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COPY OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

WAnAsn, I:-n., June 28, 1856. 
DEAR SIR :-As I know that yon have, for many years, been 

engaged in surveying in most of the "'\V cstern States, and that 
you have been, for several years just past, connected with the 
Government Surveys in Oregon Territory, I am satisfied that 
your long experience in the Western country, and the facilities 
afforded you, by your occupation, for exploring the country, 
qualify you, in no ordinary degree, to give us a full description of 
Oregon Territory. '\Vill you, therefore, at your first leisure, 
give us some information respecting that country that can 
be relied upon; and greatly oblige, not only the writer, but 
many of your old friends. 

With esteem, &c., 

MAJ, A. N. AR:IISTRONG, 

Oquawka, Ill. 

DEAR Sm :-In complying with the request embodied in your 
· complimentary note, I must premise any description I may 
attempt giving you with the remark that few, except those who 
are at least partially acquainted with the Territory of Oregon, 
can form a correct idea of the difficulties attending the per­
formance of the task you have assigned me. This far-famed 
Oregon, and, indeed, all this portion of the Pacific Coast-differs 
so much from any other part of the United States, that the best 
geographical description that can be given of it will impart but 
a feeble idea of the reality, to one who has never beheld it. 

Oregon is a beautiful, romantic, and healthful clime. A 
birds-eye view of the landscape will reveal the features that 
make up a scene of surpassing loveliness. The l~vel prairie, 
covered with a luxuriant growth of grass ; here and there 
a round, bare butte-an isolated mountain, destitute of timber­
rising up from the level plain to the height of from fifty to two 
hundred feet, green as a meadow both winter and summer; scat-
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tering white oaks, with occasionally a skirt of fir timber 
stretching far out into the prairie. }from Xorth to South, ex­
tending as far as the eye can reach, through the center of the 
Territory, stretches the celebrated range of Cascade Mountains, 
with occasionally a snow-covered peak lifting its lofty head 
almost to the skies, and in summer, when the sun shines down 
in all his glory upon the white mantle that encircles its brow, 
seeming to wear a glittering crown of majestic grandeur. 
Delightful groves of fir, spruce, and white cedar that are not sur­
passed in the world ; mountain streams without number, and 
beautiful springs of pure, running water, rippling over their 
smooth gravel beds, to cool and quench the thirst of-.the worn­
out emigrant who has toiled for months and run a thousand risks 
of his life, and now, as he hails the beautiful Land of Promise, 
eagerly springs forward, dropping on his knees by the cooling 
brook which kisses the parched lips that approach its silvery 
wavelets. 

Having taken this birds-eye view, add to these elements of 
beauty a climate that imparts vigor and robust health-a fertility 
of soil that commends itself to every settler as being all that 
could be desired-and the boundless facilities for stock-grazing­
and you have before you the Territory of Oregon, combining, in 
a degree seldom met with, the Beautiful with the Practical. 
This is the Territory of which you ask me to give yon a detailed 
description ! The task looms up like the Cascade Range as an 
obstacle in the path; but, glancing at my crowded note book, that 
accompanied me in many weary miles o'er mountain and Yallcy, 
while exploring this region from Kerth to South and from East 
to West, I yield to the inclination that prompts me to comply 
with the wishes of my friends, and respectfully refer you and the 
public to the following pages, wherein I have attempted sur­
mounting the difficulties that were arrayed against me-whether 
successfully, or otherwise, must not be decided by 

TI-ill AUTHOR. 
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OREG01.\. 

I. 

IN the year 1762, France ceded to Spain the 
Territory of Louisiana. In that treaty, Spain 
claimed to be the possessor of the whole North­
"\Y est Territory, including Oregon. The Spanish 
Government built a fort and planted a colony in 
latitude 50° 30' N., near Nootka Sound, in 1780, 
the country at that time being inhabited by an 
immense number of savage Indians. The settle­
ment was abandoned in 1792-the same year in 
which Capt. GRAY ascended the Columbia river. 
In 1800, Spain ceded the whole of Louisiana, in­
cluding Oregon, to France ; and in 1803, France 
ceded the whole to the United States. 

During this period, several whaling vessels had 
passed and visited this coast. In the year 1802, 
the ship Boston, Capt. JOHN SALTER, from Boston, 
l\Iass., visited this coast, while upon a whaling 
expedition, and put into Nootka Sound for a sup­
ply of fresh water. While they were upon shore, 
the captain and crew were attacked by a party of 
savages, and all killed except two men-one JORN 
R. JEWETT, and a man named THOMPSON. They 
were kept in a state of abject slavery among the 
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Indians, during the space of two years and a half. 
JEWETT heing a gunsmith, the natives l"\,vailed them­
selves of his skill in making kniYes and fishing 
instruments. THOl\IPSON was a sail maker, which 
made him very useful to the Indians, as they got 
a large amount of sail cloth from the ship. Dur­
ing the period of their captivity, they suffered un­
told hardships-being compelled to labor unceas­
ingly, and to live on fish and whale oil-until, 
finally, they were released from their thraldom by 
the strategy and skill of the brave and unfaltering 
JEWETT. 

From 1802 until 1804, the Oregon coast was 
occasionally visited by both American and British 
vessels engaged in the fur trade, and by parties 
belonging to both countries who traveled over the 
country in search of f1irs and peltries. 

In the year 1804, during the administration of 
THOl\IAS JEFFERSON, the purchase having been made 
from France the year previous, the President, with 
great wisdom and prudence, thought the newly ac­
quired territory should be explored. .After con­
siderable search and inquiry for parties adequate 
to this great undertaking, which required men pos­
sessed, in an eminent degree, of perseverance, skill, 
energy and fortitude, to enable them to venture out 
among the savages and wild beasts which were said 
to infest the Rocky mountains,-with the certainty 
before them of having to spend one or two wmters 
in that far northern climate, then supposed to be 
immensely cold, he finally made choice of Messrs. 
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LEWIS and CLARK, as being men qualified for the 
task. They were both notorious for their great 
courage and bravery, and were known to be men 
of untiring and unfaltering perseverance. 

Early in the spring of 1804, LEWIS and CLARK'S 
EXPEDITION set out; passing up the :Missouri river, 
they struck across the Rocky mountains to the 
head waters of some of the tributaries of the Co­
lumbia river, along which they followed until they 
reached that river, which they descended to the 
ocean. They spent the winter in the valley, and, 
to their great astonishment, in this far northern 
region,-latitude 46° 5' ,-there was no ice, but 
little snow (which soon melted off), and grass as 
green as a wheat field. They returned in the 
spring of 1805, with a glowing description of the 
far off country, but there ·was very little anxiety 
expressed by the citizens to venture out for 
settlement. 

The Brifa;h and Americans each made occa­
sional settlements, consisting mainly of young men, 
hunters and trappers, there being but few women 
in the country at that time. 

JOHN JACOB AsTOR, the great American trader, 
brought into the country a great many French, for 
the purpose of hunting and trapping, the defence 
of his forts, and the protection of his goods from 
the roguish natives. These French, scattered over 
the country, intermarried with the natives, and 
their descendants are, to this day, a great an­
noyance to the present settlers of Oregon. So the 
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British and Americaus held poEsession jointly, un­
til the year 18.J:6, when all that part south of 49° 
north latitude, was ceded to the United States by 
Great Britain. 

About the year 1836, there began to be some 
di~,position manifested, by the citizens _of the west­
ern States, to visit and settle Oregon. A few 
traders and some scattering companies began to 
cross the plains. In 1840, a considerable company 
came over with packed mules ; in 1841 and '.J:2, 
several other companies of packers came over ; 
ambition became high in 1843, and quite a number 
of families left the Missouri river with wagons and 
cattle, and succeeded in getting their wagons to 
Walla-,Yalla, where Dr. "\YHITl\IAN held a )Iis 
sion Station, and packed from there into th~ valley, 
a distance of about five hundred miles; in the year 
18-14, the emigration brought their wagons into 
the settlements; and from that period, immigration 
poured in rapidly. 

II. 

THE w ILLAMETTE RIVER affords the largest 
amount of bottom land, the largest valley, and 
the best farming country, to be found upon any 
stream in the Territory. The river is about one 
hundred and eighty miles in length. It rises in 
the Cascade mountains, and runs a north-west 
course for the first twenty miles, then 'bears more 
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north and takes its many windings, emptying into 
the Columbia about a. hundred miles above its 
mouth. There are many beautiful towns and vil­
lages upon the ·wmamette. 

PORTLAND, situated on the south-west side of 
the river, fifteen miles above its mouth, is the head 
of ship navigation, and is the largest and most 
commercial town in the Territory. From this point, 
steamboats ply regularly to all the ports on the Co-
1 umbia, while a daily line of packets is established 
between Portland and Oregon City. The com­
mon tide water at Portland is about f::ix feet. 

OREGON CITY, situated on the east bank of the 
Willamette, immediately below the Great Falls, is 
destined to be one of the greatest manufacturing 
cities in the Western world. Nature never made 
so lavish an expenditure in preparing conveniences 
for man's use, that some enterprising Yankee did 
not stand ready to appreciate the offer and avail 
himself of its advantages. The manufacturing fa­
cilities of this place will soon be brought to give 
employment to numerous operatives, and be of 
great advantage to all parts of Oregon and Cali­
fornia ; there are now two flouring mills and two 
saw mills, doing an immense business. The Great 
Falls are a curiosity worthy a moment's attention; 
the whole bed of the river is covered with a solid 
rock,-a sort of wall or barricade extending across 
the stream,-over which the water comes roaring 
and foaming, making one single leap of. twenty­
three feet. The fact that you can sit in most of 
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the doors in Oregon City and be able to have a fair 
view of the Falls, adds much to the romantic beauty 
of its locality. The city is situated immediately on 
the bank of the rivei·, with a high cliff, hanging 
with perpendicular walls of solid rock, from two 
hundred to three hundred feet high. There is a 
narrow strip of level land between the cliff and the 
river, on which the town stands. The town is about 
forty chains in length and four chains in breadth, 
and is one of the oldest towns in the Territory. 

The view from the top of the cliff overhanging 
the town, is a magnificent one indeed. You can 
see every house in the city; the steamboats plying 
upon the river both above and below the rapids ; 
the foaming waters as they make th~ir desperate 
leap and hurry headlong forward in their mad 
haste to join the more troubled ·waters of the broad 
Pacific; the village of LYxx, on the opposite side 
of the stream ; and the country for miles around. 

From the brow of this cliff I beheld the Calla­
pooya Indians catching salmon, and for the enter­
tainment of my readers I will describe the manner 
in which they conduct this sport. In the months 
of May and June, the salmon ascend the Willa­
mette river as far as the Falls ; not being satisfied, 
however, with the waters below, they strive hard 
to ascend further, and gathering in great schools 
below the Falls, commence to leap upward against 
the down-pouring torrent of water ; of course 
their efforts are all in vain, but their perseverance 
is wonderful, and their leaps are so perpetual that 
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you can often see fifty large fish, that would weigh 
thirty pounds each, in the air at one time. You will 
see the Indian fisherman approach in his skiff with 
his spear in hand, make a "lunge" at the large 
fish he has selected, and so soon as his prey is fast 
on his spear, you will hear his savage yell of exult­
ation, which is answered by all his tribe who are 
withjn h_earing. The Indian's spear for catching fish 
is made out of a piece of bone or horn, sharpened 
to a point, and fastened-to a pole or handle twelve 
or fifteen feet in length. A hole is bored through 
this barb, and a string about a foot long passed 
through it; the spear is then fitted to the end of 
the pole, one end being hollowed for this purpose, 
and the string is tied loosely to the handle ; ,v hen 
the spear has been driven through the fish, the 
handle is drawn back quickly, while the point re­
mains on the opposite side, and the fish is strung 
upon the string which connects the spear and pole. 
The Indians are expert fishermen, seldom missing 
their mark, and can take great numbers of salmon 
in a day. They may be seen constantly walking 
the streets with their fish on their backs, for sale. 
The salmon is a delicious fish. They ha Ye no bone 
but the spine and ribs, and the flesh, instead of 
being white, is as red as beef-steak. 

Immediately above Oregon City, the bluff, or 
cliff, juts in, almost a solid wall of rock, clu:-:c to 
the water's edge. Through thi:-~ a wagon road lrns 
been cut, at great expense, for the pui·pose of haul­
ing goods above the Rapids to a little village called 
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CANEl\IAH, where all produce is taken on or put off 
the small boats that run above the Rapids to the 
up country. At this place, a melal\choly accident 
happened in the month of April, 1854, by the ex­
plosion of the boilers of the steamer Gazelle, which 
resulted in killing twenty-six persons, and wound­
ing eighteen others. Great excitement prevailed. 
The circumstances are something like these : . .A 
certain company owned the whole line of steamers 
on the Upper Willamette, and this boat had been 
put on to run in opposition, and had made but three 
or four trips, before she was blown into a thousand 
fragments. The boat was still cabled to the shore, 
but making preparations to start, when the explo­
sion took place. It appeared that the engineer 
had weighted down the safety valve, and had left 
the boat, unobserved, and when the boat was blown 
up, was no where to be found. Some time after­
ward, however, he was discovered, arrested and 
tried for murder; but it could not be proven that 
he. did it intentionally-only that he was 'drunk, 
or partially intoxicated. 

As we ascend the river, fifteen miles above 
Canemah we find BuTEVILLE, a small village 
situated on the east bank of the river. The name 
took its rise from a beautiful round, bare butte, 
which rises some four hundred feet above the 
level, being not more than twenty chains in cir­
cumference at the base. Three miles further w·e 
come to the little village of CHAMPOEG. This is 
a small village, but a place of trade, it being situ-
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ated in the immediate neighborhood of "FRENCH 
PRAIRIE," which derives its name from the fact 
that it was prjncipally settled at an early day, by 
the French who were brought to Oregon by the 
Fur Company, and established here for the pur­
pose of raising wheat for the supply of the trading 
posts. They soon intermarried with squaws,' and 
have continued to reside here~ and have now large 
amounts of land in wheat. They now raise 
large amounts of wheat, which is all shipped 
from Champoeg. The French are not liked 
at all by the other citizens of Oregon. They 
speak their own language, and have no more 
manners than the Indians-care nothing for 
schools-and are kept in ignorance by their 
Romish priesthood. Although they raise large 
amounts of wheat and stock, they are generally 
poor and " hard run" for money, as it takes 
all they can make to pay their priests for par­
doning their numerous sins. Quite an excitement 
is now up, as it appears from the Donation Law 
passed by Congress, in donating land to the 
settlers of Oregon, that a Frenchman and his 
wife, and their offspring, are as much benefited 
by that law as an American citizen; (the man re­
ceiving three hundred and twenty acres, and his 
Indian wife the same.) They are at present a 
great annoyance to the country, and but little 
profit, but as soon as they get patents to their 
land, a great portion of them will sell out. I will 
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add, to their credit, however, that they made 
good soldiers in the Indian war of 1856. 

Ten miles from Champoeg is the mouth of the 
Yamhill river, which steamboats ascend to DAY­

TON, which is five miles from the mouth. Three 
miles above Dayton is LAFAYETTE, the head of 
steam navigation, and the county seat of Yamhill 
county-a fine place of business, as the county is 
well settled with wealthy farmers, who mostly got 
their stock and start before the discovery of gold 
in California, and they deal liberally in merchan­
dise. In this county was made the first settlement 
of good farmers that came from the ~tates, who 
selected their large land claims, and now have 
them all improved. It was in this county that the 
early settlers lived on boiled wheat the whole 
winter through; and wore their buckskin cloth­
ing, and moccasins for shoes-all :-:cl'i·2J with 
"wltangs," as there was neither cloth, thread, nor 
leather in the country; but those of the pioneers 
who are yet alive, are living at ease and taking 
their comfort. 

Ascending the Willamette, seven miles from 
the mouth of the Yamhill is FArnFIELD, a small 
landing for steamboats, where but little business 
is done. Twelve miles further up we come to 
SALEM, the present capital of the Territory. This 
city is situated on the east side of the Willamette, 
and is beautifully located, being moderately lcYel 
and gravelly. The streets are mostlv coYCl'L'd 
with smooth, round gravel-well paved, ~ot by the 
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labor of man, brit by the hand of the Almighty. 
It is well watered, as there is a beautiful stream 
called .,_Will creek running through the north side 
of the town, another creek eqtially as good on tl;e 
south side, both witb beautiful gravelly beds. It 
is a place of considerable wealth, and great trade, 
and when the Legislature is in session the hotels 
are crowded. It was at this place that the 
:Methodist Mission was established in 1839. It is 
now called the Methodist Institute, and a fine 
school is now connected with the institution, num­
bering about two hundred pupils, embracing some 
of the most promising young men and ladies in 
the Territory. A splendid new court house has 
recently been :finished. The capitol, which was 
burne,d down in the winter of 1855-6, was a 
splendid building. Its original cost ·was rising of 
$2,5,000, of "'hich sum Congress donated $20,000 
-through the influence of the lamented T. R. 
THURSTON, to ·whose memory Oregon will cYcr owe 
a debt of gratitude for his never-tiring zeal and 
perseverance in Congress in ad nmcing: the in­
terests of his beloved Territory. 

Five miles above Salem, on the west side of 
the river, in Polk county, at the mouth of La 
Creole creek, is situated the town of CINCINNATI. 
It is a small village ; good steamboat landing. 
A high, bare butte rises on the north side of 
the town, about two hundred feet high, and 
runs due west about fifteen miles ; it is a beautiful 
ridge, covered with a fine coat of grass, with some 
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scattering white oaks of a scrubby nature. Hang­
ing to the oak branches is a gray moss, from six 
to twenty inches long. This range of hills divides 
the valley between the ·willamette and the Coast 
Range of mountains. 

Fourteen miles further up, we come to BLOol\I­
rx<aoN, at the mouth of Luckiamute river, a small 
steamboat landing and Post Office, on the west 
bank of the Willamette river. Immediately op­
posite this place is the mouth of the Santiam riv­
er. Up this stream, seven miles, is a village of 
the same name, to which steamboats sometimes 
ascend, in high water, and which is the head of 
navigation on this stream. 

Proceeding up the Willamette, nine miles from 
Bloomington, we arrive at ALB.ANY, a considerable 
town, and smart place of' business, situated on the 
east side of the river, at the mouth of Callapooya 
creek. It is the county seat of Linn com1 ty. 

Twelve miles further up is MARYSYILLE-or 
CoRv ALLIS-the latter being the name given to the 
place by .Act of the Legislature in 1~-±3. The 
word "corvallis" is of Spanish derivation, and 
signifies '· Centre of tlte l£1!1cy." It is quite a 
handsome town, and is located upon the most beau­
tiful site in the Territory, being on a high prairie, 
immediately on the bank of the river. Extending 
westward from the town, for some four miles, is a 
smooth, level prairie, when you reach the foot 
hills of the Coast Range, a succession of round 
buttes, gradually rising, showing a beautiful green 
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coat of grass until you reach the height of twelve 
hundred feet, when the fir timber sets in. From 
this place can be seen :i\LrnY's PEAK, towering far 
above the other mountains. Snow falls on it early 
in the fall, and lies until late in the spring. The 
distance from Marysville to the Peak is about fif­
teen miles, in a south-west course. This town is 
situated on the west bank of the river, and may 
be considered the head of steam navigation. It is 
destined soon to be one of the largest cities in 
Oregon, as the National Road passes through it 
to Umpqua, Jacksonville, and Yreka, California. 
From this point a large amount of goods and pro­
duce is carried to the Golden Land-by ox teams 
in summer, and by pack trains in winter. Imme­
diately above the town is the mouth of Mary's 
river. 

As we ascend the Willamette, twelve miles fur­
ther, we come to the small village of BURLINGTON, 
on the east side of the river, a short distance above 
the mouth of a creek which is very appropriately 
named The Muddy. Thirteen miles above this 
place, McKenzie's Fork enters the Willamette 
from the east, although there is but little differ­
ence in the size of the streams. Fifteen miles 
above the mouth of the McKenzie, we arrive at 
the junction of the Middle Fork and Coast Fork 
( or Callapooya Fork, as it is sometimes called.) 
Near the Junction is SPENCER'S BUTTE, a beautiful 
mountain, two thousand feet high, running up in a 
conical shape, perfectly round at the base~ and 

.... 
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ending in a pinnacle at the summit. It was at 
this place there was such great excitement about 
the discovery of gold in 185-!. A number of hands 
collected, and took from the bowels of the earth a 
large amount of what was supposed to be gold. 
It was in such profusion that an ounce could be 
obtained from a single panful of earth; and a 
great " gold fever " prevailed throughout the land. 
But imagine the mortification that ensued, when a 
return was made from the mint in California, 
stating that the subfitance was not gold'. \\That 
it is, is not known, to this day. It resembles gold 
very much, but is a shade redder, and yields, to 
the hammer, plates equally as thin. It is found 
in black lava, or cemented clay; the clay, or 
cement, has to he powdered, then washed, before 
the metal is obtained. A little city called ECGEXE 

is situated at this place; it is the county seat of 
Lane county. 

The points of the Cascade mountains begin to 
set in, a short distance al.mm this place. The 
course that the river comes out of the mountains 
is S. 70° E. It is about forty-ihe miles from Eu­
gene City to the head of the main prong of the 
Willamette riYcr; its uppermost spring is on the 
side of the Cascade mountains, whence, with many 
windings, it flows through the most rugged moun­
tains, seeming to have cut and worn its channel, 
for miles, through almost solid rocks. This river 
runs through the most valuable portion of Oregon, 
and divides the great valley tolerably equally, 
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leaving a little the larger portion on the cast side, 
although the richest portion is thought to be on 
the west side. All the tributaries afford groves 
of fir, ash, alder, and balm timber, whilst the hills, 
or buttes, afford white oak sufficient for firewood 
and stakes for fences, and the mountains afford the 
best of rail timber in the known world, of white 
and red fir. From all the small streams that flow 
out of the mountains the timber is accessible. I 
have _often seen white fir, eighteen inches in diam­
eter~ two hundred feet high, and have known fif­
teen rail cuts, each ten feet long, to be taken from 
one tree, there being but little difference in the 
size of the first and last. The amount of timber 
that would be on one acre, on the mountain slopes, 
is astonishing. 

On the east side of the river, the prairie sets in 
about three miles above Oregon City, and extends 
south to Spencer's Butte, or to the Coast Fork of 
the Willamette, a distance of ninety-six miles, on 
a straight line, the dist.ance from the river to the 
Cascade mountains varying from twenty to seventy 
miles. On the west side of the river there is but 
little prairie, until you get to the mouth of the 
Yamhill river; the prairie there sets in, and soon 
becomes very wide, as the Yamhill comes in almost 
at right angles, and all between, for a long distance, 
is prame. Southward, between the Willamette 
and the Calapooya mountains, a distance of ninety 
miles, the country is all prairie. Between the 
river and the Coast Range, the width of the prairie 
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varies from twenty to forty miles, with a number 
of small rnlkrs running far up into the mountains, 
which afford ;ome of the best stock farms in the 
Territory, although occasionally depredations arc 
committed on stock by the beasts of prey ;·rnm the 
mountains, such as the large wolves, panthers, 
cougars ( or California lion), and black bears. 
The wild beasts, however, cannot be said to be 
''bad" on stock, considering their numbers. 

III. 

I will now speak of the tributary streams of the 
Willamette. 

The first on the east side is the Clackamas. It 
rises in the Cascade mountains and runs X. 68° 
W., and takes its many 'IYindings, and enters the 
Willamette two miles below Oregon City. The 
length of this stream is forty miles; it runs its 
whole length through Clackamas county. The 
Emigrant Road is down this river. 

Continuing up the same side, we next find the 
Mollalle ri crr; which, rising in the same Range, 
takes a general course of X. 45° ,v ., and empties 
into the ,Yillamette about tlfe!Yc miles aboYe Ore­
gon City. Its length is about sixty miles. French 
Prairie lies along this stream on the south side. 

Pudding river is the next stream; it rises in 
a level prairie country' (French Prairie), and is a 
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slow, sluggish and muddy stream, running a north­
east direction, and entering into Mollalle about 
forty chains from the mouth of that river. It is 
about forty miles in length, and has numerous 
tributaries, among which are Applegate creek, 
Silver creek, and Drift creek. On Pudding river, 
fifteen miles up, is a little village called PARKERS­
VILLE, near which is a lake, about four miles in 
length and one mile in breadth, called Lake LA­
BISH, which abounds in the finest fresh water fish. 

The next stream is Mill creek, eighteen miles 
in length, running a north-west direction and 
emptying into the Willamette immediately below 
Salem. Near its mouth is a good grist mill and 
saw mill. 

We next reach the North Fork of the Santiam 
river. It rises in the Cascade Range, first runs 
north-west for thirty miles, then south-west until 
its junction with the South Fork, when the main 
river takes a more north-westerly course until its 
confluence with the Willamette. The whole length 
of this stream is about fifty-eight miles. The vil­
lages of SANTIAl\I and SYRACUSE are both on this 
stream, six miles above its junction with the Wil­
lamette, the former on the north and the latter on 
the south side. .A.bout four miles south of Syra­
cuse is KNox's BUTTE;- which rises out of the 
smooth prairie to the height of four hundred feet, 
and can be plainly seen for some distance around. 

The South Fork of the Santiam rises in the Cas­
cade Range, runs twenty miles due west, then 
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takes a north-west direction until it intersects the 
North Fork. Its principal tributaries are Thomas' 
Fork, Crabtree and Beaver creeks. 

