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TRAVELS 

THROUGH TH:£ 

TWO LOUISIANAS, 9"c. 

CHAP. I. 

DEPARTURE FROM BOURDEAUX.-BA NKS OF NEWFOUND• 

LAND-COD FJSHF.RY-ARRIVAL AT THE BAY OF SANDY 

HOOK,-NEW YORK,-PROMEN ADES.-PUBLJC BUILD

INGS,-'.\lARKETS, - YELLOW I?EVER.-COM)1ERCE.

RELIGION .-CUSTOMS.-EDUCATION, ~·c. 

J LEFT Bourdeaux on the 14th of August, 1801, and em
barked in the Oliver, merchantman, of the United States, com
manded by Captain Coucklin. We set sail on the following day 
with a fresh and favourable wind, which in a short time carried 
us out of sight of the coast. Occupied with the thoughts of 
France, which I now quitted for the first time, I kept my eyes 
fixed on the shore, until, confused with the clouds, it entirely 
disappeared. 

I afterwards began to direct my attention to my fellow-tra
vellers. They were twenty-five in number, and most of them 
were bound for St. Domingo, where they hoped to collect the 
wrecks of their fortunes, and regain their plundered habitations. 
Every thing induces me to believe that they have unhappiJy met 
with death in that place where they were going to seek what 
contributes so much to the happiness of life. 

Some travellers fatigue their readers with minute accounts 
of the variations of the barometer and the winds ; but I shaU 
only observe, that these were visible in the appearance and be
haviour of the passengers, who, being young and unaccustomed 
to the sea, elevated their hopes to excess, or depressed them 
with the same facility, according as the changes of the weather 
,vcre either favourable or adverse. 

After a month's sail we arrived at the banks of Newfoundland, 
A2 
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where we experienced a calm for twenty-four hours. I took 
this opportunity to go on board a fishing-vesse], which was 
within cannon-shot of us. A Flemish sailor, whom I met with, 
relate<l to me the manner of turning this fishery to the greatest 
advantage. 

" Those," said he, " wh_o wish to render this fishery lucra
tive, arrive on the banks during the first fortnight of June, 
having on board a numerous crew, and a number of boats pro
pm tioned to the size of their vessels. Each boat carries four 
or five men, among whom the business of the fishery is di
vided. One baits the hook and casts the ]ine into the sea, ano
ther draws it up, a third detaches the cod, while the others 
clean them, cut off their heads, and take out their tongues. 
When the boat is full, which, in plentiful years, happens fre
quently during one day, they bring it to the vessel, where others 
receive the fish, salt it, and store it in the hold, in which situation 
it becomes flattened and partly dried." I myself ,ms a witness 
of thtse operations, which are executed by the fishermen with 
admirable dexterity. 

This fishery, before the war, was the school which furnished 
our best sailors. The laborious life ,,hich they lead, the bad 
uourishment, the intemperance of the weather, and the violence 
of the winds, almost continual in these latitudes, so accustom them 
to hardships and fatigue, that the government have granted par
ticular protection and encouragement to this commerce. 

After the captain had made his observations, we quitted the 
banks of Newfoundland on the 1 ith of September. A favour
able wind was carrying us towards our destination, and we had 
alrendy passed the dangers of .Nantucket, when the formidable 
north-west blasted all our hopes. The stream in which we found 
-ourselves bore us to the east, and after having tacked ~ix "Tiole 
days, we were sixty niiles farther from land than ,vhen the wind 
had changed. At last, in a few days, it changed agaiu, and carried 
us within sight of the coast. We were in hourly expectation of 
the pilots, when a thick fog ~tttldrnly ari~ing, obscured the land, 
which we had contemplated with so much plea~ure. A most 
,,iolent north ,vind now left the captain in doubt what course to 
take; whether to enter without a pilot, or steer back iuto the 
main. The fear ?f the. equinoxial w~nds induced him to adopt 
the former resolut10n, although not without great danger. "'ith 
the plummet in his hand, and by the assistance of an old sailor, 
who had piloted before in these latitudes, he executed his desiou 
with as much success as prudence. b 

At the moment we "ere entering Sandy Hook, the foo· sud
. denly disappeared. Directed by au elevated tower, on the top 
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•
1i "hich fire.;; are lighted every ui'.!,ht for the secnrity of ~:hirs, 

we, without trouble or danger, cic;t :rnf'hor, and were sheltered 
from the wind, ,'vhich blew all night wtth uncommo:1 Yiolt:uce. 

I am ignorant whether the land after a long Y<;y:1:2::._'. appears 
more beautiful than it r<'allv is; but I am ccrtai 1 that the sight uf 
Sandy Hook made me exp~rience ~10nJ and delightful sensations. 
The verdure of the surronndino· hills, the uca(!1css and ele0 ·ance 
of_ the houst·~, the apparent fertility of the earth, t!ic numl~er of 
ships entering and departing; in short, every thin~ pleased .and 
astonished me. I passed · the rest of the d:,y .in cDntcrnplati11~ 
this charming landscape, and in discoursing; witli my fellow-tra
vellers on the new country which we were goi1.~ to \i:--it. 

A lantern affixed to the top of cur i1:ain-rnast, aimoHPccd to 
tl1e pilots that\\'('. were in want of their ~1s,;st..:rn·,·; and the uext 
day, by sun-rise, vve received one on board. The north ,v:1.d, 
which continued to blow, although ,,ith le:-::~ ,·iolcnce, obliged us 
to tack for h,·o hours, and pass from the bay of Sandy Hook to 
that of New York. 'The entry of this bay is so bound by tl:e 
two points of fond \Yhich form it, that a fow pieces of camion 
planted on the shores ,rnuld prevent the approach of ships of 
all descriptions. If the l\1ited States have !1e;::kctcd this pre
caution, it must be attributed to the great security iu which 
they live with respect to frc powers of Europe. 

At ten o'clock we arrived iwf'ore a fi1Je ho~pital, distant nine 
or ten miles from New York. Hu·e the phy-;ician app<''., '.cd t,:, 

inspect the ships, resides. Those in which he finds ,~ll) s;cl~ are 
obliged to perform a quaraati1;e pr;;p(;rtirn:,'d to the ;·'../Lu: c of 
the sid.:ne:,s. i\s we were all in good Lcdth, the donor's ,·:<t 
was not long. He l:Oll~::raiHL1ted us on onr \!ood app1..,;u,rnt:e, 
drank a glass of l\1adeira wine, and returned to liis bot::,(, !1 •,\i11g
gi\·en the captain a certificate of b·:dth for Lim:,df Tid all hi·s 
company. Scarcely hau ,re set s:iil again when ,,,c\ zr:d jour
nalists arrived, anxious to receive the latest news from D :, npJ.. 

\Ye delivered to them all the p:ipcrs we w,:re in p,.1s~c',~;cn c,f; 
and, as an acknowledgment, they received such uf the passenger:; 
on board as were desirous of going on sl:ore. I \ms c':twng th.i:
nnmLcr; for being much wcakenc;d L:: the ~:et·- ;:,::,ncss, I de 
sired to regain· an element on ,rhich I ~ lw1Jd Le able tu rcc1,vcr 
my health and strength. .At leBgth, after a short sail, I arrived 
at the Ian<l of liberty, the only place perhaps in the civilised 
world where people ficely commmirc:,tc their tho_u6lits without 
dread of the laws, which 01:ly restrnin calumny; and \rhere t!!~; 
powerful man is 110 more tlta11 the pbin citizen; ·who more sfrict '. y 
owes an account of his pubiic mi<l !H irnte condm:t to me:, t_r. 
Happy people, if they knovv l1ow to reut~tr themselves wori~J)' of 
this liberty "' ithout abn.siu;; it ! 



6 DU LAc·s TRAVELS. 

:Kew York one of the most ancient cities of North America, 
i11, ,vitl10ut di;pute, the finest both for it-; situation an~ its build. 
ings. lts population ha-; been almost ~ioubk:d witlun these 
twelve yea1 ., and at present amounts !o s1xt~ ~housand_, for t~e 
most part of English, Scotch, and Irish ongm. It 1s to t_h1s 
superiority of situation that this city owes the preference, wluch 
most strangers who \ isit the United States give. it. PJace_d at 
the entrance of t\vv rivers, in which the largest ships cau navigate 
at all seasons of tLe vcar, it has an mvaluable advantage over the 
other American po1:t,;. The number of ships of all burthens, 
with which these rivers are filled, give to a tran·!l:r the m·J,•. en• 
larged ideas of the :icti\lt_:. a~·rl ii·dustry of the mhabit:rnt~. By 
unremitted diligence they have risen from indigence to a degree 
of opulence difficult lo be co11c.:i,Td, l\lo1:~.Y, so scarce after 
the ,rnr carried on for their independence, is at prese11t abun
dant, and the articles of European manufacture are in profusion, 
and at a low price. The houses, formerly built of wood, have 
been replaced by others of stone or brick ; and the apartments, 
without extravagance, are furnished with every thing that is 
agreeable or us,~fol. 

The public builclings announce the wealth of the community, 
and the , hurches, that of the societies to which they belong. 
The streets arc broad and furnished with footways, which are re
gularly lighted at night. The markets are well provided, and 
remarkable both for their rc:a::ulation and neatness. The fish-market 
is particularly so for the qu;lity and diversity ui' the species, both 
of the river and the ocean, \\ hich are sold at a cheap rate. 

The custom-house, the court of justice, the state-prison, and 
the poor-houses, are so 111:.my superb and well prl .~crved build
ings. Tlie guildhall, ,Yhich is small and in a Lad :-ituation, is 
to be rl built on a more magnificent plan in a Letter quarter of 
the to,\ 11. 'l'l:c activity displayed in this country in the erection 
of public buildings is :-o great, that it is thought before the end 
of 1805 this edifice will be entirelv tiui:,1wd. 

New York has t\-:. :) public pni:;;cuadL·s, the one in the centre 
of the city, the other at the pc·:nt of union of the two rivers, 
hoth little freqncntcd. \\' al king d11r-. not seem an amusement to 
this indu',trious people. The merchants seek recreation in the 
country on Sundays. .:\s for the .\mcrican l:1,lic',, they prefer 
walking in the principal street, whose broad and commodious 
fool\\ :,ys are ornamented with h1 autifnl trL'c~, and "here they 
rn.;oy thl' pk:'."'lll(' of Lelwl(L11~ the elegant shops which line it. 

T!it'. p!u:i::·:wle on the :;::_'a-sliurc is called The Ua 1 h'rv, sini::e 
the goyernmcnt, territicd by the rnl·i1:iccs of France, h:~H' been 
obliged to adopt means for its s::'.'~ty. ..At that time they planted 
t!:c,e thi. ty t,\c:it~,·-f,J 1.1!· p-,uudns, which thl'} intend to remove 
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on the conclusion of a treaty of peace. Two cross batteries 
were also constructed on two small islands a litth~ di-t;:lilt, ia 
order to prevent any approach to the city ; so greatly do this 
people dread a government without principles or moderation. 

Most of the merchants or proprietors of vessels have docks, 
in which their ships are defended from the tide and the winds. 
These docks, which are of great advautage to commerce, are 
extremely prejudicial to the health of the city. They are in the 
greatest number on the river towards the east, \Yhich is the 
most mercantile, and at the same time the most unhealthy part 
of New York. 

That epidemic disease so generally kno,..-n by the name of the 
Jellow fever, constantly mauifests itself here; ,d1~ch seems to 
oppose the population of the cities of this continent, and to con
spire against the prosperity of their inhabitants. As soon as the 
first symptoms discover themselves, the cities are almost de
serted, the shops are shut, and the public buildings abaudoned. 
Even the exchange is forsaken, and every individual who p,~s:iesses 
the means of subsistence, employs them to escape the contagiou. 
If ambition and a Ya rice cannot determme the Americans to bra Ye 
th~ yellow fever, it may easily be imagined that sentiments of 
friendship, attachment, or love, ,\·oul<l not be able to detain them: 
the men approach with fear; fathers, and even mothers them
selves, refuse assistance to their children, and forget their af ... 
fection; children abandon their parents ; in a word, the fear 
and horror which this disease :~:·-pires break the most sacred ties 
of society, and cause all ideas of humanity to vanish. The sick are 
left to the care of negroes, who seem privileged from the effects 
of the contagion, and who often dispatch the patient in order to 
get possession of his property; certain to escape punishment 
when the courts are sh1t and the officers flecl. Notwithstanding 
the opinion of .the inhabitants of the United States, 1 am induced 
to attribute it to the dirtiness of some parts of the c; ty, but 
principally to the merchants' docks, or ,, liarfs, in which, till 
lately, no outlet was contrived for the accumulated filth; which, 
acted upon by the inteuse heats of August and September, pro
duces those mephitic effluvia which are so unfavourable to Jife. 
Experience is found to confirm this opinion. The inhabitants 
nearest the river on the east, are always first attacked by tLn 
contagion; while those on the river, to the north, where there. 
are fewer docks, and the strn.·ts wider and better aired, seldom 
feel its dreadt":d effects. The obstinacy of individuals respeding 
the causes of this <lisease, has not prevented the governmtnt from 
taking those nH_asures which prudence required. The cc:1 ,!.ruc
tion of the docks has been altered. New York has afrea,h- c\

perienced the advantages of this wise resolution, which probd,Iy 
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will be adopted in all the maritime cities of the Cnited States., 
that alone are depopulated by this disease. At a time when 
many parts of Europe are in dread of · a disease, the very men
tion of which inspires terror, I think I ought to make known its 
principal symptoms, ~·ml thus afford professional men the means 
of supporting the ·.pirits and dimi1.~~11ing the e\·ils of society. 
Bein[l"attacked rny.r.:df, when on my t·- < .• to New Orleans, 
I lea~ned from rny }'rcnch phy~ician, that :ir, --:ornplaint had all 
the appearance of the yellow feyer, but such as often occurs 
when the blood is .pure and the season favourable. 

It is difficult to discover the reason of its acquiring the name 
yt>llo,v fr ·er*. The most probable conjectures arc derived from 
the exi~·. ::.._·e of an epidemic di!,ease, nearly of the same nature, 
which appeared in the same parts of the new wc•rld during the 
:!Teat heats of the summer of 17 45. At that time the niaritime 
~itie~, although less inhabited and hdtcr aired, alone felt its 
effects. J t left the patients who survived in a state of great de
l, i! i (::, and during the tedious period of their convalescence they 
had :t }ellow look and a languid countenance. 

Every p'.?rsnu attacked by the yellow fe,·er experiences lassi
tude, and a \·rolent pain in the kidneys. ~\ severe headach ac
companies this first symptom, which precedes the fever some 
hours. Soon after th~ mouth becomes parched, and the respiration 
d:i::cult, the tongue thickens, aud becomes, together with the 
,\·hole interior of the mouth, of a black colour, ~imilar to extra
vasatcd blood; to these symptoms delirium succeeds, and the pa
tient is violently agitated, and would destroy himself if not 
prevented. \Vhen spitting of thick and black blood commences, 
inflammation of the eye'-, repletion and rupture of the Yes5'els, 
there remain no longer any hopes of rec:)\ -:ry; the patient sinks 
into a stupor and dies. In two days the disea.:e arrives at its 
crisis; but death does not ensue, in general, until the fourth. At 
the end of this period, if a gentle pvrspiration comes on, and 
the appetite returns, a prompt recowry is certain. 

A great question, at present, among medical men is, whether 
it is contagious or not ? Some pretend that it is certainly 
contagious, and that the least intercourse is sufficient to commu
nicate it; others, on the contrary, say, that it may be contagious, 
but only to those of particular habits, or that an assembla(J'e of 
~ifferent causes co1~joined with the intercourse is required t and 
1f these causes are absent, however great the intercourse, there 
will be nothing to dread. \\'ithout involving myself in a 

* It is certain the patient never assumes a yellow appearance; the eyes 
are only affected as in any other viokut foyer. 

3 
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tlisrn.-,::-ion too far bevond rn...- abilities, I shall relate farts, 
leaving professional m;n to dn;w conclusion..; from them. This 
disorder confines its r:irnges to the sea-coast, and there 1s no 
iustance of its haviu~ bt>cll propao-ated in the couutrv. 

lu the surnmer ~ of l 7~i4, ,vl1ich (leprived Ph~lade1phia of 
nearly m1e-sixth of it_3 populatiou, one house in the couutry, less 
than a mile distant from the citv, was the retreat of twentv-four 
families, Y, ho all cscapnl the· infection. .At ~ t w Yorl~ they 
have never seen it extend LeJ')nd the rin:rs, although great num
bers of sick arc daily crossing them, seeking a purer air. 

I am un:ible to detC'nnine \\'licthcr nn- account of it will be of 
:my utility; but if the di:-.case which ::fllicts some pan" of Eu
rope, be the same which has ravaged for some years the mari
time cities of ,\rnerica, it is au atrocicnis act of cruelty to shut 
against those \\110 are infected the roatl to the country, whither 
they may go without i1tjrny to socidy.-T :-.ay, that to sacrifice 
\\·hole villages, l0 deli•,er up their inhabitants to ckspair, in de
barring them e\·ery means of escaping death, without being cer
tain of their infecting others, is a crime worthy only of those 
barbarous ages from which we belieYe ourselves so far remowd. 
And, lastly, if the.\ mnic:m gon'rnmrut had follmred this plan, 
its finest cities would have been destroyed, and its richest posses
sions ruined. 

The commerce of the Cuitcd StatPs is ccrtainh- considerable. 
Like that of Holland, it has risen from the n{ins of nations 
engaged in ,rar; and co11wque11tly will not, after peace in Eu
rope, display the same acti\·ity. 

~ince the cstablishme11t of their independenc~, the Uuited 
States have, by the ,ri~dom of their ~overunH:'ltt, acquired a de
gree of pro~perity and pmrcr which has already been regarded 
by some European ua tious "ith emy . 

.:\cw York principally furnishes the West Indian colonies with 
provisions. Sugar, cotton, iudigo, coffee, aud, in short, all the 
produce ,rhich they receive in paymeut, is exported in their ships 
to Europe, and exchanged for territoria1 produce or manufactme·s, 
\\hich they either bri11i back to the colonies, or to the -United 
States, for cousumption. Be:-sides this, England and }'ranee 
have, in those years of scarcity with ,rhich they have been af
flicted, found resources from this rising and indnstrious people. 
The exc<'s~ive price of provisions in those dreadful times, hai 
drin·11 many frolll ELirope to America. 

Besides the export-trade, ~ t'W York possesses an extremrly 
valuable branch of ind11stry. Tbe building of ships ,rill for a long 
ii111e be a source of wealth and prosperity. The goc~kes.s of 

~, C l. :\ r·.] B 
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the materials, and tl:e skill of the workmen, render them the 
best in the ,rnrld. 

Without foretelling ih future grandeur, I sliall only o?serve, 
the whole town is in motion : the workshops resound with the 
noise of the workmen; ships co:i.-.t:mtl y arrive from all parts of 
the world: indeed, the opulence of this ri:--:11~ state cannot better 
be described than by comparin~ it with ancient Tyre, \\ l1ich all 
contemporary authors h~h·e represented as the queen of commerce, 
and the sovPreign of the sea'-. 

I should have vil',,rd with greater pleasure the prosperity of 
this beautiful citv, if m,· mind, ,·et lamenting tlie situation of 
France, had not· hn·n ~bliged t~ draw the sad comparison. 
The shattered condition of· our ~bir,,,, witlt "hicli the ~ea was 
formerly covc;-dJ but "hich nre 11u\\' rotting in our ports; tl:c 
misf'ry of our commen:ial cit:e-;, comp:1re<l "ith the opulence 
of this; 1·\ uy thiug, in short, made me ardently rlc·sire peace, 
"·liid1 alone' ,·:m restore ,rc21th and prosperity to Fr:m,:-e. 

In ~~nvYork, <1s in n:t,t otl1er provinces of the CniteJ 
State.,, the la\\'<; nre \H'al~, and are often made the source of 
r;rr:•t abuse. This assert:(m is c011firmed by the '.",:.TC,t uumber 
of bankruptcies \Ybich occur every d:iy ; more from l-11.iH'l'} 

than the c011,1 qucncc of real misfortune. ..:\s c);,1merce in..: 
creases, those Lms will be rendered more eflic.;cious. The 
state of N c"· York has already adopted some u::.t..fnl regulations, 
and the gonTrnnent will stop only at that point "liert'. too great 
::ieH rity would• ippo,-;' the ~ood uf society and its true i:1tneqs. 

In a couutry '.Yh re population consi~ts of people ,rl:o ha,·e 
emi;ratcd from diift·n·nt 11atio11s, rliffen.,nt modes of religion 
nrnst be tolerated; in the L nitcd ~.;tate:s all are equallv nrotected 
by the ixo,·ernmrnt. Each sect li:1s a scparl1te place ~f \.rnrship, 
in whicli its followers ass~mble without dread of mu:L:-U1tio11 . 
. Filh-thrce christi.in sects are reckoned in the l1 nited. States. 
:\ c,·,. 011cs are daily sprin;in6 up, and it is impossible to sa)' 
where t1w numoer will stop. 

~fhe great~r. part of the inliahitants of X e,Y York profess the 
reformed n.'lig.011. ~\ 'Fn:nchman cannot, without li;i\ in~ hccn 
a witiles:-, form an idea of the decorum which rci~us {n their 
churd1es. To talk nr la11;:h in them wonld be a w::nt of rt'~PL'Ct, 
which) if it prndnced the ka.,t disturba11ct1, becomes puu; ... b hie. 
;\111011; all the Sl'~'.ts (the Je,n excepted) S1md:1y is p;,rtintlarl_, 
devoted to the of;icu, of rdi~ion. On tfiat d:n all businc:-s i~ 
suspended,. a11CI ali public m11~scments forbidde1i". EH0 r:, persm1 
only goes from home to the lh•11se of prayer> three times a d,,y, 
e>.ccpt the Roman catholics, who have unlv t" o :-vn :cr-s. The 
1,I('lliodi::;t:--J Vni\·(Tsalists, :.md ,_,thers, bei11~; fcwrr h:0 1T thm'l at 
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Philadelphi~, I shall defer an acqµu11t of them until my visit 
to tl1at city. ~ ol\, ithstanding th:i wonderful di\'cr~:ity, it has 
11ever produced either trouole ur discontent in tlw state. 

If there is any tlii116 snrprisiug in the great number of reli
gions, the difference of our customs aud those of this place will 
11ot Le less so. Among us, ~iris are separate<l fron1 boys from 
their infancy, and kept un<lcr tlie inspection of their mothers or 
governesses. Here the t\\'o f:exes pass their youth without any 
distinction, attend the same schools, and receive the same in
structions. When they have completed their education, which 
generally happens about their twelfth or thirteenth year, they arc 
not more restrained. Their school-fellows and acquaintances 
arc permitted to visit them ; aud when love succeeds to friend
ship, far from concealing their sentiments, they declare them with 
a fnmkness which characteribes an ungoverned and unrestrained 
inclination. Those ladies most distinguished by their fortunes 
or the rank of their parents, walk alone with their lovers, 
,

11.rithout deriving any thing from such conduct injurious to their 
reputation. 

The education of youth is simple, and ill calculated to render 
them learned; no efforts of genius, which have so much distin
guished the inhabitants of the mother country, have yet appeared 
in the Cnited States. Their studies are confined to reading, 
writing, and arithmetic : some are instructed in the rudiments of 
Greek and Latin, but so superficially that there is seldom any 
one found who retains the least remembrance of them. The 
people are commercial, and all their thoughts are directed to 
the aci1uirement of \\'calth, \\ hich almost al way stifles the love of 
polite Jiteraturc and the abstract sciences. The accomplish
ments of music, dancing, and painting, were unknown until 
some time ago they "·ere introduced by the French. 

ClL\P. 11. 

l';EWARK.--F~VIRONS Ol' NEWARK.-FALLS OF THE PAIS• 

SAIC.-EXCUB.S10~ TO ~EW JERSEY.-ELIZABETH

TOW~ .-CHEO LE\\'<) :\1 EN .-~RUNSWICK ,-TH ENTO N .

:\ R ll! \' A L ic T I' H I LA D E L P 111 A, 

I,. 

.i._lFTEH a residence of some weeks I quitted Xew York, 
"' 1wl'v S) mptomti of the yellow fever appeared. The season., al
tiH,[t'.d1 for adrnnccd, continued exn·ssi,ely hot. The kuow
lcd~~c which l had acquired of the treatment of the .Americans, 
ev,·n to 1wrso11~ who are the dearest to them; tbe fear of the 
.Jwspital, to which strangers arc sent ,rithout distinction; the 

n~ 



DU LA c\ TRAVELS. 

dreadful character of the diiseasc; _en·ry ~l1ing iuduced me to 
~,·( k somr place where L might, 1f po""i!Jk! escape the con
tagion. Xewark, in Jersey? \\as t!1e r:,:t I fixe<l up?n. This 
little town, or rather large village, 1s tl1e n1<1~t Leaut1ful I hare 
t\·t·r seen. The houses, although of "ood, are elegantly con
!--trnctetl, and all the inhabitants ~(·e111 to enjoy tlie comforts of 
life. 

The number of inhauitants at ~ e,rnrk is about two thousand, 
almost all Pn·"h)tt·ri:rn", There is also a meeting of Anabaptists; 
b11t l seldom ever saw t,rrnty-ti.n: people assembled. The Pres
b\'tcrian church rivals all others at New York, by its size and 
tl;e elc·!,!mwe of its steeple. The Episcopalian church, which is 
much sr11allcr, is ('arefully kept in repair. 

Situated on a pleasal-lt decli\ity uf a hill, \, l1ich commands a 
vast plain, :\ ewark, celebrated for the '-alubrity of its air and the 
hospitality of its inhabitants, attracts a ~reat number of strangers, 
especiaily when people are obliged to tly from the city. There 
is scarcely a house which does not coutain some. This inter~ 
course occasioned entertainments, at some of which I assisted, 
less from the lm·e of pleasure than from the de,ire of judging of 
the character of the .Americans. At the ti1 :-t sound of an in .. 
strument, that indolence and apathy, which -s2u11 to characterise 
both sexes, are seeu no more. The mo<st '-prig-btiy country 
dances are preferred. In these moments they appear to the most 
ml vantage. .X aturally beautiful and fair, tlie Americans are 
destitute of that vivacity and expression of countenance \\'ithout 
which beauty is but a body without a soul. Passing an uniform 
life, they are only lively when excited by pleasure, or any violent 
emotion; and then they are, as it were, unlike themselves. With
out ~lonbt, they are far from possessing the grace an<l elegant 
mot10ns o!· the French ladies; but they display, in their attitudes 
and behaviour, an appearance which gi, cs ri:-c to sentiments which 
can.not be ~uppressed. The girls go to entertainments without 
their mothers, who are seldom prr:-cnt, and who remain at home 
occupi~d with their otlier t:hildrcn, or in their household affairs. 
. Durmg my .... tay ~it :\ C\\ ark, l ,·iewed it~ ern·irons, and par~ 

~1cuh~rly tl:c uanks of the river Pai~-.:iic, 011 which the village 
h hmlt. TJ1e ('ot:ntry is carefully cultivated; and although the 
1:~n~ls ar.e of a sa11_d_v ai;d infrrior quality, they are sold at a very 
l:1~::l: pri;:e. Desirous of not 11·a,·i1r~ am· thin(l" worth\' of atten
te11t1on t~nobservcd, l \i:,ikd the fall: or'tlw ri,~·r Pai~~aic, which 
arc cons1derrd the g1T:1tc~ 1 c1: iu~ itv of the prn, iucc. The vil-
h 0 ·c of P tt · I · I · · · 'l :.,... , · a erson, " 11c 1 1s on !ls border.·:, i~ ~t·ffllkl'll m1 es 
cii:-,t:rnt .from \e\rnrk. The ro~1d is ritil· of the most beautiful in 
lhe L mted States; the muuber of cuuutry ~cat~, and the cultuni 
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of the hill on the opposite Lank, contributes 111ucl1 to its embel
bhment. i1 any villages through which I p:ts~;cd po~~e~~t>d no
tliillg particularly ,Yorthy of remark : the Lou:,;c:,; are "ell built, 
and the land in g('llcral well cnlti\ated ; the articit·s of con:;ump
tion are recei\'ed from X cw York in exchange for timber rnd 
tire-wood. 

Having an ived ,:t Pattcrc;o11. which probably owes its existence 
to the number of Yisitors \rhich the foils attract, r, ,\'ith some 
others led DY the same curio~:tY as mYst:if, took a survey of them. 
They are se.veuty feet iu hci~ht, mui" duri11g tl11~ s111nrn~r months 
present a grand and majestic appearance. 'Pint' an' i11 the tom, 
a cotton manufactory, built at a great ('~p1 lice, hut <lt':-crted for 
want of sufficient funds; a handsome paper-mill, and an aca
demy. 

On our return to the inn, the landlord presented to 11s a book, 
in \Yhich it is customary for strangc1·s to ,nitc their names, 
and in the fa:--t page l perceived those of \\" ashington a11d 
his lady. .'.\Iany pcr~nn,, have mlded some remarks, conformable 
to the impression which this picturesque place has made upon 
them. 

A few days subsequent to m:-, journey to Patterson, l w:1s in
,·itcd to make an excursion to tile interior of J t.-rscL l was told 
that the family I was going to ,·i~it inhabited the ·richest di~trict 
of that province; and that the adj:1ccut country merited the at
tention of d curious obserYer. \\'c set out on the second of 
1\ ovember, and passed throu~h the beautiful town of Spring-
1ie1d, the priucipal pbce in the county of Essex. The little 
spring, from which it d,0 rin~s its uame, supplies all the year pure 
mid fertilising wakr The meadows through which it passes 
furnishes hay of the best quality in almndancc. Turkey and Bed
minster, the former distant five and the latter six mi!cs from 
Springfield, present nothing remarkable. The lands on each 
side of the road, to a great distance, are cultivated with care; 
and the numerous well-built habitations prove the opulence and 
ind11...try of their cultivators. The principal commerce of these 
little countries consists in salted pro,·isicms, \1\'hich, being sent to 
the markets at Trenton, Brm1s,vick, or Kew York, are exported 
to tlte \Vest Indies. The road from Turkey to Bedminster, the 
tlis1:l!lce of four miles, presents the most charmiug prospect ima• 
ginable. ~..:;tn::tcd on an agreeable declivity, it commands an 
immense ('ountry smTotmded with \l\'ood, and in ncry respect 
similar to the rn1111ty of Es.-;cx in England, whose heights pre
sent a ri1'\\' of snc11 different counties. :\linebrook, where \Ye 
remain<'d, is a village clel!antly built. Its situation is picturesque. 
and the ((iality of the circumjacent lauds i~ superior to any thnt 
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I hall liitlierto ,et 11. ] t is culti,·atul L,·. negroeH) ,rho are treated 
with l.ill{lness and huma11ity. 

~Hter havi:i~ pai,,:;l'd some days iu , i:iting this beautiful coun
t,·:, L returned to Newark. The north-,rest winds, which are 
i:i tlic:;c countries extremely cold, had arrested the progres:s of 
tlie y, llow fever. The merdiauts returned to t'.u ir business, 
.1Hd tlw worknH ll to tl1t:ir lauours; I propw.,cJ) therefore, to con
tinue 111', travels. 

U,, ,fie seventh of Xovemhcr I set ont for Elizabethtown, a 
h~autjfol little place, '.-irn·~1 tcu1 miles dis taut from.\' e,rnrk. lt has, 
si11ce the troubles iu the Wc.'>t ln:!ic::, aff0rdcd a retreat to many 
inhuh:t::111ts of St. Domi;i:.!.·o a11d Gnadaloupe, who came to seek 
au ;i,~ him in thi:; part of tl1c coutiucnt. The apparent tranquillity 
of tlic'-e islands has i11d11cf'd manv f•f tliem to return to their 
fclrr,1cr h:il;itatirrn~; but the more ·prudent part, or those who 
have other resourc<',, lnYc deferred their departure to more 
11appy tin1t~s. Eliz:dJcthtJ,rn, situatecl ou a small river "·hich 
fkn, s into tlie bay of ~ C\r York, is the most agreeable part of 
Je: S''."- l ts population is not greatc.:r tha11 that of ~ ewark ~ and 
its inhabitants almost all profess the reformed and Presby
terian religions. Each sect lrns a church, well built, aud care
fuH\· kept in repair. 

1 had an opportunity, during my stay at Elizabethtown, of 
being present at some French parties, where I was enabled to 
jnd~c of the characll'r and disposition of tlie Creole women. 
ldl.:ncss, supineness, and levity, seem to constitute the basis of 
their ple~~ures. The slowness of their speaking-, their embar
rassed countenauces, their love of ease, and their repeated yawn
illg-,, may appear amiable in the sight of tlw~·e men "·ho have 
lJeen accustomed to such graces from their infancy~ but a French
mau must endure much in such company before he can derive 
any pleasure. 

:..;,)t'ritlist:rndin~ the pre~',in~ invitations tLut I received from 
in:: fr:,·uds, •,rith ~~ l,t::n ·1 liad ~1ie11t some agreeable days at :J1-
.:abc_·tht0\y:1, l set out for BrmmYick on the 11 th of ::\" ovembcr. 
I had for my companion an old soldier, who had fought agaiust 
the independence of the [ 11ited States, under the command of 
Loni Cornwallis, and had remained there since the peace. !le 
;•dw,.,cd me t,Yo thickets on the road, where the two armies had 
l,,_•::;1 cnc1mpl'd for 1,iany days, and at some little distance a plain 
\·. here thcv had bad more li!oo::Y work. To my reoTet he left n,e 

~ • . I • • 1·" " ...., • ... ~ 
~1t : )l!'.,:~.c, O\', 11, seYcn nnlc-; u:stant. trom Elizabeth town. This 
pbcc is cnly rcn1:nkd;lt· frcm ihc number of its bridges; it i:, 
almost t•utirely surromHk·d by tlie riYer Hosway, which has an 
opcn:n::; iuto the b:1:,- of SauJy Hook. The road from Bridge~ 
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town to TI:·ans,Yick is less p1e;,s::nt, and in worse rep:1ir. The 
country is poor and badly cultivated; and the 1mmerous forests 
of pine-trees discover the barrenness of the land. 

Brunswick, at which I arrived in fiye homs, is situated on a 
hill, the foot of \Yhich is watered bv the rivel' Hanti11, over 
which a handsome \Yoodcn bridge has· been constructed. It is 
111·cc·,:i:1ry to observe, that almost all the bridges have been built 
hy companies, which, for a certain term of years, rcc('irc a toll 
appointed by the government to reimbm~c thc111 1 and to sup
port the repairs which are requisite. . \t the expiration of thi-, 
term! the tolls are 1 educed so as to be sufticient .only for their 
rcp::1r. 

'i lie population of Brunswick amounts to about three thou
sand. The greater part are Presbyt~rians; and lakly the .Me
thodists have erected a chmch. The commerce of ~~rain aud salt 
prO\ i~iu1H is so extensive, that the merchants seud these articles 
to ~ ew York, from whence they recci\"e in return every thiu!l: 
necessary for the consumption of tlie lh;i:..'.hl)Ouring countries. .1\ 
great quantity of furniture, for tll:..' use of tlic \rest India i::!aud,:~ i:i 
ma11ufactured here. The mun 1)er of_ strangers constantly passing
and re passing from Phi lade! p}1i:.1 to X ew York is another source 
of its prosperity. The principd street is full of inns; and yet 
there are often so mally visitors, that they can scarcely find 
lodgings. 

After having remained here twenty-four hours, I proceedP(l 
towards Trenton, which is distant thirty miles. 'fhe road was 
a<, bad as that which 1 had passed during the two preccrlin:;; d:1ys. 
The fir!5t place, twelve miles distant from llrnns,Yick, is Kings
town: it scarcely merits the name of a village. Priucctnu, six 
miles farther, is more considerable: it contains a court oi 
justice, and a college*, which has obtained somP- celebrity. Titt·n: 
is only one street, which is not paved. The lands are good, \r,·U 
cultivated, and sell at a high price. ThC' number of inhabit:mt:-:. 
amounts to about eight hundred, most of whom arc Pa·c.J>\-
terians. · 

Trenton, the capit:.li of .1 cr:::t:'y, is built at a !ittlc dist:rnce 
from the Delaware, and is only celehr:1tecl lJy its public build
in!!;'i, [t contains four thousaud inhabitants, who nre c!1idh 
Presbyterians and Roman catholics ; there are also Qnakers, ,\J {·'
thodists: .Anabaptists, nnrl L nivcr::-alists: tlie streets arr broad and 
well paved, the churches are well constructed, and the public 
markets well regulated. In 1789, in co1ir:-;equence of somt: dis-

"'" It was burnt a few days after 11iv departure; but in th~ fu!Jl,,.., :ll.; fUI:U

merit" a~ rebuilt ou a u1CJre o t,;run: plan. 
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hall, iu \\Lich ,,:ere held their meetings: it is a perfect square of 
forty-fi\·e feet; the offices adjoining are well distributed, and the 
surrou11ding gardens 1arge and in good order. The academy is 
t:qually \\·ell constructed; and the JOuth receive as good an edu
catio11 as it is possible in a country not yet supplied ,rith very 
~kilful and le:::irned men. 

