






// 

,, 











VOL. I. 





A 

Of ... LECTror 

O ALL TH.E ANCIENT 

PO E IV1 S, SO L' Gs> AND B ALL A D S, 

. INO\V EXTA, 'lr~ 

f:KGLISH OUTLAv'ir; 

l"O W!:HCH AR£ PR.EFIXEO 

HISTORICAL ANECDOTES OF HIS Uf.E. 

I N T V O V O L U M E S. 

VOLUME THE FIRST. 

Tn th is our fpac ious i !le I think there is not one, 

But he 'of ROB I t~ Hooo hath heard' and LiLtle John; 

An to the: end of time the tales fhaH ne'er be done 

Of Scarlod., l:eorge a Green, and Much the miHer' fon:> 

Of 'Tuck, the merry friar, which nany a fermon macle 

ln prai;;;: o. ROBIN Hooo, his out-laws, and their trade. 

DRAYTO~ > 

LONDON: 

PR t .• TED FOR T, E G ER TO , WHITE H .\Lr., A - D 

l• JOH ·soN, ST. PAULS - CHUR [i-,YARD. 

MDCCXCV. 1 





PREFACE. 

T HE fingular circumftance, that the name of an out .. 

lawed individual of the twelfth or thirteenth cen

tury fhould continue traditionally popular, be chanted in 
ballads, and, as one may fay, 

Familiar in our mouth as houfehold words, 

at the end of the eighteenth, excited the editors curioiity 

to retrieve all the hiftorical or poetical remains concern• 

ing him that could be met with: an object which he 

has occafionallypurfued for many years; and of which pur

fuit he now publifhes the refult. He cannot, indeed! pretend 

that his refearches, extenfive as they muft appear, have 

been attended with all the fnccefs he could have wifhed; 

but, at the fame time, it ought to be acknowleged that 

many poetical pieces, of great antiquity and fome merit1 

are defervedly refcued from oblivion. 

The materials collecl:ed for " the life" of this cele

brated character, which are either preferved at large, or 

carefully refered to, in the " notes and illuftrations," are 

not, it muft be confeffed, in every inftance, fo important, 

fo ancient, or, perhaps, fo authentic, as the fohject feems 

to demand; although the compiler may be permitted 

to fay, in humble fecond-hand imitation of the poet 

Martial: 

Some th.ere are good, fome middling, and (ome bad; 

But yet tru:y were the be!l: that could be had! 
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Defirous to omit nothing that he could find upon the 
fubjecr, he has everywhere faithfully vouched and exhi
bited his authoricieG, fuch as they are: it would, there
for, feem altogether uncandid or unjufl: to make him re
fpon:fible for the ·want of authenticity of fuch of theln as 
may appear liable to that imputation. 

The jufiice or candour, however, which he has reafon 
to expeft from the profeffed critic, who is allowed to 
citrate or influence the public opinion, may be eafyly 
conceived; fince the author of an article in the Crit;cal 
rcvie'i,v, for the month of January, 1792, who was ne
ceiTaryly an entire !hanger to the particular contents of 
thefe volumes,was plea-fed, by way of anticipation, it would 
feem, of his own criticifm, (too frequently exercifed on 
fubjefts he is equally ignorant of,) to pronounce them 
" the refufe of a il:all." To the impartial critic, whether 
hireling or volunteer, who points out errors that might be 
correcred, and faults that might be remedyed, in a word, 
who, inftead of abufing books for being what they are, 
fhews what they fhould have been, an author or editor is 
not lefs, and, p•rhaps, even mu.ch more, indebted and 
obliged than the public at large; but, to adopt the words 
of the great Milton, one m uft al ways " Ano M 1 N A T TH E 

CliNSVRE OF RASCALS.» 



THE 

L I F· E 

OF 

ROBIN HOOD. 

I. T will fcarcely be expetl:ed that one fhould be abJe to 
ofter an authentic narrative'of the life and tranfactions 

of this extraordinary perfonage. The times in which he 
lived, the mode of life he adopted, and the .filence or lofs 
of contemporary writers, are circurnftances fufficiently fa
Yorable, indeed, to romance, but altogether inimical to 
hiftorical truth. The reader muft, therefor, be contented 
with foch a detail, however fcanty or imperfect, as a zea
lous purfuit of the fubjelt enabl es one to give; and 
which, though it may fail to fatisfy, may poffibly ferve to 
amufe. 

No affiftance has been derived from the labours of his 
profefled biographers (a) ; and even the indufhious fir 
John Hawkins, from whom the public might have ex
pected ample gratification upon the fubject, acknowleges 
that '' the hifiory of this popnlar hero is but little known, 
and all the fcattered fragments concerning him, could 
they be brought together, would fall far i11ort of fatisfy
ing fuch an enquirer as none but real and authenticated 
fads wi ll conte nt. We muf1:," he fays, " take his fiory 
ib we find it." He accordi ngly gives us nothing but t.vo 
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or three trite and trivial extracls, with which every one, 

at all curious about the fubjea, was as well acquainted as 

himfelf. It is not, at the fame time, pretended, that the 
prefent attempt promifes more than to bring together the 

f cattered fragments to which the learned hiftorian alludes. 
This, however, has been done, according to the beil of 

the compilers information and abilities; and the refult is, 

with a due fenfe of th·e deficiency of both, fubmitted to 

the readers candour. 

ROBIN HOOD was born at Locksley, in the county 
of Nottingham, (A) in the reign of king Henry the 

fecond, and about the year of Chrift 1 160 ( B). His ex

traetion was noble, and his true name Ro BERT F 1 T~

O OT H, which vulgar pronunciation eafyly corrupted 
into Ro BIN Hooo (C). He is frequently ftiled, and 
commonly reputed to have been EARL OF HuNTINC

D o N ; a title to which, in the latter part of his life, at 

leaft, he actually appears to have had fome fort of preten
fion (D). In his youth he is reported to have been of a 

wild and extravagant difpofiti-on; info.much that, his in
heritance being confumed or forfeited by his exceffrs, and 

his perfon outlawed for debt, either from neceffity or 

choice, he fought an afylum in the woods and forefts, 
with which immenfe traets, efpecially in the northern 

parts of the kingdom, were at that time covered ( E) . 
Of thefe he chiefly affected Barnfdale, in Y orkfhire, 

Sherwood, in Nottinghamfhire, and, according to fame, 

Plompton-park, in Cumberland ( F). H ere he either 

found, or was afterward joined by, a numuer of perfons 

in fimilar circumfrances ; 

" Such as the fury of ungove rn' d youth 

Thruft from the company o f awful men ;" (* f) 

who appear to have confidered and obeyed him as their 

chief or leader, and of whom his principal favourites, or 
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thore in whofe courage and fidelity he moil: conlided, 
were LITTLE JOHN, (whofe forname is faid to have 
been Nailor,) W 1 LL 1 AM SCAD LO c K (Scathelock 01· 

Scarlet), GEORGE A GREEN, pinder (or pound-keep
er) of Wakefield, Mu c H, a millers fan, and a certain 
monk or frier named TucK (G). He is likewife faid to 
have been accompanyed in his retreat by a female, of 
whom he was enamoured, and whofe real or adopted 
n ame vas MARIAN (H). 

His company, in procefs of time, confifl:ed of a hun
dred archers; men, fays Major, moft ikilful in battle, 
whom four times that number of the boldeft fellows durft 
not attack ( T). His manner of recruiting was fomewhat 
fin g u!ar; for, in the words of an old writer, H wher
fo eve r he hard of any that were of unufual ftrength and 
' hardines,' he would dergyfe himfelfe, and, rather then 
fay le, go lyke a begger to become acquaynted with them; 
and, after he had tryed them with fyghting; never give 
them over tyl he had ufed means to drawe [ them J to 1 yve 
after his fa ihion" (J) : a practice of which numerous in
fi ances are record ed in the more common and popular 
fongs, where, indeed, he feldom fails to receive a fonnd 
beating. In fhooting with the long bow, which they 
chiefly praEtifed, "they excelled all the men of the land; 
"flioug-ti, as occation required, they had alfo other wea
pons" ( K). 

In thefe forefts, and ,:vith this company, he for many 
years reigned li.ke .an independant fovereign ; at perpe
petual war, indeed, with the king of England, and all his 
fubj ecl:s, with an exception, however, of the poor and 
needy , and foch as were '' defolate and oppreffed," or 
Hood in need of his protecl:ion. When molefied, by a fu
perior force, m one place, he re•ired to anorner, 1hli de
fying the power of what vas called· Jaw and government, 
and making his enemies pay dearly, as •,vell for their open 
.attacks, as for their clandelline treachery. It iii not, at 

~ 3 



.. 
Vt THE LIFE OF 

the fame time, to be concluded that he mufl:, in _this op. 
pofition, have been guilty of manifeJl treafon or rebel
lion; as he moft certainly can be juftly charged with 
neither. An outJaw, in thofe times, being deprived of 
protection, owed no allegiance: '' his hand ' was' again{t 
every man, and every mans hand again ft him'' ( L). 
Thefe forefts, in fhort, · were his territories; thofe who 
accompanyed and adhered to him his fobjecl:s: 

The world was not his friend, nor the worlds law : 

and what better title king Richard could pretend to the 
territory .and people of England than Robin Hood had 
to the dominion of Barnfdale or Sherwood is a queflion 
humbly fobmitted to the confideration of the political 
philofopher. 

The deer with which the royaJ forefls then abo rnded 
(every Norman tyrant being, like Nimrod, '' a mighty 
hunter before the lord'') would afford our hero and his com
panions an ample fupply of food throughout the year; and 
of fuel-, for dreffing their venifon, or for the other purM 
pofes of life, they could evidently be in no want. The 
reft of their neceffaries would be eafyly procured 1 partly 
by taking what they had occafion for from the wealthy 
pa:(fenger, who traverfed or approached their territories, 
and partly by commerce with the neighbouring villages 
or great towns. 

It may be readyly imagined that fuch a life, during 
great part of the yecJr, at leaft, and wh1Je it CO'ltinued 
free from the, alarms or apprehenfions to w.-,ich our 
forefters, on~ would fi.,rpofe , muft h;:ve bf'e:-i too fre
quently fub · <> ct, might be r ufficientl y plt. :,,.a. t and ·fir, a
ble, and even defe rvc the complimeu Wll 1.. i is p .... y J. to 
it by Sbakfpeare, in his comedy of /h you like it, ( /~cl: ! • 

fcene 1.) where, on Oli.vtr., ?fkiI' 6 , i: whe.re will tne olcl 
duke iiv i: ?' ' Charles anfl,~rs, " i 'liey [ay he is al··e. c.ly 
in the forefi of Arde11, and a man:y merry men \\ ith him ; 
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and there they live like the OLD RoBIN Hooo OF 

ENGLAN'D; ••• ~nd fleet the time carelefsly as they 

did in the golden world." Th.eir gallant chief, indeed, 

may be prefumed to have frequently exclaimed with the 

banilhed Valentine, - in another play of the fame 
author;* 

" How ufe doth breed a habit in a man! 

This fhadowy defert, unfrequented woods, 

I better brook than flourifhing peopled towns; 

Here can I fit alone, unfeen of any, 
And, to the nightingale's complaining notes, 

Tune my di{l:reffes, and record my woes." 

He would, doubtlefs, too often find occafion to add; 

" What hallooing and what flir is this to-day? 

Thefe are my mates, that make their wills their law, 

Have fome unhappy palfenger in chace: 

They love me well; y~t I have much to do, 

To keep them from uncivil outrages." 

But, on the other hand, it will be at once difficult and 

painful to conceive, 

--- When they did hear 
The rain and wind beat dark December, how, 

In that their pinching cave, they could difcourfe 

The freezing hours away l (M) 

Their mode of life, in fhort, and dorneflic reconomy, 

of which no authentic particulars have been even tradi

tionally preferved, are more eafyly to be gueffed at than 

defcribed. They have, neverthelefs, been elegantly 

iketched by the animating pencil of an excellent, though 

neglected poet. ' 

" The merry pranks he play'd, would afk an age to tell, 

And the adventures flrange that Robin Hood befell, 

• 'J'wo gentlemen of Verona, acl 5. fcc:ne 4, 
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When Mansfield many a time for Robin hath been laid, 
How he hath coufen'd them, that him would have betray'd; 
How often he hath come to Nottingham difguis'd , 
And cunningly efcap'd• being fet to be fur priz'd. 
In this our f pacious i!le, I think there is not one, 
B-ut he bath heard fame talk of him and little John; 
And to the end of time, the talcs fhall ne'er be done, 
Of Scarlock, George a Green, and Much the miller's fon, 
Of Tuck the merry friar, which many a fermon made 
In praife of Robin Hood, his out-laws, and their trade, 
An hundred valiant men had this brave Robin Hood, 
Still ready at his call, that bow-men were right good, 
All clad in Lincoln green, (N) with caps of red and blue, 
His fellow's winded horn not one of them but knew, 
When fetting to their lips their little beugles fluill, 
The warbling ecchos wak'd from every dale and hill. 
Their bauldricks fet with fiu<ls, athwart their fho ulders caff, 
To which under their arms their fheafa were buckled fafl:, 
A fhort fword at their belt, a buckler fca,ce a fpan, 
Who frruck below the knee, not counted then a man: 
All made of Spanifh yew, their bows were wondrous !lroog; 
They not an arrow drew, but was a cloth-yard long. 
Of archery they had the very perfea craft, 
With broad-atrow, or but, or pri.ck, or roving fhaft, 
At marks full forty fcore, they us'd to pr ic k , and rove, 
Yet higher th an the breafl, for compafs never flrove; 
Yet at the fartheft mark a foot could ha,dly w111: 
At long-outs, fhort, and hoyles, each one could cleave the pin: 
Their arrows finely pa ir 'd, for timber, an d for feather, 
With birch and brazil piec'd to fly in any weather; 
And fhot they with the round, the fquare, or forked pile, 
The loofe gave fuch a twang, as might be heard a mile, 
And of thefe a1 rhers brave, t ltere was not any one, 
But he could kill a deer his fw1 ftelt !"peed up,rn, 
Which they did boil and roaft, in mzny a mighty wood, 
Sharp hunger the fine fauce to their m0re kinr,ly food. 
Then taking them to I efl:, his me1 r l men and he 
Slept many a :umme:r's night under th grren ood tree. 
From weali..hy ab bo~s chells, and ch u, abu ndant flon:, 
What ofter.times r took, be 1h r'd a rn .1g!t thl. poor: 
No ordly bi fhop cam, in hdl,- 1t0 1iu • w~v, 
To h. m before r.e we1 , b1.. .ur hi. po fs . dl: pay : 
Th ,. widow 11 dif, ,-J~ hr g ,y,sJ: elir, d, 
And remedieu the wrongs o'. many a v1rgin griev'd; (0) 
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He from the huiband's bed no married woman wan, 
But to his millrefs dear, his loved Marian, 
Was ever con Hant known, which wherefoe'cr fhe came, 
Was fovereign of th e woods; chief lady of the game: 
Her clothes tuck'd to the knee, and ddinty braided hair, 
,vith bow aod q uiver arm'd, !he wand er'd here and there) 
Amongft the fordh wild; Diana never knew 
Such pleafu1es, nor fuc;h harts as Mariana flew."* 

ix 

That our 11ero and his companions, while they lived 
in the woods, h::i.d recourfe to robbery for their better fop
port is neither to be concealed nor to be denyed. Tdl:imo
nies to this purpofe, indeed , would be equ::d !y endlefs and 
-unnece!fary. Fordun, in the fourteenth century, calls 
him, '' ille fa mo.ftj/imuJ jicrarius," that moil celebrated 
robber, and Major terms him and Little John, "fama
tij/imi latronrJ." But it is to be remembered, according 
-to the confeilion of the latter hillori:111, that, in thef.e ex
ertions of power, he took av11·ay the goods of rich men 
only; never killing any perfon, unl efs he was attacked 
or refifled : tha t he would not foffer a woman to be 
maltreaced ; nor eve r took any thing from the poor, bL1t 

charitably fed them with the wealth he drew from the 
abbots. · I disapprove, fays he, of the rapine of the man; 
but he was the mo!r humane and the prince of all rob
bers (*O). In allufion , no doubt, to this irregula r and pre
datory courfe of life, he has had the honour robe compar
ed to the iJluflrious \Vall ace, the champion and deli v.erer of 
his country; :ind th at, it is not a little rem arkable, in the 
latte rs own ime (P). 

Our hero, indeed, feems to have held bi{hops, abbots, 
prieils, :ind monks , in a word, all the clergy, regular or 
fccular, in decided averfion. 

" Thefe by!hoppes and th\'(e archebJfhoppes, 
Ye !hall tht.:,11 bete and hyncis:, " 

\,·as an injunction carefully impreffed upon his followers: 

* Draytcns Pof_yolbi-011, fong xxvi. 
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and, in this part of his conduB:, perhaps, the pride, ava. 
rice, uncharitablenefs, and hypocrif y of thefe clerical 
drones, or pious locufls, (too many of whom are frill 
permitted to prey upon the labours of the indufhious, and 
are fupported, in pampered luxury, (Q) at the expence of 
thofe whom their ufelefs and pernicierns craft te11ds to re
tain in fuperflitious ignorance and irrational fervility,) 
will afford him ample juflificacion. The abbot of Saint 
lVIarys, in York, (R) from fome unknown caufe, appears 
to have been diftinguifhed by particular animofity ; and 
the ilierif of Nottinghamfhire, (S) who may have been 
too afti ve and officious in hi s endeavours to apprehend 
him, was the nnremitte.d object of his vengeance. 

Notwithfl:anding, however, the averfion in which he 
appears to have held the clergy (')f every denomination, 
h e was a h1an of exemplary piety, according to the no
tions of that age, and retained a domeftic chaplain (frier 
Tuck no doubt) for the diurnal celeb ration of the divine 
rnyfieries. This we learn from an anecdote prefcrved by 
Fordun, as an inftance of thofe actions whid1 the hiflorian 
allows to deferve_cornmendation. One day, as he heard 
mafs, which he was moll devoutly accufiomed to do, (nor 
would he, in whatever neceility, fuffer the office to be inter
rupted,) he was efpyed by a certain fher1f and officers be
longing to the king, who had frequently before mol~fied 
him, in that rnofl: fecret recefs of the wood where he was 
at mafs. Some of his people, who perceived what w:ls 
g oing forward, advifed him to fly with a_ll fpeed, which, 
out of reverence to the facrnment , which he was then 
mofi devoutly worfhiping, he abfolutely refofrd to do. 
But the refl: of his men having Red for fear of death, Ro
bin, conficling folcly in him whom he reverently wor
fuiped, with a very few, who by chance were prefent, fet 
upon his enemies, whom he eafyly vanquifbed; and, 
being enriched with their f poi ls and ranfom, he always 
held the minifl:ers of the church and ma!fes in greater 
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veneration ever after, mindful of what 1s vulgarly 
faid: 

Him god does furely hear 
Who oft to th' mafs gives ear, (T) 

They who deride the miracles of Mofes or Mahomet 

are at foll liberty, no doubt, to rejeet thofe wrought in 

favour of Robin Hood. But, as a certain admirable 

author expreff"es himfelf, " an honeft man and of good 

judgment believeth ilill what is told him, and that which 

he finds written." 
Having, for a long feries of years, m~intained a fort of 

independant fovereignty, and fet kings, judges, and ma

gi{l:rates at defiance, a proclamation was publifhed, offer

ing a confiderable reward for bringing him in either dead 

or alive; which, however, feems to h:i.ve been produc

tive of no greater foccefs than former attempts for that 

purpofe (U). At lengh, the infirmities of old age in

creafing upon him, and defirous to be relieved, in a fit of 

ficknefs, by being let blo·od, he applyed for that purpofe 
to the priorefa of Kirkleys-nunnery in Yorkfhire, his re

lation, ( women, and particularly religious women, being;, 

in thofe times, fomewhat better ikilled in forgery than 

the fex is at prefent,) by whom he was t reacherot1sly 

foffered to bleed to death. This event -happened on the 

18th of November, 1247, being the 3 1ft year of king 

Henry lII. and (if the date affigned to his birth be car

rdt) about the 87th of his age. (V) He was intered 

under fome trees, at a fhort dif1-ance from the houfe; a 
ftone being placed over his grave, with an infcription to 

his memory ( \V). 
Such was he end of Robin Hood: a man who, in a 

b.:u barous age, and under a complicated tyranny, diCplay

ed a fpirit of freedom and independence, which has en~ 

cleared him to the common people, whofe caufe he rnain

tainad, ( for all oppofi·ion to tyranny is the caufe of the 
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people,) a:nd, in fpite of the malicious endeavous of piti
ful monks, by whom hillory was confecrated to the 
crimes and follies of titled ruffians and fainted idiots, to 
fopprefs all record of his patriotic exertions and virtuous 
aces, will render his name immortal. 

" Dum juga mantis aper.jluvior dmn pifcis amabit, 
Dumque thymo pafcentur apes,Jum rote cicada>, 
Semper h11nos, n,meJ1qite tuu111, laudcsque manel)lmf," 

With refpect to his perfonal character : it is fufficientTy 
evident that he was active, brave, prudent, patient; pof
feffed of uncommon bodyly fhength, and confiderable mi
litary fkill; jufl:, generous, benevolent, faithful, and be
Ioved or revered by bis followtrs or adherents for his ex
cellent and amiable qualities. .Ford:.m, a priefl:, extols his 
piety, and piety, by a prieil:, is regarded as the perfccl:ion of 
virtue; Major (as we have fren) pronounces him the 
moft humane and the prince of a!l robbers; and Camden, 
whofe tefiimony is of fome weight, calls him "prcedo
mm mitijfimum,'' the gentleft of thieves. As proofs of 
his univcrfal and fiogular populuity: his ftory and ex
ploits have been made the fohje8: as weil of various dra
matic exhibitions ( X), as of innumerable poems, rimes, 
fongs and ballads (Y): he has given ri fe to d:vers pro
verbs (Z); and to fw ear by him, or fame of his compani
o.ns, appears to have been a ufual practice ( A .L\) : his fangs 
have been prefered, on the mofl: folemn occafions, not only 
to the pfalms of David, but to the new ibmcnt (BI3); 
his fervice to the wo rd of god (CC): he ma y be regarded 
as the patron of archery (DD) : and, though not actually 
canonized, ( a fituation to \ hich the miracles wrought in 
his favour, as well in his lifetime as after his death, and 
the fupernatural powers he is, in fome parts, foppofed to 
have poffeJTed (EE), give him an indifput2blc c,airn ,) he 
obtained the principal diflin8:ion of fainthoud, in having 
a feftival allotted to him, and folemn games infhtuted in 
honour of his memory, which were celebrated till the 
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latter end of the fixteenth century ; not by the populace 

only, but by kings or princes and grave magill:rates; and 

that as well in Scotland as in England; being confide.red, 

in the former country, of the higheft political importance, 

and effential to the civil and religious liberties of the peo

ple, the efforts of governm~nt to fupprefs them frequently 

producing tumult and infurrect.ion (FF) : his bow, and 

one of his arrows, his chair1 his cap, and one of his flip

pers, were preferved, with peculiar veneration, till within 

the prefent century ( GG); and not only places which af

forded him fecurity or amufemenc, but even the well at 

which he quenched his thirfi, ftill retain his name (HH) : 

a name which, in the middle of the prefent century, was 

confered as an honorable difiinttion upon the prime 

minifter to the king of Madagafcar (IT). 

After his death his company was difperfed CJ J). Hif

tory is filent in particulars: all that we can, therefor, 

learn is, that the honour of Little Johns death and burial 

is contended for by rival nations (KK) ; that his grave 

continued long " celebrous for the yielding of excellent 

whet!lones ;" and that fame of his defcendants, of the 

name of Nailor, which he himfelf bore, and they from 

him, were in being fo late as the laft century (LL). 



NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIO-NS 

REfERED TO IN THE 

FOREGOING LI F E. 

(1) ,, FORMER biogra:phers,&fc."] Such,thatisg1 
as have already appeared in print, fince a 

iort of manufc ript life in the Sloane library will appear 
to have been of fame fervice. The fir ft of thefe refpecl:a
ble perfonages is the author, or rather compiler, of'' The 
11oble binh and gallant atchievements of that remarkable 
outlaw Robin Hood ; together with a true account, 
of the many merry extravagant exploits he played; in 
twelve foveral fl:ories: newly colletled by an ingenious 
antiguary. Lo nd on, printed by W. 0." f William On~ 
lcy.] 4to. black letter, no date. Thefe •• feveral 11ories,'~ 
in Let, are only fo many of the fongs in the common 
Gm la11d tranfprofed; and the H ingenious antiquary," 
who llrung 1hem together, has known fo little of his 
tr;ide, that he fcts out \ it.h informing us of his heros ba
nifhme nt by king Henry the tz;;btb. The above is fop
poled robe the " fmall merry book" cali -d Robin Hood, 
m ention ed .in a lift of ''· books, baHads, and hifiories, 
printed for and fold by vViliiam Thackeray at the A; gel 
in Duck-lane", (about 1680,) prefer re d in one of the 
voiumes of old b:.tl!ads (part of Bag ords co1le6ion) in 
the Britifi1 mufeum. 

Anothe r piece of biogrnphy, from which much will 
11ot be expected, is, " The Jives ar.d heroick atchicve 
ments of he rencwned I obin Hooe!, a. d J ,,me; Hind, 
two noted 1obbers Dn<l hi6hwaymcn. London, 1752.'' 
8vo. Tl is, however , is probably nothing more tr.an an 
extract from J ohnfons LirveJ ~f 1/;e hi:;hv..·aJmrn , in 
which, as a fpecime n of the authors hift ,rical autl ent i
ci ty , we have the life and altions of tllat nCJt d r bcr., 
51.R JOHN FALSTAFF. 
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The principal if not fole reafon why our hero is never 
once mentioned by Matthew Paris, BcnecliE!us abbas, or 
any other ancient Englifh hiftorian, was rnoft probably 
his avowed enmity to churchmen; and hiftory, in for
mer times, ·was written by none but monks. From 
the fame motives that J€lfepbus is pretended to have fop
preITed all mention of J efus Chriit, they were unwilfoig 
to praife the actions \.V hich they d urft neither m isrepre
fent nor deny. Forr-1un and Major, however, hejng 
foreigners, have not heen detered by this profeffional 
fpirit from retidering homage to his virtues. 

(A) "-was born at Locksley in the county of Not

tingham."] "Robin Hood," fays a MS. in the Bri
ti{h Mu[eum, (Bib. Sloan. 715.) written, as it feem-s> 
toward the end of the fixteenth century, c< was borne .at 

Lockesley in Yorkfhyre, or .after others in Notingham

fhire." The writer here labours under manifeit igno
rance and confuuon, but the Jirfl 1·ow of the rubric w.ill 
fee him right: 

" In Lockjly town, in merry Nottinghamflirc, 
In merry fweet Lockfly town, 

There bold Robin Hood was born and was b1ed~ 
Bold Robin of famous renown,"* 

Dr. Fuller (Worthies of England, 166z, p. 3 20.) is 
doubtful as to the place of his nativity. Speaking of 

the " Memorable Perfons" of Nottinghamfhire, " Ro
bert Hood," fays he, '' (if not by birth) by h.is chief 
abode this country-man." 

The name of fuch a town as Locksley, or Loxley (for fo., 
we fometimes find it fpelled), in the county of Notting
ham or of York, does not, it mufl: be confeffed, occur 

either in fir Henry Spelmans Fillare Angliomz, in 
Adams's Index <Villaris, in Whatleys Eng/ands gazetteer, t 

* Src part I l. ballad t. 
t All three mention a Loxley in Warwickfhirc, and another in 

Staffordfh,ire ("near Needwood-fo,eil; the manor and frat of the 
Kina, Isley & "). 
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in Thorotons Hifio1y of Nottinglam}hirt', or in the No• 
mina vii/arum Eboracenjium (York, 1 768, 8vo). The 
:file nee of thefe authorities is not, however, to be 
regarded as a conclufive proof that foch a place never 
exiH:ed. The names of towns and villages, of which no 
trace is now to be found but in ascient writings, would 
.fill a volume. 

( B )-" in the reign of king Henry the fecond, and 
about the year ofChrifl t 160. J "Robin Hood," according 
ro the Sloane MS. " was borne ... in the dayes of Henry 
the 2nd, about the yea re 1160." This was the 6th year 
of that monarch; at whofe death (mmo 1189) he would, 
of courfe, be about 29 years of age. Thole writers are 
therefor pretty correct who reprefent him as playing his 
pranks (Dr. Fullers pb.rafe) in the reign of king Ri
chard the firfl, and, according to the ]aft named author, 
'' about the year of our lord I zoo.''* Thus Major 
(who is followed by Stowe, .Atinale, 1592, p. 227.) 
" Circa bcec tc111po1·a [ fci. Ricardi I.] ut auguror, &c." 
A MS. no~e in the Mufeum (Bib. Har. 1233.) not, in 
tvlr. Wanleys opinion, to be relyed on, places him in 
the fame period, " Temp. Rich. 1. " Nor is Fordun 
altogether out of his reckoning in bringing him down 
to the time of Henry I [I. as we Orn!] hereafter 
fee; and with him agrees that " noble clerke 
maill:er Heclor Boece," who in the nineteeth chapter of 
his "threttene buke, "fays, " About this tyme was that 
waithman Robert Hode with his fallow litil J ohne, &c." 
( H_)jlory nf ScotlaRd, Edin. I 541. fo.) A modern wri
ter, ( Hijlo,y of Whitby, by Lionel Charlton, York , 1779, 
4to.) though of no authority in this point, has done well 
enough to fpeak of him as living " in the days of abbot 
Richard and Peter his fucceffor; " that is, between the 
years r 176 and r 2 Ir. The author of tl e two plays up-

* It is 1100 in the ori inal i but that is clearly an error of the 
prefs, 
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on the fl:ory of our hero, of which a particular account 
will be hereafter given, makes him contemporary with 

king Richard, who, as well as his -brother prince John, 

is introduced upon the fcene ; which is confirmed by 

another play, quoted in note (D). Warner, alfo, in 

his Albions Eng-land, 1602. p. 132. refers his exift

ence to" better <;laies., firft Richards daies." This, to 

be fore, may not be fuch evidence as would be fufficient 

to decide the point in a court of j uftice; but neither judge 

nor counfel will dif pute the authority of that oracle of the 

Jaw fir Edward Coke, who pronounces that " This Ro

bertHood lived in the reign of king R.J." ( 3 lnflitute, I 97.) 

We rnuil: not therefore regard what is faid by fuch 

writers as the author of " George a Greene, the pinner 

of Vl akefield,'' 1 599, ( fee note ( G) who reprefents our 

hero as contempora:ry with king Edward IV. and the 

compiler of a foolifh book ,called '' The noble birth, &c . 
.of Robin Hood," (fee note (a) who commen~es it by in

forming us of his banifhment by king Henry VIII. 

As well indeed might we fuppofe him to have Ii ved be
fore the time of C harlernagne, beca ufe fir John Haring

.ton, in hi6 translation of the .Orlando furiofo, 1.5 9G.,. 
p. 39c. has made 
\ 

" D1•kc ' Ammon in gr.eat wrath thus wife c to' fpeake, 

T his is a tale indeed of Ro B 1 N Hoon, 
Vlhich to beleeve, might Jhow my wits but weake;" 

or to imagine his ftory muft have been familiar to Pfa. 
,tarch, becaufe in his Morals, .translated by Dr. Phil~mon 

Holland, 16e:i3. p. 644. we read the following palfage.: 

" Evenfo [ i. e. as the crane and fox ferve each other in JE

fop J, when learned men at a table plunge and drowne them

fel ves (as it were) in fob ile pi:oblernes and queftions in~ 

terlaced with .Jogicke, which the vulgar fort are not able 

fir their lives to comprehend and conceive; whiles they 

alfo againe for their part come in wit_h their foolifh Jongs, 

·and vain balladsofR oBIN-HOOD and LITTLE JOHN, 

_telling tales of a tub be, or of a ;·oafled borfe, and fuch li~e.'-~ 
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Who,, indeed, would be apt to think that his 1kill in ar· 
chery was known to Virgil ? And yet, af. interpreted by 
our facetious friend Mr. Charles Cotton, he tells ·us, that 

" Cupid was a little tyny, 
Cogging, lying, peevilh nynny; 
But with a bow the lhit-breecht elf 
Would !hoot like RoBIN Hooo himfelf.'' 

In a word, if we are to credit translators, he rnuft have 
exifted before the fiege of Troy: for thus, according to 
one of Homers : 

" Then came a choice companion 
Of RoBIN Hoon and LITT LE JoHN, 
Who many a buck and many a doe, 
In Sherwood forefl, with his bow, 
Had nabb'd; believe me it is true, fir, 
The fellows Chriftian name was TEUCI!.R.," 

Iliad, by Bridges, 4to, p, 231. 

This laft fuppofition indeed, has even the refpecl:able 
countenance of dan 0-eoffrey Chaucer: . 

" Pandarus anfwerde, it may be well inough, 
And held with him of all that ever he faied, 
But in his hart he tho.ugbt, and foft lough, 
And to himfelfe full Coberly he faied, 
From hafellwr, f)d there JOLLY Ron 1 N plaied, 
Shall come all that thou abidefl here, 
Ye, farewell all the fnow e>f ferne yere." 

TROILUS (B. q·) Speghts edition, 1602. 

(C) " His extraction was noble, and his true name 
Ro BERT F1 TZOOT tt''.] In(, an olde and auncient pam .. 
phlet,'' which Grafton the chronicler had' feen, it was writ
ten that " This man difcended of a noble parentage." 
The Sloane MS. fays "He was of •..• parentage;" and 
though the material word is illegible, the fenfe evidently 
requires noble. So, likewife, the Harleian note: "It is faid 
that he was of noble blood.'' Leland alfo has exprefsly 
termed him " nobilis." ( Colleflanea, I. 54·) The fol-
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fowing account of his family will be found fufficiently 
particular. Ralph Fitzothes or Fitzooth, a Norman, who 
had come over to England with William Rufus, marry
ed Maud or Matilda, daughter of Gilbert de Gaunt eqrl 
of Kyme and Lindfey, by whom he had two fans: Phi
lip, afterward earl of K.yme, that earldom being part of 
his mothers dowry, and William. Philip the elder, dyed 
without iffue ; William wa·s a ward to Robert de Vere earl 
of Oxford, in whofe houfehold he received his eclucation, 
and who, by the kiqgs exprefs command, gave him in 
marriage to his own niece, the youngeft of the tqree 
daughters of the celebrated lady Roifia de Ver~, daegh .. 
ter of Aubrey de Vere, earl ofGuifnes in Normandy, and 

·lord high chamberlain of England under Henry I. and of 
Adeliza, daughter to Richard de Clare, earl of Clarenc~ 
and Hertford, by Payn de Beauchamp baron of BedforcJ 
her fecond hufband. The offspring of this marriage 
was,. our hero, Ro BERT FITZOOTH, commonly c;alled 
RoBIN Hooo. (See Stukeleys Palteographia' Britan
nica, No. I. pa.ffim.) 

A writer in the Gentlemans magazine, for March 
I 79 3, under the fignature D. H. pretends that Hood 
is only a corruption of H o' th' wood, q. d. of Shfr
•wood." This; to be fore, is an abfurd conceit; but, 
if the name were a matter of conjeB:ure, it might . be 
probably enough refered to fame particular fort of 
hood our hero wore by way of difiinB:ion or dif guife. See 
Scots Difcoverie of witchcraft, 1584-. p. 52z. It is 
unneceifary to add that Hood is a common furname 
at this day. 

(D) "He is freqqently ftiled •. EARL OF Hu NTI N c
oo N, a title to which, for the latter part of his life at leaft, 
he actually appears to have had forne fort of pretenfion."] 
In Graf cons " olde and auncient pamphlet," though, the 
author had, as already noticed, faid " this man difcended 
of a noble parentage," he adds, " or rather beyng of a 
bafe fiocke and linage, was for his manhood and chivalry 
ad vaunced to the noble dignitie of an erle/' 

b .z 
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In the MS. note (Bib. Har. 1233) is the following 
pa{fage: cc It is faid that he was of noble blood no leffe 
then an earle." Warner, in his Athi()ns England, alrea
dy cited, calls him '' a county." The titles of Mun
dys two plays are: '' The downfall," and ' ~ The death 
of RoB ER T EARL~ OF Hv NTIN GTON ." He is likewife 
introduced in that character in the fame authors lv.letropoli.s 
coronata, hereafter cited. In his epitaph we fhall find him 
expre.fsly ftiled "ROBERT EARL OF HUNTI N GTUN.' ! 

In " A pleafant commodie called Looke about y ou,' 1 

printed in I 600, our hero is introduced, and performs 
a principal character. He is reprefente4 as the young 
earl of Huntington, and in ward to prince Richard1 
though his brother Henry, the young king, complains of 
his hafng "h<!-d wrong about his wardfhip." He is de
f c.ribect as 

" A gallant youth, a proper gentl eman ;" 

and is fometimes called " pretty earle," and " li ttle 
wag." 

"Ji'au. But welcomt;, welcqme, anp young H uNTINCT o N, 
Sweet ROBYN HunE, honors befl: flo wing bloome." . 

"--an honourable youth , 
Vertuous and modefr, Huntingtons r ight heyre," 

And it is faid that 

" His f ather Gn B ER T was the fmoothfl: fac' t lo rd 
" That ere bare armes in England or in Fraunce." 

I n one fcene," Enter Richard and Robert with coronets.'~ 

" Rieb. Richa rd the Prince of Englanci, with his ward, 
The noble RonEJlT Hoon, EARLE HUNTINGTON, 

Prefent their fervice l your majefl:ie." 

Dr. Percys objection, that the moil ancient poems 
make no mention of thi earld om, but only call him a 
yeoman, will be confidered in another place. How he 
founded his pretenfions to t is title will be feen in his 
pedigree. Here it is. 
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" The pedigree of Robin Hood earl of Huntington. 

r. 
Wahheof earl of =Judith countefs 
Northumberland of Huntingdon, 
and Huntington, t~e conqueror's 

mece. 

Richard Fitzgilbert de=Roifia 

Clue earl of B,ien I 
J 

I . I 
Alice=Robert F1tzgilbert 

II. l I . Ill. 
, Simon de S. =Maud=David I. king 

lis I. earl of I I of Scots, earl 
Northampton of Hunting-

and Hunting- I don, 
don •••• , . IV. 

Henry earl of 
I 

Ada daughter 
, Northumber- of William 

I land andHun- earl of War-
tingdon. ren. Gilbert de Gaunt I Roilia 

earl of Kyme and · 
Lindfey came in v. ) 

SimonS. lislI.

1 

Habel dar. of/ 
earl of North- Robert Bolfu 
ampton and earl of Lei-
Huntington. cefter. 

vi. 
Malcolm IV. king 
of Scots, earl of 
Northumberland 
and Huntingdon. 

with the conquer-
or. , 

I 
Walter de Gaunt 

I 
earl of Lind
fey. 

Gilbert de Gaunt=A vis dau. • 

earl of Lincoln. I and heir of 
· William de 

Romara e. 
. of Lincoln. ------I VII. 

William earl of Huntingdon, Ralf Fitzooth a=I Maud. 
Norman, lord VIII. 

Simon S. )is III. earl of Hun-=Alice heirefs, 
tingdon and Northton, ob. J. 

of Kyme, 

p. 1184. 
, IX. 

David earl of •Carrick' anc1 Hunting
don , fon of Henry IV. (above) earl 
and of Ada. ob. 1219, 

x. 
John Cirnamd Scot his fon, earl of 
.Angus and Huntington, ob, J. p. 

I 
Philip Fitzooth, 
lord of K yme, 
ob.f P• 

I . 

1 23 7. 

William Fitzooth=a daughter of 
brought up by Ro-1 Payn Beau
bert earl ofOxford. champ and 

,-..---------------' ladv Roifiil 
I de Vere, 

RoBF.R T F1TzooT H, commonly called RoB IN HooD 1 pre .. 

tended earl of Huntiogton1 Qb, 1271 [ 1217 J."~ 
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* Stukeleys Pa!t'£ographia Britannica, No. II. p. 115. In an inte1 leaved copy ot Robin Hoods garland formerly belonging to Dr. Stukeley, and now in the poITeflion of Francis Douce efgu1rc, oppofite the 2d page of the 1 It fang, is the fdllowing note in hii 
~wn hand: 

" Guy earl of Warwick. 

George Gamwell 
of Gamwell hall magna 
cfq. 

Joanna= 
\ Fitz Odoth 

-----I 
Robin Fitz Odoth 

Gamwell thc kings fore!ter in York!hire, 
mentioned in Camden. 

See my an[wer No. II. of lady Roif1a, 
where is Robin Hoods T 11. tr E r En I c;. REE." 

'the do8:or feems, by this pedigree, to have founded our hero!l pretehf1oris on his defcent from Roif1a, fifter of Robert Fitzgilberr, 
hufband of Alice, youngelt daug~ter of Judith countefs of Huntingdon; which, whatever it might do in thofe times, would fcarcel7 be thought [ufficient to furport fuch a claim, at preferlt. . Befidc, though John the Seat dyed without iffue, he left three fiflers, all hlarryed to powerful barons , either in Scotland or in Englarrd , non~ of whom, howevet, affutned the title. It is, therefor, probable, after ;d i, that Robin Hood derived his earldom in fame other way. 

Dr. Stukeley, whofe learned labours are fuflicicntly known and 
efieemecl, w.!s a profe!Ted antiquary, and a beneficed clergyman of the church of England. He has not, it 1s true, thought it neceffary to cite any ancient or other authority in fupport of the above: reprefentations; nor is it in the editors power to fupply the deficiency. Pei·haps, indeed, the doEl:or might think himfelf intitled to expeEl: that his own authority would be deemed fufficient ~ up<Jrr that, however, they rnufl be content to rcfl. Mr. Parkin, who pub
.lifhed "A reply to the peevilh, weak, and malevolent objeEl:ionll brought by Dr. Stukeley, in his Ongines Royjlrmiant£, No.2. (NOT · 
wich, 1748. 4to.) terms" his pedigree of Robin Hood quite jocofe, an otiginal indeed!" (fee pp. 27, 32.) 

Ot!J? and Fitz -Otho, it mull: be confe[. d, were common names 
among the Anglo Normans, but no fuch name as OtheJ Ooth, Fitz~ Othes, or Fil':l:.-09th, has been el few here met with. Philip de Kime, alfo, was certainly a confiderable landholder in the county of Lin
coln, in the time of kirlg Henry II. but it no where a ppears, except from Dr. Stukeley, that his furnamc was Fitz-Ooth. 

The doEl:or likewi[e informs us that the arms of Ralph fitzooth, and confequently of our hero, were" g. ~wo bcndi engrailed, o.' • 
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{ E) " In his · youth he is report~d to have 

been of a wild and extravagant difpofition, &c."] 

Graftons pamphlet, after fuppofing him to have been 

H advaunced to the noble dignitie of an erle," con

tinued thus : " But afterwardes he fo prodigally ex.:. 

ceeded in charges and expences, that he fell into 

great debt, by reafon whereof, fo many actions and 

futes were commenced againft him whereunto he anfwer

ed not, that by order of lawe he was outlawed."* 

Leland muft undoubtedly have had good authority for 

calling him " nobilis ille exlex." t Fordun fuppofes him 

in the· number of thofe deprived of their eftates by K. 

Hen. III. "Hoc intempore," fays he,'' de exberedatisfur

rexit & caput erexit ille famofz.ffimus Jiccarius Robertus 

Rode ~ littillJ ohanne cum corum complicihus." (p. 77 4.) 

The Sloane MS. fays he was "fo ryotous that he loft or 

fould his patrimony & for debt bec.-ame an outlawe :'' 

and the Harleian note mentions his '' having wafted his 

eftate in riotous courfes." The former authority, how

ever, gives a different, though, it may be, lefs credible, 

account of his being obliged to abfcond. It is as fol

lows: " One of his firfl: exployts was the going abrade 

into a forreft & bearing with him a bowe of exceeding 

great ftrength he fell into company with certayne rangers 

or woodmen, who fell to quarrel with him, as making Ihowe 

to ufe fuch a bowe as no man was able to ihoote withall. 

Wherto Robin replyed that he had two better then that at 

Lockei1ey, only he bare that with him nowe as a byr

ding bowe. At length the 'contentioL1' grewe fo hote that 

there was a wager layd about the kyllyng of a deere a 

greate diil:ance of, for performance whereof Robin offered 

to lay his head to a certayne fome of money, the ad van

tage of which raih fpeach the others prefently tooke. So 

the marke being found out, one of them, both to make hi~ 

ha1t fa ynt and hand unftead y, as he was about to !hoot~ 

'* Graftons chronicle, p. 8.5, 
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urged him with the Ioffe of head if he myfl: the marke-•. 
Notwithfl:anding Robyn kyld the deare, and gave every 
man his money agayne, fave to him which at the poynt of 
fuooting fo upbraided him with danger to loofe his hed 
for that wager; & he fa yd they would drinke togeyther : 
whereupon the others ftomached the matter and from quar
elling they grewe to fighting with him. But Robin., 
getting him fomewhat of, with !hooting difpatch them, and 
fo fled away ; and then betaking himfelfe to Iyve in the 
woods, &c."* 

That he lurked or infafl:ed the woods is agreed by alt. 
4 ' Cin·a htec tempora," fays Major, '' Robertus Hudus An
glus & parrvus Joamzcs, latron-cs famatijjimi, in nemoribuJ 
latuerunt." 

Dr. Stukeley fays that H Robin Hooa took to this wild 
way of life, in imitation of his grandfather Geoffrey de 
Mandeville, who being a favorer of Maud emprefs, K. 
Stephen took him prifoner at S. Albans, and made him 
give up the tower of London, Walden, Pleffis, &c. upon 
which he lived on plunder." (J.li"S. note in his copy of Ro
bin Hoods garland.) 

(F) " Qf thefe he chiefly affected Barnfdale, &c."} 
'' Along on · the lift hond,'' fays Leland, " a ii;. 
miles of betwixt Milburne and Feribridge I faw the 
wooddi and famofe forreft of Barnefdale, wher thay 
fay that Robyn Budde lyvid like an owtlaw.'' Itinerary, 
V. zor. 

" They haunted about Barn/dale forrcjl, Comp
ton [ r. P lomjton] parke, t and fuch other places." MS., 
Qloanc. · 

·11- See Robin Hood$ progrefi to Not1ingham, part II. ballad 2. 
t Plompton park, upon the banks of the Peterill, in Cumber

land, was formerly very large, and fet apart by the kings of Eng
land for the keeping of deer. It was difafforefled or difparkcd~ 
by Henry the 8th. See Camdens Britannia, by bifhop Gibron, 
who feems to confound this park with Inglewood forefl, a difi.rict 
of fixteen miles in length, reaching from Carlile to Penrith, when: 
the kings of England ufed to hunt, and Edward I, is reported~ 
have killed ~oo bucki ill one day, !bi~ 
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" His principal refidence," fays Fuller, " was in 

Shire'Lvood Jone.fl in this county [Notts], though he had 

another haunt ( he is no fox that hath but one hole) near 

the fea in the North-riding in Yorkfhire, where Robhz 

Hood5 bay frill retaineth his name : not that he was any 

pirat, but a land-thief, who retreated to thofe unfufpect

ed parts for his fecurity." Worthies of England, p. 3 2~. 

In Thorotons Nottingham./hire, p. 5fJ5· is fome account 

of the ancient and prefent ftate of Sherwood-foreft; but 

one looks in vain, through that dry detail of land-own

ers, for any particulars relating to our hero. '' In am,o 

domini J 194. king Richard the firft, being a hunting in 

the forreft of Sherwood, did chafe a hart out of the for

reft of Sherwood into Barnefdale in Y orkfhire, and be

caufe he could not there recover him, he made proclama

tion at Tickill in Y orkflrire, and at divers other places 

there that no perfon ihould kill, hurt, or chafe the faid 

hart, but tha the might fafely retorne into forreft againe, 

which hart was afterwards called ahart•royall proclaimed. 

( Man woods Fore fl law5, IS 98, p. 2 5• from '' an aun

cient recorde" found by him in the tower of Notting

ham cafl:le.),. 

(*F) "Here he either found, &c."] After being out

lawed, Grafton tells us, " for a lewde ihift, as his laft re

fuge, [he] gathered together a com pan ye of royfters and 

cutters,t and practifed robberyes and fpoyling of the 

* Drayton, ( Polyol6io11, fong 26.) introduces Sherwood in th~ 

charatler of a nymph, who,out of dildain at the preference ihewa 

l.iy the poet to a fifler-forefi, 

" All felf-praife fet apart, de.termineth to fir.1g 

That lufiy Robin Hood, who long time like a king 

V\1'1thin her compafs liv'd, and when he !iH:. to range, 

For fomc rich bool y fet, or el fe his air to change, 

To Sherwood fiill reLir'd, his only fianding court." 

t Cutters.] See the glo!fary to volume I. The word is fome. 

times ufcd as fynonimous with bravos or a!faffins. So in the ol '. 

play ot A rden of Fev njham, b. l, n, d, 

" Aad they are &11tt1rs ,uid may .ur your thrgat," 
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kinges fubjects, and occupied and frequented _the forefl:es 
or wild countries·" See alfo the following note. 

(G) "LITTLE JoHN, WrtLIAM SCADLOCK, 
GEORGE A GREEN, pinder of Wakefield, Muc.H a 
millers fon, and a certain monk.or friar named Tu CK."] 
Of thefe the preeminence is inconteCT:ably due to Li,tlt 
John, whore name is almoft confl:antly coupled with that 
of his gallant leader, " Robertus Hode & littill Jo
hanne," are mentioned together by F ordun, as early as 
1341; and later inflances of the connection would be 
almoft endlefs. After the words, " for debt became an 
outlaw," the Sloane MS. adds: " then joyninge to him 
many ftout fellowes of lyke difpofition, amongfl- whom 
one called Little John was principal or next to him, they 
haunted about Barnfdale forreil:, &c.') See notes 
(KK) (LL). 

With refpecl: to frier 'luck, " thogh forne fay he 
was an other kynd of religious man, for that the order of 
freyrs. was not yet fprung up," ( MS. Sloan.) yet as tht? 
Dominican friers (or friers preachers) came into Eng 
land in the year 1 22 r, upward of 20 years before the 
death of Robin Hood, and feveral orders of the(e reli .. 
gious had flourifhed abroad for fome time, there does not 
feem much weight in that objection: nor in fact, can one 
pay much regard to the term frier, as it feems to have 
been the common title given by the vulgar (more efpe-
cially after the reformation) to all the regular clergy, of 
which the friers were at once the low€ft and moll: numer
ous. If frier 'l"ttck be the fame perfon who, in one of 
the oldeft fongs, is called Tbe curtal frier of Fountains. 
dale, he muft neceffaryly have been one of the monks of 
that abbey, which was of the Cifl:ertian order. How
ever this may be,frier 'fuck is frequently noriced, by old 
writers, as one of thy companions of Robin Hood, and as 
fuch was an e!fential charaEter in the morris-dance, ( fee 
note (H). He is tlius mentioned by Skelton, laureat, in 
his "goodly interludet' of llfagnificencc, written about 
the year 1 500, and with an evident -.llufion to fom e 
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game or praclice now totally forgotten and inex~ 

plicable, 

" Another bade lhave halfe my berde, 
And boyes to the pylery gan ~e plu cke, 
And wolde have made mefrter Tucke , 
To preche oute of the py lery hole." 

In the year I 417, as Stow relates, " one by his coun

terfeite name, called friei' CJ'ucke, with rnanie other male

factors, committed many robberies in the counties of Sur

rey & Su!fex, whereupon the king fent out his writs 

for their apprehenfion." (Amwles, I 592.) 
George a Green is Grorge o'the Green, meaning per

haps the /o<t,vn-grren, in which the pound or pin.fold flood 

of which he had the care. He has been particularly 

celebrated, and " As good as George a Green" is ftill 

a common faying. Drayton, defcribing the progrefs of 

the river Calder, in the wefi-ridingof Yorkfhire, has 

the following lines : 

" It chanc 'd lhe in her courfe on' Kirkley' cafi her eye, 

\,\There merry Robin Hood, that honefl: thief, doth lie; 

Beholding fitly too before how Wakefield flood, 

She doth not only think of lufly Robin Hood, 

Bnt of his merry man, the pindar of the town 

Of Wakefield, George a Green, whofe fames fo far are blowu 

For their fo valiant ffght, that every freemans fong 

Can tell you of the fame, quoth lhe, be talk,d on long 

For ye were merry lads, and thofe were merry days." 

Thus, too, Richard Brathwayte, in his poetical epiftle 

" to all true-bred northerne fparks of the · gene• 

rous fociety of the Cottoneer5" ( Strappado for the dive/I, 

1615): 
" But hafre, my mufe, in colours to difplay 

Some auncient cuflomes in their high-roade way, 

At lea 0: fuch places labour to make knowne 

As former times have honour'd with renowne. 

The firfi whereof that I intend to !bow 

l merry Wakc:fic:ld1 and her pindar too, 
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Which fame hath blaz'd with all that did belong, 
Unto that towne in many gladfome fang, 
The pindars valour, and how firme he flood 
In th' townes defence 'gainfl th' rebel Robin Hood, 
How floutly he bebav'd himfelfe, and would, 
In fpite of Robin, bring his horfe to th' fol cl, 
His many May-games which were to bi: feene 
Yearly prefentecl upon fYt1kejield greene, 
Where lovely Jugge and lull1e Tib would go, 
To fee Tom-liv ely turne upon the toe; 
Hob, Lob, and Crowde the fidler would be therep 
And many morel will not fpeake of here. 
Good god! how glad hath been this hart of mine&' 
To fee that towne, which hath, in former time, 
So flourilh'd and fo gloried in her name, 
Famous by th' p indar who fidl rais'd the fame! 
Yea, I have paced ore thut greene and ore 
And th' more I faw't I tooke delight the more, 
" For where we take contentment in a place, 
"' A whole daies walke feem es as a cinquepace. 
Yet as there is no folace upon earth, 
"\.Vhich is attended evermore with minh, 
.But when we are tranfported mofl with gladneife, 
Then fuddenly our joy's reduc'd to fadndfe • 
So far'd with me to fee the pindar gone, 
And of thofe jolly lad des that were not one 
Left to furvive: I griev'd more then lie fay:
(But now for Bradfo1d I mufi haft away.) 

