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ADVERTISEMENT,

HE very flattering reception which the
following work experienced from an in-
dulgent Public through three fucceflive edi-
tions, has encouraged the Editor to enlarge
the plan, and thus render the piece of more €x-
tenfive utility. ' :

Tus abilities of Lord CHESTERFIELD to in-
culcate fuch precepts as fhould form the mind
and fafhion the manners of youth, are too uni_
verfally admired to need encomium. . In the AD.
vice of that noble Earl to his Son, there are to
be found fuch judicious remarks on men; man-
ners, and things, conneded with fo intimate 2
knowledge of the world, that the fentiments,
confidered as maxims, form a very yaluable {yf-
tem of education.

Bur as the obfervations of different writers
on the fame fubjeét are mutually illuftrative of
each other ; to render the following work ac=
ceptable, a variety of Notes are fubjoined, ex-
tracted from a fmall treatife on politenefs, enti-
tled < Garateo.” This exquifite piece was

A3 written
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written by the Archbifhop of Benevento, in the
fixteenth century, about the commencement of
the reign of queen Elizabeth ; and it fhews (as
the Englith Tranflator obferves) ¢ to what a
¢ degree of refinement, both in manners and
¢ literature, the Italians were arrived, at a pe-
¢ riod when we were juft emerging from igno-
‘¢ rance and barbarity.” Of the treatife thus
defcribed it is only neceffary further to add, that
it has been tranflated into Latin as well ag the
modern languages; and fo celebrated is the
fame of the author, that at this day it is pro-
verbial in ltaly to pronounce of an ill-bred man,
¢ That he kas not read GALATEO.”

Witrour intending the moft diftant impu-
tation of plagiarifm, it may be prefumed, that
Lord CHESTERFIELD had this very book before
him when ke wrote his Letters to his Son. The
reader who takes the trouble of comparing the
extracts from GALATEO now {ubjoined, with the
fentiments of ‘the noble Earl, will moft proba-
bly be of the fame opinion.

THAT nothing might be wanting to render
the following work complete, the PRECEPTS of
Lord BURLEIGH to his Son are added, as high-
ly eftimable on the fubje&s of manners and
cducation. The moft ordinary fentiments of
fo dignified a character acquire weight ; but

when
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when a feries of well-digefted Precepts, the re-
fult of great knowledge and extenfive experience,
are delivered for the guidance of a Son in the
momentous concerns of life and happinefs, the
Preceptor claims our efteem, and his opinions
our reverence. Y

To the preceding editions of this work, the
Marchionefs de LAMBERT’S ADVICE to her SoN,
and the MorAL REFLECTIONS of the Duc de la
ROCHEFOUCAULT, were annexed, although
omitted to be noticed in the Preface. "Thefe pieces
are continued in the prefent edition. But the dif-
. fufive, and it is hoped pertinent, extralts from
GALATEOQ, together with the PRECEPTS of Lord
BURLEIGH to his SoN, which are now fir/? intro-
duced as parts of the work, afford fo copious an
improvement as to give novelty and additional
value to this edition. Should the Public be of
the {ame opinion, the expectation of the Editor
will be amply gratified. So much depends on
education, that fcarcely too much can be ad-
vanced on the fubjeét; and even if it fhould
fail of fuccefs, an effort to benefit the rifing ge-
neration is highly honourable, and affords that
felf-approving hour which is the beft reward of
every well-meant endeavour.,
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ADVICE T'0)HI S MONy

ABSENCE OF MIND,

or a very affeted.man ; he is, however, a

very difagreeable man in company. Heis
defe@ive in all 'the common offices of civility ; he
does not enter into the general converfation, but
breaks into it from time to time, with {fome ftarts of
his own, as if he waked from a dream. He feems
wrapped up in thought, and poflibly does not think
at all : he does not know his moft intimate acquaint-
ance by fight, or anfwers them as if he were at crofs
purpofes. He leaves his hat in one room, his cane
in another, and would probably leave his fhoes'in a
third, ifhis buckles, though awry, did not {ave them.
This is a {ure indication, either of a mind fo weak .
that it cannot bear above one objeét at a time ; or {o
affeéted, that it would be fuppofed to be wholly en
grofled by fome very great and important objects,

Sir Ifaac Newton, Mr. Locke, and perhaps five or fix
B - more

N Abfent Man is generally either a very weak
g y ¥ s
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more fince the Creation, may have had a right to
abfence, from the intenfe thought their invefligations
required ; but fuch liberties cannot be claimed by,
nor will be tolerated in, any other perfons,

No man is, in any degree, fit for either bufinefs
or converfation, who does not command his attention
to the prefent obje, beit what it will. When Ifee
a man abfent in mind, I choofe to be abfent in body;
for it is almoft impoflible for me to ftay in the room,
as I cannot ftand inattention and awkwardnefs.,

% : . :

I wourp rather be in company with a dead man,
“than with an abfent one ; for if the dead man affords
me no pleafure, at leaft he fhews me no contempt ;
whereas the abfent man very plainly, though filently,
tells me that he does not think me worth his atten-
tion. Befides, an abfent man can never make any
obfervations upon the charalters, cuftoms, and man-
ners of the company. He may be in the beft com-
panies all his life-time (if they will admit him), and
never become the wifer: we may as well converfe
with a deaf man, as an abfent one. It isindeed a
practical blunder to addrefs ourfelves to a man, who,

we plainly perceive, ne1ther heara, rhnds, nor under—
: ﬁands us *,

* It is very unpolite to appear melancholy and thought-
ful ; and, as it were, abmt from the company wl ere
}ou, are, and wrapt up in your own reflettions. And
though perhaps this may be allowable in thofe, who, for
many years, have been entirely immerfed in the ﬁudy and
con Ltmplauon of the liberal arts and {ciences ; yet, in other
© people, this is by no means to be tolerated. Nay, fuch
perfous would aét but prudently, if, at thofe feafons when
they are difpofed to indulge their own private meditations,
thcy

\



& R R N O RE O e
J MAN is fit for neither bufinefs nor pleafure,

who either cannot, or does not, command and
direét his attention tothe prefent obje&, and, in fome
degree, banith, for that time, all other objeéts from
his thoughts. If at a ball, a fupper, or a party of
pleafure, a man were to be folving, in his own mind,
a problem in Euclid, he would be a very bad com-
panion, and make a poor figure in that company ;
or if, in ftudying a problem in his clofet, he were to
think of a minuet, 1 am apt to believe that he would
make-a very poor mathematician,

they would fequefter themfelves entirely from the company
of other people:

To this it may be added (by the way) that a well-bred
man ought to check a difpofition to gaping frequently ;
becaufe this yawning propenfity fezms to arife from a
certain wearinefs and difguft; when the perfon, who is
thus difpofed to be gaping continually, wants to be fome-~
where eife, rather than where he now is; and. therefore ap~-
pears fick of the converfation and amufements of the
prefent company,

And certainly, let a man bé ever fo much inclined to
'gaping, yet if he is intent upon any agreeable amulement,
or engaged in any ferious meditation, he eafily gets rid of
this propenfity. But he who is idle and difengaged frem -
all bufinefs, this habit is extremely apt to creep upon him,
Hence it comes to pafs; that if any one perfon happews to
gape in a company, who have nothing el(e to enpage dhéir
attention, all the reft ufually follow his example ; as if he+
had put them in mind of doing, what, it they bad thought
of it, they otherwife intended to have done. Now, as.in
the Latin and other languages, a yawning fellow is fyno.
nimous or equivalent to a negligent and fluggith fellow ;
this idle cuftom ought certainly to be avoided; being (as
was obferved) difagreeable to the fight, offenfive to the ear,
and contrary alfo to that natural claim which every one has
to refpect, For when we indulge ourfelves in this Jiftels

B2 riia’s behaviour,
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Tuere is time enough. for every thing, in the
courfe of the d'1y, if you do but one thing at once :
but there is not time enough in the: year, if you will
dostwo thingsata time. .

Tais fteady an'd undiﬁipated attention to-one ob-
jectis a fure mark of a fuperior genius ; as hurry,
buftle, and agitation, are the never-failing fymptoms
of aweak and frivolous mind.

. InpEED, without attention nothing is to be done :
want of attention, which 1s really want of thought,
1s either folly ormadnefs. = You fhould not only have
attention to every thing, but a quicknefs of attention,
{0 as to obferve, at once, all the people in the room,
their motions, their looks, and their words ;' and yet
without ftaring at them, and feeming to be an ob-
ferver. . This qulck and unobferved obfervation is
of infinite advantage in life, and is to be acquired
with care ; and; on the contrary, what is called ab-
fence, which is a thoughtleffnefs and want of atten-
tion about what is doing, makes a man fo like either
afool or a madman, that, for my part, I {ee no real
difference. A fool never has thought ; a madman
has loft it; and an abfent man is, for the time,
without 1it. : ‘

In fhort, the moft material knowledge of all, I
- mean the knowledge of the world, is never to be ac-

behavxoux we not only intimate, that the company we are
in does not greatly pleafe us ; but alfo make a difcovery
pot very advantageous to ourfelves ; I mean, that we are
of & drowly, lethargic difpofition ; which'muft render us by
1o means amiable or pleafing to thoie with whom we
converfe.~GALATEQ,

quired
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quired without great attention; and I know many
old people, who, though they have lived long in the
world, are but children ftill as to the krowledge of
it, from their levity and inattention. Certain forms,
which all people comply with, and certain arts, which
all people aim at, hide, in fome degree, the truth,
and give a general exterior refemblance to almoft
every body.  Attention and fagacity muft {ee through
that veil, and difcover the naturalcharaler.

App to this, there are little attentions which are
infinitely engaging, and which {enfibly affeft that
degree of pride and felf-love. which is infeparable
from human nature; as they are unqueftionable
proofs of the regard and confideration which we have
for the perfons to whom we pay them. As for ex-
ample : Suppofe you invited any body to dine or fup
with you, you ought to recollect if you had ebferved
that they had any favourite difh, and take care to
provide it for them : and when it came, you fhould
fay, ¢ Youfeemed to me, at fuch and fuch a place,
¢ 'to give thi=difh a preference, and therefore I or-
¢¢,'dered it.—T his.is the wine that I obferved you
¢¢ liked, and therefore I procured fome.” Again:
Moft people. have-theirweaknefles ; they have their
averfions or their likings to fuch or {uch things. If
we were to laugh at a man for his averfion to a cat or
cheefe (which are common-antipathies), or, by 1nat-
tention or negligence, to let them come in his way
where we could prevent it ; he would, in the firft cafe,
think himfelf infulted, and in the fecond, flighted ;
and would remember both. But, on the other hand,
our care to procure for him what he likes, and to
remove from him what he diflikes, fhews him that he

B 3 : is
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1s at leat an obje& of our attention, flatters his vae
nity, and perhaps makes him more your friend, than
a more important fervice would have done. The

- more trifling thefe things are, the more they prove your
attention for the perfon, and are confequently the

- more engaging. Confult your own breaft, and re-
colle€t how thefe little attentions, when fhewn you
by others, flatter that degree of felf-love and vanity
from which no man living is free. Refle@ how they
mncline and attra& you to that perfon, and how you
are propitiated afterwards to all which that perfon
{ays or daes. The fame caufes will have the fame
effefts in your favour,

AWKWARDNESS OF DIFFERENT
KINDS,.

W ANY very worthy and fenfible people have
LV certain odd tricks, ili habits, and awkward.
- nefles in their behaviour *, which excite a difguft to,

* A gentleman ought riot to run, or walk in too great a
hurry along the fireets; for it is beneath the dignity of a
perfon of any rank, and more becoming a running-footman
or a poft-boy : befides that, in running, a man appears fa-
tigued, perfpires freely, and puffs and blows ; all which are
mitbecoming a man of any confequence.

Nor yet ought our pace to be fo very flow and tortoife-

like,
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and diflike of their perfons, that cannot be removed
‘or overcome by any other valuable endowment or
merit which they may poflefs.

Now, awkwardnefs can proceed but from two
caufes ; either from not having kept good company,
or from nothaving attended to it.

Wrex an awkward fellow firft comes into a room,
it is highly probable, that his fword gets between
his legs,and throws him down, or makes him ftumble,
at leaft ; when he has recovered this accident, he goes
and places himfelf in the very place of the whole

like, nor fo fiately and affeited, like that of fome lady of
quality, or a bride.

To ftagger, likewife, or totter about as we walk, and to
fretch ourfelves out, as it were, with monftrous ftrides,
is feolifh and ridiculous, )

Neither ought your hands to-hang dangling down ; nor
yet your arms to be projeéted or'toffed backwards and for-
wards, like a plowman that is fowing bis corn.

. DNeither thould you ftare a man in the face, whom you
meet, with your eyes fixed upon him, as if you faw foine-
thing to wonder at in his appearance,

There are fome people, likewife, who walk like a timo-
rous or blind horfe, litting up their legs fo high, as if they
were drawing them out of a bufhel : and fome who ftamp
their feet with great violence againft the ground, and with a,
noife hardly exceeded by the rumbling of a waggon. One
man throws his feet out cbliquely, as if he were kicking at
you ; this man knocks one knee againft the other, or per-
haps ftoops down at every ftep to pull up’ his ftockings.
There are fome, who, by an indecent motion of themrrumps,
have an-unequal kind of gait, like the waddling of a duck ;
all which things, though not of much confequence, yet,
being fomewhat awkward and ungenteel, ufvaily difpleale.

There are others who have an habit of diffending their

B 4 jaws
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room where he fhould not ; there he foon lets his hat
fall down, and, ‘in taking it up again, throws down
his cane; in recovering his cane, his hat falls 2 fe-
cond time ; {o that he is a quarter of an hour before
he is in order again. 1f he drinks tea or coffee, he
certainly fcalds his mouth, and lets either the cup or
the faucer fall, and ipills the tea or cofee in his
breeches. Atdinner, his awkwardnefs diftinguifhes
itfelf particularly, as he has more to do : there he
holds his knife, fork, and {poon, differently from
other people ; eats ‘with his knife to the great dan-
ger of his mouth, picks his teeth with his fork, and
puts his fpoon, which has been in his throat twenty

jaws every moment, twifting in their eyes, inflating their
cheeks, puffing, blowing, and marny other inelegant ways of
disfiguring their faces ; from which, if they at all ftudied
what was becoming, they would entirely abftain, For
Pallas herfelf, as the poets feign, ufed fometimes to amufe
herfelf with playing upon the pipe; in which fhe was ar-
rived at no common degree of excellence ; but as fhe was
one day very intent upon her amufement, fhe firolled to a
fountain, where, furveying herfelf in the liquid mirror, and
obferving the ftrange and monftrous appearance of her,
countenance, fhe bluthed, and immediately threw away her
pipe: nor indeed without very good reafon ; for thefe kind
of wind-inftruments are not fit for a lady, nor indeed for
a gentleman ; but for the lower fort of people, who, through
neceflity, are obliged to pra&ife it as a profeflion,

What is here faid of this inelegant diftortion of the
face, is applicable to every other part of the human body,
It is ungenteel to be continually thrufting out your tongue,
or twifting up your beard, as many do; to {mack your
fingers or rub your hands; ¢ to elaborate a figh,” with a
pecubiarly doleful found (like people in a fever), which
many people are guilty of ; or to affeét a fudden fhivering
over your whole body ; or to bawl out when you are gap-
ing, like a country fellow that has been fleeping in a hay.
lett.—~GALATEO, : ,
‘times,
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times, into the difhes again. If he is to carve, he
can never hit the joint ; but, in his vain efforts to
cut through the bone, fcatters the fauce in every
body’s face. He generally daubs himfelf with {foup
and greafe, though his napkin is commonly ftuck
through a button-hole, and tickles hischin. When
he drinks, he infallibly coughs in his glafs, and be~
{prinkles the company. Befides all this, he has
firange tricks and geftares ; fuch ‘as foufling up his
nofe, making faces, putting his fingers in his nofe,
or blowing it and looking afterwards in his.handker~
chief, fo as to make the company fick, His hands
are troublefome to him when he has not {fomething in
them, and he does not know where to put them ; but
they.are in perpetual motion between his bofom and
his breeches ¥ ; he does not wear his cloaths, and, in
fhort, does nothing like other people. All this, I

* The habit which fome people have got, of thrufting
their hands into their bofoms, or handling any part of their
perfons which is ufually covered, is an obvious inftance of
indecency, and very improper,

In like manner, it is very unbecoming a well-bred man
and a gentleman, tounake any. fort of preparation, in the
prefence of others, for complying with the neceflities of na-
ture ; and much more {0, to rzturn to his company before
he has completely adjufted every part of his drefs.

Ther¢ is a fet of people extremely odious and trouble-
fome ; who, in their converfation with others, by their gel-
tures and behaviour, are really guilty of a lie ;- for though
by the confeflion of every onme, the firft, or at lealt a
more honourable place is juftly due to them, yet they jer-
petually feizeupon the very loweft ; and it is an intolerable
plague to force them up higher: for, like a ftartith or re-
fraétory horfe; they are every moment running back ; fo
thar, in genteel company, there is an infinite deal of trouble

' with
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own, is not in any degree criminal ; but it is highly
difagreeable and ridiculous in company, and ought
moft carefully to be aveided by whoever defires to

pleafe.

From this account of what you thould not do, you
may eafily judge what you thoald do; and a due at-
tention to the manners of people of fathion, and
who have feen-the world, will make it habitual and
familiar to you. ‘

TaERE 15, likewife, an awkwardnels of expreflion
and words moft carefully to be avoided ; fuch as falfe
Englith, bad pronuaciation, old fayings, and common
proverbs ; which are fo many proofs of having kept
bad and low company. For example: If, inftead of -
faying, that ¢ taftes are different, and that every man
“¢ has his own peculiar one,” you fhouid let off a pro- -
verb, and fay, that <“ what is one man’s meat is ano-
“¢ ther man’s poifon ;” or elfe, < every one as they
¢¢ like, as the good man faid when he kiffed his
e cow ;" every body would be perfuaded that you
had never kept company with any body above foot-
men and houfemaids,

Tuere is likewife an awkwardnefs of the mind,
‘ that ought to be, and with care may be, avoided ; as,
for inftance, to miftake or forget names. To fpeak

with {uch people, whenever they come to a door; for they
will by no means in the world be prevailed upon to.go firft ;
but run, fometimes acrofs you, fometimes quite back-
wards, and with their hands and arms defend themfelves,
and make fuch a buitle, that at every third fair you muft
enter nto a regular conteit with them ; by which means ali
the pleafure of your vifit, or fomedmes even the moft impor-
tant bulinefs, muft be neceflarily interrupted.~GALATEO.

FopC
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of Mr. What-d’ye-call Him, or Mrs. Thingum, or
How-d’ye-call Her, is excef’]vely awkward and ordi-
nary. To call people-by improper titles and appel-
lations is fo.too ; as, my Lord, for Sir; and &ir, for

my Lord. To begin a flory or a narration when
you are not perfeétin it, and cannot go *hrougb with
it, but are forced, pofiibly, to {ay in the middle of it,
<< I have forgoc the reft,” is very unpleafant and
bungling. * One muft be extremely exaft, clear, 2nd
'-perfpicuous in every thing one fays ; otherwife, in-
ftead of entertaining or mform;ng others, onc only
tires and puzzles them.

B A S H F UL N B 8,8

F Y ASHFULNESS is the diftinguithing chara&er of
B an Englith booby, who appears frightened out of
his wits if people of fathion fpeak to him, and bluthes
and ftammers without being able to give a proper an-
fwer ; by which means he becomes truly ridiculous,
from the groundlefs fear of being laughed at,

TruerEeisavery material diffcrence between modefty
and an awkward bafhfulnefs, which is as ridiculous as
true modefty is commendable : 1t is as abfurd to be a
fimpleton as to beanimpudentfellow; and we make our-
felves contemptible,if we cannot come into a room and
fpeak to people without being out of countenance, or

without
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-without embarraffment. A man who is really diffident,
timid, and bafhful, be his merit what it will, ‘never
.can pufh himfelfin theworld ; his defpondency throws
him into inaftion, and the forward, the buftling, and
the petulant, will always precede him, ' The manner
makes the wholedifference. Whatwould be impudence
in one man, is only.a proper .and decent affurance
in another. ‘A man of fenfe, and of knowledge of the
world, will affert his own rights, and purfue his own
.objeds, as fteadily and intrepidly as the moftimpudent
.man living, and commonly more o ; but then he has
art enough to give an outward air of modeity to all he
does. Thisengages and prevails, whillt the very fame
things fhock and fail, from the over-bearing or Impu-
dent manner only of doing them.

ENGrisEMEN, in general, are athamed of going
into company. When we avoid fingularity, what
fhould we be athamed of? And why fhould not we
go into a gmjxed company with as much eafe, and
as little concern, as we would g0 into'our own roomn ?
Vice and ignorance are the only things we ought to
be athamed of : while we keep -clear of them, we
may venture ‘any where without fear or concern.,
Nothing finks a 'young man into low company fo
furely as Bathfulnefs. Ifhe thinks that he fhall not,
he moft furely will not pleafe. '

 Some, indeed, from feeling the pain and incon-
veniencies of Bathfulnefs, have rufhed 1ato the cther
extreme, and turned impudent; as cowards {ome-
‘times grow defperate from  excefs of danger : ‘but
this is equally to be avoided, there being nothing
more generally fhocking than impudence.” " "The
medium
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medium between thefe two extremes points out the
well.bred man, who always feels himfelf firm and
eafy in all companies ; who is modeft without being
bafhful, and fteady without being impudent.

" A mran fellow is afhamed and embarraffed when
he comes into company, is difconcerted when fpoken
to, anfwers with difficulty, and does not know how

to difpofe of his hands; but a gentleman who is

acquainted with the world, appears in company with

a graceful and preper affurance, and is perfecily eafy
and unembarrafied. He 1is not dazzled by fuperior
rank ; he pays all the refpet that is due to it, with-
out being difconcerted ; and can converfe as eafily
with a king as with any one of his{ubjeds. This is the
great advantageof being introduced young into good
company, and of converfing with our fuperiors. A

well-bred ‘man will converfe with his inferiors with-

out infolence, and with his fuperiors with reipe&, and
with eafe. Addto thi?, that a man of a gentleman-
like behaviour, though of inferior "parts, is better
reccived than a man of fuperior abilities, who is

unacquainted with the world. Modefty and a® po-

lite eafy affurance fhould be united.

LB M
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TO keep good company,. efpecially at our firft

fetting out, is the way to receive good im-
prefions.  Good company is not what refpedtive
fets of company are pleafed either to call or think
themfelves. [t confifts chiefly (though not wholly)
of peaple of confiderable birth, rank, and charac.
tex : for people of neither birth nor. rank are fre-
quently and very jultly admitted into it, if difiine
guified by any peculiar merit, or eminency in any
liberal art or f{cieace. So motley a thing is good
company, that many people, without birth, rank, or
merit, intrude into it by their own forwardnefs, and
others get into it hy the protection of fome confi-
derable perfon. In this fathionable good company,
the beft manners and the pureft language are moft
ungueftionably to be learned ; for they eftablifh and
give the Tox to both, which are called the language
and manners of good company, neither of them
being afcertained by any legal tribunal.

A company of people of the firft quality cannot
be called good company, in the common acceptation
of the phrafe, unlefs they are the fathionable and
accredited company of the place ; for people of the
firft quality can be as filly, as ill-bred, and as worth-
lefs, as people of the meaneft degree. , And a com-
pany, confilting wholly of people of very low con-
dition, whatever their merit or talents may be, can
never be called good company ; and therefore
thould not be much frequented, though by no means
defpifed.

A com~
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A-company wholly compofed of learned men,
though greatly to be refpected, is 1iot meant by the
words good company : they cannot have the eafy and
polifhed manners of the world, as they do not live
in it. If we can bear our parts well in fuch a com-
pany, it will be. proper to be in it fometimes, and
we fhall be more efteemed in other companies for
having a place in that.

A comrany confifling wholly of profefled wits
and pects, is very inviting to young men, whoare
pleafed with it, if they have wit themfelves 3 and if"
they have none, are foolithly proud of being one of
it. But fuch companies fhouid be frequented with
moderation and judgement. A wit is a very unpo-
pular denominaticn, as it carries terror along with
it; and people are as much afraid of a wit in com-
pany as a- woman is of ‘2 gun, which fhe fuppofes
may go off of itfelf, and do her a mifchief. Their
acquaintance, however, is worth feeking, and their
company worth frequenting ; but not exclufively of
others, nor to fuch a degree as to be confidered only
as one of that particular fet. 0

Asove all things, endeavour to keep company
with people above yeu ; for there you rife, as much
as you fink with peaple below you. When I fay
company above you, Ido not mean with regard to
their birth, but with regard to their merit, and the
light in which the world cerfiders them.

Tuere are two forts of good company ; one,
which is called the ssav monnE, and confifts of
thofe people who have the lzad in courts, and in the

82y
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. gay part of life ; the other confifts of thofe who are
diftinguifhed by fome peculiar merit, or who excel in
fome particular or valuable art or fcience.

Be equally careful to avoid that low company
which, in every fenfe of the word, is low indeed ;
low in rank, low in parts, low in manners, and low
in merit. Vanity, that fource of many of our fol-
lies, and of fome of our crimes, has funk many a
man into company in every light infinitely below
him, for the {ake of being the firt man in it. 'There
he di&tates, is applauded, and admired ; but he foon
difgraces himfelf, and difqualifies himfelf for any
better company.

Havine thus pointed out what company you
fhould avoid, and what company you fhould aflociate
with, I fhall next lay.down a few

CAUTIONS TO BE OBSERVED IN ADOPTING THE
° MANNERS OF A COMPANY.,

WHEN a young man, new in the world, firft gets
into company, he determines to conforin to and imi-
tate it.  But he t00- often miftakes the obje& of his
imitation. He has frequently heard the abfurd term
of genteel and fafthionable vices. He there obferves
fome people who fhine, and who in general are ad-
mired and efteemed ; and perceives that thefe peo-
ple are rakes, drunkards,” or gamefters ; he therefore
adopts their vices, miftaking. their defe@s for their
perfettions, and imagining that they owe their
fafhion and their luftre to thefe genteel vices. But
it is exallly the reverfe ; for thefe people have ac-

" quired
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- quired their reputation by their parts, their learning,
- their good-breeding, and other real accomplithmeats ;
and are only blemifhed and lowered in the opinions
of all reafonable people by thefe general and
fafthionable vices. It is therefore plain that, in
thefe mixed chara&ers, the good part only makes
people forgive, but not approve the bad.
}

Ir a man fhould, unfortunately, have any vices,
he ought at leaft to be content with his own, and not
adopt other people’s. The adoption of vice has
ruined ten times more young men, than natural
inclinations.:

Ler us imitate the real perfetions of the good
company into which we may get ; copy their polite-
nefs, their carriage, their addrefs, and the eafy and
well-bred turn of their converfation ; but we fhould
remember, that, let them fhine ever {o bright, their
vices, if they have any, are {fo many blemifhes,
which we fhould no more endeavour to imitate, than
we would make artificial warts upon our faces, be-
caufe fome very handfome man had the misfortune to
have a natural one upon his. We thould, on the
contrary, think how much handfomer he would have
been without 1it,

-Havinc thus given you inftruGtions for making
you well received in good company *, I proceed next

* RULES FOR BEHAVIOUR IN COMPANY.

Nothing ought to be faid or done which may by any
means difcover, that thofe whofe company we are in are
not much beloved, or, at leaft, much-eftcemed by us,

It fhovld feem, therefcie, not a very -decent cuftom
(which yet is pra&ifed by fome people) to affeft to be
drow(y, aud even fall afleep (en purpofe as it were), where

C . a gene
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to lay before you, what you will find of equal ufe
and importance in your commerce with the world,
fome dire&ions, or

RULES FOR CONVERSATION. -

WHEN you are in company talk

Talking. . ! 1

often, but never long ; in that cafe, if
a genteel company is met together for their mutual en-
tertainment.  For, certainly, thofe that behave in this
manner, declare in effect, that they do not much efteem
thofe who are preient, or pay any regard to their conver.
fation ; not to mention, that fomething may happen in
their fleep (efpecially if they are any ways indifpofed) that
may be difagreeable either to the ‘eyes or the ears of the
company : for one often fees, in fuch fleepy folks, the
fiweat run down their faces, or the faliva down their beards,
in no very decent manner, .

For the {ame reafon, it is rather a troublefome praftice,
‘for any one to rife up in an affembly thus converfing to-
“gether, and to walk about the room.

You meet with fome people, likewife, who are continually
wriggling and twifting themfelves about ; ftretching and
gaping, and turning themfelves fometimes on one fide,
fometimes on another, as if they were feized with a fudden
- fever ; which is a certain indication that they are tired and
difgufted with their prefent company.

In like manner, they a& very improperly who pull out
of their pockets, firft one letter, then another, and read
them before the company. ,

And much worfe does he behave, who, taking out his
feifars or his penknife, fets himfelf, with great compo-
fure, to cut and polifh his nails 5 as if he had an utter
contempt for thofe that are prefent, and therefore, to deceive
the time, was endeavouring to amufe himfe!f in fome other

anner. ‘

.. We ought alfo carefully to abftain from thofe little
ways, which are much in ufe, of humming a tune to our-
felves, or imirating the beating of a drum. with our fin-
gers upon the table, or kicking out eur feet alternately in
, an
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you do not pleafe, at lealt you are fure not to tire
your hearers *. :

an infolent manner ; for thefe are all indications of our
contempt for others.

Moreover, itis by no means decent to fit in fuch a man-
ner, as either to turn our backs upon any part of the com-
pany, or to lift up our legs {o as to difcover, to the eyes of
others, thofe parts of the body which are ufually conceal-
ed ; for we never a& thus but in the prefence of thofe for
whofe good opinion we have not the leaft regard.—GA-
LATEO. g

# There are many perfons who never know when to
leave off prating ; and, like a fhip which, once put in mo-
tion by the force of the winds, even when the fails are
furled, will not ftop; fo thefe Joguacious people, being
carried cn by a certain impulfe, continue their career j
and, though they have nothing to talk of, they neverthe-
le(s proceed 5 and either incuicate over and over agam
what they have already faid, or utter at random whatever
comes uppermoft, ‘ !

There are alfo fome people who labour under fo great
and infatiable an appetite for talking, that they will in-
terrupt others when they are going to fpeak : and, as we
fometimes fee, on a farmer’s dunghill in the country,
young chickens fhatching grains of corn out of each
othet’s little bills 5 fo thefe people catch up the difcourfe
out of the mouth of another who has begun fpeaking,
and immediately hold forth themfelves ; which is fo pro~
voking to fome people, that they would rather interchange
blows than words with them, and rather fight than
converfe with them : for, if you accurately obferve the
humours of mankind, there is.nothing :which fooner, or
more certainly, provokes a man, than the giving a fudden
check to his defires and inclinations, even in the moft
trifling affair.

Now, as an immoderate loquacity or love of talking
gives difguft, fo too great a taciturnity, or an affeéted
filence, is very difagreeable : for, to obferve an haughty
filence, where others take their turn' in the converfation,
feems to be nothing elfe than unwillingnef$ to contribute
your fhare to the common entertainment ; and as to {peak

Gy is
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o B Inrorm yourfelf of the chara@ers
charafers of and fituations of the company, before:
company be-  you give way to what your imagination
fore you talk s
g may prompt you to fay. There are, in

all companies, more wrong heads than
right ones, and many more who deferve, than who
like cenfure. Should you therefore expatiate in the
praife of fome virtue, which fome in company noto-
riouifly want ; or declaim againft any vice, which
others are notorioufly infected with ; your refletions,
however general and unapplied, will, by being
applicable, be thought perfonal, and levelled at thofe
people.  This confideration points out toyou fuffi-
ciently, not to be fufpicious and captious yourfelf,
‘nor to fuppofe that things, becaufe they may, are
therefore meant at you.

_Telling fto- TELL flories very feldom, and, ab-
”lismi':]"i hir folutely, never but where they are very
3 apt, and very fhort. Omit every cir-
cumftance that is not material, and beware of di.
greflions.  'To have frequent recourfe to narrative,
betrays great want of imagination *.
: 1

is to open your mind, as it were, to thofe that hear you ;
he, on the contrary, who is entirely filent, feems to thun
all acquaintance with the reft of the company. VW here-
fore, as thof€ people, who, at their entertainments on any
joyful eccafion, drink freely, and perhaps get drunk, love
to get tid of people who will not drink 3 fo no one defires to
Tee thefe filent gentry in their cheerful, friendly meetings :
the moft agrezable fociety, therefore, is that: where every
one is at liberty to [peak or kecep filence in his turn,——=
GaLaTEro.

* If you have a mind to relate any thing in company,
it is proper, before you begin, to have the whole ftory,
whether a picce of hiftory or any late occurrence, well fer-

! tled
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Never hold any body by the but-  Seizing peo-
ton, or the hand, in order to be heard {il:,ogy vy
out ; for, if people are not willing to g
hear you, you had much better hold your tongue
than them *.

tled in your mind ; as alfo, every name and expreffioy
ready at hand, that you may not be obliged, every mo-
ment, to interrupt your narration, and enquire of. other
people, and beg their afiiftance ; fometimes in regard to
the fat itlelf, fonetimes the names of perfons, and othet
circumftancts, of what yeu have undertaken to recite.

But if you are to relate any thing which was (aid or
done amongft any number of people, you ought not too
frequently to ule the expreflions of—¢¢ He faid,” or ¢ He
replied ;77 becaufe thefe pronouns agree equally with ali
the perfons concerned ; and this ambiguity muit neceffarily
lead the audience into an error. Itis proper, therefore,
that he who relates any fa&, fhould make ufe of fome
proper names, and take care not to change them one for
another during the naration. y '

Moreover, the reciter of any incident ought to avoid the
mentioning thofe circumftances, which if omirted the ftory
would not be lefs, or rather would be more agrecable with-
out them. “ ’T'he perfon I fpeak of was'fon of Mr.
¢ Such-a-one, who livks in St. james’s-ftreet ; do you
¢ know the man ? His wife was daughter to Mr. Such-
¢¢ a.one ; fhe was a thin woman, who ufed to come con-
‘¢ ftantly to prayers at St. Lawrence’s church : you muft
<¢ certainly know her.—Zounde! if you don’ know her,
¢ you kmow mothing I  Or, “ He was & handfome,
<t tall, old gentleman, who wore his own long hair: don’t
¢¢ you recolleét him ?’—Now, if the very fame thing
might as well bave “happened to any other perfon which
happened to him, all thss long difquifition were to little
purpole ; nay, muft be very tedious and provoking to the
audience ; who being impatient to drrive at a complete
knowledge of the affair which you have begun upon, you
feem_determined to delay the gratifving their curiofity as
long as poilible.—GaraTEo,

#* “When you are talking to any one, don’t be continually
' C3 punching
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Long talk- Lowc talkérs generally fingle out
e*‘csr:iliw}ur' fome unfortunate man in company to
= : whifper, or at leaft, in a half voice, to
convey a continuity of words to. 'This is exceflive-
ly ill-bred, and, in fome degree, a fraud ; conver-

fation-flock being a joint and common property.

But if one of thefe unmerciful talkers lays hold of
you, hear him with patience (and at leaft feeming
attention), if he is worth obliging ; for nothing
will oblige him more than a patient hearing, as no-
thing would hurt him more, than either to leave
him in the midft of his difcourfe, or to difcover
your impatience under your affliction.

