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LITTLE TRUTHS, &c.

B i

IT gives me great pleafure again to

meet my children in health; but
I am forry that Charles delights to
play with fire ; does not he remember
to have read, ¢ It is none buta mad-
¢ man will throw about fire, and tell
¢ you it is all but in {fport.”> I hope
he will never play with fire again, for
I have heard of more children than
one being burnt: I think Hannah re-
members what happened to Polly Ruft.
Yes ; she was one day left alone, and,
I think, playing with the fire; her
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elothes were burnt off her lack, and
she so scorched as io die the next
morning in great pain. Does Charles
hear that? I fhall excufe him now;
but, when he is found playing with
fire again, I fhall punith him for it,
perhaps more fo than by fetting him
a double tafk to learn.

I hope Thomas has read his book
in my abfence: can he repeat the
tafk T fet him? Come, fpeak {o as to
be heard, and not fo faft.

 The hen {cratcheth for her chick-
ens with care, when fhe findeth grain,
fhe calleth them to partake of it; fhe
fheltereth them under her wings, fhe
defendeth them with all her might.

 The pelican of the wildernefs la-
boureth to get her food, fhe ftoreth it
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up, the bringeth it and fpreadeth it

out before her young.

“Yet greater love than this hath the
mother for her children ; {he carrieth
‘them in her arms, fhe {uckleth them
with the milk of her own breaft, fhe
laboureth for them by day, fhe watch-
cth over them by‘ night ; the cover-
cth their limbs from the cold air and
piercing frofts of winter ; fhe fhadeth
them from the rays of the {corching
fun 1n {ummer.

“Q,little children! what can you do
in return for thele great favours? All
you can do, is but a little, compared
with fuch lovesand tender regard.””

Well faid, my little Tom! I am
glad he has been fo induftrious.

Pray whatis the pelican of the wil-
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derness, that Thomas has been spealk-
ing of in his task? It is a large bird,
my dear, faid to be very fond of its
young. But Sally says, she has read
that they hill themselves to feed their
young, when no food is to be gotten. I
fuppofe Sally may have read fo; but
that is a miftake. /¢ is very naughty
of travellers to tell untruths. Many
perfons relate things from their ap-
thus, writers have re-

pearances;
lated ftrange things of this bird, which
the credulous have believed: num-
bers have aflerted, they fed their young
with their own blood, and falfely de-
fcribed it in prints.

This bird, however, deferves our
ferious notice. It frequents both frefh
and falt waters; yet, its favourite re-
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fidence is in uncultivated lands and
wilderneffes, where it can remain un-
difturbed ; in thefe places they bring
up their young. Now, as the pelican
is to carry provifion for a hungry
brood, to remote places, the has a
bag of a large fize, provided by na-
ture, for carrying it in.

Here we may fee the wildom and
goodnefs of the all-wife Creator, who
hath taught this bird to provide for
its offspring, enabling her to carry the
ftore of provifions {he hath caught (far
into the wildernefs, the place of her
refidence) and, like a tender parent,
empties the produce of her labours
before them.

Now, if fome perfon quite unac-
quainted with this bird, had feen her
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alight, and ballily feed a ravenous
brood from this bag, it would not be
unnatural to fuppofe fhe fed them with
her own blood. Edwards, who wrote
a hiftory of birds, fays, ¢ That he
thought it incredible (in the defcrip-
“ tion of this bird by fome authors)
“ to aflert, that a man’s head could be
“ put into their pouch; but he was
‘ an eye-witnefs of the fall, as prac-
“ tifed by the keeper of a pelican,
“ brought to England in the year 17435,
¢ by Captain Pelly, from the Cape of
“ Good Hope: and further fays, «I
“ am fure, a fecond man’s head might
 have been putin with it at the fame
“ume.” Do people ever eat peki-
cans? Very raxel‘, therr flefh {mells
rancid, and taltes worle, as they feed
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chiefly upon fith. And is this bird of
no use to mankind? It certainly is a
good example to idle parents, who ne-
glett to labour, and are not provident
for their offspring.

I am told the native Americans kill
vaft numbers of them, to convert the
{kin of their large craws into purfes
and tobacco-pouches; they alfo drefs
the fkins in a peculiar manner, mak-
ing them {o foft and pliant, that the
Spanifh women fometimes adorn them,
and make them into work-bags.

Do theyusetobacco-pouchesin Ame-
rica? Certainly,my dear: itisthe native
place for tobacco. It was notknown
in Europe till Americawas difcovered.

I have been informed, that Sir Wal-
ter Raleigh was the firlt man who



( 0 )

fmoked it in England. It is fuppofed
he had feen fome perfons fmoke it in
his travels,and was defirous of tryingits
virtues privately in his ftudy. 1 have
read, that whillt he was one day {mok-
ing, his fervant entered the room with
a jug of water (which Sir Walter had
called for) who, alarmed at the ap-
pearance of fmoke coming out of his
mafter’s mouth, haftily threw all the
water in the jug over him, naturally
{uppoling he was on fire.

