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PREFACE. 

Reader, 

STOP-one half minute., 
before you go farther, that 
you and I may have '!- bit 
of chat, in order to under'."' 
fiand each other plainly. 
Quarrels and animofities . 
often arife, for .want of 
a clear underfianding; to 
guard againfi which, we 

A lliould 
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fhould always endeavour to 
- be explicit and candid ; if 

we are in fault, acknow
ledge it, which is far better, 
than by endeavouring to 
clear yourfelf from one 
crime, commit another 
twice as large. 

To my Country Readers. 

It is . neceffary I fhould 
fpeak a few words, to ex
plain what is meant by 
London Cries, and f ome
thing concerning the fame. 

Account 
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Account of London Cries.-. 

A great nll:mber of peo
ple, men, women, and chil
dren, of all defcriptions, 
and of various nations, ob
tain a livelihood by felling 
different articles about the 
Hreets ; they have all a 
peculiar voice, word,· or 
words, to fignify to the 
houfe-keepers what they 
have to fell : Hrangers, 
coming to London~ are 
much puzzled to under-

A 2 fiand 
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fiand their meaning; indeed, 
there are but few of thof e 
people, that f peak their 
W<~nds intelligible enough 
to be· underHood. Irifh
men, generally cry rabits} 
milk, and fi{h ; Jews are 
noted for buying and felling 
old clothes,hats, hare-Ik.ins, 
&c\; Italians are remarked 
for felling pictures, look
ing-glaffes, and weather
glaffes. A great variety 
of people of all nations, 
fell garden-fiuff, according 

to 
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to the feafon of the year, 
which they buy at' the large 
markets·, and carry about 
the fireets in ·wheelbarr6ws, 
carts, or upon their heads. 
Many of thefe people will 
get five orfixfhillingsaday, -
clear profit, while f ome of 
the poorer "fort are glad to 
get one {hilling. 

Having faid thus much 
concerning the Londou 
Cries, I fhall conclude this 
preface, by informing my 

A 3 good 
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good little readers, that if 
they ·<\f~ pleafed with this 
little book,, Mr. Fairburn 
has more of different Crie$, 
and upon other f ubjeB:s, 
ready to fell, or give away 
-in exchange for 

Six-pence .. 

• • THI,' 



THE; 

-CRIES 
OF 

LONDON. · 

GROWING, BLOWING, ALI, ALIVE. 

(C ry.) "Setting flowers fw your gardens 
of feveral farts." 

MY readers will fee I have 
here given them a view of a 
gardener, his name is Thomas 
Tliyrne, and by his indu.ftry, is 
,enabled from a fmall f pot of 

earth, 
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e_arth, to ·maint~in a wife and 

fix fmall children, and not 
-only fo, but he often does 
fomething towards the com
fortable f up port of his aged 

parents. 

He has here, pots with 

flowers in their bloom, which 

he raifed from the fmall fpot 
I have before noticed. When 

he was young, he applied ' 
himfelf to the cultivation of a 

little garden which belonged 

to his father, who, through 

misfortunes, was afterwards 
obl!ged to give it up. Tom, 

w~en this happened, though 
only 
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only twelve years of age, deter

mined not to be a burden 

to his parents, but feek for 

fome honefl method of li\ ing; 
and havrng been remarked . by 
a ne · gh bouring gentleman, - as 

an ir)duftrious fellow, was 

taken into his family,- to afiifi 

in the garden, where his fupe
rior manner of doing his bufi 

nefs, and goodnefs of beh;-i 
v iou r, made him a favo rite 

with the gentleman, who, ( afte r 

fom e years fervice) prefented 

him with the cottage and gar

den where he now lives.

Tom married one of the fer -

vants, 
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vants, and they are as happy 
as they can be. 

My readers will here fee the 
ad vantage of being indufirious 
when young, and of applying 
themrelves to fome employ
ment, that perhaps may, at a 
future time, provide them 
with a living. 