Inattention THERE is nothing fo brutally fhock-
o ing, nor fo little forgiven, as a feem-
ing inattention to the perfon who is
fpeaking to you *; and I have known many a man

punching him in the fide, as fome people are ; who, after -
every fentence, keep afking the perfon they are converfing
with, ¢ Did not 1 tell you fo 2* ¢ What do you think
of the matter ? ¢ What fay you, Sir ?*> and in the’
mean time they are every moment jogging and thrufting

him with their elbow ; which cannot be confidered as a

‘mark of refpe¢t.—GaLaTEoO.

* It is alfo a very difagreeable pra&tice to interrupt a per-
fon, by any noife, in the mid&t of his fpeech ; which, in-
deed, muft give the perfon interrupted much the fame plea-
fure as it would give you, if, when you were juft reaching
the goal in full fpeed, any one fhould {fuddenly draw* you
back. '

Neither is it confiftent with good manners, when anothey
perfon is fpeaking, that you fhould contrive, either by -
thewing fomething new, or by calling the attention of the
company another way, to make him neglected and forfaken
by his audience, -
; Neithey
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knocked down for a much {lighter provocation than
that inattention which I mean. I have feen many
people, who, while you are fpeaking to them, in-
ftead of looking at, and attending to you, fix their
eyes upon the cieling, or fome other part of#the
room; look outof the window, play with a dog, twirl
their fnuff-box, or pick their nofe. Nothing dif-
covers a little, futile, frivolous mind more than this}
and nothing is fo offenfively ill-bred : it is an expli-
cit declaration on your part, that every the moft
trifling obje& deferves your attention more than all
that can be faid by the perfon who is {peaking to
you. Judge of the fentiments of hatred and re-
{fentment, which fuch treatment muft excite in every
breaft where any degree of felf-love dwells. I repeat
it again and again, that fort of vanity and felf-love
is infeparable from human nature, whatever may be

Neither does it become you to difmifs the company, who
were not invited by you, but by fome other perfon. .
You ought alfo to be attentive, when any one is talking
to you, that you may not be under the neceflity of afking
everymoment, “ JVpat do you fay 2’ ¢ How did you fap 2"
_under which fault, indeed, many people labour ; when yet
this is not attended with lefs trouble to the fpeaker, than if,
in walking, he were every moment to kick his foot againft
a ftone.  All thefe praétices, and, in general, whatever may
check the fpeaker in his courfe, whether direétly or oblique-~
ly, is caretully to be avoided. T e
And if any one be fomewhat flow in fpeaking, yqu ought
not to foreftall him, or fupply him with proper words, as if
you alone were rich and he were poor in exprefiions ; for
many people are apt to take this ill, thofe, efpecially, who
have an opinion of their own eloquence ; and therefore, they
think you do not.pay them that deference which they ima-
gine to be their due, and that you are defirous of fuggefting
hints to them in that art, in which they fancy themfelves
great proficients,—GALATEO. :

C 4 its
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its rank or condition ; even your footman will fooner
forget and forgive a beating, than any manifeft mark
of flight and coptempt. . Be, therefore, not only
really, but feemingly and manifeftly attentive towho-
ever {peaks t6 you. :

Nedveradhs It 15 confidered as the height of ill-
terrupt * any  manners to interrapt any perfon while
{peaker. {peaking, by fpeaking yourfelf, or call-

_Ang off the attention of the company t0 any’ new

¥ 7 fubje&. This, however, every child knows.

*

%

Adopt ra- T axke, rather than give, the {ubje&

therthangive of the Company you are in. If you have
the fubjedt. parts, you will fhew them, more or lefs,
upon every fubjedt ; and if you have not, you had
better talk fillily upon a fubje& of other people’s
than of your own chufing, ;
Conceal your Never difplay your learning, but on
Iearninglront - particular occafions, Reforve it for
;hecompany.' learned men, and let even thefe rather
extort it from you, than appear forward to difplay it,
Hence you will be deemed modeft, and reputed to
poflefs more knowledge than you really have. Never
feem wifer or more learned than your company.
The man who affe@s to difplay his learning, will be
frequently queftioned ; and, if found fuperficial, will
be ridiculed and defpifed ; if otherwife, he will be
deemed a pedant. Nothing can leflen real merit
( which will always fhew itfelf) in the opinion of the
worldy but an ofteatatious difplay of it by its
pofieflor,

-

WhaEN
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Wren you oppofe or contradi® any  Contradiét
perfon’s aflertion or opinion, let your with polite-
manner, your air, your terms, and your i
tone of voice be foft and gentle, and that eafily and
naturally, not affectedly. Ufe palliatives when you
contradi& ; fuch as, < I may be miftaken; I.am not
¢c {ure, butI believe, I fhould rather think, &c. *”’
Finifh any argument or difpute with fome little
good—humoured plcufantry, to thew that you are nei-
ther hurt yourfelf, nor meant to hurt your an tagonift ;
for an argument kept up & good while, often occa-
fions a temporary alienation on each fide. &

Avoip,as much as you can,in mixed Avoid ar=
companies, argumentative, polemical gumcnf;” af
converfations ;3 which certainly indif- potibtE:
pofe, for a time, the contending parties towards each
other ; and, if the controver{y grows warm and noify,
endeavour to put an end to it by fome genteel levity
or joke.

* Vou ought toaccuftom yourfelf to an elegant, modeft,
and pleafing manner of expreffion ; and fuch as hath po-
thing offenfive to thole you converie with. Thus, inftead
of faying, ¢ Sir, you don't underfland me,” you oughtraae
ther to fay, < I beliewe I do not exprefs myfelf Jo clearly as
“ [ ought to do.” It is alfo better to fuy, *¢ Let us con=
¢ fider the offair more accurately, whether ae take it rigbe
$¢ or not,”’ than, ¢ You miftakes” or, ¢ It isnot fo R,
¢ You know nothing of the matter :*° for it is a police and
amiable practice to inake fome excufe for another, even in
thofe inftances where you are convinced he might jultly be
blamed ; nay, though your friend alone has becn miftaken,
yet you fhouid reprefent the miftake as common to you
both ; and when you have afcribed fome part of itto your-
felf, then yownay venture to admonifh or to reprove him in
fome fuch cxpreflions as thefe s ““ e areunder a very great

“miflake




% RULLS FOR CONVERSATION,

3 &
M2 1 Alwaysde- « ARGUMENTS fhould never be main-
1 batewithtem- ained with heat and clamour, though
we believe or know ourfelves “to be in
the right ; we fhould give our cpinions modeftly and
coolly ; and if that will not.do, endeavour to change
the con verfation, by {aying, ¢« We {hall not be able
‘“ to convince one another, nor is 1t neceflary that
%" % we thould, fo let us talk of fomething elfe *,”

$ wifiake bere s or, ¢ qwe did not recolle? hoav ave fottled

 Lhis affuir yeflerday 3 though, perhaps, it wag pe alone,
and not you, that was fo forgetful. ' ‘

- That kind of expreffions alfo, which rude people fome-
times make ufe of; fuch asy ““If avbat ysu fay is true,”
are extremely unpolite ; for 2 man’s veracity ought not fo
very lightly to be called in queftion, >

* Thofe people, likewif, who centradit whatever is
. fpoken by others, and make every affertion matter of dif-

.. pute and altercation, difcover, by that very behaviour, that
= they are very little acquainted with human nature : for every
: ""gnc is fond of viGtory ; and it is with extreme reiutance

1

. uithat they fubmit to be overborne, eithar in converfation or
¥ in the management of affairs. Befides, to be (o ready to
i oppole other peeple, upon ali occafions, is converfing like
enemies rather than friends : he, therefore, that withes to
appear amiable and agreeable to his acquaintance, will not
have continually in his mouth exprefiions of this kind :
¢ *Tis falfe, Sir: whatever you may think, the affair is as
I fay ;> and the like. Nor let him be fo ready to prove
ey trifle by a bett or wager ; but rather Jet him make it
a‘onﬁant rule to {ubmit with complaifance to the opinion’
- of others, efpecially in matters of no great moment : be-
caufe vitories of this kind often coft 4 man extremely dear
for he that comes off Vi&orioqs in fome frivolous difpute,
frequently fuffers the lofs of fome 1htimate friend ; and at
the fame time, makes himfelf (o difagreesble to others, that
they dare not venture to be upon a familiar footing with
him, for fear of being every moment engaged in fome foolifh
altercation, R *
If any one, however, fhculd, at any time, be diawn ic;)}o
' ; ok - adif-
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RemeMBER that there is a local pro- Local pro-
priety to be obferved in all companies ; I;E?e?;:é’ be
and that whatis extremely proper in one
company may be, and often is, highly improper
in another.

T a jokes, bons mots, the little adven- Jokes, bons
tures, which may do very well in one i
company, will feem flat and tedious when related in
another. - The particular charalters, the habits, the
cant of one company may give merit to a word, or a
gefture, which would have none at all if divefted of
thofe accidental circumftances. Here gpeople very
commonly err ; and fond of fomething that has en-
tertained them in one company, and in certain cir=-
cumftances, repeatit with emphafis in another, where
it is either infipid, or, it may be, offenfive, by being
ill-timed or mifplaced. Nay, they often do it with
this filly preamble: ¢ I will tell you an excelleng |
s¢ thing;”” or, *< I will tell you the beft thing in the
¢t world.” This raifes expefations, which, whens ;
abfolately difappointed, make the relator of this ex-
cellent thing look, very defervedly, like a fool. -

Uron all occafions avoid fpeaking of ~ Egotifm.
yourfelf, if it be pofible. Some, abruptly, {peak
advantageoufly of themfelves, without either pie-

a difpute by the company heis engaged in, let him manage
itin a mild and gentle manner, and not appear too €ager for
the viGtory; but let every one fo far enjoy his own opinion,
as to leave the decifion of the matter in queftion to the ma-
jority, or at leaft to the moft zealous part of the company 5
and “thus the victory, as due, will voluntarily be yielded to
you,—GALATEO, \ i 4

" tencels
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‘tenceor provocation.  ‘This is downright impudence,
Others proceed more artfully, as they imagine;
forging accufations againft themfelves, and .com- |
Plaining of calumnies which they never heard, in
order. to ju‘ﬂify themfelves, and exhibit a catalogue
of their many virtues. << They acknowledge,indeed,
““ 1t may appear odd, that they fhould ‘talk thas of
¢ themfelves, it is what they have a great averfion
““ toy and what they could not have done, if they
¢ had ot been thus unjaftly and fcandaloufly abuf-
“¢ ed.”” " 'This thin veil of modefty drawn before va-
nity, is much too tranfﬁarent to conceal it, even
from thofe who have but a moderate fhare of pe-
netration. - :

“OTrERS g0 to work more modeftly and more flily
Bl sathey confefs ‘themfelves guilty of all the car-
-‘?v’;di';lal virtues, by firft degrading them into weak-
‘ﬁgﬁks, and ‘then acknowledging their misfortune in
_ being made up of thofe weakneffes, ¢ They cannot
L fee people Iabouring under misfortunes, without
““ {fympathizing with, and endeavouring to help
““them. They cannot fee their fellow-creatures in
““ diftrefls without relieving them ; though, truly,
“ their circumftances cannot very well afford it,
<¢ L'hey cannot avoid fpeaking the truth, though
e Ehéy acknowledge it to be fometimes imprudent.
“¢ In fhort, they confefs that, with al] thefe weak -
““ nelles, they are not fit to live in the world, much
¢ lefs to profper in it. But they are now too old te
“¢ purfue a contrary conduét, and therefore they muf
¢ rub on as well as they can.”

'THOUGH
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TrovucH this mayappear too ridiculous and outré
even for the ftage, yet it is frequently met with upon
the common ftage of the world. This principle of
vanity and pride is {fo flrong in human nature, that
it defcends even to the loweft objetts ; and we often
fee people fithing for praife, where, admitting all
they fay to be true, no juft praife is to be canght.
One perhaps affirms, that he has rode polt an hun~
dred milesin fix hours : probably, thisis a falfehood 3
but, even fuppofing it to be true, what then ? Why
it muft be admitted that he is a very good Poft-boy,
that is all.  Another aflerts, perhaps not without 2
few oaths, that he has drank fix or eight bottles of
wine at a fitting. It would be charitable to believe
fuch a man aliar; for if we do not, we muft certain~
ly pronounce him a beaft.

Trere area thoufand {uch follies and extravagan-
cies which vanity draws people into, and which al-
ways defeat their own purpofe. The only methcd
of avoiding thele evils, 1s never to {peak of ourfelves..
But when, in a narrative, we are obliged to mention
ourfelves, we thould take care not to drop a fingle
word that can direltly or indire&ly be “conftrued 23 .
filhing for applaufe. Be our charaGers what they
will, they will be known ; and nobody will take them
upon our ewn words. Nothing that we can fay our-
feives will varnifh our defeéls, or add luftre to-our
perfections ; but, on the contrary, it will often make
the former more glaring, and the latter obfcure. If
we are filent upon our own merits, neither envy, in-
dignation, nor ridicule will obfirut or allay the ap-
plaufe which we may really deferve. But, if we are
our own panegyrifts upon any occafion, however art-

fully
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fully drefled or difguifed, every one will confpire
againft us, and we fhall be difappointed of the very
end we aim at *,

Benotdark . Taxr care never to feem dark and
e Rten myfterious ; which is not ouly a very un-
' amiable chara&er, but a very fufpicious
one too: if you feem myfterious with others, they
will be really fo with you, and you will know no-
thing. - The height of abilities is, to have a frank,
open, and ingenuous exterior, with a prudent and
referved interior 3 to be upon your own guard, and
yet, by a feeming natural opennefs, to put people off of
theirs, The majority of every company will avail

* Neither ought any one to boaft of his nobility, his ho-
nours, or his riches ; much lefs of his own wifdom: or
magnificently to extol the bravery and great aétions, either
of himfelf or of his anceftors : or what is but too comton,
at every other word to talk of his family : for he that does
thus, will appear to do it in oppofition to the prefent com-
pany ; efpecially if they are not, or at leaft thivk they are
not, lefs noble, lefs honcurable, or lefs brave than himfelf.
Or, if they are really his inferiors in rank or ftation, he will
be deemed to opprefs them, as'jt were, by his grandeur ; and
defignedly to'reproach them with their meannels and mi.
fery ; which muft be univerfally difpleafing to all mankind,

Nor ye tought any one to extenuate or demean himfelf
too much, any more than he fhould immoderately exalt
himfelf : butrather fubftra& a little from his real dignity
and merits, than arcogate too much by his words, even in
the moft trifling inftance. For what is really laudable muft
difpleafe in the excefs,

Yet, it muft be obferved, that thofe who immoderately
extenuate their actions by their words, and renounce thofe
honours which are indifputably their due, by that very con-
duct difcover a greater degree of pride, even than thofe who
in this refpeét wlurp what does not belong to them,—
GALATEO.

them-
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themf{elves of every indifcreet and unguarded ex-
_ preflion of yours, if they can turn it to their own ad-
vantage.

ALways look people in the face IL,‘:’:; P{CO-
when you fpeak to them ; thenot doing PF T {;e;’f:
it is thought to imply confcious guilt; ing.
befides that you lofe the .advantage of obferving, by
their countenances, what impreflion your difcourfe
makes upon them. In order to know people’s real
fentiments, I truft much more to my eyes than to my
ears; for they can fay whatever they have a mind
I fhould hear; but they can feldom help looking
-what they have no intention that I thould know.

Privare fcandal thould never be re-  Scandal.
ceived nor retailed willingly ; for tho’
the defamation of others may, for the prefent, gra-
tify the malignity or the pride of our hearts, yet cool
refle@ion will draw very di(advantageous conclufions
* from {uch a difpofition : In fcandal, as in robbery,
the receiver is always thought as bad as the thief *,

NEvER,in converfation, attack whole : Never in-
bodies of any kind ; for you may there- ;éf;fft-'f;l":“l
11CC 1S
by unne\.eﬂ'arlly make yourﬁh a great

* We ought not to fpeak flightingly of others, or cf their
affairs ; fox, notwithftanding we may feem,. by that means,
to gain the moft willing and xea'!y attention (\’xom the envy
which mankind ulmlxy conceive at the advavtages and ho-
nours which are paid to others), yet every one will at Jength
avoid us, as they would a mifchievous bull : for all men
fhun the acquaintance of people addiéted to fcandal ; natua
rally fuppofing, that what they fay of others in their com=
pany, they will iy of them in the company of others.—

GALATEO.
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number of enemies. ~Among women, as among men,
there are good as well as bad, and it may be, full as
many, or more good than among men., This rule
holds as to lawyers, foldiers, parfons, courtiers, citi-
zens, &c. They are all men, fubje& to the fame
paffions and {fentiments, differing only in the manner,
according to their feveral educations ; and it would
be as imprudent as unjuft to attack any of them by
the lump. Individuals forgive fometimes ; but bo-
dies and focieties never do. Many yonng people
think it.very genteel and witty to abufe the Clergy ;
" in which they are extremely mittaken ; fince, in my

opinion, parfons are very like men, and neither the .

better nor the worfe for wearing a black gown,
All general refleftions upon nations and f{ocieties are
the trite, thread-bare jokes of thofe who fet up for
wit without having any, and fo have recourfe to
common-place. Judge of individuals from your own
knowledge of them, and not from their fex, pro-
fefliou, or denomination.

MiMicry, which is the common, and
favourite amufement of little, low minds,
isin the utmoft contempt with great ones. It is the
loweft and moft illiberal of all buffoonery. We
thould neither pradife it, nor applaud it in others.
Befides that, the perfon mimicked is infulted ; and,
as I have often obferved to you before, an infult is
never forgiven *,

Mimicry.

* Neither ought any thing to be done’in an abje&,
fawning, or buffoonith manner, merely to make other
people laugh; fuch as, diftorting our mouths or our
eyes, and imitating the follies and gefticulations of an har-
lequin or a merry-andrew : for no one onght bafely to de-

mean

e o A a gt by oo )
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- WE may freque'ntly hear (orr're people, by
in good company, interlard their conver-

fation with oaths, by way of embellifhment, as they
fuppofe ; but we muft obferve too, that thofe who
do fo, are never thofe who contribute, in any de-
gree, to give that company the denomination of good
company. - They are generally people of low educa-
tion ; for fwearing, without having a fingle tempta-
tion to plead, is as filly, and as illiberal, as it is

wicked.

WHATEVER we fay in company, if we Stlkerlngy -
fay it with a fupercilious, Cynical face,
or an embarraffed countenance, or afilly difconcerted
grin, it will be ill received, If we mutter it, or utter

mean himfelf to pleafe other people. This is not the ac-
complifhment of a gentleman, but of a mimic and a buf-
foon ; whofe vulgar and plebeian methods of entertaining
their company ought by no means to be imitated.

Yet I would not have you affect a ftupid infenfibility in
this refpect, or too great delicacy on thefe occafions ; but he
that can feafonably produce fomething new and fmart (in
this way) and not obvious to every one, let him produce
it ; but he that is not bleft with this faculty, let him hold
his tongue : for thefe things proceed from the different turn
of men’s minds; which if they are elegant and agreeable,
they convey an idea of the ingenuity and readinefs of wit
in the perfon that utters them ; which generally gives great
pleafure to others, and renders the pérfon agreeable and en-
tertaining : but if the contrary is the cafe, we muft expect
a contrary effet; for people that aim at this kind of wit,
without the ability, are like an afs that pretends to be
pleafant, or a fat, punch-bellied fellow, who fhould attempt
to lead up a minvet, or {trip himfelf and dance an hornpipe

wpon the ftage.~GaLaTEO.

»
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it indiftinétly and ungracefully, it will be ftill worfe
received *. . ‘ Sk

Talk notof ~ Never talk of your own or other

Zﬁ?c‘r ‘;Ve"lf‘for:g{ people’s domeftic affairs ; yours are no-

private affairs. thing to them but tedious; theirs are
; nothing to you. Itisa tender {ubje& ;
and it is a chance if you do not touch {fomebody or
other’s fore place. 1In this cafe, there is no trufting
to {pecious appearances, which are often fo contrary
to the real fituation of things between men and their
wives, parents and their children, feeming friends,
&c. that, with the beft intentions in the world, we
very often make fome very difagreeable blunders +.

% He alfo who, either in token of admiration or by way of
fneer, makes a particular kind of noife with his mouth, ex-
hibits an idea of dcformity ; and thefe things, which are
thus expreffed by figns, differ but little from the things
themfelves.

+ A great part of mankind are fo wonderfully pleafed
with themfelves, as not in the leaft to regard whether they
pleafe or difpleafeother people : and, in order to difplay their

own fagacity, great fenfe, and wifdom, they will be giving -

‘their advice to one man, finding faulgwith another, and dif-
puting witha third ; and, in fhort, they oppofe the opinions
of other people with (o much vehemence, that from words
they often come to blows ; as they will allow no weight
in any one’s opinion but their own. But to give one’s ad-
vice to others, unafked, is,in effe, to declare, that we are
much wifer than thofe to whom we give it; and is a kind
of reproaching them with their ignorance and inexperience,

This freedom, therefore, ought not to be taken with mere

common acquaintance ; but only with thofe to whom we
are united by the moft intimate friendfhip, or thofe of
whom the care and infpedtion is particularly committed to
our charge ; or even with a ftranger, if we perceive him to
be threatened with any imminent danger.  Butin our daily

intercourfe with mankind, we ought to be cautious not to *

obtrude
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Norrinc makesa man look fillier,
in company, than a joke or pleafantry
not relifhed, or not underftood ; and, if he meets with
a profound filence when he expeted a general ap-
plaufe; or, what is ftil] worfe, if he is defired to ex-
plain the joke or 4oz mot; his awkward and embatr-
rafled fituation is eafier imagined than defcribed,

Explicitnefs.

Bz careful how you repeat in one Sebrety.

company what you hear in another.

Things feemingly indifferent may, by circulation,
have much graver confequences than may be ima-
gined. 'Thereis a kind of general tacit truft in
converfation, by which a man is engaged not to re~
port any thing out of it, though he is not immedi-
ately enjoined fecrecy. , A retailer of this kind
draws himfelf into a thoufand {crapes and difcuflions,-
and is fhily and indifferently received wherever he.
goes.

- \
obtrude our advice too officioufly upon others, nor fliew
ourfelves impertinently {olicitous about their affairs. Into
this miltake, however, many are apt to fall ; but, for the
moft part, people of no great depth of underftanding : for
thefeignorant and fuperficial people are led merely by their
fenfes, and feldom make any deep refleétions upon what
comes before them 'y being that fort of men, who have
fearcely any matters of confequence fubmitted to their difs
quifition and examination, But however this may -be, he
thar is offering his advice upon all cccafions, and th"u_s;
diltributing it at raridom, gives a plain intimation to the
reft of the world, that they are entirely deflitute of that
wifdom and prudence in which he fo greatly abounds.—e
GALATEO,

D2 ALWAYS
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LSt vouls ArLways adapt your converf:ation to
converfation  the people you are converfing with ; for
to the com= T fuppofe you would not talk upon the
(e fame fubje&, and in the fame manner,
to a bifhop, a philofopher, a captain, and a wo-
man,

?;T:V?ufl;g-f _Prorie of an ordinary, low educa-
i fu}k:j et or tion, when they happen to fall into good
faugh of the company, imagine themfelves the only
company. obje& of its attention: if the company
whifpers, it is, to be fure, concerning them ; if they
laugh, it is at them ; and if any thing ambiguous,
that by the moft forced interpretation can be applied.
to them, happens to be faid, they are convinced that

it was meant at them ; upon which they grow out of

countenance firft, and then angry. This miftake 1s
very well ridiculed in the Stratagem, where Sgcrub
fays, “ Iam fure they talked of me, for they laughed
¢< confumedly.” A well-bred man feldom thinks,
but never feems to think, himfelf flighted, under-
valued, or laughed at in company, unlefs where it is
fo plainly marked out, that his honour obliges him
to refent it in a proper manner. On the contrary,
a vulgar man is captious and jealous; eager and im-
petuous about trifles. He fufpe@ts himfelf to be
flighted ; thinks every thing that is faid meant at
him : if the company happens to laugh, he is per-
fuaded they laugh at him; he grows angry and
tefty, fays fomething very impertinent, and draws
himfelf into a fcrape, by fhewing what he calls a
proper fpirit, and afferting himfelf., The conver-
fation of a vulgar man alfo always favours ftrongly
of the lewnefs of his education and company. It

turns
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turns chiefly upon his domeftic affairs, his fervants,
the excellent order he keeps in his own family, and
the little anecdotes of the neighbourhood ; all which
he relates with emphafis, as interefting matters., He
is a man-goffip,

A cerraln degree of exterior feri-
oufnefs in looks and motions gives dig-
nity, without excluding wit and decent chearfulnefs.
A conftant fmirk upon the face, and a whiffling aéti-
vity of the body, are firong indications of futility,

Serioufnefss

E O O N Oy Y,

FOOL fquanders away, without credit or ad-

vantage to himfelf, more than a man of fenfe
{pends with both. The lattér employs his money as
he does his time, and never fpends ‘a fhilling of the
one, not a minute of the other, but in fomething that
is either ufeful or rationally pleafing to himfelf or
others. 'The former buys whatever he does not want,
and does not pay for what he does want. He can-
not withftand the charms of a toy-fhop : fnuff-boxes,
watches, heads of canes, &c. are his deftrution. His
fervants and tradefmen confpire with his own indg-.
lence to cheat him; and,in a very little time, he is
aftonifhed, in the midft of all the ridiculous fuper-
fluities, to find himfelf in want of all the real com-
forts and neceflaries of life.

g WirHouT
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Wirnour care and method, the largelt fortune
will not, and with them 'almoft the fmalleft will,
fupply all neceffary expences. As far as you can
poflibly, pay ready money for every thiag you buy,
and avoid bills. Pay that money too yourfelf, and
not through the hands of any fervant; who always
either ftipulates poundage, or requires a prefent for
his good word, as they call it. Where you muft
have bills (as for meat and drink, clothes, &c.) pay
them regularly every month, and with your own
hand. Never, from a miftaken economy, buy a
thing you do not want, becaufe it is cheap; or, from
a filly pride. becaufe it is dear. Keep an account,
in a book, of all that you receive, and of all that you
pay ; for no man who knows what he receives, and
what he pays, ever runs out. I do not mean that
you fhould keep an account of the fhillings and half-
crowns which you may fpend in chair-hire, operas,
&c. they are unworthy of the time, and the ink, that
they would confume; leave fuch minutiz to dull,
penny-wife fellows : but remember, in economy,
as well as in every other part of life, to have the
proper attention to proper objefts, and the proper
contempt for little ones.

! i i B B R Ol = L e

OUNG perfons have commonly an unguarded
B franknefs about them, which makes them the

cafy prey and bubbles of the artful and  the experi-
enced :
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enced : they look upon every knave or fool who tells
them that he is their friend, to be really {fo; and
pay that profeflion of fimulated friendfhip with an
indifcreet and unbounded confidence, always to their
lofs, often to their ruin. Beware of thefe proffered
friendfhips. Receive them with great civility, but
with great incredulity £00 ; and pay them with com-
pliments, but not with confidence. Do not {uppofe
“that people become friends. at firft fight, or even
upon a fhort acquaintance. Real friendfhip is a flow
grower; and never thrives, unlefs ingrafted upon a
ftock of known and reciprocal merit. ,

Tugpre is another kind of nominal friendfhip
among young people, which is warm for the time,
but luckily of fhort duration, ‘This® friendfhip is
haftily preduced, by their being accidentally thrown
together, and purfuing the fame courfe of riot and
debauchery. A fine friendfhip, truly ! and well ce=
mented by drunkennefs and lewdnefs. It fhould
rather be called a confpiracy againit morals and good-
manners, and be punifhed as fuch by the civil ma=
giftrate. However, they have the impudence, and
the folly, to call this confederacy a friendfhip. They.
lend one another money, for bad purpofes ; they en-
gage in quarrels, offenfive and defenfive, for their
accomplices ; they tell one another all they know,
and often more too; when, of a fudden, fome ac-
. cident difperfes them; and they think no more of each
other, unlefs it be to betray and laugh at their im-
prudent confidence. '

Waugrw a mah ufes ftrong proteftations or ‘oaths to

make you belicve a thing, which is of itfelf fo_pro-
: D 4 bable
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bable that the bare faying of it would be fuficient,
depend upon it he deceives you, and is highly in-
terefted in making you believe it, or elfe he would
not take {o much pains.

ReEMEMBER to make a great difference between
companions and friends ; for a very complaifant and
agreeable companion may, and often does, prove a
very improper and a very dangerous friend. People
will, in a great degree, form their opinion of you,
upon that which they have of your friends ; and
“there is a Spanifh proverb, which fays, very juftly,
¢ Tell me who you live with, and I wil] tell you
“‘ who you are.” - One may fairly fuppofe, that a
man, who makes a knave or a fool his friend, has
fomething very bad to do, or to conceal. But, at
the fame time that you carefully decline the frienda
thip of knaves and fools, if it can be called friend-
fhip, there is no occafion to make either of them
your enemies, wantonly and unprovoked ; for they
_are namerous bodies ; and I would rather chufe a
{ecure neutrality, than alliance or war with either of
them. You may be a declared enemy to their vices
and follies, without being marked out by them as a
perfonal one, Their enmity is the next dangerous
thing to their friendfhip. Have a real referve with
almoft every body ; and have a feeming referve with
almoft nobody ; for it is very. difagreeable to feem
referved, and very dangerous not to be fo, Few
people find the true medium : many are ridiculoufly
mylterious and referved upon trifles ; and many im-
prudently communicative of all they know,

G O O D-
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OOD-BREEDING has been very juftly de-

fined to be ¢¢ the refult of much good-fenfe,
<< fome good-nature, and a little felf-denial for the
¢ {ake of others, and with a view to obtain the
¢¢ {ame indulgence from them.”

Goop-BrEEDING alone can prepoflefs people in
our favour at firft fight ; more time being neceflary
to difcover greater talents. Good-breeding, how-
ever, does not confift in low bows and formal cere-
mony ; but in an eafy, civil, and refpeétful be-
haviour.

InDEED, good-fenfe in many cafes muft determine
good-breeding ; for what would be civil at one time,
and to one perfon, would be rude at another time,
and to another perfon : there are, however, {fome
general rules of good-breeding. As for example :
To anfwer only Yes, or No, to any perfon, without
adding Sir, My Lord, or Madam (as it may happen),
is always extremely rude ; and it is equally {o not to
oive proper attention and a civil an{wer when {poken
to : fuch behaviour convinces the perfon who 13
fpeaking to us, that we defpife him, and do not
think him worthy of our attention, or an anfwer.

A weLr-BrED perfon will take care to anfier
with complaifance when he is fpoken to ; will place
himfelf at the lower end of the table, unlefs bid to
go higher ; will firft drink to the lady of the houfe,
and then to the mafter; he will not eat awkwardly

& or

o



&2 GOOD-BEREEDIN G,

“or dirtily, nor fit when  others ftand ; and he will

do all this with an air of eomplaifance, and not with
a grave ill-natured look, as if he did it all anwil-
lingly. '

TaerE is nothing more difficult to attain, or fo
neceffary to poffefs, as perfeét good-breeding; which
1s equally inconfiftent with a Rif formality; an im-
pertinent forwardnefs, and an awkward bafhfulnefs,
A little ceremony is fometimes neceflary ; a certain
degree of firmnefs is abfolutely fo; and an. outward
modefty is extremely becoming.

VirTuE and learning, like gold, have their in-
trinfic value; but, if they are not polithed, they cer-
tainly lofe a great deal of their luftre : and even po-
lithed brafs will pafs upon more people than rough

.gold. What a number of fins does the chearful, eafy,

good-breeding of the French frequently cover !

. My Lord Bacon fays, ¢ That a pleafing figure is
€¢ 4 perpetual letter of recommendation.” It is cer-
tainly an agreeable fore-runner of merit, and fimooths
the way forit.

A wmax of good-breeding fhould be acquainted
with the forms and partic%ear cuftoms of Courts. At
Vienna, men always make curtfies, inftead of bows,
to the Emperor: in France, nobody bows to the
King, or kiffes his hand ; butin Spain and England,
bows are made, and hands are kiffed. Thus every
Court has fome peculiarity, which thofe who vifit
them ought previoufly to inform themfelves of, to
avoid blunders and awkwardnéfies,

o R lﬁ’Vt RY
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Very few, fearcely any, are wanting in the re-
fpe& which they thould thew to thofe whom they
acknowledge to be infinitely their fuperiors. The
man of fathion, and of the world, exprefles it in its
fulleft extent ; but naturally, eafily, and without con-
cern - whereas .a man; who is not ufed to keep
good company, expreffesit awkwardly ; one {ees that
he is not ufed to it, and that it cofts him a great
deal : but I never faw the worft-bred man living
guilty of lolling, whiflling, feratching his head, and
fach like indecencies, in company that he refpected.
In {fuch companies, therefore, the only point to be
attended to is, to fhew that refpe@ which every body
means to fhew, inan ealy, unembarrafled, and grace-
ful manner. :

In mixed companies, whoever is admitted to make
part of them, s, for the time at leaft, {uppofed to be
upon a footing of equality with the reft; and-confe-
quently, every one claims, and very juftly, every mark
of civility and good-breeding, Eafe is allowed, but
carele@nefs and negligence ave ftrictly forbiddens |
a man accofts you, and talks to you ever fo dully”or
frivoloully, it 1s worfe than rudenefs, it is brutality,
to thew him, by a manifeft inattention to what he
fays, that you think hiw a fool ora blockhead, and
not worth hearing. It is;much more fo with regard *
to women ; who, of whatever rank they are, are
intitled, in confideration of their fex, not only to
an attentive, but an officious -good-breeding from
men. Their little wants, likings, diflikes, prefe-
vences, autipathies, fancies, whims, and evenm im-
pertinencies, muit be officioufly attended to, flattered,
and, if poffible, guefled at and anticipated by a well-

- : bred
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bred man. You muft never ufurp to yourfelf thofe
conveniencies and agremens which are of common
right ; fuch as the beft places, the beft difhes, &c.
but,,on the contrary, always decline them yourfelf, and
offer them to others; who, in their turns, will offer
them to you : fo that, upon the whole, you will, in
your turn, enjoy your fhare of common right.

Tre third fort of good-breeding is local, and is
varioufly modified in not only different countries,
but in different towns of the {ame country. But it
muft be founded upon the two former forts ; they are
the matter, tp which, in this cafe, Fathion and
Cuftom only give the different fhapesand impreflions.
Whoever has the firft two forts, will eafily acquire
this third fort of good-breeding, which depends fingly
upon attention and obfervation. It is properly the
polith, the lufre, the laft finithing ftrokes of good-
breeding. A man of fenfe, therefore, carefully at-
~tends to the local manners of the refpective places
where he is, and takes for his models thofe perfons
whom he obferves to be at the head of the fathion
and good-breeding. He watches how they" addrefs
themfelves to their fuperiors, how they accoft their
equals, and how they treat their inferiors ; and lets
none of thofe little niceties efcape bim, which are to
good-breeding what the laft delicate and mafterly
touches are to a good pifture, and which the vulgar
have no notion of, but by which good judge®diftin-
guith the mafter. He attends even to their air, drefs,
and motions, and imitates them liberally, and not
fervilely ; he copies, but does not mimic. Thefe
perfonal graces are of very great confequence. They
anticipate the fentiments, before merit can engage
: a the
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the underftanding ; they captivate the heart, and
give rife, I believe, to the extravagant notions of
Charms and Philtres, Their effetts were fo- fur-
prifing, that they were reckoned {upernatural,

Ix fhort, as it is neceffary to poffefs learning, ho-
nour, and virtue, to gain the efteem and admiration
of mankind, fo politenefs and good-breeding are
equally neceflary to render us agreeable in converfa-
tion and common life. Great talents are above the
generality of the world, who neither poflefs them
themfelves, nor are competent judges of them in
others : but all are judges of the leffer talents, fuch
as civility, affability, and an agreeable addrefs and
manner ; becaufe they feel the good effets of them,
as making fociety eafy and agreeable.

