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NATURAL HISTORY, &c. 

THE HORSE~ 
OF all quadrupeds, those of the horse kind m;erit . 
a distinguished place in natural history. Their 
beauty, strength, activity,, and usefulness, all <;on• 

, tribute to render them tlie principal objects of our 
.curiosity and attention. Horses ar.e bred now in 
most parts of the world. Those of Turkey, Ara
bia, and Persia, are accounted better limbed and 
proportioned than many others; but the English 
race horses may justly clairp the precedence of those · 
of most European nations, and are not, perhaps, iv.,. 
ferior in strength and beauty to those of any other 
country. The horse grows till the age of six, and 
usually lives till twenty. , 
. A 3 -
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A HISTORY OF 

THlf Ass~ 
THE ass is much rridre hardy than the horse, and} 
Hable to fewer c:lisea~es. · He is usually of a dun 
cotou·t,and has the form or"a cros&·-up~n his back 
and' shoulcl'brs. The female goe·s·· above eleven 
months with y-:--ourig, and n_ever"prodt.ice·s nfore than 
one foal at a tin'l'e. The ass is three or .four years 
in coming to · perfectfon, arid lives till twenty, or 
twenty-five; We slee'fl$ much less than the horse, 
and never lies down for that purpose, unless greatly 
fatigued. The ass ' i's· a· beast of · burden; and of 
greater strength than · mos( animals of his size, 
but of a stupid and sluggisJ1 halure. He is some
times greatly attached to hi~ owner, whom he 
scents at a distance, and di'stiriguishes from other·~ 
iti a · crowd. · The milk of the fem.ale is ·used in 
QOnsumptions, and mu~ll ·esteemed by ·physicians. 



BRI'l'ISII Q.tJ.ADRUPEDS. 1 

THE BULL. 

Tat bull is a very strong, fi'erce ·creature· ; 11is 

strengt
1
h in all parts of his bo11y is veryweat '; but" 

especially about his head· and 'rleck. His forehead 

~eems to 'be ·made for · fight; having · shorl, thick 

horns, with whi-cn he can toss tip' ii'lfo the air a. 

large· doft , &c. · whicfi h~ fi.iriously receive~ · again 

as it faUs, ancl sometimes so gores· i( with his 

horns, that- at length he destroys· it. · The bull is 

a·· \'ery sho?t-'lived aliim'al for hi"s si•ze ahd strength, 

iseldom exceedirig si•xteen years:·· He' ar'frves· to 'the 

greatest perfcctiort hi England; the c1imate· and 

verdnre of our · plains best agreeih'g ~with his ·con

stitution. Th~· pains taken by the English nation 

to 'bring their ' horned cattle to perfection has been 

attended ' with'' complete success; for•· by mixing 

t
2
hem with foreigtt -breeds they hav'e increased their. 

Beauty as well as their strength. · • 

I 
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THE COW. 
'f-HIS animal, in respect to size and nature, is 
,something Jike the opll, of which she is the female, 
hut of all quadrupeds she seems most liable to al ... 
teration from the quality of her ·pasture. This 
is more observable in other countries than in our 
own. Thus Africa is remarkable for the largest 
and the smallest catt1e of this ki!'ld, as are also 
Poland, Switzerland, and several other parts of 
E--urope. Among the Eluth Tartars, where the 
-pastures are remarkably nouri-shing and luxuriant, 
the cow becomes s@ large that few men can reach 
the tip of its -shoulders; but in -France, w here the 

' animal is stinted in its food, and driven from the 
richest pasturage, it greatly -degenerates. . 

The cow has seldom more than one ccJ,lf at a 
time, and goes about nine months. Her_ nature 

-_ap,d use being _so well known w~ -df!cline a farther 
description. 



l3RITI~H Q-UADRU PED'S. 9 

THE SHEEP: 
THE sheep is' a creature uni\·ersally known, hei~g" 

Orie of the chief for human food. Its wool is of 

great use for dothiug. Most countries have plenty 

of this creature, but none exceed . the English 

sheep. They seldom live ten years, • tholigh a.

creature of a moderate size., and- well cov·ered. 

They are of a weak constitutioi1, a-11d sul~}ect lo 

many disorders.; the greatest paft df which are, 

c·ontagi·ou's. The ram gt>nerate'S not till the third· 

y~ar, a'r1d· continues fit foi generation till the eighth.' 

