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, I. THE Nacssit_lj and Exceflenc!J of the K.noz::hdge 
· of Christ .Jesus. 

One · of tlie first great dis~overies wl1ich is made, 
"·hen tl'i'e Spirit of God cau i,C~ the scales of ignorance 
to fall from tlic Ulind of a · si1111cr, by bis savi11g 
gn1ce, i$ tlie E:-:cellhH;;·, Suitableness_., and N ercssi y 
of the Lord .J e:ms Ch1-i::-t, in hi;j glorious ·Perso11 ..i11~t 
incstimabl'e benefits. ' God, ,\ hu C01J1111andetli the 
)i,r11t to shine oul of darLucss, sliinetli i·uto their heart~ j -

. . ' to g;\'e them the light of tlie know!,~dge c1f the ~lo1y of Goel i11 the face (or p<.:l"sou) of Jc ·us Chi•1:::l.! Q Cor. iv 6. 
And liappy, uu~pcah1bly ' lfappy, is it for -us gnilt.,-, 
miser:-.ib~e si1wers: tliat ,re lwre suc.:11 ~ rniglity Sa\'ici(tr 
nud Rqdecmer to look 1.rnto; through ,~ hose precious 
sacrifice and p:-erniling iutC'rce.,.,ion we ·111ay IJ.e recon-

~ , ciled t@ God's iufinit~l_v l:ol_y_ and offended ~Iajesty, 
·and by whose p9.,,rcrf.ul Spmt and ~rnce our si·nfof - natures muv be r<.;st-ore<l Lo 1iis h le.:-sed im,ig ,. 

\(ith · m~1ch 'les.:; loss to tizi w igl1t the :-L(u th:it sliinrs 
hy day, and the moo.n and slars \\ liich' ad;)rn th·e pight, 
be .extinguished, . ,~Hill that 0~1r souls sliould be i~:Horallt 
of, and uninfluenced by, this glll1 iou~ S11u of Hioln ,o us-~ . :::, ness (.Yfal. iv .. '3.) \\hose ~nin.g n1m-'c5· alld grace js the 
light and life of this lower crt ation of ,f.:iod, and wbosc 
glory and excdl 11cy is Lhe jo_y and wrJUdf'r of the 

,,\·orkls on hig~1. -.All tlic . infidelity ,and di8affoction -~f 
ungo.?lY" mind\!,_ nnJ th_c · \rt·:~k11es~ . of faith, despon- · cl_em:1.es of heart, and ddecls uf_ love.m smcere Christians _ 
are owing, in cliff re11t degr1:e8, to th1:ir ignorance of No. );;XVII. 
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this gl orious and diville J{edcemer; the knowledge of 
whnm is of the greatest necessity and advantao-e. . , . 0 

The so11l of man may be ignorant of ten thousand 
things, without ~my lessening of its real and substantial 
h~ppiness; but 'all the promised blessings of God, that 
pertain to life and godliness, are given unto us through 
.the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. If mercy 
and peace be multiplied unto us, it is through the 
knowledge of God, and of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
i Pet .• i. s, .<3; and it is the great duty of the Chris
tian religion to gro~v i11 ·grace, and in the kno,vledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus CJ1rist. ~ Pet. iii. S. 

He is of suci1 absolute necessity to our salvation and 
·h:1ppiness; th:it without him it is impossible we should 
attnin untq it. We· are all guilty, condemned sinners 
by God's holy law; he is our great atonement and 
advocate. 1 J olm ii. '2. We are ,yeak and enfeebled 
sinners hy om ·revolt from God; he is the Lord, in 
whom alone we have strength and righteousness. 
Isa. xlv. 4. \Ve 'as~ imnure and defited lJeiugs in the 
sight of the Lord; he is Jesus our snnctifier. Heb. ii.11. 
"\iVe are by ,1atu.re _ spiritually dead and insensible; lie 
is a quickening Sp1rit. J Cor. xv. 4_5. \,Ve are 
te;npted and oppresgecl creatures; he is the great 
,c tptain of our salvation. Heb. ii. 10., \Ve are afflict
ed and desponµing sinner~; he is the cons'o1ation of 
Israel. L11ke ii . . "J5: But ,,·.ithout him nothing but 
confounding glories .are discoverable in the infinite 
God;, nothing hut misery, wretchedness, and despair 
in ourselves; which made St. Paul say.., 'I count all 
things but lo-s, for .the · excellency of the .knowleclge of 
C lu·ist .J e~us my Lord; and rlo .cour,t them but dung 
drnt I rn_ay wi\1 .Christ,' ~c. P}iil. iii. 8, g. 

The sensible Christian, that .knows any thing of 
-God and bims~lf, wo.uld .not live a day without the 
I~ord Jesus _ .. Christ, ~nd the mercy and grace which h~ 
has pn1:c}iased ~nd ·revealed to the wo~ld. ·. He ~nows 
it to ,be tl_1e nost dangerous presumpt10u for }um to 
loo'k tip to a ·Q-od of infinite ju~tice and holiness for his 
.fflvour and acceptance, b~lt on!y .tluo,ugh this bles-sed 
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I\-Ie_diator. He dares not approach to Go<l m pral t 

. or worship, but by faith in hirn. AH the mercy and 
gr:.ice he 11<:!eds -to make him wise, holy, and happy in 
this world and the next, he depends continually upon 
Lim for, and receives from him, hy virttw of I is 
gracious influence and power~ul intercession. And all 
who disregard this great Redeemer, God. himself huth 
declared to be in a iost and perishi~1g condition, und (! r 
his present ai.vful curse, and sinking into ev ~rlc1 ti11~ 
perdition. See Mark xvi. IG~ John iii. 18, jfj. 

