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To My YounNa PupriLs.

My dear Girls,

YOUR Parents having
intrufted me with the di-
rection of your firft ftu-
dies, I thought 1t a duty
incumbent on me, to dif-
charge 1t In a manner
‘that might both inftruct
and famufe you. = Such
1s the plan of the Con-
ver{attons which [ have
a3
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tranflated, and now de-
dicate to you.

That you may, one
~day, mmitate the virtues
of the mother, and walk
in the fteps of the daugh-

ter, 1s the fincere with of,
Lad:es,

Your affectionate friend,

The TRANSLATOR.

Londen, Dec. 20,
1786,



T-HE

TRANSLATOR’s PREFACE.

THE Converfations of Emily,
by Madame la Comtefle
d’Epigny, a tranflation® of
which has been undertaken
for the ufe of young ladies, do
not form one of thofe {yftems
of education offered to the
examination of learned men
and philofophers, though the
book has received from both
the moft flattering teftimonies
of approbation ; the beft re-
ward an author can either ex-
pe&t or defire : © they are the
refult of a tender mother’s

* From the Paris Edition of 1734,
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obfervations, who gave up
every other pleafure for that
of difcharging the moft inter-
efting of all duties, fuperin-
tending the education of a
beloved daughter. As no-
thing efcaped her attention
that could affe@ the f{uccefs
of her cares, fhe foon per-
ceived the infuthciency of the
ufual means to attain the end
fhe purpofed. She difcover-
ed in her young pupil an
unconquerable averfion to
thofe books which are com-
monly put into the hands of
children, and a peculiar in-
clination to converfe with 2
mother whom fhe confider-
ed as a friend. + This. was
a ray of intelligence which
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pointed out to the difcerning
parent the path prefcribed
by nature. She then threw
afide {uch books, as fatigued
without improving the un-
derftanding of her child, and
compofed thefe converfations,
in which her daughter found
the moft ufeful leflfons, while
fhe only fought the gratifica-
tion of a curiofity matural to
her age.

Her learned friends (among
whom ~was 7. 7. Rouffean)
witneffes of the {uccefs of her
plan, engaged her to com-
municate it to the Public.

Every well-wifher to youth
was eager to poflefs a work
{o ufeful both to the inftruc-
tor and the pupil. The for-
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mer, after reading it, ceafed
complaining of the want of
proper books for children;
and the latter, freed at length
from the irkfome tafk of
reading fuch as they did not
underftand, were infenfibly
led to knowledge and virtue,
by the paths of pleafure and
amufement,

A fimple fa& or two will
better prove the merit of this
work, than any panegyric
that can be made on it.

In the year in which it was
publithed, a worthy citizen
of ' Paris, zealous for' the
public good, depofited a fum
of money with the French
Academy, deftined as a re-
ward to that author, who, in
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the courfe of the year fhould
produce the moft beneficial
work to humanity.  This
learned {fociety, according to
the donor’s intention, decided
among the competitors, and
unanimoufly adjudged the
prize to Madame d Epigny,
already looked upon as the
benefad&trefs of the rifing ge-
neration.

The Emprefs of Ruffia, who
knows how to reward merit,
upon the reception of Madame
d’ Epigny’s book, immediately
appointed Emily one of -her
Ladies of Honour, and {fettled
on the mother a hand{ome
penfion, with the reverfion
of it to the daughter.
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A fuffrage fo honourable
from the Academy, and fo
diftinguifthed a reward from
the Emprefs of Ruffa, ful-
filled the wifthes of thofe mo-
thers, to whote gratitude Ma-~
dame d’Epigny was fo juftly
entitled.

Induced to give a_ tran{-
lation of this work, the Tranf.
lator is confcious how imper-
fe& her faint attempt muft
appear, when compared with
the original. So candid ‘a
confeflion is the beft apology
which fhe can make, and will,
fhe hopes, foften the cenfures
of thofe learned men, whofe
province it is to make fuch
a comparifon. She, by no
means, would have ventured
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upon introducing it to the ‘
public in an Englith drefs,
had fhe not entirely relied

on their indulgent generofity.

Happy will fhe think her-
felf, if her defire to pleafe

(the only merit fhe can plead)
fhould meet with fuccefs !

Vor. 1. b






ADVERTISEMENT

TO T HE
Seconp Frencu EbpIiTiON.

THE following Converfations were
not intended for publication. A mo-
ther who, by an ill ftate of health,
was deprived of every comfort, but
that which fhe found in the educa-
tion of a beloved daughter, perceived
that the child, from a very early
period, took a particular pleafure in
converfation, and imagined it would
be ealy to turn it to advantage in
order to form her underftanding,
and accuftom her to refle@ion with-
out conftraint or effort.

She therefore determined to em-
ploy thefe means, and attempted to
compofe fome Converfations which
amufed and interefted the child,
but which failed of their mainend ;

b2 |
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becaufe, in the opinion of a child of
her age, a bock, that was not printed,

neither deferved to be read nor pre-
ferved.

This unexpefted inconvenience
for fome time perplexed the mother.

As far from pretending to fix the
attention of the public on her pro-
ductions, as unprovided with talents
needful to fecure their indulgence,
fhe was under the neceﬁity of mil-
trufting the partiality of a few
friends, who thought thefe ¢flays
might not be ufelefs in the education
of girls in general.

After much hefitation, the deter-
mined to fend her manufcupt 1nto
Germany. A bookfeller at Lerpfick
took upon himfelf, even before he
knew the contents, to publith it
in a very corre¢t manner, after hav-
ing it tranflated into German, by a
man of letters, and which appeared
at the fame time.

- In this manner, the withes of the
author were accomplifhed beyond
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her hopes. Thus efcaped from the
inconveniencies of being knswn, (he
added 'to her daughter’s library a
book, a pledge of her tendernefs,
which fo delighted the child, as
daily to afford the mother the moft
pleafing reward. Some copies, how-
ever, had reached Framce, by. the
way of Strq/burg ; and the public,
naturally difpofed to favour even the
intention of any ufeful projet, con-
firmed by their fuffrages the judg-
ment of friendthip. A bookfeller,
in confequence, publithed an edition
from that of Leip/fick, and contri-
buted, without the participation of
the author, to their being more ex-
tenfively known.

‘Theadvantage the child has reaped
from :them, as well as the indul-
gence of the Public, have alone
been fufficient to fupport the refo-
lution of a mother in the midft of
the moft cruel fufferings, and of
inducing her to perfiit in her defign

b 3
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of giving thefe effays the degree of
perfeGion, which fhe thought they
might receive. She will venture
to affert, that maternal tendernefs
furpafles even the dread of death,
fince its reiterated approaches have
not made her give up her defign;
but, by purfuing it, fhe has had
reafon to be convinced, at every ftep
the has taken, how widely different
the fupgeftions of tendernefs are from
the leflons taught by experience.

Not only the greateft part of the
Converfations in this edition have
been added to the former, but thofe
which are here inferted, have been
entirely altered, and ftripped of that
imperious and dogmatical ftyle which
authority and {uperiority of reafon
and years infenfibly aflume; be«
caufe the firlt edition was the lan-
guage of prejudice, and the latter
that of experience; or, 1n better
terms, the firft was the book of the
mother, and the latter the work of
the child.
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She furnithed all the materials,
and, unknown to herfelf, inftru@ed
her mother how to turn ‘them to
the beft advantage, and tanght her
the ‘meoft certain method of reache
ing her heart and un-derrﬁa‘ndi‘ng; in
fhort, by her docility, and the mild-
nefs of her difpofition, ‘convinced
her mother, what fuperior advan<
tages might be gained from a gene-
rous confidence, and what ufe might
be made of an innocent and delicate
irony, an 1indire& and pleafant al-
lufion, over fruitlefs precepts and
fevere reprimands. J

Memory, and a little care, were
only needful to properly digeft thefe
Converfations, from thofe which
actually pafled between the mothet
and the child. ‘ _

Beheld in this peint of view, they
may point out to thofe who make
the education of children their bu-
finefs, more than one unbeaten path
in that difficult and important career,
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General precepts, in the fcience of
education, as in every other {cience,
are of little ufe. . No' one difputes
them, yet nothing is gained by a
continual repetition of them, nor are
they much attended to ; becaufe they
are vague in their nature, and indicate
no. precife method ; nay, 1t 1s no
uncommon thing, to obferve thofe
perfons, who have them frequently
in their mouths, a& in dire¢t op-
ofition to them.
It is indifputably true, that two
children do not exift who perfeétly
refemble each other in every point,
either in underftanding or difpofi-
tion, any more than in their fea-
tures, therefore thefe Converfations
cannot exa&ly fuit any child, but
her for whom they were written ;
but if they have any merit, if they,
in fome manner; anfwer the expec-
tation, they, in preference to all ge-
neral maxims, ought to guide in
this pleafing, but anxious undertak-
ing, a mother whofe tendernefs will
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by turns exaggerate the difficulties
and the fuccefs.

It is doubtlefs to be wifhed, that
every vigilant mother would com=
municate the fruits of her experi-
ence to the public, particularly at
that period when maternal love feems
to penetrate all hearts with more
enetgy and force, and when, in
moft young mothers, every tafte,
and every engagement, have given
place to this affe¢ting and powerful
paffion. It would be a certain mean
of laying a folid and durable founda-
tion for a general and rational plan
of education, |

The author of thefe Converfz-
tions, has an advantage over moft
mothers, and which no one will
certainly envy her.

Reduced, by the deplorable ftate of
her health, to this only but power-
ful refource, without ever being di-
verted from it, except by her fuf-
ferings, fhe has been enabled to
give to her daughter’s education a
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continued attention; which few mo-
thers could reconcile with other
duties and circumflances of fitu-
ation.

Thence a tendernefs, and it may
be faid, an intimacy, refulted. be-
tween the mother and the daughter,
who, inthe mid{t of the little ircle
cf their friends, have concentred
the fecret of education to them
alone, as the fecrets. of ftate are
concentered to the King and his
minifters only, amidit all the conver-
{ations of  the Court.

This reciprocal confidence s
doubtlefs the main fpring of a free
and generous education, to which
the ancients gave the epithet of
liberal ; and till a mother can obtain
it, the cannot flatter herfelf with
reaping the fruits of her labours.

!
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FROM THE

ado R o HS OiR

TO THE

EDITOR of the Firft FrEncr Epition.

I SEND you, Sir, my Conver/[ations.
You made me exceffively uneafy, by acquaint-
ing me, you found them unequal to the opi-
nion I entertained of thems but you have
relieved me from that anxiety, by informing
me, that you perceive in them, neither a
plan_of - education, nor any connexion in
the ideas. 1t was not my intention to pro-
pofe & new plan of education, nor bad I the
prefumption to deviate from that generally
adopted by prudent parents. Al I aimed at
was, to ill up the vacant chafims, if you
will permit me the expreffion, and to fhew in
what manner idle hours, and moments of
relaxation, might be employed by a vigilant
mother, in order to form the underfanding
of ber child, and to plant in ber beart vir-
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tuoys and upright [entiments. Plans and
[iftems, therefore, are out of the queftion.
Zet even in this point of view, edusation
Should be divided (as in a well imagined
and connetied [yfbem) - into [everal periods,
each of which would require a different
work. Let us [uppofe three principal ones:
The firft conclules at tep years of age, the
Jecond at fourteen or fifteen, and the third
Jbould be continued till the child be fettled in
-the world.

According to this [cheme, I bave adapt-
ed the prefent work to the firft period, in
which I bave endeavoured to prefent to my
child’s underftanding fimple ideas, to infiruit
and affif ber in developing them, and fre-
quently to make ufe of childifb [port to lead
her to make fenfible and folid refleltions. The
two  fucceeding periods muft be ‘treated more
ferioufly; and I know nos whether I fball
bave courage to attempt the tafk, when
my daughter’s age fball roguire it. -

This confeffion being made, I refign, Sir,
thefe Converfations to you. —~ Make what
ufe you pleafe of them, fince you are of opi-
nion, they may be ufeful to etber children.



FIRST GONVERSATION:

EMmrIvvy.

MAMMA, I have learned my Cate-
chifm; may I bring my work and fit by
you ?---Oh! Mamma, Mamma! come
hither, come hither! I hear adrum! look
at the monkeys that are going along!

Mo T HER.
Go to the window, my dear, with yous
Governefs; and when they have pafled
by, come back to your work,

Yo, 1; ' st
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(Emily goes to the window, and returns.)
EMinr v

Mamma, I have feen them; why did
not you come and look at them: Do
you not love monkeys ?

Mo THER.

Not much. There, take your work ;
and continue to embroider as far as that
flower.

EMIL v
Yes, Mamma. But why do not you
love monkeys? I like them much.
MoTHER.
Why do you like them ?
EMiLy.

Becaufe they are fo droll, and make

fuch faces; they divert me mightily.
Mo THER.

Were you to be acquainted with them,
they, perhaps, would not fo well enter-
tain- you; you would find them of a
wicked, malicious, thieving, treacherous
difpofition.

EmiLy.

Aftonithing! It is a pity! But as I
only faw them through the window, they
could not hurt me, you know. Oh! they
are {o droll, for all that, I thould like to
{fee them near. _
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MorT H ER.

And pray what kind of creature 1s a
monkey ? Since you are fo fond of them,
you ought perfeétly to know what they
are.

EMILY.
To be fure, I know very well; a mon-
key is an animal.
MoTHER..
Flas it the form of a dog, or a cat?
EMivry.
No, Mamma; it is like a monkey.
Mo THER.

To what animal do you think it bears

the greateft refemblance ?
EMTLY:

I know not, Mamma; will you be fo
kind as to tell me?

Mo THER.

Yes, my dear. It bears a ftriking re-
femblance to man in the features of its
face, its feet, and its hands.

EMirvy.
What ! is man an animal ?
MoTHER.
Yes. Man is a rational animal.
EMmiLy.

Why do you call him a rational ani-
mal ?

A2
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MoTHER.
By arational animal we diftinguith man
from other animals, becaufe man is the
only creature endowed with reafon and
fpeech.

EMrIrv.

‘Then men are animals. Thatis droll ;
and you and I, Mamma; are we ani-
mals ? :

MorHER.

hen I fay man, I mean the whole

human {pecies. When F fay a man, I
mean one human creature only, of the
male kind; and when I fay a woman,
I mean a human creature of the female
kind.

Emriry.

Oh! Mamma, look ! Chloe is gnawing
my frock; but, Mamma, dogs do not
fpeak ?

MoTHER.

No. They have neither the ufe of

fpeech, nor reafon; they feel pain and

leafure as we do; they fuffer and com-
plain when they are hurt.
1575758 8 A &

Of what ufe can dogs be, Mam-

ma?’
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Mo THER.

To protect their mafters, who 1n re-

turn feed and take care of them.
EMmiLv.
And of what ufe are men in the
world ?
MoTHER.
To live 1n fociety.
o SR M T Y
And what do they do all day long?
MoTHER.

They mutually affift each other in their
wants, 1in their affairs, and even intheir
pleafures.

EMmiLyvy.

And what would happen to him who

thould not help the others ?
MoTHER.

What would happen to him? that
others would not affift him, that he would
become ufelefs, that he foon would be
neither loved, efteemed, nor fou0ht after ;
that foon he would want every 1:111110r and
that at laft he would die of emuui, want,
and grief,

EmMivy.

Then to be happy we muft be ufeful
to others?

A3
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MoTHER.

That is one of the fureft means of at-
taining happinefs.

Emirvy.

What is happinefs, Mamma ?

MoTHER.

It i1s what you experience my love, -
when you are pleafed with yourfelf, and
when you have done whatIrequire of you.

| R Te v,

That 1s, when I have been obedient
and learned my tafks well; but when I
am grown up and have nothing more to
learn, I then fhall have no more occafion
to be happy?

O THER.

Every age has its duties, its employ-

ments, and its pleafures.
Bivin's v

Mamma, pray look at my work. It

is not badly done.
MoTHER.

Is it finithed? 1 told you not to
leave your place till you had dene your
tafk.

EMiILy.

But why fo, Mamma?
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MoTHER.
Becaufe you fhould accuftom yourfelf
to finith whatever you begin, and not
to leave one employment for another

without caufe.

EMiry.
But, Mamma---It is becaufe---

Mo T H ER.
No argument. When I have told you
what you ought to do, I expect you to
fubmit without reply.

Emivy.

I will obey you, Mamma; but let me
afk you why you fometimes fuffer me to
afk queftions, and to fay every thing
that comes into my head, and at other
times you will not ?

MoTHER.

When we are talking together, whe-
ther for your amufement or inftruction,
you may with freedom and confidence,
communicate to me all your ideas. I
then anfwer you, and your queftions are
not unfeafonable; but when I order you
to do any one thing, you ought to obey
without reply.
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B i e,

But why, Mamma ?

. MoTHER.

Through refpect and confidence. Did
you ever know me to require of you any
thing but what was for your good ?

: Eavan v,

No, Mamma.

MorTHER.

I have always condefcended as much
as your age would allow, to explain to
you the motives of the orders I prefcribe
to you: youknowit; whence then thould
proceed your repugnance to obey them?

EmiILy. '

That 1s very true, Mamma; and I
promife you I will henceforth obey you
without reply; but when we are talking
together you will permit me to fay what
I like?

MoTHER.

Undoubtedly.

B g

Are we now talking?

Mo THER.

I think we are. What 1s your opi-

nion ?
By b Y.
Oh! then I am going to afk you many
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queftions, Mamma, what am I in the
world for?
MoTHER.
Let us hear.. Anfwer me that quef-
tion yourfelf.
EMmiLy,
I know nothing about it.
MoTHER.

How do you employ yourfelf the whole
day?

EmrIrLy.

Nay, I walk, I learn my leflons, I jump
about, I eat, I drink, and chatter with
you when I am good.

MoTHER.

Hitherto, fuch are the purpofes for
which you were created. You exift only
to eat, drink, fleep, laugh, jump, grow
up, gain firength, and acquire know-
ledge; that is all you have to do; but in
proportion to your years, your employ-
ments, as well as obligations, will be of
another nature ; inftead of living only to
jump, dance, and be troublefome to o-
thers, you will endeavour to make your-
{elf ufeful, to fulfil other duties, and en-
joy other amufements,

Evivry,

Troublefome to others! am I trouble-

fome ?
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MoTHER.
Certainly ; fince you are a child.

EmiLvy.
But a child is fomebody.

MoTHER.
A child will become in time a reafon-
able being.
EMmrLy.

But what am I now, being but a
child ? |
MoTHER.

How! you are five years old, and have
not yet refieted on what you are ?  En-
deavour to find it out yourfelf.

Eogrin 'y,
I cannot think of any thing.

MorTHER.

For my part, I think that a child is a
helplefs creature, dependant on every
one ; that a child is fimple, ignorant,
giddy, troublefome, thoughtlefs---

EMmriLy.
What, have I all thofe faults?

MoTHER.
Thev are natural to vour years. You
¥
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then fee that a child is indebted for the
cares it experiences, to the fole tender-
nefs of its parents, and that of courfe it
muft be troublefome, and infupportable
to others.
EMrILy.
I do not think I am fo helplefs.
MoTHER.

The flighteft blow would bring you to

the ground; perhaps might kill you.
EMiLy.

But cannot children, as well as other

perfons, defend themfelves ?
MoTHER.

Their ignorance and giddinefs do not
~allow them either to forefee or avoid dan-
ger, and their weaknefs prevents them
from defending themfelves; they incef-
fantly require “fome one near them to
guard and protect them; nobody can be
interefted in rendering, them thefe irk-
fome cares, becaufe children cannot of
themfelves make any return for it; and
it 1s only by their mildnefs, docility, and
attention to thofe who do them fervice,
that they can hope for a continuation of
them; for if they be ill-tempered, if
they reply rudely, if their hearts be not
fenfibly touched with the obligations they
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owe to thofe who are attentive to them,
they will foon weaken the commifera-
tion which their fituation naturally in-
fpires: they will be forfaken by every
one, and then they would be very much
to be pitied.

Hoor oo

But is not my Governefs obliged to
“take care of me ?

MoTHER.

Your Governefs takes care of you
becaufe I have given you to her in
charge ; but I cannot oblige her to love
you, unlefs you make yourfelf amiable;
and thould you fhew the leaft humour,
rudenefs, or ingratitude to her, it would
be unjuft in me to require her to do
you fervices which you would fo 1l re-
quite, and I even would forbid her to go
near you.

Emity.
Well then, I could drefs myfelf,
MoTHER.
Do you think you could ?
| )

Yes, Mamma.

MoTHER.

Well, let me fee. Untie your frock,
and take off your collar.
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EmrLy.

I have taken off my collar.

| MoTHER.

Now for the frock.

Emrry.

Oh'! I can very well take off my frock.
--—-Mamma, will you be fo kind as to
untie the ftrings.

 MoTHER.

No, you are to do it yourfelf, fince
you {uppofe you have no one to affift
you. |

Emity.
But I could do all the reft very well.
MoTHER.

Still you want fomebody to untie your °

frock 2 Put on your collar again.
EMIitvy.

Mamma, I cannot.

|  MoTHER.

You mult have affiftance to put on
your collar. Judge by this trial, how
much, even in the moft trifling” things,
you ftand in need of your Govumfg; how
careful ought you to be of difcouraging
her, left the thould leave you; for thould
that happen through your fault, T fhould
* have no inducement to procure a perfon
to fupply her place.

Vou. L B
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Emivry.

Truly, Mamma, I thould be much to
be pitied; I never thought of that: I
could neither go to bed, nor get up, nor
do any thing without help.

MoTHER.

You then plainly fee, that children,
being under the neceflity of receiving
afliftance from every body, muft be gen-
tle, polite, and grateful; amend their
temper, improve by the leffons and advice
which they receive, and be fenfible that
when they are corrected, it is a proof of
regard and friendfhip that is given them,
and the means of gaining efteem.

B v

I never thought of that before; but I

hope I am not very naughty.

MoTHER.
Children of your age are ufually care-
lefs, and void of refletion.

EMiLy.

Now I will refleét and be more care-
ful, and I will love my Governefs better
than ever, becaufe fhe has fo much
trouble with me, Still there are a great



Con'“I. OF EMILY. 23

many things I know nothmg of. /) erg
‘there not?‘ . :
-MoTHER.

Not only there are many things with
which -you are umcquam*ed but you
muft be convinced you know nothing,
fince you know neither what you are,
nor even the purpofes for which you were

L(.d-

Evivy.
Nay, I know it now, and I I‘nall never
orget.
Mo T HER.

You foon learn things that require
long ftudy.

Ewr ey

I have done my tafk. Will you look
at my work, Mamma ?

MoTHER.

L et me fee. v ilesis: veryiwell. | You
may go to play now, if you be tired of
talkmg.

EmiLy. 4

Mamma, as you are pleafed with my
worlk, let me beg one favour of you.

MoTHER,
What is it ?
EMrry.
Pleafe to relate to me the ftory of the
B2
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Lady of whom you were laft night talking
with my Papa,
MorTmuEzR.
- Very willingly, my dear, if you pro-
mife me to be attentive. That Lady
was the widow of a man of quality; at
his death the was left without any fortune,
with one fon and a daughter.
EMmriwLvy.
What was her name, Mamma ?
MorTHER.
You do not know her, my love.
EmiLvy.
But tell me her daughter’s name.
MoTuER.

Her name was Fula. One day her
Mamma faid to her : Child, T am not rich,
L bave exhaufted my fortune to procure
your brother a commiffion in the army ; bi-
toerto ke bas diftinguifhed bimfelf among
the young men of kis agve, by his condus?
and emulation: I trufft be will make his
way, and in time, be ufeful to you ; but as
‘o youy you kave nothing. I am not able
to have mafters for you, or to procure you
the elegant accomplifbments of your e s b
15 only from your virtues and emulation in
acquiring thofe qualities wwhich you want,
that you can expeft to eftablifh your bap-
prnefs. The knowledge and experience I have
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acquired in the world, will enlighten your

mind. Unlefs you be folicitous to gain efteem

and affetlion, unlefs your perfonal qualities in-

tereft perfons in your bebalf, you will never

Settle in the world; you will never marry.
EMiLy.

Mamma, why did the lady talk in that
manner ?

MoTHER.

Becaufe fthe was not rich, and thofe
who have no fortune muft be more cir-
cum{pect than others, in order to be
fought after and well received; for if you
be poor and worthlefs, you thereby furnifth
people with a reafon to neglet you.

EmiLy.

I thould not like to have a hufband

who was poor and worthlefs.
MoTHER.

Then you rnuft naturally conclude, that
no man would choofe a wife who was
poor and worthlefs.

EMmrILy.
Very true. Well! Mamma.
MoTHER.

Well! my love. Fulia was unhappily
of a very bad difpofition, fulky, idle, in-
clined to ill-humour, always laying her
faults upon others, ungrateful to her mo-

B 3
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ther, who finding her incorrigible, was
obliged to fend her into a convent. The
example of ‘her brother had no effeét on
her conduét; he joined to the greateft
refpect, an entire confidence in his mo-
ther, and never faw her without giving
her proofs of both; his only fear was to
difpleafe her: as to Fulia, fhe loft an op-
portunity of marrying confiderably to her
advantage, becaufe on enquiries made
refpecting her in the convent, the ac-
counts were {o difadvantageous, that the
was rejected, notwithftanding her beauty,
which at firft had recommended her.
Emivy.
And what became of her ?
MorTHER.
She remained in the convent, where the
15 likely to pafs her life.
EmiLvy.
Perhaps the will improve,
MoTHER.

At a certain age, that is not to be ex-
pected; if proper efforts be not made
from the earlieft childhood, it is {carcely
poflible ; befide, an unfavourable impref-
fion once received, is never forgotten; and
the amendment, if known, is not believed,

EMrivy,

Why {o, Mamma ?
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MoTHER.

What is the reafon that I never could
prevail on you to fee M. Verville wichout
terror ?

| EmiLy.

Becaufe he once terrified me, by making
ugly faces at me.

 MoTHER.

And becaufe he once made ugly faces
at you, you imagine his fole employment
is to frighten little children, and you think
it the fhorteft way to preferve the firft
impreflion, rather than to examine whe-
ther he have not altered his countenance
fince you faw him: be not therefore
furprifed, if others retain the firft im-
preffion ‘as well as yourfelf, in matters
which they are not immediately intereft-
ed to fearch deeply into.

Emivvy.

But, Mamma, was Fwlkia then very
pretty ?

_ MoTHER.

Very pretty, my dear, but fhe was not
amiable.

EmiLy.

It is better then to be amiable than
pretty ?---yet---Am I pretty, Mamma ¢
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MorTHER.

Hitherto I cannot fay you are, my

dear. ,
EMiLy. ;

Why does every body fay then, that
I am charming? ;
' MoTHER.

I will tell you that to-morrow. Go to
play, till we be ready for walking, and
divert yourfelf as well as you have
worked.
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SECOND CONVERSATION.

EMmiLy.
M AMMA ? what do you call---no, that

was not what I meant to fay---Mamma,
you promifed to tell me fomething: will
you tell it me now?
Mo THER.
What is it, my dear ?
EMiLvy.

If I am not pretty, why does every

body fay I am charming? ~
MoTHER.

It is pofiible to be charming without
bunfr abfolutely pretty; and it is like-
wile poﬁm to be wvery pretty without
being charining.

EmiLy. -

Oh! I know, Mamma; to be charming
one muft be prudent and modeft, never
fpeak but when fpoken to, and not be

troublefome ; 1s it not fo, Mamma ? You
have told me fo.
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MoTHER.
You are right. Tell me whether you
think yourfelf pretty or charming ?

EMviry.
I think I am---

: MoTHER.
Which of the two, pray ?

EMiILvy.
Pretty, Mamma.
MorTHER.
What is being pretty ? /

EvmiLy.

I underftand what it is, but I know not

how to explain i,
MoTHER.

It is to have a fine {kin, beautiful eyes,
a well thaped nofe, a pretty mouth, nei-
ther too large nor too fmall, the hair
well fet, in thort, the whole perfon agree-
able; not to make faces, to have nothing
aficCted, neither a pouting nor fnearing
look, but an engaging and modeit air.

EMiLy.
Like my coufin.

MoTHuER:
Yes; and have you ali that?
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Emivy.
Not all.
MoTHER.
Then you are not pretty.

EMmrILy.

If T am not pretty, why do all your

friends fay fo?
MoTHER.

Did you never hear it faid of other
children, like yourfelf, that they were
charming and amiable, though they were
not really fo?

EMmivy.
I do not know. I never remarked it.

MoTHER.
But were you never praifed without
deferving it? Recollect yourfelf.

Emrivy.

I am thinking---1 fancy that might
be the cafe; yet at the time they were
praifing me, I thought I deferved it, or
rather I now think, was afraid you thould
fay the contrary. Oh! ftay---1 remem-
ber I thought once they were mocking
me.

MoTHER.

No fuch thing. There exifts a falfe

and miftaken politenefs which induces
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fome to imagine they are bound, when
they enter a friend’s houfe, to praife every
thing in 1t, from the miftrefs to her lap-
dog.  You have even feen people whofe
legs my little Chloe was going to bite, fay
that the was a charming little thing. Do

you think the compliment very fincere,
and that Chloe deferved it ?

Emirv.
By no means, Mamma.

MorTuEzRr.

Well---thofe who fay you are pretty
and charming think no more of you than
of Chloe, neither do they know whether
you deferve it better than fhe, or at leaft
are as carelefs about it.

i Emiry.

But it 1s very filly to fay what one does
not think.

MorTHER.

You are right; it would be better to
be filent. Therefore all fenfible young
perfons, pay no fort of attention to thofe
kinds of compliments, and very often are
offended at them; and it is either very
filly or very inconfiderate to make ufe of
fuch language to children; and &ill more
fo to believe and take pride in them,
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EmrIrvy.

Oh! Mamma! I will not fuffer myfelf
to be fo deceived any more---but,when I
have been good it is however true that
then I am a charming girl : my Governefs
told me {o, and you yourfelf, Mamma,
have faid fo many times.

MoTHuER.

When you have been good, you have
been told, that if you were continually
{o, you would be a charming child; and
you really would, but you do not yet
know, that it is impoffible to be a charm-
ing child with an unfteady condu&; and
that if you with to acquire the reputa-
tion of being fo, in time, you muft, by de-
grees, endeavour to be more reafonable.

EMmivy.
Mamma, I will be fo, and from this
very day I am going to be perfect.
VIOTHER.
What do you underftand by that ?
EmirLvy.
I mean always to do well---
MoTHER.
Do you imagine that too an eafy
matter ?
EmiLy.
Yes, Mamma. The will only is wanting,
Vor. L C
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MoTHER.

And how will you aét ?

EmrILvy.
I will always do what you and my Go-
vernefs bid me, and nothing elfe.
s MioTHER:
Begin then by holding yourfelf well.
A e
Yes, Mamma. Is it thus?
i MorTHER.

Yes; and place your feet in a proper
pofition.« Did you write your copy this
afternoon whilft 1 had company ?

EMmivv.

Yes, Madam; but I dare not thew it
to you; it is very badly written, and /o
fcrawled !

' MorTHER.

Ah! you had not then formed the re-
folution of being perfett :-——--fee your
head is no longer held up, and your feet
are out of their place.

Bivia g v

Now they are as they ought to be.
Will you let me write another copy ? 1
am fure I fhall do 1t better than the
other.

s Mo T HER.

Very willingly. Come to this table,

Are you properly feated ?
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Falmin

Yes, Mamma.

MorTHER.

You hold your pen very ill; your head
is on one fide--—-You do not write even
—--now you grow ilnpatient-—take care;
Impatience does not aoree with perfec-
tion :—--1 am iom/ to fa./ it, but this page
is no better than the other.

E MLy

What muft I do ? I am going to begin
another.

MorTHuER.

Not to-day---you have done enough.
There is a time for every thing; you muft
endeavour to mend a little every day,
it is impoflible for you to learn to write -
in a day, or to corre:t your faults in fo-
fhorta time. You have already forgotten
what was faid yefterday with refpe& to
your age, and what you had to do in this
world.

EMmiLy.

No, indeed I have not: I remember
perfectly well. T am here to improve my
underftanding, and to jump, and to dance.

ToTHER.
Yes, and to grow up, to form your
2
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perfon, your heart and mind. Tell me,
Emily, do you imagine 1t 1s in your power
to become as tall as I am, for example,
between this and to-morrow 2

v aar.
No, furely, Mamma ?

MorTHER.
It is juft as eafy for you to write well,
and do every thing well in one day, as to
be as tall as I am,

KT L Y
Then I muft wait tull I am grown up
to have {fenfe ?
MorHuER.
The more pains you take, the {ooner
you will attain it: but the fenfe {uitable
to your age is all you can afpire to.

EmiL vy,
What is then the fenfe {uitablé to my
age?
MoTHER.
At prefent it is to feel what you are,
“and to acknowledge that you can do no-
thing without the affiftance of others.

EMivy.
It is to be fubmiffive and grateful, 1s it
not ?
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MoTHER.

Yes, and to take pains to comprehend
the inftruGtions given you which are a-
dapted to your years, and the extent of
your capacity.

; EMmiLry,

And afterward, Mamma, what fhall I
do?

Mo THER.

By degrees you will grow up, your
underftanding will unfold itfelf, your
knowledge will increafe, and in time
you will become a reafonable woman.

By v,

Yes, becaufe I fhall then have laboured
to corre¢t my faults.

Mo T HER.

And alfo to acquire that command of
yourfelf which is termed wvirtue, and with-
out which we cannot promife ocurfelves
either happinefs, efteem, or fuccefs; but
you will not be perfect.

¥rarn .
Why not? When fhall I be fo?
MoTHER.

That is a prerogative which is not be-
ftowed on man. At your age you are
liable to errors, fo are we all, and in the -
fame manner we labour as you do, to

C 3
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correct them for our own fatisfaltion, and
to preferve the efteem of others.
EMrILv.
What is the efteem of others, Mamma ?
Mo T HER. |

It is the approbation beftowed by
others on our good behaviour, and which
perfons we are but flightly acquainted
‘with, or even thofe who may have reafon
to diflike us, cannot refufe.

EMiLy.

I do not underftand that, Mamma.
How can we approve perfons we do not
know ?

| Mo THER.

Tell me what you think of the two
young perfons of whom I was fpeaking
yefterday ; of Fulia, for inftance.

EMiLv.
Oh! T think fhe is very naughty.
MorTHER.

And what is your opinion of her bro-
ther ?

: EMrILvy.

I think that he is very amiable, good,
and virtuous,

Mo THER.

Well! the good opinion you have of
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him from what you have heard refpect-
ing his cordu&, is called efteem; yet
you are not acquainted with him,
EMivLy.
But I know him now.
Mo THER.

You know him only by reputation, but
that cannot be called knowing him, fince
you have never feen him.

EwmiLy.

Mamma, will you be fo kind as to tell

me another ftory to-day ?
Mo THER.

No, my love, it is late, and we are
going to take a walk; and, thould we be
alone, we will continue our converfation
as we walk. Ring for our hats and
cloaks.




3z CONVEER S ATION S Con, 11T,

THIRB: CONVERSATION.

EMiLy.

MAMMA, I have caught a fly! how
beautiful it is!
MorTHER.
It is very beautiful indeed.
EMiLvy.
I will take its wings off, that it may
not. fly away ; and I will feed it.
; MorTHER.
Softly, my dear child. Has it bitten
,you? Has it hurt you ?
Emicv.
No, Mamma.
Mot HE R.
Why then would you hurt it ?
Emiwy.
That would not hurt it.
Mo THER.
It would fuffer as much as you would
do, fhould any one cut off your feet or
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hands. If you imagine you do not hurt
it becaufe you do not hear it cry, you are
deceived. It is a creature that feels as
you do, fuffers like yourfelf, and you have
no right to torture it.
EmiILy.
But fuppofe it had bitten me ?

MorT HER.
Self defence is juftifiable; and if it had
wounded you, perhaps you might have
killed it: but that is not the cafe.

SRR
I was not going to kill it, Mamma, 1
would have fed, and taken care of it.

MoT HER. -
Suppofe the firft perfon you meet
fhould feize you, in order to feed and
educate you, and begin by cutting off
one of your feet, left you fhould leave
him without permiffion; how would you
like that ?
Eang ¥
I would not confent to it.

MoTHER.

But if you were not the flrongeft, you
muft fubmit : juft {o would you act with
regard to this fly. Bei‘ng the firongeft,
you have feized it; and had I not pre-
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vented you, you would have cut off its
wings ;. and you would have been in
aftonithment to-morrow morning to have
tfound it dead.
EMivy.
I fhould have been very forry for that.

MeoTHER.
Your grief would not have reftored it
to life.” See what pain it is in |
» EMiLv.
Indeed it is. Itis in great pain,
Mo THER.

Poor little creature ! think what you
would fuffer, if you were fuipended by
one of your arms.

EmiLy.

It would hurt me.

Mot HEzR.

Can you be infenfible to the joy of giv-
ing it its liberty ?  L.et it go quickly and
‘ind its companions. Enjoy that pleafure.

EmiLv.

Lwill s bueal.

Mot HER.

