


g







!H__

e 7y Zomiiais. —E’.;Zg‘.’{"/ Stalier

70 ; 2 7 i
'/’//("/é //7///4&(/ azz(:L o ';(/Z?f’j, é 2et w /é////
7 J

/
/

/
aqrial ¢
~ >
/7 “
22’ . //,/f,:/ j

L,‘ e 14 =



OLD DADDY GANDER’s
FAIRY TALES;

Consisting of the Interesting Siory of the

Bleeding Finger;

Lady with the Golden. Thumb:

THE STORY OF

PHEBE the GOOD;

OR THE

GLORIOUS HAND:

THE STORY OF

Princefs Hebe;

or her

FLIGHT FROM THE USURPER OF HER THRONE,

Ardella Wood:

THE

HOUSE OF INSTRUCTION;

describing the
Uncommon Ivfagm:ﬁcmt Grandeur of its Apartments, and the Wonderfal Gifts
GLEORGE was presented with by its Inhabitants: '

AND THE

PRINCESS or ARCADIA;

OR THE

MARRIAGE OF THESEUS,
PRINCE OF THE FLOWERY ISLES,

———————

LONDON:
Printed in St. John’s Lane, Clerkenwell,
By S. FISHER, AND

SOLD at No. 30, WARWICK-LANE, NEWGATE-STREET ;
May also be had of ali other Booksellers, and News-venders.

Price Sixpences






v$8999800999-05900000099~
THE FAIRY TALE OF

THE

BLEEDING FINGER.

THERE lived a magician in days of old, who had power
over the winds and waves; whofe word could command the
demons of the deep, and the {pirits of the air durft not difobey
~ his will. This magician was held to be a fociable, merry, good
fort of perfon when pleafed, confidering he was a magician;
for, you muft underftand, conjurers, wizards, necromancers,
and magicians, are very tetchy and revengeful, and never fail
to fend their imps and goblins to torment fuch as ufe them difre-
fpeétfully. The name of this magician was Temogorod, which
fignifies Eat-him-up, and he had a davghter, called Holakaree,
that is to fay Blood-fucker, who was an enchantrefs. Whenever
either of them went abroad, they had at leaft one {pirit to at-
tend them, who was fometimes difguifed in the form of a bear, at
others a monkey or cat, and fometimesin the likenefs of a huge
maftiff. Sometimes, for expedition fake, they travelled through
the air, and then they were ufually drawn by four flaming
torches, followed by fiends in the fhape of tad-poles, who were
fo numerous, that their fwarms darkened the air,

Tomogorod, as before faid, was not much inclined to mif-
chief, unlefs provoked; but woe be to any one that affronted
him! If he afked a clownifh fellow where he was going, and
the lout returned a faucy anfwer, he would fix him aftride upon
the next ftyle without the power of moving, or turn him into a
pitch-fork, and give him his own fhape again when any body
bad ftuck him up to the hilts in a dunghill. His name denoted
him to be a lover of good living, and he always behaved civilly
to fuch as gave him the beft they had to eat.

Holakaree, his daughter, who was of an ambitious temper,
had the wickednefs to fall in love with the king’s fon, a youth of
three-and-twenty, of a {fweet difpofition, and the moft charm-
ing perfon in the world. His name was Du/imond, which means
Dimple-face, and he was the fole heir to the crown It hap-
pened one day, while he was bunting, that he faw the moft
beautiful blue hare run by him that eyes had ever beheld; and
he was fo charmed with the appearance of that ftrange animal,
that he could not forbear leaving his other fport to follow this
new game. He prefently loft fight of his courtiers and attend-
ants; who, as people often are, were more intent upon their
diverfion than their duty. He followed the animal for more
than half an hour; and being mounted upon a {wift dradian
courfer, feemed every inftant to be within a haix’s-breadth of
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¢atching her; when prefently his eye was attracted by the de-
fcent of an eagle, that darted upon the hare, and rofe with an
incredible {wiftnefs, till they were both Toft in the clouds. While
the prince ftood gazing, and looking after the eagle and his
prey, which ftill remained like a fpeck upon his fight, the fky
began to lour, the heavens darkened, and the diftant thunders
rolled. The prince looked round, but faw neither place of re-
fuge nor human being. The fiorm increafed ; the elements,
with dreadful burft, feemed to crack and 1plit over his very
head; and the fires of the firmament darted their forked and
penetrating effence into the very bofom of the earth. But, what
aftonithed him moft, was, that though the waters appeared to
ftream from the heavens on every fide of him, not a hair of his
bead, not a thread of his garments, was wet. The heart of
Duliznond was the heart of a lion ; he was awed, but not dif-
mayed. While his eyes were endeavoring to trace the uncertain
path of the life-fnatching lightning, and his ears were filled with
the terrific rumors of the fky, he beheld, not far above him, a
bright cloud, that feemed in the centre to be 2 lambent flanie,
and whence iffued a voice loud and impulfive, but fweet as muy-
fic in dreams, which pronounced diftinétly the following words

““ Beware of her awith o 8olden. thumb, Folloawy the bleeding
Jfinger.  Plunge, Jearlefs, into the lahe of bitternefs, to recover thy
white wand of Orophalis. Dangers encompals you 5 be virtuous,
bold, and obedient, or Jou perifh.”

The voice ceafed, and the rain, and the thunder, and the
lightning, WEre no more; the fun was refplendent, the foreft
was vaonithed, and the fcene was changed. Vallies of a thou-
fand different and reviving fhades of green were on every fide;
aromatic fhrubs, fAowers, and various trees, were fcattered
rouud; diftant lakes, and more diftant mountains, were in view,

The prince, filled with wonder at alj thefe ftrange accidents,
was funk deep in reflection ; infomuch that his eyes were fixed,
and his foul abforbed by the cogitations of his mind; when he

Palace of the Seven Dragons  Dulimong ftarted, looked up, and
Was again fixed in aftonifhment, Never before had he beheld
fuch perfe@ions, fuch grace, fuch features. Seated upon a milk-
white courfer, with hair that defcended in ringlets upon her
borfe’s back, and a face more beauteoys than the face of nature
at the fun’s uprifing, this lady looked like 2 fpirit of heaven,
and not an inhabitant of the earth. She wag obliged to repeat
her queftion; and the prince, refpectfully bowing, anfwered,
he never before had heard of fuch a palace, The lady grace-
fully inclined her head, in token of thanks, and paffed {wiftly
forward; while the prince, ravithed with the angelic apparition,
gave his fieed the rein, kept within fight of her, and forgot the
fcenes that had fo lately happened. They rode thig way for
more than an hour at a’ hard rate, when they came to a vap
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forelt. The prince, who had a piercing eye, beheld an in-
fcription as he was riding by the fide of the foreft; and ftopping
a moment in hopes of learning fome intelligence, whereby he
might oblige the lady, he read—

¢ This leads to the palace of the Seven Dragons,”

The prince immediately fet {fpurs to his horfe; and, gently
calling after the lady, beckoned her to return. She, who feemed
to have flackened her pace when Dulimond ftopped, prefently
heard, and obeyed. As fhe approached the prince, f{he thanked
him with the moft winning words and action; while he, ra-
vithed with her charms and condefcenfion, prayed to be ad.
mitted to the palace. The lady again gave a courteous reply,
and they entered the foreft together. They had not proceeded
far before they loft all fight of the furrounding country, and
were buried in a gloom fo thick that light could {carcely pene-
trate. As they rode on, ftrange noifes faluted their ears; {fome-
times, as it were, the faint groanings of the dying; at others,
the fierce howlings of beafts in torture ; and then again like the
fudden whizzings of fky-rockets, accompanied with loud, con-
fufed, and innumerable fhrieks and {creams, as though the {pi-
rits of air were battling till the very elements were tormented.
Vifions, as ftrange as were the founds they heard, likewife mo-
lefted their journcy; at one inftant, a head without a body
would feem to dance backward before them, fometimes with
ghaftly looks, and fometimes with grimaces, mewing at them;
at another, ferpents, the bodies of which were black, their
eyes flaming, and theiv tails triply divided with a fting at the
end of each, feemed to threaten the travellers; but, what was
more remarkable, an urchin, that lay in the path at the entrance
of the foreft, became a ball of fire, and rolled itfelf along before
them, as if to dire¢ them in the route they fhould purfue.

Dulimond was not more aftonifhed at thefe things, than at the
behavior of the lady ; who continued her way, undifmayed, and
almoft without noticing fuch firange eveunts, notwithftanding
that the demons (for the foreft was enchanted) became more
terribly dreadful in their howls and fhricks, and unnatural
fhapes, the farther they proceeded. However, if a beauteous
and gentle lady had the courage to go on, it was not for a prince
like Dulimond to recede. It appeared almoft unmanly to draw
his fabre; but from doing this it was fcarcely poflible to refrain,
fo fearfully were they befet. Nor could the dangers to which
they were expofed hinder the prince from thinking on his moft
beautiful companion with rapture. Her demeanor, her form,
her wit, and her fortitude, made him confider her as a mira-
cle ; and he found his affections fo totally enflaved, as to be ab-
{olutely irretrievable. How could he forbear to admire, when
he only heard her utter fome fhort exclamation at the moment
that the fiends were moft horrible and infolent, and when he
faw her turn and fmile with ineffable {weetnefs upon him, as it
were to wilh him not to fear or fuffer upon her account?  Thisg

C
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he efteemed a noble generofity of foul, and he could not but
adore her who was capable of fuch heroic exertion.

They came at length to the other fide of the foreft; and the
urchin of fire that accompanied them bounded from the earth,
and gamboled in the air with a thoufand antic motions. Inftead,
however, of an open country, they beheld a black rock, the front
of which extended farther than fight, and its fummit lay beyond
the clouds. As they approached it, they read, in huge and
tranfparent charaéters,

¢ This is the entrance to the palace of the Seven Dragons,”

“ How !”” cried Dulimond, ¢ this the entrance. Here is no
entrance ; this is a vaft and folid rock, a rock of marble ; and all
the powers of nature cannot enter here.”

The lady fmiled, alighted nimbly from her horfe, approached
the place of the infcription, and held forth her arm. She laid
her thumb, her golden thumb, upon the marble, when inftan-
taneous thunder rolled, and the maffy front of the rock opened.

Imagine what was the aftonithment of Du/imond, and what
his grief, when he beheld this miracle performed by the lady
with the golden thumb! His heart funk within him, and his
arm fell nervelefs by his fide. Yet this was no time for defpon-
dency; danger was before him, bhehind him, and on every fide
of him ; and the crifis of his fate drew on.

The chafm of the rock had remained open fome minutes, the
prince ftood plunged in forrowful fufpenfe, and the lady feemed
attendant upon his coming. A voice proclaimed—

“¢ Let not fuch as would enter the palace of the Sewen Dragons
linger, for the Rock of Sculls is about to clofe.””

At the fame moment, Dulimond beheld a naked arm, with the
fore-finger flowly dropping blood, and pointing the way to the
palace of the Seven Dragons. The vifion, though horrible,
gave him pleafure; his heart was with the lady; and he rejoiced
to find that his duty furnithed him with an excufe to follow his
inclinations. The prince had but Juft time to make the paflage
of the rock before it thut ; and, had he been a moment later, it
would have clofed upon him ; which accident having happened
to many, it was called the Rock of Sculls, They proceeded
onward till they came toa bridge, where lay the Seven Dragons,
whence the palace derived its name. Af their approach, all
thefe horrible monfters lafhed their prodigious tails, opened
their deftructive jaws (fet all over with teeth like harrows), and
projected their long and forked tongues ; and, with an infatiable
tury, were flying upon Dulimend. Mortal refiftance to {uch
enemies feemed vain, and death inevitable; when, at the very
inflant they were about to feize on the prince, the lady held
forth the golden thumb, and they dropped fenfelefs on the earth
in a profound fleep.

They paffed the bridge, and drew near to the palace, which
was the molt fuperb that eyes ever beheld, - Its magnitude and
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archite@ure filled the mind with grandeur, and the riches of
its ornaments dazzled the fight to behold. They came at laft
to a place where the road divided; one way went dire&ly for-
ward, and the other deviated to the left, which led to the pa-
lace. On the confines of the latter ftood troops of nymphs,
whom none could equal in beauty, the lady with the golden
thumb alone excepted, and fuch as imagination only has feen.
Some of them played on inftruments, the founds of which ra-
vithed the ear; others danced with fuch delightful motion, as
put mortal fenfes into a delirium of pleafure. They were come
to meet the lady and the prince, and this way were the_y pro-
ceeding, when Dulimond beheld the bleeding finger point the
contrary road. He ftopped, he looked, he confidered ; his bo-
fom heaved a profound figh, the war within him was ftrong,
and his body was motionlefs. The lady did not perfuade him
by words ; fhe took a more powerful method; her looks, for-
rowful and dejedled; her eyes, with all the well-feigned grief
of poverty, told him, that in him was all her happinefs centered ;
with him The fhould be bleifed, without him miferable. Neither
did fhe remind “him of the dangers to which he bad been ex-
pofed, and from which he had been preferved by her; and
therefore he remembered them the more forcibly. His heart
was enflaved by her beauty; he could not any longer refift her
charms, and again he began to follow her; when the air was
filled with the moft doleful wailings, and the finger of the
naked arm began to ftream with blood.

The heart of Dulimond was ftrongly virtuous; be had been
purtured in a fublime morality. The remembrance of the
firm refolution he had fo often made to perfevere amid all temp-
tations in the paths of rectitude and honor, came with a gleam
of heroic ardor upon his mind, elevated his foul, and made it
equal to the glorious conteft. IHe turned his eyes from the
witcheries of paffion and pleafure, and with a determined fpi-
rit followed the naked arm; the blood again more flowly drop-
ped; but the vaft concave of the fky became tortured with
thricks, cries, and howlings, fo piercing, that diftraction would
have feized any one of lefs virtue than himfelf.

Undauntedly did he follow his guide, though the fiends now
transformed themfelves into ten thoufand hideous fhapes, and
chattered at, infulted, and affaulted him, with a hundred-fold
more malignity and fury than they did in his paffage through
the enchanted foreft. He came at length to the lake of bitter-
nefs ; but who can defcribe the dreadful, horrible, and difguft-
ing animals, by which its waters were guarded? On the fur-
face, vipers, water-fnakes, and dun-colored ferpents, hiffed
terror with their forked tongues. At the borders lay toads
with ftaring eyes and vaft bloated bodies; their mouths juft
above the waters, diving fometimes beneath the flimy fedge,
while the lake bubbled poifon, and again afcending to the wa-
ter's edge. The bottom was covered over with lizards, newts,
and efts, darting upon their prey ; reptiles with fpeckled bellies,
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and a hundred legs, that fhot fwift as an arrow from a bow, as
their voracity or malice willed; and fpiders fo huge and inflated,
that the fhagged hair of their bodies was like the briftles of the
hunted boar; and their eyes, globular and proje&ing, were as
the eyes of tigers, watching whom they might devour. All
thefe, and innumerable others, for which nature has no like-
nefs, immediate!y on the approach of Dulimond, ceafed their
obfcene fports and rancorous wars on one.another ; and, with
their million mouths, came in voracious {fwarms, as if in ex-
pectation of their prey. Humanity thuddered, and thrunk ; it
was a fight of the moft dreadful horrer.