II. TnE [nsi~ffecienclj of m}in': own Rig11teousnc:ss 
and Power fqr his salvation and l_iappiness. 
· Nothing is more destructive , to the souls of men, 
and contrary to the glory of God's infinit9 wisdom · and 

,. free mercy, in their salvatioll by J cbus Christ, tlia:-1 a _ 
self-rightcolls, self-.sufficient s.pirit. No men in ti e 
world are furtlcr from sa_lvation by Jesus Cbri ..; t, than 
such as depend upon their own worthiness for acc;ept
ance w-ith God; expect heaven .as the fruit of their own 
rightoousness, a,1d, trust in their own power of gra•cc to 
cµrry _ them thither: Christ . himself te-l ls us, that 
' pub].icans and, harlots do enter , into the kingdom of 
heaven before such.' -1-Iatt. xxi: 3 I, ~ft. : 

However virtuous and good, pi~rns and devot1t, men 
ipay c;onceivc themselves to be, if they expect God's 
present acc«lptance- acd final sah:ation on -that accormt, 
either in whole or in pa1:t, they set n.p 'tbei--Rsclves as 
their own redeemers,-they renounce the- all-perf.ect, 
and only-justifying rjghteousness of the Son 0f God, 
and make vofd all the glorious designs of God's free 
'and sov..ereign mercy in man's salvation. Gal. v. 2--4. 
and iii. 11-2£. Rom. x,i. 6. ' As . all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God) and are become 
guilty ·before him (Rom. iii. 19-2i) the dreadfol ~ 
;Curses of everlasting judgment . .aud damnatior-i are only 
!Temiued to -th.em) who, d€spairi1~ to obtail'l salvation 
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-of thcmselres, receiv~ it entirely as the free gift of 
Gocl's 'grace in Christ Jesus. Rom. V. l 6, li. and \·i. 2.~. 

Chri::t'ians tJ1w;t be · diligent iii the practice of all 
·moral and religious dutie:;; (and it is tlieir excellence 
all_c.l.liapp111css so to be); but · it is Chr-ist's complete 
s,i.tisfactiou ·and righteou::,nesl:!, .and not their imperfect 
obeJicncc, that· mutrt he their justification. before God . 
. As the Lord · Jesus has hy himself purged our sins, 
( Il~b. i. 3.) so he expects . the v,•hole praise of our 
salv~tion; and w1ll either be all in all, or nothing, as 
to procuring 01:1r forgiveness or acceptance with God; 
~rnd tlie true Christian \Yill rejoice to reuounce his own 
excellencies, righteo·usness, privileges, &c. that the 
Lord Jesus alone mav be exalted. lsa. ii. J 1. 1 Cor . ., 
i SO. And we also need bis continu.al grace to assist 
us, as well as his i:nerits to justify us; for without liim 
·we cnn do nothing ncceptable to God. John x,·. 5. 

How contrary soeH~r this may be to the natural pride 
and jgnorance of fallen man, every soul th.at will be 
saved by him, must -be dft:ctually c·onvinced of its 0\\11 

absoh1te insufficiency to .restore and sar(!,itself. Coming 
•µnto Christ Jesus as condemned, lost, and hclplc s ltl 

·.-itseH· (2 Cor. v. 14~) vc~uturing its eternal all upon the 
, alone and everlasting foundation of Curist'.5 _mediation 
and sacrifice, as well as depending on l..1m conti11u:.1lly 
for all 8npplies of grace an.d goodness; aml thus 
expecting no sal\'ationfroni hi.5 own works, but b,elieving 
jn him that justifieth the ungodly, his fai1 h is counte<l 
for righteousness. Rom. iv. 4-6. "1-·or Christ is 
,the end of the law for righteousne_ss to every one th.it 

: belie~eth.?' Roni. x. 4. ,,;hich \\•ay of free justification, 
,ihrough the precious blood a11d _iuii11ite merits -of tlw · 
Lo!id Jesus Christ, is in !·Hany scriptures. called, " the 
Righteousness of God/' '2 Cor. v .,_ l 7. Horn. x. 2. 
Phi!. iii._ 9. Isa. x•lv .. 2'2. Not only being a rightcous-
1ness of Goe-l's ap,pointing, but" the righteousness .of him 

1

·wJ10 is God ·himself.; w'l10 purchased the t.:hurch l\·ith 
-his own ,blood. Acts xx. 28. l John iii. 16; fr ving 
0

tliese transcendent .properties, that it is at/ perfecl, 
tU,llChangeable, and e~'cr(mting. Dan. ix. ~4. ha. li. 6 • 