Trenton rt'(C:Yes every thinp; required from Philadelphia in 
exchange for salt provision:-, and articles of manufacture. There 
is a manufactory of nails, wliid1 ('n;ploys a grvat number of 
workmen. I visited most of them, nttrn,iul bv the treasurer <if 

state, to "liom I had brought a ldtcr of ii°1trodnction. -'\l
thou:1:li lie was chief of a nlace which in t;,c l~iiii.c-d States is 
reputed to Le J acobin:cal, l found 1nm ~n a.::.n c:iLle and learned 
man. "'\ t a future tin~e I shall speak of the difference of politi< al 
opinions, \\ hich ought to be kss iu tLs than iii auy otl1er country. 
But wherever there are men there ,rill be divisions, which at 
firc:t form parties, and after,rnrds rnh\crt tl,c :-trong-est empires. 

The road from Trenton to Philadelphia, like that from ~ ew 
York, is bad. J t would be a matter of astonishme11t that tl1c 
communication betweep the t\vo principal cities in the l 'uitcd 
States ,ms not better attended to, if it were not known that mer
cantile countries always HC'glect whatever is of no ackmtage to 
commeffe. The mcrchandi8c passes by sea from Philadelphia to 
~ ew York ; besides, as the road a I most entire! y cro ,:,;es J er:·\')', 
"hich derives fe"· mhm1tages frpm it, that state will not expend 
c110rmous sums to enrich its 11<.:igU,om,. Between Trenton and 
Hristol, ,,foch are distant twelve miles, there are Ycrv few farms. 
'The lands are culti'.ated and sown \\ith \\i!t':1t. rye,' mul maize, 
which arc the chief productions of Jersey. Bristol is a little 
town, pleas~mtly situated on the r_ight bank of the ri\·er Delaware. 
Burlington, "liich i:-. built on the opp.ositc ~ c::nries. .on the 
greatest commerce in Jersey. The vessels of 150 tons, which 
1:·o up lmded \\ ith necessaries for the country, },rin~ back in ex
d1au~e all sorts of provisions. From llristol to Philadelphia, 
l'ra11kfort rilone merits attention. It contains eleven hundred 
inhabitants of Yarions religions; the Presbyteriaus, however, are 
the m0.,t numerous. From thence to Phila<lelphia ·the countn is-
11rither more i11habited nor better culti\'ated, and nothing ~1!1-

110unces the approach to the finest city of the Cllited State", and 
probably of the new continent. 

The Dehnnue is the boundary of the states of J erseY and 
Penn~ylrnnia. It is not more than fifty or sixty fathoms Le!o,\· 
T_re11ton, hut "in the 1:cigl1b_ourho~)d. of Philadelphia it is of ~.i. 

width equal to the largest rivers m France. I have seen it co
H:rcd with vejsals of all i',izes; and e,·en sliips of w~r can na\'i~ak 
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jt ·~tall seasot~s ~xcept the winter, when they are in danger of 
bemg broken m pieces by the ice. At some distance from the city, 
l observed a dock-yard, in which there were more than twel;e 
ships bui.lding: among others there \\"as a beautiful frigate fitting 
up, and mtended tu be sent by the ~overnment to the .Medi
ten:auean, where the U11ited States maintain a fleet to preserve 
their commerce from the piracy of the Barbary powers. 

CHAP. Ill. 

FUN ER EA L RITES,-DESC Rl PT ION OF PIIILA DELPHI A.

PU RLIC BUl LOI :"iGS. -BANKS. -LIBRARY,-THEATRE. 
-HOSPITAL.--POO R•HOU SES. 

THE <lay after my arrival at Philadelphia, I went to view 
the interior of the city. I had scarcely crossed the street, when 
1 saw a body carrying to the grave. More than three hundred 
persons, decently dressed, followed it in silence. 1'he coffin 
was made of mahogany, without any exterior decorc:ttions. The 
procession stopped at a large burial-ground belonging to the 
Quakers, surrounded with walls twelve feet in height, and 
planted with rows of the weeping willovr and the cypress. The 
whole ceremony consisted in depositing the body iu a grave five 
feet deep; after which, each returned in silence, without any 
perceptible lameutation or regret. This species of philosophy 
accords with the religious principles of the Quakers, of whom 
I shall !:ipeak hereafter. For the present, I shall content my
self in giving some account of the respect paid by the different 
religious sects in the U nitcd States to their dead. 

Each sect possesses a piece of ground, destined for the in
terment of its followers. 'These grounds are surrounded with 
walls or pales, to prevent the entrance of any animal. On the 
death of a member, the relations assemble, aud invite to the 
funeral all those with. whom the deceased has had any acquaint
ance. Thoie who follow the coffin are generally dressed in 
black, and show a respectful sorrow, according as they have 
been interested with the. defunct or his family. \Vhen the body 
has arrived at the place of interment, the minister makes a short 
discourse, in which he enumerates the qualities and virtues of 
the deceased. He reminds them of the shortness of human life, 
and exhorts them to live well; after which, he throws some 
mould into the grave. Every person present follows his ex
ample, the. relations first, then the friends, and the grave diggers 
complete this mournful ceremony. When the grave is filled, they 
place over it a marble slab, on which is engraven in large letters 
the name of the deceased, the day of his birth, and also of hi? 
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death. They often add some sentet1ces, which relate to his 
public or domestic virtues. Those whose, fortunes will permit, 
have them erected at a great ex pence. 'I he custom of mourn
ing is strictly observed by all the sects except the Quak~rs. 
Among some societies, the father and mother put on mournmg 
even for their infants. 

As the burial of the dead among all civilized nations has been 
accounted one of the first duties of society, a duty so little re
spected during the revolutionary times of France, l thought it 
necessary to treat of it in a separate chap!er. Wh~n it w~s 
·written, France had no longer to deplore the imperfection of this 
part of her laws. But I think that the example of a people 
like the Americans, ought to add still more to our ceremonies. 

Philadelphia in every respect merits the title of the first city of 
·the United States. It is built on the right bank of the river De
laware, from whence, accordivg to the plan of its founder, it ought 
to extend to the SchuylkilJ, which is more lhan two miles distant; 
but the great advantages from the proximity of a navigable river have 
induced the people to build it iu another direction. Consequently, 
in~tead of forming a perfect square of two miles, it extends three 
miles on the Delaware, while it is not built more than three quar
ters of a miJe on the side of the Schuylkill. Thus the reservoir, 
·which according to Mr. Penn's plan ought to have been placed 
in the centre of the city, to supply every part with water, is at a 
great distance from the western extremity. The building which 
incloses it is of a fine architecture, and agreeably terminates a 
street, opposite to which it is constructed. This street, which is 
fifty feet wide, exclusive of the foot-ways, which are ten on each 
side, is one of the finest in the world. The markets are 120 fa. 
-~homs in length, elegantly built, and superior to any I have ever 
seen in Europe. They are furnished daily with every. delicacy 
which can be desired; and it is difficult to imagine what order 
a_nd pro~riety prevail. I sh_ould not. insist so much on this par
-ticular, if I were not conscious of its great importance to the 
health of a populous city. 

The street ,\·hich divides the eastern part of the city from the 
western, has occasioued the two parts to be called the Northern 
and Southern quarters. All the streets that cross it in the direc
tion of the Delaware, are the first, second, third, &c. on the North 
or South. !hey are all parallel, regularly constructed, and or
namented with goo? foot-ways. The houses are of brick, and. ge
·~rally adorned with an elegant white stone, which the Ame
'r1cans call marble; but its grain is too coarse to merit that 
name. 
, . Philadelp~i-~ contains abou~ seventy thousand persons- of all 
sects·ac.d ·rehi1ous; aud there Ii no 1uode of worship in Europe 
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wh~ch is not practised here. The numbers of the churc~es con-; 
tributes much to the embellishment of the city; but the largest of 
them will not contain above eleven or twelve hundred persons. · 

The ancient palace of the president, that of the congress, the 
banks of PP.Jmsylvania and of the United States; the hospital, the 
poor-houses, the library, the theatre, and the mus~m, merit 
the attention of a traveller. 

The buildings which formerly belonged to the president of the 
Congress have been sold cheap, and converted in~~ an acad~my, 
The public library has, in front, a statue of Dr. Franklin, to whom 
it seems particularly dedicated. No one is ignorant how much 
physical science is indebted to him; and America will never forge1, 
the part he took for her independence. It contains from 30,000 
to 32,000 volumes, selected with judgment and preser·ved wit~ 
care; it is supported and augmented by an annual subscription, 
and every subscriber is permitted to have any book he wishes at 
l1is own house. The b:.mk of Pennsylvania, the first institution. 
of the kind in this quarter of the ·world, would be a superb edi
fice if it was less in decay, and if the columns which form the pe
ristyle were less awkwardly constructed. That which has been 
lately erected at Philadelphia, may be considered the finest piece 
of architecture in the United States, although in my opinion it 
partakes of the faults of the other. lt is entirely built of the 
stone above-mentioned; the blocks which form the columns and 
st'ilii·s are of an admirable size and beauty. These banks, how
ever, are more 1emarkahle for the credit they enjoy than for their 
elegance of the buildings; their notes are received in preference 
to money throughout the whole extent of the United States. 

The arsenal, begun under the direction of Mr. Adams, has 
been entirely abandoned by his successor on account of the war 
with which this country was threatened by France. However 
pacific a state may be, it ought alwaJS to remain on its guard: no 
one is secure from the ambitious activity of a turbulent neighbour, 
or from the subversive spirit of those men who are born for the 
ruin of their country. The arsenal, situated at a little distance 
from the city, presents a great and well-constructed plan; the ar
chitecture is good, and in contempiating the part that is complete 
it is to be regretted that this superb edifice remains unfimshed~ 
The theatre is large, well-buiJt, and beautifully decorated in the 
interior. The pieces which are performed are English; America 
irns never produced any thing of the kind. Some of the performers 
have come from London, but they possess a phlegmatic charac
ter, from which they never depart. The Americans prefer tra• 
gedy to comedy; and seem to take no delight in any thing comic 
th;it is not seasoned with gross buffoonery and vulgar wit. Or-: 
~er ~nd decency are strangers to the intel'ior of the theatre. The 

C ~ 



20 nu L A c I s T n ,\ Y r t. ', • 

ear is assailed with a clamorour; din, and the nose vrith the smdl 
of tobacco. The meu wear tlwir hats dmi11g the performance, 
and are rarely found polite enough to give up their seats to the 
ladies. 

The hospital is a superb building, where both sexes a~e. at
tended by nurses, and visited by the most celebrated physicians 
in Pen11svlva11ia. The beds are placed in different rooms de
signed for. different diseases: they are well ventilated, and only 
warmed sufficient to prevent the cold being disagreeabl~ to the 
patients. The apartments destined for advice and operat10ns, are 
the most beautiful. and the library is supplied with every book 
which may be required. .After haYing visited the various apart
ments, I was conducted to the galleries, in which the insane are 
confined. They are placed in small chambers, and only deprived 
of their ]iherty when it is injnriom; to society. These chambers 
are eighty in number, and by the assistance of tubes are kept 
of an equal temperature. Their footl is goo<l, and they are 
supplied with any thing they stand in need of. Being astonished 
at their numbers, I enquired of the physician to what this dis~ 
proportion of inr,ane persons could Le ascribed. He answered, 
without hesitation, that more than half owed the lo~s of their 
reason to ebriety ! of the other half, one third to Joye or jea .. 
lousy; another, to religous fanaticism; autl the last, to a variety 
of maladies. 
· The revenues of the hospital are augmented hy individual cha .. 
rities and the imprm·ements of the lands belonging to it. They 
are Jet to respectable tenants by the state of Pennyl~vania. The 
physicians and surgeons exercise their professions gratuitously 
during 011e, and sometimes two Jears. The isame humanitv 
which wa'ttbes over the sick, is shewn to those whom accident;, 
misfortune, or old agP. have depri\·ed of t11e means of s11pportin()" 
themselYes. They arc removed to the poor-houses, "here the; 
are occupied in the most t·a~y employments, decently clothe~{ 
and mairnained .. There is a room set apart for the old, the lame, 
the blind, a11d all those who are affiicted with all\' disease" hich 
lJy slow degrees <'<>nduets them to the grave. · Tlie men are 
separ.ated from the "omen. The men are employed in 
nntmsting old cables, washing, and cleaning the tar from them, 
that th<'Y may be made u~e of ap;ain: the women card or 
spin cotton ~ud wool. Tailors, ~hoemakers, and others who are 
t~nable t_o ~ain their living in the world, follow here their respec
tive busmC>~st·~, when their ht'alth permits. 

The rC>vcnues of the houses, like those of the hospital, are 
managed uy rt·spectable inhabitauts, who arc appointed l'\Try year 
b, the !:-late of P{·rn1vlrnnia. · 
- f !ii}adc!pliia is o{ all the cities in the United States oue i,.\, 
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wl1icb the ye11ow fever has made the greatest ravages. In 1793 
it broke out and affected more than three hundred persons, the 
greater part of whom ,,ere destroyed by it. lt again appeared 
in 1798 anrl 1799, but accompanied with bss terrible symptom". 
Although the government have adopted e,·ery possible means to 
prevent intercourse with countries infected by it, it again appeared 
in 180'.2, attended by the same fatal consequences. 

CHAP. IV. 

QUAK ERS, :\f ETHODISTS, A~ A BAPTISTS, '\I ORA '\'l AN BRETH

R E('-\\'I U,llNGTO;'l" .-VIS IT TO A ;\l AN I ~SANE Tll ROUGH 

LOVE.-B.-\ Y OF CHESAPEAK.-lL\LTI MOH E.-FEDERA L 

CITY.--..C EORGE-TOW N.-CO:\GRESS.-.\lOUNT \'ERNON, 

BETH LEH E:\1. 

AS I ha,;e before observed, every mode of ,rnrship in Europe 
is exercised at Philadelphia. It would be contrary to my plan 
to speak of each in particular. Every one is acquainted with 
the principles of the Protest~11ts, Lutherans, Presb_ytenans, and 
others, all the off'.-,pring of one common mother, whose separation 
has caused much bloodshed and sorrow. I shall confine my~elf 
io the Quakers, Methodists, Anabaptists, and _jj oravian brethren. 

The Quakers are more numerous in Pennsvlvania, of which 
they were the original inhabitants. .Mr. Pen~1, who has gi,-en 
his name to this province, was a zealous partizan of this sect, to 
which he granted particular privileges. The ridicule which has 
been constantly attached to thPm can only exist with those, who, 
observing the exterior, despise e\'erv thing which disagrees with 
received customs. · 

The Quakers have no churches; they a~semble in a building 
called a .Meeting, in which there are 110 ornaments, and no places 
appointed for particular individuals; the women only are sepa
rated from the men. The men wear their hats, sit down, and 
remain in meditation, until one of the society, feeling himself in
spired, begins to discourse on some part of christian morality .. Men, 
women, and children, are permitted to communicate their sen
timents, and arc attended to without disapprobation. Like the 
other sects, they have adopted Sunday for their meetings. They 
are always plainly clothed, and wear covered buttons, but never 
follow the fashion, except for some real advantage. Their hats 
are lar!!e, and onlv taken off when troublesome. The women 
generally wear dark colours; during winter they cover themselves 
with a grry or black cloak, which reaches to their feet. The 
Quakers are supposed to excel the other sects in industry a11d 
\'\iealth ; they ~11pport their own poor; have private hospitals fot· 
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their sick; and their children are better educated in their college~ 
than in the public academies. 

They neither pay taxes nor bear arms. But as every law may 
be evaded, so they found an expedient during the war for their 
independence, to unite their religious principles with the duties 
of society. ,rhen a collector of taxe~ enters a Quaker's house, 
11e finds upon a table a bag of money, from which he takes the 
i-um required, and departs without leaving any receipt. No one iH 
permitted, uuder pain of excommunication, to :.:~sist at any public 
spectacle, frequent taverns, or plead. All their disputes are 
settled by their brethren, before whom the causes of complaint 
or accusation are laid. Their niarriage is as simple as their other 
ceremonies. It consists in a simple declaration of their mutual 
mtcntion to live together as man and wife, without being fettered 
by :my vows or oaths. Their marriages are mostly the effect of 
1·eciprocal inclination, and the records of their society are said to 
furnish no instance of a divorce. 'This society bestows many 
considerable charities, and sends out a number of missionaries 
to civilize the Indians of the continent. 

The .Methodists are as tumultuOtAS as the Quakers are silent; 
they take in a literal sense the words of scripture, " The kingdom 
of heaven must be gained by force ; cry unto heaven, &c." Their 
prayers are noisy, and their .singing, although agreeable, is re
markable for repeated ejaculations. Their ministers use most 
outrageous violence of gesticulation. They practise the most 
furious contortions, and walk up and down a sort of gallery ,Yhich 
tlir'y mount instead of a pulpit, in a slate of delirium. When the 
preaching is ended, the most zealous of the fraternity utter with 
a loud voice some of their imaginary inspirations, and the congre
gation hear witness to the celestial oracles. But the impression 
is gradual. 1"rom gentle expirations, they proceed to sighs, sighs 
are succeeded by sobs, sobs by loud. lamentations, when each 
abanrlons himself to every species of extravagance which delirium 
can suggest. 

I cannot forbc3r descrihing one of their ceremonies, which 
will enable us to judge of the elevation to which the human mind 
nwy be raised by religious euthusiasm. 'I'his ceremony, which 
takes place. every three mouths, is appointed to receive into their 
society all tlw;:,e who are convinced of the superiority of Me
tlindi~m over that "hich they formerly professed. Twelve 
•.rnnwn, and as rna11_y boys, beiug presented for admission, all the 
~neml.iers began to entreat the Holy Spirit to illumine them. 
home cry out, and agitate themschcs iu the most dreadful man .. 
lH c; others, irna~iniug tl11'n1~c·lvcs in the presence of the Holy 
Spirit, tt:sti(v their gratitude by immoderate fits of laughter. 
The new converts soon par::d.;e of their delirium, and give them-
1wl1,ec: up to eYcry e:xtra·.;:~':1nce. I could not prevail on myself 
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to remam to the end of the ceremony, vd1ich does not finish until 
five o'clock in the morning. 

The Auabaptii;ts are distinguished by their belief that baptism 
must be, similar to that of St. John, an immersion in running 
water; and that it cannot be received with advantage until they 
have arrived at the age of discretion. They are dipperl naked 
three times in the water by the minister, who repeats some 
prayers suitable to the occasion. Their other worship possesses 
uothing in it extraordinary. 'The Anabaptists are less numerous 
than the Methodists. They are ~ubdivided into many other 
se<:ts, which only differ on some particular points. 

The Moravian brethren believe in a communion vvith spirits; 
but in a subsequent chapter I i;hall mention a work, in which will 
be found an account of this truly curious aud interesting sect. 

After a long stay at Philadelphia, I proceeded to the interior 
of the United States. The Federal Town at which the Congress 
,,·as assembled, attracted particularly my attention. Being u:'
sirous of visiting it, I emuarked in a packet-boat, which descends 
the Delaware as far Newcastle, 40 miles below Philadelphia. 
The ,yeather was cold; but being very clear, I was enabled to con
template the whole day the banks of the river. The prospect on 
the right was beautiful; the lands were well cultivated and ado111ed 
to a great distance ,11,,ith country seats ; on the left, which forms 
part of Jersey, it presents ouly a sandy soil, barren, and unculti
vated. Having amved opposite to \Vilmington, the wind and 
tide being contrary, the captain thought proper to cast anchor, 
and defer our departure to the next day. 1 therefore went to 
view this little town, which carries on an extensive comm(_;rce in 
grain. It is celebrated for possessing the best mills in the United 
States. At a little distaucc from this place, the famous battle 
was fought, which occasioned the capture of Philadelphia by the 
royalist army. 

Its population is about two thousand five hundred ; the halt of 
whom are Qnakers. There are at Wilmington, a court of justice, 
an ho~pital and poor-house. The next day, at ten o'clock, I re
turned to the packet-boat, and desr.ended with the tide, as farasN ew
castle, when I took the stage, and reached Charlestown, in tl1e bay 
of Chesapeak, where there is a packet-boat, which sets out an hour 
after the arrival of the stage. The village of Newcastle is pleasantly 
situated on the banks of the Delaware. At a tavern a littlfl 
distant from Charlestown, I heard of an extraordinary person. 
whom most travellers visited. This man, whose real name was 
unknown, had taken an active part in the \\'ar for their independ
ence, and was entirely deprived of his reason through an un
fortunate attachment. He sometimes received strangers with 
kindness, and related to them an account of his misfortunes. At 



DF I.Ac's TRAYLLS 

other time.::, hunicd away Ly the violence oflii:-. <li~t·asc, he ~poke 
and acted extravagalitly, although 11eVt'r troublesome to society . 

.. A .voung Eng-li::diman, with whom I travdled, wi.-;hed to ac
company me. Being pr<Jvided with a guide, w,· arrived in two 
hours, just before sun-set. \\" e "ere informed by his servant 
that he was on a neighbouring rock. \\'e soon perceived him 
walking quickly, aud talking. At last, being either disturbed by 
the w,ise of some dry leaves under our feet, or ha\·ing tinishrd hi;; 
discourse, he look{d at us, and came to offer us his hand. 
" \Yhoever you are," said he, " you arc \\'ekome. Come to my 
cottage, [ will relate to you my love, my happiness, for a short 
time, and the other causes of my grief'' 
After a frugal supper, during which he spoke confusedly, h{! made 

us enter a little parlour, · 1nmg- round with pictures. " There,'' 
said he, is tbe bislory of my lifo ; you may read it iu an instant. 
The beauty of the principal person is nothing when compared 
"·ith the qualities of her mind, and her amiable virtues." I 
entreated him to explain the pictures. Every one related to the 
life of his Anna; her birth, her first les'.~on i11 music, and the mo
ment he was compelled by his duty to engage in the war. He 
gave us an aninrnted account of the battle in which he was dan
gerously wounded ,rhile commanding the left \\-illg. Half cured, 
he had hastened to the arms uf his ~\nna. His reception pre
sented a mixture of love and fear, \\'hich ,\·as •·a:"!ily distiuguishcd 
in all bis features. .After this picturr, follo,-i;cd one representing 
the declaration of his Io,·e, their marriage, the birth of a daughter. 
He passed over these happy moments with joy ; Lut suddenly 
turning to the opposite side, he shrieked and ran away. ,v c con
tinued to observe them, :rnd saw a long train of misfortunes 
which had befallen him s~nce his marriage. The death of the 
parents of his Anna ; her long illness, and death. At last we 
perceived the rock on which we h:.1d met him. He was repre
sented with his ha11d uplifted, and in the attitude of sorrow. 
Under the picture wa:; written, " Here are the beloved remains; 

here I sl,!all en<l my life ;-may Heaven shortly put an end to my 
sorro\\' ! 

The unfortunate man, whom \H' rqwnted to b:ivc so affected. 
liad gone to seek a mat \\'Orked by his Anna, on which he hoped 
to e1!joy sleep. \Yhat in some measure abated om concern was, 
to hear that after every time he had related his misfortunes, he 
continued much better for :-;L'Wral daYs. 

The next day, after a sail of eight l;ours, I arrived at Baltimore, 
which twelve or thirteen ~rars ago did uot contain more than 

11000 inhabitants; but at present its population exceeds 30,000, 

and its .l·om1~1crce ranks i_t an~oug the most important ports of 
the Umted :::itatl'..;, Its s1tuat1011 on the bay of Chcsapeak i~ 

l 
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a.clvantageous for the admis:::;ion of ships of all sizes, at all seasons. 
This bay extends t\vo hundred and eighty miles up the country. 
lt receives a· great number of rivers; among which are the Pot
towmac and the Susquehana: of these I shall speak hereafter. 

l\,fost of the inhabitants are Presbyterians. The Quakers are 
not so numerous as at Philadelpl!ia. The court of justice, the 
cu~tom-house, and the guildhall, are fine and well preserved 
edifices. As at Philadelpl,ia, there are an hospital and poor-house; 
prison, theatre, and a bank., which w_as not completed on my 
departure. The principal commercial houses in Baltimore are 
Scotch. This active, enterprising, economical, and industrious 
people, carry with them the love of labour and the arts. Strangers 
are received here "·ith a politeness uncommon in the United States • 

. Having remained eight days at Baltimore, I set out for the 
Federal City, at which I arrived the same day. The lands are of 
an inferior quality, and the villages on the road are so inconsider
able that there is no necessity of e\'en mentioning their names. 

Agreeable to the report of the surveyors, who were appointed 
by the Congress to examine what position offered most advantages 
for the erection of a city, it was determined, in 1790, to build it 
on the river Potowmac, which divides Maryland from Virginia. 
The act of the Congress which had authorised the establishment 
of the Federal City, had also voted considerable sums fer the erec
tion of the different buildings. The palace of the Congress was 
begun on a most magnificent plan; but the expences required 
were so large, that it remains unfinished. That of the president, 
as well as those of the different chiefs of the government, were 
to be completed against the first of January 1800, at which 
time the assembly of the Congress was to be held for the first 
time in the Federal City. 

It would require a volume to relate the extravagant specula
tions to which this new establishment has given rise. The· 
richest individuals, imagining tbat people would flock to it from 
all parts, bought the lands at a high price, in hopes of selling them 
again at a still higher, or of building houses to let; but how have 
they been deceived! The Federal City, built on a too extensive 
plan, will not for many years yield any recompence to speculators. 

The Potowmac falls into the bay of Chesapeak. The har
bour formed by it is good, and ship~ of all sizes can navigate it at 
all seasons. · The plan of the city would have Leen superb, if it 
could have been executed; but ncry thing indicates that many 
ages will elapse before this point can be attained. The palace 
of the. Congress has at present .only one wing built, and it appears 
they do not intend to complete it. That of the presid~nt; which 
is distant above a mile, is finished ; but the elegant stred which 
communicates from one to the other, contains only a few houses) 
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indeed handsome but so distant from each otl1er, that they look 
more like countr; houses than !hose in the p~incipal. street of a 
-city destined to be the metropolis of an extensive empire. 

The Potowmac some miles below its entrance, ceases to be 
navigable. The sfates of .Maryland and Vi1:ginia, in proportion 
to the advantacres derived from the Federal City, have undertaken 
the formation ~fa canal, by means of which ships will avo~d those 
chains of rocks that render it impassable. The Federal C1~· d~e!+ 
not contain above 8000 persons, and they have been less ac!1ve 
in buildinlJ' than in most other maritime parts of the Umted 
States. ::, 

The place opposite to the palace of the Congress would be, 
if completed, one of the finest in the world. In the ceutre of 
this pbre, which is called the capitol, the statue of Washington 
was designed to be erected, concerning which so many debates 
arose in the Congress. But the memory of this truly great man 
has been well preserved by his numerous friends, who in all the 
towns of the United States have generously subscribed towards 
1eaving to posterity a monument of their love and esteem for a 
citizen, whose equal the United States perhaps will never produce. 
I shall not delay the time in composing his elegy; it is engraven 
in indelible characters on the hearts of all honest people, who 
know with what prud~nce, what courage, and, above all, with 
what impartiality he served his country. 

Georgetown, situated beyond the territory of the Congress, 
was before the establishment of the Federal City, from which it is 
only divided by a creek, a very commercial place. It is plea
santly situated on the eastern branch of the Potowmac. Its 
harbour is good, and capable of receiving merchantmen of aU 
burthens. Its population does not exceed two thousand. 

The debate which has so long occupied the attention of the 
Congress, and which continued during my residence in the Federal 
City, attracted the attention of every person in the United States. 
The federalists, strongly attached to the letter of the constitution, 
maintained that they could not repeal the act of the preceding 
Congress, which, by virtue of its right, had appointed a supreme 
tribunal to examine the acts of the different powers against the 
safety of the republic, and the respect due to its Jaws. The de-
111ocrats, on the other hand, affirmed, that the tribunal was only 
calculated to produce troubles; that its suppression was not 
contrary to the constitution. Both parties argued with that en
thusiasm which party spirit never fails to inspire. The partizaus 
ot democracy, like those in :France, are generally men turhulent 
through their speculations, and unwilling to bear any superiority, 
e\'en of the laws. They are particularly inhabitants of the 
Southern States, who, being accustomed from their infancy to 
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rnle over slaves, to whom a look is a command, display in all 
their actions this domineering character, which being restra ned 
by the laws, occasions them to be regarded as abusive and ty
rannical. 

The democrats have raised Mr. Jefferson to the office of 
pre~ident in the United States, and to them he remains tirmly 
attached. It is certain that be performed some i,iervices during 
the war; that he possesses an accurate judgment, and political 
talents ; but it is equally true, that he is blinded by an excessive 
self-love, which makes him sacrifice every thing to his own opi
nion. Jealous of maintaining his authority, he has dismissed illus
trious and irreproachable men from their appointments, solcJy 
because they were given to them ·by Mr. Adams, his competitor 
and rival. Those who have obtained them are for the most part 
foreigners, whose only ment consisted in favouring democracy. 
\Vithout being anxious to render his country respectable in the 
sight of foreign nations, he only wishes it to he agricultural, 
without commerce or political stability. Popular even to mean
nes'l, he has taken off some taxes imposed by his predecessor for 
the support of the army, which he has reduced to WOO men; 
and the navy is in such a miserable condition that it ca1a ~c<1,reely 
defend the commerce from the Barbary powers. The public papt.:rs 
are tilled daily with complaints of the merchants, who, with
out any hopes of satisfaction, experience considerable losses. The 
populace, intoxicated at a small expence, bless the man who has 
taken off the tax from strong liquors distilled in the interior. 
Drunkenness is a vice so common among this class of men, that 
it would have been better if he had tripled the tax instead of 
.repealing it. .Mr. Jefferson is the author of a work ()ll the 
Statistic·s of Virginia; but his merit is not greater as an author 
than as the president of the u11ited States. 

The Congress fixes the taxes to answer the wants of the 
republic. It proposes laws, or examines those proposed by the 
executive power; but before aiJy law can be put in force, it must 
be presented to the Senate, which either approve~; or rejecb it. 
The Senate is a superior authority interposed betweeu the legis
lative aud executive powers. Each province returns two members, 
whc, must not be less than forty years of age. The law require~ 
nothing more; hut those who obtain the votes arc generally men 
illustrious by their superior acquirements, their great fort~mes, 
or the serviccti they have performed. There are yet i11 the 
~euate many members of the l,;ongress, who proclaimed, in l 7iti, 
the independence of the C 1uted States, and some geuerals who 
,;o:nmanded \\ ith distinction in the war which followed. 

Arter having 1emained in the Federal City a suflicie11t time to 
be c<>uviuced that private interest is the great stimulus of human 
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actions, that the favour of the great triumphs over real merit, and 
that men who have embraced a party are deaf to the voice of 
reason ; I proceeded to the country seat of Washington. . . 

It was in this place that he passed the latter years of his hfe, 
and where he was pleased to reflect on the great interests of a 
country whose independence he had fought for and established. 
Mount Vernon would have merited no attention, had it not be
longed to Washington. The prospect which commands the 
Potowmac would have been very delightful if the plain were not 
sandy, and almost uncultivated. The house is large, but without 
external or internal ornaments ; the gardens are well laid out. 
'fhe library, selected by this great man, contains interesting and 
useful books. The cultivator, the philosopher, and the strttes
man are certain of finding here agreeable companions. The 
French authors whom \Yashington seems to have most admired,. 
are Buffon aud l\lontesquieu. The notes Y1:hid1 he made on 
those celebrated works, and which :Mrs.\\' ashington permitted me 
to read, proYe th;)t his skill and discernment equalled his civil and 
military virtues. 

After remaining two days with this respectable family, I em
barked in a packet-boat for Baltimore, where I arrived the same 
evening, and the next day proceeded with some foreigners, as 
curious as myself, to view the establishment of l\loravian brethren 
at Bethlehem. This little town is twenty-eight miles from Phi
ladelphia. The Moravian brethren possess all the surrounding 
lands for more than two miles. There is only one inn, "·here 
stranger5'..are received and well treated at a moderate expence. 
This little place, which more resembles a convent than a town, 
contains about eight hundred inhabitants. The mildness of their 
manners, and the regularity of their lin:.s, are perhaps the most 
remarkable peculiarities of this sect. 

On the day of our arrival we visited the convent, ,..-hich is 
superintended by the most respectable women of the sect. The 
buil~ings are large and well distributed. Young ladies of all 
religions are educated there. Their employmu1t consists in 
needle-work, also music, drawing, cmbroiderv, the studv of 
history and religion. One of the mistresses · presented t~ us 
purses, portfolios, and b~~kcts. \\ e purchased some, and \\'ere 
informed that the profits were employed in ch~ritable works. 
My lin:it.s ~vill not permit me to detail the religious principles of 
the Mor.avian brethren ; but [ refer the curious to the work of 
:e,1. De L:ancourt. Like the Quakers, they enjoy a well deserved 
reputation for probity and virtue. They are good agriculturists 
;a 1d h?~est merclrn1~ts, and extend their humanity to persons of 
ull religions. · · 
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CHAP. V. 

~H ARACTER, MA :-I NERs, A ND CUSTOMS OF THE AMERICANS 

IN THE MARITDlE PROVINCES.-AMERICAN WOMEN. 

J COULD not leave this part of the continent, without men
tioning the manners, customs, and character of the inhabitants. 
The maritime cities, which are the rendezvous of all nations, 
have adopted the English customs. Their wants are increased 
with their fortunes ; luxury has been .introduced, and the fine arts, 
although in their infancy, ai·e much more cultivated than in the 
interior, where they are scarcely thought of. Employed entirely 
in mercantile speculatiom, they possess all the qualities and defects 
which characterise the merchant. They are laborious, active, 
industrious, and enterprising. When they deal with each other, 
they do it with suspicion and distru-st. Each is co11sciow; that 
the othff will cheat him if he is able; and that no moral con
siderations will be suffered to stand in his way. If an honest and 
ingenuous foJ"eig11cr has any intercouse with them, he is sure 
to be made a dupe, and the vvily American 011ly laughs at the 
integrity which he ought to reverence. Iu the late troubles in St. 
Domingo, many of the planters entrusted their money, their 
jewels, and valuables, to American merchants aud captains, ,vho 
fraudulently appropriated them to themselves; and at least 
nineteen twentieths of these unfortunate persons had reason to 
execrate their perfidy. 

The same suspicion which characterises their dealings with 
each other, is seeu in their domestic concerns. They "'ill not 
trust even their children or their ,vivcs. The men go to market 
themselves, and purchase every thing that is wanted; and nothing 
is left to the ,\·ife but the interior order and neatuc~:-; d the house. 
l~conomical even to meanness, they only uiake nse of their fortunes 
tt) procure \\'ine and spirits. A segar, a gazette, and a bottle of 
1\ladeira wine ari: tlieir only comforts. The 1\mericans spend great 
part of the day in re:1ding the public p:ipers, of which there are 
immense 1mmbers. They believe themselves the greatest v,arriors 
i11 the world, solely Lecau.~e they have oulige<l some sarnge na
tions to sue for peace. 

The Americans are litigious and quarrelsome. The cool 
manner in which they cleft.:nd th1..ir causes cannot but amuse a. 
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foreigner. In the most important suits you will never Set.; .. , 

speaker move his head or his hands, or make the least inflexion 
of his voice, which may discover him more animated at one time 
than another. If he is cast, without anger he refers the matter to 
another court; until he has exhausted all the means of appeal. 
Their political dissensions assume every day a more violt>ut cha
racter. 

The Americans are not generally attached to their relations, to 
\Vhom they seldom afford any assistance. It is not extraordinary 
to see the brother of a man of fortune in the greatest distress. 
Their love is always strongest for their youngest child, and dis
appears when he reaches his twelfth year. When he is removed 
from school, enough has been done for him; he must then go and 
provide for himself how and ,, here he is able. 

This want of concern originates in the law \'vhich deprives the 
parents of all authority over their daughters at nfteen, and their 
sons at twenty. Nature wishes us not to be too strongly attached 
to those objects which are soon to escape us, and to whose hap• 
piness we cannot directly contribute. Among all animals she. has 
proportioned the cares of the parent to tlie wants of the offspring, 
and has ordained that the attachment of the former shall only 
cease when the latter do not require assistance. The savage 
nations observe this law, who forget their children, and are for• 
gotten by them as soon as they are able to procure food and 
clothing by their arrows. 

