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I. AM w~lling ~6 ~o,pe that my readers will 
pot b~ -forry .Jo. ,h~,a~ fome _ farther parti­

culjirs of, th~ir .qld · acquaintance tlte Sliep- _ ,1 

het~ of: Sa-njbU;ry
1

1 

Rlain. _ They will call 
to minq.. -that at the .end of th• fi.rfl p_art., he 
i.yas returning ho~_e.f~ll of gratitude fc~f: ~he , 
favours pe q_ap. receiyi~d (ro1J1. Mr., Johnfon, 
whom we ,left p~Ffu.iqg- hjs joq.rney, after 
11a~i~g pr,qmifed . tq_ · ;¥1a~1 a _ ~ifit to the -
Sheph_e_rd's Cottage. .,_' · , " 

-', ', . r1 . . , 'J I J • •' ,} ') • 

Mr. Johnfon after ,having _pa{fed fome 
thnt with his friend, fat out on his return to 
Salifbury, and on the Satusday evenmg 

A ~ reacheCi 

,I 
, 



1 ' 

- \ 

rBaehed a-very fman inn·~ a mile- or two . dif- , 
tant from the Shepherd's Village; for he 
n~ver travelled on ~-Sunday. He ·went the 
ne~t morning to the Church neareft the 
houfe where he had paffed the night; and 

. aft.fir talt.ing · .fucht refrefhment as-. he ' could. 
ge't at that houfe, he walked on to find out 

·the Shephe~d's cottage., - His reafon for vi­
fitir_!g him ·'on a Sunday was chiefly, bet::aufe 
he fuppofed it to be th¢,,on1y day.which the · 

Shepherd's empl_oyment_..allo"\'ed him to pafs 
at home with his family, and ·as Iv1r. John­
fon \lad _been firuck with hi~ talk he thought 
-it wo1:1Id ·he-neithe'r unpl~fant nor unprofit~ 

, . able to ·obferve how a Maffwho carr_ied fuch 
an appearance. of piety fpent his SuDday; 

for tho.ugh pe• w,as, ·fu· ~e)W in the_ w~rld, this 

Gentleman was~ not above- ente,:ti-ng very1 
l ~ f 

dofely I i_nto . 'his _ch~ra(ter, of which he 

thougfit-he- fho.tild bejaBI~ ·tc fon11- a better 

. judgm~nt,. by- feein_g. wheth~r ~is pr-aaice· at 

home kept-·pace with'-his-prcfeffions abroad! 

For it is notfo much by obfervings how peo­
ple t~lk, a? how they live, that we ought to 
j,udge of: their ch_ara&er-s. , • ' 

·: · • ·, \ • I Afi 
, ) 

1 · ; • . il i ' l_e,> 
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Afi.er a pleafant. walk Mr: J ohnfdn· got 

witqin !i_ght ?I the co~~age, tb w~icb he was 
drrecled' by the clump of hawthorns and the 

l?"roken chimney: He wifhed to take t~1e 

family hy furprife; and walking gently' up 
to the houfe~ he· flood awhi1e to liilen. The 
<loot being'halr'open, he fa\v the· Shepherd, 

(who looked fo refi_)eaable in his Sunday 

CoartBat he fhould ha~dly ha v'e kn<?wli him) 
his \1/'ife; and their• nuh1erotis young fami­

ly, , dra,wing, r1un~ thej_r little , tqble, which 
,va;s _ co~ered ,~1th a clean though very 

c?arfe 'd?t'.h~ _ There flood o~ · it a lar!?e. 
ddh of: pqratoes, a qrown Ritcher,. and a 

piece of coarfe· loaf.. ' The wife and chil­
dren ft?5d·. ib fileDr. ·attention, while_ the , 

She·phcrd with up}ifte·d hands and ey~s, de­

voutly begged the ~leffing __ of_ heaven qn 

t~eit _hom~ly fure. lv'.l\.
1 J9J1h/oh · could nof 

help· 'fig'hin·g to re~_eB: that lie had f9metimes· 

feen·b-d(et dinners · eaten_ with· lds_al.lpear-
anc-e of thankftilne'fs. ' I • . r . r- . 

• , • r rr .• 1 • ~ , , ·. 