.. 
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Certainly, the Christi-au that surveys his- own righ• 
teousness, prayers, repentings, fastiug.., , &c. with an 
impartial eye, -can find 110 foundation for hi8 so11l to 
rest securely upon in l1im_self, by reat:on of the manifold 
defects a11d blemi:::hes that inseparably clea,·e unto bim, 
but in tbe Lord Jesus Christ alone. I Cor. iii. 11. 
Acts iv. 1 ~- He is convinced that the b st of his 
duties cannot save him; and the least of his sins may 
d~rnlll him. That his own 1·ightr.ousness is . cieGkd; 
tl1at his / prayers 11eed pardon; his rrp~11ttince ·u 1l'd 
rt1)enti11g o"f ;_ his. tears for sin need \\:aslii~g in the 
Llood of the, Lamb; and his very holiness needs a 
more i>erfect righteottsnc.ss, to :lVe hi1h fr m coude.m
na tioo, in the sight of an i111inikly ju.s t a11rl holy God,. 
Job ix. £-;3:J. and :xxY. 4-.6. Who can stand 
before God; by virtue of his own ob<!dience, .when he 
~ppea1s. injudgment? , _Surely, none; Psm. cxxx. l. 

HI. .AN nrnest p rsuusivc to beliet·e in the Lord 
Je us Christ, &c~ , · 

Let every sinner of the human race he persuaded 
and cncournged, for their _souls' snke, to belie •e in the, 

, merciful Lord and Uedcemer oi men, that they ma_y 
obta1n everlasting life and happi11fss from him. Sir~, 
consider seriously, what could God your Saviour haNe• 
dor:e for you~ or promised to Y,ou, to make you happy.,l 

· which he ·1tas not done -and promised ? He laid aside· 
his robes of majesty and glory, to clothe -himself with
your flesh; he came from his royal throne abo ·e, and· 
hunil..l led himself to ·the ·death of the cros~, t0 s-atisfp 
divine justice for yout transgressions, and has brought: 
eve1·lasting life and salvation to your very door.s-; anc.li 
VI ill you not receive him; He prom-;iscs to give you all 
nceclrnl supplies of bl~ssings for soul and bGdy, for 
time and eternity ( P~m. lxxxiv. I 1.); to prntect: you· 
from all your spiritual enemies; to save you from si11.. 
and h ell, and bestow heaven and himseif upon . you .;: 
and will you yet refuse him ? 

r 
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. 0 t teiie,,e' it to be )'NIT highest wisdom, your iH• 

'1,spcnsahle-<luty, 'your whole · sr.hution, to yield JOur-· 

set :es entirely to the care and c·onduct of the S0~1 

of God; to Jove bjs glorious pen;cn, submit to hi8 
gentle government, and trust in his saving pm·rer and 
gn,ce.. Thore is e,·ery thing in · him to recommend 

hjnj to yonr 'hoice a\:i.d e:;teem; '" hether you co11sid~r 
4i.s wonderful excellen-cies, 01:• precious be11efits, the 

~uBpeakal.>-le happiness of those that recei'Ve lum, or the 

rnconcei\'ab~~ misery of. them who shght and reject him. 

l t, r.-1editate on his unspeakable excellencies untrl 
ycur heart~ are fi11ed. ·with reven'n.ce, wo~der, aild ·love. 
'~Je ' is- the Lord of glory.' l Cor. ii. 8. - ' lrnmanuet, 
or God with 11~.' J\1att. i 23. ' The ~reat ·God and 

ou1r Sa Yi our.' 2 Pet. i. l. 'Jehovah our . righteou~

u~ss.' Jer. lCXiii. 6. '-God over al1, bles ed for ever; 
.Rom. ix. 5: ' The mighty God,- the everlasting 
F~ther.' Isa. ix. 6. ' Possessing all the fulness of 

God substantial1y.' Col. ii. 9, 'Beiug equal with God 

ia~ uature.' Phil. ii. 6. 'Eternal.' Mic. v. ~. · ' Unchange

able.' Heb. xiii. 8. 'Omni1:,-cient.' Rev. ii. 18-23. 
~ .Almighty.' Rev. i! 8-13. 'To whom all possible 

ho,11,iage and worship by all creat\lres in heascn and 
ea!th is t& be paid.' John. -v. 23. Hev. v. 11-14. 
' Being the first .cause and highfst end -of all things; by 
whom and for whom they,were created.' Coloss. i. lo. 
J .ohll i. 1, ' l?m;sessing at once all the excellencies of: 
both 11ature~ God atad Man.' Jolrn i. 5. ' Having all 
domiuion in heaven and earth committed · unto him.' 
Mau .. X:\viii. 18. ' RuUng over the kingdoms of 

.nature, (Mutt. -,,iii. ~6. Acts ix. 33.) of providence, 

f Oan. vii. 27. Ze~h. vi'. J£., 13.) an~ of grace.' 

J ohu v. '31. Gal. vi. 18. ' Being the great and appointed 

J 4dge of quick an(,i deag at the last daf' Acts xvii. 31, 
As one ocean bath more waters thau all the rivers of 

the -earth, auel. one sun more light than,a11 the luminaries 
of heaven, so there i's in onp -l,ord J e.sus Christ more 

glory and excellence than in all ~,·orlds, iu all angels, in 

~u dcJights,, or' whatever is loyely in l1caven or enrth • 

.Alt creatt.'>{l e.xccHe~1ci~s derive their J;eing· frorn l1im; 
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depend continually _upon him) and are unsatis fy i1 1!,_r 
with out him. Col. 1. 15-. 19. Psm. lxxii i. 25 , ~tj . 

