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EARLY- SEEDS 

TO PRODUCE 

T·HE PEN AND INK. 

l\IA Y I use the pen ? Do let n1e 

use the pen. No, you may not use 

the pen. And you n1ay not dip 

it in the ink. See, it is all -wet. 

Do not do so. You can sit by 1ne, 

and see 111e use it. 
Why do you use the pen if I 
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may not ? You are not so big as 
I am. I am big, I 1nay use a 
pen. One day you can do as I 
do. But not yet. 

The ink is red. Why do you 
use reel ink ? It is not all red. 
The old pen has not red ink in it. 
Now I can not see to use my pen. 
The sun is set. Put the pen up 
in the box. And put the lid on 
the ink. Now let us go. May 
the dog go too ? 

Yes, he 1nay go. Put on the 
new hat, for we can go and sec 
Joe. 
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THE BOY AND Tl-IE ANT. 

A BOY sa-,v an ant one day. It 

ran to get out of his way. But 

the boy ,vas not a bad boy. He 

put a bit of his bun by the ant. 

And th€ ant saw the bit of bun. 

And the ant did not run on. But 

it ate the bit of bun. And the 

boy SR\V it eat, and he -was gay. 

The ant can do no ill to any 

one. 
Run to 111e, n1y own boy. 

'fhe bad dog has bit the old cat. 

The bee can fly to sip de-,v out 

of the bud. 



------------------ . 
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Let us go out to see the sun set. 
Do not let To1n get at the hot 

tea. 
The cow is not to eat the ,vet 

hay. 
May I not go to bed now ? 
See, the sky is all red. 
Let us go to the sty and see the 

pig eat. 
Why do you go out in the ,vet? 
To1n has a cup, and Joe has a 

1nug. 
Let 1ne see the cup and the 

mug. 
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. 
WHAT IS TEA? 

Boy. WHAT is tea, ma1n1na ? 
Does it gro,v ? 

M. Yes, 1ny clear. It is the 
leaf of -a tree. Men pick it, and 
dry it on tins over a fire. Then 
it is fit for use. 

Boy. It does not grow here, 
does it, manuna? I have not 
seen a11y leaf like it. 

J.Vl. No, it does not gro1v here. 
But in a land very far off over the 
sea, in Asia. But you n1ay have 
seen a leaf like it. I dare say you 
do not kno,v what the tea leaf is 
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like. It is so dry when you see it, 
that you can not know its real 
shape. And it is not till it is wet 
that it will open. And even then 
,ve do not often find a whole leaf. 
The next ti1ne I find one ·when I 
make the tea, I ·will call you and 
show it to you. 

Boy. Thank you, mamma, I 
shall like very much to see what 
it is like. What is the name of 
the land that tea comes fron1, 
mamma? 

M. China, my dear. And the 
people in China do not put any 
1nil.k and sugar in their tea as 
we do. 
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THE DARI{. 

Boy. 0, NURSE, l)ray do not take 
a,vay the light. It is all so dark, 
I do not Uke it at all. Pray, nurse, 
come back to n1e with the light. 

N. My dear boy, what is it you 
fear? The dark will not hurt 
you. You are as safe in the dark 
as in the light. Do not you know 
you are? 

·Boy. 0 yes, I know God is as 
much with me now, as if it was 
clay. But I can not help it, nurse ; 
I saw a ·white thing there, and I 
do not kno,v what it is. 

N. I will get the light, and then 
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·we shall see ; but I an1 sure we 
shall find it is not anything that 
will hurt you. I did not think 
you ,vere so silly. There, 110,v, 
,vhat do you think it is? 

Boy. l do not kno,v, nurse ; 
what is it? 

N. It is your white kite ,vhich 
you hung up on that nail just 
now, my dear silly boy. 

Boy. Well, it ,vas silly, nurse; 
but I could not think what it "ra . 
But now I know, I am not afraid. 
You can take a,vay the light no,v, 
nurse ; good by. 

N. Good night, dear, and no-w 
shut your eyes and go to sleep. 
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. ,. 

THE PL Ul\1:S. 

" THE plums are ripe, aunt; 
n1ay we go arid pick them? ': said 
Mary Lane one hot clay. '' We 
will not eat any of then1, aunt." 

