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P R E F A C E. 

Containing an Account of tbe Earl a/ 
Chefi:erfield's Progrefi in Letters 
and Politenefs. · 

T HE virtues and talents of the Earl of 
_ Chefrerfield, were equally confpicuous; 

his accornplifhments were unrivalled ; and 
his fituations were thofe, which are of moft 
importance to the welfare of thefe kingdoms 

0 

A Briti!h Sen~tor; a foreign Envoy_; a Se
cretary of ~tate; a Lord Lieutenantof Ire
land ; a private nobleman; a fcholar; a 

, man of tafte, and a man of fafhion, are cha-
A . racler-s 
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ratters which he filled with equal eafe, pro

priety and dignity. At once the 1nan of 

genius, bu!inefs, and elegance, he truly 

deferved that epithet, of which he was fo 

fond, and which h_e fo often repeats in his 

letters to hi.s .Son, CJ'iJe all-accomplijhed Gen-. 
·11eman. 

Philip Dormer Stanhope, Earl of Chef

te~field, was born on the twenty-fecond 

day of September, 1695. His father 

Philip, tl~e third Earl of Chefrerfield, was 

defcended, by his mother, frmn the family 
of Caernarvon; hence the name Dormer, 

and }1is own m?ther, Lady Elizabeth Sa

v~le, was daughter and coheir to George, 

M,arquis of I-lalifax. 

But that Lady not living long enough to 

to take the charge of the education of her 
children, and the eldefr fon being rather 

1negle~ed by his father, was taken care of 
by 
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by his grandmother, Lady Halifax, who 

proved every way equal to this important 

ta!k. 

It does not appear that he was fen t to 

any public fchqol. His fentiments, man

nerSj and tafl:e, were all formed upon the 

model he found at home ; and the beft 

mafl:ers were chofen to render his accom

pli!hments fuitable to his birth. 

His natural livelinefs was in the begin

ning of his life, accompanied with forr:e· 

degree of warmth. I-Ie was rather impa

tient of contradiction, and is reported to 

have been fomewhat paffionate. This dif- -

pofition, fo improper for a ftatefman, was. 

happily corretled by an incident. S0111e-

,I 

thing, which efcaped him in a fit of anger , 

when he was young, gave him fo 111uch un~ 

eafinefs afterwards, that from that tim~ he 

refol ved to. watch over himfelf, and to en-
A 2_ deav.out· 
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<leavour to curb the impetuofity of his 
t~per. This he was happy enough to 
fucceed in, and during the remainder of 
his life he was never known to be dif
co1npofed by any emotion of })is n1ind. 

His fa1nily haq diftinguiihed itfelf in 
the caufe of King Charles I -It had been 
inftrumental in bringing about the refto
ration ; and his grandfather had enjoyed fe
veral pofts of honour under King Charles 
the Second, but he had happily renounced 
all com111unication with the court, a con
fiderable time before the revolution: the 
road to political eminence was therefore 
open~ 

The licentioufnefs of the Cava1 iers, and 
the fanctified rudenefs of the Puritans, had 
now both received fome polifh. A good 
tafte in letters was beginning to dawn. 
I .. earning was the faihion, and the chief 
nobility encouraged it, equally by exan1-

p-le 
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ple and patronage. It was not difho

nourable for a nobleman to be a fcholar. 

Young Stanhope was foon an expert one,. 

and, as he fays of himfelf, fomewhat of 

apedant. 

cc My claffical enthnfiafrn,." fays he,. 

~, was my firft prejudice. I received it. 

" from the books I read, and the mafters· 

" who explained them to me.. I was con

e' vinced there had been no comrr1on fenfe, 

-cc or common honefty in the world, for 

" thefe lafl fifteen hundred years; but 

"' that they were totally extinguifhed with: 

<:-' the ancient Greek and Ron1~n govern~ 

" 111ents. I--Ion1er and Virgil could have~ 

cc no faults, hecaufe they were ancient;, 

" Milton and Taffo co11lcl hav~ no, n1erit,, 

~'- becaufe they were modern.,,. 

A 3 ThiSJ' 
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This was the fault of the age; but hi·1. 

lordfhip's mind was too liberal t0 be long. 

, fettered by fuch a prej,udice. 

" But I have now difcovered:,:'~ conn-, 

nues he, " that nature was the fame three 

" thoufand yea~s ago,. as it ' is at prefent; 

" that men were but 1nen then., as well as. 

" now; that modes and cuftoms vary often, 

" but that human nature i"s a}ways the 

" fame. And I can no more fuppofe, that. 

'' men were better, braver, and wifer, fif..: 
<11 teen hundred,. or three thoufand years 

" ago,, than I can fuppofe that · the ani

'"' ma1's and vegetables. w.er.e · better then. 

H· than they are now .. " · 

" t h-ad/,. continued· he, « a ihong cfe

"' fire- t0,- pleafe, and' .was fenfible that f 
'"' hacr 1;1othing but the- defire. I- there

« fore refolved·, . if poffible-, to acquire the 

,.c means. top~ l iludied attentiv..e1y and' 

minutdy;'.)_, 
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cc minutely, the drefs, the air, the manner.,. 

" the addrefs, and the turn (i)f converfa
t, tion, of all thofe whom I found to be 

" the people in faihion, and moft gene
" rally allowed to pleafe. I imitated them. 
cc as well as I could : if I heard that one 

cc · man wa-£ reckoned remarkably gen

" teel, I carefully watched his-drefs.) mo

"' tions, a11d attitudes, and formed mJ. 
(( own upoR then1.. And when I heard. 

" · of another, whofo converfation was. 
c.c agreeable and engaging.> I lifhmed and, 

"' attended to the turn of it .. 

« By there means, and· with _a paffionate 

'"- defirn of pleafing every body, I came by.

u degrees to pleafe fome ;. and,., what litth~· 

'" figure r have made in the world, has.. 
u been- much more owing to- that paf

" · fionate de.fire 1 had · of pleafing unive.r

H , fally.,_. thM to any intr.infic ment, . or-
found; 

, .. 
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" found knowledge I might ever have been 

H mafter of.'·' 

In another place he fays " J?oes not 

cc good natllre incline us to pkafe all 

'' thofe we converfe with, of whatever 

" rank or ftation they rnay be ? And does

" not good fen fe, and cornmon obferva

" tion, fuew of what infinite ufe it is to

cc pleafe ? fr 1nay perhaps be faid by fome 

" that we may pleafe, by the good -quali

" ties of the heart, and the knowledge of 

"' the head, without that fa,:ibionable ~ir,. 

" addrefs and manner, which is mere tin

" fel. I deny it. A man 1nay be efreemed 

c:, and refpecl:ed, but I defy hirn to pleafe 

' ' ·without them."· 

This. defire of pleafing foon procured 

him, as he himfelf informs lls,. a confider

able eminence in the polite world. His 

own words only can do juftic_e to his fen

tunents.. '' Vanity,'' fays he,. or ca11 ·it by 

'" a. gentler 



P R E F A C E. 

u a gentler name, the de.fire of adinira

c, tion and applaufe, is, perhaps, the 1noft 

'' uni verfal principle of human actions; I 

" do not fay it is the beft; and I will 

" own, that it is fometimes the caufe of 

" both foolifh and criminal effects. But 

" it is fo much oftener the principle of 

cc right things, that though they ought 

c-c to have a better, yet, confidering hu .. 

" · man nature, that principle is to be en

" couraged and cheriihed, in confideration 

" of its effects. Where that defire is 

" wantrng, we are apt to be indifferent, 

,: liftlefs, indolent, and inert; we do not 

" exert our powers ; and, we appear to 

" be as much below ourfelves, as the 

" vaineCT: tnan living can defire to appear 

" above what he really is." 

" I began the world,'' continued he, 

" not with a. ~bare defire,, but with an in

" fati:abl~ 
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" fatiable thirfl of popularity, and ap
e, plaufe. If this made me do fome filly 
" things, on one hand, it 1nade me, on 

" the other hand, do a1moft all the right 
" things th:1t I did~ it rnade me attentive 
" and civil to the w01nen I diQiked, and 
" to the 1nen I def pi fed, in hopes of the 

'' app1aufe of both; though I neither de

" fired, nor would I have accepted the fa
" vours of the one, nor the friendilii p of 

'' the other. 

" I always drtlfed, looked, and talked 

" ~ my beft; and, I own, was overjoyed 

" whenever I perceived, that by all three, 
cc or by one of them, the con1pany was 

''" pleafed with me. 

cc In company with rnen, I always en ... 

" deavoured to outibine, or, at leaft, if 
cc poffible, to equa) the moft fhining man 

" 1n it. This defire elicited whc1tever 

'' powers 
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tee powers I had to gratify it; and where I 
" could no[ perhaps fhine in the firft, ena
cc bled me, at leaft, to .fhine in a fecond 
cc or third fphere. By thefe means I foon 
" grew in fafhion; and when a man is 
" once in fafhion, all he does is right." 

His Lordfhip, throughout his epi/1:olary 
corref pondence with his fon, principally 
dwells upon the art of pleafing, which is 
indeed an effential ingredient to conduct 
us agreeably through life. I !hall only 
quote one paifage more from his excellent 
letters, and then I fhall have done. " With 
" the 1T1en," fays he, " I was a Proteus., and 

,cc _ aif urned , every ihape, in order to p1eafe 
'' them all : a1nong the gay, I was the 
cc gayeCT:; among the grave, the graveft; 
" and I never omitted the leaft attentions 
cc of good-breeding;, or the leaft offices of 
c, friendfhip, that could either pleafe, or 
« attach them to me; and accordingly, 

" I was 



~ii P R E F A C E. 

" I was foon connected with all the men 
" of any fafhion or figure in town.,, 

His Lordihip's words, which I have ci 
ted will eyidently £hew, that the in

ftru~ions given in the following fheets, 

are fuch as he put in praB:'ice with CilX• 

-traordinary f uccefs. 

IJORD· 



LORD CHESTER FIE L D's 

M A X I M 

A B S E N T M A N.· 

W HAT is callea an Abfent Man, is gene• 
rally either a very weak, or a very affec

ted man ; he is, however, a very difagreeable 

man in .company. He is defective in all the 

common 0ffices of civility ; he feems not to 

knqw thofe -people to-day, with whom he was .. 

yefierday very intimate. ·He does n~t enter into 

the general converfation, but breaks into it, from 

time to time, with fome 11:arts of his own, as if 

he waked from a dream. This is a (ure indication, 

either of a mind fo weak that it cannot bear above 

one object at a time ; or fo affected, that it would 

B be 



:2 A-BS ENT MAN. 

be fuppofed to be wholly ingroifed by fome very 
great and important objects. Sir Ifaac Newton1> 
Mr. Locke, and perhaps ·five or fix more fince 

the creation, may have had a right to abfence, 

- from the intenfe thought their .invefiigations re~ 

quired. 

I would rather be in company with a dead man, 
than with an abfent one ; for if the dea<l man 

.affords no pleafure, at leafi he ihows me no con
tempt; whereas the abfent man, very plainly, 
_though filently, tells me that he does not think 
me worth his attention. Befides, an abfent man 

can never make any ob.fervations upon the cha
racters, cufioms, and manners of the company:. 
He may be in the befi comp:rn1es all his life

time, ( if they will admit him) and never become 
the wifer : we may as well converfe with a deaf 
man, as an abfent one. It is indeed a pnctical 

-blunder to addrefs ourfelves to a man, who, we 
plainly perc~ive, neither hears, minds, nor under

frands us. 

No man is in any degree fit for either bufi

nefs or converfation, who does not command his 

attention to the prefent object, be it what it will. 
When I fee a man abfent in mind, I choofe to 

be abfent in bo~y; for it is almoft impoffible for 

me 
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me to {by in the room, as I cannot fi:and mn 

attention and awkwardnefs.-

The abfent man feems wr8.pped up in thought) 

and poffibly does not think at all : he does not 

know his mofi intimate ;icquaintance by fight, 

or ant wers them as if he were at crofs purpofes 

He leaves his hat in one roor:n, his cane in another,. 

and would probably leave his {hoes in a third, ic 

his buckles, though awry, did not fave them. 

Every inattentive awkward man, ict his real 

merit and knowledge be ever fo great, muft be 

extremely difagreeable in company. 

ADDRESS. 

ADD RES S is fo material a qualification., 

that :i. man's fortune is frequently decided 

by it. If it is pJeafing, people are involuntarily 

perfuaded he has merit, which poffibly he has not; 

on the contrary, if it be awkward, they are equal

ly prejudiced again-ft him. The worft bred man 

in Europe, iliould a lady drop her fan, or her 

glove,. would certainly take it up, and give it to · 

her. The be.ft bred man in Europe could do no 

more. The difference would be, the former 

vvould dif guH us by his awkwardnefs, while the 

B 2 . latter 
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latter would gain applaufe by his graceful-manner 
of prefonting it. 

The carriage of a gentleman.fhould be genteel, 
an<l his motions graceful. He fhould -be particu
larly careful of his manner and addrefs, when he 
prefents himfelf in company.. Let them be re.
fpectful without meannefs, . eafy without too much 
familiarity, genteel without a.ffeB:ati0n, . and infi .. 
nuating without any feeming ar.t or deiign •. 

A D VI c· E .. 
1\ D V IC E is feldom wekom , and thofe 

L--i. who w nt it the moft, always like it: tlic 
lenfr. 

A M B I TI o- N. 

T HE behig dd1rnqs of furpaffing others in 
mcd t and learning} is a very_ laudable am 

bi tion ; but the v;ifhing to out-fh ine others II~ 

r.ank, in expcnce, in clothes,; and in equipage, 
is fi lly_ an d ridicul ous. 

T he an:lbi tion of a man of fenfe and honour, is 
to be difl inguifhed by a character and reputation 
of knowledge, truth, and virtue ; things which 

ar 
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are not to be purchafed, and are to be acquired 

only by a good head and an hone:fl: heart. 

ATTENTION, 

W E ihould always be attentive to what we 

are about. 

It is a certain fign of a little mind, to be doing 

one thing, and at the fame time to be either think

ing of another, or not thinking at all. 

"\-Vithout attention, in reading, it is impoffible 

to remember; and without remembering, it is 

time and labour lofr to learn. 

Parts and quicknefs, though highly neceffary, 

are not alone f ufficient; attention and application 

are required to complete the bufinefs ; and ooth 

together produce great things. 

There is no furer fign in the world of a little · 

weak mind, than inattention. Whatever is worth 

doing at all is wruth doing well; and it is impoffi.

ble to do any thing well without attention. It is 

the fure fign of a fool, when you afk him about any 

thing that was faid or done, where he was pre

fent that, "Truly he did not mind it." A fenfibl~ , 

man hears, fees, and retains every thing that paffes , 

where he is. 

\Ve ihould not only mind what people fay, but 

B3 how 
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how they fay it; a-nd if we have any fagaci.ty, ~ 
may difcover more truth . by, ou.r eyes than bf 
our ears. reople may fay what they will, but 
they cannot look j ufi: as they pleafe ; , and their 
looks freql:lently difcover what their words are 
calculated -to conceal. It ·is proper, therefore:1}to 
obferve :people'sJooks carefully., when they fpeak . 
to us or to each other. It may, be gudfed by peo
ple's faces, , what they are faying, thougp you , 
cannot hear a fingle word. The knowl~?ge of 
the world~ which is the moff material ·knowledg~ · 
of all, is never to be acq1:1ired - without great at
tention. Certain .forms, which all p_eople com::. 
ply with, and ·certain arts; whi.ch all people aim -
at, in fome degree conceal - the truth, and give a·~ 
generarexterior refemb1ance to almofi: . every body. 
Attention and fagacity muff fee throug_h the veil; , 
~nd ... di'fcover tlie naturaI character. 

Any man of common underftand-ing may, by_ 
proper cuTture, care,. attention, and labour, make 
himfelf whatever he pleafes, except a: ·good poet; . 
Ancient and modern hiftory are, by attention, , 
eafi}y attainable. Geography and ·chronology; the 
fame ; none of them requiring much genius or 
invention. Spea-king and-· writing clearly, cor-· 
1·ect1y, and with eafe and grace,. are certainly_ to , 

be, 
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l:le acquired, by carefully reading the befi authors, 

and by attention· to the befi living models. 

However frivolous a company may be, 11:ill, 

while you are among them, do not by your in ... 

attention, fhew them that you think them fo. 

There is nothing that people bear more impati

ently, or forgive Iefs, than . contempt; and an 

injury is much fooner- forgotten -than an infult. If 

a perfon would ra-ther- p.leafe than offend, 

rather be well than ill fpoke.n of, , rather be 

efieemed than hated; . he fhould remember 

to have tha.t confrant attention about him, 

which flatters every man's little vanity ; and the 

want of which, , by mortifying_ his pride, never 

fails to excite his re~entment, _ or at leafi his ill 

will~ For, infi-ance, mofl: people have their weak

neffes ; they have their averfrons or their likings 

to fuch or foch things : if we were to laugh at a 

man for his averfion. to a cat or, cheefe (which are 

common antipathies} or, by inattention, orneg

ligence, to -let them corne in his way ';vhere he 

could prevent it ;. he would, . in the firfr cafe, 

think himfolf inf ulte<l ; aod, in the fecond, Dight-

ed; an<l would remember both. But, on the other; 

hand, our care to procure for him what he likes, 

and to remove from him what he diflikes, iliews 

him, 
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him, that he is, at leafr, an object of_ our atten
tion, flatters his vanity, and perhaps makes him 
more your friend, than a ~ore important fervice 
would have done. 

The more trifling thefe things, the more they 
prove your attention for the perfon, and are con
fequently the more engaging. Confult your own 
breafr, and recollect how thefe little attentions, 
when !hewn you by others, flatter that degree 
of felf love and vanity, from . which- no man 

living is free.-RefleB: how they incline and attract 
' you to that perfon, and how favourably you are 

afterwards apt to think of every thing that perfon 
fays or does. The fame caufes will have · the 
fame effeB:s in your favour ... 

A man is not fit for either bufin_efs or pleafure, 

who either cannot, or does not, . command and di
reB: his attention to the prefent object, and, in 
fome degree, baniili all other objects from his 
thoughts. If at a ball, a fupper, or a party of 
pleafure, a man were to be folving in his own 
mind, a problem in Euclid, he would be a very· 
bad companion, and make a very poor figure in 
that company ; or if, in frudying a problem in his 
clofet, he were to think of a minuet, he would 

certainly make a very poor mathematician. In 

the 
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the- courfe of the day, there is time enough for 

every thing, if you do but one thing at once ; but 

there i3 not time enoughjn the year, if you do all 

t-hi.ngs at a time. 

