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SOLEl\1N QUESrfIONS 
F OR 

J\l E~lBERS OF THE CH UHCII OF E_ "G L\. 'D. 

BY A CL E R G Y ~I AN. 

, ' 
PART J. 

1'/ze First Leading Doctrine uf t 1,e Church ~f E11gla11d
Service, is a Vie~cJ of our Character before God. 
'THE church-service _opens with very suitable por

. tions _of Scripture·, to excite the attention of the people 
~ fo . divine worship; and then proceeds to an ex

hortation, in which they are earnestly en.treated "to 
acknowledge and confess their manifold . sins and 
wi:Ckedness ; and not to dissemble nor cloke them 
before the face of Almighty God; but confess them 
with an humble, lov..-ly, penitent, and ob.edient heart;" 
and, agreeably to thi s exhortation, th e ,-vhole .congre
gation fall upon th eir knees, and make their humble 

.,..confession to Almighty God, in the most solemn -ex
pressions. of self-condemnation- and unworthiness that 
language cari' employ. Ancl this ,confession of sins is 
unifo1:mly pursued through every part of the service ; 
so that the clrnracter in which eve ry such indi vidual 'is 
supposed to ~p-pea·r befor·e God, is that of a self-con- . 
demued sinner. ' 

In tl~e general c9nfession, ,ve declare, that "we 
have _ erred a.i1d strayed from God's way .like lost 
sh ee p .; th at ·" ·e b_ave followed too m uch the devices 

- and desires of 9ur hearts; have offended ~gainst .his 
holy laws ; Have lefo, \mdonc tho~e d1ings which we 
oug lit to have done, and done those things which 

. we ,ought not ·to . have done; and th~t there is no 
h ealth in us ;" and undet this sense of our sin and un
,,.,~orthiness, '"e beg of God to be merciful to ,us, 
'' 1;1isen1hle offenders ." In~ like manner in "the Com
m union ' Service, we Jeclare, ,t ,ve bewail ·our manifold 
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srns and \\ ickedness; that we do earne3tly repent, 

and are heartiJy sorry for these our misdoings;_ that 

the remembrnnce of them is grievous unto us; the 

hunlen of them intolerable." [ndecd, what are all 

those responses, in ,·\ l1ich ,ve coufess our sins, aud 

implore God "to be merciful to us miserable sinners,'' 

hut so mauy proofs that this is the leading char::icler 

in v\ l1id1 our church considers the subject? For 

sureJ y, if ttese expressions mean any thing, they 

mean that all the congregation, as ,Yell minister as 

people, come under the chnracter of self-condemned 

!:>inners before God; and sinners in \\'hom there is uo 

healtl1, JJO po,rer of self-deliverance; and they are 

11ot only sinners, but miserable sinners, who bewail 

their sins; to whom the remembrance of them i~ 
grie\'ous, and the burden intolerable," a11d who cry 

out, under an affiicting sense of the chain they feel, 

for delirerance and salvation. 
I would now desire my reader to pause one moment, 

and propose to himself those solemn questions which 

m1turally arise out of the first Yiew of our sMbject: 

· and that I may not offend, I shall bring my own 1 

}1eart under the examination, as that \\·ith ,vhich I 

-11,p;e a right to make free. 
I will consider myself, then, as entering Hpon pub

lic worship, and h,n·ing called the attention of tlie 

people, l>y reading one or rno)'e of the portions of 

8cripture appointee! for that purpose; I exhort them 

" to acknowleclge and confess their manifold sins and 

wickedness.;" and under these solemn impressions, as 

ihe leader in prayer, I draw near the mercy-seat, 

advancil'\g, as it v,ere, a step before the people (for 

this is all -along understood) and begin that s()lemn 

prayer of humiliation just no!ice<l, in \'\1hich I have 

earnestly besought the congregation to follow me. 

