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TRANSLATION OF THE MOTTO.

Nor does that man alone benefit his country who gives his
opinion respecting PEACE and WAR, but HE also who ex-

horts youth, and imbues their minds with the principles

of VIRTUE,
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TO

JOSEPH SLATER, Esq.

HEATH-COTTAGE, HOUNSLOW.

MY DEAR SIR,

T0 you, as a small token of re-
spect, I inscribe this 1IMPROVED and MUCH
ENLARGED EDITION of lhe carly effusions of
my pen—the three first of which were
written many years ago at King’s College,
Aberdeen, as Exercises in  Composition.
With all their tmperfections they have been
candidly recevved by the public. Some re-
spectable Tutors, indeed, have been pleased
2o think them calculated to advance the best
interests of the RisING GENERATION, and
accordingly have adopted the use of them 1n
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their Seminaries. Your having honoured
me with the tuition of your sONS, nduces me
to make this public expression of my esicem
and gratitude. May they possess that know-
ledge and imbibe that virtuous spirit which
it 1s the ohject of these PIECES lo mculeate
— thus becoming the solace of your advanc-
ing years, and proving a waluable acquist-

tion to the Community!
I remain, Dear Sir,
Your mucﬁ obliged friend,
J. EVANS.

Pullin’%-Row, Islington,
August, 180%.
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IN a short Essay, on so comprehensive a subject
as that of EpucaTION, only a rapid glance can be
expected. It is justly observed, by Mr. Evans,
that ¢ Education, in its most extensive sense, em-
¢ braces every thing that is valuable in the charac-
“ ter of man.” To the acquisition of literature and
science it is generally confined: but we think that
it ought to include whatever tends to perfect the
animal Man both in bedy and mind. It is evident
that Mr. Evans has it warmly at heart to train the
pupils in his seminary to knowledge and virtue, and
to make them enlightenéd, pure, and useful mem-
bers of the community.

Monthly Review for April, 1799.

a4






AN
INTRODUCTORY ESSAY

ON THE

EDUCATION OF YOUTH.

THIRD EDITION, ENLARGED AND CORRECTED.

All the pious duties which we owe
Our parents, friends, our country, and our God,
The seeds of every virtue here below,

From discipline alone, and EARLY CULTURE grow !
WEST.

The children of this age are to be the men and women

of the next.
WATTS,

Tue importance of EDUCATION is universally
acknowledged. Without its aid the powers of
the human mind would languish in a state of de-
plorable imperfection. But when the faculties
receive due culture they acquire an additional
energy — imbecilities are banished -~ obliquities
rectified—and the soul is purified and improved.
ab



X ESSAY ON EDUCATION.

Indeed the design of education is the enlarge-
ment of the understanding, and the purification
of the heart, So vast is the difference between
the scholar and the savage, that the former has
been said to exceed the latter, as much as the

latter surpasses the brute creation.

But though the utility of education is thus
confessed, yet concerning the mode by which 1t
should be conducted, a variety of sentiments has
obtained. On this topic the pens of Milton,
Locke, Rousseau, Knox, Macauley, Barbauld,
and Edgeworth, have been successively em-
ployed. Into their several opinions it will
not be expected that I should enter—nor will
their respective plans be here detailed. It
may be necessary only to observe, that each of
these writers has suggested many things well
worthy of attention. To approve, or to disap-
prove, altogether, of what they have written,
would be both injudicious and unjust. An able
tutor, concerned for the welfare of the youth

committed to his care, inspects every plan of

6



ESSAY ON EDUCATION, X1

education which hath been subjected to the pub-
lic eye. He will reject what appears to him ex-
ceptionable. - He will adopt what meets the ap-
probation of his understanding. Unawed by the
influence of great names, he will derive aid from
every quarter, and incorporate into his own plan
of instruction, whatever subserves the improve-
ment of his pupils. This was the method taken
by Dr. Philip Doddridge, previous to his en-
trance on the office of a tutor—and no one dis-

charged the duties of that province with superior
fidelity.

Whether private or public tuition is to be pre-
ferred, has been a subject warmly agitated.
But may we not aim at a mode of education
which shall unite the advantages of private and
public instruction, without their respective dis-
advantages? This will, no doubt, be deemed
an arduous task. A lmited number of pupils,
however, seems to approach the nearest towards
it. Here will be a sufficient scope afforded for
emulation—and their morals will be in a fair way

al
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of remaining untainted. The master himself
superintends every individual pupil. Sucha plan
must be pronounced at least favourable to the
advancement of knowledge—and to the increase

and establishment of virtue,

Let us now run over the topics of knowledge
with which YOUTH in the present day should be
in some measure made acquainted. In the nine-
teenth century a more than usually extended
sphere of information is expected, though parti-
cular attention should be paid to the age of the
pupil—and also to the profession for which he is
designed. Supposing, however, that a youth of
ability and leisure should present himself for edu-
cation—a plan similar to the following may be

adopted.

Theﬁrst object of his acquisition should be a
knowledge of his native tongue.  Orthography,
though too apt to be overlooked, demands spe-
cial attention. To read and write his own lan-

guage well, should be the object of his ambition,



ESSAY ON EDUCATION. xiii

but will require considerable attention.  The
English language has been formed out of a mass
of incongruous materials. Hence its irregulari-
ties, which render it difficult of attainment. With
these obstacles for a time every learner will have
to combat—but industry will overcome them all.
Here Priestley and Lowth will prove peculiarly
beneficial, for their Grammars have attained to
a deserved reputation. Perspicuity and accuracy
are their characteristic excellencies. By the re-
marks contained in Priestley’s Grammar, even
Hume improved his style—freeing it from cer-
tain Gallicisms with which it was debased, and
which were occasioned by the author’s long re-
sidence in France. Lowth also treats his subject
with ingenuity. His noggs are peculiarly instruc-
tive. They point out several inaccuracies into
which some of our best writers have fallen. By
remarking the transgression of grammatical rules
in others, we shall be led to write our native
language with greater precision and accuracy.

Murray’s Grammar, however, together with his
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English Exercises and Key, have nearly super~
seded every thing else of the kind, by concen-
trating the remarks of the best authors on the

subject. They are pieces of inestimable utility.

Arithmetic should next engage the attention.:
The first four rules shovld be thoroughly under-
stood, for on these preliminary operations the
whole fabric of calculation is raised. Accuracy
and speed in this department of learning are the
chief objects to be attained—the former by at-
tention, the latter by practice. Bonnycastle’s,
Hutton’s, and Goodacre’s Systems of Arithmetic
recommend themselves by their neatness and per-
spicuity. Beside the extensive use of arithmetjc
in commercial affairs, it invigorates the mind,
and generates habits of application. Children
can scarcely be inured at too early a period to
such studies. This knowledge should grow with
their growth, and strengthen with their strength.
Along with the usual study of Arithmetic, the

inimitable art of Writing will of course receive
due attention,
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Having become in a measure acquainted with
his own tongue, and with the power of numbers,
let the pupil then turn his attention first to the
Latin, and afterwards to the Greek languages,
for they are connected with each other. The
elementary parts of the dead languages should
be acquired betimes. Thus the ruggedness of
grammatical learning will be obviated. The te-
nacious memory of youth is adapted for such
acquisitions, nor can any classical attainments
be made without a very intimate acquaintance
with grammar. An advancement also from
easier to more difficult authors, should be care-
fully regarded, and the beauties of each pointed
out with discrimination. Hereby the ascent will
be the less felt—and the summit insensibly gain-
ed. The utility of knowing Latin and Greek
cannot be questioned. Their intimate connection
(particularly the Latin) with our own language,
and the exquisite heauties of their writers—not
to be infused into any translation—powerfully
recommend the attainment of them. Even of

Pope’s Translation of Homer, the celebrated
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Gibbon remarks, that it is endowed with every
beauty but likeness to tlieloriginal. It was a
saying of Roger Ascham, that  even as a hawk
flieth not high with one wing, even so a man
reacheth not to excellence with one tongue.” An
acquaintance with the writings of the ancient
poets, philosophers, and kistorians, will be facili-
tated by the perusal of Wilcock’s Roman Con-
versations, of Potter’s Greek, and Adams’ Ro-
man Antiquities—also by the use of Lempriere’s
Classical Dictionary. In attaining a knowledge
of the Greek and Latin Classics, translations

should be forbidden, except in cases of consider-
able difficulty.

Whilst an acquaintance with these languages is
acquiring, let the pupil be initiated into a know-
ledge of History—first that of his own country,
then that of Europe, afterwards of the whole
World. Kimber, Hume, and Henry, with re-
spect to our own country, together with their
continuations, may, at a proper distance of

time, be perused in succession, The first con-
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stitutes a neat abstract, the second an elegant
narrative, and the third a minute and well ar-
ranged account of British History. Of the" ge-
neral affairs of Europe, Robertson’s Charles the
Fifth, Watson’s Philip the Second, and Russel’s
History of Modern Europe, will convey a suffi-
cient knowledge.  As to the history of the world,
the pupil need only be referred to the Ancient
and Modern Universal History—a production
whose numerous volumes form of themselves a
small library. Mavor’s recent abridgment of
these volumes, however, will be found very use-
ful to the rising generation. To the history of
Greece and Rome, indeed, Robertson and Gold-
smith have furnished excellent introductions.
More extended accounts may be found in Hooke
and Gibbon, in Gillies, Mitford, and the Travels
of Anacharsis into Greece. Dr. Priestley’s Lec-
tures also on History, joined with his very inge-
nious Historical and Biographical Charts, con-
stitute a vast fund of information. Nor must we
omit to mention Bigland’s Letters on History—a

better book on this subject cannot be put into the
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hands of the rising generation. Man is con-
fined to so small a circle, and his life contracted
to so short a span, that he has every reason to
avail himself of the experience of others. This
can only be done by the diligent and attentive
perusal of History.

To the fuller comprehension of the historic
page, Geography and Chronology must be under-
stood. The former ascertains the spot on the
globe where the event happened, and the latter
assigns the period of its taking place. But the
advantages resulting from a knowledge of geogra-
phy are not to be confined to history alone. To
the commercial character it is equally beneficial,
acquainting him with the situation, soil, climate,
and productions, of the most distant regions of
the globe! It therefore facilitates the inter-
course which - already subsists between different
parts of the world. By an acquaintance with
this entertaining and useful science the merchant
can, though in his counting-house, travel in ima-
gination to the ends of the earth. On Chronology

Dr. Valpy's little piece is well entitled to atten-~
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tion—the facts of Ancient History, and of the
History of England, being put into easy verse for
the aid of the memory. Mr. Butler’s Chrono-
logy also contains a most ingenious arrangement,
of events, according with elvery day in the year.
And the reader may consult my Epitome of Geo-
graphy, enlivened by anecdotes of anclent and
ﬁodern history. As to England in particular,
recourse may be had to my Juvenile Tourist,
containing maps and sketches of the principal
parts of this island, intermingled with pieces of
poetry, and drawn up with an immediate view to
the improvement of the rising generation. It is -
an excellent rule, for a young person never to
pass over the name of any place without making
himself acquainted with its position. A Gazet-
teer, with a few common maps, will soon put

such a knowledge of them into his possession.

Under Geography we include the use of the
terrestrial and celestial Globes—Mr. Butler’s E2-
ercises being an excellent piece on the subject.

This presents astronomy to our attention. Bon-
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nycastle’s Letters on Astronomy, are deserving
~of special attention, aswell as Mr. Frend’s Even-
ing Amusements, lately published. This sub-
lime science, by means of its discoveries, en-
larges and elevates the mind. It also raises in-
teresting emotions. We are Irresistibly impressed
by the grandeur and immensity of the Supreme
Being !

The mention of astronomy introduces Matke-
matics. Of the utility of these studies—to the
mind abstractedly considered, and for the acqui-
sition of physical knowledge, every intelligent
individual must be apprised. Swift, indeed, ri-
diculed them. It may, however, be asserted,
that a moderate acquaintance with them should
be strongly recommended. Without their aid
.many parts of the universe would remain inexpli-
cable. Dr. Barrow, in his Mathematical Lec-
tures, has addressed the Supreme Being under
the appellation of the Divine Geometer ! And
Scripture assures us, that all things are consti-

tuted by werght and measure. Simson’s Euclid,
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Maclaurin’s Algebra, together with Ewing’s Sy-
nopsis, form a compendium of mathematical
science. Dr. Hutton’s Course of Mathematics,

is a complete and admirable work on the subject.

