distant rine
or ten miles from New York. licre the physician appeloted to
inspect the ships, resides.  "Those in which he finds any sick are
obliged to perforn a quarantiie proporticned to the tuture of
the sickness,  As we were all in good Lenlth, the doctor’s ¢3¢
was not long.  He cougrainluted us on our good appuirance,
drank a glass of Madeira wine, and returned to s house, having
given the captain a certificate of bealth for Limsclf and all his
company. Scarcely had we set sail again when ~cvirol jour-
nalists arrived, anxious to reccive the latest news from Lcop
We delivered to them all the papers we were i possession of
and, as an acknowledgment, they received such of the passenges
on board as were desirous of gomg on shore. I was wnong this
number; for being much wenkened Lo the sen-sivkuess, 1 de
sired to regain an element on which I chould be able to recover
my health and strength. At length, after a short sail, [ arrived
at the land of liberty, the ouly place perhaps in the civilised
world where people ficclv communicate their thoughts witheut
dread of the laws, which only restrain calumny ; and where the
powerful man is no more than the plain citizen, who more strictly
owes an account of lis public and private conduct to cocicty.
Happy people, if they know how to render themselves worthy of
this liberty without abusing it !

-
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6 DU LAC’S TRAVELS.

New York, one of the most ancient cities of North America,
is, without dispute, the finest both for its situation anfi its build-
ings. lts population has been almost doubled within these
twelve year -, and at present amounts to sixty !housand_, for th_e
most part of English, Scotch, and lrish origin. It is to this
superiority of situation that this city owes the preference, which
most strangers who visit the United States give it.  Placed at
the entrance of two rivers, in which the largest ships can navigate
at all seasons of the vear, it has an wvaluable advantage over the
other American ports. The number of ships of ull burthens,
with which these rivers are filled, give to a truveller the mo- en-
larged ideas of the aciisity avd wdustry of the mbabitants. By
unremitted diligence they have risen from indigence to a degree
of opulence difficult to be concuived.  Mouey, so scarce after
the war carried on for their independence, is at preseut abun-
dant, and the articles of European manufacture are in profusion,
and at a low price. The houses, formerly built of wood, have
been replaced by others of stoue or brick ; and the apartments,
without extravagance, are furnished with every thing that is
agreeable or useful. :

The public buildings announce the wealth of the community
and the churches, that of the societies to which they belong.
The streets are broad and furnished with footways, which are re-
gularly lighted at night. 'The markets are well provided, and
remarkable both for their regulation and neatness. The fish-market
is particularly so for the quality and diversity oi the species, both
of the river and the ocean, which are sold at a cheap rate.

The custom-house, the court of justice, the state-prison, and
the poor-houses, are so many superb and well proscived build-
ings. ‘Tle guildhall, which is small and in a bad situation, 1s
to be rchuilt on a more magnificent plan in a better quarter of
the towu. T'te acuivity displayed in this country in the erection
of public buildings is o great, that it is thought before the end
of 1805 this edifice will be entirely fiunished.

New York has two public promenades, the one n the centre
of the city, the other at the peint of union of the two rivers,
both little frequented.  Walking docs not secin-an amusement to
this industiious people. The merchants seek recreation in the
country on Bundays. As for the Amcrican ladies, they prefer
walking in the prmcipal street, whose broad and commodious
footwavs are ornamented with beauvtiful trees, and where they
enjoy the pleaswe of beholding the elegant shops which line it.

The premeuade on the seasshore 1s called The Battery, since
the government, territicd by the mcuaces of Yrance, have been
obliged to adopt means for its saltv. At that time they planted
there thisty tweaty-tour pounders, which they latend o remove
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on the conclusion of a treaty of peace. Two cross batteries
were also constructed on two small islands a litile distant, m
order to prevent any approach to the city; so greatly do this
people dread a government without principles or moderation.

Most of the merchants or proprietors of vessels have docks,
in which their ships are defended from the tide and the winds.
These docks, which are of great advautage to commerce, are
extremely prejudicial to the health of the city. They are in the
greatest number on the river towards the east, which 1s the
most mercantile, and at the same time the most unhealthy part
of New York.

That epidemic disease so generally known by the name of the
vellow fever, constantly manifests itself here ; which seems to
oppose the population of the cities of this continent, and to cou-
spire against the prosperity of their inhabitants, As scon as the
first symptoms discover themselves, the cities are almoest de-
serted, the shops are shut, and the public buildings abandoned.
Even the exchange is forsaken, and every individual who possesses
the means of subsistence, employs them to escape the contagion.
If ambition and averice cannot determine the Americans to brave
the yellow fever, it may easily be imagined that sentiments of
friendship, attachment, or love, would not be able to detain them :
the men approach with fear; fathers, and even mothers them-
selves, refuse assistance to their children, and forget their af-
fection; children abandon their parents; in a word, the fear
and horror which this disease inspires break the most sacred ties
of society, and cause all ideas of humanity to vamish. The sick are
left to the care of negroes, who seem privileged from the effects
of the contagion, and who often dispatch the patient in order to
get possession of his property; certain to escape punishment
when the courts are shut and the officers fled.  Notwithstanding
the opinion of the inhabitants of the United States, [ am induced
to attribute it to the dirtiness of some parts of the city, but
principally to the merchants’ docks, or wharts, in which, tiil
lately, no outlet was contrived for the accumulated filth ; which,
acted upon by the intense heats of August and September, pro-
duces those mephitic efluvia which are so unfavourable to life.
Experience is found to confirm this opinion. The inhabitants
nearest the river on the east, are always first attacked by il
contagion; while those on the river, to the north, where there
are fewer docks, and the strects wider and better atred, seldoin
feel its dreadini effects.  F'he obstinacy of individuals respecting
the causes of this discase, has not prevented the government from
taking those mcasures which prudence required. The ccnstruc-
tion of the docks has been altered. New York has already ex-
perienced the advantages of this wise resolution, which probubly



8 DU LAC'S TRAVELS.

will be adopted in all the maritime cities of the United States,
that alone are depopulated by this disease. At a time when
many parts of Europe are in dread of -a disease, the very men-
tion of which inspires terror, I think I ought to make known its
principal symptoms, aud thus afford pm_fessional men the means
of supporting the ~pirits and dimivishing the evils of society.
Being attacked myself, when on my j.. -2 « to New Orleans,
1 learned from my French physician, that in  complaint had all
the appearance of the yellow fever, but such as often occurs
when the blood is pure and the season favourable.

It is difficult to discover the reason of its acquiring the name
vellow feer®,  The most probuble conjectures arc derived from
the exic’. e of an epidemic disease, nearly of the same nature,
which appeared in the same parts of the new werld during the
great heats of the summer of 1745. At that time the maritime
cities, although less inbabited and botter aired, alome felt its
effects. It left the patients who swrvived in a state of great de-
Hititr, and during the tedious period of their convalescence they
had @ yellow look and a languid ccuntenance.

Every person attacked by the yellow fever experiences lassi-
tude, and u violent pain in the kidneys. A severe headach ac-
companies this first symptom, which precedes the fever some
hours. Soon after the mouth becomes parched, and the respiration
ilicalt, the tongue thickens, and becomes, together with the
whole interior of the mouth, of a black colour, similar to extra-
vasated blood: to these symptoms delirium succeeds, and tl:c pa-
tient is violently agitated, and would destroy himself if not
prevented. When spitting of thick and black blood commences,
wflammation of the eyes, repletion and rupture of the vessels,
there rematn no longer any hopes of recovery; the patient sinks
into a stupor and dies. In two days the discase arrives at its
crisis ; but death does not ensue, 1n general, until the fourth. At
the end of this period, if a gentle perspiration comes on, and
the appetite returits, a prompt recovery Is certaim,

A great question, at present, among medical men is, whether
it is contagious or not? Some pretend that it is certainly
contagious, and that the least intercourse is suflicient to commu-
nicate it; others, on the contrary, say, that it may be contagious,
but only to those of particular habits, or that an assemblage of
different causes conjomned with the intercourse is required ; and
if these causes are absent, however great the intercourse, there
will be nothing to dread. Without involving myself in a

* It is certain the patient never assumes a ycllow appearance; the eyes
are only affected as in any other violent tever.
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discussion too far beyond my abilities, I shall relate facts,
leaving professional men to draw conclusions from them. This
disorder confines its rivages to the sea-coust, and there is no
instance of its having been propagated in the couutiy.

In the summer of 1764, which deprived Plnlade]phn of
nearly one-sixth of its population, one house in the country, less
than a mile distant from the city, was the retreat of twenty-four
families, who all escaped the infection. At Now York they
have never scen it extend beyond the rivers, although great num-
bers of sick arc daily crossing them, seeking a purer air.

I am unable to determine whetlier my account of it will be of
any utility ; but if the discase which wiilicts some parts of Eu-
rope, be the same which has ravaged for some vears the mari-
time cities of America, it is an atrocious act of cruelty to shut
against those wlho are infected the road to the country, whither
they may go without mjury to socicty.—1I xay, that to sacrifice
whole villages, o deliver up their inhabitants to despair, in de-
barring them every means of escaping death, without being cer-
tain of their infecting others, 15 a crime worthy only of lhose
barbarous ages from which we believe ourselves so far removed.
And, lastly, if the American government had followed this plan,
its finest cittes would have been destroyed, and its richest posses-
sions ruined.

The commerce of the United States is certainly considerable.
Like that of Holland, it has risen from the ruins of nations
engaged in war; and conscquenty will not, after peace in Eu-
rope, display the same activity.

Since the establishmeut of their independence, the United
States have, by the wisdom of their government, acquired a de-
gree of prosperity and power which has already been regarded
by some E Juropean natious with envy.

New York principally furnshes the West Indian colonies with
provisions. Sugar, cotton, indigo, coffee, and, in short, all the
produce which thev receive in payment, Is exported in their ships
to Lurope, and exchanged for territorial produce or manufuctures,
which they erther bring back to the colonies, or to the United
States, for consumption. DBesides this, England and France
have, m those vears of scarcit_\; with which they have been af-
flicted, found resources from this rising and industrious people.
The excessive price of provisions in those dreadful times, hus
driven many from Europe to America.

Besides the export-trade, New York possesses an estremely
valuable branch of indnstry.  The building of ships will for a long
time be u source of wealth and prosperity, "The gocduess of

e LA B
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the materials, and tLe skill of the workmen, render them the
best in the world.

Without foretelling its future grandeur, I shall only observe,
the whole town is in motion: the workshops resound with the
noise of the workmen; ships constantly arrive from all parts of
the world: indeed, the opulence of this rising state cannot better
be described than by comparing it with ancient Tyre, which all
contemporary authors have represented as the queen of commerce,
and the sovereign of the seas.

1 should have viewed with greater pleasure the prosperity of
this beautiful citv, if my mind, vet lamenting the situation of
France, had not been obliged to draw the sad compariion.
The shattered condition of -our ships, with which the sca was
formerly covered, but which are now rotting in our ports; the
misery of our commercial citics, compared with the opulence
of this; every thing, m short, made me ardently desire peace,
which alone can restore wealth and prosperity to Irance.

In XMew York, as in .t other provinces of the United
States, the laws are weak, and are often made the source of
great abuse.  'This assertion is confirmed by the areat number
of bankruptcies which occur every day; more from hnuvery
than the cousequence of real misfortune.  As counmerce in-
creases, those luws will be rendered mose eflficucicus. The
state of New York has already adopted some usvftl regulations,
and the government will stop oulv at that point where too great
sevirity would oppose the good of society and its true intcrests.

In a country where population consists of people who have
emigrated from diderent nations, difterent modes of religion
must be tolerated; in the United States all are equally protected
by the govermment. Each sect luas a separate place of worship,
in which its followers asscmble without dread of molcstation.
Fifty-three christian sects are rechoned in the United States.
Sew ones are daily springing up, and it is impossible to say
where the number will stop. )

The greater part of the inlubitants of New York profess the
reformed religion.  A*Frenchmun camiot, without having heen
a witness, form an idea of the decornm which reicus in their
clu}r(‘hcﬁ._ To talk or langh in them would be a want of resprect,
which, if it produced the least disturbance, becomes puuishable.
Amony all the seets (the Jews exeepted) Sunday is particularly
devoted to the ofiices of religion.  On that day all business is
suspended, and ali public amusements forbidden.  Every person
ouly goes from home to the house of praver, three times a day,
except the Rn'm.;m catholics, who have only two scivices.  Fhe
slethodists, Universalists, and others, being fewer hore than at
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Philadelphia, I shall defer an account of them until iy visit
to that city. Notuwithstanding this wonderful diversity, it has
never produced either trouble or discontent in the state.

If there is any thing surprising in the great number of reli-
gtous, the difference of our customs and those of this place will
not be less so.  Amonyz us, girls are separated from boys from
their infancy, and kept under the inspection of their mothers or
governesses.  Here the two sexes pass their youth without any
distinction, attend the same schools, and receive the same in-
structions.  When they have completed their education, which
generally happens about their twelfth or thirteenth year, they are
not more restrained. 'Their school-fellows and acquaintances
are permitted to visit them; aud when love succeeds to fricnd-
ship, far from concealiug their sentiments, they declare them with
a frankness which characterises an ungoverned and unrestrained
mclination. Those ladies most distinguished by their fortunes
or the rank of their parents, walk alone with their lovers,
without deriving any -thing from such conduct injurious to their
reputation,

The education of youth is simple, and ill calculated to render
them learned ; no efforts of genius, which have so much distin-
guished the inhabitants of the mother country, have yet appeared
i the United States. 'Their studies are confined to reading,
writing, and arithmetic: some are instructed in the rudiments of
Greek and Latin, but so superficially that there is seldom any
one found who retains the least remembrance of them. 'The
people are commercial, and all their thoughts are directed to
the acquirement of wealth, which almost alway stifles the love of
polite literature and the abstract scicnces. The accomplish-
ments of music, dancing, and painting, were unknown until
some time ago they were introduced by the I'rench.

CHAD. 1.

NEWARK.—INVIRONS OF NEWARK.—TFALLS OF THE PAIS-
SAIC.— EXCURSION TO NEW JERSEY.~— ELIZABLTH-
TOWN.«—CREOLE WOMUEN—BRUNSWICK.—TRENTON ,—
ARRIVAL AT PHILADELYUILA,

{RTFTER a residence of some weeks 1 quitted New York,

wicre symptoms of the yellow fever appeared.  The season, al-

thoueh far advanced, continued excessively hot.  The know-

ledee which I bad acquired of the treatment of the Americans,

even to persons who are the dearest to them ; the fear of the

hospital, to which strangers are sent without distinction; the
Y
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dreadful character of the dwease; every .th‘mg mduced me to
seck some place \\:hcrc 1 might, if pns\-;l)wz escape the con-
tilgi()n- I\'e\vark, m J(rrse_y.’ was ﬂ.]e }"fz}t I fixed lll)pl]. This
little town, or rather large village, 1s the most beautiful T have
ever seen.  'Fhe houses, although of \\00(1,‘ are elegantly con-
«tructed, and all the inhabitants scem to enjoy the comforts of
life. .

The number of inhabitants at Newark is about two thousand,
almost all Presbyterians. There isalso a meeting of Anabaptists ;
but 1 seldom ever saw twenty-five people assembled.  The Pres-
byvterian church rivals all others at New York, by its size and
the elewance of its steeple. The Episcopalian church, which is
much smaller, is carefully kept In repair.

Situated on a pleasaut declisity of a hill, «which commands a
vast plain, Newark, celebrated for the salubrity of its air and the
hospitality of its inhabitants, attracts a ereat number of strangers,
especially wheu people are obliged to tiv from the city. There
is scarcely a house which does not contain some. This inter-
course occasioned entertainments, at some of which I assisted,
Iess from the love of pleasure than from the de~ire of judging of
the character of the Americans. At the tirst sound of an in-
strument, that indolence and apathy, which secm to characterise
both sexes, are seen no more. The most sprightlv country
dances are preferred. Inthese moments they appear to the most
advantage. Naturally beautiful and fair, the Amcricans are
destitute of that vivacity and expression of countenance without
which beauty is but 2 body without a soul. Passing an uniform
life, they are only lively when excited by pleasure, orany violent
emotion; and then they are, as it were, unlike themselves. With-
out doubt, they are far from possessing the grace and elegant
motions of the I'rench ladies; but they display, in their attitudes
and behaviour, an appearance which gives rise to sentiments which
camnot be suppressed.  The girls go to entertainments without
their l}lothe.rs, who are seldom present, and who remain at home
occupted with their other childven, or in their household affairs.

. During my ~tav at New ark, I viewed its environs, and par-
ticularly the banks of the river Paissaie, on which the village
15 built. The country is carefully cultivated ; and although the
lzi'neis are of a sandy and inferior quality, thev are sold at a very
Bial price. Desirous of not feavins any thing worthy of atten-
tention lfnobservcd, L visited the falls of the viver Paissaic, which
2'1|‘c considered the greatew curiosity of the province.  The vil-
rge of Patterson, which is on i borders, is seventeen miles
msl;‘.nl‘from‘.\\-\\‘nrk. The road is oue of the most beautiful in
the United States; the vumber of country seaty, and the cultuss

{
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of the hill on the opposite bank, contributes much to its embel-
lishment.  Many villages through which I pussed possessed no-
thing particularly worthy of remark: the hiouses are well built,
and the land i general well enttivated 5 the articies of consump-
tion are received from NMew York in exchange for timber and
tire-wood.

Having anived at Patterson, which probably owes its existence
to the number of visitors which the falls attract, I, with some
others led by the same curtosity as myself, took a survey of them.
They are seventy feet in height, and during the summer months
present a grand and majestic appearance. Fhore are m the town
a cotton manufactory, built at a great cxpouce, but deserted for
want of sufficient funds; a handsome paper-mill, and an aca-
demy.

On our return to the inn, the Tandlord presented to us a hook,
in which 1t is customary for strangers to write their names,
and 1 the first page 1 perceived those of Washington and
his lady.  Many persons have added some remarks, conformable
to the impression which this picturesque place has made upon
them.

A few days subsequent to my journey to Patterson, T was in-
vited to make an excursion to the interior of Jersev. 1 was told
that the fumily I was going to visit inhabited the richest district
of that province; and that the adjaccut country merited the at-
tention of a curious observer. We set out on the second of
November, and passed through the beauiiful town of Spring-
field, the principal place in the county of Essex. Tlie little
spring, from which it derives its name, suppliesall the vear pure
and fertilising water  ‘The meadows through which it passes
furnishes hay of the best quality in abundance. Turkey and Bed-
minster, the former distant five and the latter six miles from
Springfield, present nothing remarkable. The lands on each
side of the road, to a great distancc, are cultivated with care;
and the numerous well-built habitations prove the opulence and
industry of their cultivators.  The principal commerce of these
little countries consists in salted provisions, which, being sent to
the markets at Trenton, Brunswick, or New York, are exported
to the West Indies. Theroad from Turkey to Bedminster, the
distance of four miles, presents the most charming prospect ima-
ginable. Witzted on an agreeable declivity, it commands an
immense country surrounded with wood, and in every respect
stmilar to the comuty of Lssex n England, whose heights pre-
sent a view of scven different counties.  Minebrook, where we
remained, is a village clegantly built. Tts situation is picturesque,
and the (:ality of the circumjacent lauds is superior to any that
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I had hitherto scen. Tt 1s cultivated by negroes, who are treated
with kinduess and humanity.

After havine passed some days in visiting this beautiful coun-
tiv, L retwned to Newark.  The north-west winds, which are
in these countries extremely cold, had arrested the progress of
the villow fever. The merchants returned to their business,
and the workmeon to their labours 5 I proposed, therefore, to con-
tinue iy travels.

O the seventh of November T set out for Elizabethtown, a
beautiful little place, scventecn miles distant from Newark. It has,
since the troubles i the West Ludics, affcrded a retreat to mauny
inhabitants of St. Domro and Guadaloupe, who came to seek
au a-ylm in this part of the continent. The apparent tranquillity
of these islands bhas mduced many of them to return to their
former habitations 5 but the miore prudent part, or those who
have other resources, huve deferred their departure to more
happy times.  Eliaabethtown, situated on a small river which
flows iuto the bay of New York, is the most agreeable part of
Jessev.  Lts population is not greater thau that of Newark; and
its inhabitants almost all profess the reformed and Presbyv-
terian religions.  Ifuch sect has a church, well built, and care-
fullv kept in repair.

i bad an opportunity, during my stay at Elizabetbtown, of
being present at some Irench parties, where I was enabled to
judoe of the character and disposition of the Creole women.
ldleness, supineness, and levity, seem to constitute the basis of
their pleasures.  The slowness of their speaking, their embar-
vassed countenances, their love of ease, and their repeated yawn-
ings, may appear amiable in the sight of thore men who have
been accustomed to such graces from their infancy, but a French-
man must endure much in such company before he can derive
any pleasure.

SNotwithstanding the pressing invitations that I received from
v {rrends, with whom { had spent some agreeable days at 17ii-
cabethtowyn, ©set out for Brunswick on the 11th of November.
! hiad for my companion an old soldier, who had fought agaiust
the dependence of the United States, under the command of
Lord Cornwallis, aud had remained there since the peace. llie
showed me two thickets on the road, where the two armies had
Leen cncamped for 1aany days, aud atsome little distance a plain
where they had bad more bioody work,  To my regret he left me
at Briduetown, seven miles distant. from Elizabethitown. This
place iy enly remarkeble frem ibe number of its bridges; it is
aimost euntirely suriounded by the river Rosway, which has an
opening wto the bav of Sandy ook, The road from Bridge-
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town to Bruuswick is less pleusant, and in worse repair.  The
country is poor and badly cultivated; and the numerous forests
of pine-trees discover the barrenness of the land.

Brunswick, at which I arrived in five hours, is situated on a
hill, the foot of which is watered by the river Rantin, over
which a handsome wooden bridge has been constructed. It is’
necessary to observe, that almost all the biidges have been bailt
by companies, which, for a certain term of vears, recelve a toll
appomtod Ly the government to reimburse them, and to sup-
port the repairs which are requisite. .\t the expiration of this
term, the tolls are reduced so as to be sufficient only for theiv
repe ir.

‘the population of Brunswick amounts to about three thou-
sand. The greater part are Presbyterians; and lLutely the Me-
thodists have erected a church. The commerce of gram aud salt
provisions is so extensive, that the merchants send these articles
to New York, from whence they receive in return every thiny
necessary for the consumption of the neiz .1boulmo countries. .\
great quantity of furniture, for the use of the West Tadia i Jauds, 19
manufactured here. The number of strangers constantly passing
and repassing from Philade!phia to New York is anpther source
of its prosperity. The principal street is full of iims; and yet
there are often so many visitors, that they can scarcely find
lodgings.

After having remained here twenty-four hours, I proceeded
towards Trenton, which is distant thirty miles. ‘The road was
as bad as that which I had passed during ‘the two preceding days.
T'he first place, twelve miles distant from Brunsw ick, is l\mua-
town: it scarcely merits the name of a village. I’nncctm:, 1N
miles farther, is more considerablc: 1t contains a court of
Jjustice,and a college*, which has obtained some celebrity. There
15 only one street, which is not paved. 'The lands are good, w.l;
cultivated, and sell at a high price.  The number of inhabitants
amounts to about eight hundred, most of whom are Presby-
terians.

Trenton, the capital of Jorsey, 1s built at a litde distance
from the Declaware, and is only celebrated by its public build-
ines. [t contains four thousand inhabitants, who are chicfly
Presby terians and Roman catholics ; there are also Quakers, Me-
thodists, Anabaptists, and Universalists: the streets are broad and
well p(wcd, the churches are well constructed, aud the public
markets well regulated.  In 1789, i consequence of some dis-

* Tt was burut a few duys after wv departurc; but in the fulluwing suma-
mer it was rebuilt on 4 wore exteniive plan.
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putes with the governor of Penusylvania, the Congress built 2
hall, in which were held their meetings: [t 1s a perfect square of
forty-five feet; the offices adjoining are well distributed, and the
surrounding gardens large and in good order.  "The academy 1s
equally well constructed; and the youth reccive as good an edu-
cation as it is possible In a country not yct supphed with very
shilful and learned men.

Trenton reccives every thing required from Philadelphia in
exchange for salt provisions and articles of manufacture.  There
is a manufactory of nails, which emplovs a great number of
workmen. I visited most of them, atteuiicd by the treasurer of
state, to whom I had brought a letter of wmtrodnction.  Al-
though he was chief of a place which in the Uulied States is
reputed o be Jacobinical, 1 found him an azrceable and learned
man. At a future time I shall speak of the differcnce of political
opmions, which cught to be less iu this than fu any other country.
But wherever there are men there will be divisions, which at
first form partics, and afterwards subvert the strongest empires.

The road from Trenton to Philadelphia, like that from New
York, is bad. It would be a matter of astonishment that the
communication between the two principal cities in the United
States was not better attended to, if it were not known that mer-
cantile countries always neglect whatever 1s of no advantage to
conmmerce. The merchandise passes by sea trom Philadelphia to
New York; besides, as the road almost entirely crosses Jorsey,
which derives few advantages from it, that state will not expend
euormous sums to enrich its neighbours,  Between Trenton and
Bristol, which are distant twelve miles, there are very few farms.
The lands are cultivated and sown with wheat. rye, and maize,
which are the chief productions of Jersey. DBristol is a litde
town, pleasantly situated on the right bank of the river Delawire.
Burlington, which is built on the opposite bauk, carries on the
greatest commerce 1 Jersey, The vessels of 150 tons, which
go up lozded with nceessaries for the country, Lring back in ex-
cliange all sorts of provisions. From Biistol to Philadelphia,
Frankfort alone merits attention. It contains eleven hundred
mhabitants of various religions; the Presbyvterians, however, are
the most numercus.  From thence to Philadelphia the country is
neither more inhabited nor better cultivated, and nothing -
nounces the approach to the finest city of the United States, and
probably of the new continent.

The Delaware i1s the boundary of the states of Jersey and
Pennsylvania. Tt is not more than fifty or sixty fathoms below
Trenton, but in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia it is of a
width equal to the largest rivers in France. I have seen it co-
vered with vessels of all sizes; and even ships of war can navigate
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it at all seasons except the winter, when they are in danger of
being broken in pieces by the ice. At some distance from the city,
I observed a dock-yard, in which there were more than twelve
ships building: amnong others there was a beautiful frigate fitting
up, and intended to be sent by the government to the Medi-
terranean, where the United States maintain a fleet to preserve
their commerce from the piracy of the Barbary powers.

CHAP. L.

FUNEREAL RITES.—DESCRIPTION OF PHILADELPHIA,—
PUBLIC BUILDINGS.—BANKS.—LIBRARY.—THEATRE.
—HOSPITAL.~~POOR-HOUSES.

THE day after my arrival at Philadelphia, I went to view
the interior of the city. 1 had scarcely crossed the street, when
I saw a body carrying to the grave. More than three bundred
persons, decently dressed, followed it in silence. The coffin
was made of mahogany, without any exterior decorations. The
procession stopped at a large burial-ground belonging to the
Quakers, surrounded with walls twelve feet in height, and
planted with rows of the weeping willow and the cypress. The
whole ceremony consisted in depositing the body i a grave five
feet deep; after which, each returned in silence, without any
perceptible Jamentation or regret. This species of philosophy
accords with the religious principles of the Quakers, of whom
I shall speak hereafter. Tor the present, 1 shall content my-
self 1n giving some account of the respect paid by the different
religious sects in the United States to their dead.

Each sect possesses a piece of ground, destined for the in-
terment of its followers. These grounds are surrounded with
walls or pales, to prevent the entrance of any animal. On the
death of a member, the relations assemble, and invite to the
funeral all those with- whom the deceased has had any acquaint-
ance. Those who follow the coffin are generally dressed in
black, and show a respectful sorrow, according as they have
been interested with the defunct or his family. When the body
has arrived at the place of interment, the minister makes a short
discourse, in which he enumerates the qualitics and virtues of
the deceased. e reminds them of the shortness of human life,
and exhorts them to live well; after which, he throws some
mould into the grave. Every person present follows his ex-
ample, the relations first, then the friends, and the grave diggers
complete this mournful ceremony. When the grave 1s filled, they
place over it a marble slab, on which is engraven in large letters
the name of the deceased, the day of his birth, and alse of hir
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death. They often add some sentences, which relate to his
public or domestic virtues. Those whose‘ fortunes will permit,
have them erected at a great expence. The custom of mourn-
ing is strictly observed by all the sects except the Quakers.
Among some societies, the father and mother put on mourning
even for their infants. _

As the burial of the dead among all civilized nations has been
accounted one of the first duties of society, a duty so little re-
spected during the revolutionary times of France, 71 thought it
necessary to treat of it in a separate chapter. When it was
“written, France had no longer to deplore the imperfection of this
part of her laws. But I think that the example of a people
like the Americans, ought to add still more to our ceremonies.