When Spring comes round, this man 
prepares, 

To virit all his friends; 
And -with the various plants he rears, , 

To get his bread intends ; 

For flowers of the fweetefl: kind, 

The flock, the pink, the rofe., 
He tries fome purchafers to find, 

And then he feeks repofe. 

\VAT F. R-
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WATER-CRESSES. 

" Come buy my nice Spring Water-crejfes." 

THE next character is a poor 

old woman, who is fo unfor

tunate as to be crook-backed, 

and 1nuch deformed : when 

young, fhe was entrufied by , 

her mother to the care of her . 

eldefi fifier, who minding her 

play more than her d1arge, 

let her fall, which occafioned 

this misfortune. As fhe grew 

up, her deformity increased, 

and the boys frequently call 

after her, by the· names of-
~, 01 
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" 0 Id Hunch Back," " 0 Id 
V/itch," and the like; but 
this is very wicked, and who
ever does fo, ought to be 
feverely correRed; the poor 
woman cannot help her miL 
fortune, and therefore ought 
to be pitied, not abufed: fhe 
has now no other way of living 
than by felling water-creffes, 
which are very pleafant when 
eaten with bread and cheefe, 
and very wholefome. 

Though £he is fo often inf ult
ed and abufed, yet fhe fiill en
deavours to gain fome part of 
her livelihood, and fets a very 

good 
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good example to young peo

ple, to do· aH they can to pre

vent their being burdens to 

their relation-s and friends. 

Nor are the felle.rs of water

creffes to be def pi fed on ac

count of their feeming i.nfigni

£cancy ,for I am well informed, 

that upwards of ten thoufand 

pounds worth, are yearly fold 

in Covent G-arden market ~ 
. ,-4::r:,;+4 &-&Hii6 

Fine water-crdfes, creffes fin'", 

My friends I've here to fell; 

T hey are- a relifu when you dmc, 

And you will like them well. 

Come buy, nor turn me from your door, 

Without fome aid you give.; 

For as: you fee I'm old.and poor, 

Aud other wife can't live. 

B FAT 
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FAT GOOSE. · 

'' Come buy a live Go~[e." 

THE next per fan is Ralph 
Harrow, a countryman, who 
is come to London to fell hi 
gee[e: he has been a ver 
induflrious and careful fellow, 
for when he was a boy, having 
a fortnight's holidays at Whit
f u ntide, a gentleman offered 
him a penny a day, and a large 
plumb-pudding on Saturday, 

. to pick ftones for him, which 
Ralph did, and at the end of 
·each week, received fix-pence 

a·nd 



I • 
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and and his pudding; the latter 

he divided amongfi his bro

thers and fifters, and with the 

1noney bought a young goofe 

of one of the neigh bour:s, 

which he kept 'till it layed 

eggs, and had young ones : 

in a fhort ti1;I1e, Ralph's flock 

increased, and he has now 

large numbers, and therefore 

often ·brings fame to London 

to fell. By this means he has 

been able to fave money, and 

has lately bought a cow, be

fides feveral :fheep.--The 

'fquire of the village having 

noted his c~refulncfs, has !et 

B 2 him 
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him a rmall farm, and lent him 
forne money to help flock it; 
and as he is h1ortly to be mar
ried to Dolly, the milk-maid, 

~ 

there is not the leafl doubt of 
his being very comfortable. 

My young friends, learn 
from this, to put every penny 
to a good ufe, and not to 
fquander away your money in 
what you may as well do 
without. 

Who'll buy a goofe, fine, fat, and foun&1 
As good as 'ere onfpit wcntrnurui; 
A fmall expence will make it nice, 
Nor is it over-high in price. 
They are not old, nor tougb, but .fit 
To be put on the Kin15's ow11 fpit; 
Then furc you won't refufe to buy, 
You ' ll not get berter, therefore try. 

APPLES 
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APPLES AND PEARS. 

" Which you will for a Hq!fpeniiy." 

MY good young friends, I 
dare fay you are fond of 
apples, and here fits a young 
girl, who, as you have often 
feen, · has got little piles of 
three or four apples or pears, 
and you may chufe which you 
will for a half penny. _ 

. I make no doubt, but that 
you who are good, have fre
quently an opportunity of pur
chafing a halfpenny worth; 
but you mufl not eat too many, 

n for 
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for if you do, they are hurt
ful, and may make you ill. 