The ewe continues t'o hear as long as she livas ; 

i.he goes · with young about twenty week~, and 

frequently brings forth two at a time. The sheep, 

in it1fpresent ' domestic· state, is of all anrrnals the ' 

most inoffensive and defenceless: with its liLerty ' 

it seems to have- ·been deprired of its swifiness i:ln,l ' 

cunning. 



]0 A HISTORY OF 

TE-JE GO,\ T. 
T:.il.F an ima l scnns... iB e\'e ry ri>Gpect, het~e r adapted r,:; a lifl' .o f avc1g-e ·i11 depe11dt nce than the sheep_. 
I t jc; naturally pO~$essed nf a greater share of i l! 
s-•inc t, a.id i~ ·consirl ernb ly stronger, swifter, and 
n.o re couiageo1·£. Lin:: ly, pbyful, an<l caprici

ous, it does not easily submit to be confined, but 
chooses its own pastures, delig ht s in climbing pre
cipices, and is often seen reposing in peacefu l ~e

_( urity upon the summit of t!1e highes t precipi<'es. 
It seem~, indeed, Getter plea eJ with the heathy 
. ,,ountain, or the shrubby rock, than the cultivated 
Jie lJs of ar t; an1l it s favourite food coni;ists of the 
tops of boughs, or the tender bark of young tree!:l_. 
The milk of'ihe goat is sweet, nourishing, and me
d icinal, and not so apt to curdle upon the stomach 
as th at of t,he cow. Tht' goat produces two 
young at a ti me, t:,ometime three, .rarely foyr. 



BRITISH QtADRG:-'EDS,· l! 

TME HOG. 

tars animai, _ in a natural sfate, su fari 8' ts princi
pally ll_pon roots and vegetables, , and seldom a-t
tacks any oth1fr .animal, beihg Goritent with such:, 
pto\'"isions as are obtained withont danger: yet · if 
it happens to meet ~viih a dead and even putres
cent carcass, it immediately sei2ies upon it, as 
eligible trnq. In a domestic state it is the most 
sortlid and brutal ahimal in nature; the awkward
ness of its form seems to influence its ~ppetites, 
and, it appears to make choic2 only of what other 
anim'als fipd the most offeh.sive. Stupi<l, inactive, 
and drowsy~ its life is a complete round of sleep, 
and gfuttony; and if supplied with suflfoient food, , 
its flesh eoon lie-comes a greater load than its legi· · 
are able to support. The sow goes with young 
about four months; • and pr-0ducee· six, eight1 or· -
twelve· in a litter. , 
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'ff-JE GREYH.OUND. 

THE greyhound is well ki;nwn at present., ancl 
was formerly held in such e:;timalion, that it w~s 
the peculi'"a-r companion of a gentleman; who, in 
ancient times, wa k nown by his horse, his hawk, and 
his greyhound. It has a ·1011g liody, sharp liead; 
full ey~, long mouth, lit.tie ea rs, with Lliin gri stles· 
in them, a straight neck and full breas t;. h_is fore 
and hind legs are long and straight; and his ribs·· 
rounc1, strong, and full of sinews, and taper about · 
the belly. It is the swiftest of the dog kind, and 
easily trained for the chase when twelve months 
old. It courses by sight, and not by scent, as 
other hounds do; and is supposed t-o outlive alP 
the dog. tribe. 



· THE POJNT~R 

~s of foreign o_rigin, as its name seems to i~ply; 
,but it is now naturalized in this couutr.y, 'A hic,l, 

ha_!; long been famous for dogs of this kiJ1cl; the 

_greatest attention being paid to preserve the breed 

jn il.:, utmost purity. Tbis dog is remarkable for 

' the aptness and facility with which it receives in• 

_struction. It may be said to be almost self-taught; 

v.-i1ilst the English setter requires the greatest 

care and attentio;i in breaking and training to the 

spo,t; the pointer, however: is pot so durable an,l 

hardy, nor so able to underg0 the fatigues of an 

_extensive range. It is chiefly el).1pl6yed in finding 

partridges, pheasants, &c. either for the gun or net. 