Always  remember, Emily, that we
ought to make ufe of our power to affift
the weak, and not to opprefs them. Do
we wifh to be beloved, and procure our-
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{elves increafing happinefs, we muft do all
the good we can, and avoid all wilful
evil. 3
Eainn %.
I am fure I would not hurt any thing.
T will let it 8y away---See, {ee, Mamma,
how glad it is ! ’

MoTHER.

You feel the {fatisfaction of having
performed fome {mall good. Are you
not happier than if the poor little cre-
ture had died through your fault ?

EMicvy.
Yes, Mamma. I fhould have been
very forry for it.

MorTHER.

You fee what would become of you,
thould all who are ftronger than yourfelf
do you even the {malleft injury. I am
ftronger than you; your Governefs is
{tronger than you---- ’

B .M. L ¥
To be fure, every body is ftronger
than [ ;
MoTHER.
So that if we did not take a pleafure in

doingz good; and if, inftead of taking de-



36 CONVERSATIONS Con, 111,

light in fhielding you from harm, and
protecting your weaknefs, we fhould
divert ourfelves by pinching you, pulling
- you by the ears, and tearing your hair,
what would become of you ?

. Emiry.
Oh! Mamma ! How miferable I thould
be!

MorTuzr.

You perceive then the importance of
habituating yourfelf betimes to the plea-
fure of doing good: for in your turn you
will be the ftrongeft; and if your heart
fhudder not to do evil, you will do it, and
be hated. Hitherto you have power
over infects only: make ufe of it for
their good.

EMiwv.

I will not forget it, Mamma. I did
not know that a fly fuffered as we do; but
Is it as naughty to teaze a fly as 2 human
creature ?

Mo TuER.
No, but you muft learn to reverence
the feelings of the moft minute pro-
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dutions of Providence. A fly, a dog, a
tree, all are his works,

EMmiLv.
I am likewife his work.

MoTHER.

When you tear off the leg or wing of
a fly, it is not in your power to repair the
pain you have caufed it to fuffer. If you
ftrip a tree of its bark, it is not in your
power to prevent its decay; it is like
tearing off your fkin. |

EmMrIvry.
Then it muft hurt them greatly ¢

MoTHER.

You fee it does. You ought not then
to hurt them without neceflity or reafon,
you cannot find the leaft pleafure in
it. The ignorance and heedleflfnefs of
young perfons is the caufe of their doing
fo much mifchief without knowing it ;
but now that I have taught you to re-
fle€t, you can no longer be guilty, with-
out thewing a very bad difpofition.

‘ EMrvLvy,
Yes, it would be faid that I was cruel,
and wicked ; would it not, Mamma ?
VeoL: L D
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MoTHER.

There would be grounds to form thc
fame opinion of you as was entertain-
ed of Doemitian.

| DR
Who was Domitian?
MoTHER.

He was a Roman ‘Emperor, 'whofe
only delight, when a‘child, was to kill
flies, and torture ‘animals; he never
could be cured of it. : :

E M 1@, i '

I fhould have a bad opinion of a child

who would not improve.
MoTHER.

And with reafon: thus Domitian went
on in vice; and when he became Em-
peror, he only made ufe of his power to
torment men, and do as much injury
to them, as he had done to flies in his
youth. He committed the moft horrid
crimes. He was cruel, and deteftable;
at laft he was aﬁ'a{“mated and his name
1s full odious.

EMiLvy.

I believe it; and'I am fure he deferved
it, Mamma; I fhould like to read his
hiftory. ‘ :

Mot HER.
You will find it in the Roman hiftory,
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we will read it together, and afterward
the hiftory of Titus, who was a pattern of
virtue and goodnefs ; when he happened
to pafs a day without doing any good,
he uled to fay, Friends, I baveloft a day!

EMmMiLy.
We ought to love him. Was he alfo
a Roman Emperor ?

MoTHER.

Yes. He reigned before Domitian.
You muft tell me what you think of
both. |

EMivry.

Oh! that will not be difficult. I think
1 thall like 77zus beft.---Oh! Mamma! it
rains! it rains! make hafte! letus go in.

Mo T HER.
Why fo? Itis very warm. Itis only
a few drops, and will not laft, we may ftay
here. Our cloaths being linen will not
{poil.
' EMiLy.
But the rain falls on my face, andI do
not like 1t oy
Mo THER.
As it cannot hurt you, I advife you
not to mind fo fmall an inconvenience.

512
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Would you like to be thought con-
ceited ?
Eimus v

No, Mamma; fince you ftay, fo wil
I.---Mamma, could I do good to any
one?

MoTHuzrR.

Certainly,

EMiLvy.

To whom? Inwhat? Will you tell
me ?

MoTHnER.

In the firft place, yau may do good by
conducting yourfelf with prudence, do-
cility, and mildnefs roward your Go-
vernefs.

EMmrcry.

And {o I may---

Mo T uEr.

When you are troubleforse and out of
humour in my abfence, you make her
unhappy, and oblige her to talk to you
mceflantly, which fatigues her, and
malies her l; and is but an ungrateful
return for the care the takes of you; be-
fide, as we have good and compaflionate
hearts, it is a vexatious and afflicting
thing, to fee a littde girl torment herfelf,
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and oblige us to vex her when we wifh to
make her life peaceful and happy.

[ B Yo
But if my Governefs would let me do
as I like, fhe need not fatigue herfelf fo
much, and then how would it be ?

MorTHER.

She would then negle&t her duty, lofe
the confidence placed in her, and be
diffatisfied with herfelf; becaufe the would
reproach herfelf for all the evil that
thould befal you.

E 1 1 tiav,
Would any evil happen to me then?

MoTHER.

Canyoudoubt it? Whenever you walk
in the garden, for example, you would,
were you left to yourfelf, eat all the fruit,
whether ripe or green, that was within
your reach, which would make you ill,
and perhaps occafion your death.

HsEr v,

Oh! yes! I know very well that if I
were not hindered from eating fruit be-
tween meals, 1 thould not fail to do it.

D3



. Cl0 N ZAE SR SS AT T.OLN 'S *Con, III,

Mo THER.

You know it becaufe you are told fo;
but that being ineffe€tual, we have hin-
dered you from doing it. I have pro-
vided a Governefs for you, to fupply by
her reafon and experience your defi-
clencies.

EMmiry.

You are very good, Mamma.---See!
you were right ; the rain is alréady over
---Still, however, Mamma, every thing
that is taught me is by your order, and
were I left to myfelf when I did not like
to apply, I fhould not be fo tormented.

MorTHER.
True, but I thould; becaufe I thould
neglect my duty, and be miferable,

EMiILy.

Have you alfo duties to fulfil, Mam-
ma ?

MoTHER.

Certainly. It i1s my duty to watch
over you, to correct your errors, to thew
you the inconveniences arifing from
them, and to caution you againft, and
reprimand you for doing wrong; other-



~ wife when you are grown up, you might
fay to me, Mamma, I bave faults which
render others miferable as well as myfelf.
It is now too late to mend ; you [poiled me
by letting me do whas I liked; 1t is your
fault if I bebave ill; your compliance has
been burtful to me; 1 thould end my days
with the regret of having committed an
irreparable error. Thus you fee you have
it in your power to do a further good, by
improving from my advice, and laying
up for me a happy and peaceable old age.
I fhall carry to my grave the fatisfaction
of having beftowed my cares on one not
ungrateful; and I fhall glory in the
virtues you take pains to acquire.

EmiLy.

Oh! my dear Mamma! let me kifs
you, How good I will be! how I will
love you! Tell me, tell me, pray do,
Mamma, every method by which I can
do good.

MoTHER.

Oh'! they are numberlefs. To inftance
only one, you may relieve the poor,
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Emivy.
But how? I have no money.

Mo THER.
I never refufe it for that purpofe ; but
there are many ways of relieving them.

By .

Oh! yes! by thewing that we feel for
their hardfhips, and comforting them
when they fuffer.

Mo THER.

By fpeaking civilly to them, when we
are obliged to refufe them the alms they
afk for, and exprefling regret in not being
able to fatisfy them.

Emirv.
But they get nothing by that.

MoTHER.

True; full if you add to their mif-
fortunes a harfh and rude refufal, you
increafe them. It is already fufficiently
mortifying to ftretch forth the hand to
beg, without augmenting their thame by
your rudenefs. Thofe only who afk
without caufe or neceflity, are undeferving
that any meafures fhould be kept with
them.

By,

Why fo, Mamma ?



Con, 111, OF "EMILY. 45

Mo THER.

Becaufe it is idlenefs or meannefs of
fpirit which induces them to do it; and
then we ought neither to give them any
thing, nor treat them' with any delicacy,
becaufe it is Wwrong to encourage vice.

E i
Is it wrong in thofe who are not poor
to afk for other things befide money?
For example when I afk you for any
thing, am I wrong ?

MoTHER. .

No, we may afk a father or mother for
every thing we want; nay, we ought to
do fo; but otherwife we fhould nei-
ther afk or receive from any one. There
is fo much thame attending it, that well-
bred people would rather co without
even neceflaries, than apply for them to
any but their parents.

EMmiILvy.
But I do not underftand that.

Mo THER.
Are you in a fituation to make a re-
turn for prefents that may be made you,
or to make any of equal value to others:
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Emivy.
No, for I have not any thing:
MoTHER.

Then you have no right to receive
them; becaufe you thereby contraét an
obligation which you cannot cancel.

EMiiy,
But if T had money---
" MOTHER.
It would then be the fhortet way to
urchafe what you want, and not lay
yourfelf under an obligation to another.
EmriLvy.

And why thould we be athamed to afk

for what we wifh to have?

Mo THER.

By fo doing you place yourfelf in the
CLJ:, and the Tame degree of humiliation
with thofe wretches who afk without ne-
ceflity. Do you imagine it can be very
pleafing to infpire the fentiment of pity ©

EMiLy.
No.
MoTHER.
.Thofe who afk from neceffity, infpire
pity; thofe who afk without neceffity, in-
{pire contempt.
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EMrILy.
I am glad I know that.
MoTHER.

Let us go in, Emily; it grows late. We
will now refrefh thefe poor fhrubs which
fuffer greatly from the drought. The
rain did not laft ; we muft water them.

EMILyY.

: Can fhrubs fuffer?

s dl At Mo THER.

Certainly! See how they are faded
and dried up by the heat of the fun.
They are thirfty. They alfo are the
work of Providence. I find pleafure in
giving them relief.

EMmiLy.
Are plants animals ?
MoTHER.
No, they are called vegetables.
EMmiILvy.
What does that mean, Mamma ?

MoTHER.

I will tell you prefently. Go and
gather that ftalk of {pinach which you fee
yonder higher than the reft, and bring it
to me.

EmiILvy.

It 1s full of little {eeds.
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MoTHER.

Thofe little feeds are gathered and
dried in the fun till there is no moifture
left in them, and then are put into the
earth, which is called fowing the grain,
When it has lain there fome time, it
{prings out of the ground in this form.
All plants thus produced from feed,
kernel, or nut, and which at longer or
fhorter periods, fhoot forth in roots,
leaves, flowers, fruits, ears, and ftalks, are
called vegetables.

LHBSIL ¥,
A tree 1s---What is a tree, Mamma ?

MoTHER,
It 1s a vegetable.
EMig v
But a tree has no feed?

MoTHER.
I will fhew you that it has. Go and
change your drefs, and help me to water
thefe beds of flowers,
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FOURTH CONVERSATION.

- MoTHER.

WHAT is the matter with you, Emily ¢
you are melancholy.

EMmILvy.
Yes,r Mamma. ’
A o MorHER.
Are you not glad to fee me again ?

T EPWIE Y.
Indeed I am---but-:-

MoTHER.
But what ?
EMiry.
I do not deferve your kindnefs, in con-
verfing with me ‘to-day. ;
MoTHER.
Why {o, child ?
EMiiL v. ,
Becaufe the whole time you were ab-
Yor. I. E
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fent---Now pray, Mamma, do not oblige
me to tell you. I am fo forry for what I
have done, that I dare not confefs it.

MoTHER.

If you be fenfible of your fault, and
forry for it, I hope you will do fo no
more.

vy

I promife you I never will; and I have
begged my Governefs to put me in mind,
fhould I forget it.

MoTHER. _

You are right. It 1s the true {ecret of
amendment. -The wicked only forget
the evil they commit. When virtuous
perfons err, they call to mind their er-
rors, to prevent a repetition of them.
But tell me what you have done. You
know that good advice may guard you
from future mifchief.

EMivy.

I will obey you, Mamma, and tell you
all. It 1s however very hard! Well,
Mamma, I have not done one fingle thing
you ordered me! I have done nothing
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but play, and trifle away the whole morn-
ing, and I have learned nothing.

TorHER.
Did not your Governefs endeavour to
prevail on you to work?

Eau'ie v

Oh! yes! My poor Governefs gave
herfelf a great deal of trouble to in-
duce me to it, but it was of no ufe:
1 do not know what I could be thinking
of; I did not lilten to her, and that 1s
what gives me the moft uneafinefs, for
1t was very naughty.

Mo T H E R.
Indeed it was. I hope at lealt you did
not take her counfels amifs.

{7

P M I BT

Oh! no, Mamma! Ope may neglect
oood advice, but one cannot talee 1t 1l
befide, it 1s by your order that my Go-
vernefs talks to me.

MoTHER.

Well, and what 1s now to be done?
for you know, it is not enough to be
forry for a fault, without making fome
reparation for It.

E 2

8
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EMiyvy.

To be fure, Mamma, but how ? I will
{fubmit to any pumihment you fhall think
proper to impofe.

Morxuzr.

I am not fond of punifhment.
EmviLy.

So my Governefs fays.
Mo THzR.

It is proper only for untractable, and
fervile difpofitions. Are you of that
number ?

v UM TR
X ]
I (hould not lLike to be {o.
MornsxRr.
gl = 4 X e ] A
Is loft time regained by punithmeent?
<) AR
07 ne -~ -
TN S48 A

No, Mamma.
J
M1 aER.
But as yov have JLLu in play the
time allotted for worlk ;- do vou not think
it jult that you f‘nomd.en’»pi y 0
the time ufually pafied in amufement?

ke 1LY
R4 s, Mamma.
MoTHER.
You muft then read with attention.
Sit ddwn by me, and read aloud; and
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fuch words as you do not underftand, afk
me to explain to you.

Eamicy.
Mamma, I will ring, and tell my Go-
vernefs to bring my book.

MoTHER.
It is not worth while to difturb her.
Take one from that fhelf---that which you
{ee at the end of the fecond loweft fhelf.

EMILyY.
Is it this, Mamma ?
' MoT HER.
Yes. Bring it.to me.
E M. ®L Y,
Mamma, it is Moral Tales.
M o TiH:ER.
So much the better ; it will amufe us.
EMiLvy.
Which fhall I read?
MoTHER.
The firft.
EMiLv.
Oh! Mamma !
Mo THER.
What now ?
EMmiLvy.
It is----L et us read the fecond, Man-
ma’?

L 3
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MoTHER.
VVhy not the firft?
EMiny.
Mamma, it 1s the Naughty Girl---
MotHuER.
Well, we fhall fee if it bring to our

recolle&mn any of our acqualntahce

EMmriay.
Mutft I read aloud ?
MorTHER.
Without doubt; and pronounce dif-

tinctly.

€C

€<

(49

(43

(44

«

(49

(49

(49

(€9

(€94

(€9

«

<

€€

EMmriLy (reads.)

“ In a provincial city, nearly as rich
and populous as Paris, a man of qua-
lity who ‘had quitted the army, lived
with his lady. They had confiderable
pofiefiions in the city, befide an eftate
at a {mall diftance from it. They

tendeﬂy loved each other, and almo{’t

adored their-only daucrhter a child of

feven years old, who was the only one
left of three ‘they had had. Theu‘
whole care was centered in her edu-
cation ; but' as her improvement was
not equal to it they left town and re-
fided wh oHy at their country feat, that
they might not be mmxupted from
attending to fo-difficult an undertak-
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149
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ing. Fearful of injuring the reputa-
tion of their child, by expofing her
bad difpofition, they concealed the
motives of their retirement. Their
refolution was condemned, and divers
judgments were formed thereon. It
is to be fuppofed, faid fome, that their
affairs are deranged, and how could it
be otherwife ? They lived at an ex-
ceflive expence, kept open houfe, per-
formed aéts of benevolence, unknown
to any body. Generofity is certainly
a virtue ; but it is likewife prudent to
reckon with onefelf, or you fee what
muft be the confequence. No, faid
another, their affairs are in very good
order; I rather think the Count 4’Orville
is jealous of his wife. Jealous, indeed !
rejoined a third; fhe is fo very re-
ferved ! fhe is prudence itfelf !”-—
Mamma, what is being jealous ?

MoTHER. |
The fear of not being preferred to

others.

EmILv.
Is it pretty to be jealous?
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, MoTHER.
I afk you. What is your opinion ?
EmMrLy.
No. I think it muft be very un-

comfortable.

c
(44
(43
(44
(49
(44
(44
(€4
(49
<«

(€9

MoTHER.

I think fo too.
EMivry.

Then, I will not be jealous, *

MorTHER.
Go on with your reading.

EMivy (reads.)

“ She is prudence itfelf. I do not
difpute it, replied the firft; but there
muft be fome motive which we cannot
difcover for fuch an extraordinary pro-
ceeding. They have even faid, they
fhall not receive any company, ex-
cept a few intimate friends; and there
muft be fome reafon for all this.
But, gentlemen, faid another more
moderate than the reft, why fhould we
judge fo rathly, and with to fcrutinize
the affairs of others? Suppofe the

Count and Countefs 4’Orville renounce

—_—

* Adjectives, in the French language, being fufceptible of
various inflexions, which only point cut the difference of the
gender 5 ard, Ajeétives in the Englifh language not admijtting
of fuch inflexions, the tranflator is under the neceflity of emit-
ting a few paffages, in which the mother corre@s the child for
making ufe of the word juloux, in the malculine, inftead of the
feminine. jaloufe,
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« the great world, to watch more nar-
« rowly over the education of their
« daughter, what would you {oy 1@ It Sk
« That is very unlikely---had they {fuch
« 4 motive they would male it knewn,
« but to quitall the charms of fociety
« for a child of feven years old.-——-What
« ‘an extravagsnt ideal If they provide
« f50d and cloaths for her, allow her pro-
« per mafters, whip her when the thinks
¢ proper-to have herown way, and give
« her a doll to keep her quiet, they dif-
« charge all the obligarions of a parent;
« and thofe who do more, are very good
“ imadkéed.”
EMiLy.

Is that the general opinion of the

world ¢
Mo THER. y

Nearly; and if the child only gave
occafion for fuch falfe judgments, I can-
not but think her fuffictently reprehenfible.

EmiLy (reads.)

___% Thofe who do more, are very
« good indeed. Befide, 1 heard from
« a footman, who lived in the family,
« that the young lady is obftinate, and
« headftrong, fo that fhe is undeferving
<« their attention.”’--=

The footman was a very prating fellow.

L)
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MotTHER.

That is not uncommon.

Ewmrrvy.

If T had been in the Count’s place, '

would have made him hold his tongue.
Mo THER.

How would you have done that? and
by what authority could you prevent a
man from faying what is true, and what
he daily fees.

EMmrIrvy.

But we ought not to fpeak ill of any
one.

MorHuzr.

True, in regard to ourfelves 3 but we
cannot always impofe filence on others.
Would it not be the fhorteft way to be-
have well, that thofe who cannot be
filent, might only fpeak in our praie ?
When we behave ill; we expole ourfelves
to {lander.

Emiwvy.

What, Mamma! when I have done

wrong, do all your fervants talk of it ?
Mo THER.

When you do right, you have nothing
to fear from tell-tales; ‘therefore always
do the beft you poffibly can, that you
may not be uneafy refpecting what is faid
of you,
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EmiILy.
I will go on, Mamma.
(She reads.)

« The Count and Countefs d'Oruville
were not ignorant of all that was {faid
of them; but fatsfied with their own
intentions, and in the hope of forming
their daughter to virtue, they fet out,
not to return till they could introduce
her to the world, without any prejudice
to herfelf. The better to excite her -
emulation, they took with them one of
their little nieces, who was nearly the
fame age as their daughter, and whofe
name was Pauline de Perfeuil. The
Countefs took alfo an indigent woman
of good family, whofe manners and
charatter the was well acquainted with,
whom fhe promifed to provide for;
and made her Governefs to her daugh-
ter and niece.”

EmiLvy.
What is manners, Mamma ?

Mo T HER.
It is a word that alone exprefles the

refult of the whole conduét of any one.
We fay virtuous manners, ill manners,
amiable manners, &cC.---
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EMrvLy (reads.)

“ Mifs d&’Orville, was idle, felf-willed,
“ and obftinate; never expreffed the
“ lealt tendernefs for her parents, and
“ pafled her whole time in amufement
“ and drefs. No fooner was fhe ipoken
“ to relpetting her learning; or her
“ duties, than fhe indulged her ill-hu-
“ mour; fhe cried, and fobbed'; and not
“ a day paffed, in which fhe didnot de-
“ ferve two or three mortifying punifh-
Soments’!ses

EMivy.

You fee, Mamma, the hiftorian of

Mifs & Orville approves of punifhments,

MoTHER.
I am no friend to them.,

EwvrvLy (reads.)

“ Paunline, on the contrary, was obliging
¢ and polite to all. She never received
“ advice without gratitude and thanks,
“ to the perfon who gave it her. She
“ made a vifible progrefs in every ac-
“ complithment ;- in: fhort, the was as
“ much beloved and careffed, as' liftle
“ dOrville was detefted, who, jealous
“ of the preference given: to Pauline,
“ had not the fenfe to. difcern; that it
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was in her power to be equally be-
loved, by amending her errors, and
correting her 1l humours; but fhe
preferred laying the blame on others,
to a generous acknowledgement of it
in herfelf. Her Papa and Mamma
repeatedly faid to her, My child, you
will be miferable all your life. Other
parents, lefs indulgent than we are,
would have already abandored you.
It 1s in your own power to enjoy the
lot of your coufin. You fee how hap-
py fhe is; and fhe 1s fo, only becaufe
fhe 1s good and tradtable. Mifs
d’Orville {carcely liftened to what was
faid, and returned to her learning
or her play without mending. Four
years were thus fpent in tears, ill-
humour, and mifery. Her parents
finding her incorrigible, at length
treated her with great feverity; and
Mifs &’ Orville became {o unhappy, that
fhe began to make fome refletions.,
Her coufin had acquired every kind of
accomplithment. She had read much;
learned many things; ~ and fhe now,
began to reap the fruit of the pains
fhe had taken. She fully underftood

every converfation when admitted to
Yon K F
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company; and when alone, fhe ex-
_{Jerienced no liftleflnefs becaufe fhe
knew how to employ her time. Mu-
fic, drawing, and work, fucceeded each
other; one occupation gave place to
another; and being never idle, fhe
was never out of temper.

‘“ One day, as the Count and Countefs
were walking in the garden with their
daughter and niece, 1t happened that
Mifs &' Orville, being as ufual, in a bad
humour, made an impertinent anfwer
to her coufin. Her Papa and Mamma,
after obliging her to afk her coufin’s
pardon, fent her to her chamber: To
which fhe could not go without crof-
fing the falloon. A gentleman and
two ladies had remained there to finith
a party at cards. Little 4’Orville, who
knew they were in the room, dared
not appear before them. She fat
down on the ftep juft without the
doar, and did not move left the thould
be perceived. In effet, thofe who
were in the falloon, did not fufpeét fhe
was fo near. They were talking of
her. What a difference, faid one of
the ladies, there is between Pauline
and little &£Orville!  Pauline is mild,
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affeCtionate, attentive, and accom-
plithed---She is a charming character !
Little d’Orville 15 headﬁrono and paf-
fionate ; fhe is unfeeling, 1dle, and 1g2-
norant; the loves no one, and no one
loves her, nor ever will. T have ad-
vifed her father twenty times, to put
her in a convent for life. She is not
fit to live in the world. For my part,
faid the other lady, fhe is fo odious to
me, that when fhe 1s prefent, I turn
my head another way. A litde dif-
agreeable “thing!---Is it poffible fhe
can be infenfible to the anxiety fhe
daily occafions to her father and mo-
ther? I have feen the Countefs weep’
more than once with anguifh at the:
perverfe difpolmon of her daughter.
You may reproach yourfelf in a de-
gree, Baron, faid fhe, to a gentleman
who was at cards. There is a kind of
inhumanity in talking and playing
with her ;---the does not deferve 1it.
She has not the fenfe to fee you are
making a jeft of her, that you entertain

yourfelf with her follies and her faults,

Fa
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“ and that you are very little interefted
“ 1n her welfare. Indeed, Madam, replied
“ the Baron, fhe is neither my daughter
“ nor my niece; and God forbid I ever
“ fhould have a wife like her! fhe de-
“ {ferves no confideration. I think I
“ would pay her board in a convent if
“ her father would clear the houfe of
“ ber; but fince the is here, I may at
“ leaft amufe myfelf with her folly.
“ Could I fuppofe the would ever be
 otherwife, I would not treat her fo
¢ like a~puppet.”---
EmMrwvy.

Sol fol I am glad I know that! I
know fomebody who is always talking,
and laughing with me, whether I deferve
it or not, Perhaps he takes me for a

YUPDEL,
» ?P MoTHER.

I bope I may flatter myfelf no one
looks on you with the fame eyes as little
d Orwville.

EMmiLy.

I hope {o too, Mamma; but let us fee
how it ends. It begins to be very in-
terefting.

(EmiLy reads.)

“ A puppet---This cpnverihnqn made

“ an imprefon on Mifs &'Orville, and
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opened her eyes to her own conduct.
She was then twelve years old, and
was fenfible it was more than time fhe
fhould mend. She entered the falloon
drowned in tears. She threw herfelf
at the ladies feet. = Yes, ladies, faid
the, I deferve all you have faid; but
I afk for your forgivenefs; indeed 1
will be good. I am determined every
one fhall fpeak as well of me in fu-
ture, as of my coufin. Do not give
me up ! aflit me, I conjure you, to
obtain forgivenefs of my Papa and
Mamma, whofe health I have injured!
how unworthy I am of their goodnefs!
how miferable I am! never, never,
fhall T make amends for my faults!
She had fallen to the ground, and was
almoft choaked with her fobs; buther
tears flowed, not as before, trom fpite
and ill humour; her heart was truly
affeCted, and her tears were the effect
of repentance. The ladies, aftonithed
at the change, and moved by the
voluntary confeflion the made of her
faults (for this was the firft time fhe
owned herfelf wrong,) began to have
a better opinion of her. They raifed
her, and one of them faid, Mifs 4'Or-
E 3



66
<«
«
<«
<«
€
%
£<
€<

«<

CONVERSATIONS Con, 1V,

ville, If you be really fenfible of, and
feel your errors, as I hope, for your
own fake you do, you may ftill im-
prove, and in time, become as amiable
as your coufin; but it will be no eafy
tafk: T own I have no great hopes of
you; and were I your mother, I would
not forgive you till I was fatisfied of
the fincerity of your good refolutions.”

EmMiILy.
«—-Mamma !

MoTuzr.
My dear ?

EviLy.

‘That lady was very unkind ; her chil-

dren muft be very unhappy.

d’

MoTHER.
She had none,
e g EMivLy.
So much the better! T dare fay, Mifs
Orville will mend. We fhall fee.

(EmILY reads.)
“ Mifs &'Orville replied: Madam, I do

$gnot expe& my Papa and Mamma

1

«

(X8

fhould treat me as they do my coufin ;
all I require is, that they will permit
me to throw myfelf at their feet, and
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<« affift me, as you alfo, ladies, to make
« reparation for my errors. And you,
-« Gir, faid fhe, to the Baron, will per-
« haps, in time, fee that I am worthy
« of fome confideration. Young lady,
«« replied he, as you did not refpect
« yourfelf, 1 was of opinion, others
« might be difpenfed from refpeéting
« you. 1 would not, however, place
« any confidence in you. Forgive me!
<« T deferve 2ll thefe mortifications, re-
« joined Mifs d’Orville, and muft bear
« them patiently. The lady who had
« not yet fpoken, faid to her friend,
« in a whifper, Had you children of your
¢« own, you would be lefs fevere with this,
¢« and would affit her in keeping her
« oood refolutions. A fincere repen-
s tance deferves to be encouraged.”’---
EwMivy.

Oh! what a good lady !---1 like her

---Where was I ?---Oh !---
(EmiLy reads.)

« A fincere repentance deferves to be
¢ encouraged. She took Mifs &’Orville
« by the hand. Come hither, my dear,
« faid the, this is the firft moment I ever
« felt myfelf interefted for you. I will
« conduét you to your Mamma. Little
« 4'Orville flew to her arms: OCh! Ma.
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“ dam, how greatly I am indebted to
“ you! indeed you will never repent of
“ your kindnefs.

“ In a moment, Mifs &Orville loft
“ that infolent air which difgufted every
“ one. She hefitated to approach her
“ Papa and Mamma. She trembled,
“ not as before, with the dread of pu-
“ nifhment, but with fhame, infpired
“ by a fenfe of her faults. They re-
“ cetved her with kindnefs; fhe was
“ penetrated with gratitude. Her mo-
“ ther prefled her tenderly in her arms,
“ and faid, Oh! my child, I conjure
“ thee not to render thyfelf miferable!
“ May thy refolutions be durable! and
“ mayelt thou never reproach thyfelf for
“ the death of thy mother! Thy con-
“ dut has ruined my health. ~What
“ would become of thee, thouldft thou
“ lofe me through thy fault? Thou
“ wouldft be an obje& of horror! No
“ one would look upon thee---The whole
“ world would avoid thee! thou wouldft
“ with to flee from thyfelf, but thy re-
“ morfe would every where purfue thee.
« Mifs &Orville melted into tears, fob-
« bed; and prefling her hand, exclaimed,
« Mamma! Mamma! pity me! pity
¢ me ! I will make amends for all !
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In effe&, from that moment, the turn-
ed all her thoughts to the improve-
ment of her difpofition. She had
more difficulty than another; but fhe
at length fucceeded. She applied to
her learning, and at the expiration of
two years, gained a flight knowledge
of what her coufin was perfectly mif-
trefs of; for time loft cannot wholly
be regained; but credit was given her
for the efforts the made, and above
all, for having amended her temper.
They began to thew her fome marks
of efteem and attention. The Baron no
longer treated her as a child, or prefum-
ed to behave familiarly to her, but con-
verfed with her with that refpeét, and
delicacy, which every one obferves to-
ward young ladies; and which is never
violated but in confequence of their own
mifbehaviour. The Count and Coun-
tefs &’Orville, eager to efface the dif-
agreeable impreffions which the world
had entertained of their daughter, not-
withftanding all their precautions, now
quitted their country feat. They re-
turned to town, and every one was
ready to beftow on Mifs &’ Orwville the
praifes fhe deferved. She will {foon
be married; and it is not doubted but
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the will fettle advantageoully. Pauline
was married laft year.  She is fuperior
to her coufin in knowledge and ac-
complithment, becaufe the did not,
like her, lofe five years of her life,
“ which fhe could not call back, and
“ the value of which Mifs 40rville knew
not, till it was too late.”
EMivy,

‘That 'is :all;: Mamma. : ' T never read
that ftory all through before,

€<
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MorT HER.
Well, what do you fay to it?

EmMiry.

I fay, that we ought not to lofe our
time as Mifs &’ Orville did.

MoTHER.

You then fee that your morning muft
not be loft; for the time Mifs #/Orville
loft was but a continuation of mif-{pent
mornings. Is it in your power to recall
one of thofe mornings?

Emrrvy.

Oh! dear! no, Mamma! but I can

do better in future.

MoTuER.
But that which is paft, is lot. Go to
your table, and write till dinner time.
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EMmILy.
Mamma, I want to afk you one thing,
refpeCting what I have been reading.

MoTH ER.
We will talk on that fubject during
our walk after dinner. ‘

Emivy.

But fuppofe you fhould have company?
---Mamma, I have a great defire to let a
certain perfon read that ftory---a gentle-
man who is always bringing me oranges
from Mr. Harlequin;---you know whom ?---

MoTHER.
Yes, I know whom you mean ; but I
cannot think 1t neceflary.

EaM LE s
Why, Mamma ?

MoOTHER.
We will talk of that by-and-by. You
have no more time than will be needful

for your writing between this and dinner,
Do not lofe it.

4209
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FIFTH CONVERSATION.

EMIL v,

MAMMA! Mamma! let me come
and kifs you!
MoTHER.

Moft willingly ; but you will tell me

on what account?
Emirvy.

Yes, Mamma; it is becaufe I well de-
ferve it; it is becaufe I am very learned
now. I know three things more than I
did. '

MoTHER.

Three things ! indeed ! that is a great
deal. Are they worth knowing ? Are
they ufeful ?

: EMirvy.

You fhall fee, Mamma---1 know there
are four elements, fire, air, earth, and
water.

Well!

Mot HER,
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EMiry.

Yes, Mamma, it is very true; and ele-
ment means acive principle. You fee
how well Iremember; but that is not
all,

MOTHER.

Wellt

EmrIry.

Now, do liften, my dear Mamma.
There are’ befide, three things which are
called the three kingdoms. The vegetable
kingdom, that you were {o good as to ex-
plain to me the other day; fuch as fruit,
trees, every thing that is fown or planted,
you know. And then there is the mine-
ral kingdom, which confifts of ftones, gold, .
filver, and iron, which are called mi-
nerals, and are found under ground ; and
then the animal one, as all animals,
beafts, fith," birds, and men; and that is
what the whole world is compofed of.

MoTHER.
And is it for this only I was tokifs you

EMiry.

Yes to be fure, my dear Mamma.
Are you not delighted that I know all
this? I now know every thing that is
in the world.

Moy T, G
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MoTHER.
Do you think fo?
EmiLy.
Yes, Mamma. Is there any thing elfe?
MoTHER.

And to whom are you indebted for all

this fine learning ?
Emivy.

Mamma, I will do myfelf the honour
of telling you. But fay, my dear Mam-
ma, are you not pleafed with me ?

MoTHER.

I am pleafed with your emulation;
and the pleafure you have in fuppofing
you have procured it to gratify me. 1
take it kindly of you, and even thank
you for it. Nothing remains, but to ex-
amine whether, after having learned all
this, it would not be better to forget
it.

EMiLy.

Why fo, Mamma ?

MoTHER.

Becaufe I am fearful you do not un-
derftand one word of what you imagine
you know fo well; and nothing is fo
dangerous (efpecially at your age) as to
talk of things you do not underftand,
It is the fource of many inconveniences.
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Emiry. |
But indeed, Mamma, I very well
underftand every thing I have learned.

MoTHER.

We fhall prefently fee that. T.et us
refume our fubject. Perhaps we may
talk together for a week, bcfom youl
compvehend one of the hard words you
have run over to me fo fluently.

EMmiLvy.

Oh! fo much the better, Mamma ! I
do folove to talk with you ! ! Befide, it has
been rammcr all the morning. There can

e no walking ; and I hope nobody will
come. We 1hall have plenty of time.

MoTHER.
Let us improve it. You fay then, that
there are.four elements?

EmrIry.
Yes, Mamma. The fire, the air---

MoTHER.

Softly, I go not fo faft. I fay, with
Mr. Gobemouche, Let us underftand each
other.

(EmivLy laughs beartily.)

Mr.Gobemouche !---What a droll name !
Who 1s Mr. Gobemouche ?

G 2
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3 MoTHER.

‘He 1s an original who has nothing to:
do with our converfation. We will talk
of him another time. We were faying,
there are four elements; are there but
four ?

B e vl
I do not know. I know but of four.

MoTHER.
And what are the operations of thofe
four elements you do know of,

Emrrv.
Qh! I had forgotten. They fet the
world a-going.
MorTHER.
But what 1s the world ?

EMmrLy.
Why, Mamma, it is all this.—--Tt is
Paris; it 1s the Bois de Boulogne; it is
St. Clond ; that 1s all.

MoTHuER.

Is that all? The world then is not very
large. Your four elements fet Sz. Cloud,
and the Bois de Boulogne a-going then &
and how, pray ¢

Emiry.

Oh'! I cannot tell,



Con. V. OLF EMIL}“ 77

- MoTHER.

Behold your fcience already at a ftand.
et us try to get into the channel again.
Tell me what you know of the world ?
Of what is it compofed? What do you
fee in1t?

Bouria

Fields, houfes, rivers, men, animals :

are thofe things the world, Mamma ?

MoTHER.

Yes: all thofe things conftitute a part
of the world. But if you caft your eyes
above you, the heavens, the ftars, and
many other things, of which I fhall not
yet {peak, make alfo a part of it: but
to return to our ftory. You mentioned
rivers: what are rivers ?

Emiry.
They are water.

MoTHER.
There is water in that decanter. Is
that a river ?
EMmiLy.
No, Mamma; however, a river is
water.
Mot HER.

That 15 to fay---there is water ig a
G 3
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river ; but what is needful to the forma-
tion of a river ?

EMILy.