This girl, who fells apples, 
and other fruit, goes every 
morning, early, to buy them 
at a large market, where the 
gardeners and farmers bring 
them, by waggon loads, and 
then having taken her uf ual 
fland, places her fruit in the 
manner you fee, and is always 
very glad when good young 
people come to buy : at night 
fhe returns to her lodg ings~ 
to be comfortable with her 
gains, and to prepare for next 
day. She once had the mi f-

fo rtu ne 
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fortune to have her ftall thrown 
over, anci broke to pieces by a 
fet of wicked drunken fellows, 
who~ere going that way, but 
they were taken up, put in 
Bridewell, and made to buy 
her another,. fo that , fhe was 
not much the loofer, and the 
wic~ed fellows were obliged 
to pay for their folly and 
cruelty. 

Take for a halfpenny which you will, 

I've numbers here their place to fill; 
N0r do I wifh a better Tot, 

Than to fell all the fruit I've got: 

I'd foon get more, and fill my fland, 
·with fruit the befl 'ere took in hand ; 

A.nd when night comes, would then retire> 
To fit in comfort fly my fire, ' 

RAR.EE 
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. ' 
RAREE SHO\V. 

) 

''. 1lere you.Jhall fa;, what you faall flt, 
" Battles by Land, and Fights by SM." 

THE man who you here 

behold fhewing the two little 

boys the curiofities of his box, 

has, as you fee, loft one arm. 
When he was young, he 

enliO:ed for a foldier, and after 
gallantly fighting in many bat
tles, he at }aft loft his arm in 

the following manner: an 

officer of his regiment was 
overpowered by numbers, and 

ju~ on the point of looG.ng hi s 
J·r 1.e, 





• 
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life, when this fol di er -came 

to his affiflance; he fought 
bravely, hut in the-encounter 

loft his left ar:m, by a firoke 

from a dragoon, he however, 

faved his officers life ; but he, 

like too many people, forgot 
the obligation, and negleEled 

rendering any affiflance to his 
preferver, when it was in his 

power fo to do. The poor 

man, when his wound was 

healed, returned to Eng!and, 

and having no other way of 

fupporting himfelf, travels 
about from town to town with -
this fhow, from the profits of 

which, he i.s enabled to live. 
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Let the condua· of the 

officer, remind my young 

friends, that ingratitude is the 

worft of fins, and very often 

proves fatal to the ungrateful 

' perfon, as it did to the officer, 

who in another engagement 

being in a like fituation, was 

negle8,ed by his foldiers, and 

killed on the fpot by hi s 

enemy. 

Come fee my !how, here's fights quite fi ne, 

Here's pr inces, queens, and k ings; 

Here1s churches, towns, and caflles tooJ 

W ith various other things : 

Hr.re's En gland 's gl ory, with iLs fleet, 

T riumphant on t he mai.n; 

He rc, we've complea tly beat the French , 

And ~ere we' r e drubbing Spain. 

PR I MROSES. 
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PRIMROSESo 
q 

" Four Bunches a Penny, Priinr,ojes. n 

HERE is a priqirofe girl, · 
who about Eafter, is heard · 
crying her fine primrofes, 
which {he invites people to 
buy, at the rate of four bun
ches a penny; as the[e flowers 
have a very agreeable fmell, , 
I think my r~aders would have 
no obje8:ion to a buneh or 
two of them, for which pur
pofe, if they cannot afford to 
buy, I would advife them to 

obtain 
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obtain leave of their friends 

to go out for an hour or two, 

to get fome, which they will 

find in the fields, under the 

hedges; but if they get this 

leave, they are not to run 

about and make themfel ves ali 

over mud and dirt, but return 

by the time allowed them, and 

then they will have leave to 

go out again. Thefe flower 

are feen in a pleafant time 

of the year, about Spring, and 

with violets, form a verypretty 

nofegay; but they foon withe.r ! 

from which, learn the fhort

nefs of life, and how foon it 

ma be EUt an end to .. 
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Youth, like prinu?fes, may 
be plea!ing to the eye, and 
agreeable to the frnell in the 
morning, but before noon, 

may be cut down by the fcythe 
of Death. It is as eafy for 
you to die, as it is to pick a 
prirnrofe, therefore improve 
every moment, then if you are 
unexpe8:edl y taken from this 
world, it will only be the 
forerunner of happinefs in 
another. 