Philadelphia in every respect merits the title of the first city of
‘the United States. It is built on the right bank of the river De-
laware, from whence, accordipg to the plan of its founder, it ought
to extend to the Schuylkill, which is more than two miles distant ;
but the great advantages from the proximity of a navigableriver have
induced the people to build it in another direction. Consequently,
instead of forming a perfect square of two miles, 1t extends three
miles on the Delaware, while 1t is not built more than three quar-
ters of a mile on the side of the Schuylkill. Thus the reservoir,
‘which according to Mr. Penn’s plan ought to have been placed
n the centre of the city, to supply every part with water, isat a
great distance from the western extremity. The building which
ncloses it is of a fine architecture, and agreeably terminates a
street, opposite to which it is coustructed. This street, which is
tifty feet wide, exclusive of the foot-ways, which are ten on each
side, is one of the finest in the world. The markets are 120 fa-
‘thoms in_length, elegantly built, and superior to any I have ever
seenin Europe. They are furnished daily with every delicacy
which can be desired; and it is difficult to imagine what order
and propriety prevail. I should not insist so much on this par-
‘ticular, 1f I were not conscious of its great importance to the
health of a populous city.

The street which divides the eastern part of the city from the
western, has occasioned the two parts to be called the Northern
and Southern quarters. All the streets that cross it in the direc-
tion of the Delaware, are the first, second, third, &c. on the North
or South. Theyare all parallel, regularly constructed, and or-
namented with good foot-ways. The houses are of brick, and ge-
nerally adorned with an elegant white stone, which the Ame-
'ricans call marble; but its grain is too coarse to merit that
name.

Philadelphia contains about seventy thousand persons of all
sects‘and religions; and there is no mode of ‘worship in Europe
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which is not practised here. The numbers of the churches con-
tributes much to the embellishment of the city; but the largest of
them will not contain above eleven or twelve hundred persons.

The ancient palace of the president, that of the congress, the
banks of Pennsylvania and of the United States; the hospital, the
poor-houses, the library, the theatre, and the mus#um, merit
the attention of a traveller.

The buildings which formerly belonged to the president of the
Congress have been sold cheap, and converted in{o an academy,
The public library has, in front, a statue of Dr. Franklin, to whom
it seems particularly dedicated. No one is ignorant how much
physical science is indebted to him; and America will never forget,
the part he took for her independence. It contains from 30,000
to 32,000 volumes, selected with judgment and preserved with
care; it is supported and augmented by an annual subscription,
and every subscriber is permitted to have any book he wishes at
his own house. 'The bunk of Penusylvania, the first institution
of the kind in this quarter of the world, would be a superb edi-
fice if it was less in decay, and if the columns which form the pe-
ristyle were less awkwardly constructed. That which has been
lately erected at Philadelphia, may be considered the finest piece
of architecture in the United States, although in my opinion it
partakes of the faults of the other. 1t is entirely built of the
stone above-mentioned; the blocks which form the columns and
staifs are of an admirable size and beauty. These banks, how-
ever, are more 1emarkable for the credit they enjoy than for their
elegance of the buildings; their notes are received in preference
to money throughout the whole extent of the United States,

The arsenal, begun under the direction of Mr, Adams, has
been entirely abandoned by his successor on account of the war
with which this country was threatened by France. However
pacific a state may be, 1t ought always to remain on its guard : no
one is sccure from the ambitious activity of a turbulent neighbour,
or from the subversive spirit of those men who are bora for the
ruin of their country. The arsenal, situated at a little distance
from the city, presents a great and well-constructed plan; the ar-
chitecture 1s good, and in contemplating the part thatis complete
it is to be regretted that this superb edifice remains unfimshed,
The theatre is large, well-built, and beautifully decorated in the
iuterior. The pieces which are performed are English; America
has never produced any thing of the kind. Some of the performers
have come from London, but they.possess a phlegmatic charac-
ter, from which they never depart. The Americans prefer tra-
gedy to comedy; and seem to take no delight in any thing comic
that is not seasoned with gross buffoonery and vulgar wit. Or-
er and decency are strangers to the interior of the theatre. The
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ear is assailed with a clamorous din, and the nose with the smell
of tobacco. The men wear their hats during the performance,
and are rarely found polite enough to give up their seats to the
lades.

The hospital is a superb building, where both sexes are at-
tended by nurses, and visited by the most celebrated physicians
in Penusylvania, The beds are placed i different rooms de-
signed for difterent diseases : they are well veutilated, and only
warmed sufficient to prevent the cold being disagreeable to the
patients. The apartments destined for advice and operations, are
the most beautiful, and the library is supplied with every book
which may be required.  After having visited the various apart-
ments, I was conducted to the galleries, in which the insane are
confined. They are placed in small chambers, and only deprived
of their liberty when it Is injurious to society. ‘F'hese chambers
are eighty in number, and by the assistance of tubes are kept
of an equal temperature. 'Their food 1s good, and they are
supplied with any thing thev stand in need of.  Being astonished
at their numbers, 1 enquired of the physician to what this dis-
proportion of insane persons could be ascribed. He answered,
without hesitation, that more than half owed the loss of their
reason to ebriety! of the other half, one third to love or jea-
lousy; another, to religous faunaticism; and the last, to a variety
of maladies.

The revenues of the hospital are augmented by individual cha-
rities and the improvements of the lands belonging to it. They
are let to respectable tenants by the state of Pennylsvania. The
physicians and surgeons exercise their professions gratuitously
during one, and sometimes two years. 'The same humanity
which watches over the sick, is shewn to those whom accidents,
misfortune, or old age have deprived of tue means of supporting
themselves. They are removed to the poor-houses, where they
are occupied in the most casy employments, decently clothed
and mamiained. . Thereisa roow set apart for the old, the lame,
the blind, and all those who are afflicted with auny disease which
by slow degrees conducts them to the grave. The men are
separated from the women. The men are employed in
untwisting old cables, washing, and cleaning the tar from them,
that they may be made use of again: the women card or
spin cotton and wool. Tailors, shocmakers, and others who are
unable to gain their living in the world, follow here their respec-
tive busine:ses, when their health permits.

" The revenues of the houses, hike those of the hospital, are
munaged by respectable inhabitants, who are appointed every year
by the state of Penuylvania. )

Philadelphia is of all the cities in the United States owe n
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which the yellow fever has made the greatest ravages. In 1793
1t broke out and affected more than three hundred persons, the
greater part of whom were destroyed by it. [t agam appeared
n 1798 and 1799, but accompanied with lass terrible symptoms.
Although the government have adopted every possible means to
prevent intercourse with countries infected by 1t, it again appeared
1n 1802, attended by the same fatal consequences.

CHAP. 1V.

QOUAKERS, METHODISTS, ANABAPTISTS,MORAVIAN BRETII-
REN—WILMINGTON.—VISITTOAMANINSANETHROUGH
LOVE.—BAY OF CHESAPEAK.—BALTIMORE.—FEDERAL
CITY.~GCEORGE-TOWN.—CONGRESS.—MOUNT YERNON.
BETHLEHEM.

AS I have before observed, every mode of worship in Europe
is exercised at Philadelphia. It would be contrary to my plan
to speak of each in particular. Every one is acquaiuted with
the principles of the Protestants, Lutherans, Presbyterians, and
others, all the offspring of one common mother, whose separation
has caused inuch bloodshed and sorrow. 1 shall confine myself
to the Quakers, Methodists, Anabaptists, and Moravian brethren.

The Quakers are more numerous in Pennsylvania, of which
they were the original inhabitants. Mr. Peun, who bas given
his name to this province, was a zealous partizan of this sect, to
which he granted particular privileges. 'The ridicule which has
been constantly attached to them can only exist with those, whe,
observing the exterior, despise every thing which disagrees with
veceived custorns.

The Quakers have no churches; they assemble in a building
called a Meeting, in which there are no ornaments, and no places
appointed for particular individuals ; the women only are sepa-
rated from the men. 'The men wear their hats, sit down, and
remain in meditation, until one of the society, feeling himself in-
spired, begins to discourse on some partof christian morality. Men,
women, and children, are permitted to communicate their sen-
timents, and are attended to without disapprobation. Like the
other sects, they have adopted Sunday for their meetings. ‘l'hey
are always plainly clothed, and wear covered buttons, but never
follow the fashion, except for some real advantage. 'T'henr hats
are large, and only taken off when troublesome. "T'he women
generally wear dark colours ; during winter they cover themselves
with a grey or black cloak, which reaches to their feet. The
Quakers are supposed to excel the other sects in industry and
wealth ; they support their own poor ; have private hospitals for



ps DU LAC'S TRAVELS,.
their sick; and their children are better educated in their colleges
than in the public academies.

They neither pay taxes nor bear arms. But as every law may
be evaded, so they found an expedicnt during the war for their
independence, to unite their religious principles with the duties
of socicty. When a collector of taxes enters a Quaker’s house,
he finds upon a table a bag of money, from which he takes the
sum required, and departs without leaving any receipt. No one 1s
permitted, under paiu of excommunication, to ussist at any public
spectacle, frequent taverns, or plead. All their disputes are
settled by their brethren, before whom the causes of complaint
or accusation are laid. Their niarriage is as simple as their other
ceremonies. [t consists in a simple declaration of their mutual
mtention to live together as man and wife, without being fettered
by any vows or oaths. Their marriages are mostly the effect of
reciprocal inclination, and the records of their society are said to
furnish no instance of a divorce. This society bestows many
considerable charitics, and sends out a number of missionaries
to civilize the {ndians of the continent.

The Methodists are as tumultucss as the Quakers are silent ;
they take in a literal sense the words of scripture, ¢ The kingdom
of heaven must be gained by force ; cryunto heaven, &c.” Their
prayers are noisy, and their singing, although agreeable, is re-
markable for repeated ejaculations. Their ministers use most
ouirageous violence of gesticulation. They practise the most
furious contortions, and walk up and down asort of gallery which
tlicy mount instead of a pulpit, in a state of delirium. When the
preaching is ended, the most zealous of the fraternity utter with
a loud voice some of their imaginary inspirations, and the congre-
gation hear witness to the celestial oracles. But the impression
is gradual.  From gentle expirations, they proceed to sighs, sighs
are succecded by sobs, sobs by loud. lamentations, when each
abandons himself to every species of extravagauce which delirium
can suggest.

I canpot forbear describing one of their ceremonies, which
will enable us to judge of the elevation to which the human mind
may he raised by religious euthusiasin,  This ceremony, which
takes place every three mouths, is appointed to receive nto their
society all those who are convinced of the superiority of Me-
thadism over that which they formerly protfessed. Twelve
women, and as many boys, being presented for admission, all the
members began to entreat the lloly Spirit to illumine them,
home crv out, and agitate themselves m the most dreadful man-
noe; others, kmagining themeselves in the presence of the Holy
Spirit, testify thelr gratttude by immoderate fits of laughter.
The new converts soon pariake of their delirium, and give them-
selves up to every extruvagance. 1 could not prevail on myself
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to remam to the end of the ceremony, which does not finish until
five o’clock in the morning.

The Auabaptists are distinguished by their belief that baptism
must be, similar to that of St. John, an immersion in running
water ; and that it cannot be received with advantage until they
have arrived at the age of discretion. They are dipped naked
three times in the water by the minister, who repeats some
prayers suitable to the occaston. Their other worship possesses
nothing in it extraordinary. The Anabaptists are less numerous
than the Methodists. They are subdivided into many other
sects, which only differ on some particular points.

The Moravian brethren believe in a communion with spirits ;
but in a subsequent chapter I shall mentiona work, in which will
be found an account of this truly curious and interesting sect.

After a long stay at Philadelphia, I proceeded to the interior
of the United States. The Federal Town at which the Congress
was assembled, attracted particularly my attention. Being de-
sirous of visiting it, | embarked in a packet-boat, which descends
the Delaware as far Newcastle, 40 miles below Philadelphia.
The weather was cold; but being very clear, [ was enabled to con-
‘template the whole day the banks of the river. 'The prospect on
the right was beautiful ; the lands were well cultivated and adoined
to a great distance with country seats ; on the left, which forms
part of Jersey, it presents only a sandy soil, barren, and unculti-
vated. Having arnved opposite to Wilmington, the wind and
tide being countrary, the captain thought proper to cast anchor,
and defer our departure to the next day. I therefore went to
view this little town, which carries on an extensive commerce in
grain. It is celebrated for possessing the best mills in the United
States. At a little distance from this place, the famous battle
was fought, which occasioned the capture of Philadelphia by the
royalist army.

Its population is about two thousand five hundred ; the hali of
whom are Quakers. There are at Wilmington, a court of justice,
an hospital and poor-house. The next day, at ten o’clock, I re-
turned to the packet-boat, and descended with the tide, as farasNew-
castle, when I took the stage, and reached Charlestown, in the bay
of Chesapeak, where there is a packet-boat, which sets out an hour
after the arrival of the stage. The village of Newcastle is pleasantly
situated on the banks of the Delaware. At a tavern a little
distant from Charlestown, I heard of an extraordinary person,
whom most travellers visited. This man, whose real name was
unknown, had taken an active part in the war for their independ-
ence, and was entirely deprived of his reason through an un-
fortunate attachment. He sometimes received strangers with
kindness, and related to them an account of his misfortunes. At
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other times, huriied away by the violence of Lis disease, he spoke
and acted extravagantly, although never troublesome to society.

A young Englishman, with whom [ travelled, wished to ac-
company me. Being provided with a guide, we arrived in two
hours, just before sun-set. We were informed by his servant
that he was on a necighbouring rock. We soon perceived him
walking quickly, aud talking. At last, being either disturbed by
the noise of some dry leaves under our feet, or having finished his
discourse, he looked at us, and came to offer us his hand.
« Whoever you are,” said he, ¢ youare welcome. Come to my
cottage, [ will relate to you my love, my happiness, for a short
time, and the other causes of my grief ”

After a frugal supper, during which hespoke confusedly, h¢ made
us enter a lide purlour, Lung round with pictures. ¢ There,”
said he, is the history of my life; you may read it in an instant.
The beauty of the principal person is nothing when compared
with the qualitics of her mind, and her amiable virtues.” I
entreated him to explain the pictures. Every one reluted to the
life of his Anna; her birth, her first leszon in music, and the mo-
ment he was compelled by his duty to engage in the war. He
gave us an animated account of the battle in which he was dan-
gerously wounded while commanding the left wing.  Half cured,
he had hastened to the arms of his .\nna. His reception pre-
sented a mixture of love and fear, which was easily distinguished
in all his features.  After this picture, followed one representing
the declaration of hLis love, thelr marriage, the birth of a danghter.
He passed over these happy moments with joy ; but suddenly
turning to the opposite side, he shricked and ran away.  We con-
tinued to observe them, and saw a long train of inisfortunes
which had befallen hiin since is marriage. The death of the
parents of his Anna; her long illness, and death. At last we
perceived the rock on which we had met him. He was repre-
sented with his hand uplifted, and in the attitude of sorrow.
Under the picture was written, ¢ Here are the beloved remains;
here Ishall end my life ;—may Heaven shortly put an end to my
sorrow !”

"The unfortunate man, whom we repented to have so affected,
bad gone to seck a mat worked by his Anna, on which he hoped
to enjoy sleep.  What in some measure abated our concern was,
to hear that after every time he had related Lis misfortunes, be
continued much better for several days.

The next day, after a sail of eight hours, T arrived at Baltimore,
which twelve or thirteen vears ago did not contain more than
11000 inhabitants ; but at present its population exceeds 30,000,
and its commerce ranks it among the most lmportant ports of
the United States, Its situation on the bay of Chesapeak is

1
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advantageous for the admission of ships of all sizes, at all seasons.
This bay extends two hundred and eighty miles up the country.
It receives a great number of rivers; among which are the Pot-
towmac and the Susquehana: of these I shall speak hereafter.

Most of the inhabitants are Presbyterians.  The Quakers are
not so numerous as at Philadelphia. The court of justice, the
customn-house, and the guildhall, are fine and well preserved
edifices. Asat Philadelphia, there are an hospital and poor-house,
prison, theatre, and a bank, which was not completed on my
departure. The principal commercial houses in Baltimore are
Scotch. This active, enterprising, economical, and mdustrious
people, carry with them the love of labour and the arts. Strangers
are recetved here with a politeness uncommon in the United States.

. Having remained eight days at Baltimore, I set out for the
Federal City, at which [ arrived the same day. The lands are of
an inferior quality, and the villages on the road are so inconsider-
able that there is no necessity of even mentioning their names.

Agreeable to the report of the surveyors, who were appointed
by the Congress to examine what position offered most advantages
for the erection of a city, it was detcrmined, in 1790, to build it
on the river Potowmac, which divides Maryland from Virginia.
The act of the Congress which had authorised the establishment
of the Federal City, had also voted considerable sums fer the erec-
tion of the different buildings. The palace of the Congress was
beguu on a most magnificent plan; but the expences required
were so large, that it remains unfinished. That of the president,
as well as those of the different chiefs of the government, were
to be completed against the first of January 1800, at which
time the assembly of the Congress was to be held for the first
time in the Federal City.

It would require a volume to relate the extravagant specula-
tions to which this new establishment has given rise. The
richest individuals, imagining that people would flock to it from
all parts, bought the lands at a high price, in hopes of selling them
again at a still higher, or of building houses to let; but how have
they been deceived! The Federal City, built on a too extensive
plan, will not for many years yield any recompence to speculators.

The Potowmac falls into the bay of Chesapeak. The har-
bour formed by it is good, and ships of all sizes can navigate it at
all seasons. - The plan of the city would have been superb, it it
could have been executed; but cvery thing indicates that many
ages will elapse before this point can be attained. The palace
of the Congress has at present only one wing built, and it appears
they do not intend to complete it. That of the president; which
1s distant above a mile, is finished ; but the elegant street which
communicates from one to the other, contains only a few houses,
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indeed handsome, but so distant from each other, that they look
more like country houses than those in the principal street of a
<ity destined to be the metropolis of an extensive empire.

The Potowmac, some miles below its entrance, ceases to be
navigable. The states of Maryland and Virginia, m proportion
to the advantages derived from the Federal Clty, have undertaken
the formation of a canal, by means of which ships will avoid those
chains of rocks that render it impassable. The Federal City does
not contain above 8000 persons, and they have been less active
in building than in most other maritime parts of the United
States.

The place opposite to the palace of the Congress would be,
if completed, one of the finest in the world. In the centre of
this phace, which is called the capitol, the statue of Washington
was designed to be erected, concerning which so many debates
arose in the Congress. But the memory of this truly great man
has been well preserved by his numerous friends, who i all the
towns of the United States have generously subscribed towards
leaving to posterity a monument of their love and esteem for a
citizen, whose equal the United States perhaps will never produce.
I shall not delay the time in composing his elegy; it is engraven
in indelible characters on the hearts of all honest people, who
know with what prudence, what courage, and, above all, with
what impartiality he served his country.

Georgetown, situated beyond the territory of the Congress,
was before the establishment of the Iederal City, from which 1t is
only divided by a creek, a very commercial place. [t is plea-
santly situated on the eastern branch of the Potowmac. Its
harbour is good, and capable of receiving merchantmen of al}
burtheuns. %ts population does not exceed two thousand.

The debate which has so long occupied the attention of the
Congress, and which continued during my residence in the Federal
City, attracted the attention of every person in the United States.
The federalists, strongly attached to the letter of the constitution,
maintained that they could not repeal the act of the preceding
Congress, which, by virtue of its right, had appointed a supreme
tribunal to examine the acts of the different powers against the
safety of the republic, and the respect due to its laws. The de-
wocrats, on the other hand, affirmed, that the tribunal was only
calculated to produce troubles; that its suppression was not
contrary to the constitution. Both parties argued with that en-
thusiasin which party spirit never fails to inspire. The partizaus
ot democracy, ke those in Irance, are generally men turbulent
through their speculations, and unwilling to bear any superiority,
even of the laws. 'They are particularly inhabitants of the
Southern States, who, bemg accustomed from their infancy to
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rule over slaves, to whom a look is 2 command, display in all
their actions this domineering character, which being restra ned
by the laws, occasions them to be regarded as abusive and ty-
raunical,

The democrats have raised Mr. Jefferson to the office of
president in the United States, and to them he remains tirmly
attached. Itis certain that be performed some services during
the war ; that he possesses an accurate judgment, and political
talents ; but it is equally true, that he is blinded by an excessive
self-love, which makes him sacrifice every thing to his own opi-
nion. Jealous of maintaining his authority, he has dismissed illus-
trious and irreproachable men from their appointments, solely
because they were given to them by Mr. Adams, his competitor:
and rival.  'Those who have obtained them are for the most part
foreigners, whose only ment consisted in favouring democracy.
Without being anxious to render his country respectable in the
sight of foreign nations, he only wishes it to be agricultural,
without commerce or political stability. Popular even to mean-
ness, he has taken off some taxes imposed by his predecessor for
the support of the army, which he has reduced to 2000 men;
and the navy is in such a miserable condition that it cau scarcely
defend the coinmerce from the Barbary powers. The public papers
are filled daily with complaints of &;‘e merchants, who, with-
out any hopes of satisfaction, experience considerable losses. The
populace, intoxicated at a small expence, bless the man who has
taken oft the tax from strong liquors distilled in the interior.
Drunkenness is a vice so common among this class of men, that
it would have been better if he had tripled the tax instead of
repealing it.  Mr. Jefferson is the author of a work ou the
Statistics of Virginia ; but his meyit is not greater as an author
than as the president of the Uuited States,

The Congress fixes the taxes to answer the wants of the
republic. It proposes laws, or examines those proposed by the
executive power ; but before any law can be put in force, it must
be presented to the Senate, which either approves or rejects it.
The Senate is a superior aathority interposed between the legis-
lative and executive powers. Each province returus two members,
who must not be less than forty years of age. The law requires
nothing more ; but those who obtain the votes are generally men
illustrious by their superior acquirements, their great fortunes,
or the services they have performed. There are yet in the
Senate many members of the Congress, who proclaimed, in 1776,
the independence of the Umted States, and some generals who
commanded with distinction in the war which followed.

After having 1emained in the Federal City a suflicient time to
be ¢onvinced that private interest 1s the great stimulus of human
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actions, that the favour of the great triumphs over real merit, and
that men who have embraced a party are deaf to the voice of
reason ; | proceeded to the country seat of Washington.

It was in this place that he passed the latter years of his life,
and where he was pleased to reflect on the great interests of a
country whose independence he had fought for and established.
Mount Vernon would have merited no attention, had it not be-
longed to Washington. The prospect which commands the
Potowmac would have been very delightful if the plain were not
sandy, and almost uncultivated. The house is large, but without
external or internal ornaments; the gardens are well laid out.
The library, selected by this great man, contains interesting and
useful books. The cultivator, the philosopher, and the states-
man are certain of finding here agreeable companious. The
French authors whom Washington seems to have most admired,
are Buffon and Montesquieu. The notes which he made on
those celebrated works, and which Mrs. Washington permitted me
to read, prove that his skill and discernment equalled his civil and
military virtues.

After remaining two days with this respectable family, I em-
barked in a packet-boat for Baltimore, where I arrived the same
evening, and the next day proceeded with some foreigners, as
curious as myself, to view the establishment of Moravian brethren
at Bethlehem. This little town is twenty-eight miles from Phi-
ladelpbia. The Moravian brethren possess all the surrounding
lands for more than two miles. There is only one inn, where
strangersuare received and well treated at a moderate expence.
This little place, which more resembles a convent than a’ town,
contains about eight hundred inhabitants. 'The mildness of their
manners, and the regularity of their lives, are perhaps the most
remarkable peculiaritics of this sect.

On the day of our arrival we visited the convent, which is
superintended by the most respectable women of the sect. 'The
buildings are large and well distributed.  Young ladies of all
religions are educated there. Their emplovment consists in
ngedle-work, also music, drawing, embrowdery, the study of
history and religion. One of the mistresses presented to us
purses, portfolios, and baskets.  We purchased some, and were
inforr_ncgl that the profits were employed in charitable works.
My limits will not permit me to detail the religious principles of
the Moravian brethren ; but [ refer the curious to the work of
M. De Liuncourt. Like the Quakers, they enjoy a well deserved
reputation for probity and virtue. ‘They are good agriculturists
a1d honest merchants, and extend their humanity to persons of
all religions, vl
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CHAP. V.

’CHARACTF.R,-MANNERS, AND CUSTOMS OF THE AMERICANSE
IN THE MARITIME PROVINCES.—AMERICAN WOMEN.

I COULD not leave this part of the continent, without men-
tioning the manners, customs, and character of the inhabitants.
The maritime cities, which are the rendezvous of all nations,
have adopted the English customs.  Their wants are increased
with their fortunes ; luxury has been introduced, and the fine arts,
although in their infancy, afe much more cultivated than in the
interior, where they are scarcely thought of. Employed entirely
in mercantile speculations, they possess all the qualities and defects
which characterise the merchant. They are laborious, active,
industrious, and enterprising. When they deal with each other,
they do it with suspicion and distrust, Each is couscious that
the other will cheat him if he is able; and that no moral con-
siderations will be suffered to stand in his way. If an hounest and
ingcnuous foreigner has any intercouse with them, Le is sure
to be made a dupe, and the wily American ouly laughs at the
integrity which he ought to reverence. In the late troubles in St.
Domingo, many of the planters entrusted their money, their
jewels, and valuables, to American merchants and captains, who
fraudulently appropriated them to themselves; and at least
nineteen twentieths of these unfortunate persons had reason to
execrate their perfidy.

The same suspicion which characterises their dealings with
each other, is seen in their domestic concerns.  They will not
trust even their children or their wives. The men go to market
themselves, and purchase every thing that is wanted ; and nothing
is left to the wife but the interior order and neatuess of the house.
Fconomical even to meanness, they only make nuse of their fortunes
to procure wine and spirits. A segar, a gazette, and a bottle of
Madeira wine are their only comforts. The Americans spend great
part of the day in reading the public papers, of which there are
immense numbers, They believe themselves the greatest warriors
i the world, solely becsuse they have obliged some savage na-
tions to suc for peace.

The Americans are litigious and quarrelsome. The cool
manner in which they defend their causes cannot but amuse a
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foreigner. In the most important suits you will never sec ...
speaker move his head or his hands, or make the least inflexion
of his voice, which may discover him more animated at one time
than another. If he is cast, without anger he refers the matter to
another court; until he has exhausted all the means of appeal.
Their political dissensions assume every day a more violent cha-
racter.

The Americans are not generally attached to their relations, to
whom they seldom afford any assistance. Lt is not extraordinary
to see the brother of a man of fortune in the greatest distress.
Their love is always strongest for their youngest child, and dis-
appears when he reaches his twelfth year. When he is removed
from school, enough has been done for him ; he must then go and
provide for himself how and where he is able.

This want of concern originates in the law which deprives the
parents of all authority over their daughters at fifteen, and their
sons at twenty, Nature wishes us not to be too strongly attached
to those objects which are soon to escape us, and to whose hap-
piness we cannot directly contribute. Among all animals she has
proportioned the cares of the parent to the wants of the offspring,
and has ordained that the attachment of the former shall only
cease when the latter do not require assistance. The savage
nations observe this law, who forget their children, and are for-
gotten by them as soon as they are able to procure food and
clothing by their arrows.

Such is the general character of the inhabitants of the coasts of
the United States, which gains them few friends among strangers,
or those that trade with them. There is a great consumption
of tea, which is served up four or five hours after dinner. The
Americans eat their meat boiled or roasted, and follow, in every
respect, the English manners.

Every day convinced me that the women have fewer faults and
more virtues than the men. Balls, plays, promenades, and the
toilet, entirely occupy their attention. If a young man becomes
captivated with a lady, before he thiuks of marrying her, he must
provide her with cvery pleasure, and be accessary to all her
whims. Certain-that their pleasures will terminate on the day of
their marriage, they defer it as long as possible, and only yield to
the solicitations of their lovers when they are in dread of Josing
them. I have heard scveral American ladies answer, to the most
sincere declarations of affection, and to most advantageous propo-
sals of marriage, that they had not yet had time to know the
world and its amusements; and that they would not retire
without having enjoyed them.

The young people are free when single, but slaves when
married.  Entirely employed in domestic affairs, they only
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go out to visit their relations, or to church. With the most con-
ciliating serenity they endure the mortification and disgust of a
husband, who is generally morose, and often drunk.

The expences of the women are very limited. If any extraor-
dinary luxury is displayed in their houses, it is to satisfy their hus-
bands, who often only preserve their credit by dazzling the eyes of
the public.

