Book OF MARTYRS.
ACCOUNT or HOLY MEN

WHO DIED FOR THE

CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

AT

:‘;;"—-‘. & Uhs

s

S
R A e S ek

Salibyls,) 0N KR D
(PRINTER to the \CHEAP REPOSITORY for Religious and
Moral Tralts,) at BATH ;

, By i MA RSHALL
At the CI'TZAP REROSIEOR I'E § 1 #No. /17,4 i@ue Pn-clrfﬂf,

Chean-Side, and No. 4, Aldmmdxy Church Yard ; ‘and’ R. WHITE,
Lxccu.llll), LONDON ; and by fall

Bookfellers, Newlmen, and
Hawkers, in Town and LOLl.ltr)
{Cé’ Great Allowance to Shopkeepers and T
Price 1ds sor 45« 6d. fper <100. 25, 6d. for 0. 5. 6d Jor 2






BOOK of MARTYRS.

AN

ACCOUNT of HOLY MEN

WHO DIED FOR THE

CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

BUSHOPWRIDLEY,

I-IE was born in Northumberland, and
- became Mafter of Pembroke Hall. FHe-
was converted to our Religion by reading
a famous Book on the Sacrament, and con_

firmed in his belief by a converfation he
had with the pious Bifthop Cranmer. The
good King Edward the fixth made him'
Bifhop of London. In the beginning of
blroly Queen Mary’s reign, he was
.. among the firft, who for the faith of the
Gofpel was imprifoned in the Tower .
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from whence he was fent to Oxford with
his two dear and good friends Archbifhop
Cranmer and Bifhop Latimer, and there
kept with them in the common gaol ; till
after fome time, being {eparated from them,
he was committed to the cuftody of one
Irith, with whom he remained till the day
of his martyrdom. ] ]

In a letter of his to Bifhop Latimer in
prifon, is the following pallage---¢ 1 pray
you, good Father, let me have fomething
more from you to comfort me ; for except
the Lord afift me in his fervice, 1 fhal]
play but a very poor part; but he can
make a coward, in his caufe, to fight like
a man.”

In a letter to another {riend he wrote
thus---¢ As far as London is from Oxford,
yet thence we have received both meat,
money and fhirts, not only from our ac-
quaintance, but from focme {ftrangers alfo,
1 know for whofe fake they do it."”

Again he wrote---* FEver fince I heard
of our dear Brother Rogers’s ftout con-

feflion
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feffion and departing ; bleffed be God for

it! I have never felt any heavinels in
my heart as fometimes 1 did before.
Bleffed be God, notwithftanding our hard
reftraints, and the evil reports raifed of
us, we are joyful in God: and all our
care is, and fhall be, by God’s grace, to
pleafe and ferve him ; from him we ex=
. pedt, after thefe fhort and momentary
miferies, to have eternal joy and perpetual
felicity with Abraham, Ifaac and ]acob.”.

“ As yet never a learned man, {cholar
or other hath vifited us fince our coming
here, but I dare fay ‘every one is well
contented with his portion ; which is our
heavenly Father’s good and gracious gift.
Farewel.---We fhall, by the grace of God,
one day meet, and be happy together ;
which day affuredly approaches. God

grant it may fhortly come.”
The night before he fuffered, he had

his beard fhaved, and his feet wafhed, and
invited Mrs. Irith, his landlady, and the
others about him to his wedding. By
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which this good man meant his entrance -
on everlafting glory. Mors. Irith on this,
falling into tears, he faid,---“O Mrs.
Irith, I fee now that you love me not;
for in that you weep, it appears that you
will not be at my marriage, ner are there-
with content. I fee you are not fo much
my friend as I thought. But quiet your-
. {elf. Though my breakfaft be fomewhat
fharp and painful, yet I am fure my {up-
per fhall be more pleafant.”

His Brother offering to fit up with himo
he would not fuffer any fuch thing, bug
faid---¢ I intend to go to bed, and {leep as
quietly as ever I did in my life. Such a
calmnefs did this holy man’s faith give
him. The next morning he _came out
dreffed in a black gown, and looking be-
hind him he faw his dear and godly
friend, Bifhop Latimer coming forward,
on which he faid to him,---¢QO, are you
there 2’ Yea, faid Latimer, coming after
as faft as I can follow.