Calapooya creek rises in the same Range, and 
runs fifteen miles due west, where it enters the 
prairie; from this point to the Willamette its gen­
eral bearing is about N. 45° W. Its entire length 
is fifty miles. It passes its whole length through 
Linn county, and affords some fine farming country. 

The next, as we ascend, is The " Jludd!J,'' a 
small creek which rises at the foot of the moun­
tains, runs through a level country, with a slow, 
sluggish current. "\Yhcn the creek is high, it 
overflows its banks and inundates the whole coun­
try. Its length is thirty-eight miles, and it runs 
through a very desirable portion of Oregon-very 
rich land-thickly settled; as it was principally 
settled by the emigration from Illinois in 1851, 
they only got three hundred and twenty acre claims, 
which makes the settlements more desirable. 

Returning, now, to the mouth of the Willamette, 
I will give you a brief view of the streams tribu­
tary to that river on the west side, all of which 
take their rise in the Coast Range. 

The first is the Tualatin river. For the first 
twenty miles it runs due east, and forms a little 
lake, called ,v APATOO L.!.KE; then bears north­
east, the next twelve miles, to the town of HILLS­

BOROUGH, where the X orth and South Forks unite; 
thence taking a::- a general course south 60° east, 
it empties into the ,Yillamette three miles above 
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Oregon City. The distance from Hillsborough to 

the mouth is about twenty-eight miles-its entire 
length, about sixty miles. The North Fork is 

about twenty-four miles long. Below the junction 
lie the great TUALATIN PLA.I~s, one of the most 
desirable settlements in Oregon. 

The Yamhill river empties into the Willamette 
about twenty-eight miles above Oregon City. The 
first ten miles of its course is due east-then its 
general direction is S. 60° E., twenty-eight miles, 
to LAFAYETTE, whence it flows in an easterly 
course to its mouth. The Yamhill is fifty miles 
long, and affords more good farming country than 
any other tributary of the Willamette, being skirt­
ed by high, dry, rolling prairie its entire length. 

Near the source of this stream is a remarkable 
curiosity, which deserves at least a passing notice. 
As the smooth prairie runs out fro·m the long 

valley toward the mountains, there abruptly rises 
a round, bare butte, to an elevation of three 
thousand feet. On one side, where I first endeav­
ored. to make the ascent, it was with the greatest 
diuici.tlty that I c·ould overcome the first two 
thousand feet; it was then a perpendicular wall 
to the summit, so that I was obliged to return. 
But, as it was a part of my duty to explore and 
notice objects of interest, I determined to make 

the ascent, if such a thing was possible. I 
accordingly took an assistant with me, and went 
to the north side of the butte, where I found it 

covered with timber; in many places it was 
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rocky, steep, and broken, with here and there 
precipitous cliffs, but by dint of perseverance we 
finally reached the summit, and were well re­
warded for our labor. On the top of the mountain, 
or butte, we found a level spot of about five acres, 
and the remains of an ancient fortress that had 
once been entrenched all around, on the brink of 
the precipice. The rude and ill-shapen walls gave 
evidence that it had been the work of a savage 
and ignorant race. Arrow points, and other relics 
of the ancient race who once used this place as a 
refuge against the warlike incursions of their 
neighbors, were abundant. On the summit of this 
immensely high peak may be found a spring of 
pure fresh water. In olden time there was an 
entrance to the fort on the summit, through one of 
the precipices, but when we visited it, this was found 
to be choked up with stones and rubbish, and we 
were obliged to climb over. The oldest Indians in 
the vicinity know nothing of the race who first forti­
fied and occupied this hill. This is the only 
place I have seen in the Territory, of the kind, 
which bore such evident marks of the handiwork 
of an ancient race. In fact, there are fewer 
marks that would interest the antiquarian in 
Oregon, than in any other part of the "\Y estern 
country, in which I have traveled. 

But to the description of the rivers again. 
The North Yamhill is twenty-six miles long, runs 
south-east and enters the South Branch three miles 
above Lafayette. The soil on this stream differs 
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from that in almost every other portion of Oregon. 
There is but little level prairie-what there is, is 
composed of a black sandy loam; the greater 
part of this region consists of bald hills, or ridges, 
the soil of which is very rich and productive. 
The ridges are not abrupt in their ascent, but rise, 
with gradual slopes, to the elevation of five 
hundred to eight hundred feet, sometimes level, 
sometimes rolling, on the summits, and are 
generally destitute of timber, save an occasional 
stunted white oak with branches clothed in waving 
moss, and here and there, at long intervals, a 
deep canon,-(pronounced kanyon )-with fir tim­
ber. Among these ridges there are numerous fine, 
bold, running springs ; sometimes on the top of a 
hill six hundred feet high, sometimes on the side 
of the ridge, and again at the foot of the hills, 
sparkling springs of living water may be seen 
rippling into the light. This region is all taken 
up-or claimed-and settlements made upon it. 
The settlers generally select the most eligible 
building sites for their habitations, and conduct 
the water thither in ditches dug for that purpose. 
The whole region is excellent for grazing ; and 
some fine farms have been opened-unsurpassed 
for wheat, oats and potatoes. Gardens, also, 
flourish finely. And here, in connection with 
gardens, permit me to call your attention to two 
singular-remarkable-facts: First-when all 
vegetation is parched up in the valleys, in the dry 
season, the gardens on these hills are all green 
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and in a flourishing condition ; second-in the 
fall, when frost kills everything in the -rnlleys, 
vegetation on these ridges escapes the frost two 
months later; I have seen cucumber vines bear­
ing as late as the 15th of December. 

The La Creole is the next stream we come to. 
It is twenty-four miles long, and runs due east. 
DALLAS, the county seat of Polk county, is situ­
ated on this stream. Near the foot of the moun­
tains there are some good mills. The land bor­
dering on this stream is very rich prairie-soil, a 
black sandy loam. It is thickly settled with good, 
intelligent farmers, who bid fair to spend their lat­
ter days in ease and prosperity, surrounded not 
only with the comforts but many of the luxuries of 
life, for there is no part of Oregon where there is 
so much care and pains taken in the selection and 
cultivation of choice fruit. 

"We next arrive at tlie Luckiamutc, a ,ery 
crooked stream, fed by numerous small creeks, 
draining a large scope of productive country. Its 
general course is south-cast, and its length about 
twenty-seven miles. In winter it is seldom ford­
able. 

Next is Mary's river, a very short stream, con­
sidering the amount of water it affords, being not 
over thirty miles long. It rises near ::\Lrny':3 
BcTTE, runs partly around the Butte on the ·we~t 
side, then takes an easterly course and empties into 
the Willamette at CorYallis. The Soutlt Fork of 
this stream rises in the Coast Range, runs on the 
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east side of Mary's Butte, and empties into the 
North Fork, four miles west of Marysville. 

IV. 

THE Co.A.ST RANGE of Mountains is situated be­
tween the valley of the Willamette and the sea 
coast, and is from forty to sixty miles across at the 
base. I may say they extend from the mouth of 
the Columbia river to the Bay of San Francisco, 
which is about six hundred and fifty miles, with 
scarcely a break or gap in the chain, except at the 
mouth of the Umpqua river, where there is a small 
pass or opening through the mountains. A great 
deal of.labor and money has been expended here 
in the effort to make a road, but as yet it is scarce­
ly passable for pack trains. If there was a good 
road dmrn that stream, it would be of great ad­
vantage to Southern Oregon and Northern Califor­
nia; as there is a good and safe harbor, and easy 
entrance, the channel being deep for thirty miles 
up this riYer. 

This mountain range is not a regular, compact 
mountain, like the Cascade mountains, or the Cum­
berland mountains, but appears to be a bed of moun­
tains thrown up promiscuously, without any lead­
mg continuous range-rather a succession of indi­
vidual ~ountains, running in every direction, some 
aorth, some south, some east, some west, forming 
deep canons, jammed in, in every shape and form, 
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but always high. They cannot be termed" rocky," 
like the White mountains, or the K evadas, 
although in some places, an entire mountain side 
can be found, composed either of a bluff precipice, 
or of loose, small rocks. The soil is everywhere 
very rich, and is reddish in color-more the hue of 
madder than anything else I can liken it to. The 
rock is generally conglomerate; there is sandstone 
in some localities, some of which indicates that it 
has undergone the action of fire, while in other 
places it is in solid cliffs, bearing no marks of vol­
canic action. On a little stream called the Wil­
mina, I saw a solid sandstone cliff that was from 
fifty to one hundred feet high, composed of ev~ry 
variety of grit, from the coarsest grindstone to the 
finest whetstone. 

From all appearance, the whole face of the 
country has once been thrown up by volcanic 
action ; and this is the invariable conclusion arriv­
ed at by all who visit this region. 

It has been a prevailing opinion that there is no 
limestone in Oregon. Such has been the suppo­
sition of both settlers and travelers in the Terri­
tory; but, while the writer was engaged in run­
ning a meridian line over one of the most rugged 
portions of this same Coast Range, he discovered, 
in the point of a ridge, a large cliff of limestone 
rock! The circumstances of the discovery were 
these: A.s I was ascending the mountain"s side, 
I observed, in a hole where a large pine tree had 
been turned out, something th~t I thought resem-
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bled lime, lying under the side of a rock. I took 
it up, examined it, and found it to be pure lime. 
I then proceeded to make a careful examination of 
the point of the ridge, and found it to be a solid 
bed of limestone rock. It lies about three miles 
from the cliff of sandstone referred to above. In 
order to make this discovery available, a road 
will have to be made for the distance of about six 
miles, as it is impossible for horses to reach that 
point until a good road is made. This having 
been done, however, who can estimate the advan­
tages that this discovery will confer upon the peo­
ple of the Territory ? 

:B1rom the fact of the existence of this limestone 
and sandstone, in the condition found, it is evident 
that this vicinitr, at least, has never been subject­
ed to volcanic action at all, or must have been 
thrown up in a compact body and neYer heated­
else the sandstone would have crumbled into small 
pieces, and the limestone have been calcined and 
long since washed away. 

I have spoken of the inaccessible character of 
this place ; when I was there, my party carried 
their provisions on their shoulders-we were liv­
ing on berries, principally; at noon I killed a 
grouse, and at night we caught some mountain 
trout. 
~ car this place, as I have been informed by t h0 

Indians, on the ,..~~rr summit of one 0f the high :::;t 
peaks of the Coast Range, lies a large lake of 
t'r,::-h water, abuut four miles in ls>ngth, and tvrn 
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miles in width, which abounds in fish of the finest 
quality. It has never been visited by the foot of 
a white man, and although often mentioned by 
the Indians, has not been visited by any of them for 
many years, on account of a belief that obtains 
among them that it is presided over by an Evil 
Spirit, or some strange and singular animal, and a 
tradition they have that no party has ever returned 
from a visit to that fatal lake without the loss of 
at least one of its number. Scarcity of provisions 
alone prevented the writer from the effort to ex­
plore it, as he had no superstitious dread of the 
Evil Genius that is reported to preside over its 
unbroken solitude. The lVilmina creek finds its 
sources in that lake, and runs south for about 
forty chains, when it pitches headlong down a pre­
cipice, making a single leap of about six hundred 
feet. .Another stream also rises in the same lake, 
and, running a north-west course, makes a similar 
plunge, before it reaches the TiLlanwok Bay. 

On all the low lands, or near the streams, the 
vine niaple is very thick; it was with great diffi­
culty that we could force a passage through. In 
many places there are indications of gold-quartz 
rock gold blossom. 

THE TmBER on the Coast Range excels any in 
the Western world-except that on the Cascade 
Mountains. It is generally fir, red, yellow and 
white; there is also the southern pine, very good 
timber ; the lofty white cedar ; hemlock ; spruce; 
and yew tree-all very desirable timber. Were 
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it not that well-authenticated statements, respect­
ing the enormous size to which this mountain tim­
ber grows, are already before the public, I should 
almost hesitate about mentioning the fact that I 
have seen fir trees, that I have measured, as they 
laid upon the ground, and found to be three feet 
in diameter and three hundred and thirty-eight 
feet in length. Such timber stands very thick 
upon the ground; and in the coves or cafions ap­
pears all to be of the same height. I once meas­
ured a dead fir tree, bark off, that was forty-three 
feet in circumference! The white cedar is the 
best for lumber; being soft, fine-grained, very 
straight, clear of knots, and easy to work up. 
The white fir ranks as next best; it splits easily 
and makes good shingles, or lumber, and is fine 
for rails. I have seen more beautiful groves of 
this timber than of any other. The best sized tree 
for making rails is eighteen inches in diameter. 
I have seen this sized trees, two hundred and fifty 
feet high, and trees ten inches in diameter two 
hundred feet high-standing very thick on the 
ground. The red and yellow fir are not so good 
for lumber, being coarser grained ; but there are 
large quantities of these trees sawed into lumber, 
notwithstanding. They make very good rails, but 
are rather difficult to split. The yew tree is very 
firm, close-grained wood, works easy when green, 
but is very hard when seasoned. Alder grows at 
the head of all the springs. In our surveying ex­
peditions, whenever we became thirsty, or were 
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looking out for a camping ground, whether in 
prairie or timber, the first who espied an alder 
would cry out, "Here is water ;" ask him where, 
and he would point to the alder, "Don't you see 
them alders-there's always water where you see 
them, you know." This timber is good for rails; 
it grows on all water courses, and is sometimes 
found three feet in diameter. The Balm of Gilead 
grows here in abundance. It is good rail timber. 
Ash. grows on the banks of most of the streams. 
Maple of large size grows on the low lands, and 
on the north sides of the mountains. The commor 
laurel here grows to be a large tree. The com 
mon black oak grows on the Umpqua, and in all . 
parts of Southern Oregon, but there is none in the 
northern part of the Territory. There is a kind 
of vine maple that is very troublesome, on all the 
river bottom lands, on creeks, and in caiions; it 
scarcely ever grows more than ten inches in diam­
eter, generally runs like a vine, sometimes shoulder 
high, at other times knee high ; reaches a long 
way, then bends over, takes root and a new start. 
It mats very thick, and sometimes it is almost im­
possible to get through the dense thickets thus 
formed, except by cutting your way. In the fast­
nesses of these almost impenetrable thickets, the 
wild beasts, which are numerous in the Coast 
Range find safe retreats. The common under­
growth of these mountains is hazel, dogwood, 
white beech, service berry, briars and fern. The 
last grows wherever there is not a very heavy 
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growth of timber, often reaching the height of six 
and eight feet, and through which, in some places, 
you cannot see a deer the length of your gun. 

V. 

I CAN say, without hesitation, that of all p1aces 
for Berries, this beats the world. On the bottom 
lands the service berry and salmon berry are the 
most common-the former ripens in July, the 
latter in June ; the salmon berry is of two kinds, 
one red when ripe, the other yellow. It grows 
on a brier as thick as a man's arm, eight or ten 

· feet high-and the berry, which somewhat resem­
bles the blackberry otherwise, is as large as a hen's 
egg. A.s you ascend the hill, you will next find 
the thimble berry; it grows on a tender bush, 
three feet high, resembles the raspberry and ripens 
in July. Next comes the raspberry, which grows 
in great profusion and ripens in September. The 
dew berry, or ground blackberry, is of the size of 
a blackberry, and grows on a small vine that runs 
over brush and logs; ripens in September. Next 
comes the salal berry, which resembles the common 
huckleberry, grows 011 a bush eighteen inches 
high, with leaves of a rich, glossy, olive ever­
green, and ripens from 1st ..August to 1st Septem­
ber. The mountain grape grows 011 a bush from 
one to four feet high, not on a vine, as other 
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grapes do ; leaves evergreen, glossy in appear­
ance, two inches long by one inch wide, saw­
edged ; the grapes resemble the common summer 
grape of the eastern States ; ripen from the 1st 
of August to the 1st November ; rather tart, but 
make an excellent dessert when stewed with 
sugar-at least, for those who are camping out in 
the mountains. The red huckleberry is the size 
of a small cherry, of a clear red color ; the taste 
is tartish, but delicious; it grows on a bush from 
three to six feet high, with slender stalk and 
heavy top, and the bushes are sometimes loaded 
with fruit to such an extent that the top lies on 
the ground: when the berry is ripe, in order to 
gather the fruit you have only to place a pan · 
under the bush and give the latter a shake. The 
large gooseberry grows on very high mountains, 
and to an enormous size, being as large as a hen's 
egg, and, though a rough, is a delicious berry. 
The wild currant grows on bushes ten feet high ; 
it is of a milk-white color, the size of a small 
cherry, and of a sweetish taste. On the hills, we 
find numerous other berries, which it would take 
up too much time to describe. In the valleys, we 
find the setvice berry, raspberry and blackberry; 

together with a bountiful profusion of the most 
delicious strawberries. This fine fruit may be 
gathered at all times, from the first of May to the 
first of December ; they grow very large, and 
abound in all parts of the Y alley. On the sea 
coast the strawberry is mostly of a snowy white-
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ness, ripens in July, is very large, and the leaf 

of the vine differs from the ordinary variety, 

being larger, and of a glossy green. 

VI. 

As I said before, the WILLAMETTE VALLEY is 

about one hundred and forty miles in length, and 

from forty to eighty miles wide. The Willamette 

river and all its tributaries being of pure clear 

water, adds much to the comfort and convenience 

of the many settlers. 
The Willamette river is navigable for small 

steamboats as far as Corvallis, a distance of about 

one hundred miles. Some few boats, however, 

have ascended as high as Eugene City (Spencer's 

Butte), which is forty miles above Corvallis. This 

stream divides the great Willamette Valley. 
The Valley lies in latitude 44° to 46° north, 

and, strange as it may appear, there is scarcely 

any weather that can be . called " winter." But 

little snow falls, and what does fall soon melts off; 

the ground seldom freezes at night so hard but 

what it thaws out by noon; but little ice ever 

makes its appearance on the rivers. I have spent 

winters at Milledgeville, Georgia, in latitude 33°, 

and I am of the opinion that it is not colder here 

than there. 
·rue face of the country, both hill and valley, is 
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covered all winter with beautiful green grass. 
Nothing can be more pleasant, or excite one's 
perceptions of the beautiful in nature to a greater 
degree, than to sit and look over the long reaches 
of green prairie, skirted on every hand with lofty 
mountains rising like a blue mist along the 
horizon, with here and there a snow-clad peak 
lifting its crest above its neighhors as if conscious 
of its superiority. 

The loftiest of the snowy peaks is MouxT Hoon. 
It was ascended by ~fr. BELDEX, in October, 1854, 
and found to be nineteen thousand four hundred 
feet high. They ascended as high as they could 
travel, first with snow shoes, then ·with ice hooks 
and spikes. ,Yhen they reached a point some 
18,000 feet high, respiration became very difficult, 
owing to the rarity of the atmosphere. At 
length the blood began to ooze through the pores 
of the skin like drops of sweat-their eyes oegan 
to bleed-then the blood gushed from their ears. 
Theii they comlll.inced their downward march . 
..A.t the point where they commenced the ascent, 
they h~d left their pack mules and two men to 
guard them. The men went out hunting, and 
when they returned found that the cougars had 
killed two of their mules. 

A:bout forty miles north of Mount Hood, ii: 
Mount Adams, about twenty-five miles north-west 
of this peak looms up Mount St. Helens, and north 
.of St. Helens, forty miles, stands Mount Ranier 
South of Mount Hood, about fifty miles, is MounL 
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Jefferson, sixty miles further is a group of snowy 
peaks called the Three Sisters. .All the above 
named peaks are covered with snow, winter and 
summer, and can be plainly seen from all parts of 
the Valley ; and when the rays of the evening 
sun linger with dazzling brilliancy upon their 
towering summits, never did any objects make a 
grander display of the sublimity of the Almighty 
Power, as exhibited by the works of Nature's 
handicraft, then do these majestic mountains­
these snow-clad guardians of the Valley. Often, 
when alone, have I sat as the evening shadows 
closed ar01~nd me, and gazed upon these grand old 
mountains whose white crowns receive the last 
farewell radiance of the departing sunlight-sat, 
and gazed, until, upon the wings of imagin~tion, 
I had scaled the mountain range where these 
everlasting sentinels stand guard, and sped away 
across the wide reaches of plain and desert, until 
I held communion with friends and kindred, 
hundreds and hundreds of miles away. .At such 
times, how calm, how serene, how balmy has 
appeared the evening air ; truly 

" The night would be filled with music, 
And the cares that infest the day 

Would fold up their tents, like the Arabs, 
And as silently steal away." 

But-to the Valley again'. But little rain falls 
here from the 1st of May to the 1st of November ; 
during the interval, the grass all dries up-or 
"cures," like hay-and the cattle eat it greedily, 
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for, as there is neither rain nor dew, it keeps its 
strength; vegetation all dries up, and, when a fire 
breaks out, it occasions great damage, as the 
settlers depend upon the grass for their stock 
during the winter. .About the first of October 
there come some light showers of rain, alternating 
with sunshine-weather warm and pleasant, much 
resembling the usual April weather in the States. 
In a few days, that old dry grass resumes its life 
and verdure-don't wait for a new growth, but 
turns green; I have seen old dry weeds turn 
green and bloom again, under the revivifying in­
fluence of these autumnal rains. From October 
until the next July everything remains as green 
as a meadow in May. This grass resembles the 
red top or lterd grass, and is more nutritious than 
the prairie grass of Illinois and :Missouri. 

Oregon is a great grazing country. Cattle and 
horses are allowed to run at large-no care is 
taken of them, except to brand them while young; 
the grass being ample for their sustenance, and 
salt springs, or pools, to which they have free ac­
cess, quite numerous. The stock grow fast, all 
winter, as they keep very fat; a common two 
year old cow will weigh six hundred pounds. 

So it is-while the citizens of the States are la­
boring all summer to prepare for the coming win­
ter, the Oregonians are taking their ease in the 
shade; while the farmers of the States are freez­
ing their fingers, in "packing out" feed for their 
"lean kine," the Oregonians are snugly seated by 
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a pleasant fire, finding companionship in a news­
paper, or dandling their little ones on their knees., 
while their stock are fattening on the grass that 
nature has provided for them. 

Sheep do well in Oregon. There are but few 
fine-blooded sheep in the Territory-owing to the 

. great difficulty of getting them there. A drove of 
sheep is purchased in the States, and started 
across the Plains-invariably, we find that the 
finest blooded sheep are the least able to stand 
the trip, that they " give out," and are left to feed 
the wolves, while the coarser qualities, only, reach· 
their destination. 

Horses keep fat on the grass, winter and sum­
mer. Those who have pastures enclosed, work or 
ride their horses all day, and then " turn them out 
to grass" without fear of having them "lose flesh." 

The men of Oregon are generally good riders; 
and it may not be uninteresting to the reader to 
look at a picture of an "Oregon horseman," as 
he usually appears. He has a wooden saddle, of 
the Spanish kind, with enormous wooden stirrups 
-a Spanish-bit bridle-a large Spanish spur with 
prods an inch and a half long-leather leggings­
and often leather or buckskin pants. He seldom 
rides without his blanket ; in warm weather it 
serves him for a cushion ; when it rains, or is cold, 
he thrusts his head through a hole cut in the cen­
ter, and is at once enveloped in a seamless cloak. 
Around his horse's neck he has a rawhide rope, 
forty feet long, rolled up and hung upon the horn 
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of his saddle. He generally rides very hard­
" goes in a hurry." 

'rhese horses are generally of the Spanish or 
Indian stock, and are " broke" to the saddle in 
this way : They are all driven into the enclosure 
( or corrall, as the Mexicans say); the one to be 
"broke" is selected-the lasso (which the Ore­
gonians all throw with great dexterity) is thrown 
over his head and fastens around his neck ; he 
is then choked down and blindfolded, and suffered 
to get up, when a saddle is put on and girted on 
very tight; the youthful rider (always anxious for 
the sport) is then soon in the saddle, when a 
broad leathern strap is drawn over his thighs, and 
he is strapped down tight to the saddle-and he 
is ready for the ride. The blindfold is now taken 
from the horse's eyes, and he immediately com­
mences rearing and plunging in a most desperate 
manner, leaping into the air, plunging o·n the 
ground stiff-kneed, while the youthful rider, who 
is well pleased with his horse's noble performan­
ces, is all the time whipping him with the end of 
the lasso. The horse plunges about in this man­
ner awhile, and then starts off at full speed-the 
rider continuing to ply his whip and keeping up 
"full speed" until the horse is run down, when he 
quietly returns, and from that time, is no longer 
so hard to ride. 

The young men of Oregon are the most unflinch­
ing, undaunted young men in .America. They 
smile at toil and danger-are ever ready for a 
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jaunt of some kind-and the more hazardous and 
dangerous the adventure, the more eagerly they 
embark in it. In hard riding, difficult mountain 
trips, camp life, exposure to hunger and weather, 
hunting, and the like, they excel even the wild 
Indians. In an Indian war one of these men would 
be worth eight regular soldiers. 

The soil of the Willamette Valley is generally 
rich. The greater part of that portion lying on 
the east side of that river, is of a greyish color­
gets very muddy in winter, and bairns a little too 
hard in summer. On the west side of the Willa­
mette, the soil is generally of a black sandy loam; 
on the buttes, or more rolling land, we find spots 
of a greyish color, and occasionally red clay loam. 
The appearance of the soil differs very much in 
different localities-and sometimes even in a forty­
acre field you may have five or six different kinds of 
soil. Growing everywhere on the grey soil, you 
can find a wild rose brier, three feet high, which 
bears a handsome flower, but which is a great 
annoyance to the traveler riding over the prairie. 