Unto thy tafk, my mufe, and now make knownr:, 
The jolly fhoo -maker of Bradford towne, 
His gentle-craft fo rais'J i11 former time 
.By princely journey-men his difcipline, 
" Where he was wont with paffengers to quaffe, 
" But fuffer none to carry up their flaffe 
Upon tbeir fhoulders, whilll they pafl through town, 
For if they did he foon would beat them downe; 
(So valiant was the foutc' r) and from hence 
Twixt Robin Hood and him grew th' difference i 
Which, caufe it is by molt (lage-poets writ, 
for brevity I thought good Lo omit," 

T n the latter part of this extract, hon ell: Richard evi
dently alludes to " A pleafant conceyted comedie of 
George a Greene, the pinner of Wakefield ; as it was 
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fundry times acl:ed by the fervants of the right honour
able the earle of Suifex," 1599, 4to. which has been erro
neously afcribed to Heywood the epigrammatifl:, and is 
reprinted, with other trafh, in the late edition of Dodf
leys Old plays ; only it unluckily happens that Robin HooJ 
is almofl: the only perfon who has No difference with the 
fluter ( or fhoe-maker) of Bradford. The play in !horr. 
(or at leaft that part of it which we have any concern 
with) is founded on the ballad of Robin Hood and the 
pinder of Wakcfi.eld, (fee part II. fong 3,) which it di
rea!y quotes, and is in fact a moll defpicable perform
ance. King Edward (the fourth) having taken king 
J a es of Scotland prifoner, after a mofl: bloody battle 
near Middlcham-calHe, from which of 30,000 Scots not 
5000 had e caped, comes with his royal captive in dif
guife to Bradford, where they meet Robin Hood and 
George a Green, who have juft had a ftout affray: and~ 
after having read this, and a great deal more fuch non
fenfical fl:uff, captain Grofe fagaciousJy " fuppofes, that 
this play has little or no foundation in hifl:ory ; " and 
very gravely fits down, and debates his opinion in 
form. 

cc The hiftory of George a Green, pindar of the 
t own of Wakefield", 4-to. no date, is a modern pro
duB:ion, chiefly founded' on the old play jufr mentioned. 
of neither authority nor merit. 

Our gallant pinder is thus facetiously ~ommemorated 
by Drulfken Barnaby: • 

" Hine diverfo curfo, faro 
Q..uod audijfem df' pindero 
Wakefeeldenfi; gloria mundi7 
Ubi focii Junt ;ucundi, 
JV!uum jlatui peragrare 
Georgi1 fufiem vifitare.' 

" Turning thence, none could me hinder 
To fa lute the fVakifiPld pilld:zr; 
Who indeed is the world's glory, 
With his comrades never forry. 
This was the caufe, lcfi you fhoul4 mifs it~ 
~corge's club I meant to vifit. 
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" Peni Wakefield peYami:enum, 
Ubi qui:erens Georgium Greenum, 
Non inveni, .fed in lignum 
Fixum reperi Georg11fignum, 
Ubi allam bibifrram 
Donce Georgiofortior eram." 

" Strait at Wakefield I was feen a, 
Where l fought for GeoYge a Green a; 
But could find not fuch a creature, 
Yet on a fign I faw his feature, 
Where fhength of ale had fo much !lir'd me, 
That I grew fiouter tar than Jordie." 

Befides the companions of our hero enumerated in the 
text, and whofe names are moO: celebrated and familiar, 
we find thofe of Tf/illiam of GoldJbrough, ( mentioned by 
Grafton,) Right-hitting Brand, (by Mundy,) and Gil
bert with the white hand, who is thrice named in the L;•t
tell gtfle of Robyn Hode, ( I. 5 2. 7 L) and is likewife 
noticed by bifhop Gawin Douglas, in his Palice of Ho
nour, printed at Edinburgh in I 5 79, but written before 
1518: 

" Thair faw I Maitlaind upon auld Beird Gray, 
Robene Rude, and Gi/berr with the quhite •hand,' 
Bow Hay of Nauchton flew, in Madin lanci."·l-

As no mention is made of Adam Bell, Clim of the 
Clough and William of Cloudefiie, either in the ancient 
legend, or in more than one of the numerous fangs of 
Robin Hood, nor does the name of the latter once occur 
in the old metrical hifiory of thofe famous archers, re
printed in Percys Reliques, and among Pieces of ancient 
popular poetry, it is to be concluded that they floufi!hed 
at different periods, or at leafi: had no connection with 
each other. In a 12oem, however, intitled " Adam 
~e'. 1, Clim of the Clough, and You NG William of 

• Scotifo poems, i. 122: The Jail verfe is undoubtedly fenfe ,1s 
-it now frands; but a collation of MSS. would probably autborile 
!4S to read : 

,: ~hom Hay of Nauchtonjlew in Madin land." 
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Cloudef1ey, the fecond part," 1616. 4to. b. 1. (Bih. Bod. 
Art. L. 7 I. being a more modern copy than that in 
Selden C. 39, which wants the title, but was probably 
printed with the firft part, which it there accompanies, 
in 1605; differing ,onfiderably therefrom in feveral pla
ces; and containing many additional verfes ;) are the fol .. 
lowing lines (not in the former copy) : 

" Now beare thy fathers heart, my boy, 
Said William of Cloudelley then, 

When i was young i car'd not for 
The brags of Hurdieft men. 

The pinder of Wakefield, George a Green, 
I try'd a fommers day, 

Yet he nor i were vicl:ors made 
Nor viclor'd went away. 

Old Robin Hood, nor Little John, 
Amongfl their merry men all, 

Nor fryer Tuck, fo flout and young, 
My courage could appall." 

(H) "MARIAN".] Who or whatever this lady was, it 
is obfervable that no mention of her occurs either in the 
Lytell gefic of Robyn Hode, or in any other poem or fong 
concerning him, except a comparatively modern one of 
of no merit (fee part I[. fong 24). She is an important 
charaB-er, however, in the two old plays of 'fbe death 
and downfall ~f Rohert earl ~f Huntingto11, written before 
1 600, and is frequently mentioned by dramatic or other 
write rs ahout that period. The morris dance, fo famous 
of old time, was ( as is elfewhere noticed) compofed 
of the following confcituent characters : Robin Hood, 
L ittle John, fricr 'fuck, and maid Marian. 

In the Fiifl part of K. Hellly IV. Falllaff fays to the 
holl:efs,-" There's no more faith in thee than in a 
ftew'd prune; nor no more truth in thee than in a draw~ 
fox ; and for womanhood, maid 1\llarian may be the depu .. 
t y's wife of the ward to thee :" upon which Dr. J ohnfon 
obferves, that cc Maid iv.lm-ian is a man dreffed like a 
woman, who attends the dancers of the morris." " In 
the ancient fa ngs of Robin HoQd," fays Percy,, " frequent 
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mention is made of maid Marian, who appears to have 
been his concubine." I could quote/' adds he, '' many 
paffages IN MY o L :o MS. to this purpofe, b\lt !hall pro
fluce only pne :* 

'' Good Robin Hood was living then, 
Which now is guite forgoc, 

And fo was fayre mc,id Marian, &c.'• 

Mr. Steeyens, too, after citing th€ old play of 'The down• 
fall f)f R.obert ,earl of H antington, 1 60 r, to prove '' that 
maid Mqrian was originally a name a.flumed by Matilda, 
the daughter of Robert lord Fitzwater, while Robin Hood 
ifemained in a Hate of outlawry," obferves, that '' Shak
f peare fpeaks of maid Marian in her degraded ftate, when 
il,e was reprefented by a ftrumpet or a clown" : and re
fers to figure 2 in the P,late at the end of the play, with 
Mr. Tollets obfervations on it. The widow, in fir W. 
Davenants Lo,ve and honour, fays: " I have beeo 
mifirefi '!J,fariqn in a maurice ere now;" and Mr. Warton 
quotes an old piece, intitled " Old Meg of Hereford
fuire for a maid Marian, and Hereford town for a morris
dance : or I 2 morris-dancers in Herefordfhire of 1 2 oo 
years old," London, 1609, qua rto : which is dedicated!> 
JJ.e fays, to one Hall, a celebrated tabourer in that 
country. ~ee note (FF). 

* Wi<liout" the ancient fangs," to which the doa:or refers, are 
·comfine.ca to his" old MS." he evidently ai1erts what he would pro~ 
bably find it difficult to prove. As for the p a(fage he produces, it 
feems nothing to the purpofe; as, in the fidl plac e, it is apparently 
not " ancitmt"; and, in the fecond, it is apparently not from a 
e, fong of Robin Hood." 

+ M,r. Warton, having obferved that" The play of Ro BIN and 
MARIAN is faid to have been p~rformed by the: fchool-boys of All• 
giNs, a·ccording to annual cufl:om, in the year 1392: The boys 
were deguijiez, fays the old French record; und t hey had among 
them UN FlL,LETTE defguifee; (Carpent. Du Cange. v. RonINET
PENTECOSTE.)" adds " Our old charaller of MaydMarian may be 
J1ence il luftrated." (His. En po. i. 245 .) This, ind eed, fecms fuf
£ciently plaufiblc; but unfortunately the R obin and Marian of 
Angiers are not the Robin and Marian of She,"wc,od. The play ~ 
thJ.l extant. See Fab/iau." ou contes1 Paris, 1781 1 ii. 144:. 
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(I) '' His company, &c."] See the entire pafiage 
'quoted from Major in a fubCequent note. '' By fuch boo. 
yes as he could get,'' fays the writer of the Sloane MS. 

" his company encreaft to an hundred and a halfe." 

. (J)-" the words of an .old writer."] The author of 
the Sloane manufcript; which adds : '' after fuch maner 
he procured the pynner of Wakefeyld to become one of 
his company, and a freyr called Muchel [r. Tuck] ..• 
,Scarlock he induced upon this occafion : one day meeting 
him as he walket folitary & like to a m:i.n for lorne, be
caufe a mayd to whom he was affyanced was taken from 
[him] by the violence of her frends, & given to ar10-
ther that was old & welthy, whereupon Robin, under
fl:anding when the rn::i.ryage-day fhould be, came to ~he 
church as a begr;ct, & having his own company not far 
pf, which came in fo foone as they hard the found of his 
horne, he tooke the bryde perforce from him that [bare] 
in hand to have rnarryed her, & caufed the preift to 
wed her & Scarlocke togeyther." (See part II. fong 8.) 
This MS. of which great par t is merely the old legend 
or Lytell gr./le of Robyn Hade turned into profe, appears 
to have b en written before the year 1600. 

(K) '' In !hooting, &c."] IVIS. Sloan. Grafton alfo 
f peaks of our heros " excellyng principally in archery 
or {hooting, his manly courage agreeyng thereunto.'' 

Their archery, indeed, was unparalleled, as both Ro
bin Hood and Little John have frequently !hot an arrow 
a meafured mile, or 1760 yards, which, it is fuppofed, no 
one, either before or fince, was ever able to do, "Tradi
tion," fays rnaller Charlton, " informs us that in one of 
' Robin Hoods' peregrinations, he, attended by his tru!l:y 
mate Little John, went to dine [ at Whitby-abbey J 
with the abbot Richard, who, having heard them often 
famed for their great dexterity in {hooting with the long 
bow, begged them after dinner to !hew him a fpecimen 
thereof; when, to oblig the abbot, they went up to the 

C 
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top of the abbey, whence each of them fhot an arrow i1 

which fell not far from Whitby-laths, but on the contrary 

fide of the lane; and in memorial thereof, a pillar was 

fet up by the abbot in the place where each of the arrows 

was found, which are yet fi:anding in thefe our days ; 

that field where the pillar for Robin Hood's arrow frand 3" 

being ftill called Robin Hood's field, and the other where 

the pillar for Little Joh n's arrow is placed, frill preferving 

the name of John's field. Their diftance from Whitby 

abbey is MORE THAN a M EA S UR E D MILE, which 

feems very far for the flight of an arrow, and is a cir

tumftance that will fiagger the faith of many; but as to

the credibility of the fi:ory, every reader may judge 

thereof as he thinks proper; only I muft here beg leave 

to obferve that thefe very pillars are mentioned, and the 

fields called by the aforefaid names, in the old deeds for 

that ground, now in the poffeffi on of M r. Thomas Wat

fon." ( Hijlory of W hitby, York, I 779. p. 146.)" 

* '" Th e quarry fro m whence k ing Wolfere fetched flo nes for 

h is royal D:1 uclure [i.e . Peterbo roughl was undoubtedly that of 

Bernach near unto Stamford .. .. And I find in the charter of K. Ed

ward theConfeffo r , which he granted to the abbot of Ramrey, tha; 

the abbot of R am fey fhould give to the abbot and convent of Pe

terburgh 400 0 ee les in the time of Lent, and in confideration 

th ereof the ab bot of Peterburgh fhould give to the abbot of Ram

fey as m uch freeflone from his pitts io Bernack, and as much rag

fi one from his pills in Peterburgh as he fhould need. Nor did the 

abbo t of P<!terhurgh from thele pits fuinifh only that but other ab

bies alfo, as that of St. Edmunds-Bury: in memory whereofthe1e 

are two long flones yet !landing upon a balk in Caflor-field, near 

unto G unwade-feny; which erroneous tradition hath given out to 

be draughts of arrows from Alwahon church-yard thither; the one 

of Robin Hoed, and the other of Little John; but the truth is, 

they were ret up for witneffrs, that the carr iages of flone from 

.Bernack to Gunwade-ferry, to be conveyed to S. Edmunds-Bury, 

mig ht pars that way without pa) ing toll; and in fome old terrars 

they are called S. Edmunds flones. There fl:ones are nicked in, 

thei r tops a fter the manner of arrows, probably enough in memo

ry of S. Edmund , who was fhot to death with arrows by the 

Danes." Guotoos Hijlory of the church of I'eterburg.h, i. G86, p. 4.. 
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Dr. Meredith Hanmer, in his Chronicle of Ireland, 
{p. I 79.) [peaking of Little John, fays, '' There are 
memorable ates reported of him, which I hold not for 
truth, that he would fhoot an arrow A MILE o FF, and 
a great dea1e more; but them," adds he, " I leave 
among the lyes of the land."* 

(L) cc An outlaw, in thofe times,. being deprived of 
protetlion, owed no allegiance, &c."] Such a character 
was, doubtlefs, at the period treated of, in a very criti
cal fituation; it being equally as legal and meritorious 
to .hunt down and difpatch him as it was to kill a wolf, 
the head of which animal he was faid to bear. c, Item 
foris(acit," fays Brat"ton, (who wrote about the time,) 
omnia que pacis /unt, quia a tempore quo utlagatus r/l c A• 

Pu T GER IT Lu P 1 Nu M, ita ut impune ab omnihus inter-
fici pojjit. (l. 2. c, 35 .) In the great roll of the Exche
quer, in the 7th year of king Richard I. is an allowance 
by writ, of two marks, to Thomas de Preftwude, for bring
ing to \Veftminfter the head of William de Elleford an 

* " In this relation," Mr. Walker obferves, "the doRor not 
only evinces his credulity, but dif plays his ignorance of archery; 
for the ingenious and learned Mr. Barrington, than whom no man 
can be better informed on the fubjeR, thinks that eleven fcore and 
fevcn yards is the utmolt extent that an arrow can be £hot from a 
long bow." ( A,chc.eologiai vol. VII.) According to tradition, he 
adds, Little John fhot an arrow from the Old-bridge, Dublin, to 
the prefent fite of St. Michaels church, a diilance not exceeding, he 
believes, that mentioned by Mr, Barrington. ( Hijlorir:al ejfay 011 

the drifs of the aneimt and modern Iri}h, p. 129.) 
What Mr. Barrington" thinks" may be true enough, perhaps, 

of the Toxopholitc•fociety and other modern archers; but people 
fhould not talk of RoB IN Hooo who never foot in his bow. The 
above ingenious writers cenfure of Dr. Hanmers credulity and ig
mrance, feems to be mifapplyed; fioce he cannot be fuppofed to 
believe what he holds not for truth, and aclually leaves among the 
lyes of the land. 

See alfo the old fang, printed in the appendix, p. 207. Dray
ton, a well-informed and intelligent man, who wrote before 
~rchery had fallen into complete difufe, fays-

" At µiarks full/or0J /core they us'c\ to prick and rove.'' 

C 2 
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outlaw. (See Madoxes Hijlory of the Exchequer, r 36: y 
Thofe who received or confo.ted with a perfon outlawed 

were fubjecr to the fame punifhment. Such was the hu

mane policy of onr enlightened anceftors ! 

(M) 
" --- how, 

• . .- • they could difcourfe 
The free zing hours a way!"] 

(y;mbelin-e , act 3, fcene 3·) The chief fubjecl:s of our 

heros converfation are fupp ofed, by a poetical genius of 

the 16th century, to have been the commendation of a 

foreft-life, and the ingratitude of mankind. 

" I ha ve no tales of Robin Hood, though mal-content was he 

ln better daies, firlt Richards daics, and liv'd in woods as we 

A Tymon of the world; but not devoutly was he foe, } 

And therefore p rai fc I not lh e man: but for from him did groe 

,,v orris worth the notet a word or twa ine of him ere hence we goc, 

Thnfc daiesbegot fame mal-contents, the principall of wliome 

A county was, that with a fr oope of yomandry d,d rome, 

Brave archers and de liver men, fince nor before fo good, 

Thofe took from rich to give the poore, and manned Robin IInod. 

He fed them well, and lodg'd them Cafe in pleafantc:aves and bowers, 

Oft faying to his merry m en, \l\fbatjulter life than our5? 

Here ufe we tallents that abroad the churles abufe or hide, 

Their coffers excrements, and ycat for common wants denidc. 

We might have fier-ved for their Hore, & they have dyc'Il our} 

bones, 
Whofe tongues, driftes, harts, inticc, meane, melt, as fyrcns, 

foxes, !lanes, 
Yea even ti:c bell. that betterd them heard but aloofe our moncs. 

And redily the churles could prie and prate of our amis, 

Forget full of thf'ir_ owne. : . • . . 

l did dmis, not mdling friends that w1fht me to amend; 1 
I did amend-, but miffed friends when mine a mis had end: 

My f,icnds th reforc fhall finde me true, but I will tru!l no frcnd. 

Not one I kn!:wc that"' ifht me ill, nor a11y workt me well, } 

To lo~, lacke, li\·e, time, frcnds, in yncke, an hell, an hell, an 

htll ! 
Then ha ,Viie we (quoth Robin Hood) in merry Sherwood that 

dw ·!L~ 

;.. Warne~s Albionr E,,gl..md, 1602, p. 132. It is part of the 

~C!rmito fvc c.:h to the earl_of Laaca!l r, 
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l t has been conjectured, however, that, in the winter

.feafon, om hero and his companion~ feverally quartered 

t hemfelves in villages or country-houfes more or lefs re

mote, with perfons of whofe fidelity they were affured. 

lt js not improbable, at the fame time, that rhey might 

have tolerably comfortable habitations erec.1ed in the 

woods. 
Archery, which our hero and his companions appear 

to have carryed to a fi:ate of perfection., continued to be 

cultivated for fome ages after their time, down, indeed, 

to that of Henry VIII. or about the year 1540, when, 

owing to the introduction of artillery and matchlock-guns, 

it became neglected, and the bowmen of Creffy and A gin,. 

court utterly extinct: though it may be frill a queHion 

lvhether a body of expert archers would not, even at this 

day be fuperior to an equal number armed with mufkets, 

The lofs foftained from this change by the people at 

large feems irreparable. Anciently, the ufe of the bow or 

bill qualified every man for a foldier ; and a body of pea

fan ts, led on by a Tyler or a Cade, was not lefs formida

ble than any military force that could be raifed to oppofe 

them: by which means the people from time to time pre

ferved the very little liberty they had, and which their 

tyrants were confiantly endeavouring to wreft from them : 

See how the cafe ftands at prefent : the fovereign, let him 

be who or what he will, (kings have been tyrants and 

may be fo again,) has a ftanding army, well difciplined 

and accoutred, while the fobjeB:s or people are abfolute]y 

defencelefs: as much care having been taken, particu

larly fince "the glorious revolution," to deprive them of 

?-rms as was formerly beftowed to enforce their ufe and 

practice. The following extract from Hales Hijloria 

placitorum coronre (i. I 1 8. ) will ferve to thew how fami

liar the bow and arrow was in the 14th century. " JV!. 22. 

E. 3. Rot. I r 7 . coram rege Ebor. This was the cafe of 

Henry V,efcy, who had been i ndic1:ed before the fheriff 

in turno fuo ••• of divers felonies, whereupon the fheriff 

ma1Jdavit rommijfionem Jiam }imri.o d, Clydernrz,ve t:5 aliis 
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ad capiendum prcedi8um H. Vefcy, & (alvo ducendum 
ufque caflrum deEhor.' Vefcy would not fobmit to an ar
reft, but fled, & inter fugiendum .fhot with his bow and 
arrows at his purfuers, but in the end was kild by Cly
derawe :" to which may be added a remarkable pa!fage 
in Harifons " Defcription of England," (prefixed to 
Holinfheds chronicle, 1587,) to prove how much it had 
declined in the 16th. " ln times paft," fays he, " the 
cheefe force of England confifted in their long bowes. 
:But now we have in maner generallie given over that 
kind of artillerie, and for long bowes in deed doo 
pratlife to .!hoot compaife for our pafrime; which kind 
of .!hooting can never yeeld anie fmart ftroke, nor 
beat down our enemies, as our countriemen were 
woont to doo at everie time of need. Certes the 
Frenchmen and Rmters* deriding our new archerie 
in ref peel of their corflets, will not let, in open fkir
mifh, if anie leifure ferve, to turne up their tailes, and 
crie, Shoote, Englifh; and all becaufe our ftrong £hooting 
is decaied and laid in bed. But if fame of our Englifh
men now lived that ferved king Edward the third in his 
warres with France, the breecht of foch a varlet J11ould 
have beene nailed to his bum with one arrow, and an 
other fethered in his bowels, before he fhonld have turn
ed about to fee who fhot the firfr." (p. 198.) Bifhop 
Latimer, in his fixth fermon before K. Edward VI. gives 
an interefting account how the fans of yeomen were, in 
his infancy, trained up to the bow. 

(N) 
" All clad in Lincoln green-"] 

This fpecies of cloth is mentioned by Spenfer 
queene, VI. ii. 5.) 

" All in a woodmans jacket he was clad 
Of Lincolne greenf, belay'd with filver lace; 
And on his head an hood with aglets fprad, 
And by his fide his hunters horne he hanging had,,, 

* Flemings. t Brci.ches.. 

( Faerif 
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it is likwife noticed by our poet himfelf, in another 

t71ace: 

" Swains in tbepherds gray, and gyrles in LiPcolne greene."* 

.See Polyolbion, fong XXV. where the marginal note fays~ 

"' Lincolne anciently dyed the befi green in England.-'' 

Thus Coventry had formerly the reputation of dying the 

·heft blue. See Rays Pro-11erhs, p. - I 78.. Kendal green is 

equally famous, and appears to have been cloth of a . 

fimilar quality. This colour was adopted by forefters to 

prevent their being too readyly difcovered by the deer. 

,See Sir John Wynnes Hijlory of the Gucdirfamily, ( Bar. 

ringtons Mifcellanie-1,) p. 419. Thus the Scotifh high

landers ufed to wear brown plaids to prevent their being 

difiinguifhed among the heath. It is needlefs to obfervt: 

that P"reen has ever been the favourite drefs of an archer, 

.bunt:r, &c. See note (DD). t We now call it a Saxon 

or grafs green: 

" His coat is of a Saxon green, his wa·illcoat's of a plaid." O.fong. 

Lincoln green was well known in France in or before 

the thirteenth century. Thus, in an (.')Id fabliau, trans

·profed by M. Le Grand .( Fahiiaux ou contn, iv. I 2.) "JJ 

mit done Jon furcot fourre d'ecureuil, & fa belle robe 

d'E s TAN F o RT teinte en verd." Ejlanfort is Stamford, 

in Lincolnfhire. This cloth is, likewife, often mention

ed by the old Scotifh poets, under the .names of Lincum 

licht, Lincum hl!Jne, &c. and appears to have been in 

• Thus alfo in part II. ballad 1. 

" She got on her holyday kirtle and gown, 
They were of a light Lincobre green." 

+ In the fi gn of The green man and {lill, we perceive a hrmtf. 

,ft/an, in a green coat, fiand ing by the fide of a jfil/; in allufion, a1 

it has been facetiously conj ecl:ured, to the partiality !hewn by that 

defcription of gentry to a morning dram. The genuine reprefenta• 

tron, how~ver, fhould be the green-man, ( or man who deals in green 

.IJerbs, ) "."'llh a b~ndle of pepper-mint, or penn.;-rOJ'al, under hi, 

arm, wh1cb he bnngs to have dijiillui. 
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univer1al requeft: and yet, notwithfl:anding this cload 
of evidence, mifl:er John Pinkerton has had the confi-. 
dence to a!fert that " no particular cloth was ever made 
at Lincoln." {See .Ancient Scotifh poems, ii. 4.30.) But, 
indeed, this worthy gentleman, as _l ohn1on faicl of Gold
finith, only ftumble;; upon truth by accident. 

(0) 
c, From wealthy abbots chefls, &c."] 

i:, I3ut who," exclaims Dr. Fuller, having cited this pafl:1.ge9_ 
<c made him a judge? or ga\·e him a commiflion to take 
where it might be beft fpared, and give where it was, 
rno!t wanted?" That fame power, one may anfwer, 
which authorifes kings to take where it can be ,v..1orjl 
fpared, and give it where it is leajt wanted. Our hero, 
i.n this ref peel:, was a knight-errant; and wanted no other 
commiffion than that of J uflice, whofe caufc he militated. 
His power> compared with that of the king of England, 
was, by no means, either eq11ally ufurped , or equally 
abufed: the one reigned over fobjech ( or i1ave3) as a 
rnaiter ( or tyrant), the other po!feffed no authority 
but wha~ was delegated to him by the free fuffrage 
of his adherents, for their general good: and, as for the 
reft, it WOl.lld be abfurd tci blame in I obin what we 
fhould praife in Richard. The latter, too, warred in 
remote pans of the world again.ft nations from which 
nei~her he nor his fobjecl:s had fufrained any injury; the 
former at home againft thofe to whofe wealth, avarice~ 
or ambition, he might fairly attribute not only his own 
1nisfortunes, but the mifery of the oppre!fed and enflaved 
fociety he had quitted. In a word, every man who has 
the power h1s 4lfo the authority to purfue the ends of 
juftice; to regulate the gifts of fortune, by transfering 
the foperfluities of the rich to the neccffities of the poor; 
by relieving the opp reffed, and even, when neceffary; 
deftroying the oppreffor. Thefe are the objects of the 
focial union; :ind every individual may, and to the utmoil 
of ·his power fhould, endeavo ur to promote them. Hae\ 
ou~r Robin Hood been, like M' Donald of llarrifdale, a 
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r~ade'r of Virgil, he, as well as that gallant chief, might 
have infcribed on his baldric, 

" Hte tibi erunt artes; pacis componere mores, 
Parcere JubjeBis, et debellare Juperbos." * 

(* O) "But it is to be remembered," &c.] The paf
fage, from Majors work, whic;h has been already quoted, 
is here given entire ( except as to a fingle fentence in
troduced in another place). Circa /.;cec tempora [f. Ri

cardi I. J ut auguror, Robertus Hudus & Parvus Joannes 

latroncs famatif!imi, in nemo1·ibus latuerunt, fa/um opulcntum 

,z;irorum bona diripicntes. Nullum niji eos inrvadentem rvcl 

rift}lentem pro fuarnm rerum tuitione occiderunt. Crntum 

Jagittarios ad pugnam aptij/imos Rober/us latrociniis aluit 

quos 400 rviri fortijfimi inrvadcre non a11debant. Fcemit2am 

nu/lam opprimi permijit, nee pauper11m bona furripuit, verum 

eos ex abbatum bonis ablatis opipare pav.it. Viri rapinam 

improbo,fi"d latronum omni um 1.mmanifjimrJs & princeps crat.'' 

(klajoris Britannia? hijloria. Edin. 1740. p. 128.) 
Stowe, in his Anna/cs, 1592, p. 227. gives an almofl: 

"* Se~ ~ennants_ 'Tour _in Scotland MDCCLXX II. part I p. 404~ 
The original rea1,hn~, whether altered by mlilake or defign, is-

" -- pacijque imponerc morem." 

One might, to the fame purpofe, addrefs our hero in the words 0 .f 
Plautus: (T!inummus, Ace IV. fcene i.) 

c: At9.11e hanc ~uam gloriam jam eznte aur[lms acceperi:111, & nobile: 
(lp:td hommes, · 

Pauperibus te parcere Joli tum, divites danmare atque domare. 
Abi, laudo. J cis ordi11e, ut tequom'jf, 
'Ira Bare homines, hoc dzs dignum'jf,Jemper mendicis modefli fi11t ." 

,: --- I've head before 
This commendation of you, and from great ones, 
That you were wont to fpare the indigent, 
A.nd crufh the wealth y.-I app laud your jufl:ice 
In treating men according to their merits.
' Tis worthy of the gods to have refpect 
Un o the poor," · 
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l iteral verfion of the above pa!fage; Richard Robinfoa 
verfifies it*; and Camden flightly refers to it. 

(P)-" has had the honour to be compared to the 
illull:rious Wallace, &c."] In the firft volume of Pecks 
intended fupplement to the IV.lona.flicon, confifting of col
]eetions for the hiftory of Prc:emonfiratenfi.an monafteries~ 
now in the Britiih Mufeum, is a very curious riming 
Latin poem, with the following title : " Prioris Aln
<tvicenfis de hello Scotico apud Dmnbarr, tempore rig is Ed
ez,vardi 1. diclamen Jiv e rithmus Latinus, quo de WILLI• 
ELM o W A LL A CE, Scotico illo RoBr N WHoo o, plur4 

Jed invidiofe canit :" and in the margin are the following 
date and reference: 22. Julii 1304. 32. E. 1. Reg ifi. 
Prem.fol. 59. a." This, it may be obferved, is the firfi: 
known infrance of our heros name being mentioned by 
any writer whatever ; and affords a fl:rong and refpect
able proof of his early popularity. 

( Q_) -" fupported in pampered luxury."] A well
.d rawn character of a lordly prelate of our own days may 
be fou nd in '[be adventures of Hugh T'revol' , a novel, by 
'Thomas Holcroft ( one of the pe rfons who had the honour 
t o be indiaed for high-treafon in 1794). The facred 
fonttions of thefe auguft digni taries feem pre tty accu
:s:_ately delineated in the following jeu d'cjprit, infcribed~ 
many years ago, on the epifcopal ieat in a certain cathe
dral: 

* " Richard C reur de Lyon cald a king and conqucrou r was, 
With Phillip king of France who did unto Jcrufalem m paffe; 

I n this kings time wa s Robyn Hood, that archer and outlawe, 
And little John his partener eke, unto th em which did drawe 
One hondred tall and good archers, on who m foure hondred mea, 
W ere their power never fo {lrong, could not give onfct then; 
The abbots, monkes, and carles rich thefe onely did molefi, 
And refkewd woemen when they faw of theevcs them fo opprdl:; 
R elloring poore mens goods, and eke abundantly releeved 
.Poore travellers which wanted food, or were with ficknes greeved." 

(Third ajferlirm1 &c. (quoted elfcwherc) , 
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" This is the throne of the bifhop of Durham; 

Who has fitteen thoufand a year, and odd; 
For eating and drinking, 
And farting and fl:inkrng, 

An<l faying Thr peace of god." 

This infcription, though calculated for the meridian .of 

Durham, may ferve as- well for Canterbury, or Win
chefter. Mr. Hutchinfon, the induftrious hifi:orian of the 

northern palatinate, who has unfortunately omitted fo 

interefi:ing an anecdote in the life of bifhop Talbot, will 

be eager, no doubt, to avail hirnfelf of it, in a future 

edition of his equally voluminous and important labours. 

(R)-" the abbot of St. Marys in York"] "In the 

year I 08 8 Alan earl of Richmond founded he1'e a ftately 

abbey for black monks to the honour of St. Glave; but 

it was afterwards dedicated to the ble!fed virgin by the 

command of king William Rufus. lts yearly revenues 

at the foppreffion amounted to 1550!. 7.f. 9d. Dugd. 
2850 l. I), 5 d. Speed." Willis's il1itred ab'1rys, i . .214~ 

The abbots in our heros time were-
Robert de Harpfham (e1. u84) ob. 1198. 
Robert de Longo Campo. ob. I 2 39• 
William Ronde le. ob. I 244. 
Tho. de Wharterhille. ob. 1258. 

(S) - " the fherif of Nottinghamiliire"] Ralph 

Murdach was fherif of Derby and Nottinghamfhires in 

the 1ft year of king Richard I. and for the 7 years pre
ceding, and William Brewerre in his 6th year, between 

which and the I fl: no name appears on the roll, See 
Fullers f!Vorthies, &c. 

(T)-'' an anecdote preferved by Fordun, &c."J '' De 
quo eciam q1uedam commendabilia recitantur, Jicut patuit 

in hoc, quod cum ipfc quo1tda112 in Barnifdale iram [ f. ob 
iram] rp o-is & fremitum principis , mij}am, ut folitus crat, 

devotijfinu audirrt, nee aliqua neojfitate volcbat ilite1·rum. 

pere o.fjicium, quadam die cum audiret mij}am, a qitotla,n 

rvicecomite & mi11ijlrir 1·cgi1, fiepius per prius ipfum iJJj'ef. 
tantibus, in illofecrct{ffemo loco llC 'llOrali, ubi miffie inte,fuit, 
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exploratus, rvmientes ad eum qui de fuis hoc perceperunt, ut 
()JJ'tni annifu fugeret JuggPjferunt, qui, ob revcrrntiam Jacra
menti, quod tune devotij/ime ,z,rncrabatur, omnino facere 
rccufavit. Sed cetcris fuis, ob metum mortis trepidantilms, 
Robe.rt.us tantum co11fifus in eum, qucm coluit rerve1·itus, cum. 
paucij/imis, qui tune forte ei ajfununt, inimicos congrt:Jfus t§ 
eos de facili devicit, & de eorum Jpoliis ac redemptione di
iatus, minijlros ecclefice & mijfas Jemper in majori vrnera
tione femper & de po.fl habcre prceelegit, attendens quod 
wlgariter diclum c.fl: 

Hoc deus exaudit, 'jtti mijfam JcepiuJ audit." 

(J .DeFordunScotichronicon, a.Hearne.Ox. 1722. p.774.) 
· This pa!fage is found in no other copy of Forduns 
chronicle than one in the Harleian library. Its foppref~ 
non in all the reft may be fairly accounted for on the prin
ciple which is prefurned to have influenced the conduct 
of the ancient Englifh hiftorians. See note (a). 

{U)-cc a proclamation was publifhcd, &c."] '' The 
king att laft," fays the Harleian MS. " fett forth a 
proclamation to have him apprehended, &c." Grafton, 
after having told us that he '' pra8:ifed robberyes, 
l.:Jc." adds, " The which. beyng certcfyed to the king, 
and he beyng greatly offended therewith, caufed his 
proc4mation to be made that whofoevcr would bryng 
'him quicke or dead, the king would geve him a great 
fum me of money, as by the record cs in the Exchcq uer 
is to be feene : But of this promife no man enjoyed any 
benefice. · For the fayd Robert Hood, being afterwardes 
troubled with fickne!fe, &c." (p. 8 5.) S e note ( L). 

(V) " At length, the infirmities of old age increafirig 
upon hiin, &c."] Thus Grafton: " The fayd Robert 
Hood, beyng troubled with fickne!fe, came to a certain 
nonry in Yorkfhire called Bircklies [ r. Kircklies], where 
defiryngto be let blood, he was betrayed and bled to death." 
The Sloane MS. fays that " [Being] 'yftempered with 
could and age, he had great payne in his lymm s, his bloud 
!Jcrng corrupted, therfore, to be cafed f his paync by let 
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ting b1oud, he repayred to the priores of Kyr~efly, which 

fame fay was his aunt, a woman very fkylfol rn phyfique 

& forgery; who, perceyving him to be Robyn Hood, & 

waying howe fel an enimy he was to religious perfons, 

toke reveng of him for her owne howfe and all others by 

letting him bleed to death. It is alfo fayd that one fir 

Roger of Doncailer, bearing grudge to Robyn for fome 

injury, incyted the priores, with whome he was very fa. 

miliar, in fu:::h a maner to difpatch him." See the Ly

trtl gefle of Robpz Hod,·, ad :finem. The Harleian MS ... 

after mentioning the proclamation " f ett forth to have 

~im apprehended" adds, " at which time it happened 

~e fell fick at a nunnery in Yorkihire called Birkleys 

[ r. Kirkleys J ; & defiring there to be let blood, hee was 

b eytrayed & made bleed to death." 

Kirkleys, Kirklees or Kirkleghes, formerly K.uthale, 

in the deanry of Pontefracl:, and archdeaconry of the 

\Vefi: riding of York!hire, was a Ciftercian, or, as fome 

fay, a Benedictine nunnery, founded, in honour of the 

.virgin Mary and St. James, by Reynerus Flandrenfis 

in the reign of king Henry II. Its revenues at the dif

folution were fomewhat about £.2 o and the fi..ce was 

granted (36 Hen, 8.) to John Ta!burgh and Henry Sa

vill, from whom it came to one of the ancefrors of Sir 

George Armytage bart. the prefent poHe!for. The re

mains of the building (if any) are very inconllderable, 

and its regifl:er has been fearched after in vain. See 

Tanners Notitia, P· 674-. Thorefuys Ducatus LeodieJ1jis, 

p, 9r. Hearnes " Accou.nt of feveral antiquities in and 

about the uni vedity of Oxford," at the end of Lelands 

Itinerary, vol. ii. P· 1 z8. 

In J 706 was difcovered, among the ruins of the nun

nery, tie monument of Elfabetb de Sta_ynton priorefs; but 

it is not certain that this was the lady from whom ou-r 

hero experienced fuch kind aiiiflance. See Thore!by 

and Hearne ubifi1pra. 

" Ooe may wonder," fays Dr. Fuller, " hO\v he ef

!=aped the hand of j ufi:ice, dying in his bed, for ought is 

I 
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found to the contrary: but it was becaufe he was rather 
a merry than a mifchievous thief (complementing paffen
gers out of their purfes) never murdering any but deer. 
and •.•• ' feafting' the vicinage with his venifon.'~ 
(T17orthies, p. 3 2 o.) See the following note. 

(W) " He was interred under forne trees at a !hort 
diftance from the houfe; a Hone being placed over hiJ 
grave with an infcription to his memory. " Kirkley mo
naflerium monialium, uhi Ro: Hood nobilis ille exlex fe
pultus." Lelands Collellanca, i . .5'4· '' Kirkleys Nun
nery, in the woods whereof Robin Hoods grave is, is 
between Halifax and Wakefield upon Calder." Letter 
from Jo. Savile to W. Camden; llluf. viro epis. 1691. 

" as Caldor comes along, 
It chanc'd fbe in her courfe on 'Kirkley' call her eye, 
Where rr.erry Robin Hood, that hone!l thief, doth lie." 

(Poly-Olbion, Song 28) 
8ee alfo Camdens Britannia, 1695, p. 709. 

In the fecond volume of Dr. Stnkeleys ltinerarium curi
o/um is an engraving of" The prof peel: of Kirkley's abby, 
where Robin Hood dyed, from the footway leading to 
Heartishead church, at a quarter of a mile diftance, A. 
The New Hall. B. The Gatehoufe of the Nunnery. C. 
'Ihe trees among cvJhich Robin Hood 'l.vas buryed. D. The 
way up the Hill were this was drawn. E. Bradley 
wood. · . F. Almond bury hill. G. Caftle field. Drawn 
by Dr. J ohnfl:on among his Yorkfhire antiquitys. p. 54• 
of the drawings. E. Kirkall, fculp," It makes plate 99 
of the above work, but is unnoticed in the letter prefs. 

According to the Sloane MS. the priorefs, after 
'' letting him bleed to death, buryed him under a great 
ftone by the hywayes fyde :" ·which is agreeable to the 
account in Graftons chronicle, where it is faid that, af
ter his death, " the prioreife of the fame place caufed 
him to be buried by the hig hway fide, where he had ufed 
to rob and fpo yle thofe that paired that way. And vpo11 
hi:; grave the fayde prioreff~ did lay a very fayre fione, 
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wherein the names of Rohgrt Hood, William of Gold,fbo0 

rough, and others were graven. And the caufe why fhe 

buryed him there was, for that the common paffengers 

and travailers, knowyng and feeyng him there buryed, 

might more fafely and without feare take their jorneys 

that way, which they durft not do in the life of the fayd 

outlawes. And at ey£her ende of the fayde tombe was 

crecred a croffe of ftone, which is to be feene there at this 

prefent." 
" Near unto ' KirkleeJ' the noted Robin Hood lies

buried under a grave-fione that yet remains near the 

park, but the infcription fcarce legible." Thoresbys Du~ 
,atus Leodienjis, p, 91. In the Appendix, p. 576. is the 

following note, with a reference to " page 9 r :" . 
,c Amongft the papers of the learned Dr. Gale, late 

dean of Yorke, was found this epitaph of Robin Hood: 

ll.)eai: un:oernzan Ili.B' IaitI fuan 
laii roI.mt earl of }Qnntingtnn 
mar arcir uer a:; bit fa geun 
an pipl ftattfo int robttt ueun 
fick utlatn2 aJ bi an i:; men 
tiil en~lann niur fi a~en. 

obiit 24 [ r. 14 J ftat :oekembrt.s r 24 7~ 

The genuineriefs of this epitaph has been quefiioned. 

Dr, Percy, in the firfi edition of his " Reliques of ancient 

Englifh poetry," (, i 6 5,) fays." It rn uft be confeffed this 

epjtaph is fuf picious, becaufe in the moll:ancient poems of 

Robin Hood, there is no mention of this imaginary earl

dom." This r afon, however, is by no means conclufivei, 

the moft ancient poem now extant having no pretenfion to 

the antiquity claimed by the epitaph: and indeed the 

doctor himfelf fhould feem to have afterward had lefs 

confidence in it, as, in both the fubfeq 1ent editions., 

thoie words are omitted, and the learned critic merely 

obierves that the epitaph appcat·s to himfujpicio11.s. It 

will·. be admitted that the bJre fofpicion of this ingenio 
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writer, whofe knowlege and judgment of ancient poetry 
are fo confpicuous and eminent, ought to have confider~ 
able weight. As for the prefent editors part, though he 
does not pretend to fay that the language of this epitaph 
is that of Henry the thirds time, nor indeed to determine 
of what age it is, he can perceive nothing in it from 
whence one ihould be led to pronounce it f purious, i. e. 
that it was never infcribed on the grave-ftone of Robin 
Hood. That there acl:ually was fome infcription upon it 
in Mr. Thorefbys time, though then fcarce legible, is 
evident from his own words: and it fhould be remem
bered, as well that the lafr century was not the xra of im
pofition, as that Dr. Gale was both too good and. too 
learned a man either to be capable of it himfelf or to be 
liable to it from others.* 

That indufhious chronologifl: and topographer, as well 
as refpetl:able artifl: and citizen, mafier Thomas Gent, of 
York, in his " Lift of religious hou(es," annexed to 
" The ancient and modern Hate of" that famous city, 
1730, I 2mo. p. 234, informs us that he had been tole!, 
" That his [Robin Hoods J tombCT:one, having his effigy 
thereon, was order'd, not many years ago, by a certain 
knight to be placed as a hanh-frone in his great hall. 
When it was laid over-night, the next morning it was 
~ furprizingly' removed [ on or to J one fide; and fo three 
times it was laid, and as fucceilively turned afide. The 
knight, thinking he had done wrong to have brought i't 
thither, order'd it fhould be drawn hack again; which 
was performed by a pair of oxen and four horfes, when 
twice the number could fcarce do it before. But as this," 
adds the fagacious writer, " is a flory only, it is left 
to the reader, to judge at pleafure." N. B. This is the 
fecond inilance of a miracle wrought in favor of our 
hero! 

In Goughs Sepukhral monuments, p. c-.:iii. is" the fi-

* That dates, about this period, were frequently by ides and 1.a
lends1 fee Madoxcs Formular~ AHglicanum, ~D ffcna.tion) p. xxx ... 
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g u re of the ftone over the grave of Robin Hood [in Kirk
lees park, being a plain fione with a fort of crof:; fleuree 
thereon] now broken and much defaced, the infcription 
illegible. That printed in Thorefby Ducat. Leod. 576, 
from Dr. Gale's papers, was never on it.* The late fir 
Samuel Armitage, owner of the premifes, caufed the 
ground under it to be dug a yard deep, and found it 
had never been difl:urbed; fo that it was probably 
brought from fome other place, and by vulgar tradition 
afcribed to Robin Hood" (refers to " Mr. Wa tfons 
letter in Antiquary fociety minutes"). This is proba
bly the tomb-frone of Elifabeth de Staynton, mentioned 
in the preceding note. 

The old epitaph is, by fome anonymous hand, in a 
work entitled " Sep ukh1·orum in.Ji:r-iptiones : or a curious 
colJecrion of 9 0 0 of the mofl: remarkahle epitaphs ," 
vVeftm infl:er, 1727, ( vol. ii. P· 73 .) thus not inelegantly 
p·a raphrafed : 

" Here, underneath t hi1, little fiom:; 
Th ro' Death 's a!faults , no w lieth one, 
Known by the name of R ob in H ood, 
\\'ho WdS a t hief, and a1cher good; 
Full thirteen ( r. thirty) yea rs, and (omething more, 
He rcbb'<l the rich to feed the poor : 
Therefore. his grave bedcw with tears , 
And offer ror l11s foul you r prayers." ·!-

,, Thnt this epitaph had been p rinted , or was wcli known, at 
leaft, long before the pub l ication of M r. Thordbys book, if not 
b efore eit her he or Dr. Gale was b o rn , appears fro m t he "true 
tale o f Robin Hood" by M<1rti11 Parker, w 1itten, i f not pr in ted, oS 

early as 16;p . (Sc:e volume I. p. 127 .) The Arabi c fig u res mu{t 

have been inferted by the copyill: for the Rornau nu m era ls; nthe r
·wife there will be an end of its pre ten{i on to authrnticity. ( :-J . B. 
7",",;, nolf' in the preceding pa1e 'U,tti drtached frr.,m the p1</wt by 
m ijl ilk e .) 

t In" The travels of Tom Thumb over E11glan::l and \\'al e1," 
fby Mr. R ob ert Dod ne>•], p . 106. 1s anotht:1 though 111tu101 vediuu 

" Here, under this memorial !1:nne, 
Lies Rubert earl of H umingc.lon; 

d 
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( X) " Various dramatic exhibitions."] The ear• 
lye ft of thefe performances now extant is, '' The playe of 
Robyn Hade, very proper to be played in Maye games," 
which is inferted in the appendix to this w0rk, and may 
probably be as old as the 15th century. That a different 
play, however, on the fame fobjecl has formerly exifted, 
feems pretty certain from a fomewhat curious paffage in 
" The famous chronicle of king Edward the firfi:, fir. 
named Edward Longfhankes, &c." by George Peele, 
printed in 159 3• 

" Lluellm •...• weele get the next daie from Brecknocke 
the BOOKE OF Ron1N Hooo, the frier he lhall infl:rucl: us in his
caufe, and weele even here ... wander like irregulers up and down 
the wilderneffe, ile be m:1ifler of mijrule, ile be R obin Hood that 
once, cnufin ' Rice', thou rhalt be little J ohn, and hers frier Da
vid, as fit as a die for frier Tucke. Now, my r weet N el, if you wi II 
make up the me!Te with a good heart for mnide ]Vlarian, and do<: 
well with Lluellen under the green-woode trees, with as good a wil 
as in the good townes, why plena eJl curia. E xeunt. 

Enter Mortimor, folus, 

iWortil'1"or • •. , • Maifiers, have arter gentle Robin Hood, 
Yuu are not fo well accompanied I hope, 
But if a potter come to plaie his part, 
Youle give him flrip€S or welcome good or worfe. Exit. 

Enter Llurllen , Merrdith,frier, Elinor, and thrir traine. 
<.Thry are all clan in Kreme, &c. Jing, &c. Blyth and bonny, 
the jo,,g ended, Lluellen fpeaketh. 

L uellen. Why fo, I fet>, my mates of olcle, 
All were not lies tha t Bedlams [bcldams} told; 
Of Robin Hood and liul e John, 
Firer Tucke and maide Marian." 

Mortime·r, as a potter., afterwards fights the frier wi h. 
" Bailes.'' 

As he, no archer e'er ,vas good ; 
And people call'd him Robin Ho:H{-; 
Such outlaws as his men and he 
Agai n may England ntver fee." 

' 
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2. '' The downfall of Robert earle of Huntington, af

terward called Robin Hood of merrie Sherwodde: with 

his love to chafl:e Matilda, the lord Fitzwaters daughter, 

afterwardes his faire maide Marian. Aeted by the right 

honourable, the earle of Notingham, lord high admirall 

of England, his fervants. ~ Imprinted at London, for 

William Leake, 160 t ." 4to. b. 1. 

3. "The death of Robert, earle of Huntington, other

wife called Robin Hood of merrie Sherwodde: with the 

lamentable tragedie of chafte Matilda, his faire maid 

Marian, poyfoned at Dunmowe, by king John. Atl:ed, 

&c. ~ Imprinted, &c. [as above] 1601." 4to. b. 1. 

Thefe two plays, ufuallycalled thefirjl andfecondpart 

of Robin Hood, were always, on th'e authority of Kirk· 

man, falfely a[cribed to Thomas Heywood, till Mr. Ma~ 

lone fortunately retrieved the names of the true authors, 

Anthony Mundy and Henry Chettle. * As they feem 

partly founded on traditions long fince forgotten, and re

fer occafionally to documents not now to be found, at 

any rate, as they are much older than mofi: of the com

mon ballads upon the fubject, and contain fame curious 

and poffibly authentic particulars not elfewhere to be met 

with, the reader will excufe the particularity of tlie 

account and length of the extratl:s here given. 

~ In "a large folio vo lume of accounts kept by Mr. Phili:> 

Henflowe, who appears to have been proprietor of the R ofe thea

tre near the Bankiidc in Southwark,' ' he has entered-

"Feb. 
1597-8. 

"The firfl part of Robin Hood, by Anthony Mundy. 

The fecond part of the downfall of earl Hunt in ;; trm, 

Jirn amed Robinhood, by Anthony Mundy and 

Henry Ch ett lc." 

In a fubfcquent page is the following entry : " Lent unto R obar t c 

Shawe, the 18 of Novemb. 1598, to lend unto Mr. Cheattle upPn 

the mending of rhefir.ft part oj R.r,bnrt H oode , the furn of xs." ~nJ. 

afterwa rds-" For me nding of Robin ffr,od for the cortc:.'' Sc·r; 

Malonesed1,ion of" The plays and poems o f V.!iil 1am Shakfpcare," 

n 790. vol. I. part II. ( Em endations and addition6 .) 

d z 



Iii NOTES AN:0 IL'LUSTRATlONg. 

The .fi,jl part, or doczmifall of Robert earlc of Huntittg• 

ton, is fuppofed to be performed at the court and com

mand of Henry the 8th; the poet Skelton being the dra• 

matift, and acl:ing the part of chorus. The introductory 

fcene commences thus: 

" Enter fir John Eltam, and knocke at Skelt'ons doore. 

Sir J()bn. Howe, maifler Skelton! what, at fi.udie hard? 

opens the doore. 

Skelt. Welcome and wilbt for, honefi. fir ]oho Eltam,

Twill trouble you after your great affairs, 

(i. e. the fi.trvrying of certain maps which his majejly had 

emplqyed him in;) 

To take the paine that I intended to intreate you to, 

About rchearfall of your promis ' d play. 
Elr. Nay, mailer Skelton; for the king himfelfe, 

As wee were paning, bid mee take great heedc 

Wee fa ile not of our day: therefore I pray 
Sende for the refl, that now we may rehear fe, 

Skel. 0 they are readie all, antl drdl to play, 

V,That part play you? 
Elt. Why, I play little John, 

And came of purpofe with this grc:ene fute. 

-S'kel. Holla, my mailers, little John is come, 

Al eve1y doore alJ tbe players runne out; fame cry;,,g 

where? where? others Welcome, fir John: among other 

the bo_yes and clo:wnr. 
Skel. Faith, little Tracy, you are fomc:what forward. 

What, our maid Marian leaping like a lad! 
If you remember, Robin is your love, 
Sir Thomas Mamie yonder, not fir John. 

Clow. But, mafi.er, fir John is my fellowe, for I am Much 

the mill ers fonne. Am I not? 
Skel. I know yee are fir:-

And, gentlemen, fince you arc thus prepar'd, 

Goe in, and bring your dumbe fcene on the fiage, 

And I, as prologue, purpore 10 expreffe 

The g1 ound whe1 eon ou-r hifloric 1s laied. 

Exeunt, mane/ Skrlton. 

'Trumpetsfounde, [ i J enter .fitjt king Rici.Jard .-.,uith rlnm 

1md auncient, girr 1i11g E!J a purff' andfaptre, his motbcr 

«nd brotl.-cr John, Cbr.ftrr1 L rjlcr, Lacie, othen at tbe 
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kings appointment, doing reverence. T'he king. gotS in: pre:... 