The American women always suckle their own children, and
can hardly conceive it possible how a mother should abandon to
a stranger so essential a part of her duty. Female beauty is here
of short duration. There are few countries where the women
have worse teeth than in the United States.

CHAP. VI

DEPARTURE FOR LOUISIANA.—LANCASTER.—ASSEMBLY
OF THE STATES OF PENNSYLVANIA.—HARRISBURG.—
SUSQUEHANA.—CARLISLE.—MOUNTAINS OF KITUCKe
TUNY AND SEDLING.—BEDFORD.—ALLEGANY MOUN-
TAINS.—GREENSBURGH.—PITTSBURGH.—RIVERS ALLE-
GANY AND MONONGAHELA.—COAL-PITS.—INHABIT-
ANTS BEYOND VIRGINIA AND THE WESTERN STATES.
~—COL, BROWN,—CHELLICOTHEE SALT-SPRINGS.

I N the latter end of February I departed from Philadelphia for
Louisiana. 'The winter, which had been very mild this year, had
prepared an active vegitation, and the fields had already as-
sumed their verdure. As we had to pass through the greatest
breadth of Pennsylvania, that is, from east to west, we took the
stage for Lancaster. The country that 1 passed was superior to
any that I had before seen in the United States. 'The lands in
the environs of Philadelphia are sandy and poor, but better ac-
cording to their distance ; and the county of Lancaster presents
to travellers one of the sources of this opulence, of which the
Americans are so proud. The farm-houses are near each other,
and well built. Their exterior announces abundance, and the
interior displays the most complete ease without luxury. The
Germans, who inhabitthem, are economical, industrious, and good
labourers. They are accounted the best farmers in the United
States, and although far inferior to the English, or even French,
in husbandry, may be deservedly styled the fathers of this art in
America.

The States are obliged, on account of the great numbers of
German mhabitants, to publish the laws and advertisements in
the two languages. Notwithstanding the numerous schouls, to
which fathers are obliged to send their children to be instructed
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in the national language, the greatest part do not understand

ufticient English to be able to conduct their business with those
that speak it. Brought up in the bosom of their familics, and
employed from their infancy in labour and agriculture, they are
not anxious for public employments, for which they know them-
selves unqualified. They prefer an active, laborious, and retired
Iife to distinctions and digmities. 1f the Giermans have not adopted
the language of the Anglo-Americans, neither have they been
infected with their vices. The only one they have in common
with them is drunkenness, which they do not carry to the same
excess. They are neither quarrelsome nor distrustful.

On the day of our departure from Philadelphia, we arrived at
Lancaster to dinner, although this town is more than sixty-six
miles distant. The trade of this country being very con-
siderable, and carried on by land, the States have constructed a
yoad, which 1s regularly kept in repair, at the expence of tra-
vellers. 'There are five bars, at each of which a trifling sum is
demanded. Provisions of all sorts are conveyed to Philadelphia
i waggons for consumption or exportation. Lancaster is the
market of Philadelphia, and the greatest part of the southern
provinces. It is well built, and capable of contalning six thou-
sand persons. The assembly of the States have for some time
met at this town, being the most central. 'The inhabitants are,
for the most part, Germans and Dutch, and profess the reformed
religion. The Roman Catholics are also in great numbers.

Four great streets, ornamented with footways, compose almost
the whole of the town. Those which are not vet paved, scarcely
permit carriages to pass through them. The States have deter—
mined to do this repair, so necessary to commerce, by means of
four lotteries, which are to be drawn every year until the work is
completed.

The day after my arrival I was present at the assembly of the
States. By the politeness of some of the members, 1 was ad-
mitted into the hall, where the door-keeper presented me a chair. .
1 observed that petitions are presented to the president.
Having read them, he communicates them to the assembly, who
order them, if proper, a second and third reading ; or they are
referred to a committee appointed to make a report.

The senate is an authority interposed between the governor of
the state, and the assembly of the representatives of the people ;
it is composed of a number of members equal to one-fourth of
the representatives.

Each representative, or senator, sits upon a wooden chair, and
has before him a little table, on which he places his papers ; but
many, instead of using it for this purpose, sit upon it, and never
change their posture, unless addressing the president ; for, by
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the laws, they are obliged to stand up, and speak uncovered.
All the members, when thirsty, go indiscriminately to drink out
of a jug which stands in a recess in the hall, and which the ser-
vant keeps constantly filled with water. About ten years ago,
not more than one or two glasses were to be found in the richest
houses in America, however numerous the compuny might be.
Even to this day, in most taverns, every oue is-obliged to diuk
in his turn, under pain of being thou,ht unpolite.

There are at Lancaster men of 2ll trades, and ¥ is pro-
bable that considerable manufactories will soon be established.
The rivers which intersect this country present to speculators
means certain of success. Ou these small rivers five mills are
built, which supply the markets of Philadelphia with flour ut all
seasons. 'There are some mills, containing six mill-stones, to
which five men are sufficient. By a mill of this kind, one hun-
dred barrels of flour will be prepared iu tweaty-four hours, for
which the cultivators receive, besides other necessaries, money,
which they employ in the improvement of their lands. At some
distance from Lancaster, a numerous and wealthy company has
been formed to promote the culture of the vine n the state of
Penusylvania. .

Among the different manufactories at Lancaster, is one for
rifles, which the inhabitants of the Western countries, and also
many Indian vations, empwy for hunting. Itis to these arms
that the Americans owe many of the victeries which they ob-
tained during the war. .

After having remained three days at Lancaster, I continued
the road to Harrisburg, which is distant forty miles. ‘T'he adja-
cent land is good, and well cultivated; and the houses,
although distant from each other, aunounce the opulence of their
inhabitants. They are built of large pieces of wood, carefully
made square, and the interstices filled up w ith stones and mortar.
The proprietor cousoles Limselt for the want of th‘e!.r solidity by
the facility and small expence of rebuilding them. Elizabethtown,
cighteen miles from Lancacter, and Middletown, w hlch is alittle
farther, are two small villages, badly situated, and badly built.
The river Susquehana, which is near Middletown, recompensed
us in some measure for the unpleasantuess of the road. 'I'he
left bank presents a fige and rich plain well cultivated and po-
pulous. That on the right is bordered by bills, ornamented
with wmagnificent forests, which supply Maryland with its finest
timber. Although the Susquehana is only navigable in summer,
set the neighbourng countries carry on an exteusive trade with
Baltiore
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Harrisburg is a small town situated off the left bank of the
Susquehana. A market-place, supported by columns, forms its
centre. The houses which surroand it are built of brick. The
court of justice is alarge and elegantly constructed Luilding; and
the churches rival those of the chief towns in the United States.

It contains fourteen hundred inhabitants ; one half of whom are
Germans, z2ud the other Americans, who have emigrated from
the Northein States. Notwithstanding the pleasure that I received
in viewing its environs, [ was obliged to leave it the day after my
srsival j for the only public conveyance, able to be procured, 1s
the mail-coach, which oiily goes through it once a-week during
bad weather.

Carlisle is only eighteen miles distant from Harrisburg.
arrived in it in a few hours, without having secn any thing worthy
of notice on the road. It is, in my ‘opinion, the most vnpleasant
tewvn n the United States.  Beluy built on a dry and unequal
ground, surrounded with forests of pines, 1 endeavoured to dis-
cover what could attract the first inhabitants to settle there. 1
was informed that this place had been chosen during the war for
the head-quarters of the American troops, and that the desire of
gain bhad ‘first attracted sutlers and speculators. 1t contains
some churches, & court of justice, and small barracks, which are
falling to decay. The water is hard, and of a bad qualitv. 'The
weather since I left Philadelphia had been mild and agreeable;
but the day previous to my departure from Carlisle, it was ex-
tremely cold; and during the night there was so great a fall of
snow, that the conductors of the mail-coach judged it impru-
dent to proceed. Having provided myself with a horse and
guide, 1 proceeded to Shippensburg, thirty miles from Carlisle.
It is easy to believe, that the country coveredd with snow could
not appear very fine. The forests of pines along the reads, prove
the barrenness of the lands.  The north-west wind, which blew
with uncommon violence, was so cold, that.I ra‘hier cudeavoured
to shelter myself than to observe the country. There wom
scarce ten'houses in the thirty miles. Fatizued and benumbed with
cqld, we arrived at Shippensburgh, which ti:e fnhabitanis honour
with the name of a town, but which carnot be con.ilered more
than a village. There are no public buildinss ; snd the nbabit-
ants seein to possess those rustic manners which choracterise the
Pe?Ple 1 the vicinity of the mountains.

Through their incivility 1 was obliged tn proceed on foot. The
excessive price of horses, which they propertion to the wants of
travellers, and the opinions they entestain that Frenchmen will
purchase ease at any rate, engaged themn not to dimmish in ihoir
demands. I therefore determined to accompany the wagrons
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destined for Pittsburgh; so that, in case of fatigue or accident,
I might be provided w ith a resource.

1 set out the next - day, and airived in a few hours at Strasburgh,
where I found carriages waiting for milder weather to cross Ihe
mountains. The village of Stxasburoh eight years ago contained
ouly three houses; at present, ut least hfty Itis situated at the
foot of the Kitucktuny mountains, and exactly divides the road
from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh. Although e cold wedther
continucd, the waggons set out the day after my arrival, and I
proceeded with them.  The quantity of snow collected in some
parts of the mountains obliged the waggoners to make a passage
with pick-axes. We crossed very slowly the Kitucktuny moun-
tains, the first of which is most rugged. The valiles are every
where inhabited, and the lands are carefully cultivated. The
number of waggons which pass this road eunsures to the culu—-
vator a sale for his provisions at' an advantageous price, or in
exchange for other articles.

In five days | reached Bedford, a pretty town, which contains
seven or eight hundred inhabitants, most of whom are merchants,
or proprietors of land, which they sell to the lrish and Germans,
who, having arrived in the United States without means of. sub-
sistence, Liuve been obliged to pay for their passage by some
vears of labour®*. At the end of their service they buy land in
the distant countries, at a low price, and form, by their industry,
cousiderahle establishments. The mountains of Alleghany, which
we were two whole days in crossing, zre the most lofty in North
America; but they are hills, when compared to the Alps and
Pyrennées. It is in these mountains that the fine river, which
bears this name, derives its source. At Pittsburgh, it unites
with the Monongahel, to form the Ohio. On the opposite side
of tliese mountains, 1 saw, for the first time, maple sugar; of
which I shall speak hereafter.

Trom Bedford to Greensbureh nothing appeared worthy of
potice. . On both sides of the road establishments are fmmmg,
and houses huilding. The houses are cousiructed cntirely of
wood ; the doors are hung on wooden hisges; ma word, the
builders neither cmploy earth; iron, nor stone, not cvon for the
chimney, which lasts for many years, with only the precaution

* This is one of the most considerable trades in the Uunited States,
Whcn a captain arrives with a cargo in Ireland, or any other part, he an-
nounces that he inteuds to tiukic on board a certain number of passengers,
'md carry them to Ameucw, fora stipulated sum.  Those who cannot pay

» their passage azree otherwise with him. He supplies them with neces-
saries during their pussace, and on his artival, sells their labour. The
length ot this siavery never exceeds two years for a single man, and four
with a family, At the expiration of tlis time, he is {ree, and becomes
citizen,
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of not letting the fire reach the enormous pieces of wood, of
which it is composed. The expence of building these houses
is a dinger, to which the proprietor invites all his neighbours.

"The greatest part of the inhabitants in the back settlements of
Anmerica have no opportunity of exercising their religion. They
are so ignorant and superstitious, that they dcliver themselves up
to any extrasagance when new doctrines are preached to thenr. A
few years since, some Methodists having passed through Pennsyl-
vaiiia, made so many proselytes, that the government, dreading the
consequences, desired them to desist. Men and women abandoned
their homes and their children, to follow these fanatics, who
preached in the ficlds and forests. Their extravagances exeeeded
those which [ have before related.

Greensburgh, at which I arrived in nine days after my de-
parture from Shippensburgh, is situated on a hill.  This place,
whose mame was hardly known twenty years ago, is at present the
seat of a tribunal, and the chief town of a rich county. The
houses are built of stone and brick. The interior of the town
is almost entirely inhabited by Americans who have emigrated .
from the Northern States, and Germans. Grain and salt pro-
visions are sent from hence to Pittsburgh, by a small river, which
falls into the Allegany.

From Greenshargh [ proceeded to Pittsburgh, an ancient
French possession, known by the name of Fort Duquesne. It
was included in the cession of Canada, and given to the English,
who, after the war, restored it to the United States, of which it
is at present onie of the most important places. "Fhe rivers Alle-
ghauy and Monongahcla nreet there, and form the Ohio. At the
point of their union Fort Duquesne was built, of which some
vestiges still remain,  The town contains 3500 inhabitants, all
either merchants or artificers. The commerce in grain is very
extensive, wnd the number of emigrants who come to embark
for Kentueky prove a considerable source of wealth.

Fish and game are very plentiful at Pittsburgh, and provisions
of all kinds are sold at a fow price. Madeira wine, and French
brandies are the only articles which are dear. Most of the in-
hzbitauts distil_from rye, or maize, a strong liquor, which they
call whisky. This liquor is the most disagreeable I have ever
tasted : however moderate its use, it acts powerfully on the
nervous system.  Grog, which is nothing more than a mixture
of this liquor with water. is the favourite drink of this people.
It is not uncommon to see men so debilitated, as not to preserve
their faculties at an age when they ought to enjoy them in theis
mest perfect vigour.
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"The coal-pits are numerous and abundant in the environs of
Pittsburgh, and the coal is of such a good quality, that the in-
habitants burn it in preference to wood, which 1s considerably
cheaper. 'The small hordes of Indians who live near this town,
supply 1t with goats and young bears, whose flesh is delicate and
tender, in exchange for spirits, ron ware, and gun-powder. I
remained here eight days, which [ employed n hunting and
fishing. The game most frequent in the neighbouring hills con-
sists In partridges, phcasants, grouse, hares, and squirrels. The
fish caught in the Ohio are the dab, which weighs from 60 to
20lbs ; perch and tench. The linds near Pittsburgh, although
nferior to those of Greensburgh, are sold at a high price.

Being recovered from my fatizue, I proposed to continue
my journey, and embarked in a flat-bottomed boat, whose in-
ditferent construction would only agree with a stream as tranquil
as the Ohio. I had here occasion to observe the difference
which exists between the farmers of Europe and these of the
United States. The European, atiochicd to the country which
gave him birth, changes his situation with regret; the American,
three or four days before his departure, informs his family that
he intends to remove one, and sometimes six hundred miles.
Twenty carriages would hardly suffice for the former; two horses
are sufficicut to transport the baggage of the latter. '{'he sule of
the lands which they leave produces the sum required to purchase
others. For some years the emigration from the Northern
provinces to Kentucky have been so considerable, that it at pre-
sent contains four hundred thousand inhabitants. Fhe proprietor
of the hoat was an old man, upwards of seventy. Ilis third
wife, whom he was bringing with him, was an Irish woman,
brought up from her infancy in the United Stats. He told
me, that he had changed his residence eight tiries 5 that he had
now determined to reuiove from the mountains of Monongahela
to Saint Charles, near the Missouri, where one of his sons re-
sided. Many passengers told me that they were going to Ken-
tucky, because New England, where they resided, began to be
too populous : they also said, that if the land were not agreeable
to them, they would go to Louisiana. I think this fondness for
change is owing to the retired life which they lead.

The Ohio flows from It to West S. West ; it traverses a
distance of 130 miles. The boats which the Americans employ
«are constructed of plints of fir, rudely nailed together. ‘Lhey
are covered in a manner to prevent the injuries of the weather.
"The numerous habitations which 1 saw during the early part of
my voyage, coufirmed the ideas that I had formed of this agree-
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able river, whose banks, ten years ago, were constantly desolated
by the mcursions of the savases.

The first place of any importance belew Pittshurgh, is Weels
ing, which is distant 100 miles. This little town forms part of
the State of Virginia, and does not contain above sixty houses and
th-cc hundred and fifty inhabitants. One hundred miles below
Weeliny is Marieta, a town newly built, which contains above
six hundred ishabitants, most of whom are emigrants from New
Eugland and Massacliuset. There is a court of justice and a
church, in which the inhabitants from a great distance assemble,
At a little distance from Marieta is a fine island, sufficiently ele-
vated to be secure from inundations, where an Englishman, of an
advanced age, probably disgusted with the noise and bustle of
life, bhas built a large and commodious house.  Gallipolis,
which contains one hundred and sixty inhabitants, is situated on
the right buik of the Ohio. The numerous morass¢s which
surround i, render it disagreeable in winter, and unhealthy in
summer. The inhabitants are the only remains of six hundred
families, who lefi France in 1700, 1791, to form ncw settlements
on the Scioto. On their wirival in the United States, they dis-
covered that the company which had sold them the lands were
only sharpers. " They applied in vain to the govermuent for re-
dress 5 the little knowledge which they possessed of the language
and customs prevented them obtaming #. Thev found them-
selves €000 leagues from their nutive country, without any means
of subsistence, except by their industry. Lodged, or rather
beaped in huts built for their reception, many perished duking
the first year. Those to whom any resources were left, employ-
ed them to depurt; the others remoined pationily on a portion
of bread aud salt provisions, which was granted to them daily
by the Coungress. At last, after fowr years of misery, they gave
to them a piece of ground, sixty miles beiow Gallipolis, which
beiy divided among them, produced two hundred and sevenic cn
acres for each. Such were the consequences of this famous emi-
gration, which rmany men of high rank had encouraged by their
example. .

The inhabitants of the parts behind Virginia, are unlike any
in the world. ‘They live in houses which a single mun can build
in three days.  They do not ¢lear the lands, but content them-
selves with tapping those trecs which are on the spot they iutend
to cultivate. 'Lhis cpoeration consists in meking a circular notch,
of about an mnch i depth, around e tice, which occasions it
to wither. The maize sown under the trecs so depiived of their
leoves, receive directiy the rays of the sun, and grow exceed-
mgly well.  Hunting will for cver remuin their only occupation.
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I have seen whole families entircly naked, and apparently as
contented as those who were not in want of any thing.

Maize beaten dmd mixed with milk is thewr ordinary food.
"The meat which the father obtains by the chase is cousumed in
a few duys, no one appearing to provide for the futurc. They
employ some of the skins of those animals which they kit for
cloathing, aud the others they exclianze for whizhy. They seldom
remain in the same situation two years.

But it is most astonishing to see men distinguished by their
probity and morality, desert their equals, and go to live in the
woods., I shall, for example, mention Col. Brown. After
having rendered essential services to his country during the war,
this brave commander, whose private and public character
was equally irreproachable, travelled into Kentucky, which wus
then almost uninhabited, Do followed by some hunters, of
whom I shall hereafter speak, he abandoned his first residence,
and buried himself deeper in the forests. The advantageous ac-
counts which he gave of these fine countries, soun attracted a
numerous papulation. He afterwards passed on the Missis<ippi,
and remained in a part of Louisiana, then uninhabited ; but some
new neighbours arriving he quitted it, and is now on the Missis-
sippi, at a great distance from its mouth, from whence it is sup-
posed he will shortly remove, although he is of an advanced
age.

Gireat Ianhawa, which 1 next visited, is a village of Virginia,
and derives iis name from the river on which 1t is built. It is
the most ancient cstublishment in this part of the Ghio. At a
little distance from the entiance of the river is a field, in which,
after a great slaughter of the Indians of these couatries, the
Americans buried their dead, which, from 1is extent, must have
been very numerous.

Chellicothe, about sixty miles of Guaiiipolis, 1s one of the
principal places in the N. W. Territory. 1t is built on the i
bank of the Scioto, in a fine and rich plain, and the rapid
increase of its population, would have placed 1t among the most
importaut citles, if its inhabitants had not been destroyed by
maiisnani fevers.

it contains a court of justice and a Protestant church. The
streets are not paved, but the footways are weil preserved,

Between Chellicothe and Gallipolis, suli springs are found
of a good quality, and i great abundance. Money being very
scarce, trade is carried on by barter.
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CAUSES OF ITS ESTABLISHMENT.-— CHARACTER OF
1TS INHABITANTS.—PIORJTAS.—RLESIDENTS IN SAINT

GENEVIEVLE.

O\’ the 22d. of April I embarked in a pirogue thirty feet
long, and three broad. A pirogue is a sort of boat made of
a hollow tree, which many savage nations emploved at the time
of the discovery of America. The sycamore which grows in
these countries to an extraordinary size, is the tree most fre-
quently used. When dried, it is extremely hght, and useful
for no other purpose. Some of.these pirogues are so small,
that a man, wnaccustomed to this mauner of navigation, cannot
stand upright in them, without fear of falling; others on the
coutrary carry besides a number of men, provisions sufficient for
a vovage of many months.

Maisville or Limestoue i1s the first place of any importance
below Gallipolis, from which it is 140 miles distant. Not-
withstanding its advantageous situation, it has improved very
slowly. It scarcely contains sixty houses.  Vlat-bottomed boats
are built here in great numbers, and are sent to New Orleans
in exchange for grain and salt provisions.

Cincinnati, 100 miles from Limestone, is the capital of the
state of the Mississippi territory.  During the long and fatal
dispute between the United States and the Indian nations, which
only ended in 1797, it was the head-quarter of the Ame-
ricans. 'I'his town coutains ahout three hundred houses. =ia-
very, which was not until that time tolerated in this state, has
been authorized by the laws. 'The eoxcessive price of labour
has been the cause of this mnovation, contrary to the consti-
tulion of the United States, and particularly of that of the

Tississippi tcrnlorv.

Cincinintl is the pét of all kinds of merchandise neenssary
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for the consumption of the back scttlements. The inhabitants
give m exchange the products of their lands, dollars, and sking,
These skius are received in payment by the mbabitants of Bal-
timore and Philudelphia, and prepared for the consumption of
the interior.  Fort Wishington, wlnch is built at the upper
extremity of the tows, is tie first of the chuin of forts which
extends as {ur as the western extremity of the United *tates.

For along time I had been very desirous of visiting Ken-
tucky ; its rapid increase of population, its immense wealth, and
the namber of its towns, all excited my curiosity.

Eight miles below Cincinnati, is the mouth of the river Ken-
tucky.  On both banks are some ill-built cottages. The lands
are, however, cultivated with the greatest care; the beauty of
the corn, the activity of the ivhabitants, and e number of
\\a&gons~m short, every thing contributed to convince me that
it merited its reputation.

Franckfort 15 a small town on the river Kentucky. Since
the establishment of Lexiugton, its population has increased
but stowly. Itis the depdt of grain and salt provisions which
are sent to New Orleans.  The number of flat-bottomed boats
built here, may give an idea of the astonishing exportation
carried on by this country. Kiast year they exceeded 350, most
of which were capable of carrying 250 barrels of 200 pounds
weight eacli. Besides grain and salt provisions, Kentucky trades
in tobacco, cordage, iron, potash, salt-petre, gunpowder, and
carthen ware. At Franchfort the assembly of the states is held.
After remaining in this little town, which contams 1100 inha-
bitants, twenty-four hours, I procceded to Lexington, which
was distant eleven miles. On my arrival at Lexington, 1 was
not a little surprised to find the houses as well buiit as any in
the United Siztes. The streets are paved and ornamented with
footways. T'he shops are supplicd by the merchants of Phila-
delphia and Baltimore, who receive dotlars and skins in excliange
for the productions of the cowitry.

During wy residence in Kentucky, I visited all the establish-
ments in its cinirons, which coutribute to the prosperity of the
country. [ was accompanied by an Euglishman, a rich and
well-mformed propneton, who foretold all the difficulties to
whiceh the cession of Louisiana would give rise.  He conducted
me to the governor of Kentucky, with whom I had 2 long con-
ference on the subject. There are at Lexington 2500 ishabitants,
most of “hom are emigrants from the Northern States. icy
are m ceneral more hospxtable and sociable than in most parts
of America. A taste for the scicuces and the fine arts par-
ticalarly distinguishes them from the mhab itants ot thc mterior.
Irovisions are sold wt a jew price; clothing only cxprnsive
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Kentucky sends five depmties to the Congress, which, at the rate
of 35.000 men for cach, gives 163,000 citizens. ‘Those who
consider that this country twenty vears ogo formed part of Vir-
ginia, and contained ouly 8000 inhabitants, will be astonished
at its population, especially when they remember that 1t has
not prevented the increase of the othier states, although i less
proportion. The village of Versailles, which T passed n my
yoad to Louisville, is pleasantly situated, and the land culti-
vated with care. [t is difficult to persuade oneself, that a few
years ago trees grew where towns are now built; and that the
bear and the panther dweit in those fine countries which at pre-
sent contain so many inhabitants. The greatest part ot Ken-
tacky, as well as those countries near the Ohio, vsperience
annually great losses n their harvests from the squirrels, of which
there are prodigious numbers.  To encourage the destruction of
these animals, the assembly of the different states hias offcred
a reward for their heads.

Louisville, fifty miles from Lexington, is a pretty little place,
containing from 1 to 500 inhabitants. It is built on the banks
of the Ohio, on an eminence of more than 100 jeet above the
level of the river. It is, however, reputed unhealthy, on ac-
count of the numerous morasses which surround it. The consti-
tion of Kentucky is similar to that of Virginia. Slavery 1s
tolerated, but the slaves are treated with humanity and kindness.

Two miles below fLowsville are the falls of the Ohio. They
are occasioned by a chain of recks, which divide the river from
one side to the other, and which prevont the passage of vessels
at low water, At this place I met with some of my com-
panions who were waiting for me.

From Louisville, the right ban’k of the Ohio as far as ity
mouth belongs to the Indians, and we no longer saw any habi-
tativis.  The lapd is flat and subject to inuudations. After
travelling three days, we had exhausted all our fresh provisions,
and wished to find some huntsmen, from whom we might procure
a supply. In this we werce scon gratified. We entered the
first cottage we came to, and they presented to ns a piece 8f
bear and a turkey, for which we gave some spirits and bread.
1 shall give an exact description ot their cottages.

On six large stakes are pluced two pol(;s about ten feet
]o‘ng, which support some ight waod. Large Piecés of bark,
which are jomcd as regularly as tiles, preserve it from rain ;. and
tome bears' skins fixed around it, shelter it from storms. These
buts, which are built m less than an hour, are ornamented
in the interior with small branches and deaves. Such are the
heuses of some of the Indians. Others content themselves in
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strewing leaves under them, and covering themselves with a
buffalo’s skin, without being anxious for the morrow.

Twenty-four miles from Louisville is Yellow Bank, and sixty
miles Jower Red Bank. These two places, situated on the left
bank of the Obhio, present nothiug remarkable. They seem to
have derived their names from the nature of the soil on which
they are built. The original inhabitants were pirates. The
large cave, which is distant only 130 miles from the mouth of
the Ohio, is considered one of the greatest natural curiosities in
North America. It is about twelve feet above the level of the
river, and fronted by cypresses of surprising height, planted as
regularly as if they had been disposed by the hands of men.
The mouth of the cave is twenty-five {eet high and eighty broad;
it keeps gradually diminishing to the extremity, which is about
180 feet distant, where the two sides approach cach other
within six feet. The arch of this vast cavern, viewed by torch-
light, has an eychanting appearance. 'The crystals on the top
reverberate the light, and dazzle the spectator.

We next proceeded to Tort Muissac, which was built by the
United States in 1781, to protect the commerce of the Obio
from the savascs. The furt is at present entirely destroyed.
Ten miles lower is Wilkinsonville, where there is another fort.
It is the residence of those employed by the custom-house, and
is the only one which has maintained a garrison, destined rather
to watch the eatry of boats, than to exercise military futciions.
At this place we provided ourselves with a vessel suitable to
the Miszissippl, and skilful boatmen; and in three hours after
our departure we arrived at the mouth of the Ghio. Prior to
this, our voyage had been pleasant and agreeable, but it was
now troublesome and dangerous; the Mississippi being ac-
counted one of the most rapid rivers in the world.

"The Jiississippi, navigable to an extent of cicht hundred
leazucs, is indisputably one of the finest rivers in North America.
The numerous rivers which flow iuto it, render its proprietor
the sole possessor of all the commerce of the Nortli-West part of
this continent. By means of the Ohio, the inhabitanis receive
the products of the Westein peovinces of the Unitud States;
by the Hlinois they proceed to Cunada; and by the Missouri,
there is no doubt but that they may penetrate as far as the coun-
tries near the Pacific Ocean.