The land is very productive-and Oregon is the 
best wheat country in the United States; oats do 
well ; barley, peas, beans, pumpkins, squashes, 
melons, all grow and flourish well. Maize-the 
common field corn-does not grow so well here as 
in the States, though I have seen some very good 
corn here; but the proximity of the snowy moun­
tains and the strong sea breezes make the nights 
too cool for corn. 
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Garden vegetables of aU kinds do well. We 
have the largest of cabbage; beets I have meas­
ured that were twenty-six inches in circumference, 
weighing sixteen pounds; turnips grow very large, 
and may be raised at any time, winter or summer; 
potatoes grow well-often remaining in the ground, 
without being dug, all winter, without freezing. I 
have seen cabbage stalks running up to seed and 
blooming all winter long-garden pinks in bloom, 
the middle of December. Onions, radishes, pars­
nips, all grow very luxuriantly. 

The Oregonians can certainly live bountifully, if 
they choose. Their gardens supply them with a 
profusion of the choicest vegetables, and their 
cows yield them the richest of milk, from which 
they produce the finest flavored butter I ever 
tasted. 

VII. 

WE now come to the description of the U:l\IPQUA 

RIVER and VALLEY. 

It will be recollected that the Willamette river 
runs north to the Columbia. The Umpqua runs 
west to the Pacific ocean. Both these ri Ycrs head 
near the same place, in· the Cascade Mountains. 
The valleys of the two streams are divided by a 
range of mountains called the Callapooya l\Ioun 
tains. This is not a rugged range, but consists, 
generally, of regular slopes, heavily timbered and 



UMPQU.A. RIVER .A.ND VALLEY. 45 

of rich soil, with occasionally a bluff precipice. 
On the mountains can be obtained the finest qual­
ity of cedar, in great abundance; excellent fir 
timber ; and chinquepin, large enough for rails. 
The undergrowth is principally hazel and fern. 
Game abounds on the mountains, such as elk, 
black-tailed deer, ( a size larger than the common 
deer), black and red bears, and a few" grizzlys." 
The large black wolves are very numerous, and 
there are a few cougars and panthers. 

The main road, leading from the Willamette to 
California, passes over the Callapooya Mountains. 
It passes up the Willamette valley to its head, then 
crosses the mountains and strikes the waters of 
Elle creek, a tributary of the U mpqua. 

The Umpqua river rises in the Cascade Moun­
tains; its general course is north 45° west the first 
seventy-five miles, whence it bears nearly due west 
to the Pacific. The mouth of this river affords a 
good entrance for the largest sized ships; and, by 
ascending some fifteen miles to the mouths of 
Smith's river and Scho'l.field' s river-the former on 
the north side, the latter on the south side-there 
is a good and secure harbor, sheltered by high, 
rugged, iron-bound shores. At the mouth of Ump­
qua river is a town bearing the same name. At 
the mouth of Smith's river is the town of GARDINER, 
and just opposite, at the mouth of Scholfield's, is 
the town of PROVIDENCE. Ten miles higher up 
the river you arrive at MIDDLETON. All these 
towns are places of minor importance, as the 
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country in their vicinity is very mountainous and 
unfit for cultivation. 

In prospecting for gold, some has been discov­
ered; but owing to the hostility and treachery of 
the Indians, prospecting has not been carried to 
any great extent . 

.A.t SCOTTSBURG you are at the head of naviga­
tion ; and it is a place of considerable importance. 
There is a w3.gon road leading from this point to 
the valley of the Umpqua. At Scottsburg, there 
is quite a fall in the river-though not so great as 
that in the ·,Yillamcttc. There is a perpendicular 
fall of sixteen feet. Tide water rises eight feet 
at the Falls. The fish from the ocean ascend to 
this point, such as large salmon, and "salmon 
trout," as the settlers call them ; but the best 
judges call these latter fish mackerel of the finest 
quality. The writer has eaten them, after they 
had been salted for six months, and, certainly, if 
taste be any criterion upon which to found an 
opinion, they are the very best of mackerel. The 
Indians catch them in abundance ; and, I think, in 
a few years they will afford the finest fisheries that 
can be established on the Oregon coast. 

Ascending the rive1\ twelve miles further you 
arrive at ELKTON, at the mm1th of Elk ril:cr; it 
is the county seat of Cmpqua county. There is 
but very little tillable land to be found on l~rnp­
qua river below this point, as it is a mountainous 
country, very rugged and rocky. From the mouth 
of Elk, the nlley begins to widen ·out, on the 
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river, and the soil is very productive. The river 
being very crooked, the tillable lands are prmc1-
pally in the bends. The wagon road crosses the 
river three miles above Elkton at DREW'S FERRY 
-crosses again a mile and a half above, at Dar­
MOCK & COOPER'S FERRY, while the distance around 
is not less than twelve miles. Four miles above 
the last mentioned ferry, is KELLOGG'S MILL, 
which is situated on the rapids in the river, as 
there is a great fall at that place. There is a fine 
bank of stone coal near the mill, and gold, in small 
quantities, has been found there, in low water, on 
the rock in the bed of the river. 

Ten miles from Kellogg's, as you ascend, you 
will pass through a deep cafion and enter a beau­
tiful valley called the GREEN VALLEY. Here, also, 
you reach the forks of the Umpqua river, called 
the North and South Umpqua. The valleys now 
spread out wide and beautiful, but differ from the 
Willamette Valley in the greater number of bare 
buttes, round knobs, and conical peaks that rise 
from the level bosoms of the valleys. Occasion­
ally these hills rise to the height of eight hundred 
feet, covered from base to pinnacle with a luxu­
riant growth of grass; others again, are covered 
with grass and scattering black oaks-this being 
the most northern point at which the black oak is 
found in Oregon, or on the Pacific coast. 

About six miles above the forks is WINCHESTER, 
the county seat of Douglas county. It is situ­
ated on the North Fork of U mpqua river, in the 



48 OREGON. 

heart of a fertile and flourishing country-the best 
grazing country in Oregon, and well adapted for 
all kinds of farming purposes, as no part of the 
United States surpasses it for wheat, oats, rye and 
potatoes. All kinds of garden vegetables, water­
melons, musk-melons, pumpkins and squashes grow 
well, and have a flavor relished, at least, by your 
humble servant, when returning from a surveying 
tramp, where he had been living a camp life for a 
long time. 

It is in this county, that Hon. JOSEPH LANE-­

present Delegate in Congress-makes his home. 
He lives in comparative ease and splendor for that 
distant land. He has two hundred and fiity cows, 
from which there is a yearly increase of two hun­
dred head-and all these provide for themselves, 
winter and summer, no care, except to brand the 
calves, being required on the part of the proprie­
tor. When you are told that a two year old cow 
will sell for forty dollars, you will readily admit 
that he ouglt.t to live at his ease. 

A stream, called the Callapooya, rises in 
the Cascade Mountains, and runs west, and inter­
sects the Umpqua river four miles below Winches­
ter. It is about thirty miles long, and affords fine 
tillable soil, which is in a high state of cultivation, 
there being some as fine farms there as the Terri­
tory contains. 

From this place to the head of Umpqua, numer­
ous small streams set in, affording clear water that 
ripples over beds of pearly gravel. 



Ul\IPQU.A. RIVER .A.ND VALLEY. 49 

For a distance of twenty-five miles south and 
east of Winchester, the country is thickly settled. 
Further up the streams the valleys are smaller, 
but good farms are located on all of them. 
Nearly all the settlements south of Winchester 
were destroyed by the hostile Indians in the 
winter of 1856-the fine frame houses and barns 
were laid in ashes, and what few settlers escaped 
the scalping knife, were left destitute of home or 
shelter, turned out upon the world without refuge 
or clothing. 

About ninety miles south of ·winchester, on the 
road leading to California, is the Great Canon 
spoken of. It is a narrow pass between two large 
mountains. The road passes up this creek a 
distance of twelve miles ; there has been a vast 
amount of money expended in making this road, 
and it is now barely passable for teams; the attempt 
to make the trip from California to Oregon with 
wagons was never undertaken until 1854-the 
travel, and all the produce taken from Oregon to 
California, overland, previously, had been by 
means of pack animals. 

This cafion has been the scene of numerous 
murders. The sides of the mountains are heavily 
timbered, and the undergrowth is thick chaparal, 
while the adjacent country is inhabited by the 
most hostile Indians on the Pacific coast. These 
are the Indians spoken of that have been 
treacherous and hostile at all times since they 
were first discovered by white men. They have 
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been a greater terror, and have committed more 
murders upon the whites, than all other tribes 
on the coast combined. They never fail to kill 
the travelers through this cafion, if they observe 
them, unless there is a sufficiently large party of 
whites to protect themselves; in that case, they 
are remarkably friendly, knowing that the white 
man never attacks-only defends after he is 
attacked, giving the Indian entirely the advantage. 

VIII. 

WE now continue on the road to California, 
and, crossing a small mountain, arrive in ROGUE 
RIVER Y ALLEY. 

Rogue river rises in the Cascade Mountains, 
and runs almost due west to the Pacific, in the 
north latitude 42° 30'. Its length is about one 
hundred and sixty miles. There is no entrance 
for ships at th.e month ; it has no harbor ; and it 
is not navigable for steamboats, as it passes 
through a very mountainous country. There are 
some good farming locations near the mouth, and 
some scattering farms for some distance up the 
river. About thirty miles from the mouth, a 
stream called Tooloose river empties into Rogue 
river; but little is known of this river, however, 
as it heads in the Siskiou Mountains. Con­
siderable gold has been discovered on this stream , 
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and valuable gold diggings have been worked, to 
some extent, from this place to the mouth of 
Rogue river. But, owing to the number of hostile 
Indians prowling continually about this region, it 
has never been satisfactorily "prospected," from 
the fact that very few persons were willing to risk 
their scalps, even in the search for gold. When­
ever a rich spot did or does happen to be " struck," 
a crowd rushes to that point whose numbers act 
as a shield for their defence by intimidating the 
blood-thirsty savages; but, in prospecting, the 
parties are necessarily small, and are, consequently, 
much exposed to danger. 

A.s you ascend Rogue river, seventy miles from 
the mouth, Grave creek empties in on the north 
side ; this stream affords some good gold diggings. 
A. short distance below this stream are the " BIG 
MEADOWS," the retreat, spoken of, of the Indians. 
Eight miles above Grave creek is Gallows creek; 
ten miles above this, Jump-off-Joe creek; on both of 
which streams there is some good land for farming 
purposes, while on both gold has been discovered 
near their mouths. Six miles above Jump-off-Joe, 
a creek runs in, on the south side of Rogue river, 
called Applegate; it is thirty miles in length, has 
some good farming country near the mouth, and 
rich gold mines have been successfully worked on 
the head waters, at the base of the Siskiou moun­
tains. Four miles above the mouth of Applegate 
creek, the Oregon and California road crosses 
Rogue river, at which place a good ferry is kept. 
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The valley now spreads out and affords a large 
scope of fine farming country. It was settled by 
industrious and intelligent farmers, and was in a 
high state of cultivation as the proximity of the 
mines gave a ready market for every article of 
surplus produce, at high prices. But the Indian 
war 01 1856 laid all this fine country waste, and 
its once wealthy inhabitants are now in poverty, 
or their bones bleaching on the hills ! 

JACKSONVILLE, the county seat of Jackson county, 
is situated in this valley, on the south side of a 
rich and fertile. section, and in the heart of a rich 
mining district. It is the most flourishing village 
in Southern. Oregon. It is about one hundred and 
thirty miles ftom the Pacific coast, and is supplied 
with goods and groceries from PORT ORFORD and 
CRESCENT CITY-the latter being a ship landing 
within the boundary of California. The goods 
are transported over very rough mountain trails on 
pack mules. The road from Oregon to California 
passes east of Jacksonville, but a branch passing 
through the town has been constructed and has 
become the main traveled road. YREKA, the 
great mining tmrn of California, is about eighty 
miles south of Jacksonville. 

:N'ear Jacksonville is the INDIAN AGE~CY, for 
the Indians in all Southern Oregon. 

Near this, and about twenty miles north of 
JacksonYillc, is the well known 'fABLE RocK, where 
the great battle was fought in 1853, between Gen. 
Jos. LANE and his command and the Rogue river 



ROGUE RIVER VALLEY. 53 

Indians. It was at this place that LANE received 
his severe wound in the shoulder ; it was here that 
Capt. OGDEN was killed; here Capt. P. M. ARM­

STRONG (brother of the writer) was killed-Capt. 
OLDEN wounded and disabled for life-and many 
other valuable lives were lost. Those who were 
slain were all decently buried, but no sooner had 
the soldiers left the place than the brutal savages 
returned, dug them from their graves and cut 
them to pieces, leaving their mangled bodies to be 
devoured, and their bones gnawed by the wolves. 

The following " items" of " mining intelli­
gence" were extracted from publications made in 
1856, and will serve to give a pretty good idea of 
the Rogue river mines: 

'' JACKSON CREEK.-The minel's on Jackson creek and 
vicinity are doing well, ~any of them taking out from two 
to three ounces a day to the hand. Those who have 
sunk shafts and drifted on the bed l'Ock, as a general 
thing, find gold in considerable quantities. 

"STERLIJS"G.--"\Vhere water can be had to wash with, at 
Sterling, the miners are doing very well. Many are 
drifting and stacking up the dirt until the water comes. 
As soon as it rains, gold will be washed out in great 
abundance at Sterling. 

'' ,v e have seen and conversed with some of the 
returned party who have been down Rogue rivei:, and in 
the vicinity of the coast, they report that on Gahce creek 
the miners are doing well, perhaps better than any 
former period since the mines have been worked on that 
creek. 

"WHISKY CREEK, we understand, is all claimed, also 
the gulches making into the creek ; but our informant 
could not say how well they were doing, but from the 
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extent of the claims, the natural inference would be that 
it paid well. 

"JonN" MuLE CREEK.-The gold is coarse, and those 
having experience say that the prospects are good, yet the 
prospecting party only prospected near the surface and but 
temporarily. 

'' MEADows.-Gold was found and justifies the party in 
saying that in some places it will pay ten dollars a day to 
the hand-generally found on the bars in the river, the 
gold heavy, and of the best quality. 

"Brn BEND OF ROGUE RrvER.-The prospects good, 
and coarse gold. The impression of those prospecting is, 
that good diggings will be found in the vicinity of the 
Big Bend. 

" lLLrnors.-At the mouth of Illinois river but slightly 
prospected. A few miles up the river the miners are 
doing well when they can work. Many good claims are 
lying without being worked on account of the Indians, as 
there are quite a number of hostile Indians b that neigh­
borhood, of Old John's band, who have not made peace. 

" PISTOL RrvER could not be prospected on account of 
the Indians. The appearance of the country and every 
indication goes to warrant the conclusion that gold is 
plenty on this river. 

"CHETCO was but slightly prospected; the prospect 
was good, the gold coarse ; but little doubt of rich 
diggings at this place. The prospectors were prevented 
from thoroughly prospecting the country on account of the 
Indians. It is reported that there are at least one hundred 
warriors roving over the Coast Range of mountains in the 
neighborhood of Rogue river." 

The SISKIOU MOUNT.A.INS appear to be nature's 
geographical boundary line between Oregon and 
California, as it is a regular chain, or solid moun­
tain, from the Pacific coast east to the Cascade 
Range. But it is from twelve to twenty-five miles 
north of the true boundary line, which is estab- . 
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lished on latitude 42° north. There is only one 
small stream south of these mountains, within the 
limits of Oregon-Smith's river, which has been 
but little explored, except by a few gold hunters, 
who report an abundance of gold, and likewise a 
numerous horde of hostile Indians. 

The distance from Salem, the present seat of 
government, to the southern boundary of Oregon, 
measured on the meridian line, is two hundred and 
four miles; but, by the traveled road, it is more 
than three hundred miles. 

In the extreme southern portions of the Terri­
tory, the grizzly bear is a great annoyance to the 
farmers, in killing and carrying off their stock. 
They seldom attack a man, unless when wounded 
or have been come upon suddenly and have no 
chance for retreat, when they willingly engage in 
a battle for death or victory. The description and 
habits of this ferocious animal have been so often 
given to the public, that I will not here repeat 
the same. 

Elk, black tailed deer, and antelope, abound 
plentifully in this region of country. It is amus­
ing tc sit on some high butte, and look over a 
beautiful Yalley and see the deer and antelope 
skipping about over the plain below. 

A small species of wolf, called by the natives, coy­
ote-(pronounced ki-o-ta)-annoys the antelope 
very much, in the months of June and July. They 
will never attack a full grown antelope, but when 
the fawns begin to travel, they manifest a great 
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anxiety to get hold of them, and at the same time 
they stand in mortal dread of the. keen eyes and 
sharp hoofs of the old antelopes ; you will see 
them skulking and hiding about where the antelopes 
are feeding, watching every movement of a fawn 
as it plays about, until finally, tired out, it lies 
down to rest or sleep, its mother carelessly crop­
ping the grass, some distance off. The coyote im­
proves the opportunity by suddenly leaping from 
the chaparral and pouncing upon its victim. As 
soon as the old antelope discovers the situation of 
her young, ·she utters a keen whistle, and darts 
after the coyote, followed by the whole flock. If 
the wolf has miscalculated the distance, and fails 
to reach the shelter of a chaparral thicket before 
being overtaken, he is instantly stamped to death 
for his impudence. And if, as he is prowling 
about, the coyote happens to be espied by the ante­
lopes, the latter all gather in a crowd, forming a 
ring, in the center of which their young are placed, 
while a portion of the flock will lcaYe the ring and 
take after the offender ; as soon as he perceives 
them coming, knowing that his life is in danger, 
the coyote ·' br~aks" for the chaparral-but if he 
is overtaken, the foremost antelope springs high 
in the air and alights on the coyote, which knocks 
him over, and then the entire flock in pursuit 
alight on him, successively, in the same manner, 
so fast that he cannot regain his feet. The ante­
lope's hoof being sharp, every leap cuts, and the 
coyote is soon trampled to death. The antelope 
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is smaller than the common deer ; their meat is 

the most delicious of wild game-being much finer 

grained than the common venison. 

The common black bear is abundant in this 

region, and, being easily killed, affords the miners 

excellent food. 

IX. 

I WILL now proceed to give a description of the 

COASTS and HARBORS of Oregon, commencing at 

the California line. 
The first harbor is the mouth of Smith's rin~r, 

south of the Siskiou Mountains, which is twenty 

miles north of Crescent City, and affords an en­

trance for small vessels. Near the mouth of this 

river is PELICAN BAY, in the vicinity of which are 

good beach diggings. 
We next reach the mouth of Rogue river, where 

there is neither entrance nor harbor. The beach 

is rocky and precipitous; some farming land is to 

be found in the vicinity, and beach gold diggings 

that have paid well, but both miners and settlers 

were either killed or driven off during the Indian 

war of 1856. It was at this place that BEXJA:m~ 

WRIGHT and Capt. JOHN POLAND were killed, and 

the great massacre took place of the troops under 

their command, and of the citizens of the place, 

by the professedly friendly Indians. 

In the summer of 1854, the beach was lined 
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with the tents and shanties of the gold diggers, 
from Rogue river to PORT ORFORD, a distance of 
thirty-five miles; but there is no mining going on 
now. The gold obtained here is of the purest 
quality, being in thin flakes like wheat bran. 

PORT ORFORD is the next place of note that 
we arrive at. It is a beautiful bay, with easy 
entrance; there are some high rocks peering up 
above the water, but ships of the largest size can 
with safety run up and anchor within eighty 
rods of the beach. The harbor is not good, as 
there is no shelter from the south. The mines of 
Port Orford do not yield as large a profit to the 
miner as those of Rogue ri\·er. But the abundance 
of water, and the fact that supplies are shipped 
here by water, without the expense of land trans­
portation, make it much more convenient and com­
fortable for the miner. Another serious difficulty 
in the way of very successful mining is, that the 
gold dust is not worth more than ten dollars an 
ounce, owing to the large amount of a mineral 
called irid-osmiwn-a compound of iridium and 
osmium, two minerals found in some of the mines 
in a pure state-which is mixed with the dust. 
lrid-osmium is usually found in very small grains, 
round or flattened, about as large as the end of a 
small type; its specific gravity is greater than 
that of gold, and its color and lustre is that of 
bright steel; on account of its weight it cannot be 
separated from the gold by washing or blowing. 
When the miner has, apparently, obtained three 
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ounces of gold, he has generally one ounce of irid­

osrniuni. It is of but little use in the arts ; it is 

insoluble in any known acid or combination of 

acids ; it is infusible ; and it is extremely hard­

the smallest piece, laid on a steel hammer and 

struck with another hammer, will enter the steel 

before it will yield. There is no other part of the 

mining district where this compound is so abundant 

as at the Port Orford mines, although there is 

some found mixed with the gold of Klamath lake 

and Shasta. 
The Indians of Port Orford are rather an indif­

ferent looking tribe. They are rather below the 

ordinary stature; are indolent, lazy, and filthy in 

appearance; live mostly on fish; are generally 

affected with weak eyes, many of them being 

entirely blind, and many others partially so; oc_ca­

sfonally covered with sores about the neck, of 

syphilitic origin. Although yet a large tribe, they 

can. survive but a few generations more, before 

becoming extinct. Until the Indian war broke 

out, the more rugged and savage tribe inhabiting 

the Rogue riYer country were a great terror to 

these miserable Indians-taking from them what­

ever they chose, reducing them to servitude, 

and making beasts of burden of them whenever it 

suited them to do so. But during the war they 

all united, and cooperated as a band of brothers 

against the " Bostons" -the whites. 
The bay of Port Orford is sometimes called 

Tichenor's Bay. It is in north latitude 42° 4:5'. 
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Upon entering the harbor, you pass near a precipi­
tous bluff on the right, while on the other hand a 
large rock rises up out of the sea to the height 
of one hundred feet, which coYers four acres of 
ground; it is shaped something like an egg, with 
the point toward the sand beach and reaching 
within twenty feet of it. Issuing from the side of 
this rock flows a beautiful little stream of fresh, 
clear, cold, pure water, eighty feet above tide­
water. I am particular in this descriptjon of the 
rock, as we have an instance to relate, here, show­
ing the sagacity of the Oregonian. 

In the year 1851, a party of men from Portland, 
Oregon, selected this spot for a town site, depend­
ing on its harbor, and the transportation by 

pack animals to the interior, as the basis of its suc­
cess as a point of business. The discovery of gold 
on the coast stimulated their progress, and added 
to their prospects. The party consisted of eigh­
teen men, who landed at Port Orford and com­
menced establishing a town. _Utcr remaining a 
short time, their stock of provisions began to get 
low, and there being no means of procuring a sup­
ply nearer than San Francisco or Portland, nine of 
the company hoisted sail upon their schooner and 
returned to Portland to obtain a cargo of pro­
visions. 

At that time there was but little known of the 
country between Port Orford and the Willamette 
Valley, a distance of some three hundred miles, 
and no knowledge was possessed by the whites of 
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any passage over or around the high, rough moun­
tains, the deep caiions and gulches. Xo one 
possessed any accurate knowledge of the country 
except some old Indian fraders and venturesome 
trappers and hunters, and these were seldom Yery 
communicative respecting the country, unless 
questioned particularly in regard to it. 

This section of Oregon, at that time, contained 
about two thousand Indian warriors, in the various 
tribes, who soon became aware that the whites 
had settled their country, and they soon deter­
mined to murder the little band at Port Orford. 
The latter became alarmed, and determined to 
retire from their weak fort on the main land, to 
the rock before alluded to, where they could 
better fortify themsehcs against attack. This 
they accomplished by throwing some poles across 
the chasm from the beach to the rock. This rock 
was a natural fortress-presenting three precipi­
tous sides to the ocean, and being accessible from 
the land only at one narrow point, and there only 
by the aid of an artificial bridge. The little party 
of nine men now carried their little brass cannon 
-a six pounder-and all their guns, pistols, and 
ammunition, on to this rock, and fortified their foot­
bridge or pass-way. This was, for the distance of 
fifty yards, not more than five feet in width, and if 
the foot of any person walking upon it slipped, he 
would fall fifty feet headlong into the sea. At a 
point sixty yards from the beach, the whites pr~­
pared their fortification, leaving a port hole for their 
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cannon. They then loaded the piece with slugs, 
stones, and bits of iron, to the very muzzle, and 
prepared themselves for either death or victory­
determined, however, to fight to the last extremity. 
They were not Ion g left in suspense. Their pre­
cautions were well timed, for on the following day 
the tribes from the U mpqua, Rogue, and Coquille 
rivers assembled, mustering a thousand or twelve 
hundred warriors, armed with bows, arrows and 
war clubs; they were entirely unacqaainted with 
the use of the death-dealing rifle, or gunpowder. 
They commenced the attack by pouring up the 
narrow pass-way as thick as they could crowd, 
with frightful yells; and the little band began to 
look upon their fate as being already sealed. 
The w hi~es had chosen a Tennesseean, of Jackson 
nerve, as their commander, who restrained his 
men until the Indians had approached within ten 
paces of the mouth of the cannon. .Arrows were 
flying thick and fast against the barricade, and 
over their heads, and the savages were rushing on 
with exulting yells, as if certain of success. .At 
length the commander, in a loud, firm ·mice gave 
the word-" Fire !" -and the cannon and rifles 
simultaneously discharged their messengers of 
death, with deafening roar. The scene that 
ensued was one of horror that bafiles all descrip~ 
tion ! The yells of confident triumph were 
changed to shrieks of horror and despair-scores 
dropped in their tracks, dead-others, wounded, 
went rolling and tumbling over the sides of the 
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rocky precipice-while hundreds who were unhurt 
by the discharge, were so frightened that they 
sprang headlong over the precipice, striking 
against the craggy rocks in their descent, tumbling 
from rock to rock, until they struck the roaring 
and foaming surf, to rise no more. The number 
of warriors slain at this single discharge was 
never correctly ascertained, but it was afterward 
admitted by the Indians that three-fourths of their 
braves were swept off. The survivors, alarmed 
beyond measure at the report of the cannon­
never having heard the like before, as thunder is 
unknown in Oregon-fled in consternation to the 
mountains. 

