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Ti-rE-RE was onc"e ~ poor· larrie o·ld n'latl-that' 
lived in the ididst of a wide uncultivated moor,' 
i'n' the notth of ~1".igland. He ha<l fol'merly, 
oeen ~ soldier, and had almost l0st the use of 
6ne leg by a woun-d he bad received iW battle;. 
when he was nghting against th? enefr1ies of 
his country. Thii pool' man, whe·n h:e found· 
himself thus disabled, built a little hut of day, 
which he · covered -w'nh turf dctg from the· 
common. I--I~ had a little bit of ground, 
which he made a shift to cu1tivat'e with' his 
own hands, and' whi'eh supplied lii\n with pota-· 
toes and vegetables. Besi'des this; he sometimes· 
gained a few halfpence by opening· a gate for 
travellers, which stood neat his h·ouse. I11· 
his' walks over the common, h·c one day found 
a littl'e kid that harl lost its :rirother; and wai ' 
almost famished with hungci·:· he took it homei 
to his cottage, fed it with the produce of hi 
iardcn,- and nursed· it till it irew itrong- andl 
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yigorous. Little Nan ·(for that was the name 
he gave it) ret~rned his cares with gratitude, 
'and became as 

I 
much attached to him as a 

tlog • . , She would ne~tle her little head in his 
bosom, ·and ' eat out of his hand part of his 
Scanty" allowan~e I of bread, r :which he 'neyer 
failed to ·divide with his favourite~ ' The old 
man often ·beheld her with silent joy; ' and in 
the innocent effusions of his heart, would lift his 
}'lands to heaven, and thank the Deity, that, 
even in the midst of poverty and distress, had 
:raised him up one faithful friend. · · 
' · One night, in the beginning of wip~er, the 
old man thought he heard the feeble cries and 
lamentations of a child. As he was n

1

atural1y 
charitable, he a;rose and struck a light, and, 
going out of his cottage, examined on every 
side. · It ·was not long before he discerned an 
:infant~ \ vhi~h ha:d probably been c1ropped by 
some strolling beggar or gyp y. The old man 
stood amazed at the sight, and knew not what 
to do. '" Shall l/' said he, " who find it so 
difficult to live at present, incumber myself 
~ith the care of an helpless infant, that will 
not for -many year~ be capable of contributing 
to its own subsistence? And, yet," added he, 
softening with pity, " can I deny assistance to 
a human being still more miserable than my­
self?-Will not that Providence which feeds 
the birds of the wood and the beasts of the 
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field, and which bas promised to bless all 
those that are kind and charitable, assist my 
feeble endeavours ?-At least, let me give it 
food and lodging for this night; for, without 
I receive it into . my cottage, the poor aban• 
doned wretch must perish with cold before 
the morning." Saying this, he took it up in 
his arms, and perceived it was a fine heal~hy 
boy, though covered with rags; the little found­
ling too seemed to be sensible of his kind~ 
ness, and, smiling in his face, stretched out 
his little arms, as if to embrace his benefactor. 

,vhen he had brought it into his hut, he 
beg~ to be extremely embarrassed how to 
procure it food: but looking at Nan, he re­
collected that she had just lost her kid, and 
saw her udder distended with milk: he there­
fore called her to him, and, presenting the 
child to the teat, was ove1joyed to find that it 
~ucked as naturally as if it had really found a 
ID:Other. The goat too seemed to receive plea­
sure from the efforts of the child, and sub­
mitted without opposition to discharge the 
duties of a nurse. And now the old man 
began to feel an interest in the child, which 
made him defer some time longer the taking 
measures to be delivered from its care. " Who 
knows," said he, "but Provi<lencc, which has 
preserved. this child in so wonderful a manner, 
may have destined it to something equalJy 
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-wonderful in its future life; and may bless mr 
as the humble agent of its <lecrees? At least, 
as he grows bigger, ho will be a pleasure and 
comfort to me, in this lonely cabin, and will 
assist in cutting turf for fuel, and cuJtivating 
the garden." From this time he became more 
and more attached to the little foundling; 
who, in a shl>rt time, learned to consider the 
old man as a parent, and delighted him with 
its innocent caresses. 

It was wonderful to see how this child, thus. 
left to nature, increased in strength and vigour. 
Unfettered by bandages or restraints, his limbs 
acquired their due proportions and form; his 
countenance was foll and florid, and gave 
indications of p~rfoct health; and, at an age 
when other children are scarcely able to support 
themselves with the assistance of a nurse, this 
little foundling could run alone. In a short 
time, Little Jack was completely master of 
liis legs: and as the summer came on, he 
attended his mamma, the goat, upon the com­
mon," and used to play with her for hours 
together: sometimes rolling under her belly, 
now climbing upon her back, an<l frisking about 
as if he had been rea11y a kid. As to his cloth­
in!,r, Jack was not much encumbered with it: he 
had neither shoes, nor stockings, nor shirt; 
but the weather was warm, and Jack felt 
himself so much lighter for every kind of 
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exercise. As he grew bigger, Jack became 

of considerable use to his father; he could 

-trust him to look after the gate, and open it 
during his absence; and as to the cookery of 