Suppose an uniuterested person were to conie into 

t11e l:.!ssembly, and ,rerc to ask me, "Pray, Sir, arc 

:vnn in jest or in earnest in all this?" '\Vhat slJould 

1 answer him r Doth- the reader shudder at the Lar~ 

poB~ibility, that the thjng _ remains doubtful ? \ ·clJ 
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then may I ?-,But yet, am not 1 in jest, if my tongue 
agree not with the sentirnentc;_ of my heart~ . .Am 1 
t1ot in jest, if I profess myself to be a n11se1 able sin
ner, while yet_I never felt auy mi ~·cry iu sin, or any d('
sire of deliverance from it? Am 1- not in jest to ~ell 

'God "that there is no health in mr t that is, no li0alth 
of soul, not the sn1allest degree of goodness to recoi11-
rne11d me to his mercy, aud yet fancy myself a VC'ry 
worthy character_, and one justly cntitlcJ to 'his divi1ie 
favour? In short, nm l not in jest, not ouly "Iii le 
reading the prayers, but going through the who1' or 
the churtli-service, to· speak of "the l.rnnlen of sin ::is 
jmolerable " which I never fe1t · of " beino· heartily 

) ' 0 

sorry for my mis9oings," for which I Bever truly 
sorrowed in heart; _ and of " earnestly repenting of 
manifold sins and vvickcd1Jess," unconcerned al I tli,.> 
while how- many, or how aggravated tliose mauifold 
sins nre, and u,nconscious ,rl:at earnest repentance 
(wl:td1 i~ the gift of God alnne) mean:;? 

I pause over an examinatiou so i11fo1itely interest
ing, involving, as it doth, such imµorb11t co11seque11c<·s; 
ancl, under an _ a\rfol sense of his inspection, who 
H tr-ieth the heart and seai:cheth the reins," I would 
very earnestly desire to arrive at s0me certain <lecision 
on th_is gr~at point. . lt cmmot be a matter difficult to 
attain; if exa1nined only by the corresponding con
duct :-For example, if I am. really siucere in my 
conviction of the important truths before mentioned, 
and d,o from my heai:t believe in _ the doctrine of the 
fallen state of human 11ature,-al_l my preaching, as 
well as my conduct- in the world, will agree with it. 
Confessing, while in the desk, myself and people to 
he helpless sinners Lefore- God, I shall not in tlrn 
pnlpit cry up the moral rectitude of human nature; 
nor, in defiance of my own dec1arations and the tGsti
mony of Scrjptnre, contend that m:m -is able to help 
himself; and exhort- the congregation to do that of 
themselves whicl~, just befor~, ,rn all declared we are 
inc~pable of doi11g. Neither shalJ I profess in the 
dmrcb, before God, that I n'.n mi.serable by r~W.iOH of 
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in; and rn the world, before men, •"Danifest that I am 
happy in the enj oyment of it. 

Tor 1et the reader who is not of tbe sacred order 
ie1ngine, that t!Jis inqu iry is uninteresting to him; for 
1f there be no union l>etw.een the lie:ut and the tongue 1 
in seasons o f devotion, it is evideut tli:tt \l\'e caunot 
·come wi•Jiin the description of those '' who worship 
God in spirit and in truth." After the outline l have 
sketched for m_y own examination, suffer me_. my dear 
reader, to :idd, that your sincerity before God may be 
ascertained by a similar standard: for if you expr ss 
sorrow for sin which you never felt; and a misery in 
sin which you neve r knerv; if you cry out under a con
sciousness of h:.1vi t1g !:>roke God's - coo1mandments, 
·' Lord bave mercy_ upon m e, :rnd i11c1ine my hearl t0 
keep this la ... v," and yet rise from your knees perfectly 
uoconsc-ious of your guilt and danger, rlnd unconcerned 
whether you obtain the mercy you implore or not; if 
in the common service of the church you uniformly: 
conf'ess yoursel f to be a sinuer, aud iu the ordinary 
"ult· of life as un iformly " . thank God you are not as 
other men are; if in the de<lication of yourself to G ud 
you profess to present yo t:rself "a Ji\,ing sacrifice, as 
vou r reasonable service," a11d de~ire that" henceforth" you may be enabled" to ,rnlk i11 newness of life;" ancl 
yet out of the church are founc~ walking "in tlic vanity 