A W K W A R D· N E- S S. 

H O W E V E R trifling a genteel manner m'el'j 

found,. it is of importance towards pleafing 

in private life. Many a man from his awkward. 

nefs has created fuch. a <li!like to him at firil, 

that a confiderable degree of merit could not af
terwards remove, whereas a genteel manner al
ways prepoffefres people in our favour. Awk
wardnefs proceeds eithec from not having kept 
good company, .. or fr.om not having. attended to it. 
'\Vhen an awkward fellow firft. comes into - a 
room, it is highly probable that his fword gets 

between his leg~, and throws him down. 

,vhen he has recovered this accident,: he 
places himfcl f in the very part. of the ·oom 

where he {hould not : there Rerhaps he · drops his 
hat, an<l in taking it up again, throws down his 

cane ; in recovering his cane, his hat falls a fec;ond. 
time, fo that he is a qµarter of an hour before he/ 
has adjufied himfelf. If he drinks tea, or coffee, 
he certainly fcalds his mouth,. and lets either. the 

cup.,~-
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cup, or faucer fall. At dinner his awkwardnefs 
difiinguiilies itfelf part icularly~ as he has more to 
do; there he hold s his knife, fork, and fpoon, 
differently from other people, eats with his knife, . 
to the great danger of h1s mouth, picks his teeth 
w ith his fork, and puts his fpoo n, which h:-i.s been 
in his throat twenty times, into the diihes again. 
If he is to carvt> he can never hit the joint, but 
in hi- v;;:.in efforts to cut through the bone, feat-· 
ters the fauce in every body's face : he generally 
daubs himfelf with foup and greafe, though his 
napkin. his commonly firuck through a button 
hole, and tickles his chin. vV"r1en he (hin 1-..s, he 
in~allibly coughs in his glafs, anJ b::fpr inkles the 

_ company. Befides this, he bas {hangc tricks 
and gefiures, fuch as fnuffing v1' his nofe, mak
ing faces, putting his fingers in his nofr, or 
blowing it, and looking at his handkerchief, fo as 
to make the comp;;i.ny ficlc; his hands are trouble-
fome to him when he has not fometbing in t1-em, 
and he <loes not know where to put them, but 
they are in perpetual motion between his bofom 
and his breeches ; he does not wear his clothes, 
and in fhoi- t does nothing like other people. 
Though all this is not in any degree criminal, yet 
'.tis highly difagreeable, and ridiculous in company, 

and 
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;and ought mofr carefµllyto be avoided by whoever 

,defi.res to pleafe. 

There is alfo an awkwardnefs of expreffion and 

-words, mofr carefully to be avoided, fuch as falfe 

Englifh, bad pronunciation, old fayings, and com

mon place proverbs, which are f o many proofs of 

having k·ept bad and low company; for example, 

if inftead of faying that " people have different _ 

" tafi:es, and that almofl: every man has one pe-

·-'' culiar to himfelf," you iliould let off a proverb, 

and fay, "that what is one man's meat, is another 

.man's poifon," or elfe, " every one as they like, 

as the old man faia to his cow," every body 

would be perfuaded that you had never ke~t com

_pany with any one above footmen and houfemaids. 

The voice and manner of fpeaking are alfo to be 
attended to; there are fome who hardly open their 

mouths when they [peak, and mutter in Cuch a 

manner that they are not to be u11derfi:ood : others . 

are too voluble, and (putter, and are equally 

difficult to be underfiood : fome always fpeak fo 
loud, that you would imagine they were talk ing 

to deaf people ; and others fa extreme! y low., that 

they are hardly to be heard. There is likewife 

_an awkwardnefs of lhe mind, which ought, and 

,may eafily be avoided:· fo.r example, to mifrake 

o.r 
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or ·forget names; to fpeak of l\!Ir. What's 
his-name, Mr. What-d'ye -call-him, or Mrs . 
Thing.um, is .exceffively awkward and ill-• 
br.ed. To call people ·by :improper names ; t<:> 
begin a frory or narration in which y0u are imper·· 
fe.tr, and unable to finiih, but obliged to make 
an. apology by faying you have forgot the remain
der, is very bungling and difagreeable. If -we are 
not exatr, clear, and perfpicuous in what we fay ; 
infread of entertaining or informing others, we 
only tire and puzzle them. All thefe awkward 
a.o<l dif~gr.eeable habits are to be a,voided with at
tention : they ar.e the difiingui{hing marks of the 
ordinary people, whofe .education ha~ been neglec
ted. It is not to be conceived how necdfary it is 
to .obierY.e all .thefe little particulars .. 

B A S H F U L N E S S. 

THE RE is .a very material difference be-
tween modefty nnd an awkward bafhfulnefs, 

which is as ridiculous as true modefty is commend· 
able : it is as abfurd to be a fimpleton as to. be , 
an impudent fell(;)w; and we make ourfelves con-

temptible 
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temptible . if we cannot ,come !nto a room and 
fpeak to peop1e without being out of countenance> 
or without emharaffinent. A man who is really 
<;liffident, timid, and bailiful, be his merit what 
it will, never can pufh himfelf in the world, his 
d~pendency throws him into inaction, and the 
forward, the bu:fl:ling, and the prefumptuous will 
always precede him; the manner makes the whole 
_difference; what would be impudence in one 
would only be a proper and decent affl!l.rance in ' 
another. A man Gf fenffl and of knowledge of 
the world will affert his own rights, and purfue 
his own objeB:s as fieadily and intrepidly as the 
moil: impudent man living, and commonly more 
fo~ but then he has art enough to give an outward· 
air of modefiy to all he does. This engages and 
prevails, whilfr the very fame things are offenfiv-e 
from the overbearing or impudent mann~r -of d0-
ing them. 

A mean fellow is a!hamed and embarrafied 
when he comes into company, .is di.fcm1ce-rte<l 
when f_poken to, anfwers with .difficulty, and <loes 
not know how to .difpofe of his hands : .but a gen
tleman who is acquainted with the world, appears · 
in company with a graceful and pr<;)per affurance, · 
aµ.d is perrecl:ly eafy and unembarra!fed. 'I'his · 

C IS 
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tis called Good Breeding ; a mofr important 
knowledge in the inte:rcourfe of life.. A man of 
.a gentleman-like behaviour, though of infer.ior 
parts, is better received than a man of fuperior 
.abilities, who is unacquain-t:ea with the world. 
~odeity, and a polite, ea-fy affurance, :fhould be 
1united. 

Bafhfulnefs is the difl:inguiiliing character of an 
Engli{h booby, who appea,rs frightened out of 
his wits .if people of fafhion f peak to him, and 
blulhes and ihmmers, without being able to give 
a proper anfwer ; by which means he becomes 
,truly ridiculous from the _groundJefs fear of being 
laughed at~ But a real well-br~d man would 
{peak to .a king with as little concern as to a pea
fant. T .o be ciwi1 with eafe is the way to be well 
received in company; to be rude and ill-bred is 
intoler.a.ble ; and to be bailiful is to be ridiculous. 

Eng)iilimen who travel, ·choofe to converfe 
only with each other, and confequently know no 
more when they retun1 to England, than they 
.qid when they left ,it. This proceeds from a 
Mauvaife honle, or bafhfolnefs, which makes them 
nfhamed of going into company ; and frequently 
from their · too great ignorance in the F rench 
language) to enable them to bear a part in it. 

When 
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'\,Vhen we avoid fingularity, what iliould we be· 

a-!hamed of? And why fhould not we go into a 

mixed company, with as mu.ch eafe, and as little 

concern, as we would go into our own room ; 

vice and ignorance are the only things we ought 

to be a!hamed of; while we keep clear of them, 

we may venture any where without fear or con

cern. Some, indeed,, from feeling the pain and 

inconveniences of ba!hf ulnefs,.. have ru{hed into 

the other extreme, and turned impudent; as, 

cowards fometimes grow defperate from excefs of 

danger ; but this is eqJ.Iall-y toi be avoided, there.. 

being nothing more generally !hocking than im

pudence. The medium between, thefe two ex-

tremes points out the well-bred man; who always 

feels himfelf firm and eafy in all companies; who, 

is mo<lefi without being_ bailiful, .. and fieady with-

out being impudent. 

People Gf a low education· cannot ffand the · 

rays of greatnefs . They are frightened out of · 

their ·wits when kings and g~eat men fpe;:i.k - to-· 

them; they are awkward, . ailiamed · and· know' 

not how to anfwer; whereas men of good breed

ing are not dazzled by- fuperior rank; they pay 

all the ·efpect that is due to it, withouL being . 

d.ifconccrted ; and can con verfe as eafil y_ with a 

G 2 king 
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king as with any one of his fubjelts. This is 
the great advantage of being introduced young 
into good company, anJ of converfing with our 
fuperiors-. A well bred man will converfe with 
his inferiors, without infolence, -and with hi:, fu
,ieriors with re·fpel'c, and with eafe. 

C O M P A· N Y. 
TO keep good company, efpecially at our 

firfr fetting out, is the way to receive good 
impreffions. Good company is not what refpec~ 
'tive fcts of good company are pleafed either to call 
or think themfelves. It confrfts chieRy (though 
not wholly) of people of confiderable birth, rank, 
and character: for people of neither birth nor 
rank, are frequently, and very ju:ftly admitted 
into it, if clifringuifhed by any peculiar merit, or 
eminency in any liberal art or fcience. So motly 
a thing is good company, that many peopie, with
out b;rth, rank, or merit, intrude into it by their 
own forwardnefs, and others get into it by the 
protection of fame confiderable perfon. In this 
fafhionable good company, the befr manners and 
t-he purefr language is mofl: unquefiionably to be 
learnt, for they eftabli{h -and ~i ve the ton to both, 

which 
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Which are called the language and manners of 

good company; neither of them being afcertained 

by any legal tribunal. 

A company of people of the' firff quality, can

not be called good company in the common ac

ceptation .of the .phi:afe, -unlefs they are the fafhion

able and accredited -company of. the p_lace•; for 

p:eop-le of. the fuft . q1;1ality can . be .as filly, as ill

bred, . and. as worthlefs, . as p_eople of the meane!l: 

degree,. And a, compp.ny, conG.fiing wholly - of 

people of very low condition, ., whatever-their -me

rit or. talents may; be, C-fln . never. be cal.led good . 

comp_any_; and therefore . iliou,l-<l- not be much fre-_ 

q1,1ented, though by no means defpifed . . 

A .company_ wholly_. comp_ofed of learned · men, , 

though g~eatly_ to be refp_ecl:ed,.-, is not , meant -by : 

the words good company_; they_ cannot . have- the : 

eaf y_. and 'p_oliihed manners . of. the, world, , as · they 

do not -live, in it •. If-we can bear ·our parts ·well , 

im fuch • a. comp;i.ny, . it wil.l be p;roper to be jn it 

fometimes, ,and,. we !hall . be more efieemed- in. 

other :comp,anies for havi~g-a pJace in that,, 

A .comp_any .confifring wholly_ of ·pr0feffed --wits · 

and ppets, is very inviting __ to , yom~g men.; ; who 

are ·p1eafed with it, _if they have wit themfelves _; , 

and-if they_ have none, ai:e· fool.ifhly proud -of bei.ng 

C. 3; one' 
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one of it. But foch companies iliould be fre.: 
quented with moderation and judgment. A wit 
is a very unpopular denomination, as· it carries 
terror a_long with it; and' people are as much 
afraid of a. wit, in. company, as a· woman is of" a 
g_un, which ilie fuppofes may go off"of itfelf, ancf 
do her a mifchief: Their acquaintance, however, 
is worth· feeking., and their company worth fre
:G_uenting; but not exclufively of" others, nor to 
fuch a degree as to be confidered· only as one of. 
that particular fet. 

The comP,any which we iliou1i:l mofr carefully 
-avoid; is that low company, . which, . in every 
fenfe of the word, is low indeed·;- low in rank, 
·1ow in :garts,_ low in manners, an<l fow in merit._ 
Vanity, that fource of many of our follies, and· 
of fome of our crimes, has funR. many a man into 
cwmpany; ir1 every light infinitely below him, for 
ihe fake of being the fufl: man in it. 'There he 
.IiB:ates, is applauded,_ and· admired-: but he foon 
ili fgraces himfelf, and difqualifies himfelf for any 
b,etter. company. It is a certain fact, that we 
!hall fink or rif~ to the level of the · compan:y: 
which we commonly keep • 

.Having thus pointed out what company you 
fuould ~void, and what company you !oould affo,. 

~jat~ 
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~iate with, I lha11 next Jay down a few rules for 
behaviour in company. 

Whe n a young· marr, new in the world, fir.fl: 
gets into company, he determines to conform to, 
and imitate it. But he too· often mifiakes the 

obje a of his imitation. He- has frequently heard 

the abfor d term of genteel· and fa!hionable vices·~ 

He there obferves fome people who fhine, and 
who in general are admired and dl:eeme<l ; and 
perceives that thefe people are rakes, drunkards, 

or gamefters : he therefore adopts their vices, 

miftaking t heir defecrs for their perfecl:ions, and 

imagini ng that they owe their fa!hion and then 

luftre to thefe genteel vices. Hut it is exaB:J y the 

reverie ; for thefe people have acquired their re
putation by their parts, their learning, their good 

breeding, and other real accompliihments ; and 

are only blemi.£hed and · lowered, in- the opinions 

of all reafonaBle people, by thefe genteel and 
fafhionabJe vices·. A drunkard, vomiting up a1: 

night the liquor of the day, and fiupified by the 
head:...ac:h all the next, is·, doubtlefs, an ,excellent 

mudel to copy from; And a gamefier, tearing 
his hair, and blafphemrng; for having loft more 
than he had in the world, is certainly a mofi ami .... 

a1le character •. No, . the.fe are allays) . wJ1ich tan 

nev'l?'l . 



never ·adorn any charaeter; but,will always debafe. 

the befi. As foF. example : . fup_p_ofe any. man, 

without parts and fome other . good q.1.1ali.ties, to · 

be merely a . rake~ a . drunkard, or a g~-mefier; -. 

would no.t he: be looked upon, by aH forts- of p_eo- -

µ1e, as a_.mofr contemptible- and vicious animal ? : 

It is therefore pl.ain ·that, in thefe. mixed. c-ha.rac

ters, the i9od part , only. makes·: p_eop.le forgjve-'l , 

but nQt .app,rove., .. the bad. 

If a man iho.u1<l, unfortunately, have any vices, , 

he ought at.lea:!r.to be. content with his own, and ; 

not adoP,t other people's. .. The adoption. of vice : 

has ruined ten times more young_ men, -than na- 

tural inclinations. _ 

Let us imitate the real"perfe"cl:ions of=the-good { 

rornpa1~y into which we may_. get; - copy_- their •; 

p,oliten(tfs, their oarriag~, their addrefs, and the.: 

eafy and well-bred tti.rn .of their conve.rfation; .but •-

we iliould remember, that, let them fhi-ne even· 

_fo bright, their vices, if they_ have any, are fo, 

many blemiihes, which we fhould no mo.re endea- · 

vour to imitate, th ,1 n . we · iliou1d . make artificial : 

warts upon our faces i becaufe. fome very hand- · 

fome· man h3.d the misfortune· to ·- have a natural : 

one upon l· is, . We, fhould) on the contraryp 

think how much har.dfomer h.e would.have b.een • 

with.out it;. ~hell -
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vVhen yeu are in company, talk often but never 

bng ; in that cafe, if you do not pleafe, you are 

)Ure not to tire your hearers. Seldom tell fiori es, 

and when you do, let them be fuch as are very 

apt and very ihort ; beware of digreffions, and ' 

om~t every circum:f1ance -that is not material. 

To have frequent recourfe t narrative, betrays 

great want of imagination. 

Never feize any body by the button, or the 

hand, to oblige people to hear you out; for, if 

they are unwilling to hear you, you had much 

better hold your tongue than hold them. 

Long talkers are very apt to fingle out fome 

unfortunate man in company, to whifper, or 

talk to in a half voice. This is exceffively ill

bred, and, in fome degree, a fraud ; converfation 

fiock being a joint and common property. But 

if one of thefe unmerciful talkers lays hold of you, 
hear him with patience, ( and with feeming atten

tion ) if he is worth obliging, for nothing will 

oblige him more than . a patient _ hearing, as 

nothing would hurt him more, than either to leav~ 

him in the midfr of his difcourfe, or to difcover 

your impatience under your affiiB:ion. 

Take, rather than give, a fubjeB: of converfa* 

t~ou for the company you are in. If you have 

parts,.. 
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parts, you will fhew them, more or lefs, upon 

every fubjecl:; and, if you have not, you had 

better talk fooliihly upon a fubjecl: of other peo

ple's, than of your own choofing. 

Never difplay your learning but on particular 

occafions, referve it for learned men, and let even 

thefe rather extort it from you, than feem forward to 

difplay it. Never end~avour to appear more learn

ed than your company. The man who is oil:en• 

tatious of his learning, will be frequently quef

tioned, and if found fuperficial will be ridiculed 

and def pife d ; if otherwife, he will be deemed a 

pedant. 

Whenever you oppofe or contradict any per

fon' s affertion or opinion, let it be done i-n the mofr

foft and gentle manner, and in modefr and clif-

fident language, fuch as " I may be mifl:aken,, 

" I am not fure, but I believe, I f110uld rather 

-think, &c." Finiili any argument, or difpute, with, 

fome little good humoured pleafantry, to !hew· 

that you :ue neither hurt. yourfelf nor meant to. 

hurt your antagoni~. 

In mixed companies,. avoi'd,. as much as poffible,_ 

all argumentative converfations, which often in

<lif pofe,. for a time, the contending part ies towards 

eac.h. other i and, if tl1e controverfy ihoul<l grow 

warm.: 
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warm and noify, endeavour to put an end to it, by 
fome genteel levity or joke. 

Upon all occafion'.i, avoid fpeaking of yourfelf, 
if it be poffible. Some, abruptly, fpeak advanta
geoufiy of themfelves, without either pretence or 
provocation. This is downright impudence. 
Others proceed more artfully, as they imagine; 
forging accufations againfr themfelves, and com
plaining of calumnies which they never heard, in 
order to jufiify themfelves, and exhibit a cata
logue of their many virtues. " They acknow
" ledge, indeed, it may appear odd, that they 
" ihould talk thus of themfelves, it is what they 
" have a great averfion to, and what they could not 
cc have clone if they had not been thus unjufl-ly and 
" fcandalouily abufed." This thin veil of modefiy 
drawn before vanity, is much too tranfparent to 
conceal it, even from thofe who have but a mode
.rate !hare of penetration. 

