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PR E K G

Containing an Account of the Earl of
Chefterfield's Progrefs 4n Letters
and Politenefs.

HE virtues and talents of the Earl of

_ Chefterfield, were equally confpicuous;

his accomplithments were unrivalled ; and
his fituations were thofe, which are of moft
importance to the welfare of thefe kingdoms,
A Britith Senator; a foreign Envoy ; a Se-
cretary of State; a Lord Lieutenantof Ire-
land 5 a private nobleman; a fcholar; a
man of tafte, and a man of fathion, are cha-
A raters
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ralters which he filled with equal eafe, pro-
priety and dignity. At once the man of
genius, bufinefs, and elegance, he truly
deferved that epithet, of which he was fo
fond, and which he fo often repeats in his
letters to his Son, Zhe all-accomplifbed Gen-
Hleman. '

Philip Dormer Stanhope, Earl of Chef-
terfield, was born on the twenty-fecond
daly of September, ' 1695. His father
Philip, the third Earl of Chefterfield, was
defcended, by his mother, from the family
of Caernarvon; hence the name Dormer,
and his own mother, Lady Elizabeth Sa-
vile, was daughter and coheir to George,
Marquis of Halifax.

But that Lady not living long enough to
to take the charge of the education of her
children, and the eldeft fon being rather

_ megle_&ed by his father, was taken care of
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by his grandmother, Lady Halifax, who
proved every way equal to this important
tafk.

It does not appear that he was fent to
any public fchool. His fentiments, man-
ners, and tafte, were all formed upon the
model he found at home; and the. beft
mafters were chofen to render his accom-
plithments fuitable to his birth.

His natural livelinefs was in the begin-
ning of his life, accompanied with fome
degree of warmth. He was rather impa-
tient of contradition, and is reported to
have been fomewhat paffionate.  This dif-"
pofition, {o improper for a {tatefman, was
happily correfled by an incident.  Some-
thing, which efcaped him in a fit of anger
when he was young, gave him {fo much un-
eafinefs afterwards, that from that time he
refolved to watch over himfelf, and to en-

A2 deavour
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deavour to curb the impetuofity of his
temper. This he was happy enough to
fucceed in, and during the remainder of
his life he was never known to be dif
compofed by any emotion of his mind.

His family had diftinguithed itfelf in
the caufe of King Charles I —It had been
inftrumental in bringing about the refto-
ration ; and his grandfather had enjoyed fe-
veral pofts of honour under King Charles
the Second, but he had happily renounced
all communication with the court, a con-
{iderable time before the revolution: the
road to political eminence was therefore
open. '

The licentioufnefs of the Cavaliers, and
the fanctified rudenefs of the Puritans, had
now both received fome polith. A good
tafte in letters was beginning to dawn,
T.earning was the fafhion, and the chief
nobility encouraged it, equally by exam-

ple
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plé and patronage. It was not difho-
nourable for a nobleman to be a {cholar.

Young Stanhope was foon an expert one,

and, as he fays of himfelf, fomewhat of

apedant.
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«« My claffical enthufiafm,” fays he,
was my firft prejudice.. . I received it
from the books I read, and the mafters:
who explained them to me. 1 was con-
vinced there had been no common fenfe;,
or common honefty in the world, for
thefe laft fifteen hundred years; but.
that they were totally extinguithed with
the ancient Greek and Roman govern--
ments. Homer and Virgil could have
no faults, becaufe they were ancient;
Milton and Taflo could have no merits
becaufe they were modern.” |

Arg’ This'
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This was the fault of the age; buthis

lordfhip’s mind was too liberal to be long
fettered by fuch a prejudice.

« But I have now difcovered,” conti-

nues he, ¢ that nature was the fame three
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thoufand years ago, asitis at prefent;
that men were but men then, as well as
now ; that modes and cuftoms vary often,
but that human nature is always the
fame. And I can no more fuppofe, that
men were better, braver, and wifer, fif-
teen hundred, or three thoufand years
ago, than I can fuppofe that the ani-
mals and vegetables. were better then.
than they are now.”

“ I had)” continued he, *“aftrong de-
fire to pleafe, and was fenfible that T
had' pothing but the defire. I there-
fore refolved;. if poffible, to acquire the
means. tog.. 1 ftudied attentively and

minutelys,
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minutely, the drefs, the air, the manner,
the addrefs, and the turn of converfa-
tion, of all thofe whom I found to be
the people in fafhion, and moft gene-
rally allowed to pleafe. I imitated them
as well as F could: if I heard that one.
man wae reckoned remarkably gen-
teel, I carefully watched his drefs, mo-
tions, and attitudes, and formed my
own upoen them. And when I heard
of another, whofe converfation was.
agreeable and engaging, I liftened and.
attended to the turn of it.

“ By thefe means, and with a paflionate

* defire of pleafing every body, I came by

degrees to- pleafe fome ;. and, what little
figure I have made in the world, has.
been much more owing to that paf-
fionate defire I had of pleafing univer-
fally, than to any intrinfic merit, or

foundi
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found knowledge I might ever have been
mafter of.”

In another place he fays ¢ Does not
good nature incline us to pleafe  all
thofe we converfe with, of whatever
rank or ftation they may be ? And does
not good fenfe, and common obferva-
tion, fhew of what infinite ufe it is to
pleafe ? It may perhaps be faid by fome
that we may pleafe, by the good-quali-_
ties of the heart, and the knowledge of
the head, without that fafhionable air,,
addrefs and manner, which is mere tin-
fel. Idenyit. A man may be efteemed
and refpeted, but I defy him to pleafe

-without them.”

This defire of pleafing {foon proburedi

him, as he himfelf informs us, a' confider-

able eminence in the polite ‘world. - His

own words only can do juftice to- his fen-
timents, % Vamty, fays he, or call 1 it by

“ Oentle*‘
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a gentler name, the defire of admira-
tion and applaufe, is, perhaps, the moft
univerfal principle of human actions; I
do not fay it is the beft; and I will
own, that it is fometimes the caufe of
both foolith and criminal effeéts. But
it is fo much oftener the principle of
right things, that though they ought
to have a better, yet, confidering hu-
man nature, that principle 1s to be en-
couraged and cherifhed, in confideration
of its effets. Where that defire is
wanting, we are apt to be indifferent,

¢ liftlefs, indolent, and inert; we do not

exert our powers; and we appear to
be as much below ourfelves, as the
vaineft man living can defire to-appear
above what he really 1s.”

« I began the world,” continued he,
not with a bare defire, but with an in-
¢« fatiable
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fatiable thirft of popularity, and ap-=
plaufe. If this made me do fome filly
things, on one hand, it made me, on
the other hand, do almoft all the right
things that I did: it made me attentive
and civil to_the women I difliked, and
to the men I defpifed, in hopes of the
applaufe of both ; though I neither de-
fired, nor would I have accepted the fa-
vours of the one, nor the friendthip of
the other.

« T always drefled, looked, and talked

my beft; and, I own, was overjoyed

whenever 1 perceived, that by all three,
or by one of them, the company was
pleafed with me.

¢« Tn company with men, 1 always en-
deavoured to outfhine, or, at leaft, if
poflible, to equal the moft fhining man
init.  This defire elicited whatever

| ‘¢ powers
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powers 1 had to gratify it; and where'I
could not perhaps fhine in the firft, ena-
bled me, at lealt, to fhine in a fecond
or third fphere. By thefe means I foon
grew in fafhion; and when a man is
once in fafhion, all he does is right.”

His Lordthip, throughout his epiftolary

correfpondence with his fon, principally
dwells upon the art of pleafing, which is
indeed an eflential ingredient to conduct
us agreeably through life. 1 fhall only
quote one paffage more from his excellent
letters, and then I fhall have done. ¢ With
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the men,” fays he, ¢ I wasa Proteus, and

affumed” every fhape, in order to pleafe

them all : among the gay, I was the

¢ gayeft; among ‘the grave, the graveft;

and I never omitted the leaft attentions
of good-breeding, or the leaft offices of
friendfthip, that could either pleafe, or
attach them to me; and accordingly,

« I was
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«¢ T was foon conne&ed with all the men
¢ of any fathion or figure in town."”

His Lordfhip’s words, which I have ci-
ted will evidently fhew, that the in-
{tructions given in the following fheets,
are fuch as he put in prattice with ex-
traordinary {uccefs.

I.ORD
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ABS'ENT M A N

H A T is called an Abfent Man, is gene~

rally cither a very weak, or a very affec-

ted man ; he s, however, a very difagreeable
man in .company.  He is defettive in all the
common offices of civility ; he feems not to
know thofe people to-day, with whom he was
yefterday very intimate.  He does not enter into
the general converfation, but breaks into it, from
time to time, with fome ftarts of his own, as if
he waked from a dream. This is a {ure indication,
either of 2 mind fo weak that it cannot bear above
one object at a time ; or {o affeCted, that it would
B be



ABSENT MAN.
be fuppofed to be wholly ingrofled by fome very

-

great and important objects.  Sir Ifaac Newton,
Mr. Locke, and perhaps five or {ix more fince
the creation, may have had a right to abfence,
from the intenfeé thought their inveftigations re-
quired.

I would ratherbe in company with a dead man,
than with an abfent one ; for if the dead man
affords no pleafure, at leaft he thows me no con-
tempt ; whereas the abfent man, very plainly,
though filently, tells me that he does not think
me worth his attention. Befides, an abfent man
can never make any obfervations upon the cha-
ralers, cuftoms, and manners of the company.
He may be in the beft companies all his life-
time, (if they will admit him) and never become
the wifer : we may as well converfe with a deaf
man, as an abfent one. It is indeed a practical
blunder to addrefs ourfelves to a man, who, we
plainly perceive, neither hears, minds, nor under-
ftands us. , A

No man is in any degree fit for either buli-
nefs or converfation, who does not command his
attention to the prefent object, be it what it will.
When I fee a man abfent in mind, I choofe to
be abfent in body ; for it is almoft impofiible for

! me
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sie to ffay in the room, as 1 cannot ftand in-
attention and awkwardnefs.

The abfent man feems wrapped upin thought,
and poflibly does not think at all : he does not
know his moft intimate acquaintance by {ight,
or anfwers them as if ‘he were at crofs purpofes.
He leaves his hat in one room, his cane in another,
and would probably leave his fhoes imra third, if
his buckles, though awry, did not fave them.
- Every inattentive awkward man, let his real
merit and knowledge be ever fo great, muft be
extremely difagreeable in company.
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AD DRESS is fo material 2 qualification,

that 2 man’s fortune is frequently decided

by it.  Ifjit is pleafing, people are involuntarily
perfuaded he has merit, which pofiibly he has not ;
on the contrary, if it be awkward, they are equal-
ly prejudiced againft him. The worft bred man
in Europe, thould a lady drop her fan, or her
glove, would certainly take it up, and give it to
her. The beft bred man in Europe could do no
more. The difference would be, the former
would difguft us by his awkwardnefs, while the’
B2 latter



3 ADVICE anp AMBITION,
latter would gain applaufe by his graceful’ manner
of prefenting it. | ; |
"The carriage of a gentleman fhould be genteel,
and his motions graceful. He fhould be particu-
larly careful of his manner and addrefs, when he
prefents himfelf in company. Let them be re-
{peciful without meannefs,. eafy without too much
familiarity, genteel without affectation,. and infi-
nuating without any feeming art or defign..
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A DVICE is feldlom welcome, and thofe
< & who want it the moft, always like it the
leaft.
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TP} ¥ being defirous of furpafling athers in

merit and learning, is a very laudable am-

A

bition ; but the wifhing to out-thine others in
rank, in expence,-in clothes,, and in equipage,
is filly and ridiculous.

The ambition of 2 man of fenfe and honour, s
to be diftinguithed by a chara&er and reputation
of knowledge, truth, and virtue ; things which

' are:
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are not to be purchafed, and are to be acquired
only by a good head and an honeft heart.

Bttty T e AT St A e T e e e e e D e e
R T RSN T N
E fhould always be attentive to what we
are about.

It is a certain fign of a little mind, to be doing
one thing, and at the fame time to be either think-
ing of another, or not thinking at all. '

Without attention, in reading, it is impoflible

to remember’ and without remembering, it is
'~ time and labour loft to learn.

Parts and quicknefs, though highly neceflary,
are not alone fufficient ; attention and application
are required to complete the bufinefs ; and both
together produce great things.

There is no furer fign in the world of a little
weak mind, than inattention. Whatever is worth
doing at all is worth doing well ; and it is impofli-
ble to do any thing well without attention. It is
the fure fign of'a fool, when you afk him about any
thing that was faid or done, where he was pre-
fent that; “Truly he did not mind it.”” A fenfible
man hears, fees, and retains every thing that pafles-
where he is.

We fhould not only mind what people fay, but

B3 how
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Aow they fay it; and if we have any fagacity, wa:
may difcover more truth.by our eyes than by
our ears. People may fay what they will, but
they cannot /ot juft as they pleafe ;. and their
looks frequently difcover what their words are
calculated to conceal. It is proper, therefore, to
obferve people’slooks carefully, when they fpeak
to usor to each other, It may be guefled by peo-
ple’s faces, what they are faying, though you:
cannot hear a fingle word. The knowledge of
~ the world, which is the moft miaterial knowledge
of all, is never to be acquired without great at-
tention. Certain forms, which all people com=
ply with, and certam arts, which all people aim:
at, in fome degree conceal the truth, and give a:
general exterior refemblance to almoft every body.
Attention and fagacity muft fee through the veil]
and difcover the natural chiaraéter.

Any man of common underftanding may, by
proper culture; care, attention, and labour, make
himfelf whatever he pleafes, except a'good poet..
Ancient and” modérn hiftory are, by attention, .
eafily attainable. Geography and chronology; the
fame ; none of them requiring much genius or:
invention. Speaking and - writing clearly, cor~
rectly, and with eafe and grace, are certainly to:

be
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Be acquired, by carefully reading the beft authors,
and by attention-to the beft living models.
However frivolous a company may be, ftill,
while you are among them, do not by your in-
attention, fhew them that you think them fo.
There is nothing that people bear more impati-
ently, or forgive lefs, than. contempt ; and an
injury is much fooner. forgotten-than an infult, If
a perfon would rather pleafe than offend,
rather be well than ill fpoken of, rather be
efteemed than hated ;. he fhould remember
to have that conmftant attention about him,
which flatters every man’s little vanity ; and the
want of which, by mortifying his pride, never
fails to excite his relentment, or at leaft his ill
will, For inftance, moft people have their weak-
neffes ; they have their averiions or their likings
to fuch or fuch things: if we were to laugh at a
man for his averfion to a cat or cheefe (which are
common antipathies) or, by inattention, orneg-
ligence, to let them come in his way where he
could prevent it; he would, in the firft cafe,
think himfelf infulted ; and, in the fecond, flight-
ed ; and would remember both. But, on the other
hand, our care to procure for him what he likes,
and to xemove from him what he diflikes, {hews
 him,
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him, that he is, at leaft, an object of our atten=
tion, flatters his vanity, and perhaps makes him
more your friend, than a more important fervice
would have done.

The more trifling thefe things,. the more they
prove your attention for the perfon, and are con-
fequently the more engaging. Confult your own
breaft, and recolle¢t how thefe little attentions,
when fhewn you by others, flatter that degree
of felf love and vanity, from. which- no man
living is free. Refle¢t how they incline and attract-
you to that perfon, and how favourably you are
afterwards apt to think of every thing that perfon
fays or dees, 'The fame caufes will have the
fame effeéts in your favour..

