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Shepher& | of | S'éli{bury Pi’ain,_ _‘

EPIA RT: 114 1
: AMwallmgtoiaope that my readers will
not be forry to hear fome farther parti-

culars, of their old acquaintance the Shep- _ |

herd of  Sakifbury Plain. They will call
to mind, that at the end of the firlt part, he
was returning home full of gratitude for the
favours he had received from Mr. Johnfon,
whom we left purfuing his journey, after
having promifed. to : make a vifit to the -
Shepherd’s Cottage, ...+ - . :

Mr. Johnfon after having paffed fome
time with his friend, fat out on his return to
Salifbury, and on the Saturday evening
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reached a very fmall'inn, a mile or two dif-
tant from the Shepherd’s Village; for he
never travelled on a Sunday. He went the
next morning to the: Church neareft the
houfe where be had paffed the night; and
after taking fuch! refrefhment as, he could
‘get at that houfe, he walked on to find out
the Shepherd’s cottage.. - His reafon for vi-
fiting him on a Sunday was chiefly, beeaule
he fuppofed it to be theionly day which the
Shepherd’s employment allowed him to pals
at home with his family, and ‘as Mr. John-
{fon had been firuck with his talk he thought
it would be neither unpleafant nor unprofit-
. able to obferve how a Man who carried fuch
an appearance of piety fpent his' Sumday;
for though he! was fo low in the world, this
Gentléman was’ not ‘above entering' very’
clofely ' into “his charaétér, of which' ‘he
thought he fhould be’able'to form‘a better
judgment,' by’ fecing s¢hether his prattice at
home kept pacé with his profeffions ‘abroad:’
For it is not{fo much by obferving how peo-
ple talk, as how they live, that we ought to
judge of their charatters,

4 Aftey
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After a pleafant. walk, Mr. Jobnfon' gdot
within fight of the cottage, to which he was
direéted by the clump of hawthorns and the
broken chimney:  He wifhed to take the
family by furprife; and walking gently up
to the houfe he ftood awhile to liften. 'The
door being half open, he faw the Shepherd,
(who looked fo refpettable in his Sunday
Coat that he fhould hardly have known him)
his Wife, ‘and their numerous young fami-
ly, drawing round. thejr little  table, which
was covered ' with a clean though very
coatfe ‘cloth: ~ There ftood on ‘it a large
difhi ‘of potatoes, a brown pitcher, and a
piece of doarfe loaf. ~ The wife and chil-
dren ftood in filent attention,  while, the-
Sheplicrd with uplifted hands and eyes, de-
voutly begged the blefling of ‘heaven on
their homely fare. Mr. Johnfon could not
help fighing to reflett that he had fometimes
{feen better d’i_‘n'ng_fs _eaten with lefs appear-
ance of thankfulpefs. — '
 The Shepherd and ‘lﬁii’s'\Wifé"t‘hé!n"'ﬁ‘it down.
with great. {eeming cheerfulnefs,, but the
cliildren ftood; and while the mother was
helping them, little frefh-coloured " Molly
: A3 , “ who



L,

who had picked the wool from the bufhes
with fo_much delight, cricd out, ¢ Father,.
I with I was big enough to fay grace, I am
fure I Thould fay 1t very, heartily to day, for
I was thinking what mult - poor people - do
who have no falt to their potatoes, and do
but “look, our difh is’ quite-full.”"—¢ That
i§ the true way of thinking, Molly,” fad the
Father; ¢ in whatever | concerns bodily.
wants and bodily comforts, it is our duty to
compare our own lot with the lot of thofe who
are worfe off, and this will keep us thankful;
On the other hand, whenever we are tempt-
ed to fet up our own wifdom or goodnefs,
~we muft compare ourfelves with thofe who'
are, wifer and better. and that will keep us
humble.” Molly was now fo hungry, and
found the potatoes fo good, that fhe had no
time  to make any more remarks but was
devouring her dinner very heartily, when
the barking of the great dog drew her atten.
tion from her trencher to ,the door, and
{pying the ﬁrar_lgfer, fhe cried out, «look -
- father, fee here, 1 yonder is not the good
Gentleman.” Mr. Johnfon finding himfelf
difcovered,  immediately, walked m, and
was heartily welcomed by the ‘honeft Shep-
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herd, who told his wife that this was the
Gentleman to whom they were fo much
obliged. : ¥e : (o