The naked arm, in the mean time, refted over the centre of
the lake; the finger ceafed to bleed, and pointed downward.,
Thither the prince caft his eye, and beheld the white wand of
Orsphalis; he ftaid not to confider of danger ; he quitted his
fteed, and threw himfelf, fearlefs, into the Jake of bitternef(s,
His arm divided the waters ; and though his body feemed to be
penetrated and torn by a hoft of thefe devouring reptiles, he
ftill had the power to proceed. He arrived at the fpot; and,
unterrified, plunged to the bottom. The earth fhook; the
heavens were on fire; and nature feemed to groan, as though
her end were come. He feized the wand; and, lo! the lake
was no more. He ftood upon dry land, his enemies were an-
nihilated, and himfelf unhurt,

While he ftood confidering thefe things, he heard a found of
a multitude finging *¢ praifes to the valorous prince Dulimond,
who hath broken the charms of hell, who hath delivered us
from the fpells of Holakaree.> He turned, and faw coming to-
ward him troops of knights and ladies; and, at their head, a
venerable old man, leading, as he thought, the lady with the
golden thumb. ¢ Fear not, valorous prince,” faid the aged
knight, ¢ your trials are paft, and your reward is come. This
virgin is no enchantrefs.” The happinefs of Dulimond was ex-
treme, when be was informed that Holakaree had affumed the
beauteous form of Bellimante ; that this vile enchantrefs was
now no more; that his valor and virtue had freed the moft an-
gelic princefs in the univerfe, her father, and many other noble
knights and ladies, who had fallen in her fnares; and, in his
traniport, he caft himfelf at Belimanie’s feet, and kiffed her
virgin hand, which he was in extacy to find was not now ftig-
matized by the golden thumb. '

As for the magician Tomogorod, he became difconfolate for
the lofs of his daughter, and fome fay that he now wanders
over the face of the earth without a fettled habitation; and that
he is always attended by one faithful demon, that affifts him in
his wants, and revenges him upon his enemies.

8
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PHEBE THE GOOD.

——EERr—

THERE was a certain man who was left a widower with one
child, a fweet girl, whofe name was Prebe. After he had lived
two or three years fingle, he became tired of this fort of life, and
determined to marry again; and he was the more eafily induced

- to do fo, becaufe he had met with a woman about his own age,
and very much of his own difpofition, to whom he had made
himfelf agreeable. This woman was a widow; and, like him,
had a daughter, called Martha, who was two ycars older than
Phebe, and likewife a very pretry girl. They mutually promifed
to be exceedingly good and tender to each other’s offspring ; and
at firft they kept their promifes tolerably well, thongh it muft
be allowed, that, as Piebe by far was the moft beautiful of the
two, the mother was not without fome little jealoufies; how=
ever, the was a fenfible woman, though fomewhat paffionate,
and did not, for a while, fuffer fuch propenfities to increafe to
violence; befides, Phebe was as mild and good-humored as fhe
was charming in her wit and features; and though you might
eafily make her cry, you could never make her crofs or obftinate.

After a time, it happened that the father died, when Phebe
was about twelve years old ;5 and as fhe had been well infiruéted
by her father’s care, who loved her dearly, the was, on account
of the readinefs of her wit, more accomplifhed and advanced
in knowledge than many of twice her age, and much more fo
than her fifter Martha, though there had been equal care taken
of them both. The death of her father was a great misfortune
to Phebes fhe foon began to find an alteration in the behavior of
ber mother and fifter. The latter, having now no reftraint
upon her (for her mother had been always too far indulgent),
took every opportunity of thwarting Phebe, of whom fhe be-
came exceeding jealous, owing to the preference the latter al-
ways obtained in fociety. The mother too, inftead of confult-
ing her own reafon, and doing juftice, was weak enough to par-
ticipate in her daughter Martha's feelings and prejudices, and
gave way to her paffions by little and little, till at laft fhe could
no longer refift them. Thus, though fhe felt at fome moments
the injuftice of her conduét, and determined to alter her beha-
vior, and become more kind to Phebe, yet, as foon as the trial
came, fhe found herfelf inevitably hurried away by habitual
paffion, and continually guilty of the fame partiality and tyranny.

It may eafily be imagined that poor Phebe foon became de=
prived of all the little pleafures in which fhe ufed to fhare ; in-
ftead of mixing with the vifitors, and going abroad with her
fitter, as formerly, fhe was confined to her needle, and ordered
to affift the fervant at the loweft drudgery. This would have
broken the fpirit of many giéls’ or have fpoiled their temper

3
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for certainly few things are fo cutting to the heart as manifeft
injuftice. But it did not feem to have any fuch effec on Prebe 3
for though fhe grieved a little, yet fhe was fo complying, and
even cheerful, let her be fet about what {he would, that fhe was
called < Phebe the Good” all over the country,

It is ftrange to think of the excefs to which people will pro- ,
ceed who have once begun to indulge bad habits. The praifes
that Piede had obtained, and the admiration with which every
body was firuck who happened to get a fight of her (for fhe in-
creafed in beauty, as in amiablenefs an( age), ferved only far-
ther to increafe the enmity of thofe to whom alore fhe could
look for protetion 5 infomuch, that at laft the was not only the
drudge of the family (for her mother had turned away the fer-
vant, and forced her, though not fifteen, to do all the work),
but was finted in her very food, obliged to eat the offals, and
beat, upon ‘the moft frivolous pretences, till the was fometimes
hardly able to move. If fhe had not naturally poffeffed a deal
of courage, as we]] as mildnefs, the muit have funk under the
ufage fhe received ; but though there was 3 fweet forbearance
in her temper, there wag 3 fortitude likewife, which is found
only in a few, efpecially among the gentle and fofter fex,

One day, when the mother and favorite daughter were gone
out, and had, as ufual, locked up every thing from ber, leaving
her but a fcanty pittance, fcarce half enough to fuffice nature,
a very poor old woman, tottering under 28€, came to the door,
begging, for her favior’s fake, fhe would give her 3 morlel, to
keep her from ftarving, Prebe, though very hungry herfelf, had
too good a heart to {ee fuch a poor 0ld Creature ready to fink
with age and hunger, and not give her every afliftance in her
power. She Immediately went tq the door, gave the poor wo-
man her hand, defired her to come in and reft herfelf, and fet
about warming what ljttle morfel fhe had (which fhe herfelf
Wwas going to eat cold), to make it ag comfortable as fhe could,
She then laid a clean napkin 'and plate, and waited upon, and
cherithed her, ag though fhe had been her own mother, « The
god of heaven blefs thee !’ faid the old woman, as Phcle flood
miniftering by her fide; < thou art 2 merciful and gracious an.
gel, and fhalt lofe nothing by thy charity. Thou haft given me
food. Wilt thou give me a kifs?””  pjepe would always rather
hurt her own feelings than the feelings of another; and though
the old woman was very difagreeable with rags and age, fhe in-
ftantly kiffed her with the beft grace imaginable, leaft {he thould
give her pain, or leaft the fhould be thonght to defpife age and
poverty. The old woman fixed ber eyes ftedfafily upon ber.,
¢ Sweet and heavenly creature,’ faid fhe, “ have I at Jaft found
{ueb a one? Yes. [f thy courage €quals thy other virtues, thou
art the treafure I f, long and ineffectually have fought.” " Pjese
wondered :0 hear 3 miferable old woman talk in this manner,
and in fuch language too. % Thoy art very young; art thou of
a timid difpofition »’—« No, indeed,” faid Phebe. ¢ 1 never
injwred any creature that has life or fenfibility, I would do good
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to every body if I had the power, and I hope I commit no
wickednefs; then wherefore thould I be afraid

Plebe had fcarcely finifhed her laft fentence, before fhe faw a
fierce maftiff and a bull-dog burft into the kitchen, foaming,
fighting, and worrying each other with the utmoft fury; but
fhe, inftead of acting like moft filly young women, who fquall
if they fee a moufe run acrofs the room, very cooly removed
out of their way, took hold of the old woman to help her out
of the kitchen, and fhut the door upon them. As fhe ftood in
the paffage, fhe found her gown was all in a flame. It would
be wrong to pretend that the was not exceedingly alarmed; but
inftead of fhricking, falling in a fit, or running terrified fhe
knew not whither or for what, except to agitate the air, and
increafe the danger, fhe unpinned herfelf in a moment, and
firipped off her gown. ¢ Yes!” exclaimed the old woman,
¢ thy prefence of mind proves thy fortitude.”” As fhe faid this,
the fire was extinguifhed, and the enraged dogs were feen and
heard no more; neither was there a finged {pot upon the gown.
Phebe turned her eyes with amazement toward her gueft; and,
inftead of a poor, decrepid, and beggarly old woman, fhe be-
held a beauteous being in robes of white and fcarlet, and wings
more varioufly fpotted than the fhining plumage of the Chinefe
pheafant. ¢ Pureft, and beft of earthly virgins,”” faid the bright
vifion, ¢ be not alarmed.”’—¢¢ No,” replied P/ede, ¢ I am only
furprifed. If you are a heavenly being, you will not injure me.
If a wicked one, you cannot, till I, by guilt, fhall give you

ower over me.”—¢ Liften to me,” faid the fpirit. ¢ am a
{ylph, the friend of man, and the enemy of his enemies. Long
have I been feeking to deliver Oron, the knight of a neighboring
caftle, from the authority of the demons, but in vain; they have
feduced and enchanted bim, and be is held a willing flave to
five of the moft powerful that the dark entrails of the fulphu-
reous regions can emit. ‘Their names are Bibo, Libido, Irafio,
Nepoy and Superbo 5 that is to fay, Drunkennefs, Luft, Wrath,
Prodigalityy and Pride. He hath fuffered them to light up the
dead bhand within his walls, which hath ftupefied and lulled to
fleep the guardian fpirits fate had appointed to protect him from
their machinations; and till that is extinguifhed, never fhall he
be freed from their wicked dominion. The {ylphs, and other
etherial effences, have in vain made war upon thefe demons and
their adherents; a young virgin alone can vanquith them, and
extinguifh the enchanted flame of the dead or glorious hand;
for a good and beauteous virgin is of more power than a hoft of
fpirits. I and my companions have leng mourned over the mif-
fortunes of Orou; for till thefe infernal and malicious fiends had
fafcinated him, the earth had few young men fo promifing. To
thee then, fair and excellent creature, is this charitable and
noble tafk affigned.”—¢¢ 1 hope I have the will, if I bave the
ability to do good,” replied Phebe; ¢ nor am I afraid of en-
countering fuch danger as a weak creature, like me, may fup-
port; but I am dependant on the will of auother. I muft not
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leave my mother’s houfe, without her knowledge; for that
would be wickednefs, and not virtue,”

She bhad fcarcely pronounced the laft word, when fhe heard
her mother and fifter at the door; and, inftead of a {ylph, faw
the fame old woman again at her fide, whom her charity had fo
lately relieved. She knew not what to think; fhe was ready to
imagine fhe had been in a dream ; fhe ran, however, to open the
door for her mother. ¢ Hey-day! indeed,” faid the fitter,
¢ what old beldame have you got here to keep you company ?
I {uppofe, you have been having your fortune told; but I am
afraid, it is not very good.”—¢ Bétter than thine will ever be,
Culot,” anfwered the old woman, and glided out of the houfe,
They needed not half this to fet them upon the patient fuffering
Phele; they both fell upon her, and, as they thought, beat her
moft unmercifully; but, to the aftonithment of Phebe, their
blows gave her no pain. They were not fatisfied with this ; her
filter infifted upon it, that fhe thould be in[tantly turned out of
doors; and the cruel and foolifh mcther complied with it.

Phebe could not forbear weeping at finding herfelf, thus
friendlefs and unknown, driven from her mother’s houfe. She
was even exceedingly affeéted at the thought of parting from
perfons who had treated her fo bafely. She comforted herfelf,
however, as well as fhe could. ¢ | am very able and willing to
work,”” thought fhe, ¢ and furely fome charitable good perfon
will give me a little food for my labor,”

She wandered along the firft path fhe took, without knowing
whither it led, till evening began to come on, and fthe was faint
with hunger; when, being come to an eminence, the fat her-
felt down, and turned round to take a laft look at the inhofpi-
table, yet refpected manfion, from which fhe was expelled. As
the looked down the lawn, fhe faw, with furprife, her favorite
cat, to which fhe had been always very kind, come trottin
after her.  Though Plebe feemed almoft callous to oppreflion
and misfortune, there was not a foul on earth more fufceptible
of gratitude and tendernefs; fhe burft into tears when fhe be.
held the faithful animal come purring by her fide, and looking
up, as if in pity of herfate. The cat feemed to be guided by a
fuperior inftiné ; there were three paths led from where her
miftrefs fat; fhe took one of them, and looked back, as if in-
viting Phete to follow ; which action fhe repeated feveral times.
Plebe, to whom no path had a peculiar preference, inclined to
that from the action of the animal. The cat had not gone far,
before fhe turned a little from the way to a bufh, and ftopped ;
then run back to meet her miftrefs, and went to the fame fpot.
This incited Plepe’s curiofity, and fhe followed to the buth,
Here fhe found a clean white napkin, and in it part of a very
fine capon, with fome good wheaten bread. Her feelings may
be eafily imagined ; fhe fat herfelf upon the bank, and divided
her treafure with her friend.

She prefently rofe from her repaft, and her cat ftill yan before,
as if to conduct her. They came prefently to a place where
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‘the ftile had been hedged up, to prevent paffengers from coming
that road; the cat turned down that fide of the hedge, and
found a clear gap. When they came into the next field, a
fierce bull ran bellowing, as foon as he faw Plebe, to attack
her; but the cat placed herfelf between them, and feemed to
fpit fire in his eyes; at which he was fo terrified and pained,
that he ran roaring away.

Darknefs now grew on apace, and there was neither town,
hamlet, nor houfe in view ; yet poor Phebe kept implicitly fol-
lowing her wary guide; fhe travelled on fcr fome time, till the
faw a light twinkle at a diftance, through the dufk of night, and
fhe was pleafed to find the path fhe was in feemed to point the
fame way. She continued her route, and prefently came to a
high-road that led toward the light, which now became more
diltin&, though yet far off. She quitted the ficlds; and a wild
and barren moor, without hedge or tree, lay before her. On
each hand were deep pits, bogs, and precipices, into which the
fmalleft deviation would for ever plunge her; but her faithful
cat kept juft before; and Phebe, trufting in the proteéion which
a righteous providence ever affords the innocent, fteadily pur-
fued her way. Clouds overfpread the horizon, the fiars were
hid, the vault of heaven was obfcured, thick night and dark-
nefs covered the earth ; the glimmering light, which till then
had been conftant in her view, difappeared, and meteors and
Will o’ the Wiips danced and glided around. A folitary far-off
fhout fhe fometimes heard, and fometimes piercing cries, as of
people fallen into the pits, or terrified with the dangers of the
night and place. To add to the terrors that furrounded her,
the generous animal that went before her, fcarcely at more than
a yard’s diftance, and which every moment kept turning its lu-
minous eyes, as if to light and guide its miftrefs, fuddenly tuin-
bled down a precipice, and, by its cries, gave Phebe, whofe
feet“were upon the very brink, warning of her danger, and its
own apparent deftruction.

Phebe was now at a total ftand; fhe durft not move a ftep
backward or forward, but remained fizxed ; and from her fair
eyes let fall two pearly tears, one for the feverity of her own
deftiny, and the other as a tribute of gratitude and regret to the
faithful creature that bad fuffered for her prefervation. While
{he ftood motionlefs, and looking (if fhe could be faid to look
on darknefs) down the abyfs into which her guide had fallen,
fhe beheld an apparition rife flowly from the bottom, holding a
lighted torch in its right hand, for it had but one; and when at
the furface of the pit, refted upon nothing, or upon thin air,
holding the torch between itfelf and Piebe, and looking fted-
faftly for the fpace of a minute in her face. Its vifage was of a
death-like pale, and piteous; it held vp the remains of its left
arm, as if to implore redrefs; and brandifhing 1ts torch, to
make it fhed a brighter light, it glided by, and ftood at fome
little diftance. Phebe beheld the fpeétre with terror, yet with
that refolution which virtue alone can give. She faw fhe had
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deviated a little from the high road; and, boldly taking advati-
tage of the occafion, regained her path, and followed the ap-
parition, which ftalked before her.