. The Shepp.erd aiia;t{ts··irffe--tn.Jn~~'t cf9~h ·· 
with~ gtea-t' feetning cheerfutpefs, : but die 

chil~ren· flood; a'nd while t.hr mqtbe,.r wits · 
nelping them·, l~ttle' fre'fi1-coloured' 1 "Mhfiy 

A 3 · who 
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who had picked the wool fron1 -the bullies 
with fo . 111uch delight, cried out, . ,·, Father, . 
I wifh I was big enough_ to fay grace, I an1 
fure I fl1ould fay it very. heartily _to day_, .for 1 was thinking what muft _- poor people . 'do 
,vho have ,no folt to their potatoes, and l do 
but ~look, o_ur difl1 is . quiteJull."-" · That 
is· tfie true war of tl)inl:ung·~ fylolly,'-' faid the 
Father; ~: in w hate~er concei·ns _boFiily 
wants and bodily comforts, it is our duty to 
com.pare our own lot with the lot of thofe ·who 
are

1 ;or.fe _off, a~_d this :wi~l .keep us thankful; . 
Ori the other han_d, ,,v.he~ever we .ant tempt-· 
ed,f6 .fet up oµr _own wifdom o~ goodn~fs, _ 

' -

. we,r1nufi compare ourfelves with ·_ thofe who . 
ar'e 1 

w,ifer and better . . and that ,viU keep qs 
humble.H Molly was, now fo hungry, and 
f?un1 the. pot~toes fo gooq: that_ fh~ had _no 
tu:n.e , to make ~ny more rem_a1:ks; ~ut was 

, qe,;·ouring her -·dinner very ·heartily, when 
the b~r~iqg of the great d.og drew her atten­
tion from "her trencher to the door, and 
f pying the - ftran.ger, fhe cried out, (;' look .. 
father, foe here,. if yond~r is not_ the o-ood 
G~ntle~an. ". ·Mr. J ohnT011 finding hi~felf 
difcov_ered~ .. immeqiately. wa1ked in, and 
i,v~~ heartily we~come~ by ~he . hone!l _ Shep-, . . · · _ · herd, l• 
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herd, who told his w.ife that this was the· 
Gentleman ,o whom they were !o much 
obli.ged. 

· The good W omarr began, as fome very 
n_eat people are rather too ·apt to do, with 
making many apologies that her houf e was ,,. 
-not cleaner, and that things were not in fit-
ter 0rcler to re-cei.ve f uch a Gentleman. Mr • 
.J.ohnfon however, on looking .round, could . 
difcover nothing, but• the moft . per.fea neat-

- nefs. -The tre·nchers on which they . were 
eating were alrnofl: as white as their linen; 
ar.d notwithftandiFlg the number and .fmall­
nefs of the children, there was not the leaft 
appearance of dirt or littei:. The furniture 
was very fimple and pooT, hardly . indeed 
a1nountin-g to bare neceffariies . . I.t -confifted 
of four brown wooden chairs, which, ,by 
conftant ruhb-ing w~re become as ,br,ight as 
a lo©king glafs ; an iron pot and lrnttle; a · 
poor old grate which fcarcely held a hand­
ful of ooals, and out .of which the little fire 
that had been in it 

1
appeared to-have been 

taken, as foon as, it had. anfwered the end 
for _which it had been lighted,. that ~f boiling 
*heu: potatoes. Over the chimney H:ood an 

A 4 old 
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oldr fafhion~d broad bright1 can~eftick, ·and 
a ftiH brighter fpit; it was pretty clear that 
thjs laft was -kept rather fo~ ornament than 
ufe. An old carved elbow chair, and a 
cheili of tht fame date , which' ftood ,in the 
cbrner, wer:e confidered as ~the moft valua­
ble part. ~f the Shepherd's. goods, having' 
been in hi_s family for three generationso 
But all the-fe were lightly .eftee.ined by him, 
in,. comparifon 0£ another poffeffion, =which 
added f.o.the abo;ve made .. ·up the whole : of 
what h~ had.inherited fr,am. his father; and 
which, laft. · he would not have parted with, 
if no other could hav.:e b¢.en had-for a king's 
x::~nfom : · this was· a largQ, old Bible, whkh 
la.y on, the . wjndmN feat, neatly covered with 
brown clpth, varioufly, patched.. This fa­
crcdJ -bo-01 was mofi: reverendly preferved 
frGI11 dog's ears, dint, and every other' in.; 
jury, . but Cuch as: time .and much ufe had 
m~de; ·it fufier in fpite of care. On the 
.dea.n ,ihite walls, w.as. pafl:ed, a hymn on the 
.Cr,ucifixion of.oti1; S.aviour, a. pr.int of. tha 
Prodig;1l Son,, the. Shepherd's Hymn, and a 
New, HiflotY.-of. a True B ooh. 

I 

hft'er 

I 
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After t-h-e firft falutati0m were over~ · Mr. 
J ohnfon faid, "that if they would go on 

quietly with lhdr dinner he would ftt down. 

