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To MY YOUNG PUPILS • 

.lldj, dear Girls, 

YOUR Parents having 

intrufred me with the di­
rection of yo11r firft fiu­
dies, I thought it a duty 
incumbent on 111c, to dif:. 
charge it i11 a 111anner 

_ rhat might both infirut1 
and a1nufe you. Sucl1 

is the ~Plan of tl1e Con-
verfations which I l1ave 
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tran fl c=L ,: d, ::ir1d now de­
dica1.e to )1ou. 

That }()u may, one 
. day, in,.itate the virtues 

~ 

of the mother, and walk 
in the fieps of the daugh­
ter, is tl1e fincere wifh of, 

Ladies, 

Your affectionate friend, 

The TRANSLATOR • 

Lendon, Dt:c. 20, 
1786. 

., 



THE 

TRANSLATOR's PREFACE.· 

THE Converfations of Emily, 
by Madame la Com eife 
d' Epigny, a tranfl.ation * of 
which has been undertaken 
for the ufe of young ladies, do 
not form one of thofe fyflems 
of education offered to the 
examination of learned men 
and philofophers, though the 
book has received from both 
the moil flattering tefiimonies 
of approbation; the beft re­
ward an author can either ex­
pect or de:fire : they are the 
refult of a ten'der mother's 

• From the Paris Edition of 1784, 



viii P R E F A C E. 
obfervations, who gave up 
every other plea( ure for that 
of difcharging the mofi inter­
efiing of all duties, fuperin­
tending the education of a 
beloved daughter. As no­
thing efcaped her attention 
that could afFect the fuccefs 
of her cares, fhe f oon per­
ceived the infufficiency of the 
ufual means to attain the end 
fhe purpdfed. She clifcover­
ed in her young pupil an 
unconquerable averfion to 
thofe books which are con1-
n1onl y put into the hands of 
children, and. a peculiar in­
clination to converfe with a 
n1other w hon1 !be confider­
ed as a friend. This W3s 

a ray of intelligence which 



PREFACE. 
. 
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pointed out to the difcerning 

parent the path prefcribed 

by nature. She then threw 

afide f uch books, as fatigued 

without improving the un­
derfl:anding of her child, and 

compofed thefe converfations, 

-in which her daughter found 

the moft ufeful leffons, while 

£he only fought the gratifica­

tion of a curiofity natural to 

her age. 
Her learned friends (among 

w horn was J. J. Roujfeau) 
witne!fes of the fuccefs of her 

plan, engaged her to com­

mu nicate it to the Public. 

Every well-wiiher to youth 
was eager to poffefs a work 

fo ufeful both to t he infl:ruc­

tor and the pupil. The for-
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mer, after reading it, ceafed 
con1plaining of the want of 
proper books for children; 
and the latter, freed at length 
from the . irk.fame tafk of 
reading fuch as they did not 
underfl-and~ were infenfibly 
led to know ledge and virtue, 
by the paths of pleaf ure and 
a1nufement. 

A fimple fact or two will 
better prove the merit of this 
work, than any panegyric 
that can be made on it. 

In the year in which it was 
publifhed, a worthy citizen 
of Paris, zealous for the 
public good, depohted a furn 
of money with the French 
Academy, defl:ined as a re­
ward to that author, who, ia 
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the courfe of the year lhould 

produce the moft beneficial 
work to humanity. This 
learned fociety, according to 

the donor's intention, decided 

an1ong the competitors, and 

unanimoufly adjudged the 

prize to Madame d' Epigny, 
already 1ooked upon as the 

benefacl:refs of the rifing ge­
neration. 

The Emprefs of Rujjia, who 

knows how to reward merit, 

upon the reception of Madame 

d' Epigny's book, im1nediately 

appointed Emily one of · her 

Ladies of Honour, and fettled 
on. the mother a handfo1ne 

penfi.on, with the reverfion 

of it to the daughter. 
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A . fuffrage _fo honouraple · 
from the Acaden1y, and fa 
difl:inguifhed a~ reward fron1 
the Emprefs of R·ujjia, ful­
filled the wiilies of thofe mo­
thers, to whofe gratitude ·Ma.:. 
dan1e d' Epigny was fo juflly 
entitled. 

Induce-cl to give a_ tranf­
lation of this wotk, the Tran f­
lat or is confcious how imper­
fect her faint attempt muf1: 
appear, when compared with 
the original. So candid a 
confeffion is the befl: apology 
which ihe can make, and will, 
ilie }:io·pes, [often the cenfures 
of thofe learned 1nen,_ whofe 
province it is to m'1,ke fuch 
a comparifon. She, by no 
means, would have · ventured 
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upon introducing it to the 
public in an Englifh drefs, 
had f11e not en ti rely relied 
on their indulgent generofity. 
Happy will ihe think her­
felf, if her defire to pleafe 
(the only merit fhe can plead) 
fhould meet with f uccefs J . ' 

.. 
VQL, I. b 



J ' 

. .., 



I' 

ADVERTISEMENT 
TO THE 

SECOND FRENCH EDITION. 

THE fo1lowing Conv·erfations were 
not intended for publication. A mo­
ther who, by an ill 11 ate of heal th, 
was deprived of every comfort, but 
that which ilie found in the educa­
tion of a beloved daughter, perceived 
that the child, from a very early 
period, took a particular pleafure in 
converfation, and im8gined it would 
be eafy to turn it to advantage in 
order to form her u nderfianding, 
and accufiom her to refleaion with-• 
out confiraint or effort . 

She therefore determined to em~ 
ploy thefe means>. and attempted to 
compofe forne C~nverfations which 
a mufed and interefied the child, 
bu t \vhich failed of their main end; 

l b 2 . 
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becaufe, in the opinion of a child o'f 
he-r age, a book, -that was D(?'t p"rinted, 
neither deferved to be read nor pre­
f erved. 

Th is unexpected in convenience 
for fome time perplexed th~ "tn0ther. 

As far from pretending to fix the 
attention of the public 00 her pro­
ductions, ail unprovioecl wit'li talents 
needful to fecure the'ir indulgen·ce, 
1he was under the heceffi ty 0f rnif:­
trufl:ing the partia-lity of a ff-W 

friends, who thought" th'efe efi:ays 
might not be ufele(s in the edttcatron 
of girls in gene-raL 

After much hefitation, fue det~r­
rnined to fe.nd her manufc1ript int'o 
Germany. A boolfeller at Leipfic'k 
took upon himfelf, even befDre he 
knew the contents, to pub1i(h it 
in a very correct manner, after hav­
ing it tran1lated into G·erma1i, bJ a 
man of letters, ·and which appeared 
at the fame tirhe. 

In this ma'nner, the w'iThes of the 
author were accomplifhed beyond 
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her hopes. Thus efcaped fro1n the 
inconveniencies of being knvrz.x.:n> £he 
added ·to her daughter's library a 
book, a pledge of her tendernefs, 
which fo delighted the child, as 
daily to afford the mother the moft 
pleafing reward. Some copies, how­
ever, had reached France, by the 
way of Strq/burg; and the public, 
naturally dif pofed to favour even the 
intention of any ufeful project, con­
firmed by their f uffrages the j udg­
ment of .f rier diliip. A bookfeller, 
in confequence, publi!hed an edit.ion , 
from that of Leipjick, and contri­
buted, without the participation of 
the author, to their being more ex ­
tenfively known. 

The advantage the child has reaped 
from them, as ,vell as the indul­
gence of the Public, have alone 
been fufficient to f u pport the refo-. 
lution of a mother in the midfl: of 
the mofl: cruel [ ufferings, and of 
inducing her to per.Git in her defign 

b 3 
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of giving thefe effays the degree of 
perfection, which !he thought thef 
might receive. She will vent'N're 
to aifert., that n ateTnal tendernefs 
f urpaifes even the drea·d of death, 
fince its reiterated approaches have 
no t made her give up her defign; 
but, by purfuing it, fue has had 
reafon to be convinced., at every fte.p 
fhe has taken, how widely different 
the fuggefl:ions of tend-e rnefs are from 
the leilons taught by experience. 

Not only the gre· teft part of the 
Conv rfa tions in this edition have 
been added to the former, but thofe 
which are here inferted, have been 
entirely altered, and ft.ripped of that: 
imperious and dogmatical ftyle which 
authority and f uperiori ty of reafon 
and years infenfibly affume; be~ 
caufe the firft edition was the lan­
guage of prejudice, and the latter 
that of experience; or, in bett'e 
terms, the fi.rfi was the book of the 
n1other, and the latter the work of 
the child. 

... 
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She furn-ifued all t*-le materials, 
atrd, iunltBown t0 herfelf, in(h·ucled 
her mdther how to turn them to 
the be.ft advantage, -and taoght her 
the mefi certain tnethod of reach­
ing her heart ·and undetfianding; in 
iliort, by her docility, and t,he mi1d-
11efs of her di fpofition, convinced 
he-r m0ther, what f u per'ior ad van­
tages might be ga · ned :from a gene ... 
rot-ts confidence, and what ufe might 
be made of an innocent an.d delicate 
irony, an indiretl: and pleafant --al­
lufion, over f rui tlefs precepts and 
fevere reprimands. 

Memory, .and ·a H tle ca11e, were 
only needful to properly digefl: thefe 
Converfations, fro·m thofe whic·h 
actually paifed between the mothet 
and the chi-ld. 

Beheld ,in this p0int of view, they 
may point out to thofe who make / 
the education of c'hildren their bu­
finefs, more than one unbeaten path 
in that difficult and im·portant-carte·r. 
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General precepts, in the fcience of 

education, as in every other fcience, 

are of little ufe. No · one difputes 

them, yet nothing is gained "by a 

continu.al repetition of them, nqr are 

they much attended to; becaufe they 

are v4gue -in their nature, and indicate 

no precif.e plethod; nay, it is no 
uncomrnon thing, to obferve thofe 
perfons, wh_o have them frequently 
in their mouths, act in direct op­
po.G tion to them. 

It is indifputably true, th at two 
children do not exifi who perfectly 

refemble each other in __ every point, 
either in underfianding or dif pofi­

tion, any more than in their fea­

tures, therefore thefe Con verfa tions 

.cannot exactly f uit any child, but 

her for whom they _were written ·; 

.but if they have any merit, if they, 

_in fame manner~ aniwer the expec­
_tation, they, i,n preference to all ge­

_neral 1naxim-s, ought to guide in 

_this pleafing, but_ anxious undertak --:­

ing, a mo-ther whofe tendernets will 
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by turns ex-aggerate th.-e difficulties 
and the fuccefs. 

It is dou btlefs to be wifhed, that 
every vigilant mother would com­
municate the fruits of her e·xperi­
ence to the public, particularly at 
"that period when maternal love feems 
to penetrate all hear.ts with more 
energy- and force, and when, in 
moft young mo'thers, every taile, 
an·d every eng·agement, have given 
place lo this affetl:ing and p'OWetf ul 
paffion. It would be a certain mean 
of laying a folid and durable found·a­
ti0n for a general arrd ratrona1 plan 
of ed u-catioh. · 

The a:u thor -of thefe Converfa­
ti6ns, has an advantage over moft 
nto'the'rs, arrd which no one will 
certainly envy her. 

Re·duted, ~y the deplorable ftate of 
her health, to this only but power­
ful refource, without ever being di­
, ·erted from it, except by her fuf­
ferings, ilie bas been enabled to 
give to her daughter's education a 
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continued attention; which few mo­
thers could reconcile with other 

I 

duties- and circumfiances of fitu-
ation. 

Thence a tendernefs, and it n1ay 
b~ faid, an intimacy, refulted be­
~ween the mother and the daughter, 
"'1-ho, in the mid 11: of the little circle 

• 

, cf their friends, have concent red 
the fecret of educat ion to them 
alone, as the fecrets of fiate are 
concentered to the King and his 
mini fl:ers only, amidfi: all the conver­
fations of the Court. 

Thi_s reciprocal confidence is 
doubtlefs the main f pring of a free 
and generous education, to which 
the ancients gave the epith~t of 
liberal ; and till a mother can obtain 
it, . !he cannot flatter herfelf with 
reaping the fruits of her labours. 
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L E T T E R 
FROM THE 

AUTHOR 
TO THE 

ED I TOR of the Firfr FRENCH EDITION. 

I SEND you, Sir, my Converfations. 
You made me excejfively uneafy, by acquaint­
ing me, you found them unequal to the opi­
n_ion I entertained of them; but you have 
relieved me from that anxiety, by informing 
me, that you perceive in them, neithe-Y a 
plan 0/ -education, nor any connexion in 
the ideas. It was not my intention to pro­
pofe a new-plan of education, nor had I the 
prefumption to deviate from that generally 
adopted by prudent parents. .All I aimed at 
was, to fill up the vacant chafins, if you 
will permit me the exprejJi,on, and to jhew in 
what manner idle hours, and moments of 
,-elaxation, might be employed by a vigilant 
mother, in order to form the underflanding 
of her child, and to plant in her heart vir-
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tuou.s a.nd t!,pri.gbJ fe.ntinJ.e»Js. P la,.1JJ, and -
fyflems, therefore, are out of the queflion. 
Yet ev;en in this point ,0/ view, eduGation 
fhould be divided ( as in a well imagined 
and connefled fyfl.em) • inta- feveral periods, 
each of which w_ould require a different 
work. Let us fuppofe three principal ones: 
CJ'he fir.ft conclu,~es q,t ten years of i,1ge, the 
fecond at fourt (e_n or fifteen, and tk~ third 
Jhould be continued till the child be .fettled in 
-the world. 

According to this fcheme, I have adapt­
ed the prefent work to the firft _p~riod, in 
which I have endeavoured to prefent to mj· 
child's underftanding fimple ideas, to injlr-uft. 
tJnd ajfzft her iJ!, develqping them, ant/, fre­
quently to . make ufe of cpil'dijh' JPo.rt to lead 
h,er to make fel'lfible and folid ref{eflion.r. The 
11.vo fucceeding periods muff be t,:eated more 
Jcrioufly; and I know not whether I foall 
have courage to attempt the tajk, when 
my daughter's ege Jhall require' it. · 

'this confej/ion being m.ade, I refign, Sir, 
theft Converfations to you. Make what 
ufe you pleafe of them, jince you are of opi.­
nion, tho may be ufeful to ~tber children. 



, 

THE 

CONVERSATIONS 

0 F 

E M I L Y. 

FIRS<J' CONVERSATION. 

EMILY. 

M AMMA, I have learned rny Cate"" 
chifm; may I bring my work .and .fit by 
you ?---0 h ! Mamma, Mamn1a ! come 
hither, come hither! I hear a drum! look 
at the monkeys that are going along ! 

MoTHEit. 

Go to the window, my dear, with yout 
Governefs; and when they have paired 
by, corne back to your work .. 

VoL. I. A 
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(Emily goes to the window, ;md returns.) 
EMILY. 

Mamma, I have feen the1n ; why did 
not you co1ne and look at the1n ? Do 
you not love monkeys? 

MOTHER. 

Not 1nuch. There, take your work; 
and continue to embroider as far as that 
flower. 

EM I LY. 

Yes, Ma1nma. But why do not you 
love 1nonkeys ? I like them much. 

MOTHER. 

vVhy do you like them ? • 
EMILY. 

Becaufe they are fo droll, and make 
{uch faces ; they divert me mightily. 

lVI OTHER. 

Were you to be ,acquainted with them, 
they, perhaps, would not fo well enter- -
ta.in- you; you would find them of a 
wicked, malicious, thieving, treacherous 
dif pofrtion._ 

EMILY. 

Aftonifhing ! It is a pity! But as I 
only faw them through the window, they 
could not hurt n1e, you know. Oh! they 
are fo droll, for all that, I ihould like to 
fee them near. 
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MOTHER. 

And pray what kind of creature is a 
n1onkey? Since you are fo fond of them, 

yot1 ought perfectly to know what they 

are. 
EM I L Y. 

To be fure, I know very well; a n1on­

key is an animal. 
MOTHER. 

Has it the forrn of a dog, or a cat ? 
EMILY. 

!-.Jo, Ma111ma; it is like a monkey. 
MOTHER. 

To what anitnal do you think it bears 
the greateft refernblance ? 

EMILY. 

I know not, Mamma; will you be · f o 
kind as to tell 1ne ? 

MOTHER. 

Yes, 1ny dear. It bears a ftriking re­
femblance to man in the features of its 
face, its feet, and its hands. 

EMILY. 

vVhat ! is man an animal ? 
MOTHER. 

Yes. Man is a rational animal. 
EMILY. 

vVhy do you call him a rational ani­
mal? 

A 2 



CONPERSATTONS Con. 1. 

1\10 THE R. 

. By a rational ani1nal we diftinguifu man 
from other animals, becaufe man is the 
only creature endowed with reafon and 
fpeech. 

EMILY. 
t Then men are animals. That is droll ;, 

and you and I, Mamma; are we ar11-
mals? 

MOTHER. 

When I fay man, 1 mean the whole 
human fpecies. ·\,Vhen I fay a man, I 
mean one human creature only, of th.e 
male kind; and when I fay a woman, 
I mean a human cr~ature of the fe1nale 
kind. 

EMILY. 

Oh! Mamma, look! Chloe is gnawing 
my frock; but, Marnma, dogs do not 
fpeak? 

MOTHER. 
N·o. 1~hey have neither the ufe of 

f pee ch, nor reafon; they feel pain and 
pleafure as 'Ye do; they fuffer and com­
plain when they are hurt. 

EMILY. 

Of what ufe can dogs be, Mam­
n1a? 



Con. I. OF EMlLY. s 
MOTHER. 

To orotect their mafters, who in re-
.I. 

turn feed and take care of them. 
EMILY. 

And of what ufe are men 1n the 
world? 

MOTHER. 

To live in fociety. 
. EMILY. 

And what do they do all day long? 
MOTHER. 

They mutually affift each other in their 
wants, in their affairs> and even intheir 
pleafures. 

EMILY. 

And what would happen to him who 
ihould not help the others ? 

MOTHER. 

What would happen to hi1n ? that 
others would not affift him, that he would 
become ufelefs, that he f oon would be 
neither loved, eftee1ned, nor fought after; 
that foon he would want every thing, and 
that at laft he would die of ennui> want, 
and. grief. 

EMILY. 

1"'hen to be happy we 1nuft be ufeful 
to others? 

A 3 



' C0N"?ERSA7'I0NS Con. l. 

MOTHER. 

That is one of the fureft means of at­
taining happinefs. 

EMILY. 

What is happinefs, Mamma ? 
MOTHER. 

It is what you experience my lovey · 
when you are pleafed with yourfelf, and 
when you have done what I require of you. 

EMILY. 

That is, when I have been obedient 
and learned my tafks well; but when I 
am grown up and have nothing more to· 
learn, I then fhall have no more occafion 
to be happy? 

MOTHER. 

Every age has its duties, its employ-­
ments, and its pleaf ures. 

EMILY. 

l\'Ia111ma, pray look at my work. It 
is not badly done. 

MOTHER. 

Is it finifhed ? I told you not to 
leave your place till you had done your 
tafk. 

I 

EMILY. 

But why fo, Mamma? 
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MOTHER. 

Becaufe you :fhould accufrom yourfelf 

to finifh whatever _ you begin, and not 

to leave one employment for another 

without caufe. 

EMILY. 

But, Mamma---I t is becaufe---

M OTHER. 

No arg\!ment. When I have told you 

what you ought to do, I expect you to 

fubmit without reply. 

EMILY. 

I will 9bey you, Ma[Dma; but let 1ne 
afk you vvhy you fometimes f uffer me to 

afk queftions, and to fay every thing 

that comes into my head, and at other 

times you will not ? 

MOTHER. 

When we are talking together., whe­

ther for your amufement or inftrucrion, 

you may with freedom and confidence, 

communicate to n1e all your ideas. I 
then anfwer you, and your queftions are 

not unfeafonable; but when I order you 

to do any one thing, you ought to obey 

without reply. 
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EMILY. 

But why, Ma1n1na ? 
MOTHER. 

Through refpeB: and confidence. Did 
you ever know me to require of you any 
thing but what was for your good ? 

EMILY. 

No, Mamn1a. 
MOTHER. 

I have always condefcended as much 
as your age would allow, to explain to 
you the motives of the orders I prefcribe 
to you-: you know it; whence then fhould 
proceed your repugnance to obey them~ 

EM IL Y. . 

That is very true, Mamn1a; and I 
promife you I will henceforth obey you 
without reply; but when we are talkino­
together you will perrnit n1e to fay what 
I like ? 

~10 ~HER. 

Undoubtedly. 
EMILY. 

Are we now t:ilking ? 
MOTHER. 

I think we are. What is your op1-
nion? 

E l\I IL Y. 

Oh! then I a.in going to afk you m1ny 



Con. I. 

queftions, 
world for? 

0 Ti EMILr. ! 

Mam111a, what a111 I in the 

MOTHER. 

Let us hear. Anfwer me that quef­
tion yourfelf. 

EMILY. 

I know nothi!1g about it. 
MOTHER. 

How do you e111ploy yourfelf the whole 
day? 

EMILY. 
Nay, I walk, I learn my leffons, I jrnnp 

about, I eat, I drink, and chatter with 
you when I a1n good. 

MOTHER. 

Hitherto., fuch are the purpofes for 
which you were created. You exift only 
to eat, drink, ileep, laugh, jump, grow 
up, gai.n ftrength, and acquire know­
ledge; that is all you have to do; but in 
proportion to your years, your employ­
ments, as well as obligations, will be of 
another nature; inftead of living only to 
jump, dance, and be troublefome to o­
thers, you will endeavour to make your­
felf ufeful, to fulfil other duties., and en­
joy other an1ufernents. 

EMILY. 

Troublefome to others! am I trouble­
fame? 
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MOTHER. 

Certainly; iince you are a child. 

EMILY. 

But a child is fomebody. 

l\tf OTHER. 

A child will bec01ne in time a reafon­
able being. 

EMILY. 

But what a111 I now, being but a 
child? 

MOTHER. 

How! you are five years old, and have 
not yet reflected on what you are ? En­
deavour to find it out yourfelf. 

EMILY. 

I cannot think of any thing. 

MOTHER. 

For my part, I think that a child is a 

helplefs creature, dependant on every 
one ; that a child is iirnple, ignorant, 
giddy, troublefome, thoughtlefs--.: 

EMILY. 

What, have I all thofe fau] ts ? 

MOTHER. 

They are natural to your years. You 
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then fee that a child is indebted for the 
cares it experiences, to the f ole tender­
nefs of its oarents, and that of courfe it 
muft be tr6ublefome, and infupportable 
to others. 

EMILY. 

I do not think I am fo helplefs. 
MOTHER. 

The flighteft blow would bring you to 
the ground; perhaps might kill you. 

EMILY. 

But cannot children, as well as other 
perfons, defend the mfelves ? 

MOTHER. 

Their ignorance and giddinefs do not 
allow them either to fore fee or avoid dan­
ger, and their weaknefs prevents then1 
from defending themfelves ; they incef­
fantly require fome one near them to 
guard and protect them; nobody can be 
interefted in rendering , them thefe irk­
f orne cares, becaufe children cannot of 
themfelves make any return for it; and 
it is only by their mildnefs, docility, and 
attention to thofe who do them fervice, 
that they can hope for a continuation of 
them; for if they be ill-tempered, if 
they reply rudely, if their hearts be not 
fenfibly touched with the obligations they 
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owe to thofe who are attentive to them, 
they will foon weaken the commifera­
tion which their fituation naturally in­
fpires: they will be f orfaken by every 
one, and then they would be very 1nuch 
to be pitied. 

EMILY. . 

But is not my Governefs obliged to 
take care of me ? 

. MOTHER. 

Your Governefs takes care ·of you 
becaufe I have given you to · her in 
charge ; but I cannot oblige her to love 
you, unlefs you make yourfelf a1niable; 
and fhould you fhew the le aft hurnour, 
rudenefs, or ingratitude to her, it would 
be unjuft in me to require her to do 
you fervice.s which you would f o ill re:­
quite, and I even would forbid her to go 
near you. 

EMILY. 

Well then, I could drefs myfelf. 
MOTHER. 

Do you think you could ? 
EM I LY. 

Yes, Mamma. 
MOTHER. 

vV ell, let me fee. Untie your fro cl"', 
and take off your collar. 
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EMILY. 

I have taken off 1ny collar. 
MOTHER. 

Now for the frock. 
EMILY. 

Oh! I can very well take off my frock. 
----Mamma, will you be fo kind as to 
untie the ftrings. 

. MOTHER. 

No, you are to do it yourfelf, fince 
you f uppofe you have no one to affift 
you. 

EMILY. 

But I could do all the re.ft very well. 
MOTHER. 

Still you want fomebody to untie your 
frock? Put on your collar again. 

EMILY. 

Mamma, I cannot. 
MOTHER. 

You muft have ailiftance to put on 
your collaL Judge by this trial, how 
much,, even in the mo.ft triaing things, 
you ftand in need of your Governefs; how 
-careful ought you to be of difcouraging 
her, left ihe iliould leave you; for fhould 
that happen through your fault, I fhould 
have no inducement to procure a perfo1 
to fupply her place. 

VoL. I. B · 
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EMILY. 
Truly, Mamma, I ihould be much to 

be pitied; I never- thought of that : I 
could neither go to bed, nor get up, nor 
do any thing without help. 

MOTHER. 
You then plainly fee, that children, 

being under the neceffity of receiving 
affiftance from every body, muft be gen­
tle, polite, and grateful; amend their 
temper; irnprove by the leffons and advice 
which they receive, and be fenfible that 
when they are correB:ed, it is a proof of 
regard and friendfhip that is given them, 
and the means of gaining eftee111. 

EMILY. 
I never thought of that before; but I 

hope I am not very naughty. 

MOTHER. 
Children -of your age are ufually care­

lefs, and void of refleB:ion. 

EMIL_Y. 
Now I will reflect and be more care­

ful, and I will love my Governefs better 
than eve.i:, becaufe fhe has f o much 
trouble with me.. Still there are a great 



Ccn !. OF EMJLr. t . 
l 

many things I know nothing of. Are 
there not? 

l'v1 0 THE R. 

Not only there are m any things with 
wh~c½. you are un cquainted, but you 
1nufr be convinced you k now nothinz, __ ., 

finc e you k now neither what you are-, 
nor even the piJrpofes fo r which you w re 
C,.,.,a .. ed 

J. '- L ~ • 

E MI LY. 

Nay; I k now it now, and I fhall never 
forget. 

r•..-1 0 T HER. 

You foon learn things that require 
long fcudy. 

EM I LY. 

I have done 1ny tafk. Will you look 
at n1y work, tvlan1ma? 

fv10 THE R. 

Let rne fee. It is very well. You 
n1ay go to play now, if you be tired of 
talking. 

EMILY. , 

Mamma, as you are pleafed with 1n y 
work, let me beg one favour of you. 

MOTH E RJ 

What is it? 
EM r LY. 

Pleafe to relate to 1ne the ftory of the 
B 2 
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Lady of whom you were laft night talking 
with 1ny Papa. 

MOTHER. 
Very willingly, my dear, if you pro-

mife me to be attentive. That Lady-
was the widow of a man of quality; at 
his death fhe was left without any fortune 
with one fon and a daughter . 

. EMILY. 
\Vhat was her na1ne, Ma1nma? 

r,10 T HER. 
·You do not know her, rny love. 

EMILY. 
But tell 1ne her daughter's nan1e. 

MOTHER. 
Her narne was Julia. One day her 

Matnn1a faid to her: Child, I am not rich, 
I have exhaufled 1'f1:Y fortune to procuro 
your brother a cormnif/ion in the army; hi-
therto he has diflinguifhed him/elf among 
the young men of his age, by his condu[t 
and eniulation: I trufl he ~ ill make his 
'way, and in tinie, be ufeful to you j but as 
to you, you have nothing. I am not able 
to have maflers for you, or to procure )'Ott 
the elegant accomplijhments of your Jex ; it 
is only from your virtHes and emulation i)l, 
acquiring thofe qualities which you want, 
that you can expefl to e.ftab lifh your hap­
pinefs. The kno·wledge and experience I h{~7.:e 



Con. I. 0 F E MI L '.Y. •' 17 

acquir~d in the world, will enlighten your 
mind. Unlefs you be folicitous to gain efleem 
and affellion., unlefs your perfonal qualities in­
t ere.ft perfons in your behalf, you will nev er 
fettle in the world ; ycu will nev er marry. 

EMILY. 

Mam1na, why did the lady talk in that 
n1anner? 

MOTHER. 

Becaufe ihe was not rich, and thofe 
who have no fortune muft be 1n ore cir­
curnf peel: than others, in order to be 
fought after and well received; for if you 
be poor and worthlefs, you there by furniih 
people with a reafon to negleB: you. 

EMILY. 

I fhould not like to have a hufband 
who was poor and worthlefs. 

MOTHER . 

Then you rnuft naturally conclude, that 
no n1an would choofe a wife who was 
poor and worthlefs. 

EMILY. 

Very true. Well ! Ma1nma. 
MOTHER. 

W ell ! my love. Julia was unhappily 
of a very bad difpofition, fulky, idle, in­
clined to ill-humour, always laying her 
f: ults upon others., ungrateful to her mo-

B 3 
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ther, who finding her incorrigible, was 
obliged to fend her into a convent. 1"'he 
example of her brother had no effect on 
her conduB:; he joined to the greateft 
ref peel:, an entire confidence in his 1110-: 
ther, and never faw her without giving 
her proofs of both; his only fear was to 
dif pleafe her : as to Julia, ihe loft an op­
portunity of marrying confiderably to her 
advantage, becaufe on enquiries made 
refpeB:ing her in the convent, the ac:. 
counts were fo difadvantageous, that ihe 
was rejeB:ed, notwithfranding her beauty, 
which at firft had recommended her. 

EMILY. 
And what becarne of her ? 

MOTHER. 
She re1nained in the convent, ·where ihe 

is likely to pafs her life. 
EMILY. 

Perhaps ihe will improve. 
MOT I{ ER. 

At a certain age, that is not to be ex-­
petted ; if proper efforts be not made 
from the earlieft childhood, it is fcarcely 
poffible; befide, an unfavourable impref­
fion once received, is never forgotten; and 
the amendment, if known, is not believed. 

' EMILY. 

Why fo, Mamma ? 
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MOTHER. 

What is the reaf on that I never coul 
prevail on you to fee M. Verville without 

terror? 
EMILY. 

Becaufe he once terrified me, by making 
ugly faces at me. 

. MOTHER. 

And becaufe he once made ugly faces 

at you, you imagine his fole ernployment 
is to frighten little children, and you think 

it the ihorteft way to preferve the firft 
i1npreffion, rather than to exainine whe­
ther he have not altered his countenance 
fince you faw him! be not therefore 
furprifed, if others retain the firft im­

preffion as well as yourfelf, in matters 

which they are not irnmediately intereft­
ed to fearch deeply into. 

EMILY. 

But, Mam1na, was Julia then very 
pretty? 

Mo THE R. · 

Very pretty, my dear, but £he was not 
amiable. 

EMILY. 

It is better then to be amiable than 

pretty ?---yet---Am I pretty, Mamma? 
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]\10 THE R·. 

Hitherto I cannot fay you are, my 
dear. 

EMILY. 
Why does every body fay then, that 

I atn charming 2 
MOTHER. 

I will tell you that to-morrow. Go to 
play, till we be ready for walking, and 
divert yourfelf as well as you have 
worked. 
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SECOND CONVERSACJ'ION. 

EMILY. 

M A~Uv:I.A.? what do you call---no, that 

was not what I meant to fay---Marnma, 

you promifed to tell me f omething : will 
you tell it rne now? 

MOTHER. 

\Vhat is it, my dear ? 
EMILY. 

If I a1n not pretty, why does every 

body fay I am charrning? 
MOTHER. 

It is poffible to be charming without 

being abfolutely pretty; and it is like­

wife poffible to be very pretty without 

being channing. 
EMILY. 

Oh! I l now, lVIamma; to be charming 

one muft be prudent and modeft, never 

fpeak but when fpoken to, and not be 

troublefome ; is it not f o, Marnma ? You 

have tol l n1e f o. 
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MOTHER. 
You are right. Tell me whether you 

think yourfelf pretty or charming ? 

EMILY. 

I think I am---

M o THE R. 
VVhich of the two, pray? 

EMILY. 
Pretty, Marnma. 

MOTHER. 
\Vhat is being pretty ? I 

EMILY. 
I underftand what it is, but I know not- ' 

how to explain it. 

MOTHER. 
It is to have a fine fl:in,. beautifi.11 eyes, 

a well fuaped nofe, a pretty mouth, nei­
ther too large nor too frnall, the hair 
well fe t, in fhort, the whole perfon agree­
able; not to 1nake faces, to have nothing 
affected, neither a pouting nor fnearing 
look, but an en

0 aging and 1nodeft air. 

EMILY. 
Like my coufin. 

MOTHER . 
Yes ; and have yo 1 a:! th.~t ? 
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EMILY. 

Not all. 
MOTHER. 

Then ycm are not pretty. 

EMILY. 

If I am not pretty, why do all your 
friends fay fo ? 

MOTHER. 

D id you never hear it faid of other 
children, like yourfelf~ that they were 
charming and a1niabie, though they were 
not really f o ? 

EMILY. 

I do not know. I never remarked it. 
MOTH E R. 

But were you never praifed without 
deferving it ? Recollect yourf elf. 

EMILY. 

I am thinking---! fancy that might 
be the cafe; yet at the time they were 
praifing m·e, I thought I deferved it, or 
rather I now think, was afraid you ihould 
fay the contrary. Oh! ftay---I remem­
ber I thought once they were _ mocking 
n1e. 

MOTHER. 

N o f uch thing. There exifts a falfe 
and miftaken politenefs which induce.5 
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f ome to i1nagine they are bound, when 
they enter a friend's houfe, to praife every 
thing in it, from the 1niftrefs to her lap­
dog. You have even feen people whofo 
legs my little Chloe was going to bite, fay 
that fhe was a charming little thing. Do 
you think the compli111ent very fincere, 
and that Chloe deferved it r 

EMILY. 
By no means, Mamma. 

MOTHER. 
W ell---thofe who fay you are pretty 

and channing think no more of you than 
of Chloe, neither do they know whether 
you deferve it better than ihe, or at leaft 
are as carelefs about it. 

EMILY. 
But it is very filly to fay what one does 

not think. 
MOTHER . 

You are right; it would be better to 
be filent. Therefore all fenfi ble young 
perfons, pay no fort of attention to thofe 
k ind:s of cornpliments, and very often are 
offended at them; and it is either very 
fi lly or very inconfiderate to rnake ufe of 
fuch language to children:, and fri ll more 
io to believe and take prjde in hem~ 
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EMILY. 

Oh! Mamma ! I will not fuffer myfelf 
to be fo deceived any more---but, when I 
have been good it is however true that 
then I am a charming girl : my Governefs 
told me f o, and you yourf elf, Mamn1a, 
have faid f o many times. 

MOTHER. 
When you have been good, you have 

been told, that if you were continually 
f o, you would be a charming child; and 
you really would, but you do not yet 
know, that it is impoffible to be a chann­
ing child with an unfteady conduct; and 
that if you \villi to acquire the reputa­
tion of being fo, in ti1ne, you muft, by de­
grees, endeavour to be more reafonable. 

EMILY. 

Mamma, I will be f o, and from this 
:very day I ain going to be perfect. 

MOTHER. 
What do you underfrand by that ? 

EMILY. 

I 1nean always to do well--­
M OTHER. 

Do you irnagine that too an ea[y 
matter? 

EM 1 L v~ 
Yes, Mamma. The will only is wanting. 
VoL. I. C 
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I\1 0 THE R. 

And how will you act ? 
EMIL Y. 

I will always do what you and n1y Go­
vernefs bid rne, and nothing elfe. 

1\10 THE R. 

Begin then .by holding yourfelf well. 
. EMILY. 

Yes, MamLna. Is it thus ? 
;_ l\1oTHER. 

Yes; and _place your feet in a proper 
pofition. Di~ you write ·your copy this 
aftc:rnoon whiift I had company ? 

EMILY. 

Yes, Madam; but I dare not ihew it 
to you; 1t is very badly written, and /e 
fcrawled ! 

MOTHER. 

Ah! you had not then formed the re­
{olution of being perfefa :·----fee your 
head is no longer held up, and your feet 
are but of their place. 

EMILY. 

Now they are · as they ought to be. 
Will you let n1e write another copy? I 
a·m fure I fhall do it better than the 
other. 

MOTHER. 

Very willingly. Come to this table. 
Are you properly feated ? 
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EM IL Y. 

Yes, ~'1an1ma. 
rv10 THE R. 

You hold yol1r pen very ill; your head 
1s on one fide---You do not write even 
---n0w you grow impatient---take care; 
impatience does not agree with perf--,,c­
tion :---I atn forry to fay it, but this p:1ge 
is no better than th~ other. 

E ]\f I L y. 

\tVhat 1nuf1: I do ? I aro going to begin 
another. 

MOTHER. 

}Jot to-day---you have done enough. 
There is a ti1ne for every thing; you mufl: 
endeavour to mend a little every day, 
it is impoffible for you to learn to write • 
in a day, or to corre ::l your faults in fo 
fhort a tirne. You have already forgotten 
what was faid yefterday with ref pelt to 
your age, and what you had to do in this 
world. 

EMILY. 

No, indeed I have not: I remember 
perfectly well. I am here to improve my 
underftanding, and to jump, and to dance. 

1\10 THE R. 

Yes, and to grow up, to fonn your 
C 2 



-~8 CON l7 ER SAT IONS Con. II. 

perfon, your heart and mind. Tell me, 
Emily, do you imagine it is in your power 
to become as tall as I am, for example, 
between this and to-morrow ? 

EMILY. 

No, furely, Mamma ? 

I\tI OTHER. 

It is juft as eafy for you to wnte well, 
and do every thing well in one day, as to 
be as tall as I am. 

EM IL Y. 

Then I muft wait till I am grown up 
--to have fenfe ? 

MoT HER. 

The more pains you take, the fooner 
you will attain it: but the fenfe fujtable. 
to your age is all you ca_n afpire to, 

EMILY. 

What is then the fenfe fuitable to my· 
age? 

MOTHER. 

At preient it is to feel what you are, 
. and to acknowledge that you can do no ... 

thing without the affif'c:ance of others. 
EMILY. 

It is to be f ub~niffive and grateful, is it 
not?, 
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MOTHER. 

Yes, and to take pains to comprehend 
the inftrucl:ions given you which are a­
dapted to- rour years, and the extent of 

your capa_c1 ty. 
EMILY. 

And afterward, rv1an11na, what .fhall I 

do? 
MOTHER. 

By degrees you will grow up, your 
underftanding will unfold itfelf, your 
knowledge will increafe, and in time 
you will become a reafonable w01nan. 

EMILY. 

Yes, becaufe I ihall then have laboured 
to correct: my faults. 

MOTHER. 

And alfo to acquire that command of 
yourfelf which is termed virtue, and with­
out which we cannot promife ourfelves 
either happinefs, efteem, or fuccefs; but 
you will not be perf eel:. 

EMILY. 

Why not? When ihall I be fo? 
MOTHER. 

That is a prerogative which is not be­
ftowed on man. At your age you are 
liable to errors, f o are we all, and in the · 

fame manner we labour as you do, to 

C 3 
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correct them for our own fatisfaction, and 
to preferve the efteem of others. 

EMILY. 
What is the efteem of others, Mamma? 

MOTHER. 
It is the approbation beftowed by 

others on our good behaviour, and which 
perfons we are but flightly acquainted 

.with, or even thofe who may have reafon 
to diflike us, cannot refufe. 

EMILY. 
I do not underftand that, Mamma. 

How can we approve perfons we do not 
know? 

MOTHER. 
Tell me what you think of the two, 

young perfons of who1n I was f peaking 
yefterday; of Julia, for inftance. 

EMILY. 
Oh ! I think ihe is very naughty. 

MOTHER. 
And what is your opinion of her bro­

ther? 
EMILY. 

I think that he is very a1niable, good, 
and virtuous. · 

MOTHER. 
Well! the good opinion you have of 
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him from what you have heard refpeEt­
ing his conduEt, is called efte-em ; yet 
you are not acquainted with him, 

EMILY. 

But I know him now. 
MOTHER. 

You know hi1n only by reputation, but 
that cannot be called knowing him, fince 
you have never feen him. 

EM- IL Y. 

Mamma, will you be fo kind as to teU 
me another ftory to-day ? 

MOTHER. 

No, my love, it is late, and we are 
going to take a walk; and> fhould we be 
alone, we will continue our converfation 
as we walk. Ring for our hats and 
cloaks. 
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'l'HIRD CONVERS.A'I'JON. 

EM IL Y. 

MAMMA, I have caught a fly! how 
beautiful it is ! 

MOTHER. 
It is very beautiful indeed. 

EMILY. 

I will take its wings off, that 1t may 
not. fly away; and I will feed it. 

MOTHER. 

Softly, my dear child. Has it bitten 
you? Has it hurt you? 

EMIL Y. 

No, Ma1nma. 
MOTHER. 

Why tben would you hurt it ? 
EMILY. 

That would not hurt it. 
MOTHER. 

It would fuffer as n1uch as you would 
do, ihould any one cut off your feet or 
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hands. If you itnagine you do not hurt 

it becaufe you do not hear it cry, you are 

deceived. It is a creature that feels as 

you do, f uffers like yourfelf, and you have 

no right to torture it. 
EMILY. 

But fuppofe it had bitten me ? 

l\10 THE R. 

Self defence is juftifiable; and if it had 

wounded you, perhaps you might have 

killed it : but that is not the cafe. 

- EMILY. 

I was not going to kill it, Ma111ma~ I 
would have fed, and taken care of it. 

MOTHER. 