There are paintings of this circum-
ftance at {everal Tobacconifts in Lon-
don: but, I think, they all commit an
error, by placing a long pipe,of a mo-
dern make, in Sir Walter’s hand. I
rather fuppofe he had no pipe, but
ufed the tobacco leaves (which are
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very long, rolled up, with one end on
fire, and the other in his mouth ; the
tobacco-leaf, thus rolled up, is called
a fuc-car by the Spaniards, Did Sir
Walter Raleigh find out the virtues
of tobacco? I cannot tell that: nei-
ther am I acquainted with all its vir-
tues: but it is, like taking of {nuff,
become a very idle and expenfive cuf-
tom. I hope no young people, in fu-
ture, will ever learn to take fnuff, or
fmoke tobacco, without good reafons
for fo doing. Hundreds of fenfible
people have fallen into thefe cuftoms
fromAexample; and when they would
have left them off, they foundit a very
great difficulty. ‘Some families un-
thinkingly {pend a moderate eftate on
this plant,
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I have known a man {pend a penny
per day in tobacco, and his wife as
much in {nuff, for feveral years toge-
ther ; now thefe pence, thusidly fpent,
amount (without any interelt) in thirty
years, to the fum of sinety-one pounds
and five fhillings! a comfortable pof-
feflion this for a poor family in the
decline of life, and which great num-
bers have fnuffed, fpit, or fmoked
away. It wasa very good anfwer of
Omai (whom Captain Cook brought
to England) when offered a pinch of
fnuff, he replied nearly to this cffect
in broken Englith: ¢ No, no; me be
¢« oblige to yon: my nole is not
“ hungry.” 1 think I have seen a
print of Omai, which looked as if he
were a blach man : where did he come

C



Srom? He was of a copper-colour,
and had very black hair: he was
brought from Otaheite, one of the
newly-difcovered iflandsin the South-
Seas. Where are the South-Seas
I can defcribe that better by the dif-
fetted map, with which I am going to
teach all of you geography; it will
take too long to defcribe without the
3
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map and book, neither can it be {o
well underftood. But what makes
some people black, and where do they
come from ? The natives of the South
and South Weft coalts of Africa are
all black ; the climate being always
very hot, and they h;aving but little or
no covering. : |

There 1s reafon to believe, if fome
white children were {fent to Africa,and
to live in the fame manner as the na-
tives do, that they would in time be-
come black, or nearly fo; this is the
cafe in degre¢ with all white people,
who live long in any warm countries ; |
as the South part of Africa, and in
the Falt or Weft-Indies, where they
foon become very brown and tawney.
When the natives of any of thefe
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warm countries dwell long in Eng-
land, they frequently become whiter
and whiter.

Why do they call some black people
Negroes 2 From Negroland, the name
of a large tratt of co'untry on the bor-
ders of the river Niger, in Africa.
But why are they called slaves? On
account of their being made fo by
grecat numbers of people, who go from
England, Holland, and France, to fe-
veral parts on the coalt of Africa, and
encourage the ftrong and wicked peo-
ple to make war, and fteal away the
inland natives, whom the Europeans
purchafe by hundreds, and carry into
America and the Welt India iflands,
where thefe poor creatures muft work
as long as they live. Not contented
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with enflaving the parents, they re-
tain their children’s childrenin flavery.
Great numbers of thefe poor people
have no other provifion allowed them
in many places but what they raife for
themfelves, and that on the very day
of the week f{et apart for a Sabbath!
Great are the hardfhips they endure
on board many of the fhips. I have
read that {ix hundred and eighty men,
women, and children, were ftowed in
one thip ! which was alfo loaded with
elephants’ teeth. It was a pitiful
fight,” fays the writer, *“ to behold
“ how thefe people were ftowed. The
“ men were {landing in the hold, faft-
¢« ened one to another witl ftakes, for
“ fear they fhould rife and kill the
' « whites; the women were between
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¢ decks, and the children were in the
“ {teerage, prefled together like her-
“ rings in a barrel, which caufed an
“ intolerable heat and ftench.”” In
this fituation the poor creatures fre-
quently die; others attempt to break
their confinement, try to {fwim back
again, and are often drowned. 7did
not think there lrad been any people in
Englandsowicked as todothese things.
Notwithftanding the many humane in-
ftitutions in our country, for the relict
of the diftrefled, and the general love
of freedom the people of our ifland
exprefs, [ am {orry to fay, that the law-
makers {ftill countenance the {flave-
trade, though they have fpoken againft
it, and condemned the cruelty occa-
fioned by the traffic. Then what is
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the cause of itsbeing continued? From
anevil defire of gain; that kind of love
for money, ‘ which is the root of all
evil.”’—To hear the groans of dying
men,—the cries of many widows and
fatherlefs children,—the bitter lamen-
tations of a hufband when torn from
the arms of his beloved wife,—-and the
mournful cries of a mother and her
children, when violently feparated,
perhaps, neverto fee each other again!
—1I fay, one would think, that thefe
things would fo affe€t the human mind,
as to caufe fuch praftices to ceafle.

I hope the humane people of Eng-
land will continue their endeavours to
relieve the distresses of slavery, and
give that literty to others which they
desire for themselves. 1 am glad to
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have it in my power to fay, that a great
number of tender-minded people in
England, America, France, and elfe-
where, have fet their {laves at liberty.
Others have been ufing their endea-
vours for years paft, and not without
fuccefs. Some ftates and kingdoms,
who were great encouragers of the
{lave-trade, have now forbidden their
{ubjeéts to praétice it; and in many
iflands they are all fet at liberty.

Well, when these black persons are
set at liberty, are they capable of fol-
lowing trade and manufactures, as the
white people do? Certainly: I have
known good coopers, carpenters, and
printers, who were black men. The
minds of black perfons in general are
as capable of improvement as thofe of
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the whites. In England, Ignatius
Sancho, a black, wrote many plealing
letters, which were printed. - Phillis
Wheatley, a black girl, of Bofton, in
America, wrote fome pleafing poems ;
and many accounts are preferved in
America of virtuous black men and
women.

