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TIRE AND BEGIN AGAIN. 

1. LUCY. 

· 1. _Lucy was a sweet little 
g~irl of seve11. She had bll1e 
eyes, soft g·olde11 hair, a11d a 
moutl1 lik:e a rose-bl1d. 

2. ' I{iss-n1e-quick:,' her fatl1er 
t1sed to call her ; and he k:issed 
lier 111a11y and many a time. 
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3. She was Io·ved by ·all who 
k:11ew her. Her father loved -
her ; her mother loved her ; 
and at school her teachers 
loved l1er, too. 

4. You would tl1ink she 
111ight have bee11 as ha1)PY as 
tl1e day ,vas long. 

5. But Lucy l1ad 011e tl1i11g 
to vex her. It was this-she 
could never do her s11ms ! 

6. She could read well, and 
her spelli11g was very good. 
She wrote as 11eatly as a11y one 
·could wish, a11d she got a prize 
for sevving the first year sl1e 
went to scl1ool. 

7. But she did not lik:e st1n1s 
at all, and al,~ra~ys see111ed to 
get then1 ~rrong. 
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8. It was very sad. Her 
teacher was q11ite vexed about 
it, a11d so was lier 1nother. 

9. As for l-1t1cy, sl1e just said 
to herself tl1at sums were nasty, 
a11d, by-a11d-by, sl1e did 11ot 
even try to get tl1e111 rigl1t. 

2. KEPT IN. 

1. 011e day, a little after fo11r, 
Lucy sat all alo11e i11 tl1e class­
roon1 at scl1ool. 

2. Tl1e other cl1ildre11 l1ad 
go11e ho111e, for tl1eir lessons 
were over for tl1e day. Bt1t 
Lucy hacl done her sums so 
badly, tl1at tl1e teacher said she 
must stay i11, and work then1 

. 
aga111. 

'ri re. B 



4 

3. It was a warm clay in 
J l1ne ; tl1e birds sang, and tl1e 
Slln sho11e i11 tl1e sky. 

4. A bee buzzed i11 at the 
01Jen wi11clo,v, and tl1en flew 
out in a l1l1rry, as if to say: 
'O11, dear 111e ! vvl1}r did I come 
i11 here ? I ,vould much ratl1er 
be outside ! ' 

5. 4Lucy ,vas of the san1e 
mi11d as tl1e bee. But, alas ! 
sl1e could not fly ol1t of tl1e 
window, as it l1acl do11e. Sl1e 
only ,vished sl1e col1ld ! 

6. How l1ot it was ! Ll1cy 
took up lier 1)e11cil, and drew a 
fi11e lacly 011 l1el' . ·late. She l)ut 
a fan i11 l1er l1a11d, a11d six 
bl1ttons on each of lier boots. 

7. But that did not hel1) tl1e 
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little girl to do her sums au y 
faster. And " rl1e11 she rl1bbed 
tl1e lady out ag~ain, her slate 
was quite din1. 

8. Lucy gave a big~, big 
yawn. ' Tvvo and two are fol1r, 
and six are nine,' she said. 
·Then sl1e yawned once 111ore, 
and laid her head down 011 the 
desk, to rest it. 

9. ' How I wish I were a 
fairy,' she said. ' Then I co11ld 
,da11ce and sing all day long~!' 

3. A TINY LADY. 

1. Lucy had no soo11er said 
these words, than she heard a 
soft rustle by her side. When 
she look:ed up, sl1e found Sl1ch 
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a ti113r lady sta11di11g 011 tl1e rim 
of lier slate ! 

2. Sl1e ,, as l1ardl3r as big as 
I --'11cy's 11e·vv doll. 111 lier ha11d 
sl1e l1eld a s110,v-,vhite ,va11d, 
a11d a silver star sl1011e i11 lier 

hair. Folded at t]1e back of her 
neck v, as a dear little IJair of 

• wings. 
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3. 'Good-afternoon, Lucy,' said 
this little lady. ' Why do yol1 
look so sad ? ' 

4. 'I cannot do my sums,' 
said Lucy, and she hung her 
head for sl1an1e. 