" If you will give n1e your word, 
Mary, not to eat any of those you 
pick, you may go," said her aunt. 
" But if you can not give n1e your 
word, then do not go. For the 
plums are very nice, and I a1n 
sure when you pick them, you.will 
want to eat then1 very much. But 
they are not good for yoli, and if 
you eat then1 they will -n1ake-you 

. ( 
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ill. But I mean to make them 
into jan1, and you 1nay have as 
much j an1 as you like. So do not 
eat the raw plums." 

"No, dear aunt, ,ve will not," 
said Mary ; " John ·will help us, 
and you know, aunt, he is too big 
to care for plums." 

" I do not know that," said her 
aunt, "but l know that J ob.n will 
not take any, for I have told hiin 
I do not Jike him to eat rR\V 
plums. And John ·will not do 
what I · do not like him to do, I am 
sure. So you may go, my dear. 
And tell Jane she must not 
eat any, but that she may have 
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so1ne ja1n when I have _1nade. it." 
So Mary, and Jane, · and John, 
all went to the old plun1-tree. 
And John got up the tree, _ and 
then he could pick the plums, 

and Mary_ and Jane put them in 
the basket. -

And they 4id not any of the1n 
eat _one plu1n. They -yvere good, 
and did as they had been told to 
do. If they had eaten some 
plumsj their aunt would_ not have 
seen them. For she was in the 
house, and they ,vere in th~ field 
a long way off. But t~ey kne,v 
that God can see us in the house 
or in the field, and that he kno,vs 
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all we do. And they would not 
dare to let Him see them sin. 

They got ·so many plums, their 
aunt could not think hffw it was 
the old tree had borne so many. 
And she was quite glad, and said 
they had been very good. And 
1v hen she had made the pl u1n jam, 
she gave them as 1nuch as they 
could eat, and it was very nice. 

And Mary and Ja~e planted 
some of the pl um-stones in their 
littl~ gardens, for they ~hought it 
,vould be a good plan, as the 
plum-tree was getting so old, to 
have a few nice young trees grow· 
ing up in its stead. 





• 
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THERE were once two pigs who 
li yed in the sa1ne sty. They ,vere 
black pigs, and they ,vere so 1nuch 
alike, that you ,voulcl not liave 
been able to tell one fro1n the 
other, if it had not been that they . 
,vere so unlike in their ways. 
For one ,vas a clean pig, and the 
other a dirty pig. The clean pig 
kept his side of the sty so clean, 
that it was quite a treat to see it. 
And ,vhen the man took nice fresh 
stra,v to the sty at night, -the clean 

B 
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pig got his share of it, and laid it 
down for a bed. So he was dry 
and clean, and slept so well. And 
his coat shone like jet. 

But the dirty pig used to lie 
clovvn on all the dirty wet straw 
that had been in the sty for a 
week. And he never made up 
such a clean dry bed as the other 
one did. So he was all over mud 
and dnt, and did not look like a 
black pig, but as if he was grey. 
Then one day the man ca1ne to 
the sty and said, " Now I do not 
want two pigs any more. I am 
going to kill one to make bacon. 
I will not take the clean pig, for I 
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quite like to look at his nice tidy 

ways; but, as to that dirty pig, I 

shall be quite glad to get rid of 

him, for his 1vays are so nasty and 

he looks so ugly, that I think we 

shall get on n1uch better when he 

is gone." So the dirty pig ,vas 

sent a,vay that very night. But 

the clean pig lived there for along 

time, and all ,vho saw him said 

they never hacl seen such a neat 

clean sty. · 
Did you ever see any little boy 

or girl at all like the dirty pig in 

their ·ways? I ain afraid I have 

heard son1e say, "I do not like to 

be washed~'' 
B2 
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THE LAZY MAN, WHO HAD 
BEEN A LAZY BOY. 

SEE, -what a lazy n1an ! He has 
gone to sleep. And while he is 
asleep a poor clog con1es up to 
steal son1e of the meat. 

