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THE

‘NHAJE(:EI-BEI&I&]EI&

AND

HIS FAMILY.

HAPTER 1.
SATURDAY NIGHT.

It was Saturday night,—the clock had

struck eleven,—we took leave of our

friends, and directed our steps home-

ward.

After passing throu gh several streets,
we turned into a narrow lane ; all was
silent and dark, e};coﬁ one low win-
dow. ¢ There,” said I, perhaps
some PoOOT mechanic, already tired
with the labour of the day, still endea-
vours to increase his trifling pittance.

¢ Let us stop and see,” said my com-
panion. It was not difficult ; for the

house where we perceived the light
A2
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was an old-fashioned structure, rather
retired from the street, and built when
the level of the ground was consider-
ably lower than at present; so that
passengers easily saw what was pass-
ing within.

When we came opposite the window,
we saw a middle-aged man at his
work-table, engaged in finishing one of
the movements of a time-piece,—his
tool slipped, and the work was spoilt,
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—he repeated the attempt, and again
he was unsuccessful; a slight and
momentary expression of trouble ap-
peared on his countenance; but the
clond soon passed away ; he clasped
his haunds, and looked upward, while
lus lips moved as if uttering a silent
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‘and fervent prayer; the expression of
trouble disappea;ed; he resumed his
work. In afew minutes, he looked at
the hour, and, seeing it was now mid-
night, laid aside his work. Then, re-
moving the lamp to a table, in another
part of the room, took a book, and
began to read ; presently he closed it;
and, kneeling down, prayed earnestly ;
afterwards. resuming his seat, he was
for a short time engaged in medita-
tion ; then, taking up the lamp, left
the room.

¢ There goes 0Nt of your godly
ones,” said my companion, walking
on; 41 am’ sure he is one of that
sort.”

¢« May he SO: but did not you ob-
gerve his patience, although he vepeat-
edly failed in his work? Did you
mark the expression of his counte-
nance ? 1t indicated trouble, but nol
anger or yexation.”

G Yes, it was a peculiar expression,
very different from that of workmen
in general when an accident befals
them. 1 could not but observe it.
The man seems poor, but there is some-
thing very decent and even respectable
about him ; but what could be the
reason why he left off without finishing
the movement?’
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“ Did not you see it was twelve
o'clock? The Lord’s day,—the day of
rest from worldly cares and employ-
ments,—has begun.”

““ Well, this is being righteous over-
much ; if he went to church as usual,
surely it could be no matter whether
ne worked half an hour longer, to
tinish what he was about or not; the
man has to support his family. This
is one of the mistakes about veligion.”

¢ I differ from you ; I cannot blame
the utmost strictness in endeavouring
to do the will of God. Surely no man
can be righteous overmuch, while
doing as the Bible directs him.”

¢ But what harm would it have
been, if this poor man had worked an
hour or two longer? He must have
some reason for being so late at his
work : perhaps his wife or children
are ill.”

“ He thinks that he ought to obey
the commands of God before any thing
else ; and he is sure that God will not
allow him to suffer for obeying his
vyl 2

‘ Then you suppose that he expects
God will work some miracle to help
him ; for surely, if his work 1s not
finished, he will not be paid for it.”

“ ¢ A little that the righteous man
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hath, is better than the riches of many
wicked.” If a man labours uncer the
displeasure of God, what good will he
get by working even seven days in the
week ?”’

¢« For my part, I should not under-
stand a workman leaving a piece of
work unfinished, for any such fantasti-
cal notions; and if his master is of the
same opinion, and should want the
work to-morrow, what will become of
him ?”

« My friend, every thing in this
world belongs to God; and let us re-
member that he causes all things to
work together for good to those who
love him.”

¢« All this may be very true, but I
should like to know something more
about this man.—I think I will come
this way to-morrow morning, and see
what he is about. I shall call at your
house in the afternoon.”




CHAPTER IIL

SunpAY MORNING.

« WEeLL,” said I, ¢ my friend, have
you been looking after our poor watch-
maker ?”’

¢ Yes, and I do not know what to
make of him ; there is something extra-
ordinary in every thing he says and
does; I never saw any one like him
before.”

“ Why, what has happened?”’

“ After we parted last night, T
thought a good deal about what we
had seen. I rose early this morning,
and- was again at the house by six
o’clock. Several families live in it;
and the outer door being open, I went
up the first stairs, where 1 found a
dark corner in which I could stand,
and hear and see all that passed in his
room.”