. A man is not fit for either bufinefs or pleafure,
who either cannot, or does not,. command and di-
re¢t his attention to the prefent obje&, and, in-
fome degree, banifh all other objects from his
thoughts. If at a ball, a fupper, or a party of
pleafure, a man were to be folving in his own.
mind, a problem in Euclid, he would be a very:
bad companion, and make a very poor figure in
that company ; or if, in ftudying a problem in his
clofet, he were to think of a minuet, he would
certainly make a very poor mathematician, In

the



AWKWARDNESS., 4
the courfe of the day, there is time enough for
every thing, if you do but one thing at once ; but
there i3 not time enough.in the. year, if you do all
things at a time.
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AWKWARDNESS:

O W E V ER trifling a genteel manner may

found,. it is of importance towards pleafing
in private life. Many a man from his awkward-
nefs has created fuch a diflike to him at firft,
that a confiderable degree of merit could not af-
terwards remove, whereas a genteel manner al-
ways prepofleffes people in our favour., Awk-
wardnefs proceeds either from not having kept
good company,. or from not having attended to it.
When an awkward fellow firft comes into: a
room, it is highly probable that his fword gets
between his legs, and throws him down.
When he has recovered this accident, he
places himfelf in the very part of the room
where he thould not : theré perhaps he-drops his
hat, and in taking it up again, throws down his
cane ; in recovering his cane, his hat falls a fecond
time, fothat he is a quarter of an hour before he
has adjufted himfelf. If he drinks tea, or coffee,
~ he certainly fcalds his mouth, and lets cither the

cupy~
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cup, or faucer fall. At dinner his awkwardnefs
diftinguithes itfelf particularly, as he has more to-
do; there he holds his knife, foik and fpoon,
differently from other people, eats with his knife,.

" to the great danger of his mouth, picks-his tecth
with his fork, and puts his fpoon, which has been.
in his throat twenty times, into the difhes again..
If he is to carve he can never hit the joint, but
in his vain efforts to cut through the bone, feat~
ters the fauce in every body’s face : he generally
daubs himfelf with foup and greafe, though his
‘napkin his commonly ftruck through a button
hole, and tickles his chin, When he drinks, he
infallibly coughs in his glafs, and befprinkles the
-«€ompany. Befides this, he has ftrange tricks
and geftures, fuch as fnuffing up his nofe, mak-
ing faces, putting his fingers in his nofe, or
blowing it, and looking at his handkerchief, fo as
to make the company fick ; his hands are trouble-
fome to him when he has not fomething in them,
and he does not know where to put them, but
they are in’ perpetual motion between his bofom
and. his breeches ; he does not wear his clothes,
and in fhott does nothing like other people.
Though all this is not in any degree criminal; yet.
itis highly difagreea’ble, and ridiculous in company,
" and.
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and ought moft carefully to be avoided by whoever
defires to pleafe. ‘

There is alfo an awkwardnefs of exprefiion and
. Wordé, moft carefully to be avoided, fuch 4s falfe
Englith, bad prénunciation, old fayings, and com-
mon place proverbs, which are fo many proofs of
having kept bad and low company; for example,
if inftead of faying that ¢ people have different
¢« taftes, and that almoft every man has one pe-
s culiar to himfelf,” you fhould let off a proverb,
and fay, ¢ that what is.one man’s meat, is another
man’s poifon,” or elfe,  every one as they like,
as the old man faid to his cow,’”” every body
would be perfuaded that you had never kept com-
pany with any one above footmen and houfemaids.
The voice and manner of {peaking are alfo to be
attended to; there are fome who hardly open their
mouths when they {peak, and mutter in fuch a
manner that they are not to be underftood : others .
arc too voluble, and fputter, and are equally
difficult to be underftood : fome always fpeak fo
loud, that you would imagine they were talking
to deaf people ; and others fo extremely low, that
they are hardly to be heard. There is likewife
an awkwardnefs of the mind, which ought, and
may eafily be avoided : for example, to miftake.

or
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or 'férget names ; to fpeak of Mr. What’s-
his-name, Mr. What-d’ye -call-him, or Mrs.
Thingum, is: exceflively awkward and ill-
bred. To call people by improper names ; to
begin a ftory or narration in which you are imper~
fect, and unable to finith, but obliged to make
an apology by faying you have forgot the remain-
der, is very bungling and difagreeable. If we are
not exadt, clear, and perfpicuous in what we fay ;
inftead of entertaining or informing others, we
only tire and puzzle them. All thefe awkward
and difagreeable habits are to be avoided with at-
tention : they are the diftinguithing marks of the
ordinary people, whofe education has been neglec-
ted. It is not to be conceived how neceflary it is
to obferve all thefe little particulars.

BASHFU I NESS

THE RE is a very material difference be-
tween modefty and an awkward bathfulnefs,
which is as ridiculous as true modefty is commend-
able: it is as abfurd to be a fimpleton as to bet.
an impudent fellow ; and we make ourfelves con-
temptible
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teiptible if we cannot come into a room and
{peak to people without being out of countenance,
or without embaraffiment. A man who is really
diffident, timid, and bafhful, be his merit wha¢
it will, never can pufh himfelf in the world, his
dependency throws him into inaéion, and the
forward, the buﬁling,.and the prefumptuous will
always precede him ; the manner makes the whole
difference ; what would be impudence in one
would only be a proper and decent affurance in
another. A man of fenfe and of knowledgc of
the world will affert his own rights, and purfue
his own objects as fteadily and intrepidly as the
moft impudent man living, and commonly more
fo, but then he has art enough to give an outward
air of modefty to all he does. Thhis engages and
~ prevails, whilft the very fame things are offenfive
from the overbearing or impudent manner of do-

g them. ‘
A, mean fellow is afhamed and embarrafled
when he comes into company, is difconcerted
when fpoken to, anfwers with difficulty, and does
not know how to difpofe of his hands : but a gen-
tleman who is acquainted with the world, appears-
in company with a graceful and preper affurance,:
and is perfeitly eafy and unembarraffed. “This-
C is
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is called Good Breeding; a moft important
knowledge in the intercourfe of life. A man of
a gentleman-like behaviour, though of inferior
parts; is better received than a man of fuperior
abilities; who  is unacquainted with the world,
Modeity, and a polite, eafy affuxance, thould be
united.

Bafhfulnefs is the diftinguithing chara@er of an
Englith booby, who appears frightened out of
his wits if people of fafthion fpeak to him, and
blufhes and ftammers, without being able to give
a proper anfwer ; by which means he becomes
truly ridiculous from the groundlefs fear of being
laughed’ at. But a real well- bred man would
fpeak to a king with as little concern as to a pea-
fant. To be civil with eafe is the way to be well
received in company ; to be rude and ill-bred is
intolerable ;3 and to be bathful is to be ridiculous.

Englithmen who travel, choofe to converfet
only with each othery and confequently know no
more when they return to England, than they
did when they left it. This proceeds from a
Mauvaife honte, or bathfulnefs, which makes them
athamed of going into company ; and frequently
from their too great ignorance in the French

language, to enable them to bear a part in it.
| When
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When we avoid fingularity, what fhould we be
athamed of ? And why fhould not we go into 2
mixed company, with as much eafe, and as little
eoncern, as we would go into our own room
vice and ignorance are the only things we ought
to be athamed of ; while we keep clear of them,
we may venture any where without fear or con~
cern.  Some, indeed, from feeling the pain and
inconveniences ‘of bafhfulnefs; have rufhed into
the other extreme, and turned impudent; as
cowards fometimes grow defperate from excefs of
danger ; but this is equally to be avoided, there
being nothing more generally fhocking than im-
pudence. The medium between thefe two ex--
tremes points out the well-bred man; who always
feels himfelf firm and eafy in all companies ; whor
is modeft without being bafhful, and fteady with-
out being impudent.

People of a low education: cannot ftand the’
rays of greatnefs. They are frightened -out of
their wits when kings and great men {peak to:
them ; they are awkward, afhamed’ and' know
not how to anfwer ; whereas men of good breed-
ing are not dazzled by fuperior rank ; they pay
all the refpe@ that is due to it, without being.
difconcerted ; and can converfe as cafily with a

C. 2 king
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king as with any one of his fubje@s. This ig

the great advantage of being introduced young
into good company, and of converfing with our
fuperiors. A well bred man will converfe with
his inferiors, without infolence, and with his fu-
periors with refped, and with eafe.

O Ol Bl ots N
TO keep good company, efpecially at our

firft fetting out, is the way to receive good
impreflions. © Good company is not what refpec=
tive fets of good company are pleafed either to call
or think themfelves. It confifts chiefly (though
not wholly) of people of confiderable birth, rank,
and character : for people of neither birth nor
rank, are frequently, and very juftly admitted
into it, if diftinguithed by any peculiar merit, or
eminency in any liberal art or fcience. So motly
a thing is good company, that many people, with-
out birth, rank, or merit, intrude into it by their
own forwardnefs, and others get into it by the
protection of fome conlfiderable perfon. In this
fafhionable good company, the beft manners and
the pureft language is moft unqueftionably to be
learnt, for they eftablith and give the #m to both,
which
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which are called the language and manners of
good company ; neither of them being afcertained
by any legal tribunal.

A company of people of the firft quality, . can«
not be called good company in the common ac-
ceptation of the phrafe, unlefs they are the fafhion-
able and accredited company of the place; for
people of. the firft quality can.be-as filly, as ill-
bred, and as worthlefs,.as people of: the meaneft
degree.- And a company, confifting wholly. of-
people of very low condition,, whatever: their me-
rit or. talents may, be, can. never be called good
company 3 and therefore thould not be much fre--
quented, though by no means defpifed. . '

A.company wholly. compofed of learned mien, .
though greatly to be. refpectedy. is not.meant by~
the words good company ; they cannot.-have. the:
eafy.and polithed manners of. the: world, as' they
do not live in it.. Ifiwe can beariour parts well.
in fuch a company,. it will be proper to be.in it
fometimes, and we fhall be more efteemed. in-
other companies for having a place in that.

A company .confifting wholly of profefled wits*
and poets, is very inviting to young men; who
are ‘pleafed with it, if they have wit themfelves 5
and if they have none, are foolithly proud of being

C 3 one
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one of it. But fuch companies fhould be fre=
quented with moderation and judgment. A wit
1s a very unpopular denomination, as it carries
terror along with it; and people are as much
afraid of a wit, in company, as awoman is of a
gun, which fhe fuppofes may go off of itfelf, and
do her a mifchief. Their acquaintance, however,
is worth feeking, and their company worth fre-
quenting ; but not exclufively of others, nor to
fuch a degree as to be confidered only as one of
that particular fet.

The company which we fhould moft carefully
avoid, is that low company, which, in every
fenfe of the word, is low indeed; low in rank,
Jow in parts, low in manners, and low in merit..
Vanity, that fource of many of our follies, and
of fome of our crimes, has funk many a man into
company, in every light infinitely below him, for
the fake of being the firft man in it. There he
dictates, is applauded, and admired™: but he foon
difgraces himfelf, and difqualifies himfelf for any
better company. It is a certain fa&, that we
fhall fink or rife to the level of the- company
which we Commdnly keep.

Ha&ing thus pointed out what company you
fhould avoid, and what company you fhould affo-

clale
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ciate with, I fhall next lay down a few rules for
behaviour in company..

When a young man, new in the world, firft
gets into company, he determines to conform to,
and imitate it. But he too often miftakes the
obje ¢ of his imitation. He has frequently heard
the abfur d term of genteel and fafhionable vices:
He there ‘obferves fome people who fhine, and
who in general are admired and efteemed ; and
perceives t hat thefe people are rakes, drunkards,
or gamefters: he therefore adopts their vices,
miftaking t heir defeéts for their perfeGions, and
imagini ng that they owe their fathion and then
luftre to thefe genteel vices. Butit is exa&ly the
reverfc ; for thefe people Have acquired their re-
putation Dy their parts, theirlearning, their good
breeding, and other real accomplifhments ; and
are only blemifhed and'lowered, in the opinions
of all reafonable people, by thefe genteel and
fathionable vices. A~ drunkard, vomiting up at
night the liquor of the day, and ftupified by the
head-ach all the next, is, doubtlefs, an-excellent
model to copy from: And a gamefter, tearing
his hair, and blafpheming; for having loft more
than he had in the world; i$ certainly a moft ami«
able charadter.. Noy. thefe are allays, which can

~ hever.
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never-adorn any charater; but.will always debafe
the beft.  As for example :: fuppofe any. man,
without parts and fome other good qualities, to-
be merely a rake, a. drunkard, or a gamefter;
would not he be looked upon, by all forts of peo--
ple, as a moft contemptible and vicious animal ¢
It is therefore plain that, in thefe mixed charac-
ters, the good part: only makes: people forgive,.
but not.approve,. the bad.

If 2 man thould, unfortunately, have any vices,,
he ought at leaft.to be. content with his own, and !
not adopt other people’s.. The adoption. of vice:
has ruined ten times more young men, than na--
tura! inclinations..

Let us imitate the real perfeftions of the good:
company into which we may. get;. copy. theirs
politenéfs,\their carriage, their addrefs, and the:
eafy and well-bred turn of their converfation ; -but:
we fhould remember, that, let them fhine ever-
fo bright, their vices, if they have any, are fo-
many blemifhes, which we fhould no more endea--
your to imitate, than. we fhould make artificial:
warts upon our faces; becaufe fome very hand--
fome man had the misfortune to*have a natural:
one upon lisi. Wer fhould, on the contrary,.
think how much hardfomer he would have been:
without it3. When
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When yeu are in company, talk often but never
long 5 in that cafe, if you do not pleafe, you are
$ure not to tire your hearers. Seldom tell ftories,
and when you-do, let them be fuch as are very
apt and very fhort ; beware of digreffions, and -
omit every circumftance that -is not material,
To have frequent recourle to narrative, betrays
‘great want of imagination,

Never feize any body by the button, or the
hand, to oblige people to hear you out; for, if
they are unwilling to hear you, you had much
better hold your tongue than hold them:.

Long talkers are very apt to fingle out fome
unfortunate man in company, to whifper, or
talk to in a half voice. This is exceffively ill-
bred, and, in fome degree, a fraud ; converfation
ftock being a joint and common property. But
if one of thefe unmerciful talkers lays hold of you,
hear him with patience, (and with feeming atten-
tion) if he is worth obliging, for nothing will
oblige him more than a patient hearing, as
nothing would hurt him more, than either to leave
him in the midft of his difcourfe, or to difcover
your impatience under your affli€ion. i

‘Take, rather than give, a fubject of converfa-
tion for the company you are in. If you have

partsy
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parts, you will fhew them, more or lefs, upor
every fubjeét; and, if you have not, you had
better talk foolithly upon a fubject of other peo-
ple’s, than of your own choofing. :

Never difplay your learning but on particular
occafions, referve it for learned men, and let even
thefe rather extort it from you, than feem forward to
difplay it. Never endeavour to appear more learn-
ed than your company. The man who is often -
tatious of his learning, will be frequently quef-
tioned, and if found fuperficial will be ridiculed
and defpifed ; if otherwife, he will be deemed a
pedant.

Whenever you oppofe or contradict any per-
{on’s affertion or opinion, letit be done in the moft
{oft and gentle manner, and in modeft and dif-
fident language, fuch as I may be miftaken,,
« I am not fure, but I believe, I fhould rather
think, &c.” Finifh any argument, or difpute, with
fome little good humoured pleafantry, to thew
that you are neither hurt yourfelf nor meant ta
hurt your antagonift.

In mixed companies, avoid, as much as pofiible,
all argumentative converfations, which often in-
difpofe, for a time, the contending parties towards
each other ; and, if the controverfy fhould grow

warn.
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warm and noify, endeavour to put anend to it, by
fome genteel levity or joke. |

Upon all occafions, avoid fpeaking of yourfelf,
if it be poflible. Some, abruptly, fpeak advanta-
geoufly of themfelves, without either pretence or
provocation. This is downright impudence.
Others proceed more artfully, as they imagine ;
forging accufations againft themfelves, and com-
plaining of calumnies which they never heard, in
order to juftify themfelves, and exhibita cata-
logue of their many virtues. ¢« They acknow-
“ ledge, indeed, it  may appear odd, that they
“ fhould talk thus of themfelves, it is what they
“ havea great averfion to, and what they could not
¢ have done if they had not been thus unjuftly and
¢ {candaloufly abufed.” This thin veil of modefty
drawn before vanity, is much too tranfparent to
conceal it, even from thofe who have but a mode-
rate fhare of penetration.

Others go to work more modeftly and more
flily ftill 5 they confefs themfelves guilty of all the
cardinal virtues ; by firft degrading them into
weaknefles, and then acknowledging their misfor-
tune, in being made up of thofe weaknefles.
“ They cannot fee people labouring under misfor-
*“tunes, without fympathizing ‘with, and endea.

