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PROCESS OF THE

MANUFACTURE OF PORCELAIN,

ROYAL CHINA-WORKS,

WORCESTER.

ll

"Tae first operation viewed, is
that of reducing the hard bodies
made use of in the composition
of the china, into powder, which
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1s performed by an 1ron roller,
upwards of two tons weight,
revolving in a groové not much
unlike a cyder-mill.

The materials are then mixed
up in their proper proportions,
calcined, and afterwards ground
at the water-mill (Plate, No. 1%
so fine, as to go through sieves,
which will not admit "any par-
ticle larger than the fifty-seven-
thousandth part of a square inch
to pass: the composition, then
n its liquid state, is dried upon
the slip-kilns, till it becomes of



TEMPERING THE CLAY.
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the consistency of clay: (These
two processes are seen in Plate,
No. 2) [t 1s afterwards tem-
pered, or beaten together, to
render the clay firm and solid,
(Plate, No. 3;) then taken to
the throwing-room, where the
ware is first formed on the
wheel, ( Plate, No. 45;) and
thence to the stove-room, 1n
which it is placed to dry gra-
dually ; thereby preparing it for
the turning, (Plate, No. 5,)
where the articles, being fixed
to the lathe, are rendered per-
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tectly smooth and correct in
their form.

"The modelling (Plate, No. 6)
1S an operation by which all
square, oval, and other shapes,
and embossed work, are formed
by the workman, with tools of
various kinds, on wax, or pipe-
clay, from which a cast is taken
in plaster of paris; and from the
casts, or moulds, all these kinds
of articles are afterwards pressed.

From this department of the
Works, the first set of kilns,
called the biscuit-kilns, (Plate,
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No. 7,) receive the ware, in which
it is burnt for a considerable
number of hours, i1 an intense
heat ; all the articles bemg
previously carefully placed m
cases, or saggars, with various
supports to preserve them from
injury. The saggars are gene-
rally formed of coarser clays,
and must be capable of sustain-
ing the heat required without
fusion. By means of these cases
the contained china is preserved
from the smoke of the burning
fuel. The whiteness of the china



10

depends much on their compact-
ness of texture, by which the
smoke 1s excluded, and on the
purity of the clay of which they
are made.

On the opposite side of the
building 1s the dipping or glaz-
ing room, (Plate, No. 8,) where
the china 1s plunged into a liquid
composition : whence it 1s com-
mitted to another ordeal of fire,
the glaze-kiln, (Plate, No. 9,)
the extreme heat of which melts
and vitrifies the glaze, and pro-
duces the finest lustre. '
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DIPPING OR GLAZING.

&
=

1

LI

|

Liondon Publ0et1 1810 oy Wallin 23 Warnwick Sqreare



11

The painting-room, a spaci-
ous apartment, (Plate, No. 10,)
next exhibits its never - failing
sources of entertainment and
delight: after receiving here the
embellishnients of pamting and
gilding, the chma is burnt 1n
another set of kilns, called the
enamelling-kilns (Plate, No. 11),
where the gold and colours are
intimately united with the sub-
stance of the glazing. Lastly,
from these kilns it is taken to
the burnishing-room (Plate, No.
12), where the gold 1s polished
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with the agate and blood-stone,
and receives that brilliant lustre
which has never yet been seen
on any foreign china.

In the course of the foregoing
operations many of the finer
articles are burnt, in the whole,
near 200 hours.

The process of the Manufac-
tory (as here described) received
the distinguished honour of be-
ing personally examined by their
Majesties and the Princesses,
during their visit to the city of
Worcester, in the year 1788.
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It was first established 1 the
year 1791, under the firm of
the Worcester Porcelain Com-
pany ; but, in 1783, was pur-
chased - by Tmomss Frieur,
Esq. of Hackney, Middlesex ;
from whom it was conveyed to
the present proprietors, ‘Messrs.
Josgru Fricet and MArTIN
BArr. ‘

The original Company con-
fined themselves to making blue
and white ware; and the inge-
nious method of transferring the
inipressions from copper-plates
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upon the mferior articles was
their invention : but the present
proprietors have not only im-
proved the strength and colour
of the ware, but have given the
most liberal encouragement to
ingenious pamters in emblema-
tical composition and 1n land-
scape.

The i1mprovements made m
the texture of the ware 1n the
year 1795, and the beautitul
paintings now executed, are so
great as to rival the Royal China
Manufactories of the French,
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who for many years eXported to
this countly immense quantltles

of their china-ware.
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