Suppofe the firft perfon you meet 

ihould fcize you, in order to feed and 

educate you, and begin by cutting off 

one of your feet, left you il1ould ieave 

him without permiffion; how wo1..1ld you 

like that? 
EMILY. 

I would not confent to it. 

MOTHER. 

But if you were not the ftrongefi:, you 

muft fubmit : juft fo would you act with 

regard to this fly. Being the ftrongeft, 

you have. feized it; and had I not pre 
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vented you, you would have cut off its 
wings ; and you would have been in 
a11:onifhment to-morrow morning to have 
found it dead. 

EMILY. 
I I'nould have been very forry for that. 

lvI OT HER. 
Your grief would not have reftored it 

to life. See what pajn i is in! 
EM IL Y. 

Indeed it is. It is in great pain. 
rvf OT H ER. 

Poor little creature ! think what you 
would fuffer, if you were fufpended by 
one of your arn1s. 

EM IL Y. 
It would hurt me. 

MOTHER. 
Can you be infenfible to the joy of giv­

ing it its liberty? Let it go quickly ancl 
.'ind its con1panions. Enjoy that pleafure. 

EMILY. 
I will---b-__1>--

M OTHER. 
Always remember, Emily, that we 

ot1ght to rnake ufe of otir power to allift 
the weak, and not to opprefs them. Do we wifh to be beloved, and procure our-
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[elves increojing happinefs, we n1uft do all 
the good we can, and avoid all wilful 
evil. 

EMILY. 

I ain f ure I would not hurt any thing. 
"I will let it By away---See, fee, Mam:na, 
how glad it is ! · 

Iv1 o T HER. 

You feel the fatisfaB:ion of having 
performed fame [mall good. Are you 
not happier than if the poor little cre-
1:ure had died through your fault ? 

EM IL Y. 

Yes, Mamn1a. I iliould have been 
very forry for it. 

I\10 THE R. 

You fee what would become of you, 
fhould all who are ftronger than yourfelf 
do you even the fn1alleft injury. I atn 
:fhonger than you ; your Governefs is 
fl:ronger than you---- .. 

EM 1 LY .. 

To be fure, every body is ftronger 
than I. 

MOTHER. 

So that if we did not take a pleafure in 
doing good; and if, inftead of taking de-

,f 



-36 C O N PE R S A T IO N S Con. 1I1, 

light in .fhielding you from harn1, and 
protecting your weaknefs, we .fhould 
divert ourfelves by pinching you, pulling 

- you by the ears, and tearing your hair, 
what would beco1ne of you ? 

EMILY. 
Oh! Mamma ! I-Iow miferable I fhould bel . 

1\10 THE R. 
You perceive then the i1nportance of 

ha,bituating yourfelf betimes to the plea­
f ure of doing good: for in your turn you 
will be the ftrongef'c; and if your heart 
fhudder not to do evil, you will do it, and 
be hated. Hitherto . you have power 
over infects only : n1ake ufe of it for 
their good. 

EMILY. 
I will not forget it, Mamma. I did 

not know that a fly f uffered as we do; but 
is it as naughty to teaze a fly as a human 
creature l 

MOTHER. 
No, but you muft learn to reveretice 

the feelings of the moft minute pro-
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duttions of Providence. A fly, a dog, a 
tree, all are his works. 

EMILY. 

I am likewif e his work. 

MoT HER. 

When you tear off the leg or wing of 
.a fly, it is not in your power to repair the 
pain you have caufed it to fuffer. If you 
ftrip a tree of its bark, it is not · in your 
power to prevent its decay; it is • 1ike 
tearing off your Jkin. · 

EM l LY. 

Then it muft hurt thern greatly ? 

MOTHER. 

You fee it does. You ought not then 
to hurt them without neceffity or reafon, 
you cannot find the leaft pleaf ure in 
it. The ignorance and heedleffnefs of 
young perfons is the caufe of their doing 
fo much mifchief without knowing it ; 
but now that I have taught you to re­
flect, you can no longer be guilty, with­
_out !hewing a very ba1 difpofition. 

. EMILY. 

Yes, it would be faid that I was cruel., 
~nd wicked; would it not, Mam1na ? 

VoL. I. D 
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MOTHER. 

There would be grounds to form the' 
fame opinion of you as was entertain­
ed of Domitian. 

EMILY. / 

vVho was -Domitian ? 
MOTHER. 

He was a Rorpan · Emperor, ·, :whofo 
only delight, when a child, was tq -kill 
flies, and· torture ani1nals ; he nev€r 
could be cured of it. 

EMILY. , i 

I ihould have a bad opinion of a child 
who would not i1nprove. · 

MOTHER. 

And with reaf on : thus Domitian went 
on in vice ; and when he became Em­
peror, he only made ufe of his power to 
tonnent men, and do as much injury 
to them, as he had done to flies in his 
youth. He co1nmitted the moft horrid 
cri1nes. He was . cruel, and deteftable.; 
at laft he · was affaffinated, and 'his name 
is ftill odious. 

EMILY. 

I believe it; and I am f ure he deferved 
it, 1\1a1nma; I fuould like to ·read his 
hiftory. 

MO T HER. 

You will find it in the Ro1n an hiftory, 
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we will read • it together, and afterward 

the hifrory of cr'itus, who was a pattern of 

virtue and goodnefs ; when he happened 

to pafs a day without doing any good, 

he uied to fay, Friends, I have lofl a dr!)' ! 

EMILY. 

W .e ought to love him. \¥ as he alfo 

a Ron1an Emp~ror ? 

!viOTHER. 

Yes. He reigned before Domitian. 

You muft tell me what you think of 

both. 
EMILY. 

Oh! that will not be difficult. I think 

I ihall like cr'itus beft.---Oh ! lVIamma ! it 
rains!· it rains! make hafte ! let us go in. 

MOTHER. 

·vvhy fo? It is very warm. It is only 

a few drops, and will not laft, we may ftay 
- here. Our cloaths being linen will not 

fpoil. 
EMILY. 

But the rain falls on my face, and I do 
not like it. 

MOTHER. 

As it cannot hurt you, I advif~ you 

not to mind f o fmall an inconvenience. 

D 2 
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Would you like to be thought con­
ceited? 

EMILY .• 
No, Mamma; fince you ftay, fo wjU 

I.---Mamma, could I do good to any 
one? 

MOTHER ~ 
Certainly. 

EMILY. 
To whom? In what ? vVill you tell 

me? 
MOTHER, 

In the firft place, you may do go0d by 
conducting yourfelf with prudence, do­
cility, and rni1dnefs toward your Go­
vernefs. 

EMILY. 
And fo I may---

lv10 T HER. 
vVhen you ar.e troublefor,.~ e and out of 

humour in rny abfence, you make her 
unhappy, and oblige her to. talk to yon 
inceffantly, which fatigues her, and 
makes her ill ; and is but an ungrateful 
return for the care fhe takes of you ; be­
fide, as we have good and compaffionate 
hearts, it is a vexatious and affi1cl:ing 
thing1 to fe e a little gi rl torrnent herfe lf, 
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and oblige us to vex her when we wifu to 
111ake her life peaceful and happy. 

EM J LY. 

But if my Governefs would let 1ne do 
as I like, fue need not fatigue herfelf f o 
much, and then how would it be ? 

MOTHER. 

She would then neglect her duty, lofe 
the confidence placed in her, and be 
diffatisfied with herfelf; becaufe fhe would 
reproach herfelf for all the evil that 
ihould befal you .. 

EMILY. 

Would any -evil happen to 1ne then ? 

MOTHER. 

Can you doubt it? Whenever you walk 
in the garden, for example, you would, 
were you left to yourfelf, eat all the fn1it, 
whether ripe or green, that was within 
your reach, which would make you ill, 
and perhaps occafion your death. 

EMILY • . 

Oh ! yes ,! I know very well that if I 
were hot hindered fron1 eating fruit be­
tween meals, I fhould not fail to do it. 

; 
D 3 
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MOTHER. 
You know it becaufe you · are told fo ; 

but that being ineffe~al, we have hin­
dered you from doing it. I have pro­
vided a Governefs for -you, to fupply by 
h_er :eafon and experience your defi­
c1enc1es. 

EMILY. 
You are very good, Mamma.---See ! 

you were right; .the rain is already over 
---Still, however, Mamma, every thing 
that is taught me is by your order, and 
were I left to myfelf when I did not like 
to apply, I ihould not be f o tormented. 

MOTHER. 
True, but I ihould ; becaufe I fhould 

neglect my duty, and be miferable. 

EMILY. 
Have you alf o duties to fulfil, Mam­

ma? 
MOTHER. 

Certainly. It is my duty to watch 
over you, to correct your errors, to ihew 
you the inconveniences arifing from 
thern, and to caution you againft, and 
reprimand you for doing wrong ; other -
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wife when you are grown up, you 1night 
fay to me, A1amma, I have faults which 
render others miferable as well as my/elf. 
It is now too late to mend; you fpoiled me 
by letting me do what I liked; it is your 
fault · if I behave ill; your compliance has 
i:Jeen hurtful to me ; I fhould end my days 
with the regret of having committed an 
irreparable error. Thus you fee you have 
it in your power to do a further good, by 
improving frorn my advice, and laying 
up for me a happy and peaceable old age. 
I fhall carry to my grave the fatisfacl:ion 
of having beftowed my cares on one not 
ungrateful ; and I fhall glory in the 
virtues you take pains to acquire . 

EMILY. 

Oh ! my dear Mamma ! let me k ifs 
you. How good I will be! how I will 
love you! Tell me, tell me, pray do, 
Mamma, every method by which 1 can 
do good. 

MOTHER. 

Oh! they are numberlefs. To inftance 
only one, you may relieve the poor, 
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EMILY. 
But how? I have no money. 

MO T'"H ER. 
I never refufe it for that purpofe ; but 

there are many ways of relieving them. 
EMILY. 

Oh 1 yes ! by fhewing that we feel for 
their hardihips, and comforting them 
when they fuffer. 

MOTHER. 
By fpeaking civilly to them, when we 

are obliged to refufe them the alms they 
aik for, and expreffing regret in not being 
able to fatisfy them. 

E M IL Y. 
But they get nothing by that. 

Mo THE R. 
True; ftill if you add to their mif­

f ortunes a harih and. rude refufal, you 
increafe thern. It is alre~dy fuffic iently 
mortifying to ftretch forth the hand to 
beg, without augmenting their ihame by 
your rudenefs. Thofe only who afk 
without caufe or neceffity, are undeferving 
that any meafures fuould be kept with 
then1. 

EMILY. 

Why fo, Mamma ? 
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MOTHER. 

Becaufe it is idlenefs or meannefs of 
f pirit which induces them to do it ; and 
then we ought neither to give them any 
thing, nor treat them with any delicacy, 
becaufe it is wrong to encourage vice. 

EMILY. 

Is it wrong"in thofe who are not poor 
to afk for other things befide money ? 
For example when I afk you for any 
thing, am I wrong ? 

MOTHER. 

No, we may afk a father or mother for 
every thing we want; nay, we ought to 
do fo; but otherwife we fhould nei­
ther afk or receive from any one. There 
is fo rnuch fhatne attending it,, that well­
bred people would rather go withou~ 
even necdfaries, than apply for them to 
any but their parents. 

EMILY. 

But I do not underftand that. 

MOTHER. 

Are you in a fituation to 111ake a re­
turn for prefents that n1ay be 111ade you, 
or to 111ake any of equal value to others? 
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EMILY. 

No, for· -I have not any thing. 

MOTHER. 

Then you have no right to receive 
the1n; becaufe you thereby contract an 
obligation which you cannot cancel. 

EMILY. 

~ut if I had n1oney---
. MOTHER, 

It would then be the fl1orteft way to 
purchafe what you want, and not· lay 
yourfelf under an obligation to another. 

EMILY. 

J\ .. nd why £hould we be a.fhamed to afk 
f9r what we wi{h to have ? 

l\10 THE R. 

By fo doing you place yourfelf in the 
clafs and the fa '.ne degree of humiliation 
with thofe wretches who a-0.( without ne­
cefiity. Do you itnagine it can be very 
pleafing to infpire the fentiment of pity? 

EMILY. 

No. 
MOTHER. · 

Thofe who afk from neceffity, infpire 
pity; thofe who afk without neceffity ~n­
fpire contempt. 
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EMIL V. 

I am glad I know that. 
MOTHER. 

Let us go in, Emily; it grows late. We 
will now refre.fh thefe poor ihrubs which 
fuffer greatly from the drought. The 
rain did not laft ; we muft water the1n. 

EMIL y: 
Can fhrubs fuffer? 

MOTHER. 

Certain I y ! See how they are faded 
and dried up by the heat of the fun. 
Tl).ey are thirfty. They alfo are the 
work of Providence. I find pleafure in 
giving the1n relief. 

EMILY. 

Are plants animals ? 
MOTHER. 

No, they are called vegetables . 
. EMILY. 

What does that mean, Mamma? 

MOTHER. 

I will tell you prefently. Go and 
gather that ftalk off pinach which you fee 
yonder higher than the reft, and bring it 
to 1ne. 

EMILY. 

It is full of little feeds. 
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MOTHER. 
Thofe little feeds are gathered and 

dried in the fun till there is no moifture 
left in them., and then are put into the 
earth., which is called /owing the grain. 
When it has lain there fome time1 it 
f prings out of the ground in this form. 
All plants thus produced from feed, 
kernel., or nut, and which at longer or 
fhorter periods, ihoot forth in roots, 
leaves, flowers, fruits, ears, ano ftalks, are 
called vegetables. 

EMILY. 
A tree is---What is a tree, Ma1nma? 

MOTHER. 
It is a vegetable. 

EM I.LY. 

But a tree has no feed? 

MOTHER. 
I will ihew you that it has. Go and 

change your drefs., and help n1e to water 
thefe beds of flowers. 
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FOUR'I'H CONVERSA'I'JON. 

MOTHER. 

WHAT is the matter with you, Emily? 

you are melancholy. 

EMILY. 

Yes, Ma1nn;1a. 
MOTHER. 

Are you not glad to fee 1ne again ? 

. EMILY. 

Indeed I am---but---
M o THE R. 

But what? 
EM i LY. 

I do not deferve your kindnefs, in con-= 
verfing. with me ·ro-d'a y. 

MOTHER: 

vVhy f o, child ? 
EM I LY. 

Becaufe the whole time you were ab~ 
V 01,, I. E 
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fent---N ow pray, Mamma, do not oblige 
1ne to tell you. I arn fo forry for what I 
have done, that I dare not confefs · it. 

MOTHER. 

If you be fenfible of your fault, and 
forry for it, I hope you will do fo no 
lTIOre. 

EMILY. 

I promife yqu I never will; and I hav~ 
begged 1ny Governefs to put me in r::nind, 
fhould I forget it. 

MOTHER. 

You are right. It is the true f ecret of 
amendment. The wicked only forget 
the evil they commit. When virtuous 
perfons err, they call to mind their er­
rors, to prevent a repetition of them. 
But tell rne wpat you have done. You 
know that good advice may guard you 
from future mifchief. 

EM r vY. 
I will obey you, Mamma, and tell you 

all. It is however very hard ! Well, 
Mamma, I have not done one fingle thing 
you ordered me ! I have done no.thing 
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but play, and trifle away'the \vhole n1orn­
ing, and I have learned nothing. 

1-10 TH ER. 

Did not your Governefs endeavour to 

prev;iil on you to work? 

EMILY. 

Oh l yes l My poor Governefs g3,ve 
herfelf a great deal of trouble to in­
duce me to i:, but it was of no ufe : 
I do not know what I could be thinking 
of; I did not liflen to her, and th:1t is 
what gives rne the 1noft uneafinefs, for 
it was very naughty. 

MOTHER. 

Indeed it :.Has. I ho?e at leaCT: you did 
not take her counfels amifs. 

EMILY. 

Oh! no, Ma1nt i.1a ! One may neglect 
good a~hTice, but one cannot take it ill; 
befide, it is by your order that rny Go­
vernefs talks to ro e. 

MOTHER. 

\Vell, and what is now to be done ? 
for you know, it is not enough to be 
forry for a fault, without making fome 
reparation for it. 

E 2 
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EMILY. 
To be fure, Mamma, but how ? I will 

fubmit to any puniihment you fhall think 
proper to impofe. 

:tViOT HER. 
I arn not fond of punifnment. 

EMILY. 
So my Governefs fays. 

MOTHER. 
It is proper only for 1.mtracrable, ana 

fervile difpofitions. Are you of that 
nrnnGtr? 

E ! j L Y. 

I rnould not Eke to be fo. 
rlf. 0 T HE:!<.., 

Is loft ti:1-:e rc!?";.i: ned bv prn:.iflnren .. ? '-' , .,... , 
..rJ ;(~ I L 1:1" . 

N o) :rvfa.mrna. 
rv~ 0 T H I. • • 

But as you h2.,ve fpen t m p.1a.y t;1e 
ti :ne aHotted fo r work ; c:o you not think 
it ju8: that you ih ouid employ in iludy 
the tirne uf ually p :d?.ed in c1.n1ufem ent? 

EM ILY. 

·Yes, Mamtna. 
MOTHER. 

You muft then read with attent ion . 
Sit down by 111e, and read aloud ; and 
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fuch words as you do not underftand, a{k 

me to explain to you. 

EMILY. 

Mamma, I ,.,vill ring, and tell my Go­

vernefs to bring my book. 

MOTHER. 

It is not worth while to difturb her. 

Take one from that {helf---that which you 

fee at the end of the fecond loweft ihelf. 

EMILY. 

Is it this, Marn1na? 
MOTHER. 

Yes. Bring it to me. 
EMILY. 

Ma1nroa, it is Moral Tales. 
MoT HER. 

S-o 1nuch the better ; it will an1ufe us. 
EMILY. 

Vv hich ihall I read ? 
MOTHER. 

T'he firft. 
EMILY. 

Oh! Mamn1a ! 
MOTHER. 

What now? 
EM IL Y. 

It is----Let us read the fecond., Man-:­

rna? 
E 3 
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MOTHER. 
W-hy not the firH:? 

EM I LY. 

Ma111ma, it is the Naughty Girl--­
M OTHER. 

V\T ell, we £hall fee if it bring to our 
recollection any of our acquaintance. 

EMILY.· 

Muft I read aloud ? 
1\1 0 THE R. 

\Vithout doubt; and pronounce dif­
tin8:ly. 

EM r LY (reads.) 
c, In a provinci~l city, neariy as rich 

cc and populous as Paris, a 1nan of qua­
cc lity who had quitted the army, lived 
" with his lady. They had confiderable 
er; poffeffions in the city, befide an efrate 
" at a fmall diftance fro1n it. They 
" ·tenderly loved each other, and almoft 
'' -adored their only daughter, a child of 
" feven years old, who was the only one 
" left of three they had had. Their 
" whole care was centered in her edu­
ce cation ; but as her improvernent was 
c, not equal to it) they left town and re­
cc fided wholly at their colmtry feat, that 
cc they 1night not be interrupted from 
·" attending to fo d_ifficult an undertak-
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" i?g. Fearful of injuring the reputa­

" non of their child) by c;xpofing her 

" bad difpofition, they concealed the 
0

' motives of their retirement. Their 

" refo]ution was condemned, and divers 

" judgments were forrned thereon. It 
" is to be fuppofed) faid fome, that thejr 

" affairs are deranged, and how could it 

" be otherwife ? They lived at an ex­

" ceffive expence, kept open houfe, per­

" formed aces of benevolence, unknown 

<c to any body. Generofity is certainly 

" a virtue ; but it is likewife prudent to 

" reckon vvith onefe1f, or you fee what 

" mufi: be the confequence. No, faid 

" another, their affair; are jn very good 

" order; I rather think the Count d'Orville 

cc is jealous of his wife. Jealous, indeed ! 

" rejoined a th ird ; fhe is fo very re­

cc ferved ! fhe is prudence itfelf ! " ---

Mamma, what is being jealous ? 

MOTHER. 

The fear of not being preferred to 

others. 

EMILY. 

Is it pretty to be j ealo,,us ? 
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MOTHER. 
I afk you. What is your opinion ? 

i::i' .,__,l\1JLY. 
No. I think it muft: be very un­

comfortable. 
MOTHER. 

I think f o too. 
EMILY. 

Then, I will not be jealous. * 
MOTHER. 

Go on with your reading. 
EM r LY ( reads.) 

,.. 

" She is prudence itfe-lf. I do not 
" clifpute it, replied the firft; but there 
" muH: be fon1e rnotive which we cannot 
" aifcover for f uch an extraordinary pro­
" ceeding. They have even faid, they 
" ihall not receive any company, ex­
ec cept a few intimate friends; and there 
" muft be fome reafon for all this. 
cc But, gentlemen, faid another more 
" moderate than the reft, why ihould we 
cc judge fo ra:fhly, and wifh to fcrutinize 
" the affairs of others? S11ppofe the 
" Count and Countefs d'Orville renounce 

'!!, Adj ec:l: i,,es, in the French languas r, being fufcep ible of 
various inflexi ons, which only point c.ut the difference of the 
gender; ar.d, Ajeftives in the Englifh lan£uage not admitting of fuch inflexions , the tranflator is un der the neceility of omit­
ting a few paffages,. in which the mo•her correc:l:s the child for 
:making ufe of the wurd j ... i/o;,x, in the mafcuiine, i i1ftead of the 
fcm:nine .jalo11fa, 
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cc the great world, to watch more nar­

« rowly over the education of their 

" daughter, what would you fay to it ?--­

" That is very unlikely---had they fuch 

cc a motive they would make it known, 

" but to quit all the channs of fociety 

(( for a child of feven years old.---What 

" an extravagant ide a. ! If they provide 

" food and cloaths for her, allow ,her pro­

« per mafters, whip her whtm lhe thinks 

'~ proper to have her ·own way> and give 

" :he-r a doll to keep he r quiet, they dif­

,, charge all the obligations of a parent; 

" and thofe who do more, are very good 

' ' indeed." 
EMIL Y . 

Is that the general opinion of the 

V\'Orld ? 
1\10 T HER. 

Nearly; and if the child only gave 

occafion for fuch falfe judg ments, I can­

not but think her fufficiently rcprehenfible. 

EM I LY (reads.) 

---" Thofe who do more, are very 

" good indeed. Befide, I heard fr01n 

" a footman, who lived in the family, 

" that the ymrng lady is obflinate , and 

" headilrong, fo that ihe is undefenring· 

" their attention."--- ' 

1"hr footman was a very p rating fellow. 
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MOTHER. 
That is not uncommon. 

EMILY . 
If I had been in the Count's placr, I 

W,)uld have made hi1n hold his tongue . 
MOTHER. 

How would you have done that? and 
by what authority could you prevent a 
man fron1 faying what is true, and what 
he daily fees. 

EMILY. 
But we ought not to fpeak ill of any 

one. 
MOTHER. 

True, in regard to ourfelves; but we 
cannot always irnpofe filence on others. 
Would it not be the ihorteft way to be­
have well, that thofe who cannot be 
.filent, might only f peak in our praife ? 

, vVhen we behave ill, we expofe ourfr ives 
to flander. 

EMILY. 
What., Ma1nma ! when -I have done 

wrong, do all your fervants talk of it ? 
MOTHER. 

\Vhen you do right, you have nothing 
to fear from tell-tales; therefore always 
do the beft you poffibiy can, that you 
n1ay not be uneaf y ref pecting what is faic.r 
.of you. 
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EMILY. 

I will go on, Mamma. 
( She reads.) 

" The Count and Countefs d'Orville 

" were not ignorant of all that was faid 

cc of them; but fatisfied with their own 

" intentions, and in the hope of forming 

cc their daughter to virtue, they fet out, 

cc not to return till they could introduce 

cc her to the world, without any prejudice 

cc to herfelf. The better to excite her · 

cc ernulation, they took with them one of 

cc their little nieces, who was nearly the 

cc fame age as their daughter, and whofe 

cc name was Pauline de Per feuil. The 

cc Countefs took alfo an indigent woman 

cc of good family, whofe manners and 

- cc character ihe was well acquainted with, 

" whom ihe promifed to provide for ; 

" and made her Governefs to her <laugh-

" ter and niece." . 

EMILY. 

What is manners, M~mma ? 
, 

Mo THE R. 

It is a word that alone expreifes the 

refult of the whole conduct of any one. 

'\Ve fay virtuous manners, ill manners., 

amiable manners, &c.---
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E M 1 L Y (reads.) 
" Mifs d'Orville, was idle, felf-w-illed, 

" and obfrinate; flever expreifed the 
" leafr tendernefs for her parents., and 
" paffed her whole time in amuf mn~nt 
" and drefa. No fo0ner was ihe ipoken 
" to refpecring her le;arning, or her 
cc duties, than :fhe indulged her ill-hu­
" n1our; :fhe cried, and fobbed; and r,iot 
u a day paffed, in which ili.e . d.i<l, not de­
(< ferve two or three mortifying punifh~ 
'' n1c.=mq;" ---

EMILY. 
You fee, Ma1nma, tho- hiftorian of 

Mifs d'Orville approves of puniihm~nts. 
MOTHER. 

I a1n no friend to them. 

EMILY (reads.) 
cc Pauli.ne, on the contrary, was obliging 

' and polite to all. _She never received 
cc advice without gratitude and thanks, 
cc to the perfon who gave it her. She 
cc made a ~ifible progrefs in every ac­
" complifh1nent ; in fii©rt, ihe was as 
" much bel0ved and careffed, as little 
" d'Orville was detefted, who, jealot1s 
" of the preference given to Pauline, 
" had not the ftnfe to difcern, that i 
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" was in her power to be equally be­
" loved, by amending her errors, and 
" correcting her ill humours; but ihe 
cc preferred laying the bla1ne on others, 
" to a generous acknowledgement of it 
cc in herfelf. I--Ier Papa and Ma1nma 
cc repeatedly faid to her, My child, you 
" will be miferable all your life. Other 
cc parents, lefs indulgent than we are, 
cc would have already abandor.ed you. 
" It is in your own power to enjoy the 
cc lot of your coufin. You fee how hap­
cc py ihe is ; and ihe is f o, only becauf e 
" ihe is good and tractable. Mifs 
" d'Orville fcarcely liftened to what was 
" faid, and returned to her learning 
" or her play without mending. Four 
~~ years were thus fpent in tears, ill­
" humour, and mifery. Her parents 
" finding her incorrigible, at length 
<c treated her with great feverity; and 
" Mifs d'Orville became fo unhappy, that 
" ihe began to make fome reflections. 
" Her coufin had acquired every kind of 
" accompliihment. She had read much; , 
'' learned many things ; · and fhe now; 
" began to re-ap the fruit of the pains 
" fhe had taken. She fully underftood 
" every converfation when admitted to 

VoL. I. F 
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" company; and when alone, fhe ex­
ec perienced no liftleffnefs becaufe ihe 
n knew how to employ her time. Mu­
,c fie, drawing, and work, fucceeded each 
'" other_; one occupation gave place to 
c-c another; and being never idle, fhe 
'" was never out of temper. 

" One day, as the Count and Countefs 
cc were wall(ing in the garden with their 
'" daughter and niece, it happened that 
cc Mifs d'Orville, being as ufual, in a bad 
cc hmnour, 1nade an impertinent anfwer 
" to her coufin. Her Papa and Mamma, 
H after obliging her to afk her coufin's 
" pardon, fent her to her chamber : To 
'"' whicli. ibe could not go without crof­
« fi.~g the falloon.. A gentleman and 
" two ladies had remained there to finiih 
" a party at cards. Little d'Orville, who 
H knew they were in the room, dared 
" not appear before them. She fat 
i, down · on- the ftep juft without the 
" door., and did no_t move left fhe fhould 
" be perceived. In effect, thofe who 
" were in the falloon, did not fufpecl fhe 
H was fo near. They were talking of 
cc her. What a difference, faid one of 
cc the ladies, there is between Pauline 
cc and little tl:Orville. ! Pauline is 1nild, 
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(C affectionate, attentive, and accom­
" pli!hed---She is a charrning character l 
" Little d'Orville is headflrong, and paf­
" fionate; fi1e is unfeeling, idle, and ig­
" norant; {he loves no one, and no one 
cc loves her, nor ever will. I have ad­
" vifed her father twenty times, to put 
« her in a convent for life. She is not 
" fie to live in the world. For my pan, 
" faid the other lady, !he is fo odious to 
" me, that when {he is prefent, I turn 
cc rny head another way. A little dif­
" .agreeable -thing !---Is it poff1ble {he 
" can be infenfible to the anxiety ihc 
" daily occauons to her father and 1no­
" ther? I have feen the Countefs weep 
" rnore than once with anguifh at the · 
" perverfe difpofition of her daug!1ter. 
" You may reproach yourfe]f in a de­
" gree, Baron, faid ihe, to a gentle1nan 
" who was at cards. There is a kind of 
" inhumanity in talking and playing 
" with her ;---D1e does not deferve it. 
" She has not the fenfe to fee you are 
" making a jeft of her, that you entertain 
" yourfelf with her follies and her faults, 

F 2 
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" and that you are very little interefl:ed 
" in her welfare. Indeed, Madam, replied 
" the Baron, ihe is neither my daughter 
" nor my niece ; and God forbid I ever 
" ihould have a wife like her' ! ihe de­
H ferves no confideration. I think I 
" would pay her board in a convent if 
« her father would clear the houfe of 
" her ; but fince fnc is l\ere, I may at 
" leaft amufe 1nyfelf with her folly. 
" Could I fuppofe ihe would ever be 
" otherwife, I would not treat her fo 
" like a puppet." ---

EMI LY. 

So ! fo ! I a1n glad I know ti1at ! I 
k now fo =nebody who is always talking, 
and laughing w:th me) whc-: ther I defervc 
it or not. Perhaps he takes rn e for a 
puppet. 

M OT H ER. 
I hope I m ay flatter 1nyfelf no on e 

looks on you with the fan1e eyes as little 
d' Orvil!e. 

EMILY. 

I hope fo too, Mam rna; but let us fe.e 
how it ends. I t begins to be very m-,.., . 
tere1tmg. 

(EMILY reads.) 
" A puppet---This converfation made 

" an impre.(fion on M ifs d'Or<t·ille_, and_ 
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" opened her eyes to her own conduEt. 
" She was then twelve years old, and 
" was fenfible it was n1ore than time fhe 
" fhould mend. She entered the falloon 
" drowned in tears. She threw herfelf 
cc at the ladies feet. Yes, ladies, faid 
" fhe, I deferve all you have faid ; but 
" I afk for your forgivenefs ; indeed I 
" will be good. I a1n determined every 
" one !hall fpeak as well of me jn fu­
cc ture, as of my coufin. Do not give 
cc me up ! affift me, I conjure you, to 
" obtain forgivenefs of n1y Papa and 
(C Mamma, whofe health I have injured! 
" how unworthy I an1 of their goodnefs ! 
" how 1niferable I am! never, never, 
" !hall I make an1ends for my faults ! 
cc She had fallen to the ground, and was 
cc aln1oft choaked with her fobs ; but her 
cc tears flowed, not as before, from fpite 
" and ill hmnour;. her he.art was. truly 
" affecred, and her tears were the effeEt 
" of repentance. The ladies, aftonifhecl 
" at the change, and moyed by the 
" voluntary confeffion fhe made of her . 
cc faults ( for this was the firft time fhe 
" owned herfelf wrong,) began to have 
cc a better opinion of her. They raifed 
" her, and one of them faid, Mifs d'Or-

F 3 
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" 'Ville, If you be really fenfible of, and 
« feel your errors, as I hope, for your 
" own fake you do, you may ftill im­
cc prove, and in time, bec01ne as amiable 
" as your coufin ; but it will be no eafy 
cc tafk : I own I have no great hopes of 
cc you ; and were I your mother, I would 
" not forgive you till I was fatisfied of 
fr the fincerity of your good refolutions." 

EMILY. 
'""---Mamma ! 

MOTHER. 
My dear? 

EMILY. 
That lady was very unkind; her chil­

dren muft be very unhappy. 
MOTHER • 

.She .had none. 
EMILY. 

So much the better! I dare fay, Mifs 
d'Orville will mend. We £hall fee. 

(EMILY reads.) 
cc Mifs d'Orville replied: Madan1, I do 

" ··not expect my Papa and Mamma 
" 1fl10).]]d treat 1ne as they do my coufin ; 
'' all I require is, that they will permit 
" me to throw myf elf at their feet, and 
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cc affift me., as you alfo, ladies, to make 

" reparation for my errors. And you, 
' cc Sir, faid {he, to the Baron, will per­

cc haps, in time, fee that I am worthy 
" of fmne confideration. Young lady, 
" replied he., as you did not ref peB: 
cc yourfelf, I was of opinion, others 
cc might be difpenfed frorn refpecting 
'-' you. I would not, however, place 
cc any confidence in you. Forgive me! 

" I deferve all thefe n1ortifications, re­
" joined Mifs d'Orville, and muft bear 
,cc them patiently. The lady who had 
" not yet fpoken, faid to her friend, 
" in a whifper, Had you children of your 
" own, you would be lefs fevere with this, 
" and would affifr her in keepip.g her 
-" good refolutions. A fincere repen-

" tance deferves to be encouraged~'-=-
E M IL Y. 

Oh ! what a good lady !---I like ·her 
---Where was I ?---Oh!---

(EMILY reads.) -
" A fincere repentance deferves to be 

,;, encouraged. She took Mifs d'Orville 

'' by the hand. Corne hither., my dear, 
,, faid fhe, this .is the firft 1noment I ever 
,, felt myf elf intere{1:ed for you. I will 
,, conduct you to your Mamma. Little 
'' d'Orville flew to her arms; Oh! Ma .. 
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" dam, how greatly I a1n indebted to 
" you ! indeed you will never repent of 
" your kindnefs. 

" In a moment, Mifs d'Orville loft 
" that infolent air which dif gufted every 
" one. She hefitated to approach her 
" Papa and Mamma. She trembled, 
" not as before, with the dread of pu­
ce nifument, but with fha1ne, infpired 
" by a fenfe of her faults. They re­
cc ceived her with kindnefs; fhe was 
" penetrated with gratitude. Her 1no­
cc ther preffed her tenderly in her arms, 
« and faid, Oh! my child, I conjure 
" thee not to render thyfelf miferable ! 
cc l\1ay thy refolutions be durable! and 
" mayeft thou never reproach thyfelf for 
cc the death of thy mother! 1~hy con­
cc duct has ruined my health. What 
cc would becon1e of thee, fhouldft thou 
" lofe me through thy fault? Thou 
" wouldft be an object of horror! N·o 
" one wou1d look upon thee---The whole 
cc world would avoid thee! thou wouldft 
u wifh to flee from thyfelf1 but thy re­
" morfe vvould every where purfue thee. 
,, Mifs d'Orville melted into tears, fob­
,, bed ; and prefiing her hand, exclaimed, 
,, Mamma ! Mamma ! pity me ! pity 
, rne ! I will make a1nends for all t 
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" In effect, from that moment, fue turn­
" ed all her thoug~ts to the improve­
" ment of her difpofition. She had 
" more d-ifficulty than another; but fue 
" at length fucceeded. She applied to 
cc her learning, and at the expiration of 
« two years, gained a flight knowledge 
" of what her coufin was perfe&ly mif­
" trefs of; for tirne loft cannot wholly 
cc be regained; but credit was given her 
" for the efforts fue made, and above 
" all, for having amended her te111per. 
'' They began to il1ew her fome marks 
cc of eftee1n and attention. The Baron no 
cc longer treated her as a child, or prefu1n­
"' ed to ·behave familiarly to her, but con .. 
" verfed with her with that refpelt, and 
" delicacy, which every one obferves to­
" ward young ladies; and which is never 
" violated but in confequence of their own 
" mifbehaviour. The Count and Coun~ 
<< tefs d'Orville, eager to efface the dif­
cc agreeable irnpreffions which the world · 
" had entertained of their daughter, not ... 
" withftanding all their precautions, now 
" quitted their country feat. They re ... 
" turned to town, and every one was 
cc ready to beftow on Mifs d'Orville th½ 
" ·praifes fhe deferved. She will foon 
H be married; and it is not doubted but 
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' .fhe will fettle advantageoufly. Pauline 
" was married laft year. She is fuperior 
" to her coufin in knowledge and ac­
" compliiliment, becaufe fhe did not, 
cc like her, lofe five years of her life, 
cc which fhe could not call back , and 
(C the value of which Mifs d'Orville knew 
" no~, till it was too late/' 

EMILY. 
That is all, Mamma. I never read 

that ftory all through before. 

MOTHER. 
Well, what do you fay to it? 

EMILY. 
I fay, that we ought not to lofe our 

t in1e as Mifs d'Orville did. 

MOTHER. 
You then fee that your morning muil: 

not be loft; for the time Mifs d'Orv ille 
loft was but a continuation of mif-fpent 
mornings. Is it in your power to recall 
one of thof e mornings ? 

EMILY . 
Oh! dear! no, Mamma ! but I can 

do better in future. 

MOTHER. 
But that which is paft, is loft. Go to 

your table, and write till dinner ti1ne. 

., 
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EMILY. 

Mamma, I want to a!k you one thing, 
refpecl:ing what I have been reading. 

MOTHER. 

We will talk on that f ubjecl: during 
our walk after .dinner. 

EMILY. 

But fuppofe you fuould have company? 
---Mamma, I have a great defire to let a 

certain perfon read that ftory---a gentle­
man who is always bringing me oranges 
from Mr.Harlequin ;---you know whom?---

M OTHER. 

Yes, I know whom you mean ; but I 
cannot think it neceffary. 

EMILY. 

Why, Mamma? 

MOTHER. 

We will talk of that by-and-by. You 
have no more ti1ne than will be needful 
for your writing between this and dinner. 
Do not lofe it . 

. «® 
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FIF'f'H CONVERSA'I'ION. 

~--J 

EMILY. 

MAMMA! Mammal let me come 
and kifs you ! 

MOTHER. 
Moft willingly; but you will tell me 

on what account? 
EMILY. 

Yes, Mamma; it is becaufe I well de­
ferve it; it is becaufe I am very learned 
now. I know three things more than I 
did. 

MOTHER. 
Three things ! indeed ! that is a great 

deal. Are they worth knowing ? Are 
they ufeful ? 

·, 

EMILY. 
You £hall fee, Mamma---1 know there 

are four elements, fire, air, earth, and 
water. 

MOTHER. 
Well! 
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EMILY. 

Yes, Mamma, it is very true ; and ele­
ment means active principle. You fee 
how well I remember; but that is not 

alt 
MOTHER. 

We111 
EMILY. 

Now, do liften, my dear Mamma. 
There areJ befide, three things which are 
called the three kingdoms. The vegetable 
kingdom, that you were fo good as to ex­
plain to 1ne the other day; fuch as fruit, 
trees, every thing that is fown or planted, 
you know. And then there is the mine­
ral kingdom, which confifts of _frones, gold, 
filver, and iron, which are called mi­
nerals, and are found under ground ; and 
then the animal one, as all animals, 
beafts, fifh, · birds, and men; and that is 
·what the whole world is compofed of. 

MOTHER. 

And is it for this only I was to kifs you? 

EMILY. 

Yes to be f ure, 1ny dear Matnma. 
-~re you not delighted that I know all 
this ? I now know every thing that is 
in the world. 

Vo1. L. G 
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MOTHER. 

Do you think fo ? 
EMILY. 

Yes, Mam1na. Is there any thing elfe ? 
MOTHER. 

And to whom are you indebted for all 
this fine learning ? 

EMILY. 

Mamma, I will do myfelf the honour 
of telling you. But fay, 111y dear Main~ 
ma, are you not plea[ ed with me ? 

MOTHER. 

I am pleafed with your emulation; 
and the pleafore you have in fuppofing 
you have procured it to gratify 111e. I 
take it kindly of you, and even thank 
you for it. Nothing remains, but to ex­
amine whether, after having learned all 
this, it would not be better to for get 

- It. 
EMILY. 

vVhy fo, Mamma ? 
MOTHER. 

Becaufe I an1 fearful you do not un­
derftand one word of ·what you imagine 
you know f o well ; and nothing is f o 
dangerous ( ef pecially at your age) as to 
talk of things you do. not underfrand ... 
It is the fource of many inconveniences. 

.. 
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EMILY. 

But indeed, Niamma, I very 'Cll 
underftand every thing I have learned. 

MOTHER. 

We ihall prefently fee that. J_,et us 
refume our fubjeB:. Perhaps we ro ay 
talk together for a week, before yod 
cornprehend one of the bard words you 

have run over to me fo fluently. 

EMILY. 

Oh ! fo much the better, l\t1amma ! I 
do fo lo,ve to talk with you ! Befide, it has 
been raining all the morning. There can 
be no walking; and I hope nobody will 

c01ne. We fhall have plenty of ti1ne. 

MOTHER. 

Let us improve it. You fay then, that 
there are four elements? 

EMILY. 

Yes) Mamma. 'The fire, the air---

IVI OTHER. 

Softly, I go not [o faft. I fay, with 
Mr. Gobemouche, Let us underfl:and each 
other. 

(EMILY laughs heartily.) 

Mr.Gobenzouche !---What a droll na1ne ! 
VVho is Mr. G obemouche? 

G 2 
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MOTHER .. 

He is an original who has nothing to­
do with our converfation. We will talk. 
of him another time. We were faying,. 
there are four elements; are there but 
four? 

EMILY •. 

I do not know. I know but of four. 
MOTHER. 

And what are the operations of thofe· 
four elernents you do know of. 

EMILY~. 

011 ! l had forgotten. They fct the_ 
world a-going. 

MOTHER. 

But what is the world ?. 

EMI· LY._ 

Why, Marnrna, it is all this.---It is 
Paris; it is the Bois de Boulogne; 1t 1s 
St. Cloud ; that is all. 

MOTHER.. 