5. 'That is odd,' said tl1e 
lacly, looking at her with sharp 
eyes, ' for you seem a clever 
girl. Are you sure you try 
your best?' 

6. 'I do11't k:now,' said Lu_cy, 
with a frow11; 'I l1ate sums.' 

7. 'But you lik:e danci11g, do 
you not ? ' ask:ed tl1e otl1er. 
'But I knovv you clo, for I 
heard you say so. v,T ould you 
be happy, if you could dance 
a11d sing all day long?' 

8. 'Oh, tl1at would be 
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lovely!' cried Ll1cy, clappi11g· 
her ha11ds. 

9. Tl1e little . lady. smiled. 
' Come along then, n1y child ; 
you shall have yol1r wish ! ' 

4. A FAIRY GIRL. 

1. But 110w Lucy was just a 
tiny bit afraid. ' Where are we 
going ? ' she asked. 

2. ' To the scl1ool of the 
fairies,' said her new frie11d. 
' J\1ak:e haste, or we sl1all be 
late ! ' And she spread Ollt her 
pretty vvings. 

3. But Lucy sl1ool~ her head. 
'Tha11k you very 1nuch,' sl1e 
said ; ' but I ca1111ot fl~y lik:e 
you, so I tl1i11k I must stay at 
ho111e.' 
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4. ' B~y no n1eans ! ' said t11e 
fairy. Sta11ding" 011 ti1J-toe, ·lie 
touched the little girl witl1 lier 
wand; and lo! Ll1cy beca111c a8 

sn1all as herself, with a pretty 
pair of wings just lik:e her o,iVIL 

5. Now indeed tl1e little girl 
was full of joy. She fla1Jpecl 
her wi11gs to and fro, feeling· 
just like a bird. ' Ha, ha ! ' she 
said to herself, ' this is better 
tha11 work:ing a nasty sum ! ' 

6. The fair~y took her by the 
l1a11d, and sl1e found herself 
flyi11g out of tl1e vvi11dow, as 
the busy bee had done. 

70 Avvay they flew, across 
tl1e play-g"rou11d, and over tl1e 
master's garden. 

8. So111e lo,rely pi11ks a11d 
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roses were growi11g there, a11cl 
Lt1cy would have liked to stop 
and pick a bunch of them. 
Bt1t h.er nevv frie11d seemed in 
a very great ht1rry, and did not 
give l1er ti111e. 

9. Tl1ey crossed the road, far 
above tl1e carts a11d horses, and 
fle·w over fields a11d rivers·, t1ntil 
they ca111e at last to a deep 
green wood. · 

5. FLYING THROUGH THE AIR. 

1. For a time Lt1cy was as 
haJ>py as a quee11 ! It seen1ed 
so gay to g"o saili11g" lik:e a bird 
over tl1e vvaving trees. 

2. B11t after a ,v11ile her 
wings began to flap n1ore 
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slowly. She ,vas 11ot used to 
fl~ying~, you see. 
- 3. 'Oh, dear me ! ' she cried, 
' I am so tired ; I can't go a11y 

fartl1er. ICi11d fairy, let n1e 
rest, I pray ! ' 

4. But the fairy sl1ook her 
11ead. ' There is no s11ch worcl 
as ca11't,' was her reply. ' Tire 
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a11d begi11 agai11, is tl1e fairies' 
pla11.' As sl1e said tl1is, sl1e 
clasped L11cy's ha11d more 
closely tl1a11 ever. 

5. 011 a11d on they we11t. 
Ll1cy was pa11ti11g 110,v. Her 
breath ca111e sl1ort, her cheeks 
vvere l1ot, l1er legs a11d her 
back:, l1er ar111s a11d lier wi11gs, 
vvere as tired as tl1ey COllld beo 

6. ' v,The11 sl1all ~re get to tl1e 
scl1ool of the fairies ? ' she 
cried. 

