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,··········•-·••········•--
THE FAIRY TALE OF 

THE 

BLEEDI1VG FINGER. 

THERE lived a magician in days of old, who had power 
over the winds and waves; whofe word could command the 
demons of the deep, and the fpirits of the air durft not difubey 
his will. This magician was held to be a fociahle, merry, good 
fort of perfon when pleafed, confidering he was a magician; 
for, you muft underftand, conjurers, wizards, necromancers, 
and m ci gicians, are very tetchy and revengeful, and never fail 
to fend their imps and goblins to torment fuch as ufe them difre
fpectfully. The name of this magician was Tcmogorod, which 
fignifies Eat-him-up, and he had a daughter, called Holakaree, 
that is to fay B lood-fucker, who was an enchantrefs. Whenever 
either of them Vient abroad, they had at leafl: one fpirit to at• 
tend them, who was fometimes difguifed in the form ofa bear, at 
others a m onkey or cat, and fom et irnes in the likenefs of a huge 
maftiff. Sometimes, for expedition fa ke, they travelled through 
the air, and then they were ufually drawn by four flaming 
torches, followed by fiends in the f11ape of tad-poles, who were 
fo numerous, that their f warms darkened the air. 

'Tomogorod, as before faid, was not much inclined to mif. 
chief, unlefs provoked; but woe be to any one that affronted 
him! If he afked a clownifh fe_llow where he was going, and 
the lout returned a faucy anf wer, he would fix him aftride upon 
the next fry le without the power of moving, or turn him into a 
pitch-fork, and give him his own fhape again when any body 
had ftuck him up to the hilts in a dunghill. His name denoted 
him to be a lover of good livi ng, ancJ he always behaved civilly 
to fuch as gave him the beft th ey had to eat. 

Holakarre, his daughter, who was of an ambitious temper, 
had the wickednefs to fall in love with the king's fon, a youth of 
three-and-twenty, of a fweet difpof1tion, and the moft charm
ing perfon in the world. His name was Dulimond, which means 
Dimple-face, and he was the fole heir to the crown It hap• 
pened one day, while he was hunting, that he faw the moft 
beautiful blue hare run by him th at eyes had ever beheld; and 
he was fo charmed with the appeara11ce of that frrange animal, 
that he could not forbear lea.ving his other fport to follow this 
new game. He prefently loft fight of his courtiers ~nd attend• 
ants; who, as people often are, were more intent upon their 
<liverfion than their duty, He followed the animal for more 
than half an hour; and being mounted upon a f wift Arnbian 
courfer, feemed every inftant to be within a hai(s•breadth of 



6 THE BLEED-ING FINGER. catching her; when prefently his eye was ~ttracl:ecl by the defcent of an eagie, that darted upon the hare, and rofe with an incredible f wiftnefs, tHl they were both loft in the clouds. Whilt: the prince ftood gazing, and looking after the eagle and his prey, which !till remained like a fpeck upon his fight, the fky began t-o lour, the heavens darkened, and the difiant thunders rolled. The prince looked round, but faw neither place of refuge nor h.uman being. The ftorm increafecl; the elements, with dreadful burft, feemed to crack and fplit over his very head; and the fires of the firmament darted their forked and penetrating effence into the very bofom of the earth. But, what aftoni!hed him moft, was, that though the waters appeared to ftream from the heavens on every fide of him, not a hair of hia head, not a thread of bis garments, was wet. The heart of D ulimond was the heart of a lion; he was awed, but not difmayed . .\i\Thile his eyes were endeavoring to trace the uncertain path of the life-fnatching lightning, and his ears were filled with the terrific rumors of the fky, he beheld, not far above him, a bright cloud, that feerned in the centre to be a lambent flame, and whence iffued a voice loud and impulfive, but fweet ;is mufie in dreams, which pronounced diftincl:ly the following words: 
" Be:v.1are of her with a golden. thumb. Follow the bleeding finger, Plunge, fearlefs, into the lake of bitternefa, to reco-ver the cwhite wand of Orophalis. Dangers encompafs you; be <Virtuous, bold, and obedient, or you jierift." 
The voice ceafed, and the rain, and the thunder, and the lightning, were no more ; the fun was refplendent, the fore!l: W3S vanifhe<l, and the fcene was changed. Vallieb of a thoufand different and reviving fhades of green were on every fide; arom at ic !hrubs, Ao \, ers. and various trees, were fcattered round; difrant lakes, and more diftant mountains, were in-view. The prince , filled with wonder at all thefe ftrange accidents, was funk deep in reflcelion; infomuch that his eyes were fixed, and his foul abforbed by the cogi tations of his mind; when he was awakened from his trance by the voice of a lady, who fweetly and courteou0y demanded if he could direct her to the palace of the Seven Dragons Dulimond fl:arted, looked up, and was again fixed in aftonifhment. Never before had he beheld fuch perfections, fuch grace, fuch fratures. Seated upon a milkwhite courfer, with hair that defcended in ringlets upon her horfe's back, and a face more beauteous than the face of nature at the fon's uprifing, this lady looked like a fpirit of heaven, and not an inhabitant of the earth. She was obliged to repeat her queftion ; and the prince, refpecl:fully bowing, ;infwered, be ne_ver . before had he~rd of fuch a palace. The lady gracefully mclmed her head, m token of thanks, and paffed [wift!y forward; while tbe prince, ravifhed with the angelic apparition, gave his fteed the rtin, kept within fi ght of her, and forgot the fcenes that had fo lately happened, They rode this way for more than an hour at a hard rate, when they came to a vafr 



THE BLEEDING FINGER. 'i 

foref1::. The prince, ,who had a piercing eye, beheld an in
fcription as he was riding by the fide of the foreft; and £toppi ng 
a moment in hopes of learning fome intelligence, where by he 
might oblige the lady, he read-

" 'This leads to the palace of the Se'llen Dragons ." 

The prince immedi:itely fet fpurs t o his horfe ; ancl , .c:enllY 
calling after the lady, beckoned her to return. She, wh o fremeJ 
to have flackened her pace when Du/imond ft oppeJ, p refently 
heard, and obeyed. As !he approached the prince, !he t hanke-1 
him with the rno'ft winning words anJ acrion; while he, ra
vifhe<l with her charms and co ndefcenfion, prayed to be ad . 
rnitted to the palace. The lady again ga\'e a courteous reply, 
and they entered the fore!l: togeth er. They had not proceeded 
far before they loft all fight of th e furrounciin g country, and 
were buried in a gloom fo thick that Jight could fcarcely pene 
trate. As they rode on, ftrange noifes faluted their ears; fome
times, as it were, the faint groanings of the dying; at others, 
the fierce howlings of beafts in torture; and then again like tp e 
fudden whizzings of fky-rockets, accompanied with loud, con
fufed, and innumerable fhrieks and fcreams, as though the f pi
rits of air were battling till the very elements were tormented . 
Vifions, as ftrange as were the founds they heard, likewife mo
lefted their journey; at one inftant, a head without a body 
wou Id feem to dance backward before them, fometimes with 
ghaftly looks, and fometimes with grimaces, mewing at them; 
a t another, ferpents, the bodies of which were black, their 
eyes !faming, ·and their ta il s triply divided with a fiing a t th e 
end of each, feemed to threaten the travellers; but, what was 
more remarkable, an urchin, tb at lay in the path at the entrance 
of the foreft, became a ball of fire, and rolled itfelf along before 
them, as if to direct them in the route they fhould purfue. 

Dulimond was not more afionifhed at thefc things, than at the 
b ehavior of the lady; who continued her way, undi fmayed, and 
almoft without noticing fuch ftrange events, notwithftanding 
that the demons (for the foreft was enchanted) became more 
terribly dreadful in their howls and fhri eks, and unnatural 
fuapes, the farther they proceeded. However, if a beauteous 
and gent le lady had the courage to go on, it was not for a prince 
l ike Dulimond to recede. It appeared almofr unmanly to draw • 
his fabre ; but from doing this it was fcarcely poffi bl e to refrain, 
fo fearfully were they betet. Nor could the dangers to which 
they were expofed hinder the prince from thinking on his moft 
beautiful companion with rapture. Her demeanor, her form, 
h er wit, and her fortitude, made him confider her as a mira. 
cle ; and he found his affections fo totally enflaved, as to be ab
fo lutely irretrievable. How could he forbear to admire, when 
he only heard her utter fome fhort exclamation at the moment 
that the fiends were moft horrible and infolent, and when he 
faw her turn and fmile with ineffable f weetnefs upon him, as it 
were to wi(h him not to fear or futkr upon her account ? This 

C 



8 THE BLEEDING FINGER. 
be efteemed a noble generofity of foul, and he could not but 
adore her who was capable of fuch heroic exertion. 

They came at length to the other fide of the foreft; and the 
urchin of fire that accompanied them bounded from the earth, 
and gamboled in the air with a thoufand antic motions. Infi-ead, 
however, of an open country, they beheld a black rock, the front 
of which extended farther than fight, an<l its fummit lay beyond 
the clouds. As they approached it, they read, in huge and 
tranf parent characters, 

" This is the entrance IQ the palace of the Seven Dragon,." 
" How ! " cried Dulimond, " this the entrance. Here is no 

entrance ; this is a vaft and folid ruck, a rock of marble; and all 
the powers of nature cannot enter here.'' 

The lady fmiled, alighted nimbly from her horfe, approached 
the place of the infcription, and held forth her arm. She laid. 
her thumb, her golden thumb, upon the marble, when inftan
taneous thunder rolled, and _the ma!f y front of the rock opened. 

Imagine what was the aftonifhment of Du./imond, and what 
his grief, when he beheld this miracle performed by the lady 
with the golden thumb! His heart funk within him, and his 
arm fell nervekfs by his fide. Yet this was no time for defpon
dency; danger was before him, heh ind him, and on every fide 
of him ; and the crifis of his fate drew on. 

The chafm of the rock had remained open fome minutes, the 
prince ftood plunged in forrowful fuf penfe, and the lady fee med 
attendant upon his coming. A voice proclaimed-

" Let not Juch as would enter the palace of the Seven Dragons 
linger, for the Rock of Sculls i, about to clofe." 

At the fame moment, Dulimond beheld a naked arm, with the 
fore-finger fiowly dropping blood, and pointing the way to the 
palat:e of the Seven Dragons. The vifion, though horrible, 
gave him pleafure; bis heart was with the lady; c1nd he rejoiced 
to find that his duty furnifhed him with an excufe to follow his 
inclinations. The prince had but juft time to make the pafTage 
of the rock before it fhut; and, had he been a moment later, it 
would have clofed upon him; which accident having happened. 
to many, it was called the Rock of Sculls. They proceeded 
onward till they came to a bridge, where lay the Seven Dragons, 
whence the palace derived its name. At their approach, all 
thefe horrible monfters lafhe<l their prodigious tails, opened 
their deftrucl:ive jaws (fet all over with teeth like harrows), and 
projecl:ed their long and forked tongues ; and, with an infatiable 
fury, were flying upon Dufimond. Mortal refiftance to fuch 
enemies feemeJ vain, and death inevitable; when, at the very 
inflant they were about to feize on the prince, the lady held 
forth the golden thumb, an<l they dropped fe nfelefs on the e4rth 
in a profound fleep. 

Th y paffed the bridge, and drew near to the palace, which 
was the molt fuperb that eyes ever beheld. Its magnitude and 
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architeclure filled the mind with grandeur, and the riches of 
its ornaments dnzled the fight to beho1d. They came at la~ 
to a place where the roa<l divided; one way went direttly for. 
ward, and the other deviated to the left, which led to the pa• 
l3Ge. On the confines of the latter ftood troops of nymphs, 
whom none could equal in beauty, the lady with the golden 
thumb alone excepted, and fuch as imagination only ha~ feen. 
Some of them played on inftruments, the f~unds of wh!ch ra
vifhed the ear; others danced with fuch delightful motion, as 
put mortal fenfes into a delirium of pleaf ure. Thty were come 
to meet the lady and the prince, and thi5 ~ay were th~y pro• 
ceeding, when Dulimond beheld the bleedrng finger porn~ the 
contrary road. He ftopped, he looked, he confidered; his bo
fom heaved a profound figh, the war wit~in him was fl:ro~g, 
and his body was motionlefs. The lady did ,not perfuade him 
by words; fhe took a more powerful method; her_looks, f~r
rowful and dejected; her eyes, with all the well-feigned grief 
of poverty, told him, that in him was all her happinefs centered; 
with him fhe fhcrnld be blelfed, without him miferable. Neither 
did fhe remind "him of the dangers to which he had been ex~ 
pofed, and from which he had been prtferved by her; and 
therefore he remembered them the more forcibly. His heart 
was enflaved by her beauty; he could not any longer refift her 
charms, and again he began to follow her; when the air wall 
filletl with tbe moft . doleful wailings, and the finger of the 
naked arm began to ftream with blood. 

The heart of Dufimond was ftrongly virtuous; he had been 
nurtured in a fublime morality. The remembrance of the 
firm refolution he had fo often made to perfevere amid all temp
tations in the paths of rettitude and honor, came. with a gleam 
of heroic ardor upon bis mind, elevated his foul, and made it 
equal to the glorious conteft. He turned his eyes from the 
witcheries of paffion and pleafure, and with a determined fpi
rit followed the naked arm; the blood again more ilowly drop
ped ; but the vaft concave of the fky became tortured with 
fhritks, cries, and howlings, fo piercing, that diftraclion would 
have feized any one of lefs- virtue than himfelf. 

Undauntedly did he follow his guide, though the fiends now 
transformed themfelves into ten thoufand hideous fhapes, and 
chattered at, infulted, and affaulted him, with a hundred-fold 
more malignity and fury than they did in his palfage through 
the enchanted forefl:. He came at length to the lake of bitter. 
nefs; but who can defcribe the dreadful, horrible, and difguft
ing animals, by which its waters were guarded? On the fur
face, vipers, water-fnakes, and dun-colored ferp ents, hiffed 
t e:ror wi_th their forked tongues. At t_he borders lay toads 
with ftann g eyes and vafl bloated bodies ; their mouths jufl: 
ab~ve the waters, diving _fometimes b~neath t he 0i rn y fed ge, 
while the lake bubbled poifon, and agam afcending to the wa
ter's edge . The bottom was covered over with li za rds, newts, 
and efts, darting upon their prey; reptiles with fp eckkd bellies., 



10 THE BLEEDING FINGER. 
and a hundred legs, that fhot f wift as an arrow from a bow, as their voracity or malice willed; and fpiders fo huge and inflated, that the fhagged hair of their bodies was like tbe briftles of the hunted boar; and their eyes, globular and projecting, were as the eyes of tigers, watching whom they might devour. All thefe, and innumerable others, for which nature bas no like-11efs, immediately on the approach of Dulimond, ceafed their obfcene fports and rancorous wars on one.another; and, with tiieir million mouths, came in voracious fwarms, as if in ex• pecration of their pre:y. Humanity fhud<lered, and fhrunk; it wa s a fight of the mofl dreadful horror. The naked arm, in the mean time, refred over the centre of the lake; the finger ceafed to bleed, and pointed downward. Thither the prince caft his eye, and beheld the white wand c,f Or(jp lla!is; he ft-aid not to confider of dan.ger; he guittt:d his fteed, and threw himfelf, fearlefo, into tbe Jake of bitternels. His arm divided the waters; and though his body feemed to be penetrated and torn by a haft of thefe devouring reptiles, he ftill had the power to proceed. He arrived at the fpot; and, unterrified, plunged to the bottom. The earth fhook; th~ heavens were on fire; and nature feemed to groan, as though her end were come. He feized the wand; and, lo! the lake was no more. He ftood upon dry land, his enemies were an. nihilated, and himfelf unhurt. 
While he frood confidering thefe things, he heard a found of a multitude fingin g '' praifes to the valorous prince Dulimond, who hath broken the charms of hell, who hath delivered us fro m the fp ells Gf Holnkaree." He turned, and faw coming to• ward him troops of knights and ladies; and, at their head, a venerable old man, leading, as he thought, the lady with the golden thumb. "Fear not, valorous prince," faid the aged kni ght, '' your trials are paft, and your reward is come. This 'virgin is no enchantt lfs." The happinefs of Du!imond was extreme, when he was informed that Holakaree had affumed the beauteous form of Beliimante ; that this vile enchantrefs was now no more; that his valor and virtue had freed the moft angelic princefs in the univerfe, her father, and many other noble knights and ladies, who bad fallen in her fnares; and, in bis tranlport, he caft himfelf at Be/Limante's feet, and kiffed her virgin band, which he was in extacy to find was not now ftig-matized by the golden thumb. · As for th e magician 'Tomogorod, he became difconfolate for the lofs of hi s daughter, and fome fay that he now wanders over the face of the earth ·without a fettled habitation; and that be is always attended by one faithful demon, that affifrs him in his wants, and revenges him upon his enemies. 
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o{l)uue, =~:.-ce=~, .... (l)o 

PHEBE THE GOOD. 

