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FA l\f IL Y CO NV E Ifs A 'f IO N s: 
I • 

ON THE 

BEING AND PROVIDElfCE 

._ OF GOD. 

Ma. CmtJ~T'r.KN issupr,osed t~be a.respectable merchant., 
who.had retired from busines~. His youngest son,Thorpc\s, 
lately come from school (his education being fini~hed.J, had 
dropped several hints which discovereq his mind to have 
been .poisoned with the principles of Atheism, suggested to 
,him by his French teacher. His fath~r is informed of tbis, 
but defers cha.rging him with it ti_U, in the following conver­
satioll, he hears it? from his. own lips. Samuel is tbe old 

· g~ntlcman's grandson, -a child of about five years old, who 
was alone with Tho!Jlas in tne parlour. , 

Samuel .• U11cle, w\'to made this table? 
Thom.as~ The cabiret-ma~er,, my dear •. 
Sam. And who made this stove· ? 
Tho. The smith. 
Sam. And who made your c,othfs? 
Tho. The tailor·, child. --

,· 

'.Sam. And who made that bird .?-(pointing to a Canary­
bird whicb hung in-a cage just above them.) · 
· Tho. Nobody, my dea~: that came. fro'm the egg of an-
oth~t biril. - - · 

Sam. And who made the first bird:·? 
.- Tlw. How should \ know: child? lt sprung from an 

e_gg, [ suppose. . -: • 
Sam. And who made that egg? 
Tiro. And·why all these impertinent questions? 
Sam. Because -When I a k mamma, she say~ God AI­

miahty made birds, and every thing; but. you <lon 't say 
vid Almighty made any thing. 

T/10. No, child;· I d.u, 't know _that he· did make any 
thing. . 
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At this moment entered old Mr. Christian, and overheard 

the last wor<ls of the conversation, which fully confirmed hi~ 

susp1c1ons. " What, Thomas.,,, said be, a little severely., 

" don't you know that God made any thing? And a, c 

you sowing your Atheistical principles in the young hea1 t 

of my grandson ?" 
q Sir," said 'Thomas, rather confusedly, " he has been 

teaziocr me with his little questions till I was almost out of 

patien~e, and gave him the an:swer, which I suppose you 

heard." 
-'-' But_, son," replied the old gentleman," the snbj r'ct jq 

too serious for _s,uch excuses. Jro deny your Maker because 

: of the innocent impertinence of a child, is shocking,; and I 

am well persuaded snch a sentiment could not have esc:ipecl 

your lips, if it had not been lodged in your _heart.-But, 

Thomas,'' ~ontinued he," sit down, and let us talk a. little 

on this very important subject/'-So drawing his own chair 

nearer the fire, and seating nis little grandson on his kner, 

Thomas at her reluct;1ndy sat down 0!1 the other si<le of the 

, £r-e:pJace, and his father pro ~'-edecl. 

Mr. Christian. " 1 have hear<l , son Thomas, with much 

concern, several hir1ts frorri different quarters, th«t you are 

tinctured with the French Atheistical philosophy :-tell me' 

frankly-ii, it true, or is it not? 

Tho. Sir, I confess our French usher used som·eiimes to 

philesophize with us, and ridicule the vul~ar notions on the 

subject. -
Afr. Chr. He denied the being of a God, ,then? 

7¼o. He acknowledged no God but nature: 

f.1r. Chr. And did you agree witli h,im ? 
'Phu. I att,empt.ed to reason with him a little, at -first; but 

finding he turned all ~y arguments to a jesr, l let b·i;n have 

his own way. · 
'J\1r. Chr. - And you Legan to think his· way rio-ht? 

Tho. Sometimes, J confess, J Jiu. _ n 

lt1r. Chi. And sometimes you macle use of the same nrn­

soning wlth others. 
Tito. I believe I may have don e so, to. fry my logkal ski:t 

among my companior1s; hut bad no <lesion to mak<:: conf.!.l-

sion in my fatber's family. 
0 

· 

' l'tfr. Chr. Jt may be so, 'fbomas; but it grieve5 me to 

think that yourself should be infrcte.J with ·notio.r,s·so chn~e ... 

rou,s and ucstructive. ' -

., 

,. 
,. ' -, ,,, 
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Tho. Vvhat harm, Sir, can they do.me? I have not re­
nounced the principles of honour, patriotism, or morality. 

2tlr. Chr. Perhaps nc:rt, )'et; but dicl you never feel the • 
doctrine of a Deity a check upon your ,moral conduct? 

