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ADVERTISEMENT.

HE Grecian fage was declared to be
the wifeft of men, for uttering this
{fentence, ¢ Know thyfelf.” Human nature
is a very interefting ; fubject, and ought to
be well underftood:. We may ftudy it in
the page of hiftory, in our own paffions and
actions, and in thofe of others. Without
a competent knowledge of mankind, we
thall be but ill qualified to act our part on
the theatre of the world.

In the following theets, fuch a delightful
view is given of this fubje&, and fo many
ingenious {entiments do every where pre=
fent themfelves, as muft afford an elegant
entertaintment to all who take pleafure in
reading, and engage them to fay, in the
beautiful language of the poet,

- ¢ Let us, fince life can little more fupply
¢ Than juft to look about usand to die;.

¢¢ Expatiate free o'er all this {cene of man,
¢ A mighty maze! but not witheut a plan,*’
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HISTORY OB MAN

v

CRAL S

ON THE SOCIAL NATURE OF MAN.,

Y the original order and conflitution of nature,
men are fo framed, that they {tand in need of

each other’s help, in order to make them comfortable
and happy in the world. A mutual intercourfe gra-
dually opens their latent powers ; and the extenfion
of this intercourfe is generally produive of new
fources of pleafure and delight. Withdraw this
intercourfe, and what is man! ¢ Let all the
¢ powers and elements of nature,” fays an illuftri-
ous philofopher, ¢ confpire to ferve and obey one
¢ man;—let the' {fun rife and fet at his com-
““ mand ;—the fea and the rivers roll as he pleafes,
¢ and the earth furnith {pontaneouily whatever may
“ be ufeful or agreeable to him ;—he will ftill be
“ miferable, till you give him fome one perfon at
B £ ¢ Jeaft,
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¢ Teaft, with whom he may fhare his happinefs,
<¢ and whofe efteem and friendfhip he may enjoy.”

Society then is the theatre on which our genius
expands with freedom. It is eflential to the oriéin
of all our ideas of natural and of moral beauty. It
is the prime mover of all our inventive powers.
Every effort, beyond what is merely animal, has
a reference to a commumity ; and the f{olitary
favage, who traverfes the defart, 1s {carce raifed fo
far by nature above other animals, as he is funk by
fortune beneath the ftandard of his own race.

The deftitute condition of man as an animal,
has been an ulual topic of declamation among the
learned ; and this alone, according to fome theories,
is the foundation both of focial union and civil
combinations.

After the population of the’ World, and the
growth of arts, mutual alliances and mutual fupport
became indeed effential in our divided fyftem; and
it is no wonder, if certain appearances in the civil
zera have been transferred, in imagination, to- all
preceding times. At firft, however, it may be quef-
tioned, whether there reigned not fuch an indepen-
dence in our ceconomy, as is obfervable in other
parts of the creation.

The arts of life, by emervating our corporeal
powers, and multiplying the objects of defire, have
annihilated perfonal independence, and formed anim-
menfe chain of conne&ions among colleive bodies.

Nor
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Nor is it perhaps fo much the call of necefi ity, or

mutual wants, ‘as a certain delight in their kind,
- congenial with all natures, wh1ch conftitutes the
- fundamental principle of affociation and harmony
throughout the whole circle of being. ~ But man,
it is pretended, by naturs timid, runs to fociety for
relief, and finds an afylum there. ~ Nor is he fin-
gular in this, All animals, in the hour of- danger,
crowd together, ‘and derive confidence and fecurity
from mutual aid.

Danger, however, it may be anfwered, far from
fuggefting a confederacy, tends in moft cafes to
diffelve rather than to confirm the union.  Secure
from danger, animals herd together, and féem to
difcover a complacency towards their kind.  Let
but 2 fingle animal of more rapacious form prefent
himfelf to view, they inftantly difperfe. They de-~
rive no fecurity from mutual aid, and rarely attempt
to fupply their weaknefs in detail, by their collec-
tive ftrength.  This fingle animal is a match for
thoufands of a milder race.  The law of dominion,
in the {cale of life, is the ftrength of the individual
merely, not the number of the tribe; and of all
animals, man almoft alone becomes confiderable,
by the combination of his fpecies,

In fociety, animals are rather more prone to
timidity from the prevalencc of the fofter inflinés.
Thofe of the ravenous clafs, generally the moft foli-
tary, age accordingly the moft courageous ; and man
B2 him-
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him{elf declines in courage, in proportion to the ex=
tent of his alliances ;~—not indeed in that fpecies of
it, which is the genuine offspring of magnanimity
and - heroic {entiment; but in that conflitutional
boldnefs and temerity, which refides in our ani-
mal nature. . Hence intrepidity is a predominant
feature in the {avage charater. Hence the {avage
himfelf, feparately bold and undaunted, when he
aclts in concert with his fellows, is found liable ta
panic from this public {ympathy. And it is hence,
perhaps, according to the obfervation of a diftin-
guithed writer,* that the moft fignal viGtories, re-
corded in the annals of nations, have been uniform-
1y obtained by the army of inferior number.

In fome parts of our cenftitution, we refemble
the other animals. There is, however, fome in-~
ward cenicioufnefs, fome decifive mark of fuperi-
ority, in every condition of men. But the line,
which meafures that fuperiority, is of very variable
extent. Let us allow but equal advantages from
culture to the mind and body, and it is reafonable
to infer, that favages, in fome of the wilder forms,
muft be as inferior to civilized man in intelle€tual
abilities, and in the peculiar graces of the mind, as
they furpafs him in the a&ivity of their limbs, in
the command of their bodies, and in the exertion of
all the meaner functions: Some ftriking inftances
of favage tribes, with fo limited an underftanding,

? Sir William Temple,
&3
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as is fcarce capable of forming any arrangement for
futurity, are produced by an Hiftorian, who traces
the progrefs of human reafon through various ftages
of improvement, and unites truth with eloquence
in his defcriptions of mankind.*

The progrefs of nations and of men, though not
exally parallel, is found in feveral refpects to cor=
refpond ; and, in the interval from infancy to man-
hood, we may remark this gradual opening of the
human faculties.. Firft of all, thofe of {enfc ap-
pear, grow up f; pontaneouﬂy, or require but little
culture.  Next in order; the propenfitics of the
heart, difplay their force ; anda fellow-feeling with
others unfolds itfelf gradually on the appearance of
proper obje@s.  Laft in the train, the powers of
intellect begin to bloffom, are reared up by culture,
and demand an intercourfe of minds,

& Hiftory of Americay Vs 1o Ps 309s

BS CHAPo
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OF THE CHIEF CAUSES WHICH CAYVE RISE TO
CIVIL SOCIETY.

S man was formed a focial creature, fo the ne-
ceffities of human life made fociety abfolutely
neceflary to him.  Thefe neceffities were either
the want of fuftenance, or of defence againft {u-
perior force and violence.  As to the want of fufte-
nance it appears evident, that, in certain countries
and climates, the natural produce of the earth is
fuflicient for man, as well as other animals, with-
out either fociety or arts, But, in the firft place,
he may multiply fo much, that the {pontaneous
growth of the earth, without art or culture, cannot
fupport him ; or he may go to countries and cli-
mates, which by nature are not fitted to fupport
him. In either of thefe cafes, he muft have re-
courfe to fociety and arts. It s, by means of thefe
that man has multiplied more than any other ani-
mal of equal fize, and has become an inhabitant of
every country and climate ; whereas, every other
animal has only certain countries or climates where
it can fubfift.

The other motive which I mentioned, as indu-
cing men to enter into fociety, was felf defence;
the neceflity of which will appear the greater, if we

confider,
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confider, that man is by nature weaker, and not {o
well armed, as many of the beafts of prey. The
Author of nature, indeed, endued man with fu-
perior fagacity. That however would not have
availed him in the fingle ftate 3 but it dire¢ted him
to affociate himfelf with others of the fame fpecies,
—to a& in concert with them,—in fhort, to in-
fitute civil fociety, to invent arts and {ciences, and
to acquire dominion over animals much ftronger and
fiercer than himfelf. The face of the carth he has
changed by his art and induftry, and even the ¢le-

ments and powers of nature he has made fubfervient
to his purpofes.

¢« Audax omnia perpeti
¢« Gens humana.
¢s Expertas vacuum Dadalus acra
s¢ Pennis non homini datis.® .
¢« Perrupit Acheronta Herculeus labor,
¢« Nil mortalibus arduum,

4 4 HOl-lo

# This ftory 6f Dzedalus is no doubt a poetical fiction, though,
tike other poetical fictions, it has a foundation in hiftorical truth 3
for the fa appears to have been, that Dzdalus made his efcape
from Crete in a fwift-failing veffel of his own invention, But it
is not a fiction, that Bifhop Wilkins, a moft ingenious as well as
- learned man, did try to invent an art of flying, and was fo con-
fident of his fuccefs, that he faid he did not doubt but that he

fhould hear men calling for their avings, as they do now for their
&97“'0

B4 In
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In fruitful countries, and benign climates, men
may live in the natural ftate ; but in rude climates,
and barren countries, they cannot fubfift at all with-
out fociety and arts. In fuch a country as Canada,
for example, which- is covered for feveral mon-th\s
of the year with deep fnow, how is it poflible the
Indians could live without the arts of fithing and
hunting, by the firft of which they fupport them-
felves in the fummer, and by the laft in the winter 2
As it is, they very often perifh by hunger; but,
without thofe arts, or agriculture, and the art of
preferving, as well as raifing, the fruits of the earth,
it is evident they could not live a fingle year.  For,
fuppofing that men could fubfit upon herbs or foli-
age, as horfes and ‘cattle can do, without feeds or
fruits, which, in reality, they cannot ;—or fuppo-
{ing that they could be nourifhed by the roots of
certain vegetables, which, perhaps, may be the
cafe ;—and fuppofing further, that they could dig
for them with their fingers;—yet where are the
leaves or herbage to be found, in fuch countries,
for one half of the year? And how could fingle
men, without inftruments of art, dig for roots in
ground hardened like iron by froft, and covered with
five or fix feet of fnow ?

From thefe confiderations we may infer, that
men never could have lived in the natural ftate in
fuch countries ; that is without {ociety and arts j—
and confequently, that in thofe countries, the human

race
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race never could have a beginning, and that there-
fore they muft have been peopled from milder cli-
mates, by tribes and colonies of men already civili-
zed, and who brought with them arts, by whicli
they were enabled to fubfift in thofe rougher cli=
mates.

This explains a fa& in'the hiftory of man, in
which both facred and profane hiftory agree, ¢ That
the progrefs of the human race has always been;
{o far as we can trace it, from the eaft, and particu-
larly from the fouthern ‘parts of Afia, where, ac-
cording to our facred books, ‘the human race firft
began,”” For thofe parts of Afia are much more
delightful than Europe, and have always produced
finer bodies of men, and other aminals, as well
as better vegetables.® This of itfelf makes it
highly probable, even if it were not attefted by hif=
tory, that men having firft affociated in thofe
milder and more fruitful regions of Afia, did from
thence fpread themfelves into Europe, and other
parts of the world, where the climate was not fo
propitious to the human race, and there fubfifted
by arts which they had imported.

1t cannot be doubted that man, in a warm and
fertile climate, may eafily fubfift upon the natural
fruits of the earth. 1t is for this reafon, that
Linnzus makes fuch climates to be the native

Bs countsy

@ This is an obfervation of Hippocrates the phyfician.
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country of man, where he lives naturally and of
choice, whereas, in other climates, he lives only
by compulfion, non naturd fed coacs. If this be
fo, mankind muft have had their origin in thofe
countries, where the produions of a genial foil
could afford them fubfiltence. Then becoming
too numerous to live in that way, they would in-
vent arts, fuch as hunting, fithing and agriculture ;
and when even thofe arts became infufficient for
their fubfiftence, they would be obliged to move to
other climates lefs favourable, and there fubfift by
the arts, which they had brought with them. And
in this way the whole earth has been at laft peopled,
even the worlt parts of it, lying

Extra ann: folifque vias,

“and aitogether uninhabitable by every other animal
of the milder climates,

CHAP,
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6N HUNTING AND THE PASTORAL LIFE,

T TUNTING, itis probable, was the firflt ex-

pedient that men fell upon for fupplying the
want of the natural fruits of the earth ;it being much
eafier than planting, fowing, or any kind of culture
of the'ground, before inftruments of art were in-
vented. = For man, by his natural ftrength and
agility, with the addition only of a ftick, can get
the better of a great number of quadrupeds.*

One natural confequence of hunting would be,
that, in procefs of time, they would think of the
expedient of catching certain animals alive, taming
them, and breeding out of them, which would
greatly add to their ftock of provifions. This pro-
duced the paftoral life, which is the only means
of the fubfiftence of whole nations at this day.
But it may be obferved, that, unlefs' in countries
where flocks and herds can live through the winter

# With refpe® to hunting it may be obferved, that as it be-
comes lefs and lefs neceffary in the progrefs from cold to hot
countries, the appetite for it keeps pace with that progrefs. It is
vigorous invery cold countries, where men depend on hunting
for food. ~Itis lefs vigorous in temperate countries, where they
are partly fed with natural fruits; and thereis fcarce any vef-
tige of it in hot countries, where vegetables are the food of men,
and where meat is an article of luxury,

B6 ﬁ‘pon
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upon the natural produce of the earth, it is impoffi-
ble that men can be fupported in that way, with-
out the afliltance of other arts, and particularly
agriculture. And this is a good reafon why the
Indians of North America, not having the art of
agriculture, have never attempted the paftoral life,
or to tame any animals, except dogs that live upon
flefh. W : A
In Lapland the fhepherd-ftate muft always pre-
vail, for it is quite unfit for corn. It produces no
vegetable but mofs, which is the food of no ani-
mal but the rein-deer. This circumftance folely
is what renders Lapland habitable by men. With-
out rein-deer, the fea-coafts within the reach of fith
would admit fome inhabitants; but the inland
parts, would be a defert. Asthe fwiftnefs of that
animal makes it not an eafy prey, the taming of it for
food muft have been early attempted ; and its na-
tural docility made the attempt fucceed. Ityields
to no other animal in ufefulnefs. Itis equal to a
horfe for draught.  Its fleth is excellent food; and
the female gives milk more nourifhing than that of
acow. Itsfur is fine; and the leather made of its
tkin is both foft and durable.

Though a great part of Tartary lies in the
temperate zone, it produces very little corn. The
Tartars, indeed, have had flocks and herds, for
many ages; and yet, in a great meafure, they not

pnly continue hunters, but ‘retain the ferocity of
that
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that ftate, - They are not fond of being thephetds,
and ‘have no knowledge of hufbandry. = This, in
- appearance, is fingular ; but nothing happens with-
out a caufe. Tartary is one continued moun-
tain from weft to eaft, rifing high above the coun-
tries to the fouth, and declining gradually to the
northern ocean. A few fpots excepted, a tree
above the fize of a fhrub cannot livein it.  Thus
the Tartars, like the Laplanders, are chained to
the fhepherd-ftate, and never advance to be huf-
bandmen. = If they ever become fo populous, as to
require more food than ‘the paftoral life: can fup-
ply, migration will be their only refource. .

Neither the hunter nor {hepherd'-ﬂate, perhaps,
ever exifted in the torrid zone. The inhabitants,
it is' probable, as at prefent, always fubfifted on
vegetable food.. In Manila, one of the Philip-
pine iflands, the trees bud, bloflom, and bear fruit,
all the year. - T'he natives, driven by Spanifh
invaders from the fea-coaft to the inland parts, have
no particular place of abode, but live under the
{helter of trees, which afford them food as well as
habitation ; and when the fruit is confumed in one
fpot, they remove toanother. The orange, lemon,
and other European trees, bear fruit twice a year;
and a {prig planted bears fruit within the year.

This piGture of Manila an{wers to numberlefs -
places in the torrid zone. The Marian or Lad-

rone iflands are extremely populous, and yet the
inhabitants .
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inhabitants live entirely on fith, fruits and roots;
The inhabitantsof the new Philippine iflands live on
cocoa-nuts, fallads, roots, and fith. - The inland ne-
groesmake but one meal a-day,which is in the even-
ing. Their diet is plain, confifting moftly of rice,
fruits, and roots. The ifland of Otaheite is healthj/,‘
the people tall and well made ; and, as vegetables
and fith are their chief nourifhment, they live to a
good old age, almoft without ~any difeafe. "There
is no fuch thing known among them as rotten
teeth. The very fmell of wine or fpirits is dif-
agreeable; and they never ufe tobacco or fpiceries.
In many places Indian corn is the chief nourifh-
ment, which every man plants for himfelf.

The inhabitants of Bildulgerid and the defert
of Zaara have but two meals a-day, one in the
morning, and one in the evening. Being tempe-
rate, and ftrangers to difeafes arifing from luxury,
they generally live to a great age.  Sixty with them
is the prime of life, as thirty is in Europe. An in-
habitant of Madagafcar will travel two or three
days without any food buta fugar-cane. Thereis
indeed little appetite for animal food in hot cli-
mates ; though beef and fowl have in fmall quan-
tities been introduced to the tables of the great, as
articles of Juxury.

C.HATY,
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G AP U B,

ON POPULATION,

THE chief caufe of population is plenty of
food. The fouthern provinces of China
produce two crops of rice ina year, fometimes
three ; and an acre well cultivated gives food to ten
perfons. Hence the extreme populoufnefs of China
and other rice countries. In Negroland, two hundred
children are often born to one man by his different
wives, Food, therefore muft be in great plenty
to enable 2 man to maintain fo many children.
What wonderful fkill and labour would it require
to make Europe fo populous? A country, where
the inhabitants live chiefly by hunting, muft be
very thin of inhabitants, as 10,000 acres are fcarce~
{ufficient for the fupporting a fingle family.  If the
-multiplication of animals depended chiefly on fecun-
dity, wolves would be more numerous than fheep.
Yet we fee every where large flocks of fheep, and
but few wolves. The reafon is obvious. The
former have plenty of food, the latter very little.
A wolf refembles a favage who lives by hunting,
and confumes the game of five or fix thoufand

ACres. ?
Agriculture and manufallures are favourable to
population; and perhaps no manufacture contri-
butes
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butes more to it than that of filk. It employs as
many hands as woo! : ; and’ it withdfaws no land
from tillage or pafture,

Olivares hoped to repeople Spain by encoura-
ging matrimony. -Abderam, king of Cordova, was
a better politician. By encouraging induftry, and
procurmg plenty of food, he rep60pled his kmgdom
in lefs that thirty years.

. ‘T'here is not a greater enemy. to populatxon than
luxury. Cookery depopulates like a peftilence ;

‘becaufe, when it becomes an art, it brings within

the compafs of one ftomach, what is fufficient for
ten in days of temperance ; and is fo far worfe than

2 pellilence; that the people never recruit again.

People of rank, where luxury prevails, are not
prolific. - A barren 'woman among the labouring
poor is a wonder. Could women of fortune be
perfuaded to make a trial, they would find more
felf-enjoyment in temperance and exercife, than in
the moft: refined luxury; nor would they have
caufe tolenvy others the blefling of a numerous

-and healthy offspring.

Defpotifm is a greater enemy to the human
{pecies than the Egyptian plague. It ftrikes at the
very root of population., By rendering men mifera-
ble, it prevents their increafe. = Free ftates, on the

‘contrary, are always populous. ' People, who are

bappy, with for children to make'them alfo
‘happy.  The inhabitants of ancient Greece, and
of
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of the Lefler Afia, were free and numerous. 'The

prefent inhabitants are reduced by flavery to@
Amall number. '

C 8P, N
ON PROPERTY.

AN isby nature ahoarding animal, having an

appetite for ftoring up. things of ufe ; and the
fenfe of property is beftowed on men, for fecuring to
them what they thus ftore up. This fenfe difcovers
itfelf ata very early period. We fee that children
poffefs it; for they- are capable of diftinguithing
their own chair, and their own {poon.

In the earlieft ages, perhaps, every man feparately
hunted for himfelf and his family. . But as chance
prevails in that occupation, it was found more
convenient to carry it on in common. We find,
accordingly, the practice of hunting and fithing in
common, even among grofs favages.

In fmall tribes, where patriotifin is vigorous, oOf
in a country thinly peopled in propostion to its
fertility, the living in common is agreeable. But
in a large ftate, where felﬁfhnc;fs prevails, or in
any flate, where great population requires ex-
traordinary culture, the beft method is to permit
every man to fhift for himfelf and his family. Men
with to labour for themfelves; and they labour
more ardently for themfelves, than for the public.

The
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The fenfe of property is not confined to the he-
man fpecies. The beavers perceive the timber
they ftore up for food, to be their property ; and
the bees feem to have the fame perception with
refpect to their winter’s provifion of honey. Sheep
know when they are ina trefpafs, and run to their
own pafture on the firft glimpfe of a man ; monkies
do the fame, when dete@ed in robbing an orchard.
Sheep and horned cattle have 2 fenfe of property,
with refpe& to their refting-place in a fold or inclo-
fure, whichevery one guards againft the encroach-
ments of others. He muft be 2 fceptic indeed,
who denies that perception to rooks. Thieves
there are among them, as among men. -But, if a
rook purloin a ftick from another’s neft, a council
18 held, much Chattering enfues, and the Jex talionis
is applied by demolithing the neft of the criminal,
"T'o man are furnifhed rude materials only. To
convert thefe into food and clothing requires in-
duftry : and if he had not a fenfe that the product
of his labour belongs to himfelf; his induftry would
be faint. In general, it is pleafant to obferve,
that the fenfe of property is always given where it
1s ufeful, and never but where jt 1s ufeful.

An ingenious writer, defcribing the inhabitants
of Guiana, who continue hunters and fithers,
makes an eloquent harangue upon the happinefs
they enjoy, in having few wants and defires, and
little notion of private property, ¢ "T'he manners

Al
ddS
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of thefe Indians exhibit an amiable pi&ture of pri«
meeval innocence and happinefs. The eafe, with
which their few wants, are fupplied, renders di-
vifion of land unneceffary ; nor does it afford any
temptation to fraud or violence. That pronenef(s
to vice, which, among civilized natiens, is efteem-
ed a propenfity of nature, has no exiftence in 2
country, where every man enjoys in perfe&ion his
native freedom and independence, without hurting
or being hurt by others. A perfe& equality of
rank, banifhing all diltin&ions but of age and per-
fonal merit, promotes freedom in converfation, and
 firmnefs in a&ion, and fuggefts no defires but what
may be gratified with innocence. Envy and dif-
content cannot fubfift where there is perfect equa-
lity. We fcarce even hear of a difcontented lover,
a5 there is no difference of rank and fortune, the
common obftacles that prevent fruition. Thofe
who have been unhappily accuftomed to the refine~
ments of luxury, will fcarce be able to cenceive,
thatan Indian, with no covering but what modefty
requires, with no {helter that deferves the name of
2 houfe, and with no food but of the coarfeft kind,
painfully procured by hunting, can feel any happi-
nefs. And yet to judge from external appearance,
the happinefs of thefe people may be envied by
the wealthy of the moft refined nations ; and juftly,
becaufe their ignorance of extravagant defires, and
endlefs purfuits, that torment the great world, ex-

: cludes
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tludes every with beyond the prefent.  In a word.,
the inhabitants of Guiana are an example of what
Socrates juftly obferves, that they who want the
leaft, approach the neareft to the gods, who ‘want
nothing.” Tt is admitted, that the innocence of
favages, here painted in fine colours, is in every re-
pect more amiable: than the luxury of the opulent.
But is there not a midde ftate more fuitable than
either - extreme o the dignity of human nature.
The appetite for property is not beftowed upon
Us in vain. It has given birth to many ' arts.
It furnifhes Opportunity for gratifying the moft
dignified natural affeCtions ;  for, without private
property, what place would there be for bene-
volence or charity ? Without private property there
would be no induftry ; and without induftry, men
could never be civilized. - .

The appetite for property, however, in its na-
ture a great blefling, degenerates into a great curfe,
when - it tranfgrefles the bounds' of moderation.,
Before money was introduced, - the appetite feldom
was immoderate, becaufe plain neceffaries were its
only obje&s.  But money 1s a fpecies of property,
of fuch’extenfive ufe as greatly to inflame the ap-
petite,  Money prompts men to be induftrious §
and the beautiful produ@ions of induftry and art,
roufing the Imagination, excite a violent defire for
grand houfes, fine gardens, and for every thing
82y and fplendid,  Habitual wants multiply.
! Luxury
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Luxury and fenfuality gain ground. The appetite

for property becomes headftrong, and is often gra-
tified at the expence .of juftice and honour.

ON COMMERCE,

IN. the firlt ftage of fociety, the few wants of men
are fupplied by barter, which proves miferably
deficient, when men and their wants multiply.
"That fort of commerce cannot be carried on at a
diftance ; and, even among neighbours, it does not
always happen, that the one can fpare what the
other has occafion for. The numberlefs wants
of men cannot readily be fupplied, without fome
commodity in general eftimation, which will be
gladly accepted in exchange for every other.

Gold and filver, when firft ufed in commerce,
were probably bartered, like other commodities,
merely by bulk. Rock-falt in Ethiopia, white as
{now, and hard as ftone, is to this day bartered, in
that manner, with other goods. It is dug out of
the mountain Lafta, formed into plates a foot long,
and -three inches broad and thick ; a portion, is
broken off equivalent in value to the thing wanted.

But more accuracy was foon obferved in the com-
merce of goldand filver. Inftead of giving it loofe-
ly by bulk, every portion was weighed in fcales ;
which method of barter is pradifed in China, in

Ethiopia
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Ethiopia, and in many other countries. Even
weight was at length difcovered to be an imperfe& :
ftandard.” Ethiopian falt may be proof again(t adul-
teration : but weight is no fecurity againft mixing
gold and filver with bafe metals. To prevent that
fraud; picces of gold and filver are imprefled with
a public mark, vouching both the purity and the
quantity ; and fuch pieces are termed cois.
Though we cannot eafily trace the {teps, by
which commerce was introduced among the ancient
nations, we rmay, from detached paffages in facred
writ, afcertain the progrefs which had been made
in it during the patriarchal times. We know, from
the hiftory of civil fociety, that the commercial in-
tereft between men muft be pretty confiderable,
before the metals came to be confidered as the me-
dium of trade ; and yet this was the cafe even in
the days of Abraham. It appears, however, from
the relations which eftablifh this fa&, that the ufe
of money had not been of ancient date. It had no
mark to afcertain its weight or finencfs; and in a
contract for a burying-place, in exchange for which
Abraham gave filver, the metal is * weighed in
prefence of all the people.”  But as commerce im-
proved, and bargains of this fort became more com-
mon, this praftice was laid afide ; and the quantity
of filver was afcertained by a particular mark, which
faved the trouble of weighing it. But this does
not appear to have taken place, till the time of
\ Jacob,
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Jacob, the fecond from Abraham. The refilah,
of which we read in his time, was a piece of money
ftamped with the figure of a lamb, and of a pre-
cife and {tated value. It appears from the hiftory
of Jofeph, that the commerce, between different
_nations, was by this time regularly carried on. The
Ifhmaelites and Midianites, who bought him of
his brethren, were travelling merchants, refembling
the modern caravans, who carried fpices, perfumes,
and other rich commodities, from their own country
into Egypt. The fame obfervations may be made
from the book of Job, who, according to the beft
writers, was a pative of Arabia Felix, and alfo
contemporary with Jacob. He fpeaks of the roads.
of Thema and Saba, that is, of the caravans which
{et out from thofe cities of Arabia. If we refle&t,
that the commodities of this country were rather
the luxuries than the conveniencies of life, we fhall
have reafon to conclude, that the countries into
which they were fent for fale, and particularly
Egypt, were confiderably improved in arts and re-
finement ; for people do not think of luxuries, until
the ufeful arts have made high advancement among
them.

"The value of gold and filver in commerce, like
that of other commodities, was at firft, we may be-
lieve, both arbitrary and fluctuating. With re-
fpet to value, however, there is a great difference
between money and qther commoditics.  Goods

6 that
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that are expeniive in keeping, fuch as cattle, or
that are impaired by time, fuch as corn, will al-
ways be firft offered in exchange for what is want-
ed ; and when fuch goods are offered to fale, the
-vender muft be contented with the current price.
In making the bargain, the purchafer has the ad-
~vantage ; for he fuffers not by referving his money
to a better market. And thuis commodities are
brought down by money, to the loweft value that
can afford any profit. At the fame time, gold and
{ilver fooner find their value than other commodities.
The value of the latter depends both on the quan-
tity and on the demand. The value of the former
depends on the quantity only, the demand being
unbounded. And even, with refpe&t to quantity,
thefe precious metals are lefs variable than othe

commodities. ’

Gold and filver, being thus fooner fixed in their
value than other commodities, become a ftandard
for valuing every other commodity, and confequent-
ly for comparative values. A bufhel of wheat, for
example, being valued at five fhillings, and a yard
of broad cloth at fifteen, their comparative values
are as one to three.

A ftandard of values is effential to commerce ;
and therefore, where gold and filver are unknown,
other ftandards are eftablithed in pra&ice. - The
only ftandard among the favages of North America
15 the fkin of a beaver. Ten of thefe are given for

agun
4



( 25 )
& gun, two for a pound of gun-powder, one for
four pounds of lead, one for fix knives, one for a
hatchet, fix for a coat of woollen cloth, five for a
petticoat, and one for a pound of tobacco. Some
nations in Africa employ fhells, termed couries, for
a ftandard.

Induftry and commerce are much affe@ed by the
quantity of circulating coin.  While the quantity
of money in circulation, and the quantity of goods
in the market continue the f{ame, the price will
rife and fall with the demand. For when more
goods are demanded than the market affords, thofe
who offer the higheft price will be preferred. But,
‘when the goods brought to market exceed the de-
mand, the venders have no refource but to’entice
purchafers by a low price. The price of fith, fleth,
butter, and cheefe, is much higher than formerly‘;
for thefe being now the daily feod even of the low-
eft people, the demand for them is greatly in-
creafed.

When a fluGtuation only takes place in the quan-
tity of goods, the price falls as the quantity in-
creafes, and rifes as the quantity decreafes. The
farmer, whofe quantity of corn is doubled by a
favourable {eafon, muft fell at half the ufual price 5
becaufe the purchafer, who fees a fuperfluity, will
pay no more for it. The contrary happens, when
the crop is {canty. ‘Thofe, who want corn, muft
ftarve, or give the market price, however high.

C The
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“Fhe manunfa&tures of wool, flax, and metals, are
much cheaper than formerly ;  for though the de-
amand has increafed, yet by fkill and induftry the
quantities produced have increafed in a greater
-proportion. More vegetables are confumed than
formerly ; and yet, by fkilful culture, the quantity
1s fo much greater in proportion, as to have low-
‘ered the price to lefs than one half of what it was
about eighty years ago.

- In Europe, and in every country wheré there is
work for all the people, an addition to the circu-
lating coin, raifes the price of labour and of manu-
facures. But fuch addition has no fenfible effe&t
in a country where there is a {uperfluity of hands,
who are always difpofed to work, when they find
employment.

Manufattures can never flourifh in a country,
abounding with mines of gold and filver, if there
be not a fuperfluity of hands.  This in effe& is the
cafe of Spain. A conftant influx of thefe metals,
raifing the price of labour and manufatures, has
deprived the Spaniards of foreign markets, and alfo
of their own.  They are reduced to purchafe from
{trangers even the neceffaries of life. What a
difmal condition will they be reduced to, when
- their mines are exhaufted! The gold coaft in
Guinea has its name from the plenty of gold that
1s found there. As itis wathed from the hills with
the foil, in {mall quantities, every one is on the

; watch
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watch for it 5 and the people, like gamefters defpife
every other occupation.  Indolence and poverty,
therefore, are the confequence. The kingdom of
F ida, which is contiguous, produces no gold, but
is populous.  Induftry prevails, manufactures flou-
rifh, and the people are all in eafy circumftances.
. With regard to Spain, the rough materials of
filk, wool, and iron, are produced there in greater
perfeGtion, than any where elfe ; and yet flourithing
manufactures of thefe, would be fo far from being
beneﬁc1al to it in its prefent ftate, that they would
yuin it.  Let us only fuppofe, that Spain itfelf
could furnith all the commedities that are demanded
in its American territories, what would be the con-
fequence? The gold and filver produced by that
trade would circulate in Spain. Money would
‘become a drug. Labour and manufactures would
rife to a high price ; and every neceflary of life, not
excepting manufaures of filk, wool, and iron,
would be fmuggled into Spain, the high price there
being fufficient to overbalance every rifk.  Spain
would be left without induftry, and without people.
Spain was altually in the flourithing ftate here
fuppofed, when America was difcovered. The
American gold and f{ilver mines inflamed the dif-
cafe, and confequently was the greateft misfortune
that ever befel that once potent kingdom.
The exportation of our filver coin to the Eaft
Indxcs, fo loud]y exclaimed againft by fhallow
N0 Ciz politicians,
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politicians, is to us, on the contrary, a moft fub-
flantial blefling. It keeps up the value of filver,
and confequently leflens the value of labour and
of goods, which enable us to maintain our place in
foreign markets. Were there no drain for our
filver, its quantity, in our continent, would fink
in value fo much, as to render the American mines
unprofitable.  Notwithitanding the great flow of
money to the Eaft Indies, many mines in the Wetft
Indiesare given up, becaufe they afford not the ex-
pence of working ; and were the value of filver in
Europe brought much lower, all the filver mines in
* the Weft Indies would be abandoned.  Thus our
Eaft-India commerce, which is thought ruinous
by many, becaufe it is a drain to much of our filver,
is for that very reafon profitable. The Spaniards
profit by importing it into Europe; and other
nations profit, by receiving it for their manufac~
tures.

CHAP
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CHAP N :

ON MANNERS,

MANNERS fignify 2 mode of behaviour pecu-
liar to a certain perfon, or to a certain na-
tion. An a&ion, confidered as right or wrong,
belongs to morals; but when it 1s confidered as
belonging to a perfon or to a people, it belongs to
manners. Some perfons have a peculiar air, a
peculiar manner of fpeaking or of acting, which,
~ in oppofition to the manners of the generality, are
termed their manners.

Thofe pecularities in a whole nation, which
diftinguith it from other nations, or from itfelf at
different periods, are termed the manners of that
nation.

The firft thing that attra&s attention is external
appearance. The human countenance and geftures
have a greater variety of expreffions, than thofe of any
otheranimal. Some perfons differ fowidely fromthe
generality, in thele expreflions, as to be known by
their manner of walking, or even by fo {light an
a&ion as that of putting on or taking off a hat.
Some men are known even by the found of their
feet in walking. Whole nations are diftinguithed
by fuch peculiarities. And yet there is lefs variety
in looks and geftures, than the different tones of
mind would produce, were men left to the impulfe

C 3 of
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of pure nature, External bchaviour'is nearly unt-
form among thofe who ftudy to be agreeable ; wit-
nefs people of fathion in France. -

Under external appearance drefs is alfo compre-~
hended.  Providence hath clothed all animals that
are unable to clothe themfelves. Man can clothe
himfelf ; and he is endowed befides with an appe-;
tite for food. That appetite is proportioned, in
degree, to its ufe. In cold climates it is vigorous ;
in hot climates, faint. . Savages muft go naked till
they learn to cover themfelves ; and they foon learn
where covering is neceffary. The Patagonians,
however, who go naked in an exceeding cold cli-
mate, nwft be very ftupid. And the Pi&s, a
Scotch tribe, who, it is faid, continued naked
down to the time of Severus, did not probably
much furpafs the Patagonians in the talent of in=
vention.

Savages probably at firft thought of clothing as a
protection only againft the weather ; but they {oon
difcovered a beauty in drefs. Men led the way,
and woman followed. ~ Such favages, as go naked,
paint their bodies, excited by the fame fondnefs for
ornament that our women thew in their party-
coloured garments. Among the Jews, the men
wore ear-rings as well as the women. When
Media was governed by its own kings, the men
were {umptuous in drefs. They wore loofe robes,
floating in the air. They had Jong hair covered

with
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with  rich bonnet, bracelets, chains of gold, and
precious ftones.  They painted their faces, and
mixed artificial hair with that of nature.

As authors are filent about the women, they pro-l

bably made no figure in that kingdom, being {hut
up, asat prefent, in feraglios.

In the days of Socrates, married women in Greece
wereentirely devoted to houfehold drudgery. Xeno-
phon introduces an Athenian of great riches and
reputation, difcourfing to Socrates of his family
affairs, ¢« that he told his wife, that his principal
object in.marrying her was to-have a perfon, 1n
whofe difcretion he could confide, who would take
proper care of his fervants, and lay out his money
with ceconomy ;—that one day he obferved her
face painted, and that fhe had high heeled {hoes ;—
that he chid her feverely for {fuch follies, and afked
her how fhe could imagine to pafs fuch filly tricksona
hufband ? If the wanted to have a better complexion,
why not weave at her loom ftanding upright, why
not employ herfelf in baking and other family ex-
ercifes, which would give her fuch a bloom as no
paint could imitate ”’ ’

But when the Athenian manners became to be
more polifhed, greater indulgence was given to the
ladies in drefs and ornament. They confumed the
whole morning at the toilette, employing paint, and
every drug for cleaning and whitening the fkin.
They laid red even upon their lips, and took great

' C4 care
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care of their teeth. Their hair, rﬁad,e up in buckles
with a hot iron, was perfumed and fpread upon the
‘thoulders. Their drefs was elegant and artfully
contrived to fet off a fine thape.

Jolephus informs us, that the Jewith ladies pow-.
dered their hair with gold duft; a fafhion thay
was carried from Afiato Rome. The firlt writer,
who mentions the hair-pewder now in ufe, is
I’Etoile in his journal for the year 1593. He re-
lates that nuns walked the ftreets of Paris curled and
powdered. That fafhion fpread by degrees through
Europe.

CH A P VI
ON THE TASTE FOR CLEANLINESS,

LEANNESS is remarkable in feveral nations,
C which have made little progrefs in the arts
of life. It appears, therefore, to be inherent in
‘the nature of man, and not entirely a refinement
of polithed nations. The favages of the Caribbee
iflands, once a numerous tribe, were remarked
by writers as neat and cleanly.. In the ifland
Oraheite both fexes are cleanly. They bathe fre-
quently, and wath both before and after their
meals. They wath morning and evening, and
perfume themfelves with aromatic herbs, In the city
of Benin, women are employed to keep the frects

: clean ;
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clean; andin that refpect they are not outdone by
the Dutch. In Corea, people mourn three years
for the death of their parents ; during which fime
they never wath. Dirtinefs muft appear difmal to
that people, aswell as tous.

There are, indeed, feveral inftances to the con-
trary. A Traveller, who vifited the. Tartars in
1246, fays, That they never wafth face nor
hands ; that they never clean a difh, a pot, nor
a garment ; and that, like fwine, they make food
of every thing.”” The prefent inhabitants of
Kamt{chatka anfwer to that defcription in every
article.  The naftinefs of North-American favages,
in their food, in their cabins, and in their garments,
paffes all conception. The Efquimaux, andmany
other tribes are equally nafty. This dirtinefs,
however, proceeds from indolence counteracting
nature ; for cleannefs is agreeable to all, and nafti~
nefs difagreeable. No perfon prefers dirt ; and
even thofe, who are the moft accuftomed to it, are
pleafed with a cleanly appearance in others. Nor
is a tafte for cleannefs beftowed on man in vain.
Tts final caufe is confpicuous ; for it is extremely
wholefome, and naftinefs no lefs unwholefome.

Captain Cook, duringa voyage round the world,
loft buta fingle man by difeafe, who at the fame
time was fickly when he entered the fhip. One
main article that preferved the health of the crew
was cleannefs, The Captain regularly, one morn-~
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ing every week, reviewed his fhip’s company, fo
{ee that every one of them had clean linen ; and he
beftowed the fame care, with refpec to their clothes
and bedding.

In Conftantinople peftilential fevers, and othes
putrid difeafes, very much prevail 5 not from un-
healthinefs in the climate, but from the narrownefs
and naftinef(s of the fireets.

CoHL A PicIX:

REMARKS ON SEVERAL NATIONS, RESPECT-
: ING CLEANLINESS,

THE Japanefe are fo finically clean, as to find
fault even with the Dutch for dirtinefs,
Their inns are not an exception ; nor their little

houfes, in which water is always at hand for wafh-
ing after the operation.

. Many centuries ago, it is recorded of the Eng-
lifk, that they had an averfion to the Danes on ac-
count of their cleannefs, They combed their hair,
and put on a clean fhirt once a-weck. It was re-
puted an extraordinary effort in Thomas a Becket,
that he had his parlour firewed every day with
clean firaw,  The celebrated Erafmus, who vifited
England in the reign of Henry VIII. complains
of the naftinefs and flovenly habits of its people ;
afcribing to that caufe the frequent plagues which

infefted
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tnfefted them. ¢ Their floors,”” fays he, ¢ are
commonly of clay ftrewed with rufhes, under
which lies unmolefted a colle&ion of beer, greafe,
fragments, bones, {pittle, excrements of dogs and
cats, and of every thing that is naufeous.” And
the ftrewing a floor with ftraw or rufhes was com- -
mon in Queen Elifabeth’s time, not excepting even
her prefence-chamber.

In thofe days, however, induftry was as greata
ftranger to England as cleannefs. We may there-
fore infer, that the Englifh are indebted, for their
cleanlinefs, to the great progrefs of induftry among
shem in later times. Does not this place induftry
in an amiable light ?

The Spaniards, who are very indolent, are to
this day as dirty, as the Englifh were three cen-
turies ago. Madrid, their capital, is naufeoufly
nafty. Heaps of unmolefted dirt, in every fireet,
raife in that warm climate a peftiferous fteam,
which threatens to knock down every {tranger.
A purgation was lately fet on foot by royal au-
thority. But people habituated to dirt are not cafily
reclaimed. To promote induftry is the only ef-
feQual remedy. 7

Till the year 1760 there was not a neceflary in
Madrid, though it be plentifully fupplied with
water. The ordure, during night, was™thrown
fom the windows into the ftreet, where it was

C6 gathered
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gathered into heaps. By a royal proclamation fes
ceffaries were ordered to be built. The inhabi-
tants, though long accuftomed to an arbitrary go-
vernment, refented this proclamation as an infringe-
ment of the common rights of mankind, and ftrug--
gled vigoroufly againft it. The phyficians were
the moft violent oppofers. They remonftrated,
that if the filth was not thrown into the ftreets, a
fatal ficknefs would enfue 5 becaufe the putrefcent
particles of air, which the flth attraCted, would
be imbibed by the human body.

Befides induftry, other caufes tend to promote
cleanlinefs. The moifture of the Dutch climate
has a confiderable influence, in this repect ; and,
joined with induftry, produces a furprifing neat-
nefs and cleannefs among people of bufinefs, Men
of figure and fathion, who generally refort to the
Hague, the feat of government, are not fo clean-
ly. On the other hand, the French are lefs clean-
ly than the Englifh, though not lefs induftrioys.
But the lower clafles of people, being in England
more at their eafe than in France, have a greater
tafte for living well, and in particular for keeping
themfelves clean,

CHAP.
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C AR X,

ON LANGCUNGES

ANGUAGE may be accounted in part ra-

tural, in part artificial. In one view it is

the work of providence, in another it is the -

work of man. And this difpenfation of things
is exa&ly conformable to the whole analogy of the
divine government. With refpect to the organs
of fpeech, the fame external apparatus is common
to us and to other animals. In both the work-
manfhip is the fame. In both are difplayed the
fame mechanical laws.  And in order to confer on
them the fimilar endowments of {peech, nothing
more feems neceffary, than the enlargement of their
ideas, without any alteration of anatomical texture.
Man then is not the only creature, perhaps,
whofe organs are capable of forming fpeech. The
voice of fome animals is louder, and the voice of
other animals is more melodious than his. Nor
is the human ear alone fufceptible of fuch impref~
" fions. Animals are often confcious of the im-
port, and even recognize the harmony of found.

In the great fcale of life, the intelligence of
fome beings foars, perhaps as high above man, as
the objeéts of A5 underftanding foar above animal
life. ’

Let us then imagine a man, in fome other planet,
to reflide among beings of this exalted chara&er.

Inftruéted
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Inftruted in their language, he might admire the

magnificence of founds louder or more melodious

than he had heard before. But by reafon of a dif- -
fimilarity and difproportion of ideas, thefe founds

could never conduct him to fenfe ; and the fecrets

of fuch beings would be as fafe in his ears, as ours

are in the ears of any of our domeftic animals.

_ Between the lower claffes and man, however,

there fubfifts one important diftinGtion. They are

formed {tationary ; he progreflive. Had the exa&

meafure of his ideas, as of theirs, been at firlt af-

figned, his language muft have ftood for ever as

fixed and mmmutable as theirs. But time and na-

tural intercourfe prefenti‘ng new 1deas, and the

fcenes of life perpetually varying, the expreflion of
language muft vary in the fame proportion ; and

in order to trace out 1its eriginal, we muft go back

to the ruder ages, and beginning with the early

dawn, follow the gradual iluminations of the

human mind.

Man, we may obferve, is at firft poflefled of few
1deas, and of fill fewer defires. Abforbed in the
prefent object of fenfe, he feldom indulges any
train of reflexion on the paft; and cares not, by
anxious reafoning to anticipate futurity.

All his competitions with his fellows are rather
exertions of body than trials of mind. He values
himfelf on the command of the former, and isdex-

4 trous
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trous in the performance of its various fun&ions.
The feelings of the heart break forth in vifible form,
Senfations glow in the countenance, and paflions
flath in the eye. The emotions of pleafure and
pain, hope and fear, commiferation, forrow, de-
fpair, indignation, contempt, joy, exultation,
triumph, affume their tones; and independently
of art, by an inexplicable mechanifm of nature,
declare the purpofes of man to man.

Such accents and exclamations compofe the firft
elements of a rifing language. And in thefe dif-
tant times, interjection is a part of fpeech, which
retains its primaval character. It is fcarce articu-
lated in any tongue, and is exempted from ar-
bitrary rule.

After the introduction of artificial {igns, the tone
and cadence of the natural were long retained ;
but thefe fell afterwards into difufe; and it be-~
came then the province of art to recal the accents
of nature,

The perfection of eloquence is allowed to con-
fit in fuperadding to fentiment and diction, all
the emphafis of voice and gefture : And action is
extolled by the moft approved judges of antiquity
as the capital excellence. The decifive judgement
of Demofthenes is well known ; and Cicero, who
records that judgment, expatiates himfelf, in al-
moft every page; on that comprehenfive language,

which
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which addreffes itfelf to all nations, and to every
underftanding.

In a certain period of fociety, there reigns a
natural elocution, which the greateft mafters after-
wards are proud to imitate, and which art can fel-
dom fupply. At firft, the talent of the orator,
as of the poet, is an inborn talent. Nor has
Demofthenes, or Tully, or Rofcius, or Garrick,
in their moft animated and admired performances,
reached, perhaps, that vivacity and force which
accompany the rude accents of mankind. _

Speech is much influenced by temper and dif-
pofition.  Let a paffion be bold, rough, cheerful,
tender, or humble; ftill it holds, that the natural
founds prompted by it, are in the fame tone.
And hence the reafon why thefe founds are the
famein all languages.

Some {light refemblance of the fame kind is
difcoverable in many artifical founds. The lan-
guage of a favage is harth ;—of polite people,
fmooth ;—and of women, foft and mufical. The
tongues of favage nations abound in gutturals, or
in nafals. . Yet one would imagine that fuch
words, being pronounced with difficulty, fhould
be avoided by favages, as they are by children,
But temper prevails, and fuggefts to favages harfh
founds comformable to their roughnefs. The
Efquimaux have a language compofed of the
harfheft gutturals ; and the languages of the nor-

thern
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thern  European nations are not remarkably
fimoother. The Scotch peafants are a frank and
plain people ; and their diale& is in the tone of
 their charatter.