“ My good friend, you was rather
too inquisitive ; I wonder you was not
afraid of paying for your curiosity.”

¢« [ was, as I told you, much struck
with the man, and I did not think I
was likely to suffer, even if discovered .
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he did not appear a very quarrelsome
subject.”

¢ T cannot think your proceeding a
laudable one; and whatever the event
may be, would advise you never to try
such a plan again; but go on.”

¢« T had hardly placed myself, when
I heard the poor watchmaker singing
now, thought I, I have found you at
work : but I was mistaken; he was
sitting with his children round him, a
Bible lay open on the table, and they
were singing the 103rd Psalm. Next
him sat a young girl, about fourteen ;
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her arm vested on his shoulder. Be-
tween his knees stood a child three or
four years old ; while another brother,
some years older, completed the
groupe. They sangin a most pleasing
manner, and I heard another voice
from the next room joining with them ;
—what they sang evidently came from
their hearts, and I must confess it went
to mine.”

¢ That is not surprising; but pro-
ceed.?

¢ After they had sung, they knelt
down and prayed.—I was particularly
struck with the prayer of the daugh-
ter; here it is; I wrote it down, and
will read it to you.—¢ O thou blessed
Saviour, the Friend of sinners, we call
upon thee with our whole hearts, and
may thy Holy Spirit teach us to pray
aright. We lived without the know-
ledge or love of thee, and were always
unhappy ; but now, O Lord, we love
thee, and we know that thou lovest us.
Oh ! be with us and bless us, especially
be with wus this day; it is thine own
day. Enable us to serve thee with all
our hearts; may we be atientive to
thy word, and enable us to understand
it. Bless our dear minister, who
teaches us to know thee. O Lord,
be with our dear mother; we entreat
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thee for her; thou canst take away
her sickness, if it be thy will, (a voice
from the next room added, ¢ But thy
will be done.”) Yes, O Lord, thy will
be done. DMay our dear father be
spared to us, and may we all be good
children. Amen.’

¢ Now for breakfast,” said the father ;
¢ Jenny, where is the milk ?” The table
was presently covered with four cups,
half a loaf, and a jug of milk ; they took
their places, and the father asked a
blessing.”

g
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¢ You have drawn an interesting
picture indeed,” said I. ¢ Compare
this humble meal with the sumptuous
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repasts of the world, and say in which
df them is true happiness.—Also ob-
serve this man entreats God to bless his
humble fare, and eats with pleasure,
and without repining ; while the irre-
ligious and sensual man sits down to his
crowded board, without even thinking
of the Almighty, who gives him all
things richly to enjoy.”

“ The clock struck eight. ¢ Jenny,
are you ready to repeat your chapter 2”
said the father. ¢ Yes, I learned it
last night, and have looked over it
again this morning.” ¢ Clement, are
you ready ?’—¢ I will look over it once
more,” answered the boy, and sat down
by the window. ¢ My children, [ hope
you will be perfect in your catechism
to-day ; do not let me have the pain to
hear you are wroung in your answers ;
your teacher will also be grieved ; re-
member he told you once, you were
more ready at reading any thing than
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vour Bible; don’t let me have to say
this again. 1 trust he uever will have
to punish my children for inattention.

¢ ¢ Seta good example ; let it not be
said, that children who have been
taught to know and love the Sayiour
are behind those who are ignorant of
the truth. Jenny, which is best, 1o
love the Saviour, or to love the world?’

¢ ¢ Ah, my dear father, would that I
loved the Lord more than I do.’

¢ ¢ Be of good cheer, my dear child
he who has begun in you a good work,
will complete it ; he is faithful, he will
support and strengthen you. Go and
see if you can help your mother ’>”’
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CHAPTER IIL

KeeEp HoLY THE SABBATH Dy,

¢ At this moment a man came up
the stairs; he was well dressed, but
his countenance looked harsh and for-
bidding. He appeared quite out of
humour ; and, throwing open the door,
exclaimed in an angry tone, *“ Must I
always be obliged to look after you in
this way? Have not you finished the
work I gave you? I must have -it this
morning.’

¢ Frightened at his voice and man-
ner, the boys ran and hid themselves
in the nextroom. Jenny stood by the
door. The watchmaker offered a chair
to his master. ¢ Pooh! noune of your
ceremonies ; where is your work ?’