Her dreadful guide conducted her fafely over the moor, till
they came to an antique caftle furrounded by a moat. The
draw bridge was up, and the fpectre made a fudden ftop, as a
fignal for Plete to proceed no farther yet; it then ﬂ;imqu
acrofs the canal, and frait the maffy hinges of the portcullis
began to creak, and the bridge defcended with a weighty and
loud crafh, that echoed through the filnefs of the night, and
made the old vaulted caft]e reverberate with horror.  Phede he.
fitated to proceed. « Yet wherefore,” then faid {he to berfelf,
“fhould I fear? | am told, that 1 am to be the deliverer of a
noble knight from the power of demens ; they cannot injure
™Me; or, fay they could, fay they even could deprive me of life,
what have I in this world to regret, except a mother and a
fifter? And they have unkindly driven me from them ; they
think me unworthy to be known for their relation, Well then,
be it life or death, I will go on.”

he apparition and the torch were again before her; fhe fol-
lowed toward the caftle, and they entered the iron wicket,
which flew open at their approach. The courts and avenues
were vaft, and the fpectre led her a mazy, tedious, and difmal
route, through dark porticos and winding paffages, till they
came to a flight of ftone ftairs, fo narrow, that only one perfon
could pafs. The fpedre ftopped, turned toward Piese, and
with its dead €yes gave a look that feemed to fay, ¢ be firm ;"
then pointed to the ftairs, and vanifhed,
hebe was now in total darknefs, and courage and virtue be-
gan to fhudder at the remembrance of her fituation, However,
¢ fummoned up her ftrength, and with heroic fortitude afcen-
ded the narrow ftair cafe. She went up fo many fteps, and kept
{o continually winding, that at laft, with giddinefs and want of
breath, fhe was obliged to reft. She had fcarcely ftopped a mo-
ment, before fhe heard the clanking of chaing, and the foot-
fteps of one defcending, who fent forth at intervals the moft
painful and difinal groans. Her hair now ftood an end, her
blood ran cold, and ber heart fank within her; it was impofii-
le for any one to pafs, and the leaft oppofing body would pre-
cipitate her to the bottom. The groans and the clanking in-
creafed ; they feemed not three fteps diftant ; and her faculties
were frozen ‘with horror, when the place was inﬂantancouﬂy
illumined, ang fhe beheld the beauteous {ylph {uftaining a moft
dreadful combar with a monftrous demon, by which it feemed
to be almoft overpowercd. A voice at the fame time cried
aloud, ¢« gq forward. Yon only are in danger when you do not
proceed.”” She again called up her refolution, began to afcend,
and again was left ip filence and total darknefs,

She came at length to a little door, which opened with a
gentle pufh ; through this {he went, and found berfelf upon the
great flair-cafe, oppofite to a fuite of magnificent apartments,
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slluminated with large wax tapers; thefe fhe boldly entered,
pafled through feveral, and found each fucceeding one fuperior
to the laft, till fhe arrived in the grand faloon. Here, in the
centre, fhe beheld, upon a fuperb couch, Oroz, the enchanted
knight, lying entranced; over him hung fufpended in the air
the glorious hand; thatis to fay, a dead man’s hand prepared
by necromancy, dipped in magical oil, and each finger lighted
wp. But what amazed her moft, was to fee another being that
‘was in the exaé likenefs of the enchanted knight, except that
its features bore the marks of vice, which Oron’s did not. This
falfe knight was feated in a chair of ftate; around him were
placed his favorite demons, Bibo, Libido, Irafco, Nepo, and Super-
bo ; and facing him fat Moro, or Death, fantaftically drefled up
in the caft robes of the demons, each of which had a habit ex-
preflive of his proper charaéter. All the fervants, friends, and
relations of Oron, as well as himfelf, were caft in a profound
trance by the benumbing power of the glorious hand, except
that, at a certain hour, when all the reft of the world flept,
they were awakened by the demons, who delighted to torment
them, and efpecially the enchanted knight, at whom Dcath
grinned and fhook his dart; and whom the demons threatened
with future punifhments, while they tantalifed him for his im-
becillity in that he had not fufficient firength to refit the fafci-
nation of the glorious hand. The forms likewife of all the in-
habitants of the caftle were affummed by inferior fiends, accord-
ing to the vice to which each was addi¢ted ; for had not all of
them in fome degree fallen from virtue, no enchantment could
thus have held them in fubjetion.

At Phebe’s approach, the riots of the demons inftantly in part
fublided, and terror feized them as fhe farther advanced, Yet
they failed not to offer the temptations by the power of which
they had feduced and enchanted the rcft. Bibo prefented his
cup; Libido invited her to unchafte pleafures; Irafio would
have put a two-edged {word in her hand; Nepo offered to pour
gold and diamonds in her lap ; and Superbo took off the gilt
corouet he wore, and defired to place it upon her head ; but
the, fuperior to fuch delufions, moved fteadily toward the
couch where the kuight lay. The glorious hand burnt dim as
fhe drew near; the color revived in the cheeks of Oron, while
the phantom that refembled him grew ghaftly; her virgin breath
purified the air. The hand gradually defcended; its faint light
burnt blue, and fcarce caft a gleam ; and when, oppofite to her
choral lips, Phepe breathed upon it, the flame became totally
extiné, and the knight rofe from his enchanted couch.

Phebe’s virtues now met their proper reward. She became
the lady of the caftle, and the adored wife of Oron. Her mother
and fifter would bave humbled themfelves at her feet; but the
taught them to be virtuous, and took them to her bofom—thus
convincing the world, that a perfeverance in goodnefs mult af
Jaft conduct to happinefs,
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"THE PRINCESS HEBE.

ABOVE two thoufand years ago, there reigned over the
kingdom of Tonga a king, whofe name was Abdallah. He was
married to a young princefs, the danghter of a king of a neigh-
boring country, whofe name was Roufignon. Her beauty and
prudence engaged him fo farin affection to her, that every hour
he could pofiibly fpare from attending the affairs of his king-
dom he fpent in her apartment. They had a little daughter, to
whom they gave the name of Hete, who was the darling and
mutual care of both.

The king was quiet in his dominions, beloved by his fub-
jects, happy in his family, and all his days rolled on in calm
content and joy. The king’s brother Abdulham was alfo married.
to a young princefs, named 7Zrgpo, who in feven years had
brought him no children. And fhe conceived fo mortal a hatred
againft the queen (for fhe envied her the happinefs of the little
princefs Hele), that fhe refolved to do her fome mifchief, It
was impoflible for her, during the king’s life-time, to vent her
malice without being difcovered ; therefore, fhe pretended the
greateft relpect and fricudfhip for the unfufpecting queen.

While things were in this fituation, the king fell into a violent
fever, of which he died. During the time that the queen was in
the heighth of her affliGtion for him, and could think of nothing
but her lofs, the princefs Zropo took the opportuunity of putting
in execution her malicious intentions. She inflamed her huf-
band’s paffions, by fetting forth the meannefs of his fpirit, in
letting a crown be ravifhed from his head by a female intant;
till ambition feifed his mind, and he refolved to wield the
Tongian {ceptre himfelf. It was very eafy to bring this about 3
for, by his brother’s appointment, he was proteétor of the
realm, and guardian to the young princefs his niece ; and the
queen, taking him and the princefs his wife for her beft friends,
fufpected nothing of their defigns, but in a manner gave herfelf
up to their power,

The protector Abdulbam, having the whole treafure of the
kingdom at his command, was in poffeffion of the means to
malke all his {chemes fuccefsful; and the princefs Tropo, by la-
vifhly rewarding the inftruments of her treachery, contrived to
make it generaliy believed that the queen had poifoned her huf-
band; who was fo much beloved by his fubjedts, that the very
horror of the action, without any proof of her guilt, raifed
againft the poor unbappy queen a univerfal clamor, and a general
averfion throughout the whole kingdom. The princefs had fo
well laid ber {cheme, that the guards were to feife the queen,
and convey her to a place of confinement, till fhe could prove
her innocence ; which that the might never be able to do, proper
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care was taken, by procuring fufficient evidence to accufe her
on oath; and the princefs Hebe, her daughter, was to be taken
from her, and educated under the care of her uncle. But the
night before this cruel defign was to be put in execution, a faith-
ful attendant of the queen’s, named Loreta, by the affiftance
of one of the princefs Tropo’s confidants (who had profefled
himfelf her lover), difcovered the whole fecret; of which fhe
immediately informed her royal miftrefs.

The horrors which filled the queen’s mind at the relation of
the princefs Tropo’s malicious intentions were inexpreflible, and
her perturbation fo great, that fhe could not form any fcheme
that appeared probable to execute for her own prefervation. Lo-
retta told her, that the perfon who had given her this timely
notice, had alfo provided a peafant who knew the country, and
would meet her at the weftern gate of the city; and carrying
the princefs Hebe in his arms, would conduct her to fome place
of fafety; but the muft confent to put on a difguife, and efcape
that very night from the palace, or fhe would be loft for ever.
Horfes or mules, the faid, it would be impoflible to come at
without fufpicien; therefore fhe muft endeavor (though unufled
to fuch fatigue) to travel a-foot till fhe got herfelf concealed
in fome cottage from her purfuers, if her enemies fhould think
of endeavoring to find her out. Loresta offered to attend her
miftrefs, but fhe abfolutely forbade her going any farther than
to the weftern gate ; where delivering the little princefs Hebe
into the arms of the peafant, who was there waiting for them,
{he relu&tantly withdrew.

The good queen, who faw no remedy to this her terrible
difgrace, could have borne this barbarous ufage without much
repining, had fhe herfelf been the only fufferer by it; for the
lofs of the good king her hufband fo far exceeded all her other
misfortunes, that every thing elfe was trifling in comparifon of
{o dreadful an affli®ion. But the young princefs Hebe, whom
{he was accuftomed to look on as her greateft bleffing, now be-
came to her an obje@ of pity and concern; for, from being
heirefs to a throne, the poor infant, not yet five years old, was,
with her wretched mother, become a vagabond, and knew not
whither to fly for proteétion.

Loretta had prevailed on her royal miftrefs to take with her a
few little neccflaries, befide a fmall picture of the king, and
{fome of her jewels, which the queen contrived to hide under
her night-clothes, in the midft of that hair they were ufed to
adorn, when her loved hufband delighted to fee it difplayed in
flowing ringlets down her fnowy neck. This lady, during the
life of her fond hufband, was by his tender care kept from cvery
inclemency of the air, and preferved from every inconvenience
that it was poffible for human nature to fuffer. What mu. be
her condition now, when, through bye-paths and thorny ways,
{he was obliged to fly with all poffible fpeed, to efcape the fury
of her cruel purfuers; for the too well knew the mercilefs tem -
per of her enemies, to hope that they would not purfue her

D :
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with the utmoft diligence, efpecially as the was accompanied by
the young princefs ; whofe life was the principal caufe of thejr
difquiet, and whofe defiruction they chiefly aimed at,

The honeft peafant who carried the princefs in his arms, fol-
lowed the queen’s painful fteps ; and feeing the day begin to
break, he moft earneftly begged her, if pofiible, to haften on
to a wood which was not far off; where it was likely fhe might
find a place of fafety. But the aficted queen, at the fight of
the opening morn (which once ufed to fill her mind with rifing
Jjoy), burft iuto a fiood of tears; and, quite overcome with
grief and fatigue, caft herfelf on the ground, crying out, in the
moft affe¢ting manuer, “ the end of my misfortunes is at hand.
My weary limbs will no longer fupport me. My fpirits fail me,
In the grave only muft I feek for fhelter.”” The poor princefs,
feeing her mother in tears, caft her little arms about her neck,
and wept alfo, though fhe knew not why.

While fhe was in this deplorable condition, turning round
her bead, fhe faw behind her g little girl, no older in appearance
than the princefs Hebe; who, with an amiable and tranquil
countenance, begged her to rife and follow her, and fhe would
lead her where the might refrefh and repofe herfelf, The queen
was furprifed at the manner of fpeaking of this little child, as fhe
took her to be, but {oon thought it was fome kind fairy fent to
protect her; and was very ready to fubmit herfelf to her guid-
ance and protecion. : k

This little fairy (for fuch indeed was the little child who had
thus accofted her) then ordered the peafant to return back, and
faid that the would take care of the queen and her young daugh-
ter; and he, knowing her to be the good fairy Sybella, very
readily obeyed. Syéel/a then ftriking the ground three times
with a little wand, there fuddenly rofe up before them a neat
plain car, and a pair of milk-white horfes; and placing the
queen, with the princefs Hede in her lap, by her fide, the drove
with exceffive fwiftnefs full weftward for eight hours; when
(Jutt as the fun began to have power enough to make the queen
almoft faint with the heat, and her former fatigue) they arrived
at the fide of a fhady wood; upon entering of which, the
fairy made her horfes flacken their fpeed; and having travelled
about a mile and a half, through rows of elms and beech-trees,
they came to a thick grove of firs, in which there feemed to be
no entrance ; for there was not any opening to a path ; and the
underwood, confitting chiefly of rofe-bufhes, white-thorn, eglan-
tine, and other flowering {hrubs, was fo thick, that it appeared
impofiible to attempt forcing through them. But alighting out
of the car, which immediately difappeared,_the fairy, bidding
the queen follow her, pufhed her way through a large buth of
jeflamine, whofe tender branches gave way for their paflage,
and then clofed again, {o as to leave no traces of an entrance
into this charming grove.

Having got a little way through an extreme narrow path, they
cane into an opening, quite furrounded_by thefe firs and {weet



, THE PRINCESS HEBE. . ot
tinderwood, not very large, but in which was contained every
thing that is neceffary toward making life comfortable, At the
end of a green meadow was a plain neat houfe, built more for
convenience than beauty, fronting the rifing fun; and behind
it was a fmall garden, ttored only with fruits and ufeful herbs.
Sybella conducted her guelts into this her fimple lodging; and as
repofe was the chief thing neceffary for the poor fatigued queen,
fhe prevailed with her to lay down on a couch. Some hours
found fleep, which her wearinels induced, gave hera frefh fup-
ply of fpirits. The eafe, and faf-ty from her purfuers, in which
the then found herfelf, made her for a fhort time tolerably
compofed; and fhe begged the favor of knowing to whom fhe
was obliged for fo great a deliverance. But the fairy, feeing
her mind too unfettled to give any due attention to what {he
fhould fay, told her that {he would defer the relation of ber own
life (which was worth her obfervation) till fhe had obtained a
refpite from her own forrows; and in the mean time, by all
manner of endearing ways, {he endeavored to divert and amufe
her., The queen, after a fhort interval of calmnefs of miud,
occafioned only by her fo fudden efcape from the terrors of
purfuit, returned to her former dejeétion, and for fome time
inceffantly wept at the difmal thought that the princefs feemed
now, by this reverfe of fate, to be for ever excluded all hopes
of being feated on her father’s throne; and, by a ftrange per=-
verfe way of adding to her own grief, fhe afflicted herfelf the
more, becaufe the little princefs was ignorant of ber misfor-
tune; and whenever fhe faw her diverting herfelf with fome
childith plays, inftead of being pleafed with fuch her innocent
amufement, it added to her forrow, and made her tears gufh
forth in a larger ftream than ufual. She could not divert her
thoughts from the palace from which fhe had been driven, to
fix them on any other objet ; nor would her grief fufier her to
refle@, that it was poffible for the princefs to be happy without
acrown. At length time, the great cure of all ills, in fome
meafure abated her forrows; her grief began to fubfide; and,
fpite of herfelf, the reflection that her mifery was only in her
own fancy, would fometimes force itfelf on her mind. She
could not avoid feeing, that her little hoftefs enjoyed as perfect
a ftate of happinefs as is poflible to obtain in this world; that
fhe was free from anxious cares, undifturbed by reftlefs paf-
fions, and miftrefs of all things that could be of any ufe to make
life eafy or agreeable. The oftener this reflection prefented-it-
{elf to her thoughts, the more firength it gained; and at laft,
fhe could even bear to think that her beloved child might be as
bappy in fuch a fituation as was her amiable hoftefs. Her
countenance now grew more cheerful. She could take the prin-
cefs in her arms; and, thinking the jewels fhe had preferved
would fecure her from any fear of want, would look on her
with delight; and even began to imagine, that her future life
might be fpent in calm content and pleafure.