Such is the general character of the inhabitants of the coasts of 
the United States, which gains them few friends among strangers, 
or those that trade with them. There is a· great consumption 
of tea, which is served up four or five hours after dinner. The 
Americans eat their meat boiled or roasted, and follow, in every 
respect, the English manners. 

Every day convinced me that the women have fewer faults and 
more virtues than the men. Balls, plays, promenades, and the 
toilet, entirely occupy their attention. 1f a young man becomes 
captivated with a lady, before he thinks of marrying her, he must 
provide her with every pleasure, and be accessary to all her 
whims. Certain·that their pleasures will terminate on the day of 
tl1eir m~r~·ia~e, the~· dcf~r it as long as possible, and only yield to 
the solic1tat10ns ot their lovers "' hen thev are in dread of losinrr 
them. I have heard several American ladies ansv'l'er, to the most 
sincere decla~ations of affection, and to most ad,·antageous propo
sals of mar~rnge, that they had not )·l't had time to know the 
world and Its amusements ; and that they would not retire 
without having enjoyed them. 

The young people arc free when f-i110-le, but slaves \\ hen 
married. Entirely employed in domc~tic .\ffairs, they ouly 
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go out to vi:sit their relations, or to church. With the most con
ciliating serenity they endure the mortification and disgust of a 
husband, who is generally morose, and often drunk. 

The expences of the women are very limited. If any extraor
dinary luxury is displayed in their houses, it is to satisfy their hus
bands, who often only preserve their credit by dazzling the eyes of 
the public. 

The American women alwayii suckle their own children, and 
can hardly conceive it possible how a mother should abandon to 
a stranger so essential a part of her duty. Female beauty is here 
of short duration. There are few countries where the women 
have worse teeth than in the United States. 

CHAP. VI. 

DEPARTURE FOR LOUlSIANA.-LANCASTER.-ASSEMBLY 

OF THE STATES OF PENNSYLVANIA.-HARRISBURG.

S USQU £HAN A.-C ARLIS LE.-:\lOUNTAINS OF Kl TUCK• 

'l'UNY AN n SEDLING.-BEDFORD.-ALLEGANY MOUN

TAIN s.-GREE N SBURGH.-PITTSB t:'RGH.-ltl VERS ALLE

G~,\:,. y AN 1> MONONGAHELA.-COAL-PITS.-lNHABIT

ANTS BEYO_ND VIRGINIA AND THE WESTERN STATES. 

-COL. BROWN .-CHELLICOTHEE SALT-SPRINGS. 

JN the latter end of February I departed from Philadelphia for 
Louisiana. The winter, which had been very mild thi, year, had 
prepared an active vegitation, and the fields had already as
sumed their verdure. As we had to pass through the greatest 
breadth of Pennsylvania, that is, from east to west, we took the 
stage for Lancaster. The country that l passed was superior to 
anv that I had before seen in the United States. The lands in 
th~ environs of Philadelphia are ~andy and poor, but better ac
co1Jing to their distance; and the county of Lancaster presents 
to travellers one of the sources of this opulence, of which the 
Americans are so proud. The farm-houses are near each other, 
and well built. Their exterior announces abundance, and the 
interior displays the most complete ease without luxury. The 
Germans, who inhabitthem, are economical, industrious, and good 
labourers. They are accounted the best farmers in the United 
States, and although far inferior to the English, or even French,. 
in husbandry, m:.1y be desen:edly styled the fathcrs of this art in 
America. 

The States are obliged, on account of the great numbers of 
German inhabitants, to publish the laws and advertisements in 
the two languages. N otwitlistanding the numerous schools, to 
which fathers are obliged to send their children to be instructed 
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in the national language, the greatest part do not understand 
~ufficient English to be able to conduct their business with those 
tbat speak it. Brought up in the bosom of their families, and 
employed from tlieir infancy in labour and agriculture, they are 
not anxious for public employments, for which they kuow them
selves unqualified. They prefer an active, laborious, and retired 
life to distinctions and dignities. If the Germans have not adopted 
the language of the Anglo-Americans, neither have they been 
infected with their vices. The only one they have in common 
,vith them is drunkenness, which they do not carry to the same 
excess. They are neither quarrelsome nor distrustful. 

On the day of our departure from Philadelphia, we arrived at 
Lancaster to dinner, although this town is more than sixty-six 
miles distant. The trade of this country being very con• 
siderable, and carried on by land, the States have constructed a 
Toad, which is rt6ularly kept in repair, at the expence of tra .... 
vellers. There are · fo:e bars, at each of which a trifling sum is 
demanded. Provisions of all sorts are conveyed to Philadelphia 
in waggons for consumption or expt>rtation. Lancaster is the 
market of Philadelphia, and the greatest part of the southern 
provinces. It is well built, and capable of containing six thou
sand persons. The assembly of the States have for some time 
met at this town, being the most central. The inhabitants are., 
for the most part, Germans and Dutch, and profess the reformed 
religion. The Roman Catholics are also in great numbers. 

Four great streets, ornamented with footways, compose almost 
the whole of the to,,rn. Those ,Yhich are not )·et paved, scarcely 
permit carriages to pass through them. The States han~ deter
mined to do this repair, so necessary to commerce, by means of 
four lotteries, which are to be drawn every year until the work is 
completed. 

The day after my arrival I was present at the assembly of the 
States. By the politeness of some of the members, I was ad
mitted into the hall, "·here the door-keeper presented me a chair •. 
I observed that petitions are presented to the president. 
Having read them, he commuuicates them to the 3ssembh·, who 
order them, if proper, a second and third reading ; or tl;ey are 
referred to a committee appointed to make a report. 

The senate is an authority interposed bet,recn the gowrnor of 
the state, and the assembly of the representatives of the people; 
it is composed of a number of members equal to one-fourth of 
the representatives. 

Each representative, or senator, sits upon a wooden chair and 
has uef?rc him a little table, on ,Yhich he places his papers { but 
many, mstead of using it for this purpose, sit upon it, and nev~r 
change their posture, unless addressing the president ; for, by 
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~be laws, tl1ey are obliged to stand up, and speak uncovered. 
All .the members, w.hen thirsty~ go indiscriminately .to drink out 
-0fa jug which stands in a recess in the ha.I), and which the !-1er
want keeps constantly filled with water. About ten year8 ago, 
11ot more than -011e or two glasse8 were t-0 be found in the richest 
l1ouses in America, however numerous the company might be. 
Even to this day., iu most taverns, e~ery oue i.s -obliged to .dnuk 
in his turn9 under pain of being .thour-:ht un.pol.ite .. 

There are at Lancaster men of all trades., .and i:t is :pro~ 
bable that considerable mmmfactories will soon be established. 
The rivers which intersect this country present to speculators 
means certain of success. Ou these small rivers five mi.lls are 
built, which &Upply the markets of Philadelphia with 6our ~lt all 
seasons.. There are some mills, rontainiug si:X mill.stones, to 
~,·hich :five men are sufficieot. By a rujll of this kiwl, one hun
.clred barrels of flour will be prepared iu t\,·enty • .four hours, foe 
which the .cultivators receive, besides other neces~.ries, money, 
which they employ in the impro.vement of their lauds. At some 
~istance from Lancaster, a numerous a11d wealthy company has 
been formed to promote the .culture of the villC in the st-ate of 
Pennsylvania. 

Among the different manufactories at Lancaster, is one for 
rifles, which .the inhabitants of the Western countries, .and .aliso 
many Indian uatiom,, emp,oy· for hunting. 1t is to these arms 
that the Aweri.cans owe wany of the victerie." which .they ou .. 
tained duriug the war. 

Af.ter having remained .three days at Laoc:.u,ter, I ,continued 
the road .to Harrisburg, wh.ich is distant forty miles. The adja .. 
cent land is good, a,nd well cultivated; and the housesai> 
.althouo-h distant from each od1.er, aunounce the opulence of their 
jnhabifants. They a.re built of Jarge pi.e.ces of wood, carefully 
made squ~re, and the iutt-r~ticu; filled up \\ ith stones aud mortar ... 
The proprietor cousofes himself for ~h~ want uf th;~ i,;olidity Ly 
the facility .and. ~mall ex pence of re·bml~mg them. f .. b_zah~thto.wn, 
.ciahteen 01iles from Lanca<,ter, and Middletown, "h1ch 1s a httlc 
fa~ther, are hrn s.ruall villagei, badly situated, anl~ badly built. 
The river Susquehana, which i~ near Middletown, recompensed 
us in son1e measure for the unpleasautuess of the road. The 
left Lank presents a fiue and rich p.laiu well cu1tivated and po .. 
pulous. That on the righ_t is bord~re<l by lulls, . or~ame.uted 
ivith 1.uagmficeut forests, wluch sup~ly Maryl~nd w1t_h its finest 
tirober. .:\ltbough the Susquehana 1s only nav1ga?le m summ~r, 
...... t the neirrhbou1·i110" countri.cs carry on a11 exteus1ve trade WJth 
r O I> 

.l.Ltltiu~orc 
pc L1i.c.J i 
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Harrisburg is a small to·.11:11 situated off the left bank of t?e 
Susquehnna. A market-place, supported by columns, forms its 
centre. The houses which surronncl it are built of brick. The 
court of justic~ is a large and eleg:m:tly con~tructedT l:uildi~g; and 
the rhurches nval those of the cl11ef to\rns m the L rnted States. 

It contains fourteen hnndred inhabit:mts; one half of whom are 
Germ:rns, ~J::;rl the other Americans, who have etnigrated from 
the N orthc,T: States. Notwithstanding the pleasure that I received 
in viewing its environs, I was obliged to leave it the day after m_y 
:.i :iv:d ; for the only public conveyance, able to be procured,. 1s 
the mail-coach, which 011Iy goes through it once a-week durmg 
bad weather. 

Carlisle is only eighteen miles distant from I-hn~isbtirg. 
arrived in it in a fe\Y hours, without having :-:ee11 any thmg worthy 
of notice on fhe road. It is, in my ·opinion, the most unpleasant 
tr ''.11 in the United State!;, Eci:i6 built on a dry and unequal 
ground, surrounded with forests of pines, I eudeavoured to dis"' 
cover what could attract the first iuhabitants to settl~ there. I 
was informed that this place had been ~hosen ~uring the war for 
the head-quartel's of the American troops, and that the rlesire of 
gain had ·first attracted sutlers and speculators. It contains 
some churches, :. court of justice; and !Small barracks, which are 
falling to decay. The water is hard, and of a bad quality. The 
weather since I left Phibdelphia had been mild and agreeahle; 
but the day previous to my departure from Carlisle, it was ex
tremely cold; and during the nigh there ,Yas so great a fall of 
[';now, that the conductors of the mail-coach jndged it impru
dent to proceed_. Having provided myself with a horse and 
guide, I proceeded to Shippensbnrg, thirtv miles from Carlisle. 
It is easy to believe, that the countrv cove.red wiih snow could 
11ot appear n:ry fine. The forests o(pines along the rc·ads, prove 
the barrenness of the lands. The north-west wind, which blew 
with uncommon violence, ,vas so cold, that,I r:d1l:l' t 1HL,avourccl 
to shelter myself than to ob~erVe the country. There ,wi• 
scarce tcn·honses in the thirty mile~. Fati_;w'd and benumbed with 
cold, we arrived at Sbippensburgh, "hich th: inl:ab:t:1m:, honour 
with the name of a to,,vn, but which c~;nnot be c011.i.l.crcd more 
than a vill~ge. There are no public buildi11·;3 ; ~,nd the inl1:,_Lit
~nts seem to possess those rustic manners witich ctL.iactcrise the 
people in the vicinity of the mountaills. 
· Thr.ough .their incivility I was obliged tn proceed on foot. The 
excessive pnce of horses, which they pH,p'.,rtion to t 1,c wants of 
travellers, and the opi11ious they e1ite1'tain that Frenchmen will 
purchase ease at any rate, engaged them nut to dimi~1i:::h in their 
q~nrnnd~. J therefore deteriuined to accompauy th~ \\a:;:;uus 
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dcst-in~cl for Pittsburgh; so that, in case of fatigue or accident, 
1 might be provided with a resource. 

1 set out the next day, and aiTived in a few hours at Strasburgh, 
\\'here I found carriages waiting for milder weather to cross the 
mountains. The village of Strasburgh eight years ago contained 
ouly ,11ree houses; at present, i.lt lea_st fifty. It is situated at the 
foot of the Kitucktuny mountains, ana exacth divides the road 
from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh. 1-\lthough ·tLc cold weather 
(:u1Jlii1ucd, the waggons set out the day after my arrival, and I 
j)i'<)c·uhl with them. The quantity of snow collected in som~ 
parts of the mountains obliged the waggoners to make a passage 
with pick-axes. \Ye crossed vei·y slowly the Kitucktuny moun
tains, the first of which is mo3t rugged. The valiies are every 
where inhabited, and the lands are carefully culti-;;ated. The 
rn1mbcr of waggom which pass. tl1is road ensures to the culti
vator a sale for his provisio11s at'- an advantageous price, or in 
excliangc for other articles. 

In five days I reached Bedford, a pretty to1.vn, which contains 
seven or eight hundred inhabitants, most of'-' hom are merchants, 
or proprietors of laud, "hich they sell to the Irish and Germans, 
who, h~vin~ arrived in the Cnited States without means of sub
sistence, Iii. \'e been obliged to pay for their passage by some 
years of labour*. At the end of their service they buy land in 
the distant countries, at a low price, and form, by their industry, 
con;;:derahle establishments. The mom,::1ins of Alleghany, which 
we were two whole days in crossing, ~r,~ the most lofty in Korth 
America; but they are hills, ,rheu compared to the ~\lps and 
Pvrennces. It is in these mountains that the fine river, which 
b~ars this name, derives its source. At Pittsburgh, it unites 
with the .Monongahel-:, to form the Ohio. On the opposite side 
of tl:l''.-C mountains, I saw, for the first time, maple sugar; of 
which I shall speak hereafter. 

l'rom Bedford to 9reensburgh nothing nppeared ,,·orthy of 
11.i: ice. On both sides of the road establishments are forming, 
and houses building. The houses are co1:;;lructcd entirely of 
\vood ; tl1e doors are hung on woorlen hiugrs; in a word, the 
builders neither employ earth, iron, nor stone, not c\·, ;1 for the 
chimney, which lasts for many years, with only the precaution 

'' Tlii,; is one of the most con~idcralile tradf's in the United States. 
\Yhl 11 ::i captain arrives \\ ith a cargo in I1·Elan<l, or auy other part, he an
t:"1u11ces that he inteud,; to t:i.:;c on bonrd a certain number of passenger'.', 
:w<l carrv them to Amtrica, for a stipulated sum. Those who cannot pay 
t, ,; their' passage a;;;ree ot!icrwi~f' with ~1im .. He supplies ~hem with nE'c~::i
saries during their p:!~-a~c, and on his arl'1ral._ sells ~heir labour. 1 he 
length of this ~lct\·c1 y IlL\f'r e~ceeds two y~ars tor a s111gle man, and four 
with a h 11 ,ily. A .. t t;:c c·xpiratwn of' dus t,m<_:, he 1~ free, and becomes a. 
citneu. 
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of not lrtting the fire reach the enormous pieces of wood, or 
·which it is composed. The expence of building these houses 
is a dirntcr, to which the proprietor invites all his neighbours. 

The greatest part of tht.· inhabitants in the back settlements of 
America have no opportunity of exerci,ing their religion. They 
are so ignorant and supel'.b'titious, that they dc~liver themselves up 
to any extrarngance when new doctrines are preached to them. A 
few years since, some Methodists having passed through P~nns_yl
va11i'a, made so many proselytes, that the government, dreadmg the 
consequences', desired them to desist. Men and women al~andoned 
their homesc and their children, to follow these fanatics, who 
preached' in the fields a11d forests. Their extravag3Ilces exeeeded 
those whi~h I have before related. 

Greensburgh, at wl1ich I arrived in nine days after my de.# 
parture from Snippensburgh, is situated on a hiJI. This place, 
whose name was }iardly known twenty yeai:s ago, is at present the 
seat of a tribunal, and tbe chief town of a rich county. Tire 
l10uses are built of st0ne and brick.,, The iuterior of the town 
is almost entirely inhabited by Americans who have emigrated_ 
from the Northt>rn States, and Germans. Grain and salt pro~ 
visions are sent from hence to Pittsburgh, by a small river, which 
falls into the Allegany. 

From G reensfJnrgI1 f proceeded to Pittsburgh, an ancient 
French pos~ession, known by the name of Fort Duquesne. It 
was includtd m the cession of Canada, and given to the English, 
who, after the ,,·ar, restored it to the United States, of which it 
is at present one of the most important places. The rivers Alle
gh&11)' mid Monongahela ureet there, and form the Ohio. At the 
point of their union Fort Duqaesne was built, of which some 
Yestig'.:s still remain. The town contains 3500 inhabitants-, all 
either merchants or artificers. The commerce irt grain is wry 
extensive, •. ud the number of emigrants who come to embark 
for I~entuck.Y prove a considerable source of wr.alth. 

Fish _and game are very plentiful at Pittsburgh, and provisions 
of all krnds are sold at a low price. Madeira wine, and French 
brandies are the only articles which are dear. Most of the in
h::L1tauts distil from rye, or maize, a strot1g liquor, which they 
call whisky. This liquor is the most disugreeable I have e\'er 
tasted : however moderate its use, it acts pov.~rfully on tI1e 
nervous system. Grog, which is nothing more than a mixture 
of. this liquor witli ,rnter, is the fa\-·ourite d.-iuk of this people. 
It 1_s I~ot m~common to sPe men so debilitated, as not to preserve 
their tacu~t1es ,!t an age when they ought to e1tjoy them in their 
must perfect ngour. 
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The coal-pits are numerous ancl abundant in the environs of 
Pittsburgh, and the coal is of such a good quality, that the in
habitants burn it in preference to wood, which is considerably 
cheaper. The small hordes of Indians who live near this tO\vn, 
suppl} it with goats and young brars, whose flesh is rlelic~te and 
tender, in exchange for spirits, iron ware, and gun-powder. I 
remained here eight days, which I employed in hunting and 
fishing. The game most frequent in the neighbouring hills con
sists in partridges, pheasants, grouse, hares, and squirrels. The 
fish caught in the Ohio are the dab, which weighs from 60 to 
BOlbs; perch and tench. The hind-, near Pittsburgh, although 
iuferior to those of Greem,burgh, are sold at a high price. 

Being recovered from my fatigue, I proposed to continue 
my journey, and embarked in a flat-bottomed boat, whose in
different construction would only agree with a stream as tranquil 
as the Ohio. I had here occasion to observe the difference 
which exists between the farmers of Europe and these of the 
United States. The European, att:icLc>'.l to the country ,,vhich 
gave him birth, changes his situation ,rith regret; the American, 
three or four days before his departure, informs his family that 
he intends to remove one, and sornet;me~ six hundred miles. 
Twenty carriages would hardly suffice f,ir the former; two horses 
are sufficient to transport the baggage of the latter. 'fi1r~ :,al:~ of 
the lands which they leave produces the sum required to purchase 
others. 1''or some years the emigration from the N orthem 
provinces to Kentucky have been so considerable, that it at pre
sent contains four hundred thousand inhabitants. The proprietor 
of the hoat was an old man, upwards of seventy. His third 
wife, whom he was bringing with him, ,y:1c; an Irish woman, 
brought up from her infancy in the United :-,;t.,t,:~, He told 
m~, that he had changed his residence eight ti.tk.-;; tbt he had 
now determined to r,·move from the mountains of .\1 onongaheh 
to Saint Charles, near the Missouri, \\'here one of his sons re
sided. Many passengers told me that they were going to Ken
tucky, because New Englanrl, where they resided, began to be 
too populous; they also said 1 that if the land were not agreeable 
to them, they would go to Louisiana. I think thi'l fondness for 
change is owing to the retired life which tlie_v lead. 

The Ohio flows from E1c;t to West S. \\'est; it traverses a 
distance of ISO miles. The boats ,\·'.1ich the Americans employ 

,µre constructed of ph11~3 of fir, ruddy nailed togetht:r. They 
are c<wer,·d in a manner to prevent the i1rjuries of the weather. 
The numerous habitations which l saw (luring the early pait of 
my voyage, coutirmed the i.:.leas that I h:1d formed of this agree~ 



able river, wfwse banks, ten years ago, wue constantly desolated 
by the inrn,·~ions of the :-ia\·,iges. 

'I'he fast place of a11y importance b,J<.w Pittsburgh; is ,vceI..J 
ino-, \Yhich is distant 100 miles. This little town forms part of tl.: State of \'irgillia, aml d(Jes not contain above sixty houses and 
tlrcc hundred aud fifty inhabitants. One hundred miles below 
,reeliu,:; is Marieta, a·town ne\dy built, which contains above 
six hundred inhabitants, rnu~;t of whom are emigrants from X ew 
England and l\1 assachuset. There is a court of justice and a 
church, in \', Leh the inhabitants from a great distance ::i~~t·mble. 
At a little distance from Marieta is a fine island, sufficiently ele..; 
,,ated to be secure from inundations, where an Englisl1man, of an 
advanced age, probably disgusted "·ith the noise and bustle of 
life, has built a large and commodious house. Gallipolis, 
'·'- hich contains one hundred and ~ixtv inhabit,tnts, is situated on 
the rirht bi:~ of the Ohio. The· numerous 1110:-a:-:-c.rs which 
MHTOl~~d it, render it disagreeable in wiuter, and unhealthy in 
summer. The i11liabitants are the only .remains of six hundred 
families, ,\ho left France 111 i790, 1791, to form 11c,Y settlements 
on the Scioto. On their aJriY:tl in the Cnited St:Hcs, thcv dis
covered that the company which had sold them the lands· were 
only sharpers. · They applied in vain to the goverm:wnt for re• 
drc:-s; the little knmdrd~e which t liey possessed of the language 
and customs prewnted them obtaining it. Tb:·y found thfm
selves CU()O k·a;ues from their 11..i:iH, country, ,Yith1l1t any means 
of subsistence, except by their industry. Lodged, or rather 
Leaped in huts built for their reception, many perished dm:ing 
the firnt year. Those to whum any resources were left, employ
ed them to (!cp.,!·t; the others n·rn~1i11d p;,ticnlly on a portion 
of bread a11d salt proYi:o;ons, "hich ,ms gTanted to them daily 
by the Cougress. .At last, _after four years of rn;q-·1-y, they gave 
to them a piece of ground, sixty miles bcl,rn· Gallipolis, d-:.ich 
l" di,·idcd among them, produced two hundred ancl seve11ct ~·n 
acres for each. Such ,yen: the consequences of tlus famous emi
gration, which many men of high rank had encouraged by theii
example. 

'The inhabitants of the parts behind Virginia; are unlike any 
in the world. They live in houses which a single man can build 
in three rbys. TLey do not clc::r the lands, but content thctn
n·ln.,s "ith tapping tliosc tl';'cs which ~ire on 1b· spot they intend 
to cultivate. This <T~'ration consis~s in 1ld-i11;~ a circubr notch, 
of about an inch in dq1th, around t;H: hl ,·, ,\-iiich occasions it 
to wittier. The rn:1i::e sown under the trees so dcpi·1\ t'd of their 
k:.,ves, receive directly the rays of the sun, and grow exceed
ingly well. Hunting will for c, er n.:m~:iu th-:ir only occupation. 
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I have seen wliole families entirely naked, and apparently as 
.contented as those who were not in want of any thing. 

Maize beaten ttnd mi:,;cj with milk is theii· ordinary food. 
The meat which the father obtain,;; bv the chase is cuusumed io 
a few days, no one appearing to pro~ide for the future. They 
employ some of the skins of tLose animals which they kiil for 
duathing, and the others they exchan'.IC for \\hi.~ky. They seldom 
remain in the same situation two vears. 

lfot it is most astonishing to see men distinguished by their 
probity and morality, desert their equals, and go to live in the 
woods. I shall, for example, mention Ct1l. Brown. After 
}ia\'ing rendered essential services to his country during the war, 
t:1is brave commander, ,rhose private and public character 
was equally irreproachable, travelled into Kentucky, y,·hich \ras 
then almost uninhabited, Blil:'. followed bv some hunters, of 
whom I shall hereafter speak, i1e abaudon~d his first residence, 
and buried himself deeper in the forests. The advantageous ac
<:ounts which he gave of these fine countries, sou11 attracted a 
numerous populati011. He ::iftenvards passed on the :..,J i,;~is,,ippi, 
J1nd remained in a patt of Louisiana, then uninhabited ; but some 
11ew !~e=~hbonrs arriving he quitted it, and is now on the l\1issis
si ppi, at a great distance from its mouth, from whence it is sup
posed he will shortly .remove, although ,he is of an advanced 
;ige. 

G:i"Jt Kanhawa, ,,,hich l next visited, is a vi1lage of \'irginia, 
and derives ils name from the river on ,Yhich it is built. 1t is 
tlie most ancient c~tablishment in this part of the Ohio. At a 
little distance from the enti ance of the river is a tield, in which, 
after a great slaughter of the Indians of these couatries, thr 
.Americans buried their dead, which, from its extent, must havt.; 
peen very numerous. 

Chellicothe, about sixty miles of Ga1iip(,l;:;, is one of tlw 
principal places in the N. W. Territory. lt is lmilt on the l1 i'. 

l,ank of the Scioto, in a fine and ricli plain, and the rapid 
increase of its population, would !rnn: placed it among the most 
imp'}! ta:it cities, if ib inhabitants had uot kTH destroyed by 
m,,,;:_,1"rnt fevers. 

lt contains a court of justice and a Protestant church. Tho 
ftreeb are not pa,•ed, but the foot ways arc "\':r preserved. 

Between Chellicuthe and Gallipolis, s::I t .-:prings are found 
of a good quality, arnl in great abundance. .\lom~y being very 
.:,cru-cc, trnde is carried on by barter. 
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GE.!\EVIEVL~ 

0 N the i:2l2d. of April I embarked in a pirogue thirty feet 
long, and three broad. A pirog-ue i~ a s0rt of boat made of 
a hollow tree, which many savage nations employ<>d at the time 
of the discovery of America. The sycamore which grows in 
these countries to an extraordinary size, is the tree most fre
quently used. ·when dried, it is extremely light, and useful 
for no other purpose. Some of. these pi rogues are so -;mall, 
that a man, tmaccustomed to this manner of uavigation, cannot 
stand upright in them, without fear of falling; others on the 
contrary carry besides a number of men, provisions sufficient for 
a voyage of many months. 

Maisville or Limestoue is the first place of any importance 
below Gallipolis, from which it is 140 miles distant. Not
withstanding its advantageous situatiou, it has improved , ery 
slowly. It scarcely contains sixty houses. Flat-bottomed boats 
are Lnilt here in great numbers, and are sent to N cw Or1eaus 
in exchange for grain anrl salt pro,;isions. 

Cincinnati, 100 miles from Li1Uestone, is the capital of the 
state of the Mississippi territory. During the !ong and fatal 
dispute between tlac U uited States and the l ndiau nations, which 
only ended in 1,Y7, it was the head-quarter of the .Ame
ricans. This towu contains ahout three lam<lred houses. ~la

,·ery, which "as not until thflt time tolerated iu this state, has 
been authorized Ly the hl\\s, The cxcessin' price of labour 
has been the caus1' of this inn• ;vatio11, contrary to the consti
tutiu!l of the United States, aud particularly· of that of the 
l\Jississippi territory. 

Ciw:i;11nti is th:: <i, J'<'t of all kinds of mcrcl1;rndise n•_'t.i•:ssary 
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for the consumption of the back settlements. The inhabitants 
give in excbungc the products of their lands, dollars, and skius .. 
These skins are received in payment by the inbbitants of Bal
timore and Philadelphia, aud prepared for the consumptio11 of 
the interior. 1''ort \\-;,,hi:igt,J11, winch i., built at the upper 
extremity of the tmrn, is li1:: Jirst of the cbin of forts wllldl 
extends as Lr as the ·western extremity of the United :-:tatcs. 

For a long time I had Leen very desirous of visiting Ken
tucky; its rapid increase of population, it.-i immrnse \h:alth, fmd 
the number of its towns, all excited my curiosity. 

Eight miles below Cincinnati, i~, the mouth of the ri\·er Ken
tucky. On both banks are some ill-built cottages. The lands 
m·e, ho\\'cn:r, cultivated ,Yith the greatest care; the beauty of 
the corn, the activity of the iuhabitants, and ;he nun:ber of 
Waf,!:gons-in short, ~very thiug contributed t8 convince me tbat 
it merited its reputation. 

Franckfort is a small town on the rin·r Kentuckv. Since 
the establishment of Lexington, its popubtion has ·increa~ed 
but slowly. It is the depot of grain and salt provisions ,•.bich 
are sent to New Orleans. The number of flat-bottomed boats 
built hen', may give an idea of the astonishing exportation 
carried on by this country. Last year they exceeded S50, most 
of which were capable of carrying 250 barrels of 200 pounds 
weigl1t ead1. Besides grain and salt provisions, Kentucky trades 
in tobacco, cordage, iron, pot:ish, salt- petre, gunpowder, and 
earthen ware. At l\c1111:U"ort the assembly of the states is held. 
After remaining in this little tom1, which contaius 1100 inha
bitants, twenty-four hours, I proceeded to Lexington, which 
was distant eleYen miles. On my arrival at Lexington, I wa3 
not a little surprised to find the houses as ,rcll built as any iu 
the United St::tcs. The streets are pa\'ed and ornamented with 
footways. The :-hops arc supplied by the mercha11ts of Phila
delphia aud Baltimore) who receive doliars and skins in exchange 
for the productions of the couutry. 

D.urinq· 1m residence in Kentucky, I visited all the cstablish
m~nts in it~ L~il\irous, which co11trib.ute to the prosperity of the 
country. I was accompanied by an Engli~hmau, a rich and 
well-informed proprietor) who fotetold all the ditlicultie~ to 
which the cessiou of Louisiana would gi\'f' rise. He conducted 
me to the governor of I{rntucky, with whom I had a Ion~ cot!
forence on the subject. There are at Lc),iugton '2500 iuhubita11ts, 
most of whom ar~ cmi.~rants from the ~ortl1ern States. They 
ai t:' in <..::cncrd r.1n.-e hospitaLle and s.Jcialik: than in mu~t p .. ,n,, 
of A.m~·rica. A taste for the scicucc~ aud tlie fine arts par .. 
ticularlv distirnrui-.l1c~ tLcrn from the inhabitants of the interior. 
J ·. u, j .. j: ,n" an~ sold ..,.t a Ju\.- pncr; clothing <Jnly is c \[JL11~i'>f' 

DU LAC,] F 
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Kentuch· ::ends five dqnni,-s to the Congress, ·.Yl1ich, at the rate 

of ~3.'3,000 men for (,tr l1 1 s:-;Ps Hi.5,000-citizens. ThosP who 
con1:;ider that this country t,n. nty ye,ffs ngo formed part of Vir
ginia, and contained only 8000 inhabitants, will be astonished 
at its 11opulation, especially whrn tlwy ren1ember that it has 
not prevented the increase of the other states, although in less 

proportion. The village of V crsail!cs, which I passed in my 
road to Louisville, is pleasantly situated, and the laud culti
vated with care. It is difficult to persuade oneself. that a few 
years ago trees grew where towns are 110w built ; and that the 
Lear and the panther dwdt in those fine countries "hich at pre
sent contain so many inhabitants. The greatest part ot Ken
tach, as ,rell as those countries near the Ohio, t·~perience 
;rnmially great losses in tlieir harvests from the squirrel.;, of which 
there arc prodigious munbcrs. To encourage the c1e...,truction of 
thc::,r> auimals, the as&embly of the different states llas off<;red 
a rev;ard for their heads. 

Louisville, fifty miles from Lexington, is a pretty little place, 
containing from .J, to bOO inhaLitant.;. It is built on the banks 
of the Ohio, on an eminence of more than 100 feet above the 
level of the ri,cr. It is, hm\'ever, reputed unhealthy, 011 ac
count of the numerous morasses which surround it. The consti
tion of Kentucky is similar to that of Virginia. Sb-ery i.s 
tolerated, but the slaves are treated with humanity and kindness. 

Two miles below Louisville are the falls of the Ohio. They 
are occasioned by a chaiu of rccL,, which divide the river from 
one side to the other, and ·which pn· 0:u1t the passage of vessels 
at low water, At this place I n1et with som·~ of my com
panions who ,vcre waiti11g for me. 

From Louis,·ille, the right b::m'.;: of the Ohio as far as its 

m~lith belongs to th~ lndiam, and we no longer s:.m ~:ny habi
tGtH,:;,. The la)1d 1s flat and subject to inund:1tions. After 
trnvell_ing three. days, \Ye had exhau~ted all our fresh provisions, 
and wished to tind some huntsmen, fr,)m whom '"e mir,ht procure 
a supply. In this we \\ ere isoon gratified. We e11 tered the 
first cottage we came to, a.nd tky presented to ns a piece ~f 
bear and a turkey, for \\'luch we gave some sui1 ito and bread. 
l shall give an exact description ut' their cotta2:c~. 

On six large stakes are placd two pol;s alJ~nt ten feet 
lonP, ,d1i;~)1 _support some l:glit _,mod. Lar:;e pieces of bark,. 
i,i°lllch ar2 JOmcd as regular}_.- as tile::., prv,;cn e it from rain~. and 
umic be<~rs' :skins fixed around it, shelter it from storms. 'i11esti 

!,uts, ~vliic~1 are. built in less than an hour, are ornamented 
m the mtc1'inr with ~mall lmrnchcs and "'leaves. Such are the 
h<.>~l:;e~ of some of the fodiaus. Others cqnteut themsGlves in 
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strewing leaves under them, and covering themselves with a 
buffalo's skin, vvithout being anxious for the morrow. 

Twenty-four miles from Louisville is Yellow Bank, and sixty 
miles lower Red Bank. These two places, situated on the left 
}Jank of the Ohio, present 11othiiig remarkable. They seem to 
have derived their names from the nature of the soil on which 
they are built. The original inhabitants were pirates. The 
large cave, which is distant only 1~30 miles from the mouth of 
the Ohio, is considered one of the greatest natural curiosities in 
North America. It is about twelve feet above the level of the 
river, and fronted by cypresses of surprising height, planted as 
regularly as if they had been disposed by the hands of men. 
The mouth of the cave is twenty-five feet high and eighty broad; 
it keeps gradually dimi1,ishing to the C'xtremity, which is about 
1 SO feet distant, where the two sides approach each other 
within six feet. The arch of this vast cavern, viewc·d bv torch
light, has an et;i'chanting appearance. The crystals on ·the top 
re,·erberate the light, aud dazzle tl1e spectator. 

\,\'e next proceeded to I<'ort }Li:.;c;,H·, \Yhich was built by the _ 
C nited States in 1781, to protect the commerce of the Ohio 
from the saragcs. The furl is at present entirely desfroyed. 
Ten miles lower is ,:rilkinsomille, \\ here there is another fo:·t. 
It is the residence of those employed by the custom-house, and 
is the only one which has maintaiw:d a garrison, destined rn.tht-r 
to ,vatch the entry of boats, than to exe:rci~c military fouc~ions. 
At tliis place we provided ourselves \•,:ith a vessel suitable to 
the ~\ lis:-:i.~sippi, and s!,;ilful boatmen; and in three hours after 
our departure we arrived at the mouth of the Ohio. Prior to 
this, our voyage had been pleasant and agreeable, but it was 
uow troublesome and dangerous; the Mississippi being ac
counted one of the most rapid rivers in the world. 

Tlv~ l\l ississippi, navigable to an extent of eight hundred 
lea~:!:ucs, is indisputably one of the finest rivers i11 ~ orth America. 
The muuerous rivers which flow illto it, render its proprietor 
the sole possessor of all the commerce of the N •,fftl:-\Vest part of 
this continent. By mean.; of the Ohio, the inhabitan~s receive 
the products of the \V estern prm inces of the Un:tcd States; 
by the 1lliuois they proceed to Canada; and b~ the Missouri, 
tliere is no douLt but that they may penetrate as far as the coun
tries n:.:ar the Pacific Ocean. 

it is dinicu:t to describe the rapidity with "li:cli the :,Iissis
sippi flln1vs, when S\\'clled l>y rain, or tl1e melting of the snow. It 
is then so Qreat that boats have often descended from Upper 
Lotiisiana ~s fa; as New Orleans in six days, which is n dis~~mce 
of 1 SOO lt:i~r11c:::" 1t:a banks are coYered with the trunks 
of trees, whi:h being concealed by the ,-.·~ltrr, present continual 

r £ 
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danger to navigators. For this reason, capt~ins are ob~iged to 
keep a11 attentive t.'ye, in order to prevent ac,..:1dents, winch not. 

withstandiug their "i~ilancc often occur. . . . 
During the six days that we were in ascendmg the M1ss1s• 

sippi to Saint Genevieve, the· first establishment of any i~n
portance in Upper Louisiana, the men never ceased rowmg 
from morning to night. In the evening, two of the men lighted 
a fire and cooked the supper, and dinner for the next day. lt 
consisted of a piece of bacon and maize, which they call gue. 
This they seem to prefer above every thing. Their beds am 
the skins of bears or buffaloes, in \Yhich they wrap themselves 
in winter, and on which they lie in summer. They make me 
of a co,·ering of coarse cam:ass to prevent the b~te of insects. 

