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THE OREGON QUESTION. 

The Resoluti~n g.iving the .t\~elve months' notice I I propose, therefore, as a preliminary ofaclion 
for the terml~at!On of,the JOInt occupancy?( the on my own part, to look at OUf title to Oregon­
Oregon Terntory, bemg undel' consIderatlOn as not for the purpose of definiuO' it with critical pre­
in committee of the whole- I cisi~m, ?ut so far as to state th~ general grounds on 
Mr. DIX rose and proceeded to address the Sen- which It rests. A~d I a~n disp?se~ to tuke this 

ate. He said: ' ~ourse, not, only WIth a \'If!W to Jusbfy the vote I 
lIltend to give, but for the further purpose of cor-

In entering into the debate on the question un- reeting' extreme misconceptions, botlt at home and 
der consideration, I feel constrained to differ in abroad, on a few points of vital consequence. No 
opinion with two distinguished ~cnators who have purely American guestion has, perhaps, excited a 
preceded me, in relation to the manner in ,vhieh stronger interest m other countries; and I doubt 
the discussion should be conducted. I allude to whether any other has been so greatly misrepre­
the Senator from Ohio, ['\Ir. ALLEN,] who opened :-;ented. The same misapprehensionsexistat home. 
the debate, and the S 'nator from Delaware, [Mr. The public press, for the last few weeks, has been 
J. ,,\,1. CLAYTOS",] w1 0 followed him. Both took the teeming with essays disparaging the Spanish title, 
ground, and with equally strong language, that the on which our OWll, in some degree, rests. I am 
title to Oregon ought not to be drawn into this dis- 1l.l1willing either to pass by these statements in 
clIsssion; but fur totally different reasons-the Sen- silence, or to meet them with summary declara­
fttor from Ohio, because the time for discussing it tions of right. It is natural that :--;enators, who 
had gone by; and the Senator from Delaware? be- have been long on this floor, and who have already 
cause the tIme for discussing it had not arrIved. borne a part in the di8cns~ion of this question, 
'Vith the unfci,'!llcd respect which I entertain fot· should feel differently. Eut for myself, having 
both Senators~ 1 dissent from their opinions with never even 1i~tened to a debate on the subject-a 
great diffidence of my own. But I am constrained to subject until recently entirely new to me-I feel 
regard the question of our rights ill Oregon, as one ?ound to state the grounds on which I act. This 
on whieh the propriety of the. measures proposed IS what I propose to do-not oy the analysis of 
peculiarly and eminently depend::;. What IS the any particular treatise, or hy the examination of 
proposition before the Senate! It is, to give to any particular view of the subje(·t-but by exhibit­
Great Britain the notice of twelve months, by vir· ing l"Ome of the historical facts on which the Span­
tue of which the treaty between her and the U ni- ish title and our own rest. I shall endeavor to 
ted States, stipulating that the territory of Oregon perform this duty in the plainest manner, adhering 
shall be free and open to the },cople of both COUIl- rigidly to the subject, and, if possible, without ad­
tries, is to be abrogated aud annulled. We can- dresslllg a sin,;le word to l'njndice or passion. 
not dis,;uise the fact, that this is a measure of the The region which now constitutes the territory of 
most decided character, and involving the most Oregon was seen, and a part of its coast recol1noi­
important consequences. 'Vhat is it, sir, but a tred-I will not say explored-half a century after 
declaration that the territory of Oregon, after the the discovery of Amenca. In consequence of its 
expiration of twelve months, shall no longer be remoteness from the course of trade which was 
open to the subjects of Great Britain? It is the opened by the voyages of Columbus, the supposed 
first step towal·ds the assertion of our right of em- rIgor of its climate, and the certainty derived from 
pire and dom.ain in Or~gon. I can see it in no the expeditions sent out from i\tlexi~o, that it con­
other light. I shall support it. But I cannot as- tuined no sources of wealth like those by which 
sent to the propriety of adopting a measure ofsueh Spain had been enriched in the more southern por­
ma~nitude without saying a single word in illus- tionsofthiscontinent,itremained,formorethantwo 
tratlOl1 of our title to the territory, over which we centuries and a half, without any permanent settle. 
are thus preparing to assert our paramount rights. ment by civilized men. During this long period, 
I do not feel at lIberty to take such a step, deny- Spain constantly asserted her right of proprietorship 
ing summarily all right in others, or abstaining in it by virtue of discovery ,and had formed temporu­
from the assertion of "ny right in ourselves. ry establishments in its neIghborhood from time to 
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time. During the half century which succeeded, it ham discol'cred the (;hatham IsInnds,in 1791 ,after 
was frequently vi8ited by ships of ,other nation~, by parti~g company with VanCt)UHr, on the~r way to 
accident, for purposes of exploratIOn, or fur objects the northwest coast. "" She has not occuIJIcU them 
of commerce, and thus there arose a number of until recently; and I am not sure that t~lel'e is now 
claimants to the right of sovereignty and domain. anythinO' more than u whalill~ estabhshment on 
The claims of RussIa have been adjusted with Great them' b~t she in::;ists that no other power shaH oc­
Britain. She holds, by the acquiescence of the lat- cupy'them, LC(',lUse it would b~ injurious to her 
tcr, the whole nortlnvcst constof America north of settlements in X l'W Zealand, whIch are nearly five 
latitude 540 40', as far back as the first range of hundred miles distant from them. 
highlands j and by vIrtue ofn comcntlOn between I propose now to see what a~ts have b~en per­
her and us, we have aglced to fOlm no settle- formed 10 respect to Oregon by different nations; OT, 

ments north of that pdrallel. The southern lIne of in ot~er \\'o~'ds, to examine the nature of the ~is­
Oregon we hold to Le fixed, by the settlement of "'lnl'rll'~ wluch have been made, and the e~tabl1sh­
the boundary line between the Dulled Slates and ments which have been formed in t~at.regJOn, ap­
l\tIcxico, at 4:20. TIle territory ill dispute has, there- plying to them as I proceed the pnnclples J have 
fore, a coast of twelve parallels and two-thirds of! concisely sta~ed. 
latitude, running back into the interior to the TIocky ) The fir.';t dls~overer of any p~rt .of the ~lorthw('~t 
mountains; and the TJ llited States and Great Britain coast of AmerIca north of, or In lin mediate c0!ItI­
are the only claimants to the right of proprietorship guity with, the boundary betw:een us and Iy.Iexlco, 
in it. was Ferrelo. He was the pilot of Cabnllo, ~he 

Before I proceed to examine their respective commander of an expedition fitted. out in Mexlco 
claims, it may be proper, as the subject has been in 1543, fifty-one years after the .dlS'co~'ery of San 
referred to on this fioor, briefly to state the condi- Domingo by ('l)lumbus. {'ahrillo dIed on the 
tions, under which, by the usage of nations, a right voyage, and Ferrelo succeeded to the command. 
of property i~ lands uninhabite~, or unoccupied by !-Ie exa~lined. the coast from ~he Sank1. Barbar.a 
wanderino- tnbes, may be acqUIred. Islands, In lalltudc 3.JP to th~ 4.Jd parallel of lall-

The b:sis u~ually relied on to. s,;!pport a right tude,. but th~ latter par~ of IllS \'oyage was. made, 
of this nature IS dlsl'overy; but It I:., a g-round of I believe, Without landmg, and by a mere IJlspec­
right which becon~t's untenable., unless f;dlow.ed by tion of the coas~ from Ius vessel. In ]535, eight 
an actual occupation of the dlscoven·t! tern lory. yeal's before thiS explllr;\I!"1! was made, posse:::;­
If a title is not perfecte~ by occnp~tion, a second ~ion had. been taken of C,tl~r()l"Ili(l by Fcrna!ldo 
discoverer may approJll"late the territory thus neg- Cortcs, III the name of Spmn, and an esta~)h:-lh­
l~cted by the first. nut this must be upon reasoll- ment had been formed ill ~40 of north latItude. 
able evidence of the intention of the first discoverer This est.abli~hment ,"vas kept up for senTal years; 
not to take possession of it. Ifa second discoverer and the G lIlt" of California to its northern extremi­
wer.e to seize upon and appropriate the discovered ty~ with the western coast as high as 380 ~orlh 
terrItory, b~f0.re.the fir~t had tll1l~ to form an l'.-.:talJ- lalltude, had b.een explored. TI.lese exp~oratlOlls, 
lishment wlthll1lt, such an act of Interference w4llilJ and the establIshments formed III carrYlllg them 
be regarded as an unwarrantable intrusion, which on, were all made in pursuance ofa settled purpose 
the latter might justly resist. On the other hand, if on the part of Spain to extend her dominion over 
the first discovC'rer neglects within a reasonable the uninhabited territory on the northwestern coast 
time to take actual possession of, to form settle- of America. The discon·ries to which these ex­
ments in, or make some actual use of, the regions plorations led were therefore not accidental. The 
he has discovered, the law of nations will not ac- expeditions were fitted out for the single object re­
knowledo-e in him any absolute right of property fen·ed to. III the prosecution of this desio-n, it is 
in or so~erei;nty over it, even though he m<ly true, the most arrogant and absurd pretensions 
have set up monuments or memorials of his dis- were set up by Spain in respect to the exclusive 
«wcry at the time it was made. Such is the spirit navigation of the Pacific; but these must not be 
of the rules in relation to the discm·ery and occupa- pennitted to prejudice her just cJaims to portions 
tion of uninhabited territory, as slated by writers of the continent washed by 'lts waters on the ground 
on international law . It is certainly not easy to lay of discoycry and occupatIOn, and thc declared pur­
down any invariable rule in n::'>llcct to the time poses she had in view. 
within which, or the circumsulIll·t':; Hilder which, a The next navigator Wh0 arpeared on the north­
titJe by discovery n~ust be 'perfecte.d by occupation. west coast ,,·as ::::'ir Francis Drake. He Jeft Eng­
The rul.es and f!lax~ms of ll1terl~atl.onal tAw ~re but Jand.i~ ).")ij ,on a pr~datory expedition against the 
a pracllcal applIcatlOn of the prlllclplcs of ulllYHsal dOllunions of Sprun m the P~cific. In 1579, after 
equity and justicej and in the 6tUlement of ques- having accomplIshed his object, and carried devas­
tions of this nature, the real objects and intentions k1.tion and terror into the unprotected Spanish set. 
of the parties are to be sought for in a reasonable tlements on the coast, he landed in 38° north lati­
interpretation of their acts. 1 believe, however, the tude, in a bay supposed to be that of San Francis­
doctrine may be considered fuirly inferrible from co, and passed five weeks in repairino- his vessel. 
t~e whole ~ody of the l~w on this. subject, that He took I.'ossession of the country, ~nd called it 
rlgh.ts by dlscoverr remall~gooduntIlsupersededNewAlblOn.Itis pretended that Sir Francis 
by Tights .0foCcuputlOn. 'V,th regard to Great Brit- Drake followed the coast as far north as 480; but 
am, I thmk Imay safely say, that her practlcn! the best authorities fix the northerly limit of his 
rule pushes tIllS doctrme farther. She reSlsts all examll1atlon, whIch was a mere Inspection from 
~ttemp'ts ~y othe,rs to acquire r,ights by occupation his ~e~sel, at. 430, the 8upposefl boundary of Fer­
m terrltorles which she has diScovered, and thus relo S Inspectlon more than a quarter ofa century 
renders her own rights by discovery perpetual. 
Lieutenant Broughton, in the armed tender Chat- ""See Vancouver's Journal, book I, ebapter 11. 
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before. As the British neg-otiators have ahandon- warus named by the British navigators. In Iali. 
ed Drake's expedition as a-part of the basis of their tude 490 30' he entered a Cllrado\1S hay, wllf'r~ he 
claim, I will not dwell upon it, excepting to add remained for some time, trnding with the natives­
that his examinations were ftr.cidental; they were the same bay, heyond all question, which was four 
not made in pursuance of any purpose of explorn- years afterwards called King George's Sound hy 
tion or settlement; they led to the di~('overy of no Cart. Cook, and is now lmown EtB Nootka Sound. 
new territory; and they were not f(lilowed up by The next year, (1775,) Hecel,\ sailed as far north 
an actual ~ccupatio~ of. the. soil. For 1\\"0 ('f'!ltll- ns the 4tlth degl'ec or latitude, und explored the 
ries no claIm to terntorlal rlg;hts that I am R"/Iue I ,na~t sonth, fillJll!?: np the ontline ,\'Inch Perez harl 
of was set up by Great U,.-'t.tin on the ground of I left incomplete_ He had previously landed at 410 
Dr:1ke's pretended discoverl(,~. ]0', and erected a cro~s with an inscription setting 

The next explorer was th(' Un'l,k pilot, Juan de forth that he had taken posse~sion of the country 
Fuca, who was sent to the n(lrthw('~t l'O.:l~t in 1592, in the name or his sovereign. In latitude 460 17' 
thirteen years after Dr:,!i:f', bytheVif'eroyofl\'l('x- he di:;:,covercd a rapid rll!Tent ontward from the 
ico, for the purpose of dl~('o\·!~ring- the imaginary land, opposite to an openin~. whi('h he immediate­
Strait of Anian, suppo~ed, at that d:-ty, to connect Iy prononnred to be the mouth of a river. From 
the north Pacific with the north Atlantic ocean. In Ilim it was fir~t called the Entrada de Heceta, and 
the prosecutio.l1 of his vOy"~f' he entel'€d an ('xt('n- afwrwards the river St. Hn~. He made rereated 
sive inlet from the ~~n., fiS he ~llrp(>:-:l·d! bel\veen attempts to enter it, but was ronstantly baffled by 
the 47th and 48th parallels of latitude, and sailed the violence of the current. This is now eon~eded 
more than twenty days in it. :--:l1ch is his !lwn ac- to have been the mouth of the river Columbia, 
count as detailed by :\liclwel L()('k: and it accords, which was discovered and entered by ('''ptr:un 
as well as his description~,:-:n m';~rlr with the ac- Gray, of Boston, sevent~en yean~ afterw:1nl". 
tual nature of the Ill('<lht!l'~, that it is now gene- j)tlrin~thes::tmeyearthecn"~t was alsn explored 
rally conceded to be substantially true; and his from the S6th to the 5~lth dl',~r('f' of latitude by 
name is conferred by universal conscnton the strait Quadra (V Bode~a) and l\'L\llrelle, who ("f{'l'tea 
between the 48th and 49th parallels of latitude, ("ro~SI':-; in testirnoilY of their di~,·nvf'ries. On their 
Spain had thu:; made discoyeries on the northwest return~ they visited the ('nnst at the 47th degree of 
coast before the close of the sixteenth century as latitude, and explored it from the 45th southwardly 
far north at leastas the -1:-'th de~rf'e (If latitude, and tn the 42d. 
the nature of the explorations-, from their extent It will be perceived by thf'se details, which I 
and the settled purpose in pursuance nf which they have de~med it necessary to state with so.me p~r­
were made, excludes all I,him of discovery by ticularit y', that previous to 1778, the year In winch 
others down to that period of time. Cartain CO! Ik Yi~I\(''' the nllrthwe:;;t ~oast, the Span-

