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THE 

HISTORY 

OP 

J O S E P H, &ce 

] ACOB lGved his fon J ofeph bet­

ter than his other children, and 

made him a coat of many colours, 



( 4 ) 

becanfe he was a better man than 

his bro thers, and was the fon of his 

dear wife Rachel; but he was hated 

by his brothers on feveral accounts. 

o,;e day Jofeph faw them do fome­

thing bad; and he acquainted his 

father Jacob vvith it, which made his 

b roLh ers angry. Another day he 

fa id to theml I have dreamed tha,t 
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we were in a field making up wheat 

fheaves, but all your fheaves bowed 

down before mine: another time I 
dreamed, that the fun, the moon, 

and the eleven ftars, profirated 

themfelves before me. 

Though Jacob thought that God 

had fent thefe dreams to Jofeph, 

ye~ he chid him for telling them ; 

and faid to him, Daft thou believe 

that thy mother and I, and thy bro­

thers, are to be thy fervants ? J a­

cob's other children were then very 

angry with Jofeph; and one day, 

when they were tending their flocks, 

a great way off, they fa w J ~feph 
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coming, Jacob having fent him to 

know how they did ; and they faid, 
Here is our dreamer, let us kill. 
him. 

Reuben, who was not fo wicked. 
as the others, faid, 1\'o, don't let 
us kill him, but throw him into a 
deep pit. 



( 7 ) 
For Reuben intended to have 

come back in the night, and to 

have drawn him out of this pit; 

but_ 'w·hen he was gone, Jacob's 

fons faw fome merchants coming, · 

who were going into Egypt; they 
drew Jofeph out of tbe pit, and 

fold him to tbefe merchants for a 

fl ave. 
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When Reuben came at n1ght to 

fave Jofeph, he was much troubled 
at not finding him, and fell a crying; 
but his brothers took J ofeph's coat, 
and having made it all over bloody, 
fent it to Jacob, who thought that 
fome wild beafl had devoured Jo­
feph, at which he was extremely 
concerned. 
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The merchants who had bought 

Jofeph, fold him to a great Egyp­
tian lord. Jofeph feeing himfelf a 
flave, refolved to ferve his mafier 

faithfully ; his name was Potiphar; 

and he gained his affeaion. Poti­

phar had a very wicked wife, and 

fhe was for enticing Jofeph to be­

tray his rnafier. J ofeph would ne-
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Ver do fuch a bad thing; and Po­
tiphar's wife, being provoked at 
him, told her hufband that Jofeph 
was a wicked man., who betrayed 
him. 

Potiphar, who did not know his 
wife would lie, was very angry at 
Jofeph, and put him in prifon: he 
ftaid there a long time; but the 
mafter of the prifon, moved by his 
virtue, had a great refpea for him. 

There was in this prifon two of­
ficers belonging to the king of 
Egypt; his name was Pharaoh; one 
was his cup-bearer, that is, he who 
gave out his drink; the other was 
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the chief of the bakers, or he that 
furnifhed the bread. One day the 
cup-bearer faid to Jofeph, I dream­
ed that I had very fine grape_s, and 
fqueezed them in a cup, and the 
king drank the juice of thofe grapes. 

J ofeph faid to him, The meaning_ 
of this dream is, that the ki ng will 
pardon thee, and refrore thee to thy 
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plate. When thou returnefl to court~ 

-be fo kind as to f peak to the king 

for me,- that I may be taken out of 

prifon, for I am innocent. • The 

chief baker faid to J ofeph, I dream­

ed alfo that I was aarrying on my 

he-ad a bafket full of cakes, and that 

the birds came and ate them. Jo­

feph anf wered, this means that thou 

wilt be hanged, and the birds will 

eat thy body. All tl~efe things hap­

pened as Jofeph had foretold ; but 

when the cup-bearer was at court, 

he forgot his friend Jofeph, who 

continued in prifon. 

It may be feen that tbefe dreams, 

and others we fl1all fpeak of, were 
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fent to fhow the innocence of Jo"' 
feph. It was a miracle which God 
did to reward him, and make him 
happy. 

Now it rnuft not be thought 
that God works miracles for no­
thing, and that he will difcover to 
man, without neceffi.ty, what is to 
come. So that to fet up to explairr 
dreams by any pretended art~ is 
a very great folly, and ought always 
to be difcouraged. 

But to return to our fl:ory, Jo­
feph fo faithfully obeyed his maA:er.,, 
and the man who commanded in 

a 
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prifon, that, by his good behavi .. 

our, he gained their favour. 