··of your l{lind,"-the prophet Isaiah hath exactly dra" n 
your character wlien he saith, " He feedeth on ashes; 

·a deceived h e:ut hath turned him aside, that he cairnot 
deliver hi ~ ~oul, nor say , Is there not a lie in m )· r ight 
hand?'' huiah x1iv. 1~0. 

PA RT II. 
In all tlt e Offices of the Church nf Eug{a11d) SaZ.valion 

i.s miffor,;d}J·seiforth. a.i, the F:ffect-~f tli e Solt- I"f e1/t, 
Righteousness, awl D eath of the Lo1·.d .Jesus Chnst. 
It I.ms been shewn, from und ,Riable evidence, that 

the first leading object. in the establishe~. worship,. is 
to impress upon the mmd a true sense of the smful ; 

I 
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fallen, helpless state of man. The next tlcsign> which 
- s as steadily followed up in every part of the service) is 

0 direct to the person and offices of the Lord J e ll 

Christ, as the only restorer of our fallen nature. '"I'here 
is a beautiful ordei• in this method of worship, which, 
though perliaps ov,erlooked by many, is wort11y the ob
servation of all. The ' church, having fir.st aimed to 

/ 
impress the congregation with a deep sense of tl1e .· ins 
and miseries of nature, theu endeavours to lead •the 
heart which is vvounded by srn to the means of reco-
very; and having awakened the recollection to a view 
that in o_urselvcs ·we ·have no help., to point-to him who 
alone can say unto the soul, "1 am thy salvation." 

That this is a 'leading p~int in all the c'hu1·ch-services, 
when speaking of the persoh aqd offices of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, will appear from the slightest Yiew. 

In the office of Baptism> having bee1:i first reminded 
that all men are conceived and born in siu; and tk1t 
our Saviour Christ saith-., " None can enter in-to the 
kingdom of God,except he be regenerated and born 
211e~v of water and the Holy Ghost," the congregation 
are desired to "call upon 9:od the Father,. through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that of his b0tmteous mercy · he 

_ '\"Rll grant that, which by nature we cannot 'have:" and 
,vhat this is, the whole service is careful to · inform us ; 
namely> the being washed from our sins in the blood of 
Christ, and regenerated by the Holy Ghost; for which 
purpose, as one of the prayers strongly expresses it, 

· "The most '1early beloved S011 of God, Jest.is Christ, . 
did shed out of_.his- most prec~ous side b9th' wate1: and, 
blood." . · ' , 

In the Ca-techism, the same leading trutli is 'kept up. 
In speaking of the ordinances of Baptis1\1 and.the Lord's 

· Supper, we are taugl1t that "the inward and sr.iritual· 
g~·ace" of t!1e former is? " a death u~lo sin, and a.. new 
?Irt~ unto nghteousness·; because, bemg by -nature born, 

/ m sm, and the children of wrath; we ~re thereby made · 
the children of g1 ace :" and the latter, being _for "the -

, cc:mtinual· rem€mbrapce of the sacrifice of the death of 
, -Christ/ and of the benefits. which we receive tl;erel/y,:' 
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the --inward part, or thing sig11i£ed is) "' the bo(1,y and , 
blood of Christ, which are verilJ and indeed tnkeu aud 
~eceived by ihe faithful in the Lorcl'-s Supper." 