7. 'Very soon, ' said l1er 
frie11d ; ' do you 11ot hear tl1e 
school bell ri11gi11g" ? ' Ju► t 
then, Ll1cy see111ed to l1ear tl1e 
faint tii1lrle of a bell. 

8. ',vhat is tl1e 11a111e of tl1e 
school ? ' sl1e asked. 
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9. 'Ml1sl1room Hall,' said tl1e 
fairy. 'Mada1n Ti11y is tl1e 
n1istress, and sl1e teacl1es 
nothing~ but si11ging~ and da11c­
ing. So 110w you will have 
yol1r wish.' 

10. 'A11d are there 110 Sllms 
to do at all?' asked Lucy, witl1 
wide-ope11 eyes. 

11. ' Never a sun1,' said tl1e 
fairy. Just then, they came to 
a sweet green dell, and Lucy 
was told that this was the 
school of the fairies. 

6. MUSHROOM HALL. 

1. 011, l1ow glad the little 
girl was to fold her wings, a11d 
be at rest. She sa11k: down 
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amo11g-- the daisies, too tired to 
speak or tl1ink. Bu.t by-a11d­
by she felt better, and began 
to look: about her. 

2. l\!Iushroom Hall ,vas a 
very large school. There were 
so 111a11y pl1pils, yol1 could not 
have cou11ted them. 

3. Each fairy pl1pil sat on a 
ml1sl1roo1n stool, witl1 ha11ds 
neatly folded 011 her laIJ ; a11d 
all stared so l1ard at Lucy tl1at 
she felt c1l1ite sh·y. 

4. Tl1e scl1ool bell was ring­
i11g still. It was a blue-bell, 
waving i11 tl1e wi11d. ' Tink:le­
ti11kJe- ting- ti11g ! ' it see111ed 
to say. 

5. J\iaclam Ti11y sat on a 
larger 1n11shroon1 in front of 
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l1er class. She ,vas a -ver;y 
brisk little fairy, witl1 eye I a 1 

sharp as needles. I11 l1er har1d 
sl1e l1eld a s11ow-wl1ite wa11d. 

6. 'Al1, Swift-wing·s,' she said, 
look:ing at Lltcy's friend, 'who1n 
l1ave '1ve here ? ' 

7. 'A 11e,v 1=>upil, if it please 
you, macla111,' tl1e fairy made · 
re1=>ly. 'She does not lilre 
su111s, a11d wisl1es ratl1er to 
da11ce a11d sing all day 1011g. 
So I l1ave broug·l1t lier to yol1.' 

8. 'Qt1ite rigl1t ! ' said l\1ada111 
11i11y. 'Tak:e your place i11 tl1e 
class, n1y cl1ild.' 

9. She waved her wand as 
sl1e spok:e, a11d, all at 011ce, 
tl1ere grevv out of the grou11d a. 
fresl1 111 l1sl1roo111 stool. It was 
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pl1re white on the top, and 
was lined below with brow11 
silk tuck:s. 

10. Sitting down on tl1is 
stool, Lucy took: , her place in 
the scl1ool of tl1e fairieso 

7. THE FAIRIES AT SCHOOL. 

1. A11d 110w the bell stor>ped 
ringi11g. 'Al1 ! ' said Madan1 
Ti11y, 'it is time for our dancing 
lesson. Strike lll) tl1e 1nusic ! ' 

2. A swar1n of bees at once 
began tl1eir bag-pipe drone. · A 
robin i11 a tree sang~ with 
n1err3r notes, a11d a frog croaked 
in the pond. He tl1ol1g~ht his 
song was the sweetest of all. 

3. Then the fairies sprang 
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from tl1eir seats, took~ Ll1cy b} 

tl1e hand, and beg~a11 to da11ce. 
Tl1ey made a great fairy ri11g~ ; 

and ~Iadam Tiny stood i11 tl1e · 
1niddle, wa-ving her wand. 

