
THE 

-- RISTO.RY 
. , 

OF 

C'H AR LES \ J O N E S, 

· 'The F O O 'I' M A N. ' ., 

. n. ' . ' 
WRIT.TEN by 

. ! 

f 

. r· 
·, - . 

(. I 

Sold by J . . MARSHALL, 
• I , 

(PR, NT£ R •.o the CHE AP RE POs 1 T-OR Y fop Moral ,at-ld Religiou.s 
TraB:s) No. t 7, Queen-Street, Ch,eapfide, anp N'o: 4, Alder. 
marv Church-Yard, aria R. WHITE, Pic;cadilly, London . .. 

By s: '.HAZARD, ' at Bath: and by all l?ookfellers1 Newf-
men, and Hawkers in Town and CounJry,.. · 

Great Allo:wance will he made to Shopkeepers and Hawkers. , . 

' PRICE ONE PENNY. I 

[ Entered at Statz"orzers llalf . . 1- · ., .. r 
l . 



-

The HISTORY, &c. 

M Y Father, . George Jones, commonly called 
Black George, on account,,of his fwarthy 

complexion, was one of the mofl induflrious men in 
the whole village. His· coitage, which was his own, 
and partly built by his own · hands,i flands· on the 
Common, about a flone's cafl from the road, near the 
great Oak-tree, in the pariD1 of King's Charleton, 
in Somerfedhire. The Lord of the Manor having 
granted him leav{t to- inclofe a bit of tl1e Common 
for a garden, my father had 6ot a ' thriving young 
orchard ~and a· long firip of potatoes, · befi.des his 
cottage, ·all the produce of his own induffry. It 
ufcd to be ·a favourite faying_with him, that no man, 
to whom God had given two h_an<ls, had ever need 
to want. - " For my part," fays he, " I never 
knew what want was. ,'\\-hen I am fick, the club­
fupp0orts me; and when .J am well, I warrant I'll 
fupport myfelf." 11y mother, . befides being equally 
induflrious., was n1uch more religious, and there­
fore much happier. She was as good and as fweet:­
tempercd a woman as any in the world, be the 
11cxt where i11e \\·ill. For conflancy at her place of 
wodhip, civility to her neighbours, "cleanlinefs in 
her . ovvn perfon,_ her houfe and her children, fhe 
had not her fellow. But the mo!l remarkable thing 
in her (I am afraid a very uncommon thing) was 
her fleady and uninterrupted praairee of family 
prayer.. . 1~ mhfi have been a hard day's work in­
deed that hindered her from her prayers.' At fix 
in the, ITI(?rning and ' eight in ·the evening, -as regu­
farl y as ever the hour came, fhe al ways knelt down 
with her children round her, four· of us, and read 
with great fokmnity and devotion a Dion form 
given her by the clergyman, ·which concluded with 
the Lord's prayer, in ,~hich we all •joined. And 
fh.~ ufeEl ·to fay after !he had firrifheu- '~ >low I can 



( 3 ) 
go t~-bed or to work,. in peace; for. now we may 

- hope God will prote8: us~" I am forry to fay my 
fath,eJ ,f.el_dp,m j oi!1ed ~ith us. _H~ ufed to pretend 
he \vas bury or; ured; and yet 1t would not have 
detained him long neither, for we were never more 
than fix minutes about it, and fure1y twelve minutes 
a day · (fix in the · morning and fix in the evening) 
is no gr~at time to give to God. One thine; has 
o~te,n flruck me, that if any ~hing wer:it wrong and 
ruffled ,my' dear· 'mo't~e~ s temper, or. made her un­
~~a1y_; _ ~he - pf?)'~r te~f!1ed to .fet it all to rights. 
Vyhen' fhe had ~·een to prayers, al-I her grief feemed 
to be· fled. awa)' ~ · Arid inrleed I ob ferved the fame , 
thing wjth refpe~ _to my father; if he ever did join 
wi'th us, it a\'w~ays' fe~me~ fome~'.oy.r to compofe and 
,fweeten . hi .s .~ind', aqd r1:1~ke him a g.reat d~al' kinder 
t~ mi mothe'r ~an,d-us. ·· · ·. 

• • , . " "1 r r• I;} .r I • , .., ( ,- ( ~ , 
1 As rny 1fatlier _and mother were ve·r-y indufl:rious 
th~m:te_lves, tb_ey weye very defiro_us to make their 
children fo; every chi~d wa~ employed as foon as 
be ·was able in fomethi·ng · or other. At abuut 
thtr~~-e!~ :,'f~ai:s' o_f ; ~ge' '-:1p~y ertipl~_iili~n~ ,· ha,.d ,· b~_en 
~C?P rgm~ t1171e tp wefd,1n .th~ _parf~n ~. gard¢u and 
·ru.n.:· of e.rrands tor him.' 'J At ·fonrt~ef1 he took' me 
• , { r • r . • · · ' ~ ~ • 

irit_o· his houfe, c1nd not a little proud was I at ob-
taining the title- of ' his " 'little foo'tman." T~!Jij 
r_nqrning I. l~ft my father's cottage, my dear mother 
)Vho ',_V?-S, a,<; kin.cl . a_s nie ', wa,s good, ~ppcared to>-~~ 