Is that all? The wodd then is not very 
large. Your four elements fet St. Cloud.,,. 
and the Bois de Bou!ogne a-going then r 
and how, pray ? 

EMILY. 

0 h ! I cannot tell .. 
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MOTHER. 

Behold your fcience already at a {land. 
Let us try to get into the channel again. 
Tell me what you know of the world? 
Of what is it c01npofed ? What do you 
fee in it ? 

EMILY. 

Fields, houfes, rivers, men, animals : 
are thof e things the world, Mamma ? 

MOTHER. 

Yes : all thofe things conftitute a part 
of the world. But if you caft your eyes­
above you, the heavens, the ftars, and 
many other things, of which I fhall not 
yet fpeak, 111ake alfo a part .of it : but 
to return to our ftory. You mentioned 
rivers : what are rivers ? 

EMILY. 

They are water. 

MOTHER. 

There is water in that decanter. Is 
that a river ? 

EMILY. 

No, Mamma ; however, 
water. 

. . 
a nver 1s 

. 
That 

MOTHER. 

is to fay---there 
G 3 

1s water 1.i. a 
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river; but what is needful to the forma­
tion of a river ? 

EMILY. 

Oh! I know; I remember my G-over­
nefs told me. At firft the w,i.ter rifes out 
of the earth, and forms a. little rivulet ;, 
and then this little rivulet increafes} and 

. increafes; and when it is - grown very 
large, it is called a river. Is it not,. 
Mamma? 

MO T'H ER. 

Now I underftand you. A river then 
is compofed of a great quantity of water 
which is continually flowing~---

E MIL Y~ 

What means continually flowing? 

MOTHER. 

It means that it nms in its bed, and 
continues on the furface of the earth from· 
the place whence it fprung, which is called 
its fource, till it meets with another river 
into which it erppties it'elf, and is loft 
by the mixture of their waters. 

EMILY .. 

And where does the Seine lofe itfelf? 
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MOTHER. 

The Seine e1npties itfelf into the fea; 
and on that account, is called a flood .. 
The difference between a flood and a 

river is, that floods fall into the fea, and 
rivers into floods or other rivers. 

EMILY. 

They fay, however, the tiver Seine? 

Mo TH ER. 

It may be fo ; yet it is a flood. Well, 
we have been talking an hour of water, 
and it is not certain that we yet know 
what it is. 

EMILY. 

It is what we drink and make tea of. 

MOTH E R. 

You now tell me its ufes., but not 
what it is. 

EM IL Y. 

I do not know, Mamn1a: will you be 
f o kind as to tell me ? 

MOTHER. 

My dear ! are you no wifer than a Par-· 
rot? The fame queftion afked in different 
tenns puzzles you. It is a pro-'.)f that 
you have no precif e idea affixed to what 
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you fay. You told rne juft now, that 
water was one of the four ele1nents of 
n.ature. 

EMILY. 

And fo I did. 

MOTHER. 

What is the quality that diftinguiihes it 
from the others ? · 

EMILY. 

I do not know, Mam111a. 

MOTHER. 

It is the being iiquid, or fluid. 

E .MJLY. 

So it is. 
MOTHER, 

Wjrh a little attention you might have 
difcovered that yourfelf. 

EMIL Y. 

Do you think f o, Ma111ma ? 

MOTHER. 

A liquid body is the oppofite to a folid 
one, which cannot be feparated and pene-
trated like the other. .. 

EMILY. 

I underftand yol1. But our four ele­
ments that fet the world a-going c 
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MOTHER. 

A propos ! In what manner do they 

fet the world a-going ? 
EMIL. Y. 

Oh ! Mamma, I faw n·othing of that .. 

MOTHER. 

My dear ! nothing of that ! Where wo 
it not ? 

EMILY .. 

1n the book I learned it fron1(> 

MOTHER. 

You learn it from a book? 

'EMILY .. 

Yes, Marmna. 
MOTHER. 

lZing the bell, Emily; let them bring 
f orne cold water in a bafon.: 

EMIL Y. 

\Vhat for, Mamma ? 
lVI OTHER. 

You will fee. ( Water is br()ught in a 
bafon.) Cmne hither, Emily, put your 
hand into it, and feel how cold it is. 

EMIL Y. 

It is very cold. 
MOTHER .. 

I will put my hands into this bafon_,, 
and let the1n re1nain there while we talk 
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of other things, and then you {hail fe e, 
Teil n1e frorn what book you drew fo 
n1uch k nowledge. 

EMI L Y. 

l\/Ia111rna, you know that yefrerday, 
when you carried 111e to Paris, you put 
n1y Governefs and me doviin at the P aJais 
Royal, while you went on bufinefs ? 

M O THER. 

vVell ! 
EMILY. 

I met Madam de Saly. We are very 
intimate you know, Mamma. She ihewed 
me a pretty little book that had been 
i;;iven her to read, and to a1nufe her. It 
is ~-ery pretty---it is all blue---and that 
,:ras in it; and I foon learned it, becaufe 
I thought to 111yfclf, Mamma will be fc) 
furprifed, and it will give her fo much 
pleafure. 

MOTHER. 

Enzily, we :fhould do right, I believe, 
not to quit each other ; and you ihall not 
g o out again without 111e. 

EMILY. 

Ah ! Mamma ! I £hall be fo glad! I 
will be very good. But why do you fay 
f o now ? Are you forry I learned the 
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d l 1 h . . ".) 'HTh elements an tne---t 1e w at 1s 1t ~ vv at 
do you call it, I learned befide ? 

MOTHER. 

I am not forry for it; but I would nol 
wifh you to beco1ne a parrot. 

EMILY. 

A Parrot ! a Parrot is a bird. 

MOTHER. 

Ye_t 1t is a bird that repeats the words . 
it hears; but knows not what it fays, be­
caufe it does not comprehend the words 
it pronounces ; and when young people 
repea,t, without thought, what they have 
h-eard, or read, as is -rhe cafe very fre ... 
quently, they are like Parrots. 

EMILY. 

But, lVIa1nma, when I aik an explana- ~ 
tion of things., I do not underftand, I a1n 
not like a Parrot ? 

MOTHER. 

True; but thofe are things that cannot 
be explained to y.:ou; becaufe you are 
not of an age to underftand them ; what­
ever could be faid to you, would only 
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confufe your ideas, or give you falfe 
ones. 

£ M 1 LY. 

How fo, Mamma ? 

MOTHER. 

For inftance, ybu read very well at 
prefent. 

EMILY. 

Not a1nifs. 
1\10 T HER .• 

But before you could read, had we 
begun by teaching you whole word'i 
without knowing Y. ur letters, what would 
have happened ? 

EMILY. 

I think r never could have learned. 

MOTHER. 

I aik your pardon. The word A-famma, 
for inftance, by being repeatedly £hewn 
you, and taught to pronounce; when you 
faw that word in a book, you would at 
length have known it; and you would 
have faid, it is Mamma; but you would 
not have known that wherever you faw 
an Mand an a, and an m, it fpelt Mam; 
and wherever you faw an m and a, it fpelt 
ma. In the fame manner" iliould I nov;, 
begin to explain to you a number of 
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words, which require . a degree of know­
ledge you do not yet poff efs ; you w~uld 
:imagine you had learned fomethmg, 
whereas you would really have known 
nothing; you would be no further ad­
vanced than if you had 'learned to read 
by rote, without having learned to fpell • 

.. . £MIL Y • 

Very true, Mamma, I underfl:and thato 

MOTHER. 

You fee the reafon of my dire&ing the 
echo.ice of your books, and of not allowing 
you to read indifcri111inately all books ; 
and why I do not choofe you .ih0uld con­
verfe with all forts -of perfons ; alfo, my 
dear Emi61, why I recommend you fo· 
ftrongly never to 111ake ufe of expreffions 
,and words you do not ·underftand, be­
fore you have a{ked me their meaning 
whether you read, or hear them.. 

EMILY. 

"But why mufr I afk no 0ne but you ? 

VoL. l. H 
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MOTHER. -

Becanfe I know no one fo interefted 
1n your welfare as myfelf. The quef­
tions of children frequently fatigue, and 
generally become troublefome to all 
other people but their mothers; and to 
get rid of them, they very often 111ake 
the firll anfwer that offers to their imagi­
nation, whether it be juft or not. 

- EMILY. 

··oh! oh! then I am finely deceived 
when I afk other people to explain what 
l do not underfrand. 

, MOTHER. . 

· That frequently happens; and wh_en 
once -a falfe idea is i111preffed, it is very 
difficult to erafe it, particulariy at your 
age; _as you are not yet capable of diftin­
guifhing the f alfe fron;i the true. ,· 

EM IL Y. 

' · I am now determined never to make 
u{e of a word 1 do not underftand, with­
out afking you the meaning of it: and I 
will afk only you, fince you are fo kind 
as to inform me. 

MOTHER. 

Now you talk reafonably. 
EMILY· • 

.Befide, you will not lead me into a mii-
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take, Ma1nrna; you never have de ·eivcd 
n1e, and you are never weary of my 
queftions.' , 

MOTHER. 

On the contrary, _they always afford 
me pleafure. 

EMIL Y . 

· But why do you ftill keep your hands 
i n the water ? 

M O THER. 

Do you recolleEt how culd it was whtn 
it was brought in ? 

EMIL Y. 

Yes., Mamma. It was very cold. 

MOTHER . 

Well., feel it no,.v. 
EM I LY. 

It is not fo now; your hands have 
wanned it. 

' MOTHER. 

How? 
EM IL Y. 

Becaufe you are warm. 

MOTHER. 

\Vhat is it that rnakes me wan11 ? 

. EMILY. 

I . do not know. 
~I 2 
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MOTHER. 

When you are ~old, what warn1s you ?' 

EMILY. 

It is the fire. But we have no fire in. 
our bodies. 

MOTH-El'{ •. 

You rn ifrake ; and if we had not,. we-· 
could not live ; the blood would freeze·· 
i_n our veins) and we fho.uld die. This. 
fire increafes in. the firft part of our life, 
and d i!ninifl.tt~s in the latter part ; chis is 
the reafon the goo-:i old n1an, whom you 
faw the other day) was fo- cold, though·. 
we c1Jl fuffered from t. e heat. 

EMILY. 

Ah l poor old man ! I remernber how 
he {hiv;ered.. D.1 y G.ov.ernefs. gave hi1n_ 
fome wine.---Then · he had no · more 
fi;-e in him.---Then I muft be like a 
{love? 

MOTHER'. 

\'Vithemt doubt. 

E.!VilLY. 

Yet I cto-not find rnyfelf in a flame ? 

i10 THE R- •. 

Bccaufe there is water alfo within you._ 
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EMILY. 

Nay, Marnma ! 
MOTHER.. 

Mofr affuredly. When you weep, 
what is it falls from your eyes? 

EMILY. 

Very true ; 1t 1s tears; and they are 
water. 

MOTHER. 

If we had not that fluid in our com­
pofition ( for you recollect, that the prin­
cipal quality ,of water is its being liquid 
or fluid) we muft die with thirfl:,· like 
thofe plants you fee faded and near periili­
ing for want of rain. 

EMILY. 

That is the reafon you water the1n, 1s 
. M ? 1 t not., amr:,1a . 

MOTHER. 

And that is the reafon you drink. 

EMILY. 

Ah !---But, Ma1n1na, I have water with­
in 1ne. I ihould not be thirfty. 

MOTHER. 

When you run faft, for a long time 
what is the confequence ? 

EMILY. 

I am warm. 
H 3 
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MOTHER. 
You then increafe by exercife, the fire 

that animates you : we are more or lefa 
thirfty in proportion as this fire is more 
or lefs ardent. 

EMILY~ 
We t~en drink to quench it ? 

MOTHER:. 
Were you to quench it,, y,ou would 

-die. 
EMIL, Y ~ 

T)1at is trµe ; it muft not be quite ex­
tinguifhed. 

MOTH i R. 
It is to re-eftablifu and maintain the 

_; .. ' 

equilibrium neceffary to life.) between the 
folids and the liquids. 

EMILY. 

I do not underftand that,. Man1ma. 
MOTHER, 

Yet you know what a liquid body is,. 
-and alfo what is a folid body. 

EMILY. 

Yes ; but it is the equilibrium that 
puzzles me. 

MoT HER·, 

I believe fo ; and therefore replied in 
that manner to £hew you, that there are 
things above your comprehenfion, and · 
the explanation of w~ich it will be ex-
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pedient to defer to a future time. Should 

we wifh to lofe ourfelves in th·e equili­

brimn neceffary to life, I know what 

would become of our converfation.---But 

to return. You fee that fire and water 

are necdfary to life. 
EMILY. 

Yes, Mamma. 
MOTH)! R. 

At prefent, hold your breath. Shut 

your 1nouth clofe, and ftop your nofe. 

EMILY. 

Mam1na, I iball be ftifled---I cannot! 

MOTHER. 

You find then, there are other things 

wanting befide fire and water. 

EMILY. 

Oh ! it is the air. 
MOTH ER. 

That is not all; our fle.fh is fubject to 

decay; and when it is dried up, it falls 

to duft, and becomes earth again. 

EMILY. 

Yes, Mamma; I faw that in my Hif­

torical Catechifm. 
M -OTHER. 

So that earth, fire, air, and water, are 

effential to life. Were you deprived of 
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either, you could not -Iive, as I have 
ihewn you. 

EMILY. 
True, Mamma. 

MOTHER. 
Thefe four things, fire, water, earth, 

and air, are the prefervers of life in every 
thing t~at exifts in nature. 

EMILY. 
Then it is not the elements, as the 

book fays? 

MOTHER. 
Hear me, Emily. Fire, air, earth, 

and water, are called the Four Ele1nents 
of Nature; becauf'e ele1nent means the 
principle of a thing, or that which 1nakes. 
it what it is. At prefent you compre­
hend that element 1neans the principle of 
a thing. ' 

EMILY., 
Yes, Mamma. 

MOTHER. 

We alfo fay, the elements of a fcience ; 
the elements of an art; the elements 
of writing. For example; what is- the 
meaning of the elements- of writing? 
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EMILY. 

Vvhy it cannot be fire, earth---

M OTHER. 

No. Thof e are the elements of na­
ture. 

EMILY. 

I was not told the others. 

MOTHER. 

What did we conclude the meaning of 
elements to be ? 

EMILY. 

Elements mean Principles. 
MOTHER. 

W ell then, what are the ele1nents of 
writing? 

EMILY. 

. That is to fay, the principles of writ­
ing. 

MOTHER. 

Right. When we fay the elements of 
a fcience, we 1nean the principles of that 
fcience; and when we fay the four el~­
ments of nature, we mean the principles 
of whid1 created things are compoied. 

EM. IL Y. 

Now I tmderftand it perfectly; and I 
will not forget it.---Mamm.a, y_ou have 
-read every book then? 
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MOTHER. 
Not all ; btit I give none to yoti that 

I have not read ; and I have told you 
the reafon. 

EMILY. 
I took notice of it ; for the other day, 

in reading the ftory of the Naughty Girl; 
you know, that lady I thought fo ill-

·natured, had no children.---A propos, 
Mamma. Why ihall we not give that 
ftory to read to a certain gentleman, who 
is always romping with rne ? 

MOTHER. 
·· Becaufe I hope you will foon behave, 
in fuch a manner., as to prevent his ro1np­
ing with you. 

EMILY. 

But, Mamma, if you were to tell him 
you did not like it ? 

MOTHER. 
Why do you not take that tafk upon 

yourfelf? 
EM I LY. 

Becaufe your fpeakin-g would have a 
better effect. 

MOTHER. 

Speech is r:iot always needful to con­
vey our meaning. 
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EMILY. 

What then, Mamma. 
MOTHER. 

For exarnple, were you to pay no at­
tention to the pleafantries of that gentle­
man, he would foon perceive you did 
not like them, and that they are trouble­
f0111e to you. 

EMILY. 

Why, that is true---but to fpeak the 
truth, Mamma, they divert 111e rnightily. 

MOTHER. 

Then pray, do not pretend they are 
difagreeable to you; you know that a 
door cannot be open and fhut at the 
fame time. 

EMILY. 

It is not I who find fault with them; 
it is the book. It fays, we muft make 
ourfelves refpeB:ed. Is that pleafant 
Mam111a ? I believe the author of that 
book does not like people fhoutd f pend 
their time with children. 

MOTHER. 

When it fays we muft make ourfelves 
refpeB:ed, it does not mean that fuch 
a little brat as you can be refpeB:able; 
but it fpeaks of the ref pea due to your 
fex; which, beina by nature weak, ha:5 
no other n1ean of gaining refpelt, than 
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by referve and modefty. For what re­
n1 ains, y0u are to judge whether the 
book be right or wrong. 

EMILY. 
I wifu you would do that, Mamma ; 

becaufe, according to what you fay, I 
will behave toward the gentleman with 
the oranges---you know whom I mean? 

MOTHER. 
Firft, I have remarked, that this 

gentle111ap gives to fociety the few mo­
ments his occupation leaves unemployed. 
1 think it very natural, that during that 
fuort interval, he fhould feek a1nufe111ent 
and relaxation. · 

EMILY. 
Well, Mam111a, that is what I always 

thought. 
. MOTHER. 

I believe he is vety fond of children. 

EMILY. 
That is very certain. 

MOTHER. 
He· only fees you at yo-ur hours of re­

creation; and perhaps his regard for you 
may induce hi1n to contribute to your 
pkafure. 
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EMILY. 

0 h ! Mamma ! I am certain you have 

;rightly gueffed. 
MO T ' H ER. 

If by amufing you he divert himf elf, 

be has then a double profit; and if you 

<lo not abufe it,, there is no harm done. 

EMILY. 

You are right, my dear Mamma. It 
i s very ftrange you ihould always be fo. 

·This book had puzzled me., I know not 

·what I faid or did. 
fv10 THE Jl. 

An author may be right or w.rong.. We 

,ought not to adopt what we read without 

reflection. 
EMILY. 

How adopt? 
MOTH'. ER,. 

That is, f o:rm an opinion of what we 

J·ead. Your opinion ought to be the 

reftilt of your reflections. 

EMILY. 

W'ell then, 1ny reflections yefterday 

taught me to be of a .different opinion to 

:the author. 
MOTHER.. 

And that 1t 1s better to play, laugh, 
VoL. I. I 
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and trifle than to behave reafonably ? 
EMILY. 

Oh! no, Ma1nma ! that would be 
wrong---1~hen I ought to think as the 
author does. 

MOTHER. 
Perhaps there n1ay be no great han11 

in yielding to the gaiety, the playfulnefs, 
and even the giddinefs of youth. The 
quefl:ion is, I think, to know the limits& 
While you keep within them, all will be 
well; but no fooner are they trefpaffed, -
than all is wrong ; and a well-di[ po fed. 
young lady will never go beyond them. 

EMILY. 

What -do you mean by a well-difpoied 
young lady? 

Mo THE R. 
It not only means one whofe natural 

inclinations have a good tendency; but 
alf o one who in the warmth and effer­
vefcence of childhood, ihews fome figns ­
of difcernment, who obferves a certain. 
decorum, that prejudices in her favour, 
and 1nakes her pay a proper attention and 
refpeB: to all things joined to that fen­
fibility, which bids fair, in a more ad­
vanced age, for the poifeilion of reafon 
and wifdom. 
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EMILY. 

A1n I a we11-difpofed chiid ? 
l.\A OTHER. 

I hope fo. 
EMILY. 

I h.1Ye fenfibility. then? 
MOTH ER . 

I 1nl1ft have proofs of th:it. 
EMILY, 

And how? 
MOTHER. 

..... 

By convincing me that you are f enfible 
on all occafions, of what belongs to per­
f ons, tiine, and place ; for what is very 
proper at one time, may be highly in1-

proper at another ; and by mewing a de­
gree of referve and reflection, even in 
your follies. It manifefrs itfelf mechani­
cally in the mo-ft trifling circumfrances ; 
for infrance, if the gentleman who has 
the co1nplaifance to pafs his leifure time 
.. with you, mould look on you as a puppet, 
the book would be right, and that would 
very much affiicl: n1e, as it would bring 
Mifs d'Orvil/e to my re1ne1nbrance. 

EMILY. 

Fear nothing, my dear Mamma : he 
treats me like a child, but not like a 

·. puppet. 
I 2 
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MOTH ER. 

In that cate all is well. But why d0; 
you conclude fo? 

EMILY~ 
Though we are always n1erry- when we 

111eet, he takes a reai intereft in rny im­
provement. You fee he always is pre­
fent at my exercifes, the fuft day of every· 
month, and how pleafed he is when I' 
deferve the crofs * : one would think by 
his looks that he was going, to wear it 
l • - lf n1rnk . 

- f',1 0 T H E R. 

Certainly thofe are proofs; and l 
plainly fee I may· rnake myfelf eafy re­
fpeB:ing your concerns with him; and: 
that I need not interfere with the.m .. 

EMILY. 

Befide, let me a.lone. · I will be very 
-c1reful in futui-e of rny behaV,iour.---It 
will be a little irkfmne at firft, perl).aps ; 
but no matter, provided J pleafe· you--­
Oh ! :t\-1amma r fee what it is to chatter 
fo !---I had forgotten---My Governefs told 
1ne to defire, when you fend to Paris, to 
let fomebody call a.t the mantua-maker's. 

~ It is ufua l in md l: Frc11ch fcho nh,. anrl ev.en in private fa­
n~i: ie~, \\here there are man y ch ilrl ren, a~ the encl of cver r, 
m onth, t examine th e exerci(es rl c,ne during th.it time; 2nd the ­
pup,1 \•,ho has done bef1, is rewarded by wearing a crofs on t:h~ 
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MOTHER. 

. What a terrible n1isfortune it would 
have been, had the four elements, and 
all that fallowed, made us for get the 
1nantua-maker. 

E M ILY, 

She has not brought home my new 
drefs; and ihe promifed I ihould have it 
to-day. 

MOTHER. 

Probably 1t is not 1nade. It is ti1ne 
enough. 

EM IL Y, 

Ohl I ihall be fo happy when I have 
my new drefs t 

MOTHER , 

How can a new drefs contribute to 
your happinefs ? 

EMILY. 

I have no diQik.e to being fine. 
MOTHER. 

Are you never unhappy when you are 
fine ? Did you never cry when you had a 
new flip on? 

EMILY. 

Oh ! yes! I know very well · it ha:; 
nothing to do with happinefs. 

left breafi- ; whic h diftinc.tio n t he for tu n?.te r upil conti u s t J 

vea r ur.ti l excelled by ancther, at fo me fr llo,\ ing ,,xami,,at :on, 

I 3 
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MOTHER 

No 1natter._ Let n1e hear it. It is 
only by communicating your idea to 
me, that you can acquire a juftnefs of 
thought. 

EMILY. 

True, Mamma; but if I fhould talk 
nonfenfe? 

MOTHER. 

I will tell you fo. 
EM I L .. Y. 

Mamn1a, I was going to fay, let us 
find Ollt the elements of happinefs. 

MOTHER. 

You would have fpoken very properly. 
For it is precifely what I wi{h you to un­
derftand. 

EMILY. 

I--Iappinefs is fornething---I ihould like 
to know---N o---it is not a fc ience. 

MOTHER. 

It is the moil: important of all fciences 
---the 1110ft efiential object of ftudy to 
n1ankind. 

EM IL Y. 

ls it hard to underftand ? 

MOTHER. 

Very difficu1t, .and even impoffible to 
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the wicked, but eafy to thofe who make 

llfe of their reafon. 

EMILY. 

I hope, Mamma, it will not be dif­
ficult to me ? 

MOTHER. 

I hope ·not: we have already feen that 

fine cloaths do not make people happy. 

Your Governefs has no very fine cloaths; 
!he is not rich : do you think !he is 

happy? 

EMILY, 

To be fure, Mamma; for {he is always 
laughing and finging. I never faw her 
111elancholy. 

MOTHER. 

All thofe peafants, and fervants, you 
have (een dancing on a Sunday, at the 
gate of the Bois de Boulogne, appear con­
.tented and merry. Yet th~y are not rich. 

They have nothing but what they work 

hard for all the week, to fupport the1n-. 
felves and families. You have fre;'.quent ... 
ly obferved their gaiety. ·we .n1ay then 

' concludel that riches ~re not neceffary to 

happinefs. 
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EM I 
0

L Y. 

Then what makes all thofe poot peopie 
fo cheerful ? 

MOTHER, 
vVhat i's your opinion ?. 

EMIL'/, 

I think it is becaufe they have done 
.their work well, and are fatisfied with 
themfelves. 

MOTHER. 

You are ·right. Now then, what muft 
be the fi rft element of happinefs in all 
ages and conditions ? 

EMILY, ' 
It rrrnft be to do one's duty, and be 

fatisfied with onefelf; muft: it not, Mam­
ma? 

MOTHER. 

Moft certainly. We rnay poffefs every 
exterior advantage, great riches and 
good health, and yet be unhappy ; and 
without fortune, with a delicate confti­
tution, like mine, it is poffible to be 
happy; for true happinefs depends on 
-ourfelves. 

EMILY. 

Y es2 for it is only being good. 
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MOTHER. 

And there can be no happinefs with­
out goodnefs, and the obfervance of our 
duties; becaufe we can neither be pleafed 
with ourfelves nor others. 

EMIL Y. 

1'hat is the reafon wicked people are 
_pot happy, is it net, Mamma? So now, 
here is cornpany ! 

MOTHER. 

I am not forry for that ; we have talk­
ed enough to-day; it is time to think of 
your little duties, fince there can be no 
.happinefs without them. 

EMILY. 

Man1111a, I have fomething elfe to fay 
to you ref pecring happinefs, that I do 
not very well underftand. You will give 
n1e leave to fay it to you to-morrow, wi]l 
you not? 

MOTHER. 

Yes; you know I am always ready for 
converfation. 

EMILY. , 

In the mean time, I will go and learn 
the Gofpel for the day. 
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SIX'i'H CONVERSA'I'ION. 

MOTHER. 

W EI.,L, Emily! what have you to fay 
to me? 

EMILY. 

What, Mamma? ·I do not know. 
MOTHER . 

'There was f omething ref peB:ing hap­
pinefs that you did not underftand. 

---- EMILY. 

I have forgotten it now, Ma1nn1a. 
MOTHER. 

Then we 1nuft defer it till you recol-... 
lect it. 

EMILY. 

If you had been kind enough to have 
talked With rne yefterday, and the day 
before, my dear Mamma, I fuould have 
recollected it---but now---

M OTH E R . 

What was the reaf on I did not ? 
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EMILY. 

Mamma, I know it was my own fault. 
1 did not deferve it. 

MOTHER. 

Oh! oh ·1 I thought my engage1nent 
.alone had been the caufe ; but you now 
1nform me, I have been angry with you. 

EMILY~ 

Yes, indeed, Mamma ! Have you not 
.remarked, how .I ihifted about a long 
time to begin a converfation ? But you 
:always faid to me, with an abfent air, Go 
l\1ifs, I have nothing .to f qy to you at p.,e-

fent." Do your engage1nents give you 
that diftant 1nanner .? 

·Mo THE R. 

I du not recollect it; though I am not 
forry that you look on our converfations 
.as a reward; and that the lofs of the1n 
-affects you. 

'EM I LY .. 

I aff-t1re you, Mam1na, 1t 1s not very 
.-ao-reeable. 

o 'c Ji MOTH E R-. 

I know it. Things have gone _ crofsly 
t hen for the laft two days ? 

VoL .. I. K 
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EMILY. 

I had, however, a very · great defire to 
do well, but I could not. 

MOTHER. 

\iVhy fo? 
EMILY. 

I cannot tell, Mamma. I was not in the 
humour to do any thing. Whenever I 
caft rny eyes on rny book, my thoughts 
wandered, I know not whither. 

MO T HER . . 

But, my child, were you always to fay, 
I am not in the humour, you would do 
nothing. vVhen we feel ourfelves the 
leaf'c difpofed, there is an additional rea­
fon for ufing more application, for tak­
ing the more pains, and redoubling our 
efforts, and attention. · 

EMILY. 

But, Marnma, one is not always in 
the fame hu1nour; Papa has told you 
fo. 

MOTHER. 

That is an excufe, but no jufti:fication. 
Do you imagine I arn always difpofed to 
talk and play with you ? You have often 
f een me ill and in pain; 1ny thoughts are 
frequently employed in bufinefs; do I 
r:ot forget all to engage even in your 
amufen1cnts r Were I then to confult my 
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inclination, I ihould difinifs you, your 

doll> and the reft of your little affa.irs. 

EMIL Y. 

You are too good t"o your little Emi61 ! 

MoTHEP .. 

None are worthy of efteem, who can­

not conquer their inclinations. vVhat 

would be faid of the Premier-Prefidenr,· 

if, at the time the Court was aifembled, 

to hear and pafs fentence on a caufe, 

he fnould fend the1n word, he was not 

in the humour ; and that they muft come 

again the next week ? What would you 

fay to the cook, from whom_you expected 

your dinner, if I'ne ihould fend you word 

!he was n6t in the hu111our, an9- that you 

ihall have it another time ? You fee 

that in the moft important, as well as 

the moft common occurrences of life, no 

one has a right to confult his inclinations 
when he has duties to fulfil. ;, 

EMILY. 

What muft be done then ? 

MOTHER. 

We ought to accuftom ourfelves, 

from our infancy, to vanquifl1 our idle­

nefs, and do o 1r duty, · let it coft us what 
K 2 
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it will; for when one is becorne Premier­
Prefident> it is then too late. I have 
already told you, it is that effort we n1ake 
to conquer our inclinations, which at 
length becomes a virtue,_ and by degrees, 
forms the character. 

EMILY, 

Well, lVIamma,, I prom if e you I will 
f onn my character.. . 

MOTHER.. 

You 1nuft, when you are inattentive,: 
place yourfelf in fuch a fituation) as to: 
prevent your feeing what is going on 
around you; if you be learning any thing 
by rote, you mufl:: repeat aloud, that. 
you 1nay be warned of your inattention, 
by ceafing_ to repeat vvithout perceiving 
it; and in {ho:ri:, fhew a willingnefs, if . 
you wi:f11 to gain indulgence. Though. 
it does not depend on you to be in a. 
difpofitio11 to learn, it is always. in your 
power not to give way to ill-humour, on 
account of your own negligence. 

EM IL Y. 

That is very true; but one is fo dif­
fatisfied and uncon1fortable, you cannot 
imagine how heavily the tirne hangs on 
one's hands. I am very glad, Mamma,. 
you have had no company; for I fhould 
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have made but a ftupid figure ; and I 

a1n fore you keep my folly fecret. 

MOTHER. 

Moil: certainly. A young lady's re­

putation is her chief good, ' and what ihe 

ought to cheriih more than life ; for 

when people are once prepoifeffed a­

gainft her, it is fo difficult for her to re­

eitabliih it, that I a1n by no means in­

ciined to divulge your faults, fo long as 

I have any hope of your amendment. 
. 

EMILY. 

Why is a young perfon's reputation 

what £he ought 1110ft to cherifh, Mam-

1na? 
1\10 TI-IE R. 

Why are you fo forry when your faults 

are fpoke n of? · 

EMILY. 

Becaufe I ihould wiih every one always 

to fpeak well of me. 

MOTHER. 

Why fo? 
T:' 
.CM IL Y. 

If people fuppofe I frequently do 

wrong, it will be thought I a1n a worth­

lefs girl. 
K 3 
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MOTHER. 
A good reputation muft confequentiy 

be valuable, fince we cannot do without 
the favourable opinion of others. 

EMILY. 
To be fure; but why cannot we do 

without it? 
MOTHER. 

Let me 2-ik you that queftion, fince 
you are fo fearful of being fuppofed a 
worthlefs girl. Did we not lately con­
clude, all men were dependent on each 
other? 

EMILY. 
Yes, Mamma. 

MOTHER. 
Well, fuppofe thofe perfons, whofe­

affiftance you want, have a bad opinion 
of you? 

EMILY. 
It would be a mocking thing. 

Mo ·THER. 
Do you imagine they would be equally 

folicitous to render you thofe fervices 
you expect from them, as if they were 
perfuaded you defer~ed them? 

EMIL y. 
Noi> Ma1nma. 
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MOTHER. 

You expecl:j for example, that your 
mafters fhould take pains with you, I 
fuppofe? 

EM I LY. 

To be fure I do. 
MOTHER. 

D<1 you think they would have the 
fame zeal and pleafure in teaching an 
untracl:able child, as they would an a111i­
able and attentive one ? 

EMILY. 

No, furely, Mamma. 
MOTHER. 

You would not then wiih to be an un­
tracl:abfe child ? 

EMILY. 

God forbid! 
MOTHER. 

Could you find yourfelf happy with 
any one who, you thought, had a bad 
opinion of you ? 

EMILY. 

I believe not. 
MOTHER. 

The opinion that is f orrned of young 
perfons, in a degree determines their 
deftiny in the minds of others) who propor­
tion their efteem and friendfhip by that 
rule; and it is by that their reputation 
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is eftabliihed : now a young lady can, 
only be known by her reputation. 

EMILY. 
How fo, Man1ma? 

MOTHER. 

Becaufe ihe feldo1n makes her appear­
ance in public, and then under the protec­
tion of her parents; fhe feldo1n fpeaks, 
and has no opportunity of acring; there­
fore no other opinion can be formed of 
her, but what is founded by the repori 
of thofe who belong to the family. 

EMILY. 

That is, the fervants. 
MOTHER. 

The fervants, the mafters, and thofe 
who are intimately acquainted with her. 

EMIL Y. 

But fuppofe all thofe people ihould 
not fpeak truth ? 

MOTHER. 

w ·hat interefr vvould they have in con­
cealing the truth ? Is there not a great 
deal more pleafore in fpeaking well of 
any one, than the contrary? And who 
would dare invent, or fuppofe evil that 
never exifted. Lying is fo horrible a 
crirne, that it is not commonly to be met 
with. Truth will find, in every honeft 
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perfon, a champion, who will unmafk 
and combat the liar. 

EM I LY. 

Who will unmafk hatred ? Do liars 

wear maiks? 
MOTHER. 

No. It is only a rnanner of fpeaking. 
You know that a mafk conceals the f ea­
tures of the faee. · 

EMILY. 

yes, rv.ramma. 
MOTHER. 

In the fame manner, lies conceal the. 
features of truth; and as a liar wi{he~ 
to be believed, he is faid to borrow 
and counterfeit them. 

EMILY. 

Then thofe who detect the liar are 
faid to unmafk him. But, Ma1nma, is. a 
faHhood always found out ? ~ 

M-o THE R. 

Always. 
EMILY. 

Then it is very filly to lie ? 

MOTHER. 

Certainly, becaufe either fooner or later 
truth is neceifarily difc,overed. 
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EMILY. 
And then the liar is finely caught, is 

·he not? 
MOT .t-I ER. 

And punifhed alfo, as he deferves; for 
he is a fool, as you juftly fay, to fuppofe 
he can rnake falihood pafs for truth for 
any time ; befide, no one will have any 
connection with a liar; he is degraded ; 
he lofes the confidence of every one; and 
is never rnore believed. 

EMIL Y. 
But why degraded ? 

rv'.I OTHER. 
Becaufe he chofe to rank hi1nfel(a~nong 

the moft contemptible of rnen. L ying 
is fo mean, and fo defpicable a vice, that 
we dq not even fuffer ourfelves to fufpeEt 
any one of it, however abject he may 
be ; and fti 11 lefs perfons of any greatnefs 
of foul. 

EMILY. 
What is greatnefs of foul ? 

MOTHER. 
I have already told you; it is a natural 

difpofition to virtue. We alfo make ufe of 
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that exprejJi,on when we /peak of perfons 

born in an elevated rank. 

EMIL Y. 

And what is being degraded ? 

MOTHER. 

It is to lofe the efteem of our compa­

nions, either by our actions, or opinions, 

it is the being debafed, and juH:ly fallen 

in the efreem of others below the fitu­

ation in which our lot is caft. 

EMILY. 

But, Mamma) your people would fay 

whatever you bid them---S-uppofe you 

were to tell them not to fay any thing 

difagreeable ref pelting me ? 

MOTHER. 

vVhat ! could you fo far hu tnble your­

felf as to beg the fervants not to talk of 

you? See how greatly we are debafed 

by vice! 
EMILY. 

_ . Bt~t fuould they tell of it, it would be 

InJUflOUS to me. 
- M O THER. 

That is the nee 0:.-ry confequence of 

having co1nmitted a fault. Can it be 

prevented by · a 1neannefs ? It is adding 

--~---• 
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to the firft error, one more feriou-s) and more humiliating. 

EMILY. 
There is nothing to be gained by that. 

MOTHER • . 
Only that thofe perfons whofe indif­cretion we dread, would have two faults inftead of one to divulge : for you can but conclude, they would boaft of the entreaties 111ade ufe of to obtain their fecrecy. 

EMILY. 
That is a terrible hardfhip of which I never thought. 

MOTHER. 
Do you not think the ip.orteft way is to avoid all faults; to do fi111ply and natu­rally what is right? 

EMILY. 
Indeed, Mamma, I was juft thinking fo .. 

MOTHER. 
You fee the covenience attending it. 1'here is nothing to difguife, nothing to conc<;al. You ileep quietly; and the ­next morning,_ appear with an open counfenance ; there is no feat. of being talked of; or if people 111uft talk, f o much the better, it can be only in your praife. 
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EMILY. 

Oh l if I had not been fo filly as to 
t.Cry, like a little fool~ nobody would have 
'known it. 

M o ·T HER .. 

Then had it not been known, you 
would n@t have been reprehenfible ? 

EMILY .. 

Ohl yes ·1 ·Marn1na.. 
MO 'J' HE R .. 

Does the evil lie in its being known, 
-or in being ccnn::nitted? 

E -MILY. 

The w0rft is to have done it; but its 
b eing known is alinoft as bad. 

MOT l-I ER. 

Yet the -latter could w~t have hap­
_p ened without the former. 

EMILY .. 

That is tn1'c: 
MO 'f HER .. 

Befide, do you think it an eafy matter 
to forgive yourfelf for having done 
wrong, thG>ugh even the fault remain 
:concealed. Are you not of opinion that 
1f people were to contract the habit of 
con1t11itting concealed faults, they would 
fc)On be gnilty of op~n ones? 

·EMILY. 

Why fo, Marnma ? 
Vo1. l. ' L 
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MOTHER. 

Becaufe habit ( as the proverb fays) 
is a fecond nature, rny dear'. On our firil: 
arrival fr01n Paris into the country) are 
you as much inclined to run a_.rtd walk 
about as after we have been there fome 
months, and have been in the habit of 
walking? 

EMILY. 
No, Mamma. · 

MOTHER. 

The firft time you played at battledore 
and .fhuttle cock, did you play as well, 
and throw it as high as you have fince 
t oner 

EMILY. 

No., Mamma. 

MOTHER. 

How did you acquire the eafe you 
now play with, and the power of taking 
fuch long walks as you now do, without 
being fatigued ? 

EMILY, 

J do not know. 

MOTHER. 

. By the frequent habit of walking, 
you acquire the power of lengthening 
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your walks daily; and, in time, you will 
be capable of taking very long ones 
withot1t fatigue, becaufe you gain [hength 
by continual exercife. 

EMILY. 

If I were to rem:iin many days with­
_out walking, I could not then even go 
to St. Cloud. 

Iv! 0 TH ER. 

It would be a difficult un:lertaking, 
and you would return fo much tired, that 
you would perhaps take a diflike to 
walking. You experience the fame in 
regard to yot1r leffons ; when you have 
been fome days withot1t learning any 
thing by rote, you no longer have the 
fatne eafe in learning. 

EMILY. 

That is becaufe I have loft the habit of 
doing it; is it not? 

MOTHER. 

Yes ; and fo it is with the pracrice of 
virtue, as it is with the exercife both of 
the body and the mind. 

. EMILY. 

Sot 
MOTH E 'R. 

Do not doubt it. If you do not of 

yourfelf and willingly perfonn your duties, 

._L 2 
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without paying any attenri·on to tf1e dif ...... 
pofition you may be in, and without 
thinking either of the blame or applaufe 
you may meet with, if you feek not your 
own approbation as well as mine,. or that 
of any other perfon, you never will ac­
quire any power O"\ter your inclinations, 
you will openiy commit errors, becaufe .. 
you h::ive not contracted the habit of" 
<loing right when alone, and the confe­
(lUence i-nuft be the lofs of every one'~ ar probation. 

EM· rtY. 
1 am very fenfible of that. It is very 

true. \Vhen I have done well for feveral; 
days together, I learn with greater eafe; 
ani when I learn well, I aen not Ollt of 

MOTHER. 
I'~ othing contributes to ill-humours fo, 

_ n1uch as felf-diffatisfaction. 
EMIL.Y .. 

It may be. fo .. 

MOTHER. 
Were I in your place, I wo11ld ufe 

·myfelf always to do the beH: I could., 

EM I .t y ·., 

It is my defign. 
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MOTHER. 

Particularly as your duties are not 
painful ; and I- know no child who has 
f.o few leffons to learn, and fo little to 
ftudy. 

EMILY. 

But, l\1a1nn1a, that is not my fault. 
You will not let me have half the .mafrers 
I aik you for. · , 

MOTHER. 

I like befr to have a little done well. 

EMILY. 

To leave ti1ne for ~ ju1nping, dancing, 
working in the garden, and watering the 
flowers; is it not? 

MOTHER. 

And teazing me. When you are four­
teen or fifteen years old, and bleffed with 
good health, you :fhall have as 1nany 
mafters as you will. 

EM IL Y. 

Well! It is waiting a long time; but I 
1nuft have patience. Pray, Mamma, 
how 1nay we guard ourfelves from the 
danger of concealed faults ? 

l\10 THE R. 

When young, we have a tender and 

L 3 
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fenfible friend, from whom· we conceal 
nothing either go_od or bad .. 

EMILY. 