Being come to the ftake, he lift up

his
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his cyes and hands towards. heaveh; and
then with a cheerful countenance, he ran
to Bithop Latimer, and faid, embracing
and kiffing him---¢° Be of good heart, Bro-
ther, for God will either ailuage the vio-
lence of the flame, or give us ﬁrengt"n to
hear it.” To which Latimer replied with
an amiable countenance, in which was the
very picture of comfort---¢“ Godis faithful,
who will not fuffer us to be ‘tempted
above thatwhich we are able.” When the
fire was brought, he added, ¢ Be of good
comfort, Brother, and play the man ; we
thail this day light {uch a candle, by
God’s grace, in England, as I trul fhall
never be put out.” And fo it has hither-
to proved, and will I truft prove to the
end;s L ]

Ridley then turning to the ftake and
kifling it, prayed fervently. After which
fetting himlelf to {peak to the {peftators,
fome perfons ran to him and ftopped his
mouth with their hands, barbaroufly re-
fufing to let this holy man utter a few
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pariing words. Being afterwards {tripped,
he flood on a ftone near the ftake, and
offered up the following prayer :---« G
heavenly Father, I give thee hearty thanks,
“for that thou haft called me to be a pro-
fefTor of thee, even unto death, I befeech -
thee, Lord God, have mercy on this king-
dom of England, and deliver it from all
its enemies.”

As a {mith was knocking in the ftaple
which held the chain that was to faften
him to the ftake, he faid to him---¢* Good
fellow ! knock it in hard, for the flefh
will have its courfe;” and when he faw
the flame approaching him, he cried with
a loud voice---¢‘ Into thy hands, O Lord,
‘I commend my fpirit,~--Lord, receive my
fodl. e

Thus perifhed in the flames this holy
Martyr, leaving behind him a glorious
teftimony to the truth of the Gofpel, and
a memorable inftance of the power of the
grace of God in fupporting his true and
faithful fervants, not only through all the

trialg
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trials and troubles of this mortal life, but

in the moft unjuft, cruel, and abominable
death,

e R et
o BBl L SO R O

OF

Mr. GEORGE WISHEART,

ANOTHER MARTYR.

HE was born in Scotland, about the
fame time with Bifhop Ridley, and brought
up at a Grammar-fchool, from whence he
went to the Univerfity; after which he
travelled into feveral counties, and at laft
came to Cambridge, where he was admit. -
ted into Bennet College. In many places
of Scotland through which he preached,
many proofs of the power of his preaching
which had wrought fuch a change in the
lives and converfation of numbers of peo-
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ple, were brought to him, and though he
was hotly perfecuted every where By the.
wicked -popifh Cardinal Beton, he fill
continued to teach the truth in public, and
perfevered in going about; like his blefled
Mafter, to do good. He was at-length
apprehended by Earl Bothwell and at the
defire of Queen Mary, by him delivered
up to be the fubjet of this bloody man’s
' cruelty and revenge. - When he was going
to the place of execution two men met hhn
to make him pray in their falfe way. To
whom ‘he meekly faid,---¢ Ceale, tempt me
not, I entreat you, and fo with a rope
about his neck, and a chain about his
middle he was led to the ftake, where
falling on his knees he thrice repeated the
following words. ¢ O thou, Saviour of
the world, have mercy upon me. Father
of heaven, I commend my fpirit into thy
holy hands.” Then turning to the peo-
ple, he faid---¢* Chriftian Brothers and Sif-
ters, I befeech you be not offended at the
word of God, for the torments which you
{ee
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- fee prepared for me. T exhort you that
you love the word of God for your fal-
vation, and faffer patiently and with a
comfortable heart; for the Bible’s fake,
which 15 your undoubted falvation, and
everia&ing comfort., I pray you alfo,
fhew my Brothers and Sifters, who have
often heard mec preach, that they ceale
not to learn the vyord of God, which T'.
taught them, according to the meaflure of
grace given mie ; for no perfecution or
trouble in this world ought to move us,
or ftagger our faith ; and fhew them-that
the dofirine we preach is no old fable, but
the truth of God; for if T had taughe
men’s doétrines, I had had greater thanks
from men; but for the word of“God’.s
fake 1 now fuffer, notforrowfully, but
with a gb:d heart and mind.  For this
caufe I was fent ipto the world, that I
thould fuffer this fire for Chrift’s fake,
Behold my face, I hope you will not fee
me change my counténantc; I fear not
the fire, If'perfecution come to you for

A6 the
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the Bible’s {fake, I pray you fear not them
that can kill the body.” He then prayed
for them that accufed him faying.--¢ 1
befeech thee, Father of heaven, forgive
them that have in ignorance, or of any
evil mind, forged this of me: I forgive
them with all my heart, I befeech God to
forgive them that have condemned me
this day ignorantly.”