.Vt/Y _1~1u,c~iA-~1~-~•dh,.'Q1~. ·rai~ ~:e s~uld 119~ ~Qmmi_ 
I'D~ . t;.:>, , t~<;,i-['Tr1~ .,"1,~:HI.d, . ynthou ttfi.dl COilllTIIttrn.g _me 
to ·c9d _\'1:l~o . g~:rverncd ' It; and 'th.en the· knell down 

. witJ1 me ~y her fide< and praye,d; " Gracious Lord, 
he plea.fed to have m ·ercy on my de~u b,oy. _ r:;I'o thy 
-~a,r( ;·~ fOmin~nd.hfrry. ,: Gu~_rd .. him_, I befeecl: th:ej 
19,.tJI~/?1~~t ,~?mp\~t\pns·_w~1c.~ 'h~. ~snow beg1n.n1~g 
.Jo ,epcountrr,, .1'~a¥,he w1th fo,hd piety and honUl: di~ 
!hg~i\~e ~~)\j(q~ty iH -_i,h~r f;tat_e ofi life i.ri which jt 

-' ' t ? , (.,. • 



( 4 ' . hath p1eafcd thee to place him:" Sh e then gave -mt 
her bleffing,. put-~ Tefl:arnent -Into my ·p6cket, ·bid 
me fear 

0
Qod~. and aJ ,yays' aa. for tny ;rriafte.i- as __ I 

would do for myf~If. ~· . . . ,: .•I·,•':,.__ ,;, ' 
In my new fituation · there wer,e to be fure·' rome. 

few thi~gs difagre~alSle. My n1iftrefs ~7as ,. peev j fh 
and frt;tful_; tl?-e cook violent a_nd paffionate. But 
~l}at · fe~y!ce i·s there, or inde~<l_, what_ fi tuation -in 
l~fe, no,vfoeve:r much above 'feryi_tude, jn' ,yl1id1 
~~e'.~e)s l~oti fornetli~ng uhple~~ant'. ; ~~~ry_ fiat~ 1?,~~ 
lt s tnals ; fervan.ts have the.11;~.: . qut 1f tbey c;a11not · 
learn to put up -with forne -little ip~_011venie,nces, 

· ~hey may ,chat?ge their , places evely year of their 
li v~s, and _.neyer b~ fatisfied after a:,ll. _Th,i_s is a · 
leffon I have~'learn~ by lpng ex_perien_c;e . .. , ,,. , • 

Tn6ugli by ·c ·od's bTeffing ' I ,haq:j~ic;~iv;~,c:I :'a mo_re 
religious educ_atioo thi;in moft chird'te,.,n; it yet.Jooh 
appeared . that I h'ad many faults', wl1i.ch)t · was )-ie­
ceffary for rne . to be corrctled of before I could 
be~orn~ .a gooa ferva;nf. , AF' firft, whe1:1 I w~s fent 
upon an, erraqcf/) was n1u c;:h'. ,gi.ven to loitering. I 
was !Hep t9'c\· Y.8\1 ng-tq, f<?nfiq,~r-tl1at ·,by loi~e~ing.i? 
errapds tI .. \yas _xva{bng what was no~ my . ?wn, rn_y 

, inafie\·'s time~ '· B~fide/ this fault, as every t~i11g 
w.hicfi I faw and heard in rny rnafte.(s )1_oufe,rwa,s 
fuch. as ." I had never feen aI)d heard before, I was 
too ap,t to · q1lk of it to_ rny 9ld_ playf~llows, or c!-t 
the ,:v.irI\1g __ e .. flio-.P~. -, ~ut'~s (o,on_ 'as e¥er ( ,besarr:·~ a 
Ii tile :ofde'r/ t ·b~ga:n t'q xefle(t 't9.at . t-hik . w~s very 
·,vroig., Ohe 'Sund~y ev~~irig~ L,~l1e'r1 ' thad l~ave 'io 
go home to fee my parents_,' I was b~ginning, io ' tell 
my m.othe.r how there had be~n a g'rea't upr.o~r at the 
parfonagi the day b~fo1~e about.___ ___ . H¢re fhe 
p_~t he_r hand upop. my )ips,, and faiq, ·" Charles, not 
a\vrnd inor~ . of , ,vb~( ·pas

1 
paJfe·p a,t th<; pf-r.f ~nage. 

\Vhatfo.evvet 'ha.pp_eptin yo.ur ma~~?s \1,~ufej i/ n,e-r~r 
"to, be 'rpoktn of ou··t of your rnaftet's doors • .tf tafe:a. 