In the awful vifitation of the plague,
or malignant fever, which prevailed
in Philadelphiain the autumn of1793,
the Blacks were particularly fervice-
able; and, in various inftances, they
atted fo humanely to the fick Whites,
as would have gained credit to per-
{ons of the faireft {kins.

William Dickfon, a native of Scot-
land, has written a book con f{lavery ;
and, from a journal kept by a plan-
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ter's fon in Barbadoes, he has given
among other extralts one to the fol-
following effeét :
“¢ My father, in the year. 1760, had
¢ a very valuable negro, called John.
“ He was mafter of one of our fithing-
“ boats! he underftood his bufinefs
*“ thoroughly. He knew the art of
“ catching the fifh, and felling them
“ to advantage. The people in the
¢ market had a very high opinion of
< his honefty and (kill, and he bore
“ the charaéter of being a very fair
< dealer, My father placed unlimit-
““ ed confidence in him, and was not
¢ deceived. When my father came
“ to England, in the year 1761, my
¢ mother was extremely ill for great
“ part of his ablence, and John had
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the government of houfe, negroes,
&c. and fhe thought herfelf very
much obliged to him for his great
care and attention. He was a to-
lerable fcholar; he could read very
well. He took a deal of pains in
teaching me to read. He gave me
in my infancy good advice; and
particularly before I was coming to
Erigland for education, in the year
1761, I have fat with him for hours
by the fea-fide, while he was mend-
ing his nets, and ufed to afk him
many queftions about England,
about learning, &c. &c. He gave
me a pretty good notion of the
manners and cuftoms of England,
and of the things which would be
taught me at {chool; and ufed to
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« exhort me very much to be submis-
“ sive to my masters and superiors. I
¢ feel to this day fome impreflion of
« the excellent advice which has been
« given me by John! and I have
% a very great refpect for his memo-
€< ry.’,

After these testimonies of African
capactty, can any persons now Sup-
pose that the Blacks are not as rational
beings as the Whites? 1 hope the
number of thofe who have reprefent-
ed them as a degraded fet of beings in
creation are very few. Fallsare ftub-
born things ; and however the Blacks
may have been degraded, there have
been both men and women among
them of great capacities, of liberal
{entiments, and charitable difpofitions.

D
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For the prefent we will drop this dif-
courfe.

Hannah, ring the bell for Molly ;
defire ber to bring a cup of chocolate
as foon as fhe can; for it looks fo
pleafant, I think a walk to Windmill
Hill would contribute to health.

What do they grind at the windmill?
Wheat ; which makes flour, bran, and
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pollard ; and, fometimes, oats'to make
oatmeal. '

Then mills are useful things. Yess
a good invention. Some work by wa-
ter, fome by wind, others are worked
by horfes, and fome are now worked
by fteam ; and are fo contrived as to
faw wood, hammer out iron and cop-
perplates ; fome grind tobaccoleaves
and ftalks into fouff; and at Man-
chefter, which is in the North of Eng-
Jand, they have a mill for {pinning
cotton-wool into thread. I am told
there is a mill now invented for weav-=
ing of cloth; and I have feen one {o
contrived as to fplit leather. Charles
says, he has seen oil mills at Totten-
ham: what are they for? Various

kinds of feeds are gfound to make
D 2
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oil ; as rape, hemp, flax (or linfeed)
muftard, anife, almonds, &c. When
the feeds are bruifed by the millftones,
the meal (for fo it is then called) is
Put into a pan over a flow fire to be
made warm, and in this ftate it is put
‘into a woollen bag, and preffed very
tight by a wedge, which the works of
the mill hammer down ; in this pref-
fure, the oil from the feeds falls into
a ciftern: the meal contained in the
bag becomes a hard cake, called ojl-
cake, and is ufed with potatoes or tur-
nips, to fatten cattle in winter,

T'his chocolateis very pleasant drink,
does it grow, or is it made Jrom any
thing ? Chocolate is made chiefly
from the kernels of cocoa-nuts, and
1s a very nourifhing drink, Z#%ere
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do cocoa-nuts come from? South-
America, and from other warm cli-
mates ; the proper name of the cho-
colate-tree is cacao, though com-
monly called  cocoa., There 1s a
fpecies of palm-trees, the fruit of
which is called cocoa-nuts ; the {hells
of them are ufed for drinking-bowls,
2lic bark is made into cordage, the
kernel contains a milky liquor, cool=
ing and p]e;ifant; and 1s quite a dif-
ferent kind of fruit to the chocolate-
nut.

IWhere does sago grow? In the Eaft-
Indies. Will not the seeds grow. in
England? 1 am not acquainted with
the feed of the fago-tree; thofe are
not feeds which we buy as fago. [ al-

Hio
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ways thought they were ; pray what
are they ? The manufattured pith of
the fago-tree; which, being mixed
with water, is beaten in a large mor-
tar, then ftrained through a cloth in-
to a proper veflel ; this is made into
a pafte, dried, baked in an oven, and
fent to Europe.

Where is Europe? FEurope is one
quarter of the world: England is in
Europe. Italy, France, Spain, Por-
. tugal, Denmark, Sweden, Germany,
great part of Ruffia and Turkey, with
many other places, are in Europe. But
I need not fay any more on this fub-
jett at prefent, for the maps I have
got will give the beft information.

