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THE fingular circumftance, that the name of an out-
lawed individual of the twelfth or thirteenth cen-
tury fhould continue traditionally popular, be chanted in
ballads, and, as one may fay,

Familiar in our mouth as houfehold words,

at the end of the eighteenth, excited the editors curiofity
to retrieve all the hiftorical or poetical remains concern-
ing him that could be met with: an objeé which he
hasoccafionally purfued for many years; and of which pur-
fuit he now publithes the refult. He cannot, indeed, pretend
that his refearches, extenfive as they muft appear, have
been attended with all the fuccefs he could have withed ;
but, at the fame time, it ought to be acknowleged that

many poetical pieces, of great antiquity and fome merit,
are defervedly refcued from oblivion.

The materials collefted for ¢ the life”” of this cele-
brated character, which are either preferved at large, or
carefully refered to, in the ¢¢ notes and illuftrations,” are
not, it muft be confefled, in every inftance, {fo important,
{o ancient, or, perhaps, fo authentic, as the fubject {eems
to demand ; although the compiler may be permitted

to fay, in humble fecond-hand imitation of the poet
Martial :

Some there are good, fome middling, and fome bad ;
But yet they were the beft that could be had,
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‘Defirous to omit nothing that he could find upon the
{ubject, he has everywhere faithfully vouched and exhi-
bited his anthorities, fuch as they are: it would, there-
for, feem altogether uncandid or unjuft to make him re-
fponfible for the want of authenticity of {uch of themn as
may appear liable to that imputation.

The juftice or candour, however, which he has reafon
to expe® from the profeffed critic, who is allowed to
diftate or influence the public opinion, may be eafyly
conceived; fince the author of an article in the Critical
review, for the month of January, 1792, who was ne-
ceflaryly an entire ftranger to the particular contents of
thefe volumes,was pleafed, by way of anticipation, it would
feem, of his own criticifm, (too frequently exercifed on
fubje@ts he is equally ignorant of,) to pronounce them
¢ the refufe of a ftall.” To the impartial critic, whether
hireling or volunteer, who points out errors that might be
correfted, and faults that might be remedyed, in a word,
who, inftead of abufing books for being what they are,
fhews what they fhould have been, an author or editor is
not lefs, and, perhaps, even much more, indebted and
obliged than the public at large; but, to adopt the words
of the great Milton, one muft always ¢ AgoMINAT THE
CENSURE OF RASCALS,”
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[ T will {carcely be expeéted that one fhould be able to
offer an authentic narrative'of the life and tranfaétions
of this extraordinary perfonage. The times in which he
lived, the mode of life he adopted, and the filence or lofs
of contemporary writers, are circumitances fufficiently fa-
vorable, indeed, to romance, but altogether inimical to
hiftorical truth. The reader muft, therefor, be contented
with fuch a detail, however fcanty or imperfe&, as a zea-
lous purfuit of the {ubjeé enables one to give; and
which, though it may fail to fatisfy, may poflibly ferve to
amufe.

No affiftance has been derived from the labours of his
profefled biographers (2); and even the induftrious fir
John Hawkins, from whom the public might have ex-
pected ample gratification upon the {ubje&t, acknowleges
that ¢ the hiftory of this popular hero is but little known,
and all the {cattered fragments concerning him, could
they be brought together, would fall far fhort of {atisfy-
ing fuch an enquirer as none but real and authenticated
facts will content. We muft,” he fays, ¢ take his ftory
#s we find it.”” He accordingly gives us nothing but twe

a 2
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or three trite and trivial extraéts, with which every one,
at all curious about the fubje&, was as well acquainted as
himfelf. It is not, at the fame time, pretended, that the
prefent attempt promifes more than to bring together the
{cattered fragments to which the learned hiftorian alludes.
“This, however, has been done, according to the beft of
the compilers information and abilities ; and the refult is,
with a due fenfe of the deficiency of both, fubmitted to
the readers candour.

OBIN HOOD wasbornat Locksley,in the county
of Nottingham, (A) in the reign of king Henry the
fecond, and about the year of Chrift 1160 (B). Hisex-
traction was noble, and his true name RoegerT FiT2-
ooTH, which vulgar pronunciation eafyly corrupted
into Roein Hoop (C). He is frequently ftiled, and
commonly reputed to have been rarL or HunrinG-
pon ; a title to which, in the latter part of his life, at
leat, he a&ually appears to have had fome fort of preten-
fion (D). In his youth he is reported to have been of a
wild and extravagant difpofition ; infomuch that, his in-
heritance being confumed or forfeited by his excefles, and
his perfon outlawed for debt, either from neceflity or
choice, he fought an afylum in the woods and forefts,
with which immenfe tralts, efpecially in the northern
parts of the kingdom, were at that time covered (E).
Of thefe he chiefly affeted Barnfdale, in Yorkfhire,
Sherwood, in Nottinghamfhire, and, according to fome,
Plompton-park, in Cumberland (F). Here he either
found, or was afterward joined by, a number of perions
in fimilar circumftances ;

¢ Such as the fury of ungovern’d youth
Thruft from the company of awful men ;" (*F)

who appear to have confidered and obeyed him as their
chief or leader, and of whom his principal favourites, or
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thofe in whofe courage and fidelity he moft confided,
were LiTtTLE Jorn, (whofe furname is fad to have
been Nailor,) WirrLiam Scaprock (Scathelock or
" Scarlet), GeorGE a GreEN, pinder (or pound-keep-
er)of Wakefield, Mucs, a millers fon, and a certain
monk or frier named Tuck (G). He is likewife faid to
have been accompanyed in his retreat by a female, of
whom he was enamoured, and whofe real or adopted
name was Marian (H).

His company, in procefs of time, confifted of a hun-
dred a,chers, men, fays Major, moft fkilful in battle,
whom four times that number of the boldeft fellows darft
not attack (I). His manner of recruiting was fomewhat
fingular ; for, in the words of an old writer, ¢ wher-
foever he hard of any that were of unufual ftrength and
¢ hardines,” he would defgyfe himfelfe, and, rather then
fayle, go lykea begger to become acquaynted with them;
and, after he had tryed them with fyghting ; never give
them over tyl he had ufed means to drawe [them] to lyve
after his fathion” (J): a praltice of which numerous in-
ftances are record >d in the more common and popular
fongs, where, indeed, he feldom fails to receive a found
. beating. In fhooting with the long bow, which they
chiefly practifed, << they excelled all the men of the land;
tough, as occation required, they had alfo other wea-
pons” (K).

In thefe forefls, and with this company, he for many
years reigned like an independant {overeign; at perpe-
petual war, indeed, with the king of England, and all his
fubjetts, with an exception, however, of the poor and
needy, and fuch as were ‘¢ defolate and opprefled,” or
flood in need of his protetion. When molefted, by a fu-
perior force, in one place, he retired to another, fill de-
tying the power of what was called’ law and government,
and rmklng his enemies pay dearly, as well for their open
attacks, as for their clandeftine treachery. It 1s not, at

A 3
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the fame time, to be concluded that he muft, in this op-
pofition, have been guilty of manifeft treafon or rebel-
lion ; as he moft certainly can be juftly charged with
nelther An outlaw, in thofe times, bemg depnved of
prote&ion, owed no allegiance : ¢ his hand ¢ was’ againft
every man, and every mans hand againft him” (L).
Thefe forefts, in fhort," were his territories; thofe who
accompanyed and adhered to him his fubjects:

The world was not his friend, nor the worlds law :

and what better title king Richard could pretend to the
territory and people of England than Robin Hood had
to the dominion of Barnfdale or Sherwood is a queftion
humbly fubmitted to the confideration of the political
philofopher.

The deer with which the royal forefts then abounded
(every Norman tyrant being, like Nimrod, ¢ a mighty
hunterbefore the lord’”) would afford our hero and his com-
panions an ample fupply of food throughout the year; and
of fuel, for drefling their venifon, or for the other pur-
pofes of life, they could evidently be in no want. The
reft of their neceflaries would be eafyly procured, partly
by taking what they had occafion for from the we althy
paflenger, who traverfed or approached their territories,
and partly by commerce with the neighbouring villages
or great towns.

It may be readyly imagined that fuch a life, during
great part of the year, at leaft, and while it co'mnucd
free from the alarms or apprehenfions to which our
forefters, one would {uppofe, muft have been too fre-
quently fubject, might be fufficiently plex fant and defirca-
b;e, and even deferve the compliment which is payed to
it by ona«dyare, in his comedy of .45 you lz(e ity (A&t 1.
fcene 1.) where, on Olivers "’hr" “ where will the nld
duke five ?*” Charles anfwers, ¢ They fay he is already
in the foreft of Arden, and a many merry men with him ;
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and there they live like the orp Rosin Hoop or
ENGLAND; . -  and fleet the time carelefsly as they
did in the golden world.” Their gallant chief, indeed,
may be prefumed to have frequently exclaimed with the
banifhed Valentine, in another play of the fame
author: * ;

¢t How ufe doth breed a habit in a man'!
This fhadowy defert, unfrequented woods,

1 better brook than fourifhing peopled towns:
Here can I fit alone, unfeen of any,

And, to the nightingale’s complaining notes,
Tune my diftrefles, and record my woes.”

He would, doubtlefs, too often find occafion to add:

¢« What hallooing and what ftir is this to-day ?
Thefe are my mates, that make their wills their law,
Have fome unhappy paffenger in chace :

They love me well; yst I have much to do,

To keep them from uncivil outrages.”

But, on the other hand, it will be at once difficult and
painful to conceive,

When they did hear

The rain and wind beat dark December, how,
In that their pinching cave, they could difcourfe
The freezing hours away ! (M)

Their mode of life, in fhort, and domeftic ceconomy,
of which no authentic particulars have been even tradi-
tionally preferved, are more eafyly to be guefled at than
defcribed. They have, neverthelels, been elegantly
fketched by the animating pencil of an excellent, though
negleted poet. ; i

¢ The merry pranks he play’d, would afk an age to tell,
And the adventures {trange that Robin Hood befell,

% Two gentlemen of Verona, att 5. {cene 4.
a4
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When Mansfield many a time for Robin hath been laid,
How he hath coufen’d them, that him would have betray’d 3
How often he hath come to Nottingham difguis’d,

And cunningly efcap’d, being fet to be furpriz’d.

In this our fpacious ifle, I think there is not one,

But he hath heard fome talk of him and little John

And to the end of time, the tales hall ne’er be done,

Of Scarlock, George a Green, and Much the miller’s (on,
Of Tuck the merry friar, which many a fermon made

In praife of Robin Hood, his out-laws, and their trade.

An hundred valiant men had this brave Robin Hood,

Suill ready at his call, that bow-men were right good,

All clad 1n Lincoln green, (N) with caps of red and blue,
His fellow’s winded horn not one of them but knew,

When fetting to their lips their little beugles (hrill,

The warbling ecchos wak’d from every dale and hill.

Their bauldricks fet with ftuds, athwart their thoulders caft,
To which under their arms their fheafs were buckled faft,

A fhort fword at their belt, a buckler fcarce a fpan,

Who {truck below the knee, not counted thena man :

All made of Spanifh yew, their bows were wondrous firong ;
They not an arrow drew, but wasa cloth-yard long,

Of archery they had the very perfet craft,

With broad-arrow, or but, or prick, or roving fhaft,

At marks full forty fcore, they us’d to prick, and rove,

Yet higher than the breaft, for compafs never ftrove ;

Yet at the fartheft mark a foot could hardly win

At long-outs, fhort, and hoyles, each one could cleave the pin:
Their arrows finely pair’d, for timber, and for feather,
With birch and brazil piec’d to fly in any weather;

And fhot they with the round, the {quare, or forked pile,
The loofe gave fuch a twang, as might be heard a mile,
And of thefe archers brave, there was not any one,

But he could kill a deer his fwifteft {peed upon,

Which they did boil and roaft, in many a mighty wood,
Sharp hunger the fine fauce to their more kingly food.
Then taking them to reft, his merry men and he

Slept many a fummer’s night under the greenwood tree,
From wealthy abbots chefts, and churls abundant ftore,
What oftentimes he took, he thar’d amonglt the poor :
No lordly bithop came in lufly Robin’s way,

To him before he went, bu: for his pals muft pay :

The widow in diftrefs he graciously reliev'd,

And remedied the wrongs of many a virgin griev’d ; (O)
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He from the hufband’s bed no married woman wan,

But to his miltrefs dear, his loved Marian,

Woas ever conftant known, which wherefoe’er fhe came,
Was fovereign of the woods; chief lady of the game :

Her clothes tuck’d to the knee, and dainty braided hair,
With bow and quiver arm’d, (he wander’d here and there,
Amongft the forclts wild ; Diana never knew

Such pleafures, nor {uch harts as Mariana flew.”*

That our hero and his companions, while they lived
in the woods, had recourfe to robbery for their better {fup-
port is neither to be concealed nor to be denyed. Teftimo-
nies to this purpofe, indeed, would be equally endlefs and
unneceflary.  Forduan, in the fourteenth century, calls
him, < ille famofiffimus ficcarius,” that moft celebrated
robber, and Major terms him and Little John, ¢ fama-
tiffimi latrones.”  Buat it is to be remembered, according
to the confeflion of the latter hiftorian, that, in thefe ex-
ertions of power, he took away the goods of rich men
only; never killing any perfon, unlefs he was attacked
or refited : that he would not fuffer a woman to be
maltreated ; nor ever took any thing from the poor, but
charitably fed them with the wealth he drew from the
abbots. I disapprove, {ays he, of the rapine of the mans
but he was the molt humane and the prince of all rob-
bers(*O). In allufion, no doubt, to this irregular and pre-
datory courfe of life, he has had the honour to be compai-
ed to the illuftrious Wallace, the champion and deliverer of
his country ; and thag, it is not a litile remarkable, in the
latters own time (P).

Our hero, indeed, {eems to have held bithops, abbots,
prieits, and monks, 1n a word, all the clergy, regular or
{ecular, in decided averfion. '

¢ Thele byfhoppes and thyfe archebylhoppes,
Ye fhall themn bete and bynde,”

was an injunétion carefully impreffed upon his followers:

* Dravytons Polyolbion, fong xxvi.
5. ? o
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and, in this part of his condud, perhaps, the pride, ava-
rice, uncharitablenefs, and hypocrify of thefe clerical
drones, or pious locufts, (too many of whom are filt
permitted to prey upon the labours of the induftrious, and
are fupported, in pampered luxury, (Q) at the expence of
thofe whom their ufelels and pernicieus craft tends to re-
tain in fuperflitious ignorance and irrational fervility,)
will afford him ample juftification. 'The abbot of Saint
Marys, in York, (R) from fome unknown caufe, appears
to have been diftinguithed by particular animofity ; and
the (herif of Nottinghamfhire, (S) who may have been
too active and officious in his endeavours to apprehend
him, was the unremitted objeét of his vengeance.
Notwithftanding, however, the averfion in which he
appears to have held the clergy of every denomination,
he was a man of exemplary piety, according to the no-
tions of that age, and retained a domeftic chaplain (frier
"Tuck no doubt) for the diurnal celebration of the divine
myfteries. This we learn from an anecdote preferved by
Fordun, as an inftance of thofe a&ions which the hiftorian
allows to deferve commendation. One day, as he heard
mafs, which he was moft devoutly accuftomed to do, (nor
would he, in whatever neceflity, fuffer the office to be inter-
rupted,) he was efpyed by a certain fherif and officers be-
longing to the king, who had frequently before molsfted
him, in that moft {ecret recefs of the wood where he was
at mafs. Some of bhis people, who perceived what was
going forward, advifed him to fly with all fpeed, which,
out of reverence to the facrament, which he was then
moft devoutly worfhiping, he abfolutely refufed to do.
But the reft of his men having fled for fear of death, Ro-
bin, confiding folely in him whom he reverently wor-
fhiped, with a very few, who by chance were prefent, fet
upon his enemtes, whom he eafyly vanquithed; and,
being enriched with their fpoils and ranfom, he always
held the minifters of the church and mafles in greater
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veneration ever after, mindful of what is vulgarly
faid :

Him god does {urely hear
Who oft to th’ mafs gives ear. (T)

They who deride the miracles of Mofes or Mahomet
are at full liberty, no doubt, to reject thofe wrought in
favour of Robin Hood. But, as a certain admirable
author exprefles himfelf, ¢ an honeft man and of good
judgment believeth {till what is told him, and that which
he finds written.” :

Having, for a long feries of years, maintained a fort of
independant fovereignty, and fet kings, judges, and ma-
giftrates at defiance, a proclamation was publifhed, offer-
ing a confiderable reward for bringing him in either dead
or alive; which, however, feems to have been produc-
tive of no greater fuccels than former attempts for that
purpofe (U). At lengh, the infirmities of old age in-
creafing upon him, and defirous to be relieved, in a fit of
ficknefs, by being let blood, he applyed for that purpoie
to the priorefs of Kirkleys-nunuery in Yorkfhire, his re-
lation, (women, and particularly religious women, being,
in thofe times, fomewhat better fkilled in furgery than
the fex is at prefent,) by whom he was treacherously
{uffered to bleed to death. This event happened on the
18th of November, 1247, being the 3ift year of king
Henry 1I1. and (if the date afligned to his birth be cor-
re®) about the 87th of his age. (V) He was intered
under fome trees, at a fhort diftance from the houfe; a
ftone being placed over his grave, with an infcription to
his memory (W).

Such was the end of Robin Hood: a man who, in 2
baibarous age, and under a complicated tyranny, difplay-
ed a fpirit of freedom and independence, which has en-
deared him to the common people, whofe caule he main-
tained, (for all oppofition to tyranny is the cauie of the
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people,) and, in fpite of the malicious endeavous of piti-
ful ‘monks, by whom hiftory was confecrated to the
crimes and follies of titled ruffians and fainted idiots, to
fupprefs all record of his patriotic exertions and virtuous
ats, will render his name immortal.

“ Dum juga montis aper. fluvios dum pifeis amabit,

Dumgue thymo pafeentur apes,durt rore cicade,
Semper honos, nomengue tuum, laudesque manebunt,”

With refpe@ to his perfonal chara&er: it is {ufficiently
evident that he was ative, brave, prudent, patient; pof-
fefled of uncommon bodyly ftrength, and confiderable mi-
hitary fkill; juft, generous, benevolent, faithful, and be-
loved or revered by his followers or adherents for his ex-
cellent and amiable qualities. Fordan, a prieft, extols his
piety, and piety, by a prieft, is regarded as the perfeétion of
virtae; Major (as we have {cen) pronounces him the
moft humane and the prince of all robbers; and Camden,
whofe teftimony is of fome weight, calls him < prezdo-
nem mitiffimum,” the gentleft of thieves. As proofs of
his univerfal and fingular popularity : his flory and ex-
ploits have been made the fubje& as well of various dra-
matic exhibitions (X), as of innumerable poems, rimes,
tongs and ballads (¥): he has given rife to divers pro-
verbs (4); and to {wear by him, or fome of his compani-
ous, appears to have been a ufual pradtice (A A): his fongs
have been prefered, on the moft folemn occafions, not only
to the pfalms of David, but to the new teftament (BBy;
his fervice to the word of god (CC): he may be regarded
as the patron of archery (DD): and, though not actually
canonized, (a fituation to which the miracles wrought in
his favour, as well in his lifetime as after his death, and
the fupernatural powers he is, in fome parts, fuppofed to
have poflefled (EE), give him an indifputable claim,) he
obtained the principal diftin¢tion of fainthood, in having
a feftival allotted to him, and folemn games inftituted in
honeur of his memory, which were celebrated till the
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jatter end of the fixteenth century ; not by the populace
only, but by kings or princes and grave magiftrates ; and
that as well in Scotland as in England ; being confidered,
in the former country, of the higheft political importance,
and effential to the civil and religious liberties of the peo-
ple, the efforts of government to fupprefs them frequently
producing tumult and infurre®ion (FF): his bow, and
one of his arrows, his chair, his cap, and one of his {lip-
pers, were preferved, with peculiar veneration, till within
the prefent century (GG); and not only places which af-
forded him fecurity or amufement, but even the well at
which he quenched his thirft, ftill retain his name (EILL) -
2 name which, in the middle of the prefent century, was
confered as an honorable diftinétion upon the prime
minifler to the king of Madagafcar (1I).

After his death his company was difperfed (J]). Hif-
tory is filent in particulars: all that we can, therefor,
learn is, that the honour of Little Johns death and burial
is contended for by rival nations (KK) ; that his grave
continued long ¢ celebrous for the yielding of excellent
whetftones ;> and that fome of his defcendants, of the
name of Nailor, which he himfelf bore, and they from
him, were in being fo late as the laft century (LL).
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REFERED TO IN THE

O R B GIO TN G LT .
(a) ¢¢ ORMER biographers, &'c.”’] Such, that s

as have already appeared in print, fince
fort of manufcript life in the Sloane library will appear
to have been of {fome fervices The firlt of thefe refpecta- .
ble perfonages is the anthor, or rather compiler, of ¢« The
noble birth and gallant atchievements of that remarkable
outlaw Robin Hood ; together with a true account,
of the many merry extravagant exploits he played ; in
twelve feveral ftories: newly colleted by an 1ngenious
antiquary. London, printed by W. O.” [William Ona
ley.] 4to. black letter, no date. Thefe ¢ feveral flories,”
fn ta&, are only fo many of the fongs in the common
Garland tranfprofed; and the ¢ ingenious antiquary,”
who ftrung them together, has known fo little of his
trade, that he fets out with informing us of his heros ba-
nithment by king Henry the ¢ighth.  The above is {up-
pofed to be the ¢ {mall merry book” calied Robin Hood,
mentioned m a lit of ¢ books, ballads, and hiftories,
printed for and fold by William Thackeray at the A ngel
in Duck-lane”, (about 1680,) preferved in one of the
volumes of old ballads (part of Bagfords colleéiion) in
the Britufh mufeum.

Another piece of biography, from which much will
not be expetted, is, ¢¢ T'he lives and heroick atchieve-
ments of the renowned Robin Hood, and Fames Hind,
two noted robbers and highwaymen. London, 1752.”*
8vo. 'T'lis, however, is probably nothing more than an
extrat from Johnlons Liwes of the bighwaymen, in
which, as a {pecimen of the authors hifturical authenti-
city, we have the life and aétions of that noted robber,
sik Joun FaLsTaFrF.
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The principal if not f{ole reafon why our hero is never
once mentioned by Matthew Paris, Benedictus abbas, or
any other ancient Englifh hiftorian, was moft probably
his avowed enmity to churchmen; and hiftory, in for-
mer times, was written by none but monks. From
the fame motives that Jefephus is pretended to have fup-
prefled all mention of Jefus Chrit, they were unwilling
to praife the actions which they durft neither misrepre-
fent nor deny. Fordun and Major, however, being
foreigners, have not been detered by this profeflional
{pirit from remdering homage to his virtues.

(A) ¢—was born at Locksley in the county of Not-
tingham.”] ¢ Robin Hoed,” fays 2 MS. in the Bri-
tith Mufeum, (Bib. Sloan. 715.) written, asit {eems,
toward the end of the fixteenth century, ¢ was borne at
Lockesley in Yorkthyre, or -after others in Notingham-
fhire.”” The writer here labours under manifeft igno-
rance and confufion, but the firf row of the rubric will
fet him right :

¢ In Lock/ly town, in merry Nottinghamjbire,
In merry {weet Lockfly town,

There bold Robin Hood was 4orz and was bred,
Bold Robin of famous renown,”’#

Dr. Fuller (Worthies of England, 1662, p.320.) is
doubtful as to the place of his nativity. Speaking of
the ¢ Memorable Perfons” of Nottinghamthire, ¢ Ro-
bert Hood,” fays he, ¢ (if not by bzrth) by his chief
abode this country-man.”

The name of {fuch a town as Locksley, or Loxley (for fo,
we fometimes find it {pelled), in the county of Notting-
bham or of York, does not, it muft be confefled, occur
either in fir Henry Spelmans Fillare Anglicum, in
Adams’s Index willaris, in Whatleys Englands gazetieer,+

* See part I1. ballad 1.

+ All three mention a Lox/ey in Warwickfhire, and 2nother in
Staffordfhjre (¢ near Needwood-forelt; the manor and {eat of the
Kinardsleys”’).
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in Thorotons Hiffory of Nottinglamfbire, or in the No=
mina villarum Eboracenfium (York, 1768, 8vo). The
filence of thefe authorities is not, however, to be
regarded as a conclufive proof that fuch a place never
exifted. The names of towns and villages, of which no
trace is now to be found but in arcient writings, would
fill a volume.

{B)—-<in the reign of king Henry the fecond, and
aboutthe year of Chrift 1160.] « Rebin Hood,” according
to the Sloane MS. ¢ was borne . . . in the dayes of Henry
the 2nd, about the yeare 1160.”” This was the 6th year
ef that monarch; at whofe death (azzo 1189) he would,
of courfe, be about 29 years of age. Thofe writers are
therefor pretty correct who reprefent him as playing bis
pranks (Dr. Fallers phrafe) in the reign of king Ri-
chard the firft, and, according to the laft named author,
¢ about the year of our lord 1200.””% Thus Major
{(who is followed by Stowe, Ainales 1502, p."227%)
“ Circa hac tempora [{ci. Ricardi 1.) ut auguror, &c.”
A MS. note in the Mufeum (B:b. Har. 1233.) not, in
VIr. Wanleys opinion, to be relyed on, places him in
the fame period, ¢ Zemp. Rich. 1. ” Nor is Fordun
altogether out of his reckoning in bringing him down
to the time of Henry IILI. as we fhall hereafter
fee; and with him agrees that < noble clerke
mailter Hector Boece,” who in the nineteeth chapter of
his < threttene buke, ”fays, ¢ About this tyme was that
waithman Robert Hode with his fallow litil Johne, &5c.”
(Hyflory of Scotland, Edin. 1541. fo.) A modern wri-
ter, (Hiflory of Whitsy, by Lionel Charlton, York, 1770,
4to.) though of no authority in this point, has done well
enough to {peak of him as living “ in the days of abbot
Richard and Peter his fucceflor; »> that is, between the
years 1176 and 1211. 'The author of the two plays up-

* Itis 1100 in the original, but that is clearly an error of the
prefs.
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on the ftory of our hero, of which a particular account
will be hereafter given, makes him contemporary with
king Richard, who, as well as his brother prince John,
is introduced upon the fcene ; which is confirmed by
another play, quoted in note (D). Warner, alfo, in
his Albions England, 1602. p. 132. refers his exift-
ence to ¢ better daies, firft Richards daies.” This, to
be fure, may not be fuch evidence as would be fufficient
to decide the point ina court of juftice; but neither judge
nor counfel will difpute the authority of that oracle of the
law fir Edward Coke, who pronounces that ¢ This Ro-
bertHood lived in the reignof king R.1.” (3 Jnffitute, 197.)

We muft not therefore regard what is faid by fuch
writers as the author of ¢ George a Greene, the pinner
of Wakefield,” 1599, (fee note (G) who reprefents our
hero as contemporary with king Edward IV. and the
compiler of a foolifh book called *¢ The noble birth, &e.
of Robin Hood,” (fee note (a) who commences it by in-
forming us of his banifhment by king Henry AR
As well indeed might we fuppofe him to have lived be-
fore the time of Charlemagne, becaufe fir John Haring-
ton, in his translation of the Orlando furiofo, 1590,
p. 391, has made

¢ Dyke ’ Ammon in great wrath thus wife ¢ to’ {peake,

This is a tale indeed of Ros1ny Hoob,
Which to beleeve, might fhow my wits but weake:’?

or to imagine his ftory muft have been familiar to Pla-
tarch, becaufe in his Morals, translated by Dr. Philemon
Holland, 1603« p. 644. we read the following paflage:
< BEvenfo [7. e. as the crane and fox ferve each other in /-
fop], when Jearned men ata table plunge and drowne them-
felves (as it were) in fubtile problemes and queftions in-
terlaced with logicke, which the vulgar fort are not able
for their lives to comprehend and conceive; whiles they
alfo againe for their part come in with their foolifl fongs,
and wain ballads of RoBIN-HOOD and LITTLE JOHN,

selling tales of a tubbe, or of a roafted horfes and fuch likes”
' b
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Who, indeed, would be apt to think that his fkill in ar-
chery was known to Virgil? And yet, as interpreted by
our facetious friend Mr. Charles Cotton, he tells us, that

¢ Cupid was a little tyny,

Cogging, lying, peevith nynny;

But with a2 bow the fhit-breecht elf

Would fhoot like Roe1n Hoop himfelf,” .

L]

In a word, if we are to credit translators, he muft have
exifted before the fiege of Troy : for thus, according to
one of Homers:

¢ Then came a choice companion

Of Rosin Hoop and LiTTLE JoHN,
‘Who many a buck and many a doe,

In Sherwood foreft, with his bow,

Had nabb’d; believe me it istrue, fir,

The fellows Chriftian name was TEucer.”

Iliad, by Bridges, 4to. p. 231.

This laft fuppofition indeed, has even the refpetable
countenance of dan Geoffrey Chaucer:

¢¢ Pandarus anfwerde, it may be well inough,
And held with him of all that ever he faied,
But in his hart he thought, and foft lough,
And to himfelfe full foberly he faied,

From hafellwind there joLLy Rosiwn plaied,
Shall come all that thou abideft here,

Ye, farewell all the fnow of ferne yere.”

Troirus (B, 5.) Speghts edition, 1602.

(C) « His extraftion was noble, and his true name
Rorert FirzooTn”.] In“anoldeand auncient pam-
phlet,” which Grafton the chronicler had feen, it was writ-
ten that ¢ This man difcended of a noble parentage.”
The Sloane MS. fays <« He was of ... . parentage;” and
though the material word is illegible, the {enfe evidently
requires noble. So, likewife, the Harleian note: <1t is faid
that he was of noble blood.” Leland alfo has exprefsly
termed him < nobilis,”” (Collettanea, 1. §4.) The fol-
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fowing account of his family will be found fufficiently
particular. Ralph Fitzothes or Fitzooth, a Norman, who
had come over to England with William Rufus, marry-
ed Maud or Matilda, daughter of Gilbert de Gaunt earl
of Kyme and Lindfey, by whom he had two fons: Phi-
lip, afterward ear]l of Kyme, that earldom being part of
his mothers dowry, and William. Philip the elder, dyed
without iffue ; William was a ward to Robert de Vere earl
of Oxford, in whofe houfehold he received his education,
and who, by the kings exprefs command, gave him in
marriage to his own niece, the youngelt of the three
daughters of the celebrated lady Roifia de Vere, daugh-
ter of Aubrey de Vere, earl of Guifnes in Normandy, and
lord high chamberlain of England under Henry I. and of
Adeliza, daughter to Richard de Clare, earl of Clarence
and Hertford, by Payn de Beauchamp baron of Bedford
her fecond hufband. The offspring of this marriage
was, our hero, RoBERT FiTzooTH, commonly called
Roein Hoop. (See Stukeleys Paleographia Britan-
nicay, No. L. paffim.)

A writer in the Gentlemans magazine, for March
1793, under the fignature D. H. pretends that Hood
is only a corruption of ¢¢ o’ )’ awood, q.d. of Sher-
aood.”” 'This, to be fure, is an abfurd conceit; but,
if the name were a matter of conjecture, it might be
probably ernough refered to fome particular fort of
hood our hero wore by way of diftinétion or difguife. See
Scots Difcoverie of witchcraft, 1584. p. 522. It is
unneceflary to add that Hood is a common {urname
at this day.

(D) ¢« Heis frequently ftiled . . earL oF HunTING-
DON, a title to which, for the latter part of his life at leaft,
he actually appears to have had fome fort of pretenfion.””]
In Graftons ¢ olde and auncient pamphlet,”” though the
author had, as already noticed, faid ¢ this man difcended
of a noble parentage,” he adds, ¢ or rather beyng of a
bafe ftocke and linage, was for his manhood and chivalry
advaunced to the noble dignitie of an erle,”

b2
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In the MS. note (B:b. Har. 1233) is the following
paffage : < It is faid that he was of noble blood no lefle
then an earle.” Warner, in his Albipns England, alrea-
dy cited, calls him ¢ a county.” The titles of Mun-
dys two plays are: ¢ The downfall,”” and ¢ The death
of RoBerRT EARLE oF HunTINGTON.” He is likewife
introduced in that chara&ter in the fame authors Mezropolis
coronata, hereafter cited. In hisepitaph we fhall find him
exprefsly ftiled “RoBERT EaRL OF HunTINGTUN,”

In ¢ A pleafant commodie called Looke about you,”’
printed in 1600, our hero is introduced, and performs
a principal character. He is reprefented as the young
earl of Huntington, and in ward to prince Richard,
though his brother Henry, the young king, complains of
his having ¢ had wrong about his wardfhip.” He is de-
{cribed as ‘

¢ A gallant youth, a proper gentleman ;"

and is fometimes called ¢ pretty earle,”” and ¢ little
wag.”

¢ Fau. But welcome, welcome, and young HuNTINGTON,
Sweet Rosyn Hube, honors beft flowing bloome.” .

¢——an honourable youth,
Vertuous and modeft, Huntingtons right heyre,”

And it is faid that

¢ His father G1LBERT was the fmoothft fac’t lord
¢¢ That ere bare armes in England or in Fraunce.”’

In one {cene, ¢ Enter Richard and Robert with coronets.”?

¢ Rich. Richard the Prince of England, with his ward,
The noble BoserT Hoop, EARLE HUNTINGTON,
Prefent their {fervice to your majeftie.”

Dr. Percys objettion, that the moft ancient poems
make no mention of this earldom, but only call him a
yeoman, will be confidered in another place. How he
founded his pretenfions to this title will be feen in his
pedigree. Here it is.
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« The pedigree of Robin Hood earl of Huntington,

I,

Richard Fitzgilbert de==Roifia
Clare earl of RBrien '

Waltheof earl of —Judith countefs

Northumberland
and Huntington,

II: i

of Huntingdon,
the conqueror’s
niece.

1001

: 2
. Simon de S.==Maud==David L. king -

lis I. earl of

of Scots, earl
of Hunting-

| |
Alice=Robert Fitzgilbert

——————

Northampton

and Hunting- don.

don s TS
Northumber-
land andHun-
tingdon,

V.
SimonS. lisI

ear] of North-
and

ampton
Huntington.

VIII

Simon S. lis IIT. earl of Hun-=Alice heirefs,

J

I.=Ifabel dar. of
Robert Boffu
carl of Lei-
cefter.

Malcolm IV. king
of Scots, earl of
Northumberland
and Huntingdon.

Henry earl of==Ada daughter

V1. ¢ ‘

VI, (

William earl of Huntingdon.

tingdon and Northton. ob. f.

P 1184,

IX

David earl of Carrick’ and Hunting-
don, fon of Henry 1V. (above) carl

and of Ada

. 0b. 1219,

X

John firnamd Scot his fon, earl of
Angus and Huntington, ¢b. f. p.

1237.

of William
carl of War-
ren.,

Gilbert de Gaunt==Roifia
earl of Kymeand §
Lindfey came in

with the conquer-

or.

|
‘Walter de Gaunt
earl of Lind=
fey.

Gilbert de Gaunt==Avis dau.
earl of Lincoln. | and heir of
. William de
Romara e.

| of Lincoln.

Ralf Fitzooth a==Maud
Norman, lord
of Kyme,

RN
Philip Fitzooth,
lord of Kyme,
06./: Pc

William Fitzooth==a daughter of

broughtup by Ro- | Payn Beau-
bertearl ofOxford. | champ and
| lady Roifia

de Vere,

RoserT FiTzooTH, commonly called Ros1n Hoop, pre=
tended carl of Huntington, . 1274 [1247]"%
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* Stikeleys Palaographia Britannica, No. II. p.115. Inan
interleaved copy of Robin Hoods garland formerly belonging to Dr.
Stukeley; and now in the poffeflion of Francis ouce efquire, op-
polite the 2d page of the 1ft fong, isthe following note in his
-9own hand:

“ Guy earl of Warwick.

George Gamwell Joanna-T—- :
of Gamwell hall magna l Fitz Odoth
elq. bl

|
Robin Fitz Odoth

Gamwell the kings forefier in York (hire,
mentioned in Camden.

See my anfwer No. II. of lady Roifia,
where is Robin Hoods R uE PEpIGRER.’

The do&or fecms, by this pedigree, to have founded our heros
pretenfiofis on Kis defcent from Roifia, fifter of Robert Fitzgilbert,
hufband of Alice, youngeft daughter of Judith countefs of Hunting -
don; which, whatever it might do in thole times; would fcarce]y
be thought fufficient to fupport fuch a claim, at prefent,  Befide,
though John the Seot dyed without iffue, he left three fifters, all
marryed to powerful baroris, either in Scotland or in England, none
of whom, however, affumed the title. It is; therefor, probable; after
all, that Robin Hood derived his earldom in fome other way.

Dr. Stukeley, whofe learned labours are fufficiently known ané
efteemed, was a profefled antiquary, and a benéficed clergyman of
the chiurch of Englands He has not, it is true, thought it neceffa-
Ty to cite any ancient or other authority in fupport of the above
repreféntations ; nor is itin the editors power to {upply the deficien-
cy. Perhaps, indeed, the doftor might think himfelf intitled fo
expeét that his own authority wotld be deemed fufficient « upon
that, however, they muft be content to reft. Mr. Parkin, who pub-
lifhed ¢ A reply to the peevith, weak, and malevolent objeétions
brought by Dr, Stukeley, in his Origines Royfloniana, No.2, (Noz-
wich, 1748. 4to.) terms ¢¢ his pedigree of Robin Hood quite jocole,
an ofiginal indeed!” (fee pp. 27, 32.)

Oths and Fitz-Otho, it muft be confell. d, were common namés
among the Anglo Normans, but no {uch name as Othes, Oorh, Fits-
Othes; or Fitz-0sth, has been elfewhere met with, Philip de Kime,
zlfo, was eertainly a eonfiderable landholder in the county of Lin-
coln, in the time of kig Henry II. but it no where appears, ex-
cept from Dr. Stukéley, that his furname was Fitz-Ooth.

The doftor likewife informs us that the afms of Ralph Fitzooth,
and.confequently of our hero, were & two bends engrailed, 0.0
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tE) "¢ nhs youth he is reported to have
been of a wild and extravagant difpofition, &5¢c.”]
Graftons pamphlet, after fuppofing him to have been
¢ advaunced to the noble dignite of an erle,” con-
tinued thus: ¢ But afterwardes he fo prodigally ex-
ceeded in charges and expences, that he fell into
reat debt, by reafon whereof, fo many attions and
% *tes were commenced againft him whereunto he anfwer-
ed not, that by order of lawe he was outlawed.”*
Leland muft undoubtedly have had good authority for
calling him ¢ nobilis ille exlex.”+ Fordun fuppofes him
in the number of thofe deprived of their eftates by K.
Hen. I11. ¢ Hoc intempore,” fays he, «* de exheredatis fur-
vexit & caput erexit ille famofiffimus ficcarius Robertus
Hode &5 littill Johanne cam corum complicibus” (p. 774.)
The Sloane MS. fays he was < fo ryotous that he loft or
fould his patrimony & for debt became an outlawe :”
and the Harleian note mentions his ¢ having wafted his
eftate in riotous courfes.” The former authority, how-
ever, gives a different, though, it may be, lefs credible,
account of his being obliged to abicond. It is as fol-
lows: < One of his firft exployts was the going abrode
into a forreft & bearing with him a bowe of exceeding:
great ftrength he fell into company with certayne rangers
or woodmen,who fell to quarrel with him, as making fhowe
to ufe fuch a bowe as no man was able to fhoote withall.
Wherto Robin replyed thathe had two better then that at
Lockefley, only he bare that with him nowe as a byr-
ding bowe. At length the ¢ contention’ grewe {o hote that
there was a wager layd about the kyllyng of a deere a
greate diftance of, for performance whereof Robin offered
to lay his head to a certayne {ome of money, the advan-
tage of which rafh fpeach the others prefently tooke. So
the marke being found out, one of them, bothto make his
hart faynt and hand unfteady, as he was about to fhoote

* Graftons chronicle, p. 85. + Collec. 1. 54.
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urged him with the loffe of head if he myft the markes
Notwithftanding Robyn kyld the deare, and gave every
man his money agayne, fave to him which at the poynt of
fhooting fo upbraided him with danger to loofe his hed
for that wager; & he fayd they would drinke togeyther 3
whereupon the others ftomached the matter and from quar-
elling they grewe to fighting with him. But Robin,
getting him fomewhat of, with fhooting difpatch them, and
{o fled away ; and then betaking himfelfe to lyve in the
woods, &5, *

That he lurked or infefted the woods is agreed by all.
¢ Circa bec tempora,” {ays Major, < Robertus Hudus An-
£lus & parvus Joannes, latrones famatifimi, in nemoribus
latuerunt.”’

- Dr. Stukeley fays that < Robin Hood took to this wild

way of life, in imitation of his grandfather Geoffrey de
Mandeville, who being a favorer of Maud emprefs, K,
Stephen took him prifoner at S. Albans, and made him
give up the tower of London, Walden, Pleffis, &c. upon
which he lived on plunder.” (8. note in his copy of Ro-
bin Hoods garland.)

(F) <¢ Of thefe he chiefly affe@ed Barnfdale, {5e.”]
¢ Along on' the lift hond,” fays Leland, ¢« a iij.
miles of betwixt Milburne and Feribridge I faw the
wooddi and famofe forreft of Baruefdale, wher thay
fay that Robyn Hudde lyvid like an owtlaw.” ltinerary,
V. 101.

¢ They haunted about Barnfdale forreft, Comp-
ton [r. Plomtton] parke,+ and fuch other places.” 1S,
Sloane, :

* See Robin Hoods progrefs to Nottingham, part 1I. ballad 2.

t Plompton park, upon the banks of the Peterill, in Cumber-
land, was formerly very large, and fet apart by the kings of Eng-
land for the keeping of deer. It was difafforefted or difparked,
by Henry the 8th. Sce Camdens Britannia, by bifhop Gibfon,
who feemsto confound this park with Inglewood foreft, a diftri
of fixteen miles in length, reaching from Carlile to Penrith, where
the kings of England ufed to hunt, and Edward I, is reported to
have killed 300 bucks in one day, 4/,
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« His principal refidence,” fays Fuller, ¢ was in
Shirewood forreft in this county [Notts], though he had
another haunt (he is no fox that hath but one hole) near
the fea in the North-riding in Yorkthire, where Robin
Hoods bay fill retaineth his name : not that he was any
pirat, but a land-thief, who 1etreated to thofe unfufpeét-
ed parts for his fecurity.” Worthies of England, p. 32e.

1n Thorotons Nottinghamfbire, p. 50515 fome account
of the ancient and prefent ftate of Sherwood-foreft ; but
one looks in vain, through that dry detail of land-own-
ers, for any particulars relating to our h.ero. “ [n anno
domini 1194. king Richard the firft, being a hunting in
the forreff of Sherwood, did chafe a hart out of the for-
reft of Sherwood into Barnefdale in Yorkfhire, and be-
caufe he could not there recover him, he made proclama-
tion at Tickill in Yorkfhire, and at divers other places
there that no perfon thould kill, hurt, or chafe the faid
hart, but tha the might fafely retorne into forreft againe,
which hart was afterwards called abar¢-royall proclaimed.
(Manwoods Foreft laws, 1598, p. 25. from ¢ an aun-
cient recorde’” found by him in the tower of Notting-
ham caftle.) * -

(*F) < Here he either found, &c.”’] After being out-
lawed, Grafton tells us, ¢ for a lewde fhift, as his laft re-
fuge, [he] gathered together a companye of royfters and
cutters,§ and prattifed robberyes and {poyling of the

* Drayton, ( Polyolbion, fong 26.) introduces Sherwood in the
chara&er of a nymph, who, out of dildain at the preference fhewa
by the poet to a fifter-foreft,

s Al felf praife fet apart, determineth to fing

That lufty Robin Hood, who long time likea king
Within her compalfs liv’d, and when he lift to range,
For {fome rich booty fet, or elfe his air to change,

To Sherwood {kill retir’d, his only ftanding court.”

+ Cutters.] Seethe gloffary to volume I. The word is fome-
times ufed as fynonimous with bravos or affaflins.  So inthe olé

play ot Arden of Feverf/bam, b. 1, n. d.

¢ And they are extters and may cxz your threat,”
i Y i
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kinges fubjeéts, and occupied and frequented the foreftes

or wild countries*”> See alfo the following note.

(G) « LitrLeE Joun, Witriawm ScapLock,
GEoRGE A GREEN, pinder of Wakefield, Mucn a
millers {on, and a certain monk or friar named Tu c g |
Of thefe the preeminence is inconteftably due to Lirtle
Fobn, whofe name is almoft conftantly coupled with that
of his gallant leader, « Robertus Hode & littill Jo-
hanne,” are mentioned together by Fordun, as early as
1341; and later inftances of the connection would be
almoft endlefs. After the words, ¢ for debt became an
outlaw,” the Sloane MS. adds: ¢ then joyninge to him
many ftout fellowes of lyke difpofition, amongft whom
one called Little Fohn was principal or next to him, they
haunted about Barnfdale forreft, ¢5¢.” See notes
(KK) (LL).

With refpe® to frier Tuck, « thogh fome fay he
was an other kynd of religious man, for that the order of
freyrs was not yet fprung up,” (5. Sloan.) yet as the
Dominican friers (or friers preachers) came into Eng-
land in the year 1221, upward of 20 years before the
death of Robin Hood, and feveral orders of thefe relj.
gious had flourithed abroad for fome time, there does not
feem much weight in that objettion: norin fa&, can one
pay much regard to the term fizer, as it feems to have
been the common title given by the vulgar (more efpe-
cially after the reformation) toall the regular clergy, of
which the friers were at once the loweft and moft numer-
ous. If frier Tuck be the fame perfon who, in one of
the oldeft fongs, is called The cartal frier of Fountains-
dale, he muft neceffaryly have been one of the monks of
that abbey, which was of the Ciftertian order. How-
ever this may be, frier Tuck is frequently noriced, by old
writers, as one of the companions of Robin Hood, and as
fuch was an effential charafer in the morris-dance, (fee
note (H). Heis thus mentioned by Skelton, laureat, in
his ¢ goodly interlude” of Magnificence, written aboug
the year 1500, and with an evident allufion to fome
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game or praftice now totally forgotten and inex-
plicable,

¢ Another bade fhave halfe my berde,
And boyes to the pylery gan me plucke,
And wolde have made me freer Tucke,
To preche oute of the pylery hole.”

In the year 1417, as Stow relates, < one by his coun-
terfeite name, called frier Tucke, with manie other male-
fators, committed many robberies in the counties of Sur-
rey & Suffex, whereupon the king fent out his writs
for their apprehenfion.”  (Annales, 1592.)

George a Green is George o’the Green, meaning per-
haps the town-green, in which the pound or pinfold ftood
of which he had the care. He has been particularly
celebrated, and ¢ As good as George a Green’’ 1s fill
a common faying. Drayton, defcribing the progrefs of
the river Calder, in the weft-riding of Yorkfhire, has
the following lines:

¢¢ It chanc’d fhe in her courfe on ¢ Kirkley’ caft her eye,
Where merry Robin Hood, that honeft thief, doth lie;
Beholding fitly too before how Wakefield ftood,

She doth not only think of lufty Robin Hood,

But of his merry man, the pindar of the town

Of Wakefield, George a Green; whofe fames {o far are blown
For their fo valiant fight, that every freemans fong

Can tell you of the fame, quoth fhe, be talk’d on long

For ye were merry lads, and thofe were merry days.”’

Thus, too, Richard Brathwayte, in his poetical epiﬁlc
« to all true-bred northerne fparks of the ‘gene-
rous focicty of the Cottoneers” (Strappado for the divell,
1615) :

¢ But hafte, my mufe, in colours to difplay
Some auncient cuftomes in their high-roade way,

At lealt fuch places labour to make knowne
As former times have honour’d with renowne.