, I 
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bearing. fervc,1.nt is. a) w~y,s ,~n u•nfaithful fervant; he· 
befrays the ti;u{t ·fhich his rnafter ·puts in him.:' 

, My rpo.the,r's vehe~ence furprized me a little, but 
it ,n:i~de ·so ;1uch irnp.r·e!~on upon me, that I was 
pretty well broken of the fault from that very time . 
.Into how many fcrapes has this talkative temper 
brpught many ferv~nrs of my acquaintance! There 
was 1i6_p; I}!)q~ .J a~rc;.tt1 . th.e Sq uire·'s under footman, 
ti1at loft his place, .:a new fuit of b}.ack broad-cloth, 
and :a legacy of.five po.nnds, which he Vf ould foon 
have hq.d by reafon of his mafier's death, only for 
fayi.ng at a neighqo~r's houfe, that his mifi:refs fome-

. titn~s fell ;afleeP) ,while the Squire was reading to the 
fa;~il y on .Ja ,Suri<;l,cty,_ nig~,t. ) , ! _ . 

, ~if;._, . .and I were 4 t ,one time r~tp.er ~09 intjmate; I 
i:eTJlei;nh~r 9ne day, whyn I ·was about frx;~en;having , 
a;uen~ed ·my mafter. to the Squire's hpufe, Nie: pre­
vail4w on me afte:r dinner .to play with him at pitch 
and ~ofs:. , I w~s worth at tµat ti.me. five, fhillings and 
t_wq 3p;n!=e,. ,_i;nore rnoqf:,Y I tq~I?- I haq _ever poffoffed 
bef9r.e..in: my )if~ . . l_~-~qp~1t1t~,o h~urs_ Nie. raduced 
11\e _to ipy lafi QiiUing. ~\lt t~ough ~t was a he.avy 
!hoke '.at the tirn~, ye~ i~ pro~e4 in.the enc! a ha,ppy 
event," for, by n1y mothe_~·~ p~rru.afi9ns, I . r~folved 
then~ef(?rward never JO .:ga~e 1agaiµ as .long as ' I 
lived, .. whic.9 refol;1tion~ by Go.p's grace, I i have 
hitp.er~~}1~p~~Y_hept ,._ , I wi µ,i ., fro?.J .TUY· h;e~rt,., tJ1at 
all other .. fervants \~ot~\~11i:.e[ot ve th~ faxp.e.. . .Th~ 
pratlice of card-pla\in.gt fa corn~.<)j) amp.ngft fer~ 
vants.in large_ farriilid;,, is .. the •wor~ cuflom they .~a~ 
poflibly fall int~. My.·pooi; brotpe_r- Join fuff~r~d. 
-~no ugh foi;. it. . One day, . qavil\lg r..e,c;:~i:ved in th~ 
rpon1~ng ~·li'1ia1ter) w.~grs/? he:loft the. ,w~oley q,f i~ 
b~fure, .~igqt at All_.to½r$ _; . _a~.q1 wp.a,t • W~~ tP~ <;on .. _ 
feq~enCt:e,? WRY, ,from -~ha.t L v.ery_ Jirri~1r ,he to9J, ~o 
thofe pra&ice~ of ~he~ting, his ._ mafier . wh~~h _end~d 
i.n his ruillo How, much . b.etltet_ w.01+~d it be for all 

, 
, J • ( ' 1 .. ' 

•, , 
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f ervants, · if inftead of wafting the ii l'eif ure in ta~·d 0 

• 

playing, they would 'amufe th~mfel✓es · in ·reading 
fome godly book; · or improve themfelves in writing 
or cyphering. It was by this me~n·s~ for I was never · 
taught to ,~ite, that I qualified myfelf for the place 
of Bailiff which I now fill. ·' 

I remember Nie_. ufed to fay, " ·whilft .i:ny ·mafl:er 
plays cards in ;the parlour, _w·hy fucmldft· thou 'be 
fo fqueami!h as not ' to play iri the kitchen. "

1 
But 

Nie. did not confider that his mafier bei.ng ric;h;·· 
and playing for fmall f urns, his loffes laid him under 
no temptation of difhonefiy in order to repair then1; 
befides, the Squire could read.· and write at ahy 
time, whereas this was our · only ;leifure ti~~, 
and if we •did nbt improve ourfel ves then ' w~ 
never c,ould; what might be comparatively inno~­
cent in him, tT\ight be ruinous to us, And ·even if 
my mafter be a, profeffed gambler, that is no reaJon 
I {hould be fo too. A fervant is to do~'what is' right, 
let his mafier do what he will. If a TTl'afier fw·ea:r.s 

' and gets . drunk; and ,talks -at 'table w·i_th 1.inde:cerldy,' 
or againfi God and rel~gion; to God h~ mu ft/account: 
for it, and a forty account it ,vill bt' I doubt.; but his1 

example will not excufe our crimes, though it will · 
.aggravate his. We muft take care of our own fouls, 
whether our n1afters take care of theirs· or not. ' 