) your~
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"< youring to help them. They cannot {ee their
<« fellow creatures in diftrefs without relieving
<« them ; though, truly, their circum{tances can-
¢ not affordit. They cannot avoid fpeaking the
« truth, though they acknowledge it to be fome-
¢ times imprudent. In fhort, they confefs that,
<« with all thefe weaknefles, they are not fit to
< live in the world, much lefs to profper in it.
<« But they are now too old to purfue a contrary
« condu&, and therefore they muft rub on as
<« well as they can.”

Though this may appear too ridiculous and
outre even for the ftage, yet it is frequently met
with upon the common ftage of the world. This
principal of vanity and pride is fo firong in human
nature, that it defcends even to the lowelt objetts ;
and we often fee people fithing for prdife, where,
admitting all they fay to be true, no juft praife is
to be claught. One perhaps affirms that he has
rode poft an hundred miles in fix hours : probably
shis is a falfehood ; but, even fuppoﬁng it to be
true, what then? Why it muit be admitted that
he is a very good poft-boy, that is all. Another
aferts, perhaps not without a few oaths, that he
has drank fix or eight bottles of wine at a fitting.
It would be charitable to befleve fuch a mana

liar 3
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Yiar ; for, if we do not, we muft certainly pro-
nounce him a beaft. : ,

There are a thoufand fuch follies and extrava-
gancies, which vanity draws people into, and
which always defeat their own purpole. The
only method of avoiding thefe evils, is ncver ta
ipeak of ourfelves. But when, in a narrative,
we are obliged to mention ourfelves, we fhould
take care not to drop a fingle word, that can di-
reétly, or indire&ly,- be conftrued as fithing for
applaufe. Be our characters what they will, they
will be known ; and nobody will take them upon
our own words. Nothing that we can fay our-
felves will varnifh our defects, or add luftre to our
perfections ; but, on the contrary, it will often
make the former more glaring, and the latter ob.
fcure. If we are filent upon our own merits,
neither envy, indignation, nor ridicule, will ob-
ftru&t or allay the applaufe which we may really
deferve. DBut, if we are our own panegyrifts,
upon any occafion, however artfully drefled or
difguifed, every one will conipire againft us, and
we fhall be difappointed of the very end we aim
at.

Never appear dark and myfterious; it is not
only a very difagreeable -cha‘raé‘cer, but alfo a very

e : fufpi-
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fufpmxous one : if we feem myfterious with others,
they will be fo in reahty with us, and we. fhall
know nothing from them. 'The hexght of abili-
ties 1s, to have a frank, _open, and mgenuous
exterior, with a prudent and referved interior,
We fhould be upon our own guard, and yet, by
a feemmg natural opennefs, put people off theirs.
Moft of the people, in every company you are. in,
will avail themfelves of every indifcreet and un-
guarded expreflion of yours, if they can turn it
to their own advantage. A prudent referve is
therefore as neceflary, as a feeming opennefs.is
prudent.

Take care always to look people in the face
when you fpeak to them; the not doing it, is
thought to imply confcious guilt ;. befides, ~we
otherwife lofe the advantage of obferving by their
countenances, wha.t impreffion eur difcourfe
makes upon them. In order to difcover people’s
real fentiments, more is to be learned by the eyes
than the ears, for people may fay whatever they
have 2 mind we fhould hear, but they can feldom
help expreffing by their looks, what they have no
intention that we fhould know.

Private fcandal fhould never. be received nor

retailed willingly ; for though the defamation of
others
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ofhers may, for the prefent, gratify the malilgnity
or'the pride of our hearts, yet cool reflection will
draw very difadvantageous conclufions from fuch
a difpofition : 'in fcandal, as 'in’ robbery, the re-
ceiver is always thought as bad as the thief.

Wever in converfation attack whole bodies of
peop’e’ of any Kind, for yoﬁ may thereby unne-
ceffarily make yourfelf a great number of enemies.
"This rule holds good as to lawyers, foldiers, par-
fons, courtiers, citizens, &c.  They are all men
fubjeét to the fame paffions and fentiments, differ=
ing only in their manner according to their feve-
ral . educations, and it would be as imprudent as
unjuft to attack any of them by the lump; indi-
viduals forgive fometimes, but bodies and foci-
eties never do. Many young people think it very
gentee] and witty to abufe the clergy, in which
they are extremely miftaken, fince in rhy opinion
parfons are very like men, and neither the better
nor the worfe for wearing a black gown. All
general refleGtions upon nations and focieties, are
the ‘trite threadbare jokes of thofe who fet up for
wits without having any, and fo have recourfe to
common place.  Judge of individuals from your
own knfwledge of them, and not from their pro-
feffion or denomination.

D 2 4 Always,'
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Always adapt your converfation to the people
you are converfing with, for I fuppofe you would
not talk upon the fame fubject and in the fame
manner, to a bifhop, a philofopher, and a gene-
ral. b :

Mimicry, though the common and favourite
amufement of little low minds, is held in the ut-
moift contempt with gre'at ones, Itis the lowefk
and moft illiberal of all buffoonery, . We fhould
neither practife it ourfelves, nor applaud it in
others. Befides, it thould be confidered that the
perfon mimicked is infulted ; and an infult is
hardly ever forgiven.

We may frequently hear fome people, in good
company, interlard their converfation with oaths,
by way of embellifiment, as they fuppofe; but
we muft obferve too, that thofe who do fo, are
never thofe who contribute, in any degree, to
give that company the denomination of good com-
pany.  They are generally people of low educa-
tion ; for fwearing, without having a f{ingle temp-
tation to plead, is as filly, and as illiberal, as it
1s wicked,

Whatever we fay, in company, if we fay it
with a fupercilious, Cynical face, or an embar-

rafled countenance, or a filly difconcerted grin,
: it

.



it will be ill received. If we mutter it, or utter
it indiftin®ly, and ungracefully, it will be ftill
‘worfe received. ‘

If we are vulgar and awkward in our air and
addrefs, we may indeed be efteemed, if we have
great intrinfic merit, but we can never pleqf
and, without pleafing, we fhall rife but heavily.

We thould get informed of the charaers and
fituations of the company, before we give way
to what our imaginations may prompt us to fay.
In all companies, there are more wrong heads
than right ones, and more who deferve cenfure
than like it. To expatiate, therefore, in the
praife of fome virtue, which fome in company
notorioufly want; orfto declaim againft any vice,
which others are notorioufly infefted with, our
difcourfe; by being app]icable,, will be thought
perfonal and levelleq at thofe people. 'This
confideration {ufficiently points out to us, not to-
be fufpicious and captious ourfelves, nor fuppofe
that things, becaufe they may, are therefore meant
AP0

Never talk of your: own, or other’ people’s do=
meftic affairs, yours are nothing to them, but
tedious ; theirs are nothing to you. It is a ten~
der fubje ; and it is a chance if you do not

' T S touch
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touch fomebody or others fore place. In this
cafe, taere is no trufting to fpecious appearances,
which are often {o contrary to the real ficuation of
things, between men and their wives, parents
and their children, feeming friends, &c. that,
with the beft intentions in the world, we very
often make fome very difagreeable blunders.
Nothing makes a man look fillier, in company,
than a joke or pleafantry not relithed, or not un-
derftood ; and, if he meets witha profound filence
when he expected a general applaufe ; or; what
is ftill worfe, if he is defired to explain the joke,
or bon mot; his awkward and embarrafled fitua-
tion is eafier imagined than defcribed..
Be careful how you repeat in one company,
what you hear in another. Things, feemingly.
indifferent, may, by circulation, have much graver.
confequences than may be imagined. There is a
kind of general tacit truft in converfation, by which.
2 man is engaged not to report any thing out of
it, though he is not immediately enjoined fecrecy..
- A retailer of this kind draws himfelf into a thou-.
{and fcrapes and difcuflions, andis fhily. and in-
differently received wherever he goes.
A certain degree of exterior ferioufnefs in looks.
and motions, gives dignity, without excluding

17
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wit and decent chearfulnefs. A conftant {mirk
upon the face, and a whifling a&livity of the body,
are {trong indications of futility.

A vulgar ordinary way of thinking, a&ing, er
fpeaking, implies a fow education, and:a habit of.
low company. Young people are too apt to con=
tra& it at fchool, or among fervants, with whom.
they are too often ufed to converfe ; but by often
ﬁ”equenting'good‘:conﬁpany,’ if they do not want
attention and obfervation, they may lay it afide;
and if they do not lay it afide, good company will
he very apt to lay them afides The converfation
of a vulgar man always favours ftrongly of the
lownefs of his education and company. It turns
principally upon his. domeftic affairs, his fervants,
the excellent order he keeps in his family, .and.
the little anecdotes of the. neighbourhood ; 2i1
which he relates as interefting matters to - the
company. He is a man-goffip..

Vulgarifin in language is a diftinguithing cha-
rateriftic of bad company, and a bad education.
Proverbial expreflions, and. trite fayings, are the
flowers of the. rhetoric of a vulgar man. He
fometimes. affe&ts hard words by way of ornament;,
which- he always mangles like a learned woman,.

A man of fathion never has recourfe to proverbs,.
: ' and:
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and vulgar aphorifms, he ufes neither favourite
words nor hard words ; but takes particular care

to {peak correftly and: grammatlcally, and to pro=
nounce properly.

€ I BN O 106

Hronology muft neceffarilyaccompany hiftory,

or the reader muft have a very confufed no-

tion of it ; for though hiftory teacheth us what

particul'ars have happened, and Geography where:

they happened,. it is alfo neceflary to know when.

they happened, which is the bufinefs of Chrono-
logy.

Chronology fixes the dates of facts, reckoning
from certain periods of time ; which are called:
Hras or Epochs, The two principal Zras by
which we reckon in Europe, are from the crea-
tion to the birth of Chrift, which was four thoufand
years ; and from the birth of Chrift to the prefent
time, which is one thoufand feven hundred and.
eighty fix years. In fpeaking of what hap-
pened before the birth of Chrift, we fay in fuch 2

year of the world..
There
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There is a term in Chronology, called Centu~
“ries ufed only in reckoning =fier the birth of Chrift,
7. centufy fignifies one hundred years, confe-
quently we_are now in the eighteenth century
fince the birth of Chrift.

The Greeks meafured their time by Olympiads,
which was a ipace of four vears. This method
of computation had its origin from the Olympic
games, -which were celebrated every fifth year;
near Olympia, a city in Greece. ' The Greeks
therefore faid, that fuch a tranfaction happened in
fuch a year of fuch an Olympiad. For example:
Alexander» died in the firft year of the 114th Olym-
piad.

The ®ra from whence the Romans reckoned
tlme, was from the buudmg of Rome ; which
they marked tnus, ab U. C. that is, ab Urbe Con=
dita.

All Europe now reckons from the great Epocha
of the birth of Jefus Chrift, which was-1786 years
ago. '

The Turks date from their Hegira, which was
the year of the flight of their prophet, Mahomet,
to Mecca. Their Hegira begins in the 622d year »
of Chrifty that is about 17150 years.

D A Ne
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T N Dancing, particular attention fhould be

paid to the graceful motion of the arms; ~
which, with the manner of putting onthe hat, and
giving the hand, isall that is neceffary for a gen-
tleman to attend to. Dancing, though a filly
trifling thing, is one of thofe eftablifhed follies,
which pe ople of fenfe are fometines obliged to
conform -to ; and if they do, they fhould be able
to performit well. There is nothing fo trifling
but which (if ‘it is at all neceffary) ought to be
done well.  Drefs is but a ridiculous article, -and.
yet it would ‘be a folly fora man not to be well
drefled, agreeable to his rank and fituation in life ;
and it is {o far from being a difparagement to any
man’s underftanding, thatit is rather a proof of it,
to be as well drefled as thofe whom he lives with,
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D RE S S is a very foolith thing ; and yet it

is a very foolith thing for 2 man not to be
well drefled, according to his rank and way of
life
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life : the difference in drefs between a manof fenfe,
and a fop, is, that the fop values himfelf upon his
drefs ; and the man of fenfe laughs at it, at the
fame time that he knows he muft not negle& it :
there are a thoufand foolifh cuftoms of this kind,
which, as they are not criminal, muft be compli-
ed with, and ‘even chearfully, by men of fenfe,
Diogenes the Cynic was a wife man for defpifing
them, but a fool for thewing it.

We fhould not attempt to rival, or to excel a
fop in drefs, but it is neceflary to drefs to avoid
fingularity and ridicule, © Great care thould be
takento be always dreffed like the reafonable peo-
ple of our age in the place where we are, whofe
drefs is never {poken of one way or another, as
neither too negligent, or too much ftudied.

Drefs, infignificant as fome people may think
it, is an object worthy of fome attention ; for we
cannot help forming fome opinion of a man’s fenfe
and chara&er from his drefs. All affetation in
drefs, implies a flaw in the underftanding. Men of
fenfe carefully avoid any particular character in
their drefs; they are’ accurately clean for their
own fake, but all the reft is for the fake of other

people. A man fhould drefs as well, and in the
fame
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fame manner; as the people of fenfe and fathion
of the place where he is : if he drefles more than
they, he isafop; if he drefles lefs, he is un-
* pardonably negligent : but, of the two, a young
fellow fhould be rather too much than too little
drefled ; the excefs of that fide will wear off, with
a little age and refleGtion; but, if he is negligent
at twenty years of age, he will be a floven at
forty, and ftink at ﬁffy.

When we are once well dreffed, for the day,
we fhould think no more of it afterwards ; and,
without ény ftiffnefs for fear of difcompofing that
drefs, we fhould be as eafy and natural as if we
had no cloths on at all.

E N Vv e

N V Y is one of the meaneft and moft tor-

menting of all paffions, as there is hardly a
perfon exifting that has not given uneafinefs to
an envious breaft ; for the envious man cannot
be happy, while he beholds others fo.

EPI-
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TX\PIT HE TS, tobe proper, muft always

be adapted to the circumftances of the per=
fon or thing to which they are given. Thus Vir-
gil, who ufually gives Eneas the epithet of pious,
on account of his piety to the gods, and his duty
to his father, calls him Dux Encas when he is re~
prefented making love to Dido; becaufe making
love becomes a general, much better than a man

of fingular piety.

e P TR CHA AR R e L
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F a2 man, with whom we are but barely
acquainted, nor have given any marks
of friendfhip, makes us, on a fudden, {trong pro- |
feflions of his, we fhould receive them with civi=
lity, but not repay them with confidence; he cer-
tainly means to deceive us ; for one man does not
fall in love with another at firft fight.

When a man ufes ftrong proteftations or oaths
to make you believe a thing, which is of itfelf {o
probable, that the bare faying of it would be fufficia
ent, depend upon ithe deceives youyand is highly

E interefted
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terefted in making you believe it, or elfe he would
not take fo much pains.

We muft not look upon every knave or fool
who tells us he is our friend, that he is' fo. We
fhould receive {uch proffered friendfhip with great
civility, but with great incredulity too ; and pay
them with compliments, but not with confidence.
We muft not let our vanity, and felf-love make
- us fuppoie that people become our friends at firft
fight; or even upon a fhort acquaintance. Real
friendthip growsflowly ;5 and never thrives, unlefs
iggrafted upon a ftock of known and reciprocal
merit,

But, though we decline the friendfhip of knaves
and fools, there is no occafion to make either of
them our enemies, wantonly and unprovoked ;
for they are numerous bodies ; and it is better to
preferve a fecure neutrality, than alliance, or war,
with either ofihtm, We may be declared enemies:
to their vices and follies, without being marked
out by them as perfonal ones. _

Thereis a very great difference between com-
panions and friends ; for a very agrce'able and
complaifant companion may, and often does, prove
a very ighpropcr, and a very'dangerous friend.
People will, in a great degree, form thair opinion

of
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of us, upon that which they have of our friends.

The Spanith proverb juftly fays, « Zell me 'C’/la
« you live withy and I will tell you who you are.

We fhould have a real referve with almoft
every body, and a feeming referve with almoft
nobody : if is difagreeable to feem referved, and
very dangerous not to be fo. Few people find
the true medium ; many are ridiculoufly myfte-
rious and referved upon trifles ; and many im-
prudently communicate all they know.

We fhould endeavour, as much as we can, to
keep company with people who are above us..
There we rife, as much as we fink with people
below us. By people above us, we are not to
underftand with regard to their birth ; that is the
leaft confideration ; but with regard to their me~
rit, and the light in which the world confiders
them. The pride of being the firft of the com-
pany, -is but too common , but it is exceedingly
filly and prejudicial. Nothing lets down a cha-
racter more than that wrong and ridiculous turn.