THERE was a certain man who was left a \.vi<lower with one 

child, a f weet girl, whofe name was Phebe. After be had lived 

two or three years fingle, he became tired of this fort of life, and 

determined to marry again; and he was the more eaflly induced 

· to do fo, becaufe he had met with a woman about bis own age, 

and very much of his own difpofition, to whom he had made 

himftlf agreeable. This woman was a widow; and, like him, 

had a daughter, called 1\!Jartlia, who was two years older than 

P!,ebe, and likewife a very pretty girl. They mt1tually promifed 

to be exceedingly good and tender to each other's offspring; and 

at firft they kept their promifes tolerably well, though it muft 

be allowed, that, as Phebe by far was the moll: beautiful of the 

two, the mother 1v,Vas not without fome little jealoufles; how

ever, fhe was a fenflble woman, though fomewhat paffionate.,, 

and did not, for a while, fuffer fuch propenfities to increafe to 

violence; be11des, P!,ebe was as mild and good-humored as fhe 

was charming in her wit and features; and though you might 

eafily make her cry, you could pever make her crofs or obftinate. 

. After a time, it happened that the father died, when P/.·ebt: 

was about twelve years old; and as fhe had been well inftructed 

by her father's care, who loved her dearly, ihe was, on account 

of the readinefs of her wit, more accompliilied and advanced 

in 'knowledge than many of twice her age, and much more fo 

than her flll:er Martlza, though there had been equal care taken 

of them both. The death of her father was a great misfortune 

to P/zebe ; !he foon began to find an alteration in the behavior of 

her mother and filler. The latter, having now no reftraint 

upon her (for her mother had been always too far indulgent), 

took every opportunity of thwarting Phebe, of whom fhe be

came exceeding jealous, owing to the preference the latter al

ways obtained in fociety. The mother too, inftead of confult

ing her own reafon, and doing jull:ice, was weak enough to par

ticipate in her daughter Martha's feelings and prejudices, and 

gave way to her paffions by little and little, till at laft £he could 

no longer refill: them. Thus, though fhe felt at fame moments 

the injuftice of her conduct, and determined to alter her beha

vior, and become rriore kind to P/zebe, yet, as foon as the trial 

came, fhe found herfelf inevitably hurried away by habitual 

paffion, and continually guilty of the fame partiality and tyranny. 

It may eafily be imagined that poor Phebe foon became de

prived of all the little pleafures in which fhe ufed to fhare ; in

ftead of mixi ng with the vi!itors, and going abroad with her 

fifl:er, as formerly, fhe was confined to her needle, and ordered 

to affift the fervant at the loweft drudgery. This would have 

broken the fpirit of many girls, or have fpoiled their temper ; 

C J 
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1<2 THE GLORIOUS HAND. for certainly few things are fo cutting to the heart as manifeft injnftice. But it did not feem to have any fucb effect on Phebe; for though fhe grieved a little, yet ibe was fo complying, and even cheerful, let her be fet about what £he would, that fhe was called "Phebe the Good" all over the country. It is ftrange to think of the excefs to which people will proceed who have 0nce begun to indulge bad habits. The praifes that Phebe had obtained, and the admiration ,,;,ith which every body was ftruck who happened to get a fight of her (for fhe increafed in beauty, as in amiablenefs and age), ferved only farther to increafe the enmity of thofe to whom alone fbe could look for protection; infomuch, that at !aft fhe was not only the drudge of tbe family (for her mother had turned away the fervant, and forced her, though not fifteen, to do all the work), but was flinted in her very food, obliged to eat the offals, and beat, upon the moft frivolous pretences, till {he was fometimes hardly able to move. If fl1e had not naturally poffeffed a deal of courage, as well as mildnefs, fl1e mull: have funk: under the ufage fhe received; but though there was a fweet forbearance in her temper, there was a fortitude Jikewife, which is found only in a few, efpecially among the gentle and fofter fex. One day, when the mother and favorite daughter were gone out, and had, as ufual, locked up every thing from her, leaving her but a fcanty pittance, fcarce half enough to fuffi.ce nature, a very poor old woman, tottering under age, came to the door, begging, for her favior's fake, fhe would give her a morfel, to keep her from frarving. P/1ebe, though very hungry herfelf, had too good a heart to fee fuch a poor old creature ready to fink with age and hunger, and not give her every affiftance in her power. She immediately went to the door, gave the poor woman her hand, defire<l her to come in and reft herfelf, and fet about warming what little morfel fhe had (which fhe herfe1f was going to eat col<l), to make it as comfortable as fhe could. She then laid a clean napkin and plate, and waited upon, and cherifhed her, as though fhe had been her own mother. "The god of heaven blefs thee!'' faid the old woman, as Phcle fiood rn inifl:ering by ber fide; "thou art a merciful and gracious angel, and fhalt lofe nothing by thy charity. Thou hail given me food. Wi lt thou give me a kifs ?" Phebe would always rather hnrt her own feelings than the feelings of another; and though the old woman was very difagreeable with rags and age, fl1e infrantly k iffed her with the beft grace imaginable, leaft fhe fhould give her pain, or leaft fhe fhould be tho•Jght to defpife age and poverty. The · old woman fi xed her eyes fiedfaflly upon her. "Sweet and heavenly creature," faid fhe, '' have I at laft found foeh a one? Yes. If thy courage equals thy other virtues, thou art the treafure I fo long and indfecl:ua lly have fought." Phebe wondered to hear a miferable old woman talk in this m anner, and in f uch language too. '' Thou art very young; art thou of a t imiJ difpofition ?''-" No, indeed," faid Plieb,. " I never injured any creature that has life or fenfibility. I would do good 
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to every body if I had the power, and I hope I commit no 
wickednefs; then wherefore !hould I be afraid?'' 

P/1ebe had fcarcely finifhed her laft fentence, before fhe faw a 
fierce mafliff a_nd a bull-dog burft into the kitchen, foaming, 
fighting, and worrying each other with the utmoft fury; but 
fhe, inftead of acting like moft filly young women, who fquall 
if they fee a moufe run a.crofs the room, very cooly removed 
out of their way, took hold of the old woman to help her out 
of the kitchen, and !hut the door upon them. As !he ftood in 
the paffage, !he found her gown was all in a flame. It would 
be wrong to pretend that !he was not exceedingly alarmed; but 
inftead of !bricking, falling in a fit, or running terrified fne 
knew not whither or for what, except to agitate the air, and 
increafe the danger, !he unpinned herfelf in a moment, and 
frripped off her gown. "Yes!'' exclaimed the old woman, 
" thy prefence of mind proves thy fortitude.'' As n1e faid this, 
the fire was extinguifhed, and the enraged dogs were f een and 
heard no more; neither was there a finged [pot upon the gown,. 
P/1ebe turned her eyes with amazement toward her gueir; and, 
inftead of a poor, decrepid, and beggarly old woman, fne be
held a beauteous being in robes of white and fcarlet, and wings 
more variouny fpotted than the f11ining plumage of the Ciiinefe 
pheafant. " Purefc, and befc of e:trthly virgins," faid the brig ht 
vifion, "be not alarmed.''-" No,'' replied Phebe, "I am only 
furprifed. If you are a heavenly being, you will not injnre me. 
If a wicked one, you cannot, till I, by guilt, null give you 
power over me.''-" Liften to me," faid the fpirit. "I am a 
fylph, the friend of man, and the enemy of his enemi s. Long 
have I been fceking to deliver Oron, the knight of a neighboring 
caftle, from the authotity of the demons, but in v:1in; they have 
feduced and enchanted him, and he is held a willing flave to 
five of the moft powerful that the dark entrails of the fulphu
reous regions can emit. Their nam(:s are Bibo, Libido, lrafcr1, 
Jvepo, and Superbo; that is to fay, Drunkennefs, Lufi, lf/rat/I, 
Prodigality, and Pride. He hath futfered them to light up the 
dead hand within his walls, which hath ftupefied and lulled to 
fleep the guardian fpirits fate had appointed to protecl- him from 
their machinatioAs; and till that is extinguifhed, never fhall he 
be freed from their wicked dominion. The fylphs, and other 
etherial effences, have in vain made war upon thefe demons and 
their adherents; a young virgin alone can vanquilh them, and 
extinguifh the enchanted flame of the dead or glorious hand; 
for a good and beauteous virgin is of more power than a hofr of 
f pirits. I and my companions have l@ng mourned over the mif
fortunes of Oron; for till thefe infernal and malicious fiends had 
fafcinated him, the earth had few young m en fo promifing. To 
thee then, fair and excellent creature, is this charitable and 
noble tafk affigned." -" I hope I have the will, if I have the 
ability to do good," replied P/1ebe ; " nor am I afraid of en
countering fuch danger as a weak creature, iike me, may fup
port; but I am dependant on the will of another. I muft not 
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leave my mother's houfe, without her knowledge; for that would be wickednefs, and not virtue.'' She had fcarcely pronounced the laft word, when fhe beard her mother and fifter at the door; and, inftead of a fylph, faw the fame old woman again at her fide, whom her charity h;id fo lately relieved. She knew not what to think; fhe was ready to imagine fhe had been in a dream; fhe ran, however, to open the door for her mother. " Hey-day! indeed,'' faid the fifter, , 1 what old beldame have you got here to keep you company? I fuppofe, you have been having your fortune told; but I am .i.fraid, it is not very good."-" Better than thine will ever be, Calot,'' anfwered the old woman, and glid~d out of the houfe. They needed not half this to fet them upon the patient fuffering Phebe; they both fell upon her, and, as they thought, beat her moft unmercifully; but, to the afl:onifhment of Phebe, their blows gave her no pain. They were not fatisfied with this; her fifter infifted upon it, that fhe fhould be inftantly turned out of doors; and the cruel and foolifh mc:ther complied with it. P/1ebe could not forbear weeping at finding herfelf, thus friendlefs and unknown, driven from her mother's houfe. She was even exceedingly affdkd at the thought of parting from perfons who hacl treated her Co bafely. She comforted herfelf, however, as well as fhe could. " I am very able and willing to work," thought fhe, " and furely fame charitable good perfon will give me a little food for my labor." Sbe wandered along the firfl: path fhe took, without knowing whither it led, till evening began to come on, and fhe was faint with hunger; whefl, being come to an eminence, fhe fat herfelf down, and turned round to take a laft look at the inhofpit able, yet ref peeled manfion, from which fhe was expelled. As {he looked down the lawn, fhe faw, with furprife, her favorite cat, to which fhe had been always very kind, come trotting after her. Though P/1ebe feemed almoft callous to oppreffion and misfortune, there was not a foul on earth more fufceptible of gratitude and tendernefs; fhe bur ft into tears when {he beheld the faithful animal come purring by her fide, and looking up, as if in pity of her fate. The cat feemed to be guided by a foperior inflincl:; then~ were three paths led from where her miftrefs fat; fhe took one of them, anci looked back, as if inviting Phebe to follow; which action fhe repeated feveral times. Pliebe, to whom no path had a peculiar preference, inclined to th at fr0m the action of the animal. The cat had not gone far, before fhe turned a little from the way to a bufh, and ftopped; then run back to meet her mifl:refs, and went to the fame f pot. This incited P/1ebe's curiofity, and fhe followed to the bufh. Here . fhe found a clean white napkin, and in it part of a very fine capo_n, w_ith fame good whe>aten brea<l. Her feelings may be eafily 1mag1ned; ihe fat herfelf upon the bank, and divided her treafure with her friend. 

She prefently rofe from her repafr, and her cat fl:ill ra n before, - as if to conduct her. They came prefently to a place where 
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the ftile had been hedged up, to prevent paffengers from coming 

1:hat road; the cat turned down that fide of the hedge, and 

foun ci a clear gap. When they came into the next field, a 

fierce bull ran bellowing, as foon as he faw Phebe, to attack 

her; but the cat placed herfelf between them, and feemed to 

fpit fire in his eyes; at which be was fo terrified and p ained? 

that he ran roaring away. 
Darknefs now grew on apace, and there was neither town, 

hamlet, nor houfe in view; yet poor Phebe kept implici tly fol

lowing her vvary- guide; fhe travelled on fe,:- fom e time, till fhe 

faw a light twinkle at a diftance, through the dufk of night, and 

fhe was pleafed to find the path !lie was in feemed to point the 

fame way. She continued her route, and prefently came to a 

high-road that led toward the light, which now became more 

di(cinct, though yet far off. She quitted the field s ; and a wild 

and ban-en moor, without hedge or tree, lay before her. On 

each hand wen: deep pits, bogs, and precipices, into which the 

fmalleft deviation would far ever plunge her; but her faithful 

cat kept juft before; and Pl1ebe, trufting in the protection which 

a righteous providence ever affords the innocent, fteadily pur

fue_d her way. Clouds overfpread the horizon, the frars were 

hid, the vault of heaven was obfcured, thick night and dark

nefs covered the earth ; the glimmering light, which till then 

had been conftant in her vie w, difappeared, and meteors and 

Will o' the Wifps danced and glided around. A folitary far-off 

fhout fhe fometimes heard, and fometirnes piercing cries, as of 

people fallen into the pits, or terrified with the dangers of the 

ni gh t and place. To add to the terrors that furrounded her, 

the ge nerou s animal that went b~fore her, fca rcely at more than 

a yard's diftance, and which every moment kept turning its lu

minous eyes, as if to li ght and guide its miftrefs, fuddenly tum 

bled clown a precipice, and , by its cries, gave Phebe, whofe 

feetwere upon the very brink, warning of her danger, and its 

own apparent deftruction. 
Piiebe was now at a total ftand; fhe durll: not move a fl:ep 

back ward or forward, but remained fixed ; and from her fair 

eyes let fa ll two pearly tears, one for the feverity of her own 

ddtiny, and the other as a tribute of gratitude and regret to th e 

fai t hful creature that h ad fuffered for her prefervation. While 

.fhe fl:ood motionlefs, and looking (if fhe could be faid to look 

on darknefs) down the abyfs into which her guide had fallen , 

fhe beheld an apparition rife f1owly from the bottom, holding a 

l ighted torch in its ri gh t hand, for it had but one ; and when at 

tl1e f'ur face of the pit, refted upon nothin r , or upon thin a ir, 

holding the torc h between itfelf and P11ebe, ;rnd looking fted

faft ly for li1e fpace of a minute in her face. Jt s vifage was of a 

death-like pale, and piteous; it iiel<l up th e rem.1in:, of its left 

arm, as if to implore redre ls; and brandifhing its torch, to 

make it fli ed a brighter light, it glided by, and ftood at fome 

little difi: ance. Phebe beheld th e fpe cl-re wi th terror, yet w ith 

tha t refolution which virtue alone can give. Slit faw 1he had 



' . • O THE GLORIOUS HAND. dt'viated a 1ittle from the high road; and, boldly taking ad van tage of the occafion, regai1-1ed her path, and followed the apparition, which ftalked before her. Her dreadful guide conducted her fafely over the moor, till they came to an antique cafl:le furrounded by a moat. The draw bridge was up, and the fpectre made a fudden ftop, as a fignal for Phebe to proceed no farther yet; it then fk.irnmed acrofs the canal, and fhait the maffy hinges of the portculli3 began to creak, and the bridge defcendecl with a weighty and loud crafh, that echoed through the ftilnefs of the night, and made the old vaulted caftle reverberate with horror. P/1ebe hefitate d to proceed. '' Yet wherefore," then faid fhe to herfelf,_ '' fhould I fear? I am told, that I am to be the deliverer of a noble knight from the power of demons; they cannot inj ure me; or, fay they could, fay they even could deprive me of lik, "'-'hat have I in th is world to regret, except a mother and a fifte r? And they have unkindly driven me from them ; they think me unworthy to be known for their relation. VVdl then, be it life or death, I will go on.'' The apparition and the torch were again before her; fhe followed toward the caftle, and they entered the iron wicket, which Aew open at their approach. The courts and avenues were vaft, and the fpectre led her a mazy, tedious, and d ifmal route, throu gh da,k porticus and winding paffages, till tbey came to a flight of fi:one fi:airs, fo narrow, that only one perfon could pafs. The fpeclre fi:opped, turned toward P/1ebe , and with its dead eyes gave a look that feemed to fay, "be firm;" then pointed to the ftairs, an d vanill1ed. Phebe was now in total darknefs, and courage and virtue began to fhudder at the remembrance of her lituation. However, ihe fummo nect Yp her ftrength , and with heroic fortitude afcendect th e narrow fl:ai r cafe. She went up fa many fl:eps, and kept fo continually winding, that at laft, with giddinefs an d wnnt of breath, ih e was obliged to reft. She ha_d fcarcely ftopped a mo-. ment, before fbe heard the clanlcing of chains, and the footfteps of one defcending, ,-vbo fent forth at inten·als the mofl: pa inful and difm al groans. Her hair now ftoo d an end, her blood ran cold, and her heart fank within her; it was impDffible for any one to pars, and the leaft oppofing body would precipitate her to the bottom. The groans and the clanking increafed; t hey feemed not three fteps diflant; and her faculties were frozen wi th horror, when th e place was inflantaneouOy illumined, an d fhe beheld the beauteous fylph fuflaining a moft dreadfu l combat with a monftrous demon, by which it feemed to be almot1: overpowered. A voice at the fame time cried aloud, " go fo r ward . You only are in danger when yon do not proceed." She again called up her r efolution, began to afcend, and again was left in filence and total darknefs. She came at length to a little door, ·which opened with a gentle pulh; through this f11e went, and found herfelf upon t he great !lair -cafe, oppofite to a f uite of rnaguificent apartments, 
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illuminated with large wax tapers; thefe !he bol<lly entered, 
paffed through feveral, and found each fucceeding one fuperior 
to the laft, till fhe arrived in the grand faloon. Here, in the 
centre, fhe beheld, upon a fuperb couch, Oron, the enchanted 
knight, lying entranced; over him hung fufpen<led in the air 
the glorious hand; that is to fay, a dead man's hand prepared 
by necromancy, dipped in magical oil, and each finger lighted 
wp. But what amazed her moft, was to fee another being that 
was in the exact likenefs of the enchanted knight, except that 
i.ts features bore the marks of vice, which Oran's did not. This 
falfe knight was feated in a chair of ftate; around him were 
pJaced his favorite demons, Bibo, Libido, Ira/co , Nepa, and Super
bo ; and facing him fat Moro, or Death , fantaftically clreffed up 
in the cafi robes of the demons, each of which bad a habit ex
preffive of his proper character. All the fervants, friends, and 
relations of Oron, as well as himfelf, were cafi in a profound 
trance by the benumbing power of the glorious hand, except 
that, at a certain hour, when all the re/1: of the world flept, 
they were awakened by the demons, who delighted to torment 
them, an<l efpecially the enchanted knight, at whom Dc:ath 
grinned and fhook his dart; and whom the demons threatened 
·with future punifhment£, while they tantalifed him for his im
oecillity in that he had not fufficient ftrength to refi/t the fafci
nation of the gloriou_s hand. The forms likewife of all the in
habitants of the caftle were affumed by inferior fiends, accord
ing to the vice to which each was addicted; for had not all of 
tbem in fome degree fallen from virtue, no enchantment could 
thus have held them in fubjection. 