'itis difiicult to describe the rapidity with which the Missis-
sippi fivws, when swelled by rain, or the melting of the snow. It
is then so great, that boats have often descended from Upper
Louisiana as far as New Orleans in six days, which is a distance
of 1300 leszue:. Its banks are covered with the trunks
of trees, which being concealed by the water, present continual

re
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danger to navigators. For this reason, captains are obliged to
keep an attentive eve, in order to prevent accidents, which not-
withstanding their vigilance often occur. o

During the six days that we were in ascending the Missis
sippi to Saint Genevieve, the -first establishment of any -
portance in Upper Louisiana, the men never ccased rowing
from morning to night. In the evening, two of the men lighted
a fire and cooked the supper, and diimer for the next day. It
consisted of a piece of bacon and maize, which they call gue.
This they seem to prefer above every thing. Their beds are
the skins of bears or buffaloes, in which they wrap themselves
in winter, and on which they lie in summer. 'They make use
of a covering of coarse canvass to prevent the bite of insects.

The village of Saint Genevieve, built on the banks of the
Blississippi, experienced in 1782 a terrible inundation, which
oblized the inhabitants to retire two miles into the country, and
build a new village.  Its situation would have been more agree-
able and healthy, if the houses, instead of being built at the foot
of the hill, had been erected on the hill itscli. The village
contains thrce hundred inhabitants, most of whom are families
that have come from the left bank, since the limits have been
fixed between England and the United States. "The right bank
of the Mississippi, scarcely known iifty years ago, contains
only a few huntsinen, who have built cottages near the savages
with whom they trade; that on the right is well cultivated and
populous. A large village built on the river of the Kaskaskias,
the ruins of which only remain, prove that this country, previous
to the cession of Canada to the English, contained numerous
and opulent inhabitants. The Jesuits had erected an elegant
convent, and seut missionaries to propagate their religion among
the Indian nations,

But on th:: conclusion of the treaty in 1763, part of the in-
habitants returecd to France, some went to Lower Louisiana,
and others crossed -the river, and formed an establishment in an
uninhabited country.  This was the first foundation of St. Gene-
vieve.  The mhubitanis of St, Genevieve are entirely addicted
to auvicuiture. Possessors in commou of a portion of land,
the fertility of which is wonderful, they sow and reap in a few
days thea year’s subsistence.  They obtain lead from the neigh-
bouring mines, with which they provare clothing and other
necessaries.  Witheut learning, or the desire of learning, the

. - . g . o
youth occupy themselves in hunting, riding, and dancing. They

ks

live in the grossest ignorance, even of those things which relate
to their deavest interests. ihe children brought up among the
savages, coniract their manners, and especially their indolence.
Phe Indians that mbabit St. Genevieve, known by the name of
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Pcorias, are the remains of a numerous race, almost extinct by
war, small-pox, and especially by the use of spirits. Therr
clothing, which forinerly consisicd of a small apron, mitasses®
and moksinest made of skius, has been exchanged for a dress
of blue cloth, and mitasses either scarlet or blue. Indolent,
drunkards, and thicves, they only hunt in order to procure
spirits ; the rost of their time they spend in eating, drinking,
smoaking, and dancing. The women are clothed nearly in the
same manner as the men: only instead of mitasses, they usc a
sort of apron, whicii reaches to their knees.

CHAP. VIII.

CHAWANONS.——HOMAGE PAID TO THE SUPREME BEING.—-
TREATMENT OF PRISONERS.—COQUETRY OF THE WO~
MEN.—MARRIAGES."

<

] H1 Chawanons, the most numerous and brave of the
savages, are divided into tribes veiy distant from each other.
One part of the nation, and that which is most cousiderable,
inhabits the environs of the lake Mechigan; the other is esta-
blished in Upper Louisiana, where t«-o villages are built, known
by the manies of the Large and Smail Savage Village, the former
thirty-six, and the latter forty-cight miles from St. Genevieve,
They cnly go out to hunt in the early part of November.

The Jlarge village contains four hundred and fifty inhabitants.
It is built on the top of a hill; at the foot of which flows the
Pomme river. Their cottages, which are constructed of posts
near to each other, and the spaces filled up with clay, defend
them from the iuclemency of the weather. Active, industrious,
and good huuters, they obtzin without trouble clothing and
trinkets, of which they are very fond. They have alwuvs a
certain number of horses ready at their doors, to pursue the
enemies that come io seize on those that are feeding. They breed
‘cows and pigs, and cultivate muize, puinpkins, melons, potatoes,
and corn, sufticieut for their support the whole year,

They are olten engaged in war with the Osages, a numerous
and ferocious nation, whom they never fear, except when sur-
prised in the chace. At all other times they never refuse them
battle, which has so often terminated in their favour, that they
have now ceased to harass them. In the last war which the

* A sort of pantaloon divided into two parts. .
+ A sort of sock made of squirrel skins, which reached to the ancle,

and wus fastened with o piece of skin,
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United Indians waged against the United States, the
Chawanons were particularly distinguished for their intrepidity
and hatred of the Americans.

The Chawanons are tall, handsome, and well-made. The
women, although not handsome, are far preferable to those of
the surrounding nations.

The Chawanons, as well as all the other Indian nations, have
an idea of the Supreme Being, which they have received from
their ancestors. 'T'wice a year they invoke him with feasting
and dancing. Once at the beginning of spring, wiien the gram
is sown, and also when the maize begins to change colour.
They believe the immortality of the soul, and that after death
they will come to life agamn in another country, where they
will be in want of nothing :—that they will then meet their
friends and relations ; and that those who have been brave, will
be distinguished with the greatest happiness. Generally mild
and humane, they treat their prisoners with kindness and com-
passion. If they have departed from this principle, it was only
during their war with the Americans, at which time they burned
great numbers, after causing them to endure every torture
which revenge or hatred could suggest. When a prisoner is
doomed by them to die, he is in general burned. If this bar-
barous ceremony takes place in the village, the women prepare
the instruments of his punishment, and erect the stake to which
the wretched victim is to be affixed. The women, children,
and even warriors load him with injuries and ridicule, and after
making him pass several times around the village, they conduct
him to the stake. They there beat him, and wound him with
spears and arrows ; the women cut his mnose, his ears, and his
hps. Inaword, they all endeavour to make him undergo a
thousand deaths, before they entirely destroy him. During all
this, how does the victim behave ? Not content in hraving the pu-
nishments, he encourages his enemies to proceed, laughs at the
pain they cause him to suffer, relates to them his exploits,
threatens them with the vengeance of his nation, and perishes
in the midst of torments, without uticring a sigh.

Of all the savages, the Clhawanous are the most attentive
to their dress. Like the otlicr tribes, they ocut the cartilages
of their ears, and lengthen them as much as possible, and
suspend from them silver trinkets in form of stars. They wear
on their necks large crosses, and on their heads bands and crewns
covered with spangles. They use great quaiilitics of vermilion
and black, with which they paint their bodics on festive days.

. The women wear long hair tied close to their hecads, and
covered with'skin,  They dre more careful of their children than
the other Indian natious,
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The young women among them, who have any pretensions to
beauty, practise a peculiarkind of coquetry. As soon as theyarrive
at the age of puberty, which commonly happens before they are
twelve years of age, they either keep themselves quite secluded
at home, or muffle themselves up so, that when they go abroad
it 1s impossible to see any thing but their eyes. On these indi-
cations of beauty they are eagerly sought in marriage, and those
that have gained the greatest reputation as warriors or hunters,
generally obtain the cousent of the family, After this the lover
vepairs to the cabin, where the beauty is lyng closely enveloped
on her couch. He gently approaches and uncovers her face,
so that his person may be seen. If this be to her mind, she
gives a smile of approbaticn, and invites the youth to lie down
by her side ; if not, she again conceals her face more closely
than before. The lover instantly retires, and no longer thinks of
gratifying a passion, which, among this people, is always ap-
proved when it is reciprocally felt.

When the nuptial ceremony is ended, the new son-in-law is
admitted into the cabin; but is obliged to engage in the chase for
the benefit of his father-in-law, till the birth of his first child.
Ie has the power of marrying all his wife’s sisters as they arrive
at puberty, or of disposing of them to whom he pleases. But
the young savage seldom lives long with his first wife. Often
before the age of thirty, or thirty-five, he has married and aban.
doncd at least a dozen.

CHAP. 1X.

SAINT LOUIS, CAPITAL OF UPPER LOUISTANA.— CAUSES
OF ITS ESTABLISHMENT,—ST. CHARLES.—FLORISSANT.
—JUNCTION OF THE MIS30UR]I AND THE MISSISSIPPI.
—VIDEPOCHE.—COMMERCE IN SKINS.—DEPARTURE
TOR UPPER MISSOURT.—ARRIVAL AT THE KANCES.—
TRADE.~~OTTOTATOES.—GREAT PANIS.~——MAHAS.—PON~
CAS.— ARRIVAL AT THE WHITE RIVER.— CHAGUY-
ENNES.—DEPARTURE FOR ST. LOUIS.

l&FTER remaining a few weeks in Saint Genevieve, I pro-
cceded to Suint Louis, which is seventy miles distant.  This is
the most important town in Upper Louisiana.

Saint Louis, which, both in populaticn und extent, is cqual
to Saint Genevicve, ought to Le cousidered rather as a little
town, than a large village. 'The inhabitants, employed in trade
and the fine arts, seldom occupy themselves i agricultare.
T'he trade in skins would have rendered this a considerable town
under any other government than that of Spain, lustead of
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adding to its prosperity, they endeavour even to destroy the sources
of wealth which nature bas placed within their power.

Saint Louis, founded on a rock on the banks of the Missis-
sippi, and considerably above the level of the river, is a highly
beautiful and salubrious situation : surrounded by a country of
exuberant fertility, it might long since have become the granary
of Lower Louisiziia ; though the indolence of the Spanish colo-
pists hardly produce grain enough for its own consumption.
Squirrel-skins are used in plice of money. The king aloue
pays in dollars the expences of the garrison, which docs not ex-
ceed sixty men, the galley, and the hospital. Saint Louis, as
well as St. Genevieve, was only mbabited, forty years ago, by
hunters. 'The same circumstances which mduced the inba-
bitants of Kaskaskias to remove to St. Genevieve, determined
those of Kaokias to go and reside at Saint Louis. The-village
of Kaokias, which derives its name from the river passing throush
it, was deserted by the Ireuch that inhabit=d 1t at the time
of its cession to England. The country, to a great distai:ce, has
been carefully cultivated by the Americans, who have bought 1t
at a maderate price.

St. Louis was very vigorously attacked in 1780, by a numerous
party of savages, armed and commanded by the English.  Pre-
vious to this there was no kind of fortification ; but on account
of so great a proportion of the mhabitants losing their lives, the
government crected a wooden fort on the most ¢levated part of
the town, and planted some large pieces of cannon.

Atter Saint Louls and St. Geneviove, Szt Charles is the
most important place. it 1s built on the Missouri, three leagues
from its mouth, and was the result of the emigration of some
families from St. Louis, who, being hunters by profession, came
to reside there, in order to be near a country the most abundant
in game. But notwithstanding the "beauty of its situation, the
salubrity of its air, and the richuess of its soil, they have not
been permitted to enjoy these advantages long. The Americans
came I crowds into the swrrounding country, which already
contains above four hundred families. They would have amount-
ed to two thousand, if the government had not placed bounds
to the progress of emigration. by subjecting strangers to the oath
of conformity to the catholic church.  St. Charles is surrounded
with meadows superior to those of St. Louis; and the lands,
which are better cultivated, produce corn, burley, maize, potatoes,
i a word, every nccessary for man and beast.  Florissant, which
15 a village twelve miles farther, was established eight years ago
by some of the iuhubitants of St. Louis, who wcre particularly
fond of agriculture. From this place the merchants send grain
to New Orleans. Florissant would have been more agreeable,

\



POPULATION OF VIDEPOCHE. 49

it the original inhabitants had not sacrificed every thing to the
proximity of a stream, which, however, contains water only
half the year. They wonld live in opulence, if they were able
to cxchanige, at a reasonable rate, the productions of their lands
for clothisg and other necessaries. The cultivation of tobacco,
which the traders are obliged to bringfrom Lower Lonisiana and
Kentucky, offered to them a resource; but, like the French
peusants, they blindly follow the customs of their ancestors, and
are eneinies to all mevation.

The lands bordering the Missourt in this part of Upper Lou-
isiaua are fine, rich, and healthy; and the farther we ascend
this river, the more these ndvantages seem united. The junction
of the Missouri with the Mississippi is a curiosity which no
traveller can pass by without admiration. These two powerful
streams, of which the one 1s alwuys tranquil and limpid, and the
other muddy and turbulent, seem just before their union to dread
the approach of each other. Their course, which to a certain
distance is entirely opposite, takes an almost perpendicular di-
rection, which continues to the momeut of their junction. Then,
like a furious enemy, the Missouri rushes on his adversary, which
for some time repels bim with a tranquil dignity, and perinits
not their waters to unite; and, except r case of floods after the
melting of the snows, the two streams arc said to flow for sixty
niiles without mixing, so that the water may be drunk clear on
one side, and muddy on the other.

[ had almost finished the chapter without mentioning Vide-
poch+; but the omisston would have been excusable. Although
built in a pleasant situation, and one very well adapted for com«
merce, the mhabitants postess nothing worthy the observation of
a traveller : they displuy neither Ludustry nor activity 3 and if they
labour, 1t 1s only through necessity.

Videpoche contains two hundred and fifty inhabitaoiz, not lu-
cluding the slaves, who are to the number of about fifty.

The chicf commerce of Upper Lowisiana Is carried on with
the savages, wlo inhabit the parts conticuous to the Missouri.
The principal rendezvous of the Canadian merchants on the
Mississippi are the Dog-field, which is distant about five hundied
miles from Saint Louis, and Saint Peter’s River, which is three
hundred miles further.  The Sioux who assemble here evary

_year, bring with them skins, for which they recetve nr exchange
gunpowder, guns, lea:d, vermilion, and trinsets. Berag e
to be acquainted with the manuers of these anivilized nateais,
and the mode of their deahings with the Whites, 1 fitted out a
bout, and took on board an old trader of the Hinois river. H.g
had formerly been employed by the Company.of Upper Hizour,:
and hud ascended this river farther thap auy ane n the conntr
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and was well acquainted with the different dialects of the
savages. He informed me of their manners, customs, and cere-
menies.

During his residence in these distant parts, the king of Spain
offered rewards to those traders that would give him the best
accourtt of these then unknown nations. But notwithstanding
these, the goverument have done nothing for the advancement of
trade or public information. Al these memoirs are kept in the
archives, from which I have made seme curious and teresting
extracts.

On the 18th of May, 1802, having received ten men on
board, and loaded my boat with every thing reqaired for the
savages, viz. woollen clothing, blue and scarlet cloths, guas,
gunpowder, lead, vermilion, copper cauldrons, knives, wines,
and silver trinkets, I proceeded ou my passage. "Yhe banks of
the Missouri, for six miles, contein neither villages nor houses
but the lands appear of an exceilent quality. At 117 miles
from the mouth of the Missourt, is seen the river of the Great
Os or Osages. Having ascended it 240 miles, we saw two
villages, which were the most populous on the south bank.
Thirty miles farther we found their old villuzes, which are now
almost entirely destroyed. Thev were forced by the Sioux to
abandon them, and to retire into the interior.

At alittle distance from the old villages, on the opposite
bank, 1s seen the Great River. It is above forty fathoms wide
at its mouth, and navigable with boats above 300 miles. We
remained here twenty-four hours, I order to renew our stock
of poovisions, which was now nearly exhausted. Two or three
miles irom the Great fver isa place, called by the savages
Vachnmto (harbour of serpents). I was desirous of knowing
whether it deserved the nanie, and therefore walked with my
interpreter to the piace.  But on this point I was in a short time
perfectly satisficd,  We embarked next morning, and arrived
m three days at the river of the Kanees. "This river is navi-
gable at ali seusous to the extent of 500 miles.

Tie Kanees are tall, hondsome, vieorous, and brave. Thev
are active and good hunters, and trade 1s carried on with them
by the Vo hites vithout danger.

Wlhien a trader arvives at a village belonging to these nations,
his fiss: business is to make presents to the chiefs, before he
Tands e taordiandise. He i then permitted to construct his
cubit 2 any pare of the villore which he pleases, and to open
his shop.  Wahen the prices of the articles which he brings for
sale are once lixed, no variations whatsoever are afterwards
permiited. When o savage enters the trader’s eabin, Le lays

Aian the skins which he has 1o dispose of, aud iix-s.on the
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articles which he prefers.  Each skin has a eonventional vilue,
What they call a plu, is equal in value to a dollar. "Thus, two
goat-sking make a plu, an otter’s skin two plu. As the piices
are regulated by the plu, theicis never any difficulty in the trafiic.

All the persons of distinction seemed anxious to shew their
regard for me. They feasted me by turns; and, according t
their customs, offercd me their danghters. [ accepted ‘those of
the great chief, whom 1 was afraid of displeasian by a refusal,
and made preseuts to the rest. Among the questions which
this people put to me wus the followirg: ¢ Are the people
of your country sluves to their wives like the Whites with whom
we trade?”  DBemy {carinil of losing my credit if [ did not appear
superior to the other Whites, | replied, that thev loved their wives
without being their slaves ; and that they abandoned them when
they were deficicnt in their duty. The trifling presents that I
made to the chief’s duuchters gamed me great reputation for ge-
nerosity, which 1 1o country can be obtained at a cheaper rate,

Afzer remaining here twelve days, 1 departed for the mouth of
the river Kuuces, where we dug a hole, m which we deposited
our skins, so thist they might not incommode us in our voyage.
T'hirty-five miles farther we found one of the old villages of the
Kanees, and twenty-two miles beyond the other. Three miles
before we arrived at the last village we perceived some iron ore.
Iintended to have essayed it on my return, but an accident unfor-
tunately happening, prevented me. The savannah of St. Michael
commences a little hizher up, extendmg to a great distance into
the couutry, and occupving an extent of twenty-four miles on the
river. From thence to the Weeping River, (which is one hundred
:nd forty miles distant) nothing is found worthy the attention of
a traveller. As I proposed visiting the Ototatoes, and after-
wards the Great Panis, I left the boat, accompanied by iy inter-
preter aud a sailor, and parsued a path along the forest as far as
the river. The following evening v e arrived at the old villages of
the Ototatoes. There were scarce any remains of this nation ex-
isting.  The Sioux have forced thuin to retire to the north,
where they have fixed their residence for many veurs.  We saw
some of them, who received us with kindness, aud supplied us
with fresh provisions in exchange for trinkets, &c.

If I muay judge of the rest o this nation by those that T saw,
they are ugly and ill-forined. The Plate River, on which their
village is built, is neaily as large as the Missouri; but it is so
shallow, and its current so rapid, that it can only be navigated
from sp1ing to the becinung of summer.  ts sources aie in the
mounttins of Upper dlexico, not far from that of the Santa F.é,
We only remained thirtv-<ix hours with the Ototatoes, and conti-
tued sur voyage o the Plate River to the Great Pants, where we

G2
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arrived in three days.  As there was very little water, the sa_ilors
were obliged to raise up the hoat, and haul 1t thirty or forty
fathoms on the gravel. We were better received by the Great
Panis than we had even been by the Kanees. They were at
war with the nation called Republicans, and had oniy a small
number of fire-arms, without any powder. We supplied them
with some, in exchauge for beavers’, wolves’, and squirrels’ skm.s.
When any one arrives among those vations that are crguaged in
war, he must be careful not to shew any arms except those he
intends to sell, otherwise he will be in danger of having them
seized. "T'he Great Panis are not so tall as the Kanees. They
are active, and good hunters; and they would kill more game
if the Whites came more frequently to trade with them. Their
manners very closely resemble those of the Isanees. 1 was
present at the burial of a person of distinction amony them; but
as this ceremony is the same among all the savage nations, I shall
defer the account of it for the present.  We only remained cisht
days among the Great Panis. On our return to the Missouri,
we landed at the mouth of the Plate River, at a fort built
by the company of the Upper Missouri, in the year 1792.
We left there some furs, and proceeded ou our voyuge.  Twenty-
six miles higher up is secn the first river of the “ioux. ltis
navigable only to a small distance, and derives its source near to
the Monis, which flows into the Missisippi.

Ninety miles beyond the first river of the Sioux, seven hundred
and thirty-five miles bevoud the mouth of the Missouri, is the Ma-
has river and viilages. ‘T'his vi:tion suffered exceedingly in 1801 by
the small-pox. The village 15 situated in a fine plan, one league
from the Missourl. The Mahas have nothing to distinguish them
from the other savages. 'I'liey bave few fire-arms, and are there-
fore obliged to restrain their love of war. Although I had no
pcrs? motives for complaint, yet I found them less affable than
the Kanees and the Great Panis,  We supplied them with gun-.
vowder, bullets, vermilion, and trinkets, m exchange for some
buffaloes’ flesh, of which we salted about three buiidied pounds
weight,

'Fwo days previous to my departure I was present at their pre-
parations for a war expedition which they were going to make
against the Miamis nations. [ ate there, for the first time in my
life, dog’s flesh, with which they always regale themiscives on these
occasions. Although this food was extremely dissgrecable to
me, I was obliged to commend and praise it. 1 ficquently en<
quired of them the reasons of this custom, but conld nover obtain
any thing satisfactory; they said that they devived the cusiom
from their ancestors, and that, it they suitied it, they would i
in thelr undertaking.
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Twenty miles from the Mahas River, is the second river of the
Sioux, and sixty miles farther, the semains of the village Petit-Arc.
1t was built by a Malas chief of the same name, who, in conse-
quence of a dispute with some of his tribe, came with his family
and friends, and formed an establishment. 'I'hese, after his death,
finding themselves too weak to resist the Sioux, who came to lay
them under coutribution, joined themselves to this nation, from
which thev are no longer separated. Three miles below the
Poncas village 15 the Rapid River, which is at its mouth seventy
fathoms wide. Itis so rapid and shallow, that it cannot even be
uavigated by a boat. 'The Poncas nation, to which { walked irom
the Running River, contains three hundred and fifty warriors, not-
withstauding the ravages of the small-pox. One of my crew had
a pair of silyer ear-rings, on which a youn: savage uppeared to
have fixed his heart. He offered him in exchange furs of more
than twenty times their value. But no offer seemed suflicient,
and no importunity could prevail. He waylaid the possessor,
shot him in the neck with an arrow, and left bim for dead. He
stripped off the ear-riugs, and proceeded with an air of satisfaction
to me, and presented what he had hefore offered for the trinkets,
which were then suspended from his ears. As voon us [ was
fuformed of what had happened, [ hastened to the spot, and found
the sailor motionless, and almost dead; the arrow suil rem-ined
in the neck. Oune of the savages extracted it from the wound,
on which he laid a plant which he bad previcusly masticated,
and made some signs to implore, as he said, the aid of the great
Dlanitou *.

Ou my return T found the whole crew under arms, preparing
to revenge themselves on the supposed murderer. 1 ussured
them that the wounded man would recover, and by this means
revdered them more calm.  The next day he was peorfectly
recovered, zud therefore we judged it proper to embuarh, wud
ascended the Missouri as far as the White River, whichi [ had fixed
as the boundary of my voyave, We here found a purt of the
Chaguyvenne nation, composed of about one hundred and twenty
men. The greatest part of them having 1.cver seen a white man,
looked at us and our clothing with the greatest astonishment.

At a liitle distance from the mouth of the White River, I per-
ceived a mountain, more elevated than any of those on the banks
of the Missouri.  The weather being cxtremcly fine, 1 took with
ane two Liuniers, my interpreter, and a young savage for a gmdc.
When we bad wsconded it half way, the cold became very scuahle
aud we had brought nothing to defend us from it. My compa-
nions lighted a large tire, near to vhich we slept during the mgiit.

* Tr-title which they give to the Lioly
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At day-break we continued, and before sun-rise had gained the
summit.  The green which surrounded us, presented the appear-
ance of a calm sca.  Some of 1y companions having shot a calf
and some squirrels, we redaled ourselves on them.

1 proposed to employ some little time 1 raising a monument,
which might one duy attract the attention of travellers in those
diatnnt countries.  or want of stone 1 uvsed wood, and having
cut some cedars, 20 iuches w nn\ .-, cleared the trunk.s, and
made tiem sguare; these we lined n the nmuud, so that each
side was turned towards cne o the four cardmul points. On one
side I engraved my nawe, with this wmscription, 500 coznaseend
on .mothen, those of all my cor:panions 5 on another, Deo ¢t Na-
tara ; and on the fourth the date of our arrival.

On the <fith of August we sct out to return to St. Louis;
from whici: we had bcen absent (e montha.  When v reached
the river of the Kanees, and were occu';i- 210 ke on hoard the
furs that we had riipuxlted thhre, we saw a party of the Sioux

approaching ; we therefore iminedintely yeimbarled, icaving some
of the least valuable: fuse hebind. We had hardiy gmxed the
opposite shore when we were saluted with z discharge of nus-
quetryv;  Lut night coming on, the savages abandoncd i
purﬂut :

© This was the only act of hostility that we experienced on our
scturn to St. Louis, where we asiis.d on the 26th of Seplember.,
Tt is wineo SEATV 10] me to My, that after a vovpae of four
months, during which time [ hud no other bed but the ground,
no other du m l ut water, I Nuucd some rest.

CHADP. XL

TIADE OF THE ENGULISH IN NORTH AMERICA.—TRADE OF
LOUISIANA ON THE MISSOURI.—TL XS FURNISHED BY
EACH NATION.—ADVANTAGLS O¢F FRANCE OVER ENG-
LANDIN THE FURTRADE.—DIFFICULTIES EXPERIENCED
BY THE ENGLISH IN REACHING THE 21SSISSIPPL.

~
VI HE countries to the north of the Tnited Siates, which pre-
sent to the view of truvellers nothing but immense lakes, unna-
vigable rivers, mountains of ice, and desert 1..‘nme covered the
greatest part of the year with snow. huve opencd to the English a
greater source of wealth than even ih:c mines of Mexico aud Poru,

Canada, ceded to the Inglish 1u 1765, has assumed a new
form. The lands, which are cultivated with care , rivid all others,
and the superb yivers that water-it, bring to them, duily, wrti icles
of the greatest value. Swrcunded !)\ savages, ugrinst whose
attacks they must always be prepared, tie I Nu_h, only tusting
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to their own strength, went out {ram their habitations with fear,
and dared not cultivate lands which they were unable to defend
The Enulishi, o the contiary, have obtained iriends reud, w
assist them, if required.  Encouraged Dy their successes, they
have penctrated fartiier into the country ; nota singlc stream but
1: covered with thiir boat:, not a lake hut they have crossed,
although some, fiom their extent and depth, may be compared
to seas. At present they are still advancing ; every year inercases
tuir trade and their wealth; and their desires scem to enlarge
with their abundance.

After the cession of Canada, a yeconrce still remained to
France to enter into a competition with England in the valuable
commerce of furs. Why did the governisent, badly informed of
1ts true interests, oive up to Spain a eclony, expensive to thein on
account of its bad w lministration, but which could not fall one
1y to be of the greutest importerice? The Mississippi, which
remaine i their power, cifered sofficient resources to make up
for the vaertiices of 1763, But complaiuts ure vain.  What the
govermnent then did, wus thought most advantageous to the
general mierest.

Trade is carried on by barter with the different savage natiens,
by whom the greatest part of America is at this day mhabited.
Since their intercourse with the White s, their wants have induced
them to adopt @ more uctive life.  "They have thrown off their
old clothing to adopt a new 5 their bows and arrows have been
1 placed by guns -nd rifles ; the juices of plants, with whick
they painted thes ‘bodies, have Leen excliare, ed for colours manu-
factured in Fnrope; and lastly, the roive-hing boverage which
preserved thenr Liealths and lives, have given place to strong
spirits, which burn and desirov thais. Fle English, to satisty
these new demands, have establishied depdts In many parts of
Canada ; by means of which, the prodace of their manufactories
is circulated in the western and northern pacts of North Aime-
rica: to which the merchants of Upper Lowsiana go, ot a great
expence, to provide themselves with necessaries, ‘® exchauge for
furs of the finest quality.

The objects of trade are, blue and scarlet cloths, vermilion,
guns, balls, guupowder, copper kettles, knives, black feathors,
hats for the chicls, silver and tin trizkets, and blue, red, black,
and white ribands, whicly are us! exclusively by the women.

These are all the articles seut by the knglish, which are sold
to the traders of Louisizua, ata high price. The merchants who
come from Queliee or Montreal to this lepst, are suljject d to
much trouble, delay, and exp ace, as thew bouts must be toaded
and unloaded thirty-sis times, and curvied, as well as Lie mer-
chandise, on the miew’s shoulders to different dis_uces.  From

St. Louss, the coutre of the commerce of Upper Lowsiwa, to
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but cach boat, proviled with five men, only carrles three thousand
vicizht of merchandise, ard cannot return in less than three or
four months. Besides the profit of the merchant, which 1s 80
ar 00 ver cent. on the London prices ; three thonsand weight
bears an augmentation equal to the wages and expence of five
men for sur months, .