A system of mathematics leads to Natural
Philosophy, which comprehends a wide extent of
subject. From the minutest recesses of the ani-
mal, vegetable, and fossile kingdoms, up to the
revolutions of the plametary system, what an ex-
tensive range ! By the inquisitive genius of man,
every object has been analyzed; for whatever
affects the senses has undergone a rigid scrutiny.
This is termed natural philosophy. By means of
a well constructed apparatus, the stupendous
operations of nature may be explained. Whata
delightful study! How worthy the enquiry of a
rational being! The youthful mind cannot be
more profitably engaged. By Mrs. Barbauld
this scientific observation of nature is expres-
sively termed—seeing with our own eyes. Indeed,
the faculties and senses are honourably employed

in examining the works of Almighty God! Fer-
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guson’s Lectures, Nicholson’s Philesophy, Gres
gory’s Economy of Nature, and Webster’s Eles
ments  of Natural Philosophy, are treatises
which may be recommended on this subject.
Scientific Dialogues likewise, in several small
volumes, possess much merit, and contain a
great deal of information. It is, indeed, desir-
able, that the senior pupils should be treated
with a few of the most popular experiments in

chemastry and electricity.

Logic and Rhetoric are two sciences with which,
In a course of education, we cannot dispense.
The former teaches the pupil to arrange his ideas
with a luminous accuracy, and the latter im-
proves his taste for composition—enabling him to
express his sentiments with an elegant propriety.
Both are necessary in this age of discrimination.
The systems of logic by Watts and Duncan, have
been well received. On rhetoric, the works of
Kaimes, Harris, Campbell, and Blair, need not

any commendation,

One principal mode of acquiring a just taste
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for composition, will be the perusal of those
Moral Essays which have periodically appeared
in this country, and in the course of the last
century. The Spectator, Tatler, Guardian, Ad-
venturer, Rambler, together with other similar
productions, are entitled to no small attention.
Justly have they been denominated the Eng-
lish Classics. 'They will enrich the mind with
a variety of choice sentiments; they will inspire
the reader with an idea of the graces of diction ;
they will teach him to distinguish between what
is hollow and superficial, and that which is solid
and just. To thestyle of the Spectator, John-
son, that colossus of literature, has given his
unreserved commendation: ¢ Whoever wishes,”
says he, “ to attain an English style familiar,
but not coarse; and elegant, but not ostenta-
tious, must give his days and nights to the vo-

lumes of Addison.”

By this time the pupil will have trodden the
frequented paths of literature. His powers are

now hastening to maturity. Should he, there-
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fore, break off from the pursuit of his learning at
this périod, his mind will be imperfectly formed.
There is another science which claims his atten=
tion, it is Moral Philosophy. This relates to the
constitution of man; it investigates his nature,
ascertains its powers, and delineates the duties
obligatory on him as a rational and accountable
being. It will impart such an. insight into the
intellectual and moral world, that will excite a
pleasing astonishment. Its territories have, in
the last century, been explored by the researches
of Hutchinson, Grove, Hartley, Reid, and Pa-
ley. The sketch of our duties cannot be too ac-
curately pourtrayed ; nor the punctual discharge
of them, too energetically recommended. Of
this essential circumstance let the pupil be re-
minded. Thus furnished, he will enter on the
career of active life with a becoming thoughtful-
ness; he will be sensible, that the ends of his
being ought not to be disregarded. Recollecting
that both his own happiness, and the welfare of
the community, are connected with the regular
discharge of duty, he will perform his part with
1
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propriety. While he continues on the theatre of
life, usefulness will be the object of his ambition.
When he quits it, he will have the consolation to
reflect, that the beneficial effects of his conduct
may be experienced by the generation that suc-
ceeds lam!  Ars bene, beateque vivend: ; or, the art
of living well and happily, was the definition which
the learned Dr. More gave of moral philosophy.

Whilst these important parts of education are
cultivated, the ornamental are not to be forgot-
ten. French, music, dancing, drawing, and other
accomplishments, will occupy the attention at
stated intervals. These lighter engagements will
be judiciously intermixed with the more serious
investigations. In a solid education, they will
be made to retain a subordinate station. Under
restrictions they will prove highly useful—reliey-
ing the attention; diffusing over the mind an
agreeable cheerfulness; and facilitating an inter-
course with mankind. “ A man,” says Dr.
Johnson, “ whose great qualities want the orna-
ment of exterior attractions, is like a naked

b
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mountain with mines of gold, which will be fre-.

quented only till the treasure is exhausted.”

French, indeed, has of late risen in importance
upon us. The speaking and writing of it with:
ease, are now become valuable acquisitions. This
therefore will be duly taught—and of its utility
the pupil should not remain unapprised. The
French language should be taught by natives of

France—every individual is best acquainted with

the language of his own country.

Hitherto we have been silent concerning Elo-
cution. Its importance is acknowledged and felt
by all. The ready and agreeable communication
of our ideas by speech, is a talent the value of
which has been justly appreciated, both in an-
cient and modern times. In a well conducted
education, therefore, due attention will be paid
to it. Knox’s Hints to Public Speakers, and
the Introductory Observations to the latest edi-
tions of Enfield’s Speaker, are well worth atten-

tion. No tutor indeed can endow his pupil with
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the powers of oratory. But he may prevent him
from acciuiring awkward habits, and may aid
and improve talents which are calculated to
shine in this useful department. We all know
what pains were taken by Demosthenes to cure
the untowardness of nature, that he might ha-
rangue with greater effect his deluded country-

men.

Here the ordinary course of education termi-
nates: and it embraces a wide circle of import-
ant subjects. It may have been drawn on too
extensive a scale for the generality of pupils. But
my former observation must be here recollected
—A sacred attention should be paid to the age of
the pupil, and to the profession for which he is
designed. To these two circumstances a wise
accommodation should be made. IFor instance,
a lad destined to trade, or commerce, need not
make a very great progress in classical know-
ledge. To writing, arithmetic, book-keeping,
geography, and merchants’ accounts, his atten-
tion would be more properly directed, though

b2
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not to the utter exclusion of other branches of
science—the knowledge of which is necessary to
constitute him a valuable member of the com-
munity. Hence it is impossible to lay down any
one plan to which a tutor can invariably adhere.
Indeed a judicious teacher resembles a skilful
husbandman, superintending, with a persevering -
patience, the productions of nature, and facili-
tating their progress towards maturity. He
consults the genius of his scholar ; he catches
every favourable opportunity for infusing know-
ledge; he omits no means by which the intellec-
tual and moral powers may be invigorated.

Knowledge and virtue are the primary objects of
a well-directed education, and that mode of in-
struction is to be preferred above all others,

which effectually secures them, Education,

therefore, has been Justly defined to be ¢ that
series of means by which the human under-
standing is gradually enlightened, and the dispo-
sitions of the human heart are formed and called

forth, between earljest infancy and the period

when we consider ourselyes as qualified to take a
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part in active life; and ceasing to direct our
views solely to the acquisition of new knowledge,
or the formation of new habits, are content to

act upon the principles which we have already

acquired.”*

To the course of education, the outlines of

which are here sketched, should be added—

Lectures on the Nature of the British Consti-
tution, — and on The Evidences of Revealed

Religion. In themselves these subjects are of

* A variety of miscelluneous information might be com-
municated to the pupil whilst he glides along the preceding
course, which could not be well arranged under any one of
the branches of knowledge already mentioned. The best
book of this kind lately came into my hands: it is entitled
— < Miscellaneous Selections of the Rudiments of useful
Knowledge, from the first Authorities—designed for the
senior Scholars in Schools, and for Young Persons in gene-
ral :—containing useful Information on a Variety of Sub-
jects, not to be found in any Books of general Use in
Schools; and yet by all Persons necessary to be known.
Compiled by J. Guy, Master of the Literary and Com-
mercial Seminary, Bristol.”  Here I cannot help recom-
mending also, « Kett’s Elements of General Knowledge,”
it is a work of merit, and of unquestionable utility.

b3
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importance. . But /e times render some informa-

tion about them doubly valuable.

On' the nature of the British constitution very
useful instructions might be communicated, Every
individual who receives a liberal education,
should be made acquainted with the constituent
parts of the government under which he lives,
Ignorance on this topic may be attended with
serious consequences. Far be it from a tutor to
render his pupils intriguing politicians. But it
1s certainly to be wished, that British Youth should
be impressed with a sense of our political advan-
tages. The distribution of our government into
King, Lords, and Commons, is to be commend-
ed. The constitution of these realms, purely
administered, possesses innumerable advantages,
On these let the tutor expatiate. It will
nspire the pupil with reverence for a well-
constituted government; it will guard him
against the rage ofnovelty ; it will lead him fairly
to estimate the advantages and disadvantages of
every government subjected to his 1nspection,

The British constitution should be compared with
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the legislatures of surrounding nations. The re-
sult will be in its favour. It will beget a desire
of perpetuating it, and of communicating it to
our latest posterity. What has received the
sanction of ages, and proved a source of innu-
merable blessings to our forefathers, should not
be hastily abandoned. May it be freed of every
abuse, and restored to its pristine purity !—In
De Lolme’s Treatise on the English Constitu-
tion; in Blackstone’s Commentaries; and in
Dr. Beattie’s Llements of Moral Science, are
contained many excellent observations on this

_subject.

I'rom the duties of a good citizen, we pass on
to the duties of the Christian.  This introduces
Lectures on the Evidences of Ciristianity. The
proofs of its truth may be summarily delineated :
its characteristic doctrines, leading precepts, and
sublime discoveries, will deserve a distinct enume-
ration. It would also be not improper to specify
the popular objections of infidelity, and bring
forward a satisfactory solution of them. Thus

b 4
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would the minds of the pupils be fortified against
dangers, to which many an unsuspecting youth
has fallen a prey. Nor let it be forgotten, that
the practical tendency of Christianity should be
impressed upon their hearts. Equally remote
from superstition and from enthusiasm, #rue re-
ligion vefines and sublimates human nature. The
end which Christianity has in view, is the spi-
ritual improvement of mankind—their present
virtue and comfort,(together with their future
perfection and happiness. The accomplishment
of this end is independent of all the subtle and
intricate discussions, of all the frivolous and gb-
struse controversies, which have agitated ang.
disturbed the world ! Ap answer to the question,
Why are you a Christiap ? Doddridge’s Three
Discourses on the Evidences of Revealed Rel;-
‘gion, and Paley’s Evidences of Christianity, are
each of them valuable performances, Wright’s
Instruction for Youth, also, in a Series of Lec-
tures on Moral and Religious Subjects, contains

happy iltustrations of the leading traits of Natural

-and Revealed Religion. Those who wish to know
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the opinions of the sects, and the temper which,
as Christians, they ought to indulge towards
each other, are referred to Evans’s Sketch and

Sequel of the Denominations of the Christian
World.

Special care should be taken to convince young
people, that the spirit of religion is a spirit of
cheerfulness. ‘¢ Piety,” saild Dr. South, ¢ en-
joins no man to be dull.” However misrepre-
sented by its injudicious votaries, pure Christi-
anity aids and invigorates the best feelings of the
heart. TIts doctrines present us with amiable
views of Deity. Its precepts are founded in the
strictest equity. Its discoveries unfold prospects
beyond this life, which must be peculiarly ac-
ceptable to the children of men. ¢ A source of
cheerfulness to a good mind, is its consideration
of that Being on whom we have our dependence,
and in whom, though we behold him as yet but
in his first faint discoveries of his perfections, we
see every thing that we can imagine as great,

glorious, or amiable. We find ourselves every
b5
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where upheld by his goodness, and surrounded
-with an immensity of love and mercy. In short,
we depend upon a Being whose power qualifies
him to make us happy, by an infinity of means;
whose goodness and truth engage him to make
those happy who desire it of him; and whose
unchangeableness will secure us in this happiness

to all eternity.”*

During a course of education, an attention
should be paid to a love of truth—to habits of
cleanliness, and to a general economy in the
management of temporal affairs. These articles
of conduct are of vast importance—and of their
utility every intelligent parent must be sensible.
Beside our moral obligations to cultivate g love
of truth, it is absolutely necessary, in order to
secure any degree of respectability among man-
kind. With cleanliness, health is concerned, nor
1s it thought to be unallied to purity of mind.