In 1603, Vizcaino, a distingnished naval com- innis had exnmined it ,,,ith greA.t care and rersever­
mander, under an ordcl' from -the Kin~ of Spain, nnee from 370 to 490 30', They hnd also exam­
made a careful survey of the coast of California to ined it from the 54th to the 59th prtrallels, and vis­
Monterey, in the 37th parallel of latitude; and he ited it at intermediate p(lintl'!. And in theseexplo­
l\!sn explored the coast as far north ns the 43d par- r:lfions they were wholly without r.Olnpetit~m~, ex­
aIlel, giving names to several bays and promonto- (,f'rti!]:,; on the rart of some Rus~lan 1l:l.'·l~atnr~, 
ries as he auvanced. During- the S("\"(·llteeth centu- " .. llIl had made dIscoveries 110rth of the 56th pam!iel, 
ry, at least seven dilferent attempts were made by and Drake, who had Yi~it('d the con:-:t nt the 3Hth. 
the Spaniards to form establishments in California; I During the l \1/0 Cf'!ltl\r!e~ ,\rhiC'.h in~ervened from 
but from the hostility of the natives, and other the expedition of Drake til tlw thll·d vOyi\~e. of 
causes, these nttpmpts failed, so far as [\HY perl1la- Cook, no attempt had heen mnd~, !~flr any ~eslgn 
nent settlement is concerned, excepting the last, indicated on the part off:reat BrI.t[un, to Rvall her­
which ,,,as made in 1697. Bitt, within sixty years self of any pretended claim by virtue of ~he tra~­
from this time, sixteen principal estahli~hments sient visit of the former ~o tlw ?oast; ~dule Spam 
WI'J"f..' for~cd by the Jesuits on the \\·(:_;-;terl~ coast c?nstantly a~~erted her r~~ht to ~t by nrtuc. of pr~­
of Amrr!(·il, bf'twf'f'n the (~l1lf of Cahfol'llla and VlOUS and subsequent dlscovencs. And In CalI­
Cape l'Vll·JldncillO, one of which ' .... as in the bay of fornia and its nei~hLorhood she had, after rf'peated 
81. Franciscn, near the 38th degree of latitude. efforts, succeeded in ctTe('tin~ thc permanent occu­
During the whole period from the land.ing- of Fer- ration of the country, whi!·ll ,vas her earl.lest ob­
nando Cortes in California, and the latter pmt of .iect-an ohject which no other rO\~er dUring that 
the ei~hteenth rf'Jlturr, Spain had tllliformlyas- long- pcrind had even in conte!llplatlOn. , 
serted IH'r title to thf' northwest coast III' Americ.:'1., The third. voyage o~ C~pt~In ('nol{, u~drrta'{en 
.and had from time to time made. efforts not only to in 1777, g-ave the first llldlcatlOn of a deSIre on the 
extetlu her discoveries there, but to perfect her part of Great Britain to appr.opriate snch p~.rt~ of 
right of empire and domain by permanent estau- the northwest coast of All1c,rll'.a as she consldcl:ed 
Iishmen'R. open to settlement, and HubJect them to h.er d.omm-

In 177-1, Perez WIlS onlc]"('d by the Viceroy of ion. H~ W(lS in:;;trncted to t~ke p?SSe~SIOn ~n the 
l'v[exico to proceed to 600 north latitude, and ex- name of the King, of conVC1l1ent SituatIOns In the 
plore the coast south to J\ionten'y! and to t..1.ke countries he might di~l.'!I."!'I" that had not been 
p(lssession, in the name of the Kills of Spain, of already discovered 01' VISltf·,1 hy any other Euro· 
the places where he should. land. He succeeded penn nnwf'r. In 177H he lnndrd at Noo.tka Sound, 
in reaching the 54th parallel, within two-th.il'ds of in 4~0 33' nOI'~h latl~nde, wher~ he remamed .nearl.Y 
a df'~ree of the northern boulldnry of the dlspnted a month tradmg Wltry the natIves and re.fittll1~ h.18 

te.rl'itory, whenl~e he returned along the ("last to vessel. I believe .thls was the. only pOIJ~t wlthm 
Wa.shin,;ton's Island, as it was called by Captain the territory. if"! dIspute at '~}llch, Capk9.l11 Cook 
Gray, or Queen Charlotte's Island, as it '''''as after· lanued; and It IS proved by Its latitude to be the 
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rary establishment there. The Northwest Amer· 
ica was also seized, for reasons not directl y con­
nected with any question of sovereignty, and was 
employed for nearly two years in the Spanish 
service. 

In the month of June, 1789, two vessels, the Ar· 
gonaut and Princess Royal, sailing under TIritish 
colors, arrived at Nootka, and were seized by Mar­
tinez. It is unnecessary to enter into the details 
of this transaction. It is sufficient to sa y that it 
led to an animated discussion between the Govern­
ments of Great Britain and Spain, in respect to 
their rights in the Pacific, and the western coast of 
America, which, for several months, threatened to 
produce a war between the two countries. but 
which was finally terminated in October, 17!IO, by 
the treaty of the E.scurial, or the Nootka Sllnml 
convention, as it is more frequently denominated 
with us. Before the negotiations were concluded, 
both vessels were voluntarily released by the Span. 
ish authorities in l\Iexico. 

As the N ootka Sound convention constitutes an 
essential ingredient in the claim of Gr{,<1.t Britain, 
it will be necessary to advert to such of its provis­
ions as are made the foundation of laer title to the 
qualified exercise of sovereignty which she asserts 
over the northwest coast of America, and to con­
sider them in connexion with the circumstances 
under which they were framed. The articles which 
relate particularly to the. question under discussion 
are the 1st, 3d, 5th, and 6th. 

The 1st article provides that" the buildings and 
, tracts of land situated on the northwest coast of 
, the continent of North America, or on the islands 
, adjacent to that continent, of which the subjects 
, of his Britannic Majesty were dispossessed atJout 
" the month of April, 1'8~, by a Spanish officer, 
, shall be restored to the SCl.ld British subjects." 

The third article provides, that, "in order to 
'strengthen the bonds of friendship, and to pre­
'serve in future a perfect harmony and good un­
, derstanding between'the two contracting parties, 
, it is agreed that their respe('tive subjects shall not 
'be disturbed or molested, either in nn. vigating or 
, carrying on their fisheries in the Pacific ocean, or 
, in the South seas, or in landing on the coast" of 
, those seas in places not already occupied, f~ Ir the 
, purpose of carrying on their commerce with the 
, natives of the country, or of making settlements 
'there; the whole, subject, nevertheless, to the re· 
'strictions specified in the three following articles." 

The 5th article provides that" as well in the 
, places which are to be restored to the British 
'subjects by virtue of the first article, as in all 
'other parts of the northwestern coast of America, 
, or of the islands adjacent, situate to the north of 
, the parts of the saId coast already occupied by 
, Spain, wherever the subjects of either of the two 
'Powers shall have made settlements since the 
'month of April, 1789, or shall hereafter make 
, any, the suLjects of the other shall have free ac­
, cess, and shall carryon their trade without any 
, disturbance or molestation." 

The sixth article relates to the coast of South 
America; but it has an importance in containing a 
definition of the erections which may be made, 
confining them to such as may serve the purposes 
of fishing; and the provisions of the third article 
are expressly declared to be subject to the restric· 

tions in "the three following articles " one of 
which is the sixth."" ' 

I now proceed to slate certain facts in respect 
to this convention, and to draw from them con­
clusions at which I have arrived with some diffi­
dence. The facts I shall endeavor to present with 
a rigid regard to accuracy. If my conclusions are 
erroneous, the better judgment of the Senate will 
correct them; and I shall have the consolation of 
reflecting that my errors-if they shall prove such­
have led to the discovery of truth, wInch I am sure 
is the great object of every Senator on this floor. 

The first article was practically inoperative, 
from a total misapprehensIOn of the facts which it 
supjln~cd. There is no evidence that subjects of 
his Drilannic Majesty had been dispossessed of 
buildings or tracts of lands in April, 1789, or at 
any other time, by a Spanish officer. In the mes-

* On the 1st of March, 1825, Colonel Benton made an ahle 
speech in th(' ~( nate of the United Stn.tes in favor of the oc­
cupation of til!' (In':,:ulI (Columbia) river. In thi9 speech 
he examineli Ih!' tn'aty of tile Escurial, (the Nootka Sound 
('nnve-ntion,) and In~I.~tI:'u that it was proved by its terms to 
hl' .. a treaty of concession, and not of acquisition of rights on 
Ihl' part of Great Britain," and" that the pennission to land 
and to make settlement'!, so far from contemplating an ac­
qui;;ition of territory, was limited hy subsequent restrictions 
to the erectIOn of temporary huts for the personal accommo.­
dation of fishermen and traders only." These positions 
were l'Il!;)j'l'~'tI in his argument by a referf'nce to the asser­
tions of l\Jr. Fox, and the admissions of Mr. Pitt,when the 
Nootka ~ound controversv \Va!'! under discussion in the Brit. 
ish Parliament, The foliowing are some of the passages to 
which he referred: 

"Mr. Fox said: 'Vhat, then, \Va;;: the extent of om rights 
, hefore the convention, (whetlH'r mlmittell or denied by Spain 
'was of no cons('quence,) and to what extent were they 
e now secured to u,;? \\'t' possessed and exercised the free 
e navigation of tlIt" rapine ocean, 'without r('straint or limit­
'ation. ,Ve PII"'-('''!'!''d and exercised the right of carrying 
, on fisi1f'ries in the South seas equally unlimited." "This 
'estate we had, and were dally improving; it was not to be 
, disgraC'cd by the name of an acquisition. The admission 
e of part of these ri~hts was all we had obtained. Our right 
, bf'forc was to scttle in any part of the south or northwest 
'coa;;t of America not fortified ~aill,;t us by previous occu­
e panc}"; and we were now restricted to settle in certain 
'places only, and und!:'r c('rtain restrictions. This waS! an 
, important concc,:;::;ion on our part. Our rights of fishing 
, extf'nded to the whole ocean; and now it was limited and 
'to be carried nn within ccrtain distances of the Spanish. 
'settlf'mf'nts. Our ri(!ht of making settlement;; was not, as 
'nO\~:, a right 10 build huts, but to plant colonies if we 
'thnught proppr. Surely these werc !lot ac~uisitIOns, or 
'ratllt"r conqubt", n.:" ttw~ must be consluered, If we were to 

: ~~~~~ a~~ ~~p~~~~~t~~~~e~~7~~~; ~;lf;~~i~l;h~~~'::;ti~~: 
, \VP arc authnrJzed tn navigate the Pacific ocean and South 
'''';('.'1''', unmole,;ted, for the purpose of carrying- on our 

; ~~~l:~fir~:N~~'~~~~d t7~ t!:~til~.I~:t;tT;:~~ ~l~~~t~h~~r pt~l~I:O":; 
, recognitIOn of right to navigation, fishing, and commer<!e, 
'comes another article, the sixth, which talu':; away the 
'right oflan(lin,!!.', and crecting even temporary huts, for any 
, purpose hut that of carrying on the fishery, and amounts 
, to a complete df'rcliction nf all right to !'!4'ftle in any way 
'for the purpose of commercp with the natives."-Britis4 
PaTli'lmrmtllTY HiAtoT1/, vol. 2d, p. 990. 

Mr. Pitt, iii r('ply, did not deny the accuracy Of this con­
struction ofth(' tn'.lt\'a;; to settlements and erections. Dut 
he maintainerl "tliat tllOuah what thi:; COUll Try (Great Brit­
, ain) had gained, {'OIl"I-.t .... d nut of new I I !!i 11:-1 , ~t certainly 
'did of new advanta~es. \\,p had befnre a nght to the 
'southern whale fishin,!!.', and a right to navi~ate and carry 
'on fisl}('ries in the Pacific ocean, and to trade on the coa~t 
, of any part of Nortll\Vf':;t America; but that ri!!,ht had not 
'only not been acknowledged, but disputed and resisted; 
; wherea:; by the convention it wa!4 sccured to us-a cir­
, ("nm,~t;lIlce which, thOI1!!h no new right, was a new ad­
'vanta~e."-lh, page 10m, 

ThiS! - S!lIhject hag rccently been further illustrated in a 
close and well-rc:t."om~d argument by Mr. OWEN,of Indiana, 
in the House of Representativcs. 
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sage of the British King to Parliament, and in the 
earnest discussions between the two countries in 
respect to the seizure of the British shirs, I 
find no mention of such dispossession. When 
Vancouver was sent out, in 1792, to recei ve pos­
session of the buildings, &c., to be restored, nOlle 
could be found excepting those erected by the 
Spaniards. No building occupied by British sub­
jects remained at Nootka in 1789, when l'Iartincz 
arrived there; and it was denied by the Indians 
that any tracts of land had been ceded to Uritish 
subjects. In fact, there were no traces of the 01'­

cupancy which the article supposed. The only 
pretence of a cession of territory of which there 
was any evidence, was the right acquired by 
Meares, while acting in the name of a Portuguese 
citizen, and sailing under the flag of Portugal, to 
occupy temporarily a very small lot, wllich he 
himself admits he had agreed to restore when he 
sho".lld leave the coast. 

After a long controversy on this subject between 
Vancouver and Quadra, the Spanish commander 
at Nootka, the ronner departed without H'cciyin; 
any restitution of buildings or lands, and the sub­
ject was referred to their respective Governments. 
In 1796, Captain Broughton arrived at Nootka, 
and found the place unoccupied. (See his Voy­
age of Discovery to the North Pacific Ocean, page 
50.) He nowhere states that he was sent out 
with instructions to adjust the difficulty. But he 
says he was informed, by letters left with -:\Llfjuin­
nu, the Indian King, that" the Spaniards klJ de­
livered up the port of Nootli::l, &c., to Lieutenant 
Pierce, of the marines, agrc(';t1']y to the mode of 
restitution ::!ettled between thl: two Courts." But 
there is no proof of such restitution. The only 
authority relied on to show such a re~litl\1.ion, is 
one recently produced by the London Til_lll"'·. I 
allude to De Koch, vol. 1, page 126. He ",'y,i: 

"The execution of the convention of the :.!t111 
'October, 1790, [the .xootka convention] expe­
'rienced some ditficultic$ which delayed it till 
'1795. They were terminated the 23d of lVIarch 
, of that year, on the spot itself, by the Spanish 
, Brigadier Alavaand the EnglishLieutenantPoara, 
, who exchanged declarations in the bay of Noot· 
, ka j after which the Spanish fort was destroyed j 
'the Spaniards embarkerl, and the English Bag 
, was planted there in sign of possession."* 

De Koch has the reputntion of being accurate; 
but there is certainly one error in his statement. 
There was no such name as Poara in the British 
Registers of that year. He doubtless meant Pierce. 

In opposition to this testimony of a foreign 
writer, we have the assertion, tWIce repeated, of 
the British historian, Belsham, that the Spanish 
flag at N ootka was never struck, and that the place 
was virtually relinquished by Great Britain. t If 

'* See IIistoire Abrli~ee des Traites de Paix, &c. par l'II. 
de Koch, continuli, &". par F. SchocH. 

"L'execution de In com'entioll du 28 Octobre, 1790, 
~prouva. au rcstc, de,; difficulte-- fllilia rctard~rentjusqu'en 
179.'). Elle.'! furellt termin~es Ie :2:j :\1.1r.~ !II· ('eUe anrwe, sur 
les lieu x m~mc", par Ie Brigadit'r E~Jla~Il"I.\lava,et Ie Lieu­
tenant Al'I~11 Jl.~ PIlar:!, qui eChanr:::l'r"tlt d··; declarations dans 
Ie golfe 4k \'(n.tb meme; npres que Ie fort E,;pagnol fut 
rase, les Espil!!no!s s'embarqu~rent, et Ie pavillon Auglais y 
tut plante en signe de possession." 

t" It is certain, nevcrthelcs::, from the mo~t authentic 
subsf'quent informathn. tlLlt til!' Spanish flag flying at the 
fOrt and settlement of :\'outka \\.1.:; never struck, a:ld that 

any restitution was ever made, the evidence must 
he in the pn~session of Great Britain. Seilor 
Quadra, in 1 i~I;J, offered to give Vancouver posses­
sion, rL'~'I'r\'iH~ the rights of sovereignty which 
Spain ]1(1ysc:-;scli. There may have been a restitution 
with sllch re.'-;l'nationj but if there is any evidence 
of a restitution, why has it not been produced by 
the British ne~otiators, or at least referred to? 
Where are the oeclarauolla mentioned Ly De Koch 
as having btcn exchanged? 'Vh y, I repeat, has the 
evidence not been produced? Pl:olJably because, if 
there is any such evidence, it must prove a condi­
tiOlml and not an absolute surrender-such a SUf­

render as she is unwilling to show-a surrender 
reserving to Sf,run her rights of sovereignty. If 
there was a restitution, and she possesses the evi­
dence of it, she probably secretes it, as she secreted 
the map 4Jf the northeastern territory with the red 
line, because it would have been a witness against 
her. When Vancouver went out in 1792, he car­
ried an order from the Spanish Government to the 
commander at the port of St. Lawrence (Nootka) 
to restore the buildings and districts or parcels of 
bnd which were" occupied" by the subjects of 
Great Brit.."lin at N ootka and Port Cox, and of 
"which the English subjects were dispossessed." 
Quadra refused to execute it. No occupation-no 
dispossession was proved. The treaty did not 
name Nootka or Port Cox. Qll:1Jra considered, 
doubtless, the occupation and ui~lJU~:-'l';'.;sion as facts 
to be proved. Though the treaty was absolute in 
its terms, its execution depended on a contingency 
assumed to have happened-a contingency to be 
shown. In the absence of any such proof, we have 
a right to insist on the evidence of it restitution, 
full, formal, unconditional, absolute. Broughton, 
in 1796, says the restitution was made agreeably 
to the mode "settlt:·J between the two Courts. ,t 
This was a mode settled on the reference of the 
subject to the two GoYrrnments after the refusal of 
Uuadra to surrender N ootka to Vancouver. Van­
couYe]", in his Journal, vol. 6, page 118, says that 
0]] tIle 12th September, 1794, Senor Alava told him 
at :\1onterey tliat the matter had been adjusted by 
their resjll'ctiYe Courts" neady on the tenns"wl1ich 
he (Vanl"Jll\'pr) had repeatedly offered to Quadra. 
Even this st-ltement, coming from Vancouyer, 
sho\\'s that there was a new agreement between 
the Courts. 'Vhat was the agreement? We have 
a right to call for its production. 

