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TO 

MRs. B A R. B A U L D. 

DE AR SJSCJ'ER, 

THOUGH Jome of the warm admirers 
of your poetry have cenjured y ou for 

employing talents of Jo juperior a kifld in the 
compofition of books for children, y et, I be
lieve, there are few parents who do n.ot think 

themjelves obliged to you fo r this condejcen-

jion : and if you are ambitious of higher ap
probation, you may ajfure yourjelf of that of 
the genuine philojopher, w ho mu.ft agree with 

you in thinking, that to lay a foundation for 
juch a flrufturc as that of the human mind, 

cannot be an ignoble employment. .2'lor have · 

A 2- yottr 

/ 
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your Jervices in this important dejign been 
confined to your own exertions. It has been 
partly from your example, that others have 
been induced to conjecrate refpeftable abilities 
to the Jame ujeful purpoje; and the great ju
periority objervable in the books for the in
flruftion of children publijhed within a few _ 
_ years pafl, to thefe of former periods, is ow
.ing to the juperior litermy rank of the 
•authQrs. 

For my own part, I bave :no heights to 
defcend from on the prejent occafion; nor do I 
.apprehend, .Jf the ~x.uution of -my plan cor
rejponds with ·th-e :intention, that any of my 
li.terary ,acquaintances will wijh {profej/ional 

.ftudies apart) 1 had been r>therwife employed . 

. '!'he idea .. of juch . a. calendar as I have 
,.here drawn up, has always been a favourite 
~ne with me ; and though, had it been de

.Ji.g.ned for a different clajs of reader~ .a 
.Ja~ger compajs might have been taken, and .a 

mor.e 
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more learMd and elevated charafler of 'Writ
ing have been a.imed at, yet it mufl jlill have 
remained ejfentially the Jame; and its merit 
mufl flill have been merely that of compila
tion. 

'l'he plan itjelf is a. borrowed one; and you mufl certainly recollefl its model in one of 
your own little books, where, in a very en
tertaining manner, you give a brief dejcrip -
tion of the_Jeveral months, formed of Jome of the mofl .ftriking · circumflanc-es attending 
each. What yotti have done·for a 6hild three 
or four years old, I have attempted for young 
people from ten to fourteen. I have collefled 
more circum.ftances, entered into Jome details of natural hi.ftory, openedjome general views 
of that grand Jy.ftem, the economy o( na
ture ; and have variegated the narration 
with numerous poetical quotations, in order 
to iefpire a ta.fte for the mo.ft delightful pro
duct of art, as well as for the principal beauties of nature. 

Con« 



[ 
. 

Vl ] 

Conceiving that, at the age for which this 

work is calculated, it is advijeablc to incul

cate an acquaintance with words ·of every 

rank and denomination, I have not fludied to 

/Jring down the language to that common and 

familiar flandard to which the readers may 

/;e Juppojed already accuflomed. I have 

rather aimed at increafing their flock of 

words, as well as of ideas; Jo Jar, at leaft, 

as could be done without embarraj/ing them 

with a number of technical and jyjlematic 

terms. 

If it be nec~ffary to make particular ac .. 

knowleclgments of aififlance, where the whole 

is conf effed to be borrowed, I would mention 

Mr. Stillingfleet' s mofl elegant Calendar of 

Flora> as the jou1-ce of many of my beft ma

terials. The reft of the debt is divided 

among varicus pr.,.71es of natural hijlory and 

rural {Ccor:omy. 

Such 
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Such is the little work which is now offered 

to your acceptance. You have already be

flowed a very flattering approbation upon a 

jpecimen of it, and have ftrongly urged me 

to its completion. I jhall be happy if it i; 

found agreeably to vary the round of Englifh 

oooks, with which your ears muft now be 

fully Jatiated from the repetition of your 

young pupils; and I rejoice in the opportu

nity it affords me, of publickly e~pref/ing tht 

pride and pleajure I feel, in Jubjcribing my~ 

/elf 

Tour entirely affellionate Brother~ 

WAI\ RINGTQN1 

MPJ 2.0, l 784, 
J. AIKINo 

TH& 
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JANUARY~ 

Stern winter's icy breatn, intenfely keen, 
Now chills the blood, and withers every green f , 
Bright iliines the azure fky, ferenely fafr, 
Or driving fnows obfcuEe the turbid.air, 

C IV IL I ZED nations in genera( now a""· 

gree to begin rec:koning the new year from, 

the fidl: of January. Yet it may feem frrange: 

to call th.at a new feafon,. when every: thing is, 

mofi: inaB:ive and life_lef$ -;. when animals are 

lemunbed by the cold, and vegetables are all dead1, 

AS, QJ; 
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or withered. For this reafon, fome have thought it 
beft to begin the year in Spring, when the face of 
natu-:e is really renewed. But as this happens at 
different times in different years and climates, it 
has at length been determined to date the com
mencement of the year as at prefent, within a few 
days after the winter-Jo!Jlice, or fhorteft day. This 
always takes place on the twen ty-firft of Decem
ber, and from that time the days are gradual1y 
lengthened, till the middle of Summer; fo that 
the year may properly be faid to be now turned. 

January is the coldeft month in this part of 
the world; and in England we feldom have much 
froft or fnow before it. The weather is commonly 
either clear dry froft, or fog and fnow, with rain 
now and then intermixed. 

Nothing can be more wonderful than ~he effects 
of frofi. To fee the running :fheam flopped in 
its courfe; the lake that was curled hy every 
breeze, converted into a firm plain; the moift 
ground dried up and made as hard as rock; and 
all this done by an invifible power in the f pace of 
a fingle night; would be infinitely furprizing to 

one 
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one unaccuftomed. to the fight. Thefe e.ffecl:s are 

painted in a very lively manner by THOMSON, 

in his Seafons. 

An icy gale, oft fhifting, o'er the pool 

Breathes a blue film, and in its mid career 

Arrefts the bickering lheam. 

Loud rings the frozen earth, and hard refleas 

A double noife; while at his evening watch, 

The village dog deters the nightly thief; 

The heifer lows ; the difl:ant water-fall 

Swells in the breeze; aod, with the hafty tread 

Of traveller, the hollow-founding plain 

Shakes from afar. 

It freezes on, 

Till morn, late riling o'er the drooping world, 

Lifts her pale eye unjoyous. Then appears 

The various labour of the !ilent night: 

Prone from the dripping eave, and dumb cafcade, 

Whofo idle torrents only 1eem to roar, 

The pendant icicle; the froft-work fair, 

Where tranfient hues and fancy'd figures rife; 

Wide fpouted o'er the hiJl, the frozen brook, 

A livid tra{t, cold-gleaming on the morn. 

Water, when frozen, is expanded; that is, takes , 

up more room than before; hence ice is lighter 

than water, and fwims upon it. From this caufo, 

if a bottle full of water, hard corked, be fet to 

A 6 freeze, 
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freeze, the bottle will be broken, for want of 
room for the expanfion of the water. Water-pipes 
often burft from the fame c~ufe; and hoops fly off 
from barrels. Nay, even a gun-barrel or a can
non, filled with water, and fcrewed up at the 
muzzle, have been bur.fl: in an intenfe froft. 

The fame property produces-a very beneficial 
effect to the hufbandman; for the hard clods of 

J, 

the ploughed fields are loof'ened and broken to 
pieces by the [welling of the water within them,. 
when frozen. Hence the earth is crumbled, and. 
pr€pa~ed for receiving the feed in Spring. 

Snow is the water of clouds frozen. On a 
dofe examination it is found to be all compofed 
of icy1 darts or fl:ars, Its whitenefs is owing to 
the fmall particles into which it is divided. Ice 
when pounded becomes equally white. Snow is 
very ufeful by covering the plants, and protecting 
them from the feverity of the fro.fl:; for at a 
certain depth under the fnow, the eold always 
continues the fame. It is a1fo thought to enric.h 
t he ground, and ferve as a fort of manure ; but 
f.ome fuppofe it not at all different from rain in 

this 
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this ref peer. The beauty of a country all cloath
ed in new-fallen fnow is very firiking. 

The cheriili'd fields 
Put on their winter-robe of purell: white. 
'Tis brightnefs all; fave where the new fnow melts. 
Along the mazy current. Low, the woods 
Bow their hoar head; and ere the languid fun, 
F aint from the weft, emits his evening ray, 
Earth's univerfal face, deep hid, and chill, 
Is one wild dazzling wafte, that buries wide 
The works. of man. 

THOMSO-N o. 

Hail-fiones are drops of rain fudd·enly congeal

ed into a hard mafs, fo as to preferve their figure .. 

Thefe often fall in warmer feafons of the year, 

as even then the upper regions of the atmofphere 
are very cold •. 

Hoar- frofl: is d·ew or· miff frozen. It adheres 

to every objecl: on which it falls, and produces 

figures of incomparable beauty and elegance .. 

Every twig and blade of grafs is befet by it with 

innumerable glittering pearly drops, or filver.y 

,1umage, be.yond the fkill of a~y artift to 1m1~ 

t~te,._ 

Sonietime~. 

/ 
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Sometimes it happens that a fudden fhower of 

rain falls during a fre>fr, and immediately turns to 

ice. A rerr:.arkable fcene is then produced, which. 

the following lines mofr beautifully defcribe, 

Ere yet the-clouds let fall the treafur'd fnow, 

Or winds begun thro' hazy ikies to blow, 

At ev'ning a keen eafre!·n breeze arofe_, 

And the defrending rain unfollied froze. 

Soon as the filent !hades of night withdrew, 

The ruddy morn difclos'd at once to view 

The face of nature in a rich difguife, 

And brighten'd every objecl: to my eyes: 

For every furub, and every blade of grafs, 

And every pointed thorn feem 'd wrought in glafs; 

In pearls and rubies rich the hawthorns ihow, 

While thro' the ice the crimfon berries glow. 

The thick-fprung reeds the wat'ry marihes yield, 

Seem polifu'd lances in a hoftile field. 

The ftag, in limpid currents, with furprize, 

Sees cryftal branches on his furehead rife. 

The fpreading oak, the beech, and tow'ring pine~ 

Glaz'd over, in the freezing ether thine, 

The frighted birds the rattling branches fhun, 

That wave and glitter in the difi:ant fun. 

When, if a fudden gutt of wind arife, 

The brittle forefr into atoms flies : 

The cracking wood beneath the tempefr bends, 

J\,.nd in a fpangled fuow'r the prof peel: ends. 

PH IL l l's, Lett. from Copenhagen, 

In 
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In fuch a cafe, prodigious mifchief has been 

done in the woods, by the breaking down of va!l: 

arms of trees, which were overloaded 1:1y the 

weight of the ice encrufiing them. 

The inclemency of the feafon is !hewn by its 

effects on animals, particularly on the numerous 

tribes of birds. As the cold advances, they colle8: 

in flocks, quit their retr~ts, and, rendered bold 

by want, approach the hab~tations of man. Larks 

and various other fmall birds £helter themfelves 

in the warm fi-ubble. Sparrows, yellow-hammers, 

and chaffinches, crowd into the farm-yards, and 

attend the barn-doors, to pick their fcanty fare 

from the chaff and ihaw. The red-breaft ven

t ures into the houfe, 

---- and pays to trufted man 
His annual vi.lit. 

Fieldfares and thrufhes in large flocks defcend · ' 

from the tops of trees, and frequent the warm 

manured fields in the neighbourhood of towns. 