An economy, equally remote from the meanness

* Addison,
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-of avarice and the thoughtlessness of prodigality,
is attended with beneficial consequences. It en-
larges the power of doing good. It widens our
sphere of usefulness. e who is betimes habitu-
ated to a judicious economy, will be enabled to
gratify himself with a larger range of comforts,
and to relieve with a more plentiful hand the

distresses of his fellow-creatures.

Nor from the catalogue of moral virtues, more
peculiarly incumbent on youth—should early-
-rising be excluded. This commendable practice
extends the means of improvement, by affording
us an ampler space of time for the acquisition of
knowledge, and for the regulation of the heart.
By its salutary influence.also, the human frame
is invigorated. The genial air of the morning
braces the nerves, exhilirates the spirits, and is
in every respect promotive of health.—But the
chief recommendation of early rising to a student,
should be the extension of his time, which he
may dedicate to the improvement of his under-

standing. To the value of this article, wise and

b0
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good men have always borne a testimony. “ The
great rule of moral conduct, (Lavater said) in
his opinion, was, next to God, to respect time.

Time he considered as the most valuable of hu-
man treasures, and any waste of it as in the
highest degree immoral. He rises every morn-
ing at the hour of five; and though it would be
agreeable to him to breakfast immediately aiter
rising, makes it an invariable rule to earn that
repast by some previous labour; so that if by
accident the rest of the day is spent to no useful
purpose, some portion of it may at least be se-
cured beyond the interruptions of chance.*” Dr.,
Doddridge also remarks, in a note to his Family
Expositor— I will here record an observation,
which I have found of great use to myself, and
to which, I may say, that the production of thjg
work, and most of my other writings, is owing,
viz. that the difference between rising at five and
seven o’clock in the morning, for the space of

forty years, supposing a man to go to bed at the

&=

M"“"—rsr——-

* Miss Williams’s Letters from Switzerland-
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same hour at night, is nearly equivalent to the

addition of ten years to a man’s life.”

A love of trqm—-habits of cleanliness—general
economy In the:;gnanagement of our temporal af-
fairs—and the practice of early rising, are of in-
conceivable utility To the cultﬁ@tion of them
youth should be carefully inured. The seeds of
these virtues, sown in their breasts at:an early

period, may shoot up and produce an abundant

harvest. v

On the youthful mind a spirit of industry also,
with respect to every occupation in which we are
engaged, should be inculeated. The hand of the
diligent maketh rick—and daily experience sanc-
tions the trath of this aphqﬁlém. On the con-
trary, indolence brings along with it innumera-
ble evils. It debilitates the powers of the mind
renders the individual a burden to himself—and

plunges its victim into the abyss of wretchedness

and poverty—
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to exercise, not fatigue, the reasoning faculty,
Let the pupil be accustomed to examine every
fresh accession of knowledge; let him be habitu-
ated to Judge of every topic which is laid before
him: then, from every object around him, will
he learn to derive instruction; for a well-in-
formed mind lays all nature under contribution.
“The aim of education (says the late Dr. Beattie,
a very competent judge) should be to teach us
rather sow to think, than what to think—rather
to improve our minds, so as to enable us to
think for ourselves, than to load the memory
with the thoughts of other men. A mind prepared
by proper discipline for making discoveries of
its own, is in a much higher state of cultivation
than that of a mere scholar, who knows nothing
but what he has been taught. The latter resem-
bles a granary, which may indeed be filled with
corn, but can yield no more than it has received,
The former may be likened to a fruitful field,
which is ever in a condition to bring riches and
plenty, and multiplies an hundred fold every
grain that has been committed to it,”
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Many other subjects, connected with educa-
tion, might have been introduced and made the
subject of discuséion, but sufficient has been said,
to shew that it is the most important of all en-
gagements in which a human being can be occu-
pied. It is to be hoped that parents therefore
will make due allowance for any little infirmity
they may perceive in a tutor—provided he ex-
erts himself to the utmost, for the accomplish-
ment of the arduous task with which they have
entrusted him. Education, in its most extensive
sense, embraces every thing that is valuable in
the character of man. It is intended to exalt
and perfect both his intellectual and moral pow-
ers. It extends to the body and to the soul—to
time and to eternity! Our regard then to our
country, and to mankind, as well as our duty to
our children, obliges us to cultivate their educa-
tion. The united voice of antiquity, both sacred
and profane, recommends and urges this upon
us, and whether they be prophets or sages, apos-
tles or philosophers, they all concur in the pre-

cept of the illustrious SoromoN—Train up «
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ehild in the way he should go, and when lLe is old he-

will not depart from it.

Let not the parent be fearful, lest the mind of
its child be too well informed. Of this excess,
there is no danger. Knowledge of every kind
‘possesses 1ts. utility; and in the several depart-
ments of life, it will be the source of substantial
blessings. Beside its use in the occurrences of
‘this present state—it is its own reward. Cicero"
has expressed this sentiment in language familiar
to every classic ear.* In every period; and in
every condition of mortality, the pure light of
sclence proves a perennial fountain of felicity. A
man of information needs not have recourse to
sensuality, or to. dissipation, by which he may
relieve the tediousness of existence. Literary
characters have within themselves stores of en-
tertainment, to which nothing but their own in-
dolence can deny them access. The man, who

is at once enlightened, wvirtuous, and pious, ecannot .

* Hec studia adolescentiam alunt, &c.
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fail of partaking of exalted pleasures. Ile is as-
similated to the Deity. On /s plan he acts—to
his will he resigns himself—and, in /zs dispensa-
tions places the most profound acquiescence. In
the bosom of that favoured individual must be
deposited a treasure of inestimable value. This
'1s no rhetorical exaggeration. It has been rea-
lized by thousands, aud has been substantiated
after a manner which cannot be questioned. Mil-
ton, whose capacious soul cannot be doubted,
addressing his pupils on the acquisition of know-
ledge, assures them—* You shall be conducted
to a hill side, steep at first ascent, else so smooth,
so green, so full of goodly prospects and melo-

dious sounds, on every side, that the harp of

Orpheus was not more charming.””

Before I close this Essay, something should be
said concerning the discipline to which the pupil
should be subjected. Restraints are necessary
at every period of life, but in the season of
youth they are indispensable. Let the restric-

tions however be few, and of manifest utility., A
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kind and conciliatory conduct towards them,
oftentimes ensures obedience. In the mind of
an ingenuous youth, gratitude towards his in-
structor may be easily generated. A worthy
and learned person, the Rey. Philip Henry, on
his arrival at manhood, used to express his obli-
gations to those who had the direction of his
early years—repeating, with approbation, the an-
cient adage, “ To God all-sufficient—to parents
and to teachers, no equivalent can be rendered.”—
Of this amiable disposition let the tutor avail
himself, His injunctions, enforced from such a

principle, will scarcely fail of being observed.

Harsh treatment should, if possible, be avoid-
ed. It sours the temper, both of the master and
of the pupil; Incapacitating the one for teach-
ing, and the other for learning the lessons pre-
scribed. Whereas mildness has the most benefi-
cial influence. Tt may be likened to the genial
rays of the sun, playing on the earth after the
sterility of winter, gradually opening its bosom,

and impregnating it with germs of fertility.
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Should tenderness fail to operate, recourse must
be had to severity. These cases, it is to be

hoped, would not frequently occur in a lmited
7 seminary : but, should the unhappy youth prove
insensible to the operation of rewards and punish=
ments—it must terminate in his expulsion.—
Where the mind has been subjected at an early
period to salutary regulations, such refractoriness
is seldom found. In general, youth are distin-
guished by activity—by emulation—and by an
invincible desire to excel. These laudable pro-
peusities, duly cherished, produce that diligence
in study which is essential to real improvement
—and that assiduous cultivation of the heart,

which is the basis of every valuable acquisition.

This transient survey of what relates to one of
the most important of all subjects, shall be con-
cluded in the words of Mr. Addison—* I consi-
der an human soul, without education, like
marble in the quarry, which shews none of its
inherent beauties until the skill of the polisher
fetches out the colours, makes the surface shine,

1
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and discovers ¢very ornamental cloud, spot, and
vein that runs through the body of it. Educa-
tion, after the same manner, when it works upon
a noble mind, draws out to view every latent
virtue and perfection, which, without such helps,
are never able to make their appearance. If my
reader will give me leave to change the allusion
S0 800on upon him, I shall make use of the same
Instance to illustrate zhe Jorce of education, which
Aristotle has brought to explain his doctrine of
substantial forms, when he tells us, that a statue
lies hid in a block of marble, and that the art of
the statuary only clears away the superfluous
matter and removes the rubbish, The figure is in
the stone, and the sculptor only finds it. What
sculpture is to a block of marble, education is to
an human soul. The philosopher, the saint, or
the hero, the wise, the good, or the great man,
very often lies hid and concealed in a p!ebez’an,
which a proper education might have dis-interred,

and have brought to light.”

e R




THE

STUDENTS DREADM.

YOUTH elate and gay

‘Steps into life, and follows unrestrain’d

Where passion leads, or prudence points the way.

In the pure mind, at those ambiguous years,

Or VICE, rank weed, first strikes her poisonous root ;

Or hap’ly VIRTUE’s opening bud appears,

By just degrees—fair bloom of fairest fruit;

Summer shall ripen what the Spring began,

YOUTH’s generous fires will grow more constant in the
MAN.

LOWTH.






THE

STUDENT’S DREAM.

Sapere aude;;
Incipe. Vivendi recte, qui prorogat horam,
Rausticus expectat, dum déefluat amnis, at ille
Labitur et labetur in omme volubilis =vum.
HOR.

Begin---be bold---and venture to be wise ;
He who defers this work, from day to day,
Does on a river’s bank expecting stay,
Till the whole stream which stopp’d him should be gone,
That runs, and as it runs, for ever will run on.
COWLEY.

Steriles transmisimus annos,
Hec Avi, mihi prima dies—hec limina vitz.
STAT.

Our barren years are past;
Be this of life, the first—of sloth, the last.
ELPHIN,

BEING returned home after an attendance at

College, and having bid a final adieu to an aca-

demic life, I examined into the improvement

which I had” derived from a course of liberal

education. When I found the improvement ina=
B
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dequate to the advantages enjoyed, I was dis-
quieted by the reflection. I was also at a loss
‘how to conduct my future studies with success.
Thus circumstanced, a restlessness of disposition
embittered my existence, and threw a melancholy
hue over every object around me. At intervals,
1 would even withdraw into the secluded parts of
a neighbouring grove, that I might give the fuller
vent to my grief. A few evenings ago, impressed
more than usual with the above considerations, I
dreamt the following DREAM.

I thought I was reclining on a sofa, by the fire-
side, in my own chamber, perusing Young’s
Night Thoughts, and ruminating on this curious
passage—

Time in advance, behind him hides his wings,
And seems to creep, decrepid with his age.

Behold him when past by—what then is seen,
But his broad pinions, swifter than the winds ?

The justice of my favourite poet’s observation
struck my attention, and induced me to a seri-
ous review of life, The retrospect, as may be
supposed, was attended with a strange mixture of
sensations; some of the painful, and others of
the pleasing cast. It, however, occasioned an
involuntary sigh; and, clasping together my
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hands, I exclaimed—¢ Apprized as I am now of
“ the value of time, how carefully would I im-

“ prove opportunities afforded me for instruc-
“Cition 2

At this instant I was surprised by a gentle
knock at my chamber-door. Upon opening it,
In calne & VENERABLE GEN TLEMAN ; of whom
it might be said, age had stilled his passions but
not obscured his reason. Hisifigure commanded
reverence. His raised fore}'i_ead was furrowed
by years, and besprinkled with hoary hairs. His
vestments were elegantly simple, and his mind-
illumined features were enlivened by parental
tenderness. Op his brow sat the gentleness of
humanity, and the expressions which dropped
from his lips were like apples of gold in pictures
of silver. I presented him with a chair, and he
sat down beside me.. He aﬁologized for the ab-
ruptness of his visit, bespoke my attention by
placing his hand on my knee; and looking me
full in the face, addressed me in these paternal
accents— :

“Youne FriewD, why so distress yourself
“with what cannot be recalled? T have eyed
“youin the haunts of solitude, with slow step
“ and downcast countenance, lamenting the loss’

B2
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STUDENT'S DREAM.

of time, and the misimprovement of talents. 1
have heard you pouring forth complaints, and
wished often to soothe the anguish of your
mind. To repent of indiscretion, and to evi-
dence the sincerity of that repentance by re-
doubling future diligence, would better be-
come you. Away with fruitless sighs, and un-
availing wishes. A friend (whose name it con-
cerns you not to know) related to me your si-
tuation, and my sympathy is awakened. I
shall endeavour to suggest consolatory hints ;
and, if agreeable, put in your possession a few
obvious rules, to which you must adhere.