The village of Saint Genevieve, built on the banks of the 
.Mi:;sissippi, experienced in 1782 a terrible inundation, which 
obli<;:c:d the inhabitants to retire two miles iuto the country, and 
buil<l a ne\v village. It~ situation would have been more ·agree
able and healthy, if the houses, jnstead of being built at the foot 
of the hill, had been erected on the hill itsdi. The village 
contains three hundred inhabitants, most of whom are families 
that have come from the left bank, since t;ie limits have been 
fixed between Englm1d and the United States. The right bank 
of the :Mississippi, scarcely known 1i fty years ago, contains 

only a few huntsmen, who have built cottages near the savages 
with whom they trade; that on the right is well cultivated and 
populous. J\ large village built on the river of the Kaskaskias, 
the ruins of which only remain, prove that this country, previous 
to the cession of Canada to the English, contained numerous 
and opulent inb.bitants. The Jesuits had erected an elegant 
conven~, aud Sf'Lt missionaries to propagate their religion among 
the lmhan nations. 

But on tl t:: conclusion of the treaty in 1763, part of the in
habitants rctmrc·d to France, some' ,wiit to Lower Louisiana, 
and others crossed ·the river, and formed au establishment in an 
uninhabitc<l country. This was the first foundation of St. Gene
vieH·. The iilidiit.:1:ls of St. Genevieve are entirclv addicted 
to a~uiculture. Pos!:Csscirs in common of a porti01; of land, 
the fertility of which is wo:1d,·rfol, they sow anrl reap iu a few 
days thc;r yt·ar's suhsi~tc11cc. Th.-y obtain lead from the neid1-
houri11g- mines, with \\foch thn procure clothino- and other 
necessaries. \\'il1:out learning, ~r the desire of learnino·, the 

~out!1 occupy thcm~elves in h11:1ti?1gJ riding, and dancing. 
0

They 
l~vc 111 the grossest ignorance, even of tho-,c things which relate 
to their dearc"t inter~~ts. '.i'he children brought up among the 
savag( '.i, conir::ct their manners, and especially their indolence. 

The Lidian~ that inhabit ~t. Genevieve, knowu by the name of 
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Pcorias, are the remains of a numerous race, almost extinct by 
war, small-pox, and especially hy the use of spirits. Their 
dothing, "hich formerly consistt d of a small apron, mitasses* 
a1:d moksinest made of skiu", has been exchanged for a dress 
1 >f Llue cloth, and mitasscs either ~carlet or blue. Indolent, 
drunkards, all(l thieYes, they only hunt in order to procure 
spirits; the .rt'.,t of their time they spend in eating, drinking, 
smoaking, and dancing. Tl:e "·omen are clothed nearly in the 
same manner as the rnel1 : only instead of mitasses, they use a 
sort of apron, ,vhiC::1 reaches to their knees. 

Cl-UP. VIII. 

CHA\VANo,';s.-HO:'.IAGE PAID TO THE SUPREME llEIXG.-
TREAT.\IE);T OF PRISONERS.-COQUETRY OF THE WO
l\I E~ .-:.IAR RIAGES. · 

1...,HE Chawanons, the most numerous and brave ~f tl1c 
s;n ag<::i, are divided into tribes vei·y distant from each other~ 
One part of the nation, and that which is most considerable~ 
iuh~bits the environs of the lake ~lerhigan; the other is esta
blished in Upper Louisiana, where t .. ·o villages are built, known 
by the nam-::s of the Large and Small Savage Village, the former 
thirty-six1 and the latter forty-eight miles from St. Genevieve, 
They mily go out to hunt iu the early part of .l\ovember. 

The Jar~e village contains four hundred and fifty inhabitants. 
It is built on the top of a hill, at the foot of which flows the 
Pomme river. Their cottages} which are constructed of post~ 
near to each other, and the spaces filled up with clay, defend 
them from the inclemency of the weather. Active, industrious, 
and good hunters, they obLi.11 without trouble clotl1ing and 
trinkets, of which they are very fond. They have akuy5 a 
certain number of horses ready at their doors~ to pursue the 
enemies that come i:o seize on those that are feeding. They breed 
cows and pigs, and cultivate m:..ize; puinpkim, melons, potatoes1 
and corn, 8ufficient for their support the whole year. 

They are often engaged in \\ ar with the Osages, a numerous 
and ferocious nation, whom they never fear, except when sur
prised in the chace. At all other times they never refuse them 
battle, which has so often terminated in their favour, that they 
have now ceased to harass them. In the last v,,ar which the 

'* A sort of pantaloon cfaided i~to two parts .. _ 
t . ..\. sort of sock made of ~qu1rrel skrns, w,11~h re:a~hcd to the anc:le, 

and \'.-~Ls fa~tcned with a piece of skin. 



46 DU LAC'S TRAVELS. 

United lndiarn1 waged against the United States, the 
Chawanons were particularly distinguished for their intrepidity 
and hatred of the Americans. 

The Chawanons are tall, handsome, and well-made.. The 
women, although not handsome, are far preferable to those of 
the surrounding nations. 

The Chawanons, as well as all the other Indian nations, have 
an idea of the Supreme Beino·, which they have received from 
their ancestors. Twice a ye~r they invoke him with feasting 
ai.J dancing. Once at the beginning of spring, ,., heu the grain 
is sown, and also when the maize begins to change colour. 
They believe the immortality of the soul, and that after death 
they will come to life again in another country, where they 
will be in want of nothing :-that they ,~·ill then meet their 
friends and relations ; and that those who have been brave, wiH 
be distinguished with the greatest happiness. Generally mild 
and humane, they treat their prisoners with kindness and com
passion. If they have departed from this principle, it was only 
during their war witli the Americans, at "hich time they burned 
great numbers, after causing them to endure every torture 
which revenge or hatred could suggest. When a prisoner i~ 
doomed by them to die, he is in general burned. lf this bar
barous ceremony takes place ia the village, the ·women prepare 
the instruments of his punishment, and erect the stake to which 
the wretched victim is to be affixed. The women, children, 
and even warriors load him with i1tjuries and ridicule, and after 
making him pass several times around the village, they conduct 
him to the st.!ke. They there beat him~ and wound him with 
spears and arrows; the women cut his nose, his ears, and his 
lips. In a "·ord, they all endeavour to make him undergo a 
thousand deaths, before they entirely destroy him. During all 
this, how does the victim behave ? Not content in braving the pu
nishments, he encourages his enemies to proceed, laughs at the 
pain they cause him to suffer, relates t1) them his exploits, 
threatens them with the vcnr:i:ar,cc~ of his nation, and perishes 
in the midst of torments, wid1out t;ttcri,1g a sigh. 

Of all the savages, the C1~rn ano1:s ace the most attcnti,·e 
to their dress. Like the otlu: . .:r tribes, they out the cartilages 
of their ears, and lengthen them as much as possible, and 
suspend trom them silver trinkets in form of stars. They wear 
on their necks large crosses, and on their heads bands and crcwus 
cove1·ed ""ith. spangles. They use great l} ~.:m ti tits of vermilion 
and black, with which they paint their LoL:ics on festive days . 
. The women wear long hair tied cloBe to their heads, and 

covered V\'itlf skin. They are more careful of their children than 
the other Indian nations. 
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The young women among them, ,rho have any pretensions to 
be~uty, praclise a peculiar kind of coquetry. As i;oon as they arrive 
at the age of puberty, which commonly happens before they are 
twelve years of age, they either keep themselves quite secluded 
at home, or muffle themselves up so, that v:hen they go abroad 
it is impossi~le to see any thing but their eyes. On these indi
cations of beauty they are eagerly sought in marriage, and those 
that have gained the greatest reputation as warriors or hunters, 
generally obtain the consent of tbc family. After this the lover 
repairs to the cabin, where the beauty is lying closely enveloped 
on her couch. He gently approaches and uncovers her face, 
so that his person may be seen. If this be to her mind, she 
gives a smile of approbation, and invites the _youth to lie down 
by her side; if not, she again conceals her face more closely 
than before. The Jover instantly retires, and no longer thinks of 
gratifying a passion, which, among this people, is always ap .. 
proved "hen it is reciprocally felt. 

\Ylien the nuptial ceremony is ended, the new son-in-law is 
admitted iuto the cabin; but is obliged to engage in the chase for 
the benefit of his father-in-Jaw, till the birth of his first child. 
He has the power of marrying all his wife':, sisters as they arrive 
at puberty, or of disposing of them to whom he pleases. But 
the young savage seldom lives lol'ig with his first wife. Often 
before the age of thirty, or thirty-five, he has married and aban .... 
culld at least a dvzeu. 

CHAP. IX. 

SAi ~a LOUIS, CAP! TA L OF UPPER LOUISIAN A.-c A USES 

01'' ITS ESTABLlSlDIEI\"T,-ST. CHARLES.-FLORISSANT. 

-JL'NCTJON OF THE MJS50URJ AND THE MISSISSIPJ"I. 

-VIDEPOCHE.-COM:\IERCE IN SKINS,-DEPARTURE 

FOH. UPPER l\llSSOUR!.-ARRIVAL AT THE KANCES.

TRA D E.-OTT0,'.1' ATOES.-GREAT PAN l S.--MAHAS.-PON

C AS. - ARRl VAL AT THE WHITE RlVER.-CHAGUY• 

E~ N ES.-DEPARTURE FOR ST. LOU IS, 

~,i\ FTER remaining a few weeks in Saint Genevieve, I pro
nt·dcd to Saint Louis, which is Se\'e11ty miles distant. This is 
the most important town in Upper Louisiana. 

Saint Louis, which, both in populaticn ;,nd extent, is equal 
to Saint Ct·ncvic\'e, ought to be considered rather as a little 
tmvn, than a laro-e village. Tlie iulrnbitai:h, employed in trade 
und the fine ar~, seldom ocrupy themsd res in agricultnre. 
The trade in skins would ha\"/:: rendered this a considerable town 
J.u1der any other government than that of Spain. Instead of 
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adding to its prosperity, theyendeavoi_ir ~vent? destroy the sources 
ef wealtli'which nature has placed w1thm their power. 

Saint Louis, founded on a rock on the hanks of the 1\I issis
sippi, and considerably above the level of the river, is a highly 
beautiful and salubrious situation : surrounded by a country of 
exuberant fertility, it might long since have IJ<:·c:m1e th~ gr;;_11ary 
of Lm,ver Louisi~om; though the indolence of the Sp::mbli c?lo-
11ists hardly p: :.;duce grain enough for its own con?umpt10n. 
Squirrel-skins are used in rL1c<.:: of m_oney. 'rhe km6 alone 
pays i~ dollars tl,e expences of the garnso_n, wh1~h. dol s n~t ex.;. 
ceed sixty men, the galley, and the hospital. Smnt Loms, ,is 
well as St. Gcne,·ieve, was only inhauited, forty years ag~, l,y 

Lunters. The same circumstances '"hich i11duced the mb
bitants of Kaskaskias to remo,·e to St. Gene,·ieve, determined 
those of Kaokias to go and reside at S:iint Louis. The-village 
of Kaokias, which derives its name from the river passing throu~! h 
it, was deserted by the French that inhabiL·d it at the time 
of its .,;ession to England. The country, to a great distaii''C, has 
lt.een carefully cultivated by the Americans, "ho haYe bought it 
at a moderate price. 

St. Louis "as very vigorously attacked in 17S0, by a numerous 
party of savages, armed and c0mmanded by the English. Pre
vious to this there ''"as uo kind of fortincation ; but on account 
of so great a proportion of the inhabitants losing their lives, the 
government erected a wooden fort on the mo-;t eL\·~:ted part of 
·the town, and planted some large pieces of cannon. 

},fter Saint Louis and St. Genc,:i, n', S::int Charles is th~ 
:roost important place. it is built on the :,lissouri, three leagues 
:from its mouth, and ,ms th~ result of the emigration of some 
families from St. Louis, who, being hunters by profession

1 
came 

to reside there, in order to be near a country the most abundant 
in game. But notwithstanding the 'be~mty of its situation, the 
salubrity of its air, and the richnc~s of its soil, thev have not 
been permitted to e1tjoy these ach-antages long. The :.\mericans 
came in crowds into the surrounding cou11tn·, wl1ich alreadv 
contains above four hundred families. They ''"~nld have amount
ed to t\\ o thousand, if the go,·ernment had not placed l)Ound5 
to the progress of emigratiun. by subjecting: qrangers to the oath 
of conformity to the catholic church. ~t. Charles i~ surrounded 
with meadows superior to those of St. Louis ; and the lands, 
~Yhich are better cultivated, produce corn, Garley, maize, potatoes, 
ma word, every necesi,:1ry for man and beast. 1"1orissant, which 
is a village twelve miles f::rther, was established einht \'l':irs ao-o 
~y som~ of .the iuhabita!1ts of ?t· Loni:,;, who \YtT: p,;rticularly 
fond of agriculture. from tlrn, place tlte mercl1a11t~ sf'ml "Tain 
to New Orleaus. I<lorissaut would have been more agrce~ble, 
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it the original inhabitants had not ~acrificed every thing to the 
proximity of a stream, which, howcre1·, contains water only 
half the year. They would live in opulence, if they were able 
h l:xdu11ge, at a reasonable rate, the production:; of their lands 
for clothing and other necessaries. The cultiYation of tobacco, 
which the trnders are obliged to bringfrom Lower Louisiana and 
Kentucky, offered to them a rl'~·<n1rce; bnt, like the French 
peasants, they blindly follow the customs of their anc~stors, and 
are e11emies to all i111wnliun. 

The lands bordering the Missouri in thi~ part of Upper Lou .. 
isiana are fine, rich, and healthy; and the farthei· we ascend 
this river, the more these advantages sPem united. The junction 
of the .Missouri with the "'.\Iississippi is a curios;ty which no 
traveller can pa-:s by without admiration. These two powerful 
Rtreams, of ,,·hich the one is always tranquil and limpid, and the 
other muddy and turbulent, seem just bef\)re their union to dread 
the approach of each other. Their coLfrse, which to a certain 
(list:rnce is e11tirely opposite, takes an almost perpendicular di
rection, which continues to the moment of their junction. Then, 
like a furious enemy, the .Missouri rushes 011 his adversary, which 
for some time repels him with a tr:rnquil dignity, and pern}it~ 
not their waters to unite; and, except i1~ case of floods after the 
melti!1g of the sno\\·s, the two streams arc said to flow for sixty 
miles without mixing·, so that the water may he drunk clear ou 
one side, and mud 1lr on the other. 

I had almost fini,;lwd the chapter without nientioning Vide
porh,·; bnt the omission would have Leen excusable. Although 
Luilt in a pleas:rnt situation, and oae n~ry well adapted f>r com., 
merce, the inhabitants p<::--~l·ss 1h,tliing \i ortliy the obse1Tation of 
a traveller: they dispL1y t:t'ilher i11dL1stry nor uctivity; aud if they 
labour, it is ouly through 11ecessity. 

Videpocl1e contains two hundred and fifty inh[lbiuwt ~. not in
cluding the slaves, who are to the number of about tirty. 

The chief commerce of l 'np:._·r Louisiana is c«rrie<l on with 
the savages, w!io inlrnbit the 'rart-.; contir•uo1h to the ~Jissouri. 
The pri11cipal rcndezrnus of the CurnLau merchants on tlie 
nlis:,is•Jippi are the Dog-field, which i~ distant about five hun~Jrr.:d 
mike· from Saint Louis, and Saiut Petcr's Hiver, which is three 
hundred miles farther. The Sioux who a.;,;cmble here <:,,cry 

. V€ar brino· with them skin-., for which they receive in exchange 
gm11:owde;, guns, lfad, vermili0n, a11d tri11~ds .. lJ~fll'.:; (:·-.:~:irous 
to lw acquainted \\'ith the m:n111t·1~ of th,,~~ :~1,·:: rilized nat,, :u'.'!, 
and the-111nde uf their dul11L;s wllh the \\ h1tc,;, l :fitLd out a 
boat and t,Jok on board m1 old trader of the Illinois ri\er. H~ 
had formerly been employerl by lhl' C,imp:11,y,of U_pper : .. L_:souri/ 
~rnl !tat! ascended tlus river farttlt'r than au.;- cme m the coontr~·~ 
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and was well acquainted with the differetrt dialects of the 
sava~es. He informed me of their manners, custom~, and cere
nwmes. 

During his residtmce in these distant parts, the king of Spain 
offered JT\\ ards to those traders that would give him the best 
a-ccount of these then unknown nations. But notwithstanding 
these, the ge\·-.:·rnmcnt have done nothing for the advance1m~nt of 
trade or public information. All these mem?irs are ~ept in !he 
archives, from which I have made some cunous aw.l 111ten:stmg 
extract3. 

On the 18th of May. JR0'2, having received ten men on 
board, and loaded my boat with every thing reqnired for the 
sa,ages, viz. woollen clothing, blue and scarlet cloths, gt:n~) 
gunpowder, lead, vermilion, copper cauldrons, kni\·es, wines, 
and silver trinkets, I procrerled ot1 my passage. 'The banks of 
the 1\1 issouri, for six miles, crn! L:in neither \·illages nor houses;. 
but the lands appear of an exct·llent qu:.ility. ..:\t 117 mile~ 
from the mouth of the :Missouri, is seen the river of the Great 
Os or Osages. HaviHg a<;ccnded it ~-10 miles, ,·re su·.r hro 
villages, which \Yere the mo·:t populous on the south bank. 
Thirty miles farther we found their old vilb;cs, which are now 
almost entirely destroyed. They were forced by the SiotL"{ to 
abandon them, and to retire into the interior. 

At a little distance from the old villages, on the opposite 
bank, i~ seen the Great River. It is above forty fathoms wide 
al its mouth, and llavi~,1ble ,vith boats above 300 miles. \Ye 
remaiued here t,\·-:·ntv-·fou:- hours, in order to renew our stock 
~ir r:ovisions, \\ hich ·was En1;/ nf':trlv exhausted. Two or three 
11111:,, from frti Great Hjn-r is a piace, called by the savages· 
\\ ;1:·',·:r1!0 (harbour of :,;eqwnt8). 1 "a:-. ,lrsirous 0f knowing 
::·hcthn it dcser<:cd the wrn1t·, and 1:1t·refore walked ·with my 
mterpreter to tlie p1~1n·. Rut on this point I was in a short time 
perfectly s::tisfo.cl. \Ve embarked next rnorni~1g, and arrived 
m tlirct· tb_;-s at tbt· river of the Kauet:s. Thi::. river is uavi
gahle at aH -,·t·a~:oll:-: t(i the extent of 500 miles. 

T.i1(' Kanees are tall, h:1 ncLmne, , i~orons, and Lr::1n·. The\' 
are at·ti•:p and good hunter:;, aud trali~' i.:; carried on with them 
by thi· \\ hites \\ if Lout daiwer. 

• \Vlie11 a trader arrivt·s ·at\ villa:re belonrrino· to these nations 
h. fi b . • ~ O ~ ' 

1s p;t usmess 1s to make pn·s•.:'nts to the chiefs, before he 
fond): L.i~ r.1, rcl.:.;11H.lise. He is tiit-n permitted to construct his 
c~bi:1 ~ .. auy l:an ,of the vilb:;e "l1id1 lie r'.t.aso, and to open 
lus shop. \,\ hen che prin·s of tltt· articles which he brings for 
s~ile are once fr.;_-.·t\, 110 vari:: '.ious whatsoever ~r~ aftetwards 
}'':rrnu.ted. ·' \'li,·n ?. sa','agt' enter~. the trad~r's cu~1n, Le lays 
,~1

1
·, 11 \!w skms wlu\:h. he has tu tllspose of, aud :1~· · . .:; on the 
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;1rtides which he prefors. Each skin has a conventional \'a1ue. 
,rhat they call a plu, is equal in value to a dollar. Thus, t\rn 
goat-skin~ make a plu, an otter's ski11 two pla. As the prices 
are regulated by the plu, t\.c: c is never any difficulty in the :rdLc. 

All the person~ of di.,t:1ictiu:1 seemed anxious t'J i;hew their 
regard for me. They feasted !:1e by turns; and, according t,) 
their customs, offerc:.d me their daughters. I ,wceptu:l 'those of 
the '.~reat chief, whom 1 was afraid of disple::<n'..'. by a refusal, 
and made preseuts to the rest. Among the questions "bich 
this people put to me ,, as the followl!g: " Are the people 
of your cqnntry sLt\ cs to their wins like the "'bites with whom 
'"e trade?" Being f• :1.:rnl of losin~ my Cf'edit if [ did not appear 
superior to the other Whites, l replied, that they lo\·ed their wives 
'"ithout bc1111 their slaw·~ ; and that lhev abandoned them when 
they were ck1iciu:t in their duty. The· tritii11g presents that I 
made to the chief's dau'2:hters gained me great reputation for ge
ucrosity, which in no country can be ohtii::cd at a cheaper rate . 

.Afrcr rcmal!1i11l here t\\'clve days, I departed for the mouth of 
the river K:a:cc-,, "·liere \re dug a hole, in \\·liicl1 "e deposited 
our skins, so tL:,t they might uot incommode us in our -royage. 
Thirty-five miles farther .,\·e found one of the old vilbges of the 
Ranees, and twenty-two miles beyond the other. 'Three miles 
before ,re arrived at the last Yillage we perceived some iron ore. 
1 intended to have essayed it on my return, but an accident unfor
tunately happening, prl \ Clitcd me. The savannah of St. l\lichael 
commences a Jittle lii

0
her up, extending to a great distance into 

the couutry, an~i occupyin; :m extent of twenty-four miles on the 
river. Fro:a thence to the Weeping River, (which is one hu11dred 
::mi forty miles di.stant) 11othing is found worthy the atteution of 
a traveller. As I proposed visiting the Ototatoes, and after
wards the Great Panis, I left the boat, accompanied by my inter
preter alld a sailor, and p1m,ued a path al,rn[~ the forest a;; far as 
the river. The fo!!v,\ illg evening"• e arrived at the old villages of 
the Ototatoe:,. There v,ere scarce am: remains of this nation ex
btm6. The Sioux lwve forced tli\_";11 to retire to the north, 
where thev have fixed their residence for nrnm· ,ean,;. \\'e saw 
some of tilL'lll, \\ho received us with kindnes~: a11d supplied us 
with fresh provis10,1s in e~cba1,µ;c t',)r trinkets, &c. 

If I 111ay judge of the rest or· this nation !Jy those that I s:rn·, 
they are ugly and ill-formed. The Plate H.iver, on which their 
,;illage is built, i~ 11e:1i ly as brp.c as the :.'\iissouri; but it is so 
shallow, and ib curre1it so rapid, that it can only be na\ iQated 
from ,r:r i;1'.: to the be~irn1 1 i1,: of summer. Its sources are in the 
rnoum\in~ ~uf Upper :,Icxic7J, not far from tlrnt of the Santa f~~ 
\Ve nnlv remained tbirt,.-;j:,..: hour., ,vith the Ototatoes, and conh-
1:w"d vl;r vopgc on tht. ·iJhte Ri,·cr to the Great Panis) \vhcre we 

0£ 
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arrived in three days. As there was very little ,ntrr, the sailors 
were oblicred to raise up the J,<1:1t, and haul it thirty or forty 
fathoms in the gravel. \Ye were better received by the Great 
Panis than ,,·e had even been by the Kanecs. They were at 
war with the nation called Hepubhcans, and had 011ly a small 
mtmber of fire-arms, without any povrder. \Ye supplied them 
·with some, in exchange for beavers\ wolves', and s1.1uirrels' skin_s. 
\Vhen any one arrives among those 11ations that are c::g·agcd m 
,var, he must be careful not to shew any arms except tliust: he 
intends to sell, otherwise he will he in danger of having them 
seized. The Great Panis are nut so tall as the Kanees. They 
,are active, and good bunters; and they would kill more game 
if the \\'hites came more frequently to trade with_ them. Their 
manners very closely resemble those of the h.anees. I was 
present at the burial of a person of distinction amo11g them; but 
as this ceremony is the same among all the savage uat10us, I shall 
defer the accom1t of it for the present. \re only remained c1.,_J1t 
<1ay:s among the Great Panis. On our return to the )J issouri, 
we landed at the mouth of the Plate River, at a fort built 
by the company of the Upper Missouri, in the year 17~Y2. 
,ve left there some furs, and proceeded 011 our Yo:,a~e. Tweuty
six miles higher up is s<'t:ll the first river of the ',iou~. lt is 
navigable only to a small distance, and derives its source near to 
the Monis, which flows into the Missisippi. 

Ni11ety miles beyond the first river of the Sioux, seven hundred 
and thirty-five miles bcyoml the mouth of the .Missouri, is the Ma
l1as river and villages. This n: tim1 suffered exceerlingly in l 80 l by 
the smaJl-pox. The vilbge i ... situated in a fine plain, one league 
from the :Missouri. The :i\lahas have nothing to distinguish them 
from the other savages. They have few fire-arms, and are there
fore obliged to restrain their Jove of ,,var. Although I had no 
})crs~ motives for complaint, yet I found them Jess affabl~ thall 
the Ifflhecs and the Great Panis. We supplie<l them with gun
po\\·der, bullets, vermilion, and trinkets, m exchan:~l' for 1,ome 
buffaloes' flesh, of whid1 "e salted about three hu,:,:1 cd puunds 
:.n::i;.:,ht. 

'l\~'O days previous to m~· _depart~\fe f was p:·c:--l'nt at their pre
paratIOns for a war expcditwn \\h1d1 they wne goino- to make 
against the l\liarnis llatwns. l ate there, for the tir~t rime in my 
life, dog's flesh, with \rhich the:, always regale therns~ ln.:, on these 
.occasions. J\lthough this food ,,as extrt1!1rlv di~:,"recab-le to 
Jn~, I w:1s obliged to cu11;:n,'11d and prai~t' it. · l ti ( ~uently en ... 
. qmred of them then a~ons of this custum, but conld !h.:\ er obtain 
~i:;y thing satisfactory; they said that tht'y du ived the custom, 
from their ancestors, and that, if they 11.i,1:ttd it, they would L:\ 1 
iµ their undertaking;. 
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Twenty miles from the .\Ia}nc; River, is the second river of the 
Sioux, and sixty miles farther, the.-emains of the village Petit-Arc. 
lt '.ms built by a ~lulias chief of the same name, who, in come
quence of a dispute ,11lith some of his tribe, came with his family 
&nd friend-", and formed an estahli:shment. TlH·::ic, after his death, 
finding themselves too weak to resist the Sioux, ,•1:ho came to lay 
the~ under contribution, joined themselves to this nation, from 
'\\'h:ich the_v are no longer separate<l. Three miles below the 
Poncas viih~~e is the Rapid River, which is at its mouth seventy 
fathoms ,.-. dt>. It is so rapid and shallow, that it cannot e\cll be 
Jiavig~ted by .1 boat. · The Poncas nation, to \\hich I walked from 
!he Hunning River, contains three hundred and fifty warriors, not
withstauding the ravages of the small-pox. One of my crew had 
.a pair of silver ear-rings, on \\ hich a youn:~ savage appeared to 
liave fixed his heart. He offered him in exchange furs of more 
than twenty times their value. Uut: no offer se1:.med snflicient, 
and 110 importuuity co·uld prevail. He \\a.1 laid the possessor, 
shot him in the neck with an arrow, and left him for dead. He 
stripped off the ear-riugs, and proceeded with an air of satisfaction 
to me, and presented ,vhat he had btfore offered for the trmkets, 
which ,vere then suspen~ed from his ears. As ~ :;on as 1 was 
i'hformed of what had happe1wd, [ hastened to the spot, and found 
the sailor motionless, and almost dead; the arrO\v ~till rem·,iHcd 
ju the neck. One of the savages extracted it from the wound, 
on which he laid a plant which he had previuu~!y mai-ticated, 
and made some signs to implore, as he said, the aid of the great 
i\Janitou ,;;:. 

On my r'-·~urn I found the whole crew under arms, preparing 
to re,enge themsehcs on the supposed muru::rcr. l ,,ssured 
them that the wounded man would rcco,·cr, and by this means 
.1 i.:i:J,,red them more calm. The tl<':,t day he ;,.as p1 :·kctly 
recorered, ::ml therefore we judged it proper to emLJ;·k, :md 
ascended the ~iissouri as far as the \Vhite Hivcr, whid1 l had fixPd 
as the boundary ~f my voy:i;:e. \\·e licre fouml a p::rt of the 
Ch1guyt!n1e nation, composed of about oue hundred and_ twenty 
men. 'i'he greatest part of them having 1.cn·r sccu ~ white man .• 
looked at us and our clothing with the greatest astomshment . 

.r\t a little dijlance from the mouth of the \\'hitc Rm:r, I pPr-
1.:r:ivcd a mountain, more elevated tliau an): of those on the ban.ks 
-:.,f the 1Ii-;suuri. Tbe weather being c:-;trcmd_y tine, J took with 
me two Lw:.crs, my interpreter, and a ~·01rng savage for a g~i~c. 
\\.hen ,1c lwd ~-,cuidt'd it l1alf \\a\', the cold became H'I} s, 11~1 .. tl,1, 
,rn<l we had brou·r!it nothi1w to cideud us from it. J\ly compa, 
,1ions Jightecl a Jatge fire, 11c;r to v. hich ,1 e slept <luring the I!l~j;L 



At day-break we contim1cd, and ucforc sun-rise had gained the 
summit. The green '.~ hich smronnded us, presented the appear
ance of a calm ~ea. Son.1e of 111y companions h:P:ing shot a calf 
and sonw squirrels, we re~·aled our.;;clv0 s on them. 

I proposed to employ some little time iu raising a monument, 
,, hich might one d.ty attract the attention of travellers in those 
,l!,.;;:,nt cou:!tries. For want cf stone l u:cd ")Jd: and having 
t"Ut some ced:irs, QO iuchu, iu di:,llH t, :·, cleared the truuLs, and 
made tkm square: these we :,;xt-:1 in tlw grouud, so that each 
:-id,~ was turned towai·ds (l!K ({ the four canima! p1)iHL,, On one 
:-ttlc I engraved my rnnne, w;tii this i:hcriptiunJ .\1i,:s ,·:;._[11,;i,'Pi11(i; 
on another, those of all my tT: :pnni,Ji,.:;; on a110tbtr, lleu et ~a
tili'{C; and on the f,ntrth the date of l•!lr arrival. 

On the COth of August \'."'~ s2t out t:__\ rdurn to St. Loui"; 
from ,Yl:icl: we had been absent ;h,::e m.:mtl1',. \,\ihen ,., c 1c;1cl:cd 
1l1e river nt the Kanees, a110. \\·en' occur:, ;~ in L1km,'..!" on ln::rd the 
furs that we had d,,pu-.:ited tl!. re, ,ve s:n,; a pa: ty of the S:oux 
~pproachin~; we t!H tc·fun' inn11c,'.i:dcly n·imli:1rL('d, !c:1·,ing some 
of the lca:-:t valuable· f•::·: b::iiind. \re had hardiy ~:.iined the 
( 11>:!osite shore when ,n.: were ~al11ted ·with :1 discLar;..;~· of 1:w.~

t1~1~try; Lut 11ight coming on, the s:,:.-ages al.)andonul llilir 
pur:-uit. 
· This wa~ the ot:1) art of Iiostili:y that we eKperirnced on our 
re Urn tn St. Louis, where we a:-;1\, d on the '2U:.h of September. 
Jt is lllil:t•:'< ,~:iry for me to :-:iy, that after a n1_\;ig,· of f(lur 
months, durin.~ which time I h:1d uo other bed but tb~ ground,. 
110 utht;r 'drink L:..1t water, r n •iuircd tiome resi. 

TT'.\DE OF THE ENGLISH IN XORTH A1IERH'\.-TR\Df: OF 

LOUISIAJ'i'A O:\' THE ;\[!SS01:R1.-ru:s FUUNlSHED BY 

'EArH ?\ATlON.-AllYA~TAGI:S OF Ffl.-\:'\rE OYER E:-.G

LA ND IN THE fU It TRA DE,-DI~FIC CLTJ ES EX PE Ill ENC ED 

BY T I-1 E ):: :'.\r G LT S H IN RE.\ CH Ii\ G T II E .:..I IS SIS SIPP I. 

1""HE cou!1tries to the north of the Fnited States, which pre
~ent to the view of tr:!Ydlc:rs nothi11~ but immense lakes, mma
vigable rivers, mountains of ice, a11rl desnt pbins, c1.in red the 
greatest part of the yrar wilh snow, ki\ ,. oprnul to the En~.!'lish a 
greater source of \\·ealth than enn ll:,' mi1ws of _:\j exico aud l\ ru. 

Canada, crclrd to the English in J ,<i.;, k,s a,:-.Ullll d a new 
form. The lands, which are cultirnkd with t:UiT, m·:d all ethers, 
and the st1perb r;,ns that \\alt'r-it, bring to them, d:1ilv, ;!!tick; 
of the greatest Y:ihie. Smrcunded by sa\'ages, ~1g:ti1.1!-t \\ i;o:-e 
attacks they must al" :~ys Le prepar~d, the l·'r:.'lH.:h, only r., ,i:,t1;1g: 
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to t11eit mrn strength, went ot:t frn m their habitations "ith fear, 
and dared ,1 1'" cultivate lands whch thn ,v1·1c unable to defend 
The h1•c.L,t1, on t'.ie cu:itr.,ry, ham obtained frirnds ru~.1 u 
T~!-i!-t them, if rcqnired. E11couragcd b.' their succc :-':c.·;, they 
have pcnllrated farthC'r into the c.ountrv ; not a !,iw',!c stream but 
i:-: covered with thir boat'., not a Jal:e hut tlwv 'iia\·e crossed, 
although some, f, 1,n~ their ex~e1:t and (kpth, m;y be compared 
to seas. At prese11t t~wy are ~tdl ,:d-.·,rn,-iug ; every year increases 
•/,. ir trade and tLl-'ir wealth; aud their desires seem to enlarge 
,vith their abundance. 

After the ccs:-ion of Car:,Hh. a I C""1'.•11-cc still remained to 
Fra11c,'. to enter into a competitio,n \\'ith England in the valuable 
commerce of furs. \Vhy did the gm·cr;liit(~Ht, badly informed of 
it,; true interests. g·iw· up to '.·\~ain a cdon_v, 1:xpcn~ivc to i.t:,,m -in 
account of its bad :t. lministratioa, but ·1, l1id1 could !Jut fail oue 
,by to be of the grt:atcst import~1:,ce? 'I'he Mississippi, w!:ich 
rcmainc:.1 in th·ir µ,,,.-., r, 0ffued snflit'ient rf·',1urces to make Uf" 
f,:r the rncrif:ccs of l; fi."3. But cornplaiut:- :tre Y:1in. Vv hat the 
government then did_. \Yus thought most advantageous to the 
general intcie.'-it. 

Tr:1de is carried on by Larkr ,., iil1 the rlifferent savage natiomr,. 
by wlwm the greatest part of America is at tl1i5 day inhabited. 
Si1,•-.:e their intercourse\\ :1h the \\"JJ1,.: s, their wants have induced, 
them to adopt a more active life. They have thrown off their· 
old clothi1i; to adopt a m·w; their bo\.vs and arrows have beeu 
1, placed by guns 'tud rifles; the juices of pbi1 t;, with which 
they painterl their 'bo<lies, have Lecu excbw ed for colours mmm
factured in Enrnoe; and lastlv, the re fr,· \in'.~ }J(:verage whid1 
j)ft~t'.IH'd tllt'ir l~caJths and ii\'i:·;, h~Vi.: givrn place to strong 
spirits, whid1 burn and de~truy tl" ;,:. 'lTe English, to satisfy 
these new demands, have c~:t tl1t1-),l·ti dep{,ts in many parts of 
Canada; by means of which, the pn,dnce of tLeir manufactorit·s 
is circulated in the western and northern pall~ of North , \me-
1·ica: to wliicl1 the merchants of t:pper Louisiana go, ~11 a great 
expence, to provide themselves \Yith necessaries, :fl exchange for 
furs of the finest quality .. 