Some, no doubt, will be surprised to hear that trve men be-
longing to the boat, after it 15 cleared, canry it on their shouiders
for tnawy miles : but their astonishment will cease when they are
informed that these boats are constructed of the bark of the birch
tree, stionely jomed with rosin, and sppp_orted by shight ribs.
"These ave on'y employed for the navigation of the lakes and
rivers. Some zre twenty-five feet long and five broad, and only
weigh four hundred pounds. )

The nations inhabiting the bank of the Missouri, with whom alone
the merchants of Louisiana trade with advantage, are the Osages ;
Ui number of whom able to bear arms are, one thousand two
hundred ; the Kanees, four hundred and fifty; the Republicans,
three hundred ; the Ototatoes, three hundred and fifty; the Great
Panis, tive hundred; the Loups, two hundred ; the Blahas, six
hundred ; the Poncas, three hundred ; the Ricaras, one thons::.nd.
"Fhe Mandannes, Chaguyennes, and Maniataris partaie very little
of trade. They only earry it on by means of other nations, that
buy their furs to sell to the Whites,

‘All thesc nations united, form a mass of about five thousand
hunters, who supply Upper Louisiana in the following propor-
tion: 'The Osages, eight hundred bundles of squirrel-skins, and
one huudred and fifty of fine skins. The Kanees, two hundred
squirrel skins, and forty fine ; the Republicans, one hundred and
forty, of which ten are fine; the Ototatoes, one hundred and
sixty, of which 20 are fine ; the Great Panis, one hundred and
forty, of which 10 are fine; the Loups eighty; the Mahas, thice
hundred and ten, of which 40 are fine; thie Poncas, seventy,
and six finc ; the Paducas, fifty, and six fine ; and the Ricaras,
fifty, almiost all fine, and of a superior quality, on account of the
animals being taken very far north. Thus the commerce with
the people of the 3Missouri ancunts to about 20,000 French livres
anuually.

To the trade of the Mississippt the Engalish can have no
claim, since the people with whom they trade pursuc their game
entirely on the night bank ; and their rendezvous are, as before
stated, at the Dog-field, and at the mouths of the rivers situ-
ated 1n the territory of Louisiana.  The Freuch merchunts pass
from New Orleans o flat-bottomed boats, which are able to
reach any part of tie Mississippy, without chrining un advantage
of more than ten or twelve per ceut. as well on account of the

Michilmakina, there is not, it is true, but one transportation §
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small numbers of men cmployed, as their not heing obliged to be
unloaded.

The Evgli-h merchandise, on the contrary, from Quebec to
Michihmahinas, 1s wercased Q5 per cent.  I'rom thence to the
Dogicid, it experiences an advance of 7 per cent.  The
U'rcnch then possess an advantage of 20 per cent. ; and do not em-
pioy above twenty-five meu to conduct the same quantity, for
which the English require ninety.

Besides, the boats employed by the English are small, and
capable of carrying heavy loads ; therefore, great numbers are
required, while those of the I'rench are considerably larger. In
the second place, the English require the same time to return as
to g0, viz. four months ; while the Freuch return from the Dog-
ticld to New Orleans in one month.

T'o render this truth more clear, let us suppose eight thousand
weight of merchandise set out from Quebec and New Orleans on
the first of August : the FKuglish will require sixteen boats, each
with four rowers and a captain.  T'hat which left New Orleans
1s embarked in a large boat, which only requires eighty rowers and
a captain. The French will arrive in three months, while the
English require four and sometimes five.

The natious with whom the English trade on the Mississippi
are the Scioux, who furnish themn annually with two thousand tive
hundred bundles of skins, one fourth of which are of the finest
quality. The Sucs and Renards also furnish about one thousand
bundles of squirrcl-skins.  "T'he Monis to the number of three
hundred hunters; the Opyoa, four hundred and fifty ; and the
Peraus, three huudred ; barter about eight hundred bundles,
most of which are fine.  These nations, who inhabit the banks of
the rivers from which they derive their names, are less ferocious
ri:an the Scloux, and tradc is carried on with them without danger.

CHAP. XL

DOVERNMENT OF UPPER LOUISIANA—EXCLUSIVE PRI~
VILEGES.—PLANTS PECULIAR TO LOULISIANA,—MAPLE
SUGAR.~— DANGEROUS RLEPTILES.— BLACK BEARS.—
CHASE.~~JAGUALR.-~-BUFIALO.---MAMMOTII, OR AMERI~
CAN ELLFITANT,

g

E HE government of Upper Louisiana, like tbat_ of all~ the

cthor Spunish colouies, is military.  Retaining within itself the

civil and judicial powers, the delepute of the government may

be either good or bad, just or nnjist, abuse his authority, or keep

him=elf within the limits of s otice.  He 13 iu no dread of
HL Lac.] H
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being reprimanded by his superiors, who are frequently as cul-
pable as himself. )

Far from encouraging population, they seem already burthened
with the few people that inhabit it. In vain does_the Spanish
government assert that the interest which it takes m Louisiana,
is on account of the produce which it yields ; instead of being
any advantage, it is a great expence.—DBut this country is a barrier
which the prudent proprietor supports at a grout‘ cxpence, to
preserve his fields from a dangerous neighbour. "These reasons,
specious in appearance, are futile, when attentively examined In
the first place, Louisiana produces nothing. T bave, heard a rich
proprictor complain that he had not reaped auy thing, when he
ought to begin by stating that he had not sowed any thing. One
tenth part of the sums expended for forty ycars would have
entirely changed the appearance of this country, if it had been
wisely emploved. Tt pays no taxes! but what are moderate
axes to a people protected n their labour and industry ? Money
in circulation, which is continually returning to its source, far
from injuring the prosperity of a country, contributes to the
public wealth and opulence. L()uis‘iaua 3‘9, I grant, a barrier to
preserve the rich Spanish possessions in Mexico: but why
remove its guardians 7 Why, under the pretext of religion, stop
those that offer themselves, while they ought to be assisted and
encouraged f In fact, if there exi-ts a guvernment blind to its
own interests, and those of its subjects, 1t is undoubtedly the
Spanish. It is poor, while possessing mines that enrich the uni-
verse ; without bread, while enjoying the most fertile lands;
without manufactures, with thousands of hands unemployed ; in a
word, without weight in the political balance of Luwrope, while
it has the means of making itsclf feared and respected.

Agreeable to the Spamsh system, the trade with the savages
is carrted on by exclusive privileges, which the governor-gc-
neral ought to grant as a recompence for services, but which,
1o truth, are disposed of to the best bidder.  This right of sale is
rcckoned among the emoluments of the oftice ; the salary of
which is barcly sufiicient to maiutain him, although designed
to make his fortune.

The exclusive privileges ought politically to be considered asa
disease tending to dissolve the social body, by encouraging an
estrangement of the people from a government which tolerates
them. As relating to commerce, they must be regarded as the
source of indolence, and abolition of industry. The Spaunish
government, in order to justify exclusive privileges, adduces true
or apparent motives. In the first place, the necessity of keeping
the savages in Upper Louisiana in a state of dependance; so that,
ou the first symptoms of discontent, all comnunication might be
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stopped, and all means of attack or defence removed.  Secondly,
the immorality of most t:aders, whose jealousics and competitions
daily give rise to crimes ; and who often 1o nuin unpunished by the
facility of escaping the laws. "hirdly, the nicuns which exclusive
privileges afford to recompense services to the stute, without ex-
haustiny ity coffors, or diminishing its revenaes.

T'he two formerreasons bear in themsome uppearance of reality,
but these are far from counterbalancing the ubuses that result
from exclusive privileges.  As to the third, itis so opposite to
received principles, so adverse to good scuse and sound policy,
that it is scarcely credible 1t would have been advanced in the
nineteenth century. It is only necessary to behold the languid
state of Upper Louisiana, to be convinced of the abuse. The
inhabitants, jealous of each other, instead of employing means of
acquiring property, only think how to destrovit. "Those only
Licing respected whom the government favours, they are conti-
nually calculating by what calumny or itrigue they may obtain
that favour, which alone opens to them the paths to fortune: and
when these reflections do not give birth to crimes, there always
arises an apathy and indifference, the best consequence of which
ts an unbounded idleness. From this source flow intemperance,
drunkenuess, debauchery, gamiug, in a word, the total corruption
of public mauuers. Forced to linger in indigence, their
talents remain hidden ; and those happy dispositions which nature
has implanted, produce no advantages either to their families or
their country.

Upper Louisiana, situated in a temperate climate, produces
the same plants as France, and also some that are peculiar to the
country. Among the latter, the maple seems to merit particular
attention. "This tree, which grows 1 low and rich lands, furnishes
a sweet juice, from which sugar is estracted, although in some
dezree inferior to that obtained from the sugar-cane.  In Fe-
bruary and March, the inhabitants of Louisiana and the Western
States of Amncrica reap this profitable harvest. As soon as
the rays of the sun have acquired sufficient force to penetiate
the carth, the sap circulates in the maple n such abundance,
that it would force an outlet if one was neglected to be made.
Trom this flows a liquor, which being collected by travellers gave
rise to the opinion that it contaived something more than the
commaon sap of plants. Experiments soon discovered its valuable
cualitics.  ‘The following 1s the mode of preparing the sugar :—
" Ax soon as the winter has given place to a milder season, the
inlubitants who wish to obtain sugar, transport their families to
the woods, and there crect huts.  Their first care 15 to provide
themsclves with troughs,  Afterwards they pierce each tree with
an quger of about half aninch in diamcter. — Some require to be
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pierced in six places, others only in two. When the seacon is
favourable, that is to say, when cold nights succeed fine days,
the maples fill the holes o pierced, three times in twenty-four
hours, with a juice very strongly impregnated with sugar: but
when, on the contrary, the weatker is rainy, it loses in quality
and quantity. When enough is collected, 1t is placed in a pot
over a tire and evaporated. The residuc forms a pleasant <vrup,
which has been emploved with success at Puris, for colds, &e.
under the title of the “ Sirop du Canada.”

It would be difficult to relate the numerous plants which grow
in this fine part of the New World. The Indians have no
other pharmaceutical preparations than those which nature has
provided, and yet there is hardly a wound or bite, however
venemous, which they have nct simples that will cure.  With
some of these they will often remove the most obstinate mala-
dies ; and even the venereal disease is said, when in its worst
state, soon to vield to the virtues of their plants.

I saw an Indian who had been wounded in a skirmish, and
continued his retreat with his comrades, though they went at
the rate of sixty miles in twentv-four hours. Whenever they
halted, one of the chiefs applicd a plaister, made of a root,
which he bruised in his mouth, to the wound, and fastened 1t
with a thin slip of bark, so as not to impede the motion of the
part.

Among their less important plants, are those from which
they procure their various and lasting dves. One plant thev
have, which possesses so singular a property, as almiost to ex-
ceed belief. 1t destroys or moderates the action of fire. A
savage made the experiment in my presence. He took a piece
of the root, which he chewed for some moments, and then
rubbed over his hands. lle next took three coals in the state
of the most vivid combustion, which he successively extinguished
by a gentle frietion between his hands, without the least percep-
tion of pain, or the smallest appcarance of any burn, or ex-
coriation of the part. He afterwards took some coals in his
mouth, blew them into a flame with his breath, held them be-
tween his teeth, and bit them in pieces without exhibiting any
symptoms of pain or injury. The Osages are best acquamted
with the mode of using this plant. These experiments may, [
thiuk, serve to explain how our ancestors passed unburt over
the different ordeals, to which for various crimes they were con-
demped.

They have another, ‘extraordinary plant, which possesses the
property of coagulating water, and reducing it in a few moments
to a curdy mass. A few drops of the juice arg sufficient for the
purpose. ' :
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The only venomous reptiles which Upper Louisiana pro-
duces, are the rattle-snake and the hissing-snake, or copper
serpeut; but to these, nature has furnisked a natural enemy in
'ﬂze hog, at whose sight they flv, but whom they rarely cscape.
The black bears, far from being danzerous, furnish when
youny an agreeable and wholesome feod, and when old a great
quantity of oil. The chase is most adventazeous in winter.
448 soon as the snows commence, they retire to hollow trees,
or excavations in the rocks, where thev remain without food
or drink until April or May. At this time the chase begins,
Four or five men are employed to discover the places where
they are hidden. The most intrepid of the company provide
themselves with torches and cutlasses, and enter the cave, fol-
lowed by others, armed with guns or carabines. The bear,
benumbed with cold, is only awakened from his lethargy
when burned.  If surprised while sleeping, he is killed without
danger; but, if awakened by any cause, he darts towards the
mouth of the cave, overturning every thing that opposes him,
He, however, scldom escapes the huaters without, who are
stationed for the purposc of intercepting him.  Some of these
bears vield two hundred pounds weight of oil.

The Jagars, called by the inhabitants of Louisiana panthers
are found m great numbers in all the temperate parts of North
America. They are only to be dreaded when bhungry, or de-
prived of their young ; and then they make the woods resound
with their cries. The flesh of the voung Jagar is tender and
delicate, and is in my opinton preferable to that of the squirrel,
or even veal.

The wild bulls or buffaloes were formerly so numerous in
Upper Louisiana, that hunters were contented to cut out their
tongues, and to leave the carcases for carnivorous aninals or
birds. This animal, which frequently weighs onc thousand
ponnds, affords excelient meat.  lts sk is used by the savages,
both as a covering and a bed, and the length of the hair renders
it impenetrable by rain.  Besides the above-mentioned animals,
this country produces game in great abundance. The wilds
turkeys here attain a great size, and are found in large Hocks.
In the autumn and winter, they weigh from twenty-five to thirty
pounds.  The rivers abound in fish of an excellent quality.

Another animal that seems to have existed in great numbers,
in North America, is the Mammoth. The quantity of bones
found in Gifferent parts, prove that this animal was a native of
this part of the globe. Like the elephary, it measures ten or
eleven feet in height, and fifteen to eighteen in length. ~And
the impossibility of its being able to reach the ground with its
head, leaves no doubt that 1t received its feod by means of a
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the position of their tusks. In the elephant they are flattened,
more vertical than horizontal, and placed on both sides of the
upper jaw. In the Mammoth they are round, and at some
distance from each other. 'Their substance is different from
wosry, bemng on the surface of a brown colour. They are
decomposed by the air, aud when thrown into water occasion a
bubbling, stmilar to that produced by calcareous stones. Of
this animal various skeletons have heen found, hetween the 35 and
45 degrees of North latitude.  What have been the causes of the
total extinction of this gigantic race, it 1s_impossible to say:
since no animuls are known in this part of the contineut,
able to combut or overcome them. 1 leave this, therefore, to
be decided by naturalists: and ouly add, that where any boues
have been forud, they are alwavs In great quantities, so that
this anitmal eithor lived or fought In conrpanies.

trunk., The only difference of these species seem to consist in

CHAP. XII.

SAVAGES OF UPPER MISSOURL—THEIR BELIEF.—WOR-
SHIP.—RELIGIOUS CHEREMONIES.—CUSTOMS AT THE
DEATII OF A PARENT.—RBURIAL, &c.

-
rg HE Ricaras, formeriv the most populous nation of North
Awmerica, possessed thivty -two villages, most of which have
been destroved, either by the Scioux, or the small-pox. The
few thut cacaped formed themselves nto one tribe.  As well as
those farther north, they have hittle communication with the
Whites, and have rctained the manners, customns, and dress
of thetr ancestors,  T'wo leagues from the village of the Ri-
caras, flows the Chaguvenne niver, broad but shallow. It de-
rives its source, according to the account of the savages, in one
of the mountains on the west. The Chaguvennes, who are
continually wandering on both its banks in pursuit of buffaloes,
are divided uto three hordes, the largest of which preserves
the name Chaguvenne; the second is named Quisy, and the
third Chousa.  Not content with hunting on the banks of this
iiver, they pass on to the immeuse savannuhs near the Plate
River. "Fhe lakes and morasses bevond these suvannahs abound
so much with  castors, that they are considered by this credu-
lous people to be the original residence of these animals.

“ I tie wnidst of these lakes,” say they, “ is one much larger
than the resy, znd to which no animal dare approach. The
buifidoes wiil not venture to graze on its banks, or allay their
thirst in its watois. Jiy the middle of this lake is a cottage of
an extracrdingy size, surrouaded by a number of smaller ones.
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Every night at the same hour, the waters are agitated in a
dreadful manner, and a noise hewd rescmbling that of an f-
petuous torrent.  There the king of the castors resides.  T'wo
young savages one day bioine desirous to see this wonderini
anmal, hid themscives in a thicket, at a Lttle distance from the
lake. During three days, they remained there, without seeing
any thing, but always heard the noise of the waters. "Thev
were on the point of departing, when they suddenly perceived
on _the summit of the cottire, a beaver of an immense size, znd
wl}lte as a swan, who, after looking arcund him for scme time,
cried out, and immediately the waters were agitated : the young
men being terrified, fled and told this to their companions.”

The Chaguyennes, although wunderers the greatest'part of the
vear, sow near their cottages maize aud tobacco, which they
come to reap at the hegining of autumn. They are n general
good huntsmen, and kill great numbers of castors, which they
sell to the Scioux. Many other wandering nations that are
allied to the Chaguvennes, hunt in the same country.  They are
the Cayowas, the Tocaninambiches, the Tokiouakos, the Pita-
pahatos. "The great wation of the Padaws, is ouly distant
twenty-five miles from that of the Ricaras. The Halisanes or
Bald-heads, are a wandering people, who hunt on the opposite
side of the Plate River, as fur as that of the Jrkansas, and ex-
tend to the foot of the mountains of New Mexico.  From thiwe
White River, which flows into the Missouri, two hundred and
forty miles lower than that of the Chaguyermes, as far us
another cighteen miles distant, whose name is unknown, all the
eastern banks is occupied by the Scioux or Thous, who are di-
vided into four wandering tribes. "This people, who are de-
ceitful and cruel, often plunder the Ricaras and Chaguyvennes
of clothes and horses, and the Mandines of muize and tobucco.

The Mandanes, who formcrly were vors nwmerous, at pre-
sent only amount to about three hundred warnors.  "Tley are
divided into three villages, the most considerable of which 1
on the western bauk, and the two others on the castern bunk of
the Missourt. 'The Asseniboines, a wandering nation on the
north of the Missowi, traffic with the Mandaues, whom they
supply with guns, gun-powder, balls, &c. in exclinee for horses,
maize, and tobacco.

One hundred and fifty miles west of the Misconi, is the
mouth of a large river called Yellowrock.  lts bunks abound in
buffaloes, and all kinds of deer.

The Savages on the western banls entertain u great venc-
ration for the Whites, and trade is carried on vith them
safety, It may be regarded as a cortain rule, that the less the
Indians have had communication with the civili-«d natious, the
more they are good, gancrous, and kind.  “Ihe bud sclection of
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men to trade with them, soon makes them lose that respect
‘which it would have been so important to have preserved. )

Their belief concerning the origin of the world and man, 15
so closely connected tvith absurd and ridiculous fables, as scarcely
to menit a relation. They all know that there was an original
man, but they ditfer with respect to his creation: some affirm that
he came from the bosom of the waters, others from the earth,
and that the rays of the sun gave him motion and existence.
They all adore a Supreme Bemg, whom they call the Great
Spirit.  The following is the manner in which many nations of
Upper Missow say, that they became acquainted with him.

« The anclent savages,” say they, ¢ neither knew or reve-
renced the Great Spint, neither prepared for him feasts or sa-
erifices.  They had become so wicked, that he resolved to ex-
terminate them, which he effected by lightning. Being moved
with compassion towards those that were spared, he resolved
to make them good. To accomplish this, he iuspired two
voung girls to go to a litile disiance from the village. He
there plunged them in a deep sleep, during which one was
raised up to heaven; the other soon after awoke, but not
seeing her compauion, she ran to the wvillage, but she cculd
not find her. Men, women, and children, were bewailing
her fate, when a cloud of an extraordinary form appeared at
some distance, and filled the spectators with terror. On the
cloud was seen an eagle, carrving the young girl, whom it
placed on the summit of a neighbourmg mountam. Upon this
they all ran and enquired of her, to which she replied.
« Having been carried while asleep into heaven, I found my-
self on waking, at the feet of a man of dazzling beauty and
gigantic form.  Young girl, said he, look at me: I am the
Great Spirit, Lord of men and animals; with a single word,
I give to them life or death. It is to me that men ought
to offer feasts and sacrifices, but they do mot so. Return to
them, and tell them that you have seen me, and what { re-
quire of them. 'Those that are obedient shall enjoy pros-
perity ; those that are rebellious, I will destroy.” ¢ Since that
ume,” say the savages, “ we have worshipped the Great Spirit,
and have offered him the first fruits,”

The savages particularly reverence the sun, because it is the
most brilliant and bountiful being in nature.  They adore the
morning star, which they always entreat 1o be propiticus, before
they attack their enemics. They respect the cedar, because it is
the only tree that remains green during the wholc vear. "The
Ricaras every year, on a certain day, plant one of these trees,
with great ceremony, at the entrance of the lodges of old men.

In all the villages up the Missourt, there s a large cabin, called

4
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the Lodge of Old Men, and which is consecrated to feasting,
dancing, and religious ceremonies. Here they give audience to
strangers, and deliberate on the interests of their nation. [t is
also called the Lodge of Mercy; for if their most cruel enemy
take refuge in it, his life is not only spared, but he is secure
from every insult.

_ When the young men wish to obtain from the Great Spirit the
gift of courage, or the favour of killing one of their enemies,
they retire to a hill, where, without provisions, they pass several
days, uttering all the while the most hideous cries.  On the last
day of this religious ceremony they cut off a joint of one of their
fingers, or gnaw it off with their teeth, and leave it on the hill. -

Others bore holes in their arms and shoulders, into which
they pass wooden pegs, and to them thev attach long cords, from
which their military weapons, and many heads of oxen, are sus-
pended. In this state they mzke the circuit of the village, and
having repeated the ceremony for five successive days, they de-
part for the war.

All the savages believe in a future life. They say, that after
death they shall go to u village where all their wunts will be sup=
plied; and that those who are the bravest will be dignificd with
the greatest honous.

They are more or less sensible to the loss of their parents, and
express 1n various wayvs their sorrow. The Ricaras and Man-
" danes very seldom, bewail the dead. The Scioux, the Tocanin-
ambiches, and the Chaguyennes, are, on the contrary, incon-
solable for the loss of theirs: night and morning they bewail
around their cottages, sometimes for a whole year. The women
cut off their hair, and distribute all that they posscss among those
that will come and weep with them.

An old Scioux, having lost his son in a battle with the Osages,
cut off, every month, a piece of his cars, so that at the expiration
of the year, he had nothing left but the orifices.

When a warrior dies, or is killed in battle, his body 1s rubbed
with a red earth, and wrapped in a skin. A hole four feet
square is then dug, in which it is deposited.  On each side are
placed his arms and clothes, and some meat ; not that they believe
the dead man eats it, but because the custom 1s derived from
their ancestors. The women e interred with less ceremony ;
whatever they have a particular reg.ad for in their lives i« gene-
rally placed by their side.



CHAP. XIIL

MANNERS OF THE SAVAGES OF UPPER MISSOURI.—EX AM-~
PLE OF JUSTICE EXERCISED BY THE SCIOUX ON ONE
OF THEIR GREAT CHIEFS,—DOMESTIC MANNERS OF THE
SAVAGES.— EMPLOYMENT OF THE WOMEN.—WAR OF
THE SAVAGES; MANNEROF COMMENCING IT.—RETURN
Oo¥F A C()NQUEROR.—SCALP-D:.‘&NCE.——SORROW AFTER A
DEFEAT.—TRAITS OF COGRAGE AND INTREPIDITY.

AMONG the savages little distinction or subordination is
known, They live, although in society, in a state bordering
on perfect equality, without established laws or judges
They are naturally generous, and will divide their superfluities,
or even necessaries, with those that are in want of them. Not
anxious for the future, they enjoy the present. The indifference
which they shew to riches is the cause of theft being unknown
among them. Their cottages are open at all hours, and any one
may enter that pleases. There are among them weither liars nor
calumniators ; and if any one should be discovered in either of
these faults, he would be considered as a man of a bad disposition
and a bad heart. If any dispute arises among themn, they all be-.
come judges and mediators.

"The savages live in their villages without care. They are al-
ways eating, drinking, sleeping, or dauncing. They eat their
meat roasted or boiled, and drink the broth. If a person who
Is invited to a feast neglects to come, it is eonsidered 2  breach
of politeness, which caunot be pardoned. They like both to
eat and smoke in company. The savages reason with judgment
on the affairs of thelr nation, and the best means of success,
In their conversation with strangers, they are grave, and affect to
speak in monosyllables. Their ruling passions are, hatred of
their enemies, and desire of revenge. 'Their only ambition is to
be accounted brave. 'L'hey have a memory which nothing can
escape, lf they see a tree or a stone, which at all excites
thair attention, they will remember it for ten years to come.
This species of memory they never lose.

All their animal senses are in the highest degree of culture and

erfection : this is particularly seen m their powers of vision,
In the darkest night they will pass the most extensive savannahs
and plains, as if mstingtively, to the spot which they wish to reach.
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Where the European can barely discern thie trace of a gingle foot-
step, the Indian will teach hiu that ten, twelve, or fifteen men
have placed their feet there, and he will follow the track through
the thickest forests, and over the driest rocks, without any de-
viation. A leaf moved out of its place, or a flint turned up,
is sufficient to awaken his suspicion.

The old men, who have been brave in their youth, em-
ploy themselves in exhorting the young to follow their example,
by stating, that the Great Disposer of Life loves those that are
Just, generous, and brave; and that he despises the crafty, the
avaritious, and the coward. ¢ Imitate,” say they, ¢ your an-
cestors ; they were illustrious by their courage : never eat or smoke
alone, but divide your provisions among those who have none,
and yoa will be great and respected.” They recommend to the
women labour and good conduct, and encourage them to marry.

The savages, without possessing any geographical knowledge,
mark on skins those countries that they have traversed, and those
rivers they have descended or ascended, with a precision scarcely
to be credited. They distinguish the north by the polar star,
and calculate distances by the number of days employed to reach
them, They divide the year into four parts, and reckon the
months by the moons.

Although the savages have no laws, yet they have rules of
conduct, from which they never depart. In some cases, the
old men haviug deliberated on what regards the public welfare,
make it known ; if the whole village approves it, 1t must be ex-
ecuted. When, for instance, a whole nation goes to hunt buffa-
loes, they select the bravest warriors, and mark out the distance.
If any one goes beyond it, he is beaten, and his horses and dogs
are killed. Each village contains a great chief, and as many people
of rank as there are brave or wise men; to these every thing
that relates to the public interest is addressed. A warrior fre-
quently receives as great respect as the chief.

An example of justice exercised on a great chief by a part of
the Scioux nation, called Chacny, will shew how a man may de-
ceive this eredulous and superstitious people, and also how ter~
rible they are in their revenge. This savage, in a voyage with
some English traders, had acquired some knowledge of medicine,
so that on his return he was counsidered by them as a sorcerer.
Profitting by the terror that he inspired n some, and the ad-
miration of others, he seized their best horses, bore off their
women, and committed other outrages, without any one da_rmg
to oppose him. Encouraged by his success, he one day seized
two women, who refused to consent to his desires. After hav-
ing exhausted all the means i his power to seduce them, ke
darted upon them like a tiger, cut off their noses and their lips,

12
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killed them, and scattered their bleeding limbs in different parts,
The inhabitants of the village, incensed at this act, unanimously
condemned him to death. Without any deliberation they sur-
rounded his cottage, and massacred him. Then they tore his
body in pieces, and gave it to the dogs, and set on fire his
cottage,

The savages relate many examples of the like punishment ;
but this will be sufficient to shew, that a person abusing his
power among these uncivilized nations, is always punished a-
his crimes or tyranny deserve.

The savages have no customs that in any shape resemble those
of civilized nations. They obey no laws but those of nature.
The word politeness is unknown among them, and prebably al-
ways will remain so. They go into each other’s cottages’ to
sleep, eat, drink, or smoke, as freely as their own. The women
lie naked, and often rise on certain emergencies without caring
who sces them. They are generally covered with vermin, which
they kill between their teeth. They never wash their clothes,
but suffer them to rot upon their backs; they never cut their
nails ; and eat, without any repugnance, out of the same dish
with their dogs; and what renders them particularly disgusting
to the Whites, they rub their bodies with the fat of the meat
which they eat. ‘

The savages eat their food raw, and without any seasoning.
They very seldom employ any salt, and never any herbs that are
strong to the taste, like spices, although they are very abundant
m their countries. They are extremely fond of idleness, and
almost always eat in a recumbent posture. The children, far
from respecting their fathers, often 1li-treat them with impunity.
To beat a child, say they, renders him a coward, and deprives
himn of that courage which characterises a warrior.