Others go to work more moclefi:ly and more 
filly ftill ; they confefs themfelves guilty of all the 
cardinal virtues ; by firfr degrading them into 
weakneffes, and then acknowlec.lging their misfor
tune, in being made up of thofe weakneffes. 
" They cannot fee people labou'ring under misfor
~' ·tunes, without fympathizing with, and ,endea • 

VO\alf.., 
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" vot1ring to help them. They cannot fee their 

~, fellow creatures in difirefs without relieving 

" them ; though, truly, their circumfiances can

,, not afford it. They cannot avoid fpeaking the 

,~ truth_, though they acknowledge it to be fome· 

" times imprudent. In fhort, they ~onfefs that, 

" with all thefe weakneifes, they are not fit to 

'' live in the world, much lefs to pro(per in it. 

'~ But they are now too old to purf ue a contrary 

" conduct, and therefore they muft rub on as 

'~ well as they can." . 

Though this may appear too ridiculous and 

outre even for the fiage, yet it is frequently met 

- with upon the common fi-age of the world. This 

prinC'i.pal of vanity and pride is fo {hong in human 

nature, that it <lefcends even to the lowefi: objects ; 

and we often fee people hfhiog for prlife, where, 

admitting all they fay to be true, no jufr praife is 
- ' 

to be cau-ght. One perhaps affirms that he has 

rode pofr an hundred miles in fix hours : probably 

ibis is a falfehood ; but, even fuppofing it to be 

true;, what then? W .hy it mufr be admitted that 

h.e is a· very good poft-boy, that is all. Another 

aifferts, perhaps not without a few oat~s, that he 

has drank fix or eight bottles of wine at a fitting. 

l.t would be charitable to bd!eve fuch a man .a 

liar -; 
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iiar; for, if we do not, we muil: certainly pro

nounce him a beail:. 

There are a thoufar:id fuch follies and extr::iva

gancies, which vanity draws people into, and 

which always defeat their own purpofe. The 

only inethod of avoiding thefe evi ls, is never to 

fpeak of ourfelves. But when, in a narrative, 

we are obliged to mention ourfelves, we ihould 

take care not to drop a fingle word, that can di

recl:l y, or indirectly, be confhued as fi!hing for 

applaufe. Be our characters what they will, they 

will be known; and nobody will take them ·upon 

our own words. Nothing that we can fay our .. 

felves will varni!h our defecl:s, or add lu{he to our 

perfections ; but, on the contrary, it will often 

make the former more _glarin~, and the latter ob .• 

fcure. If w_e are f1lent upon our own merits, 

neither envy, indignation, nor ridicule, will ob

ftruct or allay the applaufe which we may really 

cleferve. But, if we are our own panegyriB:s, 

-upon any occafion, however artfully dreffed or 
-clifguifed, every one will confpire againil: us, and 

we Thall be difappointed of the very end we aim 

.at. 
Never appear dark and myfiericms; it is not 

only a very djfa6reeable cha.racl:er, but alfo a very 
D fufpi.., . ,, 
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fufpicious one: if we feem myfter-ious with others,, 

they will be fo in reality with us, anc~ we lha!l 

know nothing from them. The heigbt of abili

ties ~s, to have a frank, open, and i~1genµous 

exterior, with a _ prudent and referved interior. 

_V{ e lhould be upon our own guard, and yet, by 

a fee_ming _n1~ur:al opennefs, put people off-theirs. 

Mo.ft of the people, in every company you are in, 

will avail themfelves of every indifc_reet and un

guarded expreffion of yours, if they can turn it 

to their own advant~ge. A prudent referve is 

th~refore as necdfary, as a fecming opennefs is 

prudent. 
Take care always to l,ook people in the fac~ 

when you fpeak to them; the not doing it, is 

tho~ght to imply confcious guilt; befides, -we 

Gtherwif~ lofe the a
1
9vantage of obferving by their 

coun,tena~ces, what impreffion @ur difcourfe , 

makes upon them. , In order to difcover people's 

real fentiments, more is to be learned by the eyes 

tha11: the ears, for people may fay whatever they 

have a mind we £hould hear, but they can feldom 

help expreffing by their looks, what they have no 

intention that we ili~uld know. 

Private fcandal !hould never be received nor 

retail~d willingly ; for though the defamation of 
.others 
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btners may, for the prefent, gratify the malignity 

or the pride of our hearts, yet cool reflection will 

<lraw very difadvantageous conclufions from fuch 

a difpofition: in fcandal, as in robbery, the re

ceiver is always thought as bad as the thief. 

Never in converfation attack w4ole bodies of 

peop:e of any kind, for you may thereby unne

ce!farily make yourfelf a great number of enemies. 

This rule holds good as to lawyers, foldiers, par

fons, courtiers, citizens, &c. They are all men 

fubject to the fame paffions and fentiments, di ffer

ing only in their manner accorcl ii1g to their feve

ral . educations, and it would be as imprudent as 

unj uft to attack any of them by the lump; indi

viduals forgive fometimes, bu_t bodies and foci

eties never do. l\.1any young people think it very 

genteel and witty . to abufe the clergy,_ in which· 

they are extremely miftaken, fince in my opinion 

parfons are very like men, and neither the better 

nor the worfe Jor wearing a black gown. AU 

general reffetlions upon nations arui focieties, are 

the trite threadbare jokes of thofe who fet up for 

wits without having any, and fo have recot.irfe to

common place. Judge of individuals from your 

own kn~lcdge of them, and not from their proc, 

feffion or denomination. 

Da ,._Always. 
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Always adapt your converfation- to the peop1~ 
you are converfing with, for I fuppofe you would 

not t:11k upon the fame fubje8: and in the fame 

manner, to a bi:fhop, a philofopher, and a gene

ral. 
Mimicry, though the commc;m · and favourite 

amufement of little low minds, is held in the ut
mo:fl: contempt with gre'at ones. It is tl~e lowe& 

and mofi illiberal of all buffoonery. We _iliould 

neither pratl:ife it ourfelves, nor applaud it in 

·others. Befides, it ihould be confidered that the 
perfon mimicked is infulted ; and an infult is 
hardly ever forgiven. 

W e may frequently hear fome people, in good 

company, interlard their converfation with oaths, 

by way of embelli!hment,.. as they fuppofe; but 
we mufr obferve too, that thofe who do fo, are 

never thofe who contribute, in any degree, to 
give that comp.any the denomination of good com

pany. They arc- generally people of low educa

tion; for fwearing, without having a iingle temp~ 

t~tion to plead, is as filly, and as illiberal, as it 
is wicke<l. 

Whatever we fay, in company, if we fay it 
with a fupercilious, Cynical face, or an embar

raffed counten:rnce) or a filly <lifconcerted gnn, 
it 
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it will be ill received. If we mutter it, or utter 

it indiftinB:ly, and' ungracefully, it will be frill 

-worfe received. 

If we are vulgar and awkward in our air and 

addrefs, we may indeed be efieemed, if we have 

great intrinfic merir, but we can never pleafe ; 

and, without pleafing, we fhall rife but heavily. 

We ihouid get informed of the characters and 

fituations of the company, before we give way 

to what our imaginations may prompt us to fayo 

ln all companies, there are more wrong heads 

than right ones,, and more who deferve cenf ure 

than like it.. To expatiate, therefore, in th~· 

praife of fome virtue,. which fome in company

notorioufly want; ort to declaim againfi any vice, 

which others are notorioufly infected. with, our.· 

clifcour!e,. by being applicable,, will be thought. 

perfonal, and levelled at thofe people.. This 

c,:onfideration fufficient1y points out to . us,. not to', 

be fuf'picious and captious ourfelv.es, . nor fuppofe. 

that things, becaufe they may, are ,therefore meant 

at us. 

Never talk of your own, or other- people's do

mefiic affairs, yours ar~ nothing to them, but 

tedious; theirs are nothing to you. It is a ten .. -

der fubjetl; and it is a chance if you do not 

D 3 touch 
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tcuch fomebody or others fore place. In· this
cafe, t'.1ere is no trufting to fpecious appearances7 

which are often fo contrary to the real fituation of, 

things, between men and their wives, parents 

-nd th~ir children, feeming friends, &c. that,. 

~ith the beft intentions in the world, we very. 
often make fome very difagreeable blunders. 

Nothing makes a man look fil!ier, in company, 

than a joke or pleafantry not relifhed, or not un

<lerfl:oo<l ; and-, if he meets with a profound filence 
') -

when he expected a general applaufe ; or,. what 
is frill worfe, if he is defired to explain the joke. 

or bon mot ; his awkward -and embarraffed fitua

tion is eafier imagined than defcribed .. 

Be careful how you repe.at in. one company,; 

what you hear in another... Things, feemingly. 

indifferent, may~ by circu!ati"on, hav.e much gravel· 

· 0nfequences than may be imagined. There is a. 
kind of g<meral tacit trufr in converfation, by which_ 

a man. is engaged not to report any thing out ofr 

it, though he_ is not imniediatel.y enjoined fecrecy •. 

, A retailer of thi-s kind draws himfelf into a thou,... 

tind fcrapes •P:J.d difcuffions, and ·is iliily. and in ... 
. ~iffer:ently received wherever he goes. 

A certain degree of. exterior ferioufnefs in fooks, 
1..od ·motions, gi;ves dignity, without excluding 

-r W-q,, 
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wit and decent chearfolnefs. A confrant fmirk 

upon the face, and a whifl ing aaivity of the body,. 

~re {hong in9ications of futility. 

A vulgar ordinary way of thinking, acting, or
fpeaking, implies a tow education, and a habit of. 

low company. -Young people are too apt to con

tract it at fchool; or among fervants, with whom 

they are too often uf~d to converfe ; but by often. 

frequenting good' company, if they do not want 

attention and obfervation, they may hy it afide; 

and ift:hey do not lay it afide, good company will 
be very apt to lay them afide. The. converfation 

of ·a vulgar man always favours firongly of the 

lownefs of his education and company. It turns 

l?rincipally upon his. domefiic affairs, his fervants,, 
the excellent order he keeps in nis family, and_. 

the little anecdotes of the. neighbour hood; all 
which he relates as interefiing matters to the 

c.ompany. He is a man-goffip •. 

V ulg:uifm . in lang_uage is a difiinguiilii'ng cha .. 

r:acl:eri{hc of bad company; and a bad education. 

Prove.rbia1 expreffions, and . trite fayings, are the 

flowers of the . rhetoric of a vulgar man. He, 

fometimes affecl:s hard words by way of ornament, . 

which-he always mangles like a learned woman. 
A man 6f fa!hion nev.er has recourfe to proverbs, , 

and : 

.. 
' 
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and vulgar aphori-f rns, he ufos neither favounite 

words nor hard words ; b_ut takes particular care 

to fpeak correctly and: grammatically, a-nd to pro

uounce prnperl y ... 

C H R O N O· L O G Y. 

CHronofogymuft neceffarilyaccompany hiiloiy,. 

or. the reader mufr have a very confufed no

tion of it ; for though hiftory teacheth-us what 

particulars have happeped, and Geography where

they happened,. it is alfo nece!fary to know when, 

they happef\ed, which is the · bufinefs of Chrono-

logy. . 

Chronology fixes the dates of facts, - reckoning

:flrom certain periods of time ; which are called; 

lEras or Epochs. The two principal }Eras by 

which we reckon in Europe,. are from the crea

tion to the birth of Chrifr, which was four thoufand 

years ; and from the birth of Chrift to the prefent 

time,, which is one thoufand feven hundred and: 

eighty fix years. In fpeaking of what hap-

pened l)efore·the birth of Chr1ft> we fay in fuch a 

year of the world~ 
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There is a term in Chronology, called Centu-

-ries ufed only in reckcninr_, .f, er the birth of Chrifto 

A centu ry fign ifies one : .. mdred years, confe

quently we are now in t' .P e1
0

hteenth century 

fince ne birth of Chr;fi-. 

rrhe Greeks meafured tl,,.,i r time by Olympiads, 

which was a tpace of four ye.irs . This n1ethod 

of computation had its ori; .n from the Olympic 

games, which were celebl at~d every fifth year, 

near Olympia, a c ity in reece. The Greeks 

therefore faid, that fuch a tranfaltion happened in 

fuch a year of fuch an Olympiad . F or example: 

Alexander died in the firfr year of the 114th Olym .. 

piad. 

The a:ra from whence the Romans reckoned 

~me, was from the building of Rome ; which 

they marked thus, ab U C. that is, ab ,Urbe Con .. 

dita. 
I 

All Europe now reckons· from the great Epocha, 

of the birth of Jefus Chrifr, which was ·r 786 years 

ago. 
The Turks date from their Hegira, which was , 

the year of the Right of their prophet, Mahomet, 

to Mecca. Their H egira begins in the 62 2d year: 

of Chrifr, that is ab.out I I 50 years . 

D A. N~ 
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D A N C I N G. 

I N Dancing, particular attention fhould be 
paid to the grc:1.cefu] motion of the arms ; , 

which, with the manner of pu ting on the hat, and 
giving the hand, is all that is neceffary for a gen~ 
tleman to attend to. Dancing, though a filly 
trifling thing, is one of thofe e:fl:abli£hed follies~ 
which people of fenfe are fometimes obliged to 
conform to ; and if they do, they fhouid be ab-le 
to perform it well. There is nothing fo trifling 
but which (if it is at all neceffary) ought to be 
done well. Drefs is but a ridiculous article, and . 
yet it would be a folly for a man not to be well 
clrefied, agreeable to his rank and :fitua~ion in life ; 
and it is fo far from being a difparagement to any 
man's underfi:anding, that it is rather a proof of it, 
to be as well dreifed as thofe whom he lives with . 

D R E s s. 

D RE S S is a very foolilli thing; and yet it 
is a very foolifh thing for a man not to be 

well dreffed), according to his rank and way of 
life 
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life: the difference in drefs between a man of fenfe, 

and a fop, is, that the fop values himfeif upon his 
drefs; and the man of fenfe laughs at it, at the 

fame time that he knows he mufr not neo-lecl: it: 
0 

there are a thoufand fooliih cufioms of this kinJ, 

which, as they are not criminal, mufl: be compli

ed with, and even chearfully, by men of fenfe. 

Diogenes the Cynic was a wife man for defpifing 

them, but a fool for £hewing it. 

We !hould not attempt to riva1, or to excel a 

fop in drefs, but it is neceffary to drefs to avoi<l 

fingularity and ridicule. Great care fhould be 

taken to be always dreffed like the reafonable peo

ple of our age in the place where we are, whofe 

drefs is never fpoken of one way or another, as 

- neither too negligent, or too much frudied. 

Drefs, infignificant as fome people may think 

it,_ is an obj eel: worthy of fome attention ; for we 

cannot help forming fomc opinion of a man's fenfe 
and charaB:er from his drefs; All affectation in ,. 
drefs, implies a flaw in the undedl:anding. Men of 

fenie carefully avoid any particular character in 

their drefa·; they are ' accurate!y clean for their 

.own fake,' but all the refr is for the fake of other 

people. A man iliould drefs as well> and in the 
fart1e 



• 

E N V Y. 
fame manner, as the people of fenfe and falhio» 
of the place where he is : if he dreffes more than 
they, he is a fop ; _ if he dreffes le!s, he is un

pardonably negligent : but, of the two, a young 
fellow_ fhould be ra1;her too much than too little 

dreifed ; the excefs of that fide will wear off, with 
a iittle age and reBeB:ion; but, if he is negligent 

at twenty years of ~ge, he will he a Doven at 
forty, and fl:ink at fifty. 

V/hen we are once well dreffed, for the day, 
we fhould think no more of it afterwards; and, 
without any ft·i.ffnefs for fear of difcompo:ling that 

drefs, we £hould be as eafy and natural as if we 
had no cloths on at all. 

E N V Y. 

E N V Y is one of the meaneft and mofl: tor
. menting of all paffions, as there i~ hardly a 

perfon exifl:ing that has not given unea:linefs to 
an envious breafl:; for the envious man cannot 

be happy, while he beholds others fo. 

E P J.,, 
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E P 1 T H E T S. 

E PIT H E T S, to be proper, mufl: always 

be .adapted to the circumfhnces of the pet• 

fon or th~ng to which they are given. Thus Vir

gil, who ufually gives Eneas the epithet of pious') 

on account of his piety to the gods, and his duty 

to his father, calls him Dux E neas when he is re

prefented making love to Dido; becaufe making 

love becomes a general, much better than a man 

of fingular piety. 

F R I E N .D S H 1 P .. 

I F a man, with w_hom we are but barely 

acqua,inted, nor have given any marks 

of friendiliip, makes us, _on a fudden, {hong pro .. 

feffions of his, we {hould receive them with civi• 

lity, but not repay them with confidence; he cer. 

tainly means to '1eceive us; for one man does not 

fall in love with another at firfi: fight. 

When a man ufes fi:rong protefi:ations or oaths 

to make you believe a thing, which is of itfelf fo 

probable, that the bare faying of it woulJ be fu.ffici;,o 

ent, depend upon it he deceives you,and· is highly. 

-E interefted 
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-terefted in making you believe it, or el[e he would 
not take Jo much pains. 

W_e mufi not look u~on every knave or fool 
who tells us he is our friend, that he is fo. We 
fuou1d ·rece-ive.fuc:A proffered friendiliip with great 
civi1ity, but with great .incredulity too ; and pay 
them with compliments, but ,.raot with confidence. 
We muft not let our vanity, and fe1f-love make 
us fuppofe that" ·people r,ecome our friends at fir.ft 
fight; or even ·upon a fnort acquaintance.. Real 
friendfuip grows Dowl_y ; ancd never thrives, unlefs 

'h1grafted upon .a frock of known ami recipro.cal 
merit. 

But, though we decline the friendfhip of knaves 
and fools., there ·is no occafion to make either ,of 
them our enemies, wanton1y and unprovoked ; 
for .they are m1m~rous bodies .; an<l it is better to 
.preferve a fecur·e neutrality, than alliance, or war, 
with eithe-r ofih-ern. We may be declared enem;es 
.t_~ their vices and follies, without being marked 
,o~t by them as perfonal ones. 

· Ther.e 1s a very great difference betw~cn com
'.panions and friends ~ for a very agreeable and 
,complaifafl:~. companion may, and often does, prove 
a very_ ifnproper, an<l a very dangerous friend. 
People will, in a great degree) form thdir opinion 

of .. 



F R I E N D S H I P. 3g 

of' us, u_pon that which they have of our fri ends . 

The Spaniih proverb jufl:ly fays, '" Tell me '!.,Oho 

" you live ·with, and I will tell you who JtJ U are ." 

