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FAMILY CONVERSATIONS:

< ON THE

t

BEING AND PROVIDENCE

OF GOD.

MR. Cur1sTIAX is supposed to be a respectable merchant,
who had retired from business. His youngest son,Thomas,
Jately come from school (his education being finished), had
dropped several hints which discovered his mind to have
been poisoned with the principles of Atheism, suggested to
him by his French teacher. His father is informed of this,
but defers charging him with it till, in the following conver-
sation, he hears it from his own lips. Samuel is the old
- gentleman’s grandson, -4 child of about five years old, who
was alone with Thomas in the parlour.

Samuel. Uncle, who made this table ?

Thomas. The cabinet-maker, my dear.

Sam: And who made this stove ?

Tho. The smith. : 3

Sam. And who made your clothes ?

Tho. The tailor, child.— :

‘Sam. And who made that bird ?—{peinting to a Canary-
bird which hung in a cage just above them.)
 Tho. Nobody, my dear: that came from the egg of an-
othey bird, : ST :

Sam. And who made the first bird ?

Tho. How should I know, child? It sprung from an
egg, [ suppose. : R
g%‘am. er))d who made that egg?

Tho. And why all these impertinent questions ?

Sam. Because when ] ask mamma, she say$ God Al-
mighty made birds, and every thing; but you don’t say
God Almighty made any thing.

Tho. Mo, child; I dw’'t know that he did make any
thing. : - : :
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At this moment entered old Mr. Christian, and overheard
the Jast words of the conversation, which fully confirmed his
suspicions. ¢ What, Thomas,” said he, a little severely,
¢ don’t you know that God made any thing? And aie
you sowing your Atheistical principles in the young heart
of my grandson ?”’

«¢"Sir,” said Thomas, rather confusedly, he has been
teazing me with his little questions till I was almost out of
patience, and gave him the answer, which I suppose you
heard.” .

< Bat, son,” replied the old gentleman, ‘¢ the subjcet i3
too serious for such excuses. Lo deny your Muker because
" of the inuocent impertinence of a child, is shocking ; and I
am well persuaded such a sentiment could not have escaped
your lips, if it hud not been lodged in your heart.—But,
Thomas,” continued he, ¢¢ sit down, and let us talk a little
‘on this very important subject.”—50 drawing his own chair
néarer the fire, and seating his little grandson on his koee,
Thomas rather reluctandy sit down on the other side of the
fire-place, and his father proaceded. _

Myr. Christian. ““ | have beard, son Thomas, with much
concern, several hints from ditferent quarters, that you are
tinctured with the French Atheistical philosopby :—tell me
frankly—is it true, or is it not ? ; ‘

Tho. Sir, 1 confess our French usher used sometimes to
philesophize with us, and ridicule the vulgar notions on the
subject.

Mr, Chr. He denied the being of a God, then ?

Tho. Heacknowledged no God bat nature.

Mpr. Chr. And did you agree with him ?

Tho. I attempted to reason with bim a little, at first; but
finding he turned all my arguments to a jest, | let him have
his own way. '

Mr. Chr.. And you began to think his way right ?

Tho. Sometimes, 1 confess, | did. ’ :

Mr. Ch#. And sometimes you made use of the same rea-
soning with others. :

Tho. | believe I may have done so, to fry mny logical skiil
among my companious; but bad no design to make coafu-
sion in my father’s family. :

Mr. Clr. 1t may be so, Thomas; but it grieves me to
think that yourself should be infected with notiorsso dunge«
rous and destructive. :
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szo. \Vhat harm, Sir, can they do. me? I have not re-
nounced the prmuplcs of honaur, patriotism, or morality.,

Mro Chr. Perbaps not, yetis: but did you never feel the _ -
doctrine of a Deity a check upon your moral conduct ?

Tho, Perhaps | way. :

M. Clr. And since you have: doubted his existence (to
say the least}, have you never in your vices, or what you
may call your youthful foibles, found yourself pleased with
the idea that there might be no God to see them ?

T%o. I cannot altovether deny it. .

Mpr. Chr. Then you must own that the belief ofa vame\
) Bt‘mc 1S a restraint on ViCE. .

T//o. I must confess it, in some degree.

Mpr. Chr. Yes, in the degrec in which you believe it,

Tho. But if there beno God, why should we be tor-
mented ‘with a nonentity ?

