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Fa6le of Harlequin and Mother Goofa; 

OR THli 

GOLDEN EGG. 

AV ARO, the rniferly guardian of Colinete, 
breaks a promife he had given Colin, to marry his 
ward, in favour of 'Squire Bugle, a rich widower of 
repulfive manners, and as completely difagreeable to 
the young and fenfible Colmette, as Co-lin is, on the 
contrary, a favourite. . 

The piece opens with preparatjons for the 'Squire'., 
marriage with Colinette, \\>hich are interrupted by 
the remonftrances of Colin-during the buftle this 
occafions, the Beadle and Ruflic Parifh Officers bring 
Mother Goofe before the 'Squire as a reputed 
Witch and beg Che may be punifued. The 'Squire 
condemns her to the ducking ftool. Colin, fro1n 
the natural humanity qf his difpofition oppofes the 
fentence and warmly efpoufes the cau(e of Mother 
Goofe, who efcapes from her perfecutors, raifes the 
ghoft of the 'Squire's firft wife and puts an t:nd to 
.,.Le feftivit:y of the intended nuptials. 

Colin, 



6 
,,Colin, however, cannot prevail on Avaro to I(eep his promife and is giving way to th'e deepefi def pair, when Mother Goofe, in gratitude for his late interpofition in her favour, makes him a prefent of the - Goofe fo famed in fable for poffeffing the wonderful ability to lay a Golden Egg every day, with permiffion to give this curious bird to Avaro in exchange for the hand of Colinette. 
Avaro receives the Gift with Rapture, but inftigated by the natural rapacity of his difpofition, refu{es to give his Ward, unlefs Colin will confent to open the enchanted Animal, in the hope of producing all her Wealth at once: Colin rcfufes, and Colinette intreats for the Life of the Bird, but Avaro is inexorable; the 'Squire is again introduced, and about to carry off the lovely Prize , when Colin~ _fearful of lofing his betrothed, gives a rafh confent, to· facrifice the Gift of his Patronefs, who indignantly appears, ref cues the Bird. and condtmns A varo, Colin, and the 'Squire to wear the Shapes of Pantaloon, Harlequin, and Clown, and wander in mu-tual contentions for Colinette. ( who is changed to Columbine } till the Golden Egg, which is ca ft into the Sea hy the Enchantre[s, lhall be again produced by one of the offending _parties. 

The purfuit and alternate puffeffion of the Lady, commences and continues through a variety of fcenes and fituatioos·, interfperfed with more than twenty mechanical transformation s, which we £hall · not here anticipate the effea of, by defcribing. Mother Goofe at .lengt relents, commiffions a Sea Sprite to refio re the Egg ar:d unites the. affirrnced Lovers in a f plendid f ubmarine pavilion . 
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Songs, _ChoruJ~s, f3c. 

IN 

Harleq11in and Mother Goofe. 

SCENE -1. 

A Pillage, Storm, and Sun-rife, (HOLLOGAN} 

CHORUS of Peafantry. 

l NEIGH_BOURS we're met on a very merry 
morning, . 

Lads and Laffes drefs 'd in all their pride fo gay, 
To celebrate the happy hour, when maiden lhynefs 

fcorning, 
Sweet Colinette is married to the 'Squire to

day. 



Old and young, 

Join the throng, 

8 ' 

Cutting nimble capers ; 

Hafte to church, 

In the lurch, 

Leaving care and vapours; 

No one fad, 

Hey, go mad; 

Man and maiden feem to fay, 

"If I know who, 

4 Pirove but true, 

" The next may be my Wedding-day. 

•, 

' ·• 

/ 
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OLD AIR, 'Squire Bugle. 

" Firft Wife's dead, 

" There let her lie ; 

" She's at reft, 
" And f o am I_,, 

·SE S 1 E 7 TO and CHOR US. 

Colin, 'Squire, Avaro, Beadle, Colinette, Mother Gooft, 

and Villagers. 

Colin. When Guardians break a promi.fe·' due, 

'Squire. Who ~are our progre~s flop; 

B 

• 
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Avaro. When richer · Suitors come to woo, 

'Squire. Su'ch Folks as you may hop. 