He is more tlian a1l te mporal good, as the light of tlie 
suu is -mc)re than tl1at of .a c r.ndle. · He is m ore than al 
spiritual bl essings, ,,as the fountain is more than t!t e 
streams. He is in.ore than alJ heavc11ly rich e ) as tl1e 
t ree is more than the fruit. Tl ere are th:J:ii ... ,, onderfnl 
excellencies in his divine person that are. 1c pc:1 k:1 bly 

· great and glo-rious; it is the very heaven o f ltappinc·ss 
to be with him ,,,here he is,' to beh6l<l his glory. J ohn 
xvii. 24. , A little knowledge of l1is transcende11 .. 
loveliness, gives to the admiring believing mind incun
ceiveable joy and heavenly pleasul'e. l P et. · i. 8 . 
Were the deplorable m is ts of sillft,.I ignorance and dark
ness removed from the minds of men, they- could not 
httt be amazed at his di\·ine and eternal exce1l€ndi.cs, 
for they are infinite and unsearch~ble. Ephes. iii. 8. 
- 2a1y, Consider the precious- hencfit8 " ·hich tlie 
Lord Jesus Christ bestows upon all that trnly believe 
in him, that you may lJe . sensible of their gr~at 
happiness, and 11ever rest until you possess it yoi,r-self. 

_ The-great and blessed Redeemer of men is uot only / 
possessed of i11tiuite amiaLleness and excellenee in him
self, but he is infinitely diffusive of , gnodne~s · and· 
happiness to others. There are in hi-s lov.e and·g..oodness_,, 
he1ghts and depths, le-ngths and hr:eadths, which surpass· 
.all knowledge. Eph. iii. l-S, 19., There is a· trans.cend-· 
ent, satisfying foJ.ness in Christ Jesus, ,suitab1e to .rll the · 

- neeessities, desires, and happiness of peri~hiog immortal; 
soulii. In one crucified Jesus you , will find an i11finite· 
sufficiency. of_ 1ighteousness to c.o·.-er , all your sins . 
i John i. 7. lnexhausfble riches of goo·dness to supply
all your wants. Phil iv. 19. Abundant gFace to· 
subdue all your lusts. . Matt. i. ~-1. Unsearchable 
w isdom · to guide all your ways , 1 Cor. i. 30. 
A lrn,ighty p ower to vanquish all your spiritual enem~es , 
Col. ii . 15. Sovereign virtue to heal all ):oui•; soul's 
d iseases. Luke v. Q l. And unmeasui·abl e folness of,-

lgrace and goodness, both to satisfy-and save-you, and_ 
~' that to the very uttermbst . Heb, vii. 25 , 

/ I 
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Happy, beyond e:s.pres~i'->n happy, are ::iH those who 
are intf!rested in J:ii·m, anJ· united to bim by foith and 
love! They are pardoned and ~ reconciled to God, 
Rom. v. l; bt'come his dear children, John i.- 1£; 
hare his Spirit dwelling in thrm, Gal. iii. ~4; and 
enjoy liberty of access tmto him at all times. - Heb. x. 
1!}-Q3. _'J ·r-y are the special care of God's ki11d rrnd ' 
tender pr \ ence. l Pet. iii. J '2. Ham his· faithful 
promisc.:s of a-11 needful good in this life, :M-iitt. vi: .'30-. 3::J. 
and vii. 1 1, and -are the heirs of: everlasting life and 
flo-ry in the world to come. John iii. 14-16. Rom. · 
viii.· 17. God their Sa,:ionr, in a11 the rid1es of bis 
goodness, in all his speci.11 relations, is theirs. 2 Cor. 
,,i. 16-18. Thev are entitled to ,ill the blessed 
promises of. his wo°'rd (2 Pet. i. 14.); wbich they may-

. humbly and assuredly claim· from him by faith ~nd 
prayer according to their need. John x-v. 7, and v. 14. · 

So tliat, -if)ou t~uly believe in the Lord J csus, and 
trust on •him as your whole salvation, he \'\·ill bestow 
upon you all th8 benefit~ of every · kind i-elati-on and 
cJrnrncter he bears to his people. He will be the bread 

. of life to nourish· _:your · suid, John vi: ~7 _; a p·hj•sician 
to heal it, iiatt. ix. l £; an· advocate ' to ' plead for yon· 
before God, I John ii. 2.; a counsellor to advise you, 
Jsa. ix. 6; a ·cnp~ain to defend you, l-leb. ii. 10; a 
)>rophet to iustruct, Acts vii. ~7; a priest to atou~· 