Such was the practical execution of the first arti­
cle of the Nootka Sound convention. One fact is 
undeniahle. Great Britain never occupied N ootka. 
From 1796 to the present day no attempt has been 

the whole territory has been virtually rf'linquished by Great 
Britain-a measure, however politically expedient, which 
Involves in it a ,t;C\'pcc reflection upon the Minister who 
could pennit::;o insidiou.; an encroachment upon the ancient 
and acknowlp.dged rll!hts of the Crown of Spain."-Bel­
ShHrtl'~ HistenJ oj Great Britain, vol. fI, prtge :1:31-'38. 

'" llllt though England, at the 4~XP4'IJ"C of three millionlol, 
extorted from the Spaniards a promise of re~toration and 
reparation, it is well a."lccrtained,fir~t, that the settlement in 
qlJ!'"tJOll lIever was rt'stored by Spain, nor the SpaniiSh tin; 
at ;'\ontka ever strllf'k; and secondly, that no sNtlement has 
even been subsequcntly attempted by ED!~land on til(' Cali­
fornian coast. The claim of right set up by the Court of 
Lond,on, it h',therefore plai!1, has been virtually abandoned, 

~?~~V~~~:ht~~~dg~et~eBa:f~i~t t~d*:n~~i\~~I;:~~~:,~~e,,~~~o!~!~~ 
('-f':1.p'" some censure for encouraging tl!o .. " \'('xatioU8 en­
cr',m,dlJllcnts on the territorial rights of ~Jlarn."-Belsham" 
ll ... laT'!l oj Great. Brihl.in, vol. 8, .IlPfJendix, page 40, 41. 
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made to reoccupy it by civilized men. Captain Saavadra, and the post was maintained without in .. 
Belcher, a Britisn naval ufficer, visited the plftce in terruption untiI1795.~ By turning to page 336, 
1837, while making u voyage round the world. In volume 2, of Vancouver's J()urnal, a view of the 
his narrative, page 113, vol. 1, he says: Spanish esta~liRhm('nt at Friendly Cove, on Noot· 

" No vestige remains of the settlement noticed ka Sound, WIll be ~'Wf'!l, from a sketch taken on 
'by Vancouver, nor could I discern on the site of the spot by one ofY,ul1'ouver's party, in Septem. 
'the Spanish battery the slightest trace of stones ber or October, Ij~:2. and it exhibits ten roofed 
, employed for buildmg. The chiefs pointed out buildings, with several encll)SllreS of cultivated 
I where their houses stood, and where the potatoes land. It als~ e:x:hibits, totally distinct from these 
I grew, but not a trace remaills of a European." lands and umldlllgs, a cnn' atljninillfT, and a 1'efer-

The third article, besides stipulating for an un- enee to it, statill~- that if inchides "the territorie~ 
molested enjoyment of the right of nn\'i~atin~ and which, in ScptelHlwr. 17~);], W(Jrp. oITcred by Spain 
fishing in the Pacific and South ~l',t'"' and Infilling to be ceded to Great Brit,lin." This was the site 
on the coast, conceded in express terms to the suu- ()C the hut occupied l,y ~leftres, and the Spanish 
jects of both nations the right to fornl settlements commander refused til make a formal and absolute 
In places not already occupied; but this right was surrender to LTn'at Britain of any other land. 
subject to the restrictions of the three following Thus it is establisll('d, by proof Hot to be im­
articles, one of which was to limit its exercise to peached, that the Spaniards were in the occupation 
the parts of the coast, 01' the islands adjacent, of a post at Nootka Sound in 1790, when the con­
north orthe parts already occupied by Spam. It \'(,lItton was lwgl)tintl,d and concluded; and I sub­
had, by the terms of the compact, no application mit, thertfore, whether thia must not be regarded 
whatever to parts of the coast of X,lrth America as the southern)imit vI' the r{'~ion, within which 
south of the places occupied by Spain at the time the rig"ht of formin~ settlements,- recognised or con­
th~ treaty was made. The important question ceded by the cOllyc'ntioll. was to be exercised. 
arIses, what ,vas the most northern point occupied This point wa:-> strenuou"h' ,llld perseverincrly in­
by Spain in 1790? This became a matter of dis- sisted on by Qnadra in i1i,~ iH>~otiation \\'itl~ Van­
~reement between the Spanish and British author- COllver, and ,,,,ith obyioHS i\l~ti,'e. Tn nse Van­
iues at a "Very early day after the ).~,),)tk:t Sound COllver's own languag-e, p,;~c 3~2, 2d volllme oC 
convention was formed. V,U1CIII\Ver /·billlCd not his Journal, Quadra ollsl'n I'd that" Xnotka ought 
only the whole of Nootka Sound, but 0.1"'0 Port 'to be the last or most northwardly Spanish set­
Cox, south of it; and he insisted, tn usc his ()Wll 'tlement; that there the dividing line should be 
phratieology, that "the northernmost spot on the 'fixed, and that from thence to the northward 
'Pacific coast of America, occupied by the SIJ;:l.I1- 'should be li·cc for C"lltraner', USI', and commerce 
'iards previous to the month of lVIny, li~~), \';;'S 'to both parties, rn)lt'nrmahly with the fifth article 
, the Presidio of San Francisco, in latitude 3io 40'." 'of the can vention; that ("~I:llilishments should not 
X uw, it will be observed that an atU·n\pt was made I ' ba formed witllOut perl11i.ssion of the respective 
to give to the Nootka Sound COllY/'ll lion a COIl~ 'Courts, and that the Ell~lish ~hould not pass to 
struction wholly unwarranted hy its terms. V;lll-:' the south of Furn." Such was Quadra's eon~ 
couverendeavored to:fix the month of ~\.pril, l';.":(J, struction of the trcuty;and he uniformly refused to 
as the time when the question of the most northtrll make any fi)rlual surrender of territory or build~ 
occupation of Spain was to he settled. The 1o.n- ing~, excepting the small cove referred to. Noot­
guage of the conn"nti()n, in respect to the rio-ht of 1m ::;ollnd is midway hf'tWC('1l the .J~lth and 50th 
forming settlemenb, is, "north of the parts ~f the parallels of latitude; amI south /,c Illis l,,)int, if 
s.aid coast al!elldy occupied by Spaill;" fixing the Qnadra'~ positi~n '\Tas w~ll taken, GJ'I':l.t nri~ain 
time, accord1l1g to every just rule of constructinll, could cl~lm no rI~h,t by vlrtue of the conventlOn, 
at the date of the treaty, the 28th of October, li!HI. I thoug-h It were stdlll1 force. 
This constructi0!l is 8trengthened by the fact, 11lat That Great Bri.tain would l~aye ha~ th~ right, 
a subsequent artIcle concedes the ri,rht of forminO" under the convent!llll. at any tunc dUrIng- Its con­
temporary establishments on the ~oust of SOllth tinuance, to form a temporary cstablishment on 
Am~rica, south C?f P~l't~ "already occupied" by ~ny part of the l1orth\\:(,~t C(I,l.'-:l, I~orth of the Spu~­
Spam, and referrIng mdlsputably to t~e date of the Ish post at N()l)tka, '~ll! not be d~spl.lt('d; thOll~h It 
treaty. The words" already occupIed" are the would have been suhJcct to the rIght of free access 
~ame in both articles, and they must be considered * Vancl)nn~ ,;;:M~~t N~l~ka SOlll~rl on the 20th May, 
fiS referring to the same period of time. 1793, and found the ~patliards in posses~ion. He says: 

The question then recurs, what was the most. "An olii(·"r was immediately tl('~pat('hed on shore to ac­
northerly point occupied by Spain in October, 1790, quaint ;o'(!j'ior Firlalgo of our arri\·al, and that [,,,"ould salute 
at the conclusion of the treaty ?' ~~~I~O~~::~ 1~~i~~~I!~~\?~~k~~~~~:~~~I:~~~~~~~~.::~;i3 J;::n~~O::I~ 

Martincz, a.~ has been s('ell, toolc possession of 3 .. p:) 
Nootka Sound on the 6th ot" l\T.ty, 1789; and im- '\r~~~o;~~'~r arrived at Nootka ~ound on the 5th or Oeto­
mediately landed materials and cannon for build- ber, li93, and, to U"I' his O\."n WOI d", •.. tlJl' 1l.~llal ceremonies 
ing and arming a fort on a small island, at thE' en ~~~~t~',~;~,I,~'.1 t~~.~;~tf,(,:~I::~I~::~;)II~:~~:::,~:;:.:~"::;ea~~~~~:~~~~ 
trance of Friendly Cove. In November he retnrn- of the post "-Vol. 4, pa~e 2~9, 
ed to St. BIas, and in the spring of 1790 Captain Vancouver arrived at Nootka ~()llnd I)n the 2d September, 
Elisa took his place. A permanent establishment f:~4~ft~~!~U~~~:';lii~~II~'h:;I;I~l'~~~:"~~~~~:J~i~I~I~~l~~g·CO~~ 
was f?~med, vessels were sent out on exploring menced with Quadra,io In12. (In till' 12th November, 1794, 
expedItions; and, during the negotiations between he was infonnerl hyGl"n~ral Alav<l, at Mouterey, wbere they 
Vancouver and Q.uadra in 1792, the Spaniards met, that imtmCtions had hpcn sp.nt to adjust tho matter in 
were in possession of houses and cultivated lands. ~~11~:!1:)~~1;11~ ;~~~::l;~J/~1y ~ff::~do~ ~:fi~:Q~~~~~crn h:e~Ye~: 
Vancouver again found them in possession in 1793, ber,179"2. But of this, as has been seen, there is DO satis­
under Senor Fidalgo, and in 1794, under SefiDI' factory evidencc.-See 6th volume, page 118. 



10 

lind trade reserved to the subjects of Spain. But 
she neglected to assert her right. She formed no 
settlements in pursuance of the convention; and, in 
1796, Spain, by declaring war against her, put an 
end to the treaty, ag-recably to the acknowledged 
principle of internatIOnal law , that the permanence 
of treaty stipulations can only be secured byex­
press agreement, and that without such an agree­
ment they cease to be binding on the occurrence 
of hostilities between the c.ontracting parties, unless 
there is something in the nature of the questions 
settled which is, of necessity, permanent and final. 
Having failed, then, to make any settlernent on the 
coast from 1790 to 1796, all ri;hts cOllcf'Jeu by the 
convention ceased with the declaration of ,,,"ar, 
by \vhich it was terminated. From that time forth, 
Great Britain stood in precisely the same relatioll 
to Spain as though the convention had never been 
formed; and in order to est..'\ulish any claim she 
may advance to territorial rights on the northwest 
COfl:o:t, she must resort to those !l'enerai rules found­
ed upon discovcry and occupation which wcre 
briefly adverted to at the commencement of' my n:­
marks. 

I " ... ill not discuss the question whether thc trea­
ty of the Escurial was revived by the treaty of 
Madrid, in 1814. I consider it put at rest by the 
able argument of the American negotiator, ~lr. 
Buchanan. 

informed by him that he had" been olf the month 
of a river in the latitude of 460 10', where thc out~ 
set or reflux was so Mrt',lt as to prevent his entering 
for nine days." Alld Y,IJl':IIl!Vt'[' adds: "This was 
probably the opening passed by us on thc fore­
noon of the 27th, and was arparently inaccessible, 
not from the current, but from the breakers thot 
extended. acrossit."-Vill. 2, page 43. Notwith­
standing this communication by Gray, Vancouver, 
relyillg on his own examinations, still remained 
of tlw opinion (and he so records it) that, ., if nny 
inlet ur river should be found, it must be a vcry in­
tricate OI1C, and illLl,,(,l':-::"able to v('~~(.'i" of our bur­
den, owing to the rctC", hwken water," &.c.; and 
he concludes that he was" tJlOl'oughly convinced" 
that he could "not possibly have passed any safe 
navigable npt:lling, kl.rbor, or place of securIty for 
shipping till this coast, from Cape l\1endocino to 
the promontory of Classct," the entrance of the 
Stuut of Fuca.-VoI. 2, pages 58 and 59.:11: 

"'The !i,lloWIJ!!! extracts from Vallcouver's "o}age illus­
trate IIllln' rull~ Uu~ posilions assumed in the t(').(; 

"On (ll(' .~(llltlJ ~ide of this promontory was tile apJ?ear­
ance of an IIIii'I or small river, the land belund not mdi­
cating it to 1)(' of any gn':ltt').kntj nor did it seem a('ensi­
hie fur Yr'~"ds of our iJurden, as the breakers 1'.\I"lIrll'd 
from the above POifll two ur three Jrllit's into the oceall, UlltJl 
they joill<.'d those on the beach nf'arly four ka~ue,; further 
,;O~\I:i'~'bef~'ta~:s"~:~~ i~~~~~(i~,.\"UL J, pagc 34, 

Let me now reyert to the progress of discovery "Tll€ sea hall u!)w changed from its natural to rin'r-
and exploration, which I was brieR y sketchill ~,and ~~~~~~dl~\~~tCt~l~ t~l~y~r~~·~~:~o c~I~:~~~~~c~o o~~n~ll~rt~tr~~~~: 
which wus interrulltt.'d by the evenl::; of the).; (lotka lhrOlu:..:iJ til,' la.\\' laud. 1\<lt con",illertng: thi~ npenill~ worthy 
Sound controversy. of lIlore attentIOn, I cominllild our pur~uit," &c.-IfJW. 

In 1789, the American sloop 'Va:sllill~tnn, com- "The severallar;:p rivers and capacious lIIh·!..,; that have 
manded by Captain Gray, Wl10 al'!l'}'\\'ard,..; tl!scov- g~~~'l~{'~~~~:~~r~i~'~III~~~~~ri:~t~~~f~~~~r:ltf~~r~l~~I~f t~~r~Cli!~~ 
ered the C,J\lIlubia river, entered and 8aiicd fifty tlJlk, w"re rf'duced to brooks imuflj,'u'llt lor our w'"",'ls to 
miles in the ~trait of Juan de FU'''1.. I\!l'ares, in hal'I!!:lt", or to bays iuu[Jphcable, a::; harllOrs, for rdittlllg-," 
his narrative, describes a Ynyag~ by the '" ashing- _[1./,1., pa:.u' 411. 
ton entirely thl'llugh the strait tn the north of the ., ,/I- [( ·al.II.J11i (;mrJ ilkf'\'·i.~(' informed them of IIi,,; hav-
islands of' Quadra and Vancoun~}', and thence into ~~~~~'~f~~;I~J~t~~J/~t~Oru~~~~xa,,~~~"\r,}~t~~~~~~t~~cp~~,~~~t ~~I~ 
the Pacific. If such a \"ny~~(' was ever made, it e.ntering for nine ~ays, This wa..; probably the openillg' 
must hm'e been under Cal't;lill Kl'lltiri('k , who was, pa::;"ed !J.~' us on til«:; lorenoon of tlle 27th, and \Va,.; appal'elJtly 
at another period, in the command of that \'{'sst.:!; maeces:-ILJle, not lrom the current, lJut from TilL.: t-rcakcrs 
for Gra r ' when he met V ~ ncon yel' in Ii!I:] 1 said it that extended acrOf-S it."-Jl,id., pa~e 4J. 
was lint made by himself. But, be this as it may, it "The thick, rainy weather permitted u" 10 H't' little of the 
is (cl'Lain that the ,,, tllihington was the first \'l'~H'1 fi~~.nJ!'~i \\·;::;~!J\\~::'~~~::eC::t~~I~~~Oe;~~~'~!~i~J.'//I'II\ ~:~, C;;~~~ 
which penetratt':d the strait I 'crout! its mouth anlT doel~lo, wa~ firm alld compact, wilhout any fllWlltUg Illto 1I1e 
its discovery by De Fuca. A :-;u!lsequcllt exami- I1H:Jhterranean sea, as stated, in latitude 470 45'; orthe least 
nation was made ill 179U, as Itic:h as 5UO, by order ~rp:r~~~n~~ ~:~_,~:~t~' ~~'~'I'(~~~fn~~r~%~,\~lt\~ls~~~~~;ttll~;~t~U~~ 
of the Spanish commander at Xootka Sound; so that p L!' 'r l.J I tI Itt d .. h 
that its shores were well lmown in their general man;. ··~·h~~.:~:;:gc ~~~ ILl\"(: IOU!; I 1 c.'''pc Icnt to JUI1IlS 
outlines before the examinations made by Van- VaneoU\'er statr's that his inquiries had hN'n lately em-
conver two ycar:-: aften .... ards. ployt>d Ullder the most favorable cireUfllstanee::; of wind and 