¢ That you are sensible of slender attainments,
i1s auspicious. Consciousness of ignorance, is
the first step to improvement. It is the most
powerful corrective of indolence—the sharpest
spur to industry. Many would have arrived
to eminence in learning, had they not imagin-
ed they had already attained it. To perceive
your docile disposition gives me pleasure. The
glebe admits not the grain jnto its bosom with
advantage, till previously laid open by the
plough : and the mind is never so well fitted to
imbibe the dictates of wisdom, till it bas passed
through the progressive stages of painful con-
viction, But perhaps imagination, enemy-like,
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€

-

exaggerates defects. The imperfections of hu-
<

o

manity can dispense with the distorting influ-

“ ence of false mediums. For years you have
£

-

given application ; and this application, though

“ small, must bave furnished you with more
€

-

knowledge than you imagine.

 Drawing also near manhood, you enter with

¢ additional spirit on the prosecution of Khow-

‘Jedge. Thirst after improvement increases
“ daily, and along with it indignation at knowiog
‘¢ 50 little. Hence a portion of that inquietude

-~

¢

o~

which ruffles your brow, and disturbs the calm

-~

“ of vour felicity. So true are the words of the

¢

~

wisest of men:—He that increaseth knowledge,
“ jncreaseth sorrow.”

Here the OLp GENTLEMAN paused. His
unassuming demeanour won upon me; and ‘his
observations insinuated themselves into my heart.
With lenient hand he had poured into my wound-
ed spirit the balm of consolation. Gleams of joy
broke in upon me, and I was pleased with the
assiduities of this acceptable, though unexpected,
visitor. I now begged him to become my instruc-
tor, and furnish me with the rules he had kindly
promised. His philanthropic soul complied with.

B3
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my request; and he thus resumed the Interesting
subject.

““ The success, Youne FrRiE¥D, which has
crowned my attempts to serve you, invites me
to proceed, and emboldens me to undertake
the task you require. Thrice happy shall I be,
if, as an instructor, I suggest what tends to
regulate your studies, and guide you through
the intricate windings of human  life, Near
seventy years of my pilgrimage are already
gone, and, like my forefathers, 1 am but a so-
Journer in this land of shadows. The remnant
of my days I devote to the rising generation.
The inexperience and rashness of youth, call
loudly for the guidance of age. Perilous is
the voyage of life. Several individuals have I
beheld, even in my time, embarking with the
flattering prospect of gaining the desired haven,
But, alas! the winds arose—the tempest howl-

(14

(€4

114

[£1

£¢

(14

4

N

11

(4

~

114
143
11
13
11
'
1
113

ed—the face of heaven grew black and lowering

“—and the devouring waves swallowed their

¢ little vessel. It sunk, and, ah! it rose no
more! In most cases, the want of 4 pilot oc-

casions the dreadful catastrophe.

(13

€<

“ The trickling tear, and the heaving sigh, re-

¢ call not past circumstances. Regret, therefore,



14

£¢

£¢

-
-~

-
N

-
-

-
-~

-
N

STUDENT'S DREAM, i

should have a favourable influence over the
future, regulating the several departments of
conduct, and preventing an additional weight
of sorrow. In your present situation, you need
directions. Are you not destitute of a tutor’s
advice? Do you not resemble a ¢hild bereav-
ed of its parent?  Strictly speaking, you are a
literary orphan. As you have also bade fare-
well to the wholesome restraints of college dis-
cipline, I shall remind you of things seemingly
trivial, yet essential, to prosperity. At Alma
Mater you commenced an acquaintance with
the elements of science, See that the founda<
tion was well laid; and having secured this
preliminary, sedulously erect the superstruc-
ture. To suppose that the termination of a
college course should be also the termination
of study, is a common, but pernicious, mis-
take. What more absurd? The occupation
of tradesmen and of scholars differs materially
from each other. A trade is learnt by a few
years application : the acquisition of literature
is the employ of life, On the time to come,
Youne FrieND, much, if not morestressis to
be laid, than upon that already gone. Summon
up your resolution. Let Hork, the elevator
of the human heart, and the enameller of hu-
man life, impel to vigorous exertions, Study
B 4
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“ affords the more exalted pleasures as you pre-
¢ ceed. And, inded, you have already been con-
¢ ducted to that ¢ hill-side,” well described by
¢ the immortal Milton, to be ¢ steep at first as-
“ cent, else so smooth, so green, so full of goodly
¢ prospects, and melodious sounds on every side,
‘ that the harp of Qrpheus was not more charm-

({3

Ing.”?

Just asmy AGcep INSTRUCTOR uttered these
words, I thought he drew from his pocket a scroll
of paper, closely written. ¢ This scroll,” said
be holdinm it forward in his right hand, ¢ con-

<y il o R RS

‘“ tains the regulations 1 promised you. They
“ were drawn up years ago, for pupils under my
“ care, and T have illustrated them with what
“ has occurred in the course of my reading.
* Should their obviousness require an apology,
“ you have it in this ancient adage— IWhat is not
¢ sufficiently attended to, cannot be too JSrequently

“ repeated.” He then proceeded to unfold the
scroll, and read me the subsequent rules, with a
sweetness of accent, and a certain modulation of
voice, which cannot be easily forgotten.

“First.  Avoid night studies: they are the
¢ bane of health, and ruin the most robust con-
“ stitution. Soon enter your bed at night, and
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leave it soon in the morning. The faculty ex--
tol early rising, as a specific against disease.
In the morning the air is salubrious; the mind
best fitted for instruction, and the spirits chear-
ed, by beholding the sun starting from the
east, and gilding every opening prospect. To
the preservation of health pay scrupulous at--
tention. Temperance and exercise are the best
physicians. The ancients observed, that the
immediate agency of heawen nfiicted acute:
diseases,. but those of the chronic kind were of
our own formation. Nor are the moderns less
explicit on the subject. - Addison, when he be--
held a fashionable table in all its magnificence,
fancied he saw gouts and: dropsies, fevers and
lethargies, with other distempers, lying in am-
buscade among the dishes. And Sir William.
Temple used to say—the first glass for myself
—the secohd for my friends—the third for
good-humour—and. the fourth for mine ene-
mies. Like the wedded pair, the mind and
the body are mutuaily affected. Corporeal
pain distracts the attention, and disables the
intellectual faculty for exertion. Your meat
and your drink, your company and your amuse-
ments, should be answerable to the calls of na-
ture, and subservient to the welfare of the

animal economy.
B.5
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“ Secoundly. Time must be occupied. To some
¢ employ appropriate every hour. Never appear

“ as if you knew not how to dispose of yourself,

(4

-

Of the utmost Importance is a judicious distribu-
[4

-~

tion of the day; and anarchy accompanies the
“ want of arrangement. The fine arts may em-
ploy spare hours. Waste not even the particles
of time, for, like particles of gold, they pos-
sess their separate value. The learned Eras-
mus, when on horseback, travelling into Italy,

‘“ wrote the celebrated treatise intitled—The
4

€c

€<

143
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-~

Praise of Folly.

“ Thirdly. Having obtained a knowledge of
‘¢ the sciences, and consulted your genius, apply
“ to that branch of literature for which you ex-
“ perience the greatest predilection. Some are
“ fond of the languages and Belles Lettres, others
“ of mathematical and astronomical specula-
‘“ tions; ‘some of natural, and others of moral
8 phiIUSOphy. Examine the bent of your mind,
“ It is of moment to ascertain the intellectual
‘ current, Prosecute with ardour whatever you
“ pursue, and be your speculations subservient
“to the practical purposes of life. -They who
‘“ boast of an universal genius, are sometimes su-
“ perficial, never arrive at much eminence, ang
“ do little good to the community at large,
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¢ Fourthly. In your studies there should be
an intermixture. Works of reasoning and of
imagination—of judgment and of fancy, asso=

' ciate together. Like the seasons of the year,

they afford an agreeable variety. Severe and
continued application tries the most gigantic
intellect. The faculties of the mind, however,
should not be suffered to remain dormant, for
they gain vigour and maturity by exercise.
Prejudices of every kind throw aside: they
warp the understanding, and bias the judg-
ment. Proteus-like, error assumes multifa-
rious forms; and it is the scholar’s province
to strip away its disguise. Bacon terms en-
quiry after truth, the wooing of it; knowledge
of truth, the presence of it; and the influen-
tial belief of truth the enjoyment of it.

¢ Fifthly. A judicious friend should recom-
mend the books you read. The sages of an-
tiquity deemed a great book—a great evil.
Those who have appropriated their time, and
devoted their talents to the employ of in-
structing youth, have at different times enu-
merated the publications in our language,
which are more specifically designed to
strengthen and perfect the tender mind. The
diffusion of literature, the improvements in
the art of printing, and the honest love of

B0
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¢ fame, have deluged the public with literary
£ productions, Emerging from the darkness
““ and barbarism of the middle ages, few fami-
“ lies were in possession of more than one soli-
¢ tary volume, and a considerable time elapsed
¢ before this inconvenience was remedied. Far
‘“ different is the case in this enlightened age.
“ A great part of the tutor’s province is to cha-
* racterize the nature and tendency of the ma-~
“ nifold productions of the press. The volumes.
¢ that meet us in the walks of Theology, His-
¢ tory, Poetry, Criticism, and Moral Philoso-
¢ phy, afford scope to the guidance of an able
“and enlightened preceptor. To execute this
* task with judgment and ability, enlarges the:
understanding, refines the taste, and sublimates.
the affections. Regard, therefore, the quality
rather than the quantity of what you peruse.
It has been observed, were quantity alone the
“ estimate of improvement, subscribers to a
circulating library should be as wise as So-
“crates, and as accomplished as Julius Casar !

(23
(41
143
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¢ Sixthly. Persevere in a plan of study, once
* carefully laid down. Break not in upon its
‘“ confines,  pursue it with energy, and your
“ stores of knowledge will insensibly increase..
“ Perseverance is the parent of wonders, Such
““Is its influence, that it has been said, He who
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walks with vigour three hours a day, passes in
seven years a space equal to the circumference
of the globe. Without labour, nothing excel-
lent is given to the children of Adam. A love
of novelty, and a desultoriness of genius, are
inimical to sound improvement. The poets,
orators, and historians of former ages, were
enamoured of close study, and enured to in-
vestigation. Homer and Thycidides—Plato
and Aristotle—Livy and Cicero—Virgil and
Horace; together with Bacon, Milton, Locke,
and Newton, the four Pillars which are said
to support the monument of British genius—
were all severely studious, and adbered with
steadiness to the pursuit of knowledge. When
the Romans took Syracuse, Archimedes was so
deeply engaged solving a problem, that he was
ignorant of the enemy being in possession of
the town; and a soldier, not knowing who he
was, killed him, because he refused to follow
him. Though I recommend not an abstrac-
tion which endangers life, yet regular and in-
cessant application:is necessary to high literary
attainments. And refusing to tread in the
footsteps of your predecessor in literature,.
would it not be arrogance to imagine you ever
will arrive at their celebrity? An Eniperoronce
asked an ancient philosopher to instil into his
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mind the principles of astronomy, without his
undergoing the fatigue of study. The philoso-
pher honestly replied, There was no umperial
way to astronomy.

