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BOOK of MARTYRS. 
AN 

ACCOUNT of HOLY l\1EN 
WHO DIED FOR THE 

CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 

BISHOP RIDLEY. 

I-IE was ~om in Northumberland, a~d 
became Mafler of Pembroke I--=Iall. I-Ie -
was converted to our Religion by reading 
a famous Book on the Sacrament, and con~ 
firmed in his belief by a converfation he 
had with the pious Bifhop Cranmer. The 
good King Edward the fixth made him 
Biihop of London . In the beginning of 
bb') iy Queen Mary's rei6n, he was 
among the firfl, who for the faith of the 
Gofpel was imprifoned in the Tower. 
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from whence he was fent to Oxford with 

his two dear and good friends Archbiihop 

Cranmer and Bifhop Latimer, and there 

kept with them -in the .common gaol ; till 

after fome t;,ime, being feparated from them, 

h~ was committed to the cuftod y of one. 

Irifh, with whom he rem ained till the day 

of his martyrdom. 

In a letter of his to Bifhop Latimer in 
I 

prifon, -is the following paffage---_" I pray 

. you, good Father, let me have fomething 

1nore from you to comfort me ; for except 

the 'Lord affifi me in his · fe.r vice, I fhalI 

play but a very poor part ; but he can 

make a coward, in his cau[e, to fight like 
., 

a man. 
In a letter to another friend he wrote 

thus---" As far as London is fro1n Oxford, 

yet thence we have received both meat, 

money and f11irts, not only .from our ac­

quaintance, but from fcme !hangers alfo. 

I know for w hofe fake they do it." 

Again he wrote---" Ever fince I heard 

of our dear Brother Rogers's flout con­

feffion 
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feffion and departing ; bleffed be God fo r 

it ! I have never felt any heavinefs in 

1ny heart as fom eti mes I cl.id before. 

Bleffed b 2 God, notwi thflanding our hard 

reflraints, and the evil reports rai[ed of 

us, we are joyful in G .Jd : and .:i ll our 

care is, and fhall b e, by God's grac_e~ to 

pleafe and ferve him ; from him we ex­

pect, after thefe 01o rt and m omentary 

miferies, to h ave eternal joy and perpetual 

f elicity with Abra.ham, Ifaac and Jacob!~. 

'' As yet never a learned man, fcholar 

or other hath vifited us fince our coming 

hei:e, bu t I dare fay every one is well 

contented wfth his portion ; which is ou l_" 

heavenly Father's good and gracious gift. 

Farewel.---We fhall, by the grace of God·, 

one day meet, and be h appy together; 

which d ay affuredly approaches. God 

grant it may fhortly come." 

The night before he fuff'ered, he had 

his beard iliaved, and his feet wailied', and 

invited 11rs. Iri1b, his landlady, and the 

others about him to his wedding. By 

A 3 which 
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which this good man meant his entrance 

on everlafting ~1ory. Nirs. Irilli on this, 

falling into tears, he faid,---" 0 Mrs .. 

lrifh, I fee now that you love me not ; 

for in that you weep, it aEpears that you 

will not be at my marriage, nor are there­

with content. _ I fee you are not fo much 

my friend as I thought. But quiet yourQ 

felf:. Though my breakfafl: be fomewhat 

iliarp and painful, yet I am f1:1re my fup­

per .ihall be more pleafant." 

His Brother offering to fit up with him, 

he would not f uffer any f uch thing, but 

faid---" I intend to go to bed, and £Jeep as 

quietly as ever I did in_ 1ny life. Such a 

calmnefs did this holy man's faith give 

him. Th~ next morning he came out 

dreffed in a black go ·,rn , and loo"king be­

hind him he faw his dear and godly 

friend, Biihop Latimer coming forward, 

on which he faid to him,---'' 0, are you 

there ?" Ye , faid Latimer, coming after 

as fa fl: as I can follow. 