Mr. Chr. You sheck me, Thomas. aGod\i‘s-no torment
to a good mar, but the source of all his happiness; but, as
to his being, look at yonder, house— (pointing through the
window to a new-one, at some little distance)—how do you
think it came there ? '

Tho. It wasbuilt, certainly, .

Mr. Chr. Did you seedt built ?

Tho. No, Sir, it has been built since I was at school.

M. Chr. But how do you prove it was built ?

Tho. Y qur question is singular, Sir; I cannot doubt it
~—all houses are built. :

Myr. Chr.. But how would you plove thal was.?

Tho. It is demonstrative from the work ; there is the la-
bour of the bricklayer, the mason, and the calpenter.

My, Chr. Then every house is buxlt by some man ?

Tho. Undoubtedly.

“Mr. Chr. Look then a‘>owe-—-beneath-—alound you. Is
not the universe a palace of immense grandeur ?. The blue .
arch of heayen, how magnificent and sublime |—Every house
you admit, is built by some ‘one ; then admit the reasoning
of our Apoctle, and own that ¢ « he that built all thmos is
God.” Heb. il 4. Y

Tto. - Sir, I .am not insensible to this argument, but wil
you permit me to state a few objections ?

M. Chr. Most readily, and state them with all their force.
Let -us hear the strong reasonings of your infidel French
apostle.
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T'~. You, doubtless, consider the Supreme as a perfect
Being 2
Mpr. Chr. Certainly.
The. As is the author, so is his work.
Mpr. Chr. Granted. A
 Tho. But do not you see, S v, amidst all these splendid
objects, a thousand. errors and impe:fections both fatural’
and moral ? ‘ :

Mp. Chr. Thomas, look again at yonder house; what
think you of it?

The. 1t is not finished, Sir, !

Myr. Chr. How do you know that ?

Tho. By its appearance, Sir.—QOne wing is higher than
the other—there are no windows inserted—no floors,—no
portico—and, besides, the scaffolding isnot all pulled down,.

- and there are a variety of building materials, stone, brick,
and timber lying round about it.

" My, Chr. But what think you of the skill of the archi- -
tect ? : Rl

Tho. Iam no great judge of architecture, Sir, but I think
the design seems noble ; and I dare say, from what I can see
of it, it will be finished in a style suitable to the generall
idea. 3 :

Mpr. Chr. But 'do younot observe several imperfections
and defectsin the building, in its present state ? :

Tho. Sir, I anticipate yourapplication, and stand self-con~

- demned. [ daré not criticise the unfinished work of an artist,,
and yet 1 have been rash enough to eensure the unfinished
work of God. _ u ;

Mr. Chr. I am happy, son, that you comprehend my
meaning.—The present world,” you see, is in an unfinished
and imperfect state—many evils and imperfections you may,
indeed, observe; but, when the scheme of Providence is
completed, things may have quite a diﬁ%r’ent appearance.
¢ Judge nothing,therefore, before the time ;” but take the.
counse] of the poet— :

¢ Wait the great teacher, Death, and God adore.””’

PART IIL

THOMAS ‘reading alone in the parlour, Mr, Christian
and his daughters enter, and the following conversation en-
sues between the two former,

>
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Mr. Chr. Well, Thomas, I am glad tosee your leisure
time employed upon a book, and [ kope it is a good one.

. Tho. A favourite author with me, Sir—Cicero, )

Mr. Chr. A celebrated writer indced, Thomas, though a
hesthen. Favour us with a specimen.’ ’ :

- Thom as reads the following passage :— :

¢ Does he merit the name of man, who, after having
viewed the stated and invariable motions of the heavens, the
regular arrangement and disposition of the stars, and the nice
connection and harmony which reign throuyfiout the uni-
.- verse, shall, notwithstanding, nmaintain thot all this is the
effect of blind chance, and not the work of reason ; thoueh

the wisdom by which they are conducted, far exceeds the
power of the hunan understanding to con:prehend?  When
we see a sphere, a curious dial, or any other piece of ma-
chinery moving artificially, itis never questioned that the
are the effects of design : and can we then contemplate’ that
mighty power, whereby the heavens perform their revolu-
tiors with such amazing velocity; whence arise the regular
vicissitudes of the seasons, so admivably contrived for pronvot-
“ing the happiness and preservation of the whole system ; and
yet doubt that the world is diregted, I will not say simp}y'
by intelligence, but the most consummate and divine wis-
dom ?” : G4