. In ] "7~I'!, VanrOUyer arriyed on the northwest ~~~~~:I:;~rI :reatt~een s':ad~~d ~,O{!t~lIl:nc~('t~I:.e~r~~or;:I~~~ 
CO.:'1.st, with instructions to examine and survey tlOIlI.'U ~.h()uld, from the latitude he a.:"i[!lwu to it, bave ex­
the whole shore of the Pacific from thc 35th to th'e I,.;tellcc 111 the bay south of Cape fll';qll"'II,lm"III. 'I'his we 
60th parallel of latitude, aud particularly to exam- rJ?-;~~.rli~rC:~~ ~~~,~~o~I~I~~·(:.h;;I'~;{,\IJ~~:I~~' ~su~t~~n ao~~ce:;~~~ 
ine "the supposed Strait of Juan de Fuca," tncate one, and lII;'H"(',·.~~J!dl' to wssels of our burden 
"through whIch the slollj' 'Vashillgton is report- ('\\IJl!.! t~ the reefs alHl LJr"k"11 water which then appcan'd 
ed to have passed in 17,~~', and to have come out lfl Its W'I:.;ltLJ',riJ()II(i. Mr. (;ray stated that he had been sev­
again to the northward of Nootka, " He passed the ernJ £1.1)"" attempting to ,'jJ!i r it, which he wag unable to 
mouth of the Columbia river, '''''hich he considered effect. III consequence of a very btrong outlet. This is a 
as an opening undeserv~ng of" more attention," rvhheenr~I~~~~n a~~~~I:tst~f~~J~~lu~~l'~~ ~~ ai~car:;g:.!t Ctra::~ 
and came to the concluslOn that, between the 40th are corresponding tides s~Uing in. Be that, howevei as it 
and 48th parallels of latitude the riYers which had may, I was thoroughly convinced, as were abo rno;t per-
b d 'b d " d d" (I h' sons of observation on board, that we could not po':~llJly 

een e~~n e we~e re H.ce use lS own have passed any safe nangable openlfl~, harbor, or place of 
wor,ds) to brooks l!1suffic.lent for our Tessels to secunty for shIPPing on thiS C038t, from Cape Mendoclflo 
naVl~ate, or to bays mapphcable, as harbors, ~'r to the prom,?n~ory of Classet; nor had we any reason to 
refittmO'." On the 2!Jth of April, he met Cad'tain alter our OpinIOns, notwithstanding that theorctical geog­
G !;> th h' ell;' fBI raphers have thou"ht proper to a~sert In that .:pace the 

ray, In e s Ip 0 urn la, rom oston, an was eXistence ofanns oftl.1e ocean commu~ieatingwi~th a rt..edi-
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Only eight days after parting with Vancouver, 
Gray discovered Bulfinch's HarbOl> betVleen the 
mouth of the Columbia and the 8trnn ,)f 1'\[('(1, atilt 
remained three days in it. On the 11 t h IHn Y, 17~1'2, 
the day after he left Bulfineh's Harbor., he :-:aw, to 
use his own words, "lhe entrance or our desireu 
port," and in a few hours was anchored in "a large 
river of fresh water," as he terms it, to which he 
gave the name of the ColumbIa. He l'emained in 
the river nine days, and sailed, as he states, more 
than twenty miles up the channel from the bar at 
its entrance. Thus was verified the conjecture of 
Heeeta, who, seventeen years \ll'fprl'; saw an 
opening in the co~st, which on the Spanish 1l1tl.pS 
was called the nver St. Roc. l\l~',lres and Van­
couver had assertell, in the most positive mnnner, 
their conviction that no such ri\""er existed j yet 
when the fact was clearly ascertained by Captain 
Gray, who had given caples of his chal't~ to Quad­
ra, the Spanish commander at Nootka, Vancouver, 
having procured copies from the latter, sent Lieu· 
tenant Broug'hton to examine the river, and take 
formal possession of it. Broughton not only per­
formed both these services, but, for the purpose of 
earning for himself the reputati,)n of a discoverer, 
he labored, in his account of his experhtion, to 
rob Captain Gray of the merit of discovering the 
river, by the unworthy dn-ice of drawing a dis­
tinction between the bay in which it deboucheR 
and the upper part of the stremn Public opinion 
has rejected this unmanly attempt; and Captain 
Gray is admitted by all fair~minued men to have 
been the first person who entered the river and 
solved the doubt which had long prevailed with 
regard to its existence, \,,·hile Vancouver, tw('lve 
days before the discovery, had not hesitated to 
deny, on the stren2'th of his own personnl ('XnJl1-

ination, made "ul)der the most favorable cir­
cumstances of wind and weather," to use his own 
language, that no such great river ex.isted. This 
attempt on the part of Broughton 1S the more 
unmanly, from the fact that he actually entered 
the mouth of the Columbia with the aid of Gra v's 
chart. I am disposed to acquit Vancouver, in a 
great degree, from all participation in the odium of 
this act. The account of the exam!ll.tlion of the 
Columbia by BrollO"hton, contained in Vallf~01\\"pr's 
!ournnl, though i; the language of the latter, i~, 
In fact., a report made by Broughton, the com­
mander of tile party, as may he ;:;i'!.'l1 IJY rct~:,rhl('1' 
to the Journal, volume 3, rtl.~e R.~. Van,~on\"f'r 
more than once recognises Gray distinctly as the 
discoverer of the Columbia. At page 388, volume 
2, he expresses the hope that he rnay be ahle, in 
his route to the southward, to "re-examine the 
coast of New Albion, and particularly a river and 

terr:t.nf"an sea and extensive rivpr.;;, with safe and conve~ 
nicnt ports. These idea", not derived from any source of 
suh.,:tantial information, have, it j.:; milch to be ff'ari'd, h('cn 
adopted for the sole purpose of giving' unlimitpd credit to 
the traditions and exploits of an(,ient foreiglleri'l, and to un~ 
dervaluc the laborious and enterprising exertions of our own 
countrymen in tbe noble science of discovery,"-Ibid., 
page 59, 

Captain Gray, it appC'ar.o:, had also made dj<::covcries as 
bigh as thp- northrrn boundary of the territory in dhputf', 
and evcn beyond it, Vancouver says: "He had al~o £'n· 
tcrcd another inlet to the northwaru, in latitude 54" 30', in 
which he had sailed to thf' latitude of .')6", .without discover­
ing its termiMtion,"-lbid., page 43. 

This was probably what is now Imown as the Portland 
r.anal. I have not alluded to this fact in the text, though it 
rests on Vancouver's report of Gray'a statement. 

a harbor discovered by Mr. Gray, in the Colum­
bia, between the 46th and 47th de~recs of north lat­
itude, of which :--;l'ii.or o.uadra hatf'favored me with 
a slH,teh." At pag-e 3~3, same volnme, he says 
he dil'e('.ted that ~'l\tlr. )Vhidbey, taking one of the 
Discovery's boat!':, should. proceed in the Dredalus 
to examine Gray':-: Harbor, said to be situuted in 
latitude 460 5:~', whibt the Chatham and Discov­
ery explored the river Mr. Gray had discovered in 
the latitude of 4fiO 10' . " 

The explorations of V anCOl\\rer, though they re­
sulted in a minute and critical examination of the 
shores of the Strait of Fu('a, led to the dis(',overy 
of no new tcrritorYi and it is a singular fact, that 
while this naval offi~cr of Great Britain, himself 
an accomplished navigator, furnished with all the 
lHf'all:'1 of making scientific investigations, was pur­
suing the examinations which were the great pur­
pose of his expedition, Captain Gray, in a trading 
\'I'~~c1, and in the prosecution of conllnercial ob­
jects alone, discovered the only two important 
0p~'llings, the Colurnbia river and Bulfinch's Har­
hoI', on the northwest coast, from the 4Uth to the 
4Nth paralld of latitude, where Vancouver, afler 
Ill!' lll();;.t (TLtical survey, had discovered none. 

It is indeed an extraordinary circumstance that 
the existence of' all the ereat inlets in the coast, to 
which Great Britain no,v lays claim on the ground 
of discovery, was strenuously denied by the navi­
gators in her pHblic, service, until those mlets were 
discovered and made known by others. 'Ve have 
seen what Vancouver said in relation to the coast 
between thc 4Uth all(1 -!Kl h parallels of latitude. On 
the 22d of March, ]j7~, Captain Cook was in lati­
tude 4t:!0 15', ill~j,cctillg the coast. The promonto­
ry ofClasset, (II" Cape Flattery, as he denomina­
ted it,) the southcm cape at the entrance of the 
Strait of Juan Jc FlI!',I, was in full view, and but 
a few miles distant. Ht'ar what he says in rela­
tion to the strait: 

" It is in this very latitude where we now were 
, that !!;cog-raphers have placed the pretended Strait 
'of Jl1-an de Fuca. But we saw nothing like it; 
, nor is there the least probability that any such 
, thing' f'\·cr existed. "-Cook's Third Voyage, vol. 
2, p. 263. 

X()\'.", however, Great Dritain claims the whole 
strait and the adjt)ining' country hy Vancouver's 
discovery, thol1~h, he him3elfadmits (as we shall 
see) that the Spanmrds had surveyed and mapped 
a portion of it before he arri\'ed on the northwest 
coast. 

In the letter of the British Plenipotentiary, Mr. 
Pukenhum, or the 29th of July last, the following 
passage will be founll at page 67, documents ac­
companyin~ the President'S Message: 

"In 1792, Vancouver, who had been sent from 
, EJlO"land to witness the fulfilment of the above­
'nlf~tioned enza.~ement, [the restitution of build­
'ill~:", &,~., at Nootka, whieh, as has already been 
'seen, were not to be found,1 and to effect a survey 
'of the northwest coast, departin~ from Nootka 
'Sound entered the Strait8 of Fuca; and after 
'an UCCUl'ate survey of the coasts anrl inlets. on 
, both side."!, di:"Govercd u passage northwards mto 
'the Pacifir., by whic.h ~)e returne~ to Noot1.<a, 
'having thus c1rcumnavl~ated the Island which 
, now be,ll's his name. And here we have, as far 
, a3 reIatf'8 to Vancouver's Islund, as complete a 
, case of discovcry, exploration, and settlement, as 
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, can well be presented, giving to Great Britain, in his arrival, by his own acknowledgment, had ex­
, any arrangement tlwt may be made with regard amincd the Strait of Fuca to a point north of that 
, to the territory in dispute, the strongest possihle parallel; and by turning to page 249, vol. 2, it will 
, claim to the exclusive possession of the Island." he seen that, on parting with Sefior Gal}ano, the 

To repel this assumption, the grounds of which latter rurni.shed him with" a copy of hIS survey 
the distinguished British Ple!llpnten!i;lJ"y appears and other particulars rt·lative to the inlet of, the 
not to have sufficiently investi~,\t,'d. :\fr. Dilchanall sen, which contained also that part of the nelgh­
briefly referred to previous examillatlollS by the borino' coast extending northwestward from the 
Spamanls, I now proc~l'd to show, Ill' Vancouver Strait~ of De Fuca, hf'vulHl ~'H}tka, to the latitude 
himself, that the assumption is entirely unsustained of ;')1)0 3' , longitude :13';20 48' ." 
by the facts. 'Vlmf, then, becomes of this comph~te "casp. of 

In the first place, let me correct an error into discovery, exploration, and ~ettlemtnt," in respect 
which Mr. Pal{enham has tltllen at the outset, in to Uuallra and Vancou\l'I"::; Island, and the Strait 
saying tItat Vanc-ouver, "departing from Nootkn of Fuca! It i,-,: ]H'lIyed by Vancouver himst'lf 
Sound," surveyed the Straits of Fuca, circumnavi- that the Spalliards had partially Rurveyed Rnd 
gated the island which bears his name, and then mapped. the shores of the strait as high as 50C a 
returned to Nootka. Sir, Vancouver had never yen I' before he arrived on the coast: ~nd if we 
seen N ootlm Sound when he surveyed the Straits turn to his Journal, vol. :], page 339, It Will be seen 
of Fuca. He entered the straits on the 29th that Galiano and Valdes arrived at Nootka on the 
April,theevcnillgofthedayhe lllt:tCaptainGray, 1st of September, three days after him, by a 
and proceeded immediately to survey them, as may "route through Queen Charlotte's Sound," round 
be seen by his Journal, vol. 2, pru;es 40 and 52. the northern point of the island, " to the southward 
He arrived at Nootka till' the first time on the :it'lll of that which we had navigated," and of course 
of August, four month .... afterwanls-pao-e :1:34, following its shores more closely than he. "The 
sarne volume. This correction is only lm'l\ortant ~trongest possible claim to the exclusive posses­
as repellinE!;" the inference which might have been sion of the island," to use Mr. Pakenham's lan­
drawn from the fact, if it had been as stated by gl\(I~f', is not, therefore, as he asserts, in Great 
Mr. Pakellham, that V,U1CIIIlHr had been preVl- Britain; but, as shown by Vancouver himself, it 
ously established at NI11'lka, and had departed was in Spain then, and is in us now. 
from it, as from a regular station, on a voyage of But, sir, I have a word to say in relation to the 
exploration to the Straits of Fuca. whole subject of Vancouver's explorations. 

But there are more important errors to be cor, It would seem that the Spaniards, in the autumn 
reeted. of 1793, had become di~trustful of Vancouver's 

While Vancouver was snrveyin,g' the Strait of oLjeets in the survey of the northwest coast. At 
Fuca, and the extensive inland waters counected the bay of St. Francisco, although he had every· 
with it, Galiano and Vahle,';, two Spanish officers, where before been treated with a civility by the 
sent out from ~nntk[l Sound, ,,-ere l'1l.!:!"ag-ed in the Spaniards, for which his Journal abounded in ex· 
same service. The two parties met 011 the 22d of pressions of gratitude, he was suhjected to restric­
June, about the middle of the strait, near Point tions, which he denominates" unexpected, l1ngra· 
Gn'y, above Frazer's rin'l', and proceeded to- ciolls,nnd degrading-." On his arrival at Mon­
gf·tllel' northerly, uniting their labors, and sur- terey on the 1st of November, the Spanish com­
veying its shores to a point near the extremity of mander, Arrillaga, declined holding any verbal 
the Island of Ql1adra and Yarwnuyer, between the communication with him, but addressed to him 
50th and the 51st de~re~ of north latitude, where questions in writing as to the oLjects of his voyage; 
they separated. And here I desire to ('a!! the special to which Vancouver promptly replied-
attention of the Sell ate to the Journal nfYuncou\,er, " That the voyage in which we were engaged 
who states that Senor Galiano, who spoke a little 'was for the general use and benefit of mankind, 
English, informed him u that they had arrived at 'and that, under these circumstances, we ought 
N ootka on the 11 th of April, from whence they had 'rather to be considered as laboring for the good 
sailed on the 5th of this month," (June,)" in order 'of the world in general, than for the :lllyal'ta~r: of 
to complete the exam illation of this inlet, which 'any particular soverei~n, and that the CHurt of 
had, in the preceding- year, been partly surveyed 'Spain would be mor-e early informed, and as 
by some Spanish officers, whose chart they pro- 'much benefited by my labors, as the kingdom of 
due.ed." Observc, sir, the inlet (i. e. the Strait 'Great Britain. "-Vol. 4, p. 309."" 
of Fuca,) about latitude 500, partly surveyed and ------------=--------­
mapped a year before Vancouver came on the *~he correspondence between Vancouver and Senor 
coast. Yancouver then continues, (p 210, \". 2:) I ~rnllaga, as reported by the form,'r, thou!!h too I?ng to he 

, "~ cant lOt av.)~tl aclmnw!l'u!;illg' that, on thi~ ?c- ~~~~~d c~~~~: ~~ ~~I ~~~~\~: ~g~;'~~~d;:;'~, ~a:ddi~~ Vp~~= 
cas.lOn, ~ expe,nenced no small degree of morttfi-I [lann~ to state his reasons for having entered the_porL" un­

, catton, In findmg the external shores of the gulf der lilt,; govt:rnment, when, a.q .he say!', "he ~senor Arril-

: h~d been "isite~1 and already examine~ a Ie"" I ~~~a~~~j~g;'!n~~~lt~;:\r[Co~:d~~I~ ~ri~~~~' ~~rre~~g;:gc~~~ 
, miles 1;Jeyond \\ here my rese~rches dunng the hy which mode he con("f'iw'd matters would he more fully 

excuT.slOll had extended., making t~e I,and 1 had I pxplain~d." In ~he aft~moon a Spanish officer went on 
, been III doubt about, an Island j contmulllO- nearly board \ aneou~er's vessel, and delIvered him two letters 
'in the same direction about four leaguesOfurther from the S,!aJllsh ('omma~dant. "~he tenor of these let-
e than had b~en seen by us, and by the Spaniards ~~~\.~~~!~iO~a\~~~U\~~:~o~cI1~ri~·~ia ~~~t:~c~r~~ ~~~n~~ 
, named Funda, [Feveda.]" expect when I \'Isiwd him at the Presidio I was reduced to 

By turning back to page 204, vol. 2, it will ap- the n(,(,~~i"ity o~!'cndin::!: him ~e next day (Salurday, the 2d) 
pear that Vancouver's examination terminated at a fu~1 e'planatJOn ,of the objects of our VOyagf~ and of tI~e 
5006' th 1 ft d th th S '.~ b r ~o.bve8 tlmt had mduced me to enter the POI'UI under hlS 

nor a 1 u e; so at e palllru-us, elore Jun"dlctiuIl.: 1 The substance of this explanation is given in 
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Here is the confession of Vancouver himself, 
that there was no intention of interfering with the 
territorial rights of Spain, and that 111) :'\H','ial ad­
,'anlages were sought for by Great Britaill. It is 
the highest evidence, the evidence of cotempora­
neous exposition, agaim;l the claims of the Eriti~h 
Plenipotentiary, and it demolishes the whole fabric 
of the British title, so far as it is built on Van­
couver's explorations. 