- The good Woman began, as fome ve

neat people are rather too ‘apt to do, with
making many apologies that her houfe was
not cleaner; and that things were notin fit-
ter order to receive fuch a Gentleman. Mr.
Johnfon however, on looking round, could
difcover nothing:but the moft - perfe&t neat-
-nefs.  The trenchers on which ‘they . were
eating were almoft as ‘white as  their linen ;
ard notwithftanding the number and fmall-
nefs of the children, there was not the leaft
appearance of dirt or litter.  The furniture
was very fimple and poor, hardly  indeed
amounting to bare neceflaries. - It confifted
of four brown wooden chairs, which, by
conftant rubbing were become as bright (as
a looking glafs ; ‘an iron pot and kettle; a "
poor old grate which {carcely held a hand-
tul of coals, and out of which the little fire
that had been in it appeared to have been
taken, as foon as'it had anfwered  the end
for which it had been lighted, that of boiling
their potatoes, Over the chimney flood an

A 4 - old
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old fafhionéd broad bright! candleftick, and
a ftall - brighter fpit; ‘it was pretty clear that
this laft was kept rather for ornament than
ufe. An old carved elbow chair, and a
cheft of the fame date which’ ftood in ‘the
corner, were confidered as the moft wvalua-
ble part of the Shepherd’s goods, having
been in his family for three generations.
But all thefe were lightly efteemed by him,
in comparifon of another poffeffion, which
added to the above made: up the whole of
what he had.inherited from. his father; and
which laft: he would not have parted with,
if no other could have bgen had for a king’s
ranfom : this was a large: old Bible, which
lay on;the window {eat, neatly covered with
brown cloth, varioufly patched. This fa-
cred! book! was moft: reverendly preferved
from dog’s ears, dint, ‘and every other: in-
jury, but fuch as time and much: ufe. had
- madé, ‘it fuffer: in {pite ' of  care. = On the
clean white walls was pafted; a hymn on the
Crugcifixion of our Saviour, a print of the
Prodigal Son, the Shepherd’s Hymn, anda
- New Hiftogy of a. True Book: ‘

/s After
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 Afier thie firft falutations; were overy: Mr,
Johnfon faid, that if they would go on
quietly with their dinnér hie' would fit down:
Though a good deal afltamed, they thought
it more refpettful to obeyAthei-‘Gentlemam
who having caft his eye on their {lender
provifions; gently rebuked. the Shepherd
for not having indulged: himfelf, as it~ was
Sunday, with a moxfel of Bacon to relifh
his Potato¢s.  The: Shepherd faid nothing,
but poor Mary coloured and hung down
her head, faying, ¢ indeed, Sir, it ‘1s not
my fault, 1 did beg my hufband to allow
himfelf a bit of meat to;day outof your
honour’s bounty ; but he was too good to
do it, and it is all for my fake.” “The Shep-
herd feemed unwilling to come to an ex-
planation, but Mr.. Johnfon defired Mary
10 go on. .So the continued, ¢ you muft
- know. Sir, that both of ,us néxt to-a fin,
dread a debt, and iindéed in fome cales a
debt is: a fins but with all our care and
_pains we have never beenable quite to pay
off the Do&ot’s billy ifor that bad fit: of the :

Rheumatifin which I had laft: winter.. - Now
- when you were plealed to givermy, hufband
that kind prefent the other day, I hcartily
i (g1 B defired
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defired him to buy a bit of meat for Sunday,
as. I faid before, that he might have a little
refrefhinent for himfelf ‘out of your kind-
nefs. But anfwered he, Mary, it 1s never out
of my mind long togetherithat we ftill owe
a few fhillingsito the Do&or, (and thank
God itis all we did owe in the world.) Now
if I carry him this money diretly it will not.
only fhow him our honefty and our good
will; but it will be: an encouragement  to
him to come to you another time in cafe you
fhould be taken once more in fuch a bad fit;
tor I muft own, added my poor hufband, that
the thought of your being fo terribly  ill
without any help, is' the only misfortune
that I want courage to face.”