the family, it was not long before Jack was a 

complete proficient, and could make broth 

almost as well as his daddy himself. During the 

winter nights, the ol<l man used to entertain 

him with stories of what he had seen during 

his youth; the battles and sieges he had been 

witness to,_ nnd the hardships he ha<l . under­

gone; all this he related with so much vivacity, 

that Jack was never tired of listening. But 

what delighted him beyond measure was to see 

daddy shoulder his crutch, instead of a musket, 

and give the word of command. To the right 

-to the left-present-fire-march-halt­

all this was familiar to Jack's ear as soon as he 

could speak; and before he was six years old, 

he poised and presented a broom-stick, which 

his. daddy gave him for that purpose, with as 

good a grace as any soldier of his age in 

Europe. 
The old man too instructed him in such 

plain and simple morals and religion, as he 

was able to explain. " Never tell an un­

truth, Jack," said he, "even though you were 

to be flayed alive; a soldier never lies." Jack 

hel<l up his head, marched across the floor, and 

promised his daddy that he would always tell 
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the truth like a soldier. But the old man, as 
lie was something of a scholar, had a great 
ambition that his darling should learn to read 
and write: and ' this was a work of some diffi­
culty; for he had neither printed book, nor 
pens, nor paper, in his cabin. Industry, how­
ever, enables us to overcome difficulties: in the 
summer-time, as the o1d man sat before his 
cottage, he would draw letters in the sand, and 
teach Jack to name them singly, until he was 
acquainted with the whole alphabet. He then 
proceeded to syllables, and after that to words; 
all which his little pupil l~arned to pronounce 
with great facility: and, as he had a strong pro­
pen.sity to imitate what be saw, he not only 
acqui1:ed· the power, of reading words, but of 
tracing all the letters which. composed them 
on the sand. ; ' 

About this time, the poor goat, which had 
nursed Jack so faithfully, grew sick and died. 
The poor goat was buried in the ol<l man's 
garden, and thither Little Jack would often 
come and call upon hi. poor mammy Nan, and 
ask her why he had left him. One <lay as he 
was thus employed, a lady happened to come 
by in a carriage, and overheard him before he 
was aware. Jack ran in an instant to open the 
gate; but the lady stopped, and asked him 
whom he was bemoaning so pitifully, and call­
ing upon. Jack answered, that it was his poor 
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n~ammy, that ~vas buried in the garden. The· 
lady thought it . very odd to hear of su'ch a 
burial-place, and therefore proceeded to ques­
tion him. " How dirl your mamrria get her 
living?" said she. " She used to graze here 
upon the common all day long," said Jack:, 
The lady was still more astonished: but th~ 
old man came out of his hut, and explained· 
the whole affair to lu~r;_ which surprised her 
,·ery much. She therefofe looked on. Jack with 
amazement, admired his orown hut animated 
face, and praised his shape a~d activity . . "Will 
you go with me; little boy?~: . said she; i' .and' 
I will take care <?f you;· if yori behave well.''_;,,: 

" No," said Jack; '' I m~st stay with daddy;' 
he has taken care· of me for many years, and 

T\OW I must take cdre of him: othe1~wis,e I 
should like very well to go with such a sweet, 
good-natured lady." . The. lady was n'ot dis­
pleased with Jack's answer, and putting her 
hand in her pocket, gave him half-a-crown; 
to buy him shoes and stockings, and pui'sucd 
her journey. , 

Jack was not unacquainted with thy use of' 
money, as he had been often sent to· the n·cxt 

village to purchase bread and uec_essaries; but 
he was totally unacquainted with the use of 
shoes and stockings, which he had never worn 
in his life, or felt the want of. The next day, 
however, the old man bade him run to town; 
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and lay his nio.ney ou,t as the .Jady had desired.; 
.;for he had .too much honour .to .thirJk .of dis.­
obeying ,he;! 'command~, .,or su~ering it . to b~ 
cxpende0. foL~ any ot~er purpose. It W;lS .no,t 
,long before Jack .returned; .but .t;he old mar) 
was: mu:ch surprised to see ·him come .b~Qk :;is 

1bare as he .went out. "Heigh, Jack W saiul he., 
i' whei:e ~re ,the shoes and stockings w.hich you 
,were to purchase.?"-~' Daddy," .al'l,swcred Jack, 
'' ,I went to the shop, and .tr.ied .a .pair fox 
:sport, ,but .found iherri so· . .cumbers.om.c, that I 
·could not ·.walk, and I would not .w.e.ar .s.ucL1 
things, everi ·if the lady would give me another 
-half-crown for doing it; so I laid my money ou.t 
.jn a warm jacket for you, ·b~cause the wintc.r -is 
:comi.ng on, ·_and you seem .to be more afraid of 
the coid than forrner,ly." Many s.uch instance_:"; 
.of conduct did Jack display; from wJ1ich it '\1/~S 
easy· to perceiye .that he had an excel.lent s.o,ul 

:,and generou·s temper. One failing, indeed, 
Jack was liable to: though a very go_od-pa,t.wcc,l 
boy, he was a little .to.o je.al.ous of hjs honour.~ 
His daddy had taught him the us~ of ,hjs hand? 
·and legs, and Jack had suoh <lispqsjci.ons for 
'tl1e art of .boxing, that he ~ould beat ev,ery boy 
-in the neighbou.rhood, of hjs ag.e a;n.d size_. 
Even if they were a he:;id .t.aller; it m.lf.de no 
,difference to Jack, provicfed they s.a~d apy .thing 
.to wound his honour; for otherwise, l)e :was th,~ 
.mo~t mild, pacific creature in th.e :world. · · 
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In this ma.nner lived Little Jack, until hi 
was twelVi€ years old: at this tim~ his poor old 
dad<ly fell sick, . ~pd became incapable of mov~ 
ing aboutii }ack did every thiilg he . cou_ld 
thinkoffot the poor man; he made him broths; 
he fed hi~ ,vith his own hands; he watched 
whole nights by his. ,bed-side, sitpporting his' 
head, and helping him w_hen h_e wanted to_move •. 
But it was a11 in· vain; his poor daddy grew 
daily worse, arrd petceifed it to b~ impossible 
that he should :tecover. , He one day therefofe· 
called L~ttle Jack to his bed-si_de, a~d; pressing 
his hand affectionately; told him that he was' 
just going to die. Little Jack bui-st into a·fiood 
of tears at this information:; but his dad~y 
d csir d him to compose hi-rnself, and attend to· 
the last advice' he should be able to give him; 
'' I have lived," said the old man, " a great 
many )1ears in poverty, but I do _not know t~at 
I have been worse off than if I had been 1:ich. 
I have avoided perhaps many faults, and many 
uneasinesses, which .I shoufd· ha,;e incurrecl 
had I been in another situafi on ;- and _though; 
I have often wanted a meal, arnJ ahvays fared 
hard, I have enjoyed us mud1 health and life' 
as usually falls to the lot of my betteis-. I am 
now going to die; I feel it in every part; the· 
breath will soon be out of n1y body; then l 
shall be put in the ground, and the worms will 
eat your poor old daddy." At this Jack re,,. 