Our little band came off unharmed, but as they 
had not sufficient powder left for another round, 
and as they feared a renewal of the attack, when 
the Indians should have overcome their temporary 
fright, they concluded to abandon the place. 
Accordingly, after nightfall, about eleven o'clock, 
they crawled from their " Rock of Safety," and 
made their way to the nearest mountain. The 
mountains being covered with heavy timber and 
thick undergrowth afforded them secure refuge 
from their enemies. For nineteen days they 
wandered over the mountains, bearing a general 
course toward the Willamette Yalley, where they 
arrived at the end of that time, in safety, subsist­
ing on the way, upon such food as they could 
procure in the woods. 
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From that day to this, the scene of their terrible 
fight has borne the name of the " BATTLE RocK." 

About eighteen miles north of Port Orford, on 
the coast, is CAPE BL.A.NCO, near north latitude 43° 
and west longitude 12--1 ° 31'-the most westerly 
point of the U. S., except Cape Mendocino, in 
California, which is in west longitude 124 ° 33'. 
Cape Blanco presents a high, rugged, rocky. cliff 
to the sea, which extends far out int0 the ocean. 
As the mariner doubles this cape, the white 
breakers can be seen dashing wildly along the 
rocky barrier, and flying fifty feet into the air. 
The rock appears to be a kind of conglomerate, or 
laya. 

Twelve miles further north we reach the mouth 
of Sequatc!tin river, a small stream of no im­
portance, as it affords but little farming land. It 
has been a place of great resort for the Indians, 
as salmon run up this stream in great numbers ; 
elk abound here ; and in no part of Oregon are 
there so many black tail deer as on this river. 
There has been no prospecting for gold here, 
except along the beach, where some has been 
found; but the whole country abounds in gold­
blossom, or quartz rock, and now that the Indians 
are to be removed, this section will be thoroughly 
prospected. 

Eight miles further up the coast is the mouth of 
Coquille river. Until the fall of 1855, but little 
was known of this stream ; and there are but few 
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settlers on it yet. N" o part of Oregon, however, 
presents greater inducements to the farmer and 
stock raiser than the Coquille country. Mining 
has been carried on here to some extent, with 
success, but the country has not been thoroughly 
prospected, hitherto, on account of the hostility 
of the Indians. The harbor of Coquille is good, 
and the entrance easy for vessels drawing not 
more than fifteen feet. Tide water runs up the 
bay for sixty miles, and ships can safely ascend 
the distance of fifty miles. There are large 
bodies of beautiful prairie, for farming and grazing 
purposes, lying along the shores of the bay, but 
the greater portion of the bay is surrounded by 
mountains-some covered with tall and beautiful 
fir and pine timber, with occasional groves of 
cedar, and others destitute of timber but clothed 
with grass. 

I will, in a few words, give you a description 
of a ten days' stroll that I took over the valleys 
and hills of the Coquille. Almost the first object 
of interest that attracted my attention was a tree, 
standing close to the river, about twelve miles 
below the junction of the North Fork. On the 
bark of this tree, I could trace the name of DE:G,Js 
"\YHITE, and date 1834, which had been cut in with 
a knife. Near by, is the stump of another tree 
cut down about the same time, from appearances, 
and about twelve feet of the trunk is gone. It is 
supposed that some unfortunate man had been 
ship-wrecked somewhere on the coast, and had 
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wandered thus far, without being discovered by 
the Indians, when, finding it impossible to travel 
further east, he endeavored to make a canoe and 
return to the coast. The whole party, however, 
if this supposition be correct, must have perished 
or been killed, as we have no account of any 
white man visiting that bay until eight years later,. 
when it was discovered by Capt. P. M. JtRl\ISTRONG, 

in 1842, while he was on a voyage from the mouth 
of the Columbia to San Francisco. His vessel 
was a common sized schooner, and, a violent 
storm arising from the west, he saw no chance to 
·escape, as the wind was driving his boat at a rapid 
rate landward, where the wa··rns ·were beating 
violently against the iron-bound shore. DiscoY­
ering a smooth opening in the foaming waves, he 
set his vessel's prow for that point, intending to 
beach her, and thus, perhaps, save the lives of his 
crew ; to this end be crowded on sail, in the hope 
of being able to run her far up on the sandy beach. 
The reader can imagine the pleasure and astonish­
ment of " all hands" when they found their vessel 
riding safely ornr the Vl'avcs into a beautiful bay, 
where they found a secure harbor from the driving 
storm. They remained there five days, killing a 
number of elk. They also discovered gold, but, 
not being experienced miners, and this being 
previous to the discovery of gold on the Pacific 
coast, elsewhere, their discovery was passed by 
without much notice. 

Another thing that attracted my attention was 



COASTS Ai\D HARBORS. 67 

the incalculable number of elk that ranged 
through this section of country. At that season 
of the year, (September,) ·in the morning and 
evening, they made the hills ring with their 
braying and whistling. Some of them are very 
large, weighing from six hundred to eight hundred 
pounds, after being dressed. 

The next thing that came under my observation 
was the large amount of good land I passed over. 
The fertile, or tillable land is not confined to the 
banks of the river, for every tributary that flows 
into the Coquille affords beautiful prairies, and 
bare buttes, covered with luxuriant grass. The 
timber, on the bottom lands, is mostly myrtle, ash, 
and maple-the soil being a black sandy loam. 
Some of the surrounding hills are covered with 
fir, pine, and red and white cedar. 

In 1856 this was a wild country-there being 
not to exceed a dozen white men in the valley, and 
but two families from its head to its mouth, a 
distance of over a hundred miles. One difficulty 
attending this valley is, that the trail for pack 
animals east, over the Coast Mountains, to the 
settlements, is very rough-a strong pack mule 
being able to pack no more than one hundred and 
fifty pounds. But the harbor will shortly be a 
place of note, being a short distance only from 
Kowes Bay, a fact that will greatly facilitate the 
settlement of the Coquille country. 

This is one of the greatest places for wild fruits 
to be found on the Pacific coast, as there is a 
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supply of ripe and fresh fruit five months in the 
year. Among the varieties are the strawberry, 
white and red; salmon berry; blackberry; salal 
berry; and two kinds of huckleberry, the summer 
and winter-the latter a beautiful red, size and 
appearance of the cranberry, grows on elevated 
table land, ripens in ~eptember and lasts until 
December. The Indians of Coquille live entirely 
on berries and fish-drying both for winter use. 

KowEs BAY, at the mouth of the river of the 
same name, in north latitude 43° 30', comes next, 
CAPE ARAGO lying immediately on the south of 
the entrance of the bay. As this bay is generally 
written "CoosE," we will hereafter adopt the 
same style. The entrance has, until recently, 
been considered dangerous, until, lately, it is 
found to afford a good entrance. Below I give a 
statement made by ~Ir. CLARK: 

" COOSE BAY BAR. 

"I feel it due to the citizens of Coose Bay, and more 
especially to the public, that I make a true and faithful 
statement of the depth of water at the entrance of this 
harbor. At the instance of l\Ir. Northrop, I came here 
some time ago to examine the entrance, in view of bring­
ing in the bark Success, Capt. Davenport, a vessel of 
203 tons. During this examination, I cross--'d and re­
crossed the bar seventeen times, and examined carefully 
and thoroughly the whole lay of the bar. 1,Ybere Capt. 
Crosby lays the channel on bis chart, there is very little 
water-not enough to carry even a small vessel in safety. 
But to the northward of the line marked on Crosby's 
chart for the channel, there is a channel sufficiently wide 
for beating in or out, and which has not less than fourteen 
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or fifteen feet of water at ordinary or half tide. I went 
out to Capt. Davenport in a canoe, and he, not knowin!Y 
me, a_nd h~vin_g Crosby's chart, and seeing that I wanted 
to brmg lum m to the northward, was afraid to risk me 
~nd sen~ in a note to l\lr. Northrop, by an Indian, fo;, 
mstru?t10ns. The Indian not getting back with the in­
structions, the next day the Captain concluded to risk it. 
S~ about noon on. the 16th inst., with a strong north-west 
wmd, we came m under close-reefed top-sails, without 
touching, or without shipping a drop of water. 

" The bark has discharged her cargo, and will proceed 
to loading coal to-morrow. In my opinion, time will 
prove Coose Bay a ·good and safe place for shipping. 
The public will be advised from time to time, as the facts 
in regard to the bar are developed by experience. 

'' Respectfully yours, C. CLARK. 
"Empire City, .April 23, 1855." 

Coose Bay is destined to be a place of consid­
erable importance at no distant day. It is sixty 
miles in length ; its shores affording some good 
farming land, on the beach, on each side, but the 
greater portion is timber of the finest quality-fir, 
cedar and pine. It will be a great lumbering 
point, as it is nearer to San Francisco than any 
other, having an inexhaustible supply of timber. 
There are, by this time, two steam saw mills in 
operation. 

The best coal mines on the Pacific coast ai·e on 
the beach of Coose Bay, and a number of bands 
are constantly employed at this place in taking the 
coal from the mines and loading the ships, there 
bein()' generally from three to five ships in the har-o . . 
bor taking coal on board. San Francisco m a 
great measure depends upon Coose Bay for her 
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supply. The bed, or vein of coal is situated at 
the water's edge, and a portion of it is so low that 
there is difficulty in raising the coal on account of 
the water running in on the colliers. 

In addition to the lumbering and coal business, 
no where else do the beach gold diggings pay bet­
ter than at Coose Bay. The gold is pure, bright, 
yellow and scaly, resembling the Feather liver 
gold of California. 

The trail over the mountains, east, to the settle­
ments, is very rugged. The amount of farming 
and grazing country, gold mines, and coal fields, 
of the Coquille region cannot be estimated, havillg 
been explored but little except along the coast. 
The Coquille and Coose rivers are but a short dis­
tance apart--at one point approaching within 
twelve miles of each other, without any mountain 
or barriers, except a low bottom intervening, 
and when the Coquille is very high, it sometimes 
overflows its banks, and its waters find their way 
into the Coose. 

The mouth of the U mpqua has been previously 
described. It has a good harbor, and. is fifteen 
miles north of Coose Bay, in north latitude -13° -15'. 

We arrive, in latitude -1-1 ° 15', at CAPE PEPETUA, 

just north of the mouth of Sciisticum rfrcr, a small 
stream that forms the southern boundary of the 
Qoast or Yamhill Indian Reservation, and furnishes 
excellent fisheries for the Indians. 

Continuing north, along the coast, to latitude 
44° -15', we arrive at the mouth of the Alseya river, 
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a sma!l stream, with a bay fifteen miles in length, 
affordmg entrance for small vessels. A trail leads 
from this point, east, over the Coast 1.fountains to 

' Corvallis. There is some good farming land about 
the head of the bay, and some claims were made 
there, but, being in the Reserve, thev had to be 
abandoned.· w 

CAPE FouLWEATHER is eight miles further up 
the coast. 

.A.bout latitude 45° is the mouth of Nekas river 
-of little importance except for fishing and bunt­
ing; the stream abounds with fine salmon, and the 
hills with elk, black tail deer, and black bear. 

Nine miles further north is the mouth of the 
Yaquinna, or Salmon river, near the mouth of 
which there is some farming land. There is, at 
this place, neither harbor nor entrance. The 
stream is noted for its fisheries. Its head is east 
of the Coast Range. and the sources of this stream 
and the Yamhill river are not more than six hun­
dred yards apart; which affords a gap entirely 
through these mountains. The salmon ascend this 
stream to its very head waters in great numbers; 
and the settler~ of the Willamette Valley visited 
this fishing ground to a considerable extent, in the 
years 1854 and 18GG, but owing to the fact that 
this portion of the country is included within 
the boundary of the Coast Reserve, the whites are 
no longer permitted to fish there-which deprives 
the settlers in the Yalley of all fishing facilities 
within convenient reach. The salmon run up all 
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the small streams tributary to this river in such 
numbers that, in deep places-in the small 
branches where the water is eighteen inches deep 
-you can, in half an hour, take out as many large 
fish as you can pack on a mule. 

The mouth of this stream is noted for the num. 
ber of sea lions ( or seals) that are found on the 
rocks and sand beach. Some of my company shot 
one that the tide afterward drifted on shore and 
left dead, giving us an opportunity of examining 
it minutely; it was one of the largest size-it 
would have weighed, probably, 1200 or 1500 
pounds. We gave it to the Indians, who a~ 
peared to be very thankful, for they valued it as a 
great prize; and we were certainly amply repaid 
by witnessing their actions. The men all gath. 
ered in a ring around the carcase, and commenced 
brandishing their butcher knives-jumping into 
the air-turning somersets--going through the war 
dance; suiting all their words to their actions. 
Occasionally they would make desperate lunges 
at the dead carcase with their knives, but always 
took good care to miss it, while their blades would 
sink to the hilt in the sand. This ~eremony lasted 
for about thirty minutes, when the chief returned 
his thanks to us for our generosity in bestowing 
on him and his tribe so rich and bountiful a supply 
of their choicest food. He then turned to the 
carcase of the "lion," and carefully marked it off 
with his knife in pieces about the size of sides of 
bacon. As soon as it was all marked off, all went 
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forward and commenced c·utting it up into the sized 
pieces marked off, and throwing it in piles on the 
sand, apparently to represent the heads of families 
or wigwams. The women, who, all this time, had 
been sitting quietly on the grassy beach, watching 
the movements of the men, as soon as the monster 
was carved, marched up in a row, and turned 
their backs toward the piles of meat ; the men 
began to pick up the meat and lay it into the pack 
basket that was strapped on each squaw's back­
packing them with from sixty to one hundred 
pounds each. The whole crowd then started for 
camp, a distance of four miles. The men carried 
nothing; the squaws are their pack animals. 

The flesh of the sea lion is a yellow, oily sub­
stance-appears to be a perfect body of oil, with­
out any more solidity than leaf lard from a fat hog. 
The Indians say it is close-rnuk-a-niuk, (good food,) 
after it lies until it becomes putrid. They let all 
their fish and flesh become so putrid that the stench 
is intolerable to a white man before they think it 
fit to be eaten. They live mostly on fish and fish 
oil, whale blubber and whale oil. I have seen one 
of them drink a quart of whale oil at a draught, 
without ever taking the vessel containing it from 
his lips. A number of dead whales drift upon the 
coast hereabouts-whales that have been crippled 
or disabled by being driven against the rocks, as 
the surf beats more violently against the shore 
here than ~t any other part of the Pacific co~s.t. 
These Indians could never capture a whale ahve, 
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for they are a fat, squabby, sluggish, lubberly, 
lazy, filthy set of miserable creatures. Their 
filthy habits and indolent mode of life, undoubt­
edly contribute to their degradation ; they have 
no energy whatever, unless it be to dance around 
a dead sea lion, and, although elk and bear abound 
upon the neighboring hills, they are too trifling 
and lazy to chase them. 

Continuing our journey northward, along the 
coast, we arrive next at CAPE LOOKOUT, in north 
latitude 45° 20'. In going along the beach trail to 
TILLAMOOK, you cross a very high, rugged, moun­
tain side, very dangerous and hazardous to pack 
trains-especially just opposite the Cape, as, at 
that point, rocks jut boldly out on the steep moun­
tain side, so that it is with the greatest difficulty 
that mules can pass at all ; an animal losing his 
foothold here would have a clear fall of three 
hundred feet. 

In north latitude 45° 34', lies the BAY OF TILLA-
1\IOOK. It has a safe entrance and harbor for small 
vessels, and the bay is navigable a distance of twen­
ty miles. In 1856, there was a settlement here of 
about thirty-seven families, who have a good pack 
trail east to the head of Yamhill river, by which 
route they reach the Willamette Y alley. The 
settlers own a schooner, which does a coasting 
trade to Portland and San Francisco. l\Ir. SMITH, 
of Tillamook, deserves great credit for his perse­
verance and energy in exploring and opening trails 
to and from Tillamook; and the citizens are greatly 
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indebted to him for the many sacrifices he has 
made in bringing that valuable, but secluded place 
into notice. There is some beautiful farmino· land 
in the valley and around the bay, compri~ng a 
boundary of from eight to ten townships of as 
Leautiful farming and grazing country as Oregon 
affords. There is about one township of tide land, 
that affords the very best of pasturage. The fish­
eries of Tillamook are surpassed by but few in 
Oregon. .A county has been laid off, called Tilla­
mook, and at no distant day this will be a place 
of considerable note. The following l~tter, con­
tributed to one of the Oregon papers, will be read 
with interest: 

" Since my return from Tillamook, some weeks ago, I 
find many anxious inquirers concerning the route to the 
coast, the settlements, soil and produce. 

"The route from Grand Ronde to Tillamook, is a trail 
barely practicable. It is the intention to finish the wagon 
road as soon as convenient which will make the traveling 
distance from Salem to Tillamook, with wagons, two and a 
half days ; and as good a road can. be made as from Salem 
to Portland. I think the day is not far distant, when our 
mails will come through the Tillamook route for all post 
offices above Dayton, as it is the nearest and most practical 
route as soon as the road shall be opened : for there are 
no large streams to be crossed, ~nd there "'.ill be no 
washing away of bridges, or freezmg up of rivers, &c. 
There will be the advantao-e also of a safe harbor for 
vessels to come in and go o~t, at any time, or with any 
wind the entrance beino- good. I learn from l\Ir. J. P. 
Morgenson, a ship-build~r residing near the bay, that at 
low tide, he measured seventeen feet water on the bar. 

'' The country is not quite as. large as. I expe?te?, 
though it lies better, and has certamly the rwbest s01l m 
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Oregon. I saw better specimens of potatoes, oats and 
fruit trees, in the month of July, than we had in the 
Willamette Valley. Other products of the farm were 
about the same. 

'' This year, the settlers will raise a surplus. They 
seem to be on the progressive list. I saw the machinery 
for a saw-mill belonging to· a )Ir. Thomas, and a grist­
mill to Mr. Trask, both enterprising men, who will in a 
short time have them in running order. 

"They have a school in the neighborhood, and tem­
perance prevails throughout the settlements ; and for 
aught I see, the farmers live as well and have things as 
convenient as those in this Valley. Fatter cattle and 
better butter I never saw; the last named bringing three 
and four cents per lb. more than this Y alley butter, in the 
Portland ·market. They build their own vessels and do 
their own shipping. 

'' What few Indians there are, seem to be desirous 
that the whites should come in and settle the remaining 
vacant prairie claims and be neighborly-the whites to 
farm and the Indians to fish. There is an abundance 
both of shell and scale fish all the year round ; so that 
potatoes and fish are at par. The Indians have but little 
trade other than fish and feathers, and seem to be exceed­
ingly harmless. 

" A word about fern and rain. Some seem to think 
that it rains all the time in Tillamook, and that the fern 
is a great drawback ; but they are mistaken. The fern is 
ea_sily killed by plowing, ( of which I was an eye-witness,) 
and it will not stand tramping. 

"You will see from the followinO' statement, that we 
have had more rainy days in the la~ three months, than 
they have had on the other side of the Coast :Mountains. 
The rainy days are for 

Salem, in May, 8; June, 13; July, 5; Total, 26 
Tillamook, " 6; '' 12; " 4; ~2 

Difference, 4 

" They have frequent morning fogs which rise a little 
after the sun and pass away. 



COASTS AND HARBORS. 77 

" Th~ fog and the enormous size of the wild craL-apple 
trees,. with other tree~, shrubs and plants, make . the im­
pression, t?at the frm~ busi?ess will be profitable there. 
~r. Cl.ark_ s orchard bids fan·. for a large crop next year. 
The soil, timber, water and climate are excellent, and if I 
had no home, I know of no place I would sooner go to 
make a new :-tart than Tillamook. U:-:cLE ToM. 

" August 10, 1856." 

The following spicy paragraphs we clip from an 
editorial account of a pleasure trip to Tillamook, 
written by T. J. DRYER, Esq., of the Portland 
Oregonian: 

'' TRIP TO TrLLAMOOK.-On Monday of last week, we 
cut loose from the toils and cares of our ' vocation,' and 
took passage on that old favorite steamer i1Iultnomah, 
under command of Capt. Hoyt, for some indefinite place 
called Tillamook. We reached Astoria early in the 
evening of the same day. As usual we found that an 
' Oregon mist' prevailed there, which lasted during the 
next day. On ·Wednesday morning old ' Sol' ventured 
to show his bead through the mist, whereupon we took 
passage in a low, lank, piratical looking craft, under 
command of Capt. Tom Goodwin, celebrated. for being 
fond of sport and good living, as bis dimensions will 
testify. After a long pull against wind. and tide, we 
reached Lexino-ton, which is situated some miles (more or 
less) up the ~elebrated river called Skipanon. After 
partakinf)' of a good and substantial dinner, we took 
horses a~d loaded with Minnie rifles, double-barreled 
guns, fishidg rods, game bags, &c., &c.'. all arrived at 

- Lattie's ranch near to what is known as Tillamook heads, 
just before dark. Immediately after. dismounting, we 
strung a fly, walked down to a small ri~er som~ few r.ods 
off, and hauled in a salmon trout which weighed JUSt 
fifteen lbs. This being a ' fish story,' none but those who 
choose arc requested to believo it. 
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"The next morning at an early hour, some of our 
party proceeded to the sea beach, ( distant half-a-mile,) 
some with fishing tackle, to the river, ( which having no 
name, we christ~n 'Lattie's river,') and commenced 
operations. Clams, mountain trout, &c., came in great 
abundance by breakfast time We are no great apologists 
for gluttony, but the way Messrs. Ladd, Callender, 
Goodwin and others, stowed away the product of the 
morning's work, ought to have alarmed the finny tribe as 
well as all sorts of shell-fish on the Pacific coast. 

" After a short time we started, accompanied by l\Ir. 
Lattie for the mountains, in search of elk, bear, or othP.r 
game. Soon after reaching the highlands of what is called 
' Tillamook heads,' we discovered abundant signs of elk, 
bear, &c. The rain somewhat took the starch out of our 
ambition, and cooled our over-heated anxiety to become a 
'Nimrod' of the first magnitude. Suffice it to say, we 
returned late in the evening, where we found our com­
panions all eager to bring in the game. ~Ir. Ladd, in his 
peregrinations along the coast, discovered a large sea lion 
which, Jonah-like, had been cast upon dry land; the 
animal would weigh about 1,200 or 1,500 lbs., and was 
regarded by the Indians ( a small band of whom live in 
the neighborhood,) as a favorable omen of a full stomach 
for some time. 

" The next day it was reported that a whale bad come 
ashore some eight miles north of the heads. Our whole 
party immediately saddled up and started to pay their 
~eseects to his whaleship. Upon arriving at the place 
md1cated, we found a small whale of the fin-back species 
which measured forty-five feet in length stranded upon the 
sand beach, and surrounded by all the Indians in that 
region-some twenty-five in number. The Indians ap­
peared. in high glee, and seemed to enjoy the excitement 
of cuttmg off the blubber, while standing in the rolling 
surf up to their waists ; occasionally the surf would roll in 
and completely cover both Indians and whale for a minute 
or more, when they would emero-e from the foamin()' surf, 
shake their locks, and with knife and hatchet pitch ieto 
the work of severing large pieces from the carcass. These 
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Indians seemed to respect the ri()"hts of all to whatever 
portion each could obtain. l\Ien~ women and children 
were all equally anxious to become the owners of a large 
share of the blubber, which, as fast as it could be severed 
from the carcass, was dragged upon the beach above high 
water mark, and deposited in separate piles. \Ye learned 
afterward that about one hundred and fifty gallons of oil, 
taken from this small whale, had, within three days after­
ward, been brought to Astoria, and sold at one dollar per 
gallon. 