Jent!J Ely afcend1 the chaire, Chfjlc-r, John, and the qurene 

part difplecifantly. [2] Enter ROBERT, EARLE OF 

Hu NT ING To N, leading Jl!l<irian; follo=wes him !Farman, 

and after Warman, the prior; Warman erver flattering a11d 

making curtjie, takit1g gifts of the pri01· hchinde ar~d his_ 
majler bifon, Prince John enters, ojfereth to take Mari-~ 

an; ~1.een Elinor ent!'rs, ojfcn'ng to pull Rohin from, her,; 
but tuey h!folde each other, and }it do'.·wne <tuithin the cttr

teines. [ 3] f/Tarman ciuith the prior, fir Hugh Lacy, lord 

S<:ntloc, and fir Gil!Jert Brog ht on folde handJ i and di·a-wing 

tbe curteins, 11/l (but the prior) enter, and are kindely recei• 

<Ved b_;· Robin Hoode." 

During the exhibition of the fe<;ond pa rt of the J1;1mb-
£hew, Skelton inftrucl:s the a~dien<;e <\S follows • 

" This youth that leads yon virgin by the han~ 

Is ou, eade Robert, or your R obin I-foode, 
That in thqfe dai es, was earfe of H untington t 
The ill-fac't mifer, brib'd in either hand, 
Is \Varrnan, once the fl:eward of his boufe1 

"\,Vho, Ju das like, betraies his liberall lord, 
lnto the hands of that rdentleffe prior, 
Calde Gilbert Hoode, uncle to Hun ti ngton. 
Thofe two that feeke to part thefe lov ely friends, 

Are Elenor the quecne, and John the prince, 
She loves earle Roberr, he maide rviarian, 
.But vaine ly; for their cieare affect is Cuch, 
As only death can funder their true loves. 
Long had they lov'd, and now it is agreed, 
This day t hey mufl be troth-plight, after wed, 
At Hun tingtons faire haufe a fea!l is helde, 
But envic turnes it t.o a houfe of tea res. 
For thofe falfe guelles, conf'pirin g with the prior; 

To whom earle Ro be1t greatly is in debt, 
Meane at the banquet to betray the earlc, 
Unto a heavie writ of outlawry: 
The manner and efcape you all fhall fee. . . 
Looke to your entrance, get you in, fir John. 
Mv fhifc is long, for I play frier Tucke; 
"\Vherein, if Skelton hath but any lucke, 

Heele thanke his hrarers oft with many a d~ckx, 
~ l 
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For many talk of Robin l--Iood that never fhot in his bowr, 
llut Skelton writes of Robin Hood what he doth truly knowe." 

After fome Skeltonical rimes, and a fcene betwixt the 
prior, the ilierif, and ju{hce Warman, concerning the 
outlawry, which appears to be proclaimed, and the taking 
of earl Huntington at dinner, " Enter Robin Hoodc, lit
tle Jobn following him; Robin ba'1:Jing bis napkin on /.;is 
jhaulder, as if hce 'V.,Jere.fodainfy raifcdfrom dinner.» He 
is in a violent rage at being outlawed, and Little John 
endeavours to p4cify him. Marian bring diftreffed a~ 
his apparent diforder, he difiembles with her. After ih~ 
is gone, John thus addreffes him~ 

" Now mull your honour leave there mourning tunes., 
And thus by my areede you fhall provide:. 
Your plate and jewels ile Jhaight packe up, 
And toward Notingham co·nvey them hence. 
At Rowford, Sowtil~m, Wortley, Hother~field, 
Of all your cattell mony Cha.JI be made, 
And I at Mansfield will attend your comming; 
Whe1 e weele determine which waie's befl to take. 

Rob. Well, be it fo, a gods name, let i~ be; 
And if I can, Marian fhall come wtlh mec. 

John. Elfe ca,;e will kill. her; therefore if you plcafc, 
At 'th'utmo!lcorner of the gard~n wall, 
Soone in the evening w aite for Maria.n, 
;.nri as I goc ile tell hn of the pldce. 
Your horfes at the Bell !hall read ic bee, 
I meane Belfavage,1<- whence, as citizens 
That' meane' to ride for pled lure fame fmall way, 
You !hall fet foortb ~" 

The company now enters., and Robin charcres them 
with the confpiracy, and rates their treacherou/ proceed-

* That is, the inn (o called, upon Ludgate-hill. The modern. 
fi gn, which however feems to h~vc been the fame 200 years ago, 1s 
a bell and a wild man; but the original is fuppofcd to hav e beeu 
a beautiful Indian ; and the infc, iption, La beffr Javvage. Some, 
indeed, a!Tert that the inn once b elonged to a lady Aral,eflu Savage; 
;and others, that its name, ori ginally The bell and fdvage , ;,1ofe 
( ltke The George and blue boar) from the jl}nclion of two inns, VI i h 
t1 ofc n;:fpechve ligns. Non 11ojfrum rJ} tantas componcre lite~. . . 
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·ing. Little John in attempting to remove the goods is 

fet upon by Warman and the fherif; and during the fray 

'' Enter prince John, E!J nnd the prior, and otberL'' 

Little John tells the prince, he but defends the box con

taining his own gettings; qpon which his royal highnefs 

obferves, 

" You do the fe'llow wrong; his goods are his: 

You only mull extend upou the caries. 

Prior. That was, my lord, but nowe is Robert Hood, 

A fimple yeoman as his fe1vants were." 

Ely gives the prior his commiffion, with directions to 

make f peed, left " in his coµntry-houfes all his heards be 

folde ;H and gives 'Vl,T arman a p4tent " for the high fbe

riffewick of Nottingham." After this, '' Enter Robin 

like a citizen;" and then the queen and Marian difguif.,. 

ed for each other. Robin takes Mqrian, and leaves the 

queen to prince John, who is fo much enraged at the de

~eption that he breaks the head of Elys meffenger. Sir 

Hugh, brother to lord Lclcy, and fteward to Ely, who 

had been deeply concerned in Huntingtons ruin is killed 

in a brawl, by pri nce John, whom Ely orders to be ar

refted; but the prince, producing- letters from the king, 

revoking Elys appointment,'' lifts up his drawne fworde'' 

and " E),:it, cum Lrjlrr and Lacy,' ' in triumph. Then, 

~' Enter Robin lloodr, JV!atilda, at one door, little John, 

4nd Jl/lucb the millrrs fonne at anotbcr rloore." After 

mutual congratulations, Robin a{ks if it be 

" -- po!1ible that Vvarmans fpite 

Should J.b ttch fo farre, that he dod1 hunt the lives 

Of bonnie Scarier, an<l his brother Scathlock. 

Much. 0, 1, fir. War mm cam e but yeftcrday to take 

~harge of thejaile at Notingham, and this <l.iic, he f,ues, he will 

hang the two outlaw es .••• 
Rob. Now, by my honours hope, . 

H r 1s too b lame: fay, John, where mufl they die? 

J ohn. Yonder's lheir mothers houf'e, and here the tre~, 

W11e1eon, poore men, they mnfl forgoe their lives; 

Ancl yonder comes a lazy Jozdl rrier , 

l-4•t L§ appointed for their confeITor1 

.d 4 
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VVho, when we brought your manic to their mothers, 
vVas wifhing her LO patience for their deaths." 

Here '' Ento- frier 'Tucke;'' fome converfation paffes, and the frier fkeltonizes; after which he departs, faying., 
" --- let us goe our way, 

Unto this hanr;ing bufi neITe ; would for mee 
Some refcue or repYeev:e might fet them free. 

R oh . Heardfl: thou not, little John, the friers fpeach? J ohn. He feeo:ies like a good fellow, my good lord. R ob. He's a good fellowe, John, upon my word. 
Lend me thy horne, and g~t thee in to Much, 
And when l blowe this horne, come both and helpe mee. John. T ake heed, my lord: the vii lane Warman knows And ten to one, he hath a writ again ft you.. [you, R ob. Fear not: below the bridge a poor blind man doth Vvith him I will chan _ge i:ny habit, and difgt;1-ife, (dwell, Only be readie when I cal! for yee, 
For I will fave thei.r li ves, if it may bee ••• • 

Enter "f!Varma11, Scarlet and Scathlock bounde, frier Tud; 
as their conjdfor, ojficcrs. "JJitb balberts. 

J';Var, Mafler frier, be briefe, delay no time. 
Scarlet an-cl Scatiock, nev er hope for life; 
H ere is the place of execution, 
And you muft arJfwer !a we for what is done. 

Sca,r. Wrll, if there be no remcdie, we tnuf!:: 
Thou gh it ill feeroeth, 'Warman, th0u fhouldfl: bee, 
So bloodie to purfue our lives thus cruellie. 

Scat. Our mother fav'd thee from the gallows, Warmal'>, His father did pr eferre thee to thy lord: 
One mother bad wee both, and both our fathers 
To thee and to thy father were kinde friends ..•. 

War. Ye were firH outlaws, then ye prooved theeves •• , • Both of your fathers were good hondl men; 
Your moth er lives their wi<lov.Lc: in good fame~* 
But you are fcapet hrifts, uoth.rifts, vii lanes, knaves, 
And as ye Jiv'd by fhifts, lhall die with fhame." 

To them enters Ralph, the f11erifs man, to acquaint 

* She is called the widow Scarlet; fo that Scathlocke was th,: e1der broth.er. In fact, however, it was mere ignorance in the :author to fuppofe the Scathlucke and Scarlet of the lto ry d if!:i nfl: perfons, the lac rer name being an evident corruption of the fo1 m er; Scathkck, Se,adlock 1 Smr/r;,k1 Sca1iet. 
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'him that the carniffx, or executor of the law, had fallen 
off his '' curtall" and was '' cripplefied" and rendered 
incapable of performing his office; fo that the fherif was 
to beoome his deputy. The fherif infi(ls that Ralph fhall 
ferve the turn, which he refofes. In the rnidft of the 
altercation, " Enter Robin Roode, li.ke an old man," who 
tells the fherif that the two outlaws had murdered his 
young fon, and undone himfelf; fo that for revenge 
fa! -e he defires they may be delivered to him. They 
denying the charge, '' Robin whifpers with them," and 
with the fh~rifs leave, and his mans help, Ui1binds them: 
then, founds his horn; a1,d '' Enter little John, .LWuch 
•• , Fight; the j1·irr, making as if be belpt the}herij/e, 

knockf.r do-wtz bis mrn, oyillg, Keepe the kings peace •. 
Sheriffe [perceiving that it is '' the ontlawed earlc of 
Huntington"] runnrs a-v:ay, and bis men.'' (See the bal
lad of " Robin Hood refcuing the widows fons," part 
II. num. xxiii.) 

" F ~·i. Farewell, earle Robert, as I am true frier, 
I had rather be thy clarke, then fcrve the prior. 

Rrib. A jolly fcllowe ! Scarl et, knowell thou him? 

Scar. H ee is of '(oike, and of Saint M aries cloifieri 
There where your grcedie uncle is lord prior. , , . 

Rr,b. Here is no biding, maflers; get yce in, . 
John, on a fodaine thus I am refolv'd, 
To keepe in Sherewoodde rille the kings returne, 
And being outlawed, leade an outlawes life . .• , 

:Joh,n. I l ike your honouis purpofe excet'ding well. 
Rob. Nay, no more honour, I pray thee, little John; 

Henet·forth I will be calle<l Robin Hoode, 
1vlatilda £hall be my tndid Marian," 

The.1 follows a fcene betwixt old Fitzwater and princ<J 
John, in the courfe of which the prince, as a realon to 
induce Fitzwater tO recall his daughter Mdilda, tells 
him that l11e is living in an adulterous. Hate, for that 

"-Huntington is excommunicate, 
And ttll his d cb1s be paid, by R omes decree, 
Ir is agreed, abfolv'd he r.anno t he; 
And that can never be.-So ne ve r "vifc, &c." 

fitzwater, on this, flies into a paffioo, and accufes tbe 
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prince of being already marryed to "' ear1e ChepCTmves 
daughter." They '' .fizht; John falles." Then enter the 
queen, &c. and John fentences Fitzwater to banifhment: 
after which,'' Entrr Scathlocke and Scarlet, cwindi'ng t!Hir 
hornes, at feverall doores. T'o tbtm entrr Robin Roode, 
Matilda, all in grecne, .•• i}luch, little John; all 1/;e melt. 
with bo<tves and arro=wcs. * 

R ob . Wind once more,jolly hun tfmen, all your horns, 
Whofe fbrill found, with the ecchoing wods afTift, 
Shall ring a fad knell for the fearefull deere, 
Before our feathered !hafts, d ea ths winged dart,, 
Bring fodaine fummons for their fatall ends. 

Scar. Its ful feaven years fince we were outlawed firfi, 
And wealthy Shere wood was our heritage; 
For all thofe yeares we raigned uncontrolde, 
From Barnfd ale fbro gs to Notingham s red cliffcs. 
At Blithe and Tick bill were we welcome gudl:s ; 
Good George a Greene at }3radford was our fri en d, 
And wanton Wc1kefields pinner lov'd us well.t 
At Barniley dwels a potter, tough and 11rong, 
That never brookt we brethren lbou ld have wrong, 
The nunnes of Farnsfield ( pretty nunnes the y bee) 
Gave napkins, fbirts ; and bands to him and mee • 
.Bateman of Kendall gave us Kendall greene; 
And Sharpe of Leedes fb ar pe arrows for us mad <:'t 
At Rotherham dw elt our bowyer, god him b lifft:, 
Jackfon he bight, his bowes did ne\·er miffe. 
'l'his for our goode, our fcathe let Scathlocke tell, 
In merry Mansfield how it once befell. 

Scath. In merry Mansfield, on a wrdlling day, 
Prizes there were, and yeom en ca me to play, 
My brother Sc .. rlet and rnyfelfe were tw aine; 

'* In " The booke oft he i nventa ry oft he goods of my lord ad
=,n era l les men tacken the 10 of Marche in the >eare 1598," are the 
following properties for Robin Hood and his retinue, in this iden
tical play: 

" Jum, vi grenf' cottes for Rohen Hoode, and iiii knaves fewtcs, 
Item, i halte for Rob in Hoode, i hobihorfe. 
Item, R obe n Hoodes fewte. 
Item, the fryers truffe in Roben Roode." 

l\'1alcnes Shak. II. ii. (Emen . & ad.) 

+ George a Greene and Wak,jields pinner, were one and the 
·fame perlon. The flo(ma/ur of Bradford is anonymous. 
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Many refilled, but it was in vaine, 
For of them all we wonne the m aflery, 
And the gilt wreathes wet e given to him and me. 

There by fir Doncafler of' Hother~field,' 
W e were bewraid, be~ t , and forfl to yield; 

And fo bo,ne bound, from thence to Notingham, 

Where we lay doom'd to death till Warman came." 

Some cordial exprefiions pars between Robin and Ma .. 
tilda. He comma nds all the yeomen to be cheerful; 'and 

orders little John to read the articles. 

" Joh. Firfl:, no man mufl: prefume to call our ma!ler, 

B y name of ear le, lorde, baron, knigh,t, or fquire: 

But limply bv the name of R o bin Hoode.-
That faire Matilda henceforth change her name, 

'And' by maid Marians na me, be only ca!d. 
Thirdly, no yeoman following Robin Hoode 

In She,ewod, !hall ufe widowe, wife, or m aid, 

.Isul by true labo ur, luflfull thoughts expcll. 
Fourthlv, no pafTenger with whom ye meete1 

Sh al l yee iet paffe t ill hee with Robin feafle; 

Except a poafl:, a carrier, or fuch fo!ke, 
As ufe with foode to ferve the market towncs. 

Fiftly, you never ~.II t he poore men wrong. 

Nor fpare a prief-1, a ufurcr, or a clarke. 
La!lly, you ~all defend with all you r power 

Maids, widowes, o,phants, and dillreffed men. 

All. All thefe we v9we to k.eepe , as we are men. -. 

Rob. Then wend ye to the g , eenewod merrily, 

And let the light roes bootlc:ffc from yee runne, 

Marian and I, as fove•aij:!OS of your toy Jes , 

Will wait, within our bower, your bent bowrs fpoilrs. 

Exeunt winding their ho1·11es. •• 

In the next fccne, we find frier Tucke feio-nedly en
tering into a confpiracy wit;1 the prior and firbDoncafier, 
to ferve an execution on Robin, in difguife. Jinn y, the 

widow Scarlets daughter, coming in~ on her way to 

Sherwood, is perfuaded by the frier to accomp,my him~ 
(' difgui!ed in habit like a pedlers mart." Fitzwater 
enters like an old man: - fees Robin flee ping on a green 
bank, Marian !hewing flowe rs on him; pretends to bo 
blind and hungry, and is regaled by them. In anfwet' 
to a quefi:ion why the fair Matilda ( Fitz ware rs dauo-hter) 
haq ci1~nged her name, Robin tells him it is 

0 
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" Becaufe /be lives a fpotle!Te maiden life: 
And <hall, till Robins outlawe life have ende. 
That he may lawfully take ha to wife; 
Which, if king Richard come, will not be long." 

" En~er frier Tuc;ke and Jinny like pedlers finging," 
and afterward '' Sir Doncafter and others weaponed."
The frier difcovers the plot, and a fray enfues. The 
fcene then changes to the court, where the prior is in
formed of fix of his barns being delhoyed by fire, and of 
the different execrations of all ranks upQn him, as the un
doer of " the good lord Robert, earle of Huntington;" 
that the convent of St. Marys had elected " Olde father 
Jerome" prior in his place; and laftly a herald brings 
his fentenc~ of banifhment, which is confirmed by 
the entrance of the prior. Lefter brings an account of 
the imprifonment of his gallant fovereign,king Richar<l, by 
the duke of Au(hia, and reqnires his i;anfow to be fem. 
He then introduces a defcription of his matchlefs valour 
in the holy land. John not only refofes the ranfom money, 
but ufurps the fiile of king: upon which Lefler g-rows 
furious, and rates the whole company. The following is 
part of the dialogue : 

"Joh. (to Lefler) Darefl thou attem.pt thus proudly in 
[ our fight?, 

L,fl. "What is'r a fubj ect dares, that I dare not? 
Salf. Dare fubj ecl:s dare, their fov eraignc bf'ing by?. 
l--efl . 0 god, that my true foveraigne were ny ! 
Q__u. Ldter, he is. 
Left. Maddm, by g0d, yo11 ly. 
Chef!. Unmanner'd man. 
Lefl. A plague of re11erence !" 

After this, and more on the fame fubject, the fcene re~ 
turns to the fore fl:; where Ely ,being taken by Much,,, like 
a countryman with a bafk:et", is examined and de
tected by Robin, who promifes him protection and fer.. 
vice. On their departure: 

" Jvh. Skelton, a worcle or two ~dide th e play. 
Fri. Now 1 fir John Eltam, what 111 you would fay. 
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]hon. Methinks I fee nojeajlr of Robin H~ode, 
No mffry moricesoffrier Tuck, 
No p!eajant jkippi11gs up and downe the wodde, 
No h1mtingjongs, no cou,jing of the bucke: 
Pray god this play of ours may have good luckC', 
And tht:: king's majellie mislike it not! 

Fri. And if he doe, what can we doe to that? 
I promis'd him a play of Robin Hoode, 
His honorable life, in merry Shcrewod; 
His majdlie himfelfe furvaid the plot, 
And bad me boldly write it, it was good. 
For merry jeajls, they haw bme }Lowne bifor'e: 
As how the frier felf into the well, 
For love of Ji?my, that faire bonny bell: 
How Gre.:neleafe rob'd thejht"icve of Notingham, 
And othrr mirthful mattrr,fuil of game." 

'' E1iter Warman banijhed." He laments his fall, and 
applies to a coufin, on whom he had beftowed large pof
feffions, for relief; but receives nothing, except reproaches 
for his treachery to his noble mafter. The jailer of 
Notingham, who was indebted to him for his place, re
fufes him even a fcrap of his dogs meat, and reviles him 
in the feverefl terms. Good-wife Tomfon, whofe hufband 

he had delivered from death, to his great joy, promifes 
him a caudle, but fetches him a halter; in which he is 
about to hang hirn1elf, upon fame tree in the foreft, but 
is prevented by Fitzwater, and fome of Robin Hoods 

men, who crack a number of jokes upon him: Robin 

puts an end to their mockery, and proffers him comfort 
and favour. Then enters frier Tucke, with an account 

of fir Doncaiter and the prior being fi:riped and wounded 
in their way to Bawtrey : Robin out of love to his uncle 
haftens to the place. After this, " Enter prince John. 

folus, in green, bo-1;,.Je and arrowes. 

Jfihn. Why this is fomewhat like, now may.I fiog, 

As did the Wakefield pinder in his note; 
At Michaelmas commeth my covenant out, 

My rnafler gives me my fee: 
Then Robin Ile weare thy Kendall greene, 

And wend to the greenewodde with thre."" 

* See the ballad of "The jolly pindcr of Wa~eficld," Part II. 

Num. ill. 
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He a{fumes the name of W oodnet, and is detected by 
Scathlocke and frier Tucke. The prince and Scath
locke fight, Scathelocke grows weary, an<l the frier takes 
his place. Marian enters, and perceiving the frier, parts 
the combatants. Robin enters, and John fubmits to him . 
Much enters, running, with information of the approach 
of H the king and twelve and twenty fcore of horfes," 
Robin places his people in order. The trumpets found, 
the king and his train enter, a general pardon enfues, and 
the king confirms the love of Robin and Matilda. Thus 
the play concludes, Skelton promifir.g the fecond part, 
and acquainting the audience of what it fhould confift. 

The{rcond part, or dfath of Robert rarle of Hm1ti11gton, is 
a purfuit of the fame fiory. The fcene, fo far as our 
hero is concerned, lyes in Sherwood. A few extracts 
may not be unacceptable. 

" Sc. iiii. Wz'nde hornrs. Enter ki11g, queent, &c. Frirr 
'Tuck carrying a .flags bead, dauncing." The frier has 
been fent for to read the following intcription upon a 
copper ring round the fiags neck: 

" 1,1\/hen Harold Hare-foote rai gned king, 
About my nccke he ·put this ring." 

The king orders " head, ring and all" to be fent to 
Nottingham caf1:le, to be kept for monum:::nts. Fitz
water tells him, he has heard " an aide talc," 

" That Harold, being Good wins fonne of Kent,* 
Hunted for plea rure once within this wood, 
And fingled out a faire and !lately (t agge , 
Which, foote to foore, the king in running caught; 
And fure this w~3 the flagge, 

King. It was no doubt. 
Chrjle1", But fame, my lord, affi rme, 

That Jul ius C.efar, many years before, 
Tooke fuch a flagge, and l'uch a poefie writ :"t 

* Fitzwater confounds one man with another; Harold Hare. 
foot was the fon and furce!Tor of Canute the great. 

+ Th is tr adnion is rcfered to, and the rnfcription given in 
Ir, Rays ltineruria 1 1 760. p. 15 3 .-11 

'\, e rode through a bufhct 
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Upon which his majefl:y very fagaciously remarks, 

" It fhould not be in Julius Ca::Cars time: 
The1e was no Engliih ufed in this land 

Ix iii 

or common called Rodwell-hake, two miles from Leeds, where 
(according to the vulgar tradition) was once found a fiag, with a 
ring of brafs about its neck, having thii infcription; 

When Julius C,efar here was king, 
About my neck he put this ring: 
Whofoever doth me take, 
Let me go for C,dar's fake," 

In 'l'he midwifi, or Old woman's magazine, (vol. i. p, 250.) Mrs. 
Midnight, in a letter "To the venerable foc1ety of antiquarians," 
containing a defcription of Ca::fars camp, on \,Vindfor forell, has 
the following paffage: " There have been many extraordinary 
thi ngs difcovert:d about this camp. One thing, I particularly re
member, was a deer of about fixteen hundred years old ••••• • 
This deer it fe ern s was a favourite of Ca::far's, and on that account 
h e bedecked her neck with a golden collar and an infcription, 
wh ich I fhal I by and by take notice of; Ihe had been frequent! y 
taken, but when the hunters , the peafants and poor people faw the 
golden col lar on her neck, they readily let her go again. However, 
as fhe continually increafed in flrength and in bulk, as well as in 
age, aftc:r the courfe of about fifteen or fixteen centuries, the flefh and 
fk.1 n were entirely grown over this collar, fo that it could not be 
difcover'd till after fhe was kill'd, and then to the furprize of the 
v1n11ofi, it appear'd with this infcription: 

'When Julius C.efar reigned here, 
Then was I a little deer; 
If any man fhould m e take, 
Let me go for C,dar's fake. 

11 This collar, which is of pure gold, I am told weighsthirtyounc~s, 
and as the blood of the creature !l:ill .appears frefh upon it, I be .. 
lieve it may be as valuable as any of your gimcrackJ; however, 
thefe will be no harm in my fend ing of it to you; and if l can pro
cure it, you ma y deprnd on my taking the utmo{t care of it. " As 
110 notice is announced of this wond erful piece of antiquity in the 
voluminous and important lucubrations of the above learned body, 
i t moft probably never came into their poffeffton; wh ich is ve, y 
much to be lamented, as it would have been an admi ra b le com
panion for llardec11utes chamber -pot, and other fimilar curioficies. 

The o riginal ot .i.11 thefc floncs is to be found in Pliny, who 
fays;. 11 It is gen eral!}· held and confdfed thal the flatgt> or h iud 
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Untill the Saxons came, and this is writ 
In Saxon characlers." 

The next quotation may he of fervice to Dr. Percy, 
who has been pleafed to quefr;on our heros nobility, be
raufo " the mo11 ancient poems make no mention of this 
emldom," and the old legend exprefsly afferts him'' to have 
been a yeoman." It is very true; and we !hall here not only 
find his title efl:ablifhed, but alfo difcover the fecret of his 
not being ufually diftinguilhed or defigned by it. 

'' Enter Roben Hoode. 
King. How now, ear le Robert! 
Fri. A forfct, a forfet, my li ege lord , 

My mafiers !awes are on rrcord, 
The court-roll here your g race m ay fee. 

King. I pray thee. fricr, r ea d them m ee. 
Fri. One !hall fu ffi ce, an d t hi s is hee. 

No man that commetb i n this <rvod, 
<To jeajl or dwell with R obin H ood, 
Shall call him ear le, lord, knig ht, or fq ui1 e, 
Hc no fuch titles doth defi1'(, 
But Robin Hood, plain Robin Hoode. 
'That hondl: YE o MAN, }lout and good, 
On paine ef f oif:-tti11g a ma1-ke, 
That mun be paid to m ce his clar ke. 
Mv liege, my liege, th is !awe yo11 broke, 
Almofl in the ]alt word you fpo .·e; 
Thar crime may not acqui tted bee, 
Till f1ier Tuck receive his kc." 

Now, the reafon tha t '' the moil: ancien t poem s make 
no mention of this ea rldom," and the old lege nd exprefs ly 
aiferts him "to have been a yeoman," appea rs, pla inly 
enough, to be, that as , purfoant to his own injunction, he 
was never called, either by his followers, or in the vicinity, 
by any other name than Robin Hood, fo particularly the min
ihels, who were always, no doubt, welcome to Sherwood,• 

live long : for an hund red yrcr afte r Alex,indc:r t he great , fame 
were ta ken with go lden collars abou t th eir ntcks , o vergr owne now 
wi th hairc and growoc wi Lhio the fk in: which co lla rs th e fai d king 
h ad do ne upon them ." N a:ur,1// hijlorie (::i y Holland) , 1 601. ( B. 8. 
c . 32 .) 

* Robin, in the ol d legend, r x p rcfTes his regard fo r this o · der of 
men ( conocrn ing whi Ii che rcad r1 m d)" co nf lLdU in0e!1ioL1s 11 Effd:;" 
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a nd. liberally entertained by him and his yeomanry, would 
take fpecial care never to offend again ft the above law: 

which puts an end to the difpute. !z: E. D. 
Our hero is, at length, poifoned by a drink which 

Doncafi:er and the prior, his uncle, had prepared for 
him to give to the king. His departing fcene, and lafr 
dying fpeech are beautiful and pathetic . 

" R ob. Inough , inough, Fitzwater, take your child. 
My dying frail, whid1 no funnes heat can th awe, 
Clofes the powe rs of all my outward parts; 
My freezing blood runnes back unto my hearr, 
Where it a/Ti lls death, which it would refill:: 
Only my love a llltle hinders d eath, 
F o r he beholds her eyes, and cannot fmite. 

Afar . 0 let m ee looke for ever in thy eyes, 
An<l lay my warme breath to th y bloodl efTe lips, 
1 f my fi ght can refl:raine deaths tyrannies, 
O r keep lives breath within thy bofome lockt.'' 

He deiires to be buryed 

" At Wakefield , underneath the abbey-wall; 

direfts the manner of his funeral; and b ids his yeomen, 

" For holy dirges, ring ' him' wodmens fangs." 

The k ing, upon the earls death, exprefies his for row 

for the t ragical event; ra tifies the wil i; repeats the di
rections for the funeral ; and fays, 

" Fall to )Our w0<l -fon gs , therefo re, yeomen bol<l, 
And deck Ills hu fc with flowers, tha t lov'd you dee re." 

The whol 
dirD""' · 

concl udes with the followino- folcmn¢ 
,b 

b .... . 

in the Rcliques of andrnt Englifo poetry, (vol. I.) and fome "O~. 
{<. r ntiou~" w a col.t:Clion of Ancielll fongs, primed in 1 nio): 

" \Vhcther he be mcffengere, 
Or .i m,m tb,11 myrthes can, 

Or yf he be a pore man, 
Of my good he: il1all have fomr.'' 

~ 
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" Weepe, w~e, ye woo-men waile, 
v~ bnd:s .. vuh fonow wriJJg; 
Yam· malle£ Robit1 HOGd lieii daide, 
Th~r-cfot"-e ugh &S you fang. 

Here li.es ~1\ti prime,·, and his beades., 
His bwt oowe, and his .t.rrowes kttne, 
His gooo fwon:h: and nu; holy crofi"c: 
Now cafl on ifowcrn frdh asd greaae. 

Am!, as tmy fall, tl.ed te:ues and liy1 

VJeU a, wd~ a oay, weU a, wdl .a day! 
Tbw; cafr yee fiower.s a~d hflg, 
Amd on to W.akdidm take yout" 11ny!• 

The poet the11 profocutes the legeoo. of M.atikfa, who 
16 fulaHy poifcaed,, by the proctm::ment of king John9 in. 
Dun.mow-priory .. 

The 6-ory of this lady, whom tbe author of thefe pfay.s 
is fuppofoo. to have been the Iirfr th.at ronverted into the 
chuatler of maid Ma_("ian,. o.r oorunefred iii any fuape 
with the hilhlry of Rohm Ho-xi~ is thei related by Stow, 
u~er the year 12, 3: ~, Tke chronideof Duruoow fayth, 
this difoord arof.e betwixtt the king and h~ barons, be
a.ufe of Mawd ca.Uecl the faire., <la ghter to Robert Fitz
·wa!tec., whom.e th.eking loved, but her father 1. ould not 
c.on[eot; anJ thereupcm enfued warre througbout E.-ng
fan:d. ~ •••• Wh.iHt Mawd the faire rema.yned at Dun
.mow, there a.me a meffenger unto her from king John 
about bis fuite in love, hut hecaure fhe would not ag,ee, 
the md.fenger poyfoaed a boy led or potchecl egge tigainfl 
file was hungrie, whereof fhe died.'~ ( .Anf$ale1, 1592.) 
Two of Draytons /;eroica! rpiflks pafs betu:eeo king John 
and l\.f_atiida. He has alio written h.er legend. 

+ ,c: Robin I--food~s pena'orths, by \\' m. Haughton."• 
S• " Metropolis coronata, the triumphs of ancient 

drapery: or~ ricli doathingof England, in a fecond yeeres 
performance. In honour of the advancement of fir John 
Jolks, kniga4 to the high office of lord rnaior of Lon-

. don, and taking his oath for the fame authoritie, on 

• Thu phy is ente'l"ed in mallec- Henfiows account-book with 

the ht.e of Decembcc 1600. See .M.a!ouc$ ShalcfprJZr~, Vol. IL 

Put II. (Emco. & ad.) 
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Mo11day oeing the 30. day of Ocl-ober, 16i5. Per
formed in heartie affetlion to him, and at the bountifull 
charges of his worthy brethren the truely honourable 
fociety of drapers, . the firft that received fuch dignitie, 
in this citie. Devifed and written by A. M. [ Anthony 
Mundy] citizen and draper of London." 1615. 4to. 

This is one of the pageants formerly ufoal on Lord
ma yo rs-day, and of which feveral are extant; written as welt 
by our author Mundy,* as by Middleton, Dekker, Hey
wood, and other hackney drarnati!l:s of that period. They 
:were thought of foch confequence that the city had for 
.forne time (though probably not till after the refl:oration) 
a profe{fed laureat for their compofition; an office which 
expired with Elkanah Settle in 1723 ·+· They confifted 
chiefly of machinery., allegorical or hiftorical perfonages,. 
fongs and fpeeches. 

" After all thefe !hewes, thus ordered in their ap
pointed places, followeth another device of huntfmeo, all 
clad in greene, with their . bowes, arrowes and bugles, 
and a new fiaioe deere, carried amo'ng them. It favour
eth of earle Robert Je la H11r!e, fomelime the noble carle 
of Huntingt0tt, and fonne in law { by marriage) to old 
Fitz-Akvinf, + raifed by the _mu[es all-corr.manding 
j)Ower, 'to honour this triumph with his father. During 
the time of his out-lawed !if~ in the fore fl: of merry Shir
wood, and d.fewhere, while the crud oppreffion of a mofi: 
unnatural and covetous brother hung heavy upon him , 
Gilbert de la Hude lord abbot of Chrifiall [r. K.irkfrall] 
ahbey, who had all or mofi: of his lands in mortgage: he 

* "The friumphes of reunited Britannia. A pageant in honour 
•f fir Lronard Holliday lord mayor." 1605. 

t Henry Fitz-Alwine F itz-Liefflane, gold-frr.ith, firfi maror of 
London, was appointed to that office by K. Richard I. in 1189, 
and continued thc:r t in till the 15th ot K. Jo hn, 1212, when he 
" d <' ceafecl, and was buried in the prione of t he holv crin itie, neare 
unto Aldgatfl." (Stows Survay, 1598. p. 418.) His relati o nfhip 
with Robin Hoo d is merely poetical, and invented by Mundy 
"for the nonce;" though it is by no mean$ improbable t hat th e,· 
wen· acquainted, and that our hero 1)? :ght have: oc1:af1onally du1.cd 
:.lt Lhe mao hon-h~u(c QO a lord-may<;irs day . 

¢ z 
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was commonly called Robin Hood, and had a gallant 
company of men (out-lawed in the like , manner) th·at 
followed his downecafl fortunes; as little John, Scathlocke, 
Much- the miliers fan, Right-hitting Brand, fryar 'I urk, 
and many more. In which condition of life we make 
inftant ufe .of him; and part of his brave bowmen, fitted 
with bowes and arrowes, of the like firength and length, 
as good records de.liver teftimonie, were then ufed by 
them i.n their killing of deere. • • • . • . 

Aft~nvard, [viz, . after '' Fitz-Al wines fpeech to the 
lord maier at night,"] as ·occafion befl: prefenteth itfelfe, 
.when the heate of all other employments ·a re calmly 
overpaft, earle .Robin Hoc<l, with fryer Tuck, and his 
other bra.ve hun tes-men, attending (now at lafi) to dif
,charge their duty to my lord, which the bufie tmmoile of 
th.e .whole day could not before affoo rd : they fh ewe them
fel ves to him in this order, and earle Robin himfelfe thui 
fpeaketh. 

The fpeech fpoken by earl Robert de la Hude, comrnonl,y 
called Robin Hood. . . 

Since graves ma y not t heir dead contai ne, 
N or .in t heir pea ce ful! Decpes re rn aine, 
Bu t t riu mphes an d g1eat fhowe s mu!l: ufe them, 
A nd we una ble to refufe th em ; 
It j oyes m e th at ear le R obert Hood, 
Fe tch t f1 om t he for rell of merr ie Shir wood , 
\i\Tith the(<" my yeo men tight an d t~ll , 
B rave h unt fmc n and good archers all , 
Mull in t hi s jovial I day par t ake, 
P repared for your ho no urs fake . · 
N o foone r was i rayf d e from re!t, 
A nd of my fo rmer ft:.ne poffe!l: 
As while i l iv'd, but being alone, 
And of m y yeomen feeing not one, 
I with mv bugle gave a call, 
Made al l the woorls to ring withal!. 
Immediately c:,me little John, 
And Scath lock followed him anon, 
Wnh Much the lioodl: millers foouc; 

.And ere ouuht eHc could be done, 
b . . 

The frollicke frier came tripp1ng in, 

His lieart upon a merrie pinne, 
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Mafier (quoth hr) in yonder brake, 
A deere is hid for Marians fake, 
Bid 'Scathlock, John, or honefi Brand, 
That hath the happy hitting hand, 
Shoote right·and have him : and fee, my lord, 
The deed performed with the word; 
Fo r Robin and his bow-men bold, 
.Religio usly did ever holde, 
Not em ptie -hand ed to be feene, 
W ere' t but at feafting on a greene; 
Much more then, when fo high a day 
C alls our auend~nce : all we may 
Is all too little, tis your grace 
To winke at weakendfe 111 th is cafe, 
So fearing to be over-long, 
End ..II with our old hunting fong. 

The fong of Robin Hood and J1is huntes-men. 

Now wend we toge ther, my merry men all, 
Unto the forrefl fide a: 

And there to {hike a buc k or a doae, 
L et our cunning all be tride a. 

Then goe we merrily, merrily on,· 
To th e green -wood to take up our fiand [a], 

Where we will l ye in waite for our game, 
With our bell bowes all ii: our han d [a]. 

Vlhat life is there like to bold Robin Hood l 
It is fo pleafan t a thing a: 

In merry Shir wood he fpends his dayes, 
As pleafantly as a king a. . 

No man may com pare with bold R obin Hood, 
With Robin Hood, Scathlocke and John [d]: 

Their like was never, nor never will be, 
If in cJfe that th ey were gone [ ;1 ]. , 

They will not away from merry Shirwood, 
In any pla ce elfe to dwell [a]: 

For there is neither city nor towne, 
That likes them half fo well [a]. 

Our lives are wholly given to hunt, 
And haunt the merry greene-wood la J; 

Where our bdl f'ervice is daily fpent , 
For our malter Robin Hood [a]." 

e 3 
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6. cf Robin Hood and his pafioral May games." 16z4t-, 
7. " Robin H.ood and his crew of foldiers." 162 7. 
Thefe two titles are inferted among th.e plays men -

tioned by Chetwood, in his Britifb thcaJre, (p. 67.) as 
written by anonymous authors in the 16th century to the 
.r.,eftoration. But neither Langbaine, who ment~ons both, 
uor any other perfon, pretends to. have ever feen either 
of them. The former, ind.eed, may pQffibly be '' The 
playe of Robyn Hod,e," already noticed; and the 
other is probably a future article. Langbaine, it is to be 
obferved, gives no date to either piece; fo that, it may be 
fairly concluded, thofe above fpecifyed a,re of Chetv.,oods 
9wn invention, wtich appears to have beet1 ab.undantly 
fertile in every fpecies of fo.r.gery and impo fl ure. 

8. '' The fad fhepherd, or a tale of Robin Hood " 
The ilory of our renowned archer cannot be faid to. 

have been wholely occ1,1pyc;d by barc;l s without a name ; 
:fince, not to mention Mu1,~y or Drayton, the celebrated 
Ben J onfon intended a pail:oral drama on this fubjecl:,. 
under the above title; but dying, in the year 1637, be
fore it was finifhed, little more than the two firft acl:s has 
defcended down to us. His !aft editor (Mr. Whalley), 
while he regrets that it is .but a fragment, fpeaks of j• 
~n raptures, and, indeed, not without evident rea!on, 
many pa.ffages being eminently poetical and judiciom. 

" The perfons of the play, " fo far as concerns ou r 
immediate purpofe, are: [ 1] " Robin H ood, the ch ief 
woodman [ i. e. fore Iler J, mail:er of the feafi. [ z J Ma
rian, his lady, the miftrefs. [3] Friar Tuck, the chap
lain and fieward. [4-J Little John, bow-bearer. [5, 6) 
Scarlet, Scathlock, * tw~ brothers, huntfmen. f 7) 
George a G reen, huifher of ~he bower. [ 8] M nch, 
Robin Hoods bailiff or acater. '' The reft are , the guefls 
invited, the witch of Paplew ick, her daughter, tht! 
fwin'ard her fon, · fuck tiairy or R obin Goodfellow, 
their hind, and lafily a devout hermit. " The fcene, 

* Jon fon was led into this i:nifla~c by the old play of Robi:c_ 
Hood. Sec befor~, p. lv i_i. · 
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SherrttJet1tl, confilnng of a fandtcape of :a fordf., hins. val. 

leys, cottages, a cafile, a river., pa(h:ires., herds., Hocks:, 

aH foU of roantry fimpricity; Ro-liin H11ruls lto,outr., bis 

well, &c.>" •~ The ;rrgument of the £d1 aft."> is as 

foHovtS: " Robin Hooct having in,lited aH the fuep

herds and fuepherddfe-s of he vale of Be''\1oi:r to a feaft 

in the foreft of Sherw·ood, and trnffiDg to his :mith-efs,. 

maid Marian" with her woodmen. t.o k.iH him -wenifon. 

againft the <lay; having ieft the Jike {:barge with friar 

THck his cllapJain an<l ffe'-"vard.,, ao command the rerJ of 

his merry men to ft>e tl-..e oowe:r ma:de Teady, and all 

things in order for the entenainmen1i : ~ meets" with his 

guelts at their ~nirani:e ii'lto the wood, and comiu& them 

to his bowe.r: where,, by the way, he recei1''e.3 the rela

tion of the 'T tt E s AD s:a f ' PH E8 D 1Eglamou1r., who is 

:falle:o into a deep melanchoJy for the 1ofs o.f llis hdo'Wed. 

Eanne., .r-~p,o.1ted to have b.eeo d1--owined in p~fnng iwer 

the Trent, fome fe,v days before ..... 1n ahe mean 

time Marian is com:;: from b1.mtiog ..... R.obh~ Hood 

enquire s. if fue hunted the dee~e aii fo;-ce., and what fportt 

he made? how 1o:ijg he ~ocd? and what l1e~d ~1e bore? 

all which is hrieBy anf1Ne:r~d 7 with a rdatiion of hrealing 

him op, and the raven, ;;ma her bone-_ The fofpeB lllad 

of that :raven to be I~fand~io the witch of Pa_plewjd:.., 

whom one of the huotfmen met i" the morning ait tile 

1uuzing of the deer, .\nd is. confirmed by her ki!llg then 

in RoblD Hood$ kitch~n> i" the cru11mey cmner""' broiling 

the fume bit which was hrown to &he- rnvel') ;a~ ,he quarry 

or faIJ of the deer. Marian., being gop,e in to ~"'W the 

.dee.r to fomr:: of the {hepbertle-ffes~ 1etLnns d:llccmt.en ed; 

fonds away ,he veniCon £he had kiUed to MT ~hey can 

the witch; quands with her lo,ve Roh~n Hood,. abufeth 

him. and.his gudls the iliepbierds; and fo deptru, ]e.iv

ing them an io wonder ancl perpkxity. >, 
.By "' the argumen of the fec0!1d a.ff it a.pp-.."'ars that 

the witch had •~ taken the ihape of Mariai to abufie 

Robin Hood, and perplex hi g dh.» Ho.\>,,'e ·er, opnn 

:an explanation of he maner with the rne 1\/huian) th .. 

trick is found out, the veni on recovered:, a ,i, Robi 

e 4 
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Hood difpatcheth out his woodmen to hunt and take 
her: which eD-is the act." Tne third act was defigned 
to be taken up with the chace of the witch, her various 
fchemes to elude the purfuers, and the di[covery of Ea
rine in the f.vineherds enchanted oak. othing more of 
the authors defign appearing, we have only to regret 
the imperfect frate of a pafioral drama, which, according 
to the above learned and ingenious editor, would have 
done honour to the nation. * 

9. '' Robin Hood and his crew of fouldiers, a comedy 
aB:ed at Nottingham on the day of his faCRed majef
ties corrona tion. Virvai ro:. The aclors names : Ro
bin Hood, commander; Little John, William Scad
locke, fouldiers; mdfenger from the fheriffe. London, 
printed for James Davis, 166 I .n 4to. 

This is an interlude, of a few pages and no merit; al
luding to the late rebellion, and the fubjecl of the day. 
The outlaws, convinced by the reafoning of the iherifs 
meffenger, become loyal fubj eB:s . 

10. '' Robin Hood. An opera , as it is perform'd at 
Lee's and Harpers great theatrical booth in Bartholo-

r ·" 8 mew-1a1r. 1; 30. vo. 
11. '' Robin Hood." 1751. 8vo. 
This was a ballad-farce, ac'l:ed at Drury-1 :rne theatre; 

in which the following favourite fong was originally fung by Mr. Beard, in the characlcr of Robin Hood. 
As blithe as the linnet fings in the green wood, 

So blithe we'll wake the morn; 
And through the wide fo1efl of merry Sherwood 

'We'll wind the bugle -horn. 

The fherifF attempts to take bold Robin Hood, 
Bo ld Robin dif"dains to Dy; 

Let him come when he will, we'll, in merry Sherwood, 
Or vanquifh, boys, or die. 

* This play appears lo have been performed uonn the flage after the refi.oration. The prologue and epilogue (fpoken by Mr. Portlock) are to be found in num. 100 9 of the ::iloane MSS. It was republifhed, with a continuation arwJ notes , by J\lr. \Vdldron, ef Drury-lane thcatrr, in 1 783. 
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Our hearts they are flout, and our bows they are good, 
As well th eir mail ers know ; 

They're cull 'd in the fordl of merry Sherwood, 
And never wil l fpare a foe . 

Ou r arrows Ihall dr ink o f th e fallow deer's blood, 
,ve 'll hun t them all 0'n the plain; 

An d t hroug h the wide forell of merry Sherwood, 
No fbaft !hall fly in vain. 

B rave Scarlet, and J ohn, who ne'er wer e fubdu'd, 
Giv e each his hand {o bold: 

vVe'II 1ange through th e fo rcfl of merry Sherwood, 
\ Vh<t fay my hearts of gold? 

I z. '' Robin H ood; or, Sherw0<~d fore!l:: a comic opera. 
}\s " performed at ,he tbeatre -1 oyal in Covent-garden. 
By Le,>na rd M c:c N:i ily, e1q ." 1 784. 8vo. 

This mherwi 1e infignificant p e1 fo ·mance was emhel
li fhed with forne fine mufic by M r. S11ie!d. The melody 
of one fon g , beginning, 

" I've travers'd Judah's bar ren fands," 

is fingul a rl y beautiful. Jr has been :fince reduced to, 
and is frill freq uen ti y ac:ted as , an afcer-piece. 

A d rama on the lubjefl of I obirr Hood, under the 
title of Tbr fore./lcrs, has b en long expected from the 
elegan t author of The Ji:hool for fcan dal. The fir.fl: act, 
faid to have been written ma~1y years ago, is, by thofe 
who have feen or heard it, fpoken of with admiration. 

(Y)-" innumerable poems, rimes, fongs and bal
lads."] The orig inal and moft ancient pieces of this 
nature have all peri!h d in the lapfe of time, during a 
period of between five and fix hundred years continu~ 
a nee; and all we now know of them is that fuch thingi 
once exified. In the Pifion nf Pierce Pfoq,uman, an alle
gorical poem, thoug ht t0 have heen compofed foon after 
the year 1 360, and generally afcribed to Robert Lange
land~ the author introduces an iguorant, idle and drun
ken fec.ular priefr, the reprefe ntative, no doubt, of the 
parochial clergy of that age, in the character of Sloth, 
who makes the following confefiion: 
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&, I cannot parfoli mi patunoffer, a, the prcr!l it fr~eth, 

But l c-an R '1 M.S OJ Ro:n.N Hoo:i, and 'Randolf' erl ef Chefte Y 

.Bul of our lorde or om lady ] krn¢ n oLhyng al a1l, "iol 

Fordnn, the Scotifh hifl:orian, who wrote ahont 134oi, 

fpeaking of Robin Hood and Little John? a nd th~ir ac
complices, fays, &, of whom the foolifh vtJlgar in come

dies and tragedies make lewd entertainment, and are de

lighted to hear t,he jeflers and minflrels :fing ,hem above 

all other bal!ads;''t and Mair (or Major), whofe hif-

~ 1 It edit. 1550, fo. nvi, b. ( Ra1tdo!fi~ mi~p,~nted Ram! of. 
Subfequent edition!'>, eveo of the fame year, reading only 

"Randall of Chf}Ja," Mr. Warton (Hijlory of li.ngli}b po~try, ii. 
179.) make?. ih.1s geniul, whom he £alls afritr, fay '" th.at he i3 

well acquainted with TH~ rimeJ. ef RandRli ef Chd}er ;" and th.efe 

1imes he, w him6caJty enough, conje8ure~ to be Lhe old Chtjier 

JVbitfrm-pla_yJ; which, upon ve ry id le and nonfenfica} e.~dence, he 

foppofes to have been w1ittrn by Randal Higdm, the i.:ompik·r of 

the PoJycbu,n:.icofF, Of courfe, if this abfurd idea were z.t aU foirnd

~d, THE rimtJ if Robin Hood muR likewife al\;.ide t~ certa in York

fhire or Nottinghaml1ure p lays, <e'1ritten-b_y hinifelf. The"' Randolf 

ul of CheHer" bere meant is Rand.i.l .B!uFHlevde, the laft ea.d of 

that name, wlao had been i0 the holy land, was a great w,urior and 

patriot, and dyed ~n 123;1. 

The reading of the origimJ edition ii'> confomcc! by a very old 

marmfcrrpt, in the CoHon library, (Yefpaji,m, B. XVI.) d tffer ing 

confiderably from th~ printed copies, ·which gi~cs ,be paffage 

thu~: 
" I can nouzt per£itli my pater-nofier a~ a prefi hit fyngeih: 

I ca.n r-1mcsof Robyn Hood, of RoNDO L, l:.:RL O ! C»EST&i!: , 

Ac of dure lorde oe of oure la.di ihe ldie that ever w.is maked.'• 

(Seealfo Caligula, A. XL) 

The f_peaker himfeH could have toTd Mr. Warton he was no 

frie,·: 
" I have b en FRIEST!. & PE.~SON paffynge thy1ty winter, 

Yet can I nether folfe, ne (mgc, nc faynics lyves rt2.d; 

But I can find in a fidde or in a furlong an hare, 

.Better tban in Bcatu.s vir ov in Brati omms 
Confi.rue one daufe wdl, & kenoc it to my pariiheris. ,, 

+ " De quibus fl olidum w!guJ hi:znfer in comCPdiiJ & trag.edii 

prurimler Jejlum faciunt, f:3
1

juper _ cetrra_s '1011!anci,u' mimoJ fEf 

/J:IrdanoJ rantitare dele8a11tur . Scot1cbronicon ( a /!,anti'), p 774.. 

Comedies and tragediu arc-not dramatic compofnion~, bnt

}'Ocms of a c.om11.: or ferious u£\. Roma,1ci in Spanifh, ~:id ;-,;i-
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tory was publifhed by himfelf in 1 5 z r, obferves that 
" The exploits of this Robert are celebrated in fongs 
throughout all Britain/'* So, likewrfe, Bettor Bois 
{or Boethius),who wrote abo ut the fame period, having 
mentioned '' that waithman Robert Hade with his fallow 
litil Johne," adGs, '' of quhom ar mony fabillis and mery 
fportis foung amang the vulgar pepyll.')t \Vhatever 
may have been the nature of the "Ompofitions alluded to 
by the above writers, feveral of the pieces pri.nted in the 
pre1ent colletlion are unq ueftionabl y of great a, tiquity; 
not lefs, that is, than between three and four h1Jndred 
years old. Th LJ·tcll grjle, which is firfl: in ferted, is 
probably the old c-ft thing upon the fobjeB: we now pof
fe[s ;t but a legend, apparently of the fame fpec..i es, was 

mance, in French, fignify-·not a tale of chivalry, but-a vulgar 
ballad, al this day. 

·• " R ebus hujus Roberti gej}is Iota Britan11ia in cafttibus utitur.'" 
Majoris Britan nia:: hiltoria, Edin. 1740. p. 128. 

t Hyfto1J' of Scotland, tranfhred by mailter Johne Bellendene, 
Edin. 1511. lo. The word "waithm an" was probably fuggeftcd 
to the tranflator by A nd re w of Wynto w ns " rygynaie cr011yktl,' .. 
.,ritten about 1420~ whi<;h, at the year 1.283, bas the follow~ng 
¥nes; 

" Lyci.l Jhon and Robyne Hude 
, ,vayth-men were commend yd gud; 
Jn Yngil-wode an <l Barny tdale 
Thai ayfyd all this tyme thare trawale." 

It feenis equi valent to the Engli/h vaga6ond, or, perhaps, ont!aw, 
JYaith is waif; and it is to be rem embered that, in the tcchn1cal 
language of the Engl uh co..irts , a woman is fa1d to be w ..iiv<'d, <)nd 
not out l..i"U•ed. 
' j: Of this poem there have been, at lea fl, fo~r ed1tiom, perhap~ 

more. 1n "an old book in black kt1cr ~n the .idv ocJtes lil:>ra·,y 
(Edinburgh}, fcnt to the faculty by a gentleman frorn Ayrfhire in 
1788," arc'· Fourteen leaves of fins, &c. of Robyn Hood , wi,h a 
priut of h im on horfeback; over which"~ Here begi nneth age~ 
of R qby n Hode." See Ames's ·J'j,pogrnphirnl mrtiquitieJ, by 
Herbert, p. 1815.) Moll of the pii:ct's m this volL}me aopear to 
have been printed" be Walter Chepman and A11drew Millar in the 
South-gait or Edinburgh," in or about 15 8. The abo"'e 1mpcr
f~ct "gelle or Robyn Hode" is conjccl:11r-..d to be an ed ition of the 
<>ld pon~ i11 ~udlion t but all end ·avours to procure a [1&ht of o: 
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once extant, of, Ferhaps, a !Ell early er date, of which it 
is fome little fatisfacrion to be able to give even the fol. 
lowing fragment, from a fiogle leaf, fortunately pre• 
ferved in one of the volumes of old printed ballads 
in the Britiih mufeLlID, in a hand-writing as old as 
Henry the 6ths time. It exhibits the charaB:ers of our 
hero and his fidu~ Achate1 in the nobleJt poin t of view. 