A2 
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,:1ewed bis tea;rs _an~ sobbings, for he was una_­
ble to restrain them. But the old man said, 
·,, Have patience,- WY child; though I should 
leave·· this world~ ~~· I have always been ~trictly 
l~onest; · aij_d endeayoured to do my duty~ I do 
not' tloubt but· God will pity me, and ·convey 
ine to a: bettE:'r place, "where· I shall be happier 
than I have ever beeri her~: This is what I 
hav~ always taught y61.J, a,11d this belief gives 
ine the gi·eate~t comfort in my last moments. 
Th_c only regr~t I feel, is for you, my deares~ 
~hild, -~horn I leave unprovided for. · But you 
arc· strong ~nd vigorous, and almost able to ·get 
your' living. ' As soon as l am dead, you mitst 
go to

1

~he'y~e~t yillage, and inform the peop~e, 
tha~·tnejr may come and hu,r-y me. Yoµ must 
then endeavoqr· to get into· service, and work 
for ·your living; and, if y~u are st:tictly honest 
and! sober, I ·do not doubt that you will find 
a li'velihood, and that God, who is the comuion 
fatli6r of all, wiil protect and bless you. Adieu, 
my ch)ld; I grow fainter and fainter~ Never fo~.­
get your poor old daddy, no~ the example he has 
set you; but, in every situatiori of.life, w scharge 
)'Our duty, and live like a soldier and a Chris­
tian.,, When the old man had with 0ifficulty 
uttered these last instructions, his voice entirely 
failed him, hi~ limbs grew cold and stiff, and 
in a few minutes he expired without a groan. 
Little Jack, who hung crying over his daddy,_ 
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called upon him in vain, in vain endeavoured 
to revive hirn.-The poor little boy was thus 
left entirely destitute, and knew not what to do; 
but one of the farmers, who had been acquaint­
ed with him before, offered to take him into 
his house, and give him his victuals for a few 
months, till he could ttnd a seryice. Jack 
thankfully accepted the offer, and served him 
faithfully for several months; during which time 
he learnt to milk, to drive the plough, and 
never refused any kind of work he was able to 
perform. But, by ill-luck, this good-natured 
farmer contracted a fever, by overheating him­
self in the harvest, and died in the begin­
ning of winter. 1--Iis wife was therefore obliged 
to discharge her sen·ants, and Jack was again 
turned loose upon the world, with only his 
clothes, and a shiUing in his pocket, which his 
kind mistress hac1 made him a present of. He 
wa very sorry for the loss of his master; but he 
was now grown bigger and stronger, and thought 
he should easily find employment. He there­
fore set out upon his travels, walking all day, 
and enquiring at every farm-house for work. 
But in this attempt he was unfortunate, for no­
body chose to employ a stranger; and though 
he lived with the greatest economy, he soon 
found himself in a worse situation than ever, 
without a farthing in his pocket, or a morsel of 
bread to eat. Jack, however, was not of a 
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temper to 'be' ~asily cast down; he walked 
resolutely on all the <lay, but towards evening 
was overtaken by a violent storm of rain, which 
w'etted him to the sk1n before he could find a 
bush ·for shelter. Now poqr Jack began to 
think of his ·old daddy, and the comforts he 
had formerly enjoyed upon the common, where 
he had always a roof to shelter him, and a slice 
of bread for supper. But tears and lamenta­
tions were vain; and therefore, as soon as the 
storm was over, he pursued his journey, in 
hopes of finding some barn or out-house to 
creep into for the rest of the night. While he 
was thus wandering about, he saw at some 
distance a great light, v,rhich seemed to come 
from some prodigious fire. Jack did not know 
what this could be; but in his present situation, 
he thought a fire no disagreeable object, and 
therefore determined to approach it. When 
he came nearer, he saw a large building, which 
seemed to spout fire and smoke at several open­
ings, an<l heard an incessant noise of blows, 
and the rattling of chains. Jack was at first 
a little frightened, but s1.1mmoning all his 
courage, he crept cautiously on to the building, 
and, looking through a chink, discovered 
several men and boys employed in bJowing fires 
and hammering burning masses of iron. Tliis 
was a very comfortable sight to him in his pre­
ient forlorn condition; so, finding a door half 
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open, he ventured in, and placed himself as 

near as he dared to one of the flaming furnace~. 

It was not long before he was discovered by 
one of the workmen, who asked him roughly, 

what business he had there. Jack answered, 

with great humility, that he was a poor boy 

looking out for work; that he had no food all 

day, and was wet to the skin with the rain, 

which was evident enough from the appearance 

of his clothes. By great good=luck, the man 

he spoke to was good-natured, and therefore 

not only permitted him to stay by the fire, but 

gave him some broken victuals for his supper. 

After this, he laid himself down in a corner, and 

slept without disturbance tiil morning. He 
,vas scarcely awake_ the next day, when the 

master of the forge came in to overlook his men, 

who finding Jack, and. hearing his story, began 

to reproach him as a lazy vagabond, and asked 

him \'vhy he did not work for bis living. Jack 

assured him there was nothing he so earnestly 

desired, and that if he would please to employ 

him, there was nothing that he would not do 

to earn a subsistence. " Well, my boy," said 

the master, " if this is true, you bhali soon be 

tried; nobody need be idle here." So calling 

his foreman, he ordered him to set that lad to 

work, and pay him in proportion to his deserts. 