Pharaoh dreamed one night that 

he faw feven fine cows, fo fat, that 

it was a pleaJure to look at them ; 

on a fudden, he faw feven cows fo 

lean, that they were nothing but 
fkin and bone; thefe feven lean 

cows ate up the feven fat ones. 

And the king, when he waked, fent 

for the mofr learned men of Egypt. 
to interpret his dream;- but they 

could not, becaufe God had not 

t.aught them what it meant. Then 

the cup-bearer remembered Jo­

feph, and told the kiog that he had 
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interpreted his dream, and that of 

his chief baker. 

J ofeph was fent for, and he faid 

to the king, The [even fat cows fig­

nify that, during feven years, there 

will be a great deal of corn, but 

after this time there will be feven 

years in which there will be no 

corn; and thefe are the feven lean 
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,cows, which fhall eat up the feven 
fat ones. The king faid to Jofeph., 
Since thou haft known the evil, thou 
muft provide the remedy. I leave 
thee -in power to do what thou !halt 
think fit in my kingdom. Then 
Jofeph ordered great houfes to be 
built; and when every one had his 
provifion of corn, he bought all 
that remained, and put it in the 
houfes he had built; and at th~ 
.end of feven yea rs a 11 thofe houfes 
.or barns were foll of corn. It was 
not known why J ofcph did fo, but 
it was foon difcovered; for, after 
the feven years, the corn wbicb had 
been fown did not come up, and the 
Egyptians were obliged to go and 
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buy the king's corn, of which Jo­
feph had the care. Thus Pharaoh 
perceived the wifdom of Jofeph, 
and he put a chain of gold on his 
neck, and rajf ed him to the greatefl: 

dignity in his kingdom. 

Jacob, ·,Ne may remen1ber., had 

B 3 
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many children, befides a great num­
ber of fervants. 

He had but little corn left to 
make bread; and having heard that 
it was fold in Egypt, he faid to his 
fons, Take money, and go into 
~gypt and buy corn. 

Jacob's children fetout for Egypt, 
but he kept little Benjamin at home 
with him. \Vhen Jacob's children 
came before J ofeph, they did not 
!<now him 1 but he knew them very 
well; and pretending to be angry, 
faid, You are fpies; you are come 
i_nto this country to betray the king'I 
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They anfwered (proftrating before 
him), My lord, we are not f pies, 

but we are brethren, and children 
of the fame father; we have another 
brother at home, be!ides one who 
died long ago. You are fpies, faid 
Jofeph unto them; ~nd I will n_ot 
believe you, unlefs you bring your 

young broth_~r with you. Then J o:'" 
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feph's brothers, who did not know 
him, and whq thought he did not 
undedland their language, faid, God 
punifhes us for having fold our poor 
brother Jofeph, who cried for mer­
cy to us. 

Jofeph, who had not forgotten the 
language of his country, underftood 
them very well, and faid, Go back 
to your father, that you-may bring 
your little brother with you; one of 
you I will keep in prifon, and if 
you don't come, I \.viii put him to 
death. Jacob's nine children re­
turned to their father, but they 
vere very much furprifed to find 

in their facks the money w;1ich they 
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had given to pay for their corn; 

for Jofeph had given orders that 

their money fhould be put again 

into their facks. Yet they gave 

an account of their adventure to 

their father; but Jacob would not 

let Benjamin go. There was, how­

ever, a neceffity for returning when 

they had ate up all their corn; and 
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Judah, the el deft of Jacob's chil"!' 
dren, faid to him, that he would be 

_ anf werable for his young brother; 
and Jacob let them go. 

J ofeph was very glad to fee his 
brother Benjamin; and having or­
dered Simeon, who was in prifon, to 
be releafed, he told his fteward to 
take tbefe ftrangers to his houfe, 
for he would have them at his ta­
ble. They were afraid when they 
heard this, and faid to the fieward, 
We do not know how it came 
about, but we found in our facks 
the money we had given for corn 
in the journey. The fteward an-

. f wered them, Be eafy, I have re-
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ceived your money; I demand no­
thing of you. When Jofeph came, 
he afked how Jacob did, and whe­
ther Benjamin was their younger 
brother that they told him of; and 
looking ftedfafily at his brother, 
who, as well as himfelf, was the fan 

of Rachel, the tears came into big 

eyes, and he withdrew for a mo-
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ment; afterwards they fat down to 
a table, and Benjamin was helped 
to a mefs of five times as much as 
the others. The next day J ofeph 
ordered his fteward to give them 
corn; but he told them at the fame 
time, to conceal in Benjamin"s fack 
a fine golden cup, he himfelf drank 
out of. 

