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L ETTZE R CXXIIL

To Colonel Rivers, at Montreal.
Quebec, April 1y,
O W different, my Rivers, is your
H laft lettér from all your Emily
has ever yet received from. you!
‘What have 1 done to deferve fuch fufpi-

cions? How unjuft are your fex in all their

connexions with ours !
Vor. Ill. B Do
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Do I not'know leve? and does this re-
proach come from the man-on whom my
heart doats, the man,.whom to make happy,
1 would with tranfport teafe to live? can
you one moment doubt your Emily’s ten-
dernefs? have not her eyes, her air, her
ook, her.indifcretion, a thoufand times told
yon, in {pite .of herfelf, the dear fecret of
her heart, long before fhe was.confcious .of
the tendernefs of yours?

Did I think only .of myfelf, I .could live
with youin a defart; all places, all ficu-
ations, are equally charming tome,with you:
without you, the whole world affords no-
thing which .could give 2 moment’s pleafure
to your Emily.

Let-me butfee thefe eyes in which-the
tenderelt love is painted, let me but hear
that enchanting voice, I am infenfible to-all
elfe, I know nothing of what pafles around

me ;
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me ; all that has no relation to you pafles
away like a morning dream, the impreflion
of which is effaced in 2 moment: my ten-
dernefs for you fills my whole foul, and
leaves no room for any other idea. - Rauk,
fortune, my native country, my friends,
all are nothing in the balance with my
Rivers.

For your own fake, I once more entreat
you to return to England : I will follow
you; I will fwear never to marry another ;
1 will fee you, 1 will allow you to continue
the tender inclination which unites us.
Fortune may there be more favorable to
our withes than we now hope; may join
us without deftroying the peace of the beft
of parents.

But if you perfift; if you will facrifice
every confideration to your tendernels —
My Rivers, I have no will but yours.

B2 LET-
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L £ T T E R CXXIV.
To Mifs FErMoR, at Silleris

London, Feb. 17.
My dear Bell,

LU‘CY,‘ being deprived of the pleafure
of writing to you, as fhe intended, by
Lady Anne' Melville’s dining with her,
defires me to make her apologies.

Allow me to fay femething for myfelf,
and 1o-fhare my joy with ene who will, T am
{ure, fo'very fincerely fympathize with me
in it

I cowld not have believed, my dear Bell,
it ‘had been fo very eafy a thing to 'be
conftant: I declare, but don’t mention this,
left T thould be laughed at, I have never

felt



EMILY MONTAGUE g

felt the leaft inclination for any other
woman, fince I married vour lovelv friend.

¥ now fee a circle of beauties with the
fame indifference as a bed of fnowdrops :
no charms affe® me bur hers; the whole
cieation to me contains no other woman.

I find her every day, every hour, more
lovely ; there is in my Lucy a mixture of
modeflty, delicacy, vivacity, innocence, and
blauthing - fenfibjlity, whicly add a thoufand
unfpeakable graces- to the moft beautiful
perfon the hand of nature ever formed.

There is no defcribing her enchanting.
{mile, the fmile of unaffe@ted, artlefs tender-
nefs, How fhall I paint to you the fweet
involuntary glow of pleafure, the kindling:
fire of her eyes, when I'approach; or thofe
fhoufand little dear attentions of which love
alone knows the value?

B3 I never,.
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I never, my dear girl, knew happinefs
till now; my tendernefs is abfolutely a
fpecies of idolatry ; you cannot think what
a flave this lovely girl has made me,

As a proof of this, the little tyrant infifts
on my omitting a thoufand civil things I
had to fay to you, and attending her and
Lady Anpe immediately to the opera ; fhe
bids me however tell you, fhe loves you
paffing the love of woman, at leaft of hand-
fome women, who are not generally cele-
brated for their candor and goed will ‘to
each other.

Adieu, my deareft Bell!
Yours,

J. TempLE,

LET-
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et

LETTER CXXV
To Joun Temr e, Efg; Pall Mali.

Silleri, April 18.
INDEED :

* Is this that haughty, gallant, gay Lothas
“ rio,k
¢ That dear perfidions—"

Abfolutely, my dear Temple, the fex’
cought never to forgive Lucy for daring
to monopolize fo very charming a. fel-
low. I had fome thoughts of a limle
badinage with you myfelf, if I thould return
foon to England ; but I now give up the
very idea.

One thing [ will, however, venture to-
fay, that love Lucy as much as you pleafe,
you will never love her half fo well as. fhe

B4 deferves;
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deferves ; which, let me tell you, is a great
deal for one woman, efpecially, as you well
obferve, one handfome woman, to fay of
another.

I am, however, not quite clear your idea
is juft: cattifm, if 1may be allowed the ex-
preflion, feeming more likely 1o be the vice
of thofe who are conf{cicus of wanting them-
felves the dear power of pleafing.

Handfome women ought to be, what I
profefs myfelf, who am however only
pretty, too vain to be envious; and yet we
{ee, T amt afraid, too often, fome little fparks
of this ‘mean paflion between rival beau-
ties.

Impartially {peaking, Ibelieve the beft
natured women, and the moft free from
envy, are .thofe .who, without being very
handfome, have that je 7e fzai quoi, thofe

namelefs graces, which pleafe even without
beauty;
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‘beauty ; and who therefore, finding more
attention paid to them'by men than tHeir
Iooking-glafs. tells ‘them' they have a right
10 exped;, are for that' reafon in conftane
good humor:with them{elves, and- of cour{é
with every. body elfe: whereas beauties;
claiming univerfal empire, are at war witlt
all- who-difpute their- rights; that is, with
half the fex.

I am very good matured myfelf; but it is,
perhaps, becaufe, though a pretty woman,
I am more agreable than handfome, and
Have an infinity of the 7¢ n¢ [cai quoi,

A propos, my dear Teinple; I am fo
pleafed with what Montefquict fays on this
fubjed&, that 1 find it is not in my nature
to refift. tranflating "and inferting it ; you
cannot then fay . have. fent you a letter iy
which there is notling.worth reading.

Bs Iheg
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I beg you will read this to the mifles, for
which you cannot fail of their thanks, and
for this reafon ; there are perhaps a dozen
women in the world who do not think
themfelves handfome, but I will venture to
fay, not one who does mot think herfetf
agreable, and that fhe has this namelefs
charm, this fo much talked of I#now not
what, which is fo much better than beauty.
But to my Montefquieu :

“ There is fometimes, both in perfons
* and things, an invifible charm, a nataral
“ grace, which we cannot define, and
“-which we are therefore obliged to call the

‘¢ je ne frai quoi.

“ Tt feems to me that this is an effe®
* prindipally founded on furprize.

“ We are touched that a perfon pleafes
"¢ us more than the feemed at firft to have a
4 “ right
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“right to do; and we are agreably fur-
“ prized that fhe fhould have known how
“ to conquer thofe defefts which our eyes
“ thewed us, but which our hearts no
“ longer believe: ’tis for this reafon that
“ women, who are not handfome, have
“ often graces or agreableneffes; and that -
¢ beautiful ones very feldom have.

 For a beautiful perfon does generally
¢ the very contrary of what we expefted;
% fhe appears to us by degrees lefs amiable,
“ and, after having furprized us pleafingly,
“ fhe furprizes us in a contrary manner;
“ but the agreable impreflion is old, the
¢ difagreable onenew: “tis alfo feldom that
 beauties infpire violent pafions, which
¢ are almoft always referved for thofe who
¢ have graces, that is to fay, agreablenefles,
¢ which we did not expe&, and which we
* had no reafon to exped.

B¢ ¢ Magni-
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¢« Magnificent habits have feldom grace,
t¢ which the drefles of fhepherdefles often

* have.

“ We admire the majefty of the drape-
“ yies.of Paul Veronefe; but we are touched
s with.the fimplicity of Raphael, and the
¢ exaltnefs of Corregio.

¢ Paul Veronefe promifes much, and
* pays all he promifes ; Raphael and-Cor-
* regio promife little, and pay much, which
« pleafes us more.

« Thefe graces, thefe agreablenefles,
“ are found oftener in the mind = than
“in the countenance: the charms of a
¢ beautiful countenance are feldom hidden,
‘¢ they appear at firft view ; but the mind
“ does not-fhew- itfelf except by degrees,
¢ when it pleafes, and as much as it pleafes;
* it can. conceal itfelf in- order to appear,

“ and
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¢“.and give that fpecies ot furprize to which
“ thofe graces, of which I fpeak, owe their
“-exiftence.

“ This grace, this agreablenefs, is lefs
$in the countenance- than in the manner;
“ the - manner changes every inftant, and
“.can therefore every moment give us the
« pleafure of furprize: in one word, 4'wo-
“ man can be handfome but in one way,
¢« but the may bé agreable in a hundred
s thoufand.”

I like this doétrine of Montefquteu’s ex-
tremely, becaufe it gives every woman her
chance, and becaufe it ranks me aboye a
thoufand: handfomer women;, in the-dear
power of ;infpiting paffion.

Cruel:creature! why did you give me the
idea of flowers? I now envy ‘you your
foggy climate : the earth with’ you is at
this:-moment covered with a thoufand lovely

children
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children: of the {pring; with us, itis an uni-
verfal plain.of fnow.

Our beaux are-terribly at a lofs for fimi-
lies: you have lilies of the valley for com-
parifons; we nothing but what with the
idea of whitenefs gives that of coldnefs too.

This is all the quarrel I have with Ca-
nada: the fummer is delicious, the winter
pleafant with all its feverities; but alas!
the fmiling fpring is not here ; we pafs from
winter to fummer in an inftant, and lofe the
{prighily feafon of the Loves.

A letrer from the God of my idolatry—I
‘muft anfwer it inftantdy.

Adien! Yours, &c.

A. FErRMOR.

LET-
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LETTER CXXVL
To Captain FiTzcErRALD,

YE 8, 1 give permiflion; you may come
this afternoon: there is fomething
amufing enough in your dear nonfenfe; and,
as my father will be at Quebec, I fhajl
want amufement.

Tt will alfo furnith a litde chat for the
mifles at Quebec; a téte 2 téte with a tall
Irithman is a fubje& which cannot efcape
their {agacity.

Adieu! Yours,

LET-
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L ETTZER CXXVH
To Mrs. TemepLE, Pall Mall..
Silleri, Apnl 20.

A FTER my immenfe letter to your
love, my dear, you muft not expeét
me to fay much te your fair ladyfhip.

1 am glad to find you manage Temple fo
admirably; the wifeft, the wildeft, the
graveft, and the gayeft, are equally our
{laves, when we have proper ideas of petti-
coat politics.

I intend to compofe -a . code of laws
for the government of hufbands, and
get it tranflated into all the modern lan-
guages ;. which I apprehend will be of ine
finite benefit to the world,

e
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Do you know I am a greater fool thanl
imagined? You may remember I was always
extremely fond of fweet waters. I left them
off lately, upon an idea, though 2 miftaken
one, that Firzgerald did not like them: I
yefterday heard him fay the contrary; and,
without thinking of it, went mechanically
‘to my drefling-room, and put lavender wa-
ter on my handkerchief.

This is, I am afraid, rather a {trong
fymptom of my bei‘ng abfurd ; however, I
find it pleafant to be fo, and therefore give
way to it.

It is -divinely warm to-day, though the
fnow is ftll on the ground; jt is melting
faft however, which makes it impoffible for
me to get to Quebec, I fhall be confined
for at leaft a week, and Emily not with me:
I die for amufement. Fitzgerald ventures

ftill ac the hazard of his own neck and his
hories
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horfes legs ; for the latter of which animals
I have fo much-compaflion, that I have or-
dered both to ftay at home a few-days,
which days I fhall devote to fludy and con-
templation, and little pert chit-chats with
papa, who isten times more fretful at being
kept within doors than I am: I intend to
win a little fortane of him at piquet before
the world. breaks in upon our folitude.
Adieu! Iam idle, but always

Cour faithful
A.FerMor.

LETTZE R CXXVIIL
To the Earl of —.

Silleri, April zo.

’TIS indeed, my Liord, an advantage for
A which we cannot be too thankful to
the Supreme Being, to be-born in a coun-

try,
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try, whofe religion ‘and laws are fuch, as
would have been the obje&s of our wifhes,
had we been bern in any other,

Our religion, I would be underftood to
mean Chriftianity-in general; carries internal
conviction by the excellency of its moral
precepts, and' its tendency to make mankind
happy; and the peculiar mode of it
eftablithed in England breathes beyond
all others the mild {pirit of the Gofpel,
and that charity which embraces all man-
kind as brothers.

It is equally free from enthufiafm and
fuperftition ; its outward form is decent
and refpe@ful, without affefted oftentation ;
and what fhews its excellence above all
others is, that every other church allows
it 'to be the beft, except itfelf : and itis an
eftablithed rule, that he has an undoubted
right to the firft rank of merit, to whom
every man allows the fecond

As
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As 1o our governmenty it: wonld be am-
pertinent to praife it;- all mankind allow
it to be the mafter-piece of human wifdoms:

It has theadvantage of every other-form,
with as little of their inconveniences -as
the imperfe@tion attendant on all human
inventions will admit: it has the monarchic
quicknefs of execution and ftability, the
ariftocratic diffufive ftrength and wifdom
of counfel, the democratic freedom and
equal diftribution of property.

When I mention equal diftribution of
property, I would not be underftood to
mean fuch an equality as never exifted, nor
can exift but inidea; burthat general, that
comparauve equality, which leaves to every
man the abfolute and fafe pofleflion of the
fruits of his labors s which fofiens offenfive
diftinftions, and curbs pride, by leaving

every
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every order of men in fome degree de-
pendent on the - other ; and* admits of thofe
grentle and almoft imperceptible gradations;
which the poet fo well calls,

¢ Th’> according mufic of a well-mix’d
“ ftate.”

The princeis here a centre of union ; an
advantage, the want of which makes a
democracy, which is fo beautiful.in theory,
the very worlt of all poffible . governments,
except abfolute monarchy, in pradice,

I am called upon, my Lord, to go to the
citadel, to fee the going away of the ice;
an obje&t fo new to me, that 1 cannot refift
the curiofity T have to fec it, though my
going thither is attended with infinite
difficuley,

Bell infifts on accompayying me: I am

afraid for her, but the will not be refufed.
At
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At our return, I will have the honor
of writing again to your Lordthip, by the
gentleman who carries this to New York,

I have the honor. to be, my Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s, &c.

‘WM. FErRMOR,

LETTZER CXXX.

To the Earl of .

Silleri, April 20, Evening.

WE are returned, my Lord, from
having feen an obje& as beautiful

and magnificent in itfelf, as pleafing from
the idea it gives of remewing once more
eur intercourfe with Europe.

Before
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Before 1 {aw the breaking up of the vaft
hody of ice, which forms what is here called
the bridge, from. Quebec to Point Levi, I
imagined there could be nothing in it worth
attention ;. that the ice would pafs away,
or diflolve gradually, day after day, as the
influence of the {fun, and warmth of the air
and earth increafed ; -and that we fhould fee
the river open, without having obferved by
what degrees it became fo.

But I found the great river, as the fa-
~vages with much propriety call it, maintain
its dignity in this inftance as in all others,
and aflert its fuperiority over thofe petty
ftreams which we honor with the names of
rivers in England‘. Sublimity is the charac-
teriftic of this weltern world ; the loftinefs
of the mountains, the grandeur of the lakes.
and rivers, the majefty of the rocks fhaded
with pifturefque variety of beautiful trees
and fhrubs, and crowned with the noblcﬂ;

o
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of- the offspring of the foreft, which form
the banks of- the latter, are as much be-
yond the power of fancy asthat of defcrip-
tion: a landfcape-painter -might -here exe
pand his imagination, and find ideas' which
he will feek in vain in our comparatively
litle world.

The obje&t of which I am fpeaking has
all the American magnificence.

The ice before the town, or, to fpeak in
the Canadian ftile, #be bridge, being of a
thicknefs not lefs than five feet, a league in
length, and more than a mile broad, refifts
for a long time the rapid tide that attempts
to force it from the banks.

We are prepared by many previous cir-
cumitances to expeét fomething extraordi-
dinary in this event, if I may fo call it:
every increafe of heat in the weather for
near a month before the ice leaves the

banks,
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banks; every warm day gives you terror
in thofe you fee venturing to pafs it in car-
rioles; yet one frofty night makes it again
fo-ftrong, that even the ladies, and the timid
amongft them, fill venture themfelves over
ir parties of pleafure; though greatly
alarmed at their return, if a few hours of
uncommon warmth intervenes.

Bug, during the laft fortnight, the alarm
grows indeed a very ferious one: the eye
can diftinguith, even at a confiderable dif-
tance, that the ice is foftened and detached
from the banks; and you dread every ftep
being death to thofe who have ftill the te-
merity to pafs it, which they will continue
always to do till one or more pay their rafh-
nefs with their lives.

From the time the ice is no longer a
bridge on which you fee crowds driving
with fuch vivacity on bufinefs or pleafure,
every one is looking eagerly for its break-

Vor, 1§18 C ing
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ing away, to remove the bar to the conti-
nually withed-and expeéted event, of the
arrivalof thips from that world from whence
we have: feemed fo Jong in a manner - ex-
cluded,

. The hour.is come s I have been with a
crowd of .both fexes, and . all ranks, hail-
ing ithe- propiiious moment: our fituation,
on the top-of- Cape Diamond, gave us a
profpe& fome leagues above and below the
towny above Cape Diamond the river was
open,. it was o below Point Levi, the rapi-
dity:of the current having forced a paflage
tor the water under the tranfparent bridge,
which. for more than a league continued
trm.

We ftood waiting with all the eagernefs
of expectation ; the tide came rufhing with
an-amazing impetuofity ; the bridge feemed
to fhake, yet refifted the force of the wa-
tery ;. the tide recoiled, it made a paufe, it

ttoold
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ftood ftil, it returned with redoubled fury,
the immenfe mafs of ice gave way.