¢ ¢ 8ir, T am very sorry, but I have
not been able quite to finish the time-
piece. I worked till midnight, but [
met with some accidents.’

‘¢ Yes, that is always the way witn
you; always clumsy, and some paltry
excuse or other; what state is it in ?
He opened the case in which the time-
piece was placed, and, taking out a
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magnifying glass, examined the work-
¢ Well, very well indeed, so far good !
Come, my good fellow, to your bench
directly, you will finish it in two or
three hours, and then your money will
be ready.’

A
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*“ ¢ You forget, Sir,” said the watch-
maker in a calm but firm tone, ¢ that
this is the Sabbath, and T cannot.’

“ ¢ Pooh ? none of your nonsense ;
you are oue of the saints, are you? [
wish the whole pack of them ‘at the
bottom of the sea. What harm can
there be in working an hour or fwo ?
there will be plenty of time afterwards
for two long sermons : besides, God
never can wish you should starve.’
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¢ ¢ Sir, T will engage that the time-
piece shall be at your house as early
as you please to-morrow; I will set
about it by one o’clock in the morning.
You cannot send it off bzfore noon, so
there will be time enough to examine
that it is properly finished.’

¢ ¢ T did not ask for your opinion,
but desired you would set about it
directly. Do you intend to do so, or
not ?’

“ The poor workman shut the box,
saying, in a humble tone, ¢Sir, I can-
not work {o-day.’

¢ < What a fool you are! Iam sorry,
for you are a clever hand, and I had
intended to help you. If you lose my
work, it is your own fault. Have you
any thing else to do?’

¢ ¢ No, I have not any work besides
this.”

¢ ¢ Well then, take my advice, lay
aside these nonsensical scruples. My
religion allows me to attend to my
business on Sunday morning,’

‘¢ Mine, Sir, does not.’

¢“¢As much as to say, you are a
great deal wiser than I am. This is
only pride or folly.’

¢ ¢ Sir, s it folly to fear God, and
keep his commandments ?’

. ‘¢ If work is to be done it must be
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done ;.though it may be the Sabbath,
as you cali it : besides, the Bible says
that the Sabbath was made for mau,
and not man for the Sabbath: W hat
do you say to that?

« ¢ No doubt it is true; but man
was created to serve the Lord with all
bis heart. It isa privilege and a plea-
sure to keep the Sabbath, and worship
the Lord on his own day ; it would be
misery indeed to profane it, and surely
his blessing would not be with my
labour.

/7
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“ ¢ Am I accursed? Are we all
Pagans and Infidels, because we do
not go to your house of prayer, as you
call it? Depend upon it, this hypocri-
tical nonsense will get you into trouble.,
We must really see and do something
with the people that make such a dis.
turbance, and are so troublesome.’

¢ Sir, surely you cannot mean that
keeping the Lord’s day holy is making
a disturbance. Please to remember
there are laws which expressly forbid
us to follow our worldly callings on
this day.”

¢ I did not come here to he taught
my duty. Once for all, finish the work,
or I must take it away.’

* “ The Lord will provide ; and may
he forgive you for taking away work
from a man with a large family and a
sick wife, when there really is no rea-
son for so doing.’

“ “Ido not take it away ; you re-
fuse to finish it. What do I owe you ?’

'“ ¢ The watchmaker reckoned, and
said, ¢ Five shillings and sixpence.’

¢ Try again; it is rather more.’

“‘“You said I should pay for the
8pring your boy 1ost.’

¢ ¢ Certainly, you should have fasten-
ed the box. There is six shillings, you
®uy Keep the sixpence,’
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« ¢ No, Sir, I can only take my due.”
« ¢ Well, please yourself ; when you
come to your Senses, perhaps I may
find you work again.
¢ This hard hearted man then left
the room,—the watchmaker took up
his little earnings, raised his eyes to-
wards heaven, and sat down. 1 came
away, and feel, I assure you, not a
little grieved and struck with what I
have seen and heard.”
w 2
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“T do not wonder at i AL A L
“ This master is indeed hard-hearted |
—Thus itis, that while an unprincipled
workman frequently does as he pleases,
and often sets his master at defiance J
a conscientious man like this, if he
falls into the hands of a harsh employer,
is trampled upon and ill used, and
perhaps turned off without a moment’s
warning, or the least reason for such
treatment.  Still it is not the case
in general; I know several masters
in this and other trades, who are men
of character and feeling, and take
every opportunity to assist their work-
men.”