, for-, Ht::h. ii. 17, 18, an~ a king to govern ycu, 
Psn:i. ii. 2. · fl~ will be un· husband to protec-t yoy, 
l Cur. }ii. 2; a father \o provide for you, Isa. ix. 6, 7'; 
a brutl1er to relicYe you, J~hn xx. l7 ;- a foundation ; 
t.o. .. support you, Isa. :xx\·iii. 16,· a root to give you · 
life., H.ev. xxii. 16; an head to guide you, Ep!t i. 22; 
a. treasure to· enrich you, Eph. iii. 8; a sun to cn
]igliteu alld cht't'r you, Mal. iL 2; n fountain to 
dennse you; Z ech . xiii. (; a sanctuar_, to coY r you, 
lsa.. \i:ii. 4·; ~11 authc,r of hop~ to comfort and C1Stablish 
;1ou-, H(:-b. vi. 18, _ 19; and ,Yhatsocvcr is nccc.-:sary 
foi· your sa l·\'ation ~nd h: i>t:>iness for both wo1 ld ~, I Cor. 
ii i. '2'2~ 2:3. ~oJ. ii. U, IO; having in him all the 
fulnc:-s 0f wi~do1n, rigliteou:.lnc.ss, ~:anclifiration, and 

_reckm,ptiou co IJ es tow t~\) 0 11 JOU. 1 C<::>r. i. {lf)-_ 31. 

. . 



( g ·) 

This is -- the grsnt and i1dinine _gift wliich God our 
Savio.ur, out of tt e unse:.irdu1ble depth of bis nH:rcy and 
love, doth 1nost freely grallt to tlie poor and miserdblc, 
the accursed and perishing sinners ofmrn, en:n liimsclf, 
and all his treasures of grace aod go9dne1:,_3, Isa. Iv. 1-7. 

3dly, Consider the miserable state and aggrarnted 
·condemnation of those Finners who H"light this ble ,scd 
Redeemer and his great salvation. · How can they e ·cap~ 
everlasting damnation ,, ho neglect this wdnderful pro- ·. 

vision which the in-finite wisd'o1n and mercy of G o<l lrns 
made for their recov('.ry and happiness in .Jesus Christ ! 
who despi1:,e the eternal Son of Goel; wl10 cou11t his 
preciGus blood a11d 8ncrifice, by vvhich· t-hey :.ire rcdeetL-

. ed, a comm-0n thing, . -a11<l ,;,,,ill 1rot have this gre:it am{ 
divine .Savi0ti•r .to reigo ·· mcr thel)~; · out prefer some 

... sordid lust, ·,.-ile ·affection, ot -eartl1ly gain or . plcast\re _ 

before hitn ?> Luke' xix. 14. chap. xiv. '2ti~;3S. !fob. 
x. 23. Pure· au,d unmixed rengem1ce · is reserved 
for the co.ntemnns of .Cbrist Jesus and hi1:, go~pel. 
J,ews and Pagans will_rrse up in judgment ttgaillst such 
in . the _ g~·ea~ day, and co:1de~n11· them. 11att . xxiii. 
-13, -Pt,. :;, _ . 

. · iHeader, ~f you are one of tl1ese, pcr_m.it me, fr91;1 tLe. 
most -affecting ·sense -be your ,g11.eat danger and npscrJ, 
:ind a .tender regntd to yo'u_t eternal · salvation and 
happiness, to sei before _you something of the n'retcbed
ness of your 'pfesent condition; thu't you may lietliiuk 
_yours~}f npd ~scape. in tinrer '. · · ,' ' ' . 
, ., ;\Vhite you al'e ' ~·ilhout C-bri\t J estfs, · id ~-state of 

u11.belief, ,you are tmder the · gui-lt ·aud :c9i1dequrntioi1 of 
a:11 t.11.e sirn~ th::i't ever you . ~ave. '-c;9 n'lh1it te'd'. . :~rhe drea<l
fol I cur-scs and • eo1,1<:km1ii11g pt"> wer ' 0f G od's ho'ly law 
s,ta.hd. in full f9rt:e arga11}st You ,foe·"e,,ei•y' 'tr'ansgie~s1on 

you h:.Pile' committed i11 thought, spceUi,' aud bcdrnriour. 
'flre ·.divine ju.stice, i·n all its.- 1dreadfo:h1ess and 'terror, 
hangs over your ·g~ilty head, re·u1.i_y lo break forth upon 
yo u, J obn 1ii. -10; · .a'nd, being w•irhout Christ.., .fou , 
have nothing to pacify the a1,1ger of Almighty G.od, and 
save your perishing soul from -hel l a,nd condemnation : 