A vaft plain appeared in-motion; it ad-
vanced with foleinn and majeftic- pace: the
points of land on the banks of the river
for a few moments ftopped its progrefs ; but
the immenfe weight of fo prodigious a bedy,
carried along by a rapid current, bore down
all -oppofition with a force irrefiftible,

There is no defcribing how beautiful -the
opening river appears, every moment gain-
ing on the (ight, till, in a time lefs than'can
poflibly be imagined, the ice pafling Point
Levi, is hid in enc moment by the projeét-
ing land, and all is once more a clear plain
before you; giving at once the pleafing, but
unconnefted, ideas of that direé& intercourfe
with Europe from which we have been fo
many months excluded, and of thé earth’s
again opening her ferrile bofom, to feait
our eyes and imagination with her various

verdant and flowery produétions.
C =2 Iam
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1 am-afraid I have conveyed a very ina-
dequate idea of the fcene which has juft
pafled before me; it however ftruck me fo
itrongly, that it was impofiible for me not
10 attempt it

If my painting has the leaft refemblance
to'the original, -your Lordfhip will .agree
with me, that the very vicifirudes of fea-
fon here parteke of the fublimity which fo
frongly charaderizes the countey.

The changes of feafon in England, being
flow-and gradual, are but falntly feles but
being here fudden; inftasit,: violent, afford
to the mind, with the lively pleafure arifing
from meer change, the very high additional
oné of its being accompanied ‘with  gran-
dear. Y'have the honor to be,

‘My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s, &c.
WiLLiay Fermor,

LET-
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L ETTEDR C€X3x
To Mrs,. Temrrr. Pall Mall.

Avpril 29:

CERTAINLY, my dear, youare fo fac
A right; a nun. may be in many refpeds
a ‘lefs unhappy being than fome- women
who continue in the world ; her fitnation is,
I allew, paradife to.-that of a married wo-
man, of fenfibility and. honor. who diflikes.
her hufband.

The crueley therefore of fome parents.
here, who facrifice their. children to.ava-
rice, in forcing or feducing them into con-
vents, would appear more -ftriking, if we
did not:fee too many in England: guilty of
the fame inhumanity, theugh in a different
manner, by marrying them againft their
inclination.

C3 Your
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Your letter reminds me of what a French
married lady here faid to me on this very
fubjeét: 1 was exclaiming violently againit
convents ; and particularly urging, what I
thought unanfwerable, the extreme hard-
thip of one circamftance; that, however
unhappy the ftate was found on trial, there
was no retreat; that it was for Jife,

Madame De —— turned quick, “ And

»r

“ is not marriage for life!

“True, Madam; and, what is wWorfe, with-
““out a year of probation. I confefs the
“ force of your argument.”

T havé never dared fince to mention con-
vEnts before Madame De ——

Bétween you and |, Lucy, it is a litile un-
reafonable that people will come together
entirely upon fordid principles, and then

wonder
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I

J
wonder they are not happy: in delicatc
minds, love is feldom the confequence of
marriage.

It 13 not abfolutely certain that a mar-
riage of which love is the foundarion wii!
be happy; bur it is infallible; I believe,
that no other can be fo to fouls capabic o
tendernefs,

Half the world, you will pleafe to. ob-
{erve, have no fouls; atleaft none bur-of
the vegetable and animal kinds: to this {pe-
cies of beings, love and fentiment are en-
tirely unneceflary; they were made to wa-
vel through life in a ftate of mind neither
quite "awake nor afleep ; and it is perfeétly
equal to them in what company:they take
the journey.

You and I, my dear, are fomething
awakened; therefore it is neceflary - we
fhould love where we marry, and for this

C 4 reafon:
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teafdn: our fouls, being of the adtive kind,
can-never be totally'at reft; therefore, ‘if
we were: not 1o love our husbands, we
fhould be' ia dreadful - danger of loving
fomebody elfei

For;my. fpart,: whatever tall maiden
aunts and coufins may fay of the indecency
of a young woman’s diftinguithing one man
from. -another. and -of lave coming after
marriage ;I think marrying, in that expec-
tation. on fober pradent principles. a man
one diflikes, the .moft deliberaxe:andwﬂmmca;
ful-degree -of vice -of -which - the. human
mind is capable.

I cannot*help obferving here, that the
great aim of modern education feems to be,
to eradicate the beft impulfes 6 the human
heart, love, friendfhip, ‘Compaffion, bene-
volerce; to deftroy the focial, and encreafe
tlie felfifh principle. Parents wifely attempt
to root out thofe affettions which fhould

only
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only be dire&ted ro proper objedts, and which -
heaven gave us. as the means-of happinefs 5
not-confidering that the fuccefs. of fuch an
attempt is doubtful;. and that, if they fue-
ceed, they take from life all its fweetnefs,
and reduce it to a dull unaétive round of:
taftelefs days, fcarcely raifed above vege-
tation.

If my ideas of things are right, the hu
man-mind 1§ naturally virtuous; the bufi-
nefs of edugation is therefore lefs to giveus
good impreflions, ‘which we Ravé” from.nas
ture, thin te. ‘guard ‘us aguinft bad  énes,
which are generally acquired.

And.Ta ends my ferman.

Adjeu! my dear!
Your faithful

A. FerMer.

< A letter
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Aletter from your brother; I believe
the dear creaturé is out of his wits: Emily
has confented to marry him, and one would
imagine by his joy that nobody was ever
married before.

He is going to Lake Champlain, to fix on
his {eat of empire, -or rather Emily’s; for
1 fee' the will be the reigning queen, and
he only her majefty’s confort.

Tam going to Quebec; two or three dry
days have made the roads paffable for fum-
mer carriages: Fitzgerald is come to fetch
me. Adien!

Eight o’clock.

I am come back, have {een Emily, who
is the happieft woman exifting ; the has
heard from your brother, and in fuch

terims—
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terms—his letter breathes the very founl of
tedernefs.. I with ‘they were richer. 1
don’t half relith their fettding in Canada;
but, rather than not live together, I'believe:-
they would confent 1o be. fet athore on.a
defart ifland. Good night.

L ET T E R CXXXIL
To. the Earl of ——.
Silleri, April 25.

THE pleafure the mind finds in travel-
ling, has undoubtedly,, my. berd, is
fuarce in that love of novelty, that delight
i acquiring new ideas, which is interwoven
in ‘its very frame, which fhews irfelf on
¢very occafion from infancy. to uge, which:
5 the firft pafion of the human. mind,,
and the laft,

C 6 There
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Fhere is nothing the mind of man abhors
fo much as.a ftate of reft: the great-fecret
of trippinefs isto'keep the foul in continual
a&ion, “without thofe violent - exertions,
whith wear out- its powers, and-dull its ca-
pacity of enjoyment; it fhould have exer-
cife. not labor.

"Vice may juftly be called the fever of the
foul; inadtion its lethargy; paflion, under
the guidtnce of virwe, irs health,

T have the pleafure to fee my daughter’s
coquetty giving place to 2 tender affeCtion
for-a very worthy man, who feems formed
to make her happy: his fortune is eafy; he
is a2 gentléman, and a man of worth and
honar, and, what perhaps inclines me to be
more partial to Lim, of my own profeflion.

I mention the lalt circumftance in order
to iutroduce a requeft, that your Lordthip
B would
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would have the goodnefs to employ that in-
tereft for him iw the purchafe -of 'a’majo-
rity, which-you have fo generoufly offered
to “me; I am determined, as. there is, no
profpe& of real duty, to quit the army, and
retire to that quiet which is fo:pleafing at
my. time . of life: I am privately in treaty
with a gentleman for my company, and
propofe returning to England ia the firlt
thip, to give in my refignation: in this point,
as well as that of ferving Mr. Fitzgerald, I
fhall without {cruple call upon your.Lord-
thip’s friendfhip.

I have fettled every thing with Fitzge-
rald, but without faying a word to Bell ;
and he is to féduce her into matrimony as
foon -as he can, without my appearing at
all interefted in the affair: heis o afk my
confent in form, though we have alpeady
Tettled cvery preliminary.

All
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All this, as well as my intention of quit-
tung the army, is-yet a fecret to my daughter.

Bur to' the queltions your Lordfhip does
me the honor to afk me in regard to the
Americans, ‘¥ mean thofe of our cld colo-
nies: they appear to me, from all I have
heard and feen of them, a rough, ignoran,
pofitive, very felfith, yet hofpitable peo-
ple.

Strongly atsached to their own opinions,
but {till more fo to their interefts, in re-
gard ro which' they have inconceivable fu-
gacity and addrefs; but in all other re-
ipetts I think naturally inferior to the Ku-
ropeans; as education does fo much, it is
however difficult to afcertain this.

I am ‘rather of opinion they would not
have refufed fubmiffion to the ftamp a&, or
difputed the power of the legiflature at

homs,
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home, had not their minds been firft embit-
tered: by what touched their interefts fo
nearly, the reftraints laid on their trade
with the French and Spanifh fettlements, a
trade by which England was an immenfe
gainer; and by which only a few enor-
moufly rich Weft India planters were hurt.

Every advantage you give the North
Americans in trade centers at laft in the mo-
ther country; they are the bees, who roam
abroad for that honey which enriches the
paternal hive.

Taxing them immediately after their
trade is reftrained, feems like drying up the
fource, and expe&ing the flrcam to fow. .

Yet too much care cannot be taken. to

fupport the majefty of government, and
affert the dominion of the parent country.

A good
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A good mother will confult the intereft
and happinefs of her children, but will ne-
ver fuffer her authority to- be difputed::

-An.equal mixture of mildnefs and {pirit
¢cannor fail of bringing thefe miftaken pea-
ple, mifled by a few of violent temper ana
ambitious views, into a juft fenfe of their
duty.

I have the honorto be,
My Lord, &c.

WirriaM FERMOR.
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L. E 1T T E R CXXXII,
To Mrs. TexprE. Pall Mall,
May 5.

HAVE got my Emily again, ta my great

joy; I am nobody without her. As the
roads are already very good, we walk and
ride perpetually, and amufe ourfelves as
well as we can, en attendant your brother,
who is gone a fettlement hunting.

‘The quicknefs of vegetation in this coun-
try is aftonithing ; though the hills are ftill
covered with fnow, and though it even con-
.tinues in fpots in the vallies, the latter
with the trees and fhrubs in the woods are
already in beautiful verdure; and the earth
every where putting forth flowers in a wild
and lovely variety and profufion.

‘T
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"Tis amazingly pleafing to fee the {traw-
berries and wild panfies peeping their little
foolith heads from beneath the fnow.

Emily and Lare prodigioufly fond after
having been feparated; it is a divine relief to
us both, to have again the delight of ralking
of oor lovers to each other: we have been
a month divided ; and -neither of us have
had ‘the confolatioh of a friend to be foolifs
to:

Fitzgerald dines with-us: he comes.
Adien | yours,

A. Fermor.

LET-
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LETTZETZR CXXXuL
To the Earl of ——.

Silleri, May g.
My Lord,

I HAVE been.converfing, if the exprei-
fion is not improper when I bave not
had an-opportunity of fpeaking a fyllable,
more than two hours with a French officer,
who has declaimed the whole time with the
moft aftonifbing. volubility, without utter-
ing one word whiclr could cither entertain
or inftru& his hearers; and even without
ftarting any thing that deferved the name
of a thought.

People who have no ideas out of the
common road are, I believe, generally the
greateft talkers, becaufe all their thoughts
are low enough for common ¢onverfation ;

whereas
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whereas thofe of more elevated underftand:
ings have ideas which.they cannot eafily
communicate except to perfons of equal ca-
pacity with themielves.

This might be ‘brought as an argument
of the inferiority of womens underflanding
to ours, as they are generally greater talkers,
if we did not confider the limited and tri-
fling educations we give them ;. men, amongft
other advantages, have that of acquiring 2
greater variety as well as fublimity of ideas.

Women who have converfed much with
men are undoubtedly in general the moft
pleafing companions ; but this only, thews
of what they are capable when properly
educated, fince they improve fo greatly by
that accidental and limited opportunity of
acquiring know]edge.

Indeed the two fexes are equal gamers,
by converfing with each other: there isa
mutual
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J.

mutual defire of pleafing, in a2 mixed con-
verfation, reftrained by politenefs, which
fets every amiable quality in a ftronger
light.

Bred in ignorance from one age to ano-
ther, women can learn little of their own
fex.

T have often thought thiis the reafon why
officers daughters are in general more agre-
able than other women in an equal rank of
life.

Tam almioft tempted to bring Bell as an
inftance ; but I know the blindnefs and par-
tiality of nature, and therefore check what
paternal tendernefs would diftare.

I am fhocked at what'your Lordfhip tells
me of Mifs H——. I know her imprudent,
I believe her virtuous: a great flow of {pi-
rits has been ever hurrying her intc indif-

cretions;
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cretions; but allow me to fay, my Lord, it
is particularly. hard to fis the charaéter by
our conduf}, at-.a time of life when we are
not competent judges of our own adtions;
and when the hurry and vivacity of youth
carries us to commit a thoufand follies and
indifcretions, for which we bluth when thé
empireof reafon begins.

Inexperience and opennefs of temper be-
tray us in early life into improper connex-
ions; and the very conftancy, and neblencfs
of nature, which chara&erize thebeft hearts,
continue the delufion.

I know Mifs H-—— perfeétly; and am
convinced, if her father will trear her asa
friend, and with the indulgent tendernefs of
affection endeavor to wean her from a choice
fo very unworthy of her, he will infallibly
fucceed 5 but if he weats her with hacth-
nefs, theis loft for ever.

1 IR
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He is too ftern in his behaviour, too ri-
gid in his morals: it is the intereft of virtue
to ‘be repréfentéd as theis, lovely, fmiling,
and ever walking hand in hand with plea-
fure: we were formed to be happy, and
to contribute to the happinefs of our fellow
creatures ; there are no real virtues but the
focial ones.

*Tis the enemy of human kind who has
thrown around us the gloom of fuperftition,
and taught that aufterity and voluntary mi-
fery is virtue.

If moralifts would indéed improve human
nature, they fhould endeavor to expand,
not to contra@ the heart ; they thould build
their fyftem on the paflions and affec-
tions, the only foundationsof the nobler
virtaes.

From
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From the partial reprefentations of - nar-
row-minded bigots, who ‘paint the Deity
from their,own gloomy conceptions, the
young are too often frighted from the paths
of virtue ; defpairing of ideal perfedtions,
they give up all virtue as unattainable, and
ftart afide from the road which they falfely
fuppofe ftrewed With thorns.

I have ftudied the heart with fome atten-
tion; and am convinced every parent, who
will take the pains to gain his childréns
friendfhip, will for ever be the gunide 'and
arbiter of their conduct: I {peak from a
happy experience.

Notwithftanding all my daughter fays'in
gaiety of heart, the would fooner even fe-
linquith the man the loves,. than offend a
father in whom fhe has always found the
tendereft and moft faithful of friends. Iam

interrupted,
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have the honor to be,
My Lord, &¢.
‘WM. FERMOR.

L E T T E R CXXXIV,
To Mrs. TrariEg, Pall Mall.
Silleri; May 13.

] ADAME Dcs Roches has jull left us;

the returns to-day to the Kamarafkas:

fhe came to take leave of us, and thewed a
concern at parting from Emily, which
really affected me. She is a moft amiable wo-
man; Emily and fhe were in tears at part-
ing; yet 1 think my fweet friend is not
forry for her return: fhe loves her, but
yet cannot abfolutely forget fhe has been
her rival, and is as well fadsfied that fhe
‘feaves Quebcecbefore your brother’s wrvival.
Vor. 1L D The
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The weather is lovely ; the earth is in all
its verdure, the trees in foliage, and ne
fnow but on the fides of the mountains; we
are looking eagerly out for fhips from dear
England: I expe& by them volumes of let-
ters from my Lucy. We expeét your bro-
ther in a week : in fhort, we are all hope
and expe&ation; our hearts beat at every
rap of the door, fuppofing it brings intel
ligence of a fhip, or of the dear man,

Fitzgerald takes fuch amazing pains to
pleafe me, that I begin to think it is pity
fo much attention fhould be thrown away;
and am half inclined, from meer compaf-
fion, to follow the example you have fo
-heroically fet me.

Abfolutely, Lucy, it requires amazing
refolution to marry.
Adieu! yours,
A FERMOR.
LET-
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L E TV U E R CXXXV.
To Colenel RivEirs, at Montreal.

Silleri, May 14.

AM returned, my Rivers, to my fweet
L friend, and have again the dear delight
of talking of you without reftraint; fhe
bears with, fhe indulges me in, all my weal-
nefs; if that name ought to be given toa
tendernefs of which the objet'is the moft
exalted and worthy of his fex,

Tt was impoflible I (hould not have loved
you; the foul that fpoke in thofe eloquent
eyes told me, the firft moment we met, our
hearts were formed for each other; I faw
in that amiable countenance a fenfibility
fimilar to my own, but which I had dll
then fought in vain; I faw there thofe be-
nevolent {miles, which are the marks, and

D: the
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the emanations of virtue; thofe thoufand
graces ‘which ever accompany a mind con-
{cious of .its own dignity, and fatisfied with
itfelf 5 in fhort, that mental beauty whichis
the exprefs image of the Deity.

What defence had T againit you, my Ri-
vers, fince your merit was fuch thatr my
reafon approved the weaknefs of my heart?

We have 16t Madame Des Roches ; we
were both in tears at parting ; we embraced,
I prefled her to my bofom : I love her, my
dear Rivers; I have an affeftion for her
which 1 {carce know how to defcribe. I
faw her every day, I found infinite pleafure
in being with her; fhe talked of you, fhe
praifed you, and my heart was foothed; I
however found it impoflible to mention your -
name to her; a referve for which I cannot
account ; ¥ found pleafure in looking at her
from the idea that {he was dear to you,
that fhe felt for you the tendereft friend-

fhip:



EMILY MONTAGUE. 53

refemblance of you? there is fomething
in her fmile, which gives me an idea of
vou.