We lliould have a real referv e 'With alm o:ft 

every body, and a feem~ng referve with almoft 

noboJy: it is difagreeable to fecm referved, and 

very dange.rous not to be fo. Few people find 

the true medium ;. many are ridiculouDy m yfie

rious and referved upon trifles ; and many im

prudently communicate all they know. 

"\Ve fnould en <leavour, _as much as we can, to 

ke~p company with people who are above us •. 

There we rife, as much as we fink with people 

below us. By people above us, we are _not to · 

underfiand with regard to their birth; that is the 

leafr confideration ; but with regard to their me-

rit, and the light in which the world confi ders· 

them. The pride of being the firfi: of the com

pany, ·is but too common, but it is exc~edingly 

filly and prejudicial. Nothing lets down a cha-

racter more than that wrong and ridiculous turn. 

Knowledge-' will introduce a man, and good' 

breeding will endear him to the befi companies. 

The fcholar with out good breeding;. is a , pedant ; : 

the philofopher, a cynic ; the folUier, a brute ; 

and ever:,; man difagreeable. 

E .2 GEOG.RA-
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G E O G R A P H ~ 

GEOGRAPHY is the defcription of the 
earth, and !hews us the fituations of tow ns ~ 

countries, and rivers. It is divided into ancient 
and modern; many countries and towns having 
now very different names from what they had 
formerly, and many towns, wrnch made a great 
figure in ancient times, being now utterly de .. 
frroyed ; as the two famous towns of Troy in 
.Afia, and Carthage in Africa ; of both which 
there are not now the leafr remains. 

Hiftory mufr neceffari1y be attended by Geo
g.~aphy,; for it is not fufficient to know what 
things were done formerly; we ought alfo to 
know where they were don~. 

G O O -·D - B R E E D I N G. 

AS it is neceffary to po!fefs le~rning, honour? 
· ..L and virtue, t9 gain the efreem and admira-

tion of mankind, Politenefs and Good~Bree<ling 
-are eq\lally neceifary to rend~r us agreeabk in 
converfation and common life. Great talents 
are above the generality of the world; w)io nei-

. ther 
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ther poffefs them the-mfelves, nor are competen 

judges of them in others: but all are judges o -

the lelfer talents, fuch as civility, affability, and 

an agreeable a<lJrefs and manner; becaufe they 

feel the good effecls of them, as making fociety 

eafy and' agreeable. Good fenfe, in many cafe5, 

muft determine good breeding; for what would 

be civil at one time, and to one perfon, would 

b~ rude at another time, and to another perfon : 

there are, however,, fome general rules of good 

breeding ; <\.S for example, to anfwer only yes, or 

np, to any perfon, without adding Sir, My. Lord, 

or IVIadam, ( as it may happen) is alwaxs ex"' 

tremely. rude;, and it is equally fo not to give . 

proper attention and a civil anfwe.r, when fpoken . 

to : fuch qehaviour conv-inc~s the.. perfon who js 

{peaking to us, that ':Ve . defpife him, and do not 

think him worthy of our. attention, or! an -an~wer. 

To take the uppermoft place in a room, or t~ 

feize immecliately upon what pleafes you at t able, , 

without attempting to help other/s, . is likewife,. 

extremely rude; and fuews that we confider no~ · , 

body but ourfelves. We ilio.uld always endea

v-0ur. to . procure all the conveniences we can to 

thofe whom we are with. B-ut fomething_ more 

than , civility is neceuary, the p.erfe8.:iQn of g9od 

E 3.- breedin~. 
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breeding is to be civil with eafe and politenefs. 

The F re:1-ch excel the Engli!h in this particular ; 

their politenefs feems as eafy and natural, as any 

ether part of their converfation ; but the Engli:fh 

are frequently awkward in thBir civilities, and 

when they intend to be civil, 'are too much 

~£barned to get it out. 

We iliould_ have attention, and a quicknefs ·of 

attention, fo as to obferve, at once, every perfon 

in the room ; their motions,. looks,. and words ; 

and yet without fl-aring at them,, · and feeming to 
-be an obferver. This quick and unobferved ob

fervation, is of infinite advantage in _ life, and is 
to be acquired with care ; but what is. called ab
fence, makes a man look fo like a fool, or a mad

man, that the differe!'lce is hardly to. be per

•eived. 
Good Breeding alone can prepoJiefs people in 

eur favour at firft fight;. more time being necef

fary to difcover greater talents. Geod breeding, 

liowever,. does not confifi- in low bows, and · for

m.al ceremony; b1:1t in an eafy, civ.i:1,. and re

fpec½ful behaviour. 

· A well-bred p,erfon will take care to- anfwer 

with complaifance, when he is fpoken to; wiU 

place himfelf at the l-ower end 9f the table; uulefs-
bi'd 
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bid fo go higher ; will firft drink to the lady of 

the houfe,. and then to the mail:er ; he will not 

eat awkwardly or dirtily; nor fit when other.s 

ftand ; and he will do all this with an air of com

plaifance, and not with .i grave ill-natured look,, 

as if he did it all unwillingly. 

There is nothing more diffi.clll!lt to attain, or fo 

neceffary to poffefs, as perfecl: goed-breeding;. 

which is equally inconfifrent with a fii,ff formal

ity, an impertjnent forwardn~fs, and an awkward: 

bafhfulnefs. A little ceremony is fometi-mes ne

ce.{fary; a certain degree_ of firmnef s is abfolutely 

fo ; and an outward modefry is extremely becom

ing.. 
Vi.rtu~ a.ncf Iearning, like gold,. have their in

trinfic value ; but,. if they are not polifhed,. they 

certain! y lofe a great deal of thei:r. 1 u.ftre ·: ancl .. 

even polifhed bJ:afs will pafs upon more people 

than r.owgh g0ld... What a number of fins does. 

the chearful,. eafy,. good-breeding of the Fr.enclt 

fi·equen.tly cove!'? 

My Lord Bacon fays, that a pleafing f.igure is· 

a perpetual letter of recommendation. It i~ cer

tainly an agreeable .folieruruier of merit, amt 

tinooths the way for it. 
Aman 
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A man of good breeding fhould be acquainted 

with the form-s and particular cufioms .of courts. 

At Vienna, men always make, cHrteiies, infiead . 

of bows, to· the Emperor; in France, nobo<ly 

bows to the king, or kifles his hand ; but, in 

Spain and Eng-land, bows are made, and hands 

are kiffed. Thus every Gourt has fome peculiar

it1, which thofe who vifit them ought -previoufly 

to inform themfe.lves of, OO · avoid blund~rs and 

awkwardneffes. 
' 

Very few, fcarc;'ely any., are wanting in -the 

refpetl: they !hould ihow to thofe whem they ac

knowledge to b€ infinitely their fuperiors. The 

man of fafhion,. and .of the world, expreffes it ia 

its fullefi · extent, naturally, eafily,. and without 

~oncern, whereas a man who is not ufeJ to keep 

good company, expreffes. it awkwar<lly, fignifies 

th :1t he is not ufed to it, and that it cofis him a 

great deal ; but I never faw the worft bred man 

living, guilty of lolling, whifiling, fcratching his 

head, and fuch like i_ndecencies, in company th::it 

_lie refpetl:ed. In, foch companies, therefore, the 

only point to be attended to, is to £hew that re

fpetl:,, ~hich . every one means to iliew in an eafy, 

unembarrnffed, and g_raceful man.pe.rc 
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In mixed companies, whoever is admitted to 

inake part of them. is for the time, at lea:fl-, fup

pofed to be on an equality with the re:fl-, and con

fequently every one claims, and very ju:fl-ly, every 

mark of civility and good breeding. Eafe is al

lowed, but carelefsnefs and negligence are :fl-ricHy 

forbidden. If a man accofts you and talks to you 

in ever fo dull and frivolous a manner, it is worf~ 

than rudenefs, it is brutality to ihew him by a 

manifeft inattention to what he fays; that you 

think him a fool, or a blockhead,· and not worth 

hearing. It is much more fo with regard to 

women, who, of whatever rank, they are entitled, 

in confideration of their fex, not only to an atten

tive, but an officious good-breeding, from men ). 

their little wants, lik~ngs, difiikes, preferences,. 

antipathies, fancies,, whims,, and e.ven imperti

pencies, mu:fl- be officioufly attended to, flattered,, 

and if poffible gueffed ar, and anticipated by ·a 
well bred man. You mu.fr never ufurp to your .. . 

felf thofe conveniences and agremens, which are 

of common right, fuch as the, be.ft places, the 

beft dillies, &c. buJ, on the contrary,. always 

decline them yourfelf, and offer them to others, 

WhQ in theiF turns will offer them to you ; fo that 
upon 

/ 
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.1pon the whole, you will in your turn enjoy your 
ihare of common right~ 

There is alfo a good-breeding which is locaI, 
and variouDy modified, not only in different,coun
tries, but in different towns of the fame country. 
The man of fenfe, therefore, carefully attends to 
the local manners of the ;efpecrive places where 
he is, and takes for his models, thofe perfons 
whom he 0bferves to be at the head of the faihion 
and good-breeding. He watches how they addrefs 
themfelves to their fuperiors, how they accofi their 
equals, and how they treat their inferiors, and· 
lets none of thefe notices efcape him, wni-ch are 
to good-breeding, what the la:ft delicate and ma
:fl:erly touches are to a good picture, and which 
the vulgar have no notion of, but by which good 

' judges difiinguifi1 the mafier. 
We are apt to ihew too little attention to every 

body, and too much contempt"to many; without 
confidering, that there are 11·0 petfons fo infigni
ficant and inconfiderable, but may, fome time or 
other, or, in fome thing o·r other, Lave it in their 
power to be of ufe to us; but they certainly will 
not, if we have once !hewn them contempt. In
juries are often forgiven, contempt never is. 

Our 
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Our pride remembers it for ever. Be careful, 

therefore, to coikeal your con tern pt, however 

juil, wherever you would not make '.ln implaca

ble ene my. !v1en are much more unwilling to 
have their weakndfes and irnperfeltions known, 

, ·than their crimes; and if you hint to a man, th'.lt 

you think him filly, ignorant, or even ill-bred, 

or awkward; he will hate you more and remem

ber it longer than if you tell him y~,u think him a 

rogue. 
Nothing .is more infulting, than to take pains 

to make a man feel a mortifying inferiority in 
knowledge, rank, fortune, &c. In the fir:fl: it is 

both ill-bred and ill-natured, and, in the two 

latter articles, it is unjuil, they not .being in his 
power, Good-breeding, and good-nature, incline 
us rather to raife people up to ourfelves, than to 

mortify and de:prefs them. Befides, it is making 

ourfcJves fo mah1 friend s, in:fl:ead of fo many ene

mies. A con:fl:c:.nt attention to pJeafe., is .. a mofr 

neceffary ingredient in the art of .pleafing; it 
Batter the felf-love of thofe to whom it is iliewrt ; 

it engages and captivates, more than things of 

much greater importance. Every man is, in 

fo me meafure, obliged to difcharge the facial du
ties oflife ~ b~t thefe attentio~s are voluntary ~a;~, 

, . · the J -.... ✓• • • ~ .... 
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the free-will offerings of good-bre~ding and go.oil 

n:tture ; they .are received, remembered, and re• 

turned as fuch. Women, in particular, have a 

rig~t t0 them·; and any omiffion, in that ref pelt, 

is downright ill-breeding. 1 

v\ 1.- ihould never yield to that temptation, which 

to moft young men is very fhong, of_ expofing 

other people's weakneifes and infirmities, for the 

fake either of diverting the company, or of fhew

ing our own fuperior ity. We may) by that means, 

get the laugh on our fide for the prefent ; but we 

fhall make enemies by it for ever ; and even thofe 

who laugh with us, will, upon reRecl:ion, fear and 

<lcfpife us : it is ill-natured, and a good heart de
fires rather to coneeal, than expofe other people's 

weakneffes or misfortuues. If we have wit, we 

fhould ufe it to pleafe, and not to hurt: we may 

:lhine like the fon in the temperate zones, without 

fcorchi11g. 

A thoufand namelefs little things conf pire to 
form the whole of pleafing ; as the feveral pieces 

of Mofaic Work,-though feparately of little beauty· 

or value-, when properly joined, form thofe beabl

tifol figures which pleafe every body. A look, a 

gefiure, an attitude, a tone of voice, all contribute 

to the great work of pleafing.-, If we pleafe the 

eyes 
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eyes and ears, they will introduce us to the heart; 
and, nine times in ten, the heart governs the 

underfl:anding. 

Good manners are to particular focieties, what 
good morals are to fociety in general; their ce ... 
ment, and their fecurity. And, as laws are enact ... 
ed to enforce good morals, fo there are certa~u 
rules of civility, univerfally implied and received, 
to enforce good manners, and puniili bad ones. 
The immoral man, who inva_des another's pro
perty, is jufl:ly hanged for it; and the ill-bred 
man, who by his ill manners invades and difl:urbs 

the quiet and comforts of private life, is by com
mon confent as juftly banifhed fociety. Mutual 
complaifances, attentions, and facrifices of little 
conveniencies, are as naturally an implied com
pact: between civilized people, as protec:l:ion and 

- obedience are between kings and fobjelts. Fo1· 
my own part, I really think, that next to the con

f cioufnefs of doing a good ac:l:ion, that of doing a 
civil one is the mofr pleafing. 

GREAT -NESS oF SOUL. 
, 

N order to be a perfectly virtuous man, jufl:ice 
alone is not fu.fficient ; for generofity and 

greatnefs of foul imply much 1nore. Alexandc:r 
F . the 
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.the Great, having conquered Darius, King of 

Perfia, took many thoufand prifoners ; and, 

among othtrs, the wife and mother .of Darius .. 

He might, according to the laws of war, .have 

made £laves of them; infi:ead of which, he treated 

them as queens, and with as much attention and 

refpect, as if he had been their fubjecr. Darius, 

being informed of this, faid, Alexander deferved 

to be victorious, and was alone worthy to reign 

in his fl:ead. Virtue, and greatnefs of foul, ex

.tort praifes even from enemies. 

Julius Crefar was alfo, in a very eminent de

g~ee, poffeffed of humanity and greatnefs of foul. 

After having vanqui!hed Pompey, at the bat tle of 

Pharfalia, he pardoned thofe whom he ;nig1n law

fully have put to death; and even refiored them 

to their fortunes and honours. C icero, fpeak ing 

to Julius Crefar, in one of his orations, makes 

the following remark upon his conduct, " For

" tune could not do more for you, than give you 

" the power of faving fo many people ; nor na

,~ ture ferve you better, than in giving you the 

" will to do it." 

A great action will always meet with the ap

prob .. tion of mankind, and the inward pleafure 

~vh,i.ch it produces> is not to be expreffed . 

HISTORY. 
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H I S T O R Y. 

HISTORY is divided into four parts, facrea 

and prop bane, ancient an<l mode!n. Sa-

cred hifiory is the Bible, that is, the Old and 

New Teibment; the Old Teframent is the hi

ftory of the Jews, who were God?s chofen peo

ple, and the New Tefiament is the hifrory of J cf us 

Chrift, the Son of God. 

Prophane hifrory is the account of the Heathen 

Gods. Ancient hifrory is the a_ccount of all the 

kingdoms, and countries in the world, down to 

the end of the Roman empire ; and of all ancient 

hifrories, the Roman is the mofr intereCT:ing and, 

infrruB:i ve. It pref en ts us with the accounts of 

mofr illufirious men, and with the greatefi num

ber of import~mt events. It likewife fpurs us on 

to virtuous aB:ions, more than any other hiftory, 

by ihewing us that fo fmall a city as Rome,: 

founded by a few ihepherds and vagabonds, could 

by virtue and courage, in the f pace of feven hun

dred years, render herfelf mifhefs of the world. 

Modern hifiory is :in account of !he kingdoms 

ahd countries of the world, fince the defiruBion 

of the Rom~m empire, 

F 2, Modern 
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Nfodern hifiory, p~ticularly that of- the three 

!aft centmies, ihould be applied to with the 
greatefr attention and exaB:nefs. There the pro
babiiity of coming at the truth is mu !? greater, 
th tefiimonies being more recent; befi<les, you 
have frequently an opportunity of calling in to 
•our a.ffiilance memoirs .md original letters. 

Tile erfect knowledge of hifi:or in g 0 ner:::l is 
extremely n effi ry, becaufe, a- it informs us f 
what was done by other peo le in former ages, 
it inftruB:s us what to· do in the like cafe,, befides 
as it is the common fubjecl: of converfation, it is 
lli;!mefol to be ignorant of it ; it is of all other 
ftudie the moft nece{fary, for a man who is to 
live in the world ; but we fuould be cautious 
how we <. raw infr-rences, for our own practice, 
fr m remote facts, partially or ignorantly related; 
of which we can, at leaft, but imperfectly guefs, 
.ind certainly not know the real motives. The 
~dhmonies of ancient hifl:ory are weaker than 
thofe of modern) as all tefl:imony grows weaker 
~nd weaker, as it is more and more remote from 
us. It is, however, neceffary to fiudy ancient 
h:fi:ory in general; that is, not to be ignorant of 
any of thofe facts which are univerfally received, 
upcn the faith ;f the beft hiftorians; and, whe-

ther 
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ther true . or falfe, we have them as other people 

have them. 

Every day's experience confirms me in hifto~ 

rical incredulity . How feldom do we hear the· 

moil recent fall:s related exaBly in the fame way, 

by the feveral people who were, at the fame time, 

eye-witnefies of it ·? One miftakes, another mif

reprefents ; and others warp it a little to their 

own turn of mind, or private views. A man,. 

who has been co::icerned in a tranfaB:ion, will not 

write it fairly ; and a m·an who has not, {.'annot. 

But, notwithfi-anding all this uncert ainty, hiftory 

is not the lefs nece.ffary to be known; the be.fr 

hifiories being taken for granted, and are the 

fubjell:s both of converfation and writing •. 

Though we may not believe that Crefar 's ghoft 

ever appeared to Brutus, yet we (hould be a!hamed 

to be ignorant of that faB:, as related by the hifio .... 

rians of thofe times. T'he pagan th(wlogy is 

univerfally received as matter for writing and 

converfation, though believed now by nobody; 

and we talk ·of Jupiter,, Mars, Apollo, 1\J eptunc, 

&c. as gods, though we are convinced that, if 

they ever e:xified at all). it was only as mere mor-

talso. 

F 3 Cicero 
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Cicero calls hifrory, the witnefs_ of the times,_ 

the law of truth, the life of memory, the regula
tor of our lives, and the herald of antiquity. By 
t:,½e affifrance of hifiory, youth may, in fo·me rf1ea
fore, acquire the experience of age. In reading 
the tranfacri~ns of others, he is apprized of his 
own duty, and the more he is informed of what 
~ pail:, he will be the better able to condull: 
himfelf for the future. 