At Phebe's approach, the riots of the demons infiantly in part 
fu bfided, and terror f eize<l them as fhe fartht:r advanced, Yet 
they failed not to offer the temptations by the power of which 
they had feduced and enchanted the r.:11:. Bibo prefented his 
cup; Libido invited her to unchafi:e pleafures; lrnfco w_ould 
have put a two-edged [word in her hand; Nepo offered to pour 
gold and diamonds in her lap ; and Superho took off the gilt 
(:;Oronet he wore, and defire.d to place it upon her head; but 
fhe, fuperior to fuch delufions, moved fieadily toward the 
couch where th.e knight lay. The glorio8s band burnt dim as 
fhe urew near; the color revived in the cheeks of Oron, while 
the phantom that refemhled him grew ghafily; her virgin breath 
purified the air. The hand gradually Jefcended; its faint light 
b11rnt blue, and fcarce q.ft a gleam; and when, oppofite to her 
choral lips, P/ie.be breathed upon it, the flame became totally 
extinct, and the knight rofe from his en~hanted couch. 

Pl,ebe's virtues now IJ)et their proper reward. She became 
the lady qf the caftk, an4 t)1e ;idpred wife of Oron. Her mother 
and fifter would have humbled themfelves at her feet; but fhe 
taught them to be virtuous, and took them to her bofom-thus 
~onvincing the world, that a perfeverance in goodnefo m\lit ai 
!aft condul'l tQ happinefs, 
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THE PRINCESS HEBE. 

ABOVE two thoufand years ago, there reigned over the 
kingdom of 'Tonga a king, whofe name was Abda/Lah. He was 
marrie<l to a young princefs, the dat1ghter of a king of a neigh
boring country, wbofe name was Roufignon. Her beauty and 
prudence engaged him fo far in affection to her, that every hour 
he could poffibly fpare from attending the affairs of bis king• 
<lorn he fpent in her apartment. They had a little daughter, to 
whom they gave the name of Hebe, who was the darling and 
mutual care of both. 

The king was quiet in his dominions, beloved by his fub
jecl:s, happy in his family, and all his days rolled on in calm 
content and joy. The king's brother Abdu1/1am was alfo married 
to a young princefs, named Tro}o, wbp in feven years had 
brought him no chiltlren. And fhe conceived fo mortal a hatred 
againft the queen (for fhe envied her the happinefs of the little 
princefs Hete), that fhe refolved to <lo her fame mifchief. It 
·was impofllble for her, during the king's life-time, to vent her 
malice without being difcovered; therefore, f11e pretended the 
greateft refpect and friendD1ip for the unfufpecting queen. 

"\.Vhile things were in this fituation, the king fell into a violent 
fever, of which he died. During the time that the queen was in 
the heigh th of her affiiction for him, and could think of nothing 
but her lofs, the princefs Tro_po took the opportunity of putting 
in execution her malicious intentions. She inflamed her huf• 
band's paffions, by fetting forth the meannefs of his fpirit, in 
letting a crown be ravifhed from bis hea<l by a female infant, 
till ambition feifed his mind, and he refolved to wield the 
'Iongian fceptre himfelf. It was very eaf y to bring this about ; 
for, by his brother's appointment, he was protector of the 
realm, and guardian to the young prw1cefs bis niece; and the 
queen, taking him and the princels his wife for her bef\: friends, 
fofpectetl nothing of their defigns, but in a manner gave herftlf up to tJ1eir p.owtr. 

The protector A_bdulham, having the whole treafure of the 
kin gdom at his command, was in poffeffion of the means to 
m ake all bis fchemes fucceft,ful; an<l the princefs TroJ;o, by ]a
vifhly rewarding the inftruments of her treachery, contrived to 
make it general ,y believed that the queen had poifoned her huf
band; who was fo much beloved by bis fubjecls, that the very 
horror of the action, without any proof of her guilt, railed 
again ft the poor unhappy queen a uuiverfal clamor, and a general 
averfion throu ghout the whole kingdom. The princefs had fo 
well laid her fcheme, that the guards were to frife the queen, 
and convey her to a place of confinement, till fhe could 13rovt 
per innocrncc; which that fl1e might n~vc:r be able to do1 proper 
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care was taken, by procuring f ufficient evidence to accufe her 

on oath; and the princefs Hebe, her daughter, was to be tal.en 

from her, and educated under the care of her uncle. But the 

night before this cruel defign was to be put in execution, a faith

ful attendant of the queen's, named Loret'a, by the affifbnce 

-of one of the princefs Tropo's confid an ts (who had profeffi d 

himfelf her lover), difcovered t he whole fecret; of which !he 

immediately informed he.r royal miftrefs. 

The horrors which filled the queen's mind at the relation of 

the princefs Tropo's malicious intentions were inexpreffible, and 

her perturbation fo great, that fhe could not form any fcheme 

that appeared probable to execute for her own prefervdtion. Lo

retta told her, that the perfon who had given her this timely 

notice, had alfo provided a peafant who knew the country, and 

would meet her at the weftern gate of the city; and carry ing 

the princefs Hebe in his arms, would conduct her to fome place 

-0f fafety; but !he muft confent to put on a difguife, and efcape 

that very night from the palace, or !he would be loft for ever. 

Horfes . or mules, !he faid, it would be impoffiblc to come at 

without fufpicion; therefore {he muft endeavor (though unufed 

to fuch fatigue) to travel a-foot till fhe got herfelf concealed 

in fome cottage from her purfuers, if her enemies fhould think 

o f endeavoring to find her out. Loretta offered to attend her 

mifi:refs, but fhe abfolutely forbade her going any farther thatt 

t o the wefl:ern gate; where delivering the little princefs Hebe 

.into the arms of the peafant, who was there waiting for them, 

fue reluc1:antly withdrew. 
The good queen, who faw no remedy to this her terrible 

-difgrace, could have borne this barbarous ufage without much 

;repining, had fhe herfelf been the only fufferer by it; for the 

lofs of the good king her hufuand fo far exceeded all her other 

misfortm1es, that every thing elfe was trifling in comparifon of 

.fo dreadful an affiiclion. But the young princefs Hebe, whom 

fhe was accuftomed to look on as her greattft bleffing, now be

came to her an objecl of pity and concern; for, from being 

.heirefs to a throne, the poor infant, not yet five years old, was, 

with her wretched mother, become a vag.abond, and knew not 

whither to fly for protection. 
Loretta had prevailed on he.r royal mifirefs to take with her a 

few little neceffaries, befide a fmall picrure of the king, and 

fome of her jewels, which the queen contriv.ed to hide under 

her night-clothes, in the :nidft of that -hair they were ufed to 

adorn, when her loved hu!band delighted to fee it difplayed in 

fl owing ringlets down her fnowy neck. This lady, during the 

Jife of her fond hufband, was by his tender care kept from every 

inclemency of the air, and preferved from every inconvenience 

that it was poffible for human nature to fuffer. What mL1. be 

her condition now, when, through bye-paths and thorny ways, 

,:fhe was obliged to fly with all p offible fpeed, to efcape the fury 

of her cruel purfuers; for fhe too well knew the mercilefs tern ~ 

per of her enemies, to hope that thq would not purfue her 
D . 
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with the utmoft diligence, ef pecia1ly as fhe was accompanied by the young princefs; whofe life was the principal caufe of their difquiet, and wbofe deftrnction they chiefly aimed at. The hone!l: peafant who carried the princefs in his arms, followed the queen's painful fieps; and feeing th~ day begin to break, he rnofi: earneftly begged her, if poffiple, to haften oq to a wood which was not far off; where it was likely fbe might find a place of fafety. But the afflicted queen, at the fight of the opening morn (which once ufed to fill her mind with rifing joy), bur!l: i11to a flood of tears; and, quite overcome with grief and fatigue, caft herfelf on the ground, crying out, in the moft affecting manner, "the end of my misfortunes is at hand. My weary limbs will no longer fupport me. My fpirits fail me. In the grave only muft I feek for fhelter:' The poor princefs, feeing her mother in tears, caft her little arms about her neck, and wept alfo, though ibe knew not why. While fhe was in this deplorable condition, turning round her head, fhe faw behind her a little girl, no older in 3ppearance than the princefs Hebe ; who, with an amiable and tranquil countenance, begged her to rife and follow her, and fhe woulq lead her where fhe might refrefh and repofe herfelf. The queefl, was furprifed at the manner of fpeaking of this little child, as {he took her to be, but foon thought it was fame kind fairy fent to protect her; and was very ready to fubmit herfelf to her guiq-ance and protection. · -This little fairy (for f uch indeed was the little chilq who haq thus acc'Ofted her) then ordered the peafant to return back, and faid that fhe would take care of the queen ancf her young daughter; and he, knowing her to be the good f?iry Sybefla, veryreadily obeyed. Sybella then ftriking the ground tpree time~ with a little wand, there fuddenly rof~ up before them a necl,t plain car, and a pair of milk-white hori~s; an~ placing the queen, with the princefs Hebe in her lap, by her 0de, ilie drove with exceffive f wiftnefs full weftwarq for eigpt hours; when (juft as the fun began to have power enough to 1"!1ake th~ queen almoft faint with the heat, and her former fatigue) they arrived at the fide of a fhady wood; upon ent~ri11g or which, the fairy made her horfes flacken their fpeed; and having travelled ;i.bout a mile and a half, through rows of elms and beech-trees, they came to a thick grove of firs, in which .there feemed to be ·no entrance; for there was not ~my opening to a path ; and the underwood, confifl:ing chiefly of rofe-bufhes, white-thorn, eglan ~ tine, illld other Aowering fhrups, -yvas fo thick, that it appear~q impo!Uble to attempt forcing throu gh th em . But alighting out of the car, whi~h immrdic1-tely difappeared,- the fairy, bidping the queen fo11ow her, pufhed her way throµgh a large bufh of jdfamine, whore tenoer branches gave way for their paffage, and then clofed again, fa as to leave no traces of an entrance into this charming grove. 

Having got a little way through an Cl}treme narrow path, they came into an o~ning, c1uite furrounded _l:>y the(e firs and fwee; 



THE PRINCESS HEBE. 21 

underwood, not very large, but in which was contained every 

thing that is neceffary toward making life comfortable. At the 

end of a green meadow was a plain neat houfe, built more for 

convenience than beauty, fronting the riGng fun; and behind 

it was a fmall garden, ttored only with fruits and ufeful herbi,, 

Sybe!la conducted her guefts into this her !imple lodging; and as 

repofe was the chief thing neceffary for the poor fatigued queen, 

fhe prevailed with her to lay down on a couch. Some hours 

found Deep, which her wearinefs induced, gave her a frefh fop

ply off pirits. The eafe, and fafrty from her purfuers, in which 

fhe then found her!elf, made her for a fl1ort time tolerahly 

compofed; and fhe begged the favor of knowing to whom fhe 

was obliged for fo great a deliverance. Dut the fairy, feeing 

her mind too unfettled to give any due attention to what {he 

fhould fay, told her that fhe would defer the relation of her own 

life (which was worth her obfervatiun) till fhc had obtained a. 
refpite from her own farrows ; and in the mean time, by ::i.U 

manner of endearing ways, fhe endeavored to divert and amufe 

her. The queen, after a fhort interval of calmnefs of mind, 

occa!ioned only by her fo fudden efcape from the terrors of 

purfoit, returned to her former dejection, and for fame time 

inceffantly wept at the difmal thought that the princefs fremed 

now, by this reverfe of fate, to be for ever excluded all hopes 

of being feated on her father's throne; and, by a fl:range per

verfe way of adding to her own grief, fhe affiicteJ htrfelf the 

more1 becaufe the little princefs was ignorant of her misfor

tune; and whenever fhe faw her di vetting herfelf with forne 

childifh plays, inftead of being pleafed wJ.th fuch her innocent 

amufement, it added to her farrow, and made her tears gufh 

forth in a larger flrea_m than ufual. She could not divert her 

thoughts from the palace from which fhe had been driven, to 

fix them on any other object ; nor would her grief fufkr her to 

reflect, that it was poffible for the princcfs to be happy without 

a crown. At 1::-ngth time, the great cure of all ills, in fome 

meafure abated her forrows; her grief began to fubfide; and, 

fpite of herfelf, the reflection that her miiery was only in he1· 

own fancy, would fometimes force itfrlf on her mind. She 

could not avoid feeing, that her little hoftefs enjoyed as perfect 

a ftate of happinefs as is poffible to obtain in this world; that 

ihe was free from anxious cares, undifturbed by re!Uefs paf

fions, and miftrefs of all things that could be of any ufe to make 

life eaf y or agreeable. The oftener this rtAection prefented--it

felf to her thoughts, the more ftrength it gained; and at laft, 

foe could even bear to think that her beloved child might be as 

happy in fuch a Etuation as was her amiable hoftefs. Her 

countenance now grew more cheerful. She could take the prin

cefs in her arms; an<l, thinking the jewels fhe had preferved 

would fecure her from any fear of want, would look on her 

with delight; and even began to imagine, that her future life 

might be fpent in calm content and pleafure. 
As foon as the voice of reafon had gained this power over the 

, 
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queen, 0'hella told her, that, now her bofon'l was fo free from paffion, tbe would relate the hi!tory of her life. The queen, overjoyec'I that her curio6ty might now be gratified, begged her not to delay giving her that pleafure one moment; on which our little fairy began i:1 the following manner:-" l\1y father was a magician. He married a lady for love, whofe beauty far outfhone that of all her neighbors; and, by means of that beauty, had fo great an inAutnce over her hut:. band, that fhe could command the utmrift power of his art. But better bad it been for her, had that beauty been wanting; for her power only ferved to make her wifh for more; and the gratific2.tion of every defire begot a new one, which often it w~s impoffible for her to gratify. My father, though he faw his error in thus indulging her, could not attain fl:eadinefs enough of mind to mend it, nor acquire refolution enough to fuffer his beloved wife once to grieve, or fhed a tear to no purpofe, though in orcler to cure her of that folly which made her mi• ferable. My gran<lfather fo plainly faw the temper and difpofiti on of his fon toward women, that he did not leave him at liberty to difpofe of his magic art to ~ny but his pofterity, that it might not be in the power of a wife to teaze him out of it. But bis caution was to very little purpofe ; for although my mother could not from herfelf exert any magic power, yet Yueh was her unbounded influence over her hufband, that ihe was fure of fuccefs in every attempt to perfoade him to gratify her defires; for if every argument fhe could invent happened to fail, yet the fhedding but one tear was a certain method to prevail with him to give up his reafon, whatever might be the confequence. Vi1hen my father had been married about a year, fhe \VclS brought to bed of a daughter, to whom fhe ga.ve the name of Brunetta. Her firft requeft to my father was, that he ·would endow the infant with as much heauty as fhe herfelf was pofldfed of, and beftow on her as much of bis art as tbould enable her to fucceed in all her defigns. My father forefaw the dreadful tendency of granting this requeft, but faid he would give it with this reftricl:ion, that fhe fhould fucceed in all her defigns that were _not wicked; ' for,' faid he, ' the fuccefs of wicked defigns alv;-ays turns out as a punifhment to the perfon fo fucceeding.' In this refolution he held for three d3ys; till my mother, being weak in body- after her lying-in, worked herfelf with her violent pailio:is to fuch a degree, that the phyficians told my father they de[paired of her life, unlefs fome· method could be found to make her mind more calm and eafy. His fondnefs for his wife would not fuffer him to bear the idea of Joung her; and the horror with which that apprehenfion had but for a moment po!Te!Ted his mind, prevailed with him to beftow on the little Brunetta (though he forefaw it would make her miferable) the fatal gift in itg full extent. But one reftriction it was out of his power to take off; namely, that all wicked defigns ever could and fhou1d be rendered ineffectual by the virtue and perfeveraoce of thole againft whom they were intended, if 
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they in a proper manner exerted that virtue. I was born m 

two years after Brunetta, and was called S.J'bella. But my mo

ther was fo taken up with her darling Brunetta, that !he gave 

herfelf not the leaft concern about me; and I was left wholly to 

the care of my father. In order to make the gift !he had ex

torted from her fond hufband as fatal as poffible to her favorite 

child, !he took care in her education, by endeavoring to culti

vate in her the fpirit of revenge and malice againft thofe who 

had in the leaft degree offended her, to turn her mind to all 

manner of mifchief; by which means !he lived in a continual 

paffion. My father, as foon as I could hearken to reafon, told 

me of the gift he had conferred on my fifter; faid, he could not 

retract it; and therefore, if !he had any rnifchievous defigns 

againft me, they muft in fome meafure fucceed; but he would 

endow me with a power fuperior to this gift of my fifter's, and 

likewife f uperior to any thing elfe that he was able to beftow; 

which was, ftrength and confl:ancy of mind to bear patiently 

any injuries I might receive; and this was a ftrengtb, he faid. 