H He fayd Robyn Hod .. , , yne the prcfon, 
And owght off bit was gon. 

The porter rofe a -non certeyn, 
As fone as be hard J ohan call; 

Lytyll Jnh an was redy with a fword, 
And bare hym throw to the wall. 

Now will I be jayler, fayd lytyll Johan, 
And toke the keys in bond; 

He toke the way to Robyn Hod, 
And fone he hyme unbond. 

He gaffe hym a good fwerd in his bond, 
His bed ther-with for to kepe; 

And ther ~s the wa 11 is wer lowefl:, 
Anon down ther they lepe. 

To Robyn •. fayd: 

I have done the a god torne for an • 
Qu it me when thew may; 

I have d on e the a gode torne, fayd lytyll [Johan], 
Forfothe as I the Caye; 

txtracl: from it have proved unfuccefsf1il, though the editor even 
took a journey to Edinburgh chiefly for the purpofe , and received 
every pofiible degree of attention and civility from the wonhy 
librarian: the book having been now d eta ined out of the library 
for fome years. "Robene Hu de and li t ii ]hone" occurs alfo among 
the tales enumerated in Wedderburns Cwzplainle of Scotlar.d, print
ed, at Saint-Andrews, in 1549. In a Iifl of "bookes prin ted, and 
••• fold by .Jrne Bell, at the eafl: end of Chrifl:-~hurc~ [1655]," 
in company with Frier R ufo, The frie r and the bO)I, &c. 1s" a book 
of Robin Hood and Littl e John." Captain Cox of Coventry ap
p ears to have had a copy of fome old edition: fee Lanehams Lei/er 

frg1n Kil/ingwol'lh1 157 5• 
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I have browghte the under the gren wod ••• 
Farewell & have gode daye. 

Nay, be my trowthe. fayd Robyn, 
So fchall it never bee; 

I make the m afier, fayd Robyn, 
Off all my men & me. 

Nay, be my trowthe, fayd lytyll Johan, 
So fchall it never bee." 

This, indeed, may be part of the '' frory of Robin Hood 
and little John,'' which M. vVilhelm Bedwell found in 
the_ ancient MS. lent him by his much honoured good 
friend M. G. Withers, whence he ex(rafted and pub
li fhed " The turnament of Tottenham," a poem of the 
fame age, and which feemed to him to be done (perhaps 
but tranfcribed ) by fir Gilbert Pilkington, formerly, as 
fome had thought, parfon of that parifh. * 

T hat poems and ftories on the fubjecl of our hero and 
his companions were extraordinarily popular and com
mon before and during the fixteenth century is evident 
from the te ftimony of divers writers. Thus, Alexander 
Barclay, prje!t, in his tranf1ation of Thc}hyp of fo'yJ, firfr 
printed by Pynfon in 15 08, afterward by W ynken de 
Warde in 1517, and laitJy by John Cawood in 1570 • 
.fay : 

" I write no Jt:fle ne tale of RoB r N !-foon." 

Again : 
" Fer goodlie fcripture is not worth an hawe, 
But tales are ioved ground of ribaudry; 
And many are fo blinded with their foly, 
That no fcriptur th1nke rhey io true nor gode, 
As isafoo/ifojejlof RoBI.N Hooi;;." 

Again: 
" And of allfables andjejle: ofRoBIN Hooo, 
Or other trifks," . 

The fame Barclay, in the fourth of his Egloges, fr~b,. 

* "DLfcription of the town_ of Totteoham-h:gh-cro!Ie, f!i,:• 
Louciou, (1-6 1, 'tco.) 17l31 8vo. 
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joined to the lail: e<li.tion of Tbe flip of Joles, but origin.; 
ally printed foon after 1500, has the following paffa.ge: 

" Yet would I gladly heare fome melyfit 
Of M l\lUE MARION, or elsofRoBIN Hoon, 
Or Benteleyes ale, which chafeth well the bldod, 
Of Perte of Norwich, or Sauce of Wilberton, 
Or buckilhe Joly• well llufftd as a ton." 

Robett Braham, in his epifile to the reader, prefixed td 
Lydgates 'lrr,y-boo , I 5? 5, is of opinion that "Caxtons 
recueii" [ of Troy] 1s ,c worth ye to be num bre<l 
a mongeft the trifdingc tales and harrayne luerd,·ics of 
RoBYN HooE- and Bevys of Hampton.'' (SeeAmes's 
'lypographicat antiquifirs, by Herbert, p. 849.) 

'' For one that is fa nd blynd," fays fir Thomas Cha
loner, u woulde take an afie for a moyle, or another 
prayfe a rime of Ro BY N Ho DE for as excellent a 
making as 'Troylus of Chaucer, yet ihoulde they not 
flraight-waies be counted mad de therefore ? ( Eraf mus;s 
Praifa of fol;,e, fig. h.) 

u If good lyfe," obferves bifhop Latimer, cc do not 
infue and fo!owe upon our readinge to the example of 
olher, we myghte as we ll fpende that tyme in reading of 
prophane hyltories, of Canterbutye tales, or a fit of 
Ro BEN Ho DE." (ScrmonJ, fig. A. iiii.) 

The following lines, from a poem in the Hyndford 
M S. compiled in r ~ 6 8, afford an additional proof of our 
l1eros popularity in Scotland: 

" Th air is no}lory th at I of heir, 
Of Jl}h11e nor Ko11E. NE Huo&, 
Nor zit of \Vallace wich t but weir, 
That me thinkes h alf fo gu de, 
As of thre palmaris, &le." 

'l'h3t the fubjecl: was not forg otten in the fucceeding 
age, can he tefiifyed by Drayton, who is eHewhere 
quoted, and in his fix th eclogue makes Garbo thus ad
d refs " oid Winken de Word." 

~ M r. VVart oa reads Toby ; and fo, p{"rha2,, it m a, he in foc
:::i.er editions. 
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"Come, fit we down under this hawthorn-tree, 
The mofrows light lb.all lend us day enough, 
And let u<; teH of G awen , or fir Guy, 
Of Ro Bl N tfo-oo, or of old Clem a Clough." 

lxxix: 

Richard J ohufon, who wrote '' The hiil:ory of Tom 
Thumbe," in profe, (London, 1621, 1zmo. b. I.) thus 
prefaces his work: ~, My merry mufe begets no tales of 
Guy of Vl arwicke, &c. nor will I trouble my penna 
with the ,Meaji.mt glee of Ro B t N Hoo D, LITTLE J-0 H N, 

the FR.YEil., and his MARIAN; nor will I call to mind 
the lufty PrNDER. of WAKEFIELD, f.9'c." 

In u The Calidonian forreft," a for~ of allegorical 
or myftic tale, by John Hepwith, gentleman, printed in 
.1641, 4-to. the author fays, 

" Let us talke of Robin Hoode, 
ADd liule John in merry Shirewoode, &c. "• 

Of one v-ery ancient,, and undoubtedly once very po
pular, fong this fingle Jine is al! that is now known to 
exill:: 

" :I!lobitt ~o.oll in 'Jltrrnfnafo ffoo11.'' 

However, though but a line, it is of the highe!l: autho
rity in Wel.l:minfter-hall, where, in order to the decifion 
of a knotty point, it has been repeatedly cited, in the 
moil folemn manner, by g rave and learned judges. 

* Hone!\ Barnaby, who wrote or traveled about 1640, was well 
:a,cquainte<l with our heros Rory. 

"Ven; Nottingham, tyroner 
Shcrwoodenfcs fzmt latrones,. 
[njhir Robi n Hood, & fervi 
Scarlet fs Joannis Parvi; 
Paj/int,fparjim, prcul,mtur, 
c~Jffr,Jjlvi~ deprt2danlur. 

•· T hence to Nott ingham, where rovers, 
Highway riders, Sherwood drove rs, 
Like old R o6in Hood, and Scarlet, 
o~ like little Joim his varlet; 
Here and there the y !hew them doughty, 
In celh and woods to get their booty.'' 



lxxx NOTES AND ILL USTRATIO'NS. 

JJ,1. 6 Jae. B. R. IVitham v. Barker. Yelv. 147. 
'l'refpajs, .for breaking plaintifs clofe, t1c. Plea, Liberum 
tenement um of fir John Tyndall, and j u!lification as -his 
fervant and by his command. Replication, That it is 
true it is his freehold, but that long before the time when 
&c. he leafed to plaincif at will, who entered and was pof• 
feifed until, &c. traverjing, that defendant entered, &c. by 

. command of fir John. Demurrer: and adjudged againfl: 
plaintif, on the ground of the replication being bad, 
·as not fetting forth any feifin or pofi.ellion in fir John, out 
of which a leafe at will could be derived. For a title 
made by the plea or replication fh ouid be certain to all 
intents, becaufe it is traverfable. Here, therefor, he 
fbould have frated fir Johns feifio, as well as th e leafe at 
will; which is not do ne here: ' ' mt.s' tout ttlt come iI tiff 
>:.eplie Robin ·Whood in Ba rm 1ooc.t Ho0d, ablq ue hoc 
q nif. p comman:nemmt fir John. Q~iod nota . P er Fen
ner, Williams et Crook fuffi i .s' foli m court. Ql;t fu:n~
wnt none accornant. Y el v. p uzf.'' 

In the caie of Bu/h v. Lenk", B. R. Trin. 23 G. 3. 
Buller, juflice, cited the cafe of Cvultbutjl v. Coultbu~Jl, 
C. B. P afch. 1 .2 G. 3. ( an accion on bond) and obrerved 
'' There, a care in Yel verton was alluded to, where the 
court fai<l, you might as wel l fay, by way of indu cement 
to a trave rfc, Robin Hood in Barn.w ood flood." 

It is almofl: unn t> ceifa.ry to ob ferve, becaufe it will be 
fhortly proved, th at Bamwood, in the preceding quo
tations, ought to be Rarnjdale.·'* With refpeft to 

• There is, in fa cl:, fuch a place as Barnwoodfor,j}, in Bucking• 
ham{hire; but no one, txcept Mr. Hearne, has hnherto fuppofed 
that part of the country to ha vc been frequented by our hero. 
Barnwood, in the cafe reported by Yelvcnon, has clearly arifen 
from a confu(ion of Barnfdale an d green wood. "Robin Hood in 
the greenwood fl:ood" was likewifc th e begi nning of an old fong 
now loll (fee vol. II. p. 46): and it is not a little remarkable that 
Jefferies, ferjeant, on the trial of Pi kington and others, for a, iot, 
in 1683, by a fimilar confufio n, quotes the line in queilion th us; 

" Rob in Hood upon Greendale fio_od." (State..fr-iah, iii. 634.) 
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W ith refpect to Whood, the reader will fee, under note 
( P), a remarkable proof of the antiquity of that ·pronun
ciation, which acl:ually prevails in the metropolis at this 
<lay. See alfo the word" whodes" in note (FF). 

This celebrated and important line occurs as the firil: 
of a foolifh mock-fong, inferted in an old morality, in
titled " A new interlude and a rnery of th_e nature of 
the iiii elernentes,""fuppofed to have been printed by John 
R attall about I 5 20; where it is thu_s introduced: 

" flu [manyte]. -- let us fome lufl:y balet fyng, 
Yng [norance]. Nay, fyr, by the hevyn kyng: 

Fo r me thynkyth it fe rvyth for no thyng, 
All fuche pevyfh prykeryd fong . 

Hu. Pes, man, pryk-fong may not be dyfpyfyd, 
For therwith god is w ell plefyd. 

fo. 

Is god well pleafyd, troweft thou, therby ? 
N a y, nay, for there is no reafon why. 
F or is it n ot as good to fay playnly 
G yf me a fp ade, 
A s gy f me a fpa ve va ve va ve vade ? 
Bu t yf t hou w ylt hav e a fo ng t hat is good, 
1 have o ne of Ronv N Hon E, 
T he be!l that eve r w as m ade. 
T hen a fe lefh yp, let us here ir. 
But th ere is a bordon , t hou mufl bere it, 
O r ellys it wyl l not be. 
Than begyn, and care not for . , • 

Do wn e d ow ne d o w ne, &c. 

Rnb yn Ho<le in Barnyfdale fl ode , 
A nd le nt hym ty l a m ap ) ll d,}" fl: ) 11; 

The fo lo :ng m o fl vulgar and ind ecent ri me, cur re n t arnont 
the pca !"an try in th e no rt h o f Eng land, may have been intended to 
nd1rule tlir perpetua l rcp ,· ticio n o f " R o bin Hood in ~rcen wo~ll 
Huv,' ;" 

R obi n Hn0d 
1 n ~ re cn woo d fl oo d , 

W it h his back agd 1nfl: a t rc e ; 
H e lell fla t 
l nro a cow- p la t, 

.:i nd all betht ttcn wa s he. 

f 
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Than cam our lady & fwete faynt Andrcwc; 
Slepyft thou, wakyft thou, Geffrey Coke?• 

A c, wynter the water was depc, 
I can not tell you how brode; 
He toke a gofe nek in his hande, 
And over the water he went. 

He fiart up to a thyfi:ell top, 
And cut hym d0wne a holyn clobbe; 
He !lroke the wren betwene the hornys, 
That fyre fprange out of the pygges tayle. 

J ak boy is thy bow i- broke, 
Or hath any man done the wryguldy wrange? 
He plukkyd mufk.yllys out of a wyllowe, 
And put them in to his fachell. 

Wylkyn was an a1cher good, 
And well coude hand ell a f pade; 

· He toke his bend bowe in his hand, 
And fet him downe by the fyre. 

He toke with hym Ix. bowes and ten, 
A pefe of befe, another of baken. 
Of all the byrdes in mery England, 
So merely pypys the mery botcll." 

All the entire poems and fongs known to be extant 
will be found in the following collection; but many more 
may be traditionally preferved in different parts of the 
country which would have added confiderably to its va
lue.f That fome of thefe identical pieces, or others of 

* It is poffible that, amid thefe abfurditics, there may be other 
lines of the old fang of Robin Hood, which is the only rcafon for 

. reviving them. 

" 0 !leepfi thou, or waldl thou, Jeffery Cooke ?" 
; occurs; likewife, in a medley of a limilar dcfcription, in Pammelil,., 
1.609. 

t In CJ'he gentleman's magazine, for December, 1790, is the firll 
verfe of a foog ufed by the inhabitants of Helllon in Cornwall, on 
the celebration of an annual fdlivity on the eighth of Ma y, called the 
Furry•d11y, fuppofed Floras day, not, it is imagined," as many have 
thought, itl remembrance of fomc fc:llivaL mftituted. in hono1.1r of 
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the Eke nature, were great favourites with the common 
people in th~ time of queen Elizabeth, though not much 

that goddef.s, but rather from the gariands commonly worn on that 
day." (See the fame publication for June and Oclober, 1790.) 
This verfe was the whole that Mr. Ur bans correfpondent could then 
recollecl, but he thought he might be afterward able "to fend all 
t hat is known of it, for," he fays," it forrtierly was very long, but 
ill now much forgotten.' ' The fianza is as follows 1 

u Robin Hood and Little John 
They are both gone to fair O ; 
And we will go to the merry green.wood, 
To fee what they do there O. 

Vvith hel -an-tow, 
And rum-be-low, 

And chearily we'll get upt 
As foon as any day 0, 
All for to bring the Cummer home, 
The fummer and the May 0/' 

"After which," he adds, "there is fomcthing about the grey goofe 
wing; from all which," he concludes, " the goddefs Flota has no.s 
thing to fay to it." She may have nothing to fay to the fang, in
deed, and yet a good deal to do with the thing. But the fact i'1 
that the firf't eight days of May, or thefirjl day and the eighth, feem 
to have been d evoted by the Celtic nations to fame great religious 
ceremony. Certain fuperHitious obfervances of this period fiill 
exill in tl1e highlands of Scotland, where it is called the Be/-t.ein; 
Belta11, in that country, being a common term for the beginning 
of May, as " between the Beltans" is a fay ing fignificant of tbsfirjl 
and eighth days of that month. The games of Robin Hood, as we 
!hall cHewhcre fee, we1e, for whatever reafon , always celebrated in 
May.-N. B. "Hel-an-tcw," in the above flanza, fhould be he:l'1.'e 
011d how. Heave and h'lw, and Rumbelow, was an ordinary chorus 
to old ballads ; and is at leafl as ancient as the reign of _Edward II. 
fince it occu, s in the {I anza of a Scoti fh fang, prcferved by fome of 
our old hiH:orians, on the battle of Bannock-burn. 

To lengthen this long note: Among the H arleian MSS. (num. 
367.) is the fragment of" a tale of Robin Hood cfolouge-v.ife bce 0 

1 weene Watt and Jeffry , The morall is the ovenh, owe of the ab
byes; the l:ke being attempted by the Purirane, which is the wolfe, 
and the politician, which is the fox, agaynil the bu/hops. Robin 
Hood, bn!hop; Adam Bel l, abbot; Lmle John, c;olleaugr.s or thi: 
uni\·er!i1y." This fcems to have been a common mode of fatyrizing
both the old ahurch and the reformers. In another MS. of the 

fz 
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eil:eemed, it would feem, by the refined critic, may, in 
addition to the teftimonies already cited, be infered from 

a paffage in Webbes Difcourfe of Englifo poctrie, printed 

in 15 86. " If I lette paffe," fays he, '' the unaccount
able rabble of ryming ballet-makers, and compylers of 

fenceleffe fonets, who be moft bufy to ftuffe every ftall 

full of groffe devifes and unlearned pamphlets, I truft I 

fhall with t~e beft fort be held excufed. For though 

many fu ch can frame an aleboufa-fong of five or fixe 

fcore verfes, hobbling uppon fame tune of a northern 
jygge, or R@BYN HoonE, or La lubber, &c. and per

happes obferve ju!l: number of fillables, eyght in one line, 

fixe in an other, and therewithall an A to make a jercke 

in the ende, yet if thefe might be accounted poets (as it 
is fayde fame of them make meanes to be promoted to 

the lawrell) furely we fhall fhor tly have wi10le f warmes 

of poets; and every one that can frame a booke in 

ryme, though, for want of matter, it be but in com
mendations of copper nofes or b ottle ale, wyll catch at 

the garlande due to poets: whole potticall (poeticall, I 

fhould fay) heades, I woulde wy01e, at their worfhipfull 

-comencements, migh t, in fi eede of lawrell, be gorgiously 

g arnifhed with fayre g reene barley, in token of their 

good affed ion to our Engl i1he malt." The chief obj ect 

of this fati re feems to be William E ld erton, the drunken 

ballad-maker, of whofe compofitions all but one or two 

have unfortunately peri fhed . * 

fa m e col leclion, (N. 207) w ritten about 1532, is a tracl: in titled 

" The b anckctt of J ohn the reve, unto Peirs Ploughma n, Lauren& 

Laborer , Thomlyn T ailyor, aod Hobb of the H ille, with others: " 

b eing, as Mr . Wanley fays, a tlifpute concerning tranfobHantiation 

b y a R oman catholic. The other, indeed, is much m o re modern: 

i t alludes to the indolence of thr abbots, and their falling off from 

the o rigim l purity in which they were placed h>· the bi fh ops, 

w ho m i: inclines lo praife. Theo j ecl: of its fatire feems to be 

the P uritans; but here it is impcrfcd, tho11gh the lines preferved 

a re not whollv ddlitu1e or poe1ical merit.-" Rohin Hood and the 

duke of L ancafter, a ballad, to 1he tune of The abbot of Canterbury, 

1727, is a fatire on fir Robert Walpole. 

* C hatterton , in hi&" Memoirs of a fad dog," reprefenti II baron 
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Moft of the fangs inferted in the fecond of the[e vo
fo mes were common broad-fueet b<1,llads, printed in the 
b lack letter, with wood cuts, between the reftoration ~nd 
the revolution; though copies of fome few have been 
found of an earlyer date. " Who was the author of the 
collecl:ion, intitled Robin 1-Iood's garland, no one," fays 
fir John Hawkins, " has yet pretended to guefs. As 
fame of the fangs have in them more of the fpirit of 
poetry than others, it is probable ,, he thinks, '' it is the 
work of various hands : that it has from time to time 
been varied and adapted to the ph rafe of the times," he 
fays, '' is certain." None of thcfe fongs, it is believed, 
were ever colletted into a g arland till fome time afte r 
the reftoration; as the earlvdt that has been met with, 
a copy of which is preferved in th e fl:1,1dy of Anthony a 
Wood, was printed by W. Thackeray, a noted ballad,, 
monger, in 1689. This, however, contains no more 
thanfi~·tcen fangs, fome of which, very falfely as it feems, 
a1e faid to have been " never b~fore printed." H The 
lateft edition of any worth," according to fir John Haw
kins," is th at of 171 9. " None of the old editions of 
this garland have any fort of preface : that prefixed to 

O tra nto" (meaning, the honorable Horace Walpole, now earl of 
Orford) when on a vifit to " (1 r Sten1or," as highly pled fed with 
Robin Hoods ramble, " melod iously ch2 unted by the knight's 
groom and dairy. maid, to the exrtlle11t mufic of a two {lringed 
violin and bag-p:pe," which tran{po11 ed him back " to the age of 
his fa Jou rite hero, Richard the t h:rd ;" ' whereas, fdys he, '' the 
fongs of Robin Rood were not in heing ull the reign of queen 
Elizabeth ." This, indeed, may be in a grea t meafure true of 
thufe which we now have, but th ere is fufficien t evidence of the 
exil1ence and populari ty of fuch-J ik e fo ngs for ages preceding; an d 
fomc of thefe, no dou t, were occalionally mod ernifcd or new
wrilten, though moll of them mu ft be allowrd to have perifhecL 

The late Dr. J obnfon. in controve1ting the ;iuthenti city of Fingal, 
a compofition 1n w hich the author, Mr. Macpherfon, has made 
great ufe of fome unquefli nJbly ancient Jrifh ballads, faid," 1-~e 
would undertake to write dll epick poem on the fl:ory of R obin 
Hood, and half England, to whom the names and places he fho~ld· 
mention in it are familiar, would believe and declare the y !}ad 
f:ieard it from their earlie!l yea1s." (l:lofwells J ournal, p, 486.) 

f 3 . 
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the modernones,of Bow or Aldermary church-yard, being 

taken from the collection of old ballads, 1723, where 

it is placed at the head of Robin Hoods birth and breeding. 

'fhe -full title of the lafl: London edition of any note is

~, Robin Hood's garland: being a complete hiaory of all 

the notable and merry exploits performed by him and 

his men on many occafions: To which is addfd a prrface, 

[i.e. the one already mentioned] giving a more full and 

particular acccunt of his birth, &c. than any hithertc, 

publi{hed. [ Cut of archers }hooting at a target. J 
I'll rend th is arrow from my bow, 

And in a wager will be bound 

To hit the mark aright, although 
It were for fifteen hundred po und. 

Doubt not I'll make the wage r good, 

Or ne'er believe bold Robin Hood. 

Adorned with twenty-feven neat and curious cuts adapt

ed to the fubjecl: of each fang. London, Printed and 

fold by R. Marfhall, in Aldermary church-yard, Bow• 

lane." 1 zmo. On the back of the title-page is the fol. 

lowing Grub-ftreet addrefs : 

" To all gentlemen archers." 

" This garland has been long out of repair, 

Some fongs being w.nting, of which we give account; 

For now at lafl:, by true indufl:rioui care, 

Thejixtun fongs to twrnty-feven we mount; 

Which large ad<lition needs mull pleafe, I know, 

All the ingenious' yeomen' of the bow. 

To read how Rob in Hood and Little J ohn, 

Brave Sc:a r let , Stutely, valiant, bold and free, 

Eacho~ them bravely, fairly play'd the man, 

While they di d reign benea th the green-wood tree i 

Birhops, fria,s, likewife many more, } 

Parted with their gold, for to i~creafe their fl:ore, 

But never would they rob or wrong the poor ." 

The lafr feven lines are not by the author of the firl 

fix, but were added afterward; perhaps when the t'l,uenty

four fangs were increafed to tcr..ucnty-firven. * 

• The following note 1s inferred in the fo urth edition of the 
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(Y)-'' has given rife to divers proverbs:"] Pro
verbs, in all countries, are, generally fpeaking, of very 
great antiquity ; and therfor it will not be contended 
that thofe concerning our hero are the oldeil: we have. 
It is highly probable, however, that they originated in 
or near his own time, a_nd of courfe have exifted for up
ward cf 500 years, which i_s no modern date. They are 
here arranged, not, perhaps, according to their e~~a 
chronological order, but by the age of the authorities 
they are taken from. 

I. Good crvm , good Robin Hood. 
The allnfion is to civil,ty extorted by fear. It is pre

ferved by Skelton, in that moil: biting fatire, againft 
cardinal Wolfey, W~ come ye not to court? (Works, 
1736, P· 1.47.) 

" He is fet fo hye, 
In his hicrardiy, 

R.eli1ues ef ancient Englifl p'Jetry, publifhed in July 1795 (v_o], I". 
P• xcviiJ: 

" Of the 24 fongs in what is now called "Robin Hood's gar
land," many are fo modern .;snot to be found in Pepys's colleaion 
completed only in 1700. 1n the [editors] folio MS. are ancient 
fragments of the following, vht.-Robin Hood and the beggar.
Robin Hood and the butcher.-Robin Hood and fryer Tucke.
Robin Hood and the pindar.-Robin Hood and queen Catharine, 
in two parts.-Little John and the four beggars, and "Rabine 
HooJ his death." This Jail, which is very curious, has no refem
blance to any that have yet been publifhed; [it is probably 
num. XXV II I. of part I.] and the others are extremely different 
from the printed copies; but they unfortunately are in the begin
ning of the MS. whc1e half of every leaf hath been torn away." 

As this MS. "contains fever ai longs relating to the civil war in 
the laH century," the me1e circu mf!ance of irs comprifing frag
ments of the above ballads is no proof of a higher antiquity; any 
more than its not containing " oue that alludes to the rdloration" 
prov es its hav ing been comp iled before that period; or than, be
c;aufe fome of there 24 fangs are not to be fou nd in Pepys's collec
tion, they are more modern than 1700. If the MS. could be col
lated, it would probably turn out that m any of its contents ha-ve 
been inaccurately and unfaithfully tranfciibed, by fo me illitera 111: 
per fon, from printed copies flill ex tant , and, con fe quemly, th~ 
it is~ fo far} of no authoritr, See the advenifement prefixe-d., 

- ff 
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. . . . . 
That in the chamlire of fla1s 
All matters there he mars; 
Clapping his rod on the bor<le, 
No man dare fpeake a word; 
For he hath all the faying> 
Without any renaying: 
He rolleth in his recordes, 
He faith, How fay ye my lord es? 
Is not my reafon good? 
Good even, good Robin Hood."* 

2. }l,fany men talk of Robin Hood that never jhot in bis 
bO'W. 

'' That is, many difcour(e (or prate rather) of mat
ters wherein they have no !kill or experience. This 
proverb is now extended all over England, though ori
ginally of Nottinghamjhire extracl:ion, where Robin Ho od 
did principally refide in Sherq,uood forrefi. He was an 
arch robber, and withal an excellent archer; though 
furely the poet t gives a twanx to the looje of /:,.is arrow, 
making him fhoot one a cloth-yard long, at Juli fo, ·ty [core 
mark, for compafs nrrr,er higl,er than the brea.fl, and ,with
in l(fs than a foot of the mark. But herein our author hath 
verified the proverb, talking at large of Robin Hood, in 
whofe bow he never fh.ot. Fullers lf/ortl.JirJ, p. 3 , 5. 

" One may juftly wonder," adds the facetious .vri[er,. 
'' this archer did not at laa hit the mark, I mean, com<! 
to thl' gallo-1l's fer his many robberies." 

The proverb is mentioned, and given as ab ove, by 
fir Edward Coke in his 3d Inf!:itute, P· 197. See a lfo 
note (X). It is thus noticed by Jonfon, in'" Th e king 's 
entertainment at Wal beck in Nottinghamfhire, 16 3 3 :" 

" This is ... father Fitz-Ale, herald of Du by, f;fc. 
He can fly o'er hills and dales, 

.y, Mr. ,N'arton has mistaken and misprinted this line fa as to 
inake it ablolute nou[enfe. 

'' Is not my reafon good? 
Good-evtn good-Robin Hond." 

( Hif En. po. vol. ii. + DraytGns Pofy-0/bion, fang 26, p. 122. {Supra p. vi i i, ) 
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And report you more odd talcs 
Of our out law Robin H ood, 
That revell'd here in Sherewood, 
And more /lo,ies of him (how , 
(Thoug h he ne'er }bot in his bnu) 
Than an' men or believe, or know. 

lxxxix 

'We likewife meet with it in Epi,~-rams, &c. 165 4: · 

" In Yirtutem. 

" Vertue we praife, but practice not her good, 

(Athenian-like) we acl: not what we know; 

So many mm doe talk ef Robin Hood, 
Who mver yet/hot arrow in hiJ bow." 

On the back of a ballad, in Anthony a vVoods collec-
tion, he has written, 

'' There be fome that prate 
Of Robin Hood, and of his bow, 
\,Vl~ich never {hot the ,ein, l trow." 

Ray gives it thus: 
" Many talk of Robin Hood, that never (hot in his bow, 

· And many talk of little J oh n, that never did him know;" 

\Vhich Kelly has varyed, but without authority. . 

_ Camdens printer has fcparated the Jines, as diitin cl: 
proverbs ( Remains, 1674): 

" Many fpeak of Robin Hood that never fhot in his bow. 

" Many a man talks of little John that never did hin1 know." 

This proverb iikewife occurs in 'lbe doc-,.,vnfall ~/ 

Robert eade of Huntington, I 600, and fee ms alluded to in 
a fcarce and curious old tracl: intitlcd " The conten tion 

betwyxte Churchye:ird and Camell, upon David Dycers 

Dreame &c." 1560. 4to. b. 1. 

" Your fodain Uormes and thundre claps, your boafls and braggs 

{o loude: [cloud. 

Ha th doonc 110 harme thogh R ohin Hood fpak l'. with you ,n .i 

Go lcarnc againe ot litell Jhon, to}bute in R obJ111 H ods bowe, 

Or D1cars d,eame {hall be uuhit, and all his v.!1ens, I trowe."• , 

* In Churchyards 1 ' Rep: ic ation onto Camels objecrion," he 
t ells the latter; 
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The Italians appear to have a fimilar faying. 
Molti par/an di Orlando 
Chi non viddero maifuo brRndo. 

3. r_r'o ovet}hoot Robin Hood. 
'' And laftly and chiefly, they cry out with open, 

mouth as if they had over}hot Robin Hood, that Plato banifh• 
ed them ( i. e. poets] out of his commonwealth." Sir P. 
Sidneys Defence of por)ie, 

4. r_r'ales of Robin Hood are good [enough] for fools. 
This proverb is inferted in Camdens Remains, printed 

originally in 160 5 ; but the word in brackets is fup
plyed from Ray. 

5• CJ'o fell Rohin Hoods pennyworths. 
" It is fpoken of things folJ under half their value; 

or if you will, half fold half given. Robin Hood came 
lightly by his ware, and lightly parted therewith ; fo 
that he could afford the length of his how for a yard of 
velvet~ Whitherfoever he came, he carried a fair 
along with him; chapmen crowding to buy his ftollen 
commodities. But feeing Cf he receiver is as bad as tbe 
thirf, and fuch buyers are as bad as 1·eceirver1, the cheap 
pennyworths of p~ndered goods may in fine prove dear 
enough to their confciences.". Fullers Worthies. p, 3 I 5. 

This faying is alluded to in the old north-country 
fong of Randal a Barnaby: 

" All men faid, it became me well, 
And Robin Hoods pnrnywotths [ did f ell." 

6. Come, turn about, Robin Hood. 
Implying that to challenge or defy our hero muf'l: have 

been the ne plus ultra of courage. It occurs in Wit and 
drollery, 1661. 

u Your knowledge is great, your jud~emcnt is good, 
The mo!l of your !ludy hath bcn of Robyn Hood; 
.And Bcvys of Hampton, and fyr Launcelot de Lake, 
Hillh taught you foll oft your ve rfes to m ake," 
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" Oh Love, whofe power and might, 

No creature ere withflood, 

Thou forcefl: me to write, 
Come turn about Robin-hood." 

7. As crook'd as Robin Hoods bow. 

That is, we are to conceive, when bent by himfelf. 

The following ftanza of a modern Irifh fong is the only 

aulhority for this proverb that has been met with. 

" The next with whom I did engage, 

It was an old wom an worn with age, 

Her teeth were like tobacco pegs, 

Befi clcs fhe had two bandy )('gs, 

Her back 1Mre crooP.'d than Robin Hoods bow, 

Pu rblrnd and decrepid, unable to go; 

Altho' her years were fixty three, 

She fmil'd at the humours of Socjlhe Bue.'t 

( AA)-'' to fwear by him, or fame of his companions, 

appears to ha_ve been a ufual praclice."J The earlye.ft 

inftance of this praclice occurs in a pleafant fl:ory among 

" Certaine merry tales of the mad-men of Gottam," 

compiled in the reign of Henry VIII. by Dr. Andrew 

Borde, an eminent phyfician of that period, which here 

follows wrbatim, as taken from an old edition in black 

letter, without date, (in the Bodleian library,) being the 

firil: tale in the book. 
" There was two men of Gottam, and the one of 

them was going to the market to Nottingham to buy 

{heepe, and the other came from the market; and both 

met wgether upon Nottingham bridge. \Vell met, faid 

the one to the other. \\' hither be yee going? faid he 

that came from Nottingham. M arry, faid he that was 

going thirher, I goe to the market to buy fheepe. Buy 

fheepe ! faid rhe other, and which way wilt thou bring 

them home? Marry, faid the other, L will bring them 

over this bridge. BY RonJN Hoon, faid he that 

came from Nottingham, but thou fhalt not. BY MA ID 

MARRION, faid he that was going thithenvard, but 1 

will . Thou fhalt not, faid the one. I will, faid the 
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other. Ter here ! faid the one. Shue there! faid the 
other. Then they beate their fl:aves againft the ground, 
one againft the other, as there had beene an hundred 
fheepe betwixt them. Ho]d in, faid the one. Beware 
the leaping over the bridge of my fheepe, faid the other. 
I care not, faid the other. They .fb all not come this 
way, faid the one. But they fha11, faid the other. Then 
faid the other, & if that thou make much to doe, I will 
put my finger in thy mouth. A turd thou wilt, faid the 
other. And as they were at their contention, another 
man of Gottam came from the market, with a facke of 
meale upon a horfe, and feeing and hearing his neigh
bours at fl:rife for fheepe, and none betwixt them, faid, 
Ah fooles, will you never learn wit? Helpe me, faid he 
that had the meale, and Jay my fack upon my .fhoulder. 
They did fo; and he went to the one fide of the bridge, 
and unloofed the mouth of the facke, and did fhake out 
all his mea]e into the river. N ow, neighbours, faid the 
man, how much meale is there in my facke now? Mar
ry, there is none at all, faid they. Now, by my faith, 
faid he, even as much wit is in your two heads, to £hive 
for that thing you have nor. Which was the wife it of 
all thefe three perfons, judge you .''·r. 

" By the bare fcalp of Robin Hoods fat frier," 
is an oath put by Sh ak.fpeare into the mouth of one of 
his outlaws in the cr'LL'O gentlemen of Verona, act -'I• 
fcene 1. " Robin Hoods fat frier" is frier Tuck; a cir
cumft::rnce of which doctor Johr.fon, who fet about ex
plaining that author with a very inadequate flock of in
formation, was perfectly ignorant. 

(BB)-'' his fangs have been prefered not only, on 
the moil: folemn occafior., to the pfalms of David, but in 

* See the original ll:ory, in which two brothers, of wliom one had wifhed for as many oxen dS he fdw llMs, 1he oLhc, for a pallu ,i: as wide as the firmdtn e11 t, ki ,I each o·her about th e paflur
agc of the oxen , (f,om Camer, oper .Jubjcif cent. t. c. 92. JJ· 429) 1n Wdnleys Little w orld if man, ld1 i 1on ul 1774, p. 426. 
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facl: to the new.te!lament. "] " [ On Friday, March 9th. 
1733] was executed at Northampton William Alcock 
for the murder of his wife. He never own'd the facl:, 
nor was at all concern'd at his approaching death, re
fofing the prayers and afiiftance of any perfons. In the 
morning he drank more than was fufficienr, yet fent and 
paid for a pint of wine, which being deny'd him, he 
would not enter the cart before he had his money re
turn'd. On his way to the gallows he fung part of an 
OLD SONG OF Ron1N Hooo, with the chorus, Derry, 
derry, docivn, *' &c. and [wore, kick'd and fpurn'd at 

every perfon that laid hold of the cart; and before he 
was turn'd off, took off his f11oes, to avoid a well known 
proverh; and being told by a perfon in the cart with 
him, it was more proper for him to read, or hear fome 
body read to him, than fo vilely to fwear and fing 1 he 
ftruck the book out of the perfons hands, and went on 
damning the fpecl-ators, and calling for wine. Whilll: 
pfalms and prayers were performing at the tree, he did 
little but talk to one or other, defii ing fome to remem
ber him, others to drink to his good journey ; and to the 
laft moment declared the injuilice of his cafe.'' (Gait le

man's magazine, volume Ill. page 1s4.) 
To this may be added, that at Edinburgh, in 15 65, 

'' Sandy Stevinrnen .fhall" [i.e. mufician] was convinced 
of blafphemy, alledging, That he would give no moir 
credit to ~he new tefl{/ mrnt, then to a talc of R o!iin

H ood, except it wer confirmed be the doc.rours · of the 
church." (Knox's Hijloric of the reformation in Scotland. 

Edin. 1732, p, 368.) 
William Roy, in a bitter fa~ ire agr in.fl carJ inal \.Volf'-,Y, 

.,. " Deny do':.Un is the hurdPn of ihc old fangs of the D ruid J 
fung b v the ir !3 ,1 1ds and v ~·c1~, to oil ,he people to tll<'11 1eliginul 

a!TLmbly s in the gro es. Doi, e in l1 1ih ( the o ld Punic: ) is a grove: 

c o n uptc: d i n to dt,ry . A id m ous D ruid g rov e and acdde111y at the 

pldcc fincc called L?ndo•rdrrry t rom thence. ' MS. n'JU by Dr. 

St11Aely in hir cop_y nf R o6fn I!o~J , g .::rl.md. 
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in titled, " Rede me and be nott wrothe For I fa ye no
thynge but fothe," printed abroad, about 1 5 2 i, f peaking 
of the bifhops, fays,-

" Their frantyke foly is fo pevis,lb~, 
That they coutempne in Englisfhc, 

To h.ive the new teflammt.; 
But as for tales of Robyn Hgd~, 
With wother jelt es nether honeft nor goode, 

They have none: impediment." 

To the fame effect is the following paffage in anothe r 
old libel upon the priell:s, intitled "I plaJne Piers which 
can not flatter, a plowe-man men me call, &c.'' b. l. 
n. d. printed in the original as profe , 

" No .Chriften booke 
Maye thou on looke, 

Yf tho u be an Eng lifhe fhunt , 
Thus clothe alyens us lou tte, 
By that ye fpreade aboute, · 

After that old fo rte and wonte . 
You allowe they fay e, 
L egend a aurf'a , 

R oben Hoode, Bevys, & Gower, 
A nd all bagage be fyd, 
But gods word ye ma y not ahyd e, 

There lye fe are yo ur churc h-e ' do we r.'-,;, 

· ee, alfo, befo re, p, lxx vii. 

(CC) " his fer vice to the word of god."J "I came 
f) nce myfelfe ," fays b ifhop L atimer, (in his fix th fe rmo11 

· before king Edward V I.) " to a place, r iding on a 
journey homeward from London , and I fo nt wQrd over 
night into the town th at 1 wou ld preach the re i n the 
m orning , beca.ufe it w as a holy da.y,. and me though t it 
was an hol idayes worke ; the chu rche ftode in my way; 
anJ I toke my horffe and my com pan ye and went thi ther;. 

* T hefe two fin-;\ular articles, with others here gJ1otrd, are ill 
·he cq,1ally curiot1s and c:x tcnfive libra ry of George Stcc vcns efquire1 
. ,·hole liberali t y in enc co m munication of his literary lrcaf1Hts i.n-.. 
·rc:,d"cs, if po!Eb!.:-, with their 1.ir1ty and value, 
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I thought I {hould have found a great companye in the 

churche, and when I came there the churche dore was 

fafte locked. I tarried there half an houre and more, 

and at laft the keye was founde ; and one of the parifhe 

commes to me, and fa yes, Syr, thys ys a bufye day with 

us, we cannot heare you; it is RoBYN Hoon·Es DAYE . 

The pari!he are gone abroad to gather for Ro BY N 

Ho o DE, I pray you_ let them not. · l was fa yne there to 

geve place to RoBYN Hoo DE, I thought my rochet 

fuould have been regarded, thoughe I were not; but it 

woulde not ferve, it was fayne to geve place to Ro BY N 

HoonEs MEN, 
"' It is no laughying matter, my friendes, it is a wep• 

ynge matter, a heavy matter, under the pretence for ga

therynge for Ro BY N HoonE, a traytoure * and a thefe, 

to put out a preacher, to have his office leife eftemed, to 

prefer RoBYN Hon before themynyftration of gons 

w ord; and all thys hath come of unpreachynge prelates. 

Thys realme hath been il provided, for that it hath had 

fuche corrup~e j udgementes in it, to prefer Ron Y N Hon E 

to GODD!:: ,S WORDE, Yf the byfshoppes had bene 

preachers, there iholde never have bene any fuch thynge, 

&c." 
• 

(DD)-'' may be called the patron of archery." ] 

The bow and arrow makers, in particular, have alway:i; 

held his memory in the utmoft reverence. Thus, in tl e 
old ballad of Lon dons ordinary : 

" Th e hofi c: rs w ill dine at the Leg, 
T he drapers at the fi gn of the Bru!h, 

T hejletchers to R obin H ood w ill go, 
And Lhe fpendthrift to B.eggars-bufh. " t 

• The bifhop gro ws fcur rilous. " I never hea rd ," fa ys Coke, 

. atlorney-gener . J, ". t hat Ro/Jin H ood was a t raitor ; they fay he wa) 

an 011tlaw." ( Stale• trinls, i. 218 -Raleigh had fai d, " I s it not 

ftrange fo r m e to m ake myfclf a Robin Hood, a Keit, o r a Cade?") 

t Th is balla d fcems to have bee n wrmen in im itation of a fong 

in He) woods Rape of L ucrece, 1630, beginning-

" Tl·e gC'ntry to the Kings-h~a d , 
'l:hc nobles to tht.: crown, &c" 
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The picture of our hero is yet a common fign in the 
country, and, before hanging-figns were abolifhed in 
London, mufl: have been frill more fo in the city; there 
being at prefent no lefs than a dozen alleys, courts, lanes, 
&c. to which he or it has given a name. ( See Bald
wins· Ne-1.0 complrtc guide, I 7 jO.) The Robin-Hood-Jociety, 
a club or affembly for public debate, or fchool for ora
tory, is well known. It was held at a public houfe, 
which had once born the fign, and f!:ill retained the name 
of this great man, in Butcher-row, near Temple-bar. . 

It is very ufual, in the north of England, for a publi
can, \,Vhofe name fortunately happens to be Jobn Little, 
to have the fign of Robin Hood and his confl:ant at ten

. dant, with this quibbling fubfcription: 
You ge ntlemen, and yeomen good, 
Come in and drink with Robin Hood ; 

. J f Robin Ho od be not al home, 
Come in and drink with Lillie Jol.m.* 

An honeH: countryman, admiring the conceit, adopt
ed the lines, with a flight, but, as he thought, neccifary 
alteration, viz. 

. I f Robin Hood be not at home, 
Co me in a11d d,ink with-Simon Wl'/.,jle r. 

Drayton, defcribiog the various enfigns or devicci of 
the Englifh counties, at the battle of Agincourt, gives 
to 

" O id NoTTINGHAM, an archer clad in g •·fen, 
U11de r a tree wi:h his draw 11 bow that lloc,d , 
\Vh 1c h in a cheguer'd fldg fu <,ff was fcen ; 
!1was1h,pitlurcof o 1.D R oBtN Hoon ." 

(EE)-'' the fupern atu ra l po,; e·s be is, in fo me 
parts, fuppofed to h:.i ve p .) fie1Lcl .''] " ln tl~e par ifh o 

·:+ In Ar nolris E.ffix harm~n_1, (i;. 98 . ) he g.ivC's ::he inrcripti on, a. 
a ,llch fo r t lirce vo,ccs, vi l11s uwn cornpolic,on, thus: 

" :Viv l,e, r 1s !lout, mv 2lt.: is good, 
P rav'fl,1y and drink with Robin H ood; 
] f Robin Hood ah 1oad is gone, 
P, ay flay aud d,ink with little Jo hn ." 
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!.ialifax is an ,immenfe ftone or rock, fuppofed to be a 
druidical monument, there called Robin Hood's penny• 
fione, which he is fa.id ·to ,have ufed to pitch with at a 
mark for his amufement. There is likewife another of 
thefe ftones, of feve,ral tons weight, which the country
people will tell you he threw off an adjoining hill with a 
fpade as he was digging, Every thing of the marvellous 
kind being here attributed to Robin Hood, as it is in 
.Cornwall to K. Arthur." (Watfons Hi/fory if Halifa;:, 
.P· 27.) 

At Bitchover, fix miles fouth of Bakewell, and four 
from Haddon, in Derbyfhire, among feveral fingular 
groupes of rocks, are fame ftones called Robin Hoodi 
flritle, being two of the higheft and moft remarkable, 
The people fay Robin Hood lived here. 

(FF)-" having a fefl:ival allotted to him, and folemn 
games inftituted in honour of his memory, &c."] Thefe 
games, which were of great anciquity, and different 
kinds, appear to have been folemnized on the firft and 
fucceeding days of May; and to owe their original efta
blifhment to the cultivation and improvement of the 
manly e_xercife of archery, which was not, in former 
times, prattifed merely for the fake of .amufement, 

" l find," fays Stow, " that in the moneth of May, 
the citizens of London, of all eftates, lightlie in every 
parifh, or fometimes two or three parifhes joyning toge
ther, had their feverall mayingf'S, and. did fetch in May
poles, with divers <Lvarlike .fhe<tves, with good archers, 
morrice-dancers, and other devices for pafiime all the day 
long : and towards the evening they had fiage-playes and 
bonefires in the ftreetes •••••. Thefe greate May
inges and Maygames, made by the governors and mailers 
of chis citie, with the triumphant fetting up of the greate 
ihafre, (a principall Maypole in Cornhill, before the pa
ri01 church of S. Andrew, therefore called Underfhafte) 
by meane of an infurrection of youthes againfi alianes on 
Mayday, 1517, the ninth of Henry the eight, have nq; 

g 
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beene fo freely ufed as afor ." (S r--vay of Londo,t, 
1"'98. P· 72.) 

The <lifufe f thefe a ncie t ·paihmes, ar d tb':' con1e-
quent '' negl.::[L of a , ,~_ ie , " arechus at.:. ccal!yl ment
ed by Richard il" cc. lls, in his Lo;.d~ns n~td~lry, 1616: 

" How sit th at ou London hath laid rlo •ne 
This wonhy p , Jaile,, h1 c h , as orir , t, e r:ro wne 
Of all h, r pailime, when n r r !., in H ufjd · 
Hao wont each y,a1 e wheL M,,y (, ,d c,.d •he "'ood. 
With lut1iL greeoe, to I ad his vu11g men c ur , ' 
WhofL brave demeanour, oft"' hi"n they did fhoot, 
Invited royall pnuces from their cu uns, 
Into the wilde .voods to eho)d t11 ctr foo,ts! 
,vho lhouzht it then 'a manly fi g ht and trim. 
To .fee a youth of cleane compatlt a !11n, 
Who, with a comely !!, race, 10 111s )pf( hancl 
Holding his bow , d 1i:I take his ilLdfciL Hand, 
Setting his left ltg fom e w hat foonh l)efore , 
His arrow with h;s right hand nocking lure, 
Not fl:ooping, nor yet fta nding !height t.q,11ght, 
Then, "'ith his lef t ha1)d little 'bov c his fight, 
-Stretching his arm out, with an ca11e fircngth, 
To draw an arrow of a yard in length."* 

The lines, 

A dcbiptioA 
of oned1awin~ 
a bow. • 

" Tnvitecl royall princes from their courts 
Into the wild woods to behold their fpons," 

may be reafonably fuppofed to allude to Henry VIII . wlrn 
..appears to have been particularly attached, as well to the'. 
exercife of archery, as to the obfervance of May . Some 
fhort ime after his coronation, fays H all, he " came to 
We 'minfter, with the quene, and all their traine: anq 
on a tyme being there, hi5 grace , therles of Effex, v\ iJ..: 
fhire, and other noble menne, to the numbre of twelve, 
came fodainlv in a morn yng into the quenes chambre, all' 
appareled in fhort cotes of Kentifh Kendal, with hades ori 

* Th is defcription is finely illull:rated by an excellent woo<l cut 
at the head of one of Authony a Woods old ballads 1n the A[h
moleian mufcum. The frontifpiece to G ervas Markhams Ar,hui:, 
6 • , is, Jikewife, a man drawing a bow. 
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their heddes, and hofen of the fame, every one of them 
his bowe and arrowes, a a faorde and a bucklar, like 
outlawes, or ' Robyn' H odes men ; wherof the quene, 
the ladies, and al other t .ere, were abafhed, afwell for 
the ftra,.rnge fight, as alfo for heir fod2.in commyng : and 
after certayn daunces and paftime made thei departed.'' 
( Hen. VIII. fa. 6, b.) The fame author gives the 
following curious account of " A maiynge" in the 7th 
year of this monarch ( 1516): " The kyng & the quene, 
accompanied with many lordes & ladies , roade to the 
high grouude on Shoters -hil to take the open ayre, and 
as they paffed by the way they efpied J. company of tall 
yomen, clothed all in grene, with grene whodes & 
bowes & arrowes, to the number of ii. C. Then one of 
them whiehe called hymfelfe Ro~n Hvod, came to the 
kyng, defyring hym to fe his men fhote, & the kyng was 
content. Then he whifteled, & all the ii.C. archers fhot 
& lofed at once; & then he whifteled again, and rhey 
likewyfe fhot agayne; their arrowes whifteled by craft of 
the head, fo that the noyes was ftraunge and great, and 
muche pleafed the kyng, the quene, and all the compa
ny. All thefe archers were of the kynges garde, and 
had thus appareled themfelves to make folace to the 
kynge. Then Robyn Hood defyred the kyng and quene 
io come into the grene wood, and to fe how the outlawes 
lyve. The kyng demaund€d of the q uene and her la
.dyes, if they durfi adventure to go into the wood with fo 
many outlawes. Then the quene faid, if it pleafed hym. 
fue was content. Then the hornes blewe tyll they came 
to the wood under Shoters-hill, and there was an arber 
made of bowes, with a hal, and a great chamber, and an 
inner chamber, very well made and covered with floures 
.and fwete herbes, whiche the kyng muche prai[ed. Then 
fayd Robyn I-loo~, Sir, outlawes brekefaftes is venyfon, 
and therefore you mufl be content with fuch fare as we 
J.lfe. Then the kyng · and q uene fate doune, and were 
ferved with venyfon and vyne by Robyn Hood and hi$ 
men~ to their great contentacion. Then the kyn~ de~ 

g ? 
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parted and his company, and Robyn Hood and his men 
them conduiaed; and as they were re turnyng, the re met 
with them two ladyes in a ryche chariot drawen with v. 
horfes, and every horfe had ·his name on his head, and 
on every horfe fat a lady with her name written . • .• 
and in the chayre fate the lady May, accompanied with 
lady Flora, richely appareled ; and they faluted the 
kyng with diverfe goodly fonges, and fo brought hym to 
Grenewyche. At this maiyng was a greate number of 
people to beholde, · to their great folace and confort.' 7 

( fo. 1 vi, b.) . 
That this fort of May-games was not peculiar to Lon

don, appears from a paffage in Richard Robinfons 
" Third affertion Englifhe hi!l:oricall, frendly in favour 
and furtherance of Englifh archery:"* 

" And, heare becaufe of archery I do by penne explane 
The ufe, the proffer, and the praif'e, to Englund br th e fame, 
Myfelfe rc:membreth of a chi Ide in contreyc native mine, (1551) 
A May -game was of Ros Y N Hooo, and of his trainc that ti me, ( 7.1!. 6.) 
To traine up young mrn, fhipplings .and, echc other younger ch\ldc, 
In fhootin g, yearely this with folempne feafl: was by the guylde 
Or brothe r hood of townsmen done, with f po• t, with joy, and lovr, 
T o proffet which in prefent tyme, and afterward did prove." 

* See" The auncient order focietie and unitie laudable of prince 
Arthure and his knightly arm ory of the round tabl e ... Trannatrd 
and collecled by R. R. London, Impri11tcd by John \i\'nlfe 
dwelling in Diflaffe-lane neere the figne of th e Callie. 1.583.' 1 

4to. b. I. It appears from thi s publica tio n t hat on t he renYal of 
London ~rchery in queen Eliz.abl'! hs ti me," the worfhipfull focyetv 
of archers," in!tearl of ca i~ing themfclves after Rob in Hood and his 
companions, took the nam es of" the magnificent prince Anhure and 
his knightly trai ne of the round table." It is, probably, to one of 
the annual meetings of this idrntical fociety, that molter Shallow 
alludes, in Tbefecond pa1·t of K. Henry]!/. "I rem ember," fays 
he," at Mile-end green, [their ·ufual place of cxerc1fe .J-I was 
then Sir Dagonet in AYthur's/hcw, " f!5c. (Sec alfo Steevens·s S!.wk -

fpea re, 1793 . ix. 142.) The fucc~[?rs of the abov~ "friendly and 
frank fellowfhip" affomed the rrd1culous appellatrons of cluke of 
Shoredrtch, ma rq uis of Clarkenwell, earl of Pancridgc, <!:Jc. See 

Woods B01.111'!ans glory, 168z. 
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'The games of Robin Hood feem to have been occa
uonally of a dramatic cafl. Sir John Paflon, in the time 
of K. Edward IV. complaining of the ingratitude of his 
fervants, mentions one who had promifed never to defert 

him, '' and ther uppon," fays he, '' T have kepyd hym 
thys iii yer to plryc ./e)int Jorge, and Rolyn liod and the 

Jhry/ ':ff: Noty11gham, * and now when I wolde have good 
11orfe he is goon into Berrryfdalc, and I withowt a keeper." 