Government hath a confiderable influence in
forming the tone of a language. Language in
a democracy is commonly rough and coarfe ;=
in an ariftocracy, manly and plain ;—in a monarchy,
courteous and infinuating ;—in defpotifm, im-

perious with refpe&t to inferiors, and humble with -

refpect to {uperiors.

The tone of the French language is well fuited
to its nature and government. Every man is po-
litely fubmiffive to thofe above him; and this tone
forms the chara&er of the language in general, fo
as even to regulate the tone of the few, who have
occafion to fpeak with authority. The freedom
of the Englifh government forms the manners of
the people. The Englifh language is accordingly
more manly and nervous than the French, and
abounds more with rough founds. The Lacedew
monians of old, a proud and auftere people, af-
feGted to talk with brevity, in the tone of command
more than of advice; and hence the Laconic ftyle,
dry but mafculine. The Attic ftyle is more dif-
ficult to be accounted for., It is fweet and copious,
and had a remarkable delicacy above the ftyle of
any other nation. And yet the democracy of
Athens produced rough manners; witnefs the

comedies

W " R

C—



(42 )
comedies of Ariftophanes, and the orations of Efchi-
res and Demofthenes.

We are not fo intimately acquainted with the
Athenians, as to account for the difference be-
tween their language and their manners. We are
equally ata lofs about the Ruffian tongue, which,
notwithftanding the barbarity of the people, is
fmooth and fonorous ; and, though the Malayans
are the fierceft people in the univerfe, their language
15 the fofteft of all that are fpoken in Afia. All.
that can be faid is, that the operation of a general
caufe may de difturbed by particular circumftances.

Ci H AvP X1
OF THE CRITERION OF A POLISHED TONGUE.

THE connexion of language and manners is
an obvious connexion. They run parallel
with each other, through different periods of their
progrefs. Yet language from various caufes may
artive at a pitch of refinement, unauthorifed by
the tone of public manners. And, on the other
hand, public manners may acquire a fuperior caft
of refinement, which the language alone would
not authorife us to expect.
- Words fluGtuate with the modes of life. They
are varied, or exterminated as harth and diffonant,
' upon
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upon the fame principle; that any mode ot fafhion
is varied or exterminated as rude and vulgar. And
the prevalence of this principle ultimately tends to
the eltablifhment of a general diftin&ion. Hence
the {moothnefs of the Ionic dialec, rather than the
roughnefs of the Doric, recommends itfelf to a
polifhed age.

Peter the Great confidered the German as a
fmooth and harmonious tongue, and ordered. it as
fuch to be ufed at Court. In proporticn as the
Court of Peterfburgh became more polifhed, the
German was difcarded, and the French fubftituted
in its room.

In general, the fuperior refinement of the French
eftablithed its currency, in all the politer circles of
the North of Europe. ‘And upon the fame prin-

~ciple the Greek,. which had no charms for the
Romans, in the ruder ages of the republic, ravi{h-
ed the cars of imperial Rome. -

After the Emperor Charles V. had pleafantly
chara&erifed the feveral languages of Europe, the
general effect of found alone exhaufted the criti-
cifm*. He infinuated no other comparifon, nor

% ¢¢ Francefe ad un amico-—=Tudefco al fuo cavallo—Italiano
alla fua fignora—Spagnuolo a Dio—Inglefe a gli ucelli.”

This apothegm, like an imperial edié, has been rung, for
above two centuries, in the ears of Europe. Though rather
pleafant than ferious, it intimates, from high authority, the
_general effeCls of found, '

enquircd
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enquired into their artificial fabric. ‘The criterion,
liowever, of a polithed tongue feems principally
to refide there. :

It may in general be maintained, that the great
excellence of a rude tongue confifts, if not in per-
Spreuity, at leaft in vivacity and Sirength. 1In thele
modes of excellence our moft remote progenitors
far furpafled us. And the advantages of a culti-
vated tongue, when oppofed to thefe, will confift
chiefly in copioufnefs of expreffion, in the grace

of allufion, and in the combination of more melo-
dious found.

C.H AP, XIL
ON MUSIC.

A Different ftyle and compofition in Mufic
’ are found beft accommodated to the genius
of different nations,

The French mufic, accordingly, as well as the
Italian is univerfally exploded among the Turks;
and whether from the texture of their organs, or
from climate, or from certain habitudes of life,
poflefles no powers to ravifh their ears with har-
mony, or to intereft the paffions.

In general European mufic is difrelithed, or ex-
ploded inthe Eaft, ¢ Your mufic,” faid 2 native

af
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of Egypt to a celebrated traveller, ¢ is a wild and
offenfive noife, which a ferious man can hardly
endure.””  Nor is this an anomalous ex-

ample. When Ifmenias, the greateft mafterin -

mufic at the court of Macedon, was commanded to
perform before the king of Scythia ; the king, hav-
ing heard the performance, far from acquiefcing in
the public admiration, fwore, “that to him the
neighing of a horfe was more agreeable.” So little
acceptable to Scythian ears, and to a barbarous
monarch, were the moft admired compofitions of the
Greeks. :

Even among nations of equal refinement, there
is to each appropriated a ftyle in mufic, refulting
from local circumftances, or from certain peculiari-
ties of chara&er ; and national mufic, becaufe more
intelligible, will ever be more acceptable than
foreign, to the inhabitants of every country.

¢ The admiration, fays a late popular writer,*
pretended to be given to foreign mufic in Britain is,
in general, defpicable affeCtation. In Italy, we
fee the natives tranfported at the opera with all that
variety of delight and paffion, which the compofer
intended to produce. The fame opera in England
is feen, with the moft remarkable liﬁleﬂ'pefs and
inattention. It can raife no paffion in the audience,
becaufe they do not underftand the language in which
it is written,” .

® Dz, Gregorys
The
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! The famewriter, after enumerating feveral caufes,
which conferred pre-eminence on the mufic of the’
ancients, proceeds ‘to obferve, ¢ That if we were
to recover the mufic, which once had fo much
power in the early periods of the Greek ftates, it
might have no fuch charms for modern ears, as fome
great admirers of antiquity imagine.” :
. The extent of thefe charms, it may be added,
even for the ears of Greeks, is magnified beyond
the truth. It can hardly be imagined, that their
mufical education was effential to public morals, or
to frame their governments ; though it might con~
tribute,” in fome degree, to fway the genius of the
youth, te counterbalance the tendency of their gym-
naftic exercifes, and to heighten the fenfibilities of
that refined and ingenious people.

051 AP,
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CH AP XHI

H

ON THE SIMPLICITY ©OF ANCIENT MANNERS.

N early times, people lived in a very fimple man-
“ ner, ignorant of fuch habitual wantsas are com-
monly termed luxury. Rebecca, Rachael, and the
ﬂaug’nters' of Jethro, tended their father’s flocks,
They were really thepherdefles.  Young women
of fathion drew water from the well with their own
hands. The joiner, who made the bridal-bed
of Ulyfles, was Ulyfles himfelf. = The Prin-
cefs of Naufica wathed the family clothes. = Queens
were employed in {pinning. It isfrom this fathion
that young women, in £ngland, are denominated
Jpinflers. :
Priam’s car is yoked by his own fons, when he
goes to redeem from Achilles the body of his fon
He&or. Telemachus yokes his own car. Homer’s
heroes kill and drefs their own viGuals.
~ The ftory of Ruth is a pleafing inftance of fim-
plicity in ancient times; and her laying herfelf
down to fleep at the feet of Boaz, is a no lefs pleaf~
ing inftance of innocence in thofe times. No pee-
ple lived more innocently than the ancient Germans,
though men and women lived together without re-
ferve. They flept promifcuoufly around the wallg
of their houfes ; and yet we never read of adultery
among them. 'The Scotch Highlanders to this day
kive in the fame manner, Not
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Not to mention gold, filver was fcarce in England
during the reigri of the third Edward. Rents were
paid in kind ; and what money they had was locked
up in the coffers of the great barons. Pieces of
plate were bequeathed, even by kings of England,
fo trifling in our eftimation, that' a gentleman of
moderate fortune would be athamed to mention {uch
in his will.

il A P XIVS

ON CRUELTY AND HUMANITY.

Very acute philofopher* derives, from the

difference of food, the mental qualities of
cruelty and humanity. ¢ Certain it is,” fays he,
¢ that the people, who fubfit moftly on animal
food, are cruel and fierce above all others. The
barbarity of the Englith is well known. The
Guares, who live on vegetables, are the fweeteft~
tempered of all men.”

Before venturing on a general rule, one ought to
be well prepared, by an extenfive indu&ion of par-
ticulars. 'What will Mr. Roufleau fay as to the
Moacaflars, who never tafte animal foed, and yetare
acknowledged to be the fierceft of mortals? And
what will he fay as to the Negroes of New Guinea,

% Roufieaw,
gemarkably
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remarkably brutal and cruel? A favourite dog,
companion to his mafter, lives commonly on the re-
fufe of his table, and yet is remarkably gentle.
The Englifh are noted for love of liberty. They
~cannot bear oppreflion ; and they know no bounds
to refentment again{t oppreflors.  He may call this
cruelty, it he be {o difpofed ; but others more can-
did will efteem it a laudable property. But to charge
a nation, in general, with cruelty and ferocity, can
admit of no excufe but ftubborn truth. Ignorance
cannot be admitted ; and yet he fhews grofs igno-

rance, as no people are more noted for humanity. -

In no other nation do fympathetic affe¢tions more
prevail. None are more ready, in cafes of diftrefs,
to flretch out a relieving hand.  Did not the Eng-
lifh, in abolithing the herrid barbarity of torture,
give an illuftrious example of humanity to all other
nations? Nay his inflance, that butchers are pro-
hibited from being put upon a jury, the only par-
ticular inftance he gives of their cruelty, is, on the
contrary, a proof of their humanity. For why are
butchers excluded from being judges in criminal
caufes? For no other reafon, than that being inured
to the blood of animals, they may have too little re-
gard to the lives of their fellow-fubjelts.

Fleth is compofed of particles of different kinds.
In the ftomach, as in a ftill, it is refolved into its
component particles. 'Will Mr. Rouffeau venture
to fay, which of thele component particles it is,

' D that
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generates acruel difpofition ? Many from the form
of his teeth, and from other circumftances, is evi-
dently fitted by his Maker, for animal as well as
vegetable food ; and it would be an imputation on
providence, that either of them fhould have any
bad effect on his mind, more than on his body.

CHHAYP . XV,

OF INDELICATE MANNERS.

T HE manners of the Greeks were extremely
coarfe ; fuch as may be expe&ed from a
peop e living among their {laves, without any fomety
with virtuous women. And is it not here natural
to remark that the rough and harth manners of our
Weft-Indian planters, proceed from the unreftrain-
ed licence of venting ill humous upon their negro
flaves?

T'he behaviour of Demofthenes and Zfchines to
each other, n their public harangues, is exceedingly
coarfe. But Athens was a democracy 3 and a de-
mocracy, above all other governments, is rough and
licentious. In the Athenian comedy neither Gods
nor men are {pared.

‘What ftronger inftance would one require of in-
- delicacy in the manners of the Greeks, than that

they held all the world, except themfelves, to be
barbarians ?
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barbarians?  In that particuliar, however, they are
not altogether fingular.  The people of Congo
think all the world to be the work of angels, except
their own dear country, which they hold to be the
handy- work of the Supreme Architect. The Green-
landers have a high conceit of themfelves, and in
private make a mock of the Europeans. Defpifing
arts and fciences, they value themfelves on their
{kill in catching feals, ‘conceiving it to be the only

ufeful art.  They confider themfelves as the only:

civilized and well-bred people ; and when they fee
2 modeft ftranger, they fay, ‘¢ he begins to be a
man ;> that is to be like one of themfelves.

Sometimes, however, {parks of light are perceiv-

ed breaking through the deepeft gloom. ~When
the Athenians were at war with Philip King of
Macedon, they intercepted fome letters addrefled by
him to his minifters. Thefe they opened for in-
telligence. But one to his Queen Olympias they
left with the meflenger untouched. This was done,
not by a fingle perfon, but by the authority of the
whole people. - e

So coarfeand indelicate were Roman manners, that
whipping was a punifhment inflicted on the oflicers
of the army, not even excepting Centurions. Doth
it not thow extreme grofinefs of manners, 10 ex-
prefs in plain words what modefty bids us conceal 2
And yet this is common in Greek and Roman
writers ? \

D2 : ‘The
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The manners of Europe, before the revival of
letters, were no lefs coarfe than cruel. In the
days of Charlemagne, judges were forbidden to
hold courts but in the morning, with an empty
ftomach. It would appear, that men in thofe
days were not afhamed to be feen drunk, even in
a court of juflice.

- How lamentable would our condition be, were
we as much perfecuted as our forefathers with
omens, dreams, prophefies, aftrologers, witches,
and apparitions ! Qur forefathers were robuft both
in mind and body, and could bear, without much
pain, what would totally overwhelm us.

Swearing, as an expletive of {peech, is a violent
{ymptom' of rough and coarfe manners. Even
women in Plautus ufe it fluently. It prevailed in
Spain and in France, till it was banifhed by po-
ite manners.  Our Queen Elifabeth was a bold
fwearer 5 and the Englith populace, who are rough
beyond their neighbours, are noted by ftrangers
for that vice. In vain have a&s of parliament
been made againft fwearing. It is eafy to evade
the penalty, by coining new oaths. ~ Polifhed
manners are the only effeGual cure for that ma-
Iady.

When a people begin to emerge out of bar-

arity, loud mirth and rough jokes come in place
of rancour and refentment. About a century ago,
it was ufual for the fervants and retainers of the

Court
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Court of Seflion in Scotland, to break out into

riotous mirth and uproar the lalt day of every

term, throwing bags, duft, fand or ftones, all
around.  We have undoubted evidence of that
diforderly pratice from an act of the Court, pro-
hibiting it under a fevere penalty, as dithonourable
to the Court, and unbecoming the civility requifite
in fuch a place.

YR M r——

EEL AR XV,

INSTANCES OF LOW ANCIENT MANNERS.,

HERE is a great difference between lovg'
and {imple manners. The latter are agree=
able, not the former. Among the ancient Egyp-
tians, to cram a man was an a&t of high refpect.
The Greeks, in their feafts, diftinguifhed their
heroes by a double portion. Ulyfles cur a fat
piece, out of the chine of a wild boar, for Demo-
docus the bard. The fame refpeétful politenefs
is pradtifed, at prefent, among the American fa-
vages. S0 much are men alike, in {imilar cir-
cumftances. Telemachus complains grievoufly of
Penelope’s fuitors, that they were gluttons, and
confumed his beef and mutton. .
In Rome, every gueft brought his own napkin
to a feaft ; which a flave carried home, filled with
what was left of the entertainment,

i35 - 1 Trhe
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The manners of the Greeks did not corref, pond
to thie delicacy of their tafte in the fine arts : Nor
can it be expeéted, when they were ftrangers to
that polite fociety with women, which refines be-
haviour, and elevates manners.

To live by plunder was held honourable, by
fome of the Grecian ftates ; for it was their opini-
on, that the rules of juftice are not intended for
reftraining the powerful. ~ All frangers were ac-
counted enemies, as among the Romans, and inns
were unknown, becaule people lived at home, hav-
ing very little intercourfe even with thof~ of their
own nation. Inns were unknown in Germany,
and to this day are unknown in the remote parts of
the highlands of Scotland: but the reafon is quite
oppofite.  For hofpitality prevailed greatly among
the ancient Germans, and continues to prevail {o
much among our highlanders, that a gentleman
takes it foran affront, if a ftranger pafshis door.

At a congrefs between Francis I. of France, and
Henry VIII. of England, among other fpe@acles
for public entertainment, the two Kings had a
wreltling-match. Had they forgot that they were
fovereign princes ?

AR



(435}

CHAP. XVIL

OF THE INFLUENCE OF WAR ON THE HUMAN
; CHARACTER.,

NE would imagine war to be 2 foil too rough

for the growth of civilization ; and YCt it 1s

not always an unkindly foil. Woar between two
two fmall tribes is fierce and cruel’; buta large
ftate mitigates refentment, by direfting 1t not

againft individuals, but againft the flate. Cruelty

fubfides; and magnanimity, in its ftcad, trans-
forms foldiers from brutes to heroes. Some time
ago, it was ufual in France to demand battle ; and
it was held dithonourable to decline it, however un-
equal the match. Before the battle of Pavia,
Francis . wrote to the Marquis Pefcara, the Im-
perial General, You will find me before Pavia,
and you ought to be here in fix days: I give you
twenty. Let not the fuperiority of my forces {erve
for an excufe ; 1 will fight you with equal num-
bers.”” Here was heroifm without prudence ; but,
in all reformations, 1t is natural to go from one
extreme to another.

While the King of England held any pofleflions
in France, war was perpetual between the two na-
tions, which was commonly carried on with more
magnanimity, than 1s ufual between inveterate

D 4 - enemies
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enemies. It became cuftomary to give prifoners
their freedom, upon a fimple parole to return with
their ranfom at a day named. The fame was the
cuftom in the border-wars between the Englifh
and Scots, before their unjon under one monarch.
Both parties found their account equally in fuch
honourable behaviour,

Edward Prince of Wales, in a pitched battle
againft the French, took the Uluftrious Betrand
du Cuefclin prifoner. He tong declined to accept
2 ranfom ; but, ﬁnding 1t whifpered that he was
afraid of that hero, he inftantly fet him at liberty
without aranfom. ‘This may be deemed impolitic,
or whimfical. But is love of glory lefs praife-
worthy than love of conqueft ¢

"The Duke of Guife, who was victorious in the
battle of Dreux, refted a1l night in the field of
battle ; and gavethe Prince of Condé, his 'prifoner;,
a fhare of his bed, where they lay like brothers,

Never was gallantry in war carried to a greater
height, than between the Englifh and Scotch bog.
derers, before the crowns were united, The
night after the battle of Otterburn, the viGors ang
vanquifhed lay promifcuoufly -in the fame camp,
without apprehending the leaft danger from one ap-
other,

"The manners of ancient warriors were very dif-
ferent.  Homer’s hero, though fuperior to all in
-~ bodily firength, takes every advantage of his enemy,
and



DSk )

and never feels either compaffion or remorfe. The
policy of the Greeks and Romans in war, was to
weaken a flate by plundering its territory, and
deftroying its- people. Humanity with us pre-
vails even in war. Individuals, not in arms, are
fecure, which faves much innocent blood.

CH AP, XKVHE

OF THE INFLUENCE OF PERSECUTION ON
MANNERS.

MANNERS are deeply affeCted by perfecu-
tion. - The forms of procedure in the In-
quifition enable the inquifitors to ruin whom they
pleafe. A perfon accufed is not confronted with
the accufer. Every fort of accufation 1s welcome,
and from every perfon. A child, acommon pro-
ftitute, one branded with infamy, are reputable
witnefles. A man is compelled to give evidence
againft his father, and a woman againft her huf-
band. Nay, the perfons accufed are compelled
to inform againft themfelves, by guefling what fin

they may have been guilty of. Such odious, cruel,.
and tyrannical proceedings made all Spain tremble. -

Every man diftrufted his neighbour, and even his
own family. A total end was put to friendfhip,
and to focial freedom. Hence the gravity and re-

D-5 ferve
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ferve -of a people, who have naturally all the vi-
vacity, arifing from a temperate clime and bounti-
ful foil*. Hence the profound ignorance of that
people, while other European natiors are daily
improving in every art; and in every {cience.
Human nature is reduced to its loweft ebb, when
governed by fuperftition clothed with power.

Ct HEaRP. XIX:

ON SEW FI S H NESio

SELFISHNESS prevails among favages ; be-

caufe corporeal pleafures are its chief objelts,
and of thefe every favage is perfeltly fenfible. Be-
nevolence and real affe@ion are too refined for a
favage, unlefs of the fimpleft kind, fuch as the ties of
blood. 'While artificial wants were unknown,
felfithnefs, tho’ prevalent, made no capital figure.
The means of gratifying the calls of nature were
i plenty ; and men who are not afraid of ever be-
ing in want, never think of providing againft it. ‘The
Carribbeans, who know no wants but what nature
wnfpires, are amazed at the induftry of the Europeans

* The populace of Spain, too low game for the Inquifition,
are abundantly chearful, perhaps more fo than thofe of France.
The Spanith women, it is faid, are perpetvally dancing, finging,
laughing, or talking,

in
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in amaffing wealth. Liften to one of them ex-
poftulating with a Frenchman in the following

terms : ‘¢ How miferable art thou to expofe thy.

perfon to tedious and dangerous voyages, and to
. fuffer thyfelf to be oppreffed with anxiety about
futurity | An inordinate appetite for wealth is thy
bane ; and yet thou art no lefs tormented 1n pre-
ferving the goods thou haft acquired, than in ac-
quiring more. Fear of robbery or fhipwreck fuf-
fers thee not to enjoy a quiet moment. Thus
thou groweft 44 inithy youth, thy hair turns grdy,
thy forchead - nkled, a thoufand ailments af-
fi& thy body " thoufand diftreffes furround thy
heart, and thee moveft with painful hurry to the
grave. Why ‘art thou not conftent with what
thine own country produceth ? Why not contemmt
{fuperfluities, as we doitee ;

But men are not long contented with f{imple
neceflaries. An unwearied appetite, to be more
and mofe comfortably provided,. leads themy from
neceffarics to conveniencies, and from thefe to every
fort of luxury. Avarice turns headftrong ; and

1ocks and bars, formerly unknown, become ne-
ceffary to prote€t people from the rapacity of their

neighbours. j
- When the goods of fortune come to be prized,
felfithnefs foon difplays itfelf. Admiral Watfon
being introduced to the King of Baba, in-Madaga-
D6 ~ fcar

R —




il )

fcar, was afked by his Majefty, what prefents he
had brought ? Hence the cuftom, univerfal among -
barbarians, of always accofting a king, or any man
of high rank, with prefents. Sir John Chardin
fays, that this cuftom prevails almoft through all
Afia. It is reckoned an honour to receive pre-
fents.  They are received in public ; and a time
1s chofen when the crowd is greatelt, Itis a max-
im too refined for the potentates of Afia, that
there is more honour in beftowing than in re-
ceiving. :
One peculiar excellence of man, above all other
animals, is the capacity he has of improving by
education and example.  In proportion as his
faculties refine, he acquires a relifh for - fociety,
and finds a pleafure in benevolence, generofity, and
in every other kind affeCtion, far above what {elfith-
nefs can afford. How agreeable s this fcene | Alas,
too agreeable to be lafting. Opulence and luxury
inflame the hoarding appetite ; and felfithnefs at
Jaft prevails, as it did originally.
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OF THE INFLUENCE OF OPULENCE ON
MANNERS.

U D E and illiterate nations are tenacious of
their laws and manners ; for they are govern-
ed by cuftom, which is more and more rivetted by
length of time. A people, on the contrary, who
are polifhed by having paffed through various {cenes,
are full of invention, and conftantly thinking of
new modes. Manners, in particular, can never
be ftationary in a nation refined by profperity and
the arts of peace. Good government will advance
men to a high degree of civilization ; but the very
beft government will not preferve them from cor-
ruption, after becoming rich by profperity.
Babylon is arraigned by Greek writers for luxury,

fenfuality and profligacy. But Babylon reprefents

the capital of every opulent kingdom, ancient and
modern. The manners of all are the fame; for
power and riches never fail to produce luxury, fen-
{uality, and profligacy.

In no other hiftory is the influence of profperity
and opulence on manners fo confpicuous, as in
that of old Rome. During the fecond Punic war,
when the Romans were reduced by Hannibal teo
fight pro aris et focis, Hiero, King of Syracufe,

5 fent
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fent to Rome a large quantity of corn, with a go?-:
den ftatue of victory weighing three hundred and
twenty pounds, which the fenate accepted. But,
thiough their finances were at the lowelt ebb, they
accepted but the lighteft of forty golden vafes, pre-
fented to them by the city of Naples; and politely
returned, with many thanks, fome golden vafes
fent by the city of Peftum in Lucania; a rare in-
ftance of magnanimity. Bat no degree of virtue is
proof again(t the corruption of conqueft and opu-
lence. Upon the influx of Afiatic riches and luxury,
the Romans abandoned themfelves to every vice.

They became, in particular, wonderfully avarici-

ous, breaking through every reftiaint of juftice and
humanity. ¢ After it had become an honour to
be rich,” fays Salluft, ‘“ and glory, empire and
power, became the attendants of riches, virtue de-
clined apace, poverty was reckoned difgraceful,
and innocence was held fecret malice. Thus to the
introduction of riches our youth owe their luxury,
their avarice, and pride.”

The profligacy of the Roman people, during the
triumvirate of Cafar, Pompey and Craflus, is paint-
ed in lively colours by Appian. “ For along time,”
fays he, ¢ diforder and confufion overfpread the
commonwealth. No office was obtained but by
fa&ion, bribery, or criminal fervice. No man was
afthamed to buy votes, which were fold in open
market. ‘One man there was, who, to obtain a

lucrative .
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lucrative office, expended eight hundred talents.*
Il men enriched themfelves with public money,
or with bribes. No honelt man would ftand can-
didate for an office ; and into a fituation fo mifer-
able was the commonwealth reduced, that once for
eight months it had not a fingle magiftrate.”

"The free ftates of Italy, which had become rich
by commerce, employed mercenary troops to fave
their own people, who were more profitably em-
ploved at home. But, as mergenaries gained no-
thing by victory or bloodfhed, they did very little
execution againft one another. They exhaufted
the ftates which employed them, without doing any
real fervice. Our condition is in.fome degree
fimilar. We employ generals and admirals, who,
by great appointments, {foon lofe the relifh for glory,
intent only to prolong a war for their own benefit.
According to our prefent manners, where luxury
and felfithnefs prevail, it appears an egregious blun-
der, to enrich a general or admiral, during his
command. Have we any reafon to expe&t, that
he will fight like one whofe fortune depends en his
good behaviour? This fingle error againft good
policy has reduced Britain more than once to a low
condition, and may prove its ruin at laft.

/ ¥ About 150,000 pounds,
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CUTL A B O,

ON THE INTENTION OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS,

IGHT is intended by our Maker for aQion,
and darknefs for reft. In the fourteenth
century, the fhops in Paris were opened at four in
the morning ; at prefent a fhopkeeper is fcarce
awake at feven. The King of France dined at
eightin the morning, and retired to his bed-cham-
ber at the fame hour in the evening ; an early hour-
at prefent for public amufements.

The Spaniards adhere to ancient cuftom ; for
manners and fathions feldom change where women
are locked up.  Their King, to this day, dines
precifely at noon, and fups no lefs precifely at nine
in the evening.

During the reign of Henry VIII. fafhionable
people in England breakfafted at feven in the morn-
ing, and dined at ten.  In Elizabeth’s time, the
nobility, gentry, and ftudents, dined at eleven in
the morning, and fupped between five and fix in
the afternoon.  In the reign of Chatles II. four
in the afternoon was the appointed hour for aQting
plays. At prefent, even dinner is at a later hour.

The King of Yeman, the greatelt prince in
Arabia Felix, dines at nine in the morning, fups

at five in the afternoon, and goes to reft at
eleven.
From



; [ 65 ')

From this fhort {pecimen it appears, that the
occupations of day-light commence gradually latex
_and later ; as if there were a temdency, in polite
nations, of converting night into day, and day into
night.

Nothing happens without a caufe. ~ Light dif-
pofes to a&ion, darknefs to reft.  The diverfions
of day are tournaments, tennis, hunting, racing, and
other a&ive exercifes. The diverfions of night are
fedentary ; plays, cards, and converfation. Balls
are of a mixed nature, partly active in dancing,
partly fedentary in converfing. Formerly active
exercifes prevailed among a robuft and plain people.
"The milder pleafures of fociety prevail as manners
refine. Hence it is,” that candle-light amufements
are now fafhionable in France, and in other polifhed
countries ; and when fuch amulements are much
relithed, they banifh the robult exercifes of the
field. Balls, perhaps, were formerly more frequent
in day-light. At prefent, candle-light is the fa-
vourable time.  The altive part is, at that time,
equally agreeable, and the fedentary part, more fo.

€CHAPR
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ACH AR XL

ON GAMING,

GAM ING is the vice of idle people.  Savages
: arcaddited to gaming ; and thofe of North

America, in particular, are fond to diftraction of a
game termed the platter. A lofing gamefter will
ftrip himfelfto the fkin ; and fome have been known
to ftake their liberty, though by them valued above
all other bleflings. Negroes on the flave-coaft of
Guinea, will ftake their wives, their children, and
even themfelves. :

- The Greeks were an a&ive and {prightly people
conftantly engaged in war, orin cultivating the fine
arts.  They had no leifure for gaming, nor any
knowledge of it. Happy for them was their ig-
norance ; for no other vice tends more to render
men felfith, dithoneft, and, in the modifh ftyle dif-
honourable, A gamelfter, a friend to no man, 1s a
very great enemy to himfelf.  The luxurious of the
prefent age pafs every hour in gaming, that can be
fpared from fenfual pleafure. Idlenefs is their ex-
cufe, asitis among favages; and they would, in
fome degree, be excufeable, were they never aGtu-
ated by a more difgraceful motive.

CHAP.
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C. AR, T XXIH,

GN PARTICULAR CUSTOMS,

RITERS do not carefully diftinguifh par-
ticular cuftoms from general manners. For-
merly, women were not admitted upon the ftage
sn France, Italy, or England. At that very time,
none but women were admitted in Spain. From
¢hat fafhion, it would berafh to infer, that women
have more liberty in Spain, than in the other
countries mentioned ; for the contrary is true. In
Hindoftan, eftablifhed cuftom prompts women to
burn themfelves alive with the bodies of their de-
ceafed hufbands ; but from that fingular cuftom, it
would be a falfe inference, that the Hindoo women
“are either more bold, or more affe@ionate to their
hufbands, than in other countries. ;

The Polanders, even after they became Chriftians,
in the thirteenth century, adhered to the cuftoms of
their forefathers, the-Samaritans, 1n killing infants
born deformed, and men debilitated by age ; which
would betoken horrid barbarity, if it” were nota
{fingular cuftom.

Roman Catholics imagine, that there is no re=
ligion in England, nor in Holland ; becaufe, from
a fpirit of eivil liberty, all {c&s are there tole-
rated. :

4 The
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"The encouragement given toaffaflination in Ttaly,
where every church is a fan¢tuary, makes ftrangers
rafhly infer, that the Italians are all affaffins,

Writers fometimes fall into an oppofite miftake,
attributing to a particular nation certain manners
and cuftoms, common to all nations, in one or
other period of their progrefs. v

It is remarked by Heraclides Ponticus, as pecu-
liar to the Athamanes,s that the men fed the flocks,
and the women cultivated the ground.  This has
been the practice of all nations in their progrefs from
the thepherd-ftate to that of hufbandry ; and is at
prefent the pra&ice among American favages. The
fame author obferves, as peculiar to the Celta and
~ Aphitai, that they leave their doors open without
hazard of theft. But that practice is common
among all favages in the firft fage of fociety, before
the ufe of money is known.

©H AP
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OB A P XXIV,

OF UNNATURAL CUSTOMS.

F -we furvey the condition of rude nations, in

. various corners of the world, we fhall find the
tuman frame degraded by violent and unnatural
cuftoms. Nor is it in the option of individuals to
embrace, or to refift fuch cuftoms. The violence
is frequently, by the impofition of parents, render-
ed almoft coeval with exiftence. The body, in its
infant ftate, being pliantand ductile, is more eafily di-
vefted of its jultproportions, and the limbs and mem-
bers are then capable of being moulded into a variety
of unnatural and artificial forms, impracticable in
maturer years. 1f diftortions, then, of feature and
perfon, are thus early introduced, more ferious
and extenfive confequences may poflibly arife from
the fame fource. ~

Among the Chinefe, the fmallnefs of the feet of
the women is reckoned a principal part of their
beauty, and no {wathing is omitted, when they are
young to give them that accomplifhment; fo that
when they grow up, they may be faid to totter rather
than to walk. This fanciful piece of beauty was
probably invented by the ancient Chinefe, in order
to palliate their jealoufy. '

‘This violence being directed to the extremities
of the body, fituated at a diftance from the princi-

pal
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pal organs of fenfation, the effet on the animal
geconomy is more fupportable, and the vitals of the
conftitution probably elude the injury.  But, un-
fortunately, the impreflion is made by fome tribes
of mankind, where the conftitution is moft vulner-
able, and the more fenfible parts fuftain a fhock,
annoying to the whole nervous fyftem. Among
one people, to flatten the dimenfions of the head ;
among another, to render it more convex ; parents
have recourfe to the moft thocking expedients of
art, and the natural guardians of infancy become
its chief tormentors. The names, by which cer-
tain Indian tribes in North America have been dif-
tinguithed, are expreflive of fuch unnatural.charac-
teriftics. The Caraibees of the Weft Indies, by
contrivances and applications of art nearly {imilar,
have acquired a caft of phyfiognomy altogether
peculiar.  The Indians of Afia are not entirely
excmpted from the fame odious abufes.  But the
principal feat of the enormity is certain regions of
Africa, where the art of dishguring the human
perfon is, perhaps, the only art, which has made
fuch progrefs among the rude inhabitants as to mark
their departure from a ftate of nature.

In fuch deplorable fafhions, which ftifle the voice
of nature, the fufferers, and the authors of the fuf-
ferings, almoft equally claim commiferation. But,
to diftort the natural form, with an avowed purpofe

to derange the intelle&uals of man, is a condutt fe
fagitious



&9 :

flagitious and enormous, as has never flained the
manners of favage and untutored tribes ; yet, not
many ages ago, even this enormity exifted in the
manners of Europe, where, in various inftances,
the forming fosls for the entertainment of the great,
was the ultimate end propofed in mutilazing the
human figure.

The recital of fuch examples fills humanity with
horror, and the poflibility of their exiftence would
hardly be admitted in a cultivated period, did not
hiftory eftablith the faéts, upon inconteftible au-
thority, and number them among the corruptions,
which are found in fo many focietics of men, to
degrade the dignity of our fpecies.

There is a variety of other cultoms among rude
tribes, which take their rife from the llufions of
imagination. In obferving the gradations of colour
among the races of mankind, our ideas of beauty
are often entirely governed, or greatly influenced,
by a regard to the moft general form of nature we
are accuftonied to contemplate. Among a nation
of Blacks, the White ; among a nation of Whites,
the Black was never the approved complexion.
The Hottentots, an ambiguous race, equally allied
to either extreme, are at pairis to deepen the fhade of
black, as if to maintain a conformity with the pre-
vailing complexion of Africa. On the other hand,
the Moors of Barbary, the counterpart of the Hot-
¢entots in the northern hemifphere, who poflefs,

like
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like them, the medium complexion, difcover little
predileétion for either extreme, which is owing,
probably, to an almoft equal correfpondence with
African and European nations. . :

Upon the fame principle, the copper colour of
the Americans is regarded among them as a cri-
terion of beauty ; and it feems to be the object of
art, by paihting the face with vermilion, to main-
tain, in-all its perfeCtion, the predominant com-
plexion of the Indian race. ; :

Even the univerfal principles of tafte, when not
duly regulated, may lead to egregious abufe. Un-
equal degrees of beauty, of elegance, and of {trength,
enter into the various contexture of the human body ;
and all attempts are vain to fuperinduce by violence
or art, that perfeGtion, which is denied by nature.
Conlftitutional blemifhes or defe&s may be heigh-
~ tened by too cager a defire to abolifh them ; and
by the violent fubftitution of other proportions and
lineaments than are confiftent with the primzval
configuration of the parts, though more conformable,
perhaps, to fome ideal ftandard of perfection,

But fome of the more flagrant examples of via-
lence done to the perfon, to be met with in the
cuftoms of rude tribes, are neither authorized nor
fuggefted by any perception of beauty. They are
defigned, in reality, to create oppofite emotions, and
are dictated by the ferocity of warlike people, on
purpofe to confound their enemies, by appearances
fcarcely human. The
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The gentler fex, whofe conftant aim is to im-~
prove the beauty of the outward form, and who
fubdue mankind only by their charms, even in the
African climates, never deviate fo far from nature.
In the ifland of Biflao, near to the river Gambia,
the matrons are drefled in decent attire ; and the
perfons of the young, though without all fort of
apparel, are notunadorned. The degrees of em-
bellithment indicate rank and condition ; and the
eldeft danghter of the reigning monarch is diftin-
guifhed from the other ladies of the court by
elegance of painting, and the richnefs of her brace-
lets. But all the happier refinements of fancy
are difregarded in. the apparatus of war.

The Giagas, thofe bloody favages of Africa, whoare
as regardlefs of natural as of moral beauty, affume
the moft infernal afpe& to render themfelves more
formidable to other tribes. The fame principle
authorizes the abufe of perfon among various In-
dian tribes in North America ; and authorized it,
according to Tacitus the Roman Hiftorian, among
a tribe of the ancient Germans.

But an afpe& fo tremendous to a foreign enemy,
may become venerable among people of the fame -
tribe. The dignity of the expreflion is more con-
fidered than the deformity of the pi¢ture. "The beau-
tifu] is abforbed in the fublime ; and the {pectacle,
how odious foever in itfelf, is endured, as defcrip-

E tive
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tive of the degrees of heroifm and martial vigour3
virtues chiefly refpeted in a rude age.

Rehg:ous fanatici{m, it may be obfetved, is fre-
quently another fource of the moft wretched de-
bafement. = Penances, mortifications, Monkifh
feverities, and a number of flagrant obfervances, in
the ritual of fuperflition, that annoy our frame,
have, to the difgrace of the world, been deemed.
meritorious in the fight of Heaven; as if one
Tpecies of guilt could be expiated by another; or,
as if to d‘eform and abufe our nature, could ever be
acceptable to the author of all beauty and excel-
lence. :

But it is not neceffary to carry our refearches
anxioufly into the principles, which have concur-
red, to the introdution and eftablithment of fo
many abfurd cuftoms among mankind. It is fuf-
ficient to obferve, that the cuftoms themfelves,
from what fountain foever they flow, are often at-
tended with confequences, no lefs deftruive, than
odious. Thus, what arifes from human folly,
may become undiftinguithable from ‘the originat
workmanfbip ; or rather, certain dxﬁm&xons, at
firft adventitious, may become the charalleriftics of
a tribe, and even be, in part, tranfmiffible and
hereditary to future generations.

The cuftoms, indeed, under review, belong
chiefly to an unpolithed flate of fociety ; but they
are often fucceeded by others of a tendency fonme-

what
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" what fimilar. The {wathing of infants, the con~
finement of drefs, and other abfurd prafices in
our- eeconomny, unprecedented ‘among barbarians,
might be mentioned as counterparts of the fame
violence, among polifhed nations. In general,
perhaps, . the hardy difcipline of early times is more
aufpicious to health, vigour, and fymmetry of form,
than the more refined culture, and fofter habxts, of
a luxurious age.

But, without running the parallel‘ of public
manners, in different periods of civil progrefs, it
may be affirmed, that fome of the groffer and more
heinous abufes, we have here remarked, are irre-
coverably deftructive of the human figure, and

perhaps remotely touch the {prings of our intellec-
tual frame,
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ON THE RESEMBLANCE OF THE ORANG
OUTANG TO MAN.

- T HE Orang Outang, in a great meafure, re-
fembles man in the ftru&ture of his body,
and therefore, fays Mr. Buffon, the Indians are ex-
cufable for having affociated him with the human
race, under the name of Orang Outang, which fig-
pifies in their language, a wi/d man. ;

As to the relations of travellers” concerning this
animal, I fhall begin, fays Lord Monboddo*, with
that of Bontius, who was firft  phyfician in Bata-
via, and has written a learned natural hiftory of
India, in which he relates, that he faw feveral
Orang Outangs, of both fexes, walking eret ;
and he pasticularly obferved the female, that fhe
{hewed figns of modefty, by hiding herfelf fiom
men, whom fhe did not know. And he adds
that thewept and groaned, and performed other hu-
man actions: fo that little feemed to be {vanting
in her, except fpeech. '

Purchas, in his colle&ion of voyages, reports,
upon the credit of one Battel, whom he faw and
converfed with, that there is, in Alrica, an ani-
mal, which he calls Pongo, refembling a man in

* This curious account is taken from his lordfhip’s animadver-

fions on the fubject,
every
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every refped, only that he is much bigger, and
like a giant ;—that thefe animals walk always up-
right, and are armed with {ticks, with which they
attack even glephants, and drive them out of their
woods.. They live upon fruits only, and eat no
fleth. They fleep in trees, and make huts to de-
fend themfelves againft the fun and rain; and,
when one of them dies, the reft cover the body
with a heap of branches and foliage. He fays
there are two kinds of them ; the one he calls
Pongo, which is tall ; and the other he calls Enjocko,
or Focko, who is much lefs than a man. He fays,
that they cannot fpeak ; but have more under{tand-
ing than the other animals. He adds, that Bat-
tel told him, that they had carried off from him a
little negro boy, who came back to him again, after
ftaying a year with them, without fuffering any harm.

Gaffendi, the philofopher, having advanced, up-
on the credit of one St. Ammand, a traveller, that
there were, in the ifland of Java, apes refembling
men ; the fa& was denied: M. Peirefc, however,
in defence of Gaflendi’s affertion, produced a
letter from Mr. Noelle, a phyfician, who was
then living in Africa. Mr Buffon has quoted
the very \Vords of the letter ; the {ubftance of which
is, that in Guinea, there are apes of great fize to
which he gives - the name of Barri. They have
long white beards, which gi;ve them a venerable
appearance ; and they walk with gravity and com-
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- pofure. When they are clothed, they immediate-
ly walk erc&t ; and they play very well upon the
pipe, harp, and other inftruments.

- Mr. Buffon quotes three other travellers as giv-
ing the {fame account of thefe Barri ; and he quotes
a fourth, who fpeaks of their great docility, faying,
- that if they are caught, and taught when they
are young, they learn to perform all domeftic offices,
and, particularly, to carry water; and, if they let
fall, and break the veflel, they fall a crying.

M. de ta Brofle, who made a voyage to Angola
in 1738, fays, that the Orang Outangs, whom he
calls by the name of Quimpezes, being probably the
name which the natives of Angola gave them, are
from {ix to feven feet high. They make tothem-
felves huts; and the weapon they ufe isa flick.
He fays fusther, that he puschafed. from a: negro
two young Orang Outangs, one of which was a
male, fourteen moons old, and the other a female
of twelve moons. He carried them aboard the ~
thip with him; and he fays,that they had. the
an{tinét to.eat of every thing, and to.drink wine
and other liquors. * They contrived to make them-
felves under{tood to the cabin-boys; and when
they did not give them what they wanted, they
fell into a paffion, feized them, bit them, and
threw them dowsn to the ground. T'he male, he
fays, fell fick, while they were on the road, and
made himfelf to be treated like a fick perfon. He

Wgs



{ 79 1

was twice blooded ; and afterwards, when he ailed
any thing, he held out his arm, and made figns
that they fhould bleed him.

Another authority, quoted by Mr. Buffon, is, that
of an Englifh traveller, one Harry Grofs, who re-
lates, that, fomewere upon the coaft of Coroman-
del, there were two of the little * kind caught,
fcarcely three feet high, the one a male, and the
other a female, and given, as a prefent, to Mr.
Horn, the governor of Bombay ;—that they were
entirely of the human form ;—that their action,
in a great meafure, refembled that of a man ;—and
that they made their bed in the box, in which they
were put, with great care. They were fenfible of
their captivity, and appeared, on that account,
melancholy, The female died on board a fhip,
which afflited the other {fo much, that he abftain-~
ed from food, and furvived his companion but two
days.

And, that we may have the authority ofan Italian,
as well as a French and Englith traveller, I f{hall
quote, from Mr. Buffon, the teftimony of Gamelli
Carreri, who fays, that thefe apes feem to have
more wit than men, in certain refpets. For, when
the fruits upon the mountains fail, they come down
to the thore, where they find oyfters of a great fize,

* Some of the Orang Outangs are from fix to feven feet,
and others of them do not exceed three feet, in height.

E 4 weighing
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weighing feveral pounds. Some of thefe lie open
upon the beech. 'But, for fear they thould fhut,
and catch them, while they are taking out the
oyfter, they put in a ftone, which prevents that
danger ; and {o they take out the oyfter without any
3 : <k

"The laft teftimony I thall mention, from Buffon,
is that of Buffon himfelf, who fays, that he faw
one of the fmall kind, who walked always upon
- two ; and, in that, and all his movements, was
grave and compofed. He was of a fweet temper,
and, in that refpe very different from the ape or
Monkey kind : for he did every thing, that he was
defired to do, by {igns or words ; whereas thofe of
the other kind did nothing, but from the fear of
blows. He gave his hand to thofe who came to fee
him, in order to fhew them the way out; walked
with them, with great gravity, as if he bhad been of
thelr company ; and when he was fet at table, he
behaved, in every refpe&t, like a man, not only do-
ing what he was bid, but often acting voluntarily,
and without being defired.

To thefe authorities, I fhall add that of a credi-
table merchant in Briftol, who was formerly cap- -
tain of a fhip trading to the flave coaft of Africa,
and made feveral voyages thither. His fon fuc-
ceeded him in the command of the fhip, and con-
tinued the trade for feveral years.

« Of
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¢« Of this animal,” fays he, ¢ there are three
claffes or fpecies. The firft, and largeft, is by the
natives called Pongo. This wonderful, and fright-
ful prodution of nature walks upright like man,—
is from feven to nine feet high,—when at maturity,
thick in proportion, and amazingly ftrong,—covered
with jet black hair all over the body,—and of ablack
complexion. When this animal fees any negroes,
it generally purfues and catches’ them ; but feldom
Kills them. ~ Itliveson the fruits and roots of the
country, at the expence chiefly of the labour of the
natives ; and when it happens to be where there 1s
no water, there is a tree with a juicy bark, which
it ftrikes with its hand, bruifes, and fucks the juice
and. fome of this tree it often carries with it, when
it travels, in cafe it thould not find {t, or water by
the way. And indeed, I have heard them fay, that
it can throw down a palm-tree, by its: amazing
ftrength, to come at the wine.~ - I never faw this
animal ; but there was a young one brought down
from the inland country to the king of Malemba,
while my fon was there. The people that brought
it down faid, that, during the feveral months they
had it, it was very compofed, and took its viGtuals
and drink quietly. But when it came to the King’s
town, fuch amazing crowds came to {ee it fromx
all quarters, that it grew fullen and fulky, for being
{o expofed, would eat no victuals, and died in four
or five days. It was young, and about fix feet and

Es a half
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2 half high.” Neither I nor n1y fon have ever feen
this extraordinary animal ; for it is only to be feen
in the kingdom of Angola. But my fon, in hislaft
voyage, faw the hand of one of them cut off, a
little above the wrift, which, though dry and wither-
ed when he faw it, was fo much larger than the
hand of an ordinary man, that it muft have bélong-
ed to an animal of no lefs fize than nine feet; or
perhaps greater. It isfaid to be the ftrongeft of all
the beafts of the wood. All are afraid of it.

