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Poor TRICKET the GAMESTER.

: 7;; o

I SHEWING

How he: ﬁrf’c loﬂ: his place by gaming, and then
had well nigh been the 'death of his wife thlough
the fame caufe, and how laftly, his.gaming was

- the occafion of his being. tranfported as a con-
viét to Botany Bay.
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;CA’WT“ f‘o?'ffxy Tlf; nmhaﬂggng 6fald g Srmth

“to, his.on Roﬁ%e neﬂn our Mx,[ om nS {what
tbofe f‘dfows can be aﬁout on_ t e top: of my hou{e.
They have been tnefe (WO days cmployed there in
repairing the damaoe doné by‘éhe high y wind, t'other
night; a job whlch I think m,gght have bcen done
in a very few hours.” Ste f)yex the . way, to my.
door,” faid Tomfon < and I wﬂl ple enﬂy cxplam to
you why the job'is fo long m 1an Smith did fo—
w Tuln about and ook upy’ fal L1'[ornfon < 1nd you
ml fce the, twq nicn® ﬁttlng ovcr acramﬁ each other
on the rldoe ‘of your houle.” Why they are p‘aymg at
cards s faid Smith— ¢ no wonder my bufinefs is fo
long in domg Away went., §m1th 19 the “matfter
bricklayer to" complam of his" men.; . The mafter
was' very anorry, as, he well mlgl}t be, and dlfmlffed
the idle fellows. ﬁorn lns f‘”fmce and as he made
known' the ﬁow, the men f‘ound no one w1111ng to
emgloy them, fo they had full{lelfure le their gam-
ing; and Betfworth. 1oﬁ all’ hi $ mgney to Trickit—
Betfworths \\1& in vain a xCd ‘him for (‘pfh pro-
vifions were' fcarce, and t”hey had; llved on fhort

commons fe\ eral days, AOn Sat{nrday B;atfworth had
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no wages to receive, neverthelefs, he defired his
wife would get a bit of meat for a hot Sunday’s
dinner ;% for," faid “he, ** we have lived hardly
enough this week, and I fhall afk my friend
Tricket to eat a bit with/us.” The wife faid no-
- thing, but when her hufband and Trickit came in

“to dinnerf'cpn S_Knday‘, fpe aid thé cldths and fet
upon the table’a dith with a cover. ¢ What haft
thou got under thy cover, wife ?” faid Betfworth,
¢ fomething nice Thope“As good as I could
get,” faid the wife, \“,_had,'}}?‘k} Ig;gt\a{gh,gme& money.,
Jou naid ‘Mave ¥idd ghelih, beddr Upon
this“he 1iftéd up ‘the ¢over and behold! the dith
contained nothing ‘but fome’ dirty old cards fcat-
tered about it!' ¢Is this,” faid Betfworth ¢ what
you provide for me and my friend ?” ¢ It is all that
you and your friefid have Yeft us,” faid the, %1 have'
nothihg 1o edt myfelfl and thel€ are the ‘only tools
you work with'to 'i)’ro[wd‘e?,‘b‘i'my maintenance and
'}rdut own.”’ CGBﬁ’i"ﬁ fth'C’Cldl’dS,” faxd Bé_tfw'ort'h,
¢ they have been the ruin of me; forgive me wife,
Ideferve a more bitter reproof.” ‘« Tricket,” added
he,’* my poor Molly has ferved us rightly enough;
for' my part T am refolved to go to iy mafter to-,
morrow, cofifefs my fault, and try to get his work,
again’; and I ho "e!‘Qb‘dVWill’ pardon me for the dif-
trefs T have brought vpon my family by my love
of ganing ; ."arid,th:a't“' Hc will mercifully firengthen
me to refift every temptation to return to fuch a
horrid praltice”™ Tricket did not relifh the jeft
but went fql‘li‘l"))f,fbiﬂlfi,?_}g}iéz houfe, Betfworth how-
ever s fdid o haj e"iailxjenia ‘hint from this little
trick of hiS"}&fifé","“e’xn%?’a‘s\fz'if as 1 have heard, he
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has ncver fince been {ound amonght the Gamefiers.