Jack now thought hmiself cornplHely happy, 

and worked with so much as8iduity, that he 
A3 
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soon gained a comfortable livelihood, and ac­
quired the esteem of his .master. 

But unfortunately, he was a litt]e too un­
reserved in his conversation, and communica­
ted the story of his former life an<l education. 
This was great matter of diversion to all the 
other boys of the forge; who, whenever lhey 
were inclined to be merry, would call him 
Little Jack the beggar-boy, u11d imitate the 
baaing of a gout. This was too much for his 
irascible temper, and he never failed to resent 
it. 

It happened one clay that a large company 
of gentlemen and ladies were introduced to 
see the works. The master attended them, and 
explained, with great politeness, every part of 

• his manufacture. \v'hile they were busy in 
examining the different processes, they were 
alarmed hy a sudden noise of discord, which 
broke out on the other side of the building; 
and the master, enquiring into the cause, was; 
told that it was only Little Jack who was fight­
ing with Tom the Collier. At this, the master 
cried out in a passion, " There is no peace to 
be expected in the furnace, while that ]ittlc 
ra-scal is employed; send him to me, and I will 
instantly discharge him." At this moment 
Jack appeared, all covered with blood and dirt, 
and stood before his angry judge in a modest 
bu.t resolute posture. " li thii the reward," 
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~id his master, " you little audacious vaga­
bond, for all my kindness? Can you never 
refrain a single instant from hroils and fighting? 
But I am determined to bear it no longer: and 
therefore you shall never, from this hour, do 
a single stroke of work for me.''-" Sir,') re­
plied Jack, with great humility, but yet with 
firmnrss, " I am extremely sorry to have dis­
obliged you, nor have I ever <lone it willingly 
since I have been here: and if the other boys 
,vould onlv mind their business as well as I ., 
do, ·and not molest me, you would not have 
been offended now; for I defy them all to say, 
that since I have been in the house I have ever 
given any one the least provocation, or ever 
refused, to the utmost of my strength, to do 
·whatever I have bren ordered."--" That's true, 
indeed," said the foreman; " I must do 
Little Jack the ju. tice to say, that there is not 
a more honest, sober, ~111d industrious lad about 
th place. Set him to what you will, he never 
sculks. never grumbles, nC'ver slights his work; 
and, if it were not for a little passion and fight­
ing, I don't believe there would be his fellow in 
England."-" ,vell," said the master, a little 
mollified. " but what is the cause of a11 this 
sudden dic;;turbance ?"-" Sir," answered Jack, 
" it is Tom that has been abu ing me, and 
telling me that my father was a beggar-man 
and my mother a nanny-goat; and, when I 
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desired lum to be quiet, he went baaing all 
about tbe house: and this I could not bear, for 
as to my poor father, be was an honest soldier, 
and if I did suck a goat, she was the best 
creature in the world; and I won't hear her 
abused while I have strength in my body." At 
this harangue the ·whole audience were scarc;ely 
able to refrain from _laughing; and the master, 
with more composure, told Jack to mind his 
business, and threatened the other boys with 
punishment, if they disturbed him. 

811t a lady who was in company seemed 
particularly interested, about Little Jack, and ' 
when she had heard his story, said, " This 
must ct-'rtainly be the little boy who opened a 
gate several years past for me upon Norcot 
Moor. I remember being struck with his ap­
pearance, and hearing him lament the loss of 
the goat that nursed him. I was very much 
afft.,cted then with his history; and since he 
deser1.1es so good a character, if you will part 
with him, I will instantly take him into my 
service." The master replied, that he should 
part with him with great ·atisfaction to such an 
exce1lent mistre~s; that indeed the hoy deserved 
all th _ commendations which had been given; 
but since the other lads had such a habit of 
plaguing, a11d Jack was of so impatient a tem­
per, he despaired of ever composing their 
animosities. Jack was then called, and inform-
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ed of the lady's offer, which he instantly 
accepted with the greate~t readiness, and re­
ceived immediate directions to her house. 

Jack was now in a new sphere of life. His 
face was washed, his hair combed, he was 

clothed afrl'sh, and appeared a very smart ac­
tive lad. His business was to help in the sta­
ble, to water the horses, to clean shoes, to 
J!)erform errands, and to do all the jobs of the 
family; and in the discharge of these services, 
he soon gave general satisfaction. I-le was 
indefatigable in doing what he was ordered.., 
never grumbled, or appeared out of temper, 
and seemed so quiet and inofl-cnsive in his 
manners, that every body wondered how he 
had acquired the character of being quarrel­
some. In a short time he became both the 
favourite and the drudge of the ·whole family; 
for ~peak but kindly to him, and call him a. 
little soldier, and Jack was at every one's 
disposal. This "' as Jack's particular foible and 
vanity; at his leis-ure hours he would divert 
himself by the hour together, in poising a 
clung-fork, charging with n broom•stick, and 
standing entry at the stable-door. Another 
propen::;ity of Jack's, which now discovered it­
self, was an immoderate love of horses. Jack 
was never tired with rubbing down and curry­
ing them i the coachman had scarcely any busi­
ne.s bttt to sit upon his box; all the operationa 

A~ . 
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of the ·stable were entrusted to Little Jack, nor 
was ·it . ever known that he neglected a single 
particular. ·But what gave him more pleasure 
than all 'the rest, was sometimes to accompany 
his mistress upon a little horse, which he man­
aged w1th ·infinite dexterity . 
. Jack too discovered a great disposition for all 

the useful and mechanic arts. He had served 
an• apprenticeship already to the manufactory of· 
iron; and of this he was almost as vain as being 
a soldier. As he began to extend hjs knowledge 
of the work!, he saw that nothing could be 
done. without iron. "How would you plough 
the ' ground," said Jack; ,, how would you dig 
your gar<len; how would you even hght a fire, 
dress a dinner, shoe a hoFse, or do the least 1 

thing in the world, if we workmen at the forge 
did not take the trouble of preparing it for 
y'OU ?" 
· These · ideas natura1ly1 gave Jack a great 

esteem for the profes ion of a blacksmith, and, 
in his occasional visits to the forge with the 
horsei, he lea-rnt to make and fix a shoe as 
neatly· as any arti. t in the country. 