Colinette. Yet liften to the injured youth, 

:Avaro (to, Squire.) Your dignity he mocks, 

Colin. I Claim her Hand, 
'Squire. Indeed! forfooth 

· Col£n. 

I'll put him in the Stocks: 
Then merrily, merrily march away, 
For this lhall be my Wedding.,day. 

CHORUS. 

Then merrily, merrily march away, 
1t is the Squire's Wedding-day, 

This ibould have been my Wedding-day .. 
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{ Beadle and Countrymen enter with Mother Goofe in 
' Ceflody.) 

Beadle. So pleafe y9ur Worlhip, e'er we go, 
Puni!h this wicked Witch, 

Mother Goose. 0 fie! 
Good neighbours, why d'ye ufe me fo; 
Indeed, no wicked Witch am I. 

Colin. Pity her Age ! 

Mother Goofe. _ Pray let me loofe, 
Don't hurt poor harmlefs Mother Goofe; 

Beadle to Colin. Out of the way, officious fool! 

•Sq-uire. Go, take her to the Du.eking Stool;_ 

Cohn. Shame! Neighbours, Shame! 
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ll Squire Don't lift to him, 

But try if fhe chance to fink or fwim; 
Mean time we'll 1nerily march away, 
Becaufe this is my Wedding-day. 

CHORUS. 
/ 

Merrily, merrily 1narch away, 
I And keep the 'Squire'-s Wedding day~ 

SCENE 2. 

The Retreat oJ Mother Goofe. (PHILLIPS.) 

AIR ,and CHORUS, ( Mother Gooft 
and Fairies.) 

I 

The grafshopper chirrups, liften ! liften ! 
The cricket chimes in with the found ; 

On water and windows the moon-beam gliflen, 
And dew-drops bef pangle the ground. 
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Then hafie from do_g-rofe, briar, and bell; 

Fro1n dingle, brake, or daified dell, 
Collect each potent fairy fpell, 

Our magic c.an produGe; 

To plague yon '_Squire, and to aid 

Young Colin to obtain the maid, 

And when my orders are obey'd, 

You'H laugh with Mother Goofe, 

Chorus. 

I-Ia! ha! ha!~Ha! ha! ha! 
We'll laugh with Mother Goo[~;. 

Mother Goofe. 

Now, foftly ! fee Aurora's blulh, 

Bids ceafe your revels, bulb ! hulh ! hu(b ·~ 

Chorus. 

Hulh ! hu01 !~hufh t 
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1l1other GtJoje. 

Youth, why def pair? the girl thou £halt obtain, 
This prefent !hall her guardian's fancl:ion gain. 
Nay, doubt not,-while £he's kindly us'd, fhe'll la) 
A golden Egg on each f ucceeding day. 
Tou ferv'd me-no reply-there lies your way. 

SCENE 3 .. 

A Chamber in Avaro'i Hoefe. (HOLLOGAN•) 

Mother Goofa (t:; Avaro.) 

Thou avaricious, felfilh, ingrate elf, 
Like other Fools, too cunning for thyfelf ; 
Thy ward !hall frill perplex thee by her fl ight
Lo ! thus I change the Lovers 

Motley wight! (lo Harlequin.) 
Thou, too, fha lt wander, . till this Egg of gold, 
Which in the fea I caft, you once again behold. 

' 
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SCENE 4. 

T.he Sea, (PHIi.LIPS.) 

SCENE 5. 

Avar,/s Hall. 

RE CIT A TI 17 E: 

· ,. Mot/Jer Goose (to tbe. 'Squire.-) 
Stop, Fool! fome reco~pe~ce. is y·et thy due! 
Take that . (changes him to the Clown.) t 

While thou (to Avaro,) £halt wear my Liv'ry too• 

AIR, 
For flighte~ kindnefs take your due, 

Yet mirth ihall with your toils entwine 
Be Har1equin-While you purfue 

Not Colinette, but Columbine. 
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1_6· 
' , 

This Gift rec€:ive-· (gives Harlequin the Sword) 

amend what's paft,,, 

.And guard it better than the ]aft ; 

Regain nhe Egg, and happy be, 

'Till then, farewell, remember me. 

SCENE O· 

A Villa$e Public lfouje. (PHILLIPS.) . 

SCENE 7e: 

Jnfide of the _Public Houfe. 