The women, among all the nations of Upper Missouri, are
considered as subaltern beings, created only for the wants and
pleasures of man.  Besides the work in the interior of the cot-
tage, which naturally devolves on them, they cultivate the lands,
carry water, and cut wood.  1f they go to the chase, they must
carry on their back: *+ animals that are killed.

The children at 1 een are permitted to go both to the chase
and war, The women suckle their children as long as they
wish, _ Immediately after birth, they are wrapped in a soft skin,
and laid upon a piece of bark, which is suspended by four ropes
from the roof of the cubin. On this the mother, by a gentle
otion, sends the child to sleep.  When the infant begms to
acquure strength, they carry it on their backs, fastened by the
sarne skin as is employed for the bed. They even work with
ihese burthens in the most laborious manner. The savages are
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tall and swift walkers. The men have a long visage, bright eyes,
and aquiline nose ; but the women are, on the contrary, ugly.
The surprising agility of the men is imputed to the necessity of
exercising themselves in the chase, or in escaping from their
enemies.

"The chief, and sometimes the only miotive of the savages for
commencing war, is the desire of glory and praise, which is be-
stowed on the man who achieves any brilliant exploit. The
warrior is respected more than the legislator, and the conqueror
more than the philosopher who silently lubours to alleviate the
miseries of human life.

Another still more powerful motive is, the love of revenge.
This passion is so violent among them, that if two nations are
once enemies to each other, they will never be reconciled, with-
out having previously done to each other the greatest possible
njuries.

The old men and mothers constantly relate to their children
those that have been killed by any tribe, and exhort them to be
brave, and seck revenge. ‘This desire, which increases with
their years, seldom fails to produce its effects, which again give
rise to murders and revenge.

Among the savages of North America, any one may form a
war-party, and put himself at their head ; the chief of such an
expedition is called the leader. When these leaders have not
acquired any military fame, they are seldom accompanied by any
except their relations, or some who ave desirous of making their
first attempts. Those small parties, termed marauders, set out
in the evening, and return in a short time, when they have only
seized some horses from their enemies.

The chiefs of the first class determine to commence war either
to revenge an insult offered to themselves ; or at the entreaty of
the old men, to revenge the death of their sons 5 or at the solici-
tation of some young men, who are apxious to acquire fame,
and have them for leaders. )

In the latter case, he who solicits this favour, after having
walked scveral times wcepmg around the cabin of the warrior,
enters, holding in his hand a pipe filled »gth tobacco. ~ Without
uttering a word, he sits down by the fu ., and places the pipe at
the feet of the warrior, and awaits his auswer.  If he intends to
accede to his solicitations, after a long interval he takes up the
pipe, lights it, and smokes ; after \}-!u.ch he returns 1t in silence
to the person who brought it. If lic intends to refuse, he throws
the pipe from bim, after stating the reason for such refusal.

The chict who has accupted of the pipe, or who has formed
the intention of commencing war, chooses a day, on which he
prepares a feast, (commonly of dog’s flesh,) to which he invites
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the bravest of his nation. He informs them of his inténttons,
Many successive days are employed in the same manner.

On the evening preceding his departure, the last feast is nrade
n the cabin of the great chief, to which all his followers assem-
ble, and the war-mat is displayed. This mat is made of the
feathers of different birds, stamned red; to which is affixed a
blade of white maize. This is worn round the neck of the great
chief.

When the hour of departure arrives, which is always at day-
break, the chief goes from his cabin with tears, and awaits, at
some distance from the village, his companions. As soon as
they are all met, he ceases to weep, and then, assuming a martial
tone and air, harangues his little army. He always walks last
both in going and returning; and only carries his arms at the
moment of battle.

The young men light the fires at the time of encampment,
carry wood, construct cabins of bark or rushes, fetch water, and
roast the meat. 1t is astonishing to behold the activity with which
the wishes of those whom they have made their superiors, are
complied with.

The war of the savages is a war of surprise; and in this con-
sists the chief talent of the warrior. He who can attack his
enemy while unprepared, is sure of overcoming him. They take
every precaution to conceal their marches, send scouts, and pass
through low lands as much as possible, in order to prevent being
seen. Small companies only gb out in the night, and during the
day conceal themselves in the woods. The scouts are generally
covered with skins of wolves, or other amimals. If they per
ceive any footsteps, they immediately give a signal to the chief,
who halts, and deliberates what is best to be done. If the foot-
steps are those of men, he deputes some of his most skilful at-
tendangs to follow them, until they reach their cabins or village.
This is executed with a patience which only belongs to savages.
Having followed the track, and reached the cabin or village, they
examine which side is best suited for attack, and return to inform
the chief. They remain during the night at a little distance
from the enemy, and as soon as the dawn begivs to dissipate the
darkness, the chief gives the signal by firing a gun, or drawing
his bow. All the warriors follow his example, and make the
village re-echo with their shouts. The enemy seldom resist this
unforeseen attack, but seek safety in flight. During the heat of
action, men, women, and children, are indiscriminately massacred.
After a great slaughter, some are taken prisoners, who are em-
ployed as slaves. Formerly they sold them to the Whites, but
this trade has been prolubited by the Brglish and Spanish
governments,
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The action being ended, the conquerors scalp those that are
killed, plunder tlie vanquished, seize the horses, and hastily re-
tire ; marching day and night until thicy reach their own coun-
try, Certain that they are then secure from danger, they halt
and divide the spoil. When the conquering party is within one
day’s journey from the village, they light fires on elevated
grounds, as tokens of success. Upon this, all the old men ad-
vance, to Liear an account of the expedition; after which, the
chief commamds them to go and announce it in the village.
The women, on hearing it, make the air resound with their
songs. 'The old men carry the scalps fastened to long sticks
painted red, and are followed by the warriors, who are thanked
“for having revenged their nation, and are held up as examples to
the youth, In short, they all seem more like drunken people,
than those animated by any sentiment of pleasure : these demon-
strations of j.-v being ended, the scalps are deposited in the
Lodge of Gid Men.

The women and children that are taken prisoners, never ex-
perience any bad treatment. The savages of Cunada, on the
countrary, either burn or eat thelrs.

On the following duay, a great feast is prepared for the war-
riors, and the old men announce the scalp-dance. On this, the
weomen adorn themselves in the finest manner; and the warriors
assemble at the Lodge of Old Men, and again relate the parti-
culars of their victory. Afterwards they depart, carrying with
them the scalps and their prisoners. Three old men follow,
bearing each a kettle-drum.  They are met by the women, who
procced with them to the destined spot : the men form a circle,
‘and place the women before them. A fire is then lighted m the
centre, near to which is laid a Jarge piece of mcat, an ox’s
tongue, a scalp, and a human heart dried. Stlence being pro-
cured, the oldest men begin the song ; which being ended, three
old i advance ; one takes the meat, another the tongte, and the
third the scalp and heart ; and holding them up, they walk three
times round the fire, and then cast them into the midst of the
flames.  To s succeeds the dance, which continues for many
days.

As the savazes celebrate their victories with the most extra-
vagant marks of joy, so do they also bewail defcats with the
deepest soirow. Some never cease lamenting the slain, until
their deaths Lave been revenged.  Others are only afflictd for 2
few days, aud then are comforted by the old men, who remind
them that those killed in battle will be received by the Grent
Spirit with the greatest honour. '!‘hese principlos @re so (.leelvf_\,
eugraven on therr hearts from _thur c:u‘lxest)wm, that mz!_m;
often rejoice «t the death of their sous, and wives at that of then

hushands.
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If a chief, formerly victovious, should avoid death by flizht, all
his property is seized, and he lives alone, despised by hig
whole naticn. The contempt is so grcut that none ever return
under such circumstances, Before [ conclude this chapter, 1
shall relate some distinguishing traits of courage, which prove
how little the savages drcad death, and how highly they prize
and esteem honour.

The Ototatoes, during their stmmer chase, were attacked by
a numerous party of H.litanes, and were on the point of being
taken prisoners, when a youny chief of the Ototatoes, named
Blue Eyes*, who was mounted on a horse, advanced into
the midst of the combutants. and desired the action to be sus-
pended. He then challenged the bravest of the Halitanes to
fight with him hand to band.  They laid down their spcars, and
only kept their daggers. After romaining some moments, deli-
berating where it would be most advautageous to strike, they
both rushed forward and scized each other, aiming at the same
time many blows. The Halitanes, seelng their chief ready to fall
under the superior force of ti:e Ototatoe, pressed forward and
extricated their chief, half-dead with his wounds, from his grasp.
The Ototatoes also ran, but too late to save their valorous
chief. Both expired at the sane instant; upon which the Hali-
tanes were put to flight, after experlencing a considerable loss,

If the foregoing proves the intrepidity, the following will also
the coolness and firm resolution of this people in moments the
most perilous. .

A party of eightv Chaguyenne Indians had attacked eight or
ten families of the Halitanes, with whom they were at war, and
defeated them without difficulty. Enough, however, escaped to
give the alurm to a large village of the same tibe in the vicinity.
In a moment all the warriors mount their horses, and proceed to
the spot, where the Chaguyennes are off their guard, and busy in
collecting the spoils of the vunquished. Hardly twenty men of their
little party survived the unexpected attack, when one of their
warriors, by the followiug noble display of sagacity and resolu-
tion, saved both their lives and his own. He had observed a
ravine near, where the horse of the Halitanes could not penetrate ;
here he retired with his little troop, wheis he ordered to dispose
their fire-arms ncar him. lie was not villing that any should
discharge them but himself. When any oi the enemy approached,
he took his uim with so much coolness and precision, that every
ball told.  His vwn party had nothing to do but to keep loading

7 ——

* The savages derivo their names eliber from their seneral form or appearance,
or from those auimals that they miust preter,
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his guns.  Enraged by this obstinate resistance, and ashamed of
being vanquished by such a handful of men, the Halitanes dis-
mounted {rom their horses, cut down some bushes, which thev
held before them as a protection, and advanced. The Clagavenne
chief nstantly adapted his plan of defence to the new mode of
attack.  He made his people resume their arms, but ordered
them not to fiie tll the enemy drew very near; aud then only
- half to fire at once, in order to give time to those that had fired to
reload their pieces. This manceuvre was so promptly executed,
and succeeded so well, that the assailants, most of whom were
wounded, made a precipitate retreat. The great chief of the
Halitanes, inflamed with revenge, and stung with shame, resolved
to kill the Chaguyenne chief with his own hand, or to perish in
the attempt. With his buckler and his lance he rushed impetu-
ous towards the foe, who awaited his approach with a serene
look; and when he got so near that he could not miss his aim,
the Chaguyenne warrior discharged his piece, and struck his enemy
m the heart. He instantly fell dead ; and his comrades retreated
m dismay, without attempting to offer {urther molestation to the
return of the Chaguyvenues.

CHAP. XIV.

TREATIES OF PEACE.—MANNER OF CARRYING THE CA-
LUMET¥.—RECEPTION OF THE WARRIORS SENT WITH
THE CALUMET.—CALUMET-DANCE.—SUN-DANCE.—OX-
DANCE. — DRESS—HARITATIONS—COMPLEXION AND
TEMPER OF THE SAVAGES OF UPPER MISSOURI,—
THEIR ARMS.

TWO savage nations seldom resolve to make peace until they
have donc the greatest possible injuries to each other. That
nation which is in want of the privilege either of hunting on the
other’s lands, or of exchanging various articles with them, com-
monly makes the tirst proposals. .

In each savage village there are some, who, through caprice or
marriage, have left their own naticns to come and dwell among
strangexs, by whom they are considered, especially in war time, as
natives. These are employed to carry the fiist proposals of

peace. . ) i o
After mature deliberatiou on the advantages and neces:ty o

= Calminet significs a pipe.

pU LAC] K
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peace, they send by the ambassador a leathern bag filled with
tobacco, and tied with a cord, on which are’ made as many knots
as there are villages in the nation with whom they wish to treat.
He enters in the night as sceretly as possible the cabin of the
chief, to whom Le explains the motives of his embas«y, and pre-
sents the bag of tobacco. The next morning the chief convokes
a meeting of the old men, warriors, and others of distinction, and
relatcs to them the message, gives his cpinion, and presents the
bag. If the assembly think proper to accept of it, the bag is pre-
sented to some one of the warriors, who 1s known to bear the most
violent resentmnent against the nation that has made the propo-
sals; he unties it, takes out some tobacco, and fills his pipe. After
this ceremony, the chief informs the ambassador that they may
bring the calumet, and that they will be kindly received ; if the
terms are not acceded to, the bag is returned untouched. When
peace is agreed on, one of the nations deputes a chief, who 15 ac-
comparied by, at least, twenty-tive warrlors.  Previous to their
departure, all the chiefs and people of distinction assemble at the
Lodge of Old Men, and the caglumet is taken from the mat in
which it is wrapped, and carried by one of the bravest, with marks
of extraordinary respect. The deputies are then intructed what to
do. Duing which time a large kettle of meat is placed on
the fire, and the calumet is filled with tobacco, which must only
be smoked by the nation with whom they are trcating. The
tube of the calumet is painted blue, the symbol of a serene skv,
When the meat is cooked, a scrvant * divides it into pieces, and
presents it to the warriors and others inthe cabin. Before any
one begins to eat, the most distinguished person present cuts
three pieces, and, taking them 1n lus hands, entreats for success
to the embassy, and then casts them into the tlames. At the
close of the feast they all smoke : and the persen who is to be
the bearer of the precious objeet receives it, standing, from the
hands of the chief.

- When they Lave arrived within sicht of the village, they an-
nounce by signals their approach, and remain until a warrior
comes to invite them. They then advance a little, and are met
by the nobles, bearing or lcading the presents, which generally
consist of horses or arms. 'I'he ambassador having made them
smoke, the children offer the presents; after which the chief
vites them to enter.

Men apparelled like women, and are not only made to perform all the
low drudgery to which the <uvage women are condemuoed, but are even em-
ployed to gratify certain wnnatural propensitics,
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The hearer of the calumet is made to si¢ on a fine skin, in the
most honourable place. "I'he warriors of hoth nations intermix,
and give mnd receive marks of friendship. Thev serve up the
meat, maize, ~ourds, potatoes, &c. After the repast, the pro-
posals are r_c]ntcd, which ofien consist in securing to thew the
privilege of Bunting on their kud:, eating or smoking together,
aud of exchanging with each other various articles.

These things being granted on both sides, they promise to live
31{7)11cub]y, and the calumet is smoked by the whole assembly.
Ihe ambassadors return in few days to the village, and carry the
news of thelr success. - ’

The savages have different sorts of dances, which differ either
by the ceremonies which precede or follow them, the actions they
rcpresent, or the objects for which they are designed. The
principal ones are, the scalp-dance, of which T have before spoken,
the calumet-dance, the sun-dauce, and the ox-dance. Their
gravity in these amusements bears such a decided contrast with
their quick motions and burlesque appearance, that a foreigner is
unable to discover with what sentiments they are actuated.

‘I'he calumet-dance only takes place when two or more nations,
or parts of the same nation, are encamped near each other. 'The
following is the mode of making the proposal.—One of their
chiefs, attended by five or six warriors, goes to the chief of the
nation with which they wish to dance, holding in his hands the
calumet filled with the best tobacco he is able to procure. He
lays it at his feet and Invites him to smoke.  If he agrees to the
proposal, he takes up the calumet, lights it aud smokes ; then the
warriors express their gratitude in the most extravagant manner.
They send for the chief’s children and carcss them.  If he rejects
the proposal, he refuses the pipe, and desires them to defer the
dance to another time.

The chief who has consented to receive the hounour of the
dance, assembles at his cabin all his relations, and entreats them
to assist him to do honour to the dance. All are desirous to offer
him whatever they possess, which commonly are horses and arms.
The chief sends an old man to exhort the women and children to
gencrosity, and assist them to render the feast worthy of lus repu-
tation.

The next day, the dancers holding in one hand a calumet, and
the other a kettle-drum, leave their cabins, preceded by the chiefs
and nobles, carrving also drums. The women follow, bearing
the prescits, which, when a cirele is formed, they lay at the feet
of their husbands or fathers. ) ) ) i

'The old men go and bring the chief and his children. He is
seat -d ina place prepared for him, and his children are placed on

K 2
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four bundles of odoriferous herbs, resembling in form a large
eagle’smest. .\ vase filled with water is then brought, and one
of the nobles having added to it a handful of herbs, sprinkles
their heads and faces, after which he wipes them. This ceremony
is called adoption, and that which attaches the father and chil-
dren for life to the nation. After the adoption, the women
advance, and paint the children with vermilion and other
colours,

T'wo dancers at first walk round the circle in a slow pace, but
in a short time gradually quicken their steps, and at last end
in making contortions incapable of being described ;——imitating,
say they, at one time, the flight of the eagle when he darts
upon his prey; at another, when he is combating a weak enemy;
an:! at another, when he 1s gliding through the air.

The more their gestures are extravagant, the more is the
assembly enlivened. The delirium increases with the rapidity
of their motions, until the spectators follow the example of
the dancers. Generosity then is carried beyond bounds, pre-
sents are mutually made, and they strip themselves without
thought for the morrow. The chief 1s at last obliged to stop
their course, by snatching the calumet from one of their hands.
On this the dance ceases.

The horses designed for the dancers are then brought, and
presented to them by the chief. He is afterwards conducted
with his children back to lis cabin.

The sun-dance is not practised by all the savages, or all those
that inhabit Upper Missouri. It exclusively belongs to the
Scioux of the Savannahs, to the Chaguyennes, Tccauinambi-
ches, and other neighbouring nations, who particularly reverence
this luminary.

On the day appointed for the celcbration of this festival, a
large cabin is ¢rected in the middle of a meadow. The chiefs
and old men are placed in the most distinguished places, while
the women and gils, having their faces painted with colours
expressive of gaiety, occupy the others. "The bravest warriors
are distinguished Dby the quantity of their orpaments; and no
one who has not killed a white Lear, is permitted to wear a
necklace made of its claws. This is a particular mark of
(§‘lstmqt10n, ‘bcca'usg the white beav is the only animal in North
America  that will attack 2 man before it is wounded.
I'hey are so ferocious, that they will sometimes enter in the
mgl:; the villages, and destroy the inhabitants in their cabins.

_When they are all assembled, a large fire is made at some
dx_stancc from Ehe cal.)in, around which are placed caldrons filled
wuh‘mcuy. The chief then amounces, that it is time to offer
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the presents to the sun; and immediately arms, caldrons, skins,
in short, the most valuable articles are brought. "Fhese prepa-
ratious must be finished before sun-risc. As soou as his ruys
begin to gild the horizon, the old men commcnce the sonx to
the sound of the drum. 'The youth of both sexes, holding
calumets, begin the dance in the cabin, while twelve wvaked
boys dance in the open air, polnting to the sun.  One of th
holds a calumet adorned with the most scarce und bril
feathers,  The dancers in the cabin somctines  desist to
take refresliment; but those on the outside keep pointing to the
sun, until he disappears, without any provisions. "Fhis festival
is somctimes repeated for ten successive days, if the weather
continues fine.

When the dances are ended, the precents are divided among
those warriors that are In want of them.

I could never learn any precise reason for the first institution
of this festival. I'licy nnagime that on this luminary depend
the strength and couragze of their warriors, the health of their
children, their prosperity and population; that he alone is able
to preserve them from discase, and cure them of their intir-
mities ; and that he provides them with buflulees, so necessary
both for food and clothiny.

Gratitude scems first to have given rise to this religious
ceremony, the design of wlich camnot be too much applanded.

T'wo nations, ncar to each other, often amuse themselves with
the ox-dance, for which there is no determined season or day.
1f a village wishes to celebrate the ox-dance, fifteen or twenty
warriors assemble in a cubin, dress themselves in their war-
habits and arms.  They place on thcir heads the skin of u wild
6%, to which the harns are aflixed, and the whole s fustened
on by a picce of skin decorated with porcupine’s quills.

I this dress the warriors procced to the place designed for
the dance, accompanied by singers and drums, At one time
they bellow and raise the dust with their feet, at another they
pursue each other, and at another the push with their hors.
"These sposts are continued with various gestures and atitudcs
for half a day, and sometimes longer, without the least sizus of
fatizue ; but, on the contrary, they never desist without_giving
fresh proofs of their activity, swiftess, and supleness. During
the dance, the old men exhort their nation to make presents to
the warriors, which are generally very considerable.

All the inhabitants of Upper Missouri, both old and youne,
wo nuked during the summer. A deer-skin, which they
wear over their <houlders, similar to a Spanish CIOi}k, serves
them both for covering and ornament.  Those belouging to the
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vouth are ornamented with porcupines” quills, and painted various
colours. T hey are alike msensxblc to the hcat of summer, and
cold of winter. However, when the earth is covered with
snow, and the winds blow violently, they wear mocksines™, and
cover their bodies with a \l\m

Vhey have no particalze way of wearing their hair, which
15 gone iuh\ long aud m disorder, except on f"stne da\b, when
it Is cavelidy bound up. Some stain it with the juices of dif-
ferent p](mts, and adorn it with porcupines’ quils.  All the
saviges have, in their infancy, their ears ent, and their parents
tuke care to introduce into them round pieces of wood or brass
wire. The Mandanes, lalitanes, and Corbeaux, are the only
nations that do not foilow this practice.  They wear all their
ornaments round their necks. It is difficult te imagine to what
a length the cartileges are extended. 1 have scen a Miami
savage, whose ear-rings, althoush not longer than three inches,
retchicd down to lis breast. M any wear the similar ornameats
in their noses.

The women are covered with a skin, which reaches from
their shoulders to their fect. ‘T'hey are ornameuted with por-
cupines’ quills aud small glass beads.  Their ears, like those
of the men, are pierced and adorned with trinkets, but the
cariileges are not lengthened. 'The voiny women paint them-
selves with different colours, but vermiliou is geverally preferred.

The savages of Upper Missour: are divided nto stationary
and \\a.ldcung. The stationary tribes are those who constantly
remain in their villages without going either to war or the chase;
while the wanderers derive thelr whole support from the pur-
suit of animals, and carry with them all their property, with-
out troubling themselves about agriculture.

The slatxonaz\ nations counstruct cabins, round and ter mmdtmn‘
m the form of a cone, and large in proportion to the number
of their mmuubitauts. The teuts of the wanderers are made of
buffalo’s skins sewed to each other, which terminate also ina
cone. 'They have four wheels, and are drawn Ly dogs. 'The
ndtmns of Upper Missourt have not received eithier arms, cloth-
m:;, agricultural lnslmmmts, or any tools from the Whites.
Thov Doil their meat 1n earthen pots of their own manuiacture.
A sharp stone strongly fixed in a wooden handle serves them
for a hatchet. . T'o obtain fire, they rub two pieces of wood, one
soft ziel the other hard, violently against each other, till they
et sparks, and are 1e¢,e1ud on some dry branches of the pine

* Skin-shoes in the form of socks,
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or ash. Their plates are made of wood; and the buskets,
i which the women carry muize, of Luvl, or voung
branches of the willow. The women employ the houes of the
ox for various instruments : the nerves foi sewing 3 and the skins,
besides beds and tents, are made into Loats, by means of which
they descend rivers and cross lakes. The arms used by all the
inhabitants of Upper Mlissouri, are, the lance, the bow, and
the club.  The points of their arrows are small sharp stones ;
their quivers, squirrels’ skins; and the string of their bow, the
nerve of an ox.  Another weapon made use of, is called by them
@ wakaton ; it cousists of a round stone inclosed in a piece of
skin; to this is sewn another piece of about one foot and a
half in length, and fastened to a wooden handle. When en-
gaged on horseback, they with their weapons strike their ene-
mies while at full speed.

The savages are, in general, tall and well made. The Scionx
of the Savannabs are the handsomest, the bravest, and the most
agile ; but, at the same time, the most cunning and deceitful,
The Chaguvennes, nearly as handsome, and not less brave, are
sincere and frank in all their dealines. The savages of both
sexes arc of an olive colour; have long black hair, white and
good teeth, and their breath is as pure as the air. They care-
fully pluck the hair from their chins and bodies, that they may
not, as they say, resemble the beasts of the forests. This has
led some writers to affirm, though erroneously, that nature has
rcfused them this mark of virility. There are scarcely ever
scen any that are lame, or deprived of any of their senses. Thev
arc unable to carry heavy burthens, but are indefatigable in
walking. Dropsies, apoplexies, palsies, gout, asthma, con-
sumption, stone, &c., are unknown to these en, who would
extend their career of life to a greater length, if they escaped
the scourge of war, and refrained from suicide ;—for it is not
uncommon to see old men stabbing and lianging themsclves,
cither because they are unable to accompany the yvoung men to
the chase, or want strength to revenge theinselves on their cuemies.

CHAP. XV,

AMOURS AND MARRIAGLS OF THE SAVAGLS.—RLTLEC-
TIONS ON THE SAVAGE LIFE.—COMPARISON BETWELN
IT AND THHAT OF MEN LIVING IN SOCIETY.

IT would be hoth too long and too deficient in interest, to

enter into a minute detail of the amours of each savage nation.

1 shall only relate the customs generally obscrved by the chicfs,

who are scrnpulously attentive to follow thuir ancestors. When
4
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a vouno man wishes to marry the danghter of a chief, he ap-

plies cither to his father, or some one of his relations, who

zoes and entreats the father of the girl to consent. A definitive

answer is never given before all her relations have been consult-

ed. T'hev examine how many brave men and good hunters have”
been in s family. 1i" he is not in possession of these qualifi-

cations, the marriage is broken off ; if lie 1s, he gams the unaui-

mous suftrage of the family. After this, they are entreated to

supply the necessary expoenees.

Previous to this time the young man has never entered the
cabin of the eirl 5 but on the next day he is carried in triumph
to his wire: and her relations, after haviuz made him cat and
smoke with them, inform hun that he may come and live with her
when he pleases. A few days after the marriage, the pirl’s
brothers enter at an early hour the cabin where the new mar-
ried couple have slept, and drawing the husband from his bed,
place himn on a mat i the middle of the cabin. An old man
then brings a vase filled with water, and having washed him
from head to foot, paints him with vermilion, and covers him
with a siin.  His brothers-in-law supply him with arms, and
Lie 1s not received into the family until he has a child ; then, and
not till then, is he permitted to build a cabin, and live where he
pleases.  Polygamy is tolerated among all the savages, with-
out bemg attended with any inconvenience, as the women are
always accustomed to consider the men as superior beiugs, to
whose pleasures and wants they must be subservient.

The Scioux, Chaguyennes, and Tocamnambices, are extremely
Jeatous of their wives ; while the Mandanes, Ricaras, and other
nations of the north, hold in no estimation conjugal fidelity.
The women are generally kept in a state of slavery, and are
never permitted to be present at any feast.

'The first consequence that naturally flows from contem-
plating the savage mode of life, is, that man is born for society ;
but the second, truly afflicting, is, that the ties of this society
can only be sirengthened at the expence of individual liberty.

Itis placed beyond a doubt, that before the human species
was 5o prodigiously multiplied in some parts of the globe, men
lived in a memner closely resembling that of the Indians of the
new continent; without other nourishment than the flesh of
animals supplied by the forests, without otl:er drink than water.

Let us follow an Indian through the diifercnt stages of his
life, and compare them with those of a man in a civilized society.
When a child, Le is in no dread of parents or tutors. He lcarus,
through necessity and example, to support, without complaint,
huiger, thirst, and faticue.  As soon as he attained the age of
puberty, (wiuch Is generally at fourteen or filteen) he begins to
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feel the stimulus of his passions. Love is the first; but the
savage having no laws to moderate its effects, both sexes vield
themselves without reserve, and live together as long us ‘they
find in it their happivess . but when that ceases, they p-aceaisly
separate.

In civilized society, as well as among savages, love is the first
passion : but how much anxicty does it occaston to the man living
in the former! Uncertain of the sensation which he experiences, 1s
agitated without knowing the reason. He loves, without knowmg
the object of his affection 5 avague desire troubles him, envenoms
his pleasures, and interrupts his repose.  When he has discovered
the object of his choice, how much trouble must he take to iu-
form her of it! Should he please her, how much opposition
must he expect! If he obtains her, he, in a feww months, disco-
vers that her temper is opposite to his own; he is deceived 5 love
is converted iuto hatred and contempt : he would wish to avoid
the cause ; nature tells him that he may, that he ought; but the
lws of socicty, stronger than nature, command him to bear his
chaius, and not lessen their weight, until death separates them.