·which would not decay, but rather increafe, by every new ex

ercife of it. And, to fecure me in the poffeffion of this gift, he 

likewife gave me a perfect knowledge of the true value of every 

thing around me; by which means I might learn, whatever 

outward accidents befel me, not to lofe the greateft bleffing in 

this world; namely, a ·calm and contented mind. He taught 

me fo well my duty, that I cheerfully obeyed my mother in all 

things, though fhe feldom gave me a kind word, or even a kind 

look; for my fpiteful fifter was always teHing her fome lies to 

m ake her angry with me. But my heart overflowed with gra

titude to my father, that h€ !hould give me leave to love him, 

while he infl:rucl:ed me th3t it was my duty to pay him the. 

moft ftrict obedience. B runetta was daily encouraged by her 

mother to ufe me ill, and chiefly becaufe my father loved me; 

and although {he focceeded in all her <lefigns of revenge on me, 

yet was flie very uneafy, becaufe !he could not take away the 

cheerfulnefs of my mind ; for I bore with patience whatever 

happened to me. And fhe would often fay, ' muft I, with all 

my beauty, power, and wifdom (for fo fhe called her low cun

ning), be fuffering perpetual uneafinefs? And fhall you, who 

have neither beauty, power, nor wifdom, pretend to be happy 

and cheerful?' Then would fhe cry and ftamp, and rave like 

a mad creature, and fet her invention at work to make her mo-

t her beat me, or lock me up, or take fome of my beft clothes 

to give to her; yet could not her power extend to vex my 

mind. And this ufed to throw her again into fuch paffions, as 

weakened her health, and greatly impaired her fo much boafted 

beauty. In this manner we lived; till on a certain day, after 

Brunetta had been in one of her rages with me for nothing, my 

fat her came in, and chid her for it; which when my mothe1· . 

beard, !he threw herfelf into fuch a violent paffion, that her 

hu fband could not pacify her; and, being big with child, the 

convulfions, caufrd by her paffions, brought her to the grave. 

D 3 
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Thus my father lofl: her, by the fame uncontroulable exceffe,~ to preferve from the fatal effects of which, he had before ruined his daughter. He did not very long furvive her; but before he died, he gave me a little wand, which, by {hiking three times on the ground, he faid, would at each ·time produce me any neceffary or convenience of life, either for myfelf, or the affift. ance of others. And this he gave me, becaufe he was very fenfible, he faid, that as foon as he was dead, my fifter would ne• ver reft till fhe had got from me both his caftle, and every thing that I had belonging to me in it. ' But,' continued he, ' when(:Ver you are driven from thence, bend your courfe directly into the pleafant wood ll.rdelfa; there ftrike with your wand, and every thing you want will be provideu. for you. But keep this wand a profound fecret, or Brunetta. will get it from you; and then (though you can never, while you preferve your patience, be unhappy) you will not have it in your power to be of fo much llfe .as you would wifh to be, to thofe who fhall ftand in need of your affiftance.' Saying thefe words, he expir,ed, as I kneeltd by his bed-fide, attending his !aft commands, and bewailing the lofs of fo good a father. In the midft of this our <lifl:refs, we fent to my uncle S()c/ues, my father's brother, to come to us, and affift us in an equal divifion of our deceafed father's effecl:s. But my fifter foon contrived to make him be. Jieve that I was the wickedeft girl alive, and had always fet my father againft her by my art, which fhe faid I pretended to call wifJom; and, by feveral handfome prefents, fhe foon perfuaded him (for he did not ca~e a farthing for either of us) to join with her in faying, that as fhe was th e eldeft fifl:er, ihe had a full right to the cafrle, and every thing in it; but fhe told me I was ·•;ery welcome to flay there, and live with her, if I pleafed; and while l behaved rnyfelf well, fhe fhould be very glad of my company. As it w;is natural for me to love every one that would give me ltave to love them, I was quite overjoyed at this kind offer of my f1fter's, and never once thought on the treachery fhe had been fo lately guilty of. And I have fince reflected, that .happy was it for me, her paffion was fo much uppermoft with l1er, that fhe ~ould not execute a,,y plot which required a diffimulat ion of any long cont" nuance; for had her good humoi, lafted but one four-and-twenty hours, 'tis very probable that I fhould have opened my whole heart to her; foould have endeavored to begin a fr ie ncHhip with her, and perhaps have betrayed the fecre t of my wand. But juft as it was fun-fet, fhe came into the room where I was, in the moft violent paffion in the world, :iccu.ung me to my uncle of great ingratitude to her generofity m fuffering me to live in her caftle. She faid, that fhe ·hacl found me ou 4 and that my crimes were of the blackeft ,. rlye, although fhe would not tell me either what they were, or who were my accufers. She would not give me leave to fpeak, either to afk what my offence was, or to ju!l:ify my innocence. And I pl.ainly perceived, that her preten ed kindnefs was only ckfigned to J}'lakt: my difappointment the greater; ~nd that fhe-
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was now determined to find me guilty, whether I pleaded, or 
not. And after fhe had raved on for fame time, fhe faid to me 
with a fneer, 'fince you have always boafted of your c:ilm and 
contented mind, you may now try to be contented this night 
with the foftnefs of the grafs for your bed; for here, in my caf
tle, yon fhall not fby one moment longer.' So faying, fhe and 
my uncle led me to the outer court; and, thrufting me with all 
their force from them, they fhut up the gates, bolting and bar
ring them as clofe as if to keep out a giant, and left me at that 
time of night friendlefs, and, as they thought, defritute of any 
kind of fupport. I then remembered my dear father's !aft 
words, and made what hafl:e I could to this wood, which is not 
above a mile diftant from the caflle; and being, as I tho1Jght, 
about the middle of it, I ftruck three times with my wand, and 
immediately up rofe this grove of trees, which you fee; this 
houte, and all the other conveniences, which 1 now enjoy; and 
getting that very night into this my plain and eaf y bed, I en
joyed as f weet a repofe as ever I did in my life, only delayed, 
indeed, a fhort time, by a few fighs for the lofs of fo good a 
parent, and the unhappy ftate of a felf-tormented fifter, whofe 
flu m bers, I fear, on a bed of down were more reftlefs and in
terrnpted .that night than mine would have been, even had not 
my father's prefent of the wand prevented me from the neceffity 
of uflng the bed of grafs, which fhe, in her wrath, allotted me. 
In this grove, which I call Placid Grove, is contained all that I 
want; and 'tis fo well fecured from any invaders, by the thick: 
briars and thorns which furround it, having no entrance but 
through that tender jelfamine, that I live in no appn:henfions 
of any diJl:urbance, though fo near my fiCler's cafrle. O11ce, in
deed, the came with a large train, and, while I was a0eep, fet 
fire to the trees all around me; when waking, I found myfelf 
fuffocated with fmok:e, the fl;.mes having reached one part of 
my houfe. I ft arted from my bed; and ftriking on the ground 
three times with my wand, there came fuch a quantity of wate1r· 
from the heavens as foon extinguifhed the fire; and the next 
morning, by again having recourle to my ,.vand, all things grew 
up into their convenient and proper order. When my fi!l:tr 
found that I had fuch a fupernatural power at my commandi> 
though fhe knew not what it was, fhe defifted from ever at
tempting any more by force to difl:urb me; and now only ufes 
a.II forts of arts and contrivances to deceive me, or any perfons, 
whom I would with to fuccor. One of my father's daily leffons 
to me was, that I D10ulJ never omit any one day of my life en• 
deavoring to be as ferviceable as I pollibly could to any perfon i11 
difl:refo. I daily wander, as far as my feet will carry me, in; 
iearch of any fuch; and hither I invite tbem to peace and calm 
contentment. But my father ad<leJ alfo th~s command, that I 
fl1 ould never endeavor doing any farther good to thofe whom 
ad verfity had not taught to hearken to the voice of reafon, 
enough to enable them fo to conquer their pciffions, as not to 
think themfelves mikrabk in a fate n:treat from noife and con-
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'fofion. This was the reafon I could not gratify you in relating the hift:ory of my life, while you gave way to raging paffions, which only ferve to blind your eyes, and fhut your ears from truth. But now, great queen (for I know your ftate, from what you vented in your grief), I am ready to endow this little princefs with any gift in my power, that I know will tend really to do her good. And I hope, your experience of the world has made you too reafonable to require any other." The queen confidered a little while, and then defired Sybella to endow the princefs with that only wifdom which would enable her to fee and follow what was her own true good, to know the value of every thing around her, and to be fenfible, that following the paths of goodnefs, and performing her duty, was the only road to content and happinefs. 

Sybe!La was ove1joyed at the queen's requelt, and immediately granted it; only telling the princefs Hebe, that it was abfolutely neceffary toward the attainment of this great -bleffing, that fhe ihould entirely obey the queen her mother, without ever pretending to examine her commands ; '' for true obedience,'' faid ihe, " confifl:s in fubmiffion; and when we pretend to choofe what commands are proper and fit for us, we do not obey, but fet up our own wifdom, in ·oppofition to our governors. This, my dear Hebe , you mu!t be very careful of avoiding, if you would be happy." She then cautioned her againfl: giving way to the perfuafions of any of the young fhepherdeffes thereabout, who would endeavor to allure her to clifobeclience, by ftriving to raife in her mind a defire of thinking herfelf wife, while they ·were tearing from her what was indeed true wifdom. "For,» fai<l fj_ybeila, "my fifl:er Brunetta, who lives in the caftle fhe drove me from, about a mile from this wood, endows young fhepherdeffes with great beauty, and every thing that is in app ranee amiable, and likely to perfuade, in order to allure away, and make wretched, thofe perfons I . would preferve. And all the wifdorn with which I have endowed the princefs J-lebe, will not prevent her falling into my fifter's fnares, if f11e gives the lea!t way to temptation; for my father's gift to !Jru~ netta , in her infancy, enables her, as T tolJ you, to fucceed in all her defigns, except they are reiifred by the virtue of the perfon fhe is pracl:ifing againft. Many poor wretches has my !ifter already decoyed away from me, whom fhe now keeps in her caftle; where they live in fplenclor, and feeming joy; but in real mifery, from perpetual iars and tumults, raifed by envy, malice, and all the train of tumultuous and tormenting paffions." The princefs Hebe fa.id, fhe doubted not but !be fhould be able to withfl:and any of Brunetta's temptations. Her mother, in terrupting her, cried out, " Oh, my dear child! though you a re endowed with wifdom enough to direct you in the way to virtue; yet, if you grow conceited and proud of that wifdom, and fancy yourfelf above temptation, it will lead you into the worft of all evils." Here the fairy interpofrct, and told the priuctfs, tbat if fhe would al ways carefully obferve and obey 
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her mother, who had learned wife.lorn in th::i.t bell: ichooJ, ad

verftty, !he would then indeed be able to withftan<l and over

come e"ery temptation ; and would likewife be happy herfelf, 

and able to difpenfe liappinefs to all around her. Nothing was 

omitted by the fairy to make this retirement agreeable to her 

royal guefts. They had now paffed feven years in this Jelighful 

grove, in perfect peace and tranquillity; when one evening, as 

they were walking in the pleafant wood which furrounded their 

habitation, they obferved, under the fh3de, and leaning againfl: 

the bank of a large oak, a poor old man, whofe limbs were wi

thered and decayed, and whofe eyes were hollow, an<l fun k 

with age and mifery. They fropped as foon as they faw hin,, 

and heard bim in the angui01 of his heart, with a loud groan, 

utter thefe words:-" When will my furrow end? Where D all 

I find the good fairy SybefLa ?'' The fairy immedi;itely begged tc, 

know his bufinefs with her; and faid, if his farrows \'\'Ot1ld end. 

on finding Sybella, he might [et his heart at eafe; for fhe now 

ftood before him, and ready to li:rve hiin, if his diJhetfes were 

fuch as would admit of relief, and he could prove hirn ftlf 

worthy of her friendfhip. The old man appeared greatiy over

joyed at having found the fairy, and immedi-ately began the 

following ftory :-
" I live from hence a thoufan<l leagues. All this tirefome way 

have I come in fearch of you. My whole life has been fpent in-

amaffing weallh, to enrich one 0 > f01i, whom I doated on to 

difi:racrion. 1t is now five years iince I have given him up all 

the riches I had labored to get, only to make him happy. But, 

2.las ! how am I difappointed ! His wealth enables him to com

mand whatever this world produ~es; and yet the poorefi: crea

ture that begs his bread, cannot be more miferable. He f pends 

his days in riot and luxury; has more flaves and attendants than 

wait in the palace of a prince; and frill he fighs from morning 

till night, becaufe be fays there is nothing in this world wortb. 

living for. All his dainties only fate his palate, and grow irk

fame to his fight. He daily changes his opinion of what is 

,pleafure; and on the trial finds none that he can call fuch; and 

then falls to fighing again, for the emptinefs of all that he has 

enjoyed. So th.at, inftead of being my d elight, and the com

fort of my old age, fleeplefs nights, and anxious days, are an 
the rewards of my pafi labors for him. But I have had many 

vifions and dreams to admonifh me, that if I would venture 

with my old frame to travel hither 3.--foot, in fea:rch of the fairy 

Sybella, fhe had a glafs, which if fhe fhowed him, he would be 

cured of this dreadful melancholy; and I have borne the labor 

and fatigue of coming this long tirefome wa.y, that J may not 

breathe my !aft with the agonizing refk:ction, that all the labors , 

of my life h:ive been thrown away. But what fhall I fay, to 

engage you to go with me? Can riches tempt, or praife allure 

you? ''- " No,'' anfwered the fairy, "neither of them has th e 

power to move me. But I compaflionate your age; and if I 

thought I could fucceed, vould not n:fufe you, The glafa 
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which I !hall bid him look in, wi'H fhow him his inward ferf; but if he will not open both his eyes and heart enough to tl'uth, to let him underftand, that the pleafures he purfttes neither ~re, nor ever can be, fatisfaclory, I ·can be of no fort of ufe to him. And know, old man, that the punifhme□ t you now frtl is the natural refult of your not having taught him this from his infancy; for, inftead of heaping up wealth, to allure him to feek r"or happinefs from fuch deceitful means, you fhould have taught him, tb:H the only path to it was to be virtuous and good." The ()Id man faic.l, he heartily repented of his conduct; anc.l on his knees fo fe n ·ently implored $yhella's affifl:ance, that <ft lafl: fhe confented to go with him, Then frriking on the ground three times with her wand, the car and liorfes rofe up; and placing the old man by her, after taking leave of the queen, and begging t he princefs Hehe to be careful to guard againfl: all kmptations to difobedience, {he fet out on her journey. _ The qu een and th e princefs remained, by the fairy's defire, rn her habitation, during her abfence. They fpe1it their timt in ferenity and content; the princefs d:iily improving herftlf in '-~ifdom and goodnefs, by hearkening to her mother's infl:ruc· 1ons, and obeying all her commands; and the queen, in fiudying what would be of mofi: ufe to her child. She had now forgot her throne and palace, and defired no more than her prefent peaceful retreat. One morning, as they were fitting in a little arbor at the corner of a r·~ ,!ant meadow, on a fudden they heard a voice, much [wetter than they had ever heard before, warble through a fong. The queen was all attention ; and at the end of the fang fhe gazed around her, in hopes of feeing the perfon, whofe enchanting voice fhe had been fo eagerly lillening to; when fhe efpied a young lhepherdefs, not much older than Hebe, hut poffdfed of fuch uncommon and dazzling bea uty, tha t it was fome time before fl1e could difengage her eyes from fo agreea ble an object. As foon as the young fhepherdefs found herfelf obferved, /he feemed modefrly to offer to withdr;i,w; but the queen begged her not to go till fhe had informed them who fhe was, that, with fuch a commanding afpecl, had fo much engaged them in her favor. The fbepherdefs coming forward, with a bafhfol blufh, and profound obeyfance, anfwered that her name was RozeUa, and fhe was the daug hter of a neighboring fhepherd and fhepherdefs, who lived about a quarter of a mile from thence; and, to confefs the truth, fhe had wandered thither, in hopes .of feeing the youn g !hanger, whofe fa,me for beauty and wifdom had filled all that coun try round. The princefs Hebe, well-knowing of who m fhe fpoke, conceived from that moment fuch an inclinalion for her acquain t ance, th at fhe begged her to fi:ay and fpend the whole day with them in Pfac:d Gr~ve. Here th e queen frowned upon her; for fhe had, by the fairy's defirc: , charged her never to bring any one, without her permiffion, into that peaceful grove. The you Ilg Rozdla anfwc:red, that nothing could be more agreeable to her inclinations; but !be mu(t be at home by noon, for fo in 



THE PRINCESS BEBE. "9 

the morning had her father commanded her, and never yet in her 
li(e had lhe either difputed or difobeyed her parents command s. 
Here the young princefs looked on her mother with eyes ex
preffivt of her joy_, at finding a companion, which fhe, and 
eveQ the fairy herfelf, could not difapprove. 

