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THIRTEENTH CONV ERSATION.

MoTHER.

HowW now, Emily! are you {o foon re-
turned from walking ?
EMmILy.
Yes, Mamma.
MoTHER.

One would fuppofe, your wallz had not
afforded you much pleafure, What is
the matter with you?

EmMiLy.
Nothing,” Mamma. You know I
Vor. 11, yet »
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am not fond of walking in the Tui-
beries.
MorTHER.
Do I know it! This is the firft time
you ever told me fo.

EmriLy.

I do not think I fhall go there any
more, unlefs you go with me. Oh!
Mamma! give me our country walks. I
have juft found out, that I have a parti-
cular tafte for a country life; and that
Puris is no longer pleafing to me. The
famenefs of the walks, the crowd, the
number of idle and ftaring people, who
are at a lofs how to fpend their time---

MoTHER.
Your reflections are fomewhat fevere,
but truly philofophical.

| EvmrIvry,
And what is ftill worfe, they fpend it
In a manner difagreeable to others,

MorT HER.
How difagreeable to others?

EMIvy.
You know well enough, Mamma; in
finding fault with all they fee---I think,
with you, that it is very contemptible.
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MoTHER.

What ! did you again meet with the

lady and her fleeve-knots ?
EmivLy.

No, Mamma; but there was fuch a
confufed noife as uniform as the walks;
fuch a ruftling of filks; fuch a continual
and infipid prating, that it makes one
quite low-fpirited, and which leaves the
mind quite vacant.

MoTHER.

How! do you then make the mind of
the party? 1 plainly fee, my dear child,
that you are going to adopt the fafthion-
able ftyle.

By v

It is enough to deftroy me with ennui;
I deteft it: and when one is coming
away---

4 MoTHER.
One returns in an 1ll-humour.
EMrIry.

One meets with very impolite people,
who know not how to behave themf{elves.
Mo THER.

Who are they ?

: s e b v,

Only think, Mamma! that I fhould
meet at the gate two ladies and a gentle-

o A B
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man coming in; and that in paffing me,

one of the ladies throwing her eyes care-

lefsly on me, thould fay to the other,

with great indifference, “ She would be

pretty enough, if the were not fo brown.”
MoTH ER.

So, {fo! you are indebted then to the
meeting with thefe ladies for your great
ftock of philefophy, and fettled tafte for
a country life ?

EmMicvy.

What bufinefs was it of theirs? You
muft allow, Mamma, that their heads
and hearts could be but badly furnifhed,
to wafte their time in making fuch kind
of remarks. You were right to fay, the
other day, that perfons of a certain turn
of mind, were above dwelling on the
imperfetions of others. I fhould like
to afk thofe ladies, who it was that com-
miffioned them to obferve, whether the
little girls they meet were fair or brown.

Mo T HER.

And I too, thould like to afk them,
what right they had to fpoil my Emily’s
walk, and difparage the beautiful gar-
dens of the Tuileries, which have already
loft much of their reputation, fince the
rage has prevailed of making Englifh
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gardens between four walls in the center
. of Paris.

| EMrILy.
What do you mean, Mamma? What

difparagement ?

MoTHER.

Have they not made them appear
odious in your eyes by their difcourfe,
and infpired you with an averfion to
walking in them.

EmiILy.

There are people enough without me.
Befide, you fee what it is to go to public
places with one’s Governefs. It is fo
childifh; and every one thinks they have
a right to take liberties with one. If
you had been with me, it would not
have happened, my dear Mamma.

MoTHER.

And you would have returned much

the fairer for it ?
EMiLy.

Nay, Mamma, we are what we are:
we do not go to the Tuileries to hear
ourfelves talked of; befide, as Madam
de Verteuil faid yefterday, I do not
know on what occafion,  Truth 1s not

to be fpoken at all times.”
13
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MorTHER.

Is this truth then fo very mortifying to
you ?

EMivy.

Methinks it is. I it not very ugly to
be brown ?

MorTwuEr.

To be fair is certainly more pleafing
than to be brown; and to be brown is
lefs pleafing than to be fair; that is all
the difference.

EMivry.

To be fure, it was very neceflary I
fhould meet thofe ladies to know I was
as brown as a gipfy.

OTH E R, |

Did they carry the comparifon fo far ?

EMiLy,

No, Mamma; but I immediately
thought I looked juft like one.

g MorTHER.

‘Then probably you are fond of deep
colours, and not of the faireft Interme-
diate thades ?

EMairvy.

Indeed, Mamma, I do not think I was

cither fo brown or fo ugly laft year.
Mo rTuer.

I do not think you were; it is owing to

your having been much cxpofed to the
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fun and wind; you are a good deal tan-
ned. Had I been in your place, I would
have- f’copped the ladies, and faid to them,
« Have patience ladies, it is only three
" days fince I left the country. I will
meet you here two or three months
hence. When 1 fhall have paffed the
winter in town, you will perhaps find
my complexion cleared up, and changed
for the better. However, if T be not
very fair, you muft acknowledge, I have
a healthy look, and that i1s worth fome-
thing.”
EMivry.

What, Mamma! does living in town

improve the complexion ?
MoTHER.
This difcovery may perhaps a little
reconcile you to Paris.
EMiwy.
It will at leaft make me fome amends.
Mot HER.

And will enable you to wait for the

fummer {feafon with refignation.
Emivy.

How forry I am I had not the fenfe to
have faid {o to thefe ladies. 1 think they
would have-looked a little foolith, not-
withftanding their fkill in judging of the
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complexions of the company---However,
if I had had the fenfe, I thould not have
had the courage; fo it comes to the fame
thing.

MoTHER.

You might have faid ftilt better, and
difconcerted them ftill more.

Emiry.

How, pray?

MoTHER.

“ Know, ladies, that a fair fkin, and
beautiful features, are {fmall advantages,
- when compared to the qualities of the
heart and underftanding; that it is pof-
{ible to poflefs every exterior grace, with-
out being either amiable, eftimable, hap-
py, or refpetable, or without deferving
to be fo. If my complexion do not
pleafe you, it fhall be my endeavour to
deferve your approbation, by more {olid
and lafting means, if you will ever con-
defcend to take more particular notice of
me, than in walking on the terrace of the
Tuileries.”

Earar iy,

Ah! Mamma ! what a fine fpeech! I
would give my whole month’s allowance
to have made it. What a delightful
thing it is to have fenfe, and to know
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when to ufe it! Methinks I fee the
aftonithment of the lady, when I fhould
have drawn her by the gown, and in a
refpectful manner made fuch a fpeech.
I think fhe would have caft down her
large black eyes, which fhe caft fo care-
lefsly on me; as much as to fay, “ Whe-
ther you be fair or brown, it is all one
o .me.”
MoTHER.

But I, who am not fo indifferent about
you, fhould like to have one little cir-
cumftance cleared up.

EMity.
What circumftance, my dear Mamma ?

MoTHER.

Suppofe another little brown girl had
been walking on the terrace at the fame
time, and that the ladies remarking it,
had faid what they did of you, I would
know, whether it would have made fo
ftrong an impreflion on you, or if you
would have refented it with fuch indig-
nation ?

EmrILy.

Doubt it not, my dear Mamma. I
thould have feen in a moment, that the
little girl, at her return, would have
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been very unhappy. Have you not
taught me to put myfelf in the place of
others? I cannot bear to fec people
mortified in fuch a manner; we ought
to behave with refpect to every one; be-
fide, you have opened my eyes, and
taught me how to eftimate fuch flan-
derers.

Mortner.

Come, come; I fee you are difpofed
to be a little fevere, and that your morals
will not err on the fide of indulgence ;
we muft be on our guard before you---
But fuppofe thofe ladies, inftead of tak-
ing notice of your brown fkin, had faid,
“ That child bids fair to be handfome in
time 2"’

EMviLy.

Oh! Mamma! you have a mind to
perplex me now---Why I fhould have
bluthed and looked down.

Mo THER.
In that cafe, the walks of the Tuilerics
would not have appeared fo difagrecable
to you?

Emivy. ;
Do you think fo, Mamma ?
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MoTHER.

Yet, to judge from a {uperficial glance,
without being at all interefted, either for
or againft any one, is always Judomg at
random.

EMiLy.

That may be, Mamma; yet you muft
allow, that a flattering opinion does not
appear fo ill-founded, as that which gives
us uneafinefs.

MoTHER.

I fuppofe not; and I prefume, in that
cafe, the {everity of your moral would be
fomewhat foftened in favour of thofe who
judge fo fuperficially, and at random,

BEiv 1w v
But, Mamma, is it not one of your
maxims, that we thould be fevere toward
ourfelves, and indulgent toward others? .

MorTHE R.
And I fee you apply it in a moft dif-
interefted manner, and without any re-
trofpet to yourfelf. |

A BAME 1
How do you make that out, Mamma?



1z CONVERSATIONS . ConXIII

Do you think me partial, and that I have
two weights and two meafures as the
Scrlptures fay?

, MoTHER.

Acknowledge, at leaft, that you are
not wanting in indulgence toward thofe,
who, without even looking ftedfaftly at
you, anfwer for it, that you will one day
be handfome.

EMiILvy. ;

Nay, I believe my dear Mamma, fuch
a predi¢tion never difpleafed any one.

Mo THER. :

Beauty muft certainly be the fupreime
happinefs of life; for young people to
“obtain it, would facrifice health, riches,
and per haps more effential advantages.

Emirnvy.

Supreme happinefs is perhaps faying a,
little too much; however, Mamma, it is
a very great happinefs. I have heard
you fay, more than once, that it is.a real
advantage to anticipate the favour of
others, by an interefting or agreeable
figure, - by a pleafing and feducmg ex-
terior.

MoTHER.

Yet I know not whether we ought to
look on beauty as fo very defirable an
advantage,
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: EMrLv.
" You have then taken a diflike to it?

MoTHER.

T obferve, in the firlt place, that no
advantage is more fragile, frivolous, or

fleeting, than, not to mention numerous
- accidents, a few years change every fea-
ture, deftroy every charm, and efface
even the remembrance of them. Do
you think thofe are very wife, or happy, -
who found their felicity on {o tranfient a

pofleflion ?
Exivy.

Oh! thatis a great misfortune to be
fure. ‘
Mo THER.

Iam of opinion, as it is fo fubje
to fpoil, fade, and vanith quite away,
that thofe are greatly to be pitied, who#
place their happinefs in it. They can
know no enjoyment without alloy.. They
muit look on the care of their beauty and
drefs, as the moft important bufinefs of
their lives; which will, in time, give a
trifling, reftlefs, jealous, envious, and
melancholy turn te the mind.

Vo, 11, B
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EMiLy.

What a frightful piture! But why
envious ?

Mo THER.

Becaufe, inftead of enjoying the charm
of beauty, and acknowledging it where-
ever it appears, they envy its fplendour
and triumphs; they look upon it as a
perfonal calamity befallen themfelves ;
they are perfuaded, that the applaufe be-
ftowed on beauty is at their expence ;
that it cannot receive the fmalleft ho-
mage, without depriving them of con-
queft; and then they become thoughtful
and unhappy. To be unhappy at the
beauty of another; what a degrading tor-
ment !

EMmivvy.

Yes; itis buying fupreme happinefs

fomewhat dearly.

MoTHER.

This fupreme happinefs is expofed to
ftill greater and more alarming dangers.

‘ EMicy.

Tell me quickly what they are, my
dear Mamma, that I may be entirely
difgufted with it,
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MoTHER.

Time will unfold them to us, my
dear, as we advance in our career: 1n
the mean time, let it fuffice to remark
to you, that it is pofiible to be perfeétly
happy without being handfome; and to
be infinitely handfome Wlthout being

happy.
EMiLy.

But beauty is no obftacle to happinefs.

MoTHER.

Say rather, that beauty and happinefs
are not incompatible. It cannot be
doubted, that a beautiful woman, in
whom are united perfonal attractions,
and mental charms, who conceals, under
the veil of the graces, a noble, generous,
elevated, and feeling heart; whofe ex-
terior charms give an additional luftre to
the virtues with which fhe is adorned,
muft be the mafter-piece of nature. Yet
all this being fuppofed, ftill the mind
muft rife fuperlor to the perfon. It
wants not beauty to {ecure, according to
its different qualities, either refpeét, ve-
neration, admiration, efteem, or love ;

B
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in a2 word, every kind of f{uffrage that
mankind never beftows on beauty alone.
It muft be allowed, that an eminent de-
gree of beauty excites alfo our admira-
tion; but that is a fentiment {till more
fleeting than its obje&. It is of fuch
fhort duration, that it is often converted
into contempt, when we perceive, that
the beauty of the mind does not’ corre-
{pond with the charms of the perfon.
EmiLvy.
It is now debafed indeed.
MorTHuER.

Therefore, I never could fet any value
on what 1s fubje& to fo many viciflitudes,
and which alone, 1s infufficient to our
happinefs. I thould be much concerned
for you, if you fhould place yours on
fuch a bafis. For inftance, would
with, that the fear of being a Httle
brown or tanned fhould lay a reftraint
on your country diverfions; and before
you fet out for a walk, thould induce

ou to call a confultation to determine
whether the fun be not too hot ; whether
there be not an appearance of rain; or if
the wind whiftle not too roughly in your
face? Should that ever be your cafe, I
fhould exclaim, What a poor creature!
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to facrifice her pleafures, her amufe-
ments, nay, ftill more folid advantages,
fuch as health, for an uncertain good, the
hopes to procure by dint of affected
delicacy.

EmiLy.

One micht juft as well be put in 2
glafs-cafe like a relic.

MoTHER.

Notwithftanding, if you think proper,
to bring you fomewhat nearer to the ftate
of a relic, I will give you a gauze veil
to cover your face, when you go a walk-
ing. It mayindeed prevent your breath-
ing the air freely; but n revenge, your
complexion will be wonderfully pre-
ferved, and no one will find fault with
it whenever you fhall walk on the Teraffe
des Fenillants.

EMiLY.

No, no, no! my dear Mamma, I
thank you for your veil; I am not yet a
relic,

Mo THER.

Do not too haftily refufe it; it is
worth fome confideration.  If you difdain
it now, I fhall not, in my turn, perhaps

B
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be difpofed to make you an offer of it
when you fhall think proper,

oL, Y :
No, no, Mamma! I fhall never want
one. Iam only forry for one thine.

: MoTuEzRr.
What is it ?
E T R

At my being vexed. - I now think it
was very filly. T believe, Mamma, the
fhorteft way is not to think at all of one’s
perfon. If it be a good one, fo much
the better; if not, what can be done ?

MorTHnER.

It is the fhorteft way and the befi,
We thould confider beauty in the fame
light we do thofe capricious perfons, who,
when they obferve you annex any great
importance to their acquaintance, with-
draw themfelves with difdain; and, on
the contrary, are the firft to make ad.
vances, if you appear to negle&, or treat
them with indifference. .

B v,

Well, Mamma! ¥ am now determined
to think no more of it,

, Mo ThuER,

But to run after health--.-
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EmMiLv.

And after wifldom alfo.

MoTHER.
Very well. And perhaps beauty will
begin to run after you.

EMrItLy.
~ If it fhould take that fancy, I will
fuffer myfelf to be caught, fhall I ?

MoTHER.
Provided wifdom and health are
caught in their turn.

Ewumivy,

Well, Mamma ! to have done with the
capricious perfonage, will you lend me
the book you had in your pocket, the
laft time we took a country ramble. You
told me, it contained all the principles
of morality.

MoTHER,

You fhall read it in time.

Ermiy.

Pray, Mamma, give it me now. It
will make me forget all the nonfenfe I
heard at the Zuileries.

MoTHER.

Every thing in due feafon. That
. book contains many paflfages above
your comprehenfion,
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EMiry.

But, Mamma, only one little paffage
to learn by heart. I am fure thisis an
innocent curiofity, and you cannot blame
1t,

MorTuER.

I even think it laudable. But Mr.
Verteuil carried the book you afk for
away with him yefterday. When he re-
turns it, you fhall read a fragment of it;
and you fhall afterward make me an ex-
tract from it.

Emricy.
Fragment 1s as much as to fay, chap-
ter or portion, Is it not? And pray,
what 1s an extract?

MoTHER.

To make an extra&, is to take the
fubftance of any work ; that is, the prin-
cipal ideas, or what interefts you the
moft, and to leave the remainder. There-
fore, you fhall tranfcribe from the book
you mention, or the fragment you will
read, all you can underftand, or what
pleafes you the beft; and you thall leave
all you do not yet underftand, or what
does not particularly pleafe you,
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EMmiLvy.

Yes, yes! I underftand you. It is
juft a fortnight fince you told me fo, and
that it was a work that would anfwer two
purpofes ; becaufe you might judge by
the extrad, both of the underftanding of
the author, and of that of the perfon
who makes the extra&; and you faid,
you would let me do it this winter; and
you likewife, that is, each of us feparate-
ly, tofee which would do it beft.

MoTHER.

Is it exattly a fortnight fince I faid fo?
You have really a wonderful memory !

EMiILy.

That is, becaufe we talked of other
matters; and one thing brings to mind
another, you know, Mamma. It is like
the links of a chain which are connected
one with another, and whoever touches
one, puts the whole in motion.

MoT HER.

So that from one to another (for we
have here at leaft half a dozen crouded
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together in firange diforder) we have
put a third in motion.

EMiLy. ,
‘Becaufe it happened as we returned
from Neél’s vintage. ;

MoTHER. ,
That was certainly one of the principal
links of the chain.

. EMiLy.

Noél faid, “ God be praifed! we
fhall have a good feafon:” and when
we came away, he added, « You fee,
Mifs, how good your Mamma is, the will
not fuffer me to leave my wine prefs to
wait upon her, as is my duty.” His
children then conduéted us back in
proceflion to the village; and fo, when
we turned off to go home, you told me,
Mamma, that you would give me a fairy
tale to read.

MoTHER.

Here we have a long feries of links
indeed! But I was much to blame, my
dear, to talk to you of faries, when I had
fo favourable an opportunity of intro-
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ducing ancient fable, and of introducing
Bacchus, the fon of Semele, and old Silenus;
and of drawing a parallel between him
and our good neighbour, Noél, greatly
to the advantage of the latter.

EMiLy.

You would perhaps have found the
right perfon to talk to, Mamma, on that
fubje¢t. =~ When my brothers and 1
walk out together, Mr. Pauffon explains
a chapter in mythology to them, when-
ever they have given him fatisfaction in
regard to their leffons in geometry; and
my Governefs and I reap the advan-
tage without {feeming to do it.

MoOTHER.

Are thefe explications of mythology
pretty frequent?
By,
Yes, Mamma, very much fo,
Mo TH ER.

I am glad of it; for it leads me to
hope your brothers will be fkilful geo-
metricians.

Emrvy.

Befide, I do not always accompany

them in their walks; and they know
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many chapters which peither my Go-
vernefs nor I could profy by.

e OTHER.

I thould indeed hyve been agreeably
furprifed, to have found I was talking of
Bacchus and Silenns to one who could
have underftood me,

Emrivy.

The fail_‘Y tale put the mythology out

of your mind.
MorTHER.

I know not how the link of the fairy
tale could be conneed with that of the
extract. Probably my links were not
properly arranged ‘that day.

Emicv.

Perhaps, Mamma, the vintage of N
came in between themy that 18, we talk-
ed of the extra& in the morning, and of
the fairy tale in the evening.

g MoTuER.

You are right to fay, that all your
links are conneéted, and whoever touches
one, moves the whole, elpecially in a
chain {o unfteady as yours.

_ Exmrriy.

It was you, Mamma, who put all the

links in motion.
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Mo THER.

Am I to be charged with that too ? It
feems then I do many things without
knowing it. As to the fairy tale, I re-
member my promife, and fhall keep my
word. - '

' EmrILy.

Nay, I believe you promifed to write

one on purpofe for me. .
Mo THER.

It pleafes you to fay fo. But notwith-
franding my refpet for your chain, I am
very certain of the contrary:

Emivy.
Are you quite certain, Mamma ¢

MoTHER. :
I could not promife to perform impof-
fibilities. LT g :
Ewmtryy !

How impofﬁbilities ?

MoTHER.
Imagination is requifite to write a fairy
tale, and I have none.
EmiLy. |
No to be fure, you have not imagina-
tion enough; while my Governefs in-
vented as many as ever I could wifh,

when I was little.  Come, come; you
Yor, 11 : C
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are not fond of fairy tales, I recollect
now you once told me {o. I o d

Mornenr.
. Was it Juﬁ 2 fortnight fince I told you
that alfo ? "The day We ‘went to the
vintage feems to have .been a day of
oeneral confeflion, as that.on. which you
were at the Tuilerits is become a' day of
general remmlfcence.

EmrLy, Ter 4]
, But Mamma, why do you not hke
fairy tales? Are you not a little capri-
c1ousP
Mo i E R, ;
Perhaps I may. Who told you I was
not fo as well as another ?

E MILY,
Well, but I dare fay your caprice has
always 1ome motive or other,

MotTHuER,
‘Then yours has none ?

EMrcy.
Perhaps it may, Mamma; but] can-
not find it out.---

_ MoTHER,
Or perhaps you do not care to do it,
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EMIvy. '

Ah'! I know why you do not like fairy
tales. I now recolleét it. You {aid, fuch
a mixture of folly and reafon was dif-
pleafing to you.

Mo THER.

What a memory ! but if you know my
reafons, whether right or wrong, there is
no occafion to afk them. |

EMmrILy.

So then you do not approve of divert-
ing books ?

MoTHER.

I fee very plainly, Emily, that if T let
you go on, you will make me out to be
a very conceited woman. [ never ex-
clufively condemned any writng.

EMEr .
Except it were of a foolifh kKind.

M oT HER,
Not even folly, if it be innocent.' 1
have no defire to quarrel with the poets,

EMriLy.
Are poets fools then ?

MoTHER.
All thofe who write from the imagina-

tion are accufed of being {o, more. or lefs,
C2 '
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They would be even forry not to deferve
that reputation; and they would think
themfelves robbed of the fineft laurel
1n their crown,

By sir
Is folly the firft laurel in their crown 2

b MorTuER.

Not wholly fo. They have only a
- malady in common with fools;  but
though the fymptoms be the fame, the
caufe is very different.

EMivy.

Then poetry and folly are two maladjes
of different kinds. What are the fymp-
toms common to both ?

Moruer.

It is, that inftead of governing the
fancy as wife men do, it is evident they
are governed by Fancy, which, in {pite
of themfelves, carries them where they
did not intend to go.

Emrry.
‘T'hat is not right methinks,

MoTHuEgr,
It would be highly blamable in mogal
conduct; but the condu@ of 2 work of
imagination is a very different thing; and
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thofe whom nature has endowed with ta-
lents for fuch productions, would be
humbled - greatly not 'to poflefs this
grain--- | Bt 04

' E MILY.

Grain of folly, were you going to fay?

MoTHER.
Which is called poetic rapture in per-
fons of genius.

91 EMiLy, .
“Whom do you call perfons of genius?
MoTHER.

Poets, muficians, {culptors, and pain-
ters. Thefe perfons have all the fame

mother.
E M 1LY,
- Who is called---
, Mo THER,

Imagination.

EMiLvy.

And poetic rapture is perhaps the
governefs ? A
s ‘ MoOTHER,
Be it fo, i '
: EmiLy. b
And if this poetic rapture fhould lead

one of thefe children into fairy land, you
are difpleafed. |
L
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MoTugg.

I am lefs a friend to that field than any
other; becaufe I am of opinion, - they are
more likely to wander out of their way
and lofe themfelyes; and, certainly, if T
do not combat even folly, I have the
greater right to difapprove extravagance,
For my own part, being fhort-fighted, I
would prefer a field bounded by mora-
lity and utility; and to Jet the fancy of
men be exercifed in Imitating nature,
which prefents them with exhauftlefs
riches, inftead of plunging headlong
into the land of chimeras and fhadows 3
the treafures of which are allo immenfe,
but infipid and tirefomne,

EmMiLy., .
But if they are drawn into it by poetic
raptures, in fpite of themfelves ?

Mornzr.

Since you had made a governefs of it
you muft recolleé, that though her car-
riage be apparently unftable, fhe is not
a perfon who acts ‘without either rhyme
or reafon,

Emivy.
I underftand you; fhe has principles
peculiar to herfelf,



MoTHER.
- And if either fhe or her children neg-
let them, I am not obliged to follow
them through all the labyrinths into which
they oftentimes plunge themfelves,

Exiry,
But if thefe labyrinths lead to reafon ?

MoTHER.

Is it not better to attain it by more
dire€t paths? Do you, my dear child,
find the road that leads to it either too dry
or difficult? Or do you think it in itfeif
of {o unpleafant an afpe, that you can-
not fupport the fight of it, unlefs con-
cealed by the tattered trappings of folly ?

EMrvy.
I, Mamma! No, indeed. I think rea.
fon wears with you a familiar air ; and
you know I think it very amiable, :

MorTHER.

I did not afk you for a compliment,
But to fay nothing of its familiar air, fince
it _is beft feen when unadorned, can you
think it 2 proof of good tafte to drefs jc
out in a Harlequin’s jacket ?
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E Mo,
-~ However, Mamma, T recolle&, you
once told me, that fables were invented
to difguife the truth’; and you muft ac-
knowledge, there is an affinity between
reafon and truth---

_ MortTHER. :

And confequently morality. T ought
likewife to acknowledge; that truth is
alfo moft beautiful when unadorned- as
well as reafon.  Burt according to your
own remark, as truth is not to be
dpoken at.all times, I. conceive, that
apologue or fable was firft made ufe
of to conceal certain- truths, too dan-
gerous to be fpoken, or too painful to
be heard. - It 1s fearcely pofiible to utter
difagreeable truths to a powerful and
unjuft perfon in any other manner: and,
indeed, fable firft had its birth in the
country of defpotifm and flavery,

EMiLvy.
I underftand you. Men dared not

fpeak, ‘therefore they made the animals
fpeak in their place.

MoTHER,
True.
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EmiLy.

That brings to my mind the fable of
the Wolf and the Lamb, who met on
the banks of a rivulet. Do you know,
Mamma, it made me cry. Yet 1 am
not defpotic.

MoTHER.
. No, you are not in the clafs of wolves,
but in that of lambs.
EmMiLy.

I thought of mine; and I faid, Ah!
my poor Placid! if thou hadft been there,
thou wouldft have been fhapped up with-
out mercy.

MoTHER.

And, no doubt, you preached to him
to keep at as great a diftance as poffible
from the wolves?

EMiny. ;

Yes, yes, I underftand you. That &
the moral.

MorTHER. N

You fee then, that fable, at leaft as
it was originally conceived, 1s extremely
fimple ; that it is concife, nervous, fevere
even in its ornaments; and that it com-
monly contains great {enfe. '

EMiLv.
That is true. It comes info one’s
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mind when one leaft expects it, or is far
from thinking of it o
' MoTHER.
Therefore, falfe as it is, it has almoft
the fame fimple and noble appearance as
reafon and truth,

SRt Dt ok
- Becaufe employed in their fervices; is
it not ? ‘
b MotTuczr.
Right. And good fervants adopt more
or lefs the manners of their mafters,

EMrvrvy.
And the fairies, Mamma ?

MorTuzr.
Do you remember the gentleman
whom Mrs. Solignac brought to our houfe
in the country, as the paffed that way

EviLvy.
Yes, Mamma---Was he an author ?

MoTHER. .
Not entirely by profeffion, but from
inclination.

Emivry.
Pray what is an author?
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MoTHER.
It is one who makes the pubhc th
confident of his thoughts. -

Emrry.
What advantage is' there 1n that ?

Mo T HER.

If his thoughts be natural, beautiful,
great, profound or new, the advantaoe Is
great. He acquires publ/c efteem, and
conﬁderatlon Tay, even 1mm01tahty

Eviyy, :

Very true ; if is a long time fince Mr._

Rollin~ died, and yet e employs me

every day. But, if his thoughts be

bad ?
oMo E R,

| They are forgotten, as well as the

author of them, '
BEan v,

Are there many bad authors ?

Mo T HE R.
"In every kind, the middli ing and the
bad are more common than the good.
82, ik o

That 1s the reafon, 1 fuppofc, the good
ones are fo valuable ?

“MoTHER. ,
Moft certainly ! But to return to our

)
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author ; he told me, thathe was paffion-
ately fond of fairy tales; that he had
compofed feveral ; requefted me to read
one of them only, and to give him
my fentiments before they fhould be
printed.
B y.
He wants to make you his confidant
before he does the public.

Mo THER.

He has not made a good choice. But
if he thould recolle&t it, and bring me
one of them, we will read it together,
and you will then judge of this kind of
compofition from your own feelings.
Perhaps I was wrong to exclude any kind
of writing; it is unjuft that you thould
conform to my opinion on my word
only, without examination.

EMiLy.
That 1s, Mamma, you will make me
the umpire between you and the fairies.

MoTHER.

. And not to influence your judgment,
I will make this gentleman their counfel ;
for thould they be judged from the tales
your Governefs compofed for you, when
litle, thefe ladies might perhaps accufe



me of having caufed them to be con-
demned on the weakeft pieces of their
ftock.

EMmiILyvy.

Well, Mamma! you have promifed
me to {pend one day more in the country,
if the weather remain fine ; that will be
a good oppertunity, if you think proper,
to judge this caufe.

‘MoTHER.

With all my heart: but T am fearful
fuch an excurfion will not haften the im-
provement of your complexion.

EmiLy.
Nay, Mamma! can you believe me
capable of thinking of fuch-nonfenfe.

MoTHER.
Suppofe we think of our dinner, unlefs
your walk, inftead of giving you an ap-
petite, has taken it away ¢

EmiLy.

They were, perhaps, two fairies and a
genil I met this morning. Well, no
matter ; Heaven blefs them, I fay. You
are the fairy Luminous, and have dif-
enchanted me,

Vor. I, D
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FOURTEENTH CONVERSATION.

EMiry

WELL, Mamma, fee! we have now
paffed the turnpike. The weather is
charming. We fhall be almoft two hours
in the coach; it is juft the right time
to read the fairy tale you have in your
work-bag. ' -

MorTHER.

Come then; fince we are fo well ac-
quainted with the road to our houfe, I
confent, on two conditions only. The
firft is, that you read it without any in-
terruption.
' FEumiryv.

Then a fairy tale is of equal impor-
tance with a bailiff’s letter.,

MoTuer.
That is not precifely thé reafon, But,
if we once fuffer ourfelves to make ex-
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curfions, reflexions, and interruptions,
we fhall never get through it; and thofe
ladies will thew us more of the country
than we want to fee.

EMrILy.
I know you do not like to pafs more
ime with them than is needful.

MoTHER.

But as the ftory appears long, I will
give you leave to read aloud, or to
yourfelf, as you find moft convenient ;
for we muft not fuffer the ladies to fa-
tigue you.

EmiILyY.
What is the other condition, Mamma.?

MoTHER.

It is, that as foon as we arrive at
our houfe, we will fay no more of the
fairies. I own to you, ingenuoufly, that
1 purpofed pafling a day in the country
with my Emily, and promifed myfelf
much pleafure in it. The weather 1s fa-
vourable, and I fhould think it very
hard to have thefe faires on my hands
the whole day; and that they fhould
break in upon our retirement. I do not

5 o)
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know whether you would like it, but I
affure you I thould not,
EmiLy,

Nor I neither, Mamma. We ought
to walk the whole day, in this fine wea-
ther. '
MorTuE-=.

Which' would render this the fineft
feafon of the year, if we did not daily
lofe fome part of its beauty.

EMiry.
How do you mean, Mamma ?
Mo Ty R,

"The fun lofes its force ; vegetation s
ftopped ; the plants expire; the trees are
ftripped of their leaves; and night fteals
from the day. This progrefs of nature
toward repofe, this vifible and daily de-
gradation, prefents the image of death,
and makes you melancholy,

Evivy.

Not me, Mamma! At leaft I do not
perceive it.

MorTHER.

I intended to fay, makes me melan-
choly.

EMmrvy.
. Have a little patience, Mamma. In
the fpring the leaves will appear again;
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the flowers and the fruits will return;
and there will no longer be’any image
of death. : ;

| MOTH ER. .

And therefore fpring enlivens all na-
ture, though it be a lefs agreeable {eafon
than the autumn: the weather fuill par-
takes of the chills of winter, and is
unfertled. It gives lefs than any other
feafon ; but, in return, it promifes every
thing,. .

EMILy.
And hope is a fine thing, is it not?
MoTHER.

Do -you not perceive, that children
refemble the fpring, except perhaps that
it oftener  performs what it promifes
than they?
) ) EmiLy.

So now for the poor- children again
with all their faults.

| S5 Mo THER.

Do you complain, when I compare
them to what is the moft interefting in
nature ?

/ EMiLy.

I krow, Mamma, how much you

love them---But, a-propos ; am I melan-

choly ¢
D 3
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MoTHuER.
 Youmufttell me that; I fee you con-
tinually laughing and Jumping about, I
know no further.

EmMrry. »

Well! T am going to read the tale,
Perhaps it will inform me what I am,
Oh! it is the Happy Wland, 1t is a pro-
mifing title.

Mo Tugnr,

Or ithe Aerial Vows.

e 1EAME ¥ gl 95
So, then ! (She reads.)

The HAPPY ISLAND,

ORr, TE Arr1sL Vows,

Tre Princefs Repentine, fovereign of
the Happy Ifland, was left 2 widow about
two and twenty days after her marriage,
Her hufband, who'is not reprefented in
hiftory as a wonderful genius, was foolifh
enough to kill him{elf with his own gun,
as he was leaping a ditch with much grace
and agility, in purfuit of a hare. When
the Princefs heard of this fatal and unex.
pected cataftrophe, fthe made a vow
never to marry again, She was with-
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child, and hoped the birth of a fon would
be a juftification of her vow; but
though the -was brought to bed of twin
daughters, fhe fill faw no reafon to
change her refolution.

The eldeft of her daughters, named
Celeftina, was beautiful as an angel. Her
fkin was like the dazzling whitenefs of
mountain fnow, her complexion brilli-
ant, her large blue eyes, and fine hair,
her noble, and majeftic air, together
formed a moft enchanting object. She
attraled all eyes, though it were impof-
fible to look on her for five minutes with
fafety.

The moft fathionable people at court,
jealous of their reputation of intrepidi-
ty, in defying the danger, contratted a
habit of twinkling their eyes, which in-
deed was thought fomewhat affected by
the critics ; but which gave to the moft
ordinary countenance an infinite deal of
expreflion.  Several noblemen were fo
dazzled, that they could only feein the
duik of the evening. From the date of
this accident, thofe families are diftin-
guifhed by bearing owls in their coats of
arms. Yet, as it was the mode to ogle
the young Princefs, or rather as it was

impoflible to avoid it, neceflity, the
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parent of invention, eftablithed it 'as a
rule at court, that none fhould appear
there without a pair of green fpeacles. -

This cuftom was at firft adopted with
a degree of timidity by the ‘moft hardy
votaries of new fathions; but it was
foon crowned with fuccefs, and became
as common as the mode of borrowing
from the harnefs of the horfes buckles
for the fhoes. . AR

A nofe without green fpeétacles would
have been taken at court for a nofe of
the fixteenth century; nay, it would have
been a kind of indecency to have been
feen with a naked nofe. -

The ladies were indeed excufed wear-
ing this ornament, finding it more ex-
pedient to turn their eyes another way
when their duty called them to attend
the Princefs; but - their heads being all
turned from her, was not a lefs ftriking
homage paid to this peerlefs beauty, than
the green fpectacles all directed toward
her. On court days, the refult of thefe
evolutions'. wanted neither rapidity nog
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variety, whenever the Princefs was dif-
pofed to a frequent change of place.

The artifts of the nation, difplayed on
this occafion, according to cuftom, that
vaft creative genius which fo eminently
diftinguithes them. The moft pleafing
forms, the moft light, and the moft va-
rious, fucceeded with unheard of rapidity.
From round fpe&acles, they paflfed to
oval, fquare, and cylindrical ; fome were
made like telefcopes, the tubes of which
were more than {ix lines in length; and
thofe, who were defirous of diftinguifhing
themf{elves for their attachment thereby,
never wore any other. A week feldom
pafled, without fome new invention, and
feldom did the difcovery fet bounds to
human f{kill. The profound fagacity
with which they knew how to adapt
every kind of fpeétacle to every kind of
nofe, was a fubjeét worthy of admiration
in every foreign academy. But the laft
and moft aftonithing effort, was the in-
vention of elaftic {peétacles; the me-
chanifm of which was fo delicate and
{ufceptible, that they moved at the leaft
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motion of the Princefs. They were
called fenfitive fpeétacles ; for fenfibility
was the fathionable diforder in the Happy
Hland ; and it would be difficult to con-
vey any idea of the ravages made in
that century ; which may juitly be called
the Century of Refinement. ~ But thefe
particulars are lefs the province of hif-
tory, than the encyclopedia of arts, which
muit be confulted in the article, Spetiacles.

Celeftina, feeing herfelf almoft as foon
as fhe left her cradle, the caufe of {o fur-
prifing a revolution, could not help con-
ceiving a high opinion, if not of her
own merit, atleaft of her ftars; and the
moft fkilful cafuifts have not yet deter-
mined which of thefe two opinions are
beft calculated to lead people aftray in
their journey through life. The Princefs
foon claffed herfelf among the pheno-
mena of the age; the even fuppofed,
that the ifland governed by her mother
had received the epithet of Happy, for
no other reafon, than having been def-
tined to give her birth. By the fame
ftrength of argument, fhe was perfuaded,
that there could be no living out of her
country ; and that every where elfe,
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people only vegetated. ~She therefore
made an irrevocable vow to fix in the
lace where fhe was born.

This ifland, which was feparated from
the continent only by a very narrow
ftreight, but deep enough to drown upon
occafion, men, arms, and baggage, of-
fered, on all fides, -at leaft to fuperficial
obfervers, the image of Happinefs. From
morning to night, every one thought
oaly of diverfion. None were employed
in refleéting on the future ; the paft left
no traces behind ; the prefent’ moment
employed all their thoughts. And, if a
continuation of pleafure did not produce
fatiety, they: would have been ignorant
in that happy country, even of the pof-
fibility of gaping, and wearinefs. But
eternal and immutable laws having placed
the excefs of fatiety, near the excefs of
enjoyment, the Happy Ifland, in propor-
tion as the art of enjoyment became re-
fined, was inhabited by perfons addicted
to exaggeration from error in opinion ;
rather greedy of events, than really
touched, or charmed with the contem-
plation of the beauties of nature or art,
inceffantly employed, and without fuccefs,
in beguiling their enmui ; lofing the fecret
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of true enjoyment, by running  after
pleafure and its thadow.