Oh! I know; I remember my Gover-
nefs told me. At firft the water rifes out
of the earth, and forms a little rivulet ;
and then this little rivulet increafes, and

.increafes; and when it is grown very
layese, (1t 118 called | a 'river. | 'Is.it not,
Mamma? ~

Ry

MoTHER.
Now I underftand you. A river then
is compofed of a great quantity of water
which 1s continually flowing.---

EviLy.
What means- continually flowirg 2

MoTHER.

It means that it runs in its bed, and
continues on the furface of the earth from
the place whence it {fprung, which is called
its fource, till 1t meets with another river
into which 1t empties itfelf, and is lofk
by the mixture of their waters.

EMviLy.

And where does the Seine lofe itfelf?
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MoTHER.

The Seine empties itfelf into the fea;
and on that account, is called a flood.
The difference between a flood and a
river is, that floods fall into the fea, and
rivers into floods or other rivers.

Emivy.
They fay, however, the river Seine 2

Mo THER.

It may be fo; yetitis a flood. Well,
we have been talking an hour of water,
and it is not certain that we yet know
what 1t 1s.

Emiry.
It is what we drink and make tea of.

MoTHER.
You now tell me its ufes, but not
what it 1s.

Emicy.
I do not know, Mamma: will you be
{fo kind as to tell me?

Mo THER.

My dear! are you no wifer than a Par-
rot ? The fame queftion afked in different
terms puzzles you. It is a proof that
you have no precife idea affixed to what
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you fay. You told me juft now, that
water was one of the four elements of
nature.

Evan v

And {fo 1 did.

MoTHER.

What is the quality that dlf’tmcrmfhes it
from the others?

EMicv.
I do not know, Mamma.

MorTHER.
It is the being liquid, or fluid.
EMmILy.
So'it is.
MoTuEzR.

With a little attention you might have
difcovered that yourfelf.

Emicyv.
Do you think fo, Mamma ?

Mo THER. _
A liquid body 1s the oppofite to a {olid
one, which cannot be feparated and pene-
rated like the other. T

Emivyv.
I underftand you. But our four ele-
ments that fet the world a-going ?
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MoTHER.
A propos! In what manner do they

fet the world a-going ?

EMity.
Oh! Mamma, I faw nothing of that,

MoTHER.
My dear ! nothing of that! Where was
it not ?
" EMiILvY.
In the book I learned it from,
MoTHER.
You learn it from a book ?
EmrLv.
Yes, Mamma.
Mo T HER.
Ring the bell, Emily; let them bring
fome cold water in a bafon.
EmiLvy.
What for, Mamma?
MoTHER.

You will fee. (Water is brought in a
bafon.) Come hither, Emily, put your
hand into it, and feel how cold it is.

EMILyY. |

It is very cold.

MoTHER.

I will put my hands into this bafon,
and let them remain there while we talk
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of other things, and then you fhall fee,
Tell me from what book ’ you drew fo
much knowledge.

. Emriw.
Mamma, you know that yefterday,
when you carried me to Paris, you put
my Governefs and me down at the Palais
Royal, while you went on bufinefs ?

Mo T HER:
Well !
EmiLv.
I met Madam de Saly. We are very
intimate you know, Mamma. She thewed
ne a pretty little bock that had been
civen her to read, and to amufe her. It
15 very pretty---it 1s all blue---and that
was 1n it; and I {foon learned it, becaufe
I tnoughL to myfelf, Mamma will be fo
furprifed, and it will give her fo much
pleafure.
MorT H ER.
Emily, we thould do right, I believe,
not to quit each other ; and you fhall not
go out again without me.

| Emirv.
Ah! Mamma! I fthall be fo glad! I
will be very good. But why do you fay
fo'rnow? Are you forry I learned the
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elements and the---the what is it 7 What
do you call it, I learned befide ¢

MoT HER.
I am not forry for it; but I would noi
with you to become a parrot.

EMiLy,
A Parrot! a Parrot is a bird.

MoTHER.

Yet it is a bird that repeats the words.
it hears; but knows not what it fays; be-
caufe it does not comprehend the words
it pronounces ; and when young people
repeat, without thought, what they have
heard, or read, as isthe cafe very fre-

quently, they are like Parrots.

EmiLy.

But, Mamma, when I afk an explana- -

tion of things, I do not underftand, I am
not like a Parrot ?

MorTHER.

True; but thofe are things that cannot
be explained to you; becaufe you are
not of an age to underftand them ; what-
ever could be faid to you, would only
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confufe your ideas, or give you falle
ones.

EmivLv,.
- How fo, Mamma?

MoTHER.

For inftanice, you read very well at
prefent.

FMaL v

Not amifs. |
MoTHER.

But before you could read, had we
begun by teaching you whole words
without knowing ygur letters, what would
have happened ?

T
I think I’ never could have learned.

, MorTHER.

I afk your pardon. The word Mamma,
for inftance, by being repeatedly fhewn
you, and taught to pronounce; when you
faw that word in a book, you would at
length have known it; and you would
have faid, 7t is Mamma; but you would
not have known that wherever you faw
an M and an a4, and an m, 1t {pelt Mam;
and wherever you faw anz and g, it fpelt
ma. In the fame manner, fhould I now
begin to explain to you a number of
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words, which require a degree of know-
ledge you do not yet poffefs ; you would
imagine you had ledrned fomething,
whereas you would really have known
nothing; you would be no further ad-
vanced than if you had learned to read
by rote, without having learned to fpell.

- EMILY'

Very true, Mamma, I underftand that.

Mot HuER.

You {ee the reafon of my direéting the
choice of your books, and of not allowing
you to read indifcriminately all books ;
and why I do not choofe you fhould con-
verfe with all forts of perfons; alfo, my
dear Emily, why I recommend you fo
ftrongly never to make ufe of expreflions
and words you do not underftand, be-
fore you have afked me their meaning
whether you read, or hear them.

Bty

But why mult T afk no on¢ but you ?

Yor. L H
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MorTHER.

- Becaule I know no one f{o interefted
in your welfare as myfelf. The quef-
tions of children frequently fatigue, and
generally become troublefome  to all
other people but their mothers;: and to
get rid of ‘them, they very often make
the firft anfwer that offers to their imagi-
nation, whether it be juft or not.

. : abve Bty

“Oh! oh! "then' I am finely deceived
when I afk other people to explain what
I do not underftand.

MorTHER. ,
“That frequently happens; and when
once a falfe idea i1s imprefled, 1t 1s very
difficult to erafe it, particularly at your
age; as you are not yet Capable of diftin-
cuifhing the falfe from the true.
EMILvY. .

“T'am now determined never to make
ufe of a word 1 do not underftand, with-
out afking you the meaning of it: and I
will afk only you, fince you are fo kind
as to inform me.

MoTHER.
Now you talk reafonably.
BTy,
Befide, yoz willnotlead me into a mif-



Con. V., OFYEMILY 87

take, Mamma ; you never have decqived
me, and you are never weary of my
queftions. A
: MorTHER. _

On the contrary, they always afford
me pleafure.

EMrIcy.

But why do you ftill keep your hands

in the water ?

Mo T HER.
Do you recollect how cold it was when
it was brought in?
EMmivLy.
Yes, Mamma. It was very cold.

Mo THER.
Well, feel it now.

EMiLy.

It 1s not fo now; your hands have
warmed it.

‘ MorTHER,
How ?

E MWK Eavi
Becaufe you are warm.

MoTwER,
What 1s 1t that makes me warm ?

; EmiLy.
I do not know.
55 5
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MoTHER. ~
When you are cold, what warms you 3

B ar L Y.
It 1s the fire. But we have no fire 1n
our bodies. ‘

, MoTtHER.

You miftake; and if we had not, we
could not live; the blood would freeze
in our veins, nd we fhould die. This
fire 1*1«"r»cfes in. the firft part of our life,
and diminiffies 1n the latter part; this is
the reafon the good old man, whom you
faw the other day, -was {fo cold; though:

we all fuffered from the heat.

EMmiLy.

Ah! poor old man! I remernber how
he thivered. My Governefs gave him
{ome wine.---Then ‘he had no more
Gre in him.---Then 7 muft .be like a

frove ?
: MoTHER.
Without doubt.

Emiry.
Yet I do not find myfelf in a flame ?

MOTHER.
Becaufe there is water alfo within you.
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EmrILy.

Nay, Mamma !

MorTHER.

Moft affuredly. When you weep,

what is it falls from your eyes?
EMiry.

Very true; It 1s tears; and they are
water.

Mo THER:

If we had not that fluid in our com-
pofition (for you recollect, that the prin-
cipal quality of water is its being liquid
or fluid) we muft die with thirft, like
thofe plants you fee faded and near perifh-
ing for want of rain.

E ML y:

That is the reafon you water them, 1s

it not, Mamma ?

MoTHER.
And that 15 the reafon you drink.

EvMiry:
Ah!---But, Mamma, I have water with-
in me. I fhould not be thirfty.

MoTHER,
When you run faft, for a long time,
what 1s the confequence ?

Emriwrvy.
I am warm. ]

LGB
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MotTtHER.

You then increafe by exercife, the fire
that animates you: we are more or lefs
thirfty in proportion as this fire is more
or lefs ardent.

EMmiLvy.
We then drink to quench it ?
MoTHER.

Were you to quench it, you would
die.

EMrivry.

That is true ; it muft not be quite ex-
tinguithed.
‘ MoTHER.

It 1s to re-eftablith and maintain the
equilibrium neceffary to life, between the
{olids and the liquids.

EMrILy. :
I do not underftand that, Mamma.
Mot aER.

Yet you know what a liquid body is,

and alfo what is a folid body.
EMrry.

Yes; but it 1s the equilibrium that
puzzles me.

MoTHER,

I believe fo; and therefore replied in
that manner to fhew you, that there are
things above your comprehenfion, and -
the explanation of which it will be ex-
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pedient to defer to a future time. Should
we with to lofe ourfelves in the equili-
brium neceffary to life, I know what
would become of our converfation.---But
to return. You fee that fire and water
are necéflary to life.
EMmiILvy.
Yes, Mamma.
M oTH ER.

At prefent, hold your breath. Shut

your mouth clofe, and ftop your nofe.

Emivy.
Mamma, I fhall be ftifled---I cannot!

‘ MoTHER.
You find then, there are other things
wanting befide fire and water.

EmiLy.
Oh! it is the air.
MoOTHER.
That is not all; our flefh is fubjeét to
decay; and when it is dried up, 1t falls
to duft, and becomes earth again.

EmiLy.
Yes, Mamma; I'faw that in my Hif-
torical Catechifm.
Mo T HER.
So that earth, fire, air, and water, are
effential to life. Were you deprived of
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‘either, you could not live, as I have
fhewn you.

Emirvy.
True, Mamma.

MoTHER.
Thefe four things, fire, water, earth,
and air, are the prefervers of life in every
thing that exifts in nature.

EMit v.

Then it 1s not the elements, as the
ook fays ?

MoTHER.

Hear ‘me, Emily. Fire, air, earth,
and water, are called the Four Elements
of Nature; becaufe element means the
principle of a thing, or that which makes
it what it is. At prefent you compre-
hend that element means the principle of
a thing. ‘

EMiLvy.

Yes, Mamma.

MorTuEeRr.

We alfo fay, the elements of a fcience ;
the elements of an art; the elements
of wriring. ' For example; what is the
meaning of the elements of writing?
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B MY
Why it cannot be fire, earth---

Mo THER.

No. Thofe are the elements of na-
ture. A5
EMmivLvy.

I was not told the others.

MoTHER. :

What did we conclude the meaning o
elements to be ?

EviLy.

Elements mean Principles.

MoTHER.
Well then, what are the elements of
writing ? i
| AR 6 (8 o
That is to fay, the principles of writ-

?

ing.

' Mo THE R.

Right. When we fay the elements of
a fcience, we mean the principles of that
{cience ; and when we fay the four ele-
ments of nature, we mean the principles

of which created things are compoied.

EmMiLvy. »

Now I underftand it perfectly; and I

will not forget it.---Mamma, you have
read every book then?
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Mot HER.

Not all; but I give none to you that
I have not read; and I have told you
the reafon. -

EMiLv. :

I took notice of it; for the other day,
in reading the ftory of the Naughty Girl;
you know, that lady I thought fo ill-
‘natured, had no children.---A propos,
Mamma. Why fhall we not give that
ftory to read to a certain gentleman, who
is always romping with me ?

MorTHER.

Becaufe I hope you will foon behave
in fuch a manner, as to prevent his romp-
ing with you.

EMiLy,

But, Mamma, if you were to tell him

you did nct like it ?

MorTHER.
Why do you not take that tafk upon
yourfelf ?
EmMirvy.
Becaufe your fpeaking would have a
better effect.
MorTuER.
Speech is not always needful to con-
vey our meaning.
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Bt 51y

What then, Mamma.

MoTHER.

For example, were you to pay no at-
tention to the pleafantries of that gentle-
man, he would foon perceive you did
not like them, and that they are trouble-
fome to you.

J 20l e e

Why, that is true---but to fpeak the

truth, Mamma, they divert me mightily.
Mo THER.

Then pray, do not pretend they are
difagreeable to you; you know that a
door cannot be open and fhut at the
fame time.

By L]

It is not I who find fault with them;
it is the book. It fays, we muft make
ourfelves refpected. Is that pleafant
Mamma ? I believe the author of that
book does not like people thould {pend
their time with children.

MoT HER.

When it fays we muft make ourfelves
refpected, 1t does not mean that fuch
a little brat as you can be refpeétable;
but it {peaks of the refpeét due to your
fex; which, being by nature weak, has
no other mean of gaining refpect, than
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by referve and modefty. For what re-
mains, you are to judge whether the
book be right or wrong.

Emirv.

I with you would do that, Mamma;
becaufe, according to what you fay, I
will behave toward the gentleman with
the oranges---you know whom I mean ?

MorTHER.

Firft, 1 have remarked, that this
gentleman gives to fociety the few mo-
ments his occupation leaves unemployed.
I think it very natural, that during that
thort interval, he fhould feek amufement
and relaxation.

EMrvy. e
Well, Mamma, that is what I always
thought.
Mo THER.
I believe he is very fond of children.

EMiLy.
"That 1s very certain.

MoTHER.

He only {ees you at your hours of re-
creation; and perhaps his regard for you
may induce him to contribute to your
pleafure, -
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EMiLv.
Oh! Mamma' I am certain you have
rightly gueffed.

Mo THER.
If by amufing you he divert himfelf,
he has then a double profit; and if you
do not abufe it, there is no harm done.

Emivry.

You are right, my dear Mamma. It
is very ftrange you fhould always be {o.
This book had puzzled me, I know not
what I faid or did.

MoTHER.

An author may be right or wrong. We
ought not to adopt what we read without
reflection,

EmiIL v,

How adopt

MoOTH ER.

That is, form an opinion of what we
vead. Your opinion ought to be the
refult of your reflections. ‘

EMrItvy.

Well then, my refleGions yefterday
raught me to be of a different opinion to
the author,

MoTHER.
And that it is better to play, laugh,
VoL, 1. : 1
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and trifle than to behave reafonably ?
EMmivy.

Oh! no, Mamma! that would be
wrong---Then I ought to think as the
author does.

MorTHER. |

Perhaps there may be no great harm
in yielding to the galety, the playfulnefs,
and even the giddinefs of youth. The
queftion is, I think, to know the limits.
While you keep within them, all will be
well ; but no fooner are they trefpafied,
than all is wrong; and a well-difpofed
young lady will never go beyond them.

: EMiILy.

What do you mean by a well-difpofed
young lady ? .
MoTHER.

It not only means one whofe natural
inclinations have a good tendency; but
alfo one who in the warmth and effer-
vefcence of childhood, thews fome figns.
of difcernment, who obferves a certain
decorum, that prejudices in her favour,
and makes her pay a proper attention and
refpect to all things joined to that fen-
fibility, which bids fair, in a more ad-
vanced age, for the poffeffion of reafon
and wifdom.
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EmiLy.

Am I a well-difpofed child ?

MoTHER.
I hope fo.
EMiLY.
I have fenfibility then?
Mo T H ER.
I muft have proofs of that.
Emivy.

And how ?

MoTHER.

By convincing me that you are fenfible
on all occafions, of what belongs to per-
fons, time, and place; for what is very
proper at one time, may be highly 1m-
proper at another ; and by fhewing 2 de-
aree of referve and reflection, even in
your follies. It manifefts itfelf mechani-
cally in the moft trifling circumftances ;
for inftance, if the gentleman who has
the complaifance to pafs his leifure time
with you, thould look on you as a puppet,
the book would be right, and that would
very much affli& me, as it would bring
Mifs 4’Orville to my remembrance.

Bisnrn v,

Fear nothing, my dear Mamma: he

treats me like a child, but not like a

Lpuppet
_12
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" MoruEr.

In that cale all is well. But why do

you conclude {o?
Ewmirvy.

Though we are always merry when we
meet, he takes a real intereft in my im-.
provement. You fee he always is pre-
fent at my exercifes, the firft day of every
month, and how pleafed he is when T
deferve the crofs*: one would think by
his looks that he was going to wear it
himfelf. :

MoTHrER.

Certainly thofe are proofs; and T
plainly fee I may make myfelf eafy re-
{peting your concerns with him; and
that I need not interfere with them.

Emivy. ;

Befide, let me alone. I will be very
careful in futute of my behaviour.-—_It
will be a little irkfome at firft perhaps ;
but no matter, provided I pleafe you---
Oh! Mamma! fee what it is to chatter
{o!---T had forgotten---My Governefs told
me to defire, when you fend to Paris, to
let fomebody call at the mantua-maker’s.

* Itis ufual in moft French fchools, and even in private fa-
milies, where there are ‘many children, at the end of every
month, to examine the exercifes done during that time ; and the-
pupil who has done beft, isrewarded by wearing a crofs on the
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MoTHER.

What a terrible misfortune it would
have been, had the four elements, and
all that followed, made us forget thc
mantua-maker.

EMiILY.

She has not brought home my new
drefs; and fhe prom1fed I thould have it
to- day.

MoTHER.

Probably it is not made. It 1s tume
enough.

EMivvy.

Oh! T fhall be fo happy when I have
my new drefs !

MoTHER.

How can a new drefs contribute to
your happinefs ?

EMiLv.
I have no diflike to being fine.
MorT HER.

Are you never unhappy when you are
fine ? Did you never cry when you had a
new {lip on?

EMiLy.

Oh! yes! I know very well it has

nothing to do with happinefs.

Jeft breaft ; which diftinétion the fortunate pup il conti u s to
wear until excelled by ancther, at fome following cxamination,

iz
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MoTHER

No“matter. " et e’ hear "it. "It is
only by communicating your idea to
me, that you can acquiré a juftnefs of
thought.

Emivry.

True, Mamma; but if T thould talk
nonfenfe?

MoTHER.

I will tell you fo.

EMmiLy.

Mamma, I was going to fay, et us

find out the elements of happinefs.
MoTHER.

You would have {poken very properly.
For it is precifely what I wifh you to un-
derftand.

EmMivvy.

Happinefs is fomething---I thould like

to know---No---1t 1s not a {cience.

MoTHER.

It 1s the moft important of all {ciences
---the moft eflential object of fludy to
mankind.

Eumiry.

Is it hard to underftand ?

Mo THER.
Very difficult, and even impofiible to

4
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the wicked, but eafy to thofe who make
ufe of their reafon.

EmiLvy. '
I hope, Mamma, it will not be dit-
ficult to me ®

, MoTHER. '

I hope not: we have already feen that
fine cloaths do not make people happy.
Your Governefs has no very fine cloaths;
fhe is not rich: do you think fhe 1s

happy ¢
Emiry.

To be fure, Mamma; for the is always
laughing and finging. I never faw her
melancholy.

Mo THER.

All thofe peafants, and fervants, you
have feen dancing on a Sunday, at the
cate of the Bois de Boulogne, appear con-
tented and merry. Yet they are not rich.
They have nothing but what they worl
hard for all the week, to fupport them-
felves and families.  You have frequent-
ly obferved their gaiety. We may then
conclude, that riches arg not neceflary to
happinefs,
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Emrry. _
Then what makes all thofe poor people
fo cheerful ?

MoTHER,
What 1s your opinion ?

EMiL v,
I think it is becaufe they have done
their work well, and are fatisfed with

them{elves.

-

MotHER.

You are right. Now then, what muft

be the firft element of happinefs in all
ages and conditions ?

| EMirvy.

It muft be to do one’s duty, and be
fatisfied with onefelf; muft it not, Mam-
ma ¢ :

MorTH#HER.

Moft certainly. We may poflefs every
exterior advantage, great riches and
good health, and yet be unhappy; and
without fortune, with a delicate confti-
tution, like mine, it is poffible to be
happy; for true happinels depends on
ourielves.

EmMiry.
Yes, for it is only being good.
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MoTHER.

And there can be no happinefs with-
out goodnefs, and the obfervance of our
duties; becaufe we can neither be pleafed
with ourfelves nor others.

EmiLy.

That is the reafon wicked people are
not happy, Is it nct, Mammar So now,
here is company !

Mo THER.

1 am not forry for that; we have talk-
ed enough to-day; it is time to think of
your little duties, fince there can be no
happinefs without them.

Evan vi

Mamma, I have fomething elfe to fay
to you refpecting happinefs, that I do
not very well underftand,  You will give
me Jeave to fay it to you to-morrow, will
you not ?

Mo T H E R.

Yes; you know I am always ready for
converfation.

F.osnner

In the mean time, I will go and learn
the Gofpel for the day.

3550
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SIXTH CONVERSATION.

oy
N e
N2 A

MoTHER.

WELL, Emily! what have you to fay
to me? |
. EMmiwyv.
What, Mamma? I do not know.
MoOTHER. ‘
There was fomething refpecting hap-
pinefs that you did not underftand.

& EmrIry.
I have forgotten it now, Mamma.
MoTHER.

Then we muft defer 1t till you recol-

le& 1t. $i Lw
EMILvy. ‘

If you had been kind enough to have
talked with me yefterday, and the day
before, my dear Mamma, I fhould have
recolleéted it---but now---

MoTHER.
What was the reafon I did not ?
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EMiLy.
Mamma, I know it was my own fault.
1 did not deferve it.

MoTHER.
Oh! oh? I thought my engagement
alone had been the caufe ; ; but you now
inform me, I have been angry with you.

EmrILy.

Yes, indeed, Mamma! Have you not
remarked, how I fhifted about a long
time to begin a converfation? But you
always faid to me, with an abfent air, Go
Mifs, I bave nothing to Jfay to you at pre-
Jent.”> Do your engagements give you
that diftant manner ?

MoTHER.

I do not recollett it; though I am not
forry that you look on our converfations
as a reward; and that the lofs of them
affects you.

Emiry.

I affure you, Mamma, it is not very

ameeable
8 MorTHE R.

I knd‘dv it. Things have gone crofsly
then for the laft two days 2

Vor. 'L K
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EmiLy.
I had, however, a very great defire to
do well, but I could not.
MoTHER.
Why {o? |
E Mg,

I cannot tell, Mamma. I was not in the
humour to do any thing. Whenever I
caft my eyes on my book my thoughts
wandered, I know not wh1ther

Mo T HER.

But, my child, were you always to fay,
I am not in the humour, you would do
nothing. When we feel ourfelves the
leaft cufpofcd there is an additional rea-
fon for ufing more application, for tak-
ing the more pains, and redoubling our
cffolts, and attention.:

EMmiLvy.

But, Mamma, one is not always in
the fame humour; Papa has told you
fo.

MorTHER.

That 1s an excufe, but no juftification.
Do you imagine I am always difpofed to
talk and play with you? You have often
{een me 11l and in pain; my thoughts are
frequently employed in buhnefs do I
not forget all to engage even in your
amufementsy Were I “then to confult my
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inclination, I fhould difmifs you, your
doll, and the reft of your little affairs.

EMmirvy.
You are too good to your little Emily!

MorTHEEP.

None are worthy of efteem, who can-
not conquer their inclinations. What
would be faid of the Premier-Prefident,
if, at the time the Court was affembled,
to hear and pafs fentence on a caufe,
he fhould fend them word, he was not
in the humour ; and that they muft come
again the next week 2 What would you
fay to the cook, from whom you expected
your dinner, if fhe fhould fend you word
{he was not in the humour, and that you
{hall have it another time?. You iee
that in the moft important, as well as
the moft common occurrences of life, no
one has a right to confult his inclinations
when he has duties to fulfil. '

EMiIvLy.
What muft be done then ?

Mo THE R.

We ought to accuftom ourfelves,
from our infancy, to vanquifh our 1dle-
nefs, and do our duty, let it coft us what

K82
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it will ; for when one is become Premier-
Prefident, it is then too late. I have
already told you, it is that effort we make
to conquer our inclinations, which at
length becomes a virtue, and by degrees,
forms the character.

E M1y

Well, Mamma, I promife you I will
form my characer.

MorTHER.

You muft, when you are inattentive,
place yourfelf in fuch a fituation, as to
prevent your feeing what is going on
around you; if you be learnma any thmO'
by rote, you muft repeat aloud, thar
you may be warned of your inattention
by cealing to repeat without perceiving
it; and in fhort t, thew a willingnefs, if.
you wifh to gain indulgence. Thouorh
it does not deoend on you to be in a
difpofition to learn, it is always 1n your
power not to give way to ill-humour, on
account of your own negligence,

Hive T

That is very true; but one is fo dif*
fatisfied and uncomfortable, you cannot
imagine how heavily the time hangs on
one’s hands. I am very glad, \/Iamma,,
you have had no company; for I thould
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have made but a fupid figure; and 1
am fure you keep my folly fecret. -

= Mo THE R.

Moft certainly. A young lady’s re-
putation is her chief good, ‘and what fhe
ought to cherith more than life; for
when people are once prepoffeffed a-
oainft her, it is fo difficult for her to re-
citablith it, that I am by no means T
clined to divulge your faults, {o long as
I have any hope of your amendment.

'

Bl
Why is a young perfon’s reputation
what fhe ought moft to cherith, Mam-
ma ?
MoTHER.
Why are you fo forry when your faults
are {poken of ? '

EmiLy.
Becaufe I thould with every one always
to fpeak well of me.

Mo THER,
Why fo:
_ ML Y.
If people fuppofe I frequently do
wrong, it will be thought 1T am a worth-

lefs girl,
K 3



114 CONVERSATIONS Con VI

MoTHER.
A good reputation muft confequently
be valuable, fince we cannot do without
the favourable opinion of others.

EmivLy,

To be fure; but why cannot we do
without it ?

MorTHuER.

Let me afk you that queftion, fince
you are {o fearful of being fuppofed a
worthlefs girl. Did we not lately con-
clude, all men were dependent on each
other ?

Ewirisiv.

Yes, Mamma.

MorT HER. ’

Well, fuppofe thofe perfons, whofe
affiftance you want, have a bad opinion
of you?

EMivy.
It would be a thocking thing.

MorT H ER.

Do you imagine they would be equally
folicitous to render you thofe fervices
you expect from them, as if they were
perfuaded you deferved them ?

EmMicy,
No, Mamma,
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Mot HER.

You expeét, for example, that your
mafters thould take pains with you, I
fuppofe ?

EMiLy.

To be fure I do.

MoTHER.

Do you think they would have the
fame zeal and pleafure in teaching an
untrattable child, as they would an ami-
able and attentive one?

E miiev

No, {urely, Mamma.

MoTHER.
You would not then wifh to be an un-
tractable child ?
| 2. Gk
God forbid !
MoTHER.

Could you find yourfelf happy with
any one who, you thought, had a bad
opinion of you?

Emitry.

I believe not.

MorTHER.

The opinion that is formed of young
perfons, in a degree determines their
deftiny in the minds sof others, who propor-
tion their efteem and friendfhip by that
rule; and it is by that their reputation
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is eftablithed : now a young lady can,
only be known by her reputation.
EMricrvy.
How fo, Mamma ?
MorTHER.

Becaufe fhe feldom makes her appear-
ance 1n public, and then under the protec-
tion of her parents; fhe feldom {peaks,
and has no opportunity of acting; there-
fore no other opinion can be formed of
her, but what is founded by the report
of thofe who belong to the family,

Evity.

That 1s, the fervants.

Mo THER.

The {ervants, the mafters, and thofe

who are intimately acquainted with her.
EMriLvy.

But fuppofe all thofe people fhould
not fpeak truth ?

Mo THER.

What intereft would they have in con-
cealing the truth ? Is there not a great
deal more pleafure in fpeaking well of
any one, than the contrary? And who
would dare invent, or fuppofe evil that
never exifted. Lying is fo horrible a
crime, that it 1s not commonly to be met
with. Truth will find, in every honeft
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perfon, a champion, who will unmafk
and combat the liar.

EMviLvy.
Who will unmafk hatred 2 Do lars
wear mafks?
MoTHER.
No. Itis only a manner of fpeaking.
You know that a mafk conceals the fea-
tures of the face.

EMILy.
Yes, Mamma.

MoTHER.

In the fame manner, lies conceal the
features of truth; and as a liar withes
to be believed, he is faid to borrow
and counterfeit them.

EMiLy.
Then thofe who detect the liar are
faid to unmatk him. But, Mamma, 1s a
falfhood always found out ?

MoT HER.
Always.
EMiLy.
Then it is very filly to lie ?

Mo THER.
Certainly, becaufe either fooner or later
truth is neceflarily difcovered.
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EMiry.

And then the liar is finely caught, is
he not?

Moruer.

And punifhed alfo, as he deferves; for
he 1s a fool, as you juftly fay, to fuppofe
he can make falthood pafs for truth for
any time ; befide, no one will have any
connection with a liar; he is degraded ;
he lofes the confidence of every one; and
1s never more believed.

EMit v,

_‘ But why degraded ?

MotTHER.

Becaufe he chofe to rank himfelfamong
the moft contemptible of men. Lying
is {o mean, and fo defpicable a vice, that
we do not even fuffer ourfelves to fufpet
any one of it, however abje he may
be; and ftill lefs perfons of any greatnefs
of foul.

EMmrLyvy.

What is greatnefs of foul ?

MorTucer.
I have already told you; it is a natural
difpolition to virtue. - 7% alfo make 1fe of
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that exprefion when we [peak of perfons

born in an elevated rank.

EMiLvy.
And what is being degraded ?

MoTHER.

It is to lofe the efteem of our compa-
nions, either by our actions, or opinions,
it is the being debafed, and juftly fallen
in the efteem of others below the fitu-
ation in which our lot is caft.

EmiL Y.

But, Mamma, your people would fay
whatever you bid them---Suppofe you
were to tell them not to fay any thing
difagreeable refpeéting me?

Mo THER.

What ! could you fo far humble your-
felf as to beg the fervants not to talk of
you? See how greatly we are debafed
by wice ! '

Bve 1

But thould they tell of it, it would be
injurious to me.

; MoOTHER.

That is the neceflary confequence of
having committed a fault. Can it be
prevented by ‘a meannefs? It 15 adding
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to the firft error, one more ferious, and
more humiliating.
EMirv.

There is nothing to be gained by that,

: MoTuer,.

Only that thofe perfons whofe indif
cretion we dread, would have two faults
inftead of one to divulge: for you can
but conclude, they would boaft of the
entreaties made ufe of to obtain their
tecrecy.

Emrvy,
That is a terrible hardfhip of which
I never thought. .

. Mo Tu R,

Do you not think the fhorteft way 1s to
avoid all faults; to do ﬁmply and natu-
rally what is right ?

Evmiry.
Indeed, Mamma, I was juft thinking
fo. '

Mo THER. :

You fee the covenience attending it,
There is nothing to difguife, nothing to
conceal.  You fleep quietly; and the-
next morning, appear with an open
countenance ; there is no fear of being
talked of; or if people muft talk, fo
much the better, it can be only in your
praife.
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Oh! if I had not been fo filly as to
«cry, like a little fool, nobody would have
known it.

MoTHER.
Then had it not been known, you
would net have been reprehenfible 2
Ewmiraiv
Oh! yes! Mamma.
MoTHER.

Does the evil lie in its being known,

or in being cemmitted ?
EMiry.

The worft is to have done it; but its

being knewn 1s almoft as bad.
MoTHER.
Yet the latter could not have hap-
pened without the former.
AN DL
That 1s true.
MoTHER,

Befide, do you think it an eafy matter
to forgive yourfelf for having done
wrong, though even the fault remain
concealed. Are you not of opinion that
if people were to contraét the habit of
committing concealed faults, they would
foon be guilty of open ones?

(A

Why fo, Mamma ?

Vor. 1, L
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MoTHER.

Becaufe habit (as the proverb fays)
is a fecond nature, my dear. On our firft
arrival from Paris into the country, are
you as much inclined to run and walk
about as after we have been there fome
months, and have been in the habit of
walking ?

Earrr v,

No, Mamma.

Mo T HE R.

The firft time you played at battledore
and fhuttle cock, did you play as well,
and throw it as high as you have fince
done ¥

Wiy,

No, Mamma.

MorTHER. .

How did you acquire the eafe you

now play with, and the power of taking

fuch long walks as you now do, without
being fatigued ?

EMiLy,
I do not know.

MoTHER.
By the frequent habit of walking,
you acquire the power of len(rthenmr
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your walks daily; and, in time, you wiil
be capable of taking very long ones
without fatigue, becaufe you gain ftrength
" by continual exercife.

Emivy,

If 1 were to remain many days with-
out walking, I could not then even go
to St. Cloud.

MoTHER.

It would be a difficult undertaking,
and you would return fo much tired, that
you would perhaps take a diflike to
walking. You experience the fame in
regard to your leffons; when you have
been fome days without learning any
thing by rote, you no longer have the
fame eafe in learning.

EMILy,

That is becaufe I have loft the habit of

doing it; 1s it not?
MoTHER.

Yes; and fo it is with the practice of
virtue, as it is with the exercife both of
the body and the mind.

EmiLy.,

So !

Mo THER.

Do not doubt it. If you do not of
yourfelf and willingly perform your duties,

g
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without paying any attention to the difs
pofition you may be in, and without
thinking either of the blame or applaufe
‘you may meet with, if you feek not your
own approbation as well as mine, or that
of any other perfon, you never will ac-
quire any power over your inclinations,
you will openly commit errors, becaufe
you have not contratted the habit of
doing right when alone, and the confe-
quence muft be the lofs of every one’s
approbation.
EmrLy.

I am very fenfible of that. It is ver
true. When I have done well for feveral
days together, I learn with greater eafe;
and when I learn well, I an not out of
temper.

Mo THER.

Nothing contributes to ill-humours {6

‘miuch as felf-diffatisfa&ion.
EMmivy.
It may be fo.

MorTwuzRr.
- Were I in your place, I would ufe
myfelf always to do the beft T could.

EMmrIry.
It is my defign.
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MoTHER.
Particularly as your duties are not
ainful ; and I know no child who has
fo few leffons to learn, and fo little to
ftudy.
EMmriLy.
But, Mamma, that is not my fault.
You will not let me have half the mafters
I afk you for.

MoTHER.
I like beft to have a little done well.

Emivy.
To leave time for- jumping, dancing,
working in the garden, and watering the
flowers ; 1s it not?

MoTHER.

And teazing me. When you are four-
teen or fifteen years old, and bleffed with
good health, you fhall have as many
mafters as you will.

By 1w
Well!l Itis waiting a long time; but I
mult have patience. Pray, Mamma,
how may we guard ourfelves from the
danger of concealed faults ?

MorTHER.
When young, we have a tender and

L3
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fenfible friend, from whom we conceal
nothing either good or bad.
EMivy.
Oh! Mamma! I have that very friend !
I promife you I will tell you every thing?
MorTasER.
Have you never remarked one thing 2
I MTE Y
Pray, what is that, Mamma ?
MorT gE R.

A faylt is always attended by difagree-
able confequences; and you are not
exempt from them by faying you will do
fo no more.

EmivLvy.
I never took notice of that.

Mo THER.

Recolledt, and recall to your mind al¥
the errors you have been guilty of, and
you will prefently fee, that however they
may have beén concealed, you have
never efcaped their confequences.

Emrry.

But when I have been ill-tempered
and impatient, without its being feen,
what then has happened?

MoTHER.
In the firft place, il humour and im-
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patience injure the health. Then every
thing done in an ill humour is badly
done, and confequently muft be done
over again; and when i} humour is in-
dulged, the véry worft meéans are made
ufe of to accomplith it, from oppofition
and refentment. The fame thing would
happen thould you be giddy, inattentive,
and untractable. Suppofe your conduét
were concealed, every one, when they faw
you, would guefs that you had made a
bad ufe of the education that had been
given you,
EmiLyvy.
Then every thing is known or guefled
at?
MorTHER.
Yes, fooner or later, all is known.

B s v,

Yefterday, Mamma, when I rofe I faid
to my Governefs, Now 1 will play all day
long 5 and I fhall be [o happy ! but I was
difappointed. Every time I fay fo, every

thing goes wrong.

Mot uER.
It is not your intention of being happy
that makes you otherwife. It is becaufe
you ar¢ miftaken 1n the means,
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EMILvy.

How miftaken in the means?

MoTHER.

When you want to go in hafte from
the Porte de Boulogne to la Muette, which
road do you take ?

\
EMrILvy.

I go direétly to the Rond de Mortemar,
and then ftrait on to the Muetze.

MoTHER.

And if, withing to get there foon, you
oo by the way of the Porte Maillot,
through bye-ways to the Rond de Mor-
temar?

