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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE 

FIRST EDITION. 

I 

ON offering to the Public a New Exposition 
of the Church Catechism, after the various exc.elient 
-Tracts, which have appeared on that subject, the 
Author thinks it respectful in him to state his motive.<, 
for the attempt. 

As soon as Children can repeat the Catechism, he 
believes it to be a common practice to teach it to 
them, broken into short questions and answers. This 
has been his practice. But when they have learned 
that valuable little Tract, and are thus prepared to 
take another " Step in the Temple," he has been at a 
lo~" or a" Guide.)1 LEWI s's Exposition, for instance, 
has on experiment appeared to him too difficult, at 
least for Young Children, and especially for the Chil­
dren of the Poor, who are the principal objects of 
parochial instruction .; and Bp. MAN N's, at the same 
time that it is occasionally beyond their capacity, 
dwell perhaps more upon the Popish errors, than is 
wanted for general use in England, however desirable 
those parts of his Exposition may be in Ireland. 
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To supply what has appeared to the present ,vriter 
a deficiency, is-the aim of this little Work ; which he 
has spared no pains in making as plain and familiar as 
he could ; although he cannot dare flatter himself, that 
it will be found free from objection, either in that, or 
in other respects .. 

It is longer than he could wish : but he believes that 
no part could be omitted without leaving the remainder 
less complete •. 

The references in the margin are numerous : they 
are given not only as authorities, but because it may 
be a good · exercise for Children to · look out the texts 
in their Bibles, and perhaps learn them by heart. 

The Author, has only to add,.. that his design in 
clrawing u.p this. Exposition will be answered, if it 
enable him to do his duty better towa-rd the Children 
in his parish; and that his -end in publishing it will be 
gained, if any of his clerical brethren, who may perhaps 
feel the want he has described, shall find a remedy in 
this humble attemph 

Crawley Parsonage-, 
Nov. 18th, 1808. _ 



1\ D V E RT I S E 1\1 EN T 

TO THE 

HIRD EDITION. 

J 

AFTER the experience of several years, con­
£rmed by the testimony of 80me of his clerical brethren, 
and of other persons, who have used the following ex­
position, the Author has the satisfaction of thinking, 
that he did not form an erroneous judgment concern­
ing the probable utility of such an attempt. The pre­
sent edition therefore is published, without any alteration 
in the general design ; although a few short insertions 
lmve been admitted upon points, where a little more 
explanation or illustration appeared desirable. 

A Table of Contents is prefixed for the purpose of 
exh;.\~ting to the learner a general view of the Christian 
religion, as set forth in the Catechism. 

Lambeth, 
Mareli 27, 1816. 
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PART !.-GOSPEL COVEN,\~ TT. 

CHAP. I.-PRTVILEGES OF IlAPTIS,.~L 

SECTION' I. 

QUESTION, "\VH AT 1S your Namer 

A1-.sw ER. " N. 0r M. 
Q. " Who gave you this name ? 

A. " My Godfathers and Godmothers in my bapti :, m, 

" wherein I was made a member of Christ, the child of 

H God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of He,aven.'' 

·Q. By whom was your name given you ? 

A. By my Godfathers and Godmothers. 

Q. When was it gi ve!'l you ? 

A .• At my baptism, 
Q. What name was then given you ? your christi an 

name, or your sirname? 
A. My christian name. I have my sirname from my 

r~rents; but my c-hristian name was given me at my bap­

tism. 
Q. Why was it then given yo'U ? 

..A.. As a mark, and to put me in mind of what I was 

then made. 
Q. What were yo~ then made ? 
A. A r.1€mber of Christ a. 

Q. What is that ? 
./l. A member of the Church, of which Chtist is the ruler 

and head b : in one word, a Christian. 

Q. How shoL1ld you behave, as a member of Christ? 

A. I should obey him who is my head, and live in peace 

and unity with my brethren c. 

Q. May you behave in a different manner? 

A .. No: if f. do, I shall be a very unw0rthy member of 

Christ; a very bad Christian. 

a 1 Cor. vi. 15. b Col. I. 18, 

c Mark ix. 50. John xvii. 20, 21. 

B 
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SECT. I'I. 
Q. What else were you made at your baptism ? A. The child of God d, 
•Q. What do you mean by that ? 
A. I was received into favour with God, and placed to. wards him in the same relation, in v1hich a child stands to his father. 
Q. What may a child expect that its father will do for him? 
A. That he will Jove him, and t,1ke care of him. Q. And what should a child he to wards his father? .A. He should be affectionate and dutiful towards him·e. •Q. As the child of God then., how ought yoi.1 to behave ? A. I ought to love him and obey him f. Q. Wh:it ,reason have you for this behaviour? A. A knowledge of the love, which God has already shewn to me g; and the hope and trust, that he will care for me, and be ·kind to me in future. . .Q. If you behave otherwise, what are y-ou to expect? A. That he will be angry with me, and will punish meo 

SECT, III. . -
Q ~ Were you made any thing else at your baptism? A. Yes .; I was made an inheritor of the kingdom of· Heaven h, 

Q. What do y(!)u mean by an inheritor? .A.. An inheritor is an heir .; one entitled to_possess some­thing hereafter. 
Q. What is meant by the kingdom of Heaven? A. By the kingdom of Heaven is sometimes meant the church of Christ in this world i; and sometimes the church of Christ, or the assc.:nbly -of ble,ssed spirits in another world k. 

· 
Q. In which sense do you here use it ? A. In the latter; that c,fthe assemhl-y ofb1essed spirits in Heaven. 
Q. What t~en do you mean by the whole sentence, that you were made by baptism an inheritor of the ,kingdom of Heaven? · 

a John i. 12. Rom. viii. 16. e Mal. i. 6. -r 1 John v. 3. & 1 John iv. 19. h 1 Pet. i. 31 4 • .1 Mntl. xiii. 31, 32. ~ 1\'latt . .f, 1 • 



A. I mean, that I then recc:i ved a title to happiness, 

which God will give me in another world. 

Q. As an inheritor of the kingdom of HeaYen, what 

ought to be your behaviour ? 
A. J ought to " set my affecrions on things above 1,H 

and try to live a holy and godly life. 

Q. What reason _have you for this? 

A. If l do not, I shall lose that title to the kingdom of 

Heaven, which was given me at my baptism. 

CHAP. II.-PROivUSES OF BAPTISM. 

SECT. I. 

1 Q. You suppose then, that the p-romise of future happi­

t-1ess was given you, on condition of your behaving in a 

particular manner ? 
A. Yes, certainty. 
Q. So that you look upon baptism ai a covenant or 

agreement ·? 
A. Yes : God on his pa·rt, was gracious] y pleased to 

promise me hi·s fatherly affection and care in this world, and 

happiness in another; and I promised to observe certain 

-conditions, on my part. 
Q. Did yoa make this promise yourself? 

A. No: I was an infant, and therefore unable. But my 

Godfathers and Godmothers did it for me. 

Q. " What did your Godfathers and Godmothers then 

" ' for you?" 
A. " They did promise and vow three things in my 

" name," &c. 
Q. This promise, you say, was made for yvu ? 

A. Yes; my Godfathers and Godrnothe1·s made it in my 

name. 

- Q. The promise is 
·somewhat at length. 
miscd? 

SECT. IL 

a serioas one. \Ve will consider it 

What is the first thing they pro-

A. " That I should renour.ce the devil and all hi. s 

·H works," 
·I Col. iii. 2, 

B l 
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·Q. 'What do you mean by renouncing?° 
A. I mean declaring again~t, forsakirig, and having no .. t:1ing to do with. 
Q. \\'hat do you mean by the Devil ? 
A. I mean the chief of those evil spirits 1 who rehelled 

agains t Almighty God, and we.re driven out of Heaven, the 
place of happiness, and are now punished in Hell, the place 
of rr.isery and tormenr. 

•Q. Does the Scripture tell us any thing about chose evil 
spirits ? 

A . Yes; the Scripture speaks of the punishment of" the 
angels that sinned, and which kept not their first estate, 
.but left their own habitation m. " 

•Q. "What puni hment does it speak of? 
/l. It says, that "God cast them down to Hell, and 

nath reserved them in everlasting chains under darkness unto 
the judgment of the grent day m.'' 

Q. \Vb,lt has th ~ Devil to do with us ? 
A. He tempt s us to disobey God, in order that he may 

ma'ke us as wicked and ns ,vretched as himself. 
Q. How does I e try ro do this ? 
A. By tem pting us to do those things, whi.ch are called 

the works of the Dev il. 
Q. \Vhac are they? 
A. To speak general Ir, " He that committeth sin is of 

the Devil, and all sins," of whate·:e r kind they may be, 
" are his works 0

• '' 

Q. Can you tell me of any particular sins, which are 
reel one<\ in the Bible among the \'VOrks of the Devil? 

A. Yes : " He. was a murderer from the beginning o;" 
for it was he who " beguiled Eve through his subtlety P'' 
whereby "dea th entered into the world q ;" and it was he 
who persuaded Cain to kill his brother A!Jel r, And all 
murderers are called his children. 

Q. What other sin is described as a work of the Devil ~ A. Lying: for " he is a liar, and the father of lies 5
,'' 

lt was by a lie that he persuaded our first parents, Adam 
and Eve, to eat of the forbidden fruit; and all persons, who 

m 2 Pet. ii. 4. Ju,l~ 6. n 1 John iii. 8. G Jolin vi ii. 44,. 
pi Co.r., xi . 3, q Rom, v, t'Z. r John iii, 1~. • John v.ii~. 44. 
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arP. guilty of falsehood, are sJ id to he "of their father, th 

Devil." 
· Q. Can you mention any more? 

A. Yes; slander, or: spec1king evil falsely of or her~ ; 

pride, malice, and envy, are among the works of the D~vil t .. 

Q. Are ther_e not some other of his works, to whi-:'.1 \vC 

are liable in our communication with others? 

A .. Yes; seducing or tempting others to sin is among r, .e 

Devil's works u. _ 

Q. You are to have nothing to do then with ~hcs3 

works ? 
A. No: My Godfathers and Godmothers promhcJ for 

me that 1 should renounce them. 

SECT. III. 

Q. What next did they promise you should renounce ?-­

A. " The romps and vaniry of this wicked world.'' 

Q. ·what do you mean by that? 

A. Too mu<:h fondness for those things which the ·,\'odd 

in general is for:d of, c1nd which worldly men seek afte r. 

Q. Tell me some of th most Jangerou3 of these . 

.d. Money, ple;isure, and honour. 

Q. Is all pursuit of these things wrong? 

A. No; it is wrong, if they c1re sought after by bctd 

means, or lead us to do any sore of evil x. 

Q,. Can it not be wrong without leading into posici ve 

evil ? 
A. Yes ; i.t is wrong, if it takes up too much of our 

time, and hinders us from doing goo<t: if it hinders us from 

being useful to or hers, or drnws us otf from the service of 

God 1. 

Q. May not the pursuit of these thingc; be sinful., by 

reason of the company it brings us into ?: 

A,. Yes;. we OL1ght by no meam w let them lead us into 

bad company z. ' 

Q. Does not the pursuit of these things, although har:-n,. 

t ReY, xii. 10. Acts xiii. 10. 1 Chron. xxi . 1. 

u Matt. iv. 1. 3 . x 1 Th css. v. 22. 

Y Erh. v. 15, 16. 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. i\latt. xxY. 30. 4.5. 

:I!· l Cor. v. 11. 

B 3. 



less thernsel ves, become sinful, . if chey are very much sougiH, after r . 
A. Certainly it does..; it is sinful, if it takes, up so .mtl<'h of our fondness, as to weaken. iH our, hear.ts the love of Go~­and of religion a . 
Q. Will th~ practice of other persons be a sufficient rea•. son for your joining in this pursuit ? 
A. No, by no means. H the example be a bad one, f; am especially put upon .my guard.aga inst it, by being taugh t to renounce the pomps and vanity of this e:, :1ided wor1<l ti. Q. \Vhy is. t-he world called wicked in the Catechism ? A,_ Because of the veat wickedness in it; and to disrin-. guish it frorn the ChUFch of Christ, .ill the members of which a re required, to be good and holy c~ 

SECT, IV. 
Q. Is not there a third thing, which-your Godfathers and-Godmothers promised you should renounce ? A. Yes: " all the sinful lusts of the flesh d. 