J t is said, that an English noblem,ao (Robert 

Dudley, duke of Northumberland) wa;s th.e firs~ 

~hat broke ,a selling-dog tp lllft net. 
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THE TERRIER. 
THE terfier fias a most acute amelJ, is ger:erally 
ttn attendant: dn every pack of hounds, and is very' 
expert in for'cin'g foxes or other game out of their 
coverts. fr fa the determined enemy of all the · 
vermin kind ; such as Weasels, F oumar'ts, Bad-· 
gei~, Rats,. Mice, &c. It is fierce, keen, and 
hardy; and,- fo its eri'coanters with the Ba<lger, 
sometimes me·ets witli v~ry se\'ere treatment, which 
iL ~ustains with great courage ahd fortitude; anrl 
a well-trained veteran~ <log frequently proves more 
than a matcn for that hara-biting animal. 

There ate two kinds ol' terriers,--the one rough, . 
short-legged, long-backea, very strong, an'd most. 
commonly of a black or yellowish colour~ mixed
with white; the other is smooth; s'leelc, and beau·-~ 
tifully formed, having a shorter body, and mor~· 
1nig h tly- appearauce. 
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THE FALLOW-DEER. 
THE fallow-deer is Je5s than the stag, _ a_nd has 
pal mated horns. Iu other respects, his• form and 
manners are the same ; yet he never associates 
with the stag, though he inhabits the same forests. 
The coiours of this species are various; reddish, 
dark-brown, spotted, and often white. Venison, 
or the flesh of the fallow-deer, is in high estimation, 
is delicate and nourishing food; hence herds of them 
are ofte n kept in gentlemen's parh. If the herrls 
be large, they <livide th emselves into smaller par
ties, among· which contests frequently happen; 
they then a~tack one another, and i"n these trials 
of skill, exhibit wonderful proofs of ord~r and 9b:
stin~cy. In the rutting season, he is not so ffi\JCh 
infuriated as the stag, but ~s_ frequently inv.ol_v.ed 
·by rivalship, in terri'ble conflicts. 

B3 



A ·HIS'TORY OF 

T l-I E ST A-G.' 
Tms· animal is the" most beautifui of the deer 
k,nd ; the eleg~nre of his form, the lightness . of 
his motions,. the flexibility of his limbs, his bol,d 
branching horns, which are annually renewed, hi:s 
grandeur, sti·e,!1_gt}~ / a~~ swiftne~~• _giv~ _hi~ .a .de• 
ci4e<l pre-emin'e_n~e _o,1er every other inha§_itai,t _c?f 
t~e forest., Tl~~ ag~ of the_ stag is known by li}s 
horns. The' first year exhi6its only a short protu~ · 
beratice, which is· covered w'ifh a hairy skin; the 
next year, the horns ar_e i,traight and' single; the 
tnir'<l year produces two _antlers, the fourth three, 
and w'hen arrived ·at the sixth vear, the antletil 
amoui'lt to six or··seven on each s1de. · 

" 



i°HE ·C/\T . . 
T'HE. cat, "7h~n yolfng. is of all animat;· the ~~!;r: .. 
!portive anil piayful, but as itK year_s i'ncrease, ii' . 
be.gins to grow more s~rio uil, and aiso more arifuJ.. . 
Although cats canhot alisohit ely see in· tne dark, 
as. is often asserted, yd lh~y see much better -in ; 
the twilight, or when it is· d1:,rnky, thari in broad" 
01:iy-light. During the da_f the pup.fl ' of this. ani~' 
rnal's eye is ·contracted, but fr1 the dusk it resumes ·~ 
it.s l)~tural roundness. The n6cttfrnal meetings o( 
these creatures seem a ctirious peculiarity. They 
c_all _one another together bJ lou·d · cries , i:ind_ some.:; ·· 
times meet ih great numbers; when they meet/ 
tl1ey. lo(•k at one HOOL her in a mcnacir1g mannero ~ 
wi:ithe themselves into a thousand threatening pos 0 .. , 

t,~res, anµ _wi~l}out~ any apfa1:e11_t caus_e, ~y -~p~¥i; 
one another with the-me,s,t furious rage, with tee.~i:t 
a'n'd c1aws W('}u-~ding.1and· lateiating one ' an'6thir:,..·· 
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THE FOX. 
' IT'1-1E fox has ever been famous · for his cunning 
cancl art$, an<l he partly merits his repulation; He 
:g-enerally kPeps his kennel at the edge of a wo-0d, 
.:Und yet within a short di8tance from some cottage; 
:from the11ce he Ji 5te11s to tbe cackling of the 
,f') wls, scents thPm at a distance, makes an a~tack 