While on this part of the subject, I desire also 
to call the attention of the SCllal;' tIl the manner in 
which the Oregon qu{'stion has heen dis('tlSECd in 
the British Parliament by some of the most distin> 
guished members of both branches of that hotly. 
I wish to ~o so, for the purpose of correcting great 
inaccuracles, and also for the purpose of show in:; 
how imperfectly the subject appears to be under­
stood by those \\'ho, from their ele\'nted positions, 
are under the strongest moral obligations to pos­
sess themseh'es of the truth, in order that the pub­
lic mind of Great Britain may not be misled and 
inflamed on their high authonty. 

In the House of Lords, on the 4th of Aprilla.!, 
immediately after the reception of the Pres;:ident',s 
inaugural speech, the subjed was brou~ht forward 
by the Earl of Clarendon, not in the u~-llal form of 
a call on her Majesty's lVJinisters for informatioll, 
but in pursuance of a notice which he had given 
on the preceding day of his design to invite the 
attention of the House to the question. In the 
course of his remarks, he undertook to give a 
eketch of the claims of Great Britain and the Uni­
ted States to the territory of' Oreg-on. I shall, in 
respect to the ~ormer, quote his own words from 
the London Times, a source to which we may 
confidently look for an accurate report of his lord­
ship's remarks. I shall confine myself strictly to 
the question of title in all I have to say in refer­
ence to these debates, avoiding carefully all u1lu· 
sion ~o the o~cnsi\"e language with which they 
were m some lllstances connected: 

tt In the first place, my Lords, if priority of dis­
'covery could constitute title, our claim would 
'be unqu€stionaLle; for Sir Franl'i;:: Drake, ""hen 
'he first visited that country in 1 ;,),j,"::;:, found all the 
'I~D~ uJ?appropriated, and took possession of it, 
, gIVing It the utle of New Albion. I do not mean 
'to say that this constitutes a claim; but owing, 
, subseqllently, to a seizure of British vessels at 
'Nootka, and to a dispute which arose in cOllse­
, que!1ce, it was arranged by the treaty of the 1:....;. 
t curial thilt the subjects of the contracting parties 
'should not be molested in fishing and makin~ 
'settlements in parts not hitherto occupi('d. In 
, 1792, the country adjacent to the Columbia river 
'was taken possession of bv Cook, and was ('X­

'plored in 1813 by the Northwestern Company, 
'now called the Hudson Bay Company, who es­
'tablishcd themselveR in Port St. George, under 
'the government of British Jaws, continuing- to 
'the pre~ent day, and beino- the first estaLlish­
'ment in that country of a lawful and national 
, character, and recognised as such by foreign 
, States." 

the extract in the text, denying the inter:tion nf lahoJing 
"for the advantage of any particular sovcreij:(n. J

' Anll it 
was !w satisfactory that, as Vancollvpr Bay~, "On MOJHlar, 
the 4th, I received a letter from Senor Arrillaga in rr~ply to 
my letter, in which he was pleased to compliment me upon 
my ingenuousncES," &.c. 

In the paragraph I have read, there are nume­
rous crUll'S in the staterncnt of Cacts, and I must 
ask the indulgence of the Senate while I point 
some of them out. 

1. Sir Francix Drake arrived on the northwest 
rnast of AIllNica ill IS79, and 110t in 1558, a~ sta­
ted by Lord Clarf'ndnn, making a difference of 
t\'lenty-one r('~rs in point of time. If this error of 
dntr, which nH'~' pn~c;ibly be typographical, were 
the only nl1<', I should not h"1\"(' troubled the ;Scllate 
with filly ref('rt'nrf' to it. Bnt there are graver 
mi~:lpprehensions ill this stali'lIWllt. It will be 
seen, that thou:.;,h Lord ('lnrt"IHlflll d!)h~ not ven­
ture to rc~'\' to ~il' Francis Drake's visit to the 
northwest roast as constituting a title of itself, he 
presents it as evidence of" prillrity of discovery." 
Sir, that na\'igRtor ('an, in 110 just sense, be said to 
iI:I\'C visited the disputed territory of which Lord 
Clarendon W[lS srt'aking-. The territory commences 
at the 42d parallel of latitude, and runs north t9 
5-10 40' . Sir Francis Dral{c landed at 38°. He 
sailed nlong the coaRt north of this parallel, accord­
ill~ to the be~t authoritit·s, only as high as 43°. Nor 
can his visit, in any jll.-..:t sense, be regarded as a 
discoypry. The 1'0Hntry, includin!?; the bay of St. 
Franci~co where he landed, was rreviol1~ly known. 
It had been seell thirty years before as high as the 
43c1jlar,11I!·! by FeITI:lll, who was sent out by the 
Vi(,f'l'I1\, oj' :\f('xi,',)~ 11)1' the express purpof'le of ex­
ploring and extending the dominion of Spain over 
it; and it was taken pns."1 .~"lon of at or near the 
very point w\lI'l'{' fh,Il\:(' landed, and at vario?s 
others, lon~ llf'f,)r(' tIll' ({In'('rnment ofGre~.t BrIt­
ain rbimed any rig-ht of pos:":tssion, g.r~wUlg out 
of this pretended discovery, and the VISlts of her 
nt\\'i:;:\tqrs to the northwest coast. 

Drc;id(':.o:, Drake's expedition was in the ~ature 
of a piraticalcnterpri:--f', and not an e~terpflse of 
legitimate \,,'arfare. England and .Sllam ,~ere at 
rrllCf'. It is tl'llf', the 1\\"0 ~O\,('J'f'l~nc;, Ehza~eth 
[lild Philip, ,nre engaged in sf'r~et pl?ts agaUlst 
each other-the former bv fomentll1g dIsturbances 
ill the Low Countries, an"d the latter by setting on 
foot rchrllions in Ireland; but it was several years 
later her-Ire these jntrigu~s br~ke.out into the open 
hostility, of which the chief IIlcldent ,\~as the de­
stnldion of the in\'in('ihle Armada. (SIr, the con­
tr.ldil'tilln of terms is the work of history, not 
lllllle.) Yl'! EUzabeth, after Drake's return to 
Ell~tllld, on the application of ~he Spanish ambas­
sndnr I'omplaining of his piracle~, restored. a po~­
tion of the booty he had taken, and ,by tlus .r~Sh­
tution admitted the unlawfulness oflus expedItIOn. 
It is only necessary to look int~ HUlne to see in 
what li~ht it has alwav." been Viewed by the eye 
of leg-itim<lte history. 'Sir, it should nee.d some 
boldness, one would think, to set up ~ ciann even 
to " priority of discovery "on the baSIS of a trans­
action like this. 

2. Lord Clarendon states that the country adja­
cent 10 the C!lluml1ia river \\'a:q taken possession of 
in 1792 by Cal)t<1in CfHlk, Sir, Cart~in Co~k nev~r 
SftW the Columbia river, or landed In the Immedl­
ately-adjacellt country. His visit \Va::; to Nootka 
Sound, on the island of Q.uadra and ~nncouver, 
Reparated from the continent by the Stratt of Fuca. 
His voyaae is rd~'rred by Lord Clarendon to the 
year 1ig2~ It was, in fart, made in 1778\ fourteen 
years before the Columbia river was entered or 
even certainly known to exist. Ten years after 
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Cook's voyage to .t~e coast, Meares, on ,:vhose ex­
plorations the BrttIsh Government partIally rests 
Its title, reported he could say with certainty, no 
such river as the St. Roc (the Columbia) eXIsted. 
Four years later still, Vancouver, after a most 
careful examination of the coast, came to the same 
conclusion, as we have seen. Sir, Lord Claren­
don evidently confounded the voyage of Cook with 
that of Vancouver, without an accurate reference 
to either. 

3. It is equally erronrous to say, that the N orth­
west Company explored the country in 1813, and 
established themselves in Port St. George. Ex­
plorations had been made, first by Lewis ana Clarke, 
military officers in the service of the United States, 
and then by Thompson and others, in the service 
of the British and American Fur companies. But 
no particular explorations, I believe, were made 
in the year referred to. The stock and property 
of the American Company at Astoria were sold to 
the Northwest Company in that yearj but the 
place was restored to the United States in 1818, 
and no attempt was made by the Government of 
Great Britain to extend its laws over any part of 
the territory until 1821, eight year::> after the time 
at which Lord Clarendon represents Astoria as 
being under the government of British laws, hav­
ing the character of a national establishment of 
Great Brit.:'lin, and H'(,(Ig'lllsed as such by foreign 
nations. Sir, it has never possessed such a nation­
al character, or been so recognised. If his lord­
ship had taken the trouble to lnol< at the statement 
of the British commissioners, (Messr~. Huskisson 
and Addington,) in 1826, he would have found 
they distinctly denied that il was a "national pos­
session" or a "military post" ill the hands of the 
Americans; and theyendeayored to show by ar­
gument that it was not such in the hands of the 
Northwest CnnlJ'~1l1Y after its purchase. Its res­
toration to us in l~l,~ is incompatible ,\lith the as­
sumption that it has such a national character now. 
The assumption is equally inconsistent with the 
conditions of the treaties between Great Britain 
and the United States, which virtually preclude 
such an exclusive exercise. of I"llyer{'i~ntv on her 
part as to give any establishments m-ade by her 
subjects a character of nationality. Nay, sir, it 
is lIlconsistent with the claims of Great Britain 
herself, whose commissioners, in lH~6, expressly 
renounced all pretensions to a ri;;ht ot' exclusive 
sovereignty over any portion of the Oregon terri­
tory. It IS difficult to fancy a paragraph of as 
many words so replete with error as the one on 
which I am commenting. 

I regret to say that the subject was presented to 
the House of Commons with, if possible, still 
greater misrepresentations, and from an equally 
distinguished source; though I might not have felt 
myself called on to notice them, but for their con­
nexion with the incidents I have been examinin!!, 
and particularly the question of title. ~ 

The subject was introduced into the House of 
Commons by Lord John Russell, much in the 
same manner as it was presented to the House of 
Lords-not in the shape of a call for information, 
but .i~ the nature of a protest against some of the 
posluons ta~en by the President in his inaugural 
speech. ThIS gentleman is a distinguished mem­
~er of the 'Vhig party, a member of a former ::\Iin­
",try. and was recently called on by her Majesty 

to form another, but did not succeed. I will now 
read to the Senate that part of his lordship's re~ 
marks which relates to the discovery of the Co· 
lumbia river, one of the principal ~istor~cal facts 
on which the United States rest their claIm to the 
Oreg-on territory: 

"·Now, it appears that Captain Vancouv.er was 
, sent out by the British Government to discover 
'the line of coast, and to take po::;srssion of cer~ 
, lain parts laid down in his instructions; and here 
'we come to another part of the claims of the 
'United St.:'\tes-to a part of their claims where 
, they put in their claim to discovery upon a trans­
e actlOn which I will now proceed to relate. It ap­
'pears that a merchant vessel, called the C~lum­
'bia, under a Captain Gray, discovered an mlet, 
, which was supposed to be an inlet of a river. It 
'arpears that, after some days, in the month of 
']\tIny, 1792, passed partly at anchor, and rartly 
, in endeavoring to ascert.:'\in the limits of that bay, 
, this vessel sailed nut again into the Pacific ocean. 
'There is a very clear account given by Captain 
'Gray, the commander of that vessel, that, 'after 
, some days,' he says, 'we thought we had found 
'a channel, Lut fimnd we were mistaken. There 
, is no channel in the part which we endeavored to 
'penetrate, and therefore we must return.' Short­
'lyafter this, Captain Vancouver arrived on the 
'coast. He not only went into the same inlet, but 
, he sent his lieutenant-a Lieutenant Broughton­
, to discover the river, and to go in a boat to a dis­
I t.:'\nce up the river. Lieutf'nnnt Brol1~htnn was 
'more successful than Captain Gray. He actually 
'discovered the entrance of the Columbia river. 
, He went up it in his boat several days, to the dis­
t tance, I think, of some 90 or 100 miles. He dis~ 
'covered the territory surrounding it. I twas 
, agreed that the river should be called by the name 
, of Columbia, and Lieutenant Broughton returned 
'to his ship. But Cuptain Vancouver took pos­
'~f'ssion or that river, the coast adjacent, and the 
, N ootka Sound, in the name of his Majesty the 
I King of England. (Hear, hear.) Then, sir, there 
'was something of valid title." 

