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TO T 1,l E 

RI G H T HONOURABL E 

Lady Charlotte FIN CFI . 

MADAM, 

T HE purpofe for which 

this little Treatife 

was compofed, can alone en­

title it to your LadyD1ip's 

notice, for in its execution I 

fear it is very in1perfect; but 

as it is in tended to lead to ' 

the n1ofi ferious concerns of 

A 3 Hu1nan 
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Human Life, The Knowledge 
of the GREAT CREATOR and 
the Study ef His W-orks, I 
hope it ,vill not be thought 
totally uni1nportant. 

Permit me to fay, MA­
DAM, that before I ventured 

to produce it to the World, 
. I had the happinefs to ob­

tain the fanction of your LA­
n-vsHrP 's approbation, which 
encouraged me to hope for a 

favourable reception from the 

Public.; 
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Public ; as the great f uccefs 

with which you have edu­

cated the RoYAL FAMILY, 

fo evidently proves, that you 

LADYSHIP is perfectly ac­

quainted with the moft happy 

arts of winning the atten­

tion of Children, and the 

mo!t proper 111ethod of con­

veying religious and moral In­

firuction to their tender minds. 

With tpe mofl: ardent wiih 

that your . LADYSHIP may 

.t\. 4 long 
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'I • • long continue to enJoy every 
comfort both of public and 
domefiic Life, I have the 
Honour to be, 

MADAM, 

Your LADYSHIP's 

mofl: obliged, 

and devoted Servant, 

BRENTFOR n, 
Dec. 12, 1780. 

SARAH 'I'RIMM ER. 
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P R E F A C E. 

AS it may feem unneceffary to ~dd 

to the number of Books which 

have already been written exprefsly 

for the ufe of Children, I think it pro­

per to n1ention, that the hint of the 

following little work was originally 

taken from Dr. Watts's Treatife on 

Education, Section the 2d, on the 

exercife and improvement of the na­

tural powers of Children : his Words 

are_ thefe, 

" Almoft every thing is new to 

~~ Children, and novelty will entice 

A 5 " them 
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" them onwards to new acquirements: 
~, Shew them the Birds, the Beafts, 
" the Fillies, the Infects, Trees, Fruit, 
" Herbs, and all the feveral parts and 
" properties of the vegetable and ani­
" n1al World. Teach them to obferve 
" the various occurrences of Nature 
'' and Providence, the Sun, Moon and 
~, Stars, the Day and Night, Summer 
" and Winter, the Clouds and the 
" Sky, the Hail, Snow, and Ice, 
'' Winds, Fire, Water, Earth, Air, 
" Fields, Woods, Mountains, Rivers, 
'' &c. Teach them that the GREAT 

" Goo made ail thefe, and that his 
" Providence governs them." 

But delightful as thefe things are to 
Children, if communicated in a way 
that i•s accommodated to their capaci­
ties, they can never be brought in their 

early 
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early years to attend to fcientific ac­

counts of caufes and effects, or to enter 

far into each particular branch of 

knowledge. 

I therefore thought, that a Book 

containing a kind of general furvey of 

the Works of Providence, might be 

very ufeful; as a mean to open rhe 

mind by gradual fteps to the know­

ledge of the SuPREME BEING. For 

as we need only read the volume of na­

ture, in order to difcover his Wifdom· 

and Goodnefs, a defire of doing his Will 

might from thence be excited in their 

minds, before they were permitted to· 

read the Holy ScriptureJ, which they 

fhould not begin ti_ll they had b~en 

previouily taught, that they contain­

the revelation which he has vouchfafed 

A6 t~ 
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to make of himfelf, his gracious dif­
penfations towards mankind, and the 
duties we are required to perform in 
order to obtain his favour. 

I have never yet met with any one 
Book f uffi.cient to anfwer thefe pur­
po1es; for though there are numbers 
excellently calculated to improve thofe 
who have made fome progrefs in know­
ledge, they are in general too difficult 
to begin with, and therefore require 
fomethingpreparatory; excepting thofe 
which contain exemplary hiftories fuit­
ed to their age : w hi.ch, though they 
have a very good tendency, are not 
alone fufficient to form the minds of 
Children. 

Nor have 1 the vanity to f uppofe 
that this !mperfect performance will 

fully 
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fully anfwer that purpofe ; it is only 

meant as a Link in the Chain of Edu. 

cation, where there appeared to me to 

be a deficiency; and I flatter myfelf 
that it will prepare the minds of Chil­

dren for higher degrees of knowledge, 
and fo increafe the value of fome of 
thofeentertaining and inftrucl:ive Books 
which have already been publiihed for 

their ufe ; for I am perf uaded from 
experience, that thofe who can be in­

duced to advance as far as I have here 
endeavoured to lead tf\em, will natu­
rally afpire to higher _degrees of in-: 
formation. 

I cannot pafs over this opportunity 
of mentioning a very ufeful Publica­
tion, entitled Leffons for Children from 
two to four Tears old, written by Mrs.' 

Barbauld, (fold at No. 72, S~. Paul's 
Church 
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Church Yard,) which I think are the 

beft adapted for the purpofe of teach­

ing them to read, of any I ever 

met with. I have endeavoured to 

adopt a mode of expreff1on fimilar to 

Mrs. Barbauld's Leifons, and to build 

upon the ground-work which that in­

genious Lady has laid for the Inftruc­

tion of Children, in a ftile of familiar 

converfation. 

Perhaps it will be thought that I 

have deviated from my pl!=in of fimpli­

~ity and eafe in the latter part of this 

Work; but I have here taken for my_ 

guide the Archbijhop of Cambray' s In­

flrufiions for the Education of a Daugh-

ter, and indeed copied him in fome 

places refpefiing the diftinction be. 

tween the Soul and the Bodv. To the ., 

a\1thority of this great name I .fhall 
only 
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only beg leave to add my own hum­
ble opinion, that Children may be 
taught thefe things at an earlier age 
than is ufually praB:ifed ; and furely 
in this cafe a~ove all others, the expe­
riment ought to be made; for if it be 
thought neceffary to teach them be­
times the ornamental parts of Educa- ~ 
tion, which c;m be of ufe only in this 
tranfitory life, how much more necef­
fary is it to embrace the firft opportu­
nity of feafoning the Infant Mind with 
tho[e fpiritual graces which are calcu­
lated to prepare them for a happy . 
Eternity ? 

Such inftructions are of the higheft 
importance, and moft effential for all 
to be acquainted with ; therefore ar­
guing from the Goodnefs and Condefcen .. 
jion of the ALMIGHTY, there is reafon 

to 
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to hope, that he will affift thofe with 

his efpecial bleffing, who endeavour to 

imprefs the minds of Children with a 

·devout fenfe of their CREATOR, and a 

defire of if!Jmortal Happinefs, by calling 

their early attention to the Works of 

His Providence, and the 'Iruths of His 

Religion. 

AN 
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AN 

Eafy Introducl:ion, &c" 

PART I. 

I HAVE been thinking, n1y dea-r 

Charlotte, that you and I might 

take fome very profitable walks toge­

ther, and at the fame time that we are 

benefiting our health, by air and exer­

cife, n1ight improve our minds; for 

every object in nature, when carefully 

examined,_will fill us with admiration, 

and afford us both in(l:ruchon and 

amufement; and I am perfuaded we 

:Chall find, that nothing has been 1nade· 
. . 
1n vain. 

Though 
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Though Henry is fo young, he is a 
fenfi.ble little Boy, and will be able, I 
dare fay, to underftand many things, 
which we fhall have occafion to talk 
of; therefore I think to take him with 
us : I long to fee him, as I fu ppofe he 
is greatly pleafed with his change of 
drefs ! Oh! here he comes. Your Ser­
vant, Sir; you are very fmart, indeed; 
I could not imagine what little Beau it 
was, ft rutting along; I f uppofe, now 
you are dreffed like a Man, you begin 
to fancy that you ci,re one; but though 
you can read and fpe1l, f pin a Top, 
and catch a Ball, I do affure you, there 
are a great many things for you to 
learn yet, and I £hall be happy to teach 
you what I know. Your fifter and I 
-are going to take a walk; we fhal l 
have many pretty things to look at, 
and talk about, therefore I aare fay 
you will happy to be of our party; 
will you not ;> 

You 
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You know, my dears, in the walks 
we have already taken in the fields to­
gether, I fhewed you a great variety 
of Plants and Flowers ; you have 
feen . the Cattle and Sheep grazing, 
the little Birds hopping and flying 
about; and though I told you the name 
of every thing you faw, which I 
hope you remember, you muft learn 
to know a great deal more about 
them. Charlotte is going to get her­
felf ready, fo fetch your hat, Henry, 
and let us go into the Meadows, where 
I am f ure we fhall f oon find f ome­
thing worth examining. 

Well, Henry, what do you think; 
is not this a charming Place ? You 
know that it is called a Meadow : See 
how green the Grafs looks, and what, 
a number of pretty Flowers ! Run 
about, and try how many different 
forts of Gr~fs you can find, for it is 

now _.., 
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now in bloffom. One, two, three : 
blefs me, you have got eight forts I· 
Charlotte has gathered quite a 
nofegay; Daifies, Cowfiips, Butter­
cups : As for the reft, I do not know 
their names, fo y,,e muft fearch the 
Herbal, where w,;. £hall find them, and 
learn what they are called. 

I need not tell you what is the ufe 
of Grafs, becaufe you have fo fre­
quently feen the Cows, Horfes, and 
Sheep eating it; but they do not eat 
it all, no ; a great quantity of the 
Grafs that grows is cut down with a 
Scythe, like what our Gardener ufes, 
which is called mowing; then come the 
hay makers, who turn it over and over 
again, fpreading it upon the Ground, 
and when the Sun and Air h ave f uf­
ficiently dried it to :keep it from be­
coming mouldy, it is carried home to 
the Farmer's yard, and put together 
in great heaps called Hay-ricks and 
·Hay-Hacks. 

There 
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There are thoufands and thoufands 
of loads made every year, which ferve 
to feed the Cattle in the winter; for 
there is but little green Grafs for 
them then. All of it grows from lit­
tle Seeds no bigger than pins heads ; 
look at the Bloffoms in your hand, 
Henry; they would foon have turned 
to freds. 

In a Meadow where there has been 
Hay made, a great many of the dry 
feeds drop and are fcattered about, 
and Grafs f prings from them the next 
year ; but if people want to make a 
new Meadow, they muft keep fame 
feeds and fow them. 

The beautiful Flowers which you 
have in your hand, Charlotte, grew 
likewife from feeds which were mix­
ed amongft the .Hay-feeds ; for the 
Plants which fprung from thofe feeds 
are good for the Cattle, and ferve 
to give a pleafant tafte to the grafs • 

. Befides, numbers of them are medi .. 
cina1, 
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cinal, that is, good to make med i­
cines for the cure of many diforders 
we are fubjeB: to. 

Don't you think that Grafs is a 
very ufeful t11ing? I am fure the poor 
Horfes, Cows, and Sheep, would 
fay fo, could they fpeak; for they 
have no Cooks to drefs victuals for 
them, nor Money to buy Bread, nor 
can they afk for any thing they want; 
fo you fee their food grows under 
their feet, and they have nothing to 
do but to eat it. 

Now we will take leave of the Mea­
dow, \ and go into the Corn Field. 
Look, Henry, pray take notice, Char­
lotte, this is Wheat. I hope we !hall 
have a plentiful Harveft; but it will 
not be ripe till Auguft, which is called 
the Harveft Month : However, I put 
this Ear in my pocket, which was 
plucked laft year, on purpofe to fuew 

you 
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you what all thiswhich grows here would 
come to: rub it with your hands, Henry, 
blow the chaff from it, give me one of the 
feeds. This is called a Grain of Corn. 
You fre there are a great many Grains 
in an Ear; and look, here are a great 
many Ears from one Root, and yet 
the whole Root grew from one fingle 
Grain, which was fowed laft year. 

The Earth was turned up with a 
Plough, then the grains of Corn were 
thinly fprinkled in the Furrows, and 
the Earth drawn oyer them with a 
Harrow ; after they had f welled fome 
time, and become fofr, by the moi­
fture of the Ground, little Roots 
ftruck downwards, · and Stalks grew 
upwards, broke through the Ground, 
and branched out, in the manner yo·u 
fee here ; and produced Ears, each 
of which perhaps, contains twenty 
Grains ; and fo, if you reckon all 
that are grown from the Seeds which 
came up, there may be twenty times 

as 
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as many as were put into the 
Earth. 

This which grows now will be ri­
pened by the Sun, and look like that 

which you rubbed to pieces; th_en it 

will be cut down with a Sickle, and 

tied up in bundles called Sheaves, and 

carried to the Barn, where it will be 

threihed, cleaned from the Chaff, and 

fent to the Miller; he will grind it 

into Flour, which will be fold to tho 

Bakers, who will make it into Bread; 

but they muft leave fome for Puddings 

and Pies. 
Only think, Henry, what a deal of 

Corn muft be fown every year, to 

furniih Bread for thoufands and ten 

thoufands of people ! And what 

fhould we do without it? for Bread 

is the cheapeft and wholefomeft Food 

we have ; many poor people can get 

but little elfe to eat. 

But Corn will not grow without 

fowing, as the Hay feed does, be­
caufe 
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caufe the feed is larger, and muft be 
buried deeper in the earth, therefore 
a deal of hard work muft be done to 
prepare the ground for it. But my 
dear Charlotte, l think you have 
tired yourfelf; and Henry feems to 
have done fo too; therefore let us fit 
down on this moffy Bank, and reft. 

What a fine fpreading Oak is this, 
which fe rves us for a canopy, and 
!hades us fo comfortably fron1 the 
Sun ! See what a number of Acorns 
hang upon it; they are excellent food 
for I-fogs. But do not think that the 
ftately Oak is good for nothing but 
to fupply them with provifion ; it is 
of the greateft uie to us. How large 
it is ! it is bigger round than any 
Man ever was ; it has hundreds of 
Branches, thoufands of Acorns, and 
frill more Leaves. It has great roars, 
which {hike a long way into the 

B ground, 
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groun<l, and fpread aH round at the 
bottom ; they keep it from being 
blown down, by the violent guirs of 
wind, which it frequently has to en­
counter; and through the Roots it is, 
that the moifture of the earth nourifhes 
it, and keeps it alive. 

Now, Henry, is it not a very fur­
prifing thing, that this great Tree 
grew at firft from -a little Acorn? 
Look, here is a young one, .called a 
Sapling; it is fo little, Charlotte, 
that you will be able to pull it up 
you.rfelf. 'I'he-re you fee is the Acorn 
ftill fricking upon the root. The Oak 
we fit under, probably is an hundred 
years old ; when it is cut clown it will 
be called Timber; the Sawyers w·u 
faw it in pieces proper to be ufed in 
building Ships, and Houfes .. 

There are many forts of Timber 
Trees befides, as Afh, Elm, Chefnut, 
¥lalnut, and others. 

When 
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When there are a number of Trees 
-growing near together, the place is 
called a Wood ; you have each of 
you been in one, you ·recollect that, I 
ft1ppofe, and what kind of a place it 
·was. I wifh w~ were in one now, for 
it is hot walking. 

But I was going to obferve, that all 
forts of Trees grew either from Seeds, 
or ·Kernels that are withinfide their 
.Fruit, or elfe from -little Plants taken 
from the old roots, or £lips taken 
off from their Branches. All timber · 
'T-rees grow witho-ut any trouble, for 
the rain w1ters them ; but I forgot 
·to meJ1tio·n the Bark, Chadotte, which 
is this outfide part. It is of great ufe 
to Tanners and Dyers ; and the dry 
·branches, which are good for nothing 
·elfe, make chearful~ comfortable fires ; 
fo that you fee Trees are very valuable 
things; nay, poor Henry would mifs 
them ; for Traps, Tops, and Bats, 
.are cut out of them. 

B 2 e 



[ 12 ] 

See how the pretty birds fit finging 
on the branches; how glad they muft 

be, when it rains, to !helter themfel ves 

amongf:t . the Leaves: Befides, if a 

heavy fh?wer was to come now, we 

fuould be happy to ftand under a Tree 

ourfel ves, provided there was no ap­

pearance of a Thunder-ftorm ; for in 

Thunder-ftorms Trees often attract 

the Lightning, which might make 1t 

very dangerous to be near _them. 

Don't you fmell fomething very 
f weet ? Look about in the Hedges, 

.Henry, and fee if you can difcover 

what it is; blefs me ! Charloue, what 
a fine parcel of Woodbines he has , 
got; they are quite delightful: You fee 

the Woodbine is very different from 

- the Oak ; it has long £lender ftalks, 

and would fall upon the ground, 
but that it borrows affiftance of its 

neighbours. Obferve how it twifts 

about, 
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about, and lays hold, firft of one 
thing, then of another. Laft month 

there were Briar-Rofes and Hawthorns, · 

that were very beautiful, but now they 
are out of Bloifom, and fee the Fruit is 
growing. The Briars produce Hips; 
the Hawthorns, Haws; they are for 

the Birds to eat in the Winter. There 

are a great many pretty things that 
grow in the hedges, as you may fee, 
and all are of fome ufe. Thefe are 
Brambles ; they will foon produce 
Blackberries : Don't you love Black- ( 

berries ? you Jhall com~ and gather 

fome when they are ripe; but you muft 
be fure never to eat any thing that 

grows wild in the Fields, without 

knowing what it is, becaufe fome ber­

ries that appear very beautiful "to the 

eye, are poifon, and would kill you. 

There was a little Boy who gathered 
fomething that looked almoft like 

Currants, and as foon as he had fwal­

lowed them, his throat and ftomach 

B 3 felt 
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felt as if he had· eaten fi re ; and he 
f welled and f welled,. till in a fhon time 
he died ; and yet thofe berries might 
be very good, and- even valuable for 
fome 11fes. 

The Farmers plant Hedges to di . 
vide and iecure their fields ; for if the 
Cattle fhould get arnongfl: the Corn, 
tht'y might do a great deal of mif­
chief; befides, people would not know 
exactly where their own ground ended, 
a~1d. their neighbours began ; and 
the Cattle would be very cold in the 
nights, but that the hedges !helter· 
them. 

Don't you think this has been a very 
pleafant Walk, Henry ? Shall I cut 
you a Stick ? Here, take this,. it is 
a I-Iazle-twig; Nuts grow on f-Iazle 
Trees: Filberts are . another kind of 
Nut, much more delicious : vValnuts 
you have feen growing in our orchard. 

Ther 
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1'here are a variety of fruits which 
are contained in hard fhelis,. in the 

fame manner ; as Almonds, Chefnuts, 

&c. The Cocoa-nu t is the largeft 

that I know of ; you faw and taf1:ed 

one the od1er. day. I never faw a 

Cocoa-nut trre, fo cannot give you a 

perfect defcription of it, but have read 

that it grows ftraight without any 

branches, and is generally very high : 

at the top it bears twelve exceeding 

large leaves , ufed by the Indians in 

covering houfes, making mats and 

othe r things; between the leaves and 

the top arife feveral !hoots, as thick 

as a man's arm, whic h being tapped, 

yield a very agreeable liquor, called 

in the Eaft-I ndies toddy, from which 

Arrack is made ; bu t frequ ent tap­

pjng defhoys the tree : thefe !hoots or 

branches put forth a large clufter or 

bunch of Cocoa-nuts, to the numbe.r 

of ten or twelve. 

B 4 Three 



Three times a year the Tree yields 
fruit, which is as big-as a man's head; 
but there is another fort no larger 
than your fift, which they make 
punch-ladles of in the Weft -Indies. 

It is aftonifhing to think what a 
quantity of provifion and ufrfu! ma .. 
terials thefe Trees fupply ; they grow 
in the Eaft and Weft- Indjes, and in 
Africa. 

There is another fort of nut called 
the Cacoa ; .this grows in the Weft­
lndies, and South-America. The tree 
which produces it- is fomething like 
our Cherry-tree, and the Nut about 

. the fize of an Almond : there are feeds 
withinfide, which are made into Cho­
colate, with .the addition of fome other 
ingredients. The befl: fort of this nut 
is imported from Carraca. 

I begin to fear you will be tired ; 
we muft therefore think of returning 
home, but we will go through the 
Barley Field. 

Obferve; 
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Ob[erve; this is very different fro m 

Wheat ; the ears have long, hairy 

f pikes, which are called Beards. Do 

not put them in your mouth, for if you 

do, they will flick in your throat and . 

choke you. Barley is fowed in the 

fame manner as Wheat is, but dot s 

_ not make f uch good Bread; it is how­

ever very ufeful to us, for after it has 

been threfhed, it is fold by the Farm­

ers, in great quantities to the Malfters; 

who pour Water upon it, which 

makes it f prout ; then they dry it 

with hot Cinders, and it becomes Malt; 

with the addition of a great deal of 
• 

water, and fome Hops, to give it a 

pleafant b.itterifh tafte, and keep .it 

from becoming four, it is brewed 

into Beer, which is one of the comforts -

of life, and helps to give the poor 

Me·n who drink it, fi:rength to do their 

laborious work. Barley is alfo good 

to feed Chickens, Turkeys, and other 

Poultry. 

B 5 Hops, 
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Hops, you know, grow in Gardens 
and Fields, which are from then.c~· call­
ed Hop-Grounds; and run up long 
poles ; when they are ripe they are 
gathered, dried, and foJ.d rnoftly to 
Men called Hop-Me'rch-ants. 

Now we are come to a Field of 
Oats, pray look at it that you may 
know it again from Wheat and Barley. 
The poor Ho-rfes make their Meal of 
Oats and Hay all the Winter,~ and 
when they are_ kept in Stables they 
eat them in Summer too; fo that you­
find Oats are very ufef ul •. 

We have in England another kind 
of Corn, called Rye, of which Bread is 
fometin1es made; but this is inferior 
to Wheat. 

Some Countries do not produce 
Corn like what grows here, but are in 
general f upplied with fomething that· 
partly anf wers the fame purpofe, 

· thoug_h 
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-though I believe all are glad to get 

\ Vheat, if they can purchafe it; and 

great quantities are exported from 

England, France, &c. in plentiful 

years, which is fold to great advan­

tage. 
The Grain which is called Tu key 

Wheat is very different from ours. Its 

ftalk is like a Reed w ich many joints, 

and grows to the height of five or fix 

feet; out of the joints .fhoot the ears, 

which conufl: of a great number of 

grains, each about the fize of a Peri, 

enclofed in coats or hufks, which 

burft open with the heat of the Sun, 

and then it becomes quite ripe. 

Millet I believe comes from Turkey. 