Snipes, woodcocks, wild-ducks, and otherwater

fowl are forced from the frozen marfhes, and 

ebliged to feek their food about the rapid currents 

<>f 
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of fireams which are yet unfrozen. As the col& 
grows more intenfe, various kinds of fea-fowl 
quit the bleak open fhores, and come up the rivers,. 
where they offer an unufual prey to the fowler o 

The wild quadrupeds, too, are driven frorn 
their accuftomed remote haunts. Hares enter the 
gardens to browze on the cultivated vegetables ;. 
and, leaving their tracks in the fnow, a.re fre
quently hunted down, or caught 1n fnares. The 
hen-roofis are pillaged by foxes, polecats, and 
other fmall b_eafts of prey which our country 
breeds; but we are happily unacquainted with 
the ravenous troGps of wolves, bears, and other 
fierce creatures, which, urged by famine at this· 
feafon> often terrify the villages in the moun
tainous and woody regions on the continent. 

The domefticcattle now iequire all the care and, 
protection of the farmer. Sheep are often loft 
in the fudden ftorms by which the fnow is drifted 
in the hollows, fo as to bury them a great depth,' 
beneath it. Yet they have been known to furvive 
many days in this fit_uation. Cows with much 
ado fcratch up a few mouthfuls of grafs; but for 
their chief fubfiftence they muft depend upon the 

ha.r 
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,_hay and other provifion of the farm-yard. Early 

lambs and calves are kept within doors, and tended 

with as much care as the farmer's own childreno 

Now, fheph,erds, to your helplefs charge be kind, 

.Baffle the raging year, and fill their pens 

With food at will; lodge them below the ftorm, 

And watch them ftria: for from the bellowing eafr, 

In this dire feafon, oft the whirlwind's wing 

Sweeps up the burthen of whole wintry plains 

At one wide waft, and o'er the haplefs flocks., 

Bid in the hollow of two neighbouring hills, 

The billowy tempe!l: whelms; 'till, upward urg'd·, 

The valley to a iliining _mountain f wells, 

Tipt with a wreath high-curling in the iky. 
THOMSON. 

The plants at this feafon are provided by nature 

with a kind of winter-quarters, which fecure 

them from the effects of cold. Thofe called 

herbace,us, which die down to the root every 

Autumn, are now fafely concealed under ground, 

preparing their new ihoots to burfr forth when the 

earth is foftened by Spring. Shrubs and trees, 

which are expofed to the open air, have ~11 their 

foft and tender patts clofely wrapt up in buds, 

which by their firmnefs refifr all the force of frofr., 

If one of thefe buds be carefully opened, it is 

founi 
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found to confifr of young leaves rolled together, 
within which are even all the bloffoms in minia
ture, which are afterwards to adorn the Spring. 
Some of thefe are much forwarder than others. 
The leaves of the woodbine appear jufr ready to 

expand by the end of the month; the flowers of 
the mezereon and fuowdrop feem on the point of 
blowing; and the catkin or male flower-bunch 
of the hazel begins to unfold. 

During the feverity of the frofr, little work can 
be done out of doors by the hufbandman. As 
foon as it fets in, he takes the opportunity of the 
hardnefs of the ground to draw manure to his 
fields. He lops and <ruts timber, and mends thorn 
hedges. When the roads become fmooth from 
the frozen fnow, he takes his team, and carries 
hay and corn to market, or brings coals for him-

, felf and neighbours. The barn refounds with 
the flail, by the ufe of which the labourer Jt, 

enabled to defy the cold weather. 

In towns, the poor are pinched for fewel and 
food, a~d charity is peculiarly called for at this 
comfortlefs time of the year.. Many trades are 

at 
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at a frand during the feverity of the frofr. Rivers 

and canals being frozen up, watermen and barge

men are without employment. The harbours in 

this ifland, however, are never locked up by thtt 

ice, as they are for many months in the north

ern parts of Europe. 

The amufements of fliding, 1kating, and other 

pafrimes on the ice, give life to this dreary feafon; 

but our fro!ts are not continued and fieadyenough 

to afford us . fuch a !hare of thefe diverfions as 

fome other nations enjoy. 

Where the Rhine 

Branch'd out in many a long canal extends, 

From every province f warming, void of care, 

Batavia ru!hes forth; and as they fweep, 

On foi1nding fkates, a thoufand different ways, 

In circling poife, fwift as the winds, along, 

The then gay land is maddened all to joy. 

Nor lefs the northern courts, wide o'er the fnow, 

Pour a new pomp. Eager, on rapid fieds, 

Their vigorous youth in bold contention wheel 

Th e long-refounding coude. Mean-time , to raife 

Th•.:. manly {l:rife, with hi_ghly blooming charms, 

Flufh'd by the feafon, Scandinavia's dames, 

Or Ru!Iia's buxom daughters glow around. 

THOMSON, 

FE-
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FEBRUARY, 

Now fhifting gales with milder influence blow, Cloud o'er the lkies, and melt the falling fnow; The foften 'd earth with fertile moiCT:ure teems, And, freed from icy bonds, down ruih the f welling fireams_. 

T HE earlier ~~rt of this month may !till he reckoned Winter ; though the cold generally be~ ins to abate, The clays are now fenfibly lengthened; and the fun has power enough gradually to melt away the fnow and ice. Sometimes, a fudden thaw comes on, with a fouth wind and rain, which all at once diffolves the fnow, Torrents of water then defcend from the hills i every little brook and rill is fweJ]ed to a large :{heam; and the ice is f wept away with. great violence from the rivers, 

Muttering, the winds at eve, with blunted point, Blow hollow-bluftering from the fouth. Subdued 1. The frofr refolves into a trickling thaw. Spotted the mountlins !hine, loo!e fleet defcencls,_ 

nd 
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And floods the country round. The rivers fwell, 

· Of bonds impatient. Sudden from the hill s, 
O'er rocks and -woods, in broad brown catar-aas, 
A thoufand fnow-fed torrents fhoot at once; 
And, where they rufh, the wide refounding plain 
Is left one {limy waH:e. 

THOMSON. 

The frofr, however, returns for a time; then 
freih fnow falls, often in great quantities; a~d 
thus the weather alternately changes during moft 
part of this month. 

Various figns of returning Spring occur at 
different times in February. The woodlark, one 
of the earlrefr and f weeteft fongfrers, often begins 
his note at the very entrance of the month. Not 
long after, rooks begin to pair, and geefe to lay. 
The thruih and chaffinch then -add to the early 
m1:1fic of the_groves. N ear,the clofe of the month 
-f)artridges begin to couple, and repair the ravages 
commited on this devoted fpecies durin_g the 
Autumn .ana Winter. 

Moles go to work in throwing up their hill ocks 
. .as foon as the earth is foftened. Under fome of 
,the largefr, a little .below the furface of the earth, 

they 
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the make their nefrs of mofs, in which four or 

five young are found at a time. Thefe animals 

live on worms, infecrs, and the roots of plants. 

They do much mifchief in gardens, by loofening 

and devouring fk>wer-roots; but in the fields 

they feem to ~o no other damage, than rendering 

the furface of the ground unequal by their hil

locks, which obfrruct: the fcythe in mowing. 

They are faid alfo to pierce the fides of dams and 

canals, and let out the water. 

Many plants emerge from under ground in 

February, but few flowers as yet adorn the fields 

or gardens. Snowdrops generally are fully open

ed from the beginning of the month, often peep

ing out from the midfi of the fnow. 

Already now the fnowdrop dares appear, 

' The firfl: pale bloffom of th' unripen'd year; 

As Flora's breath by fame transforming power, 

Had chang'd an icicle into a flower. 
Its name and hue the fcentlefs plant retains, 

And winter lingers in its icy veins . 
MRS. BARB AULllJ . 

The elder-tree difc1ofes its Rower-buds. The 

catkins of the hazel become very conf picuous in 
the 
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the hedges. Young leaves are budding on the 

goofeberries and currants about the end of the 

month. 

The farmer is impatient to begin his work in 

the fields as foon as the ground is fufficiently 

thawed. He plows up his fallows; fows beans 

and peas, rye and fpring wheat; fets early pota

toes; drains his wet land; dreffes an<l repairs 

hedges; 1-0ps trees, and plants thofe kinds which 

lrGve a wet foil., as popla.s and willows. 

MAR CM, 
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MARCH .. 

Winter ftill ling'ring on the verge of Spring, 
Retires relucl:ant, and from time to time 
Looks back, while at his keen and chilling breath., 
Fair Flora fickens.. 

T HE great operations of nature during this 
month, feem to be, to dry up the fuper

abundantmoifiureofFebruary, thereby preventing 
the roots and feeds from rotting in the earth; and 
gradually to bring forward the procefs of evo-
1 ution in the f welling buds, whilfr, at the fame 
time, by the wholefome feverity of chilling blafis, 
they are kept from a premature difclofure, which 
would exp of e their tender con ten ts to injury from 
the yet unfettled feafon . This effect is beautiful
ly touched upon in a fimile of SHAKESPEAR's. 

And like the tyrannous breathings of the nofth,_ 
Checks all our buds from blowing. 

This feeming tyranny, however, is to be regard
ed as the mofr ufeful difcipline; and thofe years 

generally 
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~enerally prove moft fruitful, in which the pleaf .. 
ing appearances of Spring are the lateft. · 

The fun has now acquired fo much power. 
that on a clear day we often fee1 all the genial 
influence of Spring, though the naked fhrubs and 
trees frill give the landfcape the cornfortlefs ap• 
pearanc.e of Winter. But foft pleafant weather 
in March is feldom of long duration. 

As yet the trembling year is unconfirm'd, 
And Winter oft at eve refumes the breeze, · 
Chills the pale morn, and hids his driving fleets 
Deform the day delightl efs. 

As foon as a few dry days have made the land 
fit for working, the farmer goes to the plough; 
and if the fair weather continues, proceeds to 
fowing oats and barley, though this bufinefs is 
feldom fini.ihed till the next month. The im
portance of a dry feafon for getting the feed early 
and favourably into the ground, is expreifed in 
the old proverb, 

A buili.el of March duft: is worth a king's ranfom .. 

The mellow note of the throftle, who fings 
l 

perched on the naked bough of fome lofty tree, is 
B heard 
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heard from the b~ginning qf the month : at the .. 

fame time, the ring-dove cooes in the woods. 

The rookery is now all in motion with the 

pleafing labour of building and repairing nefl:s ; 

and highly amufing it is to obferve the tricks and 

artifices of the thievifh tribe, fame to defend, 

and others to pl under, the materials of their new 

h~bitations. Thefe birds are accu fed of doing 

- much injury to the farmer by p1 ucking up the 

young corn,. and other fpringing vegetables; but 

fome think this mifchief fully repaid by their 

diligence in picking up the grubs of various 

infects, which, if fuffered to grow to maturity, 

would occafior:i much greater damage. For this 

purpofe, they are frequently feen following the 

plough) or fettling in flocks on newly-turned up 

lands. 

Some birds~ which took refuge in our temperate 

cfimate from the rigour of the northern winters, 

now begin to leave us, and return to the countries 

where they were bred. Th.e red-wing thrufh, 

field fare, and woodcock, are of this kind; and 

they retire to f pend their furn mer in Norway, 

S:wed1:n1 and other parts of the north. 

The 
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. The gannets, or fol and geefc, refort during this 
month to .thofe .Scotch iCTes, where they breed in 
fuch numbers, as to cover almofl: the whole fur ... 
face of the ground with their eggs and young. 

Frogs1 which during Winter lay in a torpid 
·fiate at the bottom of ponds or ditches, are en-
1ivened by the warmth of Spring, and early in 
this month rife to the furface of the water in va!~ 
numbers. They are at fi.dl: very timorous, and 
dive t~ the bott~m with great quicknefs as one 
approaches; but in the coupling [eafon they be
come bolder, and make themfelvcs heard to a 
great d i!l:ance by their croaking. 

Thofe mofi elegant fifh, fmclts or . fparlings, 
,begin to run up the rivers in _this month in order 
·to fpawn. They are of fo tender a nature, that 
,the leafi mixture of fnow-water in the river dri,ves 
them back to the fea. 