EMiry.
I thould not get there fo foon.

MorTHER.

In that cafe you would be deceived
refpecting the mean of arriving there
fpeedily; in nearly the fame ‘manner are

you deceived in the mean of arriving at
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happinefs; it lies on your right hand, and
you turn to the left.
EwiL g

But how can one be {fo greatly de-
ceived?

MotTHER. _

Thoughtleflnefs and ignorance are the
caule of it. You have no juft ideas re-
fpecting what is wfeful to you, neither do
you rightly underftand your own intereft,’

Fmrrays

How is it to be learned 2

MoTHER.

By converfing with the friend in quef=
tion; by reflection, and turning to ad-
vantage what is told you, and you find
to be true. -

EMity.

It is a very pleafant method, my dear
Mamma.---But a-propos, do you know
that little Du Pleffis does not mind his
mother at all, and they fay his father
beats him all day long. I have never
feen it---I do not trouble my head about
the footmen---You have told me never
to {fpeak to them when thére is no necef-
fity---Mamma---So---1 have forgotten
what I was going to fay---Shall we walk
to-day ?
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MorTHER:
Yes, if the weather be fine.-

EuMiILy.

I dare fay it will. 'We will go a great;
oreat way---Oh ! if you pleafe, Mamma,
ve will go and drink fome milk at the
farm; and then you will tell me how I
muft aé, that I may be no more mif-
taken in my intentions.

MoTHER.
What are the means you would wifh to
be informed of, that you may avoid future
difappointment ?

EvmiLy. |
What we were talking of, Mamma,
that I may not be difappointed when I
for inftance, purpofe being very happy in
playing all day long.

Mo THER.
In the firft place, you cannot be happy
if you play all day long.

EwmoLiv.
Why not ¢
IVl ‘0.4 FINE SRC,
Play cannot afford pleafure, only when
it ferves as a relaxation from ferious
employments.



b
Con, V1. OF. EMELY. 131

Well! I think nothing is fo delight-
ful as play. ‘
1 MoTHER.

I am of opinion nothing can be more
tirefome than continual amufement. If
you had no other diverfion than your doll
and your play things, would you not
foon be tired of them ?

BoMrr v
Yes. Butl vary my amufements.

MorTHER.

And after having done fo, you are
equally tired.
| EmrIrv. |

I cannot deny it. When I have played
for a whole day together, I am fome-
times fo tired, I do not know what to do
with myfelf, .
Mot HER.
Do you know the reafon of that ?

EMiLyvy.
No, Mamma.

Mo T HER.

It is becaufe your mind has all that
time been unemployed ; I have not in-
terfered, well knowing that your expe-
rience would teach you better than I can,
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that the number of amufements is very
confined ; and that to find fatisfaction 11
them they muft be preceded by labour,
that being the only way to avoid leifure
and ennui,

EmMirv.

I declare, Mamma, you talk like an
oracle.

MoTHER.

Becaufe you have {fometimes been hap-
py at play, after having perrormed all
your exercifes, you think there is nothing
fo pleafing as play. Is that reafonable >

EMi1L vy,
- Mamma, you feem to know all my
thoughts ?
MoTHER.
Nearly.
Emiry.
How>can that be ?

MoTHER,
I endeavour to recollet what I thought
at your age.
E 0 1 oyt
Were you then like me ?

MorTHER.
- Children nearly refemble each other.
Is 1t not true, that the object of all your
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wifhes is to avoid pain, and procure your-
felf pleafure ?
Emivy.
Yes, Mamma.

, Me T HE R.
‘When you perform your exercifes with
«careleflnefs and idlenefs, what is the
idea which takes up your mind?

CELUME T Yk :
Being obliged to take pains is hate-
ful to me. |
MoTHER.
You would rather play, fing, dance, or
what is worfe, trifle away your time ?

EMmrILy.

aed, sz;ma.

_ MorTuzr.
- It 1s then to avoid pain, and more
{peedily to enjoy your pleafures, that you
do amifs. What is the refult?

EMiLy,
Juft the contrary.

Mor e,
To do a thing badly takes more time
than to de it well, does it not?

o D B
And then I am fo crofs,
Vou, L M
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MoTHER.
And then all goes wrong, and you are,
I fuppofe, rather diffatisfied with your-
felf.
' EviLvy.
Oh! I then deferve pity. = And in that
fituation muft I appear before you.

MoTHER.

And I fay to you; FEmily, are you hap-
Py’

Evin v,

Mamma, that is a dreadful queftion.
You know the anfwer by my looks. Then
you fay no more. Oh! the cruel filence!
Why are you not very angry with me ?

%
MorTHER.
I cannot be angry when I am afflicted.

vy
Yet it would then give me pleafure ;
but you have no pity for your Emily.

MorTHER.
What! becaufe I am not angry with
her ?

EMas v,
To be fure; for then I am unhappy
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the whole day, and often a great part of -
the night,
MorTHER.
‘Then farewel to pleafure and play. .

EMiILy.
And to content.

MoTHER.

All this is to procure pleafure and
avoid pain.

EmMivy.

Becaufe what I like to do gives me
pleafure; at leaft according to my ho-
tions; and what I am required to do
gives me pain.

Mot ueg.

But were you to fay, Come, come, a
difagreeable quarter of an hour is foon
over. I will be afliduous, with a lictle
attention and a little application it will
{foon be over.

EMivy.

When I do fo, my exercifes are done
in a twinkling; and T am fo happy !---
Then, my dear Mamma, I feel fuch a
galety of heart! Oh! I am fo merry,
and fo contented !’ -

M 2
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MoTHER.

When you alt otherwife, you are
evidently miftaken in the road that leads
to happinefs; would it not be more pru-
dent in that cafe to fay, If I indulge my
whims, inftead of the happinels I feek,
mifery will enfue; and on the contrary,
if I conquer them, I fhall procure for
myfelf a greater pleafure than that I re-
nounce.

B oLy,

What can that be ?

Mo THER.

The greateft of all pleafures, and
which once in your pofieffion, no one can
deprive you of.

e 5
Pray tell me directly what it is.
MoTHER.

You have informed me, that it is to
be fatisfied with yourfelf, to feel that
gaiety of heart you mentioned. I can-
not 1magine how any have the courage
to deprive themfelves of fuch fupreme
felicity ! :

EMicy.

Oh' indeed it is delightful to feel that

fomething in my heart; I do not know
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what it is; but that makes me fo merry !
What do you call that, Mamma ?

MoTHER.
The joy of a good confcience.
EMiLv.
What is confcience ?
MoTHER.

It is a principle within us which, in
fpite of ourfelves, warns ws of our
€rrors,

EmMILy.

Does it fpeak ?

MoTHER.

Not only it fpeaks, but cries aloud
within us, and makes us diffatisfied with
ourfelves when we have been guilty of
any evil, though it be unknown; it alfo
makes us bluth when undeferved ap-
plaufe is beftowed on us.

Emiry.
But when we deferve praife, what does
our conicience fay ?

MoTHER.

It affents, and 1t is then that praife is
truly pleafing to us. For, as a good con-
{cience can render us happy, indepen-
dently of the approbation of others, whricl
is far from being agreeable to us when the

M 3 |
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confcience does not affent to i, you may
therefore judge how Important it is, to
keep it quiet. You muft alfo be {enfible,
that a concealed error is not lefs grievous
than an open one; and that a fecret good
action affords us equal pleafure, as it
would, were it made known. When we
leaft expet it, confcience will be heard, it
reproaches or approves, and confequent-
ly makes us either happy or miferable.

EmMiry.

I have fometimes heard it, Mamma s
and methinks it does not cry fo loud
when it approves, as when it condemns.

Morurr

And with reafon. When it approves.
we have only to enjoy its approbation g
but when it condemns, we muft reform;
and were it lefs clamourous, perhaps we

might not at lat be in hafte to fet
about a reformation.

EMILy,

Then we muft always liften to it 2
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Mo THER.

And try to underftand its language.
It is a fure guide, which never forfakes
us ;16 isva Friend always at hand, and
that we cannot treat with too great
delicacy. It is not enough to liften to
it; we muft accuftom ourfelves to quef-
tion it feveral times in a day, and confult
it in all we do.

Eminvy.

It is very droll to have fomethlng whil~
pering within us! I promife you, Mam-
ma, I will talk to it every day; and I
will regularly fay to it, sz]czeizce, are yoit
contented 2

MoTHER. A .

And fuppofe it thould reply, No, Mifs 2

EmrIry.
I will {foon teach it to fay, 2%s, and
aloud too,

8389

RN
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SEVENTH CONVERSATION,

EMiLv.
ARE you alone, Mamma ?

- MoTHER.
Yes. Why doyoualk? Come in.

EMiLy,
I dare not thew myfelf: you will be
frighted.
MoTHER,.
Frighted ! at what? |
EMirvy.
See what a figure I am !

MoTHER.

Indeed you are a beautiful figure! A
bruifed forehead; a fwelled nofe, and
{cratched chin---How did you get your-
felf in fuch a condition ?

EMiLy.

Luckily, it will be nothing. 1 bled

a great deal at the nofe; and my Gover-
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nefs fays, it is a good fign. I ownto
you, Mamma, I thought I was killed.
MoTHER.
Have you then had a fall?
Emivy.

Oh! dear! yes. It is ftrange how
misfortunes happen when one thinks leafk
of them. I was walking in the garden.
My governefs ftaid a litcle behind me
to gather fome thyme, I believe. E
turned into another walk. There 1 faw
the high ladder that goes on little wheels.
It is juft freth painted. It is a beautiful
oreen, and does fo fhine in the fun.---
That I fhould have an inclination, with-
out either rhime or reafon to climb up
this ladder !|-——-However, I do not think
I intended to climb very high. Well,
Mamma, at the fourth, or at moft the
fith round---I think it was but the
fourth, my foot flipped, or both my feet
at once. I do not very well know how
I fell; but here I am with my forehead
knocked to pieces, and my face all in a
mummy. 1 have befide fcratched my
knees, and my Governefs has put fome
arquebufade water to it. I affure you,
Mamma, it gives me a great deal of pain,
if I were to complaig. L
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MorTHER.

Probably it muft be a very ufeful, or
a very glorious action, to climb up a
ladder newly painted and flippery ; fince
we thereby hazard killing ourfelves, or
at leaft being maimed or lamed for the
reft of our days.

EMmivvy,

What, Mamma ! thall I always be this
figure ?

MoTHER.

You muft acknowledge you have not
neglected the means of acquiring fuch an
advantage.

Emicy.

What advantage ?

MorTHER.

Iown it will be fomewhat vexatious
to be obliged to wear, all your life, a
patch at the tip of your nofe, and that by
making {o needlefs an experiment.

EMmiLvy.

Do you apprehend that will be necef-
fary, Mamma ?

Mo THER.

It will not be your fault, if you come
off at a cheaper rate.

EMmrivv.
I think my Governefs might have fore-
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warned me. She might as well have ga-
thered her thyme and her lavender after-
ward ; and then fhe would not have had
the trouble of bathing me.

- MoTHER.

How - could your Governefs forefee,
that a little girl, not higher than a cab-
bage, thould take it into her head to
climb up a ladder ; it could not eafily be
imagined, as fuch a thing does not hap-
pen once in an hundred years.

Eivypom

But Mamma, I am too young to take
care of myfelf; and I fuppofe 1t is for
that purpofe my Governefs 1s with me.

Mo THER.
What! to take care of you! I never
ave her that commiffion; nor do I think,
ﬁad I wifhed her to do fo, the would have
confented to it, on any condition. Do
you ferioufly think any one would under-
take the charge of a child who will not
take care of herfelf; and who has not
fenfe enough to fay thus; The pleafure
of climbing up a ladder, though it may
be very great, is not worth the. chance of
breaking one’s meck ; and how can you ex-
pect a ftranger. to be more interefted in

your welfare than yourfelt ?



743 CONVERSATIONS Con VI,

EMiILy.

Then what did you let me have a

Governefs for? '
MoTHER.

I have commiflioned her to warn you
of thofe dangers you are unacquainted
with, and the rifks you may unknowingly
run. Once forewarned of them, it de-
pends on your own will and prudence to
preferve you from them. Your fafety
and prefervation muft be your own work;
and if you negle& that care, in vain
fhould I furround you with guards, and
governefles, you would, at every moment,
be. the victim of the dangers children are
liable to in their career.

EMirvy. _

Indeed, Mamma, I did not know that.

I thought I might do any thing my Ge-
vernefs had not forbidden me to do.

MoTHER.
Did fhe ever forbid you to throw your-
felf out of the window ¢

EviLy.
No, Mamma. ' : ;

4 MorTHER.
Why have you never attempted it 2
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: i s
Becaufe 1 know it would kill me.
MoTHER.

You might alfo be perfuaded, that to

£all from a ladder would kill you.
EMiLv.

It is cert a"m, that had I not fallen on a
great heap of leaves, I might perhaps
never have rifen again.

MorTHE R.
Befide, I fhould like to know one
thing ? /
§ 2V 3 by e
What is that, Mamma ¢
MoTHER. :

Whether thofe young perfons, who {o
earneftly defire to be informed of what
may be hurtful to them, and expect to be
forbidden doing what 1s not expechent be
always dlfnoled to conform to the advice
they receive *

EmiLvy.
Are you fpeaking of me, my dear
™Mamma?
MoTHER.
1 afk you.
EmivLy.

To fpeak the truth, when I am forbid-
den to do a thing, I.do it not; but if T

Yor.il,
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miftake not, I have fometimes a great
defire to do it, to fee whether I have
been told truth or not; and if I were left
by myfelf at the time, I do not know
what might happen.

MoTHER.
You fee the method of forbidding you
to do either this or that, is not fo effec—
tual, as you would have perfuaded me.

s

It is true, that when I fay to myfelf,
I will not do fuch a thing; my refolution
15 firm, and I have no temptation to break
1L,

MorTHER.

Then I may be affured, you will not
again have any inclination to climb up a
flippery ladder ? |

EMmivLy.

You may make yourfelf eafy on that
head.

| Mo T HER.

You muft own, the leffons of expe-
rience are fuperior to thofe taught by
governeffes. Indeed you might have had
the latter for nothing, and the former
coft you a {cratched knee, a fwelled fore-
head, and a patch upon your nofe,
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EMiLy.

But I hope I fhall not wear it always ;
fhall I, Mamma ?

: Mo THER.

I hope not. However, a leffon that
will teach you to avoid breaking your
neck for your amufement, 1s worth pay-
ing for a little dearly. ;

' EMivy.
Oh! Mamma! pray difpenfe with my
wearing this patch?
M o THER.
 Were it in my power you would be
difpenfed every inconvenience. 1 thould
be fomewhat confoled for your accident,
had you met with it in any honourable
purfuit.
EMmivy.
Honourable, Mamma !
Mo T HER.

Yes, honourable. For inftance, fuch
as in running a race with the companions
of your walks, or in other ufeful exercifes
with them. I am {enfible that it is pof-
fible to fall on your nofe in that fport;
but at leaft, there is fome honour and
profit after all. A prize may be gained,
the body may be ftrengthened and ex-
panded, fteadinefs and agility may be

N 2
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acquired, you may become dexterous and
graceful, and learn to avoid, as you run,
the ftones, roots of trees, or other things
that might hurt you. You micht even
learn not to fall, which is a very falutary
knowledge.

EMrry.

So it 1s, when one has learned it. Then
there is nothing to be learned by climb-
ing ladders? Is there no addrefs want-
ing to climb a ladder ?

MorTnuzsr.

To climb one there may be, but not
to fall from it. Befide, I thought Emuly
did not practice exatly the fame exercifes
as her brothers do; that fhe had already
perceived what became them very well,
no way fat well upon her; and that the
modefty of her fex demanded a decency
and referve, which ought never to be
forgorten in the warmth and effervefcence
even of childhood.

EmiLy.

I tell you, Mamma, all my misfortunes
to-day proceed from your not accom-
panying me in my walk. Your bulinefs
. Was very unfeafonable juft then. When
we walk together, none of thofe whims
ever come into my head, that end in a
brokén nofe. We talk, and prattle, and
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fay fenfible things; and if I now and
then fkip about a little, that does not n-
terrupt our converfation. You have pa-
tience with your Emily, who is fome-
times a little giddy. And then you make
me take notice of fo many things I never
obferved before; I hear and fee a hun-
dred times more when I am with you,
and that amufes and employs me; and
there is no time to ftop at a ladder. © Do
you recolle&t, Mamma---the other day---
in the field of clover---the partridge call-
ing home her little ones in the evening;
but they returned not. Oh! it was fo
affeting! The poor mother ! She was
in fuch trouble !

- Mot HER. :

Having efcaped the gun of the {portf-

man, fhe knew not that her little ones
had fallen a prey.

EMmrvy. -
Hunting is a terrible thing: if my
brothers would liften to me, they would
never hunt,

Mo THER.
The partridges and hares would be of

your Opinion,
N 3
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EMrirvy.

Well ! ill you told me, I knew no-
thing of all that. I am fure, I have heard
that cry twenty times, nay, an hundred,
perhaps; the found of which now gives
me {o much pain; but I knew not what it
meant, and I might as well have been
deaf. See what it is, however, Mamma,
to walk with you. We ought to fettle
that matter, and never to walk without
each other.

MoTHuER.

That matter is partly fettled. You
know I never walk without you. True
it 1s, my health and occupations will not
permit me to accompany you in all your
rambles, fo falutary at your age.

EryLy.
It 1s very vexatious.

MoTHER.

As to. me, I am obliged to ftay at
home, in great anxiety, left my child
fhould return wounded or lamed.

EMiry.
"That will not happen again,
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Mo THER.

Not by a fall from a ladder; but is
there no other carelefs trick that may
prove fatal? |

Emiry.

Oh! Mamma ! I will not be {o care-
lefs again. I now know no one can take
fo much care of me as I can of myfelf.

Mo T HER.

And that 1t is impoffible to take care
of a child who will not take care of her-
{elf.

Emrry.
You will fee quite another Emily.
MorTHER.

Probably you will not confine your

vigilance to a phyfical prefervation of
your perfon, but extend it over your
moral condutt.

Emrerv.

What is moral condu& ?

M o T HER. i

It is the principle which ordains and .
regulates our inclinations, and directs the,
actions that proceed from them.

EMwrLy.

I thought, Mammea, that you had re-
ferved that province for yourfelf.  You
dire&t my occupatiens, my amufements,
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and all my actions. I like you fhould.
What would you have me do in 1t?

MoTHER.

I grant that I regulate the difpofition
of your time, in the beft manner I can;
but to direét the attions of a child, who
will not dire¢t herfelf, appears to me no
lefs difficult, than to take care of one who
will not take care of herfelf,

Emivy.

What! muft I alfo dire&t my own con-
duct? I fee without fufpeéting 1t, that I
do a great deal, or at leaft I have a great
deal to do. %

MorTHER.

And I will thew you, that my direétion

will be ufelefs without your own.

Emivy.
Pray do, Mamma.

MoTHER.
I will relate a recent fa&, fince 1t hap-

pened only yefterday evening.

Hovsire v,
Ah! I guefs what it is.

MoTHER,
You then convinced me, that your
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principles of condu& did not agree with
mine. You know that when we are
téte-i-téte, 1 never find fault with the
jumps, and gambols you make in the
room; and that you are at liberty to ftun
me with your noife, racket, and reft-
leflnefs ; it is the privilege of your age,
and I cannot reproach you for making
ufe of it. But you alfo know, that it is
not agreeable, when I have company;
neither ought you to oblige me to attend
to you at that time, and full lefs engage
the attention of the company by your
nonfenfe. 1 have faid to you more than
once, Emily, when I bave company, yo#
would do right to go into the next room, and
employ or amufe yourfelf as becomes your
years ; but you would never go. You
affure me, that you are fenfible of the
neceflity of being quiet; that you will fit
down on your own chair clofe by me like
a fratue; and that the converfation will
amufe you very much---Yet, yefterday:
evening—--It is certain I did not expeck
fo many of aur neighbaours---
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EMivv.

And the converfation was not very
amufing.

MorTne-r.

You made your efcape, and went to
play at the other end of the room, with
your brothers. You made almoft as
much noife as they. A firanger, who
with reafon, looked on you as a little
country girl, at leaft as no one of any
confequence, joined your party, chucked
you under the chin, and twirled you
about like a puppet. You blufhed.

Evitry.

What! Mamma! did you fee all that ?

You did not feem to look that way.
Mo T HER.

I thought you would have followed
your brother’s example, and been one of
the dragons.

_ EmMiIvy.

Indeed, Mamma, I was as red as {car-
let when the gentleman, pretended that
he would turn me round like a tetotum.
What bufinefs had he to meddle in our

play ¢
MoTuE-?.
It was not he who had no bufinefs
there.
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Emiuy,

Perhaps it might be I. But, my
dear Mamma, you might have prevented
him.

MoTHER.

You could more eafily have done that.
Had he obferved in your countenance
that modefty, that referve, which ought
ever to accompany young perfons of your
fex, he would not have prefumed to have
taken that liberty ; I make no doubt, that
had I reproached him for it, he would,
from refpeét to me, have appeared fome-
what forry ; but do you fuppofe my re-
proaches would have infpired him with
more refpe@ful fentiments for you? or
that he would have regarded you other-
wife than a little giddy child ?

EMmiLy. j

To be fure! 1 behave like one fome-
times.

. MoTHER.

You fee it is not in my power to give
others a favourable idea of you; nor can
I oblige them to pay you any attention,
much lefs treat you with that refpect
every woman fhould be anxious to ob-
tain; at leaft you ought to fecond me by
your deportment and looks. It is not fo
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eafy as may be thought, to dire&t a young
perfon who pays no attention to her own
condu&, and who is not her own go-
verneis.
GEMIT .

You might at leaft, my dear Mamma,
have drawn me out of the {crape by call-
INg Mme away.

Mo THER.

I grant it would have been very eafy
to have in a moment, fixed the eyes of
the whole circle on your little impru-
dence.

EMi1L v

Welll in my life, I was never in fuch
diftrefs ! I knew not how to get to my
little chair again; I thought it was a mile
off. I thought I would have given any
thing if you would have {colded me be-
fore all the company. The gentleman
would at leaft have feen that I was one
of the family, and perhaps he went away
in doubt of that; for in vain I coughed,
you would not Jook toward me.

MorTHER.:

There was nothing fatisfaory in all
that, either to you or me.

Ly e paa=ld
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EMiLvy.

Why did you not tell me of it before
you fent me to-bed, in our little con-
‘ference in a low voice, when we were
fettling our family affairs, as Madam de

Bréon fays?

MaTHER.

I was not forry to let you fleep upon
it. True it is, I thought to have re-
monftrated with you.to-day; I then did
not forefee that a broken nofe would have
prevented me.

EMILY.

There I was the dupe; and I faid
behind my curtains, If is not fo bad,
as fbe [ew nothing of it, and as it never
will bappen a Jecond time.  She, that
is you ; take notice, whenever I talk to
miyfelf. - When I fay bebind my curtains,
that alfo is my way of talking; for you
know, I have none, you will not let me,
it is not one of your principles; and now,
as I am no longer afraid of the moon, 1

Vior, L. 20
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do not much care, except\ for the honour
of it.
MoTHER.
How can your honour be affeéted by

having no curtains ?

FRRTIE 1, :
Why, yes, Mamma, for methinks it
makes me look ten times more like a
child than one really is.

MorTHER.

You muft acknowledge, that it is be-
ing much more fo to cry aloud, when the
full moon fhone upon your bed through
the windows. I believe that folly lafted
more than fix months. But we will think
no more of that, it is no fhining part of
your hiftory.

vy
Lrue, Mamma. Let us forgetit. But
I was very litde and foolith then. T
thought I faw a face making mouths at
me.
MorTHER.

‘The moon, which you now contem-
plate with fo much pleafure, at that
time made mouths at you,

EmMiLy.
You know, Mamma, that our living

e o Bl 1
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to

in the country, and our walks made me
alter my opinion.
| MoTHER.

However, there was no occafion to
have the vanity to cry about it.

Emirn v,
Was there any vanity in it ?

MoTHER.

You know the moon enlightens our
hemifphere, and you confined its func-
tions to terrifying a little girl. 1T fay,
that little girl muft have a great fund of
vanity.

EMiLy.

But now, that little girl being no
longer a baby, will be vain of not crying
any more. I had, however, half a mind
to cry after my fall, though I did not;
and as 1 hobbled back again, T faid,
foftly, It is your own fault, Mifs, fo do not
bebave like a baby, nor make a noife abott
2L, ‘

MoTHER.

Tears are certainly no remedy for any
evil ; but fince you practice the excellent
habit of talking behind your curtains,
though you have none, methinks you
might have faid yefterday, She Jaw. no-

(2
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thing; perbaps none of the company re-
marked what pafled; but the evil, if there
were any, is not fo very fmall, fince I am

Jenfible of it myfelf.

EMivvy.

That is true. One cannot be at reft,
when one knows evil has happened
through our fault ; but I .am always hap-
Py when I can avoid giving you pain.

MorTuer.

I am very much obliged to you, pro-
vided you do not too eafily pardon your-
felf for the little errors you are guilty of.
Every one ought to judge feverely their
own actions. If you do not dread your
own condemnation more than that of the
whole world befide, if your cenfure be
not more inexorable than mine, I would
rather take part of the affli&tion attend-
ing . your errors, than be ignorant of
them. '

Emirvy.

My way is, when I have been guilty
of any folly, to go into a corner, thut
my eyes clofe, and make a face that I
think muft be very ugly. I ftay there
more or lefs time, according as I come
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to myfelf again; and when I think T
have done fo, ‘I come out of my corner.

| MoOTHER.

The efficacy of that cuftom does not
depend on the ugly face you make, but
the refletions that accompany it 1n the
corner.

EMIiLy.

Oh! they do not always come at once!
fometimes they do not occur till the day
following, and {ometimes not till a week
after, and never unlefs I fhut my eyes.
Do you think that Is being {evere
enough ?

MoTHER.
~ That queftion is two important to be
lightly anfwered. One general rule 1s,
there can be no danger in being too fe-
vere to ourfelves ; and that there 1s great
danger in not being fevere enough.

, EMmiLy.

But muft I be abfolutely more fevere
than you are ? st
Mo THER.

Without doubt, my dear, efpecially
as 1 am fenfible that I am not irre-
proachable on that head. I am, perhaps,
too much difpofed to excufe your faults ;

O 3
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to fee the beft fide of you, the fide that
€ncourages and confoles me. N oW, were
we both to exhauft every indulgence to-
ward you, we might be, in time, out in
our reckoning, by miftaking real defeéts
for amiable qualities,

EMiLy.

Firft, I muft know hew to take care
of myfelf. I muft alfé' know how to
diret my moral condu®; and then you
want me to take upon me the cenfure of
my conduct.

MoTHuER.

And in the moft rigid manner too. If
you can but once fay to yourfelf, that
you watch with feverity your own con-
du&t, you have fcarcely any thing to ap-
prefiend; whereas, if “you rely on the
vigilance of others, eveén on mine, you
run fome rifks, whenever we are {eparated,
as you experienced yefterday and to day.
The Cenfor is ever watchful over himfelf;
and as he cannot flee from himfelf, he is
always in fafety under his own guardian-
thip.

EmiLy.

I underftand you. They are two.

Firdt the thing, and then he "who takes
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care of it. But how can one take upon
one’s felf the air of a Cenfor?
MoTHER.

Before you att, you muft refle& ; and
after you have atted, you muft reflect
again. Thofe refle¢tions form principles,
and thofe principles become, in time, the
facred and invariable rules of condué,
and prudence, that no paffion, no inter-
eft, no power can tear from your heart.
An equivocal, or doubtful altion then,
appears horrible, a bad ation impofiible.
By little and little the charaéer 1s form-
ed; by the continual exercife of its own
ftrength, it is daily fortified ; and what
you call the air of a Cenfor, will fit {o
naturally upon you, that without an
effort on your part, it will attraét the
efteem and regard of all who approach
you. Furnithed with the two fhields of
moral rectitude, and the efteem of
others, you may undertake the voyage
of life with confidence, which is ftrewed
with dangers, for thofe whofe charatters
are unfettled and weak.

E ‘mtxh,

I believe, Mamma, what you fay is

very fine; but I do not very well under-

ftand it.
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MoTHER.

You are right. I was to blame. Twas

a lictle animated; and had you not

warned me, I fhould have loft myfelf

in regions above our fphere; but I am
happﬂy returned to my Emily.

EmrIry.
All T know 1s, that as foon as I fhall
have got rid of my patch, I will try to
form my character.

MoTHER.
In the mean time, I advife you to
have your face and knee well bathed, for
you cannot be very comfortable.

EmiLy.
Oh! it 1s not much. It is aleflfon I
fought after.
Mo T HER.
Yes ! and from the top of a ladder:

Emivvy.

No matter, my dear Mamma; plea-
fure comes as well as pain, when we leaft
expect it. I thought I fhould have fpent
a difmal evening; but I fhall leave you
as happy as a Queen: you have diverted
my pain by the moft delightful converfa-
tion in the world.
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MoTHER.
- Go. And when you are in bed, I will
make you a vifit.
EmrILy.
Then I fhall not bid you good night,
my dear Mamma. But pray ,turn your
eyes the other way; I do not much care

you fhould fee how I walk to-day.
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EIGHTH CONVERSATION.

\

&l

EmiLy.

M AMMA, do you know, that little
Duplefis 1s dead ?
Mo THER.
Yes, Ido.
EMyiLy.

Was that the reafon his mother came

here this morning ?
MortHER.
Yes. Do you know what occafioned
the death of her{on?
EMiLvy.
No, Mamma.
MoTHER.

It was owing to his obftinacy in con-
cealing a fault he had been guilty of
from his mother.

Evmrcrvy.

How fo, Mamma ?

; MorTsuzs-r.

About fix weeks fince, the DOOr woman
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being obliged to go from home, fhut the
child up in a'room, as was her cuftom.
EMmrerv.
That is a cuftom I do not approve.
MoTHER.

Neither doI. But poor. people are
under the neceflity of deing fo, when
their bufinefs requires it. ~ Young Du-
pleffiss mother had' forbidden him to
get up on the chairs. ~ Yet no foonrer was
he alone, than he got upon an arm-chair,
thence upon a cheft of drawers, to reach
fome {weetmeats he had feen upon a
fhelf. He ate as much as he could, and
in getting down again, he fell upon his
head, and hurt himfelf very much; but
het would not acknowledge it, left he
fhould be reprimanded. Some time
after, he was feized with a violent head-
ach and fever. He was much folicited
to own, whether he had not had a fall.
Not forefeeing the confequence, he main-
tained, that nothing had happened to
him : 1n fhort, two days before he. died,
he owned the whole ; but it was then too
late ; a gathering was formed 1n his
head, and the evil was without remedy.

EwMmrcovy.

And fuppofe he had owned it direétly ?
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Mo THER.
He might have been faved, no doubt, -
Emrry.
What would have been done for him?
MoTHER.

Had he been bled immediately after
the fall,. it would have prevented the
effects of it. ;

EMmiuy.
What a melancholy adventure !
MoTHER.

You fee a concealed fault is not lefs
a fault; and though unknown, is not ex-
empt from its effect; though a child
cannot forefee its too frequently fatal
confequences. '

EMriry.

I fee what follows, Mamma. It {peaks
for itfelf, and in the moft ftriking man-
ner. It is a good thing to have a friend:
---you know--to whom we may com-
municate all our follies without feruple,

‘ MoTHER.
And who will judge for us of the con-
fequences they may have, and which, it
15 of importance for us to know.

EMiLy.
That we may be faved from ruin; is
it not, Mamma? But fince this child
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was fo very naughty, why does his mo-
ther grieve for his lofs ?
MoTHER.

Becaufe nature is more powerful than
reafon; becaufe maternal tendernefs is
the moft uncontrollable of all {fenti-
ments; becaufe a mother always hepes
that her child will improve, as well from
the advice he receiyes, as from his own
experience.

Bl S o i v b

Mamma, will you be kind enough to

tell me what experience is ?

MorTHER.
1t is the knowledge we acquire by the
recollection of paft events. For example,
your experience has already taught you,
not to climb flippery ladders; and how
unhappy thofe perfons muft be, who
mever facrifice thelr inclinations to their
duty.
By
So! now there 1s another word I do
not underftand. What 1s a facrifice ?

Mo THER.
Then you make {facrifices like the
Bourgeois Gentilbomme of his profe, with-
out knowing 1t. We make facrifices

Yor, ik i

v
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for ourfelves, and others. Thofe we
make for ourfelves, confift in renounc-
ing a prefent, and often an imaginary
advantage ; the value of which we are
apt to exaggerate ; to procure ourfelves
a more diftant one, of greater import-
tance, a more lafting, and more folid
one.

EMicLv.
How is that, Mamma, ?

Mo T sE R &

That of one day afpiring to be claffed

among the moft worthy and amiable per-
fons of your fex.

Emitrvy.

Oh! I now underftand you very well ;
and it is well worth the pains.

MoTHER.

Such is the facrifice we make of our
pleafure to our duty ; and you fee it is a
good calculation, for you muft gain by
it in the end.
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o/ pir RUANE T A it

Then I may one day be amiable per-
haps, Mamma ¢
w Mot H ER.

Perhaps you:may, if you perfevere in
cultivating, your underftanding, and the
talents that nature may have beftowed
onyou; for I never heard of any who
became fo by idlenefs and inattention.

) LS8 6 M o

Nor I neither. And what are the facri-

fices we make for others?
MorTHER.

They confift in renouncing a perfonal
pleafure, or advantage to procure either
for another. That is what we call good-
nefs. Sometimes even we confent to
our own injury, and voluntarily draw
upon ourfelves inconveniences to fhield
others from them, or to procure them
fome very great good fortune ; and then it
is called either generofity, or even hero-
ifm, according to the value of the facrifice.

s R R T

And is there any thing to be gained
by that?

MorTHER.

Without doubt, fince, as you know, it.
is of great importance for us to be well

2 )
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with our confcience, which then infpires
us with a fund of felf-approbation.
Emiry.
It tells us fo foftly ?
MorTHuER.

And it adds, that others have reafon
to value us. This conviGion of having
acted up to the elevation of our fouls,
and the dignity of our natures, is a fource
of the moft delightful enjoyments.

MILY.

Mamma, give me leave to afk you
one thing.

MoTHER.

Speak.

Eoa iy '

Why did you make the wife of Du-
Dleffis go into your room ?

MorTHuER.
What do you find fingular in that?
M
But you bade her fit down.
MoTHER.
What then?
EmiIrv,

Nay, you took her by the hand. She
began to cry, and the tears came into
your eyes; and you called her your
child.
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Mo THER.
What do you conclude from all that?

EMiILvy.
I fuppofe the was in tr ouble, and you
wanted to comfort her.
Mo aisners
You are right.
EmiLy.
But I thought it was wrong to talL to
{ervants.
MoTHER.
Why is it wrong to talk to them ?
Eimn i1 v, ;
Becaufe there is no great good to be.
learned from their converfation.

MoTHER.

But fuppofe it 1s for their good? Sup-
pofe it be to confole them 1n thelr afflic-
tions °

EmiLy.

Oh! that alters the cafe.

MoTHER,

Emily has no occafion to converfe with
them ; for as they have not had the ad-
vantages of education, what can fhe
learn in a commerce with them? But I
have great occafion to talk to them, par-
tlculan/ when they are in trouble. Who

P 3
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can better confole them than I ? Who
is better acquainted with their fituation ?
Nothing levels conditions fo much as
mistortunes. 1 may lofe my child to-
morrow, and be more miferable than the
wite of Duplefis; and in that cafe, this
good woman would probably be more
‘aflited than I am for the lofs of her fon,

EMmrILy.
Why fo, Mamma?
IVEO: 7 FriF iR
Becaufe good fervants are more at.
tached to their mafters, than a good
mafter can be atrached to them. We
have too many objets of attachment fi
perior to them, they have none but wus ;
which ‘is the reafon that a good fervant
deferves to be greatly efteemed.

EmiLy.
Indeed I think fo.

MortrHER.

It is their duty to ferve us, to be fib.
miffive to our orders, exa& and faithful ;
ours to pay them juftly, and to treat
them with mildnefs and juftice. | But if
they give wus ‘daily proofs of zedlynaf
they ferve us with affe@ion and attach.

aent, Is it not juft that we thould make
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them as happy as it dis 1n our power
to do?
EMiLy.

To be fure. ‘But how? fince we muft

not be familiar with them ?
Mot HER.

That is not the ‘happinefs they expect
from us. They neither want to be'fa-
miliar with us, or fit in our company.
But when they ferve us well, they have a
right to be well paid. Since perfons in
their ftation are (which approaches to
fervitude) neceffary to us, we ought not
to require more from them than they
can perform. Since they are entirely
{ubject to us when in health, we ought
to nurfe them when fick. Since they are
men, our fellow creatures, we ought to
comfort them when in afffi¢tion.  Since,
in fine, we are fuperior to them in all
things, our conduét ought to be to them
a continual leifon of juftice, order, and
probity. We are wanting to them, when
we permit them to fail in their duty.
Our example ought to make them re-
fpe@tful. " In a word, we ought to con-
du& ourfelves toward them, as a good
and juft father conduéts himfelf toward
his children,
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EMivLy, |

Then you are a father to the whole
houfe ?