If the 1nan should chance to 
wake up I am afraid the poor clog 
will be sorry for it. The n1an's 
name is David Bone, and he is a 
very, very lazy man. And do you 
know how he ca1ne to be so lazy ? 
I will tell you. When he ,vas a 
little tiny boy, he used to lie in 
bed very late in the n1orning 
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His mother told hi1n to get up 
at seven. But no. David liked 
better to lie in bed. So he used 
to lie half asleep till nine o'clock, 
and when he got up he was cross 
and stupid, and often said, '' Will 
it not soon be tin1e to go to bed 
again?" And if he was sent out 
on an errand, he often sat do-lvn 
by the side of a hedge and fell fast 
asleep. And so as he grew up he 
got "orse and ,vorse. The older 
he ,vas the 1nore sleep he wanted. 
And no,v he is a 111an he can scarce 
keep a-wake at all. He sleeps in 
church, and he sleeps ,vhen he sits 
in his ·hop, and they say that he 
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ofte1i goes to sleep ·with his knife 
and fork in his hands at dinner. 
Ho1v sad to think of losing so 
1nuch time ! You kno,v ,vc shall 
one day have to give an account of 
all our tin1e, and the way in which 
1Y-e have spent it. This ought to 
n1ake us very car cf ul not to waste 
any. And we can scarce waste it 
in a ,vorse ·way than by sleeping 
over our duty as David Bone does. 

People only ,vant a few hours' 
sleep out of the twcntyafour, and 
those who take more than Sff\en 

or eight are n1uch less active than 
others who arc content -with this 
number. 
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TI-IE BOY vVI-IO DID NOT 
LII(E TO GO TO BED. 

Now I ·will tell you of a little boy 
·whose fault ,vas not like David 
Bone's. Robert Dale did not like 
to go to bed. I-le thought it was 
like a baby to go to bed early, so 
he u cd to beg every night to stay 
up a little later, till _at last he sat 
up to supper al"ays, and then he 
felt quite happy. But little boys 

. and girls want 1nore sleep than 
gro1vn-up people do. They run 
about all day and get tired, and 
it is right that they should have 
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plenty of sleep. And it does chil­
dren a great deal of harn1 to sit 
up late, and, above all things, it is 
bad for them to stay up and eat 
supper. I wonder very n1uch that 
Robert's papa and n1an11na let 
hi1n stay up, but he teased so 
1nuch, that they ·were un-wise 
enough to let him do as he 
wished. For a little while all 
,vent on very ·well, and Robert 
,vas very happy, and fancied he 
·was like a 1nan. But 1nen are not 
often so silly as to do ,vhat is not 
good for the1n, and if a man ,vas 
told he ·would be better if he ,vent 
to bed early, I think he ·would do 
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it. But Robert sat up, and at last 
he began to look Yery pale and 
thin. He could not eat; and ,vhen 
he ,vas in bed he used to lie awake 
and could not get to sleep. Then 
his papa ,vas sad and sent for the 
doctor, and the doctor said Robert 
1nust haYe change of air. So he 
,yas ent to an old aunt in the 
country, and he was very 1nuch 
pleased to go, and thought he 
should be very happy. But the 
fir t night he ,va" sadly vexed, 
,v hen hi aunt told hi1n as the 
clock truck eight that he must go 
to bed. He began to beg to stay 
up a.· he did at hon1 e, but his aunt 
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,vas fir1n, and told hi1n she did not 
like little boys to sit up late. 
Well, after a little ·while, Robert 
got so much better, that he could 
eat and. run about as well as ever, 
and his colour came back, and he 
,vas out all day, and used to be 
quite glad when eight o'clock came 
that he might go to bed. Then 
·when he was quite ,vell he ·went 
home again, and he never asked 
to stay up to supper again, for, as 
he said to his papa, " I am sure it 
is not good for me. I ,vas so well 
all the time I was at aunt's and 
went to bed at eight, and I do not 
want to be ill again." 
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THE STORl\f. 
. . 

CHARLES and his 1na1n1na have 
been out to see a poor woman 
,vho lives by . a .. wood. And the 
,vay to her cottage is across a great 
n1any corn fields. It has been a 
very hot day, but no,v the sky is all 
dark, and just as Charles and his 
111amn1a are about half ·"vay home, 
the rain begins to fall, and the 
lightning shines over the black 
clouds. Charles is afraid, for he is 
a very little boy, and he does not 
like to be out in the storn1. Let 
us hear what he says to his n1am­
n1a as he runs by her side. 
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Charles. 0 ma111111a, do let us 
stay under this nice large tree. It 
,vill keep the rain off. You do not 
kno,v how ·wet I an1. See, 111y 
jacket is quite wet through. Do 
let us stand up here. 