“1I do not doubt it; but there are
some, who, like this man, expect their
werkmen to work on Sundays.”

 Such there are, no doubt; and the
general profanation of this day is a
disgrace to our country, and a national
sin :—alas ! we see it in every age and
rank.”

¢“ The eflect of bad example is great;
and I believe workmen often em loy
this day in their usual labours, thnlugh
not required by their employers, or
perhaps they ocvcupy themselves in
some other sort of work ; not to men-
tien the idle and ‘lounging manner in
Wwhich thousands pass the day, and by
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which it is in reality as much profaned
as by the hardest labour. Again, {
fear persons, who themselves would
on no account break the Sabbath,
often thoughtlessly compel others to do
so; they go perhaps at the latter end
of the week, and order articles to be
ready by Monday or Tuesday, without
reflecting that their orders cannot be
completed, unless the workman labours
hard the whole of Sunday : in such
cases, surely the person who causes
the profanation of the day is equally
guilty with the labourer. I have
known the mistresses of families, who
would be scocked if you asked them
to join a party of pleasure, or to direct
their servants to do some unnecessary
work on that day, without hesitation



give their dress-makers such strict
orders. to complete some article of
apparel by a particular time, as would
compel them te work on the Lord’s
day.

“ The Son of man is Lord of the
Sabbath, and his people are freed from
tie slavish observance of the Sabbath,
according to the rites of the Jews in
times of old ; but still it is His day,—
itis the Lord’s day, set apart peculiarly
for opportunities of worshipping him,
and attending to the concerns of our
souls. So that those who needlessly
employ it otherwise themselves, or
cause others to do so, assuredly break
his holy word, and act contrary to his
will : and let it ever be remembered
that Sabbath-breaking almost invaria-
bly stands the first in the dark cata-
logue of those crimes which lead men
to punishment. This should particu-
larly be inculcated en the minds of
children. As for this poor watchmaker,
your account makes me anxious to
know more about him ; T intend to call
upon him this evening; suppose you
go with me, and we will see if we can
kelp the poor man.”

“ Agreed.”



CHAPTER 1V,

SuNpAaY EVENING.

BLesseD is the house where those
who bear rule, seek the Lord. There
¢an be no real peace or comfort in a
family, unless the parents love the
Saviour ; then his peace will be with
them and their household. The curse
of the Lord is in the house of the
wicked, but he blesseth the habitation
of the just.” (Prov. iii. 33.)

This was instanced in our poor
swatchmaker. At eight o'clock we

g
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knocked at the door of his room,
Jenny came and asked, “ Who ig
there ?”

“ Friends of your father.”

She called him,—he came, and said,
L Gentlemen, I do not recollect you,
but, if you please, walk in and bhe
seated.”

“Tam a servant of Christ,” said T,
“and 1 trust it is upon his work we
are come,”

¢ If this is the case, perhaps you will
Join our family circle.” So saying, he
led us into the inner room., We found
his wife sitting up in bed ; the young-
est child lay in a cradle, and the other
two cbhildren stood by the bedside ;
two or three friends sat at the other
end of the room, where a Bible lay
open upon the table, They soon found
seats for ug,”

“ These are our friends, and also
friends of our Saviour,” said the watch.-
maker to us; ¢ they call here some-
times on the Lord’s day evening, to
talk over the things which concern our
souls. 1 was Jjust now endeaveuring
to explain to the children the parable
wf the two friends.” (Luke, xi. 5.)

* Do not let us interrupt you.”
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CHAPTER®V,

TueE PARABLE.

Tue father then proceeded to explain
the love which God bears to his chil-
dren, and that they might be sure of
being heard and answered, when they
prayed earnestly, with sincerity and
truth. ¢ Observe,” said he, this
friend came at midnight, an unseason-
able hour, and disturbed the whole
house ; now this was being very impor-
tunate ; but he did not hesitate, for it
was his friend to whom he applied.
He was not discouraged at being