' ~,!;;~.,:: .:-:: :,:: ::,:: ::•:~::-:: ;:.:: .:,:: ::<.:•:: ::-::::.:: ::,::::.::::.:: ::,::::.:: ::,:: ::•t. ::-:: ::,::::,:: :~•:: ::,:::.; ::-.:fr•<: 

H U M A N I T Y. 

HUMANITY is the particular characreri"fiic 
of great minds ; little vicious minds abound· 

with anger and revenge ; and are i·ncapable of, 
feeling the exalted pleafure of forgi.ving their 
enem1es. 

I 

KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD. 

T HE Knowledge of the World-is only to be· 
acquired in the world, and not iu a clofet .. 

Books .a1one w·n never teach it you; but they 
· -vvill fu ggefi many things to your obfervatiorr, 
which miiht .otherwife e~ape you; and your own. 

obfer-
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obfervations upon mankind, when compared with 
thofe which you will find in books, will help you 
to fix the true point. 

To know mankind w~ll, requires full as much 
attention and application as to know books, and, 
it may be, more f.agacity and <lifcernment. There 
am many elderly people, who have paifed their 
whole lives in the great world, but with fuch 
levity and inattention, that they know no more 
of it at fixty than they did at fifteen. Do not 
:flatter yourfelf, therefore, with the thoughts that 
you can acquire this knowledge in the frivolous 
chit-chat of idle companies : no, you mufi: go 
much deeper than that. You mufr look into, 
people, as well as at them. Search therefore,. 
with the greatef1; care, into the characters of all 
thofe whom you converfe with ; endeavour to 
clifcover their predominant paffions, their pre
vailing w~kneffes, their vanities, their follies,. 
and their humours ; with a11 the right and wrong,, 
wife and filly fprings of human actions,. which 
make fuch inconfifient and whimfical beings of 
us rational creatures. 

There are many inoffenfrve arts which are 
neceifary in the courfe of the world, and which 
ib.e who pracl:ifes the earlie!l:, will pleafe the mqfr,. 

~md 
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and rife the foonefi. The fpirits and vivacity of 

youth are apl to neglect them as ufclefs, or reject 

them as troublefome; but fubfequent kno_wledge 

and experi.ence of the world remind us of their 

importance, ·commonly when it is too late. The 

principal of thefe things, is the management of 

one's temper, and that coolnefs.of mind, and fe

renity of countenance, which hinders us from 

di[cove--ring, by words, acrions, or even looks, 

thofe pafiions or fentiments by which we are in

wardly moved or agitated; and the difcovery of 

which gives cooler and abler people fuch infinite 

advantages over us, not only in bufinefs,. but in 

all the mofi common occurrences of life. A 

man who is not fu.fficiently mafier of himfelf to 

hear difagreeable things, without vifible marks of 

anger and change of countenance, or agreeable 

ones without fudden burfis of joy, and expanfion. 

of countenance, is at the mercy of every artful 

knave,. or pert coxcomb : the former will pro-

voke or pleafe you by defign, to catch t:1,nguarded 

words or looks, by which he will eafily decypher 

the fecrets of your heart, of which you ihould 

keep the key yo.urfelf, and trufi it with no man 

living. The latter will, by his abfurdity, and 

without intending it, produce the fame difcove

ries, of which other people wilJ avail themfelves, 
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If you find yourfelf fubjetl: to fudden ftarts of 

paffion, or madnefs, ( for I fee n0 difference be
tween them, but in their duration) refolve within 
yourfelf, at leaft, never to fpeak one word while 
you feel that emotion within you. 

In iliort, make yourfelf abfolute mafter of your 

temper, and your countenance, fo far, at leafr, 
as that no vifible change do appear in either,. 
whatever you may feel inwardly. This may be 
difficult, but it is by no means impoffible ; and, 

as a man of fenfe never attempts impoffibilities, 
on one hand ; on the other, he is never difcouraged 

Ly difficulties : on ·the contrary, he redoubles his 

indufiry and his diligence, he perfeveres, and in
fallibly prevails at laft. In any point, -which 
prudence bids you purf ue, and which a manifefl: 
utility attends, let difficulties only animate you-r 

in<lufl:ry, not deter you from the purfuit. If one 

way has failed, try another; be active, perfevere, 
and you will conquer. Some people are to be 
reafoned, fome flattered,... fome intimidated, and 
fame teaze<l into a thing ; but, in general, all 

are to be brought into it at lafr,. if ikilfolly ap

plied to, properly managed, and indefati.gably 
attacked_ in their feveral we~k places. The time 
!hould like wife be j udicioufl y chofen : a.nd y_ou 

would 
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woulc.. chufe your time very ill, if you applied t-o 

a man about one bufinefs, when his head was full 

o( another, or when his heart was full of grief,. 

anger, or any other difagreeable fentiment. 

In order to judg;e of the infide of others, :G:udy. 

your own; for men. in general are very much 

alike; ::i.nd though one has one prevailing p,,ffion, 

and another has another, yet their operations are 

much the fame ; al!d whatever engages or dif

gufts, pleafes or offends you, in others, will, 
vice verfa, engage, dif1:,uft, p1eafe, or offend' 

others, in you. Obferve,_ with the utmofr at

tention, all the operations of your own mind, the 

nature of your paffions, and the various motives 

that determine your will; and. you may, in a: 

great degree, know all mankind. For inflance : 

Do~ you find yourfelf hurt and mortified, when 

another makes you feel his foperiority, and your 

own inferiority, in knowledge, parts) rank, or 

fortune ? you will certainly take great care not 

to make a perfon, whofe good will, good word, 

intereft, efteem, or friendfhip, you would gain, 

feel th at fuperiority in you, in cafe you have it. 

If difagreeable infinuations, f1y fneer s, or repeated 

contradiB:ions, teaze and irritate you, would you, 

ufe them where you wiilied to engage and plcafe? 

furely 

,. 
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-furely not; and I hope you wiih to engage and 
pleafe, almofl: univerfally. The te!nptation of 

' 
faying a frnart and witty thing, or bon 1not~ and 
the ,r1alicious app1aufe with which it is commonly 
received, have made people who c~n fay them, 
,and, frill oftener, peopk who think they can, 
but cannot, and yet try, more en~mies, and 1m .. 
placabie ones too, than any one ,· tiier thing that 
I know of. W hen fuch things, then, {hall ap:. 
pen tc be faid at your expence, ,.::, iometi 11 1es 
they certamiy v.rill) reHe rt fer ioui1y upvn the fe11-
-ti.ments of uneafinefs, anber, and !. fe11tment, 
which they exci~e in you; .... nd confider whefr er 
.it can be prudent, by t11e fame means, to ex~1te 
the fatne tentiments in 0 thers againfi- you. I 1s 
.a deci<l d folly, to lofe a friend for a jefr; Lil· :n 
my miad, it is noL a much lefs Jcgrte of fo! .,, to 
make an enemy of an indiffere1it and I dtral 
perfon, for the fake of a bon mot. Whe.r. l ings 
of this kind happen to be faid of you, the moft 
prudent way is to feem not to fuppo1e , ' iat t;1ey 
are meant at you, but to diffemble and cone •3.l 
whatever degree of anger you may fed i11warrily; 
.and, ihould they be fo plain that you cannot. be 
fuppofed ignorant of their meaning, to juin in 
the laugh of the company againft youdeif; ac .. 

knowledge 
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knowledge the hit to be a fair one, and the jefl: a 
good one, and play off the whole thing in feem
ing good humour : but by no means reply in the 

fame way; which only £hows that you are hu\t, 

2nd publi!hes the viltory which you might have 

concealed. 

If a man notorioufly and defignedly infu1ts and 
affronts you, refent it; but if he only injures 

you, your-befr revenge is to be extremely civil to 
him in your outward behaviour, though at the 

fame time you counterwork him, and return him 
- the compliment, perhaps with interefr. This is 

not perfidy nor diffimulation ; it would be fo, if 
you were, at the fame time, to make profeffions 
of efieerri and friendfhip to this man; which I by 
no means recommend, · but, on the contrary, 

abhor. All alts of civility are, by common con

fent, underfiood to be no more than a C<;?nformity 
to cufrom, for the quiet and conveniency of fo .. 
ciety, the agremens of ~hich are not to be difiurb
ed by private diflikes and jealoufies. 

For my own part, though I would by no means 
give up any point to a competitor, yet I would 
pique myfelf upon fhowing him rather more civil

ity than to another man. In the firfi place, this 

behaviour infallibly makes all the laughers of your 

fide1 
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fide, which is a confider-'.lble party; and in the 

next place, it certainly pleafes the objccl: of the 

competition, who neirer fail to fay, upon fuch an 

occafion, that, ,< they mufi own you have be

cc haved yourfelf very handfomely in the whole 

~ affair." 

In :.lhort, let this-be one invariable rule of your 

conducl:: never to {how the leaft fymptom of re

fentment, which you cannot, to a certain degree, 

gratify; but always to fmile where you cannot 

firike. There would be no living in the world, 

if one could not conce:il, and even diffemb1e the 

juft caufes of refentment, which one meets with 

every day in acl:ive and bu{y life. Whoever 

cannot mafrer his humour, ihould leave the 

world, and retire to fome hermitage, in an un

fre.quented defart. By iliowing an -unavailing 

and fullen refentment, you authorize the refent

ment of thofe who can hurt you, and whom you 

cannot hurt; and give them that 'very pretence, 

which perhaps they wi£hed for, of breaking with» 

and injuring you; where~s the contrar_y behavi

our would lay them under the reihaints of decen

cy, at leafi: ; and either :.lhackle or expofe their 

malice. Befides, captioufnefs, fullennefs, an4 

pouting, are moft e'xceedingly illiberal and vul

gar9 G Thou~h 
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Though men .are all of one compofition, the 
feveral ingredients are .fo differently proportioned - -
-:in each individual, -that no two are exactly alike ; 

and -no one, at all times, like himfelf. The 

ableft man will, fometimes, do weak things; 
the proudeft man, · mean things; the -honefreft 

man, ill things ; -and the wickedeft man, good 
ones. Study individuals, then ; and if you take, 

( as you ought to do) their outlines from their 
prevailing paffion, fufpend your laft fini!hing 
fhokes till you have attended to and difcovered 
the operations of their inferior paffions, appetites, 

an<l humours. A man's general char::itl:er may 

be that of the honefi:efl: man of the world..: do 
not difpute it; you might be thought envious or 
ill-natured; but, at the fame time, do not take 

this probity upon trufi:, to fuch a degree as to put 

your life, fortune, or reputation, in his power. 
But firfr analyfe this honefr man yourfeJf; and 

then, only, you will be able to judge how far you 

may, or may not, with fafety, t_rufr him. 
Be upon your guard againfr thofe who, upon 

very flight acquaintance, obtrude their unafked 

and unmerited friendfhip and confidence upon 

you;· for they probably cram you with them only 

for their own eating : but, at the fame time, do 
Jlot 
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not roughly reject: them upon that general fu ppo
fition. Examine further, and fee whether thofc 
unexpected offers Bow from a warm heart and a 
fill y head, or from a defigning hea<l anJ a colJ 
heart; for knavery and folly have oft~n the fa me 
fymµt oms. In the firfl: cafe, there is no danger 
in accepting them. In the latter cafe, it m ay be 
ufefu l to feem to accept th em, and artfully to turn 
the battery upon him who raifed it. 

A feeming ignorance is very often a mofl: ne
ce!fary part of worldly knowledge. It is, for 
infl:ance, commonly advifeable to feem ignorant 
of what people offer to tell you ; and, when they 
fay, Have not you heard of fuch a thing? to an
f wer, No, and to let them go on, though you 
know it already. Some have a pleafure in telling 
it, becaufe they think they tell it well ; others , , 

have a pride in ir, as being the fagacious difco-
verers; and many have a vanity in iliowing th g.t 
they have been, though very undefervedly, truft .. 
ed : all thefe would be difappointed, and confe
quently <lifpleafed, if you faid, Yes. Seem always 
ignorant ( unlefs to one mofl: intimate friend) of 
all matters of private fcandal and defamation, 
'thou gh you {hould hear them a thoufand times ; · 
for the parties affected always look upon the re-

G 2 ce1ve 
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ceiver to be almofi as bad as the thief: and 

whenever they become the topic of converfation, 

feem tQ be a fceptic, though you are really a fe

rious be1iever ; and always take t~e extenuating 

part. But all this feeming ignorance ihould be 

joined to thorough and extenfive private informa

tions: and, indeed, it is the befr method of pro

curing them; for mofr people have fod1 a vai1ity 
in £hewing a fuperiority over others,- ~-hough but 

for a momen_t, and in the merefc tri~1t.:::., that they 

will tell you wbat they fhould not, r;;.ther than 

not :lhow that they can tell what you did not 

know : befides that, fuch feeming ignorance will 
mike you pafs for incurious, and confequently 

undefigning. However, fifn for fall:s, and take 

pains to be well informed of every thing th:it 

pafies; but fi{h judicioufly, and not always, nor 

jncleed often, in the fl-rnpe of direcl: qucfi-ions,. 

which always put people upon their guard, and, 

often repeated, grow tirefome. But fometimes 

take the thin~s that you would know for granted, 

upon whit h fomebodr will, kindly an<l officioufl y, 
fet you right: fometimes fay, t~1at you have heard 

fo and fo; and at other times feem to know more 

than you do, in order to know all that you want: 

- but avoid direct quefiioning as much as you can. 

Human 
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Human nature is the fame all over the world 

but its operations are fo varied by education and 

habit, that one mufr fee it in all its drdfes, in or

der to be intimately acquainted with it. The 

paffion of ambition, fo r infhnce, is t~e fame in a 

courtier, a foldier, or an ecclefia:fl:ic ; but from 

their different educations and hz.bits, they will 

take very different methods to gratify it. Civility, 

which is a difpofition to 2. _commodate and oblige 

others, is effentially the fame in every country, 

but good breeding, as it is called , which is the 

manner of exerting that difpofition, is different 

- in almoI'r every country, :md merely local ; and 

every man of fenfe imitates and conforms to that 

local good breeding of the place which he is at. 

A conformity and flexibility of manners is necef

fary in the courfe of the world ; that is, with re

gard to all things which are not wrong in them

felves . The ve-rfati!e ingenium is the mofr ufrful 

of all. It can turn itfelf infiantly from one object 

to another, a{ft!ming the proper manner for each. 

It can be ferious with the grave, chearful with 

the gay, and trifling with the frivolous. 

Indeed, nothing is more engaging than a...chear

ful and eafy conformity to people's particular 

1-nanners, habits, and ev€n weakneffes;. nothing 

G 3 (t~ 
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( to ufe a vulgar expreffion) ihould come am.ifs 
to a young· perfon. He fhould be, for good pur
pofes, what Alcibiades was commonly for bad 
ones-a Proteus, afiuming with eafe, and wear
ing with chearfulnefs, any iliape. Heat, cold,-
abfl:inence, gravity, gaiety, ceremony, ea!inefs, 
learning, triHing, bufinefs, and pJeafure, are 
modes which he_ ihould be able to take, to lay 
a.fide, or change occafionally, with as much eafe 
as he would take or lay afide his lut. 

Young men are apt to think that every thing_is 
to · be carried by fpirit and vigour; that art is 

eannefa, an<l that verTatility and complaifance 
2.re the refuge of pufillanimity and weaknefs. 
This mofl: miitaken opinion gives an indelicacy, 
an abruptnefs, and a roughnefs, to the manners. 
Fools, who can never be undeceived, retain them 
as long as they live: reflection, with a little ex
_perience,_ makes men of fenfe ihake them off 
foon. When they come to be a little better ac
quainted with themfelves, and with their own 
:(pecies, they difcover, that plain "right reafon is, 
nine times in ten, the fettered and ihackled at ... 
~end::mt of the triumph of the heart and the paf
fions; confeqtiently, they addrefs themfelves nine 
times in ten to the conqueror, not to the con-

quered; 
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quered: and conquerors, you know, muil be 
applied to in the gentlefl:, the moft engag111g, 
and the moil infinuating manner. 

But unfortunately, young men are as apt to 
think themfelves wife enough, as drunken men 
are to think · themfelves fober enough. They 
look up@n fpirit to be a much better thing than 
experience, which they call coldnefs. They are 
but half mifrak:.en ; for though fpirit withou.t ex. 
perience is dangerous, experience without fpirit 
is languid and defective. Ufe them both; and 
let them reciprocally animate and check each 

other. I mean here, by the fi1irit of youth, on1y 
the vivacity and , prefumption of youth; which 
hinder them from feeing the difficulties or dangers 
of anu ndert aking ; but I do not mean, what the 
filly vulgar call fpirit, by which they_ are cap- -
tious, jealous of their rank, fufpicious of being 
undervalued, and tart ( as they call it) in their 
repartees, upon the flightefi: occafions. This is 
an evil, and a very filly fpirit, which fhould be 

driven out, and transferred to an herd of fwine. 
To conclude : Never neglecl: or defpife old , 

or the fake of new, or more :lhining acquaint-
ance; -which would be ungrateful on your part, 
and never forgiven on theirs. Take care to 

make 
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make as manY' perfonal friends, and as few per

fonal enemies, as poffible. I do not mean, by 

perfonal friends, intimate and confidential fri ends, 

of which no man can hope to have half a dozen 

in the whole courfe of his life ; but I mean friends, 

in the common acceptation of the word ; that is, 

people who fpeak Nell of you, and who would 

rather do you good than harm, confiftently with 

their own intereft, arid no farther. 

L E A R N I N G. 

W E may almoft as well be ignorant of a 

thing, as to know it but imperfectly. 

To know a little of any thing, gives neither fa_ 

tisfa.B:ion 11or credit; but often brings difgrace 

or ridicule. 11r. P ope juftly obferves, 

" A little learning is a dangerous thing ; 

" Drink deep, or ta:CT:e not the Pierian fpring." 

A fmattering in every thing infallibly con:fii ... 

tutes the coxcomb. We fhould endeavour to 

hoard up, while we are young, a great :CT:oek of 

learning; for though during that time of diffipa

tion, we may not have occafion to fpend much 9f 

it, yet, a time will come, when we [hall want 

it to maintain us. 
A Ii~ 

. ,, 
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A life of ignorance is not olill y a very con

temptible, but a very tireforne one. 

Thofe who have the mofi: knowledge, are al

ways the mofi: defirous to have more) and ~now 

that the mofi they can have, is, alas ! too little. 