'' After spending another day in the mountains, we set 
out for home, via Astoria. At Lexington we again took 
a boat, and under the command of Capt. Tom, who had 
the reputation of being a skillful sailor, set out for Astoria 
with a ten-knot breeze. Upon arriving abreast of the 
the town, our commander, for the purpose we suppose of 
exhibiting his skill, attempted to gibe ship with all sails 
set, that he might convince the daughters of mother Eve, 
whose admiring glances ·were peering from the windows, 
that he could capsize a boat in the most graceful manner 
imaginable. The result was demonstrated to the entire 
satisfaction of all, that our friend, Capt. Tom, is as 
scientific in upsetting as he is in sailing. Aft~r indulging 
in the luxury of a cold bath, we were all picked up by 
boats from the shore, which was the most satisfactory 
incident connected with the whole trip. If we were to 
say that we killed an elk, it might be thought we were 
tellin()" a marvelous huntinO' story. Suffice it to say, we 
brought a portion of. on~ home, which several of our 
friends have after testmO' the flavor of elk steaks and elk 

1 
O , lfi d" roasts, pronounced superior to any amma oo . 

""\Ye next arrive at the mouth of the Columbia 
river. It is in north latitude 46° 15', according 
to the survey of l\Ir. EVANS, and longitude 124° 
west. So much has been said of this point, by 
different writers, that I deem it unnecessary to 
make my remarks very extended. It is one of the 
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most dangerous places of ·entry, for vessels, on 
the Pacific coast, and scarcely a winter passes 
that there are not one or more shipwrecks on 
Columbia bar. Immediately south of the mouth 
is a level, sandy beach, for a distance of 
fifteen miles, called the CLATSOP PLAINS, which 
gives the wind from the ocean an undisturbed 
force, and in addition to that difficulty, the bars, 
and bed of the river near the mouth, are a body of 
drifting sand, causing the channel to change often. 
When the channel is found by the pilot, it is a 
circuitous route; and often, when a vessel is 
coming over the bar, under a full head of wind, 
the wind will suddenly cease, the vessel become 
becalmed, and the strong current of the Columbia 
will cause the vessel to drift seaward, often 
stranding upon the shoal bars, where the surf 
soon causes it to go to pieces. No appropriation 
could be made by Congress of greater value to 
Oregon than to furnish a good. tug boat to assist 
ships over the bar. I have known ships to lie 
out in the ocean, outside the bar, for forty days, 
awaiting a favorable wind to cross. CAPE DrsAP­
POIXT11rnn is on the north side of the Columbia;. 
in 1841, the channel passed near the cape, on the 
north side. of the river ; it is, at this time, on the 
south side of the river, five miles south of the 
former channel. 

Next comes S!walwater Bay. the entrance to 
which is. fifteen miles north of the Columbia. 
The entrance is good-the water deep-but, 



COASTS AND HARBORS. 81 

owing to the low, sandy and swampy land around, 
there is but little protection for vessels,-there­
fore, it is not considered a good harbor. This is 
a beautiful little bay, about thirty miles in length, 
from north to south, and from six to eight miles 
wide. Whelappa river enters this bay from the 
east side. There is some beautiful farming land 
on this river, and along the east side of the bay. 
Shoalwater Bay is the great oyster bay of the 
Pacific coast ; it affords an abundance of excellent 
oysters, and supplies San Francisco with this 
luxury. When the oysters were first discovered, 
they were embedded together in solid masses, in 
layers of two and three feet in thickness, and 
were thought to be of little use, as they were 
small and misshapen, but during the last five 
years they have been torn asunder and transplant­
ed, and prove to be an excellent oyster. 

,re next come to Gray's Harbor, in latitude 
4 7°, at the mouth of Chehalis river-or, as the 
stream is commonly called, Chickalis river. The 
entrance is easy-the water being deep and the 
winds generally fair. The channel is two miles in 
length. The bay is nine miles long and three 
miles wide, and the land bordering upon it is 
generally low. The Chickalis river affords but a 
small amount of tillable land, for a 1frcr as 
large as it is-being one hundred and thirty 
miles in length. The Newaukum and Skookum 
creeks are its principal tributaries; on the first 
'lamed stream, near its head waters, there is a 
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Missionary Station. The Chickalis river heads 
in the Cascade :Mountains, and runs due west. 

From this to the Straits of Juan de Puca, there 
is nothing worthy of notice. This embraces a 
coast line of ninety miles. These straits are 
situated in north latitude 48° 30', and constitute 
the northern boundary of the United States on 
the Pacific coast. The Straits of Juan de Fuca 
form the entrance to the Puget Sound country. 
They are from eight to twelve miles wide for a 
distance of eighty miles, when they begin to 
expand, both north and south, and ramify into 
scores of inlets, bays, &c., a full description of 
which would be a useless task to undertake. 

By turning south, as you sail, and passing 
through Admiralty Inlet, a distance of ninety 
miles, you arrive at Puget Sound. FORTS :K1s­
QUALLY and OLYMPIA are situated on the extreme 
south end of the Sound. 

Puget Sound, Hood's Canal, and all their bays, 
inlets, and channels, cover a large scope of 
country. It is an astonishing fact, that in nearly 
all the inlets, throughout this whole region of 
country, the channel is deep enough to permit the 
passage of the largest sized ships-a seventy-four 
gun ship can sail with safety through all the 
narrow channels, and anchor, or cable to the 
beach, so that a walk-board is sufficient to convey 
passengers from shore to ship. 

The greatest fisheries in the United States are 
here-which will make it a place of great im-
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portance, and prove a source of untold wealth. 
Cranberries grow on some of the low lands, and 
vast quantities of them are now shipped to Port­
land and San Francisco. 

The quantity and quality of the fish are almost 
beyond description, or calculation. The salmon 
are very numerous ; there are two varieties of 
the salmon in these waters-one, the common 
salmon, esteemed the best-the other, the hook­
billed salmon, often caught in eddy water, which 
have neither the beauty, shape nor delicacy of 
flavor of the COID:mon salmon. This fish is often 
the only food for the Indians during the winter 
months ; they are caught, dried, and smoked in 
their tents, and then laid away for winter use. 
Large quantities are salted and sent to San 
Francisco, the Sandwich Islands, and other 
markets in the Pacific. The greatest difficulty 
attending these fisheries has hitherto been in pro­
curing salt sufficiently free from foreign sub­
stances ; but this has, of late, been obviated by 
the introduction of salt recently discovered in 
Southern California, which is said to be the purest 
article in the United States, and can be sold much 
lower, on the Pacific coast, than any other. 

Oysters, of the finest quality, have been found 
at San Juan Island, and near Olympia, in Puget 
Sound. The " quahog," and other varieties of 
clam are found in great quantities, in most of the 
bays and inlets of these waters. 

About the shores of Vancouver Island a great 
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variety of fish are caught. Among them are the 
halibut, cod, salmon, rock fish, and a small fish 
resembling the sardines of Europe ; the latter are 
caught in large quantities, and I am satisfied that, 
if prepared in the same manner, they would not 
be inferior in delicacy and flavor to the sardine in 
common use. The Indians catch a great many 
dog-fish, for the sake of the oil ; also, a small 
species of shark, resembling the gar of the 
Atlantic; and a variety of excellent fish almost 
unknown in other waters. 

The country around Puget Sound-or Olympia, 
the seat of government of ,Yashington Territory­
is suitable both for farming and grazing. As I 
shall have occasion more particularly to describe 
this portion of country in a forthcoming volume 
on the ,var, I shall pass over any detailed 
account of it here. · 

VANCOUVER ISLAND lies north of the Straits of 
Juan de Fuca, and is British territory. The 
boundary formerly claimed by the United States 
was on the line of north latitude 54° 40', but diffi­
culties having arisen between the United States 
and England with regard to the boundaries, a 
compromise, by treaty, was effected during JAl\IES 
K. PoLK's administration, by continuing west on 
latitude 49° until it strikes the center of the 
channel forming Y anco11Yer Island, thence bearing 
south-east, along the center of said channel, taking 
the circuitous route of the Straits of Juan de 
Fuca to the Pacific, giving to England a strip of 
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about ninety-five miles in length and from thirty 
to forty-five miles in width, of the most fertile 
land and best fisheries of the Pacific coast. 

Y ancouver Island is inhabited by numerous 
bands of troublesome Indians. The island can 
put ten thousand warriors into the field at anv 
moment, and these Indians will be, for many 
years, a source of annoyance to the people of 
,Y ashington Territory. 

There are several small rivers running into the 
bay at different points around the Sound-making 
it an easy matter for vessels fitting out for sea to 
procure water. The whole Puget Sound country 
is surrounded by high mountains-the Coast 
Range lying between the Sound and the sea coast, 
and the Cascade and Wind River :Mountains on the 
east and south. There is but one wagon road 
leading out from the Sound country-the emigrant 
trail, through the N"atches Pass, to old FORT 

WALLA-,YALLA, ·which is barely passable for wag-
0115, although it has been constructed at great ex­
pense and labor. From Portland, Oregon, or Fort 
Vancouver, on the Columbia, there is no wagon 
road. The only mode of conveyance from Oregon 
to Puget Sound is down the ColumLia, up the coast 
and through the straits; or down the Columbia 
from Portland, a distance of thirty miles, to the 
mouth of the Cowlitz river, taking a skiff or canoe 
and rowing up thi~ rapid stream a distance of forty 
miles to the COWLITZ F,uors, and then taking it on 
foot or on horseback the balance of the journey, 
sixty miles, to Olympia. 
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The Cowlz'.tz is a beautiful stream, of considera­
ble size, but the rough mountainous country through 
which it passes, and the many rocks and shoals 
with which its bosom is studded, make it out of the 
question to think of rendering it navigable for 
vessels. It rises in the Cascade Mountains. Go­
bars river is one of its tributaries ; it rises in the 
Cascade :Mountains, at the base of )It. St. Helens, 
( a conical, snow-clad peak.) There are two 
prongs' to Gobars river, one heading on the north­
east side of )It. St. Helens, and the other on the 
south-east-each running around the base of the 
mount, forming a junction on the west side. Two 
other streams-the Kalmna and the Catapoodle­
rise near the same place, and run a south-west 
course to the Columbia, emptying into that stream 
a short distance above the mouth of the Cowlitz. 

X. 

WE will now speak of the Eastern and Middle 
Portions of Oregon. Immediately east of the Cas­
cade Mountains lies what is termed the " Middle 
Section." That portion of this section through 
which the Columbia river passes is volcanic and 
barren, with the exception of some valleys-these, 
however, are comparatively few and small in pro­
portion to the vast extent of country that lies 
within these boundaries. In the neighborhood of 
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the Dctlles, there is some fine farming and grazing 
land. Between the Cascades and the Dalles, a· 
distance of forty miles, the river runs nearly a west 
course, with but little current, and its banks are 
formed of almost perpendicular rocks, much like 
the walls of a crater ; the passage up is easy ; 
there are now two steamboats and various sail ves­
sels running between the two points.* The rocks 
appear to be basalt ; they are two hundred feet 
and upward in height, and in some places, where 
the current has beat upon an overhanging precipice, 
the wall has given away, and you observe a beau­
tiful layer of granite suitable for building purposes 
lying in a solid body hundreds of feet under its 
basaltic covering; at other places you will see, in 
place of granite, a kind of conglomerate. The 
sand, along the shores of the Columbia, about the 
Dalles, is loose, and drifts easily into hills, so that 
new hills sometimes form in a day that will meas­
ure from ten to twenty feet high. 

A.t the Dalles, the river is compressed into a 
narrow channel, not more than two hundred and 
seventy-five feet wide, about half a mile long, with 
high basaltic walls of rock on either side. In the 

* The writer can testify that these steamers are commanded 
by noble and generous hearted men. Capt. ~[cFARLAX~, of the 
ll'asco, will long be remembered by the Volunteers for Im many 

noble and generous arts for their comfort, when they were re­
turning, fatigued, hungry and worn down with hardships, from. a 
long winter campaign. The same remarks are due to Captarn 

BRADFORD, of the Jlary. 
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distance of two miles, the river descends some 
forty feet. ·when a freshet occurs, there is a rise 
here of sixty feet. The Dalles Fort is situated 
just below these straits, on the site of the old Metho­
<list Mission. This Mission was established at an 
earlj day, and bid fair to be useful, as the natives 
appeared anxious to be instructed; but it was 
abandoned by the Methodists at the death of \Ymr-
1\L\.~, and a Roman Catholic l\Iission was started 
just below, and is at this time under the charge of 
a Jesuit priest. A. contention has arisen as to who 
are the proper owners of the mil. The law 
having donated one section to a ~ission, the Metho­
dists claim that the title is still vested in them­
they left their claim during hostilities, which they 
do not consider a forfeiture of their rights. .As it 
is already a place of note, and is to be the depot 
for the whole of Upper Oregon and Washington 
Territories, it is matter of some importance. 

The country for a distance of twelve miles, on 
the north of the river, is level; a portion of it is 
sandy, but as you approach the high, bare buttes, 
the soil has a richer appearance. Twelrn miles 
back, there rises a high, bare mountain, to an ele­
vation of two thousand feet, covered ·with excel­
lent grass and clover. Passing over this mountain 
you come to the Clicketat Valley, from ten to thir­
ty miles wide and forty miles in length, of excel­
lent farming country. North of this valley are 
Leautiful sloping ridges, covered with excellent 
yellow pine timber ; and the Clicketat affords good 
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water power, and fine mill pfr,ilcge~. There iB a 
quantity of auriferous quartz to be seen ·here, and 
gold has been found near the Dalles . 

.At the Dalles, the high, perpendicular banks 
again set in, and continue for thirty or forty miles 
up the river ; they then become low, and are com­
posed of sand and lava ( or ashes) and are desti­
tute of vegetation, with the exception of some sage 
brush. 

No stream of any importance enters the Colum­
bia on the north side from the Cascades to the 
-Walla-Walla, a distance of one hundred and sev­
enty-five miles, except two small rivers that empty 
below the Dalles-the White Salmon and the 
Clicketat. 

The Des Chutes enters the Columbia from the 
south, twenty miles above the Dalles. The hills 
bordering this river afford good pasturage of grass 
and clover-the latter resembling the best red 
clover of the States, and equally as much sought 
after by cattle and horses. There is some good 
farming land on this river and its tributaries ; but 
it is more valuable for the great facilities it offers 
for grazing purposes. 

John Day's river enters the Columbia thirty 
miles above the Dalles; it affords some good graz­
ing country, but very little farming land. 

The Uinatilla, ·walla- TValla, and Nill creek 
may all be mentioned together, as being similar in 
appearance, and as affording some excellent farm­
ing land, and high, dry, healthy locations. Very 
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little rain falls here during the ·winter, but there 
is sufficient during the spring and autumn for 
all farming purposes, with occasional light show­
ers during the summer. Pasturage, in this part of 
Oregon, is most luxuriant. The Indians inhabiting 
this section are generally wealthy-their wealth 
consisting in horses and cattle. Thousands of 
horses have roamed over these prairies for years, 
and there is no appearance of the pasturage dimin­
ishing in the least. I have, in a former place, 
mentioned the fact that the dry grass of Oregon 
contains a great amount of nutriment ; but occa­
sionally fire runs over the plains, and when such 
an event occurs, the horses and herds ha"'Ve, of ne­
cessity, to be moved to some other locality, or they 
would all perish. 

I consider this the most desirable portion of 
Oregon. To ascend the Columbia this far, however, 
it is necessary to make two short land transporta­
tions. From the mouth of the Walla-Walla, we 
ascend the main branch of the Columbia ( Clark's 
Fork,) through the Territory of Washington. In 
speaking of the Coast and the Puget Sound country, 
as well as, indeed, all the left bank of Columbia 
river, below this point, I have made use of the 
general term-" Oregon" -even when describing 
Washington Territory, and shall therefore continue 
to speak of the two territories in common, as com­
prising what is generally understood to be the 
'' Oregon country." 

The Yakima river rises in the Cascade Moun-
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tains, runs an easterly course for the distance of 
one hundred and fifty miles, and empties into the 
Columbia, on the west side, forty miles above Walla­
W alla. Near its mouth the country is mountain­
ous, with volcanic appearance ; but as you ascend 
the river, the valleys become more level, and the 
land richer-affording some good farming country. 
Timber is scarce until you reach the head waters. 
Near the Columbia, the hills are covered with ba­
saltic rock; and the low lands with alkali water. 

The banks of the Columbia, between the "\Y alla­
W alla and Okanegan, continue high ; and the 
river contains three principal rapids-Priest 
Rapids, Buckland's Rapids and Ross' Rapids, 
but th_ey are not such as to obstruct the navigation 
of the river for barges or keel-boats. The river 
has many bends, as it passes through the mountain 

country. 
The next point of note we reach, is FORT 

CoL VILLE, a distance of two hundred and fifty 
miles from Walla-Walla. The intervening country, 
throughout the entire route of the trail at present 
traveled, and as far as known, is a barren waste, 
destitute of timber; and travelers are obliged to 
select locations in order to secure a sufficiency of 
grass for their animals. Thirty miles belo~ 
Fort Colville, there is a low, flat country, abound­
ing in lakes, around the margins of whic~ there is 
some good farming land. Located here 1s a small 
settlement of French, who raise wheat and 
potatoes enough for their own consumption, and a 
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surplus which they dispose of to miners and 
travelers. They own a small mill where they 
manufacture unbolted flour. These French are 
mostly married to Indian women~ had this not 
been the case, they would hardly have been per­
mitted to reside in the country so long. 

In the spring of 1855, gold was discovered, to a 
considerable extent, on Pen d' Oreille river, near 
Fort Colville; and these mines will, undoubtedly, 
prove valuable. Owing to the hostility of the 
Indians, however, the mines ha;rn not yet been 
worked to any great extent. 

Fort Col ville is near the. boundary line between 
the United States and the territory presided over 
by her Britannic Majesty. The country adjoining 
this section, in the British Possessions, is remark­
able and interesting.· It is an elevated region­
lying some three thousand feet above the level of 
the sea; and in traveli.ng over it you see a suc­
cession of lakes-some of them thirty miles in 
length, a great portion of the country a barren 
region, with only here and there a beautiful grove 
of fir, pine, or cedar timber. Fraser's rirer is a 
very singular stream, and of considerable size ; it 
enters the bay on the north side of Vancouver 
Island, about north latitude 50°, near the Gulf of 
Georgia. But as this stream, and. the country 
through which it flows, do not belong to the 
United States, we will omit any further remarks. 

We will now look at the Soutlt Fork of Colum­
bia, more commonly known as Lewis' Fork, and 
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still niore familiarly, above the mouth of Salmon 
ricer, as Snalce river. It rises east of FouT 
HALL, near the THREE TITONS. 

Fort Hall is situated on this stream. Korth­
ward of Fort Hall, and ·west of the Three Titons, 
are other three buttes, known to geographers as 
the "THREE Berms," but often confounded with 
the former group. Korth of these mountains, 
there is a riYcr of considerable size, which runs 
west a distance of one hundred miles, and forms 
a lake near the Buttes, which is surrounded by a 
high, hilly country, and which has no Yisible 

outlet. 
But few buffalo are found west of this point­

the surroundings of Fort Hall-although they haYe 
been traced in scattering numbers as far ·west as 

FORT BOISE. 
"\\ye shall pass over the country intervening be-

tween Port Hall and Fort Boise ·with the remark 
that it is generally a poor, barren, sterile, burnt­
up region, showing nothing but cinders, burnt 

clay, and strata of lava. 
· The Amack Indians inhabit the country south 

·of Fort Boi~e, and the Shoshones, or Snakes, tho 
north side of the river. The former are sociable 
and friendly-the latter treacherous and bar­
barous · the Snakes are the Indians that have 
commit~ed the many depredations upon the 

emigrants in the vicinity of Fort Boise. 
From Fort Boise, the river runs almost a due 

north course for the distance of one hundred and 
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twenty miles, with the emigrant trail running a 
short distance from the stream, almost parallel 
with it. About sixty miles north-west of Fort 
Boise is Burnt river, where gold has been dis­
covered. The ground, in many places, is entirely 
covered with quartz, showing plainly that rich 
gold mines exist in this region, which will be dis­
covered as soon as the whites are permitted to 
prospect in the country. 

The celebrated " GR.A.ND Ro~o" is a beautiful 
valley, situated on the Grand Rand river. It is 
some sixty miles in diameter, surrounded with 
mountains varying in height from one hundred to 
one thousand feet, and covered with luxuriant 
grass, which extends far up upon most of the foot 
hills and mountains. This point is some one 
hundred and sixty miles from Fort Boise, and may 
well be termed a " desirable country." There 
are many points and coves which afford excellent 
timber, and no section of country is better sup­
plied with excellent water. The grazing for stock 
is excellent. The bunch grass, or wild wheat, is 
quite abundant, and affords nutritious pasturage ; 
it grows in large bunches, three feet high, much· 
resembles the cultivated wheat, and the head, or 
ear, is filled with a light, chaffy grain, but little 
better than common chess, or cheat. There is also 
an abundance of clover-red and white-equally 
as fine as the cultivated clover of the States, and 
having the same appearance and odor-which is 
much sought after by stock. In this valley there 
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is also found a small herb, a species of lucrean, 
which has a yellow blossom, and a rough leaf, 
resembling the common plantain. 

There are several smaller valleys, on other 
streams, that will, at some period, afford good 
settlements. 

We now cross the SMOKY MOUNTAIN, and arrive 
in the Walla-Walla Valley. Here also we find 
the Umatilla and many other valleys, making this 
a very desirable portion oi Oregon. 

I could go on to a considerable extent, with 
description of many curious works of nature in 
the Middle and Eastern portions of Oregon, but 
they have been so often described by others that I 
consider it useless for me to undertake the task. 

Before leaving the description of the country, 
and entering upon that of the In"dian tribes 
inhabiting it, it will not be trespassing, perhaps, 
upon the patience of the reader, to venture a few 
remarks and speculations upon the climate of 
Oregon. 

XI. 

THE mildness of the climate on the Pacific ap­
pears to be a mystery as yet unexplained. I have 
been much on the beach-along the coast-and 
over the mountains, and have paid particular atten­
tion to the course of the winds, so much, indeed, as 
to k~ep a daily record of the weather and course 
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of the winds during the whole of the year 1855. 
My observations haYe led me to form a theory 
upon which I account for the mild and uniform 
climate that prevails there. 

The course of the Cascade and Rocky Mountains 
is south-west and north-east. The Cascade range 
of Mountains intersects the coast near Prince 
William Sound, in Lat. 60°; thence it takes a 
south-west course, and again intersects the coast 
at San Diego, in Lat. 33°-the Rocky Mountains 
lying still further east, and bearing the same gen­
eral direction. Both these mountain ranges reach 
an enormous elevation, varying from 10,000 to 
18,000 feet in height. 

California, Oregon and Washington lie entirely 
west of the Rocky Mountains proper, and a large 
portion of this extensive territory lies west, also, 
of the Cascade Range, and the Sierra N evadas, 
which, in fact, are a continuation of the former. 
From Prince William Sound, southwardly, as far 
as the mouth of Rogue river, the coast assumes a 
concave shape; an air line connecting the two 
points would traverse twenty degrees of longitude. 

The Polar Sea, with its immense ice fields and 
icebergs, lies north-east of the point where the 
" Cascades" strike the· coast, in Lat. 60°, and the 
winds, as they rush southwardly, strike on the 
eastern slopes of the mountains, which act as a 
shield, or protection, to the coasts, and the country 
lying west of the Cascade Range, from the northern 
blasts. On the other hand, the south winds strike 
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upon the western slope of the mountains, which 
act as a conductor to lead the wind northward, 
causing it to sweep along the coast and through 
the valleys, in a pleasant breeze, uniform and gen­
erally warm, both summer and winter-not sub­
ject to those sudden changes so common east of the 
mountains, in the same latitude, as what little cold 
wind passes over the tops of the mountains passes 
so high that a gentle, even current of air is experi­
enced in the valley. In ascending the mountains 
in the winter, the snow increases in proportion to 
the elevation. 

A Table showing the Course of the Winds and the 
Condi'tion of the Weather for 1855. 

MONTHS. I 

I· 1 · 1 I I!>'.> ' I i~ ~ I . •;> ..--: 

I. ti>~ s ~ ~'~1~ ~ ~1~1; \ ~ o ' o ~ ..... .S .S .::: .::: .::: 1 ·= .S ;..­
. ~ ~ ~ 51~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

January-.-.-.. -.1· ~ -; ~ I 5 
February . . . . 5 5 .. 18 14 
March . . . . . . 3 4 · 2 22 15 
April . . . . . . . . 4 5 ' .. 21 6 
May . . . . . . . . 6 I .. 24 
June......... I .. 1

1 
•• '29 

July ............ j .. 31 
August ...... : · · I · • 1 · · ~l I .. 
September .... 1 4 · .. 

1

. • -61. · 
October ..... · I 4 5 . . 22 , • 
November ... 

1 

2 4 . . 24 , · 
December . . . . 6 3 . . . 22 . , 

_1_ - - -;-1-
24 2 ...... · · · · • · 

5 i .. .. .. 2 
9 2 •. ::,::1 .. 2 2 

11 . . . . 9 4 
"'1••"",1 •. 24 
1 .... · 1' 29 .. 

.• I .. 31 .. 
. . . . . ...• : .. 31 . . . , 
4 I • ! 126 .. ! • • 

: : ~ : J : : I ::! ;: I : : i : : 
9 •• I .. i • • • • I 22, · · 1 • • 

From the foregoing observations it will be seen 
that when the weather is clear, the course of the 
wind is from the west, or sea coast. The sea 
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breeze regularly rises between the hours of 10 
o'clock and 2 o'clock, each day, making the latter 
part of the day very pleasant, whilst the warmest 
p~rtion of the twenty-four hours, during the sum­
mer, is about 10 o'clock, .A. M. 

These observations were taken between the Cas­
cade Mountains and the coast. Middle Oregon, 
or that portion of country lying between the "Cas­
cades" and the Rocky Mountains, has a very dif­
ferent climate-the air being generally clear, pure, 
and rare, but little rain falling during the winter, 
but more snow. The winters are several degrees 
colder, owing, undoubtedly, to the altitude of this 
region, which is much more elevated than the Wil­
lamette Valley. 