My, Chr. Well, Thomas, what think you of Atheism
BOW? » ;

Tho. ¥ confess I am satisfied as to the existence of a
Supreme Being, and that it is most unreasonable to deny
i, ;

My. Cir. Then I hope your heart glows with gratitude,.
_ and your tongue longs to praise him. - g

Tho. Alas, Sir! whatcan Ido? « What would my praise
be to bim that sits above the heavens, and looks down upon
the stars? [t would be as if the crawling maggots on a
dupg-heap were to look up at the sun, and say, *“ O sun,
thou art warm !’ :

Mpr. Chr. True, my son—you have given a just idea of
the highest praise of mortals ; but suppose you had formed a
generation of the most contemptible insects, if you endued
them with power of intelligence to know that you was their
author, and that the continuance of their being depended on
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you, wou'd yeu not ¢xpect theém to pay you some ackuow-
ledement ? &

Tho. I cannot tell what to say to such impossible suppe-
sittons + but I think I shogld ¢not ure xbout them.

BMr. Cir. But suppose you did care for them daily, so as
to provide them with proper food, and convenient habitations,
and yet they not only neglected to praise you, as thcy:wcre
able, but also dispuied your existence, and denied their ob.
ligations to you ? o

Tho. I might be provolied to crush them with my foot -
but I do not suppose the Supreme Being so interests himself
in the trifling concerns of men. He is supremely happy in
himself, without the existence of a cresture ; and made us,
I conceive, not for his own sake, but to be partakers 'of his
felicity. [If we are virtuous and happy, it is well ; if not,
it can be no trouble to him. '

Myr. Chr. Then you beiieve in a God without divine at-
tributes. : ;

Tho. How so, Sir? 7

Mr. Chr. Do you believe he is infinitely wise 2 :

Tho. Certainly ; that he knows all things, not by study
or refiection, but bya simple view of them, as we see the
objects which surround us.

Mr..Chr. Do you admit of his omnipotence 2 : ,

Zho. Unquestionably. ‘Notbing is impossible with him
‘that is not a coatradiction in itself.

Mr. Chr. Do you believe he is infinitely eood 2 ‘

Tro. T pleadfor it; too good to make any of his crea-
tures unhappy. ' ~

Mr. Chr. A truce to your objections —You believe that
God is infinitely wise, and knows alt his creatures and all
their concerns; you believe he is cipible of doing every~
thing he pleases, not in itself impossible and absurd ; you
believe he is infinitely goud, and made his creatures to be
happy ; and yet you think that he cares nothing about them,
and never interferes in their.behalf, How do you reconcile
_these things, Thomas ? : w3k

Tho. 1 deny not,-Sir, that God interferes in the govern-
ment of the world ; but-1 do not believe he troubtes himself
with the puny affairs of individuals. j ; 3

M('. Chr. Do you not consider God as the Father of his
creatures? :
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Tho. Certainly, Sir: as the wisest, kiudest, best of
Fathers. : ¥ e S :

My. Chr. Can a father then’ discharge his duty to. his
family, without caring for the individuals that compose
it ? ' ~ g

Tho. No, Sir; but I conceive the cases are not suffici-
ently parallel, There is, indeed, no comparison between
the small concerns of a private family, and the infinitely
varied interests of the:whole creation.” =~ i

Mr. Chr. Neither is there any just comparison between
a human father, like myseif, and the infinite Creator. 'He
- 1s as much above me, as the concerns of ‘the universe ex-
¢eed mine, But suppose we consider him as the Supreme
Governor of the World ; a good King, you know, is the
father of hijs people. R : :

Tho. True, Sir; but a King, you know, doe§ not stoop
to the concerns of every individual subject, but governs
them by common laws, and general equity :—s0.God,

(1]

~

the universal cause, - S !
¢ Acts not by partial, but by gen’ral laws.” :

AMr. Chr. 1 agree with your poet, taking the proposition
generally, and.with some exceptions;-but the doctiine of
a general Providence is very different from that of no
Providence at all. 1t is one thing to say that God moves
the machine of nature in an uniform manner, 4nd quite
another to suppose that he has abandoned 1t to itself,

Tho. 1 do not pretend that, Sir: 1 only think that the
Almighty does not interfere in the common occurrences of.
the world, nor.in the trifling concerns of individuals, :

Mr, Chr. I am glad .you agree with me so far, and [
hdve no doubt of compelling you to go farther when we
can pursue the.subject; but, as tea is ready, we will jjost-
pone it for the present, and give your sisters an opportu-
nity of conversing with us ou subjects less intricate, and
more agreeable to them. '

e N S

PART I1T.