The little one, called Chimpenza, refembles the
other in thape, and walks oftener on all-fours than
upright. We fcarce know when this animal comes
to a flate of maturity, or the common period of its
hfe. TItis reported, that thefe Chimpenzas live
together in communities, and build little towns or
- villages ; that, when their houfes are finifhed, they
immediately leave them, and fet about building
more, never chufing to fleep, but as few nights as
poffible, in one place.  They are governed by a
King, who does not work, and have their games
and paftimes, as well as the negroes.  When taken
young, and accuftomed te the natives in their dwell-
ngs, they cannot be prevailed upon to flir out of
doors after it is dark.  One, at Serraleon, in my
time, when the women ufed to go out to gather
fticks, went with them, and gathered its bundle ;
and, when they went for water, carried its pitcher
or jar, and brought it home full with the reft.

The
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The complexion of this animal is rather. darker
than that of a mulatto; and the mouth is fo large
and wide, that it reaches almoft from ear to ear.
It has a flat nofe, long chin, and a good regular fet
of teeth like ours. - Its face is fo ugly and comical,
that it cannot fail to excite laughter.  And, I haye
heard the natives fay, that if they are laughed at,
they take it to heaft ; which I bélie\{’e is the reafon,
why fearce one of them can be brought home alive.
The young one, I got at Serraleon, could be kept
alive only three months ; and this tnight be the caufe
of his untimely end ; asa friend of mine, who re=
fided there many years, told me, that the natives
affured him, that if they were made game of, it had
fuch an effe& upon them, that they languithed and
died. My anfwer to him was, if that was the cafe,
they muft die ; for it was impoffible to look at them
without laughing. d |

The Chimpenza, at its full growth, ‘is about
three feet high, and very ftrong, as appears by a
droll adventure, that happened near Cabenda, with
one of thefe animals, the Jaft time my fon was there.
As the women in that country do the greateft part
of the work of the field, onc of them told her huf-
band, ‘that fomething ate the corn and fugar-canes,
He dccordingly 'got up early next morning, and
loaded 'his gun ; and feeing fome of thefe animals
ameng the corn, he fired, and wounded one, which

happencd to be a female. Fhe male, alarmed at
: - ! RS DEY : its
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its cries, and exafperated, purfued the negro, who
had juft time to get into his houfe, and {hut the door,
before the Chimpenza came up with him. It foon
burft open the door, feized the negro, and dragged
him out of the houfe to the place where the female
lay dead or wounded, and the people of the neigh-
bourhood could not refcue the negro, nor force the
Chimpenza to quit his hold of him, till they fhot
him likewife. This man ufed to come to the fac-
tories, and goes by the name of the Chimpenza,
and I fuppofe will as long as he lives.

Thefe animals live chiefly or altogether on the
fruits of the country, fuch as plantains, bananas,
palm-nuts, fugar-canes, and cars of corn, which
they roaft as the natives do. I afked how they made
their fire ; and was told, that they take a flick out
of the black people’s fire, who are at work in the
field, and fo make their own. The Itzena is a
fpecies betwixt the two former, being greater than
the Chimpenza, and lefs than the Pongo. They
herd by themfelves, not mixing with either of the
two other kinds.”

In certain parts of the world, the Orang Outang
is to be found with fome ufe of articulation. This
is attefted by Maillet, the author of the Defcription
of Egypt. In this work he relates, * that, in 1702,
the Dutch Eaft India company fent out two veflels
from Batavia for the coafts of New Guinea, and

the fouthern countries, in ordes to trade and make
difcoveries.
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difcoveries.  During that expedition, which was
of no ufe, the Dutch feized two male animals,
which they brought to Batavia, and which
in the language of the country where they
were taker, they called Orangs Outangs, that is,
Wild inhabitants of the woods. They had the hu-
man form, and like us walked upon two legs.
Their legs and arms were very {fmall, and quite
covered with hair, fome of which they alfo had
on the whole of their body, their faces not excepted
Their feet were flat, where they are joined to the
leg ; fo that they refembled a piece of plank with
a baton driven into it. Thefe Orangs Qutangs
had the nails of their fingers and toes very long,
and fomewhat crooked. They could only articu-
late founds very indiftinétly ; but were very me-
lancholy, gentle, and peaceable. T he one died
at Batavia, and the other in the road to Holland,
whither he was fentas a curiofity, worthy the ad-
miration of all Europe.”’

The fubftance of all thefe different relations is,
that the Orang QOutang, though an animal much
refembling man, is not (according to Lord Mon-
boddo’s hypothefis) poffefled of reafon, or human
intelligence, any more than a horfe, adog, or a
parrot, but is only a fpecies of the ape.

CHAP.
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€ HuA P KXV

OF THE INFLUENCE OF CLIMATE ON THE
HUMAN CONSTITUTION.

HILE the elements fwarm with life ; while

earth, {ea, andair, are peopled with their pro-
per inhabitants ; while different tribes have habita-
tions afligned to them in particular corners of the
globe, where alone they can find fubfiftence ;—man
ere&s for himfelf a manfion in every country,
fubfifts on a variety of aliment, prepared, or unpre=
pared, by art, and breathes with equal freedom in
the frozen, or in the burning zone.

There is no one country, on the face of the earth
which is declared, by general confent, to be the
fittelt refidence for man. "That influence of the

-heavens feems to be relatively the beft, which ha-
bit has rendered the moft familiar, And to ex-
changé, of ‘a fudden, one climate for another, is
always hazardous for any tribe or people. ¥Yet the
pofitive malignancy of no climate of the world can
be inferred from the dangers, which are fo often
confequent on the migrations of mankind. Our
phyfical habits are eftablithed or diffolved by flow
degrees.  Violent tranfitions feem repugnant to
nature, and often threaten our conftitution with

deltruction.  But if it can refilt the impetuofity of
the
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the fhock, the body accommodates itfelf by de-
grees to its new condition. ~ Things offenfive be-

come indifferent, or even agreeable ; things noxi-

ous, innocent, or- falutary, and in time, perhaps,
fo effential that no danger were more to be appre-
hended, than a return to ancient habits.

Emigrants can learn only from experience the
peculiarities of other climates; and, in the courle
of that experience, they ftruggle with a feries of
calamities from which the natives of thofe climates
are exempt, and from which the pofterity of thofe
emigrants will be exempt, in fucceeding genera-
tions. ,

In fome climates of the world, the body arrives
foon at maturity, and haftens to a diffolution with
a proportionable celerity. In other climates, a
longer period is allowed both for its progrefs and
decline. In the ages of antiquity, the Britons
were remarkable for the longeft, the Egyptians for
the lealtextended life ; while the ordinary {tandard,
in other countries, deviated, as was fuppofed, more
or lefs from thefe oppofite extremes. Confiftently
with the fame order of fecond caufes, modern hiftory
informs us of a variety of people, among whom
the natural term of life exceeds not, or even falls
below the ftandard of Egypt; and the Britons
yield, perhaps, in longevity, to the more northern

nations. _
The



W NBR Y

The balance of numbers, indeed, may not be
affe&ted by fuch diftin&iors. If climates the moft
prolific are alfo the moft deftructive to the human
fpecies the rules of proportion are not broken ; and
the increafe of mankind, in one country, may be
as effc &ually advanced by the prolongation of life, as
in another by a more abundant progeny.

In all ages of the world, the term of our exif-
tence, though dependent on a multiplicity of
caufes, feems to have had fome reference to cli-
mate ; and in general to have increafed with the
latitude.  Strength and vigour of body, till we
arrive at the limit of the Polar circle, are found to
increafe in a fimilar progreffion.

Stature and magnitude,- on the other hand, are
at leaft as confiderable in the warmer, as in the
colder regions. And the moft diminutive and dwar-
fith of the human race are, perhaps, the natives of
the frigid zone. -

The Patagonian {tature, after exercifing fo long
the curiofity, the fceptictfm, and the credulity of
the public, 1is at laft fufficiently afcertained, and
feems not to violate, in any marvellous degree, the
ufual defcription of man. - -

But, as a contralt to this, the world has been
alfogamufed with an account of a nation, in the
ifland of Madagafcar, where the ordinary ftature
rifes not above three feet and a half. Itis not,
however, pretended, that the Patagoniansare emi~

nent
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nent for intelleGual abilities, above other tribes
of Barbarians ; and the little people of Madagafcar
{cem to have nothing dwarfith, in the conftitution
of their minds. They are defcribed, by: an in-
telligent writer, as 2 warlike people, anda match
in genius, in condu&, and in enterprize, for the
other natives of the ifland.

No hiftorian has defcribed that meafure of ani-
mal ftrength, that {ymmetry of outward propor=
tion, of that natural term of exiftence, which, in
the courfe of human life, is found moft connected
with the largeft endowments and accomplifhments
of the {pecies. In every age and country, thefe
combinations and aflemblages are too diffimilar
and various, to form the bafis of any theory.

Great defe@s in the animal conftitution often
coincide with the perfeétion of underftanding 3
and great defects in the intelleGtual, with the ut-
moft perfection in all the animal powers, = Some
illuftrious examples of fuch coincidences occut
among the characters of the laft age ;—an age, per-
haps, as fertile of intelle@ual talents, as the world
has everdeen. One of thefe is Lord Falkland,
whofe difadvantages of perfon are contrafted with
excellence of mind, by the noble hitorian®, who
has delivered his name down to pofterity, as a
model of perfe@ion. Another is Sir Charles Ca-
vendith, whofe charatter, as delincated by the fame

malterly
& Lord Clarendone.
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mafterly hand, conveys a moral leflon to pofterity.
‘¢ The converfation,” fays his lordthip, fpeaking of
himfelf, ¢ that the Chancellor took moft delight
in, was that of Sir Charles Cavendith, brother
to the Marquis, who was ane of the moft extraor-
dinary perfons of that age, in al] the noble endow-
ments of the mind. He had all the difadvantages
imaginable in his perfon, which was not only
of fo fmall a fize, that it drew the eyes of men
* upon him; but with fuch 2 deformity in his
little perfon, and an afpe in his countenance,
that was apter to raife contempt than appli-
cation. But in this unhandfome or homely ha-
bitation, there was a mind and a foul lodged that
was very lively and beautiful 5 cultivated and po-
lifhed by all the knowledge and wifdom, that arts
and fciences could fupply it with, He was a great
philofopher in the extent of it, and an excellent
mathematician, whofe correlpondence wras very
dear to Gaffendi and Defcartes, the laft of whom
dedicated fome of his works to him. He had very
notable courage ; and the vigour of his mind fo
adorned his body, that being with his brother the
Marquis in all the war, he ufually went out in all
Parties, and charged the enemy 1’ all battles with
as keen a courage as could dwell in the heart of
man. But then the goodnefs of his difpofition,
the humility and meeknefs of his nature, and the
vivacity of his wit were admirable ~ He was fo

3 modeft
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modeft, that he could hardly be prevailed upon to

enlarge on fubje&s which he underftood better

than other men, except he were prefled by his very
intimate friends ; as if he thought it prefumption

“to know more than, handfomer men ufe to do.
‘Above all, his virtue and picty were fuch, that no

temptation could work upon him to confent to any
thing, that {werved, in- the leaft degree, from the
precife rules of honour, or the moft fevere rules
of confcience,”

Thus far the noble hiftorian, who in the laft
feature of the charalter feems to have drawn, by
anticipation, the Cavendithes of our days ; whofe
inflexible integrity and patriotifm appear in the

Britifh fenate ; and whofe. hereditary virtues are

worthy of the houfe of Cavendifh, and of the
former age.

The human mind is independent on the laws
of mechanifm, and allied with a nobler {yltem.

" A difregard of this high prerogative has contami=

nated, in fome inftances, the condu& of nations.
Hence the policy of Sparta authorifed an inftitu-
tion, the moft thocking in the proceedings of man-
kind,—that inftitution of Lycurgus, by which
children of a delicate frame were condemned to
inftant death, from a fuppofed copnexion between
intelleCtual and corporeal infirmity. How dif-
ferent is the wildom of nature, which ufually ren-
ders fuch children the darling objects of parental

carg l—=
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«care '—Had the Spartan rule been adopted in our
age, England had not reared up a Pope and a
Lyttelton, nor Europe bred a Voltajre. '

Some predominant qualities in rude and favage
tribes are to be afcribed, in the opinion of ingeni-
- ous writers, to the face of the country they inhabit.
. The emotions in the breaft of the favage derive, it
feems, a degree of wildnefs and ferocity from the
chaos which furrounds him 3 and a certain adjuft-
ment and embellithment of the outward obje&ls,
is requilite to difpel the gloom of life, to enliven
and exhilarate the fpirits, to mollify the temper,
and to render it humane.

‘¢ The attentive mind,
¢ By this harmonious a&ion on her pow’rs,
¢ Becomes herfelf harmonious,’’

But this adjuftment is not equally indifpenfible,
throughout the habitable globe. . For, independent-
ly of culture the fcene from the hand of nature is
more or lefs magnificent, more or lefs adorned.,
Here are immenfe deferts ; there delicious plains.
‘This, the region of clouds and ftorms ; that, of a
more placid and benignant fky. Here predomi-
nates the beautiful ; = there the fublime. The
emotions hence generated correfpond ; and the
tone of temper, and of manners, 1s in unifon with
the natural world.

CHAP
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C HAP XXVIL

ON THE FEMALE SEX.

I'TH regard to the outlines, men and women
~are the fame. Nature, however, intending
them for mates, has given them difpofitions dif-
ferent but concordant, fo as to produce together deli-
cious harmony. The man, more robuft, is fitted
for fevere labour, and for field exercife. The
woman, more delicate, is fitted for fedentary oc-
cupations ; and particularly for nurfing children.
That difference is remarkable in the mind, no lefs
than in the body. A boy is always running about ;
delights in a top or a ball, and rides upon a ftick as
a horfe. A girl has lefs inclination to move. Her
firlt amufement is a baby, which fhe delights to
drefs and undrefs. 1 have feen oftener than once a
female child under {ix getting an infant in its arms,
carefling, finging, and walking about, fltaggering
under the weight. A boy never thinks of fuch
a paftime. The man, bold and vigorous, is quali-
fied for being a protector. The woman, delicate
" and timid, requires prote&tion. -The man, as a
prote&or, is dire&ted by nature to govern. The
woman, confcious of inferiority, is difpofed to
obey.
Their intelleGtual powers correfpond to the
ditin&ion of nature, Men have penetration and
foli/d

R ———




{ 94 )

folid judgment, to fit them for governing. Women
“have a fufficient underftanding to make a decent
figure under'good government. A greater propor-
tion would excite dangerous rivalthip.. Women
have more imagination and more fenfibility than
men ; and yet none of them have made an emi-
nent figure in any of the fine arts. 'We hear of no
fculptor nor ftatuary among them ; and none of
them have rifen above a mediocrity in poetry or
painting. Nature has avoided rivalthip between
the fexes, by giving them different talents. =

The gentle and infinuating manners of the fe-
male fex, tend to. foften; and wherever women
are indulged with any freedom, they are fooner
polifhed than men.

¢ The chief quality of women,” fays Roufleau,
¢ is fweetnefs of temper. Made by nature for fub-
miflion in the married ftate, they ought to learn

to {uffer wrong, even without complaining. - Sour-
nefs and ftubbornefs ferve but to increafe the huf-

band’s unkindnefs, and their own diftrefles. It
was not to indulge bad humours, that Heaven be-
ftowed on them manners infinuating and perfua-
five. They were not made weak, in order to be
imperious. A fweet voice fuits ill with fcolding.
Delicate features ought not to be disfigured with
paffion. They frequently may have reafon for
complaints ; but never to utter them publickly.”

5  Thele
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“Thefe are not the only particulars that diftin=
guith the fexes. With refpeét to matrimony, it
is the privilege of the male, as {uperior and pro-
teGor, to make a choice. The female preferred
has no privilege but barely to confent or to refufe.
Nature fits them for thefe different parts. The
male is bold, the female bafhful. Hence amond
all nations it is the pratice for men to court, and
for women to be courted.

Another diftin&ion is equally vifible. The maf-
ter of a family is immediately connefted with his

country. His wife, his children, his fervants,

arc immediately conneéted with him, and with
their country through him only. Women accord-
ingly have lefs patriotifm than men ; and lefs bit-
ternefs againft the enemies of their country.

The pecuhar modefty of the female fex is alfo
a diftinguifhing circumftance. Natuge hath pro-
vided them with it, as a defence againft the artful
folicitations of the other fex before marriage, and

alfo as a fupport of conjugal fidelity.

CHAP.
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A B ZXVIIE

ON THE ORIGIN OF LOVE.

LOVE is compofed of that phyfical want to

‘hich the Creator attaches the propagation
of the fpecies, and of that univerfal tie of the mo-
ral world, which induces us to join ourfelves to a
~ determined obje&, to form a fmall fociety.

To prove this truth, one need only examine
what happens to every attentive man in a nume-
rous affembly of women. He will not always be -
moft taken with the handfomeft. He will moft
frequently be determined in favour of a woman by
her phyfiognomy, or graces. Now, that phyfiog-
nomy, and thofe graces are outward figns of the
qualities and difpofition of the foul. We confe-
quently determine for the qualities of that charac-
ter, whofe conformity with our own, or the efteem
4in which we hold them, promife us the greateft
happinefs inan intimate commerce.

The fhape alone let others prize
"The features of the fair ;

I look for fpirit in her eyes,
And meaning in her air,

A damafk cheek, and ivory arm,
Shall ne’er my wifhes win :

Give me an animated form

“hat fpeaks 2 mind within,
4 A face,
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A face, where awful honour fhines,
Where fenfe and fweetnefs move,
And angel innocence refines
The tendernefs of love.

Thefe are the foul of beauty’s frame,
Without whofe vital aid

Unfinifh’d all her features feem,
And 21l her rofes dead.

But ah! were both their charms unite,
How perfect is the view, |

With every image of delight,

~ With graces ever new!

Of power to charm the greateft woe,
The wildeft rage controul 5

Diffufing mildnefs o’er the brow,
And rapture through the foul.

“Their power but faintly to exprefs

All Janguage muft defpair;
But go, behold Maria’s face,
And read it perfet theres

F CHAL
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C H A P XXIX.:

‘ PALSE OPINIONS CONCERNING LOVE.

SOME philofophers, ftruck ‘with the force of
the phyfical want, admit in love only that
arofs defire. The call of nature alone, {ay they,
is worth heeding in that paflion ; the reft is only a
refinement of felf-love, which man adds for his
torment. L his cynical opinion degrades humanity,
and puts us upon a level with the brutes. Hap-
pily for us, the inward {entiments of every rea-
fonable man flatly contradict it

Others, either enthufiafts or hypocrites, banith
from love, all that interefts, the pleafures of the
fenfes. They talk to us of an univerfal harmony,
—an inclination for the primitive beauty,—a fym-
pathy of fouls which, feparated, feek every means
to rejoin each other. Thus tearing man to pieces,
‘they form to themfelves a phantom, of which ex-
perience fhews them the non-exiftence, by making
them feel that they have a body as well as a
foul.

Of thefe two falfe and over-ftrained opinions,
the laft is however the moft fufferable. Upon
{eeing two ftrangers, one of whom fhould be moft
{mitten with the mind and graces, and the other
with beauty, I fhould be prejudiced in favour of the

former.,
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former. Regularity of features, and finenefs of
complexion, are not the marks' of a fair foul.
The perfon, who is ftruck with them only, is fen-
fual, and little fit' to attain to virtue or great ta-
lents. He that efteems, that cherithes the figns
of beauty in the foul, proves to me, by that analogy
of ideas, his difpofition to acquire, or his happinefs
in poflefling the moft eftimable  qualities. The
perfon, who is taken by the eye only, difcovers a
little mind. A beautiful, as well as very fenfible
lady declares, that fhe looks upon this unhappy dif-
pofition to be oncof the greateft defects,

C HA P XXX,

‘OF LOVE, IN AN INFANT SOCIETY.

N infant fociety, whofe fubfiftence is but
precarious, s wholly taken up with provi-
ding the firft ‘neceflaries of life. The members
of fuch a fociety, embarrafled for a livelihood,
fecl love as a part of their wants, and fatisfy itas
grofsly, - as they do hunger and thirft,  Their
vagrant life hindering them from having any pecu-
liar pofleffion, their women will be almoft coms
mon.
The' favages prefent s the picture of an infant
fociety. They treat love in a manner {uitable to
F 2 their
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their barbarous ftate. To fee a woman for the
firft time, and to receive the greateft favours flie
can grant, are things quite ufual among them.

Encomiums are beftowed upon what is called
the vigorous, the manly manners of ancient times ;
times when fierce men abandoned themfelves to
wrath, to revenge, to the moft violent paffions ;
when a woman opened her arms to receive the
firft comer. Is not this praifing barbarifm? Is it
not commending the {weetnefs of the acorn, whilft
we have plenty of the moft delicious meats ¢

GO MR XKL

OF LOVE IN A SOCIETY, WHOSE -MANNERS
BEGIN TO BE SOFTENED.

AS a fociety acquires ftrength and confiftence,
its maners are foftened, and the {pirit of pro-
perty introduces itfelf.  Itis as natural to with to
be the fole pofleflor of a fine woman, as of a
convenient houfe, or a fruitful field. When all
the faculties of the foul are no longer engroffed
by care and {olicitude for abfolute neceflaries, the
comforts 'of fociety are better felt, the {ocial virtues
are better known. The dcfires of love join with
friendfhip, and that paflion affumes a more decent
form. )

Thefe
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Thefe alterations in the manners of men are
effeéted only by flow degrees, and in the courfe
of feveral ages. The Greeks, not far removed
from the heroic times, which might rather be call-
ed favage and barbarous, retained an aftonifling
roughnef{s of manners. Their way of confidering
and treating love is fhockingly grofs, and artlefs to
a degree that difgufts.

C HAP XXXIL
OF LOVE, IN A SOCIETY AGGRANDIZED BY

RICHES.

WHEN a fociety has fubfifted for any length
: of time, when it has aggrandized itfelf, and
acquired riches, and when thofe riches have fa-

" voured the culture of the {ciences and arts, it ne-

ceffarily falls into an excefs of luxury. Luxury,
being by its nature inclined to abufe all proper-
ty, will alfo abufe that of women. They will
again become almolt common. Manners grow
corrupted ; decency difappears. What fcenes of

grofs and ainbridled vices do not the voluptuous,

courts of the fucceflors of Alexander, and Rome
under the tyrannical government of her Emperors,
prefent to our view. LRl

This is the circle prefcribed to the form of love, as

well as to public happinefs. We are atfirltbarbarians,

F 3 - and
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and confequently uncivilized and unhappy. Quit-
ting that barbarifm, we become for a while ac-
quainted with happinefs and politenefs. “We thena
are plunged into luxury. That Tuxury enervates
and corrupts us, and our refinements throw us back
into unhappinefs and barbarifm.

A Roman lady reproached a Britith lady with
the barbarous cuftom of ancient Britain, which a-
bandoned its fine women to all warriors. ¢« We
~are as much barbarians as you,"’ anfwered the
Briton ; « the only difference is, that we do open-
ly with men of merit, what you.do privately with
the meaneft of men.”

LS & S

CHA P . XXXIIL

©F LOVE EN A REPURLIC.

THE form of government generally deter-

mines the manners of a people, It ought
alfo to determine the manner of treating love.
In republics, whofe conflitution depends on vir-
tue, the manners are fimple and pure. ' The fpirit
of patriotifm, and the defire of glory, poflefs all
the faculties of thofe republican fouls, and leave but

hittle altivity to the other paflions.  The civil

inflitutions are flable and refpe@ed. Love, in a
republic, will confequently preferve its natural
fimplicity ; and marriages will be the more fecure,

Al
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All the members of a good republic think them=

felves concerned in the government. Inceffantly
bufied with great interefts, they feel little of thofe
humiliating hours of idle wearinefs of mind, which
make men run after- frivolous amufements, ho-
noured with the name of pleafures. They will
live little with women, who, by the fimplicity of
their manners are kept within doors. They will
give them only the moments confecrated to domef-
tic friendfhip. The idle, and the fenfual, will be
obliged to feek for difguft among defpicable wo-
men. Hiftory informs us, that this method of
treating love was that of the Greeks and Romans,
in the nobleft times of their republics.

CHAP XXXIV.
LOVE OF THE ORIENTALE,

THE political flavery of defpotifm necelfarily
draws after it civil flavery, and domeftic
fervitude.  Among the people of thofe unhappy
nations, a wife is only the fiave of her hufband.
"The great put a fine woman into their feraglio, as
we put a fine bird into an aviary. The number
of thefe melancholy victims fhews the grandeur
of their mafter, hefe women, whofe fouls are
encrvated, whofe minds are deftroyed, and whofe

F 4 fentiments
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fentiments are debafed by a bad education, are not
capable of infpiring a real attachment. A fcornful
mafter fees them, to pafs an idle hour, out of a
habitude of grofs - pleafure. In thofe wretched
. countries, the phyfical want only is known. = Jea-
loufy, the natural confequence of that flavery,
banithes the women from fociety.

Such is the love of the Turks. The dogmas
of Mahomet have undoubtedly contributed to
the contempt in which his followers hold wo-
men. The Muflulmen look upon them as the in-
ftruments of their pleafures in the life to come ;
they cannot, by confequence, have a higher idea
of them in this. . Their contempt preferves them
from all attachment to a degraded fex, and pre-
vents the aQivity of focial inftin&.

CUERARP
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C H AP. XXXV,

OF LOCVE IN MONARCHIES., _

T is in monarchies that love takes the moft dif- -
I ferent forms. Honour, the great {pirit of that
kind of government, keeps its nature in great fouls
and remains what it ought to be, the love of true
glory. In little fouls, it degenerates into vanity.
" In a ftate, where every individual endeavours to

raife himfelf, they, whofe fecble talents cannot afl=
pire to great enterprizes, form others proportion-
ed to their weaknefs. Not being able to conquer
enemies, they endeavour to triumph over the pre-
judices of women. A fort of glory is tacked to
thefe frivolous conquefts, to fhew the merit of
which, fuch arguments are alledged, as ought often
to humble the pride of him that ufes them. Thefe
ridiculous conq’ucrors, unable to perform things
truly great, firive to make themfelves amends in
their own conceit, by bringing little ones 1nto

vogue. Such is the pedigreeof foppery.
Few citizens in a monarchy, are charged with
_the cares of government. Few well know how to -
nourifh the great pafﬁons; ambition, and the love of
true glory.  They will purfue thofe which are
more eafily fatified. Love, with them, will act a
principal part. The idlenefs of the men, and the
freedom of the women, the natural confequences of
Fs this
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this form of government, will produce a continual
commerce between the two fexes. Thofe women,
who fhall find themfelves pofleffed of talents, and
who cannot have employment, will give into in-
trigue, and will have a great influence in affairs.
This influence of the fair fex; joined to the foppith-
nefs of the men, will beget a romantic idea of love.
Great fentiments will be held in honour.

A great monarchy, which fuppofes power and
riches, fallsinto great luxury as its power and riches
mereafe.  Ifluxury gets poffeffion of a nation, the
fublime idea of love will vanifh, and be fuceeded by
one quite oppofite. It is the nature of luxury to
{fubfift by a continual change of taltes, and this reft-
lefsnefs of taftes leads to fancies. Enervated fouls
can no longer fix to any thing, but glory in their
inconfiftence and levity. Falfe delicacy, dwelling
upon no one object, exhaulls them all; and,
finding no longer the means of fatisfying itfelf
with what really exifts, forms to jtfelf phan-~
toms. This habit of inconftancy and falfe tafte
extends to the mode of the paflions. A folid at-
tachment becomes ridiculous. Pleafure is run after
without being found. Inftead of love, conne&ions
are formed founded on vanity, and that, paflion is
no longer any thing more than the wrong turn of
a dfordered brain.,

CHAP,
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CH AP XXXVI :

OF LOVE AMONG THE NORTHERN NATIONS:

ODIN, the great legiflator of the North, pro-
: mifes to his warriors a paradife, where they
will enjoy all the pleafures of the fenfes, drink de-
licious beer, and have beautiful women. Already,
in this life, the pofleflion of a fine woman was the
reward of courage. Prejudices {o favourable to
the fex gained him great diftin&ion. The people
of the North in general, and the Germans in par-
ticular, faw fomething divine in women. They
were confulted in weighty affairs. They were
the propheteflfes of the nation. "Their perfons
were {acred.

- Women, among the ancient Greeks and Ro-
mans (as we have before hinted) feem to have been
confidered merely as objects of fenfuality, or of
domeftic conveniency. They had few attentions
paid them, and were permitted to take as little
fhare in the converfation, as in the general com-
merce of life.

But the northern nations, who paid a kind of
devotion to the fofter fex, even in their native
forefts, had no fooner fettled themfelves in the
provinces of the Roman empire, than the female
charalter began to aflume new confequence. Thofe
fierce barbarians, who feemed to thirft only for

F o6 blood,
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blood, who involved in one undiftinguifthed ruin
the ' monuments of ancient grandeur and ancient
ingenuity, and who devoted to the flames the
knowledge of ages, always forbore to offer any
violence to the women. They brought along with
them the refpeGtful gallantry of the North, which
had power to reftrain even their favage ferocity ;
and they introduced into the Welt of Europe, a ge-
nerofity of fentiment, and a complaifance toward
the ladies, to which the moft polifhed nations of
antiquity were ftrangers. -

Thefe fentiments of generous gallantry were
foltered by the inftitution of chivalry, which lifted
woman yet higher in the fcale of life. Inftead of
being nobody in fociety, the became its PRIMUM
MOBILE. Every knight devoting himfelf to
danger, declared himfelf the humble fervant of fome .
lady, and that Tady was often the objelt of his
love. Her honour was fuppofed to be intimately
connefted with his, and her fmile was the reward
of his valour. For her he attacked, for her he de-
fended, and' for her he thed his blood. Courage,
animated by fo powerful ‘a motive, loft fight of
every thing but enterprize. Incredible toils were
chearfully endured ; incredible aGions were per-
formed ; and adventures, feemingly fabulous, were
more than realized,

The effe@ was reciprocal.  'Women, proud
of their influence, became worthy of the heroifm

which
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which théy had infpired. © They were not to be
approached, but by the high-minded and the brave;
and men then could only be admitted to the bofom

of the chafte fair, after proving their fidelity and

affetion by years of perfeverance and of peril.

C HOAL Poy XXV T,

ON THE NECESSITY AND. HAPPINESS OF
MATRIMONY. ;

ROVIDENTIAL care defcends even to ve-
getable life.  Every plant bears a profufion of
{eed, and in order to cover the earth with vegeta-
bles, fome feeds have wings, fome are {cattered by
means of a fpring, and fome are o light as to be
carried about by the wind. * Brute animals, which
do not pair, have grafs and other food in plenty,
enabling the female to feed her young, without
needing any affiftance from the male. But, where
the young require the nurfing care of both parents,
pairing is a law of nature.

When other races are fo amply provided for, can
it be ferioufly thought, that Providenceis lefs af-
tentive to the human race ? Man is a helplefs be-
ing before the age of fifteen or fixteen; and there
may be in a family ten or twelve children of differ-
ent births, before the eldeft can thift for itfelf,
Now 1in the original {tate of hunting and fifhing,

thCh
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which are laborious occupations, and not always
fuccefsful, a woman, fuckling her infant, is not
able to ‘provide food even for herfelf, much lefs
forten or twelve voracious children. Matrimony,
therefore, is fo neceflary to the human race, that
it muft be an appointment of Heaven. This con-
clufion cannot be refifted by any one who believes
in Providence, and in final caufes.

To confirm this doctrine, let the confequences
of a loofe commerce between the fexes be ex-
amined. The carnal appetite, when confined to
one obje&t, feldom transgrefles the bounds of tem-
perance. But were it encouraged to roam, like a
bee, fucking honey from every flower, every new
obje&t would inflame the imagination. Satiety
with refpe&t to one, would create new defires with
refpect to others, and animal love would become
the ruling paffion.

Friendf(hip conflitutes the greateft part of our
happinefs. Without this, there is nothing agree-
able in fociety, Without this, glory and riches
are but a burden, and pleafure itfelf hdth no relifh.
Now, where can this be found fo perfe&, and fo
fraught with the moft pure delights, as in the mar-
riage ftate? Where can fuch refemblance or con-
formity of affeGions be expected, as between two
perfons, who ought to have the fame heart, and the
fame foul? What converfation can be more free and

2eyeferved, than that between thofe, who have come
under
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under mutual engagements never to part? Can
there be a greater fatisfattion in life, han to have
a faithful compamon, to whom we¢ may freely”
difcover every joy and every forrow, and with
whom we may intrult every private thought with
an entire confidence?

How delightful is that focicty, in which every
inftant furnithes either fide, with new occafions to
commend and rejoice in their choice ; in which
“felicity and public approbation fhine continually
upon two fortunate perfons, who have given them-
felves to each other for life; in which all their de-
fires are inceffantly fatisfied ; and in which the love
of diftin&ion has nothing to feek beyond that fo-
Clety ;

Oh ! woman! Jovely woman ! Nature made you
To temper man : We had been brutes without you !
Angels are painted fair to look like you :
There’s in you all that we believe of heav’n,
Amazing brightnefs, purity and truth,
Eternal joy and everlafting love !

S OTtwav¥,

All other goods by Fortune’s hand are given,
A wife, is the peculiar gift of Heaven.
' PorE,

' CH A P.
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CIH AP XXXVIIL

OING PEQ LY NG AYM | Yig

OLYGAMY 'is a grofs infringement of the
P law of nature, The equal number of males
and females is a clear indication, that Providence in-
tends every man to be confined to one wife, and
ev'ery woman to one hufband. That equality,
which has fubfifted in‘all countries, and at all

times, is 2 {wnal inftance of over- ruling prov1— :

dence ; for Lh(, chances againft it are mﬁmtf—‘

All men are, by nature, equal in rank. No
man is privileged above another to have a wife ;
and therefore polygamy is contradi€tory to the phn
of Providence. Were ten women born for one
man, as is erroneoufly reported to be the cafe in
Bantam, polygamy might be the intention of Pre-
vidence; but from the equality of malesand females,
it is clearly the voice of nature, as well as of the
facred Scripture, “ 'T'hat a man fhall Ieave his fa-
ther and mother and cleave to his wife ; and they
{hall be one flefh.”

However plaufible polygamy may appear in the
.prefent ftate of things, where inequality of rank and
fortune have produced luxury and fenfuality, yet
the laws of nature were not contrived by, out
Maker for a forced ftate, where numberlefs in-

dividuals
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dividuals are degraded below their natural rank,
for the benefit of 2 few, who are elevated above it.
To form a juft notion of polygamy, we muft look
back to the original {tate of man, where all are
equal. In that flate, every man cannot have two
wives ; and confequently no man is entitled to
mote than oie, till every other be upon an equal
footing with him. At the famé time, the union
of one man with one woman is much better cal-
culated for continuing the race than the union of
one man with many women. . Think of a favage,
wha may have fifty or fixty children by different
wives, all depending for food upon his induftry.
Chance muft turn out much in his favour, if the
half of them perith not by hunger. How much
a better chance for life have infants, who are dif-

tributed more equally in different families ?
Polygamy has an effeét {till more pernicious,
with refpe& to children even of the moft opulent
families.  Unlefs affection be reciprocal and equal,
there can be no proper fociety in the matrimonial
ftate, no cordiality, nor duescare of offspring. But
fuch affe@ion is inconfiftent with polygamy. A
woman, in that ftate, far from being a companion '
to her hufband, is degraded to the rank of a fer-
vant, a mere inftrument of pleafure and propaga-
tion. Among many wives there will always be a
favourite. The reft turn peevifh ; and if they re-
fent not the injury againft their hufband, and againft
their
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their children asbelonging to him, they will atleaft

be .ditheartened, and turn negligent of them. At

the fame time, fondnefs for the favourite wife and
her children, makes the' hufband indifferent about

the reft ; and woeful is the condition of children,

who are neglefted by both parents. To produce

fuch an effe&, is certainly not the purpofe of

mature. §

It merits peculiar attention, that Providence has
provided for an agreeable union, among all crea-
tures who are taught by nature to pair.  Animal
love, among creatures ‘who pair not, is confined
withina narrow fpace of time. While the dam
1s occupied about her young, animal love lies dor-
mant, that the may not be abftra&ted from her
duty. In pairing animals, on the contrary, animal
love is always awake. Among the wild birds, that
build on trees, the male, after feeding her mate in
the neft, plants himfelf upon the next fpray, and
<heers her with a fong*,

There is ftill greater enjoyment provided for the
human race in the matrimonial {tate, and ftronger
incitements to conftancy. Sweet is the fociety of a
pair fitted for each other, in whom are colle&ed

* A canary bird, finging to his mate on her neft in a breedings
cage, fell down deads- The female alarmed, left her neft, and
pecked at him; but finding him immoveable, flie refufed
nourithment, and died at his fide.

the
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the affeGions of hufband, wife, lover, friend,
the tendereft affe&tions of human nature. Public
government i3 In perfe&ién, when the fovereign
commands with humanity, and the fubjects arc
cordial in their obedience. - Private government
in conjugal fociety arrives at ftill greater perfection,
where hufband and wife govern, and are governed
reciprocally, with entire fatisfadtion to both. The
man bears rule over his wife’s perfon and condut ;
fhe bears rule over his inclinations. He governs
by law ; fhe by perfuafion.

s« The empire of a woman,”’ fays a celebrated,
writer, ¢ is an empire of foftnefs, of addrefs, of
complacency. Her commands are careffes; her
menaces are tears. She ought to reign in the
family, like 2 minifter in the ftate, by making
that which is her inclination be enjoined to her as
her duty. Thus it is evident, that the beft do-
meflic ceconomy is that, where the wife has moft
authority. But when fhe is infenfible to the voice
of her chief, when fhe trics to ufurp his prerogative,
and to. command alone, what can refult from fuch
diforder, but mifery, fcandal, and dithonour i

The Emprefs Livia being qlxe(’cic)ncd by a mar-
ried woman, how fhe had obtaincﬂ {uch an afcen-
dancy over her hufband Auguﬂus,‘an('wcrcd,——w“ By
being obedient to his commands,—Dby not wifhing:

1O
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to know his fecrets,~~and by hiding my knowledge
of his amours.”’ »

The late Queen of Spain was a woman of fin-
gular prudence, and of folid judgment. A charac-
ter of her, publifhed after her death, contains the
following paffage :— She had a great’ afcendancy
over the King, founded on ‘bis perfuafion of her
fuperior fenfe, which fhe fhowed in g perfe& fub-
miflion to his commands ; the more cafily obeyed,
as they werc - commonly, though to him imper-
ceptibly, dictuted by berfelf. ~ She curéd him of

many foibles ; and, in a word, was his Minerva,

under the appearance of Mentor.”’

The chief fources of polygamy are—favage man-
ners,—and voluptuoufnefs in warm climates; which
infligates men of wealth to tranf{grefs every rule
of temperance.

Strength and boldnefs are the only qualities
which favages value. In thele, females are very
deficient, and, therefore, are defpifed by the males,
as beings of an inferior order.

The North-American tribes glory in idlenefs.
The drudgery of labour degrades a man in their
opinion, and is proper for women only. To join
young “perfons in marriage is, accordingly, the
bufinefs of parents ; and it would be unpardonable
meannefs in the bridegroom, to thew any fondnefs
for the bride. Young men are admitted into fo-
ciety with their feniors, at the age of eighteen ;

after
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after whichit is difgraceful to keep company with
women. .

In Guiana, a woman never eats with her huf-
band ; but, after every meal, the attends him with
water for wathing.

In.the Carribbee iflands, wives are not even per-
mitted to eat in the: prefence of their hufbands ;
and yet we are aflured, that women there obey with
fuch fweetnefs and refpect, as never to give their
hufbands occafion to remind them of their duty.
—¢ An example,” adds our author#, « Worthy'
the imitation of Chriftian wives, who are daily 1l
ftructed from the pulpit, in the duties of obedicnce
and conjugal fidelity, dut to very little purpsfe.”

Dampier obferves in general, that, among all the
wild nations he was acquainted with, the women
carry the burdens, while the men walk before,-and
carry hothing but their arms. Women, even of
the higheft rank, are not better treated. The fove-
reign of Giaga, in Africa, has many wives, who
are literally flaves. One carries his bow, one his
arrow ; and one gives him drink ; and while he is
drinking, they all fall on their knees, clap their
hands, and fing.

In Siberia, and even in Ruflia, the capital ex-
cepted, men treat their wives in every refpect as
flaves. The regulations -of Peter I. put marriage

: upon
% Labat’s voyages.
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upon a more refpectable footing, among people of
rank ; and yet fuch are the brutal manners of the
Ruflians, that tyrannical treatment of wives is far
from being eradicated. |

Thus the low condition of the female {ex,
among favages and barbarians, paved the way to
polygamy. Excited by a tafte for variety, and
ftill more by pride, which is gratified by many*
fervants, they delighted in a multiplicity of wives,

The cuftom of purchafing wives is intimately
conne&ed withpolygamy. A vwoman, purchafed
as a wife, has no jult caufe for complaining, that
others are purchafed as fhe was. This practice,
and, by confequence, polygamy was prevalent
among the: Jews. Sechem, demanding in mar-
riage Dinah, Jacob’s daughter, faid, Afk 'me
ever fo much dowry and gift, and I will give ac-
cording as ye fhall fay unto me : But give me the
damfel to wife.” 'To David demanding Saul’s
daughter in marriage, Saul faid, ¢ The king
defireth not any dowry, but-an hundred forefkins of
the Philiftines.”” Jacob, having- nothing elfe to
give, ferved Laban fourteen years for two wives.

The ancient Spaniards purchafed’ their wives.
We have the authority of Herodotus, ‘that' the
Thracians.followed the fame prattice.  The latter

adds, that if a wife ‘was ill treated;, her relations
could



{ ¥y )

«could. demand her back, upon repaying the price
they got for her.

The Babylonians and the Aflyrians, at flated
times, collected all the marriageable young women,
and difpofed of them by auction.

Rubruguis, in his voyage to Tartary, reports,
that there every man bought his wife. ¢ They
~ believe,” he adds, ¢ that their wives ferve them
~in another world as they do in this; for which
reafon a widow has no chance for a fecond huf-
band, whom fhe cannot ferve in another world.”

Olaus Magnus, remarking that among the an-
cient Goths no dower was provided: on the bride’s
part, gives a reafon, better fuited perhaps to the
time he lived in, than to what he defcribes.
“ Among the Goths,”’ fays: he, * a man gave a
dowry for his bride, inftead of receiving one with
her; to prevent pride and infolence, which com.
monly accompany riches on the:woman’s part.”’
As: if the hazard of petulance in a wife would
hinder a man to accept a dower with her :—a fad
doétrine for an heirefs.

By the laws of King Ethelbert, a man, who
eommitted adultery with his neighbour’s wife, was
obliged to pay him a fine, and to buy him another
wife.

Giraldus Cambrenfis, in his defcription  of
Wales, fays, that there, men purchafed- their

5 wives,
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wives, with liberty to return them, if they proved
not agreeable. The bride’s parents retained the
dowry, and her chance for a hufband was as good
as ever.

Among barbarous nations, fuch as the Tartars,
the Samoides, the Oftiacs, as well as the inha- .
bitants of Pegu, Sumatra, and the Molucca-
iflands, the praice of purchafing their wives ftill

continues.

- In Timor, an Eaft-Indian ifland, men fell even
their children to purchafe more wives.

Among the Carribbees, there is one inftance
where a man gets a~ wife, without paying for her.
After a fuccefsful war, the victors are entertained
at a fealt, when the General harangues on the
valour of the young men, who made the beft
figure. 'Every man, who has marriageable daugh-
ters, is eager to offer them to fuch young men,
without any price.

Opulence, in a hot climate, is the other caufe
of polygamy. Men; fo circumftanced, will pur-
chafe wives, rather than be confined to one. And
purchafe they muft; for no man, without a valu-
able confideration, w111 Afurrender his daughter to
be one of many who are deftined to gratify the
carnal appetite of a fingle man. The numerous
wives and concubines in Afiatic harems are all

purchafed with money. In the hot climate of
g Hindoftan
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Hindoftan polygamy is univerfal,- and men buy
their wives. T'he fame obtains in China. = After
the price is adjufled and paid, the bride is con-
ducted to. the bridegroom’s houfe, locked in a
fedan, and the key delivered to kim. If he be not
fatisfied with his bargain, he fends her back, at
the expence of lofing the fum he paid for her. If
{atisfied, he fealts his male friends in one room,
and /he her female friends in another. A man,
~who has little fubftance, takes a wife for his fon
from an hofpital, which faves him a dowry.

It has been pleaded for polygamy in warm cli-
mates, that women have no children after the age
of twenty-five, while men are yet in the prime of
life ; and therefore-that a fecond wife ought to be
permitted, who can have children. Are women
then to be laid afide as ufelefs, when they ceafe to
have children? In the hotteft climates, a woman
may be the mother of ten or twelve children ; and

~are not both parents ufefully employed in rearing
fuch a number, and fitting them to do for them-
fclves ? After this: important tafk is performed, is
not the woman well entitled, for the remainder of
life, to enjoy the conjugal {ociety of a man to whom
fhe dedicated the flower of her youth ?

The argument for polygamy might indeed be
conclufive, were a greater number of females born

than of males, But as an equality of males and
| G females
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females is the invariable rule of Nature, the argu-
ment has no force. All men are born equal by
nature ; and to permit polygamy, in any degree, is
to authorize fome to ufurp the privilege of others.
As polygamy is a forced flate, contradictory to
nature, locks and bars are the only fure means for
reftraining a number of women confined to one
hufband. When the Kirig of Perfia, with his
wives, removes from Ifpahan to any of his villas,
the hour of his departure, and the ftreet through
which he is to pafs, are proclaimed three days
before, in order that every man may keep out of
the way.
- In contradi@ion to the climate, C~hriﬂianity
has banifhed polygamy from Ethiopia, though the
judges are far from being fevere upon that crime.
The heat of the climate makes them wifh to In-
dulge in a plurality of wives, even at the expence
of purchafing each of them, Among the Chrif-
tians of Congo polygamy is in ufe, as formerly
when they were Pagans. To be confined to one
wife is held, by the moft zealous Chriftians there,
to be altogether irrational. Rather than be fo cone
fined, they would renounce Chriftianity.

“The Chinefe are fo jealous of their wives, as
even to lock them up from their relations ; and,
{o great is their diffidence of the female fex in ge-
acral, that brothers and fifters are not permitted to

converfe
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converle together. When women go abroad, they
are fhut up in a clofe fedan, into which no eye
can penetrate. 'The intrigues carried on by the
wives of the Chinefe Emperor, and the jealoufy
that reigns among them, render them unhappy.
But luckily, as women are little regarded, where
polygamy is indulged, their ambition and intrigues
give lefs difturbance to the government, than in the
courts of European princes. —

The ladies of Hindoftan cover their heads with
a gauze veil, even at home, which they lay not
afide, except in the company of their neareft rela-
tions. A Hindoo buys his wife; and the firft
time he is permitted to fee her without a veil is
after marriage in his own houfe.

In feveral hot countries, women are put under
the guard of eunuchs, as an additional fecurity ;
and black eunuchs are commonly preferred for
their uglinefs. But, as a woman, deprived of the
fociety of men, is apt to be inflamed even with the
appearance of a man, fome jealous nations, re-
fining upon that circumftance, employ old maids,
termed duennas, for guarding their women. In
the city of Moka, in Arabia Felix, women of
fafhion never appear in the ftreets in day light ;
but it is a proof of manners, refined above thofe in
neighbouring countries, that they are permitted to
wifit one another in the evening. If they find men

G2 in
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in their way, they draw afide to let them pafs. A
French furgeon being called by one of the King of
Yeman’s chief officers, to cure a rheumati{m,
which had feized two of his wives, was permitted
to handle the parts affe@ed ; but he could not get
a fight of their faces.