MorT H E R,

Your Papa and mylfelf are the chief
perfons of the houfe. I am your mother,
and ftand in the place of one, to all thofe
who are under my command.

EmiLy.
That is the reafon they all obey you?

Mot usr.

In every houfe there is a family, large
or imall. Every family has a chief, who
governs and protes it, and to whom
all agree to refer ; who watches over the
interefts of every individual, and to whom
all are obedient.

: EMiLy.
And what am I ?

MoTuzz. .
You are one of the members of the
family.
EmMiLy.
How one of the members? Am I 3
member ? ¥
MoTuEzgr. .
It is a mode of expreflion. As we de-
feribe him who is the firft perfon in a
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family, him who governs it, by the name
of chief, which means bead; we continue
the comparifon, and call the other per-
fons who compofe the family, the mem-
bers of it.
EMaizv
Then the fervants are alfo members ?

Mo THER.

Certainly ! each in his fphere, and al-
lotted place. Befide, as men, we are
all equal, that is, every human being has
a claim to our benevolence.

EmivLy.
What is the meaning of benevolence ?

Mo THER.
It means good-will. The will to do
good.

| Emiry,
Well, Mamma! We muft then have
the will to do good to all'the world.

MoTHER.

I am of that opinion, efpecially if you
with all the world fhould do good to you.
But as theére are different fituations, and
different ‘claffes in fociety, and as each
clafs is upon an equality ; wlhen ‘we
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have any concerns with men of a dif.
ferent clafs to our own, we conduct our-
felves accordingly. If they be in a clafs
above us, we owe them deference and
g

refpect; if below us, we behave toward
them with policenefs, attention, and hu-
manity.

Emicy.

Does clafs mean the fame as In a con-
L vent e

MoTtHuER.

Why not ? It may at leaft give you
the idea. In a convent, age {eparates
the different claffes, fuch as the elder
“boarders, the youriger ones, and the no-
vices; and you know, that age has a
fuperior claim to refpet. In the world
there are alfo different claffes; and it is
birth. and high offices which determine
the rank each clafs holds in fociety.
There is the clafs of courtiers, of mili-
tary men, of magiftrates, and of com-
merce ; and perfons of the fame profef-
fion are ranked in the fame clafs. For
inftance, the profeflion of arms is re-
ferved to the nobility,
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EmMiry.

Then all officers are of the fame clafs

as my Papa?
| Mo THER.

Yes. Though in the military fervice
there are different ranks, and various
decorations,

EmiILv.

What is decorations

MoTHER.
Exterior diftin&tions; the right of
wearing the orders of the King, fuch as

the blue ribbon, the red ribbon, &c.

Bt v,

A propos, Mamma! Who is the
King? I have often thought of afking
you.

MoT HER.
He is the chief of a large family.

EMIvy.

Sol So! That is the reafon every one
is obliged to obey him then?  Are we of
his family? Is every body of his fa-
mily ?

MoTHER.
We are one of the families he governs.



130 CONVERSATIONS Con. VAT,

Emviivy.
Then he is the chief of all families,

Mo T uER.

The inhabitants of a town or village
are divided into families; a kingdom is
compofed of many counties and provin-
ces; and the King is the chief man in
his kingdom.

EmiLy.

What of all the families ?

_ MoTHER
Y'es.
EmMiry.
Then he muft have a great deal to do.
MoTszea.
So.much, that he cannot do all him-
hei i
FIM T s
How does he manage then ?

MorTuER,

He males choice of perfons he judges
to be worthy of his confidence ; and who
govern his kingdom by his orders, and
we are obliged to obey them, when they
act by his authority,

EmrIvy.

Jult like your houfe-fteward, to whom

you give your orders every morning ?
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MoTHER.
Exaétly. The comparifon is not very
noble; but no matter.

EMrILy.
And are thofe who govern for the
King called houfe-ftewards ?

MoTHER.

Not unlefs they manage his table.
Thofe who govern the kingdom are
called Minifters, Governors, Comman-
ders, Comptrollers. They have dif-
ferent titles, according to their employ-
ments.

Emiry,

But 1s the whole kingdom obliged to
g0 every morning to.enquire after his
health, as I do after yours ?

MoTHER.
With a very little refle&tion, you would
perceive that to be impoffible.

EMrLy.
I was only 1n jeft.

MoTHuER.

All his {ubjeéts cannot be admitted to
that honour, nor do they ftand in need
of it. The privilege of going to Court

Voor, 3
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is referved to the Princes of the blood ;
that 1s to {ay, his relations, his minifters,
to perfons of confequence, and the
nobility.
Eviry.
Much refpeét is due to him then?
MorTHER.

As much as you owe me ; and for the
fame reafon.

Emricvy.

‘The Dauphin is his fon.

MorTHER.

Dauphin 1s the title given to the heir
to the throne of France; that is, to him
who in a diret line will be King after
his prefent Majefty. ;

EMiLy.
It 1s a fine thing to be a King?
Mo THER.

And efpecially to deferve the title of
a good King.

EMmiLy.

Why, is it fuch a fine thing ?

Mo T HER.

Becaufe a good King is the father of
his people, {overeignly juft, the glory of
his nation; and that the public good,
which means the welfare of every order
of citizens, is his work; as the well-
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being of a private family is the work
and employment of a good father.
EmiLy.
Then the King 1s very happy ¢
Mo THER.

Moft certainly! for fince happinefs is
the reward of all thofe who do good in
their ftation, judge of the happinefs of
him, whofe care is the general good !

E w s |

He muft be very amiable too ?

MorTHER.

By the fame rule, the better we fulfil
our duties, the more happy we are; and
the more fatisfied we are with ourfelves,
the more amiable we appear to others.
Now, ‘when the moft important of all
duties is fulfilled, I am of opinion, it
muft render him who performs it greatly
amiable.

Birs 10w,

Well, I love him, though I have
never feen him. Why does he not come
to fee you, Mamma, fince you pay your
court to him?

MoT HER.
The King does not vifit any one ?
B ruty,

Why not? Is he fick ?
(Y2
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MoTHER.

Becaufe he is by his high ftation o far
exalted above others, that it is not the
cuftom for him to confer that honour
upon individuals.

EmMrLy.

He iswrong. We would try to amufe
him here, fince he is fo good, and we
love him {o well.

MorTHER.

And fuppofe he does not want us to
amufe him ?

EMrvLvy.

I underftand you; he has his compa-
ny as you have yours.

MoTHER.

And moreover, he has more bufinefs

to do than either you or I,
EmiLvy.
Nay, I am contented, provided he is

happy.
MoTHER.

Befide, I think I fhould fee my little
prattler in fine confufion, fhould his Ma-
jelty come hither.

} EMrivvy.

Why, yes, that might be the cafe---
So much refpeé-—and then, Mamma,
not ' being acquainted---The King is a



Con. VIII. 0 P E I dd, 185

different man to a Marfhal of I'rance---
But what makes him Klnc? Can any
body be King?

M OTHER.

That is, according to the different
countries. In France 1t 1s the neareft re-
lation to the King, in a direct line, who
fucceeds him; or to fay the fame thing
in the ufual terms, in France, as in many -
other kingdoms, -the crown is hereditary.
In fome countries, the people choofe and
ele@t a King, this is called an Elective
Monarchy. Every ftate has its laws and
cuftoms.

EMivy.

Mamma, does my Papa fupply the

place of a father to his fervants -
Mo TH ER.

Certainly | What leads you to doubt
it ?

LEMLLY.

Becaufe you order every ‘thing in the
houfe.

Mo T HER.

When a woman, by her prudence and
vigilance, deferves the confidence of her
hufband he gives up to her the care and
conduct of his houfe ; becaufe he has the
duties of his HAcion to fulfil, and his

Qa
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time belongs more to the public con-
cerns than to his own.

EMiLy.
Am T prudent, Mamma ?

MoTucEr.

Your own confcience muft anfwer .
that.

EMrirvy.

A-propos, Mamma, you promifed to
tell me who Mr. Gobemoucke is ?

Mot uE-zr.

Now, indeed, here is an a-propos I
did not expect. I do not think M. Goée-
mouche of very noble extration. If 1
be not miftaken, we take it from an
ltalian farce. It is a gentleman who has
no opinion of his own, and yet likes to
argue on all." He does not underftand
any fubject of converfation, yet withes to
pafs for an adept; therefore, to conceal
his ignorance, and want of opinion, lofes
him{elf in unmeaning expreflions. Since
his appearance, we give his name to all
thofe who talk a great deal, without fay-
ing any thing,
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Ewmritv.
Talk without faying any thing! How
can they do that ?

MoTHER.

‘They do; like a young lady of my
acquaintance fometimes does, talk at
random.

Emivy.

I will mend. - T will no more talk of
what I do not underftand: T have an
opinion ; and my opinion is, that I will
not be called Mifs Godemouche. Oh! I
wanted to afk you another thing. When
fhall I read the hiftory of Zizus and Do-
snitian ¢

MorTHER.

Prefently, if you like it. When you

have finithed your work.

EMmriiy.

Oh! Mamma ! I have a great piece to
do yet. If you pleafe, I will read it
now, for I fhall not have done this half
hour.

MoTHER.

I grant, that you have fat ftill a con-
fiderable time, which we have talked
away. YetI with you to finith your work
before you change your place,
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Emiwyvy.
I will finith it, Mamma. But why
may I not read now? for, methinks, I
could finith my work as well afterward.

Mo THER. ‘
In fome years, I may perhaps be of
your opinion, but I am not fo at pre-
fent.
Emirvy.

Why fo, Mamma ?

MoTHuER.

Becaufe I think the habit of not quit-
ting what you are about, is a very good
one, and very eflential to be praétifed at
an early period, as it may influence your
whole life. = You are now of an age, in
which the habits you take will be the
longeft preferved; and if you do not
take good ones, how will you manage
hereafter ?

Emrw v,
Ceme, I fee you are right.

MoTHER.

I imagine, it is natural at your age; to
be fond of varying your occupations; yet
you muft not fly inceffantly from one to
another, without caufe,



€on, VIIL OF EMILY. 189

EMmivy.
When I am at play, for example, I
muft not leave it to go to work; and
when I am at work, I muft not think of

play.
Mo THER.

You talk like an oracle. And when
you leave your work, you fhould put all
your things away, in the fame manner as
when you leave your play. Our little
code fays: ZLeave mot thofe things fcat-
tered about that bave ferved to amufe you.

EMrvy.
Yes. Put every thing in its place. It
teaches the love of order. You {ee, Mam-
ma, I remember the words of our code.

MoTHER.
It fignifies nothing to remember the
words, you muft put them in practice,

EmiLy.
Mamma, it will come in time.

MoTHER.
My child, it will never come, if you
do not now begin.
EmriLy.
Perhaps it 1s come a little already ;
but the little-. code fays, We muft not
boaft.
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MoTHER.
I underftand you: itis your modefty
which makes you conceal what I thought
was ftill to come.

: EmMiry.
But, Mamma, of what ufe is it to have
the love of order ?

MorTHER.

Of the greateft. There can be no
good conduét without the love of order.
What would you think of one, who did
not know how to.conduét himfelf? Order
and rule are fynonymous terms in matters
of condu&t. The /love of order regulates
all, and affigns to each thing its proper
place. Without it, we can never know
what we have to do; not to mention the
convenience of it. Above all, it gains
time; and you know that time is the
moft precious thing in the world.

EMmiwy.
How does it make one gain time ?

MorTHER.

When you fcatter the things you make
ufe of, either for your amuiement, or
your work ; what happens when you
want to find them again ?
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EMILvy.

I know not where they are, becaufe
the fervants have put them I know not
where ; and I do not know where to look
for them.

KloTHER.
And how do you get them again ?

EmiLy.
I look for them.

MoTHER.
But do you not lofe time in looking
for them?

Eymrry,
That is true.
. MorTHER.
Is that time well employed ?

EmiLy.

No.

MoTHER.

Now, were you to put by your little
affairs of an evening, you would find
them 1mmediately.

Ewmi1ry.

That 1s true.

MorTHER.

And much more convenient.

EMiry.
Yes, particularly the next day.



192 CONVERSATIONS Con.VIII,

MorTHER.

A prudent perfon always thinks of the
morrow. Then do you always find your
things ? :

Emrirv.
No. They are fometimes loft,

MoTHER.
And perhaps you never think it is
owing to your fault, '

EMmiILv.

Why do not the people put away what
they find ?

MoTHER.

Why do you expe& they thould fet a
greater value on what belongs to you,
than you do yourfelf. They have no
reafon to fuppofe, that what you {catter
about is worth taking care of.

EMiLy,
That is true again.

MoTHER.

Thus, a little giddy girl, runs the rifk
of lofing, by her negligence, and want
of care, what belongs to her; and is
perhaps  guilty of 1njuftice, in laying
blame on others for her own fault.  In
like manner, when you have not the love
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of order, the ideas are loft and con-
founded in the brain, like your play-
“things in your room; and we know not
what we fay, we know not what we want;
and we may be taken five times in ten
for fools, or dunces. Do you now coms
prehend the ufe of 7be love of order?
EmiLy.

It is more ferious than I thought.

Mo T rER LT :

Yet, behold! the great piece of work
is finithed which was to have taken up fo
much time.

Eviny.

A child does not always know what

the would fay, or-what the would do.
MoOTHER.: .

Will fhe read the hiftory of the two
Roman  Emperors, before fhe goes a
walking 2 ‘g
| EMILy.

Oh! .yes! my dear, Mamma; I had
already forgotten that. See, however,what

‘the love of order isi + !
~ | Mo T HER. ,
The love of childifhnefs you mean,

fo VA 01 290k R
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S

NINTH CONVERSATION,

EmMir v,

\/‘/ HAT a fine day it is for walking,

Mamma ? It is a long time fince you
told me a ftory?

Mot gy, -
It 1s fo.
' Eawrsy
Will you be fo kind as to tell me ope 2
Now pray do, my dear Mamma ?

MorTHuE R,
Perhaps it will tire you. There is a]-
ways {omething moral in my tales.

Evmriry,

The moral only is tirefome when one
has been naughty.

MoTHEnR,
That is, when it does not affe& our-
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felves, and touches others only, we can
endure It.

| EmiILy.

No, Mamma, that is not what I was
going to fay.  _

Mo THER.
What then?
EMiILy.
' Muft moral always convey reproaches?

Mo THER.

No. It may warn us of a danger be-
fore we have committed the folly that
leads to it.

Eviry.
I have no diflike to it then.

Mot H ER.
We fhall fee whether the moral of my
tale pleafe you.
EmiLyv.
Is your tale a very pretty one:
MoTHER.
You will judge of that. As we walk,
I will relate to you the adventures of
two little gentlemen; and you will tell
me what you think of their conduct.
EMiLy.
That T promife you I will. Were
they very amiable and good ?
Rz
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MoTHER. ,
You will fee. T.et us go this way.
The road is pleafant, and we thall meet
none to interrupt us, :

Evicvy.
Well, Mamma ?
MoTHER,

Well, my child! I was acquainted,
when in the country, with the fathers of
two families, of a middling, though re-
putable ftation in life, and in good cir-
cumftances. They had each a fon.

E'm ey,
Mamma, it is a good beginning.

MoTHER.
I am happy you think fo, my child.

EMivrvy.
And they had each a fon then?

MorTHER.

Thefe two young perfons were friends,
according to the example of their pa-
rents ; or rather they were acquaintance;
for as each of them had a high opinion
of his own merit, they had not much
confidence in each other.
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EMiLy.

So! fo!
Mo THER.

One day they feparately formed a
fcheme of quitting their paternal habita-
tion; and, without communicating their
defign to each other, they refolved to
make their efcape, and feek their for-
tunes at Paris.

EmiLvy. &03

Their paternal habitation means their
father’s houfe, does it not?

MoTHER.

Yes.

EMiLy.

What! did they go without leave?
That was very wrong. And quite alone
too? They muft have been fools. What
did they wanttodo? '

MoOTHER.
What will ftill more furprife you is,
that they had each a particulafireafon to
induce them to ftay at home.

EmILy.
What was it, Mamma ?
Mot ‘H}B R o890
One of them was deaf; and the other,

R 3
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though not abfolutely blind, could {carce-
ly {ee his way.
Emiwy.
Oh! poor children !
Mortuzr.

It would have been expedient to have
remedied thefe misfortunes before they
began their journey; for thofe who liver
in the world want their eyes and ears
too. |

Emriwy.

Indeed, I believe fo. I dare fay thofe
two little gentlemen were not worth
much, were they, Mamma ?

MorTuer.

You determine haftily.  Should you
like others to condemn your conduét and
charaéter, on account of a whim that
came acrofs your mind for an inftant ?

Emrivy.

No, Mamma.

o MoraER.

Stay then, till you be informed of
their ftory, before you form an opinion
of them ; and if it cannot but be to thejr
difadvantage, you would do very right
to fuppofe their errors had been ex-
aggerated. _
. EmMrry,

Why {0, Mamma?
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MoTHER.

Are you not of opinion, that we cam
never know the fitvation of others {o
well as our own? :

Fa i L.

I believe fo, Mamma.

MO T ELE Ber 1 o 5.2

We muft therefore judge of their actions
with great referve and indulgence, be-
caufe we are unacquainted with what
they can fay in their excufe.

EmiILy.

That feems to be juft.

MoTHER.

And efpecially to reflect and examine
a long time before we condemn. Should
you not like people to act in that man-
ner toward you?

EMmrvy.

To be fure, Mamma. So I will fuf~
pend my judgment. It is the fhortefk
way. \

MoTHER.
And the beft.
EMiry.
Well, what did they do next?
MoTHER. |

Though their infirmity, at firft of no

ereat confequence, daily increaled, yet
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it hindered not theiriproje®. Youth is
headftrong, and fubmits to advice with
tmpatience. It doubts of nothing. Ima-
gination promifes fuccefs; and reafon is
moft commonly the laft thing confulted.

EMILy.
That is the moral. Do you fay that
for me, Mamma ?

MorTHER.

Itis fo in my tale, for the ufe of all
thofe perfons who love to confult their
reafon, and who find their account in is,

EMmizy.

Perhaps reafon is like confcience, Does
it {peak alfo?

MotTuEzr. 4 -

To refle€t on the advice we receive
and follow it, when we find it to be good,
i5 to liften to reafon. But that was not
the cuftom of Mercourt, for that was the
name of the deaf man,

EmMiLvy.
Oh! T wanted fadly to know his name.
I am glad he is no acquaintance of mine.

MoruER.
What fhall I do, faid he, at my ifa-
ther’s? Can I here hope for a lot worthy of
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me ? Tam tall and well made; I have
merit and wit. Shall I live unknown!
and under the pretence, that I am a little
hard of hearing? Do they think to
confine me to an obfcure life? They
reproach me for my deafnefs, that they
may refufe me the information I require;
but I can do without it. I will no longer
lofe my time in aftking queftions; and I
can find my way alone.

EmrILy,

Mr. Merconrt has a very good opiniomn
of himfelf. He will not lofe his time,
indeed !

MoTHER.

I know fome who though they do not

fay fo, act in the fame manner.

EMmiry.

Who are they, Mamma 2

MoTHER.

Thofe who do not-improve by good
advice. It is juft the fame as faying, they
will not lofe their time in liftening to it.

EMrry.
- I hope I do not know any fuch per-
fons ?
MorTHER.
Thofe perfons are frequently apt tg
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condemn in others the very faults they
themfelves are guilty of, without ap-
pearing to know it.
EMirvy.
I underftand you, Mamma.
MoTHER.

As to Mercourt, he could not hear,
therefore he was perfuaded no one ever
Ipoke to him; he made a jeft of the
infirmity of his companion, and perceiy-
ed not his own. If I were blind, faid he,
I thould not complain of being negle@-
ed. Without eyes one is good for no-
thing. My poor blind friend knows no-
thing but what I have taught him; and
he cannot flatter himfelf that he will
ever be any wifer.  This misfortune
moreover cannot be concealed; mine
ealily may. Nature has made me amends
by an uncommon depth of underftanding.
I will engage that the greateft part of my
acquaintance have not yet pérceived my
pretended deafnefs. There is a way of
taking part in every thing without com-
prehending any thing at all. A fmile, a
nod ; one word properly thrown in, ac-
cording to the air and gefture of thofe
who are talkingy has-given me the repu-
tation of being a very difcerning lad,
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' EMvrLy.

He did juft like Mr. Gobemonche.

MoTHER.

Exaltly. I have often feen, continued
he, the graveft perfons laugh at my jokes;
and the only thing I can reproach my
deafnefs for, is, that I have not always
heard the praifes beftowed on me,

EMmrvy.
What a droll creature ! I dare fay he
made many a quiproquo.

MotTHuER.
Do you know the meaning of a qui«
proquo ¢
EMmiry. ‘
Yes, Mamma. It is'a kind of 4«4/,

MoTHER.
And whatis a sull ?

EMitvy.

It 1s faying a thing that is not what one
fays.

MorTHER.
You may perhaps think your expla-
nation very clear, You muft try to ex-
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refs yourfelf with more precifion. You
Enow I am not quick of apprehenfion.
EmiLvy.
Oh! Mamma; you underftand very
swell what I mean. 7 |
MoTHER.
Suppofe that to be the cafe, I thould
not be the better fatisfied. Since we {peak
only to be underftood, methinks we
ought to accuftom ourfelves to fpeak
with clearnefs, purity, and precifion. I
fee neither of thofe qualities in your
explanation. ‘

EmMivy.

Well then, Mamma, I mean when you
fay one thing, and I make a miftake and
think I hear another, and reply accord-
ingly. _

MoTHER. :

That is fomewhat more intelligible.
Let us fee. Perhaps an example will
convey your idea more forcibly.

EMriLy.

Then, Mamma, if you were to fay, for
example, or any other perfon, fpeaking
of me; There is a young lady who will do
honour to ber education ; and another young
lady paffing by, and thinking you were

fpeaking of her, thould fay, making a
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curtely, Madam, you are very obliging ;
that would be a guiprogwo, would it not,
Mamma ?

MorTHER.

Or if it had been faid of her, and you
had made the curtefy, the guiproguo, or
the miftake would have been yours.

Emivy.

Oh! yes! But I thould not have made
a curtely.

MoTHER.

Why not ¢

Emitvy.

Becaufe I believe we ought not to be {o

ready to apply praife to ourfelves.
MoTHER..

You are right. It is better really to
deferve it, than too eafily to believe it
our due.

Emitvy.

But our ftory, Mamma ?

MoTtHER.

A propos!---While Mercour? employed
himfelf in his project, Sainville (that was
the name of the blind man) held council
on his fide. The deafnefs of my neigh-
bour, faid he, troubles me; he will be
obliged to pafs his life at his father’s,

What can a deaf man do in the world ?
Vou. I, S |
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EMiwLy.

So then! Here is another who fees
the defes of his neighbour, and, I dare
fay, {ees not his own, »

MoTHER.

That may be. As to me, faid he,
though I am a little weak-fighted, I have
made myfelf amends by liftening with all
my ears, I have memory; I have ac-
quired knowledge ; Mercours is proud
and opinionated ; I am docile, and eafily
fubmit to the will of others, By that
mean, I have difcovered the fecret of
making ufe of their eyes. They fee for
me, and fave me the trouble of acting
for myfelf. . With the affiftance of good
guides, I fhall always get out of diffi-
culties. We may rely on the affiftance
of others when we place a confidence in
them.

Eastinty,

Hem!

MorTusnRr.

Their plan thus fixed, they were not
long before they put it in execution,
Quutting, without ceremony, their pater-
nal habitation, they each took a different
road, the blind man led by a guide, and
the deaf one relying on his own merit,



Con. IX. o T A, Y B 5 : 207

EmiLy.

Ah! now we fhall fee what will be-

come of them.
MoTHER.

- The firft day Sainville accufed his guide
of having chofen the longeft and worft
road ; but arriving in the evening at the
city, where they were to take places in a
ftage-coach, he reproached himfelf for
his want of confidence in his fellow-crea-
tures, and was vexed to have thought
unkindly of his conduétor. As his {ole
employment during the journey was get-
ting into the coach in the morning, “and
out of it at night, he was confirmed in

the idea, that in a country where a police
1s eftablithed, people might do very well
without their eyes.

EMiLy.

What do you mean by a country where

the police 1s eftablifhed ?
MoTHER.

It'is a country where every one lives
in {ecurity, without fearing left his
neighbour fhould break through and in-
terrupt good order.

Ecioia

The order of whom?

S 2
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Mozuzer.

The public orders the good order,
So we call that peace and tranquillity,
which are the refult of good laws, and of
the vigilance and cares of thofe who
govern,

EMiLvy,

What! are we governed? I never fup-
pofed that,

MorTHER.

Becaufe at your age you neither think
of the evil you are fhielded from, nor
the fource whence flow your bleffings.
Yet we were talking the other day of the
King and his Minifters,

By,

And {o we were---But there is {fome.
thing I do not underftand. Pray,
Mamma, tell me what the King and his
Minifters have to do with what we were
Juit now talking of ?

Mot HER.

I afk you. To whom did you com-

pare the King ?
EMrvvy.

Oh! now I know. He is the father

of a large family.
MorTuer.

What are the employments of a father

of a family?
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EmiLy.

He governs every thing.

MoTHER.

And by {o doing, he prefcribes to each
his duties, he eftablithes rules of con-
du&; fo that peace and order reign in
his houfe.

EmiIvy.
That 1s what you call police then.
Mo THER.

It 1s called police, and government ;
and we fay, that a ftate is well or ill
governed, the police of a city is either
good or bad, according to its laws; or
that good laws are there in force, or
neglected. In every city, there is a ma-
giftrate, who 1s called in France the
Lieutenant of the Police, who is charged
with the care of watching over the public
fecurity, as well as that of individuals,
and confequently, to punifh thofe who
feek to difturb it: fuch as robbers, for
example.

EMmrILvy.

I have often heard talk of robbers,

What harm do they ?
Mot HER.

They feize, either by force or cunning,

what does not belong to them: Now, as
S 3 "
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the firft law of fociety requires that every
one fhould enjoy in fecurity and peace,
that which belongs to him; you may
fuppofe theft is one of the moft liable to
punithment; and that it ought to be fe-
verely curbed by the laws,

EMiLy. |

What were you faying, Mamma, about
Mr. Sainville ?---1 do not remember,

MoTHER.

I was faying, that he was of opinion,
no one wanted eyes in a well governed
country.

EMiLy,

Why fo?

Mo T uER.

Becaufe, faid he, it would be even
troublefome to have good ones. I thould
then be obliged to make ufe of them in
the fervice of thofe who, like me, are a
little weak-fighted; and who are far from
being fo miferable as is generally fup-
pofed, fince they are exempt from many
cares.

EMmiLv.
- He muft have been very indolent.
Mo T uER.

With thefe refle&ions, he one day
thought proper to continue his journey

n foot, intending to overtake the coach at
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the inn where it was to ftop to dine. He
was provided with a guide. He marched
gaily along, without dread of accidents,
liftening to the difcourfe of his conduétor,
who talked without intermiflion. He
went on {o long, that Sainville concluded
by his fatigue they muft have walked a
great way. The guide had never been
that road before, and did not very well
know where they were; but perceiving
fome houfes, he was in hopes he fhould
there learn the right road.
BEwmirvly. |

1 forefee, Mamma, that Sainville will

come to an untimely end.
Mo T HER. :

~ In that cafe I will abridge my ftory.
When they reached the hamlet, they
found they had wandered out of the wa
above four leagues. They fortunately
met with a good old man, who being
unacquainted with the imprudence of the
blind man, and believing him to be
under the neceflity of travelling, took
pity on him, kept him to dinner, dif-
miffed his ignorant and carelefls guide,
and fent his own fon with him, before
night came on, to the town where the
diligence was to ftop, '
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EMirv.
How kind that was in the old man !
Mo T HER.
. His{on, who had a good education,
foon perceived the levity and imprudence
of Sainville. He thought it his duty to
give him fome good advice, which at
firft was fomewhat irkfome to Szinville 5
he regretted the lofs of his firft con-
ductor, who, in leading him out of the
way, had amufed him very agreeably by
his difcourfe : yet as quickly conforming
to the manners of his new companion, he
difcovered in him a profound underftand-
ing, and was delighted with his morality.
EmMriry.

Come, come, perhaps he will improve
by it.

Mot HER.

You will fee. Having overtaken the
coach by the care of this good young
man,---you perhaps will conclude he was,
for fome time at leaft, difgufted with
travelling on foot; but you are miftaken.
The company in the coach was not very

leafing; and in that refpe, he might
think rightly. It is rather agreeable,
faid he, to put myfelf in the way of
meeting with fome little adventures; it
varics the dull uniformity of life; and
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one can always fecure one’s place in the
diligence at night; he therefore fet out
again the third day on foot, and made
choice of another guide, with his ufual
prudence. He, more fpeedily than the
others, infinuated himfelf into the good
graces of Sainville, by exprefling a gre%t
regard for him, by withing to be n-
formed of his intentions, and entering into
them in the moft minute manner ; and,_
in thort, was defirous of knowing what
money he had provided for his journey.
B ws g i

I think Mr. Sainville is more fortunate

than prudent with his guides.
MorTHER.

This is rather a dangerous road, faid
he ; the diligence has been attacked here
more than once by highwaymen; you
are very imprudent to carry your money
yourfelf. If we fhould meet with any
difagreeable company you cannot de-
fend yourfelf; but having nothing about
you, no mifchief can befal you; and be-
fore they could obferve me, I thould be
far enough off, and fave your money ;
after which, I would afk for affiftance at
the firft place I came to, and fly to your
relief, though indeed you would want
none;; for thieves do not lofe time with
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thofe who have nothing ; and I thould
only have the trouble of coming to meet
you.  Sainville could not help exprefling
his admiration at fuch fore-thought. Is
1t poflible, exclaimed he, that my guides
were not ftruck by fo apparent a danger,
and that they thould have expofed me
by their imprudence to lofe all I have
If I have preferved my money, I am not
obliged to them for it. He haftened to
place it in the hands of his new friend,
telling him, at the fame time, that he
had a bill fewed in the lining of his
waiftcoat, in cafe of accidents,
Evivvy.

He grows more prudent. Well! bet-
ter late than never.

Mo TuER.

The guide applauded his prudence
and, a few moments after, warned him,
that a broad rivulet impeded their pro-
grefs.  We muft undrefs, faid he. =1 will
firft carry over your cloaths, and then
come back and condué you to the other
fide.  Sainville approved the plan, un-
dreflfed himfelf without hefitation, which
he had no fooner done, than he found
himfelf feized, and plunged into a deep
river. Terror and danger deprived him
of his fenfes, which he did not recover
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for a long time, when he found himfelf
in the cottage of fome fithermen, to whom
he owed the affiftance that had preferved
his life. :

Emicy.

Oh'! Mamma ! I did not expeét fuch
treachery. Poor young man, how I pity
him ! i

MoTHER.

He continued a long time 1ll, and had
leifure to reflect on the wickednefs of
thofe people who hawve the ufe of their
eyes. Thefe reflections produced in him
a diflike to travelling; and when he had
recovered his ftrength, he folicited and
obtained pardon for his flight; for which
his father concluded, he had been fuf-
ficiently punifhed. At his return home,
he adopted, during life, the three fol-
lowing maxims ; firft, that the choice of
a conductor 1s a very difficult tafk ; but,:
at the fame time, very neceffary for a
blind man. The fecond, that when there
is no doing without, it is better to ftay
at home. The third, that when once
provided with a good guide, it is wrong
ever to quit him.

EmrIvy.

Oh! I underftand you, Mamma; that

15 the moral of your ftory. Fortunately,
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‘you know, Mamma, I am not fond of
travelling, and I promife you I fhall
never travel alone, though I have two
 good eyes.

MoTHER.

You may travel without moving from
your chair.

Emivy,

How {fo, Mamma?

Mo THER.

Do you not look on life as a journey?
You fet out from one point the moment
of your birth; every day, every hour,
every inftant, leads you to another point,
in which you will ceafe to live! ~ You
{ee you are not two minutes at the fame
point; and that you inceffantly journey
on, though you do not change your place.

EMivy.

Very true, Mamma! It is ftrange I

never thought of that before.
Mo T HER.

And do you imagine, my love, that in
undertaking {o important a journey, it is
poflible to do without an enlightened,
and fteady guide ? Are you very certain
that you have two good eyes ?

MILY.

By which you mean, Mamma, that one

ftands in need continually, do you not?
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Mo T HER.

What ufe do you fuppofe advice to be
of ?

EMiLy.

Why, to conduét ourfelves with pro-
priety; to prevent us from committing
errors, and to learn what we do not al-
ready know.

MoTHER. :

You muft be fenfible, that thofe who
have travelled a part of the way, are
better informed than thofe who have but
juft begun their career. They have ac-
quired experience, and muft therefore
be of great ufe to young perfons, who
can have none; and when experience is
united to a penetrating and reflecting
underftanding, happy are thofe who meet
with, and profit by it.

EmMrry.

Yes, it 1s very convenient.

MorT H ER.

Convenient! not fo much fo as you
fuppofe.

EMILY.

Indeed it is. ‘We hear good counfel,
and follow it ; that is all.

Mot1HER.
How are you to know it 1s good? |

Nox, I ok
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EMiL v
That may be feen, I fuppofe.

Mo THER.

Then perhaps, every counfel bears
with it an infcription, thus: 7 am good ;
or thus; 7 am bad.

: EMiry.
Now, Mamma, you are pleafed to
make a’jeft of me.

MoTHuER. ,
. I take not that liberty; but I have
frequently heard, that it requires no
fmall judgment to diftinguith between
good and bad counfel; that to do fo, it
is needful to have been in the habit of
examining and reflecting; it is not there-
fore an affair of convenience or idlenefs,
which induces us to follow good counfel,
You have feen, that it is of the greateft
importance not to miftake it. Sainville
receives from his young conduétor very
good counfels; he adopts them without
refleCtion, and confequently they are
immediately forgotten. - The next hour
he liftens to pernicious counfels, which
he thinks excellent, and fo does my
Emily; he follows them, and falls a victim
to them.
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oM T
 Give me leave to afk you one quef-
tion, Mamma.
MoTHER.
What is 1t ?
EMriLvy. |
Did you not change the end of your
tale to deceive me; "or did it really hap-
pen fo?
MoTHER.
What! do you fufpe&t me of falfifying
the ftory?
EMievi
Yes, to déceive me.

MoTHER.

What! do you fuppofe I would almoft
drown, and make an end of poor Sain-
ville, to deceive you; becaufe he was
blind and thoughtlefs ?

EMmivy.
Well! heis now quite reformed.

MorTHER.
That is the only advantage attending
errors; they work a better, and more
lafting reformation, than counfel can do.

Emirv.
Yes! for they teach experience; do
they not?
3L
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MoTuEeR.

Alk Sainville. No one could ever
prevail on him to undertake a fecond
journey. _

EMiivy.

What will you do with Merconrt,
Mamma ?

MorTuszr.

A-propos. T had forgotten where we lefe
him.  We muft, before we return from
our walk, at leaft contrive not to leave
him in the highway.

EvmiLvy. ,
It 1s his own fault if he be there,

MorTHwuEznr.

He travelled on horfeback. The firft
day paffed without accidents. In the
evening, arriving at a fmall town, he
took up his abode, for the night, at an
inn.  The people there afked his plea-
fure, but obtained no reply. | Mercourt
liked not to be queftioned.

Fmrivy,
I dare fay he did not, he was deaf.
Mo T rER. -
To avoid them, he difpatched his fup-
per, and fent away the attendants.
When alone, he, as ufual, amufed him-
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felf with building caftles in the air. He

fat up late. When he thought of going to-

bed, he difcovered he had not his cloaths.
: el EmMiLvy. ‘

He could not want them as he was
going to-bed.

Mo T HER.

He could not do very well without his
night-cap.

EMmiLvy.
Where was it then?
Mo THER.
In his port-manteau.
EMiLvy.
And where was his port-manteau?
Mo T HER.
- It had remained on the faddle, and
was left in the ftable.
EmiLvy.
How unfortunate !
MoT HER.

The whole houfe was' gone to reft.
e was obliged to go down to fetch
what he wanted. The wind prefently
blew out his candle. In the dark he
ftruck himfelf feveral times, and made
fo much noife, that he awoke the fer-
vants, who cried outy Who is that 2 but
no one anfwered.

T3
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: EmiIvy,
- Ah! I know why.
MoTHER.

The people thinking they had to do
with a robber, a&ed accordingly, and
dealt their blows on the right and on the
left.  Mercourt, fadly bruifed, at length
found, though not without great difficul-
ty, the caufe of fuch ftrange treatment.

; EMinvy.

What! did they beat him ?

MoTHnER.
They took that liberty.
EMiLy.
But it was very wrong.
MoTHuER.

Do you fuppofe the fervants at an inn
of reputation, would fuffer the effefts of
a ftranger to be touched, who, as they
thought, was faft afleep in his bed ?
They concluded he muft be a thief, and
beat him foundly.

i EMriouy.