As foon as the voice of reafon had gained this power over the
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queen, Sybella told her, that, now her bofom was {o free from
paffion, the would relate the hiftory of her life. The queen,
overjoyed that her curiofity might now be gratified, begged her
not to delay giving her that Pleafure one moment ; on which our
Little fairy began i1 the following manner;—

“ My father was a magician. He married a lady for love,
whofe beauty far outfhone that of all ber neighbors ; and, by
means of that beauty, had fo great an influence over her hui-
band, that fhe could command the utmoft power of his art.
But better bad it been for her, had that beauty been wanting ;
for her power only ferved to make her wifh for more; and the
gratification of every defire begot a new ore, which often it was
impoffible for her ‘to gratify. My father, though he faw his
error in thus indulging her, could not attain freadinefs enough
of mind to mend it, nor acquire refolution enough to fuffer his
beloved wife once to grieve, or fhed a tear to no purpofe,
though in order to cure her of that folly which made her mi-
ferable. My grandfather fo plainly faw the temper and difpo-
fition of his fon toward women, that he did not leave him at
Tiberty to difpofe of his magic art to any but his pofterity, that
it might not be in the power of a wife to teaze him out of it.
But his caution was to very little purpofe ; for although my
mother could not from herfelf exert any magic power, yet
Jfuch was her unbounded influence over her hufband, that fhe
was {ure of fuccefs in every attempt to perfuade him to gratify
her defires; for if cvery argument fhe could invent happened to
fail, yet the fhedding but one tear was a certain method to
prevail with him to give up his reafon, whatever might be the
confequence. When my father had been married about 2 year,
fhe was brought to bed of a daughter, to whom fhe gave the
name of Brunetta. Her firft requeft to my father was, that he
won'd endow the infant with as much beauty as the herfelf was
poflciled of, and beftow on her as much of his art as fhould
enable her to fucceed in all her defigns. My father forefaw the
dreadful tendency of granting this requeft, but faid he would
give it with thig reftriction, that fhe fhould fucceed in all her
defigns that were not wicked ; ¢ for,” faid he, ¢ the fuccefs of
wicked defigns alyrays turns out as a punifhment to the perfon
fo fucceeding.” In this refolution he held for three days; till
my mother, being weak in body after her lying-in, worked her-
felf with her violent paflions to fuch a degree, that the phyfi-
cians told my father they defpaired of her life, unlefs fome' me-
thod could be found to make her mind more calm and ealy.
His fondnefs for his wife would not fuffer him to bear the idea
of lofing her; and the horror with which that apprehenfion had
but for a moment poffefled his mind, prevailed with him to be-
ftow on the little Brunesta (though he forefaw it would make her
miferable) the fatal gift in its full extent. But one refiriction it
was out of his power to take off; namely, that all wicked de-
figns ever could and fhould be rendered ineffe@ual by the virtue
and perfeverance of thofe againft whom they were intended, if
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they in a proper manner exerted that virtue. T was born in
two years after Brunetia, and was called Sybella. But my mo-
ther was fo taken up with her darling Brunetta, that fhe gave
herfelf not the leaft concern about me; and I was left wholly to
the care of my father., In order to make the gift fhe had ex-
torted from her fond hufband as fatal as poffible to her favorite
child, fhe took care in her education, by endeavoring to culti-
vate in her the fpirit of revenge and malice againft thofe who
had in the leaft degree offended her, to turn her mind to all
manner of mifchief; by which means fhe lived in a continual
paffion. My father, as foon as I could hearken to reafon, told
me of the gift he had conferred on my fifter; faid, he could not
retra& it; and therefore, if fhe had any mifchievous defigns
againft me, they muft in fome meafure fucceed; but he would
endow me with a power fuperior to this gift of my fifter’s, and
likewife fuperior to any thing elfe that he was able to beftow;
which was, ftrength and conftancy of mind to bear patiently
any injuries I might receive; and this was a firength, he faid,
which would not decay, bnt rather increafe, by every new ex-
ercife of it. And, to fecure me in the pofieffion of this gift, be
likewife gave me a perfect knowledge of the true value of every
thing around me; by which means I might learn, whatever
outward accidents befel me, not to lofe the greateft blefling in
this world; namely, acalm and contented mind. He taught
me fo well my duty, that I cheerfully obeyed my mother in all
things, though fhe feldom gave me a kind word, or even a kind
look; for my fpiteful fifter was always telling her fome lies to
make her angry with me. But my heart overflowed with gra-~
titude to my father, that be fhould give me leave to love him,
while he inftructed me that it was my duty to pay him the
moft {trié obedience. Brunetta was daily encouraged by her
mother to ufe me ill, and chiefly becaufe my father loved mej
and although fhe fucceeded in all her defigns of revenge on me,
yet was fhe very uneafy, becaufe fhe could not take away the
cheerfulnefs of my mind ; for I bore with patience whatever
happened to me. And fhe would often fay, ¢ muft I, with all
my beauty, power, and wifdom (for fo fhe called ber low cun-
ning), be fuffering perpetual uneafinefs? And fhall you, who
have neither beauty, power, nor wifdom, pretend to be happy
and cheerful? Then would fhe cry and ftamp, and rave like
2 mad creature, and fet her invention at work to make her mo-
ther beat me, or lock me up, or take fome of my beft clothes
to give to her; yet could not her power extend to vex my
mind. And this ufed to throw her again into fuch paffions, as
weakened her health, and greatly impaired her fo much boafted
beauty. In this manner we lived; till on a certain day, after
Rrunetta had been in one of her rages with me for nothing, my
father came in, and chid her for it; which when my mother
heard, fhe threw herfelf into fuch a violent paffion, that her
hufband could not pacify her; and, being big with child, the
convulfions, caufed by her paffions, brought her to the grave,
D3
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Thus my father loft her, by the fame uncontroulable exceffes,
to preferve from the fatal effe@s of which, he had before ruined
his daughter. He did not very long furvive her 5 but before he
died, he gave me a little wand, ‘which, by ftriking three times
on the ground, he faid, would at each time produce me any
neceflary or convenience of life, either for myfelf, or the affift-
ance of others. And this he gave me, becaufe he was very fen=
fible, he faid, that as foon as he was dead, my fifter would ne-
ver reft till the had got from me both his caftle, and every thing
that I had belonging to me in it. But,” continued be, ¢ when-
€ver you are driven from thence, bend your-courfe directly into
the pleafant wood Ardella; there ftrike with your wand, and
every thing you want will be provided for you. But keep this
wand a profound fecret, or Brunetra will get it from you; and
then (though you can never, while you preferve your patience,
be unhappy) you will not have it in your power to be of fo
much ufe as you would wifh to be, to thofe who fhall ftand in
need of your affiftance.’ Saying thefe words, he expired, as I
kueeled by his bed-fide, attending his laft commands, and be-
wailing the lofs of fogood a father. In the midft of this our
diftrefs, we fent to my uncle Sochus, my father’s brother, to
come to us, and affit us in an equal divifion of our deceafed fa-
ther’s effe@s. But my filter foon contrived to make him be.
lieve that I was the wickedeft girl alive, and had always fet my
father againft her by my art, which fhe faid I pretended to cal}
wifdom ; and, by feveral handfome prefents, fhe foon perfuaded
him (for he did not cave a farthing for either of us) to join with
her in faying, that as {he was the eldeft fifter, fhe had a full
right to the caftle, and every thing init; but fhe told me I wag
very welcome to ftay there, and live with her, if I pleafed; and
while I bebaved myfelf well, fhe fhould be very glad of my com-
pany. As it was natural for me to love cvery one that would
give me leave tolove them, T was quite overjoyed at this kind
offer of my fifter’s, and never once thought on the treachery fhe
had been fo lately guilty of. And I have fince reflected, that
bappy was it for me, heér paflion was {0 much uppermoft with
her, that the tould not execute aiy plot which required a dif-
fimulation of any long continuance ; for had her good humor
lafted but one four-and-twenty hours, ’tis very probable that I
thould have opened my whole heart to her; fhould bave endea-
vored to begin a friendthip with her, and perhaps have betrayed
the fecret of my wand. But juft as it was {fun-fet, fhe came
into the room where I was, in the moft violent paffion in the
world, acculing me to my uncle of great ingratitude to her ge-
nerofity in fuffering me to live in her caftle. She faid, that {he
had found me out, and that my crimes wiere of the blackeft
« dye, although fhe would not tell me cither what they were, or
who were my accufers.  She would not give me leave to peak,
cither to afk what my offence was, or to Juttify my innocence.
Aud I plainly perceived, that her pretended kindnefs was only
defigned to make my difappointment the greater; and that the
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was now determined to find me guilty, whether I pleaded, or
not. And after the had raved on for fome time, fhe faid to me
with a {neer, ¢fince you have always boafted of your calm and
contented mind, you.may now .try to be contented this night
with the {oftnefs of the grafsfor your bed ; for here, in my caf-
tle, you fhall not ftay one moment longer.” So faying, fhe and
my uncle led me .to the outer court; and, thrufting me with all
their force from-them, they fhut up the gates, bolting and bar-
ring them as clofe as if to keep out a giant, and left me at that
time of night friendlefs, and, asthey:thought, deftitute of any
kind of {upport. I then remembered my dear father’s laft
words, and made what bafte I could to this wood, which is not
above a mile diftant from the caftle; and being, as I thought,
about the middle of it, I ftruck three times with my wand, and
immediately up rofe this grove of trees, which you fee; this
houfe, and all the other conveniences, which I now enjoy; and
getting that very night into this my plain and eafy bed, I en-
joyed as {weet a repofe as ever I did in my life, only delayed,
indeed, a fhort time, by afew fighs for the lofs of fo good a
parent, and the unhappy ftate of a felf-tormented fifter, whofe
flumbers, I fear, on a bed of down were more reftlefs and in-
terrnpted that night than mine would have been, even had not
my father’s prefent of the wand prevented e from the neceflity
of ufing the bed of grafs, which fhe, in her wrath, allotted me.
In this grove, which I call Placid Growe, is contained all that I
want; and ’tis fo well fecured from any invaders, by the thick
briars and thorns which furround it, having no entrance but
through that tender jeffamine, that I live in no apprebenfions
of any difturbance, though fo near my fitter’s caftle. Once, in~-
deed, fhe came with a large train, and, while I was afleep, fet
fire to the trees all around me; when waking, I found myfelf
fuffocated with fmoke, the flames baving reached one part of
my houfe. I flarted from my bed; and ftriking on the ground
three times with my wand, there came {uch a quantity of watey
from the heavens as foon extinguifthed the fire; and the next
morning, by again having recourfe to my wand, all things grew
up into their convenient and proper order. When my fifter
found that I had fuch a fupernatural power at my command,
though fhe knew not what it was, fhe defifted from ever at-
tempting any more by force to difturb me; and now only ufes
all forts of arts and contrivances to deceive me, or any perfons
whom I would wifh to fuccor. One of my father’s daily leflons
to me was, that I fhould never omit any one day of my life en-
deavoring to be as ferviceable as I poflibly could to any perfon in
diftrefs. I daily wander, as far as my feet will carry me, in
fearch of any fuch; and hither I invite them to peace and calm
contentment. But my father added allo this command, that I
{hould pever endeavor doing any farther good to thofe whom
adverfity bhad pot taught to hearken to the voice of reafon,
enough to enable them fo to conquer their paflions, as not to
think themfelves miferable in a fate retreat from noife and cons
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fafion. This was the reafon I could not gratify you in relating
the hiftory of my life, while you gave way to raging paffions,
which only ferve to blind your eyes, and thut your ears from
truth. But now, great queen (for I know your ftate, from
what you vented in your grief), I am ready to'endow this little
princefls with any gift in my power, that I know will tend really
to do her good. And I hope, your experience of the world has
made you too reafonable to require any other.”

The queen confidered a little while, and then defired Sybella
‘to endow the princefs with that only wifdom which would ena-
‘ble her to fee and follow what was her own true good, to know
the value of every thing around her, and to be fenfible, that
following the paths of goodnefs, and performing her duty, was
the only road to content and happinefs.

Sybella was overjoyed at the queen’s requeft, and immediately
granted it; only telling the princefs Hebe, that it was abfolutely
neceffary toward the attainment of this great blefling, that fhe
thould entirely obey the queen her mother, without ever pre-
tending to examine her commands ; ¢ for true obedience,” faid
ihe, ¢ confifts in fubmiffion; and when we pretend to choofe
what commands are proper and fit for us, we do not obey, but
fet up our own wifdom, in oppofition to our governors. This,
my dear Hebe, you muft be very careful of avoiding, if you
would be happy.” She then cautioned her againft giving way
to the perfuafions of any of the young fhepherdefles thereabout,
who would endeavor to allure her to difobedience, by ftriving
to raife in her mind a defire of thinking herfelf wife, while they
‘were tearing from her what was indeed true wifdom. ¢ For,”
faid Sybella, ¢ my fitter Brunetta, who lives in the caftle fhe
drove me from, about a mile from this wood, endows young
thepherdefies with great beauty, and every thing that is in ap-
pearance amiable, and likely fo perfuade, in order to allure
away, and make wretched, thofe perfons I would preferve.
And all the wifdom with which I have endowed the princefs
Hebe, will not prevent her falling into my fifter’s fnares, if fhe
gives the leaft way to temptation ; for my father’s gift to Bry-
neita, n her infancy, enables her, as T told you, to fucceed in
all ber defigns, except they are refifted by the virtue of the per-
fon fhe is pra&ifing againft. Many poor wretches has my fifter
already decoyed away from me, whom fhe now keeps in her
caftle; where they live in fplendor, and feeming joy; but in real
muifery, from perpetual jars and tumults, raifed by envy, ma-
lice, and all the train of tumultuous and tormenting pafifions.”

‘The princefs Hebe faid, the doubted not but fhe fhould be
able to withftand any of Brunetta’s temptations. Her mother,
interrupting her, cried out, ¢ Oh, my dear child! though you
are endowed with wifdom enough to direét you in the way to
virtue; yet, if you grow conceited and proud of that wifdom,
and fancy yourfelf above temptation, it will lead you into the
worft of all evils.” Here the fairy interpofed, and told the
princefs, that if fhe would always carefully obferve and obey
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her mother, who had learned wifdom in that beft fchool, ad-
verfity, fhe would then indeed be able to withftand and over-
come every temptation ; and would likewife be happy herfelf,
and able to difpenfe happinefs to all around her. Nothing was
omitted by the fairy to make this retirement agreeable to her
royal guefts. They had now paffed feven years in this delighful
grove, in perfeét peace and tranquillity; when one evening, as
they were walking in the pleafant wood which furrounded their
habitation, they obferved, under the thade, and leaning againft
the bank of a large oak, a poor old man, whofe limbs were wi-
thered and decayed, and whofe eyes were hollow, and funic
with age and mifery. They ftopped as foon as they faw hia,
and heard bim in the anguifh of his heart, with a loud groa,
utter thefe words :—¢ When will my forrow end? Where fhall
I find the good fairy Sybella 2*’ The fairy immediately begged to
know his bufinefs with her; and faid, if his forrows would end
on finding Sybella, he might fet his heart at eafe; for fhe now
ftood before him, and veady to ferve hifm, if his diftretics were
fuch as would admit of relief, and be could prove himfeif
worthy of her friendfhip. The old man appeared greatly over-
joyed ‘at having found the fairy, and immediately began the
following ftory i=— :
< I live from hence a thoufand leagues. All this tirefome way
have I come in fearch of you. My whole life has been fpent in-
amaffing wealth, to enrich one o = fon, whom I doated on to
diftraction. 1t is now five years fince I have given him up all
the riches T had labored to get, only to make him happy. But,
alas! how am I difappointed! His wealth enables him to.com-
mand whatever this world produees; and yet the pooreft crea-
ture that begs his bread, cannot be more miferable. He fpends
his days in riot and luxury; has more {laves and attendants than
wait in the palace of a prince; and ftill he fighs from morning
till night, becaufe he fays there is nothing in this world worth
living for. All his dainties only fate bis palate, and grow irk-
fome to his fight. He daily changes his opinion of what is
pleafure; and on the trial finds none that he can call fuch; and
then falls to fighing again, for the emptinefs of all that he has
enjoyed. So that, inftead of being my delight, and the com-
fort of my old age, fleeplefs nights, and anxious days, are all
the rewards of my pait labors for him. But I have bad many
vifions and dreams to admonifa me, that if T would venture
with my old frame to travel bither a-foot, in fearch of the fairy
Sybella, the had a glafs, which if fhe fhowed him, he would be
cured of this dreadful melancholy; and I have borne the labor
and fatigue of coming this long tirefome way, that I may not
breathe my laft with the agonizing reflection, that all the labors .
of my life have been thrown away. But what fhall I fay, to
engage you to go with me? Can riches tempt, or praife allure
you == No,” anfwered the fairy, * neither of them has the
power to move me. ButI compaflionate your age; and if [
thought I could fucceed, would not refufe you. The glafs
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nor ever can be, fatisfatory, I can be of no fort of ufe to him.
And know, old man, that the punifhment you now feel is ?he
natural refult of your not having taught him this from his in-
fancy; for, inftead of heaping up wealth, to allure him to feck
for happinefs from fuch deceitful means, you thould have taught
him, that the only path to it was to be virtuous and good.”