Shall I, however, own all my folly? I
never found this pleafure in fecing her
when you were prefent: on the contrary,
your attention to her gave me pain: I was
jealous of every look; I even faw lher
amiable qualities with 2 degree of envy,
which checked the pleafure I thould otliei-
wife have found in her converfation.

There is always, I fear, fome injufiice
mixed with love, at leaft with love fu
ardent and tender as mine.

You, my Rivers, will however pardon
that injuftice which is a proof of my excefe
_of tendernefs.

Madame Des Roches has promifed to
write to me: indeed I will love her ; I wiil
D 3 conquer
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conquer this litle remain of jealonfy, and
do juftice to the moft gentle and amiable
of women.

Why fhould I diflike her for feeing you
with my eyes, for having a foul whofe
feelings refemble my own ? '

1 have obferved ler voice is foftened,
and trembles like mine, when fhe names
you,

My Rivers, you were formed' to charm
the heart of woman; there is more plea-
fure in loving you, even without the hope
of areturn, than in the adoration of all your
fex: Ipity every woman who is fo infenfible
s to fee you withourt tendernefs. "T'his is
the only fault I ever found in Bell Fermor :
fhe has the moft lively friendfhip for you,
but fhe has feen you without love. Of
what materials mult her heart be com-
rofed?

No
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'No-other man can indpire the fame fen-
timents with my Rivers; no other man can
deferve them: the delight of loving you
appears to me fo fuperior 1o all.-other
pleafures, that, of all human beings, if {
was not Emily Montague, I would ‘ he
Madame Des Roches.

I bluth for what I have written;; yet why
blafh for having a foul to diftinguith per-
fe&tion, or why conceal the real feelings of
my heart?

I will never hide a thought from you;
you thall be at once the confidant and the
dear obje& of my tendernefs.

In what words—my Rivers, you rule
every emotion of my heart; difpole as you
pleafe of your Emily : yer, if youallow her
to form a with in oppofition to yours; in-
dulge her in the tranfport of returning you

D 4 to
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to your friends ; let her receive you from
the hands of a mother, whofe happinefs
you.ought to prefer even to hers.

Why will you talk of the mediocrity of
your fortune? have you not enough for
every real want! much lefs, with you,
would make your Emily bleft: what have
the trappings of life to do with happinefs?
*tis only facrificing. pride to love and filial
tendernefs ; the worft of human paffions to
the beft.

1 have a thoufand things to fay, but am
forced to fleal this moment to write to you:
we have fome French ladies here, who are
cternally coming to my apartment.

They are at the door. Adien!

Yours,

EmiLy MoNTAGUE.

LET-
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LETTZER CXXXVI,

To the Earl of ——,
Silleri, May 2.

T were indeed, my Lord, to be withed

that we had here {chools, at the ex-
pence of the public, to -teach Englifh to
the rifing generarion : -nothing is a'{tronger
tie of brotherhood and affedion, a greater
cement of union, then {peaking one com-
mon language. ‘

The want of attention to this circum-
ftance has, T am told, Lad the worft efeds
pollible in the province of New York,
where the people, cfpeﬂmlly at a diftance
from the capiw!, continuing to {peak
Putch, retain their affedlion for theic
ancicnt malters, - znd (il look on their

g Foglth
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Englith fellow fubjédts as flrangers and
intruders.

The Canadians are the more cafily to
be won to this, or whatever elfe their own,
or the general good requires, as their
nobleffe have the ftrongeft attachment to
a coutt, and that favor is the great obje&
of ‘their ambition: were Englifh made by
degrees the court Janguage, it would foon
be univerfally fpoke.

Ot the three great iprings of the buman
héart, intereft, pleafure, vanity, the laft
appears to me much the ftrongeft in the
Canadians 3 and- I am convinced the moft
forcible tie their noblefle have to France,
15" their unwillingnefs to part with their
croix de St. Louis: might not therefore
fome order of the fame kind be inftiruted
for Canada, and given to all who have
the croiy, on their fending back the enfigns

thiey
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they now wear, which are inconfiftent with
their allegiance as Britifh fubjedts

Might not fuch an order be contrived,
to be given at the diferetion of the gover-
nor, as well to the Canadian genticmen
who merited moft of the government, as to
the Englifh officers of a certain.rank, and
fuch other Englifh as purchafed eftates,
and fettled in the country ! and, to give it
additional luftre, the governor, for the time
being, be always head of the order?

Tis peflible fomething of the fame kind
all over America might be allo of fervice;
the paflions of mankind dre nearly the fame
every where : at leaft Inever yer faw the
foil or climate, where vaniry did not grow ;
and till all mankind become philofophers,
it is by their paffions they muft be
governed,

D s The
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The common people, by whom I mean the
peatantry, have been great gainers here
by the change of mafters; their property
is more fecure, their independence greater,
their profits much more than doubled : it
is not them therefore whom it is neceflary
1o gain.

The noblefle, on the contrary, have been
in a great degree undone : they have loit
their employs, their rank, their confider-
ation, and many of them their fortunes.

It is therefore equally confonant ro good
policy and to humanity that they fhould be
confidered, and in the way moft acceptable
to them; the rich conciliated by liule
fonorary diftin&ions, thofe who are other-
wife by fharing in all lucrative emplays;
and all of them by bearing a part in the
legiflature of their country.

The
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The great objefts here feem to beto
heal thofe wounds, which pait unhappy
difputes have left flill in fome degree
open; to unite the French and Englifh,
the civil and military, in one firm body ;
to raife a revenue, to encourage agriculture,
and efpecially the growth of hemp and
flax ; and find a ftaple, for the improvement
of a commerce, which at prefent labors
under a thoufand difadvantages.

But I fhall fay little on this or any poli-
tical fubjeét relating to Canada, for a reafon
which, whillt I am in this colony, it would
look like flattery to give: let it fuffice to
fay, that, humanly fpeaking, it is impoflible
that the inhabitants of this province {hould
be otherwife than happy.

I have the honor to be,
My Lord, &o.
WirLiaxy FERMOR.
LET-
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LETTE R CXXXVIL

To Mrs. Temrrg, Pall Mall.
Silleri, May 20.

CONFESS the fad, my dear; ! am,

thanks to papa, amazingly learned, and
all that, for a young lady of twenty-two:
yet you will allow 1 am not the worfe 5 no
creature breathing would ever find it out:
envyy itfelf muft confefs, I talk of lace and
blond like another chriftian woman,

L have been thinking, Lucy, as indeed
my ideas are generally a little pindaric,
how entertaining and improving would be
the hiftory of the human heart, if people

“fpoke all the truth, and painted themfelves
as they really are: that isto fay, if all the
world were as fincere and honeft as I am
for,upon my word, I have fuch a contempt

for
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for hypocrify, that, upon the whole, I have
always appeared to have fewer good qua-
lities than I really have.

I am afraid we fhould find in the beft
charadters, if we withdrew the veil, a mix~
wure of errors and inconfiftencies, which
would greatly lefien our veneration,

Papa has been reading me a wife le&ure,
this morning, on playing the fool: I re-
minded him, that I was 'now arrived at
years of indifcretion 3 that every bedy muft
have their day; and that thofe who did not
play the fool young, ran a hazard of doing
it when it wonld not half fo well become
them. '

4 propos to playing the fool, I am ftrong-
ly inclined to believe I {hall marry.

Firzgerald is fo aftonithingly prefling —
Befides, fome how or other, T don’t feel:
happy
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happy without him: the creature has
fomething of a magnetic virtue; I find
myfelf generally, without knowing it, on
the fame fide the room with him, and often
in the next chair; and lay a thoufand little
fchemes to be of the fame party at cards.

I write pretry fentiments in my pocket-
book, and carve his name on trees when
nobody fees me: - did you think it poffible
I could be fuch an ideot ?

Fam- as abfurd as cven the gentle love~
fick Emily.

I am thinking, my dear, how happy it is,
fince moft human beings differ fo extremely
one from another, that heaven has given us
the fame variety in our taftes.

"Your brother is a divine fellow, and yet
there is a faucinels abeut Fitzgerald which
pleafes me better; as he has rold ‘me a

thoufand
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thoufand times, he thinks me infinitely more
agreable.than Emily.

Adieu! Iam going to Quebec.
Yours,

A. Ferymonr,

L ET T E R CXXXVIL

To Mrs. TEmprLE, Pall Mall
May 20, Evening,

O triumphe! A fhip from England!
You can have no idea of the univerfal
tranfport at the fight; the whole town was
on the beach, eagerly gazing at the charm-
ing ftranger, who danced gaily on the
waves, as if confcious of the pleafure fhe:

infpireds
If
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If our joyis fo great, who preferve a
correfpondence with Europe, . through our
other colonies, during the winter, what
muft that of the French have been, whe
were abfolutely fhat up fix months from
the reft of the world ?

I can fcarce conceive a higher delight
than - they muft have felt at being thus

reflored to a communication with man-
kind.

The letters are not delivered ; our fer-
vant {tays for them at the poft-office ; we
expedt him every moment: if I have not
volunes from you, I fhall be very angry.

He comes. Adieu! T have not patience
to wait their being brought up ftairs.
Yours,
A. FerMmor,
They
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Theyare here; fix letters from you ;
I fhall give three of them to Emily
to read, whilft I read the reft : you
are very good, Lucy, and I will
never call you lazy again.

L ETTUZE R CXXXIX,
To Mifs FER MoR, at Silleri.

Pall Malt, April 8,

‘ ‘ 7 HILST I was fealing my letter,
I received vours of the 1ft of Fes

bruary.

I am exceffively alarmed, my dear, at
the account it gives me of Mifs Montague’s
having broke with her lover, and of my
brother’s extreme affetion for her.

Idid
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¥ did ‘not dare to let my: mother fee thar
letter, as I am convinced .zhe very idea of
a marriage which muft for ever feparate
ker from a fon fhe loves to idolatry, would
be fatal tq her ;. fhe is altered fince his
leaving 'Engl"and more than you can ima-
gine ; the is grown pale and thin, her. viva-
city has entirely left her. Even my mar-
riage fcarce. feemed to give her pleafure;
yet fuch is her delicacy, her ardor for his
happinefs, fhe will mot fuffer me to fay
this to him, left it fhould conftrain him,
and prevent his making himfelf happy. in
his.own way. 1 often find her in tears in
her apartment; fhe affe@s a fnile when {he
fees me, but it is a fmile which cannot
deceive one who knows her whole foul as
I do. In fhort, I am convinced fhe will
not live long unlefs .my brother returns,
She never names him without being foft-

ened to a degree not to be exprefled.
Aaniiable
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Amiable and levely as you reprefent this
charming woman, and great as the facrifice
is fhe has made to my brother, it feems almoft
cruelty to wifh to break his attachment to
her ; yet, fithated as they are, what can be
the confequence of their indulging their
tendernefs at prefent, but ruin to both?

At all events, however, my dear, I in-
treat, I conjure you, to prefs my brother’s
immediate rerurn to England; f am con-

yinced, my mother’s life depends on feeing
him.

I have often been tempted to write to
Mils Montague, to ufe her influence with
him even againft herfelf.

If fhe loves him, {he will have his true
happinefs at heart; fhe will confider what
a mind lJike his muft hereafter fuffer,
fhould his fondnefs for her be fatal to th{(;

H be
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beflt of mothers; fhe will urge, the will
oblige him to return, and ‘make this ftep
the condition of preferving her tenden
nefs.

Read this letter to her ; and tell her, 1t is
to her affeftion for my brother, to her ge-
nerofity, I truft for the life of a parent whe
is dearer to me than my exiftence.

Tell her my heart is hers, that I will re-
ceive her as my guardian angel, that we
will never part, that we will be friends,
that we will be fifters, that I will omit
nothing poflible to make her happy with
my brother in England, and that I have
very rational hopes it may be in time dc-
complifthed ; but that, if the marries him in
Canada, and fuffers him to purfue his pre-
fent defign, fhe plants a dagger in the bo-
fom of her who gave him life.

2 I fcarce
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T fearce know what I would fay, my dear
Bell ; but I am wrerched 5 1 have no hope
but in you. Yer if Emily is all you re-
prefent her —

I am obliged to break off: my mother is
here ; the muft not fee this letter..

Adieu! your affe@tionate

Lucy TeyMrLE,

LET-
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LETTER CXIL

To Mrs. TemrLE, Pall Mall.

Silleri, May 21.

O UR letter of the 8th of April, my

dear, was firt read by Emily, being
one of the three I gave her for that pur-
pofe, as I before mentioned.

She went through it, and mehing into
tears, left the room without fpeaking a
word: fhe has been writing this morning,
and I fancy to youn, for fhe enquired when
the mail fet out for England, and feemed
pleafed to hear it went to-day.

1 am exceffively fhocked at your account
of Mrs. Rivers: aflure her, in my name, ol
your brother’s immediate return; 1 know
both Iim and Emily too well to believe

they
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they will facrifice her to their own happi-
nefs: there is nothing, on the contrary,
they will not fuffer rather than even af-
fli& her.

Do not, however, encourage an idea of
ever breaking an attachment like theirs;
‘an attachment founded lefs in paflion than
in the tendereft friendfhip, in a fimilarity
of charafter, and a fympathy the moft per-
fe&t the world ever faw.

Let it be your bufinefs, my Lucy, to en-
‘deavor to make them happy, and to re-
move the bars which prevent their urion
in England; and depend on feeing them
there the very moment their coming is
pofiible.

From what I know of your brother, 1
fuppofe he will infift on marrying Lmily
Before he leaves Quebec; but, after yout

Vor. 1L E letter,
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letter, which I fhall fend him, you may
loak on his return as infallible,

1 fend all yours and Temple’s letters for
your brother to-day: you may expe to
hear from him by the fame mail with
this,

I have only to fay, I am,
A. FerMors

LETTER CXLL
To Colenel Rivers, at Quebec.

{.ondon, April 8.

NI Y own happinefs, my dear Rivers,
in a marriage of love, makes me
extremely unwilling to prevent your giving
way to a tendernefs, which promifes you
the fame felicity, with fo amiable a wo-
2 man
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man as both you and Bell Fermor repre-
fent Mifs Montague to be.

But, my dear Ned, I cannot, without
betraying your friendfhip, and hazarding
all the quiet of yeur future days, difpenfe
with myfelf from telling you, though I
have her exprefs commands to the con-
trary, that the peace, perhaps the life,
of your excellent mother, depends on your
giving up all thoughts of a fettlement in
America, and rewurning immediately 1o

England.

1 know the prefent {tate of your affairs
will not allow you to marry this charming
woman here, without defcending from the
fitnation you have ever held; and which
you have a right from your birth to hold,
in the world.

Would you allow me to gratify my friend-
thip for you, and thew, at the fame time,
JONE your
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your perfett efteem for me, by command-.
ing, what our long affeltion gives you a.
right to, fuch a part of my fortune as I
could eafily fpare without the leaft incon-
venience to myfelf, we might all be happy,
and you might make your Emily fo: but
you have already convinced me, by your
refufal of a former requeft of this kind,
that your efteem for me is much lefs warm
than mise for you; and that you do mnot
think I merit the delight of making yoy
happy.

1 will therefore fay no more on this fub-
jeét tll we meer, than that I have no doubt

this letter will bring you immediately t
us.

If the tendernefs you exprefs for Mifs
Montague is yet conquerable, it will furely
be better for both it fhould be conquered,
as fortune has been fo muck lefs kind 1o
each of you than nature ; but if your hearts

are
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are immoveably fixed on each other, if
your love is of the kind which defpifes
every other confideration, return to the
bofom of friendfhip, and depend on cur
finding fome way o make you happy.

If you perfitt in refufing to fhare my
fortune, you can have no objeétion to my
ufing all my intereft, for a friend and bro-
ther fo defervedly dear to me, and in whof.,
happinefs I fhall ever find my own.

Allow me now to fpeak of myfell ;1
mean of my dearer felf, your amiabi:
filter, for whom my tendernefs, inftead .
decreafing, grows every moment ftronger.

Yes, my friend, my fweet Lucy is every
hour more an angel: her defire of being
beloved, renders her a thoufand times more
lovely ;5 a countenance animated by true
tendernefs will always charm beyond all

E 3 the
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the dead uninformed features the hand of
nature ever framed ; love embellithes the
whole form, gives fpirit and foftnefs to the
eyes, the moft vivid bloom to the com-
plexion, dignity te the air, graee to every
motion, and throws round beauty almoft
the rays of divipity.

In one word, my Lucy was always more
lovely than any other woman; fhe is now
more lovely than even her former felf.

You, my Rivers, will forgive the over-
flowings of my fondnefs, becaufe youknow
the merit of its objed.

Adieu! We die to embrace you!

Your faithful

J. Tesree.

LET-
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L E U T E R CXLIL
To Mrs. Texprre, Pall Malk

Silleri, May 2y,

OUR letter, Madam, to Mifs Fer-

mor, which, by an accident, wus
firt read by me, has removéd the veil
which love had placed before mine eyes,
and fhewed me, in one moment, the folly
of all thofe dear hopes I had indulged.

You do me but juftice in believing e
incapable of fuffering your brother to fa-
crifice the peace, much lefs the life, of an
amiable mother, to my happinefs: T have
no doubt of his returning to England the
moment he receives your letters; Dut,
knowing his tenderncfs, I will not expofe
him to a ftruggle on this occafion: T will

E 4 myflelf,
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myfelf, unknown ‘to him, as he is fortu-
na;tely abfent, embark in a fhip which has
wintered here, and will leave Quebee in
ten days.

Your imnvitation is very obliging ; but a
moment’s refleGion will convince you of

the extreme impropriety of my accepting
it

Aflure Mrs. Rivers, that her fon will not
lofe a moment, that he will probably be
with her as foon as this letter ; affure her
alfo, that the woman who has kept him
from her, can never forgive herfelf for
what fhe fuffers.