The objects of tL1d,:: are, blue and scarlet cloths, vermilion,
guns, balls, gunpowder, copper kettles, knives, black fcatlll'1';, 
hats fur the chiefs, silYer aud tiu tri11kets, and blue, red, black, 
and "!titc ribands, ,Yhich are u::;--,l nc\usively by the women. 

These are all the articles scut by the Euglish, "hich are sold 
to th<> traders of Louisi;qia, at a higlt price. The mt>rcha11ts who 
come from (J.ud.,c·c or .Montreal to this 1,·1;:\t, arc sul,:jc-c'. .d to 
much troulJle, delay, and ex11 nee, a-; their !i,J:,i.s must b~ luaded 
aud uuloaded thirty-six times, and car~-~~<l, as well as :ie ~ner
c!ialld i~:c, on the ni:·ii's shoulders to d11tc,·;:nt du; . .it.'l''i. l•rom 
St. Louis, the cc1.l11.; of the cornmL:ru; of C 1;pcr LJui~i.11;:1, to 



DtJ LAC'S TRAYELS. 

}3.:chilmakina, there is not, it is true, but one transportation; 
Lut each boat, proviJed "vith five men, only c?rries three thousand 
wci:.::ht of merchandise, aud cannot return m less than three or 
fou1:' mouths. Besides the profit of the merchant, which is. 80 
or 90 r,er cent. on the London price:i;; three thonsand weight 
bectrs a;1 augmentation equal to tbe wage:~ and e:xpence of five 
men for ~'rmr months. 

Some, no doubt, will be surprised to hear that f.ve men be
longing to the boat, after it i~ cleared, ca~ry it on their shoulders 
for many miles : but their astonishment wilt cease when they are 
informed that these boats are constructed of the bark of the birch 
tr<'e, sti ot~~ly joined with rosin, and supported by slight ribs. 
Tlw,e arc 01;:y employed for the navigation of the lakes and 
Jivers. Some are twenty-five feet long and five broad, and ouly 
wei~h four hundred pounds. 

The nations inhabiting the ba11kof the .Missouri, with vvhomalone 
t11e merchants of Louisiana trade with advantage, are the Osages; 
t'i,· 11tm1ber of whom able to bear arms are, one thousaud two 
hundred ; the Kanees, four hundred and fifty; the Republicans, 
three hundred; the Ototatoes, three hundred and fifty; the Great 
Panis, five hundred; the Loups, two hundred ; the Mahas, -:ix 
lnmdred ; the Poncas, three hundred ~ the Ricaras, one thousanc!. 
The .Mandannes, Chaguyenues, and l\I:miataris partaLe very little 
of trade. They only carry it on by means of other nations, that 
buy their furs to sell to the \Yh itcJ. 

All the;:,c nations united, form a mass of about five thousand 
hunters, who supply Upper Louisiana in the following propor
tion: The Osages, eight hundred bundles of squirrel-skins, and 
one hundred and fifty of fine skins. The Kanees, t\rn hundred 
squirrel skins, and forty fine ; the Republicans, one hundred and 
forty, of ,,hich ten are fine; the Ototato-es, one hundred and 
sixty, of ,,hich 20 are fine ; the Great Panis, one hundred and 
forty, of which 10 :.1re fine; the Loups ci~;"'-1ty; the l\Iahas, tlm::~ 
hundred and ten, of which 40 are fine; tlie Poncas, seventy, 
and six ii:1,__·; the Paducas, fiftv, and six fine; and the Ricaras, 
fif~y, almos~ all fine, and of a superior quality, on account of the 
annuals bemg taken ,·cry far north. Tims the commerce v,·ith 
the people of the .:.Jissouri anhnmts to about '20,000 I'rench livre~ 
:llll1! :~ill\'. 

?--'o t~1e trade of the 1\lississippi the En.~~!ish can haYe no 
cla~m, Sll1Ce the f:lCOple \Yith \\"hom they trade pmrnc tlieir game 
entirely on the nght hank; and their rendezvous :we, as before 
stated, at the .Dt)g-field, and at the mouths of the rivers situ
·~ted in ,_tl1t territory <_lf Loui::;:.rna. The French merchants pass 
trom Nn-v Orleans m flat-bottomed boats, which are able to 
reach any part of t::e l\.iississippi, "·ithout t'Jt. iuin;~ ~rn ad,·::i.ntage 
of more than ten or t '.\ 1·l V,' per cent. .is well on account of the 
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small numbers of men crnpluyul, as their not being obliged to be 
u11l1 >aded. 

The Enji,.Ji mncli:111di~c, on the contrary, from Quebec to 
l\1 icl1ilmal,i11:i:;, i:; i1,n1 ::~L·d ~J per cent. 1''rom thence to the 
no:~-1icld, it experie11ccs un advance of 7 per cent. The 
h I nch tht>n pos:-:t:~s an adrnutagc of •20 per cent.; and do not em
ploy above t\Yelll)-five rneu tu comlu..:t the same quantity, for 
\\ h:1 h tlie Engfo,h 1-e<1uire 11inct_y. 

1L<d1-.,, the boats employed by the English are small, and 
iucapable of carrying heavy loads ; therefore, great numbers are 
ff(Jllir::>d, while those of the French are considerably larger. In 
tbe second place, the English require the same time to return as 
to '.-!"o, viz. four months; while the Freuch return from the Dog-
1idd to ~ cw Orlcaus in one mouth. 

To render this truth more clear, let us suppose eight thousand 
wcigl1t of merchandise set out from Qnel,ec and :Kew Orlcaus on 
the tirst of )\ugust : the English will require sixteeu boats, each 
with four ro\\·en; and a captain. That which left X ew Orleans 
is embarked in a large boat, which only requires eighty rowers and 
a captain. The French will arrive in three months, while the 
English require four and sometimes five. 

The nations with whom the English trade on the ~Iississippi 
are the Scioux, who furnish them anuually with hvo thousand five 
hundred l)l111cl!es of skins, one fourth of which are of the finest 
({'tality. The Sues and Henards also furnish about one thousand 
bu11dles of l:iquirrd-skirn,. The }fouis to the number of three 
hundred hunters; the Oyoa, four hundred and fifty; and the 
Peraus, three huudred ; barter about eight hundred bundles, 
most of which are fine. These nations, who inhabit the banks of 
the ri·.-ers from ,vhich they dcr~ve their uamcs, are less ferocious 
,irnn the Scioux., aud trade j:, carried on with them \'Vithout danger. 

CHAP. XI. 

co,·1:HX\IE'.'sT OF t:PPEP. L'>ClSL\NA.-EXCLUS1YE PRI

VILEGES,-PLA:vrs PECCLIAl{ TO LOUlSL\~.\.-MAPLE 

SU(;AH. - D:\:,.. C.EROCS HEl'TlLES. - Ill.ACK .BEAUS.

{; HA s E.-J AG U :\ I~. --- 13 t; l'1 A LO, ---1\1 A!\1.'.\lOTII, OR Al\l EH.I .. 

C.\ N .f. LU· Il A.\ 'l'. 

,rl-, 
H E government of U ppPr Louisiana, like that of all the 

utl1u· Spanish colu11ie:;, i8 military. He~aining within itself the 
ci\i! and jud;cial pmrns, the d~llg~tk ot th_e goven~ment may 
be eitlu.:1 gcuJ or lxlll, ju~-t or 1,11y1,t, :1b11..;c lns ~~ut.honty, or keep 
hi1w-1:1t· witl1ia the li1uits of 1w, o'.k,· He 1s m no dread Qf 

JJi; LAC,] U 
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being repri1mmdc<l Ly his superiors, who are frequeutly as cul-
pable as himself. · 

Far from encouraging population, they seem already bnrthened 
with the few peop!c that inhabit it. In vain does the Spanish 
government .i:,,sl'rt that the interest which it takes in Louisiana, 
is on account of the produce ,rhich it yields; instead of being 
any adn111tage, it is a great expence.-But this couutry is a barrier 
which the prudent proprietor :,,upports at a great cxpence, to 
preserve his fields from a dangerous neighbour. These reasons, 
specious in appearance, are futile, when attentively examined In 
the first place, Louisiaua produces noll1ing. I have heard a rich 
proprietor complain that he had not reaped a11y thing, when he 
ought to begin by statiug that he had not so,red any thing. One 
tenth part of the sL11ns expended for forty years "·onld have 
entireiy changed the appearance of this country, if it had been 
wiseh· employed. Tt p,,~.·s no taxes ! but what are moderate 
taxe8.to a people protected in tb,ir labour an<l irn\i~tr_y? .Money 
in circulation, ,Yhich is continually 1:eturning to its source, far 
from injuring the prosperity of a country, contributes to the 
public ,~ealth and opulence. Louisiana is, I grant, a barrier to 
preserve the rich Spanish possessions in -Mexico : but ,Yhy 
remove its guardians ? Why, under the pretext of religion, stop 
those that offer tlwmselv<'s, while they ought to be assisted and 
encouraged? Jn fact, if there e:,.;i:-ts a 60,·1·ri;me!lt blind t0 its 
own interests, and those of its wbjects, it is undoubtedly the 
Spanish. It is poor, while possessing mines that enrich the uni
Ytrse ; without brt:'ad, while enjoying the most fertile lands ; 
without manufactures, with thousands of hands unemployed; in a 
word, without weight in the political balance of Europe, while 
it has the means of making ibclf feared and respect: d . 

. Agreeable to the Spanish system, the trade with the s~1rnges 
is carried on lJy exclusive privileges, which tl1e governor- ;c·
ucral ought to grant as a recompence for ::-:enicl's, but which, 
iu truth, are disposPd of to the best bidder. This rio-ht of sale is 
reckoned among the emoluments of the office ; the salary of 
,rhid1 is barely sufiicicnt to maiutain him, although designed 
to make his fortune. 

The exclusirn privileges ought politically to be consiflered as a 
disease tending to dissolve the social body, by encouragi11g an 
estrangement of the people from a government which tolerates 
them. i-\s relating tu commerce, thev must be regarded as the 
source of iudoleuce, aud abolition df industry. '!'he Spanish 
government, in order to justi(y exclusive privileges, adduces t! ut· 
or apparent .mo~\'es. lu.l~1c fi~st place, the necessity of keepi11g 
the :savages m L pper Loms1.ma m a state of dependance; so t1rnt, 
ou the fin,t symptoms of discontent, all communication might be 
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stopped, and all 1:1can, of attack or defence remo\·ed. Secondlv 
h . .. . .I . ·' 

t ~ 1m1_11on:11ty oi n_1ost t:-~:ucrs, who~e jcal, ,ll~ll"- and competiti 011 ., 

da1!y gin· nsc ~<_> < mnes; nnd "d10 ofo·u I c)ui11 unpunished b) the 
facility of C!-,ClI ;1:g the laws. TlJi:dL, the rn, :,ii" which exclusive 
privilep;es afford to rccornpe11sc ~;en.ices to the state, without ex
l1a11,t;1. ~ it-.: cob i.:;, or dimiuishi1:g ;ts i"t:\'CHllt'S. 

The two for:,wr reasons l>ear iu them some : . .q:p'.·,:r:rncc ofreality, 
lmt tL,~se are far from countcrbalaiwing the :,hu~t·:, tliat result 
from cxcl11siYe pri\·ileges. As to the third, it is so opposite to 
n-cci~·e~ principles, so_ adv~rse to good sense and sound policy, 
that 1t 1s sc~,H.:eh credible It ,Yould ha\'e l.H:eu a,hanced in the 
nineteenth cu:tn~·v. It is 0111v necessarv to behold the hinrruid 

~ ~ J e 
:,tate of C pper Louisiana, to be co11vinced of the abuse. The 
inhabita11ts, jealous of each other, iw,tead of employing means of 
acquiring property, only think how to destroy it. Those only 
L, i11g rc~peded whom the government fayours, they are conti
m1ally calcnlating by what calumny or i11trigue they may obtain 
that favour, which alone opens to them the paths to fortune: and 
\\ hen these reflections do not give birth to crimes, there always 
uri,es an apathy and indifference, the best consequence of which 
is an unbounded idleness. From this source flow intemperance, 
drunkenness, debaucher_y, gaming, in a word, the total corruption 
of pu.blic manners. Forced to linger in indigence, their 
talents remain hidden; and those happy dispositions which nature 
has imphnted, produce no advantages either to their families or 
their country. 

Upper Louisiana, situated in a temperate climate, produces 
the same plants as France, and also some that are peculiar to the 
c)untry. Among the latter, the maple !,eems to merit particular 
atteution. This tree, which grows in Jow and rich lands, furnishes 
a sweet juice, from which sugar is extracted, ,_1lthongh in some 
dc;rcc inferior to that obtained from the sugar-cane. In Fe
brnary and .March, the inhabitants of Louisiana and the \\'estern 
Statt::s of .1\mcrica reap this profitable han-est. As soon as 
the r:1ys of the i-un have acquired sufficient force to penetrate 
the l'arth, the sap circulates in the maple in such abundance, 
that it would force an outlet if one was neglected to be made. 
}'rom this flows a liquor, which being collected by travellers gave 
rise to the opinion that it contaiued something more than the 
common sap of plants. Experiments soon discov~red its valuable 
,;ualitic-:. The following 1s the mode nf preparmg the sugar:-
. ., \ :, soon as tlie winter has given place to a milder season, the 

i1ibbit,:11h who wish to obtain sugar, tran<-port their families to 
tlir wo.,ds, arnl there erect huts. Their firs_t care is to provi_de 
tl:t 1m,·iH·~; with troughs. Afterwards they pierce each ~ree with 
an ~ugcr of about half an inch in diameter. Some require to be 
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p:erced in six pl~c·es, others only in hrn_. "·11l'J1 t11f' :..:e:u:en is 
favourable, that 1s to sav, whn1 cold mghts sucn:ec.J fme days, 
the maple£< till the holes· fO pierced, three tinws. in twenty-four 
)lours, with a juice. very strongly imp_regn~ted ~,·ith rn_gar: L_ut 
wh_en, on the contrary, the WC'atl:er 1s ramy, it loses m q11ahty 
.and quantity. When enough is collected, it is pland u1 a pot 
over a fire aud evaporated. The residue forms :.i ple~s:mt ~:rnp, 
,,·hich has been employed with snccei;;s at Paris, fo1 colds, &.c. 
under the title of the " Sirop du Canada." 

It would be difficult to relate tl~e numerous plants" hich grow 
in this fine part of the ~ ew \\' or1d. The Indians h~l\'e no 
,other pharmaceutical preparations than those which nature has 
provided, and yet there is harclly a wounrl or bite, howe,:er 
venemous, which they have not simples that will cure. With 
.some of these thev will oftm remove tl1e 1110!-t oustinate m:.ila. 
dies ; and even tl;e veurreal disease is ~aid, "hen ir.i its \\ orst 
state, soon to yield to the virtue,, of their plant~. 

I saw an Indian who had been wounded in a skirmish, ~md 
,continued his retreat \\ ith his comrades, though thy wrnt at 
the rate of si:stv miles in t·wc11tY-four hours. \Ylwne,·er th<>v 
)rnlted, one of the d,iefs applitd a plaister, made d a root, 
which he bruised in his mouth, to tl1e wotmd, aud f::istcned it 
with a thin slip of bark, so as 11ot to impede the motion of the 
part. 

Among their less important plants, are those from which 
they procure their various and lasting dyes. One pla11t they_ 
have, ,vhich possesses so singular a property, as almost to ex· 
ceed belief. It destrovs or moden1tes the action of fire. A 
,savage made the experiinent in my })resence. lle took a piece 
of the root, which he chewed for sqme mommt~, and then 
:rubbed over his hands. lle next took three coals in the state 
()f the most vivid combustion, which he successiveh cxtillguishcd 
by a gentle friction i>etween his hands, "ithout th; least p('rccp
tion of pain, or the smallest 11ppt:an.111ce of anv burn, or ex
~oriation of the part. He afterwards took so~1e coals in his 
mouth, blew them into a flame with his breath, held them be· 
tween his teeth, and bit them in pieces without exhibitillg m,v 
_sJ.mptoms of pain or i1tiury. The Osages are best acqu;mted 
W~th the mode of usi_ng this plant. These experiments may, I 
tlu11k! _serve to explam how our ancestors passed u11hurt o,·er 
the different ordeals, to which for various crimes they were con. 
demned. 
· 'fhey have another .• ·extraordinary plant, , 1\'hich possesses the 
prop-:rt}' of coagulatin'g water, and reducing it in a few moments 
to a curdy mass. A fe~v drops of the juice ar~ sufficient for tlw 
purpose. · 
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The only venomous reptiles which Upper Louisiana pro
duces, are the rattle-snake and the hissin~-snake, or copper 
1-erpc11t; but to these, nature has forni-,h~d ~l uatnral enemy in 
the hog, at wl10se sight they fly, hut ,\·hom they rarely escape. 
The black bears, far from bein!!; dans:erous, furnish when 
young an agreeab]e and \\·lJolcsome food;· and \\'lH.'H oJd a OTCUt 

quantity of oil. The chase is most advantageous in wj~1ter • 
. As soon a_s the snows commence, they retire to hollow trees, 
or excavatwns in the rocks, where the\' remain without food 
o!· dri:1k _until 1\pril or .Jl:,y. ./u thi_s time the cha,;;e begins. 
l•our or hve men are employed to discover the places where 
they are hidden. The most intrepid of the company provide 
themsclr,~s with torches and cutlasses, and enter the eave, fol
l<n\·cd by others, armed \\'ith guns or carabiBcs. The bear, 
benumbed with cold, is only awakened from bis lethargy 
when burned. If surpris<'<l whi1e sleeping, he is killed ,rithout 
dan~er; but, if awakeued by any cause, lie darts towards the 
mouth of the can', O\'crturning every thing that opposes him. 
He, however, seldom cscnpcs the hunters \Yithout, who are 
.stationerl for the purpose of intercepting him. Some of these 
bears yield two hm1dre<l pounds weight of oil. 

The Jagars, called by the inhabitants of Louisiana p:rnthers 
are found in great m1m 1Jcrs in a II the temperate parts of North 
America. They are only to be dreadcrl when hungry, or de
prived of their young; a11d then they rn:ike the woods resound 
with their cries. The flesh of tlie yrnrng J agar is tPncler and 
delicate, and is in my opinion preferable to that of the squirrel, 
or even veal. 

'I'he wild bulls or buffaloes ,yere formcrlv so nnmerous in 
V pper Louisiana, tliat hunters were conteut;<l to cut out their 
to11°·ues, and to leave the carca~es for carniH>rous animals or 
birds. This animal, "hich frequently weighs one thousaml 
pounds, affords exc'.el!cut meat. Its skin is used l)_Y the sa\·ages, 
both as a covering and a bed, and the length of the hair n'nrlers 
it impenetrable by rain. Besides the aLove-mentio11ed animals, 
this country produces gnme in great abundan~e. The wilds 
turkeys here nttain a great sizt>, aml are found rn large tlorks. 
In the autumn and winter, they weigh from twenty-five to thirty 
pounds. The rin'rs abo11ud in fish of an_ exce~lent quality. 

Another animal that sfcms to have existed m great numbers, 
ju X orth America, is the .Mammoth. The quantity of bones 
found in cliff,·! cut parts, pro\·e that this nnimal was a native of 
this part of the globe. Like the dep~iar(, it _measures ten or 
eleven fret in height, and ·fifteen to eighteen m length .. A~1rl 
the impossibility of its bein~ able _to re~ch the ground mth 1ts 
head, ~eaves no doubt that 1t. received its food by means of a 
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trunk. The only difference of these species seem to consist in 
the position of their tusks. f n the elephant they are flattened, 
more vertical than horizontal, and placed on both sides of the 
upper j:1,i:. ln the :Mammoth they are round, and at some 
distance from each other. Their substance is different from 
i\·ory, being 011 the surface of a brown coluur. They are 
decomposed by the air, and "·hen thro"·n into water occasiou a 
bubbling·, similar to that pruduced by calcareous stones. Of 
this aninial rnrious skeletons have been found, between the 35 and 
45 degrees of .2\ orth latitndc. \\'bat have been the causes of the 
total extinctioll of this gig-antic rare, it is. impossible to say: 
~ince no animals are kuom1 in this part· of the contine11t, 
able to co1:1Jnt or overcome them. I leave this, therefore, to 
be decided hy 1rntma!ists: and <w!y add, that ,Yhere any bones 
hare lwe:1 h:,1;d, they arc ~1,ny'-.i in great quantities, so that 
this animal eitk-r liv..:d or fought in companies. 

CHAP. X.lI. 

S.\V.\t;T-:S OF rrrER l\IlSSOt:HI.-THE.lft BEI.IEF.-WOR

Sll!P.-nEL~GlOUS Cf~llE:\10:\lES.-CUSTO:.'llS AT THE 

D E, .\ T ll OF A PA n E :'-. T. - }l U R l A L, ~~C. 

,.-r 
Jl HE n:c~1r~1-;, fnrnwrly the most populous nation of North 

America, p-i~,t.-:-;:,cd thirty. t\\·o villa;es, most of which have 
beeu de:,u oyd, either by the Scioux, or the small-pox. The 
few th:1t c 0 ('d!Wd formed thcmselvf's into one tribe. As well as 
tJ\()·:e fortlic:-" nortl1, tht·Y li:\i'C little communication with the 
\\.liites, :rnd ha\·e rdaii1ed the manners, customs, and dress 
or t!1eii· ancest(,r•;. Two leagues from the village of the Ri
c~IIW", fiows the Chagu_ycnne river, broad but shallow. It de
rives it, source, ~icco-nling to the account of the savages, in one 
of the mountai11:;; 011 the west. The Chaguyennes, who are 
continually wandering ou both its banks in pursuit of buffaloes, 
are divided iuto three hordf's, the largest of which preserves 
tbe name Chaguyenne; the second is named Ouisy, and the 
third Chousa. ~ ot cvntent ,rith hunting on the \>anks of this 
r:vcr, the:· pass 011 to tl1e immense savannuhs ne~r the Plate 
Hirer. Tlie bkc~; and lllorasscs bevond these savannahs abound 
so much wi~h ci.,tor:·, that they a~·e considered by this credu
low, J'c' >rle to be the original residence of these animals. 

" iu tL:: u!id..,;: of these lakes," say they, " is one much larger 
than lhe rc~t, a11d to which no ~111imal dare approach. The 
huff:,lcc·s \\ ill not wnturc to graze on its banks, or allay their 
tliir.-,t iu 1h Y.-:,li is. Ju the middle of this lake is a cottage of 
Nll , xtrac.rdin~,! :, ~ize, surrounded l>y a mnnber \>f ~maller ones •. 
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F.w·ry night at the same hour! tl1e waters arc n~itatcd i:1 a 
dreadful manner, and a noise hc:,rd n·s, mbling that of all i,n
petuous torrent. There the king of the castors resides. 1\rn 
Jotmg savages one dav L,·i11~ desirous to see this ,r:m<lcri'ui 
m1ima), hid thernscht·:-.· in a tl;id.et, at a Lttle di-:t:rnce from the 
lake. _Duri11g three days, they remained there, \\'itlwut se:·in~ 
any dung, lrnt ahr~m; heard the 110ise of the '.\'aters. T!!::v 
were on the point o·f departi11g, \\ Len they suddenly perceire~l 
on the suJnmit of the cotLt !_e, a bea\cr of an immense ~,ize, ~,nd 
white as a swan, who, afte·r looking around him for s1..,mc time, 
cried out, and immediately the ,rnters \\·ere a~itated: the young 
ITI€n being terrified, fkd and told this to their co,;1panioi1.-,." 

The Cf1aguyenncs, althou;h w:.inder,Ts the grcate~':it'part of the 
year, sow near their cottages maize and tobacco, \l.'hich they 
come to reap at the beginning of autumn. They are in general 
good huntsmen, and kill gr(:;at numbers of castors, which they 
·"l'l_I to the Scioux. ~'.Ia11i other wandering nations that ar~ 
allied to the Chaguyrnnes, hunt in the same country. They are 
the Cayowas, the Tocaninambiches, the Tokiouako~, the Fita
pahatos. 'T'he great uation of the Padaws, is only distant 
tweutv-five miles from that of the Hicaras. The Halis:.incs or 
Bald--heads, are a war.uiering people, wlio hunt 011 the opposite 
side of the Plate H.iver, as far as that of the Arl.:ansas, aud ex
tend to the foot of the mountains of New :I\kxico. From tlw 
\\'hite River, which flov,·s into the :i\lissouri, tm> hu11dred and 
forty miles lower than that of the Chaguye1mes, as far :.1:
another cighteeu miles distant, ,,·hose name is unkno,Yn, 3ll the 
eastern banks is occupied by the Scionx or Thous, "·ho arc di
vided into four mmdering tribes. Tltis people, who are de· 
ceitful and cruel, ofte11 plunder the Hicar.1s and C11,:g11yc;H1cs 
of clothes alid horses, and the ~'.fa11danes of maize and tobacco. 

The l\Tandanes, who formcrly were vu·.\ m11nerous, at pr,·
~ent cmly amount to about three hundred ,varriors. Th·y an: 
di,·ided into three villages, the rno~t considerable of which i<: 
on the western hank, aud tl1e l\'vo others on the eastern iJJll~ of 
the ~Iissouri. The 1\ssc11iuoines, a w:mdering 11atio11 on th
north of the l\'lissouri, trnftic with the l\1:md~il!c~:, \\'hom tltcy 
supply with guns, gun-po,\·der, balls, &c. in e~dt:tll~:1" for horse~, 
maize, and tobacco. 

One hundred and fiftv miles ,rest of the l\'I i",:01\ri, is the 
mouth of a Jarg·e rin·r c~;Jled Ye1lowrock. lts Lauks abou:id iu 
huffalo~s, and all kimls of deer. 

The Savarres on the western banL-; entertain a grc:1t w·1;c
ration for tl~e \Vhites, mid tra<le is cani,:d on \". ;th tlie111 in 
safety. It may be regarded as a nrt,1ili rule, tbt the_ le:-;~ the 
Indians have had communication wjth the civili:,·d nat1011s, th•! 

d d k• d • • ., I. d l t' t more they are goo , gu1crous. an ·m . ..1. L,- u.: Sbt.C 1011 u, 
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men to tnufo \Yith them, soon nrnkes them Jose that respect 
1

"·hich it ,rnul<l have been so important to have preserved 
Their helief concernino· the origin of the world an<l man, i~ 

so closdv connected \yitJ1 ~b~tml :mZl ridiculous fol}les, as scarcely 
to merit "'a relation. 'Thev all know that there was an original 
man, but they rhffer with ·respect tu his creation: some affirm that 
he came from the bo!'lom of the waters, others from the earth,. 
and tbat the rnys of tlie sun gave him motion aud existence. 
They all adore a Supreme Bei11g, whom they call the Great 
Spirit. The fol!mring is the mauuer in "hich m.111y nations of 
L pper ~l issouri say, that they became acqu:1i11ted with him. 

" The ancient savages,'' say they, " neither knew or reve
renced the Great Spirit, ueither prepared for him feasts or sa
crifices. Tlicv had brco111e so wicked, that he resolved to ex
terminate the,;1, which he e:ffected by lightning. Being moved 
with compas~siou towards those that were spare<l, he resolved 
to make them good. To accomplish this, he inspired t\ro 
young girls to go to a little distance from the village. He 
there plunged them in a deep sleep, during wl1ich one was 
raised up into heaven ; the other soon after awoke, but not 
seeing her cornpa11ion, ~he ran to the village, but she cculd 
not find her. },-1en, women, and children, were bewailing 
her fate, ,\·lien a cloud of an extraordinary form appeared at 
some distance, and filled the spectators with terror. On the 
cloud was seen an eagle, carrying the young girl, whom it 
placed on the summit of a neighbouring mountain. Lpun this 
they all ran and enquired of her, to which she replied. 
" Having ue·cn carried ,, liilc asleep into heaven, I found my
self on waking, at the f~et of a man of dazzling beauty and 
gigantic form. Young girl, said he, look at me: 1 am the 
Great Spirit, Lord of men and animals; with a single word~ 
I give to them life or death. It is to me that men ouoht 
to ofter feasts und sacrifices, but they do not so. Returnt, to 
them, and teil them that you lnwe seen me, and "hat I i·e
quire of them. Those that are obedieut shall enjoy pros
perity; those that are rebe1Iious, I \\'ill destroy." " Si1;ce that 
time," say the savages, " we ha\·e wonshipped the Great Spirit, 
anrl have offered him the first fruits." 

The savages particularly rewre11ce the sun, because it is thf;! 
most brilliant aud bountiful beiuo· iu nature. They :.idure the 
morning star, which they always c~1treat to be propitious, before 
they attack their enemies. They re~pect the cedar, because it i, 
the only tree that remains green during the whole vear. 'l he 
Uicaras every year, on a certain day, plant one of these trees., 
with great ccrtmony, at the entrance of the lodges of old men. 

Jn .all the villages up the .Missouri, there is a lmgc cabin, called 
4 
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the Lodge of Old Men, and which is consecrated to feasting, 
dancing, and religiom, ceremonies. Here dwy give audience to 
strangersi and deliberate on the interests of their nation. It is 
also called the Lodge of M e1cy ; for if their most cruel enemy 
take refuge in it, his life is not olily spared, but he is secure 
from every insult • 

. When the young men ,,i:;h to obtain from the Great Spirit the 
gift of courage, or the favour of killing one of their enemies, 
they retire to a hill, where, ,, it\1out provisions, they pass several 
days, uttering all the while the most hideous cries. On the last 
<lay of this religious ceremony they cut off a joint of one of their 
fingers, or gnaw it off with their teeth, and leave it on the hill. · 

Others bore holes in their arms and shoulders, into which 
they pass wooden pegs, and to them th\:y attach long cords, from 
which their military weapons, a11d many heads of oxen, are sus
pended. In this state they make the circuit of the village, and 
having repeated the ceremony for fo·e successi\'c days, they de
part for the war. 

All the savages believe in a future life. They say, that after 
death they shall go to a viUage ,,·here all their wants will be sup.:. 
plied; and that those who are the bravest will be dignified with 
the greatest honour. 

They are more or -less sensible to the loss of their parents, and 
express in various \\ays their sorrow. The Ricaras and :\Ian
daues very seldom. bewail the dead. The Scioux, the Tocanin
ambichcs, and the Chaguyennes, are, 011 the contrary, iucon
solable for the loss of tlu:irs: night and morning they bewail 
around their cottages, sometimes for a whole year. The women 
cut off their hair, aud distribute all that they po;scss among those 
that will come and \\Tep ,·,ith them. 

An old Scioux, having lo~t his son in a Lattle vrith the Osages, 
cut off, every month, a piece of hii; c:irs, rn that at the expiration 
of the vear, he had nothing left but the orifices. 

Wh~n a warrior dies, or is killed in battle, his body is rubbed 
with a red earth, aud wrapped in a skin. J\ hole four feet 
square is then dug, in "hich it is deposited. On each side.are 
placed his arms and clothes, and some meat; not t_hat tli~y believe 
the dead man eats it, but because the custom 1~ derived from 
their ancestors. The ,vumen are iuterred witb less ceremony ; 
whatever they b-.e a particular reg .i J for iu th~ir fr;t:s i:- gene
rally placed by thl·ir side. 

D•" lAC .) 
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CHAP. Xlll. 

:MANNERS OF THE SAVAGES OF UPPER 1\IISSOURI.-EXAM• 
J>LE OF JUSTICE EXERCISED BY THE SCJOUX ON ONE 

OF THEIR GREAT CHIEFS,-D01\1ESTIC MANNERS OF THE 

BAVAG~S.-EMPLOYMl!:NT OF THE WOMEN,-WAR OF 

THE SAVAGES; MANNER OF COM:\1ENCING IT.-RETURN 

0)' A CONQUEROR.-SCALP-DANCE,-SORROW AFTER A 

D.EFEAT.-TRAITS OF COURAGE AND I~TREPlDITY, 

AMONG the savages little distinction or subordination is 
known, They live, although in society, in a state bordering 
on perfect equality, without established laws or judges. 
They are naturally generous, and will divide their superfluities, 
«>r even necessaries, with those that are in want of them. Not 
anxious for the future, they enjoy the present. The indifference 
,vhirh they shew to riches is the cause of theft being unknown 
among them. Their cottages are open at all hours, and ·any oue 
J)my enter that pleases. There are among them neither liars nor 
.calumni~tors ; and if any one should be discovered in either of 
these fa~1lts, h~ would be considered as a man of a bad disposition 
and a bad heart. lf any dispute arises among them, they all be.:.. 
come judges and mediators. 

The savages live in their villages without care. They are al;. 
ways eating, drinking, sleeping, or dancing. They eat their 
uieat roasted or boiled, and drink the broth. If a person who 
is invited to a feast neglects to ~ome, it is €Onsidered a -breach 
of politeness, which cannot be pardoned. Ti1ey like both to 
eat and smoke in company. The savages reason with judgment 
Oll the affairs of their nation, aud the best means of success. 
lP their converHatiou ,vith strangers, they are gra\·e, and affect to 
~peak in monosyllables. 'I'heir rulil1g passions are, hatred of 
thejr ene111ies, and desire of revenge. Their only ambition is to 
be accounted brave. They have a n1emory which nothing can 
~scape! lf they see it tree or a stone, which at all excites 
tlH.·ir attention, they will remember it for ten y~ars to ~ome~ 
'fhis species of memory they never lose . 

.f\.11 their animal senses are in the highest degree of culture and 
perfe~tion: this is p~rticularly seen in their powers of vision, 
Jn the dar~est night they will pass the most extensive savannahs 
?.ml plains~ as if insiin~tin:l~, i~.~he spot whi~h they wish t~ reach. 



A S1'1lltnNG EXAMPLE OF JUSTICE. 

Where the European can barelv discern tlie trace of a sinO'le foot .. 
step, the Indian will teach hi1;1 that ten, twelve, or fift~en men 
have placed their feet there, and he will follow the track thromth 
the thickest forests, and over the driest rocks, without any d~ .. 
viation. A leaf moved out of its place, or a flint turned up, 
is sufficient to awaken his suspicion. 

The old men, who have been brave in tl1eir youth, em
ploy themselves in exhorting the young to follow their example, 
by stating, that the Great Disposer of Life loves those that are 
just, generous, and brave; and that he de8pises the crafty, the 
avaritious, and the coward. " Imitate," say they, " your an
cestors ; they were illustrious by their courage: never eat or smoke 
alone, but divide your provisions among those who have mone, 
and yon will be great and respected." They recommeml to the 
women labour and good conduct, and encourage them to marry. 

The savages, without possessing any geographical kno,rledge, 
mark on skins those countries that they have traversed, and those 
rivers they have descended or ascended, with a precision scarcely 
to be credited. They distinguish the north by the polar star, 
and calculate distances by the number of days employed to reach 
them. They divide the year into four parts, and reckon the 
months bv the moons . 

.Altho~~h the savages have no laws, yet they have rules of 
conduct, from which they uever depart. In some cases, the 
old men havi11g deliberated on what regards the public welfare, 
make it known; if the "·hole vil1age approves it, it must be ex
ecuted. \\'lwu, for instance, a whole nation goes to hunt buffa
loes, they select the brave~t warriors, and mark out the distance. 
If any one goes beyond it, he is heaten, and his horses and dogs 
are killed. Each village contains a great diief, and as many people 
of rank as there are brave or wise men; to these every thing 
that relates to the public interest is addressed. A warrior fre
quently receives as great respect as the chief. 

An example of ju)o.tice exercised on a great chief by a part of 
the Scioux nation, called Chaony, will shew how a man may de
ceive this credulous and superstitious people, and also ho,.,, ter
rible they are in their revenge. This savage, in a voyage ,vith 
some J.;:n~lish traders) had acquired some knowledge of medicine, 
so that 0~1 bis return he was considered hy them as a sorcerer. 
Profittino· by the terror that he inspired in some, and the ad
miration° of others he seized their best horses, bore off their 

' d . women, and committed other outrages, without any one a~mg 
to oppose him. Encouragerl by his succ_ess, ~e one day seized 
two women, who refused to consent to Ins des1res. .1\tt·~r hav
ina exhau8ted all the n1eans in his power to seduce them, he 
<l~~·ted upon them li~~ a tiger, cut off their noses and their lip3, 

1 ~ 
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killed thein, and scattered their bleeding limbs in different ~rt!. 
The inhabitants of the village, incensed at this act, unanimously 
condemned him to death. Without any deliberation they sur
rounded his cottage, aud massacred him. Then they tore his 
body in pieces, and gave it to the dogs, and set on fire his 
cottage. . . _ 

The savages relate many examples of the hke pumshment; 
but this will be sufficient to shew, that a person abusing his 
power among these uncivilized nations, is always punished a'.· 
his crimes or tyranny deserve. 