Rice grows in the Eaft and Weft In­

dies. 1 need not te 11 you, for you alrea­

dy know by expe_rience, that they make 

1 delightful Puddings; and I dare fay you 

think Rice-milk is excellent food, and 

that it is right to let thofo People who-

B 6 fu-rniili 
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furni!h us with f uch good things have 
a little Corn in return. 

In Countries where there is no Grain 
to be had, the Inhabitants are underthe 
neceffity of eating Roots or Fruits; 
and even in fome parts of our King's 
Dominions, the poorer fort of People 
are obliged, from the barrennefs of 
their foil, and extreme poverty, which 
prevent their either cultivating or pu r­
chafing Wheat, to eat Cakes, Pud­
dings and Porridge made of Oatmeal ; 
and infl:ead of a good dinner of Meat 
and Bread, are glad to fatisfy their 
hunger with -Potatoes alone. · How 
happy therefore, my Dears, ought we to 
think ourfelves, who have never known 
th_e want of Bread. I hope you will 
remember this, and let it be a rule 
never to wafle what f uch numbers 
would be glad to have. Even the 
Crumbs which you accidently let fall, 
might, if collected, afford a hearty 
meal for a little Bird, and make him 

merry 
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n1erry for the whole day; or would 

ferve to divide amongft its N eftlings, 

which might otherwife open their 

mouths and chirp for food many a 

time, whiHl: the Parent Bird was feek­

ing it with weary wings. I was very 

angry with you, Henry,. the other day, 

for flinging Bread at your Sifter; but I 
hope you will never do fo any more, 

now I have informed you what a blef­

fing it is; for I have ieen perfons who 

wantonly wafted Bread, live to feel 

great difi:refs for want of it. 

Can you tell me, Heriry, what • 

grows in this Field ? Why they are 

Turnips. I will pull one up. This 

root when it is boi~ed is very whole­

f ome, and excellent fauce for Mutton, 

Lamb, and other Meat : there is a 

great deal of Turnip feed fown every 

year for our tables, and 1ikewife to 

give to the Cows, being cheaper than 

Hay. 

Some 
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Some Fiekls are fown with Pota­
toes, numbers with Carrots, a great 
many with Peafe and Beans, others 
with Hemp and Flax, which are very 
valuable commodities; when I have 
an opportunity I will !hew you fame. 
The il:alks of Hemp and Flax, after 
they have been beaten, and properly 
prepared, are fpun into Thread, of 
which all Linen Cloths are made ; 
they likewife furnifn the materials for 
all kinds of Ropes and Cords. 1'hat 
fine Cloth which your Frock is made 
of, Charlotte, once grew in a Field, 
and fo did that of Henry's Shirt. It 
is rn ade in Ireland and Scotland, but 
a great deal of the fame fort is made 
in Flanders. 

Flax is alfo fpun into exceeding fine 
Thread, for weaving of Lace, and 

· working upon Muili~ . . 

lnftead of thefe Plants, they have i'n 
fome Countries, ,particularly in the 

Eaft 



[ 23 ] 

Ea.ft and vVeft Indies, Cotton. Of 

this they make Muflins, Dimities and 

Callicoes. Cotton is a kind of down 

that encompaffes the feed of a Tree, 

called the Cotton Tree. It grows in 

Pods about the fize of a N·ut; as they 

ripen, their outfides become black, 

and the heat of the Sun makes them 

fplit open; they are . then gathered, 

and with a proper machine the Cotton 

is feparated from the feeds, and after­

wards fpun for the purpofes of Weav­

ing. So you fee, my Dears, there are 

variety of materials for Clothing; and 

t he ingenuity of Mankind has invent­

ed many, ways of applying them to 

ufeful purpofes,. Even the very bark 

of Trees is, with incredible labour and 

induftry, fometim.es converted into .. 

curious Cloth by Savages, who to us 

appear extremely ignorant; and there 

are others who weave themfelves orna .. 

ments and garments of Net-work 

~overed with Feathers. 
Beudes 
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Befides what grow in the Fields, 
which belong to the Farmer~, the 
Gardens afford many excellent things. 
There are Cabbages, and Cauliflowers, 
Brocoli, Salads, Endive, Cucumbers, 
French Beans; in • !bore, a hundred 
things very pleafant to the tafte, and 
extremely w holefome. 

Befides, you know there are Fruit­
. trees, the names of which, I fancy, 
you are intimately acqu ainted with; 
Currants, Goofeberries, Apples, Pears, 
Peaches~ Nectarines, Plumbs, Grapes, 
Apricots: Don't you wi!h they were 
all ripe, Henry? Then, what excel­
cellent tarts we could make l and 
what feafts we fhould have ! Well, 
have a little patience, my Dear, they 
'A'.ill foon be ripe, and then you fhall 
have plenty; but yon muft not eat 
them before they are ripe ; for they · 
will make you very ill. 

I ·knew· a little Boy, f-Jenry, who 
ufed to look as frdh and rofy as you 

do, 
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do, and run about, and be merry all 

day long. His Mamma had a great 

Garden, and {he told him not to ga­

ther the green Fruit; but the little 

greedy fellow would not pay atten­

tion to what !he faid ; like a filly 

Child as he was, he thought he knew 

better than his Mamma, fo he ftole in 

unperceived, and eat the green Goofe­

berrie~, and Currants, by which 

means his Stomach being filled with 

nafi:y traih, he entirely loft his appe­

tite, and his rofy Cheeks became as 

pale as Death; at la~ Worms, live 

Warms ! came in his bowels. They 

were in the green Fruit, but fo fmall 

that he could not fee them, and he was 

taken very ill, and had like to have 

died: So when all the good Chjldren 

were eating ripe fruit every day, he 

was lying fick. a bed; and did not get 

well before it ~-- as all gone.-W as he 

not righly punifhed for being fo undu-. 

tifL!l and greedy ? 

You 
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You remember, my dear childrerr, 

how very beautiful the Fru'it-Trees 
looked a little while ago, w_hen they 
were in full bloom; the bloifoms are 
now gone, and the fruits grow in their 
ftead ; they will get bigger and big­
ger every day, till the heat of the 
Sun ripens them, and then they wiU 
be fit to gather. 

Apples and Pears will keep all the 
Wint~r; but , the other Fruits will be-­
come rotten, unlefs they are preferv­
ed, by boiling them up with Syrup 
made of Sugar and Water; or elfe 
dried ; fo we muft fpeak in time to the 
Houfekeeper, that fhe may preferve 
us fome Damafrenes and Goofeberries 
for Tarts, make Marmalade of 
~inces, preferve Apricots, and 
make Currant-jelly, and Rafberry- · . 
1am. 

Currants, Grapes, afld Goofeber­
ries will make Wine ; but that is not 
at all good for little Boys and Girls; 

they 
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they can be merry enough without it; 

and Sweetmeats m uft be eat very f pa­

ringly, or they will make you fick, 

and fpoi-1 all your teeth, I affure you. 

When we can get no ripe Fruit, a 

little Currant-jelly, and other things 

of that kind are very agreeable; but 

as for Sugar Plumbs, and the refr of 

thofe pernicious meffes,. they anf wer 

no purpoie in the world hut to make 

people difrel.iili what is wholefome; 

and when they have loft all their teeth,. · 

by indulging themfelves with them, it 

will be too late to refolve again,ft eat .. 

ing any more ; therefore it is better 

to prevent the mifchief, by not eating 

them at all. I am fure I would not 

part with one tooth for all the Sweet-

1neats in the "\iVorld. 

Charlotte, if you are not tired, my 

Dear, we will go into the Flower-Gar­

den : As for I-Ienry, he is too n1uch 

of a Man to complain ; nay, I am• rea--
dy 
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dy to believe he could keep upon his 
feet fron1 morning to night. Come, 
Sir, take the key, and open the gate. 
This I think is the moft delightful 
Place we have feen yet ! 

What !hall we look at firft? There 
is f uch a variety of Beauties that one 
knows not which to prefer; you· ad­
mired thofe in the Fields, but thefe 
exceed them. 

Look at thofe Tulips ! Examine 
thofe Carnations! Obferve that bed 
of Ranunculas ! And then admire 
that ftage of Auriculas ! The white­
nefs of this Lilly exceeds that of the 
fineft Cambrick. This blue Flower 
is a Convolvulus ; it is very like the 
Bines that grow in the Hedges, only 
they are of a red colour. Pray, 
Charlotte, gather one of thofe very . 
little Flowers ; I have forgot its name; 
but whilft one :fees it near· it is as 
beautiful and curious as the large 
ones . Now turn your eyes to that 
noble Sunflower ! that elegant Ho-

lyoak l 
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lyoak ! that glorious Piony !-l beg 

of you to gather n1e one of thofe 

charming Rofes : how f weetly they 

f mell ! get me alfo a little Sprig of J ef­

famine, -and one Honeyfuckle, for I 

cannot tell how to leave all thefe f weets 

behind me; but I will not permit you 

to gather many, becaufe it is a pity 

to f poil them. The Gardener brought 

us fome to drefs our rooms with 

this morning, and1 1 know if you 

fhould pluck any they would foon be 

dead in your warm hands, for nothing 

but water will keep them alive. 

Have you taken notice that every 

Flower has different leaves from the 

refr? That fome of them ar~ varie­

gated with all the colours yon can 

name, and polifhed in the higheft 

n1anner? In fhort their beauties are too 

n1any to be numbered; and when you 

come to be able to read books of 
natural 
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natural hiftory, you will be aftoniibed 
to find how much can be faid about 
them ; but you are too young to un ­
derfrand them at pref en t : However, 
I muft not forget to tell you, that all 
Flowers grow either from feeds , or lit­
tle roots taken from great ones. 

None of thofe which grow here, 
would grow wild in the Fields, becau re 
the earth there is not rich enough 
for them. There is a great deal of 
trouble to make fome of them grow 
at all ; the Gardener is obliged to do 
1nany things, or they would wither 
~way ; and particularly he muil: water 
them properly; for Earth and Water 
are the fame to the Trees, Plants and 
Flowers, as victuals and drink are to 
us ; but as they are fixed to one place, 
and can neithe.r fetch nor afk for it, it 
either comes to them in Rain, or the 
Gardener pours it on them with a W a ... 
tcring-pot, 

Some 
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.Some tender, delicate plants will 

grow .only in very Ught Earth, for they 
could not get through hard ground, 

any more than you could Break 

through a ftone Wall. Other plants 

are ftrong and fi:iff, therefore light 

earth would crumble away, and leave 

the roots bare, fo they grow heft on 

clay : Some require a great deal of 
Water; nay, grow even in Ponds and 
Djtches ; others will thrive only in 

fandy Ground. Many curious plants 

are kept in Green-houfes; they would 

not grow in the open Air in this Coun­

try, becaufe they are brought from 

Foreign parts, where it is hotter than 

here: If you were to go to a place a 

great deal colder than this, you would 
not be able to bear it like thofe who 

always live there. 

From what I told you juft now, my 
Dears, you muft underftand, that there 

. 
· JS 
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is not only great variety in what grows 
out of the Ground, but even in the 
Earth itfelf. Look at the walks, f ome 
of them are of a yellowiih red colour. 
That is Gravel; does it not make 
ptetty Walks ? It is exceedingly good 
for the Roads likewife, Henry, which 
would foon be very bad where there 
are a great many Carriages continually 
going, if they did not lay gravel upon 
them to keep them in repair. Of an­
other kind of Earth, Bricks are made, 
which are afterwards ufed in building 
Houfes, Walls, &c. Chalk comes out 
cf the Earth. That is very ufeful to 
lay upon fome forts of Land, in order 
to n1ake what the Farmer propofes to 
fow there grow the better : It is Jike­

'.wife burnt to make Lime of, which, 
mixed with fand, makes mortar for . 
the Bricklayers to f aften their Bricks, 
for they would tumble down if they 
were not cemented together. Stone 
and M~rble are dug out of the ground. 

When 
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When they find a great deal together, 

they call the place a ~arry:. Some 

fine Churches and Caftles are built of 

Stone. -Marble is ufed for Chimney­

pieces, Slabs, and ornaments in elegant 

Houfes. 
Cnals are likewife dug out of the 

Earth, with which we make Fires to 

warm us, and drefs our Viccuals. Oh! 

how we fhould go fhivering and !hak­

.ing about if we had no Fires in the _ 

Winter! AQd what would Meat, and 

Puddings be good for, if we could 

neither roaft, boil, nor bake ? for we 

could not get wood enough for thofe 

purpofes. 

I have not yet _ toid you ha1f the~­

riches that are in the bowels of the 

Earth. Out of it are dug Gold, Sil. 

ver, Copper, Lead, Iron, Tin ; there 

are called Metals; look at my Watch ; 

this js Gold. Guineas and Half 

C Guineas 
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Guineas are Iikewife made of it, and 
it may be beaten into leaves thinner 
than paper. Did I not give you fome, 
Henry, to gild your Oak-apple? 

With Leaf-gold they gild Wood ; 
the Picture Frames in the Drawing­
Room appear very fine, but are only 
Wood covered with thofe thin Leaves. 

Gold is the moft valuable of all 
Metals. This Shilling is made of Sil­
ver, which though inferior to Gold, is 
yet much eileemed. It is uied for 
Coffee-pots, Candlefticks, W airers, 
Spoons, and an hundred other things, 
which people of fortune make ufe of. 
Lead is very heavy; there is great 
plenty of it to be had, and it is of 
the utmoft fervice to us ; for it is 
made into Cillerns to hold Water, 
Pipes to convey it from the Springs; 
Gutters to carry the wet from off our 
Houfes; Weights, and a variety of 
other conveniencies. Our Saucepans 
ud Kettles are made of Copper, 

which 



[ 35 ] 

which would be very unwholefome if 
they were not lined with 'fin ; which 
is a whitifh metal, fofter than filver, 
yet much harder than lead. We have 
many mines of it in England, and 
fe~d a great deal of it to foreign 
countries. Half-pence are made of 
Copper. Iron is one of the moft frr­
viceable things we have ; all kinds 

of Tools that are ufed in the Fields 
and Gardens, are partly made of it; 
likewife mofr of thofe which are em­
ployed in different Trades, have ge­
nerally forne Iron about them ; in 

ihort, it would take up a great de~l 
of time to tell you the whole of its 
value. Steel is a kind of r ron re­
fi ned and purified by fire, with otner 
ingredients ; it is much p rized too. 
Our Knives, Sciifars, Razors, Needles, 
and many ar ticles befides, are made 
t)f it. 

All kinds of precit)t1s Stones like .. 

wife are found in the Earth ; Dia-
C 2 monds 



n1onds, Rubies, Emeralds, Topazes, 
&c. They do not look fo fine when 
they are firft dug up, but there is a 
deal of patience and labour required 
in cutting and polifhina them. Look 

' 0 

at the Diamonds in this Ring ; you fee · 
they are cut with a great many !ides, 
and_ the light falling on them makes 
the appearance of fuch a variety of 
beautiful colours. 

Now you fee, my Dears, that every 
thing, when we· examine it, is curious 
and amufing: None need go faun­
terihg about, complaining that they 
have nothing to divert them, when 
they may find entertainment in every 
object in nature : But I am f ure, if 
you are not tired, you muft be hun­
gry, and I fear the dinner will . be 
fpoiled, fo let us make hafte into the 
houfe. You have been told enough to 
employ your thoughts till to-morrow, 
when w~ will take another Walk, if 
nothing prevents us. 

Good 
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Good Morning to you, Charlotte, 

have you feen Henry yet ? I did no r 

expect you quite fo early; but h0pe 

it i-s a proof that my Inftrucrions were 

agreeable to you Y efl:erday ; pray fee 

whether he is up. Are you not a{ha­

rned of yourfelf, you little lazy Boy, 

for lying in bed fo late? I was obli­

ged to fend Charlotte to call you . 

Your Sifter and I longed to be walk.­

mg, let us therefore lofe no more 

Time, but be gone. 

There is the Dairy-maid milking 

the Cows. How comfortable the Cat­

tle look, grazing in the verdant Mea­

dow ! I dare fay the Herbage is as 

pleafant to them, as Apple-pie is to 

you. See what charming thick coats 

they have got. As Beafts cannot make 

themfelves Clothes, they have what 

anf wers the fame purpofe growing on 

their backs. · All Cattle have four 

C 3 legs; 



legs; they do not walk upright, fo r 
that pofture would be both painful 
and inconvenient to them, whofe food 
is on the ground, as they would be 
always ftooping, which would tire 
them fadly ; and had they only two 
legs, they could not move their long 
heavy bodies with them. · Obfrrve 
what hard hoofs they have got. If 
they had nor, their poor feet would 
be torn to pieces without Shoes. 
Their great Horns ferve them for a 
defence, in cafe any thing threatens to 
hurt them, for they cannot get Guns, 
Swords, or Sticks, you know. 

Can you tell me what becomes of • 
the Cows and Oxen ? I am f ure you 
cannot, therefore fhall inform you. Do 
not run away, Henry, fee how atten 4 

tive Charlotte is. 
Cows, as you fee, give Milk ; a 

great deal indeed, which fupplies the 
Daries with Cream ; for ic is put into 
great dillies, and in abo\l c twelve 

hours 
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hours the Cream rifes thick on the top, 

which is fkimmed off; then when they 

have got enough of it, they put it in -

to a Churn, and work it about very 

faft, by which means part of it be­

comes Butter ; the remainder is Bue­

ter-milk, which is very wholeforne 

for little Boys and Gir]s. _ .-

Cheefe is made from Milk, and fo 

are Puddings too, with the addition of 

Eggs and Flour, Bread or Rice. 

The Calves are the Cows little ones, 

and many of them are fold to the 

Butchers, who kill them; their fle!h 

.is called Veal. 

See that drove of Oxen ! do not be 

terrified, Charlotte; obferve how 

qujetly they fuffer themfelves to be 

driven along, f o many of them by 

one Drover ! He will drive them to 

Market, where the Butchers will buy 

t hem : when they are killed, their 

fieili will be Beef, and their fkins will 

be fold to the Tanners, who will make 

C 4 L eather 
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Leather of them, and fell it to tlr 
Leather-dreffers; then it will be bough t 
by the Shoe-makers, for Shoes and 
Boots; by the Sadlers, for Saddles, 
Bridles, and other things. The Horns 
of thefe Beafts are made into Combs, 
Lanterns, &c. 

Look at the pretty harmlefs Sheep, 
with their innocent Lambkins by 
their fides. Sweet Creatures i you 
alfo have got fine thick Coats ; they 
are very comfortable to you in the 
Winter, when you are obliged to lie 
in the open Fields, in the Froft and 
Snow, but muft mak_e you very hot 
in the Summer. Well ; a way will 
be contrived to eafe you of them, for 
as foon as the fultry heat comes on, 
the Farmer will get you all together-, 
and begin his Sheep-ibearing ; then 
all your load of Wool will be cut off, 
and you Yvill fpring away from him, 

~nd 



[ 41 ] 

and run frifking and £kipping ab0\.1t, 

like little boys who pull off thei~ coats 

to play. 
The poor Sheep would not be fo 

merry if they knew th at they fhould 

be fold to the Butchers too, but that 

n1uft be the cafe. Their Fle.fh will 

be Mutton, and their fkins will either 

be Parchment, foch as Mr. Green, 

the Lawyer, brought to your Papa 

the other day, and like what your 

Drum is covered with, Henry, or elfe 

Leather, like the outfide of your 

SpeJling Boole 

The Sheeps vVool is very valuable 

indeed, for it is fold to the W oolcom b· 

ers, who clean it, and poor old vV o­

men who live in Cottages f pin it with 

their Spinning-wheels ; Have you 

not feen Goody Newman fitting a~t her 

work, finging, and happy to think that, 

fhe fhould be paid enough for it, to 

keep her from begging? 

_When the Wool is fpun, 
. C 5 

it is called 

Jv"orft~d> 
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W orfl:ed, and the Weavers make it 
into Cloth for Mens Cloaths, Flannels, 
Blankets, Stockings, and other things. 
So that Sheep fupply llS both with food 
anJ raiment. But I dare fay you 
think it very cruel to kill the poor 
creatures : Indeed, my Dears, it is a 
pity; but if fome were not killed, 
there would be f uch numbers, that 
there would not be a fufficient quan• 

' tity of herbage for them to eat, and 
many would die of hunger. And 
now, whilft they live, they are as 
happy as can be, have fine green 
Paftures to feed and play in, and when 
they die, have no relations to be forry 
for them, or who will fuffer by their 
deaths; becaufe, though Sheep are very 
fond of their Lam bk ins while they 
are li ttle, the fondnefs continues no 

_ longer than while they are helplefs : 
for when they have done fuckling 
them, and fhewn them what to eat, 
they drive them away, and take no 

more 
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more notice of them. When the 

Butcher takes the Sheep to the flaugh­

ter-houfe, they know not what is go­

ing to be done, and when their throats 

are cut, they are but a little while a 

dying, therefore do not fuffer much . 

When they are de~d, they can feel no 

more, you know. We muft kill them, 

to preferve our own lives, but iliould 

never be cruel to them while they 

live. 

Horfes are fent to Market, Henry, 

but not to be killed. Horfefleili is 

not good to eat ; it is Carrion, and 

only fit for Dogs and Crows. They 

are noble Creatures; That is a riding 

Horfe. See how he leaps and bounds 

now he is at liberty. But though he 

is fo {hong, can kick hard, and raife 

himfelf up on_ his hind kgs, he is fo 

gentle that he will fuffer himfelf to be 

mounted, and guided any way. His 

C 6- leos 
0 
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legs are flenderer, and his body not fo 
heavy as the Ox, fo that he can move 
nimbly; neither is his back fo broad, 
but that a man can eafily fit acrofs it. 
He has hoofs alfo, but as he -travels 
fo much, they would be worn out, 
therefore all perfons who keep Horfes 
ihould be careful to let them have 
iron fuoes, to keep their feet from be­
ing bruifed. The Smith makes them, 
and nails them on, which if done cle­
verly does not hurt the Horfes at all. 

Don't you wifh, Henry, that you 
could ride on horfeback ? When you 
are old enough you fh all be taught to 
ride, and learn to manage a Horfe ; 
but jf you get on one by yourfelf, 
without knowing what to do; he may 
run away wi th you and kill you. 

There was a little boy who wanted 
to ride, and had not patience to fray 
till his Papa had bought a pretty little 
gentle Nag for him ; but got upon 
the Servant's Horfe, wh~ch was hung 

at 
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at the gate. He laid hold of the bri­

dle, and could not reach the ftirrups ; 

gave the Horfe a cue with a ftick, and 

away he galloped with him fo faft, 

that the little boy was thrown off with 

his head againft a flone, which frac­

tured his fkull, and he was taken up 

dead : And yet that was not a vici­

ous Horfe, when he had a ikiful ri .. 

der on his back ; the accident was en­

tirely owing to the child's not knowing 

how to manage the bridle. 