JJJanin2a. No, 111y darling, it i · 
not safe to stand under a tree 
·when there is lightning. W c 111u t 
go on as fast as ,ve can. We shall 
very soon get home. 

Cliarles. 0 ,v hat a fl.a h, n1a1n­
n1a ! and hark ! do you hear the 
thunder ? So very loud. What 
hall ·we do? 
Ill annna. All ,ve can do, clear, i: 

to -walk a. fa t c . ,vc can. I can ·cc 
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our house no,v, and ,ve shall very 
soon be there. Do not be afraid, 
darling, _God " rill take care of us, 
I trust. Do you kno,v what I used 
to be told when I ,vas a little girl, 
and was afraid of the thunder ? 
l\fy n1amma told me that it was 
the voice of God. Then, if I had 
been naughty, I was very n1uch 
afraid. But if Charles is a good 
boy, and tries to do all that he 
ought to do, he need not be so 
much afraid. For God loves those 
,vho love hin1, and they will love 
to hear his voice. 

Clzarles. I ,vill not be afraid, 
mamma, I hope ,ve shall be taken 
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care of. I know God can do every 
thing. But yet I shall be glad to 
get home ; there is no harm in 
that, is th0re, n1a1nma? 

Mamma. No, indeed, my boy. 
I long very n1uch to see you safe 
in bed. 

Charles. In bed, man111a ? I 
have not had 1ny tea. 

JYlccninia. No, darling, but as 
soon as we get home I n1ust put 
you into bed, or you will take cold 
from having got so wet. But I 
·will come up and have my tea "\Vith 
you in your little room, and after 
tea I will talk to you about the 
storn1, and try to toll you what it 
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is that makes the lightning. Will 
you like that ? 

Charles. 0 yes, 1na1n1na. What 
fun it will be to have tea in bed. 
And so nice for you to be up with 
111e, ma111ma. Now we are ho1ne. 
How glad I an1 ! 

Mannna. Run up stairs and ask. 
nurse to take off your ·wet things 
as quickly as she can, and rub you 
well with a war1n towel, and put 
you to bed, and I will soon con1e 
up to you. 
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THE LITTLE DUCI{S . 

. Ann. Do not hurt the little 
ducks, J an1es. Poor little things! 

Janies. No, I ·willnothurtthe1n, 
Ann. But I ,vant to ·ee the old 
hen. I ,vant to see ho,v she ,vill 
look ,vhen she sec· the little clucks 
go into the water. She ,vill be in 
a fright. She will think they will 
be di·o,vncd. N o-w they are going 
in. Sec ho,v quick she turns her 
head round. And here come.· the 
cock too, running as fa.t as his 
legs will carry him. I it not fun 
to see ? They think the ducks are 
their o,vn children, 
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.Ann. No, I do not think it is 
fun. It is very cruel. Auel papa 
was very angry when he found 
John had put ducks' eggs in the 
old hen's nest. For you know 
the hen has not got reason. She 
does not know that the ducks can 
swin1 because they have webbed 
feet. She does not know they 
are not her O"'\Vll children. She 
sat upon the eggs and hatched 
them, and of course she thinks 
that they will be drowned, as her 
o,vn chickens would be if they 
went into the water. Papa says 
it is very wrong to hm't the na ... 

C 
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tural feelings of ·· even a dun1b 
creature. 

J a.mes. Well, if papa says so, I 
will not laugh at her any more. 
But it does seem very odd to see 
her first feeding her chicks, and 
then running off to scold tho 
naughty little ducks because they 
will run to the water. My dear 
Mrs. Hen, don't be uneasy. They 
are safe enough. 

Ann. I will take away the dish 
of water, then they cannot get in 
it and tease the poor old thing. 

J a.rnes. Well, I think that i 
cruel, Ann, for the ducks like it. 

Ann. They will do very well 
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,vithout it f9r a day or two ; and 
papa said as soon as the new man 
can1 :, they should be taken a""\vay 
from the old hen. It ,vould be 
n1uch bett8r to hatch the eggs as 
they do in Egypt than to give 
then1 to the ,vrong 1nother. 