Nor were J ack's talents confined to the 
man ufactory of iron; his love of horses was so 
great, and his interest in every thing that re­
lated . to them, that it was not long before he 
acquired a very competent knowledge in the 
art of saddlery. 
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There was in the family where he now lived 
a young gentleman, nephew of his mistress, 
who had lost his parents, and \vas therefo1·e 
brought up by his aunt. As Master \Villets 
was something younger than Jack, and a very 
good-natured boy, he soon began to take notice 
of him, and be much diverted with his- com­
pany. Jack, indeed, was not undeserving this 
attention; for although he could not boast any, 
great advantages of education, his conduct was 
c_ntircly free from all the vices to which some 
of the lower class of people are subject. Jack 
was never heard to swear, or express himself 
with any indecency. He was civil and respect..: 
fol in his manners to all his superiors, and uni­
formly good-natured to his equals. Master· 
Willets had a little' i orse which Jack looked 
after: and, not conte~ted "".ith - looking after 
him in the best manner, he used to ride him at 
his leisure hours with so much care and address, 
that in a short time he made him the most gen­
tle and docile little anim~l in the country. 
Jack had acquired this knowledge, partly from 
his own experience, and partly from paying 
particular attention to an itinerant ridiog­
master that had lately exhibited various feats 
in that neighbourhood. Jack attended him 
so closely, and made so good a use of his time, 
that he learned to imitate almost every thing 
he saw, and used to divert the se1·vants and his 
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young master with acting the tailor,s ri<ling 
to Brentford. 

The young gentleman ·had a master who 
used to come three times a week to teach him 
accounts, and writi-ng, and geography. Jn.ck 
used to be sometimes in the room while the 
lessons were given, and listened according to 
custom, with so much attention to all that 
passed, that he received very considerable ad­
vantage for his own improvement. He had 
now a little money, and he laid some of it out 
to purchase pens and paper and a slate, with 
which at night he used to imitate every thing 
he had heard and seen in the day; and hii 
little master, who began to love him very sin­
cerely, when he saw him so desirous of im­
provement, contrived, under one pretence or 
another, to have him generally in the ,room 
while he was receiving instruction himself. 

In this manner Jack went on for some years, 
leading a life very agreeable to liimsclt~ and 
discharging his duty very much to the satis­
faction of his mistress. An unlucky accident 
at length happened to interrupt his tranquillity. 
A young gentleman came down to visit l\ias­
ter ,villets, who, having been educated in 
France, and among genteel people in- Lon­
don, bad a very great taste for finery, and a 
supreme contempt for all the vulgar. His 
dres~ toq was a little particular, as weU a• hli 
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manners; for he spent half his· time in adjust­
ing his head, wore a large black bag tied to 
his hair behind, and would sometimes strut 
about for half an hour together with his hat 
under his arm, and a little sword by his side. 
-This yo1.mg man had a supreme contempt 
for all the vulgar, which be did .not attempt 
to conceal, and when he had heard the story 
of Jack's birth and education, he could scarce­
ly bear to be in the same room with him. 
Jack soon perceived the aversion ,vhich the 
stranger entertained for him, and at first en­
deavoured to remove it, by every civility in 
his power; but when he found that he gained 
nothing by all his lmmility, his temper, na­
turally haughty, took fire, and, as far as he 
dared, he pln.inly shewed all the resentment 
he felt. 

It happened one day, after Jack had re­
ceived some very morti(ying usage from this 
young gentleman, that as he ,-vas walking a­
long the roacl, he met with a show-man who 
was returning from a neighbouring fair, with 
some wild beasts in a cart. Among the re t 
was a miL1dle-sized mo:nkey, who was not un­
der cover like the rest, and played so many 
antic tricks, and made so rna11y laugh­
able grimaces, as engaged all Jacks at­
tention, and delighted I1irn very much; for he 