The firlt whereof that I intend to (how
is merry Wakeficld, and her pindar too,
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Which fame hath blaz’d with all that did belong,
Unto that towne in many gladfome fong,

The pindars valour, and how firme he {tood

In th’ townes defence 'gainft th’ rebel Robin Hood,
How ftoutly he behav’d himfelfe, and would,

In fpite of Robin, bring his horfe to th’ fold,

His many May-games which were to be feene
Yearly prefented upon Wakefield greene,

Where lovely Jugge and luttie Tib would go,

To fec Tom-lively turne upon the toe;

Hob, Lob, and Crowde the fidler would be there,
And many more I will not {peake of here.

Good god! how glad hath been this hart of mine,
To fee that towne, which hath, in former time,
So flourifh’d and fo gloried in her name,
Famousby th’ pindar who fiift rais’d the fame!
Yea, I have paced ore thut greene and ore

And th’ more I faw’t I tooke delight the more,

¢¢ For where wetake contentment in a place,

¢ A whole daies walke feemes as acinquepace,
Yet as there is no folace upon ecarth,

Which is attended evermore with mirth,

But when we are tranfported moft with gladneffe,
Then fuddenly our joy’s reduc’d to fadneffe ;

So far’d with me to fee the pindar gone,

And of thofe jolly laddesthat were not one

Left to furvive: 1 griev’d more then lle fay s—
(But now for Bradford I muft haft away.)

Unto thy tafk, my mufe, and now make knowne,
The jolly (hoo-maker of Bradford towne,

His gentle-craft {o rais’d in former time

By princely journey-men his difcipline,

¢ Where he was wont with paflengers to quaffe,
¢ But {uffer none to carry up their flaffe

Upon their thoulders, whil(t they paft through town,
For if they did he foon would beat them downe ;
{So valiant was the fouter) and from hence

Twixt Robin Hood and him grew th” difference
Which, caule it is by moft ftage-poets writ,

For brevity I thought good to omit,”

Tn the latter part of this extra&, honeft Richard evi-
dently alludes to «“ A pleafant conceyted comedie of
George a Greene, the pinner of Wakefield ; as it was
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fundry times aed by the fervants of the right honour-
able the earle of Sufiex,” 1599, 4to. which has been erro-
neously afcribed to Heywood the epigrammatift, and is
reprinted, with other trath, in the late edition of Dodf-
leys OId plays ; only it unluckily happens that Robin Hood
is almoft the only perfon who has ~o difference with the
fouter (or (hoe-maker) of Bradford. 'The play in fhort,
(or at leaft that part of it which we have any concern
with) is founded on the ballad of Robin Hood and the
pimz’ér of Wakcfield, (fee part II. {fong 3,) which it di-
reitly quotes, and is in fact a moft defpicable perform-
ance. King Edward (the fourth) having taken king
James of Scotland prifoner, after a moft bloody battle
near Middleham-caftle, from which of 30,000 Scots not
soco had efcaped, comes with his royal captive in dif-
guife to Bradford, where they meet Robiz Hood and
George a Green, who have jult had a ftout affray : and,
after having read this, and a great deal more {uch non-
fenfical ftuff, captain Grofe fagaciously ¢ fuppofes, that
this play has little or no foundation in hiftory ;> and
very gravely fits down, and debates his opinion in
form.
<« The hiftory of George a Green, pindar of the
town of Wakefield”’, 4to. no date, is a modern pro-
ducion, chiefly founded on the old play juft mentioned,
of neither authority nor merit. ‘
Our gallant pinder is thus facetiously commemorated
by Drunken Barnaby:
' ¢ Hinc diverfo curfo, [fero

Luod audiffem de pindero

Wakefeeldenli; gloria mundi,

Ubi focii funt jucundi,

Mecum ftatui peragrare

Georgi fultem vifitare.”

¢ Turning thence, none could me hinder

To falute the Wakefield pindar;

Who indeed is the world’s glory,

With his comrades never forry.

This was the caufe, left vou fhould mifs it,
George’s club I meant to vifit,
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¢ Veni Wakefield peramaenum,
Ubi querens Georgium Greenum,
Non inveni, fed in Lignum

Fixum reperi Georgu fignum,

Ubi allam bibi feram

Donce Georgio fortior eram.”

¢ Strait at Wakefield I was feen a,

Where 1 fought for George a Green a;

But could find not fuch a creature,

Yeton a fignI faw his feature,

Where ftrength of ale had fo much ftir’d me,
That I grew ftouter far than Fordie.”

~ Befides the companions of our hero enumerated in the
text, and whofe names are motft celebrated and familiar,
we find thofe of William of Goldsbrough, (mentioned by
Grafton,) Right-hitting Brand, (by Mundy,) and Gil-
bert awith the ahite hand, who is thrice named in the Lyz-
tell gefte of Robyn Hode, (I. g2, %1.) and is likewife
noticed by bithop Gawin Douglas, in his Palice of Ho-

nour, printed at Edinburgh in 1579, but written before
1518

¢ Thair faw I Maitlaind upon auld Beird Gray,
Robene Hude, and Gilbert with the qubite *hand,’
How Hay of Nauchton flew, in Madin land.”*

As no mention is made of Adam Bell, Clim of the
Clough and William of Cloudeflie, either in the ancient
legend, or in more than one of the numerous fongs of
Robin Hood, nor does the name of the latter once occur
in the old metrical hiftory of thofe famous archers, re-
printed in Percys Reliques, and among Pieces of ancient
popular poctry, it is to be concluded that they flourithed
at different periods, or at lealt had no conne@ion with
each other. In a poem, however, intitled ¢ Adam
Bel'y, Clim of the Clough, and vounc William of

® Scotifb poems, i. 122¢ Thelafl verfe is undoubtedly fenfe as
it now ftands; but a collation of MSS. would probably authorife
¥s to read ;

¢ Qubom Hay of Nauchton flew in Madin land.”
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Cloudefley, the fecond part,” 1616. 4to. b. 1. (Bi4. Bod.
Art. L. 71, being a more modern copy than that in
Selden C. 39, which wants the title, but was probably
printed with the firft part, which it there accompanies,
in 1605 ; differing confiderably therefrom in feveral pla-
ces ; and containing many additional verfes;) are the fol-
lowing lines (not in the former copy) :

¢ Now beare thy fathers heart, my boy,
Said William of Cloade(lley then,

When 1 was young i car’d not for
The brags of fturdieft men.

The pinder of Wakefield, George a Green,
I try’d a fommers day,

Yet he nor i were viGors made
Nor viétor’d went away.

Old Robin Hood, nor Little John,
Amongft their merry men all,

Nor fryer Tuck, fo ftout and young,
My courage could appall.”

(H) “Mar1an”.] Who or whatever this lady was, it .
is obfervable that no mention of her occurs either in the
Lytell gefte of Robyn Hode, or in any other poem or fong
concerning him, except a comparatively modern one of
of no merit (fee part I[. fong 24). Sheis an important
chara&er, however, in the two old plays of The death
and downfall of Robert earl of Huntington, written before
1600, and is frequently mentioned by dramatic or other
writers about that period. The morris dance, fo famous
of old time, was (as is elfewhere noticed) compofed
of the following conftituent chara&ers: Robin Hood,
Little Fobn, frier Tuck, and maid Marian,

In the Firff part of K. Henry IV, Falftaff fays to the
hoftefs,—¢¢ There’s no more faith in thee than in a
ftew’d prune ; nor no more truth in thee than in a drawn
fox 3 and for womanhood, 7maid Marian may be the depu-
ty’s wife of the ward to thee :”” upon which Dr. Johnfon
obferves, that ¢« Maid Marian 1s a man drefled like a
woman, who attends the dancers of the morris.” < In
the ancient fongs of Robin Hoad,” {ays Percy,, ¢ frequeng
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mention is made of maid Marian, who appears to have
been his concubine.” I could quote,” adds he, ¢ many
paflages 1N MY oL MS. to this purpofe, but fhall pro-
duce only one :* ,

"~ & Good Robin Hood was living thea,

W hich now is quite forgor,
And fo was fayre maid Marian, &c.’”

MTr. Steevens, too, after citing the old play of 7T/e down-
fall of Robert carl of Huntington, 1601, to prove ‘¢ that
maid Marian was originally a name aflumed by Matilda,
the daughter of Robert lord Fitzwater, while Robin Hood
remained ina ftate of outlawry,” obferves, that ¢¢ Shak-
{peare fpeaks of maid Marian in her degraded ftate, when
fhe was reprefented by a ftrumpet or a clown” : and re-
fers to figure 2z in the plate at the end of the play, with
Mr. Tollets obfervations on ite The widow, in fir W,
Davenants Love and honour, fays: ¢ I have been
miftrefs Marian in a maurice ere now 3 and Mr, Warton
guotes an old piece, intitled ¢¢ Old Meg of Hereford-
thire for a maid Marian, and Hereford town for a morris-
dance : or 12 morris-dancers in Herefordfhire of 1200
years old,” London, 1609, quarto: which is dedicated,
he fays, to one Hall, a celebrated tabourer in that
country. See note (FF).

* Without ¢¢ the ancient fongs,”” to which the dotor refers, are
confined to his ¢ old MS.”” he evidently aflerts what he would pro-
bably find it difficult to prove. As for the pallage he produces, it
feems nothing to the purpofe; as, in the firft place, it is apparently
not ¢ ancient”; and, in the fecond, it is apparently not from a
¢ fong of Robin Hood.”

+ Mr. Warton, having obferved that ¢ The play of Roz1y and
Marian is faid to have been performed by the {chool-boys of An-
giers, according to annual cuftom, in the year 13g2: The boys
were deguifiex, fays the old French record; und they had 2mong
them UN F1LLETTE defguifee; (Carpent. DuCange, v. ROBINET-
PenTECOsTE.)” adds ** Our old charaéter of Mayd Marian may be
hence illuftrated.” (His. En. po.i. 245.) This, indeed, feems fuf-
ficiently plaufible; but unfortunately the Robin and Marian of
Angiers are not the Robin and Marian of Sherwood. The play i3
#till extant, See Fabliaux ou contes, Parisy 1781, 11, 144.
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(I) ‘¢ His company, &c.””] See the entire paflage
¥juoted from Major in a fubfequent note. <¢ By fuch boo-
tyes as he could get,” fays the writer of the Sloane MS.
¢ his company encreaft to an hundred and a halfe.”

. (J)—=¢ the words of an old writer.””] The author of
the Sloane manufeript; which adds: ¢ after fuch maner
he procured the pynner of Wakefeyld to become one of
his company, and a freyr called Muchel [r. Tuck]...
Scarlock he induced upon this occafion : one day meeting
him as he walket folitary & like to a man forlorne, be-
caufe 2 mayd to whom he was affyanced was taken from
[him] by the violence of her frends, & given to ano-
ther that was old & welthy, whereupon Robin, under-
ftanding when the maryage-day tfhould be, came to the
charch as a Jegger, & having his own company not far
of, which came in fo foone as they hard the found of his
horne, he tooke the bryde perforce from him that [bare]
in hand to have marryed her, & caufed the preift to
wed her & Scarlocke togeyther.” (See part 11. fong 8.)
This MS. of which great part is merely the old legend
or Lytell gefte of Robyn Hode turned into profe, appears
to have been written before the year 1600.

(K) ¢ In fhooting, &'c.”] MS. Slan. Grafion alfo
{peaks of our heros < excellyng principally in archery
or fhooting, his manly courage agreeyng thereunto.”

Their archery, indeed, was unparalleled, as both Ro-
bin Hood and Little John have frequently fhot an arrow
a meafured mile, or 1760 yards, which, it is fuppofed, no
one, either before or fince, was ever able to do. < Tradij-
“tion,”” fays mafter Charlton, ¢¢ informs us that in one of
¢ Robin Hoods’ peregrinations, he, attended by his trufty
mate Little John, went to dine [at Whitby-abbey ]
with the abbot Richard, who, having heard them often
famed for their great dexterity in fhooting with the long
bow, begoed them after dinner to thew him a {pecimen
thereof; when, to oblige the abbot, they went up to the

c
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top of the abbey, whence each of them fhot an arrow
which fell not far from Whitby-laths, but on the contrary
ide of the lane; and in memorial thereof, a pillar was
fet up by the abbot in the place where each of the arrows
was found, which are yet ftanding in thefe our days;
that ficld where the pillar for Robin Hood’s arrow ftands
being ftill called Robin Hood’s field, and the other where
the pillar for Little John’s arrow is placed, ftill preferving
the name of Fobn’s ficld. 'Their diftance from Whitby
abbey is MORE THAN a MEASURED MILE, which
{eems very far for the flight of an arrow, and is a cir-
cumftance that will flagger the faith of many; but as tor
the credibility of the flory, every reader may judge
thereof as he thinks proper; only I muft here beg leave
to obferve that thefe very pillars are mentioned, and the
fields called by the aforefaid names, in the old deeds for
that ground, now in the pofleffion of Mr. Thomas Wat-
fon.” (Hiftory of Whitby, York, 1779« p. 146.)*

* « The quarry from whence king Wolfere fetched ftones for
his royal ftinéture [i. e. Peterborough] was undoubtedly that of
Bernach near unto Stamford....And I find in the charter of K. Ed-
ward the Confeffor, which he granted to the zbbot of Ramfey, thas
the abbot of Ramfey fhould give to the abbot and convent of Pe-
terburgh 4000 eeles in the time of Lent, and in confideration
thereof the abbot of Peterburgh fhould give to the abbot of Ram-
fey as much freeftone from his pitts in Bernack, and as much rag-
fione from his pitts in Peterburgh as he fhould need. Nor did the
abbort of Peterburgh from thefe pits furnifh only that but other ab-
bies alfo, asthat of St. Edmunds-Bury : in memory whereofthere
are two long flones yet ftanding upon 2 balk in Caftor-field, ncar
unto Gunwadeferry; which erroneous tradition hath given out to
be draughts of arrows from Alwalton church-yard thither; the one
of Robin Hocd, and the other of Little John; but the truth is,
they were fet up for witnefles, that the carriages of ftone from
Bernack to Gunwade-ferry, to be conveyed to S. Edmunds-Bury,
might pafs that way without paying toll; and in fome old terrars
they are called S. Edmunds ftones. Thefe ftones are nicked in
their tops after the manner of arrows, probably enough in memo-
ry of S. Edmund, who was {hot to death with arrows by the
Danes.” Guntons Hiffory of the church of Peterburgh; 1686, p. 4-
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Dr. Meredith Hanmer, in his Ghronicle of Ireland,
{p. 179.) {peaking of Little John, fays, ¢ There are
memorable aéts reported of him, which I hold not for
truth, that he would fhoot an arrow A MILE 0FF, and
a great deale more; but them,” adds he, ¢ I leave
among the lyes of the land.”*

(L) <« An outlaw, in thofe times, being deprived of
protection, owed no allegiance, &c.”] Such a charaéter
was, doubtlefs, at the period treated of, in a very criti-
cal fituation ; it being equally as legal and meritorious
to hunt down and difpatch him as it was to kill a wolf,
the head of which animal he was faid to bear. € ZIrem
Sorisfacit,” {ays Bratton, (who wrote about the time,)
omnia que pacis funt, quia a tempore quo utlagatus cff c A=
PUT GERIT LUPINUM, ifa ut impune ab omnibus inter-
Jici poffit. (1. 2.¢. 35.) In the greatroll of the Exche-
quer, inthe 7th year of king Richard I. is an allowance
by writ, of two marks, toThomas de Preftwude, for bring-
ing to Weftminfter the head of William de Elleford an

% « In this relation,’® Mr. Walker obferves, ¢ the do&or not
only evinces his credulity, but difplays his ignorance of archery;
for the ingenious and learned Mr. Barrington, than whom no man
can be better informed on the fubje&, thinks that eleven fcore and
feven yards is the utmoft extent that an arrow can be fhot from a
long bow.” (" Archeologia, vol. VIL.) According to tradition, he
adds, Little John {hot an arrow from the Old-bridge, Dublin, to
the prefent fite of St. Michaels church, a diftance not exceeding, he
believes, that mentioned by Mr., Barrington, [ Hifforical effay on
the drefs of the aneient and modern Irifb, p.129.)

What Mr, Barrington ¢ thinks” may be true enough, perhaps,
of the Toxopholite-fociety and other modern archers ; but people
fhould not talk of Rosin Hoob whe never fhot in his bow. The
above ingenious writers cenfure of Dr, Hanmers credu/ity and ig-
norance, feems to be mifapplyed ; fince he cannot be fuppoled to
believe what he ho/ds not for truth, and atually Jeaves antong the
Iyes of the land.

See alio the old fong, printed in the appendix, p. 207. Dray-
ton, a well-informed and intelligent man, who wrote before
archery had fallen into complete difufe, fays—

“ At marks full forty feore they us’'d to prick and rove,”
C 2
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outlaw. (See Madoxes Hiftory of the Exchequer, 136.)
Thofe who received or conforted with a perfon outlawed
were fubje& to the fame punithment. Such was the hu-
mane policy of our enlightened anceftors !

(M)

£E how,

¢ . ¢ . they could difcourfe

The freezing hours away !”}
(Cymbeline, a& 3, fcene 3°) The chief {ubjets of our
heros converfation are fuppofed, by a poetical genius of
the 16th century, to have been the commendation of a
foreft-life, and the ingratitude of mankind.

« 1 have no tales of Robin Hood, though mal-content was he

In better daies, firft Richards daies, and liv’d in woods as we

A Tymon of the world; but not devoutly was he f{oe, '

And thercfore praife I not the man: but for from him did groe

Words worth the noteya word or twaine of him ere hence we goc,}

Thole dsies begot fome mal-contents, the principall of whome

A county was, that with atroope of yomandry did rome,

Brave archers and deliver men, fince nor before fo good,

Thofe took from rich to give the poore, and manned Robin Hood.

He fed them well, and lodg’d them fafe in pleafant caves and bowers,

Oft {aying to his merry men, What juiter life than ours ?

Here ufe we tallents that abroad the churles abufe or hide,

Their coffers excrements, and yeat for common wants denide,

We might have fierved for their ftore, & they have dyc’ft our
bones,

Whofe tongues, driftes, harts, intice, meane, melt, as fyxcns,}
foxes, ftones,

Yea even tise beft that betterd them beard but aloofe our mones.

And redily the churles could prie and prate of our amis,

Forgetfull of their owne« « + » Y

1 did amis, not mifling friends that wifht me to amend :

I did amend, but mifled friends when mine amis bad end:

My friends therefore fhall finde me true, but T will truft no frend.

Not one I knewe that wilht me ill, nor any workt me well,

To lofe, lacke, live, time, frends, in yncke, an hell, 2n hell, an
hell !

Then haopie we (quoth Robin Hood) ia merry Sherwood that
d ‘.‘.’G“.& o

* Warners Albions England, 1602, p. 132. It is part of the
kermits fpecch to the carl of Lancafter.
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It has been conje@ured, however, that, in the winter-
feafon, our hero and his companions feverally quartered
themfelves in villages or country-houfes more or lefs re-
mote, with perfons of whofe fidelity they were affured.
1t is not improbable, at the fame time, that they might
have tolerably comfortable habitations eretted in the
woods.

Archery, which our hero and his companions appear
to have carryed to a ftate of perfetion, continued to be
cultivated for fome ages after their time, down, indeed,
to that of Henry VIII. or about the year 1540, when,
owing to the introduétion of artillery and matchlock-guns,
it became neglefted, and the bowmen of Crefly and Agin-
court utterly extinét: though it may be ftill a queftion
whether a body of expert archers would not, even at this
day be fuperior to an equal number armed with mufkets,
The lofs. {uftained from this change by the people at
large feems irreparable. Anciently, the ufe of the bow or
bill qualified every man for a foldier; and a body of pea-
fants, led on by a Tyler or a Cade, was not le(s formida-
ble than any military force that could be raifed to oppofe
them: by which means the people from time to time pre-
ferved the very little liberty they had, and which their
tyrants were conftantly endeavouring to wreft from them :
See how the cafe ftands at prefent : the fovereign, let him
be who or what he will, (kings have been tyrants and
may be {o again,) has a ftanding army, well difciplined
and accoutred, while the fubjeéts or people are abfolutely
defencelefs : as much care having been taken, particu-
larly fince ¢ the glorious revolution,” to deprive them of
arms as was formerly beftowed to enforce their ufe and
practice. The following extract from Hales Hifforia
placitorum corone (i, 118.) will {erve to thew how fami-
liar the bow and arrow was in the 14th century. < M. z2.
E. 3. Rot. 117. coram rege Ebor. This was the cafe of
Henry Vefcy, who had been indicted before the fheriff
in turno fuo « « . of divers felonies, whereupon the thenff
mandavit commiffionem fuam Henrico de Clyderawe & aliis
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ad capiendum predictum H. Vefcy, & falvo ducendum
ufque caftrum de Ebor.” Velcy would not fubmit to an ar-
reft, but fled, & inter fugiendum fhot with his bow and
arrows at his purfuers, but in the end was kild by Cly-
derawe :”> to which may be added a remarkable paflage
in Harifons ¢ Defcription of England,” (prefixed to
Holinfheds chronicle, 1587,) to prove how much it had
declined in the 16th. ¢ In times paft,” fays he, ¢ the
cheefe force of England confifted in their long bowes.
But now we have in maner generallie given over that
kind of artillerie, and for long bowes in deed doo
pradtife to fhoot compafle for our paftime ; which kind
of fhooting can never yeeld anie {mart ftroke, nor
beat down our enemies, 4s our countriemen were
woont to doo at everie time of need. Certes the
Frenchmen and Rutters* deriding our new archerie
in refpet of their corflets, will not let, in open fkir-
mifh, if anie leifure ferve, to turne up their tailes, and
crie, Shoote, Englifh ; and all becaufe our ftrong fhooting
is decaied and laid in bed. But if fome of our Englifh-
men now lived that ferved king Edward the third in his
warres with France, the breecht of {fuch a varlet fhould
have beene ndiled to his bum with one arrow, and an
other fethered in his bowels, before he fhould have turn-
ed about to fee who fhot the firft.”” (p. 198.) Bifhop
Latimer, in his fixth fermon before K. Edward V1. gives
an interefting account how the fons of yeomen were, in
his infancy, trained up to the bow.
(N) ol
¢ All clad in Lincoln green—"]
This {pecies of cloth is mentioned by Spenfer (Faerie
queene, VI ii. §.)
¢¢ Allin a woodmans jacket he was clad
Of Lincolne greene, belay’d with filver lace;

And on his head an hood with aglets {prad,
And by his fide his hunters horne he hanging had,*

¥ Flemings, + Bregches,
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{t is likwife noticed by our poet himfelf, in another
place :

¢ Swains in thepherds gray, and gyrlesin Lincolne greene.”*®
! P gray gy g

See Polyolbion, fong XX V. where the marginal note fays,
«¢ Lincolne anciently dyed the beft green in England.”
Thus Coventry had formerly the reputation of dying the
beft bluc. See Rays Proverbs, p. 178. Kendal greea is
equally famous, and appears to have been cloth of a .
fimilar quality. This colour was adopted by forefters to
prevent their being too readyly difcovered by the deer.
See Sir John Wynnes Hiffory of the Guedir family, (Bar-
ringtons Mifcellanies,) p. 419. Thus the Scotith high-
landers ufed to wear brown plaids to prevent their being
diftinguifhed among the heath. Itis needlefs to obferve
that green has ever been the favourite drefs of an archer,
dunter &c. See note (DD). 4+ We now call it a Saxon
or grafs green:

¢ His coat is of a Saxon green, his waiftcoat’s of a plaid.”” 0. forg.

Lincoln green was well known in France in or before
the thirteenth century. Thus, in an old fabliau, trans-
profed by M. Le Grand ( Fabliaux ou contes, v 12014 B
mit donc fon furcot fourré décurenil, & fa belle robe
d’EstanrorT teinte en verd.” Efanfort is Stamford,
in Lincolnfhire. This cloth is, likewife, often mention-
ed by the old Scotifh poets, under the names of Lincaum
licht, Lincum twyne, &c. and appears to have been in

#® Thus alfo in part IT. ballad 1.

¢ She got on her holyday kirtle and gown,
They were of a light Lincolne green.”

+ In thefign of The green man and ftill, we perceive a buntfs
#nan, ina green coat, ftanding by the fide of a #£i//; in allufion, as
it has been facetiously conjeétured, to the partiality fhewn by that
defcription of gentry to a morning dram. The genuine reprefentas
tion, however, fhould be the green-man, (or man who dealsin green
berbs, ) with a bundle of pepper-mint, or penny-royal, under his
arm, which he brings to have diffilled,
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univerfal requeft: and yet, notwithftanding this clond
of evidence, mifter John Pinkerton has had the confi-
dence to affert that < no particular cloth was ever made
at Lincoln.”” {See Anucient Scotifb poems, ii. 430.) But,
indeed, this worthy gentleman, as [ohnfon faid of Gold-
{mith, only ftumbles upon truth by accident.

0)
& ¢ From wealthy abbots chefts, &c.”]
¢ But who,” exclaims Dr. Fuller, having cited this paffage,
< made him a judge? or gave him a commiflion to take
where it might be beft fpared, and give where it was
moft wanted > That fame power, one may anfwer,
which authorifes kings to take where it can be awos/?
{pared, and give it where it is /ea/f wanted. Qur hero,
an this refpe&, was a knight-errant; and wanted no other
commiffion than that of Juftice, whofe caufe he militated.
His power, compared with that of the king of England,
was, by no means, either equally ufurped, or equally
abufed : the one reigned over fubje@s (or flaves) as a
mafter (or tyrant), the other poflefled no authority
but what was delegated to him by the free fuffrage
of his adherents, for their general good : and, as for the
reft, it would be abfurd to blame in Robin what we
thould praife in Richard. The latter, too, warred in
remote parts of the world againft nations from which
neither he nor his fubjecs had fuftained any injury ; the
former at home againft thofe to whofe wealth, avarice,
or ambition, he might fairly attribute not only his own
misfortunes, but the mifery of the oppreffed and enflaved
fociety he had quitted. In a word, every man who has
the power has alfo the auathority to purfue the ends of
juftice ; to regulate the gifts of fortune, by transfering
the fuperfiuities of the rich to the neceflities of the poor ;
by relieving the opprefled, and even, when neceffary;
deftroying the oppreflor. Thefe are the objeéts of the
focial union; and every individual may, and to the utmoft
of his power fhould, endeavour to promote them. Had
our Robin Hood been, like M¢ Donald of Barrifdale, 4
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reader of Virgil, he, as well as that gallant chief, might
have infcribed on his baldric,

< He tibi erunt artes; paeis componere mores,
Parcere fubjeéiis, et debellare Juperbos.”>*

(*O) ¢ But it is to be remembered,” &¢.] The pal-
fage, from Majors work, which has been already quoted,
is here given entire (except as to a fingle fentence in-
troduced in another place). Circa bac tempora [ /o Ri-
cardi 1.] ut auguror, Robertus Hudus &9’ Parvus Foannes
latrones famaliffimé, in nemoribus latuerunt, folum opulentum
wirorum bona diripientes. Nullum nifi eos invadentem wel
refifientem pro fuarum rverum tuitione occiderunt. Centum
Jagittarios ad pugnam aptiffimos Robertus latrociniis aluit
quos 400 wiri fortiffimi invadere non audebant. Faminam
nullam opprimi permifit, nec pauperum bona furripuit, verum
eos ex abbatum bonis ablatis opipare pavit. Viri rapinam
improbo, fed latronum omnium humaniffimus &S princeps erat”?
(Majoris Britannice bifforia. Edin. 1740. p. 128.)

Stowe, in his Annales, 1592, p. 227. gives an almoft

* See Pennants Tour in Scotland MBDCCLXXII. part I. p. 404,
The original reading, whether altered by muitake or defign, is—

(13

pacifque imponere morem.”

One might, to the fame purpofe, addrefs our hero in the words of
Plautus : (Zrinummus, A& 1V. {cenei.)

8 Arque banc tuam gloriam jam ante auribus acceperam, & nobiles
apud homines, 1 § el X

Pauperibus te parcere folitum, divites damnare atque domare.

Abi, laudo. fcis ordine, ut equom’/?,

Trallare homines, hoc dis dignum’ [}, femper mendicis modefii fint."

¢ ——— T've head before
This commendation of you, and from great oues,
That you were wont to fpare the indigent,
And crufh the wealthy.—1I applaud your juftice
In treating men according to their merits.—
"Tis worthy of the gods to have refped}
Unto the poor,” : '
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literal verfion of the above paffage ; Richard Robinfor
verfifies it * ; and Camden flightly refers to it.

(P)—-<¢ has had the honour to be compared to the
illuftrious Wallace, &c.”] In the firft volume of Pecks
intended {upplement to the Monaflicon, confifting of col-
leétions for the hiftory of Prezmonftratenfian monafteries,
now in the Britith Mufeum, is a very curious riming
Latin poem, with the following title: ¢ Prioris Aln-
avicenfis de bello Scotico apud Dumbarr, tempore rigis Eda
avard; 1. diclamen five rithmus Latinus, guo de WiLL1=
eLmo WaLLACE, Scotico illo Roin WHoOD, plura

Jed invidiofe canit:” andin the margin are the following

date and reference: 22. Falii 1304. 32. E. 1. Regiff.
Prem. fol. 59. a.”> This, it may be obferved, is the firft
known inftance of our heros name being mentioned by
any writer whatever; and affords a ftrong and refpeét-
able proof of his early popularity,

(Q_) —¢ fupported in pampered luxury.”] A well-
drawn charaéter of a lordly prelate of our own days may
be found in Zhe adwventures of Hugh Trevor, a novel, by
"Thomas Holcroft (one of the perfons who had the honour
to be indited for high-treafon in 1794). The facred
functions of thefe auguft dignitaries {feem pretty accu-
rately delineated in the following Jeu d'¢fprit, infcribed,
many years ago, on the epifcopal feat in a certain cathe-

dral :

* ¢ Richard Ceeur de Lyon cald a king and conquerour was,
With Phillip king of France who did unto Jerufalemm paffe
In this kings time was Robyn Hood, thatarcher and outlawe,
And little John his partener eke, unto them which did drawe
One hondred tall and good archers, on whom foure hondred men,
Were their power never fo ftrong, could not give onfet then;
The abbots, monkes, and carles rich thefe onely did moleft,
And refkewd woemen when they faw of theeves them fo oppreft;
Reftoring poore mens goods, and cke abundantly releeved
®oore travellers which wanted food, or were with ficknes greeved.”

{ Third affertion, &ec. (quoted elfewhere),
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¢t This is the throne of the bifhop of Durham ;
Who has fitteen thoufand a year, and odd,
For eating and drinking,
And farting and ftinking,
And faying The peace of god.”
This infcription, though calculated for the meridian of
Durham, may ferve as well for Canterbury, or Win-
chefter. Mr. Hatchinfon, the induftrious hiftorian of the
northern palatinate, who has unfortunately omitted {o
interefting an anecdote in the life of bifhop Talbot, will
be eager, no doubt, to avail himfelf of it, in a future
edition of his equally voluminous and important labours.

(R)—<¢ the abbot of St. Marys in York”] < In the
year 1088 Alan earl of Richmond founded here a ftately
abbey for black monks to the honour of St. Olave; but
it was afterwards dedicated to the blefled virgin by the
command of king William Rufus. Its yearly revenues
at the fuppreflion amounted to 1550/ 7/ 9d. Dugd.
2850l 1/. 5d. Speed.” Willis's Mitred abbeys, 1. 2140
The abbots in our heros time were—

Robert de Harptham (el. 1184) 0b. 1198.
Robert de Longo Campo. 06. 1239.
William Rondele. 06. 1244. :

Tho. de W harterhille. 06, 1258.

(S) — << the fherif of Nottinghamthire”] Ralph
Maurdach was fherif of Derby and Nottinghamthires in
the 1ft year of king Richard I. and for the 7 years pre-
ceding, and William Brewerre in his 6th year, between
which and the 1ft no name appears on the roll, See
Fullers Worthies, &c.

('T) —¢< an anecdote preferved by Fordun, &¢.”] ¢“De
quo eciam quaedam commendabilia recitantur, ficut patuit
in hoc, quod cum ipfe quondam in Barnifdale iram i
iram) regis & fremitum privcipis, miffam, ut Jolitus erat,
devotiffime audiret, nec aliqua neceffitate volebat iiterrum-
pere officium, quadam die cum audiret miflam, a qiodan
wicecomite & minifFris regis, fepius per prius iffum infef
tantibusy in illo fecretiffimo loco nemoraliy ubi mijfe interfuits
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exploratus, wenientes ad eum qui de fuis hoc perceperunt, ut
omni annifn fugeret [ugge/ferunt, qui, ob reverentiam facra-
menti, quod tunc devotiffime wencrabatur, omnino facere
recufavite  Sed ceteris fuis, ob metum mortis trepidantibus,
Robertus tantum confifus in eum, quem coluit rewveritus, cum
paucifimis, qui tunc forte ei affucrunt, inimicos congreffus &S
eos de facili devicit, & de eorum [poliis ac redemptione di-
tatus, miniftros ecclefice & miffas femper in majori wenera-
tione femper &S de poft habere preelegit, attendens quod
awlgariter dictum eft :
Hoc deus exaudit, gui miffam fepivs andit.”

(J.DeFordunScotichronicon, a Hearne.Ox.1722.p.774.)
- This paffage is found in no other copy of Forduns
chronicle than one in the Harleian library. Its fuppref=
fion in all the reft may be fairly accounted for on the prin-
ciple which is prefumed to have influenced the conduét
of the ancient Englith hifforians. Seenote (a).

(U)—¢¢ a proclamation was publithed, &5'c.”’] <€ The
king att laft,”” fays the Harleian MS, ¢ fett furth a
proclamation to have him apprehended, &¢c.””  Grafton,
after having told us that he ¢¢ pradtifed robberyes,
&5c.” adds, <« The which beyng certefyed to the king,
and he beyng greatly offended therewith, caufed his
proclamation to be made that whofoever would bryng
him quicke or dead, the king would geve him a great
fumme of money, as by the recordes in the Exchequer
1s to be feene :  But of this promife no man enjoyed any
benefite. ‘For the fayd Robert Hood, being afterwardes
troubled with fickneffe, {&5c.”” (p. 85.) See note (L).

(V) ¢ At length, the infirmities of old age increafing
upon him, &¢.””] Thus Grafton: ¢ The fayd Robert
Hood, beyng troubled with ficknefle, came to a certain
nonry in Y orkfhire called Bircklies [r. Kircklies], where
defiryng to beletblood, he wasbetrayed and bled todeath.”
The Sloane MS. fays that ¢¢ [Being] dyftempered with
could and age, he had great payne in his lymmes, hisbloud
being corrupied, therfore, to be caled of his payne by let-
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ting bloud, he repayred to the priores of Kyrkefly, which
fome fay was his aunt, a woman very {kylful in phyfique
& furgery ; who, perceyving him to be Robyn Hood, &
waying howe fel an enimy he was to religious perfons,
toke reveng of him for her owne howfe and all others by
letting him bleed to death, It is alfo fayd that one fir
Roger of Doncaiter, bearing grudge ta Robyn for {fome
injury, incyted the priores, with whome he was very fa-
miliar, in fuch a maner to difpatch him.” See the Ly-
tell gefte of Rebyn Hode, ad finem. The Harleian MS.
after mentioning the proclamation “ fett furth to have
him apprehended” adds, ¢ at which time it happened
he fell fick at a nunnery in Yorkfhire called Birkleys
[r. Kirkleys] ; & defiring there to be let blood, hee was
beytrayed & made bleed to death.”

Kirkleys, Kirklees or Kirkleghes, formerly Kuthale,
in the deanry of Pontefra&, and archdeaconry of the
welt riding of Yorkthire, was a Ciftercian, or, as fome
fay, a Benediétine nunuery, founded, in honour of the
virgin Mary and St. James, by Reynerus Flandrenfis
inthe reign of king Henry IL. lts revenues at the dif-
folution were fomewhat about £.20 and the fite was
granted (36 Hen. 8.) to John Tafburgh and Henry Sa-
vill, from whom it came to one of the anceftors of Sir
George Armytage bart. the prefent pofleffor. The re-
mains of the building (if any) are very inconfiderable,
and its regifter has been fearched after in vain. See
Tanners Notitia, p- 674. Thorelbys Ducatus Leodienfis,
p. 91. Hearnes ¢ Account of feveral antiquities in and
about the univerfity of Oxford,” at the end of Lelands
diinerary, vol. 1. p. 128:

In 1706 was difcovered, among the ruins of the nun-
nery, the monument of Elifabeth de Staynton priorefs ; but
it is not certain that this was the lady from whom our
hero experienced fuch kind aflitance. See Thoretby
and Hearne #b: fupra.

¢« One may woader,”” fays Dr. Fuller, ¢ how he ef-
caped the hand of jultice, dying in his bed, for ought is
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found to the contrary : but it was becaufe he was rathcs
a merry than a mifthicvous thief (complementing paffen-
gers out of their purfes) never murdering any but deer,
and . ... ¢feafting’ the vicinage with his venifon.”’
(Worthies, p. 320.) See the following note.

(W) < He was interred under fome trees at a fhort
diftance from the houfe; a ftone being placed over his
grave with an infcription to his memory. ¢ Kirkley mo-
nafierium monialium, ubi Ro: Hood nobilis ille exlex fe-
pultus.”  Lelands Colletanca, i. 54. ¢ Kirkleys Nun-
nery, in the woods whereof Robin Hoods grave 1is, is
between Halifax and Wakefield upon Calder.” Letter
Jrom Jo. Savile 70 W. Camden, Zlluf. viro epis. 1691,

as Caldor comes along,

It chanc’d fhe in her courfe on ¢ Kirkley’ caft her eye,
Where merry Robin Hood, that honeft thief, doth lie.’’
(Poly-Olbion, Song 28 )

Sce alfo Camdens Britannia, 1695, p. 709.

In the fecond volume of Dr. Stukeleys Ztinerarium curi-
ofum is an engraving of <« The profpeét of Kirkley’s abby,
where Robin Hood dyed, from the footway leading to
Heartishead church, at a quarter of a mile diftance. A,
Fhe New Hall. B. The Gatehoufe of the Nunnery. C,
The trees among which Robin Hood was buryed. D. The
way up the Hill were this was drawn. E. Bradley
wood. “F. Almondbury hill. G. Caftle field. Drawn
by Dr. Johnfton among his Yorkfhire antiquitys. p. 54,
of the drawings. E. Kirkall, fculp.” It makes plate 99
of the above work, but is unnoticed in the letter prefs,

According to the Sloane MS. the priorefs, after
¢¢ letting him bleed to death, buryed him under a great
ftone by the hywayes fyde :” which is agreeable to the
account in Graftons chronicle, where it is {aid that, af-
ter his death, < the prioreffe of the fame place caufed
him to be buried by the highway-fide, where he had ufed
to rob and fpoyle thofe that pafied that way. And vpon
his grave the fayde priorefle did lay a very fayre ftone,
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wherein the names of Robert Hood, William of Goldefbo-
rough, and others were graven. And the caufe why fhe
buryed him there was, for that the common paflengers
and travailers, knowyng and feeyng him there buryed,
might more fafely and without feare take their jorneys
that way, ‘which they durft not do in the life of the fayd
outlawes. And at eyther ende of the fayde tombe was
ere@ed a croffe of flone, which is to be feene there at this
prefent.”

<« Near unto ¢ Kirklees’ the noted Robin Hood lies
buried under a grave-ftone that yet remains near the
park, but the infcription fcarce legible.” Thoresbys Dz-
catus Leodienfis, p. g1« In the Appendix, p. §70. 1s the
following note, with a reference to ¢ page g1:”

¢ Amongft the papers of the learned Dr. Gale, late
dean of Yorke, was found this epitaph of Robin Hood :

Dear undernead pis {aitl ffran
{ai3 vobert catl of Huntingti
ngar avciv vov a3 hie fx goud
an pipl kauln im vobin Houd
fick utlatos a3 bi an i3 nen
il england nive i agoi.

obiit 24 [r. 14] kal Dekembris 1247,

The genuineriefs of this epitaph has been queftioned.,
Dr. Percy, in the firft edition of his ¢ Reliques of ancient
Englith poetry,” (17655) {ays. << It muft be confefled this
epitaph 1s fufpicious, becaufe in the moftancient poems of
Robin Hood, there is no mention of this imaginary earl-
dom.” This reafon, however, is by no means conclufive,
the moft ancient poem now extant having no pretenfion to
the antiquity claimed by the epitaph : and indeed the
do&or himfelf fhould feem to have afterward had lefs
confidence in it, as, in both the fubfequent editions,
thofe words are omitted, and the learned critic merely
obferves that the epitaph appears to him fu/picious. 1t
will: be admitted that the bare {ufpicion of this ingenious
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writer, whofe knowlege and judgment of ancient poetry
are fo confpicuous and eminent, ought to have confider=
able weight.  As for the prefent editors part, though he
does not pretend to fay that the language of this epitaph
1s that of Henry the thirds time, nor indeed to determine
of what age it is, he can perceive nothing in it from
whence one fhould be led to pronounce it {purious, 7. e.
that it was never infcribed on the grave-ftone of Robin
Hood. That there atually was fome infcription upon it
in Mr. Thorefbys time, though then fcarce legible, is
evident from his own words: and it fhould be remem-
bered, as well that the laft century was not the ara of im-
pofition, as that Dr. Gale was both too good and too
learned a man either to be capable of it himf{zIf or to be
liable to it from others.*

"That induftrious chronologift and topographer, as well
as refpectable artift and citizen, mafter Thomas Gent, of
York, in his ¢ Lift of religious houfes,” annexed to
¢¢ The ancient and modern ftate of ”’ that famous city,
1730, 12mo. p. 234, informs us that he had been told,
¢¢ That his [Robin Hoods] tombftone, having his effigy
thereon, was order’d, not many years ago, by a certain
kuight to be placed as a harth-ftone in his great hall.
When it was laid over-night, the next morning it was
¢ furprizingly’ removed [onorto] one fide; and fo three
times it was laid, and as fucceffively turned afide. The
knight, thinking he had done wrong to have brought it
thither, order’d it fhould be drawn back again ; which
was performed by a pair of oxen and four horfes, when
twice the number could fcarce do it before. But as this,”
adds the fagacious writer, * isa ftory only, it is left
to the reader, to judge at pleafure.” N. B. This is the
fecond infiance of a miracle wrought in favor of our
hero! ‘

In Goughs Sepulchral monuments, p. cviii. is <€ the fi-

* That dates, about this period, were frequently by ides and /4-
lends, fee Madoxes Formulare Anglicanum, (Difleriation) p. xxx4
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gure of the ftone over the grave of Robin Hood [in Kirk-
lees park, being a plain ftone with a fort of crofs fleuree
thereon] now broken and much defaced, the infcription
illegible. That printed in Thorefby Ducat. Leod. 576,
from Dr. Gale’s papers, was never on it.* The late fir
Samuel Armitage, owner of the premifes, caufed the
ground under it to be dug a yard deep, and found 1t
had never been difturbed; {o that it was probably
brought from fome other place, and by vulgar tradition
afcribed to Robin Hood” (refers to ¢ Mr. Watfons
letter in Antiquary fociety minutes”). 'T'his is proba-
bly the tomb-ftone of Elifabeth de Staynton, mentioned
in the preceding note.

The old epitaph is, by fome anonymous hand, in a
work entitled ¢ Sepulchrorum inferiptiones: or a curious
colle&ion of guo of the moft remarkable epitaphs,”
Weftminfter, 1727, (vol. ii. p. 73.) thus not inelegantly
paraphrafed :

¢ Here, underneath this little ftone,

Thro’ Death’s affaults, now lieth one,

Kunown by the name of Robin Hood,

Who was a thief, and aicher good ;

Fuallthirteen (r. thirty) years, and {omething more,
IHe rebb’d the rich to feed the poor :

Therefore, his grave bedew with tears,

And offer for his foul your prayers.”+

* That this epitaph had been printed, or was well known, at
lealt, long before the publication of Mr. Thorefbys book, 1f not
before either he or Dr. Gale was born, appears from the ¢ true
tale of Robin Hood” by Martin Parker, written, if not prinied, as
carly as 1631.  (Sce volume I. p.127.) The Arabic figures muft
have been inferted by the copyilt for the Roman numerals; other=
wife there will be an end of its pretenfion to authenticity. (NZBS
The note in the Precedﬁng page wwas detached fiom the prefent by
miftake. )

+ In¢ The travels of Tom Thumb over England and Wales”
[by Mr. Robert Dodfley], p. 106. 1s another though interior veron.

¢¢ Here, under this memorial {tone,
Lies Robert earl of Huntingdon;

d
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(X) < Various dramatic exhibitions.”] The ear-
lyeft of thefe performances now extant is, ¢ The playe of
Robyn Hode, very proper to be played in Maye games,”
which is inferted in the appendix to this work, and may
probably be as old as the 15th century. That a different
play, however, on the fame fubjec has formerly exifted,
feems pretty certain from a fomewhat curious paffage in
¢ The famous chronicle of king Edward the firft, fir-
named Edward Longfhankes, &c.” by George Pecle,
printed in 1593.

ST e e v ol weele get the next daie from Brecknocke
the BookE or Rosin Hoop, the frier he fhall inftru& us in his
caufe, and weele even here . . . wander like irregulers up and down
the wildernefle, ile be muifter of mifrule, ile be Robin Hood that
once, coulin ¢ Rice’, thou fhalt be Zizt/e Fohn, and hers frier Da-
vid, as fit as a die for frier Tucke. Now, my {weet Nel, if you will
make up the mefle with a good heart for maide Marian, and doe
well with Lluellen under the green-woode trees, with as good a wil
asin the good townes, why plena eff curia. Excunt.

Enter Mortimor, {olus.

Mortimor « . . . . Maifters, have after gentle Robin Hood,
You are not fo well accompanied I hope,
But if a potter come to plaie his part,

Youle give him ftripes or welcome good or worfe, Exit,

Enter Liuellen, Meredith, frier, Elinor, and their traines

They are all claain greene, &c. fing, &c. Blyth and bonny,
the fong ended, Liuellen [peaketh, .

Luellen, Why fo, I fee, my mates of clde,
All were not lies that Bedlams fbeldamms} told;
Ot Robin Hood and little John,

Frter Tucke and maide Marian.”’

Mortimer, as a potter, aftcrwards fights the fiier with
s figiles. :

i
As he, no archer e’er was good,

And people call’d him Robin Hood 2
Such outlaws as his men and he . -
Again may England never fce.”

.
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2. ¢ The downfall of Robert earle of Huntington, af-
terward called Robin Hood of merrie Sherwodde : with
his love to chafte Matilda, the lord Fitzwaters daughter,
afterwardes his faire maide Marian. = A&ed by the right
honourable, the earle of Notingham, lord high admirall
of England, his fervants. q Imprinted at London, for
William Leake, 160t.” 4to. b. L.

3. « The death of Robert, earle of Huntington, other-
wife called Robin Hood of merrie Sherwodde : with the
lamentable tragedie of chafte Matilda, his faire maid
Marian, poyfoned at Dunmowe, by king John. A&ed,
€. q Imprinted, &'. [as above] 1601.” 4to. b. L.

Thefe two plays, ufually called the fir/t and fecond part
of Robin Hood, were always, on the authority of Kirk-
man, falfely afcribed to Thomas Heywood, till Mr. Ma-
lone fortunately retrieved the names of the true authors,
Anthony Mundy and Henry Chettle.* As they {feem
partly founded on traditions long fince forgotten, and re-
fer occafionally to documents not now to be found, at
any rate, as they are much older than moft of the com-
mon ballads upon the fubje&, and contain fome curious
and poflibly authentic particulars not elfewhere to be met
with, the reader will excufe the particu]arity of the
account and length of the extraéts here given.