' with the first opportunity, and seldom returns 
without his booty. If l}e be ahle to get into the 
:yard, he begins by leveli11g_ all th~ poultry, and 
cari:ying off a part of t he spoil, hides it at some 
convenient di.,tance, and agaiA returns to the 
-charge. The she fox produces but once a year, 
and ::;eldom has more ·than four or five cubs at a 
litter. To these she is peculiarly attentive, and 

_ if she suspects that the place of their retreat has 
. been discovered, and that her young have been 
. disturbed during her absence, she removes them, one 
aft{lr another, ~n her m~1;1th to, a place of security. 
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TH!: badger is a solitary·, sti;pid a11imal, t~~t
1 

~eek$ refuge remote from ·man, at1d digs itself i 
deep winding hole, with great assiduity ; its leg,; 

being very strong/ and its claws stiff ~nd horny._ 

[t seldom ventures fai from its habihition, as it 

runs but slowly, a!id can· .t,ind safety oHly in the 

trength of its retreat. When surprised by dogs 

at some · distance' from its hole, · it falls upon its 

hack, combats· with despe·rate re·soludon, and se1 .. · 

dom dies unreveng·ed on its enemies. The badger 

sleeps the greates·t part , o·f its time: and ·is particu,.' 

larly fat during the winter season. Its flesh is 
6atel'l by the poor' of some counfries, btit, is very 

rank and ill-tasted. v\i'hen takeri young the bad- . 

ger is ea11ily tamed, aiid afte~ a short time, will 
play with the d·ogs, and follo~-v its master abiut 

tbe house. 



I -

A HISTORY OF 

THE OTTER. 

-·Tl-IE oaer i · an amphibious animal, that lives boll1 
.on land and in water, yet it nev_er g0es into the 
sea. It abounds in all nations where there ant 
~i,;ers, or fish-pond . It is less than the beaver, 
and 1:esemule · it iu mo. t parts except in the tail. 
It has -~ rough skin, and the hair of it is very 
soft a11d neat, like tl1e hair of the beaver; its feet 
and tail are like a dog's, and tt;eth very sharp. 
Thoug~ it lives in a11d upon the water, yet it .is 

_f.orced to ti;tke breath. It i exceedingly sv,ift in 
pursuit of its prey, w}1ich are mostly fieh, with 
which he fills his Jen so. full that it stinks to that 
degree as \o corrupt the air. [n the winter-time it 
lives chiefly upon ltrnd, and feeds upon fruit, bark 
of trees, &c. It is hunted with <logs_, ,~nd by me~ 
· vith sharp spears. · 
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T'HE M'ARTIN .. 
THE· martin may be styled the most b~autiful of 
·n British beasts of prey. · Its bead is elegantly ·_ 
ormed; its eyes are lively ; its ears are broad, 
'ounded, and 'oi5en; its ~ack, its sides, and tail are'' 
covered with a fine · downy fur, wiLh longer hai r ·· 
• termixed, the roofs of an a ·h colour, tbe middle ~ 
9f a bright cbes1iut, and Lhe points black: the beaJ? 
's brown, with a· slight cast of' i"ed; ~he legs ana ~· 

), eet of a .chocolate colour, a:nd the throat an •;,., . -
breast white; The mai·tin is a lively active · 
animal; he runs up rough walls with great clexter~ --
i_ty, and finds ah easy access to the pigeon and th(. 
hen houses. He· seiz-es birds in their nests, anci°" 
preys on m1ce, rats, and moles, and is remarkably 
fond of honey. The martin differs from the pole- ··. 
cat, being about four or five inches longer, its nose -
i'8 flatter, and its cry •is sharper and more pi.ercing. ·· 
They ar-e chiefly hunteci for' the,i-r· skins. 
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THE WEASEL. 