refused, for he knew that his friend
could give him what he desired; he
knew his kind disposition, his readiness
to oblige; and he trusted in his friend’s
affection for him. He was not mis-
taken; he obtained all that ke asked
for. Now, my dear children, is not
our God a better friend than any we
can have in this world ? Is there any
of our friends, even the best we bave,
who would lay down his life for us?
Would any one offer to bear the wrath
of God forus? Yet our Saviour bore
this, when he was nailed to the cross.
Again, can there be a friend richer or
more powerful than he is? Think for
a moment, what are the riches of this
world when compared with the trea-
sures ot his love? And do not let us
torget that our friend is not only thus
able to give exceeding abundantly
above all we can ask or think, but he
18 also ready and willing so to do. He
will withhold nothing that is for their
good from those who really seek him.
He is always ready to hear ; times and
seasons are alike to him; I say this,
my children, knowing that what I say
is true ; his ears are always open to
our prayers, he is always ready to
hearken uute us, and to bless us. Re-
member what he has done for us in
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times past. Last year, when I had no
work, he heard and answered us; the
same day he sent us employment. My
dear children, look to the Saviour; he
has said that he will give his Hc'y
Spirit to those who ask him ; apply 1
vour Heavenly Father as you would to
me. Perbaps I do not attend to yoa
directly, but you are not afraid to ask
again, till your desires are attended to.
Plead thus with your Heavenly Fa-
ther ; he will hear and will answer
you ; earnestly do I entreat him that
you may be led to seek him early.”
(Rroy, vail. 7))

A respectable female, one of the
party, who was their aunt added a few
words of good advice ; among other
things, she told the children always to
pray at night before they got into bed ;

i JLM’W")‘ !
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for if they put it off till they lay down,

they would be tired, and would only
offer up a few unmeaning and sleepy
words. ¢ This my dear children,”
said she, *“is not praying.” The two
children thanked their aunt and father;
and, having kissed their mother, re-
tired to their little bed.

‘¢ They are not aware of their privi-
leges,” said I; < one day they will
know the advantage of having had
parents who loved the Saviour: may
He bless your endeavours to instruct
them.”

“ Amen !” said the mother. < Tt is
my earnest prayer that my dear Jenny
nmay early know what it is to seek the

Lord ; then I can leave her without
anxiety.”

ot
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¢« The blessing of the Lord,” said T,
¢ js with you; he will make your
strength equal to your day.”

“ Yes,” said the watchmaker, ¢ the
Lord is our Shepherd ; he crowneth us
with loving-kindness and tender mer-
cies.”

At this, the person who sat next me
touched me ; and said in a low voice,
“Thus is he supported under affliction ;
no one can be in greater difficulties,—
they literally are in want of every
thing.”

“ My good friend,” said I, ¢ have
you long held these sentiments ? What
first led you to this way of thinking ?”

¢ Sir, I will tell you as briefly as I
can, since you wish to know the par-
culars.”

CHAPTER VI.

HisTORY OF AN ARTISAN

« 71 was brought up to the watch
making business,—first errand boy,
then apprentice, afterwards a journey-
man, in a considerable manufactory.
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But, alas! I wassc weely atall instruct-
ed in the principk s of religion - my
parents were poor, . '\nd they were glad
to find a place for me as soon as I
could earn a trifle. My master taught
nie nothing except my business; and
although my memory was good, and
retained what little I had learned, it
was very little indeed. I was like the
generality of mechanics, disorderly
and irreligious : I'laughed at the Bible,
though I had hardly ever looked in it;
while the blasphemies of Paine and
Voltaire, and other works of a licen-
tious and impure description, were my
delight. T was a skilful workman, and
earned a good deal of money, but I
squandered all away as fast as I re-
ceived it: the public house was my
daily resort. In a word, I was just the
thoughtless wicked being which most
of our artisans are, careless of the mor-
vow, and indifferent as to the con-
cerns of my soul.

“ This was the wretched course in
which I lived, when I married my dear
wife ; she was then ignorant of the
Saviour, buw she had been regularly
brought up and instructed by her pa-
rents ; in course, she was much grieved
at my conduct; and often mildly and
caraestly urged me to reform. 1 could
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not but acknowledge the truth of what
she said, and a thousand times deter-
mined to lead a new life. But, Sir,
who can change his own heart, or re-
form his conduci, when he sets about
it in his own strength? My old habits
and- companions all conspired to retain
me in their bands,—I could not extri-
cate myself, but plunged again and
again into sin and folly.