'Nhen Rozella took her leave, fhe begged the favor, that the 
little Hebe (for fo fhe called her, not knowing her to be a prin
c'efs) might come to her father's fm all cottage, and there par
t<;tke fuch homely fare as it affordeJ-a welcome, fhe faid, fhe 
could infure her; and though poor, yet from the honeft:y of her 
par.ents, who would be proud to entertain fo rare a beauty, fhe 
W?-S certai n no fort of harm could happen to the pretty Hebr, 
from fucb a friendly vi fit; and fh e would be in th e fame p13ce 
again to-morrow, to meet her, in hopes, as fhe faid, to con
<lutt: her to her humble habitation. 

When Rozella was gone, the queen, though h_igh1y poffeffed 
in ber favor, both by her beauty and modeft behavior, yet pon
dered fame time on the thought, whether or no fhe was a fit 
companion for her daughter. She remembered what Sybella 
h¢ told her, concerning Brunetta's adorning young fh ephe r
deffes wi_th b.ea_nty, and other excellences, only to enable them 
the b.ett,er to ,;;i.lAure an.c;l intj~e otners into wickedne fo . R ozel/n's 
beginning her acquajnt~mce too w~th the princefs, by flattery, 
ha,d ,no good afpect; and the fudd en effect it had upon her, fo 
as to m ake her forget, or wilfully qifobey, her commands, by 
inviting RozeJta to Placid Gro'Ue, were circµmfran~es which 
greatly alarmed her. But, by the repeated entreaties of the 
princefs, fhe gave her confent that fhe {hould mett Ro:i:,e//a the 
nei:ct c;lay, :ind walk with her in that meadow, and in the wood, 
b.u.t ppo,n n,o ac.count fhould fhe go home with Rozella, or bring 
R.or,eLLa back with her. The queen then, in gentle terms, chid 
the princefs for her invita.tion to the young fhepherd efs, which 
was contrary to an abfolute comm.and; and faid, " you muft, 
n;iy dear Hebe, be very careful to guarci yourfelf extremely well 
~-g?inft thofe temptations which wear the face of virtue. I 
know, t hat your fudden affection to thi s apparent good girl , 
an.d your defire of her company, to partake with you the inno
cent pkafures of this happy place, arife from a good difpofi tion. 
But where the indul gence of the ,moft: laudable paffion, even 
benevolence and compaffion itfelf, interferes with, or runs con
tre to your duty, you mutt endeavor to fupprefs it; or it will 
f,~r,e with you, as it did with that hen, who, thi nking that 01 e 
heard the voice of a li t tle duckling in diftrefs, flew from her 
young ones, to go and give it affiftance; and , following the 
cry, came at lafr to a hedge, out of _wbic_h jumped a fubtle and 
wicked fox, who had made th at n01fe to dece ive her, and <le• 
voured her in an inft:ant. A kite at the fame time, taking ad
vantage of her abfence, carried away, one by one, all her littl e 
in nocent broud, robbed of that parent who {hould have beeq 
th.t' i_r protec1or . " 

·T hi priucefs promifetl her mother, that !he wol.lld punctually 
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-0bey all her commands, and be very watchful and obfervant of' 
every thing Rozella faid and did, ti11 fhe had approved herfelf 
worthy of her confidence and friend/hip. The queen the next 
morning renewed her injunctions to her daughter, that fhe .fbould by no means go farther out of the wood than into the 
-meadow, ~here fhe was to meet Rozella; and that fhe Jhoul<i 
-give her a faithful account of all th:+t might pafs between them. 

They met, according to appointment, and the young princefs 
:brought home fo good an account of their converfati0n, which 
the queen imagined would help to improve, rather than feduce 
:her, that fhe indulged her in the fame pleafure as often as fhe 
afked it. They pa!fed fame hours every day in walking round 
that delightful wood, in which were many fmall green mea
,dows, with little rivulets running through them; on the banks 
.-of which, covered with primrofes and violets, Rozella, by the 
11.de of her f weet companion, ufed to fing the moft enchanting 
fangs in the world; the words were chiefly in praife of inno
.:eence and a country life. 

The princefs came home every day more and more charmed 
with her young fhepherdefs; and recounted, as near as fl1e .could remember, every word that had palfed between them. 
The queen very highly approved of their manner of amufing 
-themfelves; but again enjoined her to omit nothing that paffecl 
in converfation, efpecially if it had the leaft tendency toward 
alluring her from her duty. 

One day, as the princefs and her companion were walking 
alone, and t :-ilking, as ufual, of their own happy ftate, and the 
princefs was declaring how much her own happinefs was owing 
to her thorough ohedience to her mother, Rozella, with a tone 
of voice as if half in jell:, faid, "but don't you think, my little 
Hebe, that if I take a very great pleafure in any thing that will 
<lo me no hurt, though it is forbidden, I may difobey my pa
rents in enjoying it, provided I don't tell them of it to vex them with the thought that I have difobeyed them? And then, my 
-dear, what harm is done?"-'' Great harm," anf wered the 
princefs, looking grave, an~ half angry, " I am afhamed to 
hear you talk fo, Rozella. Are you not guilty of treachery, as 
well as difobedience? Neither ought you to determine, that no 
harm is done, becaufe you do not feel the immediate effects of 
your tranfgreffion; for the confequence may be out of our narrow unexperienced view. And I have been taught, whenever my mother lays any commands on me, to take it for granted 
fbe has fome reafons for fo doing; and I obey her, without ex
amining what thofe reafons are; otherwife, it would not be 
obeying her, but fetting up my own wifdom, and doing what 1he bade me, only when I thought proper.'' 

They held a long argument on this head, in which Rozella 
made ufe of many a fallacy to prove her point; but the princefs, 
as f11e had not yet departed from truth, nor failed in her dutv, 
could not be impofed upon. Rozf'lla, feeing every attempt to 
perfuade be.r was in vain, turned all her paft diicourfe into J. 
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Jdi; fa.id !he had only a mind to try her, and was oTerjoyed t 

find her fo fieady in the caufe of truth at1d virtue. The princ f, 

refumed ber cheerfulnefs and good humor. Rozella fung her a 

· fong in praife of conftancy of mind, and they pa!fed the time 

they fiaid there togetherjuft as they ufed to do. 

But jufr before they parted, Rozella begged !he would not 

tell ber mother of the firfl: part of the con,-erfation that had 

paffed between them. The princefs replied, that it would be 

breaking through one of her mother's commands; and there

fore fhe dared not grant her requdt. "Then," faid Ro'.t:.r.lla, 

'' here I rnuft for ever part with my dear little Hebe. Your mo

ther, not knowing the manner in which I fpoke, will have aa 

ill opinion of me, and will never trufl: you zigain in niy compa

ny. Thus will you be torn from me; and my lofs will be ir

reparable.'' Thefe words Jhe accompanied with a flood of 

tears, and fuch little tenderneifrs, as quite melted the princcfi 

into te~rs alfo, But fhe flill faid, that fhe could not dare t <• 

conceal from her mother any thing that had happened, thouglt 

ihe could not but own, fhe believed their feparation would be 

the canfequence. "vVell then," cried Rozell.a , "I will en

deavor to be contented, as our fep aratio n will give you lefi. 

pain than what you call this mighty breach of your d11 ty. An d 

though I would willingly undergo almofl: any tor men ts tha t 

could be invented, rather than be debarred one moment the 

company of my deareft Hebe; yet will I not expect tb at fhe 

:fhould fuffer the fmalleft degree of pain or uneafi nefs, to fave 

roe from lofing what is the whole pleafure of my life." 

The princefs could not bear the thought of appearing un

grateful to fuch a warm friendfhip as Rozella expreffed, and, 

without farther heiitation, promifed to conceal what Jhe had 

faid, and to undergo any thing, rather than lofe fo amiable :i 

friend. After this., they parted. B.ut when the princefs en

tered the grove, fhe did not, as ufual, run with hafte and joy 

into the prefence of her indulgent mother, for her mind was 

difturbecl. She frlt a conf<:ious fhame on feeing her, and turned 

-2tway her face, as want ing to fhun th.e piercing look of that eye, 

which fhe imagined would fee the fecret lurking in her bofom. 

Her mother obferved with .concern her downcaft look, and 

want of cheerfulnefs; and aik.i.ng her what i.,v,H3 the matter, fbe 

<lnfwered her walk h::id fatigued her, and lhe begg-e_d early to 

r etire to refl:. Her kind mother contented; but litlk reft !1ad 

th e poor princefs that whole night .; for the fe ;-t,r of having her 

mind touched with gu-ilt, and the fear .f.he wa? under of lofing 

her dear companjon, kept her thougb,t:-s in one continued tu

mult and confufion. The faiifs gift now became her curfe; 

for the power of feeing wbat was ,r:ight, a5 fh.e had acled con

t rary to her k.nowledge, only tormented her. 

She hallened the ne.¥.t mornin.g .to med Rozella, and told her 

all that had paffed i.n her own mind the p1eceding night; de

.clari11g, that fhe would not pafs fuch another for the whole 

world; but yet would not di f.penf e with her promife to her, 

Ji: 
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without her confent; and therefore came to afk. her leave to acqnaint her good mother ,vith all that had paffed; " for," faid fhe, "my dear Roz ella, we mull, if we wnuld be happy, do always what is rig ht, anci truft for the confequences." Here Rozella drew her feature~ into the moft contemptuou::i fneer imaginable, and faid, "pray, what are all tbefe mighty p11ins you have fuffered? Are they not owing only to your want of fenfe enoug h to know, that you can do your mother no harm, by conce:iling from her this, or any thing tlfe that will vex her? And, my d ear girl, when you have once entered into this way of thinking, and have put this blind duty out of your head, you vill fpend po more fuch refilef& nights, which you muft fee was entirely owing to your own imaginations." 

This ftartled the princefs to fuch a degree, that fhe was breaking from her; but, putting on a more tender air, Rozella cried, "and can you then, my dear Hebe, determine to give me up for fuch a trifling confidtration ?" Then, raifing her voice again in a hau ghty manner, f11e faid, ' ' I ought indeed to defpife and laugh at you for your folly, or at befl pity your ig•Dorance, rather than offer a fincere friendfhip to one fo undeferving." 
The princefs, hsving once fwerved from her duty, was now in the power of every paffion that fhoukl att3ek: her. Pride and indignation, at the thoughts of being defpifed, bore more fway with her than either her duty er ;.iffection to her fond mother; 11.nd fhe was now determined, Oie faid, to tbi11k for herfelf, and rnake ufe of her own underfranding, which {he was convinced would always teach her what was right. Upon this Rozella tool: he1· by the hand, and, with tears of joy, faid, "now, my deareft g irl, you are r eally wife, and cannot therefore, according to yeur own rule, fail of being happy. But to fhow that you are in earneft in thi s refolution, you 01all this morning go home with me to my father's cot . It is not far off, and you will be back by the time your mother expects you; and as that will be obeying the chief command, it is but concealir.g from her the thing that would vex her, and there will be no harm done.'' Here ;i ray of trutb broke in upon our young princefs; hut as a fal fe f1.1ame, and fear of being lau ghed at, had now got pofleffion ofhr, fhe, with afoft figh, confented. R ozd/(1 k d the way. But jufi as they were turning ronn<l th e wal k hich leads out of the wood, a large ferpent darted from one fJde ut of a thicktt, d irectly between thori; and turning its h iffing rro utb toward t he priJJcefs, as feerning to make after her, fh e fled ba ftily back, and ran with all fp eed toward the grove,. and, panting for breath, flew into the arms of he r ev r k:n<l prntecr-re:fo. Iler mother was vanly terrified to fee he r tremble, an<l look fo pale; and, as foon as 01e was a lit tle recovei·ed, af.ked l1 er the cccafion of her frifht; and added, wit h tears runninst down her cheeks, "I am afraid, mv dear Hebe, fame fad difb(l<.r r-as bef;;,lleu you; for indeed, 'my child, I fav. but too plainly laft 1 ig.ht-" 
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Here the princers was [o ftruck with true nume and confufion 

for her paft behavior, that fhe fell down npon her knees, con

feffc-d the whole trnth, and implored forbivenefs for her fault. 

The queen kindly raifed her up, kiffed, and for~:we her. "I 

am o·.;erj ,ytd, my dear cliild,•' faid /he, ,. at this your fweet 

repentance, thotigh the tffea of mere accidc:nt, as it appe1.rs; 

b~it fu1t, with011t doubt, by f1,mi? good f.1iry, to fave you fro.n. 

defrrucr:on . And I hone you are thoroughly convinced, th ,t 

the ferrent "·hich drove yuu home was not half fo dang,·rotu, ,ts 

the f.dfe Roz• liu." 
The r,rinceis anfwered, that 01e w:1s thor'1u ~h1y fenfibk of 

the dangers 01e had avoided; and hoped, fhe 010ulcl never again, 

by her own folly ,rnd wickednefs, <lefervt to be expofed to the 

cl;rnger from wbich ihe had fo lately efcaped . Some clays pafied, 

·without the princcfs offering to ftir out of the grove; and in that 

time fhe gave a patient and willing ear to all htr mother's in

ftruc,ions, a11d feemed tborou)5hly feifible of ti.le great deliver

a·1ce fhe il3d lately experienced. Dnt) L't there appeared iif her 

cou ntenance an une::tfinefs, which the queen, wifhing to remove, 

an{.cd her the c,wre. " ft is, dear m:idam,'' anf wered the 

princefs, '' becaure I have not yet had it in my power to con\·ince 

you of my repentance, which, though I know it to be fincere, 

you have had no proof of, but i11 wordti only; aud, indeed, 

my heart longs for an occa6on to fhow yon, that I am now able 

to refifl: any allu:,~ment which wou1d tempt me from my duty; 

and 1 cannot be eafy till you have given me an opportunity of 

!hawing you the firmn efs of my refolutio11; and if you will 

give me leave to t ake a walk in th e wood alone this evening, I 

1l1:1ll return to you with plea fure, and will promife not to t'.X• 

ceed any bounds that you fh all prefcribe.'' 
The queen was not mucb pleafed with this regueft; but the 

princefs was fo earnefr with her to grant it, that fhe could not 

well refufe, without feeming to fu fp ecl: her fincerity; whid1 fhe 

did not, but only feared for her fafety; and, giving her a firifr 

charge not to llir out of t he wood, or to rpeak to the falfe Ro

xe!la, fhe relullant ly gave her con ~ nt. 
The princefs walked through all the flowery bbyrinths, iu 

which ihe had fo often ftrayed wi th Rozella ; but /11e was fo 

!hocked with the thoughts of her wickednefs, that fhe har<ll1 

gave a figh for the lofs of a coQ'lpanion once fo <lear to her. And, 

as a proof that her repentance was fi.ncere, though fhe hearcl 

Rozella finging in an arbor (pnrpofely perbaps to decoy her), 

fl1e turned away without th e leaft emotio11 , and went quite to 

the other fide of the wood; whe re, looking into the meadow, 

in which fhe firfl: beheld her fal-fe friend, fhe faw a girl, about 

her own age, leaning agaiofl: a t ree, an\l crying moft bitterly. 

