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A Persian; humLle servant ·of the Sun, 
Who,,(ho' devout, yet bigotry :h11d none, 
lJearing a lawyer, grave in hrs address, 

I 

' With 1-adjullltions ev'ry word ~xprcss, 
Suppos'd the _man a bishop, or at least, 

. God's name so much upon hi:l lips, a priest; 
· Bow'd at the close, with all his graceful airs, 

' ' And begg'd an int'rest in h_ii fe~vent prayers. , 
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, , OE 'all tbc .,·ices.~i1e wickedness and 1ngenuityof 
1nan have been able to invent, tr-i~1ie is .nohe that for­
nisbes .a more n1elancholy evidence <Df moral degrada-:-

-tion and deprn vity of mind, thm1 the prrrclic.e of ~wear­
ing in common conversation; ,because it i~ attended 
with no possible advantage or plea~ure.-\-Vitb respect 
to _almost eYery other vice that can h~ named, it may 
be ea~ily traced to corne __ passion in the hurirnn breast; 
an~ i11 the .momentarJ pl~asure attending ibe gratifi­
cation,_~11,;e. perceive th_e catrse, tlrnugb not an apology 
fu1· the crime. The unchaste, the gJntton, the drunk-, 
urd, tbeadnlterer may plead•in their behalf the plea-' 

' SIJ7e . resu-Iting from sensual ii;idulgence, and tlrie 
str6'2:gth .. of Lernptajion arising; .perhaps from some 
constitutional bias._ vVe may, ho-wever, venture to 
assert.l whl'ltever pr.edir;position to certain vices may 

- be con nerted wit-11 particu] a.r constitutions, no person 
was ever born with a pi'6pe,nsity to sweariA<Y' or bl n's~ 
_In.hemy, or e-vcn:!xperienced a momen"t's ple~1J'11e froni; 
it: -To tbe commissio1: of this cr,im-e there is tiJo in~ 
d~1cem(~tll, The swe,;,1rer is n~ither stimt1!ate<l, on ·the · 
one Ii and, by the' hope of profit, -v,•hich animates tbe 
tl'1ief c1.nd the gambler; noi·,, on tbe other, 'by the 11r:os·­
pect of grati(ying-some bodily sense or appetite,which 
influences t.l,1e glu~ton, the aduherer, 8r-the drnnlrnrd > 

(. well~!rno_w tliat profane swearing is tod genert1ll'y , 
.1;onsidered a~ an oflence of the most ye11ial kiqd. 

A~-

> 



.,, 

/ 

But I take t~e liberty of saying, this is the language 
of foHy and mconsideration: for if th~ question be' 
examined . on the ground of reason or revelation, it 
will appear to be a sin of peculiar aggravation -as it 
respects the Supreme Being, and of infinite mischief 
as it respects our fellow-creatures. Permit me here 
to observe, that in reading over tb~ ten command­
ments, the difference of expression in which they are 
delivered, is ·discernible and strik_ing. ,vhen murder 
is forbidden, it is sa-id, Tfiou- shalt not ){ill; when 

- adultery is forbidden, it is said, Thou shalt not commit 
' adultery; whei1 perjury is forbidden, it is said, Thou 

shalt not be~r false witness against thy neighbour: 
but ,~·hen profaue s\1\1earing is forbid, . it is in language 
v.astly more pqinted and emphatic; it is ~'ritten, Thou 
~ha! t not t<lke the· nam~ of the Lord thy God in vain :­
aud ai'-i ala,r_mi11g ,reason is added to this case, and in 
n@ other) a.s if to , shew a greater degree of transgres­
sion and certainty of. punishment,-" for the Lord 
will [!Ot hold him guiltless,'' that - is, according to a 
Hebrew - mode of expression, he ,., ill most assuredly 
puuish hiri-1 " that . taketh His name in vain." . In 
1;hor.t, if the enti.re absence of all temptation to vice, 
and the utter exclusion of all pleasure in the commis­
sion of siu, necessarily ..£uhance the. guilt of an action, 