"The ouly pussion which opposes the happiness of the Indian,
:md which he camnmot ahways gratify, is revenge.  Continually en-
gaged in war with the neighbouring nations, each tribe, each in-
dividual, has his particular motives of hatred, which deacends
from father to son.

But, in other respects, what a happy stutec of existence!
During winter, he remains in the bosom of idleness, in his cabin
with his wife and children; and i summer under a tree, or on
the banks of a river. 1f he has any wants, they are supplicd
by his bow. If attacked by any mortal discase, he bewrs it with
patience, and quits life without regret for the past or feae for
the future.  1f he falls by the hands of his cnemics, e rejotees
that he is about to enjoy an happiness unknown on earth. When
old, he is crempt from infirmitles. | laving nothing to luave be-

“hind him, no one is looking for his dewth. By how muny coa-
ilized society nctuated ! they are as

trary passions are Mo in el . d
numerous as their discases. Look at the ambiious muan, to
whom every thing has succeeded brvond his wishes: the universe
resoimds with s exploits; not a people hut their vepose s
been troubled by him ; 1ot'a country but he has inundated with
blood : the carth is not sutticient to sratfy him, hee desires au-
other world, in which he could <pread terror-and death. "The
miser perishes over heaps of gold, gaied at the expence of lns_
health and v posc; if he wore In thie possession of the mines of
Mexico, lie woull be in dreud of loring thew, and yet dostre,
more. Flie envious or jealous fuin eniol for amonwmg oy
tranquillity of mind.  "The Intemperate man, without by satis-
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fied, perishes in the midst of his excesses; }\'llile those., wlmm 2
more noble passion, the love of science, stimulates, die without
saying life has been long enough. )

The cultivator or artisan must every day think on the wants
of his family, which perhiaps he is not able to relieve. If at-
tacked by disease, who will comfort him ¢ If he dies, \1'!10 will
take care of his children? If he attains old age, who ¥Ylll sup-
port him? If he has amassed wealth by his labours, his heus
recard each day as a thicf! If he is poor, those to whom he is
a burthen look forward to the moment of his death! Thus,
men in civilized society pass their lives in following after
shadows, without enjoymng any real pleasure, and frequen?]_v
die, regretting the past and dreading the future. It s certain,
that many Whites have renounced the charms of a civilized life,
to cnjoy an unbounded liberty with savages ; while we have never
vet heard of a savage, who has renounced thé pursuits of his
youth, or sacrificed his pleasures to a civilized life.  These
people may be conquered, but.no power on carth can make
them laborious cultivators or artizans.

CHAP. XVL

PEPARTURE FROM UPPER LOUISIANA.—CAPE GIRARDOT.
—NEW MADRID.—TFORTS.—RIVER AND VILLAGE OF THE
ARKANSAS.~—NATCHEZ.—ROCHE A DAVION, OR WIL-
KINSONVILLE.—RIVER AND ESTABLISHMENT OF Was-
CHITA.—MONOPOLIES OF THE SPANISH COMMANDERS.

THE excessive heats common to Upper Louisiana in the,
months of August and September bhaving abated, I deter-
mined to set out in the early part of Qctober for New Orleans,
Cape Girardot is the first place of any importance that I met
with in my descent down the DMississippi. It 1s about eighty
miles distant from 5t. Genevieve. _\bove one hundred and fifty
Anglo-American familics live there, dispersed over a great ex-
tent of country, where they cultivate corn, barley, maize, pota-
toes, and cotton, which are of a good quaiity, when the {rosts
do not set-n very carly.

New Madrid, one ‘hundred miles from Cape Girardot, is of
some cousequence, on account of its situation. All the boats
“which dgscend this fine river, are obliged to stop there, declare
of what their cargoes consist, their destination, and shew their
passports.  This place, as well as Cape Girardot, is under the
“controul of the lieutenant-governor of Upper Louisiana. New
to, St. Genevieve, are many salt-springs, which supply
nat only the inhabitants of Louistana, but also Tenessee, Gum-




RIVER AND VILLAGE OF THE ARKANSAS, 83

berland, and a part of Kentucky, from whence they receive iron,
cordage, &c. in exchange. :

From New Madrid to the forts, which are distant two hun-
dred miles, there are but few houses. 'The forts belouging to
Spain are almost in ruins, but those of the United States are
better, and contain a garrison of twenty-five men. Both are,
however, sufficient to defend the soldiers from the insults of
lhe’ savages, who are their only enemics.

. I'wo hundred and fifty miles farther, is the mouth of the
niver of the \rkansas, reputed the richest in Louisiana, on ac-
count of the fertility of the adjacent country, the beauty of the
meadows, salt-springs, game, and mines.  {laving ascended it
forty miles, I arrived at the village, which is advantageously
situated ou the left bank. The inhabitants, almost all originally
French, who have emigrated from Cauada, are hunters by pro-
fession, and only cultivate maize for the support of their horses
and beasts of hurthen. Above half the year, only old men,
women, and children, are seen in the village. The men hunt
wild oxen, castors, and squirrels, whose skins are less valuable
than those in the northern countries.  When at home they
pass their time in dancing, drinking, or doing nothing: similar
m this respect to the savages, with whom they live the greatest
part of the year, and whose tastes and manners they contract.

The Indian nations that come to hunt on the river of the
Arkansas, are the Osages, handsome aud brave, but deceitful
and cruel; the TPanis, swormn enemies to the Whites; the
Chawetas, and Chicaychas, the most numerous nation in North
America, but ugly, cowardly, cunning, and deceitful beyond ex-
pression. The Spanish government maintain among the Ar-
kansas a garrison of fifty or sixty men, commanded by a
captain. Aftér remaining I this village, which docs not con-
tain above four hundred and fifty inhabitants, only a sufficient
time to procure the necessary information from the commander,
1 rejoincd my boat, which I had left at the mout}l ‘oft the
river, and proceceded on my voyage down the Mississippi.
From thence to Natchez, the navigation offers nothing cither
agrecul:le or interesting. Immense forests border the river,
and the banks, but little clevated, are inundated at least once
everv your.

Natchiez is the only important place posscssed Dy the
United States on the Mississippi, below the mouth of the
Ohio. 1t contains twelse or tifteen thousand inhabjtanls, free-
men and slavess  Most of the proprietors are enriched by the
culture of cotton, for which the lands are cxtremely wg,]l
suited. The town, which is built on high ground at the dis-
tance of ouc mile from the river, contains fine houses and 1ich

2
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shops. Itis the staple of all kinds of merchandize necessary
for the southcm colounies.  Almost all the proprictors of this
little state, being emigrauts from the southern proviuces, have
brought with them the political principles there professed.
lhu are Federalists, couscquently not favourers of the present
president.  Natchez is cultivated in an extent of fifty miles in
length, and twenty i breadth. The air is healthy, the climate
agreeable, and it may be presumed, that it will shortly be one
of the most powerful and populous provinces of the United
States.

The last post of the Uhnited States on the Mississippi, is
Roche & Duvion, where the Americans have built a fort, called
by the mame of one of their generals, Wilkinson. Here the
head-quarters of their small army are established.  There are
also some armed vessels for the defence of the place.  All the
vessels that descend this river are obiized to stop here, and de-
clare to what nation they belonz, and the nature of their car-
cocs, Those that ascend pay hiere the dutl(,s ou thelr mer-
chandize, 1f destined for the American part.  Some wiles be-
Iow Roche & Davion, are the limits marked out by Spam and
the United States, m 1703, It is a road thirty fcet wide, and
its direction exactly from cast to west: it crosses the lands be-
longing to the Ll.xcasa\\ s, and divides the two Floudas from the
States of Georai cia and South Carolina. .0

At a little distance from the limits, on the p;«pos:te bank, is
the Red River, so called from the colour of the carth suspended
nit.  After ascending it thirty miiles, the mouth of the Waschita
1s seen, which, in a course of at least five hundred mlles, waters
a_country, llch, clevated, healthy, and abundant in minerals,
T'he navigation is dxﬁuu]t, on account of the fulls, which, in
drv weather, almost (niud\ obstruct its course.  Rapides, five
wiles from its mouth, is a ‘small pluce, which lias received its
name {rom its situation on a puwrt of the river, where enormous
rocks accclerate the current.  The settlement of Waschita
is onc hundred miles farther, and is one of the tine ~t places m
Lower Louisimna.  Capable of producing ail the plents that
are cultivated in the southern parts, sugar excepted, 1t possesses
the umpple(ldble advantage of salubm\ ovur all the others
Lordering the Mississippi.  The cold, although very supportable,
i« sufficient! y sharp to destroy insects, and punf) the air; while
the preat beats of summer soon ripen the cotton, indivo, to-
b'u'go, and rice. Wheat, and all other grain, grows very fine.
Spain hecps there a garrison of about thirty meu, commanded
Ly a captam. 1 cannot here forbear mentioning a species of
tamy esercised over the people, by men in the employ of

the Spaish sorermaent. Oue can hardly believe that officers
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would degrade their rank by becoming servants to their soldiers,
in whem they can ouly mspire contempt.  In all the Spanlsi
colonies tiverns are prohibited; the commanders alone have
the privilege of “selling strong liquors. It is not uncomon to
Lear a capiain, or even a licutenant-coionel, enjoving this pri-
vlege, order a botlde of rum to be given to a soldier, when e
at the sume time knows, that Letore the end of the dav hLe
will be clliged to punishi him for excess.  Besides this, ‘they
claim the exclusive right of furnishing the inhabitants with ar-
teles necessary for their consumption.  This disgraceful mo-
noply exists more or less in all the military stations, excepting
those of Upper Louisiana, where the governor has preserved
the _delic:lcy of a true i'rench soldier, and the commanders
under him are too far distint from Spanish viwners to lmitate
such a bad example.

CHAP. NVIL

NATC[H'I"O(THF.S.—-BA\T(),\"-I{OUGE.-—PO]NTE COUPEL, —
ACADIANS.—GERMAN COAST.—ATAKOPAS AND APELC-
$5A5.—CULTCRLE OF INDIGO REPLACED BY THAT OF
SUGAR.

AT aboit four hundred miles from the mouth of the Red
River, 1s the setiie'nent of Natchitoches. It contains from twelve
to thirteen hundred inhabitants, who cultivate cotton, maize,
rice, and tobacco. 'I'he latter is reckoned the best in North
America, so that the king of Spain bought it from the pro-
prictors at a ereat price; but he Las been so deceived, that he
has declined 1t for many years, which has occasioned the culti-
vation almost entirely to cease.  Desides these productions,
many of the inhabitants traffic with the neigbbouring Iudian
nations. Some miles below the mouth of the Red River, ou
the opposite coast, is the small fort of Baton-r‘ougo, oc'('upicd by
same Spanish soldiers, under the command of a sub-hcu_levnant.
"I"his fort 1s of so little importance, and the number of inha-
bitants so small, that I shall not delay the tume I mentioniug 1t,

Near to this is Pointe Coupde, the first post which has the
title of parish in Lower Lowsiana. s mhubltm}tﬁ cultivate
cotton, for which the lands are well adapted. The houscs
which border the two shores, present an agreeable prospect to
the taveiler, fatigued with beholding dry sands ullfl Immense
forests.  In all Lower Lowisiana, the shores of the river
are alone susceptible of (‘ulFurc, butrfnust be _dcfcndvd
from ijnundation by meuns of bauks.  The lands i other
parts bemg low, are a great pait of the yeur covered by
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the rains, which fall during spring and a great part of sum-
mer. . , C

T'he upper part of Pointe Coupce near the Mississippi, 1s in-
Dabited by the descendants of the .Ycadians, who left their na-
tive country in 1714, when France gave it up to England.
They seem to have remained in the same med'incri‘!_v in which
they were when they first arrived in this colony. Their houses
seem rather designed for the abode of animals than.men; and
their children, badly clothed, attract very little the attention of
their parents. The Acadians are kind and hospitable ; they
never suffer a stranger to enter their houses, without offering
to him refreshments : but he must be very hungry before he re-
solves to eat what thev prepare. .

Forty miles below Pointe Coupée, the chief objects of culture
are cotton and rice; most of those that grow the latter are Ger-
mans, the ancient inhabitants of the colony, who live in ease on
the produce of their lands. They are, like the Acadians, kind
and hospitable to travellers, whom either business or bad wea-
ther has obliged to land on their coast, which has retained the
name of the German Coast.

"The inhabitants of Louisiana give the name of bayou to a sort
of canal, which communicates from a river to the sea, and
which at low water often remains dry. DBy oue of these canals,
1 arrived at Atakapas, and from thence to Apelusas. These
two settlements, which are reputed the most considerable of
Louisiana in the interior, estend to the west as far as Nat-
chitoches, with which they communicate. Apelusas, in a low
and unhealthv soil, contains about eight hundred inhabitants;
while Atakavas, whose lands are rich, elevated, and healthy,
contains at least two thousand. These two settlements pro-
duce cotton In great quantities, maize, rice, &c. The inha-
bitants are active, laborious, and good cultivators. In each
there is a garrison of abont fiftv or sixty men. The pecuniary
mmportauce of these posts, as well as all those on the Missis-
sippi, occasions them to be sought with the greatest eagerness
by superior officers, who in a few vears are enabled to retire
on a considerable fortune.

At the southern cxtremity of the German Coast, that is to
say, at about sixty miles from New Orleans, orange-trees are
seen growing in the open country.  Below the German Coast
they formerly cultivated indigo, which although inferior in qua-
lity to that of the more southern colonies, sold at an advan-
tageous price.  Without speaking of this valuable plant, the
description and preparation of which may be found in works
on agriculture and chemistry, [ shall only observe that there is
an iuscet peculiar to this country, which, 1a the space of twenty-

4
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four hours, often destrovs the finest crop, has powerfully con-
tributed to moke its cultivation cease in Louisian.

This culture has been replaced in il the low parts of the
colony by that of sugar, whose casy sale insures to the inli:-
bitants a more certain and not less profitable revenue.  Duatie:
the dreadful troubles that depopulated St. Domingo, the dis-
persed inhabitants sonshe in all parts means of escaping the
misery which pursued them. Some thought that Lower
Louisiana, where no trials of cultivating sugar had been made,
would produce it in abundauce, and that the climate, although
subject to sharp frosts, would, however, permit them to manu-
facture i1t with advantage.

The suzar manufactured there is good, but inferior to that
of the more southern colonies. The rcason is, that the canes,
instead of being ripened by heat, are forced by the white frosts,
which never fail to take place in December. These frosts have
two Inconveniencies ; first, to diminish the quality of the caucs,
which caunot remain more than nine mounths i the ground j the
second, to destroy the crop, when too early.

Among the natural productions of Southern Louisiana, T must
particularly notice the wax-tree. Although it has never vet
been much attended to, it cannot be doubted, that the wax
will become an important article of commerce. A TFrench
chemist, who had resided for many years at New York, dis-
eovered a simple and cheap process to render it as white
as that of bees. The approbation which he received from the
United States, must add to the value of this tree, and the pro-
pagation of it in all parts of America where the climute is fa-
vourable.

CHAP. XVIIL

ARRIVAL AT NEW ORLEANS.~—LA SALLE.~—IBERVILLE.~—
ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW ORLEANS.—CESSION OF LOU-
ISIANA TO M. DE CROZAT.—ABANDONED TO SPAIN.
—ORCLLI.—BUILDINGS, POPULATION, AND POLICL OF
NEW ORLEANS.—GOVERNMENT, MANNERS, AND CUs-
TOMS OF THE INHABITANTS -—COMMERCE OF ARTI-
CLES OF CONSUMPTION.~TAXES IMPOSED ON LOUIS(-
ANA.—ENUMERATION P0F THE ARTICLES ON Wwuicu
THEY ARE AND OUGHT TO BE LAID.—DEFICIENCY EX-
PERIENCHED ANNUALLY BY THE SPANISH GOVERN-
MENT.—CONTRABAND COMMERCL. —TREATY WITH
THE UNITED >TATES.

NEW Orleans, at which I arrived in six wecks, does not

st a fnowrable description. Al that can be said in Jrferce
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of its founder, is, that there is not for a creut distance a finer,
more elevated, or healthier povition®.  New Orleans, on the
left bank of the Miwiiingd, nearly one hundred miles from its
mouth, stands on an Llacl formed by the lake Poutebustruin
and the Iberville river.  The houses, built above eivht feet be-
low the level of the river, are only defended by art from the
periodical inundations. ]

Iberville appears to be the lirst, who twice ascended the Mis-
sissippi, with some ships granted to him by Louis NIV, La
Salle, who some years before had suiled down it, had, on
his return to France, obtained from the government a small
squadron, with which he cudeavoured to revisit the mouth
of this river; but driven by winds, often very violent in the
eulf of Mexico, he landed at a considerable distance to the
west, where, after suffering fatigues and hardships, he miseraily
perished by the hands of the suvazes, who were excited to this
act by some of his subaltern otficers.  Better formed or more
fortunate, [berville Ieft some adveuturers on the banks of the
Mississippi, supplied them with provisions, clothes, and some
trinkets necessary for trading with the Indians, and re-
turned to France.  On the report made by him to Louis X1V.
of the wealth of this new discovered country, the beauty of it:
sittation, and the advantages which it promisd, the. king
grauted him fresh assistance. Many adventurers joired him to
settle m these countries, and the government sent therc some
thieves and robbers, who were happy to escape by exile the
punishments they deserved. '

On his return to the Mississippi, 1herville fonud the men
that he had left therc in the most deplorable condition.  Some
had perished by the savages, some by reptiles with which this
country abounds, and others by the excessive heat of the climate.
Those that survived had coustructed cabins, which thev sur-
rounded by stakes, to defend them from the incursions of their
enemics.  Hisreturn inspired them with fresh hope and courage.
He treated with the neighbouring nations, made them presents,
and obtained from them a promise that his countrymien should
not be molesied in their settlement, to which he gave the name
of New Orleans: but his premiature death put an end to Lis
labours.  Disturbances arose in the colony 5 jealousies gave Liith
to parties, animositics, and disorganization. Instead of pur-
sung the necessary labours, each busied himself in planning
modes of mjuring Lis neighbour. Fhings were in this deplorable

¥ If higher, it would be too distant from the sea; if lower, subject to
inundatious,
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sitnation, when M. de Crozat, in 1712, obtained from Louis
X1V, a grant of the province of Louisiana. It comprehended
both banks of the Mississippi through its whole length, a part
of the Ohio to the Miuni, und extended as far as lake Erie,
on the borders of Canuda.

During the fow years that M. de Crozat possessed it, he ate
tracted some cultivators, and took with him a crowd of advcir-
turers, Of all the inhabited parts of the New World, no one
lius been peopled so slowly as New Orleans. In vuin did the
goverunent, after the death of Louis NIV, offer advantages to
the colouists ; none but those who were without resources, or ex-
posed to the vengeance of the laws, would go to the Mississippi.

It is difficult to imagine how much this colony suftered by
the war which terminated in 1768, by the cession of Canada
to Euglund. Left to their own strength, without resources
from the mother-country, the inhabitants of New Orleans had
no means of obtaining clothing. At last, after five years of mi-
scry, peace restored them to abundance, and attracted new
settlers.

During the two years which followed the cession of Canada,
great numbers of French who were established there, aban-
doned it to go to a country where they might live under their
native laws.  New Orleans had become a considerable staple,
when France, from a mistaken economy, transferred it to Spain,
From that moment, affairs assumed a different aspect. The
taking possession of it, which Orelli signalized by his perfidious
cruelty, not ouly putastop to the increase of population by
the arrival of new settlers, but induced many rich proprictors
to desert a country, whose new master acted as a tyrant. fn
vain did Spain recall him ; the first impression was too strong
for the recollection of it to be hastily effaced.

The whole town was destroyed by fire in 1788, and the
srcuter part in 1794, 'The Louscs are at present built of brick,
and coutain about twelve thousand inhabitants. New Oilvans
is the seat of tic superior authorities of Louisiana, p\flli.ch
are vested in a governor and overseer.  The former*; a foolish
old man, who woverns the colony according to the will of his
son, a pragratical and ignerant young man. 2L latter, a man

# Tt will anpear scarcely credibic th‘at he published a decree the same
vear that I al'rfvcd, by which ke f('n'h:!r! mocul:'u:‘m, as npsed to ,vd,.!“”'“
};rinciples. Above six hundred children and s:aves fc:“ victims to this ab-
surd prejilice, which bias been, and =till conrinues to Le, the suovrze of
the government.

U Lac.}
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of low estraction, who carries to excess his hatred towards the
French, whom he injurcs solely for the pleasure of injuring.
The governor has converted every thing to meney. The places
given by his predecessor, have been sold: he has turned out
men of known integrity, and replaced them by rogues; and
has done every thing to disgust men of houncst intentions.

There is only one monastic institution for men at New Or-
leans; and they hide their depravation and ignorance under the
garb of religion.  ‘There is also a convent of nuns, where young
girls are instructed.

- The town is not paved, and probably never will be while
under the Spauish government.  The markets, for want of
proper ventilation, emit putrid vapours; so that it is likely,
m a foew vears, either the vellow fever, or some other conta-
sious disease, will destroy a great number of the foreign settlers;
even the natives are often attacked.

The Creoles of Louisiana liave not lost, under a foreign go-
vernment, either the love of the mother-country, or the tastes which
characterize its inhabitants. T'hev vield themselves to pleasure
m excess. Feasting and gaming occupy all their attention.
This latter appears the most predominant. They are humane,
'z!ﬁable, and hospitable. The Creolian women are passionately
tond of dancing. The men, being brave, bold, and enterprising,
nothing pleases them so much as the military uniform, which
they wear at thirteen or fourteen. The government employ
them in the militia, or in the regiments of Louisiana. They
are often cadets five or six years before they gain the rank of
sub-lieutenant: but this is no inconvenience, the epanlette 1z
that which flatters them.

Thus, in this country, as cvery where else, man is ambitious
to command others, at an age when he is incapable of com-
manding himself.

LOLliSiil.l]u, which neither produced corn nor pulse of any kind,
was supplied before the war by France, when the inhabitants
went under Spanish colours to provide themselves with neces-
saries.  But for more than ten years, the Americans have been
able to supply them. They receive in paviment dollars, which
they send by horses and waggons to Philadelphia. They furnish
them with clothes, furniture, and other merchandize, and receive
‘m exchange sugar, indigo, and cotton. ’

All the taxes imposed in Louisiuna by the Spanish govern-
meut, are confined to six per cent. on merchandize imported,
and products exported from the colony.  On this head, as on
many others, the policy of the United ates is preterable to
that of Npuin. The tixes on the merchandize which they ma-
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vufacture, as well as on the products of their lands, are almost
all tuken offy while those on merchandize nnported, arve in in-
verse proportion to their importance. ‘il articles of luxury
are still mnore highly taxed ; thus agriculturists and manufacturers
arc encouraged, and the rich tuzed In proportiou to their
fortunes.

However incfficacious the laws enacted in Louisiana might
be, it is probable that they would have been adequate to the
government of the colony, if they had been distributed with
economy. But contraband i3 carried on, notwithstanding
the smallness of the tax, which obliges the King of Spuin to
send considerable sums amually. The expences and revenues
of the colony, may be calculated in the following mauner :—

In 1801, there was exported from Louisiana, 30,000
cwt. of cotton, which, at 120 liv. per cwt, the Livres. Sols.

common value, amounts to - - 3,000,000 0
Raw sugar, 84,000 cwt, at 27 liv. 10s. per cwt. - 2,490,000 0O
Indigo, 3371 cwt. at 600 liv. ditto - - 2,022,600 ©
Tobacco, 7800 cwt. at 40 liv. ditto - - 312,000 O
Squirrel skins, 3000 cwt, at 200 liv. ditto - (600,000 O
Castor ditto, 18 cwt. at 500 liv. ditto - - 90,000 O
1cad ore, 4000 cwt. at 30 liv. ditto - - - 120,000 O
Sheet lead, 450 cwt. at 75 liv, ditto - - 33,750 O
Planks for the Iavannah - - 256,000 ©
Sugar casks for the above - - 194,600 ©
Mules, horses, oxen, and cows, for ditto - 600,000 0O
Timber for ditto - - - 96,000 ©

Total of all the entries made at the Custom-house

of New Orleans, in 1801 - - 10,414,950 ©
To this may be added at least -3, to equal the sums
not declared - - - 6,244,970 0

Total livres 16,659,920 0

Imports entered at the Custom-house, in the course
of the same year - - - - 5,478,598 0
Total livres 22,138,518 O

But as the contraband on this part is more consi-

derable than on the products of the colony,

this suin may fairly be doubled - - 5,4]8,598 0o
The amount of taxes collected is - - 27,0173116 o
Which will produce, at the rate of 6 per cent. 1,706,171 3

M2
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The expences fixed by the govermnent are as

follows :— Livres. Sols.
fixpences of administration - - 29(2,000 0
Payment of troops - - - 1,095,000 0
Administration of justice - - - 160,000 0
Religion - - - - - 126,000 0
Forts - - - - - 96,000 0
Artillery - - - - - 116,000 0
Presents to the savages - - - 440,000 0
Unforeseen expences - - - 100,000 O
Custom-house - - - - 240,000 Q
Marine - - - - -~ 178,000 0

Total livres 2,841,000 ©
All the sums on which the taxes arve effectively
» raised, amount on the one part to - 10,414,950 O
And on thé other to - - - 5,478,598 0

Total livres 16,893,548 0
It follows that the King of Spain only receives from
" this colony - - - - - 053,432 12
And that he will be obliged to send annually - 1,857,507 8§

The reform necessary to be made in all parts of the admi-
nistration, both military and civil, also the presents to the
savages, to whom one hulf is not distributed, would certainly
bring the expences to the level of the receipts ; but it seems the
Spanish government sufiers itself to be plundered; nay, even
eticourages the depredation, by not allowing to those m their
employ a sufficient salary.

The exportation commerce of Louisiana, fifteen yvears ago,
was carried on with thirty ships of moderate size. Smce the
cultivation of sugar and cotton, 1t has so increased, that above
two hundred are employed.

Besides the ,above productions, New Orleans furvishes the
Havarmah with planks and sugar-casks, of which there is a
great consumption. The centraband commerce with Mexico,
15 also a considerable advantage to New Orleans. The Lu-
ropean ‘merchandize, which 1s sold at a high price in almost
every part of this rich country, encourages speculators to risk
confiscation, and even corporeal punishments, to which they
are condemned if discovered. The traders, after ascending the
Red River as far as Natchitoches, transport their merchandize on
horses to a distance of more than 600 miles. The hopes of
wealth n.te them readily endure the fatigues nseparable from
s0 long a journey, and the terrors of some savage nations, that
Kill without pity all the Whites that fall into their hands. The
rich n:erchants, whose fortunes will permit themn to make large
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sacrifices, land on the most advantageous coasts, and gain over
i their favour the chiefs of the government, who, under pre-
tence of allowin: them time to repair their ship, take no no-
tice of the qualitv or guuntity of the goods landed.

The traders bring from “iexico imgots and piastres, with
which they load mules wnd horses, the trouble of couducting
which, and the expences on the road, may be cousidered tie
principal part of their cost. "The mules, as welil as horses, are
simatl, strong, and vigorous.  The rich merchants only brius
back ingots and piastres, the countries where they iand producing
nothing which can be soid with advantage. B\ the tecaty of
1796 with the United States, the Wing of “pain cuzrced to
give them a dep6t at New Orleans for the merciumdize destined
to ascend the Mississippi, and for the overplus of the products
of the Western States. This depdt, which was munied to
them for three vears, was to have been (if tHis Cuthtic 3la-
jesty was unwilling to continue it) replaced by somc othur,
equally advantageons to both governments. Without respcct to
this part of the treaty, the president of the United States was
informed, some time before my arrival, that not only the port
remained shut, but that also a depot was forbidden to the
American merchants.  ‘This breach of faith could not fail to
exasperate the Western States, which have uo otlier channel
for disposing of the overplus of their productions. It has since
appeared, that this measure was not authorized by the Spunish
government, but was the result of the desire of injuring, and of
hatred to the French.

CHAP. XIX.
.CONSIDERA\’I'IOT\'S ON SLAVERY.—FRELE NEGROES.—MU-~
LATTOES.—CONDUCT TO BE OBSERVED WITH THE NA=
TIVES OF THE COUNTRY ~—TERRITORIAL ADVANTAGES
O LOUISIANA FOR FRANCE.—THOSE WHICH Il OFI'LRS
TO HER NAVY.—COMMERCIAL ADVANTAGES.—COM-~
MERCE IN SKINS.—MANNER Ol' REACHING THE LAKE
OWINIPIKE, OR WINNIPEG.