To conclude : Be affured that the profoundeft
learning, without good-breeding, is unwelcome and
tivefome pedantry ; that a man who 1s not perfetly
well-bred, is unfit for good company, and unwelcome
in it ; and that a man who is not well-bred, is full
as unfit for bufinefs as for company, :

Make, then, good-breeding' the great obje& of
your thoughts and ations. Obferve carefully the
behaviour and maaners of thofe who are diftinguifh-
ed by their good-breeding ; imitate, nay, endeavour
to exgel, that you may at leail reach them ; and be
convinced that good-breeding is to all worldly quali-
feations, what cnarity is to all chriftian virtues, Ob-
ferve how it adorns mesit, and how often it covers the
want of 1t.

G R A'CES.
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Art of HE defire of pleafing is at leaft
pleehingayi 2 half the art of doing it ; the reft
depends only upon the manner, which attention, gb-
fervation, and frequenting good company will teach.
Thofe who are lazy, carelefs, and indifferent whe-
ther they pleafe or not, we may depend apon it, will

3 3 : ne
¥ We muft not think it fufficient that we do any thing
merely well 5 but we ought to make it our ftudy to do

- every thing gracefully alfo.

Now, Grace is nothing more than a certain luftre, which
fhines forth from an harmony of the parts of things, pro-
perly conneéted and clegantly difpofed in regard to the
whole : without which {ymmetry, indeed, what is really
good, may not be beautiful ; and without which, even
beauty itfelf is not graceful or even pleafing, And as a
difh, however good or wholefome, is not likely to pleafe our
guelts, if it has either no flavour at all, or a bad one ; thus
the behaviour of men, though it really offend no one, may,
neverthelefs, be infipid, and " even diftafteful, unlefs a man
can learn that fweetnefs of manners, which, I apprehend,
is properly called Elecance and Grace,

Wherefore; every kind of vice ought, indeed, on its own
account, and without any other caufe, to be efteemead ex.
tremely odious ; for vice'is a thing fo very fhocking and
unbecoming a gentleman, that cvery well-regulated and
virtuous mind muft feel pain and difguft at the ignominious
appearance of it. He, therefore, that is defirous of appear-’.
ing amiable in his conve) fation with mankind, ought, above -
all things, to fhun eyery. kind of vice; thofe efpecially.
which are the moft thameful and bafe; fuch as lw:ury,
avarice, crueity, and the like: of which fome aré cvidently
vile and abje®'; fuch as gluttony ahd drunkennefs : fome
filthy and obfcene; fuch as lewdnefs : fome fhockingly
wicked; as murder, and (o of the reft, Every one of which
18, in its own nature, fome more fome lefs, pcculiar]y'
odious and deteftable to others, Now all thefe vices in ge-
neral, as things feandaloys and unlawful, render a man
thoroughly difagreeable in common life.~GaLATEO.

never
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never pleafe. Theart of pleafing is avery neceflary
one to poflefs, but a very difficult one to “acquire.
To.do as one would be done by, is the fureft method
of pleafing. Obferve carefully what pleafes us in
others, and probably the fame things in us will pleafe
others. If we are pleafed with the complaifance and
attention of others to our humours, our taftes, or our
weaknefles ; the fame complaifance and attention on
our parts to theirs, will equally pleéfc them. Let us
be ferious, gay, or even trifling, as we find the pre-
fent humour of the company: thisis an‘attention due
from every individual to the majority. The art of
pleafing cannot be reduced to a receipt ; if it could,
that receipt would be worth purchafing at any price.
Good-fenfe ‘and good-nature are the principal ingre-
dients ; and our own obfervation, and the gaod ad-
vice of others, muft give the right colour and tafte
to 1it,

Taug graces of the perfon, the countenance, and
the way of {peaking, are effential things: the very
ame thing faid by a genteel perfon in an engaging
way, and gracefully and diftinctly {poken, would
pleafe ; which - would - fhock if muttered clt by an
awkward figure, with a {ullen ferious countenances:
The Poets reprefent Venus as attended by the Three
Graces, to intimate, that evea beauty will not de
without. I\’ﬁnerva-o‘:?ght to have three alfo; for,
without them, learning has few attraftions.

Ir we examine ourfelves ferioufly, why particular
people pleafe and engage us, more than others of
equal merit, we fhall always find, that 1tis becaufe the
former have the Graces, and the latter not, I have

‘ known
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known many a woman, with an exa& thape, and g
fymmetrical aflemblage of beautiful features, pleafe
nobedy ; while others, with very moderate fhapes
and features, have charmed every body. Itis cer-
tain that Venus will not charm fo' much without
her attendant Graces, as they will without her,
Among men, how often has the moft folid merit been
neglected, unwelcome, or even rejected for want of
them ! while flimfy parts, little knowledge, and lefs
merit, introduced by the Graces, have been received,

cherifhed, and admired !

”

WEe proceed now to inveftigate what thefe Graces
are, and to give fome inftru&ions for acquiring

them.

A man’s fortune is frequently de-

Addrefs. 4 % <
cided for ever by his firft addrefs #, If

* Every one fhould accuftom himfelf to addrefs others in
akind and affable manner; converfe with them, anfwer
them, and behave to every one as he would toa fellow.
citizen, and one’ with whom he was mtimately acquainted.
In this refpe¢t many people are greatly defettive; who
never vouchiafe to look pleafed upon any one ; who feem
glad of every opportunity to contradié whatever other
people affert 5 and, whatever a& of kindnefs is tendered
them, they rejett it with rudenefs ; like foreigners or bar-
barians, who are fufpicious of every civility that is thewn
them : who never difcover the leaft degree of chearfulnefs,
by any fprightly or even friendly converfation; and what-
ever overture of refpect is fhewn them, they receive it with
difdain, ¢ Mr. Such-a-one defired me to make his com-
‘¢ pliments to you.”’—¢ What the Devil have I to do with
¢ his compliments ?*—¢ Mr.—— enquired after you lately,
“ and afked how you did.”’— Let him come and feel my
¢ pulfe; if he wants to know.’—Now, men of this morofe
ftamp are, defervedly, but littlé loved or efteemed by

sthers,—~GALATEO,
2 it
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it is pleafing, people are hurried involuntarily into a
perfuafion that he has a merit, which poffibly he has
~ not; as, on the other hand, if it is ungraceful, they
are immediately prejudiced againft him ; and un-
willing to allow him the merit which, 1t may be, he
has. The worft bred man in Europe, thould a Lady
drop her fan, would certainly take it up and give it
to her; the beft bred man in Europe could do no
more. The difference, however, would be confi-
derable : the latter would pleafe by his graceful ad-
drefs in prefenting it 5 the former would be laughed
at for doing'it awkwardly. 'The carriage of a
gentleman fhould be genteel, and his motions
graceful. He fhould be particularly careful of his
manner and addrefs, when he prefents himfelf in
company. . Letthem be refpe@ful without meannefs,
eafy without too- muach familiarity, genteel without
affeCtation, and infinuating without any feeming art
or defign. 'Men, as well as women, are much oftener
led by ‘their hearts than by their underftandings. The
way to the heart is, through the fenfes ; pleafe their
eyes and their ears, and the work is half done,

A cenTLEMAN always attends even « ~ Choice of
to the choice of his amufements, If'ar *mulements.
cards, he will not play at cribbage, all-fours, or
putt ; or, in {ports of exercife, be feen at fkittles,
foot-ball, leap-frog, cricket, driving of coaches, &c.
for he knows that fuch an imitation of the manners
of the Mob, will indelibly ftamp him with vulgarity.
I cannot likewife avoid calling playing upon any
mufical inftrument illiberal in a gentleman. Mufic
is ufually reckoned one of the liberal arts, and not
unjuftly ; but a man of fafhion who is feen piping

: E or
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‘or fiddling at a concert degrades his own dignity.
If you love mufic, hear it ; pay fiddlers to play to
you, but never fiddle yourfelf. It makes a gentle-
man appear frivolous and contemptible, leads him
frequently into bad company, and waftes that time
which might otherwife be well employed.

However trifling fome things may
feem, they areno longer fo, whenabove
half the world thinks them otherwife. Carving, as
it occurs at leaft once in every day, is not below our
notice. We fhould uvfe ourfélves to carve adroitly
and genteelly, without hacking half an hour acrofs
a bone, without befpattering the company with the
fauce, and without overturning the glafles into your
neighbours pockets. To be awkward in' this parti-
cular, is extremely difagreeable and ridiculous. It
is eafily avoided by a little attention and ufe ; and a
man who tells you gravely that he cannot carve, may
as well tell you that he cannot blow his nofe ; it is
“both as eafy and as neceflary *,

Carving.

* RULES FOR BEHAVIOUR AT TABLE.

. Itis'very rude, when at table, to fcratch any part of
~ your body.

You ought to take care, allo, if poflible, not to {pit
during that time ; or, if you are under a neceffity of doing
it, it ought to be done in fome decent manner. I have
fometimes heard, that there were whole nations f'ormer]y,
fo temperate, and of {o dry an habit of body, from frequent
- exercife, that they never fpit or blew their nofes on any
occafion. Why cannot we therefore contain our [pittle
for fo fhort a fpace of time, at leat, as is {pent at our
meals ? G

We fhould likewife be careful not to cram in our food
fo greedily, and with fo voracious an appetite, as to caufe
us to hiccup, or to be guilty of any thing elfe that may

offend

L2
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STuDY to acquire that fafhionable . o
kind of fmall-talk or chit-chat, which
prevails in all polite affemblies, and which, trifling

offend the eyes or the ears of the company ; which they
do who eat in fuch a hurry, as, by their putfing and blow-
ing, to be very troublefome to thofe who fit near them.

It is alfo very indecent to rub your teeth with the table.
cloth or napkin’; and to endeavour to pick them with your
finger is more fo.

In the prefence alfo of others, to wath ycur mouth, and
to {quirt out the wine with which you have performed that
operation, is very unpolite,

When the table is cleared, to carry about your tooth-
- pick in yowr mouth, like a bird going to build his neft, or
to ftick 1t behind your ear, as a barber does hjs comb, is no
very genteel cuftom. : A (e

They alfo are undoubtedly miltaken in their notions of
politeiiefs, who cairy their tooth-pick cafes hanging do wn
from their necks ; for, befides that it is an odd fight for a
gentleman to produce any thing of that kind from his
bofom, like fome ftrolling pedlar, this inconvenience muft
alfo follow from fuch a practice, that he who a&s thus
difcovers that he is but too well furnithed with every in-
ftrument of luxury, and teo anxious about every thing
that relates to the belly : and T can fee no reafon why the
fame perfons might not as well difplay a filver fpoon hang-
ing about their necks.,

- To lean with your elbows upon the table, or to fill both
your cheeks fo full that your jaws feem f{welled, is by no
means agreeable,

Neither ought you, by any token or geflure, to difcover
that you take too great pleafure in any kind of food or
wine ; which is a cuftom more proper for inn-keepers and
pArafites.

To invite thofe who fit at table with you to eat, by ex.
preflions of this kind, ¢ What | have you proclaimed a
falt to-day 2 or, « Perhaps here is nothing at table you
can mike a dinner of :* or, ¢ Pray, Sir, tafte this or this
difh :” Thus to invite people, I fay, is by no means a
laudable cuftom, though now become familiar to almoit

ey E 9 CVer' (
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as it may appear, is of ufe in mixed companies, and .
at table. It turns upon the public events of Hu-
rope, and then is at its belt; very often upon the
number, the goodnefs or badnefs, the difcipline or
the cloathing of the troops of different princes ;
fometimes upon the families, the marriages, the
relations of princes and confiderable people ; and
fometimes the magnificence of public entertainments,
balls, mafquerades, &c. Upon fuch occafions, like- -
wife, it is not amifs to know how to parler cuifine,

every one, and pradtifed in every family ; for though thefe
‘officious people fhew, that the perfon whom they thus invite
is really the object of their care, yet they give occahon,
by this means, to the perion invited, to be lefs free in his
behaviour, and make him blufh at the thought of being the
fubject of oblervetion. :

For any one to take upon him to help another to any
thing that is fet upon the table, I do not think very polite 3
unlefs, perhaps, the perfon who does this is of much {upe-
rior dignity, fo that he who receives. it is honoured by the
offer : for, if this be done amongft equals, he that offers
any thing to another, appears, in fome mealure, to affect a
fuperiority over him : fometimes, too, what is offered may
not be agreeable to the palate of another. Befides, a man
by this means feems to intimate, that the entertainment 18
not very liberally furnifhed out 5 or, at leatt, that the difhes
are placed in a prepofterous order, when one abounds and
another wants. And it is poflible that the perfon who
gives the entertainment may not be very well pleafed with
fuch a freedom. Neverthelefs, in this relpet we ought
rather to do what is ufually done, than what we may
think would be better done : for it is more advifeable,
cafes of this nature, to err with the multitude, than to be
fingular even in atting rightly. But whatever may be
proper or improper in this yefpect, you fhould never refule
any thing that is offered you ; for you will be thought i~
ther to defpile or to reprove him that cffers iti—GALATEQ.

and
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and to be able to differt upon the growth and flavour
of wines. Thefe, itis true, are very little things;
but they are little things that occur very often, and
therefore thould be.faid awec gentillgffe er grace.

Tue perfon fhould be accurately 5 o nilne !
clean ; the teeth, hands, and nails,
fhould be particularly fo ; a dirty -mouth has real
ill confequences to the owner, for it infallibly caufes
the. decay, as well as the intolerable pain of the
teeth ; and is very offenfive, for it will moft inevita-
bly ftink. Nothing looks more ordinary, vulgar,
and illiberal, than dirty hands, and ugly, uneven,
and ragged nails ; the ends of which thould be kept
fmooth and clean (not tipped with black), and
{fmall fegments of circles ; and every time that the
hands are wiped, rub the fkin round the nails back-
wards, that it may not grow up, and fhorten them
too much, Upon no account whatever put your
fingers in your nofe or ears. It is the moft fhocking,
nafty, vulgar rudenefs, that can be offered to com-
pany. The ears thould be wathed well every morn- -
ing; and in blowing your nofe, never look at it

afterwards *.

* Tt is extremely indecent to {pit, cough, and expecto-
rate (as it were)in company, as fome hearty fellows are
apt to do ; and more fo, when you have blown your nofe,
to draw afide and examine the centents of your handker-
chief 5 as if you expected pearls or rubes to diftil from
your brain. Thefe kinds of habits, in good company, are
fo very naufeous and difgufting, that if we indulge our-
felves in them, no one can be very fond of our acquain-
tance. So far from it, that even thofe who are inclined to
wifh us well, muft, by thefe and the like difagreeable cul-
toms, be entirely alienated from us.—GALATEO.

e THESE



s

54 0 RO E e e

THese things may perhaps appear too infignifi-
cant to be mentioned ; but when it is rememEbered
that a thoufand little namelefs things, which every
~one feels but no one can defcribe, con{pire to form
that evbole of pleafing, I think we ought not to call
them trifling, Befides, 2 clean fhirt and a clean per-
fon are as neceffary to health as not to offend other
people. I have ever held it as 2 maxim, and which
I have lived to fee verified, That a man who 1s neg-
ligent at twenty, will be a floven at forty, and in-
tolerable at fifty years of age,

ATTEND to the compliments of
congratulation, or condolance, that
you hear a well-bred man make to his {uperiors, to
his equals, and to his inferiors ; watch even his
countenance and his tone of voice, for they all con-
{pire in the main point of pleafing. Thereis a cer-
tain diftinguithing diion of a man of fafhion : he
will not content himfelf with faying, like John
T'rott, to a new-married man, < Sir, I with you

Compliments *.

* If in your country it be a cultomary thing to fay to
any one, when you take your leave of him, < Sir, T kifs
your hand with the moft profound refpeét :» oIyl ¢SS,
I am your nioft obedient fervant, and entirtly at your de-
votion :” or, ¢ Sir, you may command my beft fervices ;
ule me or abufe me, at your pleafure, and on every occafion
whatever :>’ If, Ifay, it be the fathion to ufe thefe and the
like forms of expreflion, I would by all means have you
make uie of them as well as other people. :

In fhort, whether in taking leave of, or in writing to any
perfon, ‘you ought to addrefs bim, or take leave of him,
not as Reafon but as Cultom requires ; not as men ufed to
do former}y, or as, perhaps, they ought to do; butas they
do now at this prefent time,—GALATEO,

~
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¢ much joy ;”’ or toa man who hasloft his fon, ¢ Sir,
< T am forry for your lofs 3 and both with a counte-
nance equally unmoved : but he will fay in effect the
{ame thing, in a more elegant and lefs trivial manner,
Znd with a countenance adapted to the occafion.
He will advance with warmth, vivacity, and a chear-
ful countenance, to the new-married man, and em-
bracing him, perhaps fay to him, ¢ If you do juf-
<< tice to my attachment to you, you will judge of
¢¢ the joy thatI feel upon this occafion, better than
¢« T can'exprefs it, &c.” To the other in affli&ion -
he will advance flowly, with a grave compofure of.
countenance, in a more, deliberate manner, and with
a lower voice perhaps fay, ¢ I hope you do me the
<¢ juftice to be convinced, that I feel whatever you
¢¢ feel, and fhall ever be affeted where you are
<¢ concerned.”
THERE 152 Fertain la.ng-uage of con.- Di&io;].

verfation, a fafhionable dition, of which

every gentleman ought to be perfectly mafter, in
whatever language he {peaks. 'T'he French attend
to it carefully, and with great reafon ; and their
language, which is alanguage of phrafes, helps them
out cxceedingly. That delicacy of diction is cha-
ra@eriftical of aman of fafhion and good company ¥,

* In any continued fpeech or narration, your words
ought to be fo placed, as the cafe of cornmon converfation
requires j I mean, that thgy fhould neither be perplexed
and intricate, nor too ambitioufly tranfpofed, which many
areapt to do, from 2 certain affeétation of elegance ; whofe
difcourfe is more like the forms of a notary, who is ex-
plaining fome inftrument to .others_, in their vernacular
tongue, which he has written in Latin, than to the {peech
of one man talking to another in the language of their

E 4 own



56 Gl Be " e iogs e o

4 Drefs and DrEss is one of the varions ingredi-
7 5

SR ents that contribute to the art of plea-

fing, and therefore an obje& of fome attention ; for

own country. A ftyle thus tranfpofled and perplexed may
fometimes anfwer the end.of a man that is making verlfcs,
but is always ungraceful in a familiar converfation.

Nor ought we only to abftain from this poetical manner
of fpeaking in common converfation, but alfo from the
pompous method of thofe that fpeak in public 5 for unlefs
we obferve this caution, our difcourfe will be difagreeable
and extremely difgufting ; though, perhaps, it is a matter
of greater {kill to make thofe folenin {peeches, than to con-
verfe with a man in private ; but then, that kind of elo-
quence muft be relerved for its proper: place. A man
ought not to dance, but walk a common pace along the
ftreet : for though all men can walk, whereas many people
cannot dance ; yet the latter ought to be referved for a
wedding, or fome joyful occafion, and not to be practifed
in the public walks. This way of converfing, then, fo
full of oftentdtion, ought by all means to be avolded,

Nor yet would I have you, for this realon, accuftom
yourfelf toa mean and abje&t manner of exprefling your-
felf ; fuch as the loweft dregs of the people, porters, cob-
lers, and laundrefles, ufe; but rather, that you fhould imi-
tate the converfation of a well_bred man, and a perfon of
fathion. How to accomphith this, I fhall now point
out to you ; namely,

Firlt, By never difcourfing upon low, frivolous, dirty, or
immodeit fubjeéts. _

Secondly, By making choice of fuch words, in your
own language, as are clear, proper, well-founding, and
fuch as have ufually a good meaning annexed to -them,
and do notf{uggeflt to the imagination the idea of any thing
bafe, filthy, or indecent,

Thirdly, By ranging your words in an clegant order, fo
that they may not appear confufed, and jumbled together
at random, nor yet, by too laboured an exactnefs, forced
into certain regular feet and meafures.

Farther, By taking care to pronounce carefully and dif.,

tinltly,
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we cannot help ‘forming fome opinion of a man’s
fenfe and chara&er fiom his drefs. All afieftation
in drefs implies a flaw in the underftanding. Men
of fenfe carefully avoid any particular charatter in
their drefs ; they are accurately ciean for their own
fake, but all the reft is for the fake of other people.
A man fhould drefs as well, and in the fame manner,
as the people of fenfe and fathion of the plc.cc where
he is: if he drefles more than they, he is a fop ; if
he dreffes lefs, he is unpardonably negligent : but
of the two, a young fellow thould be rather too much
than too little drefled ; the excefs of that fide will
wear off, with a little age and reflection,

Tur difference in drefs between a man and a fop
is, that the fop values himfelf upon his drefs ; and
the man of fenfe laughs at it, at the {fame time that
he knows he muft not negleét it : there are a thou-
fand foolith cuftoms of this kind, which, as they are

tin&tly, what you have to fay ; and not join together
things entirely different and dxﬂnmlar

If, moreover, in your difcourfe you are not too flow, like
a man who, at a plentiful table, does not know what to

chufe firft ; nor yet too eager, like a, 6 man half.ftarved ;
but if you fpeak calmly and deliberately, as a moderate
man ought to do.

Laftly, If you pronounce each letter and fyllable with a
proper fweetnefs (yet not like fome pedagogue who s
teachinz children to read and {pell), neitheir fhifling your
words between your teeth, as if you were chewing them ;
or huddling them tOO‘Cil‘Cl, as if you were fwallowing
.them. Bycmefully attending to thefe precepts then, and
a few more of this kind, others will hear you gm(lly and
with pleafure ; and you yourfelf will obtain, with applaufe,
that degiee of dignity which becomes a w\.d bred man and
a gentleman.—GALATEO, ~

not
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not criminal, muft be complied with, and even chear~
fu'ly, by men of fenfe. Diogenes the Cynic was a
wile man for defpiﬁng them, but a fool for ﬁcxving
1ts '

We fhould not attempt to rival, or to excel a fop
indrefls; but it is neceflary to drefs, to avoid fingu-
larity and ridicule.  Great care fhould be taken to
be always drefled like the rea‘onable people of our
own age in the place where we are, whofe drefs is
never ipoken of one way or another; as neither too
negiigent, or too much ftudied *. '

* Let your drefs be conformable to the cuftoms of the
age you live in, and fuitahlé to your condition : for it is
not in our power to alter the general fathions at our plea-,
fure; which, as they are produced,’ fo they are fwallowed
up by time,  In the mean while, every one may make thift
to accommmodate the general fathion to his own particular
Convenicnce, ‘as the cale may require,  Thus (for inftance),
1f you happen to have longer legs than the reft of mankind,
and thort coats are in vogue, you .may take care that your
coat be not the very thortett; but rather fomewhat lefs fhort
than che extremity of the fafhion requires : or, if any one
has either teo flender, or too fl fhy, or even diftorted legs,
Yet not fuch a one diftingnith himfelf by ftockings of a fcar-’
Iet, or any other very confpicuous colour, that he may not
attract the notice of others to his defeds,

No part of your drefs ought to be either too fplendid, or
encrmoully fringed or laced, 1c, perhaps, you thould be
fad to have_ftolen Cupid’s mantle, or the butkins of
Ganyinede,

But whatever your cloaths are, take care that they be
well made ; thatthey fit with a grace, and be fitted to your
perfon 5 that you may not appear to have borrowed them of
a friend, or hired them for the day : but above all things, .
they fhould be fuited to your rank and profeffion ; that a
fcholar be not drefied likea foldier, or an officer like a buf-
foon ora dancing-mafter,—GALATEO, : =

Awxk-
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AwkwarDNEss of carriage is very a]ienatinq, and
- a total neglige*ce of drefs and air, an impertinent
1nfu t upon cuftom and fafhion. Women have great
influence as to a man’s fafhionable charaéter ; and an
awkward man will never have their votes, which are
very numerous, and oftener counted than weighed.

WaEN we are once well-dreffed for the duy, we
fhould think no more of it afterwards ; and, without
any ftiffnefls for fear of difcompofing that drefs, we
thould be as eafy and natural as if we had no cloaths
on atall,

Daxcing, likewife, though a filly trifling thing,
is one of thofe eftablithed follies which peuple of
fenfe are fometimes obliged to conform to; andif
they do, they fhould be able to perform it well.

Ix dancing, the motion of the arms thould be par-
 ticularly attended to, as thefe decide a man’s being
genteel or otherwife, more than any other part of the
body. A twift or ftiffnefs in the wrift will make any
man look awkward. If a map dances well from the
waittupwards, wears his hat well, and moves his head
properly, he dances well. Coming into a room and
prefenting yourfelf to a company fhould be alfo at-
tended to, as this always gives the firlt impreflion,
which is often indelible. ‘Thofe who prefert them-
{felves well, have a certain dicnity in their air, which,
without the leaft feeming mixture of pride, at: once
engages and 1is refgected.

DRINKING of Healthsis now g"owmg- Drinking
" out of fafhion, and is deemed unpolite in of heal.hs.

- good company, Cuftom once had rendered it uni-
verial,
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verfal, but the improved manners of the age now con-
fider it as abfurd and vulgar., What can be more rude
or ridiculous than to interrupt perfons at their meals
with an unnecefliry compliment? Abftain, then,
from this filly cuftom where you find it difufed ;
and ufe it only at thofe tables where it continues
general %, 4

N

Affurance. A steapy affurance is too often im-|
properly fliled impudence. For my part, I fee no.

* To drink to any one, and teaze him to pledge you in
larger glaffes, againgt his inclination, is in itfelf an exe- |
crable cuftom ; which, however, has fo far prevailed, as ;"
-to appear impoflible almoft ever to be abolifhed. But
you will, Tam perfuaded, gladly abftain from this vile.
practice 5 though, if you fhould be urged by others,
and cannot entirely refift their importunity, you may thank |
them, and fay, that you willingly yield them the vittory ; &8
or, without taking a larger draught, you may lightly tafte ¥
what is prefented to you, - . 3

And ndeed this cuftom of drinking healths is fufficient]ly &
ancient ; and was formerly much practifed in Greece itfelf:
for Socrates is highly applauded by fome writers, that after
fpending the whole night in drinking largely with Arifto-
phanes, as foon as it was light in the m: rning, he would.
delineate and denionftrate any the moft fubtle geometrical
problem, without the leaft "hefitation ; an evident proof,
indeed, that the wine had not yet done him any mjury ;
but this is rather to be alcribed to the ftrength of his brain,
and to a good conftitution, than to the temperance of a
philofopher.  Yet, from this inftance, and other frivolous
arguments, fome people have endeavoured to prove the ex-
pediency of drinking freely fometimes ; though I can by
no means aflent to their opinion ; notwithftanding that, by
- A pompous parade of words, {fome learned men have fo ma-
naged ir, that an unjuft caufe has often gained the victory, =
and reafon fubmitted to fophiltry and chicane, —GALATEQ.

impu-



impudence, but, on the contrary, infinite utility and
advantage, in prefenting one’s felf with the fame
coolnefs and unconcern in afny and every company :
till one can do that, I am very fure that one can never
prefent one’s {clf well, Whatever is done under con-
cern and embarraffment, muft be ill done; and, till a
man is abfolutely eafy and unconcerned in every
company, he will never be thought to have kept good,
nor be very welcome in it. Affurance and: intrepi-
dity, under the white banner of feeming modefty,
clear the way to merit, that would otherwife be dif-
couraged by difficulties in its journey ; whereas bare-
faced impudence is the noify and bluftering harbinger
of a worthlefs and fenfelefs ufurper,

A mav of fenfe may be in hafle, but
can never be in a hurry, becaufe he
knows, that whatever he doesin a hurry he mx}ﬁi%e-
ceflarily do very ill.. He may be in hafte to di?patch
an affair, but he will take care mot to let that hafte

Hurry.

hinder his doing it well. Littleminds are in a hurry,

when the objet proves (as it commenly does) too
big for them ; they run, they hare, they puzzle, con-
found, and perplex themfelves ; theywant to do every
thing at once, and never do it at all. Buta man of
fenfe takes the time neceflary for doing the thing he
is about well ; and hig hafte 10 difpatch a bufinefs,
only appears by the ccntinuity of his E%Iication to
itz he purfuesit with 2 cool ficadinefls, and finifhe
it before he begins any other. '
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Frequent and loud laughter is the
characteriftic of folly and ill-manners * ;
it is the manner in which the Mob exprefs their filly
Joy at filly things ; and they call it being merry. In
my mind, theré is nothing fo illiberal, and {o ill-bred,

Laughter.

as audible laughter. True wit or fenfe never yet

made any body Ia ugh ; they are above it 5 they pleafe

the mind, and give a chearfulnefs to the countenance. %

But it is low buffoonery, or filly accidents, that al-

ways excite laughter ; and that is what people ‘of

fenfe and breeding fhould thew themfelyes above, A
man’s going to fit down, in the fuppofition that he
has a chair behind him, and falling down upon his
breech for want of one, fetsa whole company a-laugh-
ing, when all the wit in the world would not do it ;
a plain proof, in my mind, how low and unbecomin

a thi laughterdss™ Not to mention the difagreeable
noife that it makes, and the fhocking diftortion of the
face that it occafions,;

gy
it from awkwardnefs, have

very difagreeal

g greeable and filly trick of laughing
A% tr they {peald@iand I know men of very good

o : SH 7 A
Partssfwho canngt fay the commoneft thing without
laughing, ;  which makes thofe who do nat know

HESIng, 5 :
them take them at firft for natural fools,

* We oughitia’ [o)fb ﬁ)i’rain from }Afﬂ()hﬁ!, ‘ruﬁic,-‘a'hd
infipid -horfe Tangh : neither fhould we laugh, merely be-

2 fmv; contracted a filly habit of laughing, perha
than from any neceflity there is for it » nogk je
I to laugh at any joke or finart faying of your own ;
will be thought to applaud your own wit,
flie company, and not to him ‘who fays a_goo
prefs their approbation b7¥a laugh.——GAL‘QTE 0%

O
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It is of the utmoft importance to  Letter-writ<
write letters well ; ds this is a talent &
which daily occurs, as well in bufinefs as in pleafure ;
and indccuracies in orthography, or in ftyle, are ne-
ver pardoned but in ladies ; nor is it hardly pardon-
able in them. The Eputles of .Cicero are the moft

perfe& models of good writing.

LerTers fhould be eafy and natural, and convey
to the pvrfons to whom we fend them, juft what we
would fay to thofe perfons if we were prefent with
them.

Tus beft ﬂo“els of Letter-Writing are Cicero
Cardinal d’Offat, Madame Sevigne, - and Compte
Bufly Rabutin. Cicero’s Epiftles to Atticus, and to '
his familiar friends, are the beft examples in the
friendly and the familiar ftyle. The fimplicity and.
clearnefs of the Letters of Cardinal d’Offat fhew how
letters of bufinefs ougat to be written. For'gay and
amufing letters, there are none that equal Compte
Bufly’s and Madame Sevigne’s. They are {o natu-
ral, that they feem to be the.extempore converfations
of two people of wit, rather than letters, /

Neatwness in folding up, fealing, and dire&ting
letters, 1is by no means to be negle@ted. There is
fomething ‘in the exterior even of a letter that may
pleafe or difpleafe, and confequently deferves fome

attentlon. Ry
Tuere is nothing that a young man Nickﬁéie
; as ,’.‘?‘\; o

at ‘ly\s firft appearance in the we
mo i:reafon to dread, and therefore thould ;aLe ‘mare
®e' pams

8
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pains to avoid, than having any ridicule fixed 6n him.
In the opinion even of the moft rational men, it will
degrade him, but ruin him with the reft: Many a
man has been undone by acquiring a ridiculous nick-
name. The caufes of nick-names among well-bred
men, ate generally the little defe@s in manner, elo-
cution, air, or addrefs, 'T'o have the appellation of
muttering, awkward, ill-bred, abfent, left-legged,
annexed always to your name, would injure you
more than you imagine : avoid then thefe little de-
felts, and you may iet ridicule at defiance.

_ Pronuncia- To acquire a graceful utterance, read
;:::‘“ipcak' aloud to fome friend every day, and beg
) of him to interrupt and corre& you
whenever you read too faft, do not obferve the proper
ftops, lay a wrong emphafis, or utter your words un-
intelligibly.  You may even read aloud to yourfelf,
and tune your utterance to your own ear. Take care
to open your teeth when you read or fpeak, and arti-
culate every word diftinétly ; which laft cannot be
done but by founding the final letter. But above all,
ftudy to vary your voice according to the fubje&, and
avoid a monotony. Daily attention to thefe articles
wil, in a little time, render them eafy and habitual
10 you.

TuE voice and manner of {peaking, too, are not
to benegletted : fome people almoft thut their mouths
when they fpeak, and mutter {o, that they are not to
be underftood ; others {fpeak fo faft, and fputter, that
they are not to be underftood neither : fome always
fpeak as loud as ifithey were talking to deaf people ;
and others {o low, that one cannot hear them. All
thefe habits are awkward and difagreeable, and are

to
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to be avoided by attention : they are the diftin-
guifhing marks of the ordinary people, who have had
no care taken of their education. You cannot ima-
gine how neceflary it is to mind all thefe little
things; for I have feen many people, with great ta-
lents, ill-received, for want of having thefe talents ;
‘and others well-received, only from their little ta-
lents, and who had no great ones.

ORrRTHOGRAPHY, or fpelling well, is
fo abfolutely neceflary for a man of let-
ters, or a gentleman, that one falfe fpelling may fix a
- ridicule on him for the remainder of his life. Read-
ing carefully will contribute, in a great meafure, to
preferve you from expofing yourfelf by falfe {pelling ;
for books are generally well-fpelled, according to the
orthography of the times. Sometimes words, indeed,
are fpelled differently by different authors, but thofe
inftances are rare; and where there is only one way
of {pelling a word, fhould you fpell it wrong, you
will be fure to be ridiculed. Nay, a woman of a to-
lerable education would defpife and laugh at her
lover, if he fhould fend her an ill-fpelled b://et-dowus.

Spelling.

STyLE is the drefs of thoughts ; and Style.

let them be ever fo juft, if your ftyle is

homely, coarfe, and vulgar, they will appear to as
much difadvantage, and be as ill-received, as your
-perfon, though ever fo well proportioned, would, if
drefled in rags, dirt, and tatters. Itis not every un-
derftanding that can judge of matter ; but every ear
can and-does judge, more or lefs, of ftyle *.