If it were a misfortune to Celeftina to
have been born during the violence of
this contagious malady, it was ftll a
greater one to become the objeét of pub-
lic admiration to {o tirefome and frivolous
a people. Though fhe was endowed
with great fenfe, fhe was not able to
fave herfelf from the ravages that ex-
ceflive and repeated flattery produces
1n the beft organized heads. One of the
flighteft inconveniences attending it was,
that, without any exertion to pleafe on
her part, the had only to beftow one
glance to fecure conqueft; all her withes
being no {ooner formed than fatisfied, fhe
contracted a habit of perfect indolence
and thus did her moft zealous admirers
inceffantly endeavour to render her every
day lefs worthy of admiration.

Her fifter was called Renet, becaufe
her face was round, fomewhat refembling
an apple; fthe was neither tall nor thort,
brown nor fair, ugly nor handfome ; In
fhort, none knew, nor withed to know
what the was. Some philofphers only
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only, who, in court days, retired into a
corner of the Prefence Chamber, holding
no communication e¢ven with each other,
feeing all things without feeming to be
{fo, were fulpetted, we know not on
what grounds, of difcovering tfhe had
black eyeés and an expre{'ﬁve counte-
nance; and they were accufed of fecretly
thinking fhe would in time equal her
fitter. But during the rage for green
{pectacles, it would have been dan-
gerous to have let fuch a daring opinion
tranfpire fo very oppolite to the received
one.

None of thefe conceited humourifts
difputed the fuperiority of Celefling’s
underftanding ; they were contented with
remarking, that the mind of Renet was
active and reflective.  As fthe was obliged
to feek refources in herfelf, and in a
commerce with the aead, the was certain
of never being difturbed in her reflec-
tions; and fthe found no food for her
genius except what the procured for her-
felt’; but this neceffity, joined to a kind
of negle&t fhe lived in, though in her
mother’s court, far from being prejudicial
to her, turned greatly to her advantage.

Voi. 11, | E
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If any one, through inattention to the re-
ceived cuftoms, thought fit to converfe
with her, he was quite aftonithed to
find her capable of making an anfwer;
~ happily this difcovery could be of no con-
fequence in a court, that declared itfelf
an enemy to every kind of thought and
reflection. :

What contributed toward rendering
Renet the more interefting was, that fhe
was the fartheft of any at court from
thinking fhe had merit. ~She was fo com-
pleatly blind in this article, her admira-
tion for her fifter was fo fincere, that
looking on her in all refpets as a per-
fect model, the was nearly lofing, by a
miftaken imitation, the fimplicity and
valuable part of her own charater,
The deference fhe paid her fifter, who
at moft was her fenior only by a few
minutes, was the moft complete. No
fooner was fthe, for example, informed
of the vow Celeftina had made, than fhe
thought herfelf bound to make one di-
rectly oppofite, of accepting, without
murmur, the firft perfon that the politics
of her mother fhould judge expedient for
her to marry out of her own country,
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Regentina, with a commanding de-
portment, pofleffed all the effential qua-
lities that can be defired in a great Prin-
cefs; yet there was in her ufual con-
du&, a certain indifference, which indeed
was not cafily difcovered ; and never ap-
peared in her public conduét. = The
thoughtleffnefs from which it arofe de-

ended rather on the atmofphere fhe
breathed, which was not in unifon with
the firmnefs and conftancy of her cha-
ratter. Her application to bufinefs was
in no wife injurious to the charms of her
wit, her tafte for the arts, or that deli-
cate and conftant fufceptibilicy which
were manifeft in the moft trifling oc-
currences; and which feemed incom-
patible with a frivolous underftanding ;
yet all were aftonifhed to find in her an
indifference for the prefent events, and
a certain repugnance to interfere 1n
them.

Thus, the duties of government had
not caufed her to negle& the education
of her daughters ; but, as in every thing
elfe, the only thought on the general
plan ; and having ordered the principal
rules, {he looked on the minute as below
her attention, and confided wich full fe-

E 2 '
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curity in thofe to whom fhe had given
up the diretion of it, Confequently, the
refult was a very indifferent education.
Celeftina was not preferved from any of
the dangers to which her exterior ad-
vantage daily expofed her; and Renet
was indebted only to the kind of forget.
fulnefs in which {he lived; though in
her mother’s court under the eye, yet
apparently unobferved by her. Critical
travellers were aftonithed, how a Princefs
fo accomplithed, and fo Jultly celebrated,
could negleét fo material an article, |

We are ignorant whether it proceeded

from negligence or defign that Regenting
omitted a very important ceremony at
the birth of the Princeffes. Three old
dotards, who affumed the title and rank
of fairies, and who, from time Imme-=
morial, intermeddied, right or wrong, in
what did not concern them, had acquired
a right of di&ating and ordering in eyery
family. Amongft other cuftoms, it was
ufual to invite them to all births, though

ever fo inconfiderable, Entertainments
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were made for them; and the new born
infants were put under their protection.
They, on their part, affumed airs of 1m-
portance, whifpered impertinent nothings
in each others ears, packed the cards,
told the childrens fortunes with tedious
ceremonies, and pretended by all this
grimace to avert the malignant influence
of fome evils genius, nay of the flars
themfelves. The fa&t was, the fate of
the children often depended on the pre-
fents that were heaped on thefe ladies,
and the good cheer that was provided for
them: and for fuch great perfonages, it
muft be owned they were neither enough
difinterefted nor indifferent to fuch ple-
fures.

Fowever that might be, Regentina
either too amiable, or too carelefs to
attend to thefe witches, had totally for-
gotten them; and her firft phyfician, the
only perfon, who, in virtue of his office,
could take the liberty of fpeaking at
the time of her delivery, was a Free-
thinker, who had no faith in fairies; he
was delighted on this occafion to fail in
his duty.

This connoiffeur put the three old

| e _
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women into a moft diabolica] temper.
They had been at confiderable expence
in the article of drefs, that they might
“gppear at o brlliant a court with A
fplendor fuitable to their rank, and the
high reputation they enjoyed. When
 they found they had been at a needlefs
expence, they made fuch 3 clamour, that
it has ever fince been compared to the
hurly-burly of the lower world. It wag
not their fault, if the Happy Hland was

2oy Heyer fo fet foot dn vir;  all the
ftorms, hail, tempefls, they could raife,
Were not wanting in their proper feafons
to the fubjects of Regenting, Unhappily,
cvery one was fo taken up in diverting
themfelves, that they had not time to
obferve fuch trifling  inconveniences,
Lhe firft phyfician, who, in his quality
of philofopher, could pnot fail taking
notice of it, was as arch as an old baboon,
and laughed in his fleeve at 1] ¢ refent-
ment of their High Mightinefles,

An old tire-woman, greatly attached to
antiquated cuftoms, feeing the Prin-
ceffes improve in ftature and beauty,
notwithftanding they had not been placed
under the protetion of the old fairies,
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took upon her to talk to Regentina.
She chole a favourable opportunity. Re-
gentina favoured the propofal, as an op-
portunity of giving a continuation of
fuperb entertainments, of difplaying her
magnificence, and of diverfifying (it
fignified not on what occafion) the uni-
formity of a Court, always amufed, and
confequently always weary. I am really,
faid the, to the tire-woman, greatly o-
bliged to you. You bring to my remem-
brance a fault which I have committed,
and muflt be repaired. It will not be
long before my daughters muft marry.
Celeftina is too much taken up with her-
felf; and I could with Renet was not
quite fo ready to imitate her. This is
the very moment to confult their ftars,
befide it will amufe us; and when the
ladies are returned home, the prin-
cipal Efquire will counterfeit them to
perfection.

She immediately named three Ambaf-
fadors, to wait upon the three fairies, on
her part, and to invite them to honour
the Happy Ifland with cheir auguft pre-
fence. The Council fet about prepar-
ing inftructions; which were then looked
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upon as malfter-pieces of depth and fub-
tlety. Two Minifters of State were in-
vefted with the reprefentative character,
to attend the Fairy Forefight, and her
- youngeft fifter, the Fuairy Prudence, who

refided in the fame aerial palace. They
were both very renowned ladies, and,
exclufively of their love for gofliping,
very agreeable company. The reputa-
tion of the third was of a doubtful
nature. It was the cuftom to make
choice of her through policy, to prevent
her, by the attention fhewn her, from
playing tricks on the children, and which
induced people to adopt her, even with-
out confulting her inclination. She was
called the Fairy Capricicus : an officer of
the guards, was fixed on to execute the
commiflion of Ambaffador from Regen-
tina to her.

This was a delicate affair; it required
great {kill and knowledge of bufinefs, to
glofs over the neglect that had been
fhewn them, and tq remove every idea
that might bring to their remembrance
the rath vow they had made. The art
was, to perfuade them, that Regenting
was unwilling to intercept their more im-
portant function, till the laft extremity ;
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and when their protetion and experi-
ence became abfolutely neceffary for her
daughters ; for differing from thofe reft-
lefs and unthinking mothers, who pre-
{umed to interrupt them every inftant, on
the moft trifling oceafions, and deranged
the doctrines of the univerfe for the fake
of a little worthlefs chit.

The management of an infinite num-
ber of c1rcumf’cances was left to the {kill
of the Ambafladors, who had readinefs
in improving a lucky opportunity ; it was
juft hinted to them, that what would fen-
fibly affect the fairies Prudence and Fore-
Jizht, would make but a flight 1mpreﬁlon
on the fairy Capricious, who refided in a
great meafure, alone and forfaken, ina
retired palace; all the apartments of
which were laid out in fmall clofets. The
architeét of this fingular palace had made
himfelf immortal by the invention of
thefe clofets, in compliance with the tafte
of his Auguft Miftrefs; and it is afferted,
that they were originally deftined to the
purpofe of indulging ennui.

The other two fairies, though they had
not fo many clofets, were not the lefs
weary in their palace, and experienced



88 CONPERSAT LONS ©Cod XIVe:

many dull moments, though abforbed in
great affairs, yet felt the moft lively joy
at the arrival of the Ambafladors from
the Happy Ifland. 1t cannot be denied,
-that they received them with a diftant
kind of dignity, though their refentment
was foftened from the addrefs of the
Ambafladors in flily introducing into the
negociation at their firft audience, that
Regentina had deferred the ceremon
only to render it more fplendid; and that
the preparations had taken up all the in-
termediate time. This infinuation made.
a profound impreffion, as it promifed
them admirable entertainment. They
had now only to efface the remembrance
of the ufelefs expences of the toilette, to
which they had put themfelves; they fet
about the fame employment with great
readinefs, but with a {uitable flownefs
to fave appearances, and conceal from
the Ambafladors, who were curious
{pectators of their defigns, their real {oli-
citude.

The bufinefs of the toilette being
accomplifhed, a waiting-woman had the
imprudence to put the ladies in mind of
their vow.

Luckily, it was too late to make re-
flections, Prudence made no other reply
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than darting a furious look at her, to dif-
mifs her from her office, order her beau-
tiful ferpent Zricotor to be harnefled ;
then mounting him, and taking Fore/ight
up behind her, who, being provided with
her telefcope, made ufe of her fifter’s
fhoulder to place it in fuch a manner,
that no future event might efcape her
during their journey. In a twinkling
they arrived at the Happy Ifland, which
was but nineteen hundred and twenty-
three furlongs from their refidence ; they
made their folemn entry immediately
*in flocchi, over the tops of the houfes,
amidft the acclamations of the numerous
inhabitants of the capital, who fung in
full band, this chorus of Piccin:

+ Allons, alloms, accourez tous,
Ces Dames vont defcendre,

The officer who was deputed as Am-
baffador to Capricious, met not with fuch
fuccefs. She had indeed made a vow to
vifit the Happy Ifland; but that was pre-
cifely the reafon why fhe fhould not yet:
befide, it was her defign to fall into it

% In flocks.
+ Come, come, let us all run,
The ladies are coming down !



6o CONVERSATIONS Con X1V,
like a bomb, without being invited, that
“1t might look like a vifit ez pajfant ; and
above all, exprefs her high difdain.
Neither was it her intereft to be in com-
pany with the two ladies her neighbours,
for {o the called thofe relations {he dif-
liked. The arrival, therefore, of this
Ambaflador, was extremely difagreeable
to her on every account,

Not to lofe time, fhe fixed the firft
audience at five o’clock the next morq.
ing. Though the Ambaffador might be
flattered by this extraordinary hafte, he
withed to have, at leaft, one day to re-
cover the fatigue of a hard journey, and
make fuitable preparation “for a  cere.
mony fo auguft; but every thing was fo
hurried that this entry became famous
in hiftory, by the name of the Procef-
fion of Ghofts; becaufe all the retinue
had the look and appearance of it ; and
the magnificence that was then difplayed,
rendered the whole truly ridiculous.

When the Ambaffador arrived at the
foot of the great ftair-cafe, he was con-
ducted to the clofet of the dwarfs be-
longing to the court, where he had Jei
fure to recover his fpirits, and reflect on
 the plan of his negotiation; for the fairy
made him wait five tedious hours, The
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chief Mafter of the Ceremonies, notwith-
ftanding his long fervices, and great
experience, ‘had never before feen any
thing of the kind; he -was vexed, and
did not dare to raife his eyes to his
Excellence. The Ambaffador; not being
willing to debafe his character, by ex-
prefling his impatience, walked about
with an eafy air, in a room which was
but fix feet by four; and began to whiftle
all the airs in the comic operas he was
acquainted wich; though he was obliged
to begin many of them feveral times,
which greatly mortified him. At length
he was introduced to the clofet of au-
dience, and received with the moft ex-
traordinary marks of affability, conde-
{cenfion, and elegance of manners. The
fairy paid -him, and her who fent him,
fo many witty compliments, overwhelm-
ed him with fo many ingenious, intereft-
ing, and polite queftions, that his Ex-
cellency was difconcerted, and ‘abafhed,
and could never gain the power of utter-
ing one word of his harangue on the
fubje of his miffion. e ‘

A whole month paflfed without ' the
Ambaffador being able to, open the
bufinefs, much lefs advance it, though

Vor.il, ,
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he negotiated day and night. Capricions
wanted to gain time, ‘that the might re-
gulate her conduct by that of her coufins;
that is to fay, to a¢t in dire& oppofition
to them. She was ftifled with rage,
when the heard they were arrived in the
Happy Ifland. Her violence againft them,
for their contempt and forgetfulnefs of
their vow, was exceflive. In her fury,
the preferred ranging the three hundred
~and fixty-five clofets of her palace, and
tormenting her women and herfelf; to the
honour of partaking the homage of the
Happy fland with the two fairies. Her
firft care, was to difmifs the Ambaflador.,
She exprefsly fell fick, that fhe might
fend him away politely. He was intro-
duced to the bed-clofet on tip-toe. He
was informed, that the fairy had the ner-
vous complaint in a moft horrible man-
ner, and entreated him to have the com.-
plaifance to recite his harangue in a low
voice, without, however, retrenching any
part of it, becaufe ‘the held facred the
rights of nations.. One of her ladies, in
night cloaths, was placed by her otder in
her bed, who feemed to breathe with great
difficulty, the curtains being kept fhut,
The fairy faw every thing from an ad-



Con. XIV. OF EMILY. 63

joining clofet, and then firft tafted pure
happinefs. The Ambaffador’s harangue
lafted near half an hour ; but it was pro-
nounced in fo low a voice, that he had
made an end of it almoft half an hour
more before any one perceived it. The
pretended fairy then half opened the
curtains, and held out her piftachio co-
loured glove for him to kifs; and the
Chancellor concluded the  ceremony,
though in a ftill lower voice than the
 Ambaffador, who was reconducted with
the ufual forms, after receiving the cuf-
tomary prefent in’pick-tooths. .
Regentina’s ~ thoughts = were diverted
from the fuccefs of her enterprife, by
greater cares. ‘The two old women. had
complied with her requeft, fooner than
fhe expefted, and nothing was prepared
for their entertainment. Befide, it was
impoffible at firft to banifh all etiquette,
‘and ceremony, with fuch exalted per-
fonages ; which was extremely difagree-
able to Regentina, who moft cordially de-
tefted it.  Another circumftance contri-
buted to her difpleafure. ~ When thefe
ladies were fent for to new-born infants,
they difpatched the bufinefs of their def-
¥ |
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tiny in a twinkling, in the chamber of
the lying-in lady, whofe health it was
needful to confult; but in this cafe the
fairies pretended, that the oracle, concern-
ing two fuch illuftrious Princefies, arrived
at their age, ‘eught to be publicly pro-
nounced with great pomp. They ex-
pected, on fo brilliant an occafion, to
furpafs even themfelves; and it was in
vain to perfuade them to give up the
idea. '

Regentina, on her part, was not fond
of giving entertainments meognito s it
afforded her pleafure to behold the idle
aflembling from all parts of the world to
admire her tafte and magnificence. Rea-
fons of State forbade the admifion of
ftrangers to the ceremony of pronounc-
ing the Oracle ; becaufe family fecrets,
paft, prefent, and to come, were of too
delicate a nature to be difclofed in their
prefence ; and there was no anfwering
for the old women’s tongues when once
they opened their mouths. This mode
of theirs, as it muft be fubmitted to, was
extremely  difagreable  to = Regensina,
Cards of ‘invitation were fent to all the
neighbouring Princés, friends, and allies,
to honour the rejoicings that were to
fucceed the Oracle; and to laft nine
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days. This evafion, contrived by the
Mafter of the Ceremonies,  conciliated
all parties, and was univerfally admired.
It was alfo inferted in all the Gazettes,
that every ftranger, having a right to
wear green fpectacles, would be admit-
ted at Court at the fame time, without
further proof.

The fairies, having fully confulted
their conjuring books, the day for pro-
nouncing the Oracle was fixed, and an-
nounced, by found of trumpet, in all the
{quares and ftreets of the city. The po-
pulace affembled at fix in the morning,
in the great place before the Palace. At
nine, the fairies appeared in robes of ce-
remony, with wands made of fugar-can-
dy, in the great balcony, on which a
{pacious alcove was conftrutted ; the
whole covered with a canopy of gauze,
ornamented with all imaginable elegance
and fplendor. They took their feats
with great dignity, upon two tripods of
confiderable height, and fkilfully en-
graved with cabaliftical figures, with
their legs ‘hanging down, accordiag to
their cuftom; becaufe it was not expe-
dient they fhould touch the ground, ex-
cept by the tripods ; neither was any

Kz
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profane foot-ftool, or cricket allowed
to approach the facred feat of in{pi-
ration.  Regentina’s throne was placed on
the right fide of the alcove, at a con-
venient diftance, fo as not to interrupt
- the gefticulations of the ladies. T he
two young Princefles were feated on
folding chairs, at the feet of their mo-
ther, in the attitude of victims, awaiting
their fentence.  All the great officers of
ftate furrounded their Sovereign. The
ferpent Tricolor hovered in the air over
the great place, and blended his hiffing,
replete with prediftion, with the re-
founding trumpets of Regenting’s guards,
who paraded in view of the great bal-
cony, at the back of the fountain, whofe
waters rife higher, and in larger quan-
tities than thofe of St. Cloud and Heren-
baufen, put together; and which ferved
to refrefh the ferpent during the cere-
mony.

When all the ‘company had taken their
places, a univerfal filence fucceeded the
noife of the trumpets, and the acclama-
tions of the people. The two fairies,
after blowing their nofes thrice, and
making many ugly faces at each other,
which announced the approaches of in-
ipiration, pronounced the moft pompous,
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the moft diffufive, the moft obfcure, the

moft unmeaning, and the longeft oracle,
that ever has been handed down to pof-
terity. It lafted, without intermiffion,
nearly fix hours by the clock, with fuch
agitation, {creams, geftures, and vehe-
mence, as furpaffed all imagination.
The two fifters relieved each other al-
ternately ; overcome by fuch a torrent of
words as to furpafs all human patience.
When the expiring voice of one gave
notice ‘that her powers were exhaufted,
the other with piercing {creams, caught
the expiring {yllable, till the latter, op-
prefled by the fecundity of the fubjeét,
could take advantage in her turn, of the
languor of her coadjutrix, and again
make herfelf miftrefs of the Princefles’
ftars. - During the laft hour and a quar-
ter, the enthufialm rifing progreflively
to its height, they both began talking
together, with fuch volubility, fuch ex-
traordinary and continued yells, fuch
violent contorfions and gefticulations,
that their wands were reduced to cinna-
mon; a total extinétion of voice, a de-
privation of all their taculties, put an
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end to the oracle, to the gréat regret
of the fairies, who feared they had not
done enough for fuch great Princeffes on
fo fplendid an occafion. _

- This day was fet down in the annals
of the Happy Ifland, as a day of cala-
mity. The accidents it occafioned were
innumerable.  Regentina herfelf, not-
withftanding the ftrength of her mind and
conftitution, fainted away two or three
times; and they were obliged to have
recourfe to falts and {cent-waters for her
recovery. Though the Princefles had
made  very hearty breakfafts, refrefh-
ments were brought them continually,
to keep up their {pirits; and the whole
Court took advantage of the opportunity
to regale themfelves beyond their wants,
The populace crowded together in the
great place, confumed in lefs than two
hours, all the refrethments that had
been prepared for the whole time the
feafts were to laft. Thus, not to men-
tion the unexpected and enormous ex-
pence, one of the moft auguft cere-
monies, began with fo much decency
and gravity, degenerated by its unfore-
{feen length, into a fcene of the mofk
fcandalous tumult, Luckily the fairies
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were too ftrongly poffeffed, and two full
of their fubjeét to pay any attention to
1it, “hearing nothing except the decrees
they pronounced with fo much elo-
quence and perfeverance, and therefore
could take no offence at any thing that
paffed around them.

The moft material thing was, to get
them to change their linen, and to give
them tea fweetened with capillaire. |

While the whole Court were eager to
compliment them on their fuccefs, the
firft phyfician, more vexed than any one
elfe with the tirefome ceremony at which
he had been prefent, came forward, and
felt the pulle of the two iybils; torevenge
himfelf for what he had {uffered, he or-
dered them immediately to bed, without
taking any nourifhment. '

This, prefcription threw them into
great confternation. They were wvery
fond of good cheer; and = Regentina’s
table was exquifite, not to mention that
they ftood in need of recruiting their
ftrength, quite exhaufted by pronouncing
the oracle. Yet, how could they dare
difobey fuch a pofitive injunction? They
had more faith in phyfic than the firft
phyfician had in oracles. Nine days of
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continued feafting and fitting up late,
and making a figure, infpired them with
{fome apprehenfions for the frefhnefs of
their complexions, which at a certain
age is a matter of fome confideration;
and when the bloom of youth is paft,
requires, as is well known, more care
than can be fuppofed. They yielded
with fome regret to ftill greater facri-
fices. ™

After recovering a little the fatigue
mto which this tedious ceremony had
thrown the whole nation, not one perfon
could recollect a word of the unintelli2
gible jargon that had been buzzed in
their ears, except the following trivial
though popular fentences: 7 bar Celeftina
Should be bis who would take ber without
green, whillt Renet would be taken through
green. Upon the whole, they were fo
fatisfied at being relieved from ' the
dreadful fatigue of that day, without any
further inconvenience, and it was in ge-
neral {o repugnant to the generality
of the inhabitants of the Happy [fland to
dwell for any time on the fame fubje&;,
that every individual made the moft fa-
vourable interpretation of what he had
heard, that no more might be faid of it,
In the lapfe of time, this famous oracle,
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in which the emphatical word could not
be comprehended, became fo clear, that
whatever = happened to the Princeffes,
every one exclaimed; The Oracle has
7ightly foretold.

The evening of this memorable day,
there was fuch a prodigious concourfe of
ftrangers, that the greateft part of them
were forced to lodge intents ;-and there
was reafon to apprehend, that this terrible
{courge of famine would corre& the days
confecrated to feftivity and- joy,  into
days of mourning and defpair. This in-
cident was generally afcribed to the arti-
fice of Capricious ; however, it was need-
ful to feek a prompt and efficacious re-
medy. The guardian fairies agreed to
furnith  provifions, on condition they
fthould be paid in ready money, or good
bills ; but they were nearly deprived of
the means of performing their engage-
ment. Three-fourths of their power was
reduced with the deftruétion of their
wands ; and it was pretended : their em-
barrafment occafioned a fecond triumph
toCapricious, who faw all that paflfed from
the moft elevated of her clofets. The
firft phyfician, on the contrary, threw
out his farcafms on the inconiideratenefs

L3
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with which the old fools had deftroyed
the moft ufeful implement of their trade;
and the vulgar paid but little refpect to
fairies without wands. .

At length, the High Marfhal propofed
to faften all the covered waggons in the
country to the tail of the ferpent Tricolor,
and to difpatch him and this equipage to
all ‘the markets on' the continent; at.the
fame time. It was calculated, that in
fixty-three minutes and eleven {econds,
he might! come back with an ample fup-
ply of provifions. But the difficulty was
to prevail on a nobleman of his rank to
accept of fo bafe a commiflion. The
fairies themfelves, accompanied by the
two Princefles waited on him to make
the propofal in the moft fuppliant man-
ner. Many prejudices muft be ‘con-
quered ‘on his part; but what cannot
weeping beauty accomplifh ?  What can-
not humanity and patriotifm perform in
great minds ? The heart of the noble
ferpent was foftened ; he fet out with all
the covered waggons at his tail, like a
fimple purveyor ; and at his return, was
honoured, as he juftly deferved, with the
civic crown, which he ftill bears in his
arms, as a feward for faving the citizens.
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This fudden monopoly was the real caufe,
though then little known, of the famine
that defolated at that time the whole
continent; fo difficult is it to do good
to one party without injuring the other.
No fooner were they relieved from
this difficulty, than another ftarted up,
though of a lefs alarming nature. Mil-
lions had been expended on equipages,
horfes, harnefles, and liveries; each was
ambitious of ruining himfelf the fafteft,
and with the moft tafte: all this expence
was nearly thrown away, on account of
the great number of people, which pre-
vented the ufe of coaches. ~
Notwithftanding the fairies, who were
fond of this fpecies of magnificence,
made ufe of the broken bits of their
wands, to remove the houfes, and to
make all the ftreets as wide as that of
Piccadilly in. Londons Regentina herfelf, in
the height of that epidemic fury, which
converted all the beautiful gardens into
narrow ftreets, would never fuffer to be
conftruéted any of thofe clofe and narrow
ftreets, in which two coaches cannot pafs
without touching, and in which ‘the cir-
culation of the air is intercepted by a
Vo, II, G
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double row of houfes, five or fix {tories
high: ftill the ufe of coaches on this oc-
cafion was impracticable, and every one
was obliged to fubmit. But the fairies
having given orders for fine weather, the
want of coaches was the lefs felt ; and the
great men of the ifland; as well as fo-
reigners, confoled themfelves for this
cruel difappointment, by making their
jockeys run races, near ten leagues from
town; thatis, at the neareft place it was
pofiible to run, or to be able to go in
coaches, without any accidents happen-
ing to the croud. The bets ran high;
but the law forbidding any to bet, ex-
cept with Maltefe oranges, this excefs
proved an encouragement for the culti-
vation of them. The ladies were al-
ways prefent at the races, and difplayed
their charms in walking backward and
forward on the race-ground. The two
old fairies went there alfo, on their fer-
pent, and were prefent at all the races.
It would be a daring, as well as-an
ufelefs attempt, to enter on a detail: of
the entertainments that fucceeded each
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other during nine days, with equal ra-
pidity and {plendor. Kvery onc knows
the fine defcription of them, dedicated
to the fairies, and publifhed by the Poez-
Ianreat, in compliance with the orders of
the High Chamberlain, to whofe crea-
tive genius he renders all the juftice that
‘is due from a poet to his patron. No
hiftorian has thought proper to oppoie a
work fo juftly, and fo univerfally ad-
mired, either for the fertility of the fub-
je&, the elegance, variety, or beauty of
the ftyle. We will content ourfelves
with remarking, that the remembrance
of the moft fuperb and brilliant enter-
rainments were entirely effaced by thofe
of the Happy Ifland. Cavalcades, tourna-
ments, illuminations, balls, mafquerades,
ferious and comic operas, plays, public
fpectacles of all kinds filled up every
vacant moment, and fcarely left time to
breath. The fire-works furpaffed every
thing that imagination can paint in their
fpecies. They had learned from a Ruffian
artift, the fecret of making thofe ad-
mirable Chinefe fire-works, orange-
colour, white, and unpolifhed filver;
but the green fire was more particularly
admired, as it foftened the reflection of
5.2 |
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the brilliant complexion of Celeftina, on
account of the happy and natural allu-
fion to the green fpectacles.

The populace were prefent at all thefe
- entertainments 3 and their peculiar a-
mufements were not neglected. The
Little Devil and his company were
fent for, accounted the wonder of the
age, accompanied by the Sieur Placidy,
and the Sieur Dupuis, both prodigies
alfo. The moft diftinguithed perfons at
Court flocked eagerly to this {peétacle,
deftined to amufe the vulgar only ;
and the Liitle Devil twice a-day
attracted, all the green fpeftacles, in
preference to Celeftina.  Feannot, the
great Feannot, alfo prefented himfelf, to
give an additional brilliancy to thefe re-
joicings ; but, though all ‘the newipapers
were filled with his wonderful per-
formances in a neighbouring  capital,
though he was become, in a few months,
the motft illuftrious perfonage of the age,
and his fame furpafled that of every other
great genius; yet it flill remains a fecret
by what ftrange caprice Regentina thould
forbid him to exhibit, either for the
amufement of the little, or the great
world, Innumerable cabals and Intrigues
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were formed at Court in his favour,
though without effect. Regentina car-
ried her pedantry fo far as to forbid, in
fupport of good tafte, as it was exprefied
in her irrevocable decree, the appearance
of Feannots either in China-ware or fnuff-
boxes, in her dominions, though the
faid Feannots might have introduced a
new branch of commerce; of prodigious
extent*. The Court murmurred loudly,
and reproached Regentina for her preju-
dices and inattention to whatever was cu-
rious. Their refentment. was extreme,
and it is impoflible to fay how far it
might have been carried, had not the
ieutenant of the Police taken it into his
head to order the ballad fingers to fing
for three days following : Ak

¢ Sfeannot return’d the fame way he came.”

During the whole of thefe amufements,
tables were covered, and continually fup-

plied with equal profufion, tafte, and

neatnefs, i all the public places, crofs-
ftreets, and gardens. = The guefts re-

* Yeannot---A charadter in a comedy, which a perfon who
performed it played fo humouroufly, that he was ever after
va'led by that name ; and caps, crofles, {nuff- boxes, in fhort
every thing was made d /la Feannat, (Tranflator.)

G 3
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frelhed themfelves for nine days and
nights fucceflively. An exa& account of
the confumption of provifions preferved
in the archives, petrifies with aftonifh-
ment, at this day, the moft {kilful cal-
culators,

As to games of chance, it was ex-
pected ‘they would be carried to the
higheft pitch of extravagance, where-
fore Regentinag did not think fir to forbid
them. But her meafures were taken
with fo much wifdom, that though gam-
ing-tables were every where to be found,
none had time or inclination to touch a
card; the bankers yawned or flept, or
fat patiently to pafs away the time be-
fore enormous mafles of money. The
hiftorian juftly remarks, as the moft ex-
traordinary circumftance attending their
rejoicings, - that, during the time they
lafted, there was not a fingle Regentine
~of gold loft or won.

It is painful to fay it, but we cannot
help fufpeting the poetical hiftorian
{who, from his fituation, ought to poffefs
elevated fentiments) of a bale motive, in
having pafled over in filence, the exhibi-
tion that met with the greateft applaufe,
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and which, in the opinion of every cul-
tivated mind, attained that difficult point
of perfection, of uniting the agrecable
and the ufeful. A certain number of
young perfons, chofen from among the
.adies of Honour, equally diftinguifhed
by their birth, the graces of their youth,
the charms of their figure, and the ad-
vantage of the moft finifhed education,
reprefented, during three days, before a
felect audience, little dramatic pieces, in
a charming theatre within the Palace.
Regentina had taken pleafure in ordering
this fpeftacle unknown to the High
Chamberlain; which fufficiently ex-

lains the filence of the poet thereon.

The firft evening they reprefented, with
the moft brilliant applaufe, 7he ['lagons,*
and the Happy Ifland. The conformity
of the title of this piece, with that of the
country in which it was performed, no
doubt fecured its applaufe; but its fuc-
cefs did not depend on this circumitance,
It was remarked, that the two fairies did
not appear to participate the, rapture of
the fpeCtators; and that they grew very
ferious toward the end of the repre-

~ % Little Dramatic Pieces from Madame la Comtefs de
Genlis TREATRE oF EDUCATION, { Tranflator,)
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fentation. The firft phyfician, who piqued
himfelf on explaining every thing that
paffed in their minds, faid aloud, That
in {pite of themfelves, they had drawn:
an unfavourable comparifon” between the’
fairies in the piece, and themfelves; and
that an involuntary preference to the na-
tural, elegant, and noble" manners of
Afteria and Melifa, to their own, * was
extremely mortifying to them. He pre-:
tended, that the choice of the piece;
notwithftanding its title, was, in this re-
Ipe&, unfortunate. | -
The fecond day, they performed Agar
in the Defert, and the Effests of Curiofity,
both replete with fentiment and morality,
and fo admirably reprefented, as to' draw
tears from  the whole affembly.
~In fine, on the third day, they repre-
fented the Spoiled Child, and the Dangers
of the World; and their fuccefs was the
more brilliant, as they were fuppofed to
haye made a particular impreffion on the
young Princeffes. The Speiled Child in-
fpired 'them with many falutary reflec-
tions ; and the impreflion made by the
Dangers of the World, was ftill ftronger.,
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Celeftina fancied fhe faw her own picture
in every feature of the Vifcountefs ; and
Renet was fearful the refembled the weak
and reftlefs charatter of the Marchionefs.
Regentina applauded herfelf for the lucky
thought of having, for the firft time,
joined utility to the frivolous amufements
of a Court; and now, for the firft time
alfo, the Court applauded, with tranfport,
the happy idea of their Soveregn, with-
out any mixture of flattery or adula-
tion.

Thefe charming comedies were the
work of a Lady of the Court, celebrated
for the charms of her underftanding, and
the diverfity of her talents. She had
retired from a fociety whofe foul fhe
was, to dedicate her time to a more
interefting and more noble purpofe. It
was nothing extraordinary, that a woman
of fuch rare merit thould be found in
the Court of Regentina; but all were afto-
nithed that a Princefs fo difcerning as
Regentina, had not entrufted her with
the education of her daughters. When
we fay, that all were aftonithed, we do
not pretend to infinuate, that it was ever
thought of ; but, according to the cuf-
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tom of the country, every one made, or
repeated the remark, when the news were
fpread abroad, that a princefs, whofe
pure and angelic mind had been formed
by a fairy very different to ours, was
going to take away this lady from the
Coutt of Regentina, and to entruft her
with the education of her daughters, who,
to render the contraft more ftriking, were
twins. - The refignation of Regentina, on
this occafion, can no otherwife be ac-
counted for, than from the natural vari-
ablenefs of the atmofphere. It is faid,
that Capricious felt on this occafion a
third emotion of joy.

The entertainments drew toward a
conclufion ; and the two old women, to
fignalize their generofity, and above all,
their fenfe of the favours conferred on
them by Regentina, endeavoured to out-
do all their former exploits, by endow-
ing the Princeffes with a multitude of
rare qualities, which coft them nothing,
and which, had they taken equal effeét,
would have made in the fame perfon, a
moft extraordinary compound of contra-
dictions.  Capricious faved the Princefles
from this danger, without intending it,
by her . counter charms. The pleaﬁlre
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the took in thwarting the defigns of her
coufins, prevented her fcemg at the
moment, -that, without intending 1t, fhe
preferved the : ladies from the danorer of
becoming tirefome prattlers, or 1nfup-
portably conceited.” |

The old women, after ru1n1ng them-
felves in:prefents, without untying their
pu’rfe-{’crings, withed to fee the Princefles
in full poffeflion of their benefits as foon
as poflible ; and perfuaded Regentina to
take advantage of the concourfe of ftran-
gers, to chofe from among them huf-
bands,' worthy to poffefs fuch accom-
plilhed and deferving Princefles: The
firft phyfician, fearing perhaps, left the
old ladies would return again to the
wedding-feafts, pretended that it was the
only fenfible propofal that had entered
their brains; and that the efpoufals ought
to be celebrated ‘immediately, without
ceremony.

Among the whole crowd of ftrangers,
there were, however, but three who
could hope. to afpire to the hands of the
Princefles; thefe were, the Prince Three
Stars, the Prince Phenix, and the Prince
Colitri, 'To -defcribe them in three
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words, we may fay, that the firft was a
Prince, juft what he ought to be, the
fecond, a Prince, fuch as never was, and
the thlrd a Prince, fuch as ought never
to be agdin.

The firft had loft his father when
young ; and his grandfather, who was
called Pacific, was {o perfeétly infenfible,
that he had fuffered hlS dominions to fall
into the hands of a collateral branch, and
confequently made his grandfon a Prmce
of fortune, which obliged him to acquire
a great deal of merit.

The fecond was prefumptive heir to
his uncle Somgecreuwx, who governed his
dominions as 1t pleafed God; fometimes
well, ‘and fometimes ill, according to his
digeftion.  One ‘of the phenomena of the
age, and which the learned vainly fought
to define, was to {ee fo perfect a nephew
brought up by fo extraordinary an uncle.

In-the Prince Phanix were united the
moft thining qualities, with the moft
agreeable perfon. At an age when
others are {carcely - regarded, “he had
acquired a reputation; and the moft
folid virtues had not effaced in him the
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tender opening graces of early youth. He
began his travels in the Happy Ifland.

The third was fo little, fo flender, fo
genteel, fo pretty, fo delicate, fo bril-
hant, fo frifky, fo {fqueaking, fo frolic,
fo whiffling, that every one mechanically
avoilded him as a troublefome animal, or
perhaps, from fear of cruthing him to
pieces undefignedly. No one could fup-
pofe him to. be the fon, and what is
more, the eldeft fon of the Landgrave
Toutrond, whofe Court was not in the
leaft brilliant. That of Regentina thought
him the moft filly, infignificant, frivolous
thing, that had been feen for two gene-
rations.

