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JOU~ Vl. 12. 

Gather up the fragments, that nothing 1.Jc lor;l. 

,.J""HE end of a 11 -instruction is to CIJ.a.blc people ·to 
instruct themselves. "\Vi1h tl,is view allow me 

to inform you how to edify yonrsdvc~ by interprl'tin~ 
- Scripture, which you rea<l, by the world in which 
- you ii \·e;· and which yon cy·ery <lay see. 

All the comfort WC deri vc from the gospel is on 
supposition the gospel is true·: hut we are 11ot io sup
pose the gospel is true wiU10ut examining whether it 
be so. Now what are we to examine it by? Sup
pose I should give you a letter, and require you to 
determine whose hand-writing it was, wba.t would 
you say? We cannot tell, s~y you, by this single 
paper, we must compare it with other papers. Sup
pose by comparing it with some of your landlord's 
receipts, I sboukl observe, that every word, and. 
every lefter, and every mark and flourish ~ere alike, 
in_ both, what woul<l you say t~1~n? Yon would, 
allow, for you know your landlord's lrnnd, that he 
wrote the letter, and especiaUy as all the contents· 
agree with his known character. 

No~ ap1:ily this: 1 bring you a history of the 
glad ti.dings of an exemplary Saviot1r written by a ' 
'Jew, named John, who says, God employed him 
to write it; an<l who adds that the Saviour ·was lili:e· 
God, ancl we must be like him. Am I to believe 
him? Y cs, certainly, if I find that his book agrees 
·with the- works ·and the character of God, as I 

~ lrnve remarked it in a world, whic.h I am sure he 
created : but not else. _ 

Let us try. Jesus fed· a multitude. This is liJ~~· 
God, who hath filled the world with mouihs, rnH.~ 
who daily fills the mouths of all with 10.eat, 
and we should feed onr fa.milie&, as he fed his. Jesus 

A 2 ·' 



_,,, E 4 ) 

taught frugality, and hade his servants, gatlzer up 
the fragments, that nothing be lost. Another cha~ 
rader of God, who,. amidst all the profusions of his 
bounty, hath so constituted the world, that there
should be no waste, and there is none. A prophet 
says, the Creator weighed the dnBt, and measured 
the water, when he made the world. He calculated 
to a nicety, an<l so much fire, so much water, so 
much air, and so on, went to make up such a world 
as this. The_ first quantity is---here still, and though 
man can gather arid scatter, move, mix, and un
mix, yet he can destroy nothing ; the putrefaction 
of one thing is a preparation for the being, and the 
bloom, and the beauty of another. Thus a tree 
gathers nourishment from its own fallen leaves, when 
they decay. Something gathe'l's up all fragments, 
and not/zing is lost. · 

Observe what passes in your own yaids. The 
taske1· in the barn takes dmvn a floor of wheat-

/ sheaves, and threshes. The head-com be throws 
and dresses, and puts up for market. The tail he 
-screens, and fans> and ries, or rids of its dust and 
rubbish, to grind for the use of the family. The 
chaff' he carries to the horses, t11c &traw he tnrns out 
for litkr for the catiJe, and manure for another crop.· 

' l\1ark how the small stock tnn~ the straw over and 
over, bent out every grain thnt escaped the flail, 
and sprea<l abroad all the ruhbish, one class picking 
up the wheat-, another the wild oats, a third the 
seeds of darnel , and other weeds, at1d all f0 ·athering 
up the fragments that nothing be lost. Jenee we 

say, these animals live upon nothing, and there is 
no .\'vaste i.u a well-stocked farm-yard. vYe mean, 
A!mighty · God hath created for the 110nour -of his 
goodness, and tor the comfort of, our lives, a set of 
animals on purpose to put every particle to use, and 
_to turn, .as it were, the whole mass of dead matter 
into animal life. One of ·old said, go to the ant, 
thou sluggard/ ·we say, go to the fowls, thou unthrift; 
or rather, go to the Creator of fowls and ants, antl 
learn tlrnt the voice that made the world spoke the 
text; gather up the fragment:,,, that nothing ue lost. 

w·c are, then, to cousider frugality as an imita:. 
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ti.on of Christ, and of God. To be frugal is to re• 
semble both. I shall not detain you loug : b .1t a'i 
frugality lies all alollg-side of coretou ness, -v.-c n u~t 
guard the path, lest we shoulJ ~tep over thr line: 
and as we are apt to loiter even in a right road, we 
must try to animc.lie ourselves. \Ve \.Yill therefore 
observe what frugality is, a .. nd z;;1;;.!J ,re hould prac
tise it. 