J a112es. How do they hatch eggs 
in Egypt, then ? 

Ann. By artificial heat. In a 
ort of oven, ,v here they are often 

tuTned by a man ,vho stays there 
all day on purpose. 

J anies. How hot the poor 1nan 
mu t be! Why do they do so? 

Ann. Because the Egyptian 
hens are very carele~s mothers. 

c2 
., 
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THE GOOD BOY. 

Ho,v calm and still it is in chat 
room. The day is over. -Night 
is coming on. And b~f ore the 
little boy and girl go to bed, papa 
gets the great Bible and reads a 
chapter. Robert sits by his side, 

and is very good. He does not 
kick his feet about under the 

table, or make faces at his sister 
to make her laugh. Nor does he 
play with pussy, a.s I have seen 

some little boys do even when the 

Bible was being read. Robert is 
better taught than such sad boys 
as these. I-Ie sits stdl, and he not 
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only keeps his eyes and his hands 
still, but he listens ··with his whole 
heart to ,vhat his papa reads. 
And Kitty sta11ds still too, and 
tries to do as she sees her brother 
do. He is older than· she is, and 
of course she looks to hin1 and so 
tries to copy hin1. Robert kno,vs 
this, and it makes hiin all the more 
careful to do what is right. He 
kno,vs that if he is naughty, that 
if he plays ·with the cat, or looks 
out of the window, or even does 
not attend while his papa is read­
ing, that little l{itty will see it, 
and that very likely she will then 
do just the sa1ne. R.obert knows 
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that if she did wrong because ho 

did it, the fault -would be 1nore 

his than hers. So he does ,vhat ho 

ought to do, and then he is happy 

to see her do tho same, ancl f cols 

that it is he ,vho helps her in it. 

Think of this, elder brothers and 

sisters, and try, my dear children, 

to bear in mind, that you sot the 

exaniple to your little brothers and 

sisters. That, as you clo, so ,vill 

they. If they are naughty becau. ·e 

you have bBen so, your will be 

the fault. But ho,v happy it will 

make you to see then1 trying to 

do -well, because they have seen 

you good. 
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THE RASH PROMISE. 

Mary. 0 CooK, puss has stolen 
the 1neat. I saw her jump off the 
table. I did not kno,v she was 
doing ·wrong, but now I see s~e 
has got a great piece of meat in 
her mouth. 

Cook. Well, n1iss, never mind. 
It is her O"\Vn bit of n1eat, which 
she was to have for dinner to-day 
and to-n1orrow, and now she has 
got it all to-day, she must go 
,vithout any to-morro,v. 

Mary. 0 Cook, but she will be 
so hungry. Can you not tell her 
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not to do so again, and not punish 
· her in that way ? 

Cook. She will not know what 
I mean if I talk to her. The only 
way to make a cat mind if she is 
naughty is to beat her, or else to 
keep her without food. A little 
girl may be spoken to, and can 
understand, but a cat has no rea­
son. But I am busy, miss, I can­
not stay to talk to you now. So 
Mary went up to her mamma and 
told her what puss had done, and 
how cruel Cook ·was going to be, 
for that she meant to keep puss 
without any dinner to-morro-w. 
And her mamma said, · '' Well, if 
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you will spare her some of your 

dinner to-mo1To,v, she need not 

go quite ,vithout." And Mary 

said, " 0 yes, that I ,vill, she shall ~ 

have all 1ny dinner." 
But when the next day came, 

Mary was hungry as well as puss, 

and she did not think any longer 

of giving up all her dinner. In­

deed I do think she would have 

forgotten all about it, but puss 

seemed to have heard ,vhat she 

said, and did not forget. And 

,vhen Mary heard mew mew by 

her chair, then she thought of 

what she had said the day before, 

and she felt very sorry, for she 
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,vas very hungry. But puss went 
on mew mew, and so Mary at last 
gave her half. When ·we make 
a promise, it is our duty to keep 
it ; and so we had better be very 
careful what "\Ve say. 