There was another little Boy, who 

was always running into the Stables 

amongft the Horfes, and one day he 

was kicked, and had his ribs broken, 

for the Horie did not know-that it 

was a little boy at his Heels. 

Thofe fine large Bay Horfes with 

black manes and tails, are Coach Hor­

fes ; they are fhonger, but not fo nim­

ble as the others ; Thofe with great 
clumfy 



clumfy Legs, and rough coats, are 
cart Horfes. There is another fort of 
Horfes, which are very beautiful and 
f wife; they run races and carry their 
Ma fie rs a hunting ; but it is very ex­
penfive to keep them. 

We could walk but a little way jn 
a day, as we foon tire on foot; but 
when we are upon a Horfe's back, we 
can travel a great many miles, and fee 
our Friends who live at a diftance; and 
it is very pleafant to go in Coaches, 
you know ; do not you love it, Char­
lotte ? Now thefe pleafures we could 
not have wirhout H orfes; don't you 
think that we ought therefore to ufe 
them well ? Befides, we could not 
te1l how to manage m, ny things with­
out them, for it would be exceeding 
hard work for flrong Men to do, wh::it 
Horfes can perform with eafe. It is 
extremely fatiguing to a poor Boy, with 
his heavy nailed ihoes, to walk by 
the fide of a Plough all day; but do 

not 
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not you think it would be a great 

deal harder to him, were he forced 

to draw it along through the tough 

ground ; and how would M:en be able 

to move heavy W aggons and Carts, 

and other great loads, without the 

help of Horfes ? So I think that the 

· 1eaft we can do, is to give them 

plenty of Oats and Hay, and a 

warm ftable at night. Don't you 

think thofe People are very barbarous 

who ride them too hard, who whip 

and fpur them till they are ready to 

die? and yet f uch cruelties are exer­

cifed every day; but remember, Hen­

ry, that it 1s both fooli!h and wicked 

to act in that manner. 

There is a poor Afs ; he cuts but a 

mean figure after we have been view .. 

ing f uch beautiful fine animated crea­

tures as Horfes; but do not defpife 

him on that account ; he has great 

merit, I aifure you, for he will do a 

deal 



deal of hard work, and it cofl:s but 
very little to keep him, as he will be 
contented with what the Hedges afford, 
or even a few dry leaves, or a little 
Bran; and requires no Stable to fhel­
ter him, nor Groom to aEtend him: fo 
that poor people, who cannot afford 
to keep Horfes, may have an Afs, and 
he will draw a cart, carry panniers, 
nay, will not difdain to lend his back 
to a Chimney Sweeper. I-lave you 
not feen the little grinning rogues, with 
their black faces and whire teeth, rid­
ing on a J ack-Afs with a Sack of Soot? 

I muft not forget to tell you like­
wife, that Alfes-rnilk is one of the fineft 
medicines in the W 01 lei, particularly 
for any one who inclines to a con­
fumption; many perfons who drink 
it get well, after they have been fo ill 

. that they were thought ready to die. 
ls it not very barbarous, think you, to 
treat fuch valuable creatures with in­
humanity ? and yet it is very common 

to 
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~o do fo ; I am fure it would grieve 

you to hear how People beat and ft~rve 

them frequently. 

Let me look at my Watch ; it 

1s paft eigl1t ; we mufr return home 

to breakfa r:t. Who is that? Oh ! it is 

J ohn coming to call us, and poor 

Tray with him. You are mightily glad 

to fee us, Mr. Tray, and we are glad 

to fee you too, for you are an honeft, 

faithful fellow. Don't you love Tray, 

Heflry ? How he wags his Tai], and 

jumps about. I proteft he looks fo 

pleafantly, I could almoft fancy he 
had a fmile in his countenance. When 

we are in bed, and faft afieep, he keeps 

watch all night, and will not let a 

thief come near the Houfe. When Papa -

goes a £hooting and courfing, Tray 

runs about, round the fields, and a• 

crofs the fields, and finds out all the 

game for Papa to !hoot; for he can 

fmell it a great way off: Then he is 
fo 
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fo good-natured that he will let the 
little baby play with him, and will ne­
ver be_ perfLn1ded to leave his Mafter. 

Poor Tray deures no other reward 
for his fervices than a little food, and 
that he may have the pleafure of walk­
ing out fometimes with his 1nafter, 
or any body in the family. I have 
got the key of the Paddock, fo we 
will go through lt, and take a peep at 
the Deer. 

There is a noble Stag, with his fine 
branching horns ! Do· not you admire 
him ? and fee the little frifl<ing Fawns! 
Active as you are, Henry, I think you 
cannot bound like them. . 

This kind of Animals are only kept 
by thofe who have Parks and Pad .. 
docks properly paled in, for they 
would not flay in the Fields, as Cows 
and Sheep do. Their flefh is very 
fine fl avoured meat, called Venifon. 

Gentlemen often take great diver­
.fion in hunting Stags. They turn one 

O\.lt 
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out of the Park, and then let loofe a 
great number of Dogs, of which he 
is fo fearful, that he runs from them 
as fail: as his legs will carry him ; a 
number of Gentlemen on fine f wift 
Horfes follow him, and are fo eager 
for the f port, that they leap over 
hedges and ditches to overtake him. 
Sometimes he will lead them a great 
many miles; but at laft his weary legs 
will carry him no farther, he pants 
with fatigL1e and apprehenfion, flops, 
and makes an effort to repel them with 
his horns, but th<! Dogs feize on him 
and tear him till he dies. I f uppofe 
there is, pleafure in hunting, but I 
think the poor creature iliould be al .. 
lowed to return to his Park again, in. 
order to make him amends for the 
terror he muft have fuffered, and for 
the diverfion he has afforded to his 
purfuers. 

Some .. 
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Sometimes people hunt Hares alfo., 
They go into the Fields with their 
Dogs, who can fmell them out if they 
hide themfelves ever fo cunningly ; 
and when they find they are in danger 
of being caught, they fprin-g up,- and 
run with all th€ fpeed they can,. and 
pract:ife m-any tricks to fave them• 
felves; but all in vain, for they are 
generally overtaken, and fuffer the 
fame fate as I told you the Stags do. 

I don't know how it is with the Gen­
tlemen, Henry, but I !houl,d feel fo 
much for the poor little frightened crea .. 
ture, as would deftroy all enjoyment 
of the fport. I am fure it would delight 
me more to fave one from its diftreis. 

Well, now for Breakfaft.-Run into 
the Parlour, Henry ; fee, Charlotte! 
there is a good bafon of milk for each 
of you ; l dare fay your walk has 
g_iven you an appetite. There is no­
thing like air and exercife for improv­
ing Health and Chearfulnefs. 

\Vhilft 
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WhiHl you eat your breakfaft I will 

tell you a piece of news; your favou­

rite 'ribb has got Kittens, Charlotte; 

there they are in a ba:fket. Call her out 
to lap a little milk, and then we can 

look at them. -- How they mew and 
tumble about! They cannot now fee, 

but in nine days their eyes will be 

open, and they will foon begin to play 
a hundred diverting tricks. When 

old Pufs has taught them to catch 

mice, fue will make them provide for 

themfel ves, and fo far from giving her­

felf any trouble about them, will 

_,. grumble, and give them a good box 

on the ear, if they take any freedom• 

with her; but fhe will be a good mo­
ther to them for all that; for fhe will 

be extremely render of them as long 

as they ftand in need of her care, and 

they have no reafon to expelt her to 

catch Mice for them all their lives, 

when they will be as clever at }t as 

herfelf. 
Mice 

.. 
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Mice are pretty creatures to look at; 
but they do a great deal of mifchief; 
and fo do Rats. lf we had not Cats 
we fuould be over-run with them. 

I fhould never have done were I 
to enumerate every kind of animal; 
but muft not forget to mention that 
there are a great number of 'Wild 
Beaft:s; Lions, Tygers, Leopards, Pan­
thers, Wolves, and others. 

They have great fhong claws, mon­
ftrous teeth, and are fo fierce that they 
can tear a Man to pieces in an inftant. 
Now, had they been amongft us like 
the Flocks and Herds, what havock 
they would have made in the world! 
We ihould not have dared to _go out of 
doors.. The Cows, Sheep, and Horfes 
would have been a conftant prey to 
the.in-: but there are none here; they 
avoid the habitations of Men, and 
range the F orefl:s and Defarts far from 
our abodes. 

A s 
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As their fkins make very comfort­

able clothing for people who live in 
cold countries, the Hunters frequently 
purf ue them; for as there are feldom 
many wild Beafi:s together, and there 
are ufually a number of hunters, who 
provide themfelves with proper wea­
pons, they frequently get the better of 
them. 

Sometimes they are caught alive 
when they are young, and .fhewn about 
,as curiofi.ties; and thofe who look 
after them have a way of managing, 

-fo as to cure them in a great meafure 
of their fiercenefs : there is no Beaft 
whatever fo fierce but it may be tamed 
or fubdued by Men. I have feen fe­
veral forts, particularly at the Tower 
of London, and read a very entertain­
ing account of that collection in one 
of Mr. Newberyi's little Books: I 
think you have gbt it, Charlotte; I 
defire you will !hew it to Henry. 
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I fancy the OEeen's Elephant is at 

the Tower. An Elephant is a moit 

afto~ifhing -creatute, I believe, the larg­

eH: of all Beaft:s. I cannot give you a 

proper deicription of this animal, there­

fore r-emind m·e, when we are in the 

library, to fhew you the picture 'of 

one, but I muft tell you how valuable 

their teeth are. They are Ivory, and 

you know there are abundance of 

t_hings made of that. You have feve. 

ral pretty Ivory Toys, and there are 

Combs and Knife-handles; in fhort , 

one m·ight foon name twenty things. -

Their fkin is extrem-ely hard, and 

their ftrength wondetful, fo. that when 

they ar-e provoked, nothing can fl:and 

~ before them ; yet they are of / a very 

gentle, harmlefs nature, and will fub ­

mit to be guided by a Man. W'e read 

in hifrory, that it was former} y the 

Cllftom to employ Elephants -in Ar­

mies; and that they had little wooden 

ca{Ues built on their backs, which 
were 
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-vvere filled with men who fhot from 
them with bows and arrows. When 
-thefe beafts had been fometime in the 
battle, they grew ang-ry, and then they 
trampled to death all who came in 
their way-, and coutd even beat down 
trees, · and demoli.fh houfes. I-low 
would you like to ride on an Ele. 
phant, Henry? Why., you would~look 
on his back like a little marmofet on a 
horfe. 

The Camel is another noble Beaft, 
we have none of them here, only now 
-and then ·one, which is lhewn about 
·as a fight. You can form no notion 
of him from a defcription, but I will 
look for a picture of him likewife. 

In the countries where the Camels 
are, there are a great many fandy de­
farts; places where there are no houfes 
for a great many miles, nor a tree to 
!helter travellers from the fcorching 
rays of the Sun ; and yet people are 
under the neceffity of taking journeys 

D through 

/ 
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through them, in order to carry the 
goods they want to fell from one 
country to another : it would be im­
poffible for them to bear f uch heavy 
loads themCelves, and horfes would pe .. 
rifh with thirft, as there is no water to 
be met with ; but a Camel will carry 
very great burdens, and requires no 
.i:-efrdhment on the road ; and whf'n he 
gets 1to his journey's end, will kneel 
down, -chat his mafter may be able to 
reach hi.s back to unload him; for he 
is fo tall., that they co.u Id not conveni­
ently do it otherwife. I could tell you 
wonderful things of .a hundred other 
creatures, but that I h~pe _yo.u will 
have curiofity enough to read about 
them. 

If you have breakfafted, and are not 
f atigued, we will go into the Poultry 
Yard. You, Charlotte, !hall carry 
fome Barley, and Henry fome Tares, 
and I am fure we !hall be welcome 
viritors. 

See 
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See what a fine brood of Chickens 

that Hen has got; and fhe takes as 

much care of them as a fond Mother · 

does of her Children. Do not attempt 

to catch the Chickens, Henry, for fhe 

will Sy upon you. Yefterday they 

were in the Egg-fhell; {he laid them 

in a neft in the Hen-houfe, fat upon 

them three weeks, and would fcarcely 

come off to eat, for fear they fhould 

perifh for want of being kept warm. 

A·s foon as they were {hong enough, 

they broke the fhell and came out, and 

ihe gathered them under her wings ; 

now ihe is teaching them to peck 

and fcratch ; and when fhe fears that 

any thing is going to hurt them, fhe 

flies at it with the fury of a Lion. 

Poor l-len ! what will you do now? 

There is a Hawk ! Oh how the poor 

creature is terrified ! the little Chick­

ens throw themfel ves on [heir backs, 

expecting to be caught up by his ta­

lons, and the f-Ien runs about in ago-
D 2 n1es ; 
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nies; for he is too powerful to conteii: 

with. Go, Henry, call Thomas, and 

,defire him to bring his gun immediate­

ly. Poor Hen ! the I-Iawk ihall not 

have your Chickens. Now, we have 

-driven him away, come and eat your 
Barley. 

We ·want fome Eggs for Cuflards, 

Charlotte; fee if there are any in the 

Hen's nefl. Oh, you have found 
fome; thefe are new laid ; there are 

no live chickens in them yet, but 
were we to let them remain for the 

Hen to fit on., fome would grow with-­

infide, and ihe would hatch them. But 

we want eggs for many ufes, and were 

they all to be hatched, there woµld 

be too many Fowls. All kinds of 

B0ultry and Birds come out of Eggs .. 

It is .poffible to hatch Chickens ir:i 

ovens. And I have read, that in Egypt 

this is a common practice, and that as 

foon as the young chickens come out 

of the fuell they are put under the care 
of 
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of a Fowl, which, having been trained 

ro the bufinefs, leads them about, 

fcratching for them with the fame 

anxiety that a Hen would d 1. This 

is certainly a wonderful thing; but 

for my part, l do not approve of fuch 

unnatural proceedings. I am fure vve 

may have a fufficient number of eggs 

and chickens in the ufual way, if we 

manage them properly. It appears to 

me a robbery, to take the chickens 

from their parent, and put then1 un .. 

der a fowl, which provides for, and 

protects tl,:em, only becaufe it is his 

bufinefs, to feed. and att~nd little· 

chickens. · It is like taking a child 

from its mother,. and putting it to 

nurfe, without her confent, in a place 

unknown to her. But I have the· 

pleafure of hearing, that hatching 

Ghickens in ovens has been tr.ied in·, 

England, and rejected .. 

- There is another foolifh cuftorn,. 

which is indeed very common here, I 

D 3 mean 
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mean that of putting Ducks eggs to 
be hatched by a Hen. You can 
fcarcely conceive the diH:refs it occa­
!ions. The Hen, not confcious of the 
exchange that has been made, fuppofes 
fhe has hatched her own chickens; for 
!he has not fenfe to reflect on thefe 
matters ; therefore, when !he fees them 
go into the water, as it is their nature 
to do, ilie is feized with the moft alarm­
ing apprehenfions left they ihould be 
drowned, and yet dares not attempt to 
follow them, as ihe is not able to f wim. 
I am f ure you would pity the poor 
creature; therefore never make fuch 
experiments, as they only ferve to gra­
tify curiofity, by proving, that it is 
warmth that hatehes eggs. 

It grieves one to be obliged to kill 
any of the poor Chickens ; but as I 
told you rn ref peel: to the Sheep and 

, Oxen, were we to fuffer them all to 
live, they would die of hunger, and 
caufe us to do f o too, for they would 

eat 
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eat up all the Wheat and Barley, and 

we fhould have neicher Bread or Meat 

for our ufe. But we will take care 

to feed them well, _ not hunt them 

about ; and put them to as fhort 

pain as poffible. I am fure I could 

not kill a Chicken; but fomebody 

muft. 
The feathers of Geefe and Chickens 

are what our Beds are filled with. 

!)on't be afraid of the Turkey­

cock, Henry, he is a faucy fellow, 

but has very little real courage. 

Turn towards him, and he will run 

away from you, as you did from the 

Man who held up his il:ick at you for 

flinging ftones at him. 

Chickens and other Fowls have very 

iharp claws, that they may fcratch 

about in Dunghills, and at Barn­

doors, where they ufually find plenty 

of food ; befides, their feet have feve­

tal joints to them, fo that when they 

D 4 ileep 
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fleep at njght they ftill hold faft round 
the roofts, and preferve themfelves . 
from falling.. Water - fowls ufually 
fit on the ground to fleep. They en-

·deavour to find a fnug Corner; but a 
little damp does not injure them. 

Cocks are noble Birds, and very 
fierce; fometimes they will fight till 
they kill one another, and there are 
people in the world who are cruel 
enough to make them do it for their 
own diverfion . 

. They get two of thefe fine Creatures, 
and faften fharp Spurs to their Legs, 

· made of polifhed fteel ;. then they put 
them in the middle of a round place, 
covered with turf, called a Cock-pit, 
while they ftand about them, halloo­
ing, f wearing, and faying !hocking · 
wicked words, whilfl the Cocks fight 
t ill one of them dies. Oh, Henry ! I 
hope you will never take pleafure in 
f uch barbarous fports. I can fee that 
your tender heart is moved with the 

barr· 
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bare relation of it. I could tell you 

1nany ftories of the bad confequences 

of Cock-fighting, which has frequently 

been the ruin of thofe who were fond 

of it; . but hope, before you are a Man, 

you will entertain foch fentiments as 

will effectually preferve you from the 

danger of prac1:ifing it •. 

I will tell you of another kind of 

barbarity which is pracl:ifed by cruel 

wicked boys on Cocks. On a parti­

cular day in the year, called Shrove 

Tuefday, they affemble in parties, and. 

fling, cudgels at thefe poor harmlefs , 

freatures, till they kill them. Fir fr,. 

one little Tyrant throws at a Cock,, 

and perhaps- breaks a leg; this is 

n1ended, as they call it, . with .. a piece 

of Hick tied to fupport it; and then the 

next boy flings, w.ho, it is likely, may 

knock out an eye; another blow, per.­

haps, breaks a wing; and fcarce a-: 

fhoke fails of cruihing fame of its ten­

der bones : as long as ftrength remains 

D 5. the 
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the tortured bird attempts to efcape 
from his tormentors ; but continued 
agony foon obliges him to drop. If 
he difcovers the leaft remains of life, 
he has ftill more to endure; for they 
run his head into the ground to reco­
ver him, as they fay; this makes the 
creature ftruggle; and he is fet up once 
more: a few bbws now completes t4e 
cruel f port, and he drops down dead, 
whilft his murderers exult over him, 
and call themfelves very clever fel­
lows ! What do you think of fuch 
Boys, Henry? Is there not a great 
deal more pleafure in ftemg tne happy 
creature pecking at the barn door, 
ftrutting on his dunghill, clapping his 
wings, and crowing with joy, than to 
fee his noble courage fubdued in this 
manner; his bright eyes hid with a 
deadly film, and his beautiful plumage 
covered with dirt and blood ? 
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See that itate1y Swan, how magnifi­

cently he fails along, wich his filver 

wings expanded, to catch the freih 

breeze. And pray obferve his mate, 

with what pride fhe leads fort'i, from 

the neft, her new hatched Cygnets! Of 

all the water fowls I ever faw, the 

Swan appears to me che moft beautiful. 

That firnp1e looking Goofe cuts but 

a mean figure in com parifon of a Swan. 

Obferve how fhe hiffes and waddles 

along ! However,. we mu(l not defpife 

any thing merely for its looks ; Geefe 

are very ufeful creatures, and we are 

in fom.e meafure obliged to thelB for 

all the learned and entertain-ing books 

we have, fince they were originally 

wri.tten with pens made of quills taken . 

from Goof.e-w.ings : befides~. Geefe af­

ford us m.any. excellent me.als; for 

when roafted they are very good eat­

ing. This Goofe, you fee, has got a 

numerous brood of Goilings; and 

here is Mrs. Dl1ck too, with a fine 

D 6 train 
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train of Ducklings ; now they go into· 
the Pond, now they f wim away : They 
are amphibious ; that is,, they can live 
either on Land or in Water. Obferve 
the feet of the Geefe and Ducks. It 
is the fame with every other Water- ­
fowl; they are webbed, and fo ferve 

· fike Oars you have feen the Water­
men ufe to row along with. 

There is another kind of Birds, 
called Birds of Paffage, fuch as 
~mils, Wild Ducks, Plovers, Wood­
cocks, Swallows, &c. thefe do not 
conftantly refide in one place, but 
go froni country to country at par .. 
t icular feafons of the year. They all 
aifemble together on a certain day'.j . 
and take their flight at the fame time. 
Some crofs the feas, .• and ·. fly many 
hunqred miles, whicn' is very won~­
derfu-1. 

Pray look at the Pea~ock. Did 
you· ever fee a more beautiful fight? 

li e 



He fpreads his refplendent tail, -which , 
the Sun iliines on, and ihews it to 
perfection. There is one of his Fea­
thers on the ground .- I de.fire you 
both to examine it particularly. The · 
nearer you look at it the more admir­
able it feems.-And pray pick up fome ­
of thofe which the Pigeons and other 
Poultfi'y have dropped; - you will find 
them worth examinmg I would have · 
you accuftom yourfelves· to look at 

every thing; that is the way to gain 
knowledge. 

Did you ever fee any gold and pen­
ciled Pheafants ? They are charming : 
Creatures. All Birds, I think, are.,·. 

pretty ;· even the Owl and the Crow 
are not to be defpifed when you fee · 
them near. 'B ut if you are not fatif­
fied with the little information I have­
given you, we will read fame Books 
of Natural Hiftory, which contam ac­
Gounts of a great variety of Birds, and 
are extrem~ly entertaining. 

The~~ 
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There are many forts in this Courr· 
try, and numbers different in other 
parts of the World; but I ihall not at 
prefent give you a defcription of them· 
all, becaufe you mufi: take the pains 
to read them yourfr lf. I !hall only 
mention the f-Iumming Bird and the 
Oi1rich. 