But the momen t fh e came in fight , the young fhepherdef:. (for 

fuch fhe appeared to be) cried out, "0 help, dear young 

lady, help me; fo r I am tied to this tree, by the fpiteful con

trivance of a wicked young fhepberdcfs, called Roze/fa. My 

hands too, you fee, are tied behind me, Co that I canoot myfelf 
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11nloot? the 'knot ; and if I am not releafed, here mutt I lie aU night; and my wretched parent~ will break their hearts for fear forne accident fhonld have befallen their only child, their poor -unhappy Florimel." 
~ The princefs, hearing her fpeak of R r.,zel/a in this manner, had no fufpicion of her being one of that falfe girl's dc:luding companions; but ralher thought that fhe was a fellow-fufferer with herfelf; and therefore, without any confideration of the bounds prefcribed, foe haftened to relieve her, and even thought that fhe fhould have great pleafure in tellin g her mother that ihe ha d faved :1 poor young /h epherdefs from Rozella's malice, and retl:ored her to her fond parents, But as foon as fhe had unloofed the girl from the tree, and u nbound her hands, inftead of receiving thanks for what fhe had done, the wicked FlorimeL bur fl: into a laugh; anc.l fuddenly fnatching from the princefo's fide her father's picture, which fhe always wore hanging in a ribband, fhe ran away with it, as faft as fhe coufd, over the meadow, 

Tbe prince rs was fo ;i ftonifhed at this flrange piece of ingratitucle ah<l treachery, and was fo alarmed for fear of lofing what ihe knew her mother fo highly valued, that, hardly knowing what fhe w::ts about , fhe purfued F/orimel with all her fpeed; begging and entreating her not to bereave her fo bafefully and ungratefull y of that picture, which fhe would not part with for the world. But it was all to no purpofe; for Florimet continued her flight, and the princefs her purfuit, till they arrived at Bru• netta's caftle- gate; where the fairy herfelf appeared, dreffed and adorned in the moft becoming manner; and, with the moft bewitching fmile that can come from dazzling beauty, invited the princefs to enter her cafile (into which Florime/ had run to bide herfelf), and promifed her, on that condition, to make the little girl reftore her picture. 
It was now fo late, that it w~s -impoffible for the princefs to ' think of returning home that night; and the pleafing add refs of Brunetta, together with the hopes of having her picture reftored, foon prevailed with her to accept of the fairy's invitation . The caftk glittered with gaudy furniture; fweet mufic was heard in every room; the whole company, who were all of the moft beautiful forms th;i,t could be conceived, ftrove who fhould be moft obliging to this their new guefl:. 'They omitted nothing that cou ld delight and amufe the fenfes. The prince[ s Rebe was fo entranced with joy and rapture, that fbe had no time for thought, or for the leaf\: ferious reflection; and fhe now began to think, that {he had attained the highefl: happinefs npon earth. After they had kept her three <lays in this round of pleafure and delight, they began to pull off the mafk.; nothing was heard but quarrels, jars, and galling fpceches. Inftead of fweet mufic, the apartments were filkd with fcreams and howling; for evt'ry one giving way to the moft outrageous paffions, they were always doing each other fame malicious tu rn , and one univerfal horror and confkrnation reig1Je<l throughou t the place, 
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The princefs was hated by all, and was often afked, with in

fulting fneers, why !he did not return to her peaceful grove, and 

condefcending mother? But her mind, having been thus turnell 

afide from what was right, could not bear the thoughts of re

turning; and though, by her daily tears, !he fhowed her re

pentance, fuame prevented her return. But, then, this wcfs 

not the right fort of fhame; for fhe fl10uld have humbly taken 

the punifhment due to her crime; but it was rather a ftubborn 

pricie; which, as fl1e knew her[elf to blame, would not give her 

leave to fuffer the confufion of again confeffing her fault; and 

till fhe could bring herfelf to fuch a ftate of mind, there was no 

re~edy for her mifery. 

The queen, in the mean time, fuffered for the lofs of her 

child more than words can exprefr, till the good fairy Sybel!a 

returned. The queen burn: into tears at the l1ght of her; but 

the fairy immediately cried out, " you may fpare yourfelf, my 

royal gueft, the pain of relating what has happened. I know it 

all; for that old man, whom I took fuch pity on, ,,vas a ph:in

tom raiftd by Brunetta, to allure me hence, in order to have an 

opportunity, in my abfence, of feducing the princefs from her 

duty. She knew nothing bu t a probable ftory could impofe upo11. 

me, and therefore raifr<l that fl:ory of tbe rnifery of the old man's 

fon, from motives which, too often indeed , caufe the mifery of 

mortals; as knowing, I fhould think it my Juty to <lo what I 

could to relieve fuch a wretch. I will not tell you all my jour

ney, nor what I have gone through. I know you, mind is too 

much fixed on the princefs at prefent, to attend to fuch a rela

tion. I'll only tell you what concerns yourfrlf. When the 

phan tom found, that by no <liftrefs he coq]d perturb my J11ind, 

he fai<l, .he was obiiged to tell th e truth, what was the intent1ort 

of my being deluded from home, an d what had happened fince; 

and then vanifhed away,'' Here the fairy related to the queen 

every thing that had happened to the princefs, as lws been al

ready men tioned; anJ concluderl with faying, that fhe woulcl 

wander near the caftle (fo r BruJJetta had no power over her); 

and if D1e cou!J get a fight of the princcfs, !he w ould endeavor 

to bring her to a true fenfe of her fault, and then llie might be 

again refl:ored to happinefs. 

The qu een bleffed the fai ry for her goodnefs; and it was not 

long before Sybelta's continual affiduity got her a fight of the 

princefs; for !he ofte n wandered a little way toward that wood 

ihe had once fo much delighted in, but never could bring her

felf to enter into it; the thoughts of feeing her injured moth er 

made he:r fiart back, and run half wild into the fatal ca/l:le. Ro

zella ufed freq1Jen t ly to throw herfelf in her way; and, 011 

hearing her fi.ghs, and feeing her t ears, would burft into a 

fneering laugh at her folly; to avoid which laugb, the poor 

princcfa fir,c fuffered herfelf to throw off al! her principles of 

goodllefo and ubedience, and was now falle n into the very cu11-

te'11pt [} e fo much dre:ided. 

The fir.ft time tl c fairy got :-i Gght of h er, fhe called to !J ~r 

E3 
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with the mo!'t friendly voice; hut the prince(s, frung to the foul with the fight of her, fled away, and <lid not venture out l!gain for fevera} days. The kind Sybella began almoft to def pair of regaining her lofl: child; but never failed walking round the cafile many hours every day. One evening, juit before the fun fet, £he heard within the gates a loud tumultuous noife, but more like riotous mirth, than either the voice of rage or anger; and immediately fhe faw the princefs ruth out at the gate, and about a dozen girls, laughing and fhouting, running after her. The poor princefs flew with all her fpeed till !he came to a little arbor, juft by tbe fide of the wood; but her purfuers, as they intended only to teize her, did not follow her Yery clofe; but, as foon as they loft fight of her, returned all back again to the caftle. 

Sybella went directly into the arbor, where fhe found the little trembler proftrate on the ground, crying and fobbing as if her heart was breaking. The fairy feized her hand, and would not .Jet her go till fhe had prevailed with her to return to Placid Gro'"ve, to throw herfelf once more at her mother's feet, affuring her, that nothing but this humble ftate of mind could cure her mifery, and reftore her wonted peace. 
The queen was filled with the higbeft joy at feeing her child; but reftrained herfelf fo much, that fhe fhowed not the lea~ .fign of it, till fl1e had fren her fame time proftrate at her feet, and had heard her with tears properly confefs, and afk. pardon for, all her faults. She then raifed, and once more forgave her; but told her, that fhe muit learn more humility, an<l <lifl:ruft of herfelf, before {he could again expect to be trufted. The princefs anfwere~ not, but with a modeft dowt1-cafl: look, which expreffed her concern and true repentance; and in a fhort time recovered her forme r peace of mind. As 01e never. afterward difobeyed her indulgent mother, fhe daily increafed in wifdom ;rnd goodnefs. 

After having lived for three years in the moft innocent manner (the princefs being then juft turned of eighteen years), the fairy told the queen, that fhe would now tell her fome news of her kingdom, which fhe had heard in her journey; namely, th:it her fifter-in-law was dead, and her brother-in-law had made proclamation throughout the kingdom, of great rewards to any one, who fhould produce the queen and the princefs }Jebe, whom he would immediately reinftate in the throne. The princefs Heb~ was by when the fairy related this, and faid, fhe begged to lead a private life, and never more be expofed to the temptation of entering into vice, for which fl1e already had fo feverely fmarted. The fairy told her, that, fince fl1e doubted herfelf, foe was now fit to be trul1:ed; "for,,. faid fhe , " I did not like your being fo fure of refifting temptation, when firCc I conferred on you the gift of wifdom. But you will, my dear princefs, if you take the crown, have an opportunity of doing fo much good , that, if you continue virtuous, you will have perpetual pleafures; for power, if made a rig ht 
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ure of. i~ indeed a very great bleffing." The princefs anforered, 
that if the queen, her mother, thought it her duty to take the 
crown, fhe would cheerfully fubmit, though a private life would 
otherwife be her choice. The q ueen replied, that fhe did not 
blame her for chufing a private life; but fhe thon ~ht, fhe could 
not innocently refufe the power that would give her fuch ,,ppor
tunities of doing good, and mak ing others happy; fince, by 
that refufal, the power might fall into hands that would make 
an ill ufe of it. 

After this converfation, they got into the fame car in which 
they travelled to the wood ArdeLLa, and arrived fafely at the city 
of A!gorada; when the princefs Hebe was fettled, with univerfal 
confent, on her father's throne; where fhe and her people were 
reciprocally happy, by her great wifdorn and prudence, The 
queen-mother fpent the remai11der of her days in peace an<l 
joy, to fee her beloved daughter prove a bleffing to fuch nuin
bers of human creatures ; while fhe herfelf enjoyed that only
true content and happinefs t his worl<.l can produce-namely, a 
peaceful confcience, and a quiet mind. 

THE 

HOUSE OF INSTRUCTI01V, 
A FAIRY TALE. 

AS a number of the youn g gentlemen of Dr. Roje's academy 
were diverting themfelves on a fine day in a meadow behind the 
fchool-houfe at Chifwick, they were fuddenly furprifed by the 
unexpected appearance of a very old lcidy, who, as 01e can1e up 
to them, waved her crutch-fl:ick, as a fign to them to fl:op their 
play. Though her looks were unpleafant, and her in terrup
tion unfeafonable, yet the boys paid her refpect for her age ancl 
venerable appearance. One of the eldeft, who had been taught 
by his tutor to ·refpecl old age, addreffed her very civilly; but, 
of the reft of his companions, the moft timid ran away; others 
hid themfelves; and the boldefi , who flood their ground, all 
laughed at her, and called her an old witch. Little George, the 
youngeft of them all, a very pretty, good-humored young lad, 
ltd by-the hand of the eldeft (for whom he had always fhown a , 
great regard), paid much attention to the old lady's motions 
and fpeech; but, a little afra id too, and not much liking her 
looks and errand, at being fnd<lenly ftopped in his play, was 
very {hy and referved; however, he was too well-bred, to fay 
any thing rude. Obferving this, fhe fmiled; and, taking his 
other hand, "do not be afraid of me, my dear child,'' faid 
jhe; '' for, though thofe littl e boys yonder call me Severi!Y, my 
true name is Irylruciion. I love every one of you; and you, my 
little dear, in particular. My whole bufinefs is to do you good. 
Come along with me to my cafl:le, and I wi ll make you as happv 
as the day is long.'' • 

Little Georg·e did not know how to trnft her; l>u t as he fa w 
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his friend Henry difpofed to follow the old lady, he even ven-
tured along with them. 

The caftle was an old, melancholy looking building, and the 
path to it very much entangled with briars and thiftles; but the old wom:rn encouraged them, in a cheerful tone, to come along; 
and taking out a large key, which had feveral O:range words en
graved upon it, fhe put it into the door, which immediately 
flew open, and they entered a fpacious hall magnificently for
nifhed. Throngh thit they pa!fed into fevcral apartments, each 
finer and µleafa11ter tnan the other; but to every one they 
a!cended by ftc:ps, and on every ftep ftrange and unkno wn 
words were engraved. 

Perhaps you would be glad to know fome more particulars of 
thefe apartments. Indeed, I f110uld have told yon, that as foon 
a s they entered the great hall, fhe made them fit down to a 
pretty collation of plumb-cakes, bifcuits and fweetmeats, which w re br.Jught in bafk.ets covereu with flowers, by four fmiling, 
rofy- cheekecl girls, called I nnocence , Hfalth, M,r1h, and Good
Humor . W hen they were fufficiently refrefhed, the old lady re
t urned to t hem, in a finer drefs, and with a much more ple fing 
look. She had now a wand in her band, of ivory, tipped with 
gold; wit h this fl1e pointed ou t to them the orna111e11ts of the 1: o m. It was fupported by fi rong, btLt haT)dfome pillars of ada
man t; and betwt'en the pi llars, hung feft:oons of fr uit and flowers. At tile upper end w re niches, w ith very bea\'.ltiful flat ues in them. The principal one w as Ti·utlt . It appea rc:d to be of one 
e ntire diamond, <!nd reprefente<l th e moft beautiful wo man that 
evei· eyes beheld. H r ai r was full of dignity and [weetnefs; in 
one han d fhe hclcl a fcepter, in the other a l,ook, and fl1e !tad 
an imperial crow n on her head . The old fairy gently touched 
this figu re with her w;rnd ; when immediately it ftepped down 
from the pecle!tal, and began to fpea k. No rnulic was e \·er lo 
pleafing as the voi_e of Trut/z. She add reffed herfelf to our iittle 
hero, and examined h im in his catechifm. As he had formerly 
been a little idle, he cou1cJ not fay it fo well, as at that minute 
h e wi01ed to do. "Little wretch," faid the old fa iry, frowning, 
" \vhy do you :rnfwer fo fiupidly? Have you not bec:n ta ught?'' 
Here was a loop-hole, through which a boy of a cowardly fpirit 
might have .:~·ept ou t, by pretending t hat his tutor had been in 
faul t, and not himfelf. But little George fcoroed to te.11 a .lie; 
nor could be be fo bafe as to excnfe himfelf, by accufing an in
n ocent perfon. Therefore, though trembling fu r fea r of the old 
fairy, ar.d her wand , he anfwered, "indeed, madam, I lnve 
bee n often bade to learn it, but I loved my ci iverfions fo well, 
that I never could apply to it." Here the old fa irr, fmiling, 
killed him, and fair! , " my dear child, I forg ive your pa(t: id lenefs , in conlideration of your nol>le honeft y. A fa ult boneftly 
owned is half am ended , and this ny mph {hall rewanl yo u.'' 

Lnmediately 1"'ruth gave him a little catechifm bou nd in fil
ver, enamelled; a pocket Bible 'Ait b ruby cla fps, an<l a fm::i ll 
koki11s·gbfs in a gold cafe. " In thefc books, my <lear/' 1ai.:i 
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ihe, "you !lull find confrant directions from me, which, if 

you follow, will make you good, and great, anrl happy. If 

you never offend againfl: me, I will be ready to affiCl: you in all 

difficulties. If ever you fhould be tempted to offend me, look 

in this glafs. If you fee yourfelf in it in your own natural figure, 

go on contentedly, ;;md be fure you are under my protection. 

But, if you fee yourfelf in the form of a Oave, and a monfl(T; 

greafy, ragged, loaded with chains; a double tongue hangi ng 

out of your mouth, and a pair of af::. 's ears on your head; trem

ble to think, that yon are got into the power of the wicked en

chantrefs Ft1 ife/101d. Retract: the lie that you have told; ftand 

fiill wherever you are; call out aloud for my amf1ance; and do 

not fl:ir from the fpot you are jn, till I come to help you." So 

faying, the bright form re-afcenc.led her pede(Lil; and four 

others, who £load on each hand, being touched by the fairy's 

'Y\'and, moved toward him. 
The firft was a young woman clothed in a long white robe, 

perftctly neat and plain. She had fine flaxen hair, and blue tyes, 

which were fixed on the ground. A white veil fhaded her face, 

and her color went and came every minute. She advanced with 

a Oow pace, and fpake in a voice very low, but as fweet as the 

nightingale's. 
My name,'' faid fhe, '' is Modejly. I have no merit; but, per

haps, as you are fo young, it may be in my power to be of 

fume little u fe to you. BefOTe you get to the top of this caftle, 

you will fee many ftrange things, and be bid to do many things, 

of which you do not underfrand the reafon. But remember, 

that you are very young, and know nothing; and that every 

body here is wifer than you. Therefore, obferve attentively all 

that you fee, and do readily all that you are bid. As you have 

recommended yourfelf to Truth, we her handmaids are ready to 

give you all the affift:ance we can; and you will need it all. 