The old man faid, he heartily repented of his conduét; and
on his knees fo fervently implored Sybella’s afliftance, that at
laft fhe confented to g0 with him, Then ftriking on the ground
three times with her wand, the car and horfes rofe up; and
placing the old man by her, after taking leave of the queen, and
begging the princefs Hebe to be careful to guard againft all
temptations to difobedience, fhe fet out on her journey.

_ The queen and 'the princels remained, by the fairy’s defire,
in her habitation, during her abfence. They fperit their time in
ierenity and content ; the princefs daily improving herfelf in
wifdom and goodnefs, by hearkening to her mother’s inftruc-
tions, and obeying all her commands; and the queen, in ftudy-
Ing what would be of moft ufe to her child. ~ She had now for-
got her throne ang palace, and defired no more than her prefent
peaceful retreat, Qpe morning, as they were fitting in a little
arbor at the corper of a pr=.ifant meadow, on a fudden they
beard a voice, much {weeter than they had ever heard before,
warble through 3 fong. The queen was all attention ; and at
the end of the fong fhe gazed around her, in hopes of feeing the
perfon, whofe enchanting voice the had been fo eagerly liftening
to; when fhe efpied a young fhepherdefs, not much older than
Hebey hut pofleffeq of fuch uncommon and dazzling beauty,
that it was fome time before fhe could difengage her eyes from
{0 agreeable an object. As foon as the young fhepherdefs found
herfelf obferved, fhe feemed modeftly to offer to withdraw;
but the queen begged her not to go till the had informed them
who fhe was, that, "with fuch a commanding afpe@®, had fo
much engaged them in her favor. The fhepherdefs coming for-
ward, with a bafhful blufh, and profound obeyfance, anfwered
that her name wag Rozella, and fhe was the daughter of a neigh-
boring thepherd ang fhepherdefs, who lived about a quarter of
a mile from thence; and, to confefs the truth, the had wan-
dered thither, in hopes of feeing the young ftranger, whofe
fame for beauty and wifdom had filled all that country round.
he princefs Hebe, well-knowing of whom fhe fpoke, con-
ceived from that moment fuch an inclination for her acquaint-
ance, that fhe begged her to ftay and fpend the whole day with
them in Placid Grgopp. Here the queen frowned upon her; for
the had, by the fairy’s defire, charged her never to bring any
oune, without her permiflion, into that peaceful grove. The
young Rozella anfwered, that nothing could be more agreeable
to her inclirrations; but the muft be at home by noon, for fo in
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the morning had her father commanded her, and never yet in her
life had {he either difputed or difobeyed her parents commands.
Here the young princefs looked on her mother with eyes ex-
preflive of her joy, at finding a companion, which fhe, and
even the fairy herfelf, could not difapprove.

When Rozella took ber leave, fhe begged the favor, that the
little Hebe (for fo fhe called her, not knowing her to be a prin-
cefs) might come to her father’s {fmall cottage, and there par-
take fuch homely fare as it afforded~—a welcome, fhe faid, fhe
could infure her; and though poor, yet from the honefty of her
parents, who would be proud to entertain {o rare a beauty, fhe
was certain no fort of harm could happen to the pretty Hebe,
from fuch a friendly vifit; and fhe would be in the fame place
again to-morrow, to meet her, in hopes, as fhe faid, to con-
duét ber to her humble habitation,

When Rozella was gone, the queen, though highly poffefled
in ber favor, both by her beauty and modeft behavior, yet pon-
dered fome time on the thought, whether or no fhe was a fit
companion for her daughter. She remembered what Sybel/a
had told her, concerning Brunetta’s adorning young fhepher-
deflfes with beauty, and other excellences, only to enable them
the better to allure and intice others into wickednefs. Rozella’s
beginning her acquaintance too with the princefs, by flattery,
had no good afpeét; and the fudden effect it bad upon her, fo
as to make her forget, or wilfully difobey, her commands, by
inviting Rozella to Placid Grove, were circumftances which
greatly alarmed her. But, by the repeated entreaties of the
princefs, fhe gave her confent that fhe thould meet Roze//a the
next day, and walk with her in that meadow, and in the wood,
but upon no account fhould fhe go home with Roze//a, or bring
Rozella back with her. The queen then, in gentle terms, chid
the princefs for her ipvitation to the young fhepherdefs, which
was contrary to an abfolute command ; and faid, * you muft,
my dear Hebe, be very careful to guard yourfelf extremely well
againtt thofe temptations which wear the face of virtue. I
know, that your fudden affetion to this apparent good girl,
and your defire of her company, to partake with you the inno-
cent pleafures of this happy place, arife from a good difpofition.
But where the indulgence of the moft laudable paffion, even
benevolence and compafiion itfelf, interferes with, or runs con-
tre to your duty, you muft endeavor to fupprefs it; or it will
fare with you, as it did with that hen, who, thinking that fhe
heard the voice of a little duckling in diftrefs, flew from her
young ones, to go and give it affiftance; and, following the
cry, came at laft to a hedge, out of which jumped a fubtle and
wicked fox, who bad made that noife to deceive her, and de-
voured ber in an inftant. = A kite at the fame time, taking ad-
vantage of her abfence, carried away, one¢ by one, all her little
innocent brood, robbed of that parent who fhould have been
their protector.”

The princefs promifed her mother, that fhe would punctually
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obey all her commands, and be very watchful and obfervant of
every thing Rozella faid and did, till fhe had approved herfelf
" worthy of ber confidence and friendfhip. The queen the next
morning renewed her injunélions to her daughter, that fhe
fhould by no means go farther out of the wood than into the
meadow, where fthe was to meet Rozella; and that fhe fhould
give her a faithful account of all that might pafs between them.,

They met, according to appointment, and the young princefs
brought home fo good an account of their converfation, which
the queen imagined would help to improve, rather than feduce
Aher, that fhe indulged her in the fame pleafure as often as {he
atked it. They paffed fome hours every day in walking round
that delightful wood, in which were many fmall green mea-
«lows, with little rivulets running through them ; on the banks
of which, covered with primrofes and violets, Rozella, by the
dide of her {weet companion, ufed to fing the moft enchanting
fongs in the world; the words were chiefly in praife of inno-
«cence and a country life.

The princefs came home every day more and more charmed
with her young fhepherdefs; and recounted, as near as fhe
could remember, every word that had pafled between them.
The queen very highly approved of their manner of amufing
themfelves; but again enjoined her to omit nothing that paffed
in converfation, efpecially if it had the leaft tendency toward
alluring her from her duty.

One day, as the princefs and her companion were walking
alone, and talking, as ufual, of their own happy ftate, and the
princefs was declaring how much her own happinefs was owing
to her thorough obedience to her mother, Rozella, with a tone
of voice as if half in jeft, faid, < but don’t you think, my little
Hebe, that if I take a very great pleafure in any thing that will
o me no hurt, though it is forbidden, I may difobey my pa-
rents in enjoying it, provided I don’t tell them of it to vex them
with the thought that I have difobeyed them? And then, my
dear, what harm is done ?’—‘ Great harm,” anfwered the
princefs, looking grave, and half angry, ““I am afthamed to
hear you talk fo, Rozella. Are you not guilty of treachery, ag
well as difobedience? Neither ought you to determine, that no
barm is done, becaufe you do not feel the immediate effects of
your tranfgreflion; for the confequence may be out of our nar-
row uncxperienced view. And I have been taught, whenever
my mother lays any commands on me, to take it for granted
fhe has fome reafons for fo doing; and I obey her, without ex-
amining what thofe reafons are; otherwife, it would not be
obeying her, but fetting up my own wifdom, and doing what
the bade me, only when I thought proper.”’

They held a long argument on this head, in which Roxeiia
made ufe of many a fallacy to prove her point; but the princefs,
as {be had not yet departed from truth, nor failed in her duty,
could not be impofed upon. Rozella, feeing every attempt to
perfuade her was in vain, turned all her paft difcourfe into a
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jeft; faid fhe had only a mind to try her, ‘and was overjoyed te
find her fo fteady in the caufe of truth and virtue. The princefs

‘refumed her cheerfulnefs and good humor. Rozella {ung her a
fong in praife of conftancy of mind, and they paffed the time
they ftaid there together juft as they ufed to do.

But juft before they parted, Rozella begged fhe would not
tell ber mother of the firft part of the converfation that had
paffed between them. The princefs replied, that it would be
breaking through one of her mother’s commands; and there-
fore fhe dared not grant her requeft. ¢ Then,” faid Rozella,
< here I muft for ever part with my dear little Hebe. Your mo-
ther, not knowing the manner in which I {poke, will have am
ill opinion of me, and will never truft you again in my compa-
ny. Thus will you be torn from me; and my lofs will be ir-
veparable.”” Thefe words fhe accornpanied with a flood of
tears, and fuch little tendernefles, as quite melted the princefs
into tears alfo. But fhe ftill faid, that fhe could not dare to
conceal from her mother any thing that had happened, though
{he could not but own, fhe believed their feparation would be
the confequence. ¢ Well then,” cried Rozella, « 1 will en-
deavor to be contented, as our feparation will give you lefs
pain than what you call this mighty breach of your duty. And
though I would willingly undergo almoft any torments that
could be invented, rather than be debarred one moment the
company of my deareft Hele; yet willI not expect that fhe
fhould fuffer the fmalleft degree of pain or uneafinefs, to fave
me from lofing what is the whole pleafure of my life.”

The princefs could not bear the thought of appearing un-
grateful to fuch a warm friendfhip as Rozella exprefled, and,
without farther hefitation, promifed to conceal what fhe had
faid, and to undergo any thing, ratber than lofe fo amiable a
friend, After this, they parted. But when the princefs en-
tered the grove, fhe did not, as ufual, run with hafte and joy
into the prefence of ber indulgent mother, for her mind was
difturbed. She felt a confcious fhame on feeing her, and turned
away her face, as wanting to fhun the piercing look of that eye,
which fhe imagined would fee the fecret lurking in her bofom.
Her mother obferved with concern ber downcaft look, and
want of cheerfulnefs; and afking her what was the matter, fhe
anfwered her walk had fatigued her, and {he begged early to
retire to reft. Her kind motber confented; but little reft had
the poor princefs that whole night; for the fear of having her

sind touched with guilt, and the fear the was under of lofing
her dear companion, kept her thoughts in one continued tu-
mult and confufion. The fairy’s gift now became her curfe;
for the power of feeing ‘what was vight, as fhe had acted con-
trary to her knowledge, only tormented her.

She haftened the next morning to meet Rozella, and told her
all that had paffed in her own mind the pieceding night; de-
«claring, that fhe would not pals fuch another for the whole
world ; but yet would not dilf"pcnl’c with her promife to her,
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without her confent ; and therefore came to afk her leave to ac-
quaint her good mother with all that had paffed; ¢ for,” faid
fhe, ““my dear Roxellz, we muft, if we would be happy, do
always what is right, and truft for the confequences.””  Here
Rozella drew her features into the moft contemptuous fneer ima-
ginable, and faid, ¢ pray, what are all thefe mighty pains you
have fuffered? Ave they not owing ouly to your want of fenfe
enough to know, that you can do your mother no harm, by
concealing from her this, or any thing elfe that will vex her?
And, my dear girl, when you have once entered into this way
of thinking, and have put this blind duty out-of your head, you
will fpend 1o more fuch reftlefs nights, which you muft fee was
entirely owing to your own imaginations,”’

This ftartled the princefs to fuch a degree, that fhe was
breaking from her; but, putting ona more tender air, Rozella
cried, ‘“and can you then, my dear Hebe, determine to give
me up for fuch a trifling confideration 2’ Then, raifing her
voice again in a haughty manner, fhe faid, ¢ I ought indeed to
defpife and laugh at you for your folly, or at beft pity your ig-
norance, rather than offer a fincere friendfhip to oné {o unde-
ferving.*’

The princefs, having once fwerved from her duty, was now
in the power of every paffion that fhould attack her.” Pride and
indignation, at the thoughts of being defpifed, bore more {way
with ber than either her duty or affeétion to her fond mother;
and fhe was now determined, fhe faid, to think for herfelf, and
make ufe of her own underftanding, which fhe was convinced
would always teach her what was right. Upon this Rozella took
her by the hand, and, with tears of joy, faid, ¢ now, my
deareft girl, you are really wife, and cannot therefore, accord-
ing to yeur own rule, fail of being happy. But to fhow that
you are in earneft in this refolution, you fhall this morning go
home with me to my father’scot. It is not far off, and you
will be back by the time your mother expects you; and as that
will be obeying the chief command, it is but concealing from
her the thing that would vex her, and there will be no harm
done.” Here a ray of truth broke in Upon our young princefs ;
but as a falfe fhame, and fear of being laughed at, had now got
poflefiion of ker, fhe, with a foft figh, confented,

Rozella led the way. But juft as they were turning round the
walk ‘which leads out of the wood, a large ferpent darted from
‘one fide out’ of a thicket, direélly between them; and turning
its hiffing mouth toward the princefs, as feeming to make after
ber, fhe fled haftily back; ‘and ran with all fpeed toward the
grove, and, panting for breath, flew into the arms of her ever
kind proteétrefs. Her mother was valtly terrified to fee her
tremble, and look fo pale; and, as foon as fhe was a little reco-
vei'éd, afkdd <her the occafion of her fright ; and added, with
tears runiing down her checks, I am afraid, my dear Hebe,
fome” fad diftaller has befellen you'; for indeed, my child, I
faw but too plainly laft night—"’ .
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Here the princefs was fo ftruck with true fhame and confufion
for her paft behavior, that the fell down upon her knees, con-
£oTed the whole truth, and implored forgivenef(s for her fault.

The queen kindly raifed her up, kiffed, and forgave her. ¢I
am overjoyed, my dear child,” faid fhe, ¢ at this your {fweet
repentance, though the effet of mere accident, asit appears;
but fent, without doubt, by fome good fairy, to fave you from
defiruction. And I hope you are thoroughly convinced, that
the {erpent which drove you home was not half fo dangerous as
the falfe Roxella.”’

The princefs an{wered, that fhe was thoroughly fenfible of
the dangers the had avoided;; and hoped, fhe fhould never again,
by her own folly and wickednefs, deferve to be expofed to the
danger from which fhe had fo lately efcaped. Some days palied,
without the princefs offering to ftir out of the grove; and in that
time fhe gave a patient and willing ear to all her mother’s in-
firu@tions, and feemed thoroughly fenfible of the great deliver-
ance {he had lately experienced. Dut yet there appeared i ber
countenance an uneafinefs, which the queen, wilhing to remove,
atked her the caufe. ¢ It is, dear madam,” anfwered the
princefs, ¢ becaufe I have notyct had it in my power to convince
you of my repentance, which, though I know it to be fincere,
you have had no proof of, but in words only; and, indeed,
my heart longs for an occafion to fhow you, that I am now able
to refilt any allusement which would tempt mc from my duty;
and T cannot be eafy till you have given me an opportunity of
thowing you the firmnefs of my refolution; and if you will
give me leave to take a walk in the wood alone this evening, 1
fhall return to you with pleafure, and will promife not to ex-
ceed any bounds that you fhall prefcribe.”’