I dare say, Mary did not mako 
a rash promise again for a long 
time; for though, when she ·was 
not hungry, it ·was easy enough 
to promise a"\vay her dinner, yet 
when the time came for keeping 
her word, she found it very hard 
indeed. Think of the future, 
when you speak ; it ,vill save you 
many a painful hour. 
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TI-IE LITTLE BIRDS. 

IT is cold ,vinter. The leaves 

are all gone. They have fallen 

on the ground, and ,vill never 

look green again. But never 

n1ind; if ,ve live till the spring, we 

shall see pretty fresh buds, and 

bright ne,v leaves will burst forth. 

But it ,vill be a long ,vhile before 

that happens, and, in the 1nean­

·while, what will the poor little 

birds do ? The ground is all over 

sno'\v. Thoy cannot find any food. 

They hop hero and there, and 

chirp, but it is all SllO"r, SllO"W, and 

at last they are so hungry that 
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they get quite bold, and fly close 
to the ,vindows to ask for food. 
And they see tables by bright 
nses, and there is nice bread on 
the tables, and happy little chil­
dren sit round them, and eat their 
breakfasts. Will not the little 
children think of the poor little 
hungry birds, and spare them 
some crumbs? Ye.· , see here are 
some good little children ·who open 
the window and give bread to the 
two starving robins on the tree 
outside ; and they do not mind 
the cold air, for they are so glad 
to be able to do good to the poor 
birds. See how tame the poor 
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things are ! They take the food 
ont of the little boy's hand. And 
he takes great care not to make 
the111 afraid. It is kind ahvays 
to save crumbs of bread, and put 
then1 out on the window-sill- for 
the little bircls. In stunmer they 
are often glad of a little extra 
food, for then they have young 
ones to feed, but in winter they 
often can get nothing to eat, and 
1nany die of hunger. If, then, you 
feed them every day, · they will 
soon gro,v ta111e and · con1e ·quite 
close to you, that is, if you take 
great care not to try to catch 
them, and 1nakc then1 fear you. 
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TI-IE NAUGHTY DOG AND 
CAT. 

· A DOG and a cat once li vccl in 
the same house. 1'hey ·were first 
taken to it ,v hen they ·were very 
young, and then they used to play 
with each other very prettily, so 
that everybody liked to see then1. 
But as they gre,v older they began 
to bite a little too hard, and pu . 
,vould run away 1vith the dog's 
bones, and then he would gro-wl 
and show his teeth, and be very 
cross indeed ; and day by day 
they loved each other less, and 
took at la. ,t no painq to make ach 
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other happy. So then people used 

to say, " Now they lead a real cat 

and dog life." It is a sad thing 

to begin to quarrel. We do not 

kno,v ho-,v far we shall go if ,ve 

once say an unkind ·word or even 

give a cross look. People have 

begun in this way, and have gone 

on till they have hated one another 

with all their hearts, and at last 

one has eve1i been so wicked as to 

kill the other. And no,v hear 

,vhat happened to this naughty 

dog and cat. One day the dog 

had a very nice bone. It was the 

bone out of a shoulder of mutton, 

and there wa a great deal of meat 
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left upon it. - So he was very much 
pleased, and took it into his bed, 
where he gna,ved and gnawed, 
and ,vas quite happy. But puss, 
who heard the sound of his teeth, 
came to see ·what he had got, and 
peeped over the top of the basket, 
and when she saw the bone, she 
longed to taste it too. So instead 
of waiting till he had done ·with it, 
she put in her paw to try and get 
it out. 'fhen the dog was in a sad 
passion, and he flew out of his 
basket and caught puss by the 
back and shook her well : and she 
1nade good use of her cla,vs and 
teeth, and ·crutched and tore hi1n 
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sadly as soon as she got loose. 
'rhen he bit her again, and so they 
,vent on till they ,vere both fight.­
ing as hard as they could. They 
had quite forgot the happy tin1es 
when they used to live so merrily 
together as a little pup and kit. 
Ill ten1per can so blot a"ray good 
thoughts fro111 our n1inds. N q,v, 
the dog was a great deal stronger 
than the cat, and at last he got 
hold of her .by the neck, and held 
her so for two or three n1inutes to 
keep her fron1 hurting him. He 
did not 1nean to kill her, at least 
he did not think of doing so, but 
when 'lie let her go, at last , she 

