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THE 

CONVERSATIONS 

0 F 

E M I L Y. 

9:'HIR'l'EEN'I'H CON// ERSA'l'ION.· 

~ 

MOTHER. 

HOW now, Emily! are you fo foon re­

turned from walking ? 
EMILY. 

Yes, Mamma. 
MOTHER. 

One would fuppofe, your walk had not 
a fforded you much pleaf ure. What 1s 

the matter with you ? 
EMILY. 

Nothing,· Mamma. You know l 
Vo1. IL A 
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am not fond of walking in the :( ui­
lerie.s. 

MOTHER. 
Do I know it! This is the firft time 

you ever told me f o. 

EMILY. 
I do not think I £hall go there any 

more, unlefs you go with me. Oh! 
Man1ma I give 1ne our country walks. I 
have juft found out, that I have a parti­
cular tafte for a country life ; and that 
Paris is no longer pleafing to rne. The 
famenefs of the walks, the crowd, the 
nmnber of idle and ftaring people, who 
are at a lofs how to f pend their time---

M OTHER. 
Your reflections are fomewhat fevere, 

but truly philofophica1. 
EMILY. 

And what is ftill worfe, they fpend 1t 
in a manner difagreeable to others. 

MOTHER. 
How difagreeable to others? 

EMILY. 
You know well enough) Mamma; in 

finding fault with all they fee---1 think, 
with yo1-.1, that it is very contemptible. 
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MOTHER, 

What! did you again n1eet with the 
lady and her fleeve-knots? 

EMILY. 

No, Mam.ma; but there was fuch a 
confufed noife as uniform as the walks ; 
fuch a ruftling of filks; fuch a continual 
and infipid prating, that it makes one 
quite low-ipirited, and which leaves the 
mind quite vacant. 

MOTHER. 

How! do you then make the rnind of 
the party? I plainly fee, my dear child, 
that you are going to adopt the fafuion­
able ftyle. 

EMILY. 

It is enough to deftroy me with ennzri; 
I deteft it: and when one is coming 
away---

MOTHER. 

One returns in an ill-humour. 
EMILY. 

One meets with very in1polite people, 
who know not how to behave themfelves. 

MOTHER. 

Who are they ? 
EMILY. 

·only think, Mamma ! that I fhould 
meet at the gate. two ladies and a· gentle­

A 2 
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man coming in; and that in paffing me, 
one of the ladies throwing her eyes care­
le fsly on me, fhould fay to the other,. 
with great indifference, " She would be 
pretty enough., if :fhe were not f o brown." 

MOTHER. 
So, fo ! you are indebted then to the 

meeting with thef e ladies for your great 
ftock of philofophy, and fettled tafte for 
a country life ? 

EMILY. 
What bufinefs was it of theirs ? You 

tnuft allow_, Mamma, that their heads 
and hearts could be but badly furni:fhed, 
to wafte their tin1e in making fuch kind 
of re1-narks. You were right to fay, the 
other day, that perfons of a certain turn 
of 1nind, were above dwelling on the 
imperfections of others. I ihould like 
to afk thofe ladies, who it was that com­
miffioned them to obferve, whether the 
little girls they meet were fair or brown. 

MOTHER. 
And I too, fhould like to a!k them, 

what right they had to fpoil my Emily's 
walk, and dif parage the beautiful gar­
dens of the 'I'uileries, which have already 
loft much of their reputation, fince the 
rage -has prevailed of making Englifo 
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gardens between four walls in the center 
of Paris. 

EMILY. 

What do you mean, Mamma ? What 
dif paragement ? 

MOTHER. 

Have they not made them appear 
odious in your eyes by their difcourfe, 
and infpired you with an averfion to 
walking ~n them. 

EMILY. 

There are people enough without me. 
Befide, you fee what it is to go to public 
places with one's Governefs. It is fo 
childi!h; and every one thinks they have 
a right to take liberties with one. If 
you had been with me, it would not 
have happened, n1y dear Mamma. 

MOTHER. 

And you would have returned much 
the fairer for it ? 

EMILY. 

Nay, Mamma, we are what we are: 
we do not go to the T uileries to hear 
ourfelves talked of; be fide, as Madam 
de Verteuil faid yefterday, I do not 
know on what occafion, " Truth is not 
to be fpoken at all times.". 

· A3 
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.. MOTHER. 

Is this truth then f o very mortifying to you? 
EMILY. 

Methinks it is. ls it not very ugly to be brown? 
MOTHER. 

To be fair is certainly more pleafing than to be brown ; and to be brown is lefs pleafing than to be fair; that is all the difference. 
EMILY. 