The appearance of Phenix was fome-
what different. He immediately adopted
the manners of the firft people at Court,
with as much eafe as if he had paffed
his life in it ; and all agreed, that it was
a pity he fhould be a ftranger in it, He
fmiled at their difcourfe, liftened to every

- pretender to wit, which was the moft
common of all, as well as to the con-
- tinual abufe of it; and without pretend-

Vor. II. : H
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ing to any thing, he left, we know not
by what magic, the moft advantageous
impreffions wherever he appeared. In a
few days, he became, without withing
or knowing it, the objeé, and the centre
of the attention of the whole Court. It
was obferved, that Celefting was lefs re-
-garded ; and that the green {pectacles
were infenfibly dire&ted toward the Prince.
Without affecting fingularity, he had dif-
penfed himfelf from wearing any; and
what would have ruined another, fuc-
ceeded fo well with him, that his ex-
ample nearly abolifhed the cuftom.

So accomplithed a Prince, could not
fail being moved by the perfeGtions of
the Princefs. He {oon felt the moft con-
firméd {fymptoms of that formidable ma-
lady, which, by the account of the
Courtiers, made fuch dreadful ravages,
in a Court fo extremely fufceptible ; but
which the firft phyfician declared he had
never been confulted on but once in
the whole courfe of his long pradtice.
Phonix was alarmed at his paffion; the
difcovery of which afforded fatisfaction
to the whole Court; and it furnithed
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converfation for near twenty-four hours.
On a fudden, the Princefles Governefs,
feeling herfelf enlightened, cried out,
The Oracle is accomplifbed! This is the
bufband for Celefkina| be takes her wilh-
out green.

Celeftina was not ftruck with this ray
of intelligence in the fame manner as
her Governefs was. Not that fhe be-
held the paffion of the Prince without
affe@ing fome fadsfaCtion. How then
could fhe be indifferent toit? Calumny,
that always delights to faften on the moft
elevated and noble charaters, infinuated,
that the two-fold offence of the Prince,
in dividing the publi¢c attention, and
omitting to wear green fpettacles, had
affeted a heart, otherwife fuperior to
fuch little foibles. ~ But in thefe days,
when every fource is fearched to the
bottom, and the flambeau of criticifm
enlightens every ftep of the hiftorian
the moft authentic memoirs, leave not
the leaft doubt, but Capricious by an a=
bominable trick of her trade (invented
in the moft dangerous of her clofets)
facinated the eyes of the Princefs, fo as
to miflead her in this moft decifive mo-
ment of her deftiny, her real intereft,

k2 '
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and on which the happinefs of her life
~ depended.

Who would believe it? The moft
charming of the Princeffes declared her
inclination for Co/idri. This little original,
in imitation of Phenix, profeffed himfelf
to be paffionately in love with Celeftina s
and that it might be vifible to al] eyes,
he became twenty times more friftky and
infupportable than ever. As he was vain
of being in the pink of the fathion, his
only cry was for {enfitive fpectacles; but
their continual motion did not fuit with
the inftability of the little perfonage. In
vain did his gentleman practife for
twenty-four hours together; he never
could fucceed, even for the hundredth
part of the twinkling of an eye, to meet
the delicate little nofe of his Highnefs,
or fix them properly on it. Luckily, the
continual motion of his eyes, prevented
him from the danger of becoming an
owl; but the little Puppy neverthelefs
affected to be in a rage, that he could
not thew this mark of refpect to the
Princefs.

This alone was fufficient grounds for
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the old waiting gentlewoman to perfuade
Regentina, that this was the hufband def-
tined by the Oracle, becaufe he would
take the Princefs without green, not on
account of his difdaining to wear green,
but that it was not in his power to do {o,
notwithftanding all his efforts; which, n
her mind, made a material difference 1in
the meaning of the Oracle. Regentina
remained fpeechlefs and confufed, at the
pitiful refult of fuch pompous prelimi-
naries. Thofe who were well acquaint-
ed with the world and the Court, agreed,
that the heart of woman was an inexpli-
cable abyfs; and all remarked the no-
velty of this fentiment. The philofo-
phers alone found it fimple and natural.
They remembered the tale of, The way to
pleafe the ladies, written by one of their
fraternity; and thought it common enough
for a woman of fenfe to prefer a coxcomb,
whom fhe could govern as fhe liked, to a-
man, who would always furpafs her, 1n
{pite of her and himfelf too, by poflefling
qualities too eminent.

Regentina, mortified and perplexed at
the profpect of having fuch a fon-in-law,
and too feelingly convinced, that fuch an

g
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alliance would leffen the dignity of her
“Crown, which the was extremely jealous
of maintaining, had recourfe to the two
guardian fairies, in hopes, that as they
had loaded her daughters with fo many
ufelefs gifts, they would, for once, do
her a real fervice, in 2 very material cire
cumftance, by curing Celeftina of fo ridi-
culous and ill-placed a paffion; but thefe
ladies, chancing to find another oppor-
tunity, before their departure, of again
difplaying their eloquence, fpun out a
catalogue of common-place remarks, to
convince her, that the decrees of fate
were immutable ; that it was in vain for
feeble mortals to oppofe them; that what
we often think misfortunes, frequently
prove fources of happinefs, and wice
verfd; that confequently we ought not to
conclude rafhly, &c. &c. &c. &e. Fore-
Jight even recolleéred feeing, during her
journey, a Colibri continually flying be-
fore her telefcope ; and being vexed by
his preventing her looking into futurity.
This was to her a ray of intelligence, that
clearly convinced her, Prince Colibrs was
the deftined hufband of Celefing, This
fuccefstul demonfiration, occupied near-
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ly a third part of the time taken up in
pronouncing the Oracle.

Regentina, who was poffefled of great
fortitude in every other trial, was unable
to {fupport vexation, when carried to a
certain degree, yielded again on this
occafion, and remained annihilated. The
fairies, charmed with her docility, took
every thing upon themfelves, ordered
the licence, and other neceffary forms;
and managed matters fo well, that the
marriage of Celeftina with Prince Colibri
was propofed, fixed on, and concluded,
in lefs than twenty-four hours, one con-
dition only being ftipulated, That the
Prince fhould remain in the dominions of
Regentina, which would one day belong
to Celeftina. Colibri made a vow to do
fo, with a voice three times more thrill
than common; and Phenix would have
doubted, if what paffed before his eyes
were real or a dream, had not the mortal
grief that overwhelmed him, convinced
him of the truth. He retired haftily
from a Court fo fatal to his repofe, ut-
tering the moft folemn and facred vow,
never to behold again, the beauty that
had robbed him of his peace; and to
feek death in the chance of war at a dif
tance from her, It is faid, that Capri-
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¢ious, being at that moment in her Chinefe
clofets, made fo many jumps and fkips
for joy, that fhe broke to the amount of
three millions in China-ware. ~

The day after the wedding, all the
~ green fpectacles difappeared, and every
eye was caft down. None durft raife
them to Regentina or Celeftina. The old
waiting-gentlewoman having had a vio-
lent cholic in the night, excufed herfelf
from appearing at Court. The firft phy-
fician threw fire and flame wherever he
went; and the two fairies, aftonifhed at
their own work, and athamed of what
they had done, began to be uneafy at
the fine proje&t they had conceived.
Nothing was heard in the city, and at
Court, - during the whole day, but the
following exclamation, Ah! Phanix!
pronounced in the moft doleful accent.

The firft thing that ftruck Regentina,
when the recovered from the infenfi-
bility into which the lady’s eloquence
had thrown her, was the unheard of in-
attention to all decorum, 1n regard to
the Landgrave Zoutrond. 'This circum-
ftance, notwithftanding the protection of
the fairies, might be productive of the
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moft ferious confequences; and if Ca-
pricious had, without lofs of time, quitted
her clofets, appeared at the Court of
Toutrond, and warmed his imagination,
which, though a good kind of man, was
none of the brighteft, it would have
been for the glory of Celeftina, and the
repofe of Regentina. Happily, the old
woman was in fuch an ill-humour after
breaking her China, which unluckily the
could not accufe any one of; fhe had
befide, fo natural an averfion to the dull
uniformity of the ILandgrave’s Court,
that {fuch an excellent frolic did not pre-
fent itfelf to her imagination. Regentina,
without lofs of time, fent a folemn am-
baffy to the Landgrave, to induce him
to reft fatisfied with a marriage that had
been rafhly contratted, without refle&t-
ing that his confent was wanting to it.
This negotiation was of a more deli-
cate nature than that to which the Happy
Hland frood indebted for the prefence of
the fairies. The Ambafladors were
charged with a great number of letters.
Coligri wrote one to his Papa, in a ftyle
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to which the good man was unaccuftom-
ed, and which he efteemed as it de-
ferved. Celeftina added another, in a
very fubmiffive tone, which was looked
upon as a mafter-piece of wit and addrefs.
The two fairies wrote with their ufual
eloquence. Regentina, with an admirable
mixture of dignity, wifdom, friendthip,
and politenefs. The old waiting-gentle-
woman wrote to the Mafter of the Cere-
monies, with whom fhe had formerly
been acquainted and who had a great
afcendency over the mind of his Prince,
notwithftanding his averfion to every
thing that tended toward ceremony.” The
firft phyfician wrote to his brother phyfi-
cian, with whom he had ftudied in an
hofpital belonging to the Landgrave, to
exhort him to ufe narcotics and fopori-
fics, on this important occafion. They
did not forget to furnith the Ambaffa-
dors with magnificent prefents, among
which was a bird-cage of curious work-
manthip, full of little birds, and particu-
larly Colibries, which they knew the good
man was paffionately fond of.

Before the Ambaffadors could arrive
at the gates of his dwelling, he had read
in the news-papers every particular re-
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{pecting the marriage of his fon; he was
even diverted with the impertinence of
the editor, who probably, in a great -
fcarcity of human follies, had married
his fon without his knowledge and con-
fent, with great pomp, only to fill his
trumpery paper. In the height of this
mirth, the Ambaffadors from the Happy
Ifland were announced. When the good
Landgrave was afcertained of the objeét
of their Ambafly, he fell into {fo violent
a paffion, that it was the opinion of the
moft learned of the faculty, that he
would have been ftiffled on the fpot, had
he not given vent to it in the following
terms: < I plainly fee my blackguard of
a fon in this fine projet; but what can
that brute of a ’{fquire I fent to efcort
him think of himfelf, who promifed to
forfeit his life, if he did not fucceed in
that country ? I grant it was no great de-
pendence ; I ought to have diftrufted a
man who {quints, and who never looked
at any one in a ftraight line. It was,
however, that blackguard Colibri’s nurfe
~ who faddled me with the beaft; and who
affured me of his experience and fenfe.
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After this, who would truft their children
to others? How are parents to be pitied !
Could I leave the government, and run
about to expofe my blackguard fon in
the great world; if, by miracle, my late
wife were alive again, on my honour, I
fhould not know where to hide my
head.”

During the firft tranfports of his rage,
no one prefumed to take the part of the
Prince or his ’fquire; but all remarked,
that in the height of his fury, not one
difobliging word efcaped him, either
againft Regentina, or the Princefs his
daughter-in-law; but the fairies were not
fpared. My name is not Tousrond, ex-

_ claimed he, if I do not lampoon the old
dotards in all the news-papers. It is
well worth while to bear Prudence and
Forefight in their coats of arms, and
under this pretence, to meddle in family
affairs without being afked to do it, only
to be guilty of a thoufand mifchiefs. 1
will have their titles examined into by
my Council; and I will lofe my Land-
graviate’s hat, if I do not take their arms

-~ from them, to teach them to make mat-
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without the parents’ confent.”----It is
much to be lamented, that hiftory has
not handed down to us more than a few
fragments of this fublime difcourfe, which
muft have been infinitely fuperior to the
fineft of the Philippics, or the Orations of
Cataline, from the familiar expreflions
with which the good man larded his
harangue.

The violence of his firft tranfports, and
this fudden evaporation, led the Ambaf-
fadors to forefee the turn their negotiation
would take. In a few days matters were
accommodated in a fingular manner.
Every thing was forgotten, forgiven, ap-
proved, and ratified, to the content of the
Ambaffadors. '

Toutrond was immoveable only in one

oint, He would not hear of the fuc-
ceffion  to the -Happy Hfland. He infilted
that his fon, inftead of playing the fool:
at the Court of Regentina, fhould come
with the Princefs, his wife, to him, that
the finithing ftroke might be put to his
education, which was very much want-
ing ; and that he would be contented with
the inheritance of the Landgravate. It
was only on this condition that he could

T ) e TER I
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-be prevailed on to acknowledge the
validity of the marriage. _

This crifis of time was varioufly filled
up at the Court of Regentina ; when one
morning, as Renet was walking in a re-
tired part of her mother’s gardens, with
her Lady in waiting, daughter to the old
waiting gentlewoman, they heard people
talking fomewhat loud in a neighbouring
arbour. ILike a well bred young lady,
the “was going away in hafte; but the
lady fuddenly ftopped her : What is your
Royal Highnefs about? faid the, in a
whifper ; my Mamma has told me, never
to mifs an opportunity of liftening at
doors whenever it offered ; and that it was
a method of learning many things, which.
it would be impoffible to know in’ any
other way. - Now, if it be right to liften:
at a door when fhut, it can be no harm
at all to de fo at an open arbour. The
Princefs was not convinced of the reéti-
tude of thefe principles; but the lady
continued, Go where you pleafe, for my
part, I fhall ftay ; and Rener, not think-
ing it confiftent with the rules of de-
corum to return alone, was obliged to
ftay, againft her inclination, and liften to
what pafied in the arbour.
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The Prince Three Stars was converfing
familiarly with the companion of his tra-
vels, on the events that had lately hap-
pened. The conduét of the fairies ap-
peared to him very extraordinary. On
what foundation do thefe ladies build
their high reputation ? faid the Prince.
Ah! my Prince! replied his companion,
you will fee, in the courfe of your tra-
vels, more wonderful things. They then
extolled the qualifications of Celeflina;
But of what ufe is wit or beauty, if they
are to be beftowed on a Colibri. Thefe
refletions naturally led them to talk of
Renet, who was not ufually an obje&t of
any one’s attention. She would not have
made fo uncouth a choice; fhe would
have known the value of the conqueft of
fuch a man as Phenix, {aid the Prince.
Or of yourfelf, interrupted his com-
panion, had her modefty permitted her
to have difcovered it. A total filence
fucceeded. At length, the Prince re-
fumed ; Since you have penetrated the
fecret of my foul, it is ufelefs, my dear
friend, to conceal it from you. Yes, I
love Renet 5 but I muft acknowledge my

' 32
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‘own unworthinefs ; T am too inconfider-
able to deferve her notice. Though the
be the youngeft, the muft have formed
the more exalted hopes; as the choice
of her fifter muft certainly have thwarted
thofe of her mother.

The Prince ‘had not yet finithed fpeak-

ing, before the lady who attended Rener
began to run, with all her power, toward
the Palace, and Renet to trot after her,
making more reflections in one moment,
than fhe had ‘ever done before in a day,
notwithftanding ‘her ‘mind ‘naturally was
turned for refletion. Before fhe arrived
:at the Palace, fhe difcovered in Prince
Three Stars an infinity of 'amiable, inte-
refling, and folid virtues, that fhe niever
had obferved before.  The lady, her
companion, ‘went in great hafte to her
mother, to communicate the difcovery
fhe had made. The old waiting .gentle-
woman did not lofe a moment without
acquainting the two fairies with the news,
who feized, with the enthufiafm that ufu-
ally fucceeded their lucid intervals, began
to cry out like mad women, Through the
green! The Oracleds accomplifbed ! Through

sl e L
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the green! They were delighted to find
an opportunity of repairing their folly in
regard to the firft wedding. Their elo-
quence was a third time excited, and
produced the ufual effect in Regentina.
This moft prudent affair was planned,
conducted, and concluded, in the {fame
manner as the moft foolith one had been,
except, that Capricious was remarked to
be in a moft diabolical ill humour.

EMmiLy.
Ah! Mamma !
MoTHER.
What 1s the matter?

EmiLy.
We are arrived, and the ftory is not
finithed by a great deal.

MoTHER.

Well, you will not lofe any part of it;
you may finifh it another time. ILet us
get out of the coach, and in the firft place,

‘go and fee whether the kitchen garden
be in good order. That will employ us
till dinner-time. §

Evrrv.

See, Mamma, how glad all the people,
and the animals too, are to fee you!
How do you do Marignne ?---How do

13 ’
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you all ‘do, my good friends?---How
does good old Noé/?2---Ah! art thou
there my little Placid |--:Mamma, Fowler
knows me again, We thall make you
a vifit after dinner Marionne.-- Ve will
vifit the court-yard as if we lived here.
Did they not tell us, Mamma, that we
fhould find old Lahaie and his fon in
the kitchen-garden ?

MorTHER.
Let us go and fee-—-I do not afk you

how you like the fairy tale; T ‘faw it
made you laugh.

EMmiLvy.
Indeed, Mamma, it is very droll ; yet
i thought 1t rather tedious here znd
there. But perhaps there may be fome
things I do not underftand.

. MoTHER,
Very likely.
EMiLy.

However, I have a great curioﬁty to
know how it will all end.

MoTHER.
You will know that to-merrow, or the
firft vacant moment we can find,
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EMiry.

Now, my dear good Mamma, do tell
it me in a few words, that I may not have
all thefe people on my hands, while we
are going to the court-yard, the farm,
and the laundry. You have read it; you
know all about it.

MoTHER.
But that would be depriving you of an
agreeable furprife to no end.

EMivLy.

Oh! that is nothing! They are droll
creatures ; they will divert me at any
time. Befide, you krow, Manima, that
Andromache and Merope made me cry,
though 1 had read them very often, and
knew the fineft paffages in them by
heart. .

| MoTHER.

Were I difpofed to oblige you, it is
not in my power. 1 acknowledge to
you, that I have read the ftory but fu-
perficially ; T have no great defire to be
connefted with fuch kind of perfonages.
You know alfo, that I have no memory;
and I fhould probably give you but a
bad account. ’
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EMmriLvy.

Try, however, my dear Mamma, to
tet me know the denonement. *

MorTHER.

The denouement? 1 am not {ure the
author meant there thould be one. But no
matter, let us fee whether we can fatisfy

you. Give me the pamphlet, that I may -

refreth my memory, if I fhould be at a
lofs. We left off rather abruptly at the
marriage of the Princefles, though the
recital is far from being fo. The two
fairies were difmiffed, and their depar-
ture was productive of one good end,
which was, that Cepricious no longer
kept thofe clofet windows open that
looked toward the Haoppy Ifland; and
that Regentina, and her daughters, ceafed
to be the fole objeéts of her attention.
‘To appeale the Landgrave Toutrond, it
was needful that Celefizna {thould break
her vow, and conduét her fop of a huf
band to his father’s feet. Regentina thought
it her duty to accompany her daughter,
to prevent any new altercations. She
confided the regency of her dominions

¥ The conclufion of the plot,

. e LEOAMRL
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to her youngeft daughter, or rather to
her hufband, the Prince Three Stars. In
the mean time, the beautiful Phanix was
in fearch of danger, wifhing to put an
end to his paffion with his life; and
wherever he appeared incogaito, he met
with admiration and applaufe. No fooner
did his uncle Songecreux hear of the con-
tempt with which Celeftina had treated
his nephew, the beautiful Phenix, than
he began to talk, which he had not done
for eighteen months: but every time he
fpoke, fomething remarkable happened,
which would have fometimes been better
omitted. There was at his Court an old
corfair, who had retired thither through
devotion, and to make what is called a
good end, after having ploughed the
ocean between thirty and forty years,
and plundered friends and foes without
diftin&ion. He related his adventures
to amufe Songecrens, while he meditated
on other matters, 'This pirate perfuaded
him to revenge the affront that had been
offered to his nephew, and thereby realize
thofe crude and vindiétive defigns, which
but for him would have never been put
into execution. On a fudden the Happy
Jfland was invaded and conquered; thie



x06 CONVERSATIONS  Con XIV,

corfair fecured the perfon of Rener and
her hufband, put them on board a veflel,
and fent them to Songecreux, who fhut
them up in-a tower near a fmall pavillion,
in which he lived, that he might have
them in his eye. The corfair named
himfelf the Viceroy of Somgecreux in the
Happy Ifland; and converted it into a
moft unhappy one. ‘
As foon as thefe unfortunate events
were known at the Court of Toutrond,
Colibri made his efcape, like a giddy
brain as he was, to the Court of Songe-
creux, with a defign to kill him, and fet
his {ifter-in-law and her hufband at li-
berty.  On his arrival, he made fo many
turnings and windings around the tower
in which Renet was confined, and the pa-
villion of Songecreux, that a game-keeper,
miftaking him for a {quirrel, fhot him
with {ingular addrefs. Being dead, they
were more perplexed what to do with
him than when he was alive, The moft
celebrated among the literati, as well as
the moft profound philofophers, were at
a lofs. = At length it was concluded, that
he fhould be preferved in fpirits of wine ;
and a foundation eftablithed for a prize
in the Academy of Somgecrenx, to be
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beftowed on him who fhould beft define
the {pecies of this error in nature; for fo
this unhappy Prince was termed in their
notices.  Somgecreux, who troubled his
head neither with his game-keepers nor
his Academy, was ignorant of all that
paflfed, and did not even fufpect, that
the prefumptive heir to the Landgraviate
had been killed at his door like a {quirrel.
Emivy.

Oh! how do you do, good old Labaie?
I am glad to fee you again in good
~ health. We were far from thinking of
you at this moment ; but have pat1ence,
we will be with you prefently ;. we fhall
have time enough, I hope.

MoTHER.

While Toutrond was lamenting the
flight of his fon, well convinced that he
was gone only to perform fome ridiculous
exploits, that would make a noife, and
was far from fufpecting he had performed.
them all, Phenix hears (in the Ruffian
army, into which he had entered, to feek
death in combatting the Inﬁdels) of the
enterprife of his uncle. He. afks his
General for a body of Cofacques for a
coup de main; arrives,.as quick as light-

ning at the Happy [/szd makes the troops
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of his uncle prifoners of war, ina fkir-
mith, while one of his Cofacques kills the
old corfalr, who called himfelf. Viceroy.
This expedition being accomplithed, he
flew to his uncle’s feet, fully fatlsﬁed the
flighteft remembrance on his part, would
be fuﬁ‘iment to induce him to repent of
his unjuft enterprife. ~While the Co-
facques {furrounded the tower, with a view,
to {et the Prince Three Stars and Renet at
liberty, Phanix approached the pavillion
of his uncle. The officer of the body-
guards tells him, that Somgecreux had
given orders, that no one fhould enter
his prefence till he rang his bell; and
that he had not rung it fince the death of
a certain fquirrel, which happened fix
weeks before. He had never yet thought
or refleted alone, for fuch a length of
time. His longeft retirements had not
exceeded a fortnight, without at leaft
thewing himfelf at the window, to fee
the guard relieved.

The beautiful Phenix takes upon him
to enter, notwithftanding ‘the orders of
his uncle. His furprife was extreme,
not at finding his uncle without motion,
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for that was common to him, but with~
out the power to move.
EMiLvy.
How fo, Mamma ?
MoTHER.

He was dead ; and it was feen by the
date of the letter he had begun to write
to his nephew, that he had been dead fix
weeks ; that 1s, from the very day on
which Colidri was killed at his door, in
the character of a fquirrel. It was ima-
gined, he died of an apoplexy occafion-
ed by the report of a gun. Thus the .
author might have eafily concluded his
ftory here.

EwmrLv.

How fo, Mamma ?

MoTHER.

He has made Celeffina a widow, and
excufed Phanix from negotiating the
reftitution of the Happy Ifland to the
lawful poffeffors. |

Ewmirvy.

Oh! I underftand you; Phenix fuc-
ceeded the melancholy Somgecreux. He
need not now afk his advice. I dare fay
he will marry Celeftina.

Mo THER.
He was fatisfied to be mn regard to her,
Vor, II. K
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the moft generous, the moft magnani-
mous, the moft delicate of lovers. His
firft cares were devoted to Renet and her
hufband.  Phanix had the precaution to
bring with him, after the retaking of the
Happy Ifland, the firft phyfician; that he
might attend the Princefs Rener when
the quitted her captivity. He never
mentioned the name of Celeflina to her,
but Rener never failed to mention him
with the more refpect and affeion in
her letters to her mother and fifter.
Misfortune had repaired, in a fhort time,
all the folly of the fairies, and the ra-
vages of profperity ; and rendered the
mother and the twin fifters perfe&t
beings.

Renet did not want the affiftance of the
firft phyfician to reftore her health ; but,
as he was one day ftrolling carelefsly
about the Academy, he there difcovered
the figure of Prince Colibri in a bottle
of fpirits of wine. This difcovery en-
titled him to the prize in an unexpeéted
manner. It alfo convinced Toutrond of
the unhappy end of his fon; and he was
thereby relieved ; becaufe the certainty
of an evil ispreferable to uncertainty,
Befide, as the Landgrave was a man of
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good natural {enfe, he, fenfible that fuch
2 fon could not afford him any fatisfac-
~ tion; and that fuch a blackguard was an
improper hufband for the accomplifhed
Celeftina. Every thing confidered, he cried,
Heaven be praifed, there is now a foolifl
[om the lefs in the world. He only de-
fired to have the bottle in which he was
preferved ; and the Academy thought it
their duty to fend it to him, wrapped up
in a fonnet compofed on the glorious
death of Prince Colidri---

| EMiLy.
And the wedding ?

MoTHER.

Tontrond again broke the ice. Celef-
tina, who had injured fo many eyes by
the fplendor of her beauty, could not
even think of Phenix without cafting
down her own. As more delicacy and
magnanimity were apparent in the con-
du& of the Prince, the more was the
moft charming Princefs in the world
confufed and vanquithed. Her paffion
become more violent by the efforts fhe
made to fubdue it, fuffered her to per-
ceive a poflibility of being united to the
Prince, whofe fuperiority greatly humbled

T2 i
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her in her own opinion. Toutrond re-
moved every difficulty. He begged the
Prince to come and receive from ‘his
hand, the beft and only reward worthy
his acceptance. The wedding was cele-
brated at the Court of the Landgrave,
- who was delighted with the Cofacques
Pheniy had brought with him. He
would not fuffer them to return to their
own country, till the rejoicings were
over; and then loaded them with ho-
nours and rewards.  Phawnix entrufted
their Chief with a cameo of Minerva
Vicirin, of Grecian workmanthip, which
he intended as a prefent "to the Emprefs,
as a mark of his gratitude for the pro-
tection fhe had afforded him.
FMrry.
So then the ftory is now ended.
MorTHER.
But for the fairies ?
B v

What, are they coming again to fpoil
all ?

MoTHER.

They would not certainly fail at a
wedding-feaft of fuch importance. The
Landgrave, who liked them no better
than you do, had made an excufe for not
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mmviting them, under a pretence, that he
could not accommodate them fuitably to
their rank ; but, in a trice, they added
two wings to the caftle. He therefore
permitted their vifit as a neceflary evil;
but to enrage them, he invited Capricions
in the greateft form, and lodged her in
the beft apartments, though the other
ladies had been obliged, in a manner,
to furnith the expence of their own
lodging.

EMiLvy.

Mamma, we fhall never get through
this ftory. Matters are more perplexed
than ever.

MoTHER.

Not at all. The two old ladies a-
thamed of their paft follies, durflt not
open their lips.  Capricious, vain of
fhining without a rival, conceived an ex-
cellent, though rather fingular idea. She
propofed a double marriage between
Phanix and Celeftina, Tontrond and Regen-
ting. The latter was ftill of an age to
pleafe. 7. outrond, was {eized with tranfport
at this extraordinary propofal, faying,
that in the decline of life, he only began

K3
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to live.  Capricious beftowed on the firft
phyfician the commiffion of Counfellor
of State, apparently in honor of this
wedding ; but in fat, from averfion to
.the other two fairies. She alfo freed
- Regentina from the old waiting woman,
. whom fhe took into her own fervice n
the fame capacity, that fhe might tor-
ment her whenever fhe liked.

Toutrond and Regentina governed the

Landgraviate many years, with great
glory.~, '
-+ That nothing might be wanting to
complete the fatisfation of the good
man ; he had, by this fecond marriage, 3a
fon worthy of his mother; that is to fay,
jult the reverfe of Coliby; ; and 1t was
obferved, that Regentina, while educating
her {on, brought about a change in the
charatter of the father, confiderably to
his advantage ; and alfo, that his tone of
voice was totally altered.

Phenix and Celeftina, more enraptured
with each other, from the mifery they
had experienced, reigned over the do-
minions of Songecreux. The Prince Three
Stars and Renet governed the Happy
{fand, ‘Then was feen what has never
fince happened but once, three confider-
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able States, well governed at the fame
time, though neither of the great per-
fonages had kept their vows.

EMmrILy.

I did not expeét the marriage of Re-
genting---Well, Mamma! it is a very
pretty ftory.

OTHE R. ;

It may be fo. But I have not been
the lefs blamable on that account, for
fuffering you to read it.

EMiLy.

Why fo?

MoTHER.

Becaufe there is a number of de-
{criptions, pleafantries, and allufions, a-
bove your comprehenfion, of which you
can neither perceive the merit, nor the
defeéts.

EMmiLy.

Well! I fhall find them out when I
am older.

MoTHER. |

That is fome excufe for me, and your
perfecuting me to read you a fairy tale,
is a juftification alfo.

B.vnn x;
But no one accufes you, Mamma.
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MoTHER.

I thould prefer your reading what you
may think {uperior in this kind, when
vou fhall be older, than fuch as would
appear infipid to you in future.

EMrILyvy.

I promife you, Mamma, that, take it

all together, the flory has amufed me;
but what is your opinion of it?

Mo T H ER.

I am of opinion, that the author is as
fingular a charater as thofe he draws ;
that he wrote it in an idle moment, with-
out any other defign than his own amufe-
ment, or paftime; and without troubling
hlmfelf whither his wandering pen or
imagination thould carry him. Confe-
quemly, he has given {cope to every
folly and extravagance that prefented
itfelf to his imagination. I do not
find much invention in his ftory, but
numberlefs allufions to our defeéts, to
the forms of fociety, and to the follies
of the times. Every event or incident
was equally ufeful to him, if it fur-
nifhed matter for ridicule. In that re-
fpect; his tale is like all other fairy tales,
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" which are feldom the pictures of real life,
but fketches of temporary cuftoms or lo-
cal follies; but cuftoms alter, and follies
pafs away, as well as fairy tales. This
1s much too long, and the ftyle appears
to me to be too familiar in more than
one inftance.
EsmiLx.

Efpecially, Mamma, in his want of
refpect to the fairies, he ought to be
reprimanded.  Prudence and 'Forefight
never conducted themfelves in fo abfﬁrd
4 manner.

MoTHER.

I fufpe& his motive for that, and fe-
veral other particulars, was to ridicule
his brother authors, who frequently adorn
their heroes with fine names, and defcribe
them as fine charaters, without being
able to reprefent them fuch as they would
wifh us to imagine them.

EMmiLy.

Well! that is what I never thould have
guefled of my own accord.

MoTHER.

There are {o many abfurdities of that



518 CONPERSATIONS Con, X1V,

nature, that I am furprifed the ftory
thould have amufed you.
TP Rl s

Come, Mamma. Dinner is ready.

They are coming to call us.
MoT#aER.

Thank Heaven! we fhall hear no more
of fairies, nor of the Princes and Princefles
their acquaintance ; for you recolle&t our
agreement.

Emivy.

Truly, Mamma, it would be well
worth while to talk of fuch nonfenfe,
when we have fo many things of confe-
quence to fettle.

Mo THER.

Indeed we fhall not have too much
time.

EMiLy.

We fhall hardly have enough to eat
our dinner, Mamma. In the firft place,
as foon as we have drunk our coffee, -
we muft pay our duty to Maryanne,
and her poultry, and all company in the
court-yard.

MoTHER.
Properly called the poultry-yard.
EMmiLy. |

Then we muft vifit the dairy. Then

to the dove-houfe, then to the laundry,
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to fee whether every thing be well wathed,
folded up, and put away in the preffes,
againft next fummer. Then we muft
go into the village to fee good Mrs.
Gzllet who 1s always ill. ‘Then we muft
make a vifit to the mill, to know whe-
ther father and mother be forry they have
inoculated the children, according to
your advice, then to the farm, where,
perhaps, they will make us a fyllabub.
Then return to the kitchen garden, the
fairy having prevented us this morning
from paying our duty there. Then before
we fet out, give a look over the houfe,
nay, into the very kitchen, to fee whether
every thing be as it fhould be---
MoTHER.

What a catalogue of cares and occu-
pations! Do you know that I fhould be
fatigued 1n imagination, and apprehend
my own {trength, were I not well acquaint-
ed with the extent of our domains?

EMiILy.

Why, yes; you will fay it 1s but a ftep
from one place to another; but for all
that we fhall have enough to employ
us, and fatigue us t00.---Oh! Mamma,
why did you not fend and invite the Cu-
rate to dine with us? You like him.
He is a good man.
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MoTHER.

Suppole you fhould find him in tl e
dining-parlour.-

EmMiILy.

I fhould be very happy. But you did
not fend to him.

MorTHER.

Then you fuppofe, that while Emily is
playing with her lamb, and making her
courtefy to the great dog in the poultry-
yard, her mother is thinking of nothing.

R yrine

Oh! no!---Do you remember the
riddle he gave me to find out the day
we left the country?

MoTHER.

Really I do not.

Emirvy.

1 was to have told him, what was the

ftrongeft and the weakeft thing in nature ?

MoTHER.
And what was 1t ?
EmiL v.
A child.
MoTHER.

Its weaknefs I can eafily conceive; but

as to its {‘crengtl e
Emicvy.

The Curate faid, that it carried all
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the ﬁrength of its whole life under its
fwaddling cloaths.

MoOTHER.

1 do not recolle& it, neither do I dif-
pute it. It is certain, that the Emprefs
of Ruffia, and the King of Pruffia, were
both lulled to fleep like Emily.

EMILY.

- What, Mamma! do you not remem-

ber it? And you faid, in that cafe, edu-
cation confifted in placing the good on
the ftrong fide, and the evil on the weak
one; to add every day fomething to the
one, and to leffen the other, that in time,
it might entirely difappear.

MoTHER.
Did I fay fo?
EMiLvy.
Yes, Mamma. I never forget what
you fay.
MoTHER.
: Would it were as eafy to do as to
{ay.
EmMILy,
Mamma, there is the Curate coming
to meet us, I muft run and welcome
him from you,

Yor, H. : L
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FIFTEENTH CONVERSATION.

S

EmrIrvy.

( Tﬂﬁriﬂg to ber doll, which fbe is dreffing,

while ber mother is at work at  ber

Jframe.) |
I CANNOT help telling you, Mifs, that

Lam outrée * to fee you in this mortifying
condition. You look frightfully in that
cap ; and I am quite in defpair when I fee
you fo horridly dreffed.  But let me
alone, Mifs, I may bé one day twelve or
fourteen years old, and then perhaps, I
may, for once, have a crown piece to do
what I will with, and then we will go and
make acquaintance with Mifs Bertin 5 we
thall have caps and hats, and feathers,
and pearls, and necklaces, and mirzas for
your ears, and watch-ftrings, and fafhes;

*The Tranflator was obliged to make ufe of the French word
owérie; the meaning of which wiil be explained a little further,

Bt S L
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and every body will be in an ecftafy with
our tafte, and elegance. It is very hard
that we are now too poor to buy ne-
ceffaries for you. |

MoTHER.
If thofe be neceffaries, I am as
much to be pitied as Mifs; for I have
none of them.

EMiILy.

Indeed, Mamma, 1 know too well
how much you are to be pitied. Your
bad ftate of health prevents you from
enjoying any thing of that kind; but if
you were to go into company, you muft
own you could not do without them.

MoTHER.

I own to you, my love, that I have
never regretted the lofs of health on
~account of thofe privations till now, that
you put me in mind of it It*is wery
hard as you juitly fay, not to have health
or riches enough to ruin onefelf in flowers
and feathers---

EmiLy.
You fmile, Mamma; is it to make
fport of me? |
T2
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Mornzgr.

‘The ftate of my health leaves me even
without hope in that refpeét; whereas,
Mifs will be at the height of her riches,
when you fhall be in poffeffion of the
capital of five fhillings in bank.

EMiry.
Perhaps I may have bought more
things with my capital than it will pay
for. What do you fay to it, Mamma ?

MoTHuER. |
You muft confult Mifs Bertin; fhe is
a better judge of thofe matters than I.
I can only remark, that it is fcarcely
poffible to make a more refpe@able ufe
of money than to fpend it in feathers and
trumpery.

EMiLvy.

Come, Mamma, you are in one of
your jeering humours to-day; you are
mocking me, I fee that. But, however,
I mean only to fpend what you are fo
good as to give me for my pocket-
money ; that is, when I fhall be older,
and when you will give me a little more,
that Mifs may be better drefled.
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MoTHER.
That every body may be in an ecftafy
at her clegance, and the tafte of her
waiting-gentlewoman.

EmILy.

Yes, I fay in an ecltafy.  What aftrefs
you lay on that word ! Did I not hear you
fay the other day, when Mirs.AMontbrillant
was gone, how well that woman dreffes !
What tafte the difplays in every thing the
wears! frequently in the moft trifling
ornament. What unftudied elegance!
Tt is difficult to difcover on what it de-
pends. It is true every thing becomes
heér moft enchantingly---I do not remem-
ber to whom you faid all this, but you
faid it. Do you not call that being in
an ecftafy, Mamma?

MorTHER.

I {fee you have a prodigious memory ;
but are you fure it was I who {faid all
this? As you are naturally a great ob-
{erver, you muft have remarked, that 1
do not make. ufe of exclamations. 1
think alfo, that I am very elegant to
have.launched out with fuch elegance on
alady’s drafsds

L 3
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EMiLy.
If you did not fay it fomebody faid it
to you perhaps. But it wasfaid. I po-

fitively heard it.---Is not that being in an
ecftaly, Mamma ?

MoTHuER.

Come, I fee T muft take this upon
mylelf. Ecftafy in this fenfe is the
higheft degree of admiration, beyond
which it is impoflible for the imagination
to foar. A perfon is faid to be in an
ecftaly, when fo abforbed by any obje&,
that every other, though equally prefent,
makes no impreffion. ‘Thus, bodily pain

frequently produces no effle@ on perfons
Jn an ecfitafy, '

EviLy,
How fo, Mamma ?

MoTuenr,
They have been feen to wound and
burn themi{eives without feeling 1t.