The savages have no customs that in any ~hape resemble those 
of civilized nations. They obey no laws but those of nature. 
The word politeness is unknown among them, and probably al
ways will remain so. They go into each other's cottage( to 
sleep, eat, drink, or smoke, as freely as their own. The women 
lie naked, and often rise on certain emergencies without caring 
who sees them. They are generally covered with vermin, "·bich 
tT1ey kill between their teeth. They never wash their clothes, 
but suffer them to rot upon their backs; they neYer cut their 
nails ; and eat, without any repugnance, out of the same dish 
with their dogs; and what renders them particularly disgusting 
to the Whites, they rub their bodies with the fat of the meat 
\'\·hich they eat. · 

The savages eat their food raw; and without any seasoning. 
They very seldom employ any salt, and never any herbs that are 
strong to the taste, like spices, although they are very abundant 
in their countries. They are extremely fond of idleness, and 
:almost 3.lways eat in a recumbent posture. The childrei1, far 
from respecting their fathers, often ill-treat them with impunity. 
To beat a child, say they, renders him a coward, and deprivei 
him of that courage which characterises a ·warrior. 

T~1e women, among all the nations of Upper :Missouri, are 
considered as subaltern beiugs, created only for the wants aufl 
pleasures of man. Besides the work in the interior of the cot
tage, which naturally devolves on them, they cultivate the lands, 
carry water, and cut wuod. If they go to the chase, they must 
carry on their back: ' 1- ~ animals that are killed. 

The children at 11 een are permitted to go both to the chase 
a~d war. The women suckle their children as long as they 
w11-h •. Immediate]y .tftcr birth, they are wrapped in a soft skin, 
and laid. upon a piece of bark, which is suspended by four rope~ 
fron~ the roof of the c:1 bin. On this the mother, by a gentle 
mot1?n, sends the child to ~·Ieep. When the infant begins to 
acquire. strength, they carry it un their backs, fastened by the 
s~me skm as is employed for the bed. They eveti work with 
these burthens in the 1n~st laborious manner. · The savages ar~ 
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tall and ~~vift walkers. The men have a long visage, bright eyes, 
~nd aqml11~~ nose_;. but the wome? ~re, on the contrnry, ugly. 
The ~u~pnsmg ag1hty o[ the men 1s nnp~ted to t~1e necessity of 
exerc~smg them~elves m the chase, or m escap1ng from their 
enemies. 

The chief, and gometimes the only motive of the savaO'es for 
commencing war, is the desire of glory and praise, which" is be
stowed on the man who achieves any brilliant exploit. The 
warrior is re~pected more than the legislator, aud the conqueror 
more than the philosopher who silently labours to alleviate the 
miseries of human life. 

Another still more powerful motive is, the love of reveno-e. 
This passion is so violent among them, that if two nations ~re 
once enemies to each other, they will never be reconciled, with
out having previously done to each other the greatest possible 
injuries. 

The ol<l men and mothers constantly relate to their children 
those that have been killed by any tribe, and exhort them to be 
brave, and seek revenge, This desire, '"·hich increases with 
their years, seldom fails to produce its effects, which again give 
rise to murders and revenge. 

Among the savages of North America, any one may form. a 
war-party, and put himself at their head ; the chief of such an 
expedition is called the leader. When these leaders have uot 
acquired any military fame, they are seldom accompanied by any 
f:>XCt'pt their relations, or some who are desirous of making their 
first attempts. Those small parties, termed marauders, set out 
in the evening·, and return in a short time, when they have only 
seized some horses from their e11emies. 

The chiefs of the first class determine to commence war either 
to revenge an insult offered to themselves; or at the entreaty of 
the old men, to revenge the death of their sons ; or at the solici
tation of some youug men, who are auxious to acquire fame, 
and have them for leaders. 

In the latter case, he who solicits this favour, after having 
walked several times weeping around the cabiu of the warrior, 
enters, holding in hi~ hand a pipe tilled '~~th tobacco. \Vi_tlwut 
utterimr a word, he sits down Ly the fo .. ,' and places the pipe at 
the feet of the warrior, and awaits his a1hwcr. If he intends to 
accede to his solicitations, after a long interval he takes up the 
pipe }io·hts it and smokes ; after which he returns it in silence 
to th~ p

0
ersun 'who brought it._ If :1c intends to refuse, he throws 

the pipe from him, after statm~ th_e rcas?u for such refusal. 
The cliit:f who has acc,~pt:..d ot the pipe, or who has ~ormed 

the intention of commencing \Yar, chooses a day,_ on wh1_ch _ he 
prepares a feast, (commonly of dog's flesh,) to wh10h he mvitt=~ 
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the bravest of his nation. He informs them of his· intentions~ 
];Iany successive days are _emp~oyed in the same manner .. 

On the eveuing precedmg his depa~ture, t~e last feast 1s made 
in the cabin of the great chief, to which all his followers assem
ble, a11d the war-mat is displayed. This mat is made of the 
feathers of different birds, stained red; to which is affixed a 
blarle of white maize. This is worn rouud the neck of the great 
chief. 

When the hour of departure arrives, which is always at day
break, the chief goes from his cabin with tears, and awaits, at 
some distance from the village, his companions. As soon as 
they are all met, he ceases to weep, and then, assuming a martial 
tone and air, harangues his little army. He always ,rnlks last 
both in going and returning; and only carries his arms at the 
moment of battle. 

The young men light the fires at the time of encampment, 
carry \\:ood, construct cabins of bark or rushes, fetch water, and 
mast tht=> meat. It is astonishing to behold the activity with which 
the wishes of those \\'hom they have made their superiors, are 
corn plied with. 

The war of the savages is a ''\'ar of surprise; and in this con
sists the chief talent of the warrior. He who can attack his 
enemy while unprepared, is sure of overcoming him. They take 
every precaution to conceal their marches, send scouts, and pass 
through low lands as much as possible, in order to prevent being 
seen. Small companies only g'II:> out in the night, and during the 
day conceal themselves in the woods. The scouts are generally 
covered with skins of wohes, or other animals. If they per 
ceive any footsteps, they immediately give a signal to the chief, 
·who halts, and deliberates what is best to be done. If the foot
steps are those of men, he deputes some of his most skilful at
tendan.s to follow them, until they reach their cabi11s or Yillage. 
This is executed with a patience which only belongs to savages. 
Having followed the track, and reachr.d the cabin or villao-e, they 
examine wbid1 side is best suited for attack, and return t; inform 
the chief. They remain during the night at a little distance 
from the ene1uy, and as soon as the dawn begins to dissipate the 
darkness, the chief gives the signal by firino- a gun, or drawin()" 
his bow. All the warriors follow his exa~ple, and make th~ 
village re-echo ,~·ith their shouts. The enemy seldom resist this 
unt?reseen attack, but seek safety in flight. During the heat of 
act10n, men, womeu, and children, are indiscriminately massacred. 
After a great slaughter, some are taken prisoners, who are em
p}uycd as ~iavl'~. Formerly tht'y sold them to the 'Whites, but 
this trade has l.Jcrn .proliibikd by the English and Spanish 
~ovcrnments. 
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. The action bei.ng ended, the conquerors scalp those that are 
k.1lled, pluu?er tlie vanqu.ished, s~ize the horses, and hastily re
tire; rnarchmg day and mght until thy reach their own coun
try. .~ertain that they are then secure from danger, they halt 
and d1VIde the spoil. When the conquering party is within one 
day's jo1.u11ey from the village, they light fires on elevated 
grounds, as tokens of success. Upon this, all the old men ad
va1_1ce, to liear an account of the expedition ; after which, the 
chief commantls them to go and announce it in the village. 
The women, on hearing it, make the air resound ,'Vith their 
songs. The old men carry the scalps fastened to J.ong 1:iticks 
painted red, and are followed by the warriors, who are thank~d 
for havi.ng re,cuged their nation, and are held up as examples to 
the youth. 1 u short, they all seem more like drunken people, 
than those animated by any sentiment of pleasure : the1,e demon
strations of j, y being ended, tbe scalps are deposited in the 
Louge of Uld ~fen. 

The women and children th.1t are taken prisoners, never ex
perience any Lad treatment. The savages of Canada, on the 
qmtrary, either burn or eat theirs. 

01i the following day, a great feast is prepared for the war
riors, and the old men annouuce the scalp-dance. On this, the 
women adorn themselves in tl1e tine~t manner~ and the warriors 
assemble at the Lodge of Old Men, and again relate the parti
culars of their victory. Afterwards they dep:irt, carrying with 
them the ~ca.lps and their pri~o11ers. Three old men follow, 
bearing each a kettle.drum. They are met by the women, who 
proceed with them to the destined spot : the men form a circle, 
·and place the women before them. A tire is then lighted in the 
centre, near to which is laid a iarge piece of meat, an ox'~ 
tongue, a scalp, and a human heart dried. Si lc1we bein; pro
cured, the oldest men begin the song; "hich being emlerl, tlin~e 
old 1,1en adva•1ce; one takes the meat, another the to11guc, and the 
third the scalp and heart; and holding them up, they walk three 
times round the fire, anrl then cast them into the midst of the 
tlan:.2.s. To tins succeeds the dance, which coutiuues for many 
days. 

As the snV3£t'"l celebrate their victories with the mc!"t ntra
vag:rnt r!iarks - of joy, so do thl·y also bew,!il defeat-; ~,-ith th? 
deepest ~ )i-ro"·. Some rn:Ycr cease lamcntrng the s_lam~ ,_mnl 
their deaths Lave oeeu revenged. Others are only aiH1ctu1 f(lr a. 
few days, a1!d then are comforted .by the old !ncn, who rc~1ind 
tl1em that thL'f'e killed in battle will be n'cervcrl by the br"~,t 
Spirit witli the greatest honour. 'rhese J:rinciplcs arc so ~lee1,l_~ 
e1Jgrnven on their hearts from t!w1r e:1rl1e,-t )c:11", that Lit~1c1_." 
often r~jo.ice ~tt the death of their sous, aIHl \\lVts at tL,,t uf i.lic·H 

husbands. 



DU LAC'S TR.4 VELS. 

If a chief, formerly vict(,1 ions, should avoid death by fli;ht, all 
his property is seized, and he foes alone, despised by his 
,,·hole natiou. The contempt is so gr;,:,at that none e, er return 
under such circumstances. Before { conclude this cLaptcr, I 
shall relate some distinguishing traits of courage, which pr~ve 
how little the sav::.6,·:::- dn ad death, and how highly they pnze 
and esteem honour. 

The Ototatoes, durin~. their s1:rnmer -:chase, ·were attacked _by 
a numerous party of H.ditane:-, and were ou tlit: poiut of bemg 
taken prisoners, ,then a yuun:\ chief of the Ototatoes, na1!1ed 
Blue Eyes*, who ,vas mou11ted on a horse, advanced mto 
the midst of the comb:..:.tai:b. and de~ircd the action to be sus
pended. He then chalJeng~d tl1e l.Ha\·e~t of the Halitanes to 
tight with him hand to hand. They laid dff\,vn their "lwars, an_d 
only kept their daggers. A !"ter n rnaiui11g ~ome moments, deh
beratiug where it would Le most advantageous to strike, they 
both rushed forward aud seized each other, aiming at the same 
time many blows. The l-b litanes, seeiug their chief ready to fall 
under the sn}Jerior force of tl:e Ototatoe, rressed forward and 
extricated their chief, half-dead ,. ith his wounds, from his grasp. 
The Ototatoes also ran, but too late to save their valorous 
chief. Both expired at the ~ame instant; upon wliich the Haii
taues \\'ere put to tlight, after e:x periencing a considerable loss. 

lf the foregoing proves the intrepidity, the following will also 
the coolness and firm resolution of this people in moments the 
most perilous. 

A party of eighty Chagnyenne Indians had attacked eight or 
ten families of tlie Halitanes, with whom they were at ,11:ar, and 
defeated them without difficulty. Enough, howeYcr, escaped to 
give the n1arm to a large village of the same tribe in the vicinity. 
In a moment all the warrior~ mount their horses, and proceed to 
the f-pot, where the Chaguyennes are off their guard, and Lusy in 
tollecting the spoils of the \anquished. Hardly tweut\' men of their 
little party survived the uue:\µected attack, when~ one of their 
':arriors, by the foll~wi1_1g uo!Jle display of sagacity and resolu
tion, ~awd both their hves and his own. lle had observed a 
ravine 11ear,. wher~ the .ho~·se of the H alitaws could not penetrate; 
hir~ he rrtm:d ,nth h_1s little_ troop, ,dw1., he ordered to dispose 
tl~eir fire-arms near l11m. . Il e_ ,ras not \·. illing that any should 
discharge _the.m bu~ l:imsdt. \\ hen any Ji the enemy approached, 
he took his a::11 with sc much cooh_iess and precision, that every 
ball told. llis ti\\ u pan: had 11otlnn0 to do but to keep loading 

"- The ~;,,·:;;1:;r~_ dcr;,-., their mm•'s fi; hr from their ~c,1cral form or cej:p,·~,1;11:..:r, 
or frnm tn(,s,:, amm;\15 tha~ th1.·y 1m,st r1·dcr. 
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hi, guns. Enra~rl by this obstinate rc,istance, an<l ashamed of 
hei11g vanquishcrl b_'- such a handful of lll('ll, the Halitanes di~
mou11ted from their h0rses, cut down rnmc bushes, \\'hich tl11·v 
he!<l h~fore them a-; a protection, and a<lvanced. The Cl agnyenn~ 
clucf msta:1tly adapted his plan of defence to the new m·>de of 
attack. He made hi!'l people resnmc their arms, but orderPd 
them not to fo t· ti\l the ctwmY drew verv near· aud then onlv 

.. ol ' • 

half to fire at ouce, in order to gi\·e time to those that had fired to 
reload their pieces. This manreuvre was so promptly executed, 
and 8Ucceeded so well, that the assailants, most of whom were 
wounded, made a precipitate retreat. The great chief of the 
Halitanes, inflamed with reven~e, and stung with shame, resolved 
to kill the Chagnyennc chief with his own hand, or to perish iu 
the attempt. \Vith his buckler and his lance he rnshed impetu
ous towards the foe, who a,rnitcd his approach with a serene 
look; and wh~n he got so near that he could not miss his aim, 
the Chaguyenne warrior discharged his piece, aud struck his enemy 
in the heart. He instantly felLdead ; and his comrades retreated 
in dismay, without attempting to offer further molestation to the 
retum of the Cliagu:,cnues. 

CHAP. XlV. 

TREATIF.S OF PEACE.-~A "I~ ER OF CARRYING THE CA-· 

LU.\IET-)1;.-RECE PTION OF THE WARRIORS SENT WITH 

THE C ALU \I ET.-C A LU '.\1ET-DA1'Cr:.-su N-DAN C E.-0'.:

DA ~C E. - DRESS..-IIAIHTATJONS-CO:\lPLEXION A:\ JI 

TF..\IPER OF THE SAVAGES OF lJPPEK :MISSOURI.

THEIR AR.\15. 

T"'O sarnge nations seldom resolve to make peace until they 
have done the greatest possible injuries to each other. That 
nation which is in want of the privilege either of hunting on the 
other's lands, or of exd1anging various articles with them, com-
monly makes the first proposals. . 

In each savage village there arc some, who, through capnce or 
marriage, have left their own nati1.,ns to corn~ and_ dvvell _among 
strangers, by whom they are considered, especially m war tnne, as 
natives. These are employed to carry the first proposals of 

pence. · f 
After mature deliberatiou on the advantages and neces~1ty o 

·• L':ilurnct si;,.dics a pip.i. 

J)U I,Ac,1 
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peace, tlh:y send by the am ba::~ador_ a leathern bag filled with 
tobacco, and tied with a cord, 011 wluch are made as many knots 
as there arc villages in the nation with Yd1om they \Yish to treat. 
He enters in the night as ::;ccrctly as possible the cabin of the 
chief, to whom he explains the motives of his emb3s:-y, and pre
sents the hag of tobacco. The next morning the cbief convokes 
a meeting of the old men, vvarriors, and otlius of distinction, and 
1·elatcs to them the message, gives his op;nion, and presents the 
bao-. If the assembly think proper to accept of it, the Lag is pre
se1~tcd to some one of the ,rarriors, "''ho is known to bear the most 
violeut resentment against the nation that has mnde Lhe pr~po
sals; he unties it, takes out some tobacco, and fills his pipe .. After 
this ceremony, the chief informs the ambassador that they may 
bring the calumet, aud that they "·ill be kindly received ; if the 
terms are not acceded to, the La6 is returned untouched. When 
peace is agreed on, one of the nations deputes a chief, who is ac
companied by, at least, t\\c:ity-fo·e warriors. Previous to their 
departure, all the chiefs and people of distinction assemble at the 
Lodge of Old .:.\Ien, and the c::ilumet is taken from the mat in 
which it is wrapped, and carried by one of the bravest, with marks 
of extraordinary respect. 'fhe deputies are then ir.tructed what to 
do. Dming which time _a large kettle of meat is placed on 
the fire, and the calumet is filled ,vith tobacco, ,rhich must only 
be smoked by the nation ,Yith whom they are trL·:ttin~. The 
tube of tlie calumet is painted blue, the symbol of a serene sk\·, 
When the meat is cooked, a servant* divides it into pieces, mid 
presents it to the warriors and others in the cabin. Before any 
oue bl'gins to eat, the mo~t di~tinguished person present cuts 
three pieces, and, taking them in his hands, entreats for success 
to the embassy, and then cast., them into the tlames. 1\t the 
close of the feast they al! smoke : arnl the person who is to be 
the bearer of the precious object receives it, standincr, from the 
hands of the chief. ~ 

Wlicn the? La\'e arr~ved within si;lit of the village, they an
nomice by s1guals their approach, and remain until a warrior 
comes to invite them. l'hey then advance a little, and are met 
by the uoLle~, bearing or lcadin:; the presents, ,Ybich generally 
consist of horses or arms. The ambassador havino- m~<!e theri1 
~m?ke, the children offer the presents ; after ,rliich the chief 
mv1tes them to enter. 

~frn apparellf''.I likE wnmen, and are not only made to perform all the 
low drudgery ~o wl1H:h. the •,n age \\"Olllf'n arc con~lenrncd, but are cren em
ployed to gratify certam l:11uaturul propen,,.iLics, 
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The bearer of tl1e cah1mPt is made to ~it on a fine sbn, in the 
most honourable place. The warriors of both nations intermix 
and give _:md receive marks of friendship. They serve np th; 
meat, ma12e, ·~ourds, potatoes, &.c. .1\fter the repast, the pro
posals are related, whid1 oft<·n consi~t in secnrino· to \l:(·111 the 
privilege of h1.nti1r:: on their brnL, eatiug or sm\ling together, 
aud of exchangmg with each other various articles. 

~'hese things being granted on both sides, they promise to live 
aimcably, aud the calumet is smoked by the whole asse111blv. 
The ambass.adors return in fe\r day.-s to the village, and carry tlie 
uews of their success. 

The ,-;avage:; have different sorts of dances, which differ either 
by the ceremonies which precede or follow them, the actious they 
rcrre~e11t, or the objects for which they are designed. The 
1mnc1pal ones are, the scalp-dance, of which I have before spoken, 
the calumet-dance, the sun-dance, and the ox-dance. Their 
gravity in these amusements hears such a decided contrast with 
their quick motions and burlesque appearance, that a foreigner is 
unable to discover ,Yith what sentiments they arc ar:tn:-ited. 

The calumet-dance only takes place when two or more nations, 
or parts of the same nation, are encamped near each other. The 
followiug is the mode of makiBg the proposal.-One of their 
chiefs, attended by five or six warriors, goes to the chief of the 
nation with which they wish to dance, holding in his hands the 
calumet filled "·ith the best tobacco he is able to procure. He 
lays it at his fret and invites him to smoke. If he agrees to the 
proposal, he takes up the calumet, lights it aud smokes; then the 
warriors express their gratitude in the most extravagant manner. 
They send for the chief's children and ~arcss them. lf he rejects 
the proposal, he refuses the pipe, and desires them to clefer the 
dance to another time. 

The chief who has consented to recei,·e tl1e honour of the 
dance, assembles at his cabin all liis rebtions, and entreats them 
to as~i--t him to do honour to the dance. All are desirous to offer 
him \\·hatt·ver they possess, which conunonly are horses a!1d arms. 
The chief sends an old man to exhort the women and cl11ldren to 
geuero~ity, and assist them to render the feast worthy of his repu

tation. 
The next dav the dancers holding in one hand a calumet, and 

the other a kettl~-drum, leave their caliin,, preceded by the chi.efs 
and 110bles carrvin~ also drums. The women follow, heanng 
t!w prc.·t:U:, wl11~lt,L when a cirdc is formed, they lay at the foet 

of tl1eir husbands or fathers. . . . 
The old men go arnl bi-in~ the chief ~nd l~1s cluldrrn. He 1s 

:-:c::f -din a place prepared for him, and his cl11l<lren are pbced 011 

l\. £ 
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four bundles of odoriferous herbs, rf'sembling in form· a large 
eaO'le's nest. 1\ vase filled with ,vater is then brou?;ht, and one 
or° the nobles having added to it a handful of herbs, sprinkle8 
their heads and faces, after which he ,, ipes t!1em. This ceremony 
is callEd adoption, and that which attaches the .. father and chil
dren for life to the nation. After the adoption, the womeu 
ad\'anc-e, aud paint the children with vermilion and other 
<.,oloun,. 

Two dancers at first walk round the circle in a slm-.· pace, but 
in a short time gradually quicken their steps, and at last end 
in making contortions incapable of being de~cribed :--imitating~ 
say thev, at one time, the tlight of the ea~·le when he darts 
upon his prey; at another, when he i~, combating a ,reak enemy; 
and at another, when he is gliding through the air. 

The more their gestures are extravagant, the more is the 
assembly enlivened. The delirium incn·ases with the rapidity 
of their motions, until the spectators follow the exampl~ of 
the dancers. Generosity then is carried beyond hounds, pre
sents are mutually made, and they strip themselv--:s without 
thought for the morrow. The chief is at last obliged to stop 
their course, by snatching the calumet from one of their hands. 
On this the dance cea~es. 

The ·horses designed for the dancers are then brought, and 
presented to them by the chief. He is aftcnrnrds conducted 
with his children back to I,is cabin. 

The sun-dance is not practised by all the saYages, or all those 
that inhabit l. ppcr Missouri. lt exclusively belongs to the 
Scioux of the Savannahs, to the Chaguyennes, Toc~rn;n;.Hubi
ches, and other neighbouring nations, who particularly reverence 
this luminan. 

On the d,;y appointed for the celebration of this festival, a 
large cabin is irected in the middle of a meadow. The chiefs 
and old men are placed iu tbe most distinguished place~, while 
tbe women and girls, haY1ng: their faces painted with col(J:1rs 
expre~sive of gaiety, occupy Llie others. The lm1v·cst warri,Jrs 
are distinguished by the quantity of their onrnnwnts; and no 
one who has not killed a white L,:1r, is permitted to wear a 
11~c\dac~ made . of its cla_ws. This is a particular mark of 
chstmct10n, because the "lute bear is the only animal in .:\ orth 
America that will attack a man before it is wounded. 
'l'.lic:, nre ~o ferocious, that they will sonwtimes t:nter iu the 
rn;.:_ht the nll:.1ges, and destroy the inhabitants in their c!bins . 

. \\ heu _tlil'y are all_ assembled, a large tire is made at :-onw 
di.stance from ~lie ca1?m, around which are placed caldrons tilled 
\nth mea~. 'I he chief then mmounce~. that it i:; time to offer 
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the presents to the sun; and immediately anm, caldrons, skins, 
in ~hort, the most. ~'aluable articles are L·rought. Tl1c:"<' prrpa
rat1011s must be timshed before sun-rise. .As soou as his n1n 

begin to gild the horizon, the oid men co1Hi1Lncc the '.;, ,n:2: to 
the ~otmd of the drum. The youth of both ~t':\t's, lioldiug
calumets, bc~iu tl1c dance in the cabin, while t\-;cl,e 11:1kcd 

boy:; dance in the open air, poi1.ting to the sun. One of tl:\ln 

lio!Js a calumet adorned with the rno:t sci.rct' allll brilli~mt 

feather~. The dancers in the cabin soi,1dirnt s desist to 
take rcfrcslnncnt; but tlio::i,~ on the outside keep 1,ni11tiuµ: to the 

.-;uiJ, until lie disappears, without any provisions. This ft sti,·al 
is sometimes repeated for ten successive da:.s, if the weather 
continues fine. 

When the dances are ended, the pre: ents are divilled amon; 
those \\'arriors that are in want of them. 

l could never learn any precise reas,,11 for the first institution 

of this festival. They imagine that on this luminary clcpcrnl 
the strength and c:1ur::gt' of their warriors, the hl'alth of their 

childrl'.11, their prosperity and population; that he alone is al,ic 
to preserve them from di::-ca;,c, and cun; them of their intit-
mities ; aud that he prm·ides them with butfalue:;, so nece.'isary 

both for food and clothin:2;. 
Gratitude seems first' to bi,·:, gi,.,en rise to this religious 

ceremony, the design of \\ Lich cannot Le too much appluuded. 
'fwo nations, rn:ar to each other, often amuse themseh'es \\ ith 

the ox-dance, for wl1id1 there is no determi1Jcd season or day. 
] f a village wishes to celebrate the ox-dance, iiftee1J or twenty 
warriors assemble in a cabin, dress them~dves in their ,rnr
habits and arms. They place on their heads the skin of a \\·ild 
ox, to which the horns are ailixed, and the \\ hole is fo;;tc;1cd 

011 by a piece of 5kin decorated with porcupine's quills. 
In tl1is dress the warriors proceed to the place dc~,igned for 

the dance, accompanied uy sin:.rers and drunis. J\t olle time 

they bellow a11d raise the <lust with their feet, _at anc.J~her tlH'Y 
pt1rSUe each other, and at another tJ:P_', push \\'lth their J_1on:·;. 
'These sport-; are continued with vanous gestmes am! att1t11uc·-; 
for half a dav, and sometimes lonoer, without the least ~i~1b oi 
fati.,.ue · but· 011 the contrary·, tli;y nernr desist without giving 

I") ' ' • D . 
fresh proofs of their activity, swifu~css, :•nd implcnc,s. ur111~ 

tlie da11ce, the old mt.:11 exhort their 11atJ011 to make presents to 

the warriors, which are generally V<'ry considerable. 
1\Il the illh~,bitants of l"pper ).li~souri, bot!1 old m~cl you11~. 

go n:1k<'d dmi11g the stuun~er: ;\ cb~r-sk~11, \\ l11ch they 
\i't·:1r m er tl1eir ~houlders, s11mlar to a Spamsh cloak, serves 

them uoth for covering and ornameuL Those belouging to the 
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youth arc ornamented with porcupines' quills, and painted \'arions 
~olours. Tbe,· are alike insensible to the heat of summer, and 
cold of winte~·. Hm,cvcr, w!lC'n the earth is covered with 
snow, :md il,('. winds blow ·violelltly, tlicy wear mucksine~/::, and 
cover thecir bu, :ics with a "'kin. 

They have no pa:'li::u!::r ,my of we:u;ng their hair, ,Yhich 
is g< !l•.T,dly long am! in disorder, except ~n festiv~ _days, wh~u 
it is car({li::y bou11rl l:i'· Some stain it with the .Jlllces of chf
fcrent plants, and ~tdorn it ,rith porcupiws' quiils. All the 
s:n·::;~cs li:l\(', in their illfancy, their ears cnt, aud their parents 
take care to introduce into them round pii·l'{':-i of \\·ood or brass 
wire. The )Iandancs, llalitancs, and Corlwaux, are the ouly 
11atio11s that do 11ot l'1illmY this practice. 'They wear aH their 
ornaments round their necks. It is diffirn1t te imagiue to what 
a length the cartilegcs are l':,1( u1hl. I have seen a ~liami 
:,,ay;1.~l', whose ear-rings, althou·.;h not longer than three mches, 
rc.~·;H_d down to his breast. 1,iany \\'ear the similar ornaments 
in their noses. 

The women are coYcrcd with a skin, which reaches from 
their shoulders to their feet. They are ornamented ,vith por
cupine~' quills auJ small gla~s beads. 'Their ears, like those 
of the men, are pierced aul adorned with trinkets, but the 
c1rtileges are not lengthened. The yon11~ women paint them
selves with different colours, but vcrmilio!1 i~ gr11erally preferred. 

The savages of C pper Missouri are divided into stationary 
and wandering. The stationary tribes are tliose who constantly 
remain in their villages without going either to \\'ar or the chase~ 
white the wanderers derive their whole support from the pur
suit of animals, and carry ,Yith them all their property, with
out t1\:>u!JEng themselves about agriculture. 

The 5;tationary nations c011strnct cabins, round and terminating 
in the form of a cone, and large in proportion to the number 
of their ini::1/1itauts. The tents of the wanderers are made of 
buffalo's skins sewed to each other, which terminate also in a 
co1~e. They have four wheels, and are ·drawu by dogs. The 
nat10ns of Upper :Missouri have not recein,d either arms, cloth
illg-, agricnltural instruments, or any tools from the \\'hites. 
'Tli:__'_v boil their meat in earthen pots of their own manufacture . 
.1\ t;li;:rp stone strongly fixed in a wooden lrnndle serves them 
for a batclict. To obtain fire, they rub t\\'o pieces of wood, one 
soft :1:.d the other hard, violently against each other, till they 
•',nit ~p,trLs, and are received on some dry branches of the pine 

~ Skin-shoes iu the form of so,::b. 
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or ash. Their plates are made of ,mod; nnd tl,e ti:i~.kds. 
in which the women carry maize, of b:::·'._, or you:1g 
branches of the willow. The women employ the lhHH·s of the 
ox for various instruments; the rn-rn'"s foi· se,\ iir:; and the skins, 
besides beds and tent-;, are macle into Loat..;;, by 'means of which 
they descend rivers and cro_;;s lakes. The arms used by all tlw 
inhabitants of t · pper I\ iissouri, arc, the lance, the b~>W, and 
t11c club. The poi11ts of their arrows are small 8liarp stones; 
their quiH'r-:, squirrels' skins; aud the string of their Low, the 
llCP,e of an ox. Another weapon made use of, is called by them 
a ~rnkatou; it consists of a round stone incloscd in a piece of 
skm ; to this i-, se\Yll another piece of. about one foot and a 
half in length, and fastened to a ,vooden handle. Wht-n en
gaged on horseback, they with their weapons strike their ene
mies wllile at full speed. 

The savages are, in general, tall and ,Yell made. The Scionx 
of the Savmmahs are the handsomest, the bravest, ~nd the most 
agile ; but, at the same time, the most cunning and deceitful. 
The Cbaguycnnes, nearly as handsome, and not les~ brave, are 
sincere and frank in all their dealin~s. The savages of both 
sexes are of an olive colour ; have long black hair, white and 
good teeth, and their breath is as pure as the air. They care
fully pluck the hair from their chins and bodies, that they may 
not, as they say, resemble the beasts of the forests. This lrns 
led some writers to affirm, though erroneously, that nature has 
refused them this mark of virility. There are scarcely evu 
seen any that are lame, or deprived of any of their senses. They 
are unable to cmry heavy hurthens, lmt are indefatigable iu 
walking. Dropsies, apoplexies, palsies, gout, asthma, c011-

a1mption, stone, &c., are unknown to these men, who would 
extend their career of ]ife to a greater le11gtl1, if they escaped 
the 4:,courge of war, and refrained from suicide ;-for it is not 
uncommon to see old men stabbing and kmgi11~ the1mclrl's, 
either because they are 11nahle to accompauy the young me11 to 
the chase, or want :::trcngth to revenge the111sekes on their c11emit·~, 

CIL\P. X\' . 

.A:\WL'RS AND )fA'RilIAGES OF THE SAVAGl:s.-ni:rLE( -

TIONS ON TIIE SA\AGE LlFE.-COl\lPARISO?-; IlETWlll-::>; 

IT AND TII.\T 01., )IEN LlYlNG JN SOCIETY, 

J T ,vould be hoth too lon(l" an<l too deficient in interest, t" 
enter iuto a minute <lctail of tl1e amours of each savage natio11. 
I shall onlv n·late the customs generalJy obscrve<l by the di}t·f,·, 
,rho arc sc;·npulously attentive to follow tk ir anccst,ir:,. \\ hrn 

4 
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n vonn<;· man wi~hes to marry the daughter of a d1it.f, he ap ... 
pi'ics eid1er to his father, or some one of his relations, who 
;;oc:-; and entreats the father of the ~irl to consent. A definitive 
answer is never c:iven Lefore all her relations have been consult
ed. They examine how ma11y brave men and goo<l lnmters have· 
been in his family. If he is not in pos,ession of these qualifi
cations, the marriage is broken ,.1ff; if lie is, he gains the t111m1i
rnous suffrage of the family. .After this, they arc entreated to 
supply 11H, 11t'Cct::-ary <xpuH:cs. 

Prev·ious to this time the voung man has never enternl the 
rabin of tbl· ~irl ; but on the "next ~dav he is carried in triumph 
to }1is ,\ ifr : Lam! ht r r:·lations, after ·11aviu; made him cat and 
smoke "ith them, inform him that he may come and live ,rith her 
when he plea~('s. ,-\. frw daJS after the marriage, the ~-irl's 
brotliers enter at an early hour the cabin where the new mar
ried couple liave ~lept, and dra\\·ing the husband from his bed, 
place him on a mat i11 the middle of the cabin. .:\ n old man 
then brings a vase tilled with ,rnter, and having \\·ashed him 
from head to foot, paints him with vermilion, and covers him 
with a si,in. llis brothers-in-law supply him \Yith arms, and 
he is not received into the family until he has a child ; then, and 
11ot till then, is he permitted to build a cabin, and live where he 
pleases. Polygamy is tolerated among all the savages, with
out being attended with any incomenience, as the women are 
always accustomed to consider the men as superior beings, to 
,rliose pleasures and wa11ts they must be subservient. 

The Scioux, Chaguyennes, and Toc~_ninambices, are extremely 
jealous of their \\·ivt·s ; while the l\Iandanes, Ricaras, and other 
nations of the north, hold in no estimation conjugal fidelity. 
The women are generally kept in a state of slavery, and ::_ire 
never permitted to be present at any feast. 

The tin;t consequence that naturally flo,Ys from contem
plating the savage mode of life, is, that man is born for society;· 
hut the second, trnly afllicting, is, that the ties of this society 
can only be strengthened at the expence of individual libertJ, 

It is placed beyond a douht, that before the human species 
W;;s so prodigiously multiplied in some parts of the glol.Jc, meu 
lived in a 111:•nner closely rc:-cmbling that of the Indians of ti1c 
11ew continei,t; without other nourishment than the flesh of 
animal:,; s11ppiied by the forests, without otl!er drink than water. 

Let us :"ollow an Indian through the ddferrnt stages of hi" 
Jifr, aud compare them with those of a man in a ci\'ilized society. 
When a child, be is iu no dread of parents or tutors. He learns, 
through llt-cc-;sity aml example, to 5upport, without' complaint, 
hrn,gcr, thiiA, and fatigue. .A-. soon as he attained the age of 
puberty, (\,Li,:h is gt:ucrally at fourteen or fikteen) he, begins to 
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feel the sti_mulm of his passiot1s. Love is the first; but the 

~araµ;e havmg no laws ttl moderate its effects, both sexes vield 
themselves \\'ithout n·~t·nc-, and live too·ether as lono· :ts "they 

find in it their h:ip11it:·· 0
.-,; l>nt wltrn that ceases, they r-·«ce:ibly 

separate. 
11~ civilized s!wict:-·, as well as among s~n-agc,, love is the first 

passion : hut how much m:xid, does it occasion to the m:m livino· 
in the former! l" ncertain of the· sensation which he experiences, i~ 
a~itat(•cl without knowing the reason. He lows, ,Yithont knLminw 
the object of his affection; a vague desire troubles him, e11'.·t·H0m~ 

his pleasures, and i11terrupts his repose. \Ylwu he has di~coYcred 
tlie object of his cl!oire, how much trouble must he take to in
form her of it! Should he please her, how much opposition 

must he expect! If he obtains her, he, in a few months, disco
ver~ that her temper is opposite to his own; he is deceived; ]ov(' 
is co11H·ited iuto hatred ,rnd contempt: he would'\\'ish to avoi<l 

the cause ; nature tells him that he may, that he ought; but the 
law, :,f socictY. stron~er than nature, comm.and him to bear his 
chai1is, and ll(;t lc-;1,en ~ their ,\·cight 7 until death separates them. 