You barn,_ _man;7 accusers, aud ~1eavy accusu tiolu 

; 
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-against _you, from God's broken law, your own conscience, aud the devi1 which tempteth .you; ·but not having a savlng iuterest in the Son of God, you have no advocate or intercessor with God to p1ead for you, '1_ncl turn away i1is vengeance from you; · but are confamarly trec1suring up more wrnth against tl1e _day of wrath, and re"-'.elation of the righteous jL!dgmcnt of Gotl. / Rom. ii: 1-7. And the ~lighting or rejecting of ~he treat J\lediator, is 'that which binds the condemnat1~n of all your other sins up-on you. rrhe corhpassionate Saviour of sinners himself declares, t~at he that belicveth 10t isball be damned. He ~hall not see life; I1e shaf.l die in his ·sins; and that the wrath of God abideth on him. J0Jm iii. "lo;: a~itj viii. 44. If men sin again::it the la..,v of God, they may fin_d mercy and· relief t-hrougl1 a - Redeemer, upon the1r --sincere faith au~ repentance ; bu-t if they' slight and tefuse Jesus Christ as their Lord aud. Saviour, what else c,:m deliver them? How s1rnll they escai)e wl10 reject this great salvation, and sin against this only remedy? Heb. ii~ Q, S. 
· That whicb ·aggravates this great sin of unbelief, or neglect of the salvation of ChriHt, is, that it p<mrs the \'i!est contempt ttpon all the infinite perfections of God's w-isdom and mercy, truth and love, as they are wonderfully displayed in the redemption of sinners by J ~sus Clirist; a~d it is offering the greatest affront to tl1e unmeasurable -love m1d grace _of tbe Son of Go-cl, wko ·wei1t through such an amazinQ· scene of shame atld nufferings for man's salvation on° earth, a110 is now in ~eaven Jendy tQ intercede for them, and bring them to God and glory,-as well as lliat it is the certain destruction of the unhappy, ungrateful sinner for e\:er. ~lay the great .Father of mercies hare compass1 ~n on clie fiard-hearte<l sons of men, who liave no mercy on themselves·; and oi1en _their eyes to see their guilfand da11$~r, while forgivcneis anq s1! va_tion may be had 1 

., 
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-1v. E~COUR.1G EJJIE NTS and DirecltOJIS fur 

Sinners to come to Christ far Salvation. 

LET every bumble, repenting sinner be penmaded 

nncl encouraged to come to this gracious Lord and 

Redeemer ·for life and s:dvation. I-Ie is infinit ly 
able an<l willing to supply all your wants, to pardon 

all -your sius, to heal rill your spiritual <liseases, to 

s~,b<lue every powerful lust, to reco11cile you to God, 

restore you to his lovely imag~, and make you most 

happy and blessed for ever. The folness of Christ's 

:;;aving power and mercy is not to be measured by 

the largest understanding. "The grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ i~ exceeding abundant;'' l Tim. i. 14. 

" He is able to sa-ve trnto the uttermost all that come 

unto God by Him.'' Heb. vii. 25. 
" HPaven, as one observes, is full of the miracles 

of Christ's astonishing love and unmerited mercy. 

There is murderous and idolatrous M anasseb, op

p·ressing Zaccheus, blaspbemi.ng Paul, lascivious Mag
dalen, and millions of others, equal ilil vileness and 

guilt, filled with the holy Spirit of God; singing the 

high praises of Go,d and . the Lamb among adoring 

saints and ang-els. Nay, some of the -very mur:: 

tferers of our blessed Lord and. Saviotll' himself, are 

receiving eternal life and ·happiness fJ'Qm that pre

cious blood which their own guilty hands did shed." 

Acts ii. 36. 
0 !· Jet every co1ninced ,c;jnner, therefore, wl10s~ 

soul is bowed down u ~1der a sense of guilt and misery, 

take heed ofentntai ning mean and unworthy thou_ght~ 

of this g;1orious and divineTtedecnier.-Poor worm of 
'-' 

tlie earth! what are all thy wants and distresses to , 

11,c unsearchable fulne ss _of bis grace a,1d mercy? 

\IV bat are thy sins and provocations to the infini-te 

merit of his precious blood, and. the almighty erfii .. 
cac_y of his gracious intert:ession P · 

lf y ou ~re concerned to know how you shall bcc-ome 

interested in this grec1t Redeemer aud bis salvG1tion 

(a ud Go~ forbid tfi'at uny immortal soul dwelling in 

,-
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flesh ·should be indifferent t,o this i-t~i)Or~ant concern) you ha\·e an an:::;wer tu this "inquiry from God's O\\"Il word, ' l3e1ieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be sare<l.' Acts xvi. 3 l. ·Renouuce all dependence upon .yo~l't own ~\·isdom, strength,. and goodness; coastantly and entirely trusting in IJim for all Sc1lvation. Cord"ially resign yourself to his gracious a_uthority and government; yie-lding yourself to the rule of his Spirit, \\'Ord, and providence; and dilige,ntly seek his L.ivour and love as your chief happint·ss, and he wiH pardon your manifold offences; heal your sinful nature, and bless you in the abtrndance of his grace and mercy witb e•,ery needful good. 1 Cor. i1i. Q 1-~3. Eph. i. 3-6. In order to ,Yhich (I) Be willing and desirous to know the won;t of you.J own siofoln·ess, misery, and - danger, th~t you may have an affecting sense o!' the great suital>lenesg and necessity of the Lord Jt. us in his saving cbaracttrs ivLJtt. xi.- 28. · Rev. iii. I 7. No person can believe in Him aright·,rho do nd :-c-e , their great need of Hirn, c:t'nd his great excellence. (2) Sniously and diligently read the gospel of Christ, i11 which his glorious nature. and transcehdent g odness is ·mnde known, John v. so. 2. Cor. iv. 4-6.; nnd diligently att~nd the faithful preaching · of it ·for this purpose~ for divine ,Vis<lom say s, t bat - 'Faith cometh by hearing, nntl he-nring by the word of God.' , Rom. x. {7. I Cor. i. 18-2!. _ (-') Ile·g earn<?stly of God his-Holy Spirit,' to gi,·e y~u an nnderst:rntfing in Him tbrtt is true, even in bis .Son Jesus _Christ, who is the true God anc.l etern~tl life;' l John v. 20. and to dispose your heart to receive •him as God's salvation. lkliere it) that saving knowledge anEl faith are the gifts of God only. Epb. ii. 8. Nu one can know bt believe aright in God the Saviour, but by light and power derived from Hi1nself, John vi. 44, 45. Matt. xi. 2.5; 26, ·which is cony~yed to then;i ill tl.e_serious, diligent use of God's appointed t:renns, especially his ",-ord un <l prayer~ f(QY . i~, ;}-G, ar\d y1}i. S·;J, 34: •. 