·whenever the for.girenes-s of sins is spokeQ of, and 
l1eld forth to the penitent, it is pro½Iaimed " according 
to the promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus
pu,r Lord." Alqiost every pr..ayer concludes with this 
hs the leading i,dea, that the salvation of sinners is io 

• ., and through Jesus. Christ·our Lord. · In the Te Deum, 
we call upon the Redeemer, under his most gracious
character, "as the everlasting Son of the Father, who, 
when he took upon him to deliver man, and had ov~r
come -the sharpness of death, did open the kingdom o .-' 
Heaven to all be,lievers." .And in the contemplation 
pf this rich me_rcy, " 1W~ therefo,re pray him to help 
his servants whom he hath· redeemed with his most 
precious blo0d." l-n the Litany, ,,,e implore " the 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the ,,1orld,.. 
to grant .us his peace: not to remember our offeuc.es, 
nor the offences of our forefathers, · neitl;i~r to take ·ven
geauGe of our sins., but to 5pare his people whom he 
h?th redeeq1ed with his most precious blood; and not 
~o be apgry with u.,. for ever." And still following up 

· the sam <: petition, •· we call upon him "to deliver us by 
his A cr,oss ~n~ passipn, . his glorious r~s1:1rrection and 

· as_cension, and b-y the co.ning of the H0ry Ghost. 
◄ In the . exhortation to the most eomfmtab1e ordi

naflce of the ~ody aud blood of Christ, it is expres.::;ly 
,said "to . be 'received in remembrance of his meri
tprious cr?S; ~nd, 'passiop, whereby alone we obtaiu, 
remission of ~ins, a11d are made partakers of the king
d,om of Heaven.'" And the whole design of that 
r efreshing service i~ directed to this one end; that, as 
'~ the Lord Jesus Christ, wh_en :suffering death upon 
the cross for our redemption, by the one oblation of 
hims.€1f once offered, made a full, perfect, and suffi
cient ~acrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins 

- of the whole ."''orlcl/'-the faithful communicants de
si:re "so to eat the flesh of Ghrist, and drink his blood, 
.that their sit1fuJ bodies 1nay be m~dc cle~m by his bod!~ 
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and. th~ir souls washed through his ,nost prcc icii:s 
blood." And) in the· last office, for tli c buri,1l of tl ie 
dead, salvation t-hrouah tbc n1crits anrl de~ th of th e ~ . :::, 

Lord J es11s Christ is uniformly lield for th. The a~llt .:l 
of t(ue 19elicvers are committed to the d11 ·t of tl1c 
earth) · <r in sure and certain hope of th e rernrrcclion to 
eternal life through our Lo:--d Jesus Chri~t, wl10 sliall 
change our vile J.,ody, that it may be like his glorious 
body, according to the mighty working wherel>y he is 

,,-- able to subdue all things to himself." 
The inquiry under thu; article in our cliurcli-scrvice, 

is°' Do we, or do we not, accapt this gre~1t doctrine of 
the church, agreeably to the liturgy, and our uniform 
profossion of it in-our services and prayers ? Pause, 
my l?rother, of what charactei; soever you may be, 
pause a moment over the important qu€stion. 

Am I a minister of the Church of .England ? If 
th~n I am sincere in my profession, that l am 5eeking 
salvutiof! only t1irough the mei:its, righteousness, and 
de~th of the Lord Jesus Christ, I shall be continually 
holding him up to my people in lii!:i person ,md offices 

-m1der thi~ i11teresting character. I shall be continually 
' directing s1nners to · him " as the Aiplrn and Omega, 
the Author mid Finisher of Sa-lvation." And my deter
mination will be, like that of the great apostle~ " to 
know nothtng, among men hut Christ Jesus, and him 
crucified." \Vhat is ·the fact concerning this depart-

