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CONVERSATION ABOUT 
HEAVEN. 

Mr s TAYLOR had been from home for 
some weeks, and had not seen her Stmday 
scholars for fom sabbaths. She was very 
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glad to take her sen.t amongst them again, 
and the children were no less pleased to 
see her. Only one face was too sad to 
smile a welcome even to her beloved 
teacher. Miss Taylor was grieved to sec 
Emily Barton dressed in a black frock, 
and she looked as though she wished to 
ask the reason of the sadness of her dear 
scholar; but the little girl's eyes fillc:d 
with tears, and Martha Jennings hastene:d 
to tell Miss Taylor that poor Emily had 
lost her dear father. 

He had been taken ill, and died in a 
few days. They said he was very happy, 
and told his little girl not to weep bccau.; 
he was going away; for he was goiug to 
a Friend he loved better than her ; 011c 

who had watched, and taken care of him 
all through his life. 

"And he was buried last ,v cdnesday, '' 
tl.e children said, "and Ernily was hen, 
and she cried very much, am1 he SC;'~llls 

still very tmhappy. ' 
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The kind teacher looked at the little 
girl, and tried to comfort her. She said 
to her, "If I could tell you that I had a 
letter from the Friend your father is gone 
to see, would you like to hear about him? 
You would ask me directly, I am sure, 
what he is doing now, and who are his 
companions, what kind of a place that is 
to which he is gone, how long it was 
before he reached that strange land, and 
how long he will stay there. 

" vV ell, dear, _you can dryyour tears, for 
I really Lave such a message of peace. 
And I will tell you first that that kind 
Friend of yom father's has promised to 
take care of you. He calls himself 'a 
Father of the fatherless,' and says, 
' Leave thy fatherle s children, I will 
preser,e th m alive,''' J er. xlix. 11. 

Sarah.-Oh teacher, that is a text in the 
Bible; s11all we find all you spoke of there? 

Teacher.-Yes. Fir t we shall see that 
Emily's father is in the presence of God. 
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Do you remember the second and third 
verses of the fourteenth chapter of Joh 11 . 

Sarah.-" In my Father's house are 
many mansions : if it were 11ot so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also." 

Teacher. - You see then, that the dis­
ciples of Jesus go to live with him and 
his Father. Jesus prayed for this when 
he was on earth; a little time before he 
died, he said, " Father, I will that they 
also, whom thou hast given me, be with 
me where I am; that they may behold 
my glory," John xvii. 24. 

How pleased every one of them must be 
to see him who has suffered so much for 
them on earth, now so glorious and happy 
in that world of joy. And there are also 
holy angels that never sinned there; and 
Peter, and John, and all who on earth 
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have "washed their robes, and made ~hem 

white in the blood of the Lamb." I hope 

your mother is there, Emily. Oh will n0t 

your fathar be pleased to see her again ! 

and will you not join them there, my child, 

that Jou may form one happy family in 

heaven? and then you will not be sepa­

rated any more. 
JJ~a1·tlia.-Ah, that is the reason you 

called it a happy world. It must be 

better than this; for here we cannot tell 

how long our friends will live. Perhaps 

another of us- may soon have, like Emily, 

to lose a father or some one else we love. 

Teaclter.-But that is not the only thing 

that makes heaven happy. Any place 

where the great and good God reigns, 

must be delightful, and then there is no 

sin there. You must all have noticed how 

unhappy it makes you to do wrong. Even 

though I fear you love sin, I know you 

cannot be happy when you are naughty. 

And I dare say each of you can remember 
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how unhappy it makes you, if you have 
any one near you when in a bad temper, 
even though it may be only your youngest 
brother or sister. 

Now there is nothing of this kind in 
heaven. Each one there is holy; so that 
while they have not to gi-ieve over sin in 
themselves, they also have everything to 
gh·e them plea:ure in their friends. Emily, 
you have often made your father anxious 
and unhappy here, and you are sorry to 
think of it. If you meet him there, you 
will never have to give him that pain, or 
to bear it yourself. All there are quite 
holy, every one like J esus; for" we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be 
like him; for we shall see him as he is," 
1 John iii. 2. 

And there is no pain nor weakness 
there. '1'hi is not of so much conse­
q nence as what I mentioned la. t. For 
though pain is difficult to hear, it do s not 
nlways nnke the sufferer unhappy. 
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Emily.-N o; my father had a great 
deal of pain, but I was quite surprised to 
see him so cheerful. He said sin was 
much woTSe than pain; but it is indeed 
a comfort to think that he has no illness 
now. 

Saralt.-Do you think, teacher, that 
they remember in heaven what happened 
to them here. 

Teach er.-I should think so. It is 11ot 
likely they could forget it, and it must 
make them love God more. They see 
more plainly than they could here, that 
their being in heaven is only owing to 
the mercy of Goel. When they recol­
lect their sins, no doubt they thank God 
with greater fervour that tho e sins are for­
given, aud they mu t feel the goodness of 
Christ more than they eYer did before. Oh 
can you not fancy with what eagerness 
they would throw down the bright crowns 
from their head at the foot of Jesus, and 
rai c again yet louder and sweeter the 
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beautiful song : "Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
and glory, and blessing," Rev. v. 12. 