I may here remark, en passant, that no medicine 
in the world can compare with the pure air of 
Middle Oregon in effecting a cure of that terrible 
disease, pulmonary consumption. 

In closing these remarks respecting the climate 
of the Pacific slope, I will mention a somewhat 
remarkable meteorological fact, which is not gener­
ally known, outside of Oregon, from the fact that 
no writer with whose letters I am acquainted, has 
mentioned it. It is this: No thunder is ever 
heard west of the Rocky Mountains. 
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XII. 

A MINUTE description of all the various Tribes 
of Indians that inhabit the vast extent of country 
west of the Rocky Mountains, would be an ardu­
ous task, as they are very numerous-some very 
small, and others numbering thousands, while near­
ly all differ from each other in many of their cus­
toms, and between scarcely any two is the same 
language common. It appears almost unaccounta­
ble why tribes adjoining each other should retain 
their separate idioms, and yet such is the fact ; it 
is only to be accounted for by another fact fully as 
strange-that tribes which are not separated fifty 
miles have little or no intercourse with each other. 

THE COAST TRIBES all live principally, as I have 
before stated, on fish and fish oil. They are a 
lazy, stupid race of people-particularly those 
south of the Columbia, but are quite expert in 
their mode of fishing. They use a· great many 
oysters, clams, and muscles ; and, for their sus­
tenance in winter, dry a great many fish, acorns, 
berries, and various roots. 

As the salmon ascend all the streams in the 
months of May and June, for the purpose of 
spawning, these are considered the best fishing 
months and at such times the Indians all collect 

' upon the streams. The first salmon that run up 
and are caught are never sold to the whites, and 
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no price nor persuasion would induce these 
Indians to give or sell a salmon to a white man, 
for a period varying from ten to twenty days 
among different tribes, from the time of catching 
the first fish-owing to a superstitious notion that 
pervades them all, that the Great Spirit sends the 
salmon annually for the special use of the red 
man, and for his sustenance, and that they are not 
designed for the whites, who are to cultivate the 
earth for a support. If, then, they argue, they 
were to sell the fish upon their first appearance in 
the streams, it would be treating the goodness of 
the Great Spirit with contempt, in being wasteful, 
and making light of the offering. 

They seldom eat a salmon until several are 
caught, when the band in the vicinity are notified 
to assemble at the wigwam of the chief, where 
they all go through a ceremony called by them 
"Thanksgiving,"-by the whites, '' a Dance." 
Previous to the arrival of the band at the tent, a 
quantity of salmon is prepared into a kind of soup 
which is set·out in a large earthen pot, in which 
is placed a wooden ladle. The tribe then gather 
in a ring, around the pot ; two elderly squaws, at 
the head of the ring, commence walking around 
the pot, chanting a song, while all the members 
of the tribe present join in the procession. The 
medicine man, or conjurer, then walks up to the 
pot, takes out a spoonful of the soup, takes a sip, 
and lays the spoon back; the foremost squaw 
then follows his example, and is, in turn, imitated 
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by the whole procession-each individual taking 
a sip and continuing the march, without breaking 
the ring. The whole performance much resembles 
the " green corn dance" of the Cherokees, as 
practiced by them many years ago. This ceremony 
is kept up during the night,-the performances 
consisting in the beating of a kind of drum, 
clapping of- hands, singing of songs, the men 
throwing their bodies into various singular shapes, 
making use of extravagant gestures and contor­
tions, and occasionally uttering loud and frightful 
yells. This ceremony was designed for worship, 
but since the whites have become numerous among 
these Indians, the latter have introduced the 
music of the violin, with, occasionally, a few 
bottles of liquor, and their solemn religious 
festival, the " Salmon Feast," has degenerated 
into a scene of vulgar revelry, and is called the 
" Salmon Dance." The tribes that arc most 
particular in their observance of this ceremony 
are the TILL.A.l\IOOKS (or KILL.A.MOOKS) and the 
CHINOOKS. 

Often, when contemplating the tenacity with 
which these Indians cling to their ancient customs, 
their conservatism would forcibly remind me of 
the tribes of Israel. 

THE TILLAl\IOOKS inhabit a portion of country 
south of the Columbia, including the Clatsop 
Plains, extending as far down the coast as Cape 
Lookout, and east to the center of the Coast 
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Range. They are generally low in point of stature, 
and heavy set, with broad faces, and a tendency to 
corpulency ; have but little action, no energy to 
engage in the chase; are poor hunters; have hut 
little disposition to rove; and live principally on 
fish and drifted whales, although they gather a 
few berries and acorns, and dig some roots. They 
catch a large number of wild geese · and ducks ; 
eat the flesh and sell the feathers, now, to the 
whites. They catch these fowls by stratagem. 
They take an earthen pot, or a basket made for 
the purpose, and with the soft resin of the fir 
tree besmear it all over; they then cover it with 
feathers, giving it as near the appearance of a goose 
as they can. .A.n Indian puts this vessel upon his 
head, wades into the bay where the ducks and 
geese frequent, squats low in the water, and 
awaits the assemblage of the fowls. He then 
moves slowly along, with the pot upon his head, 
carefully peeping out under the pot to observe the 
movement of the fowls, and taking care to make 
no hasty movement that would cause suspicion. 
In this manner he stealthily approaches the flock; 
then, carefully reaching his hand out, under water, 
he gets the duck or goose by the foot, and, 
jerking it suddenly under the water, gives it no 
opportunity to struggle, or give the least alarm. 
The bird is held under until it is dead, when 
he lets go of it and it floats upon the surface, and 
the Indian continues drawing them under, one 
after another, until he gets his load, when he sets 
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out for his wigwam. During the dusk of the 
evening is the best time for this manceuvre. 

THE CHINOOKS.-The country of the CHINOOKS 
extends from the mouth of the Columbia to the 
Dalles, a distance of one hundred and ninety 
miles. They are short, and square-framed, with 
broad faces, flat noses, and eyes turned obliquely 
upward at the outer corners~ like those of the 
Chinese, while the resemblance is accidentally 
heightened by a conical cap which they wear, 
similar to the Chinese cap ; it is generally made 
from the bark of the root of the hemlock, which 
they plait or weave very skillfully, so closely that 
it will hold water, immediately after being made 
without being besmeared with resin. Probably 
this cap was adopted to protect the head from the 
heavy and frequent rains occurring on that coast 
during the winter. The CHINOOKS are not as 
ingenious a people as the natives further north ; 
but have much more ingenuity than those living 
further south, which is manifested in the construc­
tion of canoes, and other water crafts ; L1 that 
particular, they arc very ~killful, and make wry 
neat boat~, often carving the representation of 
any animal they wi~h on the bow, which always 
turns up very high, and ·which they sometimes 
ornament with a car,fog representing some in­
dividual-and "do it so completely, too, that you 
can almost point out the person it ,yas designed 
to represent. Like their neighbors of the northern 
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coast, they deriYe their subsistence principally 
from the sea and river, and are averse to wandering 
upon land ; but they are good naYigators in their 
own crafts, which are small, but, owing to their 
lightness and the manner in which they are built, 
will outride very rough seas. They seldom make 
any hunting excursions, although their country 
abounded with elk and deer, on the banks of the 
rivers, before the settlement of the whites. 

This was the most densely populated part of 
Oregon, in the year 1804, when LEWIS and CLARK 
visited that part of the coast, and so continued 
until the year 1833, when the ague and fever 
broke out and carried off four-fifths of the popula­
tion in a single summer. This disease was 
unknown, previously, west of the Rocky Moun­
tains. But, during that fatal summer, whole 
villages were swept away, leaving not a single 
inhabitant. The living could not bury the dead, 
and the traders of the Hudson Bay Company 
were compelled· to undertake the task, in order 
to prevent another pestilence from completing the 
desolation of the country. The region below the 
Cascade Falls suffered most severely from this 
dreadful calamity-as far as tide water ascended; 
above that the disease was less fatal. A. circum­
stance worthy of notice, in this connection, is the 
fact that the traders-French, American, and 
English-were not afflicted with the disease. 
The population which, before this pestilence, was 
estimated at ten thousand, does not now exceed 
five hundred. 
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This ~ribe and the TILLAl\IOOKS have the beastly 
habit-or, rather, let us call it, the brutal custom­
of compressing the heads of their children, making 
the forehead retreat, and causing that portion of 
the head where phrenologists locate the reasoning 
and moral faculties, to present the appearance of 
an inclined plane. To accomplish this, when the 
infant is ten days old it is strapped tightly with 
its back against a boaid ; a hole is cut in the top 
of the board and another board is then prepared 
with a hole near the end-the two are then tied 
tog~ther at the back or over the back part of the 
child's head, and the last board strapped down to 
the child· s body, being ma<le to press hard on the 
forehead, but giving the head room to expand 
upward and behind. With this pressure long con­
tinued-and it is seldom removed until the child 
is old enough to walk-the skull fin:illy acquires the 
shape which permits a straight line from the nose 
to strike the crown of the head. You may often 
see these boards, with babies attached, leaning up 
against a tree or bush, outside the tent during the 
day. These Indians appear to be very fond of 
their children ; and if one dies, they make great 
lamentation. 

These people seldom bury in the ground. · I 
witnessed one burying ground, on an island in the 
Columbia river a short distance below the 
Cascades. This' island is mostly a solid rock, with 
sand banks surrounding it. Scaffolds are raised 
about six feet high, and the corpses, having been 
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robed in deer or elk skins, or cased in mats made 
of rushes, are placed upon them. Some of the 
tribe assemble at the burial ground, yearly, and 
when the body decays and the bones drop asunder, 
the skull is taken up and carefully placed in a 
drcular ring around a pole with a cross on it, the 
face turned inward, in the direction of the pole. 
Perhaps, if I should set the number of skulls I saw 
on this island at one thousand, it would not be 
exaggeration-although the stench was so intoler­
able that my stay amongst them was short. 

THE CLIC'KETATS inhabit that portion of country 
on the north side of the Columbia, east of the 
Cascade Mountains, around Mounts Ranier and 
St. Helens. They have but a small territory, and 
liYe mostly by hunting and salmon fishing-as the 
salmon ascend their 1-i"rnrs in ::\Iay and June, and 
their country being mountainous, affords them 
abundance of deer and black bear. They are 
excellent hunters, and fond of. the chase. In 
stature they resemble the CmxooKs-they are 
rather small men, mostly weighing not more than 
1-±0 lbs., slender, lean, active, bold and venture­
some. They own horses and are very expert 
riders. In dress and appearance they are more 
neat than their neighboring tribes ; when they use 
buckskin for clothing, it is dressed, and made up 
in unusually neat style. In time of war they are 
very daring, as was proven in 1855-G, as they 
were mostly enemies to the " Bostons," during 
that war, and joined their neighbors, the Y .AKIM.As. 
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THE Y .AKIMAS inhabit the reofon of couutrv 
• 0 J 

lymg east of the CLICKETATS and north of the 
Columbia, from the Dalles to the Cascade Moun­
tains; in the direction of Puget Sound for a 
distance of 150 miles, and up the Columbia river a 
distance of 300 miles. They are large, likely, 
fine looking Indians-tall, square built, with bony 
features and high cheek bones. The tribe is a 
large one, and can muster 1,200 warriors. They 
own large droves of both horses and cattle ; are 
excellent riders ; live partly by fishing and 
hunting, and are expert in both these pursuits. 
They have, generally, a bountiful supply of dried 
salmon cached away for winter use, and, in case 
of scarcity, they can go to their caches ( caves or 
holes in the ground, where they bury or secrete 
what they wish to store or cannot conveniently 
carry,) where they generally have three or four 
years' 'f)rovision ahead. They also store away many 
dried berries of various kinds, such as service berry, 
huckleberry, blackberry, raspberry, and also many 
kinds of roots. They are very superstitious, and 
have many singular customs among them. They 
have never suffered white men to rove over their 
country, with the exception of Jesuit priests; of 
these they have a number among them, and many 
Roman Catholic :Missious. The Indians arc, in a 
great measure, controlled by their Romish priests, 
who are men of polished manners and good 
education · when among the Indians they asrnme 
a lordly, ~ompous air, but when in company with 
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whites they are easy and affable. The Y .AKIMA.S, 

though a roving tribe, raise soine potatoes and 
beans. This is the tribe that committed the first 
depredations that commenced the war in 1855-G. 

The women, amongst this tribe-and nearly all 
the tribes of the interior of Oregon-are looked 
upon as but little better than slaves, in fact are 
treated as such. Any Indian may have as many 
wives as he is able to buy; one man will, at 
times, have any number, from one to twenty­
sometimes giving a blanket, and at others a horse, 
in exchange for a woman. If he buys the daugh­
ter of a chief, he has sometimes to pay twenty 
horses for her, but the usual price for a nice 
young squaw is five horses. When a man buys a 
squaw she is considered his wife ; so.metimes he 
never speaks to her until the purchase is made, 
when, should she refuse or hesitate about going, 
he takes a hazel sprout, or the end of his lasso 
rope, and whips her until she is ready to follow 
him. The women at times lament very much at 
having to go with a man whom they do not like. 
If, after being kept a few weeks, they continue 
stupid, and he does not like them, the husband 
offers them for sale-perhaps at the same price­
often at a sacrifice. If he cannot succeed in 
selling, and the woman continues with the same 
downcast, discontented look, and don't willingly 
obey his orders, he begins to apply the lash freely, 
often causing the blood to trickle down over her 
heels. He continues this barbarous treatment for 
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a year; perhaps, in the meantime, offering to sell 
her at any price but finding no purchasers. The 
persecuted woman sometimes runs off, and 
endeavors to reach some neighboring tribe, but the 
merciless husband invariably pursues, and if she 
is overtaken he brings her back and complains to 
the chief, who gives him permission to do with 
her what he pleases-adding " YOU must not spill 
the blood of one of your own tribe." He then 
proceeds to his wigwam and tells his other wives 
to go out and dig a grave ; they immediately 
obey him, and dig a hole about six feet deep and 
eighteen inches in diameter. He then takes his 
cultes ( or bad wife) and puts her, feet downward, 
into the hole, she !Screaming loudly all the while; 
he pays no regard to her cries, but presses her 
down into the pit, and, by the assistance of his 
other ·wives, commences cramming the dirt in 
around her. They continue their work, until the 
cries of the unfort~nate wife are stifled by the dirt 
that is thrown upon her bead ; the hole is then 
filled up, and a round hill is. all that remains to 
mark her living tomb. The murderous husband, 
with his dutiful wh·e~, all return quietly to camp. 

The \Y .ALLA-W .ALLAS inhabit the portion of 
country on the south side of the Columbia, ex~end­
ing from twenty miles below old Fort \\ alla­
"\Y alla to a point some distance above the mouth 
of Lewis or Snake rircr. Tlt(~y number about 
3,000 souls, and are a hardy looking race of people, 
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tall, square-built, showing great muscular strength. 
They are active, good warriors, brave and daring, 
but very treacherous, and are closely allied to the 
YAKDIAS, with whom they took a very active part 
in the recent war against the whites. They 
speak a very harsh, disagreeable language, giving 
the sound far down in the throat. 

It was among these Indians that Dr. WHITl\IAN's 
.:\IrssroN was established and appeared for several 
years, to prosper. But, in the year 1847, the 
DOCTOR and his whole family, with all his assistants, 
were murdered, and the Mission burned. The 
Indians learned much useful information from the 
DOCTOR, and some had advanced so far as to 
speak the English language well, and to read and 
write; but, as soon as the :Mission was destroyed, 
and these educated young men began to mingle 
again with their savage brethren, they became 
notorious rascals. Often visiting the Valley, 
among the whites, their knowledge of our language 
giving them character, they soon commenced the 
business of stealing horses in the Yalley, writing 
false certificates of character, and the like, their 
information giving a shrewdness to accomplish dis­
honest acts, which are characteristic of the whole 
nation. Every one of these once promising young 
men were caught and hung. Every attempt to 
Christianize or civilize this people has proved 
ineffectual, and repeated failures have proven to 
every person acquainted with the facts, how 
utterly futile must be all such efforts, so long as 
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the Indians are permitted to rove and mingle with 
other and savage tribes. 

The principal food of this tribe is the salmon, 
which they take in large numbers in the months 
of June, July, August and September. At this 
season of the year, the Indians collect about the 
falls on the rirnr. The fish ascend early in the 
season to the head of the Columbia, and all its 
tributaries (unless it is some riYcr where a per­
pendicular fall prevents,) and in August and 
September they come drifting down the riYer in a 
weak and exhausted condition, and many of them 
dead. It is at this season that the Indians pre­
pare their winter food by drying the salmon and 
stowing them away. Some of their hunters make 
long excursions to the buffalo country. 

There are several other small tribes living down 
the river, and south of the Walla-Wallas, viz.: 
the JOHN DAYS, the TYHS, the DESCHUTES, and the 
DALLES. All speak different languages, but their 
manners and appearance are much the same. 
They are remnants of other tribes, but their number 
is small, there not being more than four thousand 
souls in the four bands. 

Tm: :K°EZ-PERCES, or SAP.TANS, inhabit the 
country from the Paloose to the \Y allacacos, about 
one hundred miles, together with all its tributa­
ries, extending, on the east, t~ the Rocky Moun­
tains. They are supposed to number ?,000 souls. 
In anpearance they resemble the Indians cast of 
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the Rocky l\Iountains-they dress better, and are 
much neater in personal appearance than t~eir 
neighbors. They have many horses, and are good 
hunters, and make excursions to the Rocky Moun­
tains yearly in pursuit of buffalo. In stature they 
are large and likely-the largest framed tribe that 
inhabit the Western country. They are the most 
honest Indians of that region, and have been the 
constant friends of the white men. Some of their 
young men joined, in the recent war, against the 
whites, but it vrns contrary to the orders of their 
chiefs. This is the most wealthy of all the moun­
tain tribes, some of the chiefs owning as many as 
4,000 horses, and common Indians owning 1,000 
head. They also own a large number of cattle. 

THE w AILLATPUS inhabit the region south of 
Walla-,Yalla river. Their most prominent loca­
tion is on the head waters of this stream, where 
they live in close connection with a band of 
the NEz-PERCES. They all speak the N'ez-Perce 
language, although they have a language of their 
own that is spoken by the old ones. This is a 
small tribe, numbering not more than 600 or 800 
souls. Alth~:rngh their number is small, they are 
looked upon by other tribes with respect. They 
are very wealthy, good warriors, and excellent 
riders. Their country being well suited for 
grazing purposes, and affording abundance of 
excellent pasturage, they own large droves of 
horses. The chief of this band owns 5,000 head. 
They are noble looking Indians. 
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From this band I desired to get a boy, ten or 

twel vc years old, to accompany me home. 

Through the assistance of Mr. XonLE and Mr. 

THOl\lPSON, I saw a fine looking youth of ten years 

of age, whose parents were l>oth dead. He had 

been adopted by the chief, and to him I went 

and made known my desire. He would not reply 

to my request immediately, but told me he would 

give me an answer the next day. He came, ac­

cording to promise, bringing with him an inter­

preter, when the following conversation took 

place between us : 
" I cannot let the boy go. I have a son four 

years old, whom you may have, and my sister has 

a son five years old-you may have both." 

"'They are too young:," I replied, "I want the 

other one." 
"He must not go!" 
I asked him his objection-" you give me your 

son, why refuse me your adopted son?" 
He cast his eyes to the ground for a moment, 

and then, slowly raising his head, he looked me 

full in the face and replied : " I am the chief of 

this tribe. I want my son to be chief, after me. 

If you take my adopted son home with you, he 

will then be like white man-he will read and 

write-he will be smart man ; he then come back 

here-he be cliiff, rny son only be Indian."' Say­

ing this, with a sorrowful look he turned and 

walked a way. 
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There was a tribe called the :MoLALLE Indians, 
that dwelt in the broken and mountainous region 
about Mount Hood; but since the year 18-!0, they 
have become extinct, as a separate ·nation, and 
have attached themselves to other tribes. 

THE BLACK FEET Indians occupy an extensive 
territory in and near the Rocky Mountains, 
between the head waters of the Missouri and 
Columbia. They are the confedera_cy of four 
tribes-the PAGANS, the FALLS, the SussEz, and 
the BLACK FEET. All these speak the regular 
Black Foot language except the Sussez, who 
speak the language of the Chippewas. 

These tribes are the best hunters of the Rocky 
Mountains, their occupation being confined princi­
pally to buffalo hunting. Their name is a terror 
to other tribes, as they are brave, daring and war­
like. Their number, from the best evidence now 
in our possession, is about 15,000. 

THE KLAl\IATH Indians live on the head waters 
of Klamath river-designated by the name of 
"Klamath Lake country." Rogue river and 
Deschutes river head near the same place. This 
is the Southern boundary of Oregon and the 
Northern part of California. This tribe is very 
warlike, frequently attacking emigrant trains 
on their way to California. Their object appears 
to be plunder, and to capture women. In this 
particular, no tribe is so much to be dreaded as 
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the KLAMATHS. It is a fact, that they have some 
white women prisoners among them at this time, 
and but little effort has been made by the whites 
to regain them, their immediate relatives having 
been killed at the time of their capture. These 
Indians will be more particularly described in my 
History of the War. Until within the last three 
years, they were engaged in constant hostilities 
with their neighbors, the SHASTAS and ROGUE 
RIVER INDIANS-their principal object being to 
steal the squaws whom they sold into slavery to 
the NEZ-PERCES and WAILLATPUS. 

THE P ANACKS inhabit the country south-east of 
Klamath lake. They are a wandering tribe, 
living on game and berries ; bold, and good 
warriors; often attacking emigrants and traders. 
They are not a large tribe, however, and are sup­
posed to number not more than six hundred or 
eight hundred persons. 

THE SHASTAS formerly inhabited the region of 
country about SHASTA PEAK, and on Shasta river, 
and where Yreka, Cal., now stands. The rem­
·nant of the tribe that is left now mostly dwell in 
the Siskiou Mountains and vicinity. They have 
been to the gold-hunters, a very troublesome 
tribe~ There were no horses introduced among 
them until about the year 1840; at that time they 
always conducted the chase on foot, and so fleet 
were they that they would frequently run down 
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and capture. a fat buck. When the settlers of 
the Willamette Valley first visited the gold 
regions of California, these Indians were noted 
for their feats of activity, as it took the best of 
Oregon horses to overtake an Indian in running 
the distance of two miles, the latter having a 
little the start on foot. 

There were several small tribes lying north of 
these, i_n Oregon, that have been very troublesome 
to the settlers ; but, since the war of 1855-6, they 
have all been J;"emoved to the Coast Reservation. 

THE KrLLEW ATSIS are about the mouth of the 
Umpqua; higher up on the same river are the 
IsoLEL and the KousE Indians ; and on the lower 
part of Rogue river are the TAT_\..TXAS-now 
called the " ROGUE RIVER " or " RASCAL" Indians, 
from the fact that they are the worst of rascals, 
and their continual hostility to the whites from 
the period of their first discovery. These Indians 
will be spoken of in my History of the War ; and 
it was this tribe that killed Capt. P. M. Amr­
STRONG, in 1853. 

THE CALAPOOYAS formerly inhabited the Wil­
lamette Valley, above the Falls. Their posses­
sions once embraced the whole Y alley, but as this 
once powerful tribe is now almost extinct, we shall 
not make any extended remarks concerning them. 
They differ much from other tribes of the Rocky 
Mountains and Pacific coast, in several respects. 
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Since the first acquaintance of the whites with 
them, they have been characterized by a mild, 
kind and gentle disposition, and a greater degree 
of intelligence than their neighbors, while their 
manners and customs are also very different. 
Their appearance shows them to be a distinct 
nation from all the other tribes of that country. 
Their national voice is mild, calm, smooth, gentle, 
sympathizing, while all the other tribes are charac­
terized by a disagreeable, coarse, harsh, guttural 
voice. The C.\LU.POOYAS seem to have been 
appropriately located in the Yalley, to separate 
the wandering and warlike tribes east of the 
Cascade )fountains, from the debased, filthy 
and quarrelsome Indians of the coast. They arc 
more quiet than the former and more cleanly than 
the latter. There arc now, perhaps, not more 
than five hundred members of this tribe, and they 
still rove over the Valley, among the whites, 
living in tents. The Indians east of the moun­
tains often make a descent upon them, and are 
thinning out their ranks from year to year, and a 
disease extant among them is rapidly taking them 
off; so that in five years, or lc::-s time, they will all 

be gone. 

THE l\IODE OF LIFE of all the Indians on the 
Upper Columbia and the interior of Oregou i~: to 
some extent, similar. They have no fixed hab1:a­
tion, but wander from place to place, as necessity 
or inclination moves them, living in kut~. Yet, 
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in reality, we do not know that we should term 
them a " wandering people," although they change 
their place of residence nearly every month-for 
the same month of every year finds them occupying 
the same place they occupied the previous year. 
The reason is obvious. No part of the United 
States abounds so greatly in esculent roots and 
berries, as Oregon. There are more than a dozen 
different kinds of roots that afford nourishment to 
the human family, some of them very palatable1 

and mostly attainable by little labor. At certair 
seasons the natives derive almost their entire sub 
sistence from these roots, and as the differen1 
varieties grow in different localities, and arrive at 
maturity at intervals apart, the Indians are forced 
to change their position from one root ground to 
another. 