A mufi npow proceed to tell you. fomething more
of Tricket, who continped hisievil praétices, and
who is the only one of thele two Gamefters: whofe
hiftory I mean to fpeak of any farther, . 1.
~ Haying loft his, former gull whom he tried, once
‘or twice to draw in to another game, by {aying that -
the: man wanted {pirit,  Trickic, happened .to: light
upon a fecond brather Gamefter;: whom he “hoped
to drain as he had doné Betlworth; but either
through a fad run of il luck, or,.as I rather think,
by his being not a lutle cheated,” he foon loft
every farthing of his former ‘booty; and, he had
- pothing now left for him to ftake atthomext gam.
Ing partyy except what little he could get by ftrips
ping his poor wife of the carmings of her hard la;
bor. - She had two children of foyr.and five years
of age, for whom, as well as herfclf, {he contriyed
10 get broad by taking in walhing,,op 5 ;o
She bore with patience her: hulbands fpending -
all he got upon his own pleafuyres, and leaving lier
- to fhift for herfelf; but when he came home, and
tore from her what fhe had worked fo hard forg
fhe could not: help weeping and complainings
though her, complaings were;,mild and, far from the
language of {colding: byt her brutal, hudband, ins
ftcad of being moved by her tears, only made them
a pretence for runping from. her .ta, the alehoule
¢ f{ince,” as he faid, % he could not have:cgmfort
at home,f” Ch kAl (8 woliod HF & Sibar b
One of the families for whigh.fhe wathed, would;
often carelefsly ;make her wait,a month or two for:
the payment of her bills; inftead, of diflcharging:
- them weekly, when {he brought home the linen.:
This isa cruel inconfideratency, and very contrary:
to the merciful fpirit of the law of God, Which for-
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bids to’ l\eé %ad{”‘t‘be hlre O)f the laboﬁrer The
‘truth 1%,"pér{8r\14 who{‘e ‘tily fupport is hard h.bouf
can feldom do- more ’than hve from hand to mouth
and whilft tlf‘l’f pay is I‘ebt back by a thoughtlets
fcuﬁomcr, they are hkely enbi}gh ’to be ﬁa&Vm}g for
want-of it: o e miys 2 %k '
1T lhppencéi that ‘fhe had Juﬁ received a waﬂlino
hilwof fix weeks ﬁandmg, which fhe J“ad ong been
fighing' for, andSas’ countmg her’ moncy, when her
hufband came home in a te,rrlble humour, declalcd
~he had ‘not a farr‘thmcr in the world, and'laid his vio-
Tent hands! ‘on’this m'oney, évery ﬂnlhnc of which he
carried off. “She fereamed ‘after thm, beoomg that
hpe fwouid teave her fome ‘of d¢ at' leaft, or how
could:the r*ﬂt ‘bread for her children? But he was
quickly’ But of hearmg, and haflily returned to his
plav) dte, who! ‘waited “for him ‘at' the ‘alchotfe.
Trickit’s cruelty ‘fia ‘ick His wife to the heart; flre
fut down in 8amb’ defpalr, ‘and could not eafe hcr
fall heatt: by Weeping ;° the' children looked up in
her face wnh“turor, “and foon - began to  cry,
and toitell Her they were hingry; ‘this gave a free
pa‘lTaGe to 'her tears; The'higged them both to ey
breaft,” and t(}}d*them*thart they: fhould have ail’ e
food theii: eiuel Father had left ‘them : {he broudht
out'the’ feinamder 6F her'16af; and divided it bc-
tween them; for her part the ¢ould fwallow nohe.
1By being ’obhgﬁc. to-truft her'cuffomers, fhe had'
been reduced to bor1ow a little from her ldndlady
and fhe owed {6mesént beﬁdes, {fo that the 'was
afhamed to fapply to her' again and fhe ‘had not
{ix:pence inthe worldto fu p]y‘ﬁm d‘or'to buy {oap"
for her wathing, @ Hefho Should affift Kerwis her
worﬁ enemv, and ca1elefb of her w ants, took ﬁom
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her the frults of her 1nduﬁ1y to throw 1t away in
gammg and drmkmg, b

