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OR, 

WHO A DUNCE WOULD BE. 

It was Georg~e Howard's hirtl1-day, a11d as 
he had been a g·ood boy, both at home and 
at school, he l1ad been allowed to invite 
some of his little ti~ie11ds; it was, i11deed, a 
birtl1-day party. 

James Gage, Harry Nelson, ~"'rank Harley, 

And sweet little Fanny Mac Evan, 

John Gordon, Anne Scott, and Charles Farley; 

Pray count, and I think you'll find Seven. 
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And fine fun these children had. They 
were all good, and knew that the surest 
way to be happy tl1emsel ves, '11as to try to 
make others do. 

They u'ere thinking· of a new game to 
play at, wl1en Mr. Howard came into the 
room with a bas.ket of frt1it and cakes; 
they were g'"lad to see him, and all ran to 
shake ha11ds with him. 

Now, my dears, said Mr. Howard, I ­
will show you a g'"a1ne that will please yo11 
all; for the fruit and cakes shall he tl1e 
prizes. I will ask you questions, begin-
11ing at the you11gest, and that is yo11, 
Master Jan1es. 

Two eyes you have, as well you know, 
But if another eye should grow 
Above those two; now give a guess, 
How mauy eyes would you possess! 
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Oh! yes, sir; said the little fellow, I ca11 

tell that, for 2 and 1 are 3. 

Very good, indeed, said ~fr. I-lowar<J, 

a11d now, I dare say, yo11 ca11 tell me lto\v 

many 

2 and 5 are? Answer, 7 
2 3 

,., 

'' ' ' ' ' a 

2 
" 

6 
' ' ' ' 8 

2 
' ' 7 ' ' ' ' 

9 

2 
'' 

4 
" 

,., (j 

2 
'' 

8 
" 

,, 10 

2 
" 

2 
' ' , ' 4 

2 ,, 9 
" 

,, 11 
-

Q11ite right, said Mr. Howard, 
' 

Nine nuts, an apple, and a cake, 

Which make eleven,-you may take ; 

All which with two eyes you may see 

As clearly as you could with three. 
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,._f he 11ext question was put to Harry 
Nelson, a very little boy, but as he loved 
]earning· as well as to play, he was never 
tired of either. 

-
Now, Harry, said Mr. Howard, I wish 

to linow if .yo•1 ca·n do as well with the 
11t1mber 3, as your friend l1as done witl1 
the 11umber 2. 

Suppose some 1nerry playmate cries 
'' Open your month and shut your eyes!" 
And then-though you don't see him-pops 
Into your mouth three lollipops, 

" .L-\nd, after that,-two 1nore;-tell 1ne 
How many will the number be. 

I ca11 tell you, sir, replied Harry; 3 and 
2 are 5. 

Tr11e, said Mr. Howard. I perceive you 
s1nile at the idea of lollipops, and you are 
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110 doubt acquaii1ted ~,itl1 tl1e wl1ole lolli­
pop family, as peppermi11t stick, l1ardbal{e, 
barley-sug'"ar, bull's-eyes, and brandJr-balls, 
&c. &c. &c.; but tell me how rnanv 

•' 

3 and 5 are? Answer, 8 

3 
'' 7 '' " 

10 

3 
'' 

6 
'' 

,, ~ 

3 
" 

4 
' ' , ' 7 

3 
" 

8 
" ,, ' 11 

3 
'' 

3 
" ' ' 

6 

3 
'' 

12 
' ' 

,, 15 

3 
" 

9 
" 

,, 12 

T _hat is right, said Mr. Howard, 

Ten nuts, an orange, and a pear, 

Make twelve; accept them as .your share. 

j 

It was -Fra11k Harley's turn to answer; 
'' Jumping Frank," his pla,ymates called 



12 

hi111, llut lie was as eager to juinp to tl1e 
l1ead of l1is class, when l1e was at school, 
as he was to leap over the backs of his 
schoolmates in tl1e play-ground. 

Now, Frank, said Mr. Ho,vard, 

Suppose that, on a frosty day, 
You and seven other boys at play, 
Should have a tumble, you and all, 
How 1nany in the heap would fall? 

Eigl1t, sir, a11swered Franli, and eight 
f11nny figures we sl1ould be, I tl1i11k, I, 

tumbling about 011 the ice. 

But suppose, said Mr. Howard, you had 
leaped over the moon, and taken fo11r of 
tliese boys . with you; how many would 
you l1ave left bel1ind. 
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TJ1ree, sir, said Fra11k. 

A11d 110w tell me l1ow ma11y will remai11 

if you take 

4 from 9? Ans,;ver, 5 

4 from 6 ' ' 
2 

4 from 12 
" 

8 

4 fron1 8 ,, 4 

4 froin 4 '' 
0 

4 from 10 
' ' 

6 

4 frort1 13 '' 
9 

4 from 17 " 
13 

Thirteen,-that's right,-so you may take 

-Eleven nuts, a plum, and a cake. 

Next to Frank, stood little Fa1111y; and 

to her Mr. Howard said, 

J 
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My little girl, can you tell me, 
If you had asked five dolls to tea, 

And five more dolls came with them, too, 
How many would you have with you? 

There would be 10, for 5 and 5 are 10. 