To be fure, it was very neceffary I :lhould meet thofe ladies to know I was. as brown as a gipfy. 
MOTHER. . Did they carry the cornparifon f o far ? 

EMILY. 
No, Marnrna ; but I irninediately thought I looked juft like one. 

MOTHER. 
Then probably you are fond of deep colours, and not of the faireft intenne­diate fhades ? 

EMILY. 
Indeed, Marnma, I do not think I was either fo brown or fo ugly laft year. 

MOTHER. 
I do not think you were; it is owing to your having been much e:xpofed to the 
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fun and wind ; you are a good deal tan­
ned. Had I been in your place, I would 
have-ftopped the ladies, and faid to them, 
" Have patience ladies, it is only three 

~ days fince I left the country. I will 
meet you here two or three months 
hence. When I fhall have paffed the 
winter in town, you will perhaps find 
my complexion . cleared up, and changed 
for the better. However, if I be not 
very fair, you muft acknowledge, I have 
a healthy look, and that is worth f ome­
thing~" 

EMILY. 

What, Mamma ! does living in town 
improve the complexion ? 

MOTHER. 

This difcovery ,may perhaps a littl<r 
reconcile you to Paris. 

EMILY. 

It will at le aft make me f ome amends. 
MOTHER. 

And will enable you to wait for the 
fummer feafon with refignation. 

,, EMILY. 

How forry I am I had not the fenfe to 
ha-ve faid fo to thefe ladies. I think they 
would have · looked a little foolifh, not­
withftanding their ikill in judging of the 
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complexions of the company~--However, 
if I had had the fenfe, I ihould not have 
had the courage; fo it comes to the fame 
thing. 

MOTH E R. 1 

You might have faid ftilt better, and 
difconcerted them ftill more. 

EMILY. 
How, pray? 

MOTHER. 
" I<:-now, ladies, that a fair {kin, and 

beautiful features, are fmall advantages, 
when compared to the qualities of the 
heart and underftanding; that it is pof­
fible to poifefs every ~xterior grace, with­
out being either amiable, eftimable, hap­
py, or refpeltable, or without deferving 
to be fo. If my complexion do not 
pleafe you, it ihall be my endeavour to 
deferve your approbation, by more folid 
and lafl:ing means, if you will ever con­
defcend to take more particular notice of 
me, than in walking on the terrace of the 
'l'uileries." 

EM Ii. Y. 
Ah ! Mamma ! what a fine fpeech ! I 

would give my whole month's allowance 
to have made it. What a delightful 
thing it is to have fenfe, and to know 
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whep. to ufe it! Methinks I fee the 
aftoniihment of the lady, when I ihould 
have drawn her by the gown, and in a 

ref peccful manner made fuch a fpeech. 
I think ihe would have caft down her 
large black eyes, which ihe caft f o care­
lefsly on me; as much as to fay, "Whe­
ther you be fair or brown, it is all one 
to me." 

Mo THE R. 

But I, who am not fo indifferent about 
you, ihould like to have one little cir­
cumftance cleared up. 

EMILY. 

What circumftance, my dear Mamma ? 

MoT HER. 

Suppofe another little brown girl had 
been walking on the terrace at the fame 
time, and that the ladies remarking it, 
had faid what they did of you, I would 
know, whether it would have made fo 
ftrong an impreffion on you, --or if you 
would have refented it with fuch indig­
nation? 

EMILY. 

Doubt it not, my dear Mamma. I 
fhould have · feen in a moment, that the 
little girl, at -her return, would have 



10 C O N P E R S A T I O N S Con. XI1I. 

been very unhappy. Have you not 
taught me to put myfelf in the place of 
others ? I cannot bear to fee people 
mortified in foch a manner; we ought 
to behave with refpect: to every one; be­
fide, you have opened my eyes, and 
taught me how to eftimate fuch f1an­
derers. 

MOTHER. 
Corne, come; I fee you are difpofed 

to be a little fevere, and that your morals 
will not err on the fide of indulgence; 
we n1uft be on our guard before you--­
But fuppofe thofe ladies, inftead of tak­
ing notice of your brown {kin, had faid, 
" That child bids fair to be handfome in 
tirne ?" 

EMILY. 
Oh! Ma1nma ! you have a mind to 

perplex me now---Why I fhould have 
blufhed and looked down. 

MOTHER. 
In that caf e, the walks of the CJ' uileries 

would not have appeared fo difagreeable 
to you? 

EMILY. 
Do you think fo, Mamma ? 



Con. XIII. 0 F E lvf IL r. lI 

MOTHER. 

Yet, to judge from a fuperficial glance, 
without being at all interefted, either for 
or againft any one, is always judging at 
random. 