I am too much afflited to fay more than
that
I am, Madam,

EmiLy MonTaGUE.

LET-
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LETTZER CXLIIL
To Mifs MonTacuE, at Silleri,

Montreal, May 20,

IT is with a pleafure no words can ex-

prefs T tell my fweet Emily, I have
fixed on a fituation which promifes every
advantage we can wifh as to profit, and
which has every beauty that nature can

give.

The land is rich, and the wood will more
than pay the expence of clearing it; there
is a fertlement within a few leagues, on
which there is an extreme agreable famil; :
a number of Acadians have applied to me.
to be received as fettlers: in fhort, my
dear angel, all feems to fmile on our de-

fign.
E: 1 have
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I have fpent fome days at the houfe of
a German officer, lately in our fervice, who
is engaged in the fame defign, but a little
advanged in it. I have feen him increafing
every hour his little domain, by clearing
the Tands; he has built a preuy houfe in
2 beautiful ruftic ftyle: I have feen his
plealing labors with inconceivable delight..
I already fancy my own fettlement ad-
vancing in beauty : I paint re. myfelf my
Ewmily adorning thole lovely fhades; 1 fee
her, like the mother of mankind, admiring
a mew creation which fmiles around
her: weappear, to my idea, like the firft
pair in. paradife.

I hope to be with you the 1ft of June>
will you allow me to fet down the 2d as
the day which is to affure 10 me a life of
happinefs?

My
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My Acadians, your new fubjedts, are
waiting in the next room to fpeak with
me.

All good angels guard my Emily.

Adicu! your
Ep. Rivers.

L ETTZE R CXLV.

To Mrs, TEmprLE, Pall Mall,
Silleri, May 24.

MILY has wrote to you, and ap-
pears more compofed ; the does not
however tell me what the has refolved ; fhe
has only mentioned a defignr of fpending a
week at Quebee. T fuppofe the will take
no refolution till your brother comes
e down ¢
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down : he cannot be here in lefs than ten
days.

She has heard from him, and he has
fixed on a fettlement: depend however on
his return to England, even if it is not to
ftay. 1 with he could prevail on Mrs. Ri-
vers to acompany him back. The advan-
tages of his defign are too great to Jofe;
the voyage is nothing ; the climate healthy
beyond all conception.

I fancy he will marry as foon as he comes
down from Montreal, fet off in the firft
fhip for England, leave Emily with me,
and return to us next year : at leaft, this is
the plan my heart has formed.

I with Mrs. Rivers had born his abfence
better ; her impatience tw fee him has
broken in on all our fchemes ; Emily and
I had in fancy formed a little Eden on Lake
Champlain : Fitzgerald had promifed me

t to
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to apply for lands near them; we thould
have been .fo happy in our little new
world of friendfhip.

There is nothing certain in this vile ftate
of exiftence: I could philofophize ex-
tremely well this morning.

All our little plans of amufement too
for this fummer are now at an end ; your
brother was the foul of all our parties.
Fhis is a trifte, but my mind to-day feeks
for every fubje¢t of chagrin.

Let but my Emily be happy, and T will
not complain, even if I lofe lier: I have a
thoufand fears, a thoufand uneafy reflec-
tions : if you knew her merit, you would
not with to break the attachment.

My {weet Emily is going this merning to
Quebec ; T have promifed to accompany
her, and the now waits for me.

I can-
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I cannot write ¢+ 1 have a heavinefs abous
my heart, which has never left me fince I
read your letter. ’Tis the only difagreable
one I ever received from my dear Lucy:
¥ am not fure I love you fo well as before
I faw this letter. There is fomething un-
feeling in the ftyle of it, which I did nos¢
expet from you.

Adieu ! your faithful
A. FErmMoRr.

L ET TE R CXLV
To Mrs. TEmMrLE, Pall Mall.
“Silleri, May 25.

I AM unhappy beyond -all words; my
fweet Emily is gone to England ; the
fhip failed this morning: I am juft re-

wirned
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turned from the beach, after condudting
ber on board.

I ufed every art, every perfuafion, i
the power of friendfhip, to prevent her
going till your brother came down; but
all I faid was in vain. She told me, “fhe
knew oo well her own weaknefs to hazard
feeing him; that fhe alfo knew his ten-
dernefs, and was refolved to fpare him the
firuggle between his affe®on and hig
duty ; that the was determined never to
marry him but with the confent of his
mother ; that their meeting at Quebec,
fituated as they were, could only be the
fource of unhappinefs to both; that her
heart doated on him, but that the would
never be the caufe of his ading in a man-
ner unworthy his charadter: that the would
fee his family -the moment fhe got to
London, and then retire to the houfe of a
relation in Berkfhire, where fie would
wait for his arrival.

‘

That
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That fhe had given you her promife,
which nothing fhould make her break, to
embark in the firft (hip for England.”

She exprefled no fears for herfelf as to:
the voyage, but trembled at the idea of
her Rivers’s danger.

She fat down feveral times yefterday to
write to him, but her tears prevented her :
fhe ar ladt affumed courage enough to tell
him her defign ; bur it was in fuch terms
as convinced me fhe could not have pur-
fued it, had he been here.

_dhe went to the thip with an appear-
ance of calmnefs that aftonithed me; but
the moment the entered, all her refolution
forfook het : {he retired with me to her
room, where fhe gave way to all the
agony of her foul.

The
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The word was given to fail; I was fum-
moned away ; fhe rofe hattily, the prefled
me to her bofom, ¢ Tell him, faid fhe, his
¢ Emily” — fhe could fay no more.

Never in my life did I feel any forrow
equal to this feparation. Love her, my
Lucy; you can never have half the ten-
dernefs for her fhe merits,

She ftood on the deck till the fhip turned
Point Levi, her eyes fixed paffionately on
our boat.

Twelve o’clock.

I have this moment a letter from your
brother to Emily, which fhe direéted me to
open, and fend to her; I inclofe it to you,
as the fafeft way of conveyance: there is
one in it from Temple to him, on the fame
fubje& with yours to me.

Adieu!
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Adien! I will write again when my
mind is more compofed.

Yﬂur‘S’v

A, Fermor.

L ETTUER CXLVL
To Mifs MoxTAGUE, at Silleri.

Montreal, May 28,

IT was my with, my hope, my nobleft
ambition, my dear Emily, to fee you
in a fituation worthy of you; my fanguine
temper flattered me with the idea of feeing
this with accomplithed in Canada, though
fortune denied it me in England.

The
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The letter which I inclofe has put an
‘end to thofe fond delufive hopes: I muft
return immediately to England; did not
my own heart diftate this ftep, I know too
well the goodnefs of yours, to expeét the
continnance of your efteem, were I capable
of purchafing happinefs, even the happinefs
of calling you mine, at the expence of my
mother’s life, or even of her quiet.

I muft now fubmit to fee my Emily
in an humbler fituaticn ; to fee her want
thofe pleafures, thofe advantages, thofe
honors, which fortune gives, and which the
has fo nobly facrificed to true delicacy of
mind, and, if I do not flatter myfelf, to
her generous and difinterefted affedtion for

me.

Be affured, my dearelt angel, the incon-
veniencies attendant on a narrow fortune,

the only one I have to offer, fhall be
foftencd
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foftened by all which the moft lively efteenr,
the moft perfedt friendfhip; the tendereft
love, can infpire; by that attention;: that
unwearied folicitude to pleafe; of which the
heart alone knows the value.

Fortune has no power over minds like
ours; we poflels a treafure to which all
fhe has to give is nothing, the dear exquifite
delight of loving, and of being beloved.

Awake to all the finer feelings of tender
efteem, and. elegant defire, we have every
real good in each other.

I thall hurry down, the moment I have
fettled my affairs here; and hope foon to
have the tranfport of prefenting the moft
charming of friends, of miftrefles, allow me
to add, of wives, to a mother whom I love
and revere beyond words, and to whom: the
will foon be dearer than myfelf..

My
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My going to England will detain me at
‘Montreal a few days longer than I intend-
ed; a delay Ican very ill fupport.

Adieu! my Emily! no language can
cxprefs my tendernefs or my impatience.

Your faithful

Ep. Rivers.

L ETTE R CXLVIL
To Joun TempiLi, Efg; Pall Mall.

Montreal, May 28,

CANNOT enough, my dear Temple,
thank you for your laft, though it
deftroys my air-built fcheme of happinefs.
Could
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Could I have fuppofed my mother would
thus feverely have felt my abfence, I had
never left England ; to make her eafier,
was my only motive for that ftep.

1 with pleafure facrifice my -defign of
fertling here to her peace of mind; no
confideration, however, fhall ever make me
give up that of marrying the beft and
moft charming of women.

T could have withed to have had a
fortune worthy of her; this was my wifh,
not that of my Emily ; fhe will with equal
pleafure fhare with me poverty or riches:
I hope her confent to marry me before I
leave Canada. I know the advantages of
affluence, my dear Temple, aud am too
reafonable to defpife them; I would only
avoid rating them above their worth.

Riches
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Riches undoubtedly purchafe a variety
of pleafures which are not otherwife to be
obtained; they give power, they give
honors, they give confequence ; but if, to
-enjoy thefe fubordinate goods, we muft
give up thofe which are more effential,
more real, more fuited to our natures,
1 can never hefitate one moment o deter-
mine between them.

I know nothing fortune has to beftow,
which can equal the tranfport of being
dear to the moft amiable, moft lovely of
womankind.

The ftream of life, my dear Temple,
ftagnates without the gentle gale of love;
1ill I knew my Emily, tll the dear moment
which affured me of her tendernefs, I could
fcarce be faid to live.

Adieu! Your affe@ionate
Ep. Rivers.
LET-



96 THE HISTORYOF

L ETTZER CXLVIIL

To Mrs. Temrrz, Pall Mall.

Silleri, June 1.

C AN write, [ can talk, of nothing but

Emily; I never knew how much I loved
her till the was gone: I run eagerly to
every place where we have been together ;
every fpot reminds me of her ; I remember
a thoufand converfations, endeared by
confidence and affetion: a tender tear
ftarts in fpite of me: our walks, our air~
ings, our pleafing little  parties, all rufh
at once on my memory: I fee the fame
lovely fcenes around me, but they have
loft half their power of pleafing.

1 vifit every grove, every thicket, that
fhe loved ; 1 have a redoubled fondnefs for
every obje& in which fhe took pleafure.

Firzgerald
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Fitzgerald indulges me in this enthu-
flafin of friendfhip; he leads me to every
place which can recall my Emily’s idea;
he fpeaks of her with a warmth which
fhews the fenfibility and goodnefs of his
own heart; he endeavors to foothe me by
the moft endearing attention.

What infinite pleafure, my dear Lucy,
there is in being truly beloved! Fond as 1
have ever been of general admiration, thut
of all mankind is nothing to the leaft mark
of Fitzgerald’s tendernefs.

Adieu! it will be fome days before I can
fend this letter.

June 4.

The governor gives a ball in honor of
the day; 1 am drefling to go, but without
my fweet companion: every hour I feel
more fenfibly her abfence.

Vor. IIL F We
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3th.

We had lalt night, during the ball, the
moft dreadful ftorm 1 ever heard; it {cemed
to fhake the whole habitable globe.

Heaven preferve my Emily from its
fury: I have a thoufand fears on her ac-
count.

Twelve o’clock,

Your brother is arrived ; he has been
here about an hour: he flew two Silleri,
without going at all to Quebec; he en-
quired for Emily ; he would not believe
the was gone.

There is no exprefling how much he was
fhocked when convinced the had taken this
woyage without him ; he would have fol-

lowed
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lowed her in an open boat, in hopes of
overtaking her at Coudre, if my father ho
not detained him almoft by force, and at
laft convinced him of the 1mpo’hbxlxty of
overtaking her, as the winds, h aving been
conftantly fair, muft before this huvc car-
ried them out of the river.

He has {ent his fervant to Quebec, with
orders to take paflage for him in the firft

thip that fails; his impatience is not to be
defcribed.

He - came down in the hope of marrying
her here, and conducting her himfelf to
England ; he forms to himfelf a thoufand
dangers to her, which he fondly fancies his
profence could have averted: in fhort, he
has all the unreafonablenets of a man iz
love.

F e I pro-
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I propofe fending this, and a large packes
more, by your brother, ‘unlefs fome i
peéted opportunity offers before.

Adien! my dear!

Yours,
A. FERMOR.

L ETTZE R CXLX,

To Mrs. TeMmprEe, Pall Mall
6th,

YO U R brother has taken his paffage in
a very fine fhip, which will fail the
toth; you may expe&t him every hour
after you receive this; which I fend, with
what I wrote yefterday, by a fmall veflel
which fails a week fooner then was in-

tended.
Rivess
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Rivers perfuades Fitzgerald to apply for
the lands which he had fixed dpon on Lake
Champlain, as he has no thoughts of ever
returning hither,

I will prevent this, however, if I have
any influence: T cannot think with patience
of contimiing in America, when my two
amiable friends have left it; I liad no mo-
tive for withing a fettlement here, but 1o
form a little fociety of friends, of which
they made the principal part.

.Befides,  the fpirit of emulation would
have kept up my courage, and given fire
and brilliancy to my. fancy.

‘Emily and I fhould have been trying
who had the moft lively genius at‘crc‘ation;
who could have produced the faireft flowers;

who have formed the woods and rocks into
F 3 the
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the moft beautiful arbors, viftoes, grot.
toes; have taught the ftreams to flow in the
moft pleafing meanders; have brought into
view the greateft number and variety of
thofe lovely little fails of water with which
this fairy land abouads; and thewed mature
in the faireft form.

In thort, we fhould have been continually
endeavoring, following the luxuriancy of
female imagination, to render more charm-
ing the fweer abodes of love and friend-
thip; whillt our heroes, ‘changing their
fwords inta plough:fhares, and engaged in
mere fubftantial; mere profitable labors,
were clearing land, raifing cattle and corn,
and doing every thing becoming good far-
mers; or, to exprefs it more poetically,

“ Taming the genius of the ftubborn plain,

“ Almolt as quickly as they conquer’d
‘¢ Spain :*

By
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By which I would be utiderftood tomean
the Havannoh, where, vanity apart,.F am
twld both of them did their dury,:and a lit-
tle more, if 2 man can in. fuch. g eafe he
faid to do more.

In.one word, they wouil have been ita-
dying the uleful, to fupport us; we the agre-
able, to pleale and amufe them; which I
take to be afligning to the two fexes the
employmentsfor which nature imended thiain,
notwithftanding the vile example of  the
favages to the contrary.

There are now no farmercfles in,Gana-
da worth my. contending, with ;. therefore
the whole pleafure of the thing would be
at an end, cven on the fuppofition that
friendthip had not been the foul of our
defign.

Fa Say
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Say every thing for me to Temple and
Mrs. Rivers; and to my deareft Emily, if
arrived, -

Adicu! your faithful
A, FErRMoR,

LETTER CL
To the Earl of ——.
Silleri, June 6, 1767,

ET is very true, my Lovrd, that the jefuit
miffionaries #ill continue in the Indian
villages in Canada; and~b am afraid'it is
no lefs true, that they ufe cvery art to in-
ftill into thofe people an averfion to the
Englifh ; at leaft I have been told this by
the Indians themfelves, who feem equally
furprized and piqued that wz do not fend
miflionaries amongft them.

Their
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Their ideas of chrittianity are extremely
circumfcribed, and they give no prefeience
to one mode of our faith above another ;
they regard a miffionary of any nation as a
kind father, who comes to inftru@ them in
the beft way of worfhiping the Deity, whom
they fuppofe more propitious to the Luro-
peans than to themfelves; and as an am-
baffadar from the prince whofe fubje& he
is: they therefore think it 2 mark of honor,
and a proof of efteem, to reccive miffiona-
ries; and to our remifinefs, and the French
wife attention on this head, is owing the
estreme attachment the greater part of the”
favage nations have ever had to the latter.

The French miflionaries, by ftudying
their language, their manners, their tem-
pers, their difpofitions; by conforming to
their way of life, and ufing every art to
gain their efteem, have acquired an infli-
ence over them which is {carce to be.con:

s ceived ;
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céived ; nor would it be difficult for ours
to do-the fame, were they judicioudly chofe,
and properly encouraged.

1 believe T have faid, that there is a firik-
ing, refemblance between the manners of
the ‘Canadians ‘and the favages; I fhould
have explained it, by adding, that this re-
{emblance. has been brought abeut, not by
the French-baving won the favages to re-
ccive Earopean manners, but by the very
contrary 3 the peafants having acquired the
favage indolence in peace, their alivity and
ferocity in -wary their fondnefs for- field
fports, their hatred of. labor ; their love of
awandering life, and of liberty; in thé
latter. of which they have been in fome
degree indulged, the laws here being much
milder, and more. favorable to the people,
than in France.

Many of .the othicers alfo, and thofe of
yank in the colony troops, have been
adopted
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adopted into the favege.tribes; and there'is
ftronger evidence than, for the honor iof
humanity, { would with-there was, that fome
of them have led the-death dance =t
the exccution of Englith captives, have even
partook the horrid repaft, and. imitared
them in all their cruelties; crueltics, which
to the eternal difgrace; not only of our holy
religion, but even- of our nature, thefe
poer people, whofe ignorance is their ex«
cufe, have been infligated (0, both by the
Yrench and Englith colonies; who, with a
fury woly diabolical, have offered rewards
to thofe who brought. in the fealps:of their
enemics.  Rouffeau has taken grear pains
to prove that the moft unculiivated nations

are the moft. virmoust 1. have alt-due re-
fpe& for this philofopher; of whofe writings:
1 am an enthufiaftic admirer ; but I have. a
ftill greater refpeét for truth, which I be-
lieve is not in thissinftunce on his'frde.