L Seventh]y—-—Cultivate a cheerfulness of dis-
position. Discontent and ill-nature are ene-
mies to the muses, therefore be willing to

‘ please, and easy to be pleased. Avoid dwel-

ling long on the dark side of human life. To
peruse writers who delight in exhibiting such
a representation, enfeebles the Spirit, sours
the temper, and beclouds the soul. To the
vices of mankind oppose their virtucs 5 and
with' the calamities to which we are ex-
posed, contrast the blessings we enjoy. A
writer who pourtrays only the dark side of
human life has been compared to- a painter
who collects in his piece objects of a black hue
only—who presents you with a black man, g
black horse, a black dog, &c. &c. and tells
you that his is a picture of nature, and that
nature is black. ’Tis true, you would reply,
the objects you exhibit do exist in nature, but
they form a very small part of her works. You
say that nature is black, and to prove it, you
have collected on your canvas all the aninals

of this hue that exist. Byt you have forgot
5
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“ to paint the green earth, the blue sky, the
¢ white man, and objects of all those various

“ hues with which creation abounds, and of

¢ which black is a very inconsiderable part.—

¢ This is a just illustration, and should be re-

¢ yolved in your mind when you are prone to

¢ melancholy dejection. The temperate enjoy-

“ ment of social pleasures also generates and

¢ promotes the chearful spirit I recommend,

“ whilst excessive application gives birth to

¢ strange consequences. One learned man sup-

¢ posed the Divine Being had deprived him of

‘¢ his rational soul, when at the time he wrote

a masterly treatise against infidelity, and ex-
¢ pressed this whim in his dedication of the vo-
¢ Jume to the Queen of Great Britain. Auoc-
ther learned gentleman, imagined the earth
was a living animal—the flux and reflux of the
sea, the effect of its respiration—men and
other creatures, insects which feed upon it—
bushes and trees, the bristles on his back, and
the water of seas and rivers, a liquid which
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circulated in his veins. To prevent these ef-
fects, and others equally romantic, form to
yourself a circle of friends, who, mingling to-

4
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‘¢ gether instruction and amusement, happily re-

(4
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lieve the toil of the closet. Nor by any means
shun the company of good-tempered and vir-

-

¢
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* tuous females. Over the student’s mind their-
“ manners shed a felicitating influence. The ele-
“ gant endearments of female friendship soften
“ the heart—meliorate the disposition—annihi-
“late eccentricities, and produce on the whole
“of life the most amiable effects. Nor can
“1t excite wonder; for it is congenial to the
* heart of man to be affected by female excel-
¢ lence,

“ La.stly-—Accompany exertions for the attain-
“ ment of knowledge, and endeavours to arrive
*“ at eminence, with prayer to the Fatugr of.
“SeiriTs, for his coneurrence and blessing.
“To the mind he has access, and to those who

¢ ask sincerely he vouchsafes the promised: assis--

“ tance. Be your thoughts, words, ard actions,.
“tinctured with humility, modesty, and can-

dour. To the appearance of youth, the garb

(44
113

“of humility adds. comeliness; and on the

¢ youthful countenance the blush of modesty
4

~

is doubly graceful. Dogmatism in youth is
“ intolerable; and illiberality indicates a weak
““bead or. a bad heart. Above all, avoid scep--
“ ticism and leviry., They are unatmiable at every
“ period of  hfe, much more at your tender
‘““years;. when not hardened in the ways of

“ vice, you are in a high degree susceptible of



STUDENT'S DREAM, 17

“ devout emotions towards the Author of your
¢ being.

“ The cHRISTIAN RELIGION originates in
‘ love, and is worthy of your first regard. With
‘1its excellence, as taught in the scriptures,
‘ thoroughly acquaint yourself. Then will your
¢ faith remain unshaken by the abuse of Bolin-
‘ broke—the sneer of Voltaire—the subtility of
“ Hume, or by any of the oblique and invidious
¢ arts employed by the adversaries of revelation,
* to undermine its truth, or lessen its impor-
“ tance. Perplex not your mind with the dis-
# tortions of metaphysical creeds—the absurdi-
¢ ties of corrupted formularies — the encum-
¢ brances of superstition—and the unmeaning
¢ sallies of enthusiasm. You are only required
“ to believe and practice the Christianity laid
“ down in the New Testameut. This alone,
“ without human additions, rectifies the disor-
¢ ders of our nature, and subserves the purposes
¢ of godliness. Whatever difficulties attend its
¢ sublime doctrines (for difficulties attend every

¢ thing here below) we must admire its practical
¢

o

tendency—correcting the irregularities of our
¢ lives—giving birth to our dearest hopes—and
% vigour to our aspirations after an happy im-
‘“ mortality. Hence a dying nobleman, of emi=
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“ nent talents, wrote thus to his son :(—¢ Reli-
¢ gion will instruct you how to act usefully and
“ happily in this present scene—to leave it with
¢ composure, and be associated, in a future and
¢ better state, to the best moralists and philoso-
¢ phers that ever lived, to the wisest men, and
¢ greatest benefactors of mankind—to confessors
‘ and martyrs for truth and righteousness—to
¢ prophets and apostles—to cherubim and sera-
¢ phim—to JEsus, the mediator of the new co-
‘ venant; and to Gop, the judge of all, who is
¢ before all, above all, and in us all ’

“ Ilee then the petulance of- infidelity—the
“ thoughtlessness of dissipation, and the impu-
““ dence of conscious but unrelenting guilt, Stem
‘ the torrent of vice. Dread the tyranny of pas-
“sion. Court the sobriety of wisdom. Rank
“ not amongst those of whom it has been said,
“ They make provision for this life, as though it
“ were never to have an end; and for the other
‘life, as though it were never to have a begin-
“ ning.  Whatever is the occupation of human
“ life, act asa MAN and as a CHRISTIAN. En-
*“ tering the Church—unite example with pre-
“ cept, for the suppression of immorality ; and
“ discharge with apostolic zeal the duties of the
* pastoral office. Engagirgin the Law—lift up
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“ your voice against injustice, and vindicate the
“ cause of the oppressed. Applying to Physic—
¢ by the skill of prescription, and the aid of sym-

“ pathy, banish from the sufferer’s chamber pale
4

-~

and desponding sickness. If a merchant—
£

-

promote honestly and vigorously the interests
¢ of commerce, and the conveniences of trade.

“ Thus in the sphere you move, you prove a
<

-~

friend to individuals—a blessing to society—
“ and an ornament to human nature. This con-
duct, in the mean time, pours into your pa-
“ rents’ hearts streams of joy. For if parents
be delighted with the smiles of infancy—the

¢ prattlings of innocent childhced —the dawn and
¢

4
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$
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improvement of reason in aspiring youth—how

¢ will their bosoms swell with satisfaction, when

-

[4

~

they behold these same children treading the
¢ stage of life with honour and applause; and

¢ exerting themselves strenuously to augment the
H

-

stock of public felicity

¢« Max, like the generous vine, supported lives,

¢ The strength he gains is from th® embrace he gives ;
¢ On their own axis as the planets run,

¢ Yet make at once their circle round the sun :

« So two consistent motions act the soul,

¢ And one regards itself, and one the whole !””

Here 1 thought my VENERABLE INSTRUC=
ToR rose from his chair, presented me with the
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scroll on which the regulations. were written,
and requested my acceptance of it. “ Youwa
FRIEND,” said he, in solemn accents, which
still vibrate on my ear, “ Whatsoever thy hand
“ findeth to do, DO IT WITH THY MIGHT—for
¢ there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
“ wisdom in the grave, whither thou goest.” The
tear started into my eye, and my soul was borne
down with the weight of the admonition. The
Old Gentleman paused—hbowed—and was about
to retire. In the transports of gratitude I caught
bis hand—thanked him for the instructions, and
assured him they should not be unregarded, I
then begged him to continue with me a fow mos
ments longer; and struggling to detain him, I
AWOKE, and lo! it was a DREAM.
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AN

EXTRACT

From

MASON’S ELEGY

TO A YOUNG NOBLEMAN LEAVING THE
UNIVERSITY.

Ere yet, ingenuous Yours, thy steps retire

From Cam’s smooth margin, and the peaceful vale,
Where science call’d thee to her studious quire,

And met thee musing in her cloisters pale ;

O let thy friend (and may he boast the name !)
Breathe from his artless reed one parting lay ;
A lay like this thy early virtues claim,
And this let voluntary friendship pay.

Yet know, the time arrives, the dang’rous time,
Whep all those virtues op’ning now so fair,
Transplanted to the world’s tempestuous clime,
Must learn each passion’s boist’rous breath to bear.

There, if ambition, pestilent and pale,
Or luxury, should taint their vernal glow ;
If cold self-interest, with her chilling gale,
Should blast the unfolding blossoms ere they blow;

6
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If mimic hues, by art or fashion spread,
Their genuine simple colouring should supply ;
O may with them these laureat honours fade,
And with them (if it can) my friendship die !

Go then, my friend, nor let thy candid breast
Condemn me, if T check the plausive string :
Go to the wayward world ; complete the rest ;
Be what the purest muse would wish to sing.

Be still thyself: that open path of truth,

Which led thee here, let manhood firm pursue ;
Retain the sweet simplicity of youth,
And all thy virtue dictates-—parE 1o Do !

So round thy brow when age’s honours spread,

When death’s cold hand unstrings thy Mason’s lyre,
When the green turf lies lightly on his head,

Thy worth shall some superior bard inspire.

HE, to the amplest bounds of time’s domain
On rapture’s plume shall give thy name to fly ;
For trust, with rev’rence trust, this Sabine strain,
The muse forbids—rng VIRTUOUS MAN T0 DIE |
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OF

FEMALE EXCELLENCE.

Les femmes y sont belles et agreeables; mais simples,
modestes, et laborieuses. Elles charment moins par leurs
beaute que par leurs vertu. FENELON,

BEAUTY in vain her sparkling eyes may roll :
Charms strike the sight—but merit wins the soul.
POPE.

Say, MAN—what more delights thee than the FAIR?

We rule the noisy world—but they rule us;

Then teach them how to guide, and hold the rein with
judgment.

Their applause may once again restore the quiet reign of
virtue,

Love, and peace, and yet bring back the blush of folly.

And the shame of vice.

VILLAGE CURATE.
S e~
IN the month of May, when nature puts on her
gayest robes, I passed a few weeks at a friend’s
country-house. As its distance from town was
inconsiderable, T walked thither, and sauntering
C
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along amused myself with the picturesque scenes
presented to my view. Quitting the confined me-
tropolis, I with agile foot tripped over the dewy
mead, and my heart thrilled with the liveliest
sensations of joy:

“ Nor palace, theatre, nor proud exchange,
¢ Here lift their heads, but fir-trees, beech and pine,
“ O’er verdant valleys, and on pleasant hills,
¢ Lift np the thoughtful mind from earth to heaven!”

My friend had relinquished the engagements
of commercial life, and wished the residue of his
days to steal away amid the sweets of pastoral
rusticity. His villa was remarked for neat sim-
plicity. The garden was portioned out with taste,
and the statues and obelisks caught the eye at
each opening avenue, and produced a fine effect
on the spectator’s imagination, From the center
of this inclosure rose an elevated mound of earth.
Its form reminded me of the tapering cone. The
summit affords a diversified prospect of the sur-
rounding country. Upon the side of the hilloc
was a cave similar to Trophonius’s of old, but
decorated by a fanciful arrangement of curiosi-
ties, taken from the fossile and vegetable king-
doms. A groupe of trees concealed the en-
trance into this hermitage; and its interior in-

1
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spired the frequenter with the soothing melan-
choly of solitude.

The proprietor of this little spot was blessed
with two amiable daughters., To perceive the

young ladies vying with each other in expressions

of filial affection, smoothing the brow of declin-
ing years, and diminishing the burden accumu-
lated by the decrepitude of age, might gratify
the benevolence of an angel. To ¢heir lot had
fallen no uncommon share of that frail article
beauty; but their tempers were mild—their dis-
positions sweet—and their minds improved by a
suitable education., When at leisure, we ram-
bled through the garden, or diverted ourselves
with the music of the harpsichord ; for.the elder
sister played with superior skill on that delicate
instrument.  Every morning we hailed the rising
sun, and our spirits were exhilirated by contem-
plating the beauties of nature. The cuckoo en-
tertained us with his reiterated note, “expressive
of spring’s return; and our ears were ravished
with the carolling of birds warbling their spright-
liest strains.