Let us be frugal in our dress. Clothes arc for the 
safety, or ornament of the body. Becoming orna
ments may be allowed to youth; but ornamnnb bc·
come none except the handsome. To all others or
naments only attract people's eyes to behold infirmity 
and ugliness. Adorn yonr persons with nnturnl 
fiowurs, they are cheap and perfect: or adorn your--
selves with good, not gaudy 11cctll work of your 
mvn. N cat work, on a ground of cleanliness, set off 
,vith the natural charms of imwccnce. and virtue, 
is a character to a young ,vorna11, ,~ hich all her 
neighJJours can read. Most of us need 011ly stncly 
the safoty of our health in our <lrc~s. vV c 1:ihoLtld 
adapt this to ~ur circumstances; we should buy them , 
and wear them, and repair thc1h witho11L wnstc, ancl 
without a passion for fashion and finery. To he
neat and clean, and dressed in habits fit ior our cru .... 
-})loyments, is the true dcccury of a pJaincounLryman. 

1,ct us be frne-al in our diet. The cud of taki1w v ,--:, 

food is the preservation of heaH11. If food doth a11y 
thing more than keep us well, it docs too much . .ln 
the long hot days of Jt.-uvc5t, ,vc req1 tire much 
nourishment, becanse we expend much streJ1gth :. 
but the plenty tuat abow ,ds then should not tempt 
us to intemperance. Enough of a plain, chenp, 
,rholesome diet to keep 11s in perfect health, ct nd 
equal to our work, is a.11 that is requisite : nm shoulcl 
we waste food or drink, for winter follow s on the 
heels of harvest. Let us be frugal in our furniture,, 
and not gratify a. passion, excited in a ma'iket to '. :n, 
of filling our houses with expensive and uH..:le~s l u 1 :1 ◄ 
ber. There is a fitness between tlte bou~c and iLs 
furniture. .Strong, 1-1 ~eful things, plain, wholeancl 
cheap, become the situation ancl the circum~tnnces 
of inhabitants of villages. J 
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Let us be thrifty of our• nwney. There is a cer• 
fain skill, whicl.l_our forefathers used to cn1l a knack, 
an c1rt of doing things, and ii is remarkably seen in 
mnny poor women's laying out the earnings of their 
hnsbJ.nds. Cull it what we will, it is one of the 
highest qualifications of a p.oor man's wife, and 
nothing contributes more to the ease of his living 
than this female accom11lishmcnt. How she reckons 
I cannot tell: but she keeps out of debt, Jives in 

- cleanliness and-plenty, and can always spare half- a 
dozen turvcs to warm a cold sick neighbour's cor•
<linl. She says, my husband's harvest-wages clothe 
liimself and the children, my gleaning pays the 
shoemaker, the orchard pays my rent, the garden 
does this, the flail 1)rocurt>s tbnt, the children:rs 
spinning-wheels yidcl so and so ; and, good heart! 
she crowns all by saying, Bless the Lord, 0 my 
soul, and forget not all his benrjts. He forg'i'vdh 
till thine iniquities, and healctfl al~ thy diseases. Ef e 
r-Nleemeth thy l~(e from, destruction, and crownet!t 
thtP zlitlz lo-cing kindness , cmd tende_r rnercies . He 
satidieth thy mouth u:ith good things', so that thy 
youth is renerted like the eagles. Bless the Lord, 0 
my_ soul! Bfrss the Lord in all places of his dominion-. 

Let us be frugal of our time, and not spare one 
110ur in th.e year for iclkncss or vice. Let us hus
band onr strength, and n0t waste it in violenf, im
prudent, and unnecessary exertions . Let us be 
economists with. our reason n.ml passions. Let us 
leave others to wrangle about trifies, and let us save 
aJl our strn1gth for the manly subjects of a Briton 
and a Christian . Let us I abituatc ourselves to un
derstand and to defend this great truth , the founda
tion ofgovernmenta11d goot.l order: Righfrousness 
exalteth q nation; but sin i's a reproaf'h tr;; any people. 
Let us-know how to reason for · religion, the mighty 
acts of the Lord. Let us not waste our passious 
upon improper objects. L et us reserve fear for Gorl, 
love for justice, despair for happiness in sin, anJ 
bope for a blessed immortality. 