A dr-ayman may perhaps be born with as good 

organs as .l\1Jltou, Locke, or Newton; 1\ut, by 

education, th"y are much more above him, than 

he is above his horfe. Sometimes, indeed, ex

traordinary geniufes have broken out by the 

force of nature, without the affiftance of educa

tion; but thofe infrances are too rare for any 

body to trufi to; and even they would have 

made a much greater fi~ure, if they ha<l alfo tfie 

advantage of education. If Shakefpear's genius 

h::irl _been cultivated, thofe beauties, which we 

- fo J ufily admire in him, would not have been 

difgraced by thofe extravagancies, with which 

the-y are frequently accompanied. People are, 

in general, what they a"'re made, by education 

and company, from the ages of fiftc~n to five

and-twenty. 

, 
LAN .. ,. 
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-L A N G U A GE S. 

T HE great advantage of being acquaint~d 
with many languages, confiils in under

fl:anding the fenfe of th ofe nations, an<l authors,
who fpeak and write thofe languages , 

Language ls on1y to exprefs thol1ghts ; and if a 
man is heedlefs, and will not allow imfol ti me to 
think, his words will be frivolous and trifling. 

L E T T' E R-W R I TI N G. 

T is of the utmoft importance to write letters 
well ; as this is a talent which daily occurs, 

as well in bufinefs as in pleafure ; and inaccura
cies in orthography, or in fiyle, are never par
doned but in ladies ; nor is it hardly pardonable in 
them. The epiftles of Cicero are the mofi per-~ 
feet models of good writing. 

Letters ihould be eafy and natural, and convey 
t_o the perfons to whom we fend th em, jufi wbat 
we would fay to thofe perfons, if we were prefent 
with them. 

'fhe befi models ofletter-writing, are Cicero. 
Cardin~! d'O.ffat, Madame Sevigne, and Compte 

Buifr 

, ' 
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Buffy Rabutin. Cicero's Epifiles to Atticus, 

and to his familiar fri ends0 are the befr examples 

in the friendly and familiad1yle. The fimplicity 
and clearnefs of the letters of Cardinal <l'Oifat, 

fuew how letters of bufinefs ought to be written. 

For gay and amufing letters, there are none that 

equal Compte Buffy's, ,rnd Madame Sevigne's. 
They are fo natural, that they feem to be the ex
tempore conv:e,rfations of two people of wit, rather 
than letters. 

N eatnefs in folding up, fea1ing, and directing 
letters, is by no means to be neglected. 'I'hcre 
is fomething -in the exterior even of a letter, that 
may plea-fe or dif pleafe, and confeq uently deferves 

- fome attention. 

L I .B E R T Yo 

EVERY man has a natural right to "his 
" liberty ; and whoever endeavours tG 

-,♦, ravifh it from him, deferves death more than 

~ the robber who attacks us for our money on the 
fs highway.". 

LY i N ·G,. 
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N OTHING is more criminal, mean, or 

ridiculous, than lying. It is the produc

tion either of malice, cowardice, or vanity-; but 

it generally miffes of its aim in every one of thefe 

vices; for lyes are alwayc, deteB:ed fooner or later. 

If we advance a malicious lie, in order to affell: 

any man's fortune or character, we may, indeed, 

injure hi1-i:i for fome time ; but we £hall certainly 

be .the greateft fufferers in the end : for, as foon 

as we are detected, we are blafied for the infa

mous attempt ; and whatever is faid afterwards 

to the <lifadvantage of that perfon, however true, 

paffes for calumny. To lye;, or to equivocate, 

(which is the fame thing) to excufe ourfelves for 

wh_at we have fa.id or done, and to avo.id the dan
ger of the flume that we appreh·end from it, difco

vers our fear as well as our falfehood ; and we 

only i ncreafe, infiead of avoiding, the danger and 

fhame ; we fhew ourfel ves to be the lowefi and 

meanefl of mankind, _and are fure to be always· 

treated as fuch. If we have the misfortune to be 

in the wrong, there is fomething noble in frankly 

()Wning it; it is the only way of atoning for it, 
and 
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and the only way to be forgiven. To remove a 
prefent d;;mger, by equivocating, evading, or 
iliuffiing, is fomething fo defpicable, and betrays 
fo much fear, that whoever praB:ifes them deferves. 
to be chafiif ed. 

· There is another fort of lyes, which, though 
inolfenfive are wonderfully ridiculous ; thofe, for 
example, which a mifi:aken vanity fuggefi:s, that 
defeas the very end for which they are calculated. 
Thefe are chiefly narrative and hifl:orical lyes, al~ 
intended to do infinite honour to their author. 
He -is always the hero of his own romances ; he 
has been in dangers which nobody but himfelf 
ever efcaped ; he has beheld with his own eyes, 
whatever other people _have heard or read of; and 
has ridden more miles pofl: in one day, than ever 
courier went in two. He is prefently difcovered, 
and as foon becomes the object of contempt and 

ridicule. 
Nothing but truth can carry us through the 

world, with either our confcience or our honour 
unwounded. It is not only our duty, but our in
tereft; as a proof of which it might be obferved, 
that th~ grea teft fools are the greatefr liars. We 
may fafely judge of a man's truth, by his degree 
of underftanding. 

MODE s .. 
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M O D E S T Y. 

MODESTY is a commendable,quality, and 
generally act";ompanies t~ue 'i'ner1t. ; it en

gages and captivates · the minds of p,e.opl~ ; for 
nothing is more {hocking and difgufiful, than 
prefumption and impudence. By this I do not 
mean a fieady affurance, which I think is of infinite 
utility and advantage, in prefenting one's felf "Yith 
the fame coolnefs and_ unconcern, in any, a!ld, 
every company: till .one can do that, I am v~ry 
fure that one can never prefent one's felf well. 
Whatever is done under concern and e1nbar
raffment, mufi be ill done ; and, till a man is ab
folutely eafy and unconcerned in every company, 
he will never be thought to have kept gooq, nor 
be verv welcome in it. , 

CE C O N O M Y. 

A F O O L fquanders away, without credit 
or advantage to himfelf, more than a man 

of fenfe fpends with both. The latter employs his 
money 
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money as he does his ti me, and never fpends the 

fmallefi trifle of either, but in fomething that is 

either ufeful, or rationally plea.fing to himfelf or 

others. Alfool buys whatever he does not wa~t. 
He cannot refifr the charms of a toy-iliop ; fnuff

boxes, baubles, heads of canes, &c. are his de
firutl:ion. His fervants and tradefmen confpire 

' with his own indolence to cheat him, and, in a 

very iliort time, he is afionifhe<l, in the midfi: of 

the mufi: ridiculous fuperfluities, to find himfelf in 
want of the real comforts and neceffari-es of life. 

Without care and method, the largefi fortune 
will not fupply all neceifary expences, and, with 

them, almofi the finallefi is fufficient. 

Never, from a mifiaken reconomy, buy a 

thing you do not want, merely becaufe it is cheap; 
or, from a ridiculous pride becaufe it is dear .. 

Keep an exatl: account, in a book, of what you 

;receive, and what you pay ; for, a man who 
knows what he receives, and what he pays, never 

runs out : but we fhould remember, in reconomy, 
as well as in other things, to pay proper atten

tion to proper objetl:s, and the proper contempt 
to little ones. A man of fenfe fees things in their 

true proportions : a weak one views them through 

a magnifying medium, which, like the nucro-
H 2 [cope, 
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fcope, makes an elephant of a flea; magnifies all 
little objetl:s, but cannot receive great ones. 
I have known people pafs for mifers, by faving a 
penny, and wrangling for two-pence, who were 
undoing themfelvcs at the f: me time, by living 
.move their income, anJ not attending to eifen
tial articles. 

0 R A T ·O R Y. 

ORA TORY, or the art of {peaking wel1, is 
ufeful in every fituation of Jife, and abfo

lutel y neceifar-y in mofr. A man cannot difrin
guifh himfelf without it, in parli ament, in the 
pulpit, or .:it the bar; and, even in common con
verfation, he who has acquired an eafy and ha
l>itual eloquence, and who fpeaks with propriety 
and accuracy; wiil have a great advantage over 
thofe who fp~ak inelegantly and incorretl:ly. The 
bufinefs of oratory is to perf uade ; and to plca;e, 
is the mofr effectual fiep tow:uds perfuading . It 
is very adv:rntageous for a man who fpeaks in 
public, to plea!"e his hearers fo much as to gain 
their attention ; which he cannot poilibly do, 
without the affifrance of oratory. 

It 
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It is certain, that by iludy and application, 

every man may make himfelf a tolerable good 

orator, eloquence depending upon obfervation 

and care. Every man may, if he pleafes, make 

choice of good inftead of bad worGS and phrafes,. 

m·ay fpeak with propriety infiead of impropriety, . 

and may be clear and perfpicuous in his recitals, , 

infread of dark and unintelligible; he may have 

grace infread of awkwardnefs in his geftures and 

deportment. In . fhort, it is in the power of every 

man, with pains and appli-cation, . to be a very 

agreeable, infieaci of a very difagreeable f peaker ;, 

and it is well worth the labour to excel other 

men in that particular article in which they excel 

beafis. , . 
Demofthenes thought it fo effentially necefr:·uy-

to fpeak well,. that though he naturally :ffottered> 

and had weak. lungs, he refolved, . by application, 

to overcome thofe difadvantages. , ,He cured his 

ftammering, .. by putting_ fmall pebbles in his mouth, . 

and· gradually ftrengthened his lungs, , by dai)y· 

uiing himfelf to fpeak loudly ·and difiinB:ly _fqr. a 

c:onfiderable time, ln fiormy . weather he ofte.q.1 

vifited the fea-fhore, , where he fpoke as loud as 

he could, in order to_ prepare hi mfel f, for the nofe· 

and murmurs of the popular a~emblies of the: 

H. 3 A thenians, 
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Athenians, before whom he was to fpeak. By 
this extraordinary care aml attention, and the 

confrant frudy of the beft authors, he.. became the 

greate;.fr orator that his own, 'or any other age or 

country ~ave produced. 

-
_ ✓- . .... .. P A S S I O N S. 

IN order to perfuade or prevail, we mufl: ad:.. 
· drefs ourfelves to the paffions; it is by them. 
· that mankind is to be t:iken. If we can once 

engag_e people's prid(?, love, pity, ambition, ( ar: 

which ever is their prevailing paffion; on our :fide,. 

we need: npt fear what their reafon can do againft. 

lll.S •. 

PElJiANT. RY .. 

GREAT learning, if. not ac.:::ompanirdt with 

found j-udgment, frequently carries us into, 

trror, pride,. a:nd pecfantry .. 

Some learned· men; proud ot their knowl'edie, 
~nly fpeak to · decide, and give j tidgment withou-t. 

appeal. The confeq~ence of- which· is, that man
kind,. provoked by the infult, , and injured by the 

t,_ppreffi.on:i . rev.olt.; and, in or<ler to . fha-ke · off·the-

tyrann y_9 ... 
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tyranny, even call the lawful authority in quef

tion. The more you know, the modefi:er you 

fhould b~ ; and that modefi:y is the furefi: way of 

gratifying your van~ty. Even where you are 
fure, feem rather doubtful : reprefent, but do not 

pronounce, but if you would convince others, 
feem open to conviction yourfelf. 

Others, to ihow their lea-rni11g, or often from 
the prejudices of a fchool-education, where they 
hear of nothing elfe, are always talking of the 

ancients as fomething more than men; and of th-e 

moderns as fomething lef-s. They- are never· 
without a claffic or two in their pockets ; they 

ftick to the old good: fenfe, they read none of the 

modern- traili ; and will iliow you plainly, that 
no impro:vement has been made, in any ·one art 
or fcience, thefe laffi· feventeen- hundred years. l 
would by no means., have you difown your ac

q_u3.intance ~ith the ancients; but frill lefs would. 
l have you brag of an exclufive intimacy with . 
them. , ,Speak.of the moderns without contempt, , 

and of.the ancients .without idolatry .; jl}g,g.e them 

all-by their, mer:its, but not, by their. ages ; and, 

if you happen, to have an. Elzevir claffic in yo1Jr. 
v,ocket> neither. fuow. it. nor. mention it •. 

,, 
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Some great frholars, mofr abfurdly, draw art 

their maxims, both for r.ublic and private life,. · 
- . from what they call parallel cafes in the ancient 

authors· ; without confidering, that in the fir:fl: 
place,. there never were, fince the. creation. of the 
world, two c~fes exaal.y parallel : and, in the. 

next place,. that there never . was a cafe frated,, 
or even known, by a.ny hifl:orian, with every one 

of its _ circumfrances ; which, however, ought to 

·be known, in order to . be reafonea from. Rea

fon upon the c;;afe itfelf, and _ the feveral circum

frances that attend it,. and all: accordin:gly; but 

not from the_ authority of antient poets or hifro

rians.. Take into your confide.ration, if you. 
pleafe, cafes feemingl y analogou.s ; but take them 

as helps only, not as guides. 

P ·L . E A S. I N G~ 

T H E defire of pleafing, is at 1ea:fi: half the· 

art of doing i.t;. the reft depends only upon1 

the manner,.. which .attention, obfervation, and. 

frequenting good company, will .teach. Thofe· 

. who are lazy, carelefs, and indifferent whe
1

ther 

they pleafe or not) we may depend upon it,_ will 
ll.eve.r pleafe... .. 
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The art of pleafing is a very neceffary one to 

poirefs; but a very difficult one to acquire. To 
do as one would be done by, is the fureil: method 
of pleafing. Obrerve carefully what pleafes us 
in others, and probably the fame things in us 
will pleafe others. If we are plea(ed with the 
complaifance and attention of others, to our hu
mours, our tail:es, or our weakne{[e:, ; the fame 
complaifance and attention on our part to theirs, 
will equally pleafe them. Let us be ferious, gay, 
or even trifling, as we find the prefent humour of 
the company. This is an attention due from 

· every individual to the majority. 

Of all things, we :fhould never think of enter
taining people with our own perfonal concerns, 
or private affairs ; though they are intereil:ing to 
us, they are tedious and impertinent to every 
body e]fe ; befides, we cannot keep our own pri
vate affairs too fecret. vVhatever we think our 
own excellencies may be, let us not affectedly 

• clifplay them in company; nor labour, as many 
peopie do, to give that turn to the converfation, 
which may afford us an opportunity of exhib:ting 
them. If they are real, they will infallibly be 
difcpvered, without our pointing them out our

felves, and with much more advantage. 
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An argument {hould never be maintained with 

heat and clamour ; though we believe or know 
ourfelves to be in the right, we {houl<l give our 

opinions modefily and cooly, and if that will not 
do, endeavour to change the converfation, by 
faying, " We £hall not be able to convince one 
another, nor is ·it neceffary that we !hould, fo let 

let .us talk of fomething elfe." 
It fnould alfo be remembered, that there is a 

local propriety to be obferved in all companies ; 

and that what is extremely proper in one com
p:rny, may be highly improper in another. 

The jokes, repartees, bon mots, and ~he lit
tle adventures, which may pleafe very well in 
one company, will feem flat and tedious when 

related in another. People very commonly err 
in this particular; and, fond of fomething that 
has entertained them in one company, aud in 
certain circumftances, repeat it with emphafis in 
another, where it is eit11er infipid or offenfive, by 

being ill--timed, or mifplaced. Nay, they often 
do it with this ridiculous preamble; " I will tell 
you an admirable thing;" or, " I will tell you 
the beft ftory you ever heard in your life." This 

raifes expectation, which, when abfolutely difap. 

pointed, 

.... 
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pointed, makes the relater of thofe excellent 
things, very defervedl y, look like a fool. 

To gain the affection or fri endiliip of particu
lar .people, we mufl: endeavour to find out their 
predominant ~xcellency, if they have one; and ~ 
their prevailing weaknefs, which every body has ; 
and do jufl:ice to the one, and fomething more 

- than jufiice to the other. Men have various 
objeB:_s in which they may excel, or at leafi: would 
be thought to excel ; and though they expeB: to 
have jufi:ice done them, where they know that 
they excel, yet they are b,efi: pleafed and flattered -
upon thofe points where they wifh to excel, and , 
yet are doubtful whether they do or not. We 
may eafil y difcover any man's pr~vailing vanity, 
by ·obferving his favourite topic of converfation; . 
for every man talks m.ofi of what he has mofl: a 
mind to be thought to excel in. Touch him but 
there, and you touch him to the quick. As fo1·· 
€Xample; Sir Robert W alpole, who was cer
tainly an able man, w as not much open to fl.::i.ttery 
upon that head; for he was in no doubt himfe]f 
about it ; .but his prevailing weaknefs was, to be 
thought to have a polite and happy turn to gal
lantry ; of which he had certain} y lefs than any 

· mau living : it was his favourite and · frequent 

fubject 
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fubjeB: of converfation; which proved to thofe 

who had any penetration, that it was his prevail

ing weaknefs. And they applied it with fucc~fs. 

It mufi: not, however, be underfl:ood, that I 
mean to recommeml abject and criminal flattery: 

No, let us Batter nobody's vices or crimes; but, 

on the contrary, abhor and difcourage them : but 

there .is 'no living in the world without a com

plaifant ind.ulgence for people's weakndfes, and 

fonocent, though ridiculous vanities. If a man 

would be thought wifer, and a woman handfomer, 

than they really are, their error is a comfortable 

one to themfelves, and an iPmocent one with re

gard to other people; and I would rather make 

them my friends, by indulging them in it, than 

my enemies, b_y vainly endeavouring to undeceive 

them. 
There are 1ikewife little attentions, which are 

infinitely engaging, and which fenfibly affect that 

degree of pride and felf-!ove, whil h is infeparable 

from human nature ; as they are unqueftionable 

proofs of the regard ,.and confideration which we 

have ·for the perfons to whom we pay them. As 

for example, to obferve the little habits, and the 

tafl:es of thofe who1:_1 we would gain ; giving 

them, genteely, to underfl:and, that you had ob-

ferved 



' 

P L E A S I N G. 85 

ferved they like? fuch a difh, or fuch a room ; 
for which reafon you had prepared it : or, on the 
contrary, that knowing they had an averiion to 

fuch a diili, a diflike to Cuch 3. perfon, &c. you 
had taken care to avoid having either. Such at
tention to trifles, flatters felf-love much more 
than greater things, making people think them
fel ves almofi tile only objects of your thoughts. 

The art of pleafing cannot be reduced to a re-' ' 
ceipt; if it could, that receipt would be worth 
purchafing at any price. Good {en[e, and good 

nature, are the principal ingredients ; and our 
own obfervation, and the good advice of others, 
muft give the right ' colour a~d tafte to it. 