® In «alarge folio volume of accounts kept by Mr. Philip
Henflowe, who appears to have been proprietor of the Rofe thea-
tre near the Bankiide in Southwark,’” he has entered—

£¢ F(b D

e, ¢ The firft part of Robin Hood, by Anthony Mundy.
The fecond part -of the downfall of earl Huntington,
firnamed Robinhood, by Anthony Mundy and

Henry Chettie.”

1nafubfequent page is the following entry: ¢ Lent unto Robarte
Shawe, the 18 of Novemb. 1598, to lend unto Mr. Cheattle, upon
the mending of the firff part of Robart Hoode, the fum of xs.”” and
afterwards—¢ For mending of Robin Hoed for the corte.” Sce
Malones edition of ¢ The playsand poems of Wiiliam Shakf{pcare,”
1790, vol. L. part IL, (Emcndations and additions.)

d 2
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The fir/l part, or downfall of Robert earle of Hunting-
ton, is fuppofed to be performed at the court and com-
mand of Henry the 8th ; the poet Skelton being the dra-
matift, and a&ting the part of chorus. ‘The introduétory
{cene commences thus:

« Enter fir Fobn Eltam, and knocke at Skeltons doore.

Sir Jobn. Howe, maifter Skelton! what, at ftudie hard ?
opens the doore.

Skelt. Welcome and wilht for, honeft fir John Eltam,—
Twill trouble you after your great affairs,

(i. e. the furveying of certain maps which bis majefly had
employed bim in ;) '

To take the paine that I intended to intreate you to,
About rehearfall of your promis’d play:

Elr. Nay, mafter Skelton; for the king himfelfe,
As wee were parting, bid mee take great heede
Wee faile not of our day: therefore I pray
Sende for the reft, that now we thay rehearfe,

Skel. O they are readie all, and dreft to play.
What part play you?

E/t. Why, 1 play little John,
And came of purpofe with this greene fute.

Skel, Holla, my mafters, little John is come,

At cvery doore all the players runne out; fome crying
where? where ? others Welcome, fir John: among other
the boyes and clowne.

Skel. Faith, little Tracy, you are fomewhat forward.
What, our maid Marian leaping like a lad !
If you remember, Robin 15 your love,
Sir Thomas Mantle yonder, not fir John.
Clow. But, mafter, Gr John is my fellowe, for I am Much
the millers fonne. Am I not?
Skel. 1 know yee are firi—
And, gentlemen, fince you are thus prepar’d,
Goe in, and bring your dumbe fcene on the ftage,
And I, as prologue, purpofe to expreile
The ground whereon our hiftorie 1s laied.

E xeunt, manet Skelton.
Trumpets founde, [1] enter firft king Richard aith drum

and auncient, giving Ely a purfe and [ceptre, bis mother
and brother Fobn, Choficr, Leficr, Lacie, others at tie
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kings appointment, doing reverence. The king gocs in: pre- .
Jently Ely afcends the chaire, Chefter, Fobn, and the queene
part difpleafantly. [2] Enter ROBERT, EARLE OF
HunTixcTON, leading Marian; folloes him Warman,
and aficr Warman, the prior; Warman ever flattering and
making curtfie, taking gifts of the prior bebinde and bis
mafler before, Prince Fohn enters, offereth to take Mari-
an; Bucen Elinor enters, offering to pull Robin from her 3
but they infolde each other, and fit downe avithin the cur-
teines. [ 3] Warman awith the prior, fir Hugh Lacy, lord
Sentloe, and fir Gilbert Broghton folde hands, and drawing
the curteins, all (but the prior) entcry and are kindely recei-

wed by Robin Hoode.”

During the exhibition of the fecond part of the dumb-
fhew, Skelton inftruts the audience as follows :

¢ This youth that [eads yon virgin by the hand
Is our earle Robert, ox your Robin Hoode,

That in thofe daies, was earle of Huntington g
The ill-fac’t mifer, brib’d in either hand,

Is Warman, once the fteward of his houfe,
Who, Judas like, betraies his liberall lord,

Iato the hands of that relentleffe prior,

Calde Gilbert Hoode, uncle to Hantington.
Thofe two that feeke to part thefe lovely friends,
Are Elenor the queene, and John the prince,
She loves carle Robert, he maide Marian,

But vainely; for their deare affeét is fuch,

As only death can funder their true loves,

Long had they lov’d, and now it is agreed,

'This day they muft be troth-plight, after wed ;
At Huntingtons faire haufe a feaft is helde,

But envie turnes it to a houfe of teares.

For thofe falfe gueftes, con(piring with the prior;
To whom earle Robert greatly is in debt,
Meane at the banquet to betray the earle,

Unto a heavie writ of outlawry:

The manner and efcape you all fhall {ee,

Looke to your entrance, get you in, fir John.
My fhift is long, for I play frier Tucke;

W hereiu, if Skelton hath but any lucke,

flcele thanke his hearers oft with many a duckg.

d 3
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For many talk of Robin Hood that never {hot in his bowe,
But Skelton writes of Robin Hood what he doth truly knowe.”

After fome Skeltonical rimes, and a {cene betwixt the
prior, the fherif, and juftice Warman, concerning the

outlawry, which appears to be proclaimed, and the taking

of ear] Huntington at dinner, ¢ Enter Robin Hoode, lit-
tle Fobn JSollowing him 5 Rebin hawing bis napkin on his
Shoulder, as if bhee were fodainly raifed from dinner.” He
1s in a violent rage at being outlawed, and Little John
endeavours to pacify him. Marian being diftrefied at
his apparent diforder, he diffembles with her. After the
is gone, John thus addrefles him ;

¢ Now mufk your honour leave thefe mourning tuncs,
Aund thus by my areede you fhall provides
Your plate and jewels ile ftraight packe up,
And toward Notingham convey them hence.
At Rowford, Sowtham, Wortley, Hothersfield,
Of all your cattell mony fball be made,
And I at Mansfield will attend your comming;
Where weele determine which waie’s beft to take,
Rob. Well, be it o, a gods name, let it be;
And if I can, Marian fhall come with mee.
Fobn. Elle care will kill her; therefore if you pleafe,
Atth’utmoft corner of the garden wall,
Soone in the evening waite for Marian,
And as I goc ile tell her of the place.
Your horfes at the Bell thall readie bee,
I meane Belfavage,* whence, as citizens

That ¢ meane’ to ride for pleafure fome fiall way,
You fhall fet foorth,”

The company now enters, and Robin charges them
with the confpiracy, and rates their treacherous proceed-

* That is, the inn {o called, upon Ludgate-hill. The modern
fign, which however feems to have been the fame 200 years ago, 1s
a bell and a wild man; but the original is fuppofed to have been
a beautiful Indian ; and the infeiiption, La belle favvage. Some,
indeed, affert that the inn once belonged to a lady Arabella Sawvage ;
and others, that its name, originally The bell and favage, arofe
( hke The Gearge and blue baar) from the junétion of two inns, with
thole refpeétive figns. Non nofirim cff tantas compenere lites.,
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ing. Little Johnin attempting to remove the goods is
fet upon by Warman and the fherif; and during the fray
s« Lnter prince Fobn, Ely and the prior, and others.”’
Little John tells the prince, he but defends the box con-
taining his own gettings ; upon which his royal highnels
obferves,

¢ You do the fellow wrong; his goods are his:
You only mult extend upon the carles.

Prior. That was, my lord, but nowe is Robert Hood,
A {imple yeoman as his fervants were.”

Ely gives the prior his commiflion, with dire€ions ta
make fpeed, left < in his country-houfes all his heards be
folde;” and gives Warman a patent  for the high f{he-
siffewick of Nottingham.” After this, ¢¢ Enter Rebin
fike a citizen;” and then the queen and Marian difguif-
ed for each other. Rabin takes Marian, and leaves the
queen to prince John, who s {o much enraged at the de-
ception that he breaks the head of Elys meflenger. Sir
Hugh, brother to lord Lacy, and fteward to Ely, who
had been deeply concerned in Huntingtons ruin is killed
in a brawl, by prince john, whom Ely orders to be ar-
refted ; but the prince, producing letters from the king,
revoking Elys appointment, <¢ lifts up his drawne {worde”
and ¢¢ Exit, cum Lofler and Lacy,” in triomph. Then,
o« Enter Robin Hoode, Matilda, at one door, little Fohu,
and DMuch the millers fonne at another doare.””  After
mutual congratulations, Robin aftks if it be

19

poflible that Warmaas {pite
Should £retch fo farre, that he dath hunt the lives
Of boununie Scarlet, and his brother Scathlock.

Much. O, I, hr. Warman came but yefterday to take
charge of the jaile at Notingham, and this daie, he {ares, he will
hang the two ontlawess ois .

Rob. Now, by my honours hope, « . .

He is too blame: fay, John, where muft they die?

Sfobn. Yonder’s their mothers houfe, and here the treey

Wheteon, poore men, they muit forgoe their lives;
And yonder comes a lazy lozell frier,
That 15 appointed for their iionfcﬁor,

S 4
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Who, when we brought your monie to their mothers,
Was wifhing her to patience for their deaths.”

Here <« Enter frier Tucke?”’ fome converfation pafles,
and the frier fkeltonizes; after which he departs, faying,

(13

let us goe our way,

Unto this hanging bufinefle ; would for mee

Some refcue or repreeve might {et them free.
Rob. Heardft thou not, little John, the friers fpeach ?
Fobn. He feemes like a good fellow, my good lord.
Rob. He’s a good fellowe, John, upon my word.

Lend methy horne, and get thee in to Much,

And when I blowe this horne, come both and helpe mee.
:70/)71. Take hecd, my lord: the villane Warman knows

And ten to one, he hath a writ againft you. you,
Rob. Fear not: below the bridge a poor blind man doth
With him I will chance my habit, and difguife, [dwell,

Only be readie when I cal! for yee,
For I will fave their lives, if it may bee. .

Enter Warman, Scarlet and Scathloch bounde, frier Tuck
as their confeffar, officers with balberts.

War, Matter frier, be briefe, delay no time.
Scarlet and Scatiock, never hope for life;
Here is the place of execution,
And you muft anfwer lawe for what is done.
Scar., Well, if there be no remedie, we muft:
Though it ill feemeth, Warman, thou fhouldft bee,
So bloodie to purfue our lives thus cruellie.,
Scat. Our mother fav’d thee from the gallows, Warman,
His father did preferre thee to thy lord ;
One mother had wee both, and both our fathers
To thee and to thy father were kinde friends. .
War. Ye were firlt outlaws, then ye prooved theeves,
Both of your fathers were good honeft men ;
Your mother lives their widowe in good fame:¥*
But you are fcapei hrifts, unthrifts, villanes, knaves,
And as ye liv'd by fhifts, (hall die with fhame,”

To them enters Ralph, the fherifs man, to acquaint

* She is called the widow Scarlet; fo that Scathlocke was the
elder brother. In fa&, however, it was mere ignorance in the
author to fuppofe the Scathlocke and Scarlet of the ftory diftinét
perfons, the latier name being an evident corruption. of the foime
or i Scatbloct, Scadlsck, Scarlock, Scarlet,
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him that the carnifex, or executor of the law, bad fallen
off his ¢¢ curtall” and was ¢ cripplefied”” and rendered
incapable of performing his office; fo that the fherif was
to become his deputy. The fherif infilts that Ralph fhall
ferve the turn, which he refufes. In the midft of the
altercation, ¢ Enter Robin Hoode, like an old man,” who
tells the fherif that the two outlaws had murdered his
young fon, and undone himfelf; {o that for revenge
{ake he defires they may be delivered to him. They
denying the charge, ¢ Robin whifpers with them,” and
with the fherifs leave, and his mans help, unbinds them :
then, founds his horn; and ¢ Enter litile Fobn, Much
e o Fights the fricr, making asif be belpt the fherifje,
knockes down bis men, crying, Keepe the kings peace.
Sheriffe [ perceiving that it is ¢ the outlawed earle of
Huutington”] runnes away, and bis men.” (See the bal-
lad of «“ Robin Hood refcuing the widows fons,” part
1T, ot i)

« Fyi. Farewell, earle Robert, as I am true frier,

1 had rather be thy clarke, then ferve the prior.
Rob. Ajolly fellowe! Scarlet, knowelt thou him ?
Scar. Hee is of Yoike, and of Saint Maries cloifter;
There where your greedie uncle is lord prior. . . .

Reb. Here is no biding, mafters; get yeein, . . .

John, ona fodaine thus I am refolv’d,

To keepe in Sherewoodde tille the kings returne,

And being outlawed, leade an outlawes life. . . ,
Fobn. 1 like your honours purpofe exceeding well.
Rob. Nay, no more honour, I pray thee, lntle John;

Henceforth 1 will be called Robin Hoode,

Matilda fhall be my maid Marian,”

Then follows a {cene betwixt old Fitzwater and prince
John, in the courfe of which the prince, as a reafon to
induce Fitzwater to recall his daughter Mztilda, tells
him that fhe is living in an adulterous itate, for that

“__Huntington is excommunicate,
And ull his debts be paid, by Romes decree,
It 15 agreed, abfolv’d he cannot be;
And that can never be.—So never wife, &c.”

Fitzwater, on this, flies inte a paflion, and accufes the
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prince of being already marryed to * earle Chepflowes
daughter.” They ¢¢ ficht; Fobn falles.” Then enter the
queen, &, and John fentences Fitzwater to banithment:
after which, ¢¢ Enter Scathlocke and Scarlet, winding their
hornes, at feverall doores. To them enter Robin Hoode,
Matilda, all in grecne, . o . Much, little Fobn; all the men
with bowes and arrowes.*

Rob. Wind once more, jolly huntfmen, all your horns,
Whofe fhrill found, with the ecchoing wods aflift,
Shall ring a fad knell for the fearefull deere,

Before our feathered thafts, deaths winged darts,

Bring fodaine fummons for their fatall ends.

Scar. Its ful fcaven years ince we were outlawed firft,

. And wealthy Sherewood was our heritage;

For all thofe yeares we raigned uncontrolde,

From Barn{dale throgs to Notinghams red cliffes,

At Blithe and Tickhill were we welcome guefts;

Good George a Greene at Bradford was our friend,

And wanton Wakeficlds pinner lov’d us well.+

At Barnfley dwels a potter, tongh and firong,

That never brookt we brethren thould have wrong,

The nunnes of Farnsfield (pretty nunnes they bee)

Gave napkins, fhirts; and bands to him and mee.

Bateman of Kendall gave us Kendall greene;

And Sharpe of Leedes fharpe arrows for us made,

At Rotherham dwelt our bowyer, god him bliffe,

Jackfon he hight, his bowes did never mife.

"This for our goode, our fcathe let Scathlocke tell,

In merry Mansfield bow 1t once befell.

Scath. In merry Mansfield, on a wreftling day,
Prizes there were, and yeomen came to play,

My brother Scarlet and myfelfe were twaine ;

* In ¢ The booke of the inventary of the goods of my lord ad-
meralles men tacken the 10 of Marche in the yeare 1598, are the
following properties for Robin Hood and his retinue, in this iden=
gical play:

¢« Jrem, vi grene cottes for Roben Hoode, and iii1 knaves fewtes,

Item, 1 hatte for Robin Hoode, 1 hobihorfe.

Item, Roben Hoodes fewte.

Jiem, the fryers trufle in Roben Hoode.”

Malcones Shak. I1.ii, (Emen. & ad.)

+ George a Greene and Wakefields pinner, were one and the
-fame perion, The froemaker of Bradfordis anonymous,
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Many refifted, but it was in vaine,

For of them all we wonne the maftery,

And the gilt wreathes were given to him and me.
There by fir Doncafter of ¢ Hothersfield,’

We were bewraid, befet, and forft to yield ;

And fo botne bound, from thence to Notingham,
Where we lay doom’d to death till Warman came.”

Some cordial expreflions pals between Robin and Ma-
tilda, He commands all the yeomen to be cheerful ; and
orders little John to read the articles.

¢ Soh. Firft, no man muft prefume to call our mafter,
By name of earle, lorde, baron, knight, or fquire:
But imply by the name of Robin Hoode.—
That faire Matilda henceforth change her name,
¢ And’ by maid Marians name, be only cald.
Thirdly, no yeomau following Robin Hoode
In Sherewod, fhall ule widowe, wife, or maid,
But by true labour, luftfull thonghts expell.
Fourthly, no pallenger with whom ye meete,
Shail yee let pafle till hee with Robin feafte:
Except a poaft, a carrier, or fuch folke,
As ufe with foode to ferve the market townes.
Fiftly, you never (hall the poore man wrong.
Nor {pare a prieft, a ufurer, or a clarke.
Laltly, you fhall defend with all your power
Maids, widowes, orphants, and diftreffed men.
All.  All thefe we vowe to Keepe, as we are men, -
Rob. Then wend ye to the gieenewod merrily,
And let the light roes bootlefle from yee runne,
Marian and 1, as foveraigns of your toyles,
Will wait, within our bower, your bent bowes fpoiles.
Exeunt winding their hornes."

In the next fcene, we find frier Tucke feignedly en-

tering into a confpiracy witi the prior and fir Doncafter,
to ferve an execution on Robin, in difguife. Jinny, the
widow Scarlets daughter, coming in, on her wéy ta
Sherwood, is perfuaded by the frier to accompany him,
<« difguiled in habit like a pedlers mort.” Fitzwater
enters like an old man:—fees Robin fleeping on a green
bank, Marian ftrewing flowers on him ; pretendscto be
blind and hungry, and is regaled by them. In anfwer
to a queftion why the fair Matilda (Fitzwaters daughter)
had changed her name, Robin tells him it is X
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¢ Becaufe fhe lives a fpotlefle maiden life:

And fhall, till Robins outlawe life have ende,
That he may lawfully take her to wife;

Which, if king Richard come, will not be long.”

¢« Enter frier Tucke and Jinny like pedlers finging,”’
and afterward ¢ Sir Doncafter and others weaponed.”—
The frier difcovers the plot, and a fray enfues. The
fcene then changes to the court, where the prior is in-
formed of fix of his barns being deftroyed by fire, and of
the different execrations of all ranks upon him, as the un-
doer of ‘¢ the good lord Robert, earle of Huntington ;”
that the convent of St. Marys had eleéted ¢ Olde father
Jerome” prior in his place; and laftly a herald brings
his {fentence of banithment, which is confirmed by
the entrance of the prior. Lefter brings an account of
the imprifonment of his gallant fovereign,king Richard, by
the duke of Auftria, and requires his ranfom to be fent.
He then introduces a defcription of his matchlefs valour
in the holy land. John not only refufes the ranfom money,
but ufurps the ftile of king: upon which Lefter grows
furious, and rates the whole company. The following is
part of the dialogue :

¢ Fob. (to Lefler ) Dareft thou attempt thus proudly in
[our fight?

Leff.  What is't a fubjeét dares, that 1 dare not?

Salf. Dare {ubjeéts dare, their foveraigne being by 2

Lef. O god, that my true foveraigne were ny !

Qu. Lefter, he is.

Leff. Madam, by god, you ly.

Cheft. Unmanner'd man.

Le#. A plague of reverence !’

After this, and more on the fame fubje&, the fcene re-
tarns to the foreft ; where Ely,being taken by Much, < like
a countryman with a batket”, is examined and de-
tected by Robin, who promifes him proteétion and fer-
vice. On their departuré :

¢« Yub. Skelton,a worde or two befide the play.
Fri. Now, {ir John Eltam, what it you would fay.
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_;I/Jan. Methinks I fee no jeafts of Robin Haode,
No merry morices of frier Tuck,
No pleafant fippings up and downe the wodde,
No bunting fongs, no courfing of the bucke
Pray god this play of ours may have good lucke,
And the king’s majeftie mislike it not !
Fri. And if he doe, what can we doe to that?
I promis’d him a play of Robin Hoode,
His honorable life, in merry Sherewod ;
His moajeftie himfelfe furvaid the plot,
And bad me boldly write it, it was good.
For merry jeafts, they have bene fbowne before :
As how the frier fell into the well,
For love of Finny, that faire bonny bell
How Grecneleafe rob’d the fbricve of Notingham,
And other mirthful matter, full of game.”
¢ Esiter Warman banifbed.”” He laments his fall, and
applies to a coufin, on whom he had beftowed large pof-
feflions, for relief ; but receives nothing, except reproaches
for his treachery to his noble mafter, The jailor of
Notingham, who was indebted to him for his place, re-
fufes him even a fcrap of his dogs meat, and reviles him
in the fevereft terms. Good-wife Tomfon, whofe hufband
he had delivered from death, to his great joy, promifes
him a caudle, but fetches him a halter; in which he is
about to hang himfelf, upon fome tree in the foreft, but
is prevented by Fitzwater, and fome of Robin Hoods
men, who crack a number of jokes upon him: Robin
puts an end to their mockery, and proffers him comfort
and favour. Then enters frier Tucke, with an account
of fir Doncaiter and the prior being firiped and wounded
in their way to Bawtrey : Robin out of love to his uncle
haftens to the place. After this, ¢ Eater prince Fobu,
Solus, in green, bowe and arrowes.
ohn.  Why this is fomewhat like, now may I fing,
As did the Wakeficld pinder in his note;
At Michaelmas commeth my covenant out,
My mafter gives me my fee:
Then Robin Ile weare thy Kendall greene,
And wend to the greenewodde with thee.”*®

* See the ballad of ¢ The jolly pinder of Wakefield,” Part II.
Num. ilIl.
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He affumes the name of Woodnet, and is dete@ed by
Scathlocke and frier Tucke. The prince and Scath-
locke fight, Scathelocke grows weary, and the frier takes
his place. Marian enters, and perceiving the frier, parts
the combatants. Robin enters, and John fubmits to him.
Much enters, running, with information of the approach
of ¢¢ the king and twelve and twenty fcore of horfes.”’
Robin places his people in order. The trumpets {ound,
the king and his train enter, a general pardon enfues, and
the king confirms the love of Robin and Matilda. Thus
the play concludes, Skelton promifing the fecond part,
and acquainting the audience of what it thould confit.

The fecond part, or death of Robert carle of Huntington, is
a purfuit of the fame ftory. The fcene, fo far as our
hero is concerned, lyes in Sherwood. A few extraéts
may not be unacceptable,

‘¢ Sc. iiii. Winde bornes.  Enter king, queene, &'c. Fricr
Tuck carrying a flags bead, dauncing.”  The frier has
been fent for to read the following infcription upon a
copper ring round the ftags neck :

¢ When Harold Hare-foote raigned king,
About my necke he put this ring.”

The king orders ‘¢ head, ring and all” to be fent to
Nottingham caftle, to be kept for monuments. Fitz-
water tells him, he has heard « an olde tale,”

¢¢ That Harold, being Goodwins fonne of Kent,*
Hunted for pleafure once within this wood,
And fingled out a faire and ftately ftagge,
Which, foote to foote, the king in running caught ;
And fure this was the ftagge.
King. It was no doubt.
Chofter. But fome, my lord, affirme,
That Julius Cxfar, many years before,
Tooke fuch a ftagge, and fuch a poefie writ :’+

* Fitzwater confounds one man with another; Harold Harc-
foot was the fon and fucceffor of Canute the great,
.+ This tradition is refered to, and the infcription given in
Mr, Rays Itinerariesy 1760. p. 153.—* We rode through a buthet
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Upon which his majefty very fagaciously remarks,

¢ It f(hould not be in Julius Cfars time:
There was no Englifh ufed in this land

or common called Rodwell-hake, two miles from Leeds, where
(according to the vulgar tradition) was once found a ftag, with a
ring of brafs about its neek, having this infcription :

When Julius Czfar here was king,
About my neck he put this ring:
Whofoever doth me take,

Let me go for Cafar’s fake,”

In The midwife, or Old woman’s magaxine, (vol. i. p. 250.) Mrs.
Midnight, in a letter ¢ To the venerable {ociety of anuquarians,”
containing a defcription of Cafars camp, on Windfor foreft, has
the following paflage: ¢ There have been many extraordinary
things difcovered about this camp. One thing; I particularly re-
member, was a deer of about fixteen hundred yearsold . . . . . .
This deer it feems was a favourite of Czfar’s, and on that account
he bedecked her neck with a golden collar and an infcription,
which I (hall by and by take notice of; fhe had been frequently
taken, but when the hunters, the peafants and poor people faw the
golden collar on her neck, they readily let her go again. However,
as (he continually increafed in ftrength and in bulk, as well as in
age, after the courfe of about fifteen or fixteen centuries, the flefh and
fkin were entirely grown over this collar, fo that it could not be
difcover’d till after fhe was kill’d, and then to the f{urprize of the
virtuof, it appear’d with this infcription :

When Julius Cafar reigned here,
Then was I a little deer;

If any man (hould me take,

Let me go for Czfar’s fake.

s¢ Thiscollar, which is of puregold, Tam told weighsthirty ounces,
and as the blood of the creature ftill appears frefh upon it, I be-
lieve it may be as valuable as any of your gimcracks; however,
thers will be no harm in my fending of it to you ; and if 1 can pro-
cure it, you may depend on my taking the utmoft care of it.” As
no notice is announced of this wonderful piece of antiquity in the
voluminous and important lucubrations of the above learned body,
it moft probably never came into their pofleflion; which is very
much to be lamented, as it would have been an admirable coms=
panion for Hardecnutes chamber-pot, and other fimilar curiofities.

The original of all thefe ftorwes is to be found in Pliny, who
fays;.© It is generally held and confeffed that the flagge or hind
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Untill the Saxons came, and this is writ
In Saxon charaéters,”

The next quotation may be of fervice to Dr. Percy,
who has been pleafed to queftion our heros nobility, be-
caufe ¢ the moft ancient poems make no mention of this
earldom,” and the old legend exprelsly afferts him ¢¢ to have
been a yeoman.”’ It is very true ; and we fhall here not only
find his title eftablifhed, but alfo difcover the fecret of his
not being ufually diftinguifhed or defigned by it.

‘¢ Enter Roben Hoode,

King. How now, earle Robert !
Fri. A forfet, a forfet, my liege lord,

My mafters lawes are on record,

The court-roll here your grace may fee.
King. 1 pray thee. frier, read them mee.
Fri. One fhall {uthice, and this is hee.

No man that commeth in this wod,

To feaft or dwell with Robin Huod,

Shall call him earle, lord, kmght, or {quire,

He no fuch titles doth defire,

But Robin Hood, plain Robin Hoode,

That honelt Y EoMAaN, fout and good,

On paine of forfectting a marke,

That muft be paid to mee his clarke.

My liege, my liege, this lawe you broke,

Almoft in the laft word you {poke ;

That crime may not acquitted bee,

Till frier Tuck receive his fee.”’

Now, the reafon that ¢¢ the moft ancient poems make
no mention of this earldom,” and the old legend exprefsly
afferts him ¢ to have been a yeoman,” appears, plainly
enough, to be, that as, purfuant to his own injunétion, he
was never called, either by his followers, or in the vicinity,
by any othername than Rebin Hood, fo particularly the min-
ftrels, whowere always, no doubt, welcome to Sherwood ,*

live long: for an hundred yeer after Alexander the great, fome
were taken with golden collars about their necks, overgrowne now
with haire and growne withio the fkin: which collars the faid king
had done upon them.”” Na:urall bifiorie (5y Holland), 1601. (B. 8,
c. 32.)

# Robin, in the old legend, exprefles his regard for this o-der of
men (conecrning which the reader may confultan ingenious “Effay”
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and liberally entertained by him and his yeomanry, would
take fpecial care never to offend againft the above law:
which puts an end to the difpute. 2. E. D.

Our hero is, at length, poifoned by a drink which
Doncafter and the prior, his uncle, had prepared for
him to give to the king. His departing fcene, and lait
dying fpeech are beautiful and pathetic.

¢ Rob. Inough, inough, Fitzwater, take your child,
My dying froft, which no funnes heat can thawe,
Clofes the powers of all my outward parts ;
My freezing blood runnes back unto my heart,
Where it afliils death, which it would refift :
Only my love a littie hinders death,
For he beholds her eyes, and cannot {mite.

° ° . . 5 ne - .

2fat. O let mee looke for ever in thy eyes,
And lay my warme breath to thy bloodlefle lips,
If my fight can reftraine deaths tyrannies,
Or keep lives breath within thy bofome lockty”

He defires to be buryed
¢ At Wakefield, underneath the abbey-wall;
dire®s the manner of his funeral ; and bids his yeomen,
“ For holy dirges, fing ¢ him’ wodmens fongs.”’

The king, upon the earls death, exprefles his forrow
for the tragical event ; ratifies the will; repeats the di-
reCions for the funeral; and fays,

¢ Fall to your wod-{ongs, therefore, yeomen bold,
And deck s herfe with flowers, that lov’d you deere.”

The whole concludes with the following folemne

dirge :
«J

in the Religues of ancient Engli/b poetry, (vol. 1.) and fome ¢ Ob-
{ervations” in a col.ection of Axcient fongs, printed in 1790):

¢ Whether he be meflengere,
Or.a man that myrthes can,
Or yf he be a pore man,
Qf my good he fhall have fome.”
<
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« Weepe, weepe, y¢ wod-men waile,
Your hands with forrow wrng;

Your mafter Robin Hocd lics deade,
Therefare figh 2s vou lng.

Here lies bis primer, and his beades,
His beut bowe, and his arrowes keene,
His good {wovde and his holy crofle:
Now caft oa fowers freth aad greeae.

Aad, as they fall, thed teares and fay,
Well 2, well a day, well 2, well 2 day!
Thas caf yee Aowers aad fing, :
Acd on to Wakefield take your way.™

The poet then profecates the legend of Matilda, who
is &nally poifomed, by the procurement of king John, in
Dunmow-priory.

The fory of this lady, whom the anthor of thefe plays
is fuppefed to have been the firlt that converted into the
charater of maid Marian, or oonnefted in a2ny fhape
with the hiftory of Rebin Hood, is thus related by Stow,
undec the year 1213: “ The chronicle of Dunmow fayth,
this difcerd arofe betwixt the king and his barons, be-
caufe of Mawd called ¢he faire, daughter to Robert Fitz-
walter, whome the king loved, but her father would not
confent ; and thereupon eafued warre thronghout Eng-
fand . . ... Whil® Mawd cthe faire remayned at Dun-
mow, there came a meflenger anto her from king Joha
about his fuite in love, but becaufe fhe would not agree,
¢he meflenger poyfoned 2 boyled or potched egge againf
fhe was hungrie, whereof fhe died.” (Anwales, 1592.)
Two of Draytons beroical (piftles pals between king john
and Matilda. He has alfo written her legend.

4 “ Robin Hood’s penn’orths, by Wm. Hanghton.”#

§. “ Metropolis coronata, the triumphs of ancient
drapesy: er, rich cloathing of England, in 2 fecond yeeres

formance. In honour of the advancement of fir John
Jolles, knight, to the high office of lord maior of Lon-

_don, and taking his oath for the fame authoritie, on

# This play is entered in mafter Henflows account-hook with
the dateof December 1600. Sce Maloacs Sakfpeare, Vol. 11.
Part 11, {Emen. & 2d.)
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Monday being the 30. day of O&ober, 16i¢. Per-
formed in heartie affetion to him, and at the bountifull
charges of his worthy brethren the truely honourable
fociety of drapers,. the firft that received fuch dignitie,
in this citie. Devifed and written by A. M. [ Anthony
Mundy] citizen and draper of London.” 1615. 4to.

This 1s one of the pageants formerly ufual on Lord-
mayors-day, and of which {feveral areextant, written as well
by our author Mundy,* as by Middleton, Dekker, Hey-
wood, and other hackney dramatifts of that period. They
were thought of fuch confequence that the city had for
{ome time (though probably not till after the reftoration)
a profefled laureat for their compofition; an office which
expired with Elkanah Settle in 1723-4. They confifted
chiefly of machinery, allegorical or hiftorical perfénages,
fongs and fpeeches.

¢ After all thefe fhewes, thus ordered in their ap-
pointed places, followeth another device of hunt{men, al{
clad in greene, with their bowes, arrowes and bugles,
and a new flaioe deere, carried among them. It favour-
eth of earle Robert de la Hude, fometime the noble earle
of Huntington, and fonne in law {by marriage) to old
fitz- Alkvine,§ raifed by the mufes all-commanding
power, 0 honour this triumph with his father. During
the time of his out-lawed life in the foreft of merry Shir-
wood, and elfewhere, while the cruel oppreflion of a moft
unnatural and covetous brother hung heavy upon him,
Gilbert de la Hude lord abbot of Chriftall [r. Kirkftall]
ahbey, who had all or moft of his lands in mortgage : he

* ¢ The trinmphes of reunited Britannia. A pageant in honour
of fir Leonard Holliday lord mayor.” 1603.

+ Heory Fitz- Alwine Fitz-Liefftane, gold-fmith, firt mayor of
London, was appointed to that office by K. Richard 1. in 1189,
and continued therein all the 15th ot K. John, 1212, when he
¢ decealed, and was buried in the priorie of the holy trinitie, neare
unto Aldgate.” (Stows Survay, 1598. p. 418.) His relationfhip
with Robin Hood is merely poetical, and invented by Mundy
¢ for the nonce ;" though it is by no means improbable that thev
were acquainted, and that our hero might have occafionally dincd
4t the maphon-houlc on a lord-mayors day.

¢ 2
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was commonly called Robin Hood, and had a gallant
company of men (out-lawed in the like mianner) that
followed his downecaft fortunes; as Zittle Fohn, Scathlocke,
Much the millers Jon, Right-bitting Brand, fryar Tuck,
and many more. In which condition of life "we " make
inftant ufe of him; and part of his brave bowmen, fitted
with bowes and arrowes, of the like ftrength and length
as good records deliver teftimonie, were then ufed by
them in their killing of deere. . . .. ..

Afterward, [wiz. after ¢ Fitz-Alwines fpeech to the
lord maior at night,”] asoccafion beft prefenteth itfelfe,
when the heate of all other employments are calmly
overpaft, earle Robin Hocd, with fryer Tuck, and his
other brave huntes-men, attending (now at laft) to dif-
charge their duty to my lord, which the bufie turmoile of
the whole day could not before affoord : they fhewe them-

felves to him in this order, and earle Robin himfelfe thus
ipeaketh.

‘The fpeech {poken by ear] Robert de la Hude, commonly
called Robin Hood.

Since graves may not their dead contame,
Nor in their peacefull flecpes remaine,
But triumphes and great thowes muft ufe thcm,
And we unableto refufe them

It joyes me that earle Robert Hood,
Fetcht from the forreft of merrie Shirwood,
With thefe my yeomen tight and tall,
Brave hunt{men and good archers all,
Mutft in this joviall day p'artu}\c,
Prepared for your honours fzke.

No fooner was i rayfde from relt,

And of my former ftate poffeft

As while 1 liv’d, but being alone,

And of my yeomen feeing not one,

I with my bugle gave a call,

Made all the woods to ring withall,
Immediately came little John,

And Scathlock followed him anon,
Wich Much the honeft millers fonne;
.And cre ought €lfc could be donc,

The flolhcxc frier came tnppmr7 in,

His heart upon a merrie pinne,
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Mafter (quoth lie) in yonder brake,
A deere is hid for Marians fake,

Bid Scathlock, John, or honeft Brand,
That hath the happy hitting hand,
Shoote right'and have him : and fee, my lord,
The deed performed with the wordy
For Robin and his bow-men bold,
Religiously did ever holde,

Not emptic-handed to be feene,
Were’t but at feafting on a greenes
Much more then, when fo high a day
Calls our attendance ; all we may

Is all too little, tis your grace

To winke at weakenefle in this cafe,
So fearing to be over-long,

End all with our old hunting fong.

° ° ° ° ° o ‘s ° °

The fong of Robin Hood and his huntes-men.

Now wend we together, my merry men all,
Unto the forreflt fide a: ‘
And there to ftrike a buck or a doae,
Let our cunning all be tride a,

Then goe we merrily, merrily on,
To the green-wood to take up our ftand [a],
Where we will lye in waite for our game,
With our belt bowes all in our hand [a].

What life is there like to bold Robin Hood #
It is fo pleafant a thing a :

In merry Shirwood he fpends his dayes,
As pleafantly as a king a.

No man may compare with bold Robin Hood,
With Robin Hood, Scathlocke and John [a]:
Their like was never, nor never will be,
If in cafe that they were gone [a]. ;

They will not away from merry Shirwood,
In any place elfe to dwe'l [a]:

For there 1s neither city nor towne,
That likes them half {o well [a].

Our lives are wholly given to hunt,

And haunt the merry greene-wood [a];
Where our beft fervice 1s daily {pent,

For our maiter Robin Hood [a].”

3
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6. ¢ Robin Hood and his paftoral May games.” 1624,

7+ ¢ Robin Hood and his crew of foldiers.” 1627.

Thefe two titles are inferted among the plays men-
tioned by Chetwood, in his Britifh theatre, (p. 67.) as
written by anonymous authors in the 16th century to the
reftoration. But neither Langbaine, who mentions both,
nor any other perfon, pretends to have ever feen either
of them. The former, indeed, may poflibly be ¢¢ The
playe of Robyn Hode,” already noticed; and the
other is probably a future article. ~Langbaine, it is to be
obferved, gives no date to either piece ; fo that, it may be
fairly concluded, thofe above fpecifyed are of Chetwoods
own invention, which appears to have been abundantly
fertile in every fpecies of forgery and impofture.,

8. ¢ The {ad fhepherd, or a tale of Robin Hood ”’

The flory of our renowned archer cannot be faid to
have been wholely occupyed by bards without a name ;
fince, not to mention Muudy or Drayton, the celebrated
Ben Jonfon intended a paftoral drama on this fubje,
under the above title; but dying, in the year 1637, be-
fore it was finithed, little more than the two firft aéts has
defcended down to us. His laft editor (Mr. Whalley),
while he regrets that it is but a fragment, {peaks of i%
in raptures, and, indeed, not without evident reafon,
many paflages being eminently poetical and judicious.

“« The perfons of the play,” fo far as concerns our
immediate purpofe, are: [1] ¢ Robin Hood, the chief
woodman [/. e. forefler], mafter of the feaft. [2] Ma-
rian, his lady, the miftrefs. [3]} Friar Tuck, the chap-
lain and fteward. [4] Little John, bow-bearer, [3, 6]
Scarlet, Scathlock,* two brothers, huntfmen. [7]
George a Green, huifher of the bower. [8] Much,
Robin Hoods bailiff or acater.” The reft are, the guells
invited, the witch of Paplewick, her daughter, the
fwin’ard her fon, Puck Hairy or Robin Goodfellow,
their hind, and laftly a devout hermit. ¢ The fcene,

* Jonfon was led into this miftake by the old play of Robin
Hood. Sce before, p. lvii, y
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Shesweod, confifting of a landfcape of 2 foreft, hills, val-
leys, cottages, a cafile, a nver, paftures, herds, flocks,
all full of country Bmplicity; Robiz Hovds Gowver, bis
aell, &c.” ¢ The argument of the firfk aft” 15 as
follows: * Robin Hood, having invited afl the fhep-
herds and thepherdefles of the vale of Be’voir 10 a feaft
in the forelt of Sherwood, and trufiing 1o his miflrels,
maid Marian, with her woodmen, o kill him venifon
againft the day; baving left the like charge with friar
Fuck his chaplain and #eward, to command the refll of
bis merry men to fee the bower made ready, and =l
things in order for the entezfamment : * mcets > with his

efts at their entrance into the wood, and condufls them
to his bower : where, by the way, he receives the rela-
tion of the TuEe sap suEpuexD JLglamour, who is
fallen into a deep melancholy for the lofs of his beloved
Earine, seported to have been drowned in paifing over
the Trent, fome few days before. . . . In the mean
sime Marian 3s come from hunting. « . . Robin Hood
enquires if fhe hunted the deere at force, and what fport
he made ? how long he Rood ! and what head he bore ?
all which is briefly anfwered, with 2 relation of breaking
him wp, and the raven, and hey bone. The fufpelt had
of that raven to be Maudlin the witch of Paplewick,
whom one of the huniimen met 1’ the morning at the
rouzing of the deer, and is confirmed by her being then
3n Robin Hoods kitchen, ¥ the chimney corner, brozhing
she fame bit which was thrown to the yaven at the quarry
or fall of the deer. Marian, being gone in 1o fhew the
deer to fome of the (hepherdefles, returns dilcontented 3
fends away the wvenifon fhe had killed to bher they call
the witch; qoarvels with her love Robin Hood, abufeth
him, and his guelts the fhepherds; and fo departs, leav-
ing them all i wonder and perplexizy.”

By < the argument of the fecond a&> it appears that
the witch had ¢ taken the fhape of Marian to abufe
Robin Hood, and perplex his guefis.”” Howexer, npon
an explanation of the mattey with the true Mariao, the
trick 1s found out, the venilon recovered, and * Robin

S
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Hood difpatcheth out his woodmen to hunt and take
her: which ends the a&.”  The third a& was defigned
to be taken up with the chace of the witch, her various
fchemes to elude the purfuers, and the difcovery of Ea-
rine in the fwineherds enchanted oak, Nothing more of
the authors defign appearing, we have only to regret
the imperfect ftate of a paftoral drama, which, accordin
to the above learned and ingenious editor, would have
done honour to the nation.*

9. ‘¢ Robin Hood and his crew of fouldiers, a comed
alted at Nottingham on the day of his faCRed majef-
ties corronation. Fiwat rex. The afors names : Ro-
bin Hood, commander; Little John, William Scad-
locke, fouldiers ; meflenger from the fheriffe. London,
printed for James Davis, 1661.” 4to.

This 1s an interlude, of 4 few pages and no merit; al- -

luding to the late rebellion, and the fubje of the day.
The outlaws, convinced by the reafoning of the fherifs
meflenger, become Joyal fubjeéts.

10. ** Robin Hood. An opera, as it is perform’d at
Lee’s and Harpers great theatrical booth in Barthole-
mew-fair.”” 1730. 8vo,

11. ¢ Rabin Hood.” 1751. 8vo.

This was a ballad-farce, acted at Drary-lane theatre ;
in which the following favourite fong was originally fung
by Mr. Beard, in the characer of Robin Hood.

As blithe as the linnet fings in the green wood,
So blithe we’ll wake the morn :

And through the wide foreft of merry Sherwood
We’il wind the bugle-horn.

The fheriff attempts to take bold Robin Hood,
Boid Robin difdains to fly;

Let him come when he will, we’lly in merry Sherwood,
Or vanquith, boys, or die.

* This play appears to have been performed upon the ftage after
the reftoration. The prologue and epilogue ({poken by Mr,
Portlock) are to be found in num, 1009 of the Sloane MSS. - It
was republifhed, with a continuation ane notes, by Mr, Waldron,
of Drury-lane theatre, in 1783,

R g
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Our hearts they are flout, and our bows they are good,
As well their mafters know ;

They’re cull’d in the foreft of merry Sherwood,
And never will {pare a foe.

Our arrows fhall drink of the fallow deer’s blood,
We’ll hunt them all o’cr the plain;

And through the wide foreft of merry Sherwood,
No (hafi {hall fly in vain.

_  Brave Scarlet, and John, who ne’er were fubdu’d,
Give each his hand fo beld ;
We’ll range through the foreft of merry Sherwood,
What {fay my hearts of gold ?

12.* Robin Hood; or, Sherwoed foreft: a comicopera.
As ¢ performed at the tlxeatre royal in Covent-garden.
By Leonard Mac Nalily, efq.” 1784. 8vo.

This otherwife infignificant peiformance was embel-
lithed with fome fine mufic by Mr. Snield.  The melody
of one fong, beginning,

¢ T've travers’d Judah’s barren fands,”

is fingularly beauctiful. It has been fince reduced to,
and is flill frequently acted as, an after-piece.

A drama on the {ubje¢t of Robin Hood, under the
title of The foreflers, has been long expetted from the
elegant auathor of Zhe fchool for feandal. The firft a&,
faid to have been written many years ago, is, by thofe
who have feen or heard it, {poken of with admiration.

(Y)—¢ innumerable poems, rimes, fongs and bal-
lads.””] The original and moft ancient pieces of this
nature have all pu;imd in the lapfe of time, during a
period of between five and fix hundred years continu-
ance; and all we now know of them is that {uch things
once exifted In the Vifion of Pierce Plowiman, an alle-
gorical poem, thought to have been compofed foon after
the year 1360, and generally afcribed to Robert Lange-
land, the author introduces an 1gnorant, idle and drun-
ken fecular prieft, the reprefentative, no doubt, of the
parochial clergy of that age, in the chara@er of Sloth,
who makes the following confeflion:
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¢¢ T cannot parfitli mi paternofier, as the preifi it figgeth,
But I can ryMs oy Rosen Hope, and ¢ Randolf’ erl of Chefer,
But of our lorde o3 our lady I lerne nothyng at all,”*

Fordun, the Scotith hiftorian, who wrote about 1340,
fpeaking of Robin Hood and Little John, and their ac-
complices, fays, * of whom the foolifh vulgar in come-
dies and tragedies make lewd entertainment, and are de-
lighted to hear the jefters and minfirels fing them above
all other ballads:”+ and Mair (or Major), whofe hif-

® 3t odit. 3550, fo. xxvi, b. (Randolf is misprinted Rand of. }
Subfequent editions, even of the fame year, rcading only
s« Randall of Chefler,” My. Warton (Hiffory of Englifb poetry, ¥.
179.) makes this genius, whom he calls a frier, fay ¢ that he is
well acquainted with THE rimes of Randall of Cheflery’” and thefle
yimes he, whimbcaily enough, conje€tures to be the old Cheffer
Whitfun plays ; which, upon very idle and nonfenfical evidence, he
fappofes to have been written by Randal Bigdes, the compiler of
the Po{ycbwom’carr.{ ©f courfe, if this abfurd idea were at all found-
ed, TuE rimes of Robin Hood muft likewife 2llude to certain York-
fhire or Nottingham(hire plays, zvritten by bimfelf. The * Randolf
er} of Chefier’”” here meant s Randal Biundevile, the lalt ear) of
that mame, who bad been in the holy land, was 2 greas warsriorand
patriot, and dyed in 3231. A

The reading of the original edition is confirmed by a very old
manufeript, in the Cotton hibrary, (Vefpafian, B. XVI.) diflering
confiderably from the printed copies, which gives the paflage
thus :

¢ I can nouzt perfiitli my pater-nofter as a prefi hit fyngeths

I can rymes of Robyn Hood, of Ronbors zxt ox CHESTRE,

Ac of oure lorde ne of ouse ladi the lefle that ever was maked.”

{Seealfo Calignla, A, XxI1.)

The fpeaker himfelf could bhave told Mrs. Warton bhe was no
fr[ﬂ' Z

¢« J have ben Pr1ESTE & PERsoN paffynge thyrty winter,

Yet can I nether {olfe, ne inge, ne fayntes lyves read;

But 1 cans find in a ficlde or in a furlong an hare,

Better than ip Beatus vir ov in Beati omnes

Confirue one claufe well, & kenne it to my parifhens.”