Oh!" Mamma ! I have that very frrend ! 
I promife you I will te11 you every thing r 

MOTHER. 

I-lave you nev~r remarked one thing ? 
EMILY. 

Pray, what is that, Mamma? 
MO 'f HER. 

A fault ·is always attended by difagree­
able confequences; and you are not 
exempt fron1 them by faying. you will do­
f-o rio more~ 

EMILY. 

I never took n.otice of thata 
MOTHER. 

Recollect, and recall to your mind aU 
the errors you have been guilty of, and 
you will prefently fee, that however they 
rnay have been concealed, you have 
never efcaped their confequences. 

EMILY. 

But when I have been ill-tempered 
and impatient, withnut its being feen:>-­
what then has happened 2 

MOTHER ► . 
In the firft place; ill humour and im-
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patience injure the healthr Then every 
thing done in an ill humour is badly 
done, and confequently muft be done 
over again; _ and when ill humour is in­
dulged, the very worft n1eans a.re made 
uf e of to accomplifh it,. from oppofirion 
and refentment. The fame thing would 
happen ihould you be giddy1 inattentive_. 
and untracrable.. Suppofe your conduct 
were concealed, every one, when they faw 
you, would guefs th,itt you had made a. 
bad ufe of the education that had been 
given you. 

EMILY. 

Then every thing is known or gueifed 
at? 

MOTHER. 

Yes, fooner or later, all is known. 

EMILY. 

Yefterday, Mamma, when I rofe I faid 
to my Governefs, N O'W 1 will play all day 
long ; and I jhall be Jo happy ! but I was 
difappointed. Every time I fay fo> every 
thing goes wrong. 

MOTHER. 

It is not your intention of being happy 
that makes yon otherwife. It is becauie 
you are miftaken in the n1eans. 
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EMILY. 

How miftaken in the means ? 

MOTHER. 

C(fn. VI, 

When you want to go in hafte frmn 
the Porte de Boulogne to la ll1uette, which 
road do you take ? 

EMILY. \ 

I go direEtly to the Rond de Mortemar, 
and then ftrait on to the Muette. 

MOTHER. 

And if, wiihing to get there foon, you 
go by the way of the Porte Maillot, 

~ through bye-ways to the Rond de Mor­
temar·_? 

EMILY. 

I ihould not get there fo foon. 

MOTH :ER. 

In that cafe you would be deceived 
refpeEting the mean of arriving there 
fpeedily; in nearly the fame manner are 
you deceived in the mean of arriving at 
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happinefs; it lies on your right hand~ and 
you turn to the left~ 

EMILY. 

But how can one be fo greatly de­
teived? 

MOTH F. R. 

Thoughtleffnefs and ignorance are the 
caufe of it. You have no juft ideas re­
fpecring what is ufeful to you, neither do. 
you rightly underftand your own inteteft. · 

EM It Y. 
How is it to be learned?. 

MOTHER .. 

By converfing with the friend in quef­
tion; by reflection, and turning to ad­
vantage what is told youl and you find 
to be true~ 

EMILY. 

It is a very pleafant method, my dear· 
Mamma.---But a-propos, do you know 
that little Du P lejfis does not mind his. 
mother at all., and they fay his father 
beats him all day long.. l have never 
feen it---I do not trouble rny head ab.out 
the footmen---Y ou have told me never 1 

to fpeak to the1n when there is no necef­
fity---lVIarnma---So---I have forgotten 
what I was. g_oin.g Jo fay---Shall we walk 

· to-day? 
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1\!I OTHER.-

Yes, if the weather be fine. -

EMILY~ 

I dare_ fay it will. vVe will go a great1 

great way---Oh ! if you pleafe, Mamrna, 
y,e will go arid drink fome rnilk at the 
:farm ; and then you will tell n1e how I 
muft act, that I may be no more mif­
take n in 1ny intentions. 

MOTHER. 

What are the means you would wifn to 
be informed of, that you may avoid future 
difappointment ? 

EM r LY. . 

What we were talking of, Mamma,. 
that I may not be difappointed when I; 
for infrance, purpo.fe being very ·happy in 
playing all day long. 

MOT fi ER. 

In the firfr place,. you cannot be happy 
if you play all day long. 

EMILY. 

Why not? 
MOTHER. 

Play cannot afford pleafure, only when 
it ferves as a relaxation from ferious 
employ1nents. 
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Well! I think nothing is fo delight­
ful as play. 

MOTHER. 

I am of opinion nothing can be 111ore 
tirefome than continual an1ufement. If 
you had no other diverfion than your doll 
and your play things, would you not 
foon be tired of them ? 

EMILY. 

Yes. But I vary my a111ufements. 

MOTHER. 

And after having done fo, you are 
equally tired. 

EMILY. 

I cannot deny it. When I have played 
for a whole day together, I am fome­
tim.es fo tired, I do not know what to do 
with myfelf. 

MOTHER. 

Do you know the reafon of that ? 

EM IL Y. 

No, Mam111a. 

MOTHER. 

It is becaufe your 111ind has all that 
time been unemployed ; I have not in­
terfered, well knowing that your expe­
rience would teach you better than I can, 
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that the number of amufe1nents is very 
confined ; and that to find fatisfaEtion in 
the1n they 1nuft be preceded by labour, 
that being the only way to avoid leifure 
and ennui4 

EMIL Y. 

I declare, Mamma, you talk like an 
oracle. 

MOTHER. 

Becaufe you have fometimes been hap­
py at play, after having performed all 
your exercifes, you think there is nothing 
fo pleafing as pl.ay. Is that reafonable ? 

EMILY • 

. Mamma, you feem to know all my 
tho\Jghts r 

MOTHER. 

Nearly_. 
EMILY. 

How:can that be? 

MOTH E R4 
I endeavour to recollect what I thought 

at your age .. 
EMILY. 

Were you then like me ? 

MOTHER." 

Children nearly refemble each other. 
Is it not true) that the object of all your 
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'Willies is to avoid pain, and procure your­
f elf pleafure ? 

EMILY ... 

Yes, Marnma. 
Mo THE R. 

·when you perform your exercifes with 
<eareleffnefs and idlenefa, what is the 
ii.de a which takes up your mind r 

EMILY ... , 

Being obliged to take pains is hate­
ful to me. 

MOTHER. 
You would-rather play, fing, dance, or 

'1\Vhat is worfe.., trifle away your ti1ne .? 
:EMILY. 

Yes, M'Jln1a. 
MOTHER. 

- It is then t0 avoid pain, and more 
:fpeedily to enjoy your ple.afures, that 'you 
do a1nifs. What is the refult '.? 

EMILY. 
J uft the contrary. 

MOT fI ER. 
To do a thing badly takes 1nore t'.ime 

than to de> it w.ell, does it not? 
EMILY.. 

And then I am io crofs. 
VoL. I.. . M 
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MOTHER. 

And then all goes wrong, and you are, 
I fuppofe, rather diffatisfied with your­
felf. 

EMILY. 

Oh! I then deferve pity. And in that 
fituation muft I appear before you. 

MOTHER . . 

And I fay to you; Emily, are you hap­
py? 

EMILY. 

Mamma, that is a dreadful queftion. 
You know the anfwer by my looks. Then 
you fay no more. Oh! the cruel filence ! 
vVhy are you not very angry with me ? 

MOTHER. 

I cannot be angry when I am affiicted. 

EMILY. 

Yet it would then give me pleafure ; 
but you have no pity for your Emily. 

MOTHER. 

What ! becaufe I am not angry with 
her? 

EMILY. 

·To be f ure ; for then I am unhi3:ppy 
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the whole day, and often a great part of 
the night. 

MOTHER. 
Then farewel to pleafure and play. 

EMILY. 
And to content. 

MOTHER. 
All this is to procure pleaf ure and 

avoid pain. 
EMILY. 

Becaufe what I like to do gives me 
pleafure; at leaft according to my no­
ti?ns; and _what I a1n required to do 
gives me pain. 

MOTHER. 
But were you to fay, Come, come, a 

difagreeable quarter of an hour is foon 
over. I wiil be affiduous, with a little 
attention and a little application it will 
foon be over. 

EMILY. 
When I do fo, my exercifes are done 

in a twinkling ; and I am f o happy !--­
Then, my dear Mam1na, I feel fuch a 
gaiety of heart!· Oh! I am fo merry, 
and f o contented ! ' 

M ·2 
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MOTHER. 

When you act otherwife, you are 

evidently n1iftaken in the road that leads. 

to happinefs; would it not be 111ore pru­

dent in that cafe to fay, If 1. indulge 111y· 
whims, inftead of the happinefs I feek,. 

mifery will enfue; and on the contrary,. 

if I conquer them, I fhall procure for· 

1nyfelf a greater pleafure than that I re­
nounce. 

EMILY. 

\iVhat can that be ? 

lvl OT H.E R. 

The greateft of all pleafures, and 

which once in· your poffeffion, no one can. 

deprive you of. 
1:;' .:......, M IL Y. 

Pray tell me directly what it is. 

T'.1 0 THE R. 

Y ot1 have informed me, that it is to 

be fatisfied with yourfelf, to feel that 

gaiety of heaxt you mentioned. I can­

not imagine how any have the courage 

to deprive themfelves of fuch fuprerne 

feli city! 
EMILY. 

Oh ! indeed it is delightful to feel that 

fo1nething in my heart; I do not know 
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what it is; but that makes rne fo merry! 
What do you call that, Mamma ? 

MOTHER. 

The joy of a good confcience. 
EM IL Y. 

What is confcience ? 
:ttAOTHER. 

It is a principle within us which, in 
fpite of ourfelves, warns us of our 
errors. 

EMILY. 

Does it fpeak ? 
MOTHER. 

Not only it fpeaks, but cries aloud 
within us, and mak.es us diffatisfied with 
ourfelves when we have been guilty of 
any evil, though it be unknown ; it alfo 
1nakes us bluih when undeferved ap­
plaufe is beftoweq. on us. 

EMILY. 

But when we deferve praife, what does 
our confcience fay ? 

NI OTHER. 

It affents, and it is then that praife is 
truly pleafing to us. For, as a good con­
fcience can render us happy, indepen­
dently of the approbation of others, wh-ich 
is far from being· agreeable to us when the 

M _3 
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confcience does not affent to it, you may 
therefore judge how important it is, to 
keep it quiet. You muft alfo be fenfible, 
that a concealed error is not lefs grievous 
than an open one; and that a fecret good 
action affords us · equal pleaf ure, as it 
would, were it made known. When we 
leaft expect it, confcience will be heard, it 
reproaches or approves, and confequent­
ly makes us either happy or n1iferable •. 

EMILY. 

I have fometimes heard it,, Mamma , 
and methinks it does not cry fo loud 
when it approves, as when it conde1nns. 

MOTHER 

And with reafo.r1. When it approves. 
we have only to enjoy its approbation;. 
but when it condemns, we muft reform; 
and were it lefs · clamourous, perhaps we 
might not at laft be in hafte to f et 
about a reformation. 

EMILY. 

Then we muft always liften to it,· 
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MOTHER • 

. And try to underftand its language .. 
It is a fure guide, which never forfakes 
us; it is~ friend always at hand, and. 
that we cannot treat with too great 
delicacy. It is_ not enough to liften to 
it; we muft accuft:01n ourfelves to quef­
tion it feveral times in a day> and confolt 
it in all we do. 

£-MIL Y. 

It is very droll to have fomething whif­
pering within us! I promife you, Mam-
111a, I will talk to it every day; and I 
will regularly fay to it, Confcience, are you 
contented? 

MOTHER. 

And fuppofe it ihould reply, No, Mifs? 

EMILY. 

I will foon teach it to fay, Yes, and 
aloud too. 

/ 
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SEVEN'I'H CONVERSA'l'ION. 

EMILY. 

ARE you alone, Mamma? 

1\,10 TH ER .. 

Yes. Why do you a:fk ? Come in. 
EMILY. 

I dare not fuew myfelf: you will be 
frighted. 

MOTHER. 

Frighted ! at what? I 

EMILY., 

See what a figure I am ! 

MOTHER .. 

Indeed you are a beautjful figure !' A 
bruifed forehead ; a fwelled nofe,. and 
fcratched chin---How did you get yout­
felf in fuch a condition r 

EMILY. 

Luckily, it will be nothing. I bled 
a great deal at the nofe; and my Go-ver-
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nefs fays, it is a good fign. I own to 

you, Mamma, I thought I was killed~ 
MOTHER. 

Have you then had a fall? 
EMILY. 

Oh ! dear !" yes. It is ftrange how 

misfortunes happen when one thinks leafr 

of them. I was walking in th~ garden. 

My governefs ftaid a little behind rne 

_ to gather fo;ne thyme, I believe. I 
turned into another walk. There I faw 
the high ladder that goes on little wheels. 

It is juft fre:fh painted. It is a beautiful 

green, and does fo fhine in the fun.---, 

That I !hould have an inclination, with­

out either rhirne or reafon to clirnb up 

this ladder !--Howevrer, I do not think 

I intended to climb very high. Well,, 

fviamma, at the fourth!. or at moft the 

fifth round---I think it was but the, 

fourth, my foot Dipped, or both my feet 

at once. I do not very well know how 

I fell ; but here I am with 1ny fore head 

knocked to pieces, and my face all in a 

mun1my. I have befide fcratched 1ny 

knees, and my Governefs has put fo1ne 

arquebufade water to it. I affure you, 

iv1amma, it gives rne a great deal of pain., 

if I were to co1nplain. _ · -
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MOTHER. 
Probably it mt1fi: be a very ufeful, or 

a very glorious aq_ion, to climb up a 
ladder newly painted and fiippery; iince 
we thereby hazard killing ourfelves, or 
at leaft being maimed or lamed for the 
refi: of ol1r days. 

EMILY. 
vVhat, Marnma l fhall I always be this 

figure ? 
MOTHER. 

You mufr acknowledge you have not 
neglected the means of acquiring fuch ~n 
advantage. 

EMILY. 
What advantage ? 

MOTHER. 
I own it will be f omewhat vexatious 

to be obliged to wear, a11 your life, a 
patch at the tip of your nofe, and that by 
making fo rieecllefs an experirnent. 

E M IL Y. 
Do you apprehend that will be necef­

fary, Ma1n1na? 
lvl OT HE R. 

It will not be your fault, if you come 
off at a cheaper rate. 

EMILY. 
I think my Governefs might have fore-: 
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warned me. She might as well have ga­
thered her thyme and her lavender after­
ward ; and then {he would not have had 
the trouble of bathing me. 

MOTHER. 

How · could your Governefs forefee, 
that a little girl, not higher than a cab­
bage, fhould take it into her head to 
climb up a ladder ; it could not eafily be 
imagined) as fuch a thing does not hap­
pen once in an hundred years. 

I EMILY. 

But Mamma, I am too young to take 
care of myfelf; and I fuppofe it is for 
that purpofe rhy Governefs is with me. 

MOTHER. 

What ! to take care of you ! I never 
gav~ he~ that commiffion; nor do I think, 
had I w1fhed her to do fo, fhe would have 
confented to it, on any condition. Do 
you ferioufly think any one would under­
take the charge of a child who will not 
take eare of herfelf; and who has not 
fenfe enough to fay thus ; 'I'he pleafitre 
of clz'mbing up a ladder, though it mcry · 
be very great, is not worth the chance of 
breaking one's neck ; and how can you ex­
pect a {hanger. to be more interefted in 
your welfare than yourf elf ? 
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EMILY. 
Then what did you let me have a 

Governefs for ? 
MOT I-1.E R. 

I have commiffioned her to warn you 
of thofe · dangers you are unacquainted 
with, and the rifks you may unknowingly 
run. ·Once forewarned of them, it de­
pends on your own will and prudence to 
preferve you from them. Your faf ety 
and prefervation muft be your own work; 
and if you neglect that care, in vain 
.ihould I furround you with guards, and 
governeffes, you would, at every 1110111ent, 
be. the victi111 of the dangers children are 
liable to in their career. 

EMILY. 
Indeed, Mamma, I did not know that. 

I thought I might do any thing n1y Go.­
vernefs had not forbidden me to do. 

Mo THE R. 

Did fhe ever forbid you to throw your­
felf out of the window ? 

EMILY. 
No, Mamma. 

. . .MOTHER. 
Why have. you never attempted it ? 
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EMILY. 

Becaufe 1 know it would kill me. 
1\1.o THE R. 

14 

You might alfo be perf uaded, that to 

fall fr0m a. ladder would kill you . 
. E M J LY.. 

It is certain, that had I .not fallen on a 
great heap of leaves, I might perhaps 
.n ever have .rifen a.gai-n. 

MOTHER. 

Befide1 I ihould like to know one 

t hing .? 
EMILY~ 

What is that, Matnma ? 
MOTHER . 

Whether thofe young perfons, who { o 

:carneftly defire to be informed of what 

1nay be hl1rtf·ul to them, and expect to be 

forbidden doing what is not -expedient, be 

.always difpofed to confonn to the advice 

they receive .? 
EMILY .. 

_i\re yo\l f peaking of me, n1y dear 
. If ~ ... r1am1na. 

MOTH.ER .. 

1 afk yoo. 
EM t LY. 

T o fpeak the truth, when I a111 forbic.l ­
den to ·do a thing, I -do it not; but jf I 

VoL. L N 
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miftake not, I have fon1etirnes a great 
defire to do it, to fee whether I have 
been told truth or not ; and if I were left 
by myfelf at the tin1e, I do not know 
what might happen. 

MOTHER. 
You fee the method of for bidding you 

to do either this or that, is not fo effec-· 
tualJ as you would have perfuaded me. , 

EMILY. 
It is true, that when I fay to myfelf, 

I will not do fuch a thing; my refolution 
is firm, and I have no temptation to break 
lt. 

MOTHER. 
Then I may be aifured, you will not 

again have any inclination to clin1b up a: 
fiippery ladder ? ·· 

EMILY. 
You may make yourf elf eaf y on that 

head. 
. MOTH.ER . 
You muft own, the leffons of expe­

rience are fuperior to thofe taught by 
governeffes. Indeed you might have had 
the latter for nothing, and the former 
coft you a fcratched knee, a f welled fore• 
head, and a patch upon your nofe, 
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EMILY. 

But I hope I fhall not wear it always; 

fhall I, :t\1amma ? 
/ MOTHER~ 

I hope not. However, a leffon that 

will teach you to avoid breaking your 

neck for your amufernent., is worth pay-
ing for a little dearly. · 

EMILY. 

Oh ! Mamma ! pray difpenfe with my 
wearing this patch ? -

MOTHER. 

Were it in my power you would be 

difpenfed every inconvenience. I :fhould 

be fomewhat confoled for your accident., 

had you n1et with it in any honourable 

purfuit. 
EMILY. 

Honourable, Mamma ! 
IVI OTHER. 

Yes, honourable. For infl:ance, fuch 

as in running a race with the companions 

of your walks, or in other ufeful exercifes 

with them. I am fenfible that it is pof­

fible to fall on your nofe in that fport ; 

but at leafl:, there is fome honour and 

profit after all. . A. prize may be gained, 

the body may be ftrengthened and ex­

panded, fteadiriefs ar:id agility may ·be 
N 2 
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acquired, you may be-come dexterou5 and 
graceful, and learn to avoid, as you run,, 
the ftones, roots of trees, or other things. 
that might hurt you. You might even 
learn not to fall, which is a very falutary 
knowledge~ 

EMILY. 
So it is, when one has learned it, 1,hen­

there is no.thing to be learned b-y dimb­
ing ladders?· ls there no addrefs want­
ing to climb a ladder ? 

MOTHER. 
To climb one there may be, but not 

to fall fro1n it .. Be.G.de, I thought Emily 
did not practice exactly the fame exercifes 
as her brothers do ; that ihe had already 
p~rceived what beca1ne them very well, 
no way fat well upon her; and that the 
n1odefty of her fex demanded a decency 
and referve, which ought never to be 
forgotten in the warn1th and effervefrence 
even of childhood. 

EMIL. Y. 
I tell you) Man1ma, all my misfortunes 

to-day proceed from your not acco111-
p:1.nying rne in 1ny walk. Your bufinefa 

, was very unfeafonable jl.1ft then. When 
we walk together, none of thofe whi111& 
ever come into n1y head) that encl in a 
broken nof'e. \Ve talk.1 and pr:1r.tle1 and 
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' 
fay fenfible things; and if I now and 

then ikip about a little, that does not in­

terrupt our converfation. You have pa­

tience with your Emily, who is fome­

times a little giddy. And then you make 

me take notice of f o many things I never 

obferved before; I hear and fee a hun­

dred times more when I a1n with you., 

and that amufes and employs me; and 

there is no time to ftop at a ladder. Do 
you recollect, Mamma---the other day--­

in the field of clover---the partridge call- · 

ing home her little ones in the evening; 

but they returned not. Oh! it was fo 

affecting ! The poor mother ! She was 

in fuch trouble ! 

MOTHER. 

Having efcaped the gun of the fportf­

man, fhe knew not that her little ones 

had fallen a prey. ' 

EMILY. 

Hunting is a terrible thing: if my 

brothers would lifren to me, they would 

never hunt. 

MOTHER. 

The p~rtridge.s and .hares would be .of 

your opm1on. 
N .3 
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EM It. Y.. 
W dl ! till you told me, I knew n.o­

thing of all that. I arn. fure, I have heard: 
that cry twenty tirnes,. .nq.y, an bunclre:d, 
perhaps; the found of which n(:)w gives 
.we fq \nuch pain.;. but I. k1:1ew 1;1.ot what i-t 
n1eant.,, qnd I might as_ w·~ll lliave be-~n 
d~af. See ,vb.at it is, howevet, M.anM'fl.a,. 
to waJk.. witn you. We Q1Jgh.t t.o fe~ttle­
th_q,t matter,. and never to walk wit-ho,ut 
e.ach other. 

Mo THE R • 
. That n1atter is partly fettled. y -ou 

know l never walk withont you► True 
it is, my health and occupations will not 
permit me to accompany you in _all your 
rambles, fo fal:utary at your age. 

EMIL~. 
It is very vexatious. 

Mo THE R. 

A~ to me, I am obliged to ftay a:t 
ome,. in great anxiety, lefl rny child 

fuould return wounded or larned. 

EMILY. 

Th1t will not happen agai11~ 
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MOTHER. 

Not by a fall from a ladder ; but is 
there no other carelefs trick that may 
p1~ov.e fatal ? 

EMILY. 

Oh l Mamma ! I will not be fo care­
lefs again. I now know no one can take 
fo much care of me as I can of 1nyfelf. 

1\10 THE R. 

And that it is iropoffible to take care 
of a child who will not ta:ke care of her­
felf. 

EMILY. 

You will fee quite another Emily. 
MOTHER. 

Probably you will not confine your 
vigilance to a phyfical prefervation of 
your perfon, but extend it ov.:er your 

- moral conduct. 
EM I· LY-. 

vVhat is moral conduct ? 
MOT HE.R. 

It is the principl~ which ordains and _ 
regulates our inclinations, and directs the 
actions that proceed fro1n them. 

E . MILY. 

I thought, M amma, that you had re­
f erved that province for yourfelf. You 
direct my occupations, rny a1nufen1entsJI 
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and all n1y actions. I like you fhould. 
What would you have me do in it? 

MOTHER. 

I grant that I regulate the difpofition 
of your time, in the beft manner I can ; 
but to direct the actions of a child, who 
will not direct herfelf: appears to me no 
lefs difficult, than to take care of one who 
will not take care of herfelf. 

EMILY. 

What ! muft I alfo direct my own con~ 
duct? I fee without f uf peering it, that I 
do a great deal, or at leaft I have a great 
deal to do. 

MOTHER. 

And I will fhew you, that my direction 
will be ufelefs without your own. 

EMILY. 

Pray do, Mamma. 

MOTHER. 

I will relate a recent fact, fince it hap­
pened only yefterday evening. 

EMIL v. 
Ah ! 1 guefs what it is. 

MOTHER. 

You then convinced me, that your 
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principles of conduct did not agree with 
mine. You know that when we. are 
tete-a-tete, I never find fault with the 
jumps, and gambols you make in the 
roon1; and that you are at liberty to ftun 
rne with your noife, rack.et, and reft­
ldfnefs; it is the privilege of your age,. 
and I cannot reproach you for making 
ufe of it. But you alfo know, that it is 
not agreeable, when I have cornpany;. 
neither ought you to oblige me to attend 
to you at that tinie, and ftill lefs engage 
the attention of the co;:npany by your 
nonfenfe. I have faid to you more than. 
once, Emily, when I ha7.,1e company, you: 
would do right to go into the next room, and 

employ or amufe your/elf as becomes your 
years; but you would never go. You 
affure me, that you are fenfible of the 
neceffity of being quiet; that you will fit 
down on your own chair clofe by me like 
a flatue; and that the converfation will 
a~nufe you very 1nuch---Y et, yefterday­
evening---It is certain I did not expe& 

fo many of our neighbours-•~ 
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EMILY. 
And the converfation was not very ,.. 

ammmg. 
MOTHER. 

You 1nade your efcape, and went to 
_play at the other end of the room, w~th 
·vour brothers. You made aln1oft as 
~1uch noife as they. li firanger, who 
with reafon, looked on vou as a little 
countrj girl, at leaH: as 'no one of any 
t:onfequence, joined your party, chucked 
you under the chin, and twirled you 
about like a puppet. You bluihed. 

EM IL Y. 
What! Man1ma ! did you fee all that ? 

You did not feem to look that way. 
MOTHER. 

I thought you would have f 01lowe4 
your brother's example, and been one ot 
the dragons. 

EMILY. 
Indeed, Mamma, I was as red as fear­

let when the gentleman, pretended that 
he would turn me round like a tetotum. 
What bufinefs had he to meddle 1n our 
play? 

MOTHER. 
It was not he who had no bufinefs 

there. 



Con. VII. t'JF EMILr. 

EMILY. 

Perhaps it might be I. But, my 
dear Mamma, you 1night have prevented 
hi1n. 

MOTHER. 

You could more eafily have done that. 
Had he obferved in your countenance 
that modefty, that referve, which ought 
ever to accon1pany young perfons of yolir 
.fex, he would not have prefumed to have 
taken that liberty ; I n1ake no doubt, that . 
had I reproached him for it, he would, 
from refpect to n1e, have appeared fame­
what forry ; but do you fuppofe my re­
proa_ches would have infpired him with 
rnore .refpectful fentiments for you ? or . 
th.at he would have regarded you other­
wife than a little giddy child? 

·EMILY. ' 

T o be (ure ! 1 behave like one fome-. 
times. 

MOTHER. 

You fee it is not in my power to give 
others a favourable idea of you ; nor can 
I oblige the rn to pay you any attention, 
m uch lefs treat you with that refpect: 
every woman f1iould be anxious to ob.­
t~in; at leaft you ought to fecond me by 
your deportment and .looks. It is not fo 

/ 
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e2.fy as may be thought, to direct a young 
perfon who pays no attention to her own 
conduct, and who is not her own go­
vernefs. 

- EMILY. 

You might at leaft, my dear Mamma, 
~ave drawn me out of the fcrape by call­
ing me away. 

MOTHER. 

I grant it would have been very eafy 
to have, in a mo1nent, fixed the eyes of 
the whole circle on your little i1npru­
dence; 

EMILY. 

Well 1 in my life, I was never in fuch 
difrrefs ! I knew not how to get to n1y 
little chair again; I tho'ught it was a mile 
off. I thought I would have given any 
thing if > ou wou1d have fcolded me be- -. 
fore all the company. The gentleman 
would at lea.ft have feen that I was 011e 
of the farni1y, and perhaps he went away 
in doubt of that ; for in vain I coughed, 
you would not look towar~ n1e. 

r.✓.I OT H ER. 

There was nothing fatisfaclory in all 
that, either to you or 1ne. 
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EMILY. 

Why did you not tell me of it before 

you f~nt me to-bed, in our little con­

. ference in a low voice, whe~ we were 

fettling our family affairs, as Madam de 

Breon· fays? 

M QT HER. 

I was not forry to let you fieep upon 

it. True it is, I thought to have re ... 

1nonftrated with you ,to-day ; I then did 

not foref ee that a broken nofe would have 

p revented me. 

EMILY, 

There I was the dupe; and I faid 

behind 1ny curtains, It is not Jo bad; 
as jhe Jaw nothing of it, and as it never 
will happen a_ fe·cond time. She, that 

is you ; take notice, whenever I talk to 

1nyfelf. When I fay behind rhy curtains, 
that alfo is my way of talking ; for yotf 
know, I have none, you will not let 1ne1 

it is not one of y.our principles; and now, 

as I a1n no lon o·er afraid of the rnoon, I 
. ~ . 

V or, , L . 0 
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do not 1nuch care, except' for the honour 
of it. 

MOTHER. 
How can your honour be affected by 

having no curtains? 

EMILY. 
Why, yes, Mam ma, for methinks it 

makes me look ten ti1nes more like a 
child than one really is. 

MOTHER. 
You muft acknowledge, that it is be­

ing much n1ore fo to cry aloud, when the 
full moon .fhone upon your bed through 
the windows. I believe that folly lafted 
n10re than fix months. But we will think 
no more of that, it is no .fhining part of 
your hiftory. 

EMILY. 
· ·True, Mamma. Let us forget it. But 
I was very little and foolifu then. I 
thought I faw a face rnaking mouths at 
me. 

MOTHER. 
The moon, which you now contem­

plate with fo _!:Duch pleafi1re, at that 
ti1ne made mouths at you. 

EMILY. 
You know, Mamma, that our living 
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in the countrv, and our walks rnade 1ne 

alter my opin"ion. 

MOTHER. 

However, there was no occafion to 

have the vanity to cry abm:1t it. 

EMILY. 

Vl as there any vanity in it ? 

MOTHER. 

You know the moon enlightens our 

hemifphere, and you confined its func­

tions to terrifying a little girl. I fay, 
that little girl 1nuf1 have a great fund of 

vamty. 
EMILY. 

But now, that little girl being no 

longer a baby, will be vain of not crying 

any rnore. I had, however, half a mind 

to cry after my fall, though I did not ; 

and as I hobbled back again, I faid, 

foftly, It is )'our own fault, 1\1.ifs, Jo do not 

behave like a baby, nor make a noife about 

it. 
MOTHER. 

Tears are certainly no remedy for any 

evil ; but fince you practice the excellent 

habit of talking· behind your curtains, 

though you have none, methinks you 

1night have faid yefterday, She Jaw. no-
0 2 
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thing; perhaps none of the company re­
marked what paj/ed; but the evil, if there 
were any, is not Jo very /mall, jince I am 
fenjible of it myfelf. 

.. 
EMILY. 

That is true. o ·ne cannot be at reft, 
when one knows evil has happened 
through our fault ; bl1t I am always hap­
py when I can avoid giving you ·pain. 

I\10 THE R. 

I a1n very much obliged to you, pro'"' 
vided you do not too eafily pardon your­
felf for the little errors you are guilty of. 
Every one ought to judge fevere ly their 
own actions. If you do not dread your 
own condemnation more than that of the 
:whole world beiide, if your cenfure be 
not rnore inexorable than m ine, I would 
•r ather take p art' of the affliction attend­
ing your errors) than be ignorant of 
them. 

EMILY. 
M y way is, when I have been guilty 

of any folly, to _go into a corner, fhut 
my eyes clofe , and n1ake a face that I 
th ink muft be very ugly. I ftay there 
1nore or leis time, according a.s I co1ne 
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to 111yfelf again ; and when I think I 

have done fo, I co:.ne out of my corner. 

MOTHER. 

The efficacy of that cufi:om does not 

depend on the ugly face you make, but 

the reflecl:ions that accompany it in the 

corner. 
EMILY. 

Oh! they do not always come at once! 

fometimes they do not occur till the day 

following, and fon1etimes not till a week 

after, and never unlefs I ihut my eyes. 

Do you think that is being fevere 

enough? 
MOTHER. 

_ That quefl:ion is two important to be 

lightly anf wered. One general rule is, 

there can be no danger in being too fe­

vere to ourfelves ; and that there is great 

danger in not being fevere enough. 

EMILY. 

But mufi: I be abfolutely more fevere 

than you are ? 
MOTHER. 

Wjthout doubt, 1ny dear,, efpec_ially 

as I am fenfible that I a1n not 11-re­

proachabl e on that head. I am, perhaps, 

too n1uch diipofed to excufe yo.ur faults; 

0 3 
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to fee the beft fide of you, the fide that encourages and confoles me. Now, were we both to exhauft every indulgence to­
ward you, we might be, in time, out in our reckoning, by miftaking real defects for amiable qualities. 

EMILY. 
Firft, I muft know h~w to take care of n1yf elf. I muft alf 0 know how to direB:: my moral conduct; and then you want me to take upon me the cenfure of my conduct. 

MOTHER. 
And in the 1noft rigid n1anner too. If you can but once fay to yourfelf, that you watch with feverity your own con­

duct, you have fcarcely any thing to ap­prehend; whereas, if you rely on the vigilance of others, even on mine, you run fome rifks, whenever we are feparated, as you experienced yefterday and to day. 1~he Cenfor is ever watchful over himfelf; and as he cannot flee from hi1nftlf, he is 
lways in faf~ty under his own guardia1;1-

fhip. 
EMILY. 

I underftand you. They are two. Firft the thing, and then he who takes 
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care of it. But how can one take upon 
one's fel:f the air of a Cenfor? 

MOTHER. 

Before you a-:t, you muft reflect; and 
after you have acted, you muft reflect 
again. Thofe reflecl::ions form principles,. 
and thofe principles become, in time, the 
f acred and invariable rules of conducl::, 

1 

and prudence, that no paffion, no inter­
eft, no power can tear from your heart. 
An equivocal, or doubtfi1l aclion then,. 
appears horrible, a bad acl::ion impoffible. 
~y little and little the characl::er is form­
ed; by the continual exercife of its own 
ftrength, it is daily fortified ; and what 
you call the air_ of a Cenfor, will fit fo 
naturally upon you, that without any 
effort on your part, it · will attracl:: the 
efteem and regard of all who approach 
you. ·Furni!hed with the two !hields of 
moral recl::itude, and the eftee1n of 
others, you may undertake the voyage 
of life with confidence, which is ftrewed 
with dangers, for thofe whofe characters 
are unf ettled and weak. 

EMILY. 

I believe, Man1ma, what you fay is 
very fine; but I do not very well under­
ftand it. 
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MOTHER. 

You are right. I was to blame. I was 
a little anitnated; and had you not 
warned 1ne, I fhould have loft myfelf 
in regions above our fphere; but I am 
happily returned -to my Emily. 

EMILY. 

All I know is, that as foon as I :fhaU 
have got rid of my patch, I will try to 
form my character. 

MOTHER.. 

In the mean time, I advife you to 
have your face and knee well bathed, for 
you cannot be very comfortable. 

EMILY. 

Oh! it is not much. h is· a leifon I 
fought after. 

MoTHKR. 
. Yes ! and from the top of a ladder; 

EMILY. 

No matter, n1y dear Mamma; plea­
f ure comes as wdl as pain, when we le aft 
expect it. I thought I fhould have fpent 
a dif mal evening; but I fhall leave you 
as happy as a ~ een : Y?u, have diveru-d 
n1y pain by the moft deligntf ul converfa­
tion in the world. 
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MOTHER. 

Go. And when you are in bed, I will 
make you a vi.Gt. 

EMILY. 

Then I ihall not bid you good night, 
my dear Mamma. But pray ,turn your 
eyes the other way ; I do not much care 
you fhould fee how I walk to-day. 

( 
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EMILY. 

M AM~~A, do you know, that little 
Duple.ffes is dead ? 

MOTHER~ 
Yes, I do. 

EMIL-Y. 
Was that the reafon his mother came 

here this morning? 
MOTHER. 

Yes. Do you know what occafioned 
the death of her -fon ? 

EMILY. 
No, Mam1na. 

MOTHER. 
It was owing to his obftinacy in con­

cealing a fault he had been guilty of 
from his mother. 

EMILY. 
I-Iow f o, Mam ma ? 

MOTHER. 
About fix weeks fince, the poor woman 
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being obliged .to· go from home, fhut the 
child up in a room, as was her cuftom. 

EMILY~ 

That is a cuftom I do not approve. 
MOTHER. 

Neither do I. But poor people are 
under the r,ieceffity of d0ing fo, when 
their bufinefa requires it. Young Du­
plej[zs' mother had forbidden him to 
get up on the chairs. Yet no fooner was 
he alone, than he got upon an arm-chair, 
thence upon a cheft of drawers, to reach 
fome fweetmeats he had feen upon a 
fuel£ He ate as much as he could, and 
in getting down again, he fell upon his 
head, and hurt himfelf very much; but 
he, would not .acknowledge it, leH: he 
fhould be reprimanded. Some time 
after, he was feized with a violent head­
ach and fever. He was much folicited 
to own, whether he had not had a fall. 
Not forefe.eiRg the confequence, he 1nain­
tained, that nothing had happened to 
him : in fhort, two days before he - died, 
he owned the whole; but it w~s then too 
late ; a gathering was formed in his 
head, and the evil was without remedy . 

. _EMILY. 

And fuppofe he had owned it direcl:ly? 
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MOTHER. 
He might have been faved) .no doubt. 

EMILY. 

What would have been done for him? 
MOTHER. 

Had he been bled immediately after 
the fall, it would have prevented the· 
effects of it. 

EMIL' Y. 
What a melancholy adventure! 

MOTHER. 

You fee a concealed fault is not lefs _ 
a fault; and though unknown, is not ex­
en1pt from its effect; though a child 
cannot forefee its too frequentlY- fatal 
confequences. 

EMILY. 

I fee what fallows, Ma1n1na. It [peaks 
for itfelf, and in the moft ftriking man­
neL It is a good thing to have a friend· 
---you know--to whom we 1nay com­
municate all our follies without fcruple. 

rvI OTHER. 

And who will judge for us of the con­
fequences they may have, and which, it 
is of in1portance for us to know. 

EMILY. 

That we may be faved from ruin ; jg 
it not> Mamrna ? But fince this child 
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was fo very naughty, why does his mo­
t11er grieve .for his lofs ? 

]\,f QT HER. 

Becaufe nature is rnore powerful than 
reafon; becaufe maternal tendernefs is 
the moft ui1contro1lable of all fenti­
ments ; becaufe a mother always hopes 
that her child will i111prove, as well fro1n 
the advice he receives, as frmn his own 
•expenenc.e. 

EMILY. 

Mamma, will you be kind enough to 
tell me what experience is ? 

MOTHER. 

]t is ·the knowledge we acquire by the 
recollection of paft events. For example> 
your experience has already taught you, 
not to clin1b Dippery ladders ; and how 
unhappy thofe perfons 1nuft be, who 
.never facrifice their inclinations to their 
duty. 

EM IL Y. 

So ! now there is another word I do 
n ot underftand. \Vhat is a facrifice ? 

MOTHER. 

Then you make facrifices like the 
Bourgeois Gentilhomme of his ,profe, with-
-0ut knowing it. We make facrifices 

VoL. I. · P 
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for Ol1rfelves) and others. Thofe we 
make for ol1rfel ves, conuft ~n renol1nc­
ing a pre:ent, and often an imaginary 
advantage ; the value of which we are 
apt to exaggerate; to procure ourfelves a rnore diCT:ant one, cf greater import­
tance, a more laCT:ing, and more folid 
one. 

E MIL Y. 

Bow is that, Mamma? 

MOTHER. 

That of one day afpiring to be claffed 
-a1nong the 1110ft worthy and an1iable per ... 
fons of your fex. 

E:rvIILY. 

O,h ! I now lmderftand you very wdl ; 
and it is well worth the pains. 

MOTHER. 

Such is the facrifice we make of our 
pleafure to our duty; and you fee it is a 
good calculation, for you muft gain by 
it in the end. 
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EMIL Y . 

Then l may one day be an1ia.ble per­
haps, Mamma ? 

MOTHER. 

Perhaps you ·may, if yot1 perfevere in 
cultivating your underfranding, and the 
talents that nature n1ay have beftowed 
on you ; for I never heard of any who 

- becarne fo by idlenefs and inattention. 
· EMILY. 

Nor I neither. And what are the facri­
fices we make for others ? 

MOTHER. 

They confift in renouncing a perfonal 
pleafure, or advantage to procure either 
for another. That is what we call good­
nefs. Sometimes even we confent to 
our own injury, and voluntarily draw 
upon ourfelves inconveniences to ihield 
others from the1n, or to procure them 
fome very great good fortune; and then it 
is called either generofity, or even hero­
ifi11, according to the value of the facrifice • 

And is 
by that? ~ 

. EMILY. 

there any thing to be gained 

MOTHER. 

\Vithout doubt, fince, as you know, it . 
is of great in1portance for us to be well 

- .P 2 . 
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with our confcience, which then infpires: 
'llS with a fund of [elf-approbation. 

EMILY. 
It tells us fo foftly? 

MOTHER~ 
And it adds, that others have reafon 

to value us. This convicrion of having 
acted up to the elevation of our fouls, 
and the dignity of our natures, is a fourc'e 
of the 1noft delightful enjoy1nents. 

EMILY. 
Ma1nma., give me leave to aik you 

one .thing. 
MOTHER. 

Speak. 
EMILY. 

\Vhy did you make the ~11ife of Du­
pleffis go into your roorn ? 

fv10 THE R. 
What do you find fingular in that?. 

EMILY. 
But you bade her fit down .. 

rvr OTHER .. 
What then? 

EMIL Y. 
:t.J ay, you took her by the hand. She 

began to cry, and the tears came into 
your eyes.; and you called her you1~ 
child. 
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MoTHE"R. 

What do you conclude frorn all that? 
EMILY. 

I fuppofe {he was in trouble, and you 
wanted to comfort her. 

MOTHER. 

You are right. 
EMILY. 

But I thought it was wrong to talk to 
fervants. 