Though -a good deal alliamed, they thought 
it more refpeafuI to obey the Gentleman, 

who having caft his eye on their flender 

provifions, gently rehuked the Shepherd 

.fo~ .not h~ving i-ndulged hih1felf, as it~ was 

Sunday, with a model of Bacon to relifh 

his Poratoes, . ·The Shepherd fa,id no.thin·g, 
but J)oor Mar.y C5)loure-cd and hung down 

her head, faying, "incfeed, Sir, . it is not 

my fault, I did beg my bufband to allo"'f 

himfelf a bit of n1eat t_o day out·of your 

honour's bounty; . but he w:as too go0d to 

tlo it, and it. is all for my fake." The Shep-

_herd feemed unwilling to ·come to an ex­

planation, b1.1t Mr . . Johnfon _defired Mary 
to go on. So fhe oo·ntinued, '~ you. rnufi · 

· know Sir, that 'both of us ne~t to a fin, 

dread a d~bt, · and ~ ind~ed .in fome , ca{es a 

debt is . a fin; but with · all our , care • and 

pains we have never been able quite to pay 
off the DoRof~ bill; :for.that ba<l 'fit· of the 

Rheumatifrn which I had laft winter.. Now 

when you were pleafod to. give -my. hufband 

that kind prefe.nt .the other day, I heartily 
A 5 defired 
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defired him to buy a bit of meat for Sunday, 
as_ I faid before, that he might have a little 
refrefhment for hirofelf . out of your kind­
ne(s. But anfwered he, Mary, it is never out 
of my mind long together that we fiill owe ' 
a few £billings to the Doclor, (and thank 
God it is all we did owe in the world.) Now 
if'I carry him this money direaly it will not 
only !how him our h9nefiy and our good 
will; but it will be an encouragement to 
him to come to you another time in cafe you 
fhould be taken once more in fuch a bad fit; 
for I muft own, added my poor hu{band, that 
the thought of your being fo terribly ill 
without any help, is the only misfortune 
that I want courage to face." 

Here the grateful woman's tears Tan down 
fo fafi that f11e could not go on. She wip­
ed them with the c·orner of her apron, and 
humbly begged pardon for making fo free. 
'' Indeed Sir,'' faid the Shepherd, " though 
my wife is full as unwilli_ng to be in debt 
as myfelf, yet I could hardly prevail on 
her to confent to my paying thi£ money 
juf1: then, becaufc f11e faid it was hard I 
fhou1d not have a tafte of the Gentleman 1s 

bountv ; 

• 
;; 
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bou·nty . myfelf. But for once, Sir, I 
would bave my own way:. For you mu~ 
kno,w, as I pats beft part of·my time alone, 
tendin.g my fheep, 'tis ·a great point with ,,, 
me/ Sir, to get c'omf0rtahle matter for my 
O\\tn thoughts; fo that 'tis rather felf intereft 
in me to allow _rn)-1 felf in · . no pleafux~s ai1d 
no practices that wo'nt bear· thinking on 
over and over. . ·for wh.en one is a good 
deal alone you kno'vV, Sir, ~11 one's pa~ 
"deeds .do fo rufh in UP,Oil one, ' as I may 

- fay, anc\ fo torment one, that there is · n.) 
'true comfort to be ~ad but . in keeping 

- clear of wrong doings; and falfe pleafures-; 
and tha~ I fuppoie may be one reafoIT why 
·fo ma'ny folks h·ate to {tay a bit -~y them.­
felves.-Ba·t as I was faying-when I _came 

·10 think the matter· ove_r o~ the hill ,yonder, 
faid I to myfelf, a good dinner is a · good 
'thing I grant, , and yet it ,vill 'be but ·cold 
comfort to me a week after, · to be ·able to 
fay~to be f ure I had a nice_'. fh~~lder qf 
·mutton lafl: Sunday for dinner, · thanks ·to 
the good ·Gentleman, but then I a,m in 

'' debt.-1 kad a· rare dinner, that's ~Crtain, 
but the plcafure of that has · lo'r)g b-een ov~r, 
and the debt fii !l remains. 1 have fpent 

A 6 the 
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- the orown, Q.nd now if my poor w:ife £houJd · 

be taken in ope of thofe fiN> again, die fhe 
mµfr, 1,mlefs God work a mir:acle to p.re­
,vent it, for I . can get no help for her. Thi;, 
,t:J1o'ught fettled all; and J fet off direaly 
apd paid the crown · to the DoRor with a._s 
f,IltJ.Ch chearfulnefs c;l.S I Ihould have felt OB. 

.fitting <k?,vn to the fatteft fhoulder of mut­

ton tha,t eve,r wa$ , roafted. Aud if I was 
~o-!ltel}ted ~t the time, think how much 

TPf?fC happy J have been at -the re-
;yewbra,nce ! 0 .Sir, there are no · plca­
fvres wortl1 the ~1a1~ b.ut fi;ch as bring no 
plague or penitence a,ft~r theni_:" · 

Mr. J o.h,nfon was fat1_sfied with th€ ·Shep­
herd's reafc:;rns; and agTe@d that though a 
good -dinner wa n0t to be defpifed, yet it 
1\ras not worthy to b~ c;ompar~if with a con­
tented Mind .i;l!Jiich ( a~ the Bible tnily fays) 
is a conti'fl,ual Jeafl. " But come faid the 
good Gentleman what have we got in this 
brown mug?,., " As good water, faid the 
Shepherd, as any in the king's dominions. 
I h,ave heard of countrie~ beyond fea in ' 
which there is no wholefome water; nay, 
I 'have been 1nyfelf in a great town not far 

off where they are ohliged to buy all the 
water 
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w-ater, -rh~y ,get, while a -good Providenc-e 

fen-ds to my very door a f pr-i-ng a~ clear and 

fir~e as Jacob's well. When I am tempted 

io n;pine that I _have often no oth.~r drink~ 

I call to min~, that it was nothing better 

than a cup of cold water which the womar,. 