11 

Q. What do you mean by that expression? 
A. I m~an those inclinations whic.h. le.ad us, to do· things,, that God has forbidden. 
Q, Can you give me an example? 
A. All wanton, indecent, and unclean thoughts, words, . and actions, ar_e among the chief things here to be re-11ounced e .• 

Q. Does this promise -at all confine you as to your foo d and the like r' 
A. Yes; I am hound by. it tG ,avoid gluttony, or eating too much; . drunkenness, or drinking too much; and in_ general too dainty a way of liying f. 
Q, Does it relate at all to the management of your tem. per ? 
-A. Yes; I am t'hereby bound to avoid . violent anger,, variance, strife_, hatred, and envying~; for these things arc­among the works of the-flesh g, 

a Q, Tim. iii . 1.. 4. h Rom. :r.ii. 2. 1 John ii. 15, 16. c 1 John v. 19. d Gal. v. 19, 20, 2 1. c E ph. v. 8, 4, 5. Col. iii. 5. Gal. v. 19. f. Gal, v, 21t g I Cor. iii. 3, James iii, B, 15. Gal. v. ~o. 



SECT, v .. 
Q. \\"hat was the second thing, which your Godfathers 

and Gochnothers promi sed for you ? 

A. " That I should believe all the articles of the Chris. 

tian Faith." 
Q. vVhere are they to be found? 

A. In the Bible. But the chief of t'.1em are .hort1y 

summed up. in what is called the Belief, or the 1\posdes' 

Creed. -
Q. \;vhat do you mean by the word Creed ? 

A. The wor<l Creed means belief. 

Q. '\iVhy do you call it the Apostles' Creed ? 

A. Because it is a short c:ccount of those-things, vhi h 

were preached by the Apostles, as things, which all Chr:s. 

tians ought to•believe. 
Q. Whu were th'e Apostles ·? 
//. The Apostles were men chosen by our Saviour, as fit 

persons to witness his life, doctrines, and resurrection; and 1 

to preach his relig_ion to the world h, 

Q. Where is what they preached to he found r: 
A. In the books of the New Testament. 

SE CT. VI. . 

Q. What -else.was ·promised in your n·am·e at your bap- -

tism-? 
A. " Th'at I should keep God's holy will and com­

mandments, and wal-k in the same all the Jays of my 

life." 
Q. Where can you ·learn w bat God's will- and comma nd­

ments are? 
A . . They are contained in the Old and New Testa. 

men ts; 
Q. Can you tell me any particular parts, where they are 

to be found? 
A.' They are chiefly to be found i"n the Ten Command­

ments given by God to Moses; in the history of our Sa-,iour 

contained in the four Gospels, especially in his parables and 

the sermon on the mount i; and in some of the epistks of 

the Apostles. 

h Mark iii. 14. xvi. 15. Acts i. 2P. x. 38 . 42. 

i See the 5th, 6th, and 7th chapters of St. Matthew. · 

B4 
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Q. Dots the Catechism take notice of any 0-f these in, particular ? 
A. Yes: It contains the Te~ Commandr.r1ent-s, because in cbem my duty is shonly summed up, as the Az.;ricles of my faith. are io tbe Apostles' CreeJ. 

SECT. VII. 

Q. Yon have now explained to me ail the th ings, which your Godfathers and Godmothers p.romised that you should perfoi:m ? 
A. Yes; there are three things, and l ha vc explained them all. 
0, " Dost thou not think that thou art bound to be­" lieve, and to do as they have promised for thee? ' ' A. " Yes ; verily and by God's help so I will," &c. Q. You are resolved, then, both to believe and to live, as a Christian ought? 
A.. Yes, by the help of God. Q. Why do you say by the help of God ? A. Because I can do nothing wit-hout his help k, Of myself I am not able to do any good thing. _Q. Has God given you any reason to hope that he will help you ? 
A. He has promised that he will : he has also given me a pledge that he will perform his promise, by calli1 ,g me to this state of salvation. 
Q. What do you mean by a state of salvation? A. A state, in which, if 1 strive to do my duty, I ~hall be saved from sin, and from the wages of sin, everlasting misery. 
Q. How were you placed in this state? A. Through Jesus Christ our Saviour, who purchased it for me by his death 1• 
Q. Are all persons in this state? 
//. No : no persons are born in it : all Christians are-pnt into it at bapti£m. 
Q. How came you in it? 
LI. I was called to it ay our heavenly Father. Q. How did he call yon ? 

J 

k John xv. 5. 2 Cor. iii. 5. 1 Col. i. 12, 1:3, 14 ... 

# 
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A·. By fetting me be born in a Christian country, a, l or 
Christian parents ; and by putting it into tlieir- heans t > 

ha,·e me baotind. 
Q. Wh;i~ ret urn do you make to God for this bkssing t 
A. I hea rtily thank-h im. 
Q. Do you wi sh to l'Ontinue in this state? 
A. Yes; unto my life's end. 
Q. Can you do sp of yot:r own will? 
A. No ; I must have rhe grace of God, that is , his fav o,rr 

and help to enable m€, 

Q. How are you to obtain God's grace? 
A. By praying for it. 
Q. How do you know that yon shall gain wha.t you pra1 

for? 
A. Be.cause -he ha::; promised; that" }le will give all goo~{ 

d1ing~ to them who ask him m." 
Q. In whose Harne arc you to pray to God ? 
.I/. In Christ's name. lf,we pray in Christ's name; Go 1 

wilLhear us"· · 

nnwrsrm·, 

PART IL-THE CREED. 

CHAP. I~-GOD THE FATHETI •. 

SECT, I. 

(J2 •. You ha-v@ explained ·, to me rhe things which" you r 

Godfathers and Godmothers promised you should renounce. 

You have also toM me, that there are some thino-s which 
they promised you should believe.-, 

0 

A. Yes -; they promised I shou-ld beleive all the articks. 
of the Christian faith. 

Q. " Rehearse the articles of your beli.ef. ~, 
A. " I believe il'l God;" &t. 
Q.- . In whom do you first say that ·you !relieve ?. 
A. '' ln God,, tl1e F~ther Almighry.n · 
@'. Of what is God the Rather,? 

rn,.l\Iatt, Yii, 11. I.uk.e xi . 9. James i. 5.1. 
n,John· xii'. 13, ni. 23. 
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A. He is the Father of Jesus Christ from all eternity 0

o He is also the Father of all mankind. 
Q. Is he the Father of mankind in more than one sense ? 
A. Yes ; he is our Father hecaus& he made us ; he is also the Father of us Christians, who became his children at our baptism,P. 

· Q. What do you mean by saying, that God i~ Al­mighty ? 
A. I mean, that he is able to do whatsoevet he pleases CJ, 

Q. Has any other being such power ? · 
A. Certainly not; all things whatever are under the power of God r, 

0. Of what is God the Maker?· .._, 
A. Of Hea ,·en and Earth. 
Q. vVhat do rou mean by that? · 
A. The whole world, and alL thing.$ tha t are thcreQ ins . 
Q. How did God make the world? 
A. By his word. "He 1ipake the worn, and they were madet.'' 

r Q. When he had made the world, _did he withdraw his care from it ? 
A. No; he continued, and he still continues, to preserve and govern it u. 

Q. What does this prove to you ? · -
A. ·That God is as good as he is powerfu.1. 
0. Should not this belief in God have a certain effect up~ your heart and life? 
A. By aU means ; when I thiAk of his po-wer, I ougl1t t o fear him w; when I think of his good,ness, l ought to love him x. 

Q. How will this act upon your life ? 
A. If I fear, 1 shall take care not to displease him; if I love, J shall do all I can to please him. 

0 1 J ohn ,·. ~O. 
'l Erh. ii. 11. Job xlii •. 2. 
s Psal. cxlvi. 6 . 
u Psal. xxXYi. G. Job vii. 20. 
'II Josh, iv. ~4. 

P Rom. ,iii. 1 5, 16. 
r Is:t. xi. 17. Dan, iv, 3t>. 
t Psal. cxlviii. 5, 

Psal. xx ii. 28. 
x 1 John iv. 19, 

9 
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Q. For these purposes, how must you try to live ? 
A. I must try to keep hi·s commandments Y, 

CH.tfP. IL-GOD THE SON. 

SECT, I. 

Q. In whom do you profess in the second place to be-
lieve ? 

A. " In Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord." 

Q. \Vhar is the meaning of the word Jesus? 

A. The word Jesus means a Saviour: it was given 

to the Son of God, because " he sa veth his p~ople from 

their sins 7,." 
Q. "What is meaut by the word Christ? 

A. Tlie word Christ means Anointed. 
Q. For what reason is that name given to our Sav iou~? 

A. lr was the prnctice of the Jews to anoint, that l~ .9 

to pour oil upon the heads of prophets a, prie;;ts b, allcl 

kings a. And our Saviour, being anointed to each of these 

offices, is for that reason called Christ c, 

Q. Is he called by any other name:, which means the 

same thing? -
A. Yes ; Mes~iah means the same. thing as Christ O 

; 

only they ,ire in different languages. Messiah is a H~­

brew word : Chris t is a Greek word: Anointed, as 1 said 

Lefore, is an Engl ish wor<l having just the same meaning. 

Q. Whose Son is J esus Christ? 
A. The on! y Son of God, the F-ather Almighty e. · 

Q. Are not all mankind the sons of God? 

A. Yes; as I have already said. 
Q. Why then do you say, th2r Jesus Christ -is his only · 

Son? 
A. Because he is the Son of God in a quite different sense 

from that in which we are his sons. 
Q. Explain to-me what you mean. 

Y I John,v. 3, . 
b Ew<l . xxriii. 41,· 
: Ads , iii. :37, 

:z Matt. i. 2 t. 
~ ,acts x. 38. . 

ll 6 ' 

a 1 Rings xix. 15, 16, 
d John i. 41, 
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A. J mean, tl1at our natu.re is earthly ar:d weak; but he­

is of the ~ame perfect and divine nature as his Father r;. 
we are born but a short rime before we die;. but Chris-t is. 
rhe Son of God from all eternity g_ 

Q. Is there authority in the holy Scriptures for this dis­
tinction? 

A. Yes; he is there severa-1 rimes called the only. begot-
ten Son of God i;_ 

Q. vVbaJ i1. Jesus Christ to us.? 
/ l. He 1s our Lordh. 
Q. How is that?· 
A. " By him all things were made i," and· we among 

the rest. He is accordingly Lord and Governor of all 
things, and bas a just right to their obedience. 

Q. Ila-she not another claim t-e the ob~dience of Chris­
tians? 

A. Yes; all Christians are put in an especial manne? 
under him at b;)ptism, and· bec0mt· his sel'vants, and take 
him for their Lord. 

Q. How should this belief act upon you ?-
A. It should make me "'· honour the Son, even as I ho. 

nour the Fa-rher k." 
SECT. II. 

Q. You say that Jesus Cnrist is the Son of God. Is lie 
not sometimes called by a very different name? 

A. Yf!s; he is called the Son of man 1• 

Q. \Vhy is he so called?" 
A~ Because he took the human nature upon him, and 

became man m, 

Q. Did lk rhen cease to partake of the divine nature? 
A. No; the two natures, the divine and · the human, 

were j"oine<l in him. 
Q~ How was this wonderful effect produced'? 
A. By the immecliate power of God. 
Q. What is the expression that the Creed uses on t!-iis 

subj~ct? 
A. It says, in the words of Scripture, "that he was crcn-

ceived by the Holy Ghost n-," 

f 1 John v. 20. John i. I. x. 30. g John i. 14. iii. 16. 1 J ohn iv. 9 
h Acts x. 36. i J ohn i. 3. k John v .• 3. 
1 J ohn iii. 3. xiii . 31. Acts vii. 5G. Mark viii. 88. 
m Ph il, ii. 7, 8, John i. 14, Rom .. i, S. ll i11alt, i. 20~ 
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Q. From whom had l:e his human nature? 

A. From 1-iis mother. He was cc born of the Virgin 

Mary O 
; " a!'ld thereby hecame perfect man, a<; be was be. 

fore perfe<::t God. 
Q. Why did Christ take upon him the human nature? 

A. That he might suffer therein for manhnJ ; and so 

recover for them the f::vour of God the Father; and mak e 

atonement and satisfaction for the sins, committed by men 

in the same nature P'. 

Q. \Vhat do you- mean by making atonement and satis­

faction for sins? 
./1. I mean making amends for sin, by suffering the 

punishment due to it. 
4 

Q. What is that punishment ?· 
A. " The wages of sin i-s death <J," 

SECT. HI. 
Q. DiJ Christ actu a'.ly suffer? 
A. Yes? "he suffered under Pontius Pilate.''. 

Q. Who was Pc1ntius Pilate? 
.A . A Roman Governo1: of Judea, the country of the 

Jews, who were at that ti.me mbject to the Romans. 

Q. How far were Christ 7s sufferings carried ? 

A. To his death. He was crucifi ed, or nii iled to a 

cross; in that state he remained, until he was dead. 