~µt to return. to' rny hiftory; · 'l a.m .rilic\med t·o' fay 
that l w,\'s guilty more ' than once·• ifi the earlier part 
of my fervitude, of the fhockfng and d~tefiable 
~rim~ of lying, in_ order to excufe or fcieen my 
faults. Happily I was cured pf iLin the following 
manner~ ttavi'ng -been one day ordered to carry 
~ bottle ~f wine tq ~ fick nian,' one bf <111y maffe_r'-s 
pari(hionerstl accident_ally 'broke· the bottle, and :of 
courfe loft the •win~. ~What was . to· be done ? Should, 
I confefs ~y misfon~ne and a<;:knowl~dge my carc­
leffnefs, or conceal it by a lie? After fo1ne delibe.­
rati(?n, I refolved 4po~ the lie. I therefor_e had 
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~ade·up niy. fl:ory, · ''how the poqr man fent his duty 
tb my mafter and thanked him a thoufand times, 
mtd -that he w'as a little better, and that his wife faid 
fhe thought this wine would 'fave his life: ' Being 
thus prepared, as I ·was . returning home, I met a­
pedlar, of -whom I br)ught for a penny a little boo_k, 
c0ntaining a ftory of a woman _ at Dcvizes, who 
w-as finrck dead on the fpot for telling a lie. To 
be fure ·1t was Heaven that fent thc ,Pedlar to me, to 
fa:Ye 1n~ from the fin , I was going to commit. ,~ If 

this woman . was ftruck dead for a lie," fa.id I to 

rnyfelf, " ·why rpay not 1 ?'' I therefore went dire Elly 
home:, -' and:1nad~ a·-co11feffi9n bf my negli gence and 
misfortune~ · Add ;it ·was' weH for .me I did; for the · 
fick in}m, whofe· nu,ty anc! ·t1-ianks I had . wickecUy 
intended to cafry to ~y mafier, wa·s dead; as I un­
dcdlood afterwards, three ho~irs b-efore ·t1-le bottle 

. was broken. 'From this 'time, thcrefo're, I' began 
to fee, what I· am now fuHx conVinc~-d o.G ' that, be­
fid~ the finfulnefs·· of lying; it is ahv a'fs 'rndre for' 
the inter~fl and laftihg· comft>rt·· of fer.vanes to.' c'on­
fefs the truth , at once, than · to ~dn'c:eal a fiul t by 
falfeHood. · Wh~n a •fervant has tol'd a lie; he is always 

in danger of its being found out, and fooner or later it 
generall'y is·found out;anq ~hen h.is cha;raEler i·s ruin .' 

ed. · Where~s, .. il he c·o"nfeffes the q·tirh at on-ce, he ' 
probably- efca·pes w~ithouf ·any anger at all, or· at ' 
worft it is ·foon ·over, ard" the fault itfelf is forgotten, 

· ,Havi:ng now 1i v~d 'feven years at the parfonage, __ 
an~- be1n.g twehty-one years . of age, _ my mailer 
called' me one day into ·his ftudy~ where· he fp'ent a 
g-qod ,deal of his time,- and ,.... faid· to. - me '' C_ harle·s· 

• < ' I ' 

you -have '. lived with me ·a :cddfidera,ble,· t'ime, : and it , 
has been -al ways; with n~uch pleafure -that I have· re=: 

marked tlte' dec;ency, fob-rirety ~~d diligence of· your _ 
conduct. Thofe few faults which y~1:1 have, farthe r 
experience and more years' will, 'l doubt QOt:, curea 
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You are !}OW quali1ied for a better place than. 
mine, and are entitled to higher wages than it is in 
my power to give. I have, therefore, recommended 
you to a friend of 'mine in London, for which ptace 
you are to fet out, if you approve it, in a month. 
But I fuould think it a crime to difmifs you to a 
fituation fo full of temptations, without giving yoµ 
fame little advice. Liften, th~refore, my dear 
Char les, io what I fhc\.11 fay, as I mean it only for 
your good. · In t4e firfl: place, fear God; and then 
you will never have any occ~~on t(? be afraid of . 
1nan. Act always as in his prefence. Never _enter 
or quit your bed without prayer. . Do always for_ 
your mafter, ,as you would .your mafter, if you were 
to change places~ fhould do. f0r you_. En~eavour 
to get a pious friend, but avoid, as you would the 
plague, all _wicked company. Be cautious of too great 
(amiliarity with your female fellow-fervants :-an un­
lawful intercourfe of this kind will ru_in you, body 
an,d. foul. . Flee from an akhoufe_as you wou,kl from 
the ~evil} if you once get into it, -you will never be 
out of ·.t, ~e,:p your ,; money, an9 your n19ney 
will J<eep you. Here, Charles, is a Bible for you; 
the more you re.ao it, the more you will love _h, 
and the more yo:u love_ it, the better you will be 
;ind the · happkr. I have written fome direElions 
for you in the firft page pf it. G.od blefs you; anq 
whe.i my race, which is now drawing to its end, 
!hall finifh, may we meet .in heaven.'' My mafter's 
kindnefs f o affecled me, that I could not anf wer him 
for tears. I was indeed very glad of going to f o 
:fine a pl~ce as London, though at the fame time l 
could not !"eave a houfo wJieJ;e I had b~en treated 
more .like ~ child than ,a .fervant without great re­
gret~ I {hall not attempt to defcri be my parting 
with. my li!-Otber. No defcription, I ·am fure, could 
~o juftice to t~ fole_mn ~ncl affeaionate manner in 
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which fhe exported me to be pious and j uft, a 
recomi;nended n1e to God i_n prayer. I-Icr lafl: wor~ 
I !hall never forget.-'' I kno\v, my dear fon ;· 
faid fhe, " that you love me tenderly, and chat rot 
~ould not give me unneceITary pain ;n any acco~mt: 
Remember then, ~hat whenever you do any wrong 
thing, you are plat1ting a dagger in your mother' 
he.arL" With tbefe words, ·her eyes brim-full of 
tea1~s, and her hacnds lifted up in fil ent prayer to God, 
fhe turned away from .me and went into the cottag . 