. This barbarous treatment hurt her the more be-
‘caufe, with -all his faults, fhe retained more affec:
~tion for him than he defer'red and had often chear-
fully fupplied his _extrayagance wuh a fhare of
what fhe got, when fhe could do it wnhout ﬁ‘arvr
ing herfelf and her children, Butnow all provi-
{ions were {o dear that the found it. not' ca{y to get
neceffaries even by \~011\mgl carly and 1atc at her
laborious bufinefs. - No money could’ ﬂle get from
her huﬂ)and and this day hlS antagomﬁ had fe-
- fufed to play w1th him any. loragcr upon_tick ;. and
the alchoufe- kceper, at whofe” hou(fé thls gammo-
commonly = went on,’would draw no more eer
without prefent pay “His char’a&er was bCCOme-
{o bad, that he could not get employed W hen ne-
ceflity would have urocd him to worf.{ In tlus
fituation he had come home defpéerate and pro-
voked at his ill fortune, when he found' his wife
with two guineas and a good deal of flver before
her.  The fight of this money renicwed his hopes,
and his engcmefb for’ trying once more to recove?r
his lofings. 'With this only” objeét in view, ‘he ﬂe
like a vulture on his prey, and w1thout a thoug 1;1&
of the diftrefsful ftate of thofe who* /zould ha
been dear to him as his life, ,fnatchcd from theth
all the means of fubfificnce.  Thus ddes gﬁlﬁmg
harden the heart and {wallow up every g Good‘aﬁcc-
tion! whillt the hateful paflions of avarice: and
envy are contmually fcd and. firengthened by 5

“ Poor Mrs, "lrlclxlt, cold and fa{’tmg, ;put hei'
¢hildren to bed, and fat weepmd over them, whill
her hufband fpent his hours in greedy’ w1ﬂ1qs, hopes,
‘and fears; in rage, ‘in oaths, and curfes, ‘over s
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" cards, thh the tanka\rd at blb ﬁde, often drained
by the thlrﬁy paffion’ burning in. his ftomach, and
raging in his mind. . At paﬁ midnight he canie
ftaggering home, and found his wife fitting up for
hlm, pale and ﬂnvermg, and her face fwelled with

weeping.—¢ T thought yon had left us for good
and all,” faid fhe, *Teft us to perith : how could you
be fo Barbarous as to rob me of all, and leave me
\uthout a penny in the houfe? I bcfeech _yOU 4 0
give me back fome'of that money, which was all |
had in the world, unlefs you do- indeed dcﬁre to
fec me,’ ‘and your chlldren die with want.’ If that
was your a[l he rephed ¢ die you muﬁ STt e
t;*very permy gone, and more after it than I {hiall
evei‘ be able to pay.” So faying, he turned his
pog! gets mﬁde ~out, toThew her they were perfe&l y
€mpty. At this fight the poor woman, whofe fpi-
rity were before nearly exhaufted with grief and
faﬁmg, fell in a fainting fit at his feet: as he had
never feen hu fo before he thought fhe was dead,
and alarmed the houfe with his cries : though he
was much in Imuom, and his mind almoft dlﬁra&cd

yet the idea of having been the caufe of her deth
ffruck, him with horrox The children, awakened
by hig out-cry, ftarted up, and feeing her on the
ﬂoor, crled Ly Mammy' Mammy’. wuh all thu;‘
might,

ThlS dreadful noife awakened both the landlady,
who Alept above ftairs, and alfo a widow lady who
lodrred on the: firft floor, but before either of thefe
could xun down ftairs, Tncket was at their doors,

£rying in a horrible tone, ¢ My wife ! my wife !
come to her if you have any pity ! I have killed
her! help 1 he] He then ran-back, and found her
(lyxug whcre he had left her, and the-two children on.