This le!fon from the primrofe learn, 
That life will foon decay; 

And firive that f"veetnefs to obtain, 
That c~nnot die away. 

Thea if you leave this world when young, 
.Angels your foul will meet ; 

And like the flow'rs that grace your tomb, 
Your mem'ry will be fweet. 

C 1'0YS. 
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TOYS. _ 

" Here's Halberts, Swords, and T11p, 

" For pretty Little Girls and Boys." 

HERE is one of the indolent 

part of mankind, who to avoid 

working, walks about the 

{l:reets felling (words and hal

berts, for a halfpenny a piece ; 

he is f o lazy, that rather than 

work, he would go withou 

coat, fhoes, or flockings; he 

cares not how dirty he is, fo r 

when he puts a thing o n, he 

never takes it off ' till it is 
worn 
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worn out : he is now dreffed 

quite f mart, with fame clothes. 

juft given him, and with his 

cocked hat, cuts a curious 

figure. 'Tis a pity but his 

f words and halberts were taken 

from him, and given to my 

young re,-,ders, w bile he was 

fent for a foldier; for men who 

live as he does, and are able 

to work, . but refufe, ought to 

be made, and thrfe fort of 

trades left to tho[e whom age 

or other circurnftance , have 

rendered incapable of getting 

iheir bread any other way.- ., 

I very much doubt if fuch 

C 2 men 
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men as thefe, would have any 

obje8:iot1 to pick pockets, or 
do any other bad atlion, rather 
than work, which is very 
wicked, for he who will not 
work, Ihould not eat. 

Halberts and fwords have oft been us'd, 
Since war was fidl inventcJ ; 

'Tis pity things fi10uld be abus'd, 
That were for go od intended. 

Thus fteel was made for other ends, 

Than bloody cruel deeds; 

'Twas 11e'er ddign 1d to murder f1 iend ;, 

V/heo anger quarrel breeds. 

BAL LAO 

) 
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a bouf e fhould be on .fire, he 

often finds it ou-t in tffl)G, tQ 

prevent fo great a damage a~ 

-would otherwife happen . . , 

In general, they have a Yery 

curious method of crying-their 

hours,-fome make a noire 

through their nofes, others 

baw 1, but all fo very odd, that 

a flranger is apt to wonder 

... 1ow they could invent f ucli 
I 

jarring noifes. In fame towns, 

they c ry the hours in rhime; 

in others, fay fome particular 

wor.ds which cufion1 has made 

natural to them. At Chrill.mas 

they a!l attend for their boxes, 

and 
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and, perhaps, none are better 
entitled to them than he, 
who is obliged to be up ,all 
night . in the open air, as at 
that time of the year f ome
thing~additional muft be want
ing, to keep them comfortable, 
and · fortify them againft the 
effeas of bad weather. 

At morn, the watchman cries pafl ope, 
And fhortly after two ; 

And mind how quick. our time will run, 
For three foon comes his due. 
fafl three o'clock and a windy morning. 

Four, ' quick appear, and then to five, 
At fix he ends bis walk, 

' Tis then he feems to be alive, 
And merrily can talk 

About paflfix o'clock, and a cloudy morning . 

MATCHES. 
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MATCHES. 

H Good Matches, picked-po.inted Matclies." . 