: 
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(.J) Con"c1entrom,Jy seek after those tliino-s wliiC'h 
please God, nud attend to your duty, .is f~r ns you 
kno\\. it; carefu!Ly avoiding every thing " ·hich hi s 
saned wor<i forb :ds, - and practising those thin er 
which he there rt>qu:res. ' o man cau ,Yith rcasin 
hope for an intere~t in God·s s~dnttion, wlw lives in 
wilful -rebelliou .a •.,.ain-;t his wi se an11 holy govern-o ~ 

ment. iia.tt. vii. 17-2,7. ~ut our Lord says, ' If 
any man will do lii3 will., h_e shall know his doctrine, 
and er~ ny his grace. Jolin vii. 17. Heb. v. g. 

( 5) .Yet be not too much di~courage<l if your spi
ritual adversaries and youi· inward corruptions break 
forth upon you at -this season with u11commo11 

strength; tbe wisdo111 of God sometimes permits tbi s 
to show to man his own insufficiencies, and where 
l1is strength must lie . . 2 Cor. xii. 10. 

V. TnE fa!'ther Knordedge and Use of the Lord 
Jesus Cbrist in bis Excellencies and Beuefits recom 
mended to Cbristians. 

' ' 
LET every true Cbristian infinitely prize and delight 

i1) the glorious ex eel lencies of this great Redeem.er, 
ancturnke perpetuil use of Him in atl hi:; blessed 
c.linrncters. 0 ! fabour e\'t:~ry day mo.re and more to 
u ndcrstancl the inconce'ivabJe excellen,cies and pre- 1 

cious benefits thrit are in Christ Jesus! Consider f 
fr~q~1ently the inco1~ceivable nmii1bleness. and ~lory 
of lus person, as perfect God and perfect man ~Jni;ed . · 
C,on~idcr the dignity and usefulness of bi,s cbaH~ct_erF, ·; 
as the great Mediator, Teacber,J:lead, an~ P-r.e?ervcr 
of his Church .and People, and the Lord of aH.i Pray 
earnestly that God would give you tl e, &prrjt qf wis-
dom and understanding in the . kn9.wie<lg.e <if Ilim; , 

tbat you m<;1y know what are tli.e_ ri9h_es ~r q.i~ ,gl~ry, /, _ 
and what the hopes Gf your ~p,1qtual. caL111g :m• OJtn, , 
-E.pb. i. ·17-H); that so, b.y be:hold,~i)g hill} fro~ ,
·day ·to day, 'JOU may be changed__, rn. o Jh~- s;u:µe 
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image, frorn glory to glory, by his Spirit.' 2 Cor. iii . 
18. . 

Study to make more daily_ constant use of Him in 
all the kind relations he bears to th'ose thnt believe 
00 Him, and tlie wonderful discov-eries he has rnac,1 e 
of bi ~ own unst>archab]e grace and goodness. Th e 
Lord Jesus is of inconceivaWe use to poor sinners o f 
mankind; and it is by freqnent bc1ieving'applicarion s 
to Him, thnt from hi ~ fulness they receive grace for 
grnc~, John i. 16; .A'n?, b!ess~d. be ~1is n~m;, He is infimtely free and bount1fol rn (hspensmg his heave nly 
o- ifts nnd graces to those that h1:1mbly apply uoto him by fa ith and prayer, 1 Tim. i. 14. This is the wny to 
li\·e in the comfortable sense of God's forgiving 
m ercv, in the happy possession of all gpiritual ble~s
ings, · ancl the joyful hopes of everlasting life. 

VI. SUPREME Lo-ce and Affection due to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, from every Cbrfatinn. 

Is the Lord Jesus so glorious in h.is Nature , nnd 
excellent in his ct1aracters as ·a RecJeeme.r? Hath He 
done and suffered so much for your salvation and hap
piness? Surely, not~ ing but a supreine love can be any 
way suitq_ble to such e},cP.llencies and precious bene
fi ts. Let him be the foll nnd complete object of yonr 
desire and hope, your love and joy; let Him be in 

i}OUr thoughts the first in the morning, and the last -at 
ni.gbt; view his gloriou s goodness and conqescending men'~y, until your souls are filled with wonder, µOd 
i nflamed ,vith love. 
· Gbristians, why should you suffer your affect:ion s to nm after this present world and the things of it? Did 
the world <:lie for you, or can it :reconcile.you to God, 
or advan~e you to ll]e kingdom of Heaven? Or has it 
any ~xcellence or happiness in it-comparable t9 your 
dearest Lord and ~aviour? Olov'e Him then, above -yo~r lusts ;·- love Him above your relations: 1ove Him 

. abave all the ·gaius and plea§u-res of the world ; yea, 
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love him above your very lives, or he will not estet>m 
that yo.u love him at all in truth, Luke -xiv. Qti. 
:Mn tt. x. 37. 'l'h:it, person does 1iot 1o,·e the Lord 
Jesus Christ sincerely,, who loves ally thinf; more 
than Cbri~t, pr equal to Him. I Jolrn iii. Li. 