always had a propensity f01t every species of 
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dro1lery. After a variety of questions and 
conversation, the show-man, who probably 
wanted to be rid of his monkey, proposed to 
Jack to sell him for half a crown. Jack 
could not .re!-ist the temptation of bei11g m1ts­
ter of such a droll diverting animal, aud there­
fore agreed to the bargain. But when he ·was 
left alone with his purchase, whom he led a­
long by a cliai11, he soon began to repent his 
haste, and knew not how to_ <lispose of l1irn. 
As there was, however, no remedy, Jack 
9rought him carC'folly home, and confined 
him safe to ::m out-house, which was not ap­
plied to any use.-In tl1is situatiou he kept 
\lim several clays, without accident, :rnd fre­
quently visited him at his leisure hour. , with ap­
ples, nuts, and such other presents as he could 
procure. Among the other trick!- which the 
monkey had been taught to perf~.H'm, he 
would rise upon his hinc.l-lcgs at the word of 
command, an<l bow with the greate. t polite­
ness to the company. Jack, who had found 
out the e accomplishmeuts in l1i · friend, coul<l 
not resist the impul ·e of making them sub cr­
vient to his rc.-cntmc11t. He, therefore, one 
day, procured ~ome flour, with v,·bich he pow­
dered his monkey's hea<l, fixed a large paper 
bag to his n ck, put an old hat under his arm, 
and tied a large iron ·kcwcr to his side, in­
stead of a. sword; and thus accoutred lc<l him 
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2tbont with infinite ~atisfaction, calling him 
lvionsieur, and jabbering rnch broken .French 
as he had picked up from the conversation of 
th~ visitor. It ·happene<l very unluckily that 
the young gentleman himself passed by, and 
instantly saw at one glance the intended copy 
of himself, and all the malice of Little Jack, 
who was leading him along, and calling to 
him to huld up his head and look like a per-
50n of fashion. Rnge instantly took posses­
sion of his mind, and drawing his sword, 
,vhich he happened to have on, he without 
consi<leration ran the poor monkey through 
with a sudden thrust, and laid him dead upon 
the grouud. What more he might have done 
is uncertain, for Jack, who was not of a tem­
per to see calmly such an outrage committed 
upon an animal whom he conside1·ed as his 
friend, flew upon him like a fury, and wrest­
ing the sword out of his hand, broke it into 
twenty pieces. The young gentleman himself 
received a fall in the scuffle, which, though 
it did him no material damage, daubed all his 
clothes, anc.l tot.a.Uy spoiled the whole arrange­
ment of his dress. At this instant, the lady 
herself, who had heard the noise, came down, 
and the violence of poor Jack was too appa­
rent to be excused. Jack, indeed, was sub­
missive to his mistress, whom he was very 
1,orry to h~ve offended; but, when he was or-
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· dered to make concessions to the young gen­
tleman, as the only conditions upon which he 
could be kept in the family, he absolutely re­
fused. He owned, indeed, that he was much 
to blame for resenting the provocations he had 
received, and endeavouring to make his mis­
tress's company ridiculous; but as to what he 
had done in defence of his friend the monkey, 
there were no possible arguments which could 
convince him he was in the least to blame; nor 
would he have made submissjon to the king 
himself. This unfortunate obstinacy of Jack's 
was the occasion of his being discharged, very 
much to the regret of the lady herself, and still 
more to that of Master Wi1lets. Jack there­
fore packed up his clothes in a little bundle, 
shook all his fellow-servants by the hand, 
took an affectionate leave of his kind master, 
and once more sallied out upon his travels. 

He had not walked far before he came to a 
town, where a party of soldiers were beating 
up for volunteers. Jack mingled with the 
crowd that surrounded the recruiting se1jeant, 
and listened with pleasure to the plea ing and 
heart-enlivening sound of the fif~s and drums; 
nor coul~ he help mechanically holding up his 
head, and stepping forward with an air that 
shewed the trade was not entirely new to him. 
The serjeant soon took notice · of these ges­
tures., and seeing him a strong likely lad, 
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came up to him, · clapped him upon the back, 
and asked him if he would enlist. You are a 
brave boy, said he, I can see it in your looks 
-Come along with us, and I don't doubt in a 
few weeks you'll be as complete a soldier as 
those who-have been-in the army for years. 
Jack made no answet to this, hut by instantly 
poizing his stick, cocking his hat fiercely, and 
going through the whole manual exercise. 
Prodigious, indeed! cried the se1jeant; I see 
you have been in the army already, and· can 
eat fire as well as any of us. 'But come with 
us, my brave lad; you shall live well, have 
little to do, but now and then fight for your 
king and country, as every gentleman ought; 
and in a short time, I don't doubt but I shall 
see you a captain, or some great man, rolling 
in wealth; which you have got out of the 
spoils of your cnem.ies. No, said Jack: cap­
tain! that will never do-no tricks upon 
travellers-I know better what I have to ex­
pect if I enlist-I must lie hard, live hard, 
expose my life and limbs every hour of the 
day, and be soundly cudgelled every now and 
then into the bargain. 0 ho! cried the ser­
jeant, where did the young dog pick up all 
this? He is enough to make a whole company 
desert.-N o, said Jack, they shall never de-. 
sert through me; for though I know this, as 
I am at present out of employment, and have 



26 THE HISTORY OF 

a great respect for the amiable character of a 
gentleman soldier, I will enlist directly in 
your regiment. A brave fellow, indeed, said 
the se1jeant; here, my boy, here is your mon­
ey and your cockade, both which he directly 
presented, for fear his recruit should change 
his mind; and thus in a moment Little Jack 
became a -soldier. 

He had scarcely time to feel himself easy 
in his new accoutrements, before he was 
embarked for InJia in the character of a 
marine. This kind of life was entirely new to 
Jack; however, his usual activity and spirit 
of observati n did not desert him here, and he 
had not been embarked many weeks, before 
he was perfectly acquainted with all the <luty 
of a sailor, and in that respect equal to most 
on board. It happened that the ship, in 
which he sailed, touched at the Cormo i-lands, 
in order to take in wood and water; these are 
some little i:-;]ands near the coa t of Africa, in­
habited by blacks. Jack often went on shore 
with the officers, attending them on hootin<T 
parties to carry their powder and shot, and 
the game they killed.-All this country con­
sists of very lofty hills, covered with trees and 
shrubs of various kinds, which never lose their 
leaves, from the perpetual warmth of the 
climate. Through the;;e it is frequently diffi­
cult to force a way, and the hills themielves 

,, 
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. abound ip prec1p1ces. It happened that one 
pf the officers whom Jack was attending upon 

a shooting party took aim at some great bird, 
and brought it down; but as it fell into a deep 
.:\'alley, over some rocks which it was impossi­

ble to descend, they despaired of gaining their 
prey. Jack, immediately, with officious haste, 
set off and ran down the more Level side of 
the hill, thinking to make a circuit and reach 

the valley into which the bird had fallen. He 
set off, therefore; but as he was totally igno­

rant of the country, he, in a short time, buri­
ed himself so deep in the wood, which grew 

continually thicker, that he k11ew not which 
way to proceed. He then thought it most 

prudent to return; but this he found as diffi­
cult to effect as the other. He therefore wan­

dered about the woods with jnconceivable 

difficulty all day, but could never find his 
company, nor even reach the shore, or optain 
a prospect of the ~ca. At lfngth · tpc njght 

approached, and Jn.ck, who perceived it to ~e 
impos ilJle to do that ip the dark, which he 

had not been able to effect in tlie light, lay 
down under a rock, and composed himself to 

rest, as well as he W'1S f\.hle. The ne~t day he 
~rose with the light, ~n<l 011Ge more attempted 
to regain the shore. But unfortun~tely he 
had totally lost all i<lea of the direction he 