When Jacob's children were got 
a little way off, the fteward ran af­
ter them, and faid, You are thieves 
and wicked men; my mafter en­
tertained you kindly in his houfe, 
and in return you have carried off 
his golden cup. 
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They all anfwered, We have not 

done this wicked a&ion ; and if 
thou nndeft the cup among us, we 
confent to be thy mafter's flaves. 
They emptied their facks, and the 
cup was found in Benjamin's. 

They returned to J ofeph, who 
faid to them, It is not j ufi that the 

C 
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innocent fl1ould fuffer for the guilty; 
go home to your father, and the thief 
:fhall be my fla ve. .Judah, throwing 
himfelf at Jofeph's feet, faid to him, 

Let not my lord be angry; pray 
allow me to be thy flave in Benja­
min's ftead; for if my father fee us 
come back without him, he will die 
of grief. J ofeph, no longer able 
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to withhold his tears, ordered every 

body to go out of the room, and 

faid to his brothers, I am Jofeph, 

your brother, whom you fold ; but 

I forgive you ; don't be afraid; 

God has permitted this, that I 111ight 
give you bread; and Jofeph fell 

upon Benjamin's neck, and em­
braced him an d his brethren. 
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In the mean time, Pharaoh hav­

ing heard that Jofeph had fonnd 
his brothers again, was mightily 
pleafed, and faid to him, Take 
chariots, and fend for thy father; 
it is my will that he come into 
Egypt with all his family, and I 
will give him the fineft country of 

all Egypt to live in. Then Jo­
feph, after fhowing a deal of kind­
nefs to his ½rothers, made them 
great prefents, and fent them to 
fetch their father Jacob. When 
the children of Jacob got home, 
they faid to their father, Rejoice, 
thy fon J ofeph is not dead, he is 
become a great man, and it is }:i~ 
that is mafter of all the corn .in 
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Egypt. ] ac0b coulcl. hardly be. 
lieve this good news; but when he 
faw the prefents, he thanked God, 

leaping for joy; and fet out with 
all his family to go and fee his dear 

fon again. 

J6feph, after embracing him, pre-

C 3 
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fented him t_o the king, who afl(ed 

him how old he was? I am an 

hundred and thirty years old, an­

f ~ered Jacob; and the days of my 
pilgrimage on earth have been fhort 

and troublefome. 

Pharaoh gave Jacob and his 

children a very fine country, whe_re 

their flocks were paftured; and Ja­

cob lived feveral years longer. 

Before he died he foretold to his 

children all that would happen to 

them; and he affured his fan Ju­

dah, that. the crown would co~~ 

into his family, a.rid never go out 

of it. 
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After' his death, his body was 

carried to the burial--place of his 

fathers; for he had ftrialy en­

joined Jofeph to give him that fa_. 

tisfaaion. 

Jofeph lived a great number of 

years; and as God had revealed to 

him, that the defcendants _of Jacob, 

wh0 were called Ifrae1ites, would 

one day go out of Egy'pt, he obliged 

bis children to give him the {l:rong­

efi affurance that, after his death, 

they would carry ·away his bones, 

and lay them n·ear thofe of his fa­

ther Jacob. · 

After Jacob's death, Jofeph's 
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brothers were afraid that he would 
take that occafion to be revenged ; 
but he removed their apprehenfions, 
by affuring the1n he had forgiven 
them with all his heart. 

,vho can but admire the good­
~efs of God in bring~ng about his 
defigns ? Who ·would not have 
th011ght Jofeph very unhappy, to 
ha.ve f uch wicked brothers, to be 
(oJd as a flave, and accuJed by Po­
tiphar's wife, and put in prifon • 

.And yet, had not all thefe rnif­
fortnnes happened to Jofeph, be 
cou1d not have bad t11e pleaf ure 
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of faving Egypt, an~ his family, 

nor of forgiving his brothers. 

The children of Jacob, who were 

alfo called Ifraelites, had many 

children, and they made a great 

people. 

A long time after, another king, 

whofe name was likewife Pharaoh, 

afcended the throne: but J ofeph 

died before this king was born. 