I do think, I nrny leave off. You all.know, or 
may know of one another whJ; you should be frugal . 
. One can say, if you be not frugal, you will be 

, 
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naked, and cold, and poor, and hungry, and with
out a fri end to pity you : another will ay, if yon 
be wasteful, you will excite the indignat10n of all 
your neighbours for your barbarous t reatment of 
your wife and chil<lrcn. The over eers will ju Hy 
.reproach you, when you ask for relief, and the rest 
oftl.Je poor will think your supply pilfered from tl.H.:i.r 
scanty tables. Others will tell you, your wa&tefu]
ness deprives you of all the joy of doing goo<!, and 
all the honour of giving the p ari h an example of 
virtue. vV e all say you are not like Jesus Christ, 
and you are a scandal to his name. B ut ~vhat n ill 
the Judge say at the last <ln.y ? ..• The clock strikes ... 
Depart .... Peace be with you .... The fir t q11arter of 
an hour you can spare, bid one of your children 
rrad to you the sixteenth of Luke; it begins ilrn s, 
And he said also unto hi.~ disciples, there was a Cfi'~ 

lain rich man·, which had a steward, and the same 
was accused unto him, that lze had wasted his goods • 
. ... Let us say the Lord's prayer, and depart. 

II. COVETOUSNESS~ 

JOSHUA vii. 21. 
When I saw among the spoils a goodly Ba~y1onisk 

£·annent, and two lzundi"ed shekels of sitver, and 
a wedge of gold of .fifty sl1ekels weight, then I 
co-ceted them, and took them, and -behold, I he.!J 
are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and 
the sih:er under it. 

LAST month we spoke of frugality, now let us 
i11rn our attentio11 to covetousness ; for, as we 

have often said, there is only a thin partition between 
the last step of virtue ,.mcl the first of vice. Justice 
carried too far becomes cruelty ; and excessive fru
gality is parsimony, or covetousness. 

The ma n in the text, in one view, it. should seem 
at fi rst sight, was an object of pity ; for gold and 
silver, a nd fine clothes, to be had for carriage, 
formed a great temptation. Hence arises a, question, 
,vhy doth Providence put in our way such agreeable 
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ooJects, and ,yet forbid us to touch them? Let us 

give glory to God by acknowledging, that by such 

means ·we are exerciselJ; first as creatures to discover 

the natural gnmdeur of our own passions 7 the in

competence of the world to·make us_happy, and, if 

' mason be not asleep, the all sufficiency of God. Next, 

these exercises try us as servants, and by the emo

tions of depraved passions we become acquainted 

with the natural rebellion of an evil heart, that dis

putes dominion with God. By these we.learn to. 

abhor ourselves, and repent in dust and ashes. By 

~bese we discoyer the wisdom of him, who taught 

us to pray, Our.Father, lead•us not into temptation. 

By an habitual deadness to 'these, because God 

commands it, we discover the true religion of a re 0 

newed mind, and enter on the enjoyment of conscious 

rectitude, a preference of virtue, the felicity of 

heaven. · 
Why then do we blame Achan ? Because he was. 

not a boy, for none but men abC?ve t-'\venty bore arms, 

and he was old enoug1:i to know-that he ongbt not 

to have disobeyed his general, or 11is God. Ile 0 

cause he was a.Jew, and of the tribe of Judah, and 

had _been brought up in the nu_rture and admonition 

of the LorcL Because he must have heard what 

mischief the golden calf, the iniquity of Peor, and 

the murmuring· at Kadesh, had brought upon his 

countrymen. ~ecause he knew God had expressly 

forbidden plunder. Had he exercised his under

standing, some or all these reasons wou)d have cooleu 

his passion for perquisites. In like manner we say 

of ourselves. -vv c have temptations and passions ; 