Knowledge will introduce a man, and good
breeding will endear him to the beft companies.
The fcholar without good breeding; is apedant 5
the philofopher, a cynic; the foldier, a brute;’
and every man difagreeable,

E 2 GEOGRA-
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EOGRAPHY is the defeription of the

earth, and fhews us the fituations of towns,
countries, and rivers, Itis divided into ancient
and modern; many countries and towns having
now very different names from what they had
formerly, and many towns, which made a great
figure in ancient times, being now utterly de-
{troyed 5 as the two famous towns of Troy in
Afia, and Carthage in Africa; of both which
there are not now the leaft remains.

Hiftory muft neceffarily be attended by Geo-
graphy ; for it is not fufficient to know what
things were done formerly; we ought alfo to
know where they were done.

GOOD-BREEDING.

S it is neceffary to poflefs learning, honour,
and virtue, to gain the efteem and admira-

tion of mankind, Politenefs and Good-Breeding
are cqually neceffary to render us agreeable in
converfation and common life. Great talents

arc above the generality of the world ; who nei-
0 ther
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ther poflefs them themfelves, nor are competent -
judges of them in others: but all are judges of
the leffer talents, fuch as civility, affability, and
an agreeable addrefs and manner; becaufe they
feel the good effeéts of them, as making focicty
eafy and agreeable. Good fenfe, in many cafes,
muft determine good breeding ; for what would
be civil at one time, and to one perfon, would
be rude at another time, and to another perfon. :
there are, however, fome general rules of good
breeding ; as for example,. to an{wer only yes, or
no, to any perfon, without adding Sir,. My. Lord,
or Madam, (as it may happen) is always ex=
tremely rude 3, and it is equally fo. not to give:
proper attention and a civil anfwer, when fpoken.
‘o : fuch behaviour convinees the perfon who is
{peaking to us, that we_defpife him, and do not
think him worthy, of our attention, or:an-anfwer,
To take the uppermoft place in.a room, or to
{eize immediately upon what pleafes you at tables.
without. attempting to-help others, is likewife,
extremely rude ; and {hews that we confider no--
body but ourfclves. We fhould always endea-
vour. to. procure all the conveniences we €an to
thofe whom we are with. But fomething_ more
than. civility is neceflary, the perfeCtion of good

Bia breeding,
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breeding is to be civil with eafe and politenefs,
The French excel the Englith in this particular ;
their politenefs feems as eafy and natural, as any
other part of their converfation ; but the Englifth
are frequently awkward in their civilities, and
when they intend to be civily are too much
afhamed to get it out,

We thould have attention, and a quicknefs of
attention, fo as to obferve, at once, every perfon
in tbe room; their motions, looks; and words ;
and yet without ftaring at them, and feeming to
be an obferver. This quick and unobferved ob-
fervation, is- of infinite advantage in life, and is
to be acquired with care; but what is: called ab-
fence, makes a man look fo like a fool, or a mad-
man, that the difference is hardly to be per-
weived.

Good Breeding alone can prepoflefs people in
our favour at firft fight ; more time being necef-
fary to difcover greater talents. (Geod breeding,
however, does not confiff in low bows, and: for-
mal ceremony; but in an eafy, civil, and re-
fpectful behaviour.

"~ A well-bred perfon will take care to anfwer
with complaifance, when he is fpoken to; wilk

place himfelf at the lower end of the table, unlefs
bid
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bid fo go higher ; will firft drink to the lady of
the houfe, and then to the mafter; he will not
eat awkwardly or dirtily; nor fit when others
ftand ; and he will do all this with an air of com-
plaifance, and not with 4 grave ill-natured look
as if he did it all unwillingly.

‘There is nothing more difficult to attain, or fo
neceflary te poflefs, as perfe&t good-breeding ;
which is equally inconfiftent with a ftiff formal-
ity, an impertinent forwardnefs, and an awkward:
bafhfulnefs. A little ceremony is fometimes ne-
ceflary ; a certain degree of firmnefs is abfolutely
fo ; and anoutward modefty is extremely becom-
mg.

Virtue and learning, like gold, have their in-
trinfic value ; but, if they are not polithed, they
certainly lofe a great deal of their luftre: and .
even polithed brafs will pafs upon more people
than rough gold. What a number of. {ins does
the chearful, eafy, good-breeding of the French
frequently cover ?

My Lord Bacon fays, that a pleaﬁng figure is
a perpetual letter of recommendation.. It is cer-
tainly an agreeable forerunner of merit, and
§mooths the way for it,

A man
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A man of good breeding thould be acquainted
with the forms and particular cuftoms .of courts,
At Vienna, men always make curtelies, inftead.
" of bows, to' the Emperor; in France, nobody
bows to the king, or kifles his hand; but, in
Spain and England, bows are made, and hands
are kiffed. Thus every court has fome peculiar-
ity, which thofe who vifit them ought- previouily
to inform themfelves of; to-avoid blunders and
awkwaxdneﬁ“es. S

Very few, fcarcely any, are wanting in“the
refpet they fhould fhow to thofe whem they ac-
knowledge to be infinitely their fuperiors. "The
man of fathion, and.of the world, exprefles it in
its fulleft extent, naturally, eafily, and without
concern, whereas a man who is not ufed to keep
good company, exprefles it awkwardly, fignifies
that he is not ufed to it, and that it cofts him a
oreat deal ; but I never faw the worft bred man
living; guilty of lolling

S5

whiftling, fcratching his
head, and fuch like indecencies, in company that
he refpedted: Infuch companies, therefore, the
‘only point to be attended to, is to fhew that re-
fpect, which every one means to thew in an ea.y,
unembarraffed, and graceful manger,.

I
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{n mixed companies, whoever is admitted to
iake part of them. is for the time, at leaft, fup-
pofed to be on an equality with the reft, and con-
fequently every one claims, and very juftly, every
mark of civility and good breeding. Eafe is al-
lowed, but carelefsnefs and negligénce are ftrictly
forbidden. If a man accofts you and talks to you
in ever fo dull and frivolous 2 manner, it is worfe
than rudenefs, it is brutality to fhew him by a
manifeft inattention to what he fays; that you
think him a fool, or a blockhead, and not worth
hearing, It is much more fo with regard. to
women, who, of whatever rank, they are entitledy
in confideration of their fex, not only to an atten-
tive, but an officious good-breeding from men g
their little wants, likings, diflikes, preferences,
antipathies, fancies, whims, and cven imperti-
nencies, muift be officioufly attended to, flattered,
and if poflible guefled at, and anticipated by a
well bred man. You muft never ufurp to your-.
felf thofe conveniences and agrémens, which are
of common right, fuch as the beft places, the
beft dithes, &c. but, on the contrary, always
decline them yourfelf, and offer them to others,
who in their turns will offer them to you ; fo that

upon
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apon the whole, you will in your turn enjoy your
thare of common right,

There is alfo a good-breeding which is local,
and varioufly modified, not only in diﬁ“er'ent\coun-
tries, but in different towns of the fame country.
The man of fenfe, therefore, carefully attends to
the local manners of the refpe@ive places where
he is, and takes for his models, thofe perfons
whom he obferves to be at the head of the fathion
and good-breeding. He watches how they addrefs
themfelves to their fuperiors, how they accoft their
equals, and how they treat their inferiots, and
lets none of thefe notices efcape him, which are
to good-breeding, what the laft delicate and ma-
fterly touches are to a good pi&ure, and which
the vulgar have no notion of, but by which good
judges diftinguifh the mafter.

We are apt to fhew too little attention to every
bedy, and too much contempt to many ; without
confidering, that there are no perfons fo infigni-
ficant and inconfiderable, but may, fome time or
other, or, in fome thing or other, have itin their
power to be of ufe to us; but they certainly will
not, if we have once thewn them contempt. In-
Juries are often forgiven, contempt never is.

Qug
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Our pride remembers it for ever. Be careful,
therefore, to conceal your contempt, however
juft, wherever you would not make an implaca-
ble enemy. Men are much more unwilling to
have their weaknefles and imperfections known,
‘than their crimes ; and if you hint to a man, that
you think him f{illy, ignorant, or even ill-bred,
or awkward ; he will hate you more and remem-
ber it longer than if you tell him you think him a
rogue. ‘ ' " ,
Nothing is more infulting, than to take pains
to make a man feel a mortifying inferiority in
knowledge, rank, fortune, &c. In the firft itis
both ill-bred and ill-natured, and, in the two
latter articles, it is unjuft, they not being in his
power, Good-breeding, and good-nature, incline
us rather to raife people up to ourfelves, than to
mortify and deprefs them. Befides, it is making
ourfelves fo many friends, inftead of {fo many ene-
mies. A conftant attention to pleafe, is, a moft
neceflary ingredient in the art of pleafing; it -
flatters the {elf-love of thofe to whom itis fhewn ;
it engages and captivates, more than things of
much greater importance. Every man is, in
fome meafure, obliged to difcharge the focial du-
ties of life ; bgt thefe attentioﬁs are voluntary acts,

B P SR 1 the
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the free-will offerings of good-breeding and good
nature ; they are received, remembered, and re-
turned as fuch, Womlen, in particular, have a
right to them 5 and any omlﬁion, in that refpe&
is downr ight ill-breeding.

W e thould never yield tothat temptation, which
to moft young men is very ftrong, of expofing
other people’s weaknefles and infirmities, for the -
fake either of diverting the company, or of fhew-
ing our own fuperiority. We may, by that means,
get the laugh on our fide for the prefént ; but we
fhall make enemies by it for ever ; and even thofe
who laugh with us, will, upon refle&tion, fear and
defpife us : itis ill-natured, and a good heart de-
fires rather to conceal, than expofe other people’s
weaknefles or misfortuues. If we have wit, we
fhould ufe it to pleafe, and not to hurt: we may
fhine like the fon in the temperate zones, without
{corching.

A thoufand namelefs little things confpire to
form the whole of pleafing ; as the feveral pieces
of Mofaic Work,though feparately of little beauty
or value, ‘when properly joined, form thofe beau-
tiful figures which pleafe every body. A look, a
gefture, anattitude,a tone of voice, all contribute
to the great work of pleafinge If we pleafe the

cyes
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eyes and ears, they will introduce us to the heart ;
and, nine times in ten, the heart governs the
underftanding.

Good manners are to particular focieties, what
good morals are to fociety in general; their ce=
ment, and their fecurity. And, aslaws are enact-
ed to enforce good morals, fo there are certain
rules of civility, univerfally implied and received,
to enforce good manners, and punith bad ones.
"The immoral man, who invades another’s pro-
perty, is juftly hanged for it; and the ill-bred
man, who by his ill manners invades and difturbs
the quiet and comforts of private life, is by com-
mon confent as juftly banifhed fociety. Mutual
complaifances, attentions, and facrifices of little
conveniencies, are as naturally an implied com-
pact between civilized people, as prote&tion and

- obedience are ‘between kings and fubje&s. For
my own part, I really think, that next to the con-
{cioufnefs of doing a good action, that of doing a
¢ivil one is the moft pleaﬁng

REATNESS OF SOUL

IN order to be a perfe&ly virtuous man, juftice
alone is not fufficient; for generofity and
greatnefs of foul imply much more., Alexander
P the
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the Great, having conquered Darius, King of
Perfia, tock many thoufand prifoners; and,
among others, the wife and mother of Darius,
He might, according to the laws of war, have
made flaves of them ; inftead of which, he treated
them as queens, and with as much attention and
refpect, as if he had been their fubject. Darius,
being informed of this, faid, Alexander deferved
_,tc% be vié‘torious, and was alone worthy to reign
in his ftead. Virtue, and greatnefs of foul; ex-
tort praifes cven from enemies. ' :

Julius Ceefar was alfo, in a very eminent de-

’:gfee,v poflefied of humanity and greatnefs of foul,

Afterxhaving vanquifhed Pompey, at the battle of
Pharfalia, he pardoned thofe whom he might law-
fully have put to death; and even reitored them
to their fortunes and honours. Cicero, -fpeaking
to Julius Celar, in one of his orations, makes
the following remark upon his conduct, ¢ For-
& tune could not do more for you, than give you
¢ the power of faving fo many people ; nor na-
« ture ferve you better, than in giving you the
« will to do 1t.”’

A great action will always meet with the ap-
probation of mankind, and the inward pleafure
which it produces, is not to be exprefled.

BISTORY.
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Gy T O RN
ISTORY is divided into four parts, facred

and prophane, ancient and modern. Sae
cred hiftory is the Bible, that is, the ‘Old and
New ‘Teftament ; the Old Teftament is the hi-
ftory of the Jews, who were God’s chofen peo-
ple, and the New Teftament is the hiftory of Jefus
Chrift, the Son of God.

Prophane hiftory is the account of the Heathen
Gods. Ancient hiftory is the account of all the
kingdoms, and countries in the world, down to
the end of the Roman empire ; and of all ancient
hiftories, the Roman is the moft interefting and
inftru&ive. It prefents us with the accounts of
moft illuftrious men, and with the greateft num-
ber of important events. It likewife fpurs us on
to virtuous aéions, more than any other hiftory,
by fhewing us that fo {mall a city as Rome,
founded by a few fhepherds and vagabonds, could
by virtue and courage, in the {pace of {feven hun-
dred years, render herfelf miftrefs of the world.

Modern hiftory is an account of the kingdoms
and countries of the world, fince the deftruétion
of the Roman empire,

F 2 Modern
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Modern hiftory, pa\rticularly that of the three
lalt centuries, fhould be applied to with the
greateft attention and exa@nefs. ‘There the pro-
bability of coming at the truth is much greater,
the teftimonies being more recent; befides, you
have frequently an opportunity of calling in to
your afliftance memoirs and original Ietters.

The perfedt knowledge of hiftory in general is
extremely neceffary, becaufe, as it informs us of
what was done by other people in former ages,
it inftre@s us what to' do in the like cafes, befides
as it is the common fubje& of converfation, it is
fhameful to be ignorant of it; it is of all other
ftudies the moft neceffary, for a man who is to
live in the world ; but we fhould be cautious
how we draw inferences, for our own practice,
from remote fa&s, partialfy_ or ignorantly related ;
of which we can, at leaft, but imperfe&ly guefs,
and certainly not know the real motives. The
teftimoni lies of ancient hiftory are weaker than
thofe of modcm as all tefimony grows weaker
and weaker, as it is more and more remote from
us. It is, hawever, neceffary to ftudy ancient
hiftory in general; that is, not to be ignorant of
any of thofe facts which are univerfally received,
upon the faith of ‘the beft hiftorians ; and, whe-

ther
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ther true.or falfe, we have them as other people
have them. :

Every day’s experience confirms me in hifto=
rical incredulity. How feldom do we hear the
moft recent facts related exaéily in the fame way,
by the feveral people who were, at the fame time,
eye-witnefles of it ? One miftakes, another mif-
reprefents ; and others warp it a little to their
own turn of mind, or private views. A marm,
who has been concerned in a tranfadion, will not
write it fairly ; and 2 man who has not, cannot.
But, notwithftanding all this uncertainty, hiftory
is not the lefs neceffary to be known; the beft
hiftories being taken for granted, and are the
fubje&ts both  of converfation and writing.
Though we may not believe that Cefar’s ghoft
ever appeared to Brutus, yet we fhould be athamed
to be ignorant of that fa@, as related by the hifto=
ians of thofe times. The pagan theology is
univerfally received as matter for writing and
converfation, though believed now by nobody ;
and we talk of Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, Neptune,
&c. as gods, though we are convinced that, if
they ever exifted at all, it was only as mere mor=
tals, :

F i ! Cicerg
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Cicero calls hiftory, the witnefs of the times,
the law of truth, the life of memory, the regula-
tor of our lives, and the herald of antiquity. By
the afliftance of hiftory, youth may, in fome mea-
fure, acquire the experience of age. In reading
the tranfactidns of others, he is apprized of his
own duty, and the more he is informed of what
¥s paft, he will be the better able to condu&
himfelf for the future.
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[UMANITY is the particular chara&eriftie
of great minds ; little vicious minds abound
with anger and revenge; and are incapable of

fecling the exalted pleafure of forgiving theic

enemies.
/i
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KNOWLEDGE or Tae WORLD.