Q. What proof was given, that he was dead? 

A. The stronge5t proof is noticed in the Creed. He was 

taken down from the cross, bound in grave clothes, and 

l)llrted " as the manner of the Jews was tQ bury" dead 

persons r._ 

Q. What is said of him after his burial? 

.//. That he descended, or went-down, into hell 3 • • 

Q. What do yotJ understand by that ? 
A. That while hi~ body remained in the grave, his soul 

went to that place, to which the souls of. men g?, when they 

leave their bod'ies at death. 
Q. Is that the commog meantng· of the word hell ? 

A. No;. the word hell commonly means the. place, 

where the wicked are punished ; but here it appears to 

mean the place of departed souls r. 

o l\Iatt. i. 23. 25. Gal. iv. 4. P Rom. iii. 23. 1 John ii. 'l . 

q Rom. ri. 2'.t r John x.ix, 40, s Acts-ii. 3.l, t l Pet. ii'i. 19~ 



SECT. IV'. 
Q. Did the body of Jerns remain long in the gra'\'e ? A. No ; it was soo n joined again to his i;oul; for on " the third day he rose ,,gain from the dead 0," Q. On what day was he buried?' 
A. On a Friday. It is in memory of his death, tha t we every year keep the rl-ay which is called Good Friday. Q. On what day did he rise again ? 
A. On a Sunday. Easter day is kept every year rn memory of his resurrection, or rising again. 
Q. Is not Sunday called by some particula-r n.i me rn memory of the same event ? • 
A. Yes; it is called the Lord's Day, because the Lord on that day rose from the dead. 
Q. Did our Saviour continue upon earth long after he rose front, the dead ? . 
A. He continued for the space of forty days x. Q. Was he seen by many persons ? 
A. By a great many. Somet imes by one or tw-o persons only at a time: sometimes by his eleven Apos-rJes alrogc- · ther; and once he W"11S seen by above five hundred wit nesses at the same time Y. 
Q. Had they the power of judging that it was Christ himself? 
A. Yes; they were persons, many of whom had known him very well before his death. 
Q. But how did they know, tha t what they saw was bis rea l living body,?_ 
A. They not only talked wi th him, but they "ate and drank with him," and even "handled his hands and his feet z." ' 
Q. They were con vinced then, that he, whom they had seen dead, was ali ve again ? 
A. Most certainly. Some of them at first doubted; but -after a foll enquiry they were conv inced a. Q; Did they gi ve any proof that they were conv inced ? A. They gave all the proof, which men could give 1 th::it they believed it. They suffered, of their own accord, the 

u Act-s ii, 31. Matt. xxviii . Mark xvi. Luke :xxiY. Jobn xx. x Acts i. 3: Y 1 Cor. x,·. 6. :z. Luke xxiv. :39. 1 John i, !q -
ii 1'latt, xxviii, 17, Mark, .x1·L 14, Lu.lie li.xiy, S~! 
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greatest trouble and misery ; and many of them laid dmvn 
their lives iH supp,ort .of it b, 

SECT. V. 

Q: What followed, when Christ had remained upon earth 
forty days after .his resurrection? 

A. " He ascended," that is, he went up, " into hea. 
ven." 

Q •. Did .any one see him ascend ? 
A. Yes ; his eleven Apostles, among whom he had gone 

in and out, since he rose from the dead c. 

Q. To what place in heaven did he go ? 
A. He now " · sitteth at the right hand of God 8," 
Q. What do you mean by that? 
A. I mean, that he is raised to the place of highest 

honour and worship in heaven. 
Q. You do not- mean then- to say, that God has hands 

like a man ? 
A. Far from , it. "God is a spirit e,'' and has neither 

hands, nor-feet, nor any other partsf, 
Q. Why then do you say the right hand of God ?i 
A. As the right hand is the place of honour amongst 

men; G0d's right hand is the plainest language we can use 

for that place of ho:iour, to which Jesus Christ is raised. 
Q. Has Chr,ist any particular. office in heaven ? 
A. Yes; he intercedes with his father, -God Almighty, 

for us, for whom he suffered upon earth g_ . 

Q. \Vhat do you mean by interceding ? 
A; He pleacls with his Fathe!'in our behalf. 
Q. Is he called by any particular name, which describes 

this office ? · 
A. Yes ; he is calleJ our Intercessor : he is alfo called . 

our Mediatorh, and Advocate i, -

SE CT. VI. 

Q. How long will he remain at Go.d's right hand ? · 
A. Until the· end of the world. ' 
Q. What will he then <lo ? 

h Acts iv. 8. 20. 
c Luke xxiv. 51. 
f Luke xxiv. 39, 
h ·1 Tim. ii. S, 

v. Z9. 33. vii. 59. • xii. 2, 3. 
d Mark xvi. 19. e John iv, Mij . 
g IIeb . vii. 25. Rom. v:ii, 34, 

i 1 Jvlm i i, l, 
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A. " He will come from thence cu jt1dg€· the quick anl 
the dead.'' 

Q. \i'hom c1o you mean by the quick and' the dead It? 
A. All men ; the quick are they, who s'1all ue found­

aEve at the day'of judgment; the dead are they who shall 
have died before that Lime, a11d· shall then rise from therr · 
graves to" gi·ve account of thcmsel.ves- to God 1.'• 

Q. How will Christ judge them? 
A. According to their works. Those that have done, 

good shall go into life everlastillg,. and. these chat have­
do ne evil into everlasting fire m .. 

Q .. You nave rnentionerl. some very surprizi·ng particL1lars 
about our Saviour; I would ask you, whether any of thee 
were foretold before his birth ? 

A .. Yes; most, if not all of them; especially his birth 
of a v irgi.n n, h i.s dca th upon the. cross 0 , his bu rial P, his 
re.~urrection CJ, and' his ascension.r. 

Q. Does this afford any ground for. your belief in the 
Christian relig_ion? 

A. Yes ; it is a proof,. that the Christian religion came 
from God; for no being,, but he, knows things to come 5 • . 

Q. You have spoken of Jesus Chr.ist as of a divine person: 
did he while on earth,. shew a divir.e power ? 

A. Yes ;. ne did many wonderful acts: espcc-ially he 
cured all. kinds of sit:kness and disease 1, and raised some 
dead person3 to life u. Also he arose from t he dead himself. 

Q. Does this afford any further ground for your belief in 
the Chri~tian religion ?' 

A. Certainly; it is another proof, that the religion 
came from God, for. no 0th.er being_ can do such wonderfo.l 
war.ks x •. 

k 2 Tim. iv. 1. l!Rom. xiv. 1'2: 
rn Matt. xvi . 27. Rev. xx. 12, 13. Matt. xxv. 16: 
n Isa. vii. 14. Matt. i. 22. 
o Psal. xxii . Hi. 18. J olin xix. 1.8 . 23, 24 . . 
P I~a. !i ii . 9. Matt. xxv-ii. 38 . .57. 
q P sal. xvi. 10. Acts ii. 25. 32. r P . al. ex. 1. Acts ii. $3. 36. 
s Isa. xlvi. 9. 10: t Matt. iv. '23, 24. 
\I Matt. ix . 13. '25 . Luke vii1 11, J5. John xi •. 1. 45, 
:,,;. John v. 36. ix. 3'\ .53, 
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SECT. VIII. 

Q. How should a belief in these things dispase your 

mind towards Jesus Chri~t? 
A. ft should fill me wiLh love and th~nkfulness tow ards 

him r. 
Q. How should a belief in his st~te of lowliness and 

suffering make you feel as to your~elf? 
A. It should make me sincerely sorry for my sins, for 

which he was graciously pleased to suffer; anJ it ~houhi 

make me htire them, and forsake them z. 

Q. To 'vVhat should a belief in this state of glory dispose 

you ? 
A. It should dispose me to "1,eek those things which 

are above, where Christ sittcth at the right hanJ of God a." 

Q. How should you feel under the belief, that he will 

come again to judge the quick and the dead? 
A. 1 ought to feel the most earnest desire ro Ii vein such 

a manner, that I may be prepared for his coming b. 

CI-L\P. IlI.-GOD THE HOLY GHOST, &c. 

SECT. I. 
Q. Is there not a th:rd divine Person, in whom yon 

prufess to believe? 
A. Yes; "I believe in the Holy Ghost." 
Q. What is the meaning of the word Ghost.•• 
A. The word Ghost means a Spirit. And the Holy 

Ghost is often called the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit of 

God. 
Q. \Vhy is he called the Spirit of God? 
A. Because he proceedeth from God c. 

Q. Is he not God himself? 
iL Yes ; he is called in Scripture God d ::inci the Lord c ; 

an<l is spoken of as posses~ing the di vine attributes, and 

having a claim to di vine wor~hip. 
Q. What do you mean by the divine attributes ? 

Y Malt. x. 37. Luke ii. !:8, z 1 Pet. iv. 1, 2. a Col. iii. 1. 

h Luke xii. 37. 47. c John xv. 21>. 

d J oh n iii. 6. and I J ohn v. 4. Acts v. 3 , 4. 1 Cor, iii. 1G. vi . 19. 

e Acts ix n iii . Z.5. Luke i. 68 . 70, 

• 
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A. I mean those things, which belong to God aione-r 
Q. Can you give me any instance ? 
A. Power, wisdom, and eternity, are .i.ttributes of God,., 

and are aid to belong to the Holy Ghost f. 
Q. ·what other proof did you mention of his being 

God? 
A. He has a claim to di vine worship. 
Q. What do you rr.ean by thJt ? 
A. He has a c laim to the being worshipped as God g_ 

Q. Vi1hat particular daim has he w your· ser vice ? 
A, I was dedica ted to him at my. baptism, when ! was 

baptised in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of­
the Holy Ghost. 

Q. \Vby is this divine Person called holy? · 
A. Not only because he is perfectly ho-ly in: himself, but 

because he is the a1:1thor of hol.iness in, believers h, 

Q. \\'hat .effec.t should your belief o-n· him produce? 
A. It should make me labour in earnest after that holi­

ness, of which he is the author, and " without which no 
man sh.all s.ee -th_e Lord 1 ~:' 

SECT. II: . 

Q. Js not the body of believers in Christ called by some 
particular name io tbe Creed ? · 

A. Yes; they are called " the Holy Catholic.: Church.'' 
Q. \Vhy is the Church called HoJy ? 
A. Because all the members of it bind therr.~elves to he 

holy; and, through the help of the Holy Ghost, have the. 
means of being_so k • . 

Q. Why is the Church called Catholic? 
A. The word Catholic mecins tmi.versal. The Church 

of Christ is .called so, because. it reaches over all the vorld~ 
and takes in persons of every nation 1• 

Q. What are these perso:1s called in the Creed? 
A. They are called" Saints.'' 
Q. Whac is meant ·by the word Saints ? -

f Rom. xv. 19. 1 Cor. ii; 1(), 11. . Heb ix. 14,, 
g Matt. xxviii. l 9~ h Ilom . xv. 16. 
i JI Pb. xii. 14-. k Eph. x1.1, 2.6, 27. ~ 
l Col. i, l 8. Rom. xii. 5, Epb, i. 221 ~3. ii. 19, 20, 2.1'. 



A. The word Saints means holy persons : and it is u~cf 
for the members of the Church of Christ, because all of 
them (as I said before) bind themsel ~es to be holy. 

Q. What docs the Creed. affirm concerning these per. 
sons? 

A. There is. commonion or fellowship.among them. " I 
belie,·e in the Communion of Saints." 

Q. What may. we und~rstand by this ? 
A. That all the faithful members of. Christ<s Church 

have a share of the same spiritual blessingsru ;. ar.d that they 
ought therefore, as far as may be, to take part in the same 
re1ig;ous offices n; and to be kind, and to. do good, one to 

another 0 • 

Q. Tell me now in few wards what you me;in \v.hen you 
say, "1 belie\'~ in the Holy Catholic Church,. the Com. 
munion of Saines?" 

J\. I mean to profess my belief, t-hat Christ hath formed 
the whole number of his followers into one holy body, or 
society; the unity of which should be kept by his followers 

being in communion, or. fellowship, with each other. 

SEcT. nr. 
Q. What do you mean by " the Forgiveness of sins ?'' 
A. l mean, that by reason of the death of Christ, God 

will be pleased to forgive sins., on certain conditions P, 

Q. \Vhat is s.in ? 
A. Sin is a transgression, or breaking_ of th~ law of.. 

God 4. 