I confess it was with equal regret and surprise 
that I read this statemcnt of a transaction which 
has become matter of history, and in respect to the 
facts of '"hich there is no reasonable ground for 
serious misconception. I have looked in vain for 
the quotation Lord John Russell professes to make 
from Captain Gray. There is no such statement 
in the only account which I have seen given by the 
latter of the discovery of the Columbia river-the 
certified copy of his log in the St.1.te Department. 
His lordship goes on to state that Vancouycr shortly 
after arrived on the coast, and not only went into 
the inlet, but sent in Lieutenant Brou2;hton, "who 
actually discovered the entrance to the Columbia 
river." Now, the Senate " ... ill observe that, in or­
der to sustain this most unauthorized assumption, 
almost all the important facts relating to the dis­
covery of the C ,lumbia river-facts shown by Van­
couver's own Journal-are kept out of view: tIle 
meeting of Gray with Vancouver on the 29th 
April, 1792, five months previously, near the Strait 
of Fuca; the information given by Gray to the lat­
ter of the discovery of the river, and of his unsuc­
cessful attempts to enter it; the incredulity of Van­
couver, and his continued conviction that no such 
river existed; the return of Gray to the ri,'cc, his 
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success in entering it; the arrival of Vancouver at Sir, we may excuse illogical deductions from ad .. 
Nootka, where he obtained copies of Gray's charts mitted data; we may look with indulgence on dir­
left with Quudra, by the aid of which, Vancouver ferences of opinion in regard to the same facts, 
was enabled to find the stream, and senu up his lieu· knowing, as we do, our liability to be biased by 
tenant, Broughton, to explore it. I say, sir, all prrjndice or by too partinl views of personal or 
these material facts are suppresscd-I trust not in- national intcre~t. But for an omission of essential 
tentionally-to sustain t~e unfounded assumption cirellmstancC':-l in the discussion of an important 
that Broughton was the discoverer of the Columbia. national question-a discllsion entered upon volun­
But it is wort~);'" of rC!f1ark that 1\11'. Fnkoner, a tarily ftH' the purpose of enlightening the public 
respectable BritIsh writer, who has recently pub- I mind of a nation-there call be nn apology, even 
lishe~ a pamphlet on Oregon, and who wrot,e about I though it ari~t· from a \\rant ofa slltnl'it--ntly careful 
the tIme Lord John Russell spoke, admits lhat examination of the subject. On till' On'~on quc~­
Gray was the first person who noticed the Colum- tion it is wclll"lll>\\'11 that great excitement eXIsted 
bin river after Hecetn, ami concedes the discovery at the time in Cn':11 Britain and the United States 
to the latter. Happily the historical f"lets are too -an excitement which exists still, though happily 
well authenticated to be permanently misundcr- somewhat auated-an excitement willch needs, 
stood. They were so well known at th~ time, that perhaps, bnt little provocation to break out into 
even the rivnlry-not to say the detri'lctlOn-of the open hostilities; and no man, who appreciates as 
day cO!lceded to Gray the merit of the disco\'ery he ought the calamity of an interruption of the 
by deSIgnating the l"Iver by the name he gave it- amicable relations which exist h,.,l\veen 11~, should 
the name of the vessel that first entered Its waters. be willing to incur the rf':"lponsibility of mi:;;;Jcading 
In regard to the attempt to restrict (ir,l:', ';-; discov- the public judgment of either country; or if he does 
ery to the bay or month of the river. it is o~ly nc- misdirect it, he should at least have the consola­
cessary to say that the settIClllt'l_lt at .\ :,toria IS uni- tion of rcflecting that it was through erroneous de­
yersally admitted to be on the C'ulu\ll\>ia rh"er. Is duc-tion:;;;, and not a mis::;tatement of facts fairly 
It not so, sir? It is designated •• the settlement on within his knowled,ge. 
the Columbia ri\-er," in the despatch of Earl Da- The misrepresentiltions to which I have alluded 
thurst directing it to be restored to us in 1."n,"", <'I.:::; are the morc to be regretted, for the rca:':on, if I 
w~1l as in the act of restoration. Now, ~ir, C<lP- do not err, that they C01l8tiwtf' almost the only 
tam Gray ascended the river not only as hidl a::; \"j(,\\" ... of the 8ulJjert which reach the great mass 
Astoria, whic.h is ten miles from the Pacific ocean, of the British people. In this country, statements 
but at,least six miles above it, according to Brough- ofhoth sides of ~reat national qUf':"ltions are equal~y 
ton himself. Look at the map of Oregon on YOllr diffused. Look at our llf'\'I,rspnpe\'s, and they WIll 
t..1.ble, by Captain Wilke!"', alHl YOll will find Gr~qr's be found filled ,,"ith the diplomatic correspondence 
bay, so named by Brnu~hton, (see Yancouvc·r's bet\\TCll the gri(i~h anti Anwril~,ln Plcnipoten­
Journal, vol. 3, page n2,) on the north side (If the tiaries. The II !tel'S of "\-fr. Pal(enham are pub­
Columbia and hIgher up than Astoria. Accordill~ li.."hed with those of .:\.rr, Calhoun and :;\lr. Bu­
to Gray's o\\'n log, he ~nchored, t,he day he discov:' chanan, and ~re as wllkly cir~ulated. 1\11 ~ead, 
ered and entered the flYCr, ten miles aboH~ the en· comrare, ,11111 Judge them. It IS not 50,lH Great 
trance, and three days after he sailed tweh'e 01' fif· Britain. .:\:-: a e:ellf'r~1 rule, the Dntlsh Side of the 
teen miles higher up. He must, therefore, haye qnestion only is presented to the British public. 
been from six to fifteen miles above the site of' tlit Nor is it the official ar:,,::ulllC'llt of the GO\ er Iment, 
settlement nt Astoria. ,\"Ii:l.t, then, LC('f)!)](" of drawn up by the diplomatist, under a sCI~se of his 
the attempt of B.roughton, revived. by Brit I:--.h .-;1:1!(,8- rE'spollsibili~y to the crit.i~ism ':If other~ natJ.ons, an.d 
men, not negotmtors, (no negotiator at thiS lI,lY the g-eneral Judgmcnt ot manlnnd. :ISo, sir. It IS 

would so risk his reputation,) to restrict G-l".lY':::' lIIore frequently the" H tirade" of th,c I?ol~tician, by 
discovery to the mouth of the stream! which the public l11md of Great Brtta~n IS Il1f1,de to 

Lord John Russell's statement is equally erro- prtllloullce jud~111('nt upon great questions of ll1ter-
neous in other particulars-erroneous in saying natilll1·d right and duty.. " 
that Vancouver entered the Columbia, or the inlet- TIlf':'·f' misreprf':;:entatlons aTe ;.;!ill more to be 
erroneous In sayin~ that he took possession ?f regretted, bec~lIsP till'!"' co~stitute the basis ?f the 
Nootka Sound. HIS \'('s~d, the Dlsc.overy, dId st;IIf'1l1ents which ~Il{l their '\Tay to the contll1en1. 
not pass the bar at the mouth of (ile C'oJ"U111bia Through Gali!.!:llam's i\l('s~rllg('r,. the ('1'111) of the 
riverj he did not take possession Of?{/lfllk,t: nUt)- British pres~, tiley a~e tr~nslatcd mto Frell?h, ~nd 
clra refused to make a formal sun-ender (If anything- widely cirf'II,ialC'd, pOlS(lIlIll~ ~he wlw.1e T?ubhc moUld 
but Meares's Cove, which he would not tH'l'f"pt: and of the contlllcnt, and excllmg prejudice agamst 
the formality of taking possession of the CnlHll1bia us. 
river was perrormed by Broughton, after Vancou· I will only add, that the Earl of Ahcrdcen in one 
ver had left the coast. much in the same way as it honse, and·Sir Robert Peel in the other, adverted 
had been done years before by thc Spaniards, to these statement.':: in a manner which, thou2;h 
who were the first discoverers and explorers of the not altogether t1nexcert~onable, ~w~s in general 
country. I repeat, and I say it with regret, that, dicrnified and statesmanlIkej and It IS earnestly to 
besides the errors in point of fact, the leadin~ and beDhoped that the better f~clil!g which now exists 
material circumstances connected with the disco\,- between the two countries may continue unabated, 
ery of the Columbia river are kept out of view. I and lead to a settlement of the question on terms 
do not expect British statesmen to produce argu· honorable to both. 
menta in favor of the American titlej but when I feel that lowe an apology to the Senate for 
they undertake to refer to historical facts, resting this 10nO" dioression. I trust it will be found in 
:m their own authorities, and in their own posses~ the ('.on~de;atif)n, that the inaccuracies I have en .. 
,ion, they are bound to state them with accuracy. deavorcd to point out did not go to the world with 



16 

the mere weight of an ordinary legislative debate, 
but with all the evidences of deliberation and ar­
rangement; and, therefore, calculated to be more 
dangerous in propagating error. 

(It was now three 0 'clock, and 1\11'. D. gave way 
to a motion of 

Mr. SEVIER, that the Senate adjourn. 
The Senate accordingly adjourned. 

THURSDAY, Febma'1J 19,1846. 
Mr. DIX was about to resume his remarks 

which he had not concluded at the hour of adjourn­
ment yesterday. but yielded the floor to 

Mr. J.I\1. CLAY]'(l:\', who said he desired an 
opportunity to ofT!·!" a few remar1{s relative to an 
allusion made tn him hy the Senator from X ew 
York, [Mr. DIX,] in the opening of his speech 
yesterday. He is reported to have said: 

" In entering into the debate on the question un­
e del' consideration, I feel constrained to differ in 
C opinion with t\VO distinguished Senators who 
, have preceded me, in relation to the manner in 
( which the discussion should he ("nnducted. I al­
elude tnthe Senator from Ohio, [::\tr. ALU:~',] who 
(opened the ,It-llal!', and the S\ nator from Dela­
e ware, [.:\1r . .T. 1\1. CLAYTUX,] " ... ho followed him 
'not now in his seat. e, fth took the O'round, and 
(with equal peremptoriness, that the tit1(> tl) Oregon 
c ought not to be dlscussed, but for t! ft:llly different 
'reasons-the f:)cllatnr from (lhi, J, because the 
, time for discu: ... ",ill~ it had gone hy, und the Sena­
e tor from Dela,....-are, because the time for diseus­
e sing it had not arrived. 'Vith the unfeigned rc­
C sped which I entertain 1~ -1' t Item, I dissent from 
( their opinion with great diffidence of my own." 
, As the SCllJ.t0f said, he (\fr. C.) \\'as tempo­
rarily absent from his seat, but came in a few min­
utes after the Senator had made that remark. He 
had mi:stak(;n IllS (~\Ir. C. ',~) pm,iliun. 'Vhen he 
had the honor of addru-·,ill:: the SCllnte on the l~th 
instant, he did objcd to the di:-,!'u~si'fn of the title 
in open SL~"inn, 'but he avo\ ... ·cd distinctly at the 
time his 1 I('r!'CI't willingness to enter at any moment 
on that discussion in (,xt"~l\ti\'e session. He did 
not mean to :"<l\', nor did he think that he was 
generally under~tood at the time as meaning to 
say, that he objected to the discussion of the ques­
tion at that very moment. On the contrary, he 
thought that he exprcs~ed his willingness to go 
into it then, ifhis n::':sol'i,ltl:s in the SellLlk wished 
to do so-but in executive session. And he Leg­
ged the Senatnr to recollect the reason which he 
u.'Osigned why the disnl:-sioll should be so conduct­
ed. lIe said that, if the question were to be 
tIed by treaty bet¥;een the two Government3, the 
remarks n.lade in open session were calculated to 
prejudge, and must necessarily prejudge, the 
question which would arise upon the treaty. I-Ie 
thought then, and he thnught so stil1, that if the 
question were to be settled in. that manner, great 
danger might arise from these public discusslOns, 
because it would be recollected that it took but 
nineteen of them to defeat any treaty; and if the 
discussion became extended, as was V('ry likely, 

. there was danger that nineteen Senators might be­
come so committed before the whole country in 
regard to the title, and differing from the Execu­
tive, why, then, was it not obvious that their con­
sideration of the treaty would be seriously tram-

melled ? On the other hand, he thought then, and 
thought still, that if discussed in executive session, 
no such difficulty could occur; no man would be 
then committed before the country. But open 
discussion was attended with the danger of so 
many men commitlillg themselves on some paral .. 
lei of latitude different from that presented m the 
tre.ty. 

If the Senator would pardon him a few mo­
ments longer, he would make a single refL'rence to 
a remark which fell from the honorable Senator 
from Indiana, [Mr. HANNEGAN.] He seemed to 
apprehend that there was greater danger of stran­
glinO' OregAn in that chamber than elsewhere. 
Ho~ so? He (Mr. C.) could not possibly com­
prehend that. If the title to Oregon be clear-If It 
be such a title as the country could ~tand t~p for 
and fiO'ht for-it was one that would bear d18CUS~ 
sion j~ executive session as well as anywhere else, 
and the only difference was, that it would be much 
more safely discussed in executive session than in 
open session. The honorable Senator, however, 
at the conclusion of his eloquent address, seemed 
to apprehend that if the Sena.te t<?ok the respo~si­
bility of discussing this questlOll.In sec~et seSSlOn, 
perhaps some Caius Gl'ac~hus might drlve us from 
our seats, and foreiLly expel our President from 
his elevated seat. 

Mr. HA:\":\"£GA:\". If the Senator from Dela­
ware will alluw me, I will restate what I uttered in 
this particular, and a misreport of which was given 
in both the Union and Intelligencer, so gross as to 
be ridiculous. 

;\Ir..T. ;\1. ("LX YTO:\" yielded the floor, when 
1\11'. H. :";1 id, that the language he uttered waSt 

that the withdrawal of so momentous a question 
from the public eye for secret delibel'a.lion. and dis­
cussion, to be followed-as perchance It might. bc-:­
bya sikHt and sudden death of the measure 111 di­
rect \'iulation of the will of three-fifths of the .:\mer­
ican people, would be a most serious, if not a llld~ 
ancholy hour in the hist\fry of tljl-' coulltry. It 
might prelude the entrance uf ::;ome C,Ull . .,; li-nC!':l!IS 
il1to that hitherto consecrated chamber, whose 
heart, big with the fires of frcedom, and roused ?y 
such an outrage upon public ri~hts, would lead hIm 
to address the mighty tribunal without, und by this 
simple change of attitude, (here l\h'_ H. pointed to 
the doors of the Senate, and raised his hands t() the 
galleries,) turning from that venerated chair, re­
n'l'~C thenceforth the cherished forms of this bod r, 
impair its dignity, and destroy its lofty and COlH-

1l1:t!1din!..!' nttlllidn. 
c.lr. eLI. YTUX was glad to h.ar that explana­

tion.] 
Mr. DIS then proceeded with his remarks, and 

said: 
I beg the Senator from Delaware to be assured 

that nothin~ would give me more pain than to mis­
state any :Senator on this floor; and I accept with 
great plea:--urc the explanation ,,,-hich he has made. 
I desire also to say, in j l\:-;til'f~ to him, as well as to 
the Senator from Ohio, that I did not use the term 
"peremptoriness" in referring to the manner in 
whieh they hau insisted that the question of title 
ought not, in their opinion, to be discussed. I said 
they had taken the position in equally strong lan­
guage. 

I now resume the consideration of the important 
question on which I had the honor to address the 
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Senate yesterday; and in doing so, I cannot with­
hold the expression of my sense of the kind indul· 
gence which has been extended to me. 1 will en­
deavor to afford t1.'e ~enate a substantial proof of 
that sense of obligatioll. on my part, by bringing 
my remarks to a close III the bnefest possible pe­
riod of time. 

The historical sketch which I W;lS making of 
the discoveries ano. establishments in Oregon, when 
the Senate adjourned yesterday, ended· with the 
year 1792. 

The discovery of Dulfinch's Harbor and the 
Coh~mbia river by Grav, and the explorations of 
Galhano, Valdes, and Vancou\~er, in the Strait of 
Fuca, in that year, tenn. inatrd the series of maritime 
discoveries in the disputed territ'1rY. which had 
commenced two centuries and a half before. Fft)m 
that time to the present, nothing has been done on 
the coast but to fill up the smaller details of the 
(:reat outline completed by the labors of these nav­
Igators. 

In th~ same year, (l:~:2,) :vlackenzie, leaving 
Fort Cluppe,vyan, on the AthabaRC'a lake, in the 
58th parallel of latitude, ann nearly midway be­
tween the Atlantic ant! Pacific oce,UlS, proceeded 
westwar~ to the Rocky mountains, where he pass­
ed the wIllter. The next spring', he resumed his 
jou~ne'y, str~lck the Tacoutche Tt ,..;:-;ee, (now Fra­
zer s nv~r ,) III the 54th parallel of latitude, anu dr­
scended It some 250 miles. He then continued his 
course to the west, and reached the Pacific in north 
latitude 52° 20'-about a deo-ree north of the island 
ofQu~d~and Vancouver. eFrazer'sriyer, which 
takes Its rIse near the 55th parallel of latitude was 
for nineteen years supposed to he the nOl'~hern 
bran~h of the Columbia; but in 1812, it was as­
certruned by Frazer to deboll~h in the Strait of 
Fuca! at the 49th parallel of latitude. It waters 
the dIStrIct of co~ntry immediately west and north 
of the valley draIned by the uprer branch of the 
<?olumbla. ThIS district is a part of the ~reat :o;ec­
t10n of the northwest coast, boundpd on the eost 
by ~he Rocky ,mountains, and On the west bv the 
PaCIfic, of wInch the main channels of access had 
been laid open by previous discoveries. 

In 1804, Gaptains Lewis and Clarke :;:f>t out on 
their expedition to Ore,zon' and in 1805 after 
incredible hardships and labors, ;hev eRtal;lished 
themselves on the north side of the Columbia river 
near its mouth, and subsequently on the south ~irlf>: 
and passed the winter there. In the sprin.g' of 1806. 
they commen~ed their journey homeward, and 
~eached the Mlssis!":lpri in the fall of that year, hav­
mg travelled over 9,000 miles. This expedition 
was fitted out under the direction of the Gnn'l'll­
~e,nt of th~ United States, and executed hy officers 
ill Its serVIce at the public expense. It was unrler­
taken on the recommendation of the Presiflf'nt 
commun~cated .in a mes::!age to Congre,~s in 1803: 
One of Its objects was to examine the country 
~atered by the Columbia river, which had bren 
dIscovered by a citizen of the United States, and it 
res~dted in a survey-necessarily cursory-of the 
mam Southern branch of the river, of the principal 
st~'eaf!1 to its mouth from the junction of the latter 
WIth .It, ';lnd of a portion of Clarke's river, which 
emptles mto the northern branch hetween the 48th 
and 49th parallels of latitude. This wa. the first 
exploration of the Columbia made subsequently to 
1792, when it was ascended by Gray, its discov-

erer, some twenty miles, and five months afler 
by a detachment from Vancouver's party, under 
Broughton, about one hundred miles, from its 
mouth. 