HE Knowledge of the World is enly to be
acquired in the world, and not in a clofet.
Books alone will never teach it you; but they
will fuggeft many things to your obfervation,
which might otherwife efcape you'; and your own
obfer-
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tbfervations upon mankind, when compared with
thofe which you will find in books, will help you
to fix the true point.

To know mankind well, requires full as much
attention and application as to know books, and,
it may be, more fagacity and difcernment. There
are many elderly people, who have pafled their
whole lives in the great world, but with fuch
levity and inattention, that they know no more
of it at fixty than they did at fifteen. Do not
flatter yourfelf,. therefore, with the thoughts that
you can acquire this knowledge in the frivolous
chit-chat of idle companies: no, you muft go
much deeper than that. You muft look into
people, as well as at them. Search therefore,
with the greateft care, into the charaers of all
thofe whom you converfe with ; endeavour to
difcover their predominant paffions, their pre-
vailing wegknefles, their vanities, their follies,
and their humours ; with all the right and wrong,
wife and filly fprings of human aions, which
make fuch inconfiftent and whimfical beings of
us rational creatures.

There are many inoffenfive afts which are
neceflary in the courfe of the world, and which
be who practifes the earlieft, will pleafe the moft,

and
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and rife the fooneft. The fpirits and vivacity of
youth are apt to neglet them as ufelefs, or reject
them as troublefome ; but fubfequent knowledge'
and experience of the world remind us of their
importance, commonly when it is too late. The
principal of thefe things, is the management of
one’s temper, and that coolnefs of mind, and fe-
renity of countenance, which hinders us from
difcovering, by words, ations, or even looks,
thofe paffions or fentiments by which we are in-
wardly moved or agitated ; and the difcchry of
which gives cooler and abler people fuch infinite
advantages over us, not only in bufinefs,. but in
all the moft common occurrences of life. A
man who is not fufficiently mafter of himfelf to
hear difagreeable things, without vifible marks of
anger and change of countenance, or agrecable
ones without fudden burfts of joy, and expanfion.
of countenance, is at the mercy of every artful
knave, or pert coxcomb : the former will pro-
voke or pleafe you by defign, to catch unguarded
words or looks, by which he will eafily decypher
the fecrets of your heart, of which you {hould
keep the key yourfelf, and truft it with no man
living. The latter will, by his abfurdity, and
without intending it, produce the fame difcove-
ries, of which other people will avail themfelves.
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If you find yourfelf fubjeét to fudden ftarts of

paflion, or madnefs, (for I fee ne difference be-
tween them, but in their duration) refolve within
yourfelf, at leaft, never to fpeak one word while
you feel that emotion within you.

In fhort, make yourfelf abfolute mafter of your
temper, and your countenance, fo far, at leaft,
as that no vifible change do appear in either,
whatever you may feel inwardly. This may be
difficult, but it is by no means impofiible ; and,
as a man of fenfe never attempts impoflibilities,
onone hand ; on the other, he is never difcouraged
by difficulties : on the contrary, he redoubles his
induftry and his diligence, he perfeveres, and in-
fallibly prevails at laft. In any point, ~which -
prudence bids you purfue, and which a manifeft
utility attends, let difficulties only animate your
induftry, not deter you from the purfuit. - If one
way has failed, try another ; ‘be a&tive, perfevere,
and you will conquer. Some people are to be
reafoned, fome flattered, fome intimidated, and
fome teazed into a thing ; but, in general, all
are to be brought into it at laft, if fkilfully ap-
plied to, properly managed, and indefatigably
attacked in their feveral weak places. The time
fhould likewife be judicioufly chofen : and you

‘ would
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woulc chufe your time veryill, if you applied to
a man about one bufinefs, when his head was full
of another, or when his heart was full of grief,
anger, or any other difagreeable fentiment.

In order to judge of the infide of others, ftudy
your, own ; for men in general are very much
alike ; and though one has one prevailing patlicn,
and another has another, yet their operations are
much the fame; and whatever engages or dif-
gufts, pleafes or offends you, in others, will,
wvice werfi, engage, difguft, pleafe, or offend
others, in you. Obferve, with the utmoft at-
tention, all the operations of your own mind, the
nature of your paflions, and the various motives
that determine your willy and you may, in &
great degree, know all mankind. = For inftance :
Do. you find yourfelf hurt and mortified, when
another makes you feel his fuperiority, and your
own inferiority, in knowledge, parts, rank, or
tortune ? you will certainly take great care not
to make a perfon, whofe good will, good word,
intereft, efteem, or friendfhip, you would gain,
feel that fuperiority in you, in cafe you have it.
If difagreeable infinuations, fly fneers, or repeated
contradiétions, teaze and irritate you, would you
ufe them where you wifhed to engage and pleafe ?

furel
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furely not; and I hope you with to engage and
pleafe, almoft univerfally. The temptation of
faying a {fmart and witty thing, or boz mot, and
the malicious applaufe with which it is commonly
received, have made people who can fay them,
and, fiill oftencr, people who think they can,
 but cannot, and yet try, more encmies, and im-
placable ones too, than any onc other thing that
I know of, When fuch things, then, fhall hap-
pen to be faid at your expence, (as {ometimes
they certainly will) refiect ferioufly upon the fen-
timents of - uneafinefs, anger, and rcfentment,
which they excite in you; and confider whether
it can be prudent, by the fame means, to excite
the fame fentiments in others againt you, Tt is
2 decided folly, to lofe afriend for a jeft; bur, in
my mind, it is not a much lefs degree of foliy, to
make an enemy of an indiffercit and ncutral
perfon, for the fake of a bon met, When things
of this kind happen to be faid of you, the moft
prudent way is to feem not to fuppole that they
are meant at you, but to diffemble and conceal
whatever degree of anger you may feel inwardly 3
and, fhould they be fo plain that you cannot be
fuppofed ignorant of their mezmidg, to juin in
the laugh of the company againft yourfeif ; ac-

knowledge:
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knowledge the hit to be a fair one, and the jeft 2
good one, and play off the whole thing in feem-
ing good humour : but by no means reply in the
fame way ; which only fhows that you are hurt,
and publithes the viGtory which you might have
concealed. -

If a man notorioufly and defignedly infults and
affronts you, refent it; but if he only injures
you, your beft revenge is to be extremely civil to
him in your outward behaviour, though at the
fame time you counterwork him, and return him
the compliment, perhaps with intereft, This is
not perfidy nor diffimulation ; it would be fo, if
you were, at the fame time, to make profeflions
of efteem and friendthip to this man; which I by
no means recommend, but, on the contrary,
abhor. All als of civility are, by common con-
fent, underftood to be no more than a conformity
to cuftom, for the quiet and conveniency of {o=
ciety, the agrémens of which are not to be difturb-
ed by private diflikes and jealoufies.

For my own part, thoughI would by no means
give up any point to a competitor, yet I would
pique myfelf upon thowing him rather more ciyil-
ity than to another man. In the firft place, this
behaviour infallibly makes all the Jaughers of your

fide,
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fide, which is a confiderable party; and in the
next place, it certainly pleafes the object of the
competition, who never fail to {ay, upon fuch an
occafion, that, & they muft own you have be- .
« haved yourfelf very handfomely in the whole
¢ affair.” |
In thort, let this be one invariable rule of your
conduct: never to thow the leaft fymptom of re-
fentment, which you cannot, to a certain degree,
gratify ; but always to {mile where you cannot
ftrike. ‘There would be no living in the world,
if one could not conceal, and even diffemble the
juft caufes of refentment, which one meets with
every day in allive and bufy life. Whoever
cannot mafter his humour, fhould leave the
world, and retire to fome hermitage, in an un-
frequented defart. By fhowing an unavailing
and fullen refentment, you authorize the refent-
ment of thofe who can hurt you, and whom you
cannot hurt ; and give them that very pretence,
which perhaps they withed for, of breaking with,
and injuring you ; whereas the contrary behavi-
our would lay them under the reftraints of decen-
cy, at leaft ; and either fhackle or expofe their
malice.  Befides, captioufnefs, fullennefs, and
pouting, are moft e'xceedingly illiberal and vul-
gar, G o Vhough
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Though men are all of one compofition, the
feveral ingredients are fo differently proportioned
in each in\dividu_al, that no two are exactly alike ;
and no one, at all times, like himfelf, The
ableft man will, fometimes, do weak things ;
the proudeft man, mean things; the honefteft
man, ill things; and the wickedeft man, good
ones. Study individuals; then ; and if you take,
(as you ought to do) their outlines from their
prevailing  paflion, fufpend your laft finithing
ftrokes till you have attended to and difcovered
the operations of their inferior paflions, appetites,
and humours. A man’s general charalter may
be that of the honefteft man of the world : do
not difpute it ; you might be thought envious or
ill-natured ; but, at the fame time, do not take
this probity upon truft, to fuch a degree as to put
~ your life, fortune, or reputation, in his power.
But firft analyfe this honeft man yourfelf; and
then, only, you will be able to judge how far you
may, or may not, with fafety, truft him.

Be upon your guard againft-thofe who, upon
very flight acquaintance, obtrude their unafked
and unmerited friendfhip and confidence upon
you 5 for they probably cram you with them only
for their own eating : but, at the fame time, do

faless
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1ot roughly reject them upon that general fuppo-
fition. Examine further, and fee whether thofe
unexpected offers flow from a warm heart anda
filly head, or from a defigning head and a cold
heart ; for knavery and folly have often the fame
fymptoms. In the firft cafe, there is no démger
in accepting them. In the Jatter cafe, it may be
ufeful to feem to accept them, and artfully to turn
the battery upon him who raifed it.

A feeming ignorance is vety often a moft ne-
ceffary part of worldly knowledge. It is, for
inftance, commonly advifeable to feem ignorant
of what people offer to tell you ; and, when they
fay, Have not you heard of fuch a thing? to an-
fwer, No, and to let them go on, though you
know it already. Some have a pleafure in telling
ity becaufe they think they tell it well ; others
have 2 pride in it, as béing the fagacious difco-~
verers ; and many have a vanity in fhowing that
they have been, though very undefervedly, truft=
ed : all thefe would be difappointed, and confe-
quently difpleafed, if you faid, Yes. Seem always
ignorant (unlefs to one moft intimate friend) of
all matters of private fcandal and defamation,
‘though you fhould hear them a thoufand times;
for the parties affected always look upon the re-

G2 ceive
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ceiver to be almoft ‘as bad as the thief: and
whenever they become the topic of converfation,
feem to be a {ceptic, though you are really a fe-
rious believer ; and always take the extenuating
art. But all this feeming ignorance fhould be
joined to thorough and extenfive private informa-
‘tions : and, indeed, it is the beft method of pro-
.curing them ; for moft people have fuch a vanity
in fhewing a fuperiority over others, “hough but
for a moment, and in the mereft trincs, that they
will tell you wbat they fhould not, rather than
not thow that they can tell what you did not
know : befides that, fuch feeming ignorance will
make you pafs for incurious, and confequently
undefigning, However, fith for fats, and take
pains to be well informed of every thing that
pafles ; but fifh judicioufly, and not always, -nor
indeed often, in the ‘fhape of direét queftions,
which always put people upon their guard, and,
often repeated, grow‘ tirefome. But fometimes
take the things that you would know for granted,
upon which fomebody will, kindly and officioully,
fet you right: fometimes fay, that you have heard
fo andfo ;- and at other times feem to know more
than you do, in order to know all that you want:
but avoid direct gueftioning as much as you can.
Human
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Human nature is the fame all over the: world
but its operations are {o varied by education and
habit, that one muft fee itin all its drefles, in or-
der ‘to be intimate]y acquainted with it. The
paflion of ambition, for inftance, is the {ame in 2
courtier, a foldier, or an ccclefiattic ; ; but from
their different educations and habits, they will
take very different methods to gratify it. Civility,
which is a difpofition to accommodate and oblige
others, is eflfentially the fame in every country,
but good breeding, as it is called, which is the
manner of exerting that difpofition, is different
-in almoft every country, and merely local ; and
every man of fenfe imitates and conforms to that
local good breeding of the place which he is at.
A conformity and flexibility of manners is necef-
fary in the courfe of the world ; that is, with re-
gard to all things which are not wrong in them-
felves. The werfatile ingemimm is the moft ufeful
of all. Tt can turn itfelf inftantly from one object
to another, afluming the proper manner for each.
It can be ferious with the,grave, chearful with
the gay, and trifling with the frivolous.

Indeed, nothing is more engaging than a.chear-
ful and eafly conformity to people’s particular
manners, habits, and even weaknefles ; nothing :

e (te
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(to ufe a vulgar expreflion) thould come amifs
to a young perfon. He thould be, for good pur-
poles, what Alcibiades»was-commonly’for bad
ones—a Proteus, afluming with eafe, and wear-
ing with chearfulnefs, any fhape. Heat, cold,
abftinence, gravity, gaiety, ceremony, eafinefs,
learning, trifling, bufinefs, and pleafure, are
modes which he fhould be able to take, to lay
afide, or change occafionally, with as much eafe
as he would take or lay afide his hat.

Young men are apt to think that every thing is
to-be carried by fpirit and vigour; that art is

eannefs, and that verfatility and complaifance
are the refuge of pufillanimity and weaknefs.
This moft miftaken opinion gives an indelicacy,
an abruptnefs, and a roughnefs, to the manners.
Fools, who can never be undeceived, retain them
as long as they live : refle€tion, with a little ex-
perience, makes men of fenfe fhake them off
foon. 'When they come to be a little better ac-
quainted with themfelves, and with their own
{pecies, they difcover, that plain right reafon is,
nine times in ten, the fettered and fhackled at-
tendant of the triumph of the heart and the paf-
fions 3 confequently, they addrefs themfelves nine

times in tem to the conqueror, not to the con-
quered ;
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quered: and conquerors, you know, muft be
applied to in the gentleft, the moft engaging,
and the moft infinuating manner.

But unfortunately, young men are as apt to
think themfelves wife enough, as drunken men
are to think _themfelves fober enough. They
look upen fpirit to be a much better thing than
experience, which they call coldnefs. They are
but half miftaken ; for though fpirit without ex-
- perience is dangerous, experience without {pirit
is languid and defe&tive. Ufe them both; and
let them reciprocally animate and check each
other. I mean here, by the fpirit of youth, only
the vivacity and  prefumption of youth; which
hinder them frem feeing the difficulties or dangers
of anu ndertaking ; butI do not mean, what the
filly vulgar call fpirit, by which they are cap-
tious, jealous of their rank, fufpicious of being
undervalued, and tart (as they call it) in their
repartees, upon the flighteft occafions. This is
an evil, and a very filly fpirit, which fhould be
driven out, and transferred to an herd of {wine.

To conclude : Never neglect or defpife old,
or the fake of new, or more thining acquaint-
ance ; which would be ungrateful on your part,
and never forgiven on theirs, Take care to

| make
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make as many perfonal friends, and as few per-
fonal enemies, as poffible. I do not mean, by
perfonal friends, intimate and confidential friends,
of which no man can hope to have half a dozen
in the whole courfe of his life ; but I mean friends,
in the common acceptation of the word ; that is,
people who fpeak well of you, and who would
rather do you good than harm, confiftently with
their own intereft, and no farther.
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E may almoft as well be ignorant of a

thing, as to know it but imperfeitly.
To know a little of any thing, gives neither fa-
tisfaCtion nor credit; but often brings difgrace
or ridicule. Mor. Pope juftly obferves,

« A little learning is a dangerous thing ;

¢« Drink deep, or tafte not the Pierian {pring.’”

A fmattering in every thing infallibly confti-
tutes the coxcomb. We fhould endeavour to
hoard up, while we'are young, a great ftock of
learning ; for though during that time of diffipa-
tion, we may not have occafion to fpend much of

it, yet, a time will come, when we fhall want
it to maintain us,

A life
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A life of ignorance is not only a very con-
temptible, but a very tirelome one.

Thofe who have the moft knowledge, are al-
ways the moft defirous to have more, and know
that the moft they can have, is, alas! too little.