Q. What is the consequence of s.in ? 
.. A. The anger of God, shewn by his punishing the sin. 

ner. 
Q. What is rnr.aAt by God forgiving sin? 
A. That he will withhold his anger, .anJ release the sin°, 

ner from puni1.hment. 
Q. You say that be w.iH ,d0 this. on cer-tain cor.idi. 

tions ?· 
A. Yes;. upon condition that the &inner do heartily 

m 1 John i. 3. 
o Rom . xii. 10. 13. 16. 
11, 1 John iii. 4. · 

n Acts ii. ·42. Heb. x. 25. 
P,Rom,. v. lo. Col. i. ~0,,2.1. Eph. i. 7-o-. \ 
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repent of, and forsake, hi:; sin r,. throagh faith ir.t 
Christ . 

Q. Do you mean, that the future amendm e-At of the sin. 
ner can atone for, or make satisfaction for, his fo rmer 
misdeeds ? 

A. By no means. The death of Chri st alone can make 
atonemen t or satisfaction ro God for sin 8

._ F uture amend ... 
ment of life is only the condition, on which th.e sinner may 
ha,·e the benefit of Christ's death. 

SECT. IV .. 

Q, What do you mean by " t:he Resurrection of the 
body ?'' 

A . I mean, that the bodies of the dead will he rai sed at 
the great day of judgment. 

Q. For what will they be raised?' 
A, Those of the good, which will rise again i.n a glori­

fied state, will go inro life everlasting t., 

Q. What do yon mean by t hat~ 
A. That they will enjoy heavenly happiness, which 

shall neve r end. 
Q. And what will become of the wicked? 
A. They will also rise : hut it will be to a state of ever­

lasting misery. 
Q. Should you r belief in these last article:i of the Creed 

have any effec t on- your behaviour? 
A. Yes, certainly. The whole of a (;hristian 's fai th is 

intended to show itself by his works u, 

Q. vVhat practice should you learn from your belief in 
"the Holy Catholic Church, the Commu nion of Saints?" 

A. I should learn to look upon all Christ ians wiih a 
brotherly eye, and t0 behave to them with brotherl y 
love x, 

Q. What shoulJ you learn from your: belief in " the 
Forgiveness of sins?" 

/)., l should repent of and forsake them , in the hope of 
God's pardon through Jesus Christ, 

Q. Wha t effec t on your life ~hou ld be produce<l by your. 
belief in " the Resurrection of rhe body?" 

r F..z£:1':. xviii. 30. 
\ 1_ Cor. xv. 4::J. Phil. i'ii. 2L 

s Rom. iii. 23, 24-, 25: 
u Jame i~. 18, x .. .Roro. xii ,_10.., 
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A. I should keep my body as free as possible from the 

defi lement of sin: that it may be the more like that 
hea~enly and glorified body, with which I hope ro ri se 
agam. 

Q. And ho1v sho• ld yoti be affected by your belief in 
the life everlasting? 

A. I should be filled with a very earnest desire, ancl 
longing, to enter into that happy state; and should foTiow 
after those Christian virtues, which, through Christ's me­
rits, will leld me to it. 

CHAP. IV.-ABSTRACT OF THE CREED. 

SECT. I. 
Q. " \.Vhat dost thou chiefly learn in thede articles of 

thy belief?" 
A. " First, [ learn to believe in God the Father, who 

hath made m<:', and a'll the world; 
'' Secondly, In God the Son, who hath redeemed me, 

and all mankind ; 
"'Thirdly, In God the Holy Ghost-, who sanctifietl1 me, 

and all the elect .people of God.)' 
Q. You 5ay that yoo ·believe in God the Father, God 

t~e Son, and God the Holy Gho~t: are these three 
G0ds? 

A. No. The Bible every where says, that there is only 
one Goo Y. 

Q. What are they then? 
A. They are thr;e Persons in one Godhead z, 
'(~. ¼That did God the Father do for you? 
A. He m<1de me. 
Q. Did he m;i ke any more than you? 
A. Yes ; all the world. 
Q. Is the creation of the world given 111 Scripture to 

God the Father alone? 
A. No. All things are said to have been made by the 

Son 3
, 

$/ Dcut. -vi. 4. !lfa~·k xii, 29. z 1 John,,. 7. a John i. 3. 
1 
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·Q. Is tbe Holy Ghost also described as eng.aged in the 

work of Creation ? 
A. Yes. In rhe Old Testamen't it is said, " The 

Spirit of God made me b.,., And in the New, he is called, 

•H The Lord God which made heaven, and earth, and the 

-sea, and -all that therein is c." 

'S'E C :r. II • 

Q. What cl.id G0d t'he Son 00 for you ? 

A. He redeemed me. 
Q. What do you mean by fhat ? 

A. He died, that I might be saved from the punishment 

due to my sins.. 
Q. Did he redeem any besides you ~ 

A. Yes; all mankind. 
Q. Do you mean any persons besides Christians ? 

, A. We trust, that, lhrough the mercy of God, and the 

all-sufficiency of our blessed Redeemer's merits, many per. 

sons, who have never heard of the name of Christ, may re­

ceive benefit from his deathd, 

Q. But how can they believe in Christ, and Ii ve accord. 

ing to his laws ? 
A. They ean do neither. But they will be expected to 

make the best use of the advantages, which God has been 

pleased to give them~. 
Q. Do you mean that any persons, to whom Je-sus 

Christ is preached, may expect any benefit from hii; 

death, unless they believe in him, and live a Christian 

l ife ? 
A. I mean that faith in Christ, and obedience to his 

commandments, are generally necessary to the salvation 0f 

a ll those, to whom Christ is preached f. 

S'ECT. III. 

Q. What does God the Holy Ghost do for you P 

b Job nxiii. 4. c Acts ~v. 24, 25. compared with Acts i, 16, 

d See 1 John ii. 2, 1 Cor. x.v. 21, 2~. Rom. v. 181 19, 

; Rom. ii. 14, 15. 
·~ Thesl! , ii. 12-, Mark xvi. 16. John iii. 3C, 



A. He sanctifieth me. 
Q. ,vhat do you mean by sanctifying ? 
A. To sanctify is to make holy. 
,Q. Does he sanctify any more than you ? 
A. Yes; all the elect people of God. 
Q. What is the meaning of elect ? 
A. The word elect means chosen. 
Q. Who are the elect people -of God? 
.J\. They are those whom God harh chosen out of the 

world g' aP.d made his own ,people, by admitting- chem into 
11is church at baptism. 

Q. Does the Hely Ghost sanctify a1I such persons ? 
A. The Holy ··Ghost sanctifies those, who are really 

holy ; and he _gives .to all of them the power of becoming 
holy. 

,PART III.-THE TEN COMMAND1\1ENTS. 

CHAP. I.-DUTY TOWARDS GOD. 

SECT. I. 

0. " You said that your Godfathers and Godmothen 
pro~ised for you that you should keep God's command. 
men ts;" and you also said, that your duty i:1 this respect 
is shortly summed tap in certain commandments given by 
God to Mo,es. " 'fell me how many there be ? " 

A. " Ten. 
Q. '' ·which are they ·? 
A. '' The same which God spake in the twentieth 

chapter of Exodus, saying, I am the Lord thy God, who 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt-, out of the house 
of bondage/' 

Q. To whom were these commandments first gi-ven ? 
A. To the people of Israel, or the Jews. 
Q. On what authority were they given? 
A. They were given by ihe Lord their God. 
Q. Does God lay claim to their obedience, as haring 

.done them any kindness ? 

.8 1 Pet. i. 1, !1. h Eph. v. ~6 . 
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A. Yes; as having brought them out of a state of slavery 

in the land of Egypt, 
Q. Has he any claim, like this, upon our obedience? 

A. Yes; as having saved ns from _a worse slavery ; a 

state of bondage to sin a~d the Devil 1
• 

Q. By what authority are these Ten Commandments 

binding on us ? 
A. By the authority of our Saviour: who saicl parti• 

cularly of these commandments, that he was " come not to 

de5tror the law, but to fulfil it R." 

SECT. 11. 

Q. '' What is the first commandment ~ 

A. " Thou ~halt have none ocher Gods but me." 

Q. V/ha t doe:s this commandment forbid, or tell you not 

to do? 
A. It tells me to have no other, than the one true God. 

Q. Do you understand it, as telling you any thing which 

you should do ? 
A. Yes; I understand, that I am commanded by it, to 

do my duty to the true Goel. 

Q. \\ hat is your duty cowards God ? 

A. " My duty towards God" in the first place " 1s 

to believe in him." 
Q. What do you mean by that ? 
A. To " believe that he is, an<l that he is a rewarder 

of them that diligently seek him 1." 

(J. Are you to believe any thing more of him ? 

A. I am to believe, ,whatever he has been pleased to tell 

me of himself in the holy Scriptures. 

Q .. '.Vhat else is your duty to God ? 
A. 'c To fear him," for his Almighty power; " and 

to love him," for his great goodness and mercy. 

(,2. How are you to believe in, ro fear, anu c_o love,_ God ? 

A. cc With all my heart, with all my mindJ w1th all 

my soul, anci with all my strength.'' 

· Q. How is that ? 
A, )/lost earnestly, and constantly, and by all the wciys 

in my power. 

i John viii. 34. Heb. ii. 14, 15. 
1 Hab. xi. 

k Matt. v. 17, 
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Q. If you believe in God, should you not trust in him ? 
A. Yes; I ought " to put my whole trust in him.'' 
Q. In what particulars should you trust in him ? 
A. I should trust to his power and g0odness, to supply 

me with every thing necessary, and to support me in trou. 
ble and distress m. 

Q. In what particular way ought you to honour God ? 
A. By " worshipping him." The Bible says, " Thou 

shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve n." 

Q. What do you mean by worshipping? 
A. Praying to him ; " calling upon him" for what I 

want, and " giving him thanks" for the blessings I re. 
ceive 0 • 

Q. Is there any other way, in which you should worship 
him? 

A. Yes ; by praising him for all his mercies P. 

Q. Is there not any other? 
A. I ought to " confess my sins unto the Lord ; and so 

he will forgive the wickedness of my sins q_,, 

e,. Should you pray for any persons besides yourself r 
A. Yes; we ought to pray for one another r. 

Q. For any persons besides your friends ? 
A. Y e.s; for kings, and all that are in authority ' ; for 

Christians, and Christian ministers t ; for my enemies a ; 

and for mankind at large 3 • 

SECT. III. 
Q. ls there any particular commandment which speaks 

of the worship of God ? 
A. Yes ; the second. 
Q. Rehearse the second commandment. 
A. " Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven 

image, &c." 
Q. What does this commandment forbid? 
A • . It forbids the worship of any thing, in the likeness 

of any part of the Creation. 
Q. May the true God be worshipped under such a 

torm? 

a 1 Tim. l'i. 17. iv. 10. n Matt. iv. 10. 
P Ps. cxlvii. 12, 13, cl. 6. 4 Ps. xxxii. 6. 
• l Tim. ii. 1, 2. t Eph. vi. 18, 19. 

C 

o Phil. iv. 6. 
r Jam. v. 16. 

"Matt. v, 44. 
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A. ·No; such worship is also forbidden by it .. 
rQ. \i\ hat is thi8 sin called ? 
A. It is called idolatry .• 
Q. What is the meaning of the word idolatry? 
A. It means the worship of an ·image or an idol. Q. Are not some ocher sins called idolatry, besjdes the worship of images ? 
A. Yes; covetousness is so called-x, because the covetous 

man is so much -given to the !eve of riches, that he, as 1.t were, worships them, and makes them his God. Q. Are there any other ? 
A. Gluttony and drunkenness are a sort of idolatry; 

for with the glutton and the drunkard, "their god i~ their belly Y," 

Q. J\.1ay ,you consider this commandment as directed 
ag:iinst any other si11 ? 

A. Generally speaking, any per6on, \\ho is too much 
given up to any pursuit, is, in some sort, offending against the second commandment. 

Q. What does God call himself, to prev.ent men from 
being .gu:ilty of this sin? 

A. He calls himseif ,,, a jealous God:'' ·by which we are 
to understand) that he is displeased at sel!ing hi~ honour given to another. · 

Q. How will he ~hew his disple-asure? 
A. By puni~l:iing both the guilly person, and also h1.s children. 
Q. What may those expect who honour God aright? 
A. That he ·\-vill ~hew mercy unto chem. 

:SzcT. IV ... 
·Q. \'.\-hat is there ·bel.onzing to God., that _vou are pani. 

cularly bound to '·' honour?" 
A.'" His holy name and .his word.'' 
Q. What do you mean by tr.e wo.rd of God ? 
A. The word .of GoJ 5:, what i-s wncaincd in the Holy 

Scriptures. . 
Q. Wi1en do you honour the word of God r 
A. I honour it, when I read or hear it with revci:er.ce, nd act in suc j1 a manner, as it commands. 

~ Col, 1ii . 5. Eph . r , 5, 1 Phil. iii. 19. 