The graces of the perfon, the countenance~ 
and the way of [peaking, are effential things ; the 
very fame thing, faid by a genteel perfon, in an 
engaging way, and gracefulJy and difrin.cHy fpo

ken, would pleafe ; which would ihock if mlilt
tered out by an awkward figure, with a fullen, 
ferious countenance. The poets reprefent Venus 
as attended by the three graces, to intimate that 
even beauty will not do without, Minerva ought 

to have three alfo; for, without them, learnin:g; 
has few attractions. 

I If 
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If . we examine ourfelves ferioufly, why parti

cular people pleafe and engage us, more than 
others of equal merit, we iliall always find that it 
is becaufe the former have the graces, and the 
latter not. I have known many a woman, with 

• an exact ihape, and a fymmetrical affemblage of 
beautiful features, pleafe nooody; while others, 
with very moderate fhapes and features, have 
charmed every body. .It is certain that Venus 
will not charm :fo much without her attendant 
graces, as they will without her. Among men, 

·.how often has the moft folid merit been neglected, 
:unwelcome, or even rejected for want of them ? 

- while flimfy parts, little knowledge, and lefs me
rit, introduced by the graces, have been received, 
-cherifhed, and admired. 

How to acquire thefe graces, can neither be 
defined or afcertained, We muft form ourfe]ves, 
with regard to others, upon what we feel pleafes 
us in them. Obferve every word, look, and 
m0tio11 of thofe who are generally allowed to be 
.accompliilred perfons. Take notice of their na
tural and carelefs, but genteel .air; their unem:.. 
barraffe<l good-breeding. 

The late Duke of Marlborough poffeffed the 
grace.s in the }1ighefi degree, not to fay engroffed 

them, 
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them, and indeed he made the rnofr advantage 
by them ; for I will venture to afcribe the better 
half of the Duke of Marlborough's greatnefs and 
riches to thofe graces. He was exceedingly illi
terate ; wrote bad Englifh, and fpelled it worfe : 
he had no brilliancy of -parts, nothing ihining 
in his genius. He had indeed an excellent good 

· plain underfl:anding, with found j~dgment. But 
thefe alone, perhaps, would not have raifed him 
much higher than they found him; which was, a 

page to the queen of king James the fecond. 
There the grac~s protected and promoted him, 
for when he was an enfign of the guards, the 
D□tchefs of Cleveland, who was then the favo
rite mifrrefs to king Charles the fecond, il:ruck 
by thofe very graces, gave him ·five thoufand 
pounds; with which he bought an annuity of five 
hundred pounds a year, which laid the foundation 
of his fubfequent fortune. His figure indeed was 
beautiful, but his manner was irreGfrable. What
ever court he went to, he conil-antly prevailed, 
and brought them into his rneafures. He was 
always cool ; and nobody ever obferved the leaff 
variation in his countenance : he couic.l refufe 
more gracefully, than other- people could grant;, 
al-ld thofe who were diffatisfied,_ as to. the fub--

1 2. france-
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ftance of their bufinefs, \l\~ere yet perfonally charm
ed with him, and in fome degree compenfated by 
his manner. With all his_gentlenefs and grace
fulnefs, no man was more confcious of his fitu
ation, or maintained it wit!i more dignity. 

P L E A S U R E. 

M ANY young people adopt pleaf ures, for 
_ which they have not the leaft tafie, only 

becaufe they are called by that name. They 
often miftake fo totally, as to imagine that de
bauchery is pleafure. Drunkennefs, which is 
equally deftructive to body and mind, is certainly 
a fine pleafure ! Gaming, which draws us into a 
thoufand fcrapes, leaves us pennylefs, and gives 
us the air and manners of an outrageous madman, 
is another moft exquifite pleafure ! 

Pleafure is the rock which moft young people 
' fplit upon; they launch out with crowded fails in 
quefi of it, but without a compafs to direct their 
c:ourfe, or reafon fufficient to freer the -v.e!fcl, 
therefore pain and {hame, infiead of _pleafure, are 
the returns of -their voyage. 

A man of pleafure> in the vulgar acceptation 
of that phrafel means only a beafrly drunkard, an 

abandoned 
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abandoned rake, and a profligate fwearer : we 
fuould weigh the prefent enjoyment of our plea-
fores, againfr the unavoidable confequences of 
them, and then. let our own common fenfe deter
mine. the ch0ice. _ 

We may enjoy the pleafures of the- table and 
wine,, but ftop :lhort of the pairs infeparabl y an-· 
nexed to an excefs in- either.. We may let other.· 
people do as they will, without formally and fen-

• tentioufly rebuk-ing them for it; but we muft be 
firmly refolvec.l, not to, deftroy our own faculties-·. 
and conftitution,. in compliance to thofe who have· 
no regard to-their own. We· may play to give · 
us pleafure, but not to give us pain.: we m ay· 

_ p'lay for trifles in mixed companies, . to amufe· 
ourfelves, an<l conform to cuftom., Go0cl' coin. ... -
pany are not, fond of having a man reeling drunk. 
among them-; nor is iti agreeable to fee another 
tear ing his hair, and blafpneming, for having loft,, 
at play, more than he is able to pay; or a rake,~ 
Grippled· by coarfe an<l infamous debauches. Thofe 
who pracl:ife, and brag <?f thefe things, make. no, 

part of. good Gompany:; and _are moil: unwilling
ly, if ever, admitted· into it.. A. real . man of 
fa!hion and pleafure, . obferves decency; . at.leaft,) 
he nei ther borrows nor affecl:s vices·.. · 

I 3 We · 
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We ihould be as attentive to our pleafures as 
to our fi:udies. In' the latter,. we -iliould obferve. 
~md reflect upon all we read,, and in the former,:, 
be watchful and attentive to ev€r) thir.1g we fee. 
:and hear ; and l~t us never have it to fay, as fome 
fools do, of things that were fuid and done before · 
their faces. That " indeed they did not mind. 
them, becaufe they- were thir.1king of fomething 
t:1fe." V✓hy were they thinking of fomething , 
elfe ? And if they were,. why did they <::ome there? 
Wherev.er we are,. we fbould ( as it is vulgarly 
t::xpreffed) have our ear-s and our eyes about us •. 
We ihould hfien to e.v.ery thing that is faid, and. 
fee every thing that is do11e. . Let us _ obferve,

1 

~i.thout being thoug~t obfervers; for, otherwife, 
Eeople will be upon their g_uard before us, . 

All. gaming,· field fports, and fuch.fort ofamufe-
ments, . where ne.i ther the underfranding nor the . 
ffnfes have the lea:fl:: ihare, are frivolous,. and the : 
iefources of little minds, who @ither do not think,, 
or do not love to think. But the pleafures of a 
man of parts, either. flatter the. fenfes, . or improve_ 
the mind. 

r.fhere are l.iberal and illiberal pleaf{iresj as~ · 
well as liberal and illiberal arts.. Sottiih drun-
iennefs). indifcri1ninate glu.ttony., driving coaches)., 

· r.ufi:i~. 
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r~ilic fpor.ts, fuch . as fox .. chafes, horfe-races,. &c. 
are infinite] y below the honeft and induftrious 
profeffions of a· taylor and a ilioemaker~ 

The. more we apply to bufinefs, the more we 
r.eliili our pleafur.es.: the exercife of the mind in 
the morning, bx :ftudy, whets the appetite for the 
pleafures of the evening, . as . the exercife of the 
body whets the. appetite for dinner.. Bufinefs and 
pleafure,. rightly underftood, mutually affifr each 
other ; jnfread of being enemies, as fooliili or 
d_ull people often th~nk them. We cannot tafte 
r.leafures truly, unlefs we earn . them . by previous 
hufinefs ; an~ few people do . bufinefs well, who 
qo nothing eife. But, when I fpeak of pleafures,, . 
1 ah~4ys mean the ·elegant pleafures of a rational 
be.i_ng, ; and not the brutal ones of a f wine • . , 

' 
~ :i::-::::,::::-:,~:-::::.::::-::;:-::::-::::•:·::•::::•:~\:i:1.:•::::,::::•::::•:·::•:: ::-:;:: ,:: :: •:·;!:•::.:•::::o::;;,,:; ;. -:::;,:;f:-tj 

p o- E . R 

T HE Poets require our attention and o bfer .... 
vation .more than the profe authors; p,oetry. 

being more out of the .common way than prof.e.· 
compofttions are .. Poets · have greate.r, lib.ert ies . 
aJlowed them than profe writ .: rs, whkh is calledJ 
the Poetical.Licence, Horace fay_s, that-Poets and 

Painters 
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Painters have an. eq.ual privilege of attempting 

any thing. 

Fiction,.. that is,, invention, is faid. to be the· 

foul of Poetry; for example, the Poets give life· 
I , 

to feveral inanimate things ; as for in•ftance, . they 

reprefent the paffions,, as -love, _ fury, envy, &co, -

under_ humaR . .figures,, which . .figures are allegori

cal ; that is, reprefent the q)lali.ties and effects of 

thofe paffions.. Thus the Poets reprefent love· 

as a. little buy,, called Cupid,. becaufe love is the· 

paffion. of young people chiefly.. He is reprefent-

ed likewife blind ;. hecaufe love makes no diilinc-

tion, and takes away the j _udgmen.t.. He has a. 

bow and arrow, .. with which. he is fuppofecl to, 

wound· people,, becaufe love gives pain.; and he 

has a pair of wing_~ to, fly. with,. becaufe love. 

is changeable, and apt to fly fr.om one obj_elt: to, 

another.. Fury likewife is repr.efented under the' 

figures of three women, called. the three fu.ries ; 

Ale&,, Megcera,., and. Tifiphone.. They are 

defcr.ibed with. lighted torches- or. fbmbeaux, in1 

their hands ; becaufe r:age and· fury is for, fetting 

fir.e to, every thing. They ar:e likewife drawn : 

with ferpents·, hiffing. about their heads ; becaufe: 

ferpents are poifonous and defhuB:ive animals •. 

Envy is defcribed as a woman,; melancho1 y, pale, 

livid,, 
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livid, and puung; becaufe env10us people axe 

never pleafed, but al ways repining at other peo

ple's happinefs; !he is fuppofe<l to feed on fer

pents ; becaufe envious people only comfort them

felves with the misfortunes of others. 

- Poetical diction is more fublime and lofty than 

profe. In verfe, things are feldom faid plain] y and 

fimply, as one would fay them in profe; but they 

are defcribed and embelli!hed, as for example ; 

what we hear the watchman fay often in three . 

words, a cloudy morning, is faid thus in verfe, in 

the tragedy of Cato. 

" The dawn is overcaft, the morning lowers,. 

" And heavily in clouds brings on the day.'' 

This is poetical diction, which would be im

proper in profe, though each word feparately may 

be ufed in profe. 

Poetry abounds in metaphors, fimilies, an<l al .• 

legories. The following copy of verfes of Mr. 
v\r aller's, is extremely poetical, _ and full of 1mages· .• 

It is to a lady who played upon the lute. 

" Such moving founds from fuch a carelefs touch, 

u So little £he concern'd, and we fo much, 

" The trembling firings about her fingers croud, 

'" Aru:l tell their joy to ev'ry kifs alouq__. _ 

'~ Small 
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- " Small force there needs to make them tremble fo, 

"Touch'dbythath:md, whowouldnottrembletoo? 
" Here love takes fiand, and while fhe charnls 

the ear, 
" Empties his quiver on the lifr'ning deer. 
" Mufic fo fo>ftens and difarms the mind, · 
" That not one arrow cari refifl:ance find. 
" Thus the fair tyrant celebrates the prize, 
" And acts herfelf the triumph of her eyes. 
" So, Nero once, with harp in hand, furvey'd 
" His flaming Rome, and as it burnt he played.,,. 

Obferve all the poeticul beauties of thefe verfes-. 
He fuppofes the founds of the firings, when !he 
touches them, to be the expreffion of their joy for 
kiffing her fingers. Then he compares the 
trembling of the firings to the trembling of 
a lover, who is fuppofcd to tremble with 
joy and ·awe, when touched by the perfon he. 
loves. He reprefents love as franding by her, and 
fhooting his arrows at people's hearts, while her 
mufic foftens and difarms them. Then he con
cludes with that fine fimile of Nero, a very cruel 
Roman emperor, who fet Rome on fire, and 
pJayed on the harp all the while it was burning ; 
for as love is reprefented by the Poets as fire and 
flames2 fo fue1, while people were burning for 

lo¥e 
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Jove of her, played, as Nero did while Rome, 
ivvhich he had fet on fire, was burning. Thefe 
~erfes are all long, or heroic verfes, that is, of ten I 
.fyllables, or five feet. · 

Defcription is alfo a beautiful part of Poetry, 
and much ufed by the befi: Poets ; it is likewife 
called_ painting, becaufe it r_eprefents -things in fo 
lively and :fhong a manner, that we think we fee 
them as in a picture. 

The defcription of the houfe or <lwelling of 
rumour, that is, common r~ort, from Ovid's 
Metamorphofes, is exceedingly beautiful. You 
will th~re find all the particularities of rumour, 
how immediately it fpreads itfelf every where, 
how it adds faHhoods to truth, how it impofes on 
the vulgar; and how credulity, error, joy, and _ 
fear, dwell with it, becaufe cre<lulous people 
believe lightly whatever they hear_, and that all 
people in general are inclined to believe what they 
either wifu or fear much. You may obfcrve, 
how quic--kly a piece of news fpreads itfe]f all over 
the town. How it is firft whifpered about, then 
fpoken aloud. How almoft every body, that re
peats it, adds fomething to it. How the vulgar, 
that is, the ordinary people, believe it imme
diately. And how other people give credit to it, 

according 
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according as they wi!h it true or not. All this 

yo~ will find painted in the following lines. · 
/ 

" Full in the mid{l: of this create<l fpace, 

" Betwixt heav'n, earth, and D<".ies, there fiands 

a place, 

" Confining on all three, with triple bound; 

'' Whence all things, tho' remote, are view' d 

. around: 

" And thither bring their undulating found. 

" The palace of loud fame, her feat of pow'r, 

" Plac'd on the fummit of a lofty tow'r; · 

" A thoufand winding entries, long and wide, 

" Receive of fre{h reports a flowing tide. 

'' A thoufand crannies in the walls are made; 

" Nor gate, nor bars, exclude the .buf y trade~ 

" 'Tis bu.ilt of brafs, the better to diffufe 

" The fpre a<ling founds, and multiply the news : 

u Where echoes in repeated echoes play, 

" A mart for ever full, and open night and day~ 

" Nor filence i3 within, nor voice exp refs, 

" But a deaf noife of founds, that never ceafe. 

"' Confus'<l, and chid'ing, like the hollow roar 

'' ·Of tid~?, receding from th' infulted ihore. 

'' Or like the broken thunder beard from far, 

'" When Jove .at difiance drives the rolling war ... 

" The 

/ 
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" The courts are fill'd with a tumultous din 
" Of crouds, or iffuing forth, or en tering in : 

91-

'' A thorough-fare of news: where fome dev ife 
" Things never heard, fome mingle truth with 

lies ; 
<c The troubled air with empty founds they beat, 
" Intent to hear, and eager to repeat. 
<, Error fits brooding there, with added trai n 
" Of vain credulity, and joys as vain : 
" Sufpicion, with [edition· join'd, are near, 
<" And rumours rais'd, and murmurs mix'd, and 

panic fear. 
" Fame fits aloft, and fees the fubjeB: ground:). 
<, And feas about, and fkies above; enquiring all 

around.'~ 

GAR TH'S Ovid • 

., 
p R A I s E. 

I 

PRAISE undeferved is the feverefr fat ire and· 
abufe, and the moft effectual means of ex

pofing the vices a~d foll ies of mankind . This. is 
a figure of fpeech called irony, expreffing · the 
direct contrary of what you mean. If ny one 
were to compliment a notorious knave for his 

K. fingular 
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fi ngular honefi:y and probity, and an arrant block: .. 
_ head for his brilliant par.ts, every ~dy would im. 

c111ediately difcover the fatire. When ~iry- one is 
commended, he fuould confider fairly, within 
.himfelf, whe_ther he deferves it or not_, and if he 

(foes not deferve it, he :lhould .remember that he 
.i s abufed and laughed at, and endeavour to deferv:e 

.better for the future, that he may ceaie tc be .a 
fµbj ect for irony. 

,.Praife und~(erv'_d is fati.re in .difguifo. 

J'OPE. 

·P .R O M -I S E. 

N OT to perform our promife is a folly, a 

9i£honour and a onme. It is a folly, be

caufe no one will rely on us afterwards; and it is 
.a difhonour and a crime, becaufe truth is the firft 

_,guty of religion and morality: and: whoever is no..t 

yoffe!fed of truth, cannot be fuppofed to have any 
.one good quality, and mufi be held in det.efration 

.~y all iood men. 

.RELIGION. 
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R E L I G l O No 

ERRORS and mifi:akes, however grofs, in · 
matters of opinion, if they are finceFe, are 

to be pitied ; but not punifhed, nor laughed at~ 

1~he blindnefs of the underfianding is as much to 

be pi tied as the blindnefs of the eyes ; and it is 
neither laughable nor criminal for a man to lofc 

his way in either cafe. Charity b;ds us endeavour 

to fet him right, by arguments and perfuafions _; 

but charity, at the fame time, forbids us either to 

punifh or ridicule his misfortune. Every man 

feeks for truth, but God only know.s who has 

found it. It is unjufr to perfecute, anG abfurd ·to : 

ridicule people for their feveral opinion£, which 

they cannot help entertaini_ng upon the convi8:io1'( 

of their reafon. It is he who tells, or a0s a lye, . 

that is guilty, and not he who honefily and fin
cerely believes the lye. 

The object of all public worfhips in the world 

is the fame ; it is that great eternal Being who 

created every thing. The different manners of 

worfhip are, by no means, fubjeB:s of ridicule. 

Each feet thinks his own the befi ; and I know 

no infallible judge in this world, . to decide which 

is the beft. 

K2 There . 
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There was a tiine when I thought it i npoffible 

for the mofr honeR: man in the· world to be faved 
out of the pale of the church of England; not 
confidering that matters of opinion do not depend 
upon the will ; and that it is as natural, and as 
aJlowab1e_, that another perfon Ihould differ in 
opinion from me, as that I 1bould differ from him. 
lf we ate both fincere, we are ,both blamelefa, 
and ought to have a mutual indulgence for each 
other. 

R H E T O R I C. 