There is lictle reafon to Loalt of tHe vir-

tnes of a people, who are fuch brutal flaves
o
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to their appetites as to be unable to avoid
drinking brandy w an' excefs {carce to be
conceived, whenever it falls in their way,
though eternally lamenting the murders
and other atrocious crimes -of which:they
are fo perpetually guilty when under it
influence,

Tt is unjuit to fay we have corrupted
them, that we have-taught them a vice 10
which we are ourfelves not addi&ed; both
French and Englith are in general fober: we
have indeed given them the means of in-
tovicetion, which they had not before their
intercourfe with us; but he muft be indeed
tond of praifing them, who makes a virtue
of theiy having been fober, when water
was the only liquor with which they were
acquainted.

From all that T have obferved, and heard
of thefe peerls, it appears to me an un-
deubted 104, thar the moil civilized Indian

nations
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nations are the moft virtuous ; a fa& which
thakes direftly againft Rouffean’s ideal
fyftem. '

Indeed all fyftems make againft, inftead
of leading to, the difcovery of truth,

Pere Lafitau has, for this reafon, in his
very learned comparifon of the manners
of the fayages with thofe of the firft ages,
given a very imperfe&t account of In-
dian manners; he is even fo candid as to
own, he tells you nothing but what makes
for the fyftem he is endeavering to efta-
blith.

My with, on the contrary, is not to
make truth fubfervient to any favorite fen-
timent or idea, any child of my fancy; but
to difcover it, whether agreable or not to
my own opinion.

My accounts may thercfore be falfe or

imperfe@ from miftake or mifinformation,
but
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but will never be defignedly warped. from
truth.

That the favages have virtues, candor
mult own; but only a love of paradox
can make any man affert they have more
than polifhed nations.

Your Lordfhip alks me what is the ge-
neral moral charafter of the Canadians;
they are fimple and hofpirable, yet ex-
tremely attentive to interefl, where it
does not interfere with that lazinefs which
is their governing paflion.

They are rather devout .than virtuous ;
have religion without morality, and a fenfe.
of honor without very ftri& honetty.

Indeed I beliecve wherever fuperttition
reigns, the moral fenfe is greatly weakened ;
the ftrongeft inducement to the praice of
morality is removed, when people are

brought
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brought to belieye that a few outward ce-
remonies will compenfate for the wang of
virtue.

" I myfelf heard a man, who had raifed 2
large fortune by very indire& means, con-
fefs his life had been contrary to every
precept of the Gofpel; but that he hoped
the pardon of Heaven for all his fins, as
he intended to devote one of his daughters
to a conventual life as an expiation.

This way of being virtuous by proxy, is
¢ertainly very eafy and convenient to fuch
finners as have children to facrifice.

By Colonel Rivers, who leaves ﬁs ina
few days, I intend myfelf the lonor .of
addrefling your Lordthip again.

1 have the honor to be
Your Lordfhip’s, &c.
W, Feryvox
LET.
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L ETTZE R CXLZX

To the Farl of ——.
Silleri, June g.
Y O UR Lordfhip will receive this from

the hands of one of the mofl wor-
thy and amiable men I ever knew; Colonel
Rivers, whom I am particularly happy in
having the honor to introduce to your
Lordfhip, as I know your delicacy in the
choice of friends, and that there are fo
few who have your perfe&t efteem and con-
fidence, that the acquaintance of one who
merits both, dt his time of life, will be
regarded, even by your Lordfhip, as an ac-
quifition.

"Tis to him I fhall fay the advantage I
procure him, by making him known to a
nobleman, who, with the wililom and ex-

perience
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perience of age, has all the warmth of
heart, the generofity, the rfoble confidence,
the enthufiafm, the fire, and vivacity of
youth.

Your Lordfhip’s idea, in regard to Pro-
teftant convents here, on the fgoting of
that we vifited together at Hamburgh, ‘is
extremely well worth the confideration of
thofé¢ whom' it may concern ; efpecially if
the Romith ones are abolifhed, as will moft
probably be the cafe.

The noblefle have numerous families,
and, if there are no convents, will be at a
lofs where to educate their daughters, as
well-agavhere t6 difpofe of thofe who do not
marry in a reafonable time: the conve-
nience they find in both refpedts from
thefe houfes, is one {trong motive to them
“to continue in thgir ancient religion.

As
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As 1 would however prevent thé more
ufeful, by which I mean the lower, part
of the fex from entering into this {tate, I
would with only the daughters of the
feigneurs to have the privilege of becom-
ing nuns: they fhould be obliged, on tak-
ing the vow, to prove their noblefle for
ar leaft three generations; which would
fecure them refped, and, at the fame time,
prevent their becoming too numerous.

They fhould take the vow of obedience,
but mot of celibacy 5 and referve the
power, as at Hamburgh, of geing out 10
marry, though on no other confidera-
tion.

Your Lordfhip may remember, every nun
at Hamburgh has a right of marrying, ex-
cept the abbefs ; and thut, on vour Lord-
hip’s telling the lady who then prelided,
aud who was young “and very handfome,

you



EMILY MONTAGUE., 113

you thought this a hardfhip, the anfwered
with great fpirit, * O, my Lord, you know
“ it is in my power to refign.”’

[ refer your Lordfhip to Colonel Rivers
for that farther information in regard to
this_colony, which he is much more. able
o give you than I am, having vifited every
part of Canada in the defign of fettling
i it

I have the honor to be,
My Lord, &c.

W, Fermoxrs

Your Lordfhip’s mention of nuns has
brought to my memory a little anccdote
on this fubje&, which I will tell you.

I was, a few mornings ago, vifiting a
French lady, whofe very bandfome daugh-
ter, of almoft fixteen, told me, fhe was

going
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going into a convent. I enquired which
fhe had made choice of : the faid, ¢ The
* General Hofpital.,”

“I am glad, Mademoifelle, you' have
*“ not chofe the Urfulines; the rules arefo
 very fevere, you would have found them
% hard to conform 10."”

‘¢ Asto the rules, Sir, I have no objec-
“tion to their feverity; but the habit of
“ the General Hofpital—"

I fmiled.

“Is {o very light—"

“ And fo becoming, Mademoifelle.”

-She fmiled in-her turn, and I left her
fully convinced of the fincerity of her vo-

cation, and the great propriety -and hu-
manity
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manity of fuffering young creatures to
chufe “a kind of life fo repugnant to hu-
man nature, at an age when they are fuch °
excellent judges of what will make them

happy.

L ETTZETR CL

To Mrs. TEMPLE, Pall Mall.

Silleti, June g.

I SEND this by your brother, who fails
t0-IMOrTOWs

Time, I hope, will reconcile me to his
and Emily’s abfence 5 but at prefent I can-
not think of lofing them without a de-
jection of mind which takes from me the
very idea of pleafure.

I can-
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I conjure you, my dear Lucy, ;to do
every thing poflible to facilitate their
union ; and remember, that to your requet,
and to Mrs. Rivers’s tranquillity, they have
facrificed every profpeét they had of hap-
pinefs.

I would fay more ;. but my fpirits are &
affefted, I am incapable of writing:

Love my fweet Emily, and let her not
repent the generofity of her condu&.

Adicu! your affc&ionate

A. FERMOR.

LET:
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LETTE R CL
To Mrs, TemrLE, Pall Mall

Silleri, June 10, Evening.

Y poor Rivers! I think I felt more

from his going than even from
Emily’s : whilft he was here, I fcemed not
quite to have loft her: I now feel doubly
the lofs of both.

He begged me to fhew attention to
Madame Des Roches, who he aflured me
merited my tendercft friendfhip ; he wrote
to her, and has left the letter open in my
care: itis to thank her, in the moft affe&tion-
ate terms, for her politenefs and friend-
thip, as well to himfelf as to his Emily;
and to offer her his beft fervices in England
in regard to her cftate, part of which fome

4 peop!e
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people here have very ungeneroufly ap--
plied for a grant of, on pretence of its not
being all fertled according to the original
conditions.

He owned to me, he felt fome regret at
leaving this amiable woman in Canada, and
at the idea of never feeing her more.

I love him for this fenfibility; and for
his delicate attention to one whofe difinter-
-efted affeion for him moft certainly de-
{erves it.

Fitzgerald is below, he does all poflible
to confole me for the lofs of my friends;
but indeed, Lucy, I feel their abfence moft
feverely.

I have an opportunity of fending your
brother’s letter to Madame Des Roches,
which I muft not lofe, as they are not very

a

2 frequent :
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frequent : ’tis by a French gentleman who
is now with my father.

Adiea! your faithful,

A. FERMOR.

Twelve at night.

We have been talking of your brother ;
! have been faying, there is nothing I fo
much admire in him as that tendernefs of
foul, and almoft female fenfibility, which
is fo uncommon in a fex, whofe: whole
education tends to harden their hearts.

_ Fitzgerald admires his fpirir, his under-
ftanding, his generofity, his courage, the
warmth of his friendfhip.

My father his knowledge of the world;
not that indiferiminate fufpicion of man-
Vor. Il G inad
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kind which is falfely fo called; but that
clearnefs of mental {ight, and difcerning
faculty, which can diftinguifh virtue as well
as vice, wherever it refides.

-« 1 allo love in him,” faid my father,
“ that noble fincerity, that integrity of
« charaéter, which is the foundation of all
¢ the virtues.”

« And yer, mydear papa, you would
 have had Emily prefer to him, that wbhite
“ curd of affes milk, Sir George Clayton,
« whofe higheft claim to virtue is the con-
¢« ftitutional abfence of vice, and who
« never knew what it was to fee!l for the
¢ {orrows of another.”

“ You miftake, Bell: fuch a preference
¢ was impoflible ; but the was engaged to
« Sir George; and he had alfo a fine for-
“tune. Now, in thefe degenerate days,
“ my dear, people muft eat; we have loft

“ all
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< all tafte for the airy food of romances,
« when ladies rode.behind their enamored
 knights, dined luxurionfly on a banquet
¢ of haws, and quenched their thirft at the
 firft fiream.”

¢ But, my dear papa—"
“ But my dear Bell -

I faw the fweet old man look angry, fo
chofe. to drop the fubject; but Ido aver,
now he is out of fight, that haws and a
pillion, with fuch a noble fellow as your
brother, are preferable 1o ortolans and a
coach and fix, with fuch a piece of ftill life
and infipidity as Sir George.

Good night! my dear Lucy.

G 2 LET-
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L ET T E R CLIL
To Mrs. TEMPLE, Pall Mall.
Silleri, June 17,

Have this moment received a packet of

letters from my dear Lucy; Ifhall only
fay, in anfwer to what makes the grearteft
part of them, that in a fortnight I hope
you will have the pleafure of feeing your
brother, who did not hefitate one moment
in giving' up to Mrs. Rivers’s peace of
mind, all his pleafing profpeéts here, and
the happinefs of being united to the woman
he loved.

You will nort, I hope, my dear, forget
his having made fuch a facrifice: but I
think too highly of you to fay more on
this fubje@t. You will receive Emily as a
friend, as a fifter, who merits all your

efteem
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efteem and tendernefs, and who has loft all
the advantages of fortune, and incurred the
cenfure of the world, by her difinterefted
attachment to your brother,

1 am extremely forry, but not {urprized,
at what you tell me of poor Lady H .
I knew her intimately ; {he was facrificed at
eighteen, by thé avarice and ambidion of
her parents, to age, difeafe, ill-nature, and a
covonet 3 and her death is the narural con-
fequence of her regret: fhe had a foul
formed for friendfhip; fhe found it not at
home ; her elegance of mind, and native
probity, prevented her feeking it abroad ;
fhe died a melancholy vi&tim to the tyranny
of her friends, the tendernefs of her
heart, and her delicate fenfe of honor.

If her father has any of the feelings of
humanity lefr, what muft he not fuffer on
this occafion ?

G 3 It
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Tt is a painful confideration, my dear,
that the happinefs or mifery of our lives
are generally determined before we -are
proper judges of either.

Reéftrained by cuftom, and the ridicu-
lous prejudices of the world, we go with
the crowd, and it is late in life before we
dare to think.

How happy are you and I, Lucy, in
having parents, who, far from forcing. our
inclinations, have not even endeavored
to betray us into chufing from fordid mo-
tives! They have not labored to fill-our
voung hearrs with vanity or avarice ; they
have ‘left us thofe virtues, thofe amiable
qualities, we received from nature. They
have painted to us the charms of friend-
fhip, and not taught us to value riches
above their real price.

My
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My father, indeed, checks a certain
excefs of romance which there is in my
temper ; but, at the fame tme, he never
encouraged my receiving the addrefles of
any man who had only the gifts of forcune
to recommend ‘him; he even advifed me,
when very young, againft marrying an
officer in his regiment, of a large fortune,
‘but an unworthy charaer.

If T have any knowledge of the human
-heart, 1t will be my own faule if I am not
happy with Fiizgerald.

I am only afraid, that when we are mar-
ried, and begin to fettle into a calm, my
volatile difpofition will carry me back to
coquetry : my paflion for admiration is
naturally ftrong, and has been increafed
by indulgence ; for without vanity 1 have
been extremely the tafte of the men.

G 4 I have
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1 have a kind of an idea it won’t be long
before I try the ftrength of my refolution,
for I heard papa and Fitzgerald in high
confultation this morning.

Do you know, that, having nobody to
love but Fitzgerald, I am ten times more
enamored of the dear  creature than
ever ! My love is now like the rays of the
fun colleéted.

He is fo much here, I wonder 1 don®t
grow tired of him ; but fomehow he has
the art of varying himfelf beyond any
man I ever knew: it was that agreable
variety of charatter that firft ftruck
me; I confidered that with him I fhould
have all the fex in one; he {ays the fame
of me; and indeed, it muft be owned we
have both an infinity of agreable caprice,
which in love affairs is worth all the merit
in the world,

Tave
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Have you never obferved, Lucy, that
the fame perfon is feldom greatly the ob-
je&t of both love and friendthip ? -

Thofe virtues which command efteem do
‘not often infpire paflion.

Friendfhip feeks the more real, more
folid virtues ; integrity, conftancy, and 2
fteady uniformity of charadter: love, on
the contrary, admires it knows not what ;
creates itfelf the idol it worfhips;. finds
charms even in defefts; s pleafca with
follies, with inconfiftency, with caprice:
to fay all in one line,.

“ Love is a child, and like a child he
¢ plays.”

The moment Emily arrives, I entreat
that one of you will write to me : no words
can fpeak my impaticnce: I am equally

G s anxious
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anxious to hear of my dear Rivers. Hea-
ven fend them profperous gales !

Adieu!

Your faithful

A. FErMOR.

LETTER CLIL
To Mrs. TeMmrLE, Pall Mall.

Silleri, June 30.

OU are extremely miftaken, my dear,
in your idea of the fociety here; I
had rather live at Quebec, take it for all
in all, than in any town in England, ex-
cept London ; the manner of living here
is uncommonly agreable ; the fcenes about
us arc lovely, and the mode of amufe-
2 rments
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ments make us tafte thofe {cenes in full
perfetion.

Whillt your brother and Emily were
here, I had not a with to leave Canada;
but their going has left a void in my heart,
which will not eafily be filled up: I have
loved Emily almoft from childhood, and
there is a peculiar tendernefs in thofe
friendthips, which

* Grow with our grewth, and ftrengthen
¢ with our ftrength.”

There was alfo fomething romantic and
agreable in finding her here, and unex-
pe@edly, after we had been feparated by
Colonel Montague’s having leftthe regi-
ment in which my father ferved,

In fhort, every thing concurred to make’
us dear to each other;, and thereforeto give 2
G 6 areaket’
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greater poignancy to the pain of parting a
fecond time.

As to your brother, I love him fo much,
that a man who had lefs candor and gene-
rofity than Fitzgerald, would be almoft

angry at my very lively friendthip.

1 have this moment a letter from Madame
Des Roches; the laments the lofs of our
two amiable friends; begs me to aflure
them both of her eternal remembrance:
fays, - “ fhe congratulates Emily on pof-
“ fefling the heart of the man on earth
“ moft worthy of being beloved ; that fhe
¢ cannot form an idea of any human felici-
“ ty equal to that of the woman, the bufinefs
« of whofe life it is to make Colonel
“ Rivers happy. That, heaven having de-
““ nied her that happinefs, the will never
‘‘ marry, NOr enter into an engagement
“ which would make it criminal in her to
¢ remember him with tendernefs : that itis,

“ however,
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“ however, fhe believes, beft for her he
“ has left the country, for that it is im-~
¢« poflible fhe fhould ever have fecen him
“with indifference.”

It is perhaps as prudent not to mention
thefe circumftances either to your brother
or Emily ; I thought of fending her letter
to them, but there is a certain fire in her
ftyle, mixed with tendernefs, when fhe
{peaks of Rivers, which would only have
given them both regret, by making them
fee the excefs of her affe@ion for him;
her expreflions are much ftronger than
thofe in which I have given you the fenfe
of them.

I intend to be very intimate with hey,
becaufe the loves my dear Rivers; fhe
loves Emily too, at leaft fhe fancies fhe
does, but I am a little doubtful as to the
friendfhips between rivals: at this diftance,
however, I dare fay, they will always

cen-~
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continue on the beft terms poflible, and I
would have Emily write te her.

Do you know fhe has defired me to con-
trive to get her a piure of your brother,
without his knowing it? -1 am not deter-
mined whether I fhall indulge her in this
fancy or not; if I do, I muft employ you
as my agent. It is madnefs in her to de-
fire it ; but, as there is a pleafure in being
mad, I am not fure my morality will let
me refufe her, fince pleafures are not very
thick fown in this world.

Adieu!
Your affe@ionate

A. FErMOR,

LET-
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LETTET R CLV

To Mrs. Temrre, Pall Mall.

Silleri, July 1o

Y this time, my dear Lucy, I hope

you are happy with your brother and
my fweet Emily: I am all impatience t¢
know this from yourfelves ; but it will be
five or fix weeks, perhaps much more, be-
fore I can have that fatisfaGion.