MOTHER. 

Why is it wrong to talk to them ? 

EMILY. 

Becauf e there is no great good to be 
learned from their converfation. 

MOTHER. 

But fuppofe it is for their good? Sup­
pofe it be to confole them in their affiic­

, tions ? 
EMILY. 

Oh! that alters the cafe. 

MOTHER, 

Emily has no occafion to converfe with 
the1n ; for as they have not had the ad­
vantages of education, what can :fhe 
learn in a comm.erce with the1n? But I 
have great occz..fion to talk to them, par­
ticularly when they are in trouble. Who 

p 3 

\ 
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can better confole them than I ? Who 
is better acquainted with their fituation? 
Nothing levels conditions fo much as 
rnisfortunes. · I n1ay lof e my child to­
n1orrow, and be more n1if erable than the 
wife of Duplejfis; and in that cafel- this 
good wornan would probably be rnore 
afflicted than I am for the lofs of her f on. 

EMILY. 
vVhy fo, Man11na? 

MOTHER. 
Becaufe good fervants are n1ore at­

tached to their 1nafters, than a good. 
n1after can be attached to them. We 
have too 1nany objects of attach1T!ent fu­
perior to them,. they have none but us; 
which is the reafon that a good fervant 
deferves to be greatly efteemed. 

EMIL. Y. 
Indeed I think fo. 

MOTHER. 
It is their duty to ferve us, to be fob­

miffive to our orders, exact and faithful; 
ours to pay them jufrly, and to treat 
them with 1nildnefs and jl.1fbce. . But if 
they give us daily proofs of zeal, if 
they ferve l1S with affection and attach-

_., nent, is it not jufc that we fhould make 
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them as happy as 1t 1s m our power 

to do? 
EMILY. 

To be fore . But how? fince we n1l1ft 

not be farniliar with thern r 
MOTHER. 

That ~s not the h2.ppinefs they expect 

fro1n us. They neither want to be fa­

rniliar with us, or fit in our companyr 

· But when they ferve llS wel1, they have · a 

right to be well paid. Since perfons in 

thejr fcation are (which approaches to 

fervitude) neceffary to ·us~ we ought not 

to require more from. them than they 

can perform. Since they 2.re entirely 

fubject to us when in health, we ought 

to nurfe them when fide Since they are 

111en, our fell ow creatures, we ought to 

c0111fort the111 when in affliction. Since, 

in fine, we are f uperior to the1n in all 

things, our conduct ought to be to the1n 

a continual leffon of jm1ice, order, and 

probity. We are wanting to then1, when 

we permit them to fail in their duty. 

Our exarnple ought to 111ake them re­

fpectful. In a word, we ought to con­

duct ourfelves toward then1, as a good 

and juft father conducts hi1nfelf toward 
his children. 
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EMT LY, 
Then you are a father to the whole 

houfe? 
l'tl OT H ER. 

Your Papa and myfelf are the chief 
perfons of the houfe. I an1 your mother, 
and ftand in the place of one, to all thofe 
who are under my corn111and. 

EMILY. 
That is the reafon they all obey you? 

. Mo-rHtR. 
In every hou(e there is a family, large 

or finall. Every family has a chief, who 
governs and protects it, and to who1n 
all agree to refer; who watches over the 
interefts of every individual, and to whon1 
all are obedient. 

EMILY. 
And what am I ? 

1\10 T HER. 
You are one of the n1embers of the 

family. 
EMILY. 

How one of the· members ? Am I a 
member? 

MO 'r HER. · 
It is a n1ode of expreffion. As we de­

f cribe him who is the firft perfon in a 
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family, him who governs it, by the narne 

of chief, which rneans heC?d; we continue 

the comparifon, and call the other per­

fons who cornpofe the family, the mem-
b C • ers 01 1t. 

EM I L Y . 

Then the fervants are alfo members ? 

MOTHER. 

Certainly ! each in his fphere, and al­
lotted place. Befide, as men, we are 

all equal, that is, every human being has 

a clai1n to our benevolence. 

EMILY. 

What is the meaning of benevolence ? 

MOTHER. 

It n1eans good-will. The will to do, 
good. 

EMILY. 

Well, Mamma !' We 1nufl: then · have 

the •will to do good to all the wodd~ 

MOTHER. 

I an1 of that opinion, ef pecially if yo-u 

wifh all the world !honld do good to you. 

But as there are different fituations, and 
different claffes in focie ty, and as each 

clafs is upon an eql1ality; when ,ve 
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have any concern3 with men of a dif. 
ferent clafs to our own, we conduct our­
felves accordingly. If they be in a clafs 
above us, we owe the1n deference and 
refoecr; if below us, we behave toward 
the\1: with politenefs., attention., and hu­
marnty. 

EMILY. 

Does clafs mean the fame as 1n a con,.. 
. vent? 

MOTHER. 

Why not ? It may at leafr give you 
the idea. In a convent, age feparates 
the different claifes, fuch as the elder 

- boarders, the younger ones, and the no­
vices ; and you know, that age has a 
fuperior claim to refpect. In the world 
there are alfo different claffes; and it is 
birth and high offic es which determine 
the rank each c]afs hold.) in fociety. 
There is the clafs of courtiers, of mili.,. 
tary n1en, of magiftrates, and of com­
merce ; and perfons of the fame profef­
fion are ranked in the fame clafs. For 
inftance, the profeffion of anns is re­
ferved to the nobility. 
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EMILY. 

Then all officers are of the fame clafs 
as my Papa? 

MOTHER. 

Yes. Though in the military fervice 
there are different ranks, and various 
decorations. 

EMILY. 

What is decorations ? 

MOTHER, 

Exterior diftincl:ions; the right of 
wearing the orders of the King, fuch as 
the blue ribbon, the red ribbon, &c. 

EM IL Y. 

A propos, Mamma ! Who is the 
King? I have often thought of afking 

you. 1 

MOTHER. 

He is the chief of a large family. 

EMILY. 

So 1 So ! That is the reafon every one 
js obliged to obey him then? Are we of 
his family? Is every body of his fa-
111ily? 

MOTHER. 

\Ve are one of the fa111ilies he governs. 
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EMILY. 
Then. he is the chief of all fai,nilies. 

MOTHER. 
The inhabitants of a town or village 

are divided into fan1ilies; a kingdom is 
compofed of rnany counties and provin­
ces; and the King is the chief man in 
his kingdom. 

EMILY. 
What of all the families ? 

1\10 THE R. 
Yes. 

EMILY, 
Then he mun: have a great deal to do. 

MOTHER. 
So much, th~t he cannot do aU hi1n­

f elf. 
EMILY. 

How does he n1anage then? 
MOT I-IE R. 

He n1akes choice of perfons he judges 
to be worthy of his confidence ; and who 
govern his kingdom by his orders, and 
we are obliged to obey them, when they 
aEt by his authority. 

EMILY. 
J uft like your houfe-fteward, to whon1 

you give your orders every 1norning ? 
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MOTHER. 
Exactly.. The comparifon is not very 

noble; but no matter. 

EMILY. 

And are thof e who govern for the 
-King called houfe-ftewards r 

MOTHER. 

Not unlefs they manage his table. 
"Thofe who govern the kingdom are 
\called Minifters,, Governors, Comman­
ders, Comptrollers. They have dif­
ferent titles, according to their employ­
ments. 

EMILY .. 

But is the whole kingdom obliged to 
go every morning to enquire after his 
health, as I do after yours ? 

MOTHER. 
With a very little reflecrion, you would 

perceive that to be irnpoffible. 

EMILY. 

I was only in jeft. 

MOTHER. 
All his fubjeB:s cannot be adrnitted to 

that honour, nor do they frand in need 
of it. The privilege of going to C,ourt 

VoL. I. . Q_ 
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is referved to the Princes of the blood; 
that is to fay, his relations, his minifters, 
to perfons of confequence, and the 
nobility. 

EM IL Y. 
Much refpecr is due to hi1n then? 

MOTHER. 
As much as you owe me ; and for the 

fan1e reaf on. 
EMILY. 

The Dauphin is his fon. 
MOTHER. 

Dauphin is the title given to the heir 
to the throne of France; that is, to hi1n 
who in a direct line will be King after 
his prefent Majefty. · 

EMILY. 
It is a fine thing to be a King ? 

MOTHER. 
And efpecially to deferve the title of 

a good Ki~g-
EMILY. 

Why, is it fuch a fine thing ? 
MOTHER. 

Becaufe a good King is the father of 
his people, fovereignly juft, the glory of 
his n ion; and that the public good, 
which m ans the welfare of every order 
of citizens, is his work; as the well-
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being of a private family is the work 
and employment of a good father. 

EMILY. 

Then the King is very happy ? 
MOTHER. 

Moft certainly! for fince happinefs is 
the reward of all thofe who do good in 
their ftation., judge of the h~ppinefs of 
him, whofe care is the general good ! 

EMILY. 

He muft be very amiable too ? 
MOTHER. 

By tt e fame rule, the better we fulfil 
our duties, the rnore happy we are; and 
the more fatisfied we are with ourfelves, 
the more amiable we appear to others. 
Now, when the 1110ft important cf all 
duties is fulfilled, I a111 of opinion., it 
muft render hi111 who performs it greatly 
amiable. 

EMILY. 

Well, I love him, though I have 
never feen him. Why does he not come 
to fee you, Mamma, fince you pay your 
court to him ? 

MOTHER. 

The King does not vifit any one ? 
. EMILY. 

'Nhy not ? ls he Gck ? 
Q._2 
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MOTHER. 
Becaufe he is by his high ftation fo far 

exalted above others, that it is. not the 
cuftom for him to confer that honour· 
upon individuals. 

EMILY. 
He is wrong. We would try to a1nufe 

him here, fince he is fo good) and we 
love him f o well. 

MOTHER. 
And fuppofe he does not want us to 

a1nufe hi1n ? 
EMILY. 

I underfrand you ; he has his compa­
ny as you have yours. 

MOTHER. 
And moreover, he has more bufinefa 

to do than either you or I. 
EMILY. 

Nay, I am contented, provided he is 
happy. 

MOTHER. 
Befide, I think I fhould fee my little 

prattler in fine confufion, fhould his Ma­
j efty cmne hither. 

- EMILY. 
Why, yes, that might be the cafe--­

So much refpect:---and then, Mamma.l 
not being acquainted---The King is a 
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different man to a Marihal of France--­
But what makes him King ? Can any 

body be King ? 
MOTHER. 

That is, according to the different 
countries. In France it is the neareft re­
lation to the King, in a direct line, who 
fucceeds him; or to fay the fame th.ng 
in the ufual terms, in France, as in many , 

other kingdoms, the crown is hereditary. 
In fome countries, the people choofe and 
elect a King, this is called an Elective 
Monarchy. Every ftate has its laws and 
cuftoms. 

EMILY. 

Marnma, does my Papa fupply the 
place of a father to his fervants ? . 

MOTHER. 

Certainly ! What leads you to doubt 
it? 

EMILY. 

Becaufe you order every , thing in t~he 
houfe. 

MOTHER. 

When a woman, by her prudence and 
vigilance, deferves the confidence of her 
hufband, he gives up to her the care and 
conduct of his houfe ; becaufe he has the 
duties of his -ftation to fulfil, and his 

Q..3 
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time belongs more to the public con­
cerns than to his own. 

EMILY. 
Am I prudent, Mamma ? 

Mo THE R. 
Your own confcience muft anf wer 

that. 
EMILY . 

A-propos, Mamma, you promifed to 
tell me who Mr. Gobemouche is ? 

MOTHER. 

Now, indeed, here is an a-propos I 
did not expect. I do not think M. Gobe­
mouche of very noble extraction. If · I 
be not miftaken, we take it from an 
Italian farce. It is a- gentleman who has 
no opinion of his own, and yet likes to 
argue on all. · He does not underftand 
any fubject of converfation, yet willies to 
pafs for an adept; therefore, to conceal 
his ignorance, and want of opinion, lofes. 
himfelf in unmeaning expreffions. Since 
his appearance, we give his name to all 
thofe who talk a great deal, without fay­
ing any thing. 
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·EMILY. 

Talk without faying any thing! How 
can they do that ? 

MOTHER. 

Th~y do ; like a young lady of my 
acquaintance f ometimes does, ta.lk at 
random. 

EMILY. 

I will 1nend. I will no more talk of 
what I do not underftand: I have an 
opinion ; and my opinion is, that I will 
not be called· Mifs Gobemouche. Oh ! I 
wanted to afk you another thing. When 
fhall I read the hiftory of '.ritus and Do­
mitian? 

MOTHER. 

Prefently, if you like it. When you 
have finifhed your work. 

EM IL Y. 

Oh! Mam1na ! I have a great piece to 
do yet. If you pleafe, I will read it 
now, for I £hall not have done this half 
hour. 

MOTHER. 

I grant, that you have fat frill a con­
fiderable tir.ne, which we have talked 
away. Yet I wiih you to finiih your work 
before you change your place. 
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EMILY. 
I will finifh it) Mamma. But why 

may I not read now? for, methinks) I 
could finiih my work as well afterward. 

MOTHER. 
In fome years, I may perhaps be of 

your opinion, but I am not fo at pre­
fent. 

EMILY. 
Why fo, Mam1na ? 

MoTHEIL 

Becaufe I think the habit of not quit­
ting what you are about, js a very good 
one, and very eifential to be practifed at 
an early period) as it may influence your 
whole life. You are now of an age, in 
which the habits you take will be the 
longeft preferved; and if you do not 
take good ones, how will you manage 
hereafter? 

EMILY. 
C0me, I fee you are right. 

MOTHER. 
I imagine, it is natural at your age, to 

be fond of varying your occupations; _yet 
you muft not fly inceffantly from one to 
another, without cal1fe. 
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EMILY. 

When I am at play, for example, I 
muft not leave it to go to work; and 
when I am at work, I muft not think of 
play. 

MOTHER. 

You talk like an oracle. And when 
you leave your work, you fhould put all 
your things away, in the fame manner as 
when you leave your play. Our little 
code fays: Leave not thofe things fcat­
tered about that have ferved to amufe you. 

EMILY. 

Yes. Put every thing in its place. It 
teaches the love of order. You fee, Marn­
n1a, I remember the words of our code. 

MOTHER. 

It fignifies nothing_ to remember the 
words.) you muft put them in practice. 

EMILY. 

Mamma, it will c01ne in time. 
MOTHER. 

My child, it will never come, if you 
do not now begin. 

EMILY. 

Perhaps it is come a little already;· 
_ but the little . code fays, We muft not 

boaft. 
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MOTHER. 
I underfl:and you : it is your modefty 

which makes you conceal what I thought 
was ftill to come. 

EMILY. 
But, Iviamn1a, of what ufe is it to have 

the love of order ? 

MOTHER. 
Of the greateft. There can be n0 

good conduct without the love of order. 
What would you think of one,. who did 
not know how to .conduct himfelf? Order 
and rule are f ynonymous terms in 1natters 
of conduct. The love of order regulates 
all, and affigns to each thing its proper 
place. Without it, we can never know 
what we have to do ; not to mention the 
convenience of it. Abqve all, it gains 
time ; and you know that time is the 
moft precious thing in the world. 

EMILY. 
How does it make one gain ti1ne ? 

MOTHER. 
· When you fcatter the things you make 
ufe of, either for your amufement, or 
your work ; what happens when you 
want to find them again ? 
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EMILY. 

I know not where they are, becaufe 
the fervants have put them I know not 
where ; and I do not know where to look 
for them. 

MOTHER. 

And how do you get them again ? 
EMILY. 

I look for them. 

MOTHER. 

But do you not lofe tin1e in looking 
for them? 

EMILY. 

That is true. 
, MOTHER. 

Is that time well employed ? 
EMILY. 

No. 
MOTHER. 

Now, were you to put by your little 
affairs of an evening, you would find 
them immediately. 

EMILY. 

That is true. 
MOTHER. 

And much more convenient. 

EMILY. 

Yes, particularly the next day. 
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MOTH .,ER. 
A prudent perfon always thinks of the 

morrow. Then do you always find your 
things? 

EMILY. 
No. They are f ometimes loft. 

MOTHER. 
And perhaps you never think it is 

owing to your fault. 

EMILY. 
Why do not the people put away what 

they find? 
MOTHER. 

Why do you expect ·they fhould fet a 
greater value on what belongs to you, 
than you do yourfelf. They have no 
reafon to fuppofe, that what you fcatter 
about is worth taking care of. 

EMILY. 
That is true agam. 

MOTHER. 
Thus, a little giddy girl, runs the ri!k 

of lofing, by her negligence, and want 
of care, what belongs to her ; and is 
perhaps - guilty of injuftice, in laying 
blame on others for her own fault. In 
like manner., when you Lave not the love 
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,of order, the ideas are loft and con­
founded in the brain, like your play­
,things in your room ; and we know not 

what we fay, we know not what we want; 
,and we may be taken five times in ten 

.for fools, or dBnces. Do you now c01n .. 
prehend the ufe of the love of order? 

EMIL y .. 

It is more ferious than I thought. 
MOTHER. , 

Yet, behold ! the great piece of work 

,is finifhed which was to have taken up f o 
much time. 

EMILY. 

A child does not always know what 

fhe would fay, or what fhe would do-. 
MOTHER. 

Will 01-e read the hiftory of the two 
Roman · E1npe-rors, before ihe goes a 
walking .? 

' . EMitY-. 

Oh ! y.es I my dear, Ma[Dma; I had 
--already forgotten that. See, however., what 
· the love of order is. · 

. . . 

Mo T-H E It. 

The love of chil?iihnefs yotl rneanc 

Vo1 .. L R 
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NINCJ'H c -oNVERSACJ'ION. 

EMILY. 

WHAT a fine day it is for walking, 
Mamma ? It is a long time fince you 
told me a ftory ? 

MOTHER. -
It is fo. 

EMILY. 
Will you be fo kind as to tell 1ne one? 

Now pray do) 1ny dear Mamma? 

MOTHER. 
. Perhaps it will tire you. There is al ... ways f oinething moral in my tales. 

EMILY. 
The moral only is tirefo1ne when one 

has been naughty. 

MOTHER. 
That is, when it does not affect our .. 
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felves, and touches others only, we can 
endure it. 

EMILY. 

No, Mamma, that is not what I was 
going to fay. _ 

MOTHER. 

What then? 
EMILY. 

Muft moral always convey reproaches? 

1\10 THE R. 

No. It n1ay warn us of a danger be­
fore we have com1nitted the folly that 
leads to it. 

EMILY, 

I have no diflik.e to it then. 

1\10 TH ER. 

vV e ihall fee whether the moral of 1n y 
tale pleafe you. 

EMILY. 

Is your tale a very pretty one ? 
MOTHER. 

'You will judge of that. As we walk, 
I will relate to you the adventures of . 
two little gentlemen ; and you will tell 
me what you think of their conduct. 

EMILY. 

That I pro1nife you I will. Were 
they very amiable and good ? 

R 2 
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MoT HER .. 
y OU will fee. L.et u.s go· this way e 

The roa~ is pleafant1 and we ihall meet 
none to interrupt us. 

EMILY •. 
Well, Mamma ? 

MOTHER. 
Well, my child ! I was acquainted,. 

when in the country, with the fathers of 
two families> of a rniddling, though re .... 
putable ftation in life, and in good cir­
curnfcances. They had each a fon. 

EM IL Y •. 
Mamma, it is a good beginning. 

MOTHER. 
I am happy you think fo, my child~ 

EMIL v. 
And they had each a fon then? 

MOTHER. 
Thefe two young perfons were friends, 

according to the exa.mple of their pa­
rents ; or rather they were acqliaintance; 
for as each of the1n had a high opinion. 
of his own merit, they had not much~ 
confidence in each other .. 
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EMILY. 

So! fo ! 
Mo THE R. 

One day they feparately formed a 

fche1ne of quitting their paternal habita­
tion; and, without communicating their 
defign to each other, they refolved to 

make their efcape, and feek their for­
tunes at Paris. 

EMILY. 

Their paternal habitation means their 
father's houfe, does it not ? 

MOTHER. 

Yes. 
EMILY. 

What! did they go without leave ? 
That was very wrong. And quite alone 

too? They muft have been fools. What 
did they want to do ? 

. MOTHER. i 

What will ftill more furprife you is, 
that they had each a particular reafon to 
induce them to fray at home. 

EMILY. 

\Vhat was it, Marnma ? 

MOTHER. . 

0 ne of the111 was deaf; and the other, 

R3 
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though not abfolutely blind, could-fcarce~ ly fee his way. 

EM.IL Y. 
0 h ! poor children t 

MOTHER.. 
It would have been expedient to have­remedied thef e misfortunes before they began their journey; for thofe who live­in the world want their eyes and ear$> too. 

EM. I LY •. 
Indeed, I believe f o. I dar.e fay thofe two little gentlemen were not worth much, were they, Mamma ~ 

MOTHER. 
You determine haftily. Should you. like others to condemn your conduct and character, on account of a. whim that came atrofs your mind for an inftant ?. 

EMILY ... 
No, Mamma. 

. MOTHER .. 
Stay then, till you be informed of' their ftory, h~for.e you form an opinion. of them ; and if it cannot but be to their. difadv.antage1 you would do very right 

to fuppofe their errors. had been ex-­aggerated. 
E .M r· LY~. 

Why fo.,_ Mamroa? 
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MO 'PH ER. 

Are you not of opinion, that we can 
never know the fituation of other$ f()I 
well as our own ? 

EMIL y .. 

I believe f o, Mamma .. 
MOTHER, 

We n1uft therefore judge of their a:Et:ion~• 
with great referve and indulgence, be­
caufe we are unacquainted with what: 
they can fay in their excufeO' 

EM I L- Y .. 

That feem-s to be juft. 
Mo THE R . 

And efpecially to reflect and examine 
:a long time before we condemn. Should 
you not like people to act in that man­
ner toward you ? 

EMILY .. 

To be fure, Mamma. So I will fuf­
pend my judgment. It is the ihorteft 
way. 

Mo THE Ra 

And the beft. 
EM I LY .. . 

Well, what did they do next ? · 
Mo TH ER. 

Though their infirmity; at firft of no 
great confequence, daily increafed,. . yet 
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it hindered not their:1 project. Youth i~ 
headftrong, and fub1nits to advice wi1:h 
impatience. It doubts of nothing. Ima­
gination pro1nifes fuccefa; and reafon is, 
moft commonly the laft thing confulted. 

EMILY. 
That is the moral. Do you fay that 

for me, Ma1n1na? 

MOTHER. 
It is (o in my tale, for the ufe of all 

thofe perfons who love to confult their 
reafon, and who find their account in it. 

EMILY. 
Perhaps reafon is like confcience .. D ·oes 

it fpeak alfo ? 
MOTHER. 

To reffect on the advice we receive 
and follow it,_ when we find it to be good" 
is to liften to reafon. But that was not 
the cuftom of Merccurt, for that was the 
name of the deaf man. 

EMIL v. 
Oh! I wanted fadly to kn-ow his name .. 

I am glad he is no acquaintance of n1ineD' 
MO 'F HER. 

What fhaU I do, faid he, at my fa_ 
ther' s? Can I here hope for a lot worthy o.f . -
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me? I a1n tall and well made; I have 
merit and wit. Shall I live unknown t 
and under the pretence, that I am a little 
hard of hearing ? Do they think t0, 

confine me to an obfcure life ? They 
reproach me for my deafnefs, that they­
may refufe me the information I require; 
but I can do without it. I will no longer 
l_ofe my time in afking queftions ; and I 
can find my way alone. 

EMILY. 

Mr. Mercourt has a very good opinion 
of himfelf. He will not lof e his time2 

indeed l 
MOTHER. 

I know fome who though they do not 
fay fo., act in the fame manner. 

E -M IL Y. 

Who are they, Ma1nma 2 
MOTHER .. 

Thof e who do not i1nprove by good 
advice. It is juft the fame as faying, they­
will not lof e their ti1ne in liftening to it. 

EMILY. 

I hope I do not know any fuch per11 
fons? 

MOTHER~ 

Th.afe perfons are freqt1ently apt tQ 
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conde1nn in others the very faults they 
themfelves are guilty of, without ap­
pearing to know it. 

EMIL y,, 

I underfl::and you, Ma.in1na. 
MOTHER~ 

As to A1ercourt, he could not hear, 
the ref ore he was perfuaded no one ever 
fpoke to him; he 111ade a jeft of the 
infirmity of his cornpanion, and perceiv.:. 
ed not his own. If I were blind, faid he, 
I iliould not cornplain of being neglect­
ed. \~lithout eyes one is good for no­
thing·. My poor blind friend knows no­
thing but what I have taught him ; and 
he cannot flatter himf elf that he will 
·ever be any wifer. This misfortune 
moreover cannot be concealed ; mine 
eafily may. Nature has made rne arnends 
by an uncommon depth of underftanding. 
I will engage that the greatefl:: part of rny 
acquaintance have not yet perceived my 
pretended deafnefs. There is a way of 
taking part in every thing without com­
prehending any thing at all. A [mile, a 
nod; one word properly thrown in, ac­
cording to the air and gefl::ure of thofe 
who are talking, has given me the repu~ 
tation of being a very difcerning lad& 
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EMILY. 

He did juft _like Mr. Gobemouche. 

MOTHER. 

Exactly. I have often feen, continued 
he, the graveft perfons laugh at my jokes; 
a.nd the only thing I can reproach my 
deafnefs for, is, that I have not always 
heard the praif es beftowed on me. 

EMILY. 

What a droll creature ! I dare fay he 
made many a quiproquo. 

MOTHER. 

Do you know the meaning of a qui~ 
proq·uo? 

EMILY. 

Yes, Mamma. It is a kind of bull. 

MoT HER. 

And what.is a bull? 

EMILY. 

It is faying a thing that is not what one 
fays. 

MOTHER. 

~ ou may perhaps think your expla­
nation v-ery clear. You muft try to ex-: 



-so4 C O N P 'E R. S A T 1 O N S ·Con .. IX,, 

prefs yourfelf with more precifion. You 
know I a1n not quick of apprehenfion. 

EMILY.. . 
Oh! Ma1nma, you underftand v-ery 

well what I mean. 
·MoT HER. 

Suppofe that to be the cafe, I fhould 
.not be the better fatisfied. Since we f peak 
only to be underftood, methinks we 
ought to accuftom ourfelves to fpeak 
·with clearnefs, p-urity, and precifion. I 
fee neither -of thofe qualities in your 
explanation. 

EM! LY. 

Well then, Mamma, I mean when you 
fay one thing, and I n1ake a miftake and 
think I hear another, and reply accord-_ 
ingly. 

MOT.HER. 

That is fomewhat more intelligible. 
Let us fee. Perhaps an example will 
convey your idea more forcibly. 

EMILY. 
Then, Mamma, if you were to fay, for 

example, or any other perfon, fpeaking 
of me ; '!'here is a young lady who will do 
honour to her education; and another young 
lady palling by, and thinking you were 
fpeaking of her, fhould fay., making a 
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•curtefy, M(l,dam, you are very obliging ; 
that would be a quiproquo, would it not, 
Mamma? 

MOTHER. 

Or if it had been faid of her, and you 
had made the curtefy, the quiproquo, or 
the miftake would have been yours. 

E .MIL Y. 

Oh! yes! But I fhould not have made 
;a curtefy. 

Mo THE R. 

Why not? 
EMILY. 

Becaufe I believe we ought not to be f o 
.ready to apply praife to ourfelves. 

MOTHER. 

You are right. It is better really to 
-deferve it, than too eafily to believe it 
,our due. 

EMILY.. 

But our H:ory, Mamma? 
MOTHER. 

A propos !---While Mercourt e1nployed 
himfelf in his project, Sainville (that was 
the name of the blind 1nan) held council 
on his fide. The deafnefs of 1ny neigh­
bour, faid. he, troubles me; he will be 
obliged to pafs his life at his father's . 
What can a deaf man do in the world ? 

Vor.,. I. S 
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EM I LY. 
So then ! Here is another who fees 

the defects of his neighbour, and, I dare 
fay, fees not his own~ 

MOTHER. 
. That may be. As to 1ne, faid he, 
though I am a little weak-fighted, I have 
made myfelf amends by liftening with all 
1ny ears. I have 1nemory; I have ac­
quired knowledge ; Mercourt is proud 
and opinionated; I am docile, and eafily 
fubmit to the will of others. By that 
mean, I have difcovered the_ fecret of 
making ufe of their eyes. They fee for 
me, and fave 1ne the trouble of acting 
for 1nyfelf. . With the affiftance of good 
guides, I :fhall always get out of diffi­
culties. We rnc:iy rely on the affiftance 
of others when we place a confidence 1n 
them. 

EMILY. 
Hem! 

MOTHER. 
Their plan thus fixed, they were not 

long before they put it in execution. 
~itting, without ceremony, their pater­
nal habitation, they each took a different 
road, the blind man led by a guide, and 
the deaf one relying on his own n1erit, 
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EMILY. 

Ah ! now we ihall fee what will be­
corne of the1n. 

MOTHER. 

The firft day Sainville accufed his guide 
of having chofen the longeft and worf'c 
road; but arriving in the evening a,t the 
city, where they were to take places in a 
ftage-coach, he reproached hi1nfelf for 
his want of confidence in his fellow-crea­
tures, and was vexed to have thought 
unkindly of his conductor. As his fole 
e1nployLnent during the journey was get­
ting into the coach in the morning, and 
out of it at night, he was confinned in 
the idea, that in a country where a police 
is eftabliihed, people might do very well 
without their eyes. 

EMILY. 

What do you mean by a country where 
the police is eftablifhed? 

MOTHER. 

It is a country where every one lives 
in fecurity, without fearing left his 
neighbour ihould break through and in­
terrupt good order. 

EMILY. 

The order of whom? 
S 2 
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MOTHER. 
The public order-; the good order .. So we call that peace and tranquillity, which are the refult of good laws, and of the vigilance and cares of thofe who-govern. 

EMILY .. 
What ! are we governed? I never fup• pofed that. 

MOTHER. 
Becaufe at your age you neither think of the evil you are fhielded from, nor the f ource whence flow your bleffings .. Yet we were talking the other day of the· King and his Minifters. 

EMILY. 
And fo we were---But there is fome­thing I do not underftand. Pray, Mamma, tell rne what the King and his Minifters have to do with what we were 

juft now talking of ? 
MOTHER, 

I afk you. To whom did you com­
pare the King ? 

EMILY. 
Oh! now I know. He is the father of a large fa1nily. 

MO TH ER, 
What are the employments of a father of a family? 
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EMILY. 

He governs every thing. 
MOTHER. 

And by fo doing, he prefcribes to each 
his duties, he eftabliihes rules of con­
duct; fo that peace and order reign in 
his houfe. 

EMILY. 

That is what you call police then. 
MOTHER. 

It is called police, and government ; 
and we fay, that a fiate is well or ill 
governed, the police of a city is either 
good or bad, according to its_ laws; or 
that good laws are there in force, or 
neglected. In every city, there is a ma­
gifhate, who is called in France the 
Lieutenant of the Police, who is charged 
with the care of watching over the public 
fecurity, as well as that of individuals, 
and confequently, to punifh thofe who 
feek to difturb it: fuch as robbers., for 
example. 

EMILY. 

I have often heard talk of robbers. 
What-hann do they ? 

MOTHER. 

They feize, either by force or cunning, 
what does not belong to them. Now; as 

s 3 
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the firft law off ociety requires that every 
one :fhould enjoy in fecurity and peace~ 
that which belongs to him; you may 
fuppofe theft is one of the moft liable to 
puni:fhment; and that it ought to be fe­
verely curbed by the laws. 

EMILY. 
What were you faying, Mamma, about 

Mr. Sainville ?---I do not remember. 
MOTHER. 

I was faying, that he was of opinion, 
no one wanted eyes in a well governed 
country. 

EMILY. 
Why fo? 

MOTHER. 
Becaufe, faid· he, it would be even· 

troublefome to have good ones. I :fhould 
then be obliged to make ufe of them in 
the fervice of thofe who, like me, are a 
little weak-fighted; and who are far from 
being f o miferable as is generally fup­
pofed, fince they are exempt from many 
cares. 

EMILY. 
He muft have been very indolent. 

MOTHER. 
With thefe reflections, he one day 

tpought proper to continue his journey 
n foot, intending to overtake the coach at 
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the inn where it was to ftop to dine. He 
was provided with a guide. He marched 
gaily along, without dread of accidentsy 
liftening to the difcourfe of his conductor, 
who talked without intermiffion. He 
went on fo long, that Sainville concluded 
by his fatigue they muft have walked a 
great way. The guide had never been 
that road before, and did not very well 
know where they were; but perceiving 
f ome houfes, he was in hopes he :fhould 
there learn the right road. 

EMILY. 

I forefee, Mamma, that Sainville will 
come to an untimely end. 

Mo THE R. 

- In that caf e I will abridge my ftory. 
When they reached the hamlet, they 
found they had wandered out of the way 
above four leagues. They fortunately 
met with a good old man, who being 
unacquainted with the imprudence of the 
blind man, and believing him to be 
under the neceffity of trave Hing, took 
pity on him, kept him to dinner, dif­
rniffed his ignorant and carelefs guide, 
and fent his own f on with him, before 
night came on; to the town where the 
diligence was to ftop~ 
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EMILY. 
How kind that was in the old man! 

MOTHER. 
His f on, who had a good education, 

foon perceived the levity and imprudence 
of Sainville. He thought it his duty to 
give him fome good advice, which at 
firft was fomewhat irkfome to Sainville ; 
he regretted the lofs of his firft con­
ductor, who, in leading hi1n out of the 
way, had amufed him very agreeably by 
his difcourfe : yet as quickly conforming 
to the manners of his new companion, he 
difcovered in hi1n a profound underftand­
ing, and was delighted with his morality. 

EMILY. 
Come, come, perhaps he will improve 

by it. 
MOTHER. 

You will fee. Having overtaken the 
coach by the care of this good young 
rnan,---you perhaps will conclude he was, 
for fame time at leaft, difgufted with 
travelling on foot; but you are miftaken. 
The company in the coach was not very 
pleafing; and in that ref peer, he 1night 
think rightly. It is rather agreeable, 
faid he, to put myfelf in the way of 
meeting with fome little adventures; it 
varies the dull uniformity of life ; and 
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one can always fe<zure one's place in the 
diligence at night; he therefore fet out 
again the third day on foot, and made 
choice of another guide, with his ufual 
prudence. He, more fpeedily than the 
others, iniumated himfelf into the good 
graces of Sainville, by expreffing a great 
regard for him, by wiihing to be in­
f armed of his intentions, and entering into 
them in the moft 1ninute manner; and, 
in fhort, was defirous of knowing what 
money he had provided for his journey. 

EMILY. 

I think Mr, Sainville is more fortunate 
than prudent with his guides. 

MOTHER. 

This is rather a dangerous road, faid 
he ; the diligence has been attacked here 
more than once by highwaymen; you 
are very imprudent to carry your money 
yourfelf. If we ihould 1neet with any 
difagreeable company you cannot de­
f end yourfelf; but having nothing about 
you, no mifchief can b_efal you; and be­
fore they could obferve me, I :fhould be 
far enough off, and fave your money ; 
after which, I would afk for affiftance at 
the firft place I came to) and fly to your 
relief, though indeed you would want 
none; for thieves do not lofe time with 
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thofe who have nothing ; and_ I fhot1ld 
only have the trouble of coming to meet 
yot1. Sainville could not help expreffing 
his admiration at fuch fore-thought. Is 
it poffible, exclain1ed he, that my guides 
were not -ftruck by fo apparent a danger, 
and that they :fhould have expofed rne 
by their i111prudence to lofe all I have ? 
If I have preferved my money, I am not 
obliged to them for it. He haftened to 
place it in the hands of his new friend, 
telling him, at the fame time, that he 
had a bill fewed in the lining of his 
waiCT:coat, in cafe of accidents. 

EM l LY. 
He grows more prudent. Well ! bet­

ter late than never. 
MOTHER. 

The guide applauded his prudence; 
and, q. few mo111ents after, warned hi111, 
that a broad rivulet impeded their pro .. 
grefs. vVe muft undrefs, faid he. I will 
firft carry over your cloaths, and then 
come back and conduct you to the othet 
fide. · Sainville approved the plan, un­
drdfed hin1felf without hefitation) which 
he had no fooner done, than he found 
hi1nfelf feized, a.nd plunged into a deep 
river. Terror and danger deprived him 
of his fenfes, which he did not recover 
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for a long ti1ne, when he found hi1nfelf 
in the cottage of f0111e fifhermen, to whom 
he owed the affiftance that had preferved 
his life. 

EMILY. 

Oh! Mamma ! I did not expect fuch 
treachery. Poor young man, how I pity 
hi1n ! 

MOTHER. 

He continued a long ti1ne ill, and had 
leifure to reflect on the wickednefs of 
thofe people who have the ufe of their 
eyes. Thefe reflections produced in h,i1n 
a diflike to travelling; and when he had 
r.ecovered his ftrength, he folicited and 
obtained pardon for his flight; for which 
h,is father concluded, he had been fuf_ 
ficiently puniihed. At his return home, 
he adopted, during life, the three fol­
lowing maxims; firft, that the choice of 
a conductor is a very difficult tafk ; but, 
at the fame time, very neceffary for a 
blind man. The fecond, that when there 
is no doing without, it is better to fray 
a.t home. 1'he third, that when once 
provided with a good guide., 1t 1s wrong 
ever to quit him. 

EMILY. 

Oh! I underftand you, Ma1nma; that 
is the moral of your ftory. Fortunately, 
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. you know, Ma1nma, I am not fond of 
travelling, and I promife you I fhaH 
never travel alone, though I have two 
good eyes. 

MOTHER. 
You may travel without moving 

your chair. 
from 

EMILY. 
How fo, Mamma? 

MOTHER. 
Do you not look on life as a journey? 

You fet out from one point the moment 
of your birth; every day, every hour, 
every inftant, leads you to another point, 
in which you will ceafe to live! You 
fee you are not two minutes at the fame 
point; and that you inceffantly journey 
on, though you do not change your place. 

EMILY. 
· Very true, Marnma-! It is ftrange I 
never thought of that before. 

MOTHER. 
And do you imagine, my love, that in 

undertaking fo i1nportant a journey, it is 
poffible to do without an enlightened, 
and fready guide ? Are you very certain 
that you have two good eyes ? 

EMILY. 
By which you mean, Mam1na, that one 

ftands in need continually, do you not~ 
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MOTHER. 

What ufe do you f uppofe advice to be 
-Of? 

EMILY. 

Why, to conduct ourfelves with pro­
priety; to prevent us from committing 
,errors, and to learn what we do not al­
-ready know. 

MOTHER. 

You muft be fenfible, that thofe who 
have travelled a part of the way, are 
better informed than thofe who have but 
juft begun their career. They have ac­
quired experience, and muft therefore 
be of great ufe to young perfons, who 
-can have none; and when experience is 
united to a pe,netrating and reflecting 
underftanding, happy are thofe who meet: 
with, and profit by it. 

EM J LY .. 

Yes, it is very convenient. 
lVIoTHER. 

Convenient! not fo much fo as you 
fuppofe. 

EM I 1, Y. 

Indeed it is. We hear good counfel,, 
and follow it ; that is all. 

MOTHER. 

How are you to know it is good? . 
'\l OL. I. ·T 
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EMILY. 
That may be feen, I fuppofe. 

MOTHER. 
Then perhaps, every counfel bears 

with it an infcription, thus : I am good.; 
or thus ; I am bad. 

EMILY. 
_ Now, Mamma, you are pleafed to­

make a jeft of 111e. 
MOTHER. 

. I take not that liberty; but I have 
frequently heard, that ·it requires no 
fmall judg1nent to diftinguiih between 
good and bad counfel ; .that to do fo, it 
is needful to have been in the habit of 
exa1nining and reflecting; it is not there­
fore an affair of convenience or idlenefs, 
which induces us to follow good counfel. 
You have feen, that it is of the greateft 
importance not to miftake it. Sainville 
receives from his young conductor very 
good counfels; he adopts them without 
reflection, and confequently they are 
immediately forgotten. The next hour 
he lift.ens to pernicious counfels, which 
he thinks excellent, and fo does my 
Emily; he follows the1n, and falls a victim 
to them. 
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-EMILY. 

Give me leave to afk you one quef­
tion, Mamma. 

MOTHER. 

What is it? 
EM I L Y. 

Did you not change the end of your 
tale to deceive me; · or did it really hap­
·pen fo? 

MOTHER. 

What l do you f uf peel me of falfifying 
the ftory? 

EM I LY. 

Yes, to deceive me. . 
MOTHER. 

\Vhat ! do you foppofe I would almoft 
drown, and make an end of poor Sain­
ville, to deceive you, becaufe he was 
blind and thoughtlefs ? 

EMILY. 

Well ! he is now quite reformed. 

MOTHER. 

That is the only advantage attending 
errors; they work a better, and more 
lafting reformation, than counfel can do. 

EMILY. 

Yes ! for t~ey teach experience ; do 
they not? 
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MOTHER. 
Afk Sainville. No one could ever 

prevail on hi1n to undertake a f econd 
Journey. 

EMILY. 
What will you do with Mercourt, 

Mamma? 
MOTHER. 

A-propos. I had forgotten where we left: 
him. We mufl:, before we return from 
our walk, at leaft contrive not to leave 
him in the highway. 

EMILY. 
I t is his own fault if he be there. 

MOTHER. 
I-Ie travelled on horfeba.ck. The firft­

day paffed without accidents. In the 
€vening, arriving at a fmall town, he 
took up his ~bode, for the night, at an_ 
inn. The people tht_:,re afk.ed his plea­
fure, but obtained no reply. ]\llercourt 
liked not to be queftioned. 

EMILY,. 
I dare fay he did not, he- was deaf. 