· but \re pave reason, too, to resist them. vVe have 

passions·; but 1,ye have ha.cl a. Christian education,. ,...., 

and have been apprized of iqe danger of grnt.ifying ' 

them., . We have passions; but we have eyes rmd 

ears, and live among peopie, who daily <lie for gra~ 

tifying the same passions which we feel.. ·we covet; 

hut God says, thou shalt not CO'Vet 1:.my thing that is 

thy neighbour's. ' 
To covet is to desire beyon,d due b0unds~ God 

11ath set these due bounds. He hath bounded pas

sion by reason,. arid reason by religion and the llil.• 
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ture of things: If a· man of twenty years of agt>, 
to whom Providence hath given bot_h reason aud pas
sions, should lay aside his reason, and make m,e of 
only his passions, he would act as preposterously as 
if, having both legs and arms, he should resolve to 
'\Yalk with his leg-s but never to make the least use of 
J1is arms. ..May I say ? Yes, let me say, reason is 
intended. to poise the passiolls, and to prevent a fall. 
Perhaps all this is too general ; let us in a short de
taif shew the unreasonableness of covetousness. 

Covetousness is U'i?just. Let the prince enjoy the 
privilege of his birth ; let the man, who bath ha
zarded his life for wealth, possess it in peace ; let the 
industrious enjoy tbe fruit of his labour; to transfer 
their property to myself without their consent, and 
without . putt~ng something as good in the place 
would be an act of injustice. Only to covet is to · 
wish to be unjust. 

Covetousness is cruel. A man of this disposition 
is obliged to harden his heart against a thousand 
plaintive voices; volces of poor, fatber1ess, sick, 
aged and bereaved people in distress ; voices that set 
ffi[Ul...Y an eye a tickling, but which make no impres• 
sion on a covetous man. 

Covetousness 1s ungrateful. A covetous old man 
. was once a child ; has he no feelings of gratitude for 
his nurses; or, if they be dead, ·has. he none for other 
poor wom~n now employed in nursmg __such as he 
was, and whose tenderness and care will never be 
half paid for ? He was once in business ; hath he no 
fcilings of gratitude for the old servants, who assisted 
him to get his wealth ; or, if they be dead, are 
none of their children or grand-childn;n left in want~ 
Shall the whole worlcllabour foi: this old miser, one 
iofoed him, another to guard l)im, and all to make him 
hi-tppy, and shall he resemble the barren earth, that 
returns nothing to him that dre~seth it? This i'"{ a, 
black ingratitude . . 
. Covetousness is a foolish vice ; it destroys a man 1s 

reputation, makes every body suspect him for a 
thief, and watch him; it breaks his rest, fills hirn 
·with.care and anxiety, excites the ava:rice of a rob., 
ber, and the indig11ation of a house.breaker; it en .. 
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dangers his lffc, and, depart how he will, he dies 
unblessed and unpiticcl. 

Covetousness is unprecedented in a11 our examples 

of virtues. The Scripture shews lls many sorts of 

good men; and ho11estly acknowledges 1 heir faults. 

One spoke unadvisedly with liis lips, another cursed 

and wore, a third was in a passion; and a fourth 

committed adultery: but which of the saints ever 
lived in a habit of covetousness! It is Judas, ·,\>·ho 
l1a11ged himself, and not such as Peter, ,vhom co• 

vetous men imitate. 
· Covetousness is idolal1y. It. is the idolatry of 
the heart, where, as in a temple a rni!)crable wretch 

excludes God, sets up gold instead of him, and 

places that confidence in it, which belongs to i.he 
great Supreme alone. The fears and the hopes, the 

sorrows and the joys of a miser hover about his idol, 

as the spirits of.the just wait round the throne of 

God. In effect, the blasphemy of such a criminal -

agdresscs tbnt to gold, which good men say to God, 
whom have I in hea-cen but thee .2 ancl there is nothing 

upon earth that I desfre besides thee. 
After all ibis we affect to wonder, that Goel should 

choose to give us one example of the punishment of 

such a sinner. "\Ve are not shocked at Providence, 

when we see a miser starve lJ imsclf to death : but 

should the judge of the" world prevent bis killing 
himself, and choose to make him edify the world by 

his death, after he haJ. scandalized it by his life, wL.y 

should we be astonished? This man in the text was 

doomed to be burnt, but not alive; he was therefore 

first stoned to death, then consumed by fire along 

with his• accor.:Jplices,_i_tnd his plunder, and the 

p lace ·was called, as the place of every miser deserves 

to be called, the1.:a{ley of trouble to this day. 
Achan, and all such as he, cause a great deal of 

t~le, and to pass _every thing cbc, let us only 
observe what covetous men do with their wealth: 

Behold-it is hid in the earth in the midst of my tent. 
Ob~crve a m iser with hts bag. With what an 

arch and jealous leer the wily fox creeps steal hily 
about nml about to ea1lh his prey! He hath not a 

friend iu the worl<l, and judging of others by him-
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sclf, he thinks there is not an honest man upon 
earth, no, not one that can be truste<l. Doth it not 
vex an ingenuous soul to see such an image of a 
beast in the shape of a man? Disgust fol triumph; 
Btlw{d it is hid in the earth in the mid t of my ter1t. 