Come, let us prepare to walk ; the
fun invites us abroad.
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Thomas and Charles muft walk fo-
berly, and not run fo faft down the
hill : let us walk gently, and view the
country. There is but little wind this
morning ; the fails of the windmill
{carcely move. How pleafant the
flocks of fheep and lambs appear,
while grazing on the plain! See, the
young colt trips nimbly round its mo-
ther, and the new-born calf {kips over
the meadow ground ; the falling wa-
ter murmurs down the rock, whilft
birds are finging pleafant notes. View
the hanging wood, and mark the purl-
ing ftream that glides along the vale!
and, at a diftance, fcarcely feen, the
merchant’s thip is failing on the fea ;
how pleafant the fight!

Look under that hedge, there is a
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Jire! It is fome Gipfies boiling their

pot.  Why are they called Gipsies?
From the name of the country they
are faid to have come from, namely,
Egypt. Is not that the same place
into which Joseph was sold by his bre-
thren? Yes, it is.  What part of the
world isit in? In Africa,on the North-
Eaft coaft, which is bordered by the

Mediterranean and Red Secas. How .

are Gipsies @m/)loyecl n Ewglaml?
They travel about, pretending to tell

the people their fortunes; they often -

impefe upon weak minds, but T cau-
tion you never to liften to their con-
verfation : they are generally of wick.-
cd lives, very idle, and 100 often make
more free with their neichbours’ goods
than thiey thould do.” Thev fometimes

S
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{peak a foreign language, which is fup-
pofed to be the fame as ufed in Egypt.
Some young people have been greatly
cheated by trufting to their deceitful
advice.

I was once informed, thata farmer’s
man outwitted fome Gipfies in the fol-
lowing manner:—Going with an emp-
ty cart to London, two or three wo-
men requefted they might ride, and
they promifed to tell him his fortune:
¢ Tell my fortune? (faid the country-'
¢ man) you do not-know your own!”
¢ —That we do (faid one of them)
“ and we will tell your fortune, only
¢ let us ride.”” At laft he confented,
¢« and they rode quietly for two or
“ three miles, when, by the way-fide,
coming to a pond, upon Stamford-
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Hill, he got upon the copfe of the cart,
and drove in to water his horfes: it
was neceflary he fhould unrein the
horfe in the fhafts, and in doing which,
he {lily flipped out the plugs that kept
up the body of the cart; when the
horfes had drank {ufficiently, he drove
them out of the pond, and at the fame
time fhooting the Gipfies into the wa-
ter, he called out, ¢ You tell my for-
tune ! I told you, you did not know
your ovﬁn, or you would not have got
““ into my cart:’’ fo drove on to Lon-
don as faft as he could, leaving the
Gipfies to walk out of the pond, which
was not very deep, but fuflicient to
give thofe pretenders to foreknow-
ledge a good ducking. ’
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There is a delightful fhady bank,
let us {it down, and as I have a vo-
lume on Natural Hiftory, and on other
curious fubjeéts with me, Charles may
read fome part. I hope there are no
snakes on this bank, as I saw a snake
upon a bank one day. 1 believe there
are none here, Charles; and if there
were, I believe they would be as ea-
ger to get from us as we from them ;
yet it is well to be careful, and to look
upon banks in the country in the {fum-
mer time, before we fit down.

Is the bite of all snakes poison ? 1
believe not ; the common {nake is {aid
to be a harmlefs animal ; but the bite
of the viper is very poifonous. Do
snakes bite? I thought it was their
sting that poisoned. They have no

i
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fting that I know of. Is not that a
sting that comes out Qf their mouths,
forked at the end? No, my dear, that
is only their tongue : it is true, the
mouth only is the feat of the poifon
in a ferpent; for, at the bottom of its
long fangs or teeth, with which it gives
a wound, is lodged a little bag, con-
taining the poifonous liquid, a very
fmall portion of which, mixed with'the
blood, proves fatal. Have I not read
that vipers are used in medicines 7
The fleth of the viper is perfetly in-
nocent and nutritive. I was informed
by the fon of an officer in the late
unhappy war in America, t that his fa=
ther, with many others, frequently ate
of the rattle-fnakes, which came in
great numbers from the woeds in cold

VO&L. kI, E
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nights, being attrafted by the fires
kindled in the camp. HWhat are rai-
tle-snakes ? Very large {erpents, which
inhabit the woods of America, and
their bite is oftentimes fatal. Some
are from feven to ten feet long, and
have a rattle at the end of their tails of
a horny fubftance, compofed of a num-
ber of cells, which rattle as the fer-
pént turns : but it feldom attacks a
man, unlefs provoked. Naturalifts
affert, they have the power of wound-
ing with their poifonous teeth at plea-
fure, being fo placed, that they can
retra&t or thruft them out, as the lion
and cat-kind do their claws.

There are fome ftrange reports of
thisferpenthaving the power of charm-
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ing fome animals, and as it is in the
book I have, Charles may read it.

“ The charming, or fafcination, of
“ the rattlefnake, as it is ufually call-
¢ ed, has exercifed the wits of many
¢ naturalifts in vain, and fome have
“ difbelieved the fa&. Sir Hans
¢ Sloane mitigates the matter, by fup-
“ pofing the creature firlt to feize
¢ and bite its prey, it then f{uffers it
“ to efcape, as far as the poifon will
“ let it, watching its death, that it may
“ devour it without trouble: and that
it is in this poifoned ftate that peo-
“ple have feen the fquirrels, &c.
“ dancing about before the rattle-
- ¢ fnake, and dying convulfed : all
“ which they have attributed to the
¢ power of charming in the eye of the

E 2
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¢ fnake, not conceiving that it was the
« effe@ of the creature’s having before
<« bitten them. This, though a very
s plaufible account, however wants
« experience to confirm it, and the
« general teftimony of people. who
¢ have feen the fatt feems in favour
¢ of the charm.”’