In fame old accounts of the church- .vardens of Saint 
Helens at Abingdon, Berks, for the year I 5 56, there is 
anentryForjettingupRoB1Ns:-loovEs BOWER; Ifup
pofe, fays Warton, for a parifh interlude, ( See Hijiory 
of E nglj/; poetry, ii. 175.) t 

* Meaning that his fole or chief employment had been in Cbrifi
m~s or May-games, vVhitfun-ales, and luch like idle divedions. Sec 

Ougi11al letters, &c. ii. 134. 
·r fhc precife purpofe or meaning of Jet1i11g up Raln'n Hoods 

/,owrr has not been fatisfatlorily afcertained. Mr. H arne, in an 

attempt to derive the name of" The Chiltern country" (c1h:e:pn, 
So:rnn) fromjilex, a flmt, has the following words: " Certe Silcif
tri,1111, &c. i e. Certainly Silchefl:er, in Hamp{hire, fignifies nothing 

but thr ciry of J/intJ (that is, a city compofed or built of jlint-flones). 
And w hJt 1s mo, e, in that very Ch iltern ::ountry you may t, equently 

fee hl1t1ks built of flints, in erecting which, in ancient times, I fuppofe 

that many perfons involved themfrlves deeply in debt, and tha t , in 

order to cxt1icate themf1. lves, they took up money at interell of I 

know not what grt>at m en, which fo far dillurbed their rr.inds that 

th<"y would become thieves, and do man} things in no wife agree

a ' ,e to the Englifh government. Hence, the nobility ordered that 

larl$e woods 111 the Chiltern country ihould, in a great meafure, be 
cut down, lcll they fhould concea l anv conf1derablebody of robben, 

who were! wunt to convert the fam into lurkmg places. It con

cerns this matter to call to mi11d, that of rh is fort of robbers was 

that Robin or l' abert I-food, of who m the vulgar dayly ling fo many 

wonder ful thing . He (being now made an outlaw) before he re

t i,ed into the nonh pans, frequently robing in the Chiltern country, 

lu,kt>d in the thic ket s thereof on purpofe that he fuould not be 
taken. Theucc it was, thH to us boys (exh ilarating, according to 

cuilom, the mind with fporrs) certain countrymen, with whom w;.: 
g 3 



. " 
Cll NOTES AND ILL USTRATION.9. 

In fame places thefe games were nothing more than ~ 

morris-dance, in which Robin · Hood, Little John, J.vlaid 

Mar·ian, and frier Tuck were the prineipal perfonages ; 

the Others being a clown or fool, t-he hobby-horfe; 

(which appears, for fome reafon or other, to have been 

frequently forgot,•) the ta:borer, and the danceH; who 

were more or lefs numerous. Thus Warner : 

" At P'afke began our ,norrife, and ere penticofl: our M'aj, 
Tho Rohm Hood, lie/I John,frier Tacke, an<l Marian deftly play, 

And laid and ladie gang till kitke wid1 lads and laffes gay."+ 

Perhaps the cleareft idea of thef e !ail-mentioned 

games, about the beginning of the 16th century, will be 

derived from forne curi0u.s ex:traB:s given by Mr. Ly
fons , in his valuable work intitl'ed '' The environs of 

London/' ( Vol •. I. 1792. p. 2z6) from the e:ontempora ... 

h ad accidenta·lly fome converfation, !hewed us that fort of den or 

.r etreat (vulgarly called Robin H oods bower) irt Ma ydenhcad

thicket : which thicket is the fame that Leland in his Itinerary. 

called F rith, by which name the Anglo-Saxons themfelves fpoke of 

t:hrckets. For although fJil:::S in reality lignifys peace, y et !ince 

numerous groves with them (as- well as before with th~ B1 itons ) 

were deemed facred, it is by no means to be wondered at that a 

great wood (becaufe manifdlly an afylum ) fhould in the judgment 

of the Anglo-Saxons be cal·led by no other name than FJ'l't~er : 
,and that Maydenhead-thicket was dteemed among the greater wouds 

Leland himfelf is a witnefs. Rightl y therefor did Robin Hood ( as, 

f}11~-be:na ) reckon him fel f to abide t li cre in fecurity. ( Chro

nicon de D unjlap!e, p. 387.) What he means by ali this is , doubt 

lefs, fu fFi ciently obfcure: the mere name, however , of Roti,: 

Hooe! bowe·r fee ms a very feeble authority for conc1 11di ng t hat gal

lant outlaw to have robed or fkulked in the Chiltern-h und1eds . 

* See Steevenses Shakfpeare, 1 793. x. 186. 
t Albions England, 1602, p. 121 . It is part of the" North ernc: 

mans fpeech againfi: the friers . " He adds ; 

" At Baptis•day with ale and cakes bout bonfires- ncighbourl

fl:ood, 
At Martie ma!Te wa turnd a crabbe, th,ilke to-Ide of Robin H()Qd,. 

Till after long time myrke." 
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·ty acco1:1nts of the " church-wardens of the pari.lh of 
'.Kingfton upon Thames." 

"' Robin Hood and May-game. 
" 23 Hen. 7. To the menfiorell upon May-day o O 4 
- For paynting of ~he mores garments and 

for farten gre~ leveres 'S'l o .2 ·4 
(> 3 
0 IO 

- For paynting of a bannar for Robin Mode o 
- For 2 M. & f pynnys o 
- For 4 plyts and f of Jaun for the mores 

garments --- o 
- For orfeden s~ for the fame o 
- For a goun for the lady o 

2 I 1 

0 IO 

o 8 
- For bellys for the dawnfars o (!i 12 
.24 Hen. 7. For little John's cote o 8 o 
1 Hen. 8. For filver paper for the mores 

dawnfars 
- For Kendall for Robyn Hode's cote 

0 0 

1 
7 
3 

" S1 The word livery was formerly ufed to fignify any thing 
<lel ive1ed; fee the I o rthu'Tlberland houfehold Look, p. ·60. If it 
ever bore fuch an acceptation at I hot ti me, one might be induced 
to fuppofc, from the following entries, that it here meant a badge, 
or fomething of that kimi: 

15 C. of lc veres for Robin Hode 
for lcveres, paper and fateyn 
For pyn11es and leveres 
for 13 C. of Jeverys 
i"or 2 4 great I yve1 eys 

0 5 0 
0 0 20 

·o 6 • 
0 4 4 
0 0 4 

W e are to ld that forme rl y, in the celebration of May-ga m es, 
thL vouth divided th ernfelves iP to two troops, the one in ·winter 
lh·e~y, the other in the ahit of the fpring, · See Brands P o pular 
allliquitic , p. 261 ." T his qn o1 at 1c n is rnt!appl_1ed. Live1·ies, in 
the µrefent inflance, are pt•'CtS ,,r· pape,· or Jateyn wit h fome d evice 
there<1 n, wh1clt were dill: 1buted . 1>: ong t he fpechtors. So in a 
palfagc which wtil I.J r: !horth quoteu fro m Jacke Drums entertain-
111enr: " \ el l faid . my boyr~, I 'lllllt have my lordslivo,y : what 
1s't? a Nluy-po!e?" See alfo D on Q_t,,ixote, part 2. chap. 22, 

" 58 r.1 ,ugh 1t varies confideraul y from that word, this may 
br a cor, upuon of orpiinwt. which wa · m11c;h in u[e for colcurin"' 
'ilc morris garm nls ." How orjede'1 can be a corruption of ~,;'t.. 
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- For 3 yerds of white for the frere's 59 

cote 0 3 0 

- For 4 yerds of kendall for mayde Ma-
rian's 60 huke 61 

- 0 3 4 
- For faten of fypers for the fame huke 0 0 6 
- For z payre of glovys for Robin Hode 

and mayde Maryan 0 0 3 
- For 6 brode arovys 0 0 0 
- To mayde Maryan for her labour for 

two years 0 .2 0 

- To Fygge the taborer 0 6 0 - Recd fe r Robyn Hod's gaderyng 4 
marks c:2. 

,nent is not very eary to conceive: it may as well be fuppofed to 
mean wo,jied or buckram. 

" S9 The friar's coat was generally of ruffet, as it appears by 
the following extrach ...• " The coat of this mock fricr would, 
doubtlefs, be made of the fame fluff as that of a real one. 

" 150 Marian was the affumed name of the beloved miilrrfs of 
Robert earl of Huntingdon, whilfl he was in a flate of outlawry, 
a& R(}bin Hood was his. See Mr Steeveu's note to a paffage in 
Shakfpere's Henry IV. This charatter in the morris dances was 
generally reprefentc:d by a boy. See StrutL's view of cufloms and 
manners, vol. iii. p. 150. It appears by one of the extracls, given 
above, that at Kingflon it was performed by a woman, who was 
paid a fhilling each year for her trouble." 

"151 Mr. Steevens fuggefls, with great probability, " that this 
word may have the fame mean ing as hViuve or how,..e, ured by 
Chaucer for a head-drefs; maid Marian's hcad-drc fs was always 
very fine: indeed fome perfo,ns have derived her name from the 
Italian word morione, a head.drefs." Mr. Steevens was never le fs 
happy than he is in this very p1·obuble conjcclure. The w ord 
howve or houve, in Chaucer, is a mere vanation of hood: and 
maid Marians head-drefs mdl:, to be fure, have been " ve1 y fine" 
when made of 4 yards of broad cloath ! A huk~ is a womans gow n 
or habit (Huke. pal/a, toga, pallium Belgicis fem inis ujitarum. 
SKIN,) Morione, in Italian, fignifi es a rnu1,1on or fcull.cap; and, 
it mufl be confeffed, that they (tf any there ever were:) who thence: 
derived the proper name of Marian (Mary) mull: have been block 
heads of the firfl: water, 

" 15i. It appear$ that this, aa well as other games, was made a 
.parilh concern." 
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5 Hen. 8. Recd for Robin Hood's g;:i.deryng 
at Croydon . o 9 + 

I I Hen. 8. Pa"id for three broad yerds of ro-
fett for makyng the frer's cote o 3 6 

- Shoes for the mores daun fars, the frere 
and mayde Maryan at 7d a payre o 5 4 

I 3 Hen. 8. Eight yerds of fofl:yan for the 
mores daunfars coats o 16 o 

A dofyn of gold fkynnes for the morres 63 o o Io 

I 5 Hen. 8. Hire of hats for Robynhode o o 16 
- Paid for the hat that was loft o o 1 o 
16 Hen. 8. Recd at the church-ale and Robyn-

hode all things deducted 3 10 6 
- Paid for 6 yerds ! of fatyn for Robyn 

H ode's cotys o 1 2 6 
- For makyng the fame o 2 o 
- For 3 ells of locram 64 o 1 6 
21 Hen. 8. For fpunging and brnfhing Ro-

bynhode's cotys o o 2 

28 Hen. 8. Five hats and 4 porfes for the 
daunfars o o 4{ 

- 4 yerds of cloth for the fole's cote o z u 
- z ells of worftede for mayde Maryans 

kyrtle o 6 8 
- For 6 payre of double foll yd fhowne o 4 6 
- T o the rnynfl:rele o 1 o 8 
- To the fryer and the piper for to go to 

Croydon o o S 
29 H en. 8. Mem. Lefte in the keping of the 

wardens nowe beingc. 
A fryers cote of rufie t and a kyrtele of a worftyde welt
yd with red cloth, a rnovv ren' · 65 cote of buckram, and 
f rnorres daunfars cotes of w hice fufl ian fpangelyd and 

" 63 P ro bably gilt leather, the pliability of w hich was pan i• 

cularly accommodated to the motio n of the daoce1s." 
" 64 A fort of coarfc l inen . 
" ~s P robabl)' a Moor' coat; the word Morion is fom etimes 
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two gryrfe faten cotes and a dyfardd's 66 cot of cotton 
~nd 6 payre of garters with bells." 

Tnele games ap p~ar to have been difcontinued ar. 
Kingfron, as a parochial u,.dertakrng at Jeafl, after the 
above period :as the indu!lrious enquirer found no further 
entries reiating to them. 

In an old circu:ar \.Vood cut, preferved on the title of 
a penny-hiflory, ( Adam Bc!l, &c.) piinted at Newcaftle 
in 1 77 z, is the apparent 1 e t'refentacion of a morris -dance, 
confiiling of the following perfonages: 1. A bifhop. 
z. Robin Hood. 3. The potter ( o begger). 4. Little 
John. 5. Frier 'Tuck. 6. Maid Marian. Figures z 
and 4 are diftir guifhed by trieir bow , a:--d dirterent fize. 
The frier hold::. cut a crofs; and Marian has flowing 
h ~~.ir, and wears a fort of coronet. But the execution of 
the whole is too 1 ude to merit ::i. ..._;JPY· 

Some of Lh e principal charatcers of ·he Morris feem tc, 
have graduaily dil.:t:)peared, fo that at lei1gth it confifted 
O!,]y of tl1e dancrs; the 1 if)er, and the fool. In Mr .. 
Toilets window we find neither Robin Hood nor Little 
John, thol1g;i Marian and ltl .: fi ·er are there diftinguifhed 
performers. B11t in the {cl ne of one, introduced in the 
old play of Jade Di ams r,1 / fftainmcn t, firfl: pnnr d in 
16:) 1, there is nui: the l:!aft fyrnµtom <, any f the four:1t
•• 1/;c tabe1· and p1pcflrike up a mornce. Ajhoute 'Lvithm: 
A lord, a lord, a lord, who ! t 

\!fed to exp re fa a Moor.-The morris dance is by fame fo ppo fcd to 
have been 01iginall derived fr o m VIoonrh .rlancc. Bl ack buc., r dm 
;;ippea1 s to have been much u fed for : ne d rcff s of the anci< nt mum
m ers. One of the figures in Mr. fo!.et's window, is fuppoled t(.) 
be a mnrifco. " · 

" 116 D1fard is an old word for a fool." 
* Nc:nher is anv no11ce taken ot thern, where the characl:ers of 

the mo1 ris da'nce 'arc mentioned, in The /W(j noble kiNj111en, by 
S lt akfpcare aud Fletcher. 

t l"his w os a ut"ual cry on occaG0ns t~f mirth and jollt1y. Thus, 
if\ t he celebra:ion ot St. Stephcm day i•, the 1111"' <'' · r..-mple holl. dS 

we find it d:: fcnbcd in Dugdales Ori1Jnes juridiciales. " Supper 



NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
. . . 

CV}! 

Ed. Oh, a morrice is come, obferve our country fportsi 
'Tis Whitfon -tyde, and we mufl frolick it. 

Enter the morrice. 

The fong. 

Skip it, and t,·ip it, nimbly, nimhly, 
'Tickle it, tickle it lujlily, 
Strike up the taber,for the wencbesfavout, 
'Tickle it, tickle it fujlii_y. 
L rt us bejem, on H)'gare g,-eou, 

'To dance for the honour oj H ollov.tJay. 
Since we are come hither ,. let 's (pare for 110 li:ather, 

'To dance for the honour of Holloway, 

Ed. Well faid, my boyes, I mufl have my lords !ivory: wha t 
ls·t? a maypole? Troth, 'twere a good b dy for a courtiers im • 
preza, if it had but this life, Frujlrajlorefcit. Hold coufin, hold. 

H e gives thefool monry, 
Foo/e, Thankes, coufin, when the lord my ta the rs audit comes, 

wee'l repay you aga ine. Your benevolence too, fir. 
Mam. What! a lo rcis fonne beco me a begger ! 
Foole. Why not? when beggers are become lords fons. 

Come, 'tis but a trifle. 
Mam. Oh, fir, many a fmall nHke a great. 
Foo/e. No, fir, a few great make a many fmall . Come, my 

lord,, poore and neede hath no law. 
S. Ed. Nor nccetTiti c no rig hr. Drum, downe with them into 

t he celler. Rell content, refl content; one bout more, and th <" ~ 
a\ a\' . 

• Fool,· , ' Spoke' like a true heart: I k ifTe thy foot, fweet 
knight, The morrir:e Jing and dance and exeunt. , , 

Much curious matter on the fubjtlt of the morris .. 
dance is to be found in " Mr. Toilet's opinion concerning 
the morris-dancers upon his window." ( See Steevens' j 
Shakj'prare, v. 425. (edition, 1798) or viii. 596. (edi
tion, _Ii93)• See alfo Mr. Vlaldrons notes upon the 
Sad Jbepberd, 1783, p. 2.55. Morris-dancers are faid to be 

ended, the conGable-marO,all ' prefcnteth' himfelf with drums afo re 
him, mounted upon a fc affold, born by four men; and goeth th , ec 
times round abo ut the harthe, crying out al o ud, A ford , a lora'1 &c. 
Then he d fc ende t h aud goeth tit d~nce, &c." ( p. 156.) 
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yer- annually fr.en in Norfolk,"' and make their conftant 
appearance in Lan ca fl1ire. t 

[ n Scotland, " '1 he game of Robin Hood was celebrated 
in the month of Ma_v. The populace aifembled previous 
to the celebration of this· fefi:iva l, and chole fome relpect
nhle t member of the corporation to officiate in the cha
ratter of Robin. Hood, and another in that of L ittle Job,i 
1is fguire. Up on the day appointed, which was a Sun
day or holyday, the people affemb!ed in mil itary array, 
and went to fome adjoining field, where, either as actors 
er fpec:1ators, the whole inhabitants of the refpctl:ive towns 
"\\iere convened. In this field th<:'y probably amufed 
themfel ves with a reprefentation of Robin Hood's preda
tory exploits,, or of his encounters with the officers of juf
tice [ rc1ther, pahaps,, in feats of archery or military ex
erci fes J. 

c, As. numerous meetings for di ford erly mirth are apt 
to engender tumult, when the minds of the peo, le came 
to be agitated with relig· ous controvPrfy, it was found 
meceliary to eprefs the game § of Robi n Hood by public 

* Th is county woul <l fcr m to have been fam e s for their exer
tions- a couple of cemu1 1es ago. Wi!l Kemp the player was a 
crelebrated n or,is ddncer; and· in the Bodlei~n Ji bra1 y 1s the o l. 
}!owing fca1cc. and cu, 1ous lr~cl b> h im:" Kemps ni ne da ics wo n. 
el.er pet formed in a d ~11ncc f1 o m Lon<loo to No, w1ch. Concaining 
th e pleafure, pa1n,·s and kind entertawmenL o: VVilliam Kunp be
t wee n London anrl that city in his la te 1norr1ce. \1\/h t ein is lomc
what fe1 duw11e wo1 th no Le; to I cproove Lhe flauncie1s fpr(d of 
ii im, 1uany t.h111g, merry, nothi '"'g hu1tfull. W11tlen by himfeif to 
f;aisfie l11s friends . Ln11don, printed by E. A. for Nichol~s Li ng. 
160 0. 4.to, b.}. 0,1 the tide-page is a wooden cut- figure o! Kemp 
;,,s a m o rri dancer, preceded by a fcllo ·.v w ith a pipe and rlru m, 
whom he, in the book, calls Thom as Slye his tabercr.- ec, in 
:R icha rd Bra hwaytes Rr:mains after drath, 1618, fomc lines" upon 
l<.e m·Je and his m 1icc with h1 ~ cpitap11 " 

t " On Mone-la [July :10] the morri s-drncers of P('ndlrton paid 
t h ir ar.11ual vifll rn ~dllo1 d . They w c1e adorn, d with all Lhe q1 ie ty 
() f col<JU rs t hat ~ pn,f ufio11 of . n t, hons cou ,d give t hc.:m, and had a 
yny !howy garland '' St.1r, Aug. 9· 1792. 

:t " Counci l rr gdler, v. 1. p. 30." 
~ " l.\1J1 y, parliarnrr.t 6.. c 6l, A. D . 1555.'' " J\ ncntis Rohert 
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ftatute. The populace _were by no means willing to re
linquifh their favourite amufement. Year after year th-e 

magi (hates of Edinburgh were obliged to exert their 

authority * in rep reHi.ng this game; often ine.ffdtnally_ 
In the year 1~61, the mob were fo enraged at being dif
appointed in making· a Robin H ood, that they rofe in mu

tiny, feized on the city-gates, committed robberies upon 

ihangers ; and one of the ringleaders being condemned 

by the rnagift ra tes to be hanged, the mob forced open the 

jail, fet at liberty the criminal and all the prifoners, and 

broke in pieces the gibbet erected at the crofs for exe

cuting the malefafl:or. They next affaulted the magif

trates , w110 were + fitting in the council-chamber, and 

who fled to the tolbo· th for !helter, where the mob at

tacked them, battering the doors, and pouring ftones 

thro' the windows. Application was made to the dea

cons of the co rporations to appeafe the tumult. Re

UJaining, however, unconcerned fpedators, they made 

this anfwer : '' They will be magiihates alone; let them 

rule the people alone." The magiil:rates were kept in 

confinement till they made proclamation be publi1hed, 

Hude, and abbot of Unreafon. item, It is fia t ute and ordained , tnat 

in all t imes cumm ing, na maner of pe1 fon b cho fen R obert Rude, 
nor Lilllr: J ohn, abbot of umeajon, gueenis of .111aij, no r u t hcr •ife9 

nouther in buigh, nor to landwart, in onie time to c um: and gif 

Oil}' provdt, baillies, councell, and cnmmu nitu· , chufe fik ane per

fonage as Robert Hude . Lillh J r;hn, abbot is of unreafon, or quunis of 
Maij, within burgh, the c nufus of fik !al l tine t heir fr "edome tor 
t he fpace of five .zeires; and utherwife fa ! c pun ilhed at t hf qu c> enis 

grace will; an d the acceptar of fik like office fall be banirhed fo on l, 

of the real me: and gif ony fik perfones ••.• be1s chofcn ou t-w ith 

burgh, and uthers landward townes, the chufers fall pay to o ur [o. 

veraine larlie ten poundcs, and their perfo nes [ be] put in w aird tbt're 

to remaine during the q 11 cenis grace pleafu,e." Abbot of unreajo1t 

is the charaeter better Known in England by the tit le of ab bo r or 

lord of mifrule, "who," fays Percy, "in he houfes of ur nobi

lity pre!id cd over rhe Chi iflmas gambols, and promot d mirth an <l 

"olity at that fe{ltve feafon." Northumberland huufchold b ook, 

{-ootes,) p. 44t. 
*" Council reiifier, v. 4,p. 4. 30,'' t" Knox'~ hiL\ory, p, 270.._ff.:t 
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offering indemnity to the rioters upon laying down their 
arms. Still, however, fo late as the year I 592, we find 
th e general affembly complaining of the profanation of 
the fabbath, by making * of Rabin Haod plqys.'' (Arnots 
J-l'./lory ~f Edinbirgh, p. 77.) 

Notwithfranding the above reprefentation, it is cer~ 
tain that thefe amufements \¥ere confiderably upon the 
decline before the year f 568. This appears from ~ 
poem by Alexander Scot, preferved in the Hyndford 
MS . (in the advocates library, compiled and written in 
that ide ntical year,) and inaccurat~ly pr~nted in 7h~ 
,ver -g rcen: 

" In May quhen men zeid everichon~ 
W ith Robent: Hoid and f.,itti/1 J ohllr, 
To bri,1g in bow is and birkin bobb ynis ; 
Now all fie game is fa filingis gon e, · 
Bot gif it qe a1riang is cloy in Robbynis." 

(GG)-" His bow, and one of his arrows, his chair, 
h is cap, and one of his flippers were preferved till within 
the prefent century."] '' We omitted," fays Ray, "the 
fight of Fountain's abbey, where Robin Hood's Bow is 
kept." (It ineraries, 1760. p. 161.) 

" Having pleafed ourfelves with the antiquit ies of 
' N otiogham, ' we took; horfe and went to vifit ihe q,ue/l 
and ancient c HA 1 R of Robin Hood, which is not far from 
hence, within the foreft of Sherwood. Being placed in 
t he c HA IR, we had a c AP , which they fa y was his~ 
v ery formally put upon our heads, and having performed 
the ufual ceremonies befitting fo great a folemnity , we 
receiv'd the freedom of the chair, and were incorporateq 
into the fociety of that renowned brotherhood." ( Bromes 
Tra'lJels ()<Ver England, &c. 1700, p. 8 5. ) 

" On one fide of this forefl: [ fci. of Sherwood) towards 
N ottingham," fays the author of " T he travels of Tom 
T humb over England and W ales," ( i .e. Robert Dod-

• " Book of un iverfal kirk, p, 414." See alfo Keith~ lfij/()ry of 
:;,otl,md1 p. ~16. · ' 
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£1ey,) "I ivas !hewn a CHAIR, a now; and AR o w. 
all fa.id to ha 1 e been his [ Robin Hoois] proper y !j 
'(p. 82.) 

"I was pleafed with a SLIPPER, belonging to tbe 
famous Robin Hood, .fbewn me., fifty year a n-o , at · St • 
./Inns civell> near Nottingham, a· place U.)Oll the bordprs of 
Sherwood forefl:, to which he r 1orte 1 

.' ' ( J 11urnry fnme 
Birmingham to London, hy fV. Hutton. Bir. i785., 
P· 1 74·) 

(HH)-H not only places which afforded him fecm:ity 
or amufement, but e ven the well at wnich he quenched 
)1is thirfl:, ftill ret:iin his r.ame."] Robh2-Hoods-buy is both 
a bay and a village, on the coail: of Y orkfhire, between 
Whitby and Scarborough. It is mentioned by Leland 
as " a fifc,1er rou ,1let of zo, bootes caullid Robyn H uddes 
~ay, a ~ok or bofom of a mile yn length." ( I_tinerary. 
i. 53.) " \\'hen his robberies," fays rnafrer Charlton,. 
~' b(' carne fo numerous, and the outcries againft him fo 
loud, as almoft to alarm the whoie nation, parties of fol
diers were fent down from London to apprehend him: 
~nd the 1 it was, that fearing for his fafety, he founq it 
neceffar to d..;fert his ufual haunts, and, retreating north
\Vard, to er rs the moors th . t furrounded Whitby, [ one 
fide whereof nappens, a littl l:! unto tunately, to lye open 
to the 'fea.] where, gaining the fe a-coafi:, he always had 
in readinefs near at hand fome fmall fi(hing veffels, to 
which fie could have refuge, if he found himJelf purfued; 
for in the.fe, ·putting off to fea, he looked upon himfelf as 
quite fecure, and held the whole power of the Engli{h na
tion at defiance: ' fhe chid place of his refort ~H thefe: 
tim s, where his boats were generally laid up, was about 
:fix miles from Whitby, to which he commun icated his 
'name, and wh'ich is ftill called Robin Hoodj bqy. There 
he frequen ly went a fi.hing in the fon1mer feafon, 
even when no enemy appeared to annoy him, and not 
far from that place he had butts or marks fet .up, where 

. . . 
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he ufed to exercife his men in fhooting with the long• 
bow."* 

N ear Gloucefl:er is "a famous hill," called '' Robi1t 
Ho.odJ hill;" concerning whi~h th.ere .is a very foolifh 
modern fong. Another hill of th<; fame name exifts in the 
neighbourhood of Cafileton, Derbyfhire, 

'' Over a fpring call'd RoBIN Boons WELL, (3 or 
4 miles [on] this fide [i.e. north] ofDoncaf1er, and but 
a quarter of a mile only from z towns call'd Skelbrough 
anti Bonrwallis) is a very handfome ftone arch, erected 
by the lord Ca.diile, where paffengers from the coach 
f1equently drink of the fair water, and give their charity 
to two people who attend there./' (Gents Hijlory of 
1 ark. York, 1730., p. 234,)t 

* Hijlmy ef Whitby. York, I i79, p. 146. " It was always be
lieved," adds the worthy pedagogue, " that there butts had been 
nd:tt'd by him for that very purpofc, till the year 1771, when this 
popular notion was difcovered to be a m1fhke; they bc:ing no more 
th~n the barrows or tumuli thrown up by our pagan predccdfors 
011 interring their leaders or the other pcrfons of diflinclion amongfr 
tlicm. However, notwithflanding this d1fcovery, there is no doubt 
b11t Robin Hood made nfe of thofe houes or butts when he was 
difpoferl ro exercife his men, and wanted to train them up in hitting 
a mark.'' Be that as it may, there a.re a few hillocks of a fimilar 
11ature not far from Gu 'fbrough, which likewife bear the n.;me of 
/(a/•in Hoods buts; and others, it is imagined, may be met with in 
other parts. 

t Epi gram on Robin Hoods well, " a fine fpring on the road, 
ornamented by fir John Vanbrugh ;" By Roger Gale, efci. 
(Bib. %po. Brilan. N°. II. part III. p. 427.) 

" Nymphnfui quondam latronibus hojpirajylvte 
flm nimiumfociis nol(l, Robine, //1iJ. 

Me pudrt innocuos laticesfudijfefcelrjlis, 
Jan1r1ue via tori pocula tu/a fe1'0, 

F.11 pie/at is h?ncs ! ComeJ hanc mihi Carliolt!11fis 
..IEd,mfarravit qua bibis, hojpes, aquas ." 

The fame author ( Gent ), in his "long and pathctick prologue,'1 

euing forth" the contingencies, vici11itudes or changes of this tran
fitory life," " fpok en, for the molt part, on Wcdnefclay and Fnday 
on the 18th and 20th of February, 1761, at the deep tragedy of 
beaut ifu I, eloquent, tender-h earted, but unlortunate Jane Shore, 
• , •. ullcred and perform d at his benefit" • , , (being thco 
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Though there is no attendance at prefent, nor is the 
water altogether fo fair as it might and iliouid be, the 
-ca[e was otherwife in the days of honeft Barnaby. 

" Pmi Donra/ler, &c. 
NPjcit jitus artem modl, 
Puteum Robe,ti Hoodi 
J/eni, &l li<Juente vena 
J/inElo * cati110 catena, 
Toi/ms jitim, parcum odi, 
Sq/vens 060/um cztjiodi. 

" Thence to Doncafler, &c. 
Thidl knows neither mean nor meafort1 
Robin Hood's well was my treafure; 
In a + common difh enchained, 
I my furious thirft reflrained : 
And becaufe I drank the deeper, 
I paid two farthings to the keeper, 0 

t1rf,ttis 70, and far declined into the vale of forrow,* has very art .. 
fully contrived to introduce our hero and his famous well. 

" The concave-hall, 'mongfi fources never view'd,} 
Nor heard the goddeffes in merry mood, 
At thr.ir choice viands Gog bold Robin Hood:+ 
,vhofe tomb atKi1kleysnunnery d1fplay'd, } 
A falfe, hard-hearted, irreligious maid, 
vVbo bled, and to cold death that earl betray'd • 
.But fame flill lafls, while country folks difplay 
His limpid fountain, and loud-forging bay.'• 

* " Piventes veme,.fpince, catinufcp{e calentl!, 
Sun/ Robin Hoodi no/a t1opha!afui." 

+ " A well, thorn, difh, hung in an iron cha-ini 
For monuments of Robin Hood remain." 

* He dyed in 1778, aged 87. 
t " Omne1 agnovere deam; la:tique receptanl 

,Alct:eum mujt:e com item, ponuntur I iicchi 
Crateres ; jlaveatque Jcyphis Cerealia 'Vin11. 
Accedunt vu/ms hi/ares; feflique lepores, 
Et jocus, et dfus: d1dci 1ejludine Naias 
Pul<h.-a modos variat; furtijque injignis ~, llTNI 

Hodi latronis,jluvios bme 11ota per iflos, 
J..udicra gejla .~ni; refonant laiuearia plaufu.!' 

h 
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~~ mentions it again: 

" Nunc longin9uos locos odi, 
Yale fons Roberti Hoodi. 

" Now I hate a11 foreign places 
Robin Hoods well, and his chace~." 

A different well, facred either to Robin Hood, or td 
St. Ann, has been already mentioneq. 

(II)-" confered as an honorable di!lit:1B:ion upon 
the prime rninifter to the king of Madagafoar.") The 
natives of this ila.nd, who have dealings with our people, 
pride themfelves, i~ feemsh in Engli{h names, which are 
beftowed upon them ai t e difcretion or caprice of the 
failers: and thus a venerable minifter of ftate, who fhould 
have been called fir Robert Walpole or cardinal Fleury, 
acquired the name of Robin Hood. Mr. Ives, by whom 
hF is frequently mentioned, relates the following anecdote f 

c, The reader will excufe my giving him another in-: 
ftance ••. which ftill more ftrikingly difplays the extreme 
fenfibility of thefe H1anders 1 in refpecl: to their kings 
dignity. ROBIN Hooo (who feemed to act as prime mi
nijler, and negotiated moft of the king's concerns with 
our agent-victualler) was one day tranfacl:ing bufinefs 
with another gentleman of the fquadron, and they hap
pened to differ fo much about the value of a certain com
modity, that high words arofe, and at length Robin Hood 
in the greateft agitation ftarted from the ground where 
he was fitting, and fwore that he would immediately ac
quaint the king of Baba with what had paffed. Our En-
9"li{h gentleman, too much heated with this threat, and 
~he violent altercation which had preceded it, unguard
edly replied, '' D-n the k~ng of BabaY-The eyes of 
Robin Hood flafhed like lighrning, and in the moft violent 
wrath he retorted, " D-n king G eorge." At the fame 
inftant he left the fpot, hurrying away towards the Ma
~agafcarian cottages. Our countryman was foon firuck 
~ith che impropriety of his behaviour, followed and ave~':' 
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took the difputant, and having made all proper concef• 
.fions, the affair was happily terminated."• 

(J J) '' After his death his company was difperfed.''] 
They, and their fucceifors, difciples or followers, are fup
pofed to have been afterward diftinguiilied, from the 
name ~f their gallant leader, by the title of Roberdfmen. 
Lord Coke, who is fomewhat fingular in accufing him of 
living'' oy robbery, burning of houfes, felony, wafte and 
f poil, and principally by and with vagabonds, idle wan
derers, night-walkers,-and draw-latches," fays that ,< al
beit he lived in Yorkiliiri, yet men of hi~ quality took 
their denomination of him, and were called Roberdfinen 
throughout all England. Againil: thefe men," continues 
he, u was the ftatute of Winchefier made in 13 E~ I. 
( c. 14. J for preventing of robbery, murders, ,burning 
of houfes, &c. Alfa the ftacute of s E. 3. [c. 14] 
which ' recites' the ftatute of Vvinche11er, and that there 
had been divers manfiaughters, felonies, and robberies 
done in times pail:, by people that be called Ro6etdjinen, 
wafters and draw-latches; and remedy [is] provided by 
that acl: for the arreil:ing of them. At the parliament 
l10lden 50 E. 3." he adds, '' it was petitioned to the 
king that ribauds and fl:urdy beggars might be banifhed 
out of every town. The anfwer of the king in parlia
ment was, touch ing ribauds : The {l:atute of Winchefter 
and the declaration of the fame with other fratutes of Ro
berdfmen, and for fuch as make themfelves gentlemen, 
and men of armes, and archt'rs, if they cannot fo prove 
theirfel ves, let them be driven to their occupation or fer
vice, or to the place from whence they came." He like
wife notices the il:atute of 7 R. 2. [ c. 5.] by which it is 
provided '' that the fl:atutes of robrrdfinen and draw• 
'atches, be firmly holden and kept:" (3 lnfi. 1~n-) 

* Vi,.pzgefrom E11glan.i to In/fia. 1773, p. 8. Inafubfequent 
pag , this great man 1s employed in a commerce of a more delicate , 
i nd ·c c.I, but, acco1 ding to European not10ns, lei~ honorable na~ 
l 1.1rc: which he manaze with , onfuromate add refs, 

h .i 
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Thefe R ohcrdf,11en are mentioned in Pierce the plo1igb
ma1ts crede, written a.bout I 400 : 

" And right as Robartefmen rakcn aboute."* 

Mr. Warton, who had once thought that the friers Ro-
b& rt,'1;,es were here meant, obferves that " the exprefiion 
of Robirt hoodcs men, in bifhop Latimers fermon, [Jupra, 
p. xc v,] is not without an all ufion to the bad fenf e of Ro
bcrdjiffcn.,, ( H. E. P. ii. additions-, fig .. d. 4-.) It does 
not~ r.owev"r, appear that the latter word has been ever 
ufed in a good one; nor is there, after all, fufficient ground 
fo cone uding that thefe people were fo named after 
_ · ooin l: ood. 

(KK)-'' the honour of little Johns death and burial 
C(,n• __ r, cled for by rival nations."] I. By England •. 

.At th" village of Ha herfage, about 6 · miles from Caf
tle- 01 , in D ~rb1 rnire, is Little J ohos grave. A few 

""ats ago ome cu rious perfon caufed it to be opened, 
1 hen there ere fo nd feveral bones of an uncommon fize 

wh~cl-i. he preforved; but, meeting afterward with many 
11mlucky accid.ents, he carefully replaced them; partly at the 
i..terccfii of the f. •xton, who had taken them up for 
him, and vho had in like manner been vifited with misfor
tunes: upon re.CT:oring the bones all tl1efe troubles cea[ed . 
Sncl, is t he tradition at Caftleton. E . Hargrove, in 
his " A_n cclotes o f archery," York, 179 2, afferts, that 
~, the gra c is difiingui!hed by a fa.rge Hone placed at 
the hc,:d, a . d an her at the feet; on each of which are 
yet fome ren ains nf th:! letters I. L." (p. 26.) i· II. By 
S"o J., nd. " b Murray l:rnd" according to that melt 

·, They likewi(e fcerh alluded to in the Vijic'1, fo . 1, b, 

" A1!d r):rc wyth ribaudy as RcbatcJ I.naves." 

.1.. " n a looL pap.er, in Mr. Afhmoli.:'s hand writing , in tl:e 
mufcumat O trnd, istilcfollov,rn6 littlednrcd,Jte: 

'' The fomci u L1ttic Joh11 (!{obin !Iood's comp~nion) l yes bu. 
-id. in F··thc1 ledge chu ·ch-vard. in the peak. o! D"rb1"01 i1e, one 
~ollt. at his he.!d, ~11,>ther :c

1

11i~ t'ct-., and ·;art of J,i~ !.io.:V r angs ui:, 
:'1 t ethane< 11. A,mtJ 165?. ," H. E[i; ~J." Europea11 mnrr.i in~, 
_ ~tu er 1 ]C,; p. 295 . 
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v eracious hiflorian, maifter Hefl:or Boece, " is the kirke 

of Pette, quhare the banis of lytill J ohne remanis in 
g ret admiratioun of pepill. He hes bene fourtene fut of 

hycht with fquare membris effering thairto. Vi. zeris/' 

continues he, H afore the cumyng of this werk to lycht 

\fe faw his hanche-bane, als mekill as the haill bane of 

a ne man : for we fchot our arme in the mouth thairof .. 

Be quhilk appe_ris how fhang and fquare pepill grew in 
our regioun afore thay were effeminat with luft and illl
temperance of mouth .. "• II I. By Ireland. " There 

ftandeth," as Stanihurft relates, " in Oftmantowne 

greene an hillocke, named little John his !hut. The· 
occafion," he fays, " proceeded of this. 

" 1n the yeere one tboufand one hundred foure fcore 
and nine , there ranged three robbe rs and outlaws in 

England, among- which Robert Hood and little J aha 

weere c heefe teins, of all theeves doubtleffe the moft 

courteous. Robert Hood being betrayed at a nunrie irr 
Scotland called Bricklies, the remnant cf the crue was 

fcattered, and everie man forced to fhift for him[elfe. 

\ Vhe reupon little John was fain e to flee the realme by 
failing into Ireland, where he fojornied for a few daies 

at Dublin. The citizens being doone to underfiand the 

wandering outcafl: to be an excellen t are-her, requeft:ect 

him harrilie to trie how far he could fhoot at randon; 

who yeelding to their behefl:, frood on the bridge of 

D-ublin , a d· !hot to that mole hill, leaving behind hi m 

a monumt'nt, rather by hi s pofleri tie to be woon<lered~ 

than pofiiblie by anie man living to be counter[coredo 

~ut as the rcpaire of fo notorious a champion to anie-

oun trie would foo ne publi!hed, fa his abode could nae 

' c long concealed : and therefore to efchew the danger· 

* 1-Tifloric cf Scotland, trnnjl..itil be maij}c:r J oh11e Bellendm, 

.Eclin. 1541. fo . The luxury of his countrymen will appear a !trange 
compla111r, in the rno uch of a Scotirhman of the 16 th century, to 

ruch as believe, ~·ah che !Jtc Dr. Johnfon, that they learned to· 

plant kdil from Cromw ells foldicrs, alld th at " when they had 

not kail the y probably had nothin g." (Joum')' to 1he IJ'cjl(P 
/1-,m:is, p. - .) cc ;ilfo BoisL · original wvrk. 
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of I the] !awes, he fled into Scotland, where he died af 
a towne or village called Mora vie."* Thus Stanihurft, 
who is quoted by Dr. Hanmer in his Chronicle of Ire
land, p. 179. but Mr. Walker, after obferving that 
"' poor Little Joh n's great practical !kill in archery 
could not fave him from an ignominiouG fate," fays, 
u it appeared, from fame records in the South well 
family, th•at he was publicly executed for robbery on 
Arbor-hill, Dublin."t 

(LL)-" fome of his defcencfants, ~f .the name of 
Nailor, &c."J See ihe preface to the H iflory of Gcorg-e 
a Green. As furn ames were by no means in gene ral ufe' 
at the cbfe of the twelfth century,. Little John may have 
obtained that of Nailor from his original profeilion. 

(" Ye boa fl ed worthies of the knuckle, 
To Maggs and to the Nailor truckle.") 

But however this, or the fact itfe1f may be, a bow, faid 
to have belonged to Little John, with the name of Nay·lo~· 
upon it, is now, as the editor is informed, in the pof
feflion of a gentleman in the weft riding of Yorkfhire. 

The quotation about whctjlones is from the Sloan MS. 
Thofe, indeed, who recollect the equivocal meaning of 
the word may think that this production has not been 
altogether confined to the grave of Little John. 

* Drfeription of Ireland, in Ifolinshecls chronicle, 1587. 
-t Hijlorical ejfay, &c. p. 12~. This allegauon demands wha. 

the lawyers call a p,-ojrrt in cu,·iam. lt i,, howcvc1, cc:rrain that 
there have been perlo ns who ufurped the name of Little J ohn. 
ln the year 1502, "about mydfomcr, w as tak en a felow Wll)che 
had ren11 ed many of Rob yn Hodes pag r> ntcs, which named hym• 
{clfe Grem!if." { Fabyans chronicle, 1559.) The, elo r, beware o.c 
ouutcrfeits ! 

THE END OF THE LIFE> &c. 
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PA RT I. 

I. 

A LYTELL GEST£ OF ROBYN HODE. 

Th:'s ancirnt legend is prinied from tbe copj of an edit ion, 

in 410. and black lelle1·, by lf/j·nkcn de Worde, prefirvcd in 

the pub/ii· library at Cambridge; compared riui:b, and, in 

Jome places, correfled by, another imprrj/ion ( appai-cntly from 

tbe former), l.ke-.,uifi in 4to. ni!d black letter, qy /f/illiam 

Copland, a copy of r.,ubicb is amo11g tbe late mr. Garrick, 

old plays, 110·cV in the Bri11jh J.11~/rum. 'the full ti t.'e of the 

fi1jl editio 11 is as follo ·· vs: '' Here bcginneth a nmy grjle ~f 
Robyn Rode and his mryne, and of the proudr }bc1Jfc of 

VoL . I. A 



.. ~ LYTELL GESTE 

Notyngbam;" and the printers colophon runs thus: " Ex

plycit. Kynge Edwardc and Rohyn hode & Lytell Joha11 

Enprented at London in Flete Jlrcte at the fygne of the font 

By WJ,nken de Wordc." To Coplands edition is added " a 

newe playe for to he played in Maye games rvery plefaunte 

and full of pajlyme;" 'i-lJhich ez,uill be found at large in ano~ 

ther place. No other copy of either edition is known to be 

txtant; but, hy th favour of the reverend dr. Farmer, 

the editor hath in his hands a fe-w leaves of an old 4to. 

black letter imprcjjion, judged by its- late worthy prffejfor, 

than ez,uhom no one can decide in thife matters with more 

certairtt_y, to, be of Raflalls printing, and older, by Jome 

years, than the abo<Ve edition of Tfynkcn de Wt,rde, ez,uhicb 

yet, though civithout date, we may fafcly place as high ao 

the year I 5 20. Among the Jame ge11tlcmans numerous lite

rary curiojit ics is li kecr.,vi/e another edition, " printed," after 

Coplands, ' fo r Ed'i-uard White," (410 black letter, nr1 

date , but entered in the Sta_tioners boo/<J I 3 May, I 594) 

'Luhich, as well as the aborve fragment, hath been collated, 

and every ,variation 'LIJOrthy of notice either adopted or 

remarked in the margin. The only drfertion from all the 

copies ( except in 11ecdfary corrr8ions) is the dirvijio.n of 

Jlanzas, the indenting of the lines, the addition of points, 

the dfu(e of ahhreviat/ons , and the occajional introduflion 

or rrjrclion of a capital letter; liberties, if they may be 

Jo called, ,which ha<Ve been taken r,,,uith mofl of the othe~ 

poems ill this col'eflion. 

L I T H E and lyil:en, gentylmen,. 

That be of frebore blode; 

I Dull you tell of a p-cod yeman, 

His name was Robyn Hode. 



OF ROBYN ~ODE. 

Robyn was a proude outlawe, 
Whyles he walked on grounde, 

So curteyfe an outlawe as he was one 
Was never none y founde. 

Robyn ftode in Bernyfdale, 
And lened hym to a tree, 

And by hym ftode Lytell Johail, 
A good yeman was he; 

And alfo dyde good Scathelock, 
And Much the millers fone; 

There was no ynche of his body, 
But it was worthe a grome. 

Than be fpake hym Lytell Johan 
All unto Robyn Hode, 

Mayfter, yf ye wolde dyne betyme; 
It wolde do you moch good. 

Then befpake good Robyn, 
To dyne I have no luft, 

Tyll I have fome bolde baron, 
Or fome unketh geil, 
That may paye for the heft; 

Or fome knyght or fome fquyere 
That dwelleth here by weft. 

3 

s 

IO 

Y. 25. The irregul«rity or difeEi of the verjijication, in thh 1Jmi 
jimilar paJ!agrt, is probably owing to the loft of ll lint, 

Az 
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A good maner than had Robyn, 

In londe where that he were, 

Every daye or he woulde dyne 30 
Thre meifes wolde he here: 

The one in the wor!hyp of the fader, 

The other of the holy goofr, 

The thyrde was of our dere lady, 

That he loved of all other mofte. H 

Robyn loved our dere lady, 

For doute of dedely fynne; 

Walde he never do company harme 

That ony woman was ynne. 

Mayfl:er, than fayd Lytell Johan, 40 
And we our horde !hall f prede-, 

Tell us whether we !hall gone, 

And what lyfe we fhall lede; 

Where we !hall take, where we fhall leve, 

Where we !hall abide behynde, 45 
Where we !hall robbe, where we !hall reve, 

Where we !hall bete and bynde. 

Tlier of no fors, fayd Robyn, 

We !hall do well ynough ; 

But loke ye do no houfbonde harrne 50 

That tylleth with his plough; 

.. 
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No mor~ ye !hall no good yeman, 
That walketh by grene wode ihawe, 

Ne n~ knyght ne no fquyer? 
That wolde be a good felawe. 5 5 

Thefc bys!hoppes, and thyfe archebysfhoppes, 
Ye il1all them bete and bynde ; 

The bye ihcryfe of Notynghame, 
Hym holde in your mynde, 

This worde !hall be holde, fayd Lytyll Johan, 60 
And this leifon !hall we lere; 

It is ferre dayes, god fend~ µs ~ geft, 
That we were at our dynere. 

Take thy good bowe in thy hande, faid Robyn, 
Let Moche wende with the, 65 

And fo !hall W yllyam Scatheloek~., 

And no man abyde with me. 

And walke up tu the Sayles, 

And fo to Watlynge ftrete, * 
And wayte after fome unketh g~ft, 

Up chaunce ye mowe them met~. 

* Tbit Jeans to have bun, and, in many parts, is jlill the name 
ge,w-afly ufed by the vulgar for ER Ml .N C·ST REE T. The couife of 
thf' ,-ea/ Watli11g-jlreet was from Dover to Chrjler. 

The SAYLES appears to be f!111te place in the neighbourhood of 
Banrfdale, but 110 mention of it has elfewhere occurred; though, ii 
iI believed, therr is a field Jo cal/ed 11,t far from Doncajlrr • . 
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Be he erle or ony baron, 

Abbot or ony knyght, 

Brynge hym to lodge to me, 

Hys dyner £hall be dyght. 7$ 

They wente unto the Sayles, 

Thefe yemen all thre, 

'f hcy loked efr, they Joked weft, 

They myght no man fee. 

:-J3ut as they loked in Barnyfdale, 80 

By a derne frrete, 

Then came there a knyght rydynge, 

Full fone they gan hym mete. 

All dreri then was his femblaunte, 

And lytell was hys pryde, ~5 
l-Iys one fote in the fierope fiode, 

That other waved befyde. 

}Iys hode hangynge over hys eyen two, 

He rode in fymple a ray; 

A foryer man than he was one 90 
Rode never in fomers day. 

1-,ytell Johan was curteyfe, 

And fet hym on his kne : 
1# elcome be ye, genty 11 kn yght, 

W elcorne are you to me, 95 
I'. 84. all his. FCC. 



OF ROBYN HODE. 

Welcome be thou to grene wood, 
Hende knyght and fre ; 

My mayfier hath a byden you faftynge, 
Syr, all thefe cures thre. 

Who is your mayfter? fayd the knyght. 100 

J ohan fayde, Robyn Hode. 
He is a good yeman, fayd the knyght, 

Of hym I have herde moch good. 

I graunte, he fay,d, with you to wende, 
My brethren. all in fere; 10, 

My purpofe was to have deyned to day 
At Blythe or Dankaftere. 

Forthe than went this gentyll knyght, 
With a carefull chere, 

The teres out of his eyen ran, 
,And fell downe by his lere. 

They brought hym unto the lodge dore, 
When Robyn gan hym fe, 

Full curteysly dyde of his hode, 
And fet hym on his kne. 

Welcome, fyr knyght, then faid Robyn,, 
Welcome thou arte to me, 

I haue abyde you fa!l:ynge, fyr, 
All thefe houres rnre. 

110 

r. 105. SoR. [Ra!lall.] all thre. T,V. C. [de Worde ~nd 

.Copland,] V. 108. this. R. that. W. C, /T, 111. ere, R. 

A '1-



8 A LYTELL GES'I'E 

'fhen anfwered the gentyll kr:yght~ 12, 

With wordes fayre and fre, 

God the fave, good Robyn, 

.And all thy fayre meync. 

They wasfhed togy<ler and wyped bot:1e, 

And fet tyll theyr dynere; 12 5 

Brede and wyne they had ynough, 

And nombles of the dere ; 

Swannes and fefauntes they had full good, 
And foules of the revere; 

There fayled never fo lytell a byrde, 13 · 
That ever was bred on brere. 

Do gladly, fyr knyght, fayd Robyn. 

Gramercy, fyr, fayd he~ 

Suche a dyner had I not 

Of all thefe wekes thre: l35 

If I come agayne, Robyn, 

Here by thi~ countr~, 

.f\.s good a d yner I fhall the make, 

As thou hafi: made to me. 

Gramercy, knyght, fayd Robyn, 1,,~ 
My dyner whan L have, 

~ was never fo grcdy, by dere worthy god~ 

My dyne~ for to crave. 



OF ROBYN HODE. 

J:l ut pay or ye wende, ayd Robyn, 

Me thynketh it is good ryght; 145 
f t was never the maner, by dere worthy god, 

A · yeman to pay for a knyght. 

I have nought in my cofers, fayd the knyght, 

That I may profer for fuame. 

Lytell Johan, go loke, fayd Robyn, 15• 
Ne let not for no blame. 

Tell me trouth, fayd Robyn, 

So god have parte of the. 

I -l1ave no more but ten fuillings, fayd the knyght, 

So god have parte of me. 15 5 

Yf thou have no mor~, fayd Robyn, 

I wyll not one peny; 

And yf thou have nede of ony more, 

More fuall I len the. 

Go now forth, Lytell Johan, 

The trouthe tell thou me, 

Y f there be no more but ten fuillings, 

Not one peny that I fe. 

Lytell Johan fpred downe his mantell 

160 

Full fayre upon the grounde, 165 
And there he founde in the knyghtes cofer 

But even halfe a pounde. 

Y . 14 7. to pay. R. pay. W. C. Y. t 50, R obyn. R. Robyn 
~ oode. W. C. 
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Lytyll Johan let it lye full ftyll, 
And went to his mayfter full !owe. 

vVhat tydynge Johan? fayd Robyn. 170 

" Syr, the knyght is trewe inough." 

Fyll of the heft wyne, fayd Robyn, 
The knyght .fhall begynne ; 

Moch wonder th ynketh me 
Thy clothynge is fo thynne. 175 

Tell me one worde, fayd Robyn, 
And counfell .fhall it be ; 

I trowe thou were made a knyght of forfe, 
Or· elles of yemanry; 

Or elles thou haft ben a fory houfband, 189 

And leved in ftroke and ftryfe ; 
An okerer, or elles a .lechoure, fayd Robyn, 

With wronge haft thou lede thy lyfe. 

I am none of them, fayd the knyght, 
By god that made me ; 1~5 

An hondreth wynLer here before, 
Myne aunfetters knyghtes have be. 

But ofte it hath befal, Robyn, 
A man hath be dyfgrate; 

Bat god that fyteth in heven above 19$ 
May amend his ftate. 