L ML Y.
Is it poffible ! Mamma 2

Morugr,
Did you really fee me in fo violent
and alarming a fituation on account of
the drefs of Mrs, Montbrillant ?
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EMrILy.
Not exactly.
MoTHER.
It is at leaft your intention to put all
the world in an ecftafy by the drefs of
your doll, or, to fpeak in more fuitable

language, by the extreme elegance of
Mifs.

EmivLvy.
But, Mamma, it is a way of talking;
every body fays fo. You fhould not
examine things {o nearly.

MoTHER.

I am fatisfied. I muft tell you, that
your difcourfe to Mifs alarmed me. I
faw you outrée, and in defpair. 1 faw
Mifs, on her part, and horrible, and
dreadful, and all on account of her head-
drefs. You are, no doubt, fenfible of
the force of thofe expreflions.

EMiLy.

Why, yes. I believe I do nearly un-
derftand them.

MoTHER.
Then you muft know, that by the words
dreadful and _frightful, we mean what-
ever infpires terror, or affright; that 1s
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the extreme of terror, or what is the
moft terrible of all things. You, who

fecretly ftudy mythology, are perhaps ac-
quainted with the Furies.

! ol
Yes to be fure, Mamma. They are
three infernal deities, whofe employment
it is to torment the wicked, and exercife
the vengeance of the gods upon great
criminals, b i)
MorTHER.
They were hideous' enough to infpire
terror.
Evrry
Yes, when they tormented poor Oreftes.

Mo rTuzr,

Do you know how they were dreffed
about the head ?

: Emiry.
. They were armed with flaming torches,
and their heads adorned with adders.

MortHuER.

It 1s now to be determined, whether
your doll have the appearance of a fourth
fury, becaufe her cap was not bought
‘at Mifs Bertin's, ;

M. T
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EMiLy.
I fee, Mamma, it is your intention to
make me ridiculous.

MOTHER.

As one ontrée, you may be a little fo
perhaps. For, to profefs onefelf outree,
means that one is wound up to the
higheft pitch of indignation, in fuch a
manner, that half a turn more, and the
machine outrée is torn into pieces; and for
what ? For a cap, for a toy which is not
to one’s liking. I muft tell you, there
are falfe wits in the world, to whofe fhafts
fuch a violent fituation would expofe
you; but I flatter myfelf your defpair
would reftrain them. That is beyond a
jeft. Defpair is the privation of hope.
Now all moralifts agree, that without
Hope, that daughter of heaven, man
would not, for a moment, cherifi the
defire of preferving his miferable exif-
tence, ‘Therefore, when you fay you
are in defpair, I cannot but tremble for
your life,

EMIiLy.

Which is as.much as to fay, I have
talked like a fool, is it not ¢
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MoTHER.
Apply rather to your doll.
Emvrivvy.
She makes a fign not very favourable
to me ?
MoTHER.
Which proves her to be a perfon of
good fenfe, .
Euvivv,
What is good fenfe.
MoTHER,
Methinks, a perfon of good fenfe firft
eftablifhes an exact relation between the

object and the ideas conceived of it;

and, fecondly, an exact relation between
the ideas, and the words which he ufes
to exprefs them. -
"EMirv.
And that is very pleafing, is it not ?
Mo THER.

If you employ great words to exprefs
trifling things; if you make ufe of ftrong
expreflions to point weak or common
fentiments, you deftroy this double re-
lation, and then there can no longer be
either connection or precifion in your
difcourfe ; and you will acquire the repu-
tation of being a perfon of a'falfe, fuper-
ficial, or frivolous underftanding, wha



~

Con, XV4 OF EMILY. 131

talks like a parrot, without affixing either
fenfe or fentiment to what you fay.

EwrLy,

Indeed, Mamma, what you fay de+
ferves attention.
_ MoTHER. ,

Therefore, had Mifs, who is"a perfon
of good fenfe, been in your place, fhe
would have fimply faid, “J am very
forry to fee you in this condition. Your
ward-robe is greatly out of repair, and
your drefs is fomewhat like the laft year’s
almanack ; but if ever I fhould have a
little money out of my favings, to em-
ploy on trifles, they fhall fee that we
have tafte, and that we know how to
drefs in a decent and {fuitable manner.
In the mean time, it is vexatious, that
we have not wherewith to gratify this
whim.” :

B 1o

I grant it would have been {peaking
more plainly ; but do you think it would
have been {o ftriking ?

MorTHER.
Sufficiently fo. I do not ufually hear
any thing very ftriking in your conver-
fations with your doll,
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EmrLy.

Between you and me, I withed to be in
the mode, and to talk like a fine lady,
who keeps good company; and I thought
I had done wonders. ,

MoTHER.

Between you and me, I alittle fufpeéted
that Emily was making an ape of herfelf,
and bringing together in a moment more
hard words, than we fhall have occafion
to make ufe of in a twelve-month,

EMiLvy.
You fay, Mamma, that children are
naturally like apes. Therefore you can-
not reproach me with that,

MoTHER.

Very likely. But there are two forts
of apes.

EMmivv,

Thofe I have feen are all of the fame
colour. :
MoTHER.
~ Granted, as to their colour ; but as to
their judgment, one ape may be falfe
and another true.

L o
Does 1t go fo far as that with apes ?
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And pray how does the fenfible ape be-
have ?
MoTHER.

He imitates only what is good, reafon-
able, and fit to be imitated ; whereas the
other adopts without reﬁeé‘non, right
or wrong every folly, every extrava-
gance which he fees another commit,

only becaiife he thinks it fathionable.

EMILy.
Children would do well, I fuppofe, to
imitate the fenfible ape.

MoTHER.

I have known children not deficient in
difcernment, who could readily difcover
what was either unbecoming, mifapplied,
or abfolutely wrong; and pafs a juft judg-
ment accordingly ; and yet, in a day or
two afterward, from an inconfiftency,
difficult to account for, imitate exaltly
what I had heard them fo judicioufly dif-
approve. '

EMrILy.

Do I know any fuch children ?

MoTHER.
I afk you that queftion } '

Vor. IL. M
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EMiLy :
If I thould meet with them, I will ad-:
vife them not to be fo inconfiftent.

Mo T HER.
If they be difcreet, they will thank
you for your advice.
ik w
I fancy, Mamma, that the defire of
being in the fathion is very hurtful to
children,
: MoTHER.

- I think with you, that it mifleads them
frequently.  But children of good un-
derftandings can refift this dangerous
temptation.

EMmiLy. :
That 1s becaufe they fee the danger,
1s 1t not?
MoTHER. ;
Not only the danger, but the infipidity
and meannefs of it alfo.

EmiLvy.
And you do not like meannefs, I know,

MoTH ER.
I affure you it is my averfion.

EMrIv v,

Yet you muft allow thofe expreffions
you condemn are very fafthionable,
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MoTHER. .

I grant 1 hear them oftner than I like;
but that does not render them more
agreeable to me.

EMrItvy.

I am forry for it, Mamma, for it i
what you call don fon. Only afk thofe
ladies who go into company ? -

| MoT H E R.
Bon ton can be only the attribute of a
juft and delicate mind.

EMiILy.
What do you mean by attribute ?

MoTHER.
Or, if you will, the property.

E Mminrey.
~ That is, what is proper or belongs to
1t.
MoTHER.
Or, one of the marks by which it is
known. Therefore bon ton cannot con-
{ift in mifapplied exaggeration.

EmMiLy.
Oh'! you call that exaggeration, do
you ?
, MoTHER.
Good fenfe will 1\t;Ierrnit: fo. And ex~
2 2
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aggeration produces an effe& precifely
oppofite to what was intended.
| Emivy,
How fo, Mamma ?
MoTHER.

Becaufe the intention of exaggeration
is to ftrengthen, by powerful expreffions
what is advanced, and its effeét weakens
1t.

EMiLy.

Then it is labour in vain,

MorTHER.

If it produce an effe& contrary to what
we expect, it is not anly loft labour, but
very ipjurious alfo. You fpeak to per-
fuade others that what you fay is your
opinion.  The moft effential character-
iftic of every difcoufe is truth. Now,
- exaggerated expreflions rob it of this
eflential charateriftic, and raife fufpici-
ons, either that you do not think as you
fpeak, or that you think improperly ;
becaufe there is no exact affinity between
your ideas and 'your exprefiions,

EMiLvy. :

But, Mamma, if you judge fo fevere-
ly, T affure you, that you may fpend
your whole life in condemning every

thing that is faid.
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MoTHER. i
It is not I; itis good tafte that con-
demns it.

EMmiILy.
Oh! is it only matter of tafte ?

MoTHER.
In this fenfe, a matter of tafte is a
matter of fome importance, in my mind.

i g
At leaft a little exaggeration is not
lying?

Mo T HER.

No, it 1s not bafe, M is only foolifh,
and gives a mean opinion of one’s fenti-
ment, judgment, and even of one’s dif-
poftion. The ufual commerce of life
demands, indeed, freedom without pre-
cifenefs. It would be ridiculous to ex-
peét formal and regular difcourfes, and
to look on an ill adapted expreflion in
the hurry of converfation, as a crime;
but a frequent repetition of overftrained
epithets, proves a vitiated tafte, and is
a defpicable fault. The difcourfes of
a rattler, who 1s accuftomed to exagge-

rate, pafs only for founds void of fenfe,
M 3
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generally troubleforne, and feldom ho-
noured  with the attention of fenfible
people. :

| D30 oo

So then, my dear Mamma, good-bye
to all the hard words; you have driven
them without mercy, from converfation.
One fhall make but a poor figure in the
great world without them.

Mot HER.

Methinks one always appears rich
enough, when one behaves according
as the circumflance requires. In tke
great world, that is, in common life,
and peaceful fociety, opportunities fel-
dom occur of making a proper ufe of
hard words.---You may, by chance, re-
collect one of our walks this fummer ?

Emivy.

Which of them, Mamma ?

MoTHER.
To the village of St. Gratien.
' EmiL vy,

Yes! I remember it very well-—-To
the houfe of Mr. Catinat---We returned
on foot.

MoTHER. :

That was not the only circumftance
that made 1t remarkable.
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EMirvy.

You related to me the fecret hiftory of
Mr. Catinat. 1 remember it was very
interefting.

MoTHER.
I muftfay, that neither your doll, nor

your founding phrafes, brought to my

remembrance a hero particularly cele-

brated for his philofophical fimplicity.’

But I was thinking of our adventures on
leaving St. Graticn.

EMi1L ¥y

Oh! I know! I know! It was a

fweet evening! You faid to me, Emily,
let us go from the village through this
lane. We fhall then come to a little
path, which will lead us into the road. It
is a folitary walk, but a very pleafing
one. 1 replied, come then, Mamma.
At the very end of the village, at a little
diftance, we faw a cottage. A young
woman ftood at the door. You faid to
me, Emily, fee how tall and well made
that woman is ! though the had no fhoes
to her feet; "and looked to be very
poor.

|
B

1
;
]
|

i
|
;
!
1
|
1
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sl Mo T uER. ‘
And you may add, the looked very
majeftic.
SR
So the did, Mamma. I fee her ftill;
fhe was leaning, with her arms folded,
againft the door; fhe looked very de-
jected. | :
MorTHER.
Add alfo, that her dejetion did not
leflen her majeftic air.

EMirrey.:
True, Mamma. I never thought of
offering her money.

| MMOT H ER.
Neither did 1.

EmrILvy.
You faid it was a figure like the arch-
angel Raphacl,

MorTHER.

I might fay, it was a figure in the ftyle
of Raphael, who had no further affinity
with the Arch-angel, than the name his
father gave him in baptifm; and was a
painter who lived at Rome, more than
two hundred years fince. He was, by
nature, endowed with fo great a genius

for painting, and poffeffed fuch fublime
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talents, that his piGures have been, and
{til] are, the admiration of all who are
poffeffed of fentiment and fkill fufficient
to appreciate his mafter-pieces. He may
be called the divine Raphael, without in-
eurring the cenfure of exaggeration. As
he gave to all his figures inimitable dig-
nity and grace, thofe tall, majeftic, and
flender figures, have been fince called,
Figures in Raphael’s ftyle; and the wo-
man at S¢. Gratien brought to my mind
ene of his figures, notwithftanding her
rags.
EMiLy,

And fo T made a jumble of all that,
and confounded your divine Raphael with
the Arch-angel; the Mentor of young,
T obias, you know, Mamma.

MoTHER,

You have made ufe of your privilege
of a rattle, and now take the fame li-
berty, by turning an Arch-angel of the
Old Teftament into a Minerva, that is, a. -
Pagan goddefs, of whom our.divine
Fenelon, for he alfo deferves that epithet,
has made the Mentor of Telemachus, fon
of Ulyfes; but at your age, there is no
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great harm in that---As to the beautiful
woman, fhe was not alone, I think ?
EMiLvy. :
No indeed. There were three little
. Children almoft naked, playing before
the door: you afked her: Good Woman,
are thefe your children? She replied, very
gravely, 2es, Madam, and they have no
Jather.  And you faid: 2ou bave, no
doubt, Ioft your bufband? She replied,
Thefe three months, Jult before the barveft.
She fpoke it in a  tone that gave me
pain.

MoTuszr.
I too was affe@ted; yet the did not
weep. '
, Pl ver v
But I could hardly help crying.
MorTHER.
Neither could I.

Enre v,
- Then you faid to her: The fair will se
Yo-morrow in the village. I think you will
want  fome linen to make up Jor your
children, ‘
MoTHER.

Well! what do you think of this con-

verfation ?
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EmrILvy.
I think you were very charitable, and
- did very right. ;

Mo THER.
I am not talking of myfelf ; I fpeak of
the beautiful woman W1th folded arms.

EMivy.
I affure you, fhe greatly affeted me.

MoTHER.

Then fhe expreffed herfelf in proper
terms.
S EMiILvy.

To be fure.

MoTHER.

I afk your pardon. She ought to have
faid, Madam, I have had the misfortune of
loﬁnor my hufband ; his death has plung-
ed us into the rnoft dreadful mlfery
Judge of my defpair ! No, I never can
give you' an idea of the deplorable
miferable, lamentable fituation in which
he has left his unfortunate wife and help-
lefs children.

EMivrv.
‘Would that have been better ?

MorTHE R,
I refer it to your tafte.
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EMmirLv.

But, Mamma, I think all thofe words
that end in able would be more fuitable
in company, or when one is talking to
one’s doll. Perhaps, a woman who had
no fhoes to her feet, had no occafion to
ufe them.

Mo T HER.

She would at leaft have made ufe of
them in their original fenfe, and real fig-
nification,” when defcribing her moft un-
happy fituation.

EmiLvy.

"To be fure! for dolls, rags were out of

the queftion. 5
- MorTHER.

Unlefs it were to cover the nakednefs

of her children.
EMiLy.

Poor little fouls ! What is the reafon

they did not excite my pity at the time ?

MoTHER.
Becaufe, to make ufe of your expref-
fions, giddy people reflet only when
they cannot help it.

EMrvrvy. :
Yet the mother made us take notice
of them.



Con, XV, OF EMILY. 45

Mo THER,

You are then of opinion, that fhe fpoke
more to the purpofe than we have done
for her?

236 T 3 T
Certainly, Mamma ; you think fo too.
Mo THER. 4

In fuch a cafe, {imple expreflions are
more powerful than a rhapfody of found-
ing epithets.

EMiL v,

To be fure, they muft.

Mo THER.

Nay more; had the made ufe of all
thofe words that end in gdle, to foften
me, refpecting her f{ituation, inftead of
effecting her purpofe, the would have
prevented the extreme intereft her re-
ferve infpired me with; and probably
have converted it into an‘unfavourable
difpofition toward her.

EMivLvy.

Why fo, Mamma?

Mo THER.

Becaufe it is obferved, that in pro-
portion as the grief is real, and the im-
preflion profound, the lefs prodigal it is
of {peech. . Thofe exaggerated expref-
fions which we fo frequently hear in idle

You, 11, N



146 CONVERSATIONS ConXV,

converfation, are commonly as devoid of
feeling as they are of ideas. In the ufual
commerce of life, when people talk for
talking fake; in fine, in thofe circles which
meet only to pafs their time, -fuch

language 1s never heard from a perfon
afflicted.

EMity,

Probably, the thing fpeaks plainly
enough for itfelf---

: MortHER.

And ftands in no need of help from
hard words.

| o g

You muft allow that we met with a very
different adventure after we left the
beauty in Raphael’s ftyle.

MoTHER.
Do you recolleét it then ?
EMrLy.

Certainly, Mamma. It was Mrs.
Beltors whom we met in the highway, all
in a fright.

MoTHER.
~ Do you remember what the faid ?

EmMivv. ‘
- Not very well, Mamma. Nay, I
have quite forgotten it I was, I fuppofe,
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inattentive to it. Did fhe fay any thing
very remarkable ?
MoTHER.

In the firft place, fhe affured me, fhe
had jult run the rifk of her life; that fhe
had jumped out of her coach in her
fright; that her coachman had nearly
overturned her into a ditch, though the
coach appeared to me to be at a confider-
able diftance from 1it. Then fhe was
very angry with me ; How, Madam, do
I fee you on foot fuch weather as this?
The heat is intenfe enough to kill one ;
and for you, who have no more ftrength
than a fly, how can you expofe yourfelf
and your child to it? 1 admire your
courage, but I fhall not imitate it. This
warm weather deftroys me ; and though
I fuffer from it now, it is againft my
will; but terror makes one run all
hazards.

Eem e miYs
Was it then fo warm as all that?
Mo THER.

It had been a warm day, but the
¢vening was very pleafant; and I could
not rank myfelf among the race of
heroines, becaufe I had walked for half
an hour with my Emily ; I did not find

N 2
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myfelf overpowered by the heat fo far as
to be incapable of refle&ting on the con-
traft of the two converfations in which I
had been engaged.

: EMrIvy.

I will engage, you gave the prefer-
ence to that of the handfome woman ?

MoTHER.

The few words fhe uttered made a

melancholly impreffion on me,
Emivry.

Indeed, you talked of nothing elfe the

whole evening.
MoTHER.

While the lady, who had threatened
me with beholding her perithing, and fink-
ing under the fimple temperature of the
feafon, did not infpire me with the
{malleft ‘uneafinefs on her account, notr
the leaft difpofition to tremble for her
life.

EMivLyv.

Perhaps fhe was no more apprehenfive

than you were ?
MorTHER.

I was fo well fatisfied the was not, that
I was perfectly eafy; but I could not
help refleéting, as we drew near our
village, how foon we are fupplied
with proper terms, when we fpeak our
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thoughts and fentiments; and what an
ufelefs expence of words, when one.
would talk without having any thing to
fay. |
EmrIvvy.
You faid that afide, I fuppofe; but
you fhould have faid it to your little girl.

MoTHER.
You are right.

EMivry.

So then you will not admit of ufelefs
words. Now I will keep you to it, and
I will thew you an ufelefs word in the
fpeech of the handfome woman you are
{o fond of.

MoTHER.

Pray do. I do not recollect it; and I

fancy you will be puzzled to do it.

EMmiLy.

Not at all, Mamma. What had the
harveft to do with her misfortune? Whe-
ther her hufband died before or after
harveft, fhe is juft as much to be pitied.
Therefore 1t -was ufelefs to mention that
circumftance.

Mo THER.
By which I was the more affeCted, as

N 3
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by that one ufelefs word - was exprefled
the whole extent of her mifery.

EMmicy. |

What, becaufe it had already lafted
three months?

: « MoTHER.

Not only becaufe it had lafted three
months, fhe had faid 1t, and would not
have repeated it, but becaufe her mifery
began at the moft diftrefling period
pofiible. Vi

EMmivy.

Why fo, Mamma ?

MoTHER.

I am aftonithed, that Emily, who is {o
habituated to a country life, fhould not
be ftruck by that circumftance. You
muft have obferved, for a long time,
that with that clafs of ufeful and refpec-
table men, to whom we are indebted for
our {ubfiftence, and for all the produc-
tions of the earth; that the feafon of
labour lafts from the firft to the laft day
of the year; and the reward of their toil
lafts only three or four of the fummer
months ; which is the f{cafon when the®
crops of every kind are ga‘hered in. The
father of thofe orphans was doubtlefs a
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young man, and in the vigour of his
age, fince he has left a young wife and -
three little children. Had he died after
all the crops were gathered, his unhappy
family would at leaft have had {ome fub-
fiftence for the approaching winter. But
he died without reaping the fruit of his
labours during the laft winter and {pring,
If he was poflefled of a little meadow,
who is now to mow it? If he had half
an acre of vineyard, who would now take
care of it, and make the wine? Afk
old Noé¢/, how much toil and pains it re-
quires ? Do you fuppofe that the woman,
charged with the care of her three chil-
dren, could do it herfelf ? That, I think,
impofiible. If fhe could not, how could
fhe manage to pay the mowers and work-
men the muft employ? Whoe will go
for her into the wood this autumn, and
collect a few faggots to keep her children
from dying through cold in their little
cottage? You fee, my love, that by
one word which you think ufelefs, the
prefented to my view numberlefs un-
remediable misfortunes,
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EMiLy.

Oh! my dear Mamma! what difficul-
ties have poor people to ftruggle with !
I could almoft cry. And yet I faw
nothing of it in the harveft. See what it
is to have a head without brains! Luckily
the weather was not fo very hot as to
deftroy you; Providence led you to the
door of this poor woman; and I am fure
you are fenfible how cold thefe poor chil-
dren will be this winter.

MoTHER.

Alas! my child! one muft have the
means as well as the will to aflift the un-
happy. In that alone the advantage.
of wealth confifts. '

EvmiIvv.
Mamma, I would give all T have for
the capital deftined for Mifs Bertin, to do
as I liked with.

MoTHER.

I underftand you. The ufe you would
make of it, appears to me infinitely more
mnoble and fatisfactory, than the proje&t
of expending it in ornaments. '

EmrILvy.

The projet 1s changed, Mamma, I
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believe Mifs muft do without them for
{ome time to come. W :

MoTHER. .
That the beautiful woman, who has no
fhoes to wear, may be the better for the
favings of her toilet.

EmiLy.
You have gueffed right, Mamma,

MoTHER.

And you will fay to her, I am really
greatly obliged to you; you have cured
me of a habit of making ufe of hard
words, which fpoiled my difcourfe.

B

I fhall fay to her, You, and my dear
Mamma; becaufe, were it not for her, I
fhould not have difcovered the beauty of
what you faid.

Mo THER.

I thank you for joining me with her
n the fervice fhe has done you.
Had you read with reflection, the ali-
thor of the fairy tale would have cured
you of this malady.

Emivy.
What! has he alfo a diflike to har
words ? I do not remember that, ‘
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MoTHER. Vil

Yet, I think you muft recolle&, that
he inceflantly reproaches the inhabitants
of the Happy Ifland for their tafte for
exaggeration.

EmILy.
Oh! that is true ; I now recolle& it.
i MoawEsk.

And alfo, he pretends, this tafte is in-
compatible with fenfibility, and an in-
fallible fign of the moft perfect indif-
ference. - |

EMiLy.

However, he is continually reproach~

ing them for their fenfibility.
Mo T HER.

He does not reproach them for their
fenfibility; but he reproaches them for
affecting it ; for pretending to it, amidft
the continual diffipation into which they
are plunged, and the frivolous amufe-
ments that conftitute their principal oc-
cupation.

EmiLy.

To be fure; continual amufement is of

no ufe. ‘
MoTHER.

Particularly, if we with to preferve our
fenfibility.  Diffipation is its tomb, ag
exaggeration 1s the tomb of good tafte.

\
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EMiry,

Do you make it a matter of tafte
again.

Mo THER.

If ever we fhould be in company with
the author of the fairy tale, we will afk
him his fentiments. I will venture to
fay beforehand, he will tell you, that a
people who are in the habit of exag-
gerating, muft confequently have the
tafte falfe; that the language muft- be
fpoiled and corrupted ; and that in time,
it will lofe all its energy, and become
totally vitiated.

EMiryv. |

Well, I think that is going a great way
indeed.

MorTugzr,

Do you know why the woman at Sz,
Gratien did not qualify; with the epithet
of terrible, the fituation of herfelf and
her three children ?

EMiILy,
- No, Mamma.
: MorTHER,
. It 1s you who are the caufe,
Evmrivy.

How can that be? [ affure you I am

mnnocent of it,
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Mo THER.
You have fpoiled the word, by apply-
ing it to a trifling ornament.

Emrvy.

But, Mamma, if I fpoiled 1it, it was
but very lately, and-it is three months
{ince we were at St. Gratien. 1 declare,
you treat me like the poor lamb in the
fable. You are not, however, of the
temper of the wolf; but you will have it,
that I, your little lamb, difturbed the
waters.

MoT HER.

I do not accufe you only; thofe you
think proper to imitate, that you may be
‘in the fafhion, and take the foz of the
oreat world, and good company, are
your accomplices. = But, when you mix
with them from levity or conceit, with-
out refleétion, without knowing what you
are about, you participate in their wrongs,
and you ceafe to be innocent; you have
faid, that a cap was terrible; another
fays the fame -of the weather, when it
rains; a third, of a letter that'is not well
written ; the effet of which is, that we
eannot term terrible, fuch things as really
are not objects of terror, {o that every
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one of you have fpoiled the language as
much as is in your power.
Evmivy.

I have been to blame; but I will do
fo no more. But, Mamma, are you al-
ways innocent ?

MoTHER.
I am not quite fure that I am.,
EMmiry.

Yefterday, in your converfation with
Mr. Verteuil, you were talking of I do
not know what; and you faid, you were
near dying with laughing. Yet, thank
God, you are -alive ftill ; nay, you did
not even laugh; but you looked rather
grave when you faid it,

MoTHER.

1 was much to blame; and thall not
attempt an excufe. But what I have
been guilty of is a frefh proof to what an
extreme you and your companions have
corrupted the language, fince fuch fimple
folk as myfelf cannot make ufe of it
without falling into your errors, and that
without our own confent, or without per=
ceiving it; {o that by keeping you com-
pany, we have caught this pernicious
habit. ~ We quietly hear people fay, they
fhall die with laughing, perifh with ennus,

You: 11,
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be ftifled with paffion, without the leaft
danger of dying, or choaking, or with-
out fuch terrible expreflions cauﬁno the
leaft emotion in any one. None take
offence at continually hearing fuch over-
ftrained expreflions from every mouth.
We are ufed to them, and make ufe of
‘them in our turn; becaufe the language
being corrupted, has loft every fimple
cxpreﬂion.
cEMiLy.

- And was it your lamb that taught you
to {peak improperly ?---Ah! Mamma !

MoTHnER.

I grant the mifchief 'was done before
my lamb came into the world. She has
only played the ape. She thought fhe
did right to Imitate thofe who have
fpoiled my tongue.

EMaLy.
Yes; but they do not think fo.
MoTHER.

Qur author affures us, that the lan-
guage 1s in the decline, when it comes to
that, as well as the people who fpeak it.

Emiry.

Now, Mamma, acknowledge it is ‘you
who have bxought the ffury tale on the
carpet. I had nothing to do with 1t. I
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keep my promife. I wanted to talk of
your author twenty times, but I'did not;

yet, as you have brought him on the
{tage, I will tell you, that his tale is full
of exaggeration and falfehoods, to fay
nothing of the many da.ncerous prmc1ples

1t contains.

MoTHER.

I am niot obliged to defend the author
of the tale; he is nothing to me; but
fuppofe he exaggerated for the- purpofe
of ridiculing exaggeration, what would
you fay ?

i EoMAA L
- That is another thing,. We will then
forglve him that too.

MoTHER.
What remains is more ferious. I fup-
pofe, when you make fuch folemn char-
ges, your proofs are quite prepared.

EMiLyvy.

For inftance, Mamma, all he faid
about that Coliori made me laugh, yet
you muft allow, there does not exift fuch
aman ; and that it is not common fenfe.

(_)2
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MoTHER.

I muft allow it is pretty extrayagant;
but I have already obferved to you, that
it was his intention, moft probably, to be
fo in writing it; and fo long as he does
not force you to divert yourfelf with his
nonfenfe, he may indulge himfelf in it
without any confequences. I fuppofe, he
has {ct the character of Prince Colidri in
fo ridiculous a light, to fhew us how
greatly he defpifes thofe fhallow, frivo-
lous, infignificant, troublefome beings,
who were formerly called petits maitres,
who fhew neither fenfe nor fentiment,
and yet are full of felf-admiration, at an
age when they can have no right to it.
They convert the: ‘charms of “youth,
which naturally infpires affeétion and
good-will, intedifguft, and are avoided
for their felf-fufficiency. You fee he has
fucceeded here again. 210g

EMmMiLvy.

Well then, we muft give him up his
Colibris alfo. He only means to ridicule
them., Beitfo. I know none of thofe
_gentlemen; if there be any fuch, fo
much the worfe for them. But how can
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he fay, that if the Princeffes had poffefled
all the fine qualities with which the fairies
would have endowed them, they would
have been infupportable ? It is a mani-
feft contradiétion. It is certain, the more
good qualities we poffels; the nearer we
approach perfection. - o}

MoTHER. 4
Methinks, my love, that among your
good qualities, you do not pique yourfelf
on your indulgence for the author wh

has fo highly annoyed you." 13

Ewm visy
But, Mamma, am I right or wrong?

Mo THE R.

I fufpe&, that here too he means to "
fatirize his brother authors, who  fre-
quently, injudicioufly enough fufpect qua-
lities in the characters they are pleafed
to draw.

L

" EMmiILY.

How fo?

MoTHER. ;
Becaufe there may be a great oppofi-
tion in different qualities, though equally |
effimable ; and to convince you of it, I
will.again have . recourfe to your. fkill n
Toiafe
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mythology. Timidity is becoming our
fex. When you fay, that a nymph is
timid, you immediately render her inter-
efting. But you cannot beftow that qua~
ity on Minerva, the goddefs of ‘wifdom,
the ‘daughter of Fupiter, the warrior
Pallas 5 the is poflefled of too much for-
titude to be timid. = Now, if your fairies,
who have given no proofs of difcernment
throughout their condu@, had beftowed
on Renet the timidity of a nymph, with
the courage of a Minerva, you muft ac-
knowledge they would have made a ridi-
culous affemblage of two qualities, which
could not have long agreed together,
Therefore, it is not fo falfe as you would
willingly perfuade me.
: EMiLy.

Well, now I am dumb again; but,
Mamma, in regard to his dangerous prin-
ciples, you will not be able to combat
me. Po you remember how the little
companion of Rever maintained, that it
was right to liften at doors ; and that her
mother advifed "her to do it ; therefore
her mother taught her to be guilty of a
meannefs,

Mo rHER.
You always forget that you are talking
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of a fatirical author, who only feems ta
approve vice or folly, more ftrongly
to expofe it, in the moft hateful colours.
You muft never take it in the literal
fenfe. There certainly does not exift a
mother {o vile as to teach her child to
liften at the door of another, and eftablith
fo bafe a vice into a rule; but if a mo-
ther have the misfortune to be fubjeét to
that vice, 'in vain would fhe exhort
her daughter to avoid it, who might, with
great propriety {fay, My mother likes that
I thould liften; becaufe it is better to
preach to children by example than by
ufelefs precepts. Therefore the principle
which you attack, as being dangerous, 13
one of the moft important in education,

EMiILy.

That is to fay, the difcourfe of the
mother thould not be white, while her
conduct 1s black, or elfe her poor child
would not know how to act.

Mo THER.

And the mother would be more likely
to fubject her to follow a bad example
than a good precept.
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EmiLry. .
3! fee, Mamma,  that your author s
more cunning than big.
Mogsse " |
That is not faying much’s you have
feen him, and no one can Well be thinner, '’

EMiL v. ,
He has a good advocate in you, and I
thall fay no more. And fee! my mufic
mafter appears in the horizon.! Fy 15

MoT HER. 93
You fpeak of him as of a conftellation.

EMmiryvy.

See what it is to have ftudied aftronomy
together. Do you remember laft fummel,
Mamma, when we ufed to go after fup-
per, and fit upon the bench on the grafs-
plat, - fide by fide, contemplau:mor the
{tars?

Mo T HER.

Yes, I believe we already know the

oreat bear, and the North ftar.

EMicLy.
Had it been your pleafure, I fhould
have made a greater progrefs.
MoTHER.
Yes, at the expence of your reft; but
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I had rather fee you afleep, than wander-
ing in the immenfity of fpace.

EmrLy.
Mamma, I fhall go and lock up Mifs
in her trunk, till further orders.

Mo THER.

How! fhe has only been returned a
few days, and is fhe again to fet out
for the country?

EmriLy,

Perhaps fhe is going to fpend the winter

at one of her country-houfes.

MoTHER.
: Thofe ‘are matters I have no bufinefs
with.
EMiLvy. |

Mamma, how much longer fhall I

play with my doll 2
MoTHER.
Now you talk like a baby.

EmMrivLvy.

That is true. I meant to fay, how
much longer muft I remain in Mifs’s
{fervice ?

Mo T H ER.

You know that is no bufinefs of mine.

Methinks your projects are very extenfive,
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fince you impatiently expe&t the time
when you are to fourteen years old, to
furnith Mifs’s ward-robe and toilet in the
neweft fathion. When that is done, you
certainly will with to reap the fruit of
your expence. Therefore, I think I am
not miftaken, when I flatter myfelf, I thall
fee you, at eighteen or twenty, employed
in drefling your doll. What a long and
pleafing profpeét of delightful amufe-'
ment !
- EMivy,

Mamma, 1 get nothing from you to-
day but raillery. I will fay; you are more
fatirical than you are thin; but I forgive
your injuftice, and fhall go and fee whe-
sher my fingers be unfrozen,
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SIXTEENTH CONVERSATION.
7T

EMmiLy,

( Enters with her mother, and lays a parcel
upon the table.)

INOW we are fafely returned, Mamma,
with all our bargains, you muft allow,
that the hurry of Paris is very terrible ;
or, if that term be too {trong for you, very
troublefome. One runs the rifk every
moment of being entangled with other
carriages, lamed, overturned, crufhed to |
death by a cart, or of trampling over
thofe who walk. It always gives me
fuch a turn, Mamma---If you were not
to tell me not to mind it, I fhould be
very much afraid now and then,

MoT HER.

So thould 1, if fear were of any ufe.
But {uppofe there were real danger, fear
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would only prevent your perceiving the
mean of extricating yourfelf from it.

EmriLy.

Can-you then doubt of there being
danger ?

MoTHER.

If there be any, it is very trifling.
Notwithftanding the concourfe of people,
the multitude of carriages, and carts, and
the numberlefs ftoppages in the ftreets of
Puaris; notwithftanding the careleffnefs,
inattention, and rathnefs of thofe you fee
oo and come, either in carriages or on
foot, we feldom hear of any fatal acci-
dent. Therefore the danger cannot be
fo great as it is fuppofed.

EMmiLy.
That 1s the reafon you never think
about it ?

MoTHER.

No further than to be certain of the
prudence of my coachman, on whom I
depend in the obfervance of two invari-
able rules, that of never being in a hur-
vy, nor of incommoding, as little as pof-
fible, the foot paflengers; for whatever



€on. XV, OF EMILY. 184

care we take, they are fufficiently in-
commoded.
Emirvy. .

Then every body belonging tc you
acts by rule.

Emivvy.

I know .no better method of extricat-
ing ourfelves from the difficulties we find
in the ftreets of Paris, and the road
through life.

EMiLy,

We have, however, a plentiful ftock
of filks to embroider with at our
leifure,

| MoTuER.

It will indeed be at your leifure; for,
you may be fure, you will not work
often, nor for any length of time to-
gether.

EmiLy.

You have a fpite againft my poor

frame,

MoTHER,
- When you are fifteen years old, you
may work at it as much as you pleafe ;
and then, perhaps, you will have loft
the defire. Till that time, you will
give me leave to oppofe you, in regard

to every {edentary occupation,
Vou, II.

-
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EMrILy.

Then, Mamma, my aunt will not have

hcr work-bag for a new-year’s gift.
MoTHER.

You may give it to her at Egfter. A

prefent is always well received.
EmiL v. |

I fhall fay to her, You muft be angry
with my Mamma, if I be not too haﬁy
with my prefents.

, MoTHER.

I will readily take all fuch fins upon

myfelf
EMiLy.
But, Mamma, you do not fay a word
to me about what happened at the fhop
MoTHER.
Did you take notice of it then?
Enmi's%

You muft needs fay the lady was very -
impertinent. She entered like a fool,
paid no attention to any body, took the
chair that you had been fitting in, and
‘placed herfelf between you and the fhop-
woman, with her back toward yeu, If
you were not prudence itfelf, you might
have hurt yourfelf very much by ﬁttmo
down, imagining your chair to be {hll
behind you.



Cor, XVI, . OF. EMILY. 44 ]

MoTHER.
- I rather think the lady more thoughts
lefs than impertinent.

EMmitvy.

Why do you think fo?

Mo T HER.

By her confufion, and repeated ex~
cufes, when the gentlewoman of the thop
told her, in a delicate manner, and low
voice, what fhe had been guilt; of.

Edrrrig.

Yes, yes! Of what ufe are excufes
when the fault is done ? Befide, to be re-
proved by a fhop-woman does honour to
her education. T do verily believe, Mam-
ma, fhe took you for my Governefs, and
thought I was nobody.

MorT u £ R.

In the latter point, fhe was not much
miftaken. However, if I were difpofed
to tax her behaviour with impertinence,
1t would be for a want of good manners
toward a little infignificant girl, and the
perfon whom fhe took for her Governefs.

EMiLy,

But, Mamma, it is ftill more inex-
cifable to fail in good manners toward
ouJr cquals, '

i
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MoTHER.

You are miftaken. Equality eftablithes
and authorifes a retaliation of affronts.
Two perfons are then on equal terms.
He who infults his equal, expofes himfelf
to the difagreeable confequence of being
reprimanded; and it commonly makes
more noife than the offence given, fo
that the laugh is againft him. There=
fore, as iz is not cuftomary among per-
fons of the fame rank in life to be want- -
ing in good manners, propriety and re-
ciprocal politenefs are maintained with-
out any interference of the laws.

EMmiLyvy.
- And I being one of the laughers, re«
main on your fide.
MoTHER.