One f pecies of the fl umming Bird 
is a little creature, fcarcely bigger th an 
an Humble -Bee, and fo beaut1tul, that 
Ladies in the Country where they are 
wear them in their ears for an orna­
ment. 1 he Ofb ich is remarkably 
large, and fomethi cg refembling a­
Goofe, but taller a great deal than 
a Man; their E~gs are fo big, that I 
have fecn drinking-cups and fugar­
difhes made of their Shells ; and their 
Feathers are very fine. Thofe beau• 
tifui ones which have lareli been f0 
much in fafhion are Oftrich plumes ; 
and fo are thofe fine black ones. which 
are put upon a hearfe. 1'hele buds are 

too 
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too heavy to fly, but they have ihort 
wings, which are of great ufe in help­

ing them along; and they run with fur­

prifing ( wiftnefs . 
They do not fit upon their Eggs, 

but leave them to be hatched by the 
Sun. 

I muft go into the Houfe now, fo · 
pray take leave of thefe favourites of 
yours for the prefent. 

There is little Dick v\Tilliams com­
ing in at the Gate; I fancy he has 
fomething that he thinks will pleafe 
us . What have you got there, Child~ 
a Bird's Neft ! bh fye upon you, to, 
rob the poor things of what coft them• 
fo much pains to make. The young 
ones, you fay, are flown; we1J, Henry, 
t ake it in your Hand, and I will tell 
you how the 'Birds built it. 

Two of them agreed to live toge­

_ther, for though they cannot talk as 
we 



we do, they can make one another u11: 
derftand ; - fo they fet about building 
them a Houfe.. Firft, . they got fome 
fmall flicks and hay, then in a foug 
place, which was · not likely to be 
found out, they began the outfidr, , 
then they picked up fome mois and ­
horfehair, after all they lined it with 
feathers, the Hen-bird laid her eggs1 • 

and her mate fang to her whilft ihe 
fat over. them :· At laft, out. came the 
little Birds, and away flew the okt 
ones to get food for them. As foon 
as they had found any, . they ca me: 
hurrying with it-to the neft. When the­
young ·ones heard the found of their 
Parents wings,.. they ch irped and open-· 
ed their mouths, as much as to fay,,; 
" feed me, fe.ed me.'' The old Birds 
fed them one after the other. Some­
times the Hen fat upon them a little 
while to warm them, then abroad .fhe 
went for more food ; and fo the old 
Eirds kept on till the young ones 

were · 
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were ilrong enough to fly, when they 

·went along with them to ihew them 

where to get food, and how they 

1nufr fbift for themfelves, and all their 

care about them was over. As foon 

as the little Birds are big enough, they 

will build nefrs too, and do as their 

Parents have done. 
I am always angry with thofe who 

take Birds Nefts, when I think how 

111any miles the poor creatllr s may 

have flown to procure the materials, 

and how hard they mufr have worked, 

with no other- Tools but- their Beaks ; 

and Claws to build with. 

We ihould not like to be turned! 

out of a comfortable warm Houfe our- . 

felves·, though few of us have the in. 

genuity to build one. The Farmers .. 

indeed find themfelves under a necef- . 

.fity of deftroying fome kinds of Birds., , 

for eating the Corn; and hundreds are 

k illed on that account ; befides, there 

ate great Birds, fuch as Hawks and, 

Kites~ 
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Kites, whidi devour a grea-t many;, id 
they have enemies enough without 
little Boys. For my pare, I would 
willingly fpare them fome of my Fruit, 
to pay them ·for -their Mu fie, and­
would ·not have my f weet Blackbird 
killed, which fings fo charini.ngly in 
the Orchard, were he even to eat up 
all the Cherries. 

You have got a Canary .. bir.d in ~J. 

Cage,. Charlotte-;, I hope you:t.ake car.e: 
to feed him well, and keep nim Clean. 
He never knew what liberty was, and 
therefore does not want it; nay, if 
you fhould turn him loofe, he would 
ftarve and die; befides, he could not 
bear the cold air out of doors in the 
Winter, becaufe Canary-birds were 
firft brought here from a hotter coun­
try, and only build in houfes. But 
fhould you catch a poor Bird which 
~ad_ been \1fed to fly about, hop fron 

twig 
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twig to twig, and fing arnongft the 

branches, he would at firfi: flutter, 

and almofi beat himfelf to pieces a­

gainft the wires of the Cage; and 

when he found he could not get out, 

would fit moping in a corner, and 

refufe to eat or drink, till extreme 

hunger and thirfl: obliged him ; and 

long would it be, ere he would be re­

conciled to confinement. 

I knew a little Boy, who was. a• 

therwife goodi but fo excetdingty 

fond of B.irds, that he would try everi 

means in his power to catch them. 

One day he had fixed f ome traps made 

of flicks and brickbats, and being 

called away to go to School, forgot 

to mention hi~ traps. He did not 

come home till a week afterwards, 

when the firft news he heard was, that 

a poor Rob1n had been caught in one, 

where he remained till he was ftarved 

to death ; a Sparrow was crufhed to 

pieces, and an.other had his leg broke: 
Now1 



Now, would not any good little Bor 
have been very forry to have tor-• 
n1ented the poor things in this man­
ner? And fo was he, and I hope has 
never caught any fince. But I muH: 
leave you now, for I have many things­
to do ; and fo good bye to you. 

The Weather continues fo remark-­
ably fine, Charlotte,, that I long to be 
abroad~ Do you vote for- a walk r 
:Henry, I am fure, will attend us, 
ft> let us eqi1ip ourfelves. and be ­
gone. 

What is Henry run-n1ng after ? Oh! 
it ii5 a Butterfly, I fee ; well, you have 
caught it, poor little tender creature !· 
take care how you handle it; would 
you believe it? all that powder which 
comes off on your Fingers, is fea• 
tJ-iers . I have feen fome like it in a 
Microfcope, and will fhew fome to : 

you by and by •. 
Tr: . 
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Try'if you can find a Caterpillar. 
Why, you have got feveral forts ~ 
-well, 1 have a long hifrory to tell you 
about them when ·we go home. See 
·what a neft of little ones are in that 

Web in the Hedge! As foon as they 
were big enough to go to work, 
,they f pun it to keep -the wet off; 
~the Dew, you fee, hangs without 
fide, and does not penetrate through. 

There are more ! blefs me, there are 
thoufands ! We have had fuch dry 
weather lately, that I fear the G_ardens 
.and Fields wi 11 be overrun : they will 
.ddhoy all the Cabbages; the Birds 
may feafr away, for they eat Caterpil­
lars as the larger Birds d.e,fh9y them. 

Behold what a fwarm of very mi-• 
nute Infects are there, like a cloud 
before us ! You would fc arcely fup­
pofe that thefe little creatures, when 
.feen with a magnifying Glafs, are very 
beautiful, and adorned with magnifi~ 
-cent fring~s as fine as gold and fil ver, 

with 
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witlr elegant tufts of feathers ; and 

fon1e parts appear like velvet embroi« 

dered with pearls. Every one of them 

is furni!hed with weapons of defence, 

and all have enemies to defend them­

felves againft ; each has fome particu­
lar plant or herb to feed on, and 

knows where to feek it. There are 
fome fo exceed.in_gly fma.ll, that they 

cannot be feen at all with the naked 
eye, but, when feen, are .as wonderful 

as the ;reil:. 
Look how .bufy that Spider is at 

her work. Your filly maid has taught 

you to be afraid of Spiders, but I 

-hope you bave both of you fen[e 
enough to get the better of fuch ridi­
culous fears. Pray confider how 
much flronger you are than they, and 

how much larger. It is true they 
will fometimes drop down fodd enly, 

but that is from fear of your h11rting 
them; how often are their N efts and 
Webs cleared away ? But I never 

heard 
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heard that a Spider took a Broom and 
f wept a little Boy away, or trod one to 
Death. I defire you both to take no­
tice, that when a Spider drops down it 
always runs away as faft as it poffibly 
-can, therefore certainly has no defign 
againft you. I tell you what, as they 
dirty our Houfes, and cobwebs have 
a very untidy appearance, I muft defire 
that the Houfemaid will keep them 
away ; but I am fL1re little Boys and 
Girls may take a good leffon from 
fpiders, and learn both induftry and 
exaclnefs; for their Webs are woven 
with the mofr perfect regularity. You 
.will be exceedingly pleafed to read an 
a_c count of the.ir method of working, 
and I fha-11 fhew you parts of them in 
the Microfcope. 

Take care, take care, Charlotte1 

mind where you tread I why you 
1night have deitroyed a City for aught 

1 know, 
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;J know. Look ,at thoie ·little bufy 
.:i\nts; they are at work as hard as pof-.. 
-ble. .Do you -know :that they get aH 
·the Corn they can, and lay it up againft 
·the Winter comes? They hury their 

.Dead, carry their young ones about, and 
do many laborious things~ If all Men 
and Women were as provident as th_ey 
-are, there would not be fo many Beg­
gars. 

Let us .go and fee the Bees at work 

in their glafs hives. See, they are in a 

~reat buftle; furely there is fame curi­
:ous Work going on. Curious, indeed, 
my dear! all the Honey and \Vax we 
have, is the V\T ork of thefe little Crea­

tures. They fly about, and with a kind 
of trunk they have, they fuck fome­
thing f weet out of the Flowers: Others 
get materials for the Wax, and forn1 

the Honey-comb, in which the H·oney 
is depofited. Are they not very fu r­
prifing ? The cells join exaclly toge­
ther, there is no room loft, This 

whole 
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w,hole f warm of Bees are fubjec\: to 
one Bee, which we call the ~een; 
they follow her wherever fhe goes, 
and will fuffer themfelves to be killed., 
fooner than forfake her. But I muff 
not tell you every particular about 
them, becaufe I want you to read the 
account yourfelves, in the Books I 
n1entioned to you. Mofl: Peop le 
keep Bees in ftraw Hives, and burn 
them as foon a3 they have finifhed 
their Combs, in order to get their 
Honey; _ but I bought thefe glafs 
ones, on purpofe to have the pleaf ure 
of feeing them work, without being 
obliged to kill them. When. the Ho­
ney is taken, you ihall fee how it is 
managed, and I will treat you with 
fome for your Supper. Should you 
at any time have a Cough, or Sore 
Throat, I. will make a Medicine,. with 
Honey in it, whic~ will help to cur~ 
you : So pray remember how ufeful 
Bees are, and never hurt them.. Keep 

E 



in mind alfo, that not even the leaft 
of thefe Creatures, which · I have 
fhewed to you, are idle ; all are em­
ployed. ·They don'c faunter · away 
their time, but take care of their Fa­
n1ilies, and build Houfes. The 
young ones learn readily what the old 
ones !hew them how to do ; and little 
Boys and Girls ihould ·likewife be de­
firous of improving from the Infiruc­
tions that are given them. It is a 
great deal of trouble to teach Chil­
dren an that is neceffary for them to 
learn, and very expenfive. If they 
do not accept of Knowledge when it 
is offered, people will grow tired of 
inflrufting them ; and they will be 
laughed at, and defpifed for their 
Ignorance. The Days pafs heavily 
along, when fpent in Idlene[s and 
Folly. You may now go and divert 
yourfelves as you pleafe, and in the 
Afternoon come to me again. 

See, 



See, I am prepared for you ; here 

is the Microfcope; in it is a magnify­

ing Glafs, that is, a Glafs which makes 

every thing appear larger than 'it does 

to the naked Eye ; fame magnify a 

great deal more; but this will anf wer 

our ptirpofe. Now all the Wonders 

I told you of will be prefented to 

your fight. In this Box are a fet of 

Objects, ready prepared for us. Now 

the G lafs is fixed. Pray Sir, le t the La­

dy look firft ; if you are a Ph ilofopher, 

do not forget you ;ire a Gentlemen. 

C .: n you guefs what this is, Charlotte? 

Do you look; Henry. It is only part 

of a Feather of a Goofe, but appears 

like an entire one. This is a bit of a 

Peacock's, examine it before I put it 

in ; now view it, and you will per­

ceive it to be perfecl:l y beautiful. I 

am going to fhew you the Feet, 

Wings, and H ead of a common Fly; 

this is its Leg, fee the Claws; the 

Head appears to have ·an hundred 

E 2 Eyes, 



Eyes. ! murc fhew you the parts of 
a Bee. See what a dreadfril Weapon 
the Sting. appears. Ah 1 Henry, I 
hope you will be cautious how you 
catch Bees again ; and I am fore you 
will not take a pleafure in torment­
ing Flies, now you have feen what 
limbs they have. You may affure 
yourfe1f, that they 'fuffer great agony 
when their \1\7 ings and Legs are torn 
off. I never could endure, without 
great uneaunefs, to fee a Cock-chaffer 
ipinning, as they call it, on a pin. The 
noife and humming it makes is its 
way of crying and groaning. Let me 
beg of you therefore, Henry, if you 
wiih to be thought a Hoy of a ge~ 

nerous Spirit, never to take pleafure 
in hurting any thing that is lefs and --' 
weaker thafl: yourfelf. Think how , 
you fhould like to have a Man tie a 
frring about you, and pull you along, 
whirl you about in the Air till you 
loft: your Senf es, break your Limbs, 

and 
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and perhaps throw you down at l..aft, 
and tread upon you. 

I muft fhew you this Bean; you 
know I told you that all plants grew 
from Seeds; this is the feed of a Bean. 
I have f plit it open, and at the bot­
tom you may fee the little Plant. It 
is at prefent "too tender to bear the 
Earth next to it, f o you fee it is pro­
vided with a covering. The white 
part of the Bean will nourilh the 
Plant till it is fl:ronger, when it wi ll 
fpring out, and the white will drop 
off, and leave it to the Earth, where ic 
will encreafe every day, till it grows 
up and comes to perfection. It is ju ft 
.the fame with all Vegetabl~s, from 
the humble Grafs to the ftately O ak, 
only, in very little Plants we cannot 

difcover them without ~xceeding 
good Gla.ffes. 

I had like to have forgot this 
Butterfily's Wing; there you fee 
the hole? where the ~ills came 
out, and here fome of the bits . . ·of 

E 3 Duft, 
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Duft, which ·you may convince your­

felf are actually Feathers. I muft 
fuew you this little Infect which c~m~ 
off a Rofe Leaf, and here is a drop 
of ':inegar full of little things like 
Eels. 

You ·muft not pore too long, for 

it will hurt your Eyes. I have only 
!hewn you thefe, to convince yon 
that a curions fearch may ·difcover 
new wonders ; and were you tc) keep 
on to the end of a long Life, you 
would not fee them- all. 

What 'does }'Our Brother fay, 
Charlotte? That he wiih~s his Eyes 
were Microfcopes. Alas ! my dear 

Boy, you knov~1 not what you wi!h 

for. If that was the cafe, we ihould 

fee very f urprizing things, to be fure-, 
but then, what we now look at with 

pleafure, would become monftrous 
to us. Men and Women would ap­

pear fo large, that we could only 
fee a bit of them at once. We !hould 

not know a Houfe from a Wall, an 
Ox 



Ox from a Mountain, and fhould be 

involved in a thoufand difficulties. 

If we came to a Kennel, we might 

miftake it for a River; take a Cat 

for a Tyger, a Moufe for a Bear: in 

fuort, abfurdities out of numb~r 

would follow. So rdt contented, 

that your Eyes can fee with eafe e­

very thing that is ufef ul or hurtful 

to .you ; and if you want to be curi­

ous, there are G laifes, you know, to 

affift you. 

·-

I protnifes you the Hiftory of Ca-

terpillars, and -make it a rule ·never to 

bteak my Word, fo pray attend t'o 

me. 
I believe 1 muft frx upem Silk 

Wornis, becaufe they · are the moft 

ufef u·l to us. Fir ft of all they -are io 

little greyiih Eggs, which may b~­

laid ·by in a drawer till warm weather 

comes the next year, wheri they mufl: 

E 4 , be 

I 
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be put where the Sun fhines hot; in 
a little time they break, and out 
come fmall grey Magg9ts ; - thofe 
who ·keep them; pick them ~p, and 
lay them upon Mulberry Leaves ; 
they grow apace, for they eat all day 
long; in a few days the Skins come 
off, and they look a little handfo~·e 
~ hen they have got new ones : Soon 
after they change them again, and 
then are pretty white Worms, large·r 
than before, as big as one of your 
Fingers. They foon beg~n to looK 
yellowiili, leave off eating, . ~ 1d go 
to work : fir ft they f pin a fort of 
1.Voo], then they form a Ball, the 
.fize and_ fh.ape of a Pigeon's Egg, and 
are quite hidden from our fight ; 
but their Bufinefs is not yet comp!ete,' 
they make a Lining wit~infide, a 
great deal clofer woven than the 
Cloth of a Man's coat. 

Their Silk is extremely valuable, 
and all the fine Clothes which Ladies · 

wear 



wear are the works of thefe little 

crawling Infects. Who would be 

proud of being dreffed in Silks and 

Sattins, when they know this to be 

the Cafe ? 
A great m.any of the Balls are put 

into warm Water, and thofe who are 

ufed to the bufinefs readily find the 

ends. They are obliged to put feve­

ral together to make the Silk of a pro­

per fize, and they wind it off in Skeins 

upon a little Reel then they come to 

the linings 1 told you of, which they 

cut open with a pair of Sciffars, tlnd 

ufe them for making artificial Flow­

ers. But what do you think they find 

w'ithinfide, Silk Worms.? no, nothing• 

the leaft lik~ them, but Cryfalifes, as 

they are called. A Cryfalis is a brown 

thing the fize of a f mall Bean, f ome .. 

what of the fhape of a Barrel, .no 

Head, no Legs, no Body to· be feen; 

but if you touch it, one end will move 

a littl~ which £hews tklat it is not 

E 5 quite 



r 

[ '90 ] 

quite dead. In this ftate it lies fame 
days, and breaks forth a large white 
Moth, with two black Eyes, four 
Wings, long Legs, and a Body cover­
ed with Feathers : view it through a 
Microfcope, and you might take it 
for a Chicken. Is it not very afto­
nifhing ? It truly is, - but not more 
fo than many other things. Almofl: 
-all things in Nature, whether they 
have life or not, undergo as f urpriz­
ing changes. 

You want to keep Silk Worms, 
Charlotte; I am al ways glad to indulge 
you when I can, and will let you have 
a few next Summer, becaufe, I could 
wifh you to fee cheie curi-ofities your­
felf; but you will never be a filk Mer­
chant, nor will. it anfwer to Ladies to. 
~eep a great qtiantityuf the Balls. Be­
Gdes, they are reckoned unw holefome 
when there are many of them together; 
and it is dirty, troubleforne wo..rk to 
t hange ;he Leaves they feed oo twice 

a day. 
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a oay. The cafe is different in thofe 

· warm Countries, where they are on 

Mulberry-Trees in the open Air, help 

themfelves, and fpin amongft the 

,Leaves. It muft be a pretty fight to 

fee the ihining Bans, like golden 

Plumbs, amongft the~green Branches. 

· All Butterflies and Moths undergo 

the fame changes, though they do no,c 

all fpin Silk: fome creep into holes in 

Walls, others into Houfes, and fame 

into_ the Earth, and there become 

Cryfalifes, and remain in that ftate 

from the end of one Summer to the 

beginning of che next,. when the But­

terSies come out in all their variegat. 

ed beauties; and initead .of crawling 

about~ foar in the Air, and amufe 

themfelves with flying from Flower tQ 

Flower. · 

E ~ AN· 
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AN 

Eafy Introduction, &c. 

• I 

P A R T II. 

COME here, Henry and Charlotte,, 
look at this Globe. Do you 

know what it was made for? Why, 
fmall as it is, it reprefents the whole 
Earth. 

When you were very little Chil­
dren; I dare tay, · you thought the 

World .... 
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World was no bigger than the Town 

you live in, and that you had feeA all 
the Men and Women in it; but now 

you know better, for I think I have 

told you, that there are thoufands 

and ten thoufands of People: You 

have feen a great many at Church, 

but they are only a fmall number of 

what the Earth contains. When you 

go to London, yot~1 :will be quite afto­

ni!hed at the Multitu~s, · for they 

t:roud along the Streets in t~e City, 
.like Bees in a Hive, . ar:1d are as bufy 

too. 
The World is an exceeding large 

Globe, and this before us is a kind of 

Miniature Pifture of it. You fee here 

Taft numbers of Lines dnilWI) ; one 

part is p,iinted blue, another red, ano­
ther yellow, another green ; they ftand 
for different Kingdoms. 

It is pot poffi ble to draw every p-art 

•f the great World on a Glo,be, any more 

thao 
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than it was for the Painter to mark 

every hair of the Eyebrows on this 

fmall Picture in my Bracelet. Here is 

a Pea; now yo\! fee this is of the fame 

form as the Globe, but we !hould not 

be able to defcribe_fo m-uch upon it ; 

and yet we might reprefent the large 

green and yellow places, &c. by dots of 

different colours, and call then1 Eng­
land, France, and fo on, juft to fhew 

what fituations thofe Kingdoms have. 

In the fame manner then, as the 

Pea refembles the Globe, the Glove 

refembles the World. 

The Earth is not f moo th and even., 
. . 
as this globe is ; becau[€ there are ma-

ny Mountains and Hills on it; but 

though we call them large, and fo 

they· are to f1.1ch little creatures as us,, 

they an~ no bigger in proportion to t'he 

Earth, than gra·ins ?f Sand would ap­

pear here ; therefore we fay it .is 

· round. . ; 

2 Neither 
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· Neither is the World all Land ; for 
· there are vafr hollow places between 
the different Kingd9ms, and they are 
filled up with Water. The largeft 
Waters, fuch as this on the G]obe, 
are called Oceans, lefs ones Seas, and 
there are . others yet fmaller, which 
run in among the land, that are called 
Rivers; there are, befides, fmaller 
pieces, called Ponds, Ditches, Brooks, 
and others, which are ufed. for f u pply­
ing us with what _is neceffary to boil 
our Meat, brew Beer, clean our Houfes, 
water our Gardens when there is a 
want of Rain, and likewife for the 
Cattle, and other living creatures, to 
drink. Thefe generally fpring out of 
the Earth,. and are at .firft only 1¥t1e 
Streams.,, but run along till they J.oin 
with others, and are increafed by the 
Rains that fall, and fo in time become 
great rivers like the Thames. 

As the Land is full of living Crea­
tures, f o are the Waters, for they a- · 

bound 
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bound with Fi!h, many · of which are 
caught for us to eat. Some People 
are ve.ry_ fond of Angling with a Line 
and a Hook, but I cannot help think­
ing it a very cruel fport, and always 

_ was of opinion that it is an idle one 
alfo, and never had patience to follow 
it. ✓To fit hour after hour watching 
a ,floating quill; what an employment r 

I was told of a Gentleman, who, af­
ter fitting ~ whole day in a ,mizzling 
rai-n, was aiked by a Friend that faw 
him in the Evening V{hat , fuccefs. he 
])ad had ! Fine f port ! fine f p'ort ! Jaid 
he, three, bjtes and _a nibble-. I fhould 
have c~ught one Fifh, only my , line, 
broke, and it f warn away with the 
hook. This Perfon n1i-ght truly fay,. 
indeed, th~t he had done no harm:t­
but in fo many hours, how ma9y good 
Actions might he have performed? If 

. none ihould refi: contented without en- · 
deavouring to . improve their · time, 
what 'do they deferv·e who'trifle it away? 