But nothing in the animal creation is a more 
p1eafing fpcctac1e, than the [porting of the young 
lambs, moil: of which are yeaned this month, and 
are tru!l:ed abroad when the weather is tolerably 
mild. DYER, in his poem of The Fleece, gives 

B 2 a very 
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a very natural and beautiful defcription of this 

circumfiance. 

Spread around thy tend'refr diligence 
In flow'ry fpring-time, when the new-dropt lamb, 
Tott'ring with weaknefs by his mother's fide, 
Feels the frelh world about him; and each thorn, 
Hillock, or furrow, trips his feeble feet: 
0 guard his meek f weet innocence from all 
Th' innumerous ills, that rulh around his life; 
Mark the quick kite, with beak and talons prone, 
Circling the !kies to foatch him from the plain; 
Obferve the lurking crows; beware the brake, 
There the fly fox the carelefs minute waits; 
Nor trufr thy neighbour's dog, nor earth, nor !ky : 
Thy bofom to a thoufand cares divide. 
Eurus oft flings bis hail ; the tardy fields 
Pay not their promis1 d food; and oft the dam 
O'er her weak twins with €mpty udder mourns1 

Or fails to guard, when the bold bird of prey 
Alights, and hops in many turns around, 
And tires her a-lfo turning: to her aid 
Be nimble, and the weakefi-, in thine arms, 
Gently convey to the warm cote, and oft, 
Between the lark' s ·note antl the nightingale's3 

His hungry bleating ftill with tepid inilk ; 
In this foft office may thy children join, 
And charitable habits learn in fport: 
.Nor yield him to himfelf, ere vernal airs 
,S_prinkle thy Little croft with daify flewel:s .• 

.Anothei· 



1v1 A R C H. 

Another mofr agreeable token of the arrival of 
Spring, is that the bees begin to venture out of 

their hives about the middle of this month. As 
their food is the honey- like juice found in the 
tubes of flowers, their coming abroad is a certain 
fign that flowers are now to be met with. No 
creature feems poffeffed of a greater power of fore

feeing the weather; fo that their appearance in 

the morning, may be reckoned a fore token 0£ 
a fair day. 

The gardens are now rendered· gay oy the' 
crocufes, whieh adorn the borders ·with a rich 
mixture of the brightefr yel1ow and' purple. The 
little fhrubs of mezereon are in their beauty. 

'I'he fi~lds look green with the f pringing grafs, 
but few wild flowers as yet appear to decorate the 

ground. Daifies, however, begin to be fprinkled 

over the dry pafrures ; and the rnoifr banks of 
ditches are enli:vened with the gloffy frar-like 
yellow .ffowers of pilewort. Towards the end of 
the month, primrofes peep out beneath the hedges; 

and the mo.ft delightfully fragrant of all flowers~. 
the violet, difcovers itfelf by _the perfume it im
parts to the furrounding air, before the eye has 

perceived it in its lowly bed. SHAKESPEARE 

B 3 com-
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:ompares an exquifite]y fweet firain of rnufic, 

to the delicious fcent of this Bower. 

0 ! it came o'er my ear, like the fweet fouth, 
That breathes upon a bank of violets, 
Stealing anll giving odour. 

There are feveraI kinds of violets; but the fra -

grant (both blue and white) is the earlieft, theric 

called the March violet. '[ o thefeflowers SHAKE

SPEARE adds the daffodil, 

'''hich comes before the fwallow dares, and takes 
The ,vinds of M arch with beauty. 

e: .fides the hazel, the fallow now enlivens the 

·hedges vv ith its catkins full of yellow duft; and 

the alder-trees are covered with a kind of black 

hunches, vvbich are the male and female flowers. 

'I.'he haves of honeyfuckles are nearly expanded, 

In the g ardens, the peach and n eccarine, the 

al mond, the cherry and apricot - t rees , come in to 

full bud during this month. The ga rdeners find 

p lenty of employment in p ·uni n g trees, di ggi ng 

a nd manuring beds, and fo ving a g reat va riety 

of fee<l s, both for the flm ·e:- :rn d kitchen garden. 

I 
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In the latter part of this month the equinox hap

P'=ns, when day and night are of equal length all 

over the globe: or rather, when the fun is an cq ual 

time above, and below, the horizon. For the 

morning and evening twilight make apparent day 

confiderably longer than night. This takes place 

again in September. The fidl: is called the vernal, 

the latter, the autumnal equinox. At thefe times 

frorms and tempeffs are particularly frequent, 

whence they have al ways been the terror of ma

nners. M:uch winds are boiD.:crous and vehe

ment t a proverb. 
, 

APRIL. 
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Now daifies pied, and violets blue, 
And lady-fmocks all filver white, 

And cuckow-buds of yellow hue, 
Do paint the meadows with delight i 

The cuckow now on every tree 
Sings cuckoo-cuckoo. 

APRIL weather is become a proverbial ex-
preffion for a mixture of the bright and 

gloomy. The pleafantnefs of its funiliiny days, 
with the delightful view of fre!h greens and 
newly opened flowers, is unequalled; but they 
are frequently overcaft with clouds, and chilled 
by rough wintry blafi:s. 

Her face was like an April morn, 
Clad in a win try cloud ; 

fays the beautiful ballad of Margaret's Gho.fl. 

This month gives the moil: perfeB: image of 
Spring; for its viciffitudes of warm gleams of 
funihine, and gentle !bowers, have the mofi pow

erful 
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er.fol effects in ha!l:ening that univerfal fpringing 

ef the vegetable tribes, from whence the feafon 

derives its appellation ... 

April generally begins with raw unpleafant. 

weather, the influence of the equinoctial fiorms 

frill in fome degree prevailing. Its opening is,.; 

thus defcribed in a poem of Mr. WAR TO N's ~-

Mindful of difafi:er pail:; 

And fhrinking at the northern blaft, 

The fleety frorm returning frill, 

The, morning hoar, the evening chill ; · 

Reluctant comes the timid Spring. 

Scarce a bee, with airy ring, 

Murmurs the bloffom'd boughs around 

That dothe the garden's fouthern bound; 

Scarce a fickly fi:raggling flower 

Decks the rough caftle's rifted tower : 

Scarce the hardy primrofe peeps 

From the dark dell's entangled freeps • . 

Fringing the foreft's deviolls edge 

Half rob'd appears the hawthorn hedge; 

Or to the diftant e,ye difplay-s 

Weakly green its budding fpray~ 

Early in the month, that welcome gu.eff and 

llarbinger of Summer, the [wallow, returns. The 

B S kind· 
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kind fir:fl: feen, is the chimney or houfe fwailow, 
known by its long forked tail, and red breaft. 
At firft, here and there one only appears, glancing 
quick by us, as if fcarcely able to endure the cold. 

The fwa1low; for a moment feen, 
Skims in hafte the village green. 

But in a few days, their number is much in 
creafed, and they fport with feeming pleaf ure in 
the warm funfhine. 

And fee, my Delia, fee o'er yonder ftream, 
Where on the funny bank the lambkins play, 

Alike attracted to th' enlivening gleam, 
The !hanger fwaJlows take their wonted way. 

]AGO. 

As thefe birds live on infeB:s, their appearance 
is a certain proof that fame of this minute tribe 
of animals are now got abroad from their winter 
retrc-ats. 

The birds are now buficd in pa1nng, and 
}luilding their nefis. As their finging is the voice 
of courtfni p and conjugal love, the concerts of 
the groves begin to fill will all their various 
melody. The nightingale, that-moit accompli!hed 
~,nd e ch ntiog of fongfiers, is heard foon after the 

arr ival 
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arrival of the [wallow. He fings by day as well 

as by night; but in the day time, his voice is 

drowned in the multitude of performers; in the 

evening it is heard alone; whence the poets have 

always made the fang of the nightingale a 

nocturnal ferenade. 

Sweet bird, that fhunn 'ft the noife of folly, 

Mofr mu/ical, moft melancholy! 

The chauntrefs, oft, the woods among , 

I woo to hear thy even-fong. 
MILTON, 

Another of the mo~ firiking events of this 

month, is the renewal of thecuckow's note, which 

is generally heard about the middle of April. This 

is fo remarkable a circumfiance, that it has com

manded attention in all countries; and feveral 

rufiic fayings, and the names of feveral plants 

which flower at this time, are d,erived from _it. 

Hail beauteous {hanger of the wood, 

Attendant on the Spring! 

Now he:i.ven repairs thy rural feat, 

And woo<ls thy welcome fing. 

Soon as the daify decks the green, 

Thy certain voice we hear: 

B 6 Haft 
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Haft thou a ftar to guide thy path, 

Or mark the rolling year? 

Delightful vifitant ! with thee 
I hail the time of flowers, 

When heaven is fill'd with nrnfic fweet 
Of birds among the bowers. 

'The fchool-boy, wand'ring in the wood 
To pull the flowers fo gay, 

Starts, thy curious voice to hear, 
And imitates thy lay. LOGAN. 

The cuckow's arrival is regular I y preceJ·ed fome 
days by that of the wry neck, a fmall bird, fingular 
in its attitudes -and plumage, and Ii vino- upon . Q infects which harbour in the bark of trees, which 
it extracts by means of its long tongue, furniihed 
with a fharp bony tip. The wryneck alfo has a 
peculiar note or cry, eafily diftinguifhed by thofo 
who have once heard it. 

Other birds which are feen amongft us only in 
the warmer months, as the redfi:art, whitethroat~ 
and yellow wagtail, appear in April. 

The fifhrs are n~w infpired by the fame en
livening influence which acts upon the refi: of 
~nimated nature; and in confequence, again offer 

themfel ves 
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themfel ves as a prey to the arts of the angler, 
who returns to his ufual haunt. 

Beneath a willow, long forfook, 
The fiiher feeks his. cufi:om'd nook; 
And burfiing thro' the crackling fedge 
That urowns the current's cavern'd edge,
He fi:artles from the bordering wood 
The bafhful wild-duck's early brood. 

WARTQ~ .• 

A confiderable number of plants Rower in .this 
month; in particular,. many of the fruit-bearing 
trees and furubs,. the flowers of which ar.e pe
culiarly termed blojfoms. Thefe form a, moil: 
agreeable f pectacle, as well on account of their. 
beauty, as of the promife they give of future 
benefits. 

Hope waits upon the flowery prime. 

It is, however, an anxious time forthepolfelT'or,, 
as the fairefr prof peel: of a plentiful increafe is 
fo often blighted. SHAKESPEARE draws a pa
thetic com parifon from this circumfi:ance, to 
paint the delufive nature of human expecb
tions. 

This-
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This is the fi:ate of man; to-day he puts forth 

The tender leaves of hope, to-morrow bloifoms, 

And bears his blufhing honours thick upon him, 

The third day comes a froft, a killing froft. 

And MILTON beautifully ufes the fame fimile .: 

Abortive as the firft-born bloom of Spring, 

Nipp'd with the lagging rear of Winter' s froft. 

The apricots and peaches lead the way 1n 

blo:ffoming, and are followed by the cherry and 

plum. The black-thorn or floe (which is a fpe

cies of plum) alfo enlivens the hedges with its 

flowers in this month. Thofe of the lowlier 

plants which now mofi fi:rike the eye, are the 

primrofe and wood-forrel under hedges; the 

wood-anemGne in dry woods and thi ckets; the 

wood crowfoot and madh-marygold in wet 

madhy places; and the lady-fmock, or cuckow

£ower ( as fome call it) in meadows. 

' The farmer is fiill bufied in fowing different 

forts of grain, and feeds for fodder; for which 

purpofe dry weather is yet fuitable; though plen

tiful , ihowers at due intervals are defirable for 

feeding the young grafs ancl fpringing corn. 
\ 

MAY, 
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For thee, fweet month, the groves green liv'ries wear; 
If not the firfl:, the fairefl of the yeai:: 
For thee the Graces lead the dancing Hours, 
And Nature's ready pencil paints the flowers. 