As to me—to be plain, my dear, 1
can hold no longer; I have been married
this fortnight. My father wanted to keep
it a fecret, for fome very foolith reafons;
but it is not in my nature; I hate fecrets,
they are ouly fit for politicians, and peo-
ple whofe thoughts and aétions will not
bear the light.

For
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For my part, I am convinced the gene-
ral loquacity of human kind, and our
inability to keep fecrets without a natural
kind of uneafinefs, were meant by Provi-
dence to guard againft our laying deep
fchemes of treachery againft each other.

I remember a very fenfible man, who
perfe&ly knew the world, ufed to fay,
there was no fuch thing in pature as a
{ecret; a maxim as true, at leaft [ believe fo,
as it is falutary, and which [ would advife
all good mammas, aunts, and governefles,
to imprefs firongly on the minds of yourg
ladies.

So, asI was faying, weilé Madame Fitz-
gerald!

This js, however, yet a fecret here;
but, according tomy prefent dodtrine, and
following
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following the nature of things, it cannot
Tong continue fo.

You never faw fo polite a hufband, but
I fuppofe they are all fo the firlt formight,.
efpecially when married in {o interefting
and romantic a manner; Iam very fond of
the fancy of being thus married as it were;
but I have a notion I thall blunder it out
very foon: we were married on a party to
Three Rivers, nobody with us but papa
and Madame Villiers,” who have net yer
publithed the myftery. I hear fome mifles
at Quebec are fcandalous about Fitzgerald's
being fo much here; I will leave them in
doubt a little, I think, merely to gratify
their love of fcandal; every bedy {hould
be amufed in their way.

Adicu! yours,
A. FITZGERALD.

Pray
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Pray let Emily be married ; every body
marries but poor litle Emily.

LETTER CLV.

To the Earl of ———.

Silleri, July 104

I H AVE the pleafure to tell your Lord-
thip I have married my daughter woa
gentleman -with whom I have reafon to
hope the will be happy.

He is the fecond fon of an Trith baronet
of good fortune, and has himfelf about
five hundred pounds a year, independent
of his commiffion; he is 2. man of an ex-
cellent fenfe, and of honor, and has avery
lively tendernefs for my daughter.

k
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It will, I am afraid, be fome time be-
fore I can leave this country, as I chufe to
take my daughter and Mr. Fitzgerald with
me, in order to the latter’s foliciting a ma-
jority, in which purfuit I fhall withont

fcruple tax your Lordfhip’s friendfhip to the
utmoft.

I am extremely happy at this event, as
Bell’s volatile temper made me fometimes
afraid of her chufing inconfiderately : their
-marriage is not yet declared, for fome fa-
mily reafons, not worth particularizing to
your Lordthip.

As foon as leave of abfence comes from
New York, - for me and Mr, Fitzgerald,
we fhall fertle things for taking leave of
Canada, which I however aflure your
Lordihip I fhall do with fome reluétance.

The
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The elimate -is all the year agreable
and healthy, in fummer divine; a man at
my time of life cannot leave this chearing,
enlivening fun without relu&ance; the
heat is very like that of Italy or the South
of France, withour that eppreflive clofe-
nefs which generally attends our hot wea-
ther in England.

The manner of life here is chearful;
we make the moft of our fine fummers, by
the pleafanteft country parties you can
imaging. Here are fome very eftimable
perfons, and the {pirit of urbanity begins
to diffufe itfelf from the centre : in fhort, [
fhall leave Cuanada at the very time when
one would with to eome to it.

It is aftonithing, in a fmall community
like this, how much depends on the per-
fonal charader of him who governs.

Tam
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I am obliged to break off abruptly, the
perfon who takes this to England being
going immediately on board.

I have the honor to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordthip’s, &c.

‘WM. FErMoR.

L ETTE R CLVL

To Joux TemprE, Efg; Pall Mall.

Silleri, July 13.

AGREE with you, my dear Temple, that
nothing can be more pleafing than an
awakened Englith woman; of which you
and my caro fpofo have, I flatter myfelf, thre

1 happy
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happy experience; and with with you that
the charaéter was more common: but I
muft own, and I am forry to own it, that
my fair countrywomen and fellow citizens
(I fpeak of the nation in general, and not
of the capital) have an unbecoming kind
of referve, which prevents their being the
agreable companions, and amiable wives,
which nature meant them.

" From a fear, and Ithink a prudith one,
of being thought too attentive to pleafe
your fex, they have acquired a certain dif-
tant manner to men, which borders on ili-
breeding : they take great’ pains to veil,
under an affe®ed appearance of difdain,
that winning fenfibility of heart, thar deli-
cate tendernefs, which renders them doubly
lovely. "

They are even afraid to own their friend-
fhips, if not according to the fquare and
rule; are doubtful whether a modeft woman

may
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may own the loves even her hufband; and
feem to think affedtions were given them
for nopurpofe but to hide.

Upon the whole, with at leaft as good a
native right to charm as any women on the
face of the globe, the Englith have found
the happy fecret of pleafing lefs.

Is my Emily arrived? I can fay nothing
elfe,

"T'welve o’clock.

Tam the happieflt woman in the creation:
papa has juft told me, we are to go home in
fix or feven weeks,

Not but this is a divine country, and
our farm a terreftrial paradife; but we
have lived in it almoft a year, and one
grows tired of every thing in time, you
know, Temple.

I fhalt
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11hall fee my Emily, and flirt with Rivers;
to fay nothing of you and my little Lucy. -

Adieu! 1 am grown very lazy fince 1
married; for the future, I thall make Fir2-
-gerald write all my letters, except billet-
dous, in which I think I excel him.

Yours;

A.FiTzceErALD:

L ETTTZE R CLVIL
To Mifs FErMoR, at Silleri.

Dover, July 8.

I Am this moment arrived, my dear Bell,
. after a very agreable paflage, and am
fetting out immediately for Loandon, from
whence T fhall write 10 you the moment I

have
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have feen Mrs. Rivers; I will own to you
I tremble at the idea of thisinterview, yet
am refolved tw fee her, and open all my
foul to her in regard to her fon; after
which, I thall leave her the miltrefs of my
deftiny ; for, ardently as T love him, I will
never marry him but with her approba-
tion.

I have a thoufand anxious fears for my
Rivers’s fafety: may heaven prote&t him
from the dangers his Emily has efcaped !

1 have but a moment to write, a fhip
being under way which is bound to Que-
bec; a gentleman, who is juft going off
in a boat to the thip, takes the care of this.

May every happinefs attend my dear
girl. Say every thing affettionate for me
1o Captain Fermor and Mr. Fitzgerald.

Adieu! Yours,
EmiLy MoNTAGUE.

Vou. IIL, H LET-
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L ETTE R CLVIL
To Mifs FErMoR, at Silleri:

London, July 19.

GOT to rown laft night, my dear, and

am at a friend’s, from whence I have
this morning fent to Mrs. Rivers; I every
moment expe& her anfwer; my anxiety
of mind is not to be exprefled ; my heart
finks; I almoft dread the return of my
meflenger.

If the affedtions, my dear friend, give
us the higheft happinefs of which we are
capable, they are alfo the fource of our
keeneflt mifery ; what I feel at chis inftant,
is not to be deferibed : T have been near re-
folving to go into the country without
fecing or fending to Mrs. Rivers. If fhe
fhould reccive me with coldnefs — why

thould
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fhould I have expofed myfelf to the chance
of fuch a reception? It would have been
better to have waited for Rivers’s arrival; 1
have been too precipitate ; my warmth of tem-
per has mifled me : what had I'todo to feek
his family 2 I would give the world to re-
ra& my meflage, though it was only to
let her know I was arrived; that her fon
was well, and that fhe might every hour
expet him in England.

There is a rap at the door: I tremble I
know not why; the fervant comes up, he
announces Mr. and Mrs. Temple: my
heart beats, they are at the door.

One o’clock.

They are gone, and return for me in
an hour; they infit on my dining with
them, and- tell me Mrs. Rivers is impatient
to fee me, Nothing was ever fo polite,
fo delicate, fo affe&ionate, as the behavigur
of both ; they faw my confufion, and did

H 2 every
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every thing to remove it: they enquired
after Rivers, but without the leaft hint of
the dear intereft I take in him: they fpoke
of the happinefs of knowing me: they
atked my friendthip, ina manner the moft
flattering  that can be imagmed.  How
ftrongly does Mrs. Temple, my dear, re-
femble her amiable brother ! her eyes have
the fame fenfibility, the fame pleafing ex-
preflion; I think I fcarce ever faw fo
charming a woman ; Ilove her already; I
feel a tendernefs for her, which is incon-
ceivable; I caught myfelf two or three
times looking at her, with an attention for
which I bluthed.

How dear to me is every friend of my
Rivers!

1 believe, there was fomething vety
foolith in my behaviour ; but they hadthe
good-breeding and humanity not to feemto
obferve it.

Ihad
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I had almoft forgot to tell you, they
faid every thing obliging and affeCtionate
of you and Captain Fermor.

My mind is in a {tate not to be de-
feribed ; 1 feel joy, I feel anxiety, I feel
doubt, 1 feel atimidity I cannot conquer, at
the thought of feeing Mrs. Rivers.

I have to drefs; therefore muft finith
this when I return.

Twelve at night,

Tam come back, my déareft'Bell; I'have
gone through the fecene 1 fo much dread-
ed, and am aftonifhed I fhould ever think
of it but with pleafure. How much did
I injure this moft amiable of women!
Her reception of me was that of a tender
parent, who had found a long-loft child ;
the kiffed me, fhe prefled me to her bo-
fom ; her tears flowed in abundance ; the

03 called
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called me her daughter, her other Lucy:
fhie afked me a thoufand quefltions of her
fon ; the would know all that concertied
him, however minute: how he lookéd,
whether he talked much of her, what
were his amufements ; whether he was as
handfome as when he left England.

I anfwered her with fome hefitation,
but with a pleafure that animated my
whole foul ; I believe, I never appeared to
fuch advantage as this day.

You will not aferibe it to an unmeaning
vanity, when I tell you, I never took fuch
pains to pleafe; I even gave a parsicular
attention to my drefs, that I might, as
much as poflible, juftify my Rivers’s ten-
dernefs: I never was vain for myfelf; but
Iam fo for him: 1 am indifferent to adini-
ration as Emily Montague ; but as the ob-
jest of hislove, I would be admired by all

the
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the world ; Twith to be the firft of my fex
in all that is amiable and lovely, that I
might make a facrifice worthy of my Ri-
vers, in thewing to all his friends, that he
only can infpire me with tendernefs, that I
live for him alonc.

Mus. Rivers prefled me extremely to pafs
a month with her: my heart yielded too
ealily to her requeft ; butl had courage to
refift my own wifhes, as well as her folici-
tations ; and fhall fet out in three days for
Berkfhire : I have, however, promifed ta
go with them to-morrow, on a party to
Richmond, which Mr. Temple was {o-obli-
ging as to propofe on my account.

Late as the feafon is, there is one
more fhip going to Quebec, which fails
19-OLTOW.

H 4 You
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You fhall hear from me again in a few
days by the packet.

Adieu! my deareft friend!
Your faithful
EmirLy MoNTAGUE,

Surely it will not be long before Rivers

" arrives; you, my dear Bell, will judge
what muft be my anxiety dll that
moment,

LETTER CLX
To Captain FerMo R, at Silleri.

Dover, July 24, eleven o’clock.

I AM arrived, my dear friend, after a
paffage agreable in itfelf ; but which
my fears for Emily made infinitely
aaxious and painful: every wind that
blew, I trembled for her; I formed to

myfelf
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myfelf ideal dangers on her account,
which reafon had not power to diffipare.

We had a very tumultuous head-fea a
great part of the voyage, though the
wind was fair; a certain fign there. had
been ftormy weather, with a contrary
wind. I fancied my Emily expofed to thofe
ftorms ; there is no exprefling what I fuf-
fered from this circumitance.

On entering the channel of England,
we {aw an empty boat, and fome pieces of
a wreck floating ; I fancied it part of the
thip which conveyed my lovely Emily; a
fudden chillnefs feized my whole frame,
my heart died within me at the fight: I
had fcarce courage, when I landed, to en-
quire whether fhe was arrived.

1 afked the queftion with a trembling
voice, and had the tranfport to find the
fhip had pafled by, and to hear the perfon

Hj of
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of my Emily defcribed amongft the paffen-
gers who landed ; it was not eafy to mif-
take her.

1 hope to fee her this evening : what do
I not feel from that dear hope !

Chance gives me an opportunity of for-
warding this by New York ; I write whilft
my chaife is getting ready.

Adieun! yours,
Ep. Rivers.

1 fhall write to my dear little Bell as foon
as I'get to town. There is no defcribing
what I felt at firft {eeing the coaft of Eng-
land: I faw the white cliffs with a tran-
fport mixed with veneration; a tranfport,
which, however, was checked by my fears
for the dearer part of myfelf.

My
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My chaife is at the door.
Adieun!
Your faithful, &c.

Ep. Rivers,

LETTER CLX

To Mifs ¥ R MoRr, at Silleri.
Rochefter, July 24

I AM obliged to wait ten minutes for 2
Canadian gentleman who is with me, and
has fome letters to deliver here: how
painful is this delay ! But I cannot leave a
firanger alone on the road, though I lofe
fo many minutes with my charming Emily.

e To
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To foften this moment as much as poffi-
ble, I will begin a letter to my dear Bell:
our fweet Emily is fafe; I wrote to Cap-
tain Fermor-this morning.

My heart is gay beyond words: my
fellow-traveller is aftonithed at the beauty
and riches of England, from what he has
feen of Kent: for my part, I point out
every fime profpe®, and am fo proud
of my country, that my whole foul
feems to be dilated ; for which perhaps
there are other reafons. The day is
fine, the numerous: herds and flocks on
the fide of the hLills, the neatnefs of
the houfes, of the people, the appearance
of -plenty ; all exhibit a fcene which muft
ftrike one who has been ufed only to the
wild graces-of nature.

Canada
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Canada has beauties; but they are of
another kind.

This unreafonable man; he has no
miftrefs to fee in London ; he is not ex-
pe&ed by the moft amiable of mothers, by
a family he loves as I do mine.

1 will order another chaife, and leave
my fervant to attend him.

Hecomes. Adieu! my dear little Bell!
at this moment a gentleman is come into
the inn, who is going to embark at Dover
for New York; I will fend this by him.
Once more adien!

LE'F-
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L ETTER €LXL
To Mifs Feamor, at Silleri.

Clarges Street, July 25

I AM the only perfon here, my dear
Bell, enough compofed to tell you Ri-
vers is arrived in town. He f{topped in
his poft chaife, at the end of the ftreet,
and fent for me, that I might prepare my
mother to fee him, and prevent a furprize
which might have hurried her fpirits too
much.

I came back, and told her I had feen a
gentleman, who had left him at Dover,
and that he would foon be here; he fol
towed me in a few minutes.

1am not painter enough to deferibe their
meeting ; though prepared, it was- with
difficulty
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difficulty we kept my mother from faint-
ing ; fhe preffed him in her arms, fhe at-
tempted to fpeak, her voice faltered,
tears flole foftly down her cheeks:
nor was Rivers lefs affedted, though in a
different manner; I never faw him look
fo handfome; the manly tendernefs, the
filial refped, the lively joy, that were ex-
prefled in his countenance, gave him a
look to which it is impoffible to do juftice
he hinted going down to Berkfhire to-
night; but my mother feemed fo hurt at
the propofal, that he wrote to Emily, and
told her his reafon for deferring it till to-
morrow, when we are all to go in my
coach, and hope te bring her back with
us to town.

You judge rightly, my dear Bell, that
they were formed for each other; never
were two minds fo fimilar; we muft
contrive fome method of making them
happy: nothing but a too great delicacy

in
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in Rivers prevents their being fo to-mor-
row; were our fituations changed, I fhould
not hefitate a moment to let him make

me fo.
Lucy has fent for me:  Adieu!
Believe me,
Your faithful and devoted,

J. TempLE..

LETTER CLXII.
To Mifs FErMoRr, at Sillerf.

Pall Mall, July 2.

I,AM the happieft of human beings:
my Rivers is arrived, he is well, he
loves me ; 1 am dear to his family ; I fee

4 him
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him withent reftraint; I am every hour
more convinced of the excefs of his affec-
tion:; his: attention to me is inconceivable ;
his eyes every moment tell me, I am dearer
to him than life.

I am to be for fome time on a vifit to
. his fifter ; he is at Mrs. Rivers’s, but we
are always together: we go down next
week to Mr. Temple’s, in Rutland ; they
only ftayed in town, expedting Rivers’s
arrival.  His feat is within fix miles of
Rivers’s little paternal eftate, which he
fettled on his mother when he left Eng-
fand ; fhe prefles him to refume it, but he
peremptorily refufes: he infifts on her
continuing her houfe in town, and being
perfedly independent, and miftrefs of her-
felf.

I love him a thoufand times more for
this tendernefs to her; though it difap-
points my dear hope of being his, Did I

think
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think it poflible, my dear Bell, he could
have rifen higher in.my efteem?

If we are never united, if we always
live as at prefent, his tendernefs will ftill
make the delight of my life; to fee him,
to hear that voice, to be his friend, the
confidante of all his purpofes, of all his
defigns, 1o hear the fentiments of thac
generous, -that exalted foul—I would not
give up this delight, to be emprefs of the
-world.

My ideas of affetion are perhaps un-
common ; but they are not the lefs juft,
nor the lefs in nature,

A blind man may as well judge of colors
as the mafs of mankind of the fentiments
of atruly enamored heart.

The fenfual and the cold will equally
condemn my affe@ion as romantic: few
minds,
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minds, my dear Bell, are capable of love;
they feel paffion, they feel efteem; they
even feel that mixture of both which is
the beft counterfeit of love; but of that
vivifying fire, that lively tendernefs which
hurries us out of ourfelves, they know
nothing ; that tendernefs which makes us
forget ourfelvess; when the intereft, the
happinefs, the honor, of him we love is
concerned ; that tendernefs which renders
the beloved objett all that we fee in the
creation.