·Q. \\nat do you mean by 'honouring ihe holy name of 
<God 1 

A. I honour God's holy name, when I take care not to 
·use it lighrly, er without that reverence, which is due 
to ir. 

(2, Does not bne of the commandments speak of the 
reverence due to God's name ? 

A. Yes; the third commandment ... 
Q. What is the thi-nl commandment ? 
A. "' Thou shalt not take the name,'' &c. 
Q. 'What is meanf by taking God's na-ne in vain ? 

· l\. The v,orst sort is swearing falsely by it ; swearing 
t-o the trnrh of that, which we do not know to be true ? 

_ •or swear.ing to do a thing, which we do not do. 
Q. What other improper practice of taking God's name 

in vain can you mention? 
A. Swear.ing by it in comm1n discourse, or where I am 

oot lawfully cai.led upon ; however true what I swear to, 
1n•ay be. 

Q. Can yon mention any other ins·rance, in which this 
c;:ommandment is ofren 'broken ? 

A. Yfs; it is broken by per~ons, who "id.ly call upon the 
name of God, or m~ntion it at all unnecessarily. 

Q. \Vhat are you parriculady ~peaking of? 
A. 1 spe;ik of the practice of tho~e persons, who cry au~ 

Good God! or Good Lord! 0 God ! or O Lord! and of 
those, who upon e-✓ ery trifling occasion s:iy, God knows, 
the Lord know., and the like. 

Q. Is there not even a worse way of breaking rhi~ com­
mandm~nt, which is very comi;non ? 

A. There are few things more wicked and shocking, 
than when people call upon Gcid t0 damn and corse them­
selves, or others. 

Q .. Can you not be guil-ty of rhe sin, forbidden in this 
tommandrnenr, ~!though you do not take the very name of 
God in vain ?. 

A. Yes, certainly.: for my Saviour c0mm:iml me, as 
•the intention of this commandmenr, to " swear not at 
an 2

." 

Q. May you, wi thout any harm, swear by } SU5 or b,( 
Christ? 

a Matt. v, M. and f,,llowing ie,£es, 
C i 
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A. By no means; for that is to swear by God himself. 
Q. May you swear by heaven, or any other of God's 

creatures ? 
.A. No ; for they are entirely at his disposal. 
Q. May you swear by your life? 
A. No : my life is in God's hands; and to swear by it 

is the same thing, as to swear by him, who gave it and 
preserves it. 

Q. May you swear by your soul or your body? 
A. No : to swear by my soul or body is to swear by 

him, who made them, and " who is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell a." 

Q. You understand then, that all such cemmon oaths are 
wicked? 

A. I understand that, unless where the law calls upon 
me to take an oath for the furtherance of the truth, every 
sort of swearing whatever is forbidden by God, and is sin­
ful b. 

Q. Has God given us any reason to suppose, that vain 
swearing i-s displeasing to him? 

A. Yes ; God has told us·, that he will not hold that 
man guiltless, who taketh his name in vain : and our 
Saviour puts all sorts of vain swearing upon the same 
footing. 

· Q. What is meant by God's not holding a man guilt ­
less ? 

A. That he will look on him as guilty, and will accord­
ingly punish him. 

SECT. V. 

Q. You spoke just now of worshipping God : is there 
not a particular part of your time, a particular day, which 
is to be employed more especially in his service ? 

A. Yes ; it is so required by the fourth command. 
ment. 

Q. Rehearse the fourth commandment. 
A. " Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath 

day, &c." 
Q. What is the day of the week to which this com. 

rnandment relates ? 

a Matt. x. ;28. b James v. ti. 
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A. Sunday. 
Q. By what other name is it called by Christians? 

A. The Lord's day c; because the Lord rose on that 

day from the dead. 
Q. By what name is it called in the commandment? 

A. The sabbath-day ; which means the day of rest. 

Q. Why is it so called ? 
A. Because God, having made the world in six days, 

rested on the seventh ; and because he commands us also to 

rest on that day from our ordinary works. 

Q. Is Sunday the seventh day in the week ? 

A. No. &turday is the seventh day, and that 1::; the 

day kept holy by the Jews. · 

Q. Why then do we keep Sunday ? 
A. Christians keep Sunday, because Christ rose from the 

dead on that day : and the same portion of our time is 

given to God's service, whether we keep Saturday or Sun­

day ; the seventh day in the week, or the first. 

Q. \Vhat authority have we for changing the day ? 

A. The practice of the Apostles and fii;st Christians d. 

Q. You understand then, that you may not follow your 

ordinary work on Sunday ? 
A. Certainly I may not; I am to do all, that I have to 

do, on the six other days of the week. 

Q. May you buy or sell things on Sunday ? 

A. No; that is a business, which ought always to be 

done on other days. 
Q. Can you tell me any other practice, of the same kind, 

as buying and sellbg, which ought not to be allowed on 

t hi~ day? 
A. Yes; paying and receiving money, and making 

bargains, are of the same kind, and are contrary to the 

.commandment. 
Q. Is travelling proper on the Lord's day? 

A. Very far from it; it is highly improper. 

Q. How does ' that appear? 
A. Not .01:1ly because it is not agreeable to the rest, 

~o.which the day ought to be given; but because it is an 

rnJury both to the servants and to the cattle, of those who 

Havel. · 

$; Rev. i, 10. d John. xx, 19, 26. Acts u . '7 . 

C 3 
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Q. How is travelling an injnry to the ½attle? 
A._ Because the merciful . Creator says in the command!.. ment, that they are n.qt to worl( on that diiy, 
Q. May not· masters make their servants_ w_0rk on th~t · 

ay? 
A. It is commanoed, that serva,n~s rest on ·that dc1y., as well as their masters. 
Q. Is nor any son of work allowed 0n .Sunoay ?-
A. Yes; for although the expression in the com. 

rnan_dment is \iery strict, our Sa \' iour c1llows w0rks of ne.­cessay o, 

Q. Are any other wor~s allowed by. him?-
A . Y ~s; such as have for their object the glory of God, 

or the good of our f~ll9w.creatures f ; 
Q. You. ha'le spoken hitherto of Sunday, only as a day of rest. ls it not distinguished .for any thing else?_ 
A. Certainly it is. ft ought to be kept holy, and may 

on that account very properly be called the. Lord's d c1 y. Q. How ought you to k.~ep it holy ?_ 
A. In the fi.rst place by goi ng regularly to church, ,botl;i xpor r ing and evening_, when. I h,ffe opportunity. Q. You db not think then that that is all you have 

to do? 
A. No. l ought t9 spend ·at le a:; t a par t of the time, 

which is not passed at cJrnrch, in reading g_ood books, and . 
in the like employments. 

Q. ,~fill you tell me of any other employ ment, whirh is 
well suited to the Lord's day ? 

A. I am promoting the glory of God, and therefore 
ac~ing suitably to tlie da-y, by instruc ling others in thrir 
<l uty ; teaching them to read, and the like. _ 

Q. Can you tell' me-any oLha ?" 
A. 1 am doing good to my fello w .creatures, . and there­

fore acl ing s.uitabl y to the day, by visiting the sick and the affiicted. 
Q. Is idle visiting and company.keeping a good way of 

spending any p,art 0f the. day ? 
A. There are few worse ways of spending it. Q. ls playing a good way of spendi ng Sunday ? 

e Mark ii. 27. Luk e xiii. 15. 
f Malt, xii. 71 8. 12. L uk<: xiii. 16 .. , 
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;, By no means :- for this is certainly not to keep it 

holy. 
Q. You spoke just now of works of necessity, as 3]Jowe,l 

Ott the Lord's day.. Making pro vision for a family is a 
work of necessi ry ,, is it not ? 

A. Certainly it is. 
Q. But a.re not, perwns-so ,employed, to k eep the Lord 's 

day holy?. 
A. By a11 means they are; 
0. How is this to be contriv-ed ?· 
A. Poor people should take care of themseives ,not to be 

kept from church by any such cause ;- and rich people 
shonld take the same care for their servants, 

Q. By what has just pas~ed, }, understand you to say, 

that you are to g.i ve one day. in e-very week to the ser vice 
of God? 

A_. Yes ?' I am commanded to employ. Sunday in his 
serv1ce. -

Q. Do you mean then1 tha t you are not to serve hi m Oft 

other days ?. 
A. Far from it. It is my duty to " ' serve him truly all 

the days of my li fe/ ' . , . 
Q. \Vbat do you mean hy serving him trnly ?, 
.4. Acting towards him the part of a faithful servant ; ­

in other words, keeping hi s commandments. 
Q: And this you are to do at all times ? 
,A. Cerrainly as· Lsaid ~before-: all . the d,i ys of.my: life. 

CHAP; IL-DUTY TOWARDS OUR 
N EIGHBOUR. 

SECT. I. 

Q. We h'a 't' e now go:ie over those of the Ten Command- -
men ts, which tea ch ·you your dtHy_ towards God. - Which-1 

Me they?-
A. T he· fonr first . . 
Q. ·what do rhe. six -last teach yon ? 
A. '' My duty towa rds my neighbour.'' 
Q . Who is your ne igh bour? 
A. E very p~rson; all my fello.w-creatu res •. • 

c- 4 
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Q. By your neighbour, then, you do not mean only 

those persons who live near you ? 
A. No; I mean all persons with whom I have any thing 

to do, or who have any occasion for my good services. 
Q. What is the sum of your duty towards your neigh­

·bour? 
A. " fv1y duty towards my neighbour is to love him as 

myself, and to do unto all men, as I would they should do 
unto me." 

Q. How ought this to affect you, as to doing harm to 
any person ? -

A. It ought to hinder me from doing harm to any one, 
because I should not wish any one to harm me. 

Q. And how ought it to affect you, as to doing good ? 
A. It ought to make me do good to any one, who wants 

it ; because if I was in his condition, I should wish him to 
do good unto me, · 

SECT, I. 
Q. Which is the commandment, that first treats of your 

duty to your neighbour? 
A. The fifth commandment. 
Q. Rehearse it. 
A. " Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days 

may be long in the land, which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee.'• 

Q. How are you here taught to behave to your pa. 
rents? 

A. " To love, honour, and succour (or assist) them.'' 
Q. Are there any other persons to whom yoia are hereby 

taught how to behave ? 
A. Yes ; I am hereby taught to " honour and obey the 

King, and all that are put in authority under him g ; to 
submit myself to all my governors, teachers, spiritual pas. 
tors h, and masters 1, and to 0r<ler myself lowly and reve­
ren t1 y to all my betters." 

Q. Who are your spiritual pastors ? 
A. The Ministers of the Church. 
Q. Is there not on the other hand a duty from parents 

t o children ? 

g Rom. xii i, 1, 7. ll Heu. xiii. 17, 1 :Eph, vi, 5, S. 
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.A. Yes ; it is the duty of parents to provide, as well 

as they can, both for the bodies and souls of their chi]. 

<lren k. 

Q. And have not superiors in general a duty to perform 

towards their inferiors ? 
A. Yes; they ought, as well as they can, to protect 

those below them, and always to behave towards them with 

kindness 1• 

SECT. III. 

Q. What is the sixth commandment ? 
A. 'u Thou shalt do no murder." 
Q. What is meant by murder? 
.A. Murder is killing a person unlawfully. 
Q. Does this commandment forbid any thing, besides 

the act of killing another ? 
A. Yes; it commands. me " to hurt no body by word 

or deed." 
Q. Why do you explain it as reaching to your words ? 
A. Because our Saviour reckons abusive and railing 

J.anguage to another person as a sort of murder m. _ 

Q. Can you break this commandment by any thing 
short of deeds or words ? 

A. Yes ; it bids me " bear no malice nor hatred in my 
heart." 

Q. How does that appear? 
A. St. John says, " Whosoever hate th his brother is a 

murderer n." 
Q. How then ought you to behave. 
A. I ought to do no harm to any person 3 and if any 

person harms me, I ought not to bear any ill will to him, 

but must from my heart forgive him 0 • 

SECT. IV. 
-

Q. What is the seventh commandment ? 
A. " Thou shalt not commit adultery." 
Q. What does this commandment forbid? 
A. Not only adultery, but every sort of imptire living. 

k Eph. vi. 4. 
• John ill, 15. 

l Eph. vi. 9, 111 Matt, v, ~1, ~2. 
0 Matt. xviii. :35. 

C 5 
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Q. Is it confin d to actions ? 
A. No: " he who looketh on a woman to lust after 

lier, hath committeJ adultery with her already in his 
heart P." 