In the fishing season, when the Indians all flock 
to the banks of the rivers, you can see tents of 
Indians in every valley of the Columbia where 
there is grass sufficient to graze their stock. The 
salmon ascend in the spring and descend in the 
fall. This causes two removals, for, although the 
fall salmon are poor, they are taken in large 
quantities, dried, and stored away for winter use. 

rrhey also gather a great quantity of acorns 
from the white oak, and store them away for the 
purpose of making bread when dried. They 
gather a large amount, also, of cause, or bread 
root, which much resembles the Irish potato, and, 
when dried and powdered, is very white and 
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mealy. They also collect a great many large black 
crickets, and grasshoppers by bushels ; these they 
put into a morter with acorns or bread root, and 
pound into a mass, which is then kneaded, placed 
on a board, and baked for bread-the legs of the 
grasshoppers and crickets making a very rough 
crust. I have often seen them encircle the grass­

hoppers in a ring of fire, by igniting the grass ; 
their wings are scorched by the blaze, and· the/ 
fall to the ground, when the Indians gather 
around, collect them and eat them. You can see 
the insects kick as they go into the Indian's mouth, 
and hear them crack like chestnuts between his 
jaws. 

These Indians are in some respects like brutes; 
they will grow fat and corpulent in time of 
plenty, and lean when provisions are scarce. 
They can subsist, however, on very little food. 
The men usually make a long excursion to the 
Rocky Mountains, on a buffalo hunt, during the 
latter part of the summer, leaving the women, in 
their absence, to gather roots and berries, and 
prepare them for winter use. Their clothing was 

principally manufactured of buffalo robes and 
dressed deer skins, until, within the last few years, 
they · have purchased some dry goods . from the 
traders. They make up coats, leggmgs, and 
moccasins of the deer and elk skins, very neatly, 
ornamenti~g them handsomely with beads, of 
which they arc very fond ; I have seen from five 
to ten pounds swung round an Indian's neck at 

one time. 
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Each tribe has two principal chiefs-one to 
conduct their national affairs, and decide all 
matters of personal difference between members 
of the tribe, but who has nothing to say with 
regard to war matters-these being left. to the 
war chief, who conducts all their war parties ~nd 
superintends all their trainings for war. They 
are continually training for war, in -rnrious modes, 
and are very expert in all their manreuvres. The 
different tribes are generally at war with each 
other. They would be the most happy peopl.e on 
earth, were they not constantly in dread. When 
they are encamped in a valley, you will always see 
some of the tribe standing or sitting on some 
high hill, looking carefully in every direction, 
fearful lest some party belonging to another tribe 
pounce upon them and carry off their property or 
their squaws. They 'never sleep at night without 
a close guard out, around their encampment; all 
which shows, plainly enough, that their life is full 
of fear and anxiety-you can trace in their coun­
tenances an uneasiness and a lack of confidence as 
to their safety. 

In each tribe, also, there· is a conjurer or 
medicine man. He uses but few roots or medi­
cines ; but, when he has a patient, he make·s a 
great noise-hallooing, clapping his hands, beating 
his own breast and that of his patient. This, he 
says, is for the purpose of driving away the evil 
spirit. When his patient is very sick, he never 
ceases his wailings the night long; and if it be a 
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chief, or any conspicuous person that is sick, and 
he dies, the surviYing chief then appoints some of 
the friends of the deceased to put the doctor to 
death~a fate that the latter submits to without a 
murmur. The weapon used on such occasions is 
generally a butcher knife. 

On one occasion, when I was encamped with 
my surveying party, on the Umpqua riYcr, a band 
of Indians were encamped on the opposite side of 
the river. There was a sick person among them, 
and -the doctor was making a great noise, which be 
kept up until late at night. My hands commenced 
hallooing, and mocking the doctor, and there was 
a brief pause. X ext morning the Indians came to 
my camp, very much dissatisfied, saying that my 
boys had kHled the sick Indian-their hallooing 
at the doctor and making fun of him had rendered 
him unable to keep off the evil spirit, and his mind 
was drawn off toward the boys who were making 
sport of him ; so the patient died. I called up 
the hallds, in their presence, and told them to girn 
an account of themselves, at the same time appear­
ing to be very much dissatisfied with their con­
duct. The boys justified themselves liy ~ssuring 
the Indians that they did not know there was auy 
person sick-they thought it was a dance, and they 
felt anxious to join them, but could not cross the 
riYcr. I gave them some bread, and they rctul'll(_'(l 
to camp, informing me that they would not k1!l 
the doctor, as it was not through any fault of lus 
that the patient died, but giving me to understand 
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that they would prefer taking the lives of my 
boys, which they no doubt would have done had· 
an opportunity offered. 

Sometimes, thus, a trifling occurrence throws a 
traveler in their midst foto great danger, espe­
cially if any fear be manifested. 

When an Indian dies, his friends gather around, 
and the women set up a great lamentation, crying 
and hallooing, beating their breasts, arms, and 
faces, pulling great handsful of hair from their 
heads, and appearing to be jn the greatest distress 
and agony. While witnessing a scene of this 
character, on one occasion, I ascertained, upon 
inquiry, that these women had been employed 
by the friends of -the deceased, to mourn for their 
departed friend, for which service they expected 
to receive remuneration in the way of presents. 
In some instances, the friends promise the mourn-· 
ers to perform the same offices for them when any nf 
their friends may die. It is not uncommon io send 
to another village to procure professional mouru­
ers who have become renowned for acts of cruelty 
perpetrated upon their own bodies on such occa­
sions. The ni'en never cry, no matter how ·near 
and dear a relative may die-it is considered 
." not brave "-it is the act of a squaw. The men 
seldom weep, except when enraged to the pitch of 
committing murder, and they are certain the deed 
they are going to commit will result in their own 
death, or when they are appointed by the chief to 
kill one of their own tribe. You will sometimes 
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~ee the executioner and the victim walking arm 
m arm tog~ther,. talking and cryillµ:~ appearing to 
be great friends m deep distress, while the former 
has his knife concealed about him, and, suddenly, 
draws it, and, at a single stroke, lays his victim 
lifeless on the earth. 

The various tribes of,. California are low, de­
graded, dirty, filthy Indians, with little cnrrµ:y, 
living principally upon roots and carrion, no dead 
animal being too filthy for them to cat. They are 
generally called "Diggers," from their prin~ipal 
mode of sustaining life, digging for roots. They 
are far inferior, in eYcry respect, to the Indians 
residing further north. But, as •this History is 
only designed to treat on Ore~on and "\Y ashington 
Territories, we will not dwell on the Indians of 

California. 

The Indians living in the extreme northern 
portion of our possessions, on the Pacific, and in 
the British Territory , between latitude 49° and 
60°, through the interior of the country, are a 
warlike, athletic race, and they were once wealthy, 
from the lar(J'e amount of furs they sold annually 

b • 

at the trading posts, no part of the Pacific reg10n 
abounding with beaYcr so plentifully a~ di~ the 
head waters of the Columbia and Frazier nvcrs 
and their tributaries. Xear the sources of these 
rivers there are many streams forming long lakes, 
making it a great place of resort for beaver. 



124 OREGON. 

FORT COLVILLE, FORT OK.A.NA.GA~, and FORT 
SPOKAX, as well as a number of other forts, or 
trading posts, were established by the Hudson 
Bay Company and American traders, for the pur­
pose of affording safe and convenient places for 
bartering for the Indian's furs and peltries-the 
articles of barter being, for the most part, red 
blankets, red calicoes, large quantities of beads of 
Yarious sizes and colors, and tobacco. All In­
dians are very fond of tobacco, often refusing to 
sell their furs unless the trader can furnish them 
some tobacco-they must have a smoke before 
they can commence a trade. The traders usually 
have a supply of this luxurious weed al ways on 
hand. 

There exists, and ever has existed a great 
jealousy and rivalry among the traders of this 
wild region. Having cut themselves loose from 
society, for the purpose of gain, they desire to 
make speedy fortunes, and leave no exertion 
untried to gain their ends by circumventing others. 
Between the American Fur Company's employees 
and the Hudson Bay traders, an ambition has 
ever existed to see which could succeed in driving 
the best bargains with the different tribes of 
Indians-as the whole nation go in a body to s~me 
designated point, once a year, for the purpose of 
trading, and the lucky trader who succeeds in 
securing their custom makes his fortune. 

I will give one instance of this ambition be­
tween the trading parties. 
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A TALE OF TIIE OREGON FUR TRADE. 

BY PERCY B, ST. JOHN, 

Some years _ago, when. the American fur company and the 
Hudso!1 Bay tr~der.,; earned on a powerful oppo~ition to each 
other, m the wild _and ro.cky .territory of Oregon, several little 
f?rts were crectc.d m the m_tenor, whence the commerce in pelt­
nes was made with the Inchans. One of these to which our tale 
refers, was planted in a green and secluded valley, where pasture 
for cattle and comfort for man, were as much as possible com­
bined with security and ,afotY. 

In this spot, known as :-:-pZ>k:rn Fort, dwelt James M'Phcrwn, 
the owner and governor of the: wild locality. M'Phcrson was a 
Scotchman, who in early d~ys had left his native country a poor 
lad, and now, by the exercise of that perseverance characteristic 
of J1is countrymen, had olitaincd the position of a well-to-do 
merchant. 

It was about two years after the establishment of the fort, and 
when all were in activity and bustle, that Edward Ray, a young 
Louisianian, obtained an appointment under the owner, and 
traveled the whole distance from New Orleans, had conveved a 
cargo of merchandise for the use of the company. In addition 
to this, he had taken up, to rejoin her father, Miss M'Pher~on 
and an attendant. So peculiar and so long a journey had thrown 
the young people much together, and without any reflection with 
regard to their difference of position, a mutual affection had 
arisen between them. At length, however, they arrived at their 
journey's end. Ray became a clerk, and l\li,s ;',l 'l'hcrson pre­
sided over the establishment, as the daughter of the owner was 
in duty bound to do. ,Yliatewr might have been the lady's 
feelings, the poor clerk sought n?t to learn them .. He f~·lt th~ 
difference of station, and, shrinkmg from any manifestation .ot 
his aspiring- hopes, attended to his !msiness hone~tly and d1lt­
gently, h11t without showing the shghtest enthus!asm for the 
avocation. l:-nckr these circumstances he was considered useful 
in his wav, but faik,l to excite that notice that might _have _led to 
his advancement. Reserved and taciturn, ev~n his m1strc.~s 
thought herself deceived in him. With the excitement of t}1.e1r 
happy journey, all his energies seemed to h11:ve d~part~~l. I he 
truth was, that Hay, who was not of. a sa~gume disposit10

1°10, ,~~cwd 
no means of arri,·i11~ to a level with his master, and 11 ·• 

despondency to unnc1Te his ~pirit. . 
About thi·ee months after hi, arrival, the tn:ie approached when 

the annual interview with thL' rnrious Imlians took plnce,-a 
meeting of much importance, as then the whole fortuncsr,°f t\1c 
year were decided. It was usual to appoint a _place I or !,1! 
natives to camp with their beaver and other skms, r icre . l 
rival traders at o~ce repaired, and wkhoev~iff:i~~v~h~a~;\,~r~~~ 
obtained a ready and profitable mar ct. o • 
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the time appoilited, the heads of the fort were seated at their 
evening meal. Plenty and variety made up for delicacies and 
seasonings. Buffalo, deer-meat, trout, salmon, wild-fowl, all 
abounded on the board, round which sat l\I'Pherson, his daugh­
ter, Hay, and three other clerks. The whole party were engaged 
discussing the good things before them, when a bustle was heard 
without, and after the pause of a moment, a half-breed hunter 
appeared on the threshold. 

" What news, Nick 1" said M'Pherson, who recognized in the 
intruder a scout sent out to learn the proceedings ·of the rival 
traders. 

"Bad," said Niek, advancing. "Master Sublette got ahead 
of Spokan. The Indians are all at camp already, with plenty 
beaver. Master Sublette buy up all, but him got no tobacco, so 
he send away to Brown for some ; then smoke, and buy all the 
beaver." 

""\Yhy, that is good news," said M'Phcrson, laughing; "if 
Sublette has no tobacco, all is right. \Ye have plenty, and not 
an lndian will sell a skin until he has had a good puff at the 
pipe of peace. So up, my men," he continued, addressing his 
clerks ; "you must away and out-general Sublette, by taking 
to Johnson a good supply of the weed." 

"All very fine," said Nick, with a knowing jerk of the head, 
"but Sublette him know a trick worth two of that. A hundred 
Blackfeet are out lying in the woods, and not a soul will reach 
the market until they are gone." 

" The Blackfeet !" cried M'Pherson ; "then we are defeated 
surely. What is to be done 1" 

" How many bales will suffice 1" said Ray, quietly. 
"If Johnson, our agent, had but one," replied the trader, 

despondingly, "all would be right. It is impossible, however; 
and this year is lost to me." 

"By no means," said the clerk, rising, with all his native 
energy and fire beaming in his eye; "Johnson shall have the 
bale, or my scalp shall hang in a Blackfoot lodge before 
morning." 

"Edward!" exclaimed the daughter, with an alarmed glance, 
which opened the father's eyes to what had hitherto been a pro­
found secret. 

"Are you in earnest, Mr. Ray ?" said M'Pherson gravely, 
and even sternly. 

'' I am, sir; give me "\Yild Polly, (a favorite mare,) and trust 
to me for the accomplishment of your wishes." 

" You will go alone, then ?" 
" I will." 
:\['Pherson ordered the mare he valued so much to be saddled, 

and in half an hour, E1hrnrd Hay, with two bales of tobacco 
behind him, and armed to the kei°h, sallied forth from Spokan, 
amidst the plaudits of the whole party, whose astonishment 
l'egarded less the perilousness of the adventure, than the charac-
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ter of the man who undertook it. Miss M'Pherson, conscious 
of the interest she had betrayed in her father's clerk, hlstily 
retired to 4er chamber; while the father, after carefully fastening 
the gates, and posting proper sentinels, lit his pipe and seated 
himself, absorbed in reflection, by the huge fire-place in the 
principal · apartment. Great smokers are your Indian traders, 
who in more things than one resemble the men with whom they 
have to deal. 

Meanwhile, Edward Ray, after leaving the fort, rode down the 
valley, reflecting on the wisest course to pursue. It was some 
time ere the young man paused, and then a sudden hesitation on 
the part of his mare brought him back to consciousness. Rais­
ing his eyes, he found himself close upon a wood, between which 
and a somewhat broad river he had now to pass. A single glance 
told him that Indians were near, as a light smoke arose amid 
the trees ; whether they had yet discovered him was a matter of 
uncertainty. Ray therefore determined to make a bold dash; 
and, trusting to his beast, rode at a hard gallop along the skirt 
of the forest. The moment he neared the trees, his hand upon 
his rifle, he listened with the most anxious attention. Not a 
sound, save the clatter of his unshod mare, was heard, until he 
had half-cleared the Jangerous cover. Then came the sound of 
pursuit, and then the Blackfeet war-whoop, with the crack of 
rifles. His enemies were in full chase. Now it was that the gal­
lant steed put forth her energy, and now it was that Ray's spirit 
rose and he felt himself a man, with all a man's energy, and also 
with all a man's love of life. Looking back, he saw the wild 
Indian warriors coming fast toward him, but still not gaining 
ground ; and he felt sure did he loosen his precious merchandise, 
and give it up to the pursuers, that he could with ease outstrip 
them. But he was resolved to serve his master's interests, and 
he urged his laden steed to her utmost. An hour passed in this 
manner. The howling, whooping Indians, half a hundred in 
number, galloped madly after him, their long black hair stream­
ing to the wind. 
· Before him lay a cane-brake, where the reeds rose ten feet, dry, 

parched and crackling. Through this lay the path of the fugi­
tive. Ray looked forward to the welcome shelter, determined to 
make a stand; and there, at the very entrance, stood, mounted 
on a tall horse. an opposing foe. Clutching his pistol, the clerk 
clenched his teeth, and· rode madly against this new opponent, 
who, just in time to save himself, cried, "All right, saucy Nick!" 
There was no time for greeting, and away they scampered 
through the cane-brake, not before, however, the half-breed had 
cast a brand amid the reeds. 

"Away!" cried Nick, urging his steed to the utmost, "thefire 
spirit is awake; he rides in yonder cloud! Away, or our bones 
will be mingled with those of the red men upon this plain." 

"But Nick," said Ray, as side by side they dashed across the 
prairie, " how met we 1 I left you at the fort." 
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"No, Ni('k start half an hour before. \Vouldn't let brave 
warrior go by himself. :Found him chased by Indians-Black­
feet; but -Indian no take :'.\laster Hay. ).ick know trick worth 
two of that. But hush!" he added, as he gained the entrance 
of a valley, "the hoofs of our horses have walked the great fire 
spirit; but we are not yet free. Blackfeet in valley." 

At this intimation of their being again about to meet a party 
of their enemies, Ray prepared his arms o11ce more, and then, 
patting the neck of his gallant steed, urged her at a rattling pace 
through the valley. A flash and the crack of guns fired in haste, 
showeJ that Nick was not mistaken ; but giving a volley in 
reply, and without pausing to discover its effect, the pair gal­
loped onward, and once more emerged on the plain. Nick now 
led the way, and diverging from the ordinary route, entered a 
stream, the course--of whil'h they followed slowly for some time. 
At length, satisfied that he had baffled pursuit, the half-breed 
once more entered upon the usual track, and before daylight, 
reached the great camp, where the Indians had pitched their 
tents with a view to traffic with the rivl:ll white men. 

To the right were the wagons of Sublette ; to the left, those of 
Johnson, M'Pherson's agent. They found the latter in very 
bad spirits, as his ri,·al was expected to receive the necessary sup 
ply of tobacco in the course of the afternoon, when all chance 
for Spokan would have been over. As, however, Ray detailed 
the object of his journey, and the rnccess which had attended it, 
the agent's eye glistened, and at length he exclaimed with a 
chuckle, "Bravo, :\Ir. Ray; I should like to be in your shoes ; 
for if you haven't made old Mac's fortune, my name is not John­
son. Such prime beavers you ne,·er saw. By the immortal 
head of General Jackson, hut you are a lucky dog!" Ray 
expressed his satisfaction at having been of such great service, 
and after a hearty meal, th~ traders h'.~an their day's work. 
First the chiefs were rnmmoned and regaled. to the consternation 
of Sublette, with a liberal and plentiful smoke. ::,;care<! around 
the agent's tent, the Spokan, Kamloops, Chaudieves, Sinapoil, 
and other Indians, enjoyed with unmixed ~ati~faction, what to 
them is a most preciou,- luxury. The agent was mo,t liberal of 
the weed ; not a single Indian was forgotten ; · and wheri the bar­
ter commenced, the gratified aborigines testified their deli!!ht hY 
disposing of their 1,kins in an equally liberal manner. '·::,;ud;, 
indeed, was the activity of the Spokan agent, and of his a~~ist­
ant Hay, that when Sublette received at length his :-uppl~· of 
tobacco, not a he:ll"er nor e,•en a "kunk skin remained for which 
he eonld trt1de. Well aware that the Blackfeet, when once dis­
covered, would draw off, Ray, after a brief hour of repose, bor­
rowed a fresh horse, and hurried back toward the fort. 

His journey was tedious in the extreme, for the smouldering 
grass rendered it as unsnfe as it was disagreeable. At length, 
however, the young clerk, to whom had returned much of his 
former despondent feeling, came once more in sight of Spokan, 
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where he was received with open arms, as was Nick who accom­
panie<l him. 

M'Pherson, eager to learn the result of the young man's jour­
ney, drew him to his counting-house, and motioning him to a 
scat, installed himself at his ledge!', pen in hand. Ray began his 
story, and to the evident surprise of the merchant, related the 
dangers which had befallen him, and the manner in which he had 
escaped. At length he came to that part of his story, which 
referred to the extraordinary quantity and excellence of the bea­
vers which had been obtained by means of his bold undertaking. 

" Know, lad," said old M'Pherson, quite delighted, " that you 
have brought me the best year's trade that I have had yet. Be­
sides, man, I count it no small thing to have beat Captain Sub­
lette, the most cunning trader on the frontier." 

"I am very much gratified," said Ray, "that I have been in 
any way instrumental in serving you." 

"Ah, that is all very well," interrupted M'Pherson, pushing 
his spectacles from their proper position to one above his eyes, 
"butjust tell me frankly, Mr. Ray, why you, who are generally 
so slow and cold, should all of a sudden take so much trouble to 
do me a service 1" 

"It was the first time," replied Ray, " that I ever had an 
opportunity of doing what others would not do." 

" Oh," said the trader, still more enlightened, "and do you not 
expect any share in the great advantage of last night's adven­
ture f' 

"That I leave to you, sir." 
"Now, Mr. Ray," said the trader with a smile, "I wish you 

would be thoroughly frank with me. I can see plainly enough 
that you have had some reason for your constant lack of energy, 
and some equally good reason for suddenly, when you could 
really serve me, risking your life to do so. I say again, speak 
ou.t. Have you any conduct of mine of which to complain? Is 
your salary too small 1 Your chances of promotion-do they 
seem too remote 1 You have doubled my fortune; let me do 
you some service in return." 

"My ambition, sir, has been to share your good fortune; and 
did my hopes extend as far as my wishes, I might say I have 
hoped one day to possess all you now hold." This was said 
with a lurking smile that still more puzzled M'Pherson. 

" What ! would you be a partner, young man 1 The idea is a 
bold one; but I see no insuperable bar to it." 

"Sir," said Ray, hurriedly, "I am content to be :rour clerk, if 
you will, all my life ; but you have a dau~hter w1tho~,t whom 
wealth would be contemptible, and poverty msuffe~able. . . 

"Wheugh !" cried the astonished merchant, " sits the wm.d 1~ 
that quarter 1 And pray, sir, does my daught~r know of this? 

"She does. You will recollect our long Journey, when we 
were inseparable companions ?" 

"Oh, I recollect all; and pray does my daughter encourage 
you 1" 
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" She w.ill speak for herself, dear father," exclaimed the young 
girl, who entering, had caught the import of their conversation. 
"I did encourage him because I thought he deserved to be your 
son. Of late l\lr. Ray had almost induced me to regret my reso­
lution; but his recent d1wotion in your service convinced me 
that he was still the Edward Ray I had traveled with from Xcw 
Orleans." 

"And so," said the old man, pettishly," you have arranged it 
all, it seems, and I am to have no voice or will 1" " ,v c have arranged nothing, dear father, and leave it all to 
you." 

It will readily be believed that Edwitrd Ray and Mary :.I'Pher­
son had no difficulty in talking over the kind-hearted trader. In 
a few weeks after, Ray was not only son-in-law but partner at 
Spokan ; and I believe that none of the parties have had yet any 
cause to regret the "midnight ride " over the bluff-surrounded 
prairies of the wild Oregon. 

THE PiscHous inhabit a small portion of country 
on the west or north side of the Columbia, 
between Fort Okanagan and Priest Rapids. This 
region of country is destitute, almost, of both 
roots and game, and the natives who wander over 
its barren wastes are looked upon, by other tribe8, 
as a poor, beggarly race, and are considered great 
thieves. They procure but little game, and, as 
they have to depend upon the skins of animals for 
clothing, many of them are unable to procure 
clothing, and therefore go entirely naked. They 
are very shy and timid. Often, when a white 
man approaches a tent, the inmates will run and 
hide in the nearest chaparral, leaving the white 
man in possession of their wigwam, and will 
remain there until satisfied that the intruder has 
no evil intention, when, first one and then 
another, they will slowly return, until they all 
come back. 
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THE Sr;;:1rs-u1sn, or CCEUR D' AL EXE Indians live 
around CCEUR D' ALEXE LAKE, and arc less wan­
dering in their habits than their neighboring 
tribes. As no salmon ascend the Spokan river 
above the Rapids, the SKITSUISH subsist mostly 
on roots, small fish and small game, as they 
seldom Yisit the Rocky Mountains in pursuit of 
buffalo. They raise, at the present time, con­
siderable quantities of potatoes and peas, and 
some of them raise wheat, which they boil and 
prepare as hominy, also some squashes. I think 
corn would do well there. Some of them have 
small houses, or pole tents, and appear to be per­
manently located. In personal habits they are 
more cleanly and neat, notwithstanding their 
poverty, than some of their neighbors. I think 
that they could be civilized to some extent by 
m1ss1onaries. Being in a remote part of the 
country-no large water courses passing within 
their boundary-they have had but little inter­
course with the vulgar trappers and traders, and 
their character has been less affected by the 
whites-for it is a fact that the wild savages are 
rendered worse by contact with the whites who 
intermarry with and settle among them. This 
tribe will number only about 800 souls. 

As it has long been a matter of interesting 
inquiry, in what matter the different tribes re­
ceived their several appellations, I will here give 
one instance. 

Amongst the first traders that visited this tribe, 
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was a Canadian of a close, penurious, niggardly 
disposition. The natives were not long in dis­
covering this, and made, in their own language, a 
derisive remark respecting him, to the effect that 
"the white man had the heart of an awl"­
meaning that he had a contracted, illiberal dispo­
sition-the term "awl" being used by them as we 
sometimes use the word " pin," to denote a very 
trifling object. The interpreter rendered the 
sentence, " Creur d'Alene," greatly to the amuse­
ment of the trader's companions; and from that 
day to this, the tribe has been known as the Creur 
d'Alene Indians. 