(Jught to purs~cJ &ml ~aw n?t~1in_g ar~un~ hi1~ 
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but the dismal p1,ospect of woods, hills, and 
precipices, without a guide or path. Jack 
now began to be very hungry; but as he ha<l 
a fowling-piece with him, and powder and 
shot, he soon procured himself a dinner; au<l 
kindling a fire with some dry leaves and sticks, 
he roasted his game upon the embers, and 
dined as comfortably as he could be expected 
to do, in so forlorn a situation. Finding him­
self much refreshed, he pursued his journey; 
but with as little success as ever. On: the 
third day he i deed came in sight of the sea, 
but found that he was quite on a different side 
of the island from that where he had left the 
ship, and that neither ship nor boat was to bc­
seen. Jack now lost all hopes of rejoining his 
comrades, for he knew the ship was ta sail at 
farthest on the third day, and would not wait 
for him. He, therefore, set himself to find­
ing a lodging for the night. He had not ex­
amined far before he found a dry cavern in a 
rock, which he thought would prove a very 
comfortable residence. The next day Jack 
arose, a little melancholy indeed, l.mt with a 
resolution to stn1ggle .manfully with the diffi­
culties of his situation. He walked into the 
woods, and saw several kinds of fruit and ber" 
ries, some of which he ventured to eat, as the 
birds had pecked them, and found the taste 
agreeable. In this manner did Jack lead a 
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kind of 5avage, but tolerably contented life, 
for several months; <luring which tim.e he en­
joyed perfect health, and was never discovered 
by any of the natives. I--Ie used several times 
a day to visit the shore, in hopes that. some 
ship might pass that way, and deliver him 
from hjs solitary imprisonment. This at 
length happened, by the boat of an English 
ship that was sailing to India, happening to 
touch upon the coast: Jack instantly hailed 
the crew; and the officer, upon hearing his 
story, agreed to receive him; the captain too, 
when he found that Jack was by 110 me~rns a 
contemptible sailor, very willingly gave him 
his passage, and promised him a gratuity be­
sides, if he behnscd well. 

Jack arrived in India without any accident, 
and relating his story, was permitted to serve; 
in another reg_imcnt, as his own was no long­
er there. He SOOJl di tinguished himself by 
his courage anq. good behaviour on seYeral 
occasions, and bct~re long, was ad Yanced to 
th , ra 1k of a se1jeant. J n thi capacity, he 
was ordered out upon _an expedition into the 
remote parts of the country. The little army 
jn which he served now marched on for seve­
ral weeks, through a bt~rning climate, and in 
.want of all the ncce aries of life. At length, 
_they entered upon some ·xtcnsive plaiu v .. ·hich 
~o,r9e,re4 :z,ipon the celc_br_a~cd country of the 
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Tartars. Jack was perfectly well acquainted 
with the history of this people, and their me­
thod of fighting. He knew them to be some 
of the best hoi-semen in the world; indefatiga­
ble in their attacks, though often repulsed, re­
turning to the charge, and not to be invaded 
with impunity; he therefore , took the liberty 
of observing to some of the officers, that 
nothing could be more dangerous than their 
rashly engaging themselves in those extensive 
plains, where they were every moment exposed 
to the attacks of cavalry without any success-· 
fol method of defence, or place of retreat, in 
case of any misfortune. These remonstrances 
were not much attended to, and after a few hours 
farther march, they were alarmed by the ap­
proach of a considerable body of Tartar 
horsemen. They, however, drew up with all 
the order they were able, and firing several 
successive vollies, endeavoured to keep the 
enemy at a distance. But the Tartars hRd no 
design of doing that with a considerable loss, 
which they were sure of doing with ease and 
safety. Instead therefore of charging the 
Europeans, they c011tented themselves with 
giving continual alarm5, and menacing them 
on every side, without exposing themselves to 
any considerable danger. The army now at­
tempted to retreat, hoping that they should 
be able to arrive at the neighbouring moun-
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tains, where they would be safe- from the in­
cursions of the horse. B~t in this attempt 
they were equal I y disappointed; for another 
considerable body of the enemy appeared on 
that side, and blocked · ~heir passage. The 
Europeans now found they were surrounded 
on all sides, and that resistance was vain. 
'The commariding officer, therefore, judged it 
expedient to try, what could be effected by 
negociation, and sent one of his officers, who 
understood something of the Tartar ·language, 
to treat with the general of the enemy. The 
Tartar chief received the Europeans with 
great civility, and after having gently re­
proached them with their ambition, in coming 
so far to invade a people who had never injur­
ed, them, he consented upon very moderate 
conditions to their enlargement. But he in.;. 
sisted upon having their arms delivered up, 
except a very fow which he permitted them to 
keep for defence in their return, and upon re­
taining a certain number of Europeans as 
hostages for the performance of the stipulated 
articles. Among those who where thus left 
with the Tartars, Jack happened to be includ­
ed, and while all the rest seemed inconsolable 
at being thus made prisonet1s by a barbarous 
nation, he alone, accustomed to all the vicis­
situdes of life, retained his cheerfulness, and 
prepared to meet every reverse of fortune with 
his nsua · iness 
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It pappened that a favourite horse of the 
chie( was taken with a violent fever, and 
6:ieemed to be in immediate danger of death. 
The Kan, for so he is called among the Tar­
tars, seeing his horse grow hourly worse, at 
length applied to the Europeans, to know if 
they could suggest any thing for his recovery. 
All the officers were profoundly ignorant of 
farricry; but ,1vhen the application was made 
to Jack, he desired to see the horse, and with 
great gravity began to feel his pulse, by pass­
ing his hand within the animal's fore-leg; 
which gave the 'I'artars a very high idea of his 
ingenuity.-Finding the animal was in a high 
feyer, he proposed to let him blood, which he 
had learned to do very dexterously in England. 
And having by great good luck a lancet with 
him, he immediately let him blood in the neck. 
After this operation he covered him up, and 
gave him a warm potion rnaclc out of such in­
gredients as he coul<l procure upon the spot, 
and left him quiet. In a fow hours the horse 
began to mend, and, to the great joy of the 
Kan, perfectly recovered in a few days. This 
cure, so opportunely performed, raised the 
reputation of Jack so high, that every body 
came to con ult him about their horses, and 
in a hort time he was the universal farrier of 
the tribe. The Kan himself conceived so 
ircat an affection for him, that he gave hin1 
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an excellcn:t horse to ride upon and attend 
him in his hunting parlies; and Jack, who 
excelled in the art of horsemanship, managed 
him so well 1:1s to gain the esteem of the whole 
nation. 