THE weasei has a long thin body. Ther~ ar., 
~ome of this species of different colours, as red, 
black, anll some all white. There are two sorts~ 
one a domestic weasel. living in houses, barn&~ 

&c. the other wild, living in the woods nnd moun~ 
tain~. The domestic weasel kills a11d dest~oy~ 
rats, mice, moles, hens, chickens, eggs, &c. A~ 
their prey is precarious, they sometimes live a 
1ong time without food; and if they happen to 

fall in where it is plentiful, they destroy a-11 abou~ 
them before they at tempt to satisfy their appetite. 
Its robberies are always committed in the night, and 
11eeps most part of the day. It is said, the young 
can be tamed and rendered familiar and caressing, 
by stroking it often on the back, and threaterung, 
and even beating it when it bites. The weasel, 
when irritated, has a fretid smell. It is common 
in temperate and 'warm climates, but rare in 
north~rn l'egions. 



ir 1T1sH Qu,AnnurEDs: 

, TH:E sQtJIRR,EL. . , , , , 
THE squirrel is a pretty l\ttle a,tiimat which fo: 
only half ..yild: it is embell1shed by a fine spread} 
ir.g tail,)ike a plume of feathers; which it rr,i ses 
a,bove ifs~ head, and: forms into a kit1<l of shaJe-'. 
It is a less qirndi:uped t}lan almost anj otl1er fo ci:r .. ' 
footed animaL It generaJry sits npr,i g ht, .:ind Ll :-1~B; 
jts fore feet as hands. Instead' of hiding itself id 
the earth, it is c011tinua1ly in the air; by ih lig ht
ness and aclivitj it r'es·embles the feath ered tribe;} 

\ . . •· . 
~nu like them rests upon the branchd of trees: , 
teaps from one to ar.other, and in the hig hest of' 
them, builds ' its nest. ft avoids water more tl1an
the earth; and-it is e\'en asseited, that. ,,.,·hen this< 
animal is ooliged'·to cross: a river or slreP.m, it u5es'. 
the bark of~ tree, or 5orne light woody st1bstance~_;. 
as a boat. In summii;., i.t deposits a quantity of.· 
nU-ts in the cavity of some old tree, to whici} ~ 
lfas· recotitse foi' provision in wihter: 

o· 
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THE ·RAl' . . , t ,: ; , . 

r.J.'l-lll!H,i;: ~r,e t\yo )finds of rats know;1 jn thi~ cot/~"' 
try>-the blac~ rat, whicl~ was fonnerly unfrersa1 
~em, b:1 t i~ pow v_efy r~rely seen, having beery. 
almost e~r.irp;:i tE~ hy the l~rge brown kind generally 

, ~istingui~hed·! hj; the name of the Norway rat.-. 
1.'his formid f! ble invader' i~ now unive·rsally diffused 
~.hrough 'th~' wh~le ~04ntry; fr~m wpence every 
method hcis been trie<l 111 vain to 'exterminate it.
it '•i~:, 'aj)oµ·t nine ~~ch;s ·1ong; of a light bro'wn 

' t olo4r,' ~i'~cd wi'th t~~rfr and ash; the throat a~d 
t,elly are of a ~irty whit~, inclining to gray; its 
fee~ ~re n~¼ed, and pf a µalp flesh colour: the tail 
JS &f lo~g a~ the ~odyl covereq with minute d1~sky 
~cal~§ , .,. q1i11ly intersp~r~ed ~ith short hairs~ 
lt is~ hq! (L, fie rce litqt! anim~l ; · ,tnd, when closely 
pursued, will tu rn and fasten on i~s assailant.
It~ bite is keer1; : and the ·· woµnd 'it ih'flict~·· is ' pain
f~l a~d difficult to hl:'al, owing. to tpe f~r~ ?( i~~ 
teeth, which are long, sharp, and of irre.guhr forrq. 
:J'h~ ~urest ll)etJ10d of ~plipg lp~m ii l?.r po.isQJ\: ·• 
l ~- ;- .· ;, , "'" ... , 1 r , •· • ', 
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niuTISH Q'U;\.DRUPEDS .. 

tHE' MOOSE. . 
! . ' . . . ; ' 1.·· 4; .. : _ , 
TH.I& littl~· adimal ,' when de,-t·ed ~·ithout the ~i~"'-
~ust . and. apprtflie~siotj. w ~~-(ch usually accomp~ nie4: 
the sight of it. _is \·ery 6eau

1
tifu_l; _its skin is sleek~ 

·ind soft, its eyes _bt\~ht and li_vfly_, all ~ts limhf
1 

tire formed with exqti'isilt' ~~licacy, ~(nd i:ri .d!o~iohi,_ 
are smart an'd-J1cti',tie: -~ The m'ot.rs'e. · ori'iigJJ8rtli 

" ' .• •·' • , I , J -1-
SeVe_r~ l times, in (he ~·ear, "!-,nd ge~1eta.J:r, frorn, SI~, 
id ten · e,lch litter. The young arf .pfoducect With-:., , 
~ut hci.t°r, an1 iq little, more tf1a_r1