* We ought to make ufe of clear and fignificant words ;
which we fhall do, if we know how to make a prudent

choice of fuch words as are originally of our own country ;
{o
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Minp your didtion, in whatever language you
either write or fpeak ; contrac a habit of correétnefs
and elegance. Confider your ftyle, even in the freeft
converfation, and moft familiar letters. After, at
leaft, if not before you have faid a thing, reflet if
you could not have faid it better. ,

Every man who has the ufe of his

riting.
i eyes and his right hand, can write
fo that they are not too ftale and obfolete, and, like torn er
thread-bare garments, laid afide and out of ufe.  Such, in
Englith, are, “ avelkin, guerdony lore, meed, eftfuons,”
and the like. The better to accomplifh this, alfo, let your
words be fimple, and not ambiguous ; for it is in the con-
firuSion of riddles, that words are to be taken equivocaily,
or as exprefling two different things. For the fame reafon,
we ought to ufe words in the moft proper fenfe, and fuch as
exprels the thing intended as fignificantly as poflible, and
which are the leaft applicable to any other thing; for, by
this means, the very objeéts themfelves will feem to be re-
prefented to our eyes, and rather pointed out to us, than
merely defcribed. Thus, it is proper ¢ to an horfe to
< neigh, to a dog tobark, to an hog to grunt, to a bull to
llsqv, to a fheep to bleat, to a boar to gnafh, and to a
¢ ferpent to hifs ¥ As, therefore, the genuine and proper
names of things are to be ufed in our converfation with
others, no one can commodioufly converfe with him who
does not underftand the language which he makes ule of =
yet, though a ftranger may not be mafter of the language
which we ufe, we are not, on his account, to corrupt or lay
afide otir native tongue ; as fome coxcomical jackanapes will
attempt, with violent efforts, to make u {e of the language of
any foreigner with whom they converfe, and fo exprefsevery
thing improperly. We ought never to make ufe of a fo-
reign language, unlefs when 1t is abfolutely neceflary to ex+
prefs our wants : butin our common intercourfe with others,
iet us be contented with our native tongue, though it may
be thought far inferior to, and lefs noble than forme others.
—GALATEO. '

* This precifion in our language is of confequence, and too
much neglected.

€¢c 7
173
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whatever hand he pleafes. Nothing is fo ungentle-
man-like as a {chool-boy’s fcrawl. I do not defire
you to write a ftiff, formal hand, like that of a {chool-
mafter, but a genteel, legible, and liberal charaéter,
and to be able to write quick, ‘As to the corre@nefs
and elegancy of your writing, attention to grammar
does the one, and to the beft authors, the other.
Epiftolary correfpondence fhould be ealy and na-
tural, and convey to the perfons juft what we would
fay if we were with them.

Vurcarismin language is a certain ~ Vulgarexs
chara@eriftic of bad company, and a Preffions.
bad education. Proverbial expreflions, and trite
fayings, are the flowers of the rhetoric of a vulgar
man. Would he fay, that men differin their taftes 3
he both fupports and adorns that opinion, by the
good old faying, as he refpetfully calls it, that
¢ What 1s one man’s meat is another man’s poifon.”
If any body attempts being /mart, as he calls it, upon
him ; he gives them #7 for tat, aye, that he does.
He has always fome favourite word for the time
being ; which, for the fake of ufing often, he com-
monly abufes; {uch as va/fly angry, vaftly kind, vaftly
handfome, and wa/ly ugly. Even his pronunciation
of proper words carries the mark of the beaft along
with it. He calls the earth yearth ; he is obleiged, not
obliged to you. He goes t0 wards, and not towards
fuch a place. He fometimes affects hard words, by
way of ornament, which he always mangles like a
learned woman. A man of fathion never has re-
courfe to proverbs and vulgar aphorifms ; ufes "nei-
ther favourite words nor hard words ; but takes great
care to fpeak very correétly and grammatically, and

¥ o2 10
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to pronounce properly ; that is, according to the
ufage of the beft companies *.

* Every gentleman will alfo be very cautious not to ufe
any indecentor immodeft expreffions. Now,the decency of an
expreflion confifts either in the found, or in the word itfelf,
or elfe in the fignification of it; for there are fome words
expreflive of things decent enough ; and yet, in the word
itfelf, or im the found of it, there feems to be fomething in-
decent and unpolite. When, therefore, words of this kind,
though but flightly fufpected, offer themfelves, well-bred
women ulually fubftitute others more decent in their rcom 3
but you will meet with fome ladies (not the .moft polite wo-
men in the world) who frequently and inconfiderately let
fall fome expreffion or other, which if it were defignedly
named before them, they would blufh up to the ears. Wo-
men, therefore, who either are, or wifh to be, thought well-
bred, fhould carefully guard, not only againtt all actions,
but all words which are indecent or immodeft; and not
only fo, but from a!l which may appear {uch, or be capable
of fuch an interpretation.

It may further be obferved, that where two or more
words exprefs the fame thing, yet one may be more or lefs
decent than the other: for inftance, we may decently
enough f(ay, ¢ He fpent the night avith the lady ;7 but, it
we fhould exprefs the fame thing by another and more
plain phrafe, it would be very improper to be mentioned,
Thus it becomes a lady, and even a well-bred man, to de-
feribe a common proflitute by the name of an immode(t
woman, and fo of the reft.

Nor are indecent and immodeft words alone, but alfo
low and mean expreflions to be avoided, efpecially upon
great and illuftrious {ubjeéts 3 for which reafon, a poet,
otherwife of no vulgar merit, is delcrvedly reprehenfible,
who, intending to defcribe the fplendour of a clear fky,
fays,

(44

And without dregs the day.”*

For fo low and dirty a phrafe was, in my opinion, by no
means fuitable to fo {plendid and illuftrious an objeét :
neither can any one cleverly call the fun ‘¢ ¢he candle of the

“ quorld ;™
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HumMING a tune within ourfelves, Canbings
drumming with our fingers, making a againft fundry
noife with our feet, and fuch awkward odd habits.
habits, being all breaches of good manners, are
therefore indications of our contempt for the perfons
prefent, and confequently fhould not be practifed.

Eating very quick, or very flow, is chara&eriftic
of vulgarity : the former infers poverty ; the latter,
if abroad, that you are difgufted with your enter-
tainment ; and if at home, that you are rude enough
to give your friends what you cannot eat yourfelf.
Eating foup with your nofe in the plate is alfo vulgar.
So likewife is fmelling to the meat while on the fork,
before you put it in your mouth. If you diflike
what is fent upon your plate, leave it ; but never by
{melling to, or examining it, appear to tax your
friend with placing unwholefome provifions before
you.

SeiTTing on the floor or carpet is a filthy prac-
tice, and which, were it to become general, would
render it as neceflary to change the carpets as the
table-cloths. Not to add, it will induce our ac-
quaintance to {fuppofe, that we have not been ufed to
genteel furniture : for which reafon alone, if for no
other, a man of liberal education fhould avoid it.

“ quorld ;> for this expreflion fuggefts to the imagination
of the reader, the ftink of tallow, and the greafinefs of the
kitchen. Hither may be referred many of thofe proverbs
which are in the mouth of every one; the fentiments of
which may be good, but the words are polluted, as it were,
by the familiar ufe of the vulgar; asevery one may obferve
from daily experience.—GALATEO,

F 3 To
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To conclude this article : Never walk faft in-the
ftreets, which 1s a mark of vulgarity, ill-befitting the
charatter of a gentleman or a man of fathion,
though it may be tolerable in a tradefman.

To ftare any perfon full in the face, whom you
may chance to meet, is an a& alfo of ill-breeding ;
it would feem to befpeak as if you faw fomething
wonderful in his appearance, and is therefore a tacit
reprehenfion.

KEeep yourfelf free, likewife, from all odd tricks
or habits ; {uch as fcratching yourfelf, putting your
fingers to your mouth, nofe, and ears, thrufting out
your tongue, {fnapping your fingers, biting your nails,
rubbing your hands, fighing aloud, an affetted fhiver-
ing of your body, gaping, and many others, which I
have noticed before ; all which are imitations of the
manners of the mob, and degrading to a gentleman.

~KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD.

E fhould endeavour to hoard up, while we
are young, a great flock of knowledge ;
for though during that time of diffipation we may

not have occafion to {fpend much of it, yet a time
will come when we fhall want it to maintain us.

Trre knowledge of the world is only to be ac-

quired in the world, and not in a clofet, Books
alone
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alone will never teach it you ; but they will fuggeft
many things to your obfervation, which might other-
wife efcape yom ; and your own obfervations: upon
mankind, when compared with thofe which you will
find in books, will help you to fix the true point.

To know mankind well, requires full as much at-
tention and application as to know books; and, it
may be, more fagacity and difcernment. I am, at
this time, acquainted with many elderly people, who
have all paffed their whole lives in the great world,
but with fuch levity and inattention, that they know
no more of it now than they did at fiftcen. Do not
flatter yourfelf, therefore, with the thoughts that you
can acquire this knewledge in the frivolous chit-chat
of idle companies; no, you muft go much deeper
than that. You muit look into people, as well as at
them. Search, therefore, with the greateft care,
into the charaers of all thofe whom you converfe
with ; endeavour to difcover their predominant paf-
fions, their prevailing weaknefles, their vanities, their
follies, and their humours; with all the right and
wrong, wife and filly {prings of human aftions,
which make fuch inconfiftent and whimfical. beings
of us rational creatures.

Taere are no perfons {o infignificant and incon-
fiderable, but may, {fome time ot other, and in fome-
thing or other, have it in their power to be of ufe to
you ; which they certainly willinot, if you have once
thewn them contempt., Wrongs are often forgiven,
but contempt never is.  Our pride remembers it for
ever. Remember, therefore, moft carefully to con-
ceal your contempt, however juft, wherever you
would not make an implacable enemy., Men are

F 4 much
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much more unwilling to have their weaknefles and
their imperfe@ions known, than their crimes ; and
if you hint to a man that you think him filly, ig-
norant, or even ill-bred or awkward, he will hate
you more, and longer, than if you tell him plainly
that you think him a rogue.

Noruinc is more infulting than to take pains to
make a man feel a mortifying inferiority in know-
ledge, rank, fortune ¥, &c. In the firft, it is both ill-
bred and ill-natured, and in the two latter articles
itis unjuft, they not being in his power. Good-
breeding and good-nature incline us rather to raife
people up to ourfelves, than to mortify and deprefs
them. Befides, it is making ourfelves fo many
friends, inftead of fo many enemies. A conflant at-
tention to pleafe, is a moft neceflary ingredient in the
art of pleafing: it flatters the felf-love of thofe to
whom it is thewn ; it engages and captivates, more
than things of much greater importance. Every
man is, in fome meafure, obliged to difcharge the
focial duties of life; but thefe attentions are volun-
tary adts, ‘the free-will offerings of good-breeding
and good-nature ; they are received, remembered,
and returned as {uch. Women, in particular, have
a right to them ; and any omiffion in that refpect is
downright ill-breeding.

We thould never yield to that temptation, which
to moft young men is very ftrong, of expofing other

* Nothing ought to be done in the prefence of thofe
whom we are defirous to pleafe, which may exhibit an ap-
pearance of fupeyiority, rather than an equality of condi-
tion.  But every aétion and every gefture fhould be fuch,
2s may teftify the greateft refpect and efteem for the perfons
with whom we are'in company.~—~GALATEO,

people
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people’s weaknefles and infirmities, for the fake ei-
ther of diverting the company, or of fhewing our own
fuperiority. We may, by that means, get the laugh
on our fide for the prefent ; but we thall make ene-
mies by it for ever 3 and even thofe who laugh with
us, will, upon refletion, fear and defpife us: it 1s ill-
natured, and a good heart defires rather to conceal
than expofe other people’s weaknefles or misfor=
tunes. If we have wit, we fhould ufe it to pleafe,
and not to hurt : we may fhine, like the {un in the
Temperate Zones, without fcorching *.

* e ought not to ridicule or to make fport even of our
greateft enemy ; it being a mark of greater contempt to
faugh at a perfon, than to do him any real injury : for all
injuries are done either through refentment, or fome co-

_vetous difpofition ; but there is no one who conceives
any refentinent againft any perfon, or on account of any
thing, which he does not at all value, or who covets that
which is univerfally defpifed : which thews, that they think
him a man of fome confequence, at leaft, whom they in-
jure; but that they have an utter contempt for him whom
they ridicule, or make a jeft of : for when we make fport
of any one, in order to expofe or put him out of counte-
nance, we do not a& thus with a view to any advantage or
emalument, but for our pleafure and diverfion. Weought,
by all means, therefore, in our common intercourfe with
mankind, to abftain from this ignominious kind of ridicule.
And this is not very carefully attended to, by thofe who
yemind others of their foibles, either by their words or their
geftures, or by rudely mentioning the thing itlelf ; as many
do who flily mimic, either by their {peech or by fome ridi-
culous diffortion of their perfon, thofe that {ftammer, or
who are bandy-legged or hump-backed ; or, in fhort, who
ridicule others for being anyways deformed, diftorted, or of
a dwarfifh and infignificantappearance; or thofe who, with
laughing and exultation, triumph over others for exprel-
fing themfelves with any little impropriety, or who take a
pleafure in putting them to the blufh j which pradtices, as
they are very difagrecable, fo they make us defervedly
odious,

Not
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TrEre are many inoffenfive arts which are ne-
~ceflary in the courfe of the world, and which he who

Not much unlike thefe are ‘thofe buffoons, who take a
pleafure in teizing and ridiculing any one that comes in their
way ; not fo much out of contempt, or with an intention to
affront them, as merely fortheirown diverfion. And certainly
there would beno difference between jefting upon a perfon and
making a jeft of him, but that the end and intention is dif-_
ferent : for he that jefts upon any one, does it merely for
amufement 3 but he who makes a jeft of him, does it out
of contempt.  Although thefe two expreflions are ufually
confounded, both in writing and in converfation, yet he that
makes a joke of another, fets him in an ignominious light
for his own pleafure 5 whereas, he who only jokes upon
him, cannot fo properly be faid to take pleafure, as to di-
vert himfelf in feeing another ‘involved in fome harmlefs
error; for he himfelf, probably, would be very much
grizved and concerned to fee the fame perfon in any ludi-
crous circumftances, attended with real difgrace.

Hence it appears, that one and the fame thing, though
done to one and the fame perfon, may be fometimes taken
as jefting upan a man, and fometimes as making a jeft of
him, according to the intention of the perfon that does it.
But becaufe our intention cannot be evidently known to
other people, it is not a very prudent practice, in our daily
commerce with the world, to make ufe of fo ambiguous and
Jufpedted an art,

Not to mention, at prefent, that many of thefe waggerics
confiff, in fomne fort, of deception.  Now, every one is na-
turally provoked at being deczived, or led into an Exfon. selt

- appears, then, from many confiderations, that he who is de-
firous of gaining the love and good-will of mankind, ought
not greatly to affeét this fuperiority in playing upon and
teazing thole with whom he converfes,

It 1s true, indeed, that we cannot, by any means, pafs
through this calamitous mortal life without fome recreation
and amufement ; and becaufe wit and humour . cccafion
mirth and laughter; and confequently that relaxation which
the mind requires, we are generally fond of thofe who ex-
cel in a facetious and agreeable kind of raillery, and there-
fore the contrary to what I have afferted may feem to he
true; Lucan, tht in our ordinary intercourfe with mankind,

. ; it
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pra&tifes the earlieft, will pleafe the moft, and rife the
fooneft. 'The fpirits and vivacity of youth are apt to
negle@ them as ufelefs, or reject them as troublefome :
but f{ubfequent knowledge and experience of the
world  remind us of their importance, commonly
when it is too late. The principal of thefe things
is the maftery of one’s temper, and that coolnefs of
mind, and ferenity of counterance, which hinders us
from difcovering by words, attions, or even looks,
thofe paflions or {fentiments by which we are in-
wardly moved or agitated ; and the difcovery of
which gives cooler and abler people fuch infinite ad-
vantages over us, not only in great bufinefs, but 1n
all the moft common occurrences of life. A man
who does not poffefs himfelf enough to hear difagree-
able things, without vifible marks of anger and
change of countenance, or agreeable ones without
fudden burfts of joy, and expanfion of countenance,
is at the mercy of every artful knave, or pertcox-
_comb : the former will provoke or pleafe you by de-
fign, to catch unguarded words or looks ; by which he
will eafily decypher the fecrets of your heart, of which
you fhould keep the key yourfelf, and traft it with no
man living. The latter will, by his abfurdity, and
without intending it, produce the fame difcoveries,
of which other people will avail themfelves.

it is highly commendable to entertain each other with wik
and facetious repartees : and, doubtlefs, thofe who have the
art of rallying witha good grace, and in an agreeable manner,
are much more amiable than people of a contrary character,
But here regard muft be had to many circumftarces : and
fince the end propofed by thefe jocofe people is to create
mirth, by leading fome one, whom they really efleem, into
fome harmlefs error, it is requifite that the error into which
he is led be of fuch a kind, as not to be attended with any
confiderable detriment or difgrace j otherwife, this fort

of jokes can hardly be ditinguifhed from real injuries.
’ Ir
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Ir you find yourfelf fubje& to fudden: farts of
Ppaflion, or madnefs (for I fee no difference between
them, but in their duration), refolve within your-
felf, a: leaft, never to {fpeak one word while you feel
that emation within you.

Ix fhort, make yourfelf abfolute mafter of your
temper, and your countenance, {fo far, at leaft, as
that no vifible change do appear ia either, whatever
you may feel inwardly. This may be dificult, but
it is by no meansimpofible ; and as a man of fenfe
never attempts impoflibilities, on one hand, on the
other, he is never difcouraged by difficulties : on the
contrary, he redoubles his induftry and his diligence ;
he perfeveres, and infallibly prevails at laft. In
any point which prudence bids you purfue, and
which a manifeft utility attends, let cifficulties only
animate your induftry, not deter you from the pur-
fuit. If one way has failed, try another; be
altive, perfevere, and you will conquer. Some
people are to be reafoned, fome flattered, fome inti-
midated, and fome teazed into a thing ; but, in
general, all are to be brought into it at laft, if fkil-
fully applied to, properly managed, and indefatiga-
bly attacked in their feveral weak places. The time
fhould likewife be judicioufly chofen : every man
has his mollia tempora, but that is far from being all
day long ; and you would chufe your time very ill,
1f you applied to a man about one bufinefs, when his
head was full of another, or when his heart was full
of grief, anger, or any other difagreeable fentiment.

Iv order to judge of the infide of others; ftudy
your own ; for men in general are very much alike ;
and
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and though one has one prevailing paflion, and an-
other has another, yet their operations are much the
fame ; and whatever engages or difgufts, pleafes or
offends you, in others, will, mutatis mutandis, cngage,
difguft, pleafe, or ofend others, in you. Obferve,
with the utmoft attention, a!l the operations of your
own mind, the nature of your paflions, and the va-
rious motives that determine your will ; and you
may, in a great degree, know. 2ll mankind. For in-
ftance : Do you find yourfelf hurt and mortified,
when another makes you feel his fuperiority, and
your own inferiority, in knowledge, parts, rank, or
fortune ? You will certainly take great care not to
make a perfon, whofe good will, good word, intereft,
efteem, or friendthip you would gain, feel that fupe-
riority in you, in cafe you have it, If difagreeable
infinuations, fly fneers, or repeated contradictions,
teaze and irritate you, would you ufe them where you
wifhed to engage and pleafe? Surely not ; and 1 hope
you wifh to engage and pleafe, almoft univerfally.
The temptation of faying a fmart and witty thing,
or bon mot, 2nd the malicious applaufe with which 1t
is commonly received, have made people who can fay
them, and, fill oftener, people who think they can,
but cannot, and yet try, more enemies, and impla-
cable ones too, than any one other thing that I know
of. "When fuch things, then, fhall happen to be faid
at your, expence {as fometimes they certainly will),
refle@ ferioufly upon the fentiments of uneafiaefs,
anger, and refentment, which they excite in you ;
and confider whether it can be prudent, by the fame
means, to excite the fame fentiments in others againft
you. Itisa decided folly to lofe a friend for a jeft ;
but, in my mind, it is not a much lefs degree of

foliy,
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folly, to make an enemy of an indiferent and neu-
tral perfon for the fake of a box moz. When things
of this kind happen to be faid of you, the moit pru-
dent way is to feem not to {uppofe that they are
meant at you, but to diffemble and conceal whatever
degree of anger you may feel inwardly ; and, fhould
they be fo plain that you cannot be fuppofed igno-
rant of their meaning, to join in the laugh of the
company againft yourfelf ; acknowledge the hit to
be a fair one, and the jeft a good one, and play off
the whole thing in feeming good-humour : byt by
no means reply in the fame way ; which only fhews
that you are hurt, and publifhes the viftory which
you might have concealed. Should the thing faid,
iadeed, injure your honour or moral chara&er, re-
member there are but two alternatives for a gentle-
man and a man of parts—extreme politenefs, or a
duel. !

Ir 2 man notorioufly and defignedly infults and
affronts you, knock him down ; butif he only in-
jures you, your beft revenge is to be extremely civil
to him in your outward behaviour, though at the
fame time you counterwork him, and return him the
compliment, perhaps  with intereft. This is not
perfidy nor diffimulation ; it would be fo, if you
were, at the fame time, to make profeflions of ef-
teem and friendfhip to this man ; which [ by no
means recommend, but, on the contrary, abhor. All
adts of civility are, by common confent, underftood
to be no more than a conformity to cuftom, for the
quiet and conveniency of fociety, the agremens of
which are not to be difturbed by private diflikes and
Jealoufies. Only women and litcle minds pout and

{par
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{par for the entertainment of 'the company, that al-
ways laughs at, and never pities them. - For my own
part, though I would by no means give up any
point to a competitor, yet I would pique myfelf
upon fhewing him rather more civility than to an-
other man. In the firft place, this behaviour infal-
libly makes all the laughers of your fide, which is
a confiderable party ; and in the next place, it cer-
tainly - pleafes the obje&t of the competition, be it
either man or woman ; whonever fail to fay, upon
fuch an occafion, that ¢¢ they muft own you have
¢ behaved yourfelf very handfomely in the whole
“Oratiair

Ix fhort, lét this be one invariable ruole of your
conduét: Never to fhew the leaft {ymptom of re-
{entment, which you cannot, to a certain degree,
oratify ; but always to fmile where you cannot
ftrike. There would be no living in the world, if
one could not conceal, and even diffemble the juft
caufes of refentment, which one meets with every
day in adtive and bufy life. ~Whoever cannot mafter
his humour, fhould leave the world, and retire to
fome hermitage, in an unfrequented defert. By
fhewing an unavailing and {ullen refentment, you
authorize the refentment of thofe who can hurt you,
and whom you cannot hurt ; and give them that
very pretence, which perhaps they withed for, of
breaking with and injuring you ; whereas the con-
trary behaviour would lay them under the reftraints
of decency, at leaft, and either fhackle or expofe
their malice. Befides, captioufnefs, fullennefs, and
pouting, are molt exceedingly iliiberal and vuigar.

TrovecH
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THouGH men are all of one compofition, the fe-
veral ingredients are fo differently proportioned in
each individual, that no two are exa@ly alike ; and
no one, at all times, like himfelf. The ableft man
will, fometimes, do weak things ; the proudeft man,
mean things ; the honefteft man, ill things ; and
the wickedeft man, good things. Study individuals,
then ; and if you take (as you ought to do) their
outlines from their prevailing paflion, fufpead your
laft finithing ftrokes till you have attended to and
difcovered the operations of their inferior paffions,
appetites, and humours. A man’s general character
may be that of the honefteft man of the world sado
not difpute 1t ; you might be thought envious or
ill-natured ; but, ac the fame time, do not take this
probity upon truft, to fuch a degree as to put your
life, fortune, or reputatien, in his power, This
honeft man may happen to be your rival in power,
in intereft, or in love ; three paffions that often put
honefty to moft {evere trials, in which it is too often
caft ; but firlt analyfe this honelt man yourfelf, and
then, only, you wiil be able to judge, how far you
may, or may not, with f{afety trult him.

Ir you would particalarly gain the afe@ion and
friendthip of particular people, whether men or wo-
men, endeavour to find out their predominant ex-
cellency, if they have one, and their prevailing
weaknels, which every body has; and do juftice to
the one, and fomething more than juftice to the
other. Men have various obje(ts in which they may
excel, or at leaft would  be thought to excel ;
and though they love to hear juftice done to
them where they know that they excel, yet they are

nioft and beft flattered upon thole points where they
wifh
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wifh to ‘excel, and yet are doubtfal whether they do
or not. As for example': Cardinal Richelieu, who
was undotbtedly the ableft ftatefman of his time,
or perhdps of any other, had the idle vanity of being
thoughtthe beft poet too; he envied the great Corneille
his reputation, and ordered a Cr1t1c1fm to be written
upon the Cid, 'Thofe, therefore, who flattered fkils
fully, faid little to him of his abilities in ftate affairs,"
or at lealt but en pafant, andas it might natarally
occur. But the incenfe which they gave him, the
fmoke of which they knew would tarn his head in
their favour, was as a Jef ¢prit and a poet. Why 2
Becaufe he was fure of one excellency, and diftruftful
as to the other.

You will eafily difcover every man’s prevailing
vanity, by obferving his favourite topic of converfa-
tion ; for every man talks moft of what he has moft
a mind to be thought to excel in. 'Touch him but
there, and you touch him to the quick.

Womex have in general but one obje, which is
their beauty ; upon which fcarce any flattery is too
grofs for them to fwallow. Nature has hardly
fmmed a woman ugly enough to be infenfible to
flattery upon her perfon ; if her face is fo thocking,
that'the muft, in fome degree, be confcious of it, her
figure and her air, fhe trafts, make ample amends
for it. If her figure is deformed, her face, fhe:
thinks, counterbalances it. ~ If they are both bad,
the comforts herfelf that fhe has graces; a certain

manner ; a je nefcazc quozy ftill more engaging than
beauty. This truth is evident, from the ftudied and
elaborate drefs ef the uglieft women in the world.

G An
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An undoubted, uncontefted, confcious Beauty is, of
all women, the leaft fenfible of flattery upon that
head ; the knows it is her due, and is therefore
obliged to nobody for giving it her. She muft be
flattered upon her underftanding ; which though fhe
may pofibly not doubt of herfelf, yet fhe fufpeéts
that men may diftruft.

Do not miftake me, and think that I mean to
recommend to you abje&t and criminal flattery : no,
flatter nobody’s vices nor crimes ; on the contrary,
abhor and difcourage them. But there is no living
in the world without a complaifant indulgence for
people’s weaknefles, and innocent though ridiculous
vanities. If a man has a mind to be thought wifer,
and a woman handfomer, than they really are, their
error 1s a comfortable one to themfelves, and an in-
nocent one with regard to other people ; and I would
rather make them my friends, by indulging them in
it, than my enemies, by endeavouring (and that to
no purpofe) to undeceive them.

SusprcT, in general, thofe who remarkably affet
any one virtue ; who raife it above all others, and
who, in a manner, intimate that they poflefs it ex-
clufively. T fay, fufpeét them ; for they are com-
monly impoftors : but do nqt be fure that they are
always fo ; for I have fometimes known Saints really
religious, Blufterers really brave, Reformers of man-
ners really honeft, and Prudes really chafte. Pry
into the recefles of their hearts yourfelf, as far as
you are able, and never implicitly adopt a charalter
upon common fame ; which, though generally right

as
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as to the great outlines of chara&ers, 1s always
wrong in fome particulars.

Be upon your guard againft thofe who, upon very
flight acquaintance, obtrude their unatked and un-
merited friendfhip and confidence upon you ; for
they probably cram you with them only for their -
own eating ; but at the fame time do not roughly
rejet them upon that general fuppofition. Examine
further, and fee whether thofe unexpeted offers
flow from a warm heart and a filly kead, or from a
defigning head and a cold heart ; for knavery and
folly have often the fame fymptoms. In the firft
cafe, there is no danger in accepting them—awaleant
quantun rualzrepq]ﬁmt In the latter cafe, it may be
ufeful to feem to accept them, and artfully to turn
the battery upon him who raifed it.

Ir 2 man ufes flrong oaths or proteftations to
make you believe a thing which is of itfelf {o likely
and probable that the bare faying of it would be
fufficient, depend upon it he lies, and is highly in-
terefted in making you believe it ; or elfe he would
not take fo much pains,

THERE is an incontinency of friendfhip among
young fellows, whoare aflociated by their mutual plea~
fures only, which has, very frequently, bad confe-
quences. A parcel of warm hearts and unexperi-
enced heads, heated by convivial mirth, and poflibly
a little too much wine, vow, and really mean at the
time, eternal friendfhips to each other, and indif-
creetly pour out their whole fouls in common, and
without the leaft referve. Thefe confidences are as

G2 indifcreetly
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indifcreetly repealed as they were made ; for new.
pleafures and new places foon diffolve this ill-ce-
mented conneion, and then very ill ufes are made
of thefe rafh confidences. =~ Bear your part, however,
in young companies ; ‘nay, excel, if you can, in all
the focial and convivial joy and feftivity that become
youth. 'Fruft them with your love-tales, if you
pleafe 3 but keep your ferious views fecret. Truft
thofe only to fome tried friend, more experienced:
than yourfelf, and who, being in a different walk of
life from you, is =not likely to become your rival ;
for I would not advife you to depend fo much upon
the herotc virtue of mankind, ‘as to hope, or believe,
that your competitor will ever be your friend, as to
the object of that competition. . -

A sEEMING ignorance is very often 2 moft necef-
fary part of worldly knowledge. It is, for inftance,
commonly adviféable t0 {feem ignorant of 'what peo-
ple offer totell you ;5 and when they fay, Have not
you heard of fach a thing ? to anfwer, No ; and to
let them go on, though you know it already. Some
have a pleafure in telling it, becaufe they think ‘they
tell'it well'; others have a pride in it, as being the
fagacious difcoverers ; and’' many have a vanity in
fhewing that they have been, though very undeferv-
edly, trufted : all thefe would be difappointed, and
confequently difpleafed, if you faid, Yes. Seem al-
ways ignorant (unlefs to one moft intimate friend) of
all ‘matters of private {candal and defamation, tho’
you fhould hear them a thoufand times ; for the par-
ties affected always look upon the receiver to be al-
moft as bad as the thief; and whencver they become
the ‘topic of converfanon, feem to be a {ceptic,

though
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though you are really a ferious believer ; and always
take the extenuating part. But all this feeming ig-
norance fhould be joined to thorough and extenfive
private informatioﬁs; and, indeed, it is the beft
method of procurmg them ; for moft people have

fuch a vanity in fhewing a fupenorlty over others,

though but for a moment, and in the mereft trifles,

that they will tell ‘you what they fhould 1ot, rather
than not thew that they can tell what you did not
know ; befides that fuch feeming ignorance will
make you pafs for incurious, and confequently unde-
figning. However, fith for fafts, and take pains to
be well informed-of every thing that pafles ; but fith
judicioufly, and not always, nor indeed often, in the
thape of diret queftions ; which always put people
upon their guard, and, often repeated, grow tire-
fome.  But fometimes take thet things that you
would know for granted ; upon which fomebody
will, kindly and. officioufly, fet you right : fometimes
fay, that you have heard fo and fo ; and at other
times feem. to know more than you do, in order to
know all that you want : but avoid dire® quettion-
ing as much as you.can.

Human nature is the fame all over the world ; but
its operations are fo varied by education and habit,
that one muft fee itin all its drefles, in order to be in-
timately acquamt edwith it. The pafTon of ambition,’
for inftance, 1s the fame ina courtier, a foldier, or an
ecclefiaftic ; but from their different educations and
habirts, they will take very different methods to* gra-
tifyit.  Civility, which is a difpofition to accommo-
date and oblige others, is effentially the fame inevery
country ; but good-breeding, as itis called, which is

G2 | the
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the manner of exerting that difpofition, is.different
in almoft every country, and merely local ; and every
man of f{enfe imitates and conforms to that local
good-breeding of the place which he is at. . A con--
formity and flexibility of manners is neceffary in the
courfe of the world ; that is, with regard to 2ll things
which are not wrong in themfelves. The wverfatile
zngenium is the moft ufeful of all. It can turn itfelf
inftantly from one objedt to another, affluming the
proper manner for each. It can be ferious with the

grave, chearful with the gay, and trifling with the
frivolons.,

INDEED, nothing is more engaging than a chearful
and eafy conformity to people’s particular manners,
habits, and even weakneffes ; nothing (to ufe a vulgar
expreflion) thould come amifs to a young fellow. He
thould be, for.good purpofes, what Alcibiades was
commonly for bad ones—a Proteus, afluming with
eafe, and wearing with chearfulnefs, any fhape. Heat,
cold, luxury, abftinence, gravity, galety, ceremony,
eafinefs, learning, trifling, bufinefs, and pleafure, are
modes which he fhould be able to take, lay afide, or

change occafionally, with as much eafe as he would
take or lay afide his hat.

Younc men are apt ‘to think that every thing is
to be carried by fpirit and vigour ; that art is mean-
nefs, and that verfatility and complaifance are the re-
fuge of pufillanimity and weaknefs, This moft mif-
taken opinion gives an indelicacy, an abruptnefs, and
a roughnefs to the manners, Fools, who can never
be undeceived, retain them as long as they live ; re-
flection, with a little experience, makes men of {enfe

thake
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fhake them off foon. When they come to be a little
better acquainted with themfelves, and with their
own {pecies, they difcover, that plain right reafon is,
nine times in ten, the fettered and fhackled attendant
of the triumph of the heart and the paflions ; confe-
quently, they addrefs themfelves nine times in ten to
the conqueror, not to the conquered: and con-
querors, you know, muft be applied to in the gentleft,
the moft engaging, and the moft infinuating manner.

Bur, unfortunately, young men are as apt to think
them{elves wife enough, as drunken men are to think
them{elves fober enough. They look upon {pirit to
be a much better thing than experience ; which they
call coldnefs. They are but half miftaken ; for tho’
{pirit without experience is dangerous, experience
without fpirit is languid and defetive, Their union,
which is very rare, is perfetion: you may join them,
if you pleafe ; for all my experiencels at your fervice ;
and I do not defire one grain of your {pirit in return.
Ufe them both, and let them reciprocally animate and
check each other. I mean here, by the {pirit of youth,
only the vivacity and prefumption of youth ; which
hinder them from feeing the difficulties or dangers of
an undertaking : but 1 do not mean what the filly
Vulgar call {pirit, by which they are captious, jea-
lous of their rank, fufpicious of being under-
valued, and tart (as they call it) in their repartees
upon the {lighteft occafions. 'This is an evil and a
very filly {pirit, which fionld be driven out, and .
transferred to an herd of fwine.

To conclude : Never neglec or defpife old, for the
ke of new or more fhining acquaintance ; which
G 4 would
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would be ungrateful on your part, and never forgiven
on theirs. Take care to make as many per{onal
friends, and as few perfonal enemies, as poflible. Ido
not mean by perfonal friends, intimate and confiden-
tial friends, of which no man can hope to have half
a dozen in the whole courfe of his life ; but I mean
friends, in the common acceptation of the word ; that
15, people who fpeak well of you, and who would ra-
ther do you good than harm, confiftently with their
own intereft, and no farther.