. ment of my ministry? Do I thus preach Christ? . ls 
1 · )1i~ ado1:_able nan1e the chief topic of every discourse, 

and., to" endeaT him to ·.sinners, the sole · object of my 
p,:eaching? In short, is it the uniform labour of e1l'ery 
sermon to manifest that " there is salvation in no other, 
_!}either is there any other name U!1der Heaven givcu 
amoug men, whereby we must be saved.r" If soJ there 
wilJ bp an happy ~orrespondence between my preaching 
and-the doctrine of the esiablis-hed church in a]J its 
departrnents: ao~ thi~ le;:idjng point of seeking ,sQh:i:
tion1 thro~gh Clirist, wiU appear uppermost in all my 
ministr:.i.ti0.ns1: ,. " "t\1y, speech and my preaching/' like · 
that 01t the apo:sdes.) '"·ill not be " with enticil)g_ vro:i:di \ 

-I 
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of man's wisdom ;" for this is to preach self) and not 

Christ Jesus the Lord." [ shall not declaim on the 

moral excellence of human nature) while our church 

prayers, V\ ith one voice, continually declare we l,~ve 

110 health, no excellence in us; neither shall I recom

mend thnt human strength he exerted in acts of nrnral 

virtue to procure our :;alvationJ while the same form of 

worship solemnly assures us, that in "God alone is 

our help found," This would be indeed to preach 

a l\Ioses, as · of old time;'' but it would not be to 

preach u the Lord Jesus Christ" And while I am . 

careful to follow the doctrine and liturgy of the church,. 

in holding up the L0rd Jesus Christ as the only Saviour 

of sinners, I shall never direct the congregation to seek 

salvation partly l>y their own workis a11d partly by his; 

fo,· this is a mongrel religion, unknown in Scripture. 

It is not the doctrine of the law; for that pronounces 

·a curse upon " every one that continueth not i11 aH 

things vvhich are written in the book of the law to do 

them." Gal. iii. 10. Neither is it the gospel; for 

th~1t expressly says, '' we are s::ived by graec, through 

faith, an<l that not of ourselves; 1t is the gift of, God; 

not of works~ l~st any man sho\tld boast." Ephes. ii. 

3) 9, , 
I pause,-t0 examine both the fact and its solemn 

consequence. Awful as it is, to behold the deceitfol-

11ess cf the human heart, in its duplicity between m.11n.. 

and mai1, in the common circumstances of life, Jet, 

when that duplicity is exerc1sed in matters of an cter

JJal i.11oment towards the infinite Miaje[i;ty of Heave:1, 'it. 

pnts on a rnore malignant, a i110re dangerous form. 

The fallacious reasonings of the human h~art' may 

amuse and satisfy my mind in a l ight ~nd inconsiderate 

hour: . but the time is rippron.chi 1g \Yhrn it ,,vill appear 

that th~re can J~ !Jut one standard o~ truth ; ~1<:1 that 

the estl~nate of 1t 1s not to be formed by the caprice of 

men, bnt by the word of God. If, therefore, I am 

sincere, I must preach Jesus as "the way, tle truth, 

and the life." And as the church in ·ill her o:flces, ho-

. nulic ) atticles, liturgy, uniformly h ht'> for · salva.:.· 
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tion, through the al one merits, righteousness, and 
death of th e L o rd Jesus, my preac hing· will carry \\: t! t 
it a complete correspo11Clence; that) as tire apostle"«:~, 
" seeing we ham this ministry, as we haH: recei,·,.-d 
mercy, ,re faint frot; but l1are renou11·ced tlic hidden 
things of dishonesty, not walhng in crafti:i 1,s, 1wr 
Jrnndling tbe vrnrd of God deceitfully, but by mani
festation of tlie truth, commending ourselves ,to every 
nrnn's .conscience in the sight of God. g Cor. iv . 1, Q. 