1 
qfleen ~J_ys __ ar~; 

~ble to subsrst hy the1nselves ;: so· ~hat the ipcteai~ 
is prodigious~· ' ThJ~ a~i!11a! rs_ ~iff ti~·~cr. ~rl $reg~ 
r.mmbers over almost: evety . p~rt ~f ,tt~e . w~rld;_

1_ I ~, 
~eems a _constant at~enq_ant ~ ~~ man,; and· i_s· _o~lf., 
(o be found, near his . dwell.mg. Jt~ . enem1e.s . ~.te
~umerous ap'd p~werfttl, and.i_ts ,-IJlea'ns of tJ~)'starfo«/ 
wea~ and_ inconti14efable ;· its m'inutenJsl se~tWs td. 
~e _its , best s~ctirity,; and it .ts ~a.ved' frdrri tittel; 
~xti11ction only l>y i(s ii'ma .i1 ng fecundity .' , &om'~' 
few of_ t_his species are of a pure white t ofotii-' ;- bu'l'. 
i hether they are a permanent kind, or only ari 
Jcr.}den tal var!et,f, cannot wel l be det·ermib1edi I 
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•"f,1AT£ Guinea pig, tho.ugh a native of the war 
jli'mates ,of Bnizil anc1 Guinea, li,·es and breed& it1 
i1emperate and e .Vt-'ll in colu countries, provided it i~ 
,ilf<:l{?-f.'_ffY takep car_e of, Jts skin is 9f little or nq 
'va-hie; and the flesh, .v,·_hich is _v.ery indifferent 
food, ~ight be grJiatly in:proved, were they reared 
in. war_re~1s, and ,supplied with a proper choice of 
;herbs. These ani1:r.als at:tain t.heir full growth in 
tigh_t or nine months. )'he fe(Ilale wver goe~ 
with yo,~ng above tl11-ee ,veeks; and has been 
f<nown _t,o Ld11g JorJb , .. ·lien only two mo11th.s old; 
:t,he f,irst Jitter amounts to four or fiv-e, the second 

· .to f(v.e ·o,~ _six, and the rest to se,·en or eight, and 
)lOmetimes to ten or elev.en; and she doe not 
·s1,1ckle her young above tweh·e or fifteen days. 
'A thousand t,::iight ~e roi ed from a single couple 
.fo. o.ne year, did they ·not frequently destroy each 
!)ther, .or p erish by the cold and w~t. They feed 
,on all sorts :)f l)erbs, e pecially on parsley, which 
_·t prefers to bran, flour, or bread. Of apples and 
~ the_r fruit it i exceedingly fon!L ' 
t.,; .. . ., • • • f ,. ~ • 
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THE I--i°EDGE-HOG~1 

f ~E h'~dg~-h~g,' .at fi~st sight, see~s to ~ea/ f 
s:trong re~embl.an,ce . to the porcrif>irre; but, ~n ex~ 

ami'nation, it is f~mitl t~' dift~~ rpater_i,aHy, both in · 

Che structu:-e df its' teeth, ancf' fhe ' snoh11es!I' of it's 

spines or qui1fs. • Tti~\•nglh ·, of'. t-he ~~-fo,it farie', 

from six to te_?' i11c~e~.(/he . ~~~~: back'. , ~'nlf _side~ 

are covered, wrth ~pm~s; -~11t the nose~ bteast, and , 
belly are· covered" with fin'e soft ha.if. Th'e· teg!! 
are short, and a11,~~~t .f>~re; tifi'e to.es on each _foot , 
are five _in: numbet, long, and septiratE?d; and th~. 

t'ail, ~hh:_h _i~ ab'c>t1t an ipch long~ is: s</ ~onces.led 

by (b~ s}1iries; as to be scarcely visible: . ,, They, 

generall f res)de' In. smiill . thickets'~" ahct' f~e'd: 
on falle~ •· fruhs, -~;otis·: · and in:se.ct~;; they iref'a)ifo ' 

yery fond of fle's~ ~e'at~, eit.Her ra~ 9r .~oasted •. 