The song of joy, and the laugh of mirth, were
heard among us, and in innocent conviviality
glided away the appropriated time of visiting.

c 2
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The period of departure surprised me by its-
sudden arrival, and I bade the happy family
adieu, not without the tenderest sentiments of
regret. ‘ '

Returning homewards, the amiable sisters re-
curred to my mind, and their private and social
virtues pressed forcibly on my:heart. Fatigued
near the end of my journey, I threw myself on a
bank, over whose verdant surface lay scattered
the primrose and the violet intermingled with
other sweet-smelling flowers, whose odoriferous
fragrance deliciously regaled the senses. The
evening was calm and serene, the declining sun
sinking below the western horizon, and the sky
lightly tinged with the luxuriancy of variegated
colours. Hushed and silent were all things
around me—

“ Save where the beetle wheel’d his droning flight,
¢ And drowsy tinklings lull’d the distant folds!”

Thus situated, I indulged a meditative humour,
and leaning pensively on my arm, I exclaimed,
In a faint tone of voice — Who can estimate fe- :
“ male worth ? who can be indifferent to the charms
“ of female excellence?” Uttering this soliloquy,
I fell into a deep slumber, and the following -
imaginary train of circumstances rose to view.
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Before me I beheld an extended plain.  Upon
this plain stood a stately throne, of curious work-
manship. Before the throne was gathered toge-
ther a large concourse of females. The whiteness
of their garments rivalled the new-fallen snow,
and thelr spirited countenances betokened an an-
xiety, derived from the eagerness of curiosity.
Numerous were the spectators of this extraordi-
nary scene. When I enquired who the individu-
als were, that composed the assembly, and why
met together, it was replied—*¢ Upon yonder
‘ plain, sir, are assembled the FaI1RrR sEx, from
“the middle and higher walks of life. The
¢ throne 1s to be filled by the oDDESS 0¥ FE-
“ MALE EXCELLENCE. We wait her descent.
« She will address her youthful auditors, and
“ furnish them with directions for the regulation
‘¢ of their future lives,”

A secret satisfaction stole across my soul, in
being present on the interesting occasion. But
scarcely was the information communicated, when
the acclamations of the multitude announced the
appearance of the Goddess! Rapid and magnifi-
cent was her descent from the sky. Her presence

flung a vivid effulgence over every adjacent ob-.

ject. Tall and graceful was her person; simple,
yet elegant, her habiliments; in her countenance
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was blended the bloom of youth, with the sedate-
ness of maturer years—

“ Grace wasin all her steps—Heaven in her eye;
“ In every gesture, dignity and love !’

The celestial visitant seated herself upon the
throne. A silence, not unlike the universal still-
ness of a summer’s noon, pervaded the assembly.
Every eye fixed itself on the goddess. Every
bosom glowed with fervid expectation. She arose
with a majestic air, and thus addressed the atten-
tive audience—

“DavenTERrs of men! thisday ye are assem-
“ bled for an important purpose, 1 shall com-
“ municate sentiments, with which you should be
“ ntimately acquainted. I have your dearest in-
“ terests at heart. I breathe the warmest wishes
¢ for your present and future felicity.

¢ The Creator, in the plenitude of his benevo-
“lence, made woMAN an help-mate to mavw,
“ You are, therefore, possessed-of a similar form,
“ endowed with an intelligent soul, and furnished
““ with passions and dispositions necessary to ac-
* complish the purposes of your existence. Upon
“most of your sex nature bestows the graceful
¢ form—the well-proportioned feature—the en-
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¢ gaging mein—and the delicate complexion.
‘ These exterior charms, however fascinating,
¢ and though many plume themselves upon
¢ them, are of little worth, unaccompanied with
“ the more permanent accomplishments of the
¢ mind. To these I call .your attention. May
¢ their enumeration kindle a spirit of emulation !
“ For nobler ends were you designed, than to
“ flutter about like gaudy and insignificant in- -
¢ sects, enamoured of outward show. You are
“ capable of elevated attainments. Seek them
“ with assiduity. Cultivate them with enthu-
“ siasm.

“ Attend carefully to the improvement of the
“ mind. - This is of primary importance. I do
‘ not mean you should be versed in the profound
¢ parts of literature. I do not require you to be
¢ skilful linguists, acute philosophers, or expert
“ mathematicians. ~The abstruse ‘sciences are
“ unconnected with domestic life. But, why not
¢ rendered companions for the more discerning
¢ of the other sex? = From the too common neg-
¢ lect of intellectual accomplishments flows the
“ false and illiberal suggestion, that your under-
“ standing is weak, and therefore incapable of
¢ any considerable culture. But are not the dis-
“ tinguished female writers numerous? Do they

C 4
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* not rank high in the annals of literary fame ?
“ It may be granted, your minds are formed for
“ relishing works of imagination, rather than for
“ commenting on the productions of a Newton,
¢ This concession implies only, that the delicacy
* of your frame, joined to exquisite sensibility,
““ mark you out for the cultivation of one branch
** of knowledge, in preference to another. The
*“ wisdom of Providence is conspicuous in the ap-
* pointment. You are the better capacitated for
‘“ the less active, though not less useful sphere,
*“ I which you move, By reading and medita-~

-~

*‘ tion improve the faculties of the mind. Bio-
¢ graphy, Voyages, Travels, and Poetry, select-
*“ ed with judgment, repay amply the time con-
*sumed upon them. Romances peruse with
* caution. Most of them inflame the Juvenile
‘“ Imagination, irritate the fancy, and exhibiting
¢ fallacious views of life, cruelly torture the fe-
“ male heart. The instructive page, both of sa-
* cred and profane history, should ever lie open
“ before you. The rise, progress, and fall of
““ kingdoms, and of individuals, teach admirable
* lessous, and pour upon you that knowledge of
“ human nature, of which none should be desti-
“ tute, who pretend to any degree of refinement.
¢ Geography and Chronology, the favourite hand-
* maids of History, enable you to perceive the
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“ beauty and propriety of the historic tale. As-
“ tronomy is worthy attention. The perspicuity
¢ with which its first principles are laid down,
¢ facilitates their attainment. Delightful is it, to
““ trace the signatures of wisdom and goodness
¢ every where impressed on creation, and to know
‘ something of the general laws by which your
‘ days and your nights, your summers and your
“ winters, roll round with such astonishing regu-
‘larity. .= Nor be unconversant with periodical
“ Essays. They prove an inexhaustible fund of
‘“ rational entertainment and instruction. Music,
“ Painting, and occasional Visits, may occupy
“ vacant hours. The informed mind hath been
“ likened to a piece of polished marble, which
¢ exhibits to the eye, in all their perfection, those
¢ beautiful spots and veins, which, on its ruder
“ surface, but faintly appeared. r

¢ The cultivation of a good temper merits par-
¢“ticular attention. It inclines you to be satis-
“ fied with the lot assigned by Providence, to
“ forgive the injuries of enemies, and to be un-
¢ offended with the foibles of friends. - It is the
¢ basis of human bliss. The infirmities of man-
¢ kind call for its perpetual exercise. With the
“ wisdom of the serpent, mingle the gentleness
‘ of the dove. And may the genius-of discord

cd
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““ never hover over your habitations! Is not
“ domestic felicity, of sublunary enjoyments the
 most dear, marred by the obliquities of an irri-
“ table temper ? '

* To the nicer sensibilities of the heart be not
‘ Inattentive. Graceful is the garb of humanity.
“ Generous is the heart, dilated by the milk of
¢ human kindness. To melt at another’s woe,
“ and to commiserate the unfortunate, are con-
¢ genial to the female mind. Unsusceptible of
¢ humane sensations, a shade is flung over your
“ best qualities. To raise the dejected—to ad-
“ minister the cup of cold water—and to visit the
‘¢ fatherless and the widow, are your almost ex-
“ clusive province. Sympathy avails, when boast-
““ ed medicine proves inefficacious. Withold not
#‘ what is in the power of all to give. Spare no
¢ exertion to alleviate human woe,

¢ In your friendships be firm—in your attach-
“ ments be decidedly fixed. Coquettish frivolity
“ disgraces those who dare indulge it. Give no
“ room for the imputation, Having just reason
“ to think favourably of an individual, let not
*“ 1dle report, sordid Interest, or volatile caprice,
““ enfeeble your predilection, = Believe not all
“ you hear. The hreath of calumny sullies the
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¢ most uncontaminated reputation. Rashly dis-
¢ approve of none. The human character is
¢ complicated, and latent are the excellencies
“ of many. Long acquaintance and close scru-
“ tiny bring them fully to view. The fickle
¢ mind, like the restless ocean, is a stranger to
¢ tranquility and peace.

“ Let modesty preside over every depart-
“ ment of conduct. The reign of modesty, is
*¢ the reign of simplicity and innocence. She is
‘“ the queen of virtues. She is the patroness
“ of every thing excellent and praise-worthy.
“ With incredible charms she- decorates female
* beauty. Divested of her enchanting influence,
¢ the sweetest complexion is unattractive, and
“ the finest features have but a slender power to
¢ engage. Modesty is a thin transparent veil,
¢ which shews with superior lustre the graces it
¢ would seem to cover, as a new-blown rose is
“ more beautiful, when its leaves are a ULttle
¢ folded, than when its glories are fully dis-
¢ played.

“ Be virtuous and religious, Ah! of what
¢ avail was the consummate beauty of Helen and
“ of Cleopatra, of Rosamond and of Shore?
“ Un-enaimelled by the excellence of moral

c6
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“ goodness, it entangled them in fatal snares,
“ and pierced them through with Many Sorrows.
“ But virtue alone, though valuable, is insuffi-
“ cient. Devoid of religion, the female charac-
“ ter is incomplete. The goodly train of chari-
“ ties, unoriginating in a rational and fervent
‘ piety, are precariously founded. Mere unas-
“ sisted virtue is of too delicate a texture, to suf-
“fer long the rude blasts of this inhospitable
¢ clime. It droops its head, and dies away,
¢¢ like the lily, nipped by the frozen gale. As
‘¢ religion confers upon virtue strength and per-
‘“ manency — believe firmly its truths, imbibe
‘its spirit, obey its precepts, imitate the ex-
‘ example of its immaculate Author, and aspire
 to the transcendent honours of a blissful im-
 mortality.

¢ Such are the prominent features of PEMA LT
“ EXCELLENCE—Dbut here, regard for your best
¢ interests forbids me to close. Is not even that
¢ flower-garden, the hue and fragrance of whose
‘ productions most powerfully hit the senses,
“ injured by the nauseous weed? To the female
¢ character also adhere blemishes, which tarnish
“ its beauty, and obscure its glory. Over these,
“ charity refuses to fling her veil. To specify
‘“them, is painful. - Excuse me. All I utter
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¢ is dictated by a concern for your truest wel-
“dare

“ Watch against the intrusion of pride, affec-
¢ tation and extravagance. Pride renders you
“ disgusting, affectation ridiculous, and extra-
“ vagance hateful. No esteem is conciliated by
‘ the hanghty look, the froward gate, or the
“ forbidding mien. Detraction indicates un-
‘“ amiableness of spirit, and is incompatible
‘¢ with the dignity of the sex. Never counten-
‘“ance the obsequious flatterer. His design is
“evil. His incense is pestilential. The gild=
‘“ ed, but empoisoned pill of adulation is ad-
¢ ministered with deplorable suecess. Thus,
¢¢ the 1nnocence and the reputation of the modest,
" “ but too credulous virgin, are sacrificed often
¢ at the shrine of unhallowed passion. But of
¢¢ all the infelicities of life, is not %is the greatest,
‘ who enlarges the catalogue of female woes ?

‘¢ Be not the votaries of preposterous fashion.
¢ This pernicious turn of mind generates embar-
‘ rassments, sorely felt, deeply regretted, yet
‘“ not easily obviated. To the manners of the
“ country where you reside, a temperate regard
“ is due, dictated by good sense and strict pro-
¢ priety. Repress the rage for popular amuse-
‘““ ments, which characterizes the present age.
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Do they not often encroach on the time claim-
ed by domestic affairs? Are they not-accom-
panied with enormous expence? Have they
not sometimes annihilated sobriety of mind,
and banished regularity of conduct, the lead-
ing excellencies of moral character ?

