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PRIMER; 

OR, THE 

CHILD'S FIRST BOOK. 



PRAY look for the scissors, 
The needles, and thread, 

That dear Emma may work 
,vhen her book she has read. 
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PRIMER; 

on, T UE 

CHILD'S FIRST BOOK. 
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THE ALPHABET. 

1TALIC CAPITAL LETTERS. 

ABCDEFG 
HIJKLMN 
OPQRSTU 

YWX YZ 
SMALL LETTERS. 

abcdefghi 
jklmnopqr 
stuv 1lf'XY~ 

FIGURES. 

1234061 
S90 



ROMAN ALPHABET. 



• ROMAN SMALL LETTERS. 



8 HOWE'S PRIMER. 

SYLLABLES. 

ab eh ib ob ub 
• ac ec IC oc UC 

ad ed id od ud 

af ef if of uf 
• ag eg 1g og ug 

ak ek ik ok uk 

al el ii ol ul 
• am em Im om um 
• an en Ill on un 

• ar er Ir or ur 
• as es IS OS us 

at et it ot lit 



HOWE'S PRIMER. 9 

SYLLABLES. 

·-·ha be bi bo bu 

da de di do du 

fa fe fi fo fu 

ha he hi ho hu 

ka ke ki ko ku 

la le li Io lu 

• ma me fill mo lllU 

• na ne DI no llU 

• pa pe pl po }lU 

• ra re rI ro ru 
• sa se SI 80 SU. 

ta te ti to tu. 



10 How..1;:·s PRIMER • 

.. 
WORDS OF TWO LETTERS. 

It is to be so 

A1n I to go in 
Is he in or no 

So do ye to us 

An1 I to go so 

Go on as I do go 

To us ye do it 
So to me it is 

'f o go in I an1. 

If I an1 to go 

I--I e is so to 1ne 

Do ye so to us 

So it is to be 

Do ye to us so 

Go up to it so . 

If it is to be 

If I am to go 
Up ·we go to it 

Do we go in so 

Am I to go on 

Up to it I go . 

So is he to go 

Is he in or no 

To go so I am 



HOWE'S PRIMER. 11 

WORDS OF THREE LETTERS. 

Age bit dip his log pen 
all bOlV dog hit . lot 

. 
pie 

ant box eat hog 1nap pig 
ape boy eel hu111 111en ran1 

< ' 
, , . ~..,-- -

, I -

buy fox 
. 

1110b tea arm Jay 
a~h buz fun 

. 
Il10\V top Jar 

ask cap gay jet mug cap 

cat 
. job fan ass gin nag 

bat 
. . 

hat CO\V gu111 JOY lll p 

bed cup gun kid nut lad 

b e day gut l a-w oak 111an 

bio' 1. 

hen lid 0-\Y l ' a1g pin • 0 



12 HOWE'S PRI1\IER. 

WORDS OF ONE SYLLABLE. 

A mug a dog a toy a cat 
a kid a man a hen a box 
a boy . 

a key a nag a pig 
. a ram a CO\V a cap a gig 

an ehn an ash the sun my top 

an arm an owl the sky my hat 
an ass an oar the bat my gun 

an eye an inn the ant 111y fan 



HOWE'S PRI1'1ER, 13 

WORDS OF FOUR LETTERS. 

Cane beer nest . . 
\VIng gain 

dine bird pink boar goat 
fare bold puff boil hair 
fire book rind coat head 

111ade cane rush de.ad hear 
1nope cape salt deal heat 
pare font sold dear hook 
pane face song deaf jail 

. 
hy111n toad east 

. . pies JOlll . 
knee town fail keep ripe 

tape line type fair lean 
tune 1nint ·whip feed loan 



14 HOWE'S PRil\fER. 

WORDS OF ONE SYLLABLE. 

T.he Lion roars 

The cock cro,vs 

The birds sing 

The cat 1ne,vs 

The wind blows 

The leaves fall 

The sweet rose 

The good boy 

An old 1nan 

A young horse 

A s1nall 1nouse 

An oak tree 

A fine boy 

A large ship 

A black sheep 

A ·white s,van 



HO'WE'S PRI.l\IER. 15 

SHORT SENTENCES. 

1Vhat a fiµ.e doll you have got. 
P1·n.;7, will you con1e this \Vay. 
I-Io"r bright the sun doth shine. 