Egr YT O e

™ ] OTHING is more criminal, mean, or ridicy.
lous, than Lying. It is the production either

of malice, cowardice, or vanity ; but it generally mif-
{es of its aim in every one of thefe views ; for lies are
always detected fooner or later. Ifwe advance a ma-
licious lie, in order to affe any man’s fortune or
charadter, we may, indeed, injure him for fome time ;
but we fhall certainly be the greatelt fufferers in the
end : for as foon as we are detetted, we are blafted

* Tho’ Lies may fometimes be receiyed for truths ; yet,
after a time, their authors not only forfeit their credit, and
nobody believes a word that they fay ; but noone can bear
to hear them with patience, as being men whofe words are
vaid of al] fubffance, and to whem no more regard ought

to be. paid, than if they did not fpeak at all, but unly vented
foamuch breath in the cmpty alr,~—~GALATEOQ.
for
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for the infamous attempt ; and whatever is faid af-
terwards to -the difadvantage of that perfon, how-
ever true, paﬁ'es for calumny. 'To lie, or to equivo-
cate (which is the fame thing), to excufe ourfelves for
what we have faid or done, and to avoid the danger
of the fhame that wc'apprehbnd from 1t, we dlﬂover
our fear as well as our falthood ; and only increafe,
inftead of avoiding, the danger and the thame ; we
thew ourfelves to be the loweft and meaneft of man-
kind, and are fure to be always treated as fuch. If
we have the misfortune to be in the wrong, there is
fomething noble in frankly owning it ; it is the only
way of atoning for it, and the only way to. be for-
givéen. 'To rémove a prefent danger, by equivocat-
ing, evading, or fhufling, is fomething fo defpicable,
and betrays fo much fear, that whoever practifes them
deferves to be chaftifed.

THERE are people who mdngc themfelves in ano-
ther fort of lying, which they reckon innocent, and
which in one fenfe is {fo; for it hurts nobody but
themfelves. 'This fort of lying is the fpurious off=
{pring of Vanity begotten upon Folly. Thefe people
deal in the marvellous. They have feen fome things
that never exifted ; they have feen other things which,
they never really faw, though they did exift, only be-
caufe they were thought worth feeing. Has any
thing remarkable been faid or done in any place, or
in any company, they immediately prefent and de-
clare_themfelves eye or ear witnefles of it. They
have done feats themfelves, unattempted, or at leaft
unperformed, by others. They are always the he-
roes of their own fables ; and think that they gain
confideration, or at leafl prefent attention by it.

Whereas,
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‘Whereas, in truth, all that they get is ridicule and

contempt, not without a good degree of diftruft: for
one muft naturally conclude, that he who will tell
any lie from idle vanity, will not fcruple telling a
greater for interelt. Had I really feen any thing fo
very extraordinaryas to be almoft incredible, I would
keep it to myfelf, rather than, by telling it, give any
one body room to doubt for one minute of my vera-
city. - It is moft certain, that the reputation of
chaftity is not fo neceffary for a woman, as that of
veracity is for a man, and with reafon ; for it is pof-
fible for a woman to be virtuous, though not firictly
chafte : but it is not poflible for'a man to be virtuous
without ftrict veracity. The {lips of the poor wo-
men are fometimes mere bodily frailties ; but a lie in
a man is a vice of the mind, and of the heart. y

Notrine but truth can carry us thro’ the world
with either our confcience or our honour unwounded.
It is not only our duty, but our intereft; as a proof
of which, it may be obferved, that the greateft fools
are the greateft liars. We may fafely judge of a
man’s truth by his degree of underftanding.

DIGNITY OF MANNERS.

CERTAIN dignity of manners is abfolutely
neceflary, tomake even the moft valuable cha-
racter either refpeéted or refpectable in the world.

gt HoRrse-

-
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Horse-pPLAY, romping, frequent and loud fits of
laughter, jokes, waggery, and indifcriminate familia-
rity, will fink both merit and knowledge into a de-
gree of contempt. They compofe at moft a merry
fellow, and a merry fellow was never yet a refpettable
man. Indifcriminate familiarity either offends your
fuperiors, or elfe dubs you their dependent and led-
captain. It gives your inferiors juft, but trouble-
fome and improper claims of equality. A joker is
near a-kin to a buffoon ; and neither of them is the
leaft related to wit., Whoever is admitted or fought
for, in company, upon any other account than that of
his merit and manners, is never refpetted there, but
only made ufe of, We will have fuch-a-one, for he
fings prettily ; we willinvite fuch-a-one to a ball, for
he dances well ; we will have {uch-a-one at fupper,
for he is always joking and laughing ; we will afk
another, becaufe he plays deep at all'games, or becaufe
he can drink a great deal. Thefe are all vilifying
diftinétions, mortifying preferences, and exclude all
ideas of efteem and regard. Whoever is ad (as it 13
called) in company, for the fake of any one thing
fingly, is fingly that thing, and will never be confi-
dered in any other light; and confequently never
refpeéted, let his merits be what they will.

DicniTy of manners is notonly as different from

pride as true courage is from bluftering, or true wit

from joking, but is abfolutely inconfiftent with 1t ;
for nothing vilifies and degrades more than pride #.

* There are people fo untra&able in their behaviour,
that there is no poffibility of converfing with them upon any
tolerable terms ; for they always run counter to the reft of
the company, or make them wait ; and never ceafe to in-

commode
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The pretenfions of the proud man are oftener treated
" with fneer and contempt, than with indignation—ag
we offer ridiculoudly too little to a tradefman who afks
nidiculoudly too mach for his goods; but we do. not
haggle with one who only atks a jaft and reafonable
pilce.,

commode and be troublefome to them i never vouchfafing -
to explain their intentions, or what they would beat. Thus,
for inltance, whenevery ove elfe is ready to fit down to din-
ner, and the table is covered, and every one is awafhed 3
then they, forfooth, as if they were.going to write fome-
thing, will call for a pen,and ink ; (or perhaps fora cham-
ber-pot to make water) or wiil complain, that they have not
yet taken their morning’s walk ; and pretend, that it is yet
time enough to go to dinner; that the company muft wait
a little : and’ wonder what the deuce they are in [uch a
hurry for to-day ! And thus they put every one. in confu-
fron, as if they alone were of any confequence, and: nothing
was to be regarded but their pleafure and convenience,

This fort of people expeét alfo to have the preference upon
every other occafion.  Whersver they go, they will be fure
tomake choice of the beft bed-chambers and the fofteft
beds : they will fit down in the principal and moft conve-
‘nient place at table ; in thort, they expeét all mankind to
be folicitous to oblige them, as if they alone were to be ho-
moured and refpected ; yet nothing pleafes them, but what
they themfelves have contrived or executed : they ridicule
others 5. and at every kind of diverfion, whether in the feld
* or in the drawing-room, a conftant deference is to be paid to
them by the reft of the world, ?

There is another fett of people, fo very tefty, crabbed,
and morofe, that no one can ever do any thing to their fa-
tisfadtion; and who, whatever is faid to them, anfwer with
a frowning afpect: neither is there any.end of their chiding
and reproaching their fervants.  And thus they diftuch a
whole company with continual exclamations. of this kind :
‘¢ So ! how early you called me up this morning !’ ¢ Pra
4¢ Jook ; how cleverly. you have japanned thefe fhoes 17’
¢ How well. you attended me to church to-day !> ¢ You
“rafcald I have a good mind to give you my fift in your

¢¢ chops ;
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AsnjecrT fattery 'md indifcriminate oftentation de-
grade, as much as indifcriminate contradi¢tion and
noify debate difguft ; but a modeft afiertion of one’s
own opinion, andia comphx{anc acquiefcence 10 other
people’s, preferve dignity.

Vurcar, low exprefiions, aukward motions and °
‘addrefs, vilify, as they imply either a very low turn of
mind, or low education and low company.

Frivorous curiofity about trifles, and a laborious
attention to little objeis, which neither require nor
deferve a moment’s thought, lower a man ; who .
from thence is thought (and not unjuftly) incapable
of greater matters, - Cardinal deRetz very fagaciouf-
ly marked out Cardinal Chigi for a little mind, from
the moment that he told him he had wrote three
years with the fante peh; and that it was an excellent
good one fhill.

A certarn degree of exterior ferioufnefs in looks
and motions ‘gives dignity, without excluding wit and
decent chearfulnefs, which are always ferious them-
felves. A conftant {fmirk upon the face, and a whif-

<< chops ; I have, Sir.”” "This'kind of expoftulations are
e*memely odious and difagreeable; and fuch peoplecught
to be avoided, as-one woulu ﬂy from the plague. - For 'tho’
a man may be really, and in his heart, modeft and humble,
and may have contraéted this fort of behaviour, not fo much
from a bad difpofition, as from rcc,hgcnce and bad habit ;
neverthelefs, as he betrays evident marks of pride in his ex-
ternal appearance, he cam o but make himfelt extremely
odious to mankind : for pride is nothing lefs than a con- .
_tempt of other people 5 whereas the moft infignificant per-
fon in the world fanciés himfelf a rhan of conhqucnce, and
of courfe entitled torefpect, ~GALATE®D.

fiing



9% GENTLENESS OF MANNERS.

fling a&tivity of the body, are ftrong indications of
futility.  Whoeverisin a hurry, thews that the thing
he is about is too big for him. Hafte and hurry are
very different things,

To conclude: A man who has patiently been
kicked may as well pretend to courage, as a man,
blafted by vices and crimes, mdy to dignity of any
kind. Butan exterior decency and dignity of man-
ners will even keep fuch a man lIonger from finking,
than otherwife he would be: of f{uch confequence is
Decorum, even tho’ affeéted and put on. -

GENTLENESS OF MANNERS,

WITH
FIRMNESS OR RESOLUTION OF MIND.

DO not know any one rule fo unexceptionably
I ufeful and neceflary in every part of life, as to
unite Gentlenef/s of Manners with Firmnefs of Mind.,
The firft alone would degenerate and fink into a mean,
timid complaifance and paffivenefs, if not fupported
and dignified by the latter; which would alfo deviate
into impetuofity and bratality, if not tempered and
foftened by the other: however, they are feldom
united. The warm, choleric man, with ftrong ani-
mal {pirits, defpifes the firt, and thinks to carry all
before him by the lat. He may, poflibly, by great
accident, now and then {ucceed, when he has only

weak
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weak and timid people to deal with ; bit his general
fate will be, to fhock, offend, be hated, and fail. On
the other hand, the cunning, crafty man thinks to
gain all his ends by gentlenefs of manners only :
be becomes-all things to all men ; he {eems to have no
opinion of his own, and fervilely adopts the prefent
opinion of the prefent perfon; he infinuates himfelf
only into the efteem of fools, but is foon detefted,
and furely defpifed by every body elfe. The wife
man (who differs as much from the cunning, as from
the choleric man) alone joins foftnefs of manners
with firmnefs of mind.

Tue advantages arifing from an union of thele
qualities are equally ftriking and cbvious. For ex-
ample : If you are in authority, and have a right to
command, your commands delivered with mildnefs
and gentlenefs will be willingly, chearfully, and con-
fequently well obeyed ; whereas, if given bratally,
they will rather be interpreted than executed. For
a cool, fteady refolution fhould fhew, that where you
have a right to command you will be obeyed ; but,
at the fame time, a gentlenefs in the manner of en-
forcing that obedience fhould make it a chearful one,
and foften, as much as poflible, the morufying con-
fcioufnefs of inferiority.

Ir you are to afk a favour, or even to {olicit your
due, you muft do it with a grace, or you will give
thofe who have a mind to refufe you, a pretence
to do it, by refenting the manner; but, on the
other hand, you muft, by a feady perfeverance and
decent tenacioufnefs, fhew firmnefs and refolution.
The right motives are {eldom the true ones of men’s

attions,
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ations, efpecially of people in high ftations 5 who
dften give to importunity and fear, what they would
refufe to juftice or'to merit. By gentlenefs and foft-
nefs engage their hearts, ifyou can; at leaft, prevent
the pretence of offence ; but take care to fhew refo-
lution and firmnefs enough to extort from their love
of eafe, or their fear, what you might in vain hope
for from their juflice or good-nature. People in
high life are hardened to the wants and diftrefles of
mankind, as furgeons are to their bodily pains ; they
fee and hear of them all day long, and even of fo
many fimulated ones, that they do not know which
are real, and which not. Other fehtiments are there-
fore to Be applied to, than thofe of mere juftice and
humanity : ‘their favour muft be captivated by the
Graces; their love of eafe difturbed by unwearied
importunity, or their fears wrought upon by a de-
cent intimation of implacable, cool refentment.,
This precept is the only way I know in the world,
of being loved without being defpifed, and feared
without being hated.” It conftitutes the dignity of
charalter, which every wife man muft endeavour

to eftablifh.

To conclude : If you find that you have a hafti-
nefs in your temper, which unguardedly breaks out
into indifcreet fallies, or rough expreflions, to either
your fuperiors, your equals, or your inferiors, watch
1t narrowly, check,it carefully, and call the Graces
to your afiftance. At the firft impulfe of paflion, be
filent, @ll you can be foft. Labour even to get the
command of your countenance fo well, that thofe
emotions may not be read in it : a moft unfpeakable

advantage in bufine(s ! On the 'other hand, let no
com-
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complaifance, no gentlenefs of temper, no weak de-
fire of pleafing on your part—no wheedling, coax-
ing, nor flattery, on other people’s, make you recede
one jot from any point that reafon and prudence
have bid you purfue ; but return to the charge, per-
fift, perfevere, and you will find moft things attain-
able that are poflible. A yielding, timid meeknefs
is always abufed and infulted by the unjuft and the
unfeeling ; but when fuftained by firmnefs and refo-
lution, is always refpected, commonly {uccefsful,

- In your friendfhips and conne&ions, as well as in
your enmities, this rule is particularly ufeful ; let
your firmnefs and vigour preferve and invite attach-
ments to you ; but, at the fame time, let your' man-
ner hinder the enemies of your friends and depen-
dents from becoming yours: let your enemies be
difarmed by the gentlenefs of your manner, but let
them feel, at the fame time, the fteadine(s of your
juft refentment ; for there is great difference be-
tween bearing malice, which is always ungenerous,
and a refolute felf-defence, which is always prudent
and juftifiable.

SoME people cannot gain upon themfelves to be
eafy and civil to thofe who are either their rivals,
competitors, or oppofers, though, independently of
thofe accidental circumftances, they would like and
efteem them. They betray a thynefs and an awkward-
nefs in company with them, and catch at any little
thing to expofe them ; and fo, from temporary and
only occafional opponents, make them their perfonal
enemies. 'This is exceedingly weak and detrimen=
tal, as, indeed, is all humour in bufinefs ; which can

H enly
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only be catried on fuccefsfully by unadulterated good
policy and right reafoning, In fuch fituations I
would be more particularly civil, eafy, and frank,
with the man whofe defigns I traverfed : this is com-
monly called generofity and magnanimity, but is,
in truth, good-fenfe and policy. The manner is of-
ten as important as the matter, fomefimes more fo :
a favour may make an enemy, and an injury may
make a friend, according to the different manner in
which they are feverally done. In fine, gentlenefs
of manners, with firmnefs of mind, is a fhort but
full defeription of human perfe&ion on this fide of
religious and moral duties,

WMORAL 'CHARA CTER

"B VHE Moral Chara&er of a man fhould be not
only pure, but, like Cefar’s wife, unfufpe&t-

ed. The leaft {peck, or blemifh, upon it is fatal.
Nothing degrades and vilifies more, for it excites and
unites deteftation and contempt. There are, how-
ever, wretches in the world profligate enough to ex-
plode all notions of moral good and evil ; to main-

~ tain that they are merely local, and depend entirely

upon the cuftoms and fathions of different countries :
nay, there are ftill, if poflible, more unaccountable
wretches ; I mean, thofe who affet to preach and
propagate fuch abfurd and infamous notions, without
believing them themfelves. Avoid, as much as pof-

- fible, the company of fuch people, who reflect a de-

gree
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gree of difcredit and infamy upon all who converfe
with them. But as you may fometimes, by acci-
dent, fall into fuch company, take great care that no
complaifance, no good-humour, no warmth of feftal
mirth, ever make you feem even to acquiefce, much
lefs approve or applaud, fuch infamouas do&rines.
On the other hand, do not debate, nor enter into fe-
rious argument, upon a fubjet fo much below it 3
but content yourfelf with telling them, that you
know they are not ferious; that you have a much
better opinfon of them than they would have you
have ; and that you are very fure they would not
pradtife ‘the doétrine they preach. But put your
private mark upon them, and fhun them for ever
afterwards.

TaerE iIs nothing fo delicate as a man’s moral
charaéter, and nothing which it is his intereft fo
much to preferve pure. Should he be fufpefted of
injuftice, malignity, perfidy, lying, &c. all the parts
and knowledge in the world will never procure him
efteem, friendfhip, or refpe@. I therefore recom-
mend to you a moft fcrupulous tendernefs for your
moral charafter, and the utmoft care not to fay or do
the leaft thing that may, ever fo {lightly, taint it.
Shew yourfelf, upon all occafions, the friend, but
not the bully, of Virtue. Even Colonel Chartres
(who was the moft notorious blafted rafcal in the
world, and who had, by all forts of crimes, amafled
immenfe wealth), fenfible of the difadvantage of 2
bad charaéter, was once heard to fay, that ¢¢ though
““ he would not give one farthing for virtue, he
¢ would give ten thoufand pounds for a charatter ;
¢ becaufe he fhould get a hundred thoufand pounds
Ha2 ¢ by
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Sby-at. s it pbfﬁble, then, that an honeft man
can negle&t what a wife rogue would purchafe fo
dear ?

THERE is one of the vices above-mentioned, into
which people of good education, and, in the main, .
of good principles, fometimes fall, from miftaken
notions of fkill, dexterity, and felf-defence ; I mean
lying ; though it is‘infeparably attended with more
infamy and lofs than any other, But I have before
given you my fentiments very freely on this fubject '
I {hall, therefore, conclude this head, with intreating
you to be {crupulcuily Jealous of the puarity of your
moral charaéter ; keep it immaculate, unblemithed,
unfullied, and it will be unfufpeted. Defamation
and calumny never attack where there is no weak
place 5 they magnify, but they do not create.

 COMMON-PLACE OBSERVATIONS.

EVER ufe, believe, or approve Common-place

Obfervations. They are the common topics

of witlings and coxcombs ; thofe who really have

wit have the utmoft contempt for them, and fcorn

even to laugh at the pert things that thofe would-be
wits {ay upon {uch fubjeéts.

REericron is one of their favourite topics: it is
all prieft-craft, and an invention contrived and car-:
ried on by priefts of all religions, for their own:

power
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-power and profit : from this abfurd and falfe prin-
ciple flow the common-place infipid jokes and in-
fults upon the clergy. With thefe people, -every
prieft, of every religion, is either a public or a con-
cealed unbeliever, drunkard, and whoremafter ;
whereas I. conceive, that priefts are extremely like
other.men, and neither the better nor the worfe for
wearing a gown or a farplice ; but if they are dif-
ferent from other people, probably it is rather on the
fide of religion and morality, or at leaft decency,
from their education and manner of life *.

AxoTHER common topic for falfe wit, and cold
raillery, is matrimony. Every man and his wife

# Nothing ought, on any account, to be fpoken pro-
fanely of God, or his Saints; whether ferioufly, or by
way of joke, however lightly fome people may think of
the affair, or how much pleafure foever they may take in
this praéice : for, to {peak ludicroudly of the Divine Be-
ing, or of things facred, is not only the vice of the moft
profligate ard impious rakes, but a fure indicatien of an
ill-bred, ignorant fellow, Indeed, to hear any thing fpo-
ken irreverently of God, is fo extremely fhocking, that
you meet with many people who, on fuch occafions, will
immediately leave the room.

Nor ought we only to {peak reverently of the Deity, but,
in all our converfation, we ought to take all poffible care
that our words do not betray any thing loofe or vicious in
our lives and a&ions ; for men deteft in others thofe vices
which even they themfelves are guilty of. '

In like manner, it is unpolite to talk of things unfuitable
to the time when they are fpoken, and to the perfons who
are to hear us, though the things in themfelves, and when
fpoken in a proper place, may be really good and virtuous.
A truce, therefore, with your grave difcourfes, on facred
and religious fubjeéts, in” an aflembly of young people,
who are met together to be joyous and chearful,

£ hate
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hate each other cordially, whatever they may pre-
tend, in public, to the contrary. The hufband cer-
tainly wifhes his wife at the devil, and the wife cer-
tainly cuckolds her hufband. Whereas I prefume,
‘that men and their wives neither love nor hate each
other the more, upon account of the form of matri-
mony which has been faid over them. The cohabi-
tation, indeed, which is the confequence of matri-
mony, makes them either love or hate more, accord-
~Ingly as they refpe@ively deferve it ; but that would
be exallly the fame, between any man and woman
who lived together without being married.

It is alfo a trite common-place obfervation, that -
courts are the feats of falfehood and difimulation.
~That, like many, T might fay moft, common-place
obfervations, is falfe, Falfehood and difimulation
are certainly to be found at courts; but where are
they not to be found ? Cottages have them, as well
as courts ; only with worfe manners.” A couple of
neighbouring farmers, in a village, will contrive and
practife as many tricks to over-reach each other at
the next market, or to fupplant each other in the fa-
vour of the ’{quire, as any two courtiers can do to
fupplant each other in the favour of their prince,
Whatever poets may write, or fools believe, of. rural
innocence and truth, and of the perfidy of courts,
this is undoubtedly true—That fhepherds and mi-
nifters are both men ; their nature and paflions the
{ame, the modes of them only different,

- T'HEsE, and many other éommon-place refleCtions
upon nations, or profeflions, in general (which are
at leaft as often falfe as true), are the poor refuge of

people
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people who have neither wit nor invention of their
own, but endeavour to fhine in company by fecond-
hand finery. I always put thefe pert jackanapes’s
out of countenance, by looking extremely grave,
when they expeét that I fhould laugh at their plea-
{antries-; and by faying, Well, and fo ? as if they
had not done, and that the fting were ftill to come.
This difconcerts them ; as they haveno refources in
themfelves, and have but one fet of jokes to live
upori. Men of parts are not reduced to thefe fhifts,
and have the utmoft contempt for them : they find
proper {ubje&ts enough for either ufeful or lively con-
verfations ; they can be witty without {atire or com-
mon-place, and ferious without being dull.

O Rl s Ry B, B0

RATORY, or the art of fpeaking well, is ufe-

ful in every fituation of life, and abfolutely
neceffary in moft. A man cannot diftinguifh him-
felf without it, in parliament, in the pulpit, or at
the bar ; and, even in common converfation, he who
has acquired an eafy and habitual eloguence, and
who {peaks with propriety and accuracy, will have a
great advantage over thofe who {fpeak inelegantly
and incorre@ly. The bufinefs of oratory is to per-
fuade ; and to pleafe, is the moft effe@ual ftep to=
wards perfuading. It is very advantageous for a
man who fpeaks in public, to pleafe his hearers {o
: H 4 much
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much as to gairi their attention ; which he cannot
poflibly do, without the affiftance of oratory.

It is certain, that by ftudy and application every
fman may make himfelf a tolerable good ocrator, elo-
quence depending upon obfervation and care. Every
man may, if he pleafes, make chojce of good inflead
of bad words and phrafes, may {peak with propriety
inflead of impropriety, and may be clear and per-
Ipicuous in his recitals, inftead of dark and unintel-
ligible ;' he may have grace inflead of awkwardnefs
in his geftures and deportment : in fhort, it s in
the power of every man, with pains and application,
to be a very agreeable, inflead of a very difagreeable
fpeaker ; and it is well worth the labour to excel
other men in that particular article in which they
excel beafts.

DemosTHENES thought it fo eflentially neceflary
to fpeak well, that though he naturally ftuttered, and
had weak lungs, he refolved, by application, to
overcome thofe difadvantages. He cured his ftam-
mering by putting {mall pebbles in his mouth ; and
gradually firengthened his lungs, by daily ufing him-
delf to {peak loudly and diftinétly for a confiderable
time. - In flormy weather he often vifited the fea-
thore, where he fpoke as loud as he could, in order
to prepare himfelf for the noife and murmurs cf the
popular aflemblies of the Athenians, before whom he
was to {fpeak, By this extraordinary care and atten-
tion, and the conftant ftudy of the beft authors, he
became the greateft orator that his Oown, or any other
4g¢ or country have produced,

WHaTEYER
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Waa1ever language a perfon ufes, he thould
fpeak it in its greateft purity, and according to the
rules of grammar: nor is it fufficient that we do
not fpéak a language il!, we muft endeavour to {peak
it well ; for which purpofe, we fhould read the bett
authors with attention, and obferve how people of
fathion and education {fpeak. Common people, in
general, fpeak ill ; they make ufe of inelegant and
vulgar expreflions, which people of rank never do.
In numbers they frequently join the fingular and the
plural together, and confound the mafculine with the
feminine gender, and feldom make choice of the
proper tenfe. To avoid all thefe faults, we thould
read with attention, and obferve the turn and expref-
fions of the beft authors ; nor fhould we pafs over a
word we do not perfe&tly underftand, without fearch-
ing or enquiring for the exact meaning of it.

It is faid, That a man muft be born a poet, but
it is in his power to make himfelf an orator ; for to
be a poet requires a certain degree of ftrength and
vivacity of mind ; but that attention, reading, and
labour, are {ufficient to form an orator. :

RN DA SO AT LR sy

VERY excellency, and every virtue, has its
kindred vice or weaknefs ; and, if carried be-

yond certain bounds, finks into the one or the other.
Generofity often runs into profufion, ceconomy into
avarice,
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avarice, courage into rafhuefs, caution into timidity,
and fo on ;—infomuch that, I believe, there is more
judgment required for the proper condutt of our
virtues, than for avoiding their oppofite vices. Vice,
inits true light, is fo deformed, that it thocks at firft
fight ; and would hardly ever feduce us, if it did
not, at firft, wear the mafk of fome virtue, But
virtue is, in itfelf, fo beautiful, that it charms us at
firft fight ; engages us more and more, upon further
acquaintance ; and, as with other beauties, we think
excefs impoffible ; it is here that judgement is nece(-
fary, to moderate and direét the effects of an excel-
lent caufe. In the fame manner, great learning, if
not accompanied with found judgement, frequently
carries us into error, pride, and pedantry.

SomEe learned men, proud of their knov(/ledge,
only fpeak to decide, and give judgment without ap-
peal ; the confequence of which is, that mankind,
provoked by the infult, and injured by the oppref-
fion, revolt ; and in order to thake off the tyranny,
even call the lawful authorityin queftion. The more
you know, the modefter you fhould be ; and that
modefty is the fureft way of gratifying your vanity,
Even where you are fure, feem rather doubtful ; re-
prefent, but do not pronounce; and, if you would
convince others, {feem open to conviction yourfelf.

OrtrErs, to thew their learning, or often from
the prejudices of a fchool education, where they hear
of nothing elfe, are always talking of the Ancients
as fomething more than men, and of the Moderns as
fomething lefs. They are never without a claffic or -
two 1n their pockets ; they flick to the old good

{enfe ;
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fenfe ; they read none of the modern trafh ; and
will fhew you plainly, that no improvement has been
‘made, in any one art or {cience, thefe laft feventeen
hundred years. Iwould by no means have you dif-
‘own your acquaintance with the Ancients ; but fill
lefs would I have you brag of an exclufive intimacy
“with them. Speak of the Moderns without con-
tempt, and of the Ancients without idolatry ; judge
them all by their merits, but not by their ages ; and
if you happen to have an Elzevir claflic in your
“pocket, neither fthew it nor mention it.

Some great fcholars, moft abfurdly, draw all their
maxims, both for public and private life, from what
they call parallel cafes in the ancient authors ; with-
out confidering, that, in the firft place, there never
were, fince the Creation of the World, two cafes ex-
“a@ly parallel ; and, in the next place, that there ne-
ver was a cafe ftated, or even known, by any hifto-
rian, with every one of its circumftances ; which,
however, ought to be known, in-order to be reafoned
from. Reafon upon the cafe itfelf, and the feveral
circumftances that attend it, and aét accordingly ;
but not from the authority of ancient poets or hiflo-
rians. Take into your confideration, if you pleafe,
cafes feemingly analogous ; but take them as helps
only, not as guides.

Traere is another fpecies of learned men, who,
-though lefs dogmatical and {upercilious, are not lefs
impertinent. Thefe are the communicative and
fhining pedants, who adorn their converfation, even
with women, by happy quotations of Greek and
Latin, and who have contrated fuch a familiarity

: ‘with
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with the Greek and Roman authors, that- they call
them by certain names or epithets denoting intimacy ;
as old Homer ; that/ly rogue Horace ; Maro, inflead
of Virgil; Nafs, inftead of Ovid. Thele are often
imitated by coxcombs, who have no learning at all ;
but who have got fome names and fome {craps of an-
cientauthors by heart, which theyimproperly and im-
pertinently retail in all companies, in hopes of pafling
for {cholars. If, therefore, you would avoid the ac-
.cufation of pedantry on one hand, or the fufpicion
of ignorance on the other, abftain from learned often—
tation. Speak the language of the company you are
in ; fpeak it purely, and unlarded with any other.
Never {feem wifer, nor more learned, than the people |
youare with. Wear your learning, like your watch,
in a private pocket ; and donot pull it out, and firike
it, merely to fhew that you have one. If you are
afked what o’clock it is, tell it ; but do not proclaim
it hourly and unatked, like the watchman.

B B8 By A 6 sl P B

AANY young people adopt pleafures, for which
i they have not the lealt tafte, only becaufe

they are called by that name. They often .miftake
fo rotally, as to imagine that debauchery is pleafure,
Drunkennefs, which is requally deftruétive to body
and mind, is certainly ‘a fine pleafure ! Gaming,
which draws us into a thoufand {crapes, leaves us

' penny-
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pennylefs, and gives us the air and manners of an
outrageous madman, is another moft exquifite
pleafure. '

PLeasuRE is the rock which moft young people
{plit upon ; they launch out with crowded fails int
queft of it, but withouta compafs to dire&t their
courfe, or reafon fufficient to {teer the veflel ; there-
fcre pain and fhame, inftead of pleafure, are the re-
turns of their voyage. TG

A max of pleafure, in the vulgar acceptation of
that phrafe, means only a beaftly drunkard, an aban-
doned rake, and a profligate {wearer.: we fhould
weigh the prefent enjoyment of our pleafures againft
the unavoidable confequences of them, and then let
our common fenfe determine the choice.

W e may enjoy the pleafures of the table and wine,
but ftop fhort of the pains infeparably annexed to an
excels in cither. We may let other people do as
they will, without formally and {ententioufly rebuk-
ing them for it ; but we muft be firmly refolved not
to deftroy our own faculties and conftitution, in com=
pliance to thofe who have no regard to their own.
We may play to give us pleafure, but not to give us
pain ; we may play for trifles in mixed companies, to
amufe ourfelves, and conform to cuftom. Good
company.are not fond of having a man reeling drunk
among them ; nor is it agreeable to {ee another tear=
ing his hair, and blafpheming, for having loft, at
play, more than he is able to pay ; or arake with
half a nofe, crippled by coarfe and infamous de-
bauches, ‘Thofe who pra@ife and brag of thefe

" things
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things make no part of good company ; and are moft
unwillingly, if ever admitted into it. A real man
of fathion and pleafure obferves decency ; at leaft, he
neither borrows nor affe@s vices : and if he is fo un-
fortunate as to have any,he gratifies them with choice,
delicacy, and fecrecy.

We thould be as attentive to our pleafures as to
our ftudies.  In the latter, we fhould obferve and re-
fle@t upon all we read ; and in the former, be watch-
ful and attentive to every thing we fee and hear ; and
let us never have it to fay, as fome fools do, of things
that were faid and done before their faces, That
‘¢ indeed they did not mind them, becaufe they were
¢ thinking of fomething elfe.” Why were they
thinking of {fomething elfe ? And if they were, why
did they come there } Wherever we are, we fhould
(asit is vulgarly exprefled) have our ears and our
eyes about ns. “We. thould liften to every thing that
is faid, and fee every thing that is done.  Let us ob-
ferve, without being thought obfervers ; for other-
wife people will be upon their guard before us.

ALrL gaming, field-fports, and fuch other amufe-
ments, where neither the underftanding nor the fenfes
have the leaft fhare, are frivolous, and the refources
of little minds, who either do not think, or do not
love to think. But the pleafures of a man of parts
either flatter the fenfes, or improve the mind,

TrEeRE are liberal and illiberal pleafures, as well
as liberal and illiberal arts.” Sottifh drunkennefs,
indifcriminate glattony, driving coaches, ruftic
fports, fuch as fox-chaces, horfe-races, &c¢. aré infi-

nitely
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nitely below the honeft and indufirious profeffions of
a taylor and a fhoemaker.

Tue more we apply to bufinefs, the more we relifh
our pleafures ; the exercifeof the mind in the morn-
ing, by ftudy, whets the appetite for the pleafures of
the evening, as the exercife of the body whets the ap-
petite for dinner. Bufinefs and pleafure, rightly un-
derftood, mutually affift each other—inftead of being
enemies, as foolifh or dull people often think them.
We cannot tafte pleafures truly, unlefs we earn them
by previous bufinefs ; and few people do bufinefs well,
who do nothing elfe. EBut, when I {peak of plea-
fures, I always mean the elegant pleafures of a ra-
tional being, and not the brutal ones of a {wine.

PRETUDTOES

EVER adopt the notions of any books yom
N may read, or of any company you may keep,
without examining whether they are juf or not; as
you will otherwife be liable to be hurried away by
prejudices, inftead of being guided by reafon, and
quietly cherifh error, inftead of feeking for truth.

Use and aflert your own reafon ; reflett, examine,
and analize every thing, in order to form a foand
and mature judgment ; let no ipfe dixit impofe upon
your underftanding, miflead your altions, or diftate

your
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your converfation. Be early, what, if you are not,
you will, when too late, with you had been. Con-
fult your reafon betimes: I do not fay that it will
always prove an unerring guide, for human reafon is
notinfallible ; but it will prove the leaft erring guide
that yon can follow. Books and converfation may
afiift it 5 but adopt neither blindly and implicitly. :
try both by that beft rule, which God has given to
diret us, Reafon. Of all the troables, do not de-
cline, as many people do, that of thinking. The
herd of mankind can hardly be faid to think ; their
notions are almoft all adoptive ; and, in general, T
believe it is better that it thould be fo; as fuch com-
mon prejudices contribute more to order and quiet,
than their own f{eparate reafonings would do, uncul¢i-
vated and unimproved as they are.

Locar prejudices prevail only with the herd of
mankind, and do not impofe upon cultivated, in-
formed, and refle¢ting minds: but then there are no-
tions equally falfe, though not fo glaringly abfurd,
: swhich are entertained by people of fuperior and im-
(% 'proved underftandings, merely for want of the necef-

‘fary pains to inveftigate, the proper attention to exa-

mine, and the penetration requifite to determine the

truth. Thofe are the prejudices which I would have
yeu guard againft, by a manly exertion and attention
of your reafoning faculty,

oy

RELI-
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RRORS and m1I'takes, however grofs, in: mat-
ters of opmlon, if they are fincere, are to be
pitied ; but not punithed, nor laughed at. The
blindnefs of the underft anding is as much to be pi-
tied, as the blindnefs -of the eyes ; -and it is neither
laughable nor criminal for a man to lofe his way ia
either cafe. Charity bid§ us endeavour to fet 111m
right, by arguments and perfuafions ; but charity, at
the {ame time, forbids us either to punifh or ridicule
his misfortune. Every man {eeks for truth, but God
only knows who has found it. It is unjuft to perfe-
cute, and abfurd to ridicule people for their feveral
op1n1ons, which they cannot help enrertammg upon
_the conviétion of their reafon. It is he who tells, or
alts a lie, that 1s guilty, and not he who hone[Hy and -
fincerely believes the lie.