HERE is a woman felling 
matches, and I · believe to 
many, fhe would be very ac
ceptable could fhe match 
them. She muft be ufeful, 
for fhe is in the daily praRice 
of providing methods to give 
us light. Her matches are 
picked, confequently well 
forted; this is unlike many, 
who are too frequently of a 
different fart, fo that when 
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the {park of debate is thrown 
on the tinder_ of di fagreerhent, 
by applying different matches, 
the brimftone of re·venge will 
burn, nor can it be quenched, 
'till it ~~s entirely ,confumed, 
or rather exceeded the flame 
of love, which feldom after is 
lighteid up again : then indeed 
the matches are faid to be 
pointed, for pointed they are, 
and generally with hatred, 
malice, jealouf y and ill-will : 
off uch, my readers, beware. 

This woman, and her wares 
are, however, very ufeful, as a 
light in .the night is fo often 

wanted, 
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count of his profeffion and 

deformity, asitis ufualto have 

fuch- a charaaer ~to fiil the 

office ;-but as he has no man

fion-houfe, fees of office, or 

annual income, f ufficient tg 
f up port his d{·g'nity, he is obli

ged to fubfift by felling muffins, 

having no other way of living, 

and on account of his misfor

tunes, he is much to be pitied; 

therefore, as he trie·s honeftly 

to get his bread, my young 

readers ought to encourage 

him in preference to thofe who 

are continually afking cha

rity,-though more able to get 

D 2 their 
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their bread than many a poor 
labouring man, who works 
twelve hours a day, for a !hil
ling or eighteen-pence. 

Sir Harry Dimfdale, here with crumpets, 
Sound's louder than a dozen trumpets; 
Good Yorkfhire cakes and muffins under 
A good white cloth, al0ud he'll thunder. 
And that you'll buy is frill the pray'r ' 
Of this brave knight, fam'd Garrat's Mayor. 

Nice Yorkfh11e cakes come buy of me, 
And bake them crifp and brown, 

They're very good to eat with tea, 
And :fit for lord or clown. 

My muffins and my crumpets too, 
Will pleafe the nicc!l ta!le; 

They're made by me a11d f1fl:er Sue, 
Who fcorn a bit to wafie. 

NAR , 
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H.fo.RE SKINS OR RABBIT 

SKINS. 

" H~r, Skins or Rabbit Skins, any old 13rokm 

Fl:'nt G!afi, or Phials to Jell." 

THIS woman is employed by 
hatters to collea the fkins of 

hares and other animals, for 

the purpofe of ufing the fur, 

with which many hats are made, 

though the hair from the bea

ver's {kin makes much the ~befl 

and handfornefi, and Iikewifc 

the dearefi:, and as many are 

<laily bought of the hares and 

rabbit 
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rabbit {kins in the metropolis, 
it is often a profitable bufinefs. 

There is an old, but a juft 
faying, "Farthings well faved 
" amount to pounds at laft," 
and may be verified in this 

woman, who by being very 
attentive to her trade, has 
found means to make her life 

very comfortab!e; if fhe does 
not get a hi3-re or a rabbit fkin 
in a ftreet one day, :!he does 
not negleEl going through it on 
the next, for {he wifely con
fiders, that if the~e are none 

to day, there may be to-mor

row, and if my readers take 
this 
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this as a pattern, they may, 
perhaps, frequently obtain 
their wifhed-for end, by perfe
verance, but then it mufi be 

>\in that w bich is right. When 
you once begin a thing, never 
leave off till you. have finifhcd 
it, as you thereby leave a 
thing incomplete, which if 
finifhed, might reflea the 
greatefi credit and honour 
upon the perfon. 

How many v, ;ous ways arc us'd, 
To get a livelihood; 

And few, unlcfs they are abus'd , 
But will gain daily food. 

For hare or rabbit fkins all day, 
About this woman plies; 

Al'ld yet I think no one wilI pay, 
For her fkin, when fhe dies . 

N F.WS 
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NEWS. 

" Great News, extraordinary New,." 