But while I desire the Lord to " r)' me, m d sea1 d, 
the ground of my heart" on tliis great point, I woulcl 
very affectionately desire the reader, though he l>e not 
of the sacrerl order, 110t to let the questio~. pass une:<t
amined by liim, as thoHgh it conc·erned 0;1ly the mi:1i
ter of the :;anctuary. Every member of th e established 
church is most highly interested, to know , Letl1er l:is 
outward profcs.c:irrn in c1 eeds and prayers cert dj'<)llCb 
with l1is inwai d conviction and Bincerc belief ltd,,rn 
God ;-for to profess, in ali the different p:irts of 1!ie 
liturgy, as is evidently done, that I am seeking sa1ra .... 
tion only through the merits and death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, . and yet, in actions, , to prove that I am 

- seeking it in another way; to address the Redeerne'r hy 
prayer, as tl1e Lamb of God,· who alone ta <elh away 
the sins of the world, and to ma11i fcs t , disapprobaticn 
of that preaching, which declares that 1here is sal va 
tion in no olher; to declare be l'ore God oonti11u:11l_:, 
in every renewed aHendm1ce on tlie church, that I a1<u 
a miserable sinner, in "liom there is no health ; an<;!, 
jn the same moment, to desire that my righteousness 
may be accepted ~s a mean of sa1vatiou, in conjunc
tion with the righteousucs, of Christ,-what is all 
this but deception of the mind, and in the most sa
cred concerns nrnnifestiug that, tl10ugh " ..:re 'd1•aw 
nigh to God with crnr moutli, 0ur l.Ctirts arc far from 
him r' 

, ti / , 
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PART III. -
Anoti,c:· leading but:.ff·i;u of the Church nf England

, /'1'7-'Lce) is, tlta! of the bleSf,ed Spirit's !Vork in tlie 
Jj e_.al't) iu " takjng 9f the Things of Jesus, to shew 
them unto hi~ People." . - John xvi. 14, 15 . 

. As the finishing of the w]:ole, the church directs to 
the blessed Spirit's u.:orl; in the lieatt, as that a10~1e 

wbicl1 can render the ,rhole plan of redemption ef-

·f~ctuaJ, by a personat'application of the Saviour's me

rits to the sinner's ·ncces:-.ities: and as this becomes so 

highly important, , the churcb is careful in all hei- ser

Yi~es, to keep a constant and unremitting attention to 

tins great o.fl:ice of the ]1 o!y Spirit, that Loth minister 

::md r~eople rna_y implore his airl, and desire to be under 
tli c direction of his (Yracious influence. 

Tl1is is obvious, a~ a prominerit feature throttgh the 

'' '. '° le church service, "here al-most every offi ce begins 

"'11 b a prayer similar in tilect, if riot 111 ·words, to tlie 

utJer for mon1it1g and ereniq_~ prayer tb.ily throughout 
the year,- That "tl1e Lon.l "vould opeu our lips1 that 

our mouth might shevv forth his ·praise; that God 

would make speed to save us; and the Lord-make haste · 

to-.help us." Surely it c~n require no parti-cnlar-proof, 

that the leadiog_point, uniformly kept up through all 

our worship; is, that from Him " all _Holy desires) all 
goo<l councils, and all ju3t works do proceed;" . and 

that, ,as one 0f the prayers expresses itJ " because, 

th!·ough the frailty of our mortal nature, we can do no 

good thiug without him," \re earnestly beg, ahove all 

things, '' tbe aids of his grace, th .. 1t be wonld make 

cl.ean our hearts ,vithin us) and take not his Holy Spirit 

- from us." 
Indeed, as the application of Christ and his beuefitq 

t0 the soul is the graud object for \\ hich all the ordj

·nances of worship are appointed, and ~11 this it is the 

office of tlie Holy Spirit to perform, it is not to be 

wondered at that the church sbonld so earnestly study 

to inculcate the vast importai ce of this principle on 

the minds of the minister and congregation. For the 

one cannot preach profitably-, neither the other hear 
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-to any saving ppi·pose) but Crom Iiis b1essed tcach11:g. 
lt is the Spirit's work to'"' convince of sin, ofrigbtc-

, ~usness, and of jnrlgment.'' John xvi. 8. 1t is his 
peculiar office to glorify _tbe Lord Jesus in "taking 
of his things to shew tliem to his people.'' John 
xvi. 14. No grace cnn be first awakened 1n tlie 
soul, but from his quickeoing. Ephes. ii. l. No 
gi.:ace called forth into· exercise, but from his power. 