Turning to the people, he faid,---¢* I be-
{eech you, Brethren, to learn the Word
of God, that you may be afhamed to
do evil, and learn to do good, or elfe
there fhall come upon you the wrath of
God which you will not be able to ef-
cape.” '

Then the executioner falling upon his
knees, faid, ¢ Sir, I pray you forgive me,
for I am not the caufe of your death:”
and he, calling him to him, kiffed his
cheeks, faying, “Lo! here is a token that

LR |

1 forgive thee, my friend, do thine office.
And fo he was tied to the ftake, and
the fire kindled-.~-The Captain of the
a1 Caltle
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Caltle going near him, bade him be of
good courage, and prayed him to beg for
him the pardon of his fins : to whom Mr.,
Wilheart faid,--- This fire torments my
body, but no whit abates my {pirits.”
Then looking towards the wicked Cardinal
Beton, who was at a high window, feaft-
ing his eyes on the execution, he faid,
““ He who in high ftate, from that high
.. place, feeds his eyes with my torments,

within a few days, may poffibly be hanged
out at the fame window, to be feen with
as much ignominy, as he now leans there
with pride,” which came exaltly to pafs.
And then, his breath being ftopped, he
was confumed by the fire,

To his furviving friends, a little before
his departure, almoft in the {pirit of pro-
phecy, he faid, ¢ God fhall fend you com-
fort after me. This kingdom fhall be, I
truft, illuminated with the light of the
Goflpel, as clearly as any kingdom fince
the days of the Apoftles, The houfe of
God fhall be built in it ; yea, it fhall not

lack,
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lack, in défpight—éf all enemies, the top-
ftone ¢+ mneither, T hope, ‘will it ‘be long

before this be atcomplifhed; Many fhall )

not fuffer after me, before the glory of
God, I trufly fhall appear, and triumph,ﬂ

in defpite of Satan; but, alas! if the

people'fhouid prove anthankful, then let
them beware  that fearful and terrible

troubles may not follow.”---An ungrateful

return for ﬁgnal mercies and favors will

always bring any nation into great danger,
and expole it to the fearful judgments of

Almighty God."
e 3 l"m‘ | Wﬁ—,—_‘_
‘T HEDEATH

The FIRST MARTYR,

S EYP H ETN,

STEPHEN, 4 'man full of faith and of
the Holy Ghoft, and of POwer, did great
wonders among the people. T hey that

difpv.tcd
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difputed with him concerning the truth,
were not able to refift the wildom and the
{pirit by which he fpake; but they got to-
gether fome wicked men who faid.—¢“We
have heard him {peak blafphemous words
againft Mofes, and againft God;” ‘And
they ftirred up the people, and the Elders
and the Scribes, and came upon him, and
caught him, and brought him to the Cour.
cil ; and fet up falfe witnefles, which faid,
—<This man ceafeth not to fpeak blalphe-
mous words againft this holy place, and
the law; for we heard him {ay, that thig
efus of Nazareth fhal] deftroy this place
and the law; and fhall change the cufloms

which Mofes delivered us.” :
And all that fat at the Council lookin-g
fteadfafily on him, faw his face, asit had"
been the face of an Angel. And the high
Prieft faid unto him, ¢ are thele things {0 ?”
But Stephen fpake unto them with boldnefs,
and faid, ¢ VYe ftiff necked, and uncircum-
cifed in heart and ears, yedo always refift
+ the Holy Ghoft: as your fathers did, fo
do
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do ye, which of the Prophets have not
your fathers perfecuted ? and they have
{lain them which thewed before of the com-
ing of the true Saviour, of whom ye have
been even the betrayers and murderers,
who have received the law by the difpofiti-
on of Angels-and have not kept it.” And
when the p60ple' heard thefe things they
were cut to the heart, and they gnafhed on
him with their teeth. But he, being full
of the Holy Ghoft, looked up fledfaltly
into heaven, and faw the glory of God,
and Jefus Chrift flanding on the right hand
of God. Thenthey cried out with aloud
voice, and ﬂopped their ears, and ran up-
on him with one accord, and caft him out
of the City, and ftoned him, and the wit-
nefles laid down their cloaths at a young
man’s feet named Saul, (arterwards the
great St. Paul.) And they ftoned Stephen
who called upon God and faid, ¢ Lord
Jefus receive my {pirit.” And he kneeled
down, and cried with a loud voice SELE B,
lay not this fin to their charge,” and when

he had faid this he fell afleep. Thus
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Thus perifhed- Stephen the firft Martyr
who died for the truth of the Gofpel. This
fine ftory may be found in the feventh chap-
‘ter of the Actts of the Apoftles; which be-
fides its being a part of Holy Scripture, is
looked upon as one of the fineft hiftories,
and the moft entertaining boock of travelg
in the world; containing an account of
- Converfions, Shipwrecks, and Efcapes, as
miraculous and true, as they are pleafing

and delightful,

e

THE DEATH
OF

PO Lol d RF,
THE MARTYR,

BISHOP of SMYRN A.