MAY has ever been the favourite month of 

the yeaF in poetical defcription; but the 

praifes fo laviilily befiowed upon it, took their· 

rife from climates more fouthern than ours. In 

fuch, it really unites all the foft beauties of Sµring 
with the radiance of Summer; and has warmth 

enough to cheer and invigorate, without over

powering. \Vit!1 us, efpecially fince we have 

reckone<l by the new fty le, great part of the month 

is y~t too chill for a perfect enjoyment of the 

charms of nature; and frequent injury is done to 

the flowers and young fruits during its courfe, by 
blights and blaH:ing winds. May-day, though 

frill obferved as a rural feitival, has often little 

pleafure to befiow but that arifing from the name. 

In 
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In a very elegant poem, entitled The Tears of old 
May-day, this newer rival is. thus defcribed. 

Norwond<ir, man, that Nature's bafhfol face, 
And opening charms her rude embraces fear: 

Is {he not fprung of April's wayward race, 
The fiakly daughter of th' unripen'd year? 

With fhow'rs anci funiliine in lier fickle eyes, 
With hollow fmiles proclaiming treach'rous peace;· 

With olufhes, harb'ring in their thin difguife, 
The bla!l that riots on the Spring's increafe. 

The month, however, on the whole, is even in, 
this country f ufficiently profofe of beauties. The 
earth is covere~ with tl-ie frdhefr green of the grafs 
and young corn, and adorned with numernu& 
flowers opening on every fide. The trees put on 
all their verd·ure. The hedges are rich in fra
grance from the fnowy bloffoms of the hawthorn·; 
and the orchards dif play their higheft beauty il'}. 
the delicate blu!h of the apple bloffoms. 

From the moift meadow to the wither'd hil1, 
Led by the breeze, the vivid verdure runs, 
And fwells, and deepens, to the cherifh'd eye. 
The hawthorn whitens ; and the juity groves 

r.-
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Put forth their buds, unfolding by degree~, 

Till the whole leafy foreft ftands difplay'd, 

In full luxuriance. - - - - -

And the birds fing conceal'd. 

33 

THOMSON , 

All this fcene of beauty and fertility is, how

ever, fometimes dreadfully ravaged by the blights 

which peculiarly occur in this month. 'The 

rnifchief feems to be done ch: ;fly by innumerable 

{warms of very fmall infects, which are brought 

by the north-eafi: winds. 

If, brufh'd from Ruffian wilds, a cutting gale 

Rife not, and fcatter from his humid wings 

The clammy mildew; or, dry-blowing, breathe 

Untimely froft; before whofe baleful blaft 

The full-blown Spring thro' all her foli~ge !hri.nks, 

Joylefs and dead, a wide-deje8:ed wall:e. 

For oft, engend'red by the hazy north, 

Myriads on myriads, infecl: armies warp 

Keen in the poifon 'd breeze; and walleful eat 

Thro' buds and bark, into the blacken'd core 

Their eager way. 
THOMSON .• 

A cold and windy May is, however, accoun.ted 

favourable to the corn; which, if broug_ht for .. 

ward by early warm weather, is apt to run. into 

fialk, whilG its ears remain thin and light. 

The 
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The firfi- of May is the general time for turning 
@ut cattle into the pafiures, though frequently 
then very bare of grafs. The milk foon becomes 
more copious, and of finer quality, from the 
juices in the young grafs; and it is in this month 
that the making of cheefes is uf ually begun in 
the dairies. 

The gardens now yield an agreeable, though 
i mmature product, in the young goofeberries and 
currants, which are highly acceptable to our 
t ables, now almofi exhaufied of their ftore of 
preferved fruits. 

1"he leafing of trees i commonly compl eted in 
this month. It begins with th aquatic kinds, 
fuch as willow,, poplar, and alder; and ends with 
the oak, bees,h, and afh. Thefe are fometimes 
very th in of foliage even at the clofe of May. 

Among the numerous wild flowers, none at
t_raB:s more notice than the cow.flip, 

Whofe bafhful fl owers 
D eclining , hide their beauty from the fu n, 
Nor give their fpotted bofoms to th e gaze 
Of hafty paffenger. 

On 
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On h '- dge banks, the wild germander, of a fine 

azure blue, is confpicuous; and the whole furface 

-of meadows is often covered with the yellow 

c rowfoot. Thefe flowers are alfo call ed butter

cups, and are fuppofed by fome to give the butter 

its rich yellow tinge at this feafon; but falfcly~ 

as the co ws will not touch it, on account of its 

biting quality. 

Birds hatch and rear their young principally 

during this month. _The patience and affiduity 

of the female during the tafk of fitting is admi

r able; as well as the conjugal affection of the 

male, who fings to his mate, and often fupplies 

her pl ace; and nothing can excee! the paternal 

tendernefs of both, when the young are brought 

to Jight. 

Towards the end of May, the bee-hives fend 

fo rth their earlier f warms. Thefc colonies confift 

of th e young progeny, now g rown too numerous 

to remain in their parent habitation, and f uf

fici en tl y {hon g and vigorous to provide for them

fel ves . One qu een bee.i s neceffary to form each 

.olony; ar.d where;er ih~ flies, they follow . 

Nature 
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Nature directs them to march in a body in q uefr 
of a new fettlement, which, if left to their-choi€e, 
would generally be fome hollow trunk of a tree. 
But man, who converts the labours and infiinets 
of fo many animals to his own ufe, provides them 
with a more fecure dwelling, and repays himfelf 
with their honey. The early fwarms -are gene
rally the moft valuable, as they have time enough 
to lay in a'"plentiful fiore of honey for their fub
fiftence againft the winter. 

This month is not a very bufy feafon for the 
farmer. Some fowing remains to be done in late 
years; and in forward ones, the weeds which 
fpring up abundantly both in fields and gardensj 
require to be kept under. The huiliandman now 
looks forward with anxious hope to the rewa.rd 
of his induftry. 

Be gradous, Heaven I for now laborious man 
Has done his part. Ye foftering breezes, blow! 
Ye foftening clews, ye tender fhowers, defcend 1 
An<l temper all, thou world-reYiving fun, 
l.nto the perfea year! 

THOMSON~ 

JUNE~ 
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Now genial funs and gentle breezes reign, 

And Summer's fairefr fplendours deck the plain 9 

Exulting Flora views her new-born rofe, 

And all the ground with !hort-liv'd beauty glows. 

JUNE is really, in this climate, what the poets 

~eprefent May to be-the moil: lovely month 

of the year. .Summer is commenced, and warm 

weathe.r .thor.oughl y eftablifhed ; yet th.e heats 

rarely arife to excefs, or interrupt the enjoyment 

of ..thofe pleafures, which the fcenes -of nature 

now afford. The trees are in their f ullefi drefs; 

and a profufion of the gayeft flowers is every

where fcattered around, which put on all their 

b.eauty j.uft h~fore they are cut down by the 

fcythe, or withered by the heat. 

Soft copious fhowers -are extremely welcome 

towards the beginning of this month, to forward 

the growth of the herbage. Such an one is thus 

defcribed by THOMSON, 
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·Gradual finks the breeze 

Into a perfect calm; th;it not a breath 
Is heard to quiver through the clofing woods, 
Or rnl1ling turn the many-twinkling leaves 
Of afpen tall. 

At lall: 
The clouds confign their treafores to the fields ; 
And, foftly !haking on the dimpled pool 
Prelufive drops, let all their moiiture fl.ow, 
In large effufion, o'er the frefhened world. 
The ftealing !h0wer is fcarce to patter heard, 

· By fuch as wander through the foreft walks, 
Beneath th' umbrageous multitude of leaves. 
But who can hold the fhade, while Heaven defcends 
In univerfal bounty, !bedding herbs, 
And fruits, and flowers, on Nature's ample lap? 

One of the earliefi: rural employments of this 
month is the £hearing of :fheep; a bufine[s of 
much importance in various parts of the kingdom, 
where wool is one of the mofi valuable products. 
England has for many ages been famous for it-s 
breeds of !beep, which yield wool of various 
qualities, fui.ted to different branches of the wool
len manufaB:ory. The downs of Dorfedhire, and 
-other fouthern and wefiern .counties., feed :lheep 
whofe fip~ iliort fleeces are employed in making 
the befi broad .cloths. The coarferwool of York-

fhire, 
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fuire, and the northern counties, is ufed in the 

narrow cloths. The large Leicefter!hire and 

Lincoln!hire fueep are clothed w1th long thick 

flakes, proper for the hofier's ufc: and every other 

kind is valuable for fome particular purpofe. 

The feafon for fueep-fhearing commences as 

foon as the warm weather is fo far fettled, that 

the iheep may without danger lay afide great part 

of their clothing. The following tokens are gi

ven by DYER in his Fleece, to mark out the time .. 

If verdant elder fi)reads 

Her fil'fer flowers; if humble daifies yield 

To yellow crowfoot anc.l luxuriant grafs, 

Gay ihearing-time approaches, 

Before £hearing, the £beep undergo the opera

tion of wa!hing, in order to fre.e the wool from 

·the foulnefs i:t has contrac1ed. 

Upon the brim 

Of a clear river, gently drive the flock, 

And plunge them one by one into the flood: 

Plung'd in the flood, not long the {huggler finks, 

With his white flakes, that glifi-en thro' the tide; 

The fturdy ruftic, in the middle wave, 

Awaits to feize him ri!ing i one arm bears 

Hii 
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His lifted head above the limpid ftream, 
· . While the full clammy fleece the other laves 

Around, laborious, with repeated toil ; 
.And then re0gns him to the funny bank, 
Where, bleating loud, he fuakes his dripping locks. 

DYER. 
" 

The £hearing itfelf is conducted with a degree 
of ceremony and rural -dignity ; and is a kind of 
fefi:ival, as well as a piece of labour. 

At laft, of fnowy white, the gathered flocks 
Are in the wattled pen innumerous prefs'd, 
Head above head: and, rang'd in lufty rows 
The ihepherds fit, and whet the founding fuears. 
The houfewife waits to roll her fl,eecy ftores. 
With all her gay-drefi: maids attending round. 
One, chief, in gracious dignity enthron'd, 
Shines o'er the reft, the pafforal qneen, and rays 
Her [miles, fweet-beaming, on her fuepher~-king, 

A fimple fcene ! yet hence BRITANNIA fees 
Her folid grandeur rife : hence {he commands 
Th' exalted fi:ores of every brighter clime, 
The treafures of the fun without his rage. 

THOMiOK . 

A profufion of fragrance now arifes from the 
fields of clover in flower. Of this plant there are 
the varieties ~f white and purple, The latter ii 

fometimes 
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fometimes called honeyfockle, from the quantity 

of fweet juice contained in the tu be of the flower, 

whence the bees extract much of their honey . 

. A frill more delicious odour proceeds from the 

·beans in blo£rom; of which THOMS0N fpeaks in 

his rapturous language. 

Lorig l_ct m walk 
Where the breeze blows from yon extended ,field 
Of bloffom'd ·beans. Arabia cannot boafr 
A fuller gale of joy, than, liberal, thence 
13reatj-ies thro' the fenfe, and takes the raviih '.d fool .. · 

Beans and peas belong to a large nattiral family 

of '1)lants, called the papilionaceo-us, or butter.fly

ihaped-bloffomed, and the leguminous, from the 

p-ods they bear. Almoft all thefe in our climate 

afford wholefome food for man or beaft, O[ fome, 

the feeds alo.ne are ufed, as of pea and bean ; of 

fome, the entire pod, as of French or kidney

bean; and of_ fame, the whole plant., as of c-lo
ver, lucern, and vetch. 