_The fame author gives us the whole
procefls of the charm from Colonel
Beverley. The Colonel acquaints us,
¢ that fome company whom he was
¢ once with, faw a hare, about half
« grown, {itting quietly in an orchard,
<« and on ftriking her fhe only remov-
ed a few yards; when, wondering at
« the caufe, they faw a rattlefnake,
« about ten feet diftance, eyeing the
¢ hare as his deftined prey. The poor

<
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¢ creature was by this time in agonies
¢ and convulfions, often getting onits
« legs, as if intending to run away,
« but always immediately falling down
“ again, and growing wor{e and worle,
« it foon loft the ufe of its hinder
« legs, and panting vehemently, fell
« on its fide. In about half an hour
« more, the hare feemed- to be done
- ¢ with all ftruggles, and to be dead;
¢« on which the fnake uncoiled it-
¢ {elf, and moved gently towards it,
¢ but the poor hare ftarting a little,
« he flopped; when all was again
Siguiet,y He moved up to it, and raif-
“ ing his head, looked all over his
« prey, his colours appearing at that
¢ inftant more beautiful than before,

« and his eyes fparkling. 'The hinder
5o
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“ part of the hare had been towards
 the {nake all this time, and it had
¢ perifhed without much looking at
“ its enemy. The fnake, wetting the
“ body all over with his flaver, firft
¢ took the head into his mouth, and
“ then after fome difficulty in getting
“ paft the fhoulder, he {wallowed the
* body and remaining parts gently
¢ down.” Itiscertain,upon the whole,
that there is much in this account to
favour Sir Hans Sloane’s opinion of
the hare’s having been firft bitten,
though that was not fecn, fince the con- -
vulfions and lofs of the ufe of the
hinder legs feem a very natural effe&
of pdifon ; but we are aflured by per-
fons who have been eye-witnefles to
the fa@, that a bird hopping about in
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~all this agony and terror, has, on
‘frightening the rattlefnake away, flown
off without any difficulty ; {o that the
whole feems not yet to be underftocd.
1 never heard the like of that be-
fore; it is very surprising! Yes, my
dear, the works of Providence are
wonderful! and all nature declares the
wifdom of the Creator. The meore
we fearch and examine, the greater
his power appears; and our know-
ledge, however extenfive it may be,
when compared to what is yet un-
known, is fmall indeed : in truth, may
we yet fay, ¢ Marvellous are all his
« works, juft and true are all his

4 ways o
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¢ His hand how wide it {preads the {ky,
“ How glonous to behold !

¢ Ting’d with a blue of heay’ nly dye,
““ And ftarr’d like {parkling gold.

¢ There he has bidden the globes of light
¢ Their endlefs circlesrun;

¢ There the pale planet rules the night,
‘“ And day obeys the fun.

¢ On the thin air, without a prop,
“ Hang fruitful fhowers around :

“ At his command they fink, and drop
¢« Their fatnefs on the ground.

¢ How did his wond’rous {kill array
““ Yon fields in charming green ;

¢ A thoufand herbs his art difplay,
¢ A thoufand flow’rs between.

“ The bleating flocks his paifture feeds,
¢ And herds of larger fize

¢« That bellow thro’ the num’rous meads,
““ His bounteous hand fupplies.
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«« His glories fhine all nature round,
« And ftrike the gazing fight,
«« Thro’ kies, and feas, and folid ground,
<« With terror and delight.

¢ Infinite ftrength and equal fkill
«« Shine thro’ the worlds abroad ;

¢« OQur {ouls with vaft amazement fill,
¢« And fpeak the Maker God.”

It is time to move from this bank,
for I perceive numbers of ants on our
clothes, and if they be not trouble-~
{fome to us, we may occafion them
rr\mch labour, thould we walk far with
them upon us, as they may not cafily
find their nefts again. &

What is the meaning of Go to
« the ant thou sluggard 9> That he
may Jearn to be induftrious, and not
only fo, but to be patient In induftry.
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We have not time now to enter into
the particulars of the induf’[ry of ants 5
but Thomas may read a page or {o of
the great patience of this little infeét,
as was obferved by a perfon who kept
ants in a box. - If Thomas looks to
the index, under the word Ant, he
may find%ey ' Yes s here it is.

“I faw one of the fmall ants car-
“rying a large grain of wheat with
“Incredible pains: when fhe came
“ to the box in which the neft was,
“ fhe made fo much hafte that fhe fell
“ down with her load, after a very
“ laborious march: fuch an unlucky
“ accident would have vexed 1 phi--
*lofopher. I went down, and found
“ her with the fame corn in Ler paws,
“ the being ready to climb up again.
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¢ The fame misfortune happened to
“ her three times. Sometimes fhe fell
¢ in the middle of her way, and fome-
< times higher ; but fhe never let go
“ her hold, and was not difcouraged.

¢« At laft her firength failed her; fhe
¢ ftopped, and another ant helped her
“ to carry her load, which was one of
¢ the largeft and fineft grains of wheat
¢ that an ant cancarry. Ifthey cannot
¢ find the grain that has dropped, they
<« look for another, or take fomething
¢ elfe, beingafhamed to return to their
¢ nefts without bringing {omething.
¢« This I have repeatedly tried, by
¢ taking away the grain which they
« Jooked for.  All thefe experiments
“ may ecafily be made by any one that
“ can endure long enough: they do
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 not require o great a patience as
““ that of ants; but few people are ca-
“ pable of it.