MOTHER. 
To avoid thqn, he difpatched his fup­

per, and fent away the attendants .. 
When alonel he, as ufual, amufed him-
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felf with building caftles in the air. He 
fat up late. When he thought of going to­
bed, he difcovered he had not his cloaths. 

. EMILY. 

He could not want the1n as he was­
going to-bed. 

MOTHER. 

He could not do very well without his 
night-cap. 

EMILY. 

Where was it then? 
MOTHER. 

In his port-manteau. 
EMILY. 

And where was .his port-manteau? 
MOTHER. 

, It had remained on the faddle, and 
was left in the it.able. 

EM.ILY. 

How unfortunate ! 
MOTHER. 

The whole houfe • was gone to reft. 
He was obliged to go down to fetch 
what he wanted. The wind prefently 
blew out his candle. In the dark he 
ftruck. himfelf feveral times, and rnade 
f o much noife, that he awoke the fer­
vants, who cried out, Who is that? but 
no one anf wered. 

T .3 
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EMILY. 
Ah! I know why. 

MOTHER. 
The people thinking they had to do 

with a robber, acted accordingly, and 
dealt ,,their blows on the right and on the 
left. Mercourt, fadly bruifed, at length 
found, though not without gr.eat difficul­
ty, the caufe of fuch ftrange treatment. 

EMILY .. 
What ! did they beat him ? 

MOTHER. 
They took that liberty. 

EMILY. 
But it was very wrong. 

MOTHER. 
Do you fuppof e the f ervants at an inn· 

of reputation, would fuffer the effects_ of 
a fl::ranger to be touched, who, as they 
thought, was faft a!leep in his bed ? 
They concluded he muft be a thief, and 
beat him found_ly. 

EMILY. 
But, when they faw who 1t was, they 

were very forry to be fure ? 
MOTHER. 

Perhaps they were; but the man was 
beaten; and they, even while aiking his 
pardon, laughed at the adventure .. 
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E .MILY. 

What became of Mercourt ? 
MOTHER. 

The following day, he purfued his 
journey, fomewhat out of temper, con­
cluding, the fervants at inns to be low­
bred people, and without education. 

EMILY. 

And thofe who are deaf?--.­
M o T HER. 

To be very confiderate perfons, and 
full of penetration. 

EMILY. 

I dare fay, fome misfortune will befal 
-hi1n ? 

MOTHER. 

Chance befriended him for f ome days .. 
He committed but few blunders, afked 
many queftions, was fortunate in his 
gueffes, and flattered himfelf more than 
once, he could hear as well as others. 
The fourth day of his journey, the in­
habitants of a remote hamlet'' informed 
him, that he had wandered from the 
direB:: road; and advifed hin1 to regain 
it fpeedily, to efcape a gang of highway­
men who inf efted their neighbourhood. 
Mercourt, according to cufro1n, took this 

advice for a compliment, and applauding 
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himfelf for his talent of gueffing, heartily thanked the good people, who, · on their 
part, imagined- he had perfectly under­
ftood them. 

EMILY. " 
• What a droll creature ! to take advice 
for a .compliment---Mamma, I am tired;. 
fhall we fit down ? 

MOT I-1 ER. 
With all my heart. I alfo a1n tired of the deaf man, and will get him off my hands directly. He entered a wood, 

apd wa_s immediately attacked. None 
are fo deaf but they can underftand the 
language of robbers. 

EMILY. 
How do they talk then ? 

MOTHER. 
They do not talk much; they fearch 

people's pockets without ceremony. M er­
court was ftripped. T'his adventure af­
flicted him, and he now began to make 
fome fenfible reflections; but they were 
melancholy ones. His horfe and purfe ' were gone; and he was obliged to travel 
on foot, and without money. 

E MIL Y. 
· He could not go far. 
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MOTHER. 

He arrived, however, at Paris, though 

exhaufted with hunger and fatigue. 
EMILY. 

What will the poor man do there ? 
Mo TH ER.-

He will not remain there long. I know 

not what chance led him to the Pont-neuf> 

where he flopped, and leaned with a. 

melancholy air, on a large flick, which 

he had picked up in the wood, after his 

misfortune. This .is then, faid he, the 

famous city of Paris ! I did not think 

to make fo poor a figure here. Being a. 

handfome man,. tall, and well rnade, he 

was remarked by another good-looking 

man, who approached him, and began 

a converfation. . Mer court related to him 

his misfortune. The {hanger confoled 

him. Follow me, addGd he, it .fhal1 

not be faid that a worthy man lives in 

indigence, after he is acquainted with 

me_. 
EMIL. Y. 

Mamma, there are, however, good 

people in the world ?. 

MoT HER._ 

H e advifed Mercourt to be cheerful,. 

conducl:ed hi1n· to his inn, gave him a 

fupperl which he greatly wanted ; n1ade 
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him drink the King's health; defired hi1n _ to give him his name in writing., that he might be ufeful to hi1n when an oppor ... tunity offered. Moreover., he_ lent him ten crowns; becaufe at Paris., there is no doing without money; and now_ be­hold the deaf 1nan lifted in the King's fervice ! 

EMILY. 
How lifted? 

MOTHER. 
Lifted as a foldier. The {hanger was one of thofe, who, by cunning and fur­prif~, get recruits for the ar'rhy' . 

. EMILY. 
Mamma, that is very wicked. Are there fu~h perfons ? 

MOTHER. . They fay fo. I am now come to the conclufion, The next day, Mercourt was fent, with other recruits, to the re­giment. When there, he was taught the exercife. He acted the deaf man. 
EM 1 LY. 

He really was fo, Mamma. 
MOTHER. 

No one would believe it. lately difcovered a fpeedy teaching the exercife. 

They had 
method of 
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EMILY. 

What was that ? 
MOTHER. 

By blows. 
EMILY. 

It was a very unpleafant 1nethod. 
r 

MOTHER. 

It was made ufe of only to thofe who 
affected to be deaf. By its mean, Mer­
court made a great progrefs in a :fhort 
time. He wa-s grown quite dexterous, 
when his Captain returned from his leave 
of abfence. 

EMILY. 

What is leave of abfence ? 

MOTHER. 

This officer had been abfent fix 
tnonths, which, in time of peace, is al­
lowed to officers, each-in his turn., to at­
tend their private concerns. The fer­
j eant was eager to :fhew his captain the 
handfome recruit, who had no other 
fault than that of being deaf. 

EMILY. 

Did the uniform become hin1? 

MOTHER. 

Extremely wdl. No fooner did the 
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Captain caft his eyes on him, than he 
exclaimed, What! unhappy wretch, is it 

) 10U? 

EMILY. 
How now? 

MoTHER. 
The officer was his countryman., and a 

friend to his father.. He had paffed his 
leave of abfence in the town, and been 
witnefs to the grief the good rnan fuf­
fered on account of his flight. He haf­
tened to reftore the f on to the affiiB:ed 
father ; and, after hearing the whole of 
his adventures, congratulated · his friend 
on again finding a fon, who was -affuredly 
rendered better and more wife _by his 
travels. 

EMILY. 
Yes, for he had learned the exercife. 

But Mamn1a, here is another conclufion 
I did not expect. 

MOTHER. 
How do you like the frnry ? 

EM IL Y. 
Your double ftory. It is very pretty, 

Mamma, very moral; and I believe 
ma_ny refleB:ions 1nay be drawn from it; 
but I think it is 1nelancholy; and me­
thinks that I ihall not recollect it with 
any pleafure. 



Con, IX. OF EMILr. 

MOTHER. 

You are right. It is affecting to c~n­
fider hu nan nature on the fide of its 
imperfections, and the misfortunes that 
-arife from them. It is a melancholy 
f peB:acle. It is much more pleafant and 
-confolatory to hear a recital of noble, 
great, and elevated actions. It exalts the 
foul, and renders exiftence dear to us. 

EMILY. 

Where can we find thofe recitals? 

MOTHER. 

In hiftory.. 
EMILY. 

In hiftory ! The other day Mr. Sin­
·dair told you, that hiftory was difgufting, 
-on account of the crimes it related; thefe 
were his own words, I reme1nber. 

MOTHER. 

Hiftory is the faithful mirror of all 
the good and ill that has been done in 
the world. We have only to draw a veil 
over the ill, and look for the beautiful, 

the noble, the great, and the pleafing: 
it is then a certain fource of pleafure. 

EMILY. 

And when fhall we look for it ? 
·vo1. l. U 
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MOTHER. 

All in good time. When you fhall have acquired ftrength of body, we will turn our thoughts toward the ftrengthen­ing your mind. 
EMILY. 

Let us make hafte then to do it. 
MOTHER. 

If you be refted, we will now return. 
EMILY. 

I promife you, Mamma, I .£hall eat my fupper with a good appetite. 
MOTHER. 

This is our road. 
EMILY. 

Look, Mamma ! how thofe children run. 
MOTHER. 

They are, I believe, the children of our good neighbour, Noe'l. Run after them, but foftly and lightly as the breeze that whiftles in your ear. If you catch them before they perceive you, I will give you, as a reward., Noel's lamb, which you have been fo long teazing me to buy for you. 
EMILY. 

Ah ! my dear Placid! I !hall have thee at laft ! 
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'I' EN 'I' H ~CONVER S .11 'I' ION. 

EMILY. 

AH ! you are come at laft ! How do 
you do, my dear Mamma ? How glad 
I am to fee you again ! How do you do 
now ? are you better than' you were j uft 
now? I fee it in your look; and I could 
jump for joy. Indeed I cannot endure 
to fee you in pain. It is more than I 
can bear: put that down in your pocket­
book; do not forget it. You fent me 
to the T uileries ; well l I have been; and 
there I faw a very extraordinary fight. 

MOTHER. 

Pray what was it ? 
. EMILY. 

A young lady finely dreffed, not taller 
than I, who kept looking at her ileeve­
knots ; firft turning her eyes to the right, 
and then to the left. 

U 2 
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MoT HER. 
I cannot fay I expected to he.ar an 

event of fuch i1nportance. 

EMILY. 
She looked at nothing elfe ; every 

body laughed, and made game of her. 

MOTHER. 
What i were all the company taken up 

with thefe fa1ne fleeve-knots? You may 
well boaft of having feen fomething ex­
traordinary. 

EMILY. 
V.T ell ! ihe did not perceive it. 

MoT HER. 
She thought only of her fleeve-knots. 

Were you of the nu1nber of thof e who 
laughed?· 

EMILY. 
To tell you the truth, I faw nothing 

very laughable in it; but I heard every 
body near n1e fay, It was very ridi­
culous. 

MOTHER. 
What is ridiculous is not always 

laughable. Do you know the young 
lady with the fleeve-knots? 
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EMILY. 

No, Marnma, I do not know her, nei­
ther does my Governefs. But Miis 
Solanges' Governefs, whon1 we met in 
our walk, faid, fhe 1nuft certainly be the 
daughter of fome fervant or other, whofe 
miftrefs had her dreifed up for her diver­
fion ; becaufe, if fhe had been a young 
lady of family, fhe would not have been 
fo taken up with herdrefs, and her f1eeve-, 
knots. 

MOTHER. 

A very fine fenfible obfervation truly. 

EMILY. 

Then turning directly to her pupil, .ihe 
faid, in a very fevere tone, You, A//ifs are 

ftill worfe, for you fee plain enough, when 

you are laughed at, but you do not trouble 

your head about it, and always go on in the 

fame way. 
. MO ;r HER. 

After fo .ihrewd an obfervatlon, we 
have here a leifon of morality 1noft pro­
perly inculcated. I--Iow do you like the 
moral and the obfervation? 

. EMILY. 

You know, Mamma, it is contrary to 

u 3 
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my principles to reprove children before 
folk, in that manner. It cannot be very 
pleafing to thofe to whom it is addreifed, 
nor to thofe who may happen to hear it. 
I believe, Mifs Solanges thinks as I do 
in that ref peer. 

MOTHER . 
U nlefs fhe be what her Governefs. 

defcribes her, equally infenfible to praife 
and difapprobation. 

EMILY. 
That would be a pity. Difapproba­

tion is the oppofite to approbation, is it 
not? 

MOTHER. 
Yes. It means blame or criticifm. 

But did you, my dear, think of your 
fieeve-knots at the fame time ? 

EMILY. 
How could I, Mamma? You fee I 

wear none with a levette. 

MOTHER . 

I thought no one was without them ; 
that is to fay, without faults or follies ; 
and that we ought to imitate the young 
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lady, and keep our eyes fixed upon 
them. 

- EMILY. 

Oh! you take it in that fenfer You 
are very droll, my dear Mamma, with 
your ileeve-knots. 

MOTHER, 

I am of opinion, that were every one 
to keep their eyes conftantly fixed on 
their own, they would not fo foon dif­
cover thofe of others, and we ihould all 
be the better for it. 

EMILY. 

That brings to my 1nind the fable of 
the Satchel. 

MOTHER. 

What fays the fable ? 
EMILY. 

I mean, that in which all the animals 
are fo pleafed with their own figuresr 

MOTHER. 

They all think themfelves perfect, and 
criticif e their companions: I wiih I could 
recollect the laft l1nes. 

EMILY. 

Faults, w hich in us, (carce ihike our pa rtial eye, 

Appear in others1 crimes of deepdt die ; 

Crea.t Jove to man two fa tchels has afiign'd 

The one before, the other plac' d behind ; 
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Our neighb-ours faults are in the former /hewn, 
The latter from out' view conceals our own, 

MOTHER. 

Con.X-., 

Here the fieeve-knots are transformed 
into fatchels.. Your levette did not pre­
vent your carrying your fatchels to the 
~'uileries. 

EMILY. 

Yes, yes! I underftand you, Mam1na. 

MOTHER. 

And which of therri did you bring 
back the beft furnifued, the latter or the 
former? 

EMILY. 

Indeed, Marnrna, I was in fuch hafte 
to return to you, that I did not pay any 
attention to that. 

Mo THE R. 

As I 1nade you wait a little, I thought ' 
you might hav~ had leifure to examme 
the1n .. 

EMILY. 

I will in the evening. 

MOTHER. 

And that you 1nay fee the clearer~ in­
vite your confcience to be of the party .. 
I think you have not conferred with it 4 
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long time. It is a good thing to confult 
it frequently; none can fee f o far into a 
fatchel as confcience. 

EMILY~ 

Well, 1ny dear Mamma ! this very 
evening, affifted by my confcience, I 
will make a thorough fettling of my two 
fatchels ; all that I find in the hindermoft 
I will put in the f oremoft ; and I will 
furnifh the hindermoft with the contents 
of the fore1nofL 

MOTHER •. 

Should you effect fuc~ an arrange­
ment, I iliall efteem you greatly; and 
you will befide, find your account in it ... 
But the fatchel will daily grow lighter;. 
you will fcarcely put any thing in the 
fatchel that contains the defects of others, 
becaufe you will not trouble yourfelf with-. 
them; and you will infenfibly diminiih. 
your own,. becaufe having them conti-­
nually before your eyes, y0u will endea­
vour to get rid of them. 

EMILY .. 

If that fhould come to pafs, no ar­
rangement could ever turn to greater 
advantage. 

MOTHER. 

What delights me in it is, that I ihall 
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to-morrow morning perceive whether this 
.arrangement have taken place. 

EMILY. 

So far, my dear Mam111a, you have 
only made your o-bfervations on 1nv ftory; 
and I plainly fee, that you have been 
laughing at rne; but now tell me feri­
ouily, how you like it, and what you 
think of the young lady. 

MOTHER. 

I think nothing about it. She had,. 
perhaps particular motives., unknown to 
us, for looking firft on the right, and 
then on the left; perhaps too, !he has a 
weak and ernpty head, incapable of being 
employed on any thing more worthy 
than her fleeve knots. Hut what is all 
this to n1e? and why do you wifh me to 
dwell on fuch follies ? Had we . gone 
together to the 'I' ui/e;ries, I will engage 
{he would have paffed and repaffed 
twenty times, without being obferved 
by me or you either perhaps. 

EMILY. 

That may be, yet as every body look-
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ed that way, we could not help looking 
al.fa. 

MoT~ER. 
Your account of the condutl:: of the 

company appears to me much more fin­
gular ·than that of the young lady. You 
muft acknowledge, their heads muft at 
leaft be as . empty as her own, to attend 
to fo frivolous an objeB:, and fo little 
worth their attention. It appeared fo 
very extraordinary, that I was led to be­
lieve for a moment, that the whole com­
pany confifted only of Mifs Solanges, 
Emily, and their two Governe.ffes. 

EMILY. 

No, I a.ff ure you> Mamma, that half 
the walk looked at, and talked of it. 

MOTHER. 

Then fhe muft have had in her perfon., 
or look, fomething particular, that gave 
an original and comic turn to an acrion 
in itfelf flat and infipid. But do you 
find. any great pleafure in amufing your­
felf with the f allies of others ? 

EMILY. 

I, Mamma ! none at all. I own to 
you, I thought it very dull. 

MOTHER. 

And fo do I., unlefs my own follies., or 
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thofe of my intimate friends, fuch as 
Emity, for example, are in queftion, 
then I can divert 1nyfelf very well with 
them. 

EMILY. 

Oh! yes, I know that; but 1t is for 
my improvement. 

MOTHER. 

I fpeak of all my intimate friends, and 
-0f myfelf; but for thofe who are indif. 
ferent, or ftrangers to me, I own I have 
-not leif ure to think of their def ecrs. 

EMILY. 

I think in future I fhall not have any­
for them neither. 

MOTHER .. 

Are you not of opinion, that it re ... 
:quires an equal portion of fenfe,. difcern­
ment, and feeling, to find out the great 
and good qualities of any one, as to dif­
cover their follies ? 

EMILY. 

What is your opinion, Ma1nma ? 
MOTHER. 

I a1n the more fully convinced of it, 
as having feen perfons of very common 
capacities, and confined underftandings, 
difplay the ridiculous parts of a charac-
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ter in the higheft perfection ; and I have 
had 1nore than once the opportunity of'. 
remarking, that one of the properties of 
an enlightened and penetrating under­
ftanding and genius., in fine of real 
fenfe, is to penetrate the exterior, and 
-difcover worth and merit; and that men 
of a certain caft, think the imperfections· 
of others unworthy either their f etious.,_ 
0r cheerful thoughts. 

'EMILY. 

~oes not property mean quality ? 
,-
h 

MOT .HE. R-. 

Yes, my dear. 

EM It y~ 

Indeed) I believe, there muft be more 
pleaf ure i_n thinking of good than evil. 

MOTHER., . 

And 1nore merit too, b_ecaufe our im .... 
perfections ftrike at _firft fight every be-­
holder:, while modefty · draws its veil ovet 
the good, the great, the -noble, and the 
touching qualities of the foul. 

I 

. E MI'LY~ 

I will take off its veil, if I can . . But; 
VoL, I. X 
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·Mamma, what do you think of the con­
duct of Mifs Solanges' Governefs ? 

MOTHER. 

I leave that care to Mrs. Solangu. 

EMILY. 

. T .hen I wiU not trouble myfelf about 
it neither. At leaft you do not ap­
prove her ili.arp language ? 

MOTHER. 

Neither does any one elfe, I fuppofe. 
Yet, before we condemn her, we ought 
to know how far Mifs Solanges is ac­
cufton1ed to exercife her patience; for, 
ihould ihe continually abufe it, we can­
not be aftonifhed if the -ftock of the poor 
Governefs fi1ould be exhaufted. 

EMILY. 

Well! that is true to be f ure. 

MOTHER. 

I am of opinion, that a young lady, 
habitually indocile and froward, may 
change the dif pofition of a good Go­
vernefs, and, in time, transform her into 
a very bad one. 

EMILY. 

How ,can that be? It mu!_l be jufr 
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the reverfe. The Governefs ought to 
change the bad difpofition of the child. 

MOTHER. 

It is the purpof e of education ; but 
unfortunately our Governeffes are not 
qualified, inftructed, or educated in fuch 
a manner as to accomplifu f o difficult 
a tafk, or to fecure us a perfect model 
to thofe young perf ons entrufted to their 
care. 

EMILY. 

So much the worf e, Mamma, f o much 
the worfe. 

MOTHER, 

Granted; but it does not depend on 
ourfel ves to ihun this danger. I have 
heard, that in foreign countries, it is 
common enough to meet with perfons of 
a certain clafs, of elevated f entiments, 
well brought up, who, having been 
liberally and fen!ibly educated, are 
deftined to the arduous and honourable 
ftation of Governeffes, to whofe care 
children 1nay be intrufted with fafety. We 
have not the fame advantage. Women 
who undertake this important employ-

· X 2 
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ment, have rarely received a better edu-­
cation than thofe whofe lot condernns 
them to domeftic fervitude. T'hey may 
be honeft and faithful ; but we ought 
not to expecr or require. from them, 
great; or dfential fervices. 

EMILY. 

Let them behave like the Governefa 
of l\t1ifs Pe-rfeui!. I will° engage, Mamma, 
that you would find nothing amifs in her.; 
and you would take her for a fore_ign 
Governefs. 

MOTHER. 

True; her behaviour is really prop€r 
and fuitable; and fhe feems to be a per~ 
f on of merit and education. 

EMILY. 

I · have heard you fay fo, and I have­
obferved it 1nyfelf; but you never heard 
her talk to her little friend, Mam1na t 
ihe is fo fenfible, and fo mild ! ihe never 
fays too little nor too much~ 

- ,,. 

MOTHER. 

Unfortunately, perfons of her merit 
are rarely to be met with. But how ate 
w.e to remedy this evil ? 
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EMILY. 

I believe, my de~r Mamma, that we 
children muft behave the better; and 
thereby render the employment of Go­
vernefs more eaf y. 

MOTHER . 

I think with you, that a well-difpofed 
child may improve her Governefs---So 
much for the children. What do you 
fay to the mothers ? 

EMILY. 

I meddle not with ther mothers. 

Mo THE R. 

I think, that in France, a mother has a 
ftronger obligation to i1nprove herfelf, 
{ o as to be able ro watch over the edu­
cation of her children, as fhe has fewer 
fuccours to expect from thofe with whom 
ihe would divide this care. 

EMILY. 

I fee the part of a mother is a very 
difficult one; but that is n·o bufinefs of 
mine, thank God. As to my Governefs 
and me, we have _no dif putes. She tells 
me, It is the will of your mother, and I 
have done. . .She only complains, that 
fu e willies for 1nore of my company i and 

X 3 
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I tell her, it is Mamma's fault ; excufe me 
if I am not tired of her company ; and 
then ihe has done too. ' 

MOTHER. 

I am very well fatisfied with your Go..: 
vernefs. She has all the zeal I could 
wi.fh, and no more. 

EMILY. 

And I am very well fatisfied too. AU 
Governeffes (in this country at leaft) are 
not like M ifs Perfeuil's---But, Mamma; 
I had like to have forgotten the principal 
thing. I, yefterday, read a very pretty 
ftory in the book you lent me I came 
this morning to tell you of it; but when 
.I found you in pain---Come---we wil1 
fay no more of that---Let us talk about 
the ftory. 1t is very, very, very pretty. 
Do you know., Mamma, it made my 
brother cry ? · 

MoT HER . 

' Which of your brothers ? 
EMILY. 

The youngeft. 
MOTHER~ 

And you? 
EM r LY~ 

I \ I did not cry t 
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MOTHER. 

Then the ftory did not affecl: you ? 

EMILY. 

Liften, Mamma; I will tell it you, and 
then you will tell me whether I ought to 

have cried. . 
MOTHER. 

Without knowing the ftory, I will tell 
you before hand, that you did right not _ 
to cry, if it did not affect you fo much 
as to excite your tears; and that your 
brother did right to cry, if he were af­
rected by the ftory. 

EMILY. 

I do not underftand that. We did not 
do the fame thing, and yet we both did 
right. 

MoT H. E R. 

Yes ; becaufe you both followed the 
dicl:ates of your hearts. His was melted, 
and relieved by tears. Yours was in:. 
fenfible, therefore you could not cry. 

ltMILY. 

The que.CT:i9n now is, which of our 
hearts is the beft ? 
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MOTHER. 

That which is the moft open to the 
impreffions of truth. 

EMILY. 

Mamma, let me tell you the ftory I 
read; and you will then fee. 

Mo THE R. 

With all my heart. 

EMILY. 

Now lifi:en, and be all ears .. _, 

MOTHER. 

I do, at leafi: with all the ears I have. 

EMILY. 

There were once two good old men 
upon the mountains---'the mountains---

M OTHER. 

Is the whole written with equal ele◄ 
gance? 

EMILY. 

Nay, Mamma, I do not remember 
the words ; I tell it in my way. I have 
forgotten the name of the mountains; but 
that does not fignify. 

MOTHER. 

Not fignify ! Would you have me 
- climb up a mountain without a name ? 

EMILY. 

But I do not know its name, Mamma. 
; 
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MOTHER. 

Then tell me at leaft in what country 
it is fituated? 

EMILY. 

I have forgotten it. 
Mo TH ER .. 

Then I am not to know what country-
1nen th.ef e good old people were .. 

EMILY •. 

Oh! now I recollect. It was on the 
fea-ihore---No, no, they were going -~ 
·rhither.---That is. not it---they lived 
among the Alps,. near Savoy, if I am not 
rniftaken. 

MOT· HER. 

Well, I am fettled at la'ft. Now, me·• 
thinks, I fee thofe good people from 
'thfa place. 

EMIL, Y. 

See them! I ihould like to fee them 
too. 

MOTHER. 

. If I do not actually fee them, I know 
where to find them. I know my way 
from Paris to Savoy. 

' EMILY •. 

That was juft what I wanted to know 
yefterday, when I was reading their ftory. 

· 1\10 THE R. 

If ever I fhould · be in Savvy, at the 
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foot of the Alps, I may perhaps find 
them out. 

EMILY. 

I will help you to climb the mountain; 
for if we muft climb, I think I k11ow 
1nore of that than you do. But I fhould 
be puzzled to find my way frQm Paris to 
Savoy. Whether it be long, or it be 
fhort, I know nothing about it. 

MOTHER. 
Yet l have heard that you fpend muc-h 

of your time in the ftudy of geography ? 
EMILY. 

Yes, I do. I defired my eldeft bro­
ther to teach it me in private. I wanted 
to furprife you agreeably with my learn­

. ing_; but he is a bad mafter; he has n.t> 
patience. 

MOTHER . . 

Th~t may be, with thofe who are in­
attentive. 

EMILY. 

The fact is, Mamma, that I have not 
improved from his leffons. 

MoT HER. 

You muft then f eek another mafter ; 
for it will foon be time to know how to 
find the way hence to Savoy. 
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EMILY. 
Well, Mamma; thefe two old men 

lived there. They made themfelves a 
little cottage, and fo they had a bed with 
two matraffes, and a hair quilt; and f o 
they had books, · and two chairs made of 
ftraw; and fo they prayed to God; and 
fo---

M o THE R. 

And they lived there with all thef e 
fas? . 

EMILY. 
No, no, Mamrna; I am telling you. 

MOTHER. 
I have fometimes . told you ftories; but 

I do not recollect that I larded thein 
with fo many Jos. If I did, you have a 
r ight to make reprifals, and I am wrong 
to criticife you. 

EMILY. 

Come, come, I will tel1 it properly. 
~A any misfortunes happened to thef e two 
gentlemen. One of them was yery rich 
indeed. 

MOTHER. 
That is a misfortune we are commonly 

f oon reconciled .to . 
. EMILY. 

Y es; but the other was not richo 
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MOTHER. 

Why not ? What were they doing on 
the mountain with their bed and their· 
books, if one of them was fo very rich ? 

EMILY. 

Why no, Mamma; have a little pa• 
tience ; he was not rich then, as you will 
hear. -

MOTHER. 

Let me hear then. 
EM-IL Y. 

That is, he grew rich at the end of 
the ftory. 

MOTHER. 

You begin at the end, do you ? Y Ott 

ought to have warned me of that; be­
caufe it is not ufual. 

EMILY • . 

Oh! Mainrna, that is nothing. 

MOTHER. 

For yeu who know the ftory; but as 
to 1ne !----

EM 11 v . . 
Pardon me, l\1amma; you ih~ll know 

it alfo. 
MOTHER . 

But if you had begun to read _it . a t the 
end, and read backward, do you think 
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you would have underftood it fufficiently 
to be able to relate it to me fo clearly, 
as you do, and that your brother would 
have wept? 

EMILY. 

Very well, Mamma ! you may 1nake 
a jeft of me. It is all owing to bad be­
ginning. But why did you want to know 
the name of the mountain fo foon? It 
was that which put me out. When one has 
puzzled the fkein at the beginning, there 
is no remedy; it muft be cut. Come, 
Mamma, let us cut :fhort the ftory. I 
have always heard fay, that the leaft 
nonfenfe is the beft. If you pleafe, we 
will talk of fo1nething elfe. 

MOTHER. 

What! will you be fo cruel as to leave 
111.e in the middle of the Alps, with your 
two old men, whom I know n.othing of? 

EMILY. 

P.ray, Mamma, juft tell the beginning 
only to put rne in, and then I will go 
on with the reft. 

MOTHER. 

Would you: have 1ne tell your ftory ? 
I neither know the beginning nor the end. 
Endeavour to recollect yourfe1f, and then 

Vo1. I. Y 
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~egin it again, with a little more atten­
tion. 

EM IL Y. 

By no means, Mam111a ! I ihould be 
afraid of tiring you to death. Yet, as you 
will not part from thefe two gentle111en, 
I will go on---It is all in vain---1 cannot 
tell it---N ow I have it.---1 hope fo, at 
leaft.---He who was rich gave all; be­
cau{e the other had nothing. He faid to 
hi111, Take all, brother. 

MOTHER. 
How ! thef e gentle111en were brothers 

then? 
EMILY. 

T o be fure, Mamma. Did you not 
know that ?---Now I recollect; they were 
in a ftonn, becaufe they were at fea---
0 h ! they lived at Bruxelles, and wanted 
to go to Italy. 

MOTH ER. 
Did they go from Bruxelles by fea to 

the Alps? 
EMILY. 

Why, Ma111ma) am not obliged to 
know their comings anc1 goings. I knew 

-- nothing of them till laft night; befide., 
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the ftory is long, and I fhall not have 
done till to-morrow, if I explain every 
thing. The principal matter is, that 
they are very happy on the mountain, 
except one of them, who is very melan­
choly, becaufe he has loft his wife, who 
· ied in prifon, as fhe was nurfing her 
child. I t was owing to his baker and his 
butcher, and others---Oh ! yes---his bro­
ther unfortunately arrived at the prifon 
too late; for it was all over. 

MOTHER. 
With the prifon ? 

EMILY. 

Dear 1ne ! no Mamma; you know who 
very well. The poor woman died; but 
the brother carried away the child. 

MOTHER. 
Thank Heaven, there is a child fa ved. 

If you were to put as 1nuch order and 
perfpicuity in your ftories, as there is ra­
pidity and motion, I believe they would 
be chef-d' 01uv res*. I never knew you pof­
feffed fuch a volubility of expreffion. 

EMILY. 

I want to relieve you from my ftory; 
it muft be infupportable to you, delight­
ful as it was.---Ah ! I aik your pardon. 

y 2 

* Ma{kr-pieres. 
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Now I have it again---It was a fire that 
confumed all he had in the night., which 
was in his letter-cafe.---

M OTHER. 

The night in his letter-cafe? 

EMILY. 

No, Mamma, his fortune was in his 
letter-cafe. But all is now well again. 
They are old, but very happy and rich. 
You faid they had but one bed and fome 
books. Undeceive yourfelf, dear Mam-
111a; they have cows, goats, and a dairy. 
I wifh we could go and afk them for a 
a luncheon. They have the beft crea1n 
and butter for twenty leagues round. 
The child is not a child now. He is 
married, and his wife takes care of the 
old man, who cries for joy every day; 
and who will live till he is an hundred 
years old, notwithftanding his troubles; 
but they are all forgotten, and the two 
old men fay to their children every even­
ing, when the people and the cattle are 
all weJl: Blejfed be the Pro'Vidence r,f God! 
lt fitrpa.ffes all human wifdom. 

MOTHER. 

l make no doubt., my dear child) that 
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with all thefe materials, a mountain, a 
tempeft, a prifon, a baker, a butcher, a 
burnt letter-cafe, with, :fake all, brother; 
cows, goats, a dairy, an old 1nan weep­
ing for joy, and little children playing 
around hi1n; a very interefting ftory 
might be made. We only want a chefs 
player ri{ilful enough to affift us to place 
all the pieces in their proper places. 

EMILY. 
I dare fay you will do it before we go 

to-bed. 

MOTHER. 

I affure you I ihall not. I a1n not 
clever enough to do that. 

EM 1 L Y. 

Well, Mam1na ! I will frankly tell 
you, that the young lady with her fleeve­
knots ; and the Governeifes who are only 
to be found in foreign countries---and 
above all, your bad behaviour this 111orn­
ing, all together fo confufed me, that I 
have faid nothing to the purpofe. 

1.'4 0 THE R. 

True it · is, I do not recollect I ·ever 
Y - 3 
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faw your ideas fo confufed; you have 
invented a model of unconnected non­
fenfe. 

EMILY. 

To tell you a fecret, I was f o tired of 
the ftory, I wanted to-get it over as foon 
as I could. 

MOTHER. 

You did not make choice of the 
fureft method of doing it. But who 
obliged you to tell it me ? I was far 
enough from your mountain; you drew 
me there by the f udden admiration you 
were poffeffed of, and that I flattered 
myf elf I fl:ould alf o. 

EMILY. 

And f o you would, Mam ma, but un­
fortunately I could not get on with h. I 
did not know that, or I would not have 
begun it. Yet having begun, we muft 
get through it at any rate, fays Mr. Boify; 
there is no going back. 

MOTHER, 

If you wifh to know the truth, I will 
_tell you, that it was neither the fieeve­
knots, nor the foreign Governe.ffes who 
fo terribly confufed your recital. 
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EMILY. 

What then? 
MOTHER. 

It was your own fault, becaufe you 
read the ftory without attention. 

EMILY. 

Indeed, that may be. But tell me, 
Mamma, how is it you guefs every thing? 
for you were not pref ent; and you tell 
me whait I myf elf did not then know. 

MOTHER. 

It requires no f upernatural power to 
guefs, that had you read it with atten­
tion, you would have related it with per­
f picuity and plainnefs. 

EMILY. 

I now remember how it all happened. 
When I faw my brother cry, I reproach­
-ed rnyfelf for not having read with more 
attention---For it was I who read it; but 
my thoughts were on the gallop---! faid 
to myfelf, lf I were not a giddy brain, I too 
jhould cry. But then it was out of the 
queftion, for we were come as far as the 
Providence of God, when I made that re­
flection. 

MOTHER. 

At leaf\:: it _was very thoughtlefs to tell 
me a ftory you knew nothing of. 
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EMIL y · .. 

That was another filly thing: I thought, 
by declaring, it was very pretty, I ihould 
recollect it, becaufe, when one is once 
engaged, one muft con1e off with ho­
nour. 

MOTHER. 
That would be an excellent refource,. 

Collld it recall paft errors ; but it is. 
irnpoffible to recollect what you never 
knew. 

EM I 1, Y. 

So you fee in what manner I acquitted 
myfelf. 

MOTHER. 
You feem ignorant of a greater dan­

ger you have expofed yourfelf t:o. 

EMILY. 
\'Vhat danger, Mamn1a? 

MOTH' ER. 
That of giving way to ill-humour •. 

EMIL Y. 
I ill-humoured, Mam1na ! and when l 

am with you too ? never! never ! that is­
too bad. That never can happen. Ill­
hun1our is what I have the greateft aver: 
fion to. 
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MOTHER. 

I acknowledge, that, till now., I have 
not obferved it in you, and I felicitate 
you on it; notwithftanding, I fear there 
are times in which you are threatened 
with that malady. 

EMILY. 

How can you fear any fi.1ch thing ? 

MOTHER. 

From your volubility; from the rapi­
dity with which you related your narra­
tive; and from your impatience. There is 
but one ftep from impatience to ill­
humour. 

EMILY. 

May be f o; but I did not make that 
one ftep. 

MOTHER. 

I muft do you the juftice to allow· it. 

EMILY. 

I remember, you told rne, the other 
day, that ill-humour was always an. 
avowal of our weaknefs. Do you think 
we like to acknowledge and expofe oui: 
weaknefs? 

MOTHER. 

No, furely; but what you fo juftly 
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apprehend may happen to you, and 
from a quarter you are not aware of. 

EMILY. 

Let me know what quarter directly, 
Mam1na, that I may be upon my guard; 
for pofitively I have no inclination to be 
difagreeable. 

MOTHER~ 

I will point it out ·to you. I think 
you· are naturally a little idle. 

EMILY. 

Do you think fo, Mamma? I ihould 
be forry for that. I am fure I always am 
teady to perfot1n my exercifes. 

MOTHER. 

I grant it; but no fooner is there a 
neceffity for the Oighteft effort of memo­
ry or application, than I fancy I fee your 
ftrength of mind forfake you~ 

EMILY. 

But when I have once made that effort, 
I go on like a little angel. 

MOTHER. 

When at play, you meet with the· 
finalleft obftacle, you rather leave your 
play than try to overco1ne it. 

EMILY. 

Have you taken notice of that ? . 
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MOTHER. 
-Is not that a fign of idlenefs? 

EMILY. 
I fear it is; but fuppofe it, what con­

necl:ion can there be between idlenefs and 
ill-humour? They are not even diftant 
relations. 

MOTHER. 
You are miftaken; they are, on the 

contrary, nearly related, as I will ihew 
you. It is an indifputable fact, and you 
have 1nore than once experienced it, that 
nothing contributes to happinefs fo much 
as employment; nothing renders us fo 
miferable as idlenefs. Now there can 
be no employment without application, 
and a degree of contention in the mind. 

EMILY, 
What is contention? 

MOT H ·E R. 
It is the rnoft - ferious attention the 

mind is capable of. An active mind 
finds great fatisfaction, in the exertion of 
this attention, becaufe it is a mean of 
making a rapid progrefs, of difcovering 
new objects dai_ly, and of affording the 
mofr fatisfactory conviction of its own 
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powers. An indolent perfon knows none 

of thefe enjoyments; he is terrified at the 

ihadow of labour; he is difcouraged by 

tlie ilighteft difficulty. Thus., inftead of 

the pleafure arifing from occupation, he 

fails a prey to mortifications, wearinefs, 

difguft, and ill-humoµr. 

EMILY. 

What a frightful catalogue ! 

MOTHER. 

It is the farne in regard to difappoint­

ments. Life, you know, .is full of them. 

An acl:ive mind furmounts them all, ac­

complifhes its purpofes in fpite of then1, 

and enjoys the fruit of its conqueft. An 

indolent one is fearful of undertaking 

_ any acl:ion. It is i111peded and dejected 

by the fmalleft difappointments, and 

forced to abandon its defigns. 

EMILY. 

So then! But why do you fometimes 

fay, that the wife m.an fubn1its, witho_ut 

complaint, to the difappoint111ents of life. 

I have only to be good, and then, as I 
. :!hall never c0111plain, I {hall never be 

ill-J1umoured ? 
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J\,f OTHER. 

Admirably faid ~ But, do you know, 
when, and why the wife man fubmits to 
difappoinnnent without complaint ? 

EMILY. 

No. 
MOTHER. 

Before he fubmits to it, he tries all 
1nethods of overcoming it. He fubmits 
only when he is convinced tha.t it is not 
in his power to conquer. Then his rea­
fon tells him, that man muft be refigned 
to what he cannot alter. 

EM I L v. 
There can be nothing humiliating in 

that. 
MOTHER. 

Nor any occ;J.iion for ill-humour. I 
knew a little girl, who en1ployed a great 
part of every day, with her ribbons1 

flowers, and ornarnents~ 

EMILY. 

But, Mamma, they were not for her­
felf. You know ihe had a doll, a very 
fine lady; and it was her duty to attend 
her toilet. When one is in fervice~ 
one cannot thoofe one's employments. 

VOL·. I. . z . 
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1\10THER. 

I grant that the young lady did not 
employ her ti111e with fuch trumpery for 
herfelf, neither was it for her doll. 

EMILY. 

For what then, Mamma? 

MOTHER. 

Becauf e fhe was idle. 

EMILY. 

I do not underftand that. 

MOTHER. 

Neither underftanding nor memory 
need to be exerted on fuch trifles; and 
~onfequently, it was givi-ng fcope to her 
ldlenefs. But he,r idlenefs led her into 
an error; for her inind, though inclined 
to lazinefs, fought for a more folid, and 
more active food. Thus, after beftow­
ing much ti1ne on fuch follies, fhe was 
f urprifed not to find the fatisf acl:ion fhe 
had prmnifed herfelf. She experienced 
a charm, a wearinefs in her mind; that 
is, fhe was quite difpofed to ill-humour. 

EMIL v. 
Well ! But, Mamma; why did not her 

mother (for I think fhe had a very tender 
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one) prevent her from lofing her time 
with fuch trun1pery ? 

MOTHER. 
I-Ier mother argued thus: If I prevent 

her, by faying, Ernily, do not Jo, to oblige 
me, fhe will willingly conform to 1ny 
defire; but fhe will think I have de­
prived her of one great enjoyment, one 
delightful fource of entenaimnent. It is 
better to let her own experience convince 
her, that happinefa is not there to be 
found. Some titne will be loft by this 
method; but then fhe will not be obliged 
to take 1ny word for it only, and it will 
1nake a 1nore lafting impreffion on her 
1nind. 

EMILY. 

Perhaps that is the reafon why the doll 
.is gone to ipend the frnn1ner at her 
country-houfe, and the young lady frays 
at Paris with the beft mother in the 
world. 

1\10 THE R. 

That mother told me ; It is not I who 
will prevent the doll frorn leaving her 
country-houfe, and returning here to fill' 
up the leifure moments of · the young 
lady; fer I a1n too great ap enetny to . 
tyranny, even to exercife it over a doll. 