Being come to the flake, he lift up 

hia 
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his eyes and hands towards heaven ; ;.,nd 

then with a cheerful countenance, he ran 

to Bifhop Latimer, and faid, embracing 

and bffing him--- ': Be of good heart, Bro­

ther, for God will either ai.fuagc the vio­

lence of the flaine, or give U5 {hength to 

hear it." To which Latimer repliccl wid1 

.tn arniable cou :1~enance , i:1 ·which v:as the 

very piO:urc of comfort.:- -" Goel is faithful, 

who will not f u-ffer us to be tern pted 

above that which we are able." When the 

fire was brought, he added, " Be of good 

comfort, Brother, and pl'ay the man ; we 

£hall this day ligh t fuch a candle, by 

God's grace, in England, as I ttufl !hall 

never be put out." And fo it has hither­

to proved~ and will I. trufl prove to the 

end. _ 

Ridley then turning to the flake and 

killi ng it, prayed fervently. After which 

fetting hin1 telf to [ peak to the f pecrators, 

fome perfons ran to hi tn and flopped his 

mouth with their hands, barbaroufly re .. 

f ufing to let this holy man utter a few 

A 4. parting 
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parting words. Being afterwarcls {tripped, 

he flood on a fione near the ftake, and· 

offered up the following prayer :---" 0 

heavenly Father, I give thee hearty thanks, 

-for that thou ha:fl called me to be a pro_ 

feffor of thee, even unto death, I befeech 

thee, Lord God, have mercy on this king­

dom of England, and deliver it from all 

its enemies."' 
As a fm·ith was knocking in the fiaple 

which hdd the chain th;it was to fa Hen 

him to the flake, he faid to him---" Good 

fellow ! knock it jn hard, for the fleih 

will have its courfe ;" and when he faw 
the flame appH)aching him, he cried with 

a loud voice---n Into thy hands, 0 Lord, -

·I commend 1ny fpirit,~--Lord, receive my 
foul.'.' 

Thus perifhed in the flames this holy 

Ivlartyr, leaving behind him a glorious 

tefiimony to the truth of the Gof pel, and 

a memorable infl:ance of the power of the _ 

grace of God in f upporting his true and 

faithful fervants, not only through all the 

trials 
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trials and troubles of this mortal life, but 

in the moft unjufi, cruel, and abominable 

death. 

HISTORY 

OF 

Mr. GEORGE WISHEART, 

ANOTHER MARTYR. 

HE was born in Scotland, about the· 

fame time with Bifhop Ridley, and brought 

up at a Gramm.ar-fchool, from whence he 

went to the Un.iveriity; after which he 

travelled into feveral counties, and at laft 

came to Camb-ridge, where he was admit .. • 

ted into Bennet College. In 1nany places 

of Scotland through which he preached, 

rnany proofs of th~. p01A1er of his preaching, 

which had wrought fuch a change in the 

lives and converfation of numbers of peo .. 

A s- ple 
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ple, were brought to him, and though he 
was hotly perfecuted every where by the 
wicked popifh Cardinal Beton, he flill 
continued to teach the truth 'in p_u1->lic, and 
perfevered in going about, like his bleffed 
Mailer, to do good. He was at length 
apprehended by Earl Bothwell and at th~ 

- defire of Queen Mary, by him delivered 
up to be the fubjecl: of this bloody man's 
cruelty and revenge. When he was going 
to the place of execution two men met him 
to make him pray in their falfe 'fay. To 
,fhom ·he meekly faid,---" Ceafe, tempt me 
not, I entreat you, and fo with a rope 
~bout his neck, and a chain about his 
1niddle he was led to the flake, where 
falling on his knees he thrice repeated the 

, following words. " 0 thou, Saviour of 
the world, have mercy upon ms. Father 
of heaven, I commend my f pirit into thy 
holy hands." Then turning to the peo _ 
ple, he faid---" Chrifiian Brothers and Sif­
ters, I befeech you be not offended at the 
word of God, for the torments which you 

fee 
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fee prepared for me. I exhort you that 

you love the word of God for your fal .. 

vation1 and fuffer pati~ntl r and with a 

comfortable heart; for the Bible's fake, 

which j3 your un doubted fal vation, and 

everlafling comfort. I pray you alfo, 

:fhew my Brothers and Sifters, who have 

of~en heard me preach, that they cea[e 

not to learn the word of God, which I . 
-

taught them, according to the meafure of 

grace given me ; for no perfecution or 

trouble in this world ought to mov~ us, 

9r ftaggcr oar faith; and fhew the1n ·that 

the doarine we preach is no old fable, but 

the truth of G od__; . for if I had · taught 

men's doB:rines, I h.1d h1d greater thanks 

from men ; but for t!1e word of God's 

fake I now fuffer, not forrowfully, but 

with a glad hca;t anJ mind. For this 

caufe I y.,, as font into th-~ world, that '1 

ihou:11 fuffer this fire for Chrifi's fake. 