The 011ly pa-:,.;ion which opposes the happiill'ss of the Indian, 
:t:id which he cannot al\\'a_n grati(y, is ren;nge. Continually en

gaged in war with the 1:1·ighbouri11g: nations, each tribe, each iu
divirlual, has his particular motives of hatred, \\ hich tit ,ccnd-:. 

from father to son. 
But, i11 other respects, what a happy st:,tc of Pxi-:1e11ce ! 

During winter, he remains in tlw bosom of idl,·tH'-;s, in his cabin 

,ritli his wife and children; and in ~umnwr under a trcf', or on 

tl1e banks of a river. l f he has. any wants, they are supplinl 
by his bow. If :1tt:1ck:'d by any mortal disease, he lwar.~ it ,,ith 
patience, and quits life without rt·~Td for tl1e past or f1 ., i' l"or 
the future. If he fall:-: IJ'. tlw bands of his cnellli,·s, I!,' rl'join s 

that he is :d)Out to enjoy ;111 happiness unknown on earth. \\ !tc1~ 

old, lw is (·:;empt from infirmities. i. bv:ng nothin~ to kave be-
. }1iwl him, no 0111~ i~ loL)ki11g hr his dc1tl1. By how rn,_111_y cu:1-

trar1 pa.;sions are me:1 in ci·.i]m d :-:ociet., :wtu:itc~l.! t:H'_\ :in~ a5 

1mmerons as their diseases. Look at the amb1twu3 lll~lll, tu 

whom everv tl1i1io h:1s succecdP-d IH·,·1111,I his w:~i.,,s: the 1mifcrse 

F'-Oi!Jir!s: ,;ith h~s t·xploits; not a peopl,· but tli:'ir r,·pu~w l::1~: 
been troubled I.iv him; li\>l ·a country ht;t he k1s rnundatcd \\ 1th 

blood: the cart.Ii is not s11tlicit·1,t to i~rall(v him, Ii,· de-;ire:, an

other world, in which he cou!d .;p; e.u! l:..'tT•)\'·and dl:ath. :t'h.e 

~nisct· perishes over heaps of gold, gai::ct! a~ the expence_ of Im 

health and r1 pr 1-t·; if h~ "ere in t_Lc p_11S".iC'>Joll of the 1rnnes . of 
\L:xicn, lit' ,uJuld be m drc:,d ot !o-:ii'.~ them, anJ yd dt·~ire. 

mort'. Tlw envious or jca1ou3 :i:w c;;1:1iol fo1: a mo111•:11t t:l~Jo:, 
tranquillity of miml. The intl'!:1:)( ratc rna11, without 1-" i11'.:_' satb~ 

DU L:\C.] L 



82 1'l1' LA c's TRAVELS. 

fied, perishes in the midst of his excesses ; while those, whom a 
more noble pass:on, the love of science, stimulates, die without 
sa,Ying life has been long enough. . 

The cultivator or artisan must every day thmk on the wants 
of his family, which perhaps he is not able to relie\'e, If at
tacked by disease, who will comfort him? If he dies, '"~10 will 
take care of his children? If he attains old age, who will sup
port him? If he has amassed "·ealth by his labours, his heirs 
regard each day as a thirf ! If he is poor, tho~e to whom he is 
a burtheu look forward to the moment of Ins death! Thus, 
men in civilized society pass their liws in following after 
shadows, without ettjoJing any real pleasure, and ~requen!ly 
die, regretting the past and dreading the futur~. I_t !s. cert~m, 
that rnam \Yliites have renounced the charms of a clVlhzed hfe, 
to c~joy ~n unbounded liberty with savages ; w~1il_e we h~ve uev~r 
:et heard of a savage, who has renounced tne pursuits of his 
}Outh, or sacrificed his pleasures to a ci\'ilized life. These 
people may be conquered, but .110 po\\'er on earth can make 
them laborious cultivators or artizans. 

CHAP. xn. 
l>EP.\RTURE FROM UPPER LOUISIA:r-;A.-CAPE GIRARDOT, 

-NEW :'.\IADnID.-FORTS.-RlVER A~D ''lLLAGE OF THE 

ARKANSAS.-NATCHEZ.-ROCHE A DAVION, OR WIL

:KTNSONVILLE.-l~IYER AND ESTABLISHMENT OF WAS

CHITA.-::\lONOPOLl ES OF THE SPA:-IISH CO:'.\DIANDERS, 

THE excessive l1eats common to C pper· Louisiana in the, 
months of ~\ngust and Scptemlicr having abated, I deter
mined to set out in the early part of October for New Orleans. 
Cape Girardot is tlic first place of any importance that I met 
with in my descent down the !,li:0 :--i:;:sippi. It is about eighty 
miles distant from ~t. Genevieve. ~ \bove one hundred and fifty 
Anglo-American families li\'e there, dispersed over a great ex~ 
tent of country, where tb'y cultirntc corn, barley, maize, pota
toes, ~md cotton, which are of a good quality, when the frosts 
do not set in ,,en- l'arh·. 

New Madrid; one ~hundred miles from Cape Girardot, is of 
some consequence, on account of its situation. All the boats 

· "hich d~scend this fine river, are obliged to stop there, declare 
of what their cargoes consist, their destination, and sbew their 
passports. This place, as well as Cape Girardot, is under the 
coutroul of th~ li~utenant-governor of C pper Louisiana. i\ ear 
to. St. Genevieve, are many salt-springs, which supply 
•tot only the in,I.1abitauts of Louisiana, but also Tenessee, Cun\-
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berland, and a part of Kentuch, fro:n whence they recei\'e iron 
cordage, &c. in exchall.,.('. · w ' 

I ' ;:, 
•rom New ~ladrid to the forts, which arf' <list.int two hun-

dred miles, there arc but few house~. 'I'lie forts belunoi11,r to 
Spain are almost in ruins, but those of the lJnited St~~~etare 
better, and co~tain a garrison of twenty-five me11. Both are, 
however, sufficient to defernl the soldiers from the i11sult-. of 
the savages, who are their only ene~nies . 
. Two hundred and fifty mile~ farther, is the month of the 

n,..er 'Of the . \rkansas, reputecl the richest in Loni"iana, oil ac
count of the fertility of the adjacent cnulltry, the lwauty of the 
1!1eaduws, salt-springs, game, and mines. l I aYin~~ a~cl'lllled it 
iortv miles, I arrived at t!te vil\a()"c which is mh·a11ho-eouslv 
situ~ted on the left bank. 'fhe i11h';t;itants, almost all o.riginally 
French, whu have emigrated from Canada, are hunters by pro
fession, and only cultivate m~izc for the support of thc:ir horses 
and beasts of hurthen. AboH~ half the year, only old men, 
women, and children, are seen in the village. The men hunt 
wild oxen, castors, and squirrels, wlw':'c skins are le~s valuable 
than those in the northern cou11tries. \\'hen at home thev 
pass their time in danting, drinking, or doing nothing: simila·r 
in this respect to the savages, "ith \\'hum they live tbe greatest 
part of the Jear, and whose tastes an<l manners they co11tract. 

The Indian nations that come to hunt on the river of the 
Arkansas, are the Osages, handsome aud brave, but deceitful 
and cruel; the Panis, sworn enemies to the Whites; the 
Chawetas, and Chica,,·chas, the most numerous nation in North 
America, but ugly, coYrnrdly, cnnniug, and deceitful beyond E''.\:

pression. The Spanish government maintain among the Ar
kansas a garrison of fifty or sixty men, commanded by a 
captain. .After remaining in this village, ,vhich docs not con
tain abm·e four hundred and fifty inhabitants, onlv c1 sufficient 
time to procure the necessary inf~nnation from the ·commander, 
1 rejoin<:d my boat, which l bad l<'ft at the moutJ1 . o~ tb_e 
river, and proceeded on my voyage down the l\~1ss1s~~pp1. 
From thence to .Natd1cz, the navigation offers notlnug either 
:tgre1·:1L·le or interesting. Immense forests border the river, 
and the bank~, but little clernted, arc inundated at least ouce 
even ·y( ar. 

l\atcl1ez is the only important place possessed_ by the 
TT nitcd ~tates on the :Mississippi, below th~ n10.uth of the 
Ohio. It co11tains t,rehe or tifteen thousand mhab1tants, free
rnc11 :md shl\ es. .:\ I ost of the proprietors are emiclied by the 
culture of cotton, for which the lands are extremely w~II 
suited. The t,J,rn, which is built on high ground at the ~1s
tance of 011c mile from the river, contains fi.ne houses and nch 

J () 
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~h1)ps. It is the staple of all kinds of merrhandize necessary 
for tbe soutl!u u colouies. Almost all the proprietors of this 
little state, heing emigra11ts from the southern provi11L·e:,, have 
brought with them the political principles there professed. 
They are }'cderalists, t·uu·'t quently not favourers of the p~·ese~1t 
president. Natchez is cultivated in m1 extent of fifty miles m 
length, and twenty in breadth. The air is healthy, the climate 
agreeable, and it may be presumed, that ~t "·ill shortly b~ ~me 
of the most powerful and populous provmces of the L mted 
States. 

The h-.:t post of the l' 11itcd States on the -:\1 ississi ppi, is 
Roche ~'t Davion, "'here the ..:\mericans have built a fort, called 
by the name of one of their generals, \ritkiu-:011. Here the 
head-quartns of th( ir small army are established. There are 
also some armed vc:;st'ls for the dcfonce of the place. All the 
,1·s~:+, that descend t l i, riYer ar:.: obl i!.!_t'd tu stop h( n·, and de
clare to what 11:ition 1.Jicy belon:.::, and the nature of their car
~::rw~. Those th,:t ascc1;d pay ·Lcre t!te duties o:. their mer
chandize, if destined for the American part. Some miles be
low Roche ,'i Davion, are the limits marted out by Spain and 
the United State:;, in I ,Do. l t is a road thirty feet \\'ide, and 
its direction exactly from t.:a:~t to \\est: it cros-:es the lands lk
louging to the Chicastrn s, and divides tlie two Floridas from the 
States of Gcm~ia and South Carolina. :, .t• 

At a little di~tance from the limits, on the f>&~osite bank, is 
the Red River, so called from the colour of the t::arth '.)llspeuded 
in it. After ascending it thirty niiles, tbe mouth of the \Yaschita 
is seen, "hich, in a course of at least fo:c hundred miles, waters 
a country, rich, dPvated, liealtl,y, and abundant in mi11erals. 
The navigation is difficnlt, on account of the L1lls, "·hich, in 
dry weather, almost c11tirdv (ib:,;truct ib course. lLmid.:..;, tire 
miles from its mouth, is a ·small pbn', wliicl1 Jias r~cei,·ed its 
name from its situation on a p~il't of the river, ,\ iwre enormous 
rocks accrlcral,~ the current. The settlemeut of \\' aschita 
is 01w hundred miles farther, an<l is one of the iiucst places iu 
Lower Louisimrn. Capaulc of produci1ig ;tl! the pb:h that 
are culti\ atcd in the southern parts, sugar excepted, il p,1S~L'Sscs 
the inappreciable adrnutag;e of salubrity o, ,_:r all the otLcr:-; 

~orderi1~g the ~Iis"issippi. The cold, although very supportable, 
is suffic1ent!y ~harp to (il-stroy insects, and puri(y the air; while 
the great heats of ~mmner soon ripen the cotton, i11diµ:o, to
bac~ot :1nd rice. \\'heat, and all other grain, gro,ys very ti11e. 
~pam 1'ct ps th€re a garrison of about thirty mc11, comm,mded 
Ly a captai11. I cannot hl'l'e forbear me1iioni11g- a ~pcciu, of 
1_\ rn11ny ('\t.:rciscd u'>c;r the people, Ly men in the employ of 
tile S1-;t11i,,l1 ~':o'. t'l'lllill'llt. Oue can hardly believe that officers 
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~,·ould degrade their rank _by !lecorning :,;en·:1111'; to their soldiers, 
111 "l~-ini they ('all only m~p~re conkmpt. In all the Spaui, ;1 
colo1az.·s L \ u ns are prolub1tcd; the (.'!Jllllnanrlers aloue have 
tlw privili·g:t· pf sdling strong liquor'-. lt is uot m1com111011 to 
h~ar a c1i1l:ii11, or 1·,·e11 ~ lieutenant~c<:>ionel, enjoying this pri
, 1k~t·, order a bottle of rum to be g1\'c11 to a soldier, when :1c 
at tLc s,rn1e l;mc knows, that l,ci'1,re the end of the da-.· lw 
wil_l be ubli~1 d to punish l1itll for t:.\cess. Besides this, ·they 
cla1111 the C.\dusi\e right of furnishing the inhabitants "·ith ar
ti. · k,; lll'l'l'ssar\' for their co11snrnptio11. 'Tl,is dis'.!:raceful mo
no ply '?ist_s m·ore or ~e.ss in a~l tlie military statio~1s, l'.\et·pting
those ot l pper Lomsiana, W!;Cre the govemor has pn'sern·d 
the delicacy of a true i-'i-.·nrh :-ol<lier, and the commanders 
UJH.l;r him are too far di:-,L111t from Spanish Ui,111i11 1:-i to imitate 
such a l.>ad c;.,.amplc. 

CJL\P. ~\. VII. 

N ATC II ITOC H ES. - Il,\TO~-HOUGE. - POi ~TE COCPEE,

A CA DlA ~ S.-<; ER:\J A~ COAST.-AT:\KOP:\S A~O .\PELL'

S.\S.-CL'LTC1!.l: OF l~DlGO REPLACED BY THAT OF 

SL"GAR. 

AT' aho::t fnur hundred miles from the mouth of tlw Red 
Hivcr, is the setue·nent of X atchitoches. Jt contains from tweh t' 
to thirteen hundred inhabilants, who cultivate cotton, maii:e, 
rice, and tobacco. The latter is recko11ed the Liest in X orth 
.:\merica, so that the king of Spain bought it from the pro
prietors at a ~Teat price; l.mt he lias been so deceived, tliat he 
has dcciined it fo1 11ia11\· Years, \Yhich has occasioned the culti
vation almost entirely · t~ cease. He sides tl1cse productions, 
manv of the inhabitants traffic with the neighuouri11g IuJiau 
nati~ns. Some miles belo\\' tl1c mouth of the Hcd Hiver, ou 
the oppo:;itc coast, is the small fort of llaton-roug<', occupied by 
~·ime ~pa11ish soldiers, uuder the command of a suu-lieutt>nant. 
This fort 1s of so little importance, and the number of inha
l>i t:1!1t, so s1mll, that l shall not delay the time in meutioni11!!' it. 

); car to this is Pointe Cotq>~T, the tirst post ,, hich has the 
title of parish in LomT Louisiana. I h inhabitants cultivate 
c·Pttr;11, for which the land-; are well adapted. The houses 
,, 11id1 bord<:r the two shorl's, pn·sc11t an agreeable prospect to 
tl1e ti;m·ikr, fatigued ,,ith b~l~oldi11g dry salld:- an~I imm~nse 
f~ ,:·• --t-:. Iu all Lower .L<,t11srnua, LI)(' sliore..; of the nn:r 
are :done susceptible of cul.ture, but , !nust lw ~lcfendl'd 
frum iuu11dation by rnv:1ns oi batik.·,, l he land-; rn otlw.r 
p.trh bemg low, are a g.,e~1t i ,,1rt of the year covered by 
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the rains, which fall during spring and a great part of :sum ... 

rner. 
The upper part of Pointe Cou:1(e ne~r the .:\lississ!ppi, _is in-

lrnhited by the descendants of the ;\cadians, who lett the1r lla
tive country in 17 14, when }<ranee gave it up to Engla11d. 
They seem to have re.mained_ in t~1e s~me medi(ic_ri,:Y _in whi~:h 
they were when they first arnved m this c_ololiy. I 11eir houses 
seem rather designed for the abode of ammals than .men; and 
their children, b~cHy clothed, attract wry little the attentiou of 
their oarents. The Acadians are kind and ho~pitable; they 
never \uffer a stranger to enter their houses, without Gffering 
to him refreshments: but he mu:::.t be very hungry before he re-
solves to eat what they prepare. , 

Forty miles below Pointe Coupee, the chief objects of culture 
are cotton and rice; most of those that grow the latter are Ger
mans, the anciellt inhabitants of the colony, who live in ease on 
the pro<luce of their lands. They are, like the Acadians, kind 
aud hospitable to traveller:,;, whom either business or bad wea
ther ha); ubfo:ed to land on their coast, which has retained the 
uame of the Cierman Coast. 

The inhabitants of Louisiana give the name of ba.lJOU to a sort 
of canal, which communicates from a river to the sea, ;md 
which at low water often remains dry. By- one of these canals, 
I arrived at Atakapas, and from thence to A pelusas. These 
two settlements, which are reputed the most considerable of 
Louisiana in the interior, extend to the ,Yest as far as 2' at~ 
chitoches, with \\'hicb they communicate. Apelnsas, in a low 
and unhealtl1y soil, contai11s about eight hundred inhabitants; 
while At.1b;;as, whose lands are rich, elernted, and healthy, 
contains at least two thottsand. These two settlemeuts pro
duce cotton in great quantities, maize, rice~ &c. The inha
bitants are acti\'e, laborious, and good cultivators. Jn each 
there is a garrison of abont tifty or sixty men. The pecuni;ry 
importance of these posts, as well as all those on the ~lissi;:;
sippi, occasions them to be sought ,Yith the greatest eagerness 
by superior officers, who ii1 a fe,v wars are enabled to retire 
011 a considerable fortune. · 

At the southern e:,tremity of the German Coast, that is to 
say, at about sixty miles from :S-ew Orlean:-;, orange-trees are 
:--~·en grmri11,:~ in the open Cl'tllltry. Below the German Coast 
t~ey formerly cultivated indigo, which although inferior in qua .. 
hti' to that of the more southern colonies. sold at an advan
ta;~co~1s. price. Without speaking of this - ,,aluable plant, the 
l1escnpt1on and preparation of which 111:Jv be found in "·orks 
on agricultnre and chemistn·, [ shall oul~- observe that there is 
an i1:~;cct peculi~tr to this cou{1try, which, ii; the space of twenty-! 

4 
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f~ur hours, often de.~troys t!w finest crop, has powerfully cou .. 
tnbuted to m~1!.c its ettltivation cease in Louisiaua. 

This culture has _Leen replacecl in a:l the low parts of tiit' 

colony by that of sugar, "·hose easv sale insures to the inl1:1-
hitants a more C<'rtai11 and not less profitable revenue. Du1 it,::_ 

the dreadful troubles that depopulated St. Dominrro the <lis
p~rsed inh~1bitants s J11::,lit iu all parts means of ~c:1pi11g the 
mi:-ny ,,h1ch pursued them. Some thought that LJ\nr 
Louisiana, where no trials of cultivating: sugar had Leen made, 
would produce it in abundance, and that the climate, althow>h 
:rnbject to sharp frosts, would, however, permit them to man~1 .. 
facture it with advantage. 

The su~ar manufactured there is good, but inferior to that 
•Jf the more southern colonies. The reason i ... , that the rn11es~ 
instead of being ripened by heat, are forced Ly tl1i~ white frosh, 
which never fail to take place in December. These frosts harn 
two inconn.'niencies; first, to diminish the quality of the c111t··,. 
which canuot remain more than nine moullt" iu the ground; ·the 
second, to destroy the crop, when too early. 

Among the natural productions of Southern Louisiana, I must 
particular]y notice tlie wax-tree. .Although it has never yet 
been much attended to, it cannot be doubted, that the wax 
\iill become au important artic1e of commerce. A. .French 
chemist, who had resided for many years at .:'\ cw York, clis
~overed a simple and cheap process to render it as white 
as that of bees. The approbation which he received from the 
l7 nited States, must add to the value of this tree, and the pro
pagation of it in all parts of America where the climate is fo
·rnuraolr. 

CHAP. XYllI. 

',RRIVAL AT ~EW ORLEA~S.-LA SALLE,-IBERVILLE,

f:STABLISlDIENT OF ;-.;E\\' OHLEANS.-CESSION OF LOU

ISIANA TO ~I. DE CROZAT.-ABANI>ONED TO SPAI.'.'i. 

-ORELLJ.-lfflLDINGS, POPCLATION, AND POLICE Ol' 

NEW URLCANS,-GOVER~\lE~T, l\lANNI-:ns, A-:-.D Cl'S

TO:\IS OF THE I~HABITANTS.-CO'.\I!\IERCE OF ARTl

CLES OF coNSlJ'.\ll'TION,-TAXES DIP©SED ON LOUISl

ANA.-ENUMERATlON 'oF THE ARTICLES o-:-.- WllJClI 

THEY ARE AND OUGHT TO BE LHD,-DEFICIENCY EX

PER l E N C [~ D AN N U ALLY BY T ll E S PA N IS H GOVE It N -

M ENT,-CO :..fT fl A BAND CO~l!\1 ERC L - TREATY \\"ITII 

THE li.NJTED :iTATES, 

NEW Orleans, at which I arrived in six weeb, does n,,t 
rn,.rit a f~1, vllr::Ld<J <lcscription. All that can be said in J1 (~:ic,~ 
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of its fuuudrr, 1s, tL:it there is not for a ~rc:it distance a :fine!', 
more ele\'ated, or healthier p()-·;t_i,m :ie<, .:\ew Odeans, on the 
left Lank of the .'.\Ii ,-·i: -ip: .i, 11carlv 011e huiHfrcd miles from itr, 
month, st:mds on nn i>h;,: i forn;cd hy the lake Pontch~i,tr:,i11 
and the Iben·ille ri\cr. The houses, built al.Jorn ciµht feet be
low the level of the river, arc ou!y defended by i\rt from thl' 
periodical i111111dati011-:. 

lbervillc appears to be the first, "ho twice ascended the :Jis
si--sipni, ,Yith some -;'.!! ps granted to him by Lon is XIV. La 
Salle,' wlio some years before had sailed down it, iiad, on 
l1is return to France, obtained from the government a small 
squadron, with which he cwleavoured to rl'vi::;i~ tlic ~,10uth 
of this rinT; but dri\·cn lJy winds, often wry nolt'nt m the 
~11lf of ~Iexico, he landed at a considerable distance to tlH-~ 
;rest, \\ here', after suffering fatigues and hardships, he inisernL·iy 
p~ri~b:...,;J Ly the liands of the sav::~cs, who were excited to ~hi:; 
act bv some of his subaltern o:tiicerr,. Better informed or more 
fortu;iate, (Lerville left some ad, rnturers on the banks of the 
_Mississippi, .supplied them with proYi~ions, chthes, aud some 
trinkets necessary for trading with the lndians, and n
turned to France. On the report made by him to Louis X [ V. 
of th':~ wealth of tl1is new discovered country, the beauty of ib 
situation, and tL('. advantages ,Yhich it prumi~.·- ,l the, king 
~ra11ted him fresh assistance. lWa11y ,llhenture, s }':1 1 cd him to 
settle in these countries, and the ~uYernmeut :-,~nt there some 
thieves and robbers, who were happy to escape by exile the 
punishments thry desen(·(l. 

On his retiun to the :Mississippi, l he:·\ ille fonnd the men 
that he had left there in the most deplorable conditIOJJ. Some 
had peri~hed O\ the s:l\-a"·es, some ln reptiles with which tLir; 
,·ou11try abomH;~:, and othe~s by the cx,:c'-~i\·e heat of the climate. 
'1'ho-::e that snn·iYed had co11strncted cabins, "hich tb2\· sur
rounded by stakes, to defend them from the incursions of· their 
cnemic~. His return inspired them with fn_sh hope and Ctlltr:i'..>.!. 

He treated ,\·itli the neighbouring nations, nnde them present,, 
and obtained from them a promise that his countrrnwn ,hould 
11, it be molested in their :'-ettlement, to which be o-;ve the name 
of l\ e,,. Orl_cans: l·nt his pren'lature death put ~n e11d to Iii~ 
labours: D1s~urb~nces arose in the colony; jealousies gme L,id1 
to. vart1es, a11:1w1'.1tics, and disorganization. Instead of µur
sn111g th;. •:ec~ssar~ la~ours, eacl! h.usied him_self. in planning 
modes ot lllJurrng l11s ne1gh1Jour. flungs were m tins deplorable 

,fi If higher, it would be to~ distant from the sea; if lower, subject to 
inuhdatious. 
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situation, when l\I. de Crozat, in 171 g, obtained from Louis: 
XIV. a grant of the province of Louisiana. It comprc:l1euded 
both bank~ of the ~I is~issippi through its whole length, a part 
of the 01110 to the ::\liami, and extended as far as lake Erie, 
on the borders of Canada. 

During the fr\\' years that :\ I. de Crozat possessed it, lie at .. 
tracted some cultivators, and took with him a crowd of advca
turers. Of all the inhabited parts of the ~ ew \Y orld, no one 
lias been peopled so slowly as i\ew Orleans. In Yain did the 
government, after the death of Louis .:X f\ ·. offer advantages to 
the colouists; none b11t those who were without resources, or ex
posed to the veugeance of the laws, would go to the ~Iississippi. 

It is diflicult to imagine how much this colony suffered bJ 
the war which terminated in 176,, bv the cession of Canada 
to E11gland. Left to their own 1,trc1.1gth, without resources 
from the mothcr-cou11trv, the inhabitants of New Orleans had 
no rnea11s of obtaining ~lothing. At la~t, after five years of mi
sery, peace restored them to abundance, and attracted new 
settlers. 

During the two years which followed the ce8sion of Canada,. 
great numbers of French who were established there, aban
tloned it to go to a country where they might live under their 
11ative hrn-s. New Orleans had become a considerable staple, 
,Yhen France, from a mistaken economy, transferred it to Spain . 
. From tliat moment, affairs assumed a different aspect. The 
taking possession of it, which Ore1li signalized by his perfidious 
cruelty, not only p11t a stop to the increase of population by 
the arrival of ne\\' .settler~, but induced many rich proprietors 
to desert a couutrv, whose new maste1~ acted as a tyrant. In 
vain did Spain rec~ll him ; the first impression was too stroug 
for the recollection of it to be hastily effaced. 

The "hole town m1s destroyed oy foe in I i88, and the 
~natl r part in 1794, The Luu:<.S an; at present built of brick, 
:u1d contain about twelve thuusa11d inhabitants. ~ ew Ork,:11s 
is the seat of tlw superior authorjties of Louisiana, which 
are vested in a o-ovcruor a1hl overseer. The former*, a foolish 
old man, "110 ;u\Trns the colony according to the will of his 
sou, a p1 ag11,.iti,:al and i'.£1ll.,L111t young man. _.,:;,:latter, a m,:H 

~ It will ~1fJl't':ir scarcely crcdiLJ(, that he pubfahed a decree the same 
war that I an;vcd, by which he f<~rb.t•I inocul:;t:,J1i, as npJ_' 1,(;d to rclic:1u~:. 
• rinciple!i. Above six hundred c.luldrt'll and ~.:ire~ fell '\ldilUS t() tin~ a:J
fnr<l prej; 1:lice, which lJa~ been, and :till C·Jri 1uu.-:; tv l.L;, "Ji•: ''.•JL'I.:~ of 
the government. 

1.> tJ I.,.\ C •] ~r 
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,of low extraction, who carries to excc:-:s his hatred towards the 
French, whom. he injures solely for the pleasure of injuring. 
The governor ha-; comerted every thing to m011ey .. The places
given by his predecessor, ha,·e been sold : he has turned out 
men of known integrity, and replaced them by r?gues ; and 
has done even thino- to diso-ust men of ho11c--;t intent10ns. 

There is ~ulv 01~ mon?tstic institution for men at .X ew Or
leans ; and tlwy · hide their dcpravatio11 and ignorance under the 
garb of relio-io11. There is also a convent of nuns, \\'here young 
girls arc inst;·nctcd. . 

The town is not paved, and probably never will he while 
under the Spauish government. The markets, for want of 
proper ventilation, emit pntrid vapours; so that it is likely, 
in a frw ,ctlr,:, either the wllow fever, or some other conta
gious disc[;,c;;e, will destroy a great number of the foreign settlers; 
ncn the nati rrs are often attacked. 

The Creoles of Louisiana Lave not lost, under a foreign go
,·emment, either the love of tl1c mother-country, or the tastes which 
characterize its inhabitants. They yield themselves to pleasure 
in excess. Feasting and gaming occupy all their attention. 
This latter appears the most predominant. They are hunwne, 
affable, and hospitable. The Creo!ian women are passionatt,ly 
fond of dancing-. The men, heing brave, bold, and enterprising, 
nothing pleases them so nmc;l1 a~ the military uniform, which 
they wear at thirteen or foiirteen. The government employ 
them in the rniliti:i, or in the regim~nts of Louisiana. They 
are often cadets tire or six years before they gain the rank of 
sub-lieutenant: but this is no inconvenience, the cpmdette i-: 
that which flatters them. 

Thus, in this countn·, as cnn where else, man is ambitious 
tn co1_nmm~d others, at an age ~d1en he is incapable of com
maudmg lrnnsclf. 

Louisia.na, which neither produced corn nor pulse of any kind, 
was supplied before tlw ,rar by France, when the inhabitants 
wc!1t under Spanish colours to pro\'ide themselves with neces
saries. But for more than ten vcars, the ~\mcricarns h;i\c been 
able to supply them. They rt:'c~ive in payment dollars, whic.h 
they set~d by hor~l'" aml ,rag~nns to Philadelphia. They furnish 
!hem wlth clothes; furniture, and oth,'r mcrchandize, and receive 

·111 exchange sugar, indigo. aud cotton. · 
All the taxes imposed in Loni~-irna by the Spanish govern

ment, arc confined to six i'L'r cent. 011 1m·rchandize imported, 
and products cxr:irted from the ('.olony. On this hc:1d, as on 
many others, the pnl;c_r of the United ~~; ate-, is preferab]e to 
that of ~.;_p:,i11. Tl1f' tgt~s otl foe merchandize which they ma. 
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1111facturc, as well as on the products of tlH i:· 1ands, are almost 
al! taken off; while those 011 nwrd1audize ;mportcd, are in in
Yerse proportion to their importance. 'j h· articles of luxury 
~m· still more highly taxed ; t!m-; agriculturi~L and manufacturer, 
arc cncour~ged, and the rich taxed in proportion to their 
f,,rtunes. 

H o,,·,·ver inf'ffic:icious the lam, enacted in Louisiana might 
be, it is probable that they would have been ;idequate to the 
gon~rnmcnt of the colony, if they had been distributed with 
economy. But contraband is carried on, notwithstanding 
the smallness of the tax, \\hich obliges the King of ~p:,i11 h> 

send considerable sums annually. The expcnces and revenues 
of the colony, may be calculated in the follo\\'ing mauner ~-

In 1801, there was exported from Louisiana, 30,000 
cwt. of cotton, which, at UO Ji\". per c1\ t. the Li-.Tcs. Svls. 
common value, amounts to 3,Goo,ooo o 

Raw suga.r, 84,,000 cwt. at '27 liv. 10s. per cwt. 2,-1-90,000 0 
In<ligo, 33il C\\"t, at 600 liv. ditto 2,Q'2'2,600 0 
Tobacco, ,scio cwt. at 40 liv. ditto 31'2,000 O 
Squirrel skins, 3000 cwt. at 200 liv. ditto 600,000 0 
Castor ditto, 18 cwt. at 500 liv. ditto 90,000 0 
Lead ore, 4000 cwt. at 30 )iv. ditto 1:20,000 0 
Sheet lca<l, 450 cwt. at 75 liv. ditto 33,750 0 
Planks for the llavannah 256,000 0 
Sugar casks for the above 19-1-,Goo O 
.Mules, horses, oxen, and cows, for ditto 6-00,000 0 
Timber for ditto 96,000 0 

Total of all the entries made at the Custom-house 
of Kew Orleans, in 1801 10,414,950 ~ 

To this may be added at least 5~, to equal the sums 

not declared 6,'24·1-,970 0 

Total livrcs 16,659,920 0 
Imports entered at the Custom-house, in the course 

of the same year 5,478,598 µ 

Total lines 22,133,518 0 
But as the contraband on tLi~ part is ~ore consi- · 

derable than on the products of the ~ulony, 
this sum may fairly be doubled .5,~78,598 0 

The amount of taxes collected is 27,617,,116 0 
"'liich will produce, at th~ rate of 6 per cent. 1,706,171 3 
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The expences fixed by the government are 
follows:-

f~xpenccs of admini'.,tration 
Payment of troops -
Administration of justice 
Religion 
forts 
Artillery - • 
Presents to the savages 
Unforeseen expe:1ce::, 
Custom-house 
.:.fariue 

as 
Livres. Sols. 

290,000 0 
1,095,000 0 

160,000 O 
126,000 0 
96,000 0 

116,000 0 
440,000 0 
100,000 0 
240,000 0 
178,000 0 

Total li"res 2,8..J..1,000 0 
All the 5ums on which the taxes are effectively 

raised, amount on the one part to 10,414,9.50 0 
And on the other io 5,-1-78,598 O 

Total lines Jo,893,5-1-8 O 
Jt follows that the Ki:;g of Spain only rccei ves from 
· this cdonv 953,c132 l ~ 
And that he w1ll be oliliged to send annually l,:SS7,S67 8 

The reform necessary to be made in all parts of the admi
nistration, both military and civil, also the preseuts to the 
savages, to "·horn one h:1lf j._ not distributed, would _certainly 
bring tlie expences to the level of the receipts ; but it seems the 
Spanish· government suffers itself to be plundered; nay, even 
e1kourages the depredation, by not allo\'\'ing to those in their 
employ a sufficient salar:-o 
. The exportation commerce of Louis1ana, fifteen years ago, 

was carried on with thirty :-hirs of nioderatc size. Since the 
cultii·ation of sugar and c< 1tt(ltJ, it has so increased, that above 
two huu<lred are employed. 

Besides the, ahove prodnctions, ~ cw Orleans farui~lics the 
Ilarnnnah '"·ith planks and sugar-cask:-, of which there is a 
great consumption. The centrabaud commerce with l\Iexico., 
is also a considerable advantage to New Orleans. The Eu
i'opean ·merchandize, which isw sold at a high price in almost 
every1 part of this rich coun'try, encourages ~peculators to ri~k 
confiscation, and even corporeal punishments, to which they 
are condemned if discovered. The traders, after ascending the 
Red River as far as Natchitoches, transport their merchan<lize on 
horses to a distance of more than 600 miles. The hopes of 
we:.ihh n .. ,(e them readily endure the fatigues inseparable from 
so long a journey, and the terrors of some savage nations, that 
kill without nitv all the Whites that fall into their hands. The 
rich nicn:har~ts; "hose fortunes will permit them to make large 
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~acrifi~es, bnd on the most advantageous coasts, and gain over 
m th1·1r favour_ the t:hiefs of the government, who, under pr,··· 
te11ce of allow111·'.· them time to repair their ship, take no no
tice of the <jllal1t:,· or q1,a11tity uf tl,e goods landed. 

The tratkr.s; bring from ~\frxico ingots and }Jia3trc:s, with 
which they load mules :,11Ll horses, the trouble r_;f cm1ductin"· 
\\hich, and the expeu,-tr.; 011 thP- road, may be t·ous.idc;·e,~ Ui; 
principal part of their co!:it. The mules, as \Yeil as hurseo,, are 
s1;::ti!, strung, a11<l vigorous. The rich merchants only h!·:11••; 
back. ingots :-ind piastres, the countries where tlic: iu11d producing 
nothmg \\'h1ch can be sold with advant:i'!·e. E, the tn::tl\' of 
179G with the United States, the Kiil'.S 

0

of :'.:p:;in 1·11:.:;:1;l';l to 
give th('m a oepot at Ne\\' Orleans for tbc lli(TC'.!'.ll11!i,:c d, sti:wd 
to ascend the .Mississippi, and for the overplus of the products 
of the \\' estern States. Thi-; depot, ,, Licli was ~:: ::11tt d to 
them for three years, was to have been (if His Cd.b., ,lie \b
jesty was unwilling to continue it) replaced by some <,tl:·.r, 
equally advantageous to both governments. \\'ithout re~JH, t to 
this part of the treaty, the president of the United States was 
informed, some time before my arri,·al, that not only the port 
remained shut, but that also a depot was forbidden to the 
American merchant'!!. This breach of faith could not fail to 
exasperate the ,v estern States, which have no other channel 
for disposing of the overplus of their productions. It has since 
appeared, that this measure was not authorized by the Sp,ini>h 
government, but was the result of the desire of injuring, and of 
hatred to the French. 

CHAP. XIX. 