And now, Reader, you find me in the great and 
dangerou~ city of London, in the fcrvicc of a very 
weaLthy mafier:; who kept ,twelve, fervanL, befides 
myfelt If s:ountry people knew London as well 

.. as I do,, how icautious they would be of excbangin.g 
their fafe and peaceful :fituations in the cou1)try for 
th,e perils and temptations of a great city-. Hovi' 
many youQg fellows have I known, who li11-~d ho-. 
nefily and h_appiiy •in" their native place_, come .up 
to Lon_gon. in the hope of highc;r wa,g_es, .and there 
forf~it_,. their jn~egrity, , (n~:ir peac~ ·,of rnind, 1hein 
health; .thejr. charaa½r ·,~nd. ,fouls. · Worktnen in 
partic;ular are very fond of getting into large cities,' 
becaufe- they think .their labour ·v,ill .turn .J.o b~tt-er_ 

· account there than in their o,vn villages. They dq 
not ,c.Qnfiqer that.in a city, they mufi givt as . 1nuch 
t;0r a :?lthy r~~m in a filthy _h0uft, iphabi.ted by. ~alf 
a qozen families,. fitµa,t~d ,, 1n a Qlofe, fmoke.y, dirty ., 
fireet, as ip the country :would pay th,e rent of a cot-:­
tage and a garden. They do not -confider the dearnefs 
of provifiqns in a city, the temptations they are _Ul1"- "' 
der from bad women, wicked <;dmpany, an,<;l the grea,f 
numbet of alehoufes. ,11) ·fhon, •I ap.1 fully per[uaded . 
that a labourer in the couritry, on ~ {hilling· a day, 
is better off th~n one in a c.ity on two {hillings. . ' 

Wh~n I came ta my: place, I foun.d eviery thing 
fgr th~ fidt. du~e o.r four dars verl fmootb and 

-·';'"'· 
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very plea(a11-t; plenty of provifions; plenty -of drink, 
little work,1 and- -a· very .merry ferval)t's hall. But_ 
foon the face of things, ,vith refpe~ to me, changed~ 
very much, and I undenvent a feverer temptation 
than I ever e·xperienced before or fince in the_ wbole 
cour[e of my life : .. I had · ai ways hitherto been taught 
t o confider that I fobriety, and diligence, and piety. 
were1 virtue s. · I therefo·re never fwore,- I never got' 
drunk, I never gamed, I went to church as often as 
I could, I fa.id my prayers night and m·orning, and 
on Sunday at le3:ft, if not on oth~r aays, I read a 
little _in my good _old mafter's Bible. B;.it here I foon 
found that 1 all fhis ,va~ tne wodl ; vice - I could be 
guilty of. As;f-00:1 aw0theyfoi.ind me <?ut; it fe-eme<l 
to be a trial of fk:~l amongftthem who fhould p·lague 
me mo'ft. · On~ called me the Parfon; another, Me­
tbodift; a third, a concei-te-d :Prig; a fourth, a cantc­
.ing ,Hypocr,ite. .If I :went into any other gentle, 
man's kitchen -it was all -th·e ,fame: ;1tny chara&er 
a:lways:fI-ew ,befbre me, a_.t1d· rr1any ,were the jefis and 
laughs· .r~if~d both_' at _home and abroad _ at 1:1y ex. 
pence. In, fhort, dunngthree months; my life was 
a conftant ftate _of anxiety and 1orment; fo that at 
lafi I was almoft, tempted, G'od forgive me. for the 
thoughts to do as· they-did, and f~.rfeit my everlaft­
it1g fo·ul ,in J ordet -.to . avoid th·e· pte fent uneafinefs. 
But while , :ftiings' were · in--Hiis ftate, I felt myfelf . 
greatly and hnexp~fted·ly · relieved one --Sunday 
morning, by .a fennon "t\'h~c.h I happened to hear 
frorn our parifl1~minifter, on· the following text­
" Bleffed are ye when men fhall revile you and per­
fecute _you, an~ {hall fay all manner of evil of you 
faljely for my fake, fox great :is .-your -reward in hea­
ven." The excelknt difcourfe-which this pious man_ 
delivered on thefe words was fo exa&ly f uited to my 
circumftances and feelings, that it feemed as if it 
had been-addreffcd fQlely to me; . and it pleafed God 

/ 
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fo to _appl(What had -been faid t'o h1y ·l1eart and uh-' 