How admirable is the account of
thele little infeéts ! here is a Ieflon for
mankind to imitate : what patience !
what labour to make themfelves ufe-
ful! and how kind in affifting one an-
other.

I think the fame author informs us,
that they take great care to dry the
grain they gather, by expofing it to
the fun in the middle of the day : and
to prevent its growing, they always
bite off the fhoot.

Aretherenot different hinds of ants?
Yes, my dear; but the moft particu-
lar kind I ever heard of, is the white
ant, or terimites, found in Africa and
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other hot climates: they are faid to
be as tranfparent as glafs, and they
bite fo forcibly, that in the fpace of
one night, they can eat their way
through a thick wooden cheft, and the
goods in it making them as full of
holes as if fhot through with hail-fhot.
On thefe accounts, the Europeans are
careful to fet their chefts and boxes on
glafs bottles or bricks; yet this pre-
caution does not always preferve them ;
for,it is related by Captain Phillips,
who was fome time at the Brazils,
« That an engineer returning from
« {urveying the country, Jeft his trunk
« on a table; the next morning, not
¢ only all his clothes were deftroyed
« by thefe ants, but his papers alfo,
“ not a piece remaining of an inch
13



(50% )

¢ fquare. Theblack-lead pencils were
“ likewile fo completely deftroyed,
“ that the fmalleft piece, even of the
¢ black lead, could not be found.”

Stakes, pofts, and even dried and
fallen trees, are eaten up by thefe ants.
If they have a good found bark round
them, they will enter at the bottom,
and eat all but the bark, which will
remain and exhibit the appearance of
a folid ftake; but, upon a gentle tap
with a walking-ftick, it will lofe its
form, and fall into {mall fragments.
There are many other curious things
related of thefe white ants, but I can-
not recolleét them at this time.

Now let us defcend the hill, and
- walk to the village by the river-fide;
there we may fee the fithes fwim 3
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here one, and there another,jumping'
at a fly.

Look upon the river at the ﬁshe;-'
men with their nets; pray let us go
near to see what fish they catch. Be

careful not to g0 too near the bank,
for fear of falling in.  Now the net is
d/awmg out: what fish have they
caught ? Some roach, fome dace and
gudgeons, with two or three eels. [
see no herrings: and have they caught
no macherel or lobsters ? They do not
catch thefe kinds of fith in frefh-wa-
ter rivers, but in bays and on the
fhores of the fea, where the water is
falt. Well, I never tasted salt water.
It is'very brackifh, unpleafant to the
tafte, and only drank as-a medicine. -
F 2
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When thips go to {ea, the failors take
frefh water with them to drink.

Does this river run to the sea ? All
rivers finally empty themfelves into
the fea. What a large pond the sea
must be! Tlat is- quite a child’s re-
mark ; he forgets that a pond is a
ftanding pool of water, and the fea is
feldom or never quiet ; there is a con-
ftant movingof the tide. #hat causes
that motion ? The revolution of the
moon, and the motion of the {un,
have a fenfible effe€t upon the wa-
ters. In the.river Thames at Lon-
don, we mziy {fee the effett of the tide-
rifing and falling: it is generally twelve
hours in coming from the ocean to
London-Bridge ; fo that when it is
high water there, a new tide is ready
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come to its height in the ocean, and
in fome intermediate places it muft be
low water at the fame time.

The ship looked very pretty sailing
on the sea ; I should like to sail in a
ship. It wasa calm when we faw the
fea; but, in a ftorm, or windy wea-
ther, it is very different in appearance:
how would' Tom like to be toffed up
mountains high, then down again, as
into a deep valley, expetling every
moment to be {wallowed up by the
waves ? Sometimes the {eamen are
wafhed overboard, and the fhip 1s
overturned: fometimes they are driven
upon the fhore, or upon a craggy
rock : then, who can defcribe the cafe
of the poor mariners? Affe&ting is
the narrative of the lofs of the Halfe-

Yag
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well Ealt-Indiaman (a fhip employed
by the Eaft-India Company of Mer-
chants in London) which was wreck-
ed on a rock on the coaft of Dorfet-
fhire, in the year 1786. Among divers
perfons who loft their lives by this
accident, were the captain and two of
his daughters, with feveral young wo-
men efteemed for their innocence and
beauty. I hope Thomas will be con-
tented on fhore, for great are the
dangers of the {eas.

Not lefs remarkable was the lofs of
the Grofvenor, another Eaft-India
fhip, which was wrecked on the coalt
of Africa: great numbers of the crew
were drowned ; yet one hundred and
'twenty—feven perfons were drifted to
the fhore upon a large part of the
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wreck ; amongft whom were feveral
women of delicate conftitutions, and
fix children: thefe unhappy people
had all ‘the difficulties of a wildernefs
to encounter, which were fo great,
that only nine perfons arrived at the
Cape of Good Hope, four of whom
came to England and told the difmal
tale. The remaining one hundred
and eighteen perfons who were driven
on fhore, it is fuppofed, perifhed with
fatigue and hunger in the wildernefs.
Were mnone of the children saved ?
None that we read of. .