But, when they faw who it was, they

were very forry to be fure ?
MoTHER.

Perhaps they were; but the man was
beaten; and they, even while alking his
pardon, laughed at the adventure,
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, EMiLy.

What became of Mercourt 2

Mo T HER.

The following day, he purfued his
journey, fomewhat out of temper, con-
cluding, the fervants at inns to be low-
bred people, and without education.

EmiLy.

And thofe who are deaf ?---

Mo THER.

To be very confiderate. perfons, and

full of penetration.
Emrry.

1 dare fay, fome misfortune will befal
him ?

MoTHER.

Chance befriended him for {fome days.
He committed but few blunders, afked
many queftions, was fortunate in- his
gueffes, and flattered himfelf more than
once, he could hear as well as others.
The fourth day of his journey, the in-
habitants of a remote hamlet” informed
him, that he had wandered from the
dire& road; and advifed him to regain
it fpeedily, to efcape a gang of highway-
men who infefted their neighbourhood.
Mercourt, according to cuftom, tool this
advice for a compliment, and applauding
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himfelf for his talent of guefling, heartily
thanked the good people, who, on their
part, imagined he had perfectly under-
ftood them.

MR EMmivy.

- What a droll creature ! to take advice
for a compliment---Mamma, I am tired 5
fhall we fit down ?

MoTHuER.

Wich ‘all my et 0 Foalfo: am tired
of the deaf man, and will get him off
my hands dire&tly. He entered a wood,
and was immediately attacked. None
are fo deaf but they ‘can underftand the
language of robbers.

Evmriry.
How do they talk then ?

. MorTHER.

They do not talk much; they fearch
people’s pockets without ceremony. Mer-
court was flripped.  This adventure af.
flited him, and he now began to make
{fome {enfible refle€tions; but they were
melancholy ones. His horfe and purfe
“were gone; and he was obliged to travel
on foot, and without money.

Emrirvy.
- He could not go far,
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"MoTHER.
He arrived, however, at Paris, thougls
exhaufted with hunger and fatigue.
EmiLy.
What will the poor man do there?
MoTHER.

He will not remain there long. 1 know
not what chance led him to the Pont-neuf,
where he ftopped, and leaned with a
melancholy air, on a large ftick, which
he had picked up in the wood, after his
misfortune.  This is then, faid he, the
famous city of Paris! 1 did not think
to make fo poor a figure here. Being a
handfome man, tall, and well made, he
was remarked by another goed-looking
man, who approached him, and began
a converfation. ~ Mercoyrt related to him
his misfortune. ~ The ftranger confoled
him. . Follow me, added he, it fhall
not be faid that a worthy man lives in
indigence, after he is acquainted with
me.

EMviILy.

Mamma, there are, however, good

people in the world ?
MoTHE R.

He advifed Mercourt to be cheerful,
conducted him to his inn, gave him a
fupper, which he greatly wanted ; made
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him drink the King’s health ; defired him
to give him his name in writing, that he

might be ufeful to him when an oppor
tunity offered. Moteover, he lent him
ten crowns; becaufe at Paris, there is
no doing without money; and now be-
hold the deaf man lifted in the King’s
fervice |

Emrcy,
How lifted ?
MorHer,

Lifted as a foldier. The ftranger was
one of thofe, who, by cunning and fur-
prife, get recruits for the army.

" Esrriy, } .

Mamma, that is very wicked. Are
there fuch perfons ?

Mormuczr. |

They fay fo. T am now come to the
conclufion. The next day, Mercours
was fent, with other recruits, to the re-
giment.  When there, " he was taught
the exercife. He adted the deaf man,

EMiLry.
He really was fo, Mamma,
Moruexr,

No one would believe it. They had
lately difcovered a fpeedy method of
teaching the exercife,
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B MY g
What was that ?
MoTHER.
By blows.
Emriry.
It was a very unpleafant method.

MoTHER.

It was made ufe of only to thofe who
affetted to be deaf. By its mean, Mer-
conrt made a great progrefs in a fhort
time. He was grown quite dexterous,
when his Captain returned from his leave
of abfence.

Eovpr v

What is leave of abfence?

MoTHER. :

This officer had been abfent fix
months, which, in time of peace, is al-
lowed to officers, each 1n his turn, to at-
tend their private concerns. The fer-'
jeant was eager to fhew his captain the
handfome recruit, who had no other
fault than that of being deaf.

EMiwLvy.
Did the uniform become him ?

Mo THER.
Extremely well.  No fooner did the



228 CONVERSATIONS Con. IX,

Captain caft his eyes on him, than he
exclaimed, What! unbappy wretch, is it
you? :

EmMrILy.

How now ? »
. MoTHER,

‘The officer was his countryman, and a
friend to his father. He had paffed his
leave of abfence in the town, and been
witnefs to the grief the good man fuf-
fered on account of his flight. He haf-
tened to reftore the fon to the afflicted
father; and, after hearing the whole of
his adventures, congratulated 'his friend
on again finding a fon, who was affuredly
rendered better and more wife by his
travels.
: EmMivy.

Yes, for he had learned the exercife.
But Mamma, here is another conclufion
I did not expect.

MoTHER.

How do you like the ftory ?

Evrwyv.

Your double ftory. It is very pretty,
Mammaj; very moral; and I believe
many refletions may be drawn from it;
but I think i1t is melancholy; and me-
thinks that I fhall not recollet it with
any pleafure.
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MoTHER. {
You are right. It is affeting to con-
fider human nature on the fide of its
imperfections, and the misfortunes that
arife from them. It is a melancholy
fpeGacle. It is much more pleafant and
confolatory to hear a recital of noble,
great, and elevated actions. It exalts the

foul, and renders exiftence dear to us.

EMiILy.
Where can we find thofe recitals?

MoTHER.

In hiftory.

EMILY.

In hiftory! The other day Mr. Sru-
clair told you, that hiftory was difgufting,
on account of the crimes it related; thefe
were his own words, I remember.

MoT HER. |

Hiftory is the faithful mirror of all

the good and 1l that has been done in

the world. We have only to draw a veil

over the ill, and look for the beautiful,

the noble, the great, and the pleafing:
it is then a certain fource of pleafure.

EMiILy.
And when fhall we look for it ?
ot U
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" Moraer:

All in good time. When you fhall
have acquired ftrength of body, we will
turn our thoughts toward the ftrengthen-
ing your mind.

Emivy,
Let us make hafte then to do it,
MorTHEr.
If you be refted, we will now return,
EMiyy.

I promife you, Mamma, I thall eaf

my fupper with a good appetite,
OTHER,

This is our road.

EMivy.

Look, Mamma! how thofe children
run.

MorHuznr.

They are, I believe, the children of
our good neighbour, NviZ. Run after
them, but foftly and lightly as the
breeze that whiftles in your ear. If you
catch them before they perceive you, I
will give you, as a reward, Noél’s lamb,
which you have been {o long teazing me
to buy for you.

EMiLy.

Ah! my dear Plaid! 1 thall have

thee at laft!
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TENTH CONVERSATION.
Lo P2

EMiLy.

Am you are come at laft! How do
you do, my dear Mamma? How glad
I am to fee you again! How do you do
now? are you better than’ you were juft
now? I fee it in your look; and I could
jump for joy. Indeed I cannot endure
to fee you in pdin. It is more than 1
can bear: put that down in your pocket-
book; do not forgetit. You fent me
to the Tuileries; well! T have been; and
there I faw a very extraordinary fight.

MotTHER.

Pray what was it ?

| EMizx;

A young lady finely drefled, not taller
than I, who kept looking at her fleeve-
knots ; firft turning her eyes to the right,
and then to the left.

16l
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Mot uER.
I cannot fay I expe@ed to hear an
event of fuch importance,

EMiILy,
She looked at nothing elfe ; every
body laughed, and made game of her.

MorTHuER.

What! were all the company taken up
with thefe fame fleeve-knots? ~ You may
well boaft of having feen {fomething ex-
traordinary.

EmrIvy.
Well! the did not perceive it.

Moruzr.

She thought only of her fleeve-knots.
Were you of the number of thofe who
laughed ?

Emivy.

To tell you the truth, T faw nothing
very laughable in it; but I heard every
body near me fay, It was very ridi-
culous,

MorTHER.

What is ridiculous is not always
laughable. Do you know the young
lady with the fleeve-knots ?
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EMILy.

No, Mamma, I do not know her, nei-
ther does my Governefs. But Mifs
Solanges’ Governefs, whom we met in
our walk, faid, the muft certainly be the
daughter of fome fervant or other, whofe
miftrefs had her dreffed up for her diver-
fion; becaufe, if fhe had been a young
lady of family, fhe would not have been
fo taken up with herdrefs, and her fleeve-
knots.

MoT HER.
A very fine fenfible obfervation truly.

i g s

Then turning directly to her pupil, the
faid, in a very {evere tone, 2on, Mifs are
Jill worfe, for you fee plain enough, when
you are langhed at, but you do not Irouble
your head about ity and always go on in the
[fame way.

‘Mo HER.

After fo fhrewd an obfervation, we
have here a leffon of morality moft pro-
perly inculcated. How do you like the
moral and the obfervation ?

i gt
You know, Mamma, it is contrary to
U3

/
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my principles to reprove children before
folk, in that manner. It cannot be ve
pleafing to thofe to whom it is addrefled,
nor to thofe who may happen to hear it.
I believe, Mifs Solanges thinks as I do
in that refpec.

MoTHER.
Unlefs fhe be what her Governefs
defcribes her, equally infenfible to praife
and difapprobation.

Emirvy.

That would be a pity, Difapproba-
tion is the oppofite to approbation, is it
not?

j MoTHER.

Yes. It means blame or criticifim,
But did you, my dear, think of your
fleeve-knots at the fame time ?

Ewvivy. :
How could I, Mamma? You fee I ;
wear none with a Jeverte.

MoTueRr,

I thought no one was without them ;
that 1s to fay, without faults or follies ;
and that we ought to imitate the young
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lady, and keep our eyes fixed upon
them.
; EmMrry.

Oh! you take it in that fenfe. You
are very droll, my dear Mamma, with
your fleeve-knots.

MoTHER,

I am of opinion, that were every one
to keep their eyes conftantly fixed on
their own, they would not fo foon dif-
cover thofe of others, and we fhould all
be the better for it.

EMicvy.
That brings to my mind the fable of
the Satchel. o
MorT HER.
What fays the fable ?
Emd 10 v

I mean, that i which all the ammals :

are fo pleafed with their own figures.

MoTHER.
They all think themfelves perfe&, and
criticife their companions: I with I could
recollet the laft lines.

Emivy.
Faults, which in us, fcarce ftrike our partial eye,
Appear in others, crimes of deepeft die ;
Great Fove to man two fatchels has aflign’d
The one before, the other plac’d behind ;
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Our neighbours faults are in the former fhewn,
The latter from our view conceals our own,

MoTHER. :

Here the fleeve-knots are transformed
into fatchels. Your Jevesze did not pre-
vent your carrying your fatchels to the
T uileries.

EMmiLyvy,
Yes, yes! I underftand you, Mamma.

NLo iy m.p.

And which of them did you bring
back the beft furnithed, the latter or the
former?

IR g

Indeed, Mamma, I was in fuch hafte
to return to you, that I did not pay any
attention to that.

Mo rTHER.
As T made you wait a little, I thought *
you might have had leifure to examine
them.
Emririy.
I will in the evening.

MorTuER.
And that you may fee the clearer, in-
vite your confcience to be of the party.
I think you bave not conferred with it 2
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long time. It is a good thing to confult
it frequently; none can fee fo far into 2
fatchel as conicience.

Evipn

Well, my dear Mamma ! this very
evening, aflited by my confcience, I
will make a thorough fettling of my two
fatchels; all that I find in the hindermoft
I will put in the foremoft; and I will
furnith the hindermoft with the contents
of the foremoft.

MoTHER.

Should you effe¢t fuch an arrange-
ment, I fhall efteem you greatly; and
you will befide, find your account in it.
But the fatchel will daily grow lighter;
you will {carcely put any thing in the
fatchel that contains the defeéts of others,
becaufe you will not trouble yourfelf with
them; and you will infenfibly diminifh
your own, becaufe having them conti-
nually before your eyes, you will endea-
vour to get rid of them.

| 0 AR

If that thould come to pafs, no ar-
rangement could ever turn to greater
advantage.

MoOTHER. |

What delights me in it is, that I thall
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to-morrow morning perceive whether this
arrangement have taken place.

Evrivvy.

So far, my dear Mamma, you have
only made your obfervations on my ftory;
and I plainly fee, that you have been
laughing at me; but now tell me feri-
oufly, how you like it, and what you
think of the young lady. »

MoTHER.

I think nothing about it. She had,
perhaps particular motives, unknown to
us, for looking firft on the right, and
then on the left; perhaps too, fhe has a
weak and empty head, incapable of being
employed on any thing more worthy
than her fleeve knots. But what is all
this to me ? and why do you wifh me to
dwell on fuch follies? Had we gone
together to the Twileries, 1 will engage
fhe would have paffed and repafied
twenty times, without being obferved
Dy me or you either perhaps,

Emiry,
That may be; yet as every body lack-
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ed that way, we could not help looking
alfos
MoTHER.

Your account of the condult of the
company appears to me much more fin-
gular than that of the young lady. You
muft acknowledge, ‘their heads muft at
leaft be as empty as her own, to attend
to fo frivolous an obje&, and fo little
worth their attention. It appeared fo
very extraordinary, that I was led to be-
lieve for a moment, that the whole com-
pany confifted only of Mifs Solanges,
Emily, and their two Governefles.

EMiry.

No, I affure you, Mamma, that half

the walk leoked at, and talked of it,
MoTHER.

Then fhe muft have had in her perfon,
or look, fomething particular, that gave
an original and comic turn to an action
in itfelf flat and infipid. But do you
find any great pleafure in amufing your-
felf with the follies of others ?

EMmrwvy.

I, Mamma! none at all. I own to

you, I thought it very dull.
MorTHER.

- And fo do I, unlefs my own follies, or
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thofe of my intimate friends, fuch as

Emily, for example, are in queftion,

then I can divert myfelf very well with

them. ;
EmiILv.

Oh! yes, I know that; but it is for
my lmprovement.

MoTHER.

I fpeak of all my intimate friends, and
of myfelf; but for thofe who are indif-
ferent, or ftrangers to me, I own I have
not leifure to think of their defelts.

EMiLy.
I think in future I fhall not have any
for them neither:

MoTHER.

Are you not of opinion, that it re-
quires an equal portion of fenfe, difcern-
ment, and feeling, to find out the great
and good qualities of any one, as to dif-
cover their follies ?

EMiLy.
What is your opinion, Mamma ?

MoT HER.

I am the more fully convinced of it,
as having feen perfons of very common
capacities, and confined underftandings,
difplay the ridiculous parts of a charac-
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ter in the higheft perfeétion; and I have
had more than once the opportunity of
remarking, that one of the properties of
an enhghtened and penctrating under-
ftanding and genius, in fine of real
fenfe, 1s to penetrate the exterior, and
difcover worth and merit; and that men
of a certain caft, think the imperfeftions
of others unworthy either their ferious,
or cheerful thoughts.

EMriLy.
Does not property mean quality ¢
(N :
Mo THERs
Yes, my dear.

Emir v ;
Indeed, I believe, there muit be more
pleafure 1n thinking of good than evil,

Mo® sy s
And more merit teo, becaufe our im=
perfections firike at furft fight every ‘be-
holder, while modeﬁy draws its veil over
the' good, the great; the noble, and ‘the
touchmor quahtles of the foul.

- Eomain vy
I will take off its veil, if I can. But,
Yor. <l : X
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Mamma, what do you think of the con-
duct of Mifs Solanges’ Governefs ?

MoTHER.
~ I leave that care to Mrs. Solanges.

Bimnsv.
ThenI will not trouble myfelf about
it neither. At leaft you do not ap-
prove her fharp language ?

Mo T HER.

Neither does any one elfe, I fuppofe.
Yet, before we condemn her, we ought
to know how far Mifs Solanges is ac-
cuftomed to exercife her patlence ;o
thould the continually abufe it, we can-
not be aftonithed if the ftock of the poor
Governefs thould be exhaufted.

EMitvy.
Well! that is true to be fure.

MoTHER.

I am of opinion, that a young lady,
habitually indocile and froward, may
change the difpofition of a crood Go-
vernefs, and, in time, transform her into
2 very bad one.

EmMivy.
How can that be? It muft be juft
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the reverfe. The Governefs ought to
change the bad difpofition of the child.

MoTHER.

It is the purpofe of education; but
unfortunately our Governefles are not
qualified, inftruéted, or educated in fuch
a manner as to accomplith fo difficult
a tafk, or to fecure us a perfect model
to thofe young perfons entrufted to their
care.

EMiLy.

So much the worfe, Mamma, {fo much
the worfe.

MoTHER.

Granted; but it does not depend on
ourfelves to fhun this danger. I have
heard, that in foreign countries, it is
common enough to meet with perfons of
a certain clafs, of elevated fentiments,
well brought up, who, having been
liberally and {enfibly educated, are
deftined to the arduous and honourable
ftation of Governefles, to whofe care
children may be intrufted with fafety. We
have not the fame advantage. Women
who undertake this important employ-

P o
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ment, have rarely received a better edu-
cation than thofe whofe lot condemns
them to domeftic fervitude. They may
be honeft and fawhful; but we ought
not to exped or require from them,
great, or effenual fervices.

EMiLy,

Tet them behave like the Governels
of Mifs Perfezil. 1will engage, Mamma,
that you would find nothing amifs in her;
and you would take her for a foreign
Governefs.

Mo THER.

True; her behaviour is really proper
and ﬁutable ; and fhe {feems to be a per-
fon of merit and education.

EMiLvy.
stk have heard you fay fo, and I have
obferved it myfelf; but you never heard
her talk to her little friend, Mamma:
fhe is fo fenfible, and {o mild ! fhe never
fays too little nor too much.

Mo THER.
‘Unfortunately, perfons of her merit
are rarely to be met with, But how are
we to remedy this evil? -.
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EMiLvy.

I believe, my dear Mamma, that we
children muft behave the better; and
thereby render the employment of Go-
vernefs more ealfy.

MoTHER.

I think with you, thata well-difpofed
child may improve her Governefs---So
much for the children. What do you
fay to the mothers ?

EMiLy.
I meddle not with the mothers,

MoTHER.

I think, that in France, a mother has a
{ftronger obligation to improve herfelf,
{o as to be able to watch over the edu-
cation of her children, as fhe has fewer
fuccours to expect from thofe with whom
the would divide this care.

EMiLy.

I fee the part of a mother is a very
difficult one; but that is no bufinefs of
mine, thank God. As to my Governefs
and me, we have no difputes. She tells
me, It is the will of your mother, and 1
have done. She:only complains, that
the withes for more of my company; and

X 3
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I tell her, Iz is Mamma's fault ; excufe me

if Tam not tived of her company; and
then fhe has done too.

MorTHER.
I am very well fatisfied with your Go-
vernefs. She has 'all the zeal I could
wifh, and no more.

B v,

And T am very well fatisfied too. All
Governefles (in this country at leaft) are
not like Mifs Pérfens)’s——-But, Mamma ;
I had like to have forgotten the principal
thing. I, yefterday, read a very pretty
ftory in the book you lent me. I came
this morning to tell you of it; but when
I found you in pain---Come---we will

fay no more of that---Let us talk about
- the flory. . It is very, very, very pretty.
Do you knovq, Mamma, 1t made my
brother cry ?

MoTHER.
T Whlch of your brothers?
, E M3L ¥
The youngeft.
OTHER,
And you?
Enle Evis ¥y,
1! I did not cry!
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“Then the frory did not affet you?

E i eied
- Liften, Mamma; I will tell it you; and
then you will-tell me whether 1 otight to
have cried. -
MoTHER.

Without knowing the ftory, I will tell
you beforehand, that you did right fot .
to cry, if it did not affect you fo much
as to excite your tears; and that your
brother did right to crys if he were af-
fected by the flory.

EmiItry.

I do not underftand that. We did not
do the fame thing, and yet we both did
right.

MoTHE R.

Yes; becaufe you both followed the
dictates of your hearts. His was melted,;
and relieved by tears. Yours was in=
fenfible, therefore you could not cry.:

EMiLy. '

The queftion now is, which of our
hearts is the beft?
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Mo THER.
That which 1s the moft open to the
impreflions of truth.
EMiILy.
Mamma, let me tell you the ftory I
read; and you will then fee.
Mo THER.

With all my heart.

Esfae .
Now liften, and be all Cars,

MorTHER.
I do, at leaft with all the ears I have,

Emicy.
There were once two good old men
upon the mountains---the mountains---

MoTHER.

Is the whole written with equal ele-
gance ?

EmMivry.

Nay, Mamma, I do not remember
the words ; I tell it in my way. I have
forgotten the name of the mountains; but
that does not fignify.

' MoTHER.

Not fignify! Would you have me

climb up a2 mountain without a name ?
EMivLv.
But I do not know its name, Mamma,
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Mo THER.

Then tell me at leaft in what country
it 1s fituated?

EMIL Y.

I have forgotten it.

MoTHER.

Then I am not to know what country-
men thefe good old people were.

- EmiLvy. 8

Oh'! now I recollect. It was on the
fea-fhore---No, no, they were going
thither.---That is not it---they lived
among the Alps, near Savoy, if I am not
miftaken.

MortHaER.

Well, T am fettled at laft. Now, me-
thinks, I fee thofe good people from
this place.

EmiLy.

See them! I thould hke to fee them
100.

Mo THER.

If I do not actually fee them, T know
where to find them. I know my way
from Paris to Savey.

Earet v

That was juft what I wanted to know

yefterday, when I was reading their ﬁory
SIVEO P HE R
If ever I fhould be in Ssvsy, at the
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foot of the Alps, 1 may perhaps find
them out,
| EMriLv.

I will help you to climib the mountain;
for if we muft climb, I think I kuow
more of that than you do. But I thould
be puzzled to find my way from Paris to
Savgy. Whether it be long, or it be
fhort, I know nothing about it.

MoTHER.
Yet I have heard that you fpend much
of your time in the ftudy of geography ?

EMiLy.

Yes, I do. I defired my eldeft bro-
ther to teach it me in private. I wanted
to furprife you agreeably with my learn-
. Ing; but he is a bad mafter; he has no
patience.

MoTHER. 4

That may be, with thofe who are in-
attentive.

EMiILy.

The fa& is, Mamma, that I have not

improved from his leffons.

MoTHER,
You muft then feek another mafter ;
for it will foon be time to know how to
find the way hence to Savoy.

~
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EmiLyvy.

Well, Mamma; thefe two old men
lived there. They made themfelves a
little cottage, and {o they had a bed with
two matraffes, and a hair quilt; and fo
they had books, and two chairs made of
ftraw; and fo they prayed to God; and
fo---

Mo rTHER.

And they lived there with all thefe

Jos 2
EmrIrvy.
No, no, Mamma; I am telling you.
Mo THER.
I have fometimes told you ftories; but
- I do not recollet that I larded them
with fo many fos. If Idid, you have a
right to make reprifals, and I am wrong
to criticife you.
Eoair oty
Come, come, 1 will tell it properly.
Many misfortunes happened to thefe two
gentlemen, One of them was very rich
indeed. :
MorTHER.
That 1s a misfortune we are commonly
foon reconciled to.
BN L LV,
Yes; but the other was not rich,



252 CONVERSATIONS Con. X,

Mo THER.
Why not ¥ What were they doing on
the mountain with their bed and their
books, if one of them was fo very rich

RN L Y
Why, no, Mamma ; have a little pa-
tience; he was not rich then, as you will
hear. B
Mo T H E R.
I et me hear then.
‘ E vz v
That is, he grew.rich at the end of
the ftory.
MoTHER.
You begin at the end, do- you? You
ought to have warned me of that; be-
caufe it is not ufual.

Emiry..
Oh! Mamma, that is nothing.

MoTHER.
For you who know the ftory; butas
to me !---
Sl B s *
Pardon me, Mamma; you fhall know
it alio. '
MoTHER. :
But if you had begun to read it at the
end, and read backward, do you think
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you would have underftood it fufficiently
to be able to relate it to me fo clearly,
as you do, and that your brother would
have wept ¢
"EMiILvY. |
Very well, Mamma! you may make
a jeft of me. It is all owing to bad be-
ginning. But why did you want to know
the name of the mountain fo foon? It
was that which put me out. When one has
puzzled the fkein at the beginning, there
is no remedy; it muft be cut. Come,
Mamma, let us cut fhort the ftory. I
have always heard fay, that the leaft
nonfenfe is the beft. If you pleafe, we
will talk of fomething elfe.

MoTHER.
What! will you be fo cruel as to leave
me in the middle of the A/ps, with your
two old men, whom I know nothing of 2

Emivy.

Pray, Mamma, juft tell the beginhing
only to put me in, and then I will go
onwith the reft.

MoTHER.

Would you have me tell your ftory ?
I neither know the beginning nor the end.
Endeavour to recolleét yourfelf, and then

Yors L Y
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begin 1t again, with a little more atten-
tion.
Evmriy,

By no means, Mamma ! I fhould be
afraid of tiring you to death. Yet, as you
will not part from thefe two gentlemen,
I will go on---It is all in vain---I cannot
tell it---Now I have it.---I hope fo, at
leaft.---He who was rich gave all; be-
caule the other had nothing. He faid to
him, Take all, brother.

MoTHER.

How! thefe gentlemen were brothers

then?
Eserow

To be fure, Mamma. Did you not
know that?---Now I recolle&t; they were
in a ftorm, becaufe they were at fea---
Oh! they lived at Bruxelles, and wanted
to go to Jraly.

MoTHER.
Did they go from Bruxelles by fea to
the Alps?

EMiILy,
Why, Mamma, I am not obliged to
know their comings and goings. I knew

~nothing of them tll laft night; befide,
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the ftory is long, and I fhall not have
done till to-morrow, if I explain every
thing: The principal matter is, that
they are very happy on the mountain,
except one of them, who is very melan-
choly, becaufe he has loft his wife, who
died in prifon, as fhe was nurfing her
child. It was owing to his baker and his
butcher, and others---Oh ! yes---his bro-
ther unfortunately arrived at the prifon
too late; for it was all over.
Mo THER.
With the prifon ?
Emivry.

Dear me! no Mamma; you know who
very well. The poor woman died; but
the brother carried away the child.

MorTHER.

Thank Heaven, there is a child faved.
If you were to put as much order and
perfpicuity in your ftories, as there is ra-
pidity and motion, I believe they would
be chef-d’wnvres*. 1 never knew you pof-
fefled fuch a volubility of expreffion.

|81 g dp gt

I want to relieve you from my flory;
it muft be infupportable to you, delight-
ful as it was.-=-Ah ! I afk your pardon.

¥ 2 .

* Mafler-pieces,
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Now I have it again---It was a fire that
confumed 2all he had in the night, which
was 1n his letter-cafe.-—-

MorTHER.
The night in his letter-cafe ?

EMmrwLy,.

No, Mamma, his fortune was in his
letter-cafe. But all is now well again,
‘They are old, but very happy and rich.
You faid they had but one bed and fome
books. Undeceive yourfelf, dear Mam-
ma; they have cows, goats, and a dairy.
I with we could go and afk them for a
a luncheon. They have the beft cream
and butter for twenty leagues round.
The child is not a child now. He is
married, and his wife takes care of the
old man, who cries for joy every day;
and who will live till he 1s an hundred
years old, notwithftanding his troubles ;
but they are all forgotten, and the two
old men fay to their children every even-
ing, when the people and the cattle are
all well : Blefled be the Providence of God!
1t furpafles all buman wifdom.

Mo THER.
I make no doubt, my dear child, that
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with all thefe materials, a mountain, a
tempeft, a prifon, a baker, a butcher, a
burnt letter-cafe, with, Take all, brother ;
cows, goats, a dairy, an old man weep-
ing for joy, and little children playing
around him; a very interefting {ftory
might be made. We only want a chefs
player fkilful enough to affift us to place
all the pieces in their proper places.

EMrILv.
I dare fay you will do it before we go
to-bed.

MoTHER.

I affure you I fhall not. I am not
clever enough to do that,

EMiLvy.
Well, Mamma! I will frankly tell

you, that the young lady with her fleeve-
knots ; and the Governefles who are only
to be found in foreign countries---and
above all, your bad behaviour this morn-
ing, all together fo confufed me, that I
have faid nothing to the purpofe.

MoTHER.

True it'is, I do not recolle& I ever
Y 3 ;
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faw your ideas fo confufed; you have
invented a model of unconnetted non-
fenfe.

EMiLy.

To tell you a fecret, I was fo tired of
the ftory, I wanted to get it over as foon
as I could.

MoTHER.

You did not make choice of the

fureft method of doing it. But who

obliged you to tell it me? I was far,

enough from your mountain; you drew
me there by the fudden admiration you
were poffefled of, and that I flattered
myfelf I fhould alfo.

Emrvy.

And fo you would, Mamma, but un-
fortunately I could not get on with it. I
did not know that, or I would not have
begun it. Yet having begun, we muft
get through it at any rate, fays Mr. Boify;
there is no going back.

MoTHER.

If you with to know the truth, I will
tell you, that it was neither the fleeve-
knots, nor the foreign Governefles who
fo terribly confufed your recital,
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What then?

Mo THER. |

It was your own fault, becaufe you
read the ftory without attention.

; EMmiry.

Indeed, that may be. But tell me,
Mamma, how is it you guefs every thing?
for you were not prefent; and you tell
me what I myfelf did not then know.

Mo THER.

It requires no fupernatural power to
guefs, that had you read it with atten-
tion, you would have related it with per-
{picuity and plainnefs.

Emrry.

I now remember how it all happened.
When I faw my brother cry, I reproach-
ed myfelf for not having read with more
attention---For it was I who read it; but
my thoughts were on the gallop---I faid
to myfelf, If Iwere not a giddy brain, I too
fbould cry. But then it was out of the
queftion, for we were come as far as the
Provideunce of God, when I made that re-
fletion.

MoTHER.

At leaft 1t was very thoughtlefs to tell

me a ftory you knew nothing of.
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EviIvy.

"That was another filly thing: I thought,
by declaring, it was very pretty, I fhould
recolle¢t it, becaufe, when one is once
engaged, one muft come off with ho-
nour.

MoTHER.

That would be an excellent refource,
could it recall paft errors; but it is
impoffible to recolle& what you never
knew.

EmrIvvy.

So you fee in what manner I acquitted
myfelf.

MoTHER.

You feem ignorant of a greater dan-
ger you have expofed yourfelf to,

Emiry.
What danger, Mamma ?

MoTHER.
That of giving way to ill-humour,

EMmiILv. :

I il-humoured, Mamma ! and when F

am with you too? never! never! that is

too bad. That never can happen. Ill-

humour is what I have the greateft aver-
{ion to.
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MoTHER.

I acknowledge, that, till now, I have
not obferved it in you, and I felicitate
you on it; notwithftanding, I fear there
are times in which you are threatened
with that malady.

Emivy.
How can you fear any fuch thing ?

MorTHER.

From your volubility; from the rapi-
dity with which you related your narra-
tive; and from your impatience. There is
but one ftep from impatience to ill-
humour.

Emroy.

May be fo; but I did not make that

one ftep.
MoTHER.
I muft do you the juftice to allow it.

EMiLvy.

I remember, you told me, the other
day, that ill-humour was always an
avowal of our weakne(s. * Do you think
we like to acknowledge and expofe our
weaknefs ?

"MoTHER.
No, furcly; but what you fo juftly
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apprehend may happen to you, and
from a quarter you are not aware of.
q ¥

EmMiry.

et me know what quarter direétly,
‘Mamma, that I may be upon my guard;
for pofitively I have no inclination to be
difagreeable.

MoTHER.

I will point it out to you. I think

you'are naturally a little 1dle.

EMrILy.
Do you think fo, Mamma? I fhould
be forry for that. I am fure I always am
ready to perform my exercifes.

MoTHER.

I grant it; but no fooner is there a
neceﬁity for the flighteft effort of memo-
ry or application, than I fancy I fee your
ftrength of mind forfake you.

EMmrILy.

But when I have once made that effort,

I go on like a little angel.
MoTHER.

When at play, you meet with the
fmalleft obftacle, you rather leave your
play than try to overcome it.

Euiur v,
Have you taken notice of that 2
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Mo THER.
Is not that a fign of idlenefs?

EmivLy.

I fear it is; but fuppofe it,; what con-
nection can there be between idlenefs and
Ul-humour? They are not even diftant
relations.

MorTHER.

You are miftaken; they are, on the
contrary, nearly related, as I will fhew
you. - It is an indifputable fa&, and you
have more than once experienced it, that
nothing contributes to happinefs fo much
as_employment ; nothing renders us fo
miferable as idlenefs. Now there can
be no employment without application,
and a degree of contention in the mind,

Emiryvy,
What is contention?

MorTuER.

It 1s the moft ferious attention the
mind is capable of. An afive mind
finds great fatisfaction, in the exertion of
this attention, becaufe it is a mean of
making a rapid progrefs, of difcovering
new objects daily, and of affording the
moft fatisfaCtory convition of its own
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owers. An indolent perfon knows none
of thefe enjoyments; he is terrified at the
thadow of labour; he is difcouraged by
the flighteft difficulty. Thus, inftead of
the pleafure arifing from occupation, he
falls a prey to mortifications, wearinefs,
difguft, and ill-humour.

EmiLy.
What a frightful catalogue !

Mo THER.

It is the fame in regard to difappoint-
ments.  Life, you know, is full of them.
An a&ive mind furmounts them all, ac-
complifhes its purpofes in fpite of them,
and enjoys the fruit of its conqueft. An
indolent one is fearful of undertaking
“any ation. It is impeded and dejected
by the fmalleft difappointments, and
forced to abandon 1ts defigns.

EmiIry.

So then! But why do you fometimes
fay, that the wife man {fubmits, without
complaint, to the difappointments of life.
I have only to be good, and then, as 1
thall never complain, I fhall never be
ill-humoured ?
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MoTHER.
Admirably faid! But, do you know,
when, and why the wife man fubmits to
difappointment without complaint 2

EMmirvy.

No.

_ MoTHER.

Before he fubmits to it, he tries all
methods of overcoming it. He fubmits
only when he is convinced that it is not
in his power to conquer. Then his rea-
fon tells him, that man muft be refigned
to what he cannot alter.

E vy o v

There can be nothing humiliating in
that.

MoTHER.

Nor any occafion for ill-humour. I
knew a lictle girl, who employed a great
part of every day, with her ribbons,
fAowers, and ornaments,

‘ Emrvryvy.

But, Mamma, they were not for her-
felf. You know fhe had a doll, a very
fine lady; and it was her duty to attend
her toilet. 'When one is in fervice,
one cannot choofe one’s employments.

Vor. I, Vid ’
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MoTHER.
I grant that the young lady did not
employ her time with fuch trumpery for
herfelf, neither was it for her doll.

EMiLy.
For what then, Mamma ?

MoTazr.
Becaufe the was 1dle.

1 EmiLy.
I do not underftand that.

- MoTHER.

Neither underftanding nor memory
need to be exerted on fuch trifles; and
conlequently, it was giving fcope to her
idlenefs. But her idlenefs led her into
an error; for her mind, thouch inclined
to lazinefs, fought for a more {folid, and
more active food. Thus, after beftow-
ing much time on fuch follies, the was
furprifed not to find the fatisfaction fhe
had promifed herfelf. She experienced
a charm, a wearinefs in her mind; that
1s, the was quite difpofed to ill-humour,

EmiLyv.
Well! But, Mamma; why did not her
mother (for I think fhe had a very tender
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one) prevent hier from lofing her time
with fuch trumpery ?
MoTHER.

- Her mother argued thus: If T prevent
her, by faying, Emily, do not fo, to oblige
me, the will willingly conform to my
defire; but fhe will think I have de-
prived her of one great enjoyment, one
delightful fource of entertainment. It is
better to let her own experience convince
her, that happinefs is not there to be
found. Some time will be loft by this
method ; but then the will not be obliged
to take my word for it only, and it will
make a more lafting impreflion on her
mind.

' Emrivy.

Perhaps that is the reafon why the doll
15 gone to fpend the fummer at her
country-houfe, and the young lady ftays
at Paris with the beft mother in the
world.

MorTHER.

That mother told me ; It is not T who
will prevent the doll from leaving her
country-houfe, and returning here to fill
up the leifure moments of  the young
lady; fcr I am too great an enemy: to'
tyranny, even to exercife it over a doll,

Z2 |
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EMiLy.

If the fhould return next wiater, on
account of the long evenings, I hope
fhe will have loft the pafiion for finery;
and that, in my ftation, I fhall not be
obliged to employ my time about her.

MoTHER.

Let it be as it will, you muft clear-
ly perceive, that in the difappointments
of life, in ferious, and even frivolous
occupations and amufements, idlenefs is
what is moft prejudicial to happinefs;
and that it is no injury done it, to lay to
its charge, that ill-humour you {o much
abhor, as being its neareft relation.

EMmiILy.
But why do you always bring that un-
worthy relationfhip upon the carpet?
i MOTIHER.