The dog barks at th CO'\V. 

The la1nbs do skip and play. 
Let us try to get that nut. 



16 HOv\'E'S PRilUER. 

THE EAGLE. 

DEAR me! what a fine bird ; it was 

one of the same kind which we saw 

in the show at the fair. 

0 yes, it is the Ea-gle, it is call-ed 

the king of the birds, and it is so 

large as to be a-ble to fly a-way 

with a lamb. 



HO,VE'S PRIMER. 17 

THE HORSE. 

CHARLES, should not you like to haYe 

a horse with a long tail? 

0 yes, I should; I think it is cru-el 

to cut their tails and manes off. 

I should like to go and stroke that 

horse, he looks so kiu<l. 

You should not touch a strange 

horse, for fonr he sbou1d kick. 



18 

THE PARROT. 

PrrET-TY Poll! prel-ty poll! give poor 

Poll a nut. 

I \Yish I had some nuts to give tlii · 

pret-ty par-rot. Thev will eat nuts ., 

and ap-p1es, and uch like thing". 

Poll calls the maids up in the morn

ing, antl ays, "Six o'dock : it thne 

to get up." 



HOiVE'S PRDIER, 19 
I "I 

THE MASTIFF. 

KEEP-ER; take - care, and don't let 

thieves come. 

Bow, wow, he says, as if he did not 

care for any one: I dare say he would 

make a loud noise if a strange dog 

should go in-to hi 1nas-ter's yard. 

There are ma-ny kinds of dogs, smne 

a1:e as small as a cat, and o-thcrs are 

as large as a calf. ,. 
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THE RODIN. 

I-IoP, hop, hop ; l".ere comes poor 

lit-tle Ro-bin, I dare say he is ve-ry 

cold and hun-gry ; give hiin come 

bread crumbs., pom· thing. 

vVhat a pret-ty red brea~ t he has~ 

and what a long tail ! 

vVhen sum-mer comes, he w i11 sing 

you a song for your good-ness. Hop, 

hop: good bye, lit-tle Ro-tiu . 



HOWE'S PRIMER. 21 

THE MAGPIE. 

You look very fierce, nrn.s-ter Mag

pie; but you are a naugh-ty bird, 

for I once saw you up-on a poor 

sheep's back pull~ing the wool off. 

There ·was once a Mag-pie built 

its nest on the top of Farm-er J ones's 

pear-tree, and the wind blew so strong 

one day, that it was thrown on the 

gro1md and all the young ones kill-ed. 



22 HOWE'S PRil\IER. 

THE WHITE SWAN. 

I-IERE comes the Qu !en of birds : 

how state-ly she swims. 

Her bill is red, but the sides of it 
are black. Her body is white as snow. 
It eats plants thcit grow 1n the wa
ter, and seeds, autl snail . 

It makes its nest of long sticks and 

grass, and lays ve-ry large eggs. 



HOW.E'S PRIMER. 23 

THE ELEPHANT. 

Do you know, Jane, what they caU 

this huge beast? 

0 yes, it is an E-le-phant ; it is 

the larg-est and strong-est of all four 

foot-ed an-i-mals, but ·when tame, he 

he is ve-ry kind to his keep-er, so 

much so, as to kneel down and let 

him get on his back. 



24 HOWE'S P.RI1UER. 

THE FAVOURITE RABBIT. 

BuN-~Y, bun-ny, bun-ny, eat this 

sweet hay, and then I will give you 

a crust of bread. 

Pret-ty thing, how gent-ly it takes 

it from her hand. 

Eat a-way Bun-ny, eat a-way, I 

have got my bask-et full of sweet hay 

for you. 



.. 
HOWE'S PRIMER. 25 

THE BOYS AND HUMMING TOP. 

JOHN and Charles are ve-ry bu-sy 

spin-ning their hum-ming top, which 

their Aunt sent them from Lon-don. 

"\Vhat a noise it makes ! and what 

a long time it spins ! 

I will ask Pa-pa to buy me one 

when he goes to the fair. 



HOWE'S PRIMER. 

THE STAG. 

:HERE is the Stag with his long 
honis : you mu t rnind, my fine fel
low the hounds don't see you ; if 
they <lo, you must run ve-ry fast to 
save your life. 

The fle h of the Stag is ve-ry good 
to eat, and it is call-cd ven-i son. 