- Here the grateful woman’s tears ran down
fo faft that {he could not go on.  She wip-
ed them with the corner of her apron, and
humbly begged pardon for making fo free.
¢ Indeed Sir,” faid the Shepherd, <though
my wife is full as unwilling to be in delt
as myfelf, yet I ‘could ‘hardly prevail on
her to confent to' my paying this money
juft then, becaufe fhe faid it was hard I
fhould not have a tafte of the Gentleman's

' bounty
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bounty ' myfelf. ' But for once,” Sir, 1
would have my own way. For you muft
know, as I pals beft part of my time alone,
tending my fheep, ’tis a great point with
me, Sir, to get comfortable matter for my
own thoughts; fo 'that ’tis rather félf intercft
in me to'allow mylelf in"'no'pleafures and
no prattices that. wo'nt bear’ thinking' on
overand over.  For when one is a good
deal " alone you know, Sir, all one’s bad
“deeds do o rufh in upon one,’as I ‘may
fay, and {o torment one, that there is'n)
true comfort'to be had but' in' keeping
clear of wrong doings, and falfe pleafures;
and that I fuppofe may be one reafon wh
{omany folks hate to’ ftay a bit by them-
felves.—But as I was faying—when I came
to think the matter over on the hill yonder,
faid I to myfelf, a good dinner is a ‘good
thing T grant, and yet it will"be but cold
comfort to me a week after, to" be able’ to
fay—to be fure T had ‘a nice fhdulder of
mutton laft ‘Sunday for dinner, thanks to
the good Gentléman, but then 1 am in
“debt.—T had a rare dinner, that’s certain,
but the pleafure of that has long been over,
and the debt fll remains, I have ‘fpent
A 6 the
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~¢he crown, and now if my poor wife thould °
be taken in one of thofe fiss again, die fhe
muft, unlefs God work a miracle to pre-
vent it, for I can get no help for ber. This
thought fettled all; and I fet off direétly
and paid;the crown to the Dottor with as
much chearfulnefs as I fhould have felt on
fitting down to the fatteft thoulder of mut-
ton that ever was roafted. And if I was
contented at the time, think how much
more. happy 1 bave been at the re-
membrance ! O Sir, there are no plea-
{ures worth the name but fuch as bring no
‘plaguc or penitence after them.”

Mr. Johnfon was fatisfied with the Shep-
herd’s reafons; and agreed that though a
good dinner was not to be defpifed, yet it
was not worthy, to be compared with a con-
tented Mind which (as the Bible truly fays)
is a continual feaft. ¢ But come faid the
good Gentleman what have we got in this
brown mug?’ ¢ As good water, faid the
Shepherd, as any in the king’s dominions.
I have heard of countries beyond fea in
which there is no wholefome water; nay,
I have been myfelf in a great town not far
off where they arc obliged to buy all the

watcr
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water they get, while a'.good Providence
fends to my very door a {pring as clear and
fine as Jacob’s well. When 1 am tempted
to repine that 1 have often no other drink,
I call to mind, that it was nothing better
than a cup of cold water which the woman
_of Samaria drew for the greateft gueft that
ever vifited this world,” ,

« Very well, replied Mr. Johnfon; but
- as your honelty has made you prefera poor
meal to being in debt, I will at leaft {fend
and get fomething for you to drink. 1 faw
a little public-houfe jult by the church, as
I came along.  Let that little rofy-faced
fellow fetch a mug of beer.” So faying, he
 Jooked full at the Boy who did net offer to
{tir; but caft an eye at his father to know
what he was to do. ¢ Sir, faid the Shep-
herd, I hope we fhall not appear ungrate-
ful, if we feem to refufe your favour; my
little boy would, I am fure, fly to lexrve
you on any other oecafion. But, good Sir,
it is Sunday, and fhould any of my family
be feen at a Public-houfe on a Sabbath-day,
it would be amuch greater grief to me than
to drink water all my life. I am often
talking againft thefe doings to others, and if
| ¥ | - 1 {hould
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‘I fhould fay oné thing and do another, " yot
~can’t think what an advantage it would give
-many of my neighbours over me, who
‘would be glad enough to report that they
“caught the Shepherd’s Son at the Ale-houle,
withott-explaining how it happencd. = Chrif:
‘tians' you - know, Sir, muft 'be doubly
watchful, orthey will not only bring dif-
‘grace on themfelves, but what is much
~worfe, on that holy name by which they
-are called.” " » -
¢ Are younet alittle too cautious, my ho-
- neft friend,” faid ‘Mr. Johnfon. ¢« ] humbly
afk your pardon,’ Sir, replied the Shep-
herd, if I think that is impoffible. In my
poor notton I no more underftand how a
man can be too cautious, than how he can
‘be too ftrong, ortoo healthy.”