Yes, my Rivers, Ilive, Ibreathe, Iexift,
for you alone: be happy, and your Emily
is fo.

My dear friend, you know love, and will
therefore bear with all the impertinence of
a tender heart.

I hope you have by this time made Fitz-

gerald happy; he deferves you, amiable
o as
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as you are, and you cannot too foon con-
vince him of your affe@tion: you fome-
times play cruelly with his tendernefs: I
Lave been aftonifhed to fee you torment a
heart which adores you.

I am interrupted.
Adieu! my dear Bell.
Your affe&tionate

Emiry MoNTAGUE.

LETTZER CLXIL
To Captain Frrmor, at Silleri.

Clarges-Street, Aug. 1.

ORD not being in town, I went
to his villa at Richmond, to deliver
your letter.

1 cannot
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I cannot enough, my dear Sir, thank
you for this introduétion ; I paffed part of
-the day at Richmond, and never was more
pleafingly entertained.

His politenefs, his learning, his know-
ledge of the world, however amiable, are
in charader at his feafon of life; but his
vivacity is aftonifhing.

‘What fire, what fpirit, there is in his
gonverfation ! 1 hardly thought myfelf a
young man near him. What muft he have
been at five and twenty ?

He defired me to tell you, all hisintereft
fhould be employed for Firzgerald, and
that he wifthed you to come to England as
{oon as poffible.

We
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We are juft fetting off for Temple’s.
hounfe in Rutland.

Adieu!

Your affectionate

Eb. Riverss

L ET T E R CLXIV.
To Captain Frraror, at Silleri.

Temple-houfe, Aug. 4.

ENJOY, my dear friend, in one of the
pleafanteft houfes, and moft agreable
firnations imaginable, the fociety of the
four perfons in the world moft dear to me;
Yam in all refpedts as much at home as if
mafter of the family, withour the cares
3 attending
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urtending that ftation ; my withes, my
defires, are prevented by Temple’s atten-
tion and friendthip, and my mother and
fifter’s amiable anxiety to oblige me; I find
an unfpeakable foftnefs in feeing my lovely
Emily every moment, in fecing her adored
by my family, in feeing her without re-
ftraint, in being in the fame houfe, in
living in that eafy converfe which is born
from friendthip alone: yet I am not
happy-

It is that we lofe the prefent happinefs
in the purfuit of greater: I look forward
with impatience to that moment which will
make Emily mine; and the difficulties,
which I fee on every fide arifing, embitter
hours which would otherwife be exquifitely

happy.

The narrownefs of my fortune, which

I fee in' a much ftronger light in this land
of luxury, and the apparent impoffibility
of
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of placing the moft charming of women
in the ftation my heart withes, give me
anxieties which my reafon cannot conquer.

1 cannot live without her, I flatter my-
{elf our union is in fome degree neceffary
to her happinefs; yer I dread bringing
her into diftrefles, which I am doubly
obliged to proteét her from, becaufe the
would with tranfport meet them all, from
tendernefs to me.

1 have nothing which I can call my own,
but my . half-pay, and four thoufand
pounds: I have lived amongft the firft
company in England; all my connexions
have been rather fuited to my birth than
fortune. My mother prefles me to refume
my eftate, and let her live with us alter-
nately; but againft this I am firmly deter-
mined ; fhe fhall have her own houfe, and
never change her manner of living.

Temple
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Temple would fhare his eftare with me,
if T would allow him; but I am too fond
of independence to accept favors of this
kind even from him.

I have formed a thoufand fchemes, and
23 often found them abortive; 1 go to-mor-
row to fee our little eftate, with my mo-
ther ; it is a private party of our own,
and nohody is in the fecrer; I will there
talk over every thing with her.

My mind is at prefent in a ftate of con-
fufion not to be exprefled; I muft deter-
mine on fomething ; it is improper Emily
fhould continue long with my fifter in her
prefent firaation ; yet I cannot live without
feeing her.

I have never afked about Emily’s for-
tune but I know it is a fmall one; perhaps
Vor. lIL 1 two
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two thoufand pounds; I am pretty certain,
ot more.

We can live on little, but we muft live in
fome degree on a genteel footing : I cannot
let Emily, who refufed a coach and fix for
me, pay vifits on foot; I will be content
with a poft-chaife, but cannot with lefs; 1
have a little, a very litde pride, for my
Emily.

1 with it were poflible to prevail on my
mother to return with us to Canada: I
could then reconcile my duty and happi-
nefs, which at prefent feem almoft incom-
patible.

Emily appears perfedly happy, and to
look mno further than to the fituation in
which we now are ; fthe feems content with
being my friend only, without thinking of
a nearer connexion ; [am rather piqued at
a compofure which has the air of indif

4 ference;;
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ference : why fhould not her impatience
equal mine ?

The coach is at the door, and my mother
waits for me.

Every happinefs attend my friend, and
mll conne&ed with him, in which number

1 hope 1 may, by this time, include Fitz-
gerald.

Adicu!

Your affetionate

Ep. RiveErs,

I- LET-
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L ETTE R CLXV.

"To Captain FErMOR, at Silleri.
Aug. 6,

I HAVE been taking an exa& furvey of
the houfe and eftate with my mother,
in order to determine on fome future plan
of life.

*TisinconceivablewhatI felt on returning
to a place fo dear to me, and which I had
not feen for many years ; I ran haftily from
one room to another; I traverfed the gar-
den with inexpreflible eagernefs: my eye
devoured every objet; there was not a
tree, not a -bufh, which did not revive
fome pleafing, fome foft idea.

I felt, to borrow a very pathetic ex-
preflion of Thomfon’s,

on
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« A thoufund little tendernefles throb,”

on revifiting thofe dear fcenes of infant
happinefs ; which were increafed by hay-
ing with me that eftimable, that affe@tionate
mother, to whofc indulgence ail my hap-
pinefs had been owing.

But to return to the purpofe of our
vifit : the houfe is what moft people would
think too large for the eftate, even had [ a
right to call it all my own ; this is, however,
a fault, if itisone, which Ican cafily for-
give.

There is furniture gnough in it for my
family, including my mother; it is un-
fathionable, but fome of it very good : and
I think Emily has tendernefs enongh for me
to live with me in a houfe, the furniture
of which is not perfedly in tafte.

I3 In
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In thort, I know her much above having
the flighteft wifh of vanity, where it comes
in competition with love.

We can, as to the houfe, live here
commodioufly enough; and our only pre-
{ent confideration is, on what we are:to
live: a confideration, however, which as
lovers, 1 believe in ftriénefs we ought to
be much above!

My mother again folicits me to refume
this eftate ; and has propofed my making
over to her my half-pay inftead of i,
though of much lefs value, which, with
her own two hundred pounds a year, will,
the fays, enable her to continue her houfe in
town, a point I am determined mnever to
fuffer her to give up; becaufe the loves
London ; and becaufe Linfift on her haviag
her own houfe to go to, if the fhould ever

chance to be difpleafed with ours.
Tam
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Tam inclined to like this propofal: Tem-
ple and I will make a calculation ; and, if
we find it will anfwer every neceffary pur-
pole to my mother, owe it to Emily to ac-
eept of ir.

1 endeavor to perfunde my{:lf, that I am
obliging my mother, by giving her an op-
portunity of fhewing her generofity, and
of making me happy: I have been in-
fpirits ever fince fhe mentioned it

1 have already projetted a million of
improvements ; have taught new {treams
to flow, planted ideal groves, and walked,
fancy-led, in fhades of my own raifing.

The fituation of the houfe is enchanting ;
and with all my paffion for the favage
luxuriance of America, I begin to find
niy tafte rerurn for the more mild and re-
gular charms of my native country. _

14 We



176 THE HISTORY OF

We have no Chaudieres, no Montmo-
rencis, noné of thofe magnificent fcenes
on which the Canadians have a right to
pride themfelves ; but we excel them in the
lovely, the {miling ; in enameled meadows,
in waving corn-fields, in gardens the boaft
of Europe; in every elegant art which
adorns and foftens human life; in all the
riches and beauty which cultivation can

give.

I begin to think I may be bleft in the
pofleflion of my Emily, without betraying
her into a ftate of want; we may, Ibegin
to flatter myfelf, live with decency, in re.
tirement 3 and, in my opinion, there are 2
thoufand charms in retirement with thofe
we love. '

Upon the whole, I believe we fhall be
able to live, taking the word Jive in he
fenfe of lovers, not of the beaw monde,

wha
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who will never allow a little country {quire
of four hundred pounds a year to /iwe.

Time may do more for us; atleaft, T
am of an age and temper to encourage
hope.

All here are perfedly yours.

Adien! my dear fricnd,.

Your affc&ionate

Ep., RivErs.

15 1. T-
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L ETTZE R CLXVL

To Mrs. TEmPLE, Pall Mall.

Silleri, Aug. 6.

THE leave of abfence for my father
and Fitzgerald being come fome
weeks fooner than we expeéted, we pro-
pofe leaving Canada in five or fix days.

I am delighted with the idea of revifit-
ing dear England, and feeing friends
whom I fo tenderly love: yer I feel a re-
gret, which T had no idea I fhould have
felt, av Jeaving the fcenes of a thoufand
paft pleafures; the murmuring rivulets
to- which Emily and 1 have fat liftening,
the fweet woods where 1 have walked with
my litde circle of friends: I have even g
ftrony attachment to the fcenes themfelves,
which arc iafinitely lovely, and fpeak the

‘ inimitable
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inimitable hand of nature which formed
them: Twant to tranfport this fairy ground
to England. .

I figh when I pafs any particularly
charming fpot ; Ifeel a tendernefs beyond
what inanimate objeéts feem to merit.

I muft pay one more vifit to the naiads
of Montmoerenci.

Eleven at night,

1 am juft come from the general’s aflem-
bly ; where, I fhould have told you, 1 was
this day fortnight announced Madame
Fitzgerald, to the great mortification of
two or three cats, who had very fagaci-
oufly determined, that Fitzgerald had too
much underflanding ever to think of fuch
a flirting, coquetifh creature as 2 wife.

16 Iwas
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I was. grave at the affembly to-night;
in fpite of all the painsI took to be other-
wife = I was hurt at the idea it would pro-
bably be the laf at which I fhould.be; I
felr a kind of concern at parting, not only
with the few I loved, but with thofe who
had till to-night been indifferent to me.

There is fomething affe&ting in the idea
of the lafg time of {eeing even thofe per-
{fons or places, for which we have no particu-
lar affection..

1 go to-morrow to take leave of the
nuns, at the Urfuline convent; 1 fup-
pof-  lall carry this melancholy idea with
me there, and'be hurt at feeing them too
Jor the laf time.

1 pay vifits every day amongft the pea-
fants, who »1- very fond of me. Italk to
them of their farms, give money to their

3 children,
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children, and teach their wives to be good
hufwives: 1 am the idol of the country
people five miles round, who declare me
the moft amiable, moft generons woman
in the world, and think it a thoufand pi-
ties I fhould be damned.

Adieu! fay every thing for me to my
fweet friends,, if arrived.

7th, Eleven o’clock.

I have this moment a Jarge packet of
letters for Emily from Mrs. Melmoth,
which I intend to take the care of myfelf,
as 1 hope to be in England almoft as foon
as this..

Good morrow !

Yours ever, &c.
A.FITZGERALD.

Tam
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Three o’clock,

I am jult come from vifiting the nuns;
they exprefled great concern at my leaving
Canada, and promifed me their prayers
on my voyage; for which proof of affec-
tion, though a good proteftant, I thanked
them very fincerely. ‘

1 withed exceedingly to have brought
fome of them away with me; my nun, as
they call the amiable girl I faw rake the
veil, paid me the flattering tribute of a
tear at parting; her fine eyes had a con-
cern in them, which affeted me extremely.

T was not lefs pleafed with the affeftion
the late fuperior, my good old country-
woman, exprefled for me, and her regret
at {eeing me for the lajt time.

Surely there is no pleafure on earth
equal to that of being beloved! I did not
think
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think I had been fuch a favorite in Canada:
it is almoft a pity to leave it; perhaps
nobody may love me in England.

Yes, I believe Fitzgerald will; and 1
have a pretty party enough of friends in
your family.

Adicu! T fhall write a line the day we
embark, by another thip, which may poffi-
bly arrive before us,

L ET T E R CLXVIL
To Mrs. TEmpLE, Pall Mall.

Silleri, Aug 1.

L embark to-morrow, and hope to
fee you in lefs than a month, if

this fine wind continues.
Iam
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T am jult come from Montmorenci, where
I have been paying my devotions to the
tutelary deities of the place for the laft
time..

T'had only Fitzgerald with me ; we vifit-
ed every grotto on the lovely banks,
where we dined ; kiffed every flower, raifed:
a votive altar on the little ifland, poured a
libation of wine to the river goddefs ; and,
in fhort, did every thing which it became
good heathens to do.

We ftayed till day-light began to deeline,
which, with the idea of the Jq/2 time, threw
round us a cerrain melanchely folemnity ;.
a folemnity which

“Deepen’d the murmur of the. falling
¢ floods,
¢ And breath’d a browner horror on the

¢ woods.”
T have
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1 have twenty things to do, and but a
moment to do them in.  Adieu!

Tam called down ; it is to Madame Des
Roches: fheis very obliging to come thus
far to fee me.

12th,

We goon board at one ; Madame Des
Roches goes down with us as far as her
eftate, where her boat is to fetch her on
fhore. She has made me a prefent of a
pair of extreme pretty bracelets ; has fent
your brother an elegant fwvord-knot, and
Emily a very beautiful crofs of diamonds.

1 don’t believe the would be forry if we
were to run away with her to England:
1 proteft Tam half inclined ; it is pity fuch
a woman fhould be hid all her life in the

woods of Canada: befides, one might
convert
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convert her you know ; and, on a religious
principle, a little deviation from rules is
allowable.

Your brother is an admirable mifionary
amongft unbelieving ladies : T really think
I fhall carry her off; if it is only for the
good of her foul.

1 have but one objedtion ; if Firzgerald
thould take a fancy to prefer the tender to
the lively, I fhonld be in fome danger:
there is fomething very feducing in her
eyes, 1 aflure you,

LET-
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LETTER CLXVIIL

To Mrs. TemrLz, Pall Mall.

-
Kamaratkas, Aug. 14.

Y Madame Des Dloches, who is going

on fhore, I write two or three lines,

to tell you we have got thus far, and bhave

a fair wind; fhe will fend it immediately

to Quebec, to be put on board any fhip

going, that you may have the greater va-
riety of chances to hear of me.

There is a French lady on board, whofe
fuperftition bids fair to amufe us; fhe has
thrown half her little ornaments over-
board for a wind, and has promifed I
know not how many votive offerings of the
fame kind 1o St. Jofeph, the patron of
Canada, if we get fafe to land; on which

I thall only obferve, that there is nothing
fo
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fo like ancient abfurdity as modern: fhe
has claflical authority for this manner of
playing the fool. Horace, when afraid on
a voyage, having, if my memory quotes
fair, vowed

¢ His dank and dropping weeds
“ To the ftern god of fea.”

The boat is ready, and Madame Des
Roches going ; Tam very unwilling to part
with her; and her prefent concern at leav-
ing me would be very flattering, if I did
not think the remembrance of your bro-
ther had the greateft fhare in it.

She has wrote four or five letters to him,
fince the came on board, very tender ones
I fancy, and deftroyed them ; fhe has at
laft wrote a meer complimentary kind of
card, only thanking him for his offers of
fervice 5 yet 1 fec it gives her pleafure to
write even this, however cold and formal ;

becaufe
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becaufe addrefled to him: fhe alked me,
if T thought there was any impropﬁety
in her writin:; to him, and whether it would
not he herrer to addrefs herfelf to Emily.
I fmiled ac 1:or fimpiicity, and fhe finithed
her letter ; the bluthed and looked down
when {he gave it me.

g9

She is lefs like a fprightly French wi-
dow, than a foolith Englith girl, who loves
for the firft time.

But 1 fuppofe, when the heart is really
touched, the feclings of all nations have
a pretty near refemblance: it is only that
the French ladies are generally more co-
quets, and lefs inclined to the romantic
ttyle of love, than the Englith; and we are,
therefore, furprized when we find in them
this trembling fenfibility.

There are exceptions, however, to all

rules; and your little Bell feems, in point
of



190 THE HISTORY OF

of love, to have changed countries with
Madame Des Roches.

The gale encreafes, it flutters in the
fails; my fair friend is fummoned ; the
captain chides our delay.

Adien! ma chere Madame Des Roches.
T embrace her ; I feel the force of its being
for the laft time. 1am afraid fhe feels it yet
more ftrongly than I do: in parting with
the laft of his friends, fhe feems to part

with her Rivers for ever.

One look more at the wild graces of na-
ture I leave behind.

Adieu! Canada! adieu! fweet abode of
the wood-nymphs! never fhall I ceafe to
remember with delight the place where I
have pafled fo many happy hours.

Heaven
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Heaven preferve my dear Lucy, and
give profperous gales to her friends!

Your faithful

A. FrrzeeraLD.

LETTE R CLXX

To Mifs MoNTAGUE.

Ifle of Bic, Aug. 16.

YOU are lirtle obliged to me, my dear,
for writing to you on fhip-board ;
one of the greateft miferies here, being
the want of employment: I therefore
write for my own amufement, not yours.

‘We have fome French ladies on board,
but they do not refemble Madame Des
Roches.
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Roches. I am weary of them already,
though we have been fo few days toge-
ther.

The wind is contrary, and we are at an-
chor under this ifland; Fitzgerald has
propofed going to dine on fhore : it looks
exceflively pretty from the fhip,

Seven in the Evening.

We are returned from Bic, after pafling
a very agreable day.