B~ho:d ~nr fac ___ , I hope yo:_i will not fee 

rn.e change my countenance, I fear not 

the fir:... . If perfecution co,.ne to Y,ou for 

A- 6 the 
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the Bible's fake, I pray you fear not them 
that can kill the body." He then prayed 
for them that accufed him __ faying---" I 
befeech thee, Father of heaven, forgive 
them that have in ignorance, or of any 
evil mind, forged this of me: I forgive 
them with all my heart, I befeech God to 

forgive them that have condemned me 
this day ign0rantly." 

Turning to the people, he faid,---" I be­
feech you, Brethren, to learn the Word 
of God, that you may be afhamed to 
do evil, and learn to do good, or elfe 
there ihall come upon you the wrath of 
God which you will not be able to ef-

., 
cape. 

Then the executioner falling upon his 
knees, faid, " Sir, I pray you forgive me, 
for I am not the caufe of your death:'' 
and he, calling him · to 'him, kiifed his 
cheeks, faying, " Lo! here is a token that 
I forgive thee, my friend, do thine office.'' 

And fo he was tied to the fiake, and 
the fir~ kindled: "- .. The Captain of the 

Caftle 



Caflle gmng nc .u him, bade hi1n be of 
good courage, and prayed him to beg for 
him the pard0n of his fins: to whom Mr. 
,vifheart faid,---'' This fire torments my 
body, but no whit abates my fpirits." 
Then looking towards the wicked Cardinal 
Beton, who was at a high window, feafi­
ing his eyes on the execution, he faid, 
" He who in high ftate, from that high 
place, feeds his eyes with my torments, 
within a few days, may pofiibly be hanged 
out at the fame window, to be feen with 
as much ignon1iny, as he now leans there , 
with pride," which came exacl:l y to pafs. 
And then, his breath being flopped, he 
was confumed by the fire. 

To his furviving friends, a l_ittle before 
his departure, almofl in the fpirit of pro­
phecy, he faid, " God fuall fend you com­
fort after me. This kingdom :fhall be, I 
truft, illuminated with the light of the 
Gofpel, as clearly as any kingdom fince 
the days of the ApofHes. The hou[e of 
God fhall be built in it ; yea, it ihall not 

lack, 
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fack, in d~fpight of all enemies, the top-

ftone ; neither, I hope, 1vill it be long 

before this be accomplifhed. Many fhall 

not fuffer after me, before the glory of 

God, I tnifi, fhall appear, and triumph, 

in def pite of Satan; but, alas! if the 

people iliould prove unthankful, then let 

them beware that fearful and terrible 

troubles 1nay not follow .'' 0 --An ungrateful 

return for fignal mercies and favors will 

always bring any nation into great danger, 

and expofe it to the fearful judgn1ents of 

Almighty God. 

THE DEATH 

Of 

The FIRST 1'.IAR TYR, 

STE PH 

TEPHEN, a n1an full of faich and of 

the I-Iol y G hoft, and or power, did great 

wonders among th~ people. T h ::y that 

dif pv.tccl 
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difputed with him concerning the truth, 
1vere · not able to re:fift the wifdon1 and the 
fpirit . by which he fpake; but they got to­
gether (ome v1icked men who faid.-''We 
have heard· hi{n [peak blaf phemous words 
againfl Mofes, and againfi God;" And 
they flirred up the people, and the Elders 
and the Scribes, and came upon him, and 
caught hirn,- and b Fought hi1n to the Coun­
cil; and fet up falfe vvitne1fes, which faid, 
_,:This man ceafeth not to [ peak blaf phe­
mous vrords againfi this holy place, and 
the law; for ,,,-e h eard him fay, that this 
J ef us of Nazareth fhall defiroy this place 

_ ,and the law;· and I'naU change the cufloms 
which Mofes . delivered us." 