The Tartars, though they are excellene 
horsemen, have no idea of managing their 
horses, unless by violence: but Jack in a short 
time, by continual care and attention, made 
his horse so docile and obedient to every mo­
tion of his hand and leg, that the Tartars 
themselves would gaze upon him with admira­
tion, and allow themselves to be outdone. 
Not contented with this, he procured some 
iron, and made his horse-shoes ii1 the Euro-· 
pean taste: this also was a matter of astonish­
ment to all the Tartars, who are accustomed 
to ride their horses unshod. He next observ­
ed that the Tartar saddles are all prodigiously 
large and cumbersome, raising the horseman 
up to a great di tance from the back of his 
horse.-J ack set him elf to work, and was not 
long before he had completed something like 
an Eng1i h hunting-saddle, on which he pa­
raded before the Kan. All mankind seem to 
have a passion for novelty, and the Kan was so· 
delighted with this effort of Jack's ingenuity, 
that, after paying him the highest compli­
ments, he intimated a desire of having such a 
saddle for himself. Jack was the most oblii-
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ing creature in the world, and spa_red no la­
bour to serve his friends: he went to work a­
gain, and in a short time completed a saddle 
still more elegant for the Kan. These exer­
tions gained him the favour and esteem both 
of the Kan and all the tribe; so that Jack was 
an universal favourite, and loaded with pre­
se])ts, while all the rest of the officers, who 
had never learned to make a saddle or an 
horse-shoe, were treated with contempt and 
indifference. 

And now an ambassador arrived from the 
English settlements, with an account th at all 
the con<litions of the treaty had been pcrform­
~d, and demanding the restitution of the pri­
soners.-The Tartar chief was too much a 
man of honour to think of de]aying an instant, 
and they we:re all restored; but before they 
·set out, Jack laboured with indefatigable zeal 
to finish a couple of saddles, and a dozen 
horse-shoes, which he presented to the Kan, 
with many expressions of gratitude. The Kan 
wa · charmed with this proof of his affection, 
and in return made him a present of a couple 
of fine horse., and several valuable skins of 
beasts.-Jack arrived without any accident at 
the English settlements, and selling his skini 
and horse , found him elf in po.se sion of a 
moderate sum of money. He now b gan to 
have a dcsi:i;e t9 ret~rn t9 England; and one 
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of the officers, who had often been obliged to 
him during his captivity, procured him a dis­
charge. He embarked, therefore, with all his 
prope~·ty, on board a ship which was ret_urning 
home, f¾,nd in a few months was safely landed 
at Plyniouth. . 
. But Jack wa~-too active and too prudent to 

give himself up to idleness. After considering 
various schern·es of business, he determined to 
take up his old trade of forgin ,r; and for that 
purpose made a journey into the North, . and 
found his old master alive, and as .active as 
ever. His master, who had always entertained 
an esteem for Jack, welcomed him with .great 
affection, and being in want of a foreman, he 
engaged hrm· at a· very hanqsome price, for that 
place. Jack was now indefatigable in the ex­
ecution of his new office: inflexibly honest, 
where the interest of his master was concerned, 
an·d at the same time humane and obliging to 
the men who were ~ndcr him, he gained the 
affection of all about hi111,. In a few years his 
master was so thoroughly convinced of his 
merit, that, growing old himself, he f6ok Jack 
into partner hip, and committed t~e manage­
ment of the whole business to his ·care. He 
continued to exert the same quaiities now 
which he had done before, by \Yhich means he 
improved the business so much, as to gain a 
considerable fortune, and became one of the 
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most respectabl e mannfacturers in the coun-· 
try.-·But, with uJl thi s prosperity, h e never· 
discovered the lea t:>t pride or haughtiness; on 
the contrai·y, he etnpfoye<l part of hi-; fortune · 
to pui'chase the moot whel'c he hall formerly 
lived, and built himself a smn.ll but convenient 
hou·se~ upon the very spot vvhere his daddy's 
hut had formerly stood. Hither he would 
sometimesretite from business, and cultjvate his· 
garden with hrs own hands, for he hateJ idle-· 
ness.-To all his poor' neighbo1:'trs he was kind· 
and libera:1'~ r'eliev:rng them in their distresses, 
and often entertaini'ng them at his h ouse, 
where he· used to di'ne· wiith the'rr1; with th e 

greatest affability, arrd fi·equently relate hi s 
own story, in order to prove· that it is of very 
little conseqrte:nce how a m an' comes in to· th e· 
world, provi'ded he behav·es· well, and· cH_-s.,,· 

charges his-- rluty' when he i~ irr it. 



, 





371..3/ 01/-8 63.Z ff/8 

; 



' { 