Z 2 

. . 
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EMILY. 

If fhe :fhould return next winter, on 

account of the long evenings, I hope 

fhe will have loft the paffion for finery; 

and that, in 1ny ftat:on, I :fhall not be 

obliged to employ 1ny time about her. 

MOTHER. 

Let It be as it will, you muft clear­

ly perceive, tha in the difappointments 

of life, in ferious, a.nd even frivolous 

occupations and arnufernents, id]epefs is 

what is moft prejudicia.l to happinefa ; 

and that it is no injury done it) to lay to_ 

its charge, that iU:-luirnour you fo much 

abhor, as being its neareft relation. 

EMILY. 

But why do you always bring that un­

worthy relationfhip upon the carpet? 
MOTHER. 

Becaufe I would wifu it never to co1ne 

near the houfe. 
EMIL Y. 

I will tell you what we will do. We 

will turn idlenefs but of doors ; the two. 

relations will 1neet in the ftreet, and go 

away together a great way off. 
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MOTHER, 

It is, wi[hout difpute, the beft plan; 
for as long as one of them re1nains in 
the houfe, there can be no certainty that 
the other will not open the door; and 
.fhould they once gain an afcendency 
here J adieu to joy, happinefs, and all 
the charms of life. 

EMILY. 

Are my brothers idle, or active ? 

Mo THE R •. 

That is a very confcientious queftion, 
truly ! Had your brothers defects, I 
imagine, they would rather be told nf 
them, than have them expofed to their 
fifter. 

EM I L Y. 

Nay then, tell me their perfections. 

MOTHER . . 

If you turn idlenefs out of doors, ac­
cording to your project, I am perfuaded, 
that, with a little attention, you will not 
want 1ny affiftance to difcover the good 
qualities of your brothers. They are 
older, and more formed than you; there­
fore, their good _ and bad qualities rp.uft 
be n1ore confpicuous. • · 

z .3 
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EMILY. 

Well! I have thought fo already; I 
only wanted to know whether you and I 
were of the farne opinion. 

MOTHER. 

We will tak.e an opportunity,. during 
one of our walks, to invefrigate their 
good qualities, and then we fhall fee 
whether we agree. 

EMILY. 

Mamma, I think my brothers are more 
beloved than I a1n. 

MOTHER. 

Who, do you think, loves your bro­
thers better than you ? , 

EMILY. 

All who co~e here. T~ey often 
praif e them, and never fay a word about 
me. 

MOTHER. 

rviy friends are not accufromed to 
praife people in their prefence. Perhaps 
in yout a_bience, they alfo may extol 
your ment. 

EMILY. 

ls it poffible? Do you tell me the 
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truth, my dear Ma1nn1a r Do repeat . 
1t once n1ore. 

MOTHER. 

I cannot affure you it is fo; but, as 
you are to have an interview with your 
confcience this evening, and are to n1ake 
a material alteration in the furniture of 
your two fatchels, if it ihould tell you, 
that you have fome happy propenfities; 
that you give f ome foundation for hope, 
you may depend upon it, that my friends 
are too 1nuch interefted in my gratifica­
tions not to have remarked it. 

I 

EMILY. 

1'hen it is very lucky nobody ~heard 
me tell 111y nonfenfical ftory. 

MOTHER. 

Truly, none would have difcovered in 
you any great talent for hiftory, neither 
would it have had a very brilliant effect. 

EMILY. 

Nor confequently have deferved a 
pompous panegyric, when my back 
fhould be turned, You will not tell 
my brothers of it, will you r 

MOTHER.. 

No; I promife you that; but it you 
like it, after fupper, when all the family 
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are affernbled, we will propofe, that 
every one ihall tell a ftory. Your bro-

-ther' s eyes being frill 1noift with the tears 
he :fhed yefterday evening, will riot fail 
to tell the ftory of the two old men 
that fo greatly affected him. I will not 
appear to have the fmalleft idea of it, 
and I ihall hear it properly told ; for I 
own I fuould like to be informed ref pett­
ing thofe good people on the 1nountain. 

EMILY. 

Will you tell a ~ory too, Ma1n111a? 

MOTHER. 

To be fure. 
EM r L v. 

Oh! that will be charming !---but 
what £hall I do ? 

MOTHER. 

You muft tell one too. We ihall not 
excufe any one. 

EM IL Y. 

What fuall I do ? I know no other 
than that which made my brother cry. 

MOTHER. 

As you cannot expect to f ucceed in 
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that, I adv1fe vou to read one now in the 
book I lent yo~. You fhall tell it to us; 
and your brothers will be quite furprifed 
that you ihould know a ftory they are 
ignorant of. 

EM I LY. 

That is well thought of Mamma,. th1t 
is well thought of! You would have 
n1ade a good phyfician; you have a reme­
dy for every difeafe. V/ ell! I will rnake 
hafre, that I may ihine in the evening, 
and induce you to forget my hotch-potch 
of the mountain. 

(She goes out and returns.) 
I'v1am1na, you can do n1e a great fervice 
and pleafure, at the fame tirne-. 

MOTH E. R. 

What is that r 
EMILY. 

_ Tell rne a ljttle ftory, only Jo long .. 
I ihall fee your way of doing it; that 
will put me in the method; and I fhall 
tell n1ine in the evening fo nicely l---

1\1 OTHER, 

Be it fo. You have well timed your 
requefr. Your Papa has jufr told 1ne 
what happened to hirn this 111orning1 and 
I will repeat it to you. 



CONPERSATIONS Con.X, 

EM I LY. 

Then I am fure I :fhall laugh; for 1ny 
P.1pa's ftories are always 1nerry. 

1V10 T HE R. 

You will fee ; and then g ive 1ne your 
opinion of it---Yet) if I tell you rny ftory 
no·.v, what fhill I do for one in the 

. ning r 
E M I LY . 

Ohl :t\1a1n1na, you may tell us another; 
I dare fay you know more than we have 
fingers _between us. 

MOTHER. 

Vv ell then, · let it be fo. Befide, the 
fiory I !hall tell you, is fo :fhort> that it 
will not make any great figure in our 
family meeting. 

EMIL Y. 

Come then, let us be attentive, and 
obferve how a ftory ought to be told. 

MOTH E R, 

You will foon fee that, for n1y ftory 
has not fo m any 1naterials as that you 
told me. It is, as I faid, an adventure 
your father met with. You k now he is 
fuccinB: in his narratives. 

E M IL Y. 

Succinct, is precife and fhort? 
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MOTHER. 

As he was running about this morning 
on bufinefs, he croffed the water, as he 
returned from the Efplanade des Invalides, 
to the place de Louis XV; £1:epping into 
the boat, an ordinary looking woman 
ran toward him, and begged leave to 
take advantage of the 9pportunity. While 
the watennan rowed them over, your 
futher carelefsly aiked the woman, where 
fue 1-ived---At the Gros-Caillou.---Her 
occupation.---She takes care of three 
children, fpins, and her hufband works 
in the quarries.---What are you going 
to the other fide of the river for ? 
---I am going to Roule, to fetch bread 
from my baker.---Your baker lives a 
long way from your neighbourhood?--­
I go conftantly ·every third day; and 

- n~ver buy bread any where elfe.---Then 
you do it to pafs yo1:1r time ?---Sir, Sir, 
you judge very haftily. My baker is a 
worthy man. He formerly lived at the 

_ Gros-Caillou. My poor hufband fell fide; 
we were in want, and f orfaken by all the 
·world, except my baker, who faid, D0 
n-ot make yourfelf uneafy about me, good 
<ivoman. He let us have bread on truft, 
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for three 1nonths. The Divine .Bleffing 

is returned; we have paitl him, thank 

Heaven l From that time, his affairs have 

obliged hi1n to leave our neighbourhood, 

and fettle in the Roule, He has not yet 

got fo much cuftom as when he lived 

near t1s; and I carry n1y mGney to hi1n 

and bring away my loaf; and if he had 

the King's cufton1, I would buy n1y 

bread of him. There is 1ny ftory, my 

clear, or rather, that of your father. 

EM J LY. 

What good people ! 

Mo THE R. 

Who? 
E: MIL Y. 

Why the b~<.er, and the w01nan. 
- 0 THE R. 

But your fat er was greatly to blame~ 
EMILY. 

Jn what? 
MorHER. 

I-le faid to her, Good woman) how 

many children have· you ?---Two boys 

and a girl---I likewife have two boys and a 

girl---Therefore on account of your three 

children, and the three rnonths credit; I 
will pay for your bread for three months to 
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come. I have a good wife at home, 
come and fee her, and her three chil­
dren. 

EM r LY. 

My Papa is fo droll with his good 
wife, and his three children. 

MOTHER. 

He gave her his addrefs. 

EMILY. 

In what was my Papa to - blame, do 
you think ? Should you be forry to fee 
:the good woman here, Mamma? 

MO THE R. 

. . Do you not fee, that he ihould have 
.afked her addrefs, and not have giv:en 
·her .ours? She only croifes the riv:er to 
go to her baker; I dare fay ihe will not 
leave her three, children to come and fee 
us. 

EM IL Y. ' 

Do you think fo, Mamma ? I !hould 
be f orry for that. · 

MOTHER. 

· If we knew · where to find her, we 
could have made her a vifit when we 
went a walking. 

Vo1, I. · A a 

I 
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EMILY. 

Con, X, 

Let us try to find her out. We will 
puniih my Papa by fetting him to feek 
her. What right has he to be as giddy 
as his daughter ? 

He did 
paifage. 

MOTHER. 

not expect f uch a pleafant 

. EMILY. 

That is true, Mamma; it was indeed 
a pleafant pq,ffage, and a delightful ftory. 

MOTHER. 

Pray, let that you intend to tell be ftill 
1nore fo. 

EMILY. 

Oh! dear! I never thought of that; 
and I do not yet know a word of it. I 
muft run. There is not a moment to 
lofe. 

MOTHER. 

But if, in your hafte, you ihould break 
your neck, good bye to the hiftory and 
the hiftorian, 
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ELEVENCJ'H CONVERSA'I'ION. 

EMIL y 

( J(nocks faftly at the door of her mother's 
clofet.) 

MOTH E"R. 

WHO is there? 
EMILY. 

~amma, it is the little perfon coming 
on tip-toe. 

MOTHER. 

What does the little perfon on tip-toe 
want? 

EMILY. 

Ah! you are writing---! am forry for 
that. 

MOTHER. 

Why fo? 
EMILY. 

To whom are you writing ? 
MOTHER. 

To a perfon on bufinefs, with whom 
you are not acquainted. 

A a 2 

·, 
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EMILY. 

\Vhat is- it about? 
MOTHER. 

Ah! the little perfon is curious. What 
is that to you ? 

EMILY. 

Nothing; only I fhould like to know. 
VI ' THE R. 

Oh! 9h ! Do , )U not think your cu ... 
riofity rnifplaced ? for it would be a vex~ 
atious thing if it ihoufd be indifcreet and 
to no purpofe. 

EMILY. 

How fo, ~Aamma? 
·MOTH E-R. 

vV ere you to tell me in a whif per any 
thing in which you are interefted, and 
fuould one of your little friends, one. 
of your con1panions at the Palais-Royal, 
come and interrupt you, and afk what it 
was about, what would you fay? 

EMILY. 

Oh! that is very different) I fhould 
teli her fhe was very curious, and that it 
was no buunefs of hers. 

MOTHER. 

Then you think fhe would violate the 
rules of politenefs and difcretion? 
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EMILY. 

·Certainly, Mamma. 
MOTHER. 

I am afraid the little perfon has been 
guilty of the fame fault toward me; and 
yet {he owes me more attention than her 
little friends owe to her. Do you not 
think fo? 

EMILY. 

But you were not talking in a whifper, 
my dear Mamma, you were writing. 

MOTHER. 

That is, I was talking in a whif per to 
an abfent perfon. Writing is the con­
verfation of the abfent. We have no 
other method of conveying our thoughts 
to them.---We confide our fecrets to 
paper; which is the r~af on that all written 
papers are facred. It is no more allow­
able to read any papers that may fall in 
our way, than it is to liften to two per­
f ons who are whifpering. 

EMILY. 

Then it is not right to liften to thofe 
who whif per ? 

', MOTHER. 

Not unlefs -'you be afked to do f o. 
EMILY. 

Well ! I did not know that. I never 
A a 3 
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liftened, becaufe I had no inclination. 
You now tell me it is a fault. 

MOTHER. 
Your own reflection would have better 

informed you. If you had even liftened 
with a def1re of knowing what was in­
tended to.,, be hidden from you, it would 
be a vicious propenfity that muft be 
eradicated. 

EMILY. 
What is that'? 

MOTHER. 
A very great vice; curiofity. 

EMILY. 
Come, then, we· will root it out. 

MOTHER. 
Fortunately it will not be difficult; for 

I am perfuaded you have not that vice. 
But to lifl:en from giddinefs, careleifnefs, 
inattention, or want of refpect to others 
is alfo wrong, very wrong. 

EMILY. 
Well! whenever I fuall fee two people 

talking, I will run away with all f peed, 
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MOTHER. 
There is no occafion to put yourfelf 

out of breath. Difcretion is not fo noify. 
You may retire without fee ming to de­
fign it; without being taken notice of. 
Two fteps are fufficient to be out of hear­
ing of any thing faid in f ecret. 

EMILY. 
I will take three without any buftle. 

MOTHER. 
Since) therefore, it is wrong to liil:en, 

it muft be evident, that it is a violation 
of all the laws of probity and honour, to 
read any papers not addreifed to you, or 
that are directed to any other perfon. 

EMILY. 

Then a bit of paper is of great con411 
fequence? 

MOTHER. 
Of fo great confequence, that fame~ 

times life, fortune, peace of mind, happi­
nefs, or mif ery may depend upon it. 

EMILY. 
Mamma, you make 1ne tremble. But 

very often, at le aft, I believe f o, the bit 
of paper is of no confeq:uence, 
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MOTHER. 

I grant it; but as that cannot be fore~ 
knqwn, the raw that forbids us to touch 
it remains the fame .. 

EMILY. 

Yes, .it is the fhorteft way. 
MOTHER. 

Are your thoughts your own? Can 
any one prevent your thinking ? 

EMILY. 

No one can hinder me from thinking 
on whatever I pleafe. 

MOTHER. 

Nor oblige you to tell thoughts ex­
cept it be agreeable to _you, and you 
think proper f o to do. What do you 

write on paper ? 
EMILY. 

Whatever I pleafe. Whatever comes 

into my head. 
MOTHER. 

That is, your thoughts. And can any 
but yourfelf be convinced that it is your 
intention to make them public) or con­
ceal them, or confide them to a fingle 

. perfon only ? 
EMILY. 

" They cannot know it unlefs I tell 

them. 
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MOTHER. 
They know ftill lefs of what in1por­

tance it may be to you that your thoughts 
ihould be concealed from every other 
perfon but that to whom they are di­
reB:ed ; becaufe no one can know our 
affairs fo well as we do ourfelves. 

EMILY. 
That is true. 

MOTHER. 
Thus our thoughts are our moft facred 

and deareft property; and to read a bit 
of paper, as you call it, that does not 
belong to us, th.at contains thoughts not 
addreif ed to us, is to do an act that has 
all the deformity of treafon, meannefs., 
and infamy; in fine, the moft vile and 
diihonourable act in1aginable. 

EMILY. 
But, Mamma, one may do 1t from 

thoughtleffnefs. 

MOTHER.-
That mufl: convince you to what blame 

thoughtleffnefs and want of reflection 
may expofe you .. 

EMILY. 
I do not talk of myfelf, I promife you, 
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Mamma. ~Nothing in the world could 
ever induce me to touch a paper that does 
not belong to me. 

MOTHER,. 

I hope f o, becauf e I flatter myfelf 
Emily will have principle; and this, for 
example, is one of thofe that a perfon of 
a generous foul never c:1-n forget. 

EMILY. 

Oh! how many things are needful to 
be known to gain that character. Every 
day I learn fomething new, by thinking 
of it, and even without thinking much 
about it~ 

Mo THEIL 

But you did not come hither to learn 
fomethi_nfS new, nor to know to whom I 
was wntmg. 

EMILY, 

Oh dear, no! I was going to tell you 
Mamma---But I believe it will take us 
a great deal of tirne ; and if your letter 
be in hafte---

M OTHER. 

It is not. Stay here for me, I will 
return irnmediately. 

EMILY. 

Then you will lock up your papers. 
Do not ftay long, Ma1nma. 
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MOTHER. 
I will not. 

EMILY. 
In the mean time, I will think on 

what I was going to fay. 

MOTHER. 
Come, let us take our work, and tell 

me what employs your thoughts? 

EMILY. 
That is well faid, Mamma; let us fee 

---firft---1 came to tell y.ou---that I love 
you dearly. 

MOTHER. 
Mifs, I am very much obliged to you. 

EMILY. 
Madam, you are v.ery kind---not in 

the leaft. 
MOTHER. 

What next? 
EMILY. 

Yes! that is it--This fame bit of 
paper, that is not to be touched---! can­
not help thinking of it---has however a 
little confufed my ideas. Oh !---Did we 
not fay the other day that I ought to 
have .an ent~re confidence in you ? 
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MOT .HER. 

I never told you f o. 

EMILY. 

What! would you not have me place 
a confidence in you ? 

- MOTHER. 

Yes ! I aifure you, I would wiih you 
to do fo, moft earneftly. 

EMIL v. 
Nay, my dear, Mam1na, pray explain 

yourfelf ?---A door muft be either open 
or fhut. 

MOTHER. 

I would gain your confidence ; I never 
thought of exaB:ing it. 

EMILY. 

That is all one, fince you have it. 

MOTHER. 

Not fo, it is very different. Confidence 
is the freeft of all gifts; we n1ay give it 
to thofe who infpire us with it, but it 
cannot be exaB:ed. If I have your con­
fidence, as · you fay, it is becaufe you 
have undoubtedly remarked, that I place 
a great deal in you; and that the firft 
effays you made in confiding to me your 
little concerns, very probably turfled out 
well, and -y:ou found your advantage in 
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f o doing. There could be no inconve­
nience, and perhaps fomething frequently 
to be gained by it; and that is a great 
matter.. Your ·experience has daily 
ftrengthened, and increafed your confi­
dence in me. 

EMILY .. 
It is all true 1 M~mma. 

MOTHER. 
Had I, inftead of trufting to your ex­

perience fo.r it, commanded it, by faying, 
Mifs, I -mu.ft have your confidence ; I in.Ji.ft 
.upon having it entire ; I mZfft know every 
thought ofy,owr heart.---

E M I 'L Y. 

Well, I believe you would have had 
it by that mean too.. 

MOT fl ER. 
I cannot think fo.. I am of opinion) 

that every one likes to be mafrer of his 
intention, and little folk rnore particularly 
fo than any body.. 

EM It Y .. 

H0w is t hat) Mamma ? 
MoTHE:R.. 

T hat ' is, every one likes to di(pofe of 
his thoughts as he pleafes, and in favour 
of who1n. he .pleafes; and that the words 

Vor.. L B b 
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you mu.ft are not proper to obtain any part 

of the1n. 
EMILY. 

That is true, Mamma. You mu.ft, is 

not pleafant to the ear. 
MOTHER. 

You muft, however, my dear child, 

be careful of the terms you make ufe of 

in converfation, or your ideas will ever 

be confufed. That is not an affair of 

freedom or confidence; mufl here ought 

to be ufed rigoroufly; for converfation 

mu.ft not be unintelligible. If you exprefs 

yourfelf improperly, as you have juft 

now done, thofe who hear you will not 

underftand you at all, or at leaft_ not 

rightly. 
EMILY. 

Yes; and then what confufion ! 
Mo THE R. 

Thus, to wifh for, and exact your con­
ii.dence, are two ideas totally different. 

EMILY. 

Well ! I fhould not have known that, 
if you had not told me, 1ny dear Mam-

ma. 
MOTHER. 

With attention, and reflection, we 

learn to f eparate our ideas, in the fame 

manner as, with a little care and ikill, 
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we unravel a {kein of filk. Befide, when 
one has a confidential friend, and one 
is in do· .ot refpecl:ing the precife figni- , 
fication of an expreffion, one can apply 
to her. 

EM IL Y. 

True, Mamma, but I know thern all 
nearly. 

MOTHER. 
Here again, you puzzle me. You 

mean that you underftand nearly the fig­
nification of all the words you make ufe 
of: though that is not what you fay : 
one may know the meaning of a word, 
or expreffion, and yet be ignorant of the 
whole extent of its fignification. But 
enough of that; you would think 1ne a 
critic> were I to fuffer myfelf to exa1nine 
your difcourfe in this manner, and I 
~ight thereby lofe a part of .,your con­
fidence. Let us return to our fubject. 
You were faying then---

E MIL Y. 

I was faying, my dear Mamma, that, 
without knowing whether you wifh for, 
or exact my confidence, it is rnoft cer­
tain that you entirely po.ffefs it; and that ' 
I tell you every thing that co1nes into 
1ny head. N_·ow I have obferved---

B b 2 
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MOTHER. 

What have you obferved ? 
EMIL 'y. 

Ah! I have obferved fomething--­
M OTHER. 

Which is---
E MIL Y. 

Ypu have juft faid fon1ething that has _ 
greatly ftruck me. 

MOTHER . 

Blefs me ! what can it be ?· 
. EMILY. 

I do not know whether it is fo or no. 

MOTHER. 

You fatigue me. 
EMILY. 

Come, come ! I will tell you---Y ou 
faid juft now that you placed a great con­
fidence in-me. 

MOTHER. 

Can you doubt it ? 

EMILY. 
Not as you fay fo, Mamma; but in 

truth, I have not obferved it. However,. 
take notice, I do not reproach you for it. 
I know, at prefent, that confidence muft 
be deferved and cannot be exacted. You 
do not wal!t my advice2 as I do yours. 
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But why do you fay you have a confi­
. dence in me ? 

MOTHER. 

Becaufe it is the fact; and were you 
lefs hafty in your judgments ; were you 
to reflect a little, you would fee that I 
every moment give you proofs of it. 

EMILY. 

And I, on the contrary, have obferved 
long ago, that you did not tell 1ne every 

1 thing---provided confidence is not to be 
exacted . . 

MOTHER. 

What do I conceal from you ? 

EMILY. 

Nay, I do not know. 

MOTHER. 

Yet---
, EMILY. 

But, Mamma---

M OTHER. 

Methinks, when you accufe, you ought 
to fpeak plainly, and have your proofs 
ready. · 

EMILY. 

Mamma, I do not accufe you of any 
B b 3 

.... , 
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thing ; but tell truth now: you _have a 
great many connections, a great deal of 
bufinefs ; you receive a great many let­
ters; well! you never fay a word to me 
of all that. 

MOTHER . . 

Now your wrongs are proved, in re­
f pect to my want of confidence. Yet,. 
when you talk foftly to your little friends, 
particularly when you whifper together, 
do I liften, or queftion you? 

EMILY. 

That is, becaufe it does not concern 
you. 

Mb 1' HER. 

More than you fuppofe. 
EMILY. 

Indeed? 
MOTHER. 

You may believe me. 
EMILY. 

Well, my dear Mamma, I always tell 
·you every thing; but you do not always 
pay attention to it. · 

MOTHER. 
Then to ballance accounts, you ex­

pect me to do the fame. 
EMILY. 

If you think proper. 
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MOTHER. 

Well then, I will---1 have but one 
fcruple. 

EMILY. 

What is that ? 
MOTHER. 

Should you like for me to repeat to 
·others what you confide to me ? 

EMILY. 

I a1n very fure, Mamma., that you 
never tell a creature what I confide to 
you. 

MOTHER. 

You think then, that fecrecy and dif­
cretion are indifpenfibly neceffary to in­
f pire confidence ? 

EMILY. 

Moft certainly, Mamma. 
MOTHER. 

And were I to confide to others what 
you tell me, I ihould lofe your con~ 
fidence ? 

EMILY. 

I believe, I never fhould again place 
any 1n you. 

MOTHER. 

In that cafe, I know not how I can 
c~onfide to you the affairs of others, with­
out lofing tl:ieir confidence. 
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EMILY. 

I cannot tell what to- fay to that; but 
it is delightful to know every thing that 
paifes. , . 

MOTHER. 

I am of opinion this kind of know­
ledge is very troublef01ne. You are not 
ignorant how referved and cautious we 
ought to be, in what does not concern 
ourfelves. When we are unacquainted 
with other people's affairs, we can be in 
no danger of fpeaking out of feafon, we 
are in no fear of doing them an injury, 
lightly or inconfiderately, by any unne­
ceifary interference. 

EMILY. 

Yet you muft allow, Mamma, that it 
is a charming thing to tranfacl: bufinefs. 
One does not then look fo like a child . 
. One is obliged to go out to fpeak to the 
.Minifi:er ; to fee Monfieur the Premier­
Prefident; undertake to write to fuch a 
Duchefs ; then to return, and write a 
dozen letters. I affure you, Mamma, it 
is very agreeable. 

MOTHER. 

Ah ! my poor child ! how will you, 
·one day, regret the fecurity, the calm, the 
happy indoleq~e of childhood ! and how 
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will you be undeceived refpeB:ing the 
charms of bufinefs ! 

EMILY. 

Do you think fo, Mamma? If it is 
not agreeable, why do you do it? 

MOTHER. 

That does not depend on ourfelv~s. 
We muft all do our own. But it is only 
idle, ignorant, and frivolous characters, 
who feek e1nployments or pleafure in the 
affairs of others. Such alone are curious, 
goffiping, tell-tale, dangerous perfons. 

EMILY. 

And are they generally thought fo? 

MOTHER. 

Yes. They are dreaded and avoided. 

EMILY. 

Well! I muft: re1nember that. But, 
Mamma, why do you not tell me your 
own affairs ? 

MOTHER. 

Be auured, I ardent~ y wiih to find 
in you a friend to whom I may confide 
my affairs, my cares) my pains ; and the 
fear of troubling the ferenity and hap­
pinefs of your brighteft days, is the f ole 
reafon that reftrains me. 
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EMILY. 

In the firft place, Marnrna, I aifure 
you, you may depend on my difcretion. 

MOTHER. 
I do -; but to be frill more affured of 

it, I 1nuft firft be certain, that you have 
no inclination to be curious ; for I can­
not but think, that curiofity and indif­
cretion are two fifters that never quit 
each other. 

EMILY. 

A -propos, Ma1nma, ought I to tell 
other people's affairs? 

MOTHER. 

That is really a very delicate queftion. 
EMILY. 

And a very important one too. To be 
fure nobody has ever yet trufted me with 
a fecret; but perhaps they will. And 
fuppofe they ihould defire me not to tell 
it you; what 1nuft I do? 

MOTHER. 

When I wa:; of your age, I faid to 
myfelf, I will hear no fecrets, till I 

_ be capable of diftinguiihing betwee n. 
thofe which ought to be kept facred, and 
thofe on which I ought to confolt my 
M an1ma. 



Con. XJ, OF EMILr. 

EMILY. 

But, Mam1na, one cannot hinder peo-­
ple from talking. 

MOTHER. 

I afk your pardon. We may prevent 
their making us their confidants. I ufed 
to fay, for inftance, Of all things, pray do 
not tell me your Jecrets, if you do n'l t choofe 
my Mamma Jhould hear them; becaufe I 
never conceal any thing from her. 

EMILY. 

That is clever. Well, I !hall fay, my 
Mam1na and J, we are but one, we keep 
nothing fecret from each other. At 
home they call us the infeparables. To 
tell me is juft the fan1e as telling her; fo 
do as you like. If you agree to that, 
tell me your bufinefs; if not, keep it to 
yourfelf. 

MOTHER. 

That is perfectly right; you will not 
promife to keep the fecret, and you will 
not be anxious to hear it. You will ac­
quire thereby the reputation of a pru .. 
dent and fincere perfon. 

EMILY. 

Is it not clever to be prudent and fin.: 
cere, Mamma? 
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MOTHER. 

Yes, they are two very good qualities. 
If you defire another certain rule. of dif­
cretion, I will tell you one. If the fe ­
cret do not concern yourfelf, there can 
arife no inconvenience to you by keep­
ing a profound filence ; but if it intereft 
you nearly or diftantly, then fay, Permit 
me to conf ult my friends alf o. 

EMILY. 

No ; I ihall confine it to my Mamma 
and 1nyfelf, as being but one ; and let 
them do as they like. It is true, ihe 
does not tell me every thing; but I take 
pleafure in communicating every thing 
to her. 

MOTHER. 
Why then, fince we are but one, were 

you fo unwilling to tell me that you 
thought I had ·no confidence in you ? 

EM r LY. 

Becaufe I was perfuaded I was in the 
wrong; but I knew not why. 

MOTHER. 
· The way to have known that, was to. 
have ail{ed. 
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EMILY. 

You are right. Is not that falfe fhame? 

MOTHER. 

Yes. Falfe fhame fubjeB:s you to all 
forts of inconvenience5. 

EMIL y,. 

It leaves one in ignorance and error ; 
a.nd one {hould not have learned any 
thing about curiofity and difcretion, which 

. however, one is glad to know,. 

MOTHER. 

Not to mention, that it makes one 
think hardly of one's confidential friends; 
and that we offend them when we hefitate 
to tell them what we think of them. 

EMILY. 

That is very ferious---But, Mamma, if 
you would tell me fome private bufinefs 
you would greatly oblige me. 

MOTHER. 

Private bufinefs ! You are very fond 
of bufinefs. 

EMILY. 

Indeed I am. 

MOTHER. 

Well ! we will confider of it. 
Vo1. I. · C c 
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EMILY. 

Muft it be kept fecret ? 
MOTHER. 

It is not abfolutely necdfary; but as it 
is neither well-bred> nor proper to enter­
tain others with our affairs> it is ufelefs to 
talk of the1n. 

EMILY. 

Yes, we muft avoid whatever is ufelefs. 
Shall you aik my advice on it ? 

MOTHER. 

I hope you will not refufe to give 1t. 

EMILY. 

No, to be fure; I will do that with all 
my heart. 

MOTHER. 

I have then no other difficulty> than 
to recollect an affair worthy your con­
fidence--- I a1n thinking to no purpofe--­
I cannot recollect any thing at prefent---

-1 am f< rry your Papa is not here---He 
could propofe twenty, and would be able 
to fatisfy the premature tafre you dif­
cover; and which I was far fr01n fuf­
pecting half an hour fince . Stay, we will 
do thus. We have talked enough at pre­
fent; let us put off this engage1nent till 
bye-and-b--ye. I muft finifh my letter ; 
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and perhaps you have a few gan1bols to 
play before dinner. Then your Papa 
will be with us, and you fhall be fully 
fatisfied; or he will give 1ne ample power 
to confult you on fome irnportant affair; 
and I am perfuaded before-hand, that he 
will be the gainer by it. 

EMILY. 

Prornife me not to for get it, Mamma? 

MOTHER. 

There is no danger. And fhould I 
forget it, you will be apt enough to put 
n1e in mind of it. 

CC 2 

• 
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tf'fVELFCJ'H CONVERSACJ'ION~ 

EMILY. 

WELL, r-✓.ramma; did I not tell you 
fo? I verily think it was a prefentiment. 
What is become of our private bufinefs r 
Company came at the ti1ne we were go­
ing to begin our work. The next day 
you had bufinefs to do; the day after 

1 that, rnore engagen1ents : in ihort, my 
Papa is gone to his regiment without 
having been able to confolt 111e. The 
proverb fays, All is not loft that is deferred; 
and I fay, An opportunity once lofl can never 
be regained. 

MOTHER. 

You then~ draw a picture of human 
life. It is fubjeB: to fo many viciffitudes, 
that the wife man early learns not to de­
pend on events, and fub1nits, without 
pain., to the difappointinents fo incident 
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to our nature : however, on this occafion, 
your Papa is the fufferer, fince his de­
parture has deprived him of your advice. 

EMILY. 

My dear Mamma often takes the li­
berty to ridicule her Emily. 

MOTHER. 

Have you frill the fame propenfity for 
bufinefs? 

EMILY. 

Yes, Mamma. 

MOTHER. 

At your age, a propenfity that lafts 
111ore than a week is not to be jefted 
with. Well! not to falfify the proverb, 
I will convince you, That all is not lo.ft 
that is deferred. 

EMILY. 

How fo, Mamma ? 
MOTHER. 

I am going to conf ult you on private 
bufinefs, as you tenn it. 

EMILY. 

Oh ! I a1n glad · of it; I a1n ready, 
M amma. 

MOTHER. 

Are you C<?me with the neceffary re. 
Cc 3 
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collection. You cannot be ignorant that 
bufinefs requires great attention; and 
that you muft not leave one fubject for 
another, as certain perfons of my ac­
quaintance are apt to do fornetin1es. 

EMILY. 

Never fear, Marn1na. 

MOTHER. 

Well then! we iliall fee. Give me 
that letter-cafe. I will look for a letter 
of bufinefs. Here is one from your 
P~pa's bailiff. 

EMILY. 

0 h ! your fteward ; he is a good man, 
Mam111a; that fame Mr. Pervile; he 
looks at me as if he could eat me; and 
then fays to me in a low voice, Come, 
young lady, make hafte and grow up. 
I have feen your Mam.ma when ihe was 
no taller than you are ; I hope I fhall 
fee you as tall as-fhe is. -

MOTHER. · 

I am not fpeaking of Mr. Pervile, I 
mean the bailiff of Champorci, whon1 you 
never have feen. He has a difpute , Tith 
your Papa. · 
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EMILY. 
I am f ure he is in the wrong. 

MOTHER. 
Do you condemn before you examine ? 

EMILY. 

Becaufe I know my Papa; he is juft 
and good, and never in the Wiong. 

MoT HER. 

B~fore you judge, you ihou]d hear both 
parties. 

EMILY. 
C01ne, let us be attentive. 

MOTHER. 
I warn you, that you muft read this 

letter from one end to the other, without 
the leaft interruption, that you may tho­
roughly underftand it. You muft not 
ftop on any pretence, not even to cough, 
or blow your nofe ; ftill lefs to break off 
to a{k queftions : you muft referve them, 
your opinion, and fentiments, till it is all 
read. 

EMILY. 

Well! I confent to all thefe orders. 
MOTHER, 

I fear it will tire you. What do you 
think of it ? You mufr not begin it un­
lefs you go_ through with it without any 
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paufe, and I _pro1nife you it is not a fhort 
one. 

EMILY. 

Dear me ! fo much the better, Ma1n­

ma) we fhall be the longer together. 

MOTHER. 

It is then your intention to read it off 
hand? 

EMILY. 

To be fure, Ma1nma ! to be fure ! I 
give you 111y word. 

MOTHER. 

That is your laft word ? Come, read. 

EM r LY (reads.) 

SIR, 
(Since my J_jord will not be ~hat he 

is; yet, for all that, he is neither 1nore 

nor lefs, according to the proverb, as 

old as the creation, which fays, Refpeft 

mu.ft be paid to every one according to his 

rank.) 
As God our Saviour, has thought fit to 

take out of this world our late Lord 

and Mafter; I return him thanks that he 

has chofen you to inherit his efrate of 

Champorce-le-Vicomte; and alfo, that he 

has inf pired you to 1naintain me in my 
poft of bailiff, which 1nakes it my duty, 

,. 
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and ever will, to make your rights 
- flouriili, and give proofs of my zeal, in 

executing your orders, as I did in the 
time of the late Lord. Firft, after 
God, what thanks ought I to render you, 
in that, not being able to come hither at 
prefent, it has pleafed you to fend me to 
A1ortaigne, and thereby fpare me the 
1nifery of going myfelf to Paris; having 
1nade a vow, frorn father to fon, to avoid 
that city of perdition as much as in us 
lies, on account of my grandfather, at 
his firft leaving C hamporce, at the age of 
twenty-three years and a half, well mount­
ed, and amply provided with cloaths, 
and travelling toward this gulf of per­
dition, there to receive the fu1n of two 
hundred crowns due to his father; 1ny 
grandfather had the misfortune, juft as 
he arrived, to lofe in, I know not what 
fcuffie, both his beaft and baggage, 
which obliged him to go on foot, with­
out any fuperfiuities, or even neceffaries, 
to the Grand Monarque, at the houfe of 
the Sieur Toupiol, the phcenix of inn­
keepers at that time, at the fign of the 
Great pot, with whom his father had re­
co1nmended him to lodge ; though he 
never could get the two hundred crowns 
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due to him; as is more amply fet forth 
in our family chronicle, which I 1nuft 
leave to my children for their inftruB:ion, 
as I have inherited it from rny fathers, 
fave al1gmentation, and continuation; 
which, jn reference to what was faid 
above_, would have n1ade n1e break my 
oath from pure obedience, and would. 
have been a blot in a life, hitherto with-
out blot or reproach. , 

In confequence of all this preamble, 
you, Sir, had no fooner left lklortaigne, 
than I again took the road to C hamporce­
le-Vicomte, determined not to obey, in 
every ref pect, the precife inftructions you 
were pleafed to give me, having clearly 
perceived, during our conference, that 
you were much better acquainted with 
the fervice of his Majefty, who is the 
Mafrer of us all, than what concerns the 
management of your efrate of C hamporci­
le-Vicomt e, for your own intereft. There­
fore to fet about the bufinefs in an obe­
dient manner, I immediately went to the 
farm of the Petit-Hurleur, to confer 
with Jacques Firmin on your intention at ~ 
my eafe; for which purpofe, I even de­
fired hi1n to ftop his 1nill, the noife of 
which is diftracting to whon1foever is not 
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a miller. A.nd, as we were drinking a 
friendly glafs together, I made a good 
ufe of the ti1ne of our conference, to in­
duce the faid 'Jacques Firmin to enter into . 
your defigns (which, however, are not 
mine) and fo far f ucceeded, as to per­
f uade him to give up, in an amicable 
manner, the feveral little parcels of land 
it is your fancy to divide, I know not at 
whofe inftigation, a1nongft the different 
·inhabitants of the place ; and that the 
late Lord, your brother, relying on my 
advice and judgment, wifely united to 
the 1nill of the Petit-Hurleur, to make 
one good large farm. This project being 
fo near your heart, Jacques Firmin will 
not oppofe it, except for form's fake, 
fearing left, as he is a fubftantial man, 
and holds the whole farm, he .fhould be 
faddled with all the taxes with which he 
is now aggrieved, notwithftanding the 
farm .fhould be defecl:ed into as 1nany 
portions as you .fhall take into your head 
to countenance inhabitants of the place. 
Now, as to that I boldly advanced, that 
your intereft with Monjicur l' Intendant 
would be exerted for his remiffion in 

/ 
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prorata, as is juft and equitable. T'hus, 

I fuppofe, the affair is_ in a way to be 

fettled by C hriflmas, without ;my diffi­

culty, with the interceffion of my willies 

and prayers every Sunday and holiday, 

fuppreffing certain articles I do not ap­

prove. For, in fine, what fl1all we get 

by having fourteen or fifteen tenants, 

whofe property 1nay be in the moon, for 

what I know, inftead of Jacques Firmin, 

who always pays in good hard cafh, is 

never in arrears., and whofe equal is not 

to be found in twenty parifhes together? 

When I fay, jhall we find, God is my 

witnefs, I think not of myfelf. The 

more a bailiff has to do., the more he is 

( and with reafon too) puffed up with 

glory and confequence ; and as I have 

no diflike to bufinefs., my fourteen farms 

1nay, perhaps, add ten years to n1y life. 

But will your receipts increafe and 

flourifh as in time paft? Th~t is the 

hie, which I wiih I were as eafy about as 

I a1n refpecting my own trouble. Jacques 

Firmin, who is a knowing one., fays, 

" Perhaps there may be a little vanity 

" in wanting to dive into the thoughts 
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~, of a Lord, who has made war ao-ainft 
cc the enemies of the King; but I fee 
" what the end will be. My Lord rnay 
cc think---( He /peaks as he thinks, his 
cc tongue is well hung) I have enough to 
" do with my mill, that is to fay, with 
cc his mill ; that every one muft live in 
" his turn; and that God having prof­
cc pered 1ne in his farm; he will alf 6 
·cc profper the l-Ianequins, the Majlards, 
cc and the Pincemailles; that is to fay, 
(C faving his reverence., that he will make 
" Jacques Finnins in miniature. Now 
" as to that, I have no objeEtion. Not 
" having children, my mill, with the 
" divine bleffing, will e1nploy me as 
<e much as will be needful to keep me in 
" my old days fro1n ftanding like a ftake 
" with 1ny anns acrofs." 

So far 7 acques Firmin, refpcEting your 
honour's whimfy. I then confulted our 
curate, who, without explaining himfelf 
thoroughly, faid to n1e, Child, the word 
is /aid, and when I faid, I had a defign 
of raiGng the fann a fifth higher the next 
leafe, :and that, without any offence to 

Vo1. I. Dd 
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any body; God knows, if one of the 
]Haflards, or the Hanequins be folvent, 
and ihould there be any draw-backs or 
loffes, who would be the fufferer? our 
paftor ihakes his head, claps me on the 
fhoulder, and fays, Be eafy,fom~body will be 
a gainer by it. This is all I can gather, 
and fuch is the ftate of things. I hope, 
Sir, you will excufe my rudenefs in ex­
preffing myfelf fo freely; I promifed to 
obey, but I did not promife to hold my 
peace. 

Now, if it be written, that the fervant 
ihould yield to 'the n1after in matters of 
importance., the rnafter muft alfo conde­
fcend not to trouble the adrniniftration 
of the fervant by his pacific intentions. 
I muft be pern1itted to maintain your 
rights, and make war with unruly people 
to mv own content. It is in vain for 
Jacqdes Firmin to be faint-hearted, and 
fay, l ha'Ve every i?_!ejfed day more corn to 
grind than I can put into Jacks; I will 
oblige him to fue me, and in virtue of 
his fuit, I will take in flagranti, and caufe 
that obftinate brute Jerome de l'Ecu to 
be fined, as well as that other, Antoine 
f]-ouju, who, with your permiffion, are 
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more reftiff than all the affes of Jacques 
Firmin put together, in carrying their 
corn to other rnills, befide the Petit­
Hurleur. Now the text of our Cufton1, 
page 5. §. 36, and fo on fpeaks dearly. 