Which is a proof of the goodnefs of
my caufe. However, in what has juft
happened to me, there 1s not the leaft
offence, fince the lady no fooner per-
ceived her error, than fhe humbled her-
felf to make apologies, and took her
leave, greatly diffatisfied with herfelf,
Her confufion induces me to conclude,
that fhe is not ufed to be impertinent ;
and that fhe may be at this moment
thinking of the trifling fault the has com-
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mitted, while, if you had not put me in
mind of it, I never fhould have thought
of it. But, I muft acknowledge, that I

cannot bear to fee people inattentive to -

children and ftrangers; and I think it a
poor excufe to fay, I afk your pardon,
I did not know you; which is faying, in
other words, I referve the right of being
impolite to all thofe I do not know, or
whom I think my inferiors. This prin-
ciple, and the behaviour that is the con-
fequence of it, conceals, I know not
what, of meannefs, and appears to me
highly reprehenfible in a civilized nation.

B Ly
Ah!l I know you would have every
body attentive to ftrangers; but, as to
children! you fay yourfelf they are of
no confequence.

"MoTHER,.

It was you who talked of children be-
ing of no confequence. I am of opinion,
that children are of very great confe-
quence, and that I am always ready to
pay them, on every occafion, the greateft
attention.

By v ok
Perhaps that may be becaufe their

it
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whole deftiny is wrapped up in their
fwaddling-cloaths, as the curate fays.

MoTHER.

~ That confideration alone is fufficient
to infpire a degree of referve in their
prefence; for, to run the rifk of behaving
rudely to a hero, however infignificant
he may appear, would be very difagree-
able. No one would like to reflet on
fuch a blunder; as having taken the
Emprefls of Ruffia for a common child.
However, I am not obliged to refpect
them for form fake. 1If they fhould
rove unworthy, I thould only have my
?abour} for my pains. It 1s then prudent
and decent to wait till circumfitances to-
gether operate, and to regulate the at-
tention due to real, and acknowledged
merit of each. Butif it be true, that
the convition of the dignity of human
‘nature is a fruitful {ource of great and
noble a&ions in man; if it be true, that
without elevated fentiments, virtue 1§
robbed of its beft ornament, I know
nothing more proper to infpire and
ftrengthen this convifiion in children,
even from their cradle, than to pay them
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attention. It is warning them, in the
moft precife, as well as mof’c noble man-
ner, of the facred engagement every man
contracts on his entrance into life, never
to deviate from this charaéteriftic of dig-
nity. Indeed, it is not the refpectful at-
tention we owe to virtuous perfons, great
men, and patriots; but the attention of
affection, and -that benevolence, which
contemplates with delight in the rifing
generation, the glory and profperity of
the next.
EMiLvy.

As a child, Mamma, I am obliged to
thank you for your principles; it 1s not
the place of us children to contradiét
them.

Mo THER.

Thefe expreflions of attention and
affection may become a kind of barome-
ter, as the hopes they give are realifed,

or fruftrated.

EmiIiLy.

That 1s to fay, you would leffen, or
increafe thefe teftimonies of regard, ac-
cording as the children promifed and
performed or promifed without per-
forming. ;
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/3
Mo THER.

It is the law of equity.

EMivry, P
I believe it to be very juft; but;
Mamma, I do not think it is very fathion-
able. Nobody takes any notice of chil=
dren except yourfelf. '

MoTHER.
Methinks that is a very rafh affertion,
EMmivy. X

Oh! children are very good judges of
that. Yes, Mamma, when the parents
are prefent, they are carefled a little;
but when they are alone, or out of their
company, they are not taken the leaft
notice of. You have juft feen how it is.
The lady, to make atonement for her
fault, faid to you; Madam, you have a
charming child; but I was not to be
duped by her compliment : if I were {o
very charming, fhe would have found it
out before fhe took your chair away.

MorTHER.

I grant, fuch is the politenefs that
cuftom has authorifed, but on which I
fet no wvalue, nay, could with it were
banifhed from fociety ; however, it does
not exclude true politenefs,
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- EMrrx.

Undeceive yourfelf, dear Mammaj
and be affured, that no one is pofieffed
of that affection for children you with to
infpire.

MoTHER.

If that were the cafe, I fhould be very
forry ; and I fhould almoft be perfuaded
of a melancholy truth I often hear re-
peated by elderly people, and which I
never yet believed.

EMiLy,
What may that truth be ?

Mo THER.

They fay, that after having paﬁ'ed for
the model of politenefs to all Europe,
our nation daily lofes its reputation, and
will, perhaps become one of the leaft
polite.  This refleftion mortifies and
humbles me extremely

EMILY.

But, Mamma, do not be diftheartened;

there are ftill many amiable people. In

the firlt place, all your friends and their
acquaintance ; they make up a great
number.,
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MorT nER.
I fhould be glad to be convinced that
I am wrong.
EMiLy. . _
Befide, politenefs is not fo neceffary
as many other virtues,

MoTHER.

That is to fay, a favage people may
be good and honeft, though they be not
polite; but, when I fee a civilized nation
decline in point of politenefs, 1 feel the
fame pain, as when I fee an old man res
turned to childithnef.

EmMiLy.

- Why fo, Mamma?

. MorTHER, !

What reafon can you affign for im.’
politenefs in a cultivated mind ?

EMmivLy.
. I cannot give you any.
OTHER.

For my part, I cannot but think it
“proceeds from a want of benevolence for
our fellow creatures, of indifference to
merit, infenfibility to virtue, and other
caules equally important.

EmMryvy.
That is more ferious than I thought it,
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MoTHER.

Indeed your fairy tale has infpired
me with a diftafte for continual diffipa-
tion, and for thofe who only think of
amufement from morning to night.

EMivy.
Ah! here comes the fairy tale again;
I thought we were no more to talk about
1t. :
MoTHER.
I am forry I read it. All the evil I
now behold I am tempted to attribute to
diffipation, and a tafte for trifles,

EMiLv, ;

Well, Mamma, that you may think

no more of it, give me the book which

Mr.Verteuil brought you. You promifed

it me, but you are in no hurry to fulfil

your promife. ; |

MorTHER. i

Come, then---But fuppofe the reading
it fhould again make me melancholy ?

Emrvy. |
Why fhould it, Mamma? You would
not wifh to be melancholy,

MOTHER.
It is nothing very defirable,
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P LT o

As you fay the book is very ferious,
perhaps it may make you cheerful, as
- the fairy tale was gay, and that gave
rife to melancholy refleétions,

Mo THER.

Let us try. You may read the in-
trodution before dinner; and, if
thould be pleafed with it, 1 will truft you
with the book.

EMrILyvy.

Now liften with attention,

Mo THER.

I do; but I believe, that the author
more efpecially addrefles himfelf to
young perfons.

EmiLvy.

So much the better---

MoTHER.

I mean young people, who are come
to years of dlfcretlon for I thought,
when I looked over his book I faw many
things above your comprehenﬁon.

; EmMiILvy.
« We fhall fee that, Mamma. Are you
Jike i acquainted with this author ?

MoTHE",
No, my dear,
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EMrILy.
Then you do not know whether he be
~thin or fat ? :
MoTHER.
We will endeavour to guefs when we
fhall have read his introduction.
EmiLy.
-Does he intend to print his book?
MoTHER.®
I do not know; but I may keep the
manufcript as lone as I pleafe.
Emity.
Come, let us read.

(She reads.)
EME DR 4 Ee S0

ON THE

First PrincrprLes or MORALITY.

¢« How pleafant it is to exift, to think,
« and to feel ! ‘I will be fenfible to vir-
¢ tue, that I may love it, I will refleét,
¢ that I may difcover the truth. T will
“ exift, only to worthily fulfil the end of
s sy lot.”

- Mamma, he is no greater a friend to .

diffipation than you are, it feems. He
muft be a favority of yours,

Yor. IL Q-



482 CONVERSATIONS  Con XVL

MoTHER.
We fthall fee that. |
EMiLy (reads.). |

“ I will do good, becaufe it is pleaf-
¢ ingfo todo. I will flee from evil, be-
¢ caufe it fills the heart with horror and
¢ bitternefs.

“ In the morning, I will open my
“ heart to the joy of being able to do
“ good. ' I will yield myfelf up to reft,
 with the fatisfaction of having lived in
¢ innocence. I will endeavour to do
“ the following day the good which I
“ omuitted to do the preceeding.”

I dare fay, Mamma, fuch a life would
fuit you?

MoTHuER.
I hope it would fuit you too.
EMiLy (continues.)

“ I will enjoy all the bleffings of life,
“ without pride or injuftice. I will be
¢ contented without thofe things which I
¢ have not, without humour or repining.”’

That is right, for what ufe is it to
complain? |

(She continues.)

€ O Truth, be thou the light of my
“ underftanding! O Virtue, be thou
“ the guide of my life! O Benevo-
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« lence, Love, Gratitude, and Friend-
« fhip, be ye my only enjoyments !”
A propos, Mamma; do you know, {
am very glad Iam in the world 2
MoTHER.
So, fo! and for what reafon ?
EMiLy:

For many reafons. Firft of all, one is
glad to be alive; and then every thing
which one fees is fo beautiful ;. and then
one is fo happy, though one does not
know why. |

MoTHER.

Your reafons are not very clear, though
T do not in the leaft doubt their excel-
lence. Is it a difcovery you have juft
now made ? |

- Emivy.

Oh ! no, Mamma! I have known it a
Jong time. ' But I think more of it after
dinner, than'in the morning. I then feel
a fecret and general joy and fatisfaction.’

_ MoTHER.

I formerly ufed to feel it; but fince I

have loft my health---

EMmivy. .
- Oh! do not let us talk of that, my
dear, dear Mamma; you are very well

now,
D2
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MorTHuER.

Befide, that general fatisfaion which
you feel, without any caufe, is contagious
to me.

EMiLy,

What, do you catch it ?

MorTHhzr, ,
I always do. But fuppofe we go on
with our reading ?

EMrvLy (continues.)

“ I will love all mankind as my fellow
“ creatures. I will adorn my exiftence
“ with that of others. I will extend my
“ benevolence to every thing that fur-
“ rounds me, to the end that my heart
“ may be continually dilated with the
““ happinefs of being ufeful and beloved,

“ If it be true, that men are more
“ wicked than they were, I will make
“ indulgence and mildnefs my ordinary
“ companions, that I may not be un.
“ happy from the vices and defe@s of
 others.”

Yes, for that does not infpire that in-
ward fatisfaction,

- (She continues.)
“ Iwill be happy in the happinefs of
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others, becaufe happinefs produces
and diffufes joy, as a falutary fpring
diffufes fruitfulnefs. I will pity the
unhappy, becaufe we may relieve their
{ufferings, by fharing them. I will
forget the wicked man and his actions,
becaufe I ought to hate them.”
That is very clever, for example.

(She continues.)
“ I will live only to open my heart
to what 1s good, and conformable to
order. I will thut it to the poifon of
hatred and envy, that it may be pre-
ferved from corruption. I will repel
injuftice without complaining or. re-
venging; becaufe he who commits it
is fufficiently punifhed in being wick-
e
That 1s true again.
« I will be juft, moderate, and com-
paffionate in plofperlty, that I may
be worthy of it.”
And fo will I.
¢ Patient and refolute in adverfity,
that I may overcome it.”
And fowill I, if I can.
« I will not murmur at the events of
life, becaufe I neither know the caufe,
nor the end of them. I will contem-

Qg
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“ plate the immenfity of the univerfe,
“ and its abyfs, to cure in me the pride
“ of believing myfelf of confequence,
“ I will obferve the cares of the author
of nature, for the meaneft and {malleft
of created beings, that I may not
“ think myfelf forfaken.”
‘That 1s fine, Mamma.
“ I will pafs my leifure in confidering
the order and magnificence of his
works, that I may have fubje@ts of
continual admiration -and rejoicings.
All living and inanimate beings obey
his laws, and find their happinefs and
prefervation in their obedience. I
will fubmit to his will, that I may be
happy.”
Come then, let us obey. But, Mamma,
1s it very certain, that happinefs is the
confequence of obedience.

MoruEer.

It is clearly demonftrated in my opi-
nion. One of the moft evident laws of
nature, for example, is to enjoy the de-
hights of life with moderation and wif-
dom. Go beyond the temperance which it
prefcribes, and you enjoy neither real, nor
imaginary pleafures, but fhort and Aeet-
ing, and which muft foon be followed by
repentance, and the lofs of ineftimable
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pleafures, fuch as the health both of
body and foul. You fee at what a price
it would be allowable for you to defpife
the rules of temperance.

EMiLy.
I underftand you. ‘This is another fine
ftroke at diffipation. Give yourfelf up
to it and adieu to health.

MoTgER.

At leaft adieu to -the health of the
foul.

EMiLy (continues.)

¢“ 1 will admire the works, and the
virtues of man, his courage and his
¢ conftancy, his genius, and the fubli-
“ mity of his thoughts; and I will re-
¢ joice in being of his fpecies. I will
“ turn my eyes, from the afpeét of vice,
“ that its meannefs may not contra&
“ my heart, and make me bluth for my
¢ fellow creatures.”

That again 1s very well faid, for it is
very painful to behold vice.

¢ Let me never be tired of doing good.
“ May the certainty of paffing my life
“ 1n innocence never forfake me, that I
“ may cherifh the defire of life.”

(14
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Mamma, I muft try to obtain that cep-

tainty, for I have a great defire of life,
" MoTHER.

So much the better, provided that liv-
ing, and living well, be the fame thing
with you, as it is with all virtuous per-
e ey e R G

‘ EmMriLy.

Oh! that is underftood.

(She. contindes.)

“I will look on life as a fleeting
 poffeffion, and will make the moft of
“ 1t, that I may give it up without regret,
“ when I have enjoyed it for the hap-
“ pinefs of others and for my own.”

Yes, indeed we muft give it up.

“ Virtue is better than life, fince there
¢ can be no happinefs without 1t, and
¢ that life without happinefs is not worth
¢ preferving.” \

That 1s clear to me.
¢ May I rather ceafe to be, than to do
Saevilils ) '

To be fure.

“ May I never be fo unhappy as to be
¢ even the innocent caufe of misfortine
fitoothersi?”’ :

God forbid I ever thould !

“ Falthood 1thall not approach my
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“ heart; a lye fhall never pafs my lips ;
“ becaufe I fhall be a gainer by thewing
“ myfelf fuch as I am.”

And fo fhall I, at leaft I hope fo.

“ The more enlarged and numerous
“ are my duties, the more fubjeéts of
“ fatisfaction fhall I experience.”

I thall not ftand in need of diffipation,
fhall I? Oh!Mamma! dinner is going to
be ferved in the middle of my meditation.

MoTHER.
I did not forefee you would at the
fame time make your comments,
EMILy.
Did they difpleafe you?
Mo THER.

Not atall; I was much pleafed with
them; but it did not thorten the leGture.
EMmrLyvy.

Becaufe when I am with you, Mamma,
I am accuftomed to think aloud.

MoTHER.

Methinks your thoughts of the work

are not unfavorable.
Emivy.

So little, Mamma, that I feize upon

the book as my own.
MoTHuER.
I cannot oppofe fuch violence,

Y
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A EmMrey.

Yet there is nothing new in it, Mam-
ma; it is what we fay every day, and
what I have always experienced. When-
ever I do wrong, I am unhappy; when
I am fatisfied with myfelf, I feel an in-
ward delight, and am {enfible of the
caufe of it.  'When I can do good to any
one, I am fo pleafed; when I fee any
one fuffer, I am as miferable as if it were
myfelf; and that is in three words what I
have-been reading, except that it is not
fo well exprefled.

MoTHER. .

That 1s, in my'opinion, a proof that the
author well knew the elements of hap-
pinefs, fince his principles are confonant
with your experience. Were I to obje&
to them, I fhould {fay they were fome-
what vague. '

sH b EmMiry.

What is the meaning of vague ?

MoTHER.

It is exaltly oppofite to precifion; ge-
neral maxims are inconteftible. No one
doubts, for ‘inftance, that the happinefs
of man is founded on virtue. But it is
in the application of general maxims to
our particular fituation, that the {cience
of living well confifts ; and it is the bu-
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finefs of virtue to follow them faithfully,
even though our prefent, or miftaken in-
tereft, and our paffions of the moment
fhould contend with them. To write
or {peak, to read or repeat general and
inconteftable maxims, is doing nothing
toward the improvement of this moft im-

portant of all {ciences. )
"EmMiLvy. |

That is to fay, the fc1ence of lwmg
well, 1s it not?
Mo T HER. £ 08
Only he who fpeaks "better- than an-
other, who exprefles thefe maxims in a
more happy manner, with more fire,
more ftrength, mere feeling, deferves
the praife due to eloquence; and a very
noble praife itis; but not the higheft of
all,
Eanig.
Then it is not what you prefer ?

Mo THER. ’

If one of your brothers thould afk me

that queftion, I fhould fay; To which

of the warriors, do you think, would be
entrufted the defence of his country ;

him who {peaks beft on the ufe of ar ms,

ar to him who, without fpeaking, makes
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ufe of them with the greateft dexterity
and courage ?
' EMmrIvy.

My brothers would reply like brave
foldiers, To the latter.

MoTHER.

Becaufe proofs muft be made in war;
and proofs cannot confift in words. It is
the fame in regard to virtue. It is the
tutelary thield of our innocence, and of
every valuable bleffing that is beftowed
upon us. The life of one virtuous man,
is more inftruétive, more contagious, and
~ more inflammatory, if 1 may be allowed
the term, than all that the fineft writers
can fay on the fubject.

Emiry.
But, Mamma, the one does not pre-
vent the other. ;
MoTHER.
True. Speaking well does not pre-
vent doing well; but the one is much
more effential than the other.

EMrn'y.
Then all things confidered, Mamma,
you do not approve of this work ? '
"MoTHER.
How precipitate you are! We have
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only read a few pages, and you would
have me judge, and even condemn it! E
think it a very good book ; except, that
in the part we have read, I find more
fweetnels than energy.
EMrIry.
Well ! fweetnefs is very pleafing.
MorTHER.
Particularly when heightened by a
little energy and ftrength.
i eulys
EnProy is your delight; you would
have it in every thing.

MorTHER.

How unjuft you are! When we were
reading the other evening before we re-
tired to reft, that paftoral of Geffer, in
which Myrtillo vifits the neighbouring
lake by moon-light---

Exrivy,

Oh! I remember it, Mamma'! The
profound ftillnefs of the night, and the
fweet warbling of the mohtmgmles, de-
tained him a lond time on the banks of
the lake, in filent ¢ ecftafy. At length he
went back to his cottage, and found his
father afleep in an arbour of vine-trees

adjoining the cottage. You fzid, it would
Vor. IL . R
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make a good picture, and that you fancied
you faw hence the venerable old man,
with his grey locks, lying on the grafs, by
the light of the moon. Then how beau-
tiful 1s the {fpeech which the fon makes to
his fleeping father ! You faid, there wasan
inexpreflible charm and {weetnefs in that
author. Then you gave me leave to read
Amintas and Tytirus, and Menalchus and
Palemon, the pretiieft of all; and you
faid, Mr. Geffner muft have been a good
fon; and that he deferved to have fons
like himfelf, as he knew fo well how to
paint filial piety in fuch affeting colours.
And the next day I remarked to you,
that one flept the better for having read
fuch an author---

MoTHER.
Did you ever hear me fay thofe de-
lightful paftorals wanted energy ?

EmiLy (embracing ber motber.)

Oh! Mamma, I was wrong, I was
wrong !

MoTHER.

I look not therefore for energy where
it would be mifplaced: however, we
may fettle our difpute without quarrelling;
you have taken my book, you fhall read
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-2 meditation every morning, if you think
proper. I then will give you 2 book
written by a lady of great merit, with
whom I am acquainted.
EMiLy.
What is it about ?

MoTHER.

She made an extraét of Plutarch’s
Lives, for the ufe of a young perfon wha
has reaped great advantage from It.
You know what an extralt is, and you
comprehend that it is a colle&ion of the
moft remarkable afions of all the great
and virtuous perfonages of antiquity. If
you pleafe, you fhall, after every medi-
tation, read one of thefe extraéts, and

we fhall fee which of the two you will
like the beft.

EmrIry.
‘Now you talk, Mamma. We will
judge the caufe together. 1 dare fay
thefe extracts do not want energy.

Mo T HER.
Or {pirit, if you prefer the word.

Emiry.
But why are you fo fond of it ?

R 2
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MoTHER. .
Becaufe it vivifies and keeps up every
thing in nature, Death is only a privation
of every kind of animation. You have
hinted that you are fond of life ; you then
muft be as much pleafed with energy as
mylelf.
e R EER S
But, Mamma, how can you carry it
{o far; you have no more vigour than a
fly, as Mrs. Beltort {ays.

MoTHER, -

The more we are deprived of bodily
{trength, the more valuable and neceffary
does our mental vigour become, With-
out it what could we do?

EMmiLvy.
Oh! youdo not want for that. Oaly
aflk Mr. Verteuil?

MorTHER.

I do not think I have more than a
fly, to make ufe of the comparifon of
Mrs. Beltort. But come, let us go and
repair our animal ftrength, and then we
will think of increafing the ftock of our
mental powers,

N
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e i S U -

SEVENTEENTH CONVERSATION.

EMmILy.

WHAT a long time it is, my dear
Mamma, fince you and I fate fide-by-fide
together ; and what a painful feparation -
it has been! But you are now, thank
God, out of danger, your ftrength vifi-
bly returns, and to-day you look quite
charming,.
MoTHER.

Indeed, I have not been fo well thefe
fix months paft; therefore I would not
have any other nurfe this evening than
my Emily.

EmiLy. -

Say your unhappy Emily, who has been
cruelly feparated from you. When you
were at the worft, I was not {fuffered to
fee you, When you grew a little better,

R .3
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they let me come into your room ; but I
was forbidden to ftay, left, as they faid,
you fhould be too much affetted. It is
only for thefe eight or ten days that they
have fuffered me to ftay a little, and
render you any little fervices. But now,
thank God, we are alone. I hope no-
body will think fit to obje&t toit; and
that you will not let them fend me away
whenever I come to your door.

MoTHER.

You may eafily imagine how painful
this neceflary feparation has been to me
alfo; but let us think no more of the
pall, except it be to rejoice in our re-
umon.—-—How we will prattle together! |

EM1Ly.
No, no, my dear Mamma! I have
‘been ftrictly enjoined not to let you talk,
They fay it may occafion a relapfe.

Mo THER.

They know not what they fay,. my
Jove. You may aflure them, that after
‘converfing an hour or two with my child,
‘T fhall feel myfelf more alive, than after
fwallowing their potions, and all they
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can invent, to reftore my health. Befide,
I find myfelf very well; I took the air
this morning on my little terrace, while
you were at the Tuileries. 'The firft fine
days in fpring are fo pleafant, and do
one {o much good ! |

- EMiILy.
~ So they are---I thought-- now if my
Mamma could but be here!

Mo T HER.
And I faid to myfelf, Ah! if T had
but my Ewmily to lean upon, while I walk
up and down my terrace!

EmiLy (embracing ber mother.)
~ Here fhe is, my dear, my good Mam-
ma !
MoTHER.

Only inftead of walking we are talking.
And not to give any caufe to the Doctor
to find fault, I will not fpend my capital,
but live on my income.

EoMn
That is right, he recommended you
fo to do; thofe were his words, I now
hear him as if he were {fpeaking. How-
ever, 1 hope he will not reproach ‘me for
our #éte-a-1éte ? ;
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MoTsEE Ry 1

Fear nothing. Iam now ftrong enough
to defend you.

EmMivLy.

What were we talking of, my dear
Mamma ?

MorTHER.

Indeed I do not know. We have fo
many things to fay, and fo many quef-
tions to afk each other, we thall not have
done them thefe two months; and it is
very natural we fhould not know where
to begin.

B s

What was the dream you were going
to tell me five or {ix days ago, when our
{fweet friend, Mrs. Ternan, forbade you to
talk.

MortHER.

Ah! the dream! I remember it, It

made me very uneafy.

Emivy.
Well, then, we will not talk of it.

MoTHER. :
Oh! I am not fo much alarmed by it
as to lofe my fear of talking of it; on
the contrary, I fhall be happy to tell it
you, and to know what you think of it,
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| Emirvy.
In that .cafe then, my dear Mamma,
pray tell me your dream ?

MotTHER. .
~ In my dream I faw a little girl,

Eivr f'ne

Juft like me, I fuppofe ?

MorTHER.

You will fee. She might be five or
{ix years old.

EMILy.

Oh'! it was not I.

MorTHER.

I felt for this child fuch a warm and
tender affetion, that I examined her
with the moft minute attention; and I
obferved, with fingular pleafure, that
without having loft any of the charms, or
the fimplicity of infancy, fhe already pof-
fefled that fenfibility, difcretion, and
judgment, which feemed to furpafs her,
years. I thought I difcovered that it
proceeded from her frequent converfa-
tiohs with her mother. There reigned
betwixt them fuch an extreme tendernefs,
fuch a fincere and intimate friendthip,
that the fight alone of their manner of
living together, filled my eyes with tears
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of pleafure. They were never abfent
from each other day nor night.

EmiLy.

Do not talk fo earneftly, my dear
Mamma.

MoTHER.

When the mother was obliged to be-
ftow fome time on domeftic concerns, or
on other indifpenfible duties, it was
difpleafing to her; and all fhe withed was
to return to her child. When her ill ftate of
health prevented her from accompanying
her daughter in her walks, and partaking
her other exercifes, then the child was
affected. She made a fenfible progrefs
in every point of her education; and if
ever the giddinefs or inconfiftency natu-
ral to her years, happened to miflead her,
one word, one look from her mother,
was no fooner uttered, no fooner glanced,
than the child felt, and made an excule
for her little error. One thing ftruck
me, which was, that fhe always accufed
herfelf of her faults to her mother; and
the latter was commonly obliged to act
a very fatisfactory part for a mother, that
of extenuating them, of feeking excufes
for them, and of taking the child under
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_ her protettion, fo to exprefs myfelf, a-
gainft her own feverity. The only fub-
je&t of difagreement I could remark
between two perfons {o clofely united
was, that the mother was {fometimes
obliged to contradi¢t the child, refpeéting
her tafte for fedentary employments, and
even for the excefs with which fhe gave
herfelf up to reading. She never would,
for inftance, go to bed early, though
children require a great deal of fleep;
and the only proof of tendernefs the mo-
ther was obliged to deny her was, not
going to-bed when fhe did. -

EMiLy.
Indeed, Mamma, I cannot flatter my-
felf that I know the child. ‘

MorTHE R,

On a fudden, I loft fight of her
in my dream. It occafioned me inex-
preflible anguith. I was miferable in
endeavouring to find her again; I made
many efforts equally painful as ufelefs,
and I fo lamented the lofs as to render
my nurfes apprehenfive on my account,

EmiLv.
Mamma, you had the night-mare ;
they fay it happens in ficknefs. It is

\
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very painful; but you will fleep better ‘

to- mght will you not?
MoTHER.

At length I found her again, and my
joy was auchbly exprefled. At firft I
hardly knew her again, fhe was grown
remarkably tall.

EMmiLy.

Perhaps fhe was two years and a half

older ; was the as tall asiI?
MoTHER.

- I do not think there was the {malleft
difference. The mother feemed to be
much altered, and I was hurt to fee her
Ho.

EMmiLy.
- Ah'! that was the night-mare again,
Mo THER.

However, I knew them by the tender-
nefs that {ftill fubfifted betwixt them ;
but the manners of the young lady were
altered, and did not {feem the better for
the change. I remarked a certain ex-
travagance in her converfation, and even
in her condu&t. Her whole attention
{feemed to turn toward frivolous dif-
courfe, and frivolous objects. Her mo-
ther was affected, but exprefled it not;
and I faid to nﬁymlf What is become of
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that candour that ufed to reign between
them? Butmy furprife was greatly in-
creafed, when I heard the young lady
entertain her mother for nearly half an
hour with what the nurfes, the gover-
nefs, and the maid, had faid in the
morning, while at breakfaft. The latter
had been prefented by her Miftrefs with
a gown, and had called a confultation
with the governefs and the nurfes, to de-
termine whether it thould be made up
into a night-gown or a polonais. I believe
the young lady herfelf was defired to
give her opinion; fhe related the pro
and con with the greateft exatitude,
and the good mother liftened with pa-
tience the refult of the deliberation,
which was to her the moft infipid thing
in the world. As to myfelf, I was o
ftruck with this goffiping---

EMmiLy  (burfts into tears.)

But, Mamma, if you knew how ftriétly
[ was forbidden to talk to you of any
thing ferious, or that could in the leaft
affect you; they threatened me, that I
fhould not {ee you again for a week, if I
fpoke a word that could intereft you.

Non; . XL, ik
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: MoTHER. . :

What, Emily, do you pretend to att a.

part in my dream ? Or has the young

lady commiffioned you to {peak for her,
and to make her apology ¢

EmiLy. |
Indeed, Mamma, I think there is oc-
“cafion for one. ‘
MoTHER, 4
- It was not my intention to afflict you,
and you afford me great confolation on
her account. ~For I plainly faw, that her
poor mother (only fee how ealily mothers
are alarmed) fuppofed her daughter had,
by I know ‘ot what fatality, fuddenly
changed her difpofition, and adopted the
habits, and' the gofliping of a lady’s-
maid. |
» Emivvy.
That is, becaufe you did not dream of
what happened in the interim.

MorTHER.
What i1s it pray ?
EMiILy, ,
It is, that the mother you have fo
much reafon to love, fell fuddenly 1,
and was in fuch extreme danger, asto be
{fuppofed dead, and at a time, when all
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her relations 'and friends were in the
country, or travelling. ' If you had feen
the defolation and diforder the houfe was
in! Every body was diftreffed, and knew
not what to do. Her poor child was, for
feveral days, without any other notice
being taken of her, but being placed in
2 corner of her Governefs’s room, whence
the was not to move. When the danger
was over, the had not, as I faid, leave to
fee her mother; and had not, for a long
time, any other fociety than that of
nurfes and waiting-women.

MoTHER.

You infpire me, my love, with equal
affection and compaffion for the young
lady; but you alfo prove to me, how
greatly a public education, if well infti-
tuted, is to be preferred to a private one,
fince the latter expofes a child to neg-
le¢t, through the abfence of a fingle
perfon.

EmMiLy.

You fay yourfelf, Mamma, that chil-
dren are like foft wax. Are you afto-

Si2
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nifhed to find your ftick of wax {poiled
when you threw it on the ground ?

Mo THER.

You mean, when my weak and trem-
bling hand let it fall.

EmiLy.

Yes. That is what I intended to fay.

MoTHER.

I may have faid, that children are,
like wax, fufceptible of good or bad im-
preflions; and therefore it is very im-
portant that the firft impreffions fhould
not be bad: but when good ones are re-
ceived, they ought to remain; for, if
the laft comer can imprefs what he
pleafes on the foft wax, it fucceflive-
ly and indifcriminately, takes all forms
good or bad, and confequently preferves
none, nor will ever be of any value.
I believe, good wax hardens, in proportion
as 1t receives good impreflions; neither
is it in every one’s power to efface them.

EmiLvy.
Do you then think, my dear Mamma,
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they are all effaced in this poor child?

MoTHER.

So far from it, that if I thould fee her
mother again in.a dream, I will confole
her, as well as I am able, on account of
her daughter; and I hope to perfuade
her the was alarmed too foon.

o BeM LY.
How greatly I fhall be obliged to
you, my dear Mamma !

MoTHER.

I can tell what the mother will fay to
me. |
EmMiLv,

What, Mamma ?

MoTHER.

In the firft place, fhe will tell me, that
the women in her fervice are perfons of
tried honefty, and attachment; and that,
if their {ociety be not ufeful to the edu-
cation of her daughter, the does not fear
their company being hurtful to her.

EMrry.

Indeed, the is not miftaken.

MorT HER.

In the fecond place, that if fhe were
alarmed, it was not fo much on account
of the change in the manners and fubjeéts

S 3



210 CONVERSATIONS Con XVII,

of converfation in her daughter, as the
lofs of many good habits fhe obferved
in her, and which the found no longer; or
at leaft greatly weakened.

EMmiLy.
What habits, Mamma ?

MoTHER.

For inftance, the pretended, that her
daughter was early perfuaded of the im-
portance of being punttual and ready at
a moment, either for her amufements or
her occupations. ~ That was one of the
very beft impreflions that had been given
to the wax. The contrary habit, befide
the daily inconveniences attending it,
may give rife to greater inconveniences
on more important occafions.  This
young perfon then {eemed to have con-
tratted, from her own conviction, a moft
{crupulous punctuality; and her mother
reckoned it among the number of her
good qualities and ineffacible impreffions.

EmMrvy.

Well, and fo?

MoTHER.

Well! fhe thought fhe perceived, in
the latter part of her dream, that
this quality was eclipfed, and this good
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habit no longer exifted. Whence, faid
fhe to me, can this change proceed?
Why has fhe always fomething elfe to
do, when fhe ought to fet about what 1s
propofed her? Why is the a quarter of
an hour in determining? How does it
happen, that her ufual occupations al-
ways feem to come unexpectedly; and
that fhe is never ready at the proper
time. She, who ufed to be punétuality
itfelf ! You muft acknowledge, con-
tinued the, there muft be a caufe for
this kind of vague inattention, which
either makes her loiter, or a& with
precipitation; when before this period,
the was equally diftant from either ex-
treme ?
Emrvy,

Do you not think, that might be the
confequence ‘of that trouble, to which {he
was expofed, during the fatal interval in
which your dream was interrupted ?

Mo THER.

I will readily believe it; more efpeci-
ally if that hurry and its confequences
thould vanifh with their caufe.

EMiILvy.

You may be fure the little girl will

do every thing that depends on her, to
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confole a mother who is dearer to her
than life.
MorTHER.

Yet I have heard fay, that this defe& ‘
which fhe does not acknowledge, the;
unforefeen difcovery of which has fo
much affeted ' the mother, has lately
been carried to a great length,

EMiLvy.
In what, Mamma?

Mot HER.

For inftance ; fhe had made it an in-
variable rule, never to make atradefman
or a workman wait a moment. For
though a child, fhe was fenfible of the
unpardonable injuftice of difpofing,
through caprice, thoughtlefinefs, hurry,
or' want of method, of a portion of
time belonging to that clafs of men,
whofe only Triches it is. If ‘every one,
{a1d {he, has the right of makmc a work-
man walt in an anti-chamber, and lofe
his time, how is the poor man to manage
his affairs, and get his bread?:, He al-
ready lofes a great deal of it, by continu-
ally running about from one end of Paris
to the othcr, and, if we fuffer him to
wait, he is greatly to be pitied. Thofe
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who are guilty of this injuftice, continu-
ed fhe, do not expet to be either worfe
{ferved, or to pay dearer than others.
What then is the workman to do, if the
half, or three parts of his time be thus
wafted? The only refource he has, is to
regain his loft time, by hafty, and negli-
gent work ; and confequently, is obliged
to do it badly. - For the dependance of
the poor on the rich, the workman on
him by whom he is employed, filences
every complaint, or remonftrance; which
is the caufe that the injuftice and infen-
fibility of the rich render almoft ufelefs
the induftry of the common people, and
corrupt their manners. Thefe fenfible
reflections of the child gave great plea-
fure to the mother.
|0 ok A4

Do you mean, that fhe actually made
thefe reflettions, or acted as if fhe were
capable of making them ?

MoTHER.

The mother might perhaps make
them, and the daughter conducted her-
felf accordingly.

Hosna oy,

Whether fhe were capable of mak-

ing them, or owed them to her mother,
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it is impoflible the ever could forget
them. |
MoTHER.

Notwithftanding the impoflibility of it,
I have been aﬁ"ured that a poor work-
man, having waited a long half-hour, was
yeﬁerday fent away with _his work, and
ordered to come again another day; and
confequently, has two walks inftead of
one.

EwMmrrv.

Oh'! 1t is too true, Mamma! It was
my {hoe-maker, who brought me a pair
of fhoes; but indeed he did not wait
more than ten minutes.

Mo TuERr.

The lofs of time confifts only in the
lofs of minutes.
‘ vn o Biog s v,

I came out of my room, and faid, Mr.
Quintal, 1 am very forry, I am now
bufy; but why do you come after din-
ner ? it is, impoflible for me to try on
my fhoes.

MoTHER.

What did he fay to that?

EMmiLy.

~ He faid to me, Pr ay be not forry Mm,
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I will come again after to-morrow, with-
out fail, at ten o’clock in the morning.
Mo THER. -

He, no doubt, knows better how to

make fhoes than to talk.
Earzz .

No indeed, Mamma, he was very

civil. 3 rriot |
MoTHER.

That is what I blame him for. Had
I been in the place jof Mr. Quintal, 1
would have faid'to you, very compofed-
ly, Do you know, Mifs, the diftance
from La rue Saint Sanveur, to the Chauffée
d Antin 2 Try, for once, to come from
your houfe to my fhop on foot, to have
your fhoes tried on; and I fhall tell you,
I have no time to-day; you muft come
to-morrow. We fhall fee whether you
would be pleafed at having had a walk
for nothing. It is not, however, further
from the C/muﬂee d’ Antin to La rue Saint
Sauveur, than from La rue Saint Sauveur
to the Chauffée d’Antin; and I received
you due&lv into the beft room in my
houfe, that is, my fhop, without making
you wait in an anti-chamber or the paf-
fage. Probably, I fhould have added,
you intend to pay me a third above my
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price, for the time you have made me
lofe. If I did not come this morning, it
was becaufe I every where met with peo-
ple as unjuft as yourfelf. In every houfe
I was ordered to wait; and during that
tume, my wife and my five children look
up to me for the bread which you, and
fuch as you, tear from them.

| EMiLy.

" Oh! Mamma ! what a cruel lefflon! I
promife you, he never fhall wait a mo-
ment for me ; neither he nor any other
perfon.

MoTHER.

I rejoice in finding my Emily {uch as
fthe was when I loft her; and that I am
not obliged to partake of the folicitude
of the poor mother I faw in my dream.

B vy y.
Itis but juft you fhould have fome
caufe for fatisfaction after fo many dan-
gers and fufferings.

MorTHER.
What was the bufinefs, my love, that
- obliged you to make your fhoe-maker
wait, and at laft fend him away ?
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Emir vl
You know, Mamma, that Mr. Gerceuil,
when he left you, came into my room
with my aunt.

MoTHER.
Indeed, I had forgotten that ; and does
he ftill bring you oranges ?

EMiry.