4 ¢« De gm'bmﬁo]idum wngJ bianter in comoediis & Iragafa’ig"x
prurienter feftum faciunt, & faper ceteras ¢ yomancias’ mimos &
bardanos cantitare delectantuy.’” Scotichronicon (a Hearne }, p 774.
Comedies and tragedies arc—not dramatic go.mpoﬁti.om-, but—
poems of a comic oF ferious cafls Romanes in Spanilh, and so-
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tory was publifhed by himfelf in 1521, obferves that
¢ The exploits of this Robert are celebrated in fongs
throughoat all Britain.”* So, likewife, Heftor Bois
(or Boethius), who wrote about the {fame period, havin

mentioned ‘¢ that waithman Robert Hode with his fallow
litil Johne,”” adds, ¢¢ of quhom ar mony fabillis and mery
fportis foung amang the vulgar pepyll.”’+ Whatever
may have been the nature of the compofitions alluded to
by the above writers, {everal of the pieces printed in the
prefent colle¢tion are unqueftionably of great antiguity 3
not lefs, that is, than between three and four hundred
years old.  'The Ly#ell geffe, which is firlt inferted, is
probably the oldeft thing upon the fubje& we now pof-
- fefs;1 but 4 legend, apparently of the fame fpecics, was

mance, in French, fignify—not a tale of chivalry, but—a vulgar
ballad, at this day.

* < Rebus hujus Roberti geftis tota Britannia in cantibus utitur.®
Majoris Britannie hiftoria, Edin. 1 740. p. 128.

+ Hyflory of Scotland, tranflated by maitter Johne Bellendene,
Edia. 1541. fo. The word ¢ waithman’ was probably fuggefted
to the tranflator by Andrew of Wyatowns ¢ Orygynale cronykil,’®
svritten about 1420, which, atthe year 1283, has the following
hnes s ]

¢¢ Lyul Jhon and Robyne Hude
Wayth-men were commendyd gud;

In Yngil-wode and Barny{dale

Thai aylyd all this tyme thare trawale.””

It feems equivalent to the Englith wagabord, or, perhaps, oxtlazw.
Waith is waif; and 1tis to be remembered that, in the technical
language of the Englifh courts, a woman is faid to be waived, and
not oxtlawed.

I Of this poem there have been, at leaft, four editions, perhaps
more. In ¢ an old book in black letier in the advocates library
{Edinbarghl, fent to the faculty by a gentleman from Ayr(hire in
1788,’” are ¢* Fourteen leaves of fitts, &c. of Robyn Hood, with a
print of him on horfeback; over which ¢ ¥ Here begioneth a gelt
of Robyn Hode.”” Sce Ames’s ‘]:vpagmp/)im/ atiguities, by
Herbert, p. 1815.) Moft of the picces 1n this volume appear to
have been printed ¢¢ be Walter Chepman and Andrew Millar in the
South-gait of Edinburgh,” in or about 1508. The above imper-
fect « gette of Robyn Hode’’ 1s conjeéturced to be an edition of the
old poem in quellion; but all endvavours to procurc a fight of oz
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once extant, of, perhaps, a flill earlyer date, of which it

is fome little fatisfaction to be able to give even the fol-

lowing fragment, from a fingle leaf, fortunately pre-

ferved in one of the volumes of old printed ballads
in the Britith mufeum, in a haod-writing as old as
Henry the 6ths time. . [t exhibits the chara&ers of our
hero and his fidus Achates in the nobleft point of view.

¢ He fayd Robyn Hod . . . . yne the prefon,
And owght off hit was goz.

The porter rofe a-non certeyn,
As fone as he hard Johan call;
Lytyll Joban was redy witha fword,
And bare hym throw to the wall.

Now will I be jayler, fayd lytyll Johan,
And toke the keys in hond ;

He toke the way to Robyn Hod,
And f{one he hyme unbond.

He gaffe hym a good {werd in his hond,
His hed ther-with for to kepe ;

And ther as the wallis wer loweft,
Anon down ther they lepe.

To Robyn . . . . . fayd:

I have dore the a god torne for an . .
Quit me when thow may;

I have done the a gode torne, fayd lytyll [ Johan],
Forfothe as I the faye;

extra&t from it have proved unfuccefsful, though the cditor even
took a journey to Edinburgh chiefly for the purpofe, and received
cvery poflible degree of attention and civility from the worthy
librarian: the book having been now detained out of the library
for fome years. ¢ Robene Hudeand litil Jhone” occursalfo among
the tales enumerated in Wedderburns Complainte of Scotlard, print-
ed, at Saint-Andrews, in 1549. In a lift of ¢ bookes printed, and
. « . fold by Jane Bell, at the eaft end of Chrift-¢hurch [1655],”
in company with Frier Rufb, The frier and the boy, &c. is* abook
of Robin Hood and Little John.”” Captain Cox of Coventry ap-
pears to have had a copy of fome old edition : fee Lanehams Lezser
Srom Killingworthy 1575+
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I have browghte the under the gren wod . . «
Farewell & have gode daye.

Nay, be my trowthe, fayd Robyn,
So fchall it never bee;

I make the mafter, fayd Robyn,
Off all my men & me.

Nay, be my trowthe, {ayd lytyll Johan,
So {chall it never bee.”’

This, indeed, may be part of the ¢ flory of Robin Hood
and little John,”” which M. Wilhelm Bedwell found in
the ancient MS. lent him by his much honouared good
friend M. G. Withers, whence he extrated and pub-
lithed ¢ The turnament of Tottenham,” a poem of the
fame age, and which feemed to him to be done (perhaps
but tranfcribed) by fir Gilbert Pilkington, formerly, as
fome had thought, parfon of that parith.*

That poems and fories on the {fubje@ of our heroand
his companions were extraordinarily popular and com-
mon before and during the fixteenth century is evident
from the teftimony of divers writers. Thus, Alexander
Barclay, prieft, in his tranflation of Zhe /byp of folys, firfk
-printed by Pynfon in 1508, afterward by Wynken de
Worde in 1517, and laltly by John Cawood in 1570,
fays:

¢ I write no jeffe ne tale of RoBin Hoop.”

Again:
¢¢ Fer goodlie feripture is not worth an hawe,
But tales are joved ground of ribaudry;
And many are {o blinded with their foly,
That po feriptur thinke they {o true nor gode,

As is a foolifb jeff of Rosin Hopr.”

Again:
« And of all fables and jeffes of Rosin Hoob,
Or other triflcs,””.

The {ame Barclay, in the fourth of his Egloges, fub-

* « Defeription of the town of Tottenham-high-crofle, &e.”
Londou, (1631, 4t0.) 1718, 8vo.
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joined to the laft edition of /e /bip of foles, but origins
ally printed {oon after 1500, has the following paflage:
; ¢ Yet would T gladly heare fome mety fir
Of ma1pE Mar1on, or els of Rosin Hoop,
Or Benteleyes ale, which chafeth well the bldod,

Of Perte of Norwich, or Sauce of Wilberton,
Or buckithe Joly ¢ well ftuffed as a ton.””

Robert Braham, in his epiftle to the reader, prefixed to
Lydgates Troy-book, 1553, is of opinion that ¢ Caxtons
recueil’”” [of Troyj is ¢ worthye to be numbred
amongeflt the rrifelinge tales and barrayne luerdries of
Rosywn Hope and Bevys of Hampton.” (See Ames’s
Typographical antiquitics, by Herbert, p. 849.)

<¢ For one that is fand blynd,” fays fir Thomas Cha=
loner, < woulde take an afle for a moyle, or another
prayfe a rime of Rosyn HopEe for as excellent a
making as Treylus of Chaucer, yet thoulde they not
ftraight-waies be counted madde therefore ? (Erafmus’s
Praife of folye, fig. h.)

« If good lyfe,” obferves bithop Latimer, ¢ do not
infue and folowe upon our readinge to the example of
other, we myghte as well fpende that tyme in reading of
prophane hyltories, of Canterburye tales, or a fir of
Rosen Hope.” (Sermons, fig. A. iiii.)

The following lines, from a poem in the Hyndford
MS. compiled in 1568, afford an additional proof of our
heros popularity in Scotland :

¢ Thair is no ffory that I of heir,
Of Fobne nor Rosent Hupe,
Nor zit of Wallace wicht but weir,

That me thinkes half fo gude,
As of thre palmaris, &c.”

That the fubje& was not forgotten in the fucceedin
age, can be teftifyed by Drayton, who is elfewhere

uoted, and in his fixth eclogue makes Gorbo thus ad-
drefs < old Winken de Word :”

* Mr. Warton reads 7oy ; and fo, perhaps, it may be in foz-
met cditions.
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¢ Come, fit we doewn under this hawthorn-tree,
The morrows light (hall lend us day enough,
And let us tell of Gawen, or fir Guy,

Of Rosix Heow, or of eld Clem a Clough.”

Richard Jehnfon, who wrote ¢ The hitory of Tom
Thumbe,” in profe, {London, 1621, 1zmo. b. 1.) thus
prefaces his work : <* My merry mufe begets no tales of
Guy of Warwicke, &¢c. nor will I trouble my penne
with the pleajant glec of Rosinw Hoob, LiTtTLE Joan,
the FryYER, and his Marran; nor will I call to mind
the luty Prnper of WakerieLp, 5.

In ¢« The Calidonian forreft,” a fort of allegorical
or myftic tale, by John Hepwith, gentleman, printed in
5641, 4to. the author fays,

¢ et us talke of Robia Hoode,
Aad little Joha ia merry Shirewoode, &' ®

Of ene very ancient, and undoubtedly ence very po-
pular, fong this fingle Jine is all that is now known to
exift:

< Robin Hoon in Warnlnale ffoan,”

However, though but a line, it is of the higheft autho-
ity in Weftminfter-hall, where, in order to the decifion
of a knotty point, it has been repeatedly cited, in the
mofl {olemn nranner, by grave and learned judges.

* Honeft Barnaby, who wrote or traveled about 1640, was well
azcquainted with our heros ftory.

¢ Veni Nottingham, ¢yromes

Sherwooden{es funz latrones,
inftar Robin Hood, & fervi
Scarlet & Joannis Parvi;

Paflim, fparfim, peculantur,
Cellis, [ylvis depredantur.

¢ Theace to Nottingham, where rovers,
Highway riders, Sherwood drovers,
Like old Rodin Hood, and Scar/et,

Or like Lirtle Fobn his varlet;

Here and there they thew them doughty,
in cells and woods to get their booty, "
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M. 6 Fac. B. R. Witham v. Barker. Yelv. 147,
Trefpafs, for breaking plaintifs clofe, &c. Plea, Liberum
tenementum of fir John Tyndall, and juftification as his
fervant and by his command. Replication, That it 1s
true it is his freehold, but that long before the time when
&¢. he leafed to plaintif at will, who entered and was pofs
fefled until, ¢. traverfing, that defendant entered,&c. by

. command of fir John. Demurrer: and adjudged againft

plaintif, on the ground of the replication being bad,

as not {etting forth any f{eifin or pofieflion in fir John, out

of which ableafe at will could be derived. For a title

made by the plea or replication fhould be certain to all

intents, becaufe it is traverfable. Here, therefor, he

thould have ftated fir Johns feifin, as well as the leafe at
will ; which is not done here: ¢ meg towt un come il uft
repliz Robin ‘Whood in Barnwood itocd, ablque hoc
q uef. p commannement fiv John. Quod nota. Per Fen-
ner, Williams ¢t Crook fufficzs {olz en court, €t fudg-
ment Dong accordant, Yelv. p pefl”

In the cafe of Bu/b v. Leake, B. R. Trin. 23 G. 3.
Buller, juftice, cited the cafe of Coulthurft v. Coulthusfl,
C. B. Pafch. 12 G. 3. (an a&ion on bond) and obferved
¢ There, a cafe in Yelverton was alluded to, where the
court faid, you might as well fay, by way of indicement
t0 a traverle, Robin Hood in Barnwood flood.”

It is almoft unnecefiary to obferve, becanfe it will be
fhortly proved, that Barnwood, in the preceding quo-
tations, ought to be Barn/dale.® With refpett to

® There is, in fa&, {uch a place as Barnwood foref?, in Bucking-
hamthire ; but no one, except Mr. Hearne, bhas hitherto fuppofed
that part of the country to have been frequented by our hero.
Barnwood, in the cafe reported by Yelverton, has clearly arifen
from a confufion of Barnidale and green wood. ‘¢ Robin Hood in
the greenwood ftood’”” was likewife the beginning of an old fong
now loft (fec vol. IT. p. 46): and it is not a little remarkable that
Jefleries, ferjeant, on the trial of Pilkington and others, for a riot,
in 1683, by a fimilar confulion, quotes the line in queftion thus :

¢ Robin Hood upon Greendale food.” [ State-trials, iii, 634-)
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With refpe@ to Whood, the reader will fee, under note
(P), a remarkable proof of the antiquity of that pronun-
ciation, which atually prevails in the metropolis at this
day. See alfo the word ¢ whodes” in note (FF).

This celebrated and important line occurs as the firft
of a foolith mock-fong, inferted in an old morality, in-
titled ““ A new interlude and a mery of the nature of
the iili elementes,””fuppofed to have been printed by John
Rafttall about 15203 where it is thus introduced : 3

 Hu[manyte].

let ns fome lufty balet {yng.

Yng[norance]. Nay, {yr, by the hevyn kyng: .

Hy.

Yug.

E‘[ u.

Ing.

Hu.

,Y./ /i g .

For me thynkyth it fervyth for no thyng,
All fuche pevyfh prykeryd fong.

Pes, man, pryk-fong may not be dyfpy{yd,
For therwith god is well plefyd.

Is god well pleafyd, troweft thou, therby ?
Nay, nay, for there is no reafon why.

For is it not as good to fay playnly

Gyf me a {pade,

As gyf me a fpa ve va ve va ve vade ?
But yf thou wylt have a fong that is good,
1 have one of Rosy~ HobpEg,

The beft that ever was made.

Then a felefhyp, let us here ir.

But there is 2 bordon, thou muft bere it,
Or ellys it wyll not be.

Than begyn, and care not for . . .

Downe downe downe, &ce

Robyn Hode in Barnyfdale ftode,
And lent hym tyl a mapyll thyftyll;

The following moft vulgar and indecent rime, current among
the peafantry in the north of England, may have been intended to
ridicule the perpetual repetition of ¢ Robin Hood in greenwood

) )
flopd ;”?

Robin Hend
in green-wood f{tood,
With his back againft a tree;
He teli flat
Inro a cow-plat,
and all bethitten was he.

£
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Than cam our lady & fwete faynt Andrewes
Slepyft thou, wakyft thou, Geffrey Coke 2*

A c. wynter the water was depe,
1 can not tell you how brode;
He toke a gofe nek in his hande,
And over the water he went.

He ftart up to a thyftell top,

And cut hym downe a holyn clobbe;
He ftroke the wren betwene the hornys,
That fyre {fprange out of the pygges tayle.

Jak boy is thy bow i-broke,

Or hath any man done the wryguldy wrange?
He plukkyd mufkyllys out of a wyllowe,
And put them in to his fachell.

Wylkyn was an archer good,

And well coude handell a {pade;
"He toke his bend bowe in his hand,
And fet him downe by the fyre.

He toke with hym Ix. bowes and ten,
A pefe of befe, another of baken.

Qf all the byrdes in mery Englond,
So merely pypys the mery botcll.”

All the entire poems and fongs known to be extant
will be found in the following colleétion ; but many more
may be traditionally preferved in different parts of the
country which would have added confiderably to its va-
lue.§ That fome of thefe identical pieces, or others of

# Itis poflible that, amid thefe abfurdities, there may be other
lines of the old fong of Robin Hood, which is the only reafon for
.¥eviving them.

« O fleepft thou, or wakft thou, Jeffery Cooke 7'’

"éccurs, likewife, in a medley of a fimilar defcription, in Pammelia,
e609.
+91n The gentleman’s magazine, for December, 1790, is the firft
verfe of a fong ufed by the inhabitants of Helfton in Cornwall, on
the celebration of an annual feftivity on the eighth of May, called the
Furry-day, fuppoled Floras day, not, it i's imggiupd, ¢ as many have
thought, in remembraace of fome fellival inftituted in honour of
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the like nature, were great favourites with the common
people in the time of queen Elizabeth, though not much

that goddefs, but rather from the garlands commonly worn on that
day.”” (See the fame publication for June and O&ober, 1790.)
This verfe was the whole that Mr. Urbans correfpondent could then
recolleét, but he thought he might be afterward able ¢ to fend all
that is known of it, for,”” he fays, ¢ it formerly was very long, but
is now much forgotten.’* The ftanza is as follows

¢ Robin Hood and Little John
They are both gone to fair O ;
And we will go to the merry green.wood,
To {ee what they do there O.
With hel-an-tow,
And rum-be-low,
And chearily we’ll get up,
As {oon as any day O,
All for to bring the fummer home,
The fummer and the May O.”

¢ After which,” he adds, ¢ there is fomething about the grey goofe
wing; from all which,’’ he concludes, ¢ the goddefs Flora has no=
thing to fay to it.”” She may have nothing to fay to the fong, in-
deed, and yet a good deal to do with the thing. But the fat is
that the firlt eight days of May, or the £/ day and the eighth, {eem
to have been devoted by the Celtic nations to fome great religious
ceremony, Certain fuperftitious obfervances of this period ftill
exift in the highlands of Scotland, where it is called the Bel-tein 3
Beltan, in that country, being a common term for the beginning
of May, as ¢ between the Beltans” is a faying fignificant of the /i1 /¢
and eighth days of that month. The games of Robin Hood, as we
{hall clfewhere fee, were, for whatever reafon, always celebrated in
May.—N. B. “ Hel-an-tow,” in the above flanza, thould be Aeawe
and how. Heave and how, and Rumbelow, was an ordinary chorus
toold ballads; and is at leaft as ancient as the reign of Edward I1.
fince it occers in the flanza of a Scotilh fong, preferved by fome of
our old hiftorians, on the battle of Bannock-burn.

To lengthen this long note: Among the Harleian MSS. (num;
367.) 1s the fragment of ¢ atale of Robin Hood dizlouge-w ife bees
tweene Watt and Jeftry. The morall is the overthiowe of the ab-
byes; the l:ike being attempted by the Puritane, which 1s the wolfe,
and the politician, which is the fox, agaynft the bufhops. Robin
Hood, bufhop; Adam Bell, abbot; Little John, colleauges or the
univerfity.”” This feems to have been a common mode of fatyrizing

_ both the old cburch and the reformers, In another MS. of the

) S
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efteemed, it would feem, by the refined critic, may, in
addition to the teftimonies already cited, be infered from
a paffage in Webbes Difcourfe of Englifh poctrie, printed
in 1586. ¢ If I lette paffe,” fays he, ¢ the unaccount-
able rabble of ryming ballet-makers, and compylers of
fencelefle fonets, who be moft bufy to ftuffe every ftall
full of groffe devifes and unlearned pamphlets, I troft I
‘fhall with the beft fort be held excufed. For though
many fuch can frame an aleboufe-fong of five or fixe
fcore verfes, hobbling uppon fome tune of a zorthern
7ygge; or Resy~ HoopE, or La lubber, &c. and per-
happes obferve juft number of fillables, eyght in one line,
fixe in an other, and therewithall an A to make a jercke
in the ende, yet if thefe might be accounted poets (as it
is fayde fome of them make meanes to be promoted to
the lawrell) furely we fhall fhortly have whole {warmes
of poets; and every one that can frame a booke in
ryme, though, for want of matter, it be but in com-
“mendations of copper nofes or bottle ale, wyll catch at
the garlande due to poets: whole potticall (poeticall, I
thould fay) heades, I woulde wyfhe, at their worfhipfull
comencements, might, in fteede of lawrell, be gorgiously
garnihed with fayre greene barley, in token of their
good affetion to our Englithe malt.” The chief object
of this fatire feems to be William Elderton, the drunken
ballad-maker, of whofe compofitions all but one or two
have unfortunately perifhed.*

fame colletion, (N. 207) written about 1532, is a tratt intitled
¢ The banckett of John the reve, unto Peirs Ploughman, Laurens
Laborer, Thomlyn Tailyor, and Hobb of the Hille, with others :”’
being, as Mr. Wanley fays, a difpute concerning tranfubftantiation
by a Roman catholic. The other, indeed, is much more modern:
it alludes to the indolence of the abbots, and their falling off from
the original purity in which they were placed by the bifhops,
whom it inclines to praife. The objeét of its fatire {feems to be
the Puritans ; but here it is imperfect, though the lines preferved
are not wholly deftitute of poetical merit.—¢ Robin Hood and the
duke of Lancafter, a ballad, to the tune of The abbot of Canterbury,
1727, is a fatire on fir Robert Walpole.

# Chatterton, in his * Memoirs of a fad dog,"" reprefents ¢ baron
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Moft of the fongs inferted in the fecond of thefe vo-
lumes were common broad-fheet ballads, printed in the
black letter, with wood cuts, between the reftoration and
the revolution ; though copies of fome few have been
found of an earlyer date. “ Who was the author of the
collettion, intitled Robin Hood’s garland, no oue,” fays
fir John Hawkins, ¢¢ has yet pretended to guefs. As
fome of the fongs have in them more of the {pirit of
poetry than others, it is probable ”” he thinks, ¢¢ it is the
work of various hands: that it has from time to time
been varied and adapted to the phrafe of the times,” he
fays, ¢ is certain.” None of thefe fongs, it is believed,
were ever colleéted into a garland till {fome time after
the reftoration; as the earlyeft that has been met with,
a copy of which is preferved in the fludy of Anthony A
Woad, was printed by W. Thackeray, a noted ballad-
monger, in 1689. This, however, contains no more
than fxteen fongs, fome of which, very falfely as it feems,
are faid to have been ¢ never before printed.”” ¢¢ The
lateft edition of any worth,” according to fir John Haw-
kins, < is that of 1719.”” None of the old editions of
this garland have any fort of preface: that prefixed to

Otranto” (meaning, the honorable Horace Walpole, now earl of
Orford) when on a vifit to  {ir Stentor,” as highly pleafed with
Robin Hoods ramble, * melodiously chaunted by the knight’s
groom and dairy.-maid, to the excellent mufic of a two ftringed
violin and bag-pipe,” which tran{ported him back ¢ to the age of
his favourite hero, Richard the th:rd ;" whereas, fays he, *¢ the
fongs of Robin Rood were not in heing till the reign of queen
Elizabeth.” This, indeed, may be in a great meafure true of
thofe which we now have, but there is fufficient evidence of the
exiltence and popularity of fuch-like fongs for ages preceding; and
fome of thefe, no doubt, were occaltonally modernifed or new-
wrilten, though moft of them muit be allowed to have perifthed.
Thelate Dr, Jobnfon. in controverting the authenticity of Fingal,
a compofition 1n which the author, Mr. Macpherfon, has made
great ule of fome unqueftionably ancient Irith ballads, faid, ¢ He
would undertake to write an epick poem on the ftory of Robin
#ood, and half England, to whom the names and piaces he fhould
mention in it are familiar, would believe and declare they had
heard it from their earlielt years.” (Bofwells Fournal, p. 486.)

£3 i
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the modern ones,of Bow or Aldermary church-yard, being
taken from the colle&tion of old ballads, 1723, where
it is placed at the head of Robin Hoods birth and breeding.
The full title of the laft London edition of any note is—
« Robin Hood’s garland : being a complete hiftory of all
the notable and merry exploits performed by him and
his men on many occafions: To which is added a preface,
[i. e. the one already mentioned] giving a more ful] and
particular acccunt of his birth, &c. than any hitherte
publithed.  [Cut of archers fbooting at a target. ]

I'll fend this arrow from my bow,

And in a wager will be bound
To hit the mark aright, although
It were for fifteen hundred pound.

Doubt not I’ll make the wager good,

Or ne’er believe bold Robin Hood.
Adorned with twenty-feven neat and curious cuts adapt-
ed to the fubje& of each fong. London, Printed and
fold by R. Marfhall, in Aldermary church-yard, Bow-
lane.” 12zmo. On the back of the title-page is the fol-
lowing Grub-ftreet addrefs :

¢t To all gentlemen archers,”

¢ This garland has been long out of repair,

Some fongs being wanting, of which we give account;
For now at laft, by true induftrious care,

The fixteen fongs to twenty-feven we mount;
Which large addition needs muft pleafe, I know,
All the ingenious ¢ yeomen’ of the bow.
To read how Robin Hood arnd Little John,

Brave Scarlet, Stately, valiant, bold and free,
Each of them bravely, fairly play’d the man,

While they did reign beneath the green-wood tree
Bithops, friars, likewile many more,
Parted with their gold, for to increafe their ftore,
But never would they rob or wrong the poor.” }

The laft feven lines are not by the author of the firft
fix, but were added afterward ; perhaps when the tavenzy-
four fongs were increafed to tawenty- feven.*

# The following notc is inferted in the fourth edition of the
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(Y)—<¢ has given rife to divers proverbs:”] Pro-
verbs, in all countries, are, generally {peaking, of very
great antiquity ; and therfor it will not be contended
that thofe concerning our hero are the oldeft we have.
It is highly probable, however, that they originated in
or near his own time, and of courfe have exifted for up-
ward of goo years, which is no modern date. They are
here arranged, not, perhaps, according to their exat
chronological order, but by the age of the authorities
they are taken from.

1. Good even, good Robin Hood.

The allufion is to civility extorted by fear. 1t is pre-
ferved by Skelton, in that moft biting fatire, againft
cardinal Wolfey, #hy come ye not to cours? (Works,
1736, p- 147.)

¢ He is fet fo hye,
In his hierarchy,

Religues of ancient Englifl poetry, publifhed in July 1795 (vol. I.
e« XCVI1)3

¢ Of the 24 fongs in what is now called ¢ Robin Hood’s gar-
land,” many are fo modern as not to be found in Pepys’s collettion
completed only in 17e0. In the [editors] folio MS. are ancient
fragments of the following, wiz.—Robin Hood and the beggar,—
Robin Hood and the butcher.—Robin Hood and fryer Tucke.—
Robin Hood and the pindar.—Robin Hood and queen Catharine,
in two parts.—Little John and the four beggars, and ¢ Robine
Hood his death.” This laft, which is very curious, has no refem-
blance to any that have yet been publifhed; [it is probably
num. XXVIIIL. of part 1.} and the others are extremely different
from the printed copies; but they unfortunately are in the begin-
ning of the MS. wheie half of every leaf hath been torn away.”

As this MS. “contains feveral longs relating to the civil war in
the laft century,” the mere circumftance of its comprifing frag-
ments of the above ballads is no proof of a higher antiquity ; any
more than its not containing “ one that alludes to the reftoration’®
proves its having been compiled before that period ; or than, be-
caufe fome of thefe 24 fongs are not to be found in Pepys’s collec-
tion, they are more modern than 1700. 1f the MS. could be col-
lated, it would probably turn out that many ofits contents have
been inaccurately and unfaithfully tranfcribed, by fome illiterate
perfon, from printed copies ftill extant, and, confequently, tha
1t is, {o far, of no authority. See the advertifement prefixed,

f 4
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That in the chambre of ftars

All matters there he mars;
Clapping his rod on the borde,
No man dare fpeake a word ;
For he hath all the faying,
Without any renaying :

He volleth in his recordes,

He faith, How fay ye my lordes ?
Is not my reafon good ?

Goaod even, good Robin Hood,'*
2. Many men talk of Robin Hood that newer fhot in his

bow.

¢« That is, many difcourle (or prate rather) of mat-
ters wherein they have no fkill or experience. This
proverb is now extended all over England, though ori-
ginally of Nottinghamfbire extracion, where Robin Hood
did principally refide in Sheravood forreft. He was an
arch robber, and withal an excellent archer; though
furely the poet + gives a rwang to the luofe of Lis arrow,
making him fhoot one a cloth-yard long, at full forty fcore
mark, jfor compafs newer higher than the breaft, and awith-
in lefs than a foor of the mark. But herein our author hath
verified the proverb, talking at large of Robin Hood, in
whofe bow he never thot. Fullers Worthies, p. 315.

¢ One may jultly wonder,” adds the facetious writer,
¢¢ this archer did not at laft hit the mark, [ mean, come
ta the gallows for his many robberies.”

The proverb is mentioned, and given as above, by
fir Edward Coke in his 3d Inftitute, p.197. See alfo
note (X). It 1s thus noticed by Jonfon, in <« The king’s
entertainment at Walbeck in Nottinghamhire, 1633 :”

¢ Thisis . . . father Fitz-Ale, herald of Derby, &e.
He can fly o’er hills and dales,

* Mr. Warton has mistaken and misprinted this line fo as to
make it ablolute nonfenfe,
¢ Is not my reafon good?
Good—even good—Robin Hood.”
(Hif En. po. vol.ii.}
T Draytons Poly-Olbion, fong 26, p. 122, (Supra p.viii.)
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And report you more odd tzles

Of our out law Robin Heod,

That 1evell’d here in Sherewood,
And more ftories of him thow,
(Though he ne’er fbot in bis bow)
Than au’ men or believe, or know.

We likewife meet with it in Epigrams, &c. 1654 =
s In Virtutem.

¢ Vertue we praife, but pra€tice not her good,
(Athenian-like) we aét not what we kuow 3

So many men doe talk of Robin Hood,

Who never yet fbot arxow in bis bow.”

On the back of a ballad, in Anthony a Woods collec-
tion, he has written,
¢¢ There be fome that prate
Of Robin Hood, and of his bow,
Which never fhot thetein, I trow.”
Ray gives it thus:
¢ Many talk of Robin Hood, that never (hot in his bow,
. And many talk of little John, that never did him know:”
which Kelly has varyed, but without authority.

_Camdens printer has feparated the lines, as diftinét

proverbs ( Remains, 1674):

« Many fpeak of Robin Hood that never (hot in his bow.

¢ Many a man talks of little John that never did him know.”

This proverb likewife occurs in Zhe downfall of
Robert earle of Huntington, 1600, and {eems alluded to in
a {carce and curious old tra& intitled ¢¢ The contention
betwyxte Churchyeard and Camell, upon David Dycers
Dreame &c.” 1560. 4to. b.l. '

¢ Your f{odain ftormes and thundre claps, your boafls and braggs
{o loude: [clou:j.'

Hath doone no harme thogh Robin Hood fpake with you in a

Go learne againe ot litell Jhon, to fbute in Robyn Hods bowe,

Or Dicars dieame thall be unhity and all his whens, 1 trowe.”#

* In Churchyards ¢ Replication onto Camels objeftion,” he
tells the latter
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The Italians appear to have a fimilar faying.

Molti parlan di Orlands
Chi non viddero mai fuo brando.

3. o owver/boot Robin Hood.

““ And laftly and chiefly, they cry out with open,
mouth as if they had over/bot Robin Hood, that Plato banifhe
ed them [7. e. poets] out of his commonwealth.” Sir P.
Sidneys Defence of poefie.

4. Tales of Robin Hood are good [enough] for fools.

This proverb is inferted in Camdens Remains, printed
originally in 1605; but the word in brackets is {up-
plyed from Ray.

5e To fell Robin Hoods pennyworths.

¢ It is fpoken of things {old under half their value ;
or if you will, balf fold half given. Robin Hood came
lightly by his ware, and lightly parted therewith ; fo
that he could afford the length of his bow for a yard of
velvet.  Whitherfoever he came, he carried a Sfair
along with him ; chapmen crowding to buy his ftollen
commodities.  But feeing The receiver is as bad as the
thief, and fuch buyers are as bad as recervers, the cheap
pennyworths of plindered goods may in fize prove dear
enough to their confciences.”  Fullers Worthies. P 315,

This faying 1is alluded to in the old north-country
fong of Randal a Barnaby:

“ All men faid, it became me well,
And Robin Hoods pennyworths I did fell .

6. Come, turn about, Robin Hsod.

Implying that to challenge or defy our hero muft have
been the 7e plus ultra of courage. It occurs in Wit and
drollery, 1601,

¢ Your knowledge is great, your judgement is good,
The moft of your ftudy hath ben of Robyn Hood ;
And Bevys of Hampton, and fyr Launcelot de Lake,
Hath taught you full oft your verfes to make.”
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¢ Oh Love, whofe power and might,
No creature ere withftood,
Thou forceft me to write,
" Come turn about Robin-hood."

7. As crook’d as Robin Hoods bow.

That is, we are to conceive, when bent by himfelf,
The following ftanza of a modern Irith fong is the only
authority for this proverb that has been met with.

«¢ The next with whom 1 did engage,

It was an old woman worn with age,

Her teeth were like tobacco pegs,

Befides fhe had two bandy legs,

Hor back more crook’d than Robin Hoods bow,
Purblind and decrepid, unable to go;

Altho’ her years were fixty three,
She {mil’d at the humours of Sec/fhe Bue.'s

(AA)—* to {wear by him, or {fome of his companions,
appears to have been a ufual pradtice.”] The earlyeft
inftance of this practice occurs in a pleafant ftory among
¢ Certaine merry tales of the mad-men of Gottam,”
compiled in the reign of Henry VIIL. by Dr. Andrew
Borde, an eminent phyfician of that period, which here
follows werbatim, as taken from an old edition in black
letter, without date, (in the Bodleian library,) being the
firlt tale in the book.

¢¢ There was two men of Gottam, and the one of
them was going to the market to Nottingham to buy
fheepe, and the other came from the market ; and both
met together upon Notringham bridge. Well met, faid
the one to the other. Whither be yee going? faid he
that came from Nottingham. Marry, faid he that was
going thither, I goe to the market to buy fheepe. Buy
fheepe ! faid the other, and which way wilt thou bring
them home ? Marry, faid the other, l will bring them
over this bridge. By Rosin Hoon, faid he that
came from Nottingham, but thou fhalt not. By maip
Marr10N, faid he that was going thitherward, but I
will. Thou fhalt not, faid the one. I will, faid the
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other., Ter here! faid the one. Shue there! faid the
other. Then they beate their ftaves againft the ground,
one againft the other, as there had beene an hundred
theepe betwixt them. Hold in, faid the one. Beware
the leaping over the bridge of my theepe, faid the other.
I care not, faid the other. They fhall not come this
way, faid the one. But they fhall, faid the other. Then
faid the other, & if that thou make much to doe, I will
put my finger in thy mouth. A turd thou wilt, faid the
other. And as they were at their contention, another
man of Gottam came from the market, with a {acke of
meale upon a horfe, and feeing and hearing his neigh-
bours at ftrife for theepe, and none betwixt them, faid,
Ah fooles, will you never learn wit ? Helpe me, faid he
that had the meale, and lay my fack upon my thoulder.
They did fo; and he went to the one fide of the bridge,
and unlocfed the mouth of the facke, and did fhake out
all his meale into the river. Now, neighbours, faid the
man, how much meale is there in my facke now ? Mar-
ry, there is none at all, faid they. Now, by my faith,
faid he, even as much wit is in your two heads, to firive
for that thing you have not. Which was the wifet of
all thefe three perfons, judge you.”*
‘¢ By the bare {calp of Robin Hoods fat frier,”

is an oath put by Shak{peare into the mouth of one of
his outlaws in ‘the Zavo gentlemen of Ferona, a& 4e
fcene 1. ¢ Robin Hoods fat frier’”’ is frier Tuck; a cir-
cumftance of which do&or Johnfon, who fetr about ex-
plaining that author with a very inadequate flock of in-
formation, was perfeétly ignorant.

(BB)—¢* his fongs have been prefered not only, on
the mott folemn occafion, to the pfalms of David, but in

* See the original ftory, in which two brothers, of whom
one had wifhed for as many oxen ss he faw ftars, the other for a
palture as wide as the firmament, kill each other about the paftur-
age of the oxen, (fiom Camer. oper. fubfcif. cent. 1. c. 92. p. 429) in
Weanleys Little world of man, ediiion of 17745 P. 426.
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fa& to the new teflament.””] ¢ [On Friday, March gth.
1733] was executed at Northampton William Alcock
for the murder of his wife. He never own’d the fact,
nor was at all concern’d at his approaching death, re-
fufing the prayers and afliftance of any perfons. In the
morning he drank more than was fufficient, yet fent and
paid for a pint of wine, which being deny’d him, he
would not enter the cart before he had his money re-
tarn’d. On his way to the gallows he fung part of an
oLD soNG OF Roeinx Hoop, with the chorus, Derry,
derry, down,* &c. and {wore, kick’d and fpurn’d at
every perfon that laid hold of the cart; and before he
was turn’d off, took off his fhoes, to avoid a well known
proverb; and being told by a perfon in the cart with
him, it was more proper for him to read, or hear fome
body read to him, than fo vilely to fivear and fing, he
ftruck the book out of the perfons hands, and went on
damning the fpe@ators, and calling for wine. ~Whillt
pfalms and prayers were performing at the tree, he did
little but talk to one or other, defliing fome to remem-
ber him, others to drink to his good journey ; and to the
laft moment declared the injuftice of his cafe.” (Geantle-
man’s magazine, volume 111, page 154.)

To this may be added, that at Edinburgh, in 1563,
¢¢ Sandy Stevin menftrall” [ 7. e. mufician] was convinced
of blafphemy, alledging, That he would give no moir
credit to The new teflament, then to a tale of Robin-
Hood, except it wer confirmed be the doctours-of the
church.”? (Knox's Hifforic of the reformation in Scotland.
Edin. 1732, p. 308.)

William Roy, in a bitter fatire againft cardinal Wolfey,

! Sy i
® <« Derry dowwn is the burden of the old fongs.of the Druids

fung by their Bards and Vaids, to call the people to their 1ehgious
affemblys in the groves. Doire in Iniih (the old Punic) is a grove :
contupted into derry. A famous Druid grove and academy at the

place fince called Zondonderry trom thence.”  AMS. note by Dy,
Stukely, in hiv copy of Robin favd: garland. q
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intitled, ¢ Rede me and be nott wrothe For I faye no-
thynge but fothe,” printed abroad, about 152, {peaking
of the bifhops, fays,—

¢ Their frantyke foly is {o pevisthe,

That they contempne in Englisthe,
To have the neww teftament ;

But as for zales of Robyn Hode,

With wother jeltes nether honeft nor goode,
They have none impediment.”

To the fame effect is the following paffage in another
old libel upon the priefts, intitled ¢« I plagne Piers which
can not flatter, a plowe-man men me call, &%,” b, l
n, d. printed in the original as profe :

¢ No .Chriften booke
Maye thou on looke,
Yf thou be an Englifhe firunt,
Thus dothe alyens us loutte,
By that ye {preade aboute,
After that old {orte and wonte,
You allowe they faye,
Legenda aurea,
Roben Hoode, Bevys, & Gower,
And all bagage be {yd,
But gods word ye may not abyde,
Thele lyefe are your churche ¢ dower.’*

See, alfo, before, p. Ixxvii.

(CC) ¢ His fervice to the word of god.”] ¢ I came
ence myfelfe,” fays bithep Latimer, (in his fixth fermon
‘before king Edward VI.) ¢ to a place, riding on a
journey homeward from London, and I fent word over
night into the town that I would preach there in the
morning, becaufe it was a holy day, and methought it
was an holidayes worke ; the churche ftode in my way;
and I toke my horfle and my companye and went thither;

*® Thele two fingular articles, with others here quoted, are im
the equally curious and extenfive hibrary of George Steevens efquire,
whole liberality in tne communication of his Iiterary treafures in-
creafes, if pofhble, with their rarity and valee,
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I thought I fhould have found a great companye in the
churche, and when I came there the churche dore was
fafte locked. I tarried there half an houre and more,
and at laft the keye was founde; and one of the parifhe
commes to me, and fayes, Syr, thys ys a bufye day with
us, we cannot heare you ; itis Ropy~n HoopEs DAYE.
The parithe are gone abroad to gather for Rosyn
Hoope, I pray you let them not. - I was fayne there to
geve place to Roey~x Hoope. I thought my rochet
fhould have been regarded, thoughe I were not; but it
woulde not ferve, it was fayne to geve place to Rosyx
HoopEs MEN.

<¢ It is no laughying matter, my friendes, it is a wep-
ynge matter, a heavy matter, under the pretence for ga-
therynge for Ropy~ HoopE, a traytoure * and a thefe,
to put out a preacher, to have his office lefle eftemed, to
prefer RoeyN Hop before the mynyftration of gops
word; and all thys hath come of unpreachynge prelates.
Thys realme hath been il provided, for that it hath had
fuche corrupte judgementes init, to prefer Rosyn HopEe
to coppks worDE. Yf the byfshoppes had bene
g;eachers, there fholde never have bene any fuch thynge,

C‘c”

(DD)—¢¢ may be called the patron of archery.”]
The bow and arrow makers, in particular, have always
held his memory in the utmoft reverence. Thus, in the
old ballad of Londons erdinary:

« The hofiers will dine at the Leg,

The drapers at the fign of the Brufh,
The fletchers to Rubin Hood will go,

And the fpendthrift to Beggars-bufh.”+

# The bifhop grows fcurrilous. ¢ I never heard,” fays Coke,
_attorney-general, *¢ that Robin Hood was a traitor ; they fay he was
an oxtlaw.” (State-trials, 1. 218 —Raleigh had faid, ¢ Is it not
ftrange for me to make myfelf a Robin Hood, a Keit, or a Cade?’)
+ This ballad feems to have been written in imitation of a fong

in Heywoods Rape of Lucrece, 1630, beginning—

¢t The gentry to the Kings-head,
The nobles to the crown, &
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The pi&ture of our hero is yet a common fign in the
country, and, before hanging-figns were abolithed in
London, muft have been ftill more {o in the city; there

- being at prefent no lefs than a dozen alleys, courts, lanes,
&c. to which he or it has given a name. (See Bald-
wins Neww complcte guide, 1790.) The Robin-Hood-fociety,
a club or aflembly for public debate, or {fchool for ora-
tory, 1s well known. It was held at a public houfe,
which had once born the fign, and fill retained the name
of this great man, in Buatcher-row, near Temple-bar.

It is very ufual, in the north of England, for a publi-
can, whofe name fortunately happens to be Fobn Little,
to have the fign of Robin Hood and his conftant atten-

-dant, with this quibbling {fubfcription:

You gentlemen, and yeomen good,

Come in and drink with Robin Hood;

. 1f Robin Hood be not at home,

Cowme in and drink with Little Fobn.*
An honelt countryman, admiring the conceit, adopt-
ed the lines, with a flight, but, as he thought, neceflary
alteration, viz.

If Robin Hood be not at home,
Come in and diink with—=Simon Webfier.

Drayton, defcribing the various enfigns or devices of
the Englifh counties, at the battle of Agincourt, gives
to

* Old NoTTINGHAM, an archer clad in green,
Under a tree with his drawn bow that ftood,
Which in a chequer’d flag far off was feen;

It was the piéture of oL.o RosiN Hoop.”

{EE)—*¢ the fupernatural powers he is, in fome
parts, fuppofed to have pofiedled.”] < In the parifh of

* In Arnolds Effix barmony, (i7. g8.) he gives the infcr iption, as
@ catch for three voices; of his own compofition, thus
¢« My becr s ftouty, my ale 1s good,
Pray ftay and drink with Robin Hood;
1f Robin Hood abroad is gone,
Piay ltay aud drink with little John.”
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Halifax is an immenfe flone or rock, fuppofed to be a
druidical monument, there called Robin Hood’s penny=
SZone, which he is faid to have ufed to pitch with at a
mark for his amufement. There is likewife another of
thefe ftones, of feveral tons weight, which the country-
people will tell you he threw off an adjoining hill with a
{pade as he was digging. Every thing of the marvellous
kind being here attributed to Robin Hood, as it is in
Cornwall to K. Arthur,” (Watfons Hiffory of Halifas:,
Peags) ,
At Bitchover, fix miles fouth of Bakewell, and four
from Haddon, in Derbytfhire, among feveral fingular
groupes of rocks, are fome ftones called Robin Hoods
flride, being two of the higheft and moft remarkable,
'I'he people fay Robin Hood lived here.

(FF)—¢¢ having a feftival allotted to him, and folemn
games inftituted in honour of his memory, &'c.”] Thefe
games, which were of great antiquity, and different
kinds, appear to have been folemnized on the firft and
fucceeding days of May ; and to owe their original efta-
blifthment to the cultivation and improvement of the
manly exercife of archery, which was not, in former
times, prattifed merely for the fake of amufement,

¢« [ find,” fays Stow, ¢ that in the moneth of May,
the citizens of London, of all eftates, lightlie in every
parith, or fometimes two or three parifhes joyning toge-
ther, had their feverall mayinges, and did fetch in May-
poles, with divers avarlike Jhewes, with good archers,
morrice-dancers, and other devices for paftime all the day
long : and towards the evening they had ftage-playes and
bonefires in the ftreetes. « . . . . Thefe greate May-
inges and Maygames, made by the governors and maiters
of this citie, with the trinmphant fetting up of the greate
fhafte, (a principall Maypole in Cornhill, before the pa-
rith church of S. Andrew, therefore called Underfhafte)
by meane of an infurre&ion of youthes againit alianes on
Mayday, 1517, the ninth of Henry the eight, have nqt

&
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beene fo freely ufed as afore.”” (Sirvay of London,
- 1598. p.72:)

The difufe of thele anc:ent paﬁnnes, and the confe-
quent ‘¢ neglelt of archerie,” are thus pathetically lnment-
ed by Richard “m, s, in his Lox dom armll 7y, 1616

¢ How 51t that our Londnn hath iaid downe

This worthy praftife, which was once 'the's rowne

Of all her pattime, when ner Kodin Hood

Haa wont each ycare. whew May did cizd the wood.

With luftic greene, to lcad his yeng men cut,

Whof: brave demeanour, oft when they did fhoot,

Invited royall priuces from their courts,

Into the wilde woods to behold thcir {ports!

Who thought it then a manly fight and trim,

To {eea )outh of cleane competho lim, A defcription
Who, with a comely grace, 10 ins left hand ot one dlawm""
Holding bis bow, did take his ftedfait ftand, abow. 3
Setting his left leg fomewbhat foorth gefore,

His arrow with lus right hand nocking fure,

Not ftooping, nor yet {tanding ftreight upright,

Then, with his left hand little *bove his fight,

Stretching his arm out, with an cafie ftrength,

To draw an arrow of a yard in length.”*

The lines,

¢ Tnvited royall princes from their courts
Into the wild woods to behold their fports,”

may be reafonably fuppofed to allude to Henry VIII. who
appears to have been particalarly attached, as well to the
exercife of archery, as to the obfervance of May. Some
fhort time afier his coronation, fays Hall, he ‘¢ came to
We !minfter, with the quene, and all their traine : and
on a tyme being there, his grace, therles of Effex, W il-
fhire, and other noble menne, to the numbre of twelve,
came fodainly in a morayng into the quenes chambre, all
appareled in {hort cotes of Kentifh Kendal, with hodes on

* This defcription is finely illuftrated by an excellent wood cut
at the head of one of Anthony a2 Woods old ballads in the Alh=
moleian mufeum. The frontifpiece to Gervas Markhams Archerie,
16 .« is, Jikewife, 2 man drawing 2 bow.
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their heddes, and hofen of the fame, every one of them
his bowe and arrowes, and a fworde and a bucklar, like
outlawes, or ¢ Robyn’ Hodes men; wherof the quene,
the ladies, and al other there, were abathed, aiwell for
the ftraunge fight, as alfo for their fodain commyng : and
after certayn daunces and paftime made thei departed.’
(Hen. V1. fo. 6, b.) The fame author gives the
following curions account of ¢ A maiynge” in the 7th
year of this monarch (1516): ¢ The kyng & the quene,
accompanied with many lordes & ladies, roade to the
high grouude on Shoters-hil to take the open ayre, and
as they paffed by the way they efpied 2 company of tall
yomen, clothed all in grene, with grene whodes &
bowes & arrowes, to the number of 11.C. Then one of
them whiche called hymfelfe Rodyn Hood, came to the
kyng, defyring hym to fe his men fhote, & the kyng was
content. Then he whifteled, & all the 11.C. archers fhot
& lofed at once; & then he whifteled again, and they
likewyfe fhot agayne ; their arrowes whifteled by craft of
the head, fo that the noyes was ftraunge and great, and
muche pleafed the kyng, the quene, and all the compa-
ny. All thefe archers were of the kynges garde, and
had thus appareled themfelves to make folace to the
kynge. Then Robyn Hood defyred the kyng and quene
to come into the grene wood, and to fe how the outlawes
lyve. The kyng demaunded of the quene and her la-
dyes, if they durft adventure to go into the wood with {o
many outlawes, Then the quene faid, ifit pleafed hym,
fhe was content. Then the hornes blewe tyll they came
to the wood under Shoters-hill, and there was an arber
made of bowes, with a hal, and a great chamber, and an
inner chamber, very well made and covered with floures
and {fwete herbes, whiche the kyng muche praifed. Then
fayd Robyn Hood, Sir, outlawes brekefaites is venyfon,
and therefore you muft be content with fuch fare as we
ufe. Then the kyng-and quene fate doune, and were
ferved with venyfon and vyne by Robyn Hood and his
jpen, to their great contentacion. Then the kyng de-

g 2
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parted and his company, and Robyn Hood and his men
them conduiéted ; and as they were returnyng, there met
with them two ladyes in a ryche chariot drawen with v.
horfes, and every horfe had his name on his head, and
on every horfe {at a lady with her name written . . . .
and 1n the chayre fate the lady May, accompanied with
lady Flora, richely appareled; and they faluted the
kyng with diverfe goodly fonges, and fo brought hym to
Grenewyche. At this maiyng was a greate namber of
people to beholde, to their great folace and confort.”
(fo: 1yi, b.) e !