¢ j was a husband and a father, but
cared not for wife or child. I was
always unhappy and discontented:
and when I returned home, it was
only to wreak upon my patient com-
panion those tempers which were the
consequence of my own ill conduct.
O Sir, are you at all acquainted with
the families of our mechanics ? If so, I
need not attempt to describe the dis-
cord, the misery, and wretchedness,
which so often trouble them, or to paint
the consequences which ensue.

¢ Thus passed ten mig<rable years.
I was an unkind husband, an irreligious
father. This brief description at once
tells you our wretchedness. Further
detail is unnecessary. ¢ There is no
peace, saith my God, to the wicked.
(Isaiah lvii. 21.) Infidels may say
what they please, but I know it is so :
I speak from bitter experieunce ; it ia

Q
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impossible to number the tears of
affliction which arc shed in any one
family who live without God in the
world. Where the love of the Saviour
abideth mnot, there is wrath, envy,
hatred, malice, and all uncharitable-
ness; in a word, itis a hell upon earth.
Oh, that my deal wife could forget
those years of ‘pain and suffering ; the
remembrance of them is a burthen
which would overwhelm me, did not T
remiember that the loving-kindness
and tender mercy of the Saviour is
greater than our sins. Oh!” saia he,
turning to his wife, ¢ have you, can
you, forget these thlngs %

“ My dear,” replied this excelient
woman, ‘ can your wife remember
what our Heavenly Father has declared
that he has forgotten 2

*“ What do I not owe to you ?” said
be. ¢ Thus it is, Sir, that she always
supports me ; ber example, and above
all, her prayers, have indeed been
blessed to my soul.

“ About three years ago, I observed
that my wife had seme new acquaint-
unce ; there was evidently a change in
ber; -she appeared more anxious
about religion, and I found that she
attended public worship more fre-
qguently. I spoke to her about this;



she answered me by asking me to go
with her some day. I strove to find
fault with her, but her conduct, always
kind, and affectionate, and obedient,
was now more so than ever. About
this time I was visited with a severe
illness, the consequence of my ex-
cesses.

¢ Death stared me in the face ; my
sins crowded into my recollection ;
horrible dread overwheimed me. [
entreated my wife and her friends to
pray for my soul. Never shall I for-
get her joy when she heard this re-
quest. From that moment she seemed
more at ease when talking with me.
She read to me from the Bible, and

c2
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‘often conversed about serious things,
and T was filled with apprehensions of
the wrath of God. Thismade me more
desirous to recover, that T might have
time and opportunity to do away my
past sins, by more correct conduct in
future ; and I thought that if T did so,
I should be sure to go to heaven. Oh,
how far was I from the knowledge of
the Gospel ! my wife had often told me
the glad tidings which it reveals, but
my heart was yet too hard, and (vile
as I was) too full of self-righteousness
10 submit to a Saviour, and desire par-
don through Him.

‘T continued weak for a 1ong time,
which gave me much opportunity for
jeflection ; but as I grew stronger, the
natural enmity of my heart against re-
ligion was again manifested. I endea-
voured to drive away these thoughts,
and now became more averse than
ever to my wife’s proceedings; and
one day, when she asked me to accom-
pany her to public worship, I broke
out 1nto a fit of passion, and declared,
that, if she said another word on the
subject, T would throwall her books be-
hind the fire. My poor wife, as you may
suppose, was much grieved ; her only
comfort was, that her daughter began
to seek the knowledge of the Saviour.



¢ Some months afterwards, one of
my companions in sin died. His end
was dreadful. I was present during
his last moments, and often thought
upon what I then witnessed. One
evening I was walking in the fields,
when a person passed me, and put a
little tract into my hand, saying, ¢ My
friend, this little book is worth your
attention.” I took it, and began to read

To my surprise, T found it contained
a short and earnest address upon death
and judgment ; it shewed me the dan-
ger of my state, and pointed out the
only remedy whereby I could escape,
and earnestly called upon the readers
to seek this remedy, and fly to Christ
for pardon of their sins. I still endea-
voured to diive away these thonghts.
but could not.
o3



« QOne evening, as I wandered
anroad, 1 heard a person, who was
walking before me, czll to another ;
and, puinting to some people who were
entering a place of warship, he ex-
glaimed, ¢ There, Tom, are the godly
vues ! Have you a mind to go and be
made a saint ¢’

