Tae Lizvrevant Governor transmifs to the
Haouse of Assembly, the copy ofa despatch address-
ed to i by Lord Viscount Goderich, & he deems
it necessary to acquaint the House of Assembly,
that uatil the Kig’s Instructions, transmitted by
Farl Bathurst on the 31st ef August 1826, were
received in this colony, the nature of the provi
sions they recommended, and the intention to
transmit instructions were equally unknown to
the Lieutenaut Governor.

The Lieuterant Governor desires further to
acquaiot the House of Assembly, that although
when those instructions were received, it appear-
ed to him, 8s 1t did to both branches of the Legis
lature, that the measure which His Majesty re-
commended was well calenlated to afford protec
tion to those for whose relief it was intended, the
Licutenant Governor was not so nnmindful of the
efforts made to excite groundless alarm amons
the inhabitants of this happy and peaceful colony
as ever lo have conveyed an assurance to ths
Muajesty’s Government, that either that measure,
or any other the most indulgent that could be de-
vised, might not, by industrious misrepresenta-
tions, be made the occasion of exciting a partial
discontsnt.

Government House,

23d January, 1828. z

I P <G R O GTBY I

DowxiNe sTREET,
10th Jury, 1827.
Sir,

{Tis Majesty’s Government have had under
their consideration the two bilis puss=d by the
Legislative council and Assembly of Upper Cana
da in the month of February last, and which were
resecved by you ‘or the signification of His Ma-
jesty’s pleasure, mttuled,

An act to provide for the Nituralization of
such persons resident in this province at the pe-
riod therein mentioned asmay vot now be eantitl-
ed by Law to be regarded as uatural bern sub-
jects.

An act to confirm British subjects in their titles
to real estates tn this province derived through
aliens.

You ave aware thata petition signed by a lorge
nuwber of persons resident 1a the province has
been presented to the House of Commons ob
jecting on various grounds to the coufirmation ot
these bills by His Mujesty.

The petitioners represent that the bills, which
have been transmitted, do not roally exprese the
seuse of the Legislative Body. The views of the
lonse of Assembly of Lower Canada can of
course however be collected only from the acts
and recorded resolutions of the House itself, ani
His M:jesty cannot altahany authority to the
statement which bas been made by others of the
wishes and opinion of dividual members of this
body—The petiton however sufficiently estab-
lishes the fact that a numerous class of the inha-
bitants of the province are dissatisfied with the
measures reconnmended by His Majesty’s govern-
ment in the year 1826, and subsequently adopted
by the provincial Legislatare.

I cannot too distinetly acknowledge that your
Excellency and the Legislative Council and Asw
sembly are not responsible for any misconception
which may have been entertained upon this sub-
ject. The bills which ven have transmitted are
' general framed in conformity with the instruc-
tions which you received, or deviate from those
instractions oniy on the side of mdulgence towards
the parties whom it was proposed to relieve. It
rests with His Mujesty’s *iovernment alone to
vindicate the propriety ofthe measures which
have been already taken, and of such alterations
in them as [ am now about to suggest.

It is fit however to observe, that before Lord
Bathurst’s instructions of the thirty first of August,
1826, were written, His Lordship had adopted
avery means in his power to ascertain whether
the improvement which he then projected in the
taw would satisfy the inhabitants of Upper Cuna-
da : nor were there waniing sufficient grounds
to justify the conclusion that all classes of society,
inthe province, would cordially ncquiesce in thems
f these expectations bave been disappointed, the
rasult ia to be attriboted to circumstances of
which Lord Bathurst was unavoidably ignorant,
aud over which he could exercise no coutrel.

His Majesty’s decision upon the bills which
vou have transmitted will be suspended antil it
shall appear whether the Council and Assombly
wre disposed to pass other bills better adapted 10
produce general satistaction throeughout th= pro-
vince, and if any such bills should be received in
this country, His Majesty m council will disallow
those which are at present before him. 1 pro-
ceed to state the general principles which upon
a moture consideration of the subject, it has ap-
pearad to His Mujesty’s Government desirable to

“embody in the Bill so to be passed.