, we Cati be at no loss to account for Heaven's \Jointing 
its most dr'eadful th\1~1ders against .s,"'·earing and blas-
phemy. ' 
• Should • an earthly mona1-ch permit the · ~ubjects in 

one part of his empire to trample ' on his autbor:ity, 
antl to treat "'·ith contempt h1s name and cliaracter, 
t~~ example would soon spread into othe_r parts of his 
dominions, . and be followed by the most fatal .conse­
qne.nces.: to his governme11t. A ce,11.duct of this kind_ 
would demonstrate his imbecility_ and rn1fituess to 
sway a sceptre; and, under his. feeble administration, 
~very thing wou~rl soon rush into disorder and _ruin. 
Now, as God is the moral Governor and -Ruler oi the 
t•niverse;-tbe So'vei:eigu nat only of this world, but 
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of unmimbered others) it is absolutely necessary that 

he ·should maintain good order in eYery part of his 

u>1iversal empire. But alas .! such is the preposterous 

-wickedness of man, that he wl10 acknowledges the 

most profound veneration to · be due to an earthly king, 

and dareth not repeat his name without honour, yet 

blusheth not to· -profane the name of his Creator, and 

to. ca11 on him to witness t<:l a lie. He who fearetl, 

to breathe a whisper against his earthly sovereign, 

_ trembles not to invoke the name of his God on the 

most trivial occasion. He forgetteth bis l\ifojesty, he 

rejudgetl1 his judgement. . \Vhy art thou nnpunished, 

0 man,-but tha,t this is n0t the day of thy retribu­

tion? 
_ vVit~ respect to the, more than brutal rudeness of 

comn-10n swearing,_ \\hat shall I say of i~? It has been 

rctnarked, and truly, that politeness and good man- ' 

ners are displayed in an easy deportme11t and conver- , 

s-ation,. that renders a man agreeable to all around him. ' 

Slighting and qisrespectful e:xpressious of an absent 

friend are acknowledged to be inco11sistent with every 

idea of good-breeding and civility, bscause they ex-

cite uneasy and painful sen$arlons. For the same rea-

son ' to traduce to your face the character of one who-

is notoriously youi• patron and benefactor, has been~ 

always esteemed indecent and offensive. lt is, no ­

dou.bt, OH this ground the military servants. of a mo-­

narch , are supposed to be treated in· a ' very' ithproper -

manner, '"'hen their sovereign is spoken of i11 their •· 

prese1ue in terms of repro-ach on ,disho11our.-Bri111g tl-ie 

matter home , at onc'e to y<>ur own bpsom. Thou 

hast a friend, o_r perh,rps a-wife dearer than any friend 

upon earth. What would you think in this cas~; of 

the person who should: maliciously or wantonly sport 

with her fame and honour to your face, and in your 

bearing? The wretch who could thu~ speak d~ggers .' 

to xour ·heart., woul~ deserve universal execration, and 

to be driven from society as an unfedjng monster. 

Suppose then only for a mom'ent (and we are cm1fi-, 
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dent the case will be often fouad ·to be mol'e than sup­
pos.itiou) that th~re are SO!ne perso,ns in th\!! world 
who venerate, love, aud adore their Creator as lhe 
greatest aud best of Beings, ,yl10 ar.e deeply sensible 
of their obligations to him, and wbo~e heart,s are filled 
with the most ardent gratitud~ · t_o .him for his mercy 
and g.lJoduess-Suppos_e, l say, a case of this sort, and · 
you will then be able, -by comparing it with the pre­
ceding, to form · some idea of tlie :igony and distress 
a good man may be supposed to feel, when h_e beurs 
the name of his Sovereign,. Father, Friend, and 
Beuef .. 1ctor, treated with the highe.st irreveren_ce, pro­
fanity, and insult. Cea~e then, impioqs man, whoever 
thou art, to harrov,1 up the ,·ery soul -of thy brother­
and let, qt least, a ~cnse of decen'.~Y teach thee to respect 
the feeli11gs of others, if thou canst not Ge r.estrained 
by higher ~nd better motives. 

' ? 

APPENDIX. 

, INSTRUCTIVE . ANECDOTES 
-

.On the ·Preceding Subject. 