EMILY. 

That may be, Mamma; yet you muft 
allow, that a flattering opinion does not 
appear f o ill-founded, as that which gives 
us uneafinefs. 

MOTHER. 

I f uppofe not ; and I prefume, in that 
cafe, the feverity of your moral would be 
fomewhat foftened in favour of thofe who 
judge fo fuperficially, and at random. 

EMILY. 

But, Mamma, is it not one of your 
maxims, that we fhould be fevere toward 
ourfelves, and indulgent toward others ? 

MoT HER. 

And I fee you apply it in a mofl: dif­
interefted manner, and without any re­
trofpect to yourfelf. 

EMILY. 

How do you make that out, Mamma? 
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Do you think me partial, and that I have 
two weights and two meafures as the 
Scriptures fay? . 

MOTHER. 

Acknowledge, at leaft, that you are 
not wanting in indulg.ence toward thofe., 

-- who, without even looking ftedfaftly at 
you, anfwer for it, that you win · one day 
be handfome. 

EMILY. 

:N' ay, I believe my dear Mamma, fuch 
a prediction never difpleafed any one. 

MOTHER. 

Beauty muft certainly be the fupreine 
happinefs of life ; for young people to 

· obtain it, · would facrifice health, riches, 
and perhaps ·1nore effential c:J.dvantages. 

EMILY. 

Supreme happinefs is perhaps faying a. 
little too much; however, Mamma, it is 
a very great happinefs. I have heard 
you fay, more than once, that it is. a real 
advantage to anticipate the favour of 
others, · by an interefting or agreeable 
fig:3re, • by a pleafing and [educing ex­
terior. 

MOTHER. 

Yet I know not whether we ought to • 
look on beauty as f o very defirable an 
advantage. 
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EMILY. 

You have then taken a diilike to it? 

MOTHER. 

I obferve, in the firft place, that no 
advantage is more fragile, frivolous, or 
fleeting, than, riot to 1nention nmnerous 
accidents, a f e'Y years change every f ea­
ture, deftroy every charm, and efface 
even the remembrance of the in. Do 
you think thofe are very wife, or happy, 
who found their felicity on fo tranfient a 
poff effion ? 

EMILY. 

Oh~ that is a great misfortune to be 
fure. 

MOTH E ~-

I am ·of op1n10n, as it is fo fubject 
to fpoil, fade, and vaniili quite away, 
that thofe are greatly to be pitied, who 
place their happinefs in it. They can 
know no enjoyment without alloy .. They 
muft look on the care of their beauty apd 
drefs, as the 1noft itnportant bufine fs of 
their lives ; which will, in ti1ne-> · give a 
trifling, reftle_fs, jealous, envio_us, and 
inelanchqly turn to the n1ind. 

VoL. II. B 
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EMILY. 
What a frightful picture ! But why 

envious? 
MOTHER. 

Becaufe, inftead of enjoying the charm 
of beauty, and acknowledging it where­
ever it appears, they envy its fplendour 
and triumphs; they look upon it as a 
perfonal calamity befallen themfelves ; 
they are perfuaded, that the applaufe be­
ftowed on beauty is at their expence ; 
that it cannot receive the fmalleft ho­
mage, without depriving them of con­
queft; and then they become thoughtful 
and unhappy. To be unhappy at the 
beauty of another; what a degrading tor­
ment! 

EMILY. 
Yes; it is buying fupreme happinefs 

fo1newhat dearly. 

MOTHER. 
This fuprerne happinefs is expofed to 

ftill greater and more alarming dangers. 

EMILY. 
Tell me quickly what they are) my 

dear Mamma, that I may be entirely 
rlifgufted with it. 
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MOTHER. 

Time will unfold them to us, 11:y 
dear, as we advance in our career: 1n 
the mean time, let it fuffice to remark 
to you, that it is poffible to be perfectly 
happy without being handfome; and to 
be infinitely handfome without being 
happy. 

EMILY. 

But beauty is no obftacle to happinefs. 

MOTHER. 

Say rather, that beauty and happinefs 
are not incompatible. It cannot be 
doubted, that a beautiful wornan, in 
whom are united perfonal attractions, 
and mental charms, who conceals, under 
the veil of the graces, a noble, generous, 
elevated, and feeling heart; whofe ex­
terior charms give an additional luftre to 
the virtues with which ihe is adorned, 
muft be the mailer-piece of nature. Yet 
all this being fuppofed, frill the mind 
muft rife f uperior to the perfon. It 
wants not beauty to fecure, according to 
its different .. qualities, either refpec1:, ve­
neration, admiration, efteem, or love ; 

. B 2 
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in a word, every k.ind of fuffrage that 
rnankind never beftows on beauty alone. 
It muft be allowed, that an eminent de­
gree of beauty excites alfo our adrnira­
tion ; but that is a fenti1nent ftill 1nore 
fleeting than its object. It is of fuch 
ihort duration) t!lat it is often converted 
into contempt, when we perceive, that 
the beauty of the mind does not corre­
fpond with the charms of the perfon. 