Tho. Perhaps I D?-ay. . .. ... , 
l'vlr. C!ir. And srnce you have doubted lus existence (to 

say the least~, have you neYer in your vices, or what you 
may cail your youtbfn]· foiblt·s,. found yourself please-el with 
the idea that there might be r:o God to see them? · 

TILO. f cannot altogeth-er de.ny it. _ 
lrlr. Clir. Then .you must uwn that the belief of a Divine, 

Being is a res_traint on vice. 
Tiro. l must confess it, in some degree. 
liir. Chr. Yes, in the degree•in which you belie~e it. 
Tho. But if there be .no G0d, why shoulc1 we be tor--

/ mented with a nonentity? · · · 
P.,Jr. Ghr. You shock me, Thomas. 0 God is -no torment 

to a good inan, but tbe source of all his happiness; but, as 
to his being, look }it yonder house- (pointing tbro'ugh the 
window to a new-one, at som_e little distance)-how do you 
think it came the re? · 

Tho. It was bu)lt, certainly • 
. Afr. Chr. Did you s~e :it built? 
1½o. No, Sir, it bas _been bujjt since I was at scbool. 
M ,·. Ckr. But J10w do yoa prove·it was built? 
T/10. Yqur question js singular, Sir; _1 ·cannot doubt it 

-all hou5es are bu"ilt. · 
1,.,fr .• C!,r. But how would you pro~e tliat was? 
Tito. It is demonstrative from the work; there is the la-

bol.1-f. of the brickla),er, the mason, and the carp.enter. 
M1•, Chr_. Then every house is built by some man ? 
Tho.' Undoubtedly. 
M,r. C'/2r. Look then above-beneath-around you. Ts 

not the universe a palace of immense grandeur? - The blue , 
arch of ~eaven, how nugnificent and sublime !-Every houi:,e 
you admit, is built by some orre; then admit the reasoning 
of our Apostle, and own that " he that built all things is 
God.'' Heb. iii. 4. - - . 

Tho. Sir, T am not insensible to this argument, but wiH 
you permit me to sta te a few objections ? 

.i}IJ.. Cl1r. Most readily, and sta te them with al\ their force. 
Let u s hrar the strong reasonings of your infidel Fren ch 
3p ostk. 

.. 
.. 
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Tlr, You, doubtless, conside.r the Su~reme as a perfect 

leing? 
Afr. -Chr. Certainty. 
Tlzo. As is the author, so is his work. 
Mr. Cltr. Granted. · 
Tho.· But de., not you see; S , am:dst all these splendid 

objects, a thousand. errors and impe1 fec tions both 1fatural 
and moral? 

N{r. Chr. Thomas, l1:>0k again at yonder house; what 
tbi'nk you of it? 

Tlw. It is not. finished, S-ir, 
lYir. Chr. How do_ you know that? 
Tho~ By -its appearaqce, Sfr.-One wing is higher than 

.the ot11er~there are ·n~ windows inserted-no floors,-no 
portico-and-, besides, the scaffolding is not all pulled dowr,, . 
and there ar~ a varitty of building materials, stone, brick, 
and ti'mber lying round about it. 

lv/1·. Ohr._ But what think you of the -skill of the archi• 
tect? . , 

Tho. I am no great judge of architecture, Sir, but I think _ 
the design seems noble; and I dare- say, from wliat I can see 
of it, it- will be finished in a style suitable to the general; 
idea. 

Mr. Cltr. But 'do y_ou·not observe several imperfectionsJ 
and defects in the building, in its present state ? · 

Tho. Si~' I anticipate yout a p,p]ication, and stan8 self-con- . 
· demned. I dare not crit_icisethe unfinished work of an artist,, 

and yet l have been rash enough to censure the unfinished 
work of God. -

Mr. Chr. I am ·happy, son, that yo,u · comprehend my 
meaning.-1:he present ~orld, you see,- is in an unfinished .,.. 
and imperfect state-many evils and imperfections yoirm"y, 
indeed, observe; . but, when the scheme of Provid'ence is 

, completed, things may have quit~ a diff~rent appearanc-e. 
'' Judge nothing,-therefore, before the time; '' but take th~. 
oounsel of the poet-

" Wait the grea\'teacher, Death, ~nd. God adore~~' ' 
• . t 

__j ~' -

, PART II'. 
THOMAS. reading alone in the pa~l~ur:, . Mr:- Christian 

and his daughters enter, and the following converiation en~ 
su" between the two former, 
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klr. Chr. \;'\,.ell, Thomas, I am ?:lad to-see your leisu re 
time employed upon a book, and I hope it is a good one. 