T~e following .an~cdotes from Mr. Buck (Vol. I. 
p . 265) shew how seasonably an,d to what good effect 
"this vice may be reproved:- , 

"Then~ is something . so low, vulgar, and wicked in 
swearing, . thar it i~ surprising that men who wish to 
be consi_d~re~ ~s wise and polite, should be foqnd so 
mq~h in the habit of it. ~ut, ala-s ! we find it is not pecu­
liar to the inferior circles of life, but prevails ampng 
tj1.e great µnd honourable, so called. vVise· and suit­
able reproofs of this sin. liave, ho·wever, had a good 
effect, as the · f9llowing instances sh~w :-

" 1. Mr. J oh11 How,e being at dinner-with soqie per­
~0!1-.li of .faishion, a gtintleman ~xp~ti~ted. largely iµ, 
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prnise <,f Charles I. and nrndc fi i. .H" ~li:-n;;rc able re-
, ' "1 r_ • I tlcctions upon ot:icrs. ..'u.r. r <J\\ e (,l, ., r ·111g t wt be 
mixed many h-0rrid oaths with his discu1,r • ', tuol· tli 
liberty tu sny, li:at, in his hu1nLl~ c, ):1:Jio11, lie had 
omitted one great e:-.;c-clkuce in tl·e c:1;tra\'~er of th:it 
prince; which when tlie gentlern,rn had i ·res e:d Lim to 
mention, and waited ,,ith impatieuce to bear it, lie told 
him it ,ras this :-tliat lie 'f..,as 11c1.·o· h: u.rd to sr.n:a r 
an uath in common conur.satim1. The. ~eutlerm1 ~ook 
the reproof, and promised to brt~1k (,ff lhc practice. 

" 2,. Another tune he p .1.::£t:d two 11ers.J11.:; of quality 
\\ ho were talking ,, it:h great eagen~u;s, and d-d each , 
other repeatedly. Upon which, takiu~; off his bat, be 
said to them, I pray God sa-ce you both.; for which 
they both gnve him their thanks. 

" 3. At the time when the occasional Conformity Bill 
was debated in parliament, Mr. Bowe passerl a noble 
Lord in a chair in St. J ames'·s Park, who sent his 
footman to call him, desiring to speak with !Jim on 
this subject. ln the conversation, speaking of t.hc 
opponents of th.e dissenters, . he ~::iid, ' D-n· these 
wretches, for they are mad.' :Mr. Howe, ,1vho ·w&s 110 
stranger to the nobleman, expressed great satisfaction in 
the thought, that there is a God who governs the \lrnrld 
who will finally make retribution to all according t~ 
their pres,ent characters; and he, my Lord, has declarncl, 
' he will make a ·difference be,hreen him that swearcth, 
and him that feareth an oath.' The nobleman W'<ls 
struck with the hint, and saicl-, I thank you, Sir, for 
your freedom; I take your meaJzing, and shall en­
de..avou,r to make a good use of it. Mr. Ho,11:e replied, 
' My Lprd, I hav~ more rea~on to thank your Lordship 
for saving me the m_ost difficult part of a discourse . 
which is the application.' ' 

"4. As ~lr. Romaine wa~ one day walk,i.ng- in t11e 
street with another gentlem~n, he heard a poor man 
call \ipon God to damn him. Mr. R.. stopped., took 

· out }l~lf-a-crQwn, a)10, presenting ·it9 said, ' My , 
fri~nq, I will give you this, if. you 111ill repeat that 
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oath.' Tbe _m'.m started: " \Vhat l Sir," said he, 
er do you think l will damn my so6I for half-a., 
crown r" 11r. R. answered, ' As xou did it just no\v . 
for nothing, I could not suppose JOU ,vouJd refuse to 
do it for a re\'\'arcl !' The poor creature, struck with this 
reproof, as l\lr. R. in'tended he should be, replied, 
' God . bless .:ind r·c\rard you, Si"'·, whoever you are, I 
believe JOU have saved my soul_: 1. hope I shatl neveP 
swear -~aiu \\'bile I live.' ·' " 

" 5. 'I'he late Dr. Gifford, a~ he ·was once shewing· 
the_ lhitisb Museum to strangers, was very mt1ch vexed 
by the profane conversatio11 of a young gentleman_ who 
was pre.se11t. Tbe Doctor taking , an ancieai copy of, 
the Septuagint, and she,,•in·!l it to him, " O," said the­
gentleman, " I ean read this." ' \\i eli,' said fhe Doctor;. 
' read ,. that pa_ssage,' pointiJ1g to the third command. 
llere the gentleman ,..__·as so struck, that he immediately_· 
desisted fron1 swearing.'' - · · .· 