Oh! we are no longer fuch babies. But
he told me, he was glad to fee me ; and
that now we could have a little chat to-
gether, fince you were pretty well, and
growing better and better every day.
He looked as ufual for the firft time;
for fince his return, he always pafied by
me without {peaking, with fuch a me-
lancholy countenance! Do you know,
faid he, this 1s the laft day of the month?
If your brothers were here, and your
Mamma well enough to bear it, we
might have  performed our exercife, and
you might perhaps have been now de-
corated with the crofs. I replied, that I
-was thinking of it, jult as he did me the
honour to enter my room; and that
was on the point of going through one
with my doll; that is, the little one we
call the niece, you know, Mamma, He

Vor. 11, 4% -
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faid, it would be very clever, and that
we could not better celebrate the reco-
very of my Mamma at the conclufion of
the month. That I fhould be the Go-
vernefs to the niece; that is, the little
doll thould anfwer my queftions, and he
would act the part of my youngeft bro-
ther, and try to gain the prize.

MoTHER.

From a doll ? and you fay you are no
longer babies! Go, your friend will be
one at eighty.

EMiiy

That is what my aunt faid,

Mo T HER,
I dare fay your aunt fhrugged her
fhoulders.
A EMiry.
A little ; but the was kind enough to
be prefent at the exercife.

Mo THER.
But who anfwered for the little doll ?

EMiIvy.

It was I who anfwered for her; and
alfo prompted Mr. Gercenil; for he made
believe to know nothing; and I affure
you, if it had not been for me, he would
not have gained the crofs,
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MoTHER.
As it is, he gained it by cheating, and
you have been guilty of a cryng injuftice
toward your doll.

EMiLvy.

It is true, matters were not conduéted
with the greateft fidelity. But I think,
there is no great harm in being unjuft to-
ward a piece of wood.

Mo THER.

I think you muft have had bufinefs
enough upon your hands, and at one
time, firft, to afk the queftions, then to
anfwer them for the little Mifs; and
laftly, to prompt a dunce, who perhaps
did not reply as he ought ?

Eowan v s
You are right, Mamma. It was juft {o.

Mo TH ER.
What was the {ubjet of the exercife?

Emrwy.

Oh! a very ferious one. The five

{enfes were the fubjet,
MoTHER.

Indeed it was a very ferious one. I
am very forry ‘1 was not prefent at this
exercife. I fhould have learned among

T 2
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other particularities, how to a& the part
of three perfons at once.
| EMiiv.

There 1s no difficulty in that, my dear
Mamma. Will you have a fpecimen of
it? But no---it will fatigue you, per-
haps.

v Moz nER,

On the contrary, I fhall repofe during
that time.

EuM 1rv.

Well, then! When I am the Gover-
nefs, I will ftand at your right hand;
then I will crofs over to your left to per-
form the part of the niece, or the doll;
and when I ftand before you, it will be
to prompt Mr. Gerceuil, who reprefents
my youngeft brother.

MotTHER.

I believe it will be better to void the
laft part. As I have no inclination he
fhould gain the crofs a fecond time with-
out deferving it; he may fo confufe the
exercife, that my weak head will not be
able to follow you. :

By,

Come, then, it will render my under-
taking more eafy. It-is a pity I have
not time to fetch the little one from her
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box. I would place her at your left
hand, and then it would be juft the {fame
as yefterday.

MoTHER.

We thould then only want the great
child to act the part of your brother.

EMmiLy.
If he thould come, you would fee he
would enter upon it directly.
Mo THER.
In the mean time, you have perfectly
\well fupplied the abfence of the doll ; by
changing fides, according to the part, you
have prevented the danger of confuling
me.
Ewmivy (begins.)
GOVERNESS.

1 am fearful, Mifs, you will not fhine to-
doy.  You do not want underfranding ; but
you have a certain indolence about you thai
is very injurions to yo.

T HiE oL,

No, Madam, it is not indolence : but
Jome things I immediately comprebend, be-
caufe they ftrike me at once ; and there are
others I cannot clearly comprebend. Pray
tell me why I cannot underftand them all 2

GOVERNESS.
Tell me why you can touch with - your
T3 '
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band ihe figure of Henry IV . on the chimney-
piece ?
, FaetBoiy.
Becaufe it is within my reach.

GOVERNESS.
And why cannot you reach the branch in
its band ?
Tue Dowt.
Becaufe I am not tall enough.

GOVERNESS.

1t is for the wery fame rveafon that you
underftand fome things, and cannot compre=
hend others.

dine. Doy,
What, becanfe I am wot tall enough 2
GovERNESS.

To be fure, Mifs. The underfanding
requires to be firengthened and enlarged, as
well as the body.  When young, it is not
arrived at its beights 5 it cannot go beyond
a certain point; do you underftand 2

Tuae Dovrui.

I did not know that, Madam.

GoVERNESS,
Becaufe you never reflelz.
Yre Dovi.

I am young, Madam, my underftanding

does ot extend beyond a certain point.
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GoVERNESS.
- Granted. But the point muft be extended
every day.
Tee' Dovi. g
I wifh for nothing more, Madam. .

GOVERNESS.

I believe you. But you would like to
gain 1t while you are afleep, or without
taking any pains.

2. D s
1 know that cannot be done, Madam,

GOVERNESS.
Why not 2
Tioe Dord,
Becaufe, when we are aflecp, we can nei-
ther fee nor hear 5 meither have we ideas.

GOVERNESS.
Whence does the mind ihen receive its
ideas, or its conceptions ?

Try Dioirgl
By the [enfes.
GoOVERNESS.
How many fenfes are there 2
Tae Dort.
There are five.
GoVERNESS.
I afk not their names, it is too Common.
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Tae D ovLL:
I can repeat them, however, on my five
Jingers.
GOVERNESS.
It would be a fine thing if you could not.

Tae DoruL.
If you provoke me, I will name them 10
you, one after the other.

GOVERNESS.
I will not hear a word of it.

Tae Dowt
Well, then, we will put it off till another
time.
GOVERNESS.
And why do you [ay we bave no ideas,
when we neither, bear nor fee ¢

Tar DorL.
Becanfe I believe it is fo.

GOVER NESS.

When I fbut my eyes, I am blind, at leaft
while I keep them fbut. Does that prevent
my having an idea of colours, of blue, of
yellow, of red, and of green ?

T e Do/ i,
You bave the idea of them, Madain,
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becanfe you have [een them before, and bave
been taught to diftinguifl them.

GOVERNESS.

If T bad been born blind, I could not
then have formed any idea of colours?

T aeibDo n1s
No, Madam.

GOVERNESS,

Nor of the form of any objelt 2

Tuz Doty

Ob! yes, Madam, I can form an idea of
any objelt from the touch ; and I know your
hand with the five fingers, becaufe 1 have
felt it all over. But, if I were biind, and
you Jfhould tell me it is white, I fbould
not know what you meant.

GOVERNESS.

Very juft.  You fee, Mifs, when you [fay
rvight, I do you juftice.

Fz  Doleiss
I am much obliged to you, Madam.
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GovVvERNESS.
But whken, if I bave the misfortune to be
blind, by any accident, bow can I have an
idea of thofe colours which I no longer can

Jee?
i .0 1L
Perbaps you judge as tbe blind de of
- colours.
’ GovERNESS.

None of your jokes, if you pleafe. They
are ill timed, when we are talking [erioufly,
and reflebling.

Ane lDerr,

Becaufe, Madam, you then form an idea
of colours from your memory. You are
told, fuch a fuff is red, and you recollel?
how that colour firuck you when you could

Jee.
GOVERNESS.

That is talking to the purpofe. There-
Sfore, the fenfes are not alome meceflary to
Jorm ideas, it requires alfo memory.

e ) o'y, 0.

To be fure, Madam.

GOVERNESS.

And memory [upplies the prefence of aé-
Jelts?

q e Dowr.

Do you mean, that it ferves inficad of
their prefence 2
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GOVERNESS.
Yes. If I had no memory, conld I form .
eny ideas?
Tie Bo'y i
1 believe not, Madam.

GOVERNESS. |
I fkould begin a [entence, and before I

could finifh ity I fhould forget the beginning.

THE DoLk,

And then good-bye to all my Governe[s’s

ideas |
GOVERNESS.

You fee that memory, or the fatulty of
vetaining impreffions received, is like a fixth
fenfe, without which the five others would
be of no great uje.

Tuae Dor1.

Yes, Madam. It is like the guardian of
the boufe, who keeps every thing under lock
and key. :

GOVERNESS,
Well  [fpoken, my darling.  Come and
give me a kifs.
Tin ey Do
And fuppofe I bad been born deaf ?
GOVERNESS.

You would not be able to form any idea

of [found, nor confequently of lamguage,
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svbich is only found modified in a thoufand
different ways.
Tz Do 1
Then I fhould not be able to [peak 2

GOVERNESS. |
Children learn to talk, by imitating the
~founds of thofe who nurfe them, and by re-
taining the fignification attached to the,

found. Now, if you bad never beard a

Jound bow could you imitate it 2

Tre Donit.
Then all who are born deaf, are dumb 2

GOVERNESS.

To be fure.

e D o,

But one does not talk with one’s ears,
bowever.

GOVERNESS.

They are dumb, becaufe they know not
they can talk, and there is me method of
telling them fo.

R ar - DoLw,

Iam (orry for them. And are al dumb

people desf alfo? :

GOVERNESS.
You might have [pared that queftion by
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a litile reflefiion.  One might be dumb
through f[oms defeli or obftruttion in the
organ of [peech, which bas no influence on
the organ of hearing. Do you underftand ?
Whether this obfirullion be durable, or of
fhort continuance ; that is, be curable or not,
it does not prevent the bearing.
THED oLl

That is very plain.

GOVERNESS.

When you bave made a further pro-
grefs, I will carry you to My. Abbé de
Lépee, to be prefent at the exercifes of thofe
born deaf and dumb.

Ta e iD.o g ,

I do not know that gentleman. What

does be do 2
GovERNGESS,

He is a citizen, who has nobly devoted
bimfelf 1o the infiruttion of thofe unfortu-
nate perfons, who are deprived of hearing
and [peech.  He has efiablifbed o [chool
for them, where be teaches them, by figns, to
underftand the difcourfe they cannot bear
to reply in writing, and even to [peak,

Tue DowL.
Ohb ! Madam, I [bould like to fee thas.
GOVERNESS.
As I bave not yet [feen it myfelf, we will
Yoor. 1L '
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Sray till your underfianding can attain the
branches.
T arSDoL L.
I do not underftand you, Madam.
GoOVERNESS.

That is, till it can reach higher than the
Jigure of Henry 1V.

Tiwe Bob .

I do not underfland you now.

GOVERNESS.

Giddy brain ! bave you already forgotten
what we [faid, refpecting what you could,
or could not reach ?

e Doy,

Ohb ! I remember, Madam.

GOVERNESS.

Pray do not forget it.

e Do EAL:

1 am glad I bave five fenfes; it 15 very
convenient. 1t prefents a great many ideas
to the mind. And then they are preferved
by the memory, the mind, then turns and
winds them all manner of ways; and there
is no end to its regulations. But, Madam,
what is the mind, pray ?

EmviLy (after a paufe.)

What muft I anfwer, Mamma ---]
wanted fadly to afk that queftion!---I
have got into a hobble here, like a giddy
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goofe.---It will be very fhameful for a
Governefs not to be able to reply to a
dittle brat.

Mo THER.

Yet it happens to me every day.
Am I afhamed of it?

EmiLy.

But I had it in my power to have

afked her any other queftion.
; MoTHER.

Is it then fo terrible a thing to fay,
I do not know? Had I been in your
place, I fhould have faid, My dear, that
1s a queftion which has puzzled greater
folk than you or me: it is not only higher
than the figure of Henry IV. but higher
than the branches; therefore we will let
it alone.

EmiLy.

Do you hear, you bret ? I will anfwer
you at a proper time and place.  That is
enough for to-day ; and you bave quite har-
raoffed me.

MoTHER.

It is no doubt to keep up the confe-
quence of the Governefs that you make
this promife? However, 1 believe you,
when you fay you are harrafled. You
muft be tired. I could not have thought

Uiz
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that the exercife of a doll could have been
fo laborious. To be at once the miftrefs
and the {cholar! Change every moment
the tone and place! T afiure you, my
love, you would have deferved the crofs
without exerting yourfelf {o much.

EmriLvy.

You fee it is only half a turn from
right to left, according as one is miftrefs,
or {cholar.

MorTHER.

Yes; but to change the voice as well
as the place! muft be very fatiguing,
efpecially for the little one whofe voice
is fo thrill.

By v

That is becaufe the is {fo young. It
was neceflfary to mark the difference in
the perfonages.

MoTHER.

The quicknefs with which you changed
your part and your voice, is a good
proof of the ftrength of my head. T af-
fure you I could not have endured it
three or four days ago. :

EMiLvy.
I hope I have not fatigued you, my
dear Mamma ?
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Mo T HER.

On the contrary, you have afforded
me great pleafure. But if the little one
anfwered yefterday as fhe has done to-
day, I cannot imagine how you could
have the heart to cheat her of the prize.

EMiLy.

Oh! fhe anfwered juft contrary yef-
terday; becaufe I withed my brother
fhould gain the crofs. You know whom
I mean.

Mo THER.

Stay. 'They are going to part us.

Your fupper is ferved.

EmiLyvy.
What, already?
Mo THER.

The beft company muft part.

EMmMiLy.
“That 1s the worft of it.

Mot HER.

We fhall foon be united again to part
no more.

EMivvy.

I hope you will fleep very well, my
dear Mamma, that the time may foon
come., I hope I fhall not be reproached

U2
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for this little thort evening’s converfa-
tion.
MoTHER.
Go, my love, to reft without any ap-
prehenfions of that fort---Good night,

good night, my dear Emily---Come, let
me have one more kifs.
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EIGHTEENTH CONVERSATION.
G

MoTHER.

e .
W ELL, my Emily,you are come back?!
How was every thing conducted ?

EMiLy.
Oh! charmingly! Mamma, delight-
fully !
MOTHER.
Pray, let me have an account of it.

EMiny %

As foon as I arrived at old Noél’s, I
met him on the fteps coming to me.
He had a new fuit of cloaths on; he
looked fo handfome ! He faid, Mifs, I
am very {enfible of your Mamma’s gpod-
nefs, in permitting you to honour my
daughter’s wedding by your prefence.
You will be at the nuptials, and your
prayers will draw upon them the divine
blefling; for the prayers of fuch children
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as you will be heard. Then I went into
the houfe, and found all the bride-folk
affembled. The bride, and bride-groom.
came toward me. Iaffure you, Mamma,
£lizabeth looked very pretty. She looked
as modeftas ufual; and, I dare fay, the
bridegroom is a worthy young man. I
drew the two filver goblets from the
pockets in my apron, and defired they
would accept them as a wedding gift,
When they faw the cyphers of Stephen
Herfelin, and Elizabeth Noél, and we had
explained the letters, Elizabeth would
kifs my hand, and begged I would have
my cypher or my arms engraved on the
other fide, that they might, as the {aid,
boaft of their goblets as long as the

lived. . As I embraced her, the Marchio-
nefs entered. Oh! Mamma! what 2
refpectable woman! What a noble air!
notwithftanding her age. FEvery body
was 1n a buftle, and knew not where to
place themfelves.  Old NoéZ alone,
with his venerable air, was not out of
countenance. What, Madam! can you
condefcend to enter this cottage, without
informing us before-hand! You imitate
our Lord and Saviour, who difdained not,
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on certain occafions, to enter the humble
roof of the poor man, to manifeft his
divine goodnefs. Old Noél, rephed
the Marc hionefs, Stephen Herfelin 15 my
god-fon, and was born in my houfe. His
father, Peter Herfelin, was my gardener
for thlrty years. His fon fucceeds him :
and his probity, induftry, and good
condué, are in no wife inferior. I have
encouraged the match with your daugh-
ter, from the good character you both
have ; and fhall I not comeé to their wed-
~ding ? She then {poke to all the com-
‘pany. She defired to know the names
and relationfhip of each. They all beg-
ged for the honour of klﬁinov her hand.
She embraced the bride; the alfo did
me that honour, and faid very kindly,
that the was very happy to be acquainted
with me; and that the hoped fhe fhould
convince you we were neighbours; as
there is but little more than a mile from
her caftle to our houfe.

Mo THER.

What did you fay to all that 2

EMiL v
Mamma, I made a very low courtefy,



238 CONVERSATIONS Con XVIIL

as you defired me, fuppofing fhe thould
be at the wedding ; but I fhould have
done the fame if you had not told me :
for, as foon as I faw her, I was ftruck
with the moft profound veneration for
her.

MoTHER.

It 1s a fentiment which all who know
her partake with you. |
EmrILvy.

After that, we fet out for the church.
The Marchionefs had already fent her
coach thither. She chofe to make one
in  the proceflion. She placed old
Noél between herfelf and me, and we
walked behind the bride and bride-
groom. On our way, fhe told me, fhe
would not leave the village without fee-
ing you; becaufe fhe had a favour to beg
of you. Old Noé! faid alfo, that the
bride-folk fhould pay their refpeéts to
you, as your health did not allow you to
honour them with your company.

MoTHER,
‘Then we may expect a large company
this afternoon ?

EMivy:
To fay nothing of the cakes, and the
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fruit, and the flowers; for a gardener’s
wedding muft abound with thofe things.

MoTHER.
Efpecially the gardener of the Mar-
chionefs. Pray go on.

Balnry,

We arrived in good order at the
church. It was, I aflure you, a pro-
ceflion worth feeing, efpecially as the fun
fhone very bright. 'The clergy were
ranged 1n the chon‘ in their canonicals,
to do honour to old Nod, who, you
know, is very much refpe&ted. The
reCtor came out of the veftry to pay his
refpedts to the Marchionefs. He then
pronounced the nuptial benediction, and
made a very fine exhortation.

MoTHER.
Which made every body cry?

EMiLy.

Not every body; old Noé/ wiped his
eyes two or three times. I could not
{ee the bride-groom; but Elizabeth, as
foon as ever fhe reached the altar, cried ;
Oh! how fhe did cry! her eyes were
like two fountains,



240 CONVERSATIONS Con XVIII,
MoTHER.

And did you cry too?

EmiIvy.

No, Idid not cry; but I was very at-
tentive.

MoTHER.

Yet, you have abridged the ceremonies
of the church more than I expe@ed. I
was in hopes you would not have omit-
ted the leaft look or gefture.

EMiLy.
Perhaps I was afraid of being tedious
---befide, the beft 1s to come.

Mot HER.
Let us hear it pray?

Evivy.

After the ceremony, we returned to
old Noél’s in the fame order, except
the Marchionefs, who faid, the had a vifit
to make in the neighbourhood, but the
would foon come back. We found a very
good breakfalt; and fome of the niceft

petiis-patés 1 ever ate.

Mo THER.
Is that the beft of all?
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Emriry.

Have a little patience, my dear Mam-
ma, 1 defire you. The reétor arrived.
Every body naturally drew near him.
He then faid, ¢ Be attentive, Stephen
““ Herfelin and Elizabeth Noél to what 1
“ am going to fay. The Marchionefs,
¢ whofe bounties and charities are the
« confolation and blefling of all the
¢ canton, has commiflioned me to put
¢ into your hands this deed, by which
“ you are entitled to five hundred livres
‘ yearly, as a wedding gift on her part.
“ Know, that the major part of thofe,
¢« who work at the vine of the Lord in
¢ this kingdom, enjoy not fo confiderable
¢ a revenue, as that you owe to the ge-
“ nerofity of your benefactrefs. Bur,
¢ as her wifdom is equal to her good—
¢« nefs, the does not choofe this income
“ thould be appropriated to your houf-
“ hold wants, and confequently render
« you lefs mdu{’cmous, you muit fupp‘x
¢« them by the fruit of your labours; it
« is the law of the Lord. The Mar-
«¢ chionefs intends that the income the has
« fettled on you, fthall be employed
“ every year, by my advice, and ou

¢ joint opinion, in the purchafe of a
Yor. I, X
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« piece of land, to your own ufe, and
 which may, in time, ferve as a live-
lihood, and retirement in your old
age, to the end that your marriage,
 being bleffed, as we hope 1t will, thefe
<« portions of land may become the he-
ritage of your numerous children, and
make the ftate you are entered into
¢ dear to you; to which the Almighty
“ has annexed a particular benediction,
by the content it affords, by purity
and innocence of manners, the fecurity
¢ of a good confcience, and health of

¢ body and foul.”

MoTHER.

You were right, my love. This is
indeed the beft of all; and it delights
me that you have remembered it fo
well.

(44

€

€<

€<

(49
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FEMrivry.

You know, Mamma, I readily re-
member all that our good paftor fays. I
thought as you do, his difcourfe very
fine. He concluded by laying his hand
on their heads, and faying, “ May God
Almighty beftow it upon you---that is,
health of body and foul. Be grateful to
God and your benefactrefs.”
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MoTHER.
I fuppofe they did not fail to exprefs
their gratitude to the Marchionefs.

EmiILyY.

Every body loaded the Marchionefs
with praifes, and bleflings; and I am
apt to think, fhe withdrew only to avoid
hearing them, and to give time to the
reGor to perform his commiffion.

MorTHER.

Was fhe abfent a long time?

Emiiyvy.

About an hour. I was gone before
fhe returned ; but I met her in the {treet
in her way thither. She ftopped her
coach, and faid, What! have you already
left the bride-folk ? that is wrong. But
I hope to fee you again foon; and for a
longer time, So, Mamma, you muft ex-
pect to fee her here prefently, with all
the bride-folk.

MoTHER.

No, we fhall fee her no more to-day ;
for the has juft left me: all the time you
fpent at old Neél’s, after you came
from church, fhe paffed with me.

EmiLy.

Then why did fhe fay fhe hoped to fee
K2
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me again? And pray, Mamma, what
was the favour fhe had to afk of you?

MorTHER.

It 1s a favour the means to beftow
upon you.

EMivy.

Upon me!

MorTHER.

The bride-folk are to dine with her
next Sunday; and the withes we may be
of the party, and bring our good paftor
with us,

EMrILy.

Oh! Mamma ! pray letus. We fhall
have a pleafant ride with our paftor, to fay
nothing of the day’s pleafure.

MoTHER.

Which will be a charming one for
you, will it not? And if my health will
not fuffer me to go, fhe withes me to
fend you, with the rector and your Ga-
vernefs.

EmrIvrvy.

And you have granted the favour,
Mamma ?

MoTHER.

How can one refufe any thing to fuch
a woman ?
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EMILy.

I think, Mamma, I ought to take upon

me half the obligation.
MoTHER.

Do you expect to be greatly amufed

that day ¢
EmiLy.

Indeed I do, I promife you, upon my
word.

Mo THER.

Yet, methinks, you fet out this morn-
ing to attend the ceremonies with a more
hvely air than you brought back,

Emivny.

That may be, Mamma. It is becaufe
I thought a wedding-day much more gay
than it 1s.

Mo THER.
On what did you tound your opinion ?
EmiLv.

Becaufe, Mamma, it is the day on
which the wifhes of all the family are
fulfilled. It is therefore natural to be

gay.
MoTHER. ;

Right. But, though the withes of a
whole family be then accomplifhed, it is
the moft decifive period in our lives;
nor can we anfwer for the confequences,

X 3
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The curtain that conceals from us the
future, is then half opened. Amidft the
joy that furrounds us, we dart an anxious
look forward ; for how can one behold,
without pain, without a fecret terror, that
uncertain, though moft interefting of all
profpets? You alfo that day contraét
an eternal engagement. Does it not ap-
pear to you an awful thing, for fuch
feeble, variable, inconftant, thort-fighted,
fhort-lived beings, as we are ? An eter-
nal engagement which it is impofiible to
break through, whatever may be the
confequences. If an unfortunate one,
there 1s an end to the happinefs of life;
if a fortunate one, it is no fooner formed,
than in fpite of yourfelf, you cannot help
thinking of its diffolution, fince every
thing that 15, muft have an end. That
inexorable law, to which all muft {ubmit,
will lead you from that moment, progref-
{ively, toward the clofe of this tender
union, upon which was founded the hap-
pinefs of your life, and will plunge in
tears and forrow, the miferable furvivor.

EmMiLy.
Oh! Mamma! how melancholy all
you fay 15! It was well I fet out for
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old Noél’s, without thinking of all
this.
Mo THER.
But it was not you who were going to
be married.
EMiLy.
Do you fuppofe then, that Elizabeth
made all thefe reflections?

Mo THER.

Yes, either diftinétly or in a con-
fufed manner, according as the habit
of refleting on what paffes in the mind,
or affe&ts the heart, is more or lefs per-
fect with her. 1 think, that in the im-
portant affairs of life, juft thoughts, and
proper fentiments, prefent themfelves
nearly in the fame manner to every one,
without diftinéion of rank; and that re-
finement adds but little to them.

EMmiLy.

T am not now furprifed, that Elizabeth,
who was the merrieft girl in the wil-
lage, did nothing but cry during the
ceremony.

MoOTHER.

You will grant, that a wedding-day 1s
a day of great and profound reflection.
Know, gaiety is not the child of reflection,
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Befide, they fay the greateft laughers are
the moft apt to cry.

EMiLvy.
That is, however, two extremes.

MoTHER.
But which proceed from the fame-
caufe, which is fenfibility, or the being
eaﬁly moved or affected.

EMmiLy.

I am glad of it, for then I hope Eliza-
beth will {oon laugh as much as the ufed
to do.

Mo THER.

I hope fo too. We fhould be the
moft miferable of beings, if the idea of
future, and its uncertainty, fhould fo far
trouble us as to prevent the performance
of our duties, or the enjoyment of the
prefent good.

EMiLvy.

That is what I was thinking juft now;
and I faid, God forbid I fhould draw
afide the curtain that conceals the tfu-
ture !

MoTHER.
Yes, wife people do fo now and then,
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. EMiLy.

But, Mamma, fince the future is un-
certain, and we grow melancholy by the
view of it, why fhould we trouble our-
felves about it? We have no occafion
to think about it.

MoTHE R.

Oh! children need not be taught that;
and it is perhaps one of the moft valuable
privileges of childhood, for whom there
1S no to-morrow. But this privilege
ceafes on the day of marriage, or the
day when you leave your father’s houfe ;
then care and anxiety, with the idea of
to-morrow, fucceed the fecurity and de-
lightful carelefinefs of youth.

EmiLvy.
I think, Mamma, upon refle&tion, I
fhall never marry.

Mo T HER.
That is rather a fudden refolution, but
luckily not irrevocable. You will have
time to deliberate fully on it.

Enrrre
I am your Elizabeth, and 1 will not
leave my old Neé/. Do you under-
ftand me? .
MorTuER. |
Well then, you muft make a bargain
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with your Stephen Herfelin accordingly.
You will fay to him, Come and live with
me at my mother’s; and let us take cate
of her in her old age, that our paftor
may alfo promife the divine bleffing for
us and our children.

EMiLy (embracing her mother.)

Ah! my dear Mamma! that is a cor-
ner of the curtain one may peep under.
If it makes one cry, it is not worth for-
XOW.

MoTHER.

We lofe ourfelves, my love, in the
crowd of philofophical reflections, that
the tears of the bride have given rife to;
and perhaps they may flow from no other
caufe than the pain fhe feels in leaving
her father’s houfe, and going to live two
or three miles off.

EMrILv.

And that is quite enough, Mamma. I
am glad I am not there to be a witnefs
to their feparation this evening. There
will be fuch crying and fobbing, that we
fhall hear them hence. '

' Mo T HER.
It is the hiftory of human life. We
may unite all the objeéts of our at-
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tachment into one common center, and
feldom will one advantage offer without
being obliged to give up another.

Ewv iy,
That is not very well ordered, I think,
dear Mamma---What a beautiful print!
and what a fine frame! Where were

my eyes that I have not feen them all
this time ?

MoTHER.
You left them at old Noél’s, and
they had bufinefs enough there.

Emiry.
What a beautiful print, Mamma !

MoTHER.
It is not a print; it is a drawing.

EMiry. :
Has it been fent to you from Paris? or
have you bought it while I was abfent ?

MoTHER.

It is not mine. ‘The Marchionefs
brought it to me. As I thought it an
interefting one, I begged her to let me
keep it till you returned, to fhew it you.
She will fend for it prefently.
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Eit1an
Then fhe bought it?

MoTHER.

It does not belong to her neither ; it is
the Duchefs of * * * her coufin; one
of whofe friend’s had it drawn, without
her knowledge, from an adventure that
happened to her.

EvrL v.
Do you know the adventure, Mamma ?

Mo THER.
The Marchionefs has juft related it to
me.
Emivy.
Pray, my dear Mamma, let me know
it too ?
MoTHER.
I rather waited for you to tell it me.

B x
How can I tell vou what I do not
krow ?
Mo THER.
By looking on the drawing; if it be
well done, you will very eaﬁly find out
the fubje&

EMiLy.
Well then! let us fee, fince you will
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have me be a forcerefs. In the firft
place, there is a woman in bed---Is that
the Dutchefs?---Oh! no; for fhe 1s lying
on ftraw---On an old couch---And then
the room---It is but a fhed---Mamma,
the woman is in diftrefs ---Is the in
health ? is the fick ?---1 cannot tell what
to think of it---I fuppofe the is 1ill, as
the is in bed?---But has any great good,
or great evil befallen her ? for fhe lifts
her hands to Heaven. Is it gratitude, or
complaining ? I cannot tell---

Mo T HER.
Let us fee who is by the fide of her

couch.

EMiry. :
Perhaps it is her nurfe---No, fhe is
too well dreffed for that---it is a lady.

MoOTHER.
I think a woman lying on ftraw, is not
very likely 'to be able to pay a nurfe. .

EMiLy.
I do not know what I am ' talking
about,  Mamma. ;. Fhat muft be  the

Dutchefs--What can fhe be fitting upon ?
Viow, Bl oA
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MorTHER.
Upon a wooden ftool.

EmrLy.

Do you think fhe is very comfortably
feated ?

MorTH ER.

No; neither do I imagine the entered
the fhed to be comfortable. However, I
thould like it better, were fhe {ftanding
than fitting 1in the manner fhe there
does; it would have given her a more
noble look, and thrown more dignity
into the character, which ought not to be
neglected in a drawing. ‘

Bty
But why does the ftoop down fo ?-—-
Ah!l it s to inquire how the poor woman
15---1 fee that very plainly, for the atti-
tude of the hand proves the is {peaking
to her---and with much kindnefs too---
Then there is a young lady fitting on a
cheft---She is very fine---1 dare fay fhe
1s the Dutchefs’s daughter. The ftory
muft have happened when feathers were
worn---only look at her cap elfe ?
Mo T HE R.
That was but lately; methinks you
talk as of the laft century,
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HowiL 5
No, my dear Mamma, it is no longer
than that---however, her feathers do not
make her gay. She is grieved at what
the hears---I believe the is crying---Ah'!
it is the tall girl who ftands before her
that 1s crying bitterly---She is the poor
woman’s daughter, T am fure. I fee in
the Dutchefs’s daughter, an air of good-
nefs and compaffion that affets me. She
holds the poor girl by the hand; and
feems to fay, Come, and fit by me,
and I will comfort you---You will fay,
Mamma, they are both old enough to
think of to-morrow.
MorTHER.
And the morrow promifes nothing
very pleafling methinks.

EmMivy.
In revenge, fee here are two boys in
this corner, who do not feem to think
at all about it.

MoOTHER.

I am of your opinion, as to the young-
eft. He is eating, .I think, an apple ;
and playing with a cat. He may have

i)
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fuffered; but he feems to be void of
care.
Emivvy.
You will fay acam, Mamma, that it
is the pivilege of £ his age.
MorTHER.
And which his brother has already
loft.
EMmiLvy.
I believe he is fretting.
MoTHER.
He feems very forrowful, as far as one
can judge.
EmiILy.
He 1s not, however, {o tall as his fifter.
MoTHER.
The thought of to-morrow begins at
an early perlod with the children of the

unhappy.
M T LY

What i1s that juft behind the head of

the poor girl ?
‘MoTHER.

Itis a lamp at the right fide of the
woman’s bed, that fhines on the two
principal figures ; the reft of the fcene is
in the fhade.

Emiry.

I think as you do, Mamma. I do not

like the Dutchefs erouched down as the is
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there. I thould have liked that to have
been a fine figure, after the manner of
Rapbael; you underftand me.

Mo THER.
Which perhaps might not have been
a faithful reprefentation of that refpec-
table woman, but which would have per-
fectly well exprefled the character of
dienity, generofity, and benevolence,

b -
which is feen in all her actions.

EMmILvy. _
Then fhe is like the Marchionefs.

MorT HE R.

It may be faid, without any violence
to truth, that virtue is hereditary in that
family ; and when we behold this ele-
vation of fentiment perpetuated from
generation to generation, one 1s tempted
tn look on the privilege of birth, as not
entirely chimerical.

EmiLy.

But, Mamma, birth does not depend
on ourfelves?
| MoTHER.

Which is the reafon why old Neé/ is
accounted a man of the moft weight, the
moft confequence, and refpectability, in
fhort, the firt man in the village. Had it

Y 3
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been his lot to have been born the coufin,
or brother to the Dutchefs *** he would
no doubt, ‘have been the example and
model of the court.

Evrivy.

Then his lot is unjuft.

MoTHER.
Not more {o than that of perfons de-
void of merit, who are condemned to
bear an illuftrious name.

EMity.
No; for that muft be a burthen to
them.
MorTHER.
You muit alfo conceive there can be
no merit in illuftrious birth, though a
great advantage to people of worth.

By v,
Yet you have often told me, it was
very {illy to be vain of high birth.

MorTHuER. .

To be vain of -any advantage that de-
‘pends on chance, 1s foolith ; butto refle¢t
on our birth, that we may not degenerate
from our anceftors; to have the great ex-
amples they have tranfmitted to their
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pofterity, always® prefent to our view, is
the noble and virtuous habit of a great
and elevated heart.

EmriwLy.
It 1s a habit which we ought to contra&
1s it not, my dear Mamma ?

Mo T HER.

You ére fenfible in general of the force
of examples. The nearer they touch us,
the more efficacious they muft be; judge
of their force, when we can choofe them
from our own family. With what exalted
defires ought we not to be affected, when
we can fay to ourfelves, The lift of my
anceftors is graced with revered names ;
with names dear to their country ! when
we have the happinefs of counting among
them heroes, and bright examples

Bamary,
Well, T will think of it all day long,
and may be, all night too.

MoTHER.

And do not forget, what I have fome-
times heard perfons worthy an illuftrious
name, fay, "Such are ‘the duties; but
never, Such are the privileges of my
rank, or of my birth.
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EmiILv.
That is, becaufe nobody difputes it.

Mo THER.
And that 1s a reafon for withing the
placing onefelf among numbers of thofe
who are not liable to have it difputed.

EmMmiILv.
And f{uppofe one has no lift, Mamma?

\ MoTHER.

We then enjoy another valuable pri-
vilege, that of rendering an obfcure
name illuftrious by our talents, and our
virtues, and uniting it to the lift of
names dear to their country. Cuftom
affigns to the man of quality, and high
birth, a diftinguithed rank in {ociety;
but public efteem raifes above it, him
who owes all to himfelf, and nothing to
his anceftors, it more efpecially elevates
him above the crowd of empty, undifcern-
ing people, for whom an illuftrious name
is a burthen, and a fubject of reproach.

EvmIiLy.
o be fure.
MoTHER. :
You fee that it 1s better to be the firft
on a lift, than to make a blot in one,
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B v v,

That cannot be difputed. But, Mam-

ma, old Noé/ will not begin a lift ?
MoTHER.

No, he will have no other witnefles of
his virtues than you and me; and our
praifes will never reach pofterity. To
render a name illuftrious may be the
noble ambition of a great foul; but
happily, it is not neceffary to our felicity.
One would even think that happinefs
feeks to be unknown, and prefers dwel-
ling in the obfcure afylum of mediocrity.

Emriwoy.
That was the reafon the re&or told
them, that Providence had beftowed on
them content.

MorTHER.

I was juft-going to put you mlmmd
of it, to confole you in regard to the lot
of old Nosél. 1 was aftonifhed you
thould fo foon forget it. :

EMmivy.
And Content; Mamma, is the firft
coufin of Happinefs.

‘Mot HER.
Right, they are nearly related; there-
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fore we may be perfeétly eafy on ac-
count of the fituation in which old
Nocl is placed.  But our difcourfe has
carried us away from our drawing.

| 6

It is no lofs of time to chat with you,
Mamma.

MoTHER.

And what fhould we fay to the author
of this drawing, if he were to have a
Iittle chat with us ?

EMiLvy.
 Firft of all, I fhould fay to him, Sir,
if you pleafe to place that ftool in a
corner ; let the Dutchefs be ftanding up-
right, and make it a figure, after the
manner of Raphael.
MortHER.

With her back turned toward us, if
poffible; for, if the figure be greatly
characterifed, it will be {een in whatever
attitude you place it.

& ey,

I am perfuaded of that. I remember
the piture we faw together, wherein
Fefus raifes Lazarus. He ftands on the
brink of the grave, we fee only his
back ; but you faid to me, Look, Emily,
that 1s the principal figure; all his fea-
tures are hidden, yet the painter has im-
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prefled the figure with the character of
divine and fupernatural power !---That
was no ealy matter, Mamma.

MorTHER.

Real genius fucceeds generally in
every thing it undertakes, even in its
fingularities.

Emiry.

Perhaps it 1s alfo endowed with fuper-
natural power.,

Mot HER.

It is like a feal which he impreffes on
all his works, he places it where he
thinks fit. But what will the author of
the drawing fay to all this?

Emrvy. |

I do not know. Perhaps he will tell
me, the drawing was not made for me ;
and that I may {pare myfelf the trouble
of criticifing it.

MoTHER.

That would not be polite, and artifts
generally are fo. But he may probably
{ay to you, Would it not be better firft
to difcover the beauties of a drawing, a
picture, any work of art, in fhort, be-
fore you feek out its faults? It requires

much ftudy, and great learning, to dif~
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cover the beauties, while the .aoft fuper-
ficial obferver eafily fees the defetts.
After which he may perhaps add, Mifs,
if you fhould find an opportunity to
communicate this obfervation to your
mother, you will oblige me and her too.

| B neA R
The gentleman then gives his advice
to the mothers, as well as the daughters?

MoTHER.
When an opportunity offers, and he
thinks he can render them fervice.

FEanis'y.

Well! I know what I will {fay to ap-
peafe him.

MoTHER.

Let me hear what it.is ? forI-fhould
be glad ‘to make my peace with him
too.

Fins B n v

I will tell him, ~That his drawing
brings to my mind a fine picture of Mr.
Greuze, which my Mamma carried me to
{fee laft winter.