Above all things, fear Difgrace. It is a filthy puddle in the 

neighborhood of the caftle, whofe fhins are not eafily wiped 

off. Thofe, who run heedlefsly, or wilfully into it, after re

peated warnings, grow in time fo loathfome, that nobody can 

endure them. Tbere is an enchantrefs, you will meet with, 

called Flattery, who will offer you a very pleafant cup. If you 

drink much of it, your head will turn; and, while you fancy 

yourfelf a mofr accompli01e<l perfon, fhe will touch you with 

her wicked wand, and immediately you will be metamorphofed 

into a butterfly, a fquib, or a paper-kite. But as, perhaps, you 

rnuft tafte her cup, take this nofegay of violets; and, as you 

find your head a little giddy, fmell to it, and you will be fa re

frefhed, that fhe will have no power to hurt you. This little 

nofeg;iy will defend you alfo againit the magici:rn Pride, who, 

in a thoufand fhap es, will try to introduce him{elf to you, and 

perfuade you to go with him to a high rock; from whence, he 

will either throw you down frigh tfu l precipices, into the pool 

o f <lifgrace, or elfe ch;rnge you into a lion, a tiger, or a bear; or 

into fuch a huge dropfical figure, that every body fhall hate to 
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look upon you; and you will not be able to pafo through tht g1tes that lead to Happinefs . \Vhen you fufpect his cnming, fmell to your vi,)lets , and you will immediate-1y fee through bis difguife; and, at the fa!ue time they fh all make you fo little, that be fh:111 not fre you ; and when you are in a crowd, fmell to t heni again, and you iba1l pafs thr011gh it without difficulty. I wilh I had a bdter gift to beO:ow; b ut accept of my ail .'' Little George_ thanked her kindly, and fl:uck the nofegay in his bofom. 

On tht: pedefl:al of the next fi gure, was infcribed Natural AJ-fefiion. Her countenance was very engaging; her garment embroiciered with pelicans, ftorks , doves, and other pretty animals. She bad bracelets on her arms, and fine rings on every finger; every one was the gift of fume beloved rdation or friend. " My dear Cr.·orge," faid ihe, " I love you fo r the fake of your parents. I bave a thoufand pretty gifts to beftow; and t his , par• ticul arly, will be o f ufe to you. " She then gave him a fmall enamelled box, with -pictures on every fide. "\Vhen," faid ihe, "you are in doubt how to behave, look upon the picl:ures . They are thofe of your relations, parents, and. frien ds. Being gifted by a fairy, you will fee <:>very fi gure in motion; anJ as your father an d mother, yonr brothers and fifters, feern aftecl:ed by your behavior, you will judge whether you are act ing right or wrong. I am fure, it is your defire always to give them pleafu re, and not pain; to be an honor to them, and not a reproach." 
The next image that fpake was entirely made of fugar, but a fugar as firm, and almofl: as clear, as chryflal. Her name was Good Temper. In her hofom, fhe had a nofegay of roles withl)ut thorns . Sh e took our littl e friend by the hand; and , feeing.it fcratched, from a fcuffle he had had with his companion., ihe healed it with a touch, and gave him a fmall amathyfr phi~l filled with honey and oil of a peculiar kind. " Thou ~h the phial is fmall, it is inexhauftible, and you will never more be liable to harm, from any idle quarrel. As you will never fay any thing peevifh or provoking, all your companions will love you; and your fervan ts will think it a bleffing to live with you." One figu re more remained; and the fairy had no fooner touched i t, but d ow n from her pedeftal jumped fprightly Diligence. She was dreffed li ke a huntrefs; acl:ivity and n imblenefi appeared in every limb. She fprang to George, clapped her ha nds on his ihoulders, and immediately t here appeared a couple of little wings. '' Thef'e w ings,'' faid fhe, "will be of great ufe to you, in afcending t he fteep £1:eps you w ill have to go up by and by. But all wings need frequent pluming; and thefe wili lofe all their ,·irt11e, if you do not keep them in order every day, by uung the ta lifma.n I am now go ing to gi ve you. ( I'his taliCman was a golden fpur.) This,'' fai d 0·1e, "whenever your wings are drooping (as they ,; ,iJl very oft en, \.vhen th e old witch Lazi11efs approaches, who would metamorphofe you into a dormoufe), yo 1 mufr run gently i 1to your fide, and they will be 



THE HO\JSE OF INSTRUCTION'. 41 

ready immediately, to carry yon out of her reach. I am fut e, 

you have too much true coura~e to fear a little trifling p;:iin, 

·when it will be the means of gaining you every improvement. 

GO':d night, good night, my love, I fee yo11 are fle epy; but, 
as foon as you wake in the morning, be fure to make ufe of 
your fpur.'' 

The good old fairy then led Henry and George into a li ttle 

ne;it roomj where they went to bed, and Dept till day break, 

dreaming of" rll the agreeable things they had feen and heard. 

George did not wake, till Henry wai, up and drefTed; but he woke 

ditlurbed, anJ began to tell his friend his dreams. "I thought," 

faicl he ' ' that, lr>0king out at the window, I Caw all my com

paniom at play; an d I flew out to them directly, to fhow th em 

thofe fine things the fl:atues had given me. Inftead of admiring 

me, they fell upon me; one frized one fine thing, and another, 

another; till poor I bad nothing left but my wings. vVhat 

vexed me too. in the fcufrle my violets were fcattered, the 

books torn, the pictures fpoiled, the glafs broke, and the julep 
fpilt; fo that they \Yere never the better, though I was fo much 

tbe worfe. Well, T took to my wings, however, and thonght 

I might as eafily fly in as out, and then the good fairy wou ld 

give me more pretty things, Bnt no fuch matter; the windows 

were flrnt; the doors were barred anrl bulted. Owls and bats 

flew about my head; geefe hi(Ted at me, ;:iffes brayed at me, 
mnnkies chattered in my rnrs, and I fell down llobody knows 

whi t her." 
" Be thankful," faid Henry, H that it was only a dream; here 

are all your pretty things fale." So faying, he gently touchecl 

his fide, like a true friend, with the fpur, and up jumped little 

Ceorge, all alive and merry. He read in hi s books; he with 

pleafure faw his own honeft face in the glafs of truth; he ob

ferved with deli ght the pictures of his frier:ds and relations, all 

fmiling upon him. While he was thus employed , in ftept a 

fober-looking man, lean ing on a ftaff "My young friends,'• 

fa.id he, "I am fent to cor1duct you through the noble apart

ments of this carl:l e."-'' A fine condudor, indeed !' ' fa.id li ttl e 

G1:orge, who had unfortunately forgot both bis violets and his 

phi al; "your crutch, honefl: man, wil l keep up rarely with 

my wings."-'·' Your wing , · youngfl:er," replied A/Jp fication 
(for that was his name), " will be of little fervice, unleli, I lend 

you a fl:aff to reft upon; which, wherewr you fet it down, 

will make your foo ting fore.'' This fpeech was unheeded by 
lit t le George; who, alre;:i<ly upon the wing, fluttered away. 

HnLrJ iuon overtook: him, having quite as good pin ions, al
th l,ugh he diJ not boaft of them; but fir(1: il:ayed, to bring with 

birn the ftaff, the phial, and the nofegay, againfl: liit. friend 

fhould need them. Little George was now trying to m,ount up 
;i. 11:eep fbir cafe, which he fa1vv multitudes of his own age afend

i ng . Very eagerl y he fl:retched his wings, whole painted plu
mage g li ttered in the fun -beams, and very often jufl- reached 

-the top; but h~ was greatly furprifed to fiud that he always fiid 
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back again, as if he had flood upon a flope of ice; fo that huu:. 
dreds and tens of hundreds had gone through the folding
doors above, while he was ftill but at the bottom. He cried 
for vexation; gave hard names to the boys that were got before 
him, and was laughed at by them in return. The box of pic
tures gave him no comfort; for there he faw his father frown
ing, and his mother looking unhappy. At this moment, the 
friendly Henry came to his relief; a11d giving him the violets, 
the phial, and the fl:aff, '' make ufe of thefe,'' fai<l he, '' and 
you \Yill eafily get up with them, who are now before you. Ob
ferve, they have, every one of them, juft fuch a ftaff; and yet, 
notwithfl:anding their wings, they can rife but one Dep at a 
time." Geo,ge, who had now touched his lips with the phial, 
thanked him very kindly; and they mounted feveral fieps, h3nd 
in hand. On fome were infcribed, Propria qute Maribus: on 
others, As in Pra:Jt:u ti; and various other magic verfes, which 
they jufr refted long enough on every ftep to read; and, as they
afcended, the fteps grew eafier and ealier. Gco,ge, however, 
was a little out of breath, and more than once wi{hed himfelf 
out of the cafrle. Yet, he was delighted to find himfelf almoft 
overtaking the foremoft, who had, fome of them, loitered by 
the way. 

He now entered into an apartment, more magnificent than 
:rny he had ever feen. Thoufands of rooms opened, one be
yond another, foruifhed with every elegance. From every one 
of there were delightful profpecl:s; but then, for a long while, 
he had not lei fure to attend t.o the ftrange ,,ar itties of rich and 
uncommon furniture, that excited his cu1 io!ity every minute. 
One long gallery was hung with paintings, fo exquifitel y fine, 
that every figure feemed alive; indeed, fome of th em actually 
fpake, and amufed him with a thoufand agre:eable ftories. Here 
he faw all the met;:imorphofes of tbe heathen gods ; the adven .. 
tures of Eneas; and a number of other thi ngs , that l have no 
time to dtfcribe. A young damftl attended him, dreffed in a 
gown of feathers, more gay than the rainbow. She had wings 
upon her head. Sbe gave bim the moft delicious fv;eetmeats, 
;rnd he drank, out of a fparlding cup, the pleafantefl liquor 
imaginable. This li g ht di!11 did not quite fati&fy a hungry fto
mach; fo that George was not very forry, when, having pafftd 
tbrough the gallery of fi8:ion, his fair conduchefs Pcelly con
figned him over to the care of a good hof pi table old man in the 
n xt apartment, whofe tab~e was always covered with whole
fome an<l fubftantial food. This apartment, called the fal oon of 
Hijlory, was by no means fo gay as the former; bu t deferved 
examination better. The walls were covered with marble, 
:1dorned with the finefi baffo-relievos, ftatUt·s, and bufl:os of 
eve ry celebrated hero and legiflator, which ftruck the ohferving 
eye with veneration. The m afi er of the feafi: was extremely 
good-natured and communicative; and ready to anfwer every 
quef,ion that George's curiofity prompted him to afk . He com
menJed him for hib love of truth, and toaftctl her h~;ilth , as hi1 
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own patronefs. Bur as the old gentleman was fomc'times a little 

prolix in his -flories, our young traveller -arnufed himfelf every 

now and then with looking over his treafures. Surveying the 

box of pictures, be could not help wifhing for a nearer fiG°ht of 

the friencls the>7 reprefented. A window, that 11:ood open _iuit 

by hirri, and overlooked a delifhtfu1 play-fitld, reminded him 

of his wings. Hut the recollection of bis frightful Jream pie

vented him from attempting an efcape. 

At this minute, the fairy Injlrullion appeared with a fmiling 

look. "I know your thoughts, my dear," faid !he, "and am 

willing to allow you every reafonable indulgence. I have, in 

my fervice, a number of little winged beings, whofe bufinefs it 

is to convey my young friends, from time to time, to their be• 

' loved homes . In order to your returning fafely, accept this 

key. You mufr be fure to rub it every morning, that it may 

not grow rufty, elfe the characters that are engraved upon it 

will difappear. If your key is kept bright, you need only read 

the infcription aloud, and without difficulty you will return to 

this very apartment, and be entitled to an honorable receptfon. 

But, if the key fhould grow rufl:y, heware of a <lifgraceful fall. 

Let your dream wat n you to take care of your precious gifts, 

anct to make a due ufe of them." 

She had fcarcely 11lone fpeaking, before there was a general 

voice of joy heard through the whole apartment, "the holidays 

are come, the holidays are come;" and immediately a number 

of little cherubims appeared in the air, crowned with garlands, 

and away with them Aew little Gc:orge; but unluckily, in his 

hafte, left both the ftaff and the fpear behind him. Indeed, at 

this minute they were needlefo. 

His friends were all ready to receive him with affectionate 

joy. They commended his improvements, and liflened with 

delight to his account of the furprifing things he had feen, and 

rejoiced in the marks of favor he had received from excellent 

and powerful fairies. He playt'<l about all <lay with his compa• 

nions, and ev·ery thing was thought of that could divert him. Tn 

the midfr of thefe amufements, the poor key was in a few days 

forgot; nor did he recollect it, till one day he faw Henry fitting 

under a tree, and very diligently brightening up his own.'' Stu. 

pid boy," faid giddy George, '' what do you fit moping there 

for? Come, and play."-" So I will prefently ,'' faid Henry; 

but I muft not neglect tbe means of returning honorably to the 

good fairy."-" Hang the old fairy," cried George. "Befides, 

my key will keep bright enough, I warrant it, without all this 

ado." However, looking at the key, he found it brown with 

ruft; and fadly his arm aked with the vain endeavor of rubbing 

it bright; for as he could not fucceed in five minutes, down he 

flung it in defpair. 

'' ViThat do you cry for, my pretty mafter ?'' faid a man in a 

fine coat, who was p::iffing by. George tol9 him his dill:refs. '' Be 

comforted, ' ' faid the man. " I will give you a gold kt-y fet with 

emeralds, th at fl1all be better by half, and fitter for a young 

F 



44 THE HOUSE OF lNSTRUCTIOX. gentleman of your rank, than that old woman's rufiy iron." Jufl: then George, who di<l not want clevernefo, began to fufpect fomething; and fn,ellin g to his violets, the fine man ;:i.ppeared in his true fl;ape, which was incieed no other than that of the magi cia n Pride. He was immoderately tall and bloated; his eyes were fierce and malignant; his cheeks were painted, a peacock fat upon his bead, a bear and a leopard followed him. In one band he held an empty bl3dder, and in the other a fat;il wand. His under ve.fl was ftained and ragged; but over it he had a pompous herald's coat, with a long train fupported by an ugly dwarf, and a limping ideot, whom he turned back continually to infult and abufe. Well was it for little George, that his violets had rendered him invirible. He faw the magician go on to one of his companion s, who, being defi:itute of fucb a defence, immediately became his prey. " Take this noregay, my child,'' faid the wicked wretch, and prefented him with a buuch of nettles, finely gilded, but very ftinging. The poor b oy bad no f0,mer touched them, than his countenance expreffed pain. He quarrelled with every body round him; yet the fimpleton kept continually fmelling to bis nofegay ; and the more he was nettlf<l, the more quarrelfome he grew. His fize too increafed in proportion; he became fweiled and blo:~ted. He grew tall too all af once, but it was only by beir. g raifed on an enormou, p air of fl:ilts, on which he could not walk a flc:p without danger of tumbling down. 
George could not help lau ghing at his ridiculous figure, but would, out cf g0ud11ature, have offered him his own bunch to frn c:11 to, if t lioi"e unfortunate ftilts had not raifed him quite out of his reach, He therefore was making the beft of his way b:ick, ha\'ing firft !ecu red his key, when a laughing- giddy boiden called out to him, th a t lhe had found a bird's neft. Aw:~y with her he ran on this new purfuit; and from hird's neft to bird' s ntfl:, and from bnttnAy to butterAy, they fcarnpereJ. over the Aowery lields, till ni ~ht drew on. She then perfoaded him to µ-o with her to her mother's houfe, which was JUfl: by, and reft bi rnklf. 
He found l ht'rc a lady 1o1ling in an ea[y chair, who fcarce raifed her head to bid him welcome. A table however fl:ood bv her, ready fpread \\ ith every ki11d of dainty, where Idfenifs (for fo was his playfellow called) invited bim to fit clown; and, after fupper, he was con<lucl:ed i.nto a chamber, fet round with fhelves of playthings, where, in a foft down bed, he Dept till very late the next day. At lafl:, thou gh unwillingly, ht got up; but for no better purpofe, than to look over tho[e worthleh, toy~ , wh ich he half d ef pi fed all the while. " What is this tiuft:I,'' thought he, ' 1 and gl afs and wood, to con,pare with the rich tre:afures of the old fairy's caftle? Neither the old woman, no r the fimpleton her daughter, will anfwer me any qudl:ion I afk, nor divert me with fuch ftories, as the very pictures and ftatues there were foll of." Thus thinking, he continut:cl, neverthelefs , to divert himfelf with the playthings, 
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and was growing faft back into the love of rattles and bells, 

wlien a fudden panic feized him, on feeing in the corners of 

every fhtlf, filligree cages foll of dormice. "Miferable boy that 

lam!" cried he, "this muft certainly b~ the den of Lazinefs. 

How fhall I efcr1pe ?'' He tried to ftretch his wings; but, alas! 

they drooped; and now, for the firfr time, he found, and la

mented the want of his fpur. He ran to the window. Every 

profpecl from thence was defolate and barren, refernbling ex

actly what he had read, in his ruby-clafped book, of the field 

of the flugµard. 
In vain did he look for the holidays, to tranfport him from 

this wretched place. The !aft of them was already on the wing, 

and almoft out of fight; for it is peculiar to thefe little beings to 

approach flowly, but to fly away with amazing fwiftnefs. How

ever, he met with affi/lanct, "vhen he leafr expected it. A dif

mal cloud hung almoft over his head, which he feared would 

every minute burft in thunder; when out of it flew a black ea

gle, who feizPd little George in her talons; and in a moment he 

fout1d himftlf at the gates of the Cajl/e of bzjlru8ion. 