-of Samaria drew for the greateft ,guefi. that 

ever vifite<l this world." 
· L . ., t 

" "\T cry well, replied Mr. J ohnf on; but 

as your honefiy has made you prefer a "oor 

meal to being in debt, I will at leaft fend 

and get f 01nething foI" you to diink-. I faw 

a little public-houfe ju.ft by the church, as 

I cai11e along. _Let , that I little rofy-faced-_ · , 

fc;llow fetch\a 1nu.g of beer." So faying, he 

looked full at the j3oy who did not offer to 

fiir j but caft an eye at his father to know 

what he was to do. " Sir, faid the Shep~ 

hei-d, I hope we {hall not appear ungrate-

ful,, if we feem to refufe-your favour; my ' 

_\ittle boy would, I -a1n _fure, fly to ferve 

you on a!'}y Qther oecafion. But,.good Sir, 

it is Sunday, and fhould any of my family 
be {een at a Public-houfe on a Sabbath-day., 

-~t wc1;1.td be a much greate~ grief t9 me, than / 

_: .to dnnk -water all my life. . J ,am bf ten · 

.t-afking againfi. thefe doings to othets)Amd if , 

t , I fhoul~ ., 

/ . 

_; -~✓ _L~ 
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~ 1 fhouI~ fay one· thing and do another, you 
can't think what an advantage it ·would give 

-many of my neighbours over 1ne, who 
· wouid be glad· enough to report that they 
· caught the Shepherd's Son at the Ale-houie, 
without~explaining how it happened. Chrif­
tians -you - know, Sir, rnufi be doubly 
watchful, .o~ they will not only bring dif-

. grace on themfelves, but what is much 
worfe, on that holy name by which they 

· are called." 
"Are you not a little too cautious, my ho­

nefi friend," faid :Mr. Johnfon. " I humbly 
..afk your pardon, Sir, replied the Shep­
herd, if I thjnk that is irnpoffible. In my . 
poor notion I no more underH:and how a 
man can be too cautious, than how he can 
be too fhong, or too healthy." 

"You are right indeed, fai<l Nlr. John­
fon; as a general princjple, but this f-lruck 
me as a very frnall thing." " Sir, faid the 

, Shepherd, I am afraid yoi1 will think me 
very bold, but you encourage me t~ fpeak 
out.''-" 'Tis what I wifh, faid the Ge'i1tle­
man." " Then, Sir, refumed the Shep­
herd, I doubt, if where there is a, tempta­
tion tG do wrong any thing can be called 

fmall 

-.. 
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ftnall; t~t is, in fhort, if there is any 

f uch tping ~s a f mall '¥ilful fin. A poor 
man like me is feldom called out to d0 

great things, f o that it is not by a few great 

deeds his chara&er can be judged by his 

neighbours, but by the little round of dai­

ly cuftoms he allows himfelf in.-while 

they were thus talking, the children who 

· had fiood very quietly behind~ and had not ' 

fiirred a foot, now began to fcamper about 

all at once, aqd in a moment ran to the 

window-feat to pick up their little old hats. 

l\i.lf. 
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?\1r. Jobnf on Jo'o\<;:ed f urprifo<il at thi5 gif., 
turbance ; the Shepher,d aiked hi~ patdon, 
teHing him it was the f ~und of the C.hurch 
Bell which had been che caufe of their rude;. 
nefs; for their Mother · had brought · .them 
up . with fuch 'a fear of being too late for 
Church; ·that it was but ,vho could catch 

, the firft {hoke .of. the bell, and· be -E.rft . rea~ 
dy_. H~ had· 'aiways taught thein . to thin~ 
,hat no.thing was mot·e indecent than to get· 
into Church after it was begun; for as the 

' fervi_ce opened with an exhor~~tion_ to re­
p~p.tance~ and a confeffi_on of fin, it looked 
very prefumptuous not to be ready to_ join 
iQ. it; if ~ooked as if people .~id not fo~l 
thernf<tlVe;i to be finners. · And tho'ugh 
fiich qS lived at a great difiance might plead 

. difference of clocks_ as an excufe, yet tbofe woo lived within , th~ found of the bell, 
c.ptd4 nrJetend neither ignorance nor 1nif:. 
~ke." .1 

Mary "-nd her children· fet forward. ··. Mt, 
JQhnfon . and the Shephtnd followed~ tak~ 
u1g care · to ta1½, d1e whtJle way on fqch 