the ground with her, klﬂingg her cold hands and face,

{obbm and drownmg her mth their tears. The
Jlady and landlady reached Tuckets room at the
{fame m[’(ant, and looked with amazemem on thls
‘wrexchcd groupe; whilft the man cried out, ¢ Sec'
.fr’e | what I have done' Ihave murdered my wife !’
¢ Sure you could not be fuch amonfler ;" faid the
J_a'dy' ¢ how haye you murdered her? whcxc is her
woupdf’ help to raife her up, and let us fee, the
huth, % They hen, lifted her up, and perceived
1erturnmo llfe in her. ¢ Where is your hurt my
poor dcar creature 7 faid the landlady; ¢ where
did that inhuman villain: firike you?” The poor
woman looked wﬂdly % what do you mean ?*
faid fhe, ¢ he did not firike me, though I almoft
with he had to the heart.” Her hufband now, with the
moft lively joy. and gratitude, thanked God that fhe
was alive, and on hls knees begged her fmglvene{s.
She affured him, as well as her weaknefs would al-
low, that fhe foxgavc him all.

The good women now haftened to make a fire,
and to warm her. bed, for they found the fhivered
vmlentxy ; when they had put her inte it, the lady
brought her a glafs of warm wine and: water, fome
of wuch fhe prevailed on her to. fwallow Trlcket,

whofe anguifh had taken off| his intoxication, put
his chlldmn again into their little bed : he gazed
upon them\and their mother by turns ; whilft his -
heart was wrung with the {fenfe of their wants and
his own wickednefs, His wife fell afleep {oon after
the refre{hment {he had taken; but in a few hour§
awoke in a hurning fever, Trlcl\et watched by her
fide ; when he felt fer hand: and head as hot as ﬁrc,
his fears returned,. and he ran gut of the houfe to
fctch an apothecary, though he recolle&ed that
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he. had nclhmg to pay for help, or even neceffary
food for her: however he went into the ftreet, tak- 3
ing a club flick in his hand and had not gone half |
way to the apothecary’ s, when, on turning a cor- |
ner, he fa,v a gentleman ‘walking alone before hlm.
Tricket at that moment lookmg round the fireet
faw no creature near. Suddenly it darted into his
mind, that he mlght now get bread for his wlfe and
children, and that he could efcape home again be- |
fore any one could dete& him; he ftopt not for
recollection, but firiking the gentleman with all his

force on the back of, his’ head, felled hlm to the

Oxound and was rlﬂmc his pockets, when a watch-
man,, tummrr ‘the’ fathe corner Trlckf:t had done,
ran up, wmdmc his rattle as he ran,

Tl rickit tned to efcape; but the rattle brough
watchmen from. fo many quarters, that he was foon
{ecured s whillt fome of them conveyed him to the

round- houfe, others affifted the genqeman to rife;

having been only ftunned, he foon recoveréd his
1) eech, and dircéted the men to lead him to his
hovfc, which was not far’ dff." There thev afked
hlm whc;thu he was robbed? and on examining his
pod{cts, he found that he had; loﬁ his watch, and
his purfe, ‘both of which he pattlculaxly defcribed.
The watch he could {wear to, if ‘he faw it; and he
told the colour of the purfe, and what money it con-
tamcd of which he gave the watchman a memo-
randum. They then returned to the Tound-houfe,
wherg, on fearching the prifoner, the watch and
pmfg wer‘, ‘found upon him. He Wou1d nHot an -
fwer any of theit qucﬁlons, but remamcd in Gloomy

filence.