Now, 



I 

[ 9S ] 

Now, let us have another peep at 
the Globe. See what a great part of 
it is water. Now, fuppofe we were to 
take a nu_mber of thofe Mites which I 
fhewed you to .. day in the Cheefe, and 
fet them to -crawl about the Globe, 
they might ferve to reprefent the Men 

_ and Women that inhabit the Earth. 
As there is no real water on the Globe, 
only a Picture of_it, the Mites might 
,go which way they pleafed; but fup­
pofe the places which ftand for Water 
were really -dug' hollow, and mad6 in° 
to little Seas and ,Rivers, how would 
1hey oonr.r:.i-ve to get acrofs them ~o 
,a·ny other part whic~h the W-ater came 
.m betwixt .? It is the fame with us, for 
we f!lould never be .able to -reach parti. 
beyond Sea') unle.fs ther-e was a con-
rri vance to crofs it. ' 

This place is Great Britain, the King­
dom we live in ; y-ou fee it is quite 
furrounded with Water. Now, fup­
pofe we wanted to go to France, what 

could 
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could we do ? Why, firft we fhould 

travel either in a Coach, Chaife, on 

Horfeback, or fome other way, to Do• 

ver, f.or it is too far to walk thither. 

At · Dover~ we fhould meet with a 

Packet-boat, that is, a fmall ve!fel, 

which carries letters and paffengers to 

France ; as fooh as the Wind was 

.fair for us, we' fhould fail away for 

·Ca)ars, as you have feen the pJeafure 

.Boats do. Then we fhenld go on by 
land f.r..om one-· plac;e •to-a-110ther, till in 

time we might i:e:1c-hthe City ·of Paris, 

where we ,fhoukl find as many Peopl~ 

·as in London, and fee a great number 

of fine things. In this route we lliould 

·pafs through French 1Flander-·s, the 

·coLmtry where Cambrick and La,ce are 

made. 
· Vf-ere we to talk Engliili in France, 

none would underftand us, fo we mufl:. 

learn to f peak French before we go,, or 
they will take us for vulgar, ill-bred 

perfons, becaufe it is known that all 
genteel 
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genteel ·people in England learn that 
language. 

When we had feen one foreign 
Country, it is moil: likely we !hould 
wifh to iee others, therefore we might 
go into Italy: And, as we travelled 
through the South of France, we 
!hould fee a great many vineyards, 
which are fields planted with grape­
vines ; you know that wine is made 
fron1 the juice of grapes. We fbould 
alfo vifit pla'ces wh~re Silk-worms are 
kept; -and you would .find that they 
produce fuch quantit'ies 0£ Silk as fur­
nilh a ve~y confiderable trade. We 
might travel by land fron1 France to 
Italy; but muft pafs over fame high 
Mountains, which divide Italy from 
France, called the Alps, the tops of 
which are always covered with Snow, 
and there is a great deal of Ice on 
them all the year round. _ 

You 
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You have feen in the Winter both 
Ice and Snow, but did you know that 
they were only Water? The Snow 
would have been Rain, only the Air 
being exceffively cold, made it freeze 
in falling ; but as foon as the Weather 
became warmer, it di{folved, and the 
Ice thawed, as we call it, and then 
both were W ate'i again. 

After this fatiguing and frightful 
paffage over the Alps, where you 

l 

would be in danger eyery minute of 
falling down dreadful Precipices, and 
o,f · being dafhed to pieces, but that 
the men who carry you are ufed to the 
ground, and can run. as faft on it as 
you have feen little boys do on a wall: 
After this, I fay, you would arrive in 
Italy, and there the b~autiful appear-

\ . 
ance of the Cou~fry would quite tranf-
port you ; for it is defervedly c~lled 
the G_arden of the World. There are 
Myrtles and Orange Trees . growrng 
wild in the Hedges, as our Haw-

thorn 



[ 102 ] 

thorn does he.re. Don't you wifh we 

could make fuch Hedges in England~ 

Should we attempt it, .Charlotte, I fear 

the firft Winter wollld intirely defl:roy 

them, becaufe the air is fo much 

colder here than it is there. You 

know the Gardener al ways carries the 

Myrdes and Orange Trees into, the 

Green-houfe in the Winter. 

The Fruits in Italy ripen much bet• 

ter than ours clo, and therefore have a 

richer flavour; and they have in great 

plenty feveral forts which do not grow 

here, particularly abundance of Ol1ves~ 

which, when pickled, many people· 

are very fon~ of; befides, there is a 

great deal of Oil made from them ; 

part of which they fell to us, and is 

w ltlat we drefs our-fall ads with. 'There 

are Silk-worms in Italy alfo, dn the 

Mulberry - trees. The Sky iri that 

Country is-moftly-of a fine blue-colour, 

and the Su,n iliines bfightei than rt 

does here. 
The 
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·The Houfes are .very magnificent, 
~nd moft of them large ; forne are 
built of Marble, for they have a great 
many ~arries of it, and their Churches 
are moft magnificently adorned with 
fine Pictures, large filver Croffes, 
Candlefticks, and a thoufand other cu­
riofities, which occafion many people 
to travel thither in order to fee them; 
and particularly the noble buildings 
which were erected a great many 
years ago, and are now falling to 
decay. 

But among!l: the Curiofities of Italy, 
I muft not forget to mention Mount 
Vefuvius, a large Mountain, which 
fometimes burfts out with an aftoniili­
ing noife, much louder than thunder, 
and cafts forth flames, with hot a:lhes 
ar1d cinders, many miles diftant; num­
bers of houfes are f ometimes deftroy­
ed, and peopk are kHled by thefeErup-

t10ns. 
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tions. A fiery matter, called La-va, 
iffues from the Mountain, and runs 

with a mofr rap.id Stream for feveral 

miles together, carrying away every 

thing before it, till it reaches the Sea, 

which boils and hiffes in an aftoniih• 
ing manner when the Lava reaches it. 

Suppofe we were there, Henry, do 

you think you fhould like to go up 

the Mountain ? What fay you, Char­
lotte ? Had you not rather Ii ve in 

E ngland, and be contented with what 

it produces, than go to live near a 

burning Mountain, to enjoy iil the fine 

t hings I told you of? 
1""'here are numbers of thefe Volca­

canos, ( as they -are called) in the 

. "\Vorld, the largeft we know is Mou-nt · 
Etna, in Sicily .-When you are older 

you iball read a defcription of it in 

Brydone's Travels, which will aftoni!h 

and delight you. 
l a·m entirely of your mind, Char­

lotte; werel to go into that Country, 
l ihould 
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I fh0uld endeavour to get courage to 

view it -near, but iliould approach it 

with trembling fteps. Do not think, 

though, that thefe Mountains were 

only made to frighten and deftroy 

people. Like all things elfe t hey have 

their ufe. Th~re is a greac deal of Fire 

wi~hinfide the Earth, which if it had 

not places to vent itfelf at, r11 ight do a 

great deal of worfe mifchief, nay, 

deftroy it entirely. 

The perfons who live on there 

Mountains feem to enjoy L ife as well 

as others ; and as there are ufually 

fome Years between the Eruptions, 

they plant Vines and other th ings, 

which prove - very frui tful; and the 

Mountain ufually fmokes, or t hey hear 

noifes from it, wh ich fhew that it is 

near burfl ing, fo they fometime. fave 

themfel ves from the d anger, by rerr,o v-; · 

ing for a ti me. 
-. ' 

F Vlhen 

,.. 
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When you are older, Charlotte, you 
fuall read books of Travels, which 
defcribe what is worth obfervation in 
every Country. Perhaps Henry m~.y 
be a 'I'raveller himfelf, for yoµ know. 
Gentlemen often ·make the Tour, as 
they c·all it, and it is very right they 
fhould fte the World, _if they take care 
to get fufficient knowledge before 
they go, to enable them to make pro­
per obfervations ; b\1 t for an ignorant 
Perfon to vifit foreign Countries, is 
only to publifh his own !hame where­
ever. he goes ; becaufe every one who ,., 
fees a Gentleman that has left his own 
Country to vi0t their's, naturally en­
quires what he is, and fhould they find 
him deficient in knowledge, he would -
deferve to be laughed at and ridicul­
ed; but fhould he prove fenfib1e and 
well informed, h'is company would be 
fought for, becaufe he can give an ac­
count of places and things which they 

have 



have never feen ; and he is refpecl:ed 

, and honoured. 

The language which People in Italy _ 

fpeak, is Italian, and it is very failiion­

able to learn it; befides, if Travellers 

refide there long, they muft be at a 

· great lofs without it ; though not fo 

much as they would be without 

French, becaufe that is a Language 

which almofr all ·Nations learn : there­

fore if a perfon knows ir, he may 

find fomebody or other in mofr places 

whom he can converfe with ; and if 

thofe_ underftand Italian, ( or the Lan •• 

guage of the perfons in that Country 

where they are) they may expla.in to 

the Engli{hman what the Italian fays, 

and to the Italian what the Englifhman 

fays ; this is called Interpreting. But 

who would wiili to be fo t-roublefome 

to others, when by a little pains and 

application he may learn all the Lan­

guages ·himfelf, al.<ld be an accomplifh­

ed Gentleman? 
F 2 I think 
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I think we have ftaid long enough in 
Italy, Henry, and am afraid you are 
tired; fo take leave of the World for 
to-night, eat your fupper, and go to 
bed; to-morrow I will tell you 1nore. 
Good night, Charlotte. 

Well, I--Ienry, how did you fieep? 
Did you dream of the Myrtle hedges 
and burning Mountains ? f f uppofe 
you would like to have a full defcrip­
tion of every country in the World ; 
but I hope you will one day be fond 
of reading, then I ihall furnifh you 
with books, which will make you ac­
quainted with a vaO: deal; from them 
you wi11 learn, that fome People in 
the World are black, others have cop­
per-coloured complexions : that e­
very country produces fomething 
which do,es not grow any where elfe; 
that fome parts of the World are hot, 
others exceffively cold; but every cli-

mate 
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mate agrees with the Natives, that is 

to fay, thofe who are born there, bet­

ter than any other would do; and the 

People in one land make thcunfelves 

as happy as others who have greater 

advantages, ufually think their own 

country the beft in the World, and 

would not change it for any other. 

You are an ENGLISHMAN, Henry, fo 

you lTILlfr love England the beft; and 

if you travd all the World over, you 

will never find a better country. Here 

we have neicher fuch pierci~g cold, 

nor fuch fcorching heat, as fome coun­

tries are fubjecr co; we have plenty of 

corn _to make bread; barley to brew 

beer; wool to fpin for clothing; flax 

for linen ; the beft roaft beef in the 

World, and many other comforts • 

. And we have Artifts and Manufac­

turers to make every thing we actu .. 

ally ftand in need of; in ihort, Old 

England is a very defirable place, and 

here your friends live, fo that I make 

F 3 no 
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no doubt, my dear boy, you wili re­
turn from your travels with great 
pleafure; tell . us, who ftay at home, 
what wonderful things you have feen, 
and love your native land better and 
better . Bur you mu{t not defpife the 
People of other countries becaufe 
they do not fpe ak, act, and drefs, as 
we do, for to them we appear as 
ft range as they do to us. 

I muft now tell you a little about 
the Sea. You know I faid that be­
t ween the different Kingdoms on the 
Earth, there are vaft hollow places. 
Pray obferve this large fpace on th~ 
Globe, it is called the great Southern­
Ocean. You have feen a Fifh-pond, 
which is fo deep, that if a man ftood 
at the bottom, the water would cover 
his head; but that is no more than a­
cup-full, in comparifon of this great 
Ocean. Only look what a fpace ic 
covers on the Globe; then caft your, 

eyes 
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eyes to thofe parts of the land which 

ftand for the greateft Kingdo ms. Ob. 

ferve, the Sea is a great deal the 

broadeft, it is fo deep in many places, 

that they cannot get a Line long e­

nough, with a piece of Lead tied to it, 

to reach the bottom. When the Wind 

blows very high, it drives the waves· 

up like great mountains of water, 

which roar and n1ake a frightful 

noife when they tumble down. Some­

times Ships are driven about fo by the 

wind and waves, that they are thrown. 

upon Rocks, which are a fort of 

ragged Hills in the Sea,. as hard as· 

ftones, f ome of them of an enonnous 

fize, even above the f urface of the. 

Water, others concealed under it. 

All Sea Water has Salt in it, which. 

may be feparated from it by boiling; 

Salt is fo ferviceable to us, that after 

having been accuftomed to it, we 

fhould n0t know what to do without 

it, particularly for Meat, which, by 

F 4 being. 
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being well rubbed with 1t, may be 
kept -many mont'ns. 

1~he reafon th.at the fre!h Water in 
Rivers does not fpoil, and grow good 
for nothing, is, that it keeps running 
co.ntinually from the fountain-head 1 

that is, the place in the Earth it firft -
iprings from, towards the Sea; and 
where there is a ti·le,. as you know is. 
the cafe in the Thames, it is owing to 
the el-)bing and Bowing of the Sea, 
whi.cl"i fends the· Water off uch large 
Rivers back again every day. 

The· Sea is in conftant motion, and 
you would ~hin.k it very aftonifhing,. 
to ftand on- the fhore, and behold how 
n1aierbcally its mighty Waves follow 
onr ,mother, rolling w.irh .a folernn 
~nd p~eafing noife; gradw11ly advanc­
ing Lil they gain conGJerably on the 
Shore, and when they have reache.d 
the bounds allotted them, and it is 
high tide, they retreat in the fame 
n1anner to vifit the oppofite Shore. 

Philoj"-
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Philofophers tell us that it is the 

Moon . which influences the W acer, 

and occafions the ebbing and flow­

ing of the Sea ; and 1 fancy you 

will be of their opinion, when you 

are old enough to underftand Mr. 

Nicholfon's Introduction to Natural 

Philofophy. 

Henry wifhes ta know where all 

the ·Water that fills the Sea, comes 

from. Indeed I can not tell, perhaps 

it may fpring out from the middle of 

the Earch : I rat~er think it does, 

and that there is a great collection of 

Water there ; but it is of no confe­

q uence to us to know that, we are 

certain that it is of the greateft ufe 

to us, and can fee enough to admire . 

.in it, without fearching for its fource .. 

If the hollow -places had been left 

empty, infl:ead of being filled 1,1 p with 

'\J\T ater, how frightful they would have -

appear'd ! It would have been impof­

fible to have got acrofs to any part what-

F 5. ever. 
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ever. You · think we might have had 
Wings to fly over, Charlotte ? Why 
I mufi: own, that when I have feen 
the little feathered race foaring over 
ou r heads, and [porting about in the 
air, I have been tempted to wifh for a 
pair of \Viflgs myfelf; but when I 
con fi de reel how large they muil: have 
been to have carried fuch heavy bo­
dies as ours, I am apt to think we 
fhould have fouud them very trouble­
fome incurnbrinces, and am fore we 
are better without them. But had 
there been thofe immenfe Abyffes I 
was talking of, and we could have 
contrived to make a clever pair of 

~ wings, we could not Jt any rate have 
flown far without _refting, and there­
fore muil have tumbledheadlong, and 
been dafhed in pieces. 

Befides, had there been any Fifhes, 
they muft all have died, becaufe they 
can no more live out of the Water for 
any .confiderable time than we c·a. 

live 
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five in it; and now there are various 

kinds, as many, perhaps, as equ al the 

number of the djfferent forts of living 

creatures on the Land. Some fo afl:o­

nifhingi y large, that I know not wh at 

to compare them with ; others as mi­

nutely fmall; many extremely beau­

tiful, others fr ightful to behold ; fo me 

of them are moft delicious food, and 

are caught in great quantities with 

nets. The Turbot we are to have for 

dinner to-day came out of the Sea, , 

and fo do Soals, Whitings, Cocl~fi{h, . 

Salmon, Lobfrers, and many others. 

Should all Fillies keep in the wide 

Ocean, there would be but few caught, 

a·nd none but Sailors could eat them; 

but they come in fhoals to the narrow 

parts of the Sea near Land; and Fifh· 

ermen, whofe bufinefs it is, go out in 

boats, throw nets into the Sea, and 

catch them ; then fome are fent to aU 

great Towns, . and fro1n thence fold 

F 6 to -

• 
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to every place to which they can be 
carried before they are tainted or fpoil­
ed : fon1e again, fuch as the Cod 
on the Banks of Newfoundland, are 
caught with a hook, and very long 
line ; a bit of fif.h, or red-rag, is fa{­
tened to the hook, and ferves as a bait 
to entice the fi{h to it. They are then 
falted, and fent in Ihips to different 
parts of Europe, which furnifhes em­
ployment for a great number of Sailors, 
and is an extenfive and profitable 
branch of commerce. 

If we did not eat Fillies, the larg~r 
kinds would, for they prey on one 
another as Birds and other animals d9. 
In .Books of natural hiftory there are 
a great many entertaining things con­
cerning Fiihes. Only think what a 
deal of pl "" afure you will have, Henry, 
when you can fit frill long enough to­
read th m, af\d are fufficiently im­
proved to be able -to underftand thero , 

In 
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In many of thofe books there are pie• 
tures of what they defcribe. 

I forgot to tell you, that Fillies have 

.JlO Legs. You know it. Ohl I beg 

your pardon, Sir, I did not recollect 

what a Man I was talking to; give me 

leave to inform you, _however, why 

they have not; becauJe they have no 

ufe for them, and would find them very 

auk ward .things ; their Fins anf wer 

the purpofe of Swimming much bet­

ter. 

Many Fiihes have very fharp 1'eeth, 

others Thorns at their fides, and vari­

ous weapons of defence; and infl:ead 

of clothes, are covered with Scales, 

which the water cannot penetrate. 

There ar,e a great many things grow­

jng at rh.e bQttom uf rhe Sea, called 

Sea-weeds. I have a P_ifture in my 

Dreiling-room, maide of them ; you 

have often admired them, Charlotte. 
Indeed, 
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Indeed~ they are extremely curious-;­
-the Fillies, I fu ppofe eat them. 

Befides thofe 1 have been fpeaking-· 
of, that f wim about, there are a vafl.: · 
number of Shell-fifh. Tnat Cabintt 
which ftands there is filled with Shells : 
it contains great variety, but ther<: are, 
for aught I: know,. hundreds more. 
Some are much larger than any here; 
others, you fee, fo fmall th 2t you 
could not perceive them unlefs they 
were laid' on white paper; and yet 
in the Microfcope they would ' appear 
to as much advanuge as the Infects ' 
did. Obferve what curious fhapes 
and variety of colours ! I know my 
dears, you admire this beat1tiful col­
lection, and well you may ! every one 
of .the[e Shells formerly h.ad a Fifh in 
it; it ufed · to come part of the . way 
out, as you have feen a fnail do, and 
draw.back again at pleafure; they ge­
nerally remain at the bottom of the 
Sea, but fometimes Storms throw them 

. -

on 
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- on Shore, where they are -pi-eked up 
and kept by curious People .. 

There is likewife Coral, both white 
and red. H~re is a bit of each ; that 
beautiful yellow fubftance by it, is 

Amber ; it makes elegant cabinets and 

other things; and the Ladies in for­

mer days were fond of wearing neck-_ 

laces of ir. 

AB Pearls come out of the Sea 
too; there are great quantities to be 

1net with in a particular kind of Oy­
fters, and people called Divers, have 

the ikill to fink themfel ves to the bot­

tom of the Water, and by means of 

f ome ingenious contrivances to fupply 
them with air, are able to ftay long· 

enough ·to get a great many Pearls, 

which they fell for a deal of money; 
and thofe who can purchafe them, 

think themfelves very fine when they 
a.re adorned with themo • 

Peo-· 
-- ... 
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Pe-0ple of fortune ihould have hand­
fome Clothes, Jewels, and other or­
naments, becaufe it is very right for 

-them to drefs better than their In­
feriors, who could not afford fuch 
things, as they find it hard to get mo­
ney enough _for the bare neceifaries of 
life; therefore Perfons who have plen­
tiful Fortunes ought to enco1,Jrage La­
bour and Ingenuity, by laying out 
fome p-art in buying what others fell 
and make to procure themfelves 
and families a livelihood: but it is 
very wrong to value themfelves on 
Riches and fine Clothes, for they 
ihould confider, that Gold, Silver, and 
Jewels came out of the Bowels of 
the Earth, therefore -they could not 
make nor probably find one of them: 
that their finefl: Silks are fpun from 
·the entrails of a little crawling Worm, 
and th,at after it is f pun they could 
.not ufe it, till it had gone through the 
hands of many poo, Vf orkmen : 

What 
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What would the Rich do without 

the Poor? Could they make their own 

Shoes, build their Houfes, plough 

their Fields, fell their timber Trees, 

fhear their Sheep, and a hundred other 

things abfolutely neceifary to be done 

by fomebody ? They fhould therefore 

learn to behave with kindnefs and con­

defcenfion to the induftrious, and re .. 

n1ember, that the meaneft Ar~ificer, 

if he difcharges the Duties of his fta­

tion, is preferable to themfelves, un ... 

lefs they are diftinguifhed as much by 
their Benevolence and Greatnefs of 

Mind, as by their Rank ?nd Riches. 

The Poor ihould never forget how 
n1uch they are obliged to, and how 

greatly they depend on their Superiors; 

but treat them with all poffible refpect, 

and never envy them; for, as they 
have no M oney nor Land of their 

own, they muft periili £or want of ne ... 

ceffaries, unlefs they could obtain 

(orne by their labour. If they are fo 
fortu-

J 
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fortunate to be paid for what ·they do~ 
they can purchafe what they want with 
the money, you know, and may in 
their humble condition, enjoy an e-

- qual fhare of Happinefs with the rich, 
and avoid many anxious cares ~nd .dan.­
gers, to which an elevated ftation i3, 
frequently expofed. 