THE SELISH, or FLAT HEADS, inhabit the country 
around the head waters of the Columbia, Spokan 
and Okanagan rivers, and are supposed to number 
about 5,000 souls. They can hardly be said to 
have any regular form of government; they often 
fall out, and have some hard fighting among 
themselves, but they al ways look upon each other 
as belonging to the same nation, and if a difficulty 
occurs between any portion of them and another 
tribe, their home grudges are forgotten, and they 
invariably espouse the cause of their own country­
men and join in battle against the common 
enemy. Intermarriages between the different 
bands of this tribe are quite common, and the 
husband generally joins the band to which the 
wife belongs. This, perhaps, proceeds from the 
circumstance that the women do most that is 
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required for the support of the family-=-digging 
all the roots and gathering all the berries-and 
being more familiar with the root and berry 
grounds .pertaining to her own band, she is better 
able there to provide for the sustenance of the 
family. .A.lthol!1gh these women have to do much 
hard labor, they are not treated harshly or bar­
barously by their husbands, but are much looked 
up to by them, and they assume much authority. 
The stores of food which they provide are 
considered their own, and the husband seldom 
touches the hoard without permission from the 
wife-but she is generally very liberal in dividing 
with him. They appear to have strong domestic 
feelings, and are generally very affectionate 
toward their children. It is a peculiar charac­
teristic of these Indians, that they take particular 
care of the aged and infirm, who usually fare the 
best of all. There is, however, one custom prev­
alent among them that they acknowledge to be 
an evil, but to which they adhere merely because 
it was an ancient custom with their fathers :-when 
a man dies, leaving young children who are not 
able to defend themselves, his relations come for­
ward and seize upon his most valuable property­
particularly horses and cattle-without any re­
gard to the rights of the children. 

In every band there is a temporary chief, 
not taking the authority of other chiefs, but 
deriving his power from his wealth, intelligence, 
or valor. Jlaving, through whatever means, ac-
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quired a superiority oYcr the rest, he is termed a 
chief. His authority is derived more from per­
sonal influence than from law, and is exercised 
more by persuasion and reasoning than by com­
mand. A man of shrewdness and determination 
can exercise much power. 

Their most severe mode of· punishment for 
criminals is banishment for a certain period-so 
many "moons," or so many "falling of the 
leaves," the falling of the lcaYes denoting a year. 

Their only religious ceremonies are mummeries 
performed by their medicine men for the purpose 
of averting any evil by which they may be threat­
ened, or of obtaining some desired object, such as 
an abundant supply of food, or success in -war. 
They appear to have but little idea of a Supreme 
Being. One of their ceremonies deserrns especial 
mention. They reg~d the spirit of a man as dis­
tinct from the living principle, and hold that the 
spirit may be separated for a while from the body 
without causing death and without the individual 
being conscious of the loss. It is necessary, 
howeYer, in order to prevent fatal consequences, 
that the lost spirit be found and restored as soon 
as possible. The medicine man, or conjurer, 
learns by a dream, or by something whispering in 
his ear, the name of the person who has lo~t his 
spirit. He then informs the person, who is m:uch 
distressed at the announcement, often falling down 
apparently lifeless, for a time, and who eagerly 
en;,.ploys the conjurer to recover his wandering 
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soul, which the latter willingly undertakes for 
a consideration-taking good ca.re to charge in 
proportion to the means of the distressed person. 
During the day, the unhappy Indian wanders 
from tent to tent, singing and dancing; toward 
morning he enters a separate lodge that is so 
enclosed as to be rendered perfectly dark. .A. 
small hole is then made in the roof of the tent, 
through which the conjurer brings the departed 
spirit in the shape of small bits of bone, which 
fall ·on a piece of cloth or hide. The conjurer 
then enters the tent, strikes a light, and proceeds 
to select out the spirit that belongs to the person. 
If he should select the spirit of some other per­
son-one that is really dead-his patient would 
instantly die. Having selected out the proper 
spirit, through his peculiar good judgment, from 
the many that lie before him in the shape of 
splinters of bone, he places it on the owner's 
head, and pats it with many gestures and invoca­
tions, until the spirit descends· into the heart and 
resumes its proper place. When it is restored, 
the whole party unite in making a public feast, at 
which they all fare bountifully; the remainder 
falling to the share of the conjurer. 

The greater portion of this tribe is in the 
British Possessions. 

The Indians of Puget Sound and Vuncouver 
Island are divided into many srnal I. tribes, too 
tedious to enumerate. There are dso some large 
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and powerful tribes on Vancouver Island and 
further north on the coast in the British Posses­
sions-such as the NooTKA Indians, which inhabit 
the country around X ootka Sound, a powerful 
tribe whose numbers are not known. The .A.IT­
ZARTS, 8H001\IADS, XEWITLIES, Sj_ VINARDS, .A.HO­
W ARTZ, Mow ACHES, SuTsErs, X ECCHALITs, )IrcHA­
LITs, and CA YOQUITS, are among these tribes, but 
most of them are considered portions of the great 
N OOTKA tribe, as they have always been allies. 
The principal village of the K OOTKAS is situated 
in about north latitude 49° 35', near FRIE:'.\DLY 
CovE. They .have huts, mostly made of brush 
and mud, or poles and mud. 

THE KLAIZARTS are a powerful tribe, and can 
muster some two thousand warriors. 

THE CARRIERS inhabit the country styled by 
the English, New Caledonia. This region is well 
watered by streams which empty into Frazier 
river. The natives are prone to sensuality, and 
chastity among the women is unknown; and, at 
the same time, they seem to be devoid of all 
natural affection for their offspring. Their reli­
gious ideas are very strange. It is not known 
that they have any distinct idea of a God, or the 
existence l)f the soul. They have priests, or doc­
tors, who~c arts consist in certain mummeries 
intended :s:!.· incantations. 'When a corpse is 
burned-their usual mode of disposing of the 
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dead-the priest., with many gesticulations and 
contortions, pretends to receive, in his closed 
hands, sometlting, perhaps the life of the deceased 
person, which he communicates to some living 
person by throwing his hands toward him and 
at the same time blowing upon him. This person 
assumes the rank of the deceased, and his name 
in addition to his own; and the priest is al ways 
sure to ascertain to whom this succession properly 
belongs. If the deceased be a man, and his wife 
survives him, she is compelled to lie upon the 
corpse while the funeral pile is kindled, and is not 
released from her painful position until the heat 
becomes beyond endurance. When the corpse is 
consumed, she collects the ashes and deposits 
them in a little tightly-woven basket, which she 
always carries with her wherever she goes. She 
becomes the slave of her deceased husband's 
friends or relations, who compel her to do all the 
hard labor that has to be performed about their 
camp, and treat her with the greatest indignity. 
This lasts for two or three years ; at the end of 
this time a feast is made by all the kindred, and a 
post, or stump, is prepared, ten or fifteen feet 
high, on the top of which is placed the basket 
containing the ashes of the deceased husband, 
where it is allowed to remain until the post de­
cays and tumbles to the ground. After this 
ceremony is over, the widow is released from her 
servitude and allowed to marry again. 

Some of the triqes living on the Northern coast, 
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between QUEEN CHARLOTTE'S SouND (in latitude 
50°) and latitude 60°, differ very much from the 
other tribes. They ham fair complexions, some­
times with ruddy cheeks, and thick, heavy beards, 
which appear on youths while quite young-many 
of them having heavy beards at eighteen years of 
age. They are the only full-blooded Indians I have 
ever seen having heavy beards. In other respects, 
the physiognomy is Indian-the broad face, high 
cheek bones, the opening of the eye long and 
narrow, and the forehead usually very low. 

From the accounts given of them by traders, 
they are an ingenious people. There are large 
copper mines in the mountains bordering on this 
coast, where copper can be procured in almost a 
pure state. These Indians make, of the copper, 
many singular ornaments, ingeniously carved, as 
well as gun chargers and pipes. The pipe is used 
much among them, for when they cannot get 
tobacco they smoke the dried leaves of the uva 
ursa, which afford a very pleasant smoke, espe­
cially when mixed with tobacco. This plant ca.n 
Le gathered on the Cascade :Mountains, where 
it abounds ; and this is the only part of the 
United States where I have seen it growing. 
Near the copper mines is found a beautiful species 
of very fine, hard slate, of which they make 
plates, cups, pipes, and many little images, and 
various ornam~nts, wrought with an elegance and 
taste that cannot be surpassed by any civilized 
nation. Their clothing, (which is generally made 
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of hides dressed with the hair or fur on,) houses, 
and canoes, all show a like ingenuity, and adapta­
tion to their climate and mode of life. 

At the same time, they are, as all other Indians, 
dirty and filthy in their habits, and of a treach­
erous disposition. Often, when they have ob­
tained the confidence of an adjoining tribe, and 
have mingled freely among them, they will 
stealthily enter their wigvrnms during the night, 
and rob and murder the inhabitants. 

But little is known of the Indians that inhabit 
the extreme north-as far up as the Russian 
Possessions. The most reliable and explicit ac­
count that has fallen under my observation is 
that given by Lieut. BROOKE, a synopsis of which 
will be found below : 

CRUISE OF THE VINCENNES. 

"The following is a brief account of the recent Arctic 
cruise of the Vincennes, up to the time of her return to 
Senivane Harbor, in Behring's Straits, where the anxiety 
of Commodore Rodgers for the safety of Lieutenant 
Brooke's command was relieved by finding the party in 
the enjoyment of health and security. It is due to the 
Russian government officers at Petropoloski to mention, 
that upon their learning the nature of the proposed expe­
dition of the Vincennes, and the intention of Commodore 
Rodgers to visit Senivane, he was courteously tendered 
the services of an interpreter of the Tchucchis dialect, a 
favor which is acknowledged in warm terms by the officers 
of Lieut. Brooke's party. In this connection, we may 
add, that the conduct of the Russian authorities at Petro­
poloski toward Americans visiting and residing in that 
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place, is uniformly courteous and obliging, as is evidenced 
by Mr. Duval, who returned to tbis city in the surveying 
schooner J. Fennimore Cooper, after a ten months' 
residen.ce at Petropoloski. 1.'be interpreter who accom­
panied the Senivane party is a Siberian. He retyrned in 
the Vincennes, and has been placed in charge of the 
Russian Consul residing at this place, to be sent borne by 
the first opportunity. His services were exceedingly 
valuable to the expedition, as he is in some degree 
acquainted with the various dialects of the Indian tribes 
inhabiting the eastern coast of Asia, and through him 
much information was gained that otherwise would have 
been lost. 

" In the foregoing portion of this sketch, some allusion 
was made to the peculiar characteristics of the Tchucchis 
Indians, particularly in regard to habits of industry, their 
total ignorance of all things beyond the present state of 
earthly existence, and, most remarkable, their natural love 
of virtue as applied to the female sex. This latter reality 
seems hardly consistent with the general character of 
savage life, but it is nevertheless true of them, as the 
party· from the Vincennes had many opportunities and 
sufficient means of knowing. 

'' They depend almost entirely upon the hard-earned 
fruits of the chase for subsistence, seemingly having but 
little taste or desire for the luxuries that might be 
obtained from the Russians in exchange for valuable furs. 
At rare intervals, the fortunate captor of a blue otter 
exchanges his prize for kni,es and tobacco, but further 
than this they appear to have no desire to trade with the 
Russians. Their principal ~rticle of diet is whale's flesh, 
which they preserve for months by simply burying it in 
the frozen earth. They live in communities usually con­
sisting of four men and their families. Having no means 
of warming their habitations, they sleep in hammocks of 
sufficient capacity to accommodate a whole family. The 
hammocks are composed of skins, and so constructed as to 
form very comfortable quarters in the coldest weather. 
Their government consists of two chieftains-a military 
and a civit chief. During a season when the weather wiil 
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not permit of the chase, the war chief, who is also chief 
of the hunt, assembles his warriors for exercise, and 
sitting on the ground, he directs their movements, which, 
according to the description given by our informant, 
resembles, in every particular, the out-door performances 
of the San Francisco Turin-Yerien Society. This exer­
cise is deemed necessary to health, and it also serves to 
keep men in condition for the chase. 

" Our informant relates some remarkable instances of 
pedestrian performances by the natives. On·one occasion, 
a party after a day of hard exercises, accomplished the 
distance of one and a half miles in eight minutes over 
rough ground ; for this feat they were presented with a 
plug of tobacco to be divided among the party, and they 
were entirely satisfied with the compensation. The dress 
of the men is made to fit quite close, and from some 
sketches in water colors, executed by Mr. Kern, they 
appear to display a very commendable degree of taste in 
the fashion of their apparel. The war dress is composed 
of whalebone and layers of well-dressed skins, securely 
fastened with the sinews of small animals, forming a coat 
of mail quite impenetrable to an arrow, their only weapon 
of warfare, and in fact the sole implement of offence or 
defence, employed in battle or in hunting by the tribes of 
this region. Although they have a regularly dedicated 
cemetery for the dead, they do not inter the bodies, but 
instead, the remains are laid upon the surface and covered 
with rocks to prevent their being disturbed by wild 
beasts. It may be hardly necessary to state that vegeta­
tion in this region is exceedingly sparse. Mr. Wright, the 
botanist, discovered some dwarf species of the willow, 
growing at an average height of one and a half inches. 
A considerable quantity of these "trees" were gathered 
and eaten as salad. Some other species of timber were 
found, none of which exceeded, when full grown, the 
height of two or three inches. The scarcity of fuel is, 
perhaps, the only reason why the natives eat their food 
raw; they seem to prefer cooked food, and will expend 
much time and exertion in the procurement of a few dry 
shrubs with which to build a fire. 
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" Their favorite dish is a stew of green herbs and 
whale's flesh, but as previously stated, their principal diet 
consists of raw whale's flesh which they eat with the same 
apparent relish, when newly killed, or after it has been 
buried for several months. 

" Lieutenant Brooke endeavored by many devices tc 
awaken in the mind of the old Chief some ideas regarding 
the existence of a Supreme Being, the Creator of the 
universe, and finally succeeded, although not without 
having to overcome many serious obstacles in presenting a 
theory to the perception of one so utterly destitute of 
knowledge beyond that acquired by the exercise of mere 
animal sense. The Indian evidently became interested in 
the conversation of Lieut. Brooke, and one day when they 
had been sitting a long time in argument upon this sub­
ject, the savage exclaimed in a tone of voice which suffi­
ciently indicated the birth of a new, though scarce}•· 
defined, thought-'' Good ! l\Lrn cannot make whale;:;.· 
Lieut. Brooke carefully followed up his method of instruc­
tion by simple illustration, and before he left Senivane he 
had the i;;atisfaction of knowing that his labors on the 
brain of the old Chief had not been thrown away. 

"During the whole period of their stay among the 
natives of Senivane, the Vincennes party had no evidence 
of any intention on the part of the natives of the place to 
molest them. On one occasion a party of whale hunters, 
belonging to a tribe fo·ing near East Cape, Yisited 
Senivane harbor, and some of the party were permitted to 
enter Lieut. Brooke's camp. After they had remained a 
sufficient length of time for a thorough inYestigation of the 
apartment, they were ordered to retire, and all but one, a 
surly looking follow, cheerfully complie(l with the order. 
The others remained outside, looking on with great interest, 
apparently watching to take sides with the refractory 
Indian in the case of intimidation on the part of white 
men. The moment was one of intense interest to the 
latter, surrounded by savages, ancl entirely unprepared to 
offer effectual resistance in case of an attack. The scene 
was one of short duration, however ; the Senivane Indians 
got silently tog.ether on the outside of the camp, but their 
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interference in behalf of the whites could not be counted 
upon; and determining to proceed in a manner which, if 
successful, would leave a lasting impression, Lieut. Brooke 
and Mr. Kem deliberately shouldered their rifles, and with 
measured strides marched up to the Indian on each side, 
and seizing him firmly by the shoulders, forced him along 
quiP.tly and with military dignity and precision to beyond 
the limits of the camp. The Indians were then informed 
that the first man who dared to cross the line defining the 
limits of the· camp, would be instantly shot dead. After 
this occurrence there was no more trouble, the Indians 
never offering to come within the prescribed limits without 
first getting permission. To men of less nerve and expe­
rience than the party under Lieut. Brooke, the exercise of 
~he moral as well as physical courage necessary to over­
come a band of savages, treacherous by nature, under 
such circumstances, would be a doubtful undertaking. 
The former experience of Mr. Kern eminently suited him 
for residence among the Indians at Senivane. It will be 
remembered that Mr. Kern was one of Colonel Fremont's 
party in the overland expedition to California in 1845. 
The famous "Kern River" is named after him. 

"The safety·of the party left at Senivane was perhaps in 
some degree owing to the fact that Commodore Rodgers 
threatened to destroy the place, if upon his return he 
should find any · cause of complaint against the natives. 
This undoubtedly had the effect to keep them in subjec­
tion at first ; but our informant believes that after the 1 

·~any exhibitions of mutual good feeling between the 
whites and the natives, an American or any considerate 
white man might pass a whole life among the Indians at 
Senivane without danger of molestation. One of the 
marines attached to Lieut. Brooke's party, was very desirous 
of being left among the Indians. II~. -stated his desire to 
open a school at Senivane, ancl instrue~ the ~atives in sue~ 
branches of education as colli ,e made applicable to theu­
understanding. Commodore !lodgers consi~ered himself 
unauthorized to grant the request of the marme, although 
he would have been glad to embrace s~ch. an opportunity 
to benefit· a race of people whose native mtelligence and 
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virtue seem to demand some immediate exertion in 
behalf of their enlightenment. No greater opportunity, 
nor more favorable, has ever offered for missionary labor ; 
and it is to be hoped that the subject will excite such 
interest as shall lead to the redemption of this race from 
the gloom of ignorance. In form, features, antl moral 
sentiments, if that term may be used in speaking of a 
people so benighted, they are greatly superior to many of 
the human races that have received enlightenment from 
missionary teaching, and certainly their claims are equal 
with the rest of mankind." 

In addition to the various tribes spoken of, 
many more could be mentioned-all speaking, 
different languages. It was found by the Hudson 
Bay Co~pany, and all the early traders, to be 
very difficult to trade successfully with them, as 
there was so little uniformity of language among 
them. Among such a ·rnst number of Indians 
and tongues, it was found that interpreters were 
not to be procured. It was important that some­
thing be done, then, to make a common language, 
or JARGON, that would be intelligible to all and 
easily learned. Accordingly a shrewd Scotchman 
undertook the task, and soon prepared a jargon, 
that has proved to be inimitable in its way. A 
number of Canadian French were then employed 
by the Company to learn this language; these 
were then sent to the various tribes, and succeeded 
w. imparting a knowledge of the language to some 
of the members of each tribe they visited. At 
the present time, it is spoken, more or less, by all 
the tribes and by all the whites in that region. 
The Scotchman was chosen to prepare the Ian• 
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guage on account of the shrewdness and per­
severance of his race, and the Canadian French 
to carry it to the Indians, from the facility with 
which they habituate themselves to the mode of 
life they were of necessity compelled to adopt in 
the performance of their mission . 

.A few remarks concerning this language will, 
perhaps, not be ill-timed; and they will serve to 
show the ingenuity and shrewdness of the Scotch­
man who prepared it. He availed himself of his 
knowledge of human nature-that men, no matter 
of what race, prompted, perhaps, by innate de­
pravity, will more readily learn, and retain in 
memory, any thing that is tainted with vulgarity 
or tinged with the appearance of wit or eccen­
tricity-to prepare this J.ARGON ; and we find it, 
therefore, a compound of blackguard English, low 
French, humorous Spanish, (words selected with­
out reference to their original meaning,) grafted 
on -the N OOTKA language as the main root or 
stock-that Leing the language spoken in common 
among the greatest number of Indians-with an 
occasional working in of words selected at random 
from various other Indian languages. Thinking 
that the reader might be interested in knowing 
how this JARGON sounds, I have selected a few 
words, with their respective significations, which 
may serve as a fair specimen of the language : 

Ten-nes, 
High-ess, 
Cock-sit, 
Pat-lack, 

Little. I Til-Ia-cum, 
Large. Clook-e-man, 
Broke. Rat-lak-tik, 

Give. Clooch-e-mup, 

Man. 
Woman. 
Brother. 

Sister. 
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Que-tan, Horse. 
Moos-moos, Cow, or Elk. 
Tip-sv Grass. 
Mo-\\;i~h, Deer. 
Eck-foot, Bear. 
Pow, Shoat. 
Cul-la-cpl-la, Duck, or Goose. 
High-ess cul-la-cul-la, Crane. 
Lo-har, Salmon. 
Mim-a-loos, Dead. 
Muc-a-muc, To eat. 
Clat-ta-wa, Go away. 
Cha-co, Come, or come back. 
11-la-he, Land. 
Chuck, Wa.ter. 
Salt Chuck, Sea, or Ocean. 
Ek-ice-man, l\loney. 
Si-wash, Indian. 

,Yaw-waw, Talk. 
Wake, Ko. 
"Take-six, No friend. 
.lkah, l\hself. 
~ico, You'rself. 
Na-nock, Look ahout. 
C1ose, Good. 
Cul-tis, Bad. 
Cum-tux, Understand. 
Wake cum-tux, S Dotn'tdunder-

) s an . 
Tum-tum, Heart. 
La-mah, Arm. 
Seu-cum, Strong. 
La-mah scu-cum, Armstrong. 
Cap-swal-low, Steal. 
Com-min-na-whit, You lie. 
Quash, · Afraid, cowardly. 

The writer, it will be perceived. does not 
receive a very euphonious appellation in this 
tongue. 

'l'he following table of words most in uf:e in the 
N ootka language will show what relation the two 
languages bear to each other : 

Check-up, Man. Sie-yah, Sky. 
Klootz-mah, Woman. Toop-elth, Sea. 
Noowexa, Father. Cha-hak, Fresh water. 
Hooma-hexa, Mother. l\[cetla, Rain. 
Tanassis, Child. Qucece Snow. 
Katlahtic, Brother. Noot-c6ee, Mountain or hill. 
Kloot-chem-up, Sister. Klat-tur-miss, Earth. 
Tanassis-chcck-up, Son. Een-nuk-see; Fire or fuel. 
Tanassis-klootz-mah, Daughter. Mook-see, Rock. 
Tau-hat-se-tee, Head. Muk-ka-tee, House. 
Kassee, Eyes. Wik, :Ko. 
Kap-se-up, Hair. He-ho, Yes. 
Naet:;a, Nose. Kak-koelth, Slave. 
Parpee, Ears. Mah-hack, Whale. 
Chee-chee, Teeth. Klack-e-mi!!, Oil. 
Choop, Tongue. Quart-lak, Sea-otter. 
Kook-a-nik-sa, Hands. Coo-coo-ho-sa, Seal. 
Klish-klin, Feet. Moo-watch, Bear. 
Oophelth, Sun or Moon. So-har, Salmon. 
Tar-toose, Stars. Toosch-qua, Cod. 
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Pow-ee, Halibut. 
IOoos-a-mit, Herring. 
Chap-atz, Canoe. 
Oo-wha-pa, Paddle. 
Chee-me-na, A fish-hook. 
Chee-men, Fish-hooks. 
Sick-a-minny, Iron. 
Toop-helth, Cloth. 
Cham-mass, Fruit. 
Cham-mass- { Sweet or pleasant 

ish, to the taste. 
Moot-sus, Powder. 
Chee-pokes, Copper. 
Hah-welks, Hungry. 
Nee-sim-mer-hise, Enough. 
Chit-ta-yek, Knife or Dagger. 
Klick-er-yek, Rings. 
Quish-ar, Smoke. 
Mar-met-ta, Goose or Duck. 
Pook-shit-tle, To blow. 
Een-a-qui-shit-tle { To kindle 

' a fire. 
Ar-teese, To bathe. 
Ma-mook-su-mah, To go to fish. 
Ar-smootish- } A . 

check-up, warrior. 
Ma-kook, To sell. 

Cha-al t-see-klat­
tur-wah. 

Kah-ah-pah-chilt, 

{ 
Go off, or 
go away. 

{ 
Give me 

something. 
Oo-nah, How many. 
I-yah-ish, Much. 
Kom-me-tak, I understand. 
I- ee-ma-hak { I do not under· 

Y ' stand. 
Em-me-chap, To play. 
Kle-whar, To laugh. 
Mac-kam-rnah- { Do you want 

sisb, to buy. 
Kah-ah-cob, Bring it. 
Sah-wauk, One. 
Att-la, Two. 
Kat-sa, Three. 
Mooh, Four. 
Soo-chah, Five. 
Noo-poo, Six. 
At-tle-poo, Seven. 
At-lah-quelth, Eight. 
Saw-wauk-quelth, Nine. 
Hy-o, Ten. 
Sak-aitz, Twenty. 
Soo-jewk, One hundred. 
Hy-e-oak, One thousand. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

At this point I must take leave of the reader. Following this 
volume, I shall soon issue a HISTORY OF THE INDIAN WAR IN 
OP.EGON, in the course of which I shall touch upon matters that, 
in some degree, pertain to the topics treated of in the present 
work, but which I have deemed more appropriate to be mentioned 
in connection ·with the War. Having been an active participant 
in that War, much concerning which I shall write fell under my 
personal observation ; and for the rest I shall draw upon the 
most authentic and reliable sources. 
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