; dafrarid~ng, t·hat I not !·on 1 y- detcrrni ne'd to bear in 

fature the fheers ancl fcoffs of my fellow-fervant: 

with patience and fortitude, but even thof~ V r_'t 

fneers which I fonnerly confdered as my heavidl 

~alarnitf, ,vere now no lon~er grievous. From thi , 

tim:±, therefore, my uneafinefs was pretty , ell al 

ah '~d: •. And· I earneftTy recdmm·end it to all othe r 

fervants, wh9 ~-ave·hec:n fo happy as to acquire fobcr 

an·d vinnous habits, not to fuffer thcm{el vcs to he 

lau·ghed out'of th·eir fobriety and virtu-e hy" the jcfl. 

and ridicule ·of their · fellow -fervards. · they may 

depen<l 'upon it that · thcir ., caufe i:s a .:good one, ahd 

~hotlzh ~- t:~ey foffer-Tor . it ~t ~fl/ft; they will -f-inally 
triumph . . '-ln~a 1fhott ' tirne all rpy perfecution wa~ al 

an end. ' ' To_ be, fure,"· faid the coachman one day 
to the cook, " ; Charles is a litt1e too religions, but 

upon my ·word I d_on't think he is the worfe for it. 

MayH.ap -it .. r»ight be better for us if .Je were more 

like hinY. '( I d6'n't fee buit: ,that he is as· hum·ble, 

f,ritendl'y•;}n{c! -worthy a fell~~ ~{; ·any amongfl u~( Fo~ 

my-~part r fhail"haugh ·a1t him no longer..'' : This fpeech, 
whr~l-ii -·Iilhapp~ned accidentally to 8verhcar, gave 

me :great· p l'eaftue, 'and I foon foui1d by the agree­

able cha11ge ili<rr1y fellow.:fervants' condu8. towards 

me, that -the' ·coa~!nnan had expreff e-d the opinion 

of•t'h~ wh~olef· hall~ ·. It is .' true· -1 di·d ~very thing 
to obtain theU good: _will that lay in my pbwer. ~ I 

1 }-vas as 'civil and obfig\ng_ to every; one among them 
as :I pbffibty could, · Was any thing to be· done? if 

nobody _~lfe would do it, I never flopped to con-·' 

fider ·wh~ther it: belonged to my plaice .or not, but" 
<ltd t~ Ol:H ·~t ha'.nd. ~l' lfl"any ·bodj' tdok i_t ·-1,r1,to ei'? 
head-to tfult: ~lft .' \1/1th rme, I igener~Hy _'fiif arrifrd ·him 
of his· w-i-ath by faying nothing. · & If 'any 1itt1

1
e qµar- . 

r~ls or rnisfortun~·s,.. or ~ ·ifc0ndua, happ'ened in the 

hall, l always encleayoure.d 'to hµfu it .up, and-never' 

', . \ 
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carried ,any talcs to th~ roafler, .unlefs -,~h~n I [a}V c}.ny body wronging hi.rp, apd ;thp1 I thought it rny1Juty, or ,un!efs. the thing wias very b·ad indeeq. In fhon, by purf uing always this line of conduct, I found my · , fituation very comfortable and agreea~le. Nly mafter treated me with great, confidence and kindnefs; my fellow fervants with great friendlinefa and. refpea. 

In aboiit two ye~rs ,tirne:, , the footnJ_an th<}-.t ufed _ to go to market being turned away. -for drl)~~ennc'fs, which vice foon pro-ve,d his ruin,, my mafter told me, that as he believed I was an honeft and careful y~ung man, and perceiving that I coul.d: write and_ keep a:n account,. he fhould in . future e~- . ploy rµe , j~ ,ma~keti,ig. To ,market., ther~fon~, · l, 
went every day, and as I had now a , good .~:eaJ ,Pf my mafter's money al ways in my hands, I pr.a:Yeµ heartily to God that he would be pleafed t~ prefcrve ~<:; under the te.mptation to which this e~pofed me . . My firft expl~it in thi~ way was the purch~fe. of ten Ihilhngs ,yGrth of frujt at ,a fru,terer's, When,1 h_i.\~ 1 finifhed my bargai~1 anq., w~.s coming Ql,lt _t,>f the fq_op, : the~fruiterer ilippecl (a !hilling into my 1l}and. , As) had never, tQ the heft of 1ny recol-le~io.9, -feen: him before, I was fornewhat furprized at his generofity; but fortunately ~ad the prefence of mind to afls. him whether he had . c~arged his frqi.t the higher on ac,: . count of this p1:e fent to me. " Whyr xou9g m~p," }aid he, " thaJ i~. an honeft queftion, and I will give; you a11 ho1;iefi anfwer .. The fa~ is, that as we know that gentlemen of yqur cloth expea fome compli-1nent from the tradefmen they deal with,_ we are ob. liged in our own c;lefence, -to charge our articles the ~ig~e.r: on that ac_count 1to their maft€rs.', ~., Anq fo/' faiq: I, " .tlie ,money you give us, Gomes finally from the. pocket~ of our m~fters ?" "To .be f ure it do~s. '.• '' Why, the,n," faid ·1,:" I will take your {hilling, but fh_all chaige my mafter only nine fuillings/~ And this " < 
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metl~od· I c,onftantly purfue_d in the like cafe ever 

a(t~r ; ·To'r , I think the abo'v.ementioned · pPaaice of 

f~btme,n, . whi~h however f hope· i.s not very C001-

in'oti w.ith them, is juft the fame thing in con­

fs:ienc~ as _ 1.f they fhotrld rob their mafter's bure'au. 