EMILY. 

It is now de bafed indeed. 
MoT HER. 

Therefore, I never could fet any value 
on what is fubjeB: to fo many viciffitudes, 
and which .alone, is infufficient to our 
happinefs. I fhould be much concerned 
for you, if you ihould place yours on 
fuch a bafis. For inftance, would you 
wifh, that the fear of being a little 
brown or tanned {hould lay a reftraint 
on your country diverfions; and before 
you fet out for a walk, ihould induce 
you to call a confultation to determine 
whether the fun be not too hot ; whether 
there be not an appearance of rain; or if 
the wind whiftle not too roughly in your 
face ? Should that ever be your cafe, I 
ihould exclaim, vVhat a poor creature ! 
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to facrifice her pleafures, her amufe­

ments, nay, frill more folid advantages, 

fuch as health, for an uncertain good, fhe 

hopes to procur_e by dint of affected 

delicacy. 
EMILY. 

One might juft as well be put 1n a 

glafs-cafe like a relic. 

MOTHER. 

N otwithftanding, if you think proper, 

to bring you fomewhat nearer to the ftate 

of a relic, I will give you a gauze veil 

to cover your face, when you go a walk­

ing. It 1nay indeed prevent your breath­

ing the air freely; but in revenge, your 

complexion will be wonderfully pre­

ferved, and no one will find fault with 

it whenever you fhall walk on the 'I'eraife 

des Fettillants. 
EM 1 LY. 

No, no, no ! my dear Mamrna, I 

thank you for your veil; I a1n not yet a 

relic. 
MOTHER. 

Do not too haftily refufe it; it is 

worth fome confideration. If you difdain 

1t now, I fhall not, in my turn, perhaps 
. B 3 
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be difpofed to make you an offer of it 
when you fhall think proper. 

EMILY. 
N 0 1 no, Mamma ! I !hall never want one. I am only f orry for one thing. 

MOTH ER. 
What is it? 

EMILY. 
At my being vexed. I now think it was very filly. _ I believe, Man1ma, the 

fhorteft way is not to think at all of one's 
perfon. If it be a good one, fo much 
the better; if not, what can be done ? 

MOTHER. 
It is the :fhorteft way and the befl. We fuould confider beauty in the fame 

light we do thofe capricious perfons, who~ 
when they obferve you annex any great importance to their acquaintance) with­
draw themfelves with difdain; and, on 
the contrary, are the firft to make ad­
v ances, if you appear to neglect, or treat them witl indifference. 

EMILY. 
Vv ell, Mam111a ! I am now determ1ned 

to think no more of it. 
MOTHER. 

B t to run afte·· health---

... 
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EMILY. 

And after wif dom alf o. 

MOTHER. 

Very well. And perhaps beauty will 
begin to run after you. · 

EMILY. 

If it :fhould take that fancy, I will 
f uffer myfelf to be caught, ihall I ? 

MOTHER. 

Provided wifdom and health are 
caught in their turn. 

EMILY. 

Well, Mam111a ! to have done with the 
capricious perf on age, will you lend me 
the book you had in your pocket, the 
laft time we took a country ramble. You 
told me, it contained all the principles 
of moroJity. 

l\J OTHER • . 

You :fhall read it in time. 
EI ML Y. 

Pray, Man1111a, give it 111e now. It 
will 1nake me forget all the nonfenfe I 
heard at the c_f uileries. 

MOTHER. 

Every thing in due feafon. 
. book contains many paffages 

your cornprehen.Gon. 

That 
above 
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EMILY. 

But, Mamma, only one little paffage 
to learn by heart. I am f ure this is an 
innocent curiofity, and you cannot blame 
it. 

MOTHER. 
I even think it laudable. But Mr. 

l7erteuil carried the book you aik for 
away with hi1n yefrerday. When he re­
turns it, you ihall read a frag1nent of it; 
and you ihall afterward make me an ex­
trace fron1 it. 

EMILY. 
Frag1nent is as much as to fay, chap­

ter or portion, is it not ? And pray, 
what is an extracc ? 

1\10 THE R. 