“’ XVhen the day was more advanced, thay carricd
him beforea Jultice of the Pedce, and gdve in their
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<mf’orm1t10n., Trlcklt Wa;s now iobhged o fpeak
‘and feeing clearly that he muft be convifted; he
burft mto an ‘agony. of grief, and confefled the
whole; but he, pleaded the diftrefs to which his
wife and fdmlly were. reduced which alone,” he
faid, <« had led him, to this ra{h aftion: and he re-
"pea,tedly obferved, that ﬁnce ‘he was driven to it

by nece/Jity, he hoped that both his Worfhip and the
”Gentleman would let him go: ;yand, he protefted,
‘that, i1l the fatal moment when he faw. the Gentle-
man, and. tbought he 4m féght refcue his wife from'
'death, and his children from {’tarymg, he had: never
entertained a thought of committing | fuch’a crime,

In anfwer to this fpeech of Trickit, the Juftice,
(who was. well acquainted with Trickit’s whole cha-
racter and hiftary) remarked o tnat although the
‘erlme in que[hon was commxtted on the {udden?
and .though it arofe out of the man’s diftrefs, yet,
thatrd fiels had been brought upon him ev1dentl¥
by gammff.’ 2 My friend,” fa1d he, o you have gone
from one’ ftep to- anothel, as almoft every ‘other
perfon has done, that has been brought before. me.
I‘uﬁ W'hen you were in a good place you were
neghgent of your work’ through the love ofgam-
g and when for this caufe you loft your em-
plo]ment you then took to gamblmo more defpe-
rately han  ever, through “a_nece/fity which you
brouwht upon youlfelf Your nece/]zéws next led you
~%0 take fr om your. wife her httle earnings, and whcq
you had Lhus neally drlven her to diftraktion, thcn‘
It was tﬁat you beg an to f’eel for the Wants‘of your
wife. ahd’, children nd" thus’ you  were drlver}
b3 anotber necf zty offﬁyour own mdklng tO rob OI}
Lhe hi hway for hex! rehef £ hLY,
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&1 cannot hel,p_‘t’he_x_‘_éf(c__)ré ftrgéing your crime entirely
1d your gaming, ;?of'it‘is this which has brought you
into temptation; and no man can ;’ell when he has
‘once trefpaffed, as you have done, to what lengths the

Pevil at’one time of Qih&r'ma? fuddenly drivé Hed
Tnlead, ‘thereforc, of excufing yourfelfy let me

advife you to confider how, happy for you it is,

that the gentleman whom you ftruck is not killed ;

for in that cafe you would have been brought be-

‘fore me, not for the robbery and aflault only, but
O O el ot s i g

FOLPPREST et o ot Adgime nl ahaiald LD A L
" “Poor Trickit was mpfchia‘ﬁe&ed by thefe remarks,

e N0A - il i | LR En Lt it Al 3 A s i A
' and did ngt utter.a word more in the way of excule

for his ¢rime ; but he begged and, prayed the Gen-
tleman, for his dear wife’s fake, not to hang him,
Upon which the Juftice interfered, and told Trickit,
~that, ¢“as to the naturg of his punifhment, that
muft dﬁpé'nd : ?{;p‘Qﬁ circumffances ‘that’ would ’?P‘
pear oh the. trial;” and he i‘mmed'igtéﬁly"b@miii ‘the
Géntleman over to profecute, .- = 0 o

NS b o

While this {cene was ‘pa;fﬁr'ig at the Juftice’s poor

Mrs. Trickit 'was left'in a doleful” cafe.” She was
told by ‘her hufband, when he went away, that he
was anly-going to run to the apothecary’s, in order
to bring fome hé‘l’p‘?"t‘,o.lier?l‘ and that he would be
back inftantly : two hours paffed and fhe heard no-
thing of him : {he began to fufpetl :{(o’mething dread-
ful, and her mind grew fo agitated, that her brain
» feemed on fire, and her fenfes forfook her. | It hap,,
pened that a gentleman who had been prefent at
the Juftice’s (having beendrawn thither by the croud)
called, from motives of Hu‘marﬁ}iy’,ﬁ'iﬁ'; the courfe-of
the day, to'inquire into the ftate of Trickit’s fami-
ly; and he was the firft perfon who brought intel-
ligence of the horrible event that had taken place.
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A:As Mrs. Trickit was fo ill, th)e only ftep that could.
be taken at’prefent, was to bring the apothecary to,
her; who, 'by laying on a blifter, and giving her
proper, medicines, abated the fcv‘)e,r',',m)d took off]
the delirium : but. as Jer reafon returned, her|
anxicty about her hufhand returned alfo, and fhe
inceflantly; begged o know, what was became of
him. Sull it was thought that'the idreadful truth,
muft not be told her, lelt it Thould bripg back her