Tho • . A favour ite. author with n;1e, Sir-Cicero. 
}d r . Chr. A celeqrated writer in,~ee<l, Tborµ ~s, thougli a 

he <.1 then. F.avour us with a specimen. · · · · 
· Thom as read.s the following passage :- _ 

" Does he merit the name of man, who, after havina 
viewed the stated and invariable motions of the heavens, th~ 
regular arranf!ement arid disposition of tbe stars, and the nice 
connection and harmony which rei bo-n throutrhout the uni-• I'.) 

verse, shall, notwithstanding, maintain th.1t all this is the 
effect o f b lind chance, and not the work of reason ; thouah 
the wi'-tfom hy which they aie conducterl, far exceeds the 
power of the human un.derstanding, to corr,prehend? When 
we see a sph~re, a curious rlial, or any other piece of ma~ 
chinery mnving artificially, it is never questioned that they 
are the ¢ects of design: and can we then contemplate° that 
mig hty power, \\'._hereby the heavens J>erform th eir revolu­
tio ns with such amaz ing velocity, whence arise the regular 
v ici ssitudes of the sea~ons_, so admil'abiy cp n-t.rived for pronrot-

. ing the happine,::s and preservation of t}ie whole system ; a nd 
yet doubt that the world is <lirected, I will' not say sim p}y 
by intelligence, but the most consummate and divine w is­
flom ?'' 

Mr. Chr. Well, Thomas, what think you of A theism 
.ll O\V? ' -

Tho. ' I confess I am satisfied as to the. existence of a 
Supreme Being; and that it is most unreasonable to deny 
it. 

Mr . Clir. Then I hope your heart glows with uratitude, • 
and you r tongue longs to praise h im. . 

0 

Tho. Alas, Sir! what can I do? VVhat would my praise 
b e to him t~at /sits above the hea-vens, and looks dow n upon 
t he stars?, It would b~ as if the cra't'.1 ling maggots on a 
eung-heap were to loo~ up at th~ sun, and say," Q sun, - ,,, 
thou art warm ·. 

Mr. Chr. True, my son-you have given a just idea of 
the highest praise of mortals; but snppose }~Ou had formed a 
c:r,neration of the most contemptible insects, if you en•oued 
~hem with power of intelligence to know that you was their 
a uthor, and that the continuance of their being depended on 
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yo11~ wou:d you not <x-pect them to pay you some acknow­
led~ment? 

T/10., I <:annot tell what tn say to such impossible suppe­
sirions: hut J think I sh o ulrl cnot ure ,, hout them . 
. 111r. Clzr. But strpµose you did care for them daily, so as 

to pr'ovide them with proper fo0<\, and col!veuient habitatiuns, 
a n<l yet they not· only neglected to prai:;e you, ~1s they_ were 
able, bnt also <foputed ;rour ex1stt'n~e, and denie.d tbtu ob­
lig<ltions to you ? 

Tho. I might be provoked to crnsh them with ~y foot : 
but I do not suppose rbe S11preme ~ein.g so interests himself in the trifling concerns of men. I-le i-s sL1pmnely happy in 
himself, without the existence of a cre,1ture; and made us~ 
I conceive, not for his own sake, but to be partakers 1of his 
felicity. If we are. virtuous an<!_ happy, it is well ; if not, 
it can he no trouble to him. 
- Mr. Chr. Then you b<::iieve· in a God without divine -at-
tr1hu.tes. . 

Tho. How so, Sir ? 
ltJfr. Chr. Do you believe he is i1~fi11i!cly wise? 
Tho. Cer.tainly; th<\t h,e knows-all thrngs, not by study 

f>T reflection, hut by a 1;imple view of them, as we see the 
obircts wliich snrrouncl us. 