S LAVERY, the areutest of necessary evils, as well to those
that endure it, as thosc that are obliged to cmploy the victims,
exists in both the Louiviunas; and mwust continue many suc-
cecding ages in the south, if the gevernment wish to encourage
asriculture, which is thcir only resource.  "he Negroes alone
can Jabour in these scorching c]imutcs';_the ] ln}cx, uoty'nh-
standing all precaution, pe:’! il they cuitivate thelr own fields.
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To derive advantage from the colonies, the importation of
Negrocs must be protected; but, it is at the same time the
interest of government, te watch tiat the mmhabitants do not
abuse the power given them by the laws.

After the cruel experience of St. Dominee, which probably
has opened the eves of all those philanthropists, who consider
as nothing the prospenty of empires when it is i contra-
diction to their sentimentzl notions of bumanity, I am far
from advising the government to relax the chains of slavery,
which either must subzist, or the colouies be lost.

In Lower Louistana, the Negroes are badly fed ;- each indi-
vidual does not receive above a busrel of maize in the ears every
month, which is not more than one third of a barrel m grai.
They must procure the remainder of their food and clothes by the
produce of their lubour on Sunduys.  If they do not, they must
remain naked during the rigorous scuson.  In winter they ge-
nerally wear a shirt, and a woollen covering in the form of a
great-coat.

Ougzht not a master to provide his slave with clothing and
food, w proportion to the work required of hin? Docs not a
day of rest belong to every man, and more especially to those
employed i the labours of the field? These questions would
have been unnceessary, if avarice, more powerful than humanity,
did not govern all men, but especially the inhabitants of the
ccionies.  What are the consequences of this avarice? The
Negroes, badly fed and fatigued, are soon exhausted ; weakness,
disease, and death succeed. Thus does the master by increasing
his revenues lose the capital, without being rendered wiser by
experience. I am not unacquainted that the Negroes are un-
like other men; they cannot be managed by mildness or senti-
ment ; that they deride those who treat them with kindness;
tivit they belong by their moral constitution as much to the
iute, as by their physical, they do to man; but, let us at
least take the same care of them as of the quadrupeds which
we employ; let us feed them well, that, thev may work well,
and not require of them more than they are able.

The Necroes are naturally crafty, idle, cruel, and thieves; |
need ust add, that in their hearts they are all enemies to the
Vhites.  The serpent endeavours to bite him that tramples him
under his foct: the slave mnst hate his master.  But it 1s
difitcult to account for the brutality and aversion of the free
Blacks to those of their own species.  They are treated by
them worse than by the Whites. ’

Althengh the free Blacks lose very little of their hatred to
}hc W hx-t«rs,‘ yet they are far from being as dangerous as the Mu-
tioes. These scem 1o participate as much of the vices of

4
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both species as of their colour: they are vindictive, traitors, and
crual enemies to the Biacks and Whites.  As to men of colour,
who are still more dangerous, it would probably be very agvan-
tageous to form them mto a colony in sume uninbabited part 4
the continent: this measure would free the colonies of those
men, by whom they one day or other will be destroved, i
would abolish the intemperate conduct of the Whites towaids
their slaves, which is the ruin of socicty, and the principal
cause of the small population of the countries they inhabit.

The conduct of the Spanish governmeat towards the na-
tives of Louisiana, has rendered the mummer difficult with
which the succceding power should behave. Possessing sources
of gold which scemed inexhaustible, this metal formed the
basis of all their enterprises. If they desired wui, they bought
men, or if peace, 1t wus procured by gold ; if it was their -
terest to preserve harmony between two rival powers, the one
that was in want of moucy was forced to renounce it: claims.
The chicfs of each nation annually received considerabie pre-
sents for themselves and nation ; and cvery savage golng to a
Spauish colony, received the same allowance as a soldier us
long us he remained n it.  In rigorous seasons and climates,
they are clothed and provided with necessarics.  Above eighty
thousand francs are expended annually n these presents, by
which the men in superior offices obtain their fortunes.

Of all European nations, none is better «uviiticd to obtain
she friendship of the nations near Lowisiuna than France. Thev
have never forgotten that they were the tirst Whites that landed
in their country, and that they first received from them gung
and knives, (dunverous presents, but highly prized.) To ob-
tain any thing from the suvages, we must bhe kind, and at
the same time severe in the administration of justice.  If the
Spanish government is at present despised by the nations with
whom thev trade, it is because, being too weak to be just, thev
fiave suffered the first murders committed ou them to go un-
punished. o

Among the wations with whom it principally concerus the
possessors of Louisiana to be on frieudly terms, are the Sioux
of the Savannalis: in the tirst place, because they are the most
numerous nation of the North; sccondly, being thc best hunters,
thev are of great advantage to commcrce; and third y, benyg
masters of the left bank of the Missouri, and tie right of the
Mississippi, they might intercept all communication with the
tribes situated on the upper part of these rivers.

After the Sious, the Osages are perhaps the most barbarous
of all the nations frequented by the Whites in this part of the
continent. The conduct displived by some French governors
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towards the savages of Canada, may serve as an example té
those who shall be emploved hereafter in the same situations.
From the moment that a murder was committed, all communi-
cation with the traders was Interdicted, until the criminal was
discovered and exccuted. [f any horses were stolen, the same
mode was resorted to until they were restored. An act of
mercy is in the cves of the savages, an act of weakness; and
one crime unpunished, always encourages the commission of
a second.

Louisizan, by the treaty between Spain and the United States
in 1796, received new boundaies. Its limits, which before
comprehended both the banks of the Mississippi as far as
the Ohio, were fixed to theyleft bank of this fine river, be-
Iow the 52°%; and Spain only remained in possession of the
whole course from this place to 1s mouth, which is in 29° 571/,
according to general estimute. .

From the $0° of latitude, Louisiana (rjovs the advantages of
all the climates in Europe, and ¢au supply all their productions.
The air is salubrious, the land fertile, and the mines abundant ; it
is so well supplied with rivers, that the inkabitants are certain
of an easy and uninterruped communication to a great distance.
Sugar, cotton, indigo, rice, and tobacco, grow in the southern
pait; while in the mcre temperate parts, the earth produces
abundant crops of corn, barley, maize, &c.

France is situated m the most temperate climate in the world ;
the lands are rich, its ichabitants laborious and industrivus; but
its territories are so confincd, that notwithstanding its fertility,
the crops are often destroved, either by drought or superabun-
dance of rain. In those seasons, the inhabitants are obliged
to obtain from their ncighbours, corn, und other necessaries
of life.

Let us suppose Louisiana peopled so that its fervile lands werc
cultlvated., and its meadows covered with flocks; then would
France, 1 years of scarcity, find in it a certain resource. Ex-
cessive raius, or great drought! can only be puitial in a country
of so great an extent ; and that part which has not suffered will
always have an overplus to export.

To these advantages we may add those which France would
derive for her niavy from Louistana. Being destitute of timber,
she is obliged to ubtzin it from forcign countries, as also hemp.
But if once n possession of this fine colony, she would find
resources m herself. The cedar, the cvpress, the acacia, the
d.lffere.nt spectes of oak, which are all fit for ship-building,
](;fjvf'll :}S z::n(;f:bch éman:l hel?’_lp, \\'ilh(})l'lt cultivation, grows to a great
From the exner: iperior to that of the north of Europe.

xperiments which have been made by conmimand
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of the Spanish ministry, the most advantageous conclusiors
have been drawo ; to this may be added the possession of lead-
mines, the ore being, in many places, close to the surface of the
ground ; the facility of manufacturing potash and salt-petre : and
the iron, copper, and silver mines, so abundant in the interior.
The chief advantszes of a colony, in respect of commerce,
exists in the colony itself; and the more it is flourishing and
populous, the greater will be the advantages derived by the
mother country. But when, besides the interior consumption,
it offers a market and supplies of the greatest importance to the
mother-country, how much ought such a colony to be valued !
Such is the case in which Louisiana is in relation to France.
The mhabitants of the Western Settlements of the United States,
entirely employed in agricultural labours, neither manufacture
clothing nor furniture. Their intercourse with the maritime
cities from which they obtain these necessary articles, presents
innumerable difficuities ; the land-carriage being both expensive
and dangerous. How great would be the advantages gained
by a depdt, from which all their supplies might come by
water, and where they could puv for them by the overplus
of their territorial productions! New Orleans 1s this depér.
Coffee, sugar, spices, Eust and West Iundia merchandize, wounld
always sell there to advantage. 'The government cannot be
ignorant, how much the good understanding of the two coun-
tries depends on their commercial relations, and how advan-
tageous it would be for France to preserve this good under-
standing with the \Western States of America; which, from
their character, opinions, and situation, will probably soon be-
come independent of the Northern States.  Auother branch of
cotnmerce, not less important, is that of furs and skins. [
have endeavoured in a former chapter to prove, with what
facility Louisiana might wrest this trade from Canada, on the
whole of the right bank of the Mississippi: it will be less
difficult to convince the reader, that we possess, even over our
rivals on the most northern lakes, an advantage of cent. per ceut.
Between the Missouri and the chain of mountains which are
on the southern bank of the great Red River, whose waters
flow into the lake Owinipike, is a part of the nation of
Chistinous, to the number of five hundred warriors. The
body of this mation, to the number of 2500 warriors, is
dispersed between the 50 and 55° vorthi lat. and 120° west long,
Between the Missouri and the Red River, but more to the west,
is the river of the Osseniboines, which scems to derive its waters
from the lake Placotte; it flows into the river Catepoie, which
has its month in the Red River, at a little distance fronr the lake
Owinipike. The people that inhulitits hauis, known by the
BU LAC.] N
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name of the Osseniboines, situated between 48 and 50° north
lat. and 1150 loug. are kind and peaceable, and the number
of their warriors amount to five or six hundred.

More to the west, at the foot of the Orignal mountains,
which separates the waters of the Missourt from those of
the river Catepoie, are the Chivitoans, to the number of two
thousand : they are situated between 44 and 45° north_lat. and
117° west long. at a little distance from the Missouri. lf we
poceed towards the morth, along the mountains which seem
to divide the lakes from the Pacific Ocean, we find, in the
50° lat. the nation of Piegans, composed of one thousand
warriors. In the same latitude, but some degrees more to
the west, the Sasacs, to the number of 400; the Pieds-notrs,
to the number of 1500 ; and in the 54° the Castor nation, to the
number of about six hundred. :

All these nations, situated on different rivers, which all flow
into the river Oupaw, may easily transport their skins to the
Jake Owinipike. On the river Oupaw, is the body of the
Chistinous, mentioned above. Most of these nations consider
the Whites as superior beings, under the special protection of
the Great Spirit. Near to the lake Owinipike, in the 57° lat.
and 110° west long. are the Schipiwans, to the number of eight
hundred warriors ; and on the east of the Owinipike, the Makigos,
who amount to the same number.

From these nations the English obtain the principal part of
their fine furs. In fact, iustead of the thirty-six transportations
by land, which they are obliged to employ to arrive at Lake
Superior by that of Mechigan, we can pass by one which is
practicable during the whole year: they have, besides, seventy
others before they reach the lake Owinipike. Some of these
transportations present so great obstacles, that it requires the
greatest strength and courage to surmount them; and, notwith-
standing all their activity, they never reach their distination
within a year. As we could make a vovage from New Orleans
i less than a year, that 1s to sav, before tliose that have left
Quebec or Montreal have reached the mations with whom they
traitic, what a superiority should we possess!

_Althoush no one has ascended to the source of the
Mississippi, the general opinion of travellers is, that it dertves
its waters from some of the north-western lakes. If so, we
remain indisputed masters of this part of the continent; if
otherwise, there is no doubt that a communication wil shortly
b+ tound n the direction of the rivers that flow into it. Then
a s..oxie transportation by land would be sufficient, iustead of
cue inmdred and six, which inpede the trade of the English.
But 1t s mean fals, the Missouni offers to us another, the
facility of which is certain.
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This river, the navigation of which is as uninterruptcd as that
of the Mississippi, will « rd an casy passage to the Owini-
pike. Between 105 and 110° west lonz. and 43 and 45° north
Iat. at a hittle distance from the Missouri, is the river Pabinac,
which has an opening nfo the upper part of the Red River,
which latter opens a direct communication with the Owinipike.
A staple situated on the nearest part of the Missourl, would
be sufliclent to insure a communication with the river Pabinac;
boats might there be built, and the merchandize would thus
reach its destination with the greatest quickuess. This staple
would also serve to facilitate discoveries to the south-west of the
Missouri, which would be of the first importance to commerce.

CHAP. XX.

LOUISIANA CONSIDERLD IN A POLITICAL VIEW., —
NECESSITY OF A LARGE COLONY FOR FRANCE.—DLEPAR-
TURE FROM NEW ORELANS.—TFORT PLAQUEMINL,
BUILT By M. D. CARONDELET.—FORT BOURBON.—
BALISE.—PILOT MAJOR.—EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE.

IT is difficult to conceive why Spain, in possession of both
banks of the Mississippi, from the mouth of the Ohio, should
.determine to give up one to the United States without being
obliged by necessity, the only motive that could excuse the
cession of so important an advantage. [n vain is advauced the
impossibility of defending such an extensive territory : if this were
sufficient reason, she ought also to have abandoned Louisiana
and a great part of her other possessions in America, which
are without means of defence, and are only secure on account of
the weakness of the surround.ng nations. 1o cveis ignorant
that the invasion of a country is attended by hostilities, to
which the United States neither ought nor could have exposed
themselves at the moment when Spain shewed this impolitic
liberality.

The “Spanish government can only be recompens:d for the
voluntary abandonment which was made of the right bauk
as far as the 32° of N. L. by the gratitude aud attachment of her
neighbours. But what is the gratitude of nations? A vague
sentiment, which the slightest motive of "interest occasions
to vanish; a painful yoke, which is covtinually erdeavoured
to be cast off, and which it is olten advantageous to break
even at the expence of justice. It is a fact but too well proved,
that policy and virtue cannot cxist together; and that every
thing is subordinate to the respectivi strength of natiofs, or
the caprices of those that govern them ; that u wise goveriment

N 2
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ought to found the basis of all their proceedings on the interest
or power of their neighbours; and that that which departs
frot these maxims will be accused of weakness or pusil-
lannnity.

Spain, weak in Europe, and without force or consideration
in America, neither knows how to make herself feared or
respected. [t requires a more vigorous arm to keep the
keys of a barrier, on which depends the mvasion of this
part of the continent, and consequently the independence of
the colonies, as soon as they shall find neighbours powerful
enough to protect them, and sufficiently industrious to supply
their wants.

Tn vain it is advanced that the Americans are not a warlike
nation; that being occupied in agriculture and commerce,
they do not think on aggrandizement ; that the form of their.
government is opposite to all projects of conquest; and lastly,
that it is their interest to live in the most perfect harmony with
the powers of Ewrope. 1 reply, they are not warlike, because
they have not a supcrabundance of men; and that if the system
of the government appears at the moment opposite to all
agarandizement, 1t is not less prudent to provide against the
chenges which may happen in its policy; and from the
revolutions which threaten America, a new system may arise,
which will make them occupy a rank ' the political balance of
the world, which they have not hitherto done.

Another, no less important consideration for France, is, the
necessity of a large colony, to which she might send the
overplus of her population.  All well-governed nations
among whom commerce and the arts have flourished, soon
obtain a superabundant  population, which not finding a suffi-
cient subsistence in their own country, must emigrate in search
of new settlements.

The Romans had numerous colonies; the Greeks also in
their prosperity founded many. The people of the north,
teo numerous, mvaded the south ; and 1 times less remote we
Lave seen all the great powers of Eurcpe fill countries, of im-
mense extent, and which before had been deserts, without any
sensible decrcase of their population.  Thus Holland has carried
Ler industr to the two Indies, where she possesses large co-
louies; mud 1], the least populous state in Europe, has
creats-!siew kingdows, which contain more subjects than her-
self.  Lrance alone is deprived of this resource. No part in
the world seems better suited for this purpose than Louisiana,
whore cvery species of industry cannot fail of success. "

¢ is.n0 longer doubted: that the new continent will at some
futwie-period be ndependent of the old. The lands are top
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fertile, and the climate too genial, not to atiract a numerous
population, which will not fail to break the voke, that is borue
ouly by imbecility.  Trance, by obtaining possession of Louisiana,
cannot prevent this cffect, necessary from the succession of time
and consciousness of strength 5 but she will retard it.

After a residence of more that two months in New Orleans,
I quitted it on the 2gth of December, notwithstanding the
pressing invitations of my friends, and the dangers of the season.
The vessel in which I embarked, bound for Bourdeaux, carried
Spunish colours, and was called La Mexicana. The country
below New Orleans became level as we descended the river.
The lands on both bauks are well cultivated withn twenty miles
of the town; but beyond that distance small portions are only
attended to;, on account of the whole being a great part of the
year inundated by the river.

Sixty miles helow New Orleans is fort Plaquemine, erected
during the government and under the direction of Baron de
Carondelet.  Fort Plaquemine, strongly built of brick, presents
a battery of twelve long pieces of cannon on both sides
towards the river. Fort Bourbon, on the opposite bank, has
a battery which crosses that of Plaquemine: the garrison of
these two posts is composed of from eighity to one hundred
men, commanded by a lieutenant-colonel.

From Plaquemine to Balise, the last Spanish port on the
Mississippt, the country is uninhabited, and the land so low
that there can never be any estabilishments formed. At Balise
the pilot-major resides, who has the exclusive right of pilotting
all ships cither to or from New Orelans.  This privilege, which
was granted by the Spanish government, is very injurious to
navicators, The pilots under his command, having no com-
petitors to fear, only go out when the vessel is necar the port.
It is the more injurious to commerce, because the approach
to the Jand in this part of the gulf is extremely dangerous, both
on account of the violence of the winds, and the number of
the mouths of the Mississippi, which oiten deceive navigators.
The accidents which happen would be in part prevented,
if the pilotage was free to z_lll that l)qd served a regular
apprenticeship : the love of gain would induce them to go to
ships at seme miles from the coast. o )

Another inconvenience of exclusive privileges is, that the
King of Spain, who is charged with all the expences of pilotth}g,
maintains no vessels proper o assist those that meet with
accidents. )

Thosc that navigate in these latitudes onght to pay particular
attention to the point of the compass 1u which it is proper
to enter the port.  The pilot assured 1ue, that on account of the
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o

sailors not attending to this, so many accidents happened.
The prudent navigator must remember to enter the channel when
be sees the town of Balise to the north-west.

"The King of Spain maintains at Balise o garrison of twenty
men, principally desigiied for the service of the custom-house,
an officer belonzing to which goes on board every ship enteriig
or departing.  There are also twenty men under the order of
the pilot-mujor, paid and keptas soldiers: they may, however,
quit ticir employ at pleasure, provided that their services are
not imniediately required, aund that they owe nothing.  This
last coudition generally fixes them for many years; the pilui-
major taking care to keep them always devendant, by supplying
them with spirits, of which they consume large quaniitics.

CliAP. XL

LIFE OF GEORGE AUGUSTUS BOWLES.

,A MERICA, although populous for many years, has produced
very few men whose names are deserving of being transmitted
to posterily 3 Franklin and Washington are perhaps the only
oics to whom it can boast of having given birth. I hope for
pardon i rclating the life of one, who, by the originality of
his character, the extent of his knowlcdee, the vast projects
‘he has conceived, and those that he has executed, merits par-
ticular attention. '

George Augustus Bowles was born in Marvland, one of the
United States ; his father, an Englishman by birth, had amassed
a cousiderable property, and enjoyed the esteem of his fellow-
citizens, among whom he had an honourable rank. When the
war broke outin 1775 between England and the United States,
Bowles, though yet a boy, ran after the adventures of a military
life, for which nature seemed to have designed him. It would
be difficult to alledge the reasons that determined him to
prefer the English party to that of his native country. It
13 probable that the elegance and good discipline of the
English regiments, alone determined his choice. At the age
of thirteen he offered himsclf a volunteer to an English regiment
of infantry, and was admitted. After a year’s service he was
received among the Loyalists of Maryland, commanded by
Colonel James Chalmers, a man distinguished for his great
talents, his fortune, and attachment to the mother country.

Having embarked in 1777 with his regiment, in which he
had obtamed the rank of an officer, he arvived at Pensacola
in Florida, where, on account of negligence, he was deprived of

[-l el

his commission. Far from feeling uneasiness, he supported his
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misfortune with indifference and even joy. Having passed his youth
i the midst of forests, and on the frontiers of suvages, he con-
tracted an early attachment to their mode of living. ke retired
among the Creek Indians, and married one of their women.
During the war between Ilngland and Spain, in 1779, he parti-
cularly distinguished himsclf by his cool intrepidity and supe-
riority of eerius. The constant friend of the English, he persuaded
his brother-warriors to go to the assistance of Pensacola, which
was then besieged by the Spaniards.  He entered the town at the
head of a party which he had raised, and conducted himself as an
able commander. The attack of Mobile afforded him a fresh
opportunity of distincticn : the applauses which he deservedly
received, engaged Col. Campbell to offer him the command of a
company, which he accepted ; but, in a short time, was deprived
of it by a court-martial, and was on the point of beimg sen-
tenced to death, for having, at the head of the army, threat-
ened ouc of his superior officers.  Disgusted with the European
service, he returned to his friends, with whom he had left his
children, as a pledge of his love and fidelity. Althouzh not
vet ninetcen, he had inspired them with such a venerution for
him, and was so admired by them, that he was called « the
beloved warrior.” - !

He remained with them a whole year, during which he was
not inactive. The advice which he gave them, and the new
means of defence and attack in which be instructed them, will
nsure to them, in case of necessity, a decided superiosity over
their enctuics.  Incapable of remaining long inactive, he
set out to visit the coasts of Florida. After travelling over
them, he embarked for Providence, where he solicited arms
and ammunition for his nation. Having obtained them, he re-
turned in spite of cvery obstacle to the Creeks. He then embark-
ed with some of his intrepid companions in a transport ship, und
crossed with them into the gulf of Florida, where he captured
many Spunish ships, bound for the Havannah and New Or-
leans.

The Spanish government, obstructed in her commerce by an
enemy hitherto despised, covered themselves with disziece by
offering a reward for his head.  Tlowever, notwithstandii:: the
subtilty of Spain, Bowles continued to keep the sea with ad-
vantage. o L

Being invested by his tribe with an unlimited auth~iy. he
wax after the poace of 1753, indefatigable in improvmy the lot
of his brother-warriors. I'hreateved in 1735 by a war wuh the
inhabitants of Georgia, whose assembly hud sold some lauds be-
loneing to the Crecks, he set out for Angusta, where the
States were held. After taking every precaution, and being as-

4
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sured by the inhabitants that he had nothing to fear from them,
he returned and informed his friends. Tor their greater security,
he proposed a general league with the other Indian nations, from
Florida to Canada: and ambasstdors were hnmediately scnt to
make proposals, which were unanimously agreed to.

Effectually to support these measures, Bowles, with all the
money that he had taken from the Spaniards, set out for St.
Augustine, and from thence he proceeded to Providence. Ou
his return in 1757, how great was his astonishment, when he
was informed that the Spaniards had, during his absence,
treated with the Creek chiefs, among whom they had dis-
tributed some silver medals, on their engaging to wage war
against the Georgians, and had already supplied them with arms
and ammunition! He easily made appear to them the conse-
quences of their conduct; and on his entreaty they sent back
the medals to the governor, whose hatred for Bowles increased
in proportion to the supposed affront.

The war between England and Spain, which was on the point
of breaking out, not yet having taken place, and the Georgians
remaining in a state of inaction, Bowles seized this opportunity
to put his long-planned project to execution; which was to
declare the ports of Apalachicola, Oakwelakre, and Tampé,
free to all commercial nations.

"T'o ensure success to this design, he sent seven hundred warriors
to Apalachicola and Tampé, and went himself to Oakwelakre,
where some Spanish emissaries endeavoured to assassinate him ;
but the attempt onlv occasioned an attack on the Apaloches,
a small Spanish post in Florida, and which he laid under con-
tribution.  Thus did this great man employ all his faculties to
discipline, =uuot, and civilize a numerous and brave people,
which would s;on have ranked among eivilized nations, if the
base jealousy of Spain had not counteracted his generous de-
signs.  Bowles Licvame so odious to Spain, that she resolved to
destroy him at agy price. :

T'wo Spanish officers, named Hevia and Rousseau, undertook
to dishoncur themselves in the sight of the whole world, by se-
conding the government in the disgraceful measures which were
resolved upon. These two men were sent to him with a letter
from the governor of Louisiana, who said, that he had orders
from his government, to treat with him on the disputes sub-
sisting between the Creek Indians and the court of Spain ;
and that, in order to fucilitate the negociation, he had sent a
ship with two officers appointed to conduct 1im to Mew Or-
Ieans, where he would experience every civility, and be treated
with the attention he Jjustly merited.  On these assurances, he
depurted for New Orleans, and waited upon the goveinor, who:
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received him with every external mark of friendship. But
when he began to discuss matters with him, relative to the in-
terests of his nation, he pretended that he had not authority to
agree to some of the most mmportant articles ; and, notwith-
stauding the national honour pledged by the two officers, he
sent Bowles to the Havannah, and shortly after to Spain.

Ou his arrival at Madrid, the Spanish government endea-
voured to seduce him by a large fortune, and a brilliant post in
the army, both which Bowles rejected with indignation. To
this Spain added a vew artifice.  An alcaide informed him, that
the king had appointed two commissaries at Cadiz, to treat
with him, and that to end all difficulties, he must repair thither
immediately. After a detension of eight months in the capital,
he arrived at Cadiz, where he was confined for a whole year.
Duriuy this interval, a proposal was made to him as follows :—
“ .\ messenger,” savs he, in a letter to one of his friends,
“ came one day and Informed me, that if 1 would write to the
Duke of Alcerdia, and accuse the Counts of Aranda and
Florida Blanca, of ill treatnent to me, 1 should be brought
back to court, and my business finished to my satisfaction.
The indignation that | felt on hearing this, cannot be easily
easily expressed 5 1 commanded the messenger not to repeat it
on pain of feeling my displeasure. ¢ In that case,” replicd he,
¢ you must prepate to visit the Philippines.

“. A few days subsequent to this infamous proposal,” adds he,
| was conducted on board of a vessel, without knowing whither
I wus bound: 1 was sent to Lima by Cape Horn, without any
preparation for my voyage, almost naked, and in the coldest
season of the vear.” Here the same propositions were re-
newed which had been made in Spain. They were rejected,
and he was embarked for Manilla; where he arrived on the 27th
of November, 1795. In 1797, he was again embarked for
Europe; but, at the isle of Ascension, he eluded the vigilance
of his gnards, and escaped to Sicrra Leone, where he procured
a passage to London. ) )

On his arrival in England, Bowles was destitute of articles
of the tirst importance ; but being mformed that Mr. Pitt was
at Walmer Castle, he went thither, and remained there many days,
during which he recovered from his fatigues.  Being provided
with a lctter written by Mo, Pilt,' he waited on the.Duke
of Portland, who kindly received him, and who supplied all
his wants. Loaded with the kindness of government, which
afforded him all the aid that he required for his nation, he de-
after a long residence in England, with the design of

arted !
p ’ 1 government, that had 1m-

wreaking Lis vengeance on a deceltfu
prisoned and il treated him.

DU Lac.] O
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Since that time he has endeavoured by every means in his
power to injure Spain. Lastly, in 1801, having levied a con-
siderable party, he marched to the Apalaches, drove the Spanish
garrison from the fort, destroyed the fortifications, and re-
mained in possession of the place until the governor of New
Orleans sent reinforcements, which he did not think advisable
to oppose.

Bowles is tall, well made, and of a prepossessing appear-
ance ; his complexion olive, A sailor before he had seen a
ship, a mathematician without learning the first elements of
the science, a chemist and a mechanic ; 1t is probable, that if his
ardent genins had confined itself to any vne of these sciences,
he would have reached the highest perfection. He speaks
French, Spanish, and all the dialects of the savages in this part
of the continent, with as much facility as his native tongue,
and unites to the qualities of the body those of the mind.

I cannot conclude this abridgment of his life, without re-
lating a trait, which proves this last asscrtion in the clearest
manner. One of the oflicers who had betrayed him, and
was probably going to receive the reward -of his treachery,
fell into the water. The Spanish sailors seemed in no hurry
to go to his assistance. Bowles was sitting at the poop of
the ship in deep reflection; but, he vo sooner perceived the
miscreant who had betrayed him strufgling with the waves,
than he plunged into the sea, and reached him at the moment
he was ready to smk. He brought him to the side of the
ship, and said, loud enough to be heard by the whole crew,
“ 1 ought perhaps to revenge your perfidy; but live, and re-
member that you owe your life to the man whom you have
deprived of liberty.”

END OF DU LAC'S TRAVELS.
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