B Yo Sl S198A0 DING
- diftraflion ; and it was not ill three, days afigr,
when the apothecary declared her tg be much bet
tet, that the f{ad condition of her hu yand was re-
vealed to her. . AP AT AR S s ki

No {ooner was this affeéting, dilcovery made to.

e

Mrs. Trickit, than fhe greyw.eager toget out of bed,,
to g0 to her hufband i the prifon; but her, ,w??k—

cls made it impaffible, 1t as with preat diffcalty,
‘that fhe was kepp in the houle after the was able (o,
rife;s and jthe firlt mament that, fhe could, extont.
from: the apothecary permiffion to flir out,. fhe PUL
herfelf into a coach (for fhe had not, frepgth to,
walk) -and leaving heg children, in the care of her
humane landlady, arrived at the prifon.. . The figh
of her threw Trickio into,an agony,. yet he was,
glad to fee her alivie,. and by degrees .was. {oothed,
and comforted by her kindpels and affeétion, ' She
entreated him with many tears to make. his, peace;
with God by fincere repentance, and. to truft in his,
mercy, for forgivenefs. . She then through ber na-
tural fondnefs and payality far, Aer hufband, en- .
deavoured tg,find out fome circumflances of miti-
gation ; and particularly remarked, ¢ that fince it
was his affection for her and for his ftarving family,

that had put him om this rafly aclion, {he hoped.
that when the trial came on, the Judge would fhew
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tints to all Ranks ‘of Peaple,—The Happy Watermar—

" The Riot! a Balladi—The Plowboy’s Dream; a Ballad,
On 9 LE o Sepeombers |17 D8 STIAN

Toni Whité; Part 11.=~Noahs’ Flood:—=—Dame ‘Andrews, a .
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bosy at Suty 1O they Dl Octobers e . ¢ FEeY
Harve ft Homg~—Ewo Farniers, Part Io—1'
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el sdi s A0 the, 1/t of Novembety
The Parable of the Vineyard.—The TMfO Fa ,
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The Troubles of Life . LSorrowful ' Sam.—
; S0 On the 1 vof Yankary, 19Gg6: i FE-iaeki ol v
New THoughts on the Ndw; Year.i—The Hiftoty of Mary
‘Wood, the Houlemaid ~—Robertaud Richard, a Ballad.
On the 1/ of February,

" The Touchftone; or, the Way to know a gbod Chriftian.
—The Apprentice turned Mafter ; or, the Two Shoe- 3
. makers, Part 11.—The Story of Sinful Sally. Told by
3 1 : ’5 v.ors

herfelf, a Ballad.": 7% ]
- On the 18 of March, :
Onefimus ; or, the Run-away Servant converted.—1Idle Jack
Brown; or, the Two Shoemakers, Part 111.—Shop-
keeper, Part i :
' On the 1} of April,

Converkon of St. Paul(.-——]ack-Broyv‘nﬁjn Prifon; or, the

_ Two Shoemakers. Part IV.—Shopkeeper, Part I1.
O the 1/ of May, '

The Gerlesal Refurreétion, Part I.—The Hiftory of Charles .

Jones the Footman, wriiten by Himfelf.—The Hackney
Coachmanj or, the Way toget a Good Fare, a Ballad.

O the 14 of Fune,

Carryiné Religion into_ the Common: Bufinefs of Litehls

The Cheapfide Apprentice, — The Eleftion Song, 2
~ Ballad. 2

And ather Pieces on @ fimilar Plan, on the i} of every Month. .

he Honeft Miller,

Farmers, Part I)I-__.'
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