That this fort of May-games was not peculiar to Lon-
don, appears from a paffage in Richard Robinfons
¢ Third aflertion Englithe hiftoricall, frendly in favour
and furtherance of Englifh archery :”*

¢¢ And, heare becaufe of archery I do by penne explane

The ufe, the profet, and the praife, to England by the fame,
Myfelfe remembreth of a childe in contreye native mine, {1553)
A May-game wasof Roey~n Hoop,and of his trainethat time,{7.L 6.)
To traine up young men, {tripplings and, eche other younger childe,
In fhooting, yearely this with folempne feaft was by the guylde
Or brotherhood of townsmen done, with {port, with joy, and love,
To proffet which in prefent tyme, and afterward did prove.”

# See ¢ The auncient order focietie and unitie Jandable of prince
Arthure and his knightly armory of the round table . . . Tranflated
and colle@ted by R. R. London, Imprinted by John Wolfe
dwelling in Diftaffe-lane neere the figne of the Caitle. 1583
4to. b.1. It appears from this publication that on the revival of
London archery 1o queen Elizabeths time, “ the worfhipfull focyety
of archers,” inftead of calling themfelves after Robin Hood and his
companions, took the names of  the magnificent prince Arthurc and
his knightly traine of the round table.”” Tt is, probably, to one of
the annual meetings of this identical fociety, that mafter Shallow
alludes, in The fecond part of K. Henry 17. 1 remember,” fays
he, ¢¢ at Mile-end green, [theirufual place of, exercife,]—I was
then Sir Dagonet in Arthur's foew,” &e. (Seealfo Steevens’s Shak-

JSpeare, 1793. ix. 142.) The fucecflors of the above ¢ friendly and
frank fellowfhip’” affumed the ridiculous appellations of duke of
Shorediich, marquisof Clarkenwell, earl of Pancridge, &c. Sce
Woods Bowmans glory, 1682.
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The games of Robin Hood feem to have been occa~
fionally of a dramatic caft. Sir John Pafton, in the time
of K. Edward IV. complaining of the ingratitude of his
{ervants, mentions one who had promifed never to defert
him, ¢¢ and ther uppon,” fays he, < I have kepyd hym
thys iti yer to pleye feynt Forge, and Robyn Hod and the
Jhryt off Notyngham,* and now when I wolde have good
horle he is goon into Beray/dale, and I withowt a keeper.”

In fome old accounts of the church-wardens of Saint
Helens at Abingdon, Berks, for the year 1556, there 1s
an entry For fetring upRoBi1Ns HoopEs BowER 5 I fup-
pofe, fays Warton, for a parifh interlude.  (See Hj/r’or):

of Englifb poetry, iis 175.) +

* Meaning that his fole or chief employment had been in Chrift-
mas or May-games, Whitfun-ales, and (uch like idle diverfions. See
Original letters, &c. il. 134.

+ The precife purpole or meaning of ferring up Robin Hoods
bower has not been fatisfattorily afcertained. Mr. Hearne, in an
attempt to derive the name of ¢« The Chiltern country® (c1lzepn,
Saxon) from filex, a flint, bas the following words: ¢ Certe Silcef=
triam, &c. i e. Certainly Silchefter, in Hampthire, fignifies nothing
but the city of fints (that s, a city compofed or built qfﬂiﬂt—_/}o;zesj.
And what is more, in that very Chiltern country you may trequently
fee houfcs builtof flints, in ere&ing which, in ancienttimes, I fuppofe
that many perfons involved themf{eclves deeply in debt, and that, in
order to extricate themfelves, they took up money at intereft of I
know not what great men, which fo far difturbed their minds that
they would become thieves, and do many things in no wife agree-
able to the Englifh government. Hence, the nobility ordered that
large woods in the Chiltern country thould, in a great meafure, be
cut down, lefk they fhould conceal any confiderablebody of robbers,
who were wont to convert the fame into lurking places. It con-
cerns this matter to call to mind, that of this fort of robbers was
that Robin or Reberr Hood, of whom the vulgar dayly fing fo many
wonderlul things. He (being now made an outlaw) before he re-
tired into the norch parts, frequently robing in the Chiltern country,
lutked in the thickets thereof on purpofe that he fhould not be
taken. Thence it was, that to us boys, (exhilerating, according to
cultom, the wind with {ports) certain countrymen, with whom wg

o o
o 9
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In fome places thefe games were nothing more than 2
motris-dance, in which Robin -Hood, Little fobn, Maid
Marian, and frier Tuck were the principal perfonages ;
the others being a clown or fool, the hobby-horfe
(which appears, for fome reafon or other, to have been
frequently forgot,*) the taborer, and the dancers; who
were more or lefs numerous. Thus Warner :

¢« At Pafke began our morrife, and erc penticoft our May,
Tho Roben Hood, liell Fobn, frier Tacke, and Marian deftly playy
And lard and ladie gang till kirke with lads and laffes gay.”’+

Perhaps the cleareft idea of thefe laft-mentioned
games, about the beginning of the 16th centary, will be
derived from fome curious extra&s given by Mr. Ly-
fons, in his valuable work intitled ¢« The environs of
London,” (Vol. I. 1792. p. 226) from the contempora<

had accidentally fome converfation, fhewed us that fort of den or
vetreat (vulgarly called Robin Hoods bower ) in Maydenhead-
thicket : which thicket is the fame that Leland in his Itioerary,
called Frith, by which name the Anglo-Saxons themfelves fpoke of
thickets. For although ]:1'11’6 in reality fignifys peace, yet fince
numerous groves with them (as well as before with the Britons)
were deemed facred, itis by no meansto be wondered at that a
great wood (becaufe manifeftly an alylum) fhould in the judgment
of the Anglo-Saxons be called by no other name than ey :
and that Maydenhead-thicket was efteemed among the greater woods
Leland bimfelf is a witnefs. Rightly therefor did Robin Hood (as
p]u’S-ben‘a) reckon himfelf to abide there in fecurity. [Chro-
nicon de Dunflaple, p. 387.) What he means by ali this is, doubtr
lefs, fufficiently obfcure: the mere name, however, of Robir
Foods bower feems a very feeble authority for concluding that gal-
lant outlaw to have robed or fkulked in the Chiltern-hundieds.

* See Steevenses Shak/peare, 1793, X. 186.

+ Albions England, 1602, p. 121. It is part of the # Northerne
mans {peech againft the friers.” He adds:

¢ At Baptis-day with ale and cakes bout bonfires neighbours

ftood
At Martlc’maﬂ'e wa turnd a crabbe, thilke tolde of Robin Haed,

Till after long time myrke,"
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¥y accounts of the ¢ church-wardens of the parifh of
Kingfton upon Thames.” ' .
*¢ Robin Hood and May-game.

¢¢ 23 Hen. 7. To the menftorell upon May-dayo o 4
For paynting of the mores garments and

for farten gret leveres 57 Gy 2.4
For paynting of a bannar for RobinHodeo o 3
»—— For 2 M. & £ pynnys — o 010
For 4 plyts and % of laun for the mores
garments == == o 211
For orfeden 5% for the fame — © © 10
For a goun for the Jady —_— By 0l 18
—— For bellys for the dawnfars - o @ 12
24 Hen. 7. For little John’s cote — o NG BT
t Hen. 8. For filver paper for the mores
dawnfars — — Q3L 1%

For Kendall for Robyn Hode’s cote e A

¢ 57 The word livery was formerly ufed to fignify any thing
delivered; feethe Norcthumberland houfehold book, p. 60. If it
ever bore fuch an acceptation at that time, one might be induced

to {uppofe, from the following entries, that it here meant a badge,
or {omething of that kind ;

15 C. of leveres for Robin Hode

— — o 5 ©
For leveres, paper and fateyn — — — o o 20
For pynnes and leveres — — — — ok
For 13 C. of leverys — _— = — 0 4 4
For 24 great lyvereys — — = e o8y

We are told that formerly, in the celebration of May-games,
the youth divided themfelves into two troops, the one in winter
J/ivery, the other in the habit of the fpring, See Brands Popular
antquities, p. 261.”> This quetation 1s mulapplied. Liwveries, in
the prefent inftance, are picces of paper or fateyn with {fome device
thereon, which were diftributed among che f{peétators. So in a
paffage which will be fhortly quoted from Facke Drums entertain-
ment : ** Well faid, my boyes, I muit have my lords Ziwory : what
st ? Afuy-pole?” See alfo Do Quixote, part 2. chap. 22.

“ S8 Though it varies confiderably from that word, this may
be a corrupuion of orpiment. which was much in ufe for coleuring
the marris garments.”  How orfedex can be a corruption of srpfa
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—— For 3 yerds of white for the frere’s 52
cate — —_—

(0] Q
~—— For 4 yerds of kendall for mayde Ma- ;
rian’s ¢° huke ©* . oRh e
—— For faten of {ypers for the fame huke 6:" 056
= For 2 payre of glovys for Robin Hode
and mayde Maryan —_ O3
w=——— For 6 brode arovys o o 6

To mayde Maryan for her labour for
two years — — o

20D
—— To Fygge the taborer - o6 o
= Rec! fcr Robyn Hod’s gaderyng 4

marks ¢

ment is not very eafly to conceive: it may as well be fuppofed to
mean wor/led or buckram.

¢¢ 59 The friar’s coat was generally of ruffet, as it appears by
the following extraéts. . . > The coat of this mock frier would,
doubtlefs, be made of the fame ftuff as that of a real one.

¢ 60 Marian was the affumed name of the beloved miftrefs of
Robert earl of Huntingdon, whilft he was in a ftate of outlawry,
as Rebin Hood was his. See Mr Steeven’s note to a paflage in
Shakf{pere’s Henry 1V, This charalter in the morris dances was
generally reprefented by a boy. Sece Strut’s view of cuftoms and
manners, vol., iii. p. 150. It appears by one of the extraéts, given
above, that at Kingfton it was performed by a woman, who was
paid a (hilling each year for her trouble.”

¢ 61 Mr, Steevens fuggefts, with great probability, ¢ that this
word may have the fame meaning as bowwve or houwe, ufed by
Chaucer for a bead-drefs; maid Marian’s head-drefs was always
very fine: indeed fome perfons have derived her name from the
Italian word morione, a head-drefs.”” Mr. Steevens was never lels
happy than he is in this very probuble conjetture. The word
howwve or houve, in Chaucer, is a mere variation of hosd : and
maid Marians head-drefs meft, to be {ure, have been ¢ very fine”
when made of 4 yards of broad cloath! A buksisa womzns gown
or habit (Huke. palla, toga, pallium Belgicis feminis ufitatum.
Skin.) Morione, in Italian, fignifies a muriion or fcull.cap; and,
it muft be confefled, that they (if any there ever were) who thence
derived the proper name of Marian ( Mary } muft have been block-
heads of the firft water.

¢« 6% It appears that this, as well as other games, was made 2
parifh concern.”
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5 Hen. 8. Rec? for Rebin Hood’s gaderyng

at Croydon — — e 4
11 Hen. 8. Paid for three broad yerds of ro-

fett for makyng the frer’s cote o
=—— Shoes for the mores daunfars, the frere

and mayde Maryan at 7¢ a payre gl g
13 Hen. 8. Eight yerds of fuftyan for the

mores daunfars coats —_ o016 o
A dofyn of gold fkynnes for the morres ©3 o O 10
15 Hen. 8. Hire of hats for Robynhode o -0 16
——— Paid for the hat that was loft sl o 0 10

16 Hen. 8. Recd at the church-ale and Robyn.-
hode all things deducted o Fiah FoRiMe C
Paid for 6 yerds X of fatyn for Robyn

Hode’s cotys o — o12 O
——— For makyng the fame —_ G4 2o
—— For 3 ells of locram % — (G T <
21 Hen. 8. For fpunging and brufhing Ro-

bynhode’s cotys — 0oy 2
28 Hen. 8. Five hats and 4 porfes for the .

daunfars — — 6 o 4%
—— 4 yerds of cloth for the fole’s cote QG
——— 2 ells of worftede for mayde Maryans

kyrtle — —_— o/l 16y 8
—— For 6 payre of double follyd fhowne o 4 6
——— To the mynftrele — oio 8

To the fryer and the piper for to go to
Croydon — o 0.8

29 Hen. 8. Mem. Lefte in the keping of the

wardens nowe beinge.
A fryers cote of ruffet and a kyrtele of a worftyde welt-
yd with red cloth, a mowren’s ® cote of buckram, and
4 morres daunfars cotes of white fuftian fpangelyd and

¢ 63 Probably gilt leather, the pliability of which was parti-
cularly accommodated to the motion ot the dancers.”
¢ 64 A fort of coarfe linen.

¢ 65 Probably a Moor’s coat ; the word Morion is {ometimes
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two gryne faten cotes and a dyfardd’ ® cote of cotton
and 6 payre of garters with bells.”

Thele games appear to have been difcontinued at
Kingfton, as a parochial undertaking at leaft, after the
above PCxlOd ,as the induflrious enquuer found no further
entries relating to them.

In an old circular wood cut, preferved on the title of
a penny-hiftory, ( Adam Bell, &c.) printed at Newcafile
in 1772, 1s the apparent reprefentation of a morris-dance,
confiting of the following perfonages: 1. A bifhop.
2. Robin Hood. 3. The potter (or begger). 4. Little
John. 5. Frier Tuck. 6.Maid Maran. Figures z
and 4 are diftirguifhed by their bows, and dimrerent fize.
The frier holds out a crofs; and Marian has ﬂowmg
hair, and wears a fort of coronet. But the execution of
the whole is too rade to merit 1 COpYa

Some of the principal characiers of the Morris feem to
have gradua;ly difappeared, fo that at length it confifted
only of the danccrs, the )Aper, and the fool. In Mra
Tollets window we find neither Robin Hood nor Little
John, thougn Marian and tac fiier are there dlﬁmguxfhed
performers. But 1n the {cene of one, introduced in the
old play of Facke Drams cutertainment, firft printed in
1601, there is not the lzaft fymptom of any of the four.*
ss The taber and pipe fivike up a morrices A fhoute wvithin?
A lord, a lord, a lord, who !+

ufed to exprefsa Moor.—The morris dance is by fome fuppoled to
have been originally derived from Moorifh-dance. Black buckram
zppears to have been much ufed for rne drefl s of the ancicnt mum-
mers. Oneof the ﬁoures in Mr. Toliet’s window, is fuppoled to
be a moriico.”

% 66 Dyfard is an old word for a fool.”

* Nether is any notice taken of them, where the charalters of
the morris dance are mentioned, in Zhe two noble kinfmen, by
Shakfpeare and Fletcher.

+ Tbis was a ufual cry on occafions of mirth and jollity. - Thus,
in the celebration of St, Stephens day, in the inner-Temple hall, as
we find it defcribed in Dugdales Origines juridiciales : ¢ Supper
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Ed. Oh, a morrice is come, obferve our country {ports,
*Tis Whitlon tyde, and we muft frolick it

Enter the morrice.

The fong.
Skip it, and trip it, nimbly, nimblyy
Tickle it, tickle it lufiily, '
Strike up the taber, for the wenches favour,
Tickle it, tickle it luftily.
Let us be feen, on Hygate greene,

To dance for the honour of. Holloway.

Since we are come bither, let's [pare for no leather,

o dance for the honour of Holloway.

Ed. Well faid, my boyes, I muft have my lords livory : what
is’t? a maypole? Troth, ’twere a goad body for a courtiers im-
preza, if it had but this life, Fruftra florefeit. Hold coufin, hold.

He gives the fool money.

Foole, Thankes, coufin, when the lord my tathers audit comes,
wee’l repay you againe. Your benevolence too, fir.

Mam. What! a lords fonne become a begger !

Foole. Why not? when beggers are become lords fons.
Come, ’tis but a trifle.

Mam. Oh, {ir, many a {mall make a great.

Foole. No, fir, a few great make a many [mall. Come, my
lords, poore and neede hath no law.

S. Ed. Nor neceflitic no right. Drum, downe with them into
the celler. Relt content, reft content ; one bout more, and them
awav.

"Foole. ¢ Spoke® like a true heart: I kiffe thy foot, fweet
knight. Tbe morrice fing and dance and exeunt.”

Much curious matter on the fubjeét of the morriss
dance is to be found in ““ Mr. Tollet’s opinion concerning
the morris-dancers upon his window.” (See Steevens’s
Shakfpeare, v. 425. (edition, 1778) or viil. 596. (edi-
tion, 1793). See alfo Mr. Waldrons notes upon the
Sad [bepherd, 1783, p. 255. Morris-dancers are faid to be

ended, the conftable-marfhall ¢ prefenteth’ himfelf with drumsafote
him, mounted upon a f{caffold, born by four men; and goeth threc
times round about the harthe, crying out aloud, 4 /lord, a lord, &c.
Then he delcendeth and goeth te dance, &c.” (p. 156.)
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yet annually feen in Norfolk,* and make their conftant
appearance in Lancathire.+

In Scotland, <« 7he game of Robin Hood was celebrated
in the month of May. The populace affembled previous
to the celebration of this feftival, and chole fome refpe-
able § member of the corporation to officiate in the cha-
racter of Robin Hood; and another in that of Little Fobn
his fquire. Upon the day appointed, which was a Sun-
day or holyday, the people affembled in military array,
and went to fome adjoining field, where, either as actors
or {peitators, the whole inhabitants of the refpc&xve towns
were convened. In this field they probably amufed
themfelves with a reprefentation of Robin Hood’s preda-
tory exploits, or of his encounters with the officers of juf-
tice [rather, perhaps, in feats of archery or milirary ex-
erciles].

¢ As numerous meetings for diforderly mirth are apt
to engender tomult, when the minds of the people came
to be agitated with religious controverfy, it was found
meceﬂdry to reprefs the game § of Robin Hood by public

* This county would ferm to have been famous for their cxer-
tions a couple of centuries ago. Wiil Kemp the player was a
eelebrated morris dancer ; and in the Bodleian library is the fol-
Jowing fcarce and cuvious treét by him : ¢¢ Kemps nine daies won-
der peiformed 1n a daunce from London to Norwich. Containing
the pleafure; paines 2nd kind entertainment of William Kcmp be-
tween London and that city in his late morrice.  Wherein 1s fome-
what fer downe worth note; to reproove the flaunders fpred of
him, wany things merry, no\hm hurtfull.  Written by himnfeif to
fatisfie his frien ds Bt md'm, mmt\d by E. A. for Nicholas Ling.
1600. 4to. b. L. Onthetitle-page is 2 wooden-cut-figure of Kr-mp
#s a morris dancer, preceded by a fellow with a pipe and drum,
whom he, in the book calls Thomas Slye his taberer.—See, in
Richard Brathwaytes Remains after death, 1618, fome lines ¢ upon
Kempe and his morice with his ¢ pitaph 22

+ % On Monday [ July 3o the morris-dancers of Pendleton pald
their 4rnual vifit in ba.tmd They wereadorned with 2]l the \mu(y
of colours that a profufion of ribbons could give them, and had a
very fhowy garland.”  Strar, Aug. 9. 1792.

1 ¢« Council regiiter, v. 2. p. 3o.”

& ¢ Mayy, parhament 6. ¢ 61, A, D. 1555.”" ¢ Ancntis Robere
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ftatute. The populace were by no means willing to re- .
linquith their favourite amufement.  Year after year the
magiftrates of Edinburgh were obliged to exert their
authority * in reprefling this game; often ineffe(tually.
In the year 1561, the mob were fo enraged at being dif-
appointed in making @ Robin Hood, that they rofe in mu-
tiny, feized on the city-gates, committed robberies upon
ftrangers ; and one of the ringleaders being condemned
by the magiftrates to be hanged, the mob forced open the
jail, fet at liberty the criminal and all the prifoners, and
broke in pieces the gibbet erected at the crofs for exe-
cuting the malefactor. "They next aflauited the magif-
trates, who were 4 fitting in the council-chamber, and
who fled to the tolbocth for fhelter, where the mob at-
tacked them, battering the doors, and pouring ftones
thro’ the windows. Application was made to the dea-
cons of the corporations to appeafe the tumult. Re-
maining, however, unconcerned {pectators, they made
this anfwer : ¢¢ They will be magiftrates alone; let them
rule the people alone.” The magiftrates were kept in
confinement till they made proclamation be publithed,

Hude, and abbot of Unreafon, Irem, It is ftatute and ordained, that
in all times cumming, na maner of perfon be chofen Robert Hude,
nor Little Jobn, abbot of unreafon, queenis of Maij, nor utherwife,
nouther in burgh, nor to landwart, in onie time to cum: and git
ony proveit, baillies, councell, and communitie, chufe fik ane per-
fonage as Robert Hude, Litile Fobn, abbotis of unreafon, or queenisof
Maij, within burgh, the coufars of fik fall tine their freedome for
the {pace of five zeires ; and utherwife falbe punifhed at the queenis
grace will ; and the acceptar of ik like office fall be banifhed foorth
of the realme: and gif ony fik perfones. ... beis chofen out-with
burgh, and uthers landward townes, the chufers fali pay to our fo-
veraine ladie ten poundes, and their perfones (be] put in waird there
to remaine during the queenis grace pleafure.” Abbot of unreaforn
is the charaéter better known in England by the title ot abbor or
lord of mifrule, ¢ who,” fays Percy, ¢ in the houfes of our nobi-
lity prefided over the Chriftmas gambols, and promoted mirth and
jolity at that feftive feafon.” Northumberland houfehold book,
{notes,) p. 441.

* & Council regifter, v. 4.p- 4. 30, ¢ Knox’s hiltory, p. 270,%
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offering indemnity to the rioters upon laying down their
arms. Still, however, fo late as the year 1592, we find
the general affembly complaining of the profanation of
the {abbath, by making * of Raebin Haod plays.”> (Arnots
Hiftory of Edinbyrgh, p. 77.)

Notwithftanding the above reprefentation, it is cer-
tain that thefe amufements were confiderably upon the
decline before the year y568. This appears from a
poem by Alexander Scot, preferved in the Hyndford
MS. (in the advocates library, compiled and written in
that identical year,) and inaccurately printed in Zhe
ever-green: :

¢ In May quhen men zeid everichone
With Robene Hoid and Littill Ffohne,
To bring in bowis and birkin bobbynis;
Now all fic game is faftlingis gone,

Bot gif it be amangis cloyin Robbynis.”

(GG)— His bow, and one of his arrows, his chair,
his cap, and one of his flippers were preferved till within
the prefent century.”] < We omitted,” {ays Ray, ¢ the
fight of Fountain’s abbey, where Robin Hood’s 50w 1is
kept,” (Itincraries, 1760. p. 1601.)

«« Having pleafed ourfelves with the antiquities of
¢ Notingham,” we took horfe and went to vifit the aveld
and ancient cHa1r of Robin Hood, which is not far from
hence, within the foreft of Sherwood, Being placed in
the caAair, we had a cap, which they fay was his,
very formally put upon our heads, and having performed
the ufual ceremonies befitting fo great a folemnity, we
receiv’d the freedom of the chair, and were incorporated
into the fociety of that renowned brotherhood.” (Bromes
Travels over England, &c. 1700, p. 85.)

« On one fide of this foreft [ /zz. of Sherwood] towards
Nottingham,” fays the author of ¢ The travels of Tom
Thumb over England and Wales,” (i. e. Robert Dod-

% « Book of univerfal kirk, p. 414.” Sce allo Keiths Hiffory of
Scotland, p. 216. :
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fley,) I was fhewna cHAIR,a BOow, and arroO Wy
all faid to have been his [Robin Hoods] property.’
(p- 82.)

« ] was pleafed with a sLipPER, belonging to the
famous Robin Hoed, fhewn me, fifty years aco, at S¢.
Anns well, near Nottingham, a place upon the borders of
Sherwood foreft, to which he reiorted.” ( Fourney from
Birminghbam to London, by W. Hutton. Bir. 1785,

P- 174)

(HH)—=¢ not only places which afforded him fecurity
or amufement, but even the well at wnich he quemhed
his thirft, ftill retain his name.”] Robiu-Hoods-buy is both
a bay and a village, on the coaft of Yorkfhire, between
Whitby and Scarborough. It is mentioned by Leland
as ¢ a fifcaer tounlet of 20. bootes caullid Ro;yn Huddes
éay, a dok or bofom of a mile yn length.” (Ztinerary,
13063 )i 4 <. W¥ihen. his, robberies,’? fiys malfter Charlton,
¢¢ became fo numerous, and the outcries agamﬁ him fo
loud, as almoft to alarm the whole nation, parties of fol-
'diers were {ent down from London to apprenhend him :
and then it was, that fearing for his fafety, he found it
neceffary to defert his ufual haunts and, retreating north.
ward, to crofs the moors that ﬂ."munded Whitby, [one
fide whereof happens, a littlc unfortunately, to lye open
to the fea. ] where, gaining the fea-coalt, be always had
1n readinefs near at hand fome [mall ﬁ[hmg veilels, to
which he could have refuge, if he found himfelf purfued;
for in thefe, putting off to fea, he looked upon himfelf as
quite fecure, and held the whole power of the Englith na-
tion at defiance. ' I'he chief place of his refort at thefe
times, where his boats were generally laid up, was about
fix miles from Whitby, to which he communicated his
name, and which is fhill called Robin Hoods bay. There
he frequeniy went a fihing in the fummer feafon,
even when no enemy appeared to annoy him, and not
far from that place he had butts or marks fet ap, where
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he ufed to exercife his men in fhooting with the long-
bow.”*

Near Gloucefter is ¢¢ a famous hill,”” called ¢ Robdiz
Hoods hill;” concerning which there is a very foolifh
modern fong. Another hill of the fame name exifts in the
neighbourhood of Caftleton, Derbythire.

«¢ Qver a {pring call’d Roeiv Hoops weLL, (30r
4 miles [on] this fide 7. e. north] of Doncafter, and but
a quarter of a mile only from z towns call’d Skelbrough
and Bourwallis) 1s a very handfome ftone arch, ereéted
by the lord Carlifle, where paflengers from the coach
fiequently drink of the fair water, and give their charity

“to two people who attend there.” (Gents Hiffory of
3 ork. York, 1730, p. 234.}+

* Hiftory of Whitbhy. York, 1779, p. 146. ¢ It was always be-
lieved,” adds the worthy pedagogue, ¢ that thefe butts had been
ercéted by him for that very purpofe, till the year 1771, when this
popular notion was difcovered to be a miftake ; they being no more
than the barrows or tumzli thrown up by our pagan predeceflors
on interring their leaders or the other perfons of diftinétion amongit
them. However, notwithltanding this difcovery, there is no doubt
but Robin Hood made ufe of thofe houes or butts when he was
difpofed to exercife his men, and wanted to train them up in hitting
a mark.” Be that as it may, there are a few hillocks of a fimilar
nature not far from.Guifbrough, which likewife bear the name of
Robin Hoods buts; and others, it is imagined, may be met with in
other parts.

#+ Epigram on Robin Heods well, ¢ a fine {pring on the road,

ornamented by fir John Vanbrugh;’> By Roger Gale, efg,
( Bib. Topo. Britan. N°. I1. part 1I1. p. 427.)

“« Nympha fui quondam latronibus hofpita [ylve
Hew nimium fociis nota, Robine, tuis.

Me pudet innocuos latices fudiffe [celeflis,
_“f.imyue viatori pocula tuta fero,

En pietatis honos! Comes hanc mihi Carliolenfis
Adem facravit qua bibis, hofpes, aquas.”

The fame author (Gent), in his ¢“ long and pathetick prologue,*
fetting forth ¢ the contingencies, viciflitudes or changes of this tran-
fitory life,” ¢ {poken, for the moft part, on Wednefday and Friday
on the 18th and 2oth of February, 1761, at the dcep tragedy aof
beautiful, eloquent, tender-hearted, but untortunate Jane Shore,
« « » « vitered and performed at bis bencfit” ., , . (being then



NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS, CXIi

Though there is no attendance at prefent, nor is the
water altogether {0 fa/7 as it might and fhould be, the
cafe was otherwife in the days of honeft Barnaby.

¢ Pent Doncafer, &ec.
Nefeir fitus artem mods,
Puteum Roberti Hood?
Veni, & liguente vena
Vinéto* catino catena,
Tollens fitim, parcum odi,
Solvens obolum cufodi.

¢ Thence to Doncafter, &c.

Thirfk knows neither mean nor meafure
Robin Hood’s wwell was my treafure

Ina + common difh enchained,

I my furious thirft reftrained :

And becaufe I drank the deeper,

1 paid two farthings to the keeper.”

atatls 70, and far declined into the vale of forrow,* has very arts
fully contrived to introduce our hero and his famous well.

Nor heard the goddefles in merry mood,
At their choice viands fing bold Robin Hood ++
Whole tomb at Kirkleys nuunery difplay’d, }

¢ The concave-hall, “mongft fources never vicw’d,}

A falfe, hard-hearted, irreligious maid,

Who bled, and to cold death that earl betray’d.
But fame {till lafts, while conntry folks difplay
His limpid fountain, and loud-furging bay.”

* & Viventes vene, [pinee, catinufqxe catene,
Sunt Robin Hoodi xota trophza fui.”

+ ¢ A well, thorn, difh, hung in an iron chain,

For monuments of Robin Hood remain.”

* He dyed in 1478, aged 87.

+ ¢ Omnes agnovere deam; letique receptant
Alceum mufe comitem, ponuntur Igcehi
Crateres ; Hawveatque feyphis Cerealia vinas
Accedunt vultus hilares; feftique lepores,

Et jocus, et vifus : dulci teffudine Naias

Pulehra modss variat Jurtifgue infignis et ares
Hodi latronis, fluvios bene nota per iffos,
Ludicra gefla caeni ; refonant laquearia plaufu.’

h
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He mentions it again:

¢ Nunc longinguos locos odi,
Zale fons Roberti Hoodi.

¢ Now I hate all foreign places
Robin Hoods well, and his chaces.”’

A different well, facred either to Robin Hood, or td
St. Ann, has been already mentioned.

(IT)—¢¢ confered as an honorable diftinétion upon
the prime minifter to the king of Madagafcar.”] The
natives of this iland, who have dealings with our people,
pride themfelves, it feems, in Englith names, which are
beftowed upon them at the difcretion or caprice of the
failers : and thus a venerable minifter of ftate, who fhould
have been called fir Robert Walpole or cardinal Fleury,
acquired the name of Robin Hood. Mr. Ives, by whom
he is frequently mentioned, relates the following anecdote ;

¢ The reader will excufe my giving him another in<
ftance . . . which ftill more ftrikingly difplays the extreme
fenfibility of thefe iflanders, in refpeét to their kings
dignity. RoBin Hoop (who feemed to act as prime mi-
nifier, and negotiated moft of the king’s concerns with
our agent-victualler) was one day tranfating bufinefs
with another gentleman of the {quadron, and they hap-
pened to differ fo much about the value of a certain com-
modity, that high words arofe, and at length Robin Hood
in the greateft agitation ftarted from the ground where
he was fitting, and fwore that he would immediately ac-
quaint the king of Baba with what had paffed. Our En-
glith gentleman, too much heated with this threat, and
the violent altercation which had preceded it, unguard-
edly replied, ¢ D—n the king of Baba.”—The -eyes of
Robin Hood flathed like lightning, and in the moft violent
wrath he retorted, ¢ D—n king George.” At the fame
inftant he left the fpot, hurrying away towards the Ma-
dagafcarian cottages. Our countryman was foon firuck
with the impropriety of his behaviour, followed and overs
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took the difputant, and having made all proper concef
fions, the affair was happily terminated.”*

(JJ) ¢ After his death his company was difperfed.”]
They, and their fucceffors, difciples or followers, are fup-
pofed to have been afterward diftinguifhed, from the
name of their gallant leader, by the title of Roberd/inen.
Lord Coke, who is fomewhat fingular in accufing him of
living ¢¢ by robbery, burning of houfes, felony, wafte and
fpoil, and principally by and with vagabonds, idle wan-
derers, night-walkers, and draw-latches,” fays that < al-
beit he lived in Yorkfhire, yet men of his quality took
their denomination of him, and were called Roberdfimen
throughout all England. Again{t thefe men,” continues
he, ¢ was the ftatute of Winchefter made in 13 E. 1.
[c. 14.] for preventing of robbery, murders, burning
of houfes,&c.; Alfo the flatuteiof 5. E. ‘3. [c.ix4:]
which ¢ recites’ the ftatute of Winchefter, and that there
had been divers manflaughters, felonies, and robberies
done in times paft, by people that be called Roberd/men,
wafters and draw-latches; and remedy [is] provided by
that a&t for the arrefting of them: At the parliament
holden 5o E. 3.”” he adds, ‘¢ it was petitioned to the
king that ribauds and fturdy beggars might be banithed
out of every town. The an{wer of the king in parlia-
ment was, touching ribauds : The ftatute of Winchefter
and the declaration of the fame with other ftatutes of Ro~
berdfmen, and for fuch as make themfelves gentlemen,
and men of armes, and archers, if they cannct fo prove
theirfelves, let them be driven to their occupation or fer-
vice, or to the place from whence they came.” He like-
wife notices the ftatute of 7 R. 2. [c. 5.] by which it is
provided ¢ that the ftatutes of roberd/men and draw-
latches, be firmly holden and kept:” (3 Zzf. 197.)

¥ Voyage from England to India. 1773, p.8. In a fubfequent
page, this great man is employed ina commerce af a more delicate,
:ndeed, but, according to European notions, lefs honorable na-
ture, which he manages with confummate addrefs,

hila
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- Thefe Roberdfinen are mentioned in chrcc the plongh=
swans crede, written about 1400 :

¢ And right as Robartefmen raken aboute.”*

Mr. Warton, who had once thought that the friers Ro-
evtines were here meant, obferves that ¢¢ the expreffion
of Robin hoodes men, in bithop Latimers fermon, [ fzpra,
e XCV, ] 1s not without an allufion to the bad fenfe of Ro-
berdfimen.”? (H. E. P.ii. additions, fig..d. 4.) It does
not, noweV“r, appear that the latter word has been ever
ufed 1n.a good one ; nor is there, after all, fufficient ground

for conc udmg that thefe people were fo named after
.ﬁ()oﬂz Z‘

(KK)—-< the honour ef little Johns death and burial
is contended for by rival nations.”] I. By England..
At the village of Hatherfage, about 6-miles from Caf-
tlet qd, in qu)..me, is Little Johns grave. A few
years ago fome curious perfon caufed it to be opened,
: ere were found {everal bones of an uncommon fize
which he preferved ; but, meeting afterward with many
m J}M\yac idents, he carcfully rcp.aced them; partly at the
1 nte reeffion of the fexton, who had taken them up for

im, and who had in like manner been vifited with misfor-
anes : upon reftoring the bones all thefe troubles ceafed..
uch is the uadition at Cafleton. E. Hargrove, 1n
his < Anecdotes of archery,” York, 1792, aflerts, that
¢ the grave 1s diftinguithed oy a l.nrg° ftone placed at
the hf.ud, and another at the feet; on each of which are
s romaiseief she lettsr din (p. 26.)+ 1I. By
Scotland. ¢ In Murray land” according to that moft

=

p'.} = '37

o

They likewife feerh alluded to in the #ifien, fo. 1, b,
« And ryfc wyth ribaudy as Rebertes knaves.”

+ ¢ On a Joofe paper, in Mr. Afamolc’s hand writing, in the

mufeum at Oxford, is tic following little anecdote :
¢¢ The famous Little John \l\oum Hood’s companion) lyes bu-
ried In } therfedge chur (_h yard, in the peak of Derbyfhire, one

at his head, another at his feet, and part of his bow hangs up.
(& 4 Al .«1./]’ 2 ‘60) = Jl, LLA.ZS__}.”
v/ ' ‘_' {)9\)

European magazinz,
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veracious hiftorian, maifter He&or Boece, ¢ is the kirke
of Pette, quhare the banis of lytill Johne remanis in
gret admiratioun of pepill. He hes bene fourtene fut of
hycht with {quare membris effering thairto. Vi. zeris,”
continues he, < afore the cumyng of this werk to lycht
we {aw his hanche-bane, als mekill as the haill bane of
ane man: for we {chot our arme in the mouth thairofs
Be quhilk apperis how firang and fquare pepill grew in
our regioun afore thay were effeminat with laft and in-
temperance of mouth.”’* Ill. By Ireland. ¢ 'There
ftandeth,” as Stanihurft relates, ‘¢ in Oftmantowne
greene an hillocke, named little John his fhot. The
occafion,” he fays, ¢¢ proceeded of this.

¢ In the yeere onc thoufand one hundred foure fcore
and nine, there ranged three robbers and outlaws n
England, amoeng which Robert Hood and little John
weere cheefeteins, of all theeves doubtlefle the moft
courteous. Robert Hood being betrayed at a nunrie im
Scotland called Bricklies, the remnant of the crue was
{fcattered, and everie man forced to fhift for himfelfe.
Whereupon little John was faine to flee the realme by
failing into Ireland, where he {ojornied for a few daies
at Dublin. The citizens being doone to underftand the
wandering outcaft to be an excellent archer, requefted
him hartilie to trie how far he could fhoot at randon;
who yeelding to their beheft, ffood on the bridge of
Dablin, and fhot to that mole hill, leaving behind him
a monament, rather by his pofteritie to be woondered,
than pofiiblie by anie man living to be counterfcored.
But as the repaire of fo notorious a champion to anie
countrie would feone publithed, fo his abode could not
be long concealed : and therefore to efchew the danger

* FHifforie cf Scotland, tranflatit be maifler Fobne Bellenderny
Edin. 1541. fo. The luxury of his countrymen will appeara {trange
complaint, in the mouth of a Scotifhman of the 16th century, to
fuch as believe, with the Jate Dr. Johnfon, that they learned tor
plant kail from Cromwells foldiers, and that ¢ when they had
not kail they probably had nothing.”” (Fourney to the Weflesz
iflands, p. 55.) See allo Boises original work.
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of [the] lawes, he fled into Scotland, where he died a¢
a towne or village called Moravie.””* Thus Stanihurft,
who is quoted by Dr. Hanmer in his Chronicle of Ire-
land, p. 179. “but Mr. Walker, after obferving that
¢ poor Little John’s great pra&ical fkill in archery
could not fave him from an ignominious fate,” fays,
*¢ it appeared, from fome records in the Southwell
family, that he was publicly executed for robbery on
Arbor-hill, Dublin,”$

(LL)—< fome of his defcendants, of the name of
Nailor, &c.”]  See the preface to the Hiffory of George
# Green.  As {furnames were by no means in general ufe
at the clofe of the twelfth century, Little John may have
obtained that of Nailor from his original profeflion.

(‘¢ Ye boafted worthies of the knuckle,
To Maggs and to the Nailor truckle.”)

But bowever this, or the fa& itfelf may be, a bow, faid
to have belonged to Little John, with the name of Nayls
upon 1it, is now, as the editor is informed, in the pof-
fefiion of a gentleman in the weft riding of Yorkfhire.
'The quotation about awbesffones is from the Sloan MS.
Thofe, indeed, who recollet the equivocal meaning of
the word may think that this produ&ion has not been
altogether confined to the grave of Little John.

* Defeription of Ireland, in Holinsheds chronicle, 1587.

+ Hifforical € ay, &c. p.12g. This allegation demands what
the lawyers call a profert in curiam. 1t is, however, certain that
there have been perfons who ufurped the name of Lirtle Fobn.
In the year 1502, *“ about mydfomer, was taken a felow whyche
had renued many of Robyn Hodes pagentes, which named hym-
felfe Grenelef.”  (Fabyans chronicle, 1559.) Therefor, beware of
sounterfeits !}

THE END OF THE LIFE, &c.
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i
A LYTELL GESTE OF ROBYN HODE.

This ancient legend is printed from the copy of an edition,
in gto. and black letter, by Wynken de Worde, preferved in
the public library at Cambridge; compared with, and, in
Some places, correcied by, another impreffion (apparcntly from
the former), Lkewife in 4to. and black letter, by William
Copland 5 a copy of which (s among the late mr. Garricks
old plays, now in the Britifh Mufeum. The full title of the
Jirft edition is as follows: ¢ Here beginneth a mery geffe of
Robyn Hode and his meyne, and of the proude jbcisfe of

Yoxy 'k A



2 A LW R GBS TE

Notyngham;? and the printers colophon runs thus: ¢ Eue
plycit.  Kynge Edwarde and Robyn hode & Lytell fobzm
Enprented at London in Flete Srete at the [ygne of the fone
By Wynken de Worde”> o Coplands edition is added “ a
newe playe for to be played in Maye games very plefaunte
and full of pafiyme s awbich avill be found at large in ano-
ther place. No other copy of either edition is known to be
extant; buty by the favour of the reverend dr. Farmer,
the editor bath in bis hands a few leaves of an old 4to.
Black letter impreffion, judged by its late worthy poffefjor,
than whom no one can decide in thefe matters with more
certainty, to be of Raftalls printing, and older, by fome
years, than the above edition of Wynken de Werdey, awbich
get, though without date, we may fafely place as high as
the year 1520, Among the fame gentlemans numerous lite~
rary curiofitics is likeavife another edition, *¢ printed,” afier
Coplands, ‘* for Edward White,” (4to. black letter, ne
date, but entered in the Stationers books 13 May, 1594)
avhich, as well as the above fragment, bath been collated,
and every wariation worthy of notice cither adopted or
remarked in the margine  The only defertion from all the
copies (except in neceffary correilions) is the divifion of
Slanzas, the indenting of the lines, the addition of points,
the difufe of abbreviations, and the occafional introduition
or rcjection of a capital letter 5 liberties, if they may be
So called, which bawe been taken with moft of the other

poems in this colieclion.

I T HE and lyften, gentylmen,
That be of frebore blode;
I fhall you tell of a good yeman,
His name was Robyn Hode.
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Robyn was a proude outlawe,
Whyles he walked on grounde,

So curteyfe an outlawe as he was one
Was never none y founde.

Robyn ftode in Bernyfdale,

And lened hym to a tree, | 10
And by hym ftode Lytell Johah,

A good yeman was he;

And alfo dyde good Scathelock,
And Much the millers fone;

There was no ynche of his body, 15
Butit was worthe a grome.

‘T'han be {pake hym Lytell Johan
All unto Robyn Hode,
Mayfter, yf ye wolde dyne betyme;
It wolde do you moch good. 23

Then befpake good Robyn,
To dyne I have no luft,
Tyll I have fome bolde baron,
Or {fome unketh geft,
That may paye for the beft; 25
Or fome knyght or fome {quyere
‘That dwelleth here by weft.
V.5, The irregularity or defe& of the werfification, in this and
Similar paffages, is probably owing to the lofs of & line.
A2
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A good maner than had Robyn,
In londe where that he were,

Every daye or he woulde dyne
Thre mefles wolde he here:

The one in the worfhyp of the fader,
The other of the holy goot,

The thyrde was of our dere lady,
That he loved of all other mofte.

Robyn loved our dere lady,
For doute of dedely fynne ;
Wolde he never do company harme
That ony woman was ynne.

Mayfter, than fayd Lytell Johan,
And we our borde fhall fprede,

Tell us whether we fhall gone,
And what lyfe we fhall lede;

Where we fhall take, where we fhall leve,
Where we fhall abide behynde,

Where we fhall robbe, where we fhall reve,
Where we fhall bete and bynde.

Ther of no fors, fayd Robyn,
We fhall do well ynough;

Bat loke ye do no houfbonde harme
That tylleth with his plough;

30
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- No more ye fhall no good yemin,
That walketh by grene wode fhawe,

‘Ne no knyght ne no {quyer, :
That wolde be a good felawe. 55

Thefc bysthoppes, and thyfe archebysfhoppes,
Ye fhall them bete and bynde ;

The hye theryfe of Notynghame,
Hym holde in your mynde,

This worde fhall be holde, fayd Lytyll Johan, 60
And this leflon fhall we lere ;

It is ferre dayes, god fende us a geft,
That we were at our dynere. ;

Take thy good bowe in thy hande, faid Robyn,
Let Moche wende with the, 65

And fo fhall Wyllyam Scathelocke,
And no man abyde with me.

And walke up to the Sayles,
And fo to Watlynge firete, *

And wayte after fome unketh geft, 70
Up chaunce ye mowe them mete.

® Tbis feems to have been, and, in many parts, is fiill the name

generally ufed by the vulgar for ERMING-STREET. The courfe of
the real Watling-fireet was from Dover to Chefler.

The SAYLES appears to be [fome place in the neighbourbood of
Barnfdale, but no mention of it bas elfewbere occurred; though, it
is believed, there is a field fo called net fay from Doncafiers

As



AL YGIVESE TG IE ST E

Be he erle or ony bardn,
Abbot or ony knyght,

Brynge hym to lodge to me,
Hys dyner fhall be dyght.

They wente unto the Sayles,
Thefe yemen all thre,

They loked eft, they loked weft,
They myght no man fee.

But as they loked in Barnyfdale,
By a derne ftrete,

Then came there a knyght rydynge,
Full fone they gan hym mete.

All dreri then was his femblaunte,
And lytell was hys pryde,

Hys one fote in the fterope ftode,
That other waved befyde.

Hys hode hangynge over hys eyen two,

He rode in fymple a ray ;
A foryer man than he was one
Rode never in fomers day.

Lytell Johan was curteyfe,
And fet hym on his kne :
Welcome be ye, gentyll knyght,
Welcome are you to me,

V. 84. all his, PCC,
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Welcome be thou to grene wood,
Hende knyght and fre;

My mayfter hath a byden you faftynge,
Syr, all thefe oures thre.

Who is your mayfter ? fayd the knyght. 100
Johan fayde, Robyn Hode. ;
He is a good yeman, fayd the knyght,
Of hym I have herde moch good.

I graunte, he fayd, with you to wende,

My brethren all in fere ; 10§
My purpofe was to have deyned to day

At Blythe or Dankaftere.

Forthe than went this gentyll knyght,
With a carefull chere,

The teres out of his eyen ran, 110
And fell downe by his lere.

They brought hym unto the lodge dore,
When Robyn gan hym fe,
Full curteysly dyde of his hode,
And fet hym on his kne. 112

Welcome, fyr knyght, then faid Robyn,
Welcome thou arte to me,
I haue abyde you faftynge, fyr,
All thefe houres thre.
¥. 105. SoR. [Raftall.] all thre. #. C. [de Worde axd
Copland.] V. 108. this. R. that. #. C, V. 111. ere, R,
A4
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Then anfwered the gentyll knyght, 12@
With wordes fayre and fre,

God the fave, good Robyn,
And all thy fayre meync.