€ H WA SR ST

ON THE EDUCATION OF ASIATIC WOMEN.

IN the warm regions of Afia, where polygamy

is indulged, the education of young women is
extremely loofe, being intended folely for animal
pleafure. They are accomplithed in fuch graces
and allurements, as tend to inflame the fenfual ap-
petite.  They are taught vocal and inftrumental
mufic, with various dances that cannot ftand the
teft of decency. But no culture is beftowed on the
mind,—no moral inftru&ion,—no improvement
of the rational faculties ;—becaufe fuch education
as qualifies them for being virtuous companions to
men of fenfe, would infpire them with abhorrence
at the being made proftitutes. In a word, fo cor-
rupted are they by vicious education, as to be
unfit objets of any defire, but what is merely
fenfual.

Afiatic wives are not trufted even with the ma-
nagemcnt
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nagement of houfehold affairs, which would afford
opportunities of infidelity.

In Perfia, fays Chardin, the ladies are not per-
mitted, more than children, to choofe a gown for
themfelves. No lady knows'in the morning what
fhe is to wear that day.

The education of young women in Hindoftan is
confiderably different. They are not taught mufic
nor dancing, which are reckoned fit only for ladies
of pleafure. They are taught all the graces of
- external behaviour, particularly to converfe with
fpirit and elegance. They are taught alfo to {ew,
to embroider, and to drefs with tafte. Writing 1s
negletted ; but they are taught to read, that they
may have the confolation of {tudying the Alcoran 5
which they never open, nor could underftand if
they did. ‘

Notwithftanding fuch care in educating Hin-
doftan females, their confinement in a feraglio
senders their manners extremely loofe.  'The moft
refined luxury of fenfe, with idlenefs, or with
reading love-tales ftill worfe than idlenefs, cannot
fail to vitiate the minds of perfons deprived of li-
berty, and to prepare them for every fort of m-
temperance. )

The wives and concubines of grandees in Con-
{tantinople are permitted fometimes to walk abroad
for air and exercife. A foreigner ftumbling acci-

G 3 dentally
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dentally on a knot of them, about forty in number,
attended with black eunuchs, was, in the twinkling
of an eye, feized by a brifk girl, with the reft at
her heels, who all accofted him with loofe expref~
fions. An old Janiffary, ftanding at a little dife
tance, was amazed. His Mahometan bafhfulnefs
would not fuffer him to lay hands upon women ;
but, with a Stentorian voice, he roared to the
black eunuchs, that they were guardians of profti-
tutes, not of modeft women ; urging them to fres
the man from fuch harpies,

CHl AP XE,

ON MARRIAGE CEREMONTIES.

; TA ARRIAGE-ceremonies vary in different
A countries, and at different times. Where
the practice is to purchafe a wife, whether among
favages, or among pampered people in hot climates,
payment of the price completes the marriage,
without any other ceremony.  Other ceremonies,
however, are fometimes practifed. In old Rome,
the bride was attended to the bridegroom’s houfe
with a female {lave, carrying a diftaff and 2 fpindle,
importing that fhe ought to fpin for the family,
Among the favages of Canada, and of the neigh-
bouring countries, a firap, a kettle, and 2 faggot,
: are
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are put in the bride’s cabin, as fymbols of her
duty, viz. to carry burdens, to drefs victuals, and
to provide wood. On the other hand, the bride,
in token of her flavery, takes her axe, cuts wood;
bundles it up, and lays it before the door of the
bridegroom’s hut. All the falutation {he receives
is, « It is time to go to reft.” .
The inhabitants of Sierra Leona, a negro coun-
try, have in all their towns a boarding-f{chool,
where young ladies are educated for a year, under
the care of a venerable old gentleman. When
their education is completed, they are carried in
their beft attire to a public affembly ; which may
be termed a matrimonial market, becaufe there
young men convene to make choice. Thofe, who
fit themfelves to their fancy, pay the dowry ; and,
" over and above, gratify the old fuperintendant for
his extraordinary care in educating the bride.
In the ifland of Java, the bride, in token of fub-
je&ioh, wathes the bridegroom’s fect; and this is
a capital ceremony.

In Ruffia, the bride prefents to the bridegroom
2 bundle of rods, to be ufed againft her when the
deferves to be chaftifed ; and at the fame time fhe
pulls off his boots. The prefent emprefs, intent
upon reforming the rude manners of her {ubje&s,
has difcountenanced that ceremony among people
of fafhion.
G 4 \ Very
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Very different were the manners of Peru, before
the Spanifh conqueft. The bridegroom carried
thoes to the bride, and put them on with his own
hands. But there, purchafing of wives was up.
known. Marriage ceremonies in Lapland are di-
refted by the fame principle. [t is cuftomary
 there for 2 man to make prefents to his children of
rein-deer 3 and young women, who have 3 large
ftock of thefe animals, have lovers n plenty. A
young man looks for fuch a wife at a fair, or at a
mecting for paying taxes. He takes to the houfe of
the young woman’s parents fome of his relations ~
being folicitous in Particular to have ap eloquent
fpeaker. They are all admitted, except the lover,
who muft wait till he be called in. Afler drinking
fome fpirits, the fpokefman addreffes the father in
humble terms, bowing the knee, as if he Were in-
troduced to a prince, ,

CHAP,
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ON FEMALE SUCCESSION.

HE gradual advance of the female fex to an
equality with the male {ex, is vifible in the

laws of female fucceflion that have been eftablithed
at different times, and in different countries. = It is
not probable that, in any country, women were
early admitted to inherit Jand. They are too much
defpifed among favages, for fo valuable a privilege.
The fiercenefs and brutality of the ancient Romans,
in particular, unqualified the women to be their
companions. It never entered their thoughts,
that women fhould inherit land, which they cannot
defend by the fword. But women came to be re-
garded, in proportion as the national manners re-
“fined. The law, prohibiting female fucceflion in
land, eftablithed in days of rufticity, was held to be
rigorous and unjuft, when the Romans were more

polifhed.
The barbarous nations, who crufhed the Roman

power, were not late in adopting the mild man- -

ners of the conquered. They admitted women to
inherit land, and they exacted a double compofition
for injuries done to them. ‘

By the Salic law among the Franks,, women
were exprefsly prohibited to inherit land, But

Gs v this
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this prohibition was in time eluded, by the follow-
ing folemnity. ‘The man, who wanted to put his.
daughter upon a footing with his fons, carried her
before the commiffary, faying, ¢ My dear child,
an ancient and impious cuftom bars a young wo-
man from f{uceeding to her father: but, as all my
children, are equally given me by God, I ought
to love them equally ; therefore, my dear child,
my will is that my effe@s be divided equally be.
tween you and your brethren.”’

In polithed ftates women are not excluded from
fucceeding even to the crown. Ruffia and Britain
afford examples of women capable to govern, in an
abfolute, as well as in a limited monarchy.

Among the Hurons in North Amarica, where
the regal dignity is hereditary, and great regard
paid to the royal family, the fucceflion is continued
through females, in order to preferve the royal
blood untainted. When' the chief dies, his fon
does not fucceed, but his fifter’s fon ; who certaine
ly is of the royal blood, whoever be the father.

And, when the royal family is at anend, a chicf
is elected by the nobleft matron of the tribe.

The fame rule of fucceflion obtains among the
Natches, a "people bordering on the Miffiflippi ;
it being an article of their creed,  That their
royal family are children of the fun.”

On the fame belief was founded a law in Peru,

appointing the heir of the.crown to marry his fif-
ter ;
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ter; which, equally With the law mentioned, pre-

ferved the blood of the fun in the royal {amily.
' Female fucceflion depends, in fome degree, on
the nature of the government. In Holland, all
the children, male and female, fucceed equally.
The Hollanders live by commerce, which women
are capable of as well as men. Land, at the fame
time is {o {canty in that country as to render it im-
praiticable to raife a family, by engrofling a great
eftate 1n land ; and there is nothing but the am-
bition of raifing a family, that can move a man to
pr»fer one of his children before the reft. The fame
law obtains in Hamburgh, for the fame reafons.

Extenfive eftates in land fupport great families in
Britain, a circumftance unfavourable to younger
children.  But probably in London, and in other
great trading towns, mercantile men provide againft
the law, by making a more equal dxﬁrlbutlon of
their effe&s among their children.

Upon a review of the hiftory of the falr fex,

would not one be apt to conclude, that originally

females were every where defpifed, as they are at
prefent among the favages of America; — that
wives, like {laves, were procured by barter ;—and
that polygamy was univerfal. The northern na=
tions of Europe, however, muft be excepted from
thefe conclufions. Among them, women were
from the beginning courted and honoured, nox
was polygamy ever known among them.

G 6 CH A P.
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CH AP XL

CURIOUS INSTANCES OF FALSE REASONING.

WHEN we confider the many caufes that
_ miflead from juft reafoning, in days ef-
pecially of 1gnorance ; the erroneous and abfurd
opinions that have prevailed, and ftill continue,
in fome meafure, to prevail in the world, are far
from being furprifing.

Were reafon our only guide in the condu@® of
life, we fhould have caufe to complain ; but our
Maker has provided us with the moral fenfe, 2
guide little fubjet to error in matters of impor-
tance.

To exemplify erroneous and abfurd reafonings
of every fort, would be endlefs. Let the follow-
ing amufing inftances, therefore, fuffice.

Plato, taking it for granted, ¢ That every being
which moves itfelf muft have a foul,”" concludes
that the world muft have 2 foul, becaufe it moves
itfelf. ; A
Appion ridicules the Jews for adhering literally
to the precept of reﬁing on their fabbath, fo gs tc
fuffer Jerufalem to be taken that day by Ptolemy
fon of Lagus. Mark the anfwer of Jofephus,
“ Whoever paffes a fober judgment on this mat-
ter, will find our praice agreeable to honour and

virtue 5 for what can be more honourable and vir-
tuous,,
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tuous, than to ‘poftpone our country, and even
life itfelf, to the fervice of God, and of his holy
religion #” A firange idea of religion, to put it in
dire& oppofition to every moral principle !

A fuperftitious and abfurd dotsine, «“ that God
‘will interpofe by a miracle to declare what is right,
in every controverfy, has eccafioned much erroneous
reafoning, and abfurd practice. The practice of
determining controverfies, by fingle combat, com-
menced about the feventh century, when religion
had degenerated into {uperftition, and courage
was efteemed the only moral virtwe. The parlia-
ment of Paris, in the reign of Charles VI. ap-
pointed a fingle combat, in order to have the
judgment of Heaven, whether the one had com-
mitted a rape with the other’s wife.

The trials by water, and by fire, reft on the
fame erroneous foundation. In the former, if the
perfon accufed funk to the bottom, it was a judg-
ment -pronounced by God, that he was innocent.
If he kept above, it wasa judgment that he was
guilty. Fleury remarks, that if ever the perfon
accufed was found guilty, it was his own fault.

In Sicily, a woman acccufed of adultery, was -
compelled to fwear to her innocence. The oath,
taken down in writing, was laid on water ; and if
it did not fink, the woman was innocent. We
find the fame pradtice in Japan, andin Malabar.

‘ . One
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One of the articles infifted on by the reformers
in Scotland, was, “ that public prayers be made,
and the facraments adminiftered in the vulgar
tongue.”  T'he anfwer of a provincial council was
~ in the following words : ¢ That to conceive public
prayers, or adminifter the . facraments in any lan=
guage but Latin, is contrary to the traditions and v
prattice of the Cathohc church, for many ages
paft; and that the demand cannot be- granted,
~ without impiety to God, and difobedience to the
church.” Here it is taken for granted, that the
practice of the church is always right; which is
building an argument on a very rotten foundation.

‘The Caribbeans abflain from eating turtle,
which they think would infet them with the lazi-
nefs and {tupidity of that animal. Upon the fame
erroneous notion, the Brafilians abftain from the
fleth of ducks and of every creature that moves
flowly.

It is obferved of northern nations, that they do
not open the mouth fufficiently for diftin& articu-
lation ; and the reafon given is, * that the cold-
nefs of the air makes them keep the mouth as clofe
as poflible.” People inured toa cold climate are
as little affe&ted by cold in the mouth, asin any
other part of the body. The real caufe is, that
northern tongues abound with confonants which
admit but a fmall aperture of the mouth.

A talent
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A talent for writing feems in Germany to be
" effimated by weight, as beauty is {aid to be in
Holland. Cocceius, for writing three weighty folio
volumes on law, has obtained among his country-
A “men the epithet of Great. This author; handling
the rules of fucceffion in land-eftates, has, with
moft profound erudition, founded all of them upon
the following very {imple propofition. Ina com-
petition, that defcendant is-entitled to be preferred,
who has the greateft quantity of the predeceffor’s.
- blood in his veins. Hasa man any of his prede-
ceffor’s bloed in his veins, otherwife than meta=
phoricallyP Simple indeed! to build an argument
in law upon a pure metaphor.

To convince the the world of ' the truth of the
four gofpels, Ireneus urges the following arguments,
which he calls. demonftration. ¢ There are four
quarters of the world, and four cardinal winds,
confequently there are four gofpels in the church,
" as there are four piliars that fupport it, and four
breaths of life that render it immortal.”” Again,
s« There have been four covenants ; the firft under
Adam, the fecond under Noah, the third under
Mofes, the fourth under Jefus Chrift.”

St. Cyprian, in his exhortation to martyrdom,
after having applied the myfterious number feven, to
the feven days of the creation, to the feven thou-
fand years of the world’s duration, to the feven

{pirits
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fpirits that ftand before God, to the feven lamps
of the tabernacle, to the feven candlefticks of the
Apocalypfe, to the feven pillars of wifdom, to the
_ feven children of the barren woman, to the feven
women, who took one man for their hufband, to the
{feven brothers of the Maccabees,—obferves, that St.
Paul mentions that number as aprivileged number ;
which, fays he, is the reafon why he did not write
but to feven churches. ! '

Jofephus, in his anfwer to Appion, urges the
following argument for the temple of Jerufalem :
¢ As there is but one God, and ohe world, it holds
by analogy, that there thould be but. one temple.””
At that rate, there thould be biit one worfhipper.
And why fhould that one temple be at Jerufalem,
rather than at Rome, or at Pekin ?

The Syrians and Greeks did not for a long time
eat fith. "T'wo reafons are affigned.  One is, that
fith is net facrificed to the Gods; the other, that
being immerfed in the fea, they look not up to
heaven. The firlt would afford 2 more plaufible
argument for eating fith. And, if the other have
any weight, it would be an argument for facriﬁcing
men, and neither fith nor cattle.

In juftification of the Salic law, which prohibits
female fucceffion, it was long held a conclufive
argument, “ That in the Scripture, the /i/ies are
faid neither to work nor to fpin.”

Peter
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Peter Hantz of Horn, who lived in the laft cen-
tury, imagined that Noah’s ark is the true conftruc-
tion of a- thip; ¢ which,” faid he, “ is the work-
manthip of God, and therefore perfect ;”’—as if a
veflel, made only for floating on the water, were
the beft alfo for failing.

"The Spaniards, who laid wafte a great part of
the Welt Indies, endeavoured to excufe their cruel-
ties, by maintaining, that the natives were not
men, but a {pecies-of the Ouran Qutang; for no
better reafong than that they were of a copper
colour, fpoke an unknown language, and had no
beard.

In 1440, the Portucuefe folicited the Pope’s
permiflion to double the Lape of Good Hope, and
to reduce to perpetual fervitude the negroes, be-
caufe they had the colour of the damned, and never
went to church.

In the Frederician Code, a propofition is laid
down, ¢ that by the law of nature, no man can
make a teftament.”” And in fupport of that propofi-
tion the following argument is urged, which is faid
to be a demonftration: ¢ No deed can be a tefta-
ment while a man is alive, becaufe it is not necef-
fatily his Jaf# will; and no man can make 2 tefta-
ment after his death.”” Both premifes are true,
but the negative conclufion does not follow, It
is tru¢ @ man’s decd is not his /a2 will, while he
1

<2
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is alive. But does it not become his Taft ‘will,
when he dies without altering the deed ?

The Roman Catholics began with beheading
heretics, hanging them, or {toning them to death.
‘But fuch punifhiments were difcovered to be too
flight, in matters of faith. It was demonfirated
that heretics ought to be burnt in a flow fire. It
being taken for granted, that God punithes them in
the other world with a flow fire ; it was inferred,
“ "That as every prince and every magiltrate is the
image of God in this world, they ought to follow
his example.”  Here is a double error in reafon-
ing ;—fir(t, the taking for granted the fundamental
propofition, which is furely not felfevident; and
next, the drawing a conclufion from it, without
any conneltion.

Huetius, Bithop of Auvranches, declaiming
againft the vanity of eftablithing 2 perpetual fuc-
ceflion of defcendants, obferves, that other writers
had expofed it upon moral principles, but .that he
would-cut it down with a plain metaphyfical ar-
gument. ¢ Father and fon are relative ideas
and the relation is at an end by the death of either.
My will therefore to leave my eftate to my {on is
abfurd ; becaufe after my death, he is no longer
- my fon.” By the fame fort of argument he de-
monltrates the vanity of fame. ¢ The relation
that {ubfifts between a man and his charaer, is at

' an
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an end by his death; and therefore, the cha«
racter gix?en him by the world, belongs not to him
nor to any perfon.” Huetius is not the only
writer, who has urged metaphyfical arguments
contrary to common fenfe.

It was once a general opinion among thofe who
dwelt near the fea, that people never die but during
the ebb of the tide. And there were not wanting
plaufible reafons. = The fea, in flowing, carries
with it vivifying particles that recruit the fick.
The fea is falt, and falt preferves from rottennefs.
When the fea finks in ebbing, every thing finks
with it. Nature languifhes, the fick are not vi-
vified. They die.

"The Jews enjoyed the reputation, for feveral
centuries, of being {kilful phyficians. Francis I. of
Trance, having long laboured under a difeafe that
eluded the art of his own phyficians, applied to the
Emperor Charles V. for a Jewifh phyfician from
Spain. _Finding that the perfon fent had been
converted to Chriftianity, the King refufed to em-
ploy him; as if a Jew were to lofe his fkill, upon
being converted to Chriftianity. Why did not the
King order one of his own phyficians to be con-
verted to Judaifm ?

In reafoning, inftances are not rare, of miftaking
the caufe for the effe@, and the effe&t for the caufe.
When a ftone is thrown from the hand, the con-

tinuance
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tinuance of its motion in the air, was once univer-
fally ‘accounted for as follows :—¢¢ That the air
follows the ftone at the heels, and pufthes it on.”
The effe@ here is miftaken for the caufe. The
air indeed follows the flone at the hecls; but it
only fills the vacuity made by the ftone, and does
not pufh it on.

It has been flyly urged againt the art of phyfic,
that phyficians are rare among temperate people,
who have no wants but thofe of nature ; and that
where phyficians abound, difeafes abound. This
15 miftaking the caufe for the effe&, and the cffe®
for the caufe. People in health have no occafion
for a phyfician; but indolence and luxury beget
difeafes, and difeafes beget phyficians.

In accounting for natural appearances, even good
writers have betrayed a weaknefs in reafoning.
Defcartes aferibes the motion of the planets to a
vortex of ether whirling round and round, He
thought not of enquiring, whether there really be
fuch a vortex, nor what makes it move,

M. Buffon forms the earth out of 2 {plinter of
the fun, ftruck off by a comet. May not one be "
permitted humbly to enquire of that eminent phi-
lofopher, what formed the comet? This pafles for
folid reafoning ; and yet we laugh at the poor
Indian, who fupports the carth from falling by an
elephant, and the elephant'by a tortoife.

Ancient
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Ancient hiftories are full of incredible fa&s, that
palled current, during the infancy of reafon, which
at prefent would be rejected with contempt. Every
one, who is converfant in the hiftory of ancient
nations, can recall inftances without end. Does
any perfon believe at prefent, though gravely re-
ported by hiftorians, that in old Rome there was a
law, for cutting into pieces the body of a bank-
rupt, and diftributing the parts among his cre-
ditors? "The ftory of Porfenna and Scevola is highly
romantic ; and there is little reafon to believe,
there ever was fuch a ftate as that of the Amazons. -

Abfurd conclufions have been deduced from pro-
hibitions taken literally, againft common fenfe.
Lord Clarendon gives two inftances ; both of them
relative to the great fire of London.  The mayor
propofing to pull down a houfe, in order to flop
the progrefs of the fire, was oppofed by the lawyers, -
who declared the a&t to be unlawful; and the
houfe was burnt without being pulled down.
About the fame time, it was propofed to break
open fome houfes in the Temple for faving the
furniture, the pofieflors being in the country ; but
it was declared burglary to force open a door with-
out confent of the pofeffor.

Such literal interpretation, contrary to common”
fenfe, has been extended even to infli& punifh-
ment. Ifadas was bathing, when the alarm was

5 given
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given in Lacedemon, that Epaminondas was at
hand with a numerous army. Naked as he was,
he rufhed againft the enemy with a' fpear in one
- hand, and a fword in the other, bearing down all
before him. The Ephori fined him for going to
battle unarmed ; but honoured him with a garland
for his gallant behaviour. How abfurd to think,
that the law was intended for fucha cafe! And
how much more abfurd to think, that the fame
a&t ought to be both punithed and rewarded ! -

It is a falutary regulation, that a man who is
_abfent cannot be tried for his life. Pope For-
mofus died {uddenly, without fuffering any pu-
nithment_for his crimes. He was raifed from his
grave, drefled in his pontifical habit ; and in that
thape a criminal procefs went on againft him.
Could it ferioufly be thought, that a rotten carcafe,
brought into court, was fuflicient to fulfil the law ?
The fame abfurd farce was played in Scotland,
upon the body of Logan of Reftalrig, feveral years
after his interment. The body of Tancred, King
of 'Sicily, was raifed from the grave, and the head
cut off for fuppofed rebellion. Henry IV, of
Caftile, was depofed in abfence; but, for a colour
of juftice, the following ridiculous f{cene was ated.
A wooden ftatue, dreffed in a royal habit, was
placed on a theatre; and the fentence of depo-
fition was folemnly read to it, as if it had been

the King himfelf. The Archbifhop of Toledo
feizedr
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feized the crown, another the fceptre, a third the

fword,  and the ceremony was concluded, with
proclaiming another king.

C.H A P. XL
ON THE ANTICIPATION OF FUTURITY.

N O bias in human nature is more prevalent,
than a defire to anticipate futurity, by being
made acquainted beforehand with what will happen.
It was indulged without referve in dark times ; and
hence omens, auguries, dreams, judicial aftrology,
oracles, and prophecies, without end. It fhows
ftrange weaknefs not to fee, that fuch fore-know-
ledge would be a gift more pernicious to man, than
Pandora’s box. It would deprive him of every mo-
tive to action ; and leave no place for fagacity, nor
for contriving means to bring about a defired event.
Life is an enchanted caftle, opening to interefting
views that inflame the imagination, and excite in-
duftry.—Remove the veil that hides futurity—
To an a&ive, buftling, animating f{cene, fucceeds
a dead ftupor, men converted into ftatues,—paflive,
like inert matter, becaufe there remains not a
fingle motive to action. . Anxiety about futurity -
roufes our fagacity to prepare for what may hap-
pen; but an appetite to know, what fagacity
cannot difcover, is a weaknefs in nature, incon-

fitent with every rational principle.
CHAP,
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CH A PR

ON OUR PROPENSITY TO THE BELIEF OF THE
MARVELQUS.

PR()FENSITY to things rare and wonderful,
is a natural bias no lefs univerfal than the for-
mer. Any ftrange or unaccountable event roufes
the attention, and inflames the mind.. We fuck it in
greedily, wifh it to be true, and belicve it upon the
flighteft evidence.

A hart taken in the foreft of Senlis by Charles V1.
of France, bore a collar upon which was infcribed
<¢ Czfar hoc me donavit.” Cefar gave me this.
Every one believed that a Roman Emperor was
meant, and that the beaft muft have lived at leaft a
thoufand years ; overlooking that the Emperor of
Germany is alfo ftyled Cefur, and that it was not
neceflary to go back fifty years. : :

This propenfity difplays itfelf even in childhood.
Stories of ghofts and apparitions are anxioufly liften-
ed to, and by the terror they occafion; firmly be-
lieved.  The vulgar, accordingly, have been cap-
tvated with fuch ftories, upon evidence that would
not be fufficient to afcertain the fimpleft fa&. The
abfurd and childith prodigies that are every where
{cattered through the hiftory of Titus Livius, not
to mention other ancient hiftorians, would be un-
accountable 1n a writer of fenfe and gravity, were

it not for the propenfity mentioned.’
5 ] But
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But human belief is not left at the mercy of every
irregular bias. Our Maker has fubjected belief to
the fubjection of the rational faculty ; and accor-
dingly, in proportion as reafon advances towards
maturity, wonders, prodigies, apparitions, incan-
tations, witchcraft, and fuch ftuff, lofe their in-
fluence. That reformation, however, has been ex-
ceeedingly flow, becaufe the propenfity is very
ftrong.  Such abfurdities found credit among wife
men, even as late as the laft age.

"The Earl of Clarendon gravely relates an inci-
dent concerning the affaffination of the Duke of
Buckingham, the fum of which follows. ¢ There
were many {tories {cattered abroad at that time, of
prophecies and predictions of the Duke’s untimely
and violent death ; one of which was upon a better
foundation of credit, than fuch difcourfes are ufu-
ally founded upon.  There was an officer in the
King’s wardrobe in Windfor caftle, of reputation
for honefty and difcretion, and at that time about
the age of fifty. About fix months before the
miferable erd of the Duke, this man being in bed
and in good health, there appeared to him at mid-
night 2 man of a venerable afpect, who drawing
the curtains, and fixing his eye upon him, faid,
¢ Doyouknow me, Sir?”” Thepoor man, half dead
with fear, anfwered, that-he thought him to be
Sir George Villiers, father to the Duke. Upon
which he was ordered by the apparition, to go to

H the
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the Duke and tell him, that if he did notfomewhat
to ingratiate himfelf with the people, he would be
{uffered to live but a thort time. The fame perfon
appeared to him a fecond and athird time, reproach-
ing him bitterly for not performing his promife.
The ‘poor man pluck'd up as much courage as to
excufe himfelf, that it was difficult to find acéefs to
the Duke, and that he would be thought 2 madman.
The apparition imparted to him fome fecrets, which
he {aid would be his credentials to the Duke. The
officer, introduced to the Duke by Sir Ralph
Freeman, was received courteoufly. They walk-
ed together near an hour ; and the Duke fometimes
i:poke with great commotion, though his fervants
with Sir Ralph were at fuch a diftance, that they
could not hear a word. The officer, returning from
the Duke, told Sir Ralph, that when he mentioned
the particulars that were to gain him credit, the
Duke’s colour changed ; and he fwore the officer
could come to that knowledge only by the devil ;
for that thefe particulars were known only to him-
[elf, and to one perfon more, of whofe fidelity he
was fecure. The Duke, whao went to accompany
the King at hunting, was obferved to ride, all the
the morning, in deep thought; and before the
morning was {pent, left the field and alighted at
his mother’s houfe, with whom he was fhut up
for two or three hours. 'When the Duke left her,
his countenance appeared full of trouble, with a
mixture
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mixture of anger, which never appeared before in
converfing with her ; and fhe was found overwhelm-
ed with tears, and in greatagony. ' Whatever there
was of all this, it is a notorious truth, that when
fhe heard of the Duke’s murder, fhe feemed not
in the leaft furprifed, nor did fhe exprefs much
forrow.”

"I'he name of Lord Clarendon calls for more at-
tention to the foregoing relation than otherwife it
would deferve. It is no article of the Chriftian
faith, that the dead preferve their conne@ion with
_the living, or are ever fuffered to return to this

world. 'We have no folid evidence for fuch a faé ;
and rarely hear of it, except in tales for amufing or
terrifying children.  Secondly, The ftory is incon-
fiftent with the {yftem of Providence ; which, for
the beft purpofes, has drawn an impenetrable veil
between usrand futurity.  Thirdly, This appa-
rition, though fuppofed to be endowed with a mi-
raculous knowledge of future events, is, however,
deficient in the fagacity that belongs to a perfon of
ordinary underftanding. It appears twice to the
officer without thinking of giving him proper cre-
dentials 5 nor does it think of them till fuggefted by
the officer.  Fourthly, Why did not the apparition
godirectly to the Duke himfelf ; what neceffity for
employing a third perfon? The Duke muft have
been much more aftected with an apparition tohim-
felf, than with the hearing it at fecond hand. The
Al H2 _ officer
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efficer was afraid of being taken for a madman;
and the Duke had {fome reafon to think him fuch.
Laftly, The apparition happened above three
months before the Duke’s death ;5 and yet we hear
not of a fingle ftep taken by him, in purfuance of
the advice he got. ;

"The authority of the writer, and the regard we
owe to him, have drawn from me, fays Lord
Kaimes, the foregoing refleGions, which with re-
fpect to the ftory itfelf are very little neceffary ; for
the evidence is really not fuch as to verify an ordi-
nary occurrence. His Lordfhip acknowledges; that
he had no evidence but common report, {aying,
that it was one of the many ftories.{cattered abroad
at that time. e does not fay, that the ftory was
related to him by the officer, whofe name he does
not even mention, or by Sir Ralph Freeman, -or by
the Duke, or by the Duke’s.mother. Ifanything
happened like what is .related, it may with good
reafon be fuppofed that the officer was.crazy, or en-
thufiaftically mad. Nor have we any evidence be-
yond common report, that he .communicated .any
fecret to the Duke.

CHM AP
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C H. 4 B XLV,

ON THE TENDENCY OF THE HUMAN MIND TO
MYSTERIES AND HIDDEN MEANINGS.

NOTHER fource of erroneous reafoning, is
a fingular tendency in-the mind of man to
myfteries and hidden meanings. Where an object
‘makes a deep impreflion,. the bufy mind is {eldom
fatisfied with the fimple and obvious meaning. In-
vention is roufed to allegorize, and to pierce into:
hidden views and purpofes. - Religious forms and
ceremonies, however arbitrary, are never held to
be fo. It an ufeful purpofe do not appear, it is ta-
ken for granted that there muft bean hidden mean-
ing ; and any meaning, however childifh, will ferve,
when a better cannot be found.  Such propenfity. -
there is in dark ages for allegorizing, that evenour.
Saviour’s miracles have not efcaped.

« Sacrifice to the ceeleftial gods with an odd
number, and to the terreftrial gods with an even
number,” is a precept of Pythagoras.. Another 1S,
¢¢ Turn round in adoring the gods, and {it down
when thou haft worthipped.””” The learned make
a ftrange pother about the hidden meaning of thefe
precepts.  But, after all, have they any hidden
meaning? Forms and ceremonies are ufeful in ex-
ternal worfhip, for occupying the mind ; and it is
of m}importancé what they be, provided they pre-

Bz 3 vent
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vent the mind from wandering. 'Why fuch parti-

.ality to ancient ceremonies, when no hidden mean-
ing is fuppofed in thofe of Chriftians, fuch as
bowing to the eaft, or the prieft performing the
liturgy, partly in a black upper garment, partly in
a white ? :

No ideas are more fimple than of numbers, nor
lefs fufceptible of any hidden meaning ; and yet
the profound Pythagoras has imagined many fuch
meanings. The number one, fays he, having no
parts, reprefents the Deity. It reprefents alfo or-.
der, peace, and tranqdillity, which refult from
unity of fentiment. The number /z0 repre-
fents diforder, confufion, and change. - He dif-
covered in the number zhree the moft fublime
myfleries. All things are compofed, fayshe, of three
fubftances. The number Jour 1s holy in its nature,
and conflitutesthe divine effence which confifts in unj-
ty, power, benevolence, and wifdom. Would one
believe, that the great philofopher, who demonftrated
the forfy-feventh propofition of the firft book of Fu.
clid, was the inventorof fuch wild conceits? Perhaps
Pythagoras only meantto'divert himfelf with them.
Whether he did foor not, it feems difficult to be
-explained, how fuch trifles were preferved in me-
mory, and handed down to us through fo many
generations.  All that can be faid is, that during
the infancy of knowledge, every novelty makes a

figure,
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figure, and it requires a long courfe of time to
feparate the corn from the chait.

The following precepts of the fame philofopher,
though now only fit for the Child’s Guide, were
originally cherithed and preferved in memory as
emanations of fuperior wifdom. “ Do not enter
a temple for worthip but with adecent air. Ren=
der not life painful, by undertaking too many affairs.
Bealways ready for what may happen. Never bind
yourfelf by a vow nor by an oath. Irritate not a
man who is angry.”

Thefeven wife men of Greece made a figure in
their time; butit would be unreafonable to expett,
that what they taught during the infancy of know-
ledge, thould make a figure in its maturity.

A certain writer, {mitten with the conceit of
hidden meanings, hasapplied his talent to the con-
ftellations of the zodiac. The Zon typifies the force
or heat of the fun, in the month of July, when
he enters that conﬁellation 'The conftellation,
where the fun is, in the month of Augult, is terin-
ed the virgin, ﬁgmfymg the time of harveft. He
enters the balance in September, denoting the equa-
lity of day and night. The jfeorpion, where heis
found in- O&ober, is an emblem of the difeafes
that are frequent during that month. The balance,
it mu®t be acknowledged, is well hit off ; but the
refemblance of the force of the lion to the heat of

Bk 4 : the



e es ]

the fun, is not fo clearly feen, and ftill lefs that of
harveft to a virgin. The fpring would be more
happily reprefented by a virgin, and the harveft by
a woman that is pregnant, -

Our tendency to myftery and allegory difplays
ufelf with greater vigour, in thinking of our fore-
fathers, and of the ancients in general, by means of
the veneration that is paid them. Before writing
was known, ancient hiftory is made up of tradi-
tional fables. A Trojan Brutus peopled Eng-
land; and the Scots are defcended from Scota)
daughter to an Egyptian king, Have we not
equally reafon to think, that the hiflories of the
heathen Gods are invelved in fable ? We pretend
not to draw any hidden meaning from the former,
why fhould we expe& any fuch meaning in the
latter ? 2

Defcartes was the greateft geometer of the age
he lived in, and one of the greateft of any age ;
which infenfibly, led him to overlook intuitive
knowledge, and to admit no propofition, but what
is demonftrated or proved, in the regular form of
Tyllogifin. He took a fancy to doubt even of his
own exiftence, till he was convinced of it by the
following argument. - Cygito, ergo fum : I think,
therefore I exiff., And what fort of a demonftra-
tion is this after all? If nothing is to be taken for
granted, an argument is no lefs neceffary to prove

that he thinks, than to prove that he exifts. It is
true
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true, that he has intuitive knowledge of his think--
ing ; but has he not the fame of his exifting ?
Would ot 2 man deferve to be laughed at, who,
after warming himfelfat a fire, thould imagine the
the following argument neceffary to prove its exif-
tence. ¢ The fire burns,” therefore ¢ it exifts.”

" G 'H AP, XLVR
ON THE TENDENCY OF MORAL CHARACTER:
TO DIVERSIFY THE HUMAN FORM.

HE mind itfelf is often the- original feat of
diforder which is transferred to the animal
fyftem. In thehiftory of individuals, it is obvious
to obferve, that a diftempered imagination, and’
irregular paffions, frequently prey. upon the body,
wafte its vigour, and even haften its diffolution..
Judging then from analogy, 1t {eems not unreafona-
ble to expec, that the paflions, to which fociety is
occafionally obnoxious, may be productive of fimi-
lar effe@s upon the multitude, appear in exterior
{ymptoms, impair the foundnefs of public health,
and enervate the principle of amimal life. What
form of fociety is moft open to this annoyance, is
a problem which, perhaps, the hiftery of the fpecies
is not able to refolve.  But, in general, it may
be pronounced of human life, that the vindi&tive,
H 5. G
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the envious, and unfocial paffions, are hoftile
to the pofleflor, while all the oppofite emotions
diffufe a kindlier influence over olir animal  frame.
“ How milerable are the dammned I” faid Saint
Catherine of Genoa ; ¢ they are no longer capable
of love.”

So clofe is the focial union, that if the fierceft
tyrant that ever exifted in human form was doom-
ed to be himfelf the executioner of his bloody ediéts,
the victims of his tyranny would become the inftri-
ments of his punithment, and the torture inflicted
would be more than he could endure. :

The little tyrant of Greece; whom the Hecuba
of Euripides chafed from the ‘public theatre, all
bathed in tears, retained, in defiance of himfelf,
the fenfibility of nature. And if the heart is thus
liable to be fubdued by fiGion, how fhould it fuf-
tain, in fimilar circumftances, the a@ual prefence
of woe? To be callous to fuch impreffions, is to
-be more or lefs than man ; and, even where virtue
is extin&t, our organized {yftem is liable fo be af-
fected by this powerful fympathy of minds.

Varieties of national chara&er we obferve im-
printed on the phyfiognomy of nations. The fe-
veral qualities of levity or vanity dignity or pride,
pufillanimity, fortitude, dulnefs, vivacity, ferocity,
mecknefs, and a thoufand nicer gradations of moral
charalter, rife up in the vifage, and mark the eg-

© terior of man. ' Individuals, it is allowed, are of-
en
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ten found devoid of the chara&eriftics that pre-
dominate in' the family, in the tribe, or in the
nation to which they belong, while they retain,
neverthelefs, all the ufual marks of thofe charac~
teriftics.  Hence, phyfiognomy is a delufive art.
Men are belied by appearances, till at laft the
genuine expreffion of the individual 1s 1uter-
preted, and declares the fallacy of more equivo-
cal and general figns. Thefe general figns, the
accumulated effe&, wperhaps, of prevailing habit
for genergtions, may become congenial to a race ;
and, being wrought mto the organization, cannot
be effaced at once by the abfence of the caufes,
which contributed to their formation.

To corre&, and to eftablith mental habit, is the
prerogative of a moral agent. But the lineaments -
and proportions of the body are not variable with
the gradations of intelleGtual improvement ; and
hence the mind is fo often at variance with the
forms which the countenance affumes, in confe-~
quence of its primaval caft.

When the moft exalted genius of antiquity®,
by the exertion‘of this prerogative, had reformed
and ennobled all the features of his charatter, a
phyfiognomift, by the rules of art, judged of him
from his conftitutional propenfities.

Some latitude, however, is allowed to man in
this adjuftment of things. He can often conceal

H6 3\ or
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or difguifehis fentiments by the fuppreflion of the
natural fign. He can affume appearances, without
the feelings to which they belong. . In the exer-
cife of this talent he difplays confummate addrefs -
and artificial language, more at command, favours
the deceit, and countervails the language of nature..
Such artifices confer a falfe and temporary phyfiog-.
nomy, that violates the conneétion of things, and
belies the fyftem of the mind ; fodifficult, however,,
and laborious,. is this effort of art, that the moft:
dexterous diffemblers, aided by all the power of
words, often fail in the attempt.. :

A writer, profoundly verfed in the Ruman cha-
radter; yet more difpofed to heighten its blemifheg
than its perfeCtions, has remarked; in one of the-
great ftatelmen of his time, this ftruggle between
art and: pature.  “ It is indeed true,” fays Dean
Swift of Lord Somers, “ that no man Is more apt
to take fire upon the leaft appearance of ' provocas
tion, which temper he ftrives to fubdue with the
utmoft violence upon himfelf ; {o that his breafp
has been feen to heave, and his eyes to {parkle with.
rage, in thofe very moments when his words and the
tadence of his voice, werein the humbleft and {ofteft
manner. Perhaps that force upon his nature may.
caufe that infattable love of revenge, which his de-
traftorslay to his charge, who- confequently reckon:
diffimulation among his chief perfeGions*.

To:
¥ Hiftory of the four lag years. of the Queen..



{157 )

To form falfe combinations is not only difficult,.
but the execution probably is always imperfe&t 5
and hence the great mafters in expreflion, whether
orators, or actors on the ftage, muft endeavour to-
feel all the emotions they would difplay to-advan-
tage. This may even influence the moral cha--
ra¢ter. In often perfonating the hero, there is ac-
quired a caft of heroifm ; and in perfonating mean.
wretches, there is a danger of a&ual debafement..
Sentiments find' an eafy ingrefs through the ima-
gination into the heart, and the occafional fen--
timents of the altor may become the habitual
principles of the man. Thus, the profligate or
libertine, long acted, abates the love of decorum ;
and he who can fuftain the enthufiafnr of any vir-
tue, though in a borrowed charalter, has probably
appropriated to himfelf fome fhare of its real
energy.

It isthis mode of proceeding, which difcrimi-
nates the aclor of genius from the inferior mimic,
whofe talents are exhaufted in the tranfcript of vifi--
ble figns, regardlefs of their foundation in the
human mind. In the ene cafe, the reprefentation
1s jult and natural ; inthe other aukward and ina-.
nimated ; and, by fuch a criterion, a fagacious ob-
ferver will diftinguith real excellence from me-
chanical imitation, in the fictitious drama ; as in
the drama of the world, candour from affe@ation,
and the truth of charaGer from diffimulation, and
xmpofture.. ; pon
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Upon the whole, it may be éoncluded, that
motal fentiment diverfifies' the outward form.
And though the varieties; which indicate national
charater, may often be equally confiltent with
health and vigodr, yet, in certain circumftances of
fociety, there is reafon to believe, that the predo-
minant feelings of our nature become highly in-
jurious to the animal ceconomy.

Let us {fuppofe a tiibe of mankind, reduced to
a {ituation the molt humiliating and calamitous,—
cramped in - their intelleCtual exertions by an illi-
beral - difcipline,—prone to the fentiments they
muft learn to diffemble, and averfe from other fen-
timents they are obliged to counterfeit,—at perpe-
tual variance with fortune,—and led, by the rigour
of its perfecutions, to cherifh the odious, the ran-
corous, - the vindiétive, to the exclufion of all the
gentler paffions. - Under fuch circumftances, it
were contrary to the whole analogy of nature, if
the bodily conftitution remained found and un-
touched.

This pi&ute is not copied from imagination,
and affumed merely on the prerogative of hypothefis.
The original is to be contemplated in the hiftory
of both the ancient and modern world ; among
the bondmen of Judaa, the helots of Sparta, the
fubjects of domeftic tyranny among the Romans,
and a large proportion of the fpecies, in another
- hemifphere,

Of
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Of all the nations of antiquity, the Athenians
treated flaves with moft humanity ; the Spartans
with the leaft. If, in the treatment of their women;
thie Spartans have appeared worthy of fuch fuperior
praife ; in this other branch of public manners, they
are far inferior to the rival ftate.  The moft wan-
ton debafement of flaves entered into the avowed
plan of their civil difcipline. . The- helots were
even compelled to commit vice, in order to infpire
an abhorrence of 1t in the Spartan youth ; to befot
themfelves with intoxicating liquors, in order to
afford a leflon of moderation to the free citizen.
- But how fhocking. is that policy, which fported
with humanity in one form, to give it dignity in
another ; and authorifed a breach of morality, with
a view to enforce its precepts !

In general, however, the condition of ancient
flaves was lefs unhappy, than that of modern ones.
The Chronia of the Greeks, the Saturnalia of the
Romans, could even invert the diftin@ion of ranks.
Slaves, on thefe feftivals, were ferved by their
mafters ; and all ranks of men were reminded, by
an admirable eftablifhment, of that primitive equali-
ty, which was fuppofed to have fubfifted in the
reign of Saturn, and the golden age.  Some inter-
vals of freedom were thus permitted ; fome f(hort
refpite to the wretched. ' But the negro tribes are
unacquainted with any fuch indulgences. And,
withotit accufing their American mafters of inhu-

manity
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manity Beyond the nations of antiquity, we may’
obferve peculiar circumf(tances in their deftiny, that:
enthance its rigour. "T'heir mafters, without being’
more inhuman:by nature, are, in practice, more

unjuft..  Ancient flaves found a refuge in the fym-
pathy of their mafters, which the negroes do not:
fo eafily excite. = Their features and complexion,.
furnifhing an occafion for unreafonable contempt,.
or antipathy approaching to hatred, extinguifh that:
fellow-feeling with their fufferings, by which their:
grievances would often be lightened, and:the hand:
of the oppreflor difarmed.. :

Hatred, envy, and revenge, grow up naturally
under {uch fufferings, But the love of liberty, the-
moft ftubborn: principle of the heart, is at length
eradicated.  Self-reverence is gone; and emanci--
pation itfelf cannot reftore them to the honours of
human nature.  In time, they view themfelves:
almoft in the light, in.which they. are viewed by
their rulers ; and it is thus they finally acquiefce in-
their deftiny, and ceafe even to think like free men,
after having ceafed to be free.

If then. the unfortunate natives of Africa, the
fubjects of ourdifhoncurable and odious commerce,.
do, in reality, degenerate in the various regions to
which they are transferred, and, far from multi-
plying, cannot even keep up the number of the
ftock without perpetual recruits, it is not improba-
kle that the infolence of tyranny, and the violence

2 offered
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effered to the ftubborn paflions and feelings' of na-
ture, contribute as largely to that degeneracy in
their frame, as the {mart of the rod, or malignity
of climate, or the labours they are forced to en-
dure. -

The reduction of the negro tribes to perpetual
fervitude was contended for, in the fifteenth cen~
tury, on this notable ground, ¢ that they had the
colour of the damned.” This ground can only be
occupied in an ignorant and fuperftitious age. But
the arguments, by which the fame condudt is ftill
attempted to be vindicated, though more fubtle and
refined, are equally repugnant to reafon, to hu-
manity, and to found policy. Thofe arguments
have accordingly been refuted from all thefe con-
fiderations, by fome of the moft refpectable writers
in our own and other nations ; by Hume, by Smith,
by Montefquieu; and in 2 manner the moft deci-
five and animated, by an author®, who unites to
the warmeft zeal for the rights of mankind, a com-
prehenfive knowledge of their interelts 5 and who
has adorned a work, abounding in various and ufe-
ful information for all nations, with all the lights
of philofophy, and all the fplendor of eloquence.
The convition of men of fcience is now the con-
viétion of mankind in general, and, it is hoped,
will have its due weight with thofe higher powers,

‘ to.
% Hitt. Phil, et Polit, tome iv, p, 161,



to whom alone it belongs, by prohibiting the ing-
portation of {laves under the fevereft penalties, to
annihilate for ever a traffic; which throws fo great
a ftain on the political ceconomy of modemn
ages. :

CHAP XLVIL
ON LUXURY--

EN, who live by hunting, can bear a long

falt, and gorge voracioufly when they have
plenty, without being the worfe for it. Whence it
is that barbarians are greatand grofs feeders, They
are equally addi@ed to drunkennefs, and pecu-
liarly-fond of {pirituous liquors. Cyrus preparing
to attack his brother Artaxerxes, King of Perfia,
publifhed 2 manifefto, that he was more worthy of
the throne than his brother, becaufe he could fwal-
low more wine. The ancient Scandinavians, who,
like other favages, were intemperate in eating and
drinking, fwallowed large cups to their gods, and
to fuch of their countrymen as had fallen bravely in
battle. "To hold much liquor was reputed a heroic
virtue.