SCENE 8. 

View in a Market Town. (PHILLIPS,) 

OLD CHORUS. 

'' While pipes and tabors rend the air, 

'! Neighbours-neighbours, hafte to the fair.,, 

' 

I 
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SCENE 9e 

Woodcutter's Cottage,- (GRIEVE) 

SONG. ( Sailor-!Joy.) 

I. ~ 

The fea was rough, the clouds were .dark, 
Far diftant ev'ry joy, 

When forc'd ,by fortune to embark~ 
I went, a Cabin-boy. 

II. 

My purfe foon fill'd with Frenchm_en's gold, 
I hafien'd hoine ' with joy; 

But, wreck'd in fight of port, behold 
A haplefs cabin-boy. 

SCENE 10. 
Pavilion hy Moonlight, (GRIEVE) 

SCENE 11. 
Flower Garden," ( GR 1 Ev E) 

, c 



' 

18 

SCENE 12. 
Golden Square ( H o LLOGA~) 

SCENE ·13 • 
. St. Dunflan's Church, (WHITMORE) 

SCENE 14. 
entrance to Vauxhall Gardens, (WHITMOJ:l.E 

Yi}itors. 

Waterman. 
Coachman. 
1 ft Vifitor, 
2d Vijitor. 
Jft Vyitor. 

Coachman. 
4 Y,fitor. 

CATCH. 

Vijitors, Coachman, 'tlnd Waterman. 

Here we are, we'll be aU 1nerry, 
Vau:;hall Galas banifh care. 

Hope Y?u'll pleafe to pay the wherry, 
flope yqu'l} pay poor Coa~hy's fare. 

Hang your nafl:y fkulls and oars, 
Come, let's in, and fee the fun. 

'\IV hat's to pay-what moqf-hous bores! 
What's your number? 

Three and fix-pence. 
I'll take care of number one. 



Coachman. 
Waterman. 
Coachman. 

Chorus. 

19 

I'll fummons you all, 
To Waterman's Hali. 
To Somerfet Houfe, 

0 rare V auxhall f 

SCENE 15. 

Interior of Vauxhalt t\V HITMORE) 

SCENE 16. 
Grocer's Shop and Pofl-Ojfice,. (WHITMORE-) 

SCENE 17. 
Grocer's Parlour, (PHILLIPS 

SCENE 18. 
RuJHc Yiew, (RICHARDS) 

SCENE 19. 
Nermaid', Cave, (W Hl TMORE) 

.. 
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Mother Gooje. · 
~ Your tafk concludes; your miftrefs' rage is o'er; 

Thefe wand'ring mortals I'll perplex no more. 
Go, wake the fav,rite of my fprites, who fleep, 
Within the brjny , bofom of the deep;· 
The fpell-b~und Egg from bondage to redeem, 
Reward true love, and en~ our magic dream. 

The Egg return'd, · receive thy lovely Choice, 
T_he Gift is fancr'ion'd by her Guardians Voice ; 
You, foon reftored to P~rfon, Houfe, and Lands, 
Shall, like a hearty Engli!h Squire fhake Hands : 
Mean while his Magic Dwelling you £hall view, 

- Furnilhed by Fairy Hands to pleafure you. 

SCENE 20. 
Submarine Palace, (HoL LOG AN), 

=-,- Ii en: e«rr 

FI 1VA LE .. 
}/J.other GorJe,-Y e Patrons kind, who deign to view 

The [port our fcenes produce, 
Accept our wi{h to pleaf ure you. 

And laugh with l'\t1other Goofe. 
CIJORUS. Ye Patrons kind, &c .. 



.,Squire. 
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And let no Critic, flern, reject 
What our petition begs, 

That we may from your fmiles collect 
Each night f ome Golden Eggs. 

FULL CHORUS. 

Ye Patrons kind, who defgn to view 
The fport ~e'd fain produce; 

Accept our wilh to pleafure you, 
11\nd laugh with Mother Goofe; 

Mother Goose. 

Who humbly begs, 
On bended legs, 

That. you, good lac,k, } 
Her caufe will back, 
And fcorn to crack 
Her Golden Eggs. 

CHORUS. 

\Vho humbly begs, &c. . 
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