· · fubjea~ 



. f ubje~s as, might -fit the111 for !1e folen.11 
duties- :of ,.th~ · place to whic}1 they w r 
going. " I have often been· forry · to ob-1 
farve, faid Mr. Johnfon, that many who -' 
are reckoned . decent, good kind .of pedple1 

· and who wbuld on n'O atc0unt ,.negle8: go,., 

ing to chu!ch, yet.· feem ' 'to• cartt bHt li tle 

in what frame or temper of,·mind ·they , o 

thither. , They will talk of~ thei worldly 

cof,lcerns till they get witbin the door, and­
then take th~1n up again the_ very 1ninute 

the fermon is-over, which makes me ready 
to fear they --lay too much ftteis on the 

. ' mere form of1going to a p1ac::e 10f wor!hip. 

!~ow for my: par't,. J always find t}1at it re~ 

quires· a little tin1e to bring my nlind int0 

· a ftate fit to do any common bufinefs welL, 
mtf ch more this great and mofi: ncceffary 

bufinefs ofall." " Yes, Sir, faid the Shep.:· 
herd, 'and then I ,think tbo• how buf y l 
fhould be in preparing ~y 1nind, if I was 

. going into the prefence of a great gentle­

man, or a . Lotd, or the King; ~ and:. ifnaB ... 
the . king of kings be treated w.itk , 1€fa~ ref.., 

-pem ? \ Befides efrile likes to• foe •peophi~ feel 
as' if going to Church was ,~ thing 0f choice 

and plea.fore~ as we1l -~s a claty-.; an,4_ that 
they 
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iliey were · as define tis not, to be . the rift 
there, as they ,v:ould. be if : ~hey : were going 
to a feafi or a fair." · •. 

After fervice, Mr.. Jen.kins the Clergy­
man, who I rwas well a<;qu_ai'nted with the, 
charaaer of ~ ,r. , J ohnfon, and had a great 
refpcEl fo15 him, accofted him ·with . much , 
civility; exp.reffing ,his- concern that he 
could _not enioy j,ufl now_. fo much of his 
conv_erfation as he wifued, ,as he was obli~­
ed to vi:Gt a fick perfon at a diHance, bµt 
hoped to have a little talk ,vith hitn before 
he left the Village. A~ t:he.y walked ·. along 
together:, Mr. Jobnfon made .fucb inquiries 
about the Shepherd, ·as ferved to confirm 
hjm in the .high opinion h"' ent~rtajned of 
hjs piety, good-lenre, in<luHry and . fe-lf­
de-nial. They par1 ed, t~e Clergyman pro. 
mifing to caH in at the C,ottage 111 his way 
home. 

' ' 
The .Shepherd., who t.ook it for granted 

that Mr. J ohn!on was-gone to the Parfon­
age, walked h0me ,rith his. wife and chil .. 
rlren, ai1d ·was beginning in h~s ufoal w<:3-y to 
catechiz.e and infrru8 . his family, when Mr. 

Johnfon · 
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J ohnfqn; d1111e in, and infifted that .the S11ep~ 
herd fh~uld go on with h's infirua·ons, 
juft as if he were · not there. This Gentle­
man ,-vho ,vas, V€ry defirous -.o_f b_eing ufeful 
to his own ·Servants and work-men in the 
way of religious :infiruaion, ,vas fometimes 
forry to. ,find that though he took a gooti 

-fieal oCpains,1. they. did not now and then 
. quite underfland him, for though his mean-
ihg was very good, h~s language _was not 

_ alwg.ys v..e__ry pfaift; and tp.ough the things 
· he faid _,vhere nol hard i.t.o be underftood, 
· yet the words. we11e, efpecially ,·,to fuch as 
were very ignorarnu .-, And he now began-to 

_ find out that if people ~ were ever fo wife 
and good, yet if they had not a fimple, 
agreeable and familiar way ·of , exprefling 

· themfelves, fome , of, their plain ·hearers 
would n0t . be much the better .for · them. 
For. this rreafon he was not above liflenirig 
t,o the plain, hµrnble way in which _tbis 
h0ndl 1nan ,taught his family, fc1r though 
he knew that he himfelf had many advan­
tages over. the Shepherd, had more learning 
and could te~ch: him · many: things, yet he 

:. was :no.; too prbud to-learn :even of frrpoor 
•• 1 t. : , a ~:an, . 

. . . . . 
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a Man, in amy -pciint whete he 1:i1ought the 
.Shepherd might have the advantage bf l1im. 