Al persons who have at any time received
grants of land from the provincial government, or
who have held any pulilic effice in the province,
or who have at any tune been admitted by the
provincial government or its officers to take the
oath of allegiance, or who had their settled place
sf abode in the province before the vear 1820 and
are still resident there. should be admitted to the
privilezes of English birth without any condition
or qualifica‘ion.

The children or more remote descendants of
any persouns who miy new be dead, should b ad-
mitted to the same privileges, which their parents
or ancestors, if living, could claim.

Any person claiming to exercise any privilege
of a British subject who has not yet tuken the oath
of allegiance should be required to tuke that oath,
or il he be one of the persons whom the provin-
cial law relieves from the obligation of tuking
oaths, shooid be required to make the correspond=
ing affirmation.

Persons. not falling within any of the preced-
ing descriptions, bur whe husve at present their
domicile in Upper Canida, having first resorted
thither in, or subsequently to the year 1820,
should. 1¥such be th ir wish, be also admitted to
the privileges of English birth, subject to the
three following conditions~——First, that before



they enjoy the privileges in question, they should
have completed a residence of seven years, So.
conily, that they should take the oath of allegi-
ance, or make
Thirdly, that their sames should be registered in
some public offize, by some time to be fixed for
that purpose, in order that it may be known
what particular persons have availed themselves
of the proposed indulgence.

It will ba distinctly understood that {he law
should contain no provision whatever, respecting
the renunciation of any allegiance or supposed ul
legiance to any foreign state. That question
must be decided by the general law of nations,
without being mde the subject of uny enactment,
etiher remedial or deelaratory,

The proposed bills must be entirely retrospac-
tive. — The terms upon which it may be proper
to naturalize persons hereafier resoriing to Up
per Canada, er to any other of H:s Majesty’s
foreign possessions, will probably, at an early pe-
riod, engage the dis inct avtention of [lis Majesty’s
Government.  The Bills cons quently witl not
interfere with the operations in future of ihe Bri-
tish Acts of Parliament for the paturalization of
certain foreigners in His Majesty’s plantations —
Neither should they have the effect of repealing
certain Provincial Sttates respecting a particular
class of Aliens, which were passed in the years
1816 and 1817.

It remains to advert to certain questions res-
pecting the property of Aliens which may be af-
fected by the proposed enactments,

There would be no ebjection te a provision de-
elaring that lands acquired by any person, er by
the ancestor of any person vaturalized under the
act, should net hereafter be claimed by His M Jes
ty on the ground of any such person having teen
an alien

It 1s possible that cuses may exist 1n which the

the correspondmg  affirmation. -

title of private persons to land depends upon the
foreign birth of some other persous.

In all such cases it would seem it that the ti-
tle in future should depend wpon, and follow the
actaal possession of the property in p st times,

No person naturalized under the proposed billg
should liereafter be dispossessed of his lands, on
the ground of his own or his ancestors foreign
birth. On the other hand no person who hag
been actually dispossessed on that ground should
now have lus title restored. It would be equitas
ble that these rules should take effect from the —
day of Muy 1826, the date of the last uct of parlia.
ment apon this subject,

It would be highly convenient, if such should
be the pleasure of the Council and Assembly, (o
make the questions of property the subject of a
distinct bill, since it is unnecessary te incumber
the gquestion of nuturalization with discussions
which might impede, if they did not prevent, the
success of that measure,

The inhabitants of Upper Canada, will, T trust,
recognize in these instructions His Majesty’s de-
sire to promote the welfaie of every class of so-
ciety in the province, and the Legislative Coun-
cil and Assembly will understand that His Majesty
fully appreciates the industry and zeal for the
public good, manifested by their compliance with
the instructions which in the last year Lord Buth-
nrst conveyed to your Excellency by His Ma-
Jjesty’s command,

I'have the honour to be
Sir.
Your mest obedient humble servanf,
(Signed) “ GODERICH.”
Lieutenant General
Sir P. Maitland, K. C. B. &c. &c. &e.

Certified, G, Hiriigg,
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