In the hedges, the .place of the hawthorn is 

fu pplied by the Rowers of the hip, or dog-rofe, the 

different hues of which, from a Jio-ht bluili to a 
t) 

C deep 
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deep crimfon, form a mofi: elegant variety of 
colour. _Some time after, the woodbine or honey
fuckle begins to blow; and this, united with the 
rofe, gives our hedges their highefi: beauty and 
fragrance. 

'The feveral kinds of corn come into ear and 
llower cl uring this month; as do likewife numerous 
fpecies of grafs; which, indeed, are all fo many 
leffer kinds of corn; or, rather, corn is only a 
larger fort of grafs. It is peculiar to all this tribe 
of plarits, to have long flender leaves, a jointed 
ilalk, and a flowering head, either in the form of 
a clofe fpike, Jjke wheat, or a loofe bunch, like 
(:)ats. This head confifrs of numerous hufky 
flowers, each of which bears a fingle feed. 

I 

lri the large kinds, which are ufually termed 
,orn, thefe feeds are big enough to be worth 
feparating; and they form the chief article of food 
of almofl: all the civilized nations of the world. 
ln Europe, the principal kinds of corn are wheat, 
rye, barley, and oats. In Afia, rice is mofi: 

ultivated: in Africa, an! the Weft Indies, maize 
@r Indian corn~ 

The 
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The fmaller kinds, called gra.Jfes, are moil: 

valuable for thei~ leaves and fialks, or herbage, 

which makes the principal food of all domefiic 

,cattle. rrhis, cut down and dried, is hay, the 

winter provifion of "cattle in all the temperate and 

.rwrthern climates. Grafs is mo:fl: .fit to cut after 

it is in ear, but before its feeds are ripened. lf it 
be fuffered to grow too long, it will Iofe all its 

.nutritious juices, and become like the {haw o f 

-corn. The latter part of June is the beginning 

of hay-harve:fl: for the fouthern c\nd middle partg 

of the kingdom. This is one of the bufiefl: and 

mofi agreeable of rural occupations.. Both fcxes 

.and all ages are engaged in it. The fragrance of 

the new-mown hay, the gaiety of all-furround

ing objecl:s, a1~d the genial warmth of the wea

t her, all confpire to render it a feafon of pleafure 

and delight to the beholder. It is at this feafoa 

-that we can peculiarly feel the beauty of the re 

charmin~ lines of MILTON. 

As one who long in populous cii,y pent, 
v here houfes thick an<l fewers annoy the airr 
Forth i!fuing on a fummer's morn to breathe 
Among the pleafa11t villages and farms 

Adjoin 'd1 from each th ing met c~ncei es Jel ight, 

Cz 
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The finell of grain, or tedded grafs, or kine, 

Or dairy, each rural fight, each ruraf found. 

On the twenty-.firfr of June happens the fummer• 

Jo!Jlice, or longefl: day. At this time, in the mofr 

northern parts of the ifland, there is fcarcely any 

night, the twilight continuing almofl: from the 

fetting to the rifing of the fun; fo that it is light 

enough at midnight to foe to read. This feafon 

is alfo properly called Midfummer, though, in

deed, the greatefr heats are not yet arrived; and 

.there is more warm weather after it than before. 

The principal feafon for taking that delicate 

fiili, the mackerel, is in this month. ~ 

Currants and goofeberries begin to ripen about 

the end of June, and prove extremely refrelhing 

as ~he parching heats advan_ce. 

rrhough the other fenfes are fo much gratified 

in this month, the ear loofes mofl: of its entertain

ment, as the bhds, 110w the feafon of courdhrp 

and rearing their young is pafi-, no lo~ger exer

cife their mufical powers., 

The 



J U N E. 

The groves, the fields, the meadows, now no more 

"\1/ith melody refound. 'Tis filence all, 

As if the lovely fong!l:ers, overwhelin 'd 

B
1
y bou·nteous nature's plenty, by -intranc'd 

In clrowfy lethargy. 

45" 

After the end of June, an attentive obfcrver 

heard no birds except the :fl:one curlew (tbick

kneed plover of Pennant) whiflling late at night; 

the yellow-hammer, goldfinch, and golden-crdl:

ed wren, now and then chirping. The cuckow'~ 

note ceafes about this time. 

/ 

C 3 JULY. 
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Deep to the root 
OJ vegetation parch 'd, the cleaying field i. 
And {Epp'ry lawn an arid hue difclofe ~ 
Echo no more returns the cheerful found 
Of iliarp'n ing fcythe; the mowe1~ finking heap" 
O'er hirn the humid hay, with flowers perfom'd. 

AS January is the coldefi-, July is the hbttefl: 
mo.nth of the year. The direct influence 

of the fun, indeed, is continually diminiihing 

after the fummer-folftice; but the earth and air 

have been fo thoroughly heated, that the warmth 

which they retain more than compenfates, for a 

time, . the diminution of folar rays. _ The effects 

of this weather upon the face of nature foon be
come rnanifeft . All the Rowers of the former 

month foon lofe their beauty, !hrivel and fall ; 

at the fame time their leaves and fialk lofe their 
verdure, and the whole pl ant hafrens to decay. 

Many plants, however, do not beg in to flower 

til1 July: thefe are, par-ticularl y, the aromatic; 

the 
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the focculent, or thick-leaved; feveral of th~ 

aquatic; and of thofe called compound-flowered, 

in which many florets are collected into one head, 

as thifl:le, fowthifile, hawkweed, &c. The lily 
is one of the principal ornaments 0.f gardens in 

this month ; and with its delicate white flowers, 

iives an agreeable fenfation of coolnefs to the eye,, 

"I'he animal creation feem oppreffed with lan

iuor during this hot feafon, and either feek the 

rece£res of woods, or refort to pools and frreams 

to c.o-ol their bodies, and quench their thirfr. 

On the grail}~ bank 
Some ntminating lie; while others ftand 
Half in the flood, and often benqing fip 
The circling forface. In the middle droops, 
The ftrong laborious ox, of honeit front, 
Which incompos'd he ihakes; and from his [ides 
The tronblous infe8s la!hes with his tail, 
Returning !Ell. 

THOMSON. 

The infea tribe, however, 2.re pe<i:u.}iarly active 

and vigorous in the hotteft weather~ Thefe 

minute creatures are for the moft part annual1 

being hatched in the Spring,, and dying· at the 

C 4 approach 
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approach of Winter: they have therefore n o time 

to Iofe in indolence, but mufi make the mofi ·of 

their ihort exifience; efpecial]y as their mofi per

fetl: fiate continues only du ring a part of their 

lives. All infects undergo three changes, in each 

of which they are transformed toa totally different 

appearance. From the egg, they firfi turn into 

caterpillars or maggots, when they crawl upon 

many feet, _ and are extremely voracious, many 

kinds of them doing much mifchief in the gardens, 

~nd fometimes devouring the leaves of the trees, 

and even the herbage on the ground. This is 

their fiate in the Spring. They next become 

aurelias or chryfalifes, when they re fem ble an 

infant clofely vvrapt in [waddling-clothes; being 

rnotionlefs, taking no nouri!hment, and indeed, 

having no appearance of Jiving creatures. From 

this fiate they burf1: forth into the perfcfl iPj l'Ef, 

fhining in all its colours, furnifhed with wings, 

full of ?.ctivity, capable of propagating its fpecies, 

and feedtng, for the mofr part, on thin liquid 

aliments, f uch as the honey of Bowers~ and juices 

of animals. In this frate mofr of them continue 

but a £hort time. The male impregnates the 

female; ihe lays her eggs; and they both die. 

Wak'd 
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Wak'd by hi~ warmer ray, the reptile young· 

Come wing'd abroad; by the light air up born, . 

Lighter, and full of foul. From every chink, 

An~ fecret corn.er, where they !lept away 

The wintry ftorms; or rifing from their tombs, 

To higher life; by myriads, forth at once, 

Swarming they pour; - of all the vary'd hues 

Their beauty-beaming parent.can difclofe. 

Ten thoufand forms! ten thoufand different.tribes! 

People the blaze. To funny . waters fome 

By fatal inftinfrfly; . where on the pool 

They, [ portive, wheel; or, failing down the ftream, 

Are fnatch'd immediate by th(: quick-ey'd trout, 

Or darting falmon. Thro' the green-wood glade 

S-ome love to {hay; there lodg'd, amus'd and fed, 

1n the frefh leaf. Luxurious, others make · 

The meads. their choice, and vifit every flower, , 

And every lalent herb : for the fweet tafk, 

To propag:ite their kinds, and where to wrap, 

In what foft beds, their young yet un<lifclos'd, 

Employs their tender c:1re. Some to the houfe, 

The fold, aml. dairy, hungry, bend their flight; 

Sip round -the pail, . or tafte the·curdling_ ch€efe •. 

THOMSON .. . 

49 

About the middle of this month, the {hoals of-

that migratory fi{h, the pilchard, begin to appear~ 

(;)ff_ the co'\ft of Cornwall. 

c.. 5 
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The luxury of cooling ihades is now peculiarly 
grateful ; and indeed, is fcarcely de.fired in thi-s 
climate longer than a few weeks at the height of 
Summer. 

Welcome, ye !hades; t ye bowery thickets, hail! 
Ye lofty pines ! ye venet able oaks ! 
Ye a!hes wild, refounding o'er the fte~ ! 
Delicious is your !helter to the foul, 
As to the hunted hart the £allying f pring. 

THOMSON. 

Bathing too, is a delightful amufement at this 
feafon; and happy is the fwimmer, who alone is 
able to enjoy the foll pleafure of this healthful 
exercife. The power of habit to improve the 
natural faculties, is in nothing more apparent than 
i n the art off wimming. Man, without practice, 
is utterly unable to fupport himfelf in the water. 
In thefe northern countries, the feafon for · plea
fant bathing being iliort, few in proportion can 
fwim at aJ.1; and to thofe who have acquired the 
art, it is a laborious and fatiguing exercife. 
W hereas, in the tropical countries, where from 

- - j 

their very infancy both fexes -are eopt inually 
--plunging into the water, they become a fort @:l f 
amphi-bious creatures, fwimming and div ing with 

the 
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the utmofieafe, and for hours together, without 

intermiffion. 

'I'he exceffi ve heats of this period of the year, 

caufe fuch an evaporation from the furface of the· 

earth and waters, that after fome continuance o . 

dry weather, large heavy clouds ate formed, which, 

at length, let fall their collected liqu0r in ex

tremely copious fhowers, . which frequently beat 

down. the full-grown corn, and fometimes dduge

the country with fudden floods.. Thunder and.. 

Jjghtning generally acct>mpany thefe Summer 

fiorms. Lightning is a colletl:ion of dechic fire 

drawn from the heated air and earth, and accumu

l~ted in the clouds,. which, at length overcharged,. 

fuddenly let go their contents in the form.of broad 

flalhes or fiery darts. Thefe are attracted again 

by the earth, and often intercepted by buildings,, 

trees,- and other elevated objects,. which are: 

thattered by the fhGck.. Thunder is the naife· 

occafioned by the explofion, and therefore always 

follows the lightning; the found travelling Dower 

to our ears, than the light to our eyes. . J ufr the 

fame thing happens when a gun is fired at a dif

t.ance. \Vhen we hear the thunder, therefore, 

U da;1ger from that J.la!h of lightning is over; 

~ 6 and 



5z CALENDAR OF NATUR:E. 
and thunder, though fo awful and tremendous to 
the ear, is, of itfelf; entirely harmlefs •. 