°Ji,fr. Chr. Do you aJmit of h is omnipotence: .9-
· .;J'ho. ,Unquestionably-. ' Notbi11g is impossible with him 

-that is not a contradiction in itself. 
Mr. C~r . Do you believe he is ifljinitt:~11 ~ood _fl 
1iiu. I plead for it; too good to m,tke any of his crea-

turt>s unh ,,ppy. · 
}.,f~ • . Cl,r. A truce to your_ obj ections-You believ~ that 

God is infinitely wise, and knows all his creatures and all 
their concerns; you believe he is c;·,p.1hle of doinl1' every , 
thing he plea,ses, not in i,rself impossible and absurd; you 
believe he is infinitely gou\.!, and made his crcattjrc.:s to be 
happy ; and yet you think that he car-cs nothjng about them, 
and never i,:iterferes in thei~behalf. , How do you reconcjle 
these things, Thomas? . · . · · _ · 

T}Jo. I den-y not, -Sir, that Go~ i11terferes in the uovern­
ment of the world; but · I do not believe he troubles 

0
himself 

with the puny affairs of individuals. 
lllr. Chr. Do yo.u not consider. God as .the Father of his 

creat'urcs? 



Tho. Certiiinty, Sir: as the wisest, ki11dcst, best -of 
Fathers. 

Mr. Chr. Can a father then d1c;Gh~ge bis duty to his 
family, without caring for -the indivi~lu·als that com_pose 
it ? 

Tlw. No, Sir; but I conceive the c-ases are not suffici­
ently. paralle l, Tl1err is, intleed, no comparison between 
th e H11~ll c0Bcerns of a pri vate family, and t_he in.finitely 
varied interests of the,wb " le creation. · · 

Mr. Clir. Neither is tl1ne any just comp:;irison between 
a human father, like my~elf, and the infinite Creator. He 
is as much above· me, as the cor.cerns of 'the uniyerse ex­

, teed mine. But suppos~ we cons_ider' bi_m a~ the Supreme 
Governor of th~ World; -a good King, you know, is the 
father of hjs peop!e. . · 

T/10. Tn1e, Sir; but a King, you know, doe~ not stoop 
to the concerns of every individt1al su.bject, out governs 
them by C(')mmon laws, and general equity :-so God, 

" -------the universal cause, 
" Acts not by partial, but by ge~'raf laws." 

l,Jr. (!lzr, 1 agree with your poet,' taking the proposition 
generaJly, and .with some exceptions; - but the doctrine of 
a general Providence is Yery <liffere nt from that of no 
Provideoce at all. H is on e thing to sny that G-<)d moves 
the machine 0f nature in an uniform mam'ler, a1, d quite 
a nothe r to- suppo5_e that he has aband oned it to i t~elf. 

Tito. 1 ~o not pretrnd- that, Sir: 1 only think t~at the 
Alm ighty...._<loes not interfere in the common occ urrences of. 
the world, nor in the trifling concerns of i_ndividu als. _ 

Mr. Chr. I am glad ,you agree with m~ so fa r, and I 
h a ve n'o doubt of cu-inpelling y o u to go farther wh en we 
can plfi!me th-e -subject; but, as tea i's rr ady, ,ve will pos t­
pone it for the_ present, and gi ve .your .sisters an opportu-
11it) of co1iv_ersing with us ou ::i ubj ects less intricate, and 
more agreeable to them. -

PART III. 
WE left Mr Cl:ri..t" l !J and hi fami ly , at the tea-t able, ' 

- where the con·, ersat1on was suspende@ for the present. 
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T Le next evenino lWr. Thomas e11tertaine<l his sisters, ancl 
the you_nger bra~ches of- his brpther's family, with rnm e of 
tne curiosities of his microscopf'. Old -~lr. Chri sti an him­
self made one of the -party, and introduced a l\lr. Fi eld, a· 

simple, honest, and indtistrious farmer, an<l one of hi s tc­
nan_ts 1n the· country; to wh om he rightly jnd g,ed the sight 
woti'[d be as novel and entertai!ling as to the young folks. 
Thomas exerted himself with much affa bility, to p1ease 

and i11form the company. Afte1: he had-exhibite<l a great 
variety of vegetable subjects, and of anim alcul es, with 
many s:c::ientilic and philosophic?J observati ons, l\Ir. Chris,­

tian thought it was time to girc another turn to th e con­
versation-to " rise, through nature'.s works, to nature's 
Go<l ;'' and, in fact, ,that t.his was a favourable opportunity 
;o resume the subject of Divi~e · Providence. After ex­
pressing, therefore, .. his high safisfa.ction (as <lid all the 

compauy), with t'he 'Conduct and observations of his son, 
he a!iked . the following qnestion ~-

l'rlr. Chr. And aow, Thomas, do you think, that all these 

innumerable crea.tures, an<l systems of treatnres, which 

your gl~sses discover, beyond the observation of a naked 

eye-do you think that all these ,.are under the irnme~iate 
government of God ? 