It is also to be considered that the expedition of 
Lewis and Clarke was undertaken immediately 
nfkr the cession of the territory of Louisiana to 
the IT llitcd States oy FrancE'-a territory admitted 
to include all the country dmilll'd by the l\1issis4 
sippi and its tribntaric:; to their head waters. It 
Was also the understaJldill:2: at the time that it was 
sC'pnr.:lted from the Briti 11 p":3sessions in North 
America by the 49th p:wallcl of latitude extended 
wcstwnru from the L~k(' of the 'Vnods indefinite­
ly, l\Ir. ~T'mroe, in u paper presented to Lord 
IIarr(lwby in 180~, at London, stated that it had 
been so settled by commis::-[l.ries :1ppointed by 
France and England under the treaty of Uttecht; 
and the statement was not impugned or objected to. 
I am aware that a doubt has recently been raised 
as to the fact of such a line having been agreed on j 
bllt after nearly a century and a half, it is ques­
tionaLle whether an arrangement which hud been 
acquie:-:l'ed in [Colonel EE~TON here addcd-" and 
acted on' l

] as having been made by the compe­
tent authority at the prnper time, can be denied, 
even though no authentic recf)rd ~f the meeting of 
the cornmissaries can be f;Jtll1d.¥ Other persons 
were employed by tht, GO\:ernment to survey the 
southerll portions (I( .L<lllisianaj and these con­
temporaneous eX!"'1 dlu')Jl" must be regarded by 
the world a:o; a publll':' mall:fcstation of tl~e inten­
tion of the UniteJ States to a~sert all the rIghts she 
might justly claim by discovery or otherwi~e ,to 
thc- sovt'rt'i~llty of the country bet,veen the 1:118S184 
sippi and the Pacific ocean. 

In I.SUG [.Jr, Frazer, an agent (of the Northwest 
Company, f(,rmcu an f'stabli~hment on F~'azcr's 
lake in the 54th paralkl of lautnde; and, ~hlS was 
the first establishment ever made by BrItIsh sub­
jects \\·I'~t (,f the It. )('KY rnol~ntains. 

In I\L\rch, 1811, the PacIfIC Fur Cornrany, of 
which John Jacob Astor, of New York, was the 
principal, fnrmrtl an establishn~ent. at Astoria, on 
the south bank of the Columbia rIver, about ten 
miles fronl its mouth, having fil':-:t 1'~t..'1hli~hed them­
selvf's on the north bank; and tIllS was the first 
settlement ('ver made on the Columbia or in the 
terriLl)!'\, watered by that river ?r its trib~tarie~, 
rx('('ptillg two tempomry esta~)ltshl~1~nts m 1~09 
and 1"i1O, formed also by Anll'l'lcan clllzens, wh,n'h 
wt:re soon abanuoned in consequence of the dlfn.4 
culty of ohtaining provisions, amI other embarrass­
ments. The A:-.:tnria company also forme~ an es­
tablishmC'nt in 1811, on the Okanagan, a tnbutary 
entC'ring the (,()lumLia on the n~rth side, b~tween 
the 48th and 49th parallels of lalltude; and m1812 
another near it on the Spokan, also a tnbutary of 
the great river. 

In Id13 the Pacific Company, in consequence of 
the embarrassments growing out of ~he war of 181'2 
with Great Britain, sold" its estabhshments, ful's, 
and stock in hand" (including the posts on the 
Okana-gan t'l.IlU the Spokan) to the N ort~y~r(':o;t Com­
panYi and a few day~ afterwards the En,tlsh sloop­
of-war Raccoon arrIved, took possesslOn of the 
place, and hoisted the British flag. . . 

By the treaty of Ghcnt, ratified byus m 1815, It 
* See an elahoratc examination of the question in Green­

haw's Ol'cgon, page 276. 
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was stipulated that ".11 territory, places, and pos­
sessions whatsoever taken by either party fl'om the 
other during the war, or whIch rna y be taken after 
the signing of this treaty ,excepting only the islands 
hereinafter mentioned, shall be restored without 
delay. " 

, the provisions of the said article were herein spe­
, cifically recited. 

"ART. 2. It shall be competent, however, to 
, either of the contracting parties, in case either 
, should think fit, at any time after the 20th Octo­
'ber, 1828, on giving due notice of twelve months 
, to the other contracting party, to annul and abro~ 
'gate this convention; and it shall, in such casc, be 
, accordingly entirely annulled and abrogated, after 
, the expiration of the said term of service. 

"ART. 3. Nothin~ contained in this convention, 
, or in the third art-icle of the con vention of the 
'20th October, 1818, hereby continued in force, 
, shall be construed to impair, or in any manner 
, affect, the claims which either of the contracting 
, parties may have to any part of the country west· 
, ward of the Stony or Rocky mountains." 

In compliance with this stipulation, the establish~ 
ment at Astoria \vas restored to the United States. 
The compliance was full, unconditional, and with­
out rest;rvation of any sort. No claim was set up 
by Great Britain in her written communications 
with the United States on this subject, at the time 
0'£ the restoration, in respect to any right of sover­
mgntyor domain in the territory thus restored. 
The British l\Ilinister at Washington had, it is true, 
a year before objected to the restoration, on the 
ground that the place had been purchased by the 
Northwest Company, and that it had Hbeen t&ken 
possession of in his Majesty's name, and had been On the basis of these two treaties the relations or 
since considered as forming part of his Majesty's the two countries in respect to Oregon now rest; 
dominions." The objection was virtually ahan. and in order to ascertain what are the rights of the 
do ned by the restoration j and as the place was re. contracting parties to the territory in dispute, we 
stored without a written protest or reservation, the must revert to the year 1818, to the statu, quo be­
ground of~he objection may be regarded as having fore they were entered into; for if, -as has been 
been consldered wholly untenable by those who s~en, nothing contained in the treaties can preju­
took it. In this transaction, as in all others rela- (hce in any manner their respective claims, no acts 
.ing to .the territory of Oregon, the Government of ~one since by settlement or otherwise can create, 
the Untied States maintained, in clear and unequiv- In respect to the territory in question, any rights 
o.cal terms, its right of son:r('i~nty. In its instruc· which did not exist then. 
tlOns to Captain Biddle in ItH 7 I It directed him to This p03ition was taken with characteristic vigor 
proceed to the mouth of the Columbl:l, and there and brevity by the distinguished Senator from 
"to assert the claiUl of the United States to the ~outh Carolina, [J\Tr. CALHOUN,] sittin~ before me, 
sonreignty of the adjacent country, in a friendly In a note dated the 3d of September, 1844, and ad­
and peaceable manner, and without the employ- dressed to Mr. Pukenham, while the Senator was 
ment of force." This order he executed on the acti~g in the capacity of a negotiator. 
9th of August, 1818, by taking formal possession Sir, I wish to be distinctly understood on this 
of the country on the river. The formal restora- point, for the reason that the I-Iudson's Bay Com· 
tion of AstOria ,\"[ts made on the 6th of Octoher, pany, in which the Northwest Company has been 
1818; and in fourteen days afterwards (on the 20th merged, has for several years been extending its 
October) a convention was agreed on by the Uni- establishments; and because, in the neo-otiations 
ted States and Great Britain, cOlltailling the follow- between the British Government and ou~s, it has 
illg article: been once, at least, if not more than once, intima· 

"ART. 3. It is agreed that any country that may ted by tpe former that British subjects had interests 
, be claimed by either party on the northwest coast t~lere which it was bound to protect. These estab­
, of America, westward of the Stony mountains ltshments have been made with full knowledo-e of 
: shall, togetl~er 'yith its har~ors, bays, and creeks: the stipulations of the conventions entered into be· 

and the navigation of all flvers Within the same tween the two countries; and on no ground, even 
'be free and open for the term of ten years fron; the ground of equity, can any claim be set up on 
't~e date of the signature of the present conven- the basis of these newly-created interests. To 
, tIon, to the ve~sels! citizens, and subjects of the agree to suspend the settlement of the controversy, 
, two Powers: It bemg well understood that this a.nd the~ to draw from acts done by one of the par­
, agreement is not to be construed to the prejudice tIes. durmg the suspension new arguments in favor 
: of a~y clai~ which either of the two high con- of Its own side of the question, is not only repug-

tractll1g partles may have to any part of the said nant to every rule of fairness, but it is a violation 
, country, nor shall It be taken to affect the claims of the letter as well as the spirit of the agreement, 
, of, any other Power or State to any part of the ~nd tel1:ds t.o the defeat of the very object in view 
: ~ald cou~try.j the only object of the high contract- In making It. 

Il1g parties In that respect being to prevent dis- Let us see, then, what disr:(H'eries had been 
, putes and differences among thcmseh-es." made, and what establishments formed, in 1818. 

On the 6th .of August, 1,~:27, the main provisions Those of Spain were paramount to all others. 
of the foregomg article were renewed by the fol. S,he had visited and explored the whole coast from 
lowing conventlOn: Cahforma, where she had permanent estabhsh~ 

"A 1 All h . . n1('ll.t~, to the most northerly line of the territory 
, f hRT

•• .t e prOVISiOns of the third article in chspute. She had discovered the Strait of Juan 
,~ t e ~oAvent~on conch~d('d b~tween the l!nited de Fuca, and formed an establishment within it 
, thk~tu \ dm;lcadand hlsall1aJestr the Kmg of I think, in 1792. She had discovered N ootk~ 
, e n~ C Il1g om of reat Bntall1 and Ire· I Sound, and established herself there And she was 
,land, on the 20th ofOct?ber, 1.818, shaH be, and strengthened in her claims to the ~hsolute sover­
, therare se~ebl' furt~er lI1defimtely extende~ and eignty of the country by its immediate contiO'uity 

con mue III orce, m the same munner as If all to California, of which she had the undisputed and 
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undivided possession, with the exception of two I pass by, as unconnected with the question, for 
temporary establishments oy the Russians between the reasons I have assigned, all settlements made 
the bay of St. Francisco. and Cape Mendocino, subsequently to lRIH hy the Hudson's Bay Com­
which were made to facllItate then" trade 111 fUfS, pany, on ,vhich Great Britain has conferred large 
and by permission of the Spanish Government. It and most important powers in respect to the coun~ 
is true she had not kept up her establishments try west of the Rocl{y m(llllltaiJls. Indeed, these 
north of Cape l\1endocino; but no others had been cstablishrnents rest upon no legal concession, even 
formed in the same localities; and her rights of dis- by hcrsclf, whidl /'()nft'l'~ any rig-ht of domain. 
covery, therefore, were not superseded by rights The Hud:-:nll 's B~y Company has a mere right or 
of occupation on the part of other natiolls in nny exclusive trade ,vith til(' Indians, without the priv­
portion of the territory in di~IHlte, excepting so (:11' I ileg-e 1)1' acquiring any title to the soil in Oregon; 
as they may have been derived from the American and in this respcet the pri\'i!I'~es of the Company 
and British establishments, to which I am about to differ rnatel'iully from those conferred on it in re­
refer. btion to the territory it posses,-.:c~ upon Hudson '8 

The United States had discovered the Columbia "traits. 
river, and ascended it at the time of the discovery I also pass by, as idle, the formalities of ta,king 
to the distance of twenty-five miles (ruIIl its mouth. 1'",,,:-,:!':-::-.:ilJ\! of the country hy l~l'oILI!.!;I,lloll on the 
She had also discovered Bulfinch 's Harbor, between (\ oI1\lll] ~ia, and Vancouver in the StraIt of Fuca­
the Columbia and the Strait of Fuca. She had formalities a long time berlin' performed in number­
examined the country watered by the Columhia less lomlities by thc Sp:l.niurds-especially as those 
and some of its tributaries, and she had formed of the eritislt navigatlfl's wcre unaccompanied by 
establishments within it at fonr different periods- actual settlement amI 11('I'Ull;ltioll, and were in dl· 
in 1809, 1810,1811, and 1812-thc rnost south.erly red violntion ofa treaty '\'!Iil'h those officers were 
near the mouth of the Columbia, and the 11.10st north- :-:('Ilt out to execute. 
erlybetween the forty-eighth aJld forty-ninth paral- I have endeavored, 1\11'. President, in the first 
leIs oi latitude. Spain claimed to have discovered part of my remarks, tl) mninta~n the Spanish title 
~he CO~L1mbia seventeen years brftlre Gr.lY entered to the northwest coast of America, I regard an at­
It; but In 1821 she ceded all her ri~hts to the country ternpts to disparage it as antiquated and obsolete, 
north of 420 to the United States, by treaty, and thus to be founded lljlnll partial [Lud illiheral views .of 
gav.e us a title to the territory watered by the river, the SU]lj('ct. It IS unnecessnry to Ray to you, Sir, 
whlc~ Great Britain ought never to have questioned. or the Senate, that antiquity is the highest clement 
By virtue of the snme act of cession, her entire right (>I' titlf', if the clw_in can be tracf'd down unbroken 
to the coast became vested in us. and entire 10 our own times. The Spanish title to 

In the course of the public discussi()n~ in respect the north'\'e~t coast iq almost ('oeval with ~he voy­
to. Ore~on, the United States has been charged n~('R ,,1' Columbus. ]1 is con~ecr~tcd by dIscovery 
WIth dlsllO~or and bad faith in setting up a claim as high as the -!3d parallel .of latltu~e hy the lapse 
to that terrItory, Ist, by discovery, through the I of more than three centurle~; n::. high as the 48th 
agen~y of her own citizens; and 2d, by cc::.sion of~ by the bpse of two centUrIes and a halfj and 
the Tights of Spain. For, as has been said, if the as high ns the 5·~th by the lnpse, of more th~n 
~rst ground was tenable, she could not, without se\'cnty years. Sixty years ago It stoo.d und.ls­
Inconsistency, s~t up a claim on the second, be- puted and unimpeach,ed ,by a,ny tlnt[\~olllst dann 
caus.e she had Virtually denied the second by as- or pretension tn terntnl'l,J.i nght~. It wa~ con­
s!lm~n~ the firs~ as the basis of her rj~ht. But, finned and perfectn1 by OCCU]',II,lflll as hIgh as 
SIr,15 It not qUIte {>ossible for two nations to pos- 4~!'J 30' half a century ag-o. 1>1Irlll~' the suc?eede 

5,:SS rights by contiguity, or to acquire them by in!; twenty years, it was not supersed~u by l'lghts 
~15covery, neither perfect, but carable of being ~d' (wcupatiol~ 0!l the part of other n~tlOns, un~~ss 
rendered so by a merO'er of both III one? Grt:d It be to the IIlHlted extent I have stlted. DUling 
B:itain herse.Jf claims

b 
a right of .l(,int occupancy the last t1lirty years, all rights have been suspend­

with the Umted States in On':"::"lJ: and she will ed ]JY treaty arrangements lJf'tween the only two 
certainly not deny that a cession of her right to Pow/'rs W,IlO can, 'vitl~ any face, set up a ~!aJm to 
us, or ours to ,her, would create a perfect titl~ to the, eX~'\'1'J~C of sover(,J~'llt)-~ I)HI" th.e terl'ltor,Y to 
the c?untry, :WIthout affording cause for any Im- ~vlll1'h It ~ttachc~. ~n the eOll;.~Jcrat~o~ of natlOnal 
putatron of dIshonor to either. ltltercsts III terrItOrIal possesslOns, It IS a narrow 