“ You are right indeed, faid Mr. John-
fon, as a general principle, but this ftruck
‘e as a very imall thing.” < Sir, faid the
Shepherd, I am afraid you will think me
‘very bold, but you encourage me to Apeak
out.,”—¢ "Tis what I with, faid the Gentle-
man.” ¢ Then, Sir, refumed the Shep-
herd, ‘1 doubt, if where there is a tempta-
ton ta do wrong any thing can' e called

: ' y fmall
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fmall; that is, in fhort, if there is any
fuch thing as a fmall wilful fin, A poor
man like me is feldom called out to do.
great things, fothat itis not by a few great
deeds his charater can bé judged by his
neighbours, but by the little round of dai-
ly cuftoms he allows himfelf in.—while
they were thus talking, the children who.
had ftood very quietly behind, and had not
{tirred a foot, now began to {camper about
all at once, and In a moment ran to the
window-feat to pick up their little old bats.
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Mr. Johnfon looked furprifed at this dif.
turbance ; the Shepherd afked his pardon,
telling him it was the found of ‘the Church
Bell which had been the caufe of their rude-
nefs; for their Mother had brought them’
up with fuch a fear' of being too” late for
Church, thatit was but who could catch
the firft firoke of the bell, and be firft rea-
dy. He had always taught them to think
that nothing was more indecent than to get
into Church after it was begun; for as the
fervice opened with an exhortation to re-
pentance, and a confeffion of fin, it looked
very prefumptuous not to be reaéy to  join
in it; it looked as if people did not feel
themfelves to be finners.. And though
fuch as lived at a great diftance might plead
‘difference of clocks as an excufe, yet thofe
who lived within the found of the bell,
could pretend neither ‘ignorance nor mif.
gke.” ' K

Mary and her children fet forward.. Mr,
Johnfon and the Shepherd followed, tak:
mng care to talk the whele way on fuch
£ ‘ ~ fubjeéts

PR '
R



:E A7 I

fubje@siagmight fit them for the folemn
duties ‘of ithe: place to which they werg:
going. ¢ I have often been' forry “to ob.
ferve, faid Mr. Johnfon, that many who -
are reckoned decent;| good kind of people,
and who would on no account meglett go-
ing to chiirchy yet feemoto. cdre but little
in what frame or'temper. ‘of ‘mind ‘they go’
thither. : They will ‘talk of> their worldly
concerns till they get-within the door,  and’
then take them up again the’ very mintte

. the fermon is over, which makes me ready

to fear they: lay ‘too much firels on the
mere form of/gaing to a placeiof worfhip.
Now for my!part, Talways find that it re-
quires a little time to bring my mind inte
a ftate fit to do any common bufinefs welly
miich more this 'great and moft neceflary
bufinefs ofall.,” % Yes, Sir, faid the Shep=
herd, and then 1 think too'how bufy 1
fhould be in preparing my mind, if 1 'was
_going into the prefence of a great gentle-
many or a' Lordy or-the Kingj and fhall,
the king of kings be ‘treated with lefs’ rels
pelt? ( Befides omc likes tofec people feel
as if going to Church was a thing ef choice
and pleaturey as well as a daty, and t}lliatv
O hey



[ 18 ]

they were "as defirous not to be the faft:
there, as they would be if [they were going
to'a feadt or aifair. % it n et G

After fervice, Mr. Jenkins, the Clergy-
man, who . was well acquainted - with. the
charalter of Mr. Johnfon, and had a great
refpett for him, accofted him  with : mriuch:
civility;  exprefling his' concern that he
could not enjoy juft now - fo much of his
converfation as he wifhed, as he was oblig-
ed to vifit a fick perfon at a diftance, byt
hoped to have a little talk with him before
he left the V ilage.  Aa they walked along
together, Mr. Johnfon made fuch inquiries
about’ the Shepherd; as ferved to confirm
him in the high opinion he entertained of
his. piety, goodenfe, indultry and felf-
denial. . They paried, the Clergyman pro-
miling to call in at the Cottage 1 his way’
home. i 4

The Shepberd, who took it for granted
that Mr. Johnlon wasgone to the Parfon-
age, walked home 'with his wife and chils
dren, and wasbeginning in his ufiral way (o
catechize and mdtrut his family, when Mr.