One Mop.d?-y morning, having fettled my account 

for the la.ft ~e'ek. with my mafi:er, I found that he 

had 'made a ·rniftake againft himfelf of twenty !hil­

lings'. . ~/, fo~~ as), difcovered .it, I faid to myfel_f, 

here n~:nv, is· arr opp<?~tnn'ity of getting twenty :Chil­
lings witholl.t 1any ri·fk. or detettidn; but God forbid 

q1at ' I fhould do it, as jt would 1ruin my peace of 

mind, and defi:roy 'my foul. · I therefore pointed 

out the error t6 m-y mafter the firfi: opportunity.­

t~ . Cha~les,'' ·faid h~, '"' ,v you are right, the mi~ake 

fs-·. 2·,by,iou_s: 1 
· I ackn~wl~d'g,c I ma~e it purp6fefy to 

try yo·11r" ·honefty. · Yo~ ij1alJ find that this affair will 

~"tif-ri otlt/ b~fore lorrg, to yoµr 'a'dvanti'ge.'r 'Now, 
though I do not think it quite (air fo,r mafters 'to. lay 

this kind of trap for their fervants' integrity, yet as 

I know by ex_perience lhey fometimes· do it, we muft 

be ~ou Uy · on our· gua·~d. Indee,d~ · difhonefiy is 

never -fafe. It 'c\lway_s will out fojhe'how or other. I 

h~ve fe:eH fut~i-ii~ng.\irftantes of~ fPi~ dfP2overy'of it, 
when it feemed· t? ·have been 1com·rriitted with f 1,1ch 

cunning· as· to be impoffible· to be dete&ed . 

. One day, as ( w·4~ go\ng to mark'et, I met Sir ·Ro­
bert S."s buller, ·who' to.ld rne, that 1havirig long 1bb- .. 
ferved1~y . [bori·e:ry \niµ diligence, he. _was happy to 

~ have .'it no~t irr his po~·er tb··offer). mje a'. pla'ce i1r\. t 'hi·s 

"mafter":tfatnil y, w·he~.J rny.\vages would oe •r-aifed 
1

two 

guineas a year. : I~th~nked him; an_cl" t:olg · hi.m he 

thoul4. have his an[~er nex~ evei:iing .... In the mean 

ii~e, ~ saHe~-upcm a· pibus·and wd:rthy, friend, :whom 
I confiiltetl i'n 1all: H.iffictihies, .and a;fked his' opinion·,. 

. Af~bt'~m·~.i~t_~ H;el~h~e.!ati?.~, hei fai?, · {' -Ch~rles', d?n't 
go~ ·,1 When youJ are ., once· .got 111to a 'good pfaee-, 

. ' / 
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flick to_ it Iik e a leec;h. The rollin_g~fione gets . no.1 
mo[~ . . The. more yhars .you continue 1n one ferv~ce·'} 
the more .you a1:c ref petted by your mil'fler __ and aH 
the world. i ~ gopd family confide1~s an old)erv<;1nt 
as one , of themfelves, and earl n'o more. tee him w..i_n{ 
than a near relation. WhereasJcrvants that are con­
tinually roving from place to place; have no f ri'end 
Jn diftrefa, and frldom get a provifion .for old age." 
Happy it W<J.S for me that I. followed this_ good ad- ' 
vice . .. I.f I had not, I fhould prol?aoly ha,y,e b'eeri 
~~?t4ing more

1 
rlia,~ ~ po_or fo_o/ma·n au·1yy' .li'fo. · r 

, But before, I brrng my own 1lory to an end, I mull: 
beg rpy reader's patienc.e,,, to li.{ten to the fad fate of 
nJy poor brot11er Tom. · Ala.s ! poor Torn, he was 
a):?;r~at favourite in our kitchen, b~c;:aufe he f~ng 
the )?~ft . .fong, and. told tr;e n1e"rri"cft tal e; ,;ind paiq 
his ~~rd-money the, moit..fr~~ly of ar:t ·gen'tlep1fri 
footman about town · .. A.1-1d tT1en he f,,:ore fo mucll 
Ji ke a gt,".ntlem~n, and vas fo co11·1plaifant t'~ th'e 
ladies, and puihed about the flroilg beer [o merrily , 
that he was,_, faid '?ur feryants, the rnoft ag1~eeabl ~ 
cornp·1.ny .in the world. And. yet all thefc entertain,. 
ing qua1ities did not pr~fer~c my_ poor brot!icr from 
the moI.t dreadfu.J ·ft.ate of djfirefs. and ruin.-, One 
#n;ornr1~g -he cam~ ~o; n~e ·a.bout ten o'c1ock witl{a very 
woeful L:~ce, whi~h . was . ,a thing very unufual for 
.him, and tol,d me, that he had jufi been turned away 
from .his plac e yvithq_ut a a~araaer, th,at be had n.o 
lnoney, many d_ebtq, an ~ no.1:~fZ(fri~n