“ Upon the eye of the impassioned admirer,
the ray of female excellence plays with distin-
guished brilliancy.  Direct, into an useful
channel, whatever ascendancy you obtain. In
some cases your influence may be almost au-
thoritative, Eve abused it, when she plucked
the forbidden fruit, and gave it to Adam.
Helen abused it, when she occasioned the
Trojan war, which lasted ten long years; Cleo-
patra abused it when she accelerated the ruin
of Anthony, in the height and splendour of
his military career. Awed by these examples,

let your jurisdiction over the other sex be mild

and beneficial. Then, you humanize the fe-
rocious, disarm the evil-mindedness of pas-
sion, and check the folly of dissipated extra-
vagance,

“ In fine, you possess the momentous trust
of training up the rising generation. Under
your immediate inspection, the individuals of
the human race pass the important years of in-
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fancy and childhood; important, not indeed
in themselves, but on account of their con-
nection with subsequent life. ~When their me-
mories are retentive, and their minds docile,
teach them the inestimable lessons of wisdom,
virtue, and religion—

£ in your race
“ To rear your graces into second life,
« This be the female dignity and praise.

““ May uE, who in the beginning empowered
Woman to captivate, and gave Man the sus-
ceptibility of impression, guide you through
the mazes, and support you under the perplexi-
ties of this transitory existence ! To the grace-
ful form—the well-regulated feature—the en-
gaging mein—and the delicate complexion,
may there be added, the improved mind—the
mild disposition—and the obliging temper !
May you be distinguished for intelligence, mo-
desty, sensibility, virtue, and religion! May
every avenue to your heart be guarded against
the wiles of the insidious adulator, and the less
disguised insinuations of the vicious and un-
principled rake ! May the fond hopes of your
parents be realised ! May your partners in life
equal your wishes ! May your children rise up
to call you blessed !.-Quitting this troubled
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“ theatre, may you be admitted into the ABoDES
“or muiss, and clothed with the ROBES oF
“ IMMORTAL BEAUTY V/——

Here the coppEss ceased. The exultations
of the assembly roused me from my slumbers;
and the VISTIONARY scene vanished in the twink-
ling of an eye! Finding the evening far advan-
ced, and the dews of night fast falling, ‘T sprang
from the bank on which I had reclined, and has-

tened homewards, pleased with my RURAL EX-
CURSION,
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FIRE - SIDE.

BY DR. COTTON.

e R

/

DEAR Chloe, while the busy crowd,

The vain, the wealthy, and the proud,
In Folly’s maze advance ;

Though singularity and pride

Be callP’d our choice, we’ll step aside,
Nor join the giddy dance,

From the gay world we’ll oft retire
To our own family and fire,

Where love our hours employs :
No noisy neighbours enter here,

No intermeddling stranger near
To spoil our heart-felt joys.

If solid happiness we prize,
Within our breast this jewel lies ;
And they are fools who roam :
The world has nothing to bestow,
From our own selves our joys must flow
Ard that dear hut our home,
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Of rest was Noah’s dove bereft,
When with impatient wing she left
The safe retreat the ark ;

Giving her vain excursion o’er,
The disappointed bird once more
Explor’d the sacred bark.

Though fools spurn Hymen’s gentle powers,
We, who improve his golden hours,
By sweet experience know,
That marriage, rightly understood,
Gives to the tender and the good
A paradise below.

Our babes shall richest comforts bring
If tutor’d right, they’ll prove a spring
Whence pleasures ever rise.
We'll form their minds, with studious care;
To all that's manly, good, and fair,
And train them for the skies.

While they our wisest hours engage,
They’ll joy our youth, support our age,
And crown our hoary hairs ;
They’ll grow in virtue every day,
And thus our fondest loves repay,
And recompense our cares.

No borrow’d Jjoys ! they are all our own,
While to the world we live unknown,
Or by the world forgot.
Monarchs ! we envy not your state,
We look with pity on the great,
And bless our humbler lot.
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Our portion is not large indeed,

But then, how little do we need !
For Nature’s calls are few :

In this the art of living lies,

To want no more than may suffice,
And make that little do.

We’ll therefore relish with content
Whate’er kind Providence has sent,
Nor aim beyond our pow’r ;
For if our stock be very small,
’Tis prudence to enjoy it all,
Nor lose the present hour.

To be resign’d, whenills betide,
Patient, when favours are deny’d,
And pleased with favours giv'n,
Dear Chloe, this is wisdom’s part,
This is that incense of the heart
Whose fragrance smells to heav’n.

We’ll ask no long protracted treat

(Since winter life is seldom sweet) ;
But when our feastis o’er,

Grateful from table we’ll arise,

Nor grudge our sons with envious eyes,
The relics of our store.

Thus hand in hand through life we’ll go,
Its chequer’d paths of joy aiud woe

With cautious steps we’ll tread ;
Quit its vain scenes without a tear,
Without a trouble or a fear,

And mingle with the dead :

43
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While conscience, like a faithful friend,
Shall through the gloomy vale attend,
And cheer our dying breath :
Shall, when all other comforts cease,
Like a kind angel whisper peace,
And smooth the bed of death. *

* The young reader may like to be informed that Dr,
Cotton was a medical gentleman of eminence at St. Alban’s,
where he died many years ago, highly beloved and respec-
ted. Mr. Mason, the author of the Elegy affixed to the
Student’s Dream, was a worthy clergyman, who lived at
York, where he died, a few years since, at an advanged
age. By his English Garden, and other ingenious produc-
tions, his name holds a distinguished rank in the annals of
English poetry,
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THE

PAINTERS PANEGYRIST.

I admire,

None more admires, the Painter’s magic skill,
‘Who shews me that which I shall never see ;
Conveys a distant country into mine ;

And throws Italian light on British walls.

COWPER,

Blest be the pencil ! which from death can save

The semblance of the virtuous wise, and brave ;

That youth and emulation still may gaze

On those inspiring forms of ancient days,

And, from the force of bright example bold,

Rival their worth, ¢ and be what they behold.”
HAYLEY.

Animum pictura pascit inani.
VIRGIL.

He, with the unsubstantial picture feeds his mind.

e —

A FEW years ago I visited London, and re-
sided, during my stay, in a relative’s house..
A gentleman lived in the family, of whom I had
frequehtly heard, and for whose character,
though 1 had never seen him, I conceived an
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high esteem. I was introduced to him, on my
arrival in town, and experienced great pleasure
and satisfaction in his company. He was a soli-
tary widower, and spoke often of his wife and
children, in a strain characteristic of conjugal
and paternal tenderness.

A liberal education had enriched his under-
standing with the treasures of knowledge ; and
his manners were polished by an intimacy with
the polite world. Providence favoured him with
an income exceeding competency, and he dis-
tributed, among the industrious poor of the
neighbourhood, a certain quantity of food and
raiment, Every Sabbath saw him present at
divine worship ; and he paid strict regard to the
- doctrines and precepts of the Christian Religion.
The summer months were passed in the vicinity
of London, where he amused himself by survey-
ing the beauties of nature, and tracing the wis-
dom and goodness of the Creator, displayed in
the structure of this material system. In the
winter he returned to town, but gave little coun-
tenance to those public diversions, with which,
at that season of the year, the metropolis
abounds. Having an elegant library of favou-
rite authors, he beguiled the tediousness of a
winter’s-evening by the perusal of the instructive



PANEGYRIST, 49

volume. He likewise attended a select circle of
friends, who met once a week for mutual im-
provement.

One trait in this gentleman’s character, even
a stranger on a slight interview, might discover.
The love of PAINTING was his darling passion;
and its ascendancy over him sensibly affected his
conduct. It was not unlike Aaron’s rod, which
swallowed up those of the magicians. I have
observed him using many little innocent arts to
make the nature and utility of PaINTING the
leading topic of conversation. Whenever he suc-
ceeded, his countenance was illumined with
gleams of joy.

As T am sketching the outlines of this benevo-
lent character—justice requires me to observe,
that none were more disposed to patronize the
young and unassisted. Many were sheltered be-
neath his fostering wing, and his ears were ne-
ver shut to the lamentations of distressed merit.
He frequently expressed regret, that no institu-
tion was formed adequate to the relief of 1INDI-
GENT GENIUS. With what honest indignation
did I hear him recount the miseries of Dryden,
Otway, Savage, and Chatterton! One day in
particular, he pathetically described to me Chat-

D
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terton’s career ; and thus concluded the melan-
choly tale:

“ Ah! who can tell how hard itis to climb.
The steep where fame’s proud temple shines afar?
Ah! who can tell how many a soul sublime,
Has felt the influence of malignant star,
And wag’d with fortune ‘an eternal war ;
Check’d by the scoff of pride..by envy’s frown,
And poverty’s unconquerable bar ?
In life’s low vale remote has pin’d alone,
Then dropp’d into the grave unpitied and unknown !’*
BEATTIE.

During my residence in town, I told the
Connoisseur, that paintings gave me exquisite
pleasure, and that with the most agreeable
emotions I had surveyed the annual exhibition
at Somerset-House. He enquired instantly whe-
ther I practised myself, and expressed a wish
of seeing my juvenile productions.—¢ I feel,”
saild I, ¢ a predilection for the art—devote much
“of my time to the study of it, and with my
“ parents’ consent shall embrace that line of pro-
¢ fession.”

The information pleased him, and he again
repeated his desire of seeing some of my sketches.
I had but few with me, and those I put into his
hands. When be returned them, he with candour



PANEGYRIST. 31

observed—*‘ They possess considerable merit,
““.and though not void of blemishes, yet these
“ blemishes the improvement of your present
¢ good taste will effectually correct.”

The day previous to my departure from the
metropolis, just after breakfast, he took me
aside into his apartment. Having shut the door,
he furnished me with a seat, and thus address-
ed me:

 The choice of an employment, my friend,
“ involves your future felicity. Many desti~
¢ tute of an intelligent adviser, engage in occu-
‘ pations for which they are by no means fitted.
1 much approve of the choice you have al-
“ ready made. You are blessed with a genius
“for paINTING. Cherish that genius with se-
¢ dulous care. Tor want of the soul’s being
¢ moulded by the hand of nature for this noble
« art, how few of its ametecurs attain to eminence!
“ In rewarding merit the present age is not
‘ backward; and the reign of George the
¢ Third is distinguished for its attention to the
¢ fine arts. You will require the tuition of
¢ an accomplished master. Should your parents
¢ refuse to advance a competent premium, I
“ will afford every necessary aid. Nothing on
“my part shall be omitted, to ensure you cele-

D 2
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“ brity in your profession, and to render you an
¢ useful member of society. Be ambitious of
¢ rising above the common herd of mankind—
‘ of attracting the notice of a generous public
¢ —and of having your name transmitted with
“ honour to an impartial posterity :

¢ For who would sink in dull oblivion’s stream ?
¢ Who would not live in songs of distant days >’

WOLCOTT.

The Connoisseur (scarcely giving me time to
thank him for the generous proposal) now took
up his golden-headed cane, which lay across
the table, and pointing to the several parts of
the room, described the ornaments with which
it was decorated. On the mantle-piece, stood
the busts of Rarrazr, TITIAN, and Guipo.
Having mentioned the persons they represented,
he specified the place of their birth—the times
in which they flourished—and the chef d’ouvres
which had immortalized their names. On this
last topic, he eloquently expatiated. He not
only extolled those masters of the pencil, but
reprobating the critics, who had asserted their
famous pieces to be defective—he almost aver-
red they were faultless. -Demosthenes declaimed
not more vehemently against the ambition of the
Macedonian monarch than this good man did,
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at (what he termed) the insolence of criticism
The Encomiast then pointed to a single bust,
which graced an elegant pedestal elevated a foot
above the rest. ¢ This,” says he, ‘s the bust
of Sir Josnua Reyworps.” He favoured
me with a brief account of that eminent artist;:
and wound up the whole with an apostrophe in

his praise.

We next surveyed the different pictures with.
which the apartment was embellished. They
were so numerous, as to occupy almost the
whole wainscot ; and so arranged, as to have a
peculiar effect on the beholder’s imagination when.
he first entered the room. To whatever part the
" eye glanced, you perceived a group of portraits
landscapes, or historic pieces. On each of these
the Panegyrist descanted. ‘¢ See,” exclaimed
he, with a glow on his visage, and a sprightli-
ness in his eye, ¢ how boldly are they sketched !
« —how vivid the colours!—how delicate the

¢ finishing !

I was, however, astonished that one picture
passed unnoticed, which struck me, beyond any
of the rest, and seemed full as worthy of praise
as those upon which he had bestowed his enco-
miums, . [t represented a young woman, about.