Anciently, people fed but once a-day, a rafthion
which continued, even after luxury was indulged
i{l other refpe&s. Ig. the war of Xerxes a'gainﬂ

Greece,
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Greece, it was pleafantly faid of the Abderites,
who were burdened with providing for the King’s
table, that they ought to thank the gods, for not
inclining Xerxes to eat twice a-day. Plato held the
Sicilians to be gluttons, for ha}%ing two meals every
day. In the reign of Henry VI the people of
England fed but twice a-day.  He&or Boyes, in
his hiftory of Scotland, exclaiming againftthe grow-
ing luxuties of his contcmpormcx fd s, that fome
perfons were fo gluttonous, as to b.we three meals
every day.
Feafts in former times were carried beyond alk
bounds. William of Malm{bury, who wrote in
the days of Henry II. fays, *“ That the Englifh
were univerfally addi&ed to drunkenncfs, continu-
ing over their cups day and night, Kkeeping open
houfe, and fpending the income of their eftates in
riotous feafts, where eating and dr‘inking were car-
ried to excefs, without any elegance.” People,
who live in a corner, 1magine that every thing is
peculiar to themfelves. 'What Malmfbury fays of
the Englifh 1s common to all nations, in advancing
from the felfithnefs of favages to a relifh for fociety,
but who have not yet learned to bridle their appe-
tites. ’
Giraldus Cambrenfis, fpmkmg of the Monks of
Saint Swithin, fays, that they threw themfelves
proftrate at the feet of Henry II. and with: many
tears complained, that the Bifhop, who was their ’
abbot
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abbot, had withdrawn from them three of their.
ufual number of dithes. Henry, having made
them acknowledge, that there ftill remained ten.
dithes, faid, that he himfelf was contented with
three, and recommended to the Bifhop to reduce
them to that number., ;

About this period, angels, prophets, and patri-

archs, were fet upon the table in plenty. A cu-
rious defert was fometimes exhibited, termed  futteltie,
viz. pafte moulded into the fhape of animals.

A fealt given by Trivultius to Lewis XII.. of
France, in the city of Milan, makes a figure in
Italian hiftory. = No fewer than 1200 ladies were
invited ; and the Cardinals of Narbon and St.
Severin, with many other prelates were among the:
dancers.  After dancing, followed the feaft, to
regulate which there were no fewer employed than.
160 mafter-houfeholds.  T'welve hundred officers.
in an uniform of velvet, or fatin,. carried the vic-.
tuals, and ferved-at the fide-board.

Thebill of fare of an entertainment, given by Sir
Watkin Williams Wynn to a company of 1500.
perfons, on his coming of age, isa fample of an-.
cient Englifh hofpitality, which appears to have.
nothing in view but crowding and cramming. The
following paffage is from Hollinthed: ¢ That the
length and fumptuoufnefs of feafls formerly in ufe,.
are. not totally left off in England ; notwith@tand-.

ing.
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ang that it proveth very beneficial to the phyficians,
who moft abound, where greateft excefs and mif-
government of our bodies appear.” He adds, that
claret, and other French wines were defpifed, and
{trong wines only in requeft.  The befl, he fays,
-were to be found in monafteries ; for that the mer-
.chant would have thought his foul would go ftraight
way to the devil, -if he fhould {erve monks with
sother than the beft.

In Scotland, fumptuous entertainments were
rcommon at-marriages, baptifms, and burials. In
-the reign of “Charles II. a ftatute was thought ne-
~ceflary to confine them within moderate bounds.

Of ‘old, there was much eating with little va-
riety. At prefent, there isgreat variety, with more
1moderation. From a houfehold-book of the Earl
of Northumberland, in the reign of Henry VIII,
it appears that his family, during winter, fed moftly
on falt meat, and falt fith ; and with that view
there was an appointment of 160 gallons of muf-
tard.. On flefh days, through the year, breakfaft
for my Lord and Lady was a loaf of bread, two
manchets, a quart of beer, a quart of wine, half a
chine of mutton, or a chine of beef boiled :—QOn
‘meagre days, a loaf of bread, two manchets, a
-quart of beer, a quart of wine, a dith of butter, a
_-piece of falt fifh, or a dith of buttered eggs. Duz-

ang lent, a loaf of bread, two .manchets, a quart of

-beer,



{19

\

beer, a quart of wine, two pieces of falt fith, fix
baconed herrings, four white herrings, or a difh of
fproits. There was as little variety in the other
meals, except on fefival days. 3

The above way of living, was at that time high
luxury. A lady’s waiting woman, at prefent,
would never have, done with glumblmOr at fuch a
table. -

We learn from the fame book that the Earl had
but two cooks for drefling vituals to more than
200 domeftics. In thofe days, hen, chicken, capon,
pigeon, . plover, partridge, were reckoned fuch deli-
cacies, as to be-prohibited, -except at my Lord’s
table. ;

CHAP.” XLVIL,

ON REFINEMENTS IN COOKERY.

S luxury advanced, delicacies became more
familiar, Hollinthed obferves, A. D. 1570,
< that the nobility, rejeGting their own copkery,
emplo ved as cooks mufical-headed Frenchmen, and
ftrangers.”” = He fays, that even merchants, when
they gave a feaft, rejected butcher’s meat as un-
worthy of their tables ; having jeilies of allcolours,
and in all figures, reprefenting flowers, trees, beafts,
fith, fowl, and fruit.”’

dii ' I Tenry
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Henry Wardlaw, Archbifhop of St. Andrews,

oblerving the refinements in cookery, introduced
by James I. of Scotland, who had been eighteen
years a prifoner in England, exclaimed againit the
abufe, in a parliament held at Perth 1433. He
obtained a law, reftraining fuperfluous diet, and
prohibiting the ufe of baked meat to any under the
degree of gentlemen ; and permitting it to gentle-
men on feftival days only ; which baked meat, fays
the bithop, was never before feen in Scotland.

“T'he peafants in Sicily regale themfelves with ice
during fummer.  They fay, that fcarcity of fnow
would be more grievous to them than fcarcity of corn
or of wine.  Such progrefs has luxury made, even
among the populace. A

People of fafhion in London and Paris, who em-
ploy their whole thoughts on luxuriousliving, would
be furprifed to be told, that they are ftill deficient
1n that art.* In order to advance the luxury of the
table to the aime of perfetion, there ought to be g
cook for every dith, as in ancient Egypt there was
a phyfician for every difeafe.

Barbarous nations, ‘being great eaters, are fond
of large joints ef meat ; and love of fhow retains
great joints in fafhion, even after meals become
more moderate. \

A wild boar was roafted whole, for a fupper-diﬂl
_ to Anthony and Cleopatra ; and fluffed with poultry
and



{ 168:4)

and wild-fowl, it was a favourite difh at Rome;
termed the T79jan boar, in allufion to the Trojan
horfe. The hofpitality of the Anglo-Saxons was
fometimes exerted in roafting an ox whole.

~Great joints are left off gradually, as people be-
come more and more delicate in eating. In France,
great joints are lefs in ufe than formerly ; and in
England, the enormous furloin, formerly the pride
of the nation, is now in polite families banifhed te
the {ide-board.

In China, where manners are carried to 2 high
degree of refinement, difthes are compofed entirely
of minced meat. g

Gt AR, B XEIXE

‘ON HOUSES AND FURNITURK,

I N early times, people were no lefs plain in their
houfes, than in their food. Toward the end
of the fixteenth century, the people of England
were beginning to build with brick and ftone.
Formerly houfes were made of timber pofts, wattled
together, and plaiftered with clay to keep out the
cold. ‘The roof was ftraw, fedge, or reed. It
was an obfervation of a Spaniard in Queen Mary’s
days, ** Thefe Englifh have their houfes of fticks

and dirt, but they fare as well as the king.”
From



£(=¥60.- )

¥rom Lord Northumberland’s houfehold-book,
it would feem, that grates were unknown -at that
time, and that they burnt their coal upon the hearth.
‘A certain fum is allotted for purchafing wood ; be-
caufe fays the book, ceals will not burn without
_ At " There is' #lfo a certain fum allotted for pur-
chafing charcoal, that the fioke of the fea-coal
- might not hurt the arras,

I the fourteenth century, the houfes of private
perfons in Paris, as well as in London, were of
wood.  Morrifon, who wrote in the beginning
of the laft century, fays, that, in London, the houfes
of the citizens were very narrow in the ftreet-front,
five or f{ix ftories high, commonly of wood ‘and

clay with plaifter. The ftreets of Paris not being
paved, were covered with mud ; and yet for a wo-
man to travel thefe ftreets in a cart, was held an
saticle of luxury and zs fuch prohibited by Philip
the Fair. Parisis enlarged two thirds fince the
death of Henty IV. though at that time it was,
perhaps, no lefs populous than at prefent,

People were equally plain in their houfehold«
furniture. 'While money was fcarce, f:rvants got
land inftead of wages.  An old tenure in England,
binds the vaffal to find ftraw for the King’s bed,
and hay for his horfe.

From Lord Northumbeiland’s houfehold-book,
mentioned above, it appears, that the linen allow-
«d for a whole year amounted to no more than fe. .

I venty
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venty ells; of which-there were to be eight table-
cloths for his Lordfhip’s table, and two towels
for wathing his face and hands.

Hollinfhed mentions his converfing with old
men, who remarked many alterations in England
within their remembrance ;—that their fathers,
and themfelves formerly, had nothing to fleep on
but a ftraw pallet, with a log of wood for a pil-
low ;—a pillow, faid they, being thought neceflary
only for a woman in child-bed ;—and that if a
man, in feven years after marriage, could purchafe
2 flock-bed, and a fack of chaffto reft his head
upon, he thought him{elf as well lodged as the
lord of the town, who, perhaps, lay feldlom ona
bed entirely of feathers. Another thing they re-
marked, was change of houfehold-veffels from tim-
ber plates into pewter and from wooden fpoons
mto tin or filver.

" E€EHAP,
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CHAR. L

ON THE DIFFERENT IDEAS OF LUXURY,

MEN in different ages differ widely in their

notions of luxury. Every new objet of
fenfual gratification, and every indulgence beyond
what is ufual, are commonly termed Juxury ; and
ceale to be luxury when they turn habitual. Thus,
every hiltorian, ancient and modern, while he in-
veighs againft the luxury of his own times, won-
ders at former hiftorians, for charaterifiag as
luxury, what he confiders as conveniencies only,
or ratienal improvements.

Galvanus Fiamma, who in the fourteenth cen-
tury wrote a hiftory of Milan, his native country,
complains, that in his time plain living had given
way 10 luxury and extravagance. He regrets the
times of Frederic Barbaroffa, and Frederic II.
when the inhabitants of Milan, a great capital,
had but three fleth-meals in a week, when wine
was ararity, when the better fort made ufe of dried
wood for candles, and when their thirts were of
ferge, linen being confined to perfons of the higheft
rank. < Matters.” fays he,  are wonderfully
changed. Linnen is'a common wear. The wo-
men drefs in filk, ornamented frequently with gold
and filver ; and they wear gold pendants in their
cars.” A hiftorian of the prefent times would

I2.; laugh
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Taugh at Fiamma, for ftating as articles of luxury,
what are no more than decent for a tradefman and

his wife.
]ohn Muffo, a native of Lombardy, who alfo
wrote in the fourteenth century, declaims againft
the luxury of his contemporaries, particularly againft
that of the citizens of Placentia, his countrymen.
«« Luxury of the table,”” fays he, ¢ of drefs, of
houfes, and houfchold furniture, in Placentia, be-
oan to creep in after the year 1300. Houfes have
at prefent halls, rooms with chlmneys, portlcos,
wells, gardens, and many other conveniencies un-
known to our anceftors. A houfe that has now
many chimneys, had none in the laft age. The fire
was placed in the middle of the houfe, without any
vent for the fmoke but the tiles. All the family
{at round it, and the victuals were drefled there.
The expence of the houfehold furniture is ten
times greater than it was f{ixty years ago. The
tafte for fuch expence comes to us from France,
from Flanders, and from Spain. Eating-tables,
formerly but twelve inehes long, are now grown to
eighteen. They  have table-cloths, with cups,
fpoons, and forks of filver, and 1arge knives.
Beds have filk coverings and curtains. They have
got candles of tallow or wax, in candlefticks of
iron or copper.  Almoft every where there are two
fires, one for the chamber, and one for the kitchen.
Confeltions

5
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ConfeQtions have come greatly in ufe, and fen-
fuality regards no expence.”

About eighty years ago, French wine, in Edin-
burgh taverns, was prefented to the guefts in a
{mall tin veflel, meafuring about an Englifh pint.
A fingle drinking-glafs ferved a company the whole
evening ; and the firlt perfons, who infifted for a
clean glafs with every new pint, were accufed of
luxury. A company of highlanders benighted,
wrapped themfelves up in their plaids, and lay
‘down in the fnow to fleep. A young gentleman,
making up a ball of fnow, ufed it for a pillow.
His father, ftriking away the ball with his foot,
“ What, Sir,” fays he, ““are youturning effeminate.”

In the mountainous ifland of Rum, one of the
Weftern iflands of 8:zotland, the corn produced
ferves the inhabitants buta few months in the win-
ter.  'The reft of the year they live on flefh, ffh,
and milk ; and yet are healthy and long-lived. In
the year 1768, a man died there aged 103, who
was 5o years old before he ever tafted bread. This
okl man frequently harangued upon the plain fare
of former times ; finding fault with his neighbours
for indulging in bread, and upbraiding them for
toiling like flaves, to produce fuch an unneceffary
article of luxury.

Thus, every one exclaims againft the luxury of
the prefent. times, judging more favourably of the

13 paft;,
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paft ; as if what is luxury at prefent, would ceafe
to be luxury when it becomes cuftomary. ~ What
is the foundation of a fentiment {o univerfal ? - In
judging of things that admit of degrees, comparifon
is the ordinary ftandard. Every refinement in cor-
poreal pleafure, therefore, beyond what is cuftom-
ary, is held to be a blameable excefs, below the
dignity of human nature. For that reafon, every
improvement in living is pronounced to be luxury
while- recent, and drops that charalter when it
comes into common ufe. Forthe fame reafon,
what is moderation in the capital, is efteemed
luxury in a country-town, Doth luxury then de-
pend entirely on comparifion ! Is there no other
foundation for diftinguithing moderation from ex-
cefs ? This will hardly be maintained.

This fubject is rendered obfcure by giving dif-
ferent meanings to the term Juxury. A French
writer holds every fort of food to be luxury, but
raw flefh and acorns, which were the original food
of favages ; and every fort of covering to be luxury
but fkins, which were their original cloathing,
According to that definition, the plough, the [pade,
the loom, are all inftruments of luxury ; in which
view, he juftly extols luxury to the fkies. We are
born naked, becanfe we can clethe ourfelves; and
artificial cloathing is to man as much in the order
of nature, as hair or feathers are to other animals.
But whatever accords to the common nature of man,

14
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is right ; and for that reafon cannot in a proper
fenfe be termed Juxury.

Shoes are a refinement from walking barefoot ;
and Voltaire, taking this refinement to be luxury,
laughs at thofe who declaim againft luxury.

The true definition of luxury is ¢ & faulty excefs
in the gratification of the external fenfes.”” It does
not, however, belong to every one of thefe. The
fine arts have no relation to luxury. A man is
not even faid to be luxurious, merely for indulging
in drefs, or in fine furniture. Hollinthed inveighs
againft drinking glafles as an article of luxury. At
that rate, a houfe adorned with fine piltures or
ftatues, would be an imputation on the proprietor.

In proper language, the term luxury is not ap-
plicable to any pleafure of the eye or ear ; but is
confined to thofe plealures which are merely cor-
poreal. What excefs in fuch pleafures may jultly
be denominated faulty, it isnot difficult to deter=
mine.

Though our prefent life be a fate of trial, yet
our Maker has kindly indulged us in every pleafure,
that is not hurtful to the mind nor to the body;
and therefore no excefs, but what is hurtful, falls
under the cenfure of being tuxurious. It is faulty,
as a tran{greflion of felf-duty ; and, as fuch, is con- ~
demned by the moral fenfe. The molt violent
declaimer againft luxury will not affirm, that brea

: I4 is
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is luxury, or a fnow-ball ufed fora pillow.- Thefe

are 1nnocent, becaufe’they do no harm. As little
will it be affirmed, that dwelling-houfes, more

capacious than thofe originally built, ought to be
condemned as luxury ; fince they contribute to

chearfulnefs as well as to health. The plague,

fome centuries ago, made frequent vifits to Lon-

don, promoted by air ftagnating in narrow ftreets

and {mall houfes. From the great fire in 1666, .
when the houfes and ftreets wére enlarged, the
plague has not once been in London.

U A Poian

ON LUXURY IN EATING AND DRINKING, PAR-
TICULARLY OF THE ENGLISH.-

OO great indulgence in corporeal pleafure

feldom prompts violent exercife ; but there
are numberlefs inftances, of its relaxing even that
moderate degree of exercife, which is healthful both
to mind and body.  This, in particular, is the cafe
of too great indulgence in eating or drinking.
Such indulgence, creating a habitual appetite for
more than nature requires, loads the ftomach, de-
prefles the fpirits, and brings on a habit of liftlefs-
nefs and ina&ivity, which renders men cowardly
and effeminate. People whoareattached to riches,

or ta fenfual pleafure, cannot think, without hor-
TOr,
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ror, of abandoning them. A virtuous man con--
fiders himfelf as placed here, in order to obey the
will of his Maker. He performs his duty,. and
1s ready to quit his poft upon the firft fummons.
And what does the epicure gain by his excefs ?
In a grand palace, the mafter occupies not a greater
fpace that his meaneft domeftic ; and brings to his
moft fumptuous feaft lefs appetite than any of his

guelts. Satiety makes him lofe the relith-even
of rarities, which afford to others a. poignant

pleafure..

What enjoyment, then, have the opulent above.
others? Let them beftow their riches in making
others happy. Benevolence will double their own
happinefs ; firft, in the direct a&t of doing good ;

and next, in refleCting upon the good they ha\e:

~done, the moft delicate of all feafts.

Had the Englifh continued Pagans, they would

Have invented a new deity to prefide over cookery..
A luxurious table, covered with every dainty,
feems to: be their favourite idol. A minifter of
ftate never withftands .a feaft. Luxury in eating
1s not unknown in their univerfities ; the only
branch. of education that fcldom proves abortive.

It has not efcaped obfervation, that between

1740 and 1770, no fewer than fix Mayors of Lon-
don died in office, a greater number than in. the
preceding 500 years.  Such havock doth luxury in
eating make among the fons of Albion.

ks Suicide.
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Suicide is not influenced by foggy air; for it is
not more frequent in the fens of Linceln or Effex,
than in other parts of England. A habit of daily
excefs in eating and drinking, with intervals of
of downy eale, relax every mental fpring. The
man flags in his fpirits, and becomes languid and
low. Nothing moves him. Every conneétion
with the world is dlﬂ"olvpd A tedium vite en-
fues ; and then—

Providence has providéd the gout, as a beacon on
the rock of luxury, in order to warn us againft
it. Butin vain. During diftrefs, vows of tem- .
perance are- made.  During the intervals thefe
vows are forgot. Luxury has gained too much
ground in this 1ﬂand ta- be reftrained by admon
nition.

€ ThOA Pr - EIE

ON THE LUXURY OF SOME LONDON-LADIES,

HE indulging in down-beds, foft pillows,
and eafy feats, is a fpecies of luxury; be-
caufe it tends to enervate the body, and to render
it unfit for fatigue. Some London Ladies employ
an operator for: paring their nails. Two' young
women of high quality, who were fifters, employed

afervant with foft hands to raife them gently out
| of
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of bed in amorning. Nothing lefs than all power-
ful vanity can rhake fuch perfons fubmit to the
fatigues of a toilet. How can they ever think of
fubmitting to the horrid pangs of child-bearing!

In the hot-climates of Afia, people of rank are
rubbed, and chaffed twice a-day ; which, befides
being pleafant, is neceffary for health, by moving
the blood in a hot country, where floth and indo-
lence prevail. The Greeks and Romans were
curried, bathed, and oiled, daily, though they - had
not the fame excufe for that praice. It was
luxury in them, though not in the Afiatics.

Nations, where luxury is unknown, are troubled
with few difeafes, and have few phyficiansby profef-
fion. Inthe early ages of Rome women and
{laves were the only phyficians, becaufe vegetables
were the chief food of the people. 'When luxury
prevailed among the Romans, their difeafes mul-
tiplied, and phyfic became a liberal profeffion.

16 CH'AP.
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Cakl AGPS ALITE.

ON COACHES.

\/ ITH refpet to exercife, the various ma-
chines that have been invented for execu-
ting every fort of work, render. bodily ftrength of
kfs importance than formerly. This change is
favourable to mental operations, without hurting
bodily health. The travelling on horfeback, though
alefs vigorous exertion of ftrength than walking,
1s not luxury, becaufe it is a healthful exercife.
This cannot be faid of wheel-carriages. A fpring-
coach, rolling alonga {mooth road, gives no ex-
ercile ; or fo little, as to be preventive of no di-
feale. It tends to enervate the body, as well as
the mind. The increafe of wheel-carriages, with-
in a century, is a remarkable proof of the growth
- of luxurious indolence. During the reign of
James I. the Englifh judges rode to Weftminfter
on horfeback, and probably did fo for many years
after his death. Charles I. iffued a proclamation,
prohibiting hackney-coaches to be ufed in London,
except by thofe who travel at leait three miles out
of town. At the Reftoration, Charles II. made
his public entry into London on horfeback, be-
tween his two brothers, the Dukes of York and
Gloucelter. i

We
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We are told by Rufhworth, that in London, not
above a hundred years ago, there were but twenty
hackney-coaches ; which did not ply on the ftreets,’
but were kept at home till called for. He adds,
that the King and council publithed a proclama-
tion againft them, becaufe they raifed the price
of provender upon the King, nobility, and gentry.
At prefent 1000 hackney-coaches ply in the ftreets
of London.

The firft coach with glafles in France was brouglit
from Bruflels to Paris, in the year 1660, by the prince.
of Condé. Sedan-chairs were not known in Eng-
land before the year 1634. Cookery and coaches
have reduced the military fpirit of the Englifh no-
bility and gentry to a languid ftate. 'The former,
by overloading the body, has infected them with.
difpiriting aillments. 'The, latter, by foltering eafe:
and indolence have banifhed labour, the only anti=
dote to fuch ailments.

CHAP
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Cullt A P.x LEV.

ON THE PERNICIOUS EFFECTS-OF LUXURY.

HE enervating effeéts of luxury upon the
body, are, above all, remarkable in war.
"T'he officers of Alcxander’s army were foon tainted
with Afiatic manners. Molft of them, after bath-
ing; had fervants for rubbing them, and, inftead
of plain oil, uifed precious ointments.  Leonatus,
in particular, commiflioned from Egypt the pow-
der he ufed when he wreftled, which loaded feveral
camels. ~ Alexander reproved them mildly: I
wonder that men, who have undergone fuch
fatigues in war, are not taught by experience, that
labour produces {weeter and founder fleep than
indolence. To be voluptuous, is an abjet and
flavith flate. How can a man take care of his
horfe, or keep his armour bright, who difdains to
employ his own hands upon what is deareft to him,
his own body ?

With refpeét to the mind in particular, manifold
are the pernicious effets of luxury. Corporeal
pleafures areall felfith ; and, when much indulged,
tend to make felfifhne(s the leading principle.
Voluptuoufnefs, accor‘dingly, relaxing every fym-
pathetic affe&tion, brings on a beaflly felfithnefs
which leaves nothing of man but the external

4 figure.
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figure. Befides, luxury renders the mind (o effemi-
nate, as to be fubdued by every diftrefs. The
ﬂfghteﬁ pain, whether of mind or body, is a real
evil ; and any higher degreec becomes a torture.
The French are far gone in that difeafe. Pictures
of deep diftrefs, which attract Englith fpe&ators,
are to the French mfupportable.  Their averfion
to pain overcomes the attractive power of fympathy,
and debars from the ftage every diftrefs, that makes
a deep impreflion. The Britons are gradually
finking into the fame weaknefs.  Venice Prajer’u’([
colleéts not fuch numbers as it did originally ; and
would fcarce be endured, were not our {ympathy
blunted by familiarity. A new play, in a fimilar
tone, would not take.

The gradual decay of manhood in Britain, ap-
pears from their funeral rites.  Formerly the de-
ceafed were attended to the grave by relations and
friends of both fexes ; and the day of their death
was preferved in remembrance with folemn lamen-
tation, as the day of their birth was with exhilara-
ting cops.  In England, a man was firt relieved
from attending his deceafed wife to the grave; and
afterwards from attending -his deceafed children
and now fuch effeminacy of mind prevails there,
that, upon the laft groan, the deceafed, abandoned
by every relation, is delivered to an undertaker by
profeffion, who is left at leifure to mimic the funeral
rites,  In Scotland, fuch refinement has not yet

taken
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taken place. A man is indeed excufed from:at--
tending his- wife to: the grave; but he performs-
that duty in perfon to every other relation, his chil-
dren not excepted..

Luxury is a great enemy to-population. Iten-
hances the expence of living, and confines many to
the batchelor-ftate.  Luxury of .the table, in par-
ticular, is remarkable for that effeét. ¢ The fole
glory of the rich man,” fays Buffon, ¢ is to con-
fume and deftroy; and his grandeur confifts in:
lavithing in one day, upon the expence of his table,.
what would procure fubfiftence for many families..
He abufes equally animals and his fellow creatures ;
a great part of whom, a.prey to famine, and lan-
guithing in mifery, labour and toil to fatisfy his
immoderate defires, and infatiable vanity ; who,.
deftroying athers by want, deftroys himfelf by ex~
gefs.”’

CHAP
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LUXURY VIEWED IN A POLITICAL LIGHT.

O confider luxury in a political view, no re-
finement of drefs, of the table, of equipage,
of habitation, is luxury in thofe, who can afford
the expence ; and the public gains by the encourage-
ment that is given to arts, manufactures, and com-
merce. But a mode of living, above a man’s an-
nual income, weakens the ftate, by reducing to
poverty, not only the fquanderers themfelves, but
many innocent and induftrious peifons connected
with them.

Luxury is, above all, pernicious in a commer-
cial {tate. A perfon of moderation is fatisfied with
fmall profits. But theluxurious defpifeevery branch
of trade, that does not return great profits.  Other
branches are engroffed by foreigners, who are more
frugal. 'The merchants of Amfterdam, and even
of London, within a century, lived with more
ceconomy, than their clerks do at prefent. Their
country-houfes and gardens make not the greateft
articles of their expence, At firft, a merchant re-
tires to his country-houfe on Sundays only and holi-
days ; but beginning to relifh indolent retirement,
bufinefs grows irkfome, he trufts all to his clerks,
lofes the thread of his affairs, and fees no longer
with his own eyes,

In
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In all times, luxury has been the ruin of every
ftate where it prevailed. = Nations originally are
poor and virtuous.  They advance to induftry,
commmeice, and perhaps conqueft and empire.  But
this ftate is never permanent.  Great opulence
opens a wide door to indolence, fenfuality, corrup-
tion, proftitution, perdition. »

In ancient Egypt, exccution againft the perfon
of a debtor was prohibited. Such a law could not

“obtain but among a temperate people, where bank-
ruptcy happens by misfortune, and feldom by luxury
or extravagance. 0

In Switzerland, not only a bankrupt, but even

his fons are excluded from public office, till all the
- family debts be paid.

AR

CS AP IV

ON THE AVERSION OF NEIGHBOURING TRIBES
TO EACH OTHER,

HE inhabitants of Greenland, good-natured

and inoffenfive, have not even words for ex-
prefling anger or envy.  Stealing from one another
1s abhorred 5 and a young woman, guilty of that
crime, has no chance for a hufband. At the fame
time they are faithlefs and cruel to thofe who come
among them.  They confider the reft of mankind
2s a diffcrent race, with whom they reje@ all fociety.

The
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"T'he morality of theinhabitants of New Zealand
is not more refined.

Plan Carpin, who vifited Tartary in the year
' 1246, obferves of the Tartars, that, though full of
veracity to their neighbours, they did not think
themfelves bound to fpeak truth to {trangers.

The Greeks anciently were held to be pirates:
but not properly ; for they committed depredations
upon {trangers only.

Cefar, {peaking of the Germans, fays, * Thcy
hold it not infamous to rob, without the bounds of
their canton.”

‘This was precifely the cafe of our highlanders,
till they were brought under due fubjection after
the rebellion in 17435, -

Bougainville obferves, that the inhabitants of
Otaheite did not hefitate to fteal from his people,
though they never fteal from one another, having
neither locks nor bars in their houfes.

The people of Benin, in Negroland, are good-
natured, gentle, and civilized ; and fo generous,
that if they receive. a prefent, they are not at eafe,
till they return it double. ~ They have unbounded
confidence in their own people ; but are jealous of
ftrangers, though they politely hide their jealoufy.

The different tribes of Negroes, fpeaking each

a different language, have a rooted averfion te each
other. T his averfion is carried along with them to
Jamaica



{ 188 ¥

Jamaica; and they will rather fuffer death from
the Englifh, than join with thofe of a different tribe
1 a plot for liberty.

Ruffian peafants think it a greater fin to eat meat
in lent, than to murder one of a different country.

Among the Koriacs, bordering on Kamatfkatka,
- murder within the tribe is feverely punifhed ; but
to murder a ftranger is not minded.

While Rome continued a fmall flate, nenhbour
and enemy were expreffed by the fame word.

In England of old, a foreigner was not admitted
to be a witnefs.

In ancient- hiftory, we read of wars without in-
termiffion among fmall ftates in clofe neighbour-
hood. It was fo in Greece. It was fo in Italy,
during the Infancy of the Roman republic. It was
fo in Gaul, when Cafar commenced hoftilities
againft that country ; and it was fo over the whole
world,

Many iflands in the South Sea, and in other re-
mote parts, have been difcovered by Europcans :
who commonly found the natives with arms in their
hands, refolute to prevent the ftrangers from land-
ing.  Orellana, lieutenant to Gonzales Pifarro,
was the firlt Kuropean who failed down the river
Amazon to the fea, In his paffage, he was con-
tinually affaulted by the natives with arrows from
the banks of the river ; and fome even ventured to.
attack him in their cances.

Nog
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Nor does fuch averfion wear away, even among
polithed people. An ingenious writer* remarks,
that almoft every nation hate their neighbours, with-
out knowing why. 1 once heard a Frenchman
{wear, fays that writer, that he hated the Englith,
“ parce qu’ils verfent du beurre fondu fur leur veau
roti ;" —becaufe they pour melted butter upon their
roaft veal.

‘The populace of Portugal have, to this day, an
uncommon averfion to ftrangers. Even thofe of
Lifbon, though a trading town frequented by many
different nations, muft not be excepted.

Travellers report, that the people of the duchy
of Milan, remarkable for good nature, are the only
Italians who are not hated by their neighbours.

The Piedmontefe and Genoefe have an averfion
to each other, and agree only in their antipathy to
the Tufcans. The Thufcans diflike the Venetians ;
and the Romans are not over-fond of the Tulcans,

- Venetians, or Neapolitans.

Very different is the cafe, with refpe& to diftant
nations. Inftead of being obje&s of averfion, their
manners, cuftoms, and fingularities, greatly amufe
us. _

Infants differ from each other in averfion to ftran-
gers. Some are extremely thy, others lefs fo; and
the like difference is obfervable in whole tribes.

# Baretti,

‘The
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The inhabitants of fome_ South Sea iflands appear
fo have little or no averfion to ftrangers. But that
is a rare inftance, and has {carce a parallel in any
other part of the globe.

Nations, the moft remarkable for patriotifm, are
equally remarkable for averfion to {trangers. The
Jews, the Greeks, the Romans, were equally re-
markable for both.

Patriotifm, a vigorous principle among the En-
glith, makes them extremely. averfe to naturalize
foreigners.

The inhabitants of New Zealand, both men and
women, appear to be of a mild and gentle difpo-
fition. They treat one another with affection;
- but gre implacable to their enemies, and never give
gquarter. : ‘

The love of their country, their property, and
their friends, and the apprehenf{ions tribes are under
of being attacked by their neighbours, are, perhaps,
the caufe of their averfion ; which, in individutls,
frequent intercourfe with mankind gradually con-
QUErS. :

CHAP.
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SRLE IR o o M s

ON MENTAL ATTRACTIOGN AND REPULSION,

W.E are taught by the great Newton, that at-
traction and repulfion in matter, are, by
alteration in circumftances, converted one into the
other. This holds alfo in affeGion and averfion,
which may be termed, not improperly, mental at-
¢raétion and repulfion.

T'wo nations, originally ftrangers to each other,
may, by commerce, or other favourable circum-
ftances, become fo well acquainted, as to change
from averfion to affe&ion. The oppofite manness
of a capital and a country-town, afford a good illuf-
tration. In the latter, people, occupied with their
domeftic concerns, are in a manner ftrangers to
each other. A degree of averfion prevails, which
gives birth to envy and detraion. In the former,
a court, and public amufements, promote general
acquaintance. = Repulfion yields to attra@®ion, and
people become fond to affociate with their equals.

‘"The union of two tribes into one, is another
circumftance that converts repulfion into attra&ion.
Such converfion, however, is far from being inftan-
taneous ; witnefs the different fmall ftates of Spain,
which were not united in affeCtion for many years
after they were united under one monarch; and

this
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this was alfo the cafe of the two kingdoms of
England and Scotland.

In fome circumfitances the converfion is inftan-
taneous ; as where a ftranger becomes an obje&t
of pity, or of gratitude. Many low perfons in
Britain contributed cheerfully for maintaining fome
* French feamen, made prifoners at the commence-
ment of a late war. It is no lefs inftantaneous,
when f{trangers, relying onr our humanity, truft
themfelves in our hands.

Among theancients, it was hofpitality to ftrangers
only, that produced mutual affetion and gratitude.
Glaucus and Diomede were of different countries.

Hofpitality to ftrangersis a fypmtom of improving
manners. Czfar, {peaking of the Germans,” fays,
“ They hold it facrilege to injure a ftranger. They
protect from outrage, and venerate thofe who come
among them. Their houfes are open to them, and
they are welcome to their tables.””

The ancient Spaniards were fond of war, and
cruel to their enemies; but in peace, they paffed
their time in finging and dancing, and were re-
markably hofpitable to the ftrangers who came
among them.

It thews great refinement in the Celtz, that the
killing a ftranger was capital, when the killing a
citizen was only banithment.

The
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‘The.Swedes and Goths were very hofpitable 'te
ftrangers ; .as indeed were all the northern nations
ef Europe.

The native Brazilians are fingularly hofpitable,
A ftranger no fooner arrives among them, -than he
1s furrounded by women, who wath his feet, and
give him to eat the beft things 'they have.  If he
vifit the fame village more than once, the perfon,
whofe gueft he was, takes it much amifs, if he
taink of changing his lodging.

C H AP, 1LV,
ON OUR TASTE FOR VARIETY.

AN uniform life of peace, tranquillity, and fe-

- 4 curity, would not ‘be long relifhed. Conftant
repetition of the fame pleafires would render even g
golden age taftelefs, like an Italian fky during a
tong fummer. Nature has, for wife'purpofes im-
prefled upon us a tafte for variety.  Without this,
life would be altogether infipid.

Paraguay, when governed by the Jefuits, affords
a ftriking illuftration. It was divided into parithes,
in each of which a Jefuit prefided as king, prieft,
and prophet. The natives were not fuffered to have
any property, but laboured inceflantly for their daily
bread, which was delivered to them out of a public

% K magazine,
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magazine. The men were employed in agricul-
ture, the women in fpinning ; and certain hours
were allotted for labour, for food, for prayer, and
for fleep.  They foon funk into fuch a liftlefs ftate
of mind, as to have no regret at dying, when at-
tacked by difeafe, or by old age. Such was their
indifference about what might befal them, that,
though they adored the Jefuits, yet they made no
oppofition, when the Fathers were, in the year
1767, attacked by the Spaniards, and their famous
republic demolithed. Yet- this Jefuit republic is
extolled by M. de Voltaire, as the moft perfect
government in the world, and as the triumph of
humanity.

The monkith life is contradi¢tory to the nature
of man. The languor of that ftate is what, in all
probability, tempts many a monk and nun, to find
occupation even at the expence of virtue.

"The life of the Maltefe Knights is far from be-
ing agreeable, now that their khight-errantry againft
the Turks has fubfided. While they refide in the
ifland, a ftri& uniformity in their manner of living
is painfully irkfome. Abfence is their only relief,
when they can obtain permiflion. There will not
remain long a knight in the ifland, except {uch, as
by office are obliged to attendance.

Familiarity with danger is neceffary to eradicate
our natural timidity ; and fo deeply rooted is that
principle, that familiarity with danger of one fort

does
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does not harden us, with refpe to any other fort.
A foldier, bold as a lion in the ficld, is faint-hearted
at fea, like a child; and a feaman, who braves the
winds and waves, trembles when mounted on a
horfe of fpirit. Even in the midft of dangers and
unforefeen accidents, courage does not, at prefent,
fuperabound: =~ Sedentary manufaGurers, who are
eldom in the way of harm, are remarkably pufil-
lanimous. 'What would men be, then, in a ftate
of univerfal peace, concord, and fecurity ? They
would rival a hare or a moufe intimidity. Farewell,
upon that fuppofition, to courage, magnanimity,
heroifm, and to every paflion that ennobles hu-
man nature !

€ L AR KX,

ON INTELLECTUAL EXERCISE.

A7 XERCISE is no lefs effential to the mind
than to the body. The reafoning faculty,

for example, without conftant and varied exercife,
will remain weak and undiftinguifhing to the end
of life. By what means does a man acquire pru-
dence and forefight, but by experience ? In this
refpect, the mind refémbles the body. Deprive a
child of motion, and it will never acquire any
{trength of limbs. The many difficulties that men
Kz encounter,
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encounter, and their various objelts of purfuit,
roufe ' the underftanding and fet the reafoning
faculty at work for :means to accomplith defire.
The mind, by centinual exercife, ripens to its per-
fection ; and by the fame means, is preferved in
wvigour. It would have no fuch exercife in a ftate
of uniform peace and tranquillity. Several of our
mental faculties would be dormant ; and we fhould
even remain ignorant that we have fuch faculties.

The people of Paraguay are defcribed as mere
children in underftanding. What wonder, con-
fidering their condition under Jefuit government,
without ambition, without property, without fear
of want, and without defires ? '

The wants of thofe who inhabit the torrid zone
are eafily fupplied. They need no clothing, fcarce
:any habitation ; -and fruits, which ripen there to
perfection, give them food withoutgJabour. Need
we any other caufe for their inferiority of under-
ftanding, compared with the inhabitants of other
climates, where the mind, as well as body, are
conftantly at work for procuring neceffaries?

The bleflings of eafe and ina&ion are moft poeti-
cally difplayed in the following defcription. « O
happy Laplander,” fays Linnaus, ““ who, on the
utmolt verge of the habitable earth, thus liveft ob-
fcure, in reft, content, and innocence. Thou fear-

eft not the fcanty crop, nor ravages of war; and
. thofe
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thofe calamaties, which wafte whole provinces and
towns, can never reach thy peaceful thores. Wrapt
in thy covering of fur, thou canft fecurely fleep,—
a ftranger to each tumultuous care,—unenvying,
and uvnenvied. Thou feareft no danger but from
- the thunder of heaven. Thy harmlefs days flide
on 1n innocence, beyond the period of a century.
Thy health is firm, and thy declining age is tran-
quil. Millions of difeafes, which ravage the reft of
the world, have never reached thy happy climate.
Thou liveft as the birds of the wood. Thou careft
not to fow nor reap, for bounteous Providence has
fupplied thee in all thy wants.”—So eloquent a
panegyrift upon the Lapland life would make a
~ capital figure upon an oyfter. No creature is freer
from want, no creature freer from war, and pro-
bably no creature is freer from fear ; which; alas!
is not the cafe of the Laplander,
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oA P LY,

ON GOVERNMENT,

T is fo ordered by Providence, that there are

always, in every fociety, men who are quali-
fied to lead, as well as men who are difpofed to
follow. Where a number of people convene for
any purpofe, fome will naturally affume authority,
without the formality of eleétion, and the reft will
as naturally {fubmit. A regular government, found-
ed on laws, was probably not thought of, till peo-
ple had frequently fuffered by vicious governors.

During the infancy of national focieties, govern-
ment is extremely fimple, as well as mild. No in-
dividual is, by nature, entitled to exercife magifterial
authority over his fellows ; for no individual is born
with any mark of pre-eminence to veuch that he
has fuch a privilege. But nature teaches refpe&
for men of age and experience; who, accordingly,
take the lead in deliberating and advifing, while
the execution is left to the young and vigorous.

Such as are acquainted with no manners, but
what are modern, will be puzzled to account for
the great veneration paid to old age in early times.
Before writing was invented, old men were the re-
pofitories of knowledge, which they acquired by
experience ; and young men had no accefs to know-

ledge
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ledge but from them. At the fiege of Troy,
Neftor, who had feen three generations, was the
chief advifer and direGor of the Greeks. But, as
books are now the moft patent road to knowledge,
to which both old and young have accefs, it may
juftly be faid, that by the invention of writing and
printing, old men have loft much of their priftine
importance.

War cannot be carried on without a com-
mander. His authority, however, was originally
limited to a&ual war; and he returned home a
private perfon, even when crowned with victory.

The wants of men were originally fo few, and
fo eafily fatisfied, -as {eldom to occafion a contro=
verfy among members of the fame tribe. And men,
finding vent for their diffocial paffions againft other
tribes, ‘were glad to live peaceably at Hiotié.

The introdu&ion of money made an amazing
change. Wealth, beftowed by fortune, or procu-
red by rapine, made an impreffion on the vulgar.
Different ranks were recognized. The rich be-
came imperious, ‘and the poor mutinous. Selfith-
nefs prevailing over focial affection, ftirred up every
man againft his neighbour ; and men, overlooking
their natural enemies gave vent to dilfocial paflions
within their own tribe, It became neceffary to
firengthen the hands of the fovereign, in order to
reprefs paflions inflamed by opulence, which tend

K 4 to
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to the diffolution of fociety. This flight view fair~
ly accounts for the gradual progrefs of government:
from the mildeft form to the moft defpotic. )

In every nation, democracy was the original
form of government. ~ Before ranks were diftin-
guithed, every man was entitled to vote-in-matters
of common concern.

When a tribe becomes too numerous for making
one body, or for being convened: in one.place, the
management falls naturally to the elders of the peo-
ple; who, after acquiring authority by cuftom, are
termed the fenate.  From this form of government,
the tranfition is eafy to 2 limited monarchy. Ab-
folute monarchy, contradiCtory to the liberty thas
all men fhould enjoy in every government, can
uever be eftablifhed but by force.

CHAP,
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C HA P LXI,

ON DIFFERENT FORMS OF GOVERNMENT,

URE democracy, like that of Athens, Argos,

-and Carthage, is the worflt form of govern-
ment, except defpotifm. The people, in whom
the fovereign power refides, are infolent-in pro-
fperity, timid in adverfity, cruel in anger, blind
and ' prodigal in affe€tion, and incapable of em-
bracing fteadily a prudent meafure. -

The fate of Socrates is a fad inftance of the
changeable,- as well as violent, difpofition of a
democratical ftate. He' was condemned to death
fer attempting- innovations in the eftablifhed” reli-
gion. The fentence: was highly unjult. He at-
tempted no-innovation ;- but only, among his
friends exprefled purer notions of the Deity, than
were common in Greece: at that: time. But his-
funeral obféquies were fcarce over, when Dbitter
remorfe feized the-people. . His accufers were put
to death without trial. Every perfon was banithed, -
who had contributed to the- fentence prenounced:
againft him, and his ftatue was erected in the moft
public part of the city. -

The great Scipio in his camp near’ Utica, . was
{urrounded with three Carthaginian armies, which
waited only for day light to fall upon him. - He pre-
vented the impending blow, . by furprifing them in

Kgs : the
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the dead of night; which gave him a complete
victory. This misfortune (for it could fcarce be
- called bad condu&) provoked the democracy of
Carthage, to pronounce fentence of death againft
Afdrubal their general.
~A'commonwealth is the beft form of government
for a fmall flate. There is litde room for in.
equality of rank, or of property ; and the people
can a& in a body.

Monarchy is preferable for a large flate, where
the people, widely fpread, cannot be eafily collected
into a body.

In a great commonwealth, ambition is apt to
trample upon juftice, felfithnefs upon patriotifm,
and the public is {acrificed to private views. To
prevent corruption from turning incurable, the
only remedy is a {tri& rotation in office, which
may be aptly compared to a group of jets d’eau,
rifing one above another in beautiful order, and
preferving the fame order in defcending. The
form of the group continues invariable, but the

- forming parts are always changing.

By fuch rotation, every citizen in his turn go-
verns, and Is governed. ‘The higheft office is
limited as to time, and the greateft men in the
ftate muft fubmit to the facred law of obeying, as
well as of commanding.

A man, long accuftomed to power, is not happy
in a private ftation.”. That corrupting habit is pre-

\ g vented,
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vented, by an alternate fucceffion of public and
private life ; which is more agreeable by variety,
and contributes no lefs to virtue than to happi-
nefs. »

This form of government, in ancient Rome,
produced citizens without number, illuftrious for
“virtue and talents. Refle& upon Cincinnatus,
eminent among heroes for difinterefted love to his
country. Had he been a Briton, a feat in parlia-
ment would have gratified his ambition, as
affording the beft opportunity of ferving his country.
In parliament he joins the party that appears moft
zealous for the public. Being deceived in his
 friends, patriots in name only, he goes over to the
" court ; and, after fighting the battles of the miniftry
for years, he is compelled by a {hattered fortune
to accept a polt or a penfion. Fortunate Cincin-
natus! born at a time, and in a country where
virtue was the paflport te power and glory.

Cincinnatus, after ferving with honour and
reputation as chief magiltrate, cheerfully retired
to a private ftation, in obedience to the laws of his
country. Nor was that change a hardfhip on a
man, who was not corrupted by a long habit of
power.

- Political writers define a free ftate to be, where
the people are governed by laws of their own mak- -
ing. 'This definition, however is imperfect ; for
laws made by the people are mot always- juft.

K 6 There
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There were many unjuft laws ena&ed iq Athens;
during the democratical government ; and in- Bri-
tain, inftances are not wanting of laws, not only
unjuft, but oppreflive, '

The true definition of a free fate 1S, where the
laws of nature are ftriilly adhered to, and where
- every municipal regulation is contrived to improve

fociety, and to promote honefty and induftry..

C.H AP, LXI,

ON DESPOTISM,

DESPOTISM is the worft fpecies of govern-

ment ; being contrived to fupport arbitrary
will in the fovereign, without regarding the laws
of nature, or the good of fociety.

The lawlefs cruelty of a King of Perfia is paint-
ed to the life, by a fingle expreflion of a Perfian
- grandee, ¢ That every time he left the King’s
apartment, he was inclined to feel with his hand,
whether his head was on his fhoulders.”’

In the Ruffian empire men approach the throne
with terror. The flighteft political intrigue is a
{ufficient foundation for banithing the greateft no-
bleman to Siberia, and for confifcating his eftate.

Defpotifm is every where the fame. It was
high treafon to fell a ftatue of the Roman emperor ;
3 s and
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and it was doubted, whether it was not high trea~
fon to hit an emperor’s ftatue with*a flone thrown:
at random.

When Elifabeth, Emprefs of Ruffia, was om:
her death-bed, no perfon would dare to enquire-
about her ;. and, even after her death, it.wasnot
at firlt fafe to {peak of it.

"The following incident. is a ftriking example of
the violence of paffion, indulgedin a defpotic go--
vernment,. where men-in power: are under-no con«
troul. ~Thomas Pereyra, a Portuguefe general;.
having affifted the King of Pegu in a dangerous-
war with his neighbour of Siam, was a prime
favourite at court,. having elephants of ftate,.and a
guard of his own countrymen.. One day coming:
from court mounted on an elephant,- and hearing
mufic in a houfe where a marriage was celebrating

“hetween a daughter of the family and her lover, .he
went into the houfe, and defired to fee the bride.
The parents took the vifit as a great honour, and
cheerfully prefented her. He was inftantly fmitten
with her beauty, ordered his guards to feize her,.
and to carry her to his palace. The bridegroom,

as little able to bear the affront as to revenge it, cut
his own throat.