The effects of the great heat on the human 
body are agreeably allayed, by the various whol~
fome fruits which Provid~nce offers at this feafun 
for the u.fe of man. Thofe which are now ripe, 
are of all the mofi: cooling and refrefhing; as 
c urrants, goofeberries, raJpberr.ies, frrawber.ries> 
and cherries. Thefe are no lefs fiflutary and ufe
ful, than the r.ichefr prnducl:s of the warmer 
di mates. 

Hens moult, or Iofe their feathers, during 
th is month. The fmaller birds do not moult fo 
early; but all renew their plumage before Winter,. 
when they are in.their find± and warmefr clothing. 

Young par-tridges are found at this time among 
the corn. 

The farmer's chief emp~oymen t in J uiy, is 
getting home the various prod ucl:s of the earth. 
It is the principal hay-month in the northern 

arts of the kingdom, and the work-11eople fuffe i: 

ID\lCh 
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much fatrgue from the exceffive heat to which, 

they are expofed. 

Flax and hemp are pulle<l in this month. Thefe 

plants are cultivated in various parts of Europe, 
more than in England. The fialks of both are 
full of tough fibres or firings, which, feparated 
and prepared in a particular manner, become fit 
for [pinning into thread. Of .Bax, linen is made, 

from the finefr cambric, to the coarfefi canvafs-. 
Hemp is chiefly ufed for coarfe cloth, fuch as 
ftrong ilieeting, and facking; but it is fometimes 
wrought to confiderable finenefs; it is alfo twifl:'
ed into ropes and cables,. 

The corn-harvefl begins in July in the fouth
ern parts of the ifiand; but Augufl is the prin~ 
~ ipal harveft-month for. the whol~ kingdom,_ 

AUGUSTo 
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Fair Pl__enty now begins her golden reign; 

The yellow fields thick-wave with ripened grain;

Joyous the fwains renew their foltry toils, 

And bear in triumph home the harv.eft.'s wealthy fpoil ~~ 

J N the beginning of this month, the weather-is 

ftill hot, and- ufually calm. and fair.. What 

J1emained to he perfected by the powerfal influence 

of the fun, is daily advancing to maturity. The 

farmer now fees the principal obj_ect of his culture, .. 

and the chief fource of his riches, war ting only 

for the hand of the gatherer •. Of the feveral kinds 

ef grain, rye and oats are ufually the firft ripened; 

but this varies according to the time of fowing; 

and fome of every fpee.ies may be feen.fit for- cut

ting at the fame time •. 

Every fair day is now of great importance; 

fince when the corn is once ripe, it is liable to 

continual damage while ftanding,- ei'ther from the 
thedding 



A U G U S T. 

fheddi.ng of the feeds, from the depredations of 
birds, or from ftorms. The utmoft diligence is 
therefore ufed by the ,careful hu!bandman to get 
it in, and labourers are hireg from all quarters 
to haften the work. 

Pour"'d from the villages, a numerous train 
Now fpreads o'er all the fields. In form'd array 
The reapers move, ·nor fhrink for heat or toil, 
By emulation urg'd. Others d.ifpers'd 
Or bind in !heaves, or load or guide the wain, 
That tinkles as it palfes. Far behind, 
Old age and infancy with careful hand 
Pick up each. frraggling ear. 

This pleafing harvefr-fcene is beheld in its per= 
£ecl:ion only in. the open-field countries, where 
the fight can take in at once an uninterrupted 
extent of land waving with corn, and a multitude 
0£ people engaged in the various parts of the 
labour. It is a profpeB: equallt delightful to the 
eye and the h.eart, and whi~h ought to infpire 
every fentime.lilt of benevolenee to our filJow-
creatures, and gratitude to our. Cfe-ator. 

Be not too narrow, hnfuandmen t but fling, 
From the full ilieaf, wi.th,cha1it-ahle ft.ealth, 
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The liberal handful. Think, oh ! grateful, think, 

How good the God of harveil:. is to you, 

Who pours abundance o'er your flowing fields. 

THOMS-ON . 

In a late feafon, or where favourable oppor.- 

t:unities of getting in the harvefi have been neg

lected, the corn on the ground often fu1fers greatly 

from heavy fiorms of wind and rain. It is beaten 

to the earth; the feeds are lhed, or rotted by the 

moifiure;_ or, if the weather continues warm, the 

corn grows, that is, the feeds begin to germinate, 

and put out lh0ots. Grain in this ft.ate is fweet 

and moi:fi : it foon fpoils on keeping; and bread. 

made from it is clammy and unwholefome. 

Harvefi concludes with the field p~as and beans 7 

mich are fuffered to become quite dry and hard 

before th,ey are cut down. The blackrn~fs of the 

bean pods and fralks is- difagreeable to the eye,. 

though the crop is- valuable to the farmer. In 

theie countrits they are ufed as food for, cattle 

enly, as the nouriiliment they afford,_ though 

ihong, is grofs and heavy.-

The· rural fefiival of harvejl-home 1s an ex

tremely Nttural one,_ and has been obfery-ed in 

- llimofr. 
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almo-!l- all ages and countries. What can more 

gladden the heart, than to fee the Iong-expecl:ed 

products of the year, which have been the caufe 

of fo much anxiety, now fafely houfed, and 

beyond the reach of injury? 

Inwardly fmiling, the proud farmer views 

The ri_fing pyramids that grace his yard, 

And counts his large increafe ; his barns are fior'd 

And groaning fiaddles bend beneath their load. 

SOMERVILLE. 

The poor labourer, too, who has toiled in 

fecuring another's wealth,jufilyexpecb to partake 

of the happinefs. The jovial harvefi-fuppercheers 

his heart, and prepares him to begin without 

murmuring the labours of another y.ear. 

This month is the feafon of another kind of 

harvefr in fome parts of England, which is the 

hop-picking. The hop is a climbing plant, fome

times growing wild in hedges, and culciva1:ed on 

account of its ufe in making malt liquors. They 

are planted in regular rows, and poles fet for them 

to run upon. When the poles are covered to the 

top, nothing can make a more elegant appearance 

than one of thefe hop-gardens. At the time of 

gathering 
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tathering, the poles are taken up with the plants 
clinging to them, and the fcaly flowering heads,. 
which is the part ufed, are carefully picked off. 
'Thefe are a finely flavoured bitter, which they 
readily impart to hot water. They improve the 
tafie of beer, and make it keep better. Kent, 
Suifex, and W orcefierfuire, are the counties 
mofi famous for the growth of hops. 

The number of plants in flower is now very 
fenfibl y diminifhed. Thofe of th~ former months 
are running fafi to feed; and few new ones fuc
ceed. The uncultivated heaths and commons are 
Jfow, however, in their chief beauty, from the 
Bowers of the different kinds of heath or ling with 
which they are covered, fo as to fpread a rich pur
ple hue over the whole grO\md. Many o.f the fern 
tribe now thew the rufiy-coloured dots on the back 
llf the leaves, which are their parts of frucrification. 

Some of the choicefi wall-fruits are now ~Til

ing in to feafon. 

The funny wall 
Prefents the ··cfowny peach, the fhining plum, 
The ruddy fragr:mt necl:arine, and dark 
:BetJeath his ample leaf, \he lufcious figL 

ADO\,l:t 
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A bout the middle of A ugufi-, the large!l: of the 

f wallow tribe, the f wift or long-wing, difappears • 

.ks there can yet be no want of infect food, and 

the weather is fiill warm, they cannot be fuppofed 

to retire to holes or caverns and become torpid 

for the \Vinter; and as they are fo admirably 

formed for Right, it can fcarcely be doubted that 

they now migrate to fame difrant country. Near

ly at the fame time, rooks no longer pafs the 

l1ights from home, but roofi- in their nefi--trees. 

T'he red-breafr, one of our finefr tho.ugh com ... 

mone!t fongftcrs, renews his m1i~!ic about the 
end of the month. 

I 

SEP-
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SEPTEMBER. 

Now foftened funs a mellow lufl:re fued, 

The laden orchards glow wit\1 tempting red; 

On hazel boughs the clufters hang embrown'd, 

And with the fport!inan's war the new-fhorn fields refound, 

T HI'S is, in general, a very agreeable month, 

the difiinguifhing foftnefs and ferenity of 

Autumn, with its deep blue ikies, prevajling 

thr_-ough great part of it. The days are now very 

fenfibly ihortened; and the mornings and evenings 

are chill and damp, though the warmth is frill 

confiderable in the middle of the day. This vari

ation of temperature, is one caufe why Autumn 

is an unhealthy time, efpecially in the warmer 

climates and in moif1: fituations. Thofe who are 

obliged to be abroad early or late in this feafon, 

fhould be guarded by warm clothing againit: the 

cold fogs. 

In late years, . a good deal of corn is abroad, 

efpeciall y in the northern parts of the ifland, at 
the 
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the -b~ginning of September; ·but it is fuppofed 

that, in general, all will be got in., or at leafr cut, 

l?y this time; for the firfr of the month is the day, 

on which it is allowed by law to begin iliooting 

partridges. T .he[e birds make their nefi:s in corn

fields, where they bring up their young, which 

run after the parents like chickens. While the 

corn is fianding, they have a fafe refuge in it; 

but after harvefi:, when the fportfman may freely 

range over the ftubble with his pointers, they are 

either obl~ged to take to the wing, and offer them

felves to the ihooter's aim; or are furrounded by 

nets on the ground, and thus taken in whole 

coveys. 

In his mid-career, the f paniel fl:ruck, 

'Stiff, by the tainted gale, with open nofo, 

Outftretch'd, and finely fenfible, draws full, 

Fearful and cautious, on the latent prey; 

As in the fun the circling cov_ey baik. 

Their varied plumes, and watchful eve ·y way 

Thro' the rough ftubble turn the fecret eye. 

THOMSON. 

A remarkal:5le product of the earth colleeted in 

this month, is faffron. This is cultivated in va• 

rious parts of Europe, but none is fuperior to 

that grown in England, chiefly in the counties of 

Efiex 
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Effex and Cambridge. The faffron-plant is a -
fpecies of crocus, whiclr is planted in July, and 
-the flowers gathered in September. The part 
which alone is ufed, is the fine branche~ filaments 
on the in!ide of the Rower, called the Chives. It 
-is properly an expanfion of the female part of 
.fruclification, or pijlil. Thefe are picked off, 
,dried, and preffed together into cakes. They are 
,of a high orange colour, and have a very £hong 
aroma.tic odour. Saffron is u[ed in medicine as 
a cordial ; and its flavour was formerly much 
efteemed in cooke.ry. It gives a fine deep yellow 
dye. 

Very few other £lowers open in this month; 
and it is to the ripening fruits, that we are chie~~ 
indebted for variegation of colour in the landfcape 
of nature. 

The labours of the hu!bandman have but a very 
:fuort i,ntermiffion ; for no fooner is the harvefi: 
gathered in, hut the fields are again plowed up 
.;i.nd _prepared for the winter corn, rye and wheat; 
which is fawn during this month and the next. 

At this time i.t is proper to firaiten the entrance 
~f bee-hives, that wafps and drones may have 

lefs 
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tefs opportunity of getting in, and devouring 
the honey. 

Early in September, a harveil of a peculiar kind 
is offered to the inhabitants of our fea-coafrs, ia. 
the immenfe fhoals of herrings, which travelling 
in a prodigious army from the neighbourhood of 
the arctic circle, after many divifions and fob
.divifions., at length appear in the narrow feas 

' which encompafs our ifland. Yarmouth is the 
principal ftation in England from \tthence the 
-fiihermen proceed in fear(;h of this valuable booty • 

• 

Towards the end of this month, the chimney 
.-or common fwallow entirely difappears. There 
are various opinions concerning the manner in 
which thefe birds difpofe of themfelves during the 
winter; fome imagining that they all fly away 
to difrant fouthem regions, where infect-food is 
~t all times to be met with ; others, that they 
retire to holes and caverns, or even . fink to the 
bottom of ponds and rivers, where they pafs the 
winter months in .a torp.id and apparently lifelefs 
ftate. That many of them migrate to other 
oountfies., feems ftdficiently proved. But fome, 

probably, 
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probably, always .fray behind, which are the 

younger bro0ds, or f mall er kinds, that are lfi 4 

capable of fo long a flight. For fome time before 

their departure, they begin to collect in flocks, 

fettlin_g on trees, balking on the roofs of buildings, 

or gathering round towers and fl:eeples, from 

whence they take fhort excurfions, as if to try 

their powers of flight. 