- Phil. ii. 1.3, 15. Not a promise can the ~oul pleacJ, 
but of tbe Spirit's shewing. John xvi. 15. ~or n11 
argument . in prayer, btit of the Spirit's framing. 
Ilom. viii. QG. An<l altbough th_e Lord Jesus stands 
revealed in the S~ripture, ns " v;isdom, righteous
ness;. sanctification,. and redemption;? yet he is not 
so to us, unless made so by the blc:;sed Spirit's ngcn
cy. I Cor. i. 30. 
· An inquiry more inter.estiog, both to the minister 

and people, cann.ot be proposed, than w bat this view 
of the impoltance of tbe Holy Ghost's wo1 k on the 
heart occ_:a-sions; whether th~ . one be careful to lwl<l 
up in all his ministrations the 1n<lispensable necessity 
of the Spirit's tea.chin~; and d10 other to implore tlic
hea1'frig car and . tbe seei11g e_lje; Without which the 
ministry of men and angels will be but as souudiug 
brass, or a tinkling cymlFaL. 

Surely, it is a solemn question, ,Vliet her it be OLH" 

-lmiform study anu desire to come under the Divine 
teachings, both before \Ye ~ngage in our solemn ser
vices, <lur·ing the season that we .arc in 1be exercise ' 
of worship, hearing or reading the word, and after 
our religious duties are ended; or whether we come 
before the High and Lofty One •·who inbalflteth 
ete_rnity, with hee<llessness of character, as.!' the 
horse rushe.th into the b..i.ttle ?" 

If my reader be of the clergy, I ,v,rou1d ver_y earnest- · 
]y and affectionately recommend to bim these solemn 
consideration,s. For if it be j'{)lir province, 0 man of 
God, to minister in holy things; an<l if you are really 
desirous rio_t to labour in vain, nor spend your stre1?gth 
for nought, you will :seek in every miuistrnti.on tbe 
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dir€ction and inH.u-ence of the Holy Ghost; without 
which you ,vill m6st assuredly be unst:kc~ssful. You 

~' I • • • 
cannot Ii ave :.i. better sta:1dm·d to asc·ertam yoJ.tr , 11umste-
rial chalacter by, than that you undertake nothing. but 
in the S1::iirit<s strength; .go forth in nothing b.ut by his 
commission ·; anr! depend upon nothing but his blessing . 
..Aud if my reader· be .of the laity, simifar observations
will as readily answer t0 · his O\i\'n mind those solemn 
<1uestions 'in, which he is equally interested, as· to his 
p ri\'ate and personal concert'}. respecting the Spirit's 
w0xk in the heart·. The soul that is really, and truly 
tilu.g lit of God, cannot but know that the 13pirif s influ
ene~_ is essenlial to tii'e pnopcrly performing of ·every 
goo<l worJ and ·work: lt is He who ·must fj.rst avvakcn 
to a sense of sin, and to a knO\\·ledge ·of want in the 
so.nl?, .it is He ,Yho can -afonc qui'cken the soul from 

-dead ·works to serve the living aml true ' God;· aud it is 
hiH lJlesscd office to begin, carry on, and complete the 
work of ' gr1ce, until Christ !)e fuH-y' formed in , the 
heart, t he hope of glory. · 
, ·O ,Lorri! diffuse on every one the rich anoint'ings of 

thine H 0ly Spirit, that we m?y · rejoice 11i.'the folness of 
, th.at finished , salvation which is iii Christ; .Jesus the 

L0rd; · to the glory ·of God. the Father f 
,I 
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