- ’ CHAP
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MCSH & B LXITE

ON THE DEPRESSION OF MIND IN THE SUE-
" JECTS OF DESPOTISM.

SERVILITY and depreflion of mind, in the
fubjetts of a defpotic ‘government, cannot be
better marked, than in the funeral rites of 2 Ro-
man Emperor, defcribed by Herodian. The body
being burnt privately, a waxen image, reprefenting
the Emperor, was laid in a bed of ftate. On one
fide fat the fenators feveral hours daily, clothed in
black ; and on the other, the moft refpeGable ma-
trons, clothed in white. The ceremony lafted
feven days; during which, the phyficians from
time to time approached the bed, and declared the
Emperor to be worfe and worfe.

On the day appointed for declaring the Emperor
dead, the moft d.igniﬁed of the nobility carried the
bed upon their thoulders, and placed it in the old
forum, where the Roman magiftrates formerly laid
down their office. Then began doleful ditties,
fung to his memory by boys and women. Thefe
being ended the bed was carried to the Campus
Martius, and there burnt upon a high ftage with
great folemnity. When  the flames afcended, an
eagle was let loofe, which was fuppofed to carry
the foul of the Emperor to heayen. '

Such
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. Such a farce was more ridiculous thana puppet-
fhow. Dull muft have been the fpetator, who
could behold thie folemnity without fmiling at leaft,
if not laughing out right; but the Romans were
cruthed by defpotifm, and nothing could provoke
them to laugh. That ridiculous farce continued
to be a&ed till the time of Conftantine.

CHAP LXIV,

ON THE INFLUENCE OF DESPOTISM. ON THE
: FINEST COUNTRIES.

HE fineft Countries have been depopulated

by Defpotifm ; witnefs Greece, Egypg, and
the leffer Afia. The river Menam, in the king-
dom of Siam, overflows annually like the Nile,
depofiting a quantity of {lime, which proves a rich
manure. The river feems to rife gradually as the
rice grows ; and retires to its channel, when the
rice, approaching to maturity, needs no longer to
be watered.  Nature befides has beftowed on that
rich country variety of delicious fruits, ‘requiring
fearce any culture. In fuch a paradife, would one
jmagine that the Siamites are a miferable people ?
The government is defpotic, and the fubjects are
flaves. They muft work for their monarch fix
months every year, without wages, and even with-

out receiving any food from him.
‘ What
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What renders them {1l more miferable . is, that
they have no prote@ion, either for‘their- perfons or
their goods.  The grandees' are expoféd to the
rapacity of the King and his' courtiers ; and the
lower ranks are expofed to the rapacity’ of the
grandees:

When a- man has the misfortune to  poflefs a-
tree, . remarkable for good fruit, he isfequired in
the name of the King, or of a courtier, to pre--
ferve the fruit for their ufe. _

Every proprietor of a garden, in the neighbour-
heod of the capital, . muft pay a yearly fum to the-
keeper of the elephants ; otherwife it will be lajd |
wafte by thefe animals, whom it is high * treafon
to moleft;

From the fea-port of Mergui to the capital, one*
travels ten or twelve days through immenfe plains:
of a rich foil, finely watered: That country- ap--
pears to have been formerly cultivated, but is now:
quite depopulated, - and left to tygers and elephants. .

In the ifland of Ceylon, the King is- fole pro-
prictor of the land; and' the peopl¢ are {upinely.
indolent.. Their: huts are mean, without any:
thing like furniture. . Their food is fruit that grows.
fpontaneoufly ; and - their- covering. is a piece of.
- coarfe cloth, wrapped round the.middle.

The fettlement of - the Dutch Eaft India coms
pany, at the. Cape.of Good Hope, is profitable to
them in their commerce with the Eaft-Indies ;

5 : and
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and it would be much more profitable, if they
gave proper encouragement to the tenants and.
poffeflors of their lands. But thefe poor people
are ruled with a rod of iron. The produce of their
land is extorted from them by the company at {o
Tow a price, as f{carce to afford them common
neceffaries.

Avarice, like many other irregular paflions, ob-
ftru&ts its own gratification. - Were induftry duly
encouraged, the produce of the ground would be
in greater plenty, and goods be afforded voluntarily.
at a lower price, than they are at prefent obtained
by violence.

The Peruvians are a fad example of the effeéts
of tyranny ; being reduced to a ftate of ftupid in-
fenfibility. No motive to-action influences them ;5.
neither riches, nor luxury, nor ambition. They
areeven indifferent about life. The only pleafure
they feel is to get drunk, in order to forget their:
mifery.

The provinces of Moldavia, Walachia, and.
Beflarabia, are remarkable for fertility of foil.
The paftures,. in particular, are excellent, produ--
cing admirable horfes, with. an incredible number of:
theep and horned cattle ; and corn, wine, oil,
and wax, were formerly produced there in great
plenty So populous was Walachia, a few cen--
turies ago, that its Prince was able to. raife an army

oft
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of feventy }houfand men, Yet, notwithitanding
all thefe advantages, the wretched policy of the
Turkith government has reduced thefe provinces
to be almolt a defart.

A delpotic government ftifles in the bisth all the
bounties of nature, and renders the fineft fpots of
the globe equally fierile’ with jts barren mountains.
When a patriotic king travels about to vifit his
dominions, he is received with acclamations of
joy. A delpotic prince dares not hope for fuch
a reception.  He islocked up in his feraglio, igno-
rant of what paffes ; and indolently fuffers his people
to be pillaged, without even hearing of their dif-
trefles. A defpotic prince accordingly, whofe
wants are all fupplied with profufion, and who has
nothing left him, either to wifh for or defire, car-
ries on a moft languid exiftence. The following
fentiments of Roufleau, on this fubje&, are very
juft: <« Tout Prince qui afpire au defpotifme,
afpire & honneur de mourir d’ennui.  Dans tous
les royaumes du monde cherchez-vous I’homme le
plus énnuyé du pays? Allez toujours direGtement
au fouverain ; furtout s’il eft tres abfolu. C’eftbien
la peine de faire tant de miferables! pe faudroit-il
s’ennuyer a moindres fraix ?

CHAPD
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¢ B3 AP LXV.

ON THAT FORM OF GOVERNMENT, WHICH I8
MOST FAVOURABLE TO PATRIOTISM.

VERY form of government muft be good that

infpires patriotifm; and the belt form to in-
vigorate that noble paflion is a commonwealth
founded on rotation of power; where it is the
ftudy of thofe in office to do good, and to merit
approbation from  their fellow-citizens.

In the Swifs Cantons, the falaries of magiftrates
and public officers. are fcarce fufficient to defray
their expences; and thofe worthy perfons defire
no other recompence, but to be efteemed and
honoured. Thus, thefe offices are filled with men
of ability and charalter.

The revenues of Geneva fcarcely amount to
thirty thoufand pounds a year ; which however, by
a well-regulated ceconomy, is more than {ufficient
to defray the current expences. And this republic
is enabled to provide for the fecurity of its fubjects,
from an income, which many individuals, both in
France and England, fquander in vain pomp’, and
vicious diffipation. :

A republic, fo modelled, infpires virtues of
every fort. The people of Switzerland feldom
think of a writing to confirm a bargain. A law-
{uit is fcarce known among them ; and there are

many,
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many, who never heard of a. counféllor, nor of af
attorney.  Their doors are never fhut but In-win-
ter.. ] '

Patriotifm, hewever, is obferved of late years:
to be on the decline among the citizens of Bern 2
and no wonder, confidering that luxury and felfifh-
nefs are the never-failing offspring of opulence.
When felfithnefs becomes the ruling paffion of
that people, thofe in power will pilfer the public
treafure, which is immenfe and enrich themfelves
with the fpoils of the republic. Confufion and
anarchy muft enfue, and the flate will fettle in a
monarchy, or, more-probably, in an edious demgs
cracy, ]

It is patriotifim that Montefquieu Has in view,
when he pronounces virtue to be the leading prin-
ciple in a republic. He has reafon to term it {g;
becaufe patriotifim is conne@ed with every focial’
virtue; and, when it vanifhes, every focial virtue.
vanithes with it. i

Induftry and/ frugality may, in fome meafure;.
have the fame effe& with patriotifm, where riches
are gained: by labour,. not by inheritance. Man-
chefter isone of the greateft manufaduring vil-
lages in England: Induftry there flourithes, and
with it frugality and’ henefly.. It is remarkable, .
that its numerous inhabitants, amounting to above
40,000, are governed by a magiftrate of no higher
rank than a jultice of peace. conftable ; and by his

authority
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authority, fmall as it is, peace and good order are
preferved.  The beft citizens are not unwilling te
be conftables ; and fome are ambitious of the of-
fice. There are in England many other great ma-
nufa&uring villages, that are governed pretty much
in the fame manner.

Democracy will never be recommended by any
enlightened politician, as a good form of govern-
ment ; were 1t for no other reafon, but that pa-
triotifm cannot long fubfit where the mob go-
Verns.

In monarchy, the King is exalted fo high above
his fubje&ts, that his minifters are little better than
fervants. ~ Such condition is not friendly to pa-
triotifm. It is as little friendly to ambition ; for
minifters are ftill fervants however much raifed
above other fubjects.  Wealth, being the only
remaining purfuit, promotes avarice to be their
ruling paflion. Now, if patriotifm be not found
in minifters, who have power, far lefs in men who
have no power ; and thus, in a monarchy, riches are
preferred before virtue, and every vicious offspring
of avarice has free growth.

The worft fort of monarchy is that which
is eletive ; becaufe patriotifm can have no
{table footing in fuch a ftate. The degeneracy of
the Poles is owing to an ele&tive monarchy.
Every neighbouring flate being interefted in the
eleGtion, money is the great engine that influences

the
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the choice. TheeleGtors, being tempted by every
motive of intereft, lofe fight of the public, and each
of them endeavours to make as advantageous a
bargain as poffible.

oo

COBE AP ST

ON THE INFLUENCE OF OPULENCE IN DiF-
FERENT FORMS OF GOVERNMENT,. '

THOUGH riches, joined with ambition, prg-
duce bold attempts for power, yet they are
not dangerous in monarchy, were the fovereign is
fo far fuperior, as to humble to the duft the moft
afpiring of his fubjects. But riches, joined with
ambition, are dangerous in a republic. Ambition
will fuggeft the poffibility of fowing diffenfion
among the leaders ; and riches will make the at-
tempt {uocefsful. ¢
Wealth, accumulated by commerce in Carthage
and in Athens, extinguifhed patriotifm, and ren-
dered their democracies unjuft, violent, and tyran-
nical. Ithad another bad effe® ; which was, to
~make them ambitious of conqueft. The fage
Plutarch charges Themiftocles with the ruin of
Athens. “ That great man,” fays he, « infpired
his countrymen with defire of naval power. That
power produced extenfive commerce, and confe-
quently riches.  Riches again, befides luxury, in-
~Ipired
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{pired the Athenians with a high opinion of their
power, and made them rafhly engage in every quar-~
rel among their neighbours.””  Supprefs the names,
and one will believe it to be a cenfure on the con-
du& of Britain. :

- A ftate, with a fmall territory, fuch as Hamburgh
or Holland, may fubfift long as a commonwealth,
without much hazard from the opulence of indi-
viduals. - But an extenfive territory, in the hands of
a few opulent proprietors, is dangerous in a com-
monwealth ; -on account of their influence over
numbers, who depend on them for bread.

The ifland of Britain is too large for a common-
wealth. This did not efcape a profound political
*writer, who 1s an honour to his country ; and, to
remedy the evil, he propofes an Agrarian law.
But fondnefs fora {yltem of his own invention made
him overlook a defe& in it, that would not have
efcaped him, had it been the invention of another ;
which is, that accumulation of land can never be
prevented by an Agrarian law.

CHAP,

“® Harrington,
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CELA P, LV

| ON THE PECULIAR ADVANTAGES OF SMALL
- STATES.

PATRIOTISMis vigorous in {mall ftates. Emu-
 lation has the fineft play within certain bounds.
It languitheth, where its objes are too many, or
too few. Hence it s, that the moft heroic a&ions
are perfomed in a ftate of moderate extent. Appe-
tite for applaufe, or fame, may fubfift ina great mon-
archy; but by that appetite, without the fupport of
emulation, heroic a&tions are feldom atchieved.

Small ftates, however corrupted, are not liable
to defpotifm. The people being clofe to the feat of
government, and accuftomed to fee the_ governors
daily, talk familiarly of their errors, and publifh
every where. :

On Spain, which formerly confifted of many
{mall ftates, a profound *writer makes the follow-
ing obfervation, < The petty monarch was but
little elevated above his nobles. Having little
power, he could not command much refpeét ; nor
could his nobles look up to him with that reverence,
which is felt in approaching great monarchs.”’

Another thing is equally weighty againft defpot-
ifm in a {mall flate. The army cannot eafily be
feparated from the people ;- and, for that reafon, is

not very dangerous. :
n

¥ Dr, Roberton,
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In an extenfive ftate, on the other hand, the
people, at a diftance from the throne, and having
a profound veneration for the fovereign, confider
themfelves, not as members of a body-politic, but
as fubje&s bound to obey implicitly. By this im-
preflion, they are-prepared before-hand for defpot-
Hm. The fubje&s of a great {tate are dazzled with
the fplendor of their monarch ; and as their union
is prevented by diftance, the monarch can fafely
employ a part of his fubje&ts againft the reft, or a
ftanding army againft all. j s g

CHAP. LXVIIL.

‘ON THE SPLENDID WORKS OF GREAT STATES.

Great ftate poflefles an eminent advantage,

viz, ability to execute magnificent works.
‘The hanging gardens of Babylon, the pyramids of
Egypt, and its lake Meeris, are illuftrious exami-
ples. :

The city of Heliopolis in Syria, named Balke by
the Turks, is a remarkable inftance of the power
and opulence of the Roman empire. Even in the
ruins of that city, there are remains of great mag-
nificence, and exquifite tafte.

If the imperial palace, or temple of the fun,
were the work of any Euvropean prince exifting at

prefent,
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prefent, it would make a capital figure in the an-
nals of his reign. - And yet fo little was the eclat
of thefe works, even at the time of execution, that
there is not a hint of them in any hiftorian.

Thebeneficence of fome great monarchs is worthy
of {till greater praife. In the principal roads of
Japan, hot baths are ere@ed at proper diftances,
with other conveniencies, for the ufe of travellers.

The beneficence of the Chinefe government to
thofe who fuffer fhipwreck, gives a very advan-
tageous impreflion of that monarchy. 1In the year
1728, the fhip Prince George took her departure
from Calcutta in Bengal for Canton in China,
with a cargo worth fixty thoufand pounds. A vio-
Jent ftorm drove her athore at a place named Zimpau,
a great way Weft from Canton. Not above half
the crew could make the thore, worn out with fa-
tigue and hunger, and not doubting of being maf-
facred by the natives. How amazed were they to
be treated with remarkable humanity ! A Mandarin
appeared, who not only provided for them plenty
of victuals, but alfo men fkilled in diving to affift
them in fithing the wreck. ¢ Ina few days,” fays
our author, ‘ we recovered five thoufand pounds
in bullion, and afterwards ten thoufand pounds
more. Before we fet forward to Canton, the Man-
darin our benefactor took an exa& account of our
money, with the names of the men, furnithed us

with
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with an.efcort to condu& wus through his diftrict,
and configned us dead or alive to one Suqua at
Canton, a Chinefe merchant, well known to the
Englith there. In every one of our refting places,
victuals were brought to us by thevillagers in plenty,
and with great cordiality. In this_manner, we
pafled from one diftri¢t to another, without having
occafion to lay out a {ingle farthing, till we reached
Canton, which we did in nine days, travelling
fornetimes by land, and fometimes by water. Our
cafe had been reprefented to the court at Pekin,
from whence orders came to diftribute amongft us
a fum of money ; which was done by the Chuntuck,
Hoppo, and other officers, civil and military, ‘af-
fembled in great ftate. . After. a fhort fpeech, ex~
prefling regret for our calamity, with an eulogium
on the humane and generous difpofition of . theix
mafter, to each of us was prefented the mafter’s
bounty in-a yellow. bag, on which was infcribed
the nature of the gift. - The firft {upercargo receive~
ed 450 tales in filver, the fecond 350, myfelf 250,
the mate 75, and each common feaman 15 ; the
whole amounting to about 2000 tales; or eight
hundred pounds.  This is an example worthy. of
imitation, even where Chriftianity is -profefledq
theugh its tenets are often, ' on like occafions fean- -
daloufly perverted.” « This bounty was, no doubt;
eftablithed by law ; for it has not the appearance of
an occafional or fingular a& of benevolence. If fo,

Leid vteq China
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China 1s the only country in the world, where
charity to ftrangers in diftrefs is a branch of public
police.

CHAP LXIX,

 ON THE ARTIFICES OF MINISTERS IN A DE-
SPOTIC GOVERNMENT.

REAT monarchs, being highly elevated above

their {ubje&s, are acquainted with none but

their minifters. . And minifters, who in a defpotic

government are fubject to no controul but that of

their mafter, commonly prefer their own intereft,
without regard to his honour.

Solyman Emperor of the Turks, though accom-
plithed above any of his predeceflors, could not
efcape the artifices of his wife Roxalana, and of his
Vifir Ruftan. They poifoned his ears with re-
peated ‘calumnies againft his eldeft fon Muftapha,
a yeung prince of great hopes. They were not in
hazard of detetion, becaufe no perfon had accefs
to the emperor but by their means. And the con-
cluding fcene, was an order from the Emperor to
put his fon to death.*

If a great monarch lie thus open, in his own
palace to the artifices of hisminifters, his authority,
we may be certain, will be very flight over the

governors
® Dr. Robertfon’s hiftory of Charles V.
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governors of his diftant provinces. Their power
is precarious ; and they opprefs the people without
intermiflion, in order to amafs wealth. The com-
plaints of the pepple are difregarded ; for they never
reach the throne.

The Spanifh governors of the Philippine iflands
afford a deplorable inftance of this obfervation.
The heat of the climate promotes luxury; and
luxury promotes avarice, which rages without con-
troul, the diftance of the capital removing all fear
of dete&tion. - Arbitrary taxes are impofed on the
people, and exceflive duties on goods imported ;
which are rigoroufly exaQed, becaufe they are con-
verted by the governor to his'own ufe. An arbi-.
trary eftimate is made of what every field may pro-
duce ; and the hufbandman is feverely punithed, if
he fail to deliver the appointed quantity, whether
his land has produced it or not. Many thoufands
have abandoned their native country ; and the few
miferable wretches who remain, have taken refuge
among inacceflible mountains.

Load T A
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ON THE INTERNAL CONVULSIONS AND REVO=
/LUTIONS OF AN EXTENSIVE MONARCHY.

N ‘extenfive monarchy is liable to internal con-

vulfions or revolutions, occafioned common-

ly either by a ftanding army, or by the governors

of diftant provinces. With refpet to the former, the

government of a great kingdom, ‘enervated by lux-
ury, muft be military, and confequently defpotic.

A numerous army will foon learn to contemn a
pufillanimous leader, and to break loofe from every
tie of fubjection. The fovereign is often changed
at the caprice of thearmy ; but defpotifm continues
to triumph. ; i

In Turkey, the Jannifaries dethrone the Sultan,
without {cruple ; but being {uperftitioufly attached
to the royal family, they confine themfelves to it
in ele@inga new Sultan. The pretorian bands were
the Janiffaries of the Roman empire, who never
fcrupled to dethrone the emperor, if he gave them
the flighteft offence.

With refpet to the latter, the governors of dif-
tant provinces, accuftomed to a& without controul,
become greedy of power, and fet no bounds to am-
bition.  Let them but gain the aftection of the
people they govern, and boldnefs will do the reft.
The monarch is dethroned before he is prepared

for
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for defence, and the'uflurper takes his place with-
_out oppofition. Succefs commonly attends {fuch
undertakings ; for the fovereign has no foul, and
the people have no patriotifm.

C .H: A P WXX],

ON THE DIFFICULTY OF GUARDING THE FRON-
TIERS OF A GREAT EMPIRE.

Kingdom, like an animal, becomes weak,

in proportion to its excels above a certain
fize. France and Spain would be lefs fitted for de-
fence, were they enlarged beyond their prefent ex-
tent. Spain, in particular, was a very weak king-
dom, while it comprehended the Netherlands, and
the half of Italy. In their prefent extent, forces
are foon colle&ted to guard the moft diftant fron-
tiers.

Months are required to aflemble troops in an
overgrown kingdom like Perfia. If an army be
defeated at the frontier, it muft difperfe, fortified
places being feldlom within reach.  The victor,
advancing with celerity, lays fiege to the capital,
before the provincial troops can be formed into a
regular army. .. T'he capital is taken, the empire
diffolved ; and the conqueror, at leifure, difputes
the provinces with their governors.

L 4 The
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The Philippine iflands made formerly a part of
the extenfive empire of China ; but, as they were
too diftant to be protected or well governed, it
thowed confummate wifdom in the Chinefe govern-
ment to abandon them, with feveral other diftant
provinces.

A {mall flate, on the other hand, is eafily guard-
ed. The Greek republics thought themfelves fuf-
ficiently fortified againt the Great King, by their
courage, their union, and their patriotifm.

The Romans, while circumf{cribed within Italy,
never thought of any defence againft an enemy, but
good troops.  When they had acquired a vaft em-
pire, even the Rhine appeared a barrier too weak.
The numberlefs forts and legions, that covered
their frontiers, could not defend them from 2 panic,
upon every motion of the barbarians. ;

The ufe of cannon, which place the weak and
ftrong upon a lével, is the only refource of the lux-
urious and opulent againt the poor and hardy.

In our times, the nations, whofe frontiers Ije
open, would make the moft refolute oppofition to
an invader; witnefs the German flates, and the
Swifs cantons.

- Italy enjoys the ftrongeft natural barrier of any
country, that is not an ifland ; and yet, for cen-
turies, it has been a prey to every invader.

T'hree plans, at different times, have been put

in exccution, for fecuring the frontiers of an exten-
five
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five empire, viz. building walls,—laying the fron-

tiers wafte,—and eftablifhing feudatory princes.

The firft was the ancient pradtice, proper only for"
an idle people, withoutcommerce. The Egyptians:
built a very extenfive wall, for protecting themfelves.
againft the wandering Arabs. The famous wall of

China to proteét its effeminate inhabitants againft

" the Tartars, is known over all the world : and the

walls built in the north of England againft the Scots

and Pi&s, are known to every Briton.

To prote& the Roman territory from German
invaders, the Emperor Probus conftru&ted a ftone
wall, ftrengthened with towers. It ftretched fromx
Ratifbon on the Danube to Wimpfen on the:
Necker; and terminated on the bank of the Rhine,.
after a winding courfe of 200 miles.

Such walls, though ere&ted with ﬁupendoﬁs la-
bour, prove a very weak bulwark ; for 2 wall of
any extent. Is never fo carefully guarded, as at all
times to. prevent furprize.. And, accordingly, ex-
perience has taught that walls cannot be relied on.
This, in modern times, has introduced the twor
other. methods mentioned.. :

Sha Abbas, King of Perfia; in order to prevent
the inroads of the Turks, laid wafte part of Armenia,.
carrying the inhabitants to Ifpahan, and treating
them with great humanity. ~ Land is not much.
valued by the great monarchs of Afia, - It is pre-

5 ; clous
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cious in the fmaller kingdoms of Europe ; and the
frontiers are commonly guarded by fortified towns.

The other frontiers of Perfia are guarded by feu-
datory princes; and the fame method is practifed
in China, in Hindoftan, and in the Turkith em-
pire.  The princes of Little Tartary, Moldayia,
and Wallachia, have been long a fecurity to the
Grand Signior, againtt his powerful neighbours in
Europe.

Gl AP L XX

ON THE HEREDITARY GENIUS OF NATIONS.

TH E empire of the imagination and the paf-

fions, by diverfifying the natural form, and
reaching the organization of man, has appeared to
be extenfive. But, without Invigorating or ener-
vating the principle of mere animal life, perhaps
his genius' and chara&er, in one age, may affe&
the original genius and charaler of fucceeding
generations,

The feparation of familjes and the diftin@ion of
ranks are effential to a]] political eftablithments.
No divifion of Property, no rules of patrimonjal
fucceflion, no {fumptuary, no agrarian laws can
long preferve a parity of rank and fortune among
any people.

The
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The greater number, indeed,. in every ftaté are
rendered  fubfervient to the few ; are confounded
together in one clafs, and compofe the rude vulgar
of mankind. Thus, in the plan of the Comitiaof
Rome, the people were diftributed into fix clafles,
and every Roman was allowed fome fhare of po-
litical power ; but the loweft clafs gradually funk
into neglet. ~ The whole power of the comitia
was transferred to their fuperiors, and thofc of each
* clafs, though equal in their colleétive capacity,
were, as men and as citizens, of very uhequal con-
fideration. .

Thefeus inftituted at Athens an order of nobility
and debarred the people at large from all the
honourable fun&ions of civil government. ~ And
if Solon, by permitting every citizen fo vote in the
public affembly, feemed to confer on the meaneft
of them a fort of political exiftence ; yet, even by
Solon’s plan, the Athenians were divided into three
clafles, while the mafs of the people, diftint from
thefe, were legally excluded from all offices of truft
or honour. '

In Sparta alone an equality of fortune was the
aim ‘of the legiflator, and an avowed maxim of
government, But the expedients of Lycurgus were
not effe@ual for that purpofe ; and, evenin the
purelt ages of the commuonwealth, the diftinQion
of riches and poverty was not totally unknown.

L 6 . duch
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Such is the condition of men in the moft demo-
cratical fates. "The forms of fociety require fub-
ordination. The detail of affairs calls for different
occupations ; and mankind are diftributed into
clalles, to which belong unequal degrees of impor-
tance.

"T'hat the fubdivifion of arts, which is fo condu-
cive to their perfection, degrades the chara&er of
the common artizan, is a propofition confonant to
the uniform experience of civilized nations. The
moft fimple manufature is executed by the joint
labour of a number of people, each of whom being
expert only in his own peculiar branch, perceives
neither the perfection of the defign, nor the refult.
of the combination. That fyftematic knowledge
belongs only to the mafter artift; and the detail of
the execution feems to refemble, in fome fort, the
proceedings of inftinét in animal life, where we fo
often obferve, by the wifdom of nature, 2 regular,
though blind, co-operation of numbers towards an
unknown end.

The manufa@ure of a pin is a trite example,.
ferving well to illuftrate this fubdivifion of labour.
That bufinefs is fubdivided into about eighteen dif-
tin& operations, which are fometimes all perform-
ed by diftin@ hands. In manufaQures of a more
complicated fabric, the operations are flill farther-
fubdivided, and often tend, among the various
orders of artizans, to debilitate the body, and to
engender difeafe.  But exclufive of this confe-
| 2 quence,.

-
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quence, the life of fuch an artizan is filled up with
a feries of a&ions, which, returning with an in-
fipid uniformity, affords no exercife to genius or
capacity. And if the tendency of his occupation is
not counteracted by fome expedient of government,
“he is fuffered to fall into a torpor of intelle&, which
implies the abfence or annihilation of every manly
virtue. Such occupations, in the ancient republics
of Greece and Rome, were confidered as beneath
the dignity of free citizens, and were commonly.
exercifed by flaves.

In the prefent ftate of the arts among European.
nations, perhaps the moft refpetable chara&er,
among the mnferior ranks, 1s bred by the profeflion
of arms.  Its functions, which have more compafs
and variety, are more animated and interefting than:
thofe of a mechanical trade. "T'he whole detail of
military exercife polithes and fathions the body, and:
even confers the graces, which elevate the mind.

In the breaft of a private foldier, accordingly,,
there often reigns a fenfe of perfonal dignity and:
honour, which fcarce ever enters into the mafs of
the people, and is but rarely to be met with in men.
of fuperior affluence and figure.

A certain caft of charalter and genius adheres to:
every condition. Different degrees of refinement
and civility chara&erize the various orders of citi-
zens ; and the dignity or meannefs, annexed tothe
fphere in which they move is, by no violent tran-
Btion of imagination, transferred to their imme-

| diate
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diate, and even to remote defcendants, and regard-
ed as appendages to pofterity.

Thus families are formed, where men become
deltined, from birth alone, to occupy, in civil fo-
ciety; more or lefs exalted ftations.  Antiquity of
family, then, impliesadefcent from a feries of ancef-
tors long {eparated from the crowd, and exalted to
fome eminence in the ranks of life. : ‘

Now, it will net be denied, that in the firft
generation, the refemblance of children to parents
is often confpicuous in the features, both of body
and mind. The one fpecies of refemblance is
fometimes confpicuous, where the other is {carcely
difcernible ; and the other fpecies is fometimes no
lefs predominant, where the former {ubfiffs in an
inferior degree.

Thefe principles, though blended occafionally in
their operations, feem to be diftin&t and indepen-
dent. * Various caufes, to us unknown, maiz.in.-
terrupt the law of refemblance in the outward form,
Various. caufes, alike unknown, may interrupt
the law of refemblance in the moral ceconomy.
Thefe conneltions and dependencies we attempt
not to explore.  We_know not how far the cha-
ra&er of parents touches the elements of the amo-
rous paffion, or diverfifies the mode of inftin&, fo
as to affe& the progeny of phyfical love. It is fuf-
ficient, if general experience declare {uch connec-

tions to have a foundation in nature. .
/b  Admit

-~
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Admit then, that certain qualities of mind, as
well as body, are transmiffible in the firft genera-’
tion, and do ot terminate there ; is there not rea-
fon to expe&, from the accumulated efforts of the
fame caufes, that fome general inheritance may be
derived in a courfe of ages, and confequently, that
a greater or lefs propenfity to refinement, to civility,
and to the politer arts, may be conne@ed with an
lluftrious, or more obfcure original ? ‘

~ But this fpecies of influence, which is {trickly.
moral, ought to be variable in every country, with-
the order, the policy, and the lafrfangements of civil
fociety. It is the genius of popular and free go-
vernments to annihilate, in fome fort, family dif-
tinctions.  Citizens, born to equal privileges, and
conftituted in {imilar points of exterior rank, will
tranfmit to pofterity more "equal proportions ‘of
the gifts of nature,

Under a more unequal government, where difs
tinctions abound, where there reigns the ftrongeft
contraft of circumftances, and where a difparity of
condition has been cherifhed and preferved for ages, .
the moral diverfity will be more confpicueus ; and
civil diftin&ions long maintained,” will open”a
{fource of natural diftin&ions in fucceeding times.
Hereditary chara&eriftics, accordingly, "attra&ed
the attention of mankind, in fome degree, under
all the ancient governments,

A regard
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A regard to defcent, which amounted to a fpe-
cies of idolatry among fome nations, has not been
altogether exploded in free and popular ftates. In
the Gentoo government of Indoftan, the diftin&ion
of cafts or tribes was never violated by promifcu-
ous commerce.  And {uch was the public folicitude
of the Indians, about the future generation, that
phyfical education might be faid to commence
antecedently to birth. A guardian was appointed
for an infant yet unborn; and it was his province
to lay down a regimen for the mother,. during the
months of pregnancy..

The improvement of the race of citizens was
a favourite obje¢t of Spartan policy. And while
with this” view, the laws authorifed, under certain
regulations, a community of wives, they permitted
not alliances or intermarriages among the different
orders of citizens. - Such alliances and intermar-
riages were alfo exprefsly forbidden by the laws of
Rome, for upwards of three hundred years.

The free fpirit of the Romans, indeed, at laft
rebelled againft fuch odious diftinétions, and open-
ed to every citizen the way to. civil honours.  Yet
the Romans themfelves, after fo glorious a ftruggle
for privilege, againft the ufurpations of a proud
nobility, teftified, in the very moment of victory,
their reverence for Patrician blood*.

Imagination furely, inall fuch cafes, influences

the

# Tit, Live cap. 6, libs 1ve
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the judgment of the people ; and while it inclines
them fo often to beftow unmerited preference, it
fometimes elevates the chara&er of the individuals,
to whom that preference is given.

~ Men nobly born are animated with the idea,
and think themfelves called upon, in a peculiar
manner, to emulate the virtues, and to f{uftain the
honours of their name.

¢« Et Pater Anchifes, et avunculus excitat Hector.”

They feel not what they are but what they
ought to be; till at laft, by feeling what they
ought to be, they become what they were not.
And thus, by reverencing the dignity of anceftors,
they learn to affert their own.

There is often an invifible preparation of fe-
cond caufes, which concurs with the civil order
of things, in prolonging thehonours or even the in-
famy of a race ; and hereditary chara&eriftics are
mtcrwoven into the genius and eflence of the
mind.

Let us review the condition of a family emerging
from rudenefs into the dignity of civil life. Let
us {fuppofe the founders conftituted in a ftate of in-
dependence, and of decent afluence,—graced with
every circumftance that can command refpedt,—
improved by all the advantages of moral and of
civil culture,—and exalted to a mode of thinking,
and of a&ing, fuperior to vulgar minds. Some
traces of this fpirit, we may affirm, without being

| charged
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charged with exceffive refinement, are likely to ad-
hete to their immediate progeny.-

But, how fcanty or latent foever this inheritance
may be at firft, if the caufes are not difcontinued,
the conftitutional effe@ will be more confpicuous
in the fecond generation.  If the former impref-
fions are not effaced, the third generation will have
their conflitution more ftrongly impregnated with
the fame elements ; till at laft, by happy alliances,
and by preferving the line on one fide long un-
broken, there fhall refult an affociation of qualities,
which being confolidated into the conftitution,
form the chara&eriftics of a race.

The fame reafoning is eafily transferred to a fa-
mily of an ignoble line. Inftead of competence,
independence, culture, fubflitute indigence, fervi-

lity, rudenefs. Extend this allotment over an
equal feries of pofterity, and~you will probably
reverfe all the propenfities of nature.

It is only an affemblage of great talents, or the
long predominance of fome one friking quality,
that attralts the obfervation of the world.

The great qualities of the laft Athenian King
flourifhed in the Archons for above three hundred
years.  The daughter of Scipio was mother of
the Gracchi.  The heroifm of the younger Brutus
was the heroifm of his remote progenitor.  The
houfes of the Publicolz, the Meflalze, and Valerii,
were illuftrious for fix hundred years.  The Decii,.

retaining,
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setaining, equally long, their primeval character,
-attempted the revival of the Roman virtue in the
decline of the empire. And, if expeflation might
be raifed upon fuch foundations, a Briton might al-
moft anticipate fome of the aftors on’ the public
ftage, at fome future ara.

~ Yet we are far from confidering birth as the
criterion of any one perfeGion of the mind or body.
Neither do we fuppofe, in general, that an exalt-
ed ftation calls forth the greateft talents, or is moft
favourable to the growth of moral, or intelle&tual
endowments. Thofe in the middle ranks of life,
in a flourithing and cultivated nation, promife to
tranfmit as fair an inheritance to pofterity. The
accefs to refinement, to culture, and to civil ho-
nours, which is opened to them 'in the progrefs of
government, allows them almoft every ‘ advantage ;
while they are often exempted from corruptions,
‘which are foftered by fuperior rank. ;

In ancient times, when profeflions were heredi-
tary,—when intermarriages among different clafles
were not permitted, or were held dithonourable,—
when conjugal love was rarely violated, and genealogy ’
was a fathionable fcience,—hereditary talents would
be more obfervable, and their influence in fociety
more {trongly defined. ;

Upon the whole, it muft be admitted, that the
charater of anceftors has an influénce on the line of
pofterity,—~and thata long feries of caufes, antece-
dent to birth, has afte€ed, in each individual, not

only
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only the mechanical and vital {prings, but, in fome
degree alfo, the conftitutional arrangements of his
mtelleGtual nature.

The circumftance, therefore, of birth alone, may
be regarded as more or lefs aufpicious. It may be
allowed, on fome occafions, to heighten or to de-
prefs expe&ation ; but cannot, without the great-
eft abfurdity, enter farther into the account, or be
rendered a topic of exultation or reproach, in the
eftimation of perfonal merit.

Iphicrates, an upftart Athenian replied with be-
coming fpirit to a perfon of noble birth, who had
- dared to arraign his pedigree, ¢ The honours of
my family begin with 'myfelf: the honours of
yours end in you.” How often might thofe, in
a humble fphere, exchange places with men, who
fitin the cabinets of kings ? How often, as in the
Roman government, might we call a diGator from
the plough ?

The diftin&ion here opened, far from flattering
the arrogance, or jultifying the ufurpations of men,
if extended from individuals, and families, to the
larger aflociations of mankind, will help to explain
the hiftory of the world, with the leaft pollible
violence to the common prerogatives of the fpe-
cies.

A cultivated and polifhed nation may, in fome

refpes, be regarded as a ftanding family. The
‘ ong
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one 1s, relatively to the greater number of the com-
munities of mankind, what the other s, relatively to
the greater number of citizens under the fame civil
ceconomy. The condu&t of the one, and of the
other, towards their fuppofed inferiors, is often ex-
altly fimilar. Both carry themfelves with equal
infolence, and feem alike to forget or to deny the
inherent and unalienable rights of the {pecies. :

Illuftrious rank is ne more to be regarded, as a
criterion of perfeion, in forming the general efti-
mate of mations, than in forming the particu-
lar eftimate of the feveral families or members
of the fame community. The greateft nation is
not always bleffed with the moft equal government,
nor adorned with the moft accomplifhed citizens.

‘The colle&tive wifdom of a people is not to be
eftimated by that proportion of it, which a&uates
their public councils, or even by the detail of their
civil government. Yet that government is certain~
ly, in onerefpeét, well conftituted, which calls abili=
ties and diftiuguifhed worth into public view.

Sir William Temple has pronounced this eulc-
gium on the conftitution of the United Provinces
of Holland, though rather at the expence of the
national charadter. “ Though perhaps the nation,’*
fays that writer, “ be not generally wife, yet the
government is, becaufe itis compofed of the wifift
of the nation, which may give it an advantage over
many others, where ability is of more common

growth



£ 238 9

growth, but of lefs ‘ufe to the public, if it:happens
that neither wifdom nor honefty are’ the qualities,
which bring men to the management of {tate affairs,
as they ufually do, in this commonwealth.”

It is, however, no {mall point of wifdom to
diftinguith {uperior worth ; and the men who are
difpofed to regard with juft admiration noble zalents,
are nferior only to the men who poflefs them.

But it may be queftioned, whether the happieft
periods, even of free governments, are the periods
moft conducive to the perfections of mankind.
Perhaps the higheft national, as well as private vir-
tue, is bred in the {chool of adverfity. A nation
certainly may derive {plendor from thofe very cir-
curmftances, “which {ink the chara&er of its cifi-
zens. - The fcience of mechanics, which is the
glory of human reafon, has enlarged the abilities, and
dignified the afpect of nations. Yet thelower claffes
of artizans and manufaturers, in -moft of the civi-
lized governments of modern Europe, who are fo
mﬁrumental n promotmg public opulence and
comimercial profperity, may be pronounced to be
themfelves in a ftate of intelleCtual debafement, to
which there is fcarce any palallel in the hiftory of
rude barbarians.

-Qualities, *which  refift for ages the change of
government and of climate, muft be allowed to be
congenial and ‘hereditary to the tribes, among

whom they are found to predominate. -
% Perhaps
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Perhaps the hiftory of the Jews furnifhes an ex-
ample of a race, whofe peculiar qualities, thus cir-.
cumflanced, have defcended through a long courfe.
of generations.  No people; it may be affirmed,
have ever figured on the theatre of nations, with
a deftiny fo fingular as theirs. Their hiftory, whe-
ther drawn from facred or profane records, whe-
ther regarded as miraculous, or in the order of
nature, affords matter of abundant Tpaculation.,

‘The maxims .of their religion and policy pre-
ferved them, in all the revolutions of fortune, as a
diftin¢t people.  After the final diffolution of their
government, and difperfion all over the habitable
globe, a {yftem of prejudices peculiar to them/elves,
but direted, in its operations, to fulfil the ends of
Providence, has preferved their genealogy and
prevented alliances or intermarriages, with any
other race. ;

Certain marks of uniformity are, accordingly,
difcernible among them in every period. The
fame [pirit, which wasfo untra&able under their own
governors, difpofed them to mutiny and rebellion,
when a Roman province. And, that perverfenefs
of temper, which led them fo often to apoftacy
and to idolatry, when in poffeflion of the true faith,
has rendered them tenacious of a falfe religion.

As numerous, perhaps, at this day, as when a
fetded nation, the relation of confanguinity, under -
all the various governments and climates, where

their
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their Iot is caft, marks their chara®er. Yet, had
this unfociable people remained in their prefent
pofleflions, and, without foreign conne&ions or
intermarriages, had fubfifted under the fame poli-
tical eftablifhment, the moft fingular, furely, that
ever was formed, the lineaments of their charac-
ter, both of inward and outward form, had, we
may well believe, been flill more ftrongly marked.

In general it may be obferved, that the confined

intercourfe of the fpecies tends ultimately to the
formation of a peculiar geniusand temper. Thus,
in the ancient Germans, the uniformity of indivi-
duals was as aftonifhing, as the diverfity of all from
every other people; and from the (fingularity
-of thefe appearances, the Roman Hiftorian fup-
pofes them a pure and diftin& race, not derived
from Afia, from Africa, from Italy, or from any
other region¥.

The new hemifphere prefented appearances ex-
altly fimilar. The aftonithing refemblance which
was there obferved among mankind, feems to evi-
dence that it was peopled originally by the fame
race, and atan zra of no high antiquity. The
branches, though widely fpread, had probably not
been long feparated from the common ftock ; or
perhaps a fimilarity in the modes of life contributed,
more than any other caufe, throughout that im-

| menfe
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menfe continent, to exclude variety in the human
{pecies.

The hiftory of Hindoftan, where the Aborigines
are fo clearly defined from the other natives of the
fame regions, might be mentioned as another
ftriking example of a genius and conflitution,
which confanguinity has in part contributed to
cherith and preferve for ages.

Thus we may obferve mankind, eflentially
the fame, yet in different regions of the globe,
varying continually from a fixed flandard,—ex-
celling in the rational, in the moral, or in the ani-
mal powers,—born with a fuperior fitnefs for
refinement, for arts, for civil culture,—or caft in
a rougher mould,—and by native temper more
indocible and wild.

Yet, all the capital diftin&ions in individuals,
families, or tribes flow from caufes {ubfequent to
birth,—from education, example, and forms of
government,—from the maxims and genius of re-
ligion,—from the lights of {cience and philofophy,
~—and, in fome degree, from the infallible opera-
tions of the external elements.

To run the parallel of nations, and decide on
their comparative pexfe&xons, is not an eafy tafk ;
for the appearances in civil life are very often dee
Jufive.

"T’he manners, and the crimes of illiterate favagc 4
tribes, are apt enough to appear to us in their ful]

M dimenfion
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dimenfion and deformity; but the violations of
natural Jaw, among civilized nations,. have a
{olemn varnith of policy, which difguifes the
‘enormity of guilt.

The greatnefs too of a community dazzles the
eye, and confers an imaginary value on its rmmem-
bers. It eclipfes the milder luftre of more hum-
ble tribes. Yet the virtue of nations, as of in-
dividuals, frequently courts the fhade, and the beau-
tiful figure of the poet is equally applicable to
both :

¢¢ Full many a flower is born to blufh’unfeen.
¥« And wafte its {fweetnefs on the defert air.”

Hiftory, which ought to be the miftrefs of hu-
man life, affe&ts magpificence, and feems to de-
fcend from her dignity, in recording the tranfac-
tions of little ftates. She forgets that men may
grow lefs by eclevation, and permits the honours
of nations to be diftributed by the hands of fortune.
It is hence the Greeks and Romans are regarded
by us, with a veneration {o far above all the nations
of antiquity. Hence Europe, in modern times,
boafts a pre-eminence that feems to infult the reft
of the world.

It belongs to reafon and philofophy to re-judge
mapkind ; and, under an endlels variety of ap-
pearances, more or lefs equivocal, to obferve ard

3 - fix
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fix the principles which affe®, in every age and
country, the proportion of human happinefs,
and of human perfection. Let not nations then,
or individuals, regard themfelves as {ingle in the
creation. Let them view their interefts on the
largeft fcale. Let them feel the importance of
their ftation to themfelves and to the fyftem,—to
their contemporaries, and to future generations,
—and let them learn, from the eftablithed order
of fecond caufes, to refpe& to adorn, and to
e\alt the {pecies. :

CH AP, LXXIII

OINE PHAR GBS AL NIEDE ST

THE bleflings of peace are too well known to
need illuftration. - Induftry, commerce, the
fne arts, power, opulence, &c. ~depend on peace.
Has war, then, any thing in ftore for balancing
fo fubftantial bleflings? On due confideration, we
will find that it has.

Humanity, 1t muft be acknowledged gains no-
thing from the wars of {mall ftates in clofe neigh-
bourhood. Such wars are brutal and bloody ;
becaufe they are carried on with bitter enmity
againft individuals. Thanks to Providence, that
war, at prefent, bears a lefs favage afpet We

M2 {pare
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fpare individuals, and make war upon the nation
only. Barbarity and cruelty give place to mag-
nanimity, and foldiers are converted from brutes
into heroes. '

Such warss give exercife to the elevated virtues
of courage, generofity and difintereftednefs, which
are always attended with confcioufnefs of mierit

and dignity.

C.H A P, i BXXTV,

SHE GENEROUS OFFICER.

N the war carried on by Louis XI1. of France
againft the Venetians, the town of Brefcia, be-
ing taken by ftorm, and abandoned to the foldiers,
fuffered for feven days all the diftreffes of cruelty
and avarice. No houfe efcaped but that where
Chevalier Bayard was lodged. At his entrance,
the miftrefs, a woman of rank, fell at his feet, and
deeply. fobbing, “ Oh! my lord, fave my life, fave
the honour of my daughters.”

«« Take courage, Madam,” faid the Chevalier,
o your life, and their honour, fhall be fecure,
while I have life.””

The two daughters, brought from their hiding
place, were prefented to him; and the family,
reunited, beftowed their whole attention on their
deliverer, A dangerous wound he had received

4 : gave
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gave them opportunity to exprefs their zeal, They

employed an eminent furgeon. They attended
him by turns day and night; and when he could
bear to be amufed, they entertained him with con-
certs of mulfic.

Upon the day fixed for his departure, the mother
faid to him, * To your goodnefs, my Lord, we
owe our lives; and to you all we have beldngs by
right of war. 'But we hope, from your fignal
benevolence, that this {light tribute wiil content
you.”  On faying this, fhe placed upon the table
an iron coffer full of money.

““ What is the fum #’ faid the Chevalier. « My
Lord,” anfwered fhe trembling, “ no more but
2500 ducats, all that we have ;—but if more be
neceffary, we will try our friends.”

“ Madam, fays he, “ your kindnefs is more
precious in my eyes, than a hundred thoufand
ducats. Take back your money, and depend al-
ways on me.” '

“ My good Lord, you kill me in refufing this
fmall fum. Take itonly as a mark of your friend-
thip to my family.””

“ Well,” faid he, ¢ fince it will oblige you, I
take the money ; but give me the fatisfa&ion of
bidding adieu to your amiable danghters.”’