And all that fat at the Council IookinfJ' 
0 fleadfafily on him, faw his face, as it had · 

been the fa.ce of an Angel. And t~e high 
Pri~fl faid unto hi 111,," are thde things fo ?'' 
But Stephen fpake unto them with boldnefs~' 
and faid, "Ye ftiff necked, and uncircum~ 
cifed in hear t and ears, ye do always refi.ft 
the Ifoly Ghoft.: as your fathers did, fo-

\- 1 do 



( 16 ) 

do ye, which of the Prophets have not 

your fathers perfecuted? and they have 

flain them which lliewed before of the co-m­

ing of the true Saviour, of whom ye have 

been even the betraytrs and murderers, 

who have received the law by the difpofiti. 

on of Angels ·and have not kept it." And 

when the people heard thefe things they 

,vere cut to the heart, and they gna{hed on 

him with their teeth. But he, being full 

of the Holy Ghofl:, looked up iledfaflly 

into heaven, and faw the glory of God, 

and J efus Chrifl ft.anding on the right hand 

of God. Then they cried out ·with a l oud 

• voice, and flppped their ears, and ran up­

on liim with one accord, and cafl hin1 out 

of the City, and floned him, and the _ wit­

neffes l_aid down their cloa ths at a young 

man's feet named Saul, ( arterwards the 

great St .. Paul.) And they fioned Stephen ; 

who called upori God and faid, " Lord 

Jefus receive my fpirit." An d he knee1ed 

down, and cried with a loud voice -" Lord 

lay not this fin to their ch,uge," and when 

he had faid thi.s he fell a Deep. Th us 

' 
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Thus periibed · Stephen the firfi 1'fartyr 

who died for the truth of the Gof p~l. Th is 

fine ftory may be found in the feventh chap­
ter of the Alts of the Apofiles ; which be­
fides its being a part of Holy Scripture, is 

looked upon as one of the finefi hifiories, 

and the mo fi entertaining b Jok of travels 

in the world ; cont1ining an account of 
Converfions, Shipwrecks, and Efcapes, as 

miraculous and true, as they are pleafing 

and delightful. 

THE DEATH 
OF 

POLYCARP, ' 
THE MARTYR, 

B I S H O P of S M Y R N Ao 

p OLYCARP was a Difdple of St. John, 
that great St. John, who wrote the Gofpel, 
and three Epifiles. He was almo!l the on-

1 y Apoftle, who was ot put to death for 

, his 
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his religion; however he was banifned by a 

wicked heathen Roman Emperor to the Iile 

of Pat1nos, ,-vhere he li~e-wife wrote the 

book of the Revelations. Three days be­

fore Polycarp was apprehpnded, h·-wjng re.­

tired after prayer to reft, ·and fallen afieep, 

he faw, in a vifion by night, the pillow un-

- der his h,.ad fet on fire, and .fuddenly con_ 

fumed to arnes; wbich, when he awoke, 

he interpreted to thofe a~out him, t8 be a 

fign that his life was at an end, and that 

his body would be burnt for the teflimony 

of J ef us Chrifi. 

Being feized and brought before the Go­

vernor who urged him, faying, '' f wear, 

and I will let thee go: blaf pheme, and deny 

Chrifl; and thou £halt be fafe.'' Polycarp 

anfwcred, "fourfcore and fix years have I 

ferved Chrift; neither hath he ever offend­

ed m e in any thing; and how then can I 

revile my King; who hath thus kept me ? '• 

Then faid the Governor, '' I have w•ild 

beafts to devour thee, unJefs thou repentefl:.'' 