Q. Can you offend ag~inst- this . commandment by you-r 
words ? 

A. Y cs ; all lewd and filthy words are an offence 
ag;iinst it. 

Q. Is such langnage expressly forbidden in Scripture ? 
A. Yes·; St. Pa!.11 sa-ys,· '-' Fornication and all unclean­

ne s, let it nor be ron_ce named amongst you, as becomet~ 
~aints; neither filthiness, nor foolish_ talking, l'JOr jes~i g) 
v, hich are not convenient 4," · 

Q. \Vhar does- he. me.a. by saying., that snd1 things ai e: 
not convenient ? . · 

A. He means, that they are -very wicked. 
Q. Is there. any m1clean11ess, which you sh.o:ild avoid, 

besides lewd 2crio11s and words? · 
A. Yes; all imp~re. and Jasciviou5 thought3, \\hich 

" come from the heart :!nd defile a man _r.'' Fur none ~ha!! 
"sec God, but rlJe pure in heart ,.'' 

Q. May you not consider this commar.d,rr.cnLas directed 
against mher sins besides those of unc:leanuess ? 

A. Yes; ag<:1.in.st -sins of intemper<1nce, as" drunkenness , 
re,·eiiings and 5uch like,1' which are reckoned by the Apoi-
1le among" the wo1ks of the fl.esht," and ofreu le:id t 
adultery and, fornication, 

Q. \Vhat should you do in order to keep this command 
ment ? · -

A. I _should avoid -the things which J have just m.: n° 
tio11ed, ar.d flee youthful lusts u ; · ' and therehy " krnp my 
body _in tee rerancc,. soberness, and ~has~ity." 

SEcr. v. · 
Q. "hat is the eighth commandmen t 
A. " Thou shalt not steal.'' 
Q. What do you mean by stealing ? 
A. Taking that, -which belongs to another rerson: wic t.., _ 

out the leave cf d!e ow.ner. 

P Matt. v. 28. 
, .'.llatt. \', 8. 

q Eph. T, 3, ·i, 
l G:d .. T. ~1. 

rMak ·ij,'21,'1'l 
u ft Tim. ii. Zl. 
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([. Bnt suppose the owner has no nse fo:- it ? 
A. That does not make it mine. - That gives me no 

right to ir . 
(,l . Bue suppose it is a little thing, the t:1.king of which 

may do you good, and can do him no harm ? 

A. I am not to judge of that. However small it may 

be, if ir is not mine, I cannot take it without breaking th 

commandment, t1nd being guilty of stealing. 

Q. You hav e told me the plain, and first meaning of 

js commandment ? 
A. Yes ; upon every occasion it requires me " to keep 

my hands from picking and stealing." 
Q. Do you snppol)e, that it forbids any thing, besides 

downright steali ng? 
A. Certainly; i: forbids my tak ing advantage of an­

other man's-ig or::o,nce or good-nature, to ovcr.,reach him in 

a bargain x : This is fraud. 
Q. Any th ing besides this? 
A. Ir forbids my tak ing advantage of another, who 1s 

poor or weak : Th.is is oppression and ex tore ion Y • 

. Q. Any thi ng else r 
A. It forbids the use of fa lse weights and measure -z. 

u A false bala nce is abomination to the Lord <l." 

Q. Does it forbid any thing more ? 
A. In one word , it .forbids :dl kinds of cheating; ,t ll 

atremp~s at beti:ering myself by any means, which are not 

strictly honest. 
Q. v;hat-tlocs it command? · 
A. It commands me " to be true and just in all my 

dealings," and to '' labour, working with my bands the 

rh ing which is good b,'' 

SE CT. VI. 

Q. What is · the ni t1th commandment? ·, 

A. " Thou shale no t bear false witness against thy 

ne ighbour." 
Q. Vl ere you not commanded by the thrrd command. 

ment not to bear false witness ? . 

x 1 Thess. iv. 6. Y Lnke iii . 14. 1 Cor. vi. 10. Jqa, iii. 15. 

: Dent._ xxv. 13, 111 15, 1ti. a Prov. xi , 1. Mi c.'vi. 101
111. 

1£pb. IV • .28. 
C -0 ., 
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A. Yes; by takin_g an oath f~lsely, I am _dZshoRouring 

God, and therefore 1t was forbidden before. "It is here 
forbidden, as an offenct> against my neighbour. 

Q. Can you not break this commandment without tak. 
ing a false oath ? 

A. Yes ; I break the commandment by " raising false 
reports c" of another, whether I do it upon my oath or 
not. 

Q. Do you think, that the spr-eading of idle tales against 
another is not right, if you do not make them? 

A. It is certainly very wrong. And that, even though 
they should have more truth in them, than they commonly 
have. For I am to " speak evil of no man d.'' 

Q. May you speak falsely, where your neighbour's cha­
racter is not called in question ? 

..d. Certainly not: all lying is wicked ; and " lying 
lips are abomination to the Lord r." 

Q. What then do you understand to be the full meaning 
of this commandment ? 

A. To be tender of the character of another, and always 
to " speak the truth -with my neighbour g ; " " to keep 
my tongue from evil speaking, lying, and slandering." 

SECT. VII. 

Q. What is the tenth commandment ? 
A. " Thou shalt not GDVet thy neighbour's house, &c." 
Q. What do you. mean by coveting? 
A. Wishing for that whiclJ.i belongs to another. 
Q. What does this commandment teach you? 
A. It teaches me " not to covet nor desire other men' s 

goods." 
Q. What is the harm of coveting them ? 
A. If I covet what belongs to another, I shall perhaps 

be tempted to take dishonest means to procure it h; and it 
is most likely, I shall become dissatisfied with what I have 
myself. ... 

Q. What then ought you to do ? 

c Exod. xxiii. 1, 
g Eph, iv. 25, 

d Tit. iii. 2, f Prov, xii. 2~. Rev. xxi . 8. 
h See Micah ii, 1, 

8 
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A. " Having food and raiment, I ought to be therewith 

content i ;'' cc to learn and labour truly to get my own Ii v. 

ing, and to do my duty in chat state of life, unto which it 

shall please God to call me." 

.PART. I\T.-THE LORD'S PRA.'fER. 

CHAP. I.-FOR THE PROMOTION OF 
GOD'S GLORY. 

SECT. L 

Q. '' My good child know this, that thou art not able 

to do these things of thyself, nor to walk in the com­

mandments of God and to serve him, without his specia l 

grace, which thou must learn at all times to call for by dili­

gent prayer. Let me hear therefore if thou canst say the 

Lord's Prayer ?" 
.A. cc Our Father which art in heaven, &c." 

Q. To whom do you address yourself in this prayer? 

A. To Almighty God, our Heavenly Father. 

Q. Why do you call God our Father? 

A. Because he made and preserves the world. 

Q. Have you any more particular reason? 

A. Yes ; he is in a particular manner the Father of 

mankind, whom he created in his own image, and like­

ness k, 

Q. Have you any more particular reason, as a Chris­

tian? 
A. Yes ; because he received us for his children at our 

baptism. 
Q. Why do you say our Father, and not my Father ? 

A. In order to put me in mind, that he is the Father of 

others, as well as of myself; and that I ought therefore to 

trea-t them as brethren 1• 

Q. You say, our Father which art in heaven: do you 

suppose that God is confined to heaven ? 

A. By no means; God is present every where m, and 

" the heaven of heavens cannot contain him n." 

i 1 Tim. vi. 8. Heb, xiii, 5. 
!),. Psal. cnxix. 7. 

k Gen. i. 26. l Mal. i i, 10, 

11 1 Kings viii. 27. 
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heQ. \,;/hy !hen do you speak of him as beir,g 111 aven? 

A. Because he:wcn is spoken of in Scripture, as h-is throne and pec .. iliar dwelling-place o, 
Q. Why is that ? 
A. To fill rn~ with a proper sense of his grea rnf'~~ ; and of my own lowliness, when compared with him . " whose sea t is in heaven, and whose k.ing-l,om ruleth ove all.'-' 

S 'ECT. JT._ 
Q. \Vhat is the first petition ? 
A. " Hallowed be thy name." 
Q. \Vhat is the meaning of being hallowed ? 
A. Being. hallowed is b~ing made holy. 
Q,. J\'hen is God's nam€ hallowed? 
.A. It is hallo·wed in the first place, w·hen God i.s woro . shipped in a pure and holy manner. 
Q. ls it ha.llowed l::y any .other means? 
.A. Yes; .when the worshippers of God behave with sud .. holiness, that other persons " may see their good works and glorify their hcaYenly Father P." 
Q. Can ycu m ntion any particular instance in which the name of G cd is h.d!O\ved? 
A~ Yes; wl en we t2. ke.care ne ver to swear by ic fa1selyf or to mention i en trifling occ;isions. 

S!!CT. Ill. 
Q. \\"hat is the second petition ? 
A." Thy kingdom come." 
Q. What do you mean by God'5 k in.gdom? 
A. There . is sometimes meant by it the church of Go~ established by Christ in this world: <1ncl sometimes · that blesse<l state, wherein Gou .will reward his -faithfol servant!> iil ~norher world. 
Q. Which do yon urrdersiand in this petition ? 
.,-l , I may very properly understand both senses to he ])ere intended. · 
O. What may ye~ ur:~-:n:t.ir.d it to mean ahout the chu-;:-ch of God est ablished by Christ in this world ? 
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A.' 1 may understand it as a prayer that the G0·pcl of 

Christ may be preached, and be1ieved, in all the world; 

and that a11 per.sons, who profess to believe ir, may lend 

suitable lives. 
Q. What may you understand it to mean about God', 

kingdom in another world ? 
A. I may understand it as a praFr, that God will be 

p!eas.ed to .H . has ten his heavenly kingdom q," hoping thnt 

we m3y be admitted into that everlasting kingdom, and 

have perfect happines3 both in body and soul. 

Q. In order to your being admitted to this happy state, 

what is n ,0 cessary ? 
A. That I should study to do my duty ; and for thi -, 

purpose I am taught the third petition . . 

Sc.CT. IV. 

Q. 'What is the third ·reririon? 
A. " Thy will be done in ea.rth, a5 it is in heaven.'' 

Q. Do y~u only pray, that the will of God may be done 

by ytJu? 
A. No: I p~a y, not only that I m:iy do if, but that it 

may be <lane by cill people. 
Q. You think then, that in order for people to be happy 

hercafcer, they must do the will of God .on ea rth? 

A. Certainly 1 do: .r- ot every one that pretends merely 

to wo rship God, bur they who do God's will, shall ente r 

i nto the king~om of heaven r. 

Q. How do you wish to do God's will? 

A. As the angels, the b'lessed illhabitaots of heaven, per­

fo rm it .. 
Q. HIJ)·.v is· that? 
A. Perfectly; they are God's· " ministers to do his 

pleasure s." · 
Q. Is there any p~rticnla'r propriery in your praying to 

be enabled to do 1t, like them ? : 
A. Yes; for our Sa viour tells us that they, who shall 

be thought worthy of being admitted into his kingdom 

he reafo·r, shil ll be as the angels of God in heaven t. 

Q. Tell me tJow, how the sense of these three petitions 

.i n the Lord's Prayer is summed up in the Catechism? 

q See I-he Burial S , rrice, 
t Natt, xxii. 30, 

r Matt. vii . 2 L 

9 ., 

1 r~al. ciii,,21, 
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A. " I desire my Lord God, our heavenly Father, who 

is the -giver of all goodness, to send his grace unto me and 
to all people; that we may worship him, serve- him and 
obey him, as we ought to do." 

CHAP. II.-FOR THE SUPPLY OF OUR 
WANTS. 

SECT. I. 
Q. To what do these first three petitions relate ? 
A. To the worship and service of God. 
Q. And to what does the rest of the prayer relate ? 
A. To the supply of our wants. 
Q. What wants do you pray may be supplied ? 
A. '' I pray unto God, that he will send us all things 

that be needful both for our souls and bodies." 
Q. What is that petition, wherein you pray for the sup­

ply of your bodily wants ? 
A. It is the fourth petition-" Give us this day our 

daily bread." 
Q. What do you mean hy bread in this place? 
A. I mean by it the food necessary for me; and not only 

that, but clothing and such other things, as are wanted for 
my existence and comfort. 

Q. What do you mean by your " daily bread?" 
A. As much as is enough for my daily wants. 
Q. Why are you taught to ask for no more? 
A. In Qrder that I may keep in mind my daily depen­

dence upon God, and may not fail to offer him my daily 
prayers. 

Q. This petition is intended for the supply of your 
bodily wants : In which do you pray for what is needful 
for your soul? -,,. 

.A. In the fifth and sixth petitions. 

StcT. II. 

Q. Which is the fifth petition ? 
4'1. '' And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them 

that trespass against us. 'J 

, 

• 
/ 
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Q. What is · the meaning of this petition ? 