True, and tell me how many 

5 and 10 are? Answer, 15 
5 7 .,. 12 " 

,, ,, 

5 
" 

2 
' ' " 7 

5 
" 

6 
'' " 11 

5 
" 

11 
" " 16 

5 
" 

4 
" ,, 9 

5 
" 

12 
'' " 17 

,., 
9 14 a 

" " ,, 

1.,hat's right, the prize is yours, so come 
And take twelve nuts, a peach, and a plum, 
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It was 110w Jol111 Gordon's t11r11, a11d 

Mre Howard said, 

Thirteen fine geese upon the grass, 

All feeding there for Michaelmas, 

For which, suppose that six were slain, 

How many geese would there re1nain? 

Tell me, John. 

I should have hut 7 left, sir,-but I 
think I shoulcl he a goose if I did 11ot 

know that 

And take 6 from 9 how many re1nain? Ans. 3 

6 from l3 
" " 7 

6 from 15 
" " 

9) 

6 from 14 " " 
8 

6 from 10 ,, 
" 

4 

6 from 12 ' .. ,, 6 

6 from 18 
" " 

12 

6 from 21 ,, ,, 15 
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An orange, thirteen nuts, and pear, 

Fifteen in all, shal1 be your share. 

The next was Anne Scott; all little 
girls who knew her, loved her; sl1e -was 
always willi11g to . amuse th~m, and to 
make doll's clothes for them. 

( 

To her Mr. Howard said, 

Now tell me, little Anne Scott 

If you seven doll's frocks had got, 

And sister gave you six as well, 

How many would you have? come, teU; 

Oh! I can tell you, sir, seven and six 
are thirteen. 

It is very true, my dear, said Mr. 
Howard, and tel] me how many 
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7 and 4 are Answer, 

7 ,, 6 
'' " 

7 ' ' 
2 

" " 
7 '' 

5 
" " 

7 " 
12 

" " 
7 ,, 8 

" " 
7 ,, 10 

" 
,, 

7 ,, 9 
" 

,, 

Quite right, said Mr. Howard, 

Fourteen nuts, a peach, and pear, 

11 

13 

9 

12 

19 
15 

17 
16 

Are just sixteen, which you'll find there. 

The 11ext question was put to Charles ) 

Farley. 

Pray tell me, good Master Charles Farley, 

How many you'd have, without fault, 

If you took eight from twelve sacks of barley, 

Which, dried in a kiln, is called malt? 
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I wisl1, sir, said Cl1arles, it was as easy 
to inal{e malt, as it is to answer that q11es­

. tion; eight from twelve, and there ren1ai11 
four. 

And tell n1e how ma11y remain, if you 
take 

& ? 

8 fro1n 18? Answer, IO 
8 from 20 

" 12 
8 from 9 ,, I 
8 from 13 

" 5 
8 from 10 ,, 2 
8 from 22 

" 14 
8 from 14 

" 6 
8 from 25 ,, 17 

That~s right, and therefore you may take 
An -orange, fifteen nuts, and a cake. 
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As George Howard was one year older 

than either of his your1g' friends, it was J1is 

t11rn to answer tl1is questio11, wl1ich was 

tlie last. 

Tl1e question was tl1us asked : 

Should your nine cousins, George, appear, 

How many of us would be here? 

And if with twelve the game we play, 

How 1nany shall we send away. 

We are now nine, papa, said George, 
a11d · if nine more came, we should he 

eighteen; and if from eighteen we talie • 

twelve, there wo11ld rernain six, and these 

we could spare. 

All very correct, said Mr. Howard. 

Pray tell me how many 
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9 and 10 are? Answer, 19 
9 from 19, there remain 

" 10 
9 from 14 

" '' 5 
9 and 19 are 

" 28 
9 frorn 16, there remain 

" 7 
9 from 20 

" " 
ll 

9 and 6 are 
" 

15 
9 from 27 there remain 

" 18 

The nuts are all gone, but so1ne plums, 
And apples, and grapes, remain still; 

Here, hold out your fingers ·and thumbs, 
And do with the fruit as you will. 

Thank you, dear papa, said George; it 
is pleasant to have such nice fruit; and I 
will divide it witl1 my friends. I think 
we have al] been more pleased witl1 .this 
game of arithmetic, than with the frl1it, 
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because we have been employing· ourselves 
wl1ilst at play. 

TJ1at is what I wished, observed Mr. 
Howard; -~nd now, my dears, go into the 
garden a11d play at any romping ga1ne 
you like; by and bye, we will thi11k of 
anotl1er garne of arithmetic. 

Let those, whose wish is to be wise, 

Keep open both their ears and eyes. 

THE object of this little book is to give • 
yo11ng children an insight into the use ot· 
figures, and the first rules of Arithmetic. 

Some of the exercises are in the rule ot· 
Additio11, and some are in that called -
Subtraction. 
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Now I dare say my little frie11ds have 
discovered th.at ADDITION mea11s 011ly 
to add figures or nu1n hers togetl1er, a11d 
see how n1any tl1ey make i11 the total; 
sucl1 as: 

2 a11d 3 are 5 
1 and 7 are 8 
4 and 6 are 10 
9 and 8 are 17, &c. &c . . 

And that SUBTRACTION means to 
take or de.duct a11y number from another 
number or figure, and then see how 1nany 

• remain ; as th.us: 

2 from 6 there remai11 4 
5 from 7 there remai11 2 
3 from 8 there • 5 remain 
7 from 9 there re111ain 2 

END OF ONE, TWO, THllEE, OR, WHO A DUNCE \VOULD BE ? 
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1, 2, 3; OR} ,vno A DUNCE WOULD BE? 
An account of the manner in which George Howard and his seven playmates were 
amused, and played at Arithmetic, on his birth-day. Eleven coloured engravings. 