.OF ROBYN HODE. 

Within two or thre yere, Robyn, he fayd, 
My neyghbores well it' kende,' 

F oure hondreth pounde of good money 

II 

Full wel than myght I fpende. 195 

Now have I no good, fayd the knyght, 
But my chyldren and my wyfo; 

God hath fhauen fuch an ende, 
.I. 

Tyll god ' may amende my lyfe.' 

In what maner, fayd Robyn, 
Haft thou lore thy ryches ? 

For my grete foly, he fayd, 

And for my kindenefie. 

I had a fone, for for.h, Robyn, 

zoo 

That fholde have hen my eyre, 205 

When he was twenty wynter olde, 
In felde wolde jufre foll feyre; 

He ilewe a knyght of Lancafifl1yre, 
And a fquyre bolde; 

For to fave hym in his ryght 210 

My good is beth fette and folde; 

My Iondes beth fet to wedde, Robyn, 
Untyll a certayne daye, 

To a ryche abbot here bcfyde, 

Of Saynt Mary abbay. 215 

V. 192. two yere, R. 
~t may amendc1 PCC. 

//'. 193. knowe. PCC. 
//', 208, lancafesfhyre. R. 

r. i99. 
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What is the femme? fayd Robyn, 

Trouthe than tell thou me. 

S yr, he fayd, foure hondred poundc, 

The abbot tolde it to me. 

Now, and thou lefe thy londe, fayd Robyn, 220 

What !hall fall of the ? 

Haftely I wyll me bufke, fayd the knyght, 

Over the falte fee, 

And fe where Cryft was quycke and deed, 

On the mounte of Caluare. 22 5 

Fare well, frende, and have good daye, 

It may noo better be-

Teeres fell out of his eyen two, 

He wolde haue gone his waye-

Farewell, frendes, and have good day, 230 

I ne have more to pay. 

\Vhen:; be thy friendes? fayd Robyn. 

" Syr, never one wyll me know; 

Whyle I was ryche inow at home 

Grete boft then wolde they blowe, 

And now they renne awaye fro me, 

As beftes on a ro ... ,e; 

'.,. hey take no more heed of me 

Then they me never fawe." 

2 35 

V. 227. not. W. C. V. 232. b y W. C. F. 233. s~ 
R . knowe me, W. C. 'rhi' f ragment if Rafla//; (di1io11 endr wi.Jb 

v . 238. 



OF ROBYN HOOE. IJ 

tor ruthe then wepte Lytell Johan, , 240 

Scathelocke and Much ' in fore.' 

Fyll of the befr wyne, fayd Robyn., 
For here is a fyrnple chere. 

Haft thou any frendes, fayd Robyn., 

Thy borowes that wyll be? 245 
l have none, then fayd the knyght, 

But god that dyed on a tree. 

Do waye thy japes, fayd Robyn, 

Therof wyll I right none; 

Wenefl: thou I wyll have god to borowe? 25~ 
Peter, Paule or Johan? 

Nay, by hym that me made, 
And fhope both fonne and mone, 

Fynde a better borowe, fayd Robyn, 

Or rnony getefl: thou none. :z.55 

I have none other, fa yd the knyght., 

The fothe for to fay, 

But yf it be our dere l_ady, 

She fayled me never or this day. 

By dere worthy god, fayd Robyn., 

To feche all Englond thorowe, 

Yet founde J never to my pay, 
A moch better borowe. 

P. a41, alfo. PCC. .P. 242. Wym(", PCC. 

z6o 
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Come now forthe, Lytell Johan, 

And goo to my trefoure, 269 
And brynge me foure hondred pounde. 

And loke that it well tolde be. 

Forthe then wente Lytell Johan, 
And Scathelocke went before, 

He tolde out foure houndred pounde, 270 

By eyghtene fcore. 

Is this well tolde? fayd lytell Much. 
Johan fa yd, What greveth the? 

It is almes to helpe a gentyll knyght 

That is fall in poverte. 271 

'Ma yfrer, than fayd Lytell Johan, 
His clothynge is full thynne, 

Ye muft gyve the kny-ght a lyveray, 

To 'lappe' his body ther in. 

For ye have fcarlet and grene, mayfter, 28"0 

And many a ryche aray, 

There is no rnarchaunt in mery Englonde 

So ryche I dare well faye. 

Take hym thre yerdes of every coloure, 

And loke that well mete it be. 285 
Lytell Johan toke none other mefure 

But his bowe tre, 

P. 279. helpe. W. wrappe. C. 



OF ROBYN HODE. 

And of every handfull that he met 
He lept ouer fotes thre. 

IS 

What devilkyns draper, fayd litell Much, 290 

Thynkyft thou to be? 

Sca..thelocke fioode Jull fty 11 and laugh, 
And fayd, By god allmyght, 

Johan may gyv~ hym the better mefure, 
By god, it coft him but lyght. 295 

Mayil:cr, fayd Lytell Johan, 
All unto Robyn Hode, 

Ye muft gyve that knight an hors, 
To lede home al this good. 

Take hym a gray courfer, fayd Robyn, 300 
And a fadell newe; 

He is our ladyes meifengere, 
God lene that he be true. 

And a good palfraye, fayd lytell Moch, 
To mayntayne hyrn in his ryght. 305-

·And a payre of botes, fayd Scathelocke, 
For he is a gentyll knyght. 

What fhalt thou gyve hyrn, Lyte1 Johan? fayd Robyn. 
Syr, a payre of gylte fpores clene, 

To pray for all this company: 310 

God brynge hym out of tene ! 

r. 303. leue. w: lende. c. 
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Whan {hall my daye be, fayd the knyght, 

Syr, and your wyll be? 

This daye twelve moneth, fayd Robyn, 

Under this grene wode tre. 3 I 5 

It were grete ihame, fayd Robyn, 

A knyght alone to ryde , 

Without fquyer, yeman or page, 

To walke by hys fyde. 

I {hall the lene Lytyll Johan my man, 3ao 

For he fhall be thy knave; 

In a yernans fteed he may the fto nde;1 

Y f tho u grete nede have. 

THE SECONDE FY TTL 

I
. J OvVE is the knyght wer, t on tliis way; 

This game he tho ugh t full go·od, 

\Vhen he lo {ed on Bernyfdale, 

He bly!feci Robyn Hode ; 

And whan he thought on Berny[d .. tle, 

On Scathelock, Much, and ] ohan, 

He bly!fed them (or the b .... ll: company 

That C\ er he in come. 

5 



OF ROBYN HOOE, 

Then fpake that gentyll knyght~ 
To Lytel Johan gan he faye, 10 

To morowe I mull: to Yorke to1me,; 
To Saynt Mary abbay ; 

And to the abbot of that place 
Faure hondred pounde I mull: pay ~ 

And but I be there upon this nyght 15 
My londe is lofr for ay, 

·The abbot fayd to His covent, 
There pe ftode on grounde, 

.This day twelfe moneth carrie tliefe :i knyght 
And borowed foure hondred pounde. :.o 

( He borowed foure hondred pounde,] 
Upon all his londe fre; 

But he come this ylke day 
Dysherytye fuall he be. 

It is full erel)(, fayd the pryoure *, aS 
The day is ncit yet ferre gone, 

I had iever to pay an hondred pounde, 
And lay it downe a none. 

tfhe knyght is ferre be yonde the fee, 
In Englonde ~ his tyght, 30 

And fuffreth hanger and colde 
And many.a fory nyght : 

,. 1'he prlt;r , in an ahbcy, w as th~ offerer immediately ,mdt r ti; 
1Zhhot ; in p;iQries •nd un11mtr1,J ,athedr~ls l e war the fuperior. 

Vo1. . I. B 
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It were grete pyte, fa yd the pryoure, 

So to have his londe, 

And ye be fo Iyght of your confeyence 35 

Ye do to him moch wronge. 

Thou arte euer in my berde, fayd the abbot, 

By god and faynt R ycharde ·* . 
With that cam in a fat heded monke, 

The heygh felerer; 40 

He is dede or hanged, fayd the rnonkc , 

By god that bought me dere , 

A n.cl we fhall have to fpende in th is place 

Foure ho ndred pounde by yere. 

The abbot and the by felcrer, 

Sterte fo rthe full bolde, 

T he high j ufl:yce of E nglonde 

T he abbot there dyde holde . 

* T his was a "S. Richard killg and con.ftjfour, fomu to Lotha· 

riur king of Kent, who, for the love rj' Chrijl, taking upon him a 

long perl'J!.rination, went to Rome for devotion to that j<'a, and in 

/Jis way homward, diEd at Luca, about the yea> of Chrijl, f eaven 

hundred and fifty where his body is ke: t u 1till this day w ith grea t 

vcneratir,n, in the oratory and chappell if S. Frigidi::111 , and adorned 

with an epitaph both in verfe and profe." .tnglifh Martyrologe, 

16 8. 
T here were other Jain . .r rf the fame name, a1 Richard de la Wich, 

bijbop of Chichejler, car.onized in 1262 ; and Richard bijbop of 

St, Andrews in Cal.d;ri.i, Sa D raytons Poly Olb1on 1 Song 24. 



0 F R O B Y N H . 0 D E • 

The hye jufryce and many mo 
Had take into their honde' 

Holy all the knyghtes det, 
To put thac knyg 1t to wronge. 

They demeci the knyght wonder fore., 
The abbot and hys meyne : 

" But he come this ylke day 
Dysheryte !hall he be." 

He wyll not come yet, fayd the ju!l:yce., 
I dare well under take. 

But in forowe tyme for them all 
The knyght came to the gate. 

Than be fpake that gentyll knyght 
Untyll hys meyne, 

Now put on your fymple wedes 
That ye brought fro the fee. 

(They put on their fymple wedes,] 
And came to the gates anone, 

The porter was redy hymfelfe, 
And welcomed them everychone, 

Welcome, fyr knyght, fayd the porter:, 

I<j 

50 

ss 

60 

My lorde to mete is he, 70 
And fo is many a gentyll man, 

For the love of the. 
B z 
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The porter fwore a full grete othe, 

By god that made me, 

Here be the heft corefed hora 75 
That ever yet fawe I me. 

Lede them into the {lable; he fayd, 

That eafed myght they be. 

They fuall not come therin, fayd the knyght" 

By god that dyed on a tre. Sa 

Lordes were to mete ifette 

In that abbotes hall, 

The ~gyght weht forth arid kneled dmvne' 

An~ falved them grete and [mall. 

Do gladly, fyr abbot, fayd the knyght, ~,.. 
) 

I am come to holde my day. 

The fyrft word uie abbm fpake, 

Haft thou brought my pay? 

Not one peny, fayd the lmyght, 

By god that maked me. 90 

Tho1.1 art a fhrewed dettour, fayd the abbot ; 

Syr juftyce, d~ynke to me. 

What dooft thou here, fayd the abbot., 

But thou haddeft brought thy pay ? 

For god, than fa.yd the knyght., 95 

To pray of a lenger daye. 



OF ROBYN HODE.. 21 

Thy daye is broke, fayd the jufty~e, 
Londe geteft thou none. 

'~ Now, good fyr juftyce, be my frende, 
And fende me of my fone. 100 

l am holde with the abbot, fayd the juftyce, 
Bothe with cloth and foe. 

'' Now, good fyr !heryf, be my frende.» 
Nay for god, fayd he. 

' ' Now, good fyr abbot, be my frende, io5 
For thy curteyfe, 

And holde my londes in thy honde, 
Tyll I have made the gree ; 

And I wyll be thy true fervaunte-, 
And trewely ferve the, 110 

Ty I ye have foure hondred pounde 
Of money good and free." 

The abbot f ware a full grete othe, 
By god that dyed on a tree, 

Get the londe where thou mar,, 115 
For thou geteft none of me. 

By dere worthy god, then fayd the knyght, 
That all this worlde wrought, 

l3ut I have my londe agayne 
Full dere it !hall be bought; a:ao 

B 3 
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God that was of a mayden borne 

Le1:e us well to fpede, 

for it is good to affay a frende 

Or that a man have nede. 

The abbot lothely on hym gan lake 125 

And vylayne~ly hym gan ' call,' 

Out, he fayd, thou falie knyght, 

Spede the out of my hall. 

Thou lyeft, then fayd the gentyil knyght, 

Abbot in thy ha!; I 30 

Falfe knyght was I never, 

By god that made us all. 

Up then frode that gentyll knyght, 

To the abbot fayd he, 

To foffre a knyght to knele fo longe, 

Thou canft no curteyfye; 

Jn joufres and in tournement 

F uil fer re than have I be, 

And put mylelfe as ferre in prees 

As ony that ever I fe. 

What wyll ye gyve more? fayd the juftyce, 

And the knyght fhall make a releyfe; 

And elles dare I fafly {were 

Ye ho]de never your londe in pees. 

V, 122. leuc. W. Sende us. C. V. 126. lokc. W. C, 

135 



OF ROBYN HOOE. 

An hondred pounde , fayd the abbot. 

The j uil:yce faid, Gyve him two. 

Nay, be god, iayd. the knyght, 

Ye g cte ye it not ioo: 

Though ye wolde gyve a thoufande more, 

Yet were ' ye' never the ncre; 

Shall there never be myn ey re., 

Abbot, jufiyfe, ne frere. 

He fterte hym to a borde anone., 

Tyll a table rounde, 

And there he !hoke out of a bagge 

Even foure hondred pou11de. 

Have here thy golde, fyr abbot, fayd the knyght, 

\ Vi1ic\ that c:10u Jen te1t me; 

Had..i~1t tho u bc,1 curt ·ys at my comynge, 

23 

14-5 

J55 

Rewarde fl10ldeJ th Ju have be. 160 

The abbo t fat fiyll, and ete no more, 

For all his ryall c: ere, 

He caitc is hede on his h older, 

Alld fall began to flare. 

Ta .~e me my golde agayne, fayd the abbot, 165 
Syr ju .lyce, chat l toke t,1e. 

Not a peny, 1afd c 1e juJ e, 

By god ch:it dye un a tr e • 
. 

V. 148. g rct c, IF. get. C. {/. 150. thou. PC(!, 
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c, Syr abbot, and ye men of lawe, 
Now have I holde my daye, 

Now fuall I have my londe agayne, 
For pµghi that you can faye .• '! 

The knyght ftert out of the dore, 
.J\w3i-ye ·~as all his care, 

And ob qe put his good clothynge, 

The o~her he l~f~e ~here. 

He wente hym forthe full mery fyngynge~ 
As men have tolde in tale, 

His lady met hym at the gate~ 
4t home in U teryfdale. 

Welcgme, my larde, fayd his lady i 
Syr, loft is all your good ? 

,13e me,ry, dame, tayd the knyght, 
4nd praye for Ro!1yn Hode, 

That ever his foulc be in blyffe, 
He holpe me out of my tene ; 

~e ha4 not be his kyndeneffe, 

Beg~~~s had we hen. 

The abbot and I acordyd b~n, 
He is ferved of his pay, 

The good yeman lent it me, 

:A5 I caiµe by the way. 

170 

175 
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·This knyght .thaµ dwelled. fayre a.t home, 
The foth for to fay, 

Tyll he had got foure hondreth pounde, 19> 
All red,y for too paye. 

He purveye.d hym an hondred bowes.., 
T}:ie ftrenges [were] welle dyght .. 

4n hondred ihefe of arowes good, 

The hedes burnyllied full bryght., ;we, 

,And every arowe ai:i elle longe., 

With pecocke well y dyght, 
Jnockoo all with whyte fylver., 

It was a femly fyght. 

He purveyed hym an hondreth men., 
Well harneyfed in that ftede., 

And bymfelfe in that fame fet~,, 

And clothed in whyte and rede. 

He bare a launsgay in his honde, 
And a man ledde his male, 

And reden with a lyght fong·e., 

Unto Bernyfdale. 

As he went at a brydge ther was a wrafi:elyng, 
And there tarytd was he, 

And there was all the heft yemen, 
O f all the weft countree. 

r. 20 7. fute. c. 

..20,. . J 
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A full fayre game r:1er~ v.:as up,et, 

A whyte bull up ipyg 1t; 

A grete courfer with fa_lL .1;1d bry il, 

With golde burney{hecl fol bry wht ; 220 

A payre of gloves, a rede go1de rynge, 

A pype uf wyne, in go <l fa/ : 
What man bereth im be!r I wys, 

The pryce fh ,111 bere away. 

There was a yeman in th::it place, 225 

And belt worthy wa.'.> he, 

And for he was ferre a d frend befiad,, 

Iflayne he {holde 11a ve be. 

The knyght had reuth of this yeman, 

In place where that he frod , 230 

He faid chat yoman fholde have no harme, 

For love of Robyn Ho 1e. 

The knyght prefed into the place, 

An hondred folowed 1 ym ' fre,' 

With bowes bent~ and arowc s D1arpe, 2 3 5 
For to fuende that company. 

They fho1dred all, and made hym rome, 

To wete w 1at he wolde fay , 
He toke the y man by the 1onde, 

And gave hym all the playe; 240 

'fl'. 218. 1 up pyght. #~ up ypy~ht. C. 

fere. C, 

V. 234. fcrc, II: in 



OF ROBYN HOOE. 

He gave hym fyve marke for his wyne, 
There it laye on the molde, 

And bad it tbolde be fette a broche, 
Drynke who fo wolde. 

Thus longe taryed this gentyll knyght, 245 
Tyll that playe was done, 

~o longe abode Robyn faftynge., 
Thre houres after the none. 

THE THYRDE FYTTE. 

L y TH and lyften, gentyll men, 
All that now be here, 

Of Lytell Johan, that was the knyghtes man, 
Good myrthe ye fhall here. 

It was upon a mery day, 
That yonge men wolde go fhete, 

Lytell Johan fet his bowe anone, 
And fayd he wol~e them mete. 

Thre tymes Lytell Johan £hot about, 
And alway clefL the wande, 

The proude fheryf of Notyngham 
By the ,narkes gan ftande. 

r. 6. fhotc. IV. r. 1 o. he Ddle (Jliad ?) W. 
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The f11eryf [wore a full grete othe, 

Ry hym that dyed on a tree, 

This man is the belt arc:1cre 1$ 

That yet fawe l me. 

Say me now, wyght yonge man, 

What is now thy name ? 

l.n wliat countre were thou born) 

And where is thy woonynge wan ? 20 

'' In Holderneffe I was boi·e, 
I wys all of my dame, 

I\'1en call mt; J.leynolde Grenelefe. 

Whan I am at hame." 

" Say me, Reynaqd Grenelefo, 2.5 
Wolte thou dwell with me? 

Ang. ~very yere I wyll the ·gyve 

Twenty marke to thy fee." 

l have a mayil:er, fa.yd Lytell Johan, 

A curteys knyght is he, 30 
May ye gcte leve of hym. 

The bett~r may it bee. 

The fheryfe gate Lytell Johan 

Twelve rnonethes of the kriyght, 
Therfore he g~ve him ryght anone 35 

/i good hors and a wyght. 

y, 19. thou wafl. C. wafl thou. 1//h~ 



0 F R O E Y N H O D £ • 29 

Now is Lytel Johan the fhcryffes man, 

He gyve us well to fpede, 

But alway tlioug!1t Lytell Johan 
To q:.iyte hym well his m~d~. 40 

Now fo god me ht!lpe, fayJ Lytel J o'.1an, 
And be my ,rewe lewte, 

I fb:.i.11 be the worfle fervaunte to }: ym 

That ever yet had he. 

It ,b~fell upon a wednefday, 

The fueryfe on hontynge was go!1c, 
A:id Lytel J ohal'l lay in his bed, 

{5 

And was foryete at home. 

Therfore he was fa!1ynge 
Tyl it was paft the none. 50 

Good fyr {Hurd, I pray the, 

Geve r:1c to dyne, fayd Lytcl Johan, 

It is to long for G renelefe, 

Failynge fo long to b e ; 

Therforc I pray th , fi uarde, 

My d yn c. r gyve c:1ou me. 

Slnlt thou ncYer ete ne drynke, fa yd ~he fh1.11 de, 

Tyll my lo rd be come to tow:1e. 

I m::i. '.(e myn ::i.vowc to god, fayd Lrtcll J 0~1a ;,, 

l h ::t kver to cracke chy er 1•: ne. .6e 

Y. 41. Ge. r ~ f. God. 
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The butler was fol uncurteys, 

There he ftode on flore, 

He fterte to the butte ry, 

And fhet faft the dore. 

Lytell Johan gave the buteler fuch a rap, 65 

His backe yede nygh on two, 

Tho he lyved an hundreth wynter, 

The wors he fholde go. 

He fporned the dore with his fote., 

It went up wel and fyne, 70 

And there he made a large lyveray 

Both of ale and wyne. 

Syth ye wy] not dyne, fayd Lytel Johan, 

I fhall gyve you to drynke, 

And though ye lyve an hondred wynter, 75 

On Lytell Johan ye !hall thynk. 

Lytell Johan e te, and Lytell [Johan J dronke, 

The whyle that he wolde. 

The fheryfe had in his kechyn a coke, 

A ftoute man and a bolde. 

I make rnyn avowe to god, fayd the coke.,. 

Thou arte a fhrewde hynde, 

In an houfholde to dwel, 

For to afk thus to dyne. 



· OF ROBYN HOOE. 31 

And there he font Lytel Johan 8; 
G ood {hokes thre. 

I make myn avowe, fayd Lytell Johan., 

Thefe !hokes lyketh well me. 

Thou arte a bolde man and an hardy., 

And fo thynketh me ; 

And or I paffe fro this place, 

Afayed better fhalt thou be. 

Lytell Johan drewe a good fwerde, 

The coke toke another in honde; 

They thought nothynge for to fie, 

But ftyfly for to ftonde. 

ffh~re they fought fore to gyder, 

Two myle way and more, 

Myght neyther other harme done., 

The mountenaunce of an houre. 

I make rnyn avO\ve to god, fayd Lytell Johan;, 
And be my tre\Ve lewte, 

Thou art one of the h eft fwerdemen., 

That ever yet fawe I me. 

95 

100-

Coowdefl thou fhote as well in a bowe, 10 5 
To grene wood thou {holdeft with me., 

And two tymes in the yere thy clothynge 

Ichaunged fholde be; 
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And every yere of Robyn Hode 

Twenty marke to thy fee. I IO 

Put up· thy fwerde, fayd the coke·>, 

And felowes wyU we be. 

Then he· fette to Lytell Joh.in 

The numb les of a doo, 

Good brede and-foll good, wyne, 11.5 
They ete anct dranke therto-. 

And whan they had dronken well, 

The'r t-routhes togyder t-hey plyght,. 

That they wolde he with Robyn 

That ylke fame day at nyght. IZ Q 

-'I 

'The dyde them to the tref'ure hous,· 

As fall: as they myght gone, 

The lockes that were of good i1e!e 

They brake them everychone ;. 

T hey toke away the fylver veffell,. 125. 

And all that they rnyght get,. 

Peces, n;.afars, and fpon.es, 

W olde they non forge te ; 

A1fo they toke the good pence, 

Th re hondred pounde and three ; 

And dyde them firayt to Robyn H ode,; . 

Under the grene wode tre. 

V . 121. hj·cd . C. 
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" God the fave, my dere mayflel', 

And Cryfl the fave and fe." 
And than fayd Robyn to Lytell Johan, I 3 > 

\Velcome myght thou be ; 

And alfo be that fayre yernan 
Thou bryngel1 there with the. 

What tydynges fro Notyngham? 
Lytell Johan tell thou me. 140 

« \Vell the greteth the proude fheryfe, 
And fende the here by me 

His coke and his f yl I/er veffell, 
And thre hondred pounde and thre."' 

I make myn avow to god, fayd Robyn, 145 
And to the trenyte, 

lt was never by his good wyll, 
This good is come to me. 

Lytell Johan hyrn there bethought, 
On a fhrewed wyle, 

Fyve myle in the forefl: he ran, 
Hym happe<l at his wyll; 

Than he met the proud !heryf, 
Huntynge with hounde and horne, 

Lytell Johan coud his curteyfye, 
And kneled hym beforne: 

Y. 150. :,,,,hyle, W . 
VoL. I. C 

155 
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'' God the fave, my dere mayfier, 

And Cryfl: the fave and fee." 

Raynolde Grenelefe, fayd the fheryfe, 

Where haft thou nowe be ? J 60 

" I have be in this foreft, 

A fayre fyght can I fe, 

It was one of the fayrefl: fyghtes 

That ever yet fawe I me ; 

Yonder I fe a ryght fay re hart, 

His coloure is of grene, 

Seven fcore of dere upon an herde 

Be with hym all bedene ; 

His tynde are fo fharp, mayfter, 

Of fexty and well mo, 

That I durft not fhote for drede 

Left they wolde me iloo." 

I make myn avowe to god, fayd the fheryf, 

That fygbt wolde I fayn fe. 

" Bu!ke you thyderwarde, my dere mayfl:er, 175 

Anone and wende with me." 

The fheryfe mde, and Lytell Johan 

. Of fate he was full fmarte, 

And whan they came afore Robyn : 

" Lo, here is the mayfl:er harte ! " 

Y. 163. f yght. W. fightes. C. 

J 80 . 



OF ROBYN HOOE. 

Styll frode the proude fheryf, 
A fory man was he : 

u Wo worthe the, Raynolde Grenelefe 
Thou haft now betrayed me." 

3S 

I make myn avowe to god, fayd Lytell Johan, 185 
Mayfter, ye be to blame, 

I was rnyffe.rved of my dyne.re, 
Wheri I was with you at hame. 

Soone he was to fuper fette, 
And ferved with f ylver whyte ; 

And whan the fheryf fe his veffell, 
For forowe he rnyght not ete. 

Make good chere, fayd Robyn Hode, 
Sheryfe, for charyte, 

And for the love of Lytell Johan, 195 
Thy iyfe is graunted to the. 

When they had fupped well, 
The day was all agone, 

Robyn comm:rnnded Lytell Johan 
To drawe of his hofen and his fhone, :ZOQ 

His kyrtell and his cote a pye, 
That was furred well fyne, 

And take him a grene rnantell, 
To lappe his body therin. 

V. 183. wo the worth. W. 
C z 
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Robyn commaunded his wyght yong men, 205 

Under the grene wood tre, 

They £hall lay in that fame forte ; 

That the fheryf myght them fe. 

All nyght Jaye that proud fheryf, 

In his breche and in his fherte, 

No wonder it was in grene wade, 

Tho his fydes do fmerte. 

Make glad chere, fayd Robyn Hode,. 

Sheryfe, for charyte, 

For this is our order I wys, 

Under the grene wood tre . 

This is harder order, fa yd the fheryfe, 

Than ony anker or frere ; 

For al the golde in mery Englonde 

I wolde not Ionge dwell here. 

All thefe twelve monethes, fayd Robyn, 

Thou fhalte dwell with me; 

I £hall the teche, proud fheryfe, 

An outlawe for to be. 

210 

220 

Or I here another nyght lye, fayd the foeryfe) 22,... 

Robyn, nowe I praye the, 

Smyte of my hede rather to rnorne, 

And I forgyve it the. 



OF ROBYN HOD E. 37 
Lete me go, then fayd the lheryf., 

For faynt Charyte, 230 
And I wyll be thy beft frende 
· That ever yet had the. 

Thou {halte fwere me an othe, fayd Robyn., 
On my bryght bronde, 

Thou fl1alt never awayte me fcathe., 
By water ne by londe; 

And if thou fynde ony of my men, 
By nyght or by day, 

U pan thyne othe thou £halt f were, 
To helpe them that thou may. 

Now have the llieryf if wore his othe, 
And home he began to gone, 

He was as full of grene wode 
As ever was hepe of ftone. 

THE FOUR TH FYTTE. 

T HE fheryf dwelled in Notynghame, 
He was fa yne that he was gone, 

And Robyn and his mery men 
Went to wode ,;Lnone. 

C 3 

240 
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Go we to dyner, fayd L ytell Johan. 5 
Robyn Hode fayd, Nay; 

For I drede our lady be wroth with me, 

For !he fent me not my pay. 

Have no dout, mayfier, fayd Lytell Johan, 

Yet is not the fonne at refi, I 0 

For I dare faye, and faufly {were, 

The knyght is trewe and trufl:. 

Take thy bowe in thy hande, fayd Robyn, 

Let Moch wende with th e, 

And fo {hall Wyllyam Scathelock, I~ 
) 

And no man abyde with me, 

And walke up into the Sayles, 

And to Watlynge firete, 

And wayte after 'fom:e' unketh gea, 

Up chaunce ye may them mete. 20 

\Vhether he be meffengere, 

Or a man that myrthes can, 

Or yf he be a pore man, 

Of my good he fhall have fome. 

F orth then fl:ert Lytel Johan, 25 
H alf in tray and tene, 

And gyrde hym with a full good fwerde, 

Under a mantel of grene. 

Y. 19. fuch. W. 
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They went up to the Sayles, 
Thefe yemen all thre; 30 

They loked eft, they laked weft, 
They myght no man fe. 

But as c they' laked in Bernyfdale, 
By the hye waye, 

Than were they ware of two blacke monkes, 35 
Eche on a good palfera y. 

Then befpake Lyte1l Johan, 
To Much he gan fay, 

I dare lay my lyfe to wedde, 
That thefe monkes have brought our pay. +o 

Make glad chere, fayd Lytell Johan, 
And frefe our bowes of ewe, 

And Joke your hertes be feker and fad, 
Your ftrynges trufty and trewe. 

The monke hath fifty two men, +S · 
And feven fomers full ftronge, 

There rydeth no bysfhop in this londe 
So ryally, I underftond. 

Brethern, fayd Lytell Johan, 
Here are no more but we thre ; 

But we brynge them to dyner, 
Our mayfter dare we not fe. 

P. 33• he. Old copies. 
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Bende your bowes, fayd Lytell Joh1n, 
Make all yon prefe to fl:onde, 

The formo!l: monke, his lyfe and his deth 60 
Is clofed in my honde. 

Abyde, chorle monke, fayd Lytell Johan, 

No ferther that thou gone ; 

Yf thou dooft, by dere worthy god, 

Thy deth is in my honde. 

A:1d evyll thryfte on thy hede, fayd Lytell Johan, 
R yght under thy hattes bonde, 

For thou hall made our mayller wroth, 

He is fafl:ynge fo longe. 

Who is your mayfter? fayd the monke. 70 
Lytell Johar. fa.yd, Robyn Hode. 

He is a ftronge thefe, fayd the monke, 

Of hym herd I never good. 

Thou lyeft, than fayd Lytell Johan, 
And that fhall rewe the ; 

He is a yeman of the forefl:, 

To dyne he hath bode the. 

Much was redy with a bolte, 

Redly and a none, 

He fet the monke to fore the brefl:, 

To the grounde that he can gone. 

Y. 59. you. W. Make you yonder prcfle. C. 
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Of fyfty two wyght -yonge men, 
There abode not one, 

Safa lytell page, and a grome 

To lede the fomers with Johan. 

They brought the monke to the lodge dore, 
Whether he were loth or lefr, 

For to fpeke with Robyn Hode, 
Maugre in theyr tethe. 

Robyn dyde adowne his hocle, 
The monke whan that he fe; 

The monke was not fo curteyfc, 

His hode then let he be. 

He is a chorYe, mayfter, by qere worthy god, 

85 

Than faid Lytell Johan. 95 
Thereof no force, fayd Robyn, 

For curteyfy can he none. 

How m;rny men, fayd Robyn, 

Had this monke, J han? 

" Fyfty and two whan that we met, 
But many of them be gone." 

Let blowe a horne, fayd Robin, 

That felaufhyp may us knowe; 
Seven fcore of wyght yemer., 

Carne pryckynge on a rowe, 

V. 82. yemen, C. V. 85. Lytell Johan. O. CC. 
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And everych of them a good mantell, 
Of fcarlet and of raye, 

All they came to good Robyn, 
To wyte what he wolde fay. 

They made the monke to wasfhe and wype, 110 

And f yt at his denere, 
Robyn Hode and Lytel Johan 

They ferved c him' bothe in fere. 

Do gladly, monke, fayd Robyn, 
Gramercy, fyr, faid be. I I 5 

H Where is your abbay, whan ye are at home, 
And who is your avowe ?" 

Saynt Mary abbay, fayd the monke, 
Though I be fymple here • 

. In what offyce ? fayd Robyn. 
~, Syr, the hye felerer." 

Ye be the more welcome, fayd Robyn, 
So ever mote I the. 

Fyll of the heft wyne, fayd Robyn, 

120 

This rnonke £hall drynke to me. 125 

But I have grete mervayle, fayd Robyn, 
Of all this longe day, 

I drede our lady be wroth with me, 
She fent me not my pay. 

v, 113. them. a. cc. 
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Have no doute, mayfter, fayd L ytell Johan, 130 

Ye have no nede J faye, 

This monke it hath brought, I dare well f wcre, 

For he is of her abbay. 

And fhe was a borowe, fayd Robyn, 

Betwene a knyght and me, 

Of a lytell money that I hym lent, 

Under the grene wode tree ; 

And yf thou haft that fylver ibroughte, 

I praye the let me fe, 

135 

And I fhall helpe the eft fones, 140 

Yf thou have nede of me. 

The monke fwore a full grete othe, 

With a fory chere, 

Of the borowehode thou fpekeft to me, 

Herde I never ere. 

I make myn avowe to god, fayd Robyn, 

Monke, thou arte to blame, 

For god is holde a ryghtwys man, 

And fo is his dame. 

Thou toldeft with thyn ow~e tonge, 

Thou may not fay nay, 

How thou arte her fervaunt, 

And ferveft her every day. 

//. 141. to. w; 
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And thou art made her me!fengere, 
My money for to pay, 155 

Therfore I cun the more thanke~ 
Thou arte come at thy day. 

What is in your cofers ? fayd Robyn, 
Trewe than tell thou me. 

Syr, he fayd, twenty marke, 160 
Al fo mote I the. 

Yf there be no more, fayd Robyn, 
I wyil not -one peny ; 

Yf thou haft myfter of ony more. 
Syr) more 1 !hall lende to the; 165 

And yf I fynde more, fa.yd Robyn, 
I wys thou !halte it forgone ; 

for of thy fpendynge fylv er, monk, 
Therof wyll I ryght none. 

Go newe forthe, Lytell Johan, 17e 
And the trouth tell thou me ; 

If there be no more but twenty marke, 
No peny that I fe. 

Lytell Johan fpred his man tell downe, 
As he had done before, 175 

And be tolde out of the monkes male, 
Eyght hundreth pounde and more. 

P, 154. nade. W. not in C. Y. 177. Eyght poundc. W. 
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Lytell Johan let it lye full ftyll, 
And went to his mayfter in haft; 

Syr, he fayd, the monke is trewe ynowe, 

Onr lady hath doubled your coll:. 

I make myn avowe to god, fayd Robyn, 

Monke, what tol'de I the? 

Our lady is the treweft woman, 

That ever yet founde I me. 

By dere worthy god, fayd Robyn, 

To feche all England thorowe, 

Yet founde I never to my pay 

A moch e better borowe. 

45 

Fyllof ye be{hvyne, do hymdrynke, faydRohyn, 190 

And grete well thy lady hende, 

And yf fhe have nede of Robyn Hode, 

A frende fhe D1all hym fynde ; 

And yf fhe nedeth ony more fylver, 

Come thou agayne to me, 

And by this token fl1e hath me fent, 

She fhall have fuch thre. 

The monke was going to London ward, 

There to holde gretc mote, 

The knyght that rode fo hye on hors, 200 

To brynge hym under fotc. 

V. 192 . to. W. 
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Whether be ye away? fayd Robyn. 
" Syr, to maners in this londe, 

Too reken with our reves, 
That have done moch wronge." 

" Come now forth, Lytell Johan, 
And harken to my tale, 

A better yeman I knowe none, 
To feke a monkes male.,, 

205 

How moch is in yonder other' cofer ?' fa yd Robyn, 21 o 
The foth mufr we fee. 

By our lady, than fayd the monke, 
That were no curteyfye, 

To bydde a man to dyner, 
And fyth hym bete and bynde. 

It is our olde maner, fayd Robyn, 
To leve but lytell behynde. 

The rnonke toke the hors with f pore, 
No lenger wolde he abyde. 

Afke to drynke, than fayd Robyn, 
Or that ye farther ryde. 

Nay, for god, than fayd the monke, 
Me reweth I cam fo nere, 

For better chepe I myght have dyned, 

215 

220 

In Blythe or in Dankefrere. 225 

/7, 210. corfer. W. courfer, C. 
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Grete well your abbot, fayd Robyn, 
And your pryour, I you pray, 

· And byd hym fend me fuch a monke, 

To dyner every day. 

Now lete we that monke be ftyll, 
And f peke we of that knyght, 

Yet he came to holde his day 
Whyle that it was Iyght. 

He dyde hym ftreyt to Bernyfdale, 

47 

230 

Under the grene wode tre, z 3 5 
And he founde there Robyn Hode, 

And all his mery meyne. 

The knyght lyght downe of his good palfray, 
Robyn whan he gan fee, 

So curteysly he dyde adoune his bode, 24-0 

And fet hym on his knee. 

" God the fave, good Robyn Hade, 
And al this company." 

" Welcome be thou, gentyll knyght, 
And ryght welcome to me." 

Than befpake hym Robyn Hade, 
To that knyghc fo fre, 

What necle dryveth the to grene wade ? 
I pray the, fyr knyght, tell me. 

2 45 , 
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And welcome be thou, gentyl knyght, 250 

Why haft thou be fo longe? 
" For the abbot and the hye juftyce 

Wolde have had my londe." 

Hail thou thy lond agayne? fayd Robyn, 
Treuth than tell thou me. 2 55 

Ye, for god, fayd the knyght, 
And that thanke I god and the. 

But take not a grefe, I have be fo longe; 
I came by a wraftelynge, 

And there I dyd holpe a pore yeman, 26• 
With wronge was put behynde. 

Nay, for god, fayd Robyn, 
Syr knyght, that thanke I the; 

What man that helpeth a good yeman, 
His frende than wyll I be. 

Have here foure hondred pounde, than 
The whiche ye lent to me; 

An~ here is alfo twenty marke 
For your curteyf y. 

Nay, for god, than fayd Robyn, 
Thou broke it well for a y, 

For our la.dy, by her felerer, 

Hath fent to me my pay; 

V. 254. gayne. W. 

265 
[knyght, 
fayd the 

r. 2.58. But take not a grefr, fayd the knyght, 

That I have be fQ lon~e. 0, CC. 
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And yf I toke it twyfe, 
A iliame it were to me : 

But trewely, gentyll knyght, 
W elcom arte thou to me. 

Whan Robyn had tolde his tale, 
He leugh and bad good chere. 

275 

By my trouthe, then fayd the kiiyght, 180 
Your money is redy hete. 

Broke it well, fayd Robyn; 
Thou gentyll knyght fo fre ; 

And welcome be thoti, gentill knyg!1f; 
Under my tryfl:ell tree. 285 

But what fhall thefe bowes do? fayd Robyn, 
And thefe arowes ifedered fre? 

By god, th:rn fayd the knyght, 
A pore prefent to the. 

" (;ome now forth, Lytell Johan, 190 
And go to my tr a.fore, 

And brynge me there foure hondred pou·nde, 
The monke over tolde it me. 

Have here foure hondred pounde, 
Thou g entyll knyghc :ind trewe, 295 

And bye hors and harnes good, 
And gylte thy fpores all newe :· 

J'. 49. I tw yfc. TY. V. ~85. thi nift y. C. 
VoL. I. D 
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And yf thou fay le ony fpendynge, 

Com to Robyn Hode, 

And by my trouth thou fhal.t none fayle 300 

The whyles I have any good. 

And broke wdl thy four hundred pound, 

Whiche I lent to the, 

And make thy feffe no more fo bare, 

By the counfell of me. 305 

Thus than holpe hym good Robyn, 

The knyght all of his care. 

God, that fytteth in heven hye, 

Graunte us well to fare. 
I 

THE FYFTH FYTTE. 

N OW hath the knyght his leve itake, 

And wente hym on his way; 

Robyn Hode and his mery men 

Dwelled ftyll full many a day. 

Lyth and lyften, gentil men, 5 

And her ken what I fhall fay, 

How the proud fheryfe of Notyngham 

Dyde crye a foll fayre play ; 

r. 307. this care. w. fr 308. f yt. w. 



OF ROBYN HOD:E. 

That all the befl: .archers of the north 
Sholde come upon a day, 

And they that ibotech ' alder' be.ft 
The game iball bere away. 

u He that fhoteth ' ·alder' befl: 
Furthcft fayre and lowe, 

At a pay re of fyn!y buaes, 
Under the grene wade iha:w.e, 

A ryght good arowe hi:! iball have; 
The ibaft of fylver whyte, 

10 

The heade and the feders of ryche recle goide; 
In Englond is none ly ke." 

This then h~rde gbod Robyn; 
Under his tryflell tre: 

u Make you rcdy, ye wyght yonge men, 
That ihoty nge wyll -I fe. 

20 

Bufke you, my niery yonge men; 25 
Y c !hail go with me ; 

And I wyll wete the ibryves fayih., 
Trewe and yf he be." 

Whan they had thcyr bowes ibent, 
Theyr t:ikles fedred fre, 30 

Seven fcore of wyght yonge men 
Stode by Robyns knc. 

P. 1 1. And that fhoteth al thcr bt fl:. II: 
And the y th at fhote a I of the beH. C. 

Y. 13. al they1e. W. al of the. C. 
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Whan they cam to Notyngham, 

The buttes were fayre and longe, 

Many was the bolde archere 35 
That fhoted with bowes ftronge. 

" There fhall but fyx fhote with me, 

The other fhal kepe my hede, 

And ftande with good bowes bent 

That I be not defceyved. " 40 

The fourth outlawe his bowe gan bende, 

And that was Robyn Bode, 

And that behelde the proude fheryfe, 

All by the but he ftode. 

Thryes Robyn fhot about, 45 
And alway he {lifr the wand, 

And fo dyde good Gylberte , 

With the whyte hande. 

L ytell Johan and good Scatheloke 

Were a re hers good and fre ; 50 
Lytell Much and good Reynolde, 

The worfte wolde they not be. 

Whan they had fhot aboute, 

Thefe archours fayre and good, 

Evermore was the befl, 55 
Forfoth, Robyn Bode. 

V. -46. they fli!l. W. he clcftc. C. 



OF ROBYN HOOE. 

Hym was delyvered the goode arow, 
For bell worthy was he; 

He toke the yeft fo curteys!y, 
To grene wode wolde he, 

They cryed out on Robyn Hode, 
And great hornes gan they blowe, 

Wo worth the, treafon ! fayd Robyn, 
Full evyl thou art to knowe. 

60 

And wo be thou, thou proud {heryf. 65 
Thus gl....ddynge thy gefi, 

Other wyfe thou behote me 
In yonder wylde fore.ft; 

But had I the in grene wode, 
Under my tryfiell tre, 70 

Thou fuoldeft leve me a better wedde 
Than thy trewe lewte. 

Fnll many a bowe there was benti 
And arowes let they glyde, 

Many a kyrtell there was rent, 75 
And hurt many a fyde. 

The outlawes fuot was fo ftronge, 
That no man myght them dryve, 

And the proud fueryfes men 
They fled away full blyve. 80 

//, 80. belyve. C. 
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~obyn fawe the busfhernent to broke, 

In grene wade he wolde have b~, 

Many an arowe· there was fhot 

1\r11onge that C:Om_pany,. 

Lytell Johan was hurte full fo.r.e, S5 
With. an arowe in• his kne, 

That h~ myght neyther go nor ryde; 

It was foll grete pyte~ 

Marlter, then fayd Lytell Johan~ 

If f'VPr thoq lovell: me, 9.0 
Anq to.r that ylke lordes love, 

Tha; dyed upon a tre, 

Anq for the medes of my fervyce, 

That I hqve ferved the, 

Lete never the proude fheryf 95 
Alyve now fynde me; 

But take out thy browne fwerde, 

And fmyte all of my hede, 

And gyve me woundes dede and wyde, 

~o lyfe on me be lefce. 100 

I wo1de not that, fayd Robyn, 

Johan, t at thou were Dawe, 

For all the golde in mery England, 

Tbou6h it lay now on a rawe. 

//. 100. T ha t I aftc1 catc no bread. C. 



OF ROBYN HOOE. 

God forbede, fayd lytell Much, 
That dyed on a tre, 

That thou fholdeft, Lytell Johan, 
Parte our company. 

Up he toke him on his backe, 

105 

And bare hym well a myle, J 10 

Many a tyme he Iayd hym downe, 
And fhot another whyJe. 

Then was there a fayre caftell, 
A lytell within the wode, 

Double dyched it was about, 115 
And walled, by the rode ; 

And there dwelled that gentyll knyght, 
Syr Rychard at the Lee, 

That Robyn had lent his good, 
Under the grene wade tree. no 

In he toke good Robyn, 
And all his company : 

" Welcome be thou, Robyn Hode., 
Welcome arte thou [to] me; 

And moche [I] thanke the of thy confort, 125 
And of thy curteyfye, 

And of thy grete kyndenelfe, 
Under the grene wode tre ; 

5,5. 



A LYTELL GESTE 

I love no man in all this worlde 

So mochas I do the; 130 

For all the proud fheryf of Notyngham, 

Ryght here £halt thou be. 

Shyt the gates, and drawe the bridge, 

And let no man com in ; 

And arme you well and make you redy, I 35 

And to the walle ye wynne. 

For one thyng, Robyn, I the behote, 

I fwere by faynt ~yntyn, 

Thefe twelve dayes thou wonefr with me, 

To fuppe, ete, and dyne. J 40 

Bordes were layed, and clothes fpred, 

keddely and anone; 

Robyn Hade and his mery men 

To mete gan they gone. 

THE SYXTE FYTTE. 

L y THE and lyfien, gentylmen, 

And herken unto your fonge, 

Bow the proude fheryfe of Notyngham, 

And men of armes fhonge, 



GF ROBYN HODE. 

Full falle came to the hye ilieryfe, 
The countre up to rout, 

And they hefet the knyghts callell, 
The walles all about. 

The proude ilieryf loude gan crye, 

s 

And fayd, Thou traytour knyght, 10 

Thou kepelle here the kynges enemye, 
Agayne the lawes and ryght. 

'' Syr, I wyll avowe that I have done, 
The dedes that here be .dyght, 

Upon all the londes that I have, 15 
As a am a trewe knyght. 

Wende forthe, fyrs, on your waye, 
And doth no more to me, 

Tyll ye wytte our kynges wyll 
What he woll fay to the." 

The ilieref thus had his anfwere, 
With out any leafynge, 

Forthe he yode to London toune, 
All for to tel our kynge. 

%0 

There he tolde him of that knyght, 25 
And eke of Robyn Hade, 

A.nd alfo of the bolde archeres, 
That noble were and good. 

r. 14. thou, w. 
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H He wolde avowe tha't he had· done, 

To rnayntayne the outlawes fhonge, 30 

He wolde be lorde,. and fet you at nought, 

In aH the north londe." 

I wo11 be at Notyngham, fayd th·e kynge, 

\Vithin this fourtynyght, 

And take I wyll Robyn Hade, 35 
And fo I wyll that knyght. 

Go home, thou proud iheryf, 

And do as I bydde the, 

And ordayne good archeres inowe, 

Of all the wyde countree. 40 

The:. CT1er1f had his kve itake, 

And went hym on his way; 

A nd Robyn Hode to grene wade, 

Upon a certayn day ; 

And Lytell Johan was liole of the arowe, 45 

That fhote was in his kne, 

And dyde hym firayte to Rcbyn Hode, 

Under the grene wode tre. 

Robyn Hode walked in the fore.fl:e, 

Under the leves grene, 

The proud fi1eryfe of Notyngham 

Therfore he had grete tene. 

r. 38· the byddc. acc. 
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The ilieryf thei-e fay led of Robyn Hode, 
He myght not have his pray, 

Then he awayted that gentyll knyght, 55 
Bothe by nyght and by daye. 

Ever he awayted that gentyll knyght, 
Syr Rychard at the Lee; 

As h~ went on haukynge by the ryver fyde, 
And let his haukes flee, 6e 

Toke he there this gentyll knyght, 
With men of arm es fironge, 

And lad hym home to Notyngham warde, 
Ibonde both fote and honde. 

The ilieryf [wore a foll grete othe, 65 
By hym that dyed on a tre, 

He had lever than an hondrede pounde, 
That R obyn Hode had he ! 

Then the lady, the knyghtes wyfe, 
A fay re lady and fre, 70 

She fet her on a gode palfray, 
To grene wode anon rode ihe. 

When ihe came to the Lreft, 
Under the grene wode tre, 

Founde fhe there Robyn Hode, 
And all his fayre meyne. 

P. 64. honde and fore. W. foore and hande. C. 
lie had Robyn Hode. W. 
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" God the fave, good Robyn Hode, 

And a11 thy company; 

For our clere ladyes love, 

A bone graunte thou me. 

Let thou never my wedded Jorde 

Shamfolly flayne to be; 

He is fall: ibounde to Notyngham warde, 

For the love of the." 

Anone then fayd good Robyn, -

To that lady fre, 

What man hath your lorde jtake? 

The proude fhirife, than fayd fh e. 

[The proude fheryfe hath hyrn itake J 

80 

F orfoth as I the fay ; 90 
H e is not yet tlue rnyles, 

I 

Pafi'ed on ' his ' waye. 

Up then fterte good R obyn, 

As a man that had he wode: 

" Buike you, my mery younge men, 95 
For hym that dyed on a rode ; 

-,, ·. 77. God the good Robyn. W V. 79. fady. Tr: P. 8 1 • 

Late. f/. 82. Shamly I fl ay ne be. ff/, JI . 88. For foth 

as I th e fay. ff/. F. 92. ,ou r. H< You may them over 

take. C. 



OF ROBYN HOOE. 

And he that tr.is forowe forfaketh, 
By hym that dyed on a tre, 

And by him that al thinges maketh, 
No lenger 1hall dwell with me.,, 100 

Svne there were g00J bowes ibent, 
Mo than feven fcore, 

Hedge ne dyche fpared they none, 
That was them before. 

I make myn avowe to god, fayd Robyn, 105 
The knyght wolde 1 fayn fe, 

And yf I may hym take, 
lquyt than D1all he bee. 

And whan they came to Notyngham, 

6.c 

They walked in the ihete, 110 

And with the proud f11eryf, I wys, 
Sone gan they mete. 

Abyde, thou proud fheryf, he fayd, 
Abyde and fpeake with me, 

Offome tydynges of our kynge, 115 
l wolde fayne here of the. 

This feven yere, by dere wortlty god, 
Ne yede l fa fall on fote, 

I make myn avowe to god, thou proud fheryfe, 
' lt' is not for thy good. 1 z 5 

Y. 99, 100. Shall h<' nev er in grrne wode be Nor longer dwell 
wirh m<', FY. V. 108. it. !Y. V, 120. A.t , JV. That. C. -
:,ood] boote. JFh. 
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Rob.yn bent a good bowe, 

An arrowe he drewe at his wyll, 

He hyt fo the proud iheryf, 

Upon the grounde he lay full ftyll; 

And or he myght up aryfe, 12 5 

On his fete to ftonde, 

He [mote of the fheryves hede, 

With his bryght bronde. 

" Ly:e thou the-re, thou proud fheryf, 

Evyll mote thC1u thryve; 130 

There myght no man to the truil:, 

The whyles thou were alyve." 

His men drewe out theyr bryght fwerdes, 

That were fo fharpe and kene, 

And layde on the fheryves men, 135 
And dryved them downe by dene. 

Robyn ftert to that knyght, 

An·d cut a two his bonde, 

And toke him in his hand a bowe, 

And bade hym by hy.n ftonde. 140 

" Leve thy hors the behyndeJ 

And lerne for to renne; 

Thou fhalt with me to g rcne wode, 

Through myre, moffe and fenne , 

V. 138. boode. W. bande . C. 



OF ROBYN HODE. 

Thou !halt with me to grene wade, 
Without ony leafynge, 

Tyll that I have gete us grace, 
Of Edwarde our comly kynge." 

THE SEVENTH FYTTE. 

T HE kynge came to Notynghame, 
With knyghtes in grete arayc, 

For to take that gentyll knyght, 
And Robyn Hode, yf he may. 

He aiked men of that countre, 
After Robyn Hodc, 

And after th2.t gentyll knyght, 
That was fo bolde and flout. 

\Vhan they had tolde hym the cafe, 

5 

Our kynge unclerftonde ther t:i.k, 1 ~ 

And feafed in his honde 
The knyghtes londes alJ, 

All the pa!fe of Lancasfhyre, 
He went both ferre and nere, 

Tyll he came to Plomton parke, 
He faylyd many of his dere. 

V. 4. and yf. /J,-. 
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There our kynge was wont to fe 

Herdes many one, 

He coud unneth fynde one dere, 

That bare ony good horne. 

The kynge was wonder wroth with all, 

And f wore by the trynyte, 

" I wolde I had Robyn Hode·. 

With eyen I rnyght hym fe ; 

zo 

And he that wolde fmyte of the knyghtes hede, 2 5 
And brynge it to me, 

He £hall have the knyghtes londes, 

Syr Rycharde at the Le; 

I gyve it hym with my charter, 

And fele it with my honde, 

To have and holde for ever more,· 

In all mery Englonde." 

Than befpake a fayre olde knyght,. 

That was treu-e in his fay, 

A, my lege lorde the kynge, 3 > 
One worde I Ihall you fay ; 

There is no man in this countre 

May have the knyghtes londes, 

Whyle Rob yn Hode may ryde or gone, 

And bere a !:>owe in his hondes ; 40 



OF ROBYN HODE; 

That he ne fuall lefe his hede, 
That is the befl: ball in his bode : 

Give it no man, my lorde the kynge; 
That ye wyll any good. 

Half a yere dwelled our comly kynge, 49 
In Notyngham, and well more, 

Coude he not here of Robyn Hode, 
In what countre that he were; 

But alway went good Robyn 
By halke and eke by hyll, 

And alway fiewe the kynges dere, 
Anr welt them at his wyll. 