They wasthed togyder and wyped bothe,

And fet tyll theyr dynere; 125
Brede and wyne they had ynough,

And nombles of the dere ;

Swannes and fefauntes they had full goed,
And foules of the revere; ‘

There fayled never fo lytell a byrde, 130
That ever was bred on brere.

Do gladly, fyr knyght, fayd Robyn.
Gramercy, {yr, fayd he,
Suche a dyner had I not
Of all thefe wekes thre : 1

pVR
N

If I come agayne, Robyn,
Here by this countre,

As good a dyner I fhall the make,
As thou haft made to me.

Gramercy, knyght, fayd Robyn, 148
My dyner whan | have, :

1 was never fo gredy, by dere worthy god,
My dyner for to crave.
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But pay or ye wende, flayd Robyn,

Me thynketh it is good ryght 145
It was never the maner, by dere worthy god,

A yeman to pay for a knyght. -

I have nought in my cofers, fayd the knyght,
That I may profer for fhame.

Lytell Johan, go loke, fayd Robyn, 159
Ne let not for no blame.

Tell me trouth, fayd Robyn,
So god have parte of the.

I have no more but ten fhillings, {fayd the knyght,
So god have parte of me. 155

Y f thou have no more, fayd Robyn,
I wyll not one peny ;

And yf thou have nede of ony more,
More fhall I len the.

Go now forth, Lytell Johan, 160
The trouthe tell thou me,

Yf there be no more but ten fhillings,
Not one peny that I fe.

Lytell Johan {pred downe his mantell

Full fayre upon the grounde, 165
And there he founde in the knyghtes cofer

But even halfe a pounde.

V. 147. to pay. R. pay. #.C. ¥. 150, Robyn. R. Robyn
Hoode. #. C
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Lytyll Johan let it lye full fyll,
And went to his mayfter full lowe.

What tydynge Johan? fayd Robyn.

¢ Syr, the knyght is trewe inough.”

Fyli of the beft wyne, fayd Robyn,
The knyght fhall begynne ;
Moch wonder thynketh me
Thy clothynge is {o thynne.

Tell me one worde, fayd Robyn,
And counfell fhall it be ;

I trowe thou were made a knyght of forfe,
Or-elles of yemanry ;

Or elles thou haft ben a fory houfband,
And leved in ftroke and ftryfe;

An okerer, or elles a lechoure, fayd Robyn,
With wronge haft thou lede thy Iyfe.

I am none of them, {ayd the knyght,
By god that made me;

An hondreth wynter here before,
Myne aunfetters knyghtes have be.

But ofte it hath befal, Robyn,
A man hath be dyfgrate ;

Bat god that {yteth in heven above
May amend his ftate.
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Within two or thre yere, Robyn, he fayd,
My neyghbores well it ¢ kende,’
Foure hondreth pounde of good money
Full wel than myght I {fpende. 195

Now have I no good, fayd the knyght,
But my chyldren and my wyfe ;
God hath fhapen fuch an ende,
Tyll god ¢ may amende my lyfe.’

In what maner, fayd Robyn, 200
Haft thou lore thy ryches ?

For my grete foly, he fayd,
And for my kindenefle.

I had a {fone, for foth, Robyn,

That fholde have ben my eyre, 20§
When he was twenty wynter olde,

In felde wolde jufte full feyre ;

He flewe a knyght of Lancaftfhyre,
And a {quyre bolde ;

For to fave hym in his ryght 210
My goodss beth fette and folde ;

My londes beth fet to wedde, Robyn,
Untyll a certayne daye,
To a ryche abbot here befyde,
Of Saynt Mary abbay. 21§

V. 192. two yere. R. V7. 193. knowe. PCC. V. 199.
it may amendes PCC. 7, 208. lancafesthyre. R.
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What is the fomme ? fayd Robyn,
Trouthe than tell thou me.

Syr, he fayd, foure hondred pounde,
The abbot tolde it to me.

Now, and thou lefe thy londe, fayd Robyn,  zzo
What fhall fall of the ?

Haftely I wyll me butke, fayd the knyght,
Over the falte fee,

And fe where Cryft was quycke and deed,

On the mounte of Caluare. 22§
Fare well, frende, and have good daye,

It may noo better be

Teeres fell out of his eyen two,
He wolde haue gone his waye—

Farewell, frendes, and have good day, 230
I ne have more to pay.

Where be thy friendes ? fayd Robyn.
¢« Syr, never one wyll me know ;
Whyle I was ryche inow at home
Grete boft then wolde they blowe, 238

And now they renne awaye fro me,
As beftes on a rowe;
'They take no more heed of me
Then they me never fawe.”
V. 227. not. W. C. V.232. by W. C. V. 233. S¢
R. knowe me, W.C. The fragment of Raflalls edition ends with
2. 238.
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For ruthe then wepte Lytell Johan, - 240
Scathelocke and Much ¢ in fere.’

Fyll of the beft wyne, fayd Robyn,
For here is a fymple chere.

Haft thou ony frendes, fayd Robyn,

Thy borowes that wyll be ? 245
I have none, then fayd the knyght,

But god that dyed on a tree.

Do waye thy japes, fayd Robyn,
Therof wyll I right none;

Weneft thou I wyll have god to borowe? 256
Peter, Poule or Johan?

Nay, by hym that me made,
And fhope both fonne and mone,
Fynde a better borowe, fayd Robyn,
Or mony geteit thou none. 253

I have nene other, fayd the knyght,
The fothe for to {ay,

But yf it be our dere lady,
She fayled me never or this day.

By dere worthy god, fayd Robyn, 260
To feche all Englond thorowe,

Yet founde I never to my pay,
A moch better borowe.

V. 341, alfo, PCC. V7, 242. Wyme, PCC.
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Come now forthe, Lytell Johan,
And goo to my trefoure,

And brynge me foure hondred pounde.
And loke that it well tolde be.

Forthe then wente Lytell Johan,
And Scathelocke went before;

He tolde out foure houndred pounde,
By eyghtene fcore.

Is this well tolde ? fayd Iytell Much.
Johan fayd, What greveth the ?
It is almes to helpe a gentyll knyght

That 1s fall in poverte.

Mayfter, than fayd Lytell Johan,
His clothynge 1s full thynne,

Ye muft gyve the knyght a lyveray,
To <lappe’ his body ther in.

For ye have {carlet and grene, mayfter,
And many a ryche aray,

There is no marchaunt in mery Englonde

So ryche I dare well faye.

Take hym thre yerdes of every coloure,

And loke that well mete it be.
Lytell Johan toke none other mefure
But his bowe tre,

V. 279. helpe. 7. wrappe. C,
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And of every handfull that he met
He lept ouer fotes thre.

What devilkyns draper, fayd litell Much, 290
Thynkyft thou to be ?

Scathelocke ftoode full ftyll and lough,
And {ayd, By god allmyght,
Johan may gyve hym the better mefure,
By god, it coft him but lyght. 293

Mayfter, fayd Lytell Johan,
All unto Robyn Hode,

Ye muft gyve that knight an hors,
To lede home al this good.

Take hym a gray courfer, fayd Robyn, 300
And a fadell newe;

He is our ladyes meflengere,
God lene that he be true.

And a good palfraye, fayd lytell Moch,

To mayntayne hym in his ryght. 305
-And a payre of botes, fayd Scathelocke,

For he is a gentyll knyght,

What fhalt thou gyvehym, Lytel Johan? fayd Robyn.
Syr, a payre of gylte {pores clene,

To pray for all this company : 310
God brynge hym out of tene !

¥. 303 leue. &, lende. C,
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Whan fhall my daye be, fayd the knyght,
Syr, and your wyll be ?
This daye twelve moneth, fayd Robyn,
Under this grene wode tre. 31§

It were grete fhame, fayd Robyn,
A knyght alone to ryde,

Without {quyer, yeman or page,
To walke by hys fyde.

I fhall the lene Lytyll Johan my man, 340
For he fhali be thy knave;

In a yemans fteed he may the fronde;
Y thou grete nede have.

THE SECONDE FYTTE:

‘-\?T O W E is the knyght went on this way;
J- \  This game he thought full good,
When he loked on Berny{dale,

He blyfled Robyn Hode

And whan he thought on Berny{dale, §
On Scathelock, Much, and Johan,

He blyfled them for the belt company
That ever he in come.



OF ROBYN HODE,

Then fpake that gentyll knyght,
To Lytel Johan gan he faye,
'To morowe I muft to Yorke toune;

‘To Saynt Mary abbay ;

And to the abbot of that place
Foure hondred pounde I muft pay :
And but I be there upon this nyght
My londe is loft for ay.

‘The abbot fayd to His covent,
There he ftode on grounde,

‘This day twelfe moneth came thete 4 Knyght
And borowed foure hondred pounde.

{He borowed foure hondred pounde,]
Upon all his londe fre;

But he come this ylke day
Dysherytye thall ke be.

It is full erely, fayd the pryoure *,
The day is not yet ferre gone,

X had lever to pay an hondred pounde,
And lay it downe a none,

The knyght is ferre be yonde the fee,
In Englonde is his ryght,

And fuffreth honger and colde
And many.a fory nyght:

L

(]

15

29

25

3@

*- Ll pnor, in an abbcy, was the offcer immediately under th

abbot ; in pricries and conventral cathedrals le was the fuperior,

Yoi. Il B
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It were grete pyté, fayd the pryoure,
So to have his londe,

And ye be fo lyght of your confeyence 35
Ye do to him moch wronge.

Thou arte euer in my berde, fayd the abbot,
By god and faynt Rycharde*.
With that cam in a fat heded monke,
The heygh felerer; - 40

He is dede or hanged, fayd the monke,
By god that bought me dere,

And we fhall have to fpende in this place
Foure hondred pounde by yere.

The abbot and the hy felerer, 45
Sterte forthe full bolde,

The high juityce of Englonde
The abbot there dyde holde.

* This wasa  S. Richard king and confeffour, fonne to Lotha-
rius king of Kent, who, for the love of Chrijt, taking upon him a
long peregrination, went 1 Rome for devotion to that fea, and ir
his way homward, died at Lucay about the year of Chrift, [eaven
bundred and fifty. where his body is keyt witill this day with great
weneratiany in the oratory and chappell of S. Frigidian, and adorned
with an epitaph both in verfe and profe.”’ Englifh Martyrologe,
16 8.

There were sther fain’s of the fame name, as Richard de la Wich,
bifbop of Chichefter, canonized in 12625 and Richard bifbop of
St. Andrews in Calabria. Sec Draytons Poly Olbion, Sozg 24.



OF ROBYN HODE,

The hye juftyce and many mo
Had take into their honde
Holy all the knyghtes det,
"To put that knyght to wronge.

They demed the knyght wonder fore;
The abbot and hys meyné :

¢¢ But he come this ylke day
Dysheryte fhall he be.”

He wyll not come yet, fayd the juftyce;
I dare well under take.

But in forowe tyme for them all
The knyght came to the gate.

Than be fpake that gentyll knyght
Untyll hys meyne;

Now put on your {ymple wedes
That ye brought fro the fee.

[ They put on their fymple wedes, ]
And came to the gates anone,
The porter was redy hymfelfe,
And welcomed them everychone;,

Welcome, {yr knyght, fayd the porter;
My lorde to mete is he,
And fo is many a gentyll man,
For the love of the.
B2
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The porter fwore 2 full grete othe,
By god that made me,

Here be the beft corefed hors
That ever yet fawe I me.

Lede them into the ftable; he fayd,
That eafed myght they be:

They fhall not come therin, fayd the knyght;,
By god that dyed on a tre.

Lordes were to mete ifette
In that abbotes hall;

The knyght wetit forth and kneled downe
And falved them grete and {mall,

Do gladly, fyr abbot, fayd the knyght,
I am come to holde my day.

Fhe fyrft word the abbot fpake,
Haft thou brought my pay ?

Not one periy, fayd the knyght,
By god that maked me.

Thou art a fhrewed dettour, fayd the abbot;
Syr juftyce, drynke to me.

What dooft thou here, fayd the abbot, .
But thou haddeft brought thy pay ?
For god, than fayd the knyght,
To pray of a lenger daye.

75
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Thy daye is broke, fayd the juftyce,
Londe geteft thou none.
¢ Now, good fyr juftyce, be my frende,
And fende me of my fone. 100

I'am holde with the abbot, fayd the juftyce,
Bothe with cloth and fee.

¢ Now, good {yr fheryf, be my frende.”
Nay for god, fayd he.

¢ Now, good {yr abbot, be my frende, 105
For thy curteyfe,

And holde my londes in thy honde
Tyll T have made the gree 3

And I wyll be thy true fervaunte,

And trewely ferve the, 110
Tyl ye have foure hondred pounde

Of money good and free.”

The abbot fware a full grete othe,
By god that dyed on a tree,

Get the londe where thou may, : 115
For thou geteft none of me.

By dere worthy god, then fayd the knyght,
That all this worlde wrought,
But I have my londe agayne
Full dere it fhall be bought; 120
B 3
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God that was of a mayden borne
3

Lene us well to {pede,

For it is good to aflay a frende

Or that a man have nede.

The abbot lothely on hym gan loke

And vylaynesly hym gan ¢ call,
Out, he fayd, thou falie knyght,

Spede the out of my hall.

Thou lye[’c, then fayd the gentyll knyght,

Abbot in thy hal;
Falfe knyght was I never,
By god that made us all.

Up then ftode that gentyll knyght,

To the abbot fayd he,

To fuffre a knyght to knele fo longe,

Thou canft no curteyfye;

In jouftes and in tournement
Fuil ferre than have I be,

And put myielfe as ferre in prees

As ony that ever 1 fe.

What wyll ye gyve more? fayd the juftyce,
And the knyght fhall make a releyfe ;

And elles dare 1 fafly {were

Ye holde never your londe in pees.

V: 122. leue. #. Sende us. C.

V. 126. loke. W, C,

C.
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An hondred pounde, fayd the abbot. 145
. The juftyce faid, Gyve him two.

Nay, be god, fayd the knyght,
Yet gete ye it not {oo:

Though ye wolde gyve a thoufande more,

Yet were ¢ ye’ never the nere ; 150
Shall there never be myn eyre,

Abbot, juityfe, ne frere.

He fterte hym to a borde anone,
Tyll a table rounde,

And there he thoke out of a bagge 155
Even foure hondred pounde.

Have here thy golde, {yrabbot, fayd the knyght,
Wanich that thou lenteit me ;

Haddeit thou ben carteys at my comynge,
Rewarde fholdeit thou have be. 160

- The abbot fat ftyll, and ete no more,
For all his ryall chere, /
He caile his hede on his fholder,
And faft began to ftare,

Take me my golde agayne, fayd the abbot, 165
Syr juityce, that 1 toke the.

Not a peny, fayd the Juityce,
By god that dyed on a tree.
V. 148. grete, /. écr‘ G. V. 150. thou, PCC,
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«¢ Syr abbot, and ye men of lawe,
Now have I holde my daye,

Now fhall I have my londe agayne,
For ought that you can faye.”

The knyght ftert out of the dore,
Awaye was all his care,

And o he put his good clothynge,
The other he lefte there.

He wente hym forthe full mery fyngynge,
As men have tolde in tale,

His lady met hym at the gate,
At home in Utery{dale.

Welcome, my larde, fayd his lady ;
Syr, loft is all your good ?

Be mery, dame, fayd the knyght,
And praye for Robyn Hode,

"That ever his foule be in blyfle,
He holpe me out of my tene;

Ne had not be his kyndenefle,
Beggers had we ben.

The abbot and I acordyd ben,
He is ferved of his pay,

The good yeman lent it me,
As I came by the way.
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This knyght .than dwelled fayre at home,
The foth for to fay,

Tyll he had got foure hondreth pounde,
All redy for too paye.

He purveyed hym an hondred bowes,
The ftrenges [were] welle dyght,

An hondred fhefe of arowes good,
The hedes burnylhed full bryght,

And every arowe an elle longe,
With pecocke well y dyght,

Inocked all with whyte fylver,
It was a femly fyght.

He purveyed hym an hondreth men,
Well harneyfed in that ftede,

And hymfelfe in that fame fete,
And clothed in whyte and rede.

He bare a launsgay in his honde,
And a man ledde his male,

And reden with a lyght fonge,
Unto Berny{dale.

As he went at a brydge ther was a wraftelyng,

And there taryed was he,
And there was all the beft yemen,
Of all the welt countree.

Fe 207. {ute. C,
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V. 218. I up pyght. #. up ypyght. C.
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A full fayre game there was upiet,
A whyte bull up ipygat;

A grete courfer with {adie and brydil,
With golde burneythed full bry. ht;

A payre of gloves, a rede golde rynge,
A pype of wyne, in goud fay :
What man bereth bim beft I wys,
The pryce fhall bere away.

There was a yeman in that place,
And beft worthy was he,

And for he was ferre and frend beftad,
Iflayne he fholde have be.

The knyght had reuth of this yeman,
In place where that he {’todé,

He faid that yoman fholde have no harme,
For love of Robyn Hode.

The knyght prefed into the place,
An hondred folowed hym ¢ fre,’
With bowes bent, and arowcs fharpe,

For to fhende that company.

They tholdred all, and made hym rome,
To wete what he wolde fay,

He toke the yeman by the honde,

And gave hym all the playe;

fcr 50
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He gave hym fyve marke for his wyne,
There it laye on the molde,

And bad 1t tholde be {ette a broche,
Drynke who fo wolde.

Thus longe taryed this gentyll knyght,
. Tyll that playe was done,
So longe abode Robyn faftynge,

Thre houres after the none.

THESTHYRDESEY TES

Y Y TH and lyften, gentyll men,
All that now be here,
Of Lytell Johan, that was the knyghtes man,
Good myrthe ye thall here.

It was upon a mery day,
That yonge men wolde go fhete,
Lytell Johan fet his bowe anone,
And fayd he wolde them mete.

Thre tymes Lytell Johan fhot about,
And alway cleft the wande,

The proude fheryf of Notyngham
By the markes gan ftande.

V.6. thote. W. V. 10. he flefte (Wliced 2) W.
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The {heryf fwore a full grete othe,
By hym that dyed on a tree,
This man 1s the beflt archere
‘That yet fawe I me.

Say me now, wyght yonge man,
What is now thy name ?

I1a what countre were thou born,
And where is thy wonnynge wan ?

¢« In Holdernefle I was bore,
I wys all of my dame,

Men call me Reynolde Grenelefe,
Whan I am at hame.”

¢¢ Say me, Reynaud Grenelefe,
Wolte thou dwell with me ?

Ang every yere I wyll the gyve
‘Twenty marke to thy fee.”

I have a mayfter, fayd Lytell Johan,
A curteys knyght 1s ke,

May ye gete leve of hym,
The better may it bee,

The fheryfe gate Lytell Johan
Twelve monethes of the knyght,

Therfore he gave him ryght anone
A good hors and a wyght.

V. 19. thou waft. C. waft thou. /#%,
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Now is Lytel Johan the fheryfies man,

OF

ROEYN HODEK.

He gyve us well to fpede,
But alway thought Lytell Johan
To quyte hym well his mede.

Now f{o god me helpe, fayd Lytel johan,

And be my trewe lewté,

I fhall be the worfte fervaunte to liym

That ever yet had he.

It befell upon a wedae{day,

The fheryfe on hoatynge was gone,

And Lytel Johan lay ia his bed,
And was foryete at home.

Therfore he was faltynge
Tyl it was paft the none.

Good {yr ftuard, I pray the,

Geve me to dyne, fuyd Lytel Johan,

It is to lono for Grenelefs,
o

Faltynge fo long to be;

Therfore I pray the, ftunarde,

My dyner gyve taou me.

Shalt thou never ete ne drynke, fayd the ftearde,

Tyll my lord be come to towne.

I make myn avowe to god, favd Lytell Johas,
P (>) o .

I had

ever to cracke thy crowne.
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The butler was ful uncurteys,
There he ftode on flore,
He fterte to the buttery,
And fhet falt the dore.

Lytell Johan gave the buteler fuch a rap,
His backe yede nygh on two,

Tho he lyved an hundreth wynter,
The wors he fholde go.

He fporned the dore with his fote,
It went up wel and fyne,

And there he made a large lyveray
Both of ale and wyne.

Syth ye wyl not dyne, fayd Lytel Johan,
I fhall gyve you to drynke,

And though ye lyve an hondred wynter,
On Lytell Johan ye fhall thynk.

Lytell Johan ete, and Lytell [ Johan] dronke,
The whyle that he wolde.

The fheryfe had in his kechyn a coke,
A ftoute man and a bolde.

1 make myn avowe to god, fayd the coke,
Thou arte a fhrewde hynde,

In an houfholde to dwel,
For to afk thus to dyne.

7@
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And there he lent Lytel Johan
Good ftrokes thre.

I make myn avowe, fayd Lytell Johan,
Thefe ftrokes lyketh well me.

Thou arte a bolde man and an hardy,
And {o thynketh me ;

And or I paffe fro this place,
Afayed better fhalt thou be.

Lytell Johan drewe a good f{werde,
The coke toke another in honde ;

They thought nothynge for to fle,
But ftyfly for to ftonde.

"There they fought fore to gyder,
Two myle way and more,

Myght neyther other harme done,
The mountenaunce of an houre.

I make myn avowe to god, fayd Lytell Johan,

And be my trewe lewte,
Thou art one of the beft {werdemen,
That ever yet fawe I me.

Coowdeft thou fhote as well in a2 bowe,

To grene wood thou fholdeft with me,
And two tymes in the yere thy clothynge

Ichaunged fholde be ;

3rx
85

Qo

100

105



32

A LYTR2ELY GESTE

And every yere of Robyn Hode
Twenty marke to thy fee.

Put up thy fwerde, fayd the cokey
And felowes wyll we be.

Then he fette to Lytell Johan
The numbles of a doo,

Good brede and. full good wyne,
They ete and dranke therto.

And whan they had dronken well,
Ther trouthes togyder they plyzhe,

That they wolde be with Robyn
That ylke fame day at nyght.

"The dyde them to the trefure hous,
As faft as they myght gone,

The lockes that were of good ftele
They brake them everychone ;

They toke away the fylver veffell,
And all that they myght get,
Peces, mafars, and {pones,
Wolde they non forgete ;

Alfo they toke the good pence,
Thre hondred pounde and three ;

And dyde them ftrayt to Robyn Hede,

Under the grene wede tre.

V. 121. hyed. C.
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¢ God the fave, my dere mayfier,
And Cryft the fave and fe.”

And than fayd Robyn to Lytell Johan,
Welcome myght thou be ;

And alfo be that fayre yeman
Thou bryngelt there with the.

What tydynges fro Notyngham ?
Lytell Johan tell thou me.

“ Well the greteth the proude fheryfe,
And fende the here by me

His coke and his fylver veffell,
And thre hondred pounde and thre.”

I make myn avow to god, fayd Robyn,
And to the trenyte,

It was never by his goed wyll,
This good is come to me.

Lytell Johan hym there bethought,
On a threwed wyle,

Fyve myle in the foreft he ran,
Hym happed at his wyll ;

Than he met the proud (heryf,
Huntynge with hounde and horne,

Lytell Johan coud his curteyfye,
And kneled hym beforne:

V. 150. whyle, #.
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¢« God the fave, my dere mayftér,
And Cryft the fave and fee.”

Raynolde Grenelefe, fayd the theryfe,
Where haft thou nowe be ?

s¢ T have be in this foreft,
A fayre fyght can I fe,

It was one of the fayreft {yghtes
That ever yet fawe I me;

Yonder I fe a ryght fayre hart,
His coloure is of grene,

Seven {core of dere upon an herde
Be with hym all bedene ;

His tynde are {o fharp, mayfter,
Of fexty and well mo,

That I durft not fhote for drede
Left they wolde me floo.”

I make myn avowe to god, fayd the fheryf,
That fyght wolde I fayn fe.

« Bufke you thyderwarde, my dere mayfter,
Anone and wende with me.”

The fheryfe rede, and Lytell Johan
Of fote he was full {marte,
And whan they came afore Robyn :

122

¢« Lo, here is the mayfter harte !
V. 163. fyght. /7. fightes C.
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OF ROBYN HODE. 35
Styll ftode the proude fheryf,

A {ory man was he:
““ Wo worthe the, Raynolde Grenelefe
Thou haft now betrayed me.”

T make myn avowe to god, fayd Lytell Johan, 185
Mayfter, ye be to blame,

I was myflerved of my dynere,
When I was with you at hame.

Soone he was to fuper fette,

And ferved with fylver whyte ; 190
And whan the fheryf fe his veflell,

For forowe he myght not ete.

Make good chere, fayd Robyn Hode,
Sheryfe, for charyte,

And for the love of Lytell Johan, 195
Thy lyfe is graunted to the.

When they had fupped well,
The day was all agone,
Robyn commaunded Lytell Johan
"T'o drawe of his hofen and his fhone, 200

His kyrtell and his cote a pye,
That was furred well fyne,
And take him a grene mantell,
To lappe his body therin.
V. 183. wo the worth, #,
C2
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Robyn commaunded his wyght yong men,
Under the grene wood tre,

They fhall lay in that fame forte ;
That the theryf myght them fe.

All nyght laye that proud fheryf,
In his breche and in his fherte,

No wonder it was in grene wode,
Tho his fydes do {merte.

Make glad chere, fayd Robyn Hode,
Sheryfe, for charyte,

For this is our order I wys,
Under the grene wood tre.

This is harder order, fayd the fheryfe,
Than ony anker or frere ;

For al the golde in mery Englonde
I wolde not longe dwell here.

All thefe twelve monethes, fayd Robyn,
Thou fhalte dwell with me ;

I fhall the teche, proud fheryfe,
An outlawe for to be.

205

210

220

Or I here another nyght lye, fayd the fheryfe, 225

Robyn, nowe [ praye the,
Smyte of my hede rather to morne,

And I forgyve it the.
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Lete me go, then fayd the theryf,
For faynt Charyte,

And I wyll be thy beft frende

- 'That ever yet had the.

Thou fhalte {were me an othe, fayd Robyn,
On my bryght bronde, :
Thou fhalt never awayte me f{cathe,
By water ne by londe ;

And if thou fynde ony of my men,
By nyght or by day,

Upon thyne othe thou fhalt {were,
"T'o helpe them that thoy may.

Now have the fheryf ifwore his othe,
And home he began to gone,

He was as full of grene wode
As ever was hepe of ftone.

THE FOURTH FYTTE.,

HE fheryf dwelled in Notynghame,
He was fayne that he was gone,
And Robyn and his mery men

Went to wode anone.
C3
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Go we to dyner, fayd Lytell Johan.
Robyn Hode fayd, Nay ;

For I drede our lady be wroth with me,
For fhe fent me not my pay.

Have no dout, mayfter, fayd Lytell Johan,
Yet is not the {fonne at reft,

For I dare faye, and {faufly {were,
The knyght is trewe and troft.

Take thy bowe in thy hande, fayd Robyn,
Let Moch wende with the,

And fo thall Wyllyam Scathelock,
And no man abyde with me,

And walke up into the Sayles,
And to Watlynge ftrete,

And wayte after ¢ fome’ unketh geft,
Up chaunce ye may them mete.

Whether he be meflengere,
Or a man that myrthes can,
Or yf he be a pore man,
Of my good he fhall have fome.

Forth then ftert Lytel Johan,
Half in tray and tene,

And gyrde hym with a full good fwerde,
Under a mantel of grene.

V. 19. fuch. 7.
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They went up to the Sayles,
Thefe yemen all thre ;

They loked eft, they loked wetft,
They myght no man fe.

But as ¢ they’ loked in Bernyfdale,
By the hye waye,

Than were they ware of two blacke monkes,
Eche on a good palferay.

Then befpake Lytell Johan,
To Much he gan fay,
I dare lay my lyfe to wedde,

That thefe monkes have brought our pay.

Make glad chere, fayd Lytell Johan,
And frefe our bowes of ewe,

And loke your hertes be feker and fad,
Your flrynges trufty and trewe.

'The monke hath fifty two men,
And feven fomers full fronge,
‘There rydeth no bysfhop in this londe
So ryally, I underftond.

Brethern, fayd Lytell Johan,
Here are no more but we thre ;

But we brynge them to dyner,
Our mayfter dare we not fe.

V. 33+ he. 0/d copies.
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Bende your bowes, fayd Lytell Johan,
Make all yon prefe to ftonde,

The formoft monke, his lyfe and his deth 6o

Is clofed in my honde.

Abyde, chorle monke, fayd Lytell Johan,
No ferther that thou gone ;
Yf thou dooft, by dere worthy god,
Thy deth is in my honde. 65

Aud evyll thryfte on thy hede, fayd Lytell Johan,
Ryght under thy hattes bonde,

For thou haft made our mayfter wroth,
He is faftynge fo longe.

Who is your mayfter ? fayd the monke. W70
Lytell Johan fayd, Robyn Hode.

He is a fironge thefe, fayd the monke,
Of hym herd I never good.

Thou lyeft, than fayd Lytell Johan,
And that fhall rewe the;
He 1s a yeman of the foreft,

To dyne he hath bode the.

~1
U

Much was redy with a bolte,
Redly and a none,

He {et the monke to fore the breft, 8o
To the grounde that he can gone.

V. 59: you. . Make you yonder prefte. €.
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Of fyfty two wyght yonge men,
There abode not one,
Saf a lytell page, and a grome
To lede the fomers with Johan. 85

They brought the monke to the lodge dore,
Whether he were loth or lefe, '

For to {fpeke with Robyn Hode,
Maugre in theyr tethe.

Robyn dyde adowne his hode, 90
The monke whan that he fe;

The monke was not fo carteyfe,
His hode then let he be.

He is a chorle, mayfler, by dere worthy god,
Than faid Lytell Johan. 95
Thereof no force, fayd Robyn,
For curteyfy can he none.

How many men, fayd Robyn,
Had this monke, Johan?

¢ Fyfty and two whan that we met, 100
But many of them be gone.”

Let blowe a horne, fayd Robin,
That felauthyp may us knowe ;
Seven {core of wyght yemen,
Came pryckynge on a rowe, 10§

V.82, yemen, C. 7. 85. Lytel! Johan, 0. CC.
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And everych of them a good mantéll,
Of fcarlet and of raye,

All they came to good Robyn,
To wyte what he wolde fay.

They made the monke to wasfhe and wype, 110
And fyt at his denere,

Robyn Hode and Lytel Johan
They ferved ¢ him’ bothe in fere.

Do gladly, monke, fayd Robyn,
Gramercy, {yr, faid he. 115
¢ Where is your abbay, whan ye are at home,
And who 1s your avowe ?”’

Saynt Mary abbay, fayd the monke,
Though I be {fymple here.

- In what offyce ? fayd Robyn. 120

¢« Syr, the hye felerer.”

Ye be the more welcome, fayd Robyn,
So ever mote I the.

Fyll of the beft wyne, fayd Robyn,
This monke fhall drynke to me. 125

But I have grete mervayle, fayd Robyn,
Of all this longe day,

I drede our lady be wroth with me,
She fent me not my pay.

V., 113. them. 0, CC.
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Have no doute, mayfter, fayd Lytell Johan,

Ye have no nede J faye,

This monke it hath brought, I dare well {were,

For he is of her abbay.

And fhe was a borowe, fayd Robyn,
Betwene a knyght and me,

Of a lytell money that I hym lent,
Under the grene wode tree ;

And yf thou haft that {fylver ibroughte,
I praye the let me fe,

And I fhall helpe the eft {ones,
Y thou have nede of me.

The monke fwore a full grete othe,
With a fory chere,

Of the borowehode thou {pekeft to me,
Herde I never ere.

I make myn avowe to god, fayd Robyn,
Monke, thou arte to blame,

For god is holde a ryghtwys man,
And {o is his dame.

Thou toldeft with thyn owne tonge,
Thou may not fay nay,

How thou arte her fervaunt,
And ferveft her every day.

V. 141. to. /.
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And thou art made her meffengere,
My money for to pay,

Therfore I cun the more thanke,
Thou arte come at thy day.

What is in your cofers ? fayd Robyn,
Trewe than tell thou me.

Syr, he fayd, twenty marke,
Al {o mote I the.

Yf there be no more, fayd Robyn,
I wyil not one peny ;

Yf thou haft myfter of ony more,
Syr, more I fhall lende to the ;

And yf I fynde more, fayd Robyn,
I wys thou fhalte it forgone ;

For of thy fpendynge fylver, monk,
Therof wyll I ryght none.

Go newe forthe, Lytell Johan,
And the trouth tell thou me ;

If there be no more but twenty marke,
No peny that I fe.,

Lytell Johan fpred his mantell downe,
As he had done before,

And he tolde out of the monkes male,
Eyght hundreth pounde and more.

F. 154. nade. . not in C. ¥.177. Eyght pounde.

160

w.



QIEERE OB aYe N HE @ DB

Lytell Johan let it Iye full ftyll,
And went to his mayfter in haft ;

Syr, he fayd, the monke is trewe ynowe,
Our lady hath doubled your coft.

I make myn avowe to god, fayd Robyn,
Monke, what tolde I the ?

Our lady is the trewelt woman,
That ever yet founde I me.

By dere worthy god, fayd Robyn,
To feche all Englond thorowe,
Yet founde I never to my pay
A moche better borowe.

45

18@

Fyllofyebeft wyne,do hymdrynke, fayd Robyn, 196

And grete well thy lady hende,
And yf fthe have nede of Robyn Hode,
A frende fhe fhall hym fynde ;

And yf fhe nedeth ony more fylver,
Come thou agayne to me,

And by this token fhe hath me fent,
She fhall have fuch thre.

The monke was going to London ward,
There to holde grete mote,

The knyght that rode fo hye on hors,
To brynge hym under fote.

Y. 192. to. #.
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Whether be ye away ? fayd Robyn.
¢ Syr, to maners in this londe,
T'oo reken with our reves,
That have done moch wronge.” 20§

¢« Come now forth, Lytell Johan,
And harken to my tale,

A better yeman I knowe none,
To feke a monkes male.”

How mochisinyonderother ¢ cofer ?’ fayd Robyn, 210
The {oth muft we fee.

By our lady, than fayd the monke,
That were no curteyfye,

To bydde a man to dyner,

And {yth hym bete and bynde. 21§
It 1s our olde maner, fayd Robyn,

To leve but lytell behynde.

The monke toke the hors with {pore,
No lenger wolde he abyde.

Afke to drynke, than fayd Robyn, 220
Or that ye forther ryde.

Nay, for god, than fayd the monke,
Me reweth I cam fo nere,
For better chepe I myght have dyned,
In Blythe or in Dankeftere. 22§

V. 210. corfer. . courfer. C.



OFE ROBY¥YN HODE:

Grete well your abbot, fayd Robyn,
And your pryour, I you pray,

"And byd hym fend me fuch a monke,
To dyner every day.

Now lete we that monke be ftyll,
And fpeke we of that kanyght,

Yet he came to holde his day
Whyle that it was Iyght.

He dyde hym ftreyt to Bernyfdale,
Under the grene wode tre,

And he founde there Robyn Hode,
And all his mery meyneé.

‘The knyght lyght downe of his good palfray,

Robyn whan he gan fee,
So curteysly he dyde adoune his hode,
And {et hym on his knee.

¢ God the fave, good Robyn Hode,
And al this company.”

¢ Welcome be thou, gentyll knyght,
And ryght welcome to me.”

Than befpake hym Robyn Hode,
To that knyght {o fre,

What nede dryveth the to grene wode ?

I pray the, fyr knyght, tell me.

47
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And welcome be thou, gentyl knyght, 250
Why haft thou be fo longe ?

¢ For the abbot and the hye juftyce
Wolde have had my londe.”

Haft thou thy lond agayne ? fayd Robyn,

Treuth than tell thou me. 255
Ye, for god, fayd the knyght,

And that thanke I god and the.

But take not a grefe, I have be fo longe ;
I came by a wraftelynge,

And there I dyd holpe a pore yemin, 26m
With wronge was put behynde.

Nay, for god, fayd Robyn,
Syr knyght, that thanke I the;
What man that helpeth a good yeman,
His frende than wyll I be. 265
[knyght,
Have here foure hondred pounde, than fayd the
The whiche ye lent to me ;
And here is alfo twenty marke
For your curteyfy.

Nay, for god, than fayd Robyn, 270
Thou broke it well for ay,
For our lady, by her felerer,
Hath fent to me my pay ;
V.254. gayne. W.
V. 258. But take not a grefe, fayd the knyght,
That I have be {o longe. 0, CC.
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And yf I toke it twyfe,

A fhame it were to me : , 275
But trewely, gentyll knyght,

Welcom arte thou to me.

Whan Robyn had tolde his tale;

He leugh and had good chere.
- By my trouthe, then fayd the knyght, 280
Your money is redy here.

Broke it well, fayd Robyn;
Thou gentyll kayght {o fie §
And welcome be thou, gentill knyght,
Under my tryftell tree. 285

But what fhall thefe bowes do ? fayd Robyn,
And thefe arowes ifedered fre?

By god, than fayd the knyght,
A pore prefent to the.

“ Come now forth, Lytell Johan, 290
And go to my treafurs,

And brynge me there foure hondred pounde,
The monke over tolde it me.

Have here foure hondred pounde,

Thou gentyll knyght and trewe, 295
And bye hors and harnes good,

And gylte thy fpores all newe :

V. 49. Ttwyfe. W, ¥. 285. thi trufty. €.
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And yf thou fayle ony fpendynge,
Com to Robyn Hode,

And by my trouth thou fhalt none fayle
The whyles I have any good.

And broke well thy four hundred pound,
Whiche I lent to the,

And make thy felfe no more {o bare,
By the counfell of me.

‘Thus than holpe hym good Robyn,
The knyght all of his care.

God, that fytteth in heven hye,
Graunte us well to fare.

THE FYFTH FYTTE.

O W -hath the knyght his leve itake,
And wente hym on his way ;
Robyn Hode and his mery men
Dwelled ftyll full many a day.

Lyth and lyften, gentil men,
And herken what I fhall fay,
How the proud fheryfe of Notyngham
Dyde crye a full fayre play ;
V. 307. thiscare. 7o - 7V 308, fyt. 7.
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That all the beft archers of the north

Sholde come upon a day, 10
And they that thoteth ¢ alder’ beft

The game fhall bere away.

¢ He that thoteth < alder’ beft
Fartheft fayre and lowe,

At a payre of fynly buttes, 1§
Under the grene wode fhawe,

A ryght good drowe he fhall have,
The thaft of {ylver whyte,

The heade and the feders of ryche rede golde;
In Englond is none Iyke:? | 20

This then hérde good Robyn,
Under his tryflell tre :

“ Make you.rcdy, ye wyght yonge men;
That fhotynge wyll I fe.

Bua'ke you, my mery yonge men; 2§
Ye thail go with me;

And I wyll wete the fhryves fayth,
Trewe and yf he be.”

Whan they had theyr bowes ibent,
Theyr takles fedred fre, 30

Seven {core of wyght yonge men
Stode by Rebyns kne.
V. 11, And that fhoteth al ther be k. /77

And they that thote al of the beft. C.
¥. 13. al theyre, #, al of the. C.
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Whan they cam to Notyngham,
The buttes were fayre and longe,
Many was the bolde archere
That fhoted with bowes ftronge.

¢ There fhall but fyx fhote with me,
The other fhal kepe my hede,

And ftande with good bowes bent
That I be not defceyved. ”

The fourth outlawe his bowe gan bende,
And that was Robyn Hode,

And that behelde the proude fheryfe,
All by the but he ftode.

Thryes Robyn fhot about,
And alway he {lift the wand,

And fo dyde good Gylberte ,
With the whyte hande.

Lytell Johan and good Scatheloke
Were archers good and fre ;

Lytell Much and good Reynolde,
The worfte wolde they not be.

Whan they had fhot aboute,
Thefe archours fayre and good,
Evermore was the beft,
Forfoth, Robyn Hode.

V. 46. they flift. 7. he clefte. C.
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Hym was delyvered the goode arow,
For beft worthy was he;

He toke the yeft fo curteysly,
To grene wode wolde he,

They cryed out on Robyn Hode,
And great hornes gan they blowe,

Wo worth the, treafon ! fayd Robyn,
Full evyl thou art to knowe.

And wo be thou, thou proud fheryf,
Thus gladdynge thy gef,

Other wyfe thou behote me
In yonder wylde foreft;

But had I the in grene wode,
Under my tryftell tre,

Thou fholdeft leve me a better wedde
Than thy trewe lewté.

Full many a bowe there was bent,
And arowes let they glyde,

Many a kyrtell there was rent,
And hurt many a fyde.

The outlawes fhot was fo ftronge,
That no man myght them dryve,
And the proud fheryfes men
They fled away full blyve.
V. 8o. belyve, C,
D3
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Robyn fawe the busthement to broke,
In grene wode he wolde have be,

Many' an arowe-there was fhot
Amonge that company.

Lytell Johan was hurte full {ore, és
With.an arowe in his kne,

That he myght neyther go nor ryde;
It was full grete pyte:

Mayfter, then fayd Lytell Johan,

1t ever thou loveft me, QG
And for that ylke lordes love,

That dyed upon a. tre,

And for the medes of my fervyce;
That I have ferved:the,

Lete never the proude: fheryf 95
Alyve now fynde me;

But take out thy browne fwerde;
And {myte all of my hede,
And gyve me woundes dede and wyde,
No lyfe on me be lefte. 100

I wolde not that, fayd Robyn,
Johan, that thou were flawe;

For all the golde in mery Englond,
Thouzh it lay now on a rawe.

V. 100, That I after eate no bread, C.
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God forbede, fayd lytell Much,
That dyed on a tre,

That thou fholdeft; Lytell Johan,
Parte our company.

Up he toke him on his backe,
And bare hym well a myle,

Many a tyme he layd hym downe,
And fhot another whyle.

Then was there a fayre caftell,
A lytell within the wode,

Double dyched it was about,
And walled, by the rode;

And there dwelled that gentyll knyght,
Syr Rychard at the Lee,

That Robyn had lent his good,
Under the grene wode tree.

In he toke good Robyn,
And all his company :

¢ Welcome be thou, Robyn Hode,
Welcome arte thou [to] me;

And moche [I] thanke the of thy confort,

And of thy curteyfye,
And of thy grete kyndenefle,
Under the grene wode tre ;
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I love no man in zll this worlde
So moch as I do the ;

For all the proud fheryf of Notyngham,
Ryght here fhalt thou be.

Shyt the gates, and drawe the bridge,
And let no man com in;

And arme you well and make you redy,
And to the walle ye wynne.

For one thyng, Rbbyn, I the behote,
I {fwere by faynt Quyntyn,

Thefe twelve dayes thou woneft with me,
To {uppe, ete, and dyne.

Bordes were layed, and clothes fpred,
Reddely and anone;

Robyn Hode and his mery men
To mete gan they gone.

THE SYXTE FYTTE,

Y THE and lyften, gentylmen,
And herken unto your fonge,
How the proude fheryfe of Notyngham,
And men of armes ftronge, '
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Full fafte came to the hye fheryfe,
- The countre up to rout,

And they befet the knyghts caftell,
The walles all about.

The proude fheryf loude gan crye,
And fayd, Thou traytour knyght,
Thou kepefte here the kynges enemye,

Agayne the lawes and ryght.

¢ Syr, I wyll avowe that I have done,
The dedes that here be.dyght,
Upon all the londes that I have,
As a am a trewe knyght.

Wende forthe, {yrs, on your waye,
And doth no more to me,

Tyll ye wytte our kynges wyll
What he woll fay to the.”

The fheref thus had his anfwere,
With out ony leafynge,

Forthe he yode to London toune,
All for to tel our kynge.

There he tolde him of that knyght,
And eke of Robyn Hode,

And alfo of the bolde archeres,
That noble were and good.

V. 14. thous #.
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« e wolde avowe that he had-done,

'To mayntayne the outlawes ftronge, 30
He wolde be lorde, and fet you at nought,

In all the north londe.”

I woll be at Notyngham, fayd the kynge,

Within this fourtynyght,
And take I wyll Robyn Hode, 25
And fo I wyll that knyght.

Go home, thou proud fheryf,
And do as I bydde the,
And ordayne good archeres inowe,
Of all the wyde countree. 40

"The fheryf had his leve itake,
And went hym on his way;
And Robyn Hode to grene wode,

Upon a certayn day ;

And Lytell Johan was liole of the arowe, 45
That fhote was in his kne,

And dyde hym firayte to Rebyn Hode,
Under the grene wode tre.

Robyn Hode walked in the forefte,

Under the leves grene, 50
"The proud {heryfe of Notyngham

Therfore he had grete tene.

V. 33. the byddes OCC.
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The theryf there fayled of Robyn Hode,
He myght not have his pray,

‘Then he awayted that gentyll knyght, 55
Bothe by nyght and by daye.

Ever he awayted that gentyil knyght,
Syr Rychard at the Lee ;

As he went on haukynge by the ryver fyde,
And let his haukes flee, 6o

Toke he there this gentyll knyght,
With men of armes ftronge,

And lad hym home to Notyngham warde,
Ibonde both fote and honde.

The fheryf {wore a full grete othe, 65
By hym that dyed on a tre,

He had lever than an hondrede pounde,
That Robyn Hode had he !

Then the lady, the knyghtes wyfe,

A fayre lady and fre, 70
She fet her on a gode palfray,

To grene wode anon rode fhe.

When fhe came to the firéft,
Under the grene wode tre,

Founde fhe there Robyn Hode, 75
And all his fayre meyne.

V. 64. honde and fote. . foote and hande. C. 7. 68. That
he bad Robyn Hode., 7.
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<« God the fave, good Robyn Hode,
And all thy company ;
For our dere ladyes love,
A bone graunte thou me. 3o

Let thou never my wedded lorde
Shamfully {layne to be ;

He is faft ibounde to Notyngham warde,
For the love of the.”

Anone then fayd good Robyn, 8s5
To that lady fre,

What man hath your lorde itake?
The proude fhirife, than fayd fhe.

[ The proude fheryfe hath hym itake]

Forfoth as I the fay ; 90
He is not yet thre myles,

Pafled on ¢ his’ Waye.

Up then fterte good Robyn,
As a man that had be wode :
«¢ Bufke you, my mery younge men, 95
For hym that dyed on a rode;
7°. 77. God the good Robyn. W. V. 79. lady. #. ¥, 8s.

Late. V. 82. Shamly I flayne be. /7. V. 88. For {oth

as I the fay. W V. g2. your. #, You may them aver
take. C.
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And he that this forowe forfaketh,
By hym that dyed on a tre,
And by him that al thinges maketh,
No lenger thall dwell with me.” 100

Sone there were good bowes ibent,
Mo than feven fcore,

Hedge ne dyche fpared they none,
That was them before.

I make myn avowe to god, fayd Robyn, 103
The knyght wolde I fayn fe,

And yf [ may hym take,
Iquyt than fhall he bee.

And whan they came to Notyngham,

They walked in the firete, 110
And with the proud theryf, I wys,

Sone gan they mete.

Abyde, thou proud theryf, he {ayd,
Abyde and fpeake with me,

Of {ome tydynges of our kynge, i
I wolde fayne here of the.

This feven yere, by dere worthy god,
Ne yede 1 fo faft on fote,
I make mya avowe to god, thou proud fheryfe,
¢ It is not for thy good. 125
V. 99, 100. Shall he never in grene wode be Nor longer dwell

with me, /7, V. 108. it. W Vo120, Ats . That: Gris
good] boote. }#75,
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Robyn bent a good bowe,

An arrowe he drewe at his wyll,
He hyt {o the proud fheryf,

Upon the grounde he lay full ftyll;

And or he myght up aryfe, 125
On his fete to ftonde,

He {mote of the theryves hede,
With his bryght bronde.

¢« Lye thou there, thou proud fheryf,

Evyll mote thou thryve ; 130
There myght no man to the truft,

The whyles thou were alyve.”

His men drewe out theyr bryght fwerdes,
That were {o tharpe and kene,

And layde on the fheryves men, 135
And dryved them downe by dene.