To place the IMPIETY of this custom in the. 
s.trongest light; a_ certain , ... -riter hath drawn out the 
Swearer's Pra!Je1·, as he calls it., at foll lengt·h., as fol­
lows:-

0 swe cl rer ! · "hat dost thou ca11 for, when the awful 
irnprecatious,. dcmn and damnation roll so frcque11tly 
over thy pr.ofane tongue? Tremble, swearer, while I 
teJ1 thee ! Thy prayer COl;)taineth two parts: thou prayest 
'that thou maj·est be deprived of eternal, happiness, and 
plunged in to everlasting misery !, 
. When thou callest 'for · damu.ation, d~st thou not~ . 
iu -effect, say, "" 0 .

1 
God! · thou ' hast power to punish 

me in Hell for ever.; therefore let not one of mv sins · 
be fo~rgiven ! Let ·every oath l have sworn,-every lie 
that I ha..ve told·,-every Sabbath that I have broken, 
and al1 the sins that f have committed, either · in-­
thought, wonl, or dee~., rise up in j~~gment ag-ainst­
Plf and eterna1ly condemn me L Let :me-ne-ver -p-art-ake • _ 
of .thy salvation! May my so~l .and body be deprived · 
0f • ;=iH happiness~ both -in this, world and that ·which is 

to, come! Let me never see -•thy ·f~ce with comfol'~ ........... .: 

. : , 

< 



9 

neve~ eRjoy thy favour ..-a!ld friendship! let me never 

en.t~r into ,the kingdom of heaven!" 

This is the.firs_t part of thy prayer-Let us hear the 

second:-, -

" 0 God, let., me not only be shut out of Heaven, 

but also .shut up in Hell ! May all the members of my 

body be tortured~ ·with inconceivable agony, and all 

_the pO\,vers of my soul tormented with horror ahrl de­

ipair, inexpressible and eternal! Let my dwelling be 

ip the blackness of darkness, and my companions ac­

cursed men and accursed tlevils ! Pour dov,m thy wrath 

and cur.se upon me; arm and send forth all thy te1rors 

·against me; and let thy fearfu~ 'i11dignation rest upon me! 

- Be niine eternal ~nemy _; mid ;plague, and punish, and 

~orment 'me, in Hell, for ever and ever!" 

/" 

Swe~rer,. this is thy pray'et ! 0 dreadful imprec2-

tioll'! Dost thou 'like thy petition? Look at it. Art 

thou sincer'e · in thy request, or' art thou . mocking thy 

Maker t Dost thou wish for"damnation ?'- Art thou de-· 

sirous of eternaf .torment ? If s6, 1'\.\"~ar on-swear 

hard. The more oaths" the · more mise.ry; and, per­

haps, the soorer lhou mayest be in llell.-But art thou 

shocked at this~ lahgua.ge·f ' Does it ha_rrow up . thy 

seul? Does, ' thy very blood run cold in" thy ve1m~? 

Art · thou ~ortvincect ' of the evil of prophane 1swearing ?' 

How many ·tiines hast ' thou blasphemed the God of 

I-leaven? How 1hany tinies hast thou· askeg God to 

damn thee 'in the- course of a year; a month,"~ dayr 

Nay, ho,v · many times ·in a single hour hast thou 

cal led -for darn11a,fion? , Art thou n<;,t yet in Hell ? 

\Vonder, 0 ·heavens, _ and- be ·astonished~ 0 earth, :1t 

the goodness and k,1Jg-suffering . of that God, whose 

great 'nai!le profane ' µernons so often and so awfo,l)y · · 

blaspheme !- 0 he· thankfnl that God has not ans\vered 

thy tremendous prayer; that his mercy. anti patiei1c'e 

have withholdcn the reqttest of thy polluted li'ps ! 
Nc"·er let him hear another oatl1 •from· thy unhall-owed 

tongue, lest it should be -thy la:;t , expressi~m up,on 

• -1· 
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earth, and thy prayer ~.shot1M b~ answhe<l1in H~H ! JO j 
~let thiue oaths -be turned -into supplicatio11s !1 Repent, ' 
and turn to J e:,t\S, . ,,·1,Ht ~dieq. for . s,yea:,r~rs, as · well as 
for his murderers. · And _then, 0 then thou sha-lt, find, 
to thy cte,rnal joy, that there, is love enough i,n his 
h_eart, an~ ni'erit ·sl}fficient in" 1:-lS .~lood, to pardOJ? t!1y 
srns, a,o.a save thy _soul for e.ve.r--~S.wearer !- Canst 
thou. ever aga!n blas}?l}_em~ .st~ch a God 

1
apd, ~avi~ur as tlns? Does not tfiy · c,:.<;>nsc1ence cxy., Gpd2 Jorb!d L Even so, Amen. · . . 