A. I pray that " God will be merciful unto us, and for. 

give us our sins.'' 
Q. Does the word trespasses mean sins ? 

A. Yes ; it means whatever we do contrary to the laws 

of God u. 

Q. Do you not mention some condition, on which you 

pray to be forgiven ? 
A. Yes ; I pray that God will forgive me as I forgive 

those who offend me. 
Q. I understand then, that unless you forgive others, you 

do not expect forgiveness from God ? 

A. Certainly I do not. " If I forgive not men their 

trespasses,'' I am assured that " my heavenly Father will 

not forgive my trespasses x." 
Q. Is this the only condition on which you hope to be 

forgiven ? 
A. By no means. ! must be sorry for, and repent of, and 

forsake my sins, and live a better life; and I must have a 

livelv faith in God's mercy through Christ ; or I must not 

expe~t God to forgive me. 

Q. This petition relates to past actions. Have you not 

need of God's help for the future ? 

A. Yes, certainly; and I pray for that in the next peti-

tion. 
SECT. III. 

Q. What is the sixth petition? 

A. " And lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us 

from evil." 
Q. What do you mean by temptation? 

A. ' The word temptation sometimes means trial 2 • 

Q. Do you mean that you pray not to be put to any 

trial ? 
A. No ; my whole life is a state of trial. 

Q. What else does the word mean ? 

A. It means dangerous trials and enticements to sin. 

Q. Do you suppose that God entices men to sin ? 

A. Far from it. In this sense " Gort cannot tempt any 

man a.,, 

ii Ezek. xiv. 13. x Matt, vi, 15. 

z Gen, xx.ii. 1. Heb, xi. 17, 
y Luke xiii. S, 
:i James i, 13 



Q. By what are men temP.ted to sin r 
A. By the Devil, who is called " the tempter b ;'' by 

wicked people; and· by their own bad pass:ons c. 
Q. v.·h2t then do you mean, by praying God not t'o 

lead you into temptation ? 
A. I pray him nor to suffer me to Be tempted above 

my power ; but that he will make me " able to bear the 
re1Pptation d." 

Q. Is his help necessary?. 
A. Yes; it is he alone, tf1 ;i t can preserYe me fr.om e\'i:1 ; 

, and therefore I pray, " that it will please him to save and 
defend me in all d}lngers ghostly and bodily." 

Q. vVhat do you mean by ghostly dangers?" 
A. The word ghostly means spiritual. By ghostly or 

spiritual dangers I understand any thing dangerous to my 
soul. 

Q. From what particular dangers do you pray him to 
oefend you .? 

A. " That he will U.eep me from all sii1 and wicked-
ness.'' · 

Q. Frnm what else? 
A. " From our ghostly or spiritual enemy.'' 
Q. Who is your spiritual enemy? 
A. The De.v il. He is the great enemy of"my soul. Q. Is there any other evil, from which you pray to Gud 

to deliver you ? 
A. Yes; " from everlasting death." 
Q. ,, hat is meant by that? 
A~ That punishment of sin, which w.ill never e-nd. 

CHAP. III.-THE DOXOLOGY. 

SrcT, I. 

Q. Have you explained to me the whole of the Lord's -
:Prayer? 

A. l'have explained all_the p~t1t1011s. B11t the re is ~P-
other ser:tence, which gives the reason of my offenn o­
t hese peti tions to Goel. 

b Matt. iv, 3, C'Jam. i. 14,. d 1 Cor. x. 10. 



Q. ,\.hat is that sentence ? 

A. "For thine is the kingdom and the power and th 

glMy, for ever and ever." 

Q. Is this sentence called bj~ any particular n"mc? 

A. Yes ;. ic is called the do::rnlogy, which signifie, 

form of giving glory to God. 

Q. ls it always added at the end of the Lord's Prayer ? 

A. N.o·: it is added in the Gospel. according to St. 

Matthew e, but not in that according to Sr. Luke f: anrl 

therefore the Church 1:1se_3 the prayer, sometimes with the 

doxology, and sometimes without ir. 

Q. What do you say is the meaning of chis sentence? 

A. It means- that God is tlie king of all the world ; tha-t 

He alone is able to grant our peti.tions; and that to him 

alone belor:gs that honour, \.vhich his creatures are able to 

give by offering him their prayers. · 

Q. And you hope, that God will listen to your prayers ? 

A~ Yes ; if I. pray in earnest, nnd try, to live a good 

life, " I trust he will cfo so of h'is, mercy and good11ess, 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore I say, A men, 

so be it." 
Q. What is the meaning of che word Amen? 

A. The word Amen means verily or truly: " so be 

it." 
Q. Why do you use it at · the end of this prayer? 

.A. To show, that I hear.tily wish whatev~r I have here 

prayed for. 
· Q. Has the word the s:ime. meaning at the end of other 

prayers ?· 
A. Yes; and it ought alwc1ys, to be said by the peopl~, 

to show, th-,H they join• in praying fur those things, for 

which the Minister has been praying in their nam f.,' . 

Q. You said, that you trusted God. would listen to your 

prayer.,, if you endeavour to live. a good life. Do you 

think then, that your life ought to have an agreement with . 

your prayers ? 
A. By all means. If it has r:iot, to pvay to God is onq 

tp mock him . 

e M~tt. yi. 13., , f 1Se~ Lnke xi, 4 •.. 



44 

CHAP. IV.-PRACTICAL USE OF THE 
LORD'S PRAYER. 

SECT. I. 

Q. Do any particular duties anse from the Lord's 
prayer P 

.A. Yes ; every petition carries a particular duty along 
with it. 

Q. What are you taught to do by the first petition ? 
A. As I pray that God's name may be hallowed, I 

ought to take care not to bring any dishonour upon it 
by my misconduct c, and not to treat it profanely or 
lightly. 

Q. What are you taught by your petition, that God's 
kingdQm may come ? 

A. I am taught to live myself and to encourage others 
to live, a godly life; that we may be worthy subjects of 
his kingdom on earth, and may be more fit through Christ's 
merits to enter into his heavenly kingdom. 

_Q. What may you learn from the petition, that God's 
will may be done? 

A. I should be diligent in doing his will ; both by 
doing what he commands, and by not doing what he 
forbids ; and, as far as I can, by procuring it to be done 
by others. 

Q. As you pray God to give you your daily bread, what 
should be your practice ? 

.A. I should use those means, which God hath ap­
pointed, for procuring it, industriously and contentedly; 
and should upon no account accept it from the Devil ; 
which I do, if I employ any dishonest means to better my 
condition. 

Q. What duty follows from your praying God to forgiTe 
you your trespasses ? 

A. The duty of repenting of and forsaking them; and 
of forgiving those, who tresspass against me. 

Q. And what are you taught by the petition that God 

c Rom. ii. 24. 
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will not lead you into temptation, but will deliver you 

from evil r 
A. I am ther(;!by taught to struggle against every temp­

tation I may meet with; to resist the first motion or incli­

nation to commit sin ; and above all not to Ii vein the prac. 

rice of any thing, which I know to be evil. 

Q. And lastly, what should you be taught by the con­

clusion of this prayer ? 
A. To have a due reverence for that Being, to whom 

belong the kingdom, the power, and the glory ; who 

" heareth not sinners f;" but who heareth those who 

" worship him in spirit and in truth g_,, 
Q. Who are they ? 
A. I mean those, who worship him with their hearts, 

and with the offering of a holy life. 

PART V.-THE SACRAMENTS. 

CHAP. 1.-THEIR NATURE AND DESIGN. 

SECT. I. 

Q. In what has already passed, you have mentioned the 

chief heads of your duty ; but are there not some particular 

ordinances or ceremonies, which God requires to be ob. 

served ? 
A. Yes ; there are some ordinances, which Christ hath 

commanded to be observed in his church. 
Q. What are those ordinances called ? 
A. They are called sacraments. 
Q. " How many sacraments hath Christ ordained in his 

Church? 
A. " Two only ; as generally necessary to salvation; 

that is to say, baptism, and the supper of the Lord. 

Q. " What meanest thou by this word sacrament ? 

A.. " I mean an outward and visible sign of an inward 

and spiritual grace, given unto us ; ordained by Cbrist 

himsel(, as a means, whereby we receive the same, and a 

pledge, to assure us thereof.,,, 

f John ix. 31. g John iv. 23, 
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Q. Who 'ha\'e authority to administer the sacrame-nts ·? 
/i. The lawful ministers of the church. 
Q. Who are they? 
A. Tho-se who derive their authority from Christ himG 

-self, by regular ~uccession from the Apostles. 
Q. What ministen have ·snch authority in this country? 
A. The clergy of the est-ablished church. 
Q. Has Christ given a special promise -0f his blessing on 

the ministry of rbose., who are thus duly aothorize<l r 
A. Yes: he has promised to be"' with them alway even 

mHo the end of the world h," 

Q. For the use of what persons are tbe sacraments or~ 
d3ined? 

A. For the llSe of all persons, who desire co be saved 
through t~ merits of Jesus Chri:it I. 

Q. How are they to be used by such persons? 
A. All, who wish to become members of Christ, are 

admitted in-to his church 1,y baptism. 
Q. And how is the Lord's supper to be used? 
A. All, who have beer.1 a<lm1tted into Christ's church, 

~rre to declare rheir c'ontinuance in it, by the sacrame!1r of 
the Lord's supper. 

Q. So that one sa.cralllent is intended to be u:.ed oftener 
than the other f 

A. Certainly. No person can be baptized more rhan 
o~c:e; but aJ1 ·Christians should receive the sacrament of the 
Lord• s supper as of ten as they can k. 

SECT. II. 

Q. Do you think that these sacraments are nettssary to 
those, who wish to be saved ? 

A. Yes; they are generally necessary to salvation. 
Q. What do you mean by ,aying chat they are gwanl!y 

necessary ? 
A. I mean, rhat no persons, who are rightly instru.cted, 

and have an opportu~1ity of partaking in them, may refuse 
to panake. 

Q. Why may not _penons refu5e to partake in the s:icra­
.mencs? 

h );fat t . uviii. 20. 
i: l Cor. xi. ~6. 

l .Matt. nYiii 1.9. 1 Cor. x .. 16 17. 
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A. That they may not lose that inward and spiritual 

grace, given unto us by God; of which the sacraments are 
outward and visiLle signs. 

Q. May they not hope to ·obtain that inw.:ird and spi. 
rirnal grace by other m_ans? 

A. Not if they neglect the -sacr:iments .. 
Q. ·why may they not? 
.A.. Because Christ himself has ordained the sacraments, 

as means whereby we may receive the same grace: and it 
-i s the duty of all persom co use those means, which he !-iim­
sdf hath appointed ·1. 

· Q. What reason ha,re you for su pposing, that tT1at in­
ward and spiri tual grace will be given to persons, who use 
the means, which he has appointed ? 

A. The promise of ·Christ; and the sacrament itself is 
also a pled_ge or token, to assure us rh~1t he will do so. 

S£,CT. HI. 

Q. " How many p:irts are there in a sacram'ent ? 
A. " Twu : the ou..tward vi :. ible sign; and the inward 

5piritual grace." 
Q. \ Vhac do you mean by the word " visible?" 
A. By the word " vis.ible," I ruean some thing which 

ma \' be seen . 
Q. \\'ha.t do you mean by an outward and visible 

5ig:1? . 
✓1. I mea n some bodily thing, which may be seen, ,ip. 

pl ied to a purpose and in a meaning, wh:ch in its own na. 
rnre it has nor. 

Q. C',1\, yon gi ve me some example of this ? 
A. Wate r, by which rhe body is w;,shed, is used in bap. 

t i~ m, as a sign of the purity of the sou1. 
Q. \ Vh.at Jo you m an by an inward and spiritual 

gr, ce ? . 
./1. T he word grace means. favour. By an inward and 

spirirua1 g race, I n1ec.1n some favour given to us, by which 
·vu r inward and spiritual condition is made better. 

Q . Vvhat no y ou mean Ly our in'.Vard ~nd _spiricu.al con•­
d i t(on ? 

..11. . I m~an the state of our souls. 

J Joh n iii. 5, G. v1. 531 5-1, 55. 
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CHAP. II.-BAPTISM. 
S.tcT. I. 

' Q. " What is the outward visible sign, or form, in bap-
tism? 

A. " Water; wherein the person is baptized in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost." 

Q. What is meant by the words baptism, and to hap. 
tize? 

A. Baptism means washing ; to baptize, means to w--ash. 
Q. With what are persons baptized? 
A. With water. 
Q. How are they baptized with water? 
.A. They are either dipped in water? or it is poured, or 

s-prinkled, upon them. 
Q. Is the particular manner of their being baptized 

essential? 
A. No; for Christ, who ordained the sacrament, did not 

say, how the water should be used. 
Q. With what words are persons baptized ? 
A. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Ghost. 
Q. What is the reason of this ? 
A4 Christ commanded it m. 