And when they look back, and see how 
very hard their hearts used to be, and 
how little they felt his love and kindness 
till God softened them, they must be 
ready to say; "We love him, because he 
first loved us." 

Then they will fee] how very kind it 
was of their dear Saviour to bleed and die 
for them. They cannot think of him 
enough, and as they sing about him to 
the melody of their golden harps, they 
must be glad that the music they can 
make is so beautiful, because it is the 
sweeter praise for Jesus; and they must 
be glad that there is no night there, be­
cause they need never cea e worshipping 
Him. 

Besides this, they can see how God' 
dealings with them whilst on earth, 
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which they had sometimes thought 

strange, and perhaps unkind, were wise 
and good. 

Sarah.-Can they see us, teacher, and 
watch us here on earth? 

Teacher.-! do not know how to answer 

your question. Perhaps they share with 
the angels the delightful work of being 

"ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 
for them who shall be heirs of salvation," 

and are very glad when they see another 

sinner at the foot of the cross. "There 
is joy in the presence of the angels of 

God over one sinner that repenteth," 
Luke xv. 10. 

Martha.-Now, teacher, you said you 
could tell us how soon after death they 

are in heaven. Is thel'e anything about 
that in the Bible? 

Teacher.-Yes. Jesus promised the 
poor thief on the cross when he prayed to 
him, that that very day, and it was a late 

hour then, he should be with him in 
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heaven. And we are told in the fifth 
chapter of 2nd Corinthians, that the apos­
tle was willing "to be absent from the 
body, and to be present with the Lord." 
It seems, then, that as soon as the soul 
leaves the body, it is in the presence of 
God. W11at a wonderful change it must 
be from the bed of sickness and pain, and. 
still more from the strnggle against sin, to 
tl1e presence of the all-glorious God, and 
to the company of the holy angels. How 
sweet their music must sound; and how 
bright everything must seem. The sight 
of God must be unspeakably glorious. 
Even the angels who have lived in heaven 
ever since God made them, cannot bear 
to look at him; when they go to speak to 
him, they veil their faces with their wings. 
But we cannot fancy what heaven will 
be. Iiideed, here we can only see as i11 
"a glass, darkly." 

Now I am going to ask you the last 
question. Can you remember a text 
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which tells us how long they will stay in 
heaven? 

Martlw.-In the sixteenth Psalm it is 
said; " At thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore : " and I think 

J esus generally called it eternal life, or 

everlasting glory. 
Teacher.-It very much increases the 

joys of heaven, to think that they will 
last for ever, and perhaps be get.ting 
greater and greater for evermore. Bnt 1 
dare say you will scarcely understand how 
this can be, when those pleasures are at 
fixst perfect. I will try to explain it. Did 
you ever see a little baby free from pain, 
and pleased with something which has 
canght its attention. We say it is as 

happy as an infant can be; but as thnt 
baby grows, he will have more pleasures, 
for he will understru1d more, ancl will feel 
everything more deeply. Now can you 
s c how this may be the case in heaveu; 

how the joys of hcayen may increase as 
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the saints learn to understand more and 
more about the unsearchable God? 

And now, Emily, you can bear to lose 
your dear father for such glory and bless­
edness as this. Your face has brightened 
with the thought that he is so happy. You 
sorrow not as one without hope. But 
will you ever see him again? May we 
think that you will one day share his 
pleasures? If after so short an illness 
as your father's, you should be called like 
him to die, where would you be? None 
but the disciples of J esus go to heaven. 
Are you such? Do you learn of him, 
think of him, and imitate and love him? 
Is he to you what he was to your father, 
the best Friend? Oh no. When we talk 
of him, perhaps you feel how kind he is; 
but I fear you fo rget it very soon. It is 
on ly the excitement for the time, and you 
go away to think of and to love sin. Your 
heart is unholy. If you could get to 
heaven, you would feel no sympathy with 
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the blessed spirits there whilst it is so. 

And how could you meet God ! He is 

angry with you. You ·are to him like a 

child in disgrace, and he must meet you­

ah, he is looking at you now-with a 

frown. " God is angry with the wicked 

every day," Psa. vii. l 1. How can you be 

happy with that thought? It must be either 

because ) ou do not love God, and so do 

not care about his displeasure, or because 

you do not feel that you are wicked. 

Saralt.-Oh yes, teacher, we know we 

are sinners. The Bible says. "All have 

sinned, and come short of the glory of 

God," Rom. iii. 23. 

Teaclier.-Ah you know it is a Bible 

truth, but I fear it has not come home to 

your hearts. If you saw what that sin 

which you peak of really is, you would be 

mi crable till it wa all forgiven. You 

would feel how much rea ·on God has to 

be angry with you, and you would go to 

the cross of Jesus; for God ha promised 
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to grant a free pardon to all who ask it 
there. 

See how very kind God is. He has 
told you of the happiness of heaven, to 
make you love him for his goodn ess, and 
to lead you the more earnestly to seek 
that holiness, without which no one can 
see the Lord, Heb. xii . 14. Oh my chil­
dren, as yon dread the tbought of beiug 
banish ed from tl1at world of perfect hap­
piness, do, each one of you, "Seek th e 
Lord while he may be found, call ye upo11 
liim while h e is near," I sa. lv. 6. 

r, in.~<l by ll'1 lli:11u Clowc• a n <l Sons, St:tmfonl :,; irc,.t 