Than befpake a proude foftere, 
That fiode by our kynges kne, 

50 

If ye wyll fe good Robyn, 5 5 
Ye muft do after me; 

Take fyve of the be!l: knyghtes 
That be in your Jede, 

And walke downe by ' yon' abbay, 
And gete you monkes wede. 60 

And I wyll be your ledes man, 
And Iede you the way. 

And or ye come to Notyngharn, 
l\1yn hede then dare I lay, 

Y. 59. your. acc. 
VoL. I. E 
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That ye ihall mete with good Robyn» 6'5 
On lyve yf that he be, 

Or ye come to Notyngham, 

With eyen ye fhall hym fe. 

Full paftly our kynge was dyght, 

So were his knyghtes fyve, 70 

Everych of them in monkes wede, 

And hailed them thyder blyth. 

Our kynge was grete above his cole, 

A brode hat on his crowne, 

Rygnt as he were abbot Iyke., 75, 

They rode up in to the towne. 

Styf botes our kyng~ had on, 

Forfoth as I you fay, 

He rode f yngynge to grene wode, 

The covent was clothed in graye, So 

His male hors, and his grete fomers, 

Folowed our kynge be hynde., 

Tyll they came to grcne wode, 

A myle under the lynde, 

There they met with good Robyn, 8 5 
Stondynge on the waye, 

And fo dyde many ;:i bolde arcl1crc,. 

For foth as I you fay. 



OF ROBYN HODE. 

Robyn toke the kynges hors, 
Ha!l:ely in that !l:ede, 

And fayd, Syr abbot, by your !eve., 
A why le ye mufi abyde; 

We be yemen of this forefl:e, 
Under the grene wode tre, 

90 

We lyve by our kynges dere, 95 
Other fhyft have not we; 

And ye have chyrches and rentes both, 
And gold full grete plente; 

Gyve us fame of your fpendynge, 
For faynt Charyte. 100 

Than befpake our cumly kynge, 
Aoone than fayd he, 

I brought no more to grene wode., 
But forty pounde with me; 

I h1ve Jayne at Notyngham, I C"5 
This fourtynyght with our kynge, 

And fpent I have full moche good, 
On many a grete Iordynge; 

And I have but forty pounde, 
No more than have I me, _J 10 

But yf I had an hondred pou·1de, 
I would geve it to the. 

V 96. Under the grenc wode trc. f,V. 
halfe nn ,he. H·: 
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R.ooya toke the forty pmm<l~ 

And 1ileparted it in tw-0 party e,, 

Half en.dell he g:av,e his mery men, 2 I$ 

And bad them mery to he~ 

Full curteys1y Robyn gan fay, 

:Syr, have this for your fpendyng,, 

We {hall mete a .llother day~ 

Gramer.cy,, than .fayd o.ur kynge; 120 

:But well the g·rete-th F,<lwar-d.e ·O{>lr kynge,. 

And fent to the his feale, 

nd byddeth the com to Notyngham • 

.Both .to mete and mele.. 

He t oke out the bJ,aae ta::-pc,. 

And fone he lete hym [e · 

Robyi;i cou.d his courteyf y, 

And f.et bym on his k.ne · 

• I 1o~,e no man in a.U ·the wor1J.e 

'S.o well a-s I <l.o my kynge, 

1}1 el.come is my 1ordes feale; 

An<L monke., fer thy tyd 1 r.ge,. 

. yr:abbot, for thy tyd}nge:-::, 

To tlay thou !halt .d_yp_e with m= 

For tb.e love •Oi m kynge 

Under my tryftell tre." 

/7, H J · Ce.ale, C. 



.Forth he fad oor com!y ky11ge.,, 
Full rayre by the honde,. 

Many a dere there was flayne~ 

And full fa:ft dyghtc?nde·~ 

R0byn noke a: fuIT grete home,. 

A nd loude he gan blowe-, 
Seven fc0re of wyght yonge me.11,, 

Came redy on a rowe~ 

All they kneeled on tiheyr kBe-.,. 
Full fayre before Robyn. 145 

The kynge fayd hymfelfe untyU, 

And fwore hy faynt Au!lyl'l> 

Here i& a 1,.:r.ronder femely fyght; 
Me thynketh, b.y goq.des pyne ; I 50 

H1s men are more at his byddynge.,, 

Then my mesi be at myn. 

Full haftly was theyr dyner idyght> 

And therto gan they gone, 

T hey ferved our kynge with al tl1eyr myght, 15 
Both Robyn and Lytell Johafl. 

A none before our kynge was fet 
The fatte venyfon, 

The good whyte brede, the good red wyne., 
And therto the fyne ale hrowne. 100 

/I', 160, and browne. W. 
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Make good chere, fayd Robyn, 
Abbot, for charyte ; 

And for this ylke tydynge, 
Blyifed mote thou be. 

Now ihalte thou fe what lyfe we lede, 165 
Or thou hens wende, 

Than thou may enfourme our kynge, 
Whan ye togyder lende. 

Up they fterte all in haft, 
Theyr bowes were fmartly bent, 170 

Our kynge was never fo fore agaft, 
He wende to have be ihente. 

Two yerdes there were up fet, 
There to gan they gange ; 

By fifty pafe, our kynge fayd, l 7 5 
The merkes were to longe, 

On every f yde a rofe garlonde, 
They ihot under the lyne. 

Who fo fayleth of the rofe garlonde, fayd Robyn, 
His takyll he !hall tyne, 180 

And yelde it to his mayfter, 
Be it never fo fyne, 

F or no man wyll I fpare, 
So drynke I ale or wyne. 



OF ROBYN HODI. 

And here a buffet on his hede., I 85 
I wys ryght all bare. 

And all that fell in Robyns lote, 
He frnote them wonder fare. 

Twyfe Robyn fhot aboute, 
And ever he cleved the wande, 

And fo dyde good Gylberte, 
With the whyte hand; 

Lytell Johan and good Scathelocke., 
For nothyng wolde they fpare, I 95 

When they fay led of the garlonde, 
Robyn fmote them foll fare : 

At the lafl: fhot that Robyn fuot, 
For all his frendcs fare, 

Yet he fay led of the garlonde, 200 

Thre fyngers and mare. 

Than befpake good Gylberte, 
And thus he gan fay, 

Mayfter, he fayd, your takyll is loft., 
Stand forth and take your pay. 205 

If it be fo, fayd Robyn, 
That may no better he; 

Syr abbot, I delyver the myn arowe, 
I pray the, fyr, ferve thou me. 

71 

r. 186. A wys. W. For that fhall be his fyne. C. 
good whyte, W. lilly white. C. 

r. i93. 
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It falleth not for myn order, fayd our kynge, 210 

Robyn, by thy leve, 

For to fmyte no good yeman, 
For doute I {holde hym greve. 

Smyte on boldely, fayd Robyn, 
I give the large leve. 2 I 5 

Anene our kynge, with that worde, 
He folde up his fleve, 

And fych a buffet he gave Robyn, 
To grounde he yede full nere. 

I make myn avowe to god, fayd Robyn, 2Z() 

Thou arte a ftalworthe frere ; 

There is pith in thyn arme, fayd Robyn, 
I trowe thou canfr well {hate. 

Thus our kynge and Robyn Hade 
Togeder than they met. z25 

Robyn behelde our comly kynge 
Wyftly in the face, 

So dyde fyr Richarde at the Le, 
And kneled downe in that place; 

And fo dyde all the wylde outlawcs, 230 

Whan they fe them knele. 

" My lorde the kynge of Englonde, 
Now I knowe you well." 



OF R-OBYN HOD'E. 

;Mercy, then Robyn fayd to our kynge, 

Under your t ryil:y 11 tre, .2 3 5 
Of thy goodne!fe and thy grace 

For my men and me! 

Yes, for god, fayd Robyn, 
And alio god me fave; 

I afke mercy, my lo rde the kynge, .240 

And for my men I crave. 

Yes, for god) than fayd our kynge 
Thy peticion I graunt the, 

With that thou leve the grene wode, 

And all thy corr:pany; 24, 

And come home, fyr, to my courte, 
And there dwell with me. 

I make myn avowe to god, fayd Robyn, 

And ryght fo foall it be; 

I wyll come to your courte, 

Your fervyfe for to ·e, 

And brynge with me o '· my men 

Seven fcore and chre. 

But me lyke well your fervyfe, 

I come agayne full foone, 

And ihote at the donne dere, 

As I am wonte to done. 

Y. 248. And therto fent I me. W. 
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A LYTELL G.ESTE 

THE EIGHTH FYTTE. 

HASTE thou ony grene cloth? faydour kynge, 

That thou wylte fell nowe to me. 

Ye, for god, fa yd Robyn, 

Thyrty yerdes and thre. 

Robyn, fayd our kynge, 

Now pray I the, 

To fell me fome of that cloth, 

To me and rneyne. 

Yes, for god, then fayd Robyn, 

Or elles J were a fole; 

Another day ye wyll me clothe, 

I trowe, ayenft the Yale. 

The kynge keft of his cote then, 

A grene garment he dyde on, 

And every knyght had fo, I wys, 

They clothed them full foone. 

Whan they were clothed in Lyncclne grene, 

They keft away thcyr graye. 

Now we !hall to Notyngham, 

All thus our kynge gan fay. 

5 

10 

r: 9· good. acc. //. 16. Another had fu ll fo ne. 11 



OF ROBYN HODE. 

Theyr bowes bente and forth they went, 
Shotynge all in fere, 

Towarde the towne of Notyngham, 
Outlawes as they were. 

Our kynge and Robyn rode togyder, 2J 
For foth as I you fay, 

And they fhote plucke buflet, 
As they went by the way; 

And many a buffet our kynge wan, 
Of Robyn Hode that day; 30 

And nothynge (pared good Robyn 
Our kynge in his pay. 

So god me helpe, fayd our kynge, 
Thy game is nought to lel'e, 

I fholde not get a {hote of the, 3 5 
Though I D1ote all this yere. 

All the people of Notyngham 
They ilode and b helde, 

They fawe nothynge but mantels of grene., 
That covered all the felde; 40 

Than every man to other gan fay, 
I drede our ky11ge be Done; 

Come Robyn Hode to th towne, I wys~ 
On lyve he leveth not one. 

Y. 44. Lcfte never one. r?. 

7S 



A LYTELL GESTE 

Full hafi:ly they began to fie, +5 

Boch yemen and knaves, 

And olde \v.yves that myght evytl goo, 

They .bypped on theyr ftaves, 

The kynge Ioughe foll faff, 

An<l commanded theym agayne; 50 

When they fe our comly kynge, 

I wys they wer.e foll fayne. 

They ete and. dranke-, and- made them glad, 

And fange with notes hye. 

Than heipake our comly kynge S5 
To fyr R ycharde at the Le~ ; 

He gave hym there his londe agaynei, 

A good man he bad hym be. 

Robyn thanked our comly kynge 

And. fet hym on his kne. 

Had Robyn dwdied in the kynges courte, 

But twelve monetl1es an thre, 

That he had fpent an hondrcd pounde., 

An ' all his meranis fc. 

In every pla~e where Robyn came, 6s; 

Ever more he layde do.vne , 

Both fo knyghtes and for fquyres., 

To gete hym grete renowne., 

r. 49. lugh~. W~ 



·0 F R. 0 B Y N H O D E.,: 

By than the yere was all agone, 

He had no man but twa.yne 

Lytell Johan and good Scathelocke~ 

W yth hym all for to gone. 

Robyn fawe yonge men fhote., 

Full fayre upon a day, 

Alas! th,m fayd good Robyn; 

My welthe is went away .. 

Somtyme I was an archere good, 

A fi:yffe and eke a fi:ronge, 

I was commytted the beft archere, 

That was in mery Englonde. 

Alas ! then fayd good Robyn,, 

Alas and well a woo ! 

Yf I dwele lenger with the kynge, 

Sorowe wyll me :floo. 8m 

Forth than went Robyn Hode, 

Tyll he came to our kynge : 

<c l\1 j "lrde the kynge of Englonde, 

G , mte me ID}'Il afkvn2"e • . .::, 

I made a chapell in Bcrnyfdal~ 

That fem ~Jy is to fe, 

.tis of i\1ary l\1agda1~ne, 

And thereto \Volde I be ; 

V. 7 4. ferrc. JV. V. 7 S• com mended for. .C.. 



·,8 A LYTELL GE S '.I' E 

I myght never in this feven nyght, 
No tyme to flepe ne wynke, 90 

Nother all thefe feven dayes, 
Nother ete ne drynke. 

Me longeth fore to Bernyfdale, 
I may not be therfro, 

Barefote and wolwarde I have hyght 95 
Thyder for to go." 

Yf it be fo, than fayd our kynge, 
It may no better be; 

Seven nyght I gyve the leve, 
No lengre, to dwell fro me. 130 

Gramercy, lorde, then fayd Robyn> 
And fet hym on his_ kne ; 

He toke his leve full courteysl y, 
To grene wode then went he. 

Whan he came to grene wode, 105 
In a mery mornynge, 

There he herde the notes fmall, 
Of byrdes mery fyng ynge. 

It is ferre gone, fayd Robyn, 
That I was laft here, 110 

Me lyfte a lytell for to fhote, 
At the donne dere. 



OF R OB Y N HOD E.; 

R obyn flewe a full grete harte, 
His home than gan he blow, 

T hat all the outlawes of that forefl, :il i 

That home coud they knowe, 

And gadred them togyder, 
In a lytell throwe, 

even fcore of wight yonge men, 
Came redy on a rowe; ix ~ 

And fayre dyde of theyr hodes, 
And fet them- on theyr kne : 

welcome, they fayd, our ma yfte r., 
Under this grene wode tre . 

Robyn dwelled in grene wode, 
T wenty yere and two, 

For all drede of Edwarde our kynge, 
Agayne wolde he not goo. 

Yet he was begyled, I wys, 
T hrough a wycked woman, 

The pryoreffe of Kyrkesly, 
That nye was of his kynne, 

For the love of a knyght, 
S· r Roger of D onkeiter, 

That w, s h~r owne fpeciall, 
Full cvyll ote they ' fare,' 

Jj 

Y. 1,34. doukdky. lf/. V. 136. the. ·OCC. 



A LYTELL GESTE 

They toke togyder theyr counfell 

Robyn Hode fo r to fie, 

And how they myght beft do that dede, 
His banis for to be. 

Than befpake good Robyn, 
In place where as he ftode, 

To morow I mufte to Kyrkesley., 

Craftely to be leten blode. 

Syr Roger of Donkefiere, 14 9 
By the pryoreffe he lay, 

A nd there they betrayed good Robyn Hode, 

Through thcyr faife playe. 

Cryft ha vc mercy on his foule, 

That dyed on the rode ! 
For he was a good om lawe, 

And dyde pore men moch god. 



II. 

ROBYN HODE [AND THE POTTER]. 

This curious, and hitbcrto unpublijherl, and even un
heard of old piece is given from a manufcript, among bJhop 
1Vlores collcclions, bi the pullic libraiy of the zmivcrjity rf 
Cambridge ( Er. 4. 3 5). '!he "vt.Jriting, c-.,uhich is rvidrntfy 
I hat of a vu{zar mtd i!li trrate perfon, af pears to be of the 
age of Henry the _(evrnth, that is about thf' )'far I 500; but 
the compo)ition ( 'l.uhich he bas irremediably corrupted) is 
probably of an earlyer period, and mu.h older, no doubt, 

VoL. I. F 



82 ROBYN HOD~ 

ohatt cc 'The play of Robyn Hade," wbicb feems allujive t~ 
ohe fame flory~ At the end of the original is '' Explcycyt 
Robyn. Hode. n 

I N fchomer, when the leves fpryng, 
The blo[chems on every bowe, 

So merey doyt the berdys fyng, 
Yn wodys merey now. 

Herkens, god yemen, 5 
Comley, corteffey, and god, 

On of the heft that yever bar bou, 
Hes name was Rohen Hode. 

Rohen Hood was the yemans name, 
That was boyt corteys and fre ; rn 

For the loffe of owr ladey, 
AU wemen werfchep c he.' 

Bot as the god yeman ftod on a day, 
Among hes mery maney, 

He was war of a prowd potter, 
Cam dryfyng owyr the c ley .' 

Yonder comet a prod potter, feyde Rohen, 
That long hayt hantyd this wey, 

He was never fo corteys a man 
On peney of pa wage to pay. 

Y. U ; ye. V. ,6. lefe. V. t 7, fycle. 
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[AND THE POTTER]. 83 

Y met hem bot at Wentbreg, feyde Lytyll John.,. 
And therfor yeff"ell mot he the, 

Seche thre !hokes he me gafe, 
Yet they deffe by my feydys. 

Y ley forty iliilJings, feycie LytyJl John; 2) 
To pay het thes fame day, 

Ther ys nat a man among hus all 
A wed fchall make hem ley. 

Her ys forty fhillings, feyde Rohen, 
Mor, and thow dar fay, 30 

That y fchall make that prowde potter, 
A wed to me fchall he ley. 

. ' 

Ther thes money they leyde, 
They toke het a yeman to kepe; 

Roben befor the potter he breyde, 35' 
~ And up to hem ca·n lepe.' 

Handys apon hes horfe he leyde,' 
And bad ' hem' il:onde foll il:ell. 

The potter fchorteley to hem feydeJ· 
Felow, what ys they well? 40 

All thes thre yer, and mar, potter, he feyde; 
Thew haft hantyd thes wey, 

Yet wer tow never fa cortys a man 
One peney of pauage to pay. 

V. 21. fyde. 

.hem fiond llel l. 

V. 27. hys. V. 28, le!fe, 
//, 38. the potter.· 

Y. 36. A ba 



84- ROBYN · HODE 

What ys they name r feyde the potter ; +·· J 

For pauage thow a!ke of me. 

" Rohen Hod ys mey name, 

A wed fchall thow leffe me." 

Wed well y non leffe, feyde the potter, 

Nor pavag well y non pay; 5a 

Awey they honde fro mey horfe; 

Y_ well the tene eyls, be mey fay. 

The potter to hes cart he went, 

He was not to feke, 

A god to-hande ftaffe therowt he hent, S5 
Befor Rohen he 'lepe.' 

Rohen howt with a fwerd bent, 

A bokeler en hes honde [ therto J; 
The potter to Rohen he went, 

And feyde, Felow, let mey horfe go. 60 

Togeder then went thes two yemen, 

Het was a god feyt to fe ;. 

Therof low Robyn hes men, 

Ther they ftod ender a tre. 

Ley tell John to hes felow he fey de, 65 
Y end potter welle fi:effeley ftonde. 

The potter, with a caward £hoke, 

Smot the bokeler owt of hes hond ; 

V. 56. lepp:d. 



[AND THE POTTER]. 85 

,A.nd ar Rohen meyt get het agen, 
Hes hokeler at hes fette, 70 

The potter yn the neke hem toke, 
To the gronde fone he yede. 

That faw Rohen l;:ies men, 
As tha y Hode ender a bow : 

1--, et us helpe owr rnafter, feyed Lytell John, 75 
Yonder potter els well hem fclo. 

Thes yemen went with a hreyde, 
To ' ther' rnafter they .C?rn! 

Ley tell John to hes rnafrer feyde,. 
Ho haet the wager won ? 80 

Schall y haff yowr forty fhillings, feyde Lytel John, 
Or ye, mafter, fchall haffe myne ? · 

Y eff they wer a hundred, fey de Rohen, 
Y feythe, they hen all theyne. 

I-le t ys fo l Ieytell cortefey, feyde the potter, 85 
As y haffe harde weyfe men faye, 

Yeff a por yeman com drywyng ower the wey, 
To let hem of hes gorney. 

Be mey trowet, thow feys foyt, feyde Rohen, 
Thow feys god yemenrey; 90 

A nd thow drey.ffe forthe yevery day, 
Thow fchalt never be let for me. 

V. 69. A. r. 76, fe yde hels. V. 77 . went yemen. 
Y. 78. Lhes. V . 82. lytl. V. 90. yemerey. 



6 R0).3Y 1~ HODE 

Y well prey the, god potter, 

A felifchepe well thow haffe? 

Geffe me they clothyng, an~ thow fchalt hafe myn~ ~ 

Y well go to Notyngga~. 

Robyn went to ~otynggam, 
Thes pottes for to fell ; 

The potter abode with Ro~ens men, 

Ther he fered not eylle. 

r grant therto, feyde the potter., 

Thow fchalt feynde me a felow g?de i 

Bot thow can fell mey pottes well, 

Com ayen as t~ow yode. 

Nay, be: mey trowt, feyde Rohen, 

And then· y befcro mey hede, 

Y effe y bryng eney pottes a yen, 

And eney weyffe well hem chepe. 

Than f pake Leytell John, 

l~O 

And all hes felowhes heynd, 1 ~o 

M afrer, be well war of the fcreffe ~f Notynggam,. 

For he ys leytell howr frende. 

Thorow the helpe of howr ladey, 

Felowhes, let me alone i 

Heyt war howte, fey<le Roben, 

- To Notynggam well y gon. 

r. 1 01, grat . V. 104 , ycdc .• 



[ A N D T H E P O T T E R ].. 87 

Tho Rohen droffe on hes wey, 
So merey ower the londe. 

Heres rnor and affter ys to faye, 
The beH ys bcheynde. 

[ THE SECOND FIT~ ] 

W HEN Rohen cam to Notyngga~ 
The foyt yef y fcholde faye., 

He fet op hes horfe anon, 
And gaffe hem hotys and haye~ 

ll%0 

Yn the medys of the towne, 1125 

Ther he fchowed hes war, 
Pottys ! pottys ! he gan crey foll fooe:, 

Haffe l1anfcll for the mar. 

Foll effen ageneft the fcreffeys gatey 
Schowed he hes chaffar ; 1130 

\Veyffes and wedowes abowt hem drow, 
And chepyd faft of hes war. 

Yet, Pottys, gret chepe ! creyed Robyn, 
Y loffe yeffell thes to fionde. 

And all that faw hem fell, 
Seyde he had be no potter long. 

r. i 35• ray. 



88 ROBYN HOD£ 

The pottys that wer werthe pens fcyffe, 

He folde tham for pens thre : 

Preveley feyde man and weyffe, 

Y wnder potter fchail never the. 

Thos Roben folde foll fa~, 
Tell he had pottys bot fey.ffe ; 

Op he hem toke of his qr, 
And fende hem to the fcreffeys weyffe. 

Therof fclie was foll ff:l.y ne, 
Gereamarfey, fir, than fryde fche, 

"\Vhen ye com to thes contre ayen, 

Y fchall bey of' they' pottys 1 fo mot, y the. 

Ye fchall haffe of ~he Left, feydc Roben, 

And fwar be the treneyte. 150 

Foli corteysley ' fhe' gan hem call, 
· Com deyne with. th e fcrefe and me. 

Godarnarfey, feyde Roben, 

Y owr bedyng fchall be doyn. 
A rnaydcn yn the pottys gan ber, 15 5 

Roben and th~ fcreffe weyffe folowed anpn. 

\Vhan Roben ynto the hall cam, 

The fcreffe f one he met, 

The potter cowed of corte yfe:,r, 

And fone the fcrcffe he gret. 160-

/7, 146. fe)'de fchc [' than. r. 148. the. V. 1 51. he. 



[AND. THE POTT~ R ]. 89 
4 ' Loketh what thes potter hayt geffe yow and me,10 

F eyffe pottys fmalle and grete ! " 
fie ys fol wellcom, feyd the fcreffe., 

Let os was, ~n4 ' go' to me;e. 

As they fat at h~r met4e, ~65 
With a nobell cher, 

Two of the fcre.ffes men gan fpeke 

01F a gret wag?r~ 

Was made the thother qaye, 

Off a fchotyng was god and feyne., l 70 
Off forty {hiJlings, the foyt to faye, 

Who fcholde th~s wager wen. 

Styll than fat thes prowde potter-? 
Thos than thowt he, 

As yam a trow Cerityn man, 175 
Thes fchotyng well y fe. 

\ Vhan they had fared of the heft~ 
"\Vich bred and ale and weyne, 

To the ' bottys they' made them preft., 
With bowes and ~oltys foll f~yn~. } 80-

The fc reffes ~en fchot foll fail:, 
As archares that weren godde., 

V. 161 , Lofeth. V. 164. to, VV. 169, 170, Theft two 
l ines are II anfpofed in the M S, V. 179. pottys the. V. 1 io11 
bol t yt. 



:R.OBYN R-0:D'E' 

T&er c'atn mm ner ney the marke

Bey halfe a god uchares howe~ 

Stell then fiod the prowde potter~ &s 
'rhos than feyde- he, 

And y had a bow, be the rode~ 

On fchot fchold...e yow fe. 

"fhow fch:?11 harre· a bow, feyde the forf'fte,. 
The bell that thow well cheys- of ihre ; ,9~. 

Thmv femyrl: a fi.a:lward and a ftronge,.. 

P.Jay fchaH thaw he. 

The fcrefre comanc~yd a yem~n that Hod hem bey 

. Affter bowhes to wende ; 

'J;he beft bow that the ycman brmmh,; J ~ ;; 

Roben fet on a ftryng. 

~ Now fchall y wet and t11ow be god 

And pollc hct op to they ner." 

So god me helpe~ feydc- the prowde pott'.!r;, 

Thys ;'S bot rygzt weke ge ·. Z{; r 

To a q:uequer Rohen wcnt7 

A god bolt owthe he toke~ 
i:::-0 ney on to the markc he wen. 

He fay led not a fothe. 

r 3~1. frr.yfi. 



[AND THE POTTER]. 9~ 

fi-11 they fchot abowthe agen, 205 

The fcreffes men and he, 
Pff the marke he welde not fayle, 

He clcffed the pre~e on tlue. 

The fcrefFes men thowt gret fchame., 
The potter the mafi:ry wan ; 2 l o 

The fcreffe lowe and made god game, 
And feyde, Potter, thaw art a man ; 

'fhow art worthey to ber a bowe, 
Y n what plas that thaw ' gang~' 

:Yn mey cart y haffe a bowe, 21s 

Forfoyt, he feyde, and that a godde; 
Y n rney cart ys the bow 

That < I had of Robyn Hade.' 

Knoweft thow Robyn Hade ? feyde the fcreffe, 
Potter, y prey the tell thou me. 22~ 

" A hundred to! ne y haffo fchot with hem, 
Under hes tortyll tre." 

Y had lever nar a hundred ponde, feyde the fcreffe., 
And fwar be the trenite, 

[Y had lever nar a hundred ponde, he feyde,] 22; 

That the fals owtelawe fiod be me. 

And ye well do afftyr mey. red, fe yde the potter, 
And boldcley go with me, 

V. 2 14 . goe. Y . 2 1 8. that Rob yng gaffe me. 



ROBYN HODE 

And to morow, or we het bred, 

Roben Hode wel we fe. 

Y we11 queyt the, kod the fcre.ffe, 

And fwer b~ god of meythe. 

Schetyng thay left, and ham they went, 

Her fcoper was red cy dcythe. 

['pan the moro\v, when hct was day, 
He boikyd hem forthe to reyde ; 

1'he potter hes carte forthe gan ray, 
J'ind woldc not [ be J lcfre behcyndc. 

He toke leffe of the fcrefi~,'s w::ffe, 
And thankyd ]~er of all thyng : 

"' Dam, for mey lo.fFe, and ye well thys wer, 

Y gefFe yow her a gol<lc ryng." 

Gramarfi y, feyde the weyffe, 
S.ir, god e. Ide hct the. 

The fcreffcs hart was nc\'Cr fo Icythe, 2,i5 

The feyr foren to fe. 

And when he c:lm ynto the foreyl1, 

Yonder the lefFcs trrene, 
CJ 

:Derdys ther fange on bowhes pre!t, 
.Ect \,·as gret goy to fene. 

Her het ys mercy to be, fe) de Roben, 

For a man that had hawt to fpendo ~ 

V. 232. rnc; they. Y. 251. fc. 



[AND THE POTTER]. 9l 
Be mey horne ' we' fchall av,.:et 

Yeff Rohen Hode Le' ner hande:' 

Roben fet hes borne to hes mowthe~ z 5; 
And blow a blafl: that was foll god, 

That herde hes men that ther !lode, 
Fer downe yn the wodde. 

I her mey mailer, feyde Leyty 11 John : 
They ran a;; thay wer wode. 280 

V:/h:.tn thay to thar mailer car11, 
Ley tell John weld not fpar : 

-u Mafl:er, bow haffe yow far yn Notyngg.anr? 
'' Haffe yow folde yowr war?" 

,~ Ye, be mcy trowthc, Leyty11 John, 103 
Loke thow take no car ; 

Y haffe browt the fcrefre o.f Notynggam, 
For all howr chaffa.r." 

Pie ys foll wellcom, fayde Lytyll John, 
Thes tydyng ys foll godde. 

The fr:reR-e had lever n:ir a hundred ponde 
[ He had never {i ne Roben Hode]. 

cc Had I we1l th:1.t beforen, 

At Notynggam when we wer, 
Thow fcholde not com yn feyr foreft 

Of all thes thowfande eyr. 

f/. 254. I.e. V. 255. her. V. 259. For. 
How haffe. //'. 266. I le~ ty . 



ROBYN HODE 

That wot y well, feyde Roben, 

Y thanke god that y be her; 

Therfor fchall ye leffe yowr horfe with hos.,. 
And all your hother ger. 

That fend I godys forbode, kod the fcreffe., 

So to lefe mey godde. 

" Hether ye cam on horfe foll hey, 

And horn fchall ye go on fote ; 

And gret well they wey.ffe at home, 

The woman ys foll godde. 

Y fchall her fende a wheyt palffrey, 

Het hambellet as the weynde ; 

Ner for the Joffe of yowr weyffe, 

zs~ .) . 

Off mo·r forow fcholde yow feyng." 2g'o 

Thes parted Robyn Hode and the fcrefte, 

To Notynggam he toke the waye ; 

Hes weyffe feyr welcom-ed hem horn, 

And to hem gan fche faye: 

Seyr, how haffe yow fared yn grene foreyft? 29_i 

Haffe ye browt Roben horn ? 

" Dam, the dcyell f pede hem, bothe bodey and bon, 

Y haffe hade a foll grete fkorne. 

V. 279. that ye be. V. 284. y. V. 288. 'The MS, repeal : 

this line after the following: Bet ambellet be mey fey. 



{ A N D T H E P O T T E R ]. l{y 

Of all the god that y haffe la.de to grene wod, 
He hayt take het fro me,. ~ci» 

All bJt this feyr palfl-i-ey, 
That he hayt foncle to .the.', 

With that fche toke op a lowde 12.whyng;, 
And f whar be h.em that deyed on tre. 

:iJow h::dfe yow payed for all the pottys 3cjp 
That Ro!Jtn gaffe to rne. 

Now ye be com horn to Notynggam, 
Ye fch a.ll hatTe god ynowe." 

Now fpeke we of Rohen Hade, 
And of the pottyr onder the grene aowhe. 31;~ 

~, Potter, what was they pottys worthe 
'fo Notynggarn that y ledde with me f'' 

They wer worth two nobellys, feyd he. 
So mot y treyffe or the ; 

So cowde y had for th:un, 
And y had ther be. 

T how fchalt hafe ten ponde, feyde Robeh,, 
Of money feyr and fre; 

Ii nd yever whan thow come.ft to grene wod, 
W ellcom, potter, to me. 3~ 

/T, 311, bowhes. V. 317. be tl1 er .. 



ROBYN HODE 

Thes partyd Robyn, the fcreffe, and the potter· 
Ondernethe the grene wod tre. 

God haffe merfey on Roben Hod ys folle., 
And faffe all god yemanrey ! 



TTI. 
TuOBIN HOOD AND THE BEGGAR. 

'rhis poem, a north count,y ( or, prrha_ps, Scotifh) compo
fi1ion of fame a11tiquity, is giri•m from a modern cnj>y printd 
at Ne'Lt•cajllr, <ivl,ere thr rditor accidentally pid.rd i t up: 110 

other ha.-,.;ing, to his knowlege , bren ever fien or heard of. 
Cfbe corruptions of the pr~/s being equally numerous and 
minute, fame ~l the mojl trifling have been corrrllrd 'luitho,~t 
notice. But it may bf' proper to 1J1Pntion that each line ~f the 
printed copy iJ l'ere thro-,wz into t·wo: a Jl /'p 'v.:bich, though 
alif.J/utc!y 7¥ajfmy from 1hr narrov.mrfs of tbe page, is Juf
.17cio21!y ju.flified by the frrqurnt rrcu•-rence of the double 1·ime. 
The rlwifion of .flanzas '1'JB5 co,ictiriwl to be a jlill fur ther 
improvcment.-The original title is, '' A pretty dialoguf 
b/!t'Lv·.:i:t Robin Hood mu/ a beggar.'' 

L YTH ::i.nd lifl:en, gentlemen, 
That be of high born blood, 

I'll tell you of a brave boot'ing 
That befell Robin Hood. 

V,n. I. G 



98 ROBIN HOOD 

Robin Hood upon a day, 

He went forth him alone, 

And as he came from Barnfdale 

Into fair evening, 

He met a beggar on the way, 

Who fl:urdil.y could gang ;. 10 

He had a pike-ftaff in his hand 

That was both ftark and ihang ; 

A clouted clock abont him was, 

That held him frae the cold, 

The thinneft bit of it, I guefs, 15 
Was more then twenty fold. 

His meal:-poke hang about his neck, 

Into a leathern whang, 

Well faften' d to a broad bucle, 

That was both frark and 'ilrang.' 20 

He had three hats upon his head, 

Together fiicked faft, 

He car'd neither for wind nor wet, 

In lands where'er he pa-ft. 

~ood Robin cafl: him in the way, 25 
To fee what he might be, 

If any beggar had money, 

He thought fame part had he, 

P. 2~. w her'c. 



AND THE BEGGAR. 
Tarry, tarry, good Robin fays, 

Tarry, and fpeak with me. 
He heard him as he heard him not, 

And fall on his way can hy. 

'Tis be npt fo, fays [good] Robin, 
Nay, thou muft tarry fiill. 

By my troth, faid the bold beggar, 
Of that I have no will. 

It is far to my lodging houfe, 
And it is growing late, 

If they have fupt e'er I come in 
I will look wondrous blate. 

Now, by my truth, fays good Robrn, 
1 fee well by thy fare, 

If thou' £hares well to thy fopper, 
Of mine thou <loft not care, 

35 

~-0 

Who wants my dinner all this day, 4> 
And wots not where to ly, 

And would I to the tavern go, 
I want money to buy. 

Sir, you mull: lend me fome money. 
Till we meet again. 50 

The beggar anfwer'd cankardly, 
I have no money to lend. 

G z 

99 



JOO ROBIN H00:0 . 

Thou art a young man as I, 

And feems to be as [weer ; 

If thou faft till thou get from me, -5 5 
Thou !halt eat none thi:s year. 

Now, by my truth, fays [good] Robin, 

Since we are afernbled fo, 

If thou has but, a fmall farthing, 

I'll have it_ e'er thou go. po 

Come, lay down thy clouted cloak, 

And do no longer fiand, 

And loofe the firings of all thy pokes, 

I'll ripe th.em with my hand. 

And now to thee I make a vow, 65 
If ' thou' make any din, 

I !hall fee a broad arrow, 

Can pierce a beggar's !kin. 

The beggar fmil'd, .. and anfwer made, 

Far better let me be ; 70 

Think not that I will be afraid, 

For thy nip crooked tree; 

Or that I fear thee any whit, 

For fry curn nips of flicks, 

I know no ufe fo: t ~m f meet 75 
As to be puding-p icks. 



AND THE BEGGAR. 

Here I defy thee to do me ill, 
For all thy boifterous fair, 

Thou's get nothing from me but ill, 
Would'ft thou feek eve.rmair. 

Good Robin bent his noble bow., 
He was an angery man, 

And in it fet a broad arrow ; 
Lo ! e'er 'twas drawn a fpan, 

80 

The beggar, with his noble tree-? $5 
Reach'd him fo round a rpu~, 

That his bow and his broad arrow 
In Binders flew about. 

Good Robin bound him to his brand, 
But that prov'd likewife vain, 

The beggar lighted on his hand 
With his pike-fr.aW again : 

[I] wot he might not draw a fword 
For forty .ays and mair. 

Good Robin could not f peak a word.1 
His heart was ne'er fo fair. 56 

He could not fight, he could not flee-, 
He wift not what to do ; 

The beggar with his noble tree 
Laid lufty flaps him to. 100 

G3 

IOI 



102 ROBIN HOOD 

He paid good Robin back and fide~ 
And baift him up and down, 

j\nd with his pyke~ftaff laid on loµd, 

Till he fell in a f wooon. 

Stand up, man, the beggar faid, 105 

'Tis fhame t9 go to refl: ; 

Stay till thou get rby money told, 

I think ~t were the beft : 

· And fyne go to the tavern houfe, 

And buy both wine and ale ; 1 ~ o 
Hereat thy friends will crack full croufe, 

Thou haft been at the dale. 

Good Robin anfwer'd ne'er a word, 

But lay frill as a Hane ; 

His cheeks were pale as any clay, II S 
And clof ed were his een. 

The beggar thought him dead but fail> 
And boldly bound his way.-

I would ye had been at the dale; 

And gotten part of the play. 120 

f. 116. clofd. l47e m;ght read: 

And clo~'d were [b ilith] his cc;. 



A N D T HE B E G G AR. 103 

THE SECOND PART. 

NOW three of Robin's men, by chance, 
Came walking by the way, 

And found their mailer in a trance, 
On ground where that he lay. 

Up have they taken good Robin, 
Making a pitious bear, 

Yet faw they no man there at whom 
They might the matter fpear. 

They looked him all round about, 
But wound on him fa w c nane'., 1 o 

Yet at his mouth came bocking out 
The blood of a good vain. 

Cold water they have gotten fyne., 
And caft unto his face; 

Then he began to hitch his ear, 1 > 
And f peak within iliort f pa.ce. 

Tell us, dear rnafter, faid his men, 
How with you frands the cafe. 

Good Robin figh'd e'er he began 
To tell of his dif grace. ~• 

G 4 
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" I have been watchman in this wood 
N ear hand this twenty year, 

Yet I was never fo hard beftead 

As ye have found me here; 

A beggar with a clouted clock, :l 5 
Of whom I fear,.d no ill 

Hath with his pyke-fl:aff cla'd my back, 
I fear'twill never be well. 

See, where he goes o'er yon hill', 

With hat upon his head; 30 
If e'er ye lov'd your mafter well, 

Go now revenge this deed; 

And bring him back again to me, 

If it lie in your might, 

That I may fee, before I die, 35 
H im punifu'd in my fight : 

And jf you may not bring him back, 
Let him not go 1oofe on ; 

F or to us all it were great ihame 

If he efcape again." ~o 

" One of us fhall with you remain, 

Becaufe you're ill at eafe, 

The other two fh:ill bring him back, 
To ufe him as you pleafe.''-



AND Tl;;IE BEGGAR; 

Now, by my truth, fays good Robin., 

I true there's enough faid ; 

And he get fcouth to wield his tree., 

l fear you'll both be ·paid. 

" Be not fear'd, our mafter., 
That we two can be dung . 

With any bluter bafe beggar, 

That has nought but a rung. 

I 

His fiaff 1ball ftand him in no ftead, 

That you !hall iliortly fee, 

But back again he !hall be led, 

And faft bound fuall he be, 
To fee if ye will have him flain., 

Or hanged on a tree." 

~, But caft you fliely in his way, 

.w:os 

Before he be aware, ~o 
And on his pyke-ftaff firft hands lay, 

Ye'll fpeed the better far." 

Now leave we Robin with his man, 

Again to play the child, 
J)~ 

And learn himfelf to ftand and gang '0$ ,.. 
By halds, for all his eild . 

.,Now pafs we to the bold beggar .. 
That raked o'er the hill., 



ROBIN HOOD 

y:Vho never mended his pace more, 
Then he had done no ill. 70 

And they have taken another way., 
. Was nearer by miles three. 

They ftou.tly ran with all their mighty. 
Spared neither dub ' nor, mire, 

They fiarted at neither how nor height, 75 
No travel made them tire, 

".f.ill they before the beggar wan:> 
And caft theµi in his way ; 

A little wood lay in a glen, . 
And there they both did fta y ; 8.o 

They flood up clofely by .a tree, 
In each fide of the gate, 

U ntill the begg~r came them nigh, 
That thought of no fuch late ~ 

And as he wa.5 betwixt them paft, 85 
\ They leapt upon him baith; 

The one his pyke-ftaff gripped fafr» 
They feared for its !ka.ith. 

The other he held in his fight 
A drawen durk to his breaft., 90 

7.. ;i: The preceding lines of this Jlnn-;,:,a are w ant,'nt in the original. 



AND THE BEGGAR. 107 

And faid, Falfe ' carel,' quit thy fiaff, 

Or I fhall be thy priefi. 

His pyke-ftaff they have taken him frae, 

And ftuck it in the green, 

He was full loath to let it gae, 

An better might it been. 

The beggar was the feardefi maij 

Of any that e'er might be, 

To win away no way he can, 

Nor help him with his tree. 

Nor will: he wherefore he was ta'en, 

Nor how many was there ; 

f?:e thought his life days had been gane"' 

He grew into difpair. 

100 

Grant me my life, the beggar fa.id> 10; 

For him that dy'd on the tree, 

And hold away that ugly knife, 

Or elfe for fear I'll die. 

I griev'd you never in all my life, 

Neither by late or air, 110 

¥ ou have great fin if yoLI would flay 

A filly poor beggar. 

ThDu lies, falfe lown, they faid again, 

For all that may be fworn; 

Thou hail: ' near' flain the gentleft man 11 S 

Of one that e'er was qorn ; 
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And back. again thou !hall be led, 
And fafi bound fhalt thou be, 

'to fee if he will have thee :flain, 
Or hangecil on a tree. 120 

The beggar thenthought all was wrong, 
They were fet for his wrack, 

Ee faw nothing appearing then, 
But ill upoa warfe back. 

Were he out of their hands, he thought, i z., 
And had again his tree, 

Ide fhould not be led back for nought, 
With fuah as he did fee. 

T
1

hen he bethougkt him on a wile., 
If it could take effe6t, 130 

Bow he might the young men beguile, 
And give- them a be geek. 

'Thus to do them fhame for ill. 
His beafrly breaft was bent, 

He found the wind blew fomething fhrill, 13 
To furthe.?: his intent. 

He faid, B-rave gentlemen, be good, 
And let a poor man be; 

When ye have taken a beggar's blood, 
It helps you not a flee. 140 

V. 1,32, gave, begack. 
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lt
1 

was but in my own defence, 

If he has gotten fln:aith ; 

But I will make a recomp~nce 

Is better for you baith. 

If ye will fet me fair and free, 

· :And do me no more dear, 

An hundred pounds I will you give, 

And much more odd filver, 

That I have gather1d thii many years, 

Under this clouted doak, '!3 

And hid up wonder privately., 

In bottom of my poke. 

The you.ng ·men to the council yeed, 

And let the beggar gae ; 

They wifl: full well he had no f peed 

From them to nm ·away. 

J'hey thought they would the money take» 

Come after what fo may; 

And yet they would not take him back, 

But in that place him fl~¥· ,i-6~ 

By that good Robin would not know 

That they had gotten coin, 

,I t would content him [well] to !how 

T hat there they had him !lain. 

r. 153. yeen. 

/ 
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They faid, Falfe care], foon have done, 165 
And tell forth thy money, 

For the ill turn that thou haft done 
It's but a fimple plee. 

And yet we will not have thee back, 
Come after what fo may, 170 

If thou will do that which thou fpak, 
And make us prefent pay. 

0 then he loafed his clouted clock,. 
And f p read it on the ground, 

And thereon lay he many a poke, 17s 
Betwixt them and the wind. 

He took a great bag from his hals, 
It was near-full of meal, 

Two pecks in i t at lea"!~ there was, 
And more, I wot full well. 18'0 

Upon this cloak he [ t it down, 
The m·outh he opened wide, 

T o turn the fame he made him bown, 
The young men ready fpy'd; 

In every hand he took a nook 
Of that great leathren ' mail,' 

And with a fling the meal he fhook 
Into their face all hail : 

Y. 171. fpok. V. 1.77. half. V, 1S3. bound. V. 186-. ba~ 



AND THE BEGGAR 1J! 

Wher'ewith he blinded them fo clo[e, 

A fi:ime they could not fee ; 19G 

And then in heart he did rejoice, 

And clap'd his lufty tree. 

He thought if he had done them wrong; 

In mealing of their cl oaths, 

For to fhi ke off the meal again 1 91i 

vVith his pyke-ftaff he goes. 

E'er any of them could red their een, 

Or a glimmring might fee, 

like one of them a dozen had, 

\V ell laid on with his tree. 

The young men were right fwift of foot, 

And boldly bound away, 

The beggar could them no more hi-t, 

For all the hafte he may. 

Vlhat's all this hafte? the beggar faid, zryg 

May not you tarry frill, 

Untill your money be received? 

I'll pay you with good will. 

The fhaking of my pokes, I fear, 

Hath blown into your een ; .2rf! 

:But I have a good pyke-ftaff here 

Can ripe them out full clean. 

//, 194, tloath. V, 206. tl10u. 
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The young men anfwered never a word, 
They were dum as a ftane; 

In the thick wood the beggar fled, 21 1 
E'er they riped their een : 

And fyne the night became fo late,. 
To feek him was in vain : 

But judge ye if they looked blate 
When they cam home again. 2 20t 

Good Robin f peer'd how they had tped. 
They anfwered him1 Full ill. 

That can not be, good Robin faysy 
Ye have been at the mill. 

The l!lill it is a meat rife part, 2.25 

They may lick what they pleafe, 
Moft like ye have been at the art, 

Who would look at your 'claiths.' 

They hang'd their heads, they drooped down ,. 
A word they could not fpeak~ 230 

Robin faid, Becaufe I fell a found, 
I think ye'll do the like. 

Tell on the matter, lefs or more, 
And tell me what and how 

Ye have done with the bold beggar 2 3 s 
I fent you for right now. 

V. 221. fpccd. V. 228. cloath•. 



AND THE BEGGAR~ II3 

And when they told him to an end., 
As i have faid .before, 

How that the beggar did them blind., 
What miners prefies more f 246 . 

• • • 

And how in the thick woods he fled., 
E'er they a frime could fee; 

• 

And how they fcarcely could win home., 2fS 
Their bones were baH:e fo fore; 

Good Robin cry'd, Fy ! out! for fuame ! 
We're fham'd for evermore. 

Altho good Robin would full fain 
Of his wrath revenged be, 

He fmil'd to fee his merry young men 
!fad gotten a tafre of the tree. 

VoL. I. fl 



IV. 

ROBIN HOOD AND GUY OF GISBORNE, 

is rfprinted from the " RcliqufS of ancient En,zli}b 

poctry,11 publi}hed by Dr. Percy, (Vol.1.p. 81.) q,vho thrre 

gives it from his " folio J11S." as " 1wvcr bt:(ore printed, 

and ' carrying'f marks of much grfattr antiquity than any 

of the common popular fang; on this Jubjccl :" Jent'imcnts, 

to <tvhich, if the authority be genuine, and the publication 

faithful, ( both ".-vhich, by the q,vtry, they who are acquainted 

•with Dr. P ercys book, will harve fuj/icicnt reafon to doubt,) 

the prefcnt editor has nothing to objecl. 

As for Guy of Gisborne, the on!J further memorial 

which has Qccured concernitJg him is in an old fat;·rical 



Roni N i-i o o i:>, Er c~ 11 s 
}i'ece/Jy T-Villiam Dunbar, a celebrated Scotijb poet, of the 
15th century, on one " Schir Thomas Nory," ( MS .. 
iWaitland, p. 3. MSS. More, Ll. 5. IO,) 'LtJhcre he is 
named aldng 'L'vith our hero, .Adam Bell, and other 
•worthies, it is conjellured, of a jimilar Jlamp, but who.ft 
merits have not, le.fa fortunately, come to tbe kno·wlege of 
po)lerity. 

" Was neuir WEILD RoBEINE <Vnder bewch» 
" Nor zitt Roget ~f Clekkiefle'Lvch, 

" So bauld a bairne as he; 
u GY o.F GYsBURNE, na Allane Bell, 
'' Na Simones Jones of !z..ubynfall, 

" Off thocbt 'Lvar neuir fo}lie." 
Gisborne is a mai·ket town in the civcjl riding of the 

county of rork, on the borders of Lanca/hire. 

W HAN fhaws beene iheene, and ihradcfes full fayre, 
And leaves both large. and longe, 

Itt's merrye walkyng in the fayre forrell 
To heare the fmall birdes fonge. 

The woodweele fang, and wold not ceafe, 5 
Sitting upon the fpraY.e, 

Soe lowde, he wakened Robin Hood, 
In the greenwood where he lay. 

Y. 1. " It foould perhaps be fwards: i. e. the .fu,j'ace of the 
ground: viz . " when the fields are in their beauty." P:a RCY t 
Rather, fhrobbes (Jhruln). T he plural of fw ard w,u 1uver 11/fd_ 
by any writer wh.ite·ver, 
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Now, by my faye, fayd jo1lye Robin, 

A fweaven I had this night; 10 

I dreamt me of tow wighty ycmen, 

That faft with me can fight. 

Methought they did me beate and binde, 

And tooke my bowe me froe ; 

lff I be Robin alive in this land e, IS 
Ile be wroken on them towe. 

·~weav.ens are fwift, fayd Lyttle John, 

As the wind blowes over the hill ; 

For iff itt be never fo loude this night, 

Tp-morrow it may be flill. :u 

,1 Bufke yee, bowne yee, my merry men al!, 

And John ihall goe .with mee, 

For Ile goe feeke yond wighty yeomen, 

Jn greenwood where they bee." 

Then they caft on theyr gownes of grene, 25 

And tooke theyr bowes each one ; 

And they away to the greene forreft 

A !hooting forth are gone; 

:Untill they came to the merry greenwood, 

Where they had gladdeft to bee, 30, 

J:'here they were ware of a wight yeoman., 

That leaned agaynfr a. tree. 



AND GUY OF GI SB ORNE. l 1] 

A [word and a dagger he wore by his fide, 
Of rnanye a man the bane; 

And he was clad in his ..ca pull hyde 35 
Topp and tayll and mayne. 

Stand fiill, ma!ler, quoth Little John, 
U oder this tree fo grene, 

And I will go to yond wight yeom~n, 
To know what he doth meane. 

" Ah ! J o~n, by me thou fetteft p.o~ 11:ore..t 
And that I fadey finde; 

How often fe11q I ~ny men before, 
And tarry my felfe ~ehinde i 

It is no ~unning a knave to ken, 45'-
f..nd a man but heare hirn fpea~e; 

And it were not for buril:ing of my bowe, 
John, I thy head wold breake." 

As often wordes they breeden bale, 
So they parted Robin aqd John ~ S ~ 

~\nd John is gone to Barnefdale ; 
The gates he knoweth eche one. 

But when he came to Barnefdale, 
Great heavineffe there he hadd, 

F r he found tow of his own fellow es~ 5 j 
\\T ere Daine ,both in a !lade. 

H 3 
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And Scarlette he was flying a-foote 

Faft over ftocke and fione, 

For the proud iheriffe with feven fcore men 

F aft after him is gone. 60 

One fhoote now I will fhoote, quoth John, 

With Chrift his might and mayne; 

Ile make yond fheriffe that wends foe faft.,.

To ftopp he !hall b~ fayne! 

Then John bent up his long bende-bowe,. 65 
And fetteled him to fhoote : 

The bow was made of tender boughe, 

And fell downe at his foote. 

_r, Woe worth, woe worth thee, wicked wooq, 

That ever thou grew on a tree ! 
.for now this day thou art my bale, 

My boote when thon {hold bee.'' 

lfis fhoote it was but Ioofely ihott, 

Yet flewe not the arrowe in vaine, 

For itt mett one of the iheriffes men, 

And William a Trent was fiaine. 

l t had bene better of William a Trent 

To have bene abed with forrowe, 

'fhan to be that day in the greenwood flade 

70 

75 

To meet with Little Johns ar~o,we ~ So 
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But as it is faid, when men be mett 
Fyve can doe more than three, 

The fheriffe hath taken Little John, 
And bound him faft to a tree, 

'" Thou fhalt be drawen by dale and dowrre, 8 S 
And hanged hye on a hill." 

Eut thou mayft fayle of thy purpofe, quoth John, 
If it be Chrift his will. 

Lett us leave talking of Little John, 
And thinke of Robin Hood, 90 

How he is gone to the wight yeoman, 
Where under the leaves he ftood. 

Good morrowe, good fellowe, fayd Robin fo fayre, 
Good morrowe, good fellow, quo' he : 

M ethinkes by this bowe thou beares in thy hande, 95 
A good archere thou Tholdft bee. 

I am wilfulle of my waye, quo' the yeman, 
And of my morning tyde. 

Ile lead thee through the \vood, fayd Robin ; 
Good fellow, I le- be thy g uide. 100 

P'. 94. D r. P ercy, !Jy the marks he h.:a bfjlowed 0 1z this /bu , 
f w nr to confider it as the yeomans reply: but it Jeems rather « 
repetition ef Robim a,mplimentary addrej.s , 
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I feeke an outlawe, the ftraunger fayd., 
Men call him Robin Hood ; 

Rather Ild meet with that proud outlawe 
Than fortye pound foe good. 

" Now come with me, thou wighty yeman., 105 

And Robin thou foone !halt fee : 
But fir.fl: let us forne paftime find 

Under the greenwood tree. 

Fir!l: let us fomf.: maflerye make 
Among the woods fo even, 1 Io 

We may chance to meet with Robin Hood 
Here at fome unfett fteven." 

They cntt them down two fommer fhroggs, 
That grew both under a breere, 

And fett them th reefcore rood in twaine, II 5 
To fhoote the prickes y-fere. 

Leade on , good fellowe, quoth Robin Hood, 
L eadc oo , I do bidd thee. 

N c:y, oy my faith, good ellowe, bee fayd, 
My leader thou fhalt bee. 120 

The fidl time Robin fhot at the pricke, 

He rnift but an inch it fro: 
The yeoman lie was an archer f~~...1 

But he cold never do fo e. 