A drayman may perhaps be born with as good
organs as Milton, Locke, or Newton ; But, by
education, they are much more above him, than
he is above his horfe. Sometimes, indeed, ex-
traordinary geniufes have broken out by the
_force of nature, without the affiftance of educa-
tion; but thofe inftances are too rate for any
body to truft to; and even they would have
mnade a much greater figure, if they had alfo the
advantage of cducation. If Shakefpear’s genius
‘had been cultivated, thofe beauties, which we
fo juftly admire in him, would not have been
difgraced by thofe extravagancies, with which
they are frequently accompanied. People are,
in general, what they are made, by education
and company, from the ages of fifteen to five-

and-twenty,

L A N-
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LANGUAGES.

HE great advantage of being acquazint=d
with many languages, confifts in under-
ftanding the fenfe of thofe nations, and authors,
who fpeak and write thofe languages.
Language is only to exprefs thoughts ; and if a
man is heedlefs, and will not allow himfelftime to
think, his words will be frivolous and trifling,
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LETTER-WRITING.

E T is of the utmoft importance to write letters

well 5 as this is a talent which daily occurs,
as well in bufinefs as in pleafure ; and inaccura-
cies in orthography, or in ftyle, are never par-
doned but in ladies ; nor Is it hardly pardonable in
them. 'The epiftles of Cicero are tne moft per.-
fect models of good writing.

Letters thould be eafy and natural, and convey
to the perfons to whom we fend them, juft what
we would fay to thofe perfons, if we were prefent
with them.

‘T'he beft models of letter-writing, are Cicerq,
Cardinal ¢’Offat, Madame Sevigné, and Compte

Bufly
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Bufly Rabutin. Cicero’s Epiftles to Atticus,
and to his familiar friends, are the beft examples
“in the friendly and familiar ftyle. The fimplicity
and clearnefs of the letters of Cardinal d’Offat,
fhew how letters of bufinefs ought to be written,
For gay and amufing letters, there are none that
equal Compte Bufly’s, and Madame Sevigné’s.
"They are fo natural, that they feem to be the ex-
tempore converfations of two people of wit, rather
than letters. :

Neatnefs in folding up, fealing, and direing
letters, is by no means to he neglected. There
is fomething in the exterior even of aletter, that
may pleafe or difpleafe, and confequently deferves
* fome attention.

Y
;
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VERY man has a natural right to “his
« liberty ; and whoever endeavonrs to
¢ ravifh it from him, deferves death more than
 the robber who attacks us for our money on the
' : LYMN G,
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TOTHING is more criminaly mean, or
ridiculousy than lying. It is the produc-

tion either of malice, cowardice, or vanity; but
it generally mifles of its aim in every one of thefe
vices ; for lyesare always detected fooner or later.
If we advance a malicious lie; in order to aftect
any man’s fortune or character, we may, indeed,
injure him for fome time ; but we fhall certainly
_ be the greateft fufferers in the end : for, as foon
as we are deteted, we are blafted for the infa-
mous attempt ; and whatever is faid afterwards
to the difadvantage of that perfon, however true,
paflés for calumny. To lye, or to equivocate,
(which is the fame thing) to excufe ourfelves for
what we have {aid or done, and to avoid the dan-
ger of the fhame that we apprehend from it, difco-
vers our fear as well as our falfehood ; and we
only increafe, inftead of avoiding, the dangerand
fhame; we fhew ourfelves to be the loweft and
meaneft of mankind, and are fure to be always
treated as fuch. If we have the misfortune to be
in the wrong, there is fomething noble in frankly
owning it; it is the only way of atening for it,
: ' and
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and the only way to be forgiven. To remove a
prefent danger, by equivocating, evading, or
thufling, is fomething fo defpicable, and betrays
fo much fear, that whoever practifes them deferves.
to be chaftifed.

" There is another fort of lyes, which, thouol{
inoffenfive are wonderfully ridiculous ; thofe, for
example, which a miftaken vanity fuggefts, that
defeat/ the very end for which they are calculated.
Thefe are chiefly narrative and hiftorical lyes, all.
intended to do infinite honour to their author.
He'is always the hero of his own romances ; he
has been in dangers which nobody but himfelf
ever efcaped ; he has beheld with his own eyes,
whatever other people have heard or read of ; and
has ridden more miles poft in one day, than ever
courier went in two. He is prefently difcovered,
and as foon becomes the object of contempt and
ridicule. j

Nothing but truth can carry us through the
world, with either our conifcience or our honour
unwounded. It is not only our duty, but our in-
tereft ; as a proof of which it might be obferved,
that the greateft fools are the greateft liars. We
may fafely judge of a man’s truth, by his degree
of underftanding.

%) M ODE S.
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MODESTY is 2 commendable quahty, and
generally accompanies true ment ; 1t en-
gages and captivates ‘the minds of people ; for
nothing is more fhocking and difguftful, than
prefumption and impudence. * By this I do not
mean a fteady aflurance, which I think is of infinjte
utility and advantage, in prefenting one’s felf with
the fame coolnefs and unconcern, in any, and,
every company : till one can do that, I am very
fure that one can never prefent one’s felf well.
Whatever is done under concern and embar.
raffment, muft be ill done; and, tilla man is ab-
folutely eafy and unconcerned in every company,
he will never be thought to have kept g good, nor
be very welcome in it. '

P 00N @ ALY,

F O O L fquanders away, without credit

or advantage to himfelf, more than a man

of fenfe fpends with both.,  The latter employs his
money
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imoney as he does his time, and never fpends the
{malleft trifle of either, but in fomething that is
either ufeful, or rationally pleafing to himfelf or
others.  Affool buys whatever he does not want.
He cannot refift the charms of a toy-fhop ; fnuff-
boxes, baubles, heads of canes, &c. are his de~
ftruction. His fervants and tradefmen confpire
with his own indolence to cheat him, .and, in a
very fhort time, he is aftonithed, in the midft of
the muft ridiculous fuperfluities, to find himfelf in
want of the real comforts and neceflaries of life.
Without care and method, the largeft fortune
will not fupply all neceflary expences, and, with
them, almoft the fmalleft is fufficient.

Never, from a miftaken ceconomy, buy a
thing you do not want,merely becaufe it is cheap;
or, from a ridiculous pride becaufe it is dear.
Keep an exalt account, in a book, of what you
receive, and what you pay; for, a man who
knows what he receives, and what he pays, never
runs out : but we fhould remember, in ceconomy,
as well as in other things, to pay proper atten-
tion to proper objects, and the proper contempt
to little ones. A man of fenfe fees things in their
true proportions : a weak one views them through
a magnifying medium, which, like the micro-

4
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fcope, makes an elephant of 2 flea ;. fnagniﬁes all
little obje&s, but cannot recei‘Ve"'gre’at ones;
I have known people pafs for mifers, by faving a
penny, and wrangling for two-pence, who were
undoing  themfelves at the fame time, by living

above their income, and not attending to effen-
tial articles,

RATORY, or the art of fpeaking well, is
O ufeful in every fituation of life, and abfo-
lutely neceffary in moft." A man cannot diftin-
guifh himfelf without it, in parliament, in the
pulpit, or at the bar ; and, even in common con-
verfation, he who has écquired an eafy and ha-
bitual eloquence, and who fpeaks with propriet'y
and accuracy; will have a great advantage over
thofe who fpeak ine]égantly and incorreGly. The
bufinefs of oratory is to perfuade ; and to pleale,
is the moft effe¢tual ftep towards perfuading. Tt
1s very advantageous for a man who fpeaks in
public, to plea’e his hearers fo much as to gain
their attention; which he cannot poflibly do,
without the affiffance of oratory, :

It
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It is certain, that by ftudy and application,.
every man may make himfelf a tolerable good
orator, eloquence depending upon obfervation
and care. Every man may, if he pleafes, make
choice of good inftead of bad worcs and phrafes,.
may fpeak with propriety inftead of impropriety,.
and may be clear and perfpicuous in his recitals,,
inftead of dark and unintelligible ; he may have
grace inftead of awkwardnefs in his geftures and
deportment.  In fhort, itis in the power of every
man, with pains and application, to be a very
agreeable, inftead of a very difagreeable fpeaker ;,
and it is well worth the labour to excel other
men in that particular article in which they excel
beafts. | )
Demofthenes thought it o eH'entiaily neceflary-
to fpeak well, that though he naturally ftuttered,
and had weak lungs, he refolved, by application,
to overcome thofe difadvantages.. He cured his
ftammering, by putting {mall pebbles in his mouth,
and gradually ftrengthened his lungs, by daily
uling himfelf to fpeak loudly and diftinctly for a
confiderable time. In ftormy. weather he often
vifited the fea-fhore, where he fpoke as loud as
he could, in order to prepare himfelf for the noife:
and murmurs of the popular aflemblies of the:
Vi 2 Athenians,
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Athenians, before whom he was to fpeak. By
this extraordinary care and attention, and the
conftant ftudy of the beft authors, he became the
greateft orator that his own, or.any other" age or
country have produced.
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N order to perfuade or prevail, we muft ad-
drefs ourfelves to the paffions ; itis by them:
‘that mankind is to be taken. If we can once
; engage people’s pride, love, pity, ambition, (or
which ever is their prevailing paflion) on our fide,
we need not fear what threir reafon can do againft

S..
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REAT learning, if not accompanied: with
found judgment, frequently carries us into.
error, pride, and pedantry.. '

Some learned men, proud of their knowledge,
enly fpeak to-decide, and give judgment without
appeal.. The confequence of which' is, that man<
kind;. provoked by the infult, and injured by the
oppreflion, ' revolt; and, in order to.fhake oft-the

tyranny,,
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tyranny, even call the lawful authority in quef-
tion. ‘The more you know, the modefter you-
fhould be ; and that modefty is the fureft way'of'
gratifying your vanity. Even where you are
fure, feem rather doubtful : reprefent; but do not
pronounce, but if you would convince others,
feem open to conviltion yourfelf.

Others, to fhow their learning, or often from
the prejudices of a fchool-education, where they
hear of nothing elfe, are' always talking of the
ancients as fomething more than men; and of the
moderns as fomething lefs. They' are’ never
without a claffic or two.in their pockets ; they
ftick to the old good' fenfe, they read none of the
modernr trafh ; and will thow you plainly, that
no improvement has been made, in any-one art
-or fcience, thefe laf¥ feventeen hundred years. . L
would by no means, have you difown your ac--
quainﬁance with the ancients ; but #ill lefs would:
L have you brag of am exclufive intimacy with.
them. . -Speak of the moderns without contempt,,
and of the ancients without idolatry ; judge them
all by their merits, but not by their. ages ; and,
if you happen. to have an. Elzevir claflic in your.
pocket, neither {how. it nor. mention it,.

Some
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Some great fcholars, moft abfurdly, draw all
their maxims, both for public and private life,
from what they call parallel cafes in the ancient
authors ; without confidering, that in the firft
place, there never were, fince the creation of the
world, two cafes exallly parallel : and, in the
next place, that there never was a cafe ftated,
or even known, by any hiftorian, with every one
of its circumftances ; which, however, ought to
be known, in order to be reafoned from. Rea-
fon upon the cafe itfelf, and the feveral circum-
ftances that attend it, and act accordingly; but
not from the authority of antient poets or hifto-
rians. Take into your confideration, if you
pleafe, cafes feemingly analogous ; but take them
as helps only, not as guides. o
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HE defire of pleafing, is at leaft half the
art of doing it; the reft depends only upon

the manner, which attention, obfervation, and

frequenting good company, will teach. Thofe

.who are lazy, carelefs, and indifferent whether:

they pleafe or not, we may depend upon it, will

never pleafe. :

The
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The art of pleafing is a very neceflary one to
poflefs 5 but a very difficult one to acquire. To
do as one would be done by, is the fureft method
of pleafing. Oblferve carefully what pleafes us
in others, and probably the fame things in us
will pleafe others. If we are pleafed with the
complaifance and attention of others, to our hu-
mours, our taftes, or our weaknefles; the fame
complaifance and attention on our part to theirs,
will equally pleafe them. Let us be ferious, gay,
or even trifling

top)
the company. This is an attention due ﬁom

as we find the prefent humour of

~every individual to the majority.

Of all things, we fhould never think of enter-
taining people with our own perfonal concerns,
or private affairs ; though they are interefting to
us, they are tedious and Impertinent to every
body elfe ; befides, we cannot keep our own pri-
vate affairs too fecret.  Whatever we think our
own excellencies may be, let us not affeétedly
difplay them in company; nor labodr, as many
people do, to give that turn to the converfation,
which may afford us an opportunity of exhibiting
them. If they are real, they will infallibly be
difcovered, without our pointing them out our-
felves, and with much more advantage.

An
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An argument fhould never be maintained with
heat and clamour ; though we believe or know
ourfelves to be in the right, we fhould give our
opinions modeftly and cooly, and if that will not
do, endeavour to change the converfation, by
faying, ¢« We fhall not be able to convince one
another, nor is it neceflary that we thould, fo let
let us talk of fomething elfe.”

It thould alfo be remembered, that there is a
local propriety to be obferved in all companies ;
and that what is extremely proper in one com-
pany, may be highly improper in another.

The jokes, repartees, bon mots, and the lit-
tle adventures, which may pleafe very well in
one company, will feem flat and tedious when

related in another. People very commonly err
_in this particular; and, fond of fomething that
has entertained them in one company, aud in
certain circumftances, repeat it with emphafis in
another, where it is either infipid or offenfive, by
being ill-timed, or mifplaced. Nay, they often
do it with this ridiculous preamble; ¢« I will tell
you an admirable thing;” or, ¢« I will tell you
the beft ftory you ever heard in your life.” This
ralfes expectation, which, when abfolutely difap -

pointed,
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pointed, makes the relater of thofe excellent
things, very defervedly, look like a fool.

To gain the affection or friendthip of particu-
lar people, we muft endeavour to find out their
predominant excellency, if they have one; and.
their prevailing weaknefs, which every body has ;
and do juftice to the one, and fomething more
“than juftice to the other. Men have various
objelts in which they may excel, or at leaft would
be théught to excel ; and though they expe&t to
have juftice done them, where they know that
they excel, yet they are beft pleafed and flattered
upon thofe points where they wifh to excel, and,
yet are doubtful whether they do or not. We
may eafily difcover any man’s prevailing vanity,
by obferving his favourite topic of converfation ;.
for every man talks moft of what he has moft a
mind to be thought to excelin. Touch him but
there, and you touch him to the quick. As for
example ; Sir Robert Walpole, who was cer-
tainly an able man, was not much open to flattery
upon that head; for he was in no doubt himfelf
about it ; but his prevailing weaknefs was, to be
thought to have a polite and happy turn to gal-
lantry; of which he had certainly lefs than any

‘man living : it ‘was bis favourite and frequent
{ubject
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fubject of converfation ; which proved to thofe
who had any penetration, that it was his prevail-
ing weaknefs. And they applied it with fuccefs.

It muft not, however, be underftood, that I
mean to recommend abject and criminal flattery :
No, let us flatter nobody’s vices or crimes; but,
on the contrary, abhor and difcourage them : but
there is no living in the world without a com-
plaifant indulgence for people’s weaknefles, and
innocent, though ridiculous vanities. If a man
would be thought wifer, and a woman handfomer,
than they really are, their error is a comfortable
one to themielves, and an ianocent one with re-
gard to other people; and I would rather make
them my friends, by indulging them in it, than
my enemies, by vainly endeavouring to undeceive
them.

There are likewife little attentions, which are
infinitely engaging, and which fenfibly affect that
degree of pride and felf-love, which is infeparable
from human nature ; as they are unqueftionable
proofs of the regard and confideration which we
have for the perfons to whom we pay them. As
for example, to obferve the little habits, and.the
taftes of thofe whom we would gain; giving
them, genteely, to underftand, that you had ob-

ferved
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ferved they liked fuch a difh, or fuch a room ;
for which reafon you had prepared it: or, on the
contrary, that knowing they had an averfion to
fuch a difh, a diflike to fuch a perfon, &c. you
had taken care to avoid having either. = Such at-
tention to trifles, flatters felf-love much more
than greater things, making people think them-
felves almoft the enly objects of your thoughté.

The art of pleafing cannot be reduced to a re-
ceipt; if it could, that receipt would be worth
purchafing at any price. Good fenfe; and good
nature, are the principal ingredients; and our
own obfervation, and the good advice of others,
muft give the right colour and tafte to it.