§ Johnfon

.
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]‘ohnfon ‘came iny and infifted that the Shep-
herd” dhould . go on with' hig inftruétions,
juft asif he were not there. This Gentle-
‘man who ias: very defirous of 'being ufeful
to his own Servants and work—men i the
way of religious:inftrition, was {ometimes
Aorry tofind that ‘though he took: a good
«deal of painsy they did not now: and then
‘quite underftand him, for though his mean-
ing was very . good, his language was not
‘always very plain; and sthough the things
-hefaid where not hard:to ‘be underftood,
~yet the words were, efpecially-to fuch s
were very ignorant.:; And he riow began to
find out that if people” were ever. 'fo = wife
and good, yet if they had not a fimple,
aorceable and familiar: way' of exprefling
themfelv es, fomei of -their plain hearers
would not be much the better-for them,
. For this.reafon he was not above: liftening
‘tothe plain, humble s way in which this
Honeft ‘man taught his family, for though
he knew that he ‘himfelf had many advan-
tages over the Shepherd, had more learning
and could teach thim 'many: things, yet he
wds not 106 proud to: learn even of forpoor
. ' QI a6 And@ RO K wa Mdn,
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2 Man, in-any point where he thought thc
Shepherd might have the advantage of him.
' This Gentlemanwas much pleafed with

the knowledge and piety he difcovered in
the anfwers of the children;  and defired the
. ‘Shepherd tortell him how he contrived 1o
ketp npafenfe of divine things in his own
mind and in that of his family wita fo little
tetfure and fo litle reading. « O as to
that, ‘Str, faid the Shepherd, we do mnot
read mich except in one book to be fure;
but by hearty prayer for God's bleffing on
the ufe of that book, what little knowledge
is needful feems to come of courfe, as it
were. And my chief ftudy has been to
bring the fruits of the Sunday reading into
the week’s bufinefs, and to keep up the
fame {enfe of Gop inthe heart, when the
Bible is in the cupboard ‘ag when it is in
the hand. In fhort, to apply whet I read

in the book, to what I ‘meet with in the
Field.” |

1 don’t quite underftand you, faid Mr.
Johnfon.” - ¢ Sir, replied the Shepherd, I
have byt a poor gift at eonveying thefe
: things
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things to others, though I have much com-
fort from them inmy ownmind; butlam
fure that the moft ignorant and hard work-
ing people, who are in earneft about their

& A

falvation, may help to keep up devout
thoughts and good affe€tions during the
week, thoughthey have hardly any time to
look at 2 book.—And it will help them to
keep out bad thoughts; too. which is ‘0o
fmall matter. But then they muft know
the Bible; they muft have read the word of-
God: that is a kind of ftock in trade for a
Chriftian to fet up with; and itis this which
makes me fo diligent 1n teaching 1t to my
children ; and even in ftoring their memo-
ries with Pfalms and Chapters. This 1s a
great help’ to a poor hard working Man,
who will hardly meet with any thing but
what he may turn to fome good account.
If one lives in the fear and the love of Gony
almoft every thing one fees abroad will teach
one to adore his power and goodnefs, and
bring to mind {ome textsof Scripture, which
fhall fill the heart with thankfulnefs, and
the mouth with praife. ' When I look up-
wards the Heavens declare the glory of
God; and fhall I be filent and ungrateful ?

Y
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if I'look round and fee the Valleys ftanding
thick with Corn, how cen'I help ‘bleffing
that Power who giveth me all things rich-
by to enjoy? 1 may learn gratitudé’ from
the bealts of the Field; for tlie” Ox knoweth
his Quwner, and the Afs his Mafter's Crib,
and fhall a Chriftian wot know, fhall a
Chiiftian not confider what great things
Gobp has done for him? I, who ama Shep-
herd, endeavour to fill my foul with a con-
ftant remembrance of that good Shepherd,
who feedeth me in green paftures, and mak-
eth me to lie down befide the flill watersy
and whofe rod and flaff comfort me. ’

“You are happy, faid Mr. Johnfon, in
this retired life by which you efcape the
corruptions of the world.” “ Sir, faid the
Shepherd, I do not efcape the corruptions
of my own evil nature. ‘Even there on
that wild folitary hill, I can find out that
my heart is prone to evil thoughts. I fup-
pofe, Sir, that different ftates have differ.
ent temptations. You great folks that live
Jn the world, perbiaps-are expofed to {ome,
of which fuch a poor man as 1 am, know .
nothing.  But to one who leads a lonely

hife
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life like me, ewil thoughts are a chief belet:
ing Sin; and I can no more withftand thefe
without the grace of God, than a rich
Gentleman can withftand the {nares of €vil
company, without the fame grace. "And I
feel that I ftand in need of God’s help con-
tinually, and if he fhould give me up to
my own evil heart I fhould be loft.