A Iv!AN who fpenks and writes ·with 1 g:rncy 
~nd grace, who makes a good choic f 

words, and udori1s or embelli{hcs the fubjcB:, 
upon which he either fpeaks or· writes, will per-
fua<le better, and more cafily fucceed in obtaining 
\::hat he wifhcs, than one who cl es not clcnrJy 
explain himfc1f, makes an ill choice of word , 
01: ufes low a11d vulgar expreffions ; and who has 
neither grace nor elegance in any thjng he writes -
or fay s,. It is by Rhetoric that the art of fpeak
_ingeloquently is ta_ught. 

V./ hatever language a perfon ufcs\ he- fhould 
.fpe;:ik it in its greatefi purity, and according to 

the 

• 
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the rules of grammar_:· nor is it fufficient that 
we do not fpeak a language ill, we mufr endeavour 
t0 fpeak it well ; for which purpofe, we fhoul<l 
read the befl: authors with attention, 2.nd obferve 
how people of fafhion and education fpeak. 
Common people, in general, f peak ill ; they 
make u[e of inelegant and vulgar expreffions, . 
which people of rank never do-. In numbers 
they frequently join the fingular and the plural · 
together, and confound the mafculine with the 
feminine gender, and feldom make choice of the · 
proper tenfe. To avoid all thefe faults, . we fhould -.. 
read with attention, and obferve the turn and 
expreffions of the be:fl: authors ; nor fhould we · 
pafs over a word we do not perfeltly under:fl:and, ,. 
without fearching or enquiring for the . exalt 
meaning of. it:.. -

It is faid, that a man mufr be born a ppet; but . 
it is in his power to maim himfelf an orator : 

for · to b~ a poet requires a certain degree of~ 
ftrength aJ?-d vivacity of mind ; but that attentioni> } 
reading, and Jabour, are fu.flicient to form an i 
@!'3,tor, 

' 
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T A S T E. 

T ASTE, in)ts ·primary fignification, fignifieg 
the tafte of the palate in eating or drinking, 

lmt is metaphorically ufed for the judgment we 
form of any art or fcience : to fay a man has a 
good tafl:e in poetry, is to mean that lie judges 
well of poetry, and difiingui{hes properly the 
beauties and defects -of the cornpofaion . To fay 

.a man has a goo~ tafie in pai-nting, is a'dmitting 
,,th~t he Js a good judge of pictures~ 

T I-I O U ·G H To 

'THOUGH we read to know' other people's
- thoughts, yet if we take them· upon trufl-,, 

without examining them, an<l comparing them 
with Gur own, it is really living upon other· 

,people's fcraps . To know the thoughts of others 
is cer.tainly of ufe,- becaufe th~y f~ggefl: thoughts 

,to ourfelves, and affifl: .us in forming a judgment; 
;b~t to repeat them without-confidering 'their pro
.prie~y, is the talent of.a parrot or a player. 

'TIM·E.i / . 
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.TIME is precious, life {hort, and confcqucntly 
not a fingle moment iliould be lofl:. Sen. 

fible men know how to make the mofl: of time, 
and put out their whole furn either to intereft or 
,pleafure ; -they are never -idle, but continually em
ployed either in amufements or fiudy. It is a 
univerfal maxim that idlenefs is the mother of 
vice. It is, however, certain that lazinefs is the 
inheritance of fools_, and ·that nothing can be fo 
defpicable as a fluggard. Cato the' Cenfor, a 
a wife and virtuous Roman, ufed to fay, there 
were but three actions of his life that he regretted. 
The fu:ft was, the having revealed a fecrct to his 
w ife ; the fecond, that he had once gone by fea, 
when he might have gone by land ; and the third., 
the having .paifed one day without doing an,y 

.thing. 
· · We fhouU always be doing fomething, and 
never laviih away fo valuable a thing as Time .;, 
which, if once lo~, can never be regained. 

How little do we re.fleet on the ufe and valae of 
T1me ! It is in every .body's mouth, but in a 
few .people's practi~ev Ever,y fool, who flatterns 

~~-way -
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away his whole time in nothings, frequently utteiS 

fome trite common-place fencence, to prove at 

once, the value and the fl.eetnefs of Time. The 

fun-dials, all oyer Eutop_e, have fome ingenious 

infcription to that effect ; fo that nobody fquan--

ders awax their Time, without freqnently he-aring 

and feeing how neceifary it-is to employ it well; 

and how irrecoverable it is if loft. But all thefe 

admonitions are ufelefs, when there is not a fund -

of good fenfe and reafon to fugge:!b them, rather . 

than receive them. 

A very covetouF, fordid fe1Iow, ufed to fay,. 

'' Take care of the pence, for the pounds will 
6' take care of themfeJves." This was a jufr 

and fenfib]e reflection in a mifer. . May we take. 

care of- minutes ; for hours will take care of 

th emf elves . 

Be doi11g fomething or other all day long; and

not . neg}ect half-hours and. quarters of hours, 

which at the y_ear's end, amount to a great furn .: 

:for infi-ance : There are many ihort intervals in 
the day, between fiudies and pleafures : infiead 

of fitting idle <;nd yawning, in tho{e intervals, 

fnatch up fome valuable book, and continue the 

r.eading of that book till you have got through it; 
never burden you.r mind with more than one 

thing 
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thing at a time: and in reading this book do not 
run over it fuperficially, but read every paffage 
twice .over, at leaft do not pafs on to a fecond, 
tilJ you · thoroughly underfl:and the firfl:, nor qu.it 
the book till you are mafl:er of the fubjeB:; for 
unlefs you do thi..s, you may rea<l it through, and 
not .remember the contents of it for a week. 

What,ever bufinefs you have, do it the firfl: 
mo:ne1;i.t you can; never by halves, but finifh it 
without interruptio~ if poffible. Bufinefs mufr 
not be fr untered and trifled with. The mofl: con
venient feafon for bufinefs is the fi.dl:; but fiudy 
and bufinefs, in fome meafure, poiflt out their own 
times to a man of fenfe ; time is much oftener 
fquan<lered away in the wrong choice and im
pro:pcr methods of amufement an.cl pleafure. 

Difpatch is the foul of b~finefs; and nothing 
contributes more to difpatch .than method. Lay 
down· a method for ·every thing, and !tick to it 
invioh1.bly, us far as unexpected incidents may 
allcw. Fix one certain hour and day in the week 
for your accounts, and keep them together in 
their proper ?rder ; by . which means they will 
require very little time, an<l. you can never be 
much- cheated. Whatever letters and papers you 
~..;:ep, docket and tie them up in their refpe;ltive · 

ch1ffes-» 

/ 
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claffes, fo that you may infrantly have recourie t6 
any one. Lay down a method alfo for your
reading, for which you allot . a certain £hare of 
your mornings; let it be in a confrfi:ent and con-·· 
f~cutive courfe, and not in that defultory and im-· · 
methodical manner, . in wh•ch many people read . 
fcraps of different authors, . upon different fubj~cl:s •. 
Keep a ufeful and- iliort common-place book of 
what you read, to help your memory only, and -

- not. for-pedantic quotations. , Never read hiftory · 
without having maps, and a chronological book, 
or tables, lying by you, and confiantly recurred 
to; without which, hifrory is only a confufed 
heaP. of facts •. 

You will fay, it may be, as many young people. 
would, that all this or<ler and method is very 
troublefome, only fit for dull people, and a djfa_ 
greeable refrraint upon the nobie fpi ri t and fire of 
youth. I deny it; and a~ert, on the contrary7 , 

that it will procure you both more time 3.nd more 
tafre for your p1eafures ~ and, . fo far from being 
troublefome to you, that; after you have purfued · 
it a month, , it would be troublefome ~o you to 1 

lay it afide. Bufinefs whets the appetite, and 
g_ives a tafi:e for pleaf ures, as excrcife does to · 
food ; and bufinefs can never be done without 

method ~ 
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rmethod: it raifes the fpirits for pleafures; and a 
.Jpecl:acle, a ball, an alfembly, will much more 
.. fenfibly affect a man who has employed, than -a 
man who has lofi, the .preceding part of the <lay. 

If, by accident, two or three hours are fome
times wanting for fome .ufeful p.urpofe, borrow 

.them from your Deep. Six, or at moil: feven 
hours fleep is, for a confiancy, as much as you 
or any body can want: more is on~y lazinefs and 
,dozing; and is both-unwholefome and fiupifying. 
Jf, by chance, _your bufinefs, or your pleafures, 
fuould keep you up till four or five o'clock in the 
.morning, rife exactly at your ufual time, that 
_you may not lofe the precious morning hours; 
.and that the want of Deep may force you to go to 
bed earlier the next night. 

Above all things, guard againft frivoloufnefs . 
The frivolous mind is always bufied, but to little 
purpofo ; it takes little objects for great ones, 
and throws away"upon trifles that time and atten
tion which only important things deferve. Knick
kna·cks, butter.flies., £hells, infeB:s, &c. are the 
objects of their mofl: ferious refearches.. They 
contem_plate the drefs, not the characters, of the 
-company they keep. They attend more to the 
r<lecorations of a play, than to the fenfe of it ; and 

to 
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t0 the ceremonie ~ of a ~ourt, more than to its 

politics. Such an employment of time 1s an 

abfolute lofs of it. 

Know the true value of time ; fnatch, feize, 

and enjoy every moment of it. No i<llenefs,. 

no lazinefs, no procraftination : never put off till 

to-morrow what you can do to-day. That was 

the rule of the famous and unfortunate Penfion

ary De · Witt; who, by ftriB:ly following it, 

found time not only to do the whole bufinefs of 

the Republic, but to pafs his evenings at afiem"" 

hties and [uppers, as if-he had had nothing elfe to 

do or think of. 

T R A V E L L I N G. 

T HOSE who travel heedlefsly from place to 

place, obferving only their diftance from 

each other, and attending only to their accommo

dation at the inn at night, fet out fools, and will 

certainly retur_n fo. Thofe who regard only the 

raree ihows of the places which they go through, 

fuch as fteeples, clocks, town-houfes, &c. re

ceive fo little improvement from their travel s, 

that they might as well ftay at-home. But thofe 

who 

,, 
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who obferve, and enquire irito the !ituations, the 
:firength, the weaknefs, the trttde, the manu
facl:ures, the government, and confiitution of 
every place they vifit ; who frequent the befi: 
companies, and at.tend to their feveral manners 
and characl:ers ; thofe alone travel with advan
tage: and as they fet .iut wife, return wifer. 

V A N I T Y. 

BE extremely on your guard 'againft vanity, 
the common failing of inexperienced youth ; 

but particularly _againfi that kind of vanity that 
dubs a man a coxcomb. It . is not to be ima
gined by hqw many different ways vanity defeats 
its own purpof~s. Some people, by deciding 
peremptorily upon every f ubjecl:, betray their ig
norance upon many, and thew a difgufiing pre
fumption upon the reft. Some flatter their va-. 
nity, by little eJ;Ctraneous objecl:si which have 
not the leaft relation to themfelves ; fuch as be ... 
ing defcended from, related to, or acquainted 
with people of diftingui!hed merit, and eminent 
characters. They talk perpetually of their gr4nd
fath~r fuch-a~one, their uncle fuch•a-one, and 

L thcir 
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their intimate friend, ~,fr. fuch-a-one, whon,, 
po11ibly, they are hardly acquainted with. But 
admitting it all to be as they would have it, what 
then? Have they the more merit for th()fe acd::. 
dents ? Certainly not. On th·e contrary, their 
taking up adventitious, proves their want of in
trinfic merit; a 'ri~h man never borrows. Take 
this rule for granted, as a never-failing one, 
That you muft never feem to affect the character 
in which you have a !Ilind to fhine. Modefiy is 
the only · fure bait when you angle for praife. 
The affectation of courage will make even a brave 
man pafs only for a bully; as the affectation of 
wit will make a man of parts pafs for a coxcomb. 
By this modefty I do not mean timidity, and 
awkward bailifulnefs. On the contrary, be in .. 
wardly firm and fteady, know your own value, 
whatever it may be, and act upon that princip}e.; 
but• take great care to let nobody difcover that: 
you do know your own value. . Whatever· real 
merit you have, other people will dikover; and 
people always magnify their own difcoveries., as 
they leffen thofe of others, , 
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V I CI OU S COMP AN Y. 

T HE moral charaB:er of a man !hould be not 
only pure, but, like Ccefar's wife, un[uf

peB:ed. The leaft fpeck, or blemiili, upon it, is 
fatal. - Nothing degrades and vilifies more, for 
it excites and unites deteftation and contempt. 
There are, however, wretches in the world pro
fligate e1~ough to explode all notions of moral 
good and evil; to maintain that they are merely 
local, and depend entirely upon the cufl:oms and 
falhions of different countries : nay, there are 
frill, if poffible, more unaccountable wretches; I 
mean, thofe who affect to preach and propagate 
fuch abfurd and infamous notions, without believ
ing them themfelves. Avoid, as much as pofii
ble, the company of fuch people, who reflect a 
degree of difcredit and infamy upon all who con
verfe with them. But as you may fometimes, by 

I 

accident, fall into fuch company, take great care 
that no complaifance, no good humour, no warmth 
of feftal mirth, ever make you feem even to ac
quiefce, much lefs · approve or applaud, fuch in
famous doctrines. On the other hand, do not 
debate, nor enter into ferious argument, upon a 
fubjeB: fo much below it: but content yourfelf 

L 2 with , 
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with teliing th em, that you know they are net 
ferious; that you have a much better ' <?pinion of 
them, than they would have you have; and that ,, 
y0u are very fure they would not praB:ife the 

~oB:rine they preach. But µut your private mark 

upon t'tem, and fhun them for ever afterwards. 

'I'here is nothing fo delicate as a man's moral 

character, and nothing which it is his intereft fo 

much to preferve pure. Should he be fufpeB:ed 

()r injuftice, malignity, _perfidy, lying, &c. all 

the parts and knowledge in the world will never 

, - procure him efteem, friendibi p, or refpetl:. I, 
,:herefor~, recommend to you a moft fcrupulous 

temlernefs for your moral cbaratl:~, .and the 

.u tmoft care not to fay or do the leafi thing that 

may, ever fo fli ght:Jy, taint it. Show yoUI felf, 
upon all occafions, the fri end, but not the bully, 

9f virtue. Even Colonel Ch:::irtn~s ( who was the 

moft notorious rafcal in the world, and who had, 

by all forts of crimes, ama:ffed immenfe w ealth) 

_ fenfible of the di fadvantage of a bad chara8:er, 

was once heard to fay, that "though he w~>U]<l 

" not give ope fa rthing for virtue, he would g iv e 

" ten thoufand pou,nd s for a characl:er ; becaufc 

" he ilioul<l get a hundr~d thoufa nd pounds by 

' ' it." Is it poffible, then, that an honeft man 
can 
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can neglect what a wife rogue would purchafe fo 
dear? 

There is one of the vices above-mentioned,. 
into which people of good education, and, in the 
mai.n, of geod principles, fometimes fall, from 
rniftaken notions of fkill, dexterity, and felf
defence ; I mean lying ; though it i,s infeparably 
attended with more infamy and lofs than any other. 
But as I have before given yoH my fenfiments 
v:ery freely o.n this fubj,ecl ; I fuall, therefore7 
conclude this head, with intreating you to be 
fcrupuloufly jealous 0f the purity ©f your moral 
<,:harall:er, keep it immaculate,. unblemifhed, un
fu1lied ; and it w~ll be unfufpected. Defamation 
apd calumny never attack w.here there is no weak 
place; they magnify but they do not createo 

V E R S E , S~ 

T H E making verfes well is an ~agreeable, 
talent ; for,, as it is more di.fficu] t to ex:o

prefs our thoughts in verfe than in profe,. there
fore the being capable of doing it is mare , 
~lorious, 

L 3 VIRTUE, 
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V I R T u E. 

VIRTUE is a fubjeB: which deferves your and 
. every man's attention . It confifis in doing 
good, and in fpeaki~g truth ; the effeB:s of it,. 
therefore, are advantageous to a.11 mankind, and 

- to one's felf in particular . Virtue makes us pity. 
and relieve the misfortunes of mankind: it makes. 
us promote jufiice and good order- in fociety; and,." 
in general, contributes to whatever tends to the 
real _ good of mankind. T o ourfelves it gives 
an inward comfort and · fatisfaclion,. whi.ch -
nothing €lfe can do, and which 11othing can • 
:rob us of. All other advantages depend upon . 
others, .~~ much as upon ourfelv:es. · Riches,. · 
power,_ and gre.atnefs, may be taken away from ., . 

nJS, by the violence and i,njufiice of others, or. 
\iy i-nevitable accidents ; . but virtu.e depends only 
upon ourfel ves, and nobody can take it away fro1n 
us. Sicknefs m:iy deprive us of all the p_leafures 
of the body; but it cannot' deprive us ot our;: 
v.irtlle, nor E?f the fatisfacnon which -We _ feel from 
it. A v.ir-tuo.us man, under all th@ misfortunes 
of- life, fiill finds an inward comfort and fatif~ 
fat-tion, which makes him happier than any wicked. 
man can. be with all the other advantages of life. 

If 
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If a man has acquired great power and riches by 
falfchood, injufiice, ancl oppreffion, he cannot 
enj_oy them ; becaufe hi-s confrience will torment 
him, and confb.ntly reproach him with the means 
by which he got them. The flings of his con
f cience will not even let him fleep quietly; but 
he will dream of his crimes: and in the day-time, 
when alone> and when he has time to think, he 
will be uneafy and melancholy. He is afraid oF 
every thing; for, as he knows mankind mufi hate 
him, he has rcafon to think they will hurt him if 
they can. Whereas, if a virtuous man be ever 
fo poor or unfortunate in the world, fiill his virtue 
i:s its own reward, and will comfort him under al1 
a..lJiictions. The quiet and fatisfachon of his con,.. 
fcience make him chearful by day, and Deep found 
of nights ; he on be alone with pleafure, and is 
.uot afraid of his own though.ts, 

Virtue forces her way,. and iliines through the 
obfcurity of a retired life ; and fooner., or later,, 
it always is rewar-ded. In the little town of Cures, 
not far from Rome, lived lvumct Pompilius, a man 
gr.eat! y efreemed f;r his probity and jufiice,. and 
who led a retired life, enjoying the fweets of. 
l!epofe in a country folitude. It was unanimoufly 
agre.ed to dll,lfe him king_, and ambaffadors were· 

difpatched 
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' difpatched to notify to him his election. lnftead 

of being dazzle<l at fo extraordinary and unex
pected an elevation> he refufed it,_ and could 
hardly be prevailed on to accept it by repeated 
entreaties ; proving himfelf the more vvorthy of 
that exalted dignity, by endeavouring to avoid it. 

Lord Shafdbury fays,. that he would be virtuous 
for his own fake, though nobody were to know 
it ; as he would be clean for his own fake> though 
nobody were to fee him • 

'F I N l 
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