POLYCARP wasa Difciple of St. John,
that great St. John, who wrote the Gofpel,
and three Epiftles. He was almolft the on-

~ ly Apoftle, who was not put to death for
his
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his religion; however he was banifhed by a
wicked heathen Roman Emperor to the 1le
of Patmos, where he likewife wrote “the
book of the Revelations. Three days be-
fore Polycarp was apprehended, hdving re-
tired after prayer to reft, -and fallen afleep,
‘he faw, in a vifion by night, the pillow un-
der his head fet on fire, and -fu&den‘ly con-

fumed to ‘afhes; which, when he awokes
he interpreted to thofe about him, tobe a ]
'ﬁorn that his life was at an end, and that
his body would be burnt for the teftimony.

of Jefus Chrift. » '

Being feized and brought befere the Go-
vernor who urged him, faying, © {fwear,
and I will Tet thee go: blafpheme, and deny
Chrift : and thou fhalt be fafe,” Polycarp
anfwered, ¢ fourfcore and fix years have I
ferved Chrift; neither hath he ever offend-
ed me in any thing; and how then can I
revile my King, who hath thus kept me ?”
Then faid the Governor, 1 have wild
bealts to devour thee,unlefs thoun repenteﬂ.”
Polycarp anfwered.—¢ Bring them out;
for
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for we have determined with ourfelves not
fo repent; not to turn from the better to
the worfe. ’Tis more fit for i/ou to turn
from evil to that which is good and juft.”—
“I will faid, the wicked Governor, tame
. thee with fire, if thou fetteft nought by the
wild Beafts and wilt not repent.” To which
the pious Bithop replied, “you threaten
me with fire, which lafts but an hour, ang
1s quickly quenched; but thou art ignorant
of the everlafting fire at the day of judg.
ment, and of thofle endlefs torments which
are referved for the wicked. But why make
you all thefe delays? appoint me to what
death you pleafe.”

The pile being prepared, when thcy
would have nailed him to the ftake, he [2ids
—“ Nay let me be evenas I am: for he
who gave me ftrength to come to this fire,
will alfo give ‘me patience to abide in it,
without your faftening my body with nails.”
—When they bound him, he prayed thus,
¢ O Fatherofthy well beloved andblefledScn

Jetus Chrift, through whomwe have known,
Thee>
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Thee; O God of Angels, powers, and of eve-
ry living creature, and of j.uﬁ men who live
in thy prefence; I thank thee that thou
- haft gracioufly vouchfafed this day and this
hour, to allot me a portion in the number
of Martyrs ; that I fhould drink of the cup
of Chrift, for the refurreflion to everlafling
life, both of bedy and foul, through the ope-
ration of the Holy Spirit; among whom 1
thall this day be received into thy fightas
an acceptable facrifice. And as thou haft
prepared and revealed this beforehand, fo
thou haft now accomplifhed and fulfilled 1it.
O thou moft true God, who canft not lie,
wherefore for all thefe things I praife thee,
1 blefs thee, I glorify thee, through the
everlafting Bifhop and Shepherd of our
Souls, Chrift Jelus; to whom, with thee,
and the Holy Ghoft, be all honour and
glory, world without end. Amen.

In the midft of the flames he made the
following excellent prayer.

O God the Father of thy beloved Son

Jefus Chrift, through whom we have recel-
ved
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wred the knowledge of thee; O God, the
creator of all things, upon theel call; thee
1 confefs to be the true God; thee 1 glorify:
O Lord receive me, and make me a com-
panion of the refurrection of the Saints
through themerrits of our great high Prieft
hy beloved Son Jefus Chrift, to whom
with the Father, and God the Holy Ghoft
be all honour and glory for ever.” Amen.

The pious Polycarp fuffered for the true
Religion when he was eighty-fix years old
and was a Bifthep about fixty-three years.

The blood of the Martyrs, faid the firft
Chriftians, is the feed of the Church; and
indeed no feed ever produced fuch a glorious
harveft.

A great man, I think it was the famoug
Archbifthop Ufher, ufed to fay the Catechifm
and the book of Martyrsare the two grand piliars
of the Proteflant Religion—We hope to pre.
fent our readers with many more Hiftories
of the glorious arm y of Martyrs.

THE
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Tae MARTYR’s HYMN.

~-~

THESE glorious minds how bright they fhine { -

Whence all their white array?

How came they to the happy feats
Of everlafting day ?

From tort’ring pain to endlefs joys
On fiery wheels they rode,

And ftrangely walhed their garments white
In JEsu’s dying blood.

Now they approach a fpotlefs Gop,
And bow before his throne, |

Their warbling harps and facred fongs
Adore the Holy One.

'Th’ unveiled glories of his face
Amongﬁ his faints refide,

‘While the rich treafures of his grace
See all their wants fupply’d.

Tormenting thirft fhall leave their fouls,
- And hunger flee as faft;

The fruit of Life’s immortal tree,

| Shall be their fweet repaft.

Their Gop fhall lead his heavenly flock
Where living fountains rife, .

And love divine fhall wipe away
The forrows of their eyes.
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