" TuE obje@ of all public worthips in.-the world is
the fame ; it is that great Eternal Being who.created
every thing, The different manners of worfhip are
by no means fubjefts of ridicule. Each fec thinks
his own the beft; and I know no infallible judge in
this world to decide which is the beft,

o  EMPLOY-
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EMPLOYMENT OF TIME,

rOW little do we refle&t on the ufe and value of
time ! It is in every body’s mouth, but in few
people’s practice. Every fool, who flatterns away his
whole time in nothings, frequently utters fome trite
common-place fentence to prove, at once, the valueand
the fleetnefs of time. The fun-dials, all over Europe,
have fome ingenious infcription to that effect ; fo that
nobody fquanders away their time without frequently
hearing and feeing how neceffary it is to employ it
well, and how irrecoverable itisifloft. Young peo-
ple are apt to think they have fo much time before
them, that they may {quander what they pleafe of it,
and yet have enough left; as great fortunes have fre-
quently feduced people to a ruinous profufion. But
all thefe admonitions are ufelefs, where there is not
a fund of good fenfe and reafon to fuggeft rather than
receive them.

T1mME is precious, life fhort, and confequently not
~ afingle moment fhould be loft. Senfible men know
how'vto make the moft of time, and put out their whole
fum either to intereft or pleafure: they are never
jdle, but continually employed either in amufements
or ftudy. It is an univerfal maxim, Thatidlenefs is
the mother of vice. It is, however, certain, that
lazinefs is the inheritance of fools, and nothing can
be fo defpicable as a fluggard. Cato the Cenfor, a
wife and virtuous Roman, ufed to {ay, there were but
three ations of his life that he regretted : The firlt

was,
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was, the having revealed a fecret to his wife ; the
fecond, that he had once gone by fea when he might
have gone by land ; and the third, the having paffed
one day without doing any thing.

¢ Taxe careof the pence, for the pounds will take

¢« care of themfelves,”” was a very juft and fenfible
refleGtion of old Mr. Lowndes, the famous Secretary of
the Treafury under William III. Anne, and Georgel.
I therefore recommend to you to take care of mi-
nutes ; for hours will take care of themfelves. Be
doing fomething or other all day long; and not ne-
glect half-hours, and quarters of hours, which, at the
year’s end, amount to a great fum. For inftance :
~There are many fhort intervals in the day, between
ftudies and pleafures : inftead of fitting idle and
yawning in thofe intervals, fnatch up fome valuable
book, and continue the reading of that book till you
have got through it ; never burden your mind with
more than one thing at a time : and in reading this
book, do not run over it fuperficially, but read every
paffage twice over, at leaft; do not pafs on to a fe-
cond, till you thoroughly underftand the firft, nor
quit the book till you are mafter of the fubjet;
for unlefs you do this, you may read it through, and
not remember the contents of it for a week. The
books I would patticularly recommend among others,
are the Marchionefs Lambert’s Advice to her Son and
Daughters Cardinal Retz’s Maxins, Rochefoucauls’s
Moral Reflections, Bruyere’s Charallers, Fontenelle’s Ply-
rality of Worlds, Sir Sofiab Child on Trade, Bolingbroke’s
Works ; forttyle, his Remarks on the Hiftory of England,
under the name of Sir John Oldcaltle; Puffendor}’s Fus
Gentium, and Grotius de Fure Belli et Pacis ; thelattwo
1B imeds are
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are well tranflated by Barbeyrac. ~For occafional
halfhours or lefs, read works of invention, wit and.
humour; but never wafte your minutes on trifling
authors, either ancient or modern. ;

“Nor are pleafures idlencfs, or time loft, provided
they are the pleafures of a rational being ; on the
contrary, a certain portion of time employed in thofe
pleafures, is very ufefully employed. Kkl

WaaTEVER bufinefs you Kave, do it the firft mo-
ment you can 5 never by halves, but finifh it without
interruption, if poflible. Bufinefs muft not be faun-
tered and trifled with ; and you muft not fay to it, as
Felix did to Paul, < At a more convenient feafon I
¢ will fpeak to thee.””  The moft convenient {feafon
forbufinefs is the firft ; but ftudy and bufinefs, in fome
meafure, point out their own times toa man of fenfe ;
time is much oftener fquandered away in the wrong
choice and improper methods of amufement and plea-
{urgs. ;

Disparch is the foul of bufinefs ; and nothing
contributes more to difpatch, than method. Lay
down a methed for every thing, and ftick to it invio-
lably, as far as unexpeéled incidents may allow. Fix
one certain hour and day in the week for your ac-
counts, and keep them together in their proper order 3
by which means they will require very little time, and
you can never be much cheated. Whatever letters
and papers you keep,docket and tie them up in their
refpe&ive clafles, {o that you may inftantly have re-

courfe to any one. Lay down a method alfo for

your reading, for which you allot a certain fhare of
your mornings ; let it be in'a confiftent and confecu-
. : tive

~
\
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tive courfe, and not in that defultory and immetho-
dical manner, in which many people read fcraps of

 different authors upon different fubjeds. Keep a
ufeful and fhort common-place book of what you
read, to help your memory only, and not for pedantic
quotations. Never read hiftory without having maps,
and a chronological book, or tables, lying by you,
and conftantly recurred to ; without which, Hiftory
is only a confufed heap of falts.

You will fay, it may be, as many young people
would, that all this order and method is very trouble-
fome, only fit for dull people, and a difagreeable re-
firaint upon the noble fpirit and fire of youth. I
deny it ; and affert, on the contrary, that it will pro-
cure you both more time and more tafte for your
pleafures; and fo far from being troublefome to you,
that, after you have purfued it a month, it would be
troublefome to you to lay it afide. Bufinefs whets
the appetite, and gives a tafte to pleafures, as exer-
cife does to food; and bufinefs can never be done
without method : it raifes the {pirits for pleafares;
and a fpectacle, a ball, an aﬁ"embﬁly, will much more
fenfibly affet a man who has employed, than a man
who has loft, the preceding part of the day; nay, I
will venture to fay, that a fine lady will feem to have
more charms to a man of ftudy or bufinefs, than to a

_{aunterer. 'The fame liftlefipefs runs through his
whole condu&, and he is as infipid in his pleafures, as
ineflicientin every thing clfe, : '

s A
I nore you earn your pleafures, and confequently
tafte them ; for, by the way, I know a great many
A 173 , men
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men who call themfelves Men of Pleafure, but who,
in truth, haye none. They adopt other people’s in-
difcriminately, but without any tafte of their own.
I have known them often inflict excefles upon them-
felves, becaufe they thought them genteel ; though
they fat as awkwardly upon them as other people’s
cloaths would have done. Have no pleafures but
your own, and then you will thine in them.-

Man~y people think that they are in pleafures,
provided they are neither in ftudy nor in bufinefs.
Nothing likeit; they are doing nothing, and might
juft as well be afleep. They contract habitudes from
lazinefs, and they only frequent thofe places where
they are free from all reftraints and attentions. Be
upon your guard againft this idle profufion of time ;
and let every place you go to be either the fcene of
quick and lively pleafures, or the fchool of your im-
provements: let every company you go into, either
gratify your {enfes, extend your knowledge, or refine
your manners.

Ir, by accident, two or three hours are fometimes
wanting for fome ufeful purpofe, borrow them from
your fleep. Six, or at moft feven hours fleep is, for
a conflancy, as much as you or any body can want :
more is only lazinefs and dozing; and is both un-
wholefome and ftupifying. If, by chance, your bu-
finefs or your pleafures thould keep you up till four
or five o’clock in the morning, rife exaltly at your .
ufual time, that you may not lofe the precious morn-
ing hours; and that the want of fleep may force you
to go to bed earlier the next night,

Azove
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Asove all things, guard againft frivoloufnefs.
The frivolous mind is always bufied, but to little
purpofe ; it takes little objeéts for great ones, and
throws away upon trifles that time and attention
which only important things deferve. Knick-knacks,
butterflies, fhells, infeéts, &c. are the objeéts of their
moft ferious refearches. They contemplate the drefs,
not the chara&ers, of the company they keep. They
attend more to the decorations of a play, than to the
fenfe of it; and to the ceremonies of a court, more
than to its politics. ~Such an employment of time is
an abfolute lofs of it.

To conclude this fubje& : Sloth, indolence, and
efeminacy, are pernicious, and unbecominga young
fellow ; let them be your refource forty years hence
at {ooneft. Determine, at all events, and however
difagreeable it may be to you in fome refpeéts, and
for fome time, to keep the moft diftinguithed and
fafhionable company of the place you are at, cither
for their rank, or for their learning, or /e bel efprit et
Ie gout. 'This gives you credentials to the beft com-
panies, wherever you go afterwards.

Know the true value of times fnatch, feize, and
enjoy every moment of it. No idlenefs, no lazinefs,
no procraftination : never put off till to-morrow what
you can do to-day. Thatwasthe rule of the famous
and unfortunate Penfionary De Witt; who, by
firitly following it, found time not only to do the
whole bufinefs of the Republic, but to pafs his even-
ings at affemblies and fuppers, as if he had had no-
thing elfe to do or think of,

T4 VANITY,
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)E extremely on your guard againft vanity, the
common failing' of inexperienced youth; but
particulariy againft that kind of vanity that dubbs 2
man A cdxcomb ; a chara®er which, once acquired,.
1s more indelible than that of the priefthood. Ttis
not tobe imagined by how many differentways vanity
defeats its own purpofes.  One man decides peremp-
torily upon every fubjed, betrays his ignorance upon
many, and fhews a difgufling prefumption upon the
reft : "another defires to appear fuccefsful among the
women : he hints at the encouragement he has re~'
ceived from thofe of the moft diftinguithed rank and
beauty, and intimates a particular conne@ion with
fome one: if it'1s true, it is ungenerous ;- if falfe, it
is infamous : but in either cafe he deftroys the re-
putation he wants to get. Some flatter their vanity,
by little extraneous obje&s, which have not the lealt
relation to themfelves ; fuch as being défcended
from, related to, or acquainted with, peoplé of di-
ftinguithed merit, and eminent chara@ers. hey
. talk perpetually of their grandfather fuch-a-one, their
‘ uncle fuch-a-one, and theirintimate friend, Mr. fuch-
a-ane, ‘whom, poflibly, they are hardly acquainted
with. Butadmitting it all to be as they would have
it, ‘what then ? Have they the more merit for thofe
accidents ! Certainly nots On the contrary, their
taking up adventitious, proves their want of intrin-
fic, merit; a rich mah never borrows. Take this
rulesfor granted,” as a never-failing one, That you'
‘ dﬁ*@&fﬂev?‘ir {eem to affelt the charadter in which you °
T R ; have
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have 2 mind to fhine.  Modefty is the only fure bait,
when you angle for praife. The affeftation of cou-
rage will make even a brave man pais oniy for a bul-
ly; as the affe@ation of wit will make a man of
parts pafs for a coxcomb. By this medefty I do not
mean timidity, and awkward bafhfulpefs.  On the
contrary, be inwardly firm and teady, know your
own value, whatever it may be, and aé upon that
principle ; ‘but take great care to let nobody difcover
that you'do know your own value. Whatever real
merit you have, other people will difcover ; and
people always magnify their own difcoveries, as they’
leflen thofe of others. it 409

VT e e S

[RTUE is a fubje& which deferves’ your and

every man’s attention. It confifls in deing’ -

AR P ¢
FEYE e o

good, and in fpeaking truth’; the eflects obit, therss
fore, are advantageous to ail mankind, and o one’s »
felf in particular. Virtae makes us pity and rélieve
the misfortunes of mankind ; it makes us promote
juftice and good order in fociety ; and; in
contributes to whatever teands to the real. good of
mankind. To ourfelves it gives an inward comfort
and fatisfattion, which nothing elfe can do,” and
which nothing can rob us of. All other advantages’
depend upon others, as much as upon ourflves.
Riches, power, and greatnels may be taken away’

: G : from

'
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from us by the violence and injuftice of others, or by
inevitable accidents; but virtue depends only upon
ourfelves, and nobody can take it away from us,
Sicknefs may deprive us of all the pleafures of the
body ; butit cannot deprive us of our virtue, nor of
the fatisfaction which we feel from it. A virtuous
man, under all the misfortunes of life, fill finds an
inward comfort and fatisfaCtion, which makes him
happier than any wicked man can be with all the other
advantages of life. If a man has acquired great
power and riches by falfehood, injuftice, and epprei-
fion, he cannot enjoy them ; becaufe his confcience
will torment him, and conftantly reproach him with
the means by which he got them. The ftings of his
conicience will not even let him fleep quietly ; buthe
will dream of his crimes ; andin the day-time, when
alone, and when he has time to think, he will be
uneafy and melancholy. He is afraid of every thing ;
for, as he knows mankind muft hate him, he has
reafon to think they will hurt him if they can.
‘Whereas if a virtuous man be ever {o poor and un-
fortunate in the world, fill his virtue is its own re-
ward, and will comfort him under all afli@ions.
The quiet and fatisfaction of his confcience make
“him chearful by day, and fleep found of nights :
he can be alone with pleafure, and is not afraid of
his own thoughts. Virtue forces her way, and fhines
through the obfcurity of a retired life ; and, fooner
or later, it always is rewarded.

To conclude:—Lord Shaftefbury fays, that he
would be virtuous for his own fake, though nobody
were to know it; as he would be clean for his own
fake, though nobody were to fee him.

USEFUL
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MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS
ON MEN AND MANNERS.

Seleted from Lord CaesterrieLp’s LETTERS.

MAN who does not folidly eftablith, and re-
A ally deferve; a chara&er of truth, probity,
good manners, and good morals, at his firft fetting
out in the world, may impofe, and fhine like a me-
teor for a very fhort time, but will very foon vanifh,
and be extinguifhed with contempt. People eafily
ardon, in young men, the common irregularities of
the fenfes ; but they do not forgive the leaft'vice of
the heart.

Tus greateft favours may be done fo awkwardly
and bunglingly as to offend ; and difagrecable things
may be done {o agreeably asalmoft to oblige.

Tuere are very few Captains of Foot who are
not much better company than ever Defcartes or Sic
Ifzac Newton were. I honour and refpeét fuch fu-
perior geniufes ; but I defire to converfe with peo-
ple of this world, who bring into company their
fhare, at leaft, of chearfulnefs, good-breeding, and
knowledge of mankind., In common life, one much
oftener wants fmall money, and filver, than gold.
Give me a man who has ready cafh about him for
prefent expences ; fixpences, {hillings, half-crowns,

and
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and crowns, which circulate eafily ; but a man who
has only an ingot of gold about him, is much above
common parpofss, and his riches are not handy nor
convenient. Have as much gold as you pleafe in
one pocket, but take care always to keep change in
the other ; for you will much oftener have occafion
for a fhilling than for a guinea.

Apvice is {eldom welcome, and thofe who want
it the moft, always likeit the leaft.

Exvy is one of the meaneft and moft tormenting
of all paflions, as there is hardly a perfon exifting
that has not given uneafinefs to an envious breaft ;
for the envions man cannot be happy while he ‘be-
holds others fo. '

A crEaT altion will always meet with the ap-
probation’ of mankind, and the inward pleafure
which it produces, is not to be exprefled.

HumaniTy is the particular chara&eriflic of
great minds 5 little vicious minds abound with an-
ger and.revenge, and are incapable of fecling the
exalted pleafure of forgiving their enemies.

Tue ignorant and the weak only are idle ; thofe

who have acquired a good flock of knowledge, al-
ways defire to increafe it.  Knowledge is like power
in this refpe&, that thofe who have the mof, are moft
defirous of having more. " Idlenefs is only the re-
fuge of weak minds, and the holiday of fools.

Every man has a natural right to his liberty ;
and whoever endeavougs to ravifh it from him, de-
’ : ferves
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ferves death more than the robber who attacks us for
our money on the highway.’ :

MopEesTY is a commendable quality,  and oene- |
rally accompanies true merit ; it-engages and capti-
vates the minds of people ; for nothing -1s' more
fhocking and difguffal, than prefumption and im-
pudence. A man is defpifed who is always com-
mending him{clf, and who is the hero of his own
fory. Sshih

Nor to perform our promife is a folly, a difho-
nour, and a crime,  Rris a\.fol}y, becaufe no one will
rely on us afrerwards 3 and it is a difhonour anda
crime, becaufe truth is the firft duty of religion and
morality : and whoever is not pofleifed of truth,
cannot be fuppofed to have any one good quality,

and muft be held in deteftation by all good men.

W 1T may create many admirers, but makes few
friends. It fhines and dazzles like the noontday
fan, but; like that too, is very apt to {corch, and
therefore is dlways feared. The milder morning and
evening light and heat of that planet, footh and
calm our minds,: Never feele for wit.; if it prefents
itfelf, well and good ; but even in that cafe, let your
judgment interpofe ; and take care that it be notat
the expence of any body. Pope fays very truly,'

¢ There are whom Heaven has bleft with ftore of wit,

¢« Yet wantias much again to govern St

And in another place, I doubt with too much truth,
/ s ;
¢ For wit and judgment ever are at ftrife,

¢ Though meant each other’s aid, like-man and LT

A PROPER
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A PrOPER fecrecy is theronly myftery of able
men ; myftery is the only fecrecy of weak and cun-
ning ones. .

To tell any friend, wife, or miftrefs, any {fecret
with which they have nothing to do, is aifcovering
to them f{uch an unretentive weaknefs, as mut con-
vince them that you will tell it to twenty others, and
confequently that they may reveal it without the
rifque ‘of being difcovered. Buat a fecret properly
communicated, only to thofe who are to be conw
cerned in the queftion, will probably be kept by
them, though they fhould be a good many. Little
fecrets are commonly told again, but great ones ge-
nerally kept.

A mMaN who tells nothing, or who tells all, will
equally have nothing told him,

Ir a fool knows a fecret, he tells it becaufe he is a
fool ; if a knave knows one, he tells it wherever it
1s his intereft to tell it. But women and young men
are very apt to tell what fecrets they know, from the
vanity of having been trufted. Truft none of thefe,
wherever you can help it.

Ix your friendfhips, and in your enmities, let your
confidence and your hoftilities have certain bounds :
make not the former dangerous, nor the latter irre-
concileable, There are ftrange viciffitudes in bu-
finefs !

SmooTH your way to the head, through the heart.
The way of reafon is a good one ; but it is com-
monly fomething longer, and perhaps not {o {ure.

SpiriT.
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SprriT is now a very fafhionable word : to alt
with fpirit, to fpeak with {pirit, means only to alt
rafhly, and to talk indifcreetly. An able man fhews
his fpirit by gentle words and refolute attions : he is
neither hot nor timid.

Parience is a molt neceflary qualification for bu-
* finefs ; many a man would rather you heard his
frory than granted his requeft. One mult feem to
hear the unreafonable demands of the petulant, un=
mboved, and the tedious details of the dull, antired.
That is the leaft price that a man muft pay for a bigh
ftation.

It is always right to dete& a fraud, and to perceive
afolly ; but it is often very wrong to expofe either.
A man of bufinefs fhould always have his eyes
open, but muit often feem to have them fhut,

In courts (and every where elfe) bathfulnefs and ti-
midity are as prejudicial on one hand, as impudence
and rathnefs are on the other. A fieady aflurance
and a cool intrepidity, with an exterior modefty, are
the true and neceffary medium.

Never apply for what you fee very little probabi -
. lity of obtaining ; for you will, by afking improper
and unattainable things, accuftom the Minifters to
refufe you fo often, that they will find it eafy to re-
fufe you the propereft and moft reafonable ones. It
is a common, but a moft miftaken rule at Court, to
afk for every thing in arder to get fomething : vou
do get fomething by it, it is true ; but that fome-

thing
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thing 19, refufals and ridicule.—This ‘maxim, like
the former, is of general application.

A curparrvui, eafy countenance and behaviour
are very ufeful : they make fools think you-a.good-
natured man ; and they make defigning men think
you an undefigning one.

Tuere are fome occafions in which a2 man muft
tell half his{ecret, in order to conceal the reft ; but
there 1s {eldom 'one 1n which a man fhould tell it all.
Great fkill is neceffary to know how far to go, and
where to flop.

CerEMONY is neceflary, as the outwork and de-
fence of manners.

A mar’s own good-breeding is his beft fecurity
againit other people’s ill-manners,

Goop-sREEDING carries along with it a dignity,
that is refpe@ted by the moft petulant. Tll-breed-
ing invites and authorizes the familiarity of the
moft timid. No man ever faid a pert thing to the
Duke of Marlborough. No man ever faid a civil
one (though many a flattering one) to Sir Robert
Walpole. :

K~owLEDGE may give weight, but accomplifh-
ments only give luftre ; and many more people fee
than weigh.

MosT



MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS, 129

MosT arts require long ftudy and application ; but
the moft ufeful art of all, that of pleafing, requires

only the defire.

It is to be prefumed, that 2 man of common fenfe,
who does not defire to pleafe, defires nothing at all ;
fince he muft know that he cannot obtain any thing
without it.

A skiLFuL negociator will moft carefully dif-
tinguifh between the little and the great objeéts of
his bufinefs, and will be as frank and open in the
former, as he will be fecret and pertinacious in the
latter,—This maxim holds equally true in common
life.

Tue Duc de Sully obferves very juftly, in his
Memoirs, that nothing contributed more to his
rife, than that prudent ceconomy which he had
obferved from his youth ; and by which he had al-
ways a fum of money before-hand, in cafe of emer- °
gencies,

It is very difficult to fix the particular point of
cconomy ; the beft error of the two, is on the
parfimonious fide. 'That may be corrected, the other
€cannot. ‘

THE reputation of generofity is to be purchafed
E D cheap ; it does not depend fo much upon 2
man’s general expence, as it does upon his giving
handfomely where it is proper to give at all. A
man, for inftance, who fhould give a fervant four

K . {hillings,
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fhillings, would pafs for covetous, while he who:
gave him a crown would be reckoned generous ; fo.
that the difference of thofe two oppofite characters
turns upon one fhilling. A man’s charaer, in that
particular, depends a, great deal upon the report of
His own fervants ; a mere trifle above common wages
makes their report favourable. :

Taxe care always to form your eftablifhment fo-
much within your income, as to leave a fufficient
fund for unexpe&ed contingencies, and a prudent
liberality. There is hardly a year, in any man’s
life, in which a fmall fum of ready money may not
he employed to great advantage,

ADVICE
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MOTHER TO HER SON,
: : : BX T HE

MARCHIONESS DE LAMBERT:

A TRACT PARTICULARLY RECOMMENDED TO HIS SON
BY LORD CHESTERFIELD.

HATEVER care is ufed in the education
of children, itis ftill too little to anfwer the
end : to make it fucceed, there muft be excellent go-
vernors ; but where fhall we find them, when princes
find it difficult to get and keep them for themfelves 2
Where can we meet with men fo much {uperior to
~ others, as to deferve to be entrufted with their con-
dué? Yet the firft years of a man’s life are precious,
fince they lay the foundation of the merit ‘of the
reft,

THERE are but two feafons of life in which truth
diftinguithes itfelf for our advantage : “in youth, for
our inftruction ; and in our advanced years, to com=
fort us. In the age Fhat paflions reign, truth gene-
rally quits us for the time.

Two celebrated ¥ men, out of their friendfhip to
me, have had the care of your education ; but as

¥ P. Bouhours and P, Cheminais,

K2 they
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they were obliged to follow the method of ftudies
fettled in Colleges, théy applied themfelves more
in your early youth .to’ improve your mind with
learning, than to make you know the world, or in-
firuét you in the decorums of life.

\

I am going, my fon, to give you fome precepts
for the condu& of your’s : read them without think-
ing it a trouble. They are not dry leétures, that
carry the air of a mother’s authority ; they are ra-
ther the advice of a friend, and have this meut, that
they come from my heart.

- Ar your entering the world, you muft certainly
propofe to yourfelf fome end or other : you have too
much fenfe to care to live without any defign at all

nor can you afpire to any thing more becommg and
worthy of you than glery. ’Tisa noble view for you
to entertain; butitis fit for you to know what 1s
meant by the term, and what notion you frame of it.

’Tis of various kinds, and each profeflion has a
glory that is peculiar to it. In your’s, my fon, it
means the glory that attends valour. 'This is the
glory of heroes ; it makes a brighter figure than any
other ; it always carries with it the true marks of
honour, and the recompences it deferves: Fame feems
to have no tongue but to found their praife ; and
‘when you arrive at a certain degree of reputa-
tion, every thing you do is confiderable. All the
world has agreed. to give the pre-eminence to mili-
tary virtues ; ’tis no more than their due. They
coit dear enough ; but there are feveral ways of dif-

charging thelr oouganons.

SomEe
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SomE engage in the profeflion of arms, merely to
avoid the fhame of degenerating from their anceftors ;
others follow it not only out of duty, but inclination.
The firft fcarce ever raife themfelves above their
rank in the world ; ’tis a debt they pay, and they go
no further. The others, fluthed with hopes, and
carried onby ambition, march a giant’s pate in the
road of glory. Some propofe only to make their
fortune : others have their advancement and immor-
tality itfelf in view. Such as ftint themfelves to
the making a fortune, never have.a very extenfive
merit. A man that does not aim at raifing to him-
felf a great name, will never perform any great ac-
tions. And fuch as go carelefsly on in the road of
‘their profeflion {fuffer all the fatigues, without ac-
quiring either the honour or recompence that natu-
rally attend it.

‘Ir people underftood their own intereft rightly,
they would not lay a firefs upon raifing a fortune,
but would in all profeflions have their glory and re-
putation in view. When you attain to a certain de-
oree of merit, and it is generally known, the great
glory and reputation you have acquired never fails
to make your fortune. A man cannot havetoo much
ardour to diftinguifh himfelf, nor can his defires of
advancement be encouraged by hopes that are too
flattering. :

Trer: muft be great views to give a great vigour
to the foul ; ’tis not eafy otherwife to make it exert
itfelf. Let your love of glory be ever fo eager and
aclive, you may ftill fall fhort of your aim ; yet tho’

Kire you
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you fhould advance but half way, ’tis alwé'ys glorious
to have dared,

TaERE is nothing fo improper for a young man -
as that modefty which makes him fancy he is not ca-
pable of great things.. This modelty 1s a faintnefs
of foul, which hinders it from exerting itfelf, and
running with a {wift career toward glory. - Agefilaus
was told that the king of Perfia was the ‘greateft
king ; ¢ Why fhould he be greater than me \rcphed
¢ he), fo long as I have a fword by my fide ?” There
1s a {uperior genius and merit in fome perfons, that
tells them nothing is impoflible for them.

ForTuNE, my fon, did not l@v(‘,‘l your way to glory ;
to make it eafier for you, I gave you a regiment be-
times, being perfuaded, that there is no entermg too
foon into a profeflion where e\peuenco is {o necef-
fary, and t_hat the firft years of a man’s life lay the
foundation of his charaéter, and enable the world
to judge of his future conduét in the refidue of it.
You made the campaign of Barcelona, the moft {uc-
cefsful to the king’s troops, and yet the leaft cele-
brated of any. You return into Italy, where every
thing is-againft us ; where we are to fight not only
with the enemy, but the climate, the fituation, and
prejudices of the country. Campaigns that are un-
happy for the king, prove fo likewife for private men ;
the corpfes of the, dead and the faults of the living are
buried in one common grave: Fame is hufhed, and
has nothing to fay of the fervices of fuch as are left ;
but you may {lill depend upon it, that true valour is
never unknown. 'There are {o many eyes obferving

your behaviour, that you can never want as many
witnefles
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witnefles of your worth : befides, you learn more in
fuch campaigns; you try your own abilities ; you
know yourfelf well enough to judge what you can
«do upon occafion : others know it too; and if you
do not raife yourfelf a reputation in a moment, you
are fure to gain one in the end,

GrreaT names are not formed in a day; nor is it
%7 alour alone that makes extraordinary men- She be-
gins, indeed, to form them, but other virtues muft
«concur to finifh them.

‘Tus notion of a hero is inconfiftent with the cha-
radter of a man without juftice, probity, and magna=
nimity.  *Tis not enough to have a name for your
valour ; you muft have a name likewife for your pro-
bity. All the virtaes muft unite together to form a

‘hero. Valour, my fon, is not to be infpired by ad-
vice ; ’tis a gift of nature—but fuch a one that a
perfon may poffefs it in the higheft degree, and yet
deferve very little efteem in other—refpets. - '

Tue generality of young men fancy ‘they at
obliged to nothing elfe, when once they have ac-
quired the military virtues and that they are allow=-
<d to be unjuft, rude, and unmannerly. Do not
carry the prerogative of the {word teo far; it gives
you no exemption frem other obligations.

T axE care, my fon, to be in reality what others
promife or pretend to be; you have patterns fet you
in your own family. Your anceftors diftinguifhed
themfelves by all manner of virtues, as well as by
thofe of their profefion. Their blood runs in your

Asfedal ; K 4 veins §
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veins ; remember always what you owe to your race,
and think that you are not to take up with being an
ordinary man ; you are not like to getoff at {o cheap
a rate. 'The merit of your anceftors will enhance
your glory ;. but if you degenerate, it will be your
thame ; they ferve equally to put your -virtues and
your failings in a fuller light, i

A ~osLE birth does a man lefs honour than it
exatts of him to deferve ; and to boaft of one’s fa-
mily, s to glory in the merit of others.

You will find, my fon, all the paths that lead to
glory traced out and trod already before you; there
is not a greater treafure than a good name, and the
reputation of one’s anceftors. . They have put you
in a capacity of attaining to any thing ; ’tis not
enough to equal them, you muft go beyond them, and
arrive at the goal, I mean the honours which they
were at the point of enjoying, when they were car-
ried off by an untimely death. '

I LaMeNT continually that I never faw your
grandfather. By the chara&er I have_ heard of him,
nobody had more eminent qualities than he, or a
greater talent for war, He acquired {uch an efteem
and authority in the army, that he did more with
ten thoufand men, than others could with twenty.
He might ‘have led his troops to a certain danger,
and they would have thought themfelves going to an
infallible vi€tory. = Whatever orders he received,
there was no doubt of the execution of them where
he was intrufted. At the fiege of Graveline, the
Marefchals de Gaflion and La Meilleraye, who com-

: manded
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manded the troops, fell out, and their quarre! divided
the army. The two parties were going to attack
one anothet, when your grandfather, who was only
Major-general, full of that confidence and authority
which a zeal for the public good infpires, ordered the
troops in the king’s name to ftop. He forbade them
to' own thofe generals any longer for their leaders :
the troops obeyed him ; and the Marefchals de la.
Meilleraye and de Gaflion were forced to retire.
The king was made acquainted with this aétion, and
fpoke of it feveral times with efteem.

His fidelity to his prince diftinguifhed itfelf in the
war of Paris; he refufed the ftaff of Marefchal of
France, which Gafton Duke of Orleans offered him,
to draw him over to his party. The king being in-
formed of it, fent him a warrant to create him Knight
of the Holy Ghott ; and wrote him word, that he
would never forget the proofs he'had given of his
loyalty. :

Wz he was made Governor of Metz, the fineft
‘government and the moft fought after of any at that
time in France, Cardinal Richelieu fent him his
commiffion to La Chapelle, where he was Governor.
He was in bed when the exprefs arrived. His men
awaked him ; but inftead of being tranfported with
the news, he took the packet without opening it, put
it under his boliter, and went to {leep again,

WaiLst he was Governor of Metz, he was offer-
ed confiderable fums to give his confent for fettling
a parliament in that city ; but he would never give
it.  Governors at that time had the fame authority

- as
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as Viceroys. He refufed an hundred thoufand livres;
which the Jews offered him for leave not to wear the
yellow hat. Toucked with no paffion but for true
glory, without any tinCture of vanity, or any view of
recompence, he defpifed riches, and loved virtae
puvely for his own fake. He was fo modeft that he
never knew his own worth. He had the honour to
command the great Turenne, who had the complai-
{ance to fay, that M. **% had taught him the art of
war: Several perfons in office have faid frequently,
that it was a fhame' for France, that a man of his me-
rit was not preferred to the firft dignities of war,

'Sucu, my fon, are the patterns fet you; patterns
that reprefent to you human virtues in an eminent
‘degree. You have them all before you in your fa-
ther. I fhall fay nothing of his talents for war: it
does not become me to fpeak of them ; but the
afe the King made of them, and the various pofts of
truft that he gave him, are {fufficient proofs that he
deferved his confidence.

Tre King often faid, that he was one of his beft
officers, on whom he depended moft. This was but
part of his merit, for he had all the {focial virtues:
He knew how to reconcile ambition with modera-
tion ; He afpired to true glory without troubling
himfelf about making-his fortune : He was neglected
for a confiderable time, and met with a fort of in-
juftice. In. that unlucky feafon when your father
was under the frowns of fortune (a junéture when any-
body but he would have been tired out), with what
courage did he bear his ill-treatment! He refolved,
by failing in no part of his daty, to bring Fortune

over



ADVICE OF A MOTHER TO HER SON. 139

over to his fide, or leave her inexcufable : His no-
tion was, that true ambition confifted rather in mak-
ing one-{clf {uperior in merit than in dignity.

Trere are fome virtues that are not to be ac-
quired but in difgrace; we lcnow not what we are'till

we have been tried.  The virtues of profperity are

pleafant and eafy ; thofe of adverfity are harfh and
difficult, and require all the powers of a man to
enable him to pra&ife them. He knew how to
fuffer without defponding, for he had an infioite
number of refources in himfelf ; he thosght he was
obliged in duty to continue in his profeffion, being
convinced that the flownefs of recompences never au-
thorizes us to quit the fervice. His misforfunes
never thook his courage in the leaft 5 he knew bow
to hear them with patience and dignity, and how to
enjoy profperity without haughtinefs and pride.
The change of fortune made none at all in his mind,
and did not coft him a fingle virtue,

Wauen he was made Governor of Luxemburg, all
the province was in dread of the French dominion: he
cured the people entirely of their fears; {o that they
were {carce fenfible they had Changed mafters. He had
a light hand, and governed only by leve, and never
by authority : he made nobody fecl the diftance be-
tween him and others. His goodnefs cut fhort the
way that divided him from his inferiors ; he either
raifed them up to himfelf, or elfe ftooped down to
them. He never employed his credit but to do good.
He could not bear tofee any body unhappy whére he
commanded ; all his care was to folicit and get pen-
fions for the officers, and gratifications for the wouad-

: ed,
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ed, and fuch as had diftinguithed themfelves, He
made the fortune of abundance .of perfons.

SeLF-Love got but little by your father’s ad-
vancement, which was the good of others. This
made him the delight of all that lived under his go- -
vernment ; and when he died, if they could have
done it, they would have purchafed him again with
their blood. His good qualities firuck envy dumb,
and all the world in their hearts applauded the
King’s difpofal of his graces. In an age of general
corruption, he had the pureft morals ; he thought in
a different manner from the generality of man-
kind. : : e '

Waar faithfulnefs to his word! He always kept
it, tho’ at his own expence. What difintereftednefs
in his condu&! He never minded his advantage in
the leaft,  What allowance did he make for human
frailties ' He was always excufing the faults of others,
and confidering them barely as their misfortunes ; fo
that one would be tempted to imagine, that he
thought himfelf the only perfonin the world that was
obliged to be an honeft man. His virtues, far from
being troublefome to others, left every body at their
eafe. He had all that amiable complaifance and
good-nature which is fo ufeful in life, and fo necef-
fary for the good correfpondence and harmony of
mankind. None of his virtues were precarious, be-
caufe they were all natural. An acquired merit is
often uncertain; but your father, ftill following rea-
fon as his guide, and pra&ifing virtue without violence
to his nature, never varied at all in his condu&,

SEE,
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StE, my {on, what we have lot. Such ag extra-
ordinary degree of merit feemed to infure us a vaft
fortune : nothing was more reafonable than our
hopes in the reign of fo juft 2 Prince. - Your father,
howéver, left you nothing but his name and example.
His name obliges you to bear itwith dignity, and
his virtues challenge your imitation ; ’tis amodel by
which you may form yourfelf: I do not atk more of
you, but I will not excufe you for lefs.