When Autumn fcatters his departing gleams, 

Vlarn'd of appro1ching Winter, gathered, play 

Tl1e fwallow-people; and tofs'd wide around, 
O'er the calm fky, in convolution fwift, 
'The feathered eddy floats: rejoicing once, 

Ere to their wintry !lumbers they retiFe; 

In clufters clung, beneath the mould'ring bank, 
And where, unpierc'd by froft, the cavern fweats. 

Or rather into warmer climes convey'd, 

With other kindred birds of feafon, there 

They twitter chearful, till the vernal months 

Invite them welcome back: for, thronging, now 

Innumerous wings are in commotion all. 

THOMSON. 

Not only the f wallow tribe, but many other 

fm21l birds which feed on infects, difappear on 

the approach of cold weather, when the infects 

tbemfelves are no longer to be met with. 

On 
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On the other hand, fome birds arrive at this 

feafon from ft ill more norther! y countries to f pend 

the winter with us . The fieldfare and redwing, 

whofo departure was mentioned in March, return 

about the end of September. They feed chiefly 

on the berries with which our woods and hedges 

are plentifully ftored all the winter. 

Thofe f weet and mellow-toned fongfrers, the 

wood-lark, thrufh and blackbird, no~ begin their 

autumnal mufic. 

The moft ufeful fruit this country affords, the 

apple, fucceffively ripens, according to its different 

kinds, from July to September or October; but 

the principal harvefl: of them is about the clofe 

of this month. They are now gathered for our 

Engli!h vintage, the cyder-making, which in fome 

.counties is a bufy and important employment. 

Autmnn paints 
Aufon ian hills with gr:.1pes, whillt Englifh phins 
Blufh with pomaceous har ·db, breathing fo1etts, 
0 let me now, when the ki!1d early dew 
Unlocks th' embofom'<l od ours , walk among 
The well-rang'd fil es of trees, whofe full-aged ft:ore 
Diffufe ambrofi al !teams. 

D J:\ow, 
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Now, now's the time; ere hafty fons forbid 

To work, difburthen th'"lu thy fa.plefs wood 

Of its ri ch progeny; the turgid fruit 

Abounds with mellow liquor. 

PHILIPS . 

The apples are taken either fre!h from the tree, 

or after they have lain a while to mellow, and 

cruihed in a mill, and then preffed, till all their 

juice is extrall:ed. This is fet to ferment, whence 

it becomes cyder, which may properly be called 

apple-wine. P ears treated in the fame manner 

yield a vinous liquor, called perry. The[e are the 

common drink in the counties where they are 

chieB y made. · 

Another agreeable product both of our thickets 

and gardens,. the hazel-nut., is fit for gathering 

at this time. 

Ye virgins come. 'f'or you their latefi: fong 

The woodlands raife; the cluttering nuts for you 

The lover finds amid the fecret !bade; 

And, where they burnifh on the topmo!t bough, 

'7Vith active vigour crufhes down the tree, 

-Or fhakes them ripe from the refigning hufk. 

The acorns now begin to fall from the oak, 

and the nuts from the beech ; both which have 

the 
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the name of mqjl. Thefe, in countries where 
there are large forefl:s, afford a plentiful food to 
fwine, which are turned into the woods at this 
feafon . 

The autumnal equinox, when day and night is 
again equal over the whole gl obe, happens about 
the twenty- third of September. This, as wcH 
as the vernal, is genprally attended wi th fl:orms, 
which throw down much of the fru it yet remain ... 
ing on the tree~. 

By the end of this month, the leaves of many 
trees have their verdure impaired, and begin to 
pwt on their autumnal colours; which, however, 
.a.re not complete till the enfuing month • 

.. 
D 2 OCTOBERo 
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The fading many-colour'd woods, 
Shade deep'ning over !hade, the country round 
Imbrown ; a crowded ·umbrage, du!k and dun, 
Of every hue, from wan declining green 
To footy dark, 

THE great bufinefs of nature, with ref peel: to 
the vegetable creation, at this feafon, is 

dijfemination. Plants, having gone through the 

progreffive ftages of fpringing, flowering, and 

'feeding, have at length brought to maturity the 

-rudiments of a future progeny, which are now to 

be committed to the fofrering bofom of the earth . 

This being done, the parent vegetable, if of the 

herhaceous kind, either totally dies, or peri!hes as 

far as it rofe above ground: if a tree or jhrub, it 

lofes all its tender parts which the Spring and 

S ummer had put forth. Seeds .are fcattered by 

the hand of nature in various manners. The 

winds which at th is t ime arife, difperfe far and 

wide 
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wide many feeds which are curioufl y furni!hed 

with feathers or wings for this purpofe. Hence 

plants with fuch feeds are, of all, the moft uni

verfally to be met with; as dandelion, groundfe1, 

ragwort, thiftles, &c. Other feeds, by the means 

of hooks,-lay hold of paffing animals, and are thus 

carried to diftant places. The common burs are 

examples of this contrivance. Many are contained 

in berries, which being eaten by birds, the feeds 

are difcharged again uninjured, and grow where 

they happen to light. 'T'hus carefully has nature 

provided for the difiribution and propagation of 

plants. 

The gloom of the falling -year is in fome mea-• 

fore enlivened, during this month efpecially, by 

the variety of colours, fome lively and beautiful, 

put on by the fading leaves of trees and fhrubs. 

Thofe virgin leaves, of purefr vivid green, 
Which charm'd ere yet they trembled on the trees, 
Now cheer the fober landfcape in decay: 
The lime firfr-fading; and the golden ,birch, 
With bark of !ilver hue; the mofs-grown oak, 
Tenacious of its leaves of ru!fet-1.Jrnwn ; 
Th' enfanguin'd dogwood; and a thoufand tints 
Which Flora, drefs 'd in all her pride of bloom, 
Could fcarcel y equal, decorate the groves. 

D 3 To 
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To thefe temporary colours are added the more 

durable one~ of ripened berries, a variety of which 

now enrich our hedges. Among thefe are par

ticul arly diftinguifhed the hip, the fruit of the 

wild rofe; the haw, of the hawthorn; the .floe, 

of the blackthorn; the blackberry, of the bram

ble; and the berries of the elcler, ho11y, an9 woody 

11ightfhade. Thefe are a providential fupply for 

the birds during the \Vinter feafon; and it is faid 

that they are mofi: plentiful when the enf uing 

Winter is to be mofr fevere. 

'I'he common martin, who(e nefls, hung under 

the eaves of our houfes, afford Co agreeable a 

fpeltacle of parental fondnefs and affid ui ty, uf uall y 
difappears in October. As this, though one of 

the fmallefi of the fwallow kind, fiays the latefl-, 

its emigration to difi:ant climates is lefs probable 
than that of the others. The fand-martin, which 

breeds in holes in the fandy banks of rivers, and 

about cliffs and quarries, mofi probably paffes 

the Winter i11 a torpid fiate in thofe holes. 

The royfl:on or hooded crow, which migr:1tes 

northwards to breed, returns about the beginning 

of this month , At the fame time the woodcock is 

fidt 
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fir!t feen on our eafiern coafrs; though the great 

body of- them does not arrive till November or 

December. Various kinds of water-fowl which 

breed in the northern regions approach our coafis 

at this feafon. About the mid<lle of the month, 

wild-geefe quit the fens, and go up to the rye 

lands, where they pluck the young corn. 

'"fhe weather about this time is fame times ex

tremely miily, with a perfect calm. 'f'he ground 

is covered with fpiders webs innumerable, croffing, 

the paths, and extended from oneilirubtoanother .. 

Now by the cool declining year condens'cl, 

Defcend the copious exhalations, check'd 

As up the middle iky un(een they frole,, 

And roll t'fie douoling fogs around the hill. 

- - - - - - - - - - - Thence expanding far, 

The huge duik, gradual, fwallows up the plain: 

Vanifu the woods; the dim-feen river feems 

Sullen, and ilow, to roll the mifty wave. 

Even in the height of noon oppreft, the fun 

Sheds weak, and blunt, his wide-refracl:ed ray; 

Whence glaring oft, with many a broaden'd orb, 

He frights the nations. Indiftincl: on earth, 

Seen thro' the turbid air., beyond the life 

Objects app r::ar; and, wilder'd, o'er the wafte 

The !hepherd ftalks gigantic. 

THOMSON. 

D4 This 
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This month is the height of the hunting fea

fon. The temperature of the weather is peculiarly 

favourable to the fport; and as the produtl:s of 

the earth are all g(?t in, 1itrle damage is done by 
the horfemen in purfuing their chace acrofs the 
fields. 

All now is free as air, and the gay pack 
In the rough brifrly ftubbles range unblam'd; 
No widow's tears o'erflow, no fecret ctirfe 
Swells in the farmer's breafi:, which his pale lips 
Trembling conceal, by his fierce landlord aw'd : 
But courteous now he levels every fence, 
Joins in the common cry, and halloos loud, 
Charm'd with the rattling thunder of the field. 

SOMER VILLE . 

It is ufua1Iy in 08:ober that the bee-hives are 

defpoiled of their honey. As long as flowers are 

plentiful, the bees continue adding to their fiore ; 

but when thefe fail, they are obliged to begin 
feeding on the honey they have already made. 

Frorp this time, therefore, the hive grows lefs and 

lefs valuable. Its condition is judged of by its 

weight. The common method of getting at the 

honey, is by defiroying the bees with the fumes 

of burning brimftone. The humane THOMSON 

exclaims againft this pracl:ice, 
Ah 
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Ah fee where robb'd, and murder'd, in that pit 
Lies the ftill heaving hive ! at evening foatch 'd, 
Beneath the cloud of gu_ilt-conce~ling night, 
And fix'd o'er fulphur: while, l)Ot dreaming ill, 

The happy people, in their waxen cells, 
Sat tending public cares, and planning fchemes 
Of temperance, for Winter poor; rejoiced 
To mark, full flowing round, their copious ftores, 

Sudden the dark oppreffive fteam afcends; 
And, us'd to milder fcents, the tender race, 
By thoufands, tumble from their honeyed domes, • 
Convolv'd, and agonizing in the duft. 
And was it then for this you roam'd the Spring, 

Intent from flower to flower? for this you toil'd 

Ceafelefs the burning Summer-heats away? 
For this in Autumn fearch'd the blooming walte, 

Nor loft one funny gleam; for this fad fate? 

73 

This cruel neceffity may be prevented by ufing 

hives or boxes properly contrived; or by employ

ing fumes which will fiupefy but not kill _them. 

In this ca[e, however, enough of the honey mufr 

be left for their fubfifience during the Winter. 

In moft of the wine countries of Europe, the 

vintage takes place in 08:ober. The grape is one 

of the lateil: fruits in ripening. When gathered, 

they are immediately preffed, and the juice is fer

mented, like that of apples in rnaki.µg cyder. A 

D 5 great 
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great variety of wines are produced from the dif

ferent kinds of grapes, and the divedity of cli

mates in which they grow. In England, this 

fruit does not ripen conftantl y enough, to be worth 

cultivation for the purpofe of making wine. 

This month is particularly chofen, on account 

of its mild temperature, for the brewing of malt 

liquor defigned for long keeping, which is there

fore commonly calted old Ottober. 