. Bqt God, we haye s.a\~, ~ms,wers pr~yer, ~ve1; the . 
pr~1yers ·9f s~eai·ers., :~~ }nay be seen in the fQllO\\\ing, 

· a•1wng 'other a)•,ful . ihs.ta'.nc;es _:, , . ; · , . . · •, · Li' _Nove11,1l.,.~i~, !1 'fs-6::✓,~ ·iJ).t;l'.SQn m~ch.giv.eri ,to· ;~;ear:.· 
i1ig, . Ueing -chsaj>pcii~Je<l ·by -~ne. , -~f,'liis CQOlJ?anipns ii-\ not retun1i11g to . .tl1e,--pt.ibli~_-QQllS,e :a;-SOQJl as: he ,.ex~. 
pected;· fwore he' would .. i1~ve_r d1~i'n.k ,,;ith \iin<again; 
aud thai i( he did), it ~h~tild 'b.e bis last. Accordingly;,. 
tfrat d_ay I wai., ~is l~s~-~:, ·~c\d,, t,?<?~ '.hirn ~t :his \V?rd1 .. an;<t thus cn11ed .him into -~te.r-nity ! ·· ·. , · . . - In . Nov:· 1787, one .. \iV-. ;· a -~mith, s1Jending · tlie 
e~~ning at a publ,ic, house i~\ } :£.ath,er1larie, , quarrelled 

. with one ·of hi~ companio__ri~;. ~~ij~ , s.wea~r.i.ng ~he tnost 
horrkl . o;~-t~s, 'God ,. sh}tck ~rn:i, ll!S,tanta!1e<_?usly dead, with an oath upon l1.1s hps, upon the ben.cl~. ,yh~re fre_ was ~iting . .. The jury who sat~ _up~n , t\1e b~dy, <)fte.r; 
hearing ,aH the - circ;um.stan.ce~-· of the c~se, brought in. 
their ycrdict; ~hat " W- was struck ,: dead,, as a judg-
11;1ent from G ~d ." ~This nanatio_n wa; , tven . ~ y_ t.h~ 
foreman of the _Jury. [~ I L!,,S ? -_l{E Gi STER. 

- In a family at Shel.ton live<:! Mr. G., <J· perso9 much 
gi•,e·n to s\,,earing. Mrs. F ., being a good woman., 
had .a girf about four years old, v,·ho was remarkably .? ttentive to evei:y thing of a religious nature. Thjs 
child would often' re111a~l, with grea t horror of mind., 
t0 ber motli er, how Wir. G. 13,~o re ; a11,d would wi ::;h tQ 
repr9ve him ~. but for some tim·e. du.rst not._ · O ne. t~me 
nhe saia. to l~e.r moth er, " D or s- .l\lr. G. s~:y Om fath er r'' a h ' rn1 by · which she .· cal led lier prnye r.s) , 

- .:. 
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. 1\1,·s. F: jwould not tell. She tben said, " I will watch; 
· a~d, if he dq·es, I \\·ill teU him of swearing so." She 

. did watch him, .a~d heard him Hay his prayers prirntely 
in b_ed. · Sopn_ after this she heard him swear 1.Jitterly; 
upon which.,§pe -said· to him, " Di<l not you say Our 
F~t~ei: :\bis morning? How dare you s,fear ! D6 you 
thi11k. he 1will be- yoqy Fad1er if you swear?" He an­
,S.\}'Rreul 11,0t a--\\!~,rd, b,ut seemed amazed, as well Ile 
might. ,· ,}{e <Jid not live· long -after this; but he \VO!I 