Perhapi; , you may not think hi s cafe much better now than 

it was ht:fore. A little dormoufe could have lain fnug and 

warm in cotton; whereas poor George was forced to Hand in 

the cold, among thorns and briars, vainly endeavoring to re.ad 

the infcription on his .key, which was now, alas! grown ruftier 

than ever. In the mean time he faw moft of his comp.anions, 

his friend Henry one of the foremofr, fly over his head, while 

their polifhed keys glittered like diamonds; and all of them 

were ri:ct!ived into the apartments they came out of with joyful 

acclamations. The boy npon ftilts, indeed, did not make fo 

good a fi gure. He reached up to the window, but his falfe 

key would not open it; and making a falfe frep, down he tum

bled into the dirty pool. 
At this minute the old fairy looked out, and calling to George, 

cc why do you not, my child," faid fhe, '' make ufe of your 

wings an<l your key? I am impatient to have you among us 

again, that you may receive finer gifts, and fee greater wonders, 

than any you may have met with fioce.'' 

Here a woman came to him, clothed in hare-fkins, and fhiv

ering with an ague. She touched him with a cold finger, that 

chilled his blood, and O:ammered out thefe terrifying words, 

'' <l-dori't g-go intt-to the c-cafl:le, p-punifhment is r•rea<ly 

for-r y-you, r•run away.'' 

" Scorn punifhment, and defpife it,'' faid Foo!liardinefs, a 

little pert monkey in a fcarlet coat, and mounted upon a goofe. 

'
1 Fear difgrace," faict S/1ame; and with a rofe-bn/)1, which 

fhe carried, brulhtd the monkey into the dirty pool, _where he 

lay fcreaming and c hattering, while bis goofe hiffed at him. 

Poor G1orge kn-'.w not what to do. It once came into his 

he_act to make a plaufible excufe, and fay his key was very 

hnght, but the lock was out of order. But bethinking himfelf 

to apply to his glafs, he no fooner faw the afs's ears,'" than, in 
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honell: diftrefs, he called out, 0 ! 7'ruth, 7'ruth, come to m;
affift-ance. I have been very idle, and I am very forry. 'Trut/1, 
Truth, come to my affiftance." 

He fainted aw-ay with terror, as he fpoke; but, when he re
covered, found himfelf within the caftle, the bright figure of 
Truth fm,iling upon him~ and Forgirvene.fs, another very amiable 
form, diftinguifhed by a fiate, and a fponge, with which fhe 
wiped out all faults, ca.reffing him. Indeed fhe had need, for 
he felt himfelf a little !tiff and fore, with fome rough methods 
that had been nfed to bring him to himfelf. Thefe two nymphs 
configned him to the care of Amendment, who promifed never 
to forfake him, till he got to the top of the caflle; and, under 
her guidance, he ·went on very cheerfully. 

Indeed he was a little vexed at the firft fteps he came to, on 
finding himfelf ftruck pretty hard by an angry looking man; but 
when he found, that it was only in order to return him his ft::tff 
and his fpur, he thanked him for his friendly blow, and from 
that time proceeded with dou].>le alacrity. He foon overtook 
his companions again; and you may imagine, how joyful was 
the meeting between him and Henry, who loved him too well, 
not t<? go on very melancholy, while George had fiaid behincl. 
" How I rejoiced!'' faid he, " to fee you under the conduct of 
the lady Amendment . Now, nothing can ever part us more." 

The poetical gallery, the faloon of Hiftory, afforded them 
new delight. In every room, through which they paffed, were 
tables covered with gems, medals, little images, feals, intag
lios, and all kinds of cnriofities, of which, they were affured, 
that the more they took, the more welcome they !hould be. 

But here George was a little perplexed again. His pockets 
were fill ed over and over. Still, as he came to new treafures, 
he was forced to throw afide the old ones, to make room ; yet 
was told, that it would not be taken well, if he did not keep 
them all. At lafl:, he came fortunately into a room of polifhed 
fteel, where, on a throne of jafper, fat a ·lady, with a crown 
upon her hearl, of the brightdt jewels. Upon her robe wag 
wovt!n, in the livelieft colors, and perfecl:ly difl:inct, though in 
miniature, tvery thing that the world contains. She had fleel 
tablets in her hand, on which fhe was always engraving fome
thing excellent; and on the rich diadem, that encircled hel' 
forehead, was embroidered the word Memory. 

"You could not," faid fhe to George, " have applied to a 
properer perfon _ than to me, to help you out of your pre!'ent 
difficulty.'' She then gave him a cabinet, fo fmall and fo light, 
that he could carry it without the leaft: inconvenience; and, at 
the fame time, fo rich and elegant, that no fnuff-box, fet with 
diamonds, was ever more ornamented. It had millionR of little 
drawers, all claffed and numbered; and, in thefe, he found all 
the fine things he had been incumbered with, raoged in proper 
order. 

" The only thing I infill: on,'' faid fhe, "is, that you will 
keep your drawers exaclly clean, and not litter them with trafh .. 
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If you fluff them with what does not deferve a place, lhey will 

no longer be capable of containing real treafures; but the bot

tom of the cabinet W!ll become direcl:lv like a fieve; and if ,1,h 

Jice or R efentnzent- ever perfua<le you to put in any thing out of 

their fhops, you will foon find every drawei- infdted with fnakes 

and adders. But, above all things, value the gifts of Trut/1, Gh i

titudr, and FriendJlzip, which will fill them with conftant per .. 

fume, that 01all make you agreeable to every body. 

Thus furnifhed, George proceeded joyfully, and afcended 

from one apartment to another, till he became poffelfed of all 

the treafures of the ca!tle. Sometimes Imagination led him into 

d elightful gardens, gay with perpetual lpring. Sometimes, 

from entrances dug into the folid rock (on the fide of the apart

ments oppofite to the "vindows) he wand€red through the 

mines of Science, and brought from thence riches that had not 

yet been difcovered. Tlie I-lalid:J.Js alw.1ys found him cheer

fully glad to go with them, but not impatient of their appt oach; 

and equally glad to return, when they flew back. Whenever 

he returned, he was received with honor, and crowned with 

wreaths of bays and laurel. He became a favorite with the 

Virtues and the Graces, and at !aft was led by thein to the top 

of the cafl:le, where Reputalion and Prudenca w.aittd to receive 

him, and conduct him through a fair plain, that was /l:retched 

out along the top of the mountain, and terminated by the glit-

tering temple of Felicity. • 

---------•' . .. ' . 
THE 

PRINCESS OF ARCADIA; 
BY SAil.AH W1L1~11'SON. 

THE go<ldefs of the morn hadjufl: unbarred hel' gatefl, when 

Clarinda, the beauteous queen of the fairies who inhabit the 

inand of Ambrq/ia, arofe from her mofa-ftrewn couch, and 

afcended her chariot, which ·was drawn by four milk white po

nies fo exceffive final! that they were dteemed one of the won. 

<ler-s of the world. She was accompanied in her journey by her 

numerous train of attendants, dre(fed in loofe robes of violet 

.colored filk embroidered with Giver A0wers, and feftooned with 

cords and taffels of the fame materi:-ils. On their beads they 

wore wreaths of pearls, dif po fed in fuch a manner as to rep re• 

fent the fhape of myrtle leaves. 

Thus equipped, Clarinda haftened to the fea~fide, that fhe 

might receive the lovely inimitable Selina, daughter of the king 

of Arcadia , whole territories were only divided from thofe of 

Ambrofia by a very narrow fea; and the princefs had propofed 

croffing that morning in a gondola to the ifland of the fairy 

queen, that fhe might confult her on a fubject of th.e higheft 

importance to her future happinefs in life. 



48 PRIXCESS OF ARCADIA; OR - THE The princefs Selina, foon arriveri, and was quickly folded in the arms of the .lffectionate fairy, who with the fweeteft affability mack her fit hy her in the chariot, and conducted her ·lo her palace, which w;:is fituatecl on a chryftal rock. When the princ-efs had r covered her fatigue, and partook of fome wine and dried fruit (for C!,irinda's palace was well ftored with every necefTary), fhe acqnai11ted the fairy queen with the circumftance that had occafioned her prefent vilit . "Yon know, my dear benefactrefs," faid the amiable princels, '' that the late much-lamented queen h3s n-ow been dead a twelvemonth-heaven knows , the mofl unhappy one I have ever yet experienced. On her death-bed fhe entreated my father to give her a facred promife , that wlie11 the time of mourning for her, as prefcribed by the cuftom of ou r country, fhould be p;ift, that he w,mld give me in marriage to the accomplill1ecl '1,:rjeus, prince of the Flowery Ines. My mother had long brheld our affection for each other with the moil: li vely pkarur~; but the ambitiouc vie\n of my hither, who was ddirnu s uf my ct'poufi11g tbe ll~ed king of Akuiilrn, in bopts th:-it at his deatl1 he nionhl bi: h ·ir to his throne, and join his kingdom to //1'c<1-,No, pre\·ented. the declaration of our pal11011 to him; and I wns under a folemn vow nev~r to marry wilhout hia confi ' nL My mother pleHd<:'d hard for the happinefs of her child. At firlr, rny father refufrd to pledge his word. 811t, affo:h:d by th~ pi• tic1bll:! COllllition of his queen, whom he fincen.ly lovtd, and her continued er1rndlnefs 1 he took h\:r hand, nnd, p1·efnn r it to his h~art, took the vow fhe r~quired, and in a manner I then thought too folernn lu be. ever evaded. But, a lab l my fathcr lrns now forb:ide Tlufl•us admittance to the palace, and command~ me to make every neccffary prq)aration for my nupt iala with U/rirns. Ill vain l urged my invin1;ible hatred to t b t:: monarch of ALrnnlra , repreftntetl the <lifpa1 ity of our years (for, indet::d, he is coniiderably ol<ler than my fat her), and reminded my cruel p<1rent of the fokmn obligntion he had laid himftlf und~r to my mother on lier death-bed, of btl:towing me on the prince of thl! l71ow~ry 10es, All J could fay, made no imprefiion on him; and he a(lonifhed me by replying, that he did not think bimfelf hou nd by an oath which he only took for the pious purpofe of rendering my mother's de::ith-bed happy, and not to favor tbe lover of a difobedient girl. Being thus made acguJ inted with his detennination, l left bim, and repaired to my own apartment, that I might indulge my tears. vVhtn my mind became fomewhat more compofed, l fent tbe little page to you, that you might, my good fairy, be appri!ed of my intended vifit ." After faying this, the pri 11 cefs threw berF.:lf at qu een Clarinda's feet, and befou ght that good fairy to befriend her caufe, by enabling her to avoid the object fhe detefteJ, and Ht the fame time obtain the idol of her affections. The fairy raifed he-r very tenderly from the ground, and pro,:nifed to ufe all the in11uenci:: n1e polfelfrd, in e-ncltarnring to make her happy with hc::r beloved and aftectionate 'Ihcfeus. 
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"The fairy then conduderl her to a clofet, the ficles of which 

were glafs. The ceiling was mofl: curiouOy painted with e1nblc

ma_tical devices, and the Aoor was com pofed of the morl- beauti

ful poli01ed cedar. Sh e p refcnted Selina with an ivory t:-iblet, 

on which were eng:raven fome myfterio11s word:-: . "\ Then you 

pronounce them three times fucceffivcly ," faid the fairy queen, 

'' I fhall immediately appear in your prefence.· Dut be cau tious 

how you ufe this indulgence, nor fummons me from my peace

ful retreat without a juft caufe ," Selilla, with grateful thanks 

for the inefl:irnable gift, promifed implici t obedience. The 

fairy then conducted her to her gondola; and, previo us to her 

embarking, told her to pronounce the myfiical fentence, when 

twenty-four hours had exactly elapfecI. 
When the fairy returned to the palace on the rock, fhe im

mediately ordered her attendants to prepare her aei"ial car; in 

which fhe took her flight to tile fybil's cave, whom fhe pre

fented with a variety of rich f!ifts, and obtained from her the 

permiffion of fearching the book of fate. Having come to thofe 

pages which concerned the lovely princefs whom fl1e h;id taken 

under her protection, ilie there learned, to her inexpreffible joy, 

that the Prince of the Flowery Ines was the defl:ined hufuand 

of the amiable Selina. But thofe pages, at the fame time, in

formed her, that Ufricus would firfl: lead the charming girl 

to the ;iltar; notwithftanding: which, the marriage would be 

prevented by a terrific meffenger, and the king of Arcadia 

would be punifhed for his daring and impious apofl:acy to the 

vow he had made to his dying queen. 
The twenty-four hours prefcribe<l by the fairy having elapfed, 

Sef;na retired to a p]eafant grotto that belonged to the palace 

gardens; when, difmiffing her attendant ladies, f11e pronounced 

thr myflic fentence, and inflantly the fairy appeared. "Take 

comfort, lovely damkl,'' faid the goo<l queen, "and liften at

tentively to my injunctions; by which means, you will be happy. 

Next Friday is the time ,ippointed for your nuptials with your 

af!ed lover. Your bridal dre-fs is prepared, and the chapel is 

adorned for the magnificent crrernony. When your father 

commands you to join the proceffion , do not ·hefitate, but acqui

efce in filence. Let not a murmur etcape your lips. Put confi

dence in me; and believe me, that the much-dreaded day will 

make you the moft bleffe<l among mortals. Further, I am not 

allowed to reveal. Adieu. Obey, and be happy." 

With tliefe words the fairy then left the wo11dering fair one. 

"What can this poffibly mean?'' fighed forth the afflicted Selina. 

, , Mufl: I then obey my father, and be wretched? But yet the 

fairy faid, fhe would not deceive me, and that I fliall be happy. 

Cruel Clarinda! Why involve me in fuch myfl:erious wretched

nefs ? But, if obedience wi ll purchafe thy efl:eem, I will not 

fwcrve from thy commands." 
vVhen the much-dreaded morn arrived, Selina arofe, and 

with a palpitating heart fuffered her maidens to array her in her 

bridal apparel. But when a little page in blue and Elver entered 
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the apartment, and .acquainted her that her father and Ulricus 
waited for her in the gallery leading to the chapel, htr fortitude 
quite forfook her, an<l fhe determined once more to fee the fairy 
before fhe quitted the chamber. She therefore difmiffrd the 
page, with orders to tell the two monarch&that fhe would wait 
on them in a few minutes. The page having departed, fhe 
waved her hand PJr her maidens to withdraw; and then, pur
fuing the reqnifite inftructions, the fairy immediately arofe; 
when the kneeling Selina humbly befougbt her to be more ex
plicit concerning the fate that a:,vaited her. C!.arinda affec
tionately embraced her; and affunng her that il1e would never 
become the wife of Vlrictts, bade her proceed to the chapel; 
a-nd, if fhe wanted any fupport, fhe (tbe fairy) would imme
diately come·to her affi!l:ance, and fl:rengtben her during the 
enfuing trial that fate had ordained her to undergo. 

Selina, thus encouraged by the fairy, felt berfrlf more com
pofed, and repaired to the gallery with a cheerful confidence. 
Her fathtr praifed her dutiful obedience to bis commands, and 
her intended bridegroom taking her unwilling hand, conducted. 
her to the altar. The prieft had juft begun the facred cere
mony, and the lovely Selina was almoft diftra.cted with the 
fears {he could not avoid barbouri11g, when the king of Alcwz
tra dropped <lawn in an apoplectic fit, and immediately ex
pired. The king of Anadia was going to withdraw from this 
fcene of horror and confu!1on; when the whole chapel became 
fuddenly dark, except the altar, which was the only place vi
!ible, and round which played a blue lambent flame, which 
difcovere<l the fpirit of the late queen dreffed in heavenly robes. 
Her attitude was menacing; and ihe adJrefled the atfrighted 
monarch in an angry tone. "Prefurnptuous mortal!" faid the 
offended vifitant, '' only this hour is kft thee to fulfil the con
tract thou fo folemnly made with me on my death-bed. Should 
thou delay it, the 11ext will certainly hri11g to thee the fame fate 
as has hefel Ulrirns, who isjnftly punifhed fur breaki11g a vow 
which he made to his late much-injured queen." 

.A.lcander, in an agony of terror, folemnly promifed to make 
every atonement in his power for the fault he had committed. 
The fpirit appeared contented. She benignantly fmilrd, and 
then vanin1e<l. The dark was inftantiy cbaced away by a re
fplendent light, and the dead body of Ulricus was removed by 
his late attendants. During the awful folemnity of this kene, 
Selina had fainted. On recovering, fhe found herfelf clafped 
in the arms of her faithful Thefcus, and fupported by Clarinda 
and her attendant elves. The repentant monarch led the 
blooming princefs his daughter to the altar; and, in the pre
fence of the whole court, the lovers received the reward due to 
tbeir confiancy and virtues. 

FINIS. 
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