Robyn ftert to that knyght,
And cut a two his bonde,
And toke him in his hand a bowe,
And bade hym by hyn ftonde. 140

¢ Leve thy hors the behynde,
And lerne for to rennc;
Thou fhalt with me to grene wode,

"Through myre, moffe and fenne,

V. 138. hoode. /. bande. C.
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Thou fhalt with me to grene wode,
Without ony leafynge,

Tyll that I have gete us grace,
Of Edwarde our comly kynge.”

THE SEVENTH FYTTE.

HE kynge came to Notynghame,
With knyghtes in grete araye,

For to take that gentyll knyght,
And Robyn Hode, yf he may.

He afked men of that countre,
After Robyn Hode,

And after that gentyll knyght,
That was {o bolde and ftout.

Whan they had tolde hym the cafe,
Our kynge underftonde ther tale,
And feafed in his honde
The knyghtes londes all,

All the pafle of Lancasthyre,
He went both ferre and nere,
Tyll he came to Plomton parke,
He faylyd many of his dere.

V.4 and yf. /#.
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There our kynge was wont to fe
Herdes many one,
He coud unneth fynde one dere,

That bare ony good horne.

The kynge was wonder wroth with all,
And fwore by the trynyte,

«¢ I wolde I had Robyn Hode,
With eyen I myght hym fe ;

VAS)

And he thatwolde {myte of the knyghteshede, 23

And brynge it to me,
He fhall have the knyghtes londes,
Syr Rycharde at the Le ;

I gyve it hym with my charter,
And fele it with my honde,

To have and holde for ever more,
In all mery Englonde.”

Than befpake a fayre olde knyght,
That was treue 1n his fay,

A, my lege lorde the kynge,
One worde I fhall you fay ;

There is no man in this countré
May have the knyghtes londes,
Whyle Robyn Hode may ryde or gone,
And bere a bowe in his hondes ;

e

35

40
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That he ne thall lefe his hede,
That is the beft ball in his hode :
Give it no man, my lorde the kynge;
That ye wyll any good.

Halfa yere dwelled our comly kynge,
In Notyngham, and well more,
Coude he not here of Robyn Hode,

In what countre that he were;

But alway went good Robyn
By halke and cke by hyll,

And alway flewe the kynges dere,
And welt them at his wyll,

‘Than befpake a proude foftere,
‘That ftode by our kynges kne;
If ye wyll fe good Robyn,
Ye muft do after me ;

Take fyve of the beft knyghtes
That be in your lede,

And walke downe by < yon’ abbay,
And gete you monkes wede.

And I wyll be your ledes man,
And lede yon the way,
And or ye come to Notyngham,
Myn hede then dare I lay,
Y. 59. your., 0GG,

Yor 'k E
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That ye fhall mete with good Robyn,
On lyve yf that he be,

Or ye come to Notyngham,
With eyen ye fhall hym fe.

Full haftly our kynge was dyght,
So werehis knyghtes fyve,

Everych of them in monkes wede,
And hafted them thyder blyth.

Our kynge was grete above his cole,
A brode hat on his crowne,
Ryght as he were abbot lyke,
They rode up in to the towne.

Sfyf botes our kynge had on,
Forfoth as I you fay,

He rode fyngynge to grene wode,
The covent was clothed in graye,

His male hors, and his grete fomers,
Folowed our kynge be hynde,
Tyll they came to grene wode,
A myle under the lynde,

There they met with good Robyn,
Stondynge on the waye,

And fo dyde many a bolde archere,
‘For foth as I you fay.

79

75

3o

85
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Robyn toke the kynges hors,

Haftely in that ftede, 90
And fayd, Syr abbot, by your leve,

A whyle ye muft abyde;

We be yemen of this forefte,
Under the grene wode tre,

We lyve by our kynges dere, 95
Other thyft have not we ;

And ye have chyrches and rentes both,
And gold full grete plente ;
Gyve us fome of your fpendynge,
For faynt Charyte. 100

Than befpake our cumly kynge,
Anone than fayd he,

I brought no more to grene wode,
But forty pounde with me;

I have layne at Notyngham, 1C5
This fourtynyght with our kynge,

And {pent I have full moche good,
On many a grete lordynge ;

And I have but forty pounde,
No more than have I me, 110
But yf 1 had an hondred pounde,
I would geve it to the,
V' g6. Under the grene wode tre. W, V. 112. 1 vouche it

halfe on the. .,

E 2
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Robys toke the forty pounde,
And departed it in two partyes
Halfendell he gave his mery men, 11§
And bad them mery to be.

Full curteysly Robyn gan fay,
Syr, have this for your fpendyng,
We fhall mete a nother day.
Gramercy, than fayd our kynge; 120

But well the greteth Edwarde our kynge,
And fent to the his feale,

And byddeth the com to Notyngham,
Both to mete and mele.

He toke out the brode tarpe, 12§
And fone he lete hym fe;

Robyn coud his courteydy,
‘And fet hym en his kne:

< [ love no man in ali the worlde
So well as I do my kynge,

Welcome is my lordes {eale 3
And, monke, for thy tydynge,

e
b
Q.

Syr abbot, for thy tydynges,
To day thou fhalt dyre with me

For the love of my kynge 3
Under my tryftell tre.”

Cond
N

P. 125. feale. C,
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Forth he lad our comly kynge,
Full fayre by the honde, '

Many a dere there was flayne,
And full faft dyghtande.

Robyn toke a full grete horne,
And loude he gan blowe;

Seven {core of wyght yonge men,
Came redy on a rewe,

All they kneeled on theyr kne,
Full fayre before Robyn.

The kynge fayd hymfelfe untyll,
And {wore by faynt Auftyn,

Here is 2 wonder femely {yght,
Me thynketh, by goddes pyne 3
His men are more at his byddynge,

Then my men be at myn.

Full haftly was theyr dyner idyght,
And therto gan they gone,

140

145

150

They ferved our kynge with al theyr myght, 155

Both Robyn and Lytell Johan.

Anone before our kynge was {et
The fatte venyfon,

The good whyte brede, the good red wyne,

And therto the fyne ale browne.

V., 160, and browne, ¥
B3

160

64
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Make good chere, fayd Robyn,
Abbot, for charyte ; ‘

And for this ylke tydynge,
Blyfled mote thou be.

Now fhalte thou fe what lyfe we lede, 165
Or thou hens wende,

‘Than thou may enfourme our kynge,
Whan ye togyder lende.

Up they fterte all in haft,
- Theyr bowes were {martly bent, 170
Our kynge was never fo fore agaft,

He wende to have be fhente.

"Two yerdes there were up fet,
There to gan they gange ;

By fifty pafe, our kynge fayd, 175
The merkes were to longe,

On every {yde a rofe garlonde,
They fhot under the lyne.

Who fo fayleth of the rofe garlonde, fayd Robyn,
His takyll he fhall tyne, 180

And yelde it to his mayfter,
Be 1t never {o fyne,

For no man wyll I fpare,
So drynke I ale or wyne.
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And bere a buffet on his hede, 185
I wys ryght all bare.

And all that fell in Robyns lote,
He {mote them wonder fare.

Twy{e Robyn fhot aboute, 190
And ever he cleved the wande,

And {o dyde good Gylberte,
With the whyte hand ;

Lytell Johan and good Scathelocke,

For nothyng wolde they fpare, 195
When they fayled of the garlonde,

Robyn fmote them full fare :

At the laft thot that Robyn fhot,
For all his frendes fare,

Yet he fayled of the garlonde, 200
Thre fyngers and mare.

Than befpake good Gylberte,
And thus he gan fay,
Mayfter, he fayd, your takyll is loft,
Stand forth and take your pay. 205

If it be fo, fayd Robyn,
That may no better be ; :
Syr abbot, I delyver the myn arowe,
I pray the, {yr, ferve thou me.
V. 186. A wys. . For that fhall be his fyne. C. V. 193.

good whyte, 7. lilly white. C.

E 4
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It falleth not for myn order, fayd our kynge, z10
Robyn, by thy leve,

For to fmyte no good yeman,
For doute I fholde hym greve.

Smyte on boldely, fayd Robyn,
I give the large leve. 215

Anone our kynge, with that worde,
He folde up his fleve,

And fych a buffet he gave Robyn,
To grounde he yede full nere.

I make myn avowe to god, fayd Robyn, 22¢
Thou arte a ftalworthe frere ;

There is pith in thyn arme, fayd Robyn,
I trowe thou canft well fhote.
Thus our kynge and Robyn Hode
Togeder than they met. 225

Robyn behelde our comly kynge
Wyftly in the face,

So dyde {yr Richarde at the Le,
And kneled downe in that place;

And fo dyde all the wylde outlawes, 230
Whan they fe them knele. ‘
¢¢ My lorde the kynge of Englonde, -
Now I knowe you well,”
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Mercy, then Robyn fayd to our kynge,
Under your tryityll tre,
Of thy goodnefle and thy grace

For my men and me !

Yes, for god, fayd Robyn,
And alio god me fave;;

I atke mercy, my lorde the kynge,
And for my men I crave.

Yes, for god, than fayd our kynge
Thy peticion I graunt the,

With that thou leve the grene wode,
And all thy company ;

And come home, {yr, to my courte,
And there dwell with me.

I make myn avowe to god, fayd Robyn,

And ryght fo fhall it be;

I wyll come to your courte,
Your fervyfe for to fe,

And brynge with me of my men
Seven {core and thare.

But me lyke well your fervyfe,
I come agayne full {oone,

And thote at the donne dere,
As I am wonte to done.

V. 248, And therto fent I me. #.

235

240

245
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255
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THE EIGHTH FYTTE.

" FASTE thouony grene cloth? {ayd our kynge,
That thou wylte fell nowe to me.
Ye, for god, fayd Robyn,
Thyrty yerdes and thre.

Robyn, fayd our kynge, 5
Now pray I the,

To fell me fome of that cloth,
To me and meyne.

Yes, for god, then fayd Robyn,

Or elles I were a fole; 10
A nother day ye wyll me clothe,

I trowe, ayenft the Yole.

The kynge keft of his cote then,
A grene garment he dyde on,

And every knyght had fo, I wys, 15
They clothed them full {foone.

Whan they were clothed in Lyncclne grene,
They keft away theyr graye.

Now we fhall to Notyngham,
All thus our kynge ganfay.

¥. g good. OCC. V. 16. Another had full fone. #
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Theyr bowes bente and forth they went,
Shotynge all in fere,

Towarde the towne of Notyngham,
Outlawes as they were.

Our kynge and Robyn rode togyder, 23
For foth as I you fay,

And they fhote plucke buffet,
As they went by the way;

And many a buffet our kynge wan,

Of Robyn Hode that day; 30
And nothynge fpared good Robyn

Our kynge in his pay. ‘

So god me helpe, fayd our kynge,
Thy game is nought to lere,

I tholde not get a fhote of the, 35
Though I thote all this yere.

All the people of Notyngham
They fiode and behelde,

They fawe nothynge but mantels of grene,
That covered all the telde; 49

"Than every man to other gan fay,
I drede our kynge be {lone;

Come Robyn Hode to the towne, I WY,
On Iyve he leveth not one.

V. 44. Lefie never one. /7,

75
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Full haftly they began to fle, 45
Both yemen and knaves,

And olde wyves that myght evyll goo,
They hypped on theyr ftaves,

The kynge loughe full faft,

And commanded theym agayne ; 50
When they fe our comly kynge,
I wys they were full fayne.

They ete and dranke, and' made them glad,
And fange with notes hye.

"Than befpake our comly kynge 55
To {yr Rycharde at the Lee :

He gave hymr there his londe agayne,
A good man he bad hym be.
Robyn thanked our comly kynge.
And fet hym on his kne. 6o

Had Robyn dwelled in the kynges courte,
But twelve monethes and thre,

That he had fpent an hondred pounde,
And all his meanes fe.

In every place where Robyn came, 63
Ever more he layde downe,

Both for knyghtes and for {quyres,
To gete hym grete renowne,

V. 4q. lughe. W%,
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By than the yere was all agone,
He had no man but twayne
Lytell Johan and good Scathelocke,
Wyth hym all for to gone.

Robyn fawe yonge men fhote,
Full fayre upon a day,

Alas! than fayd good Robyn,
My welthe 1s went away.

Somtyme I was an archere good,
A ftyffe and cke 2 ftronge,

I was commytted the beft archere,
That was in mery Englonde.

Alas! then fayd good Robyn,
Alas and well a woo !

Y f [ dwele lenger with the kynge,
Sorowe wyll me {floo.

Forth than went Robyn Hode,
Tyll he came to our kynge :

«¢ My lorde the kynge of Englonde,
Graunte me myn afkynge.

I made a chapell in Berny{dale,
That {emely i1s to fe,
It is of Mary Magdalene,

And thereto wolde I be ;

70

&4
i

¥, 74. ferre, . 7. 75. commended for. £
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I myght never in this feven nyght,
No tyme to flepe ne wynke,

Nother all thefe feven dayes,
Nother ete ne drynke.

Me longeth fore to Bernyfdale,
I may not be therfro,

Barefote and wolwarde I have hyght
Thyder for to go.”

Yf it be fo, than fayd our kynge,
It may no better be ;

Seven nyght I gyve the leve,
No lengre, to dwell fro me.

Gramercy, lorde, then fayd Robyn,
And fet hym on his kne ;

He toke his leve full 'courtcysly,
To grene wode then went he.

Whan he came to grene wode,
In a mery mornynge,
There he herde the notes fmall,

Of byrdes mery fyngynge.

It is ferre gone, fayd Robyn,
That I was laft here,

Me lyfte a lytell for to fhote,
At the donne dere.

Q0
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130
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Robyn {lewe a full grete harte,
His horne than gan he blow,
That all the outlawes of that foréft,
That horne coud they knowe,

And gadred them togyder,
In a lytell throwe,

Seven fcore of wight yonge men,
Came redy on a rowe ;

And fayre dyde of theyr hodes,
And fet them on theyr kne:
Welcome, they fayd, our mayftér,

Under this grene wode tre.

Robyn dwelled in grene wode,
Twenty yere and two,

For all drede of Edwarde our kynge,
Agayne wolde he not goo.

Yet he was begyled, I WYS,
Through a wycked woman,

‘The pryorefle of Kyrkesly,
That nye was of his kynne,

For the love of a knyght,
Syr Roger of Donkeftér,
That was her owne {peciall,
Full evyll mote they ¢ fare,’

113

Zo

323

13@

¥. 134, donkefley. 7. 7. 136. the. OGC.
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They toke togyder theyr counfell
Robyn Hode for to {le,

And how they myght beft do that dede,
His banis for to be. 140

Than befpake good Robyn,
In place where as he ftede,
To morow I mufte to Kyrkesley,
Craftely to be leten blode.

Syr Roger of Donkeftere, 145
By the pryorefle he lay,

And there they betrayed good Robyn Hode,
Through theyr falfe playe.

Cryft have mercy on his foule,

That dyed on the rode ! 150
For he was a good out lawe,

And dyde pore men moch god.




PR
ROBYN HODE [AND THE POTTER].

This curious, and hitherto unpublifbed, and even un-
beard of old picee is given from a manufiript, among bi/bop
Mores colletions, in the pullic library of the univerfity of
Camlbridge (Ee. 4. 35). The avriting, which is evidently
that of a wvulgar and illiteraté perfon, appears to be of the
age of Henry the fewenth, that is about the year 1500; but
the compofition (which he has irremediably corrupted) is
probably of an earlyer period, and much oldery no doubt,

Vor. L F



82 ROBYN HODE

thar  The play of Robyn Hode,” awhich feems allufive te
the fame flory. At the end of the original is ¢¢ Expleycyt
Robyn Hode."

E N {chomer, when the leves {pryng,
The blofchems on every bowe,

So merey doyt the berdys {yng,

~ Yn wodys merey now.

Herkens, god yemen, S
Comley, cortefley, and god,

On of the beft that yever bar bou,
Hes name was Roben Hode.

Roben Hood was the yemans name,

That was boyt corteys and fre ; 10
For the loffe of owr ladey,

All wemen werfchep ¢ he.’

Bot as the god yeman ftod on a day,
Among hes mery maney,

He was war of a prowd potter, 5
Cam dryfyng owyr the < ley.

Yonder comet a prod potter, feyde Roben,
That long hayt hantyd this wey,
He was never fo corteys a man
On peney of pawage to pay. 2@
Vitz: ye. V.16, lefe. 7, 19, fyde.
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Y met hem bot at Wentbreg, feyde Lytyll John,
And therfor yeffell mot he the,

Seche thre firokes he me gafe,
Yet they cleffe by my feydys.

Y ley forty thillings, feyde Lytyll John, 25
To pay het thes fame day,

Ther ys nat a man among hus all
A wed {chall make hem ley.

Her ys forty fhillings, feyde Roben,

Mor, and thow dar fay, 36
That y {chall make that prowde potter,

A wed to me {chall he ley.

Ther thes money they Ieyd‘e,
They toke het a yeman to kepe;

Roben befor the potter he breyde, 35
¢ And up to hem can lepe.’

Handys apon hes horfe he leyde,
And bad ¢ hem’ ftonde foll ftell.
The potter {chorteley to hem feyde,
Felow, what ys they well ? 40

All thes thre yer, and mor, potter, he feyde,
Thow haft hantyd thes wey,
Yet wer tow never fo cortys a man
One peney of pauage to pay. |
V.21. fyde.  Z.oy. hys. V. 28. leffe, v. g6. A bad
hem flond ftell. 7, 38, the potter. :



BRQE Y N 30 DK

What ys they name ? feyde the potter ;
For pauage thow afke of me.

¢ Roben Hod ys mey name,
A wed {chall thow leffe me.”

Wed well y non leffe, feyde the potter,
Nor pavag well y non pay ;

Awey they honde fro mey horfe;
Y well the tene eyls, be mey fay.

The potter to hes cart he went,
He was not to feke,

A god to-hande ftaffe therowt he hent;,
Befor Roben he ¢lepe.’

Roben howt with a fwerd bent,

A bokeler en hes honde [therto];
"The potter to Roben he went,

And {eyde, Felow, let mey horfe go.

Togeder then went thes two yemen,
Het was a god feyt to fe 5

Therof low Robyn hes men,
Ther they ftod onder a tre.

Leytell John to hes felow he {eyde,
Yend potter welle fteffeley ftonde.

The potter, with a caward ftroke,
Smot the bokeler owt of hes honde ;

V. 56. leppyd.
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And ar Roben meyt get het agen,

Hes bokeler at hes fette, 70
‘The potter yn the neke hem toke,

To the gronde fone he yede.

That faw Roben hes men,
As thay ftode ender a bow :

Let us helpe owr matfter, {feyed Lytell John, 73
Yonder potter els well hem {clo.

Thes yemen went with a breyde,
To ¢ ther’ mafter they cam,

Leytell John to hes mafter feyde,
Ho haet the wager won ? 8o

Schall y haff yowr forty fhillings, feyde Lytel John,
Or ye, mafter, fchall haffe myne ? -
Yeft they wer a hundred, feyde Roben,
Y feythe, they ben all theyne.

Het ys fol leytell cortefey, feyde the potter, 85
As y haffe harde weyfe men faye,

Yeff a por yeman com drywyng ower the wey,
"T'o let hem of hes gorney.

Be mey trowet, thow feys foyt, feyde Roben,
Thow feys god yemenrey ; 90
And thow dreyffe forthe yevery day,
Thow {chalt never be let for me.
V.6g. A, V. 76. feyde hels. 7. 77. went yemen,
7, 78. thes. V. 82. Iytl. V. go. yemerey,
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Y well prey the, god potter,
A felifchepe well thow haffe ?

Geffe me they clothyng, and thow {chalt hafe myne ;

Y well go to Notynggam.

Robyn went to Notynggam,

~ Thes pottes for to fell ;

The potter abode with Robens men,
Ther he fered not eylle.

Y grant therto, feyde the potter,

~ Thow fchalt feynde me a felow gode ;
Bot thow can. fell mey pottes well,

- Com ayen as thow yode, o

Nay, be mey trowt, feyde Roben,
And then' y befcro mey hede,

Yeffe y bryng eney pottes ayen,
And eney weyffe well hem chepe.

Than fpake Leytell John,
And all hes felowhes heynd,

160

%3

110

Malfter, be well war of the fcreffe of Notynggam,

For he ys leytell howr frende.

Thorow the helpe of howr ladey,
Felowhes, let me alone ;

Heyt war howte, {feyde Roben,

- To Notynggam well y gon.

V. 101, grat. V. 104, yede,
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Tho Roben droffe on hes wey,
So merey ower the londe.
Heres mor and affter ys to faye,
The beft ys bcheynde, 1z0

[ THE skconD FIT, ]

HEN Roben cam to Notynggam,
The foyt yef y {cholde faye,
He fet op hes horfe anon,

And gaffe hem hetys and haye.

¥n the medys of the towne, 125
Ther he {chowed hes war,

Pottys! pottys ! he gan crey foll fone,
Haffe hanfell for the mar.

Foll effen ageneft the fcreffeys gate,

Schowed he hes chaffar ; 130
Weyftes and wedowes abowt hem drow,

And chepyd faft of hes war.

Yet, Pottys, gret chepe! creyed Robyn,
Y loffe yeffell thes to ftonde.
And all that {aw hem feli, 135
Seyde he had be no potter long.
}. 135, fay.
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"The pottys that wer werthe pens feyffe,
He {folde tham for pens thre :

Preveley feyde man and weyfte,
Ywnder potter fchall never the.

Thos Roben folde foll faft,
Tell he had pottys bot feyfte ;
Op he hem tpke of his car,
And fende hem to the fcreffeys weyfte.

Therof {che was foll fayne,
Gereamarfey, fir, than feyde {che,

‘When ye com to thes contre ayen,

Y {chall bey of ¢ they’ pottys, fo mot, y the.

Ye fchall haffe of the beft, feyde Roben,
And fwar be the treneyté.

Foll corteysley < fhe’ gan hem call,

~ Com deyne with the fcrefe and me.

Godamarfey, feyde Roben,
Yowr bedyng fchall be doyn.
A mayden yn the pottys gan ber,
Roben and the {crefte weyffe folowed anon.

Whan Roben ynto the hall cam,
The {crefte {one he met,

The potter cowed of corteyfey,
And {one the fcreffe he gret.

1 .,}b

160

7. 146. feyde {che {” than. V. 148. the, ¥ d51: Be,



[AND. THE POTTER]. 89

¢¢ Loketh what thes potter hayt geffe yow and me,
Feyfte pottys fmalle and grete !

He ys fol wellcom, feyd the fcreffe,
Let os was, and ¢ go’ to mete.

As they fat at her methe, 165
With a nobell cher, :

Two of the fcreffes men gan fpeke
Off a gret wagér,

Was made the thother daye,

Off a {chotyng was god and feyne, 370
Off forty fhillings, the {foyt to faye,

Who fcholde thes wager wen.

Styll than fat thes prowde potter,
Thos than thowt he,

As yam a trow Cerftyn man, 175
Thes {chotyng well y fe.

Whan they had fared of the bef,
With bred and ale and weyne,
To the ¢ bottys they’ made them preft,
With bowes and boltys foll feyne, 18¢

The fcreffes men {chot foll faft,
As archares that weren godde,
V. 161, Lofeth, V. 164. to, YV, 169.170. Thefe two

lines are tranfpofed in the MS, V. 179. pottysthe. 7. 180,
bolt yt.
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Ther cam non riér ney the marke
Bey halfe a god archases bowe.

Stell then flod the prowde potter, 185
Thos than feyde he,

* And y had a bow, be the rode,

On fchot {cholde yow fe.

Fhow {chall haffe a bow, {eyde the ferefte,

"The beft that thow well cheys of thre ; 3QE
Thow femyflt a ftalward and a fironge,.

Afay fchall thow be.

"The {creffe comandyd a yeman that ftod hem bey
. Affter bowhes to wende ;
The beft bow that the yeman browthe 195

Roben fet on a ftryng:

@ Now fchall y wet and thow be god,
And polle het op to they ner.”
So god me helpe, feyde the prowde potier,
Thys ys bot rygzt weke ger. 200

To a quequer Roben went,
A god bolt owthe he toke,

So ney on to the marke he went,
He fayled nota fothe.

¥ g1, fenyhi.
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All they {chot abowthe agen,

" The fcreffes men and he,

OfF the marke he welde not fayle,
He cleffed the prcl;e on thre.

The fcreffes men thowt gret {chame,
~ The potter the maftry wan ;
The fcreffe lowe and made god game,
And feyde, Potter, thow art a man ;
Thow art worthey to ber a bowe,
Yn what plas that thow ¢ gang.’

¥'n mey cart y haffe a bowe,
Forfoyt, he feyde, and that a godde;
¥Yn mey cart ys the bow |
That < I had of Robyn Hode.’

Knoweft thow Robyn Hode? feyde the fcreffe,

Potter, y preyothe tell thou me.

¢¢ A hundred torne y haffe fchot with hem,

Under hes tortyll tre.”

91

205

zlg

220

Y had lever nar a hundred ponde, feyde the {creffe,

And {war be the trenite,

[Y had lever nar a hundred ponde, he feyde, ] 22§

That the fals owtelawe ftod be me.

And ye well do afftyr mey, red, feyde the potter,

And boldeley go with me,

V. 214. goe. V. 218. that Robyng gaffe me,
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And to morow, or we het bred,
Roben Hode wel we fe.

Y well queyt the, kod the fcreffe,
And {wer be god of meythe.
Schetyng thay left, and hom they went,
Her fcoper was redey deythe,

Upon the morow, when het was day,
He botkyd hem forthe to reyde ;

The potter hes carte forthe gan ray,
And wolde not [be] leffe beheynde.

He toke leffe of the fcreffys wyffe,
And thankyd her of all thyng :
¢ Dam, for mey loffe, and ye well thys wer,
Y geffe yow her a golde ryng.”
Gramarley, feyde the weyffe,
Sir, god eylde het the,
The fcreffes hart was never {o leythe,
The feyr foreft to fe.

And when he cam ynto the foreyft,
Yonder the lefies grene,

Berdys ther fange on bowhes preft,
Het was gret goy to fene.

Her het ys merey to be, feyde Roben,
For a man that had hawt to fpende :

V. 232, mey they. V. 251, fc.
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Be mey horne ¢ we’ fchall awet
Yeff Roben Hede be < ner hande??

Roben fet hes horne to hes mowthe;
And blow a blaft that was foll god,

That herde hes men that ther flode,
Fer downe yn the wodde.

I her mey mafter, feyde Lieytyll John :
They ran as thay wer wode.

Whan thay to thar mafler cam,
Leytell John weld not {par :

¢ Matfter, how haffe yow far yn Notynggam?
¢ Haffe yow folde yowr war #”

“ Ye, be mey trowthe, Lieytyll John;
Loke thow take no car;

Y haffe browt the fcreffe of Notynggam,
For all howr chaffar.”

He ys foll wellcom, feyde Lytyll John,
Thes tydyng ys foll godde.

The {creffe had lever nar a hundred ponde
[He had never fene Roben Hode].

¢« Had I weft that beforen,
At Notynggam when we wer,
Thow {cholde not com yn feyr foreft
Of all thes thowfande eyr.

VY. 254. he, Y. 255, her. V. 259. For. L
How hafle. 7. 266. 1 levty, V. 274. He had wefl,
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That wot y well, feyde Roben,
Y thanke god that y be her;

Therfor {chall ye leffe yowr horfe with hos,
And all your hother ger.

"That fend I godys forbode, kod the {creffe,
So to lefe mey godde.

¢ Hether ye cam on horfe foll hey;
And hom fchall ye go on fote ;

And gret well they weyite at home,
The woman ys foll godde.

Y fchall her fende a wheyt palffrey,
Het hambellet as the weynde ;
Ner for the loffe of yowr weyfte,
Off mor forow fcholde yow {eyng.”

Thes parted Robyn Hode and the {creffes
To Notynggam he toke the waye ;

Hes weyffe feyr welcomed hem hom,
And to hem gan {che faye :

Seyr, how haffe yow fared yn grene foreyft ?

Haffe ye browt Roben hom?

280

24o

295

«¢ Dam, the deyell {pede hem, bothe bodey and bon,

Y haffe hade a foll grete fkorne.

V. 279. that ye be. 7. 284.y. V. 288. The MS. repeat?
#his line after the following i Het ambellet be mey fey.
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Of all the god that y haffe lade to grene wod,

He hayt take het fro me,
All bot this feyr palfirey,
That he hayt fende to the,”

With that {che toke op a lowde lawhyng,
And fwhar be hem that deyed on tre,

Now haffe yow payed for all the pottys
"That Roben gaffe to me.

Now ye be com hom to Notynggam,
Ye {chall haffe god ynowe.”
Now fpeke we of Roben Hode,

And of the pottyr ender the grene bowhe,

<« Potter, what was they pottys worthe
To Notynggam that y ledde with me #
They wer worth two nobellys; feyd he,
So mot y treyffe or the ;
So cowde y had for tham,
And y had ther be.

Thow fchalt hafe ten ponde, feyde Rober,
Of money feyr and fre ;

And yever whan thow comeft to grene wod,

Wellcom, potter, to me.

V. 311, bewhes. 7. 317- be thets

£71

tr3
g

34

328



ROBYN HODE
Thes partyd Robyn, the {creffe, and the potters
Ondernethe the grene wod tre.

God haffe merfey on Roben Hodys folle,
And faffe all god yemanrey !-




= i NN
~ ’;\\\\\T\\ Canpeiineane W AR
Ny

II1.
ROBIN HOOD AND THE BEGGAR.

This poere, a north country (or, perbaps, Scotifb) compo-
Sition of [ome antiquity, is given from a modern copy printed

at Newcafile, avhere the editor accidentally picked it up : no

other having, to bis knowlege, been ever fien or heard of-
The corruptions of the prefs being equally numerous and
minute, fome of the mof? trifling hawve been correcled avithont
notice. But it may be proper to mention that each line of the
printed copy is here thrown into two: a Slcp which, though
a/y,}lzzfrb' necellary from the narrownefs of the page, is fuf-
Jiciently juftified by the frequent recuvrence of the double rime.
The divifion of flanzas avas conceived to be a Sl further
improvement.—T he original title is, ‘¢ A pretty dialogue
beiw:xt Robin Hood and a beggar.’’
YTH and liften, gentlemen,
That be of high born blood,
Pl tell you of a brave booting

That befell Robin Hood.
Yog ok G

o




ROBIN HOOD

Robin Hood upon a day,
He went forth him alone,
And as he came from Barnfdale
Into fair evening,

He met a beggar on the way,
Who fturdily could gang ;

He had a pike-flaff in his hand
That wasboth ftark and ftrang ;

A clouted clock about him was,
That held him frae the cold,

The thinneft bit of it, I guefs,
Was more then twenty fold.

His meal-poke hang about his neck,
Into a leathern whang,

Well faften’d to a broad bucle,
That was both ftark and ¢ firang.’

He had three hats upon his head,
Together fticked faft,

He car’d neither for wind nor wet,
In lands where’er he paft.

Good Robin caft him in the way,
* To fee what he might be,
If any beggar had monéy,

He thought fome part had he,

V.24, wher’e.
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AND THE BEGGAR:
Tarry, tarry, good Robin fays,
Tarry, and {peak with me.

He heard him as he heard him not,
And faft on his way can hy.

"Tis be not {o, fays [good] Robin,
Nay, thou muft tarry fHill.

By my troth, faid the bold beggir,
Of that I have no will.

It 1s far to my lodging houfe,
And it is growing late,

If they have fupt e’er I come in
I will look wondrous blate.

Now, by my truth, fays good Robin,
I fee well by thy fare,

If thou fhares well to thy fupper;
Of mine thou doft not care,

Who wants my dinner all this day,
And wots not where to ly,

And would I to the tavern g9, .
I want money to buy.

Sir, you muft lend me fome money.
Till we meet again.
The beggar anfwer’d cankardly,
I have no money to lend.
G 2



ROBIN HOOD.,

Thou art a young man as I,
And feems to be as fweer 3

If thou faft till thou get from me,
Thou fhalt eat none this year.

Now, by my truth, fays [good] Robin,
Since we are afembled fo,

If thou has but a {fmall farthing,
I’ll have it ¢’er thou go.

Come, lay down thy clouted cloak,
And do no longer ftand,

And loofe the ftrings of all thy pokes,
I’ll ripe them with my hand.

And now to thee I make a vow,
If < thow’ make any din,
I {hall fee a broad arrow,

Can pierce a beggar’s fkin.

The beggar fmil’d, and anfwer made,
Far better let me be ;

Think not that I will be afraid,
For thy nip crooked tree;

Or that I fear thee any whit,
For thy curn nips of fticks,
I know no ufe for them {O meet

As to be puding-pricks.

60
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AND. THE BEGGAR.

Here I defy thee to do me ll,
For all thy boifterous fair,
Thou’s get nothing from me but ill,
Would’ft thou feck evermair.

Gpod Robin bent his noble bow,
He was an angery man,

And in it fet a broad arrow 3
Lo! €’er ’twas drawn a {pan,

"The beggar, with his noble tree,
Reach’d him {o round a rout,
That his bow and his broad arrdw

In flinders flew about.

Good Robin bound him to his brand,
But that prov’d likewife vain,

The beggar lighted on his hand
With his pike-ftaff again

[I] wot he might not draw a fword
For forty days and mair.

Good Robin could not fpeak a word,
His heart was ne’er o fair,

He could not fight, he could not flce,
He wift not what to do ;
The beggar with his noble tree
Laid lofty flaps him to.
G3
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ROBIN HOOD

He paid good Robin back and fide,
And baift him up and down,

And with his pyke-ftaff laid on loud,
Till he fell in a fwooon.

Stand up, man, the beggar faid,
>Tis thame to go to reft;

Stay till thon get rby money told,
I think it were the beft :

“And fyne go to the tavern houfe,

And buy both wine and ale ;
Hereat thy friends will crack full croufe,
Thou haft been at the dale.

Good Robin anfwer’d ne’er a word,
But lay ftill as a ftane ;

His cheeks were palé as any clay,
And clofed were his een.

The beggar thought him dead but fail,
And boldly bound his way,—

I would ye had been at the dale,
And gotten part of the play.

V. 116. clofd. We might read :
And clos’d were [baith] his cen,
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AND THE BEGG AR.

THE SECOND PART,

- OW three of Robin’s men, by chance,
N Came walking by the way,
And found their mafter in a trance,

On ground where that he lay.

Up have they taken good Robin, g
Making a pitious bear,

Yet faw they no man there at whom
They might the matter {fpear.

They looked him all round about,

But wound on him faw ¢ nane’, io
Yet at his mouth came bocking out

The blood of a good vain.

Cold water they have gotten fyne,
And caft unto his face ;

Then he began to hitch his ear, 15
And fpeak within fhort fpace.

Tell us, dear mafter, faid his men,
How with you ftands the cafe.
Good Robin figh’d ¢’er he began
To tell of his difgrace. 20
G 4
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¢« T have been watchman in this wood
Near hand this twenty year,

Yet I was never fo hard beftead
As ye have found me here ;

A beggar with a clouted clock,
Of whom I fear’d no 1ll

Hath with his pyke-fiaff cla’d my back,

I fear’twill never be well.

See, where he goes o’er yon hill,
With hat upon his head ;

If e’er ye lov’d your mafter well,
Go now revenge this deed ;

And bring him back again to me,
If it lie in your might,

That I may fee, before I die,
Him punifh’d in my fight :

And if you may not bring him back,
Let him not go loofe on ;

For to us all it were great thame
If he efcape again,”

¢« One of us fhall with you remain,
Becaufe you’re ill at eafe,

T'he other two fhall bring him back,
‘To ufe him as you pleafe.”
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AND THE BEGGAR., 10§

Now, by my truth, fays good Robin, 45
I true there’s enough faid ; 33
And he get {couth to wield his tree,
I fear you’ll beth be paid.

¢¢ Be not fear’d, our maftér,

That we two can be dung 50
With any blater bafe beggar,

That has nought but a rung.

His faff fhall fand him in no ftead,
That you {hall fhortly fee,

But back again he fhall be led, 535
And faft bound fhall he be,

To fee if yc will have him {lain,
Or hanged on a tree.”

¢¢ But caft you fhely in hlS way,

Before he be aware, = o 66
And on his pyke-ftaff firft hands lay,

Ye'll fpeed the better far.”

Now leave we Robin with his man,
Again to play the child,

And learn himfelf to ftand and gang '
By halds, for all his eild.

Now pafs we to the bold beggar,
That raked o’er the hill,
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Who never mended his pace more, ‘
Then he had done no iil. 70

.' ° ° - ° . 2 o
And they have taken another way,
#Was nearer by miles three.

They floutly ran with all their might,
Spared neither dub ¢ nor’ mire,

They flarted at neither how nor height, 75
No travel made them tire,

T1ll they before the beggar wan,
And caft them in his way ;
A little wood lay in a glen, -
And there they both did ftay 5 8o

"They ftood up clofely by a tree,
In each fide of the gate,

Untill the beggar came them nigh,
That thought of no fuch late:

And as he was betwixt them paft, 85
“They leapt upon him baith ;
The one his pyke-ftaff gripped faft,
They feared for its tkaith.

"The other hé held in his fight
A drawen durk to his breaft, go

¥.7r. The preceding lines of this flanxa are wanting in the original,



AND THE BEGGAR. 107

And faid, Falfe ¢ carel,’ quit thy ftaff;
Or I fhall be thy prieft. .

His pyke-ftaff they have taken him frae,
And ftuck it in the green,

He was full loath to let it gae, Q5
An better might it been.

The beggar was the feardeft man
Of any that e’er might be,
To win away no way he can,
Nor help him with his tree. 10D

Nor wift he wherefore he was ta’en,
Nor how many was there ;

He thought his life days had been gane,
He grew into difpair.

Grant me my life, the beggar faid, 103
For him that dy’d on the tree,

And hold away that ugly knife,
Or elfe for fear I’ll die.

I griev’d you never in all my life,

Neither by late or air, 110
You have great fin if you would flay

A filly poor beggar.

'T'hou lies, falfe lown, they faid again,
For all that may be {worn ;

Thou haft ¢ near’ flain the gentleft man 113
Of one that e’er was born;



ROBIN HCOB-.

And back. again thou fhall be led,
And faft bound fhalt thou be,

To fee if he will have thee {lain,
Or hanged on a tree.

"The beggar thenthought all' was wreng,
‘They were fet for his wrack,

He {aw nothing appearing then,
But ill upoa warfe back.

Were he out of their hands, he thought,

©7And had again his tree,

e fhould not be led back for nought,
With fuch as he did fee.

Then he bethought him on a wile,

If it could take effe&,
How he might the young men beguile,
4“And give them a begeck.

‘Thus to do them fhame for 1ll.
His beaftly breaft was bent,

He found the wind blew fomething fhrill
To furthez his intent.

b

He faid, Brave gentlemen, be good,
And let a poor man be ;

When ye have taken a beggar’s blood,
It helps you not a flee.

V. 132, gave. begacks
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AND THE BEGG AR,

It was but in my own defence,
1f he has gotten fkaith ;

But I will make a recompence
Is better for you baith,

If ye will fet me fair and free, 143
And do me no more dear,

An hundred pounds I will you give,
And much more odd filver,

5=
(V]

That I have gather’d this many years,

Under this clouted cloak, 150
And hid up wonder privately,

In bottom of my poke.

The young ‘men to the council yeed,
And let the beggar gae ; ;
They wift full well he had no fpeed 155

¥rom them to run-away.

They thought they would the money take,
Come after what {fo may ;

And yet they would not take him back,
Bat in that place him flay. 160

By that good Robin would not know
That they had gotten coin,

It would content him [well] to fhow
That there they had him {lain,

V. 153. yeem
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110 ROBIN HOOD
They faid, Falfe carel, foon have done, 163
And tell forth thy money,

For the ill turn that thou haft done
It’s but a fimple plee.

And yet we will not have thee back,

Come after what fo may, 170
¥ thou will do that which thou fpak,

And make us prefent pay.

O then he loofed his clouted clock,
And {pread it on the ground,

And thereon lay he many a poke, 178
Betwixt them and the wind.

He took a great bag from his hals,
It was near full of meal,
Two pecks in it at leaft there was,
And more, I wot full well. 180

Upon this cloak he fet it down,
The mouth he opened wide,

To turn the fame he made him bown,
The young men ready {py’d ;

In every hand he took a nook 185
Of that great leathren ¢ mail,’

And with a fling the meal he fhook
Into their face all hail :

F.171. fpoks V. 177. half. V., 183, bound. 7. 186, bag.



AND THEBEGCGGAR

Wherewith he blinded them {o clofe, -
A ftime they could not fee;

And then in heart he did rejoice,
And clap’d his lufty tree.

He thought if he had done them wrong;
In mealing of their cloaths,

For to ftrike off the meal again
With his pyke-ftaff he goes.

E’er any of them could red their een,
Or a glimmring might fee,

Ilke one of them a dozen had,
Well laid on with his tree.

The young men were right {wift of foot,
And boldly bound away,

The beggar could them no more hit,
For all the hafte he may.

What’s all this hafte? the beggar faid,
May not you tarry fill,

Untill your money be received ?
I’ll pay you with good will.

The fhaking of my pokes, I fear,
Hath blown into your een;

But I have a good pyke-ftaff here
Canripe them out full clean.

V. 194. tloath, 7, 206. thou.
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The young men anfwered never a word,
They were dum as a ftane;

In the thick wood the beggar fled, 215
E’er they riped their een :

And fyne the night became {o late,
To feek him was in vain ;
But judge ye if they looked blate
When they cam home again. 2200

Good Robin {peer’d how they had fped.
They anfwered him, Full ill.

That can not be, good Robin fays,
Ye have been at the mill.

The mill it is a meat rife part, 225
They may lick what they pleafe,

Moft like ye have been at the art,
Who would look at your ¢ claiths.’

"They hang’d their heads, they drooped down,
A word they could not {peak. 230
Robin faid, Becaufe I fell a {found,
I think ye’ll do the like.

Tell on the matter, lefs or more,
And tell me what and how
Ye have done with the bold beggar 27

(V8
v

I fent you for right now.

V. 221, fpeed, V. 228, cloaths.



AND THE BEGGAR,

And when they told him to an end,
As i have faid before, :

How that the beggar did them blind,
What mifters prefles more ?

And how in the thick woods he fled,
E’er they a ftime could fee ;

And how they fcarcely eould win home,
Their bones were baite fo fore;

Good Robin cry’d, Fy ! out! for thame!
We’re tham’d for evermore.

Altho good Robin would full fain
Of his wrath revenged be,

He {mil’d to fee his merry young men
Had gotten a tafte of the tree.

VoL 1. H
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IV.

ROBIN HOOD AND GUY OF GISBORNE,

is reprinted from the ¢ Religues 'of ancient Englifh
poctry,” publifbed by Dr. Percy, (Pol I p. 81.) avho there
gives it from bis ¢* folio B8’ as ¢ ncwer before printed,
and ¢ carrying’ marks of much greater antiquity than any
of the common Popular fongs on this fubjelt :” [entiments,
to which, if the authority be genuine, and the publication
Sfaithful, (both ahich, by the way, they who are acquainted
avith Dr. Percys booky will have [ufficient reafon to doubt,)
the prefent editor bas nothing to object.

As for Guy of Gisborne, the only further memorial
awhich has occured concerning him is in an old fatyrical



ROBIN HOOD, BTE,  ¥ig
piece &y William Dunbar, a celebrated Scotifb poety of the
15th century, on one % Schir Thomas Nory,” (MS,
Maitland, p. 3. MSS. More, Ll g. 10.) awbere be is
named aldng  avith our hero, Adam Bell, and other
worthies, it is conjeured, of a fimilar Seampy but whofe
wmerits have woty lefs fortunately, come to the knowlege of
pofterity.

“ Was newir WETLD ROBEINE vnder bewchy
4 Nor zitt Roger of Clekkinflewch,
““ So bauld a bairne as be s
“ Gy oF GYSBURNE, na Allane Bell,
¢ Na Simones fones of Dubynfell,
““ Off thocht war neuir o flie.”
Gisborne is a market town in the avef? riding of the
county of York, on the botders of Lancafbires

H AN fhaws beene fheene, and fhraddes full fayre,
And leaves both large and longe,
Itt’s merrye walkyng in the fayre forraft
To heare the {fmall birdes {fonge.

The woodweele fang, and wold not ceafe, 5
Sitting upon the {praye,

Soe lowde, he wakened Robin Hood,
In the greenwood where he lay.

V.1. It fbould perbaps be fwards : i.e. the furface of the
ground : viz. * when the fields are in their beauty.”” PRRCY,
Rather, (hrobbes (/brubs ). The plural of {ward was never ufed

by any writer whatever,

H z
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Now, by my faye, fayd jollye Robin,
A {weaven I had this night;

I dreamt me of tow wighty yemen,
That faft with me can fight.

Methought they did me beate and binde,
And tooke my bowe me froe ;

Iff I be Robin alive in this lande,
Ile be wroken on them towe.

Sweavens are {wift, fayd Lyttle John,
As the wind blowes over the hill ;
For iff itt be never fo loude this night,

To-morrow it may be ftill.

¢t Bufke yee, bowne yee, my merry men all,
And John fhall goe with mee,

For Ile goe feeke yond wighty yeomen,
In greenwood where they bee.”

Then they caft on theyr gownes of grene,
And tooke theyr bowes each one ;
And they away to the greene forreft
A fhooting forth are gone;

Untill they came to the merry greenwood,
Where they had gladdeft to bee,
There they were ware of a wight yeoman,

That leaned agaynft a tree.
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AND GUY OF GISBORNE. II'I

A {word and a dagger he wore by his fide,
Of manye a man the bane;

And he was clad in his capull hyde 35
Topp and tayll and mayne.

Stand ftill, mafter, quoth Little John,
Under this tree fo grene,
And I will go to yond wight yeoman,
To know what he doth meane. 40

“ Ah! John, by me thou fetteft noe ftore,
And that I farley finde;

How often {end I my men before,
And tarry my felfe behinde ?

It is no cunning a knave to ken, ; 45"
And a man but heare him fpeake ;

And it were not for burfting of my bowe,
John, I thy head wold breake.”

As often wordes they breeden bale,

So they parted Robin and John : 5@
And John is gone to Barnefdale ;

The gates he knoweth eche one,

But when he came to Barnefdale,
Great heavinefie there he hadd,
For he found tow of his own fellowes, 55
Were flaine hoth in a {lade.
H 3
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And Scarlette he was flying a-foote
Faft over ftocke and ftone,

For the proud fheriffe with feven {core men
Faft after him is gone.

One fhoote now I will fhoote, quoth John,
With Chrift his might and mayne;

Ile make yond fheriffe that wends {oe faft,
To ftopp he fhall be fayne.

Then John bent up his long bende-bowe,
And fetteled him to fhoote :

The bow was made of tender boughe,
And fell downe at his foote.

§¢ Woe worth, woe worth thee, wicked wood,
That ever thou grew on a tree !

For now this day thou art my bale,
My boote when thou fhold bee.”

His fhoote it was but loofely fhott,
Yet flewe not the arrowe in vaine,

For itt mett one of the fheriffes men,
And William a Trent was flaine.

It had bene better of William a Trent
T'o have bene abed with forrowe,

Than to be that day in the greenwood {lade
To meet with Little Johns arrowe.
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AND GUY OF GISBORNE., 1IIg

But as it 1s faid, when men be mett
Fyve can doe more than three,
The fheriffe hath taken Little John,
And bound him faft to a tree,

¢¢ Thou fhalt be drawen by dale and downe, .85
And hanged hye on a hill.”

But thou mayft fayle of thy purpofe, quoth John,
If it be Chrift his will.