Remark his cautiou. He turns his back on his 
idol, trudges . far away, looks lean, and hangs all 
about his own skeleton ensigns of poverty, never 
avoiding people in real distress, but always comfort
ing himself with the hope, that nobody knows of 
his treasure, and that therefore nobody expects any 
assistance from Lim. How vexatious to any upright 
soul to see a wretch feeding on falsehood, and re
volving in his memory by way of pleasure, Behold, 
it is hid in the earth in the midst of my tent. 

Take notice of the just contempt, iu which man
kind hold this hoary mass of meaJm(•ss. He th inks 
liis wealth is hid: but it is not hid, his own anxions 
side-looks betray the secret. People reckon for him, 
talk over all his profits, omit bis ex.pcnces and lo:,,scs, 
declare his wealth to be double what it is, and j11dgc 
of his duty according to their own notions of his for
ttme. One lays out this goo<l work for him, another 
rates him at s0 much towards such achadty, an<lall 
execrate him for not doing what is 110t in his power. 
Prudent men cannot justify him, and even' thcy are 
obliged to allow that half ibe popular contempt is 
just. How painful to a benevolent man to see a hoary 
bead despised! How much is his pain increased by 
knowing that ihe scorn is just, for behold, be his 
wca lth little or much, it is not used, it is hid in t(ze 
earth in the midst of his tent! 

lWark his hypocrisy. He weeps over ihe .profli. 
gacy of the poor, and says, it is a sad thing, that 
they are brought up without being educated in the 
fear of God. He laments, eYcry time tLe bell tolls, the 
n1iserable condition of widows and orphans. He 
celebrates the praise of learning, an<l wishes public 
speakers had all the powers of a lc~rnecl criticism, 
and all the graces of elocution. He prays for the 
down-pburing of the Spirit, anc.l the out-goings of 
God in his sanctuary, and then, how his soul would 
be refreshed ! "\Vhat a comfortable Christian would ,. 
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he be then! Tell ibis son of the morning, that there 
are schoolmasters waiting to educate the poor, tu
tors longing to instruct youth, and young men burn
ing with a vehement passion for learning and ora
tory ; tell him that the gratitude of widows-, the 
hymns of orphans, and the blessings of numbers 
ready to frerish, are the presence of God in his 
church. Tell him all these wait to pour themselves 
like a tide into his congregation, and wait only for 
a little of his money to pay for cut.ting a canal. Sec, 
lww thunder-struck he is! His solemn face becomes 
lank and black, he suspects he has been too liberal 
already, his generosity has been often abused, why 
should he be taxed and others spared, the Lord will 
save his ow11 elect, God is never at a loss for means, 
no exertions will do without the divine presence and 
blessing, and beside, his property is all locked up, 
Behold, it is hid in tlze earth in the m:idst of rny tent! 

Let us respect truth e\·en in the mouth of a miser. 
This ignoble soul tells you, that he would not give 
a we<lge of gold to save you all from eternal ruin : 
but he says, God is not like him, Goel loves you, 
and will save you freely. This is stric,.tJy and lite
rally- true. There have been thousands of poor 
people besides you, who have been 1.nstructcd and 
animated, converted and saved without having paid 
~me penny for thew hole : but this; instead of freez
ing, should melt fhe hearts of all, who are able, 
and set them a running into acts of generosity. I 
conclude with the w,ords of an ancient teacher in 
Italy, one .Ambrose, more - remarkable foi his wit 
than tire accuracy of his judgm~nt. " Joshua," 
said he, '' could stop the course of the sun : but all 
his power could not stop the ~ourse of aYarice. The 
sun stood still, but avarice went on. Joshua ib
tained a victory when the sun stood still: but when 
avarice was at work, Joshua was defeated." Grace 
-be with you all. Amen. 
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