Becaufe I would wifh 1t never to come

near the houfe.
EMiLy.

T will tell you what we will do. We
will turn idlenefs out of doors; the two.
‘relations will meet in the ftreet, and go
away together a great way off.
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MoTHER.

It is, without difpute, the beft plan;
for as long as one of them remains in
the houfe, there can be no certainty that
the other will not open the door; and
thould they once gain an afcendency
here, adieu to joy, happinefs, and -all
the charms of life.

PVl
Are my brothers idle, or aftive ?

MoTHER.

That is a very confcientious queftion,
truly! Had your brothers defetts, I
imagine, they would rather be told of
them, than have them expofed to their
fifter.

EMmiLyv. )

Nay then, tell me their perfections.

MoTHER.

If you turn idlenefs out of doors, ac-
cording to your project, I am perfuaded,
that, with 2 little attention, you will not
want my affiftance to difcover the good
qualities of your brothers. They are
older, and more formed than you; there-
fore, their good and bad quahtles mu[’c
be more confpmuous

Z 3
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EMiILv.
Well! I have thought fo already; I

only wanted to know whether you and I
were of the fame opinion.

MorTHER.

We will take an opportunity, during
one of our walks, to inveftigate their
good qualities, and then we fhall fee
whether we agree.

EmMivy.

Mamma, I think my brothers are more

beloved than I am.

MorT H ER.
Who, do you think, leves your bro-
thers better than you ? .
EmiLy. |
All who come here. They often
praife them, and never fay a word about
me.

MoTHER.

My friends are not accuftomed to
praife people in their prefence. Perhaps
in your ablence, they alfo may extol
your merit.

EMiry.
Is it pofiible? Do you tell me the
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truth, my dear Mamma? Do repeat
it once more.
MoTHER.

I cannot affure you it is fo; but, as
you are to have an interview with your
confcience this evening, and are to make
a material alteration in the furniture of
your two fatchels, if it fhould tell you,
that you have fome happy propenfities;
that you give fome foundation for hope,
you may depend upon it, that my friends
are too much interefted in my gratifica-
tions not to have remar ked it.

Emivvy,

Then it 1s very lucky nobody ‘heard

me tell my nonfenfical ftory.

P MoTHER.

Truly, none would have difcovered in
you any great talent for hiftory, neither
would 1t have had a very brilliant effect.

Emivy.

Nor confequently have deferved a
pompous panegyric, when my back
thould be turned. You will not tell
my brothers of it, will you ?.

MorTHER.
No; I promife you that; but if you
like it, after fupper, when all the family
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are aflembled, we will propofe, that
every one fhall tell a ftory. Your bro-
-ther’s eyes being ftill moift with the tears
he fhed yefterday evening, will not fail
to tell the ftory of the two old men
that fo greatly affeted him. I will not
appear to have the fmalleft idea of it,
and I fhall hear it properly told ; for I
own I fhould like to be informed refpect-
ing thofe good people on the mountain.

EmMrirvy.
Will you tell a ftory too, Mamma?

MoTHER.
To be fure.

EvrivL v.

Oh! that will be charming l---but
what fhall I do ?

MoTHER.
You muft tell one too. We thall not
excufe any one.

BEwm ey,
What fhall T do? .I know no other
than that which made my brother cry.

Mo THER.
As you cannot expeét to fucceed in
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that, I advife you to read one now in the.
book I lent you. - You fhall tell it to us;
and your brothers will be quite furprifed
that you fhould know a ftory they are
ignorant of.

/s By 1y,

That is well thought of Mamma, that
is well thought of! You would have
made a good phy1 clan; you have a reme-
dy for every difeafe. Well! I will make
hafte, that I may fhine in the evening,
and induce you to forget my hotch- potch
of the mountain.

(She goes out and returns.)
IVlamma, you can do me a great fervice
and pleafure, at the fame time,

MoTHER.
What 1s that?
v,
Tell me a little ftory, only fo long.
I fhall {fee your way of doing it; that
will put me in the method; and I {hall
tell mine in the evening fo nicely -

MoTHER.

Be it fo. You have well timed your
requeft. Your Papa has juft told me
what happened to him this morning, and
I will repeat 1t to you.



274 C8NIERSATIONS Con. X,

Ewmie v.

Then I am fure I thall laugh; for my

Papa’s ftories are always merry.
MorTHER.

You will {fee; and then give me your
opinion of it---Yet, if I tell you my ftory
now, what thall I do for one in the
evening !

Emrvy.

Oh! Mamma, you may tell us another;
I dare fay you know more than we have
fingers between us.

MoTHER.
~ Well then,-let it be fo. Befide, the
ftory I fhall tell you, is fo fhort, that it
will not make any great figure in our
family meeting.
Eirry v,

Come then, let us be attentive, and

obferve how a ftory ought to be told.
Mo TH ER.

You will foon fee that, for my ftory
has not {o many materials as that you
told me. Itis, as I faid, an adventure
your father met with. You know he is
{fuccinét in his narratives.

| D U 0 Yl 7
Suecind, is precife and fhort
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o

MoTHER.

As he was running about this morning
on bufinefs, he crofled the water, as he
returned from the Efplanade des Invalides,
to the place de Louss XV 5 ftepping into
the boat, an ordinary looking woman
ran toward him, and begged leave to
take advantage of the opportunity. While
the waterman rowed them over, your
father carelefsly afked the woman, where
fhe lived---At the Gros-Caillon.---Her
occupation.---She takes care of three
children, fpins, and her hufband works
in the quarries.---What are you going
to the other fide of the river for?
---1 am ‘going to Roule, to fetch bread
from my baker.---Your baker lives a
long way from your neiglibourhood ?--—
I go conftantly every third day; and
never buy bread any where elfe.---Then
you do it to pafs your time ?---Sir, Sir,
you judge very haftily. My baker is a
worthy man. He formerly lived at the
- Gros-Caillon. My poor hufband fell fick;
we were in want, and forfaken by all the
world, except my baker, who faid, De
not make yourfelf uneafy abous me, good
woman. He let us have bread on truft,
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for three months. The Divine Blefling
is returned; we have paid him, thank
Heaven ! From that time, his affairs have
obliged him to leave our neighbourhood,
and fettle in the Roule, He has not yet
got fo much cuftom as when he lived
near us; and I carry my money to him,
and bring away my loaf; and if he had
the King’s cuftom, I would buy my
bread of him. There is my flory, my
" dear, or rather, that of your father.

{ S i S A

What good people !

MoTHER.
Who?
EMmiLy.
Why the baker, and the woman.
: Vo T HER.
But your father was greatly to blame.
EMiLvy.
In what ? : :
MoTHER.

He faid to her, Good woman, how
many children have you?---Two boys
and a girl---I likewife have two boys and a
girl---Therefore on account of your three
children, and the three months credit; I
will pay for your bread for three months to
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come. I have a good wife at home,
come and fee her, and her thzee chil-
dren.
EMiIvLy.
My Papa is {fo droll with his good
wife, and his three children.

MoTHER.
He gave her his addrefs.

s i 4
~-In what was my Papa to-blame, do
you think ?  Should you be forry to fee
the good woman here, Mamma ?

MoTHER.
Do you not fee, that he fhould have
afked “her addrefs, and not have given
her ours? She only croffes the river to
go to her baker; I dare fay fthe will pot
leave her three children to come and fee
aus. A
: EMILy.
Do you think fo, Mamma ? T {hould
be forry for that. Vi

MoTHER.
If we knew where to find her, we
could have made her a vifit When We s
went a walking.

Vion: 1 ' A a
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EMiLy.

Let us try to find her out. We will
punith my Papa by fetting him to feek
her. What right has he to be as g1ddy
as his c‘laulohterP

MoTHER.

He did not expect fuch a pleafant
paflage.

"EMiLv.

That is true, Mamma ; i1t was indeed
a pleafant paffage, and a delightful ftory.

MoTHER.

Pray, let that you intend to tell be ftill
more fo.

: EMrvry.
Oh! dear! I never thought of that;
and T do not yet know a word of it. I

muft run. There 1s not a moment to
lofe.

MoTHER.
But if, in your hafte, you thould break

your neck, good bye to the hiftory and
the hiftorian,

% )
é,,; 7 (\k
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T

ELEVENTH CONVERSATION,

7T

EMivy
( Knacks Joftly at the door of her mother’s
clofet.)
MoTHER,
VW HO is there ?

EMmiLy.
Mamma, it is the little perfon coming
on tip-toe.
MoTHER.
What does the little perfon on tip-toe
want?
EMiILvy.
Ah! you are writing---I am forry for
that.
Mo THER.
Why {o?
EmiLy.
To whom are you writing ?
MorTHER.
To a perfon on bufinefs, with whom
you are not acquainted.
Aaig
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EMiLy.
What 15 1t about?
MoTHER.
Ah! the little perfon is curious, What
1s that to you? |
EmMiwtvy.
Nothing; only I fhould like to know.

M  THER.

"Ohloh!' Do  ou not think yeur cus
riofity Dmfplau:edP for it would be a vex-
atious thing if it fhould be indifcreet and
to no purpofe.
S Eumur

How fo, Mamma?

MoTHER.

Were you to tell me in a whifper any
thing - in which you are interefted, and
f'nould one of your little frlends, one,
of your companions at the Palais-Royal,
come and interrupt you, and afk what it
was about, what would you fay ?

EvmiwLy.

Oh! that 1s very different, I fhould
tell her the was very, curious, and that it
was no bufinefs of hers.

MoTHER.

Then you think the would violate the

rules of politenefs and difcretion ?
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EmiILy.

Certainly, Mamma.

Mo THER.

I am afraid the little perfon has been
guilty of the fame fault toward me ; and
yet the owes me more attention than her
little friends owe to her. Do you not
think fo?

Emiry.

But you were not talking in a whifper,

my dear Mamma, you were writing.
MoTHER.

That is, I was talking in a whifper to
an abfent perfon. Writing 1s the con-
verfation of the abfent. We have no
other method of conveying our thoughts
to them.---We confide our f{fecrets to
paper; which is the reafon that all written
papers are facred. It is no more allow-

able to read any papers that may fall in
our Way, than it 1s to liften to two per-
fons who are whifpering.
B MLBL X
Then it is not right to liften to thofe
who whifper?
‘MorTHER.
Not unlefs you be atked to do fo.
EMiwLy.
Well! I did not know that, I never
Adie
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litened, becaufe I had no inclination.
You now tell me it is a fault.

MoTuceEr.

Your own refleétion would have better
informed you. If you had even liftened
with a defire of knowing what was in-
tended to_be hidden from you, it would

be a vicious propenfity that muft _bc
eradicated,

EviLvy,
What is that?

Mortuzr.
A very great vice; curiofity.

EvmirLvy.
Come, then, we will root it out.

Mo TuEeRr.
Fortunately it will not be difficult; for
I am perfuaded you have not that vice.
But to liften from giddinefs, carelefinefs,
inattention, or want of refpect to others
1s alfo-wrong, very wrong.

: EMmiyv.
Well! whenever I fhall fee two people
talking, I will run away with all {peed,
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: MoTHER.

There is no occafion to put yourfelf
out of breath. Difcretion is not {o noify.
You may retire without feeming to de-
fign 1t; without being taken notice of,
‘Two fteps are fufficient to be out of hear-
ing of any thing faid in fecret.

_ EmiLvy.
I will take three without any buftle,

MoTHER.

Since, therefore, it is wrong to liften,
it muft be evident, that it is a violation
of all the laws of probity and honour, to
read any papers not addreffed to you, or
that are directed to any other perfon.

Evivy.
Then a bit of paper is of great con-
fequence ?

_ Mo THER.
Of fo great confequence, that fome-
times life, fortune, peace of mind, happi-
nefs, or mifery may depend upon it.

EMiLy,
Mamma, you make me tremble. But
very often, at leaft, T believe fo, the bit
of paper is of no confequence, '
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Mo T HER.
1 grant it; but as that cannot be fore-
known, the law that forbids us to touch
it remains the fame.
A Emitry.
Yes, it is the fhorteft way.
MoTHER.

Are your thoughts your own? Can

any one prevent your thinking?
EMivry.

No one can hinder me from thinking

on whatever I pleafe.
MoTHER.

Nor oblige you to tell thoughts ex-
cept it be agreeable to _you, and ‘you
think proper fo to do. What do you
write on paper ? :

Eaoruie.

Whatever I pleafe. Whatever comes
into my head.

MoTHE R.

That is, your thoughts. ~ And can any
but yourfelf be convinced that it is your
intention to make them public, or con-
ceal them, or confide them to a fingle
. perfon only ?

| EmrILy.

They cannot know it unlefs I tell
them.
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MorTHER.

They know ftill lefs of what impor-
tance it may be to you that your thoughts
fhould be concealed from every other
perfon but that to whom they are di-
reted ; becaufe no one can know our
affairs fo well as we do ourfelves.

EMiiv.

That is true.

MotTuEr.

Thus our thoughts are our moft facred
and deareft property; and to read a bit
of paper, as you call it, that does not
belong to us, that contains thoughts not
addreffed to us, is to do an a& that has
all the deformity of treafon, meannefs,
and infamy; in fine, the moft vile and
dithonourable a¢t imaginable.

EMmiLvy. ety
But, Mamma, one may do it from
thoughtlefinefs.
Mo THaER:
That muft convince you to what blame
thoughtlefinefs and want of refleftion
may expofe you.

EvMiry.’

I do not talk of myfelf, I promife you,
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Mamma. Nothing in the world could
ever iniduce me to touch a paper that does
not belong to me.

MoTHER.

I hope fo, becaufe I flatter myfelf
Emily will have principle; and this, for
example, is one of thofe that a perfon of
2 generons foul never can forget.

EMiLy.

Oh! how many things are needful to
be known to gain that charatter. Every
day I learn fomething new, by thinking
of it, and even without thinking much
about 1t.

Mo THER.

But you did not come hither to learn
fomething new, nor to know to whom I
was writing.

EmiLly.

Oh dear, no! I was going to tell you
Mamma---But I believe it will take us
a great deal of time; and if your letter
be in hafte---

MoTHER.

It 1s not. Stay here for me, I will
return immediately.

LA g

Then you will lock up your papers.
Do not ftay long, Mamma.
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MoTHER.
I will not.
EviLvy.
In the mean time, I will think on
what I was going to fay.

MoTHER.
Come, let us take our work, and tell
me what employs your thoughts?

EvMIity.
That is well faid, Mamma; let us fee
~--firft---T came to tell you---that I love
you dearly.

Mo THER.
Mifs, I am very much obliged to you.

Enin v
Madam, you are very kind---not in
the leaft.

MoTwuER,
What next ?

EmiLvy.
~ Yes! that is it---This fame bit of
paper, that is not to be touched---1 can-
not help thinking of it---has however a
little confufed my ideas. Oh !---Did we
not fay the other day that I ought to
kave an entire confidence in you ?
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MoTHER.
I never told you fo.

EMiLy.
What! would you not have me place
a confidence in you? -
' Mo THER.
Yes! I affure you, I would with you
to do fo, moft earneftly. HHET,
i b A ’ |
Nay, my dear, Mamma, pray explain
yourfelf 2---A door muft be either open
or thut.
Mo THER.
I would gain your confidence’; I never
thought of exacting it.
' SEADE e T e
That is all one, fince you have it.

MoTHER: |

Not fo, it is very different. Confidence
is the freeft of all gifts; we may give it
to thofe who infpire us with it, but it
cannot be exated. If 1 have your con-
fidence, as you fay, it is becaufe you
have undoubtedly remarked, that I place
a great deal in you; and that the firft
effays you 'made in confiding to me your
little concerns, very probably turned out
well, and you found your advantage in
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fo doing. There could be no inconve-
nience, and perhaps fomething frequently
to be gained by it; and that is a great
matter.  Your experience has daily
ftrengthened, and increafed your confi-
dence in me.
EmMiLvy.
It 1s all true, Mamma.

MoTHE-R.

Had I, inftead of trufting to your ex-
perience for it, commanded it, by faying,
Mifs, Imuft bave your confidence ; I infift
upon having it entive; I muft know every
thought of your beart.—--

Ewmity.

Well, I believe you would have had

it by that mean too.

Mo THE R.

I cannot think fo. I am of opinion,
that every one likes to be mafter of his
intention, and little folk more particularly
fo than any body.

EmMivvy.

How is that, Mamma ?

Mo tHER.

That'is, every one likes to difpofe of

his thouights as he pleafes, and in favour

of whom he pleafes; and that the words
Voir. T, Bb



290 CONVERSATIONS Con, X1,

you myft are not proper to obtain any past
of them.
EmriLy.

That is true, Mamma. 2oz muf, is

not pleafant to the ear.
MoOTHER.

You muft, however, my dear child,

be careful of the terms you make ufe of
_in converfation, or your ideas will ever
be confufed. That is not an affair of
freedom or confidence; muft here ought
to be ufed rigoroufly ; for converfation
muft not be vnintelligible.  1f you exprefs
yourfelf improperly, as you have Juft
now done, thofe who hear you will not
underftand you at all, or at leaft. not
rightly.
EMILY.
Yes; and then what confufion!

Mo T HER.

Thus, to with for, and exact your con-
fidence, are two ideas totally different.

EMiyL v,

Well! I thould not have known that,
if you had not told me, my dear Mam-
ma.

Mo THER.

With attention, and refletion, we
learn to feparate our ideas, in the fame
manner as, with a little care and fkill,
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we unravel a fkein of filk. Befide, when
one has a confidential friend, and one
1s in do .ot refpeéting the precife figni-
fication of an expreffion, one can apply
to her.

EmiILy.

True, Mamma, but I know them all
nearly.

MoTHER.

Here again, you puzzle me. You
mean that you underftand nearly the fig-
nification of all the words you make ufe
of, though that is not what you fay:
one may know the meaning of a word,
or expreffion, and yet be ignorant of the
whole extent of its fignification. But
enough of that; you would think me a
critic, were I to fuffer myfelf to examine
your difcourfe in this manner, and I
might thereby lofe a part of your con-
fidence.  Let us return to our fubjeét.
You were faying then---

EMmrrvy.

I was faying, my dear Mamma, that,
without knowing whether you with for,
or exact my confidence, it is moft cer-
tain that you entirely poffefs it ; and that |
I tell you every thing that comes into
my head. Now I have obferved---

Bb 2
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MoT H ER.
What have you obferved ?
Emivy.
Ah! I have obferved fomething--~
Mo THER.
Which is---
Emiwvy.
You have juft faid fomething that has
greatly ftruck me.
MoTHER.
Blefs me! what can it be?

TR LY
I do not know whether it is fo or no.

MoTHER.

You fatigue me.

EMiry.

Come, come! I will tell you---You
faid juft now that you placed a great con-
fidence 1n me.

MorTHER.

Can you doubt 1t ?

Ezernpy.
~ Not as you fay fo, Mamma; but in
truth, I have not obferved it. However,
take notice, I do not reproach you for it.
I know, at prefent, that confidence muit
be deferved and cannot be exacted. You
do not want my advice, as I do yours.
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But why do you fay you have a confi-
“dence in me?

MoTHER.

Becaufe it is the fat; and were you
lefs hafty in your judgments; were you
to refle&t a little, you would fee that I
every moment give you proofs of it.

EMrILy.

And I, on the contrary, have obferved
long ago, that you did not tell me every
- thing---provided confidence is not to be

exacted.

MoTHER.
What do I conceal from you ?
Liarag v
Nay, I do not know.
MoTHER.
Yete
E sty

But, Mamma---

. Mot HER.

Methinks, when you accufe, you ought
to {peak plainly, and have your proofs
ready. -

Evirw
Mamma, I do not accufe you of any
St v by e
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thing; but tell truth now: you have a
great many connections, a great deal of
bufinefs ; you receive a great many let-
ters; well! you never fay a word to me
of all that.

MoTHER.

Now your wrongs are proved, in re-
fpe&t to my want of confidence. Yet,
when you talk foftly to your little friends,
particularly when you whifper together,
do I liften, or queftion you ?

_ EMmiLvy.

That 1s, becaufe it does not concern

you.

MotTHER,
More than you fuppofe.
EmMiLvy.
Indeed? ‘
MoTHER.
You may believe me.
Emivy.

Well, my dear Mamma, I always tell
you every thing; but you do not always
pay attention to it.

MoTHER.

Then to ballance accounts, you ex-

pect me to do the fame.
EmiLy.

If you think proper.
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MorTHER.
Well then, I will---I have but one
feruple. ,
EmiILy.
What is that?
MoTHER.

Should you like for me to repeat to

others what you confide to me ?
EMmiLvy.

I am very fure, Mamma, that you
never tell a creature what I confide to
you.

MoTHER.

You think then, that fecrecy and dif-
cretion are indifpenfibly neceffary to in-
fpire confidence ?

EMiLy.

Moft certainly, Mamma.

MoTHER.

And were I to confide to others what
you tell me, I fhould lofe your con-
fidence ?

EMiLyvy.

I believe, I never thould again place
any in you.

MoTHER.

In that cafe, I know not how I can
confide to you the affairs of others, with-
out lofing their confidence,
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Emivvy.

I cannot tell what to fay to that; - but
it is delightful to know every thmo that
pafies. A

MoTHER.

I am of opinion this kind of know-
ledge is very troublefome. You are not
ignorant how referved and cautious we
ought to be, in what does not concern
ourfelves. When we are unacquainted
with other people’s affairs, we can be in
no danger of {peaking out of feafon, we
are in no fear of doing them an injury,
lightly or inconfiderately, by any unne-
ceffary interference.

BiMi L

Yet you muft allow, Mamma, that it
is a charming thing to tranfact bufinefs.
One does not then look {o like a child.
‘One is obliged to go out to {fpeak to the
Minifter ; to fee Monfieur the Premier-
Prefident ; undertake to write to fuch a
Duchefs; then to return, and write a
dozen letters. I aflure you, Mamma, it
is very agreeable.

MoTHER.

Ah! my poor child! how will you,
‘one day, regret the fecurity, the calm, the
happy indolence of childhood! and how
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will you be undeceived refpelting the
charms of bufinefs !

: EMivy.
Do you think fo, Mamma? If it is
not agreeable, why do youdo 1t?

MorTHER.

That does not depend on ourfelves.
‘We mutt all do our own. But it 1s only
idle, ignorant, and frivclous charaters,
who feek employments or pleafure in the
affairs of others. Such alone are curious,
goffiping, tell-tale, dangerous perfons.

B Y
And are they generally thought fo?
MoTHER.
Yes. They are dreaded and avoided.
EmMiry.

Well! I muft remember that. But,
Mamma, why do you not tell me your
own affairs ?

MoTHER. 3

Be affured, I ardenwy with to find
in you a friend to whom I may confide
my affairs, my cares, my pains; and the
fear of troubling the ferenity and hap-

inefs of your brighteft days, is the fole
reafon that reftrains me.
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Emrirvy.
In the firft place, Mamma, I affure
you, you may depend on my difcretion.

MortHER.

I do; but to be ftill more affured of
it, I muft firft be certain, that you have
no inclination to be curious; for I can-
not but think, that curiofity and indif-
cretion are two fifters that never quit
each other.

EMmicry.

A propos, Mamma, ought I to tell

other people’s affairs ? -

MoOTHER.
That is really a very delicate queftion.

EmrIvLy.

And a very important one too. To be
fure nobody has ever yet trufted me with
a fecret; but perhaps they will. And
fuppofe they thould defire me not to tell
it you; what muft I do?

Mo THER.

When I was of your age, I faid to
myfelf, I will hear no fecrets, till I
. be capable of diftinguithing between
thofe which ought to be kept facred, and
thofe on which I ought to confult my
Mamma.
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EMivLy.

But, Mamma, one cannot hinder peo-

ple from talking.
MoTHER.

I afk your pardon. We may prevent
their making us their confidants. I ufed
to fay, for m[’cance, Of all things, pray do
not tell me your [ecrets, if you do nst choofe
my Mamma [bould bear them; becaufe I
never conceal any thing from ber.

EMmrILy.

That is clever. Well, I fhall fay, my
Mamma and I, we are but one, we keep
nothing fecret from each other. At
home they call us the infeparables To
tell me is juft the fame as telling her; fo
do as you like. If you agree to that
tell me your bufinefs; if not, keep it to
yourfelf.

MoTHER.

That is perfeétly right; you will not
promife to keep the fecret and you will
not be anxious to hearit. You will ac-
quire thereby the reputation of a pru-
dent and fincere perfon.

EMiLy.
Is it not clever to be prudent and fin-
cere, Mamma?



300 CONVERSATIONS  Con XI,

Mo THER.

Yes, they are two very good'qualities.
If you defire another certain rule of dif-
cretion, I will tell you one. If the fe-
cret do not concern yourfelf, there can
arife no inconvenience to you by keep-
ing a profound filence ; but if it intereft
you nearly or diftantly, then fay, Permit
me to confult my friends alfo.

B 3iTL v,

No; I fhall confine it to my Mamma
and myfelf, as being but one; and let
them do as they like.. It is true, the
does not tell me every thing; but I take
pleafure in commumcatmo every thing
to her.

MoTHER.

Why then, fince we are but one, were
you fo unwilling to tell me that you
thought I had no confidence in you ?

Emrrv.
Becaufe I was perfuaded I was in the
wrong ; but I knew not why.

Mot HER.
The way to have known that, was tg
have afked. .
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EMmis =.
You are right. Is not that falfe thame?

MoTHER.
Yes. Falfe thame fubjeéts you to all

{orts of inconveniences.

Eiwy 5y,

It leaves one in ignorance and error ;
and one fhould not have learned any
thing about curiofity and difcretion, which
. however, one is glad to know.

MoTHER.

Not to mention, that it makes one
think hardly of one’s confidential friends;
and that we offend them when we hefitate
to tell them what we think of them.

EMmrILy.
That is very ferious---But, Mamma, if
you would tell me fome private bufinefs
you would greatly oblige me.

MorTHER.
Private bufinefs!| You are very fond
of bufinefs.
' o o By
Indeed I am.

MorTHER.
Well! we will confider of it,
oLl Ciic
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Emiry.

Mutt it be kept fecret ?

Mo mER:s %

It 1s not abfolutely neceffary ; but as it
is neither well-bred, nor proper to enter-~
tain others with our affairs, it 1s ufelefs to
talk of them.

Bl v

Yes, we muft avoid whatever is ufelefs.

Shall you afk my advice on it?

Mo THER.
I hope you will not refufe to give it.

B sy,

No, to be fure; I will do that with all

my heart.

Mo THER.

I have then no other difficulty, than
to recollect an affair worthy your con-
fidence---1 am thinking to no purpofe---
I cannot recollect any thing at prefent---
I am forty your Papa is not here---He
could propofe twenty, and would be able
to fatisfy the premature tafte you dif-
cover; and which I was far from fuf-
pecting half an hour fince. Stay, we will
‘do thus. We have talked enough at pre-
fent; let us put off this engagement till
byc-and-bye. I muft finith my letter;
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and perhaps you have a few gambols to
play before dinner. Then your Papa
will be with us, and you fhall be fully
{atisfied ; or he will give me ample power
to confult you on fome important affair;
and I am perfuaded before-hand, that he
will be the gainer by it.

{0 i v ol
Promife me not to forget it, Mamma?

MoTHER.
There 1s no danger. And fhould I
forget it, you will be apt enough to put
me 1n mind of it.
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TWELFTH CONVERSATION.

EmMiLvy.

WELL, Mamma; did I not tell you
fo? I verily think it was a prefemiment
What 1s become of our private bufinefs ?
Company came at the time we were go-
ng to begin our work. The next day
you had bufinefs to do; the day after
that, more engagements: 1in fhort, my
Papa 1s gone to his regiment without
having been able to confult me. The
proverb fays, Al is not lofi that is deferred;
and I fay, An opportunity once loft can never
be regained.
] MorTHER.

You there draw a picture of human
lite. It is fuojb& to fo many viciffitudes,
that the wife man early learns not to de-
pend on events, and fubmits, without
pain, to the difappointments {o incident
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to our nature : however, on this occafion,
your Papa is the fufferer, fince his de-
parture has deprived him of your advice.

EMrILy.
My dear Mamma often takes the li-
berty to ridicule her Emily.

Mot HER.
Have you {till the fame propenfity for
bufinefs?
EMiLv.

Yes, Mamma.

MoTHER.

At your age, a propenfity that lafts
more than a week is not to be jefted
with. Well! not to falfify the proverb,
I will convince you, That all is not loft

that is deferred.
EMmiLy.

How fo, Mamma?
M o THER.
I am going to confult you on private
bufinefs, as you term it.
Emivy.
Oh! T am glad of it; I am ready,

Mamma.,
Mo THER,

Are you come with the neceffary re-
Bite
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collection.  You cannot be ignorant that
bufinefs requires great attention; and
that you muft not leave one fubjeé‘c for
another, as certain perfons of my ac-
quaintance are apt to do fometimes.

EMiLvy.
Never fear, Mamma.

MorTHER.
Well then! we fhall {fee. Give me
that letter-cafe. I will look for a letter

of bufinefs. Here is one from your
Papa’s bailiff.

Emiry.

Oh! your fteward ; he is a good man,
Mamma; that fame Mr. Pervilé; he
looks at me as if he could eat me; and
then fays to me in a low voice, Come,
young lady, make hafte and grow up.
I have feen your Mamma when fhe was
no taller than you are; I hope I fhall
fee you as tall as fhe is.

MoT HE R.

I am not fpeaking of Mr. Pervilé, 1
mean the bailiff of L/yampwce, whom you
never have feen. He has a difpute with
your Papa. '
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¢

EMiry,
I am fure he is in the wrong.

MoTHER.
Do you condemn before you examine ?

EmMrivyvy.
Becaufe I know my Papa; he is juft
and good, and never in the wrong.

MorTH ER. :
Before you judge, you thould hear both
parties.
Emirv.
Come, let us be attentive.

Mo T HER.

I warn you, that you muft read this
letter from one end to the other, without
the leaft interruption, that you may tho-
roughly underftand it. You muft not
ftop on any pretence, not even to cough,
or blow your nofe ; ftill lefs to break off
to afk queftions : you muft referve them,
your opinion, and fentiments, till it is all
read.

Eb sy
Well! I confent to all thefe orders.

MoTHER,
I fear it will tire you. What do you
think of it? You muft not begin it un-
lefs you go.through with it without any
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paufe, and I promife you it is not a thort
one.
Emrrv.
Dear me! {o much the better, Mam-
ma, we fhall be the longer together.

MoTHER.
It is then your intention to read it off
hand?
EMiLy.
To be fure, Mamma ! to be fure! I
give you my word.
_ MorT H E R.
That is your laft word ? Come, read.

EMiLy (reads.)
SIiR,

(Since my Lord will not be what he
is; yet, for all that, he is neither more
nor lefs, according to the proverb, as
old as the creation, which fays, Re/peét
muft be paid to every one according to bis
rank.)

As God our Saviour, has thought fit to
take out of this world our late T.ord
and Mafter; I return him thanks that he
has chofen you to inherit his eftate of
Champorcé-le-Vicomte; and alfo, that he
has infpired you to maintain me In my
poft of bailiff, which makes it my duty,
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and ever will, to make your rights
" flourith, and give proofs of my zeal, in
executing your orders, as I did in the
time of the late Lord. Firft, after
God, what thanks ought I to render you,
in that, not being able to come hither at
prefent, it has pleafed you to fend me to
Mortaigne, and thereby fpare me the
mifery of going myfelf to Paris; having
made a vow, from father to fon, to avoid
that city of perdition as much as in us
lies, on account of my grandfather, at
his firft leaving Champorce, at the age of
twenty-three years and a half; well mount-
ed, and amply provided with cloaths,
and travelling toward this gulf of per~
dition, there to receive the fum of two
hundred crowns due to his father; my
grandfather had the misfortune, Juﬁ as
he arrived, to lofe in, I know not what
fcuffle, botl his beaﬁ and baggage,
which obliged him to go on foot, with-
out any fupelﬁmtles, or even necef”arles,
to the Grand _Monaraue, at the houfe of
the Sieur Toupiol, the phcemx of inn-
keepers at that time, at the fign of the
Great pot, with whom his father had re-
commended him to lodge; though he
never could get the two hundred crowns
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due to him; as is more amply fet forth
in our family chronicle, which I muft
leave to my children for their inftruction,
as I have inherited it from my fathers,
fave auoznentauon, and continuation;
which, 1n reference to what was faid
above, would have made me break my
oath from pure obedience, and would
have been a blot in a life, hitherto with-
out blot or reproach.

In confequence of all this preamule,
you, Sir, had no fooner left Mortaigne,
than I again took the road to Champorcé-
le-Vicomte, determined not to obey, in
every refpect, the precife inftructions you
were pleafed to give me, having clearly
perceived, during our conference, that
you were much better acquainted with
the - fervice of his, Majefty, who is the
Mafter of us all, than what concerns the
management of your eftate of Champorcé-
le-Vicomie, for your own intereft. There-
fore to fet about the bufinefs in an obe-
dient manner, I immediately went to the
farm of the Petit-Hurlewr, to confer
with Facques Firmin on your intention at _
my eafe ; for which purpofe, I even de-
fired him to ftop his mill, the noife of
which is diftratting to whomfoever is not
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a miller.  And, as we were drinking a
friendly glafs together, I made a good
ufe of the time of our conference, to in-
duce the faid Facques Firmin to enter into .
your defigns (which, however, are not
mine) and {o far fucceeded, as to per-
fuade him to give up, in an amicable
manner, the feveral little parcels of land
it is your fancy to divide, I know not at
whofe inftigation, amongft the different
inhabitants of the place; and that the
late Lord, your brother, relying on my
advice and judgment, wifely united to
the mill of the Petit-Hurleur, to make
one good large farm. | This projeét being
fo near your heart, Facques Firmin will
not oppofe it, except for form’s fake,
fearing left, as he is a fubftantial man,
and holds the whole farm, he fthould be
{addled with all the taxes with which he
1s now aggrieved, notwithftanding the
farm fhould be defected into as many
portions as you fhall take into your head
to countenance inhabitants of the place.
Now, as to that I boldly advanced, that
your intereft with Monfieur I Intendant
would be exerted for his remiffion in
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prorata, as is juft and equitable. Thus,
I fuppofe, the affair is in a way to be
fettled by Chriftinas, without any diffi-
culty, with the interceflion of my wifhes
and prayers every Suzday and holiday,
fupprefling certain articles I do not ap-
prove. For, in fine, what thall we get
by having fourteen or fifteen tenants,
whofe property may be in the moon, for
what 1 know, inftead of Jacques Firmin,
who always pays in good hard cafh, is
never in arrears, and whofe equal is not
to be found in twenty parifhes together?
When 1 fay, fball we find, God .1s my
witnefs, 1 think not of myfelf. The
more a bailif has to do, the more he is
(and with reafon too) puffed up with
glory and confequence ; and as I have
no diflike to bufinefs, my fourteen farms
may, perhaps, add ten years to my life.
But will your receipts increafe and
fourith as in time paft? That is the
bic, which 1 with T were as eafy about as
I am refpefting my own trouble. Facques
Firmin, who 1s 2 knowing one, fays,
« Perhaps there may be a little vanity
« in wanting to dive into the thoughts
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of a Lord, who has made war againft
the enemies of the King; but I fee
what the end will be. My Lord may
think---(He [peaks as be thinks, hbis
tongue is well bung ) 1 have enough to
do with my mill, that is to fay, with
his mill ; that every one muft live in
his turn; and that God having prof-
pered me in his farm; he will alfo
profper the Hanequins, the Maflards,
and the Pincemailles;  that is to fay,
faving his reverence, that he will make
Facques Firmins 1n miniature. Now
as to that, I have no obje&ion. Not
having children, my mill, with the
divine blefling, will employ me as
much as will be needful to keep me in
my old days from ftanding like a ftake
with my arms acrofs.”

So far Facques Firmin, refpe@ing your

honour’s whimfy. I then confulted our
curate, ‘who, without explaining himfelf
thoroughly, {aid to me, Child, the word
is faid, and when I faid, I had a defign
of raifing the farm a fifth higher the next
leafe, and that, without any offence to

Veorletive D d
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any body; God knows, if one of the
Maflards, or the Hanequins be folvent,
and fhould there be any draw-backs or
loflfes, who would be the fufferer? our
paftor fhakes his head, claps me on the
thoulder, and fays, Be eafy, fomebody will be
againer by it. 'This is all I can gather,
and fuch 1s the ftate of things. I hope,
Sir, you will excufe my rudenefs in ex-
prefling myfelf {o freely; I promifed to
~obey, but I did not promife to hold my
peace.