MoTHER

True; there is an affinity between this
drawing and the picture of the charitable
lady.
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EmrILy.

Is that lady the Dutchefs or the Mar-
chionefs? I do not know what name to
give her; but you will fay the name is
not material. She is ftanding up, and
has an interefting look. Her daughter
{eems unwilling to draw near the bed.
That is owing (you told me her fecret)-
to its being the firft time fhe ever faw
fo melancholy a fight. But, it is not a
woman; it 1s an old man lying on the
couch of Mr. Greufe. How venerable
he looks through all his mifery! you
told me to look at the fword that hung
againft the wall, faying, It is the only
furniture of this miferable hovel. The
old man now lingering in want, muft
have borne arms in his youth, for the
defence of his country. And while you
were faying this, I believe the nun, who.
had conducted thither, the lady and her
daughter, and who had remained at the
door, m the back ground, made a fign
to you with her head, as much as to fay,
Madam, you have gueffed rightly. Is
it not a melancholy end for a brave man ?
But the brave old man, with his vene-
rable countenance, did not mind us; he

Yoor, 1F, Lot
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quietly faid to the benevolent lady, You
perform a laudable action in coming to
the affiftance of an unfortunate man.,

MoT HER.

In that refped, it differs from the lady
in our drawing, who feems to be in
great agitation. However, I will afk
Mr. Greufe, next winter, whether he have
given you leave to make the figures in his
pictures fpeak; and whether he choofe the
nun fhould make figns with her head to
mothers, who are explaining the fubject
to their little girls?

EMivLy.

I fee, Mamma, you are determined
to engage me in difputes with every
body. Are you alfo refolved not to in-
form me of the adventure of the Dutchefs
and the poor woman ?

MoTHER.

No. Now that you have related it to.
me, 1 have only to put the names of the
actors; and it would be unjuft not to
give you that trifling fatisfaction.

EmiLy.
Then 1 hope you will tell me all that
the Marchionefs told you about it?
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MoTHER.

That is, all I know about it. But I
forewarn you, the ftory is not gay; and
as we are friends to old Noél, 1 do not
think it will be right to talk on melan-
choly fubjeds, on a day when only joy
inhabits his dwelling. Befide, it is late,
we mutt think of dining, that we may be
ready to receive the bride-folk.

EmrILvy.
Indeed, Mamma, I will not promife
you that they will not be here before we
have rifen from table.

128Y, MoTHER.

In that cafe, we will defer the ftory to
another day. Go, I will be withyou ina
moment. You have made your wedding
prefent. I muft prepare mine.
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- <

NINETEENTH CONVERSATION,

Loy

EviLy.

OH! Mamma! what a delioheful day
we have fpent! It muft be owned, the
Marchionefs knows how to do the honours
of an entertainment,
MorT HER.
Even though the guefts be villagers.
‘ Emivy.
How attentive the was to every body;
and how happy and eafy they all were ! -
OT HE R.
Each in his own way, without con-
{traint or embarrafment; without lofing
fight, even for a moment, of decorum, in
the midft of familiarity; gaiety, and con-
fufion of ranks.
EMivLy. <
How polite, attentive, and obliging
are all her people! They may well fay,
“ Like mafter, like man.”
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Mo THER.
~ T really was never prefent at a more.
aorecable or' interefting entertainment,
for thofe who were concerned in it.

EMiILyY.
© It did not at all furprife me. You
know that the Marchionefs is very fen-
fible, as every body fays.

MoTHER.

Therefore, when I fpeak of thofe who
were concerned in i, I reckon her the
firft. It was very ealy for her to pro-
vide a very brilliant and magnificent en-
tertainment; I own I expeéted it a lictle.

EMiLy.

Why fo?

MoTHER.

Becaufe the firft requifite toward ‘the
fuccefs of an entertainment is, that the
erfon, who gives it, is pleafed herfelf;
and I did not in the leaft apprehend the
Marchionefs would have been {o deeply
interefted in hers, and which enfured

the fuccefs of the day. '

Z 3
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Emivy.

For my part, I expected to fpend a very
delightful day. ' :
MoTHER.

I doubted it not on your part for a
fingle inftant. But for a woman who
has paffed her life at Court, and in the
great world, to take pleafure at a village
wedding ; to feem to delight in the buftle
of it, and to be fo much at home in a com-

pany {o new to her, was, I own, a fight
quite new to me.

Emiry.
It 1s owing to her kindnefs and bene-
volence. :
MoT HER.
That was the firft reflection that offered
itfelf to my mind. I made another alfo.

EMIiLyY.
Pray tell it me, Mamma?

MoTHER,

The fimple and pure joys of the coun-
try muft have charmis; we feek in vain
i the fplendid and brilliant entertain-
- ments of the great, fince a woman of

her rank, finds greater fatisfattion m
them.
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Emivy.
Do you then think, Mamma, that a
fafhionable meeting would not have
given her the fame pleafure?

MoTHER.

Hardly. 1 never heard them cele-
brated for any thing but trouble and
fatigue; fo much are ceremonious af-
{femblies dreaded by every one.

S ML

I never have yet, thank Heaven,dreaded
them.

Mo THER.

Oh! children are wonderfully intrepid
on that article.

FuMmiwvy.

But, Mamma, what harm can there be
in being invited to an entertainment, to
a grand wedding, or fupper, for inftance?

MorHER.
Only that of being foon tired of it.
EMivvy.

How is it poflible to be tired at an
affernbly which was meant for amufe-
ment ?

MoTHER. ,

By not carrying thither the proper dif-

pofitions. '
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Emiry.
I hope I fhall carry every where the
neceffary difpofition for amufement. ’

MoTHER.

While you are faithful to that engage-
ment, - few feafts will be thrown away
upon you. - But fuppofe fome one to be
prefent at an entertainment, without be-
ing at all interefted in what paffes, or
pleafed with thofe who are prefent ? |

EvuriLx.

In that cafe, what bufinefs has he
there? Does he only come to be fa-
tigued ?

Mo THER,
To fulfil what we owe to fociety, and
which has been invented to fupply the
lace of fentiment. There are number-
lefs frivolous confiderations that fre-
quently lay us under the neceffity of
doing what 1s unpleafing, and for which
you gain no one’s good-will.

i o EMivLvy.

That is foolith enough. However, I
promife you, Mamma, they fhall never
catch me there; and the laws of fociety
will not carry me to an entertainment,
without I can carry a fuitable temper of
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mind; I am firmly refolved to be al-
ways interefted in them ; nay, very much
interefted indeed.

MoTHER.

That will be a means of fhielding you
from all ‘perfonal reproach, though it
may not fecure the fuccefs of the enter-
tainment. ,
EmiLvy.

. What elfe will be needful ?
MoTHER.

All the company muft carry the fame
difpofition. Gaiety may be a little con-
tagious, but wearinefs is ftill more fo.
Now, if you only meet with people of
cold hearts, or thofe determined not to
be amufed, however interefted you may
be in the fuccefs of the entertainment,
you will not be able to animate them,
you will grow languid for want of com-
munication, and inftead of your dif-
pofition for mirth, you will, perhaps,
catch their wearinefs.

EmrIry. :

That would be a bad exchange---Then
this fame wearinefs is a gueft that 1s pre-
fent at all entertainments? Was it at
my couflin’s wedding ?

MoT HER.
You were there, and can beft tell,
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EmrIvy. |
It was not at the table of us little folk.
We had no other difpleafure than that of
being fent away too foon, becaufe (I do
not know, my dear Mamma, whether you
have taken notice of it) every body tries
o get rid of children as foon as they can.

MoTHER.

If it were prefent at our table, it had
not the affurance to thew itfelf openly ;
becaufe the greateft part of the guefts
were really interefted in the new married

folk.

EmiLy.
But, Mamma, one finds either one’s
friends or acquaintance at every enter-
tainment to which one is invited ?

MoTHER.

And then we join them and make a
party to ourfelves; but it 1s evidently an
a&t of hoftility toward the reft of the
company.

. vesiL s
That is true. Mr. Verteuil fays, it is
contrary to the laws of fociety. We
ought not to go into an aflfembly to fe-

parate ourfelves from it.
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MoTHER. /

Gtill lefs to attend to ourfelves, ex-
amine our drefs, behave, or talk affect-
edly on trifles that fignify nothing.

EMiILy.
Do they call that amufement ?

, MorTHER.
~ Yes, it paffes away the time.

EmiLy. | -

Mamma, I am afraid people in hig
life have but a tedious time of it. What
do you think ? o

MoTHER.

We will afk the Marchionefs, who is
obliged to live in it. Perhaps it may be
changed for the better. It is fo long
Gnce I left it, that I may do 1t wrong
without intending it.

EMiLy.
Without meaning to abufe it, I muft
prefer the entertainment of the Mar-
chionefs,

Mo THER.
We are at leaft certain, that notwith-
franding the diverfity of manners and con-
ditions, all who were there, parted fauf-
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fied with each other, and pleafed to have
{pent the day together.

EmiLy.
Except, perhaps, that we parted ra-
ther too foon.

Mo THER.

Phyficians fay, we fhould rife with an
appetite. It 1s equally falutary in regard
to amufement, as well as aliments. We
dhould always anticipate fatiety.

EMriwLvy.
That was another proof of wifdom in
the Marchionefs.

MoTHER.
And which had:probably a more re-
{peftable motive.

Emview
Pray what motive ?

MoTHER.
- That of not difturbing the hours of reft,
of not retarding the repofe of thofe, whom
the return of day muft find again at work.
To make common people, and particu-
larly country people, keep late hours, 1s
to lead them to idlenefs and diforder,
to corrupt their manners, and take from
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them the tafte and the habits neceffary
to their condition.
E yxri v

How pleafed old Noél would be to
hear you. He talks in that ftyle all day
long. ,
MoTHER.

There is always fomething to be learn-
ed from him. You muft allow his lot not
to be the worft in the world.

Ev 1.

Mamma, he brought to my mind,
twenty times that day, the paftorals of
Mr. Geffner. 1 had a great mind to fay
to him, Palemon, your children are very
worthy ; they will be favoured by the
gods, though they are not called either
Myrtillo or Chloe.

MoTHER.

Now you put me in mind of it, old
Neél muft have a great many relations in
Mr. Geffner’s country.

EMiLy.

Indeed, Mamma! What, in Switzer-
land ?

Mo T u ER,

I mean people of his rank, who re-
femble him 1n fenfe, difpofition, and pro-

YVear. kL, AL



278 CONVERSATIONS  Con XIX,

bity, which is being related by many
honourable fides, as you fee.
Emicvy.

Therefore the Marchionefs, when fhe
was golng to be ceremonious, faid to
old Noél, Notwithftanding the diftance
of ranks, and the inequality of condi-
tions, there is one line wherein all con-
ditions ought to be blended, and wherein
all ranks are confounded. Honour and
probity alone have a right to a place in
it, and all worthy people ought there to
be found, one by another, without dif-
tinétion.

Mo THER.
What anfwer did he make to that ?
EMmiLvy.

He faid, Madam, if this line place us
all upon an equality in the eyes of the
Almighty, it 1s broken, and leaves a long
fpace between the grateful father, and
the generous Benefulitefs of his ch1lchen
Then turning toward Elizabeth, and tak-
ing her by the hand, he faid, My child,
when 1 have accomphfhed the de-
cree regiftered in Heaven of all our def-
tinies, it muft be thine and thy hufband’s
bufinefs. Whenever thou fhalt have the
happinefs of f{eeing the Marchionefs, I
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would have thee fay to her, My father

died in bleffing her, whom my children

will blefs from generation to generation.
MorTHE R.

That was the moment to have called
him father Palemon.

EMmrIry.

Poor Elizabeth melted into tears, and
I felt my heart rife to my throat, and al-
moft choak me; but I made my efcape
into a corner without being perceived,
dried my eyes, and went back again as
if nothing had happened.

Mo THER.

Such a reply muft have proved to
you, that our good old Neél is always
in his proper place; and that the bene-
faQrefs of his children knew how to
“choofe hers by placing herfelf by his
fide.

EMirLy.

Hence you never remarked, Mamma,

how fhe adapts to each her difcourfe ?
MoTHER.

Except to Emily, whom fhe {poiled the

whole day, as much as was in her power.
EMivy |

True, Mamma, fhe thewed me a thou-

fand kindneflfes; but I know that it was
o R
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not on my own account, but yours---She
afked me, What I thought of the draw-
ing of the poor woman, whofe hiftory I
am ftill unacquainted with, and told me,
I thould have a fine impreffion of it in
an elegant frame, as foon as the print
comes out. Come, Mamma, this is juft
the right time to tell me the ftory; and
it will finith our day in a very agreeable
manner; 1t would not be fit I thould be
ignorant of it when the print comes.

MorTHER.
Then you are determined to conclude
a merry day with a difmal ftory?

EMiLy.
Since I muft know it, it will be as well
to pull the thorn out of one’s fide foon
gerdare ;

j MorTHER.
Wellt that is your bufinefs. I am
-contented---1 thall at leaft be at reft.

EmiILy.

Do you know, Mamma, what we will
do? If the ftory fhould make us me-
lancholy, we will think of the content
of Stepben Herfelin and Elizabetd Nodl,
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and fay, One muft not expect in this
world fo find happinefs every where.

Mo THER.

You recolle@, that the Dutchefs * * *
atts the principal part in this ftory. One
fine evening laft autumn, fhe fet out
with her daughter to“fup in the country.

EmMiILyYy.

With the Marchionefs, perhaps?

MoTHER.

I believe fo. They had not yet paf-
fed the turnpike, when, at the corner of a
narrow ftreet, a drunken hackney coach-
man drove againft her coach, and broke
it to pieces. 'There was a great tumult
in the place. The mob crowded round
the broken carriage. They fecured the
offender. The Dutchefs pardoned him;
and while fhe fent to her hotel for another
carriage, {he, with her daughter, went into
the fhop of a cart-wright, 1n confequence
of an invitation from the mafter of it

EMiILyv.
Then they were not hurt ¢

MoTHER.
Neither of them ; very luckily,
A a3
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EMrivy.
Nor any of their people ?

MoTHuER,
No.

' Emrrvy.
Thank Heaven for that!

MorTwusr.

This fame cart-wright worked for the
Dutchefs, though the knew him not; and
the unexpected honour of her vifit, as
you may fuppofe, made no {mall buftle
in his fhop. We have worked, faid
James Truchard to her Grace, for your
houfe from father to fon; he then calls
his wife and children, each by their
names, to partake the happinefs they owe
to a drunkard. Behold them all fir-
rounding the Dutchefs! fome ftaring
with open mouths, fome cafting down
their eyes, not daring to look at her.
A moment after, mafter Truchard makes
a thoufand excufes, for not having placed
in his beft cart-houfe an old waggon of
her Grace’s, who being totally unac-
quainted with the injury done her, care-
lefsly afked him the reafon of his negle&t?
“ He may be mafter of his own houfe
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¢ that can, replied the cart-wright. For
« this fortnight paft, my cart-houfe has
< been letout, I do not know how, I do not
« know to whom, and for I do not know
<« how long. There is, however, an article
« in the leafe that I look upon to be
¢ fettled; which is, that the rent will be
¢« paid in the next world without a war-
<« rant or execution. That 1s not all.
<« As if on purpofe to make me fail in
« my duty toward your Grace’s waggon;
<« here have I been for this week paft
<« following the court. I was told, our
« gracious Queen intended to make me
<« her cart-wright in ordinary. In con-
<« fequence of which information, I have
<« been dancing attendance at Ver/fazilles, to
<« obtain my commiffion; and this morn-
<« ing, I faid to myfelf, Am I to pafs the
« whole week without fitting down? And
« T again came back to Paris nearly as
« much advanced as before my journey.
¢ God knows when the fign-painter will
¢« put her Majefty’s arms, and a new in-
< {cription over my fhop.”

EMiLy.
But, Mamma, what is the meaning of
all this 7ig-ma-role of his warrants, and
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dancing attendance, and fign-painters ?
Does the Queen know her cart-wright?

MoT HER.

I {ee you {ulpet maftter James Truchard
of affeGting the great man, and affuming
airs of confequence, to infinuate to the
Dutchefs, without the leaft affectation,
to what a refpetable perfon fhe was in-
debted for the advantage of driving upon
the pavement of Paris. Asa key to the
myftery of the cart-houfe, you muit
know, that his correfpondent at Angou-
Jeme had addrefled to him, near fix months
fince, a young woman with three chil-
dren, and had recommended her in the
following terms :

« 1 hereby recommend to you Mrs.
‘ Preindle, who goes to Paris on bu-
‘“ finefs. If you can lodge her, you will
‘¢ oblige me. She is not in a fituation
 to be at any great expence, but will
‘ be fatisfied with a fmall apartment, and
“¢ ordinary diet. Finally, fhe is induf-
“ trious, and very good-natured; and
 her children are not noify.”

EMiLy,
Well, but Mamma, what has that to
do with the waggon, and the cart-houfe?
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MoTHER. .

Mafter Truchard, to do honour to the
recommendation of his correfpondent,
offers Mrs. Preindle, notwithftanding the
anxiety, diffidence, and referve, he re-
marked in her, a very fmall apartment,
and a very fpare ordinary. She at firft
accepted it with earneftnefs and grati-
tude. Whilft they were fettling her in
her little apartment, her prating landlord
informed her, He was cart-wright to the
Dutchefs of * * *,  She changed colour
at the information, and immediately told
the cart-wright, fhe could not accept his
offer ; that fhe fhould be at too great a
diftance from her bufinefs; gathered to-
gether, and packed up her luggage ; and
difappeared with her children.

Binewrsy:

Mamma, the ftory begins to be 1nter-
efting.

MoT HER.

It was not {o to matter Zruchard, who,
when fhe was gone, thought no-more of
her.

Emivy.

Probably thofe of his trade are not fo

fond of fuch ftories as I am.
‘Mo THER.
When the accident happened to the
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Dutchefs’s coach, Mrs. Preindle, and her
three children, were come back again to
Truchard’s, and had been there a fortmcrht
but fo diftrefled! in fuch a mlferable
itate of health and circumftances, that
any man, but mafter Zruchard, would
have pitied them.
EMiIiLy.

Are cart-wrights hard-hearted, or com-
paflfionate ?

MoTHER.

I know not, my dear; I hope there
are good as well as bad in that mnp10y~
ment as well as in every other.  But iucn
as are in f{ituations that continually ex-
pole them to behold fights of human
woe, and from which, hard labour alone
can preferve ‘themfelves; it is to be
feared, their hearts grow as callous as the
wood, or the iron which they are accuf-
tomed to handle; and that there is but
little room for commiferation.

Emiwy.

Mamma, I believe poor Mrs. Preindle
found no oreat advantage in being 1 Intro-
duced there ?

MorTHER.

With a ghaftly countenance, fhe en-

treated mafter Truchard to afford her an
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alylum for a few days only, promifing
not to be a trouble to him for any length
of time; and that he fhould not hear
any thing of her, for the time the re-
mained there, provided fhe could be un-
known and private. She was no further
explicit refpecting her fituation; and the
more prefling it {eemed to be, the lefs
curiofity the cart-wright exprefled to be
made acquainted with it.
B e by

Why fo, I wonder? That was a rea-
fon for endeavouring to get acquainted
with what fhe withed to conceal.

MoTHER.

Moft certainly, when one has the with
and the power to affift thofe in diftrefs;
but, perhaps, mafter T7uchard might want
both ; all he defired was, to oblige his
correfpondent.  The fa& is, he had a
great many children of his own, and his
wife was near lying-in. It was not there-
fore till after many objections on his part,
that he confented to eftablith Mrs.
Preindle and her three children for a few
days in his covered -cart-houfe, not
h:wmg at prefent any other apartment
to offer her; and to do the thing in a
handfome manner, he furnithed the cart-
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houfe with two old couches, covered
with a little ftraw, an old table, a pitcher
for water, a bafon, and an old ftool or
two.

EMiLy.

Very handfome, indeed.

MoTHER.

In relating this minute account to the
Dutchefs, mafter 7ruchard aflured her,
that except her waggon not being under
- cover, he had no reafon to repent of his
charity ; that the woman put him to no
kind of inconvenience ; that fhe fome-
times ftole along the paffage in a morn-
ing, but {foon returned to her children;
that all was quiet the remainder of the
day; and that in going his rounds of an
evening, he always looked through the
key-hole, but never faw any light. He
only wifhed to fee her quit the place,
after being fo hofpitably treated, which
he flattered himfelf would foon be, as
the rector of St. Exftache had made en-
quiry concerning the woman, which led
him to {uppofe the would foon come to
the parifh; and he purpofed going the
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next day to the retor, to complete this
goad work.

| A

- Ah! Mamma! I am fo happy. If
the reCor of St. Euflache have taken up
the affair, I look upon Mrs. Preindle as
faved. If fhe were acquainted with us,
fhe would tell us, It was a good thing to
be his parithioner; and I would make
anfwer, My good woman, the whole
parith are of the fame opinion; and my
Mamma and I often fay fo in our even-
ing chat.

M:o o 1 &R,

[ thank you for not leaving me out.
You muft needs think the Dutchefs was
impatient to fee one who grew pale' at
the mention of her name, and defired
the cart-wright immediately to open the
fhed that ferved her for a dwelling, which
fhe entered with her daughter.,

EvmILy. '

Thank Heaven for that! We thall

at lalt know what we have to depend

upon refpecting this Mrs. Preindle.  We

could never have known the tiuth of the
tory from the cart-wright.

Yiau, 41 - Bb
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MoTHER.

The profpect on entering was terrible.
It prefented on all fides the moft extreme
mifery. The children appeared to have
fuffered from hunger; the mother ex-
tended on an old couch, whence fhe had
not rifen for two days for want of {trength,
was finking under a violent fever. The
Dutchefs could not reftrain the firft emo-
tion of indignation againft her cart-
wright; and, turning to him, {feverely re-
proached him for his inhumanity, in
fuffering to perith, in his houfe, a whole
family for want. Mafter Truchard threw
the blame on his attention to bufinefs,
his journey to court, the delay of his ap-

ointment, but principally on the woman
herfelf, who, far from making him ac-
quainted with her diftrefs, had never
once afked his affiftance.

EMiIiLyY.

Mamma, I am afraid 1 fhall hate this
anafter Truchard. 1f 1 had the honaur
of fpeaking to the Queen, 1 would fay
to her, Your Majefty likes not people of
bad hearts, therefore pray, do not let
Sames Truchard have the honour of ferv-
Ing you.



€on, XIX, OF EMILY, 29%
MoTHER.

The revolution that fucceeded this firft
interview, was ftill more extraordinary.
The unexpected arrival of the company,
and the noife they made, reftored the fick
perfon to her ftrength, and her mifery.
She made an effort to fit upright, and
looked around her with bewildered
eyes, when, cafting them toward the
Dutchefs, and feeming to recollet her,
fhe fcreamed, and fell back fenfelefs.
On her recovery from a long fainting fit,
fhe faid, with a trembling dying voice,
Come hither my children, throw your-
felves at her Grace’s feet, and entreat her
not to deprive you of a mother who has
never offended her; at that moment, one
of the Dutchefs’s people, who had fol-
lowed his miftrefs, exclaimed, Good
Heaven! it is Cecily! The Dutchefs or-
dered every body to withdraw except
her daughter. Not comprehending any
thing fhe had heard, not even recollect-
ing the perfon who had been fo terrified
at her prefence; notwithftanding the ex-
clamation of her footman, fhe employ-
ed every tender, kind expreflign to calm,
and comfort her.

Bibiz
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EMrIiLv.
Ah! Mamma ! that is the time of the
altion of the piGture. It is the Dutchefs
.confoling the poor woman.

MorTHER.

Is it you, Cecily? faid the. In what a
fituation do I again behold you! Un-
happy woman! Can yeu have been fix
months in Paris, without thinking of
applying to me? Then perceiving her
affliction was redoubled, and her anxiety
increafed at thefe words, the again ai-
fured her, that the had been doubtlefs
conduéted thither by Providence, and
that, far from having any defign to injure
her, fhe withed only to relieve and fave
her. |
; EmMrivLy.

- Now, Mamma, the Dutchefs is before-
hand with me. Who is then this Cecily 2

MorTHER.

She was called Cecilia Frénel, the com-
panion of her infancy, the -daughter of
her Governefs, whofe fervices had been
rewarded by a confiderable annuity, and
the f{uperintendence of one of their
country-feats in «/ngouleme.

¢
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‘EMrILv.

Now I.am more perplexed than before.
What can one think of this Cecily Frénel2
May one fafely take an intereft in her
ftory? If the be fo much afraid of the
Dutchefs, the muft have offended her.

: MoTHER. ¥

I will relieve your uncertainty, by re-
lating her ftory in a few words. ¥

A pleafing countenance, and a mild
difpofition, rendered Cecily Frénel dear
to every one in her infancy. Notwith-
ftanding the difference of a few years; the
Dutchefs was extremely fond of her, and
this circumftance was the mean of her
being educated in a manner fuperior to
her rank. When the Dutchefs married,
Anaftafie Frénel, mother to Cecily, fplicited
and obtained the reward fhe defired,
and retired into her native province. . In
the mean time, the Dutchefs, who was to
pafs the firft years of her marriage ‘at
court, with her mother-in-law, left not
the companion of her childhood without
regret, and promifed to fend for her as
foon as fhe fhould be fettled in her own
houfe. But Fate had deterinined other-

wile, {
Bbj
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SRt s EMiLvy.

That is plain; becaufe we now fee her
lodged in a cart-houfe.
f 3T e MorTHER.
- Cecily’s mother was one of thofe cha-
racters too commonly found in inferior
ftations. Infinuating and compliable with
her fuperiors, the made herfelf amends
for her fubmiffion, by retorting it on
thofe whofe lot it was to depend on her.
Na_t'urz}lly imperious, fevere, and haugh-
ty, the was unhappy enough to be jealous
of the tendernefs the Dutchefs expreffed
for her daughter. Poor Cecily was there-
fore far fromhappy with fuch a mother,
who knew no other pleafure but the
gratification of her ambition; and, at
her arrival at her refidence, it was all
centred! in the projet of finding an ad-
vantageous match - for her " daughter.
Cecily’s mind and perfon raifed her ex-
pe&ations in this refpet, independently
of ‘the proteftion of her benefatrefs,
She foon threw her eyes on the fteward
of the Count * **, who had great pof-
feflions in" the province, This man en-
oved the confidence of his mafter, and was
as-formidable -to-the whole canton, as he
was fkilful in bringing to light, every
‘day, fome parchment or other from the
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records of the Count. He had already
ftripped feveral of his neighbours of
their poffeflions. Whenever he was
complimented on the beauty and extent
of the park belonging to the principal
eftate, Ah! cried he, it was not made fo
without pains ; one has many an obftinate
man to deal with. No end to law-{uits;
one time we have to turn the water from
their land; fend the game to feed at
their difcretion in the paftures of another;
in fhort, invent a thoufand little ways to
bring about our {chemes.

Eumapx.

Do you like that man, Mamma? He
is worfe than Femes Truchard.

o Mom Iy R,

He was, however, the man deftined
by Anafiafie Frénel, to be the hufband of
her child ; and as the moft {avage hearts
{ometimes fubmit to the empire of
beauty, the charms of Ceczly had made a
deep impreffion on the obdurate and un-
feeling foul of this chicaneur* by profef-
fion. g
' s i e

Then the owes the beautiful name of
Preindle to thisiman? 1 no longer won-

o

# A litigious man,
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der fhe fhould be unhappy through her
fault, or that of another.

MoTHER.

You run on fafter than Cecily Frénel.
Whilft her mother’s ambition would have
difpofed of her in favour of the Count’s
fteward, love had difpofed of her heart
in favour of a young man in the neigh-
bourhood, named Barzel. This young
man, cultivated, and lived on a {mall
eftate, left him by his father. He was
not rich ; but liberty and independence,
the ufual companions of honeft poverty,
made him prefer his lot to the moft bril-
Hant deftiny. His virtues and prudence
made him loved and revered by the
whole canton. He knew not his want
of riches ‘till he knew Cecily. " She in-
fpired him with the tendereft affection;
and he now, for the firft time, fighed
for gold.

| 8
Oh! Mamma! let us -contrive their
union! Is then this vile money always
wanting to happinefs ? Befide, if we fpeak
to the Dutchefs, the will certainly do
{fomething for the companion of her

youth.
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MoTHER.

The mother fhould have been per-
{fuaded to do what was right; but fhe
thought more highly of the terror this
rich and formidable chicameur infpired,
than the general efteem enjoyed by
deferving young man; becaufe he was
poor, and of little confequence. No-
thing could overcome her repugnance.

Emivy.

Oh! what a hateful woman! You
muft grant we are got into tolerably bad
company. |
. MorTHER.

It 1s your own fault. Did I not advife
you not to leave the fociety of the Mar-
chionefs? You would not believe me.
---It is now in my power to diffolve
you into tears, by drawing a picture of
Cecily’s mifery; but I will {pare your fen-
fibility. It 1s fuffictent to inform you,
that fhe, after long and cruel fufferings,
having refifted with firmnefs, and unabat-
ing patience, the projected marriage of
her mother, at length found a prote&or
in an uncle fhe had in the fame province,
He not only effeCted her wunion with
Baruel, but extorted the confent of her
mother; fhe granted it; but being as
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vindi@ive and arrogant, as- fhe was am-
bitious, the never would fee her daugh-
ter after the day of her marriage, and
nourithed in her heart an implacable
hatred toward her. : ~

EMmirvLy.
Oh! Mamma ! what a mother!

MorTHER.

~ From that moment, fhe inceffantly la-
boured to ruin her in the efteem of the
Dutchefs, by reprefenting her conduct
under a feigned forrow, in the moft de-
reftable colours of ingratitude and dif-
obedience ; and if the did not fucceed to
her wifhes in her defign, fhe perfuaded
her daughter of her fuccefs, and that the
Dutchefs could not hear her mentioned
without exprefling her indignation. This
infinuation was more fatal to Cecily Barue!
than all her other machinations ; it pre-
vented her writing to her benefactrefs,
who thinking herfelf negleéted, in time
totally forgot a young perfon fhe had fo
tenderly loved.

EmrIry.
Now her torments are over, and her
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misfortunes begun, which I fuppofe
brought her to the cart-houfe. ~Ohl
Mamma ! fhe had reafon to weep on the
day of her marriage. What a terrible
curtain had fhe to raife !

MoTHER.

Notwithftanding the firft years of her
marriage were “happy, and pafied in
peace,- the boafted of the calm fhe en-
joyed after fo many ftorms. Her fortune,
it is true, was but moderate; but her
tender attachment to her hufband {up-
plied the place of riches; and being
both fober, induftrious, and diligent in
every duty, might induce one to believe,
that if happinefs inhabit any part of this
olobe, fhe had made choice of their
humble retreat:for an afylum. They,
little by little, forgot the world; and the
idea that had fo often troubled Cecily,
when firft the was married, of living in
a manner, within fight of her unjuftly
offended mother, without daring to pay
her duty to her, was infenfibly weakened
and effaced in the midft of that {weet
and peaceful enjoyment of domeftic
felicity,’
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EmiLy.

Perhaps that 1s not the beft part of her
ftory.

MoTHER.

Become the mother of three children,
fhe every day adored Providence for his
favours, and fufpeéted not the ca.taf’crophc
that threatened her.

EmILy.
Oh! pray tell me what it was !
MoTHER.

The Count’s fteward was too much
employed in various and important bufi-
nefs to think of her. During the firft
{ix months of her marriage, fhe reckon-
ed it not the leaft of her bleflings, that
fhe was forgotten by this formidable
man.

EMmiLy.

And for did I. I hoped to hear no-
thing more of him. . What was the
name of this horrid man?

Mo THER.
*  The ftory does not inform.us, and I
affure you, I made no enquiry refpect-
ing 1t. Do you not find a relief in being
unacquamted with the names of mcked
and mifchievous people? Methinks we
are the further removed from them,.
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EmiLy.
Oh! may we ever remain fo, Mamma.

Mo THER.

He never forgot any one; he was me-
thodical, even in his averfions; and, as
he never wanted objeéts, and enjoyed by
anticipation the injuries he meditated, he
was not in hafte to execute them. It
was not; therefore, till he had finithed, as
he faid, the labours of the eaftern canton;
that is to fay, till he had tormented and
opprefled with law-{uits, that part of the
province, in his mafter’s name; that he
recolleéted the contempt of Cecily Baruel,
and refolved to begin his work on the
weftern f{ide, where the {mall poffei-
fions of her hufband lay. ‘

) S D L s
Oh! Mamma!

Mo THER.

But he concealed his defign of venge-
ance under a {pecious appearance of ge-
nerofity. He firft propofed to Baruel, to
cede his heritage to the Count, who
withed to inclofe it in-his £xgli/h garden.
This was attacking Barne/ on the weak
fide. He was attached to his little {pot

Moi; 1 : e
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beyond expreflion; and, fince he had there
enjoyed every felicity which human na-
ture 1s capable of tafting, he would have
thought it impious, and worthy of Divine
punifhment, to confent to quit it in com-
pliance with the fteward’s propofal. He
refufed, therefore, to liften to any terms;
which was juft what his enemy expedted.
His parchments were ready to prove,
that his little patrimony, which had al-
ways pafled for freehold (that is) free
of any fubjetion to other land, was re-
devable annually to the principal eftate
of his mafter. The fuit was commenced;
and from that moment, trouble, anxiety,
and calamities of every kind, were the
portion of a family hitherto fo happy.

ey, v,
Why fo, Mamma ?

MoTwuER.

The law-fuit was of long continuance.
Mr. Baruel was obliged to contra® debts
to carry it on, and to make feveral jour-
neys to Paris. It was plainly forefeen,
that fhould he even gain the caufe, he

would be inevitably ruined; but, to con-
- ¢hude; he loft it.
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E st v
How! loft it, Mamma? Is there then
no juftice in France? Is not the King
difpleafed when any of his {ubjetts are
opprefled ?

MoT HER.

Since juftice decided in favour of the
Count, he, no doubt, had right on his
fide ; but Baruel’s father had, neverthe-
lefs, purchafed his little territory, believ-
ing it freehold. The former poffeflor of
the Count’s principal eftate living at
Court, and never going into the country,
not having, in fine, a fteward of the fame
charaéer as this chicaneur, had extreme-
ly negleed his rights; and many claims
are loft in this manner. A holder of
lands, who malees it his bufinefs to re-
vive them rigoroufly, as far as the law
will authorife him, may have juftice on
his fide; but humanisy will never be of
his party.

| V0 b o

I am very fure, that Mr. Elias Godard,
who tired my patience fo much, when 1
was little, has no old parchments in ftore

to torment other people with; I think,
(e
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my Papa would not fuffer it.” Refide,
we know our bailiff’s name, and we have
no reafon to with to be ignorant, of it;

to be fure, he is a little tedious, but he
15 not wicked.

MoTHER.

The ancients have a proverb, which
fays, that juftice carried to an extreme
becomes injuftice. And fince the moft
mild and ufeful virtues of fociety re-
quire to be tempered by each other, to
prevent their running into extremes,
‘there is a ftronger reafon, why the juf-
tice we exercife toward others for the
maintenance of our rights, that is, for our
particular advantage, ought to be pre-
{cribed within due limits, if it would
preferve its name, and efcape cenfure.

Emrty.

I know it, Mamma. You have told
me {o; we are like mufical inftruments,
which, to be in tune, muft be properly
modified---Am I in tune, Mamma ?

MoruER.
Sometimes. Yet the very beft inftru-
- ments require conftant attention, to pre-
~vent their being out of tune, '
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EMmrILy.

1 am fenfible of that alfo. When the
mafter is ill, the inftrument is put by in
a corner, and ‘is in danger of being
fpoiled; is it not?---But what became
of poor Mr. Baruel?

Mo THER.

You may now eafily imagine the
difafters that befel him and his unhappy
family. The fum of money he was
obliged to pay, in confequence of the-
decifion of the law-fuit, far exceeded
all he poffefled in the world; and the
impoflibility of difcharging the debts
contrated to carry it on, completed his
ruin. His little domain was feized and
fold, and the detefted fteward made a
good bargain of it for his mafter. His
other creditors, lofing all hope of being

aid, had Baruel arrefted at Paris; and
now behold him an infolvent debtor in
prifon.

Binel iy

Good Heaven! Is it pofiible the inno-

cent can be fo treated ?

MoTHER. ‘
At this fatal news, Mrs. Baruel {et out
with her three children. Some charitable
| AdYCEg
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perfons made a fubfeription, to enable
her to perform her journey to Paris, to
endeavour to.move, by her diftrefs, the
commiferation of thofe who.had de-
prived her hufband of his liberty. Her
unnatural mother, who enjoyed, as well
‘as the fteward, what fhe termed the ven-
geance of Heaven on ungrateful chil-
dren, by another att of cruelty, render-
ed this proje& ufelefs. She addrefied
feveral anonymous letters to her, inform-
ing her, that the Dutchefs, knowing of
her journey to Paris, would, on her ar-
rival, have her confined; and that an
order for that purpofe was already ob-
tained. Thefe barbarous infinuations kept
her unhappy daughter in continual a-
larms, and deprived her of the courage
neceflary to extricate her from her de-
plorable fituation.
EmILvy,

Which was the caufe of her trembling

even at the name of the Dutchefs.
Mo T HER.

And alfo of her taking a falfe name,
when at Paris. You have feen with what
precipitation the fled the firft time from
the cart-wright’s houfe.. The fame; ter-
ror deprived her of the power of waiting

2 o
on the creditors, as the wife of the un-
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fortunate Baruel, and of the moft effec-
tual means of foftening them; fhe called
herfelf his fifter; faid fhe was a widow
with three children, without alivelihood.
She feldom dared even to enjoy the me-
lancholy confolation of vifiting her huf-
band in his captivity. Wherever fhe
went, fhe imagined fhe was obferved,
fhould be difcovered, torn from her chil-
dren, and confined in fome diftant con-
vent, in a private manner.

Eirn v
. Poor unhappy creature! But where
did fhe pafs the nights with her three
children ?

Mo THER.

She had made ufe of another letter of
recommendation to a milliner at the
Palace. There fhe worked from morn-
ing till night, with her eldeft' daughter,
to get bread for them all; and, as fhe
was extremely clever in the buﬁncfs, this
woman foon difcovered the advantage of
having her with her, without thinking of
makmcr her a {uitable recompence. By
litdle and little, all fhe had was gone,
without her being able to perceive an
end to her miferies; One day, being
more opprefled than ufual, the milliner,
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to whom fhe had entrufted her calamities,
not only offered liberty to her hufband,
but a happy and eafy living for herfelf
and children.  She only required one
condition; but that one fo terrified Mrs.
Baruel, that fhe quitted the milliner
with the fame precipitation fhe had done
the cart-wright.