Polycarp anf wered.-'' Briag them out; 

for 
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for we have determined with ourfdves not 
to repent; not to turn from the better to 
the worfe. 'Tis more fit for you to turn 
from evil to that which is fl"O 'Jd and J. ufr. "-,.:, 

i: I will faid, the wicked Governor: tame 
thee with fire, if thou fetteft nough t by the 
wild Beafl:s and wilt not repent." To\-\ 1.:ch 
the pious Bifhop replied, "you threate n 
me with fire, w h1ch lafis but an hour, and 
is quickly quenched; but th0u art ignorant 
of the everlafling fire at the· day of judg .. 
ment, and of thofe endlefs torments which 
are referved for the wicked. But v, by rr:akc 
you all thefe delays? appoint 1ne to what 
death you pleafe." 

The pile being prepared, when they 
would have naile r1 him to the flake, he faid, 
-" Nay let me be even as I am; for he 
who gave n1e firength to come to this fire, 
will alfo- give ·me patience to abide in it , 
without your fafi:ening n1y body with nails.'' 
-When they bound him, he prayed thus. 
,, 0 Fathero:thy well beloved and bleffedS c- n 
Jefus Chriil, through who1n we have J<nown, 

Thee, 
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Thee; 0 God of Angels, po_wers, and of eve­

ry living creature; and of jufl men who live 

in thy prefence; I thank thee that thou 

haft graciou fly vouchfafed this day and this 

hour, to allot 1ne a portion in the number 

of Martyrs ; that I ihould drink of the cup 

of Chriit, for the refurre8ion to everlafiing 

life, both of body Jnd foul, through the ope­

ration of the Holy Spirit; among whom I 

fhall this day be received into thy fight as 

an acceptable facrifice. And as thou haft 

prepared and revealed th is beforehand, fo 

thou haft now accomplifhed and fulfilled it. 

0 thou mofi true God, who_ canfl not. lie, 

wherefore for , all thefe things I praife thee, 

I blefs thee, I glorify thee, tprough the 

everlafi.ing Biihop and Shepherd of our 

Souls, Chrift Jefus; to whom, with thee, 

and the Holy Ghofi, be all honour and 

glory, world without end. Amen .. 

In the midft of the flames he made the 

following excellent prayer. 

0 God the Father of thy beloved Son 

J efus Chrifi, through whom we have recei­
ved 
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"red the knowledge of thee; 0 God, t. e 

creator of all things, upon thee I call; thee 

I confrfs to be the true God; thee l glorify: 

O Lord receive me., and make me a com­

panion of the ref urreclion of the S.1i nts, 

through themcrrits of our great high Priefl, 

h y beloved Son .J efus Chri fl, to w hon1 

with the Father, and God the I-Ioly Ghofl 

be all honour and glory for ever." Amen. 

The pious P~lycarp fuffered for the true 

Religion when he was eighty-fix years old 

and was a Biiliop about :fixty-three years. 

The blood of the Martyrs, faid the .firH 

Chriftians, is the fe t d of ·the Church; and 

indeed no feed everproduce<l f uch a glorious 

harvefl. 
A great man, I think it was the famous 

Archbifhop Ufher, ufed to fay the Catechifm 

and the book of Martyrs.are tlie two grandpilrars 

of the Protr:flant Religion.-We hope to pre­

fent our reade ·s with many more Hifl:ode& 

of the glorious ann y of Martyrs. 

Tu.& 



( 2 2 } 

-
THE MARTYR's HYMN. 

T HESE glorious minds how bright they .fhine 1 
Whence all their ,vhite array? . _ 

How came they to the happy feats 
0 : ev ..:nd~~ng day? 

From tort'ring pa;n to endlefs joys . 

On fiery wheels frey rode, 
And ftrangely wa{he.J their garments white 

In JES u's dying blood . 

Now they approach a fpotlefs Go D, 

And bow before his throne, , 

Their warbling harps and facred fon gs 
Adore the Holy One. 

Th' unveiled glories of h.i.s face 
Amongft his fai1,1ts refide, 

While the rich treafures of his grace 
See all their wants fupply'd . 

Tormenting thirfr fhall leave their fouls 
{ And hu~ger flee as fa{l; · ' 

The fruit of Life's im:norta! tree, 
) Sl{all be their f weet repaft. 

'J1heii- Go D fhall lead his heavenly floc k. 
Where living fount ains rife, . 

f+nd love divine :fhall wipe away 

1 

Th.e forrows of their eyes. 
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