' . ' 
. T:his Gent1emam1was mnch rp}ea.fecl with 

the knowledge ana prety; he ~ifcovered ih 
-the anfwenfuf the childTen; and defired tlte 
'Shephp·d totell him h0w ,he .contrived 1b 
keep up a fenfe of diviue things in hit own 
1nind and >in that of his family w'itl-i fo little 
}eif ure and {o li~tre a~eading. . '" 0 as to 
hat,: Sir, faid the Shepherd, we do not 

read much except in one book to be fute·, 
but by hearty prayer for God's bleffi.ng on 
the ufe of 'that book, what little knowledge 
is needfu-1 feenis tG> t:ome of c~ur~e, as it 
were. And my chief fiudy has been to 
bring the fruits Qf t~e Sunday reading into 
the week's bufinefs; and to keep up the 
fame fenfe of Gon in .the hear~ when the 
Bible is · in the cupboard a:~ when it _ is in 
tlte hand. ln fuort, to apply what I read 
in the book, to what I ·meet with i-n t~e 
Field." 

r . , 

i " I qon't qurte undedland you, faid Mr. 
johnfon." " Sir, replied. the Shepherd, I 
have lYi~1t a poor g-ift at ~nveying thefe 

. things 

' 
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things to .6ibers, though I 1:iave much C©1n. 

fort from _ them in 1ny _own.mind; but I aiv 

f ure that -the molt igaorant and hard work­

ing p~ople, . who ar~ in earnefi:. abo~t thei-r 

falvat10.n, 1nay "help , to keep up devout 

thou.gh~s and good affeai?ns ~uring the 

week, though they have hardly any time to 

look at a book.-And it will help them to 

keep ou.t bad tq9ugbcs . too . which is · no 

fn;iall matter. But then they mufl: know 

the Bible~ -they .mufi:. have re3;cL ,ihe :word of 

God; that is a . kind of frock ia trade for a 

Chrifrian to fet up wi~h; · and it is this which 

,makes me fo dil-igent in teachii:ig it to my 

children; and eve11 ~n fiori11g their memo~ 

ries with P{ahns and CJ1'}pters. !his is a 

great help ' to a poor hard work:µ1g Man_, 

1 
who will hardly meet with ~my thing but 

what. he may tu,rri ~o fom€ good account_. 

If one lives in the fear and the love of Go n, 

.almofl every thing one· fees abroad will teach -

one to adore ,his power· and goodne'fs, and 

bring to mind fqme texts of Scriptt~re, which 

fhall fill the heart with. thankfulnefs, an.d 

the ·mouth with praife. . When I k>ok up~ 

warcls the Heavens · declare the glory of· 

God; and !hall I be filent an~ ungrateful if 

, ' 
, , 
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if I lciok round and fee the Valleys ftanding 
thick with Corn, how Cttn I help bleffing 
that Po,ver who giveth me all things rich­
ly to enjoy'? I n1ay fo~tr1· gratitude. from 
the oeaf b of the· Field~ for tfie· 0 K know eth 
liis Owner, and the . Aft lii-s· Jv!a.Jler' s Crib, 
'and :fhaH a Chrifti~ni t-tot ~now, fhall a 
Chrifli.rn not C"onfider what great things 
Gon has done for him? I, who am a· Shep­
herd, endeavour to fill my foul with a con­
fiant remembrance of that good Shepherd, 
who Jeedeth me in green pajtures, and 1nak­
etli me to lie dotvn befide the fl.ill waters, . 
and who fe rod and flajf cornjort rne. 

"You are happy, faid }4r. Johnfon, in 
this ret>ired life by which you efcape the 
corruptions of the world." " Sir, faid the 
Shepherd, I do not efcape the corruptions 
of my own evil nature. Even there on 
that wild folitary hill, I can find out tha 
my heart is prone to evil thoughts. I fup ­
p9fe, Sir, that different fl:ates have differ­
rnt temptations. You great folks that live 

. in the world, perhaps ·are expofed to fome, 
of which fuch a poor man as I am, know 
nothing. But to one who leads a lo11ely 

hfo 
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life like me, evil thoughts are a chief bef et­
ing Sin; and I can no more withftand thefe 
with9ut the gtace of Gdd, than a rich 
Gentleman can withftand the fnares of evil 
company, without the fame grace. And I 
feel that I fta1:d in need of God's help con­
tinually, and if he :!hould give me -up to 
my own evil heart I- Ihoul<l be_ loft. 

Mr. Johnfon approved of the Shephe'rd'$ 
fincerity, for he had always obferved that 
where there was no humility, and no watchfnl­
nefs ag~inft Sin, there was no religion, and 

1 

he faid that the Man who did not fee] himielf 
• f 

tQ be a finner, in his opinion, could not be 
,,,a chriftian . 

. .J u1l as they ·were __ i~ thts _ part (if their 
d1fcourfe, ~r. .Jenkms, the Clergyman 
came in. After the uf ual {alutations, he 
faid, " -\Vell Shepherq., I wifh you joy; I 
know you will b_e forry to gain any adva n- - _ 
tage by the death of a neighbour; but 61d 
·\Vilfon my Clei-k, was fo infirm, and I 
trufl •fo well prepared, _that there is no rea-
fon to be forry for his death. I hav~ been 
to prav by him; but he died while I ftaid. 