¢« These words (I knew not why)
excited my curiosity : I ertered the
place, and sat down ; the service had
wiready begun, and the minister was
in his prayer before sermon. Never
shall I forget the impression his words
made upou me,—they pierced my
heart and soul; I could think of nc-
thing but my wretched state, and the
wrath of God which I so justly .de-
served.
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¢ 1 did not tell my wife what was
passing in my mind, but waited with
impatience for the Wednesday follow-
ing, when there would be service again.
As I entered, I saw my wife and
daughter ; the latter soon perceived
me, and told her mother. They looked
round, and their countenances declared
the joy with which their hearts were
filled at seeing me there, The minister
who preached had chosen for his text,
¢ Behold the Lamb of God that taketh
away the sins of the world,” John i. 29,
The picture which he drew of the
state of man, lost and ruined by sin,
and filled with enmity against God,
seemed as if intended for me. [ could
not but see my own likeness; and
from that moment I felt that I could
not obtain salvation, unless it were
given me from above. I now wasy
really filled with anxiety respecting
my soul.

“ My wife and daughter followed
me in silence, when the service was
over. I saw they were afraid to speak
to me, and I said to them, ¢ I see you
are afraid of me, and 1 do not wonder ;
for I now see what a monster of
miquity I am.” At these words they
endeavoured to console me. My wife
said, ¢ Oh, do not despair; seek the

C 4



L.ord, and he will be found : cast your .
burthen upon him, and he will sustain
you, He: can heal your soul. Yes,
Jesus himself now invites you: oh, do

not hesitate, but cast yourself upon
him ; with him is mercy and forgive-
ness.’

. Need I add any further particu-
lars ? The Holy Spirit has been pleased
to lead me to the knowledge of Christ,
to teach me the value of his salvation,
and to show me what the Saviour
has done and suffered to bring us near
to God.
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“ This now appears clear to me
but the Holy Spirit alone could teach
me that Christ has suffered for me, the
just for the unjust; that he has borne
my sins in his own body on the tree ;
and that the chastisewent ofmy iniquity
is upon him. When I was first led to
feel that he gave himself for my sins,
(see Gal. i. 4,) then my sins became
hateful to me; I felt that they had
nxiled him to the cross, and I earnestly
desired to be enabled to dedicate my-
self to his service, and to live to him
who died for me.

¢ I may truly say that my experience
since that time, has been one of peace
and joy. Thanks be to the Lord, who
gave me, in my dear wife, a faithful
guide and counsellor, to whorm I could
always resort. We have not been
without our trials ; you know, Sir, that-
those who seek to walk in the paths of
the Lord, must expect to meet with op-
position from the world. My former
connexions have endeavoured to trou-
ble me as much as they could, they
accuse me of hypocrisy, and uttes
many falsities about me. It has beeg
my lot more than once to be employed
by masters who required me to work
on the Lord’s day : this I could no
do, and they bave taken their work



42

trom me. Often have T been tempted
to say, * Wherewithal shall we be cloth-
ed and fed ? But I have always had
reason to take shame to myself, for
my unbelief ; and the many mercies I
have experienced prove to me thaf the
Lord will not forsake those whom he
calls his own.”

“ No,” said I, ¢ he will not leave
you,—he cannot forget his people ; he
is faithful, and his word of promise
standeth sure. Christ has given himself
for you, and in possessing him you
have received all things; being heirs
ot God, and joint heirs with Christ.”
(Rom. viii. 17.)

It was now late,—we took leave of
the poor watchmaker, saying we would
call upon him the next morning.
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CHAPTER VII.

REFLECTIONS.

« WgLL,” said my friend, when we
were in the street, ¢ this passes all
that I could have supposed. This, then,
is one of those men who are called
enthusiasts, knaves, hypocrites, and
even accused of licentious conduct.
Would to God that we were all like
this man !”’

¢« Y ounow see,” said I, “ the mistaken
notion the world entertains of these
people, and you now are aware how
falsely they are accused : these accusa-
tions are made because the carnal mind
is at enmity against God. The natu-
ral man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness
to him ; neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned,
(1 Cor. ii. 14.) The world hateth them,
as it hateth their Lord and Master.”

¢« T am most surprised,” said my
friend, ¢ to observe the remarkable
effects of these doctrines. I have seen
this man without disguise. I have
witnessed his conduct, and I cannot
but judge of the excellency of what
he professes by what 1 have seen him
practice. ! have been mistaken indesd
in ny ideas about these people.”