• CONSI DERATIO:\'S o::,.. SLAVERY .-FREE ~EGROES.-'.Yr

LATTOES.-CON DUCT TO .BE OBSERYED '\\ITH THE :'.\A-, 

TI V ES OF THE COL ~TRY .-TER H ITORI ,\ L ADV .\ NT.\GES 

nF LOUISL\XA FOR FRANCE.-TIIOSE WHICH II' OFlTl~S 

TO HER NAVY.-C0:\1:\IERCI.\L ADVANTAGES,-<'0',1-

l\lEHCE lN SKINS.-:i.\I:\;'.".\ER OF REACHING THE LAK£ 

0 \\'IN l PI KE, 0 R ". l ~ ); IP E G. 

SLAVERY the gTc1lt·,.;t of necessary e,ils, as ,Yrll to those 
that endure it,' as tlio,c t \1at are obliged to employ the ,ictim", 
exists in both the Loui-ianas; and must c011tinue mauy suc
c< t di11g a~t_·s in the south, if the gcvernment wish to encourage 
a:...;ricultm~, which is ttll'ir 011ly resource. The. ~e~rou; al~11e 
can labour in these scorching climates; the "hnc.'., uotwllh
~tanding all precaution, pt··"'., if they cuitirnte their own fields. 
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To derive acl'vantage from the colonif':-, the import~tion nf 
:N egrocs must be protected ; but, it is at the same time lhc 
interest of !?,"O\'ernmellt, to watch r:1at the inhabitants do not 
~lrnse the po~ver <>'iveu them l,y the law!, . 

. After the cruel experience ·of St. Domin~:n, ,rhich probably 
lws openeJ the eyes of all tl1ose philanthropists, who consider 
as W)tlii1,.~ the prosperity of empires when it is m contra
dictiou to their sentiment,tl notions of humanity, l am far 
from advising tlie government to relax the chains of ~lu,·uy, 
whid1 e~ther must sub,ist, or the colonies be lost. 

In Lower Louisiana, the ~ egrNs are badly fec.l; each indi
vidual does not rccei·,'e above ~ !x.1rrd of maize in the eafs every 
month, which is not more t!B:J 0ne third of a barrel m grain. 
They must procure tbe remainder of their food and clothes by the 
prorluce of tlieir labour on Sund:iys. If they d0 not, they must 
remain naked during the rigorous sc:l',•Jll. In ,,·inter they ge
iwra!l_v \Year a ::;lii:-t, and a \\ oollen con;I"ing in the form of a 
great-coat. 

( )u:.;ht not a master to provide his slave with clothing and 
food, 111 proportion to the work required of him ? Does not a 
day of rest belong to e,-cry man, and more especially to those 
nnploycd i11 the labour.-; of tlie field'? These questJous would 
havt been uirnccc:,;sary, if aYarice, more po·werful than humanity, 
did not govern all men, but especially the inhabitants of the 
C(,!oui;:s. \'-.hat are the consequences of this avarice? The 
~egroes, h~dly fed and fatigued, are soon exhausted; weakness, 
dist>ase, and death succeed. Thus does tbe master Ly iucreasir;g 
his revem1es lose the capital, without being rendered wiser by 
experiPnce. I am not unacquainted that the X egroes are un
like other men; they cannot be ma11aged by mildness or senti
ment ; that they deride those who treat them with kindness; 
ti1:,t they belon~ by their moral constitution as much to the 
i.:rute, a.-. by their physic~l, they do to man ; but, let us at 
]";.i~t take the same care of them as of the quadrupeds \\"t1ich 
,,,·;· employ; let us fecJ them well, that. thev may work well, 
and not require of them more than thcv are aeie. 

The ~ c\:roes are naturally crafty, iZHe, cmcl, and thieves; J 
rn.·cd lJf>t add, that in their hcarb they are all enemies to the 
\\ hites.. ,.~'he serpent endeavours to Lite him that tramples hin~ 
under lus icrt; the :-la\"c must hate his master. But it is 
riifiicult to account for the l,rutality and aversion of the free 
.Blad., to those of their own species.. Thcv are treated by 
1•hG~1 \\"O r.,c tlian by tl~e \ \"liites. · 

Altlw11gh tlie frt'L' Blacks lose verv little of their hatred to 

;he )\"hi-te;'5', yet tb('y are fnr fro1!1 _being as dangerous as the iiu~ 
\!liocs. 1 he~c s•·1·111 lo part1c1palt' as much of the vices o{ 

4 
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lJuth '-prcies as of thrir colour: they arc vindicti\'f', traitors, :m:l 
('fjUal enemies to the Blacks and \Vhites. J\.-; to men of colo.,r, 
"l:o 3re still more dangerous, it would prohably be HT\' acivan
tageous to form them into a colony in some uninbd.,itcd pnrt <·l 
the continent: this measure \\·ould free tL, co!uuies of tlio:s,· 
men, by whom tht>y one clav or other will be dcstroved, a1:,! 
would abolish the 1ntemper~te conduct of the Whites· to,·,;irds 
their slaves, which is the ruin of society, and the principal 
C'ause of the small population of the countries they inhabit. 

The conduct of the Spanish gowrnmcnt toward., the na
tives of Louisiana, has rendcn-ed the mmmer <liftirnlt with 
which the succeeding power should behave. Possessing :-;()Urci·s 

of gold which 8eemed inexhaustible, this metal formed the 
basis of all their enterprises. If they desired W'.li', tlic_v boug;lit 
men, or if peace, it ":t-; procured by gold ; if it was tl1~ir in
tere~t to prc~er\'c harmony between two rival po-.';er:", tlie un~ 
that was in want of money was forced to renounce it.· claims. 
'The cliicf-; of each nation annually received con·idc·r:d/e pre
.ients for themselves and nation ; and e\·er:- savaµ;e going to a 
~panish colony, recei\·ed the same allowance as a soldier as 
long a:-; he remained in it. In rigorous season'.:-! and climate"', 
they are c1othed and provided with necessaries. Above eight}' 
thousand fraw-; are expended annually in these presuuts, by 
'"·hich the men in superior ofiices obtain their fortunes. 

Uf all Europ1 :rn natio11.-., none is better <tti; :ititd to obtain 
.i-hc frieud~hip of the nations near Louisiaua tlia11 Frauce. They 
have never forgotten that they were the tir:-t \Yl:it,~" t!iat la11dt>d 
in their countr_\, and tliat they first recc:,·ed from them :Slt'.l'; 

and knives, (dat1'.!crous presents, but highly prized.) To ob
tain an_v thing frdm the sa,·,iges, we must be kind, and at 
the ~ame time severe in the ad.:.11ini<:·:1tion of justice. If the 
Spanish g,,vernment is at present despised by the natio11s with 
whom thev tradt~, it is because, bei11g too weak to Le .iu,t, they 
Law· suffei·ed the first murders comnulted vi: them to go Ull

punislied . 
.:\moug the uations with \\l10m it principally concerns the 

pr1'.,,(·.,sor., of Louisiana tu be on fricudl_y terms, are the :'lillt1.'{ 
of the Savannalis: in the tir~t place, because they are the mo,t 
numerous nation of the N nrtl1; sc<.:01!Jl_v, being tl:c best hunters, 
thev are of ,Treat advantage to com11H.:rce; and third y, IJ1·,11::; 
rna~tl'rs of d~e left bank of the )j issuuri, aud ti1e right of the 
Mississippi, they might intercept. all cou~munication wit!1 the 
tribes situated on the upper part ot these rm:r'-. 

1\ft1·r the Sioux, the O.,:,;t·; are perl1ap') the most barharoll'J 
of all the uations frl'qncutL'J Ly tlic \\'hiks in this part of the 
continent. The co11Juct di,play1_d by 1:1vme French go,,crnor., 
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towards the savages of Canada, may serve as an example tc, 
those who shall be employed hereafter in ~he same situation;. 
:From the mo111e11t that a murder was committed, all commum
cation with the traders \\ as interdicted, until the criminal was 
discovered and executed. If any horses were stolen, the same 
mode ,ms resorted to until they were restored. ..An act of 
mercy is in tl1c cyt·s of the savages, a11 act of weakn~ss_; and 
oue cri111e uupuui:;hed, always encourages the comnnss1en of 
a second. 

Louif-i~ma, by t~1e treaty between Spain and the U11ited States 
in 1796, recciYed nc,r boundaries. Its limits, which before 
comprehended both the banks of the 1'Iississippi as far as 
the Ohio, were fixed to th~ left bank of this fine riH'r, be
low the ~?.t; and Sp~1i11 oi1ly remained in possession of the 
,vliole course from this place to itt: mouth, "·hich is in £!Y' 51', 
ac<·<11din~- to general estim::trc·. 

From the :10° of latitude, Louisiana· < 1joys the advantages of 
all the cliwates in Europe, and rnn supply all their productions. 
The air is salubrious, the land fertile, ancl the mines abundant ; it 
is so \Yell i:upplied with rivers, that the inhabitants are certain 
of an easy and uninterruped communication to a great distance. 
Sugar, cotton, indigo, rice, and tobacco, grow in the southern 
part; while in the mure temperate parts., the earth produces 
abundant crops of corn, barley, maize, &c. 

1:~rance is situated in the most tempernie climate in the world; 
the lands are rich, its inhabitants laborious and industrious; hut 
its territories are so con1:1~cJ, that notwithstanding its fertility, 
the crops are often dc~-1ru_,-f'd, either by drought or superabuu
dance of rain. In those seasons, the inhabitants are obliged 
to obtain from their nc ighbours, corn, ~!lhl other necessaries 
of life. 

Let us suppose Louisiana peopled so that its f(;rtile lands "·ere 
cultivate~, and its meadows covered \\ ith flocks; then would 
France, m years of scarcity, find ill it a cet'tain resource. Ex
cessive rains, or great drought; can only be 1~arfr,1 in a country 
of so great an extent; and that part which he.is not suffered will 
always have an ovcrplus to export. 

To these adraut:1~:cs we mav add those \\ hich France would 
derive for her lia\'y from Louisiana. Beino- destitute of timber 
she is obliged to obtain it from foreio-n cm~1fre:-. as also hemp' 
But if once in possession of this f~1e colon~,' she won ld find 

. h ~' 
r~sources m erself. The ~edar, the C\'prc:--.~, the acacia, the 
cl1ffer~nt species of oak, ,vhich an~ all' iit for shi-p-building, 
co~cr its surf?ce ; anci hemp, without cultirntion o-ro,,•s to a great 
he1nl1t and IS , · . } '::, 
. --; • ~· 

1 
• • e\e.n supeno~ to t iat of the north of Europe. 

l iom the expenmeuts which have been made by conm1and 
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of the Spanish ministry, the most advantageous conc1usior.s 
have been drawn; to this may be added the possession of lead
mines, the ore b<·ing, in many places, .close to the surface of the 
ground ; the facility of manufacturing potash and salt-petre: aud 
tlie iron, copper, and silY<'r mines, so abumlant in the interior. 

The chief advanta~es of a colony, in respect of commerce, 
e:xists in the colonv itself; and the more it is flouri.;h;u:.r and 
populous, the great<·r ,,·ill be the advantages derived i;.\ the 
mother country. But \\hen, besides the interior cowmmption, 
it offers a market and supplies of the greatest importance to the 
mother-country, how much ought such a col()ny to be valued! 
Such is the case in which Louisiana is in r:::latini1 to France. 
The inhabitants of the Western Settlements of the L nitcd States, 
entirely employed in agricultural labour.;, neither manufacture 
clothing nor furniture. Their intercourse with the maritime 
cities from which they obtain these neces-.ary articles, presents 
innumerable difficulties; the land-carriage being both expensive 
and dangerous. How great would be the advantages gained 
by a depot, from "hich all lhr·ir supplies might come by 
water, and where they could p:1~ for them hy the overplus 
of their territorial productious ! ~ 1:w Orleans is this depot. 
Coffee, sugar, spices, East and West India merchaudize, would 
always sell there to adv:mtage. Thi· !!OYcnuuent can11ot be 
ignorant, how much the good. understanding of the two com1-
tries depends on their commercial relations, and how advan
tageous it would be for }'ranee to preser\'e this good under
standing with the \ \' e1,tern States uf America; which, from 
their character, opinions, and situation, will probably soon !Jc
come independent of the ~ orthern ~tatcs. Auother brunch of 
commerce, not less important, is that of furs and skins. [ 
have endeavoured in a former chapter to prove, with what 
facility Louisiana might wrest this trade from Canada, on the 
\\·hole of the right bank of the ~1 ississippi : it will be less 
<lifficult to convince the reader, that we possess, even over our 
rivals on the most northern lakes, an ad.vantage of cent. per ceut. 

Between the )lissouri and the chaiu of mountai11s which are 
, m the southern bank of tl1c great Red River, ,vhose waters 
flow into the lake Owinipike, is a part of the natiou of 
Chistinous, to the number of b\.e hundred warriors. The 
body of thi-, nation, to the number of '2500 \\:arriors, is 
d1:ipersed between the 50 and 55° 11ortl1 :at. and l <20~' west long . 
.lletween the ~h,.sc1uri and the Hed Hiver, but more to the "c~t, 
is the ri\'cr of the Osscnibuiws, \\'hich seems tu derive ib water':i 
from the lake Placottc; it tl, ,ws into the river Catepoie, ,·.11ich 
has its month in the Hed Hirer, ~t a little distance from th\! lake 
Owi11ipike. The people that inh:iLit its b:.11.,~s, known by the 

»u LAC.] !'1 
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name 0f the Osseniboines, situated between 48 and 50° north 
lat. an<l l J :50 loug. an kind and peaceable, and the number 
of their warriors amount to five or six hnndred. 

More to the west, at the foot of the Orignal mountains1 

,,vhich s€parates the wnters of the Missouri from those of 
the river Catepoie, are the Chivitoans, to the number of two 
thousand: thev are situated between 44 and 45c. north lat. and 
1 l 7° west lon·e1. at a little distance from the Missouri. If we 
poceed tern ards the north, along the mountains which_ seem 
to divi<le the lakes from the Pacific Ocean, we find, m the . 
50° lat. the nation of Piegans, composed of one thousand 
warriors. Jn the same latitude! but some degrees more to 
the west, the Sasacs, to the number of 400; Nie Pieds-noirs1 

to the numl:,er of 1500; and in the 548 the Castor nation, to the 
number of about six hundred. 

All these nations, situated on different rivers, which all flow 
into the river Oupaw, may easily transport their skins to the 
lake Owinipike. On the river Oupaw, is the body of the 
Chistinous, mentioned above. l\I ost of these nations consider 
the \Yhites as superior beings, under the special protection of 
the Great Spirit. X ear to the lake Owinipike, in the 57° lat. 
and 110° west long. are the Schipiwans, to the number of eight 
hundred warriors ; and on the east of the Owinipike, the Makigos, 
who amou11t to the same number. 

From these nations the English obtain the principal part of 
their fine furs. In fact, instead of the thirty-six transportations 
by land, which they are obliged to employ to arrive at Lake 
Superior by that of :'.\lechigan, we can pass by one which is 
practicable during the whole )·ear: they have, besides, seventy 
others before they reach the lake Owinipike. Some of these 
transportations pr::sent so great obstades, that it requires the 
greatest :strength and courage to surmount them ; and, notwith
standing all their actiYity, they never reach their distination 
within a war. As ,re could make a Yovage from i\ew Orleans 
in less tl{an a year, that is to say, bef~re~ tliose that have left 
(~uebec or ~lontreal have reached the nations with whom they 
traihc, ,,h:it a sHpe.riority should we po·ssess ! 

Althou~;h no one has ascend~d to the source of the 
1\1 ississippi, the general opinion of tra,·ellers is, that it derives 
its waters from some of the north-m:stern lakes-. If so, ,ye 
remain. imlispute? masters of this part of the continent; if 
othennse, there !S no doubt tk\t a communication w,ll shortlv 
br, found in the direction of the rivers that flow into it. TIH ii 
a s. !j,· tr~msportation by land would be sufficient, illstc:al of 
one 1·11wh~d and six,. which impede the trade of the Eno-lish. 
llut if thts mean fails, the Missouri offers to us anothe1: the 
facility of which ,~ certain. 
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This riyer, the. navi_gation of which is as uninterrupted as that 
o~ the M1ss1ss1pp1, wilt ;,J, nl an easy passage to the Owini
p1ke. Between 105 and l 10° west Ion.~. and 43 an<l -1,5° north 
lat._ at a little distance from the ~\fissouri, is the river Pabinac, 
,rhich has an opening info the upper part of the Red River, 
which latt~r opens a direct communication with the Owinipike. 
A staple situated on the nearest part of the l\Iissouri, would 
be sutl~cient to insure a communication with the ri\·er Pabinac • 
boats might there be built, and the merchandize would thu; 
reach its destination with the greatest quickuess This staple 
would also serve to facilitate discoveries to the south-west of the 
~lissour.i, which would be of the first importance to commerce. 

CHAP. XX. 

l,OUISIANA CONSIDEUED IN A POLITICAL YfEW. -

NECESSITY OF AL \~GE COLONY FOR FRA~CE.-DEPAR

TURE FROM NEW ORELA:N S.-FORT Pl,AQUEMINB, 

BUILT B, M. D. CARONDELET.-FORT BOURBON,

BALISE.-PI LOT MAJOR.-EXCLUSl VB PRl VILEGE. 

IT is difficult to conceive why Spain, in possession of both 
banks of the Mississippi, from tht: month of the Ohio, should 

.determine to give up one to the United States without being 
obliged by necessity, the only motive that could excuse the 
cession of so important au advantage. In vain is advauced the 
impossibility of defending such an extensive territory: if this were 
sufficient reason, she ought also to have abando11ed Louisiana 
and a great part of her other posses:,ions in America, whicb 
are without means of defence, and are ou!y secure on account of 
the weakness of the surround,ng nations. ;, u oue is ignorant 
that the invasiou of a country is attended by hostilities, to 
which the United States neither ought nor could have exposed 
themselves at the moment when Spain shewed this impolitic 

liberality. 
The Spanish government can only be recompens· d for the 

voluntary abandonment which was made of the right bank 
as far as the 32° of N. L. by the gratitude and attachment of her 
neighbours. But what is the gratitude of nations? A vague 
sentiment, which the slightest motive of ·.,nt~1-e-.t o,:;casions 
to vanish; a painful yoke, which is coutint.ially er1deaf0u1~ed 
to be cast off, and whicli it is often advantageous to break: 
even at the CXJJC11ce of justice. It is a fact but too well proved, 
that policy and virtue cannot exist. together; an~ that .i!very 
thing is subordinate to the respect1vt:. strength. of nat101'r,! or 

the caprices of those that govern them j ·{b~t a wise gover".1ment 
.N ~ 
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ouo-ht to found the basis of all their proceedings on the interest 
or .:,power of their neighbours ; aud that that , .. ,hich depa1:ts 
frot~1 these maxims will be accused of weakness or pus1l
la11imity. 

S1)ain, weak in Europe, and ·without force or consideration 
in America, neither knows how to make herself feared or 
respected. ft requires a more vigorous arm to keep the 
ieys of a barrier, on which depends the invasion of this 
part of the continent, and consequently the inrlependence of 
the colonies, as soon as they shall find neighbours powerful 
enough to protect them, and sufficiently industrious to supply 
tl1eir wants. 

In vain it is advanced that the Americans are not a warlike 
uation; that beiug occupied in agriculture and commerce, 
they do not think on aggranrlizement; that the form of their. 
government is opposite to alJ projects of conquest; and lastly, 
that it is their interest to live in the most perfect harmony with 
the powers of Europe. I reply, they are not warlike, because 
they have not a superabundance of men; and that if the system 
of the government appear:; at the moment opposite to all 
a~gramlizement, it is not less prudent to provide against the 
changes "hieh may happen in its policy; and from the 
revolutions which threaten .America, a new system may arise, 
~"11ich will make tl1em occupy a rank iu the political balance of 
the world, which they hnrn not hitherto done. , 

Another, no less important consideration for France, is, the 
uecessity of a large colony, , to which sh~ might send the 
overplus of her population. All well-governed nations 
among whom commerce a11d the arts have flourished, soon 
obtain a superabundant population_. which not finding a suffi .. 
cient subsistence in their owu country, must emigrate in search 
of 11ew settlements. 

The Romans had numerous colo'nies; the Greeks also in 
tl1eir prosperity founded mauy. The people of the north, 
too numerous, invaded the south ; :rnd. in times less remote we 
};an~ seeu all the great powers of Euwpe fill couutries, of im-
111cnsc cxtt llt, and which before had been deserts, without any 
f-ensiLle decrease of their population. Tht\s Holland has carried 
l1er i11Justr~· to the two Indies, where she possesses larO'e co., 
hrnies; :-,i,(J Er~51:):.d, th~ least populous state in Europ~, has· 
crca!;-: iit'\\' hingdom;,, which contain more subjects than her-
5flf. Fra11fe alone is deprived of this resource.. No part in 
th:~ \rnrld seems better suited for this purpose than Louisiana 
1,·hcni .-\ uy ~p!2cies of iH,dustry cannot fail of success~ ' 

I~ iii.no longer doubted·,that the new continent will at some 
futlp'i.<pu-iod be inqep.1m<lent of the olq~ The landfJ are to~ 

. . . ~ ' ( 



DEPARTl:RE FRO:\I NEW ORLEA~S. 101 

fertile, and the climate too genial, not to attract a numerous 
population, which will not fail to break the Yoke, that is borne 
011ly by imbecility. France, by obtai11i11,~ P""s~~-iou of Louisiana, 
ca1111ot prevent this dfect, n~cessan from the :;uccessio1i vf time 
and consciousness of strength ~ but she,, ill retard it. 

After a residencP of more tl1at two mouths in :...; ew Orleans, 
I quitted it on the '29th of December, notwithsta11di11g the 
pressin;; invitations of my friends, and the dangers of the ~eason. 
The vessel in which I embarked, bound for Bourdeaux, carried 
Spuni,h colours, and was called La ~lexicana. The country 
below ~ cw Orleans became level as we descended the river. 
The lauds on both banks arc well cultivated withi11 t\\'cntv miles 
of the town; but beyo11rl that distance small portioth ~re only 
attended to; on account 0f the whole being a great part of the 
year inundated by the rivfr. 

~ixty miles below ~ c\\· Orleans is fort Plaqueminc, erected 
during the govcrnmt'nt and under the direction of Baron de 
Carondelct. Fort Plaquemine, strongly built of brick, presents 
a battery of t,,el\'t'. Jong pieces of cannon on both sides 
towards the river. I<'ort Bourbon, on the opposite bank, has 
a battery ,vhich crosses that of Plaquemine: tlie garrison of 
these two po~t" is composed of from eighty to one hundred 
men, commanded by a lieutenant-colonel. 

l'rom Plaquemi11e to Balise, the last Spanish port on the 
I\lis,i:-:-iippi, the country is uninhabited, and the land so low 
that tl1c1 c can never be anv estabilishmcnts formed. At Balisc 
the pilot-mt~or reside~, \\ i10 has the exclusive right of pilotting 
all ships either to or from :'\ cw Orclam. This privilege, which 
\\'as granted by the Spanish government, is very injurious to 
na\'i'.;ators. The pilots under his command, having no com
petitors to fear, only go out ,vhen the vessel is near the port. 
1t is the more injurious to CQmmcrce, because the approach 
to the land in this part of the gulf is extremely dangerous, both 
011 accuunt of the violence of the winds, and the number of 
the mouths of the Mississippi, "liich often <focei"e navigators. 
The accidents which happen would be in part prevented, 
if the pilotage was free to ~ll that h~d served a regular 
apprenticeship: the love of gam would mduce them to go to 

ships at some miles from the coast. . . . . 
Another inconvrniencc of exclusive privileges 1s, that the 

J{in~ of ~pain, who is charged with all_ the expence6 of pilotti1~g, 
maintains no vessels proper to assist those that meet with 

accidents. 
Those that navigate in these latitudes 0_11~ht t? pa_y particular 

attl'ntion to the point of the compa:,s 111 wluch It IS pr~per 
to enter the port. The pilot assured me, that on account of the 
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sailors not attending to this, so many accidents happened. 
The prudent navigator must rememher to enter the channel wheR 
he sees the town of Balise to the north-west. 

The King of Sp~du maintaius at Ba1ise a g·c.rrison of t,n,nty 
men, principally ,:'.t~.-;i.~li('d for the ~crvi<'e of the cu--t_om-ho1~se, 
an officer bel011:!ing to wliid1 goes on board ever~ ship enterrng 
or dt>partill'.!. There are also twenty men under the order of 
the pilot-major, paid and kept as s~ld:cp,: they ~11:iy, h_cmever, 
quit thc:r employ at pleasure, provided that their sernces are 
not imn,e<liatdy required, and that they owe nothing:. This 
last colldition generally fixes them for mu1y years; the pilut
major taking care to keep them always d,:pfr,dan!, b:,: supplying 
them with spirits, of wbicli they consume large qwrnLltJt:,. 

CHAP. X~I. 

LlFE OF GEORGE AUGUSTUS BOWLES. 

J\ )! ERJ C.A, although populous for many years, has produced 
verv few men whose names are deservin~ of being transmitted 
to ·po.tl:'rity; Franklin aud ·washington are perhaps the only 
ones to whom it can boast of having given birth. I hope for 
pardon in rd.~ting the life of one, who, by the originality of 
his character, the extent of his kno,, lcd!!e, the vast projects 

· he J1as conceived, and those that he bas executed, merits par
ticular attention. 

George Augustus Bo,vles was born in )I aryland, one of the 
United States; his father, an Englishman by birth, had amac;sed 
a con!-ii<lerable property, and e1tioyed the esteem of his fellow
citize11s, among whom he had an honourable rank. \\'hen the 
war broke out in 177 5 between England and the l "nited :State:-, 
Iluwles, though yet a boy, ran after the adventures of a military 
life, for which nature seemed to have designed him. It would 
be difficult to allcdge the reasons that dctem1i1h'd him to 
prefer the English party to that of his native country. 1t 
is probable that the eleg-ance and good discipline of the 
English regiments, alone determined his choice. ..:\t the age 
o.f thirteen he offered himself a volunteer to an English regiment 
of infantry, and was admitted. After a year'::; service he was 
received among the Loyalists of Maryland, commanded by 
Colonel James Chalmers, a man distinguished for his' great 
talents, his fortune, and attachment to the mother countrv. 

Having embarked in 1777 with his mziment, in \\'.hich he 
liad obtained the rank of an officer, he .... arrived at Pensacola 
in Florida, where, on account of neghgence, he was deprived of 
bis commission. J?ar from feeling uneasiness, he supported bis 
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!11isfortune with indifference and even joy. Having passed hi ... youth 
m the midst of forests, and on the frontiers of sa,·a6Ps, he con
tracted an f:'arly attachment to their mode of living. He retired 
among the Creek l ndians, an<l marril'd one of their "omen. 
Dnring the war between England and Spain, in 1779, he parti
cularly clistin~uished himself by his cool intrepidity and supe
riority of ~e1:1ils. The constant friend of the English, he persuaded 
his brother-warriors to go to the assistance of Pensacola, which 
was then besieged by the Spaniards. He entered the town at the 
head of a party wliirh he had raiserl, and conducted himself as an 
able commander. The attack of Mobile afforded him a fresh 
opportunity of distiucticn : the applauses "·hich he deservedlv 
received, engaged Col. Campbell to offer him the command of;.: 
company, which he accepted; but, in a short time, was depri,·ed 
( ,f it by a court-martial, and \'Vas on the point of bei11g sen
teuced to death, for haviug, at the head of the army, threat
ened 011c of his superior officers. Disgusted ,Yith 'the "European 
service, he returned to his friends, with whom he had left his 
children, as a pledge of his love and fidelity. ;\ lil10•1)1 not 
yet nineteen, he had inspired them with such a vc11erntiou for 
him, and was so admired by them, that lie was called " the 
Leloved warrior." 

1-Ie remaiticd with them a whole year, during which he was 
not inactive. 'I'he advice which he gave them, and the new . 
means of defence and attack in which he instructed them, will 
in.;ure to them, in case of necessity, a decided superiority over 
their e11e111ies. Incapable of remaining long inactive, he 
set out to ,·isit tlie coasts of Florida. After travelling o\·e.r 
them, he embarked for Providence, where he solicitL:d arms 
and ammunition for his nation. Having obtained them, he re
turned in spite of every obstacle to the Creeks. He then embark
ed with some of his intrepid companions in a transport sliip, and 
crossed "·ith tlwm into the gulf of Florida, ,vhere he captured 
many :.-:.1,:u1i~li ships) bound for the Havaunah and i\ cw Or
leans. 

The Spanish government, obstructed in her commerce by an 
c11l'111_y liitlw1 to despised, covered themselves \Yit)1 di::~;; Jee by 
olfrri1111· a n·,,·ard for his head. J Iu,n,,-cr, notw1thstarnll!1'.~ the 
--:ubtilty of Spai11, Bowles continued to keep the sea with ad
vantan-c. 

:Ueincr invested by his tribe with an unlimited atit''"' i1.;. he 
\\·a.; aft;r the puac(' of I:'-'·;, indefatigable in impro,ill~ tiie lut 
of his brother-warrior'i, Threa~ened in J ,d.5 b•, a war w1ti1 the 
iuh:1bita11ts uf Geor~ia, whose assembly 11ad sold some lands be
lun~· i11~r to the C,:ecks, he set out for Augmta, where the 
StatL's '~vere held 1\ftt'r taking every prec:.i.utiou, aud being as-

4 
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sured bv the inhabitants that he had nothing to fear from them, 
he retu~ued and informed his friends. For their greater security, 
h" proposed a general league with the other Indian natio11s, f/0;11 
florida to Canada: and ambasstrdors ·were immediately stut to 
make proposals, which ,Yere unanimously agreed to. 

Effectually to support d1ese measures, Bowles, with all the 
money that he lrnd taken from the Spaniards, set out for St. 
Augu:tine, and from thence he proceeded to Providence. Ou 
l1 i:- rf:turn in l 7 8 7, l1ow great ,,,as his astonishment, when he 
,ms informe<l th3t the Spaniards had, during his absence, 
treated with the Creek chiefs, among whom they had dis
trilrnte<l some silver medals, on their engaging to wage war 
against the Georgians, and had already supplied them with arms 
ancl ammunition! He easily made appear to them the conse
quences of their conduct; and on his entreaty they sent back 
the medals to the governor, whose hatred for Bo,des increased 
in proportion to the supposed affront. 

Tl1e war between England and Spain, "hich was on the poiut 
of breaking ot1t, not yet having taken place, and the Gt·orgians 
remaining in a state of inaction, Bowles seized this opportunit)' 
to put his lorig-planued project into f'Xecution ; which was to 
declare the por,ts of Apalachicola, Oakwelakre, and Tampe, 
free to all commercial nations. 

To ensure success to this design, he sent seven hundred warriors 
to Apalachicola and Tampe, and went himself to Oabrelakre, 
·where some Spanish emissaries endeavoured to assassinate him; 
but the attempt only occasioned an attack on the Apaloches, 
a small Spanish post in Florida, and which he laid under con
trihution. Thus did this great man employ all his faculties to 
discipline, in~d'l,,'t, anrl civilize a numerous and brave people, 
which would s,Hm have ranked among civilized nations, if the 
base jealousy of Sr'.iin had not counteracted his generous de
signs. Bowles L~'-·ame so odious to Spain, that she resolved to 
destroy him at aJi!y price. . 

Two Spanish officers, named H eYia and Rousseau, tmdertook 
to dishoncu.r themselves in the ~ight of the whole world, bv se
conding the goverflment in the drsgraceful measures "·hich ~,ere 
Jcsolved upon. These hro men were sent to him with a letter 
from the gowruor of .Louisiana, who said, that be had orders 
f!·o~11 his governmrnt, to treat with him ... on the disputes sub
s1stmg between the Creek Indians aud the court of Spain ; 
rm? th~t, in order to Licilitalc the negoriation, he had srnt a 
s111 p ,., 1th t\\ o c,fficers app, >inted to conduct I im to ~ ew Or
li ·~111s, where h~ would expt:rience every ci\ iiity, and be treated 
wuh the attcntwn he justly merited. On these assurances, he 
dqiari.:d for 1'ew Orleans, aud waited upon the governor, who, 
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received him with every external mark of friendship. B1Jt 
when he began to discuss matters with him, relative to the in
terests of his nation, he pretended that he ha<l 11ot authority to 
agree to some of the mo4 i11 1 portant articles; and, notwith
sta11ding the national honour pledged by the two officers, he 
sent Bowles to the Havannah, and shortly after to Spain. 

Ou his arrival at ~la<lrid, the Spanish government endea
voured to seduce him by a large fortune, and a brilliant post in 
the army, Loth which Bowl~s rejected with indignation. To 
this Spain added a new artifice. An alcaide informed him, that 
the kiug ha<l appointed two commissaries at Cadiz, to treat 
:"7itl1 him, aud that to end all difficulties, he must repair thither 
Im mediately. After a cletension of eight months in the capital, 
lie arrived at Cadiz, "·here he was confined for a whole year. 
Duriu~ this interval, a proposal ,ras made to him as follows :
" ~\ 111e;st·u~er," savs he, in a letter to one of his friends, 
" came one dav and ·informed me., that if I would ,uite to the 
Duke of :\ lc~rdia, and accuse the Counts of Aranda and 
Florida Illanca, -of ill treatment to me, l should be brought 
Lack to court, and my business finished to my satisfaction. 
The imlig11atio11 that l felt on hearing this, cannot be easily 
easily cxpn·ssed; l commanded the messenger not to repeat it 
on pain of feeling my displeasL1re. ' In that case,' replied he, 
' you must rrepa1 e to visit the Philippines.' 

"· A fe\\' da) s subsequent to this infamous proposal," adds he, 
" l was conducted on board of a vessel, ,vithout kno,·\'ing whither 
1 "as bound: l was sent to Lima by Cape Horn, without any 
preparation for my vopgc, almost naked, and in the coldest 
sea.'son of the yc,1r." Here the same propositions \\·ere re
newed which had been made in Spain. They were rejected, 
and he was cmLarked for Manilla; where he arrived on the '27th 
of ~ o\cmbcr, 1795. In )iq7, he \\as again embar~ed for 
Europe; but, at the isle of Ascension, he elucicd the vigilance 
of his g11ards, and escaped to Sierra Leone, where he procured 
a passarre to Loudon. 

On }~is arrival in England, Bowles ,ms destitute of articles 
of the tir.-.t importance; but being informed that :\lr. Pitt was 
at \Valmer Castle, he went thither, and remained there many days, 
duri1w which he recmercd from his fatigues. Being provided 
with 

0

a Jetter writtrn by .Mr. Pitt,. he waited on the. Duke 
of Portland, who kindly n·ceive<l h11n, and who supplied _all 
his wa11H. Loaded with the kindness of go\'ernment, \duch 
affordl'd liim all tl1e aid that he required for his nation, he de
parted, aftt:r a long n-sidence i1~ ~11glaml, with the de~i~1~ uf 
wreaking liis Vl'l1~ea11n· on a dcn•1tlul government, that had 1111-

prisoue<l and ill ln·a tt-cl him. 
DU LA<.:.] ll 
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Since that time he has endeavoured by every means in his 
power to injure Spain. Lastly, in 1801, having levied a con
siderable party, he marched to the A palache8, drove the Spanish 
garrison from the fort, destroyed the fortifications, and re
mained in possession of the place uutil the governor of New 
Orleans sent reinforcements, which he did not think advisable 
to oppose. 

Bowles is tall, well made, and of a prepossessing appear
ance ; his complexion olive. A sailor before he had seen a 
ship, a mathematician without learning the first elements of 
the science, a chemist and a mechanic; it is probable, that if his 
ardent genius had confined itself to any one of these ~ciences, 
he would have reached the highest perfection. He speaks 
French, Spanish, and all the dialects of the savages in this part 
of the continent, with as much facility as his native tongue, 
and unites to the qualities of the body those of the mind. 

I cannot conclude this abridgment of his life, without re
lating a trait, which proves this last assertion in the dearest 
matmer. One of the ofticers who had betrayed him, and 
was probably going to receive the reward ·of his treacherv, 
fell into the water. The Spanish sailors seemed in no hur;.y 
to go to his assistance. Bowles was sitting at the poop of 
the ~hip in deep reflection ; but, he no sooner perceived the 
miscreant who had betrayed him stru~ling with the waves, 
than he plunged into the sea, and reached him at the moment 
he was ready to sink. He brought him to the side of the 
i,hip, and said, loud enough to be heard by the whole crew, 
" l ought perhaps to revenge your perfidy ; but live, ans re
member that you owe your life to the ll)an whom you have 
deprived of liberty:~ 

.t.::~,U) OF DU LAc's TRAVEts~ 
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