WE left Mr, Clristian and his family, at the tea-table,

where the conversation was suspended for the preseat.

-+
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T! e hext evening Mr. Thomas entertained his sisters, and
the younger branches of-his brother’s family, with some of
~ the curiosities of his microscope. Old Mr. Christian him-

~self made one of the party, and introduced a M. Field, u*
simple, honest, and industrious farmer, and one of his te-
nants in the country; to whom he rightly jadged the sight
would be as novel and entertaining as to the young folks.
Thomas exerted himself with much affability, fo please
and inform the company. After he had exliibited a great
varicty of vegetable subjects, and of animalcules, with
many scientific and philoscphical observations, Mr. Chris~
tian thought it was tune to give another turn to ‘the con-
versation—to ¢“ rise, through nature’s works, to nature’s
God;” and, in fact, that this was a favourable opportunity
to resume the subject of Divine Providence. ~After ex-
pressing, therefore, his high satisfaction (as did all the
company.), with the conduct and observations of his son,
he asked the following qnestion :—

~ Mpr. Chr. And aow, Thomas, do you think-that all these
innumerable creatures, and systems of ¢reatures, which
your glasses discover, beyond the observation of a naked
eye—do you think that all these are under the immediate
government of God ? - ,
Tho. Sir, your question requires deliberation.
~Mr. Chr. You are right : it does require some delibe=
ration 3 for if you give it the negative, here are innumer-
‘able creatures, yea, worlds of creatures, exempted from
. the government of Deity. = If you take the affirmative, then
it appears the government of God extends to worms and
butterflies; yea, to millions of millions, invisible to human
eyes. gt o A ~ | R
Tho. But may we not, Sir, take a middle course, and
suppose that God, having made. them under some fixed
laws for their preservation and increase, they exist and
multiply in consequence ; not beyond the limits  of his
government and alltllority, but without hisimmediate con=
cern and interference ? ‘
Mr. Chr. Let us not deceive ourselves with general

terms without ideas, What are laws without government ¥
And what is government without superintendence and in-
spection ? . .
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Tho. Your reasoning must be admitted as to the moral
world; but in the ndtuml world the case is different.
Every creature obeys the tuws of its creation.

Mr. Chr. Do you admit, then, that Gud mterferes n
the moral government of the world ?

Tho. I believe that the dispositions of Providence are
such as, on the whole, to pum\h vice, and to reward vir-
tue ; indecd the latter is, in many eases, its own reward,
and very often, vice lts own punishment.

. Mpr. Chr. Butdo you think that Provilence ever inter-
poses to effect thisin particular instances ? G

Tho. In some extraordinary cases, 1 believe, even this
must be admitted, as iu the punishment of murderers and
tyrants ; but it does not therefore follow, that Providence
interferes in the concerns of common mdmduals, much
less of ravens and of sparrows.

Myr. Chr. But seeing you admit the doctrine of a genc-
ral vaxdence, and even of a particular mterfcreuce of
the Dextv In some extraordmdry cases, what is your ob-
Jection to admit it universally ?

-~ Tho. I think it unwoxthy fhe Divine Bemg

Mr. Chr. Do you think it was unworthy of the Dlvme
Being to create worms and animalcules?

[’/zo. No, Sir; because the creation of them discovers,
I think, more of the Divine wisdom and skill than almost
any other part of the animate creation.