Mr. Johnfon approved of the Shepherd’s
fincerity, for he had always obferved that
where there was no humility, and no watchful-
nefs againft Sin, there was no religion, and
~ he faid that the Man who did not feel himfelf
to be afinner, in his opinion, could not be
a chriftian. :

Juftas they were in this part of their
difcourfe, Mr. Jenkins, the Clergyman
came in. After the ufual falutations, he
faid, ¢ Well Shepherd, I' wifh you joy; I
know you will be forry to gain any advan-
tage by the death of a neighbour; but old
Wilfon my Clerk, was fo infirm, and I
truft {fo well prepared, that there 1s no rea-
fon to 'be forry for his death. I have been
to pray by him, but he died while I ftaid.
I have always intendéd you fhould fiicceed

to
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fo his place; ’tis no great'matter, but every-
little is fofnethin'gg" 3 i3 ST R Y

L% No great matter,- Siry cried the Shep-
herd, indeed.it is: a great thing to me; it
willmoré than pay imy rent. Blefled be

Gono for all his goodnefs.” . Mary faid  no-

thing, but lifted up her .eyes full of tears
in filent gratitude.

“ 1 am glad of this little circumftances
faid Mr. Jenkins, not only for your fakes
but for the fake of the office itfelf.” 1o .
heartily reverence every religious inftitu-
tion, that I would never -haye even the
Amen added to the excellent prayers. of our
Church, by vain or profane lips, and 4f it
depended on me, there fhould be no fuch
thing in the land as an idle, drunken, or
irreligious  Parifh-Clerk. = Sorry I am to
fay-that this matter is not always fufficiently
attended to, and that I know fome of a
very indifferent charatter.”

- M. Johnfon now inquired of the Clergy-
man; whether there were many children 1n
the Parifh, - ¢ More'than ' you would ex-
J pe&,
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peét, replied he, from the feeming’ fmallnels
ef it, but there are fome little Hamlets
which you do not fee.” ¢ I think, return+ -
ed Mr. Johnfon, 1 recolleét that in the'con.
verfation I' had with: the Shepherd’ on the .
hill yonder, he told'me youhad no Sunday
School.” %I am forry to{ay we have none,
faid the Minifter ; 1 do what I can to 'reme-
~dy this misfortune by publie catechifing;
but having two or three Churches te ferve,
I cannot give fo much time as 1" with, to
private inftruétion;  and’ having a large
family of my own, and no' afliftance 'from
others, I have never been abie’ to eftablifh
a:8chool 10 i Db |

v r4
4 S

“There is an excellent inftitution' in
London, faid Mr, Johnfon, called the Bun«
day-School . Society, whigh' kindly * gives
books and other helps, on the application of
fuclipious Minifiers as fland in neediof their
aid, and which 1 am fure would have affitted
you, but I think we {hall be able to do
fomethinig ourfelves.—-Shepherd, condnued
he; if-I waga Kingy enddndvivin iy pows
er; to: meke youb ac ricly dnd & groatMam
with a-word: fpeakingy T weuldinot dotit

' - Thole
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- Thofe who are raifed by fome fudden firoke

muchabove the ftation mn which divine Provi-

~dence had placed them, {eldom turn out very

good, or very happy. 1 have never had
~any great things in my power, but as far as

i have been able, I have been always glad

to affift the worthy. 1 have howevér never
attempted or defired to fet any poor Man

much above his natural condition, but it is

a pleafure to me to lend him fuch affif--
~ tance, as may make that condition more
eafy to himlfelf, and to put him in a way
which fhall call him to the performance. of
more duties than perhaps he could have per-
formed without my help, and of performing
them in a better manner.—What Rent do
you pay for this Cottage ?

“ Fifty Shillings a Year, Sir.”

Itisina fad tattered condition, 1s there
not a better to behad in the Village.”