1
q~i' an~ w?at was· 

wor(~ ~l~an flll, t~at ~e was 1ab,oy.ri!1g ynder fhfeafe .. 
'Dom gr~~v w1orfe e_very day, and was;lt leD·gth given 

over. In t.he morning of tha_t ,day, while I was 4t­
ting a; .his be.dfide, who fhould c~me in but my dear 
,u1c;>ther. ,_ She. had . wal~ed 130 mile,s, e, ·cept _now 
a,~d thep~a. li_ft' in ,t~e waggc,lJr; to, att,.end upon an'd 

.c.omfo.r; her µndefervin.g iop. .vV1hen fl1c faw him, 
,pale .and e.madat~d, and. qis fac~ hµIf,.cpnft1m@d by 

i 
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difeafe, it fo !hocked her, that fhe f intcd a\var, 
As foon as· fhe recovered, and was a little relieved bv 
a plentiful flood of tea.rs, {he f~ic, "my dear Torr{, \ 
I am come to take care of thee and. make thee better, 

., if I can." " Alas! mother," anfwercd. he, putting 
his clay-cold hand into her·s, " it is all too late. I 
have b~t a few hours to live. It is by negleaing 
your advice that I am brought to this. Gaming, and 
drink, and bad com.pany, and bad women have b~en 
my ruin. 0 ! w,hat wi11 become of my foul! If I 

,could but live my life o\·cr again--IIere he was 
feized with a fuddcn fit, and rhough hr lived fome 
h~urs, he never fpoke after, and died that evening 
in my mother's arms. , 

, After recounting the forrowful hiflory of my unhap­
py brother, I rnufl now hafien to cor1c;lude my own. 

About a twelvem~nth after the offer, of a pJac~ in S~r 
Robert S-'s- fam1l-y, my ma fler, 1n conf.ideratton; a,s 
he faid, of my faithful fervices, made me hi$ butler. 
He was indeed fo kind and friendly to me on all oc­
cafions, that I found it neceffary to he extremely 
.cautious left I fhould grow proud, or faucy, or fa­
miliar, which fame fervants, ·when they have lived 
long in a place, and fin<} the~fel v~s in favour, are 
apt to do. After enjoying this poft abnut fix fears, 
our family being now rcmo,ved int~ the country, I 
made acquaintance with a farmer's daughter l.iving 
near ·the great houfe, whom, on acco1mt of h~r. re­

ligious and .induftrious principles and her r1miable 
and c·heerful temper, I ,wifhed to 111ake my wif~,. 
She was no Haunter · in fine clothes, none 9f your 
dancing, flirting, fo-rward la!fes, that run about to 
chrifrenings, and revels, and hops, that will ruin a 
man before he knows where he is; ~':}t a p.iqus, 'fo­
ber, fray-at-home, indufhious young wo~an; el[e 
I am fure any body might have had her for me,. As 

I had never been suilty ~of any un'ti'cce!f ary expence, 
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for nobody will call 'that unneceffary whi~h I · fent 
yearly to my parents, my favings, the interefi be­
ing added yearly to the principal in th½ ,hands ' of 
my rnafter, amounted to two hund~ed pounds. And 
~s Fanny's· father promi feel to gi _v~ her another' hun -
dre-d, I thought WP might with this take a fmalJ farm, 
and maintain ourfclvcs comfortably and decently. 
I therefore communi~ated the affair to my mafter. 
" Charles," faid he, "though I s3.rn loth to part with 
fo good a fervant, yet I think it ·an a8: of gratitude 
due to you fo r ·}·otfr long and f1ithfu1 1fe/v.ices, to 

·confent readily to any thing tduch may be for your 
welfare. But I do not think it ncce'ifarv for us to 
part at all. I am at prefent in want o°f a bailiffa 
You may 5_ if yot1 approve it, undertake that office, 
and ft.ill retain · your prefent wages. Your father in-

··'law, who j~ an cxpe1i~nccd farmer, \Vlll infrrt18. and 
,afI~ft- you i11 the dutie:s of it. ,. I will, oefi9es, Jet 
you a frnall farm on an advantageous leafe, which 
you may make the mofi of for j1 o urfrlf." 
·. To this kind and generous offer I joyfully af­
fo1ited. And Fanny' and myfeif ha.ve now lived to­
·gcther fix years in the fa1·d1-hou'fc near the park­
·gate, · happy ancl, profpe·rous. Iv1y father ' being dead, 
nt1d my brother ' ancJ' GH:er fettled, my mother, whb 
is now very old, lives· with me; and by her example 
and exhortation I find a ienfe 0f religion fink ·deeper . 
~nd deeper into my foul eve1:y 9-ay; and indeed I am 
firmly convinced by long expei·ierice, that thereis no­
thing in this w'or1d c·~n make us truly happy but that. 

.. -:l _addrefs rhis lit\·1 e book, ·which I wrote by little 
and little i'n the' long evenings of the laft hard win­
ter, to' all f6oth1en. ·,· I hope they will not be angry 

itb my well-meant · ,ender1vours, but take kin_dl y 
whar if intended o,nly for t'l1eir good·. · , 

( . 
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