D 
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fell on the ground quite dead. 
Then his n1aster ,vas very angry 
with hiin, and said he ··would not 
keep such a cross dog any more 
in the house. So he was sent 
away to a very hard place where 
he had to help draw a truck all 
day, and where he got very fe,v 
bop.es to pick, and had no ti1ne to 
pick them when he did. And if 
he had had reason, he would have 
repented very sorely for having 
lost his happy home through his 
own bad temper and passionate 
ways. 
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THE LITTLE BABY. ·1 

Mary. 0 ! the dear little baby 
is come out of doors ! See how 
glad it is to con1e out. Do let 
me hold it, Nurse. 

1' urse. I an1 afraid you will let 
it fall, dear. It begins to jump 
about novY, and it may spring out 
of yotu· arn1s. You would be so 
sorry if it was to fall on the 
ground, would you not, dear ? 

lfary. Yes, indeed I should. 
When n1ay I hold it ? 

Nurse. You shall sit down and 
have it in your lap. It will soo1. 

n2 . 
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learn to kno-,v and love you. I 
think it holds out its ar1ns to you 
now. 

Mary. 0, the dear little thing! 
when will it walk and talk ? I 
long so to see it run about, and to 
hear it say, " l\fary." 

N urse. Ah, it ·will not do that 
for a long tin1e yet. You kno,v 
babies are 1nonths before they can 
even ·n1ile, and n1onths more be­
fore they can . ·peak. It cannot 
eat yet ; it ha not one tooth. 

Mary. Well, I cannot think 
how it is, Nurse; when pus had 
kitten , they could ,valk in two or 
three day·, and in t1vo w ek they 
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ran about as fast as I can. And so 

could the little chicks that were 

hatched last week; but · this baby 

lies still in a cradle ·or your lap 

ahnost all day, and it is nearly six 

111011 ths old, is it not ? 
Nurse. Oh, no, it is not six 

111011ths old: it is not quite three; 

but you see, 1ny dear, it is not 

the same with children and little 

kittens or chickens. If chickens 

and kittens could not walk, what 

,voulcl their n1others do ? They 

could not carry then1 all about at 

once ; and then they have shorter 

lives. They gro-w up 1nuch faster 

t;han a child. A cat is quite gro-wn 
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up when it is one year old; and at 
one year old a child is still in arin. ·, 
you kno,v. Children ought to be 
very good to their n1others, for 
they have a great deal of trouble 
-with then1 ; 1nuch 1nore than a 
cat or a hen with their young one·. 
You know how little .-leep your 
mamma gets with this baby, and 
how she is o bligecl to stay at ho1ne 
aln1ost all day, that she may be 
able to feed it. She did all that 
for you once. 

Mary. Yes, I know she did, a1 d 
I do lo e her very n1uch for it. I 
hope the baby , ill love her too, 
·when it i. big enough. 
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Nurse. You 1n ust be a very good 
girl yourself, n1y dear, and al-ways 
sho-,v your love by minding what 
your n1a111n1a says to you. Then, 
"\vhen the baby is old enough to 
know right from ·wrong, you will 
be able to set it a good exa1nple. 
Thi will be far better than telli'ng 
it how to behave. 

Maru. Indeed I ,vill try, Nurse. 
• ' .. 

_.:. 

' \ 
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THE SILLY LITTLE l\fAN. 

THERE was once a little 1nan 
"\vho wanted to be very tall. But 
it ,vas of no use for him to ·wish, 
for he could not 1nake himself any 
bigger, you know, and he was a.· 
big as he was meant to be; so it 
would have been ,vise of him if he 
had been content. But no, he ·was 
nlways thinking, " Oh, if I ,vas but 
as big as Jack Hodge." Now, 
Jack Hodge was a great tall fello-w 
of six feet high, and the little man 
only just ca1ne up to his elbo,v. 
But he could ne, er be easy, and 
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he thought at last he ,vould 1nake 
hiinself a pair of stilts, and walk 
with then1, instead of on his legs. 
And so he did ; and then, to be 
sure, his head was as high as Jack 
Hodge's, but his legs did not 
touch the ground, and everybody 
laughed at hi1n. And one day, 
"hen he was walking over a wet 
lane, his stilts slipped, and down 
he came on his face all in the n1ud; 
and he cou]cl not get up for a long 
ti1ne, not till son1e one ca1ne by 
that way and untied his stilts for 
hi1n. People do not know how 
silly they often look ,vhen they 
try to n1ake the1n "elve like other 
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people. God has not 111ade us all 
alike, and it is our duty to be con­
tent with what he ha· done for us. 
Let us try to 111ake ourselve a.· 
much better than 'WC' are as -nrc 
can, but not one bit bigger. For 
little n1en on stilt do not look 
half so well as they ,vould ·walk­
ing on their own little leg . 