This wicked king was for defiroy­

ing the Ifraelites, and he forced them 

to work at the building of feveral 

great cities; but the more they 

worked, the better they were in 

health, and the more children they 

had. Pharaoh, ·who intended to· 
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exterminate them, ordered that aH 
the little boys of the Ifraelites 
fhould be thrown into the Nile. 
As the Ni le is a great river, they 
were all dro'Nned. A man, of the 
tribe of Levi, had a little boy, 
who was very handfome, and his 
n1cther hid him for three months : 
but being afraid that the child 
would be difcovered, flJe made a 
pretty ba{ket, and having put her . 
fon into it, llie carried him to the 
Nile, and left her daughter Mary 
to fee what would become of hi1n. 
Pharaoh's daughter came at that 
time to bathe herfelf; and feeing 
the ba{ket, ordered one of her 
n1aids to take it out. When Ihe 
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faw the pretty babe in the bail{et, 
fhe had pity on it, and faid, ,< _I'll 
fave it." Mary, who heard this, 

faid to her, " If thou pleafe, fll 
go and fetch thee a nurfe." '' Do 
fo," faid the princefs. Then Mary 
went and fetched her mother; and 
the princefs, having named the child 
Mofes1 gave it to nurfe to his own 

mother, whom lhe did not know. 

When Mofes was grown up, the 

daughter of Pharaoh took him for 
her own, and he became a great 
man; but the riches and pleafures 
of the court did not make him for­

get bis brethren the Ifraelites. One 

day he fa w one ufed Hl by an Egyp ... _ 
3 
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tian ; and Mof es killed the Egyp.­
tian, who was about to kill the If­
raelite; and hid him i_n the ground, 
and was fullyperfuaded nobody had 
feen him • . The next day he fa w 

two Ifraelites quarrelling, and faid 
to them, '' Why do ye quarrel? 
ye are brethren; you fh.ould live 
peaceably." One of the Ifraelites 
made anfwer, . '' What bufinefs i~ 
it of thine? thou art not our judge; 
doft thou want to kill me as thou 
didft the Egyptian yefterday ?" Mo­
fes, who thought that nobody knew 
of his killing the man, was very 
much afraid ; and hearing that the 
k1ng defigned tc put him to death, 
he fled into anothe_r country. Af:.. 
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ter walking a great way, he fat him­

felf down near a well to reft ; and 

' there came feven young women, 

who were fifters, and their father's 

name was Jethro. Thefe young 

women having drawn water for their 

flocks to drink, there came fome 

fhepherds, who were for driving 

them away; but Mofes defended 

the young women; and when they 

were returned home to their father, 

they told him what had happened. 

Jethro faid, '' Why did you 

not afk that civil man to come 

in and eat a bit with us ? Then 

Jethro made Mofes come in; and 

E 
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fame time after gave him one of 
bis daughters, ca1led Sephorah. 

Mof es was one day tending the 
flocks of his father-in-law Jethro, 
and he came as far as Mount Ho­
reb; where, as he was watching his 
flock, he faw a buih all on fire, and 
yet the bufh· did not burn. Mofes 
drew near to admire this wonder; 
then he heard a voice, which faid 
to him, " Pull off thy fhoes, for 
this place is holy." Then Mofes 
proftrated himfelf, with his face to 
the ground; and the voice faid, 
<e I have heard the cry of my peo­
ple which are in Egypt; for the 
Ifraelites are my people; and there-
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fore I order thee to go to them, and 
deliver them : and thou fhalt tell 
them, that thou comeft from me." 
'' Lord " faid Mofes " I don't > , 

know thy name, how !hall I ~ell it 
them?" '' I AM THAT 1 AM," an­
f wered the voice. " Go to Pha­
raoh, and thou !halt afk him leave 
to take my people into the defert, 
there to facrifice for three days.'' 
'' Lord," replied Mofes, '' Pharaoh 
will not believe me, and he will put 
me to death." '' I will be with 
thee," replied the voice, '' and give 
thee power to work miracles: throw 
down the little rod in thy hand." 
Mofes obeyed, and the rod was in­
fiantly changed into a ferpent. Mo-
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fes was afraid, and fled; but the 
voice faid to him, '' Take the fer­
pent by the tail, and it will imme­
diately be a rod again.'' It hap­
pened as the voice had faid, and 
yet Mofes could not get over his 
fears. The voice ordered him to 
put his hand into his bofom, and it 
was immediately covered with a le­
pro[y; and having put his leprous 
hand into his bofom, it was healed. 
Though Mofes knew by thef e mi­
racles that it was God who fpake to 
him, yet he found a great difficulty 
in taking a refolution to go to Pha­
raoh; and faid, '' Lord, thou know• 
eft that I have not a free ufe of my 
tongue, and all rn y life long I have 
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found it hard to utter my words ; 
and fince I have fpoken to thee, the 
difficulty has increafed.'' The voice 
anr we red him, '' Who has made 
the mouth of the dumb, and of him 
that f peaketh, Is it not I? Go thy 
way, I will be in thy mouth; and 
then I will fend thy brother Aaron 
to meet thee, who fpeaks readily, 
and fhall be thy interpreter.'' Up­
on which Mofes left the mountain, 
and went into Egypt; and as he 
went on his way, Aaron met him, 
as God had promi[ed. 