· 1 hav~ al\vays intended you !hould- fiH:ceed 
to 
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ro his phtce;, 1tis no greafmatter,- but e'"te-rr, 
little is fomething." 

'_ ~, No grea:t matter, , Si1·; cried the Shep..­
herd, ,indeed.it is, a great thing to me; it 

i will -more than~ pay l my rent. . Blefi'ed be 
Go n for all his goodnefs." Mary faid. na,., 
thing, but lifted ,up her ey€& full of t@ar 

. in fi!ent gratitude .. 
'' 

" 1 am glad of this little drcumftance, 
faid Mr. Jenkins, not only for your fake, 
but for the fake of the office itfe1f. I .fo 
heart1ly rev~rence every r½ligious inftitu­
tion, that I would never -haye even the 
A men added to the excellent prayers ... of our 
Church~ by vain or profane lips, and -if it 
depended on me, there fhould be no fuch 
-thing in the land as an idle, drunken, or 
irreligious Parifh-Clerk. Sorry I am to 
fay that this matter is not always f uffi-tiently 
attended to, and that I know fome of a 
very indifferent charaRer." . ; 

11r. Johnfon now inquired ef the Clergy .. 
man. ,vhether there were many children in 
the Parifh6 " More 'than you would ex .. 

pea , 
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pefr, .replied he; from the foeming f mallne.Is 
of it, but there are f ome litde Hamlet-s 
which you. do not, foe." "I think, return­
ed Mr. Johnfon, I recolle-Et that in the con ... 
Vflrfatiorl I had with tne Sh~pherd en tlie 
hill yondtfr; he told m~ ym~-had no Sunday 
School."· "I am forry to fay we have non_e~ 
faid- the M·inifrer; I do what I can to reme .. 
dy this misfortune by publie catechifing; 
but having two or three Churches to ferve, 
I cannot give fo rnuch time as I wifh, . to 
private in!fruEHon; and having a large 
family ofrrny own, ·and no affiftan_ce. w9.in 
others, I have nevet b~en able· tq~efiablifh 
s. School." · · 

, I . I' 

"There is an cx-0clkmti inflitutio.n in 
London, faid Mr. J ohnfon, c~iUed the Snn­
daywSchopl - Society, whi~h -. Jnct1,, giVG&J 

.b~oks. and ot~e: heJps1 on th~ P:,pplk~tf orJ ~f 
fuoli.p1ouiS Mmd1 er~ a® ft:1nrl !n neGd u thetr 
aid, and wl.icb I am fure. WtTUld h~'{l~-~ffiHtid 
you, but I frnnk we !h~H be i,\bie· tg do 
f bn1cthing ,;:,urfolv(ffi,~,Shepherd; conta"n ;i~d 
11, ; if I ~~s a K}ngl ,n.ndrha?l" 'it,in tny _p~w~ 
er. _to m _,k Y:,fYu1 __ a~ r~th: ,fn!rl, ~a gt-Ottt-''N~nc:i• 
wHh a w.c1d. 1oe kHf· l. wcnu ,. not tlc,i H 

I f' Thaw 

/ 
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Thofe who are raif€d by fome fudden ftroke, 
muchabove the ftation in which divine Prov.i­
.-rlence had placed them, feldom turn out very 
good, or very happy. I have never had 
any great things in my power! but as far as 
~ have been able, I have been always glad 
to alp.fl .the worthy. I have however never 
attempted or defired to fet any poor Man 
much above his natural -condition, but it is 
a pleafure to me to lend him f uch affif- · 
tance, as may make that condition more 
eafy to himielf, and to puJ him in a way 
which fhall call him to the performance of 
n1ore dutks than perhaps he could have per­
formed without my help, and of performing 
them in a better manner.-What Rent do 
you pay for this Cottage ? 

" Fifty Shillings a Year, Sir." 

It is in a fad tattered condition, is there· 
not a bett~r to· be had in the Village." 

. " That in which the poor Clerk lived, 
faid the Clergyman, is not only more tight 
and whole, but has two decent chambers, 
and a very large . light kitchen."-" That 

will 
"' 

.. ~. 



will be very co,nvenient, replied Mr. John­
fon, pray what is the Rent?" I think, [q.id ' 
the Shepherd, poor neighbour, Wilfon gave 
fomewhat about four po_unds a,Yea_i:-, or it 
might be guif!eas."-" ery_ well_,, faid Mr. J ohnfon, and_ . what will the Clerk's place 
be worth, think you ?" " About three. 
-pounds," was the anfwer.-