The queen was not much pleafed with this requeft; but the
princefs was fo earneft with her to grant it, that fhe could pot
well refufe, without feeming to fufpect her fincerity 5 which fhe
did not, but only feared for her fafety 5 and, giving her a ftrick
charge not to ftir out of the wood, or to fpeak to the falfe Ro-
=ella, {he reluétantly gave her confent.

The princefs walked through all the flowery labyrinths, in
which {he had fo often ftrayed with Roze//a; but fhe was o
fhocked with the thoughts of her wickednefs, that fhe bardly
gave a figh for the lofs of a companion once fo dear to her, And,
as a proof that her repentance was fincere, though fhe heard
Rozella finging in an arbor (purpofely perbaps to decoy her),
fhe turned away without the leaft emotion, and went quite to
the other fide of the wood 3 where, looking into the meadow,
in which fhe firft bebeld her falfe friend, fhe faw a girl, about
her own age, leaning againft a tree, and crying moft bitterly.
But the moment fhe came in fight, the young fhepherdefs (for
fuch fhe appeared to be) cried out, ¢¢O help, dear young
lady, help me; for I am tied to thistree, by the fpiteful con-
trivance of a wicked young fhepherdefs, called Rox¢lla. My
Lands too, you fee, are tied behind me, fo that I cannot myfelf
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unioofe the knot; and if T am not releafed, here muft I lie all
night; and my wretched parents will break their hearts for fear
fome accident fhould have befallen their only child, their poor
unhappy Florimel.”

" The princefs, hearing her fpeak of Rozella in this manner,
had no fufpicion of her being one of that falfe girl’s deluding
companions ; but rather thought that fhe was a fellow-fufferer
with berfelf; and therefore, without any confideration of the
bounds preferibed, fhe haftened to relieve her, and even thought
that fhe thould have great pleafure in telling her mother that
fhe had faved a poor young fhepherdefs from Rozel/a’s malice,
and reftored her to ber fond parents. But as foon as fhe had
unloofed the girl from the tree, and unbound her hands, in-
ftead of receiving ‘thanks for what fhe had done, the wicked
Florimel burft into a laugh; and fuddenly {natching from the
princefs’s fide her father’s picture, which fhe always wore hang-
Ing in a ribband, fhe ran away with it, as faft as fhe could, over
the meadow,

The princefs was fo aftonifhed at this frange piece of ingrati-
tude and treachery, and was fo alarmed for fear of lofing what
the knew her mother fo highly valued, that, hardly knowing
what fhe was about, the purfued Florime! with all her fpeed;
begging and entreating her not to bereave her fo bafefully and
ungratefully of that pi&ure, which fhe would not part with for
the world. But it was all to no purpofe; for Florimel continued
her flight, and the princefs her purfuit, till they arrived at Bry-
netia’s caftle-gate 5 where the fairy berfelf appeared, drefled
and adorned in the moft becoming manner; and, with the moft
bewitching fmile that can come from dazzling beauty, invited
the princefs to enter her caftle (into which Florimel had run to
hide herfelf), and promifed her, on that condition, to make the
little girl reftore her picture.

It was now fo late, that it was -impoffible for the princefs to
think of returning home that night; and the pleafing addrefs of
Bruneita, together with the hopes of having her pi¢ture reftored,
foon prevailed with her to accept of the fairy’s invitation. The
caftle glittered with gaudy furniture; {weet mufic was heard in
cvery room; the whole company, who were all of the moft
beautiful forms that could be conceived, ftrove who fhould be
moft obliging to this their new guelt., They omitted nothing
that could delight and amufe the fenfes. The princefs Hebe was
fo entranced with Jjoy and rapture, that fhe had no time for
thought, or for the leaft ferious refle&tion; and fhe now began
to think, that fhe had attained the higheft happinefs upon earth,
After they had kept her three days in this round of pleafure and
delight, they began to pull off the mafk ; nothing was heard
but quarrels, jars, and galling fpeeches. Inftead of fweet mu-
fic, the apartments were filled with fcreams and howling; for
every one giving way to the moft outrageous paffions, they were
always doing each other fome malicious turn, and one univerfal
horrer and confternation reigoed throughout the place,
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. The princefs was hated by all, and was often afked, with in-
fulting fneers, why fhe did not return to her peaceful grove, and
condefcending mother? But her mind, having been thus turned
afide from what was right, could not bear the thoughts of re-
turning ; and though, by her daily tears, fhe fhowed bher rec-
pentance, fhame prevented her return. But, then, this wads
ot the right fort of fhame ; for fhe fhould have humbly taken
the punifhment due to her crime; but it was rather a ftubborn
pride ; which, as fhe knew herlelf to blame, would not give her
leave to fuffer the confufion of again confefling her fault; and
till the could bring herfelf to fuch a ftate of mind, there was no
remedy for her mifery.

The queen, in the mean time, fuffered for the lofs of her
child more than words can exprefs, till the good fairy Sybella
returned. ‘The queen burft into tears at the fight of her; but
the fairy immediately cried out, ¢ you may fpare yourfelf, my
royal gueft, the pain of relating what has happened. I know it
all’; for that old man, whom I took fuch pity on, was a phan=-
tom raifed by Brusnetta, to allure me hence, 1n order to have an
opportunity, in my abfence, of feduacing the princefs from her
duty. She knew nothing but a probable ftory conld impofe upon
me, and therefore raifed that ftory of the mifery of the old man’s
fon, from motives which, too often indeed, caufe the mifery of
mortals; as knowing, I fhould think it my duty to do what I
could to relieve fuch a wretch. T will not tell you all my jour=
ney, nor what I have gone through. I know your mind is too
much fixed on the princefs at prefent, to attend to fuch a rela-
tion. Il only tell you what concerns yourfelf. When the
phantom found, that by no diftrefs he conld perturb my mind,
he faid, he was obliged to tell the truth, what was the intention
of my being deluded from home, and what had bappened fince ;
and then vanifhed away,” Here the fairy related to the queen
every thing that had happened to the princefs, as has been al-
ready mentioned; and concluded with faying, that fhe would
wander near the caftle (for Brunetia had no power over her);
and if fhe could get a fight of the princefs, {he would endeavor
to bring her to a true fenfe of ber fault, and then the might be
again reftored to happinefs.

The queen bleffed the fairy for her goodnefs; and it was not
long before Sybella’s continval affiduity got her a fight of the
princefs; for fhe often wandered a little way toward that wood
{he had once fo much delighted in, but never could bring her-
{elf to enter into it ; the thoughts of feeing her injured mother
made her ftart back, and run half wild into the fatal caftle. Ro-
~ella ufed frequently to throw herfelf in her way; and, on
hearing “her fighs, and f{eeing her tears, would burft into a
fueering laugh at her folly; to avoid which laugh, the poor
princefs firft fuffered herfelf to throw off ali her principles of
goodnefs and obedience, and was now fallen into the very con-
tempt {he o much dreaded.’

The fift time the fairy got a fight of her, fhe called to Lev

]
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with the moft friendly voice; but the princefs, ftung to the
foul with the fight of her, fled away, and did not venture out
again for feveral days. The kind Sybella began almoft to de-
{pair of regaining her loft child; but never failed walking round
the caftle many hours every day, One evening, juft before the
fun fet, the heard within the gates a loud tumultuous noife,
bat more like riotous mirth, than either the voice of rage or
anger; and immediately fhe faw the princefs ruth out at the
gate, and about a dozen girls, laughing and fhouting, running
after ber. The poor princefs flew with all her fpeed till fhe
came to a little arbor, juft by the fide of the wood; but her
purfuers, as they intended only to teize her, did not follow her
very clofe; but, as foon as they loft fight of her, returned all
back again to the caftle.

Sybella went direétly into the arbor, where fhe found the little
trembler proftrate on the ground, crying and fobbing as if her
heart was breaking. The fairy feized her hand, and would not
Jet her go till fhe had prevailed with her to return to Placid
Growe, to throw herfelf once more at her mother’s feet, afluring
her, that nothing but this humble ftate of mind could cure her
mifery, and reftore her wonted peace.

The queen was filled with the higheft joy at feeing her child ;
but reftrained herfelf fo much, that fhe fhowed not the leaft
fign of it, till fhe had feen her fome time proftrate at her feet,
and had heard her with tears properly confefs, and afk pardon
for, all her faults. She then raifed, and once more forgave her;
but told her, that fhe muft learn more humility, and diftruft of
herfelf, before fhe could again expe& to be trufted. The prin-
cefs anfwered not, but with a modeft dowri-caft look, which
exprefled her concern and true repentance; and in a fhort time
recovered ber former peace of mind. As fhe never afterward
difobeyed ber indulgent mother, fhe daily increafed in wifdom
and goodnefs.

After having lived for three vears in the moft innocent man-
ner (the princefs being then juft turned of cighteen years), the
fairy told the queen, that {he would now tell her fome news of
ber kingdom, which fhe had heard in her Jjourney ; namely,
that her fifter-in-law was dead, and her brother-in-law had
made proclamation throughout the kingdom, of great rewards
to any one, who thould produce the queen and the princefs
Hebe, whom he would immediately reinftate in the throne.

The princefs Hele was by when the fairy related this, and
faid, the begged to lead a private life, and never more be ex-
poled to the temptation of entering into vice, for which fhe al-
ready had fo feverely fmarted. The fairy told her, that, fince
fhe doubted herfelf,” fhe was now fit to be trufted; ¢ for,” faid

he, ¢ 1 did not like your being fo fure of refifting temptation,
when firft I conferred on you the gift of wifdom. But you
will, my dear princefs, if you take the crown, have an oppor=
tunity of doing fo much good, that, if you continne virtuous,
you will have perpetual pleafures; for power, if made a right
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ufe of, isindeed a very great bleffing.”” The princefs anfwered,
that if the queen, ber mother, thought it her duty to take the
“crown, fhe would cheerfully fubmit, though a private life would
otherwife be her choice. The queen replied, that fhe did not
blame her for chufing a private life; but fhe thought, fhe could
not innocently refufe the power that would give her {uch oppor-
tunities of doing good, and making others happy; fince, by
that refufal, the power might fall into hands that would make
an ill ufe of it.

After this converfation, they got into the fame car in which
they travelled to the wood Ardella, and arrived fafely at the city
of Algorada; when the princefs Hebe was fettled, with univerfal
confent, on her father’s throne; where fhe and her people were
reciprocally happy, by ber great wifdom and prudence, The
queen-mother fpent the remainder of her days in peace and
joy, to fee her beloved daughter prove a blefling to fuch num-
bers of human creatures; while fhe herfelf enjoyed that only
true content and happinefs this world can produce—~namely, a
peaceful confcience, and a quiet mind.

>

THE
HOUSE OF INSTRUCTION,
A FAIRY TALE,.

AS a number of the young gentlemen of Dr. Ro/e’s academy
were diverting themfelves on a fine day in a meadow behind the
fchool-houfe at Chifwick, they were fuddenly {urprifed by the
unexpected appearance of a very old lady, who, as fhe canie up
to them, waved her crutch-ttick, as a fign to them to {top their
play. Though her looks were unpleafant, and her interrup-
tion unfeafonable, yet the boys paid her refpect for her age and
venerable appearance. One of the eldeft, who had been taught
by his tutor to refpect old age, addreffed ber very civilly ; but,
of the reft of his companions, the moft timid ran away; others
bid themfelves; and the boldeft, who ftood their ground, all
laughed at her, and called her an old witch. Little George, the
youngeft of them all, a very pretty, good-humored young lad,
led by-the hand of the eldeft (for whom he had always fhown a.
great regard), paid much attention to the old lady’s motions
and fpeech ; but, a little afraid too, and not much liking her
looks and errand, at being fuddenly ftopped in his play, was
very thy and referved; however, he was too well-bred, to fay
any thing rude. Obferving this, fhe fmiled; and, taking his
other hand, ¢¢ do not be afraid of me, my dear child,” faid
ihe; ¢ for, though thofe little boys yonder call me Severity, my
true name is Infruciion. I love every one of you; and you, my
little dear, in particulare My whole bufinefs is to do you good,
Come along with me to my caftle, and 1 will make you as happy
as the day 1slong.” ;

Little George did not know how to truft her; but as he faw




23 THE HOUSE OF INSTRUCTION,

his friend Henry difpofed to follow the old lady, he even ven
tured along with them. fr ;

The caftle was an old, melancholy looking building, and the
path to it very much entangled with briars and thiftles ; but the
old woman encouraged them, in a cheerful tone, to come along ;
and taking out a large key, which had feveral {trange words en-
graved upon it, the put it into the door, which immediately
flew open, and they entered a fpacious hall magnificently fur-
nithed. Throngh this they paffed into feveral apartments, each
finer and pleafanter than the other; but to every one they
afcended by fteps, and on every ftep firange and unknown
words were engraved.

Perhaps you would be glad to know fome more particulars of
thefe apartments. Indeed, T thould have told you, that as foon
as they entered the great hall, the made them fit down to a
pretty collation of plumb-cakes, bifcuits and fiveetmeats, which
‘were brought in bafkets cavered with flowers, by four fmiling,
roly-cheeked girls, called Inrocence, Health, Mirth, and Good-
Humor. When they were fufficiently refrefhed, the old lady re-
turned to them, in a finer drefs, and with a much more pleafing
look. She had now a wand in her band, of ivory, tipped with
gold; with this fhe pointed out to them thé ornaments of the
room. It was fupported by ftrong, but hapdfome pillars of ada-
mant; and between the pillars, hung feftoons of fruit and flow-
ers. At the upper end were niches, with very beaatiful ftatues
in them. The principal one was Truth. It appeared to be of one
entire diamond, and reprefented the moft beautiful woman that
ever eyes bebeld. Her air was full of dignity and {weetnefs; in
one hand fhe held a {cepter, in the other a book, and fhe had
an imperial crown on her head. The old fairy geutly touched
this figure with her wand; when immediately it ftepped down
from the pedeftal, and began to fpeak. No mufic was ever fo
pleafing as the voice of Zruzh. She addreffed herfelf to our little
hero, and examined him in his catechifm. As he had formerly
been a little idle, he could not fay it {fo well, as at that minute
he wifhed to do. ¢ Little wretch,” faid the old fairy, frowning,
‘¢ why do you anfwer fo ftupidly ? Have you not been taught 2’
Here was a loop-hole, through which a boy of a cowardly fpirit
might have ¢rept out, by pretending that his tutor had been in
fault, and not himfelf. But little George Icorned to tell a lie;
' nor could he be fo bafe as to excufe himf{elf, by accufing an in-
nocent perfon. Therefore, though trembling for fear of the old
fairy, and her wand, he anfwered, ¢ indeed, madam, I have
been often bade to learn it, but I loved my diverfions fo well,
that I never could apply to it.”” Here the old fairy, {miling,
kiffed him, and faid, ¢ my dear child, I forgive your paft idle~
nefs, in confideration of your noble honefly. A’ fault boneftly
owned is half amended, and this nymph {hall reward you.”

immediately Truzh gave him a [ittle catechifim bound in fil-
ver, enamelled; a pocket Bible with ruby clafps, and a fmall
looking-glafs in a gold cafe. ¢ In thefe books, my dear,” faid
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fhe, ¢cyou fhall find conftant directions from me, which, if
you follow, will make you good, and great, and happy. If
you never offend againft me, I will be ready to affift you in all
difficulties. If ever you fhould be tempted to offend me, look
in this glafs. If you fee yourfelf in it in your own natural figure,
go on contentedly, and be fure you are under my protection.
But, if you fee yourfelf in the form of a flave, and a monfter 3
greafy, ragged, loaded with chains; a double tongue hanging
out of your mouth, and a pair of afs’s ears on your head ; trem-
ble to think, that you are got into the power of the wicked en-
chantrefs Falfehood: Retra& the lie that you have told; ftand
ftill wherever you are; call out aloud for my afliftance; and do
not ftir from the fpot yon are in, till I come to help you.” 8o
faying, the bright form re-afcended her pedeftal ; and four
others, who ftood on each hand, being touched by the fairy’s
wand, moved toward him.