Although many perfons have loft
their lives at fea, yet wonderful bas
been the prefervation of others: fome
have fat upon a chelt, or on part of a

maft. I have read of two men who
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fat upon a hen-coop which was in the
fhip when wrecked, and, after float-
ing for feveral days upon the fea, they
were {een and taken up by the peo-
ple of another veffel. Some have
failed for hundreds of miles in an open
boat, with a blanket for a fail, having
but little or no food.

Remarkable was the prefervation
of a fhip on the coaft of Newfound-
land, which is in the North part of
America : the fhip was freighted with
live cattle, but, in a dreadful florm,
was {plit in two about the middle :
the commander, whofe name was
Drummond, had the prefence of mind
to faften a rope round the horns of a
ballock, who towed the remaining



%

i g )
partof the fhip to the thore, and {aved
the lives of the crew.

If going to sea is so dangerous, I
would rather stay upon the shore; and
I hope Charles will be of the same
mind. Itis good for us all to be con-
tented in our prefent fituation of life;
and though I have mentioned the ef-
fe€ts that fometimes happen in fformy
weather, yet there are many perfons
who have ufed the feas for a liveli-
hood, without ever being hurt, But
1 think it is more dangerous going to
sea than living ashore. Without
doubt, my dear, and as there is much
danger and expence (for fhips are ex-
penfive things) in going to and from
foreign parts, the profits upon the
merchandize is greater than fimple
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trading on land ; and this is an allure-
ment for perfons to go to fea.

Asitis so far across the sea to Ame-
rica, and to the fFast Indies, how did
they first find out those places? 1f we
look into the map of the world, we
fhall find it divided into hemifpheres,
called the old and the new world.
Now the old world, as it is called, be-
ing Europe, Afia, and Africa, was in
great part known fo far back as the
time of Mofes: but they were but
little acquainted with navi'gating the
{eas till within the lalt three or four
hundred years. The Portuguefle were
the firlt people who difcovered the
way by fea to the Eaft-Indies. The
difcovering of America and the Weft-

India Iflands was effe€led by Chrif-
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topher Columbus, a native of Genoa:
he had conceived that the world was
round, contrary to the general opi-
nion in that day, and concluded, that
if he failed Weft from Europe, he
fhould arrive at fome part of the In-
dies in the Eaft. Although this was
a good idea, he found much trouble
to convince others of the probability
of his fcheme being a true one. At
laft, he prevailed on the Spanifh go-
vernment to furnith him with fhips,
and ft him for the adventure. He
had been at fea for feveral weeks,
{teering conﬁanﬂy weltward : when
the provifions growing fhort, and no
profpeét of land appearing, his men
began to complain and to mutiny ;
indeed, he almoft defpaired himfelf,
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But, to their great joy, early one
morning they defcried land! The
failors, who were but a day or tuwo
before about to kill him, and return
back with the fhips, now begged his
excule, careffed him, and even kiffed
his feet. Columbus was fomewhat
difappointed, in not finding the land
be bad difcovered to be the {fame In-
dies he had expetled. This difcovery
was made in the year 1492, above
three hundred years fince. 4And did
Lo/um/a\ﬂnd any people of the land?

That I cannot remember ; as the land
he firt faw was only a {mall ifland :
the great continent, (upon which there
were {o many thoufand natives, called
Indians) having fince been explored
by various nayigators,
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How could America have people in
i¢, when Columbus was the first man
who found it ? He was the ﬁlﬁ Euro-
pean; but that queition cannot be
anfwered to a certainty; yet, as Cap-
tain Cook has difcovered that the
North-Weft part of America and the
North-Ealt of Afia are only parted by
a fmall ftreight of the fea, and 1n that
fireight are {ome iflands, it is not un-
reafonable to fuppofe America might
have been peopled from the old world ;
but this is only conjefture.

There are some bullrushes, pray,
Charles, get me one. 1 fear they are
too far out of Charles’s reach; and
fhould he flip in, he may be very dir-
ty, if not drowned. O, there is a man
cutting some; perhaps, he may g olve

G
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each of us one. What does he cut
them for? When properly dried, they
are ufed to make mats for doorfways,
pallages, and rooms; with fome they
make bafkets ; and great numbers are
ufed for making and repairing chair
bottoms.

Thereis somethin ghopsinthegrass :
see, there it hops again! It is only
a harmlefs frog.  Charles says, there
are boys ‘at his school who eat young
Jr0gs s may we catch some and eat
them ? By no means. I know it is
a caftom with fome lads to do many
things of this kind, bfaving others to
do the fame ; but I hope neither Tho-
mas nor Charles will ever attempt to
cat any thing they are not well ac-
quainted with, left it fhould prove as
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fatal to them as it lately did to a little
boy, at a fchool in Hertford, who
fwallowed a young toad inftcad of a
frog, and died foon after.

The fun is now near its meridian
height; it grows too warm to walk
much farther ; come, my dear chil-
dren, let us leave the river-fide, and
return. through the meadows to the
village. May we go home Ly the
furm-house, as there is a pump mnear
it, and 1 am very hot and dry QuoBug
that is not a proper flate to drink
cold water in; many perfons bave re-
ceived great injuries by drinking cold
water when they were very hotgzmtas
fafer to endure thirft, or to quench it
by eating an apple, or fome ripe fruit;
Sorrel is a plant frequentin moft mca-

G 2 ' :
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dows, 1t is very cooling, and has a
pleafant acid talte. 7hat is an acid?
Every thing that is four to the tafte is
called an acid, and allays thirft.