Now, if it be written, that the fervant
fhould yield to the mafter in matters of
importance, the mafter muft alfo conde-
fcend not to trouble the adminiftration
of the fervant by his pacific intentions.
I muft be permitted to maintain your
rights, and make war with unruly people
to my own content. It is in vain for
Facques Firmin to be faint-hearted, and
fay, [ have every blefled day more corn to
grind than I can put into facks; 1 will
oblige him to fue me, and in virtue of
his fuit, I will take in flagranti, and caufe
that obftinate brute 7érome de I’Ecu to
be fined, as well as that other, Anroine
Gowu, who, with your permiffion, are
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more refliff than all the affes of Facques
Firmin put together, in carrying their
corn to other mills, befide the Perit-
Hurleur. Now the text of our Cuftom,
page 5. §. 36, and fo on fpeaks clearly.
“ And whereas the fubject fhall fail to
carry the faid corn to the mill of the
“ faid Lord, it is allowable for the {faid
 Lord, finding the faid miller within his
‘¢ manor, carrying his flour, to feize it and
apply it to his own ufe; declaration
firft made in juftice, neverthelefs in
« the faid cafe, the fack, harnefs, and
“ beaft, carrying the faid flour, are not
« forfeited.”

That may be as to the fack and the
beaft; but that is not all.

« And the faid flour not being found
¢ within the manor of the faid L.ord;
 neverthelefs the faid Lord, or any other
“ in his name, may fummon the faid fub-
je&t, and make him pay a forfeit of two
« {ols fix deniers Fremnch, to which he
¢ 1s liable, over and above the grinding,
¢ which belongs to the faid Lord; fave,
¢« neverthelefs, that the fubje&t fhould
“ be a baker, and the mill of the faid

« I.ord not fit to make white bread, &c.
ieerdrcyt

<<
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Now yours is fit, thank God, to make
brown bread, white bread, flour, and
every thing, the moft fine and fuperfine.
Therefore it is clear, that it cries for
vengeance, and requires fpeedy juftice.
No noifes peace, peace, My, Godard, is
Joon faid. But I tell you, Sir, fave a
thief from the gallows, and he will cut
your throat. You muft let me bring
thefe troublefome gentry to reafon with-
out intermeddling in my funétions. I
have another matter to difcufs with the
faid Férome, refpeting a yearly acknow-
ledgement of a pig, and two fat geefe,
which he ought to carry to the great houfe
on the eve of Saint Martin. He confefles
the pig, difputes the geefe, neither
carries fat nor lean ones ; and fo manages
matters, that whilft I am confcientioufly
confulting our parchments, we fee nei-
ther money, nor pig, nor geefe. But
patience! When your Honour fhall have
chalked out your province and mine ;
when I may be certain you will not
thackle my principles, that I may not
feek to oppofe your ideas, which dazzle
me, the machine will go of itfelf, and
may become an object of admiration to
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all who ate fkilled in the office of a
bailiff, the number of which is daily
diminifhing. ]

Our curate is well pleafed that you do
not think proper to hear talk in Cham-
porcé-le-Vicomte, either of garlands of
rofes, or prizes for the beft hemp or
wheat, ¢ Becaufe, as he fays, thofe prizes
« are only fit for Arquebufiers, or the
« company of Crofs-bow men, or the
« Academy of Chalons-fur-Marne, for
<« Jearned men, who having nothing to
« do, write fine difcourfes on what they
¢« have heard faid. I fet all the value,
<« fays he, on them I ought; becaufe in
« long winter evenings, their pamphlets
<« are of fome ufe to pafs away the time.”
And when I prefumed to make fome ob-
jections, he again clapped me on the
fhoulder, and went on,  Believe me,
<« Mr. bailiff; the happinefs of the coun-
« try does not depend on fuch fooleries.
«« We muft have other things; we great
« folkk are not to be dazzled by fuch
« bubbles. But let our young and
« good King alone. Let us pray to God

'Ddg
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every day for his profperity, health,
and fuccefs; and for fuch brave bai.
liffs as you, to whom is confided the
government of his land, called the
Kingdom of Frauce; and when we
fhall have peace, you will fee with
your own eyes, how he will make
his people happy, and his provinces
flourith. I have read the laft edicts,
and I know what I fay. In the mean
time, let my Lord, as he has pro-
mifed us, out of his pure favour and
generofity, mend that little bit of the
highway, where man and beaft are fo
often ftuck in the mud in the latter
{eafon, which is really dangerous ; and
by mean of the caufeway from the
village to the river, that we call C aufe-
way du bon Seigneur, 1 will engage
that, without either prize or endow-
ment, the hemp and wheat of Cham-
porcé-le-Vicomte, will be talked of in
the four corners of the kingdom, and
perhaps elfewhere.  You will fay, that
this little bit of the highway is not fo
very little; and that it may coft his
Honour a large fum; but, we muft
not difcourage him from doing good

¥ actions, by expofing their impractica-
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“ bility; the firft ftep is the hardeft; -

“ when once the purfe-ftrings are drawn,
“ with courage and perfeverance, any
“ thing may be accomplifhed. I agree
“ with you, that a foundation for a prize
“ would make more noife in the adver-
“ tifements of Postiers and Limoges ; but
“ the little bit of road will bring more
“ money into your coffers, Mr. bailiff,
“ to fay nothing of the daily bleflings of
“ our country folk, which will turn
“ greatly to his Honour’s advantage;
“ and when our worthy Lady of the
“ manor pleafes to vifit her domains,
“ the will not run the rifk of being
“ overturned before fhe receives our .
“ homage.”

In this affair I am inclined to be of
our good Paftor’s opinion, efpecially if
we could begin our project by voluntary
averages, to which all the inhabitants are
willing to agree; but the mifchief is,
you have a diflike to ftatute labour, as
well as to large farms; and one can no
more make you hear reafon on one than
the other. As to the crowns of rofes, I
muft own I regret the fine feftival which
fuch thing as this would occafion in a pa-
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‘tith ; when the curate on one fide, and the
bailiff, reprefenting the Lord of the Ma-
nor, on the other, would have acted a con-
fequential and memorable part. But the
curate fhut my mouth in his ufual way.
“ Truly, faid he, the girls of Chamgorcé
“ are much obliged to you for fuppofing
“ they ftand in need of crowns of flowers
“ to make them prudent and virtuous.
¢« They are fo, thank God, and one is
¢ neither better nor worfe than another.
¢« Neither do they want thefe forts of
¢« follies, or the bounty that attends it
« to get hufbands; and I defy all the
“ villages 1n which that cuftom exifts, to
<« prove by their parith regifters as many
¢« marriages, and good marriages too,
¢« a5 I make one year with another in
$ mine.’”

I am not a little charmed, that the
difcourfe of fo learned and difcreet a per-
fonage as our curate, and who is befide
Batchelor in Theology, fhould be con-
formable to your own ideas, and with
the perfet agreement refulting from it
in the {piritual and temporal powers.
Nothing of all this materially affects in-
tention ; I may fay, he overpowered me
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by his eloquence, and not permitting
myfelf an opinion on fuch abftracted fub-
jects, I muft do myfelf the juftice to fay,
that I am no friend to new arguments ; and
that I can rank myfelf on the fide of the
majority, without any violence to myfelf.
Whence I conclude, that your Honour
will deign fometimes to be of my opini-
on, when reafon makes for me; fo that
all our differences may be amicably fet-
tled; and I may fay, during life, that I
am, with the moft profound refpe&,

SiERe

Champorcé-le-Vicomte, road Your moft h umbIe,

to Lawal, through Alencon, . .

this 2 gth March, day of the gk Ob:édlenthervanr’
Annunciation (poftponed for .., | L 0D A} D.
juft caufe) after the Nativity Bailiff of Cbamﬁ&rce-/e—

of our Lord, 1780, Vicomte, and 1ts depen-
dencies, from father to
fon.

EmiLy (baving begun to read the letter
with exireme eagernefs, which infenfibly
gives place to frifled wearinefs, inattention,
fatigue, hefitation, and impatience.)

Heigh ho!

MoTHER.
Is that a//?
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B 1 v
~ What, Mamma! do you not think it
long enough ?
Mo T HER. .

Oh! yes, quite o for me; but as you
are {o fond of bufinefs, I was fearful it
might appear to you fomewhat thort.

EMiLy.

But what i1s it all about, Mamma ?
What ftuft 1c1s! (She turns ever the letter
and looks for the words.) Aggrieved---
Difletied--- Provata---The hic---One  year
with anether---Property in the moon ; and
why not the fun?---Average---Clatter---
Learly acknowledgement---Hard cafb---Give
up the regifters---Sol-fol-vent---Inflagranti
---It really perplexes me---Is it Englifh?
Is it Arabic ?

Mo T H E R.
Englifb or Arabic! thofc are terms,
that perfons like you, who are fond of
bufinefs, have at their fingers end.

F MLy, A
I affure you, Mamma, I do notunder-
{tand one of them---Befide, I believe it
is badly fpelt.
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MoTHER.

I know not how far the Bailif of Cham-
porcé 1s obliged to {pell corretly, nor
whether he has had matfters to teach him;
but I know thofe who have, and yet are
{till to learn.

EmiILvy.

That may be Mamma; but I know
thofe, who, if they cannot yet fpell per-
fectly, foon will, or know the reafon
why.

MoTHER.

Be it fo---One would fuppofe, the let-
ter from Champorcé had not amufed you
fo much as I hoped it would have done ?
I believe I muft give you your revenge,
and look for one more interefting for
you in the letter-cafe.

Balioniy
Oh! no, my dear Mamma, do not
give yourfelf that trouble; you muft not
always difturb yourfelf for me.

MorTHER.

You know nothing is a trouble to me
when 1t is to fatisfy your innocent incli-
nations ; and this early one for bufinefs
1s not only innocent, but may, in time,
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be very ufeful. I reckon, for example,
that you will inform your Papa what you
think refpeting his difpute with the
bailiff of Champorcé. 1 -am fure it will
give him pleafure, and probably furnifh
him with fome 1deas---

T L.

Indeed, T believe my papa would laugh
at me. Well, my dear Mamma, all
- things confidered, it will be beft to put
off all private bufinefs till next year;
that is, till I can underftand it. If it be
not next year it will be the year after.

Mot rER.

Then let it be {fo; but in the mean
time, Emily will {fufpe& me of wanting
confidence in her; of keeping fecrets
from her---and I know not what---For I
fee T have frequently been the victim of
her falfe judgments.

FEMILY. i
To fay the truth, I did think private
bufinefs was more interefting and agree-
able.
MoTHER.
And when you find yourfelf miftaken,
your injuftice falls on me.
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Emipv.

You know, my dear Mamma, that
children are ‘not always difcreet. They
meddle right or wrong 1n what does not
concern them, and judge of every thing
foolithly or giddily.  They take whims
in their heads, without any caufe; and
then, when they{ee things as they really
are, they are as foolifh as ever; and {o
you.have my ftory in three words.

 MoTHER. s
This 'difcovery being made, I may
Ratter myfelf, that I fhall not be {fo
lightly fufpected another time.

EMmiLvy.

I hope not.” We muflt not commit
an uppardonable fault twice. But tell
me, Mamma, do you underftand thofe
letters .off hand? |

Mo rHER.
Yes, nearly,

Emivy.

How can you have the patience to
read and employ :your time with fuch
trath; you who are {0 amiable ?

Voi: 13 Ele
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Mo THER.

I thank you for your compliment
you mean to make me amends for your
ungrounded fufpicions.

EMiLvy.

Without any compliment, it muft feem
to you dry, and infupportable; for I
muft now own ingenuoufly, that I was
tired to death of the letter; and fome-
times I thought I never fhould have
been able to have finithed it.

MorTHER.

Indeed I obferved that you feemed
agitated ; but I attributed it to the plea-
fure you felt in being employed on bufi-
nefs. It feems then, it was quite the

‘reverfe.
M e, v :

How can you bear it, Mamma? efpe-
cially if all the letters in the cafe are
like that of the bailiff at Champorcé; .
and 1f all private bufinefs is like his? Oh!
the tirefome creature !

MoTHER.

I have already told you, that bufinefs
muft be attended to, becaufe it confti-
tutes a part of our duty.

EmMiLy.

Is it then an indifpenfible duty to fa-
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tigue ourfelves with bufinefs; for I will
engage, that no kind of bufinefs can be
gay or amufing.

Mo THER.

If we would preferve cur property,
tranfmit it to our children, and, in the
mean time, enjoy it, by giving them a
fuitable educ ation, i1t muft be attended
to. -If you negleé your affairs; if you
fuffer them to fall into diforder, you
may be certain no one will take more
care of them than you do yourfelf.

E MLy,
And all for the children! Then you
are always thinking of your children ?

MoTHER.
It 1s the deareft and moft facred duty
~ of a mother,
EMiILy.
Do all mothers fulfil this duty 2

MoTHER. ;
Moft certainly ! all who deferve the
name.
EMrILy. -
Stay, Mamma, I believe all mothers
are fometimes, what you are every day.

hez
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G MorHER. .

Emily, you are in a humour to fay civil

things to day.
EMiLvy.
I fay nothing but truth.
Mo TuER.

Yet a minute fince you complained of
me. ‘

EvMivy (embracing ber mother.)

Oh! Mamma! complained of youl
What a word! Give me leave to put you
in mind of what you faid the other day,
“’That we ought to be careful of the terms
we make ufe of in converfation, or our
1deas will be greatly confufed.” I thought
you wanted confidence in me; but I
knew it could not - be exa&ed: T faid to
myfelf, the loves me tenderly, and that
15 the principal thing; confidence will
come when it can, Thanks to my
Papa’s bailiff'; I fee it is my fault if I
have not, yet deferved it ; and that it is
not yours; if I be ignorant and a little
filly.
Silat MorTHuER. ,

I flatter myfelf, that in time, igno-
rance and folly will difappear.
Z Kitsa 1 v.

To be fure, Mamma. And years wilk
bring wifdom, reflection, forefight, truth,
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and fecrecy. Do not'you expe&I {hould
have them all ?
MoTHER.

How! truth and fecrecy! and where-
fore forefight ?

Emivyv.

Yes, for when I open my heart to you,
I fee that you always tell me what is
true; that you never repeat what I fay
to you, and over and above, you always
forewarn me of what will happen tq
me. Is not that in three words, truth,
fecrecy, and forefight ?

MoTHER.

So! I knew not I was fo clofely
obferved.

EMmiLy.

In thort, T am determined to have in
my train all this catalogue of folid vir-
tues, as you call them. And as to igno-
rance, you have told me, that if T re-
main 1gnorant no one will have a good -
opinion of me; now I poﬁtlvely muﬁ
have every one’s good opinion.

OTHER.

You are extremely right.

EmiLy.

That is the reafon I made {fo much

hafte to learn to read and write,

g
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F ogioMo T ER. :
Oh! you were not in fuch very great
_ hafte. ‘

: Emrvvy, -

I made a little hafte, however. And
now I am alfo making hafte to learn
hiftory and geography---in fhort, every
thing. :
Mo THER.

Yes. Have you not already had five
leflons?

Emrivy.

‘To-day was the {ixth.

MorHER.
. Well! you fay not a word.

Emirvy.
It is becaufe I am quite aftonithed,
Mamma.
MoTHER.
For what ?
Emivy.
You are generally kind enough to

encourage me, and now you feem difs
pleafed with me,

MoTus=r.
Tafk your pardon; but as you were
going to make a great parade of the
hafte you made to learn very fmall mat-



¢be. %17, . ¢ AR Ypdpf pir 331

ters, ‘I thought it quite time to invite
you to make a juft eftimate of your
merit.
_ EmiL e
Nay, Mamma, I can read and write
very well. :
MoTHER. ,
Let us diftinguith. I grant you read
well, write---tolerably---be it fo; vou
begin to form your letters. It remains
to compare your knowledge with your
age; and to fee whether there be any
reafon for boafting.
Emiry.
You do not think there is, Mamma ?

MorTHER.
Only think of your little friend Rofalie
bragging yefterday to her mother, that
the had learned, in a very fhort time, to

put on her gloves, and put on and pull
off her fhoes, her own felf. :

Emrr v.
Then it was to make her mother laugh,
for I think every body can do that,

Mo THER.
There 1s no greater caufe to be vain
of knowing how to read and write, than
of knowing how to put on and pull off
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one’s thoes, neither is it allowable to be
ignorant of the one, any more than the
other.

EMmiLvy:

But, Mamma, I was talking to you in
the overflowings of confidence, and not
to indulge any vanity ; there might be a
little parade perhaps, not of what I now
know, but what I intend to acquire.

MoTHER.

That 1s another matter; and whenever
it thall be time, you will find me ready
to cry---a miracle !

EMiry.

You muft allow, that one does not fo
eafily learn to read, as to put on one’s
fhoes ; and that it is very difficult,

MoTHER.

I grant it; but as it is a difficulty
every one has experienced and fur-
mounted in their turn, and as no one of
my acquaintance, at leaft, have died of
it, I conclude the effort nat to be very
great, and ftill lefs marvellous.

‘ PR O
I know it tired me greatly.
Mo THER.
That muft convince you, that you are
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not one of the wonders of nature, as any
who fhould have liftened to our difcourfe
might have inferred. You know no more
than all children of your age. I know
fome even who have made a greater pro-
grefs than you, in regard to knowledge.

EMriLy,
Oh! Mamma ! you diftrefs me.

: MoTHER.
~ Be comforted. It is not your fault, it
is mine. Perhaps I did not with you to
be too early inftruted, or too learned;
and to do you compleat juftice, I muft
acknowledge, that for an ignorant child,
your converfation fometimes is not much
dmifs.
EmMiLvy.
I know why then; it is becaufe I have
had an excellent miftrefs.

MoTHER.
What! another compliment !

Emirvy.
May one not fay things as they really
are ?
Mot HER. ;
- Praife to one’s face is feldom proper..
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EMmivvy.

Well, Mamma, to give you fatisfac-
tion, I will blame you. You fay it is
your fault if I be ignorant; why did you
commit that fault? If you had inftruéted
me as well as you have taught me to
converfe, I fhould have made a greater
progrefs, and done you honour.

MorTHuER.
There was but one trifling obftacle to
that.
EmiLvy.
What was it?
MoTHER.
To inftruét others, it is needful to be
inftructed ; and how fhould I have acted,
who am unhappily very ignorant ? '

AR DS
Nay, now you jeft, Mamma.

] MoTHER.

I am ferious. ‘I will not take upon
me to fix limits to the learning of our
fex; perhaps it will not admit of any
general rule; but when I was a child, it
was not the cuftom to beftow much edu-
cation on girls, They were taught the
duties of their religion, either well or ill,
to fit them for their firt communion.
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They were provided with ‘a very good
dancing-mafter, a very bad mufic-mafter,
and at beft a very middling drawing-
mafter. = Add to this, a little hiftory and
geography ; but without any -attraction,
they were only required to retain the
names and dates, which were forgotten
when the mafter was difmiffed. This
was the whole of the moft finithed edu-
cation : above all things, we were never
reafoned with; and as to knowledge, it
was thought improper in women, and
every kind of inftru&tion was avoided.

. Emrvy.
Then how have you done, Mamma ?
for you know almoft every thing; and

talk of what they will, I never fee you

embarrafled ; you are always at home, as
Mr. Perfeuil {ays. i 5

Mo T HER.

Becaufe the fubje@s of daily conver-
fation require no great extent of know-
ledge; reafon, reflection, experience, and
a {mall portion of inftruétion, are fuf-
fictent, As to the little I do know, and
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which may be reduced to a {mall com-

pafs, it is to you, Emily, 1 am indebted

for. it. . »
| E M1 LIS, |

What, Mamma ! well‘ that is fome-
thing mew ; perhaps I have given you
leffons : -

j - MoTHER.

You. have. . Was it not nepdful I
fhould -qualify, myfelf to bring you up,
a litdde better at leaft, than crlrls were
educated in my tlme? ot »

T BT ’
Well, Mamma; if ~you pleafe, we
may finith our education together, and
then we thall fee which of us fhall make
the greateft proovrefs I have, already
two mafters youdo not want, let us have
two or three more between us, and we
will ftudy all day long together.

MoTHER.
I am certain. you would find it very
agreeable the firft day, and perhaps the
fécond ; but the day after--~ -

EMmitvy.

What do you apprehend for the day
after
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MoTHER.

Wearinefs and fatigue ; you would think
yourfelf badly ufed to have fo many
mafters. I know children are paffion-
ately fond of new arrangements, they
promife themfelves a thoufand pleafures
and fatisfattions in them; but as they are
#10 longer new the third day, they are as
foon difgufted with them. Not to con-
«ceal any thing from you, I do not remark
in you any grear defire of knowledge; I
am of opinion you are one of thofe pers
fons, who leve to learn things without any
pains, without any great exertions, ¢i-
ther of attention or application.

Extyvy,

You fay fo, Mamma, becaufe I am
fometimes a little weary of my leffons
but fo many things come in one’s head,
efpecially when one is obliged to fit fill,
it 1s impofiible to be attentive, and not
to talk.,

Moruzr.
~ That 1s, becaufe you are not interefted
enough in what is given you to learn ;
for when you are entertained you are
attentive. Now fuppofe you had two or
three mafters more than you have | It
& Mo I, L |
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would be an effetual method of giving
you a diftafte for every fort of ftudy or
application.

E m fLv.

You do not recollet that we are to
be together when thefe mafters come ;
that will be quite different. I am tired
of them, only becaufe I am there by my-
{elf, with my Governefs, and that they
come at a fixed hour. When that hour
ftrikes, it does not always pleafe me. If
they would come unexpeétedly,  they
would find me much better difpofed. It
is only difagreeable at the time one is to
{fet about it. But do not fuppofe, Mam-
ma, they always tire me ; I forefee, on
the contrary, that I fhall be every day
more and more amufed. If you were to
difmifs one of them, I affure you it
would give me pain, all things confider-
ed ; if you choofe it, we might pafs the
whole day together in taking leflons. Do
think of it, my dear Mamma ; you will
find it will anfwer the end.

MoTHER.
1 have confulted thereon an infallible
guide, who abfolutely will not give her
conient.
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EMiILvy.
Who can that be?

MoTHER.
Nature.
EMiLy.
What, has the fpoken to you?

MoTHER.

She has chofen you for her interpreter
to me.

B v,

I knew not fhe had done me that
honour.

MorTHuER.

As T faw you were {carcely ever quiet
but when talking to me; as at other
times (that is almoft the whole day) I
faw you continually running, jumping,
tormenting, and fatiguing yourfelf, and
difturbing me with all kinds of noifes,
and motions, I concluded, that you did
not lead fo reftlefs a life for your plea-
fure, but that nature {fo ordained it without
confulting you; that the ftood in need of
that continual agitation to ftrengthen you,
accelerate your growth, and unfold the
different powers with which fhe had en-
dowed you.

|45 oy
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2

EmrIvy.

But, Mamma, the worlt of it is being
troublefome to you; for, as to myfelf, I
affure you I do not perceive that I lead
a reftlefs life; I fleep the better for it,
and I never find myfelf tired.

MoTHER.
Be that as it may; I was fearful of
thwarting nature in her operations, by
confining you too foon to a fedentary life,
even ta the common forms of fociety,
nay to the flichteft application for more
than half an hour: I trembled left I
thould injure, by too early a reftraint,
thofe tender and delicate fibres, before
they had acquired their elafticity and
confiftence, and weaken that wonder-
~ ful energy in childhood, by endeavour-
ing to conftrain exercife, or direét it too
early. You know, leffons are not to be
learned while you are running or jump-
ing, and ftill lefs without attention and
application ; therefore, as I did not re-
quire your application, I made a facri-
fice of the leffons, faying, Les us fee what
will become of our little [avage? If, at
her age, the intention of nature be con-
fined to the improvement of the bodily
powers, we muft not interrupt her work
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by a premature Improvement of the
mental ones : we cannot be in two places
at one time. 1 was fo convinced of this
truth, that had I followed my opinion,
perhaps you would not yet have known
how to read.

EMmrILyY.
Oh! Mamma! only think what a
fhame that would be !

MoTHER.

Whenever I faw your vifage lengthen
in taking your book; or clandeftinely
fwallow your tears; whenever the dread-
ful operation of fpelling and putting to-
gether your fyllables, did not fucceed to
your withes, I was tempted to difmifs
Mr. Collier, and to fay to him, 577, I de-
fire you will return when fbe fhall be ten or
twelve years of age.  Probably nature
will not yield children to our inftructions,
till the has accomplifhed, or at leaft, far
advanced their phyfical education. Per-
haps, by obliging them too foon to at-
tention, application, and confequently to
a fedentary life, we may oppofe her
moft effential purpofes. We may re-
femble rath and ignorant furgeons, who,
endeavouring to haften a tardy organifa-

Skt
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tion, or improve a faulty one, which fre-

quently exifts only in their Imagination,

render their patients cripples for life.
EMivy.

Oh! Mamma! I remember the long -
faces very well, and all the reft of my
childith tricks; and how I ufed to cry
with one eye, and laugh with the other,
There would be fome reafon to cry if I
could not now read.

MortTHuEr.

The fear of being thought fingular,
and ftill more, that of making an unfuc-
cefsful experiment, faved you from that
danger. We run great rifks in deviat.
ing from the beaten tra®. It requires
much confidence to eftablith an -opinion,
unfupported by fuccefs, in preference to
thofe inftructions which are confecrated
by public wifdom. It is evidently more
expedient to follow common experience,
than to commit an irreparable error, by
attempting, ‘without fuccefs, an wuntried
experiment. No fpecies of enterprife s
becoming in our fex. ‘This fole con.
fideration has perhaps preferved you, my
dear, from the danger of being a wonder,
It is faid, that a perfet woman is the,
of whom one ‘hears neither good nor ill4
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therefore, I hope you will never be
quoted for any thing,

Emivy.

Except for reading well, which very
much delights me at prefent, notwith.
ftanding the pains it coft me, 1 did not
then forefee how greatly it would one
day amufe me.

MoTuzr.

You fee, that without appearing to dg,
fo, I let you into the fecret of education ;
you are my confidant, and nothing re-
mains for me but to afk your advice when
occafions offer.

EMivLy,

I will not refufe it, my dear Mamma,
in proper time and place, that is to fay,
when I can fee a little farther than my
nofe.  Between ourfelves, I muft own,
there was here and there, in your dif=
courfe, fome little things I did not well
underftand ; that energy, thofe fibres, orga-
nization, 1 do not very well know what
it isall about; but I ‘would not fay fo,
Befide, it did not fatigue me like Mr.,
Bailiff, with his eternal reprefentations,
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Yeis not Arabic, you fpeak Engilfb, my
dear Mamma; and if I do not under-
ftand all you fay, 1 will not appear to be
as ignorant of your fecrets, as I was of
private bufinefs.

MoTHER.

You have reafon to complain; I have
been too prolix. I only meant to tell
you, that we will have no mote mafters
41l the effervefcence of childhood 1s {fub-
fided, and, at the proper time, the want
of inftruction will manifeft itfelf.

EMiLy.
I think that may foon be. Let us
have our mafters in readinefs, for the
time draws on with long firides i 8

Mo THER.
We will watch its approach, left it
fhould efcape us.
EMILY.
Now, there is anotber idea that puzzles
me.
MoTHER.
What is 1t 2
EMiLy.
Do you remember what a deal of com-
pany we had the evening, before my papa
went away f
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MoTHER.
Yes; I recollet that evening as one
of the moft difagreeable of my life.

EMmrIrvy.

Indeed {o it was. They came on ac-
count of my Papa’s departure. I thought
every body would have been as heavy-
hearted as you and I; but I was mif-
taken, they did not ceafe talking and
chattering, without exprefling the leaft
regret at his departure.

MoTHER.

Becaufe, to all but you and me, his
departure was a matter of grear indif-
ference. They fulfilled the laws of
cuftom and fociety; they came to thew
their attention, and not their affe&ion.
As none of our particular friends, or
even acquaintance, were of the number,
the converfation could only turn on the
weather, and other common-place fub-
jects, infipid enough. When thefe were
thoroughly difcuffed, and they had ftaid
the proper time, they took their leave,
- pleafed at their vifit being over.
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EMrILy.

Why did they come, if it did not
amufe them ?

MoTHER.

To be troublefome, and wafte their
time and ours. '

| 28I 8 6 v -

But, Mamma, that is very filly.

' MoTHER.

Every thing in this world has its ad-
vantages and inconveniences. Thefe are
the incoveniences of fociety.

EMmitLy.

Well! but do yourecolleét what game
they made of that lady---I have forgotten
her name---The lady who is fo learned
———That I fhould forget her name al-
ready !---

MoTHER.

No matter for her name. I frankly
own, I recolleét nothing either of the
lady, nor thofe who made game of her.
I was very inattentive all that day.
What did they fay then?

B M 1L ve

The Count de Vieuxpont faid, fhe only
wanted a do&or’s hat; and that it was
impoffible to fay one word in her pre-
fence, without her quoting a Greck or
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Latin author. This made the fat gentle-
man 1n the green coat and fine waiftcoat
die with laughing, and he faid, ¢ She
always difplays her {cience, though the
does not even know the price of a
chicken; and that the would do better
to teach her daughter to {peak, who can-
not yet read than Jofe her time in puz-
zling us.)
MoTHER.

A moft witty remark indeed! What
did your father fay to it?

3 Eiv vy, |
My Papa? Nothing at all. Ibelieve
he was as abfent as yourfelf, Mamma,
and was thinking of fomething elfe.

MoTHER.

Then we were both to blame. It is
always the fault of the mafter or miftrefs
of the houfe, whenever the abfent are
ridiculed. Though we know nothing of
the lady 1n quef’uon, I am now very
forry I was not more attentive, and pre-
vented it.

EMiLv.

But, Mamma, you cannot filence your
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vifitors as you can little children, who
prattle mal-a-propos.

MoTHER.

I afk your pardon. You may, with-
out pedantry or affeGation, fo contrive,
that nothing fhall be faid in your houfe
that you fhall not like to hear again. I
forbid no fubje& of converfation, yet
you muft have remarked, the abfent are
never ridiculed in my houfe, ftill lefs
thofe I am not acquainted with.

By
‘That may be, but I never took notice
of it |
MorTHER.
Evil fpeaking, is, of all vices infociety,
what I have the greateft averfion to.

Emrvvy.

Yes, it 1s very melancholy to dwell on
other peaple’s defects and imperfections
for ever. But, Mamma, to return to our
fubject; if ignorance be a fhame, why
make a jeft of learning # That is what
Ppuzzles me.

MoTHER.

It i1s a ferious queftion. I recolleé
b 55
X

“that the fociety of one of your little com-

pRe
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panions is rather difpleafing to you. Is -
it not Mifs Perfeuil?

EMiLv.
That is true, Mamma; fhe tires me a

little.
MoTHER.

Why fo?

EmiLy.

You know why; that is one of my
{ecrets.

MoTHER.

Tell it me again, if you pleafe. I do
not recollect it.

‘ EMiLy.

She is always talking of herfelf;
what fhe has faid, what the has done, and
what fhe has learned. When we want
to play (for in thort, Mamma, we do not
meet to thew our learning) fhe will not ;
one would think it was beneath her to

lay with wus, fhe gives herfelf airs, and
fets herfelf up for an example. °

MoTHER.
You do not think that right?

8 e
I do not know whether it be right or
wrong, but if tires me.
VoL, I G g
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oMo T mER:

Probably, the lady in queftion, con-
ducted herfelf in the fame manner to-
ward the gentleman who fpoke fo freely
of her. For you muft be perfuaded
they deride not knowledge in itfelf, but
the manner in which the lady boafts of
that the poffefles. -

A oA
Yet we muit let others fee what we
know, or elfe be thought jgnorant,

MoTHER.

That is not the end of learning. The
truly learned never talk of their learning
in company, as it 1s obferved that vir-
tuous perfons never make pretentions to
virtue ; they are fatisfied to know it is
the inmate of their breafts, but it never
dwells on their lips. Thefe obfervations
being made, it i1s to be prefumed, that
the lady in queftion is not really learned,

Eivrov
But if we conceal our knowledge, how
is the world to be made acquainted with
it?
MorTHER.
Do you run out to meet my vifitors,



and fay, I can read, I can embroider a
little, I begin to make tapeftry ¢
EmMiLy.
No, Mamma.
MoTHER.

Yet, it is well known you are not 1g~

norant of thofe things.
Emivy.

Pecaufe I have been feen employed at
them.

Mo THE R.

It is as eafy to judge by your manner
of liftening to converfation, and by your
replies when any queftions are afked of
you, whether you be ignorant or in-
formed.

EMiILyY.

What! without making any difplay of

i
Mo THER.

Without doubt. When you are found
to be at bome, as you faid juft now of
me, it is immediately perceived, ~and
when you are not, it 1s as foon dif-
covered.

EmiILy.

That may be. But, Mamma, if thofe
things I know are never mentioned be-
fore me, it -will be thought 1 am neyer

Gig 2
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at bome, and that would be vexatious. My
houfe will be taken for the habitation of
ignorance.

Mo Tuc-r.

That is a motive to engage you to
learn with fpeed what you are ignorant
of, and to enlarge the fund of your know-
ledge daily. The better you are in-
ftructed, the fewer fubjefs of conver-
fation will be ftrange to you,

EMiLy,
I am perfe&ly fenfible of that.

Mot uER.
Still T return to what I faid, that no
one is learned merely for the pleafure of
appearing fo.

EmMiLy.
And T alfo return to what I faid, that
there can be no pleafure in being thought
ignorant.

Mo THER,

Granted. But learning has a greater
and more noble end than can arife from
a vain oftentation of it.

EMmrILy.
What 1s 1t ?
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MoTHER.

When the objet of your cares is the
cultivation of your reafon, and to adorn
it with ufeful and folid knowledge, you
open fo many new fources of delight and
fatisfa&tion ; you prepare fo many means
of embellithing your exiftence, fo many
refources againft wearinefs, {o many con-
folations in adverfity, as you acquire ac-
complithments and knowledge. Thefe
are pofleflions none can deprive you of,
which emancipate you from your de-
pendance on others, fince you ftand in
need of no one’s affiftance to employ
yourfelf, and to be happy; which, on
the contrary, makes others dependant on
you; for the more talents and know-
ledge we have, the more ufeful and ne-
ceflary we become to fociety. Without
mentioning that it is the moft efficacious
remedy againft idlenefs, that formidable
foe to happinefs and virtue.

Evmivy:
I thall be armed with {o many arrows
againft this dangerous enemy, that I

fhall deftroy 1t.

MoTHER.
That is really poetical.
Gg 3
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EvMivLvy.
Have you then forgotten the arrows of

Apollo yefterday evening ?

MoTHER,

I was far from thinking of them at
Fhat moment. However, this is thew-
ing one’s learning, a-propos, and with-
out affectation !

, Eag e,

I have already learned to few, to mend
my handkerchiefs, take care of my linen,
embroider a little, to make fome of my
own cloaths, and my doll’s too.

Mot H ER.

You enoble your needle, by placing it
among your arrows; but there is no
great harm in that: It is certain, that by
applying yourfelf to the works fuitable
to your {ex, you have one good arrow
the more 1n your quiver againft idlenefs,
and you thereby learn to do without af-
fiftance from others. The advantages
are evident; freedom and power. Join to
thefe occupations thofe of the mind, thofe
which give a fpring and alivity to the
foul, and you will fenfibly advance to-
‘ward perfection,.



Con. XII. O:F 7B & I3, 355

EmMrIrvy.

Oh! I hope I fhall make a rapid pro-
grefs.---But, Mamma, when one is tho-
roughly inftruted, one has no time to
play.

MorTHER. »

I afk your pardon. At leaft you will
find relaxation, repofe, or amufement,
though perhaps of a lefs frivolous nature
than what children require.

EmMrIvLvy.

In my whole life, I never faw you
play at any play; you are always em-
ployed.

MorTuER.

Little ungrateful thing ! how often have
I played with your play-things to amufe
you, even till I was fatigued ?

Biying v.

True, my dear Mamma; but it was
pure complailance on your part; it did
not amufe you at all, though you were
kind enough to feem fo.

Mo THER.
A time will come, when your doll,
your magic-lanthorn, 'your baby-houfe,
will no longer amufe you: wherefore it
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will be right to prepare, from this time,
refources againft that day.

Eay 11 v,
I hope you will fpare my magic-lan-
thorn. I fhall be always fond of that.

MoTHER.

With all my heart. I like it very
well alfo; and to convince you-of it, I
defire you will thew it to me; for you
muft be tired of talking, and I am quite
exhaufted.

Earir v,

Shall I afk for candles? We have

been in the dark this half hour,

MorTHER.
You may, if you pleafe.

Eansn v.

And when I have lighted up, you fhall
fee, Madam, the infide of St. Peter’s at
Rome, with the facade, and famous colo-
nade ; and the Place de Nawvone, with its
fountains; and the fountain of 77évi; and
the infide of the church called the Rofun-
da, lighted at the top; and the Palace of
Caferte ; and the Dome at Milan, with all
its little figures; and the Muifon Quaryée,
as well as the fountain at Nifmes; and the
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colonade of the Louvre; and St. Paul’s ar
London; and the infide of the Pantheon at
London ; and the Town-Houfe at Amfter-
dam ; and the Opera-Houfe at Berlin 5
and the New Palace of Sans-Souci ; and
the Palace of the Hermitage of the Em-
prefs of Ruffia, at Peterfbourg, upon the
Neve; and the fuperb lake at Czarkozélo,
with the marble bridge ; and many other
curiofities worthy your attention.

MoTHER.

I do not think I fhall prefume to fee
all this gratis. With fo well furnithed
machine, and that meclodious tone of
voice, you would make a fortune at a
fair,

Exp ofF Vor. 1.
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