They came to him with leoks of regard and affec-
tion. ¢ Ladies,” faid he, “ the impreffion you
Mo e have
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have made on my heart, will never wear out. What
return to make I know not, for men of my pro-
feflion are feldom opulent. But here are 2500
ducats, of which the generofity of your mother has
given me the difpofal. Accept them as a marriage
prefent ; and may your happinefs in marriage equal
your merit.”

« Flower of chivalry,”” cried the mother ; « May.
the God, who rules the univerfe, reward you-here
and hereafter.”” Can peace afford fo fwect a fcene !

€ H A P. " LXXV.

AN AFFECTING INCIDENT.

G ﬁf“ HE following incident is ftill more interefting.

It is of a late date among our countrymen ;
and will, for that reafon, make the deeper im-
preflion. The fcene of a&ion was in Admiral
Watfon’s fhip, at the fiege of Chandernagore,
where Captain Speke, and his fon, a youth of {ix-
teen, were both wounded by the fame fhot.

The hiftory is related by Mr. Ives, furgeon of
the thip ; which follows in his own words, only a
little abridged.

"The Captain, whofe leg was hanging by the fkin,
{aid to the Admiral, * Indeed, Sir, this wasa cruel

thot, to knock-down both father and fon.”
M.
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M. Watfon’s heart was too full for a reply 5 he
only ordered both to be carried down to the fur-
geon. '

» The Captain, who was firft brought down, told
me how dangeroufly his Billy had been wounded.
Prefently after, the brave youth himfelf -appeared,
with his eyes overflowing with tears, not for him-
felf, but for his father.

Upon my affurance, that his father’s wound was
not dangerous, be became calm ; but refufed to be
touched, till hisfather’s wound fthould be fir(t dreffed.
‘Then pointing to a fellow-fufferer, ¢ Pray, Sir,
drefs alfo th?t poor man, who is groaning fo fadly
befide me.’

I told him, that the man had alr;ac.y been taken
care of ; and begged that I now might have liberty
to examine his wound. He {ubmitted ; and calmly
faid, ¢ Sir, 1 fear you muft amputate above the
joint.”” I replied, ¢ My dear, I muft.”

He clafped his hands tog:ther ; and, lifting up
his eyes toward heaven, he oftered up the follow-
ing fhort, but earnc(t petition: ¢¢ Good God! do
thou enable me to behave, in my prefent circum-
{tances, worthy of my father.” 7

He then told me he was all fubmiflion. I per-
formed the operation above the joint of the knee
and, during the whole time, the intrepid youth
never f)oxe a word, nor uttered a groan that could
be hr,a,c, at the diftance of a yard.

M 4 It



{ 248 )

It is eafier to imagine, than to exprefs the feel-
ings of the father at this time.  But, whatever he
felt, tears were the only expreffion. Both of them
were carried to Calcutta,  The father was lodged
in the houfe of his brother-in-law ; and the fon was
placed with me in the hofpital.

For the firft week I gave comfort to both, carry-
ing good tidings to them of one another. But alas !
all the good fymptoms, that had attended the young
man, began to difappear. The Captain perceived
all in my countenance ; and, fo unwilling was he
t0 add to my diftrefs, as feldom to fpeak about his
{on.

One time he faid, “ How long, my friend, do
you think my Billy may remain in a flate of un-
certainty ?”” I replied, that, if he furvived the fif-
teenth day after the operation, there would be {trong
hopes of his recovery.

On the thirteenth he died ; and, on the fixteenth,
" the Captain, looking me ftedfaftly in the face,
“ Well, Ives, how fares it with my boy ¢ Dif-
covering the truth from my filence, he cried bitterly,
{queezed my hand, and begged me to leave him for
one half-hour. 'When I returned, he appeared,
as he ever after did, perfectly calm and ferere. :

The excellent youth had been delirious the even-
ing before his death ; and, at two o’clock in the
morning, he fent me a note written with a pencil,

of
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of which the following is a copy. ¢ Mr. Ives®
will confider the diforder a fon muft be in, when
he is dying, and is yetin doubt about his father.—
If Mr. Ives is not too bufy to honour this note,
which nothing but the greateft uneafinefs could
draw from me—The boy waits an anfwer.”

I immediately repaired to him ; and he had ftill
fenfe enough toknow me. He then faid, “ And ishe
dead ’—** Who, my dear ¢”’—* My father, Sir.””
—<¢ No, my love ; nor is he in any danger ; he is
almoft well.”—¢¢ I thank Goed: Iam now {atisfied,
and am ready to die.”

He had a locked jaw, and was in great pain,
but I underftood every word he uttered. He begged
my pardon for having difturbed me at fo early an
hour ; and, before the day was ended, he furren-
dered a life that deferved to be immortal.

¢ Does peace afford any fcene,” fays Lord
Kaimes, ¢ that can compare with this, in meving
our fympathetic feelings ¢

Ms CHAP.
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CHTIA P, | LXXVI,

A COMPARISON BETWEEN WAR AND PEACE.

RIENDSHIP is, in peace, cool and languid ;
but, in a war for glory, exerts the whole fire
of its enthufiafm.

The long and bloody war, fuftained by the
Netherlanders, againft the tyrant of Spain, made
even Dutchmen heroes.  They forced their way to
the Indies, during the hotteft period of the war ;
and gained, by commerce, what fupported them
agamﬁ their ferocious enemy.

What have they gained fince by peace } Their
immenfe commerce has eradicated patriotifm, and
every appetlte but wealth. Had their violated rights
been reftored without a ftruggle, they would have
continued a nation of frogs and fithermen.

The Swifs, by continual ftruggles for hberty,
again{t the potent houfe of Auftria, became a brave
and altive people. Their federal union has fecured
to them peace and tranquility ; which, notwith-
{tanding their mountainous fituation, would have
funk them into effeminacy, but for a commerce
they carry on of hiring out their men for foldiers.

Monks are commonly pufillanimous. Their
way.of life, which removes them from danger, en-
ervates the mind, and renders them fpiritlefs and

cowarlly., .
Indultry,
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Induftry, manufactures, and wealth are the fruits
of peace. But advert to what follows. Luxury,
a never-failing concomitant of wealth, is a flow
poifon, that debilitates men, and renders them in-
capable of any great effort. Courage, magnanimity,
and heroifm, come to be ranked among the mira-
cles, that are fuppofed never to have exifted but in
fable ; and the fathionable propenfities of {enfuality,
avarice, cunning, and diffimulation, engrofs the
mind. In a word, man, by conftant profperity and
peace, degenerates into a mean, impotent, and
{elfith animal.

War ferves to drain the country of idlers, few of
whom are innocent, and many not a little mifchiev-
ous. In the years 1759 and 1760, when we were
at war with France, th.re were but twenty-nine
criminals condemned at the Old Bailey.  In the
years 1770 and 1771, when we were at peace with
all the world, the criminals condemned there
amounted to one hundred and fifty-one.

Woar, however, when not under proper regula-
tions, isa dreadful thing. The condition of Europe

was deplorable in the dark ages, when vaffals alfu-
med the privilege of waging war, without confent of

the fovereign. Deadly feuds prevailed univerfally,
and threatened diffolution of all government. The
human race never were in a more woeful condition.
But anarchy never fails, foon or late, to rectify
itfelf, which effeminacy, produced by long peace,
M 6 never
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mever doess  Revenge and cruelty, it is true, are
the fruits of war. So likewife are firmnefs of mind
and undaunted courage ; which are exerted with
better will, in behalf of virtue, than of revenge.

The crufades gave a new turn to the fierce man-
ners of our anceftors. A religious enterprife, uni-
ting numbers formerly at variance, enlarged the
fphere of focial affeGion, and fweetened the man-
ners of Chriftians to one another.

"Thefe crufades filled Europe with heroes, who,
at home, were ready for any new enterprize, that
promifed laurels.

Moved with the horror of deadly feuds, they
joined in bonds of chivalry, for fuccouring the dif-
trefled, for redrefling wrongs, and for protecting
widows and orphans. Such heroifm inflamed every
one, who was fond of glory and warlike atchieve-
ments.  Chivalry was relithed by men of birth ;
and even kings were proud to be of the order.

Aninftitution, blending together valour, religion,
and gallantry, was wonderfully agreeable to a mar-
tial people; and humanity and gentlenefs could not
but prevail in a fociety, whofe profeflion it was to
fuccour every perfon in diftrefs. As glory and
bonour were the only withed for recompence,
chivalry was efteemed the fchool of honour, of
truth, and of fidelity.

It is true, that the enthufiafm of prote&ing
widows and orphans, degenerated fometimes into

€%~
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extravagance ; witnefs knights, who wandered about
in queft of adventures. But it would be unfair to
condemn the whole order, becaufe a few of their
‘number were extravagant. The true {pirit of chival-
ry produced a fignal reformation in the manners of
Europe. To what other caufe can we {o juftly
afcribe the point of honour, and that humanity in
war, which chara&erize modern manners i % Are
peace, luxury, and felfithnefs, capable of producing
fuch effets ?

Upon the whole, perpetual war is bad, becaufe
1t converts men into beafts of prey. Perpetual
peace is no better, becaufe it converts men into
beafts of burden. To prevent fuch woeful degene-
racy on both hands, war and peace alternately are
the only effe€tual means; and thefe means are
adopted by Providence.

% Dr, Robertfon’s Hiftory of Charles V,

CHAP,
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CiH AP, IIXX VI

ON THE VIGOUR OF MIND, WHICH THE ENG=-
LISH CONSTITUTION INSPIRES.

M ONTESQUIEU, in a warm panegyric on

the Englith conftitution, has overlooked one
particular in which it is fuperior to every other
monarchy ; and that is, the frequent opportunities
it affords to exert mental powers and talents. What
agitation among the candidates, and their eletors,
on the approach of a new parliament! What free-
dom of fpeech and eloguence in parliament! Mini-
{ters and their meafures are laid open to the world,
the nation is kept alive, and infpired with a vigour
of mind that tends to heroifm !

This govel:nment, it is true, generates faltions,
which fometimes generate revolutions. - But the
golden age, fo lufcioufly defcribed by poets, would
to man be worfe than an iron age. = At any rate,
it is better to have a government liable to {torms,
than to feek for quiet in the dead calm of defpo-
tifm.

¢« Many writers,” fays a profound politician,*
¢¢ have faid a great deal on thofe factions which de-
firoyed Rome. But they want the penctration to
fee, that thofe faGtions were neceflary ; that they had

always fubfifted, and ever muft have fubfifted. It

was
* Montefquieus.
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was the grandeur of the flate, which alone ocea-
fioned the evil, and changed into civil wars the’
tumults of the people. There muft of neceflity
have been fa&ions in Rome: {or, how was it
pofiible, that thofe who abroad fubdued all by theix
vndaunted bravery, and by the terror of their arms,-
{hould live in peace and moderation at home ? To
look for a people, in a free ftate, who are intrepid
in war, and, at the fame time, timid in peace, is
to look for an impofiibility-; and we may hold it as
a general rule, that, in a ftate which profeffes a
republican form of government, if the people are
quiet and peaceable, there is no real liberty.”

CH AP ' EXXVIIH

O.N "PATRIOTLS M.,

IT is fo ordered by providence, that a man’s
country and his countrymen, are to him, in
conjun&ion, an obje&t of a peculiar affetion, term-
ed amor patrie, or patriotifm. "This affe&ion rifes
very high among 2’ people intimately conne&ed by
regular government, by hufbandry, by commerce,
and by a common intereft,

“ QOur parents,” fays an agreeable writer, ¢ ére
dear to us ; foare our children, our relations, and
our friends. All thefe our country comprehends ;

and {hall we fear to die for our country ?”’
In
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In a man of a folitary difpofition, who avoids
fociety, patriotifm cannot abound. He may pof-
fibly have no hatred to his countrymen: but, were
he defirous to {ee them happy, he would live among
them, and-put himfelf in the way of doing gocd.

The affetion a man has-for the place he was
bred in, ought to be diftinguifhed from patriotifm,
being a paffion far inferior, and chiéfly vifible in
* the low people.

A ruftic has few ideas but of external fenfe. His
hut, his wife, his children, the hills, trees, and
rivulets around him, compofc the train of his ideas.
Remove him from thefe objects, and he findsa d.{-
mal vacuity 1n his mind.

Hiftory, poetry, and other fubjecs of literatire,
have no relation to fime nor place.  Horace is as
much relithed in a foreign country, as at home.
The pleafures of converfation depend on - perfons,
not on place. |
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’ CHAP. LXXIX.

. ON PATRIOTISM, AS BEING FAVOURABLE TCO
VIRTUE.

O fource of enjoyment is more plentiful,
than that of patriotifm, where it is the ru-
ling paffion. It triumphs over every felfith motive,
and is a firm fupport to every virtue, In fa&,
wherever it prevails, the morals of the pzople are
found to be pure and correct.
There is, perhaps, only one bad effe¢t of real
patriotifm. It is apt to infpire too great partiality
for our countrymen. This is excufable in the vul-
gar, but unbecoming in men of rank and figure..
The Duke de Montmorenci, after a victory,
treated his prifoners with great humanity. He
yielded his bed to Don Martin of Arragon, fent his
furgeon to drefs his wounds, and vifited him daily.
That Lord, amazed at fo great humanity, faid one
day to the Duke, *¢ Sir, were youa Spaniard, you
would be the greateft man in the univerfe.” Oneis
rather forry to hear it objected to the Englifh, that
they have too much of the Spaniard in their fenti-
ments,

CH A P,
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ON PATRIOTISM, AS THE BULWARK OF
LIBERTY.

ATRIOTISM is the great bulwark of civil
liberty, equally abhorrent of defpotifm on the
one hand, and of licentiousnefs on the other.

While the defpotic government of the Tudor
family fubfifted, the Englith were too much de-
prefled to- have any affetion for their ccuntry. But
when manufaQures and commerce begau to flourifh,
in the latter end of Elizabeth’s reign, a national
{pirit broke forth, and patriotifim made fome figure.
That change of difpofition was perhaps the chief
caufe, though not the moft vifible, of the national
ftruggles for liberty, which were frequent during
~the government of the Stewart family, and which
ended in a free government at the Revolution.

Patriotifm is too much cramped in a very fmall
ftaté, and too much relaxed in an extenfive monar-
chy. It is inflamed by a ftruggle for liberty, by a
civil war, by refifting a potent invader, or by any:
incident that forcibly draws the members of a ftate
~ into {ri& union for the common intereft,

The refolute oppofition of the Dutch to Philip
11. of Spain, in the caufe of liberty, is an illuftri-
ous inftance of the patriotic fpirit rifing to-a degree
of enthufiafm,

Patriotifm

Sailipe



( 259 )

Patriotifm, roufed among the Corficans by the
oppreflion of the Genoefe, exerted itfelf upon every
proper obje&t. Even during the heat of the war,
they erected an univerfity for arts and {ciences, a
national bank, and a national library. Thefe im-
provements would not have been thought of in theic
torpid ftate. Alas! they have fallen a victim to
thirft of power, not to fuperior valour. Had provi-
dence favoufed them with fuccefs, their figure would
have been as confiderable in peace, as in war.

The elevation of fentiment, that a ftruggle for
liberty infpires, is confpicuous in the following in-
cident. = A Corfican being condemned to die for ant
atrocious crime, his nephew, with deep concern,
addrefled Paoli in the following terms. ¢ Sir, if you
~pardon my uncle, his relations will give to the ftate
"2 thoufand zechins, and will furnifh befides fifty
foldiers, during the fiege of Furiali. Let him be
banithed, and he fhall never return.”” Paoli, know-
ing the virtue of the young man, faid, “ You are
acquainted with the circumftances of ‘the cafe : "1
will confent to a pardon, if you can fay asan honeft
man, that it will be juft or honourable for Corfica.”

The young man, hiding his face, burft into tears,
faying, 1 would not have the honour of our
country fold for a thoufand zechiris.”

CHAP.
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C.H AP LXXXIL

'ON EMULATION AS AFFECTING PATRIOTISM,

HERE is a great intricacy in human a&ions,
T Though men are indebted to emulation for
their heroic a&ions, yet fuch aGions never fail to
fupprefs emulation in thofe who follow, A perfon
of {uperior genius, who damps emulation in others,
is a fatal obltruQ@ion to the progrefs of an art j—
witnefs the celebrated Newton, to whom the decay
of mathematical knowledge in Britain is jultly at<
tributed.

The obfervation holds equally, with refpe& to
altion. Thofe a&ions only, which flow from
patriotifin, are deemed grand and heroic ; and fuch
actions, above all others, roufe a national {pirit,
But beware of a Newton in heroifin, Jnftead of
exciting emulation, he will damp it. Defpair ta
equal thofe great men, who are the admiration of all
the world, puts an end to emulation.

After the illuflrious atchievements, and after
the eminent patriotifm of Ariftides, we hear no
more in Greece of emulation or of patriotifm.
Pericles was a man of parts, but he facrificed
Athens to his ambition. The Athenians funk
lower and lower under the Archons, who had nei-
ther parts, nor patriotifm ; and were reduced at laft

- to
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to flavery, firlt by the Macedonians, and next by
the Romans. The Romans ran the {ame courfe,
from the higheft exertions of patriotic emulation,
down to the moft abjedt {elfifhnefs, and effe-
minacy.

CHAP LXXXII.

©ON THE EFEFECT OF FACTION ON: PA-
TRIOTISM.

ACTIOUS diforders in a flate never fail to

relax it; for there the citizen is loft, and

every perfon is beheld in the narrow view of a friend
Or an enemy.

In the contefts between the Patricians and Ple-
beians of Rome, the public was totally difregarded.
The Plebeians could have no heart-affeéion for
a country where they were opprefled ; and’ the
Patricians might be fond of their own order, but
they could not fincerely love their country, while
they were enemies to the bulk of their country-
men. Patriotifm did not fhine forth in Rome,
#ll all equally became citizens.

Between the union of the two crowns of England
and Scotfand, and that of the kingdoms, Scotland
was greatly deprefled. It was governed by a fo-
reign king. "The nobility were tyrants, and the

low
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Yow people were peor and difpirited.  There was
no patriotifim among the former; and as little
among the latter. Hence it appears, that the op-
pofition, in Scotland, to the union of the two
kingdoms, was abfurdly impolitic. The oppofi-
tion ought to have been againft the union of the
two crowns, in order to prevent the government
of a foreign prince. - After being reduced to de-
pendence on another nation, the only remedy was
to ‘become one people, by an union of the king-
doms.. @ ; cate L

C H A P. LXXXIII,

‘ON THE EFFECT OF RICHES ON PATRIOTISM.,

UCCESSFUL commiercéis not more advan-
tageous, by the wealth and power it immedi-
ately beftows, -than it is ultimately hurtful, by in-
troducing luxury and voluptuoulnefs, which
eradicate patrioti{m.

In the capital of a great monarchy, the poifon
of opulenceis fudden ; becaufe opulence there is
feldom acquired by reputable means. The poifon
of commercial opulence is flow, becaufe commerce
feldom enriches without induftry, fagacity, and
fair dealing.

5 . But
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But by whatever means it is acquired, opulence
pever fails, foon or late, to fmother patriotifm
under fenfuality and felfifhnefs.

We learn from Plutarch and other writers, that
the Athenians who had long enjoyed the funthine
of commerce, were extremely corrupt in the days
of Philip, and of his fon Alexander. Even their
chief patriot and orator, a profeffed champion for
independence, was not proof againft bribes.

While Alexander was profecuting his conquefts
in India, Harpalus, to whom his immenfe trea-
fure was intrufted, fled with the whole to Athens.
Demofthenes advifed his fcllow-citizens to expel
him, that they might not incur Alexander’s dif-
pleafure. Among other things’ of value, there was
the King’s cup of mafly gold, curioufly engraved
Demofthenes, {urveying it with a grecdy eye afked
Harpalus what it weighed. - To you, faid Harpalus
{miling, it {hall weigh twenty talents; and that
very night, he f{ent privately to Demofthenes, twenty
talents with the cup. Demofthenes next day, came
into the affembly with a cloth rolled about his neck,
and, his opinion being demanded about Harpalus,
he made figns that he had loft his voice.

The Portuguefe, inflamed with love to their
conntry, having difcovered a paffage to the Indies
by the Cape of Good Hope, made great and im-
portant fettlements in that very diftant part of the -

globe.  Of their immenfe commerce there, we

can
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can {carce find a parallel in any age or country.
Prodigious riches in gold, precious ftones, fpices,
perfumes, drugs, and manufactures, were annu-
ally imported into Lifbon, from their fettlements on
the coafts of Malabar and Coromandel, from
the kingdoms of Camboya, Decan,  Malacca,
Patana, Siam, China, and from the iflands of Cey-
~ lon, Sumatra, Java, Borneo, Moluccas, and Japan.
To Lifbon all the nations in Europe reforted for
thefe valuable commodities.

But the downfal of the Portuguefe was no lefs
rapid, than their exaltation. Unbounded power,
and immenfe wealth, foon produced a total cor-
ruption of manners.  If fincere piety, exalted cou-
rage, and indefatigable induftry, made the original
adventurers more than men ; indolence, fenfuality
and effeminacy, rendered their fucceflors lefs than
women. Unhappy it was for them to be attacked,
at that critical time, by the Dutch, who, in defence
of liberty againft the tyranny of Spain, were in-
flamed with love to their country.

The Dutch, originally, from their fituation, a
temperate and induftrious people, became heroes
in the caufe of liberty ; and patriotifm was their
ruling paffion.  Profperous commerce diffufed
wealth through every corner ; and yet fuch was the
inherent virtue of that people, that their patriotifim
refifted, for a very lbng time, the contagion of
wealth, But, as the appetite for riches increafes

with
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with their quantity, patriotifm funk in proportion,
till it was totally extinguithed ; and, now the Dutch
mever think of their country, unlefs as fubfer-
vient to private intereft.

With refpeét to the Dutch Eaft Tudia company
in particular, it was indebted for its profperity to
the fidelity and frugality of its fervants, and to the
patriotifm of all. But thefe virtues were under-
mined, and at laft eradicated, by luxury, which
Europeans feldom refift in a hot climate. People:
~go from Eurepe in the fervice of the company,
bent beforehand to make their fortune per. fus aus
nefas* 5 and their diftance from their mafters
renders every check abortive.

The decay of the power and commerce of the
Portuguefe hath reduced them to a much lower
ftate, than when they rofe as it were, out of nothing.
At that time they were poor, but innocent. At
_prefent they are poor, but corrupted with many
vices. 'Their pride, in particular, Twells as high,
as when they were mafters of the Indies.

There is one obvious meafure for reviving the
Portuguefe trade in India; but they have not
fo much vigour of mind remaining, as eyen to
think of \it. They ftill poflefs, in that country,
the town and territory of Goa, the town and
territory of Diu, with {fome other posts, all ad-
mirably fituated for trade. What flands in the

way but indolence merely, againft declaring the

N places

& By right or wrong.
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places mentioned free ports, with liberty of con-
fcience to traders of whatever religion ¢ Free
traders flocking there, under the proteGtion of the
Portugefe, would undermine the Dutch and Eng-
lith companies, which cannot trade upon an equal
footing with private merchants ; and by that
means, the Protuguefe trade might again flourith.
But that people are not yet brought fo low as to
be compelled to change their manners, though
reduced to depend on their neighbours, even for
common neceflaries.

The gold and diamonds of Brafil, are a plague
that corrupt all. . Spain and Portugal afford ufe-
ful political leflons. The latter has been ruined
by opulence ; the former by taxes, nolefs impolitic
than oppreflive.

To enable thefe nations to recommence their
former courfe, or.any other nation in the fame con-
dition, no mean can prove effeCtual, but pinching
poverty. Commerce and manufaures, taking
wing, may leave a country in a very diftrefled con-
dition. But a people may be very diftrefled, and
yet very vicious; for vices generated by opulence
are not foon cradicated.  And, though other vices
fhould at laft vanifh with the temptations that
promoted them, indolence and pufillanimity will
remain for ever, unlefs by fome powerful caufe the
oppofite virtues, be introduced.

A very
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A very poor man, however indolent, will be
tempted, for bread, to exert fome aétivity; and
he may be trained gradually from lefs to more by
the fame means. Adtivity, at the fame time,
produces bodily ftrength, which will reftore cour-
age and boldnefs. By fuch means a nation may be
put in motion, with the fame advantages it had
orginally; and its fecond progrefs may prove as fuc-

cefsful as the firft.

Thus nations go round in a circle. The firft
part of the progrefs is verified in a thoufand in-
ftances ; but the world has not fubfifted long enough
to afford any clear inftance of the other.

A gentleman, who lately refided a confiderable
time at Liflon, for the fake of his health, gives
a very humiliating account of the Portuguefe na-
tion, in the following letter, * Nothing but ocular
demonftration could have convinced me, that the
human fpecies may be depraved to the degree that
is exemplified in this country. ~Whether with
regard to politics, ntorals, arts, or focial intercourfe,
itis equally defe&ive. In fhort, excepting the
mere eclementary benefits of earth and air, this
country is in the loweft ftate. Will you believe
that I found not a fingle man, who could inform
me of the price of land ;—very few, who had any
notion, to what value the product of their country
extends, or of its colonies ;—and not one, able to

N point
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point out the means of reviving Portugal from its
prefent defponding condition.

With refpect to a general plan of legiflation, there
is none ; unlefs the caprices of an ignorant defpot
may be termed fuch, or the projects of a defign-
ing minifter, conftantly, endeavouring to deprefs
the nobility, and to beggar the other orders of the
ftate. This the Marquis Pombal has at length
completed. He has left the crown poffeffed of a
third part of the landed property, the church enjoy-
ing another third, and the remainder only in pof-
{eflion of an indigent nobility and their vaflals.
He has fubjeed every branch of commerce to mi-
nifterial emoluments, and fixed judicial proceed-
ings, both civil and criminal, on the fluCtuating
bafis of his own intereft or inclination.

Take an inftance of their law. A fmall pro- -
prietor having land adjoining to, or intermixed
with, the iand of a great proprietor, is obliged to
fell his pofleflion, if the other wifhes to have it.
In the cafe of feveral competitors to the fucceffion
of land, it is the endeavour of each to feize the
pofleflion, well knowing that pofleffion is com-
monly held the beft title; and, at any rate, that
there is no claim for rents, during the time of liti-
gation.

All the corn growing in Eftremadura muft be

fold at Lifbons A tenth of all fales, rents, wages,
&ec.
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&c. goes to the ng Thefe inftances are, I
* think, fufficient to give a notion of the prefent
{tate of the kingdom, and of the merits of Pombal,
who has long had the reins in his hands as firlt
minifter, and who may juftly boaft of having freed
his countrymen from the dread of becoming more
wretched than they are at prefent. ¢ I am,” &c.

C H-A P. LXXXIV.

AN ILLUSTRIOUS EXAMPLE OF PATRIOTISM,
IN A NEGRO PRINCE,

UCH regard is paid to the royal blood in Fouli,

a negro kingdom of Africa, that no man can

fucceed to the crown, but one who is conneéted

with the firft monarch, by an uninterrupted chain

of females. A connection by males would give

no fecurity, as the women of that country are prone
to gallantry.

In the laft century, the Prmce of Sambaboa,
the King’s nephew by his fifter, was invefted with
the dignity of Kamalingo, a dignity appropriated
to the prefumptive heir. A liberal and generous
mind, with undaunted courage, rivetted him in
the affections of the nobility and people. They\
rejoiced in the expectation of having him for their
King. But their expe@ation was blafted. The
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King, fond of his children, ventured a bold meac
fure, which was to inveft his eldeft fon with the
dignity of Kamalingo, and to declare him heir to
the crown. Though the prince of Sambaboa had,
in his favour, the laws of the kingdom, and the
hearts of the people, yet he retired in filence to
avoid a civil war. He could not, however, pre-
vent men of rank from flocking to him; which,
being interpreted a rebellion, the King raifed an
army, vowing to put them all to the fword. ‘
As the King advanced, the Prince retired , refoly-
ing notto draw his fword againft an uncle, whom
he was accuftomed to call father. But, finding
that the command of the army was beftowed on
his rival, he made ready for battle. The Prince
obialned a complete viGtory; but his heart was
not elated.  The horrors of a civil war ftared him
in the face. He bid farewell to his friends, dif-
mitled his army, and retired into a neighbouring
kingdom ; relying on the affeions of his people

to be placed on the throne after his uncle’s death,
During his banithment, which continued thirty
tedious years, frequent attempts upon his life put
his temper to a fevere trial ; for, while he exifted,
the king had no hopes that his fon would reign in
peace. He had the fortitude to furmount every
trial ; when, in the year 1702, beginning to. yield
{0
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to age and misfortunes, his uncle died.  His coufin
was depofed ; and he was called, by the unanimous
voice of the nobles, to reign over a people who
adored him,

C: AP TRXKV,

ON THE DISADVANTAGES OF A GREAT CITY.

iN all ages an opinion has been prevalent, that 2
-4 great city is a great evil; and that a capital
may be too great for the ftate, asa head may be
for the body.

People born and bred ina great city are common-
1y weak and effeminate. Vegetius obferving, that
‘men bred to hufbandry make the beft foldiers, adds
what follows. «¢ But {fometimes thére is a neceffity
for arming the townfpeople, and calling them out
to fervice. When this is the cale, it ought to be
the firft care, to inure them to labour, to march
them up and down the country, to make them
carry heavy burdens, and to harden them. againt
the weather. Their food fhould be coarfe and
fcanty, and they fhould be habituated to fleep
alternately in their tents, and in the open air. Then
is the time to inftru& them in the exercife of their
arms. _1f the expedition is a diftant one, they-
{hould be chiefly employed in the ftations of pofts

N 4 ot
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or exprefles, and removed as much as pofiible from
the dangerous allurements that abound in large
cities ; that thus they may be invigorated both in
mind and body.”

The Iuxury of 3 great city defcends from the
higheft to the loweft, infe@ting all ranks of men ;
and there is little opportunity in it for fuch exer-
cife, as to render the body vigorous and robuft.

With regard to morality ; virtue is exerted chief. -
ly in reftraint, and vice, in’ giving freedom to defire.
Moderation and felf-command form a chara&es
the moft fufceptible of virtue. Superfluity of ani-
mal fpirits, and love of pleafure, form a chara&er
the moft liable to vice. Low vices, pilfering for .
example, or lying, draw few or no imitators ; but
vices, that indicate a foul above reftraint, produce’
many admirers. 3

Where a man boldly ftruggles againft unlawfil
reftraint, heis juftly applauded and imitated ; and
the vulgar are not apt to diftinguifth nicely between
lawful and unlawful reftraint. The boldnefs-is
vifible, and they pierce no deeper. Itis the unruly
boy, full of animal fpirits, who at public {chool is
admired and imitated ; not the virtuous and
modeft. :

| Vices, accordingly, that fhow {pirit, are ex-
tremely infectious ; virtue very little fo. Hence

the corruption of a great city, which increafes
more
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more and muore, in porportion to the number of
inhabitants.

When confidered in a political light, a great
town is a profeffed enemy to the free circulation of
money. The current coin is accumulated in the
capital, and diftant provinces muft {ink into diftrefs;
for without ready money, neither arts nor manu-
faGtures can flourith. Thus we find lefs and lefs
a&ivity, in proportion commonly to the diftance
from the capital; and an abfolute torpor in the
extremities. :

The city of Milan affords a good proof of this

obfervation. The money that the Emperor of

Germany draws from it in taxes is carried to Vien-
na. Not a farthing isleft, but what is barely {uf-
ficient to defray the expence of government.
Manufactures and - commerce have gradually
declined: in proportion to the fcarcity of money ;
and the above mentioned city, which, in the lalt
century, contained 300,000 inhabitants, cannot
now mufter above go,000. :
Money, accumulated in the capital raifes the
pnce of labour. The temptation of high wages,
in a great city, robs the country of its beft hands.
And, as they who refort to the capital are com-
monly young people, who remove as foon as they
are fit for work, diftant provinces are burdened
with their maintenance, without reaping any be-

ncht by their labour.

N s A B
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But the worlt effe® of a great city, is the pre-
venting of population, by fhortening the lives of its
inhabitants. Does a capital fwell in proportion
to the numbers that are drained from the country ?
Far from it. The air of a populous city s in-
feéted by multitudes crouded together ; and people
there feldom make out the ufual time of life.

With refpe& to London in particular, the fac
cannot be diffembled. The burials in that ime-
menfe city greatly exceed the births, The dif-
ference, fome affirm, to be no lefs than 10,000
yearly. By the moft moderate computation, it is
" not under feven or cight thoufand. As London
1s far from being on the decline, that number muft
be fupplied by the country ; and the annual fupply
amounts probably to a greater number, than were
wanted annually for recruiting our armies and
navies in the late war with France, If fo, London
is a greater enemy to population, than 2 .bloody
war would be, fuppofing it even to be perpetual.
‘What an enormous tax is Britain thus fubje&ted to
for fupporting her capital ! The rearing and edu-
cating yearly, for London, feven or eight thoufand
perfons, require an immenfe fum.

In Paris, if the bills of mortality can be relied
on, the births and burials are nearly equal, being
each of them about 19,000 yearly; and, accord-
g to that computation, Paris thould need no re-

cruits



(275 )

cruits from the country. Butin that city, the bills
of mortality cannot be depended on for burials.
It is there the univerfal practice, both of high and
low, to have their infants nurfed in the country,
till they be three years of age; and confequently
thofe who die before that agé, are not regiftered.
~ What proportion thefe bear to the whole is uncer-
tain. But a conjecture may be made from fuch as
die in London, before the age of three, which are
computed to be one half of the whole that die*.

Now, giving the utmolt allowance for the
healthinefs of the country, above that of a town,
children from Paris that die in the country, before
the age of three, cannot be brounght fo low, as a
third of thofe who die.

On the other hand, the London bills of mortality
are lefs to be depended on for births, than for
burials. None are regiftered but infants baptifed
by clergymen of the Englith church. The nu-
merous children, therefore, of Papifts, Diffenters,
and other fe&aries, arc generally left out of the
account.

Giving full allowance, however, for children,
who are not brought into the London bills of
mortality, there is the higheft probability, that a
greater number of children are born in Paris, than
in London; and confequently, that the former

requircs fewer recruits from the country than the
N 6 latter.

% Dr. Price,
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latter. In Paris, domeftic {ervants are encouraged
.t marry. They are obferved to be more fettled
than when bachelors, and more attentive to their
duty. In London, fuch marriages are difcouraged,
as rendering a fervant more attentive to his own
family, than to that of his mafter. But a fervant,
attentive to his own family, will not, for his own
fake, negle that of hismafter. At any rate, is he
net more to be depended on, than a fervant, who
continues fingle ? What can be expe&ted of idle
and pampered bachelors, but diffipated and ir-
regular lives.

The poor-laws, in England, have often been
called the folio of corruption. Bachelor-fervants in
London, then, may well be confidered as a large
appendix.  The poor-laws indeed make the chicf
difference between Paris and London, with refpet
to the prefent point. ,

In Paris, certain funds are eftablithed .for the

poor, the yearly produce of which admits but a
limited number. As that fund is always pre-occu-

pied, the low people who are not on the lift, have
little or no profpect of bread, but from their own
induftry ; and to the-indufirious, marriage is in”
great meafure neceffary.

In London, a parifh is taxed, in proportion to
the number of its poor ; and every perfon, who is
pleafed to be idle, is entitled to maintenance.
Moft things thrive by encouragement, and idlenefs

above
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above all. Certainty of maintenance, renders the
low people in England idle and profligate ; efpecially
in London, where luxury prevails, and infects every
rank. So infolent are the London poor, that {carce
one of them will condefcend to eat brown .bread.
There are accordingly, in London, a much greater
number of idle and profligate wretches, than in
* Paris, or in any other town, in proportion to the
number of inhabitants. ¢ Thefe wretches,” in
Do&or Swift’s ftyle, ¢ never think of pofterity, be-
caufe pofterity never thinks of them.” Men who
hunt after pleafure, and live from day to day, have
no notion of fubmitting to the burden of a family.

Another objection to an overgrown capital is,
that by numbers and riches, it hasa diftrefling influ-
ence in public affairs. The populace are ductile,and
eafily mifled by ambitiousand defigning magiftrates.
Nor are there wanting critical times, in which fuch
magiftrates, acquiring artificial influence, may have
power to difturb the public peace. That an over-
grown capital may prove dangerous to fovereignty,
has more than once been experienced both in Paris
and London.

The French and Englith are often zealoufly dif-
puting about the extent of their capitals, as if the
profperity of their country depended on that cir-
cumftance. It would be as rational to glory in any

contagious di{’cemper They would be much better
employed, in contriving means for leflening thefe
cities.
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cities. There is not a political meafure that would
tend more to aggrandize the kingdom of France, cr
of Britain, than to fplit their capitals into feveral
great towns.

With regard to London,* my plan would be to
limit the inhabitants to 100,000, compofed of the
King and his houfehold, fupreme courts of juftice,
government-boards, prime nobility and gentry,
with neceffary thop-keepers, artifts, and other de-
pendents.  Let the reft of the inhabitants be diftri-
buted into nine towns properly fituated, fome for
internal commerce, fome for foreign.  Such a plan
would diffufe life and vigour through every corner
of the ifland. : LY

The two great citicsof London and Weltminfter
are extremely 1ll fitted for local union, The latter,
the feat of government and of the noblefle, infeSts
the former with luxury, and with love of fhow.
The former, the feat of commerce, infe&s the lat-
ter with love of gain. The mixture of thefe oppo-
ite paflions is productive of every groveling vice.

* Lord Kaimes,

€ HAP,
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€ HA P LXXXVI,

ON AGRICULTURE.

HA'T we are {laves to fathion, is an old ob-
{ervation, and unfortunately for us it is a very
true one. 'T'hat {pirit of levity and inconftancy,
which produces continual changes in our manners
and morals, 1s no longer confined to the limits of
France, its native country. It has diffufed itfelf
over all Europe. It has infe&ted almoft all na-
tions._

Fafhion, when it is content to regulate the ex-
terior and frivolous, is a matter of great indifference
with refpeét to morality. But it now no longer
confines itfelf within that fphere. It extends its
empire over the arts and {ciences. Ifa few geniufes
chance toacquirereputation by any particular branch
of knowledge, people, ingeneral, immediately ap-
ply themfelves to it, without confidering whether
it deferves the pains they beftow upon it.

We have feen the reigns of deep erudition, wit,
and geometry, pafs {ucceflively away. 'That of
philofophy, and particularly natural philofophy,
rules the prefent age.  When thofe tranfient reions
are over, one is often {urprifed at the high value fet
upon certain parts of knowledge, which, in fa&,
deferve but a moderate efteem,

There
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There cannot be a ftronger proof of the unrea-
fonablenefs of thefe viciffitudes, than what has hap<
pened to the moft neceflary and moft ufeful of arts,
agriculture. ;

- Among the Gothic remains of a military govern-
ment, we prized only the talents calculated for war.
Hufbandry was abandoned to a fet of degraded
flaves, whofe low condition caft a refle€tion on the
very occupations they exercifed.

In the time of a polite court, the miftaken deli-
cacy of a courtier immerfed in effeminacy, defpifed
every thing that did not bear the ftamp of that re-.
fined luxury, which was the chara&eriftic of the
age. Nothing was more ridiculous than a country
gentleman.  Nothing terrified the nobility more,
than the fad neceflity of retiring to their country feats,
and infpecting the culture of their lands. A manwho
is {fenfible that he is bleft with fufficient talents, and
who has opportunities of ferving his country, would
doubtlefs neglect his duty, in burying himfelf in a
rural retreat.

Of late years, the public feem to difcard thofe
unjuft prejudices.  Philofophers ftudy agriculture,
and meet with encouragement from the great. But,
as men are fond of extremes, too great a {trefs is
perhaps laid upon thisart, and too much expe@ed
from its improvement, We have authors, who
preach up nothing but agriculture ; who declaim
againft philofophy, literature, the fine arts, manu-

faltures,
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faCtures, and commerce, and who reduce almoft
every clafs of men to that of farmers ; who propofe
the eftablifhment of academies, with the appoint-
ment of even minifters of ftate, whofe fole employ-
ment thould be on obje&s of hufbandry.

By following thofe fentiments in their extremes,
we fhould foon fee the ages of barbari{in return.
With a talte turned to agriculture only, and with
that military fyftem, which prevails in Europe; we
fhould foon be a troop of Goths and Vandals.

"The happinefs of a people does not require every
clafs of them to devote themfelves to hufbandry. It
is fufficient, if they, who are deftined to it, meet
with protection, and encouragement.

\

CH AP, LXXXVIL

OF AGRICULTURE AMONG THE ANCIENTS.

AGRICULTURE was held in high efteem by
the ancients. Not to fpeak of thofe early
ages, when a grofs fimplicity rendered people in-
fenfible to the charms of the pleafing arts, and fuf-
fered them to exercife only the neceflary ones; we
find, in the moft enlightened ages, works upon
hufbandry, compofed by the greateft men, whofe
high ftation proves the value that was fet upon the
art they taught. ,
Xenophon,
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Xenophon, equally diftinguithed in philofophy
as in arms, read, in the middle of Athens, le&ures
on agriculture.  Hiero, king of Syracufe, did not
think it beneath himfelf to inftru& his fubjects, by
writingupon (o ufeful anart. The chiefs of the two
greateft republics in the world, Cato of Rome, and
Mago of Carthage, are, in the opinion of theancients,
the moft celebrated writers upon this fubject.

Amidft the Afiatic luxury, and that of the Ro-
man empire, we find valuable treatifes upon huf-
bandry, compofed by Attalus, king of Pergamus,
by Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, by Valerius
Afiaticus, a man judged worthy of the empire after
the death of Caligula, and by the emperor Albinus.
The Romans were more interefted in the progrefs
of agriculture, than any other nation in the world.
Italy, covered with the vaft and {uperb villas of the
great men of Rome, and peopled with an immenfe
number of inhabitants, enjoyed enly a precarious
fubfiftence.  She was forced to draw the neceffarics
of life from the neighbouring provinces, - when her
fields could no longer maintain her inhabitants.

Several events taught the Romans the advantages
ofa country, which receives its fuftenance from its
awn {oil. ~ The younger Pompey, by making him-
felf matter of Sicily, reduced Auguftus to the brink
of ruinj and that emperor, fenfible of the impor-
tance of the granaries of Italy, made alaw, where-

bw
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by he forbad the fenators to enter into Egypt. A
contrary wind, or a ftorm, which prevented the
arrival of fhips with corn, made the malters of the
world tremble for their lives. The lealt revolt
would have ftarved them. This precarious fub-
fitence of fome provinces, was perhaps one reafon
of the amazing weaknefs of the Roman empire,
which rendered it a prey to fwarms of the northern
barbarians.

The depopulation of the Roman provinces, occa=
fioned by thofe deftru&ive invafions, was as fatal
to agriculture, as to the reft of the arts and {ciences.
Thofe conquering barbarians were either fhepherds,
or huntfmen, like the prefent Tartars and the fava-
ges of America. They contented them{elves with
enjoying, without labour or trouble, vaft defarts
which they acquired by their arms. "They culti-
vated, fuperficially only, a fpot of ground near their
habitations.

The revival of the arts, and the increafe of com-
merce, augmented by degrees the number of the
inhabitants of Europe. Large cities were built.
Paftures, cattle, and hunting, being no longer fuf-
ficient to maintain the now numerous people, it was
found neceflary to return to hufbandry, to clear the
forefts, and plow up the heaths, and commons.

Colen Fi
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CHAP., LXXXVIIL

OF ‘AVGRfCULTURE AMONC: THE MODERNS.

AFTER the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, num-
bers of ingenious men turned their thoughts
towards natural hiftory, and to perfe&t arts and -
agriculture. :

‘The Swedes, who inhabit a country naturally
barren inits foil, cramped, and confined in its trade,
have made fuccefsful efforts to corre@ the defe@s of
their northern climate.  The memoirs of Stock-
holm will be an everlafting monument of the patri-
otic fpmt of the greateft and moft illuftrious perfo-
nages, in that magnanimous nation.

In France, philofophers have made experiments
in hufbandry, to which their fovereign, like the
emperor of China, has vouchfafed to lend his affif=
- tance. The greateft men in the kingdom have in-
terefted themfelves in the matter. Their Acade-
mies have crowned with applaufe thofe works,
which inftru& us in the culture of vines, the naturs
of wool, of turf, and of tiie dlﬁempers mcxdent to
corn.

In Germany and Sweden, leGtures upon agri-
culture are read in the univerfities ; and the youth
of thofe countries enjoy the advantage of gaining,
while they rummage over heaps of {cholattic Jearn-

Ing,,
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‘ing, at leaft fome knowledge of real ufe in life.
‘The officers of the king of Sweden do not think it
beneath them to fill the chairs of thofe univerfities,
whilft the German nobility chufe rather to faunter
away their time 1dly, in an antichamber, than te
labour for the good of their country.

The King of Pruffia, ever great in all his views,
found the way to oblige his fubjeés to qualify them-
felves for his fervice, at leaft for preferment 1n it,
by the {’cudv of agriculture.

In the univerfity of Edinburgh, a profeflor was
lately appointed to read leGures on agriculture, if
which the Scotch, for feveral years paft, have made
very confiderable progrefs.

Swift makes Gulliver relate to one of the kings of
his imaginary country all the artifices of the Euro-
pean {yftem of politics. ¢ If,”” anfwers the king,
after hearing him with great indifference, ¢ I had
a man, who knew how to make two ears of corn
grow, where but one grew before, I fhould efteem
him more than all your fine politicians put to-
gether.”’

It isto the Englifh that the firft progrefs of good
agriculture is owing. The dearths, formerly fo
frequent in England, fhewed this commercial and
warlike people, that in order to execute their great
defigns of trade, they muft firlt fecure to themfelves -
2 fubfiftence independent of their neighbous.

After
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After the long civil war between the unfortunate
Charles I. and his parliament, England being ex-
haufted, ftrenuous endeavours were made to repair
her lofles by an extenfive commerce ; and in order
to eftablith that commerce, good agriculture was
made its bafts. The learned eradicated old preju-
dices, by introducing better methods ; while the
government made regulations favourable to the far-
mers. From that epoch may be dated the gran~
deur, theriches, and the power of England.

It is known, that a middling harveft in this
country furnifhes fufficient” food for its numerous
inhabitants for three years, and a good one, for five.
~ England can by that means employ an infinite num-
ber of hands in arts and manufactures, as well as
in the army and navy, without fear of wanting
neceffafies. ¢ That fear,” as a modern writer
affirms, “ has, for a century paft, ftopt France in
the middle of her conquefts. Either an actual, or
an impending dearth forces her to make peace.
'We know with what immenfe quantities of corn
the Englith have, for many years paft, furnifhed
fome provinces of France. Peace alone fecures
that refource. Dearths weaken and depopulate
Spain; and thofe dearths are owing both to the
difcouragements the hufbandman labours under, and
to the melancholy ftate of neglected agriculture"’

CHAP,
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MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS ON AGRICULTURE,

AND, in order to be fruitful, requires that
the produftions expe@ed from it be fuited to
its nature. It is well known that all plants do not
thrive equally in all foils. The experiments upon
the feveral forts of wheat, which grow in foreign
countries, have not been fufficiently varied. The
Syrian wheat {ucceeds very well in Germany. In
Sweden feveral forts of buck-wheat, brought from
Siberia, are cultivated with advantage.  If it were
‘not for a kind of large millet, the fandy plains of
Mefopotamia would not be fufficient for the fup-
port of their inhabitants.

The countries, where the climate permits the
culture of rice, enjoy a great advantage. A fingle
acre of land, planted with rice, feeds eight peafants
in China.