4. At first they went quite 
slowly, and as Lucy was 110 
longer tired, she was quite glad, 
a11d thought it gr~at fun. 
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5. ' Heel a11d toe, 
Rou11d ,,1e go ! .. 

sa11g-- the fairies. 
' Heel a11d toe, 
ROlllld ,,re g~o ! ' 

sa11g L11cy too. 
6. But, after a vvl1ile, the 

fairies bega11 to da11ce 1nt1cl1 
faster. ~L1l1e~y vve11t so fast tl1at 
L11cy's l1ead reeled. All tl1e 
trees see1ned to SJ)i11 lik:e to1)s, 
a11d tl1e v·ery' sk:y look:ed as if 
it ,, ere da11ci11g too. 

7. 'O11, tlear 111e ! ' cried I"'l1c3 ; 
' stop, sto1J, k:i11d fairies ! I a111 
tired. I can't da11ce a11y 111ore. ' 

8. 'Tire a11d beg--i11 agai11,' 
said Mada111 Ti1131 , ,vi tl1 a frovv11. 
' 1~11ere is 110 Sl1cl1 word as 
" ca11't " ill fair3rla11d.' 
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8. THE OLD SCHOOL AGAIN. 

1. 'Heel a11d toe, 
Round we go ! ' 

sa11g tl1e fairies, danci11g faster 
than ever. 

2. 'Ol1irp, chir1J, chee ! ' piped 
the robin. 

'vVl1irr-r-r ! ' droned tl1e bees. 
' Oroak: ! ' said tl1e frog fro111 

tl1e pond. 
3. But Lucy sang no more ; 

she l1ad 110 breath left. Still 
tl1e dance went on, till she was 
ready to fall to tl1e grour1d. 

4. At last poor Lucy burst 
into tears. 'I just hate danc­
ing,' she sobbed. '011, l1ow I 
wish I were back~ i11 scl1ool 
doi11g n1y sum ! ' 
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5. A1id tlie1i, slie never 
col1ld tell how it came about, 
sl1e f ou1id herself seated agai11 
iii tl1e class-roon1, vvitl1 lier 
slate iii . front of lier. 

6. Madam Tiny was no-
where to be seen, nor Swift­
vviugs, 1ior the da11ci11g fairies. 
Tl1ere was not a si1igle musl1-
roo1n stool i11 sig,.11 t, j l1st tl1e 
old n1aps, a11d deslrs, a11d forn1s. 

7. Slie loolred at lier slate. 
Tl1e sun1 ,,1as still half do1ie, 
a1id 011e of tl1e li1ies ,vas 
wro11g. 

8. ' Tire and begi1i agai1i ! ' 
said Lucy witli -a s1i1ile, a11d 
before 1011g e,rery line i11 tl1e 
su111 ,vas right. 

Edinburgh : Printed by W. & R. Chambers, Lnuited. 
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FIRST PRIIMER. 32 pages. 
Tli.: Lessons are specially constructed on the word-building principle. All the words 

of three letters within the vocabul&ry of a child, and containing only short vowel-sounds 
and s111,,·le consonants, are introduced, together with a few words of two letters necessary 
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form a connected story. 

SECOfJO PRIMEH. 
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FIRST INf'ANT READER. 8o pages. 
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272 pages. 
288 pages. 
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Hawthorne, F'ra1 ,c;ois Coppee, Mark Tw,,in, W. L. Alden, Charles Kingsley, Flora 
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Mrs (,askell, Mr, Craik, Sir Walter Ral~igh, Henry Newbolt, Robert Browni11~, 
Thackeray, Sir Walter Scott, Captain Manyat, and Sir Thomas Malory. 

The books have been very carefully graded, and lists of difficult wor~ and aU 
neces!;.lry ei:planations have been placed at th<' end. There also will be tound numerous 
ex.-..rciscs based on the r~ding les~ons, intended to train the pupil& in the art of self­
~xpression and the correct use of the mother-tongue. 

EFJtECTIVE READIMG SHEETS. With Coloured 
Illustrations. 
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