Myr. Chr. And so doth their preservation and support.
- The targer the family of the Creator, the more apparent
his wisdom, power, and goodness in providing for them.
For my part, Thomas, I know not kow you may feel upon
the idea of being abandoned by the Creator to the hazard
of time and ehance; but perbaps your principles may not
affect your feelings. 1 can conceive no hypothesis so Ho-
nourable to God, or so comlfortable to man, as the univer-
sal influence and superintendence of the Creator: a Pro-
vidence that, extending to all worlds, aud wil creatures,
condescends to e, to spari'm'vs, and to worms; in fact,
that we and they ave every where surrounded with the Di-
vine presence; aud that, as your poet and our Apostle uve’
agreed—'¢ [u tlim we live, aud move, aund have our Le-
1. ¥

Tho. It becommes me, Sir, to submit; bat I confess the



1y

idea you form of God is too great for me, and confounds
my utmost attempt to grasp it. Nor do I at present con-
ceive it either necessary or important to any of the pur-
poses of practical ‘religion. Here is our honest friend
Field, who, I dare say, never extended his thoughts to such
subllme speculations ; and yet you cousider him as an in-
telligent and good man.

Mr. Chr. 1 have no objection to your appeal, Thomas,
“and am willing that the debate shall close with him, if he
can prevail over his natural timidity so Yar as to give us
bis opinion.

‘Our hdnest Farmer had listened with much attention to
the preceding conversation. Upon being thus appealed
. to, he blushed, and hesitated, and pleaded hisincapacity;
but apon being urged by both parties, and promised that
_be should receive no interruption in expressing bis senti-
ments in his own way, he began.

Mr. Field. Fam, as you know, Sir (addressing Mr.,
Chrxsuan), not acquainted with book-learning. All my
learning is to be able ta read my Bible; and all my studies
are to practise it. I know nothing of philosophy, or of
~logic; therefore you will excuse me—the little T know is
what God and experience have taught me. When 1 first
. took . your farm, Sir, you know I was a young man, and
had a young Famil_y, which increased very fast; and some
of them had a good deal of sickness, which, God knows,
was very expensive to me. Beside that, I had but very
small means to begin with, and some very bad crops,
This lay very heavy on my heart, and I knew not what to
do. Inshort, I was afraid Ishould be ruined, and my
family be starved. This made me very melancholy and
thoughtful, till one day I saw a good number of sparrows
in the fields, and [ thought on what our Lord said about
the sparrows—* That not one of them can fall to the
ground without our hedven]) Father’s knowledge.” Then
I thought of the ravens, and what David says about them,
1hat God Almighty * feeds the young ravens when they
cry.” Well, thought I, if God cares for sparrows, and
feeds ravens, sure he can feed me, though my.crops fail ;
so it comforted me, and I began to cheer 1 up. Things tuok
another face, and I began to say with one of the Plophczs
samewhere—* Although the- fig-tree shall not blossom,
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neither shall fruit bein the vine; the fields yield no meat,
and there be no herd in the stalls; yetwill I xjejoice'\in the.
Lord, and joy in the God of my salvation.” ' ;
" Another time my poor children began to be: ragged in'
their clothes; my wife and 1 too were very bare; we had
a doctor’s bill to pay, and an undertaker’s for burying
some of the children. - Now I was at my doubts and fears
again, and very down-bearted I was; but one‘day as I was
walking in the fields, I noticed the wild flowers that grow
there, some of them very fine and gay; and it brought to -

my mind our Lord’s words .again—* Consider the hlies of ~ -

the field, how they grow ; they toil not, neither do they
spin: and yet I say, Solomon, in all his glory, wasnot ar-
‘rayed like -one of these, ' Wherefore if God so clothe. the
grass of the field, will he not much more clothe ye, O ye
of little faith #” - Liftle faith, indeed! said I, and began
to be ashamed, and pray for more faith—sc went on work-
ing hard, and trusting God ; and soon after a humant gen-
tleman took notice we looked bare, and gave me a good
picce of cloth that clothed me and the boys; and his lady
was very kind to my wife. So then I recollected what our
‘Lord says again-— Your heavenly Father knoweth that
ye have need of these things.”—So now, young gentleman
(addressing Mr Thomas Christian), you see that what:
seemed’ very absurd to- you—that God should care for

sparrows and such-like things, was very cemfortable to

me, and encouraging; and-I could not bear'the thought
that any of God’s creatures are shut out from his care
and notice; but chiefly, I believe, he is careful for his

own, because my Bible tells me—that ¢ as a father piti-

eth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him ;”
and 1 am now taught, through grace, to cast all my bur-

den on ke Lord; belieying that he carsth for me.
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