See what affec.:tion the primitive Christians bore 
unto their Lorcl and Saviour; they rejoiced tbat th ey 
were counted worthy to suffe r shame for his 1'~c:u.1e, 

' Acts v. 41. Yea, they loved not tl1eir lives unto death 
for his sake. ' Rev. xii.11. And tbe same true love 
reigns in every upright disciple of Christ now. 

Certainly tbe more the Lord Jesus hath done for usi, 
the more dear he should be unto us. vVho can con
ceive the glories of his divine person, the greatness of 

· his sufferings, the preciousness of his b enefits? 0 ! 
let an in6uite1y lovely and ever-loving Jesus lie per
petually near t0 your very heart, and kindle such 
flames of love _i'n your soul ,..as may for ever be break
ing forrb i.f(your lips and in your life, in all holy zeal 
and affe;ctionate-?U ty and' worship, tc:> I he praise an yl 
glory of his m~0esty nnd. grace, that the name of Olli 
Lord Jesus Christ' may be g~ori6e<l in you, and ye in 
hi1~, occcording to tbe grace of our God, and of J rsus 
'Christ our Lord. 1 Thess. i. 12. Col. i. 10. An,d 
, -pow begin that ~verlasting song _of praise 'for his free 
and undeserved lo\'e and gooclness :-U n~o hi!n that 

· · loved us, anc;l wn~!1ed us from our sins ir. b,is own 
blood., and bath m~de us kings and priests unto' G 'od 

·and his Fatl1er., to him be glory and dominion: for 
ever ~and' ev<.!r . Rev. i. 5, 6. and v. g 13 . 

VIL THE Christian's Obli~ation to humble D,·uty 
and .affe·ctionate Zeal for 1be Lord Jesus. 

fa/ jou have been deli,ver~d frnt51 ,tbe kii;igc1om' .pf 
darkness, and a state .. of guilt and conde[!1n_a\i9D, l)y 
.Jesus Christ, now -sho!Jli jQ,l.1, live as a monument of 
God's unspeakable 1nel·cy, and of h ~! ii1ee and-evfrlas:t
iJ1g love? \Vhal infinite s.ums of duty and zeaido you 
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o,-re to ti1e Lord J esns for his redeeming po\ver and 
g rac:e! How deeply slioul<l -vou think voun:elfeno-ao-cd • ., • ~ 0 

to wa1k v;onl>y of tbe Lord unto all pleasing; being 
fruitful in every good work, and , increasit;}g rn tbe 
k110\rlcdge of God? Col. i. JO. Seel always an 
h11rnblc, contrite fra1ne of heuyt, sensible of any spiri
t trnl misct.rringes, observant of all- the in ward workings 
of your soul. Let notguiltrem'nin u11on the conscience, 
but.,. by sirrcere repentance tqwards G~d, and a speedy 
npplication by faith to the atoning _!Jluod of the Lamb 
of God, get it irinnediately removed. De especi,i11y 
wutcl1ful ,1gainst those sins which your constitution, 
place, or calling, wost e~·posc Y?U unto. Hemembcr 
a I wa vs, th nt it was sin that c:rncified 1l1e Lord of G lorr, 
slied~his rno:.-t prec ious blood, and caused all bis s11u~p 
·and bitter sufferings. Isa. !iii. 5-11. How should 
1his excite you to look upon tb~t c.b rin accursed t!~iug, 
'forwbich your Hedeemer became a curse! Gal. iii. 13. 
l3e zeulou~ ancl nctive for God and liis glory, ,r.ho has 
bles:,ed _yon widi so great snlrntion; and take all 
proper o·cca~ions to re~om mend the s-an1e mighty and 
merciful Jes r to others; who1ri \'OU hHe found to be 
ctn nJl-suffi cJG~lt and gracious ~te.dee11H:;r. , 

Be a faith fol c1nd c:orn passionate r(;!prnver of those 
who are seeking death in the error of their judgments 
un<l I ives. Glorify G rH-1_, ,rnd do,goo<l to others, with 
.ll! the po.wers and cnpacities, git"rs and 'grace~ that 
Yon possess, or: a temporal or spiritu~1Lnature; that 
)'OL1 may lesemble· your hetn·enl)· F.1thcr (;\latt. v. 
'-l.J.-4tL) and follow the exmnple of yo ... 1y divine 
1\lasterJ · wbo continually went about doing good. 
Acts x. 38. 'fbus, by ,giving all diligence .to make 
your calling and election sure, and b_y adding to 
yuur faith vi rt 1Jf'J godlif?e's) and brqtberly kindness, 
·while the slothful, un,profit,1ble-Cb ri_stian lives in fear 
and · dies_ in terror, you · m,ay · live , in peace, and die 

-in"triump·h: . 2 ,Pet. i. 5-. 11: -.A,mcn . 
...::...,..._..,.. •4},t • 
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