I dare fay you ·did not think then:· 
were fo many curiofities at the Bottom· 
of the Sea, DOT fho11ld we· ever have· 
known it, but by the Invention of 
Ships, which was a very curious and· 
ufeful contrivance. Fine China, Muf:.. 
Hns, Calicoes, Spices, and other Ar. 
ticles, are brought from the Eaft Inv 
dies .. in Ships, which carry back in ex­
change what qur own Country pro­
duce-s ; they alfo convey to England··. 
vaft quantities of Tea,. which · i-s a· 
plant that grows in the· Ea.fr Indies in 
great abundance; the leaves of it are· 

dried,~ 
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dried, which make them curl up, and 
then th€y are packed in boxes and 
canifl:ers, and fent to ~Efferent parts of 
the World: But a good bafin of Milk, 
or Tea made from herbs, which our 
own Gardens fupply, are in my opinion 
greatly preferable, and much whole .. 
fomer for us. -

From the Weft-Indies we get Su-
gar, which is produced by boiling 
the juice of a particular fo'rt of 
Plant called a Sugar-Cane ; the Inha-­
bitants have large Plantations of it,. 
which bring them in a great deal of 
money ; but the poor Negroes under-
go fev~re hardlhips, who are employed 
to work in the 'Plantations~ 

Negroes are black people; ·many 
perfons in England, you know have 
them for Servants. Abroad they toil 
like Horfes, and are frequently much 
worfe ufed, which is an exceeding 
barbarous thing, for they are Men as, 
well as their Mafrers,. tqough they are 

0£ 
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of that black colour ; but how much 

does it pain me to tell you, that-'·this­
inhurnan commerce which puts thefe 
poor creatures into fuch a dreadful fi­
tuation, is carried on by Englifhrnen, 
and even authorized by our own lawsr 

From Spain we .get Oranges, Le­
mons, Nuts, Almonds, Figs, and 
Raifins, ( which laft are dried Grapes); 
from Liibon the fame, befides thofe 
Articles a great deal of Wine. If there 

were lefs of that it would be better ; 
for many people drink fo much of it 
as to hurt their con[htutions. Would 
they make _it a rule, to drink only 
when ~hey ~were rhirfty or weaty, -and 
leave off drinking as foon as they 

were refreibed, they would preferve 
their healths, and might perhaps live 

many years longer. 
I could mention the productions of 

other countries, but do not intend co 
travel round the Globe with you. I 

iliall only tell you that there are many 
things 
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_ things valuable and worth obfervation 
in every part of the World; and thofe 
which you have no opportunity of fee­
ing, you may read of in Books, which 
will give you much better accounts of 
things than I am able to do. 

You find, 1ny dears, what g.reat ufe 
Ships are of, but how fhall I make 
you underfrand the nature of a voyage? 
I will take you both to Mr. Wilfon's, 
where you will fee a Model of a Ship; 
that is, ..a little thing made exactly like 
one, only a great deal lefs, as you will 
judge by the figures which reprefent 
the Sailors. Mr. Wilfo.n will explain 
the Mails, Sails., Ropes, and other 
parts, which I am totally unacquaint­
ed with. 

When a Voyage is to be taken, the· 
Ship is firfr perfecl:ly repaired, if it 
is not a new one, fo that it may ef­
feclually keep out the Water and not 

fink. 



[ 126 ] 

fink. The Sails and Mafts muft be 

in exact order, fhong, tight, and 

whole, that they may be able to ftand 

the force of the \Vinds; then they lay 

in a great quantity of Bi[cuits, as 

bread would foon get mouldy, feve­

ral Cafks of frefh Water, for that in 

the Sea is very naufeous, fome Barrels 

of Salt Beef and Pork, becaufe they 

cannot get fre:fh Meat when they 

launch out into the wide Ocean, and 

leave the Fields and Meadows behind 

them. They carry as much Garden 

fluff too as they conveniently can ; 

when it is gone, they are obliged to 

make ihifc without, till they land 

fomewhere to get a frefh fup ply. 

A Ship which goes on a Trading 

Voyage, befides a ftock of provifions, 

takes in her Cargo, that is, the Goods 

which the owner propofes to fell in fo .. 

reign countries; f uch as Wool, W ate hes, 

Hardware, I mean Knives, Sciffors, 

various kinds of Tools, and nume-
rous 
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a-o-us Articles which other Nations 
:are glad to purchafe from England, 
becaufe they are made beft here. E­
very_ Ship requires a certain number 
of . Men, fome 1nore, fome lefs, ac­
cording to the fize of the Veffel ; for 
there is always a great deal of work 
for them to do,: efpeciall y in ftormy 
weather. One time all the Sails muft 
be fpread in order to receive the Wind, 

· at other times all murt be fLirled, or 
taken in, to prevent the Veffel's being 
overfet by violeHt gufl:s of Wind. 
They have large iron things on board 
called Anchors, with very great 
Ropes, or Cables., which are tied to 
them, and fattened to the Veifel, and 
when they want to keep the Ship in a 
particular place, they caft them irito 
the Sea, where they can reach the 
Bottom, and they flick i~o the 
Ground and fa{ten, fo as oft~n to pre­
ferve the Ship _from being loft. Some-

-body on board is obliged frequently 
to 
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to keep letting down a line with a large 

leaden Plummet, that they may know 

the depth of the Water. A man 

called the Pilot, ftands at the Helm, 

and directs thofe who hold it: The 

Helm turns the Rudder, by which 

n1eans they can fleer the Ship any way 

they pleafe; the Pilot muft be a per­

fon who knows that part of the Sea 

very well. 

When the Veffel is perfectly fitted 

and ready for her Voyage, the Cap­

tain is impatient to be gone, and keeps 

himfelf and all his jolly Tars in readi­

nefs to fail with the firft fair Wind; 

but I believe I mufl inform you what 

I mean by a fair Wind. Let us jufi: 

ftep out of Doors. Now look for­

ward ; that is Eaft, behind you the 

Weft, on the right hand the South, 

on the left the North. Now you 

know, that when the Wind blows be-
hind 
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hind you, it forces you along~ 
when you face it, if very high, you 
can fcarcely ·ftand againil: it; but 
it does not always blow the fame way; 
let us go in and look at the Globe. 
Here is the Eaft, Weft, North, and 
South ; now if they want to fail to a 
Country which is North, they muft 
have a South Wind to blow them a­
long, for if the Vf ind were in the 
North it would be impoffible for them 
to get forward; fo that fometimes 
a Voyage is made much longer than it 
would have been, from the Vvinds 
changing about from one corner to 
another, which often obliges rhern to ·. 
go to other places, if it blows very 
high; but they are not obliged to re­
turn for every change of Wind, be­
caufe the art of Navigation teaches 
the Sailors a method of managing the 
Ship, · fo that they ca:n g~t \on by c1;ofs­
ing backwards arid . .forwar~s, though 

I G ili 
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1f it blows right it fa ves them a deal 

of trouble. 
It is a very furprizing thing to 

think of, but it is really true, that in 
fome parts of the Sea the Wind will 

blow conftantly for Months together 

every Year, the fame way, which en­

ables Ships to reach the Places . they 

are wanted to go to ; and then the 

Wind turns and blows the direct con­
trary way,. which brings them back a­

gain: Therefore people contrive thefe 
Voyages fo as to endeavour to get to 

thofe parts time enough to have the 

benefit of them: They ar~ called 
Trade Winds, or Monfoons, and thefe 

Arrows on the Globe, fhew the par­

ticular parts of the Ocean they blow 
. 
rn .. 

When people are out in the wide 

Ocean, they are_ frequently whole 
Months 
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Months together without fee ing any 
thing befides Sky and W ater, exceptc 
ing what their own Ship contains. 
Look here, for inftance, in the middle 
of the great Southern Ocean : It is 
very diftant fron1 the Land, and there 
are no Paths marked out on the fur­
face of the Water, to !hew the neare!t 
way to any place; but thole who 
have been there fonnerly, have kept 
the exacteft account they could, of 
the Rocks they efcaped, the little 
!!lands they met with, and other par­
ticulars, which ferve thofe who come 
after them, as fome rule to go by ; 
for there are Maps, or Pictures made 
of thofe Pares of the Sea, called 
Charts, which people who fail that 
way carry with them ; by which 
means they know how to efcape 
Jl.ocks, ~ickfands, Whirlpools, and 
other dangerous things, which are de­
fcriQed to be in pai;ticular Latitudes. 
You 1nuft at · prefent be concsnted 

G 2 with~ 
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without an explanation of the word 
Latitude; you will know all about it 
when you learn Geography. · 

But after all their clever contriv­
ances, they would be utterly at a lofs 
without a Compafs on board, which is 
an Inftrument that looks like the Dial 
-of a Clock, only~ inftead of the 
Hours, they put Eaft, Weft, North, 
:South; in .the middle comes up a lit­
tle Spike, upon which is a Needle 
that has a fmall hole in the middle of 
it, to receive the little Spike, upon 
which it hangs very lightly. This 
Needle muft be rubbed on the Load­
ftone, which gives it the remarkable 
property of pointing always to the 
North. One of thefe Compaffes is 
fixed on board every Ship, and when 
they look at it, they can tell where the 
North is, and order the Ship accord-. 
ingly ; becaufe they can either fail to­
wards the North, or from it, as fuits 
their purpofe, you know. But I ihall 

foon 
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foon get beyond my knowledge here, 
Henry,. and muft own myfelf a very 
indifferent failor; fo I have done with 
Navigation; but muft fay a little 
more about the Loadftone or Magnet, 
as it is certainly a moil: wonderful 
as well as ufeful thing. 

The Loadftone is hard, very much 
refembling Iron, and ufually found in 
the mines with that metal. It attracts 
or draws Iron and Steel, fo as to make 

.- then1 ftick to it. If you rub thofe 
metals upon it they will attract alfo,. 
tfiough in a lefs degree. Here is a 
Magnet with two pieces of Steel fixed 
in it; they are called its Poles, one 
the North, the other the South. Now 
let us fee what effect they will have 
on thefe Needles which we work 
with : I . will lay them on the Table. 
Hold the Magnet over them ; fee 
how they ji.1rnp up; you would think 
they were alive ; but it is only that 

G 3 the 
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the Loadftone draws them ; they 
would lie ftill enough if there .were no 
Loadftone near them. Now take 
notice, - I will touch two others, one at 
each Pole. If I attempt to bring that 
which has been touched by the North, 
to the South Pole, it will drive it a­
way, and fo of the other, which is 
called repelling it. 

I will give you this pretty little 
Magnet, Henry, which I have got in 
a cafe. It is only a piece of Steel that 
has been rubbed in the manner I faid, 
but will divert you very much. How 
the Loadftone performs all this, I can­
not te11, any more than I could inform 
you where all the Water in the World 
comes from ; but there are many 
things we fee that we have not wifdom 
to underftand perfectly; happy it is 
that we can learn fo much as we do. 

Don't you think, Henry, that it is 
very entertaining to hear of all thefe 

wonderful things, which I have been 
telling 
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telling you of ? and will you promife 

me to endeavour to remember them ? 

vVhy, you will be able to inftrucl: Wil­

liam by the time he is a,s big as you 

are now; and will not that give you 

Pleafure r Now you may go and a~ 

mufe yourfelves ; I have a hundred 

things more to tell you, but would not 

tire you with too many at once; fo a. 

dieu for the prefent. 

Well, Charlotte, I fee by the pre­

parations fou have made, that you in.­

tend to folicit me for a Walk. It 

will be equally agreeable to me after 

the heat of the Day, and our little 

Beau will, I make no doubt, attend us. 

Come hither, my charming little fel­

low! you are fo good-natured, I-Ienry, 

and fo attentive to my lnftruEtions, 

that I am happy to have you by my 

fide. Charlotte and I are going ito 

walk in the Fidds, and could not bear 

G 4 to 
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to go without you, though I fear we 
ihall be obliged to make you fit up 
!Jeyond your ufua] hour. 

We will firft walk up this fbady 
Lane, where we may gather Bachelor's 
Bt1ttons, and numbers of other Flow­
ers, which were not blown the other 
Pay ; there will be frefh ones conti­
nually till the Summer is over. 

Who will get over the Stile firft ? 
The Gentleman, to be fore, and 
then he can hand the Ladies, you 
know. Take care ! take care! Hen ... 
ry, do not be in too great a hurry, 
left you tumble, and that would be 
a fad difafter, to fee our Be~u roll­
ing in the Duft. Now we are all 
fafe. 

What a delightful prof peel: is here I 
How rich the Earth looks, with the 
beautiful mixture of Paftures, where 
the Flocks and Herds are feeding, 
and Corn Fields almoft ripe for Har. 
veft, which promife Bread for thou-

fands l 
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fands r .How cool and refrefhing does 

that River look, winding along a­

mongft them. Then that n1ajeftic 

Wood! where grow Oaks, which per• 

· haps will one Day be made into Ships, 

_ and plough the Ocean to bring us 

treafures from· dittant Lands. But a­

bove all obferve the glorious Sun ! 

he appears to be now finlzing in the 

Weft, but To-·morrow will fhew him­

felf in the Eaft. I think I have ne­

ver-told you any thing about him, and 

indeed I fcarcely know what to fay, 
becaufe many particulars which are· 

known concerning him, you could 

not at prefent be able to underftand .. 

However, you may depend on it, that 

· I will never te1l you any thing but 

truth; and if you do not comprehend 

me now, you undoubtedly will, when 

it fhall be repeated to you fome time 

hence,. when your underftanding will 

be improved. Yori rnu(l: endeavour 

.to gain a little knowledge t:very day,, 

G 5 and 



and in time you will have a confider-­
ab le !hare. 

Well, the Sun then, is fuppofed to 
be a very large Globe of Fire, but 
different from any that we know. It 
is thoufands and thoufands of times 
larger than the World we live in. It 
keeps every thing that grows, alive, 
by its heat ; for in all Plants and 
Trees there is a juice called Sap, 
which if the Sun did not melt, would 
be f o thick that they would not !hoot 
out. You know, that in the Winter 
all the Leaves drop off the Trees, and 
there are no Plants or Corn growing ; 
that is becaufe the Sun fhines but lit­
tle at that time of the Year, rifes late 
and fets early, fo that the Earth has 
but little of its heat, to what it has in 
the Summer, when it appears by four 
o'clock in the morning, and we do 
not lofe fight of it till eight at night. 

The 
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The Sap has not time to get thick. in 

thofe fhort nights; befides, the Air 

though cooler in the Night than in the 

Day, retains a great degree of heat, 

and is not like the chilling cold of 

Winter, even at Noonday-. I faw you 

very curious the other Day, Henry,. 

examining the Carpenter's Glue-pot,, 

when he was at work in the Houfe., 

Did you not obferve that the Glue 

was very thick before it was put on 

the Fi.re,. but when it had been on 

fome time, it melted at:1d became quite 

thin? Now we may compare the Sap; 

in the Trees toi Glue,, becaufe like· 

that,., it requires heat to melt it.. If 

the Glue-pot ibould be put on a Fire 

and taken off foo.n,_ it would not be 

mu.ch me] ted, and if i.c Hood off a. 

long while would be quite hard ; but 

if yo.u fet it on long enough to diffolve· 

it t:ntirely, and keep it from the Fire· 

but a little while_ at a ti'me, it would 

never get cold and thick., In the 

G 6, fam~ 
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fame manner the Sap is affected by the Summer and Winter. The con­tinued heat of the Sun in the long warm Days, di.fTolves it fo entirely, that it cannot get thick in the fuort Nights, an~ on the contrary, in the fuort cold Days, it does not receive warmth enough to melt it. 

Winter is a dreary, unpleafant fea­fon, though of very great ufe, as it prepares the Earth for the growth of the various Fruits which the other Seafons produce, and in jrs turn is ex-, ceedingly beneficial to our Healths, though were it to continue always, we ihould be in a terrible fituation '; but as it is only for a little while, we do very well? becaufe there is plenty of Provifion both for Man and Beafls, laid up in Barns and Ricks. There are Coals and Wood, to make us cheerful Fires, and there has be~n 
°'J'{ool 
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Wool enough taken from the Sheep's 

backs, to furnifu us with Flannels 

and other warm Clothing. When 

we have felt the pinch1ng cold of this 

uncomfortable Seafon, we are the bet­

ter prepared to enjoy the lively one 

that follows. How agreeable it is to 

fee the Trees which have been {hipped 

of their Leaves, renewing their Ver­

dure ; to behold the little Crocu.ifes 

and Snow-drops peeping out of the 

_Ground ; to hear the little Warblers 

chanting fonh their Notes, as· if they 

were finging Songs of joy; and to ob­

ferve the poor People come out of 

their Cottages with cheerful looks to 

purfue their daily Labours, now no 

longer hindered by Winter's Froft and 
Snow, which muft have been dreadful 

to tho[e who could not afford them­

felv~s good Fires and warm Cloth--

1-ng. 
I am going to tell you 

prizing thing, Charlotte. 
a very fur;-
1 dare fay 

you 

l 
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you think the Sun goes round the­Earth. It does not, I affure you ; it is fixed, and the World goes round re once in a Year. Before they difcover­ed how large the Sun is, People thought as you do; but now we might as well fup pofe, ( as Mr. Fergu­fon faid) that if you had a fowl to• roaft, it would be nece.ffary to keep a great Fire going round it, while the fpit remained immoveable.No, I think indeed if the Earth wants fo much af­fiftance from the Sun, it is very well worth while to travel for it ; and thus, the matter really is ordered. 

But we muft beain- to think of re~ 0 turning, for there is a deal of Dew on· the Grafs, and I fear we !hall wet our feet, and catch cold. This Dew is­very refrefhi-ng to the Earth, and a-s acceptable as a Glafs of Warnr to you. when. you are thirfty. 
There 
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There is, as I told you, a great deal 

of Water in the Earth, but in Sun1-
mer it lies very deep, and could not 
get up of itfelf to moiften the Plants; 

however, the heat of the Sun draws it,.· 
and when he fets, it falls and fupplies 

the want of Rain, of which you know 
there is but little in the fultry Wea­

ther. M ·uch of it wouJd do a great 

deal of harm ; fpoil the Hay, beat 

down the Corn, and a htJndred bad 

things. After all the Crops are got 

in, it is very neceffary to make the 

Earth fit to receive the Seed, and to 

help it to grow afterwards; for were 

the Ground to conti-nu-e always as dry 

as it is now, there would be great dif~ 

:ficulty in breaking, and ttuning it up 

with a Plough, and the Seed when 

fown, would not f well at all; however, 

the Sun not only draws moifture oi1.t 
of the Ear~h, but much more out of 
the Sea, which goes up high in the 

Air, and gathers into Clouds, that 
are 
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are driven about by the Winds, till 
they come over different parts of the 
Land; and when they are too heavy, 
they break and fall down in fhowers. 
You may have fomc notion of this,. if 
you put fome boiling Water in a Tea­
pot, and cover it with the lid. When 
it has ftood a little while, if you take 
the lid off, you will find drops of 
Water within.fide. The heat which 
the Fire left in the V\7 ater caufed the1n 
to rife up. In the fame Manner the 
Sun acts in ref peEt to the Sea, and per­
haps the Fire that is withinflde the· 
Earth may heat the Water at the bot, 
tom, and htlp to make the Vapours­
rife. 

Why,. I fh ,dl make a little Philofo­
pher of you, Charlotte ! I do- not 
n1ean, my Dear, to excite a defire in 
your Mind of entering too deeply into 
the ftu~y of thefe things·. I would 
on1y have you read fome cafy Books 
on the Subject, that you may not,, 

like 
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like the ignorant common People, 
think the Sun a little thing, the fize 
of a Plate, and placed in rhe Heavens 
only to be gazed at. I am glad we 
are almoft at home, for it begins to 
be very cool, and I imagine you 
wifh to go to reft. To-n_:iorrow even­

ing we will once more look at our 
Globe. 

Oh ! yot1 are come to claim my 
promife, which I iliall gladly fulfil. 
Now for the Globe. I told you that 
the Sun remains always in the fame 
place, and that the Earth goes round 
it once in every year ; befiJes that, {he 
turns round every Day. You think 
it fl:range to move two ways at once. 
Not at all. "\Vhy, you can do the 
fame, I am fore ; you may keep 
turning about, and contrive fo to 
change your place every turn, that 
_you can get from one end of the 

Roo1n 



Ro0m to the other by degrees. What I 
-want to convince you of ~t prefent is, 
that the Earth's turning round is 
the caufe of Day and Night; you 
rnuft therefore fuppo[e this Candle to 
be the Sun Handing frill. Now, I 
will put a little Pin in the middle of 
this fide of the Globe next the Can­
dle, another in the fide which is turn­
ed from it. When I turn the Globe 
about, the fide which is now dark will 
be enlightened, and the light fide 
will be in darknefs. This is a re-­
prefentation of what happens to the 
Earth every Day and Night. Thefe 
places on which the Sun fhines have 
daylight; thofe on which he does not 
fhine are in darknefs: By this means 
all parts of the World have the be­
nefit of the Sun's heat to warn1 and 
ripen their feveral productions; and 
likewife to refrefh the Earth, Plants, 
and Animals; for you know it is after 
the Sun difappears in the Evening 

that 
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that Dews falL The parts of the 

Earth · which are reprefented here 

where the Wire comes out, are cal­

led the Northern and Southern Poles. 

They are very cold places; for fome­

times the Sun is not feen there for' fe­

veral Months, and then they never 

lofe fight of him for feveral more. 

The reafon of this you I will be told, 

when you are taught the ufe of the 

Globes, for which I will procure you 

a more able InftruB:or than ·myfelf. I 

fhall only tell you, that the abfence of 

the Sun is not fo great a misfortune 

to thofe people who are fu bjecl: to it 

as it would be to us ; becaufe thofe 

Countries where it happens do not 

produce the fame things which Eng­

lafld does ; and all that grow there 

na,turally are fo formed, as to be able 

live in that climate. The Inhabi­

tants are as happy as we; they; work 

l1ard in thefe months while they have 

Daylight, and lay up fiores for their 

long 



long Winter, when they dance and 
fing, and are as happy by Torch and 
!,amp-light as our Country Lads and 
Laffes when they celebrate Harveft-J • , l1ome, enlightened by the mild beams. 
of the ietting Sun. 

In the ]aft mention~d Countries they 
~atch Whales -al(o, which I muft give 
you fome little Account of. 