You have this advantage over your anceftors, that
- they may ferve to guide you: I am not athamed to
fay, that they left you no fortune; nor would they
blufh to own it, after'employing their eftates in tire
fervice of their prince, and pafling through life with-
out any injuftice to others, or any meannefs in their
own conduct. : :

Gripart fortunes are fo feldom innocent, that I
eafily forgive your anceftors for not Jeaving you any.
I have done all I could to bring our affairs into.fome
order ; a point in which women can diftinguifh them-

felves no way but by ceconomy. I fhall do my

utmoft to difcharge every duty incumbent upon me
in my circumftances: I fhall leave you as much as is
fitting for you, if you are fo unhappy as to have no
merit ; and enough in all reafon, if you have the vir-
tues I wifh you. , "

As T defire nothing upon earth {o much as to fee
you a perfe@ly boneft man, let us fee what fort of
conduét is neceffary to give one a title to that charac-
ter, that we may know what we ought todoto deferve
i, I improve myfelf by thete refleftions; gnd may

perhaps
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perhaps be one dayi nappy enough to change my pre-
cepts into examples. -

Sur that exhorts another ought_to lead the way
herfelf.. A Perfian ambaflador afked the wife of
Leonidas, ¢ Why they paid fuch honours to the wo-
¢ men at Lacedemon 2’ ¢ "Tis (replied fh'=) becaufe
¢ they have entirely the forming of the men.” A Greek
lady fhewed her jewels to Phocion’s mother, and afked
tofee her’s: Thenoble Athenian pointed to her chil-
dren, and faid to her, ¢ Thefe are my finery and
< jewels.” I hope, my {on, to find in time a like
fubje&t of glory in you. But let us return to the
obligations which men are obliged to difcharge.

FHERE 15 a certain order in thefe obligations. A
man fhould know how to live with his fuperiors, his
equals, and his inferiors, as well as with himfelf.
With his fuperlors, he -fhould know how to pleafe
without ﬁang into meannefs, fhould thew an efteem
and friendfhip to his equals, fhonld condefcend to his
inferiors {o as not to let shem feel the weight of his
fuperiority, and mouid keep up a dignity with him.
felf.

Avv thefe obligations are ftill inferior to the ve-
neration. you owe to the Supreme Being. Religion
is g correfpondence fettled between God and man,
by the favours of God to men, and the worfhip that
men pay to God. - Souls of a fuperior genias have
noble fentiments for the Deity, and pay him a wor-
fhip peculiar to themfelves, very different from that
of the vulgar; it all comes from their heart,, and is

direfted immediately to God. Moral virtues: are

. very
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yery precarious without the chriflian to fupport
them. I donot recommend to you a piety blended
with weaknefs and fuperftition ; I only infift, that the
love of order fhould make you fubmit your under-
flanding and fentiments to God, 2nd fhould fhew it-
felf in every part of your condutt; it will infpire
juftice into you, and juftice is the bafis of .all other

virtuess

Tue generality of young men think to diftin-
guith themfelves now-a-days by affuming a libertine:
air, which degrad‘es them among men of fenfe ;. Such:
an air, inftead of arguing a {uperiority of under-
franding, fhews only the depravity of the heart..
People never attack religion, but when they have an.
intereft to attack it : Nothing makes a man happier-
than to have his underftanding convinced, and his
‘heart affe@ed with it; ’tis of excellent ufe in every '
{zafon and circumftance of life. Such as are not
lappy enough to believe as they ought, do yet find
it reafonable to fubmit to the eftablifhed religion =
They know that what is mifcalled preiudice, ‘has a

reat vogue in the world, and ought to be treated:
with refpett.

A riperTing way of thinking, and licention{-
nefs of manners, ought to be banithed under the:
prefent reign.

Tut behaviour of the Sovereign is a {fort of law
to regulate that of others; it enjoins whatever he
raétifes, and forbids what he declines doing. The
failings of princes are multiplied, and their virtues
are renewed by imitation. Though courtiers fhould!

be
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be debauched in their fentiments, there is fill a po-
litenefs reigning at, court, which ferves to throw a
veil over vice. We have the good fortune to be
‘born in an age when 1 purity of morals and a refpe&
for religion are neceffary to pleafe the Prince.

I MicuT, my fon, in the order of' your duties,
infit on what you owe to me, but I would derive it
entirely from your heart. 'Confider the condition in '
which your father left me: I had facrificed all chat
belonged to me to raife his fortune, and I loft my all
at his death. I faw myfelf left alone, deftitute of
any fupport. I had no friends but his: and I found
by experience, that few perfons are capable of being »
friends to the dead. I met with enemies in my own
family : Ihad a law-fuit upon my hands againft po-
tent-adverfaries, and my whole fortune depended
on the event. I gained it at laft without any power
of my own, and without any cringing to others. In
a word, I made the beft I could of my ill circum-
ftances ; and as foon as ever my own fortune was
mended, I fet myfelf to make your’s. Give me the
fame fhare in your friendfhip, that I fhall give you
in my little fortune.

I wire have no affeCted refpe : I would have
all your regards to me come not from conftraint, but
purely from your heart. Let them proceed entirely
from your inclinations, without being influenced by
any motive of intereft. In fhort, take care of your
own glory, and I’ll take care of every thing elfe.

You know how to condu& yourfelf with your fu-
periors : but there are flill fome inftruCtions to be

given



ADVICE OF A MOTHER TO HER SON. 1435

ow n with regard to the duty you owe your Prince.

You are of a farm]y that has facrificed their all for
him. As for the perfons on whom you depend, the
firlt merit is to pleafe.

In fubaltern employments you have no way to
fupport yourfelf but by being agreeable: Mafters
are juft like miftreffes : whatever fervices you have
done them, they ceafe to love you as foon as you
ceafe to pleafe them.

Tuere are various forts of dignity, and they re=
quire as various kinds of refpeét.

TrEeRE are real and perfonal dignities, and there
are dignities of inftitution: There 1s always a re-
fpedt due to perfons in elevated ftations, but it 1s
merely an outward refpeé : Our real refpett and
efteem is due only to merit. When fortune and
virtue have concurred to raife a man to a high poft,
there is a double empire in the cafe, which com-
mands a double fubmiffion ; but let not the glitter-
ing of grandeur dazzle and impofe upon you.

Tuere are fome mean fouls that are always
crouching and grovelling before grandeur. One
ought to feparate the man from the dlgmty, and fee
what he is when he is ftripped of it. There is ano-
ther greatnefs very different from that which power
and authority give. ’Tis ncither birth nor riches
that diftinguifh men; the only real and true {upe-
riority among them is merit.

THE character of an honeft man is a nobler title
than any that fortune can beftow. In fubaltern poits
L : one
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one is neceflarily dependent: one muft make one’s
court to the minifters, but it muft be made with
dignity, I fhall never give you any cringing leftures ;
’tis your fervices that fhould fpeak for you, and not
any unbecoming {ubmiflions.

Mex of merit, when they make their court to
minifters, do them an honour, but fcoundrels difgrace
them. Nothingis more agxeeable than to be a friend
of perfons of dignity; but what lays the foundation
of this friendfhip, 1s a defire to plea(\. them.

Let your acquaintance be with perfons that are
above you ; you will by that means get a habit of
refpe& and politenefs. People are too carelefs when
they converfe with their equals ; they grow dull, for
want of exerting their parts.

I po not know whether one may hope to find
friends at court. As for perfons of eminent digni-
ty, their poft exempts them from a great many du-
ties, and covers abundance of their failings. ’Tis
good to examine into men to know them th oxoug‘h"r
and fee them with their every day’s merit about
them. The favourites of fortune impofe upon you,
when you look upon them at a diftance ; the diftance
puts them in a point of view that is favourable to
them : Fame always enhances their merit, and flat-
tery deifies them. Examine them near, and you’ll
find them to be'but men. What a numb of ordi-
nary creatures do we find at court ! To rettify one’s
notions of greatnefs, one muft view it near ; you’ll
-ceafe immediately either to defire or fear it.

Lit.



ADVICE OF A MOTHER TO HER SON. 117 .

LeT not the failings of great men corrupt you,
but rather teach you to corredt your own. - Let the
ill ufe which they make of their eftates teach you to
defpife riches, and keep yourfelf within bounds,
Virtue {feldom has the direGion of their expences.

Amonc the infinite number of taftes invented by
Iuxury and fenfuality, why has there not been one
formed for relieving the miferable.? Does not hu-
manity itfelf make you feel the neceflity of affifting
your fellow-creatures 7  Good-natured and gene-
rous tempers are more fenfible of the obligation that
lies upon them to do good, than they are of all
the other neceffities of life. Marcus Aurelius thank-
ed the gods for his having always done good to his
friends, without making them wait for it. ’Tis the -
great fehcvy of glandcul, when others find their
fortune inour’s: I can’t (faid that prince) have any
¢ relith of a happinefs that nobody fhares in but
¢ my{elf.’

Tue moft exquifite pleafure in nature is to make
the pleafure of others; but for this end one muft
- not be too fond of the goods of fortune. Riches
never weére the parent of virtue, but virtue has often
been the caufe of riches. What ufe, too, do the
generality of great men make of the glory of their
ftation ? They put it all in exterior marks, and in
an air of pride. Their dignity fits heavy on them,
and deprefles others ; whereas true greatnefs is hu-
mane ; it is always eafy of accefs, and condefcends
even to ftoop to you : fuch as really enjoy it, are at
their eafe, and make others fo too, as well as them-
felves, 'Their advancement does not coft them any

10 virtue,
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virtue, and the noblenefs of their fentiments had
formed, and in a manner habituated them to it be-
fore-hand. Their elevated ftation feems natural to:
them, and no body is a fufferer by it.

Tirrss and dignities are not the bonds that
unite us to men, or gain them to us : Without me- '
rit and beneficence to recommend our grandeur to
them, we have but a precarious tenure of their
friendfhip ; and they will only feek to indemnify
themfelves, at our expence, for the homage which
they have been forced to pay to the poft, rather than
to the man that enjoys it, whom they will not fail to
arraign freely, and condemn in his abfence. If envy
be the motive that makes us love to leffen the good
qualities of men in great pofts, ’tis a paflion we
ought to oppofe, and render them the juftice that they
deferve. We fancy frequently that we have no
grudge but againft the men, when indeed our malig-
nity is owing to their places : Perfons in great poits
never yet enjoyed them with the good liking of the
world, which only begins to do them juftice when
they are out of place. Envy in {pite of itfelf pays
a homage to greatnefs at the fame time that it feems
to defpife it ; for to envy places is to honour them.
Let us not out of difcontent condemn agreeable fta-
tions, which have no fault but that we are not in
them ourfcives. ’Tis time now to pafs to the duties
of fociety. ’

Mk have found it neceffary as well as agreeable
to unite for the common good : They have made
laws to refirain the wicked ; they have agreed amongft
themfelves, as to the duties of fociety, and have an-

nexed
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nexed an honourable charalter to the praflice of
thofe duties. - He is the honeit man that obferves
them with the moft exa&nefs, and the inftances of
them multiply in proportion ta the degree and
nicety of aperfon’s honour.

Virrtues are linked together, and have a fort of
alliance with one-another : What conftitutes a hero
is, the union of all'the virtues, "After prefcribing
the duties neceflary for their common fecurity, men
fet themfelves to make their converfation agreeable,
and fettled certain rules of politenefs.and living to
be obferved by perfons of birthand quality.

Tuere are fome failings, againft which no pre-
cepts are to be given : There are certain vices that
are unknown to men of honour.  Probity, fidelity
in keepmg one’s word, and a love of truth, are fuB-
jeéts that I think I need not infift on, and recom-
mend to you: You know, that a man of honour
knows not what it is to tell a lie.  What ealogiums
does not the world give, and give defervedly, to lo-
vers of truth ¢ The man, fay they, that does good,
and fpeaxs truth, refembles the Deity, whofe effen-
tial properties are goodnefs and truth, We are not
indeed obliged alwa)s to {peak what we think, but
we muft always think what we fpeak. The true ufe
of fpeech is to promote truth, - When a man has
acquired a reputation for veracity, his word is taken
implicitly 5 it has all the authority of an oath, and
the world receives what he fays with a fort of religi-
ous refpelt. -

FaLsuoop in a&ions is full asinconfiftent with a
Jove of truth, as falthood in words, 'Men of honour
L3 are
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-are never falfe ; what indeed have they to difguife ?
Nor are they fond of fhewing themfelves, becaufe,
{fooner or later, true merit will make its way.

RememBER that the world will fooner pardon
you your failings, than the affeGtation of pretending
to virtues which you have not in reality. Falthood
affets to put on the air of truth, buta falfe man’s
profeflions go no further than his looks and dif-
courfes ; whereas a man of veracity’s are made good
by his actions. It has been faid a long time ago,
that hypocrify is an homage which vice pays to vir-

~tue : But the principal virtues are not of themfelves
fufficient to qualify a man to pleafe ; he muft have
likewife agreeable and engaging qualities,

WaHEN one aims at gaining a great reputatlon,
~one is always in a ftate of dependence on the opi-
nion of others. It it very difficult for a man to rife
to honours by his fervices; unlefs he has friends to fet
them forth, and a manner of behaviour proper to re-
commend them,

I Bave told you already, that in fubaltern pofts a
man can’t fupport himfelf but by a knack of pleaf-
.ing ; as foon as ever he is negleGed, he becomes
from that moment inconfiderable : There is nothing
{o d1fagreeablc as to fhew a too great fondnefs for
one’s felf, and expofe one’s vanity, {o as to make
people fee that we like ourfelves above all the world,

and that every thing cenrers in us.

A max with a great deal of wit may make him-
felf very difagreeable, when he only employs it to
find
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£nd out the failings of others, and expofe them pub-
licly. As for this fort of men, who only fhew their
wit at other people’s expence, they ought to confider
that no body’s life is fo perfedtly without a blemifh, as
to give him a right to cenfure another man’s,

Rarrery makes a part of the amufements of
converfation, but is a very nice matter to manage.
Perfons that want to traduce, and love to rally, have
a fecret malignity in their heart. The moft agreeable
rallery in nature gives offence, if it advances a ftep
too far ; fo eafy is the tranfition from the one to the
other. A falfe friend often abufes the liberty of
banter, and reflefts upon you: In all cafes of  this
nature the perfon that you attack has the fole right
of judging whether you are in jeft or no ; the mo-
ment that he takes offence, it ceafes to be railery ;
’tis a downright affront,

Ravsery fhould never be ufed but with regard
to failings of fo lictle confequence, that the perfon.
concerned may be merry ‘on the fubjed himfelf.
Nice rallery is a decent mixture of praife and re-
proach ; it touches flightly upon little failings, only
to dwell the more upon great qualities. Monficur
de 1a Rochefoucault fays, that ¢ the man who ditho-
< nours another, does lefs mifchief than he that ridi=
¢ cules him > I fhould be of his opinion for this rea-
fon, that it is not in any body’s power to dithonour
another : ’tis not “the difcourfe or reflections of
others, ’tis only our own conduct that can difhonour
us : The caufes of dithonour are known and certain,
but ridicule is entirely arbitrary : It depends on the
manner how objetts appear to us, and on our manner

Lq. Of
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of thinking and taking them. There are fome peo-
ple that may befaid to wear always {pé@acles of ri-
dicule, and fee every thing through them ; ’tis not
fo much the fault of objeés, as the fault of perfons
that view them in fuch a light : This is fo true, that
{uch perfons as appear ridiculous in certain compa-
nies, would be admired in others where there are
men of fenfe and merit.

A Man’s humour too conttibutes much to the
making him agreeable, or otherwife ; dark and four
humours, that have a fpice of malevolence in them,
are vaftly difagreeable.

Humour is the difpofition with which the foul
receives the impreflion of objed@s; good natured
tempers take nothing ill ; their indulgence is-of be-
nefit to others, and fupplies them with what they
want in themfelves. '

THE generality of mankind imagine, that it is to
1o purpofe to attempt to correé their humour ; they
fay ¢ I was born fo,” and fancy this excufe is enough
to juftify their not taking any pains about it. Such
tempers muft infallibly difpleafe ; men owe you no-
thing, any farther than you are agreeable to them.
The way to be fo, is to forget one’s felf, to put others
upon {ubjets that they like, to make them pleafed
with themfelves, to fet them out with advantage, and
allow them the good qualities which others difpute
their having. - They believe you give them what
the world does not allow them : Their merit feems
in fome fort to be of your creation, whilt you exalt

‘ ' them
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them in the opinion of others: But this is never to
be puthed fo far as to commence flattery.

Noruinc pleafes fo much as fenfible and tender
perfons trying to make a friendfhip with others. -

Taxe care to carry yourfelf in fuch a manner,
that your behaviour may at once make a tender of
your own friendfhip, and invite the friendfhip of
others. ~ You can never be an amiable man, without
knowing how to be a friend, without 2 tafle and
knowledge of friendfhip. ~ Tis this correéts the
vices of fociety ; it foftens the roughnefs of people’s
natures ; it brings down their vanity, and makes
them know themfelves. ~All the obligations of ho-
nour are included in ‘the obligations of perfe&
friendfhip. ;

“In the hurry and buftle of the world, take care,
my fon, to have a fure friend to whifper truth to
your foul : Be always ready to hear the advice of
your friends. The owning of fzults is no hard mat-
ter for perfons that find a fund within themfelves to
mend them : Think that you have never done
enough, when you find that you can fiill do better.
No body takes a reproof fo kindly as he that de-
‘ferves moft to be commended. If you are happy
enough to find a true friend, ;you have found a trea-
fure ; his reputation will fecure your own : He will
anfwer for you to yourfelf ; he will alleviate all your
troubles, and multiply all your pleafures. But if
you would deferve a friend, you mult know how to
be one.

ALL
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© ALy the world is- complaining of the want of.
friends, and yet fcarce any body gives himfelf the
troubie of bringing the neceflary difpofitions to gain
and preferve them. Young men have their compa-
nions, but they very rarely have any friends: Plea-
fures are what unite them, but pleafures are not ties
worthy of friendfhip. I do not pretend to make a
differtation on this fubjeét ; I only touch {lightly.on
fome duties of civil life : I refer you to your own
heart, which will put you upon defiring a friend,
and make you feel the neceflity -of having one. I
depend upon the nicenefs of your {fentiments to in-
ftru& you in the duties of friendthip.

Ir you would be perfe&tly an honeft man, you
suft think of keeping your felf-love within bounds,
and placmg it on a good obje&t. - Honeﬂ:y confifts
in waving one’s own rlohm and paying a regard to
thofe of others If you fet up to be happy alone,
you will never be fo; all the world will difpute
your happinefs with you : but if you are for mak-
ing the world happy, as well as yourfelf, every body
will affit you. All vices whatever flatter {elf-love,
and all the virtues agree to atrack it ; valour expofes
it ; modefty lowers it ; generofity throws it away ;
moderation mortifies it ; and zeal for the public
facrifices it to t‘\e good of {ociety.

SELF-LOVE i5 a prefr’"riqv of one’s {elf to others,
as honefty 1s the prerexrmrr of others to one’s felf.
‘There are two kinds of felf-love ; the one natural,
lawful, and regulated by juftice and reafon; the
other vicious and corrupt. Our firft objeét 1s cer-
tainly ourfelves ; ’tis only refleftion that calls us

back
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back to juftice. We don’t know how to love our-
felves ; we either carry our felf-love too high, or ex-
ercife it improperly. To love one’s felf as one
ought, is to love vircue 3 to love vice, is to ftrike in
with a blind and miftaken love.

W e have fometimes feen perfons advance them=
felves by ill ways 5 but if vice is preferred, it is not
for any length of time; corrupt perfons ruin them-
felves by the very means, and with the {ame princi-
ples, that raifed them. If you would be happy with
fecurity, you muft be fo with innocence. There is
no power fure and lafting but that of virtue.

Tuere are fome amiable tempers that have a fine
and natural congruity with virtue : Thofe to whom
nature has not been fo bountiful, muft be watchful
over their condué, and know their true intereft, to
be able to corret an evil difpofition. Thus the un-
derftanding reétifies the heart.

Tur love of efteem is the life and foul of fo-
ciety ; it unites us to one another : I want your ap=-
probation, you ftand in need of mine. By forfaking
the converfe of men, we forfake the virtues necei-
fary for fociety ; for when one is alone, one is apt
to grow negligent 5 the world forces you to have a
guard over yourfelf. G,

PoriTeNEss is the moft neceffary quality for con-
verfation ; ’tis the art of employing the exterior
marks of breeding, which after all gives us no affu~
rance of a man’s inward qualities. Polit:nefs is an
imitation of honefty, and fhews a man in his out-

fids,
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fide, fuch as he ought to be within ; it diféovers it-
felf in every thing, in his aif, in his difcourfe, and
in his actions. '

THrRE Is a politenefs of underftanding, and a
politenefs of manners : That of the underftanding
confifts in faying curious and ingenious things ; that
of manners, in faying things of a flattering nature,
and an agreeable turn.

I o not confine politenefs to that intercourfe of
civilities and compliments, which is fettled by com-
mon ule; they are made without meaning, and re-
ceived without any fenfe of obligation : People are
apt to over-do the matter in this fort of intercourfe,
and abate of it upon experience, ‘

Poriteness is a defire to pleafe the perfons
with whom we are obliged to live; and to beliave
ourfelves in fuch a manner, that 2all the world may
be fatisfied with us ; our {uperiorsl with our refpe&ts ;
our equals with our-efteem ; and our inferiors with
our kindnefs and condefcenfion. In a word, it con-
fifts in a care to pleafe, and fay what is proper to
every body. It fets out their good qualities ; it
makes them fenfible that you acknowledge their {upe-
riority 5 when you know how to exalt them, thke
will fet you out in their turn ; they will give you the
fame preference to others, which you are pleafed to

give them to yourfelf ; their felf-love obliges them
to do o,

. THE way to pleafe is not to difplay your fuperio-
rity 5 ’tis to conceal it from being perceived. There
is
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is a great deal of judgment in being polite ; but the
world will excufe you at an eafier rate.

Tue generality of people require only certain,
manners that pleafe : if you have them not, you muit
malke up the defe&t with the number of your good
qualities. There muft be a great deal of merit to
get over a clownifh awkward behaviour, Never let
the world fee that you are fond of your own perfon:
A polite man never finds time to talic of himfelf,

Vou know what fort of politenefs is neceflary to
be obferved to the women. At prefent it looks as if
the young men had made a vow not to praftifeis; ’tis
a fign of a carelefs education. ;

NoruinG ismore thameful than a voluntary rude-
nefs ; but let them do their worft, they can never
rob the women of the glory of having formed the
fineft gentlemen of the laft age. ’T1is to them thag
they owed all the complaifance of behaviour, the de~
licacy of inclinations, and the fine gallantry of wit
and manners which were then remarkable.

' At prefent, indeed, exterior gallantry feems to be
banithed ; the manners of the world are different,
and every body has loft fomething by the change;
the women the defire of pleafing, vhich was the
fource of their charms ; and the men. the complat-
fance and fine politenefs, whick is oniy to be acquired
in their converfation. The generality of men fancy
that they owe them neither probity nor fidelity : it
Tooks as if they had alicence to betray them, without
affe@ing their honour. Whoever would think fit to
examine into the motives of fuch a condué, would

find
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find them very fcandalous. They are faithful to one
another, becaufe they are afraid, and know they fhall
be called to an account ; but they are falfe to the
women without fear of fuffering, and without re-
morfe. . This thews their probity to be only forced,
to be rather the effet of fear than the love of juftice;
and accordingly, if we examine clofe into fuch as
make a trade of gallantry, we fhall find them fre=
quently to be men of no honour; they contra& ill
Labits ; their manners are corrupted ; they grow in-
«different to truth, and indulge themfelves in their
habitual neglet of their word and oaths. What a
trade is this! where the leaft 11l thing that you do,
is to feduce the women from their duty, to dithonour
fome, to make others defperate, where a fure calamity
1s oftentimes all the recompence of a fincere and con-
ftant affe@ion. |

TrE men have no reafon to find fo much fault
with the women; for it is by them that they lofe
their irnocence. If we except fome women that
feem deftined to vice from their cradle, the reft
would live in a regular pratice of their duty, if the
men did not take pains to turn them from it: but,
in fhort, ’tis their bufinefs to be on their guard againft
them. You know that it is never aowable to ditho-
nour them ; if they have had the weaknefs to truft you
with their honour, ’tis a confidence that you ought not
to abufe. You owe it to them, if you have reafon to be
fatisfied with them ; you oweit to yourfelf, if you have
reafon to'complain of them. You know, too, that by
the laws of horour youmuft fightwith equal weapons
you ought not therefore to expofe a woman todifhonour
for her amour, fince fhe can never expofe you for yours,

I MusT,
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I musT, however, caution you againft incurring
their hatred ; itis violent and implacable : There are
fome offences which they never pardon, and people
run a greater rifk than they imagine, in wounding
their honour ; the lefs their refentment breaks out,
the more terrible is it ; by being held in, it grows
the fiercer., Have no quarrel with a fex that knows
fo well how to refent ard revenge themfelves; and
the rather, becanfe the women make the reputation
of the men, as the men mzke that of the women.

*T'rs a happy talent, but very rarely to be met with,
to know how to manage the point of praife, to give
it' agreeably. and with juoftice. The morofe man
does not know how to praife ; his judgment is fpoil-
ed by his temper. The flatterer, by praifing too.
much, ruins his own credit, and does honour'to no-
body. The vain man deals out his praifes only to
receive others in return ; he fhews too plainly that
he praifes merely out of affectation, Shallow under-
ftandings efleem every thing, becaufe they know not
the value of things: they cannot make either their
efteem or contempt pafs in the world. The envious
wretch praifes nobedy, for fear of putting others on
a level with himfelf. An honelt man praifes in the
right place ; he feels more pleafure in doing juftice,
than in raifing his own repuatation by leflening that
of others. Perfons that refle¢, and are nice upen
this article, are very fenfible of all thefe differences.
1f you would have your praifes of any bedy be of .
{ervice to you, always praife out of the regard you have
for others, and not out of any regard to yourfelf.

One fhould know how to live with one’s compe-
titors ; there is nothing ‘more common than to wifh
to
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to raife one’s felf above them, or to try to ruin them:
- But there is a much nobler conduét ;3 ’tis never to
attack them, and always firive to exceed them in me-
rit; ’tis a handfome aftion to yield them the place
which you think is due tothem.

Anx honeft man chufes rather to negle& his own
fortune, than to fail in a point of juftice. - Difpute
about glory with yourfelf, and ftrive to acquire new
virtues, and to improve the merit of thofe which you
~have already. ‘

OnEe muft be very cautious in the article of re-
venge ; it is often of ufe to'make one’s felf feared ;
but it is almoft always dangerous to revenge one’s
felf. There is not a greater weaknefs than to do all
the mifchief that we can. The beft manner of re-
venging an injury, is not to imitate the perfon that
did it. ’Tis a fight worthy of honeft-men to oppofe
patience to paflion, and moderation to juftice. An
extravagant hatred puts you beneath the perfons, that
vou hate. Do notjuftify yourenemies; do nothing
that can excufe them ; they do us lefs mifchief than
ourown faults, Little fouls are cruel, butclemeacy
~is the virtue of great men. Cefar {aid, that ° the
< moft agreeable fruit of his vittories, was the having
< it in his power to give people their lives who had
< attempted his own.” There is nothing more glo-
rious and exquifite than this kind of revenge; ’tis
the only one that men of honour allow themfelves to
take.  As foon as your enemy repents and makes
his f{ubmifiion, you lofe all manner of right to re-
venge.

T e generality of mankind bring nothing into the
intercourfe of life but their weakzel, which ferves
for
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for fociety. Honeft men form an intimacy by thcirﬁ";
virtaes, the ordinary fort of men by their pleafures
and villains by their crimes.

2

Goop-rELLowsH 1P and gaming have their excefs
and their dangers :- Love has others peculiar to itfelf;
there is no playing always with beauty ; it fometimes
commands imperiouflly. There is nothing more
fhamefulin aman than exceffive drinking,and drown-
ing his reafon, which ought to be the guide of his
life. To give up one’s felf to volaptuoufnefs is to
degrade one’s nature, ‘The fureft way to avoid it is
not to grow familiar with it: one would think the
voluptuous man’s foul was a charge to him.

As for gaming, ’tis the defirullion of all decorum.

~ The prince forgets his dignity at it, and the woman
her modefty. Deep play carries with it all the fo-
cial vices. They rendezvous at certain hours to hate
and ruin one another; ’tis a great trial of probity ;
and féew people have preferved theirs unfpotted in a .
courfe of gaming,

Tre moft neceflary difpofition to relith pleafures
15, to know how to be without them. Senfual pleafure
is out of the way of reafonable perfons. Let your
pleafures be ever {o great, remember fill to expeét
fome melancholy affair to difturb them, or fome vex-
atious one to end them.

Wispom -makes ufe of the love of glory to guard
againft the meannefs. into which fenfuality hurries a
man. But one muft fet to work betimes to keep one’s
 {elf free from paflions ; they may in the beginiing be
55 under



16; ADVICE OF A MOTHER TO HER SON.

“under command, but they domineer at laft : They
"Hare more eafy to be overcome than fatisfied.

Kszep yourfelf from envy, ’tis the loweft and moft
fhamefu] paflion in the world ; itis always difowned.
Eavy 1s the fhadow of glory, as glory is the fhadow
of virtee.. The greateft fign that a man is born
with great qualities 1s to {ay, that he has no eavy
in his nature.

A max of quality can never be amiable without
liberality. The covetous man cannot fail of being
difagreeable. 'He has within him an obftacle to all
virtues : he has neither juftice nor humanity, When
once a man gives up himfelf to avarice, he renounces
glory : it is faid, there have been illuftrious villains,
but that there never were any illufirious mifers.

THoucH liberality is a gift of nature, yet if we
had a difpofition to the contrary vice, we might by
good fenfe and refleflion correct it.

THE covetous man enjoys nothing. Money has
been faid to be a good fervant, though an ill mafter ;
but it 1s good on account of the ufe we can make of
1t.

THE covetous wretch is more tormented than the
poéor man. The love of riches is the root of all
vices, as difintereftednefs is the firft principle of all
virtues,

Rricies muft be immenfe, in order to be entitled
to the firlt place among the goods of life: they are
indeed the firlt obje@ of the defires of the orreateﬁ

part
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part of mankind ; yet virtue, glory, and a great re-
putation, are vaftly preferable to all the gifts of
fortune..

Tue moft fenfible pleafure of honeft men is to do
good, and relieve the miferable. What a wide dif-
ference is there between having a little more money,
or lofing it for one’s diverfion, and the parting with
it in exchange for the reputation of goodnefs and
generofity ! *Tis a facrifice that you make to your
glory. Deny yourfelf fomething to lay up a fund for
your liberality ; ’tis an excellent point of ccconomy,
which naturally tends to advance you, and gain you

' a good charater. \

A crEaT reputation is a great treafure. We muft
not imagine thata great fortune is neceffary to enable
one to do good ; all the world can do it in their {e-
veral ftations, with a little attention to themfelves,
and others ; fix this inclination in your heart, and
you’ll find wherewith to gratify it : occafions enough
offer themfelves before you, and there are but tco
many unhappy perfons that {olicit you.

LiserariTy diftinguifhes itfelf in the manner of
giving. 'The liberal man doubles the merit of a
prefent by the good will with which he makes it :
the covetous wretch {poils it by his regret at parting
with it. Liberality never ruined any body. Families
are not raifed by avarice, but they are fupported by
juftice, moderation, and ir(ltegrity. Liberality is one
of the duties of a noble birth, When you do good,
you only pay a debt; but ftill prudence 1s to govern
you in {uch cafes ; the principles of profufenefs are not
fhameful, but the confequences of it are dangerous.

M 2 THERE
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TuerE ate few men know how to live with their
inferiors, 'The great opinion that we entertain of
ourfelves, makes us look upon all below us as a dif-
tinét fpecies ; but how contrary are fuch fentiments
to humanity ! If you would raife yourfelf a great
name, you muft be affable and eafy of accefs; your
military profeflion gives you no difpenfation in this
point. Germanicus was adored by his foldiers. To
learn what they thought of kim, he walked one even=
ing through his camp, and overheard what they faid
at their little meals, where they take upon them to
pafs their judgment on their general ; < he went ({ays
¢ Tacitus) to enjoy his reputation and glory.’

You muft command by example, rather than au-
thority : Admiration forces men to imitation, much
fooner than command: To live at your eafe, and
treat your foldiers harfhly, is to be their tyrant, and
not their general,

Coxsiper with what view authority was firft in-
ftituted, and in what manner it thould be exercifed :
’tis virtue, and the natural refpe@® which the world
pays to it, that made men confent to obedience.
You are an ufurper of authority, if you do not poffefs
it upon that footing. In‘an empire where reafon fhall
governy all the world fhould be on a level, and no
diftinttion be paid but to virtue,

Humanity itfelf {uffers by the vaft difference
that fortane has put between one man and another..
*T1s not any dignity, or’haughtinefs, but your merit,
that fiould diftinguith you from the valgar. Con=
fider the advantancs of a noble birth, and high fta-

tion, only as goods which fortune lends you, and not
as
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as diftin@ions annexed to your perfon, and that make
a part of yourfelf. If your quality raifes you above
the ordinary world, think how much you have in
common with other men by your weaknefles, which
confound you with them : let juftice, then, ftop the
motions of your pride, which would diftinguifh you
from them.

Kn~ow that the firft laws which you ought to obey,
are thofe of humanity: Remember that you are a
.man, and that you command over men. When the
fon of Marcus Aurelius loft his preceptor, the cour-
tiers found fault with him for weeping on that occa-
fion. Marcus Aurelius faid to them: ¢ Aliow my
~ ¢ fon to be a man, before he comes to be an em-
« peror.’

~ ForgEeT always what you are, when humanity re-
quires it of you ; but never fmget it when true glory
alls upon you to remember it. In fine, if you have
any auathority, ufe it only for the happinéfs of others.
Admit them near you, if you are great yourfelf, in-
ftead of keeping them at a diftance : never make
them feel their inferiority ; and live with them, as
you would have your fuperiors live with you.

Tue greateft part of mankind do not know how
to live with them{elves : all their care is rather how
" to get rid of themfelves, and they fpend their time in
feeling for happinefs in exterior objeéts, You thould,
if it be poffible, fix your felicity within yourfelf, and
find ih your own breaft an equivalent for the advan-
tages which fortune denies you; you will be more
eafy as to them; but it muft be a principle of reafon
that brings you thus to yourfelf, and not an averfion
for mankind, :
M 3 You
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You love {olitude ; they reproach you with being
too private ; I do not find fault with your tafte, but
youmuft not let thefocial virtues {uffer from it. Retire
intoyourfelf, fays Marcus Aurelius ; practife often
this retreat of the foul, you will improve yourfelf by
it.. Have fome maxim to call up your reafon, and
fortify your principles upon occafion. Your retire-
ment makes you acquainted with good authors: ju-
dicious men do not crcud their minds indifferently
with all forts of learning;, but choofe their {ubjett.