' . 
. "Now, continued M~. Johnfon, my plan 
1s, that the Shepherd fhould take that houfe 
immediately; for as thfl poor Man is dead, 
there will be no ~eed or '\Vaiting till quarter 
day, -if I make up the difference." "True 
Sir, faid Mr. ,.Jenkins, and I a1n fure my_ 
Wife's Father, wfiom I expea to-mono_w,; -
wi1l willingly affift a litd~ towards buying 
fome of the Clerk's ,old go0<;ls. And the 
fooner they remove .. the better, for poor 
Mary caught that bad rheudiatifm by fleep ­
ing under a leaky that_ch/ The Shepherd 
was too much moved ·to f peak, and Mary 
co_uld hardly Job out, " oh Sir, you -are, 
too good, indeed this houfe• wil-1 do yery 
well." '" It may do very well for you and 

·your ·children Mary, fa.id Mr. Johnf<;m~ 
gravely, but it will not do for -a School ; 

the 
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· die kitchen is-~eitfier- Jar-ge ·n0r light enough. 

Shepherd; continued· he, with your good · 

M'ini,fter's leave, and.Jeind~affiftanee, . I pro­

pofe to f~tcip-in~this--pah·fl · a·Sunday-·School, 

I c:tn-d~ to make"_ you-the ·Mafi,cr. I' :It·will not-

at' all interfere' ' wit:ri- your weekly · ca·Ui-ng,­

arrd·it is· the-only lawful way, in whic11 you 

could turn the Sabbath into a day of fdrrie. 

little profit to iour fatnily, by doing,. as I 

J:rope,. _a g!eat deal of ·good- to the Souls of 

ot:Bers . . Tlre-reft-ofthe .. weekyou wjll work 

as\ifu'at / 'The difference- ,of' 1re1:t' 
1 
between 

th:irh~~fe anEI· t~e· Cl~1k's r ihall pay ·my-· 

fol~ for . to· put you 111m a -better Houfe ctr 

your own expe-pce wm.ilcFbe no great afr of 

kihdhefs.--.A'.s for hondl Mary, who is- not 

fi~ . for hard · labour, er any,' out· of door 

~v~:fr·k, I propofe. ~ endow a fn1all- weekly 

fch.00J, of wHicH :fire :fhall be the Miftrefs'," 
and employ qer notable turn te good, ac­

cou'nt, by tead1iug· ten or a- dozen girls to· 

k:nit, fe'Y", fpjn, . ca~d,. ot any· other ufeful 

way of ge~tiJ?g their breatl; for all this I 

iliall' only pay' her the_ ufll:al price, for 1 am · 

not going to rp.ake you' / ich. hut ufeful." · · 
< • • • t} ; 

r I' ; • 
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" No1 rich, Sir ? cried the Shepher . 
ll.ow can · 1 ev!eP be thankful enough for 
fll,<i:p bleffingt ? And w:itl my; poor Mary• 
ha~e ,a,dry~ t'hatc,n o~r: her ,head ? and fhall 
I be able to fend for the Do~ox when I am 

-like to lofe her? Indeed my cup runs over 
w.rth bleffings, ~ hoptt God will, giv;e me, 
humjlity." Here_ he and Mary looked at 
each other and burft into· tears. The Gen­
tlem~ faw_ their diftrefs and kindly walked. 
out upon the little green before the door, 
that t:hefe honeJl:, people might giYe.. , ve.nt to 
their foelings. · As foon as tb,ey were alone 
they crept ipto one corner of the room, 
where. they ,thought. they could not be feen 

. a.nd felr ·on thc;ir knees, deyoutly pleffing 
and praifing Go.D fo.r his )llerci~s. Never 
weie hea.rtier _'prfyer,s : prefente_dp than this 
grateful c'oup1e offered u,p for their ben~fac.­
to.rs. · The warmth of their 'gratitude could 
only be equalled by the ·earneftnefs with 
which . they befought the bleffing of Go n 
on the work in,., whlch. they were going to 
e.Jgage. 

The two Gentlemen now left this happ"y 
family, and walked to the Parfonage, where 

the 

• ' . 
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the evening was f pent in a mann'er 11ery edi­
fying_ to Mr. J ohnfon, who · th~ next day 
took all proper meaftire'S' for putting the·

1 

Shepherd in ih1:r;1eeiate po~effion of ~is now 
comfortable habitation. M-r. Jenkins's fa­
ther-in-law, t:he- worthy Gentleman who 
gave the Shepherd's Wif~ the blankets, in· 
the firff part of this hiftory, arrived at the 
Parfonage before Mr. Johnfon left it, and 

· affifted in fitting ~u the Clerk's Cottage . 

. Mr. Johnfon took_his leave, promifing10 
call 'on the .worthy Mini~er ahd his new· 
Clerk once a }·ear, in his· Summer's journey 
over the fl~n, as long as ~~ rnlo'-;}ld ple~{e 
Gon to fpare ·hisJife.-We hope he will_ 
Eever fajl to give us an acc~unt of' th~fe 
vifits which we !hall be o-lad to lay before 
our re'aders, if they {houid -contain infiruc-

i . • r, 

tlon or amu1ement. 
, ,I 
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