Tho. Sir, your question i;cquire~ <lelib~ration. 
Air. Chr. You are right: it does require some delibe-­

ration ; for if you give it the negative,_ here are innumer~ 
·able creatures, yea, worlds of creatures, exempted from 

. t,he government of Deity. If you take the affirmative, then 
it appears the government of God extends to worms and 
butte.rflies; yea, to millions of millions, invisible to huma~ 
eyes. · 

Tho. B·ut may we not, Sir, take a middle ,course, and 
suppose that God; having made,- tbeu:1 u ~1<ler some fixed 
raws for their preserv.ation and increase, they exist ~1id 
multiply in consrquence; not beyond the limits , of his 
government a1i<l authority, but without bis im~neJi.ate con-. 
-cern and interference ? 

},.fr. C/1r. Let us n nt deceive ourselves with gen6rnl 
terms without ideas. What are laws without government ?T 

And wbat is go\'ernrncnt w1tho ut slinerintendeuce and jn ... 
spection ? · , • ,· 
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Tho. Yol~l' reasoning must be admitted as to the m0ra,-l -
world; but 111 the natural worl<l the 'case is <lifferellt. 
E,·e ry creature obeys· th e taws of its creation. -
_ -~Ir. Chr. Do you_ l:l.rhoit, ·then, that l'.:Ju<l interferes in 
the mural government of the world ? _ 

Tho. f believe ihat the Jispositiot1s of Providence ar~ 
such as, on tht w!tult>, tu p1~ui:>h vjce, an-d to reward vir.­
tue; indce<l the la-tter is, i·n ma11y cases, its own reward, 
a_nd ver_y often, vice its own punishment. 
~ ]V/r. Chr. But do you think that Prov, ,lence e,·cr inter­

poses to effect this •1n p'artictdar instances? 
Tho. In some extraordinary_ cases, 1 believe, even this 

must be admitted, as in t-he puni.sbment of i__nur,forers ancl 
tyrants; but it does no·c therefore follo~v, that Prc>Vidence 
interferes in the concerns of · c9mmon individuals, much 
less of rave_ns aocl of sparro)vs. · 

Mr. Chr. ·But seeing you -admit the doctrine of a geue­
r"al _providence, and even of a particular interfcreuce oi 

- the Deity i·n some extraordinary cases, what is your o!J• 
jectioh to admit it universa11v? _ 

' Tho. I think it unworthy fh~ -Di~ine Being . .. 
-7'11r. Chr. Do you thi-nk it was unworthy of the Divine 

Being to create worms an<l animalcules? 
Tho. No, Sir; because the c.reation of them discovers, 

I think, more-of tlie Divine wise.lorn and !:>kill than almo!:>t 
any other part of the anima.te creation. 

Afr. Chr. An<l so doth their · prest,!rvati6n ancl support • 
. T-he larger the family of the Creator, the more appare11t 

his wisdom, pnwer, and goo<lne~s in providing for them. 
For my pc1rt, Thc,ma.s, I know not fi<,w _you may fet>l upon 
the ideu uf bein~ ·c1,l>audom:,I l.Jy "the Crec.ttor to the hazard 
of tim'e a11d eliance 1 !Jut 1wrhaps your pr.inciples may not 
affect your f1·eli11gs. I Cell! couctive no liy'puthesis so hu­
nourable tu God, \Jr so co11iforraole to ma 11, as tli~ t111} ver­
sa I iriflu t'n ce and ,;1.werintendt-nce of the Crratur: a Pro­
vidence tba.t, extendillg ll> all worlds, arid all crE-aturc~, 
condesce1JC.ls to m'e, to span~ows, a11d cu worm~; 1t1 foe , , 
that we a11cl they are cvt.~ry where surroun deJ with I he D1-
vi 11e pre:-.e11cc; a.11J th.at, as your poet ao<l ou~ A;10:--rl1::: a•. ~' 
agree<l-'' Ii. · Him w_e live, ,:1.1,J mov.e, u.11J _ha\'e llllr lH;• . ,, -
l l I:.!-

J ha. lt Liecumes me, s;r, to submi t; Lut I c.'o nf,_,.,,~ ,,he 
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i<lea you form of God is too gre-at for -m<", and confou11ch 
my' utmost attempt to grasp it. Nur do I at present con­
ceive it eith.er necessary or important to any oft.he pur­
,poses of practical religion. Here is our ho11est friend 
Field., who, I dare say, uever-extentl ed his thoughts to such 
sublime speculati_ons; and yet ,you consider him as an in­
telligent and good man. 

ll1r. Chr. I have no objection to your arp t>al, Thomas, 
· 11.nd am willing that t!1e debate shall clo l' with him, if he 
can prevai·l over his natural timidity ~o far as to give us 
his opinion . 