They chiefly wand'er ab?i'it'.,oy nig~t, and durio'g, 

~}e day Ii~ ccm-ce:ii~d in· thei?)10les. They m"a7 ..., 

he iu · iofoe degree domes~rcated. 
c •,si 
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THE -wlOLE. 
lf aJJ: mule is aLout the bigness of ~ rat. ThJ 
!lnout is like a hog's; its feet are like a Lear's, 
p n_d legs short; its ~-oes, with which ·it d:gs up 
.the Par,th, have sha,rp nail s. It lives iu th e earl~ 
;upon wo;ri::r:is.. It ha s no ears that can he discern
__ ed; ye~ it hears in tli.e _gro1,Jnd per_fec.tly well. It 
js gener.ally of _a bJc!-cki sh colom, with short smooth 
,hair, and soff as w_ooL -It-.s eyes are commonly 
phut o.r covered. Moles m1:1ltiply so f~st, that we1:e 
i~eir U:Umbei:s not ,constan.tly re<lu ce~l, th~y wou11 

· perhaps <lo ~nQre .mis.::chief below gr_pund, by de:
. ;strnyrng the roqts of pJant_s, th an is -effected above 

~y -all the __ ravages of quadrupeds ~d birds. Th-e 
. nest in which they depo;;it their young is of a 
_·_;e-uriou_s s._tr_ucture, 4nd is erectetl i-n the largest of 
.those. hillocks we -~ee in .the fields. It is above f. .. • 

th~ su~f~ce 9f the ground, and C§illnOt _he a.ffef~d 
· 1?_:y ordina~y foun~atiqns. · ,. . . ·- .. 

I • • V ·-' 
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THE BAT. 
tJ'1-1Ehat'makes its fir~t ,appearance,eai:]y in s~1-mmer,, 
~nd c·omme1~ces its flight in Lite· <lt1sk of the even-" 

1ing; pt·incipally freq11enting the sides of woods 
and sliady walks, and skimming along tlie surface 
of pieces of w~1te;-. lts flight is a laborio1:.18 irre
·gular mm·ement. It feeds ·Upo1'1 gnats, moths., 
,and nocturnal i11sects r!f every kina, and appears 
o·nly in the most pleasant evenings, when such 
prey is abroad. At other times it remains con
-cealecl in the chink of some dilapidated building, 
~r the hollow of .a tree. .Thus, even in summer~ at sleeps away the greatest part of its time; never 
"'enturing out by day-light, ·rwr in rainy weather. 
The bat is abo1H. the size of a mouae, covered 
with a for of a dusky Lrown colour ; its wings 
~re an extension of skin all round · the body, - • · 
~tretched on every side when it flies, by the fou,r 
.inner ,toes of the fore feet, which are enormously 
loo,g, aud serve like ma.sts that kee,p the sail ~pr~acl. 

.. ' 
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I THE HARE.' 
T1{i ha;·e· rs· a ' tih;id a1nd dete~~eles~· animal, ani 
doomed to per~et~iil .1ai1ger~ in the fi~ld. Wht'n:' 
taken young, it .is eas_ily tamed, it i~ g·entle and 

_ ~aressing, bl.It i~ f,iRes·. every opp-~rt un-i tl of flying 
off to regain its}L~r~y'. _ Harei ne'!er go far from,.. 
the place of their b1r;th. When hunled / tl-ley never . 
r·emove to a great d'.istance','anci' atways return · to · 

their seats. Whatev'~r ~oml>er' of hare's may be in ' 

the neighbo i:frho'od, t'V
0

ery one ha~ a s'eat where it 
sits· in .-solitude arid silence·. · Hares sleep mOEt part 

of the· day, .af tfight they have ~ometh'in_g like fel. 
1pwship, ahd leap, gambol.,, a :,d chasi drie another 

by moon-light, but the !110St accid'ent.al noise wil( 
alarm ana .. separate them' in . ail iustant. They 
f~eu on herbs, leave·s, and ifrain ; they eat the 
~ark of all young trees, except . that · of the alder 
~'tl'J lime, and ai:e fond of birch, parsley, and pi11kei. 
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llIE R-ABBIT. 

_'- o;rwITHST . .fNDING the general resemblance 

,which exists between the rabbit and the hare, 

-their l1 a bits and propensities are ,•ery d-ire.re.n.t, 

.as wel1 as their fecundity, and several other dis:. 

~iuguishing ch11rfic~e-ristics; ,and they also seem to 
liav·e· a natural aversion t@ each other. 

The rabbit. lives to the age pf nine or ten years. 