Q. Does this engage persons to perform any duty ? 
A. Yes ; it engages them in the service of the Father, 

and of the Son3 and of the Holy Ghost. 

SECT. II. 

,..,.. Q. You have told me the outward and visible · -~O of 

baptism : is there not another part ? 
.A. Yes ; the inward and spiritual grace. 
Q. " ·what is the i_nward and spiritual grace ? 
A. " A death unto sin, and a new birth unto righteous­

nees ; for being by nature born in sin, and the children of 
wrath, we are hereby made the children of grace." 

Q. In what do you say that we are by nature born ? 
A. In sin°. 
Q, What do you understand by that ? 

m Matt, xxviii, 19. .ll Eph. ii • .s .. 
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A. That our nature is corrupt and sinful, and that we 

are prone to all manner of wickedness. 
Q. What is the consequence of our being born in sin ? 
A. That we are the children of w.rath; or exposed to the 

anger and displeasure of God m. 

Q. And what do we become by baptism? 
A. We are thereby made the children of grace n; or are 

admitted into favour with God. 
0. What is that called in the Catechism? 
A. A death unto sin, and a new birth unto righteousness. 
Q. Do you mean by this, that persons, who have been 

baptized, are dead to all sinful passions? 
A. No: I mean that they are dead to the dominion of 

sin°, so as to have it in their power, " not to follow or 
be led by itP ;" and that they receive a promise of for­
giveness from God. 

Q. Ac_d what do you mean by their being born again 
unto righteousness? 

A. I mean, that they are put into a condition of living a 
; life, not altogether righteous, but more agreeable to the 

will of God, than in their natural state they would be able 
to do. And this difference is so great, that it is called re'­
generation, or a new birth. 

Q. Where is the change, of which you speak, called a 
new birth, or rege.ierntion? 

A. In the holy Scriptures, which say, " Except a man 
be born again," that is , "of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God q.,. 

Q. Do the Scriptures speak of any other regenerajon ? 
A. No : they speak. of Christians being contimrally and 

dail)I, ren~wedr; but persons are said to be regenerate, or 
born a5 arn, only once. 

Q. And when do you say that is? 
A. When they are made Christians, at their baptism. 
Q. Does the church notice this distinction, that you 

speak of? 
A. Yes; she notices it in the plainest possible manner, 

by the prayers which she appoints to be used by her 
congregations . . 

m Eph. jj, 3. 
o See Rom. vi. 11, 12, 13. 
q John iji, 3. 5. 

n Eph. ii. 4, 5. Tit. ~ii. 4, 5, G, 7. 
P Ministration of Baptism. 
r 2 Cor, iv. 16 

D 
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Q. Does she direct any prayers to be offered for regene­

ration? 
A. Yes: she directs the congregation to pray, in behalf 

0f every person about to be baptized, that he may be " re­
generate and born anew of water and of the Holy Ghost;" 
and repeatedly, both in her offices of baptism and in her 
order of confirmation, she speaks of every person after bap­
tism, as being so regenerate. 

Q. Does she teach her members to pray for the grace of 
regeneration at any other time? 

A. By no means : but she directs us ali to pray to God, 
in the collect for Christmas Day, "that we, being rege­
nerate and made his children by adoption and grace, may 
daily be renewed by his Holy Spirit." 

Q. The-'' being regenerate" then you understand to be 
here spoken of, as a blessing alre,,dy bestowed ? 

A. Certainly; as being bestowed at the same time that 
we were " made the children of God by adoption and 
grace;" that is, as I said before, at our bapt-ism. 

Q. Do you not think this grace, which is given to per­
wns at their baptism, a great ul~ssing? 

A. Certainly I do; and I heartily thank God, through 
Jesus Chris t, that he has let me partake of that sacrament. 

SECT. III. 
Q. This ble-ssing being so great, are all persons suffered 

to partake of it, indifferently? 
A. No: all persons, who come to be baptized, are re­

quired to be properly prepared. 
Q. re '\Vhat is required of persons, to be baptized? 
A. "Repentance, whereby they forsake sin; and'i,!'~aith, 

~·hereby they steadfastly believe the promises of God, made 
to them in th 4t sacrament 5

." 

Q. What do you say is the first thing required ? 
A. Repentance. 
Q. What do you mean by that? . 
A. Repentance is hearty sorrow for past sins, at tended 

with resolutions and endeavours to forsake them, and to 
live a godly, righteous, and sober life. 

Q. Persons then, who are baptized, are required to re .. 
dent of, and forsake, their past iins? 

s Marki, 14, 15. 
9 
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A. Yes; and not only so, but, if rl iey commit any sins 

afterwards, they are bound to repent of, an<l forsake, tbem 
also. 

Q. What else is required of them? 
A. Faith. 
Q. \Vhat is that ~ 
A. Faith is belief. 
Q. In what are they required to believer 
A. In the promises of God; an<l especially those, which 

are made to them in the sacrament of baptism. 
Q. Have you told me-what those promises are? 
A. Yes-; they are, that God will help us 1..,y his Holy 

Spirit to live a good life, and will forgive us our sins foe 
the sake of Jesus Christ,. his Son, our Lord .. 

SECT. IV .. 

Q. Are these things required of aH pe rsons at their bap• 
tism? 

A. Yes; all persons must repent and believe. Q. Does the Church actually req.ui.re of them a profcs~ion 
of these things? 

A. Yes; though not exactf y in those wor<ls, yet in lan...­
gu2ge to the same effect. 

Q. How cloes that appear t 
A. Persons make profession of cc- repentance wnercby 

they forsake sin," by renouncing the de\'il, the world, and 
the Resh, and by €ngag_ing obediently to keep God's holy 
·will and commandments ; and they mak e profession of 
"faith in the promises of God," by declaring that they 
stead[,1s tl'y believe all tne articles of the Apostle~' Creed. 

Q. <,.., Why then are infants baptized, when, by reason of 
their tender age, tli ey cannot perform chem? 

A. " Because they promise them both by their sureties ; . 
which promise, when they come to age, themselves are bound to perform.,., 

Q. By whom, do you say, that this promise is made a t 
the baptism of infants? 

A. By their Godfathers and Godmothers; the Catechi sm 
cal ls them their Sureties. 

Q. What is a Surety ? 
A .•. A Surety is one,. who pledges .himself to the perform ... 

D z. 
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ance of any thing by another; that is, engages that he shall 
perform it. 

Q. I understand you then to say, that Godfathers and 
God.c.nothers pledge themselves to the performance of some­
thing by the infants, whom they represent? 

A. Yes; they pledge themselves, to the best of their 
power, that the infants shall perform the promises, made in 
rheir name at their baptism. 

Q. Have no t G odfathers and Godmothers then some duty 
to perform to their god-children ? 

A. Yes; "it is their parts and duties t : " to see that their 
god.children be taught, and to assist in teaching them, what 
a solemn promise they have made by them. 

Q. What is the duty of the infants ? 
A. When they come of age, they are themselves bound to 

perform the promises, made for them by their Sureties ? 
Q. Is there not a particular time, when children take 

these promises upon themselves ? 
A. Yes ; when they are confirmed by the Bishop. 
Q. But are they not to perform them before that time? 
A. Yes; when they come to an age, at which they are 

able to understand them, they are bound to perform them. 

CHAP. III.-THE LORD'S SUPPER. 
SECT. I. 

Q. Tell me now, why was the sacrament of Baptism 
o rdained ? 

A. For the admission of those, who wish to hecome 
C hristians, into the Church of Christ. 

Q. And "why was the sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
ordained? 

A. " For the continual remembrance of the sacrifice of 
the death of Christ; and of the benefits which we receive 
rhereby.'' 

Q. What is the first thing to be remembered in the Lord's 
upper? 

A . The sacrifice of the death of Christ. 
Q. What is mear.lt by that? 

' t See the conclusion of the Office of Baptism. 
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A. The death of Christ, whose blood was shed, that he 

might make atonement or satisfaction for our £ins, and re 00 

concile us to his Father. 
Q. What is the second thing to be remembered in the 

Lord's Supper ? 
A. The benefits which we receive by the sacrifice of 

Christ's death. 
Q. How long are these things to be remembered? 

A. Continually; that is, until the end of the world. 

Q. And is the Lord's Supper to be observed until that 

time? 
.A. By all means; for it is in that way, that Christians 

are to keep up a memory of his death ; and of their blessings, 

which his death purchased. 

SECT. II. 

Q. " What is the outward part, or sign of the Lord's 

Supper? 
A. " Bread and wine, which the Lord hath commanded 

to be received." 
Q. Who, do you say, commanded bread and wine to be 

received at the Lord's Supper? 
A. The Lord, Jesus Christ u. 

Q. Did he command, that both should be received? 

A. Yes ; both bread and wine. 

Q. By w horn are they to be received ? 

A. By all Christians; by all persons, who profess them~ 

selves followers of Christ, and have any interest in his 

death. 
Q. Do not some persons, who call themselves Christians, 

reCase to receive the Lord's Supper? 

Av Unhappily, in this case as in many others, there are 

great numbers of professed Christians, who are i;o igno. 

rant, as not to know their duty, or so perverse, as not to 

practise it. 
SECT, III. 

Q. " What is the inward part, or thing :iignified" in 
this sacrament ? 

A. " The body and blood of Christ, which are verily 

and indeed taken and received by the faithful, in the Lord's 

. upper." 

1 1 Cor. xi. 23, Matt. xxvi, 26, 27. Mark xiv. 22, 23, Luke xxii. l 9. 



Q. When you say, that the body and blo?d of Christ are 
received at the Lord's Supper, do you mean that the bread 
and wine are changed into Christ's body and blood ? 

A. Certainly not. I mean that they are s-piritually taken 
and received. The soul, which is the part, that is benefi ted 
by the Lord's Sup11er, is spiritual; and the benefits, which 
it receives, are also spiritual. 

Q. " \Vh<1t are the benefits, whereof we are partakeri 
thereby ? 

A. " The strengthening and refreshing of our souls by 
the body and blood of Christ, as our bodies are by the bread 
and wine." 

Q. Are the souls of all pers-ons, who receive this sacra­
ment, strengthened and refre shed by it? 

A . No: very unworthy persom may partake of the 
bread and wine; but they are the faithful alone, ,vho par­
take of the benefits of the sacrament. 

Q. Whom do you mean by rhe faithful? 
A. Those who come properly prepared to recei ve it. 
Q. Yo u think then that some preparation is necessary?' 
A. YC's; all persons are required to prepare themselves x~ 

SECT. IV .. 

Q. " What is req_uired of them, who come to the Lord 's­
Supper ? 

A. " To examine themselves whether they n>pen~ them 
truly of their former sins, steadfastly purposing to le::id a new 
life; have a lively faith in God's mercy through Christ:, 
with a thankful remembrance of his death; and be in charity 
with all men .. " 

Q. What is the sort of preparation necessary for the 
Lord's.Supper ? 

A. Self-examination. 
Q. On how many points are perscms to ex.amine themselves? 
A. On three points. 
Q. What is the first ? 
A. " Whether they repent them trnly of their form€'r. 

sins, steadfastly purposing. to lead a new life." 
Q. What is the second ? 

x. 1 Cor. xi. 2.8. 
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A. " Whether they have a lively faith in God's mercy 

t hrough Christ, with a th,mkful remembrance of his death." 
Q. What do you mean by a lively faith? 
A. Such a faith, as shews itself by works pleasing to 

God r. 
Q. What is the third point on which persons are to 

examine themselves? 
A. cc vVhether they are in charity with all men." 
Q. \1/hat should follow upon this examination? 
A.. If persons sincerely repent of their sins, and steadfastly 

resolve to live a C~ristian life; if they have a lively faith in 
God, and a thankful remembrance of Christ's death: and if 
they are in charity with all men; they ought to partake of 
the Lord's Supper. 

Q. If they have not such repentance, faith, and charity, 
what are they to do? 

A. They are to pray God, that they may have grace to 
procure them. 

Q. Is the nor having these things, which are required, a 
good excuse for persons not coming to this sacrament? 

A . By no means. Every one, who calls himself a Chris­
tian, ought to have them; and if, because a man has them 

11ot, he is not fit to come to the Lord's Supper, for the same 
Lea:.on he is not fit for t!-le kingdom of heaven • 

. y Jam. ii. 1 '7, 1.8'. ., 

1l'H .E END. 

Printed by R. Gilbert, St. John•~ Square, Lr,ndoi. . 
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