D.3
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thirty years of age, seated in an elbow chair.
Graceful was her appearance, neat her attire,
sprightly and intelligent her countenance. Her
features were engaging. I think I never beheld
a face so thoroughly expressive of female loveli
ness. 'The mement I saw her, she reminded me
of the beauteous rose in all its glory. In her
arms she held a sweet infant, on whom she
smiled with maternal fondness; and on her knee
leaned a lovely boy, apparently near four or
five years old. The little boy was drawn in_ the
attitude of looking up inte his mother’s face with
an interesting earnestness, and his innocent fea-
tures glowed with the warmth of filial affection.
I interrupted the Connoisseur, by begging him to
explain this delightful picture, and assign his
reason for passing it over in silence. I immedi-
ately perceived the question agitated his mind,
and his eyes were suffused with tears.  “ Alas !”
sald he, in a faultering voice, * it is the dear
“ wife of my youth, and two sweet children—
“ now—no—more!” The three last words were
scarcely articulated. He sat down, and wept
bitterly. That they were to him no more, wrung
his tender heart. I approached him, and taking
" by the hand, said, « My dear sir, abandon not.
““ yourself to grief. These misfortunes are inci-
¢ dent to frail mortality, Our best tears are due.
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“ to departed worth, and may be shed frequently
« o’er the tomb of the deceased. Sorrow not,
¢ ag those who are without hope. Though to you
¢ they return not, yet the Christian religion as-
¢ gsures you, that you shall again meet each
¢ other, never more to be separated.” These con-~
solatory hints, though imperfect, proved a cor-
dial to revive his spirit. He gradually recover-
ed. Wishing not to open wounds, which seem-
ed far from being closed by the lenient hand of
time, I enquired no further into particulars.—
Poor man! [ was not surprised at thy amiable
sensibility :—

se————— Busy meddling memory

¢ In barbarous succession mustered up

¢ The past endearments of thy softer hours,
« Tenacious of its theme.” -

BLAIR,.

My friend having thus surveyed his apartment;
rose, and went to his bureau. He brought me a
ParERr, folded like a letter, and carefully seal-
ed. ¢ To-morrow,” said he,. “ you leave us.
¢ This manuscript contains one of my juvenile
“ essays, and was read in a soclety where each
¢« member in his turn produced an essay on some
¢ favourite theme. Accept.it,. as a token of.my.

D 4
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“ affection for you; and when arrived in the
* country, peruse candidly its contents.”

As 1 was thanking him for his kindness, the
dinner-bell rang, and released us from our tem-
porary, though not unpleasing, confinement. The
next day I bade him a final adieu. Stepping into
the carriage, I heard somebody calling me by
name, and turning round, I observed the G-
NEROUS CONNOISSEUR at his window. As the
earriage drove off, he waved gently his hand ;
and I distinctly heard him say, *“ Iarewel, young
* friend—God bless you !” ;

In the évening I reached' my father’s house,

-and partook of the dear charities of social life.

Being the summer time, 1 the ensuing day rose

with the dawn; and, that 1 might examine the

paper put into my possession, I retired to a
neighbouring bower: It was a lovely morning,
and the objects around me inspired me with de-
light. Escaped from the tumultuous bustle of a
city life, [ marked the beauties of creation with ad-
ditional pleasure. The sun, in the empurpled east
was emerging from beneath the horizon; and his
rays, trembling through the fleecy clouds, glad-
dened the face of nature. The birds on the
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branches, hopping from spray to spray, were sa-
luting the return of day. The golden grain,
waved by the gentle pressure of the gale ; whilst
the playful cattle, and the sportive lambkins,.
heightened the gaiety of the landscape. Nature
throughout seemed revived; and the creation, as-
in gratitude to its beneficent Author, was offer-
ing up its incense to the great Father of all!
Images of benevolence crouded on my delighted
imagination; and, flinging my eye around, L
with rapture exclaimed,

“ Hail to thy living light,

¢ Ambrosial Morn ! all hail thy roseatelay !

« That living ray, whose power benign

<« Unfolds the scene of glory to my eye, -

<« Where thron’d, in artless majesty,

“The cherub Beauty sits on Nature’s rustic shrine.”
MASON;

The sequestered bower, towards which I was-
tending with hasty step, lay at the foot of an ad-
jacent hill. Near it ran a rivulet, whose watera®
were clear as crystal; and whose purling stream
inviting to repose, sweetened the tranquillity of
solitude. Thither I often withdrew for the indul-
gence of meditation,

D5
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- I'soon gained the hallowed spot. Around the
bower the wild honeysuckle and the fragant jes-
samine, with many spontaneous productions of
nature, wound themselves in graceful evolutions.
Their thick foliage, admitting only the glimmer-
Ing rays of the sun, chased away the glare of open
day, and the light fell on my eye with a softened
effulgence. Seating myself down, I drew from my
pocket the benevolent PANEGYRIST’S juvenile
essay. Having broken the seal, and unfolded
the manuscript, I with avidity proceeded to ex~
amine the contents, and read as follows :——-—
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ON THE

UTILITY OF PAINTING.

The parnTER dead, yet still he charms the eye,
While England lives, his fame can never die !
G ARRICK,

Music, PoeTrY, and PAINTING, are held
in estimation by those who make pretensions to an
improved mind, and a refined taste. This esteem
is founded on the gratification they afford, and
on the purposes to which they are appropriated.
To analyse the merits of these sister arts, and to
estimate their comparative empire over the hu-
man mind, is not my present intention. I con-
fine myself solely. to the nature and effects of
PAINTING, and shall enumerate a few of the
valuable ends it is adapted to answer.

Simple and expressive are the means employ-
ed by the PAINTER, to gratify the imagination,
and to agitate the soul. Their simplicity arises
from their address to the eye.. Their expressive-
ness flows from the use of natural signs, intelli-
gible to the meanest and most illiterate spectator:
PainTiNG, therefore bas been termed poetry
and eloquence in mechanism. . The artist brings
nature to view-—exhibits the object before your
eyes—and bids the feelings move by the sensible

D 0
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representation of his pencil. Hence the antients
extol this imitative art. Paintings, says Aristo-
tle, are as capable of making the vicious reflect
within themselves, as the finest precepts of mo-
rality. The eye, Horace observes, is a faithful
servant to the heart. And Quintillian declares a
picture to be a silent and uniform address, pene-
trating so deeply into our affections, that it
seems to exceed the powers of eloquence. The
walls of Claudius Pulcher’s theatre had delineat-
ed upon them a roof covered with tiles, and be-
ing finished in a masterly manner, the rooks,
birds of no small sagacity, imagined itreal, and
attempted often to alight upon it. By steps also,
n a perspective of Dante’s, a dog, violently pur-
sued, was so deceived, that, expecting to find a
free passage, he made up to them in full speed,
and dashed out his brains. Have you not heard
of the shipwrecked Romans, who, to excite
charity, had their misfortunes delineated on ta-
blets? If in such cases Painting generates forci-
ble emotions, who can remain unmoved by the
masterly design of a Raphael—the luxurious tints
of a Titian—and the graceful simplicity of a
Guido ?

The pfoductions of the pencil may be distrie

buted into Historic Pieces—Landscapes—Carica~
tures—and Portraits,
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First. Historic Preces. History furnishes
the artist with ample scope for the exercise of his
genius, and he selects the subjects best adapted
for his purpose. The deeds, which signalise in-
dividuals and nations, are recorded in the his-
toric page, for the admiration of succeeding ge=~
nerations. Flagrant violations of justice also,
are there held forward, stigmatised with deserved
infamy. The historian’s narrative impresses the
reader with the excellence of virtue, and the de-
formity of vice. Ina similar manner, the PAIN-
rER fixes on some striking story, and exerts his
art in its embellishment. By the expression
thrown into the countenance, and by the atti-
tudes of the principal figures—adorned with
beauty, grace, and dignity; or shaded with de-
formity and horror—he conveys an idea of their
respective characters. And according to the na-
ture of the character, is the kind of emotion ex~
cited in the contemplator’s breast.

¢« The human mind can with difficulty conceive
¢ any thing more exalted than the Last Judg-
¢« ment,” of Michael Angelo;” and the Transfi-
“ guration,” of Raphael. What can be more
¢ animated than Raphael’s ¢ Paul preaching at
¢ Athens? What more tender and delicate than
« Mary holding the child Jesus in his famous
“ Holy Family?” What more graceful than the
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“ Aurora of Guido?” What more deeply miov--
“Ing than ¢ the Massacre of the Innocents,” by
“ Le Brun ?” ,

In sacred history, the Crucifixion, Resurrec-
tion, and Ascension of the Messiah, afford the
amplest range to the genius of the artist. Rubens
immortalized himself by the representation of
that melancholy and interesting scene the Cruci-
fixion. The Cartoons of Raphael are well known,
and their merit justly appreciated. The delinea-
tion of the remarkable facis in holy writ might
prove extremely useful to mankind. The at(en-
tion of the multitude would be excited—their
curiosity awakened—and it might induce them to
peruse the sacred narrative. By a method of
this-kind, the celebrated Doddridge, even in early
childhood, became acquainted with the inspired
history, and always retained a foicible remems-
brance of it. From the exhibition of facts, in
profane history, also, valuable lessons may be
derived. Nor are the least of these usefy] facts, .
the interview of Alexander and his physician—
¢he parting of Hector and Andromache—the re-
turn of Regulus to Carthage— the- tragical death
of Socrates—and the dragging of Hector’s body
around the walls of Troy! The emotions raised
by these, and other such representations, are
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powerful, and may be made to operate in the
support of virtue, and for the extirpation of vice.:
Did not Alexander, the conqueror of the world,
tremble and grow pale, when he contemplated
the picture of the unfortunate Palamides? Did
not Portia, who with equanimity bade farewell
to Brutus, burst into tears, when, a few hours
after, she beheld the final interview of Hector
and Andromache? From these painful scenes, I

turn to those of an enlivening cast. Let me,

Secondly. Survey the PICTURESQUE LAND-
scape. IHere we meet with a variety, the limits
of which are not ascertainable. With pleasure
we behold the varied appearances of nature,
Whether spring arrays herself in her splendid
robe; or snmmer scorches with her sultry heats:
or autumn pours forth her exhuberant stores ; or
winter sends us to our habitations—still are we
admirers of nature, and disposed—

¢ To mark the mighty hand,

« That, ever busy, wheels the silent spheres ;

« Works in the secret deep, shoots steaming thence
# The fair profusion that o’erspreads the spring;
« Flings from the sun direct the flaming day;

« Feeds every creature : hurls the tempest forth;
¢ And, as on earth this grateful change revolves,

¢ With transport touches all the springs of life.”

THOMSON.
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To realize these checquered and romantic
scenes, is the province of the Landscape Painter,
Hence Painting is the region of enchantment.
The pencil is a magic wand. It calls up to view
extensive and variegated scenery. Perceive you
not delineated, on yonder canvas, the cliffi—the
precipice—the rock—the heath—the mountain—
the ocean, and the spacious firmament ?  When
these sublime objects fatigue your eye, mark
those of a beautiful kind. See you not, on yon
other canvas, the mead—the forest—the playful
herd, and the frisking lambkins? See you not
the plodding husbandman—the ruddy milkmaid,
and think you almost hear the whistling plough-
boy? Nay, the lake and the river—the city and
the desert—the palace—the temple, and the cot-
tage, all may be delineated on canvas, in a man-
ner adapted to charm the eye, to feast the senses,
to ravish and delight the soul!

Thirdly. The CArIcATURE next claims our
attention. Over the human mind, wit, humour,
and ridicule,' maintain authoritative influence,
The ludicrous images which flit before the fancy,
aided by eccentric combinations, awaken the ri-
sible powers, and throw the soul into tumults of
laughter. Who can refrain from experiencing
such emotions, when he beholds g representation

1
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of Don Quixote and Sancho Pancho—Hudibras
and his Ralpho—Merry old Falstaff—Gabbling
Mrs. Quickly, and other grotesque figures found
in the vast variety of human character? To lash
the vices, and expose the follies of mankind, 1s
the end of this species of painting. An object
worthy its attention! Like comedy, it may de-
generate, and become subservient to licentious-
ness and profligacy. Yet the sha<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>