- ~~eyer he:wd to ~~vear 'again. So true is that scripture, 
. ' " Out of the mouths of babes and s_uckliugs hast thou 
, QJ:claiued praise.'' , 
,, . Two ,gentlemen having called ·at a coffee-hou.se in 
; th~\ c~ty; aqd drauk a bottle together, \\ hc11 about to 
part, both jnsjsted on .' paying. One put a StH'lJ­

.. s,qill.ing -pi~ce . on the table, and s"·ore· dreadfully that 
. hisJtiend ~l~•0uld be at no e,xpei1ce; the other joct1!ar1y 
said, '' ThaL sev.en.::-1:ihiHing piece i~ a Lad oue ;" on 
which he S)l\·ore -stiH faster. Th€ master of the. house, 
hen.ring ,'I hat p~ssed, c.ame forward, ru'-id said, • if they 
,vot.J,ld ~l19w hi1i1 to cxmfo11e the rnoricy, lie would tell 
tpeJn ;\,Vhether or 119t it wa~ good. Rct11rning ·soou 
after, he, in the most polite manner, laid the piece be~ ' 
fore them on a card printed .as follows:-

, ;;. 

, ' . 
It chiJl.s ,my biood to hear the blest Supreme 

· Rudely appeal'd to on each trifling_theme. 
Maintain your rank, vulgarity despise; 
To swear is neither brave, polite, nor wise. 
You wouM not swear upoh a ·bed of death : 
Reflect; your Maker now could sto'p your breath 1i ! 

' 

--
·· The gentleman read •it, and he \\ ho had sworn, 

·owned -" He was j'ustly- and propeJ'I)' reprov1ed·;. and 
would i_n future be' 1110r€ guard~d in his expressions." 

.' T. G. ":ho lived • in the pmjsh of Sedgley, near , 
'\iVolvcrhamptoi1, h.aving lost a considerable sum at 
cock-fighting, to which practice he was notoriously 
addicted, S-\V--Ore, in a most . horrid 1!1anner,- that he · 

* Solt by the PuQlishers of this Tract. , 
• ~ " ,J ; t ( T l ,.--(\ l ' ., ... ..., ~.., . ' . ~ . ' 
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would never fight another , eock,-frequently catling 
upon God to damn his soul to aH 'eternity if he rlid; 
andJ .. ,:ith dreadful imprecations, wishing the Devil 
might fetch him if ever he made another bet. 

His resolutio_ns . thus impio!tsly f?rrried, '-~'ere Tor a 
while observed; hut a~aut.two ye~rs ;afterwards, Satan, 
whose willing serva~1t Le continued to be, i11sp1red him 
with a ,iolent desire to attend a· cocki"ng at \Volver­
hampton; and lie complied with the 1 temptat-ion. n e 
there stood up, and cried, " I hold _ four ,,to three on 
such a cock~" " Four what?" said one ' of his com­
pailions in it'!iquity. " Four shilli~1gs/' replied , he. 
l~ pon which the wager was confirmed; and he putting 
his hand into his pocket for the 1~oney, -instantly fell a 

• ghastly corps~ to the gro11nd. ·, 1 

, _ [E,.:an. '111'aga:zi'1(e. 
, lly the Jaws,of England, evel'y ~au·ourer, sol<li-er, or · 

sailor,, i.s subject to a penafty of oue ~sF1i1ling ;-every_ 
tradesman, ot" other person, under the rank of n gentle-

1 

man, h\',O shillings_;_--rvery gentf~rnan, &c. five shillings, 
for e·ugy JJtofune ootlt sworn_ :-';'to he recovered before 
f!ny city or count1:y iM agi&tr~te.-The lavn; of God arc 
for more severe.' . r . ', - : 

., 
" Thou shalt not take the name of tl}e Lord ll1y 

G0d in vain, for the Lord will 1_10t hold him guiltless 
, ✓ tbat take:-th his name in .,-aiu." Exo-d. x:;<:. 7. 

" l3e~uuse of ,..swearing the hnd ,rnourneth~" Jer. 
xxi1i. 10. 

" Every 01:e that sweareth shall be cut off." Zech. 
v. 3. Ii . • I f .... 

, , Reader', art thou -~ swearer? 0 take this friendly 
' warning: thy next oath may be thy last. If thy prayer 

be heard, thy soul is lost-for ever!!~ ,.,. 
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