The graces of the perfon, the countenance,
and the way of fpeaking, are eflential things ; the
very fame thing, faid by a genteel perfon, in an
engaging way, and gracefully and diftinétly fpo-
ken, would pleafe ; which would thock if mut-
tered out by an awkward figure, with a fullen,
ferious countenance. The poets reprefent Venus
as attended by the three graces, to intimate that
even beauty will not do without. Minerva ought
to have three alfo; for, without them, learning
has few attractions,

1 if
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If we examine ourfelves ferioufly, why parti-
cular people pleafe and engage us, more than
others of equal merit, we thall always find that it
is becaufe the former have the graces, and the
latter not. I have known many a woman, with
‘an exact fhape, and a fymmetrical affemblage of
beautiful features, pleafe nobody ; while others,
with very moderate fhapes and features, have
-charmed every body. It is certain that Venus
will not charm fo much without her attendant
.graces, as they will without her. Among men,
“how often has the moft folid merit been negle&ted,
unwelcome, or even rejefted for want of them ?
while flimfy parts, little knowledge, and lefs me-
rit, introduced by the graces, have been received,
cherifhed, and admired.

How to acquire thefe graces, can neither be
defined or afcertained,  'We muft form ourfelves,
with regard to others, upon what we feel pleafes
us in them. Obferve every word, look, and
motion of thofe who are generally allowed to be
accomplifhed perfons. Take notice of their na-
tural and carelefs, but genteel air; their unems-
barrafled good-breeding.

The late Duke of Marlborough poffefled the
graces in the higheft degree, not to fay engrofled

them,



PAEAR AL s agsicl gy

them, and indeed he made the moft advantage
by them ; for I will venture to afcribe the better
half of the Duke of Marlborough’s greatnefs and
riches to thofe graces. He was exceedingly illi-
terate ; wrote bad Englifh, and fpelled it worfe :
he had no brilliancy of parts, nothing thining
in his genius. He had indeed an excellent good
- plain underftanding, with found judgment. But
thefe alone, perhaps, would not have raifed him
much higher than they found him ; which was, a
page to the queen of king James the fecond.
There the graces prote&ed and promoted him,
for when he was an enfign of the guards, the
Dutchefs of Cleveland, who was then the favo-
rite. miftrefs to king Charles the fecond, ftruck
by thefe very graces, gave him five thoufand
pounds; with which he bought an annuity of five
hundred pounds a year, which laid the foundation
of his {ubfequent fortune, His figure indeed was
beautiful; but his manner was irrefiftable. What-
ever court he went to, he conflantly prevailed,
and brought them into his meafures. He was
always cool ; and nobody ever obferved the leaft
variation in his countenance : he could refufe
more gracefully, than other people could grant ;
and thofe who were diflatisfied, as to the fub-'

j 1 ftance
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flance of their bufinefs, were yet perfonally charimn-
ed with him, and in fome degree compenfated by |
his manner. . With all his gentlenefs and grace~
fulnefs, no man was more confcious of his fitu~
ation, or maintained it with more dignity.
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PULE ASTTIRE

"ANY young people adopt pleafures, for
which they have not the leaft tafte, only
becaufe they are called by that name. They
often miftake fo totally, as to imagine that de=
bauchery is pleafure. Drunkennefs, which is
equally deftructive to body and mind, is certainly
a fine pleafure | Gaming, which draws us into a
thoufand fcrapes, leaves us pennylefs, and gives
us the air and manners of an outrageous madman,
1s another moft exquifite pleafure !

Pleafure is the rock which moft young people
Aplit upon ; they launch out with crowded fails in
queft of it, but without a compafs to direct their
cfourfe, or reafon fufficient to fteer the veflel;
therefore pain and fthame, inftead of pleafure, are

the returns of their voyage. :
A man of pleafure, in the vulgar acceptation
of that phrafe, means only a beaﬁly drunkard, an
abandoned
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abandoned rake, and a profligate fwearer: we
fhould weigh the prefent enjoyment of our plea~
fures, againft the unavoidable confequences of
them, and then let our own common fenfe deter«
mine the choice.

We may enjoy the pleafures of the table and
wine,. but ftop fhort of the pairs infeparably an-
nexed to an excefs in either. We may let other’
people do as they will, without formally and fen-
tentioudly rebuking them for it ; but we muft be
firmly refolved, not to deftroy our own faculties:
and conftitution, in compliance to thofe who have:
no regard to- their own. We may play to glvc
us pleafure, but not to give us pain: we may
play for trifles in mixed companies, to amufe:
ourfelves, and conform to cuftom. Good com-*
pany are not fond of ha\;ing a man reeling drunk
among them; nor is it agreeable to fee another
tearing his hair, and blafpheming, for having loft;,
at play, more than he is able to pay; or a rake,,
crippled by coarfe and infamous debauches. Thofe
who practife, and brag of thefe things, make no
part of good company; and are moft unwilling-
ly, if ever, admitted into it.. A real man of
fathion and pleafure,. obferves decency ;. at lhaﬁ,\
he neither borrows nor affe&s vices..

L2 We -
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We fhould be as attentive to our pleafures as
to our ftudies. In the latter, we fhould obferve.
and reflect upon all we read, and in the former,,
be watchful and attentive to every thing we fee.
and hear ; and let us never have it to fay, as fome.
fools do, of things that were faid and done before:
their faces. That « indeed they did not mind
them, becaufe they were thinking of fomething
elfe.” Why were they thinking of fomething
elfe ? Andif they were, why did they come there ?
Wherever we are, we fhould (as it is vulgarly
exprefled) have our ears and our eyes about us..
We fhould hiften to every thing that is faid, and.
fee every thing that is done. Let us obferve,,
without being thought obfervers ; for, othetwife,
people will be upon. their guard before us..

All gaming, field {ports, and fuch fort of amufe-.
ments, where neither the underftanding nor the.

fenfes have the leaft fhare, are frivolous, and the:
refources of little minds, who sither do not think,,
or do not love to think. But the pleafiires of a-
man of parts, either flatter the fenfes, or improve:

the mind.
 "Fhere are liberal. and illiberal pleafures; as,
well as liberal and illiberal arts. Sottith drun--
kennefs, indifcriminate gluttony, driving coaches,,
ruftie.
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ruftic fports, fuch.as fox-chafes, horfe-races,. &c.
are infinitely below the honeft and induftrious
profeflions of a taylor and a fhoemaker. .
~ The more we apply to bufinefs, the more we-
relifh our pleafures: the exercife of the mind in.
the morning, by ftudy, whets the appetite for the
pleafures of the evening,. as. the exercife of the
body whets the appetite for dinner. Bufinefs and.
pleafure, rightly underftood, mutually aflift each.
ather ; inftead of being enemies, as foolith or.
dull people often think them. We cannot tafte
pleafures truly, unlefs we earn them. by previous
bufinefs ;. and. few people do. bufinefs well, who.
do nothing elfe. But, when I fpeak of pleafures,
L always mean the elegant pleafures of a rational
being,. and not the brutal ones of a {wine..
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"B HE Poets require our attention and obfer~
vation.more than the profe authors; poetry,
being more out of the common way than profe
compofitions are,.  Poets have greater: liberties.
allowed them than profe writers, which.is called,
the Poetical Licence.  Horace fays, that.Poets and
' Painters
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Painters have an equal privilege of attempting
any thing.

Fi&tion, that is, invention, is faid to be the
foul of Poetry; for example, the Poets give life
to feveral inanimate things ; as for inftance, they
reprefent the paflions,, as love, fury, envy, &c.-
under human figures,, which figures are allegori=
cal ; that is, reprefent the qualities and effects of
thofe paffions. Thus the Poets reprefent love
as a little boy,, called Cupid, becaufe love is the
paflion of young people chiefly. He is reprefent-
ed likewife blind ; hecaufe love makes no diftinc-
tion, and takes away the judgment. He has a
bow and arrow, with which he is fuppofed to
wound people,. becaufe love gives pain; and he
has a pair of wings to fly with, becaufe love:
is changeable, and apt to fly from one object to
another. Fury likewife is reprefented under the
figures of three women, called the three furies ;
Ale&o, Megcera, and: Tifiphone.. They are
defcribed with. lighted torches or flambeaux in:
their hands ; becaufe rage and fury is for fetting
fire to- every thing. They are likewife drawn:
with ferpents. hiffing about their heads ; becaufe:
ferpents are poifonous and deftrutive animals..

Envy is defcribed as a woman,, melancholy, pale,
livid,,
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livid, and. pining; becaufe envious people are
never pleafed, but always repining at other peo-
ple’s happinefs 3 the is fuppofed. to feed on fer-
pents ; becaufe envious people only comfort them-
felves with the misfortunes of others. -

" Postital diction is more {ublime and lofty than
profe. Inverfe, things are feldom faid plainly and -
fimply, as one would fay them in profe ; but they
are defcribed and embellifhed, as for example ;
what we hear the watchman fay often in three
words, a cloudy morning, is faid thus in verfe, in

the tragedy of Cato.

¢ The dawn is overcaft, the morning lowers,
 And heavily in clouds brings on the day.”

This is poetical di&ion, which would be im-
proper in profe, though each word feparately may
be ufed in profe. ‘

Poetry abounds in metaphors, fimilies, and al-
legories. ‘The following copy of verfes of Mr.
Waller’s, is extremely poetical; and full of images.
It is to a lady who played upon the lute.

¢ Such moving founds from fuch a carelefs touch,

¢« So little the concern’d, and we {o much,

¢ The trembling {trings about her fingers croud,

“ And tell their joy to ev’ry kifs aloud.
' ¢« Smalk
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¢ Small force there needs to make them tremble fo,

¢ "Touch’d by that hand, who would not tremble too?

“ Here love takes ftand, and while fhe charms
the ear,

“ Empties his quiver on the lif’ning deer.

“ Mufic fo feftens and difarms the mind, -

“ That not one arrow can refiftance find.

"Thus the fair tyrant celebrates the prize,

“ And a&s herfelf the triumph of her eyes.

So, Nero once, with harp in hand, furvey’d

His flaming Rome, and as it burnt he played.””

Obferve all the poetical beauties of thefe verfes.
He fuppofes the founds of the ftrings, when fhe
touches them, to be the expreflion of their joy for

' kifing her fingers. Then he compares the
trembling of the firings to the trembling of
a lover, who is fuppofed to tremble with
joy and awe, when touched by the perfon he
loves. He reprefents love as ftanding by her, and
thooting his arrows at peeple’s hearts, while her
mufic foftens and difarms them. Then he con-
cludes with that fine fimile of Nero, a very cruel
Roman emperor, who fet Rome on fire, and
played on the harp all the while it was burning ;
for as love is reprefented by the Poets as fire and
flames, fo fhe, while people were burning for
love
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love of her, played, as Nero did while Rome,
which he had fet on fire, was burning. Thefe
verles are all long, or heroic verfes, that-is, of ten
fy]lables, or five feet.

Defcription is alfo a beautiful part of Poetry,
and much ufed by the beft Poets ; it is likewifs
called painting, becaufe it reprefents things in fo
lively and ftrong a manner, that we think we fee
them as in a picture.

The defcription of the houfe or dwelling of
rumour, that is, common report, from Ovid’s
‘Metamorphofes, is exceedingly beautiful. You
will there find all the particularities of rumour,
how immediately it fpreads itfelf every where,
how it adds falthoods to truth, how it impofes on
the vulgar; and how credulity, error, joy, and
fear, dwell with it, becaufe credulous people
believe lightly whatever they hear, and that all
people in general are inclined to believe what they
either with or fear much. You may obferve,
how quickly a piece of news fpreads itfelf all over
the town. How it is firft whifpered about, then
fpoken aloud. How almoft every body, that re-
peats it; adds fomething to it. How the vulgar,
that is, the ordinary people, believe it imme-
diately. And how other people give credit to it,

accordiny
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according as they wifh it true or not. Al this
you will find painted in the following lines.’

/

« Full in the midft of this created {pace,

¢« Betwixt heav’n, earth, and kaes, there ftands
a place,

¢« Confining on all three, with triple bound ;

« Whence all things, tho’ remote, are view’d
around : ‘

<« And thither bring their undulating found.

« The palace of loud fame, her {eat of pow’r,

« Plac’d on the fummit of a lofty tow’r ;

« A thoufand winding entries, long and wide,

« Receive of frefh reports a flowing tide.

« A thoufand crannies in the walls are made ;

¢« Nor gate, nor bars, exclude the bufy trade.

<« >Tis built of brafs, the better to diffufe

¢ The fpreading founds, and multiply the news :

% Where echoes in repeated echoes play,

« A mart for ever full, and open night and day.

« Nor filence is within, nor voice exprefs,

« But a deaf noife of founds, that never ceafe.

<« Confus’d, and chiding, like the hollow roar

“« Of tides, receding from th’ infulted fhore.

¢« Or like the broken thunder heard from far,

« When Jove at olﬁance drives the rolling war.
Seglhie
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% The courts are fill’d with a tumultous din
“ Of crouds, or iffuing forth, or entering in:
“ A thorough-fare of news: where fome devife
“ Things never heard, fome mingle truth with
lies ; '
¢« The troubled air with empty founds they beat,
“ Intent to hear, and eager to repeat.
“ Error fits breoding there, with added train
¢ ‘Of vain credulity, and joys as vain :
¢ Sufpicion, with fedition join’d, are near,
“ And rumours rais’d, and murmurs mix’d, and
panicifear.ss
¢« Fame fits aloft, and fees the fubje& ground,
¢ And feas about, and fkies above ; enquiring all

around.”?
GarTa’s Qvid.
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RAISE undeferved is the fevereft fatire and
abufe, and the moft effectual means of ex-
pofing the vices and follies of mankind. ‘This is
a figure of fpeech called irony, exprefling the
direct contrary of what you mean. If any one
were to compliment a notorious knave for his
K {ingulayr
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fingular honefty and probity, and an arrant block-

_head for his brilliant parts, every body would im-
-mediately difcover the fatire. When any one is
commended, he thould confider fairly, within
him{elf, ‘whether he deferves it or not, and if he
does not deferve it, he fhould remember that he
is abufed and laughed at, and endeavour to deferve
better for the future, that he may ceafe tc be a
fubjeé&t for irony. |

Praife undeferv’d is fatire in'.di‘fguif,e.

PR UVO Mo S RS

3 OT to perform our promife is a folly, a

dithonour and a crime. It is a folly, be-
caufe no one will rely on us afterwards; and it is
a difthonour and a crime, becaufe truth is the firft
duty of religion and morality : and whoever is not
poflefled of truth, cannot be fuppofed to have any
.one good quality, and muft be held in deteftation
by all good men.

RELIGION.
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RRORS and miftakes, however grofs, in:

matters of opinion, if they are fincere, are
to be pitied ; but not punifhed, nor laughed at;-
"The blindnefs of the underftanding is as much to
be pitied as the blindnefs of the eyes; and it is
neither laughable nor criminal for a man to lofe
his way in either cafe. Charity bids us endeavour .
to fet him right, by argumerits and perfuafions ;
but charity, at the fame time, forbids us either to
punith or ridicule his misfortune. KEvery man
feeks for truth, but- God only knows who has
found it. It is unjuft to perfecute, anc abfurd to:
ridicule people for their feveral opinions, which
they cannot help entertaining upon the conviction
of their reafon. It is he who tells, or alts a lye, .
that is guilty, and not he who honeftly and {in-
cerely believes the lye.