They, are Fifhes of an enormous 
fize. I have read of fame ·two hun­
dred Feet -Tong·: . ·you, Charlotte> 

I ' know how much a F9ot is, but Henry 
does not. This piece of firing is a 
foot long . . _Yo~ cari co~nt a hun~red; 
one, two, three, four, :5ve, &c. very 
well; only think then of a living 
Creature t_wo hundred times as long 
as this piece of fi ring ! What large 
Ey~s, he m_uft have! And fuch a 
Throat, that he can f wallow a Man up 
at . a .1;1101:,1thful _; a~d yet this Crea· 

tu re 
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ture may be ·overcome, and vaili num~ 
bers of them are,, killed in Green­
land, particularly by people who 
go from Holland. Find Holland 
-on the Globe. This is the Frozen 
:Sea ; fo called, beqtufe there is ge­
nerally a great deal 0£ Ice in it. 
The air of this place is fo cold, that 
one would think nothing could in~uce 
People to v~nture thither ; but n1any 
do, for their Voyages , are very pro­
fitable. They have a particular kind • 
of Veffels on purpofe for ., Whale Fifh­
-eries ; and when '. they · fee one they 
immediately throw a fort of Dart 
at him,_ calkd a H ,arpoon, which fticks 
in, and wo.unds him, and then he finks 
under the water, with the Harpoon 
fticking. in ·him.;:" but there is a'lways 
a fl:ring tied to it, · with a large Gourd 
f aften~d to, the other end ; this flo-ats 
·on the W atei:, · by which they know 
wbeteabouts~ the :Wli.a.le )s.;_ .. andJ wait 
fo.r his rifi.n:g 1 u,p again, when- they! are ; 

ready 

.,, 
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ready to {hike at him with their Har· 
poons, till with repeated Wounds he 
dies. When they have killed him, 
they la!h him to the fide of the veffel, 
or find means to drag him up on the 
Ice or Shore, and cut him in pieces, 
and put his Fat into Caiks, which th&y 
boil and make Oil of, and fell it for a 
great deal of Mone.y when they return 
home, for it is ufeful in dreffing feve­
r.al forts of Skins, likewife Wool, and 
in a hundred other things. 

The People who live in that cold 
Country, where I told you they conti­
nued for feveral Months without the 
light of the Sun, burn this Oil in 
Lamps ; and it is quite a treafure to 
them. 

The large Whales have two mon­
ftrous Tufks, fometimes fifteen · feet 
long, which rife out of their jaws, 
and ferve them to gather the Weeds 
together, upon which they are fup­
pofed to reed : Thefe tufks are fplit, 

a·nd 
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and 1nade into what we call Whale. 

bone; which is likewife fold to great 

advantage; for it is ufed in Stays, 

Whips, and many other things. The 

Inhabitants of thefe Countries catch , 

a number of wild Beafts, and make 

very comfortable Clothes for them­

felves of the fkins. 

I hope you perfectly underftanci 
me;my Dears, in refpect to the Earth's 

turning round. You do, you fay, 
Charlotte; but Henry looks a little 

doubtful. You think if it were fo 

you fhould tumble off. No, you 

would not; for there is fomething in 

the Earth which draws you towards 
the Ground, in the fame manner a~ a: 

Loadftone draws Iron and Steel. Pull 

your Magnet out; take up this Nee­

dle: there, fee, if you turn them 

round an hundrea times, it will not 

drop off; and if you pull it, ·away, it 
will 
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will fall towards the Magnet again. 
So if I was to hold you up high; and 
let you go, you would tumble to the 
Earth, becaufe it draws you. The 
Steel of which the Magnet is made is 
hard, and therefore the Needle cannot 
enter it, but ft; cks to the outfide; the 
f urface of the Earth is likewife hard, 
or we fhould be all drawn into it. The 
N tedle has no life in it, therefore can­
not move about on the Magnet, or it 
might go all over it, becaufe one part 
does not draw any fl:ronger th an an­
other. We, you know, are alive, 
and therefore can change our place -.,;,::_.. __ ____, 

upon the Earth ; but wei·e we to at­
tempt to fly into the Air, we fbould 
infallibly tumble down; and not only 
People, but every thing on the Earth 
is affected in the fame manrier. If 
we ride upon a Horfe, we are ftill at­
traB:ed;but his Body fwpports us from 
falling to the Earth, b'ecaufe it is im­
poff1ble for us · to n1mble through a 

I-Iorfe; _ 
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Horfe ; but if by any accident he _ 
fhakes us off, down we come to the 

Ground immediately. 

You wonder we do not feel the 

Earth move.. Why, do you think 

this little Mite which ftands here on 

the Globe can feel that move? I dare 

fay he cannot, but feems to himfelf 

to ftand quite ftill while it is turned 

round; for all that he fees about him 

are moved as well as himfelf, and there­

fore he remains in the fame place on 
the Globe. Could he be taken in a 

111oment from this part of the Globe to 

that, and had the underft~nding of a 

Man, he would be convinced that it 

really does turn round, becaufe he 

would find the face of the Sky perfect­

ly changed : for fuppofe he was te­

moved at Midnight, when the Moon 

. was fhining, and the Stars glittering in 

t he Heavens, he would, to his afro .. 

nifhmenr, find himfelf in broad Day, 

enlightened by the Meridian Sun. 

H But 
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But till you are older you cannot 
underA-and m.uch about the Stars, 
and, indeed, I know but -very litt1e of 
them myfelf; fufficient, however, to 
.fill me w·irh wonder and admiration. I 
am convinced in my -own tnind, that 
it is poili ble there may be thou­
fands and ten thoufands of Suns and 
Worlds, 1nany of 'them much larger 
than this which . we inhabit; it is as 
pro.bable to me, as that we might roll 
thoufands and thoufands of M arbles 
about different parts of t his · E arth, 
without the.ir touching or coming in 
one anothers way ; becaufe I am fure 
there is room eqough for .them in the 
Heavens ; and, I think if you turn 
your thoughts that way, and read what 
has been written on the fu bjd1, when 
you are old enough, you will be of th.e 
fame opinion. 
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What a·o you fay, Henry? Do you 
think that the People on that part of 
t-he Earth, which is oppofite to us, 
ftand at this time on their Heads ? 
Indeed, my Dear, they do ~not ; they 
have their Feet · upon the Ground, 
and _ their Heads towards the Sky. 
The Trees, Plants, Houfes, and aU, 

- are the right end upwards. They 
cannot poffibly fall into the fky; it 
would be nonfenfe to fay fuch a thing. 

The Air we breathe in entirely fur­
rounds the Earth in the farne n1anner 
as the peel f urrounds an Orange, or 
the !hell a Nut ; but is fo thin that 

, you cannot fee it. You know th at 
Chocolate is not fo thin by a vaft deal 
as Water,. and Water is a great deal 
thicker than Air; for we· can · fr e that., 
but cannot fee Air. ·If it was not fo . 
very thin we could not ,breathe in i~. 
Every time we fetch ou r brea th we 
draw in freih Air ; if we drew in W a-

H 2 ter 
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ter in that manner it would cir.own usa 
When we draw in frelh Air we throw 
out that which is become hot, by hav­
ing been in our body. Convince 
yourlelf of what I fay; put your 

-hand to your mouth, and draw 
your breath : does it not come out 
,warm ? but the open Air feels cool 
to your face. If ther.e was no Air we 
could not live ; and if we could live 
we fhould not be able to breathe; it is 
of ufe to us in a hundrt'd refpetl:s, 
being necdfary for the prefervation of 
all livrng creatures in the World. 
Even the Fillies have Air Bladders, 
which are of in&nire ufe to them. The 
Trees and Plants in general would die 
without Air, and we fhould have no -
Winds, which you know are very ufe­
ful, as I told you before, in re1pecl: to 
blowing the Ships alcng, and driving 
the Clouds about, fo that they may 
break and fall in different places on 

the 
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the dry Land, inftead of returning 

back to the Sea, from whence the Sun 

draws the Vapours that form them. 

The Wind is a great ftream of Air; 

and though it fometimes does mif­

chief, yet ir-is of infinite ufe, as the 

Air would become extremely unwhole­

fome if it was to remain ftill and mo­

tionlefs .. 

l'-~ow, I have made you turn your 

thoughts to the Sky, I mu.it not for­

get the Moon, for that is a very bene. 

ficial thing to us. She is not a Globe 

of Fire, like the Sun, but fuppofed 

to be like the Earth we live in. All 

the light fhe has is borrowed from the 

Sun, for the light goes from him to 

the Moon as it comes down to us; 

and the Inhabitants, if there be any, 

Ii ving on the outfide as we do, fee the 

light in the fame manner, and in all 
probability enjoy equal advantages 

H 3 with 



with us, from his warm, refrdhing 
beams. Could we be removed thi­
ther, our Earth would appear to us 
like the Moon, only larger. The 
Moon and Earth are both fo large 
and thick, that the Sun cannot fhine 
through them, but only make them 
look bright, as even the Candle will 
do any thing that it fhines upon, 
which could not be feen in the dark­
nefs. 

Take this gold Watch, put it in a 
dark place, and it . will not be feen ; 
let the Candle ihine upon it, and it 
will appear very bright, becaufe it 
rece~ves the light ; fo it is with the 
Moon; we fee that part light which 
the Sun fhines on. Sometimes it is 
but a very little Crefcent, at other 
times a full round Mo0n. The Sun 
always fhines upon half of it at once; 
but it happens ·that part of that 
half may be turned from us. I can 
make you underftand this better by 

the 
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the Globe than from any Defcrip­
uon. 

We will f uppofe it to· be the Moon, 

the Candle the Sun, and your little 

round head, Henry, to be the World. 

Now, you fee the whole of the light 

fide fronts you, but move the Globe a 

little from the place it now ftands in, 

or move yourfelf, and part of the dark 

fide will be towards you. We can fee 

no more of the Moon than that piece 

of the enlightened part which fronts 

us, that is like a half Moon. Go round 

to the other fide, and you will fee there 

,is no light fhiAing on it; it appears 

very different from the other: and 

you would not fee it at al], only that 

the whole room is en lightened by 

the Candle ; but in refpect to the 

Moon itfelf, you can fee no part of 
that which the Sun does not- fhine 

upon, any more than you would fee 

this Globe if the Candle was taken 
away. 

H4 The 
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The Eclipfe, which you were fo en° 
tertained with a little while ago, was 
occ~fioned by the Shadow of the Earth 
Llling on the Moon, which always 
happens when the Earth is in a firaight 
Line between the Sun and the Moon. 
You fee if ] place a Screen, or any 
thing te(ween the Candle and the 
W ainfcot, the Shadow of it will be 
feen -on the W ainfcot ; there is the 
fuadow of my Hand ; put yourfelf, 
Henry, in this place, and we .!hall 
fee your Shadow ; that is to fay, as 
the Light cannot fhine through you, 
you keep it from falling on that part 
of the Wainfr:ot which is oppofite to 
you. 

1 .!hall fay nothing to you about 
the other Planets, Comets, fixed Stars, 
Milky-way, &c. becaufe I fear they 
would puzzle your little Heads too 
much at prefent, but fome time hence 
fhall let you have Mr. Newberry's Phi• 
lofophy of Tops and Balls, which is a 

clever 
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clever little Book, and Fergufon's 

Gentleman and La.dies Philqfophy, 

which contain enough of thefe Scien­

ces for a Lady to know; but fhould 

Henry wiih to learn more, his Papa's 

Library will furni!h him with Nichol­

fon's Introduction to Natural Philo­

fophy. It grows very late. Henry, 

how have you been able to keep your 

little Eyes open fo long? Good Night t 

H5 
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Eafy Introduction, &c. 

P A R T III. 

I FE A·R, Charlotte, that the Rain 

will prevent our walking to-day~ 

therefore take vour Work and fit 

down with me. If you are able to re­

member what I have told you lately, 

you have made a very confiderable ad­

dition to your frock of Knowledge~ 

Do not you think, even from the 

H 6 flight 



flight view we have taken of the 
works of Nature, that there mufi: be 
fomething delightful in the purfuit 
of thefe Studies ? I hope you will al­
ways have a tafte for fo profitable 
an amufement. I have as yet only 
fown the feeds of Knowledge in 
your mind, but !hall be happy to af­
fifi: your own ind uftry in the cultiva­
tion of them, and hope you will find 
the felicity of your life increafed, by 
purfuits fo properly adapted to your naturn. 

We have examined a variety of 
Flowers, Plants, Trees, &c. and find 
them all moft wonderfully formed to -
anf wer th"' purpofes they feem to 
have been defigned for; likewife the 
Elements, Fire, Air, Earth, and 
Water, a·nd every thing that the 
Earth and Sea contain. Animals 
are Hill more curious, and we have 
difcovered that they are of a N atu_re 
f uperior to Y egetables, or any in-

animate 



animate production of the Earth ; 
that every one is fnrnifhed with what 
is neceffary for its fubfiftence, and has 
as much knowledge as it has occafion 
for, in order to preferve itfelf from 
harm, and to take care of 1ts young, 
as long as they ftand in need of ailift~ 
ance. 

But you fee, my Dear, that there is 
no living Creature which refemblea~us. 
Every thing appears to have been made 
in fame rneafure for our ufe, and we 
are able to apply them to our pur-
_pofes; therefore Man is properly 
called, the Lord of the Creation. 

In many refpecl:s indeed we feen1 
to be inferior to Animals, for numbers 
of them exceed us in ftrength, f wift .. 
nefs, fight, hearing, fmelling, and o­
ther particulars ; let us therefore en­
deavour to find what it is that raifes 
us above them. The fubject is very 
important, therefore p~ay give me 

, 

your 
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your attention, and I doubt not, but 

you will under!tand me. 

Man at firfr is a little helplefs In­

fant, unable to affift himfelf in the 

leail ; and were he not attended with 
the moft tender and affidi.10us care, 

would periih miferab1y with cold, 

hunger, and nakednefs : what would 

become of little Willi am, think you, 

if there was no perfon to clothe, feed, 

or take care of him ? 
The young of other Animals have 

in general warm Furs or Feathers, are 

able foon to provide for themfelves, 

and to do all that their nature re­

quires ; but it is a long while before a 

Child can take care of himfelf, for he 

does not even know, till experience 

teaches him, that Fire will bu rn::-. 

Water drown him, and a thou fand o­

ther things neceffary for his prefer­

vation. 
How-



However, he keeps gaining ftrength 
and knowledge every day; in a ihort 
time has the ufe of Speech, is able to 
diftinguifh one perfon from another, 
takes notice of every thing he hears, 
fees or touches, and is foon fuperior in 
underftanding, to the moft fagacious 
animal in the World; though ftill very 
far from poffeffing either the Strength 
or Knowledge of a Man . 
. You cannot remember, Charlotte, 

the time when you were fuch a little 
Child as William, but can recollect 
that you were not always fo big as you 
are now; you, I hope will continue to 
grow and learn; but do you think 
that Tray has grown at all, or learned 
any thing lately ? . And as for your 
Canary-Bird, does not he fing the fame 
notes, over and over again ? You 
may obferve _that there are Children of 
various fizes, and have, even in your 
fhort Life, feen thofe who we~e great' 
Boys and Girls, attain the height of 

Men 
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lv!en and Women : You have fetn 
Kitte_ns grow to Cats ; Puppies to 

Dogs; Chickens to Fowls: in our 
growth then we refemble the Animals, 
only we are a much longer time be­
fore we attain our full fize. 

We are lik~ them too, with refpecl: 
to Flefh, Bones, Skin, Blood, Eyes, 
Ears, Teeth, Legs, Feet, and many 
other particulars. 

We as well as the Brutes, _Birds, 
Fifhes, and Infects, are kept alive by 
eating and drinking. Our Body, as 
well as their's, when it has attained its 
full proportion, improves no more, 
and in the courfe of a few Years, when 
Old Age comes on,. grows feeble, 
the fkin ilir.ivels,. the Teeth drop Olllt, 

there is a v ifible decay of Na cure, 
which at laft finks under infirmity and 
dies; the Body is then buried, and 
turns to duft a-nd allies ; and were it to 
be mingled with chat of Dogs and 

Cats, 



Cats, or the meaneft of Animals, could 
not be diftinguiihed f;om them. 

1'his would be a melancholy fiory, 
if it were the whole of the Hiftory of 

Humankind; but I hope to convince 
you prefently, that we have fomething 
in us that never dies ; for it is a cer­

tain truth, that we have Souls as well 
as Bodies, and fhat the Soul continues 
to live after the Body is dead. 

I can defcribe the parts of the Body 
to you, for they are vifible to the Eye ; 
but the Soul cannot be feen. You 
may however foon convince yourfelf, 
that you have fomething in the Body 
very different from it. 

Look at the Animals ; they can 
like us, eat, drink, walk, fieep ; like 
them, ( as I faid before) we muft be 
fuftained with Food, or our Bodies 
would peri!h. lt is the Body then 
that eats, drinks, walks> ileeps, and 
at laft dies. 

Now 
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Now have you not found then 
whilft your Body was perfectly at reft, 
when you were fitting by yourfelf,. 
that you could · recollect a hundred 
things which you had formerly heard 
or feen? Cannot you contrive what 
you will do, even years hence per­
haps? Do not you fometimes feel joy,. 
at others, forrow? Cannot you wiih 
and refolve? If you fee any thing in 
pain or diil:refs, do not you feel com­
paffion for it? You can underfiand 
~hat other People fay to you, and in­
form them what you like or di.flike; 
can every day learn to know fomething 
more ; can fay to yourfelf, how can 
f uch and fuch things be fo and fo? 
and then think about them, rill per­
haps withouf being told, you difcover 
what you want to be informed of. 
Or fhould it be a fubjeB: above your 
capacity, you can afk information of 
others, make them know your mean­
ing, and underftand their explanation 
of things. Now 
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Now thefe operations of the Soul 
are infinitely q.bove what the mofr fa­
gacious Animal is capable of. They 
j uft know how to provide for them­
ielves, that is to fay, to feek for food 
and to eat it; to take a tender care 
of their little ones, for a certain time ; 
and to ufe thofe Wea pons, of defence 
which they are furnifhed with, againft 
their natural enemies; but are no 
wifer, at Twenty years old, than at 
Twenty Months. 

You do not fee them examining any 
thing in nature any farther than to 
look and f mell at it, in order to difco­
ver whether. it is good for them to eat. 
You never hear them converung to­
gether, and telling their thoughts and 
opinions, as mankind do ; becaufe 
they have not thinking Souls. They 
have not REASON, they cannot invent 
Arts and Sciences. Every Bird of the 
fame kind buiids its nefr alike, which 
ihews that they do not think as we 

do ; 
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clo; for if they did, there would be 
variety in their Works. 

Mankind are for ever producing 
new and curious Inventions. There 
is fcarcely any thing in Nature, buc 
one perfon or other can make an in­
genious \Jfe of it: For infl:ance, what 
Animal in the World could have made 
this Watch :1 fee how extremely curr­
ous the inlide of it is. If I were capa­
ble of explaining its entire confl:ruc­
tion, you would not be abl.e to under­
ftand it. Thus much you can how­
ever comprehend, that it is cornpofed 
of a number of Wheels and .other 
parts ;. here is a delicate fteel chain; 
there is a Spring ; here a Pendulum;. 
now ail thefe things together, when it 
has been woond up by the Key, till 
the Chain is all wound upon that part, 
keep in motion cill the Chain gets all 
on this place, which is twenty-four 
Hours. Under the G lafs you fee is a 
Dial-plate, with the twelve hours 

mark-
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marked on it, and little dots between; 
.each of which ftands for a Minute. 
There are two hands moved by the 
.Spindle which comes up in the mid­
dle; that is put in motion by the 
Works withinfid-e. Theie hands point 
out, one the Hour of the Day., the o­
ther the part of the Hour which has 
elapfed at the time you look at the 
Wat.ch.. The -fhorteft hand only 
moves fr.om on.e large figure t.o ano­
ther in one hour, .the other goes from 
tw.elve to twelve in the fame time, 
which is fixty minutes, fo that you 
may always know what time of the 
Day or Night it is, by looking at the 
Watch: Indeed you have long been 
able to tell what it is o'clock, and 
therefore 1 ihall fay no more about it: 
but do not you think that the making 
fuch a machine required a great deal of 
thought and concriva.nce? 

If we had only Bodies void of 
Thought, as the Animals have, no 

fuch 
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fuch thing could ever · have been-
made; rm, not fo much as a Chair or 
·a Table : for without the power of 
thinking, we could not have applied 
the Creatures to our ufe. 
, Now if we _think it neceifary to do 
what we can to nourifh and preferve 
thefe Bodies, which are of fo •perifbable 
a nature, that they may be cut off in a 
moment, or if they efcape from being 
deihoyed by Difeafes or Accidents, 
·will rnoft certainly decay with Old 
Age, and fink into the Grave, is it not 
of in.finite confequence to us to ftudy 
-what we can do for the Soul, which I 
hope I have convinced you is fo much 

, fuperior to the Body. 

I told you that the Soul ihall live 
for ever ; I can with equal truth aifure 
you, that it depends on ourfelves whe­
ther it iha11 be happy or mif~rable to 
all Eternity, that is, for a life without 
end. ' 

I have 
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I have of ten, my Dear, inf or med 

:you, that there is a Divine Being call­
ed Goo) who made you and all things 
i n the World ; and- you know I have 
taught you to pray to him Night and 
Morning. I forbore to fay much to 
you concerning him, becaule I knew 
·the fubject was too fublime for your 
tender Mind. I flatter myfelf, you 
.are now able to underftand me, and 
am eager to tell you of his Goodnefs. 
Young as you are, I think I can con-_ 
vince you, that there really is a God. 

Suppofe you had found a Watch, 
.difcovered its ufe, and how admirably 
it was adapted to ferve tfue purpofe,. 
could you fuppofe that it had made it .. 
felf? 

Should you look at a Houfe, could 
you imagine that it grew out of the 
ground, when you have feen Carpen­
ters, Bricklayers, and other Arti­
ficers employed in building it? Now 
what muft you think of the World 

' 
and 



[ 176 ] 

and its productions, of which you 

know we have lately taken a g~eral 

view? 
It is not in the power of the wifeft 

Man in the World to make even a 

blade of Grafs, and ftill lefs muft be _ 

expected from the Animals, which, 

as I have fhewn, are inferior to us. 

It is evident, from the conftrucl:ion of 

every part of Nature, from the nobleft 

to the moft infignificant, that they are 

all admirably formed; they muft 

therefore have been the work of fome 

wife, powerful BEING, infinitely our 

fuperior. We can no oth~rwife ac­

count -for our exiftence, than by fup­

pofing that we are likewife the work 

of his Hand, for we know we did not 

- create ourfelves, nor have we yet 

met with any creature that could 

form us. 
As we did not make ourfelves, nei­

ther can we preferve our Lives. And 

even our REASON, which fo emi­
nently 
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nently diftinguifues us above all other 
Creatures in the World, would be of 
no ufe towards fupplying our bodily 
wants, unlefs the World had been fur..:. 
nifhed with materiats to exercife it with; 
but the World affords us all we want; 
ALMIGHTY Goo has been pleafed 
fo to conftruB: it, that it f urnifhes 
fuftenance for aJl t-he living' Creatures 
it contains; but none have fo large a 
fhare of its Bleffings as Mankind. We 
therefore are· certainly bound to be 
rhankful to our gracious Creator, for 
the innumerable Benefits he has be• 
itowed on us ; but how !hall we find 
a way to pleafe him r 

Do not you think, Charlotte, that 
it would be a happy thing if God 
-w:ould vouchfafe to publifh his will 
to Mankind, and teach us the I?uties 
he requires us to. perform ? This, my 

l - Dear, 



1 
J 

Dear, he has done. The BIBLE con• 
tains all that is necdfary for us to 
know and praftife, and is truly called 
the Word of Gov, though penned by 
l\1en. 