The firft was a young woman clothed in a long white robe,
perfectly neat and plain. She had fine flaxen bair, and blue cyes,
which were fixed on the ground. A white veil thaded her face,
and her color went and came every minute. She advanced with
a flow pace, and fpake in a voice very low, but as {weet as the
nightingale’s.

My name,” faid the, ““ is Modefty. 1 have no merit 3 but, per=-
haps, as you are fo young, it may be in my power to be of
fome little ufe to you. Before you get to the top of this caftle,
you will fee many ftrange things, and be bid to do many things,
of which you do not underftand the reafon. But remember,
that you are very young, and know nothing ; and that every
body here is wifer than you. Therefore, obferve attentively all
that you fee, and do readily all that you are bid. As you have
recommended yourfelf to Truth, we her bandmaids are ready to
give you all the affiftance we can; and you will need it all.
Above all things, fear Difzrace. It is a filthy puddle in the
neighborhood of the caftle, whofe ftains are not eafily wiped
off. Thofe, who run heedlefsly, or wilfully into it, after re=
peated warnings, grow in time fo loathfome, that nobody can
endure them. There is an enchantrefs, you will meet with,
called Flattery, who will offer you a very pleafant cup. If you
drink much of it, your head will turn; and, while you fancy
yourfelf a moft accomplifhed perfon, the will touch you with
her wicked wand, and immediately you will be metamorphofed
into a butterfly, a fquib, or a paper-kite. But as, perhaps, you
muft tafte her cup, take this nofegay of violets; and, as you
find your head a little giddy, {mell to it, and you will be fo re-
frefhed, that fhe will have no power to hurt you. This little
nofegay will defend you alfo againit the magician Pride, who,
in a thoufand fthapes, will try to introduce himfelf to you, and
perfuade you to go with him to a highrock; from whence, he
will either throw you down frightful precipices, into the pool
of difgrace, or elfe change you into a lion, a tiger, ora bear; or
into fuch a huge dropfical figure, that every body fhall hate to
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look upon you; and you will not be able to pafs through the
gates that lead to Happinefs.. When you fufpeét his coming,
fmell to your violets, and you will immediately fee through his
difguife; and, at the fame time they fhall make you {o little,
that he fhall not fee you; and when you are in a crowd, fmell
to them again, and you ihall pafs through it without dithculty.
I wifh Thad a better gift to beftow; but accept of my ail.”’

Little George thanked her kindly, and ftuck the nofegay in
his bofom.

On the pedeftal of the next figure, was infcribed Natural Af-
fection. Her countenance was very engaging ; her garment em-
broidered with pclicans, ftorks, doves,and other pretty animals.
She bad bracelets on her arms, and fine rings on every finger;
every one was the gift of fome beloved relation or friend. ¢ My
dear George,™ faid fhe, T love you for the fake of your pa-
‘rents, I bave a thoufand pretty gifts to beftow; and this, par-
ticularly, will be of ufe to you.” S8he then gave him a fmall
enamelled box, with piGures on every fide. ¢ When,” faid
ihe, ¢ you are in doubt how to behave, look upon the pictures.
They are thofe of your relations, parents, and friends. Being
gifted by a fairy, you will fee every figure in motion; and as
your father and mother, your brothers and fifters, feem affected
by your behavior, you will judge whether you are acting right
or wrong. I am fure, it is your defire always to give them
pleafure, and not pain; to be an honor to them, and not a
reproach,’’

The next image that fpake was entirely made of fugar, buta
fugar as firm, and almoft as clear, as chryftal. Her name was
Goaod Temper. In her bofom, fhe had a nofegay of rofes without
thorns. She took our little friend by the hand ; and, feeing it
feratched, from a feuffle he had bad with his companions, ihe
healed it with a touch, and gave him a fmall amathyft phial
filled with honey and oil of a peculiar kind. ¢ Though the
phial is fmall, it is inexhauttible, and you will never more be
liable to harm, from any idle quarrel. As you will never fay any
thing peevifh or provoking, all your companions will love you ;
and your fervants will think it a bleffing to live with you.”

One figure more remained; and the fairy had no fooner
touched it, but down from her pedeftal jumped {prightly Di/-
gence.  She was drefled like a huntrefs; activity and nimblenefs
appeared in every limb. She fprang to George, clapped her
hands on his fhouiders, and immediately there appeared a cou-
ple of little wings. * Thefe wings,” faid fhe, ¢ will be of great
ufe to you, in afcending the fteep fteps you will have to go up
by and by. But all wings need frequent pluming; and thefe
will lofe all their virtne, if you do not keep them in order every
day, by ufing the talifman T am now going to give you. ( This
talifman was a golden fpur.) This,” faid fhe, ¢ whenever your
wings are drooping (as they will very often, when the old witch
Lazinefs approaches, who would metamorphofe you into a dor-
moule), you muft run geotly into your fide, and they will be
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ready immediately, to carry yon out of her reach. T am fure,
you have too much true courage to fear a little trifling pain,
when it will be the means of gaining you every improvement.
Good night, good night, my love, I fee you are fleepy; but,
as foon as you wake in the morning, be fure to make ufe of
your fpur.”

The good old fairy then led Henry and George into a little
neat room, where they went to bed, and flept till day-break,
dreaming of all the agreeable things they had feen and heard.
George did not wake, till Henry was up and dreffed ; but he woke
difturbed, and began to tell his friend his dreams. ¢ I thought,”
faid bhe. *¢ that, looking out at the window, I faw all my com-
panions at play; and I flew out to them direétly, to fhow them
thofe fine things the ftatues had given me. Inftead of admiring
me, they fell upon me; one feized one fine thing, and another,
another; till poor T had nothing left but my wings. What
vexed me too, in the fcuffie my violets were fcattered, the
books torn, the pictures fpoiled, the glafs broke, and the julep
fpilt; fo that they were never the better, though I was fo much
the worfe. Well, T took to my wings, however, and thonght <
I might as eafily fly in as out, and then the good fairy would
give me more pretty things, But no fuch matter; the windows
were fhut; the doors were barred and bolted. Owls and bats
flew about my head; geefe hifled at me, afles brayed at me,
monkies chattered in my ears, and I fell down nobody knows
whither.”

¢ Be thankful,” faid Henry, ¢ that it was only a dream ; here
are all your pretty things fafe.”” - So faying, be gently touched
his fide, like a true friend, with the fpur, and up jumped little
Cenrge, all alive and merry. He read in his books; he with
pleafure faw his own honeft face in the glafs of truth; he ob-
ferved with delight the pictures of his friends and relations, all
finiling upon him. While he was thus employed, in ftept a
fober-looking man, leaning on a ftaff. ¢ My young friends,’
faid he, ‘I am fent to condu& you through the noble apart-
ments of this caftle.”—¢¢ A fine conductor, indeed!” {faid little
George, who had unfortunately forgot both his violets and his
phial; ¢ your crutch, honeft man, will keep up rarely with
my wings.”’—¢ Your wings, - youngfter,” veplied Application
(for that was his name), ¢ will be of little fervice, unlefs I lend
you a ftaff to reft upon; which, wherever you fet it down,
will make your footing fure.””  This fpeech was unheeded by
little Gsorge; who, already upon the wing, fluttered away.

Henry foon overtook him, having quite as good pinions, al-
though he did not boaft of them ; but firft ftayed, to bring with
him the ftaff, the phial, and the nofegay, againft Kis friend
fhould need them. Little George was now trying to mount up
a fteep ftair cafe, which he faw multitudes of his own age afend-
ing. Very eagerly he ftretched his wings, whofe painted plu-
mage glittered in the fun-beams, and very often jult reached
the top ; but he was greatly furprifed to fiud that he always flid
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back again, as if he had ftood upon a flope of ice; fo that hun-
dreds and tens of hundreds had gone through the folding~
doors above, while he was ftill but at the bottom. He cried
for vexation; gave hard names to the boys that were got before
him, and was laughed at by them in return. The box of pic-
tures gave him no comfort; for there he faw his father frown-
ing, and his mother looking unhappy. At this moment, the
friendly Henry came to his relief; and giving him the violets,
the phial, and the ftaff, ¢ make ufe of tbefe,” faid he, ¢ and
you will eafily get up with them, who are now before you. Ob-
ferve, they have, every one of them, juft fuch a ftaff; and yet,
notwithftanding their wings, they can rife but one ftep at a
time.”” George, who had now touched his lips with the phial,
thanked him very kindly; and they mounted feveral fteps, hand
ip hand. On fome were infcribed, Propria que Maribus: on
others, As in Preefenti; and various other magic verfes, which
they jult refted long enough on every ftep to read; and, as they
afcended, the fteps grew eafier and eafier. George, however,
was a little out of breath, and more than once withed himfelf
out of thecaftle. Yet, he was delighted to find himfelf almoft
overtaking the fcremoft; who had, fome of them, loitered by
the way.

He now entered into an apartment, more magnificent than
any he had ever feen. Thoufands of rooms opened, one be-
yond another, furnithed with every elegance. From every one
of thefe were delightful profpeéts; but then, for a long while,
he had not leifure toattend to the ftrange varieties of rich and
uncommon furniture, that excited his curiofity every minute.
One long gallery was hung with paintings, fo exquifitely fine,
that every figure feemed alive; indeed, fome of them aftually
{pake, and amufed him with a thoufand agreeable ftories. Here
he faw all the metamorphofes of the heathen gods; the advens
tures of Eneas; and a number of other things, that I bave no
time to defcribe. A young damfel attended bim, drefled in a
gown of feathers, more gay than the rainbow. She had wings
upon ber head. She gave him the moft delicious fweetuieats,
and he drank, out of a fparkling cup, the pleafanteft liguor
imaginable. This light difh did not quite fatisfy a hungry fto-
mach; fo that George was not very forry, when, having paffed
through the gallery of fi&ion, his fair conduérefs Paetry con-
{igned bim over to the care of a good hofpitable old man in the
next apartment, whofe table was always covered with whole-
fome and fubftantial food. This apartment, called the faloon of
Hiftory, was by no means {o gay as the former; but deferved
examination better. The walls were covered with marble,
adorned with the fineft baffo-relievos, ftatues, and buftos of
every celebrated hero and legiflator, which firuck the obferving
eye with veneration. The mafter of the feaft was extremely
good-natured and communicative; and ready to anf{wer every
queflion that George’s curiofity prompted him to afk. He com-
mended him for bis love of truth, and toafted her health, as his
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own patronefls. But as the old gentleman was fometines a little
prolix in his flories, our young traveller amufed himfelf every
now and then with looking over his treafures. Surveying the
box of pictures, be could not help wifhing for a nearer fight of
the friends they reprefented. A window, that ftood open juft
by him, and overlooked a delightful play-field, reminded him
of his wings. But the recollection of his frightful dream pre<
vented him from attempting an efcape.

At this minute, the fairy Infiruction appeared with a fmiling
look. ¢TI know your thoughts, my dear,” faid fhe, ¢ and am
willing to allow you every reafonable indulgence. T have, in
my fervice, a number of little winged beings, whofe bufinefs it
is to convey my young friends, from time to time, to their be-
. loved homes. In order to your returning fafely, accept this
key. You muft be fure to rub it every morning, that it may
not grow rufty, elfe the characters that are engraved upon it
will difappear. If your key is kept bright, you need only read
the infcription aloud, and without difficulty you will return to
this very apartment, and be entitled to an honorable reception.
But, if the key fhould grow rufty, beware of a difgraceful fall,
Let your dream watn you to take care of your precious gifts,
and to make a due ufe of them.”

She had fcarcely done fpeaking, before there was a general
yoice of joy heard through the whole apartment, ¢ the holidays
are come, the holidays are come ;7> and immediately a number
of lirtle cherubims appeared in the air, crowned with garlands,
and away with them flew little George 5 but unluckily, in his
hafte, left both the ftaff and the fpear behind him. Indeed, at
this minute they were needlefs.

His friends were all ready to receive him with affectionate
joy. They commended bis improvements, and litened with
delight to his account of the furprifing things he had feen, and
rejoiced in the marks of favor he had received from excellent
and powerful fairies. He played about all day with his compa~
nions, and every thing was thought of that could divert him. In
the midft of thefe amufements, the poor key was in a few days
forgot; nor did he recollect it, till one day he faw Henry fitting
under a tree, and very diligently brightening up his own. ‘¢ Stu-
pid boy,” faid giddy George, *¢ what do you fit moping there
for: Come, and play.”’—* So I will prefently,” faid Henry ;
but I muft not negle¢t the means of returning honorably to the
good fairy.”’—¢ Hang the old fairy,” cried George. Befides,
my key will keep bright enough, I warrant it, without all this
ado.”  However, looking at the key, he found it brown with
ruft; and fadly his avm aked with the vain endeavor of rubbing
it bright; for as he could not fucceed in five minutes, down be
flung it in defpair.

« What do you cry for, my pretty mafter?” faid a man in a
fine coat, who was paffing by. George told him his diftrefs. ¢ Be
comforted,” faid the man. ¢ I will give you a gold key et with
emeralds, that thall be better by balf, and fitter for a young

B
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gentleman of your rank, than that old woman’s rufty iron.”
Juft then George, who did not want clevernefs, began to {ulpec
fomething; and fmeiling to his violets, the fine man appeared
in his true fhape, which was indeed ng other than that of the
magician Pride. He wasg immoderately tall and bloated; his
e€yes were fierce and malignant ; his checks were painted, a
peacock fat upon his bead, a bear and a lecpard followed him.
In one hand he held an empty bladder, and in the other a fatal
wand. His under veft was fiained and ragged ; but over it he
had a pompous herald’s coat, with a long train fupported by
an ugly dwarf, and a limping ideot, whom he turned back con-
tinually to infult and abafe, Well was it for little George, that
his violets had rendered him invifible.  He faw the magician 2o
on to one of his companions, who, being deftitute of fuch a
defence, immediately became his prey. ‘¢ Take this nofegay,
my child,” faid the wicked wreteh, and prefented him with a
buuch of nettles, finely gilded, but very ftinging. The poor
boy had no fooner tonched them, than bis countenance exprefled
pain. He quarrelled with every body round him yet the fimple-
ton kept continually fmelling to his nofegay; and the more he
was nettled, the more quarrelfome he grew. His fize too in-
creafed in proportion; he became fweiled and bloated. He
grew tall too all at once, but it was only by being raifed on an
€normous pair of ftilts, on which he could not walk a ftep with-
out danger of tumbling down. -

George could not help laughing at his ridiculous figure, but
would, out cf goodnature, have offered bim his own bunch to
fmell to, if thofe unfortunate ftilts had not raifed him quite out
of his reach, He therefore was making the beft of his wa
back, having firft fecured his key, when a laughing giddy
hoiden ealled ocut to him, that the had found a bird’s neft,
Away with her he ran on this new purfuit; and from bird’s neft
to bird’s neft, and from butterfly to butterfly, they fcampered
over the flowery fields, till night drew on.  She then perfuaded
him to go with her to her mother’s houfe, which was juft by,
and reft himfclf,

He found there a lady lolling in an eafy chair, who fearce
raifed bher head to bid him welcome, A table however ftood by
her, ready fpread with cvery kind of dainty, where Idlenefs
(for {o was his playfellow called) invited him to fit down ; and,
after fupper, be was conduéted into a chamber, fet round with
thelves of playthings, where, in a {oft down bed, he flepe till
very late the next day. At laft, though unwillingly, he got
up; but for no better purpofe, than to look over thofe worth-
lets toys, which he half defpifed all the while, < What is this
tinfel,” thought he, “ and glafs and wood, to compare with
the rich treafures of the ol fairy’s caftle? Neither the old
woman, nor the fimpleton her daughter, will anfwer me any
queltion I afk, nor divert me with fuch ftories, as the very
pictures and ftatues there were full of. Thus thinking, he
continued, neverthelefs, to divert himfelf with the Playthings,
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and was growing faft back into the love of rattles and bells,
when a fudden panic feized him, on feeing in the corners of
every fhelf, filligree cages full of dormice. * Miferable boy that
1 am!” cried he, ¢ this muft certainly be the den of Lazinefs.
How fhall I cfcape?” He tried to ftretch his wings; but, alas!
they drooped; and now, for the firft time, he tonund, and la-
mented the want of his fpur. He ran to the window. Every
profpe@ from thence was defolate and barren, refembling ex-
aély what he had read, in his ruby-clafped book, of the field
of the fluggard.