. Our h-Jnest Farmer had listened with much attention to 
th~ preceding conversation. Upon being thu'i nppealed 
to, he blushed, and he~itated, and pleaded his incapacity; 
but-(1pon b~ing urged by both parties, and promisl'<l that 
he should receive no interruption in expressing his senti­
ments 111 his gwn way; he began. 

lvir._ Field. 1' am, a~ you know, Sir (addressing J\1r. 
~hristian.), not a:t'luainted with book-learning. All my 
ltmrning ~s to be aqle to read my fiible ;· and all my st11dies 
are to practise it ♦ - J know nothing of_ philos!)phy, or of 
logic; tbei:efore you will excuse me-the lit tic- I know is 
wh<it God and experi~nce have taught me. When I .first 

• to_ok . your farm, Sir, you know I was a young man, and 
had a young family, which increasQp very fast; and soine 
of them ha<l a .good deal ·of sickness, which, Gqd knows. 
was very cxpensiv~ to me. Beside that, I had bu't very 
small means to begin with, · and some_ very bad cro-ps. 
This Jay very heavy on my he~rt, and I knew not what to 

do. In short, I was afraid I should be ruinea, •and ·my 
family be starved. This made me' ve_ry melanGholy and 
thoughtful, ~ill one t!ay I saw a good number of } parrows 
ia the field~, and I thought on what our Lord· said about 
-the &parrow~-" That not one of them can fal I to the 
ground without our"heavenJy Fathn's knowle'tl_ge." Then 
1 thought of the. ravens, and what-David S3}S about them, 
that God Almighty " fee<ls the young ravens wben tbey 
cry." Well, ·thought J, H God car.es for spatTO\.vs, •i:ln<l 
feeds ravens, sure he can feed me, thoug~ my-crops fail ; 
so 1t com.forte<l me, and I began to cheer up. Things took 
another face, and I began to say with one of the Prophets 
somewhere-" Alt.hough tLe- fig-trc~· shall not bfos:som,, 

', 

t 
./ 
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neither sh-all fruit be in the vine; _ the fields) icld no meat, 
and there be no· herd in the stalls; yetwilr J rejoice in the 

Lora, and Joy in the God of_my_salvation." · 
- Another ti'tne my poor children began to be. ragged in· 
their clothes ; my wife and .I too were very- bare; we had. 
a doctor's. bill to pay, and an undertakt:!r's. for burying 
some of the children. Now I was a.t my doubts and fca1s.. 
again, .i.n<l very down-b·earted I was; but one"day as I was 

· walking in the field;;, I noticed the \.vild flowers that grow 
there, some of them very fine and gay; and it brought to 

my' mfod our Lord's words . again-'-' Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do· they 
spin: and yet I say, Solomon, iry all his glory, was.not ar­

rayed like. one of these. ' Wherefore if God !So clothe.the 
grass of th·e field, will he not much more clothe ye, 0 ye 
of little faith?" · Liftlefaith, tndeeo ! said I, and _began 
to be ashamed, and prn.y for more faith-so went on work­
j ng hard, and trnstirig @od ; and soon after a humane gen­
tleman took-,,.notice w~ looked bare, and gave me a good 

- piece of cloth that clothed me and the boys; and his lady 
was very kind to my wif-e. So then I recollected what our 

, Lord -says again-·-" Your h~wenly Father · knoweth tha~ 

ye have. need of these things.''-So now, young gentleman 
(addressing Mr _ Thomas Christian)., you . see that what 

seemed ' very absurd to · you-that . Go~ sboulp care for 
_ sparrows and such-like things, was very c0mfortable to 

me, and e-ncourngihg; and I could 11ot bear the thought 
that any of God's s-reatures are shut out' from his c-a-re­

and _ ·notice; but chiefly, I believe, he is careful for .his 
oivn, because my B.ibte tells ·111e-that" as a father piti­
eth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him ;'' 
and I am now taught, through grace, to cast all my bur­
den on th-e Lord ; belieying that he caretli for me • 

• j <t, 

,_ 
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