Great Britain, in 1818, had surveyed the Strait not app,'ar to me to be so di~tllI('tly sdl],-d a,s to authorize 
of Fuca, after its outlines were klll)WI\; but she m!' t(1 a~"'lllllt' it as a raet ill the text. ()I\ 1l'Il'lTlll!! to Vau­
had made no discoveries on the coast which were Cllu\'cr',., JI!UllLai, \'lllume 2, P,,!!f' 187, it \,vlll hi' ~('l'l~ til.at he 
not comprehended within the boundaries of the pa~sl'd the mouth of the nv('r \\'lt1l0llt dlS('OVennq It, It be· 

t d· t . t . I k d .. d Sh ing tlwn, as it i;:; J:;:\Id to he flO\\', nearly IJI;\,.:]u'd lIy a s~oal 
grea IS rIC 5 preVlQUS y nown an \"lSlte. t: ,,\t('fHll11gnorth\\'ardlyfrom('flp!'llol)prt!':tIJlHlt..;t'\'I'~Il,lll~s. 
may have had establishments in the valley of the Cape Roh('rt" IS the southern point. of the ]lwr, all~l It IS 111-
C?lumLiaj but ifso, I havcnot been aLle to ascer- t!;r";I~{'t!'tl by tlte49tll paralll'l or LltltlHle. :\! !Ja!!I'~.1~ofthe 
taln the fnct. She had dis(~o\'ered Frazer's river, ~;,l;~III(t'e~O~:~lill~el;~tl~'~i~I;I~~.~~~r~i~~;I~~:~~~:'I~~rl;~t::I~~~~l~i~~~,)~~ 
~hich empties into the Strait of Fu.-::a at the forty- he ~t,Lt,.S at pn!!" ~OU. YaLlco\\\,cr ,.,ays: "I :~hewed t1wm the 
!Jlnth paralIc) of latitude j she had traced it from slwtch I had mollie of ourexcun.iou,and pOInted out 111e only 
I~S source to its mouth; she had formed an c-stab- spot willdl I rOIlt:I:!L\'I'd wc had Il'ft unexamillf'd, nearl,}' at 

IIshmer.t OIl it near the fifty.fourth paralld; and it ~::~t~~:(I,dl:;::/::;~Jrr\I'::~:;I~~a:~~~~\'~::I\\~"{I:~!IL~~\~lt~l~lr!~l'g:II~~~ 
on1y remains to settle by the testimony of facts the had tilTH explorin!!, ami nilLllf!() hy o~e of t~e!1' Ot1i(,(,TSI?O 
geographical relation whieh this river and its valley lilallcl!o, in cOlilplimcntto till' !lIPIl PllIllC mml"t('rofSpam; 
bear to the river and valley of the Columbia.*' which riv('f the~c (!Cntli'LllI'li 11:111 ~o\l!!llt tlm!'! far to no pur-

po~c." Thcre can be nn dO!lht thnttili,s ,,\-'as Frazer's river, 
fr There is no rea .. onable t:'round to doubt that the Spaniarns a:-> there is no other stream m tho regIOn Vancouver" bad 

iiscovered the mouth of Frazer's river; Imt the locality did been exploring." 
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view to bind down sovereign States to an the rigor- part to encroach on her rights, or to adjust any of 
ous technicalities of private tenures. Great prin- the questIons which have arisen between uS on 
ci{>les of national right, viewed liberally, and ap- other terms than those of justice and liberality. 
plIed according to the proclaimed intentIOns of the The settlement of the northeastern boundary-one 
parties, arc the only guides worthy of statesmen of the most delicate and difficult that has ever arisen 
or Gnycrnmcnts in the settlement of questions of between lls-affords a striking {'vidence of our de­
sovereignty over the unoccupied portIOns of the sire to maintain with her the most friendly under­
earth we inhabit. The object of Spain, in respect standing. We ceded to her a portion of territory 
to the northwe:'t coast, wa~ settlement-permanent which she deemed of vital importance as a means 
occupation. The object of Great Britain was com- of military communication betwcen the Canadas 
merce, traffic, transient occupation. Tested. by the and her Atlantic provinces, and \\'hich will give her 
principles I have stated, I cannot hesitate to con- a great advantage in a contest with us. The mens­
sider the Spanish title to the northwest coast of ure was sustained by the constituted authorities 
America, which has of late been so much dispar- of the country, and I have no desire or intention to 
aged, as vesting in uS rights which are un impeach- call its wisdom in question. But it proves that we 
able. were not unwilling to afford GreEtt Britain any fa-

I said at the ~ommencement of my remarks that cility she required for consolidating her North 
one of my objects wns, to defend the Spanish title, American possessions-acting in peace as though 
by stating the historical facts on which it rests. I war was not to be expected between the two coun­
have perfnrmed the task which I allotted to myself. tries. Ifwe had chenshed any ambitious designs in 
I will only add thnt, with what I have said, I am respect to them-ifwe had had any other wish than 
content, so f..'11" as I am eOI1C'erned, tolen\'cthewhole that of continuing on terms of amity with her and 
question where it now is, in the hands of the Ad- them-this great milit.:1.ry advantage would never 
ministration, relying on its firmness and its sense have been conceded to her. 
of rectitude to sustain our just rights, and to respect On the other hand, I regret to say that her course 
the just rights of others. towards us ha~ been a course ofp(Tpetual r!l(Tnnl:h-

So conscious is Great Britain of the invnlidity of ment. But, sir, I will not look back upon what is 
her title, thnt she docs not venture to assert a rIght past for the purpose of reviving disturbing recol­
to the exclusive sovereignty of allY portion of the lections. Yet I am constrained to say, that in rc­
territory. In It':2G she clain1edonly a ri~ht of joint ~rcC't to Oregon, I consider her legislation usa vir­
occupancy, in common with other powers; but tual infraction of the conventions of 18] . ., alld 18:27. 
denied the right of exclusi\'e dominion in the Uni- By an act of Parliament pas~ed in lR:2I, she has 
ted States. 'Vhlle inSIsting that she was entitled extended the jurisdiction, power, anrl ;llIthority of 
"to place her claims at least upon a panty WIth her courts of judicature in Upper Canada nvcr the 
those of the United S!:d(>~," she has constantly re-

I 
wholc Indian territory in North America, "not 

fused to divide the territory at the 49th parallel of within her own provinces, or within any civil gov­
latitllue, the \tOl]llrl:try between her and llS from the I ernment of the United Sf;l tr':-:, "and of course cm­
Lake of the 'Voutls to the Rocky mountains-a bracing the territory of Oregon. She has given 
line which would have sevrred the coast, and the them cognizance of every wrong and injury to the 
country in immediate cnllti;uity with it, into t\\·(j person and to property, real or personal, commit­
parts so nearly equal, as to leave he: no rC:l~0!l'.lble I ted within the territory, and. ~as declared that every 
ground, even on the score of an eqUItable dIVISion, person whatsoever (not BrItIsh ~ubjects alone, but 
for the continuance of a controver:,y. Her desire! every person whatsoever) residing in it shall be 
for territorial ex!en~ion in this guarter .is. for the: ame!1ab1e to these courtR. ~ny, sir, sh~ has au­
purpose of establIslllng her colomal domllllOn onr I tllOl'lzed the Crown to estahlIsh courts Within the 
districts of country ~ordering on ~s,.and eonfiniJl; territory- itself, w~th power to try ITimill;d offences 
our settlements wlthm narrower IImas. Our cou- I not pUllIshnble With death, and also civil causes to 
test for territorial :ights, which we consi~<:r indis- a limited amount-I believe cC200-about $1,000. 
putable, has no object but to enable our Citizens to She has thus assumed to exercise over this terri­
ext~nd themse~ves to ?ur natural boundary-the tory one of the hi .... he.st. attributes of national sov­
Pacl~c .. Her ll1terest ~s remote ~nd c~ntm~~Tllt; erelgnty~t~at of. decldmg upon rights of property 
ours IS dIrect and certalll. Hers IS the mt('re~t of and ptllllshmO" VIOlations of the criminal la.ws she 
a State in a distant country which she wishes to has extended Clover them. She could hardly have 
colonize; ours i.s the interest of a country ~n its asserted a ~10re abs?lute sovereignty than s'he has 
own prop~r tern~or~ and settlements. She. IS not done. br th.lS .unquallfied extension of her laws and 
content Wltl~ subJectmg to her sway the fertIle and the. JUrISdIctIOn. of her courts oYcr a territory in 
opulent regIOns of the East; but she comes now whIch she admIts that she has no other rirrht but 
thousands ?f.miles acros~ the o.cean tt? dispute with t~at of a joint o?cupancy. I am aware that ~he has 
us the domlllIOn of the unmhalnted WIlderness, and dIsavO\\'cu the llltention of enforcinrr her criminal 
c,:!rtail. t~le area for our expan.sion. With the least laws again!'!t citizens of the United States. But if 
~ISpOSltIOn on her p~rt .to llst~n to t~e sugges- Senator~ will turn to the documents accompanying 
lions of reason and Ju~ttce, thIS ql~estlOn would the President's Message, they will see that the Hud­
long ago have been sett.led on the.falr and honor- son's Bay (·.I.n1p~ny has a much more summary 
able terms .of comp,roffilse-nay, SIr, on the terms met~od of dlsposmg of American citizens, who es­
of concessIOn-wIllch we have more than onc€ tabhsh themselves on the north side of the Colum­
proposed. hia, in the neirrhborhood of its settlements. Their 
. I am.sure that in the ~o~rse. of our Gove.rnt;tent condition!s n~t bettered, if this exemption from 
III rclatlOn to Great BrItam, III our negotlatIOns, the operatIOn of the British sL.'ltute is to be ex­
and in th~ treaties ~hich have been formt;.d between changed for a forcible process of ejection without 
us, no eVidence will be found of a desue on our law. 
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Under· these circumstances, what is the duty Of\ te)" anna silent leges," is an adaC/'e of the truth of 
the United States? . As I do not intend. to i~trl1de which history has furnisheJ too ~n~ny fhtnl proofs. 
myself on the a~tentlOn orthe Sel~ate agal!1' WIthout I would ~o mu('l~ to Uycyt snch n calamity. r would 
absolute n~cesslty, on any questIOn relatlllg to Ore- do Rllytlung not lI1cons~stent with the public honor, 
gon.' I deSire t? say now that I ,shall vote for the to avoId .n contest which would be disastrous to 
notice to termmate the convenUon of ]818, con- both parties, no rnatter what should be its final issue. 
tinued in force by that of 1~::!7-:l entlvC'lltion which But beyond this I ne\'er can !:I). And if cxcmp­
Great Britain trcat~ as recognising a right of joint tion from war can only be pu~chnsed by a surren. 
occupancy, but ",hidl has in reality been for her del' of our just rights, I cannot consent to make 
an exclusive occup~ncy of tl~e whole territory the purchase. But if war cannot be averted, I 
~orth of the C~1un1bIa. I am 111 favor of. eX,ten.d. trust. we shuH Ilt It commit th~ great error of under4 
mg the authorIty of our 1a\ ... ·8 and the JunsdIc- valumg our ilIhcr~ar~'. ",Vah some opportunity 
tion of our courts oyer the territory; and 10 doing of obsen-ing the ('I)]l(iitilflt of Great Britain near 
S?, I would, whi~e. the co~vention is in. force, spe- at hand, I have 110 hl',,,il'llitlll in saying that she 
clally except B~Ius~ subJ.ects, and dIrect them, was lIenT capable of greater effort3 than she is at 
when charged ,'..-Ith ll1frnctlOns of our laws, to be the pre~I'llt rnomcnt. I know that her inordinate 
delivered up to the nearest British authorities. I disten:~ion contains within itself an element of vi4 
would make this reservation, for the express pur4 tal weakness. It is not in the order of human so. 
pose of preventing, as far as possible, a conflict of ciety that so extended a dominion should remain 
Jurisd~ctJ.on, and to a,,:"oid all cau~e for imputing to long unbr~kcn. But ~ .have not yet been able 
~s.a disreg~rd of treatIes, or a deSire to pro~ucc col- to detect,. III the CondltlOn of her body politic, 
halOn or dIsagreement of any sort. And III order the unernng symptoms of that decay which pre .. 
to facilitate the extension of the :lIHhllrity of the cedes and works out the dissolution of empires. 
U_nion over our fellow citizens in that remote dis4 She has great a~uses to struggle against. The 
trlct of our country, al1d to remove, as far as pos- Senator frolll OhIO has well and graphically de4 
sible, the obstacles to a more free and efficient in- scribed thern. She has enormous burdens to sus­
tercourse between us and them, I ,vould establish tain i but she has great strength to bear them. 
at once a chain of military posts, with competent Her soldiers are not like those of rrome in her lat4 
garrisons and armaments, from the remotest na\'i- tel' d,\y~, enervated in vi,~1I1' and reJaxed in dis4 
gable waters which flow into the ':\Ii:-;~issippi, to ,'ijllin~. YtlU will find thc-m in every Quarter of the 
the eastern face of the Ro<'kymountains, stopping, ,;inllc, under the fiery heat of the equator, and 
there so long as the conventIOn continues in force_ amid the frosts of the arctic circle, bravin cr the cleo 
Duty, honor, policy-;:tU demand ~hese measures nH'llt:.:;;, and ~_:I'ttjll;; ~angcr and toil, in en~-y form, 
at. our hands,: and I trus.t _they will be executed at dcfianc~. But, SIr, ~prctcnu not, with my nar4 
,wlh p'romptltude and deCISIOn. row foresight, to lllilk Int:) the future. It is pas ... 

WIll these measures produce war? I cannot be- sible that her hour may be near at hand. But we 
lieve that they will. I cannot believe it, because know that the last struggle of the stranO' man is 
they furnish no just ground of provocati rll1. TIle always the most desperate, amI sometimes the most 
right to give the notice is reservcd by treaty. The I dangerous to the antagonist who ha~ brought him 
right of extending our laws over Oregon is a right to the ground. 
similar to that which Great Britain has already I say this in no spirit of timidity. I say it in 
exercised for a quarter of a century. The establish4 a spirit of prudent forecast-with the desire that 
ment of a chain of posts to the Rocky mountains '\"C may go into the contest, if it shall come, with 
wholly within onr own territory, invades no right the assurance th~lt we havc to deal with a strono­
in others. It has been inferred, from an expressIOn adversary and not a weak one; and that our prep~ 
in a ,public document, that there is danger of an im- aration may _be commcnsurate with thc means of 
medlatewar,nnd thatasndden blow may lJestrllck. offence to wluch we shall be exposed. I have no 
Sir, T cannot believe it. A war waged against us on doubt of our ability both to defend ourselves, and 
account of any one or all of the measures referred to, to ,:;ivc back effective blows in return. 'Ve were 
wo~ld b.e a war of plain, unmixed a';~T("":-l.i()n. No never s.o strong a~ .we are at t~le present Inoment: 
nation, In .the present age, could. ellJlJ:lrk III such a ~trong 111. o~lr jl(JSJ!JII11, strong 111 our means, stl'Ong 
contest,wlthoutdl'awincrdownuponh€fselfthecon- 111 the Spint and energy of our people. Our dc~ 
demnation of all civiliz(,°d communities. She would fcncelc~s condition has been greatly overstated. 
find herself opposed and restrained hy public opin- We have been told that our coast is denuded. I 
ion, which, in our day, ntles the conduct of natIOns have heard, whether all this floor or elsewhere I 
more powerfully than the arm of force. I hold, do not ]mow, that there is scarcely a gun mounted 
therefore, immediate war to be out of the questiou. for the defence of the commerCial metropolis ot 
Nor can e,"entual War take place, unless the asser4 my own State. There cannot be a greater error. 
lion of, our just rights shall be forcibly resisted. Ther,e are h,:!lldreds of guns) of hcavy calibre, ~n 
But I will not venture to pass jw.lgment on what the the. CIty of 1'\!'w York, r~ady, at the. vcry hour In 
future may bring forth. Colli~ion~ may grow ~ut whIch I speal{,. to receIve an ass~Ilant, ,a,nd ~~ 
of these measures--collisions ripemng, through In4 many more, wlllch can. be. placed In pOSltlOl1 111 

tluences and events which we may be unable to an emergcncy, and thIS ll1.dependen~ly o~ guns 
control, into open warfare. I should deeply.de- alloat. In thirty days I believe the Clty might be 
plore such a result. The interests of humal11ty, rendered, ~vlth ~ skilful engll1eer, a,nd WIth the 
great principles of politicall'ight, self-governme~1t, means whIch mIght be place~ at Ius cop:mand, 
freedom individual rio-hts all suffer when the VOIce prepared-well p:repared-agumst a mal'ltime as­
of the l[t~v is silencedbby ihe tumult of war. ''In- sault. But, sir, I turn away from aU these fore-
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bodings of evil. I have confidence in the con tin- ed, then I have only to say that, while;I would be 
uance of peace. I believe the good sense of both constrained by nothing but ovclTUling necessity 
countries will revolt nt a contest which can bring to take up the sword, yet, if the necessity shall 
no good to either, and secure an adjustment of come, I trust we shall never consent to lay it down 
existing difficulties on terms honorable to both. until the rights and the honor of the country shall 
Such i. my conviction. But, sir, if I am deceiv- have been fully ~indicated. 
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