In vain did he look for the holidays, to tranfport him from
this wretched place. The laft of them was already on the wing,
and almoft out of fight; for it is peculiar to thefe little beings to
approach flowly, but to fly away with amazing {wiftnefs. How-
ever, he met with affiftance, when he leaft expected it. A dif-
mal cloud hung almoft over his head, which he feared would
every minute burft in thunder; when out of it flew a black ea-
gle, who feized little Grorge in her talons; and in a moment he
found himfelf at the gates of the Cofle of Infiruction.

Perhaps, you may not think his cafe much better now than
it was before. A little dormoufe could have lain fnug and
warm in cotton; whereas poor George was forced to ftand in
the cold, among thorns and briars, vainly endeavoring to read
the infeription on his key, which was now, alas! grown ruflier
than ever. In the mean time he faw moft of his companions,
his friend Henry one of the foremoft, fly over his head, while
their polifhed keys glittered like diamonds; and all of them
were received into the apartments they came out of with joyful
acclamations. ‘The boy upoun ftilts, indeed, did not make fo
good a figure. He reached up to the window, but his falfe
key would not open it; and making a falfe ftep, down he tum-
bled into the dirty pool.

At this minute the old fairy looked out, and calling to George,
¢« why do you not, my child,” faid fhe, ‘««make ufe of your
wings and your key?! I am impatient to have you among us
again, that you may receive finer gifts, and fee greater wouders,
than any you may have met with fince.”

Here 2 woman came to him, clothed in hare-fkins, and fhiv-
ering with an ague. She touched him with a cold finger, that
chilled his blood, and ftammered out thefe terrifying words,
« d-don’t g-go intt-to the c-caftle, p-punifhment is r-ready
for-v y-you, r-run away.”’

<« Scorn punifhment, and defpife it,>”” faid Foolhardinefs, a
- little pert monkey in a fcarlet coat, and mounted upon a goofe.

¢ Fear difgrace,” faid Shame; and with a rofe-buth, which
fhe carried, brufhed the monkey into the dirty pool, where he
lay fcreaming and chattering, while his goofe hiffed at him.

Poor George knew not what to do. It once came into his
head to make a plaufible excufe, and fay his key was very
bright, but the lock was out of order. But bethinking himfeif
to apply to his glafs, he no fooner faw the afs’s ears, than, 1
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honeft diftrefs, he called out, O! Truthy, Truth, come to my
afliftance. I have been very idle, and I am very forry. Truth,
Truthy, come to my afliftance.” :

He fainted away with terror, as he fpoke; but, when he re-
covered, found himfelf within the caftle, the bright figure of
Truth fmiling upon him; and Forgivenefs, another very amiable
torm, diftinguifhed by a flate, and a fponge, with which fhe
wiped out all faults, careffing him. Indeed fhe had need, for
be felt himfelf a little ftiff and fore, with fome rough methods
that had been ufed to bring him to himfelf. Thefe two nymphs
configned him to the care of Amendment, who promifed never
to forfake him, till he got to the top of the caftle; and, under
her guidance, he went on very cheerfully.

Indeed he was a little vexed at the firft fteps he came to, on
finding himfelf ftruck pretty hard by an angry looking man ; but
when he found, that it was only in order to return him his ftaff
and his fpur, he thanked him for his friendly blow, and from
that time proceeded with double alacrity. He foon overtook
his companions again; and you may imagine, how joyful was
the meeting between him and Henry, who loved him too well,
not to go on very melancholy, while Gesrge had ftaid behind.
¢ How I rejoiced ! faid he, ¢ to fee you under the condu& of
the lady Amendment. Now, nothing can ever part us more.”

The poetical gallery, the faloon of Hiftory, afforded them
new delight. ' In every room, through which they paffed, were
tables covered with gems, medals, little images, feals, intag=
tos, and all kinds of curiofities, of which, they were aflured,
that the more they took, the more welcome they fhould be.

But here George was a little perplexed again. His pockets
were filled over and over, Still, as he came to new treafures,
he was forced to throw afide the old ones, to make room ; yet
was told, that it would not be taken well, if he did not keep
them all. At laft, he came fortunately into a room of polithed
ftecl, where, on a throne of jafper, fat alady, with a crown
upon her head, of the brighteft jewels. Upon her robe wasg
woven, in the livelieft colors, and perfeétly diftiné, though in
miniature, every thing that the world contains. She had fteel
tablets in her hand, on which fhe was always engraving fome-
thing excellent; and on the rich diadem, that encircled her
forehead, was embroidered the word Memory.

“ You could not,” faid fhe to Gearge,  have applied to a
properer perfon than to me, to help you out of your prefent
difficulty.” She then gave him a cabinet, fo fmall and fo light,
that he could carry it without the leaft inconvenience ; and, at
the fame time, fo rich and elegant, that no fnuff-box, fet with
diamonds, was ever more ornamented. It had millions of little
drawers, all claffed and numbered; and, in thefe, he found all
the fine things be had been incumbered with, ranged in proper
order,

¢¢ The only thing T infift on,” faid fhe, ¢ is, that you will
keep your drawers exaétly clean, and not litter them with trafh.,
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If you ftuff them with what does not deferve a place, they will
no longer be capable of containing real treafures; but the bot-
tom of the cabinet will become diredtly like a fieve; and if Ma-
lice or Refentment ever perfuade you to put in any thing out of
their fhops, you will foon find every drawer infefted with {nakes
and adders. But, above all things, value the gifts of Truth, Gra=
titude, and Friendfhip, which will fill them with conftant per-
fume, that {hall make you agreeable to every body.

Thus furnifhed, George proceeded joyfully, and afeended
from one apartment to another, till he became poffeiled of all
the treafures of the caftle. Sometimes Imagination led him into
delightful gavdens, gay with perpetual ipring. Sometimes,
from entrances dug into the folid rock (on the fide of the apart-
ments oppofite to the windows) he wandered through the
mines of Science, and brought from thence riches that had not
yet been difcovered. The Halidays always found him cheer-
fully glad to go with them, but not impatient of their approach;
and equally glad to return, when they flew back. Whenever
he returned, he was received with honor, and crowned with
wreaths of bays and laurel. He became a favorite with the
Virtues and the Graces, and at laft was led by them to the top
of the caftle, where Reputation and Prudence waited to receive
him, and condué him through a fair plain, that was ftretched
out along the top of the mountain, and terminated by the glit-
tering temple of Felicity.

>
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THE goddefs of the morn had juft unbarred her gates, when
Clarinda, the beauteous queen of the fairies who inhabit the
ifland of Ambrafia, arofe from her mofs-ftrewn couch, and
afcended her chariot, which was drawn by four milk white po-
sies {o exceflive fmall that they were efteemed one of the won-
ders of the world. She was accompanied in her journey by her
numerous train of attendants, dreffed in loofe robes of violet
colored filk embroidered with Glver lowers, and feftooned with
cords and taffels of the fame materials. On their heads they
wore wreaths of pearls, difpofed in fuch a manner as to repre-
fent the thape of myrtle leaves.

Thus equipped, Clarinda haftened to the fea-fide, that {he
might receive the lovely ‘himitable Selina, daughter of the king
of Arcadia, whofe territories were only divided from thofe of
Ambrofia by a very narcow fea; and the princefs had propofed
crofling that morning in a gondola to the ifland of the fairy
queen, that fhe might confult her on a fubjeét of the higheft
importance to her future happinefs in life.
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The princefs Selina foon arrived, and was quickly folded in
the arms of the affectionate fairy, who with the fweeteft affa-
bility made her fit by her in the chariot, and condu&ed ber to
her palace, which was fituvated on a chryftal rock. When the
princefs had recovered her fatigue, and partook of fome wine
and dried fruit (for Clwinda’s palace was well ftored with every
necefiary), fhe acquaiuted the fairy queen with the circum-
ftance that had occafioned her prefent vifit.

“ You know, my dear benefactrefs,” faid the amiable prin-
cefs, ¢ that the late much-lamented queen has now been dead
a twelvemonth—heaven knows, the moft unhappy one I have
€ver yet experienced. On her death-bed fhe entreated my
father to give her a facred promife, that when the time of mourn.
ing for her, as preferibed by the cuftom of our country, fhould
be paft, that he would give me in marriage to the accomplithed
Licfeus, prince of the Flowery Ifles. My mother had long be-
held our affection for cach other with the moft lively pleafure
but the ambitious views of my father, who was defirous of my
elpouling the aged king of Alcratray in hopes that at his death
he fhould be heir to hig throne, and join his kingdom to Areca-
diay prevented the declaration of our paflion to him; and I was
under a folemn vow never to marry without his confent, M
mother pleaded hard for the happinefs of her child, At firft,
my father refufed to pledge his word, But, affected by the pi-
tiable condition of his queen, whom he fincerely loved, and her
continued earnefinefs, he took her hand, and, prefling it to his
heart, tock the vow fhe required, and in a manner I then
thought too folemin to be ever evaded, But, alas! my father
has now forbade Thefers admittance to the palace, and com-
mands me to make every neceffary preparation for my nuptials
with Ulyicus, T vain 1 urged my invincible hatred to the mo-
narch of dlcuntra, reprefented the difparity of our vears (for,
indeed, he i confiderably older than my father), and reminded
my cruel parent of the folemn obligation he had laid himfelf
under to my mother on her death-bed, of beftowing me en the
prince of the Flowery 1fles, Al T could fay, made no impref-
{ion on himj and he aftonithed me by replying, that he did not
think himfelf bound by an oath which he only took for the pious
purpofe of rendering my mother’s death-bed happy, and not'to
favor the lover of a difobedient girl. Being thus made acquainted
with his determination, 1 left bim, and repaired to my own
apartment, that I might indulge my tears. When my mind
became fomewhat more compofed, I fent the little page to you,
that you might, my good fairy, be apprifed of my intended
vifit.”  After faying this, the princefs threw herfclf at queen
Clarinda’s feet, and befought that good fairy to befriend her
caufe, by enabling her to avoid the obje& fhe detefied, and at
the fame time obtain the idol of her affe@ions.

The fairy raifed her very tenderly from the ground, and pro-
mifed to ufe all the infinence fhe pofiefied, in endeavoring to
make her happy with her beloved and affectionate Thefeuss
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The fairy then conducted her to a clofet, the fides of which
were glafs. The ceiling was moft curioully painted with emble-
matical devices, and the fioor was compofed of the moft beauti-
ful polithed cedar. She prefented Se/ina with an ivory tablet,
on which were engraven fome myfterions words. - ¢ When you
pronounce them three times {ucceffively,” faid the fairy queen,
«¢ T {hall immediately appear in your prefences But be cautious
how you ufe this indulgence, nor fummons me from my peace-
ful rotreat without a juft caufe.”” Selina, with grateful thanks
for the ineftimable gift, promifed implicit obedience. The
fairy then conduéted her to her gondola ; and, previous to her
embarking, told her to pronounce the myftical {fentence, when
twenty-four hours had exactly elapfed.

When the fairy returned to the palace on the rock, fhe im-
mediately ordered her attendants to prepare her aérial car; in
which fhe took her flight to the {ybil’s cave, whom fhe pre-
fented with a variety of rich gifts, and obtained from her the
permiffion of fearching the book of fate. Having come to thofe
pages which concerned the lovely princefs whom fhe had taken
under her proteétion, fhe there learned, to her inexpreflible joy,
that the Prince of the Flowery Ifles was the deftined hufband
of the amiable Se/ina. But thofe pages, at the fame time, in-
formed her, that Ulricus would firft lead the charming girl

“to the altar; notwithftanding which, the marriage would be
prevented by a terrific meflenger, and the king of Arcadia
would be punithed for his daring and impious apoftacy to the
vow he had made to his dying queen.

The twenty-four hours prefcribed by the fairy having elapfed,
Selina retived to a pleafant grotto that belonged to the palace
gardens ; when, difmifling her attendant ladies, fbe pronounced
the myftic fentence, and inftantly the fairy appeared. ¢ Take
comfort, lovely damfel,” faid the good queen, ¢ and liften at-
tentively tomy injunctions; by which means, you will be happy.
Next Friday is the time appointed for your nuptials with your
aged lover. Your bridal drefs is prepared, and the chapel is
adorned for the magnificent ccremony. When your father
commands you to join the proceffion. do not hefitate, but acqui-
efce in filence. Letnot a murmur efcape your lips. Put confi-
dence in me; and believe me, that the much-dreaded day will
make you the moft bleffed among mortals. Further, I am not
allowed to reveal. Adieu. Obey, and be happy.”’

With thefe words the fairy then left the woudering fair one.
¢ What can this poffibly mean 2’ fighed forth the afflicted Selina.
¢ Muft I then obey my father, and be wretched ! But yet the
fairy faid, fhe would not deceive me, and that I fhall be happy.
Cruel Clarinda! Why involve me in fuch myfterious wretched-
nefs? But, if obedience will purchafe thy efteem, I will not
fwerve from thy cominands.”

When the much-dreaded morn arrived, Selina arofe, and
with a palpitating heart fuffered her maidens to array her in her
bridal apparel. But when alittle page in blue and filver entered
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the apartment, and acquainted her that her father and Ub/cus
waited for her in the gailery leading to the chapel, her fortitude
quite forfook her, and fhe determined once more to fee the fairy
before fhe quitted the chamber. She thercfore difinified the
page, with orders to tell the two monarchs that the would wait
on them in a few minutes. The page having departed, fhe
waved ber hand for her maidens to withdraw; and then, pur-
fuing the requifite inftructions, the fairy immediately arofe;
when the kneeling Se/iza humbly befought her to be more ex-
plicit concerning the fate that awaited her. Clarinda affec-
tionately embraced her; and affuring her that fhe would never
become the wife of Ulricus, bade her proceed to the chapel ;
and, if {fhe wanted any fupport, fhe (the fairy) would imme-
diately come'to her afliftance, and ftrengthen her during the
enfuing trial that fate had ordained her to undergo.

Selina, thus encouraged by the fairy, felt herfelf more com-
pofed, and repaired to the gallery with a cheerful confidence.
Her father praifed her dutiful obedience to bis commands, and
her intended bridegroom taking her unwilling hand, conducted
her to the altar. The prieft bad juft begun the facred cere-
mony, and the lovely Selina was almoft diftradted with the
fears the could not avoid barbouring, when the king of Aleun-
tra dropped down in an apople&ic fit, and immediately ex-
pired. The king of Arcadia was going to withdraw from this
fcene of horror and contufion; when the whole chapel became
fuddenly dark, except the altar, which was the only place vi-
fible, and vound which played a blue lambent flame, which
difcovered the fpirit of the late queen drefled in heavenly robes,
Her attitude was menaciiig; and fhe addreffed the affrighted
monarch in an angry tone. ‘¢ Prefumptuous mortal!’” faid the
offended vifitant, ‘¢ only this hour is lcft thee to fulfil the con-
tract thou fo {olemnly made with me on my death-bed. Should
thou delay it, the next will certainly bring to thee the fame fate
as has befel Ulricns, who is jultly punifhed for breaking a vow
which he made to his late much-injured queen.”

Alcander, inan agony of terror, folemnly promifed to make
every atouement in his power for the fault he had committed.
The fpirit appearcd contented. She benignantly fmiled, and
then vanithed. The dark was inftantiy chaced away by a re-
{plendent light, and the dead body of Ulricus was removed by
his late attendants. During the awful folemnity of this fcene,
Selina had fainted. On recovering, fhe found herfelf clafped
in the arms of her faithful Ti¢/eus, and fupported by Clarinda
and ber attendant elves. The repentant monarch led the
blooming princefs his daughter to the altar; and, in the pre-
fence of the whole court, the lovers received the reward due to
their conftancy and virtues.
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