» EmiLvy.
‘What was the condition then ?

: MorTHER.

The ftory does not fay ; but you know
the reft.  Not knowing where to lay her
head, fhe returned with her three chil-
dren, to the cart-wright’s, more than
half diftracted. She was foon feized with
a violent fever; you have feen her on
the point of expiring for want of affif-
tance, and, at length, miraculoufly faved.

EMmiLvy.
Indeed, Mamma, you may well fay
miraculoufly. '

MorTHER. ;
See, on what trifles our miferable be-
ing depends! On what the prefervation
of this unfortunate creature! The wicks
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ednefs of her mother alienates her from
- the only fupport the had on earth. She is
induced to avoid, as her. moft inveterate
enemy, the only perfon who had the
power and the will to relieve her mifery.
Had it not been for the drunken coach-
man, this perfon, who alone could fave
her, would have paffed, without knowing
it, near the hovel where the was expir-
ing. Had this drunken coachman broken -
the carriage of her benefadtrefs to pieces,
two hundred paces on one fide or other
of the cart-wright’s fhop, the accident to
which fhe owed her life would have been
ufelefs to her. Nay more, had it not
been for the old waggon, and the ftrefs
laid by the cart-wright on its being im-
properly fituated, this perfon, fo neceflary
to the prefervation of Cecily, would have
waited more than an hour in the court,
and at the door of the hovel where fhe
was {o greatly wanted, and have gone
away without knowing it. Let us again
fuppofe, that the cart-wright had been
lefs communicative, or that the Dutchefs,
inftead of carelefsly blaming him for a
negleét of little importance, in her opi-
nion, had been tired of his prating, and
have told him to fettle that matter with
her people ; the fame improbability of
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affiftance would have fubfifted. On what
then did the prefervation of this unfortu-
nate woman depend, for whom you are
fo much interefted ? on a-fortuitous con-
courfe of a crowd of circumftances,
ftrange and trifling in appearance, one of
which being omitted cr changed, would
have rendered it impofiible.
Evrwy.

Oh! Mamma! why will you leave me
without any confolation ? Is it not dread-
ful that innocence fhould be plunged into
fuch an abyfs? Would you take from
them all hope of extricating themfelves
from it?

; MoTHER.

On the contrary, Mrs. Baruel is a proof,
methinks, that innocence extricates it{elf
from the abyfs; and that it ought never
to defpair of afliftance. I alfo hope that
you are {enfible how moderate we ought
to be in our enjoyment of happinefs,
fince no one knows what to-morrow may
bring forth.

Emva pwoor :

Oh! what a dreadful profpect does the
future prefent us with! if we draw afide
the curtain that conceals it.

MoTHER.
. We may fay, Happy are thofe who are’
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poflefled of courage, ftrength, fortitude,
conftancy, and refignation; for how little
foever life may be prolonged, they will
find opportunities of exercifing them.

Enmrry.
I am very forry I preflfed you to tell
me the ftory. I with I could forget it,
or rather, I with I never had heard it.

MorTHER.
ol reproach myfelf for my weaknefs in
yielding to your {olicitations this evening.
It has coft you fome tears---

Emraw.,

It may juftly be faid, that wifdom fel-
dom accompanies chldren for any length
of time.

‘ MoTHER.

Since the evil is without remedy, I
flatter myfelf, that you at leaft fo far de-
pend on the Dutchefs’s goodnefs as to be
eafy refpecting the fate of Mr. and Mrs.
Baruel.

Ehvrie v,

Pray, Mamma, tell me that to comfort

me. |
MortrER.
In the firft place, the Dutchefs thought
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no more of fupping in the country. She

had Mrs. Baruel carried that very evening

to her houfe, and her cares foon re-eftab-

lithed her health. She now had no other

anx1ety than that of preferving her from
the effects of her happinefs.

‘ EMiLy.
How fo, Mamma ?

MoTHER.

The following day the Dutchefs was
employed in procuring the liberty of her
hufband, by paying his debts. The phy-
ficians, with reafon, dreaded the meeting
of the hufband and wife. Mrs. Baruel
was ftill too weak to quit her bed, when
her hufband entered the room; every
precaution had been taken to prepare her
tor this affefting {cene; and fhe had
mifed to behave with all the moderation
that was required of her; but the efforts
the made to keep her word were almoft
fatal to her. To the violence the did
herfelf by reftraining her emotion, fuc-
ceeded  dreadful convulﬁons the fever
returned with greater violence than ever;
and {ix weeks elapfed befere Mrs. Baruel
could be faid to be perfeétly reftored to
her hufband and children.
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EMmiLy.
I hope fhe is quite well now, Mamma ?
Shall we {fee her at Paris next winter.

MorTHER.

Laft year her benefaltrefs {fent her
back to Angouleme with her hufband and
family. There having provided them
with every neceflary, fhe purchafed for
her in her own domains, an eftate of four
times the value of that which had been
taken from them. It was entirely free
from every incumbrance, and made free-
hold with great folemnity. The Dutchefs,
at the fame time, promifed to give their
daughter a fortune, whenever her father
thould find a man worthy to partake the
happinefs of fuch a family. Their re-
rurn to Angouleme wore an air of triumph;
the whole province was glad to receive
them ; and that nothing might be want-
ing (for the misfortunes of the wicked are
regarded as a public good) the fteward
broke his back in a fall from a horfe a
little time before, and his appearance no
longer threatened ruin to any one.

By v
I was going to fay, Heaven be praifed;
Vor. Ik d ~
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but I believe it would not be right.--And,
Mamma, what became of Anaftafic ?
i NBo i RE

The Dutchefs would never forgive her,
notwithftanding the fupplications of her
daughter. She difmiflfed her from the
caftle, and gave her a very moderate in-
come, on confideration that fhe retired
into a convent out of the province, that
the might there lead a life of pemtence
for the faults the had been guilty of.

| 7. o 8 )

One fhould not, I believe, with evil
to any one; but fince juftice is done, I
am happy. They need only behave
well, and they will be fure to be reward-
ed by the Dutchefs.

MoTHER.

And perhaps there is no great evil in

meditated mifchief being punifhed.

EMIiT Yy
Ah! Mamma! when I have got the
print, I fhall look on it with very dif-
ferent eyes, now I know every circum-
ftance of the dreadful ftory.

MoTHER.
A fet of interefting prints might be
made from the different incidents; I be-
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lieve indeed it will be done, and Mrs.
Baruel hopes to have, in time, all thofe
original defigns to adorn her happy man-
fion, and to bring to her children’s minds
the frequent remembrance of Fames Tru-
chard’s cart-houfe.

EMmILY.

And I alfo hope to have a {et of the
prints in my manfion, to bring to my
remembrance, the ftory that fpoiled a
delightful day. But thank Heaven, all
is well now; I may go to-bed and fleep
foundly ; only 1 am not determined
whether I thall lie with my head high or
low to-night. ,
IMoTHER.

What has that to do with Mrs. Baruel’s
flory ? ]

EmMiLy.

Becaufe I do not know whether T fhall
dream to-night or not. On one fide, old
Noél and the wedding may afford me
much pleafure ; but then Mr. and Mrs.
Baruel, and above all, that Anaftafie Fre-
nel, and the fteward, may caufe terrible
dreams.

MoTHER.
Then do you dream or not as youw
like ? '
18 d 2
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EMmiLy.

To be fure, Mamma. When 1 feel
myfelf comfortable in the evening, I lie
with my head low, and then I have plea-
fant dreams; when, on the contrary, I
am vexed or unhappy, I lie with my
head high, that I may not dream.

Mo THER.

And does this precaution anfwer your
purpofe ? '

: Eiver mwi

I thould have been greatly to be pitied
during your dreadful illnefs, if I had not
known this fecret. It faved me many
miferable nights.

MoTHnER.

In that cafe, the beft way will be not
to dream to-night. As misfortunes make
a deep impreffion, I fear thofe of Mis.
Barnel may efface from your imagination
the happinefs we have been witnefs to
this day.

EmriLvy,

You are right, Mamma ; we will keep
on the fafe fide. We will fleep without
dreaming, to prevent confufion, and to-
morrow we will think only of the happinefs
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of the little family in Angouleme---Mam-
ma, which do you think the happieft of
the two, the Dutchefs, or Mrs. Barucl?

Mo THER.

That, my love, is 2 queftion fomewhat
difficult to anfwer. If you take my ad-
vice, we will {leep upon it, and to-mor-
row you will furnifh me with a proper
anfwer,

D.dug
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TWENTIETH CONVERSATION.

EMiLy.
WHAT a quantity of flowers you
have, Mamma! Are you going to fell
nofegays ?
Mo TuER.
At any rate thefe will not make my
head ache.
EmMivy. :
I plainly fee they are artificial. This
1s not the feafon for flowers. What do
you intend to do with them ?

MoTuEeR.

Your aunt {fent them to me. She de-
fires T would choofe fome for Emily ; be-
caufe fhe fuppofes Emily will dance to-
MOITow.

EMiLvy.
My aunt is very kind; I defire you
will thank her, Mamma, and aflure her
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of my refpect; but I have heard nothing
about a ball. It is true, to-morrow will
be a great day. ‘When I rife, in the
morning, I thall be no longer a child; I
fhall be more than ten years old. 4

MoTHER.
By three or four hours.

Eu rna:
No matter; thofe years are paffed.

MoTHER.

You are right; and are paflfed never
to return. So that if you have fpent
them well, it will be happy for you; if,
on the contrary, you have {quandered
them away, the evil is without remedy.

EmrILy.

Juft fo, my dear Mamma, was I faying
in my own little mind, as I came in. I
dare not flatter myfelf, that I have fpent
them well ; but I hope at leaft they are
not entirely loft.

MoTHER.

So do I---Now we mutft celebrate this.
great day, which makes one period in
your life.

EmMivy.
Oh! to be fure. Who is it calls this
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a day of limitation? Behold, infancy is
behind us.
MoTHER.
We at leaft advance with hafty fteps
toward its conclufion; and adolefcence
comes to meet us.

EMitv.

Two luftres complete ! as Mr. Gerceuil
fays. A
MorTHER.
Speaking poetically.

EwMmrIry.

He faid to me juft now, Do you know
then, you were born on the fame day of
the year with one of the firft men of your
age, or rather ours, to which you do not
belong. He was but fifteen luftres when
you came into the world.

MorTHER.

To convince me of the progrefs you
have made in arithmetic, can you make
a calculation jn profe of the number of
years £ y $hesces

EM oy,

Oh! yes; Ican, Mamma. He was
feventy-four years .old, when I was but
feventy-four minutes.
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MoTHER.
Then he wanted one year of his
fifteenth luftre ?

EMriy.
Juft fo, Mamma.

MoTHER.
And how old is he now ?

EMiLvy.
He 1s eighty-four, and I am ten.

MoTHER.

. May you reckon together yet a long:
time ! I thought to-morrow would be a
day of rejoicing to you and me only; but
this anniverfary makes it a day of public
rejoicing, for the birth of a great man is,
in the firft place, a laudable fubject of
pride for his nation; and in the next, a
fubject of joy and gratitude to thofe who
really are interefted in the welfare of
mankind.

EMiLy.
Well, Mamma ! what thall we do to-
morrow ?
MoTHER.
Your aunt fuppofes you would like to
dance, as it is carnival time. Were it
alfo the fummer feafon, a Bal/ C bampétre
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would foon be fettled, and we thould not
want artificial flowers. But, in the middle
of February, it is a more. ferious affair;
you do not dance well enough for a ball
In town.

EMILY.

I know I do not dance fo well as Mifs
Gernance, but that is nothing ; amongft
us brats, we do not ‘take notice which
jumps the beft or the worft.

Mo THER. .

Then we have only to invite a com
pany of little ones, that we will not let
into the fecret of the folemnity of the
day. |

B VT LY,

Unlefs mention be made of the public
rejoicing. But to tell you the truth,
my dear Mamma, I believe 1 fhall not
be much difpofed to dance to-morrow.

MoTHER.
Why not ¢

EmiLvy. .
I do not know. Perhaps it is on ac-
count of what you call the folemnity of
the day.
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: Mo THER.
How then would 'you celebrate fo
folemn a day?
b o Eocrisy,
Stay; fuppofe we do one thing : P

‘" MoTHER.
What is it?
100 5 1 A6
Suppofe you order your door to be
fhut, and let us pafs the day together,
téte-a-téte 3 that would be charmmo'

Mo THER.

'T'ome it would ; but it would be like
every other day, there would be nothing
new 1in that. I fear the day would appear
tedious to you : :

Eatrr v
No, indeed. T defy you to imagine
any thmo that could afford me fo much
pleafure.

MorTHER.
In that cafe, the preparations for the
entertainment will not take much time,
But what fhall we do all day long?

Emivy.
We will do as we did in the country
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where we have paffed three or four days
running, réte-a-éte.

Mo THER.

In the country it is very different; the
days are never too long. We have {o
much to do in fo many places, and o
many different occupations, that we can
fcarcely find time even for walking. But
at Paris in a winter’s day !---

EMILvy.
1 fee, Mamma, you are afraid of its
being tedious. It is not my fault, if my
Papa and my brothers are abfent.

MoTHER.

Neither is it nine; but your own ex-
perience muft have already thewn you,
there is no dependance on man; that
they belong to the public, rather than to
their families ; that they have no {ooner
paffed the age of childhood, than at their
entrance into the world, they are obliged
to go wherever their duty calls them.

EMILY.
Oh! what a vile thing is war! Ihave
{aid fo a thoufand times; how can men,
who are fo civil and polite in fociety, be
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fo cruel as to kill ene another, without
even having feen onf another before.

MoTHER.

It often happens, becaufe nations are
neither more wife, more juft, nor more
moderate toward their equals, than tur-
bulent, reftlefs, or paflionate people are
toward their fellow citizens. In fociety,
injuftice is reftrained by laws; but what
can a whole nation do when wronged ?
It muft repulfe injuftice and’ wrong by
force.

_ EMiLy.
And they muft kill one another on
that account ! Very fine, indeed !

MoTHER.

You fee we have a more caly part to
a&. The weaknefs of the fex, and the
narrow fphere of our little abilities, con-
fine us to the practice of domeftic duties
alone; and by fulfilling them, we dif-

haroe all that focxety expe&s from us.

EMirLy.
Provided we remain without our Papas
and brothers,

Vor., s Ee
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! MoTHER.
Indeed we (hall very much want your
Papa and brothers to-morrow.

Emirvy.
Befide that, we want them every day.

MoTHER.,

Yet, though their duty femove them
from us, happily they are not as yet ex-
pofed to the chances of war.

P

EMivLy.
Well! that is fome comfort, to be fure,

MoTHER.

And fince it is our lot to live in fo-
litude, it 1s on your account alone I ap-
prehend the day will feem tedious; the
celebration of which feemed to promife
you fome amufement.

Pyl vy,
But, Mamma, muft fuch a day be
{pent in amufement ?
h MoOTHER.

Tndeed, I think it more folemn than
cay.

i EmMiILyY. _

It infpires refleGtion; does it not?
And therefore what is paffed will come
jnto your head whether you will or not.
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One alfo draws a little the curtain afide
that conceals the future. Since you talk-
ed of this dreadful curtain, 1 affure you,
it has not been out of my thoughts. 1
have it continually before my eyes.
Only think then, my dear Mamma, what

} ~ -
2 deal of bufinefs to do i one day!

MOTHER.

I cannot furely blame you for regard-
ing the limits of childhood, and the ap-
proach toward adolelcence, in this ferious
point of view; and I begin to think, that
it would be better to dance on any othes
day than when you have completed your

tenth year.
EmMILyY.

Do you alfo begin to think, that we
fhall be too bufy to find time hanging
heavily on our hands?

_ Mo THER.

Indeed I do. To redect ever fo flightly
on the paft, would take up a long day,
without carrying our refearches into the
future, the uncertainty of which cannot
be reflected on without anxiety.

EmILy.

In that cafe, if we have not done du-

ring the day, we can converfc from

Eie 2
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our beds; for, thank Heaven, mine isno
Yonger in the frontiers, but in your own
bed-chamber. Do you not call that
taking pofiefiion ?

Mo Tz R.

It is called in public right, a down-
right ufurpation, performed partly by
ftratagem, and partly by violence, as
moft wars are begun. Had it not been
for my tendernefs, or rather my weak-
nefs, I fhould have defended my bed-
chamber from your invafion, as you have
now converted it into a dormitory. Your
bed was very well fituated in the clofer,
and by leaving the door open, our com-
munication was never interrupted.

Emirvy.
But, Mamma, it was enough to make
one hoarfe when we were both in bed,
It was not at all good for your health.

| MorTHER. .
For two perfons who are never fepa-
rated, from morning till evening, we
might have kept filence when we retired
to reft.
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EMiLy.

To be fure ; but when one has any
thing in one’s mind, or in one’s heart, what
can one do? Itis often a trifle ; a little
crumb; but it Is thofe little crumbs that
we mutft not fuffer to accumulate till the
next day.

MoTHER.

I remark, that your ftock of crumbs are

exhauftlefs in an evening.

Emiry.

Nay, my dear Mamma, is it not very
pleafant to chat from our beds in that
manner, at two paces diftant, till the
duft-man takes poffeflion of one’s eyes ¢

MoTHER.

That is rather a low expreflion for a
perfon who boafts of having ftudied my-
thology.

EmiLy.
True ; I ought to have faid Aorpbeus.

MoTHER.

Be it as it will, I fee, that on account
of the celebration of to-morrow, I can-.
not politely turn you out either to-day or
£O-MOITOW,

R



330 CONFERSATIONS  Con XX,

EMmrIvLy.
Or the day after; or ever.

| MoTHER.

I pleafe myfelf with prefaging the re-
fult of the examination you purpofe
making, whether it will make you gay
or melancholy, filent or loquacious.

Emicy.

I can fay nothing to that. That is in-
deed, my dear Mamma, a very puzzling
queition.

Mo T HER.

I do not think fo. If you be con-
tented with the manner in which thefe
ten years have been fpent, the anfwer
to my queftion will be made; and to be
able fo to do with precifion, you have
only ‘to afk yourfelf, whether you would
begin them again, to fpend them in the
fame manner, and on the fame conditions. s

EMrLY.
Moft certainly 1 would not.

Mo THER. ~
You fpeak decifively. So then you
-are diffatisfied with your lot; and, confe-
quently, with the education you have re-
ceived.
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EMityl
Not fo, my dear Mamma. One may
have been very happy for a day; yet is
it therefore abfolutely necefiary to with
to {fpend it over again ? May one not be
a little impatient for another {till more
happy day ? I think it muft be delight-

ful to be fifteen years old.

MoTHER.
And when you -are fifteen you will
with to be eighteen.

Emity,
~ That may be ; but no further.

MoTHER.

Who can anfwer for that?---1 had
forgotten your hafte to leap over a year,
to arrive at a period that lefs impatient
perfons quietly wait for; becaufe they
know it will not efcape them, and that,
in their way toward it, they thall not fail
finding both important and agreeable
occupations.

Emirvy.

Indeed we are not quite of the fame

opinion upon that matter.
" ‘MoThnER.

For my part, I look upon the period
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of my childhood as the happieft of my
life, except that not having been warned
of it, I knew not my happinefs tll it
had vanithed.

EMILvy.

You have often told me the fame
thing will happen to me, and that expe-
rience will undeceive me - refpeéting
many things; when it does, I fhall furely
tell you of it.

MoTHER.

If I thould be then alive, or to your
children, who will believe you as much
as you do me; but, abftracted from that
impatience, and confining yourfelf only
to the remembrance of the paft, it will
be eafy for you to know, whether you
would choofe to begin them again on the
fame condition.
T EMiILy. _

Why then yes, and no, my dear Mam-
ma; it may be. Do you mean that i
thould begin them exactly in the fame
manner, without any exception whateyer ¢

MoTHER. ;

Without the leaft; or it would be no
queftion. - You muft be fenfible, no
one would hefitate to begin agan, pro-
vided they could retrench every incon-
venience attending their fituation; and
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keep all that was agreeable or advan-
tageous ; unhappily none can make the
choice.
B e’y
Nor that of beginning over again.
MoTwuz-r.
True; itisonlya {fuppofition we make,
FCEMar v,

Juft as you pleafe, Mamma, I know

not how to determine. -
MorTHER,

Why not?

Emiyyvy.

I wonder at your afking the queftion ?
Do you not think I have, in the courfe of
ten years, been guilty of a great many
faults; and that I have endured, as I de-
ferved, a great deal of vexation? How
then, my dear Mamma, could I have
the courage to commit the fame faults
again ! :

MoTHuEzRr.

That is, T allow, a difficulty 1 ought to

have thought of.
Emicy.

Then have I not known great uneafi-
nefs? Three times I have been threat-
ned with the misfortune of lofing you.
If you be preferved to me, it is by a mi-
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raculous Providence ; would it be pru-
dent to expofe onefelf to the fame rifks?

MoTHER.
You were too young to perceive the
rifk the two firft times.

EMiry.

I afk your pardon. It is true I was
but fix years old when they obliged me
to go through your bed-chamber on tip-
toe every evening, without coming near
your bed; I thall never forget it. They
told me, it was neceffary I fhould do {o,
that you might fee I was in good health;
but as you never made the {malleft fign
for me to ftop, 1 thought your children
were become indifferent to you.

MoTHER.
You have fince learned the caufe of
that involuntary indifference.

EmiILvy.

Indeed I have known it a long
time, and it makes me fhudder when-
ever 1 think of it; but I had not then
the leaft idea of the danger of being
ill; I thought being 11l was nothing
more than having a pain in the ftomach;
yet the difmal appearance of your rootn,
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-

that was as dark as poor Mrs. Baruel’s
hovel ; the melancholy confternation in
which every body was, the anxiety with
which they whifpered to each other, al-
together, though it did not afflit me,
yet caufed in me a terror for which I
could not account.
, Mo THER. |

Well, all that is now over, and we

may as well forget it, at leaft for to-day.
Eag i v

You mean I fhould again begin my
life ; and that neceflarily brings the paft
to one’s mind.

Mo THER.

It was not my defign to fix your at-
tention on painful remembrances. It
will not give our #éte-a-téte a very lively
turn to-moIrow.

E MLy,

No. On one fide, the remembrance
of our faults, and on the other, of the
dangers, 1s enough to make the day
very difmal.

Mo 1 HER.

I only wanted you to throw a glance
on the paft; and I flattered myfelf, it
would prefent with more {ubjects of Jox
than of affli¢tion; more moments of
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fatisfaction than unhappinefs ; and really,
whenever I look back, I f{ee Emily jump-
ing, laughing, or dancing; and I can
{carcely recollett {feeing her cry’; whence
I concluded, your firft ten years had not
paffed very painfully;

EmiLy.

Well, Mamma, that is true; but what
advantage 1s there in that? Is there
any merit in having paffed the firft ten
years in' jumping, and ‘running about,
and making a noife?

MorTHER.
To be fure; and if you provoke me,
T will reproach you for not having made
enough. You know my prejudrce a+
oramﬁ too quiet children; I am always
temnted to think their t1anqu1lhtv pro-
ceeds from a defeét in their health---

EMiLyY.
Either of body or mind, I know that ;
but you muft grant, the time I have
fpent with my doll is loft time.

MoTHER:
I thall not allow that neither, ﬁnce I
am in a humour to contradict you. The
manner in which that lady’s houfe was
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managed the place you held in her
{ervice, obliged you to learn many par-
ticulars, ,elther of her toilet, or her
houfe-keeping, very proper to be known;
not to mention that her fervice has made
you fkilful in many kinds of works.
Therefore, 1f you fhould indulge the
whim of remaining in her fervice, even
- after the two luftres are accomplithed, as
I am in hopes the ferioys humour you
are now in will not laft; you will meet
with no oppofition on my part.

SR Y B o O
Well, my dear Mamma, if you be
but fatisfied with my ten years, well and
oood ; I well may, and I ought to be fo.

Mot HER.
-. 1. do_.not mean to.day,, that all-has
been as well as it could be, or thatit
might not have been better; but I would
not have you, my child, Judore with too
great feverity; for then you muft ex-
amine the conduét of the mother with
the fame rigour, and I fhould not find
my account in that.
EvmriLy.
Well, that 1s droll!. You perhaps

may reproach yourfelf for fome faults ?
Vor. 1. T -
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MoTHER. o

More than I fhould choofe; with this
difference, that you may turn your eyes
from your own faults, which is the beft
you can do when they are of no great
confequence; but I find mine of f{o ferious
a nature, as to require a fixed and con-
tinual attention to them needful. - Me-
thinks I would willingly facrifice half my
future days, to begin your education a-
gain, fuppofing it poflible to avoid them.

BEowinLx,

What you fay feems to be very ferious
indeed, unlefs you be in jeft. Pray tell
me what are the faults you would redeem
at fo dear a price?

MoTHER.

To-morrow we will make the review;
after yours mine will naturally follow;
but in my eyes, the hope of repairing one
of them, would be worth the facrifice to
which I am refigned.

EMivvy,
What then i1s the fault ?

MoTHER.
The injury which my ill health has
been to you.
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WO EE 50
You are right, my dear Mamma ; your
children would have no more uneafinefs,
if you enjoyed a better health,

Mo THER.

It is not abfolutely to {pare your un-
eafinefs, that I defire to have better
health ; but if you knew how much my
infirmities have deranged my plan; how
much my feeble conftitution has thwarted
my principles!

vt
I never perceived it.

MoTHER.

For inftance, you are not unacquainted
what importance I annexed, efpecially in
early childhood, to bodily exercifes, or
rather to the exercife and habitual mo-
tions fo effentially neceffary to unfold
the phyfical powers.

EmrILy.
Then1 have not run or jumped enough,
I have not fatigued myfelf, nor tormented
you enough, in your opinion ?

Mo T HER.
~ Certainly not. In the country you take
fi2
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pretty good exercife ; but in town, you

know what trouble I have to induce

you to take any.
Rk S g Re o

There is nothing fo tirefome as to

parade up and down a walk without you.

Mo THER.

You fee then, that my ill health ferves
you, either as a reafon or pretence ;
and that I am not to blame to look upon
1t as very injurious to your education. I
reproach myfelf every time I fee you
difpofed to be indolent, either in a
moral or phyfical fenfe.

EMivry.
But, Mamma, you then reproach your-
felf for my faults, not for your own,

MoTHER,
In that cafe, it depends on you to
fpare me thofe felf-reproaches.

EMmiLy. .
I allow, that when you are ill, T have
not the heart to do any thing.

MoTHER.
But what one is not inclined to do,
may be performed by an effort of reafon,
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when we know the neceffity of it; and it
is in what the force of the mind confifts.
EmiLy.

You cannot think, Mamma, how dif-
mal it is to walk without having you to
chat with.

MoTHER. :

You bring to my mind another of my
faults ; which is, having fuffered you to
acquire too great a tafte for conver-
fation.

Exiry,

How! do you reproach yourfelf for

our converfations ?
MoTHER.

I fear they have contributed to a habit
of reflettion and fedatenefs, inconfiftent
with your years, and confequently ob-
ftructed the important defign of framing
a good conftitution.

EMiby..

What, Mamma! Were you to becrm
again, would you deprive me of the plea—
fure of chattering with you?

Mo T H E r.

I would at leaft never talk with you
when fitting. With this fundamental
law, we might renew the {chool: of the
Peripatetics.

Ffa
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Emivy. :
What is that you fay? There is a
word longer, and perhaps more tedious,
than the longeft walk without you,

MoTHER.

It was the cuftom of thofe gentlemen
never to converfe on philofophy together,
but when walking in the Lyceum, which
was the Tuileries of Athens; and we ought
to have imitdted fo illuftrious an ex-
ample. ‘

. EviLy.

I have already forgotten how you call
them. ,

MorTHER.

Peripatetics, that is, walkers.

EmiwLv.

Pe-ri-pa-te-rics, and cannot you excufe
one of thofe fyllables ?

MoTHER.
Not one that I know of.

Emivy.

Then I will add two more to them,
for we are at lealt De-mi-peripatetics;
half our converfations have been during
our walks.
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9
MoTHER. N

I am therefore lefs culpable than I

thought. s
Exiry. -

Pray let me know your other capital
faults. Perhaps we may alfo extenuate
them.

MoTHER. .

You know every thing is conne&ed in
this world. When one thing is well and
wilely ordered, all its inferior parts are
commonly as many advantages attending
it. In the {fame manner, one fault is
{feldom unaccompanied, it fpreads out in
a number of branches; that is to fay, it
draws on a train of other faults.

Ewmicy

Do you fay that to preface me for a

long train of them ?
MoTHER. ‘

A judicious cenfor would doubtlefs re-
proach me, for having fuffered you, at a
tender age, to employ yourfelf] either in
reading, or the needle-works proper for
your fex; to have even withed you to
poflefs a tafte for them, for having at
leaft remarked it with pleafure, as fear-
ing, that being put in pratice too late,
you would remain ignorant or unfkilful.
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EwMrvy.
Are thefe your crimes?

Mo T HER.

I fear he would add, Your daughter
will embroider very well, work delight-
fully, in the opinion of your waiting-
women, whofe approbation will ftamp
her reputation with immortality ; but
would you be very well pleafed to fee
this early tafte for a fedentary life in-
creafing from year to year, if it render her
indolent both in body and mind, or if it
thould materially injure her health ?

EmiILy.

Then you would be reproached for
the pleafure of doing it only. Tam very
well, thank Heaven; I know not what
llnefs 1s.

Mo THER.

My affection is not fatisfied even with
that. I would have you poffefs a con-
ftitution of 1ron.

EMiry.
I with your health were as good as
mine !
MoTHER.
It would, no doubt, have been very
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good, had not a miftaken tendernefs de-
prived me of every mean of ftrengthen-
ing it.---So then, you imagine my cen-
for would ftop there. ' If he defire great
attention fhould be paid to the phyfical
powers of a child in its infancy, in re-
turn, he would not have the moral ones
exercifed during that period, left they
thould' be 'diftorted by any miftake in
their education, or by a too hafty culti-
vation, forced to a premature and fu-
perficial growth; as formerly children
were lamed by being {wathed, or, as an
unfkilful gardener ruins a good tree,
that he may gather the fruit at an early
period. :

_ EMiILy.
Methinks your cenfor would, and would
not, have many things.

MorTHER.

He, above all, made me unhappy by
one remark. - Finding yourfelf unable,
faid he, notwithftanding all your efforts,
to defcend to the level of a child’s ca-
pacity, do you not frequently raife it to
your own, without perceiving it; and does
not this ‘method, though involuntary on
your part, make you, contrary to your
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intentions, force in a hot-bed, a plant
which ought to receive its maturity by
time, and by the benign and 1mper-
ceptible influence of Heaven.

EMiLvy.

Mamma, your cenfor is a dotard, who
would fpoil our téte-a-téte to-morrow, if
we were to permit him to exercife his
morality ; but we will fend him to retail
his maxims in a fchool.

: MoOTHER.

You place him in a better fituation
than you would with perhaps. No fooner
will he have formed a fchool after his
own principle, than I fhould be eafed of
a heavy burden, and Emily would be the
firft to experience the numberlefs ad-
vantages of {o defirable an inftitution.

EMiLy.

Oh! there we are again! I have at
my fingers’ ends all you are going to fay
about the advantages which a public edu-
cation has over a private or domeftic one ;
but you know alfo, my dear Mamma, that
on this head, I fhall never be of your
opinion.

MoTHER.

I thought you might have changed

your fentiment fince you have boafted to
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me of the great utility of the extracts
from Plutarch.
EMiIry.
What have thofe extra&s to do with
public education?

MorT uER.
1t 1s there often extolled.

Emrivy.
Perhaps it was right at that time; but
now I am right, I am fure.

MoTHER.

Then you muft have remarked, that
one of the greateft advantages of repub-
lican government, is the immediate in-
fluence it has over individuals, that it
animates the general mafs in every part;
it gives life and activity, and confe-
quently, makes known to each perfon hig
own worth, which, perhaps, in another
form of government, he would have been
unconfcious of ; it, at the fame time, in-
{pires public fpirit, which, by a free pro-
feflion of the fame principles, unites all
thefe different powers, and renders them
ufeful in one common centre for the
general good. Public {chools, inftituted
upon good plans, are fimilar to this re-
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publican government, and procure their
pupils the fame advantages. The gene-
ral mafs is compofed of children. The
inftitution tends to inform each of his
own value, and to increafe it: Their
union, teaches them to refpect the fun-
damental rights of general {ociety.
Merit and talents, or rather the hope
that fore-runs and convinces them, afligns
to each his place. = Juftice there decides
Mingly and uniformly, without refpect to
perfons. Example, experience, and ne-
ceflity are the preceptors who teach, or
rather the mafters who command. They
converfe not, they open not their mouths,
they are filent, but they engrave their
principles on the heart 1n indelible cha-
racters, inftead of inconfiftently crowding
them on the memory.

EMiLvy.

I would have avoided praifing the ex-
tracts from. Plutarch, if 1 had forefeen
the ufe you would have made of them a-
gainft me. And will you perfuade - me,
that in public fchools they know better
than you do, how to defcend to the level
of children?
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MoTHER.

Without doubt, my love. My cen-
for pretends, that a gardener, who has
but one plant to take care of, runs
a great rifk of killing it by kindnefs,
by extreme attention, and cultivation ;
whereas, if he were obliged to divide
his cares amonglt a certain number of
different plants, he is effetually fcreen-
ed from that inconvenience, and 1s hap-
pily confined to beftow only on each
plant fuch a portion of his cares as may
be ufeful to 1.

Bt Ly,

Dear me, Mamma! How troublefome
your cenfor and his gardener are! The
gentleman probably takes me for a let-
tuce; that 1s, he fuppofes I only came
inte the world to vegetate.

MoTHER.

Would you have him talk without a
metaphor? Between you and me, I am
the ftrongeft, apd by a natural effort of
my {trength, it happens probably, that I
every moment raife you to me, inftead
of defcending to you; but if I had
twenty children around me, it would be
quite otherwife ; by drawing me on all
fides toward them, they would oblige me

Vior s 1o Gg
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to remain on a level with themfelves:
and to raife them infenfibly to a higher
level, they would teach me many ways,
with which I am unacquainted.

EMmirv.
I fee, Mamma, I have made a lucky

efcape, that I am not among twenty
little brats at a diftance from you.

Mot uER.

After much hefitation, I own, I have
preferred the inconveniences attending a
private education, moft commonly me-
lancholy, formal, and unconneéed, to a

public one which I could neither approve
nor amend.

EMivy.
Or you would not have wanted refo-

lution to have driven me out of your
houfe.

Mo THuER.
I hope, my love, I fhould not.

EnvrLy.
Oh! you do not love me as I love
you! Thisis a vexatious difcovery on
fuch a day as this.
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MoTHER.

I think on the contrary, that T never
could have given you a more convinc-
ing proof of my affection, than in mak-
ing the painful effort of removing you
from me for your good, and of depriving
you, for a time, of the too conftant
fupport of maternal tendernefs, which
15 not without dangers, and which we
ought perhaps to reckon among the in-
conveniences of private education.

, EMrIcLy.

Oh! how can you think fo? If you
would fee me die, you have only to fol-
low that plan.

MoTHER,

You now cut the knot of the piece

by a cataftrophe.
Emiry.

Happily ! happily ! there is no dan-
ger ! there is no public education which
you approve.

Mot HER.

Here again it is needful to be on our
guard againft the illufion of affeétion.
Perhaps I have exaggerated the imper-
fections of our public education, only to
furnith my tendernefs with a plaufible
pretence to keep you with me, notwith-

{zio47
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ftanding my juft difapprobation of a

private one.

Eviry,
No, no, you are not fond of exagge-
rations. I am fure you think rightly on
this fubject, as well as every other.

'

MoTHER.

Grant, however, fince we have pre-
ferred private education, that we ought
to pay ftri¢t attention to its’ 1mperfec-
‘tions, to preferve us from them, or avoid
them if we had the misfortune to fall
into them.

| 05 S

Now indeed, you talk to the purpefe,
Mamma. We may employ one part of
to-morrow 1in this occupation; and It
will not be time thrown away.

MoTHER.

Since we have made ourfelves mutu-
ally refponﬁble for the {uccefs of your
education, it is very eflential to guard
againft every reproach, and every mii-
fortune.

EmiLy.
You once told me, and I now, in
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good time recollett it, that we ought to
accuftom ourfelves to account clearly for
the motives of all our ations; that it is
of the utmoft importance not to deceive
ourfelves on this head, and not to mif-
take for prudence, the inclination we find
in ourfelves toward one thing rather
than another; that we ought to make an
examination, not only before, but after
having a&ed ; and that he who is never
deceived in the real motives of his
actions, is far advanced in the road to
happinefs and wifdom.
MorTHER.

With {uch a method, we may hope to
remedy our paft errors, and to {fupply
their places by fure and folid principles ;
to efface even the remembrance of them,
and in future, to reflect on every un-
taking.

EmMiIvry.

For inftance, that of never quitting
each other.

MorTHER.

That may be called the firft fketch of
either a good or bad education. In the
mean time, the firft chapter of the plan
fays, we muft think of going to-bed, and
{leeping ; fecondly, for to render this
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fketch perfect, the head ought to be cool
and clear,
EmiLyvy.

And when I fhall be in bed, we will
converfe no more for this day. That
will give me time to recolle® myfelf a
little, and to prepare for fo ferious an
employment, will it not? To-morrow
I fhall begin by writing to my Papa and
my brothers, after which, we will employ
the day in our plan.

Mot HER.

Thofe are two more chapters which I
fhall willingly adopt. Go, my love; I
hope we fhall be as well fatisfied with to-
morrow as with this evening.

EmMivLy
( Kneeling at ber mother’s feet.)
Embrace then, and blefs your child,
my deareft Mammia, that the may finith
her ten years with your blefling; and
that it may accompany her from year to
year. I will inform my Papa, that you
likewife have given me a blefling for
him.
MoTHER :
(Laying ber band on ber chila’s head.)
Receive, by beloved child, the blef-
fing of your father and mother. You,
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who are fo often the obje&t of their
cares, and their anxieties, may you be
alfo the conftant objet of ‘their joy
and fatisfa®ion, as you are of their
folicitude and prayers,

THE EnbD,


