T trust God has caused you to see
your error; inquire for yourself, seek
direction from his Holy Spirit, and
remember that it is not a matter of
cariosity, but one of infinite import-
ance ; your everlasting happiness or
misery depends thereon. May He
direct you, and lead you to that know-
ledge which alone can make wise to
salvation. I once was as you have
been till now,—an enemy of the people
of God. But he is rich in mercy.
He sought me while afar off. He
showed me the exceeding riches of his
love, and enabled me to draw near to
him, with joy and peace in believing.
Oh, may this be your case. Seek the
Lord while he may be found; call
npon him while he is near; lay hold
upon the hope set before you. Forget
not what you have seen aud heard
to-day. May it ever be imprinted
upon your mind. Adieu! To-morrow
morning we will call again upon our
poor watchmaker.”
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CHAPTER VIIL.

BETTER DAvys,

“ See how they love one another,’
This was said of the first Christians.
That divine love, which cometh from
above, will ever shine with brightness
in the children of God. It is the sure
matk and seal whereby they are known
among men ; the Spirit of God has
impressed this upon them. Blessed is
the man who has tasted of the Saviour’s
love, happy is the family where His
love is the bond of union.

It was exemplified in the poor watch-
malzer and his family ; there all was
love, peace, and union, regulating all
their proccedipgs, and influencing cach
individual. The tone of their voices,
their looks, their behaviour to each
other, all were good, affectionate, and
kind. T never saw in any family such
patience and kind attention frem pa-
rents to children, nor did I ever see
equal respect, submission, ready obedi-
ence, and docility, from children tc
parents. The love of God enlivened
their hearts, and the influence of hig
Holy Spurit produced these effects.

When we entered his room, we found
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the watchmaker engaged in instructing
a young manin one of the more difficult
operations of his business ; on inquiry
we found he was a poor orphan, the
son of a pious friend lately deceased,
who had literally left his child to the
care of Providence; and He who
careth for the fatherless had inclined
the heart of this poor man, to take the
lad under his care, and to share his
scanty pittance with him, feeding his
soul at the same time with the hread
oflife: for those whose situation would
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seem to render them unable to assist
others, oiten engage in acts of charity,
which should put many a more wealthy
professor to the blush.

After a short conversation, ‘¢ My
friend,” said I, ¢ how are you off for
work ? could you finish some watches
for me ?”

My inquiry struck him with sur-
prise,—tears stood in his eyes,—he
clasped his hands, and exclaimed,
¢ Sir, God has sent you to us; I am
quite out of work.”

“ So I understood ; I was tuld your
employer had dismissed you, because
you would not work on Sunday.”

¢ ’Tis too true : Alas ! Sir, he knows
no better,.—I muyself did the same to
a polisher hardly a year ago. God
vould haveusall kindly compassionate
one to another. He alone can incline
our hearts to keep his law.”

« Worthy man,” said my companion,
«“ 1 trust I have received good to my
soul, from what I have heard and seen
of you.”

¢ How can this be ?”

“ He was ;” said I, ¢ one who was
wise and righteous in his own eyes:
now he begins to see his own state, and
his need of a Saviour, and perceives
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the false notions he entertained of the
yeople of God.”

““ May God of his infinite mercy,
pless you,” said the poor watchmaker ;

may the seed take deep root down-
ward, and bring forth much fruit up-
ward ; his ways ave ways of pleasant-
ness, and all his paths are peace.””

It is now time to finish my narrative;
and may the truths set forth in this
ittle book be impressed upon your
neart and mine, dear reader. Remem-
ber that “ the Lord is nigh unto all
them that call upon him in truth. He
will fulfil the desire of them that fear
him ; he also will hear their cry, and
will save them.” (Psalm cxlv. 18, 19.)

Yor the original of this Tract, the reader
is referred to “ Le pauvre Horloger
de Géneve,” written by the Rev. C.
Mulan ; but these pages are not offered
as a literal or close translation.
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'O may my heart, by grace renew’d,

Rericiox is the chief concern
Of mortals here below ;

May I its great importance learn,
Iis sov'reign virtug know ¥

More needful this, than glitt'ring
wealth, i
Or ought the wor.d bestows ;
Not reputation, foud, or health,
Can give us such repose.
Religion should our thoughts engage,
Amidst our youthful bloom :
"Twill fit us for declining &ge,
And for the awful ton:l.

Be my Redeemer’s throne
And be my stubborn will subdu'd,
His government to own.