The farmer continues to fow his winter corn 

during this month; and wheat is frequently not 

all fown till the end of it. When the weather is 

too wet for this bufinefs, he plows up the ftubble 

fields for winter fallows. Acorns are fown for 

young plantations at this time; and foreft and 

fr4it trees are planted. 

At the very clofe of the month, a few Rowers 

fiill cheer the eye ; and there is a fecond blow of 

fome kinds, particularly of the woodbine. But 

the fcent of all thefe late flowers is comparativ.e

Jy faint, 

NOVEM 
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Now the leaf 

Ince!fant ruftles from the mournful grove; 

Oft ftartling fuch as, ftudious, walk below; 

And ilowly circles thro' the waving air. 

AS the preceding month was marked by the 

change,. [o this is difl:inguiilied by the fall 

of the leaf. This Jail is fo firiking a circumfiance 

that the whole declining feafon of the year is oftenl). 

in common language, named the Fall. There is 

fomething e~tremely melancholy in this gradual 

procefs, by which the trees are :£hipped of all 

their beauty,- and left fo many monuments of 

decay and defolation. The firfi: of poets has de

duced from this quick fucceffion of fpringing and 

falling leaves, an apt compar.ifon for the fugitive 

:races of men. 

Like leaves on trees the race of man is found, 

Now grien in youth, now withering on the ground. 

' D 6 Anothe-e 
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Another race the following Spring fupplies, 
They fall fucceffive, and fucceffive rife; 
So generations in their courfe decay, 
So flourifh thefe, when thofe are pall: away. 

POPE'S HOMER . 

This lofs of verdure, together with the fhortened 
clays, the diminifhed warmth, and frequent rains, 
j ufiify the title of the gloomy month of November: 
'1nd other animals feem to fyrnpathize with man 
in feeling it as fuch. 

In penfive guife, 
Oft let me wander o'er the ruffet mead, 
And thro' the faddened grove, where fcarce is heard 
One dying ftrain, to cheer the woodman's toil. 
Haply fome wi<lpwed fongfter pours his plaint, 
Far, in faintwarblings, thro' the tawny copie. 
While congregated thruthes, linnets, larks, 
And each wild throat, whofe artlefs ftrains fo late 
Swell'<l all the muGc of the £warming !hades, 
:Robb'd of their tuneful fouls, now fhivering Gt 
On the dead tree, a dull defpondent flock ; 
With not a brightnefs waving o'er their plumes, 
And nought fave chattering difcorJ in their note. 

THOMSON. 

Intervals of clear and pleafantweather, however, 
frequen tly occur; and, _in general, the autumnal 

months 
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months are, in our ifland, fofter and lefs variable 

than the correfpondent ones in Spring. It long 

continues 

The pale defcending year, yet pleafing ftill. 

In fair weather, the mornings are fomewhat 

frofry; but the hoar froft or thin ice foon vanifhes 

after fun-rife. 

I 

The lengthened night elaps'd, the morning fhines 

Serene, in all her dewy beauty bright, 

Unfolding fair the laft autumnal day. 

And now the mounting fun difpels the fog; 

The rigid hoar froft melts before his beam; 

And hung on every fpray, on every blade 

Of grafs, the myriad dew-drops twinkle round. 

THOMSON, 

High winds frequent] y happen in November, 

which at once :lhip the trees of their faded leaves, 

and reduce them to their winter frate of nakednefs, 

O'er the fky the leafy deluge ft:eams ; 

Till choak'd and matted with the dreary fhower, 

The foreft-walks, at every rifing gale, 

Roll wide th~ wither'd wafte, and whill:le bleak. 

THOMSON , 

Flocks 
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Flocks of wood-pigeons, or frock-doves, the 

latefr in their arrival of the birds of paffage, vifit 

us in this month. 

Salmons now begin toafcend the rivers to fpawn. 

Their force and agility in leaping over cataraB:s 

and other obfiacles to their afcent, are very fur

pnzmg. They are frequently taken in this at

tempt, by nets or bafkets placed direB:I y below 

the fall, into which they are carried after an 

unfuccefsful leap. 

The farmer fhives during this month to finifh 

all his plowing of fallows ; and then lays up his 

utenfils till the enfuing year. 

Cattle and horfes are taken out of the exhaufied 

paftures, and kept in the houfe or yard. Hogs 

are put up to fatten. Sh€ep are turned into the 

turnip-field, or, in frormy weather, fed with hay 

~t the rick. 

Bees now require to be moved unde.r :!helter ; 

and the pigeons in the dove-houfe to be fed . 

DECEMi.a 
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DECEMBER,.. 

See, Winter comes, to rule the varied year, 

Sullen and fad, with all his rifing train; 

Vapours, and clouds, and ftorms. 

THE changes which take place in the face 

of nature during this month, are little more 

than fo many advances in the progrefs towards 

-univerfal gloom and defolation •. 

No mark of vegetable life is feen,, 

No bird to bird repeats his tuneful call, 

Save the dark leaves of fome rude evergreen, 

Save the lone red-breaft on the m0fs-grown wall .. 

SCOTT a 

T'he day now rapidly deereafes; the weather 

becomes foul and cold; and, as SHAKESPEAR£ 

expreffes it, 

The rain and wind beat dark Decembero 

In 
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-In this climate, how~ver, no great and conti-

nued feverity of cold ufually takes place before 
the clofe of the month. 

Several of the wild quadrupeds now take to their 
winter concealments, which they either feldom 
or never quit during the Winter. Of thefe, fome 
are in an abfolutely torpid or fleeping fl:ate, taking 
no food for a confiderable time; others are only 
drowfy and inactive, and conti-nue to feed on pro
vifions which they have hoarded up. In our mild 
climate few become entirely torpid. Bats do fo, 
and retire early to caves and holes, \.vhere they 
remain the whole Winter, fufpended by the hind 
feet, and clofely wrapped up in the membranes of 
the fore-feet. As their food is chiefly infects, 
they can lay up no fiore for the Winter, and 
therefore muil: be £1:arved, did not nature thus 
render food unneceffary for them. Dormice alfo, 
lie torpid the greatefi: part of the Winter, though 
they lay up fiores of provifion. A warm ~;{<ay 
fometimes revives them, when they eat a little, 
but foon relapfe into their former condition. 

Squirrels, and various kind$ of field-mice, pro
vide magazines of food againfr Winter, but a1e 

not 
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not known to become torpid. The badger, the 

hedgehog, and the mole, keep clofe in their 

winter-quarters in the northern regions, and fleep 

away great part of the feafon. 

'I'he only vegetables which now flourifh, are 

the numerous tribes of moffes, and the lichens or 

liverworts. The moires put forth their fingulat 

and minute parts of fructification during the 

winter months; and offer a mofr curious fpeB:acle 

to the botanifr, at a time when all the refr of nature 

is dead to him. Lichens cover the ditch bariks, 

and other neglecl:ed fpots, with a leather-like fub

fiance, which in fome countries ferves as food 

both to men and cattle. The rein-deer lichen is 

the greatefr treafure of the poor Laplanders, who 

depend upon it for the fupport of their only 

fpecies of domefric cattle, during their tedious 

winters. 

On the twenty-firfr of December happens the 

winter-Jo!flice, or ihorteH: day; when the fun is 

fomething lefs than eight hours above the horizon 

even in the fouthern parts of the illand . Soon 

after this, frofr and fnow general! y begin to fet 

in for the reft of Winter. 

T he 
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The farmer has little to do out of doors in the 

cour(e of this month. His chief attention is 

befiowed on the feeding and management of his 

cattle, and various matters of houfehold reco

nomy ~ 

The fefiival of Chri:G:mas occurs very feafon-

. ~bly to cheer this comfortlefs period of the year. 
Gre~t- preparations are made for it in. the country,, 
and plemy of ruftic dainties are provided for its, 
celebration according to the rites of antient 

hofpitality. 'l'hus tl~e old year freals away fcarcely 

marked, and unlamented; and a new one begins 

with lengthening days and brighter fkies, in-- -

fpiring freih hopes and pleafing expecl:ations. 

J\lyfterious round! what fkill, what force divinej, 
Deep felt, in thefe appe:1r \ a fimple train, 
Yet fo delightful mix'd, with fuch kind art, 
Such beauty and beneficence combin'd; 
Shade, unperceiv'd, fo foftening into !bade; 
And all fo forming an harmonious whole; 
rrh.at) as they !till fuccecc1 1. they ravi!h frill. 

THOMSON, 
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Of the S UN' s Entrance into each SIGN of 

the ZODIAC. 

Thou&h th(;! following T ab!€ may not be underftood aflro~ 

norn:ically by molt ci( the rcaih:rs of thia book, yet it may be 

ufefu l irn n reF1m11cg, on ru:~ount of th !ll fril!lllllIU nJl ull.iiu 0£ 

poets and otht,if wifo~rs to th~ !Ybj;ft, · 

The Sun enters into 

ARI Es, or the Ram - - - March 20. 

TA u Ru s, or the Bull - - April 19,,. 

GEM 1 N 1, or the Cf',u.Jins - - May 2 I. 

CAN c ER, or the Crab - - June 22. 

LE o, or the Lion - - - - July 2-3. , 

VI R Go, or the Vfrgin - Auguft 23. 

L 1 BR A, or the Balance September 23; .. _ 

Sc o R !' 1 o, or the Scorpion Oclober 23. 

SAGITTARIUS, or the Archer - November 2z. 

CAPRICORNus, or the Wild Goat December zz .• 

AQ_UARIUS, or the Waterer - January 19. 

P 1 s c E s, or the F ijhes - February t8 .. _ 
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principal School-majlers in and about London. 

XXIV. The Scholar's Guide to Arithmetic, by J. 
Bonnycaftle, Mathematical Malter at the Royal Aca

demy, Woolwich. Fourth Edition, zs. bound. 

XXV. An Introduction to Menfuration and Prac

tical Geometry; with Notes, containing the Reafon 

of every Rnle, concifely and deary demonitrated, by 
J. Bonnycafl:le, 3s. bound. 

XXVI. An 
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XXVI. An Introduction to Algebra. By the fame. 

3s. bound. 

XXVII. An Introduction to Aihonomy. By the 
fame; with a great number of Plates. Second Edi
tion, Price 8s. 

XXVIII. Roffignol~s Elements of Geometry, 4s. 
This Book is ufed at the Royal Academy, Woolwich. 

XXIX. The Geometrician: containing E1Tays on 
Plane Geometry and Trigonometry, by B. Donn. 
Second Edition. 6s. bound. 

XXX. The Accomptant: containing the Art of 
Book-keeping by fingle and double Entry. By the 
fame. 4s. bound. 

XXXI. Nicholfon's Introduction to Natural Philo
fopby, with Twenty-five Copper-plates, z vols. 14s. 

XXXII. A New Chart of Hiftory, with a Book 
explaining it, containing an Epitome of Univerfal 
Hiftory, by Dr. Prieftley, 10s. 6d. 

Cf'he capital Ufe of a Chart of this Kind is, that it i. 
a mo.fl excellent mechanical Help to the Knowledge of 
Hijlory, imprejjing the Imagination indeliMy with a jujl 
Image of the Rife, Progrefi, Extent, Duration, and 
contemporary State of all the conjiderable Empires that 
have evei· exijled in the World. 

XXXIII. A Chart of Biography, con taining about 
Two Thoufand Names of Perfons the rnofr diilinguifh
ed in the Annals of Fame, the Length of whofe Lives 
are here reprefented by Lines drwan in Proportion to 
their real Duration, and placed fo as to fhew by In
tuition how long any N umbe1 of Perfons were con
tern porary, and hGw long 01ie Life begnn before, or 
ex tended beyond another. The Names are alfo diI
tri buted into Clafies. By the fame, xos. 6d. 
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