" And whereas the fubject ihall fail to 
" carry the faid corn to the mill of the 
cc faid Lord, it is allowable for the faid 
" Lord, · finding the faid miller within his 
cc manor, carrying his flour, to feize it and 

· « apply it to his own ufe; declaration 
" firi1: made in juftice, neverthelefs in 
" the faid cafe, the fack, harnefs, and 
" beaft, carrying the faid flour, are not 
" forfeited." 

That rnay be as to the fack and the 
beaft; but that is not all. 

cc And the fa.id flour not being found. 
" within the manor of the faid Lord;, 
" neverthelefs the faid Lord, or any other 
'.' in his name, may fummon the faid fub-· 
« ject, and n1ake him pay a forfeit of two 
" fols fix deniers French, to which he 
cc is liable, over and above the grinding, 
" which belongs to the faid Lord; fave, 
« neverthelefs, that the fubj eB: ihould 
" be a baker, and the mill of the faid 
" Lord not fit to make white bread, &c. 
" &c. &c.n-

D d 2 
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Now yours is fit, thank God, to 1nake 
brown bread, white bread, flour, and 
every thing, the mo.ft fine and fuperfine. 
Therefore it is clear, that it cries for 
vengeance, and requires fpeedy juftice .. 
No noifa; peace, peace, Jvfr. Godard, is 
foon /aid. But I tell you1 Sir, fave a 
thief from the gallows, and he wiil cut 
your throat. You n1uft let me bring 
thefe troublefome gentry to reafon with­
out intermeddling in my functions. I 
have another matter to difcufs with the 
faid Jerome, refpeB:ing a yearly acknow­
ledgement of a pig,. and two fat geefe,, 
which he ought to carry to the great houfe 
on the eve of Saint Martin. He confeffes 
the pig, difputes the geele, neither 
carries fat nor lean ones ; and fo 1nanages 
matters, that whilft I am confcientiouDy 
tonfulting our parchments, we fee nei­
ther money, nor pig, nor geefe. But 
patience ! vVhen your Honour !hall have 
chalked out your province and 1nine ; 
when I 1nay be certain you will not 
fhackle my principles, that I may not 
feek to oppofe your ideas, which dazzle 
me, the machine will go of itfelf, and 
may become an object of admiration to. 
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all who are fl<:illed in the office 
bailiff, the number of which is 

di1ninifhing. 
4 

317 

of a 
daily 

Our curate is well pleafed that you do 
not think proper to hear talk in Cham­

porce-le-Vi comte, either of garlands of 

rofes, or prizes for the beft he1np or 

wheat, " Becaufe, as he fays, thofe prizes 

cc are only fit for Arquebufiers, or the 

cc co1npany of Crofs-bow men, or the 

cc Academy of C halons-fur-Marne, for 

cc learned men, who having nothing to 

" do, write fine difcourfes on what they 

cc have heard faid. I fet all the value, 

" fays he, on the1n I ought; becaufe in 
cc long winter evenings, their pa1nphlets 

cc are of fome ufe to pafs away the tin1e. 11 

And when I prefumed to make fome ob­

j eB:ions, he again clapped me on the 

fl1oulder, and went on, " Believe me, 

cc Mr. bailiff, the happinefs of the coun­

" try does not depend on fuch fooleries. 

" vVe muft have other things; we great 

cc folk are not to be dazzled by fuch 

" bubbles. But let our young and 

" good King alone. Let us pray to God 

D d 3 
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" every day for his profperity, health, 
" and f uccefs ; and for f uch brave bai-
" liffs as yol), to whom is confided the 
" government of his land, called the 
" Kingdom of France; and when we 
" {hall have peace, you will fee with 
" your own eyes, how he will make 
" his people happy, and his provinces 
c:c flouriili. I have read the laft edicts,. 
" and I know what I fay. In the mean 
" time, let my Lord, as he has pro- · 
u mifed us, out of his pure favour and 
" generofity, mend that little bit of the 
" highway, where man and beaft are fo 
" often ftuck. in the mud in the latter 
" feafon, which is really dangerous; and 
" by mean of the caufeway from the 
" village to the river, that we call C aufe­
" way du bon Seigneur, I will engage 
cc that, without either prize or endow­
" ment, the hemp and wheat of Cham­
" porce-le-Vicomte, will be talked of in 
" the four corners of the kingdom, and 
" perhaps elfewhere. You will fay, that 
" this little bit of the highway is not fo 
" very little; and that it may coft his · 
" Honour a large furn; but, we muft 
" not difcourage him from doing good 
-~ actions., by expofing their impractica-
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"' bility ; the firft ftep is the hardeft ; · 
" when once the purfe-ftrings are drawn, 
er with courage and perfeverance, any 
" thing may be accompliihed. I agree 
" with you, that a foundation for a prize 
cc would make more noife in the adver­
{C tifernents of Poitiers afld Limoges ; but 
'' th:e little bit of road will bring more 
{C money into your coffers, Mr. bailiff, 
" to fay nothing of the daily bleffings of 
" our country folk, which will turn 
" greatly to his Honour's advantage; 
" and when our worthy Lady of the 
" manor pleaies to vifit her domains, 
" ihe will not run the ri{k of being 
" overturned before ihe receives our 
{C h01nage." 

In this affair I am inclined to be of 
our good Paftor's opinion, efpecially if 
we could begin our project by voluntary 
averages, to which all the inhabitants are 
willing to agree; but the mifchief is, 
you have a diflike to ftatute labour, as 
well as to large farms ; and one can no 
more n1ake you hear reafon on _one than 
the other. As to the crowns of rofes, I 
muft own I regret the fine feftival which 
f uch thing ~s this would occafion in a pa-
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· rifh; when the curate on one fide, and the 
bailiff, reprefenting the Lord of the Ma­
nor, on the other, would · have ac1:ed a con­
fequential and memorable part. But the 
curate ihut my n1outh in his ufoal way. 
" Truly, faid he, the girls of C ham;·orce 
" are much obliged to you for fuppofing 
cc they ftand in need of crowns of flowers 
cc to make the1n prudent and virtuous. 
" They are fo, thank God, and one is 
cc neither better nor worfe than another. 
" Neither do they want thefe forts of 
" follies, or the bounty that attends it 
c, to get hufbands; and I defy all the 
" villages in which that cufto1n exifts, to 
" prov.e by their pari{h regifters as 1nany 
" marriages, ,and good 1narriages too, 
" as I n1ake one year with another in 
" mine." 

I a1n not a little channed, that the 
difcourfe of fo learned and difcreet a per­
fonage as our curate, and who is befide 
Batchelor in Theology, ihould be con­
formable to your own ideas, and with 
the perfect agreement refulting fro1n it 
in the fpiritual and temporal powers. 
Nothing of all this materially affects in­
tention; I may fay, he overpowered me 
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by his eloquence, and not permitting 
myfelf an opinion on f uch ab{haB:ed f u b­
j eB:s, I mufi: do myfelf the juftice to fay~ 
that I am no friend to new arguments ; and 
that I can rank myfelf on the fide of the 
majority, without any violence to 1nyfelf. 
vVhence I conclude, that yo.ur Honour 
will deign fometimes to be of my opini­
on, when reafon rnakes for me ; fo that 
all our differences may be amicably fet 
tled; and I 1nay fay, during life, that I 
am, with the 1noft profound ref peer,. 

SIR,-

Champorcf-le-Vicomte, road 
to L a'lla!, through Alen1on, 
this 25th M arch, day of the 
Annunciation (pofiponed for 
juft caufe) afre r the Nativity 
cf our Lord, I 780, 

Your mo!l humble, 
mofl: ·obedient Servant, 

EL01 GODARD. 

Bailiff of Champorce-le­
/7fromte, and it,s depen. 
dencies, from father to 
fon. 

EMILY (bav_ing begun to read the letter 
with extreme eagernefs, which infenjibly 
girr.Hs place to flifled wearinefs, inattention,, 
fatigue, hejitation, and impatience.) 

Heigh ho! 

MOTH E Ro 

Is that al/-? 

., 
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EMILY. 

What, Mamrna 1 do you not think it 
long enough ? 

MOTHER. 

Oh! yes, quite fo for 1ne; but as you 
are fo fond of bufinefs, I was fearful it 
n1ight appear to you fomewhat ihort. 

EM I L. Y. 

l3ut what is it all about, Mam1na ? 
What ftuff it is! ( She turns over the letter 
and looks for the words.) Aggrieved--­
Dif[efted---Prorata---'Fhe hic---One year 
with another---Property in the moon; and 
why not the fun ?---Average---Clatter--­
Yearly acknowledgement---liard cafh---Give 
up the regifters---Sol-fol-vent---lnflagranti 
---It really perplexes me---Is it Englifh? 
Is it Arabic ? 

MOTHER. 

Englijh or Arabic! thofe are terms, 
that perfons like you, who are fond of 
bufinefs, have at their fingers end. 

EMILY. . 

I aifure you, Mamma, I do not under­
ftand one of the1n---Befide, I believe it 
is badly f pelt. 
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MOTHER. 
I know not how far the Bailiff of Cham­

porce is obliged to fpell correcl:ly, nor 
whether he has had mafters to teach hitn ; 
but I know thofe who have, and yet are 
·ftill to learn. 

EMILY. 
That may be Mat:nma; but I know 

thofe, who, if they cannot yet fpell per­
. fecl:ly, foon will, or know the reafon 

why. 
MOTHER, 

Be it fo---One would fuppofe., the let­
ter from C hampor ce had not amufed you 
fo much as I hoped it would have done ? 
I believe I muft give you your revenge, 
and look for one more interefting for 
you in the letter-cafe. 

EMIL y~ 

0 h ! no, my dear Mam1na, do not 
give yourfelf that trouble; you 1nuft not 
always difturb yourfelf for me. 

MOTHER. 
You know nothing is a trouble to me 

whe.n it is to fatisfy your innocent incli­
nations; and this early one for bufinefs 
is not only innocent, but may, in time, 
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be very ufeful. I reckon, for example, 
that you will inform your Papa what you 
think refpeB:ing his difpute with the 
bailiff of Champord. I -am fure it will 
give him pleafure, and probably furniih 
him Vv ith fome ideas---

E MIL Y. 

Indeed, I believe my papa would laugh 
at me. Well, my dear Mamma, all 
things con'idered, it will be beft to put 
-0ff all private bnfinefs till next year ; 
that is, t"ll I can underfl:and it. If it be 
not next year it will be the year after. 

MOT FIE R. 

Then let it be fo ; but in the mean 
time, Emily will fufpect rne of wanting 
.confidence in her; of keeping fecrets 
from her---and I know not what---For I 
fee I have frequently been the victim of 
her falfe judgments. 

EMILY. 

To fay the truth, I did think private 
buGnefs was more interefting and agree­
able. 

MOTHER. 

And when you find your f elf mifi:aken, 
your injuftice falls on 111e. 
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EMILY. 

You know, my dear Mamma, that 
chil0ren are not always difcreet. They 
meddle right or wrong in what does not 
·concern them, and judge of every thing 
fooliilily or giddily. They take whims 
.in their beads, without any caufe; and 
.then, when they fee things as they really 
.are, they ar.t .as f ooliih as ever ; and f o 
-y0u .ha.ve m.r ftory in three words. 

~ 

MOTHER. 

This difcov.ery being made, I may 
flatter myfelf, that I {hall not be fo 
lightly fufpecl:ed another ti1ne. 
- . , 

EMILY. 

I hope not. We 1nuft not commit 
.an unpardonable fault twice. · But tell 
me, Mamma, do you underftand thofe 
~etters off hand? · 
-; 

MO !I' H ·ER. 

Yes, nearly. 

EMILY. 

How can you have the patience to 
read and employ your time with f uch 
traib, you who are fo a1niable ? 

VoL. I. E e 
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MOTHER. 

I thank you for your compliment ; 
you mean to make me amends for your 
ungrounded f uf picions. 

EMILY. 

Without any compliment, it muft feem 
to you dry, and infupportable; for I 
muft now own ingenuouily, that I was 
tired to death of the letter; and f ome­
times I thought I never ihould have 
been able to have finiihed it. 

MOTHER. 

Indeed I obferved that you feemed 
agitated; but_ I attributed it to the plea­
fure you felt in being employed on bufi­
nefs. It feems then, it was quite the 
reverfe. 

EMILY. 

How can you bear it, Mamma? efpe­
cially if all the letters in the cafe are 
like that of the bailiff at Champorce; , 
and if all private bufinefs is like his ? 0 h ! 
the tirefome creature ! 

MOTHER. 

I have already told you; that bufinefs 
muft be attended to, becaufe it confti­
tutes a part of our duty. 

EMILY. 

Is it then an indifpenfible duty to fa-
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tigue ourfelves with bufinefs; for I will 
engage, that no kind of bufinefs CJ.n be 
gay or amufing. 

MOTHER. 

If we would preferve cir property, 
tranfmit it to our children, and, in the 
n1ean time, enjoy it, by giving the111 a 
fuitable education, it muft be attended 
to. ~f you negleEt your affairs; if you 
fuffer them to fall into diforder, you 
may be certain no one will take more 
care of them than you do yourf elf: 

EM IL Y. 

And all for the children ! Then you 
are always thinking of your children ? 

MOTHER. 

It is the deareft and 1110ft facred duty 
· of a mother. 

EMILY. 

Do all mothers fulfil this duty ? 

MOTHER. 

Moft certainly ! all who deferve the 
name. 

EMILY. 

Stay, Mamma, I believe all mothers 
are fometimes, what you are every day. 

Ee 2 



:;,28 C O N P E R S A 'T I 0 N S 90n. Xll. 

MOTHER. 
Emily, you are in a humour to fay civil 

things to day. 
EMILY. ' 

I fay nothing but truth. 
MOTHER. 

Yet a minute fince you complained of 
me. ' 

EM I L v ( embr(1.,cing her mother.) 
0 h ! Mamma ! con1plained of y0u !. 

What a word! Give n1e leave to put you 
in mind of what you faid the other day, 
"That we ought to be careful of the terms 
we make ufe of in converfation, or our 
ideas will be greatly confufed," I thought 
you wanted COJ?fidence in me; but I 
knew it could not . be exac'(ed : I faid to 
1nyfelf, ihe loves me tenderly, and that 
is the principal thing; confidence will 
come when it can~ Thanks to 111y 
Papa's bailiff; I fee it is 111y fault if I 
have not yet_ deferved it ; and that it is 
not yours) if I be ignora~t and a little 
filly. 

MOTHER. . ' 

I flatter myfel£ that in time, igno-. 
rance and folly will difappear. 
~ EMILY. 

Xo be fure, Mamrna. A,.nd years will• 
brin·g wifdomJ reflection, forefight, trutht 
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and fecrecy. Do not you expect I fhould 
-have them all ? 

MOTHER. 

How! truth q.nd fecrecy ! and where­
fore f orefight ? 

EMILY. 

Yes, for when I open my heart to you, 
I fee that you always tell me what is 
true; that you never repeat what I fay 
to you, and over and above, you always 
f orevrarn me of what will happen to 
me. Is not that in three words, truth., 
fecrecy, and forefight ? 

MOTHER. 

So! I knew not I was fo clofely 
obferved. 

EMILY. 

In fhort, I am determined to have in 
my train all this catalogue of folid vir­
tues, as you call them. And as to igno­
rance, you have told me, that if I re­
main ignorant no one will have a good · 
opinion of me ; now I pofitively muft 
have every one's good opinion. 

MOTHER. 

You are extremely right. 
EMILY. 

That is the reafon I made fo much 
ha(te to learri to read and write. 

Ee 3 
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M O_T HER. 
Oh! you \Vere not in fuch very great 

hail:e. 
EMILY. 

I made a little hail:e, however, And 
now I am alfQ making hail:e to learn 
hiil:ory and geography----in fhort., every 
thing. 

Yes, 
leifons? 

MOTHER. 
Have you not already had five 

EM 1 LY. 
To-day was the fixth. 

MOTHER. 
. vV e11 ! you fay not a word. 

EM 1 LY. 
It is becaufe I am quite ,aftoriiihed, 

Mamma. 
MOTHER. · 

For what? 
EMILY. 

You are generally kind enough to 
encourage . me, and now you feem dif..i 
pleafed with me, 

.MOTHER. 
I a{k your pardon ; but as you were 

gojng to make a great parade of the 
ha:fte you made to learn very fmall n1at .. 
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ters, · I thought it quite ti1ne to invite 
you. to- make a juft eftimate of your 
ment. 

EMILY. 

Nay, Mamma, I can read and wnte 
very well. 

MOTHER. 

Let us diftinguifh. I grant you read 
well, write---tolerably---be it fo; you 
begin to form your letters. It remains 
to compare your knowledge with your 
age ; and to fee whether there be any 
reafon for boafting. 

EMILY. 

You do not think there is, Mamma ? 

MOTHER . 

Only think of your little friend Rofalie 
bragging yefterday to her mother, that 
Ihe had learned, in a very ihort time, to 
.Put on her gloves, and put on and pull 
off her ihoes, her own felf. · 

EM J LY. 

Then it was to make her mother laugh, 
for I think every body car do that. 

MOTHER. 

There is• no g·reater caufe to be vain 
of knowing _how to read and write, than 
of knowing how to p1.1t on and :rull off 
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one's iboes, neither is it allowable to be 
ignorant of the one, any more than the 
other. 

EM -IL Y. 

But, Mamma, I was talking to you in 
the overflowings of confidenc~, and not 
to indulge any vanity; there might be a 
little parade perhaps, not of what I now 
know, but what I intend to acquire. 

MOTHER. 

That is another matter; and whenever. 
it ihall be tilne, you will find me ready 
to cry---a miracle 1 

EMILY. 

You 1nufr allow, that one does not fo 
eafily learn to read, as to put on one's 
ihoes ; and that it is very difficult. 

MOTHER. 

I grant, it; but as it is a difficulty 
.every one has experienced and fur­
mounted in their turn, and as no one of 
my acquaintance, at leafr, have died of 
it, I conclude the effort not to be very 
great, and frill lefs marvellous. 

EMILY • . 

· I know it tired me greatly. 

MOTHER. 

That muft convince you, that you are 
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not one of the wonders of nature, as any 
who fhould have liftened to our difrourfe 
might have inferred. You know no more 
than all children of your age. I know 
forne even who have made a greater pro­
grefs than you, in regard to knowledge. 

EMILY. 
Oh ! Mamma ! you diftrefs me. 

MOTHER. 
Be comforted. It is not your fault, it 

is mine. Perhaps I did not wifh you to 
be too early infuuB:ed, or too learned; 
and to do you compleat juftice, I muft 
~cknowledge, that for an ignorant child, 
your converfation f ometimes is not much 
amifs. 

EMILY. 
I know why then; it is becaufe I have 

had an excellent miftrefs. 

MOTHER. 
What! another co111pliment ! 

EMILY. 

May one not fay things as t~ey really 
are? 

MOTHER. 
Praife to one's face is feldom proper. , 
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EMILY. 
Well, Mamma, to give you fatisfac­

tion, I will blame you. You fay it is 
your fault if I be ignorant; why did you 
commit that fault? If you had inftruB:ed 
rne as well as you have taught me to 
converfe, I I'nould have 1nade a greater 
progrefs, and done you honour. 

MOTHER. 
There was but one trifling obftacle to 

that. 
EMILY. 

What was it? 
MOTHER. 

To inftruB: others, it is needful to be 
inftruB:ed ; and how ihould I have acted., 
who am unhappily very ignorant ? · 

EMILY. 
Nay, now you j eft, Mamma. 

MOTHER. 
I am ferious. I will not take upon 

me to fix limits to the learning of our 
fex; perhaps it will not admit of any 
general rule ; but when I was a child, it 
was not the cuftom to beftow much edu­
cation on girls. They were taught the 
duties of their religion, either well or ill> 
to fit them for their firft communion 
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They were provided with a very good 
dancing-mafter) a very bad 1nufic-mafrer, 
and at beft a very miqdling drawing­
mafter. Add to this, a little hiftory and 
geography; but without any attraction, 
they were only required to retain the 
names and dates., which were forgotten 
when the mafter was difrniifed. This 

\ was the whole of the moft finifued edu­
cation : above all things, we were never 
reafoned with; and as to knowledge, it 
was thought improper in won1en., and 
every kind of inftruB:ion was avoided. 

·EMILY. 

Then ho~ hav~ you done, Mamma ? 
for you know almoft every thing ; and 
talk of what they will, I never fee you 
embarraifed; you are always at home., as 
Mr. Perfeuil fays. · 

1 

MOTHER. 

Becaufe the fubjeB:s of daily conver­
fation require no gieat extent of know­
ledge; reafon, refleB:ion., experience., and 
a fmall portion of inftruct:ion, are fuf­
ficient. As ·ro the little I do know, and 
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which may be reduced to a f mall com­
pafs, it is ~-0 you, Emily, I am inde9ted 
for it. 

- . EMIL}{. -

What) Mamma ! wdl ! that is fome­
thing new; perhap~ I have given you 
le.ffons. 

MOTHER. 

Y-0u have. Was it not needful i-
fuould quafify myfeif to bring · y~u up, 
a little bett~r at lea fit, th?tn girls we~e 
edB,cated in my ~in)e ? 

" EMILY.' 

_Well, Mamma; if - you pleafe, we 
may finiih our .education together, and 
~h_en w.e ihall :ke . which 9f us ,ihall make 

the gieatefr pr_ogrefu. I have 9-lready 
two mafl:ers you 1do not want, 'lef us have 
two or .three more between us., and we 

wil~ ftudy all day 1ong t~gether. 

MOTHER. 

I am certain you would find it very 

agreeable .the :6.rft day, and . perhaps the 
fecond ; but the day after---

E MIL Y. 

What do you apprehend for the day 
after? -
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1\if OT H .G R. 
vV earinefs and fatigue; you would think 

·yourfelf badly ufed to have fo many 
.mafters. I know children are paffion­
.,ately fond of new arrangements, they 
_promife the111felves a thoufand pleafures 
.and fatisfactions in thein; but as they are 
.no longer new the third day, they are as 
·foon difgufted with them.. Not to con­
£eal any thing fro111 you, I do not re111ark 
in yon any great defire of knowledge; I 
an1 of opinion you are one of thofe per ... 
fons, who love to learn things without any 
pains, withot1t any great exertions, ei­
,.ther of attention or application. 

EMILY-. 
You fay fo, Mamma, becaufe I an1 

f ometimes a little weary of n1y leffons ; 
.but fo many things come in one's head, 
-efpecially when one is obliged to ht ftill, 
.:it is i1npoffible to be attenti-re, and not 
to talk. 

'fvf O 'I' H £ R • 

. That .is, becaufe you are not interefted 
.enough i2 what is given you to learn ; 
for when you are entertained yoli are 
attentive~ N_ow fuppofe you had two or 
t hree 111afters more than you have l It 
· VoL~ 1. F f · 
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would be an effectual method of giving 
you a diftafte for every fort of ftudy or 
application. 

EMILY. 

You do not recollect that we are to 
be together when thefe mafters come ; 
that will be quite different. I am tired 
of them, only becaufe I a1n there by my­
felf, with my Governefs, and that they 
come at a fixed hour. When that hour 
ihikes, it does not always pleafe me. If 
they would con1e unexpectedly, ' they 
would find me ml1ch better difpofed. It 
is only difagreeable at the time one is to 
fet about it. But do not fuppofe, Mam­
ma, they always tire me ; I forefee, on 
the contrary, that I :!hall be every day 
more and 1nore amufed. If you were to 
difmifs one of the1n, I affure you it 
would give me pain, all things con.Gder­
ed; if you choofe it, we might pafs the 
whole day together in taking leifons. Do 
think of it, my dear Mam1na ; you will 
find it will anfwer the end. 

MOTHER. 

I have confulted thereon an infallible 
guide, who abfolutely will not give her 
confent. 
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EMILY. 

Who can that be ? 

MOTHER. 
Nature. 

EMILY. 

\Vhat, has ihe fpoken to you ? 

MOTHER. 
She has chofen you for her interpreter 

to me. 
EMILY. 

I knew not ihe had done me that 
honour. 

MOTHER. 
As I faw you were fcarcely ever quiet 

but when talking to me; as at other 
titnes ( that is ahnofi: the whole day) I 
faw you continually running, jumping, 
tormenting, and fatiguing yourfelf, and 
difturbing me with all kinds of noifes, 
and motions, I concluded, that you did 
not lead fo reftlefs a life for your _plea­
fureJ but that nature fo ordained it without 
confulting you; that ihe ftood in need of 
that continual agitation to ftrengthen you, 
accelerate your growth, and unfold the 
different powers with which ihe had en­
dowed you. 

Ff 2 
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- E - MILY. 

But, Mamma, the worft of it is being 
troublefome to yo.u; for, as to myfelf, I 
affure you I do not perceive that I lead 
a reftlefs life .i I ileep the better for it, 
and I never find myfelf tired. 

MOTHER. 

Be that as it may; 1 was fearful of 
thwarting nature in her operations, by 
confining you too foon to a fedentary life, 
even to the common forms of fociety,. 
nay to the Oighteft application for 1nore­
than half an hour : I trembled left I 
fhould injure, by too early a reftraint,_ 
thofe tender . and delicate fibres, before 
they had acquired their. e]afticity and· 
confiftence, and "veaken that wonder-

. ful energy in childhood, by endeavour-. 
ing to conftrain exercife, or direct it too 
early. Yoll know, leffons are not to be, 
Jearned while you are running or jump­
ing, and ftill lefs without a_ttention ai1d 
application ; therefore, as I did not re­
quire your application, I made a facri -. 
fice of the leffons, faying, Let us fee what 
.will become of our little favage? If, at 
her age, the intention of nature be con­
fined to the improvement of the bo9ily 
powers.) we 1nuft not interrupt her work 
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by a pren1atl1re improvement of the 

mental ones : we cannot be in two places 

at one ti111e. I was fo convinced of this 

truth, that had I followed my opinion, 

perhaps you wol1ld not yet have known 

how to read. 
EMILY. 

Oh! Mamma ! only think what a 

Ihame that would be l 

MOTHER. 

Whenever I faw your vifage lengthen 

in taking your book, or clandeftinely 

fwallow your tears; whenever the dread­

ful operation of fpelling and putting to­

gether your fyllables, did not fucceed to 

your willies, I was tempted to difmifs 

Mr. C ol!ier, and to fay to him, Sir, I de-

fire you will return when jhe Jhall be ten or 

twelve years of age. Probably natl1re 

will n9t yield children to our inftruttions., 

till Ihe has accomolifhed, or at leaft, far 

advanced their phyfical education. Per­

haps, by obliging the1n too foon to at­

tention, application, and confeql1ently to 

a fedentary life, we may oppoft her 

moft effential purpofes. We rnay re­

femble rafh and ignorant fur~eons, who, 

endeavouring to haften a tardy organifa-

. Ff 3 
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tion, or ~mprove a faulty on.e:, which fre­
quently exifts only in their imagination,. 
r.ender their patients cripples for life. 

EMILY. 
Oh! Mamma ! I remember 'the -long 

faces very well, and all the re.ft of .my 
childifu tricks ; and now I ufed to cry 
with one eye, and laugh with the other .. 
There would be f ome reaf0n to cry if I 
could not now read. 

MOTHER. 
The fear of being thought fingular,, 

and fiill more, that of making an unf uc­
cefsful experiment, faved yo 1 from that 
danger. We -run great riiks in deviat­
ing from the beaten traB::. It requires 
rriuch confidence to eftabliih an -opinion~ 
unf upported by f uccefs, in preference to 
thofe inftn.1crions which are confecrated 
by public wifdom. It is evidently more 
expedient to follow common experience, 
than tc con1mit an irreparable error, by 
atte111pting, without f uccefs, an untried 
experiment. No fpecies of enterprife is 
becoming in our fex. This fole con­
fideration has perhaps preferved you, my 
dear, from the danger of being a wonder. 
It is faid, that a perf eel: woman is ihe, 
of whom one 11ears neither good nor ill i 
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therefore, I hope you will never be 
quoted for any thing. 

EM I L. Y. 
Except for reading we 11, which very 

much delights -me at prefen-t, notwith­
ftanding the pains it coft me, I did not 
then forefee Jiow greatly it would one 
day amufe me. 

MOTHER. 
You fee, that without appearing to do. 

fo, I let you into the fecret of education; 
you are my confidant,. and nothing re­
mains for me but to a-fk. your advice when 
occafions offer. 

EMILY. 

I will not ref ufe it, my dear M·amma, 
in proper time and place, that is to fay, 
when I can fee a little farther than n1y 
no{e. Between ourfelves, I 1nuft own, 
there was here and there, in your dif .... 
courfe, f01ne little things I did not well 
underftand; that energy, thofe fibres) orga­
nization, I do not very well know what 
it is all about.; but I would not fay fo. 
Befide, it did not fatigue me like Mr.· 
Bailiff, with his eternal reprefentation'-,: 
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It is not Arabic, you fpeak Engiljh, my 

dear Mamma; and if I c_lo not under­

ftand all you fay, I will not appear to be 

as ignorant of your fecrets, as I was of 

private bufinefs. 
MOTHER. 

You have reafon to complain ; I have 

been too prolix. I only meant to tell 

you, that we will have no more mafters 

till the effervefcence of childhood is f u b­

fided, and, at the proper time, the want 

of inftruction will manifeft itfelf. 

EMILY. 

I think that 1nay foon be. 

have our mafters in readinefs, 

time draws on with long {hides. 

MOTHER. 

Let us 
for the 

We will watch its approach, left it 

!hould efcape us. 
EMILY. 

Now, there is another idea that puzzles 

me. 
MOTHER. 

What is it? 
EMILY. 

Do you rernember what a deal of com­

pany we had the evening) before my papa 

went away? _ 
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MOTHER. 
Yes ; I recollect that evening as on 

of the moil: difagreeable of my 1i e. 

EM r LY. 

Indeed fo it was. They came on ac­
count of 111y Papa's departure .. I thought 
every body would have been as heavy­
hearted as you and I; but I was 1nif­
taken, they did not ceafe talking and 
chattering, without expreffing the leafr 
regret at his departure. 

M-0 THE R. 

Becaufe, to an bt1t you and me, his 
departure was a 111atter of great indif­
fe rence. They fulfilled the laws of 
cuftom and fociety; they came to ihew 
their attention, and not their affec1:ion. 
As none of our particular. friends, or· 
even acquaintance, were of the · number,, 
the converfation could only turn on the 
weather, and o~her conunon-plac.e fuh­
jects, infipid enough.. When thefe were 
thoroughly difruifed, and they had ftaid 
the proper time, they took their leave,. 
p1eafed at their vifit being over •. 
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EMILY. 

Why did they come, if 1t did not 
amufe them? 

MOTHER. 

To be troublefome, and wafte their 
time and ours. 

EMILY. 

But, Mamma; that is very filly. 
MOTHER. 

Every thing in this world has its ad­
vantages and inconveniences. Thefe are 
the incoveniences of fociety. 

EMILY. 

Well ! but do you recollect what ga1ne 
they rnade of that lady---I have forgotten 
her na1ne---The lady who is fo learned 
---That 1 fuould forget her name al­
ready!---

M OTHER. 

No matter for her name. - I frankly 
own, I · recollect nothing either of the 
lady, nor thofe who 1nade game of her. / 
I was very inattentive all that day. 
What did they fay then ? 

EM I LY. 

The Count de Vieuxpont faid, fue only 
wanted a doctor's hat; and that it was 
impoffible to fay o~e word in her · pre­
fence, without her quoting a Greek o · 
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Latin author. This made the fat gentle­
man in the green coat and fine waiftcoat 
die with laughing, and he faid, " She 
always difplays her fcience, though fhe 
does not even know the price of a 
chicken ; and that fhe would do better 
to -teach her daughter to fpeak, who can­
not yet read, than lofe her ti1ne in puz-: 
zling us." 

MOTHER. 

A 1noft witty re1nark indeed! What 
<lid your father fay to it? 

EMILY. 

My Papa ? Nothing at all. I believe 
he was as abfent as yourfelf, Mamma, 
and was thinking of fomething elfe. 

MOTHER. 

Then we were both to blame. It is 
always the fault of the 1na!l:er or miftrefs 
of the houfe, whenever the abfent are 
ridiculed. Though we know nothing of 
the lady in queftion, I a1n now very 
f orry I was not 1nore attentive, and pre­
vented it. 

EMILY. 

But, Mamma, you cannot filence your 
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vifitors as you can little children, who 
prattle mal-a-propos. 

MOTHER. 
I afk your pardon. You may, with--· 

out pedantry or affectation, f o contrive, 
that nothing £hall be faid in your houf e 
that you ihall not like to hear again. I 
forbid no fubject of converfation, yet 
you 1nuft have remarked, the abfent are 
never ridiculed in 1ny houfe, ftill lefs 
thofe _I am not acquainted with. 

EMILY. 
That may be, but I never took notice 

of it. · 
MOTHER. 

Evil fpeaking, is, of all vices in fociety, 
what I have the greateft averfion to. 

E .MILY. 

Yes, it is very melancholy to dwell ·on 
other people's defects and irnperfections 
for ever.. But, M an1ma, to retu rn to our 
fu bj ect; if · ignorance be a ihame, \-,hy 
make a jeft of learning ? T hat is what 

- _puzzies me. 
MOTHER. 

It is a ierious qudtion. I recollect 
. that the fociety of one of yo r litt le coin-

\ 
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panions is rather difpleafing to you. Is 
it not Mifs Perfeuil? 

EMILY. 

That is true, Mamma; !he tires me a 
little. 

MOTHER. 

Why fo? 
EMILY. 

You know why ; that is one of my 
fecrets. 

MOTHER. 

Tell it me again, if you pleafe. I do 
not recollect it. 

EMILY. 

She is always talking of herfelf; 
what !he has faid, what !he has done, and 
what :fhe has learned. Vvhen we want 
to play ( for in ihort, Mamma, we do not · 
meet to :fhew our learning) !he will not; 
one would think it was beneath her to 
play with us, !he gives herfelf airs, and 
fets herfelf up for an example. · 

MOTHER. 

You do not think that right ? 

EMILY. 

I do not know whether it be right or 
wrong, but it tires me. 

V 01. I. G g 

I 



S 50 C O N P E R S A T I O N S Con. XII, 

_ MOTHER. 

Probably, the lady in queftion, con­
ducted herfelf in the fa1ne manner to­
ward the gentleman who fpoke fo freely 
of her. For you muft be perfuaded 
they deride not knowledge in itfelf, but 
the manner in which the lady boafts of 
that fhe poffeffes . 

. EMILY. 

Yet we muft let others fee what we 
know, or elfe be thought ignorant. 

Mo THE R. 

That is not the end of learning. The 
truly learned never talk of their learning 
in company, as it is obferved that vir­
tuous perfons never make pretentions to 
virtue; they are fatisfied to know it is 
the inmate of their breaf:ts, but it never 
dwells on their lips. Thefe obfervations 
being made, it is to be pref u1ned, that 
the lady in queftion is not really learned. 

EMILY. 
But if we conceal our knowledge, how 

is the world to be n1ade acquainted with 
it? 

MOTH E R. 

Do you run out to 1neet my vi!itors, 
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and fay, I can read, I can embroider a 

little., I begin to make tapeH:ry? 
EMILY. 

No, Mamma. 
MOTHER. 

Yet, it is well known you are not 1g• 

norant of thofe things. 
EMILY. 

Eecaufe I have been feen employed at 

them. 
MOTHER. 

It is as eafy to judge by yot1r manner 

of liflening to converfation, and by your 

replies when any queftions are afked of 

you, whether you be ignorant or in­

forrned. 
EMILY. 

What! without making any difplay of 

it? 
MOTHER. 

Without doubt. When you are found 

to be at home, as you faid juft now of 

111e, it is im111ediately perceived, _ and 

when you are not, it is as foon dif­

covered. 
EMILY. 

That may be. But, Mamma, if thofe 

things I know are never mentioned be­

fore me, it -will be thought I a111 never 

G g 2 
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&t home, and that would be vexatious. Mv 
houfe will be taken for the habitation a'f . 
ignorance. 

MOTHER. 
That is a motive to engage you to 

learn with f peed what you are ignorant 
of, and to enlarge the fund of your know­
ledge daily. The better you are in­
ftruB:ed, the fewer fubjeB:s of conver­
fation will be :fl:range to you. 

EMILY. 
I am perfectly fenfible of that. 

MOTHER. 
Still I return to what I faid, that no 

one is learned merely for the pleaJure of 
appearing f o. 

EMILY. 
And I alfo return to what I faid, that 

~here can be no pleafure in being thought 
ignorant. 

MOTHER. 
Granted. But learning has a greater 

and more noble end than can arife fror.n 
a vain ofl:entat10,n of it. 

EMILY. 
\Vhat is it? 
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MOTHER. 

When the object of your cares is the 
cultivation of your reafon, and to adorn 
it with ufeful and folid knowledge, you 
open fo many new fource3 of delight and 
fatisfaction ; you prepare f o rnany means 
of embelliihing your exiftence, fo many 
refources againft wearinefs, fo many con­
folations in adverfity, as you acquire ac­
compli.fhments and knowledge. Thefe 
are poffeffions none can deprive you of, 
which e1nancipate you from your de­
pendance on others, fince you ftand in 
need of no one's affiftance to employ 
yourf elf, and to be happy; which, on 
the contrary, makes others dependant on 
you; for the m0re talents and know­
ledge we have, the more ufeful and ne­
ceffary we beco1ne to fociety. Vvithout 
mentioning that it is the moft efficacious 
remedy againft idlenefs, that formidable 
foe to happinefs and virtue. 

EMILY. 

I ihall be arn1ed with fo many arrows 
againft this dangerous enen1 y, that I 
fhall deftroy it. · 

MOTHER. 

That is really poetical. 
Gg3 
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EMILY. 

- Have you then forgotten the arrows of 
Apollo yefterday evening ? 

MO THE R, 

I was far from thinking of them at 
that moment. However, this is fhew-
1ng one's learning, a-propos) and with­
out affectation ! 

EMILY. 

I have already learned to few, to mend 
my handkerchiefs, take care of my linen~ 
embroider a little, to make fome of my 
own cloaths, and my doll's too. 

MOTHER. 

You enoble your needle, by placing it 
among your arrows; but there ·is no 
great harm in that.• It is certain, that by 
applying yourfelf to the works fuitable 
to your fex, you have one good arrow 
the more in your quiver againft idlenefs,_ 
and you thereby learn to do without af­
fiftance fro1n others. The advantages 
are evident; freedom and power. Join to 
thefe occupations thofe of the mind, thofe .. 
which give a fpring and activity to the 
foul, and you will fenfibly advance to­

·ward _perfection._ 
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EMILY. 
Oh ! I hope I ihall make a rapid pro­

grefs.---But, Marnrna, when one is tho­
roughly inftruB:ed, one has no time to 
play. 

MOTHER. 
I afk your pardon. At leaft you will 

find relaxation1 repofe, or a111ufement, 
though perhaps of a lefs frivolous nature 
than .what children require. 

EMILY. 
In my whole life, I never faw you 

play at any play; you are always em­
ployed. 

MOTHER. 
Little ungrateful thing! how often have 

1 played with your play-things to amufe· 
you, even till I was fatigued ? 

EMILY. 
True, 111y dear Mamma; but 1t was 

pure complaiiance on your part; it did 
not amufe you at all, though you were 
kind enough to feem fo. 

1\10 T H ER. 
A time will come, when your doll> 

your magic-lanthorn, your baby-houfe> 
will no longer amuf e you ; wherefore it 
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will be right to prepare., from this time, 
refources againft that day. 

EM IL Y. 

I hope you will fpare my magic-lan­
thorn. I ihall be always fond of that. 

MOTHER. 

With all rny heart. I like it very 
we11 alfo; and to convince you of it., I 
defire you will ihew it to rne ; for you 
111uft·be tired of talking, and I am quite 
exhaufted. 

EMILY. 

Shall I afk for candles ? We have 
been in the dark this half hour. 

MOTHER. 

You rnay, if you plea(e. 

EMILY. 

And when I have lighted up, you !hall 
fee, Madam, the infide of St. Peter's at 
Rome, with the fafade, and famous colo­
nade; and the Place de Navone, with its 
fountains; and the fountain of Tri·vi; and 
the infide of the church called the Rotun­
da, lighted at the top ; and the Pab.ce of 
Caferte; and the Dom~ at 111ilan, with all 
its little figures; and the M{lifon !?2_,uarree, 
as well as the fountain at ]\Tifmes; and the 



Con. XII, 0 F E MIL r. 357 
colonade of the Louvre; and St. Paul's at 
London; and the infide of the Pantheon at 
London; and the Town-Houfe at /lmjler­
dam; and the Opera-Houfe at Berlin; 
and the New Palace of Sans-Souci; and 
the Palace of the Hermitage of the Em­
prefs of Ruffia, at Peterjbourg, upon the 
Neve; and the fuperb lake at Czarkozelo, 
with the marble bridge; and many other 
curiofities worthy your attention. 

MOTHER. 

I do not think I ihall pref ume to fee 
all this gratis. With fo well furniihed a 
machine, and that melodious tone of 
voice, you would make a fortune at a 
fair. 

END OF VOL. I. 



. r -











e,·.i 
i;;PlNAY 
coNVER.SAT!ONr..-- -
VOL "l., 
!7fS7 

37131oo,9538497 TI7o6 