1"" he fir ft five books were written 
by Mofes, and I propofe to tell you 
how he came to write them ; but iliall not relate his whole H

1

ill:ory, as you 
will fhortly read it_ in the Scriptures ; 
only I am ddirons of convincing you, 
that Mofes was commancJecl by the AL­
MIGHTY to write it. 

The People of Ifratl had for a con­
fiderable time been treated in the moft 
oppreffive l\1anner by the Egyptians, 
as you will read in the BrBLE, where 
you will alfo learn how they came to 
be in Egypt. 

GoD ALMIGHTY faw the cruelty 
that: was exercifed upon them by com­
mand of Pharaoh the King, and as 
he \V1ts a very wicked man, refolved 

to 
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to 1nake f uch an example of him, as 
!hould ferve for a leffon to all fucceed­
ing generations ; and at the fame time 
to perform fuch wonderful Works, as 
fuould convince all who heard them 
related, that his Almighty Power is 
able to do ·whatfoever pleafeth him; 
and that as he made all things at fir fr; 
they are frill fubject to his will, and he 
can reward the Good, and punifh the 
vVicked in the moft af1oniD1ing man­
ner. 

Mofes was looking after the Sheep 
of his Father-in-law on the 1.\/Ioun­
tain of Horeb, when f uddenly the 
LORD appeared to him in a Flame of 
Fire, in the midil: of a Bufh, and the 
Bun1 burned with Fire, and was not 
confumed. Mofes knew that it was 
the nature of Fire to deftroy \Vood, 
ther<i°ore he faid, " I will now turn 
,., afide, and fee this great fight, why 
" the Bufh is not burnt." And when 

I 2 the 



r. 180 } 

the LoRD faw, that he turnea a!ide to 
fee, he called unto him out of the midft: 
of the buib, ana faid, "Draw not 
'' nigh hither, for the place whereon 
" thou ftandeft is holy Ground ;'1 

and Mofes hid his Face, for he was 
afraid to look upon Gon. 

The uncommon appearance of a 
Bufh burning with Fire, without being 
confumed, and the awful voice which 
he heard, ftruck him with reverence, 
fo that he dared not continue to look 
towards the place, fearing he fhould 
not be able to bear the fight of fo 
much glory, as feemed to be breaking 
in upon him. 

The great Gon himfelf, my dear 
Charlotte, is of a Nature fo infinitely 
fuperior to ours, that whilfl: we arc: in 
the Body, we cannot poffibly fee him, 
but we may know by· his Works, 

. (thofe 
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(thofe wonderful Works- which I have 
lately been endeavouring to make you 
in fome meafure acquainted with) 
that he is prefent every where, and 
knows all things. But as they are al­
ways before our eyes, we are apt to 
overlook his Hand, therefore when the 
ALMIGHTY had any particularpurpofe 
for ihewing his Power or Goodnefs, it 
was ufual for him to make hisPRESENCE 
evident by fome extraordinary appear­
ance which ihould awaken their at­
tention, and prepare tliem ·to receive 
and execute his Commands ; fome-­
times by ·a bright .and fudden Glory in 
the Heavens, often by altering· the 
courfe of Nature; fometimes by fend­
ing his holy Angels, or good men call­
ed Prophets, to n1ake his Will known , 
to Mankind. 

When the LoR D had by his Glo• 
ry, ·1n·anifefl:ed himfelf to Mofes, he 
commanded him to go to the Peo-

! 3 ple 
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pie of Ifrael, and tell them that h~ 
would ihortly deliver them from their 
prefent A-ffiiftions, and lead them in­
to a Land of Plenty and I--Iappinefs; 
and that he fhould likewife go to 
Pharaoh_, and requeft him to let the 
people go, that they might ferve the 
Lo Rn, for they dared not to ferve 
11im publickly in that Land, as their 
Fathers had done, becaufe the Egyp• 
tians would have killed them for it. 

And Mofes faid, "Who am I that I 
" fhould go unto Pharaoh, and that 
" I fl1ould bring the Children of .If .. 
-'' rael out of Egypt ?" for he was a 
Man who had a very humble opinion 
of his own abilities. And God faid, 
"Certainly I will be with thee." Mofrs 
was fiill apprehenfive, that his Word 
would not be taken on fo important a 
fubjecl:, therefore Go D voucbfafed to 
give him an immediate proof, that he 
would grant him the n1eans of con-. . 

VJDCIDj 



vincing them of his veracity, by per­
forming fuch wonderful things as 
none but the Almighty Power could 
effecr; for he con1manded him to caft 
down a little Rod which he held in 
his Hand to the Ground, which im­
mediately became a Serpent; and he 
was ready to flee from it, when the 
LORD commanded him to take it by 
the tail, and it became a Rod again. 

Then he commanded him to put 
his Hand into his Bofom and pluck it 
out, when he found it covered with 
a Leprofy, which was a filthy J)ifeafe, 
very difficult to cure; but immediate­
ly on his thrufting it into his Bofom 
and taking it out . .again it recovered, 
and was as clear as his other Flefb. 

Then the LoRD commanded l\1ofes 
to go and do the fame before the Chil­
dren of I frae1, and if they were not 
fufficiently convinced by thefe Mira­
cles that he came on God's Errand, 

I 4 to 
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to take fome of the Water out of the 
River, and pour it upon dry Land, 
and it ibould immediately become 
Blood. 

But notwithfta·nding that ·Mof~ 
was fenfible of the immediate Prefence 
of Go D, and faw f uch proofs of his 
Power, he could not get the better of 
the timidity of his temper, and was 
ftill apprehenii,ve that he ibould not 
gain credit from the Ifraelites, be .. 
caufe he faid he was !low of fpeech. 
But the LORD faid, " . Who maketh 
" the dumb, or aeaf, or feeing, or 
" hearing, do not I, the LoRD ? Now 
" therefore go, and I will 'be with thy 
" Mouth, and teach thee what thou 
" {halt fay;" but Mofes continued 
to entreat the Lo RD that another 
Perfon might ~e fent; he was there .. 
fore permitted to take Aaron hi.a 
Brother, and the LORD promifed 
,to put Words rn their Mouths, 

and 
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and teach them what they !hould 
do. 

Then he commanded Aaron, who 
was at a diftant place, to go and meet 

his Brother, who was rejoiced to fee 

him; fo they went together, and a!fem­

bled the principal Perfons amongft, 

the lfratlites, when Aaron f pake the 

Words which the Lo RD had f po ken 
unto Moies, and they wrought the 
Signs of turning the Rod into a Ser­
pent, an<l the Hand becoming Le. 

pro us, before all the People, who 
believed ; and when they heard that 

the LoRD had ieen their Affliction, 

they bowed their [-Ie1ds and wor­

iliipped ; and 'their Htarts overflow " 

ed with Thankfulnefs, I-lope, and 

Joy. 

Afterwards M'ofes and Aaron went 

and told Pharaoh, that the LORD Goo 

I 5 requ1r-
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required that the People of Ifrael 
might be permitted to go and ferve 
him in the Wildernefs; but Pharaoh 
faid, "Who is the LORD, that I !hould 
" obey his voice to let lfrael go ? I 
" know not the LORD, neither will I 
" let Ifrael go;" and he reproved 
Mofes and-Aaron for hindering the 
P eople from their Work, and laid 
feverer taiks on them than· before. 
Goo ALMIGHTY permitted him to do 
fo, that the deliverance he was go­
ing to bring about might appear the 
greater. 

The People however were ex­
tremely dejected, and began to re­
p roach Mofes and Aaron as the au­
thors of thefe new Calamities; and 
Mofr s complained to the LoRD, that 
fince he b ad been in to fpeak unto 
P haraoh, he had done more Evil to 
the People, and that they were not de-
11ivered at all. 

T hey 
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They had already feen fufficient to 

convince them, that Goo was able to 

perform his promife, and the I-Iiftory 

of their Forefathers, Abraham, Ifaac, 

and Jacob, abounded with in fl:ances 

of his loving-kindnefs towards thofe 

who put their truft in him; therefore it 

was a great Crime in them to Doubt; 

but it pleafed the ALMIGHTY to con­

tinue his Favour to them notwith­

ftanding ; and he commanded Mofes 

·to return again, and defire Pharaoh to 

let them go, and if he required a Sign 

that the LoR D had fent them, Mofes 

fhould take his Rod, and it fhouid be­

come a Serpent; and they did fo; but 

they hearkened not unto them; they 

therefore departed, and the next day 

went to him again; when, as the LORD 

commanded him, Aaron ftretched forth 

his Rod over the Waters of Egypt, and 

all the River, and every H:ream of 

, Vater -became Blood ; likewife all 

I 6 that 
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that was in Veffels of Wood or Stone 
in their Houfes, fo that the Egyp­tians could not drink of the Water 
of. the Land; and were greatly dif­
treffed. 

This did not turn the obdurate Heart 0f Pharaoh ; for when Moles 
came again to demand leave of the 
Ifraelites to depart, he ftill refufed. 
So Mofes and Aaron were ordered to 
repeat the demand from day to day ; 
and GoD confl:antly wrought fome great miracle to tefl:ify that they were commiffioned by him. 

But you will read the account of 
them very !hortly yourfelf in the Bible. 
I fhall therefore only fay at prefent, that Pharaoh was at laft fo terrified, 
that he was himfelf urgent for their 
departure, but did not believe and re­pent; for no · fooner were they gone 
than he determined to purf ue them,_ 

and 



and accordingly gathered his Army 
together, and followed them. 

In order to encourage the I fraelites 
to put _ their trufr in GoD, the ALMIGH-

TY made his PRESENCE vijible to them 
in a remarkable Cloud by Day, and 
a Pillar of Fire by Night; wh-ich in 
the beginning went before to direct 
their journey; but when they were 
in dange: of being overtaken by the 
Enemy, removed and flood behind 
them, and was a Light by night to 
the lfradites, bu.t to the Egyptians a 
Cloud of <larknefs. Pharaoh and -his 
Hoft overtook them at the Red ~ea; , 
and there they muft have been en­
tirely deirroyed, but that the LORD 

continued to perform his W-onders for 
them. Mofes ftretched forth his Rod, 
and GOD caufed the Sea to go back by. 
a ftrong Wind, and made a path of 
dry Land in the ' midft of the_ Waters, 

throug~ 
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through which the Ifraelites paffed 
fafel y, having the Waters like a Wall 
on the right-hand and on the left; but 
as foon as Pharaoh and his Hoft were 

got into the midft of the Sea, the 
LoRD faid unto Mofes, "Stretch forth 
" thy Rod," which he did, and the 
Waters clofed in on the Egyptians, 
and they were all drowned. 

I fnall not now relate to you, my 
Dear Charlotte, what afterwards befel 
the Ifraelites. What I have told you 
was with a view to ihew you, before· 
you begin to. read the Holy Scriptures; 
that the V,..T riter of the firft part of 

them was really no common Writer, 
but was commiffioned by Goo to in­
form the Ifraelites of their original, 
and to communicate a fet of Laws 
which they were to obey in order to 
pleafe him. 

After a great variety of events the 

LoRD commanded Mofes to go up to 

Mount Sinai, and there he told him 
to 
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to write the two Tables of Laws which 

are _ frill called the Commandments, 

and make a part of our Duty at 

this time. You know them by heart, 

and I !hall foon explain them 'to 

you. 

Mofes wrote his Five Books, called 

Genefis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 

Deuteronomy, d uriDg the lives of 

the Perfons who had been fo miracu.­

loufly delivered, therefore had they 

not been H:riclly true, they could riot 

pofiib]y have gained credit; for how 

could any Man perfuade fuch a mul­

titude to think that they had been de­

livered from Bondage, pa:ffcd through 

the mid fl: of the Sea, heard the voice of 

God fpeaking unto them in Thun­

der, beheld his Glory which fo greatly 

affeB:ed them, that they entreated hot 

to fee it a fecond time, left they fhould 

die: Could, I fay., any Man in his 

fenfes have been prevailed on to let 
thofe 

I 
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thofe things pafs for Truth if he knew 
them to b,e falfe; .ind would they 
have been perfuaded to fet apart par­
ticular Days in the y; ear in remem­
brance of what had never happened? 
Now, it is moft certain, that the Ifrae­
lites did believe the relations of Mofes, 
obferve the Laws he gave them, and 
commemorated the Mercies they had 
received, and taught their Children 
to do the fame, with their Reafons 
for doing fo. Many of thefe Laws 
and Ceremonies are kept by the Jews 
(who are defcendants of the Ifraelites) 
to this very Day, and will continue 
to be fo till they all become Chrif­
uan~1 

I have much to fay to you con-
cerning the Jews, but !hall be better 
underftood when you read in the Bible · 
who they were. I hope, Charlotte, 
you are dif po fed to believe tha t M ofes 
was not a deceiver, but really fent 

fro m 
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from God ; we will therefore to• 

morrow begin ·to read the H o L Y 

B 1 BL E, al)d I hope you will daily in-

- creafe in the knowledge of Gop, and 

ever continue his true and faithful 
Servant, and then you will be intitled, 

through his infinite Goodnefs and Mer. 

cy, to a never-ending Life of perfect 

Joy_and Happinefs. 

l • 

f I N: I S. 
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COMPREHENSION OF YoUNG MINDS. 

Partil'.u]arly calculated 

To facilitate the STUDY of the HOLY SCRIP­
TURES in SCHOOLS and FAMILIES, and to 
render this important Brnnch of EDUCATION 
eafy to the TEACH ER, and pleafing to the 
-PUPIL. 

By Mrs. T RI M M E R. 

The following Advertifeme_nt is extracled from 
the Conclu_jit;n of the above Work. 

HAVING with the utmo!t care and atten-
tion brought down this work to the 

time of our SA VIOUR's birth, I mufr take a 
ihort leave of my readers, as the NEW 
TESTAMENT with Annotations is not yet 
ready for publication.; but I propofe to 

complete 



[ 11 ] 

complete it with as much expedition as is 

confiftent with the importance and difficulty 

of the undertaking. 

I cannot clofe this volume without ear• 

ndHy e1:1treating thofe perfons who have the 

care of youth to favour my defign with their 

particular confideration before they reject it as 

too voluminous and ex pen five; fince it j5 

evident, from the impiety and immorality of 

the .age, th at the ufual methods of communi­

cating the fidl: ·principles of Chriftian~ty" 

t.0 young minds are . frequently ineffectual. 

Were the SCRIPTURES properly explained, 

and fujjicientlyenforced in the courfe of education, 

they would infallibly prouuce the mofr falu- · 

tary and beneficial effeB:s, as they contain 

a fyftem o( moral: ty derived from the foun­

tain of div-ine truth, which would ferve as a, 

Jlandard whereby to regulate the j"udgment 

in other ftudies, refpeB:ing the examples 

which are worthy of imitation, and .the fen­

timents which m~y be fafely adopted. Aa 

early acquaintance with thofe glorious pro­

mifes which give hopes of immortal .happi­

nefs, and with thofe heavenly precepts 

which infiruet us how to obtain it, would 

furely be the befr fecurity again!l the dan-
gerous 
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· geir:ms allurements of a vicious and diffipat­
ed world: Thus inftrutl:e<l, our Youth 
would no longer fall an eafy prey to the In­
fidel and the Scoffer, nor dare with pro­
fane lips to deride the facred Word of God. 

This work was compiled with a view to 
facilitate the acquifition of Chriftian Know­
ledge in Schools and Families-, without en­
groffing the time neceffary to be employed 
in the attainment of claffical and other po­
lite accomplifhments, or without interrupt­
ing the performance of domeftic duties., 
The cuftom which too g.enerally prevails, to, 
the misfortune of the rifing gen·eration? of 
difcontinuing the daily ufe of the · BIBLE, 
will, I fear, operate again ft me; but thofe 
who reverence the ScRIPTUREs, will 'p~r­
h;ips be induced to honour my performance' 
with a place at leafl: in their School Libra­
raries, and receive it as an humble affifiant 
to their Sunday evening's inftrutlion. 

Some perfons entertain an idea, that every 
religious work, intended for the 'ufe of young 
readers, iliould be jhort and concife; but if I 

- may, without being thought• arr.ogant, pre­
fume on the experience of many rears, I will 
venture to fay, that at an early age, chil­

dren 
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<lren may be invited to dwell with plcafure 

on every' part of Sacred Htjlorj ; nor do I 
believe it is poffible to give them that love 

for divine fubjeB:s, which is neceffary· in or­

der to ma.ke their duty their delight, with­

out a particular explanation of the great 

chain of events, from the Creation to the Re­

demption of mankind, as related in the BIBLE. 

To a neglect of this may reafonably be im­

puted the deplorable ignorance of numbers 

in fpiritual concerns, who, in refpect to hu­

man affairs, are well infiruB:ed. 

I have already offered my reafons for 
giving the hifrory in the very words of the 

inf pi red writers, and hope it will be found, 

from this circum!hnce, preferable to the 

ufual r ubfiitutes, denominated Hijlories if the 

Bible, &c. For even admitting th_at compi­

lations of this nature may be executed with 

the utmofl: elegance of human arr, yet the 

very befl: muft fall infinitely ·ihort of their 

divine original, degrade the fublime fu bject, 

which no language but that of holy infpira­

tion can fui~; and, by fatisfying curiofity, 

rather tend to draw the mind from the Scrip­

tur.es than to conduct it to them, 

In feleB:ing from the contents of the 

facred volume, .I have attempted to difplay 

the 
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the infinite perfection of the divi11e attri~ 
butes, as well as the peculi?,r beauty of the 
hifiorical parts of the Holy Scriptures, and 
their connecl.-ion with the prophetic writ­
ings, fo neceffary to b,e known, in order to 
the right underfl-anding of the doB:rines of 
Chrifiianity; which I truH will render it 
µfeful to fuch perfons al Co as have not time 
to ftudy larger works, or are defiitute of the 
means of procuring -them. 

In the Annotations I have fiudioufly en .. 
deavoured to avoid whatever might ten·d to 
puzzle the mind, or raife doubts and ob­
jeB:ions. In the -Supplemental part I have 
carefully reftrained m_yfelf from expatiating 
too largely on the hiftory of thofe nations 
which were connetl:ed with the Jews, think­
ing it befi to keep the attention fixed to the 

principal objeB:~ 
Accufiomed to meet with indulgence from 

the candid public, I promife myfelf a conti­
nuance of it; and fuall exert my bcft endea ... 
vours to execute the fubfequent part of this 
work in fuch a manner as to convey a com­
prehenfive knowledge of the doB:rines of 
Chriftianity, and the .character and example 
of our bleifed SAVIOUR. 

Brentford, 
clJJril 15, 1783, 

• ) I 
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Saint Paul's Church-yard. 
I. A LITTLE SPELLING BooK for young 

Children, intended to precede the 
Ufe of Mrs. Barbauld's Leffons, Price 6 d. 

II. Mrs. BARBAULn's LESSONS for Chil­
-dren from two to fo4r Years of Age, in four 
Part&, Price 6 d. ea-ch, or 2 s. 6 cl. bound to. 
gether. 
III. Mrs. BAREAULD's Hymns in Profe for / 

Children, I s, 
IV. AF ATHER's INSTRUCTIONS to his 

Children : Confifiing of Moral Tales, Fa­
bles, and R efleclions, defigned to promote 
a Love of Truth, a Tafte for Knowledge, 
and an early Acquaintance with the Works 
of Nature. By Thomas.Percival, M. D. 
F._R. and A. S.S. 4s, bound. N. B. The 
firft Part may be ha~ alone, price 2 s. 6 d. 
bound. 

V. The SPEAKER: Or Mifcellaneous 
Pieces, feleB:ed from the beft Writers, an d 
dif pofed under proper Heads, with a View 
to facilitate the Improvement of Youth in 
Reading and Speaking. To which is pre­
fixed, An Eifay on Elocution, By W .. 
ENFIELD, LL. D. 3 s. 6 cl. bound. 

VI. EXERCISES in ELOCUTION; felecled 
from the beft Authors, and difpofed under 
proper Heads, with a View to facilitate the 
Improvement of Youth in Reading and 
Speaking, as well as to lead young Perfons 
into fome Acquaintance with the moft valu­
able Writers, and imprefs upon their Minds 

the 
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the Sentiments of Honour and Virtue; in­
tended as a Sequel to a Work, entitled, 
The Speaker. By W. ENFIELD, LL. D. 
3 s. 6 d. bound. -

VII. BIOGRAPHICAL SERMONS; _ or a 
Series of Difcourfes on the principal Cha­
racters mentioned in Scripture, viz. Abra­
ham, Jacob, Jofeph, l\tlofes, Job, David, 
Daniel, St. Peter, St. Paul, and Jefus Chrifr, 
By w. ENFIELD, LL _ D. 

The Author has adopted this Mode of 
Add refs not merely dn Account of its No­
velty, but from an Expectation that the in­
tereHing Scenes which it bas given him an 
Opportunity of de[cribing, will engage the 
Feelings of his Readers in Favour of Vir­
tue> and alfo with a View to lead young 
Perfons into a Habit of making ufeful Re­
fleB:ions on the Actions and Characters of 
Men, whether reprefented in the Pages of 
Sacred or Civil Hifiory, or exhibited in real 
Life. 

VIII. The LIFE of Mr. THOMAS FIR­

MIN, Citizen of London. By the Rev. J. 
CoRNISH, 2 s. bound. 

IX. The STUDENT'·s PocKET DICTI• 
oNARY; or a ·Compendium of Univerfal 
Hifiory, Chronology, and Biogra_phy, from 
the Creation to the prefent Time. In two 
Parts. Part L Containing the mofr im­
portant Events of Sacred and Profane Hif­
tory. Part IL A concife Account of the 
Live~ of the mofi eminent l\tlen of every Age 
and Country, in every Rank ancl Profeffion . 
By T. MoR TIMER, Efq; 3 s. 6 d. 
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