HOWE'S PRil\IER. 27 

A ·wELSH GOAT. 

You look ve-ry cun-nrng·, mas-tcr 

Goat, with your long beard. 

I will not trust rny-se1f too near 

you, for I once saw you run at a 

lit-tle boy and knock him do,Yn, and 

hurt him ve-ry rnucb. 

No, no, rnas-ter goat, +bc·ngh you 

do nod your hea<l, and stamp with 

your foot, I will uot come near you. 



.28 HOWE'S PRI.MER. 

THE GOOSE. 

WELL, mas-ter Goose, you are tir-ed, 

I should think, with walk-ing a-bout 

all day. 

Where are your young ones ; have 

you left the1n in the Pond ? 

If a sly Fox should see them, it 

is a great c..:hance but he will kill one, 

and car-ry it a-way on his back, and 

then you will be sor-ry for not ta-king 

them home with you. 



HOWE'S PRIMER, 29 

THE CUCKOO. 

Cuc-KOO', cuc-koo, she sings as she 

flies from tree to tree, to rob poor 

lit-tle birds of their eggs. 

Cru-el Cuc-koo, can't you find any 

thing else to eat, with-out rob-bing 

their lit-tle hous-es ? 

Cuc-koos on-ly live with us three 

or four months in the sum-mer, and 

then they fly to France or -some 

..o-ther \Vann coun-try. 



·SO ·HOWE'S PRDIER. 

THE TAME LINNET. 
-
HERE is Jane with her Lin-net on her 

fin-ger, and a pret-ty lit-tle thing it is. 

I dare say she feeds it well, and 

is ve-ry kind to it, or it would fly 

a-way and leave her. 

What a nice cage she has got for 

it to live in ; antl a box to hold its 

food, und a glass for its wa-ter. 



HOWE'S PRI1\IER. ' 31 · 

A MORNING HYMN. 
. .. 

MY FATHER, I thank thee for sleep, 

For quiet and peaceable rest ; 

I thank thee for stooping to keep 

An infant from be_ing distrest: . 

0 how can a poor little creature repay 

Thy fatherly kindness by night.and by 

day! 

My voice would be lisping thy pra~se, 

My heart would repay thee with Jove, 

0 teach 1ne to walk in thy ways, 

And fit me to see thee· above : 

For J Esus. said, "Let little children 

come nigh ;" _ . [ as I. 

And he ,vill not despise such an infant 

As long as thou seest it right 

That here upon earth I should stay, 

I pray thee to guard me by night, _ 

And help me to serve thee by day; 

That when all the days 9f my life shall 

have pass'd, [last. 

I may worshjp thee better in heaven at 



32 HOWE'S PRI1\1ER. 

AN EVENJN·G HYMN. 

LORD, I have pass'd another day, 
And come to thank thee for thy care~ 

Forgive my faults in work and play, 
And listen to my evening prayer. 

Thy favour gives me daily bread, 
And friends who all my wants supply,. 

And safely now I rest my head, 
Preserv' d and guarded by thine eye. 

Look down in pity, and forgive 
Whate'er I have said or done amiss; 

And help me, ev'ry day I live 
To serve thee better than on this. 

Now, w bile I speak, be pleased to take 
A helpless child beneath thy care ; 

And condescend, for JEsus' sake, 
To listen to my evening prayer. 



HOWE'S PRil\IER. 33 

MORNING PRAYER. 

SA VE 111e ; 0 God, from e-vil 

all this day, and let me love 

and serve Thee for e-ver, for the. 

sake of J e-sus Christ, Thy Son, 

our Lord.-A-men. 



!34 HOWE'S PRIMER. 

EVENING PRAYER. 

FoR-GIVE 1ne, 0 Lord, all that 

I have done ·wrong this day, and 

keep n1e safe all this night, for 

Je-sus Christ's sake.-A-men. 

l)]JRBY: Printed by and for William Bemrose and Co. 





THE VAIN GOOSE. 

SAID a Goose to a Cat, 
Ancl a Rabbit one clay, 

" Suppose that we all run a race; 
For really, l think, 
'Twoul<l be excell_ent sport, 

As each goes very near the same pace." 

"Very well," said the Cat, 
And the Rabbit agreed ; 

But asked from what place they shou1d start; 
"Frnrri the roo$t to the barn, 
Ancl the Cow shall decide, 

So prepare every one for his part." 