Sweet is the {cent of the new-made
hay; fee the men and maidens are at
‘their work, fome with forks and fome
with rakes. There is one asleep on
some hay, and his dog lies by, guard-
ing his coat. That reminds me of a
flory related in Huntingdonfhire, of
a poor man who had taken up his
lodging &n a cock of hay, in hay-
making time ; a great flood came haf-
tily down the river in the night, while
he was faft afleep, and carried him
upon the hay-cock down the fiream
towards Wifbeach, in the I'ens; when,
being feen by fome fithermen almoft
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in the open fea, they awoke him and
took him up: upon afking him where
he lived, he anfwered, at Wandsford
in England ; without doubt fuppofing,
upon his firft awaking, he had got in
fome foreign part of the world. There
is'a {ign at a greatinn, near the bridge
at Wandsford, of this circumftance,
and it is now ufually called Wand(-
ford in England.

I have seen a sign of an eagle and
child ; what could that be for? It
might be in remembrance of the pre-
fervation of fome child from the dan-
gers of an eagle; as it is recorded in
Scotland, that two children were car-
ried off by fome eagles to their neft,
but the theft was difcovered by a
neighbouring fhepherd in time, and

%o
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the infants reflored to their affrighted
parents unhurt. *

In the North of the fame country,
a peafant refolved to rob an eagle’s
neft,built on arockin one of thelakes.
He took an opportunity whilft the old
ones were away, {tripped himfelf, and
{fwam to the rock. He faftened the
young eagles with a {tring, and was
about to {wim back with them ; whilft
he was in the water, the old eagles
returned, miffed, and fought for their
voung: upon f{eeing the plunderer,
they attacked him with great fury, and
in {pite of all his efforts to defend
himfelf, they killed him with their
beaks and talons.

They are fo pernicicus to the in-

* Hiftory of Scotland.
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habitants, that there is a law 1n the
Orkney-Iflands, which obliges the
mafter of every houfe in the parilh
where an eagle is killed, to give the
perfon who deftroyed it a hen™.

The eagle has a very keen fight, and
is faid to difcern the fifhes at the bot-
tom of lakesand rivers, plunging down
upon them with the rapidity of an ar-
row. This bird is frequently alluded
to in the Scriptures.

Where are the Orkney Islands ? In
the North of Scotland, the climate of
which is much colder than in England.

I should like to live in the North,
then we should not be so hot as we are
now. And yet, there may be fome
other things not {o agreeable as Charles

* Cambden’s Britannia.
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might exped: the winters in thofe
countries are very fevere; the fnow
lies long upon the ground, and fthould
he get chilblains upon hisfeet or hands,
he might then with himfelf back again,
It is good for us to be contented
where we are, fince
Happinefs is to no place nor time confin’d,
Refiding only—in a‘contented mind.

Hark ! methinks I hear an uncom-
mon noife in the village: many voices
are célling out at one time. Hhat
can be the matter? I fear there Is
fomething more than fheould be, con-
fiftent with peace; for many words,
and loudly fpoken, arife from confu-
fion of one kind or other. The noife
ceafes, and here comes a man running
from the village; fiep on Thomas,
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and afk him the caufe of the noife we
heard.

Well, what does he fay ? That two
boys have been fighting ; and one of
them by a fall has got his head badly
cut against a stone, and he is going
for a surgeon to dress the wound.
Thefe are the confequences of fight-
ing, and the bad effeéts of anger.

What are the best methods to pre-
vent being angry ? To think before
we {peak, and never to raife our
voices ; endeavouring to cherifh that
difpofition which is more ready to
forgive than to return an injury. [/
think if those boys who have been
Jfighting, were to read and mind the
verses 1 wrote the other day,they might
be prevented from fighting another
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time. - What verfes were they ? En-
deavour to repeat them Charles.

Let dogs delight to bark and bite,
For God hath made them fo;

Let bears and lions growl and fight,
For ’tis their nature too.

But, children, you fhould never let
Such angry paffions rife ;

Your little hands were never made
To tear each other’s eyes.

Thele verfes are very fuitable to the
occafion; it might be well, if all who
read them would attend to the advice.»

The labourers in the fields have left
their work, and are returning to the
village for refrefhment. See the at-
tention of the village maiden to her fa-
ther’s poultry ; {he feeds them morning,
noon, and night : atthofe feafons they
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await her coming forth, and run to par-
.take of her bounty. It is very good
of the little maid to take care of the
poultry. It isthe duty of every one
to take care of the creatures they are
permitted to ufe. Then, why do some
men make the poor asses carry such
great burdens ? 1 fear all men are
not {o kind to their horfes or affes as
‘they thould be. [ saw a man one day
beating his horse very severely, though
heavy laden ; at last the beast kicked
him down, and he lay motionless jfor
some time. Then did Charles call any
body to aflift the man ? No, I did not ;.
he seemed such a naughty man, Then
I muft fay, that mmy Charles was not {o

kind as he ought to have been.
It is our duty to help every one we
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may meet with in diftrefs; we fhould
not, like the Prieft and the Levite,men-
tioned in the parable, pafs by the man,
ivhd, in travelling from Jerufalem to
Jericho, had fell among thieves, was
robbed, and grievoufly wounded ; but,
like the good Samaritan, render every
{ervice in our power. We find that this
man did not {tand to inquire who or
what he was; it was {ufficient that he
had found a man in difirefs. Indeed,
the truly charitable man returneth not
evil for evil, he hateth not even his.
enemies ; he aflilteth the poor in their
trouble; he forgiveth the injuries of
men. May weendeavourtodo likewife.

THE ENDs,
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