AND GUY OF GI SB ORNE, 121 

Tne fecond fh.oote had the wightye yeman, 125 
He fhot within the garland : 

But Robin he fhott far better than hee, 

For he clave the good pricke-wande. 

A bleffing upon thy heart, he fayd; 

Good fellowe, thy fh.ooting is goode; 130 

For an thy hart be as good as thy hand, 

Thou wert better than Robin Hoode. ' 

Now tell me thy name, good fellowe, fayd he, 

Under the leaves of lyne. 

N ay, by my faith, quoth bold Robin, 135 

Till thou have told me thine. 

I dwell by dale and downe, quoth hee, 

And Robin to take Ime fworne ; 

And when I am called by my right name 

I am Guy of good Gi!borne. 14-Q 

My dwelling is in this wood, fa.yes Robin, 

By thee I fet right nought : 

I am Robin Hood of Barnefdale, 

Whom thou fo long haft fought. 

He that had neyther beene kythe nor kin, 14; 

Might have feen a full fayre fight, 

To fee how together thefe yeomen went 

With blades both browne and bright. 
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To fee how thefe yeomen together they fought 
Two how res of a fommers day : I 50 

Yett neither Robin Hood nor fir Guy 
Them fettled ta Bye away. 

Robin was reachles on a roote, 
And ilumbled at that tyde; 

And Guy was quicke and nimble withall, 155 
And hitt him upon the fyde. 

Ah, deere ladye, fayd Robin Hood tho, 
That art but mother and may, 

I think i'· was never mans defl:inye 
To dye before his day. 

Robin thought on our ladye deere, 
And foone leapt up againe, 

.t\nd !trait he came with a[n] awkwarde ihoke 
And he fir Guy hath flayne. 

r. 163. awkwarde] So, acC'ording to Pere_;• , reads his MS. H~ 
bas altered it lo ' back ward.' 

r. 164. The title of Sr R, Dr. Percy Jays, was not formerly pew
liar lo knights; it was given to prirjh, and Jometimes to very inferior 
perfonagn. If the text did not Jenn lo be in favour ,f the faller 
part of this ajferlion, one might reafonabfy quejlion its truth. Ano
ther injlance, at leajl, it is beliewd, admilli11g this to be one, whid, 
is by no means certain, could not be produced.._ 
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He took fir Guys head by the hayre, 165 
And ituck it upon his bowes end : 

~' Thou hail: beene a traytor all thy life, 

Which thing muft have an end." 

Robin pulled forth an Irifh knife, 

And nicked fir Guy in the face, •J7Q 

'f hat he was never on woman born 

Cold knqw whofe head it was. 

Saycs, Lye there, lye there, now fir Guye, 

And with me be not wrothe; 

Iff thou have had the worll: !hokes at my hand, ~75 
Thou fhalt have the better clothe. 

Robin did off his gown of greene, 

And on iir Guy did throwe, 

And he put on that capull hyde, 

That cladd him topp to toe~ I 80 

u Thy bowe, thy arrowes, and little horne1 

' Now with me I will beare; 

for I will away to Barnel'dale, 

To fee how my men doe fare." 

Robin Hood fett Guyes borne to his mouth, 185 
And a loude blafi: in it did blow: 

'fhat beheard the fheriffe of Nottingham .. 

/is he leaned under a lowe. 
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Hearken, hearken, fayd the fberiffe, 
I heare nowe tydings goDd, I 90 

For yond<;r I heare fir Guyes horne blow, 
And he hath !laine Robin Hoode. 

Yonder I heare fir Guyes home bl owe, 
I tt bl owes foe well in ty de, 

And yonder coqies that wightye yeoman, 195 
Cladd in his capull hyde. 

Come hyther, come hyther, thou good fir Guy, 
Afke what thou wili of mee. 

0 I will none of thy gold, fayd Robin, 
Nor I will none of thy fee: .200 

But now I have {l~ine the mailer, he fayes, 
Let me goe il:rikc the knave ; 

For this is all the meede I afke; 
None other rewarde I ' le have. 

Thou art a madman, faycl the !heriffe, 205 
Thou fholdfl: have had a knightes fee : 

Eut feeing thy afking bath beene foe bad, 
Well granted it fhal bee. 

When _Little John heard his mailer fpeake. 
Well knewe he it was his fieven: .210 

Now fball__I be loofet, quoth Little John, 
With Chrifi: his might in heaven. 
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Fafr Robin hee hyed him to Little John; 

He thought to loofe him blive; 

~The fheriffe and all his com pan ye 21 S 
Fail: after him can drive. 

Stand abacke, fl:and abacke, fayd Robin ; 

Why draw you mee fo neere? 

It was never the ufe in our countrye, 

· Ones fhrift another fhold heere. 

But Robin pulled forth an Irifh knife, 

'And lofed John hand a1d foote, 

And gave him fir Guyes bow into his hand, 

And bade it be his boote. 

&20. 

·Then John he took Guyes bow in his hand, 22> 

His boltes and arrowes eche one: 

When the fheriffe faw Littl e John bend his bow, 

He fettled hirn to be gone. 

Towards his houfe in Nottingham towne., 

H e fled foll f: ff: away; 

And foe did all the companye: 

Not one behind wold fray. 

Bnt he cold neithe r runne foe fafl-, 
Nor a vay foe fa{l cold ryde, 

But Little John with an arro re foe broad, 

He fnou him into the ' backe' -fyde. 

Y. ii6, Sic PC. querc the MS.. 
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TRUE TALE OF ROBIN HOOD: 

0 P.' 

A briefe touch of the life and death of that renowned 
~utlaw Robert earl of Huntingdon, vulgarly called Ro
bin Hoo<l, who lived and dyed in /1. D. I 198.*' being 
the 9th year of king Richard the .firil, commonly called 
Richard Creur de Lyon. 

Carefullv collected out of the true~ writers of our 
Englifh Chronicles: and pablithed for the fa isfaftion 
ef thofe who cle ire truth from fa!&hood. 

BY 111 A RT I N r A R K £ R, 

* An abfurd mljlake, Jcarrely worth notice in this place, and 
..,_,bich 1he re ;der will h.ive it in hir ou,: power to corrdt. 
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tfhis p()em, given from an edition in &lack lrtte,·, printed 

for I. Clarke, W. Thackera)', and er. Pqjfingrr, 1686, 

remaining in the curioltS librmy left by Anthony a fVoorl; 

appears to harz1e been firjl entered on the hall-book of the 

jlationers company, the 29th of February, 163 r. 

Jl1ai ·tin P arkrr ,was a grfctt cwritrr of balladr, fivrral 

of rr.vhichi ,with his initials f uljoined, are jlill extant in tbe 

Prpyjian and other colle8ions. ( See '' Ancirnt fangs," 

I 790, p. 2 39.) Dr. Percy mentions a little mifcellany 

intitled, " The garland of ·withered rofts, by Martin Par

ker, 1656." T/;e editor has, likeq,uife, feen '' 'Tbe nigbt

ingale ".-t'ai·bling fo,·th her oq,vn difajlcr, or the rape of 

Philomela: ne,w[y "lvritten in Eng.Zifh rverfe by JV!artin. 

Parhr, 1632 ;" and, on the 241h. of November, 1640, 

Jvlr. Oulton enters, at Stationers hall, '' a book callrrl 

'I'he true Jiory of Guy earle of fViwwicke, in p1·ofl, by 

lrf art_yn Parler." 

At tbe end of tbis poem tl,e author arlds '' Th" epitap/f 

'<.ti.Jich the priort:fs of the monajlry of Kirkslay in Torljhirc 

Jct ovrr Robin Hood, <tvhich," he fc7::ys, " ( as is btfore 

mrntionrrl) czvas to be rrad ,within thrje hundred yenn, thou_g-h 

in old brol·en E?Zglifh 1 1mtcb to theJameflnce an,l meaning-."' 

He gi'"vfS it thu.s: 

" Decembris quarto die, 1198. anno regni Richardi 

pnm1 9. 
" Robert earl ~f Huntington 

'' LicJ rmdff 1/;h lit1lejlone" 
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" No arc'her was like him Jo good; 

" HiJ wildnifs named him Robin Hood; 
" Full thirteen years, and fomething mort, 
" 'Theft northern parts he vexed fore; 
" Sucl.1 outlacius as he and hi.s men 
" May England never know again.'' 

" Some other .fup1r_fiitio11.s words," he adds, " were 
in, which I," fay.she, " thought fit to leave out." Now, 
1mdrr this precifa gentlemans favour, one would be glad 
to know what thefe fame "Juperjlitious words" were; 
there not being anything of the kind in Dr. Gales copy, 
whi,h fcems to be tbe original, and which is jhortcr i?Y 
t"..JJO lines than the above. 

BO TH gentlemen, and yeomen bold, 
Or whatfoever you are, 

To have a ftately ftory told 
Attention now prepare : 

It is a tale of Robin Hood, 
Which i to you will tell, 

Which being rightly underJ1ood, 
I know will pleafe you well. 

This Robin (fo much talked on) 
Was once a man of fame, 

Infriled earl of Huntington., 
Lord Robin Hood by name. 

5 

IO 
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In courtfhip and magnificence 

His carriage won him praife, 

And greater favour with his prince 

Than any in our days. 

In bounteous liberality 

He too much did excell, 

And loved men of quality 

More than exceeding well. 

His great revenues all he fold 

For wine and cofl:Jy chear; 

He kept three hundred bow-men bold., 

He ihooting lov'd fo dear. 

•s ·· 

No archer living in his time 2; 
With him might well compare; 

He praclis'd all his youthful prime 

That exercife moft rare. 

At Jaft, by his profofe expence., 

He had confurn'd his wealth; 30 

And, being outlaw'd by his prince., 

In woods he liv'd by ftealth. 

The abbot of Saint Maries rich., 

To whom he mony ought, 

His hatred to the earl was foch 

That he his downfal wrought. 

VoL. I. I 
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So being outlaw'd ( as 'tis told) 
He with a crew went forth 

Of Iufty cutters ftout and acid, 
And robbed in the North. ~o 

...Among the reft one Little John, 
A yeoman bold and free, 

Who could (if it ftood him upon) 
With eafe encounter three. 

One hundred men in all he got, 45 
With whom (the ftory fays) 

Three hundred common men durft not 
Hold combat any waies. 

They Yorkiliire woods frequented much, 
And Lancailiire alfo, 50 

¥/herein their praetifes were fuch 

That they wrought muckle woe. 

None rich durft travel to and fro, 
Though ne'r fo il:rongly arm'd, 

But by thefe thieves (fo flrong in fhow) 55 
They ftill were rob'd and harm'd. 

His chiefeft f pig ht to th' clergy was, 
That liv'd in monfirous pride: 

N o one of them he would let pafs 

Aloni the highway fide, 60 
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But firft they muft to dinner go, 

And afterwards to ihrift : 

Full many a one he ferved fo, 
Thus while he liv'd by theft. 

No monks nor fryers he would let go, 65 
Without paying their fees: 

If they thought much to be ufed fo, 

Their ftones he made them lefe. 

For fuch as they the country fill'd 

"'\:Vith bafiards in thofe days: 70 
,Yhich to prevent, thefe fparks did geld 

All that came in their ways. 

But Robin Hood [o gentle wa_s, 

And bore fo brave a mind, 

If any in difl:refs did pars, 75 
To them he was fo kind, 

That he would give and lend to them, 

To help them in their need; 

This made all poor men pray for him, 

And wiil1 he well might fpeed. So 

The widow and the fatherlefs 

He would fend means unto ; 

And thofe whom famine did opprefa 

Found him a friendly foe. 

I z 
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Nor would he do a woman wrong, gs 
But fee her fafe convey'd: 

He would protect with power {l:rong 

All thofe who crav'd his aid. 

The abbot of Saint Maries then, 

Who him undid before, 90 
'\Vas riding with two hundred men., 

And gold and filver ftore : 

Eut Robin Hood upon him fet, 

·with his couragious fparks, 

And all th~ coyn perforce did get, 95 
\Vhich was twelve thoufand marks. 

He bound the abbot to a tree, 

And would not let him pafo, 

.Before that to his men and he 

His lordfhip had faid rnafs : lQO 

Which being done, upon his horfc 

He fet him fa!l: afhide, 

And with his face towards his arfe 

- He forced him to ride. 

His men were forced to be his guide, rn5 
For he rode backward home : 

The abbot, being thus villify'd, 

Did forely chafe and fume. 
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Thus Robin Hood did vindicate 
His former wrongs receiv'd: 

F<O'r 'twas this covetous prelate 
That him of land bereav'd. 

The abbot. he rode to the king.,. 
With all the hafte he could; 

And to his grace he every thing 
Exaftly did unfold: 

And faid that if no courfe were ta'n, 
By force or ftratagem, 

To take this rebel and his train, 
No man fhould pafs for them. 

The king ptotefl:ed by and by 
Unto the abbot then, 

That Robin ·Hood with fpeed fhould dye, 
With all his merry men. 

IIO 

11; 

1%0 

But e're the king did any fend, us 
He did another feat, 

Which did his grace much more offend, 
The faft indeed was great : 

For in a fhort time after that 
The kings receivers went I 30 

T {)l'.Vards London with the coyn they got, 

-For's highnefs northern rent : 

I 3 
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Bold Robin Hood and Little John, 
With the reft of their train, 

Not dreading law, fet thf'm upon, 1 35 
And did their gold obtain. 

The king much moved at the fame, 
And the abbots talk alfo, 

In this his anger did proclaim, 

And fent word to and fro, 14-0 

That whofoe-ver alive or dead 

Could bring bold Robin Hood, 

Should have one thoufand marks well paid 
In gold and filver good. 

This promife of the king did make 145 
Full many yeomen bJld 

Attempt flout Robin Hood to take 
With all the Lrce they could. 

But ftilJ w . en ahy came to him 

Within the gay green wood, 150 
He entertainment gave to them 

Wit i venifon fat and good ; 

And fnew'd to them foch martial fport 

With his long bow and arrow, 

That they of him did give report, 155 
H w that it was great forow 
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That fuch a worthy man as he 
Should thus he put to !hift, 

Being a late lord of high degree., 
Ofliving quite bereft. 

The king to take him more and more 

Sent men of mickle might ; 
But he and his frill beat them fore, 

And conquered them in fight: 

135 

Or elfe with love and courtefie, 
To him he won their hearts. 

Thus !Ell he liv'd by robbery 
Throughout the northern par.ts ; 

And all the country flood in dread 

Of Robin Hood and's men: 170 

For flouter !_ads ne'r liv'd by bread 
In thofe days, nor fince then. 

The abbot, which before i nam'd, 

Sought all the means he could 

To have by force this rebel ta'n, 17$ 
And his adherents bold. 

Therefore he arm'd five hundred men, 
With furniture compleat; 

But the outlaws flew half of them, 

And made the reft retreat, 

l f 
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The long bow and the arrow keen 
They were fo us'd unto 

That ftitl he kept the forreft green 
In fpight o' th' proudeft foe. 

Twelve of the abbots men he took, 1ss 
Who came to have him ta'n, 

When aU the reft the field forfook, 
Thefe he did entertain 

With banqueting and merriment, 
And, having us'd them well, 19<> 

He to their lord them fafely fent, 
And will'd them him to tell, 

That if he would be pleas'd at laft 
r,f o beg of our good king, 

That he might pardon what was paft, 19; 
And him to favour bring, 

He would furrender back again 
The mon y which before 

W;is taken by him ~ and his' men 
From him and many more. 2()0 

Poor men might fafe]y pafs by him, 
And fame that way would chafe, 

For well they knew that to help them 
He evermore did ufe. 
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But where he knew a mifer rich 

That did the poor opprefs, 

To feel his coyn his hands did itch, 

He'd have it more or lefs: 

And fometimes, when the high-way fail'd, 

Then he his courage rouzes, 210 

He and his men have oft affaild 

Such rich men in their houfes : 

So that, through dread of Robin then, 

And his adventurous crew, 

The mifers kept great !tore of men, 21.5 

Which elfe maintain'd but few. 

King Richard, of that name the firil, 
. Sirnamed Creur de Lyon, 

Went to defeat the Pagans cur.ft, 

Who kept the coafls of Sion. 2%0 

The bifhop of Ely chancellor, 

Was left a vice-roy here. 

Who, like a potent emperor, 

Did proud domineer. 

Our chronicles of him report., 2.Z,S 

That commonly he rode 

With a thoufand horfe from collI't to court, 

Where he would ·make abode. 

137 
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He, riding down towards the north, 
With his aforefaid train, .z30 

Robin and his men did iffue forth, 
Them all to entertain ; 

And with the gallant gray-goo[e wing 
They fhew'd to them fuch play 

That made their hor1es kick and fling, 2 35 
And down their riders lay. 

Fu:11 glad and fain the bifhop was, 
For all his thoufand men, 

To feek what means he could to pafs 
From out of Robins ken. 240 

Two hnndred of his men were kill'd, 
And fourfcore horfes good, 

Thirty, who did as captives yield, 
Were carried to the green wood; 

Which afterwards were ranfomed, 245 
For twenty marks a man : 

The refl: fet fpurs to horfe and fled 
To th' town of Warrington. 

The bifhop, fore inraged, then 
Did, in king Ric))ards name, 250 

Mufler up a po ver of northern men, 
Thefe outlaws bold to tame. 
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But Robin with his courtefie 

So won the meaner fort, 

That they were loath on him to try 2 5 5 
vVhat rigour did import. 

So that bold Robin and his train 

Did live unhurt of them, 

Until king. Richard came again 

From fair J erufalem : 

And then t,he talk of Robin Hood 

His royal ears did fill ; 
His grace admir'd that i' th' green wood 

He was continued ftill. 

260 

So that the country far and near 26i 
Did give him great applaufe; 

For none of them need il:and ~n fear, 

But fuch as broke the laws. 

He wiilied well unto the ki ng , 

And prayed !lill for his health~ 2 70 
And never praB:is'd any thing 

Againll the common-wealth. 

Only, becaufe he was undone 

By th' cruel cl ergy then, 

All means that he could think upon 27 S 
To vex fuch kind of men, 
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He enterpriz'd with hateful fpleen; 

For which he was to blame, 

For fault of fome ·to wreak his teen 

On all that by him came. 280 

With wealth that he by roguery got 

Eight alms-houfes he built, 

Thinking thereb y to purge the blot 

Of blood which he had fpilt. 

Such was their blind devotion then, 2S5 
Depending on their works ; 

Which if 'twere true, we Chrifl:ian men 

Inferiour were to Turks. 

But, to fp C:'ak true of Robin Hood, 
And wrong him not a jot, .290 

He never would !bed any mans blood 

That him invaded not. 

Nor would he injure hutbandmen, 

That toil at cart and plough ; 

For well he knew wer't not for them %9S 
To live no man knc·v how. 

'rhe king in perfon, with fome lords, 

To Notting~am did ride, 

To tr what fheng th and fkill affords 

To crufh this outlaws pride. 300 
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And, as he once before had done, 
He did again proclaim, 

That whofoever would take upon 

To bring to Not ingham, 

Or any place within the land, 
Rebellious Robin Hood, 

Should be preferr'd in place to il:and 
With tho[e of noble blood. 

When Robin Hood heard of the fame, 
Wichin a little [pace, 

Into the town of Nottingham 
A letter to his grace 

He ihot upon an arrow head, 
O ne evening cunningly; 

310 

~Thich was brought to the king, and read .315 
Before his m:ijefiy. 

The tenour of this letter was 
That Robin would fobmit, 

And be true liegeman to his grace 
In any thing that's fit, 32-0 

So that his highnefs would forgive 
Hi .n ancl his merry men all ; 

If not, he mull: i' th' green wood live, 
A 1d take what chance did fall, 
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The king would feign have pardoned him, 32 5 
But that fame lords did fay, 

This preiident will much condemn 

Your grace another day._ 

\Vhile that the king and lords did flay 
Debati ng on this thing, 

Some of thefe outlaws fled away 

U nto the Scottifh king. 

For they fuppo!i'd, if he were ta'n 

Or to the king did yield, 

330 

By th' commons all the refl: of ' strain 335 
Full quickly wou d be quell'd. 

Of more than foll an hundred men, 

But forty tarried frill, 

\Vho were refolv'd to .Hick to him 
Let F ortune work her will. 34-0 

If none had 'fled, all for hjs fake 

H ad got their pardon free ; 

The king to favour meant to take 

His merry men and he. 

But e're tbe pardon to him came 3 4 5 
This famous a rcher d y 'd : 

His death and man ne r of the fame 

l'le prefi ntlr <l fcribe. 
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For, being vext to think upon 

His followers revolt, 

In melancholy pailion 

He did recount his fault. 

Perfidious traytors ! faid he then, 

In all your dangers pail: 

Have i you guarded as my men, 

To leave me thus at lafr ! 

This fad perplexity did caufe 

A feaver, as fome fay, 

\Vhich him unto confufion draws, 

355 

Though by a ftranger way. 360 

This deadly danger to prevent, 

He hie'd him with all fpeed 

Unto a nunnery, with intent 

For his healths-fake to bleed. 

A faithlefs fryer did pretend 

In love to let him blood, 

But he by falshood wrought the end 

Of famous Robin Hood. 

The fryer, as fome fay, did this 
To vindicate the wrong 

\Vhich to the clergy he and hia 

Had done by power ihong. 

37~ 

143 
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Thus dyed he by treachery, 

That could not die by force : 

Had he Iiv'd longer, certainly 

King Richard, in remorfe, 

Had unto favour him r.eceiv'd, 

' His' brave men elevated : 

'Tis pitty he was of life bereav'd 

By one which he fo hated. 

A treacherous leach this fryer was, 

To let him bleed to death ; 

And Robin was, methinks, an afs 

To truft him with his breath. 

375 

His corps the priorefs of the place, 3 8 S 
The next day that he dy'd, 

Caufed to be buried, in mean cafe, 

Clofe by the high-way fide. 

Arid over him ilie caufed a fione 

To be fixt on the ground, 390 
An epitaph was fet thereon, 

Wherein his name was found; 

The date o' th' year and day alfo, 

· She made to be fet there : 

That all, who by the way did go, 395 

Might [t;e it plain appear. 
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That fuch a man as Robin Hood 

Was buried in that place ; 
And how he lived in the green wood 

And tobbed for a f pace. 400 

It _feems that though the clergy he 
Had put to mickle woe, 

He fhould no~ quite forgotten be, -

Although he was their foe .. 

This woman, though ihe did him hate., -i-OS 
. Yet loved his memory ; 

And thought it wondrous pitty that 

H;is fame fhould with him dyeo 

This epitaph; as records tell, 

Within this hundred years, .,po 

By many was difcerned well, 

But time all things out-wears. 

His followers; when he was dead, 
Were fome repriev'd to grace; 

The reft to foreigi: countries fled; 41, 
And left their native place. 

Although his funeral was but mean, 

This woman had in mind, 

Leaft his fame ihould be buried clean 
From tho[e that came pehind. 420 

VoL. I. Ii 
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For certainly, before nor fmce, 
No man e're underftood, 

Under the reign of any prince, 
Of one like Robin Hood. 

Full thirteen years, and fomething more, ,+2 S 
Thefe outlaws lived thus; 

Feared of the rich, loved of the poor: 
A thing moft marvellous. 

A thing impoffible to us 
This ftory fee ms to be ; 4 30 

None dares be now fo venturous, 
·But times are chang'd we fee. 

We that live in thefe later days 
Of ci~il government, 

If need be, have an hundred ways _.3) 
Such outlaws to prevent. 

In thofe days men more barbarous were, 
And lived lefs in awe; 

Now (god be thanked) people fear 
More to offend the law. i,-1,0 

N.o waring guns were then in ufe; 
They dreamt of no fuch thing ; 

Our Englifhmen in fight did ufe 

The iaIIant &'ray-goofe wini : 
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In which acl:ivity thefe men, 

'Through praaife, were fo good, ' 

That in thofe days none equal'd them, 

Efpecially Robin Hoodb 

~o that, it feems, keeping in caves, 

In woods and forefts thick, 

They'd beat a multitude with ftaves; 

Their arrows did fo prick : 

And none durft neer unto them conit, 
U nlefs in courtefie ; 

445 

All fuch he bravely would fend home 49 $ 
With mirth and jollity : 

Which courtefie won him fuch love, 
As i before have told, 

;Twas the chief caufe that he did prove 

More profperous than he could. 'l-60 

Let us be thankful for thefe times 

Of plenty, truth and peace; 

And leave out great and horrid crimes_. 
Lea!l: they eaufe this to ceafe. 

I know there's many feigned tales 465 
Of Robin Hood and 's crew; 

But chronicles, which feldome fails, 

Reports this to be true. 

r. 460. i. e. th,m he could otberwif, haw hen. 
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Let none then think this is a lye. 
Fo1, if 'twere put to th' worft, 470 

They may t ue truth· of all defcry 
I' th' reign of Richard the.fir.ft.-

If any reader pleafe to try.t 
As i direclion fhow > 

'I'he truth of this b-rave hi4toryj, 4-75 
He'l find it true l know. 

And i fuall think my labour well 
Be!tow'd to purpofe good, 

When't fuall be faid that i did teU 
True tales of Robin Hood. 48 



O·LO SSA RY 

TO 

THE PRESENT VOLUME. . . . 

A IR. p. 107. ea1·b· 
Alderbeft. p. p. !Jefl ~f all. 7'his phrefe, 

~vhi,h oaurs in Chaucrr, is cor,·uptrd in dt 1-f?ordcs ,,Ji. 
lion to " al ther" a11d " a) theyre,'' which Coplantle 

ha changed 10 '' al of the;" w' e11ce ;, may be infereJ 
that the exprefJio.tt •tua, hecome already ohfalete, and cone 
fiqurnt'!J that the pOPm iJ of much greater antiquity than 
I 5 20: and et Shak(pea, e ab,ive ha[f ~ century after, 
puts the word Alderliefeft into tbe mquth of 1uwi Mar~ 
garPI. 

Anker p 36 hermit, anchorilC, 
Ar. p 85. e,e. 

Afay. p. 90. Afayedt fJ ,·1. effayed, tryed, provtJ, 
A 10und. p. t I z. in a fw{) on, 

Au11fetters. p. 10. art, eflorr. 
Avo-N. p 33. Avowe. p. 29. 1Vn<1.v-, 

Avowe. p. O· maintam, verbum juris.· 

Avo·. e. p . . p. foundPr, patron, prote8or. See Spelma~· 
gl'!lfary, v. AovocArus. 

K3 



GLOSSARY.. 

Awayte. awayte me fcathe. p. 3 7. lye in waioo efo me har,~ 
,Awayted. p. 59. lay in 'V,)ait jQ,r. 

Awet. p. 93• wJ!~ kno'l.v. 

J\.wkwarde. p. 1.23. !Jack.ward. Anawkwardeftroke.feems 
to mean an unufual or out of the way Jlroke, 011~ which 
the receiver co.uld not fore.fee, be aq,vare of, or guarJ 

agai1!.fl; a fort of left or back hand jlroke. 

,Ayenft. p. 74. againjl. 

l3aifr. p. 102. Bafte. p. I I 3. bajlcd, /Jelaliour~d. 
Bai th. p. I 06, ~otb~ 

Bale. p. 117. mifchief.-p. I 18. ez,vtJe,forrow, mifery. 
Banis. p. 80. bane, drjlruclion. 

Bear. p. J 03. moan, lamentatio11, outcry. 

Bedene. p. 34• behind, one after another? 
Dedyng. p, 88. ajhing. Your bedyng {hall be doyn~ 

rour inrvitation./hall be complyed 'l..Vith. 

Beforen. p 9 3. before. 

Begeck. p. 108. give them a begeck, play them a /J·ick, 
make fools of them , 

Behote. p, 5 3, promifed, 
Bent. p. 84. 
Befcro. p. 86. br./hrew. 

Befiad. ferre and friend beftad. p. 26. far from home and 
without afrie11d. 'The paffage, however, feems corrupt. 

Beftead. p . 1(?4-• befit, put to. it. 
Beth. p. 1 c. are, be. 

Blate. pp. 99, I 12, }heepijh ,,,, foolijb, as ,z.1.•e-. foou'IJ now 
fay. 

Blive. p. 12 5. belive, im,nediatc!J, 



GLOSSARY, 

'.81o(chems. f'· 8.2. /Jlojfom1. 
Bluter. p. 105. 
Blyve. p. 53• fajl, IJUid!J, !Jrijkly. 
Bocking. p. 103. pouring, Jlowing. 

Bode. p. 40. hidden, invited. 

Bolt. p. 90. Bolte. p. 40. Boltes. P• I 2 S• Boity,. I• 89. 
A /Jolt was an arrow of a particular Rind, ufed for /hoot• 

ing at a mark or at birds. 

Eoote. p. I 18. help. 

llooting. p. 97, 
Borde. p. 4. table, 

Borowe. p. 1 3, pledge, fore!J. 

~orowehode. p. 4 3. furety/hip. 
!lolkyd. p.. 92. bufted, prep4reJ, got ready. 
Bottys. p. 89. but;. 

Bou. p. 82. how. 
]found. p. 101. belook.-p. 102. went. boldly bound 

away. p. I Ir. hri./!J!J Jc.amp.er.'J ~ 

Bowe. p. 82. boug-h, 

Bown. p. I 10. ready, 

Bowne ye. p. I I 6. pr.epart yt, get ready. 

Boyt. J• 8 z. both. 
Breyde. p. 83. jlarted,Jl,prd hajly[y. 

Breyde. p. S;. jlart, 9.uicll or hnfiyjlep.. 
Broke. p. 48. hrook, enjoy, 11ft, lleepq 

:{Jronde. p. 37. hra"1d,fworJ. 

Buihement. p. 54• ambu/h. 
Jlufke. p. 12. I wyll me bu!ke, i. e. go, lulakt myfilf.-

1'· 5 I• bu!ke rou. addrejs orprtpartyou,fe/vts1 mtde read_,. 

:K. 1 



C L O S S A R. Y-~ 

Bydene. p. 62. one after another. 
f;ankardly. p. 99. pcev;Jhly, with ill temptr,._ 
Ca pull hyde. p. 117. hoife Hide. 
Carel, p. 1 ro. rnrle, old fr low. 
Caw3:rd. p. 84. awkward, or back-ward. See Awkwarde~ 
Cerityn. / 8g. cbri/lia:71. 
{;haffar . .p. 87. cha.ffer, mer~handifa. p. 93. commodity. 
Chepe. better chepe. p. 46. chrapet:; a meilleur march~!!. 

F. grec chepe. p. 87. very cheap; a tres hon march~. 
Ch:>pe. p. 86. cheapen, buy. Chepyd. p. 87. cheapcnedr, 

bou6 ht. 
Cheys. p. 90. chap.fl. 
C orle~ p. 40. cbu• l, peafant I clowH~ 
Cla·..:1. p. 104. f ratched. 
C ock. p. 98. cloak. 
Clouced. p. 98. p 1hhed. 
Cole. p. t6. 
Come. p. 16. (pronounced com) came .. , 
Commytted. p. 7 7. accounted. 
Corefed. p. 20. 

Corteifey. p. 8 z. courteouJ. 
Cote ~ pye. p. 3;. upprr garment, ./hort cloke; coqrtepy 

Chuuce, ~ S,e r;r-wl>i1t.s note, iv. 201. 

Coud. p. 3 3. kne:iu, unde:Jlood, 
Covent . p, I 7 co,went ; civbence our Covent-garden, 
Cowed. p. 88. could, 1,1e-w. Cowed of curteyfey. u11dera 

flood good manners. 
C ·ac..k. p. Io z, boajl. 

Craftely · p. 80. jkilful!J, fecundum artem 
~roufe. p, 10.z. bri.Jk~ 



CLOSS AR¥~ 

Cun. p .. 44· eon, owe, give •. 
~urn. p. 100. 

Cu rtey ie. h 3• cou.ril'OU,,. 

~utters. p. I 30. }harking fallow;~ 

Dear p t 09~ harm. 

:Pt'. med. p. 19. judg-ed. 
Der,,e, p. 6. pr,rv_v, ;ecret~ 

:!)eyell p. 94. drvil. 

:peyche. p. 9 2 . di~ h~. dreffid, 
:ponnr: p. 7 3. tiun. 
:poyt p~ 8 2. d_,. th, do. 
preyffo. p~ 8 ~· driri:e. 
:pub. p. 106. fo 1llow nJ:rry pool.. 
:J)ung. p. 105. heatt n, orve,·.-ome, 

Durk. p. 106. da :;grr, 

:pyght. p. 6. drejf d.~p. 57, do~e, 
:Pyghtande. p. 69. 
:pyfgrate~ p. 10~ dl)kracr.d.! ha~h be dyfgrate. bath /a/let~ 

into povP.rtx, 

Een . p. 102. ~e~. 

~ftfones, p. 43 hereafter, aft~nvarJ~ 
~ild . p~ 10~. age. 
~nder. j: 8 5. under. 

Ere. p. 43. befon°. 
~ylde. p. 91.. yield~ 
~yr. p. 93. yearo 

fail. but fail. p. 102. wt'thoutfail, witho_ut Jo.ul,t~ 
Failyd. {'• 63. wanted, miffed~ 

fair. /• 101,./ar,, ad(!o 



GLOSSARY. 

Farley. p. I I 7. fair!J, plain!J. 
fay. p . .26. faith. 
Fayne. p. 37. glad. 
Fe. p. 76. fir, ciuages. 
Feardeft. p. 107. fearfulejl, moj! frighteneJ or afrpiJ, 
Feders. p. 5'. feathers. 
Fend. fend I godys forbode. ;~ 94• 
Fende. p . .21. dife11J. 
Fered. p. 86. fared, li,ved. 
ferre. p. S• far. ferre dayes. far in tbc Jay; grand 

jour, F. 
Fette. p, 3 2. furbeJ • 
.f etteled him. p. 118. mq_de /;;,n rtt14Y, prepared kimfilj', 

fit about . .f ettlecl. them fiml~d. p. 122. attempted, 
flt about. 

f eyffe. p, 88. five, 
Flee. p. 108. fly. 
f li.nders. p. 1 o 1 • Jj>linler,~ 
Fane. p. 2 J. foes. 
f orbode. p. 94• commandmmt. 
forgone. p. 44. f ortgo, lofe~ 
Fors. p. 4. care. See/'• 4 r~ 
Forfoyt, P· 9 r. foifootb, tr1tt!J. 
Foryete . p. 29~ forgotm , 

f ofte re. p. 65. forr.Jler. 
Fothe . p. 90. fool. 

frae. p. 98. from. 

F re bore. 1'· 2. /rfe bor11, ,~1Jtle. 
f ref e. p. 3 9• 



p LOSS AR V 9 

fynly. P• 5r. good!J. 
Oae. p. I 09. go. 

'-SS 

0-an. p. 56. gan they gone. are thfY gone, did they go. 
Gang. p. 98. Gange. p, 70. go. 
Gate. p. 196. way. Gates. p. II 7 • " "tuay.t, paffis, 

paths, ridings. µate i.r a comm~n <tt1ord in the 11,orth Jc, 
,, p 

'l.tJay. . • 

Geffe. p. 89. given. 
Ger. p! 90. gear,jlujf, goods, property, ej{ecls, 
Gereamarfey. p. 88. See Gramercy. 

Glen. p. 106. va/le)'• 

God. p. 9 5 ! iood, go()df, prgperty. 
Godamarfey. p. 88. See Gramercy. 

Godde. P· 94• See God. 
Gorney. p. 8 5. journey, 
Goy. p. 92. joy. 

Gramarfey. p. 92. See Gramercy. 
Gramercy. p. 8. thanks, or mqny thanks; gra1;1d merci, F, 
Gree. p. 2 r. fatiifatlion. 
Gret. p. 88. greeted,faluted. 

(}ripped. p, 106. grafped, laid hold of. 
Grome. p. 3• a common man? 

flail. all hail. h I Io . <I.uhole/y, entircfy. 
:flalds. p, 105. holds, holdmg places,fupporis. 
flalke. p. 65. perhaps, haugh, low ground /;y the jiJe of ti 

river? See the glojfary to Bp. Douglas's Virgil, v~ 

Hawchis. Balke, •v.:ith Chaucer, fignijies q. corn&r; 
cut jeemJ here ufid in oppojitiO?J 10. hill, 

:f:-Ialfendell. p, 6 8. ha.If.. 
:J:-Ials. p. 1 IO, neck. 



GLOSSARY. 

Hambellet. p. 94. ambleth. 

flan fell. p. 8 7. 'The vcndrr of mty civareJ is /aid ID recci'Vt 
hanfel of bis .fi,ji c~jlomer; but the meaning of the text, 
Haffe hanfell for the mar, is tzot under.flood; unlefs it ca1t 

he tbought to imply, Give me hanfel, i.e. buy if my pots. 
Hawt. p'. 92. aught, 011:)·tbing, fomrthin~. 
Hayt. p~ 8 2. hath. 
Held. p. 98~ hpt, preferrvrd, 
Hende. p. 7. gentle, courtro,us! 

He11t. p. 84. /()ok, caught. 

flcpe. p. 3 7. hip, ba<LV, tl,e fruit of the white thorn.. StJ 
i~z Gil Morice, a Scot,Jh balud: 

" I was once As F ow of Gill iWorrice 

"As THi HlP IS o' 'l.H_E ST.E~l'{.,, 

}-Ier. p. 92. th~ir~ 
Het. p. 8 3. it~ 
:t-Iet. p. 92. eat, 

Heynd. p. 86. gentle, courteou1~ 

Beyt war howte. p, 86. 
Holde. p~ 18. keep. 

Holde. P· 2 r. rv. 1 o t. hefd, retained, of co11n~il. 

Holy. p. 19. '1.vholdy . 

Hos. p. 94. Hus. p. 8 3. us. 

Hotys. P· 87. oats. 

Houfband. p. 10 .. managrr. 

Houfbonde. P· 4. hujbandman, peafa_nt. 
l{ow. p. 106. hill •. 
Howt. p. 84. out. 

Hyght. p. 78. vow rrl, promifcdo 
}Iynde. p. 30. knave. 



GLOSSARY. 

ibent. p. 5r. !Jrni. 
lbonde. p. 59. bound, 

Ichaunged. p. 3 I. changrd. 

Idyght p. 69. dig ht, drrffid, made teaify. 
Ifedered. p. 49. featbereda 

llke. p. I I I. rach. 

In fare.}• 17. togethrr. 
Inocked. p. 2 5. nockl'd, not£'heJ. 

Ipyght. up ipyght. p. 26. 

lquyt. p. 61. acquitted,fet at liberiyo 
If wore. f. 3 7, f v.1crn. 

Itake. p. 5'0, taken. 

Japes. p. 13. tricks. 

Keil:. p. 7-1-• ca.fl. 
Knave. p. 16, fer'Va11i, man. 
Kod. p. 92. i]_uod, quoth,faid. 

K yrtell. pp. 3 S, 5 3. waijlco'at? 
Kythe nor kin. p. 122. acq11ai1t1ance nor ki?idrei!; 
Lappe. pp. 14, 3 5. wrap. 
Late, p. 106. lake, play, game? 

Launf gay. P• 20 5. a fort of lance. 

Leafynge. p. 57• !Jing ,falfehood. 

Lede. p. 6 5. 'V, 58. train_, fuitt. 
Ledesman. p. 65, guide, 
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l.efe. p. 41. wil:in~. whether he were foth or lefe. 'WheP 
ther he ,would or not. 

Leffe. p. 84. leave. Leffe. p. 92. left.· 
Leffes. p. q 2. leaves. 

l.ende. p., 70Q mat, cn,ounttr 



GLOSSARY .. 

Lene. PP· I 5, 16, .21. lend. 

Lere. p. 5• learn. 

Lere. p. 7. cheek. 

Lefe. p. 12. /ofe. 
Let. p. 9. omit.-p. 8 5. v. 88. binder.--rv. 92. btndered. 

Leugh. p. 49. la11ghed. 

Lever. p. 17• rather. 

Lewte. pp. 29, 53. loyal!J, faith, truth; leaute, Fd 
Leythe. p. 92. light. 

Lithe. p. 2. a/lend, bear, hearken. 

Loffe. p. 82. love. 

Lore. p. 11. lojl. 
Lough. p. I 5. Loughe. p. 76. Low. p. F4. laughtd. 

Lowe. p. 124. " a little hill." P. 
Lown. p. 107. villain, knave, baje fellMv. 

Luft. p, 3. dc)ire, inclination. 
Lyght. p. I 5. light; or, perhaps, for Jyte; little. 

Lynde. p. 66. Lyne. p. I 2 r. the lime or liNden tree; or 

colleElirve!J lime trees ;. or trees in general. 

Lyth. p. 97. See Lithe. 
Lyveray, p. 14. liv ery , hdit.-p. 30. livery, delivery 1 

the mcjs, portion, or quantity of prnvijions delivered out 

at a time by the butler ,was called a livery. 

Mafars. p. 3 2. cups, v rffils. 

Mail:erye . p. I 2d. " a trial of fa ill, high proof of jkill." P, 
Mair. p. Io r. more. 

Maney. p. 82. See Meyne, . 
May. p. 122. maid. 

Me. T hat ever yet fawe I me. p. 34. a gallicifm; que 
jamais j'ai vf1 moi, 
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Meal. p. t to. iat,meal. 

Meal-poke. p. 98. meal bag, bag ia whhb oat-meal is put, 

Meat rife. p. 1 I z. 
Mede. to quyte hym well his mede. p. 29. to r1warJ 
. him to_fame purpefe. 

Medys. p. 87. midjl, middle, 

Meede. p. 124. req,vard. 

Met. p. 15. Mete. p. q. meafured. 

Methe. p. 89, meat. 

Meyne. p. 8. attendants, rtti'n1u; mefnie, F. 
Meythe. p. 92. might. 

Mickle. p. 13 5• much. 
Might. p. 104. power. 

Mifters. p. II 3. need: r. miftero 

Molde. p. 2 7. earth. 

Mot. p, 9 5. migbt. 

Mote. p. 44. might, may. 
Mote. p. 45. meeting, ajfemhly, court, auditJ 

Mountenaunce. p. 31. amount, duration, /pace. 
Mowe. p. 5. may. 

M uck]e. p. I 30. See M-ickle. 
Myrthcs. p. 38. mirth, merriment. a man that myrthe.s 

can. a mitjlrel,fiddlcr,jugglcr, or the like. 

Myfter. p. 44. need. 

Nane. p. IO 3• none. 

Nar. p. 93. nor, than. 

Ner. p. 90. ear. 

Ner. p. 94• (newer jt.) cw,r, it 11ot •. 

Nip. !• 100s. 



t6d GLOSS A It Ye 

Nips. p. I oo. 

Nobellys. p. 9 5. nobles. The noble 'tvas a gold coin val111 
6s. Sd. 

Nombles. p. 8. Nnmbles. p. 32. entrails; thoft parts 
whi"ch are ufual!J baked in iZ pye: nuez,v, co, ruptly, called 
humbles or umbles : nomble~, J,~ 

Okerer. p. 10. ufur'er. 

Os. p. 89. us~ 

Owthe. p. 90. out. 
Paid. p. 102, be.11.-p~ TCJ5~ veaffff. 

Pa!fe. p. 63 ~ rxtrnt, loundj, limits, dijlricl; as the pas de 
Calais. Cor .1a;,dJ cditir, n read> compas. 

Pauage. p. ~3· Pavag. Pavage. p. 84. Pawage. p. 82. 
a toll or duiy payabir for the tibe, ry of pajjing over the foil 
or t.erritory of another: paagium, L. 

Pay. p. I 3, conient, fatisja-El ,on. 

Pay. p. 20. money. 

Peces. P• 3 z. 
Pecocke. With pecocke well y dyght. p. 2 5. banrlfamely 

dref!ed cv;ith pfacoc'k feathers. Cf hus Chaucer, d1fc:ribin 

his '' /quires ycman :" 
" A Jh~fc nf peacocke arwes bright and lane, 

" Under his belt be bare Jul thrifte!J." 

Plucke buffet. P· 7 S• 
Polle. p. 90. pullo 
Poke. p. 109. bag. 

Preke. p. 91. prick, a piece of wood in the center of thr 
target. 

Prefe. p, 40. companyo 
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Prefl:. p. Sg. ready, ready to go.-p. 9z. 

Puding-pncks. p. 1 co. jkewers that ja)len the pudding• 

bag. 

Pyne. goddes pyne. p. 69. Cbrifis paj/ion or crucifixion. 

~equer. p. 9, a quit"k or quic·k/ct hedge. 

Queyr, p. 92. qu:'t, 1·ecomprn:fa. 

Raked. p. 10 5. q,valhd apace. 

Ray. p. 91. array, put zn order. 

Raye. p. 42. 

Reachles. p. I 2 2. carelifsJ rrgardlrfi, unobjervant. 

Red. p. Irr. clear. 

Reuth. p. 26. pity, compnj/ion. 

Reve. p. 4. takf bJ fora. 

Reves. p. 46. bailf.,, rfccivers. 

Ripe. p. 1 1 I, cle.wjf , Riped. p. II 2. clem~/ed. 

Rode. p. 90. rood, crofl. 

Rung. p. 105. /la.ff. 
Ruthe. p. I 3, piry, compajjion. 

Ryall . p. 23. r,:1al. 

Jl yalty. p. 39. ro_yalty. 

Ryghtwys. p. 43. righteous, ju)l. 

Sair. p. ro 1, fore, 

Salved. (falued ?) p. 20. faluted. 

Scathe. p, 37. barm. 

Schetyng. p. 92. }hooting. 

Schomer. p. 82. fumrner. 

Sela. p. 8 5. fl ry. 
Scoper. p, 92. /upper. 

Scouth. p. 105. 
VoL.1. L 
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Screfe. Screffe. p. 88. f/;erif. 
Se. p. 33. Vide See. 
Seche. p. I 3. Jeck. 
See. p. 34. regard. 
Seker. p. 39 • .furc, 
Selerer. p. 18. The cellarer (celerier, cellararius, or cel

larius) 'LVaJ that officer cwho furnijhecl the convent ':Uztf_; 
provijions, cui pot us et ebe cura efi, qui cell.e vinaria: 
et efcari.e pra:el1, promus. (Du CA NGE .) He 
appears to have been a pcrfon of conjiderable t, ujl, and to 
have had a principal concern in the mat1agcment of the 
facietys revenues. See Spclmans glojfary , Fullers cuurch-
hijlory, &c. 

Semblaunte. p, 6. fcmblance, appearance. 
Sene. p. 92. fir. 
Sete. p, 2 5. 
Sette. p, I I. mortgaged. 
Shawe. p. 5. Shaw is u.fual!J rxplainul by little wood, but 

green-wood little wood cr.r,:ould be mrre tautolo3y; it 
nzay therefore mean ihade, ciuhicb appears its primitive 

}ignijication: Scuwa, Saxon.-Shaws. p. I 1 5, " li11lc 
woods." P. 

Shende. p. 26. hurt, annoy. Shente. p, 70. hurt, 
<;,uounded. 

Shet. p. 30. }hut. 
Shete. p. 27. /hoot. 
Shope. p. 1 : • }hapecl, made. 
Shraddes. p. 115. Sre the note. 
Shrewde. p. 30. Shrewed. p. 20. rmluckr • ., 
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Shrift. p. r 2 5, confcjjion. 
Shroggs. p. I 20. " Jhrubs, thorns, brinrs. G. Dou.z. 

fcroggis." P. 
Shyt. p. 56. fhut. 
Skaith. p. 106. burt, harm, They feared for its ikaith, 

i. e. for tbt harm it migbt do tl.m11. 
Slade. p. I I 8. " a flip of green.fu;erd bet'Lvcen plow-lands, 

or cwoods, &c." P. 
Slawe. p. 54. Slone. p. 7 S, flain. 
Sle. p. So. Sloo. p. 34. flay. 
Somers. p. 39. fumpter-borfes. 
Sorowe. p. 19. farry. 
Sothe. p. ~ 3. footh, trutb. 
Sound. See A found. 

Soyt. p. 8 5. footb, truth. 
Spear. p. 103. ajk. Speer'd. p. 112. ajked, enquired. 
Stalward. p. 90. Stalworthe. p. 72. }lout, q,vell made. 
Stane. p. 102. }lone. 
Stark. p. 98. Jlijf. 
Stede. p. 2 5. time. 
Steven. p. 120. At fome unfett fi:even. at Jome unlooked 

for time, qy fame odd accident, qy mere chance.-p. I 2 5• 
'UOzce. 

Stime. p. 1 Ir. )park, particle or ray of light. 
Strang. p. 98. Jlrong, 
Strete. p, 6. lane, path, 'way. 
Sweaven. p. 116. dream. 
Sweer. p. 1 oo. 
Syne. p. 102, after, afterward, then. 
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GLOSSARY. 

Syth. p. 46. afterward. 

Taki es p. 5 I. arrows. 
Takyll. p. 70. arrow. 
Tarpe. p. 68. 
Tene. p. I 5. grief, _forro-w, di.Jlrefl.-p. 3 8. vexatio1t. 
Tene. p. 84. gric,..ue. , 
The. p. 42. thrive, profper. 
Thes. p. 87. thus.-p. 89. this. 
Thos. p. 88. thuJ. 

Throwe. p. 79. Jiace. 
Tortyll . p. 9 I. <L'Jreathed, tq,vined, tq,virled, t<Lvijled; tor 

tille, F. 
Tray. p. 38. at1ger. 
Tree . p. 101. }la.ff. 

Treyffe. p. 95. thrive. 

Trow. p. 89. true. 

Trowet. p. 8 S· troth. 
True. p. 1 o 5. troq,v, believe. 
Tryftell. pp 49, 51, 53, 68. Tryftyll. p. 73. 
Tynde. p. 34. tyndes, tines, antlers, the pointed branches 

that ijfucfrom the main beam of ajlag. "ln Ynglond 
ther ys a fhepcote, the wyche fchepekote hayt ix 
dorys, & at yeuery dor fio ndet ix ramys, & every 
ram hat ix ewys, & yevery ewe hathe ix Iambys, & 
yeve1y lambe hayt ix homes, & every horne hayt 
ix TY No Es: wh at ys the fomm of all thes belle Jl ' 
(MSS. More, Ee. 4· 35.) 

Win. p. 107. get. 

Wifl-. p. 137. hne'lJ.•. 



GLOSSARY. 

Unketh. p. 3. uncouth, jlrangc. 

Unneth. p. 64. fcarcely. 

Up chaunce. p. 5. by cbance. 

Wan. wonnynge wan. p. 28. J,welling•place. 

Wan. p. 106. got. 

Warfe. p. 108. rivorfe. 

Was. p. 89. ri1Jt1}b. " And afterward the jujlices arift 
and w Ass E, and gejfe thanks onto the ne'Lv Jerjarmts for 

ther gode dyner.'' ( Origines j uridiciales, p. 116.) 
This ceremony, rivhich, in former times, riva; conjlantly 

praclifed as riv ell before as after meat, fl ems to have fallen 

into difufe on the introduflion of forks, about the year 

1620; as before that period our ancejlors fuppbed the 

place of this nectj/my utenjil rivith their fingers. 

Wed. p. 83. Wedde. p. 53. parivn,pledge, ordep'!fit.-to 

wedde. p. 1 I. in mortgage.-lay my life to wedde. 

p. 39. pa=wn nry life. 
Welt. p. 6 5• welt them at his wyll; did as be plea.fad 

with them, ufed them at bis pleafitre. 

Wende. p. 5. go. 

Wendt. p. 13. tbinkejl. 

,vent. p. 16. wended, gone. 

Werfchep. p. 8 2. <ivor}biped, reverenced, refpefled. 

W efl:. p. 9 z. cz.vifi, knori.vn. 

W ete. p. 2 6. !wow. 

Whang. leathern whang. p. 98. leather thong or firing. 
Wight. Wighty. p. 116.Jlrong. N. B. Thelatter<T»orJ 

feems every 'LVhere a mijlake for the fortmr. 

Wilfulle. p. 120. doubtful. 



166 GLOSSARY. 

\Vode. p. 9 3. mad. 
Wodys. p. 82. woods. 
Wolwarde. p. 78. cv.;eari11g a flanel flirt, by 'll'ay of 

penance. See Stec'Vens's Shakfprare, I 793, v. 360. 
Wonefl-. p. 56. d·i.lJ('lltjl. 
Woodweele. p. II 5. " the golden ouzle, a bird of tbe 

thrujh kind." P. 
~ orthe. vVo worthe the. p. 3 5. fVoe be to tbre. 
V,J' rack. p. 108. ruin, drjlruclion. 
W roken, p. I 16. ciurcaked, 1·cvrngrd. 
Wyght. p. 28. Jlrong,jlout . 
vVynne, p. 56. go. 
Wys. p. 36. tro'lu; tbere is no modern 'Word preci/e61 

Jynonimous. 

Wyte. p. 42. Wytte. p. 57. kno--w. 
Y. p. 83. I. 
Yede. p. 30. Yeed. p. 109. c-.,vcnt. 
Y eff. p. s 5. if. 
Y effell. p. 8 3. evil. 

y eft. p. 5 3· gift. 
Yemenry. p. 85. yeomanry. Thaw feys god yemen ry., 

<fhou fpeakrjl honrjlly, fairl_y, Jcnjibly, like a good y eoman, 
Y end. p. 84. yon. 
Yerdes. p. 70. rods. 
Yever. p. 82. e<Ver. 
Yfere. p. I 20. together. 
Ylke. p. 32. fame. Ylke fame. 'Vny fame, - J , 54. famr, 

very, 

Y nowe. p. 4 5. enough. 



GLOSSARY. 

Y ode. p. 5 7. 'LUcnt. 

Yole. p. 74. Chrijlmafs. 
Yonder. p. 9 2. 1uuler. 

Yong men. pp. 36, 5 I, 69, 79. _yeomen (which is every 
'i.J..Jhrre fulfl itutcd in Coplands edition). See Spclmans 
gl~!Jary , ill the cz.uord; J uniores, Yeoman ; Tyrcwhittr 
rdition of the Canterbury tales, iv. 195 ; ShakjpearN 
Plays, 1793, xiv. 347. 

T HE END OF VOLUME I. 
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