The objeét of all public worthips in the world
is the fame ;' it is that great eternal Being who
created every thing. The different manners of
worfhip are, by no means, fubjects of ridicule.
Each fe& thinks his own the beft ; and I know
no infallible judge in this world, to decide which
is the beft, :

K2 There
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There was a time when I thought it impoflible
for the moft honeft man in the world to be faved
-out of the pale of the.church of England ; not
confidering that matters of opinion do not depend
upon the will ; and that it is as natural; and as
allowable, that another perfon fhould differ in
opinion from me, as that I fhould differ from him.
If we are both fincere, we are both blamelefs,
and ought to have a mutual indulgence for each
other. \
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RHETORIC

A MAN who fpeaks and writes with elegancy
and - grace, who makes a good choice of
words, and adorns or embellithes the fubject,
upon which he either fpeaks or writes, will per=
fuade better, and more 'caﬁly fucceed in obtaining
~ what he withes, than one who does not clearly
‘C};pl::in himfelf, makes an ill choice of words,
or ufes low and vulgar expreflions ; and who has
neiter grace nor elegance in any thing he writes
or fuys. It is by Rhetoric that the art of {peak-

ingeloquently is taught.
Whatever language a perfon ufes, he fhould
fpeak it in its ‘greateft purity, and according ta
the
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the rules of grammar: nor is it fufficient that
we do not fpeak a language ill, we muft endeavour
to fpeak it well 3 for which purpofe, we fhould
read the beft authors with attention, and obferve
how people of fathion and education fpeak.
Common people, in general, fpeak ill; they
make ufe of inelegant and vulgar expreflions, .
which people of rank never do. In numbers
they frequently join the fingular and the plural-
together, and confound the mafculine with the
feminine gender, and feldom make choice of the-
proper tenfe, T'o-avoid all thefe faults,. we thould-
read with attention, and obferve the turn and
expreflions of the beft authors; nor fhould we:
pafs over a word we do not perfe@ly underftand,-
without fearching or enquiring for the exact
meaning of - it.. : :

It is faid, that a man muft be born a.poet; but-
it is in his power to mdke himfelf an orator :
for to be a poet requires a certain degree of:
ftrength and vivacity of mind ; but that attention, .
reading, and labour, are fufficient to form an:
orator, '
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ASTE, in its primary fignification, ﬁgniﬁés'
the tafte of the palate in eating or drinking,
but is metaphorically ufed for the judgment we
ferm of any art or fcience: to fay a man has a
good tafte in poetry, is to mean that he judges
well of poetry, and diftinguithes properly the
beauties and defects-of the compofition. To fay
-2 man has a good tafte in painting, is admitting
that he Is a good judge of piGtures.
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HOUGH we read to know other people’s
thoughts, yet *if we take them upon truft,
without examining them, and co;npafing them
with . eur own, it is really living upon other
.people’s feraps. - To know the thoughts of others
is certainly of ufe, becaufe they fuggeft thoughts
«to ourfelves, and affift s in forming 2 judgment ;
‘but to repeat them without-confidering ‘their pro~
jpriety, is the talent of a parrot or a player.

L IME;
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j IME is precious, life thort, and confequently
T not a {ingle moment fhould be loft. Sen-
fible men know how to make the moft of time,
and put out their whole fum either to intereft or
pleafure : they are never idle, but continually em-
ployed either in amufements or ftudy. It is a
univerfal maxim that idlenefs is the mother of
vice. Itis, however, certain that lazinefs is the
inheritance of feols, and that nothing can be fo
defpicable as a fluggard, Cato the Cenfor, a
a wife and virtuous Roman, ufed to fay, there
were but three actions of his life that he regretted.
‘The firft was, the having revealed a fecret to his
wife ; the fecond, that he had once gone by fea,
when he might have gone by land ; and the third,
the having pafled one day without doing any
thing. ;

~ We fhould always ‘be doing fomething, and
never lavith away f{o valuable a thing as Time
which, if once loft, can never be regained.

How little do we refle& on the ufe and value of
Time ! It is in every body’s mouth, but in a
few people’s practice, Every fool, who flatterns

' away
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- away his whole time in nothings, frequently utters
fome trite common-place fentence, to prove at-
once, the value and the fleetnefs of Time. The
fun-dials, all over Europe, have fome ingenious
infcription to that effect ; fo that nobody fquan—
ders away their Time, without freqnently hearing
and {eeing how neceflary it.is to employ it well ;
and how irrecoverable it is if loft. But all thefe
admonitions are ufelefs, when there is not a fund.
of good fenfe and reafon to fuggeft them, rather.
than receive them. '

A very covetous, fordid fellow, ufed to fay,.
&« Take care of the pence, for the pounds will
“ take care of themfelves.”” This was a juft
and fenfible refleion in a mifer. May we take
care of minutes; for hours will take care of
themfelves.

Be doing fomething or other. all day long ; and
not. neglect half-hours and quarters of hours,
which at the year’s end, amount to a great {fum.
For inftance : There are many thort intervals in
the day, between ftudies and pleafures:. inftead
of fitting idle and yawning, in thofe intervals,
fnatch up fome valuable book, and continue the
reading of that book till you have got through it ;
never burden your mind with more than one

thing
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thing at a time: and in reading this book do not
run over it fuperficially, but read every paffage
twice over, at leaft do not pafs on to a fecond,
till you- thoroughly underftand the firft, nor quit
the book till you are mafter of the fubje&; for
unlefs you do this, you may read it throﬁgh, and
not remember the contents of it for a week.

Whatever bufinefs you have, do it the firft
moment you can ; never by halves, but finifh it
without interruption, if poffible. Bufinefs mufk
not be fauntered and trifled with. The moft con-
venient feafon for bufinefs is the firft; but ftudy
_and bufinefs, in fome meafure, point out their own
times to a man of fenfe; time is much oftener
fquandered away in the wrong choice and im-
proper methods of amufement and pleafure.

Difpatch is the foul of bufinefs; and nothing
contributes more to difpatch than method. Lay
down a method for every thing, and ftick to it
inviolubly, as far as unexpeéted incidents may
allew. Fix one certain hour and day in the week
for your accounts, and keep them together in
their proper order; by which means they will
require very little time, and you can never be
much cheated, Whatever letters and papers you

keep, docket and tie them up in their refpeive
clafles,
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claffes, fo that you may inftantly have recouri® to
any one. Lay down a method alfo for your:
reading, for which you allot a certain fhare of
your mornings ; let it be in a confiftent and con--
fecutive courfe, and not in that defultory and im--
methodical manner, in which many people read.
fcraps of different authors, . upon different fubjets. .
Keep a ufeful and fhort common-place book of
what you read, to help your memory only, and.
not for- pedantic quotations.. Never read hiftory
without having maps, and a chronological book,
or tables, lying by you, and conftantly recurred
to; without which, hiftory is only a confufed
heap of fa&s..

You will fay, it may be, as many young people
would, that all this order and method is very
troublefome, only fit for dull people, and a difa-
greeable reftraint upon the noble fpirit and fire of
youth. I deny it; and aflert, on the contrary,.
that it will procure you both more time and more
tafte for your pleafures ; and,. fo far from being
troublefome to you, that, after you have purfued’
it a month, it would be troublefome to you to’
lay it afide. Bufinefs whets the appetite, and
gives a tafte for pleafures, as exercife does to-
food ;. and bufinefs can never be done without

i method :-
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- rmethod : it raifes the fpirits for pleafures; and a
Apeftacle, a ball, an affembly, will much more
denfibly affe& a man who has employed, than a
man who has loft, the preceding part of the day,

If, by accident, two or three hours are fomea
times wanting for fome ufeful purpofe, borrow
them from your fleep. - Six, or at moft feven
hours fleep is, for a conftancy, as much as you
or any body can want: more is only lazinefs and
dozing ; and is both unwholefome and ftupifying,
If, by chance, your bufinefs, or your pleafures,
thould keep you up till four or five o’clock in the
morning, rife exactly at your ufual time, that
you may not lofe the precious morning hours 3
and that the want of fleep may force you to go to
bed earlier the next night.

Above all things, guard againft frivoloufnefs,
"T'he frivolous mind is always bufied, but to little
purpofe ; it takes little obje@s for great ones,
and throws away upon trifles that time and atten=-
tion which only impertant things deferve. Knick-
knacks, butterflies, thells, infecs, &c. are the
objelts of their moft ferious refearches. They
contemplate the drefs, not the charatters, of the
company they keep. They attend more to the
decorations of a play, than to the fenfe of it 5 and

to
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to the ceremonies of a court, more than to its
politics. Such an employment of time is an °
abfolute lofs of 1t. : ;
Know the true value of time ; fnatch, feize,
and enjoy every moment of it. No idlenefs,
‘no lazinefs, no procraftination: never put off till
to-morrow what you can do to-day. That was
the rule of the famous and unfortunate Penfion-
ary De Witt; who, by flrictly following it,
found time not only to do the whole bufinefs of
the Republic, but to pafs his evenings at aflem=
blies and fuppers, as if .he had had nothing elfe to

do or think of.
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TRAVELLENG

...............
...........
........................

THOSE who, travel heedlefsly from place to

place, obferving only their diftance from
each other, and attending only to their accommo-
dation at the inn at night, fet out fools, and will
certainly return fo. Thofe who regard only the
raree thows of the places which they go through,
fuch as fteeples, clocks, town-houfes, &c. re-
ceive fo little improvement from their travels,

that they might as well ftay at home. But thole
~who
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who obferve, and enquire into the fituations, the
ftrength, the weaknefs, the trede, the manu-
faltures, the government, and conftitution of
every place they vifit; who frequent the beft
companies, and attend to their feveral manners
and characters ; thofe alone travel with advan-
tage: and as they fet out wife, return wifer,
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B E extremely on your guard againft vanity,

the common failing of inexperienced youth 3
but particularly againft that kind of vanity thae
dubs a2 man a coxcomb. It is not to be ima-
gined by how many different ways vanity defeats
its own purpofes. Some’ people, by deciding
peremptorily upon every fubjed, betray their 1g<
norance upon many, and fhew a difgufting pre
fumption upon the reft, Some flatter their Va-
nity, by little extraneous objects, which have
not the leaft relation to themfelves 5 fuch as bew
ing defcended from, related to, or acquainted
with people of diftinguithed merit, and eminent
chara&ters. They talk perpetually of their grand-
father fuch-a-one, their uncle fuch-a-one, and

L their
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their intimate friend, Mr. fuch-a-one, whom,
poffibly, they are hardly acquainted with. But
admitting it.all to be as they would have it, what
then ! Have they the more merit for thofe acci«
dents ? Certainly not. On the contrary, their
taking up adventitious, proves their want of in-
~ trinfic merit 3 a rich man never borrows. Take
this rule for granted, as a never-failing one,
"That you muft never feem to affe&t the chara&ter
in which you have a mind to fhine. -Modefty is
the only fure bait when you angle for praife.
‘The affeGation of courage will make even a brave
man pafs only for a bully; as the affeGtation of
wit will make a man of parts pafs for a coxcomb.
By this modefty I do not mean timidity, and
awkward bafhfulnefs. On the contrary, be in<
wardly firm and fteady, know your own value,
whatever it may be, and ac upon that principle 3
but: take great care to let nobody difcover that
you do know your own value.. Whatever real
merit you have, other people will difcover ; and
people always magnify their own difcoveries, as
they leflen thofe of others,

VICIOUS
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VICIOUS €COMPAN Y.

HE moral chara&er of a man fhould be not

only pure, but, like Czfar’s wife, unfuf-
pected.  The leaft fpeck, or blemith, upon it, is
fatal.. Nothing degrades and vilifies more, for
it excites and unites deteftation and contempt,
There are, however, wretches in the world pro-
fligate enough to explode all notions of moral
good and evil; to maintain that they are merely
local, and depend entirely upon the cuftoms and
fathions of different countries : nay, there are
ftill, if poflible, more unaccountable wretches ; I
mean, thofe who affe&t to preach and propagate
fuch abfurd and infamous notions, without belicv-
ing them themfelves. Avoid, as much as pofli~
ble, the company of fuch people, who refleét a
degree of difcredit and infamy upon all who con-
verfe with them. But as you may fometimes, by
accident, fall into fuch company, take great care
that no complaifance, no good humour, no warmth
of feftal mirth, ever make you feem even to ac-
quiefce, much lefs approve or applaud, fuch in-
famous doétrines. On the other hand, do not
debate, nor enter into ferious argument, upon a
fubject fo much below it: but content yourfelf
L 2 with
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with telling them, that you know they are net
ferious ; that you have a much better-opinion of
them, than they would have you have ; and that
};eu are very fure they would not pratife the
doctrine they preach. But put your private mark
upon fhem, and fhun them for ever afterwards.
"There is nothing fo delicate as 2 man’s moral
charater, and nothing which it is his intereft fo
much to preferve pure. Should he be fufpeGed
of injuftice, malignity, perfidy, lying, &c. all
the parts and knowledge in the world will never
procure him efteem, friendthip, or refpect. [
therefore, recommend to you a moft {fcrupulous
tendernefs for your moral ~charatter, and the
utmodt care not to fay or do the leaft thing that
may, ever fo {flichtly, taint it. Show yourfelf,
upon all occafions, the friend, but not the bully,
of virtue. Even Colonel Chartres (who was the
moft notorious rafcal in the world, and who had,
by all forts of crimes, amafled immenfe wealth)
fenfible of the difadvantage of a bad characler,
was once heard to fay, that * though he would
¢ not give one farthing for virtue, he would give
« ten thoufand pounds for a charadter ; becaufe
« he fhould get a hundred thoufand pounds by
“it.” Is it poflible, then, that an honeft man
3 can



VICIOUS COMPANY. 113

can neglet what a wife rogue would purchafe fo
dear ?

There is one of the vices above-mentioned,
into which people of good education, and, in the
main, of geod principles, fometimes fall, from
miftaken notions of fkill, dexterity, and felf-
defence ; I mean lying ; though it is infeparably
attended with more infamy and lofs than any other.
But as T have before given you my fentiments
very freely on this fubject ; I fhall, therefore,
conclude this head, with intreating you to be
ferupuloufly jealous of the purity of your moral
charalter, keep it immaculate, unblemithed, un-
fullied ; and it will be unfufpe@ed. Defamation
and calumny never attack where there is no weak
place ; they magnify but they do not create. )
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THE making verfes well is an agreeablen

talent ; for, as it is more difficult to €X',
prefs our thoughts in verfe than in profe, there-.
fore the being capable of doing it is more
glorious,

—~

L 3 VIRTUE
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VIRTUE is a {fubject which deferves your and

every man’s attention. It confifts in doing
good, and in fpeaking truth; the effe&s of it,
therefore, are advantageous to all mankind, and
-to one’s felf in particular.. Virtue makes us pity.
and relieve the misfortunes of mankind : it makes:
us promote juftice and good order in fociety ; and,
in general; contributes to whatever tends to the
(éal_good of mankind. T'o ourfelves it gives:
an  inward comfort and fatisfaCtion, which
nothing elfe can do, and which nothing can:
rob us of. All other advantages depend upon:
o,t;heré, as. much as upon ourfelves. - Riches,:
power, .and greatnefs, may be taken away from
us, byJ the violence and injuftice of others, or
by inevitable accidents ;. but virtue depends only
upon ourfelves, and nobody can take it away from
us. Sicknefs may deprive us of all the pleafures
of 'the body; but it ‘ecannot deprive us of our
virtue;, nor of the fatisfation which we feel from
it A virtuous man, under all the misfortunes
of life, fhill finds an inward comfort and fatif:
faction, which makes him happier than any wicked:
man can be with all the other advantages of life.

If
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If a man has acquired great power and riches-by
falfchood, injuftice, and oppreflion, he cannot
enjoy them ; becaufe his confcience will torment
him, and conftantly reproach him with the means
by which he got them. The ftings of his con-
fcience will not even let him fleep quietly ; but
he will dream of his crimes : and in the day-time,
when alone, and when he has time to think, he
will be uneafy and melancholy. He is afraid of
every thing ; for, ashe knows mankind muft hate
him, he has reafon to think they will hurt him if
they can. Whereas, if a virtuous man be ever
fo poor or unfortunate in the world, ftill his virtue
y"‘*«-:\iﬁ its own reward, and will comfort him under all
% affli¢tions. The quiet and fatisfation of his con-
B Bicnoe sk him chearful by day, and fleep found
of nights; he can be alone with pleafure, and is

not afraid of his own thoughts,

Virtue forces her way, and fhines through the
obfcurity of a retired life ; and fooner, or later,,
it always 15 rewarded. In the little town of Cures,
not far from Rome, lived Numa Pompilius, a man
greatly efteemed for his probity and juftice, and
who led a retired life, enjoying the fweets of
repofe in a country folitude. It was unanimoufly
agreed to chufe him king, and ambaffadors were

difpatched
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difpatched to notify to him his ele&ion. Inflead
of being dazzled at fo extraordinary and unex-
pefted an elevation, he ‘refufed ity and could
hardly be prevailed on to accept it by repeated
entreaties ; proving himfelf the more worthy of
that exalted dignity, by endeavouring to avoid it.

Lord Shaft{bury fays, that he would be virtuous
for his own fake, though nobody were to know
it ; as he would be clean for his own fake, though
nobody were to fee him,
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