Some little boys and girls too 
are silly enough to be abvay · try­
ing to be men and ,von1e11. Ah, 
n1y clear children, if you 1Youlcl 
but believe it, you arc 111uch hap­
pier now than you ,vill be , hen 
you ha ye all the cares and sor­
ro,v of life to bcrrr. 
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THE KIND DOCTOR. 

J\!IR. JONES was a very kind 111an. 
I-Io ,vas a do~tor, and had a horse, 
and ho used to ride about to sec 
tho ·ick people, even if they lived 
eyer so far off, and the ·weather 
,vas eyer so bad. One night 
the 111-0on shone, but it was ,cry 
cold, and at la t the sno,v began 
to fall. But l\Ir. J on~s was ·o 
kind a to go out all in the sno,v 
and cold to sec a poor woman 
,v ho ,va v ry ill. She wa poor, 
and he kne,v she could not afford 
to pay hin1 any n1oncy for his 
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visits, or for the physic he sent 

her; but he went to see her just 

the san1e as if she had been a 

rich lady and had given hin1 a 

guinea for every call. When he 

got about half way to the cottage, 

he sa,v something lying under a 

tree, and stopped his horse to sec 

what it was ; and he sa,v it was a 

girl who was bending over a little 

boy on the ground, and trying to 

keep him ,varm. Mr. Jones call. 

ed out to the children to kno-w 

,vhat was the n1atter, and then 

the girl lifted up her head and 

looked very glad to see son1e one 

near her ; and she told l\Ir. Jone 
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that she and her little brother 
had set off to find their way to his 
house to ask hiin for so111e physic 
for their mother, who ,vas very ill, 
and that her brother had at last 
fallen down on the ground, and 
she did not know ·what ,vas the 
matter ·with hin1. Then ~Ir. Jones 
saw they were the children of the 
very poor wo1nan he ·was going to 
see, and he got off his horse and 
went up to the poor child to see 
what was the 1natter with hin1; and 
he saw that the poor little boy had 
fainted fro111 tho cold night air, 
and if the child had been alone, 
he might ha-re lain there on the 



62 EARLY SEEDS TO 

cold ground till he died. But his 
poor sister, though she was not 
strong enough to carry him hon1e, 
hacl kept hi1n a little warm by 
folding her arn1s rouni him. And 
Mr. Jones soon poured something 
into his mouth that quite gave 
him new strength, and he opened 
his eyes and sat up. Then Mt. 
Jones put him on his own horse, 
and took him and his sister snf e• 
ly to their })OOr m.other's cottage, 
and they found her a great deal 
better. 

/ 
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'l'HE END. 
AND now, little children, the 

book is at an end. I hope you 
have tried to read ,vell with all 
your hearts ; if so, I an1 sure you 
can now read a great deal better 
than you could "r hen you first 
began it. .Are you not very glad 
that you have learned to read? 
You ha-, e a great deal to thank 
your father and mother for in 
having you taught. You do not 
quite kno,v how 1nuch trouble it is 
to teach a little child to read. I 
dare say you thought it was very 
hard work to learn. But I can 
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tell you that it was not half so 
hard to you to learn as it was to 
your parents to teach you ; and 
while they ,vere trying to make it 
all as easy as they could to you, 
very likely you were doing all you 
could to give them trouble. Think 
of this now. Now you kno,v ho-,v 
pleasant it is to be able to read 
pretty stories, and now you see that 
you were taught to read for your 
own pleasure. And now make 
good use of yotu· tin1e, and rec. d 
all the books that are likcl y to n1ake 
you ,vise and good.-Farewell. 
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