}t prefars a ,va:rm climate; arid fo S"veden, and 

-~ther northern regions, it cannot ·be reared btit i~~ 
houses. .J t i~ com-mon, however, in all the tempe:

rate cop.Qtries of E'Urope . . In Sp3.in they had ~nc~ 

'become-so numerous, and were f'ouncl' so destruct.ivf,! 

Jo vegetation, that the inhabitants were obliged , t<;> 

fotroduce ferrets from Africa, in order to diminish 

;thei·~ numbers. · · · 

They abound iM every pl:lrt · -of Great Britain, 

esper.ial!y i·nC?lmbri-dgeshire, Norfolk, Lincolnshire,, 

.and on .the wilds of Yorkshire ; !mt in mat:1y of 

,these par~s several vva.1:rens are lately. COfl_Verte4 

,into ,sheep. p'Rsture, or tillage, and th-€ numbe,r 

f.[ ( abl}it~ }s .~on seq uen tly ,9iminisl;e.~ ' ' 
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THE SEAL.· 
T~E s~a1 is · an ' amohibious ani~al , which s·eefu~ 
f~ constitute on~ ~f the last steps of gradatiorl 
het".l'een the .. ra~e of quadrtipeds and fohes, a11<f 
which, although generally classed by naturalists 
~mong ~he ~ormer, appeara to pa rffl t<~ in a greater 

· degree of the natu.re a-nd habits of the latter. I~
is f'ound, with some n i r

0

iafio~1 of speciE'S , in almo<Jt 
every q1!a~t ~r of the a lob; ; b,i'i. chiefly a ho11nd ~ ii i 
the ncirt_hefr1 seas of ~u'rope, .!\s_ia, and America~ 
~nd _in the unfrequented regions towards the soutn 
p6Je. , I • • • • 

· ,;'he usual length of thi i animal is five or si i 
feet. It is· covered with short hair, of variou s 
colours, smooth and shining. It ~as fiv·e toes oi( 
~ad~. /dot, which ar'e armed with st.ro~g sharp-' 
cl_a~s, vvherel,y it is enable~ to climb the .rocks, O!\ 
whi,ch it delights to bask in the stin. Whe1·1 
' . . t titken young these animahi are capabfe of bein~ 

(amed, · and will even answer· tor. name, and foll·o':.v' 
ttt- ir· masi ~• r::e •Jikc a · Jug: 
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THE DORMOUSE. .., . \, . , 

PF all the rat species, the d_ormouse is tl}e ]east 
ugly. Its eyes ar~ sparkling, its tail is tuft_ed, and 
hs hair is rather fair than red. It never lives in 
houses. It is seldom found in gardens, but chiefly 
frequents the woods, where tt finds a ~helter in the 
hollow of some old tree. 

The dormouse becomes torpid by the cold, and 
rolls itself up in a ball; it r~nrfres in mild weather, 
and hoards up nuts an'd other dry fruits for future 
·sustenance. It forms its · nest · in trees, like the 
squirrel, though gener~lly in a lower situ~tiM, 
~rnong the branches · of a n4t-tree, in a bush, &c. 
,The nest is compo&ed ·of h~rbs· -interwoven, a,nd is 
~bout 6ix inches in diainet~r, has no aperture but 
at the top, and contains three or four . yoqng ones. 
;Ray, who had seen this animal in Italy, observes~ 
hat _the small dormouse which is found in England 
s not red upori ~he back like the Italian, and that· 
jt probably belongs to another 11pecie1. 
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THE WOLF. 
- . 

'11:i'i ,volf is one of t!1cse quadi·l°rpeds, wl1oi,:e app~! 
rite for animal fooJ i:; Lhe most vehement, a11:½ 
'\\1hose means of sat1sfyi11g his appet ite ,a1 e tl ~ 
-ihost va1'ious: .Kature l,av ing furni ·l!eJ him \,·ith 
strength, Cl:lt!JJing, agility' and every requisite fo 
v.,msui11g, o\'ertaking, and coniuering hi:-; . prey. 
Yet with all tGese advantages, he freque:i:i.Ll_y -die 
of hun·ger; being obliged to flee from human habi 
fations, and to Jive in dle forest; where the wild 
i nimal s ei tl~e r elude him by their art or swift11cs·,,. 
er are i;upplied in too small· a proportion lci ~atisf• 

is rapacity. · 

PINlS ~ 









,· 