We dined on the grafs, at a little dif-
tance from the fhore, under the fhelter of
a very fine wood, whofe form, the trees
rifing above each other in the fame regular
confufion, brought the dear fhades of Sil-
lexi to our remembrance.

We walked after dinner, and picked
rasberries, in the wood; and in our ram-
ble came unexpectedly to the middle of a

: vifto,
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vifto, which, whilft fome fhips of war lay
here, the failors had cut through the
ifland.

From this fitnation, being a rifing
ground, we could fee dire&ly through the
avenue to both fhores: the view of cach
was wildly majeftic; the river comes finely
in, whichever way you turn your fight;
but to the fouth, which is more fheltered,
the water juft tembling to the brese,
our fhip which had put all her ftreamers
out, and to which the tide gave a gentle
motion, with a few fcattered houfes, fuintly
feen amongft the trees at a diftance, ter-
minated the profped, in a manner which

was inchanting.

1 dic to build a houle on this iftand 5 it
is pity fuch a fweet {pot thould be unin-
habited : 1 thould like exceflively w be

Queen of Bic.
Vou. 1L X Fitz-
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Titzgerald has carved my name on 2
maple, near the fhore; a pretty piece of
gallantry in a husband, you will allow:
perhaps he means it as taking pofleflion for
me of theifland.

We are going to cards. Adieu! for the
prefent.

Aug. 18.

*Tis one of the lovelieft days I ever
faw: we are fifhing under the Magdalen
iflands ; the weather is perfedtly calm, the
fea juft dimpled, the fun-beams dance on
the waves, the fifh are playing on the fur-
face of the water: theifland is at a proper
diftance to form an agreable point of
view; and upon the whole the fcene is
divine,

There is one houfe on the ifland, which,
at a diftance, feems fo beautifully fituated,
thai
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that [ have loft all defire of fixing at Bic:
I want to land, and go to the houfe for
milk, but there is no good landing place
on this fide ; the ifland feems here to be
fenced in by a regular wall of rock.

A breeze f{prings up; our fithing is at
an end for the prefent: I am afraid we
fhall not pafs many days fo agreably as we
have done this. [ feel horror at the idea
of fofoon lofing fight of land, and launch-
ing on the vaf? Atlantic.

Adicu! yours,

A. Firzgzratro,

K 2 L™
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L £ T TZER CLXX.

To Mrs. TEmpLE, Pall Mall,
Auz. 26, at Sea

WE have juft fallen in with a fhip
from New York to London, and,
as itis a calm, the mafter of it'is come on
board; whillt he is drinking a bottle of
very fine madeira, which Fitzgerald has
tempted him with on purpofe to give me this
opportunity, as itis poflible he may arrive
firft, T will write a line, to tell my dear
Lucy we are all well, and hope foon to
have the happinefs of telling her fo in
perfon 5 1 alfo fend what T feribbled be-
fore we loft fight of Jand; for I have had
no fpirits to write or do any thing fince.

There is inexpreflible pleafure in meet-
ing a thip at fea, and renewing our com-
merce
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merce with the human kind, after having
been fo abfolutely feparated from them.
I feel ftrongly at tiis moment the incon-
ftancy of the fpecies: we naturally grow
tired of the company on bourd cur own
thip, and fancy the people in every onc
we meet more agreable. '

For my part, this fpirit is fo powerful
in me, that I would gladly, it I could
have prevailed on my father anl itz
rald, have gone on board with this tiun,
and purfued our voyage in the New Yoik
fhip. T have felt the fame thing on land
in a coach, on feein another pubs.

We have had a very unpleafant paflage
hitherto, and weather to fright a better
failor than your friend: it is to me afto-
nithing, that there are men found, and
thofe men of fortune too, who can fix on

a fea life as a profeflion.

K1 How
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How ftrong muft be the love of gain, to
tempt us to embrace a life of danger, pain,
and mifery; to give up all the beanties of na-
wure and of art, all the charms of fociety,
and feparate ourfelves from mankind, to
amafs wealth, which the very profeflion
takes away all poflibility of enjoying!

Even glory is a poor reward for a life
pafled at fea.

T had rather be a peafant on a funny
bank, with peace, fafety, obfcurity, bread,
and a little garden of rofes, thanlord high
admiral of the Britifh fleet.

Setting afide the variety of dangers at
fea, the time pafled there is a total fufpen-
fion of one’s exiftence: I fpeak of the
beft part of our time there, for at leaft a
third of every voyage is pofitive mifery.

1 abhor
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I abhor the fea, and am peevith with
every creature about me.

If there were no other evil attending
this vile life, only think of being ccoped
up wecks together in fuch a fpace, and
with the fame cternal fet of people.

If cards had not alirtle relicved me, [
fhould have died of meer vexation before [
bad finiflicd half the voyage.

‘What would I not give to fee the dear
white cliffs of Albion!

Adien! I have not time to fay more.
Your affe&tionate

A. FITZGERALD.

K 4 LET-



200 THE HISTORY OF

L ETTE R CLXXL

To Mrs. Tempre, Pall Mall

Dover, Sept, 8.
‘ % 7 E are this inftant landed, my dear,

and fhall be in town to-morrow.

My father ftops cne day on the road,
to introduce Mr. Firzgerald to a relation
of ours, who lives a few miles from Can-
terbury.

I am wild with joy ac fetting foot once
more on dry land,

T'am not lefs happy to have traced your
brother and Emily, by my enquiries here,
for we left Quebee too foon to have advice
there of their arrivalk

Adicu!
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Adieu! If in town, you fhall fee us the
moment we get there; if in the country,
write immediately, to the care of the agent.

Let me know where to find Emily,.
whom I die to fee: is the flill Emily
Montague ?

Adieu!
Your affe&tionate:

A. FITZGERALD,

K3 LET-
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LETTEHR CLXXIL
To Mrs. FiTZGERALD.

Temple-houfe, Sept. 11.

OUR letter, my dear Bell, was fent
by this poft to the country.

1t is unneceflary to tell you the pleafure
it gives us all to hear of your fafe arrival.

All our argofies have now landed their
treafures: you will believe us to have been
more ansious about friends {o dear to us,
than the merchant for his gold and fpices ;
we have fuffered the greater anxiety, by
the circomftance of your having rewurned
at different times.

1 flatter
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I flatter myfelf, the future will pay us
for the paft.

You may now, my dear Bell, revive
your coterie, with the addition of fome
friends who love you very fincerely.

Emily (ftill Emily Montague) is with a
relation in Berkthire, fertling fome affairs
previous to her marriage with my brother,
to which we flatter ourfeclves there will be

no further objeétions,

T affure you, I begin to be a litle jea-
lous of this Emily of yours; fhe rivals me
extremely with my mother, and indced

with every body elfc.

We all come to town next week, when
you will make us very unhappy if you

do not become one of our family in Pall
K¢ Mall,
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Mall, and return with us for a few months
to the country.

My brother is at his little eftate, fix
miles from hence, where he is making fome
alterations, for the reception of Emily;
he is fiing up her apartment in a {tyle
equally fimple and elegant, which, how-
ever, you muft not tell her, becaufe the is
to be furprized : her drefling room, and a
litle "adjoining clofet of books, will be

enchanting ; yet the expence of all he has
done is a mere trifle.

Tam the only perfon in the fecret; and
have been with him this morning to fee it :
there is a gay, fniling air in the whole
apartment, which pleafes me infinitely;
you will fuppofe he does not forget jars of
flowers, becanfe you know how much they
are Emily’s rafte : he has forgot no orna-
ment which he knew was agreable to her.

Happily
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Happily for his fortune, her pleafures
are not of the expenfive kind; he would
rain himfelf if they were.

He has befpoke 2 very handfome poft
chaife, which is alfo a fecret to Emily,
who infilts on not having one.

Their income will be about five hundred
pounds a year: it is not much; yet, with
their difpofitions, Ithink it will make them

happy.

My brother will write to Mr. Fitzgerald
next polt: fay every thing affeétionate for
us all to him and Captain Fermor.

Adieu! Yours,

Lucy TEMPLE,

LET-
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L ETTTZE R CLXXIL

To Captain F1TZGERALD.

Bellfield, Sept. 13,

I CONGRATULATE you, my dear
friend, on your fafe arrival, and on

your marriage.

You have got the ftart of mein happi-
nefs; 1 love you, bowever, too fincerely
1o envy you.

Emily has promifed me her hand, as
foon as fome little family affairs are fettled,
which I flatter myfelf will not take above
another week.

When fhe gave me this promife, fhe
begged me to allow her to return to Berk-

thire
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fhice till our marriage took place; I felt
the propriety of this ftep, and therefore
would not oppofe it: fhe pleaded having
fome bufinefs alfo to fettle with her rela-
tion there.

My mother has given back the deed of
“fettlement of my eftate, and accepted of
an aflignment on my half pay: fhe is
greatly a lofer ; but fhe infifted on making
me happy, with fuch an air of tendernefs,
that I could not deny her that fatisfaction.

I (hall keep fome land in my own hands,
and farm; which will enable me to have
a poft chaife for Emily, and my mother,
who will be a good deal with us; and a
conftant decent table for a friend.

Emily is to fuperintend the dairy and
garden ; fhe hasa paflion for flowers, with
which I am extremely pleafed, as it will be

10 her a continual fource of pleafure.
I feel
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I feel fuch delight in the idea of making:
her happy, that I think nothing a trifle:
which can be in the lealt degree pleafing.
to her.

I could even wifh to-invent new plea~
fures for her gratification..

I hope to- be happy; and to make the:
lovelieft of womankind fo; becaufe ‘my
notions of the ftate, into which I am en~
tering, are I hope juft, and free from that:
romantic turn fo deftruive to happinefs..

I have, once.in my life, had an attach-
ment nearly refembling marriage, to a
widow of rank, with whom I was ac-
quainted abroad ; and with whom I almoft.
fecluded myfelf from the world near a.
twelvemonth, when the died of a fever,
a ftroke I was long before I recovered..

Lloved
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I loved her with tendernefs; but that
love, compared to what I feel for Emily,
was as a grain of fand to the globe of
earth, or the weight of a feather to the
univerfe.

A marriage where not only efteem, but
paflion is kept awake, is, T am convinced,
the moft perfeét ftate of fublunary happi-
nefs: but it requires great care to keep
this tender plant alive ; efpecially, I blufl
to fay it, on our fide.

Women are naturally more conftant,
education improves this happy difpofition :
‘the husband who has the politenefs, the
attention, and delicacy of a lover, will
always be beloved.

The fame is generally, but not always,

true on the other fide: I have fometimes
3 feen
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feen the moft amiable, the moft delicate
of the fex, fail in keeping the affeftion of
their husbands.

I am well aware, my friend, thar we
are not to expet herea life of continual
rapture; in the happieft marriage there
is danger of fome languid moments: 1o
avoid thefe, fhall be my ftudy; and [ am
certain they are to be avoided.

“The inebriation, the tumnlt of paffion,
will undoubtedly grow lefs after marriage,
that is, after peaceable poffeflion; hopes
and fears alone keep it in its firlt violent
ftate: but, though it fubfides, it gives
place to a tendernefs ftill more pleafing, to
a foft, and, if you will allow the expref-
fion, a voluptuous tranquillity: the plea-
fure does not ceafe, does not even leffen 3
it only changes its nature.

My
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My fiter tells me, the flatters herfelf,
you will give a few months to hers and Mr.
Temple’s friendthip; Iwill not give up the
claim I have to the fame favor.

My little farm will induce only friends
to vifit us; and it is not lefs pleafing to
me for that circumftance : one of the mif-
fortunes of a very exalted ftation, is the
flavery it fubje&ts us to in regard to the
ceretmonial world,

Upon the whole, I believe, the moft
agreable, as well as moft free of all fitu-
ations, to be that of a little- country
gentleman, who lives upon his income,
and knows enough of the world not to
envy his richer neighbours.

Let me hear from you, my dear Fitzge-
~rald, and tell me, if, litde as [ am, I can

be any way cf the leaft ufe to you.
Yon
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You will fee Emily before I doj; the
is more lovely, more enchanting, than
ever.

Mrs. Fizgerald will make me happy if
the can invent any commands for me,

Adieu! Believe me,
Your fauhful, &c.

Y. Rivers.

LET-
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L ETTE R CLXXIV.

To Colonel Rivers, at Bellfield, Rudand.

London, Sept. 13.

VERY mark of your friendfhip, my

dear Rivers, muft be particularly
pleafing to one who knows your worth as
1do: I bave, therefore, to thank you as
well for your letter, as for thofe obliging
offers of {ervice, which I fhall make no
fcruple of accepting, if I have occafion
for them.

I rejoice in the profpett of your being
as happy as myfelf: nothing can be more
juft than your ideas of marriage ; I mean,
of a marriage founded on inclination : all
that you deferibe, I am f{o happy as to expe-
rience.

I never
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I never loved my fweet girl fo tenderly
as fince fhe has been mine ; my heart ac-
knowledges the obligation of her having
trufted the future happinefs or mifery of
her life in my hands. She is every hour
more dear to me ; I value as I ought thofe
thoufand little attentions, by which a new
foftnefs is every moment given to our affec-
tion.

I do not indeed feel the fame tumul-
tuous emotion at feeing her.; but I feel a
fenfation equally delightful: a joy more
tranquil, but not lefs lively.

I will own to you, that I had firong pre-
judices againft marriage, which nothing
but love could have conquered ; the idea
of an indiffoluble union deterred me from
thinking of a ferious engagement: [ at-
tached myfelf to" the moft feducing, moft

4 attractive
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213
attraftive of women, without thinking the
pleafure I found in feeing her of any con-
fequence ; I thought her lovely, but never
fafpeted Iloved; I thought the delight [
tafted in hearing her, merely the effeés of
thofe charms which all the world found in
her converfation ; my vanity was gratified
by the flattering preference fhe gave me to
the reft of my fex; I fancied this all, and
imagined I could ceafe feeing the liule
fyren whenever I pleafed.

1 was, however, miftaken; love ftole
upon me imperceptibly, and e badinant
I was enflaved, when I only thought myfelf
amafed.

We have not yet feen Mifs Montague
we go down on Friday to Berkfhire,
Bell having fome letters for her, which fhe
was defired to deliver herfelf.

ITwill
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1 will write to you again the moment1
have feen her.

The invitation Mr. and Mrs. Temple
have been fo obliging as to give us,
is too pleafing to ourfelves not to be ac-
cepted ; we alfo expe@ with impatience
the time of vifiting you at your farm.

Adieun!

Your affetionate

J. FrrzceraLo.

LET-
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LETTER CLXXV,
To Captain FxtzGErALD.

Stamford, Sept. 16, Evening.

EING here on fome bufinefs, my dear
friend, I receive your letter intime to
anfwer it to-night.

We hope to be in town this day feven-
night; and I flatter myfelf, my dear:t
Emily will not delay my bappinefs many
days longer : I grudge you the pleaiure of
feeing her on Friday.

Vou. IIL L I tri-
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I triumph greatly in your having been
feduced into matrimony, becaufe I never
knew a man more of a turn to make an
agreable husband; it was the idea that
occurred to me the firft moment I faw
you.

Do you know, my dear Fitzgerald,
that, if your little fyren had not antici-
pated my purpofe, I had defigns upon you
for my fifter?

Through that carelefs, inattentive look
of yours, I faw fo much right fenfe, and
fo affeftionate a heart, that I withed no-
thing fo much as that fhe might have
attached you; and had laid a fcheme to
bring you acquainted, hoping the reft

1 from
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from the merit fo confpicuous in you
both.

Both are, however, fo happily difpofed
of elfewhere, that I have no reafon to re-
gret my {cheme did not fucceed.

There is fomething in your perfon, as
well as manner, which I am convinced
muft be particularly pleafing to women;
with an extremely agreable form, youhave
a certain manly, fpirited air, which pro-
mifes them a protector; a look of under-
ftanding, which is the indication of a
pleafing companion ; a fenfibility of coun-
tenance, which {peaksa friend and a lover ;
to which 1 ought to add, an affedtionate,
conftant attention to women, and a polite
indifference to men, which above all things
flatters the vanity of the fex.

L2 Of
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Of all men breathing, I fhould have
Lecn moft afraid of you as a rival; Mrs.
Fitzgerald has told me, you have faid the
fame thing of me.

Happily, however, our taftes were dif-
ferent ; the two amiable objedts of our ten-
dernefs were perhaps equally lovely ; but
it is not the meer form, it is the chara&er
that f{irikes: the fire, the {pirit, the vi-
vacity, the awakened manner, of Mifs
Fermor wou you ; whillt my heart was
captivated by that bewitching languor,
that feducing foftnefs, that melting fenfi-
bility, in the air of my fweet Emily, which
is, at Jealt to me, more touching than all
the {prightlinefs in the world.

There isin true fenfibility of foul, fuch
arefiftlefs charm, that we are even affe&ted
by that of which we are not ourfelves the
objett: we feel a degree of emotion at

being
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being witnefs to the affeftion which ano-
ther infpires.

*Tis late, and my horfes are at the
door.

Adieu! Your faithful

Ep. Rivers.

LET-
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LETTER LXXVL
To Mifs MONTAGU‘E, Rofe-hill, Berkihire.

Temple-houfe, Sept. 16.

HAVE but a moment, my deareft

Emily, to tell you heaven favors your
tendernefs: it removes every anxiety from
two of the worthieft and moft gentle of
human hearts.

You and my brother have both lamented
to me the painful neceflity you were under,
of reducing my mother to a lefs income
than that to which the had been accuf-
tomed.

An unexpeéted event has reftored to her
more than what her tendernefs for my
brother had deprived her of.

A relation
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A relation abroad, who owed every thing
to her father’s friendthip, has fent her, as
an acknowledgement of that friendthip, a
deed of gift, fettling on her four hundred
pounds a year for life.

My brother is at Stamford, and is yet
mnacquainted with this agreable event.

You will hear from him next poft.
Adien! my dear Emily!
Your affeftionate

L. TEMPLE.

END OF VOL. IL
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