Mofes and Aaron came to Pha­
raoh, and faid, " The Eternal God 

E 3 
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orders thee to let his people go in ... 
to the defert, that they may offer a 

facrifice to him." Pharaoh an­
f we red, '' I know not the Eternal 
God." This wicked king fent for 
thofe who kept the Ifraelites at 
work, and faid, " Increafe this 
people's work : had they work 
enough, they would not have time 
to wifh for a j ourney into the de­
f ert. " I---Ierc upo n more work was 
fet out to the I fraelites than they 
could do ; and they were beaten 
becau[e they had not done their 
work. The Ifraelites, feeing that 
they were more miferable than be­
fore, faid to Mofes; " You are the 
caufe of our misfortunes : why 
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didfi thou f peak to Pharaoh to let 

us go into the defert ?" Then Mo­

fes f aid to the Lord, " Thou fee ft 

my brethren are angry with me." 

The Lord anf wered him, " I am 

the God of Abraham, of Ifaac, and 

of Jacob ; I will give to the I frael­

ites the land of Canaan, which is 

the beft country in the world; re­

turn to Pharaoh, and Aaron fhall 

work miracles in his prefence." 

Mofes and Aaron went again to the 

king; and A,..aron having thrown 

his rod on the ground, it was chang­

ed into a ferpent. 

Pharaoh's magicians alfo turned 

their rods into ferpents ; but Aa-
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ron's ferpent ate up the ferpents of 
the magicians. Afterwards Aaron 
ftruck, with his rod, the waters of 
the river, and they were changed 
into blood; the waters flunk, and 
killed all the filh ; but as the ma­
gicians a1fo changed the waters in­
to blood, Pharaoh would not let 
the I fraelites go. 

God afterwards commanded Aa­
ron to hold out his rod, and he be­
held a great quantity of frogs. 
They got into the houfes and beds, 
and even into the king's chamber. 

Then Pharaoh faid to Mofes, 
" Pray to thy God, that he may kill 



{ 45 ) 

thefe frogs, and I'll let the Ifraelites 

go." Mofes prayed to God, and 

the frogs died; but after they were 

dead, Pharaoh would not keep his 

promife. Then God fent great 

numbers of lice, among men and 

beaft; then a great hail ; he fent 

for.es on all men; and at noon one 

could not fee, there was fuch a thick 

fog. It was only in the country of 

the Ifraelites thefe misfortunes were 

not felt; yet for all this Pharaoh 

would not let them go. Then God 

faid to Mofes, '' Let every family 

of the Ifraelites take a lamb or a 

kid, and fprinkle the blood on their 

door-pofls; this lamb, or kid, muft 

be roafted and eaten, and if any re· 
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mains, it muft be burnt. You fhail 
eat this fupper in hafre; for I am 
going to bring you out of Egypt.,, 
The Ifraelites did as they were or­
dered. About midnight God fent 
his angel, who flew the eldefl: fons 
of the Egyptians; but nobody died 
in the houfes where the blood was 
fprin kled. 

Then Pharaoh and his people fet 
up a great cry, and faid, " Go 
away quickly, and pray for us." 
The Irraelites accordingly went, 
fix hundred thoufand men, befides 
women and children, having bor­
rowed from their neighbours veffels 
of gold and fil ~'er, they carried them 
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away with them; but they probably 

did not know they fhould never re­

turn. When the Ifraelites entered 

the defert, the Lord ordered his an­

gel to guide them. In the day he 

walked before them in a cloud, and 

in the night in a pillar of fire. In 

the meantime Pharaoh was forry 

he had let them go ; and, with a 
great army he followed them with 

all expedition. When the Ifrael­

ites faw the Egyptians, they were 

afraid, and murmured againft Mo­

fes, who exhorted them to trufl in 

God; and he alfo prayed for them. 

And the angel, who was before them, 

placed himfelf behind, and with the 

cloud hid them from the Egyptians. 
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Then Mofes waved his rod on the 
Red Sea, and divided it; and the 
fea flood in the air like a moun­
tain. All night the Ifraelites went 
over, and the Egyptians thought 
they might pafs after them ; when 
they were all in the fea with Pha­
raoh, the waters returned to their 
place, and they were all drowned. 
Then Mofes, Aaron, and their fif­
ter Mary, fang with the people a 
fong of praif e to the Lord, who had 
delivered them from the hands of 
their enemies. 

FIN rs. 

Printed by Da.rton and Harvey, 55, Gracechurch~ 
fireet. 



B 
IS oR, 

/BOI 

.:/71:,/ 009 5 36 o '3 