T axE care that your. ftudies influence your man-
ners, and that all the profit of your reading be turned
to virtue. Try to find out the firft principles of things,
and do not fubje& yourfelf fervilely to the opinions of
the vulgar.

Your ordinary reading fhould be hiftory, but al-
ways ufe refleQion with it. . If you only think of fill-
ing your memory with faés, and polifhing your
mind with the thoughts and opinions of the ancients, |
you will only lay up a magazine of other people’s no- *
tions: one quarter of an hour’s refleCtion improves
and forms the mind more than a great deal of read-
ing. A wantof learning is not {fo much to be dread-
ed, as error and falfe judgments. '

RerrEcTiON is the guide that leads to truth :
confider fals only as authorities to {upport reafen,
or as {ubjeéts to exercife it.

Hisrory will inftruét you in your bufinefs ; but
after you have drawn from it all the advantage proper
for your profeflion, there is a moral ufe to be made of
it, which is of much greater confequence to you.

THE
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Tue firlt {cience of man is human nature. Leave
politics to miniiters, and what belongs to grandeur to
princes ; but do you find out the man in the prince
obferve him in the courfe of common life ; fee how
low he finks, when he gives him{elf up to his paffions.
An irregular conduét is always followed with difmal
confequences. ' '

To ftudy hiftory is, to ftudy the paflions and opi-
nions of men ; ’tis to examine them thoroughly ; us
to pull the mafk of their a&ions, which appeared
great whilft they were veiled, and confecrated as it
were by fuccefs, but often become contemptible when
the motive of them is known. Thereis nothing more
ambiguous than the a&ions of men. We mult trace
them up to their principles, if we would know thém
rightly. *Tis neceflary to be fure of the {pirit of our
aitions, before we glory in them.

We do litdle good, and a great deal of ill; and
have the knack, too, of fpoiling and depraving the:
little good that we do. 2

Ser Princes in hiftory, and elfewhere, as o many
Aéors on the ftage ; they no way concern you, but
by the qualities which we have in common with them,
This is {o true, that fuch hiftorians as have fet them-
{elves to defcribe them rather as men than kings, and
thew them to us in their private life, give us the
moft pleafure: we find ourfelves out in them : we
Jove to fee our own weaknefles in great men. This
confoles us in fome meafure for our own lownefs, and
raifes us in fome fort to their elevation, In thort,
confider a hiftory as a regifter of times, and a piture
of manners : you may difcover yourfelf there, withi-
out any offence to your vanity,

M 4 ] sHALL
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I suary exhort you, my fon, rather to take pains
with your heart, than to improve your underftanding ;
that ought to be the great ftudy of your life. The
troe greatnefs of man lies in the heart; it muft be
elevated by afpiring to great things, and by daring
to think ourfelves worthy of them. *Tis as becom-
ing to encourage a little vanity within one’s felf, as
itis ridiculous to thew it to others.

Taxe care tohave thoughts and fentiments worthy
of you. Virtue raifes the dignity of man, and vice
degrades him. If one was unhappy enough to want
an honeft heart, one ought for one’s own intereft to
corre@ it : nothing makes a man truly valuable but
his heart, and nothing but that can make him happy;
fince our happinefs depends only on the nature of our
inclinations, If they are fuch as lead you to trifling
pafiions, you will be the fport of their vain attach-
ments : they offer you ¢ flowers; but always (as
¢ Montaigne fays) miftruft the treachery of your
€ pleafures,’

WEe muft not indulge ourfelves long in things that
pleafe us ; the moment that we give ourfelves up to
them, we lay the foundation of our forrows. The
generality of mankind employ the firft part of their
life in making the reft of it miferable. You muft not
abandon reafon in your pleafures, if you would find it
againin your troubles.

Ix fhort, keep a fri& guard over your heart, it is
the fource of innocence and happinefs. ,Youwill not
pay too dear for the freedom of your mind and heart,
though you purchafe it by the facrifice of your plea-
fures, as was the faying of an ingenious man. Never

‘ ex-
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exped, then, to reconcile fenfuality with glory, or
the charm of voluptuoufnefs with the recompence of
virtue. However, when you bid adieu to pleafures,
you will find in other things fatisfattion enough to
make you amends. There are various forts of it :
Glory and truth have their pleafures ; they are the
delights of the foul and heart. i

Learn likewife to reverence and ftand in awe of
yourfelf, The foundation of happinefs islaid in the
peace of the mind, and fecret teftimony of the con-
fcience. By the word confcience, I mean the inward
fenfe of anice honour, which affures you that you have .
nothing to reproach yourfelf with. Again, how happy
isit to know how tolive with one’s felf, to renew your
acquaintance there with pleafure, and quit yourfelf
for a time with regret! The world then indeed is
lefs neceffary to you ; but take care it does not make
you out of humour with it : One muft not entertain
an averfion for men ; they will defert you when you
defert them: Youhave ftill occafion for them, you are
ot either of an age or profeflion to do withoutthem ;
but when one knows how to live with one’s felf as
well as with the world, they are two pleafures that
fupport one another.

A passton for glory may contribute greatly to
your advancement aad happinefs : but it may like-
wife make you unhappy and defpicable, if you know
not how to govern it : ’tis the moft aétive and lafting
of all our inclinations. The love of glory is the laft
pafiion that quits us; but we muft not confound it
with vanity. Vanity aims at the approbation of
other people ; true glory, at the fecret teftimony of
the confcience. Endeavour to gratify the paflion
that you have for glory ; make {ure of this inward

I tefli-
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teftimony ; your tribunal is feated in yeur own
breaft, why then fhould you feck it elfewhere } ‘You
can always be a judge of your own worth. Let men
difpute your good qualities, if they pleafe ; as they
do not know you, you can eafily confole yourfelf. It
1s not of fo much confequence to be thought an honeft
man, as tobe one. Such as do not mind the appro-
bation of other people, but only aim at deferving it,
take the fureit way to obtain both. What affimity
is there between the greatnefs of man, and the little-
nefs of the things which make the fupject of his glo-
rying ? There is nothing fo ill fuited as his dignity,
and the vanity that he derives from an infinite num-
ber of trifling things: a glory fo ill grounded fliews
a great want of merit. Perfons that are truly great
arc not fubject to the infatuations of valn-glory,

OrEe muft, if it be poflible, my fon, be content
with one’s condition in the world : there is nothing
more rare and valuable, than to find perfons that are
fatisfied with it. ’T'is our own fault. There is no
condition of life fo bad, but it has one "good fide.
Every fituation has its point of view; we fhould
place 1t in that favourable light, and fhall find that
it is not the fault of our fituations, but purely our
own. We have much more reafon to complain of
our own temper, than of fortune., We lay all the
blaime upon events, when all the fault lies upon our
own difcontent ; theevilis within us, let us not feek
for it any where elfe, By qualifying our temper, we
often change our fortune. It is much eafier for us to
adjuft ourfelves to things, than to adjuft things to
ourfelves. A great application to find out a remedy
frequently irritates the difeafe, and the imaginaticn
confpires with the pain to increafe and fortify it. . A

dwelling
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dwelling upon misfortunes renews them, by making

' them prefent to the mind. = An ufelefs firuggling to
get out of our circumitances, makes us {lower 1n con-
tradting an acquaintance with them, which would
make them fit eafy on us. One muft zlways give
way to misfortunes ; have recourfe to paticnce : tis
the only way to alleviate them.

Ir you would do yourfelf juftice, you will becon-
tent with your ficuation. I dare fay, that after the
lofs we have {uffered, if you ha had another mother,
you would be fill fuller of complaints. Reflett on
the advantages of your condition, and you will be lefs
{enfible of the difficulties of it. A w:fe man in the
fame circumftances with others, has more advantages,
and feels fewer inconveniences, than they.

You may depend upon it, that there is no condi-
tion but has its troubles ; ’iis the fituation of human
life ; there is nothing pure and unblended in it.
*T'is to pretend to exempt one’s felf from the com-
mon law of our nature, tO expe&t a conftant happi-
nefs. ‘The very perfons that you think the happieft,
would hardly appear fo to you, if you knew the exact
fituation of their fortune, o1 their heart. 'Thofe that
are raifed the higheft are frequently the moft un-
happy. With great employments, and vulgar -
maxims, one 1s always reftlefs and uneafy: ’tis not
places, but reafon that removes anxiety from the
mind. If you are wife, fortune can neither increafe
nor diminifth your happinefs.

Jupce by yourfelf, and not by the opinions of
others. Misfortunes and diforders arife from falfe
judgments ; falfe judgments from our paffions, and paf{-

| fions
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fions from our converfation with mankind - you always
come from them more perfe& than you were before,
To weaken the impreffion that they make upon you,
and to moderate your defires and inquietudes, confider
that time is continually running away with your
pains as well as your pleafures ; that every moment,
young as you are, carries off a part of yourfelf; that
all things are perpetually finking inte the abyfs of
paft time, thence never to return again,

* Ay that you fee greateft on earth meets with the
very fame treatment as yourfelf. The honours, the
digunities, the precedences fettled among men, are
mere fhews and ceremonies, without any reality ;
“do not imagine that they are qualities infeparable
from their being, Thus ought you to confider fuch
as are above you ; but takein your view likewife an
infinite number of miferable wretches that are below
you : the difference between you and them is owing
only to chance ; but pride and the great opinion we
have of ourfelves make us think that the good con-
dition we are inis no more than our due, and confider
every thing that we do not enjoy as a robbery of
what fhould belong to us : you cannot but fee plain-
1y that nothing is more unreafonable than fuch an
_imagination, Enjoy, my fon, the advantages of your
circumitances ; but fuffer patiently the inconveni-
ences that attend them. Confider, that wherever
there are men, there are unhappy creatures. Enlarge
your mind, if poflible, {o far as to forefee and know
all the accidents that can befall you. In a word, re-
member that a man’s happinefs depends on his man-
ners and conduét ; -but the higheft felicity is to feek
forit in the paths of innocence, and there oné never
fails to find it,

MAXIMS,
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DUKE DELAROCHEFOUCAULT,.

€¢ Read in the morning fome of LaRochefoucault’s Max’ims';"
“¢ confider them, examine them well, and compare them
¢ with the real Charaéters you meet in the evening *.
¢ Till you come to know mankind by your own expe=
¢¢ rience, I know no thing, nor no man, that can, in the
¢¢ mean time, bring you fo wellacquainted withthem as Le
¢ Ducde laRochefoucault. His little Bock of Maxims,
¢ which would advife you to look into, for fome momehts
¢ at leaft, every day of your life, is, ] fear, too like and'too
¢ exat a picture of Human Nature, I own, it feems to
, ¢ degrade it; but yer my experience does not convince
¢¢ me that it degrades it unjuttly +. '

\VHE defire of appearing to be perfdns of ability
often prevents our being {o.

No accidents are'fo unlucky, but that the prudent
may draw fome advantage from them : nor are there

¥ See Chefterficld’s Letters, Letter 225, + Letter273.

any
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any fo lucky, but what the 1mprudent may turn to
their prejudice. -

Grear a&ions, the luftre of which dazzlesus, are
reprefented by politicians as the effe@t of deep defign ;
whereas they are commonly the effets of caprice
and paflion. Thus the war between Auguftus and
Antony, fuppofed to be owing to théir ambition to '
give a Mafter to the world, arofe probably from
jealoufy.

THarrE is nothing of which we are fo liberal as
1 P
of ‘advice.

WE may give advice; but we cannot give condu&.

Wz are never made fo ridiculous by the qualities
we have, as by thofe we affeét to have.

WE had better appear to be what we are, than af-
fet to appear what we are not.

We judge {o fuperficially of things, that common
words and aétions, {poke and done in an agreeable
manner, with fome knowledge of what pafles in the
world, often {ucceed beyond the greateft ability,

TuE ambitious deceive themfelves in propofing an
end to their/ambition ; for that end, when attained,
becomes a means.

WHEN great men f{uffer themfelves to be fubdued
by the Ienﬂth of their misfortunes, they difcover that
the ﬁrength of their ambition, not of their under-
ftanding, was that which {upported them. They dif-

cover,
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b
cover, too, that, allowing for a little vanity, heroes

are juft like other men.

Wz pafs often from love to ambition; but we
feldom return from ambition to love. '

Trose who apply themfelves too much' to little
things, commonly become incapable of great ones.

Fezw things are impra&icable in themfclves ; and
it is for want of application, rather than of means,
hat men fail of {uccefs.

Avarice is more oppofite to ceconomy  than
liberality.

ExrtrEME avarice almoft always makes miftakes,
There is no paffion that oftener mifles its aim, nor on
which the prefent has fo much influence in prejudice
of the future, :

Avaricr often produces contrary efiedts. There
arc many people who {acrifice their whole fortunes to
dubions and diftant expectations; there are others who
contemn great future for little prefent advantages.

W like better to fee thofe on whom we confer
benefits, than thofe from whom we receive them.,

CiviLrTy is a defire to receive civility, and to be
accounted’ well-bred.

TuaT condu often feems ridiculous, the fecret
reafons of which are wife and folid.

A MAN
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- A MaN often imagines he a&s, when he is afted
upon ; and while his mind aims at one thing, his
heart infenfibly gravitates towards another.

In converfation confidence has a greater fhare
than wit, : '

In love there are two forts of conftanmcy : one
arifes from our continually finding in the favourite
objeét freth motives to love; the other, from our
making it a point of honour to be conftant,

“Nowne but the contemptible are apprehenfive of
gotitempt, B

OnE reafon why we meet with {o few people who
are reafonable and agreeable in converfation is, that
there 1s fcarce any body who does not think more of
what he has to {ay, than of anfwvering what is faid to
him. Even thofe who have the moft addrefs and po-
litenefs, think they do enough if they only fzem to be
attentive ; at the fame time their eyes and their
minds betray a diftraction as to what is addrefled to
them, and an impatience to return to what they
themfelves were faying : not refleCting, that to be
thus ftudious of pleafing themfelves, is but a poor
way of pleafing or convincing others; and that to
hear patiently, and anfwer precifely, are the great
perfeftions of converfation. :

WE eafily forget crimes that are-known only to
ourfelves. '

Tue greateft of all cunning is, to feem blind to
the {nares laid for ws; men are never fo eafily de-
: ceived
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ceived as while they are endeavouring to deceive
others.

Cunn~inc and treachery proceed from want of
capacity.

Tae fure way to be cheated is, to fancy ourfelves
more cunning than others.

Few people are well acquainted with Death, It
is generally fubmitted to through ftupidity and cui-
tom, not refolution : moft men die, merely becaufe
they cannot help it.

Deatuand the Sun are not to be looked at fteadily.

It is as eafy to deceive ourfelves without ozr per-
ceiving it, as it is difficult to deceive others without
their percerving it.

Decency is the leaft of all laws, but the moft
firictly obferved.

It is much eafier to fupprefs a firft defire, than to
fatisfy thofe that follow.

Berore we paflionately with for any thing, we
fhould examine into the happinefs of its poffeflor.

WerE we perfe€tly acquainted with the objeét, we
fhould rever paflionately defire it ;

WerE we to take as much pains to de what we-
ought, as we do to difguife what we are, we might
appear like ourfelves, without being at the trouble of
any difguife at all.

N Ws
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Wk are {o ufed to difguife ourfelves to others,
that at laft we become difguifed even to ourfelves.

A mAN who finds not {atisfaion in himfelf, feeks.
for it in vain elfewhere.

Envy 1s more irreconcileable than hatred,

Enyy is defiroyed by true friendfhip, and co-
queiry by true love.

A creaT genius will fincetely acknowledge his
defe@s as well as his perfeflions: it is a weaknefs,
not to own the ill as well as the good that is in us.

Hap we no faults curfelves, we fhould take Iefs
pleafure in obferving thofe of others. )

FrarTery is a{ort of bad money, to which our
vanity gives currency.

Wz fhould manage our fortune like our conflitu-
tion ; enjoy it when good, have p'wcnf‘e when bad,

* and never apply violent remedies but in cafes of
neceflity.

It is more difhonourable to diftruft a friend, than
to be deceived by him.

We always love thofe who admire #s; but we do
not always love thofe whom qve admire.

RARE astrue fove is, itis lefs fothan true friend(hip.

Tae greateft effort of friendfhip is, not the difco-

very of our faults to a friend, but the endeavourivg
to make him fee his own.

A roowr
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A roor has not ftuff enough to make a good man,

" Resorutk people alone can be truly good-na-
tured ; fuch as commonly feem fo are: weak, and
eafily fo.lred

Goop fenfe fhould be the teft of all ruIes, both
ancient and modern : whatever is incompatible with
good fenfe is falfe. |

It is more difficult to prevent being governed,
than to govern others.

GrAviTY is a myfterious carriage of the body,
invented to cover the defeéts of the mind.

A coop grace is to .the body, what good fenfe
is to the mind.

NonE are either fo happy or fo unhappy as they

1ma0me

We take lefs pai.ns to be happy, than to appear {o.

.~ HarpInEss is in the tafte, not in the thing ; and
we are made happy by poflefling what we ourfelves
love, not what others think lovely.

Wauen our hatred is violent, it finks us even be-
neath thofe we hate.

Every body fpeaks well of his heart, but no one
dares to fpeak well of his head.

Tug head is always the dupe of the heart.
THE head cannot long at the p"zrt of the heart.

N2 ONE
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Onx e acquired honour is furety for more,

Hore, deceitful as it is, carries us agreeably
through life.

OvuRr humour i1s more in fault than our under-
ftanding.

Tre calm or difquiet of our temper depends not
fo much on affairs of moment, as on the difpofition
of the trifles that daily occur.

Hryrocrisy is the homage that vice pays to virtues

It is a miftake to imagine, that the violent paf-
fions only, fuch as ambition and love, can triumph
over the reft. Idlenefs, languid as it is, often mai-
ters them all ; fhe indeed influences all our defigns
and actions, and infenfibly confumes and deftroys
both paflions and virtues.

Ipreness is more in the mind than in the body.

Oxiy fuch perfons who avoid giving jealoufy are
deferving of it.

JeaLousy is always born with love, but does not

.always die withit,

Jeavousy is nourifhed by doubt ; it either be-
comes madnefs, or ceafes, as foon as we arrive at
«certainty.

In jealoufy thereis lefs love than felf-love.

Tuere is a fpecies of love whofe excefs prevents
jealoufy.

PrivrosopnyY eafily triumphs over paﬁ and future
xha ; but prefent ills trlumph over philofophy.
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Tre good we have received from a2 man fhould
make us bear with the 1ill he does us.

It is lefsdangerous to do ill to moft men, than to
do them too much good.

WEe feldom find people ungrateful fo long as we
are in a condition to ferve them.

InTEREST {peaks all languages, and adts all parts,
even that of difintereftednefs itfelf,

INTREPIDITY 1s an extraordinary ftrength of
foul, that renders it fuperior to the trouble, diforder,
and emotion, which the appearance of danger is apt
to excite. By this quality heroes maintain their
tranquillity, and preferve the free ufe of their rea-
fon, in the moft {furprifing and dreadful accidents.

Every one complains of the badnefs of his me-
mory, but nobody of his judgement.

To know things well, we fhould know them in
detail ; and as that is in a manner infinite, our
knowledge therefore is always fuperficial and im-
perfelt. '

No difguife can long conceal love where it is, nar
feign it where it 1s not.

To judze of love by moft of its effets, one would
think it more like hatred than kindnefs.

Taere is only one fort of love, but there are 2
thoufand different copies of it.

N 3 LovE,
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Love, like fire; eannot fubfit without continual
motion ; it ceafes to exift, as foon as it ceafes to hope
or fear.

THERE are people who would never have been in
love, had they never heard talk of it.

To fall in love, is much eafier than to get rid of
it,

Noverty to love is like the bloom to fruit ; it
gives a luftre, which is ealily effaced, but never
returns. -

It is impoflible to love thofe a fecond time whom
we have really ceafed to love.

In love, thofe who areﬁ;ﬁ cured, are deff cured.

Avrv the paflions make us commit faults ; but love
makes us guilty of the moft ridiculous ones.

To ftudy men, is more neceflary than to ftudy

books.

T truly honeft man is he who valueth not him-
felf on any thing.

HEe muft be a truly honeft man who is willing to
be always open to the infpeion of honeft men.

A max of fenfe may love 'like a madman, but
never like a fool.

SOME people are difgufling wzth great merxt,
others with great faults very pleafing.

Ovur
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Our merit procures us the efteem of men of fenfe,
and our good fortune that of the public.

Tae appearance of merit 1s oftener rewarded by
the world than merit itfelf.

WE fhould not judge of a man’s merit by his great
qualities, but by the ufe he makes of them.

Few people know bow to be old.

OpporTuNITIES make us known to ourfelves
and others.

Tre paflions are the only orators that always fuc-
ceed. They are, as it were, Nature’s art of elo-
uence, fraught with infallible rules, Simplicity,
with the aid of the paflions, perfuades more than the
utmoft eloquence without it.

So much injuftice and {elf-intereft enter into the
compofition of the paffions, that it is very dangerous
to obey their ditates ; and we ought to be on our
guard againft them, even when they feem moft rea~
fonable.

Apsence deftroys fmall paflions, and increafes
greatones ; as the wind extinguifhes tapers, and kin-

dles fires.

W LE the heart is ftill agitated by the remains
of a paflion, it is more fufceptible of a new one,
than when entirely at refl.

Hg who is plcafsd with nobody, is much more
unhappy than he with whom nobody is pleafed.

N 4 I
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IF we were not proud ourfelves, we fhould not
complain of the pride of others. .

- We promife according to our hopes, and perform
according to our fears,

Most men, like plants, have fecret properties,
which chance difcovers.

PrubeNncEe and love are inconfiftent ; in propor-
tion as the laft increafes, the other decreafes.

Few are fo wife as to prefer ufeful reproof to
treacherous praife.

'THERE are reproaches that praife, and praifes that
reproach.

AmBITION tO merit praife fortifies our virtue.
Praife beftowed on wit, valour, and beauty, contri-
butes to their augmentation.

It is not enough to have great qualities ; we muft
alfo have the management of them.

It is with fome good qualities as with the fenfes;
they are incomprehenfible and inconceivable to fuch
as are deprived of them.

NaturaLLY to be without envy is a certain in-
dication of great qualities.

QuarreLs would never laft long, if the fault was
on one fide only.

W never defire ardently what we defire rationally,

WHATEVER ignominy we may have incurred, it

is almoft always in our power to re-eftablifh our
reputation.

How
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How can we expect that another thould keep our
fecret, when it is more than we cando ourielves ¢

SELF-LOVE 15 mMOre artful than the moft artful of
men, .

SgLr-Love, well or ill condué&ed, conftitutes vir-
tue and vice.

Human prudence, rightly underftood, is circum=
fpett, enlightened {elf-love.

NorwiTusTANDING all the difcoveries that have
been made in the regions of felf-love, there f1il re~
mains much terra incognita.

I+t is lefs difficult to feign the {fenfations we have
not, than to conceal thofe we have.

ArrecTEp fimplicity is refined impotture.

Ty health of the foul is as precarious as that of
the body ; for when we {eemn fecure from paflions, we
are no 1-{fs in danger of their infe&ion, than we are
of falling 1!l when we appear to be well.

Turrt are relapfes in the diffempers of the foul,
as well as in thofe of the body : thus we often mif-
take for a cure, what is no more than an intermifs
fion, or a change of difeafe. '

Tar flaws of the foul refemble the wounds of the
body ; the fcar always appears, and they are in dan-
ger of breaking open again.

As it is the chara&eriftic of great Wits to fay
much in few words, fo fmall Wits {feem to have the
gift of fpeaking much, and {aying nothing.

THE
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TaE exceflive pleafure we find in talking of oura
felves, ought to make us ap:ne‘nemwe tha~ 1t gives
but httle to our auditors. 4

It is never more difficult to fpeak well, than when
we are afhamed of our filence. L%

A coop talte is the effe of judgment more than
underitanding.

Trrres, inftead of exalting, debafe thofe who a&
* not up to them,

. o P . .
Vavrour in private foldiers is a hazardous trade,
taken up to get a livelihaod.

Perrecr valour confifts in doirg without witnef-
fes, all we fhould be capable of doing before the
whele world.

No man can anfwer for'his courage who has ne-
ver been in danger.

Ir vanity really overturns-not the virtues, it cer-
tainly makes them totter.

Trz moflt violent paflions have their intermiffions
vanity alone gives us no refpite.

THE reafon why the pangs of fhame and Jealoufy
are {o f‘mrp, is this : Vanity gives us no affiftance in
fupporting them.

WrEeEN our vices have left us, we flatter ourfelves
that « we have left them.

PROSPERITY isi@a ftronger trial of virtue than
acverfity.

Tax virtues are loft inintereft, as rivers are in the
fea.

To
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To the honour of virtue it muf bz acknowledged,
that the greatei’c misfortunes befal men from their
vices.

We defpife not all thole who have vices ; but we
defpife 51l thofe who have no virtues.

Tuere are people, who, like new fongs, are in
yogue only fora time. : '

- THOSE are miftaken who imagine wit and judge-
ment to be two difiin& th\ings. judgemcntis only
the perfe@tion of wit, which penetrates into the re-
ceffes of things, obferves all that merits ob{ervation,
and perceives what feems imperceptible. We muit
therefore agree, that it is extenfive wit which pro-
duces all the effects attributed to judgement.

IT is acommon fault to be never {atisfed with our

fortune, nor diffatisfied with our underftanding.

PorirexEss of mind confifts in a courteous and
delicate conception.

Tur defe@s of the mind, like thofe of the face,
grow worfe as we grow old. b

- It is a better employment of the underftanding to
bear the misfortunes that actually befal us, than to
penetratg into thofe that may. -

Traose who have but one fort of wit, are fure
not to pleafe long.

A man of fenfe finds lefs difficulty in fabmitting
to a wrong-headed fellow, than in attempting to fet
him right.

THE
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THE labours of the body free men from pains of
the mind. This it is that conftitutes the happinefs
of the poor.

SmarL geniufes are hurt by {mall events : great
geniufes {ee through and defpife them.

WEeaknEss 1s more oppofite to virtue than is vice
itfelf,

Weaxk people are incapable of fincerity.,

Ir there be a man whofe weak fide has never been
difcovered, it is only becaufe we have never accu-
rately looked for it.

WE often forgive thofe who tire us, but cannot
forgive thofe whem we tire.

W have more power than will 5. and it is only to
difculpate us to carfelves, that we often think things
impraQicable.

Man’s chief wifdom confifis in knowine his follies.
O

Wispom 1s to the mind what health is to the
body.

THE. common foible of women who Jave beer
handfome, is to forget that they are now no longer

fo.

Or all the violent paflions, that which leaft mif-
becomes 2 woman is Love.

Yourn is continual intoxication. It isthe fever

df Reafon.
TEN
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G LVEN_ BY

WILLIAM LORD BURGHLEY,

1 ORD HIGH TREASURER OF ENGLAND,

TO HIS SECOND SON
RO LB . R T 6 B C By

AFTERWARDS THE EARL OF SALISBURY.

SON ROBERT,

HE virtuous inclination of thy matchlefs mo-
ther, by whofe tender and godly care thy in-

fancy was governed, together with thy education un-
der fo zealous and excellent a tator, puts me in ra-
ther aflurance than hope, that you are not ignorant of
that fummum bonum, which is only able to make'thee
happy as well in thy death as life ; I mean, the true
knowledge and worfhip of thy Creator and Redeemer,
without which all other things are vain and mifer-
able : fo that, thy youth being guided by {o fufficient
a teacher, I make no doubt but he will furnith thy
life with divine and moral documents. Yet, that £
may not cafl off the care befeeming a parent towards
his child, or that thou thouldeft have caufe to: derive
thy whole felicity and welfare rather from others
than from whence thou receivedft thy breath and
heing, I think it fit and agrecable to the affection 1
bear thee, to help thee with fuch rules and’adver- |
tifemenss for the fquaring of thy life, as are rather
gained.
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gained by experience than by much reading ; to
the end that, entering into this exorbitant age, thou
mayel be the better prepared to fhun thofe fcandalous
courfes whereunto the world, and the lack of experi-
ence, may eafily draw thee. And becaufe I will not
confound thy memory, I have reduced them in Ten
Precepts ; and, next unto Mofes’ tables, 1f thoa im-
print them in thy mind, thou fhalt reap the benefit,
and I the content. And they are thefe following :

T:

Waew it fhall pleafe God to bring thee to man’s
eftate, ufe great providence and circum{peétion in
chufing thy wife ; for from thence will {pring all thy
future good or evil: and it is an aflion of life, like
unto a firatagem of war, wherein a man can err but
once. If thy eftate be good, match near home and
at-leifure ; if weak, far off and quickl Lys Enquire
diligently of her difpofition, and how her parents
have been inclined in their youth. Let her not be
poor, how generous foever ; for a man can buy no-
thing in the market with gentility. Nor choofe a
bafe and uncomely creature altogether for wealth ;
for it will caufe contempt in o‘.th, and loathing in
thee. Neither make choice of a dwarf, or a fool ;
for, by the one thou fhalt beget a race of pigmies,
the other will be thy continual difgrace; and 1t will
yirke thee to hear her talk : for thou fhalt find it to
thy great grief, that there is nothing more fulfome

than a fhe-fool.

\

Axbp, touching the guiding of thy houfe, let thy
hofpitality L° moderate 3 and, according to the means
of thy eftate, rather plentiful than {paring, but not

COuxy
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coftly ; for I never knew any.man grow poor by
keeping an orderly table. But fome confume them-
fclves through fecret vices, and their hofjiitahty bears.
the blame. But banifh fwinifh drunkards out of
thine houfe, which is a vice impairing health, con-
fuming much, and makes no thew. I never heard
praife afcribed to the drunkard, but for the well-
bearing of his drink ; which is a better commenda-
tion for a brewer’s horfe or a dray-man, than for
" either a gentleman or a ferving-man.  Beware thou
{pend not above three of four parts of thy revenues,,
nor above a third part of that in thy houfe; for the
other two parts will do no more than defray thy ex-
traordinaries, which always {urmount the ordinary by
much : otherwife thou fhalt live, like a rich beggar,in
continual want. And the needy man can never live
Happily not contentedly ; for every difafter makes him
ready to mortgage or fell; and that gentleman who
fells an acte of land, fells an ounce of credit: for
gentility is nothing elfe but ancient riches; fothat
if the foundation fhall at any time fink, the building
maft need follow. So much for the Firlt Precept.

1I.

Bring thy children up in learning and obedience,
yet without outward aufterity, ~Praife them openly,
reprehend them fecretly. Give them good counte-
nance and convenient maintenance according to thy
ability, otherwife thy life will feem their bondage ;
and what portion thou fhalt leave thém at thy death,
they will thank Death for it, and not thee. And I
ain perfuaded-that the feolith cockering of fome pa-
rents, and the over-ftern carriage of others, caufeth
more men and women to take ill courfes, than their

own
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own vicious inclinations. Marry thy daughters in
time, left they marry themfelves. And fuffer not thy
fons to pafs the Alps; for they fhall learn nothing
there but pride, blaiphemy, and atheifm : and if by
travel they get a few broken languages, - that fhall
profit them nothing more than to have one meat
ferved in divers dithes. Neither, by my confent,
fhalt thou train them up in wars ; for he that fets up
his reft to live by that profeffion, can hardly be an
honeft man or a good chriftian : befides, it is a fcience
no longer in requeft than ufe ; for foldiers in ' peace
are hhe chimneys in fummer.

ITI.

Lrve not in the country without corn and cattle
about thee ; for he that putteth his hand to the purfe
for every experce of heuthold, is like him that keep-
eth water in a fieve : and what provifion thou thalt
- want, learn to buy it at the beft hand ; for there is
one penny faved in four, betwixt buymg in thy need,
and ‘'when the markets and feafons ferve fitteft for it.
Be not ferved with kinfmen, or friends, or men in-
treated to fray ; for they expe@ much, and do little:
nor with {uch as are amcrous ; for their heads are in-
toxicated. And keep rather too few, than one too
many. Feed them well, and pay them with the mott;
and then thou mayeft boldly require fervice at their
hands.

T ¥
Ler thy kindred and allies be welcome to thy
houfe and table. ~ Grace them with thy countenance,

and further them in all honeft aions; for by thefe

means thoufhalt {fo double the band of nature, as thou
: fhale
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fhalt find them fo many advocates to plead an apo-
logy for thee behind thy back. But fhake off thofe

low-worms, I mean- parafites and {fycophants, who
will feed and fawn upon thee in the fummer of prof-
perity ; but in adverfe ftorms they will fhelter thee
no more than an arbour in winter.

V.

Brware of furetyfhip for thy beft friends. He
that payeth another man’s debts, feeketh his own de-
cay. But if thou canft not otherwife chufe, rather
lend thy money thyfelf upon good bonds, although
thou borrow it ; fo fhalt thou fecure thyfelf and plea-
fure thy friend. Neither borrow money of a neigh-
“bour or a friend, but of a ftranger ; where paying for
it, thou fhalt hear no more of it: otherwife thou
thalt eclipfe thy credit, lofe thy freedom, and pay as
dear as to another. But in borrowing of money be
precious of thy word; for he that hath care of keep-
ing days of payment, is lord of another man’s purfe,

Vi

Un~perTAKRE no {uit againft a poor man with re-
ceiving much wrong ; for, befides that thou makeft
him thy compeer, it is a bafe conqueft to triumph
where there is fmall refiftance. Neither attempt law
againft any man before thou be fully refolved that
thou haft right on thy fide, and then fpare not for
either money or pains ; for a caufe or two fo followed
and obtained, will free thee from fuits great part of
thy life.

o VII. Bx
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VII.

Be fure to keep fome great man thy friend, but
trouble him not for triffles. Compliment him often
with many, yet fmall gifts, and of little charge. And
if thou haft caufe to beftow any great gratuity, let it
‘be fomething which may be daily in fight; other-
wife, in this ambitious age, thou fhalt remain like a
hop without a pole, live in obfcurity, and be made a
foot-ball for every infulting companion to {purn at,

VIEL .

TowaRrbs thy {uperiors, be humble, yet generous;
with thine equals, familiar, yet refpective. Towards
_thine inferiors fhew much humanity, and fome fami-
liarity 5 as to bow the body, firetch forth the hand,
and to uncover the head, with fuch like popular com-
pliments. The firft prepares thy way to advance-
ment : the fecond makes thee known for a man well
bred : the third gains a good report, which, once
got, is eafily kept ; for right humanity takes fuch
deep root in the minds of the multitude, as they are
eafilier gained by unprofitable courtefies than by
churlifh benefits. Yet I advife thee not to affett or
negle@ popularity too much. ~Seek not to be Effex :
fthun to be Rawleigh.

IX.

Trust not any man with thy life, credit, or
eftate ; for it is mere folly for a man to enthrall him-
felf to a friend, as though, occafion being offered,
he fhould not dare to become the enemy.

X. Be
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X,
B not fcurrilous in converfation, nor fatirical i
thy jefts : the one will make thee unwelcome to :
company ; the other pulls on quarrels, and gets th
hatred of thy beft friends: for fufpicious jefts (whe
any of them favour of truth) leave a bitternefs in th
minds of thofe which are touched. And albei
have aiready pointed at this inclufively, yet I think
it neceflary to leave it to thee as a {pecial caation 3
becaufe I have feen many fo prone to quip and gird
as they would rather lofe their friend than theis
jeft. And if perchance their boiling brain yield
quaint fcoff, they will travail to be delivered of it-
a2 woman with child. “Thefe. nimble fancies are b
the froth of wit. ‘ (T