PERHAPS of all the animals, 

who under the name of mor

tals, daily get their bread in 
the fireets of the metropolis, 

few can equal the news boy :

born in obfcurity, in the lo<i : 
eft fcenes of wretchednefs, he 
is continually telling the fecrets 

of the great, his fame is conti 
nually refound-ing to all true 
lovers of their country, and 
he is often the herald of j·oy; 
there are fome to w horn he is 

difa~ 









• 
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difagreeable, to cuckolds, for 
he put$ them in mind 0£ horns; 
~o thofe who turn night into 
day, for he difturbs their ill
timed fleep, and to thofe whof e 
aEtions will not bear the light, 
for they are afraid he may car
ry about with him the means 
of their deteEtion. 

But he is certainly very ufe
f ul, as he circulates informa
tion of the various occurrences 
which happen in the nation, 
and cannot be faid to get his 
bread idly, for he is e ver in 
ha fie. 

E 
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It may be worth my readers 

remarking, that the word news, 

contain the initial letters of the 

four quarters of the globe, 

North, Eafl, W efi, South, 

and you learn from thence, 

that as one paper contains in

telligence from every part, fo · 

fhould you endeavour with 

- li ttle, to do much. 

Thefe boys the populace amufe, 

Wjth extraordinary News; 

Of battles won, :rnd thoufands d ead, 

Which in their papers may be read; 

!ut yet, if you the truth would know, 

Time only that to you will !hew, 

1 lI l:. 



THE 

CUSTOMS 
IN' 

LONDON, 
COMPARED WITH THOSE IN THE 

COUNTRY. 

LONDON, is of all places-, 
the moft convenient and re
tired for a man of fmall fortune; 
there, every foit of neceffary 
is to be had in the fmallefi 
quantities, and provided a 
man has a clean iliirt and 
three-pence in his pocket, he 
may talk as loud in a coffee
houf e, as a man Qf a thoufand 

E 2 pound 
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pounds a year; appearances 
are every thing-for in the 
public gardens, and places of 
public amufement, all kinds, 
forts, and qualities, are mi'ngled 
together: journeymen tallow
chandlers and men milliners; 
the merchant of ten thoufand 
pounds property, with the 
Journeyman fhoemaker, who 
earns ten Ihillings a week; 
butcher's daughters, dreffecl 
out in the firfl ftyle, elbowing 
and pufhing by a lady of for
tune: f uch are the contrafls 
and variety to be feen in Lon
don. · If you can pref erve a: 

·' · · ·· decent 
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decent appearance, no one 
:lfks how you live, er where 
you dined laft, whether your 
habitation is in a . garret 
four pa.fr of flairs high, or in 
a houfe elegantly furnifhed; 
whet~er you regale your palate 
with the dainty luxuries of the 
earth, chicken, game, fi{h and 
flefh, or fatisfy the cravings 
of nature with ,:lheep's head 
and broth : [ uch is the effea 
of appearances, that you are 
treated with the fame civility 
and attention, while you wear 
a good coat, and pay your 
way. ft is not fo in the COUilc 

try; 
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try; your neighbours wa1iting 

that conftant fupply of news 

or, amuf ement to be had in a 

great city, buf y themfelves in 

the minuteft enquiries, n0t 

only fcrutinizing into the 

--birth, parentage, education, 

and fortune of their neigh

bours, but even enquiring 

into the particulars of their 

daily houfekeeping ;infomuch, 

that at the little chandler's fhop 

in every village, it is exaaly 

known, how many eggs Mr. 

Vvhat's-his-name had in his 

pudding laft Sunday; who is 

the worft bufband, and when 
he 
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he beat his wife lafi; and when 
and what time Mrs. Somebody 
was caught with Mr. Sue.h
a-one, for which her hufband 
has turned her out of doors. 

If a ftranger comes into the 
village, every tongue is fet 
moving, enquiring who he is? 
what he is ? where he came 
from? what is his bufinefs? &c. 
In every village, I believe, 
there is one, more famous for 
1i'ews than the refi, who is 
poking his, or her nofe, into 
every perfon's houfe, to fmell 
out fome novelty; and having 
once got f cent of fomething 

frefh, 
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frefh, they feldom reft 'till 

they have gained every infor

mation obtainable, at the gro

cer's, tbe tay lor's, the black

fmith's, and the cobler's.-

Such is the diffe
1

rence between 

London and the Country. 

THE END. 
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