% That in which the poor Clerk lived,
faid the Clergyman, is not only more tight
and whole, but has two decent chambers,
and a very large light kitchen.”—¢ That
. will
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will be very convenient, replied Mr. John-
fon, pray what is the Rent ?” 'I',thin,k, faid>
the Shepherd, poor neighbour Wilfon, gave
fomewhat about four pounds a,year, or. it
might be guineas.”—¢ Very, well, faid. Ir.
}gohnfon, and. what will the  Clerk’s place
¢ worth,  think you?” - « About three.
pounds,” was the anfwer. '

“Now, continued Mr. Johnfon, my plan
.15, that the Shepherd fhould take that houfe
immediately ; for as the poor Man is dead,
there will be no need of waiting till quarter
day, if I make up the difference.” % True
Sir, faid Mr, Jenkins, and I am fure my
- Wife’s Father, whom I expet to-morrow,
will willingly affit a little towards buying
{fome of the Clerk’s old goods. And’ the
fooner they remove. the better, for poor
Mary caught that bad rheumatifm by fleep-
mg under a leaky thatch,” The Shepherd
was too much moved to fpeak, and Mary
could hardly fob out, * oh Sir, you are
too good, indeed this houfe’ will do ver
‘well.” It may do very well for you and
‘your children Mary, faid Mr. Johnfon,
gravely, but it will not do for a Schooll 3

the
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e Kitchen is neither large nor light enoughi.
 Shepherd, continued’ he, with your good
" Minifters leave, and kind afliftance, 1 pro-
pofe toferup-in this parifh a Sunday School,
and to make’ you the Mafter. ' It will not
at’ all ‘interfére ‘with your weekly: calling,
and'it is the only lawful way in which you
could turn the Sabbath into'a day of fome
ittle profit to your family, by doing, as I
lope, a great deal of good to the Souls of
othiers. . The reft of the week you will work
asufial. ' The difference of ‘rént between
this houfe and the: Clerk’s I'fhall ‘pay my-
{elf, for to put you into a better Houfe at

our own cxpence wouldbe no great att of .
kindnefs.-— A's for honeft Mary, who Is not
fit. for hard labour,, or any out of door
work, I propofe to endow a fmall weekly
fthool, of which fhe fhall be the Miftrefs,
and employ her notable turn to good. ac-
count; by teaching ten or & dozen girls ‘to
knit; few, {pin,, card, or any other ufeful
way of getting their bread; for all this I
fhall'only pay her the ufual price, for I am
not going to make you _r:i‘c'h.. but ufeful.” "

« Not
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% Not rich, Sir? cried the Shepherd,

How.can I ever be thankful. enough Ea

fuch bleffings ? - And will my, poorn Mary,
haye a;dry fhatqh over, her head . and fhall
I he able to {fend for the, Dottor when, I, am,
“like to lofe hex . Indeed my cup runs, over,
- with bleﬂ‘mgs, 1 hope God will give me
humjlity.” Here he and Mary looked at
each other and burft into tears, . The Gen-
tlemen faw their dlﬁrefs and kmd y, walked,
out upon the little green before the door,
that thefe honelt, peonle might give ; vent to
thelr feelmvs {f)on asithey were alone,
they crept into. one corner of the room,,
where they thought, they could not be {een
- and fell on thelr kneesy devoutly blefling
and pravano Gon for his mercigs. Never

were heartier prayers prefented than  this

grateful couple offered up for their benefac-

tors. The warmth of their gramude could,

only be equalled by the earneftnefs with
which they befought the blefling of Gon
on the work in, which, they were going to
engage.

T

The two Gentlemen now left this happy
family, and walked to the Parfonage, where
4 the
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the evemng was fpenit in a manner very edi-
fying to' Mr.’ Johnfon, ‘who' thé next’ déy
took all proper meafures for  putting ‘the'
Shepherd in immediate poHeHion of his now'
eomfortable habitation. 'Mr. Jenkinss fa-
therindaw, the worthy Gentleman who'
gave the Shephexds Wife the’ blankets, in’
the firft part of this hiftory, arrived ‘at the'
_ Parfonage before Mr. johnfon left” it, and’
-afﬁﬁed in ﬁttlng it the Clerk s Cottacre.

10

Mr ]ohnfon took his 1eave, plomxﬁnrrto
call ‘on- the worthy Minifter and his new’
Clerk once a year, in his'Summer’s journey’
over the Plain, as long a§ it fhould  pleafe
Gop to fpare ‘his ife. —W hope he will
neyer fail to give us an account of thefé
vifits which we fhall be’ glad to lay - ‘before
our readers, if they fhould- contam mﬁruc-
tion or, amu e*nent. s

2 F I jN: ‘I .Sa, A4l o) $R Y
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