Lett us leave talking of Little John,
And thinke of Robin Hood, 99
How he is gone to the wight yeoman, :
Where under the leaves he ftood.

Good morrowe, good fellowe, fayd Robin fo fayre,
Good morrowe, good fellow, quo’ he :

,Methinke_s by this bowe thou beares in thy hande, g5
A good archere thoa fholdft bee.

I am wilfulle of my waye, quo’ the yeman,
And of my morning tyde,
Ile lead thee through the wood, fayd Robin 3
Good fellow, lle be thy guide. 100

V.94. Dr. Percy, by the marks be. has beffowed on 1his line,

Jeems to confider it as the yeomans reply : but it Jfeems rather &

repetition of Robins cumplimentary addrefse
H 4



320 ROBIN HOOD

I feeke an outlawe, the ftraunger fayd,
Men call him Robin Hood ;
- Rather Ild meet with that proud outliwe
Than fortye pound foe gocd.

« Now come with me, thou wighty yeman, 105
And Robin thou foone fhalt {ee :

But firft let us fome paftime find
Under the greenwood tree.

- Firlt let us fome maflerye make
Among the woods fo even, 110
We may chance to meet with Robin Hood
Here at fome unfett fteven.”

They cutt them down two {fummer fhroggs,
That grew both under a breere,

And fett them threefcore rood in twaine, 115
To fhoote the prickes y-fere.

Leade on, good fellowe, quoth Robin Hood,
Leade on, I do bidd thee.

Nay, by my faith, good fellowe, hee fayd,
My leader thou fhalt bee. 120

The firft time Robin fhot at the pricke,
He mift bot an inch it fro:

The yeoman he was an archer g~~"
But he cold never do foe.



AND GUY OF GISBORNE.

The fecond fhoote had the wightye yeman,
He fhot within the garland :

But Robin he fhott far better than hee,
For he clave the good pricke-wande.

A blefling upon thy heart, he fayd ;
Good fellowe, thy fhooting is goode ;

For an thy hart be as good as thy hand,
Thou wert better than Robin Hoode.

Now tell me thy name, good fellowe, fayd he,

Under the leaves of lyne.
Nay, by my faith, quoth bold Robin,
Till thou have told me thine.

I dwell by dale and downe, quoth hee,
And Robin to take Ime {worne ;

And when I am called by my right name
I am Guy of good Gifborne.

My dwelling is in this wood, {fayes Robin,
By thee I fet right nought :

1 am Robin Hood of Barnéidale,
Whom thou {o long haft fought.

He that had neyther beene kythe nor kin,
Might have feen a full fayre fight,

To {ee how together thefe yeomen went
With blades both browne and bright.
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22 ROBIN HOOD

To fee how thefe yeomen together they fought
Two howres of a fummers day : 150
Yett neither Robin Hood nor fir Guy
Them fettled 1o flye away.

Robin was reachles on a roote,
And ftumbled at that tyde ;

And Guy was quicke and nimble withall, 155
And hitt him upon the fyde.

Ah, deere ladye, fayd Robin Hood tho,
That art but mother and may,
I think it was never mans deftinye

To dye before his day, 160

Robin thought on our ladye deere,
And foone leapt up againe,

And ftrait he came with a[n] awkwarde ftroke
And he fir Guy hath {layne.

V. 163. awkwarde | So, according to Percy, reads his MS. He
bas altered it to ¢ backward.’

V. 164. The title of Sir, Dr. Percy fays, was not Sormerly pecus
liar to knights ; it was given to priefis, and fometimes to very inferior
perfonages. If the text did not feem 1o be in Savour of the latter
part of this affertion, one might reafonably queflion its truth., Anoe
ther inflance, at leaft, it is believed, admitting this to be oney, which

is by no means certain, could nat be produced.,



AND 'SHNYTOE 6 KSR ORNE,

He took fir Guys head by the hayre,
And ftuck it upon his bowes end :

¢ Thou haft beene a traytor all thy life,
Which thing muft have an end.”

Robin pulled forth an Irifh knife,
And nicked fir Guy in the face,

"That he was never on woman born
Cold know whofe head it was,

Sayes, Lye there, lye there, now fir Guye,
And with me be not wrothe ;

Iff thou have had the worft ftrokes at my hand,
Thou fhalt have the better clothe,

Robin did off his gown of greene,
And on {ir Guy did throwe,
And he paut on that capull hyde,
That cladd him topp to toe.

¢« Thy bowe, thy arrowes, and little horne,
" Now with me I will beare;
For I will away to Barnéldale,

To fee how my men-doe fare.”

Robin Hood fett Guyes horne to his mouth,
And a loude blaft in 1t did blow :

That beheard the fheriffe of Nottingham,
As he leaned under a lowe.
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Hearken, hearken, fayd the fheriffe,

I heare nowe tydings good, 190
For yonder I heare fir Guyes horne blow,

And he hath flaine Robin Hoode.

Yonder I heare fir Guyes horne blowe,
. Itt blowes foe well in tyde,
" And yonder comes that wightye yeoman, 195
Cladd in his capull hyde.

Come hyther, come bhyther, thou good fir Guy,
Afke what thou wilt of mee.

O I will none of thy gold, fayd Robin,

~ Nor I will none of thy fee: 200

But now I have flaine the mafler, he {ayes,
Let me goe ftrike the knave;

For this is all the meede I afke;
None other rewarde I’le have,

Thou art a2 madman, fayd the ftheriffe, 205
Thou fholdft have had a knightes fee :

But feeing thy atking hath beene foe bad,
Well granted it thal bee.

When Little John heard his mafter fpeake.

“Well knewe he it was his fteven : 210
Now fhallnl be loofet, quoth Little John,

With Chrift his might in heaven.



AND GUY OF GISBORNE. 12§

Faft Robin hee hyed him to Little John,
" He thought to loofe him blive ;

“The fheriffe and all his companye 215
- Faft after him can drive.

Stand abacke, ftand abacke, fayd Robin 3
Why draw you mee {o neere?
It was never the ufe in our countryg,
* Ones fhrift another fhold heere. 220

But Robin pulled forth an Irifh knife,
"And lofed John hand and foote,

And gave him fir Guyes bow into his hand,
And bade it be his boote.

Then John he took Guayes bow in his hand, 225
His boltes and arrowes eche one :

When the fheriffe faw Little John bend his bow,
He fettled him to be gone.

Towards his houfe in Nottingham towne,
He fled full falt away ; ;

And foe did all the companye :
Not one behind wold ftay.

230

But he cold neither runne foe faft,
Nor away foe faft cold ryde,

But Little John with an arrowe foe broad, 235
He fhott him into the ¢ backe’-fyde. '

¥.236, Sic PC. quere the MS,
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A
TRUE TALE OF ROBIN HOOD: -
OR,

A briefe touch of the life and death of that renowned
putlaw Robert earl of Huntingdon, vulgarly called Ro-
bin Hoed, who lived and dyed in A. D. 1198.* being
the gth year of king Richard the firlt, commonly called
Richard Ceeur de Lyon.

Carefully colle®ted out of the truef® writers of our
Enghth €hronicles: .and puablithed for the fatisfaction
of thofe who defire trath from falshood.

BY MARTIN PARKER.

* An abfurd mifiake, JSearcely aworth notice in this place, and

which the resder will have it in bis own power 19 correéd,



OF ROBIN HOOD. 127

This poenty given from an edition in black lettery printed
for L. Clarke, W. Thackeray; and T. Paffinger, 1686,
remaining in the curious library left by Authony a Wood,
appears to have been firft entered on the hall-book of the
Sationers company, the 29th of February, 1631,

Martin Parker was a great writer of ballads, feveral
of which, with his initials fuljoined, are flill extant in the
Pepyfian and other collections.  (See ¢ Aucient Songs,”
1990, p. 239.) Dr. Percy mentions a little mifcellany
intitled, ¢ The garland of withered rofes, by Martin Par-
ker, 1656, The editor basy likewife, jeen ¢ The nights
ingale awarbling forth her own difafier, or the rape of
Philomela: newly avritten in Englifh werfe by Martin
Parker, 1632;” and, on the 24:h. of November, 1640,
Mpr. Oulton enters, at Stationers hall, ** a book called
The trae fory of Guy ecarle of PVar»uﬁcK*e, in profe, by
Martyn Parker.”

At the end of this poem the anthor adds ¢ The epitapl
avhich the priorefs of the monaflry of Kirkslay in York/bire
fet over Robin Hood, ahich,”’ he fays, ‘¢ (as is before
mentioncd) avas to be read avithin thefe bundred years, though
in old broken Englifb, much to the fame fence and meaning”’
He gives it thus:

<« Decembris quarto die, 1198, anno regni Richardi
primi 9.

¢ Robert earl of Huntington
$¢ Lies under this little flone,
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¢ No archer was like him fo good ;

¢ His wildnefs named bim Robin Hood;

¢ Full thirteen years, and fomething more,

¢ Thefe northern parts be vexed fore ;

¢ Such outlaws as he and his men

“ May England never know again.”

¢ Some other [uperflitions words,” he adds, “ avere

an, which 1,” [ays be, ¢ thought fit 10 leave out.”®  Now,
ander this precife gentlemans favour, one awould be glad
to know what thefe fame “ fuperfiitions words” were ;
there not being anything of the kind in Dr. Gales copy,
which fiems to be tbe originaly and which is [borter by
two lines than the above,

OTH gentlemen, and yeomen bold,
Or whatfoever you are,
To have a ftately ftory told
Attention now prepare :

It is a tale of Robin Hood, 5
Which i to you will tell,

Which being rightly underftood,
I know will pleafe you well.

This Robin (fo much talked on)

Was once a man of fame, 10
Inftiled earl of Huntington,

Lord Robin Hood by name.



OF ROBIN HOOD.

In courtfhip and magnificence
His carriage won him praife,
And greater favour with his prince
Than any in our days.

In bounteous liberality
He too much did excell,
And loved men of quality
More than exceeding well.

His great revenues all he fold
For wine and coftly chear;

He kept three hundred bow-men bold,
He fhooting lov’d fo dear.

No archer living in his time
With him might well compare ;
He pratis’d all his youthful prime
That exercife moft rare.

At laft, by his profufe expence,
He had confum’d his wealths;
And, being outlaw'd by his prince,
In woods he liv’d by ftealth.

The abbot of Saint Maries rich,
To whom he mony ought,
His hatred to the earl was {uch
That he his downfal wrought.
Vor. L. 1
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So being outlaw’d (as tis told)
He with a crew went forth
Of lufty cutters ftout and beld,
And robbed in the North.

Among the reft one Little John,
A yeoman bold and free, -
Who could (if it ftood him upon)
With eafe encounter three.

One hundred men in all he got,
With whom (the ftory fays)

Three hundred common men durft not
Hold combat any waies.

They Yorkfhire woods frequented much,
And Lancafhire alfo,

Wherein their pratifes were {uch
That they wrought muckle woe,

None rich durft travel to and fro,
Though ne’r fo ftrongly arm’d,

But by thefe thieves (fo firong in thow)
They ftill were rob’d and harm’d.

His chiefeft {pight to th’ clergy was,
That liv’d in monftrous pride :

No one of them he would let pafs
Along the highway fide,
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OF ROBIN HOOD.

But firft they muft to dinner go,
And afterwards to fhrift:

Full many a one he ferved fo,
Thus while he liv’d by theft,

No monks nor fryers he would let go,
Without paying their fees:

If they thought much to be ufed fo,
Their ftones he made them lefe,

For fuch as they the country fill’d
With baftards in thofe days :

Which to prevent, thefe {fparks did geld

All that came in their ways.

But Robin Hood fo gentle was,
And bore fo brave a mind,
If any in diftrefs did pafs,
To them he was fo kind,

That he would give and lend to them,
To help them in their need ;

This made all poor men pray for him,
And wifh he well might {peed.

The widow and the fatherlefs
He would fend means unto;
And thofe whom famine did opprefs

Found him a friendly foe.
L2
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Nor would he do a woman wrong, 85
But fee her fafe convey’d:

He would protect with power ftrong
All thofe who crav’d his aid.

The abbot of Saint Maries then,

Who him undid before, 90
Was riding. with two hundred men,

And gold and filver ftore :

But Robin Heod upon him fet,
‘With his couragious {parks,

And all the coyn perforce did get, 95
Which was twelve thoufand marks.

He bound the abbot to a tree,
And would not let him pafs,
Before that to his men and he
His lordfhip had faid mafs: 160

Which being done, upon his horfe
He fet him faft aftride,

And with his face towards his arle

. ‘He forced him to ride.

His men were forced to be his guide, 105
For he rode backward home :

The abbot, being thus villify’d,
Did forely chafe and fume.



OF ROBIN HOQD,

Thus Robin Hood did vindicate
His former wrongs receiv’d :
For ’twas this covetous prelate

That him of land bereav’d.

The abbot he rode to the king,
With all the hafte he could ;
And to his grace he every thing

Exadtly did unfold :

And faid that if no courfe were ta’n,
By force or ftratagem,

To take this rebel and his train,
No man fhould pafs for them.

The king protefted by and by
Unto the abbot then,

That Robin Hood with fpeed fhould dye,
With all his merry men.

But e’re the king did any fend,
He did another feat,

Which did his grace much more offend,
The fat indeed was great :

For in a fhort time after that
The kings receivers went

Towards London with the coyn they got,
For’s highnefs northern rent :
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~ Bold Robin Hood and Little John,
With the reflt of their train,

Not dreading law, fet them upon, 135
And did their gold obtain.

The king much moved at the fame,
And the abbots talk alfo,
In this his anger did proclaim,
And fent word to and fro, 140

That whofoever alive or dead
Could bring bold Robin Hood,

Should have one thoufand marks well paid
In gold and filver good.

This promife of the king did make 145
Full many yeomen buld

Attempt ftout Robin Hood to take
With all the furce they could.

But ftill when ahy ¢ame to him

Within the gay green wood, 150
He entertainment gave to them

With venifon fat and good ;

And fhew’d to them fuch martial fport
With his long bow and arrow,

That they of him did give report, 155
How that it was great forow



OF ROBIN HOOD.

That fuch a worthy man as he
Should thus be put to fhift,
Being a late lord of high degree,

Of living quite bereft.

The king to take him more and more
Sent men of mickle might ;

But he and his fill beat them fore,
And conquered them in ﬁght:

Or elfe with love and courtefie,
To him he won their hearts.

Thus ftill he liv’d by robbery
Throughout the northern parts ;

And all the country flood in dread
Of Robin Hood and’s men :

For ftouter lads ne’r liv’d by bread
In thofe days, nor fince then.

The abbot, which before 1 nam’d,
Sought all the means he could

To have by force this rebel ta’n,
And his adherents bold.

Therefore he arm’d five hundred men,
With furnitare compleat ;

But the outlaws flew half of them,
And made the reft retreat,
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The long bow and the arrow keen
They were fo us’d unto

That ftill he kept the forreft green
In fpight o’ th’ proudeft foe.

Twelve of the abbots men he took,
‘Who came to have him ta’n,
When all the reft the field forfook,

Thefe he did entertain

With banqueting and merriment,
And, having us’d them well,
He to their lord them fafely fent,
And will’d them him to tell,

That if he would be pleas’d at laft
To beg of cur good king,

That he might pardon what was paft,

And him to favour bring,

He would furrender back again
The mony which before

Was taken by him ¢ and his’ men

- From him and many more.

Poor men might fafely pafs by him,
And fome that way would chufe,

For well they knew that to help them

He evermore did ufe.
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But where he knew a mifer rich 205
That did the poor opprefs,

"To feel his coyn his hands did itch,
He’d have it more or lefs:

And fometimes, when the high-way fail’d,
Then he his courage rouzes, 210
He and his men have oft affaild

Such rich men in their houfes :

So that, through dread of Robin then,
And his adventurous crew,

The mifers kept great ftore of men, 21§
Which elfe maintain’d but few.

King Richard, of that name the firft,
~Sirnamed Cceur de Lyon,

Went to defeat the Pagans curft,
Who kept the coafts of Sion. 220

‘The bifhop of Ely chancellor,
Was left a vice-roy here,

Who, like a potent emperor,
Did proud domineer,

Our chronicles of him report, 225
That commonly he rode

With a thoufand horfe from court to court,
Where he would make abode.
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He, riding down towards the north,
With his aforefaid train,

Robin and his men did iflue forth,
Them all to entertain ;

And with the gallant gray-goofe wing
They fhew’d to them fuch play

That made their horfes kick and fling,
And down their riders lay,

Full glad and fain the bifhop was,
For all his thoufand men,

To feek what means he could to pafs
From out of Robins ken.

Two hundred of his men were kill’d,
And fourfcore horfes good,

Thirty, who did as captives yield,
Were carried to the green wood ;

Which afterwards were ranfomed,
For twenty marks a man :

The reft fet fpurs to horfe and fled
To th’ town of Warrington,

The bifhop, fore inraged, then
DPid, in king Richards name,
Maufter up a power of northern men,
Thefe ouatlaws bold to tame.
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But Robin with his courtefie
So won the meaner fort,

That they were loath on him to try
What rigour did import.

So that bold Robin and his train
Did live unhurt of them,

Until king Richard came again
From fair Jerufalem :

And then the talk of Robin Hood

His royal ears did fill

His grace admir’d that 1’ th’ green wood

He was continued fill,

So that the country far and near
Did give him great applaufe ;

For none of them need ftand in fear,
But {uch as broke the laws.

He wifhed well unto the kirng,
And prayed flill for his health,

And never practis’d any thing
Againft the common-wealth.

Only, becaufe he was undone
By th’ cruel clergy then,

All means that he could think upon
To vex fuch kind of men,
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He enterpriz’d with hateful fpleen;
For which he was to blame,

For fault of fome to wreak his teen
On all that by him came.

With wealth that he by roguery got
Eight alms-houfes he built,

‘Thinking thereby to purge the blot
Of blood which he had {pilt.

Such was their blind devotion then,
Depending on their works ;

Which if ’twere true, we Chriftian men

Inferiour were to T'urks.

But, to fpeak true of Robin Hood,
And wrong him not a jot,

He never would fhed any mans blood

That him 1nvaded not.

Nor would he injure hufbandmen,
That toil at cart and plough;

For well he knew wer’t not for them
To live no man knew how.

The king in perfon, with fome lords,
T'o Notitngham did ride,

To try what ftrength and fkill affords
To cruth this outlaws pride.
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And, 2s he once before had done,
He did again proclaim,

That whoioever would take upon
To bring to Notungham,

Or any place within the land, 30§
Rebellious Robin Hood,

Should be preferr’d 1n place to ftand
With thofe of noble blood.

When Robin Hood heard of the fame,

Withia a little {pace, 310
Iato the town of Nottingham

A letter to his grace

He fhot upon an arrow head,
One evening cunningly ;

Which was brought to the king, and read 315
Before his majelty.

The tenour of this letter was
That Robin would fubmit,
And be true liegeman to his grace
In any thing that’s fit, 320

So that his highnefs would forgive
Him and his merry men all ;

If not, he maft i’ th’ green wood live,
And take what chance did fall,
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The king would feign have pardoned him, 323

But that fome lords did fay,
This prefident will much condemn
Your grace another day.

While that the king and lords did ftay
Debating on this thing,

Some of thefe outlaws fled away
Unto the Scottith king.

For they {uppos’d, if he were ta’n
Or to the king did yield,
By th’ commous all the reft of ’s train

Full quickly would be quell’d.

Of more than full an hundred men,
But forty tarried fhll,

Who were refolv’d to flick to him
Let Fortune work her will.

If none had fled, all for his fake
Had got their pardon free ;

The king to favour meant to take
His merry men and he.

But e’re the pardon to him came
This famous archer dy’d :
His death and manner of the fame

Ple prefently deferibe,
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For, being vext to think upon
His followers revolt,

In melancholy paflion
He did recount his fault.

Perfidious traytors ! faid he then,
In all your dangers paft

Have i you guarded as my men,
To leave me thus at Jaft !

This fad perplexity did canfe
A feaver, as fome fay,

Which him unto confufion draws,
Though by a ftranger way.

This deadly danger to prevent,
He hie’d him with all {peed

- Unto a nunnery, with intent

For his healths-fake to bleed.

A faithlefs fryer did pretend
In love to let him blood,

But he by falshood wrought the end
Of famous Robin Hood.

The fryer, as fome fay, did this
To vindicate the wrong

Which to the clergy he and his
Had done by power ftrong.
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Thus dyed he by treachery,
That could not die by force :

Had he liv’d longer, certainly 375
King Richard, in remorfe,

Had unto favour him receiv’d,
¢ His’ brave men elevated :
*Tis pitty he was of life bereav’d
By one which he {o hated.

A treacherous leach this fryer was,
To let him bleed to death ;

And Robin was, methinks, an afs
To truft him with his breath.

His corps the priorefs of the place, 385
The next day that he dy’d,
Caufed to be buried, in mean cafe,

Clofe by the high-way fide.

And over him fhe caufed a ftone

To be fixt on the ground, -~ 390
An epitaph was fet thereon,

W herein his name was found ;

The date o’ th’ year and day allo,
- She made to be fet there:
That all, who by the way did go, 395
Might fee it plain appear.
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That fuch a man as Robin Hood
Was buried in that place ;

And how he lived in the green wood
And robbed for a fpace.

it feems that though the clergy he
Had put to mickle woe,

He fhould not quité forgotten be,
Although he was their foes

This woman, though fhe did him hate;
Yet loved his memory ;
And thought it wondrous pitty that
His fame fhould with him dyes

This epitaph, as records tell,
Wi thin this hundred years,
By many was difcerned well,
But time all things out-wears.

His followers, when he was dead,
Were fome repriev’d to grace ;

The reft to foreign countries fled;
.And left their native place.

Although his funeral was but mean;
This woman had in mind,
Leaft his fame fhould be buried clean

From thofe that came behind.
Vor. I. K
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For certainly, before nor fince,
No man e’re underftood,

Under thé reign of any prince,
Of one like Robin Hood.

¥ull thirteen years, and fomething more, 42¢
Thefe outlaws lived thus;

Feared of the rich, loved of the poor:
A thing moft marvellous,

A thing impoffible to us

This ftory feems to be ; 430
None dares be now {o venturous,

‘But times are chang’d we fee.

We that live in thefe later days
Of civil government,

If need be, have an hundred ways 435
Such outlaws to prevent,

In thofe days men more barbarous were,
And lived lefs in awe ;
Now (god be thanked) people fear
More to offend the law, 440

Npo waring guns were then in ufe,
They dreamt of no fuch thing ;

Our Englithmen in fight did ufe
The gallant gray-goofe wing :
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in which a&ivity thefe men, 445
Through pradtife, were fo good,

That in thofe days none equal’d them,
Efpecially Robin Hood:

So that; it feems, keeping in caves,

In woods and forefts thick, 450
They’d beat a2 multitude with ftaves;

Their arrows did fo prick:

And noné durft neer unto thet come,
Unlefs in courtefie ;

All fuch he bravely would fend home 455
With mirth and jollity s .

Which courtefie won him fuch love,
As 1 before have told,
*Twas the chief caufe that he did prove
More profperous than he could. 460

Let us be thankful for thefe times
Of plenty, truth and peace ;
And leave out great and horrid crimes,
Leaft they caufe this to ceafe.
I know there’s many feigned tales 463
Of Robin Hood and ’s crew ;
But chronicles, which feldome fails,
Reports this to be true.
V. 460. 1, €. than hbe could otherwife have been.
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Let none then think this is a lye,
For, if “twere put to th’ wortt,
They may tue truth of all defcry.
I’ th’ reign of Richard the. firfts

If any reader pleafe to try,
As i direftion fhow,

The truth of this brave hiftory,
He’l find it true I know.

And 1 fhall think my labour well
Beftow’d to purpofe good,

‘When’t fhall be faid that i did tell
"T'rue tales of Robin Hood.
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GLOSSARY
. TO

THE PRESENT VOLUME,

IR. p. 107. earky. . b
AlderbeRt. p. g1 Beff of all. This phrafe,
awhich occurs in Chaucer, is corrupted in de Wordes edia
zion to * al ther” and ‘¢ al theyre,” awhich Coplande
bas changed to <¢ al of the ;" aw'ence it may be infered
that the expreffion was hecome already obfolete, and cone
Jequently that the poem is of much greater antiquity than
1520: and yet Shakfpeare. above half a century aftery
puts the word Alderliefeft into the mouth of queen Mars
garet,
Anker p 36, bermit, anchorite,
Ar. p: 8g. ere, :
Afay. p. go. Afayed. p. 31. efyed, tryed, proved,
A found. p. t12. ina fwoons
Aunfetters. p. 10. anceflors.
Avow. p. 33. Avowe. p. 29. woaw,
Avowe. p. §7. maintain, verbum juris.
Avowe. p. 42. founder, patron, protectors See Spelmans
gloflary, v. Abvocarus.
K3
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Awayte. awayte me fcathe. p. 37. lye inwaiz to do me harms,

Awayted. p. 59. lay iz wait for.

Awet. p. 93. awit, know.

Awkwarde. p. 123. dackward. Anawkwarde ftroke feems
o mean an unufual or out of the way firoke, one which
the receiver could not forefee, be aware of, or guard
'agm'fg/}; a fort of left or back hand firoke.

Ayenft. p. 74. againfl.

Baift. p. 102, Bafte. p. 113. baficd, belaboured,

Baith. p. 106, oth, |

Bale. p. 117. mifehief—p. 118, avoe, forrow, mifery,

Banis. p. 8o. bane, defiruction.

Bear. p. 103. moan, lamentation, outcry.

Bedene. p. 34+ bebind, one after another 2

Bedyng. p. 88. afking. Your bedyng fhall be doyn,
Your invitation fball be complyed awith,

Beforen. p. 93. before.

Begeck. p. 108. give them a begeck, play them a trick,
make fools of them.

Behote. p. §3. promifed,

Bent. p. 84.

Befcro. p. 80 befbrew.

Beftad. ferre and friend beftad. p. 26. far from bome muZ
without a friend.  The paffage, however, [eems corrupls

Beftead. p. 104. befet, put to.it,

Beth. p. 11, are, be.

Blate. pp. g9, 112, fheepifb or foolifb, as we Soould now
faye

Blive. p. 125, belive, immediately,
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Blofchems. p. 82, &lofforns.

Bluter. p. 105,

Blyve. p. §3. fafty quickly, brifkly.

Bocking. p. 103. pouring, fowing.

Bode. p. 40. bidden, invited.

Bolt. . go. Bolte. p. 40. Boltes. p. 125. Boltys. g.8g.
A balt was an arrow of a particular kind, ufed for fhoots
ing at a mark or at birds,

Boote. p. 118. help,

Booting. p. 97,

Borde. p. 4. table,

Borowe. p. 13, pledge, furetys

Borowehode. p. 43. furety/bip.

Botkyd. p. 92. bufked, prepared, got ready,

Bottys. p. 89. buts.

Bou. p. 82, bow.

Bound. p. 1or1. betook.—p. 102. wents boldly bound
away. p. 111, brifkly fcamper’d off

Bowe. p. 82, bough,

Bown. p. 110, ready,

Bowne ye. p. 116, prepare ye, get ready.

Boyt. p. 82. boths

Breyde. p. 83. farted, fliped baflyly.

Breyde. p. 85. fart, quick or bafly fieps

Broke. p. 48. brock, enjoy, ufe, keepq

Bronde. p. 37. brand, fword,

Buthement. p. §4. ambu/bs

Bufke. p. 12. I wyll me butke, 1. e. go, betake myfelf.—~
p- 51. bulke you. addrefs or prepare yourfelves, make readys

K3
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Bydene. p. 62. one afier another, ]

Cankardly. p. 99. peewi/bly, with ill temper,

Capull hyde. p. 117, hotfe bide. '

Carel, p. 110. carle, old fr low.

Caward. p. 84. awkward, or backward. Sec Awkwarde,

Cerftyn. 7. 89. chriftian,

Chaflar. p. 87. chaffer, merchandife. p. 93. commodity,

Chepe. better chepe. p. 46. cheaper; 3 meilleur marché,
F. gret chepe. p. 87. wery cheap ; A tres bon marché,

Chepe. p. 86, cheapeny buy. Chepyd. p. 87. cheapened,
éoubl/?l. . :

Cheys. p. go. chaofe.

Chorle. po 40. churl, peafant, clown,

Cla'da. p. 104. firatched,

Clock. p. 98. cloak.
louted. p. 98, putched.

Cole. p. €6. ‘

Come. p. 16. (pronounced com) came,’

Commytted. p. 7%, accounted,

Corefed. p, 20.

Cortefley. p. 82, courteons.

Cote a pye. p. 35. upper garment, foort cloke 5 courtepy,
Chaucery  Sce Tyrwbitts note, 1v. 2G1.

Coud. p. 33. knew, underflood,

Covent. p. 17. convent; awhence ouy Covent-garden,

Cowed. p. 88. could, kuew, Cowed of curteyfey, umder=
S2ood good manners.

Crack. p. 102, boafts
Craftely - p. 80. filfully, fecundum artem,
Croufe. p. 102, rift,
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Cun. p. 44. con, owe, give,

‘Curn. pl‘ 100.

Curteyle. p, 3. courteous.

Cutters. p. 130. fharking fellows,
ear. p 10Q. barm.

Demed. p. 19, judzed.

Derne. p. 6. privy, jécret.

Deyell p. 94, devil.

Deythe. p. 2. dight, drejfed,

Donne. p. 73. dun.

Doyt. p. 82. dith, do.

Dreyfie. p. 85. drive.

:Dub. 2+ 106. Jhailow mirey pook

Duag. p. 105, beaten, vvercome,

Durk. y 2 106, dacger.

Dyght. p. 6. dreffde—p. §7. donee

Dyghtande. p. 69.

Dyfgrate, p. 10, difgraced, hath be dyfgrate, bash fallen
into poverty.

Een. p. 102, gyes.

Eftfones, p. 43 bereafiter, aﬁermzrdc

Eild. p. 105, age.

Ender. p. 85. under.

Ere. p. 43. before,

Eylde. p. 92. yield,

Eyr. p. 93. year,

Fail. but fail. p. 102, awithout fail, aithout doudts

Failyd. p. 63. wanted, miffed,

Fair. p. 101, fare, ado,
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Farley. p. 11y, fairly, plainly,

Fay. p. 26. fairh.

Fayne. p. 37. glad.

Fe. p. 76. fee, wages.

Feardelt. p. 107. fearfuleff, moft frightencd or afraid,

Feders. p. 5. feathers.

Fend. fend I godys forbode. p. g4.

Fende. p. 21. defend.

Fered. p. 86. fared, lived.

Ferre. p. §. far. ferre dayes. far in the day; grand

jour, F,

Fette. p. 32. fetched.

Fetteled bim. p. 118. made him ready, prepared kimfelf,
Set about. Fettled. them fettled, P 1224 attempted,
Jet about.

Feyfte. p. 88. fue,

Flee. p. 108. fy.

Flinders. p. 101, fplinters,

Fone. p. 21. foes.

Yorbode. p. 4. commandmens.

Forgone. p. 44. forego, lofe,

Fors. p. 4. care. Sce p. 41,

Forfoyt, p. 1. forfooth, traely,

Foryete. p. 29. forgoten,

Foftere. p. 65. forefler.

Fothe. p. go. foot.

Frae. p. 98. from,

Frebore. p. 2. free born, geutle,

Yrefe. p. 39.
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Fynly. g« 51. goodly.

Gae. p. 109. go.

Gan. p. 56. gan they gone. are they gone, did they go.

Gang. p. 98. Gange, p. 70. go.

Gate. p. 106. way. Gates. p. 117. ¢ aays, pafes,
paths, ridings. Gate is a commen word in the north for
aay.” P.

Geffe. p. 89. given.

Ger. p. 0. gear, fluff, goods, property, effects,

Gereamariey. p. 88. See Gramercy.

Glen. p. 106. walley, '

God. p. 95. good, goods, property.

Godamarfey. p. 88. See Gramercy,

Godde. p. g4. See God.,

Gorney. p. 85. journey,

Goy. p. 92. joy.

Gramarfey. p. 92. See Gramercy,

Gramercy. p. 8. thanks, or many thanks; grand merci, Fy

Gree. p. 21, fatisfaction.

Gret. p. 88, greeted, faluted.

Gripped. p. 106. grafped, laid hold of,

Grome. p. 3. a common man?

Hail. all hail. p. 110, avbolely, entirely.

Halds. p. 105, bolds, bolding places, fupports.

Halke. p. 65. perbaps, baugh, low ground by the fide of &
river 2 See the gloffary to Bp. Douglas’s Virgil, va
Hawchis, Halke, avith Chaucer, fignifies @ corner;
but feems bere ufed in oppofition to hill,

Halfendell. p. 68. Aalf,

Hals. p. 110, necks
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Hambellet. p. 94. ambleth.

Hanfell. p. 87. The vender of any avares is [aid to receive
haofel of his firft cuffomer 5 but the meaning of the text,
Haffe hanfell for the mar, s not underfiood ; unlefs it can
be thought to imply, Give me hanfel, i. e. buy of my potse

Hawt. g Q2. aught, anything, fomething.

Hayt. p. 82, bath,

Held. p. 98, kept, preferwed,

Hende. p. 7. gentle, courtcous.

Hent. p. 84. took, caught,

Hepe. p. 37. bip, baw, ile fruzf of the «wbzte thorn, 8o
in Gil Morice, a Scorfb balud

¢ ] aas once AS FOW qu’ill Morrice.
¢ As THE HIP 15 0’ THE STEAN,”

Her. p. g2. their,

Het. p. 83. it

Het. p. 92. eat,

Heynd. p. 86. gentle, coyrteous,

Heyt war howte. p. 86,

Holde. p. 18. kecp.

Holde. p. 21. @. 101. beld, retained, of coyngil,

Holy. p. 19. avholely.

Hos. p. 94. Hus.. p. 83. s,

Hotys. p. 87. oats.

Houfband. p. 10. manager.

Houfbonde. p. 4. bufbandman, peafant,

How. p. 106. bill,

Howt. p. 84. out.

Hyght. p. 78. wowed, promifed.

Hynde. p. 30. knawve,
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Ibent. p. gt. ent.

Ibonde. p. 59. bound.

Ichaunged. p. 31. changed.

Idyght p. 69. dight, dreffed, made ready,

Iedered. p. 49. feathereds

Ilke. p. 1114 each.

In fere. po 17. together.

Enocked. p. 25. nocked, notched,

Ipyght. up ipyght. p. 26,

Yquyt. p. 61. acquitted, fet at Libersy

I{wore. p. 37. fworn.

Itake. p. go. faken.

Japes. p. 13+ trickss

Keft. p. 74. cafte

Knave. p. 16. ferwant, man,

Kod. p. 92. quod, quoth, faid.

Kyrtell. pp. 35, 53. waiffcoat?

Kythe nor kin. p. 122. acquaintancé nor kindred;

Lappe. pp. 14, 35 wrap.

Late. p. 106, lake, play, game ?

Launfgay. p. 205. a fort of lance,

Leafynge. p. 57. bying, falfehood.

Lede. p. 65. w. §8. train, fuite,

Ledesman. p. 65+ guide.

Lefe. po 41. wiliing. whether he were Ioth or lefe. avbes
ther be would or not, :

Leffe. p. 84. leave. Leffe. p. 92, Zefts

Leffes. p. Q2. leaves,

Lende. go 700 mcety cncounter,
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Lene. gp. 15, 16, 22, lend.

Lere. p. 50 learn.

Lere. p. 7. checke

Lefe. p. 12, Jofes

Leet. p. gi omit.—p. 85. v.88. hinder.—w. 92. hindereds

Leugh. p. 49. laughed.

Lever. p. 17. rather.

Lewte. pp. 295 §3. loyaly, faith, truth; leauté, Fi

Leythe. p. gz. light.

Lithe. p. 2. attend, bear, hearken.

Loffe. p. 82. love.

Lore. p. 11. Joff,

Lough. p. 1. Loughe. . 6; Low: p. 84. langhed.

Lowe. pi 124+ *¢ a little hill.” P.

Lown. p. 107. wvillain, knave, bafe fellow.

Luft. p. 3. defire, inclination.

Lyght. p. 15. light; or, perbaps, for lyte; little,

Lynde. p: 66, Lyne. p. 121. the lime or linden tree; or
colleitively lime trees ;. or trees in general,

Lyth. p. g7. See Lithe.

Lyveray. p. 14. liwery, babite—p. 30. livery, delivery
the mcfs, portion, or quantity of provifions delivered out
at a time by the butler awas called a livery.

Malfars. p. 32. cups, veffels.

Matfterye. p. 120. *¢ a trial of fill, Hgh proof of Jkill.” P,

Mair. p. 101. more.

Maney. p. 82. See Meyne.

May. p. 122. maid.

Me. That ever yet fawe I me. p. 34. @ gollicifm; que
jamals j’al vl mote
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Meal. . 110. oat-meal. :

Meal-poke. p. 8. meal bag, bag in which oat-meal is put.

Meat rife. p. 112,

Mede. to quyte hym well his mede. p. 29. 10 reward

- bim to_fome purpofe.

Medys. p. 87 midf}, middies

Meede. p. 124. reward.

Met. p. 15. Mete. p. 14. meafurcd.

Methe. p. 89, meat.

Meyne. p. 8. attendants, retinse ; mefnie, F,

Meythe. p. 92. might.

Mickle. p. 135 much.

Might. p. 104. power.

Mifters. gi 1213, need: r. mifters

Molde. p. 27. earth.

Mot. p. 95. might.

Mote. p. 44. might, may.

Mote. p. 45. meeting, affembly, court, audit;

Mountenaunce. p. 31. amount, duration, f[pace.

Mowe. p. 5. may.

Muckle. p. 130. See Mickle.

Myrthes. p. 38. mirth, meriiment. a man that myrthes
can. a minfirel, fiddler, jugsler, or the like.

Myfter. p. 44. need. :

Nane. p. 103. zone,

Nar. p. 93. nor, than,

Ner. p. 0. ear.

Ner. p. 94. (ne wer it.) awere it goz..

Nip. p. 100,
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Nips. p. 100.

Nobellys. p. 95. nobles. The noble was a gold coin walug
6s. 8d.

Nombles: p. 8. Numblesi p. 32. entrails; thofe parts
which are ufually baked in a pye : powv, corruptly, called
humbles o umbles : nombles; £

Okerer. p. 10. #furer

Os. p. 89. s

Owthe. p. go. out.

Paid. p. 102, beat.—p. 105 beaten.

Pafle. p. 630 cxtent, bounds, limits, diftricl; as the pas de
Calais. Co.lands edition reads compas,

Pauage. p. 83. Pavag. Pavage. p. 84. Pawage. p. 82,
a toll or duty payable for the liberty of pafing over the foil
or territory of another : paagium, L,

Pay. pe 13+ content, fatisfaction.

Pay. p. 20. moncy.

Peces. p. 32. :

Pecocke. With pecocke well y dyght. . 25. bandfomely
drefled with peacock feathers.  Thus Chaucery difiribing
bis ¢ fquires yeman:”

¢¢ A fhefe of peacocke arwes bright and kene,
¢ Under bis belt be bare ful thriftely’’

Plucke buffet. p. 7.

Polle. p. gos pulls

Poke. p. 109. bag.

Preke. p. Q1. pricky a picce of awood in the center of ihe
targets

Prefes p. 40. companys
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Preft. p. 89. ready, ready to go.—p. Q2.
Puding-pricks. p. 160, fhewers that faflen the pudding=
bag.
Pyne. goddes pyne. p. 69. Chriffs paffion or crucifizion.
Quequer. p. Qo a quick or quickfet bedges ‘
Queyt. p. 92. quit, recompenfe.
Raked. p. 105. avalked apace.
Ray. p. Q2. array, put in order.
Raye. p. 42.
Reachles. p. 122. carelefs, regardlefs, unobfervant,
Red. p. 1110 clear.
Reuth. p. 26. pity, compaffion.
Reve. p. 4. take by force.
Reves. p. 46. bailifi, receivers.
Ripe. p. 111. cleanfe. Riped. po 112. cleanjed.
Rode. p. 9o. rood, crofie
Rung. p. 105. faff.
Ruthe. p. 13. pity, compaffion.
Ryall. p. 23. royal.
Ryalty. p. 39. royalty.
Ryghtwys. p. 43. rightcous, juft.
Sair. p. 101. fore.
Salved. (falued?) p. 20. faluted.
Scathe. p. 37. barm.
Schetyng. p. Q2. fhooting.
Schomer. p. 82. fummers
Sclo. p. 85. flay.
Scoper. p. Q2. fupper.
Scouth. p. 108.
Vor. I, L
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Screfe. Screffe. p. 88. /herifs

Se. p. 33. Vide See.

Seche. p. 13. feck.

See. p. 34. regard.

Seker. p. 39. fure.

Selerer. . 18. 7he cellarer (celerier, cellararius, or cel-
larius) avas that oficer awho Surnifbed the convent wwith
provifions, cui potus et efce cura eft, qui celle vinarie
et efcariz preceft, promus. (Du CargE.) * He
appears to have been a perfon of confiderable truft, and to
bave bad & principal concern in the management of the
Jocietys revenues.  Sece Spelmans gloffary, Fullers church-
biftory, &c.

Semblaunte. p. 6. femblance, appearance.

Sene. p. 92. fe.

Sete. p. 2¢,

Sette. p. 11. mortgaged.

Shawe. p. 5. Shaw is ufually cxplained by little wood, duz
green-wood little wood «would be mere tautology ; it
may therefore mean fhade, avhich appears its primitive
JSignification: Scuwa, Saxon.—Shaws. e 115+ ¢ Little
woods.”” P,

Shende. p. 26. lure, annoy.  Shente, p. 7o,
awounded.

Shet. p. 30. Jfbut.

Shete. p. 27. fhoot.

Shope. p. 1:. Jbaped, made.

Shraddes. p. 115. See the note.

Shrewde. p. 30, Shrewed. p. zo. unlucky.

burt,
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Shrift. p. 125, confeffion.

Shroggs. p. 120. ¢ fbrubs, thorns, briars. G. Doug.
{fcroggis.” P.

Shyt. p. 6. fbut.

Skaith. p. 106. burt, harm. They feared for its fkaith,
i. e. for the barm it might do them.

Slade. p. 118. ¢ a flip of greenfaerd betwocen plow-lands,
or woods, &c.”’ P.

Slawe. p. 54. Slone. p. 7¢. flain.

Sle. p. 8o. Sloo. p. 34. flay.

Somers. p. 39. fumpter-horfes.

Sorowe. p. 19. forry.

Sothe. p. 13. footh, truth.

Sound. See A found.

Soyt. p. 85. footh, truth,

Spear. p. 103. afk. Speer’d. p. 112. afbed, enguired.

Stalward. p. go. Stalworthe. p. 72. fout, well made.

Stane. p. 102. ffone.

Stark. p. 98. fif.

Stede. p. 25. time.

Steven. p. 120, At {fome unfett fteven. at fome unlooked
Jor timey by fome odd accident, by mere chances—p. 125
voICe.

Stime. p. 111. fpark, particle or ray of light.

Strang. p. 98. frong.

Strete. p. 0. lane, path, way.

Sweaven. p. 116. dream.

Sweer. p. 100.

Syne. p. 102. after, afterward, then.

L 2
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Syth. p. 46. afieraward.

Takles. p. 1. arrows,

Takyll. p. 70. arrow.

Tarpe. p. 68.

Tene. p. 15. grief, forrow, diffrefse—p. 38. vexation.

Tene. p. 84. grieve, -

The. p. 42. thrive, profper.

Thes. p. 87. thus.—p. 89. this.

Thos. p. 88. thus.

Throwe. p. 79. frace.

Tortyll. p. 1. avreathed, tavined, twirled, twiffed; tor-
tille, U0

Tray. p. 38. aunger.

Tree. p. 101. flaff.

Treyfte. p. 95. thrive,

Trow. p. 89. true.

Trowet. p. 8¢. troth,

True. p. 105. trow, belicve.

Tryfell. pp. 49, 51, 53, 68. Tryftyll. 5. 73.

Tynde. p. 34. tyndes, tines, antlers, the pointed branches
that iffuc from the main beam of a flag. < In Ynglond
ther ys a fhepcote, the wyche fchepekote hayt ix
dorys, & at yeuery dor flondet ix ramys, & every
ram hat ix ewys, & yevery ewe hathe ix lambys, &
yevery lambe hayt ix hornes, & every horne hayt
ix TYyNDEs: what ys the fomm of all thes belle ?”
(MSS. More, Ee. 4. 35.)

Win. p. 107. get.

Wilt, p. 1374 knew,
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Unketh. p. 3. wncouth, flrange.

Unneth. p. 64. fcarcely.

Up chaunce. p. §. &y chance.

Wan. wonnynge wan. p. 28. dwelling-places

Wan. p. 106, got.

Warfe. p. 108. avorfe.

Was. p. 89. wa/b. *“ And afterward the juflices arife
and WASSE, and geffe thanks onto the new ferjaunts for
ther gode dyner.””  (Origines juridiciales, p. 116.)
This ceremony, whichy in former times, was conflantly
practifed as well before as after meat, fiems to have fallen
into difufe on the introdultion of forks, about the year
1620; as before that period our anceflors fupplyed the
place of this necefJlary utenfil with their fingers.

Wed. p. 83. Wedde. p. 53. pawn, pledge, or depofit.—~to
wedde. p. 11, iz morigage.—~lay my life to wedde,
P+ 39. pawn my life.

Welt. p. 650 welt them at his wyll ; did as be pleafed
with them, ufed them at bis pleafure.

Wende. g. 5. go.

Weneft. p. 13. thinkeff.

Went. p. 16. wended, gone.

Werlchep. p. 82. worfbiped, reverenced, refpected.

Welt. p. 92. aiff, known.

Wete. p. 26, know.

Whang. leathern whang. p. 8. leather thong or firing.

Wight. Wighty. p. 116, frong. N. B. Thelatter word
Jecms cvery where a miftake for the former,

Wilfulle. p. 120, doubtful,



166 GLOSSARY.

Wode. p. 93. mad.

Wodys. p. 82. woods.

Wolwarde. p- 78. awearing a flanel [fhirt, by avay of
penance.  Sce Stecvens’s Shakfpeare, 1793, v. 360.

Wonett. p. 56. davellef?.

Woodweele. p. 115, ¢ 1 golden- ouzle, a bird of the
thrufb kind.”’ P.

Worthe. Wo worthe the. Pe 35+ Woe be to thee.

Wrack. P 108 ruin, defirution.

Wroken. p. 116. awreaked, revenged.

Wyght. p- 28. firong, flout.

Wynne. p. 56. go.

Wys. pe 36. trow; there is no modern aword precijely
[ynonimous.

Wyte. p. 42. Wytte. p. c7. Enow.

NP 8avd

Yede. p. 30, Yeed. p. 10q9. avent,

Yeff. p. 85, if.

Yeftell. p. 83. ewvil,

Yiett. 5. c3. o717

Yemenry. p. 85. yeomanry. Thow feys god yemenry,
Thou [peakef? honoftly, fairly, Jenfibly, like a good ycoman.

Yend. p. 84. yon.

Yerdes. p. 70. rods.

Yever. p. 82, ever.

Yfere. p. 120. 10zcther.

Ylke. p. 32. fame. Ylke fame. UCry James—pe G4 [ame,
VErye :

Ynowe. p. 45. enongh.
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Yode. p. 57. awens.

Yole. p. 74. Chriftmafs.

Yonder. p. 92. wnder.

Yong men. pp. 36, 51, 69, 79. yeomen (which is ewery
where fubflituted in Coplands edition).  Sece Spelmans
gloffary, in the avords Juniores, Yeoman; Tyrawhitts
edition of the Canterbury tales, iv. 195 5 Shakfpeares
Plays, 1793, xiv. 347.

THE END OF VOLUMBE I
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