Maize affords a ftill more healthy, and more abun-
dantnourifhment. ‘A favage, goingto war, eafily car-
rieshisprovifion with him for two months. In Pied-
mont, this kind of corn is the principal food of the
common people ; and in the neighbourhood of the
Rhine, i places, where it was difficult to raife
wheat, vaft ficlds are covered with maize, and this
culture occafions 2 profitable trade, in the exchange

5 of
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of cattle fattened by the maize, for the wheat which
the adjacent diftricts produce in great abundance.

There are vegetables, which fupply the place of
corn, or at leaft alleviate the want of it. A cer-
tain plant, brought from America, feeds the com-
mon people even in the depths of the north, where
one would have expected it to bea ftranger. It is
to be prefumed, thateven the moft diftant climates
have natural produ&xons, which ‘might be familia-
rized with ours.

"There can be no doubt, but that the culture of
the molt neceflary of all provifions deferves our firft
attention. But in places, which are not favourable
to the growth of corn, or which abound in it, might
we not cultivate a greater proportion of thofe plants,
which are abfolutely neceffary for our trade and
manufactures ! Hemp and flax are become almoft
as neceflary to us as bread. Wet foils produce
little corn, and ‘madder is fond of them. Some
provinces of France, and fome diftricts of Germany,
have gained riches by woad and the greening-
weed.

All our fruit-trees are originally the produétions
of foreign countries. Our gloomy climates natu-
rally produce none but wild fruits. We are rich
only by the {poils of Afia. ' The vaft regions of
America fpread before us a great varicty of excellent
fruits, which we may accuftom to our foil. Hither-

B 9
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to we have exhaufted only her mines. Let ug alflo
accept of her more ufeful, and lefs dangerous
offers. |

The vine is an important obje& in general agri-
culture. Notwithftanding its importance, it is far
from being brought to perfe@ion. The great va-
riety of vines natural to the fouthern countries, is
only an ornament in the gardens of our curious,
without being ufed to meliorate our wine, Our
Tove of pleafure joined with the prevailing tafte for
oeconomics, ought to induce us to force our foil to
furnifh us with a liquor, the perfection of which
would fave us vaft expences. F ew places imitate
the example of Champagne, which, by continual
trials, a careful choice, and judicious mixture of
the grapes, has attained the art of making its wines,
fo fuperior to thofe of former ages.

“’I have learnt in my travels,” fays Mr. Mills,
¢ feveral fecrets, which wine-merchants make ufe
of tomeliorate their wines. A certain prejudice pre-
vails againft thofe methods, They are called brew-
g, though frictly fpeaking what wine is not
brewed ? It is an artificial liquor, the goodnefs of
‘which depends partly on the goodnefs of the grape,
full as much on a lucky fermentation, and often on
a judicious addition of means to aflift that fermenta-
tion. If thofe means contain nothing difagreeable
to the palate, nor prejudicial to thehealth, I fee no

O reafon
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reafon to exclaim againft them. It is true, we have
not yet fathomed the nature of fermentation ; we
are yet to find the manner of dire&ing it, and its
concurring with the true mixture of the wine.
Too ftrong, and too long a fermentation weakens
it ; and if the fermentation is topt too foon, the
wine is unwholefome.”

People complain of the fearcity of wood, an
article abfolutely neceflary. Yet there are countries
whole fertile plains are covered with forefts ; plains
which if converted into arable land, would yield
greater profit, and be of fervice to population, by
affording them larger means of fubfifting. W hether
1his {carcity isreal or 1maginary, little care is taken
to prevent it. Scarce any forefts are planted. Yet
nature muftbe feconded by art.. By fowing, and by
planting woods, lands might be better laid out, and
trees chofen which grow quick, which are more
fuited to the nature of the foil, and which yield a
greater quantity of wood.

"There are in foreign countries, particularly the
Touthern, ufeful trees, which mjght be familiarized
to our climate, and would entirely enrich our forefts.
The chefnut, a native of Great-Tartary, and the
_ Canadian tulip tree, adorn our garden-walks and
alleys. The cedar, and feveral trees of Siberia
thrive 1n. Germany. We know well what a rich
harvelt M. Kalm brought from North-America.
Upwards of fifty new forts of trees bear the cold of

Sweden
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Sweden, and grow there perfetly well. It is not
for want of wild trees of our own that we adopt
foreign ones ; but becaufe thefe laft promife either
a quicker growth, or ufeful fruits, or, befides their -
wood, are of advantage to our artsand manufactures.
The wax-tree, planted in Europe, might create a
new branch of commerce. It grows well in Ger-
many. A furprifing quantity of trees, natives of
other climates, grow in the open fi¢lds of England
and France.

£ HIAP. -XC,

ON TAXES.

HE art of levying money by taxes was fo Tit~

tle underftood in the fixteenth century, that,

after the famous battle of Pavia, .in whichithe French

King was made prifoner, Charles V. was obliged

to difband his viterious army, though confifting

only of 24,000 men, becaufe-he had not the art ta

levy, in his.extenfive dnminions, a {fum neceflary to
keep it on foot.

So little knowledge was there in England of
political arithmetic in the days of Edward 111. that
1. 2s. 4d. on each parifh was computed tobe fuf-
ficient for raifing a fubfidy of /50,000. 1t being
. found, thatthere Werfgaut 8700 parifhes, ¢xclufive
O 2 ' o4
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of Wales, the parliament, in order to raife the faid
fubfldy, affefled on each parith sl. . 6s.

In impofing taxes, ought not the expence of liv-
ing to be deducted, and the remainder confidered as
the only taxable fubject? This mode was adopted
in the ftate of Athens. The tax was not in pro-
portion to the eftate, but to what could be {pared
outofit; or, in otherwords, in proportion to the
ability of the proprietor.

Ability, however, mult not be eftimated by what
a man actually faves, which would exempt the
profufe and profligate from paying taxes, but by
what a man can pay, who lives with ceconomy ac~
cording to his rank. This rule is founded on the
very nature of government. Totax a man’s food,
or the fubje& that affords him bare neceffaries, is
worfe than denying him proteGion: It ftarves
him.

Hence the following propofition. may be laid
down as the corner ftone to taxation-building,
¢« That every man ought to contribute to the public
yevenue, not in proportion to his fubftance, but ta
his ability.” This rule is not, perhaps, fufficient-
ly regarded in Britifh taxes ; though nothing would
contribute more to fweeten the minds of the people,
and to make them fond of their government, than a
regulation fraught with fo much equity. ,
It
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¥t is an article of importance in government to
have alcertained, what proportion of the annual
income of a nation may be drawn from the people
by taxes, without impoverifhing them. ~An eighth
part is held to be too much. Hufbandry, com-
merce, and population, would fuffer.

Davenant fays, that the Dutch pay to the public
annually, the fourth part of the income of their
country ; and he adds that their fri& ceconomy
enables them to bear that immenfe load, without
raifing the price of labour fo high, as to cut them
out of the foreign market. It was probably {o in
the Days of Davenant; but of late, matters are
much altered. The dearnefs of living, and of la-

bour, has excluded all the Dutch manufa@ures
from the foreign market.

Before the French war, in King William’s
reign, England paid, in taxes, no more than a
twentieth part of its annual income,

CHAP.

©
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ON THE FOUNDATION OF TAXES.

“HE celebrated Locke, in his effay on govern-

ment, has {aggelted the folid foundation of

taxes, viz. “ That every one who enjoys his fhare

of prote&ion, fhould pay out of his eftate his pro-
portion for the maintenance of government.”

The duties of {overeign and of fubjet are recip-
rocal ; and common juflice requires, that a fubjec,
or any perfon, who is protected by a government,
ought to pay for that protetion, Similar inftances,
without number, of fuch reciprocal duties, occur in
the laws of every civilized nation.

A man calls for meat and drink in a tavern. Is
he not bound to pay, though he made no agree-
ment beforehand ? A man wafted over a river in
a ferry-boat, muft pay the common fare, though
he made no promife. Nay,- it is every man’s 1n-
tereft to pay for protection. Government cannot
{fubfit without a public fund. And what will be-
come of individuals, when left open to every rapa-
-eious invader ?

Thus taxes are implied in the very nature of
government; and the interpofition of fovereign
authority is only neceffary for determining the
expediency of a tax; and the quota, if found ex-

pedient.
If
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If it be atked, « By what aéts a man is unde-
ftood to claim prote@ion of a government,” it may
be anfwered, ¢ By fetting his foot within the terri-
tory.” If, upon landing at Dover, a foreigner be
robbed, the law interpofcs for him as for a native.
And as he is thus protected, he pays for protection,
when he purchafes a pair of fhoes, or a bottle of
beer. - A :

The cafe is clear, with refpeét to a man, who
can chufe the place of his refidence. But what
thall be faid of children, who are not capable of
choice, nor of confent ? They are proteéted 5 and.
proteétion implies the reciprocal duty of paying
taxes. As foon asa young man is capable of acting
for himfelf, he is at liberty to choofe other pro-
te&ors, if thofe who have hitherto protected him
be not to his tafte.

An author of fome note¥* maintains, * That the
food and raiment, furnifhed to the fociety by huf-
bandmen and manufaturers, are all that thefe good
people are bound to contribute ;—and fuppofing
them bound to contribute more, it is not till others
have done as much for the public.”

At that rate, lawyers and phyficians ought alfo
to be exempted from contributing ; efpecially thofe
who draw the greateft fums, becaufe they are fup-
pofed to do the moft good. That argument, the
foggeftion of a benevcle it heart, is no proof of an

(@) 4 . en-
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enlightened uhderﬂanding. The labours of the
farmer, of the lawyer, of the phyfician, contribute

not a mite to the public fund, nor tend to defray
the expence of government.

The luxurious proprietor of 2 great cftate has ftill
2 better title to be cxempted than the hufbandman ;
becaufe he is a great benefaGor to the public, by
giving bread to a variety of induftrious people.

In a word, every man ought to contribute for
being proteCted 5 and if a hufbandman is prote&ted
in working for himfelf one-and-fifty weeks yearly,
he ought thankfully to work one week more for
defraying the expence of that prote@ion.

CHAP. XC(CII

ON DIFFERENT SORTS OF TAXES.

Tax laid on 2 man perfonally, for himfelf and
gy fami]y, 1s termed a mpz'ia/z’on-z‘ax. A tax
laid on him for his property, is termed a tax on
goods.

A capitation-tax goes upon an erroneous prin-
ciple, as if all men were of equal ability. What
prompts it is, that many men, rich in bonds and
other moveables, which can eafily be hid from
public infpection, cannot be reached otherwife than
by a capitation-tax.

Ruflia
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Ruflia labours undera capitation-tax. Some years
ago, a capitation-tax was impofed in Denmark,
obliging even day labourers to pay for their wives
and children. Upon the fame abfurd plan, a tax
was impofed on marriage. One would be tempted
to think, that population was intended to be dif-
couraged.

A capitation-tax lies open to many objections.
It cannot fail to raife the price of labour, a poifon-
ous effe& in a country of induftry ; for the labourexr:
will relieve himfelf of the tax, by heightening his:
wages. It would be more prudent to lay the tax.
direély on the employer, which would remove the:
pretext for heightening wages..

The taxing of day-labourers, whether by capi=
tation, or in any other manner, has befide an effect
contrary to whatis intended. Inftead of increafing
the public revenue, it virtually lefens it, by raifing;
the pay of foldiers,. failors, and of every workman:
employed by government. |

"Taxes upon goods are of two kinds, viz. upon:
things confumable, and upon things not con-
fumable. ! : ' 45

With ‘regard to the latter;—The land-tax in.
Britain, paid by the proprietor, according to an.
invariable rule, and levied with very little expence,.
is of all taxes the moft juft, and the moft effeGtual.

The pr‘opr’ietor know;i'n'g beforehand the fum he:
is fubjected to, prepares accordingly. " And, aseach:

O3 proprietor:
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proprietor contributes in proportion to his cftate,
the tax makes no variation in their relative opu=
lence,

In France, the land-tax feems to have been
eftablithed on a very falfe foundation, viz.  That
the clergy perform their duty to the ftate, by praying
and inftru&ing,—that the noblefle fight for the
ftate,—and confequently, that the only duty left to
the farmer, is to defray the charges of govern-
ment.”

This argument would hold, if the clergy were
not paid for praying, nor the noblefle for fighting.
Such a load upon the pooreft members of the fate,
Is an abfurdity in politics. :

“ Were it rclated,” obferves a French writer,
“ 1n fome foreign hiftory, that there is a country
extremely fertile, in a fine climate, enjoying navi-
gable rivers, with every advantage for the commerce
of corn ; and yet the produ& is not fufficient for the
inhabitants,—would not one conclude the people to
be ftupid and barbarous? And yet this is the cafe
of France.” He adds the true reafon, which is, the
difcouragement hufbandry lies under, by oppreflive
taxes.

It is a grofs error to maintain, that a tax on land
is the fame with a tax on the produ@ of land. The
former, which is the Englith mode, is no difcou-
ragement to induftry and improvements. On the
contrary, the higher the value of land is raifed, the

lefs
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lefs will the tax be in proportion. The latter,
which is the French mode, is a great difcourage-
ment to induftry and improvements ; becaufe the
more a man improves, the deeper he is taxed.

The tenth part of the product of land, is the
only tax that is paid in China. This tax, of the
fame nature with the tithe paid among us to the
clergy, yields to the Britifh mode of taxing the
land itfelf, and not its product. It is, however,
lefs exceptionable than the land- tax in France, be-
caufe it is not arbitrary. The Chinefe tax, paid
in kind, is ftored in magazines, and fold from time
to time for maintaining the magiftrates and the
army, the furplus being remitted to the treafury-
In cafe of a famine it is fold to the poor at a mode-
rate price. \

In Tonquin, thereisa land-tax, which, like that:
in France, is laid upon the peafants, exempting
peOple of condition, and the literati in particular.
Many grounds, that bear not corn, contribute hay.
for the king’s elephants and cavalry. "The poor
peafants are obliged to carry it to the capital, even
from the greateft diftance ;—a regulation no lefs in-
judicious than flavifh. '

The window-tax, the coach-tax, and the plate-
tax, come under the prefent head, being taxes upon
things not confumable.

In Denmark, a farmer is taxed for every plough

he ufes.. If the tax be intended. for difcouraging
06 extenfive
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extentive farms, it is a happy contrivance, agreeable
to found policy ; for fmall farms 1ncredfe the

number of temperate and robuft people, fit for every
fort of labour.

With regard to fhings confumable ;—The taxes
that appear the lealt oppreflive, becaufe difguifed,
are what are laid on our manufa@ures. The tax
1s advanced by the manufaGurer, and drawn from
the purchafer as a part of the price. Thus with re-
{] pe& to our taxes on foap, fhoes, candles, and other.

nngs confumable, the purchafer thinks he is only
pa)uw the price, and never dreams that he is pay-
ing a tax. 'To fupport the 111uﬁon, the duty ought
to be moderate.

To impofe a tax twenty times the value of the
commuodity, as is done in France on falt, raifes
more difguft in the people, as an attempt to de-
ceive them, than when laid on without difguife..
Such exorbitant taxes, which are paid with the ut-
moft relu¢tance, cannot be made effe@ual, but by
fevere penalties. :

"Taxes on things' confumable are. attended with
one fignal advantage. They bear a proportion to .
the ability of the contributors, the opulent being
commonly the greateft confumers.  The taxes on
coaches and on plate are paid by men of fortune,
without loading the induftrious poor. On- that ac-
count, they are ‘excellent.  Being impofed, how=

i €VEls
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ever, without difguife, they are paid with more

reluctance by the rich, than taxes on confumption:
are by the poor.

A tax on confumption, however, muft not be
praifed, as attended with no:inconvenience. The
retailer, under pretext of the tax,. raifes the price:
higher, than barely to indemnify himfelf; by which.
means the tax is commonly doubled on the confu-
mer. ;

- There is another inconvenience much more dif-
trefling, becaufe it. admits of no-remedy, and be-
caufe it affeéls the ftate itfelf. Taxeson confump-
tion, being commonly laid on things of the greate(t:
. ufe, raife a great fum to the public, without much.
burdening individuals’;. the duty on coals, for ex-
ample, on candles, on leather, on foap, on falt, on:
malt, and on malt-liquor. ’

Thefe duties, however, carry in their bofom a:
flow poifon, by raifing the price of labour, and of
manufaétures. De Wit obferves, that the Dutch
taxes upon confumption have raifed the price of
their broad cloth forty per cent. Our manufatures,
by the fame means, are raifed at leaft thirty per
cent. )

Britain has long laboured under this chronical
diftemper ; which by excluding her from foreign:
markets, will not only put an end to her own
manufa&tures, but will open a wide door to the

foreign
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foreign, as fmuggling cannot be prevented, where
commodities imported are much cheaper than our
o\"n.

The Dutch taxes on confumption are exceed-
ingly high ; and yet neceflary, not only for defray-
ing the expence of government, but for guarding
their frontier, and, above all, for keeping out the
fea! The induftry, however,. and frugality of the
people, enable them to bear that heavy burden,
without murmuring. But other European nations
have now acquired a fhare of the immenfe com-
merce formerly earried on by the Dutch alone.
Their trade, accordingly, is on the decline; and,
when it finks a little lower, the heavy taxes will
undoubtedly depopulate thieir country.

Taxes on confumption are not equally proper
in every cafe.” They are proper in a populous
country, like Holland ; becaufe the expence of col-
leting is but a trifle, con'qpared with the {fums
colle¢ted. But, in a country thinly peopled, fuch
taxes are improper ; becaufe the expence of col-
le&ting makes too greata proportion of the fums
colle€ted. In the highlands of Scotland, the excife
on ale and {pirituous liquors defrays not the ex-
pence of levying, 'The people are burdened, and
the government is not fupported.  Perhaps the
window-tax, in Scotland, lies open to the fame
ebjeltion,

A
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A lottery is a tax entirely voluntary. An appe-
tite for gaming, inherent even in favages, prompts
multitudes to venture their money, in hopes of a
high prize ; though they cannot altogether hide
from themfelves the inequality of the play. But it
is well, that the felfith paffions of men can be made
fubfervient to the public good.

Lotteries, however, produce one unhappy effe&.
"They blunt the edge of induftry, by dire&ing the
attention to a more commodious mode of gain. At

the fame time, the money acquired by a lottery;
feldom turns to account ; for what comes without

trouble, goes commonly without thought.

CoHLA Pl X O

RYLES FOR TAXING.

HE firft rule is, That, wherever there is an
opportunity of fmuggling, taxes ought to be
moderate ; for fmuggling can never be effeGually
reftrained, where the cheapnefs of imported goods
is, in effect, an infurance againft the rifk : In which
view, Swift humoroufly obferves, that two and two
do not always make four.

A duty of 15/per cent. upon printed linen, ims
ported into France, encourages fmuggling, A
lower duty would produce a greater fum to the

public
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public, and be more beneficial to the French manu-
falturer.

Bone-lace, imported into France, is charged with
a duty of 20 per cent. in order to favour that manu-
fa&ture-at home.  Bone-lace, however, is eafily -
fmuggled, and the price is little higher than be-
fore.

To favour our own cambric manufa&ure, the
importation of it is prohibited. The unhappy
circumf{tance js, that fine cambric is eafily fmug-
gled. The price is great, and the bulk {mall,
; Wou]d 1t not be more politic, to admit importation.
~under a duty fo- moderate, as not to encourage
fmuggling. The duty applied for promoting our
“own cambric-manufacture,” would in time fo far
improve it, as to put us above the hazard of rival-
thip, with refpe& at leaft to our confumption.

High duties on importation are immoral, as well
as impolitic.  For, is it not unjuftifiable in a legi-
flature, firlt to tempt, and then to punith for yield-
ing to thé temptation ?

On this head it may be obferved, that a tax upon
a fathion, which can be laid afide at pleafure, can-
not be much depended upon. In the year 1767, a
duty was laid on chip-hats, ‘worn at that time by
women of fafhion. They were inftantly laid afide,
and the tax produced nothing.

A fecond rule 1s, That taxes expenfive in the
levying ought to be avoided ; being heavy on the

2 people,,
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people, without a proportional benefit to the reve~
nue. Our land-tax isadmirable. Itaffordsa great
fum, levied at very little expence.. The duties on
coaches, and on gold and filver-plate, are fimilar..
The taxes that are the moft hurtful to trade and
manufactures, fuch as the duties on foap, candles,
leather, are expenfive in levying.

A third rule is, To avoid arbitrary taxes. A
tax laid on perfons in proportion to their trade, ot
their prudence, muft be arbitrary, even where ftrict
juftice 1s intended ; becaufe it depends on vague
opinion or conjeéture. Every man thinks himfelf:

injured ; and the fum Jevied does not balance the
difcontent it occafions.

The tax laid on the French farmer, in propor-
tion to his fubftance, is an intolerable grievance,
and a great engine of oppreflion. If the farmer
exert any activity in mehoratmg his land, he is
fure to be doubly taxed. ;

Hamburgh aftords the only inftance of a tax on ~
trade and riches, that is willingly paid, and that
confequently is levied without oppreflion. Every
merchant puts privately into the public cheft the
fum that, in his own opinion, he ought to' con-
tribute ;—a fingular example of integrity in a great
trading town, for there is no fufpicion of wrong in
that tacit contribution. But this ftate is not yet
corrupted by luxury.

Fourthly;
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Fourthly ; As many vices, that poifon a nation,
arife from inequality of fortune, in order to remedy
that inequality as much as poflible, “ Let the poor
be relieved,” and the rich burdened.” Heavy
taxes are eafily borne by men of overgrown eftates.
Thofe proprietors efpecially, who wound the pub-
lic, by converting much land from profit to plea-,
fure, ought not to be fpared. Would it not con-
tribute greatly to the public good, that a tax of 50
pounds thould be laid on every houfe that has 50
windows,—150 pounds on houfes of 100 windows,
—and 400 pounds on houfes of 200 windows, By
the fame principle, every deer-park of 200 acres,
ought to pay 5o pounds,—of 500 acres, 200
pounds,—and of 1000 acres, 6oo pounds. Fifty
acres of pleafure-ground fhould pay. 30 pounds,—
an 100 f{uch acres, 8o pounds,—1 50 acres, 200
pounds,—and 200 acres, 300 pounds. Such a tax.
would have a collateral good effeét. It would pro-
bably move high-minded men to leave out more
ground for maintaining the poor, than they are
commonly inclined to do.

Fifthly; Every tax, which tends to impoverifh:
the nation, ought to be rejeGted with indignation.
Such taxes, contradict the very nature of govern~
ment, which is to prote&, not to opprefs.

Whether taxes impofed on common neceffaries,
which fall -heavy upon the labouring poor, be of
the kind now mentjoned, deferves the moft ferious

deliberatian.
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deliberation. Where they tend to promote ifiduftry,
they are highly falutary. Where they deprive us
of foreign markets, by raifing the price of labour,
and of manufa&ures, they are highly noxious.

When the expence of living equals, or nearly
equals, what is gained by bodily labour, moderate
* taxes, renewed from time to time, after confider-
able intervals, will promote mdu{’try, without raif-
ing the price of labour ; but permanent taxes, will
unavoidably raife the price of labour, and of ma-
nufactures.

In Holland, the high price of provifions and of
labour, occafioned by permanent taxes, have ex-
cluded from the foreign market every one of theix
manufactures, that can be fupplied by other nations.
Heavy taxes have annihilated their once flourifhing
manufa&ures of wool, of filk, of gold and filver,
and many others. The prices of labour and of ma- -
nufa&ures have, in England, been immoderately
raifed by the fame means.

To prevent a total downfall of our taxes, feveral
political writers hold, that the labouring poor ought
to be difburdened of all taxes.

The poor-rates, however, have already produced
fuch profligacy among the lower ranks in England,
that to relieve them from taxes would probably
make them work lefs, but would not make them
work cheaper. It is vain, therefore, tothink of a
remedy againft idlenefs and bigh wages, while the

ofoles
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poor-rates [ublift in their prefent form. Davenant
pronounces, that the Englith poor-rates will, in
time, be the bane of thejr manufa&ures. He
computes, that the perfons receiving alms in Eng-
land, amounted to one million and two hundred
thoufand ; the half of whom, at leaft, would have
continued to work, had they not relied on parifh-
charities. ‘

Were the poor-rates abolithed, a general a& of
naturalization would not only augment the {trength
of Britain, by adding to the mumber of its people,
but would compel the natives to work cheaper, and
confequently to be more induftrious. :

If thefe expedients be not relithed, the only one
that remains for preferving our manufalures, is,
to encourage their exportation by a bounty, fuch as
may enable us to cope with our neighbours in fo-
reign markets. - '

‘Laflly, ¢ Let taxes, which require the oath of
the party, be avoided.” They are deftru&ive of
morals, as being a temptation to perjury. Few are
fo wicked, as to hurt others by perjury.  There are
not many of the lower ranks, however, that fcruple
much at perjury, when it prevents hurt to them-
felves. Confider the duty on candles. . Ifis not
only oppreflive, as comprehending poor people,.
who make nocandles for fale; but it is alfo fubver-
five of morals, by requiring their oath, upon the.
quantity they make for their own ufe.. |
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T'he manner of levying the falt tax in France, i
indeed arbitrary, but it has not an immoral ten-
dency. An oath is avoided ; and every mafter of
a family pays for the quantity he is prefumed to
confume.

French wine is often imported into Britain as
Spanith, which pays lefs duty. To check the
fraud, theimporter’s oath is required ; and; if per~
jury be fufpetted, a jury is fet upon him in the ex-
chequer. This is horrid. The importer is tempted
by a high duty on French wine to commit perjury,
for which he is profecuted in a fovereign court,
open to all the world. He turns defperate, and
lofes all fenfe of honour. Thus cuftom-houfe
oaths-have become a proverb, as meriting no regard ;
and corruption creeping on, will become univerfal.

Some goods imported pay a duty ad valsrem ; and
to alcertain the value, the importer’s oath is re-
quired. In China, the books of the merchants
are trufted without an-oath. 'Why not imitate fo
laudable a practice? If our people be more cor~
rupted, perjury may be avoided, by ordaining the
merchant to deliver his goods to any who will de-
tnand them, at the rate flated in his book ; with
the addition ‘of ten per cent, as a fufficient profit tg
himfelf,

CHAP
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Sl A P XCV.

CN EXCEPTIONABLE TAXES.

UR forefathers feem to have had no notion of

taxes, but for increafing the public revenue,

without once thinking of the hurt that may be done
to individuals. .

In the reign of Edward VI. a poll-tax was laid
én fheep. And [o late as the reign of William III.
marriage was taxed.

To this day, we have feveral taxes, that are
more oppreflive upon the people, than gainful to the
public revenue. Multiplied taxes on the neceffaries
of life, fuch as candles, foap, leather, ale, falt, &c.
as obferved before, raife the price of labour, and
confequently of manufactures. If they fhall have
the effect to deprive us of foreign markets, depe-
pulation and poverty muft enfue.

The falt-tax, in particular, is a verydetrimental
ene. With refpeét to the other taxes mentioned,
the rich bear the greateft burden, being the greateft
confumers ; but:the fhare they pay of the falt-tax
is very little, becaufe they reject falt provifions.
"The falt-tax is ftill more abfurd in another refped,
falt being a choice’ manure for land. Onewould
‘be-amazed to hear of a Jaw prohibiting the ufe of
lime asa manure. He would ftill be more amazed

to hear of the prohibition being extended to falt,
which
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which is 2 manure much {uperior ; and yet a heavy
tax on {alt, which renders it too dear for a manure,
furprifes no man. But the mental eye refembles
that of the body. It feldom perceives but what is
directly before it. Confequences lie far out of
fight. During the prefent reign, however, theab-
furdity of with-holding from us a manure {o profi-
table has been difcovered, and remedied in part, by
permitting” Englifh foul falt to be ufed for manure,
on paying fourpence of duty per bufhel.

The window-tax is more detrimental to the peo-
ple, than advantageous to the revenue. In the firft
place, 1t encourages large farms, in order to fave
windows and houfes. Whereas, fmall farms tend
to multiply a hardy and frugal race, ufeful for every
purpofe.  In the next place, it is a difcouragement
to manufatures, by taxing the houfes in which
they are carried on. Manufaurers, in order to
relieve themfelves as much as poflible from the
tax, make a fide of their houfe but one window ;
and there are inftances, where in three {tories, there
are but three windows, And laftly, a very great
objection to this tax Is, that it burdens the poor
more than the rich. A houfe, in a paltry village,
that affords not five pounds of yearly rent, may have
2 greater number of windows, than one in Londen
rented at fifty, i

The plate-tax is not indeed hurtful to manu-
faltures and commerce; becaufe plate converted

3 inte
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into money, may be the means of {aving the nation
at a crifis, and therefore ought to be encouraged,
inftead of being loaded with a tax. 2 :

On all pictures imported into Britain, thereis a
- duty laid in proportion to their fize. In order to
roufe a genius for painting, our youth ought to
have ready accefs to all good pictures. It is, in-
deed, fo far lucky, that the moft valuable piGures
are not loaded with a greater duty, than the moft
paltry.

Fifh, both falt and frefh, broughtto Paris, pay
a duty of 48 per cent. by an arbitrary eftimation of
the value. This tax is an irreparable injury to
France, by difcouraging the multiplication of fea-
men. It is beneficial, indeed, in one view, as it
tends to check the growing population of that great
city. '

The duty on coals water-borne, is a great ob~
ftruétion to many ufeful manufaQures that require
coals; and indeed to manufaltures in general, by
increafing the expence of coals, a very eflential ar-
ticle in a cold country. No fedentary art nor occu-
pation, can fucceed in our climate,, without plenty
of fuel.  One may, at the firlt glance, diftinguifh
the coal counties from the reft of England, by the
induftry of the inhabitants, and by plenty of ma-
nufacturing towns and villages. Now, in many -
parts of Britain, that might be provided with coals

by water, the labouring poor are deprived of that
‘ comfort
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comfort by the tax. Had cheap firing encouraged-
thefe people to profecute arts and manufactures, it
is more than probable, that at this day, they would
be contributing to the public revenue, by other du-
ties, much greater {ums thah are drawn from them
by the duty on coals. At the fame time, if coals
muft pay a duty, why not at the pit, where they
are cheap? It is a capital blunder to lay a great
duty on thofe, who pay a high price for coals, and
no duty on thofe who have them cHeap.

el AP OV,

’

ON TAXES FAVOURABLE TO.COMMERCE.

NOTHING can fet in a ftronger light the po-

litical ignorance of former ages, than a
maxim univerfally adopted, “ That to tax expor-
tation, or to prohibit it altogether; is the beft-means
for having plenty at home. - In Scotland, it was not
thought fufficient to prohibit  the exportation of
corn, of fith, and of horfes. The prohibition was
extended to manufaGures, fuch 2s linen-cloth,
candle, butter, cheefe, and thoes.

Oil was the only commodity, that, by the laws
of Solon, was permitted to be exported from Af-
rica.  The figs of that country, which are delicious, -
came to be produced in fuch plenty, that there was

ne
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no confumption for them at home ; and yet the law
prohibiting exportation was not abrogated.

Sycophant, denotes a perfon, who informs againft
the exporter of figs. But, the prohibition appear-
ing abfurd, {ycophant became a term of reproach.

When Sully entered on the adminiftration of the
French finances, corn in IFrance was at an exorbitant
price, occafioned by a negle¢t of hufbandry, du-
ring the civil wars. That fagacious minifter dif-
covered the fecret of re-eftablithing agriculture, and
of reducing the price of corn, which is, to allow a
free exportation.  So rapid was the fuccefs of that
bold, but politic meafure, that in a few years,
France became the granary of Europe ; and, what
at prefent may appear almoft incredible, we find in
the Englith records, in the year 1621, grievous
complaints of the French underfelling them in their
own markets.

Colbert, who, fortunately for us, had imbibed
the common error, renewed the ancient prohibition
of exporting corn, hoping to have it cheap at home
for his manufa&urers.  But he was in a very great
miftake 3 for that prohibition has been the chief
caufe of many famines in France, fince that time.
The corn-trade in France, by that means, lay
long under great difcouragements ; and the French
miniftry continued long blind to the intereft of
their country. At laft, edi&s were iffued, autho-

yizing the commerce of corn to be abfolutely free,
8
whether



305 °)

whether fold within the kingdom, or exported.
The generality, however, continued blind.

In the year 1768, the badnefs of the harveft ha-
ving occafioned a famine, the diftrefles of the peo-
ple were exceflive, and their complaints univerfal.
Without having taken into confideration the bad
harveft, they attributed their mifery to the new law.
It was in vain urged, that freedom in the corn trade
encourages agriculture. ° The popular opinion was
adopted, even by moft of the parliaments. So dif-
ficult is it to eradicate eftablifhed prejudices.

In Turkey, about forty years ago, a grand vifie
permitted corn to be exported more freely than had
been done formerly, a bufhel of wheat being fold at
that time under feventeen pence. Every nation
flocked to Turkey for corn; and in particular, no
fewer than three hundred French veflels, from 20
to 200 tons, entered Smyrna bay in one day.

The Janiffaries and populace took the alarm,
fearing that all the corn would be' exported, and
that a famine would enfue. In Conflantinople
they grew mutinous, and were not appeafed till
the vifir was ftrangled, and his body thrown out to
them. - His fucceflor, cautious of fplitting on the
fame rock, abfolutely prohibited exportation. In
that country, rent is paid in proportion to the pro-
duct ; and the farmers, who faw no demand, ne-

glected tillage. - In lefs than three years, the bufhel
P2 of
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of wheat rofe to fix,thillings ; and the diftreffes of
the people became intolerable. To this day the
fall of the grand vifir is lamented,

We have improved upon Sully’s difcovery, by a
bourity on corn exported, which has anfwered our
moft fanguine expettations. A great increafe of
gold and filver, fubfequent to the faid bounty,
which has raifed the price of many other commo-,
dities, muft have alfo raifed that of corn, had not a
{till greater increafe of corn, occafioned by the
bounty, reduced its price even below what it was
formerly ; and, by that means, our mantifa&tures
have profited by the bounty, no lefs than our huf-
bandry- .

’ The bounty is ftill more important in another

refpe&. Our wheat can be afforded in the French
markets cheaper than their own ; by which, agri-
culture, in France, isin a langifhing ftate. And,
it is in our power, during a war, to dafh all the
French fchemes for conqueft, by depriving them of
bread. This bounty, therefore, is our palladium,
which we ought religioufly to guard, if we would
avoid beinga province of France.

Between the years 1715 and 1753, there was of
wheat exported from England to France, twenty-
one millions of feptiers, eftimated at two hundred
millions of livres. The bounty for exporting corn
has fometimes amounted to 50,000 pounds for @

fingle year. But this fum is not all loft to the re-
- venue
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venue ; for frequently our corn is exchanged with
goods that pay a high duty on importation.

Some politicians objet againft this bounty for
exporting wheat, as feeding our rival manufacturers
cheaper than our own; which is doubtful, as the
expence of exportation commonly equals the bounty.
But, fuppofing it true, will the evil be remedicd by
withdrawing the bounty ? On the contrary, it will °
difcourage manufaures, by raifing the price of
wheat at home. It will, befides, encourage French
hufbandry, fo as, in all probability, - to reduce the
price of their wheat below what we afford it to
them.

In France, labour is cheaper than in England,
the people are more frugal, and they poffefs a better
foil and climate. 'What have we to balance thefe
fignal advantages, but our bounty ? And, were that -
bounty withdrawn, one would not be furprifed to
{ee French corn poured in upon us, at a lower price
than it can be furnifhed at home.

Public granaries, which reft on a principle con-
trary to that of exportation, are hurtful in afertile
and extenfive country like Britain, being a difcou-
ragement to agriculture; but are beneficial in great
towns, which have no.corn of their own. Swif-
ferland could not exift without her granaries.

It is not always true- policy to difcourage the ex-
portation of our own rude materials,  Liberty of
Bz expor-
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xportation gives an encouragement to produce them
in greater plenty at home; which confequently
lowers the price to our manufadurers. But, where
the exportation of a rude material will not increafe
its quantity, the prohibition is good policy. For
example, the exporting of rags for paper may be
prohibited ; becaufe liberty of exporting will not oc-
cafion one yard more of linen cloth to be con-
fumed.

The exportation of Britith manufaQures to Ame-
rica, ought to meet with fuch encouragement, as

-to prevent them from rivalling us. It would be a
great blunder to encourage their manufaures, by
impofing a duty on what we export to them.. We
ought rather to give a bounty on exportation
which, by underfelling them in their own markets,
would quafh every attempt to rivalfhip.

"The meafures laid down, for regulating the ima
portation of foreign commodities have different
views. Oneis, to keep down a rival power; in
which view, it is prudent to prohibit importation
{rom one country, and to encourage it from ano-
ther. It is judicious in the Britith legiflature to
load French wines with a higher duty than thofe of
Portugal ; and, in France, it would be a proper
meafure to prefer the beef of Holftein, or of Ruffia,
before that of Ireland; and the tobacco of the
Ukraine, or of the Palatinate, before that of Vir-

ginia,
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ginia. But fuch meafures of government ought to
be fparingly exercifed, for fear of retaliation.

There is no caufe more cogent for regulating im-
portarion, than an unfavourable balance. By per-
mitting French goods to be imported free of duty,
the balance againft England was computed to be
a million yearly. In 1678, that importation was
regulated, which, foon turned the balance of trade
in favour of England.

"The Britith regulations, with regard to the im-
portation of goods, fhould be contrived for the en-
couragement of our own manufattures. This, it
muft be acknowledged, is generally the cafe. To
favour a2 new manufa&ure of our own, 1t is propex
to lay a duty on the fame manufadure imported.
To encourage the art of throwing filk, the duty on
raw filk imported is reduced, and that of thrown
filk 1s heightened. _

For encouraging the exportation of commoditics
formerly imported, one method practifed with {fuc-
cefs, is, to reftore to the merchant, the whole, or
part of the duty paid at importation; which is
termed a drawsack. This in particular is done
with refpeét to tobacco; which by that means can
be afforded to foreigners at twopence halfpenny per
pound, when the price at home is eightpence half-
penny. Tobacco, being an article of luxury, it
was well judged to lay a heavier duty on what is
confumed at home, than on what is exported.

P4 Upon
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Upon the fame principle, the duty that i paid on
the importation of coffee and cocoa, is wholly drawn
back when exported. But as China earthen ware
is not entitled to any encouragement from us, and -
as it 1s an article of luxury, it gets no drawback.

The exporter of rice from Britain, firft impo:tcd
from America, is entitled to draw back but haif the
duty paid on importation. Rice imported duty-free
might rival oor wheat crop.  But the whole duty
ought to be drawn back on cxportation. It ought
to be afforded to our neighbours at the loweft rate,
partly to rival their wheat-crop, and partly to en-
courage our fettlements which produce rice.

A French author remarks, that in no country are
eommercial regulations better contrived than in Bri-
tain ; and inftances the following particulars.

Firft ; Toreign commedities, fuch as may rival
their. own, are prohibited, or burdened with
duties.

Secondly ; Their manufaGures are encouraged
by a free exportation.

Thirdly ; Raw materials, which cannot be pro-
duced at home ; cochineal, for example, indigo, &c.
are imported free of duty.

Fourthly ; Raw materials of their own growth,
fuch as wool, fuller’s earth, &c. are prohibited to
be exported.

Fifthly; Every. commodity has a free courfe
through the kixngdom, witheut duty.

And
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And Laflly ; Duties paid on importation, are re-
- paid on exportatlon.

This remark, is for the moft part well founded ;
and yet the fa&ls above fet forth will not permit us
to fay, that the Englifh commercial laws have as
yet arrived at perfection.

G EEA o v XC VI,

ON MAN AS THE ARBITER OF HIS- OWN.
FORTUNE..

AN has a range allowed him in the creation

peculiar to himfelf alone ; and he feems to
have had delegated to him a certain portion of the
government: of the natural world. Revolutions,
indeed, are brought about in various regions by the
univerfal laws of motion, upcontrouled, and un--
controulable by any human power.. But, under
certain limitations, foil and climate are {ubject to-
his dominien ; and the natural hiftory of the terra-
queous globe varies with the civil hiftory of na-
tions.

In the defcriptions of ancient and modern Eu-
rope, the {ame countries appear to be eflentially
different. The' climates beyond the Atlantic are
altered fince the days of Columbus. But fuch dif-
ferences and alterations are more rightly imputed to

Ps : the
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the condu& and operations of men, than to any
mutability in the courfe of nature.

Nor are fuch alterations confined to thofe fettle-
ments on which additional culture has been beftow-
ed. The arts of tillage and agriculture have a more
diffufive and general effett. = The country of Italy,
though not better cultivated than in the days of the
Romans, has undergone, fince thofe days, a vicif-
fitude of temperature, which has arifen, in all pro-
bability, from the more improved flate of Ger-
many and France.

The temperature of climates throughout Ame-
rica, fo different from that which predominates
under the fame parallels of latitude in the ancient
world, is not entirely to be afcribed to fixed and
permanent caufes, but rather to the more recent
exiftence of nations in the new hemifphere, and
the inferior cultivation it has confequently received
from the hand of man. Thus much is certain,—
that by opening the {oil, by clearing the forefts, by
cutting out paffages for the ftagnant waters, the
new hemifphere becomes aufpicious, like the old,
for the growth and population of mankind.

The hiftory of the colonies, and commercial
eftablithments of the European nations, teftifies
that, in almoft every corner, a healthful and falu-
brious climate is the fure effect of perfevering and
well-condu€ted labour.  Nor is the oppfite effet
chargeable mesely on the negledt of culture, and the

atmofphere
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atmofphere, that overhangs the defert, alone malig-
nant. The malignancy is often directly charge-
able on manners, on police, and on civil eftablith-
ments  In fome of the moft malignant climates on
the Guinea coaft, the impure habits of the natives
have been afligned as the efficient caufe. The ex-
halations of a negro village, negroes only can en-
dure. ;

« The plague,” fays Dr. Chandler in his travels
into the Ealt, ““ might be wholly averted from thefe
countries, or at leaft prevented from fpreading, if
lazarettos were erefed, and falutary regulations
enforced, as in fome cities of Europe.  Smyrna,
would be affected as litdle perhaps, as Marfzilles, if
the police were as wcll modelled.  But this is the
wildom of a fenfible and enlightened people.’’

A fpecies of neceflity, however, in fome coun-
tries, condu&ts mankind to certain decorums in
life and manners, which wait, in other countries,
the ages of tafte and refinement. The Dutch,
certainly are not the moft polite among the Eu-
ropean nations ; yet the nature of their civil fettle-
ment, as if anticipating the di@ates of refinement,
introduced among them from the beginning, a
degree of order in their police, and of cleanlinefs in
their houfhold ceconomy, not furpafied, perhaps
unequalled, by any other people. ;

On a principle of health, an attention to cleanl;-
nels, is more o5 lefs incumbent on all communities.

P.6 It
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It prefents an emblem of inward ‘purity, and is
dignified, perhaps not improperly, in forme fyftems
of ethics, with the appellation of 2 moral virtue,

But with all imaginable precaution on this fcore,
the confluence of numbers, in a crowded {cene, is
generally productive of difeafe, Hence peftilential
diftempers are {o often bred in the camp, and ufually
march in the train of war. And hence the eftablifh-
ment of great cities, under the beft regulated
police, can be demonftrated, from the bills of
mortality, to be deftru&ive, in a high degree, of
population and public health. *, = -

But all thefe examples relate to artificial, not to
natural climate ; and there feems to be little ground,
in the hiﬁory of the terraqueous globe, to aflociate,
with any fixed and immutable conftitution of the
atmofphere, the happinefs or perfeCtions of the
human fpecies. :

Yet; local prejudices every where abound. The
moft accomplithed citizens, in nations and ages
the moft accomplifhed, have not been exempted
from their fway. Plato returned thanks to the im-
mortal Gods that he was an Athenian, not a The.
ban born,—-that he breathed on the fouthern, not
on the northern fide of the Afopus.

But, if Athens was eminent for refinement,

there were other caufes than the climate, And, if
the

#® Dr. Price,
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the Beeotians were dull to a proverb, it was only
temporary ; for Pindar, Pelopidas, and Epaminon-
das fhall vindicate the foil.

Thus much we may with certainty affirm, that
foil and climate, if not altogether foreign to the
mind, are, like the mind, fufceptible of improve-
ment, and variable, in a high degree, with the
progrefs of civil arts.  Settlements, abandoned by
one colony, have been repeopled with fuccefs by
another. Projects, thought defperate in days of
ignorance,' have been refumed, and condu&ed to a
profperous iffue, in more enlightened times. In-
dividuals have often failed in their-attempts, for
want of public encouragement. Public enterprizes
have failed for want of concurrence among nations.
Eftablifh, then, concert and -union among man-
kind ;—all regions become habitable, and the ele-
ments almoft ceafe to rebel. :

There feems to be a certain regimen of life,
fuited to the local circumftances of mankind, which
1s fuggefted to them at firft by inftin&, or is the
flow refult of experience. A different regimen
recommended in a fimilar manner, is beft adapted
to their circum(tances in another region ; and fudden .
or injudicious alterations in the modes of life, are
among the fatal confe‘quences, that attend the
commerce of nations.

The transference too of epidemical diftemper,

from region to region, is another confequence of

that
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that commerce, no lefs deftruive. Diftempers,
local in their origin, being thus diffufed over the
globe, become, when tranfplanted, more formi-
dable than in their native foils. The plague, fo
defolating when it invades Europe, commits not
equal havoc in the Ealt. The malady, imported
by Columbus, was lefs virulent in the American
climates.  On the other hand, the fmall POX, in-
troduced into thofe climatcs by Europeans, threat-
ened the depopulation of the new hemifphere.

Time, however, which corre@s the effets of
migrations, feems alfo to corre& the virulence of
the tranfplanted diltemper. Either the human con-
flitution oppofes it with new vigour, or the art of
medicine combats it with more fuccefs,—or the
poifon, by being long blended with the furround-
ing elements ceafes to be fo deltru@ive.

It may alfo be obferved, that fome diforders
leave impreflions in the conftitution, which prevent
1n future the poffibility of fimilar annoyance. Hence
the expediency of inoculation, a pra&ice firft in-
troduced into Europe from the Ealt, which filicits
difeafe through a fafer channel, as a prefervative
againit 1ts eventual attack, in all the circomflances
of its native malignancy. But returning from this
digreflion, let us furvey the farther tendency of the
commercial arts.

The natural produtions of one corner fupply the
demands of Juxury in another, and the moft diflant

tribes
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tribes may approximate each other, in their ani-
mal temperament, by mutual trafic. Even the
natives of the moft penurious foil, may exchange
the rude fimplicity of their anceftors, for the ex-
travagance of the moft pampered nations.

Penury and wealth, fimplicity and prodigality,
indolence and toil, create conftitutional diftin&ions
among the different orders of citizens. For the
impreflion of the commercial arts is often confpi-
cuous in the upper departments of life, before it
reaches thofe of inferior condition. But the cirele °
gradually widens.—The exclufive poffeffion of
opulence cannot be long maintained ;- and the fluc-
tuation, fo natural to commercial flates, muft dif-
feminate the effeCls over the public at lasge,

In the lalt period of the Roman government, the
different provinces of the empire became contami-
nated with the luxury of the Eaft, whofe influence
on the bodily temperament may have contributed,
along. with moral and political diftemper, to the
fueeefs of the northern armies.

8 : ‘¢ Szvior armis
¢ Luxuria incubuit, vi®umague uicifcitur orbem,”?

Such confcquences,- however, imply no mpu-
tations on the arts of civil life. The food, the
raiment, the occupation of the polithed citizen,
may be as innocent as thofe of the favage. The
latter is even guilty of excelles, which difappear in

the
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the age of ref