To make an extract, is to take the 
fubfrance of a,ny work; that is, the prin­
cipal ideas, or what interefrs you the 
mofr, and to leave the re111ainder. There­
fore, you iliall tranfcribe from the book 
you mention, or the fragment yon will 
read, all yoL1 can underfrand, or what 
pleafes you the befr; and you ihali leave 
~11 you do not yet underftand, or what 
does not particularly pleafe yoL1. 
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EMILY. 

Yes, yes ! I underftand you. It is 
juft a fortnight fince you told me f o, and 
that it was a work that would anfwer two 
purpofes; becaufe you might judg~ by 
the extract, both of the undemanding of 
the author, and of that of the perfon 
who makes the extract; and you faid, 
you would let me do it this winter; and 
you likewife, that is) each of us feparate­
ly~ to fee which would do it beft. 

MOTHER. 

Is it exactly a fortnight frnce I faid fo? 
You have really a wonderful memory ! 

EMILY. 

That is, becaufe we talked of other 
matters ; and one thing brings to mind 
another, you know, Mamrna. It is like 
the links of a chain which are connected 
one with another, and whoever touches 

one, puts the whole in motion. 

Mo THE R. 

So that from one _to another (for we 
have here at · 1eaft half a dozen crouded 
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together in ftrange diforder) we have 
put a third in motion. 

EMILY. 
Becaufe it happened as we returned 

from Noel's vintage. 

MOTHER. 
That was certainly one of the principal 

links of the chain. 

EMILY. 

Noel faid, " God be praifed ! we 
fhall have a good feafon :" and when 
we came away, he added, " You fee, 
Mifs, how good your Mamma is, fhe will 
not f uffer me to leave my wine prefs to 
wait upon her, . as is my duty." His 
children then conducted us back in 
proceffion to the village; and fo, when 
we turned off to go home, you told me, 
Mam ma, that you would give me a fairy 
tale to read. 

MOTHER. 

Here we have a long feries of links 
indeed 1 But I was much to blame, my 
dear, to talk to you of faries, when I had 
fo favourable an opportunity of intro .. 
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ducing ancient fable, and of introducing 
Bacchus, the fon of Semele, and old Silenus; 
and of drawing a parallel between hi1n 
and our good neighbour, Noel, greatly 
to the advantage of the latter. 

EMILY. 

You would perhaps have found the 
right perfon to talk to, Mamma, on that 
fubject. When my brothers and I 
walk out together, Mr. P aufton explains 
a chapter in mythology to them, when­
ever they ·have given him fatisfaction in 
regard to their leifons in geometry; and 
my Governefs and I reap the advan­
tage without feeming to do it. 

MOTHER. 

Are thefe explications of mythology 
pretty frequent? 

EM r LY. 

Yes, Mamma, very muc~ fo. 
MOTHER. 

I am glad of it ; for it leads me to 
hope_ rour brothers will be fkilful geo­
metnc1ans. 

EMILY. 

Be.fide, I_ do not always accompany 
them in their walks ; and they know 
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many chapters which neither my Go­
vernefs nor I could profit by. 

MOTHER. 
I ihould indeed have been agreeably 

f urprifed, to have found I was talk.inc- of 
Bacchus and Silemu to one who ciuld 
have underftood me. 

EMILY. 
The fairy tale put the mythology out 

of your mind. 
MOTHER. 

I know not how the link of the fairy 
tale could be connected with that of the 
extract. Probably my links were not 
properly arranged that day. 

EMILY. 
Perhaps, Mamrna, the vintage of Noel 

came in between the1n; that is, we talk­
ed of the extract in the morning, and of 
the fairy tale in the evening. 

MOTHER. 
You are right to fay, that all your 

links are connected) and whoever touches 
one, moves the whole, efpecially in a 
chain fo unfteady as yours. 

EMILY. 
It was you, Mamma, who put all the 

links in motion. 
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MOTHER. 

Am I to be charged with that too? It 

feems then I do many things without 

knowing it. As to the fairy tale, I re­

member my promife, and fhall keep my 

word. · 
EMILY. 

Nay, I believe you promifed to write 

one on purpofe for me. 
MOTHER. 

_It pleafes you to fay fo·. But notwith­

ftandi-ng my refpecl: for your chain, I a_m 

very certain 0f the contrary. · 
EMILY. 

Are you _quite certain', Mamma ? 
MOTHER. 

I could not p'romife to perform impof-

fibilities. ' 
EM r LY. 

How impoffibilities? 

MOTHER. 

Imagination is req uifite to wrjte a fairy 

tale, and I have none. 
EMILY. . 

. No to be fure, you have. not imagina­

t ion enough ; while my Governefs in­

vented as many as ever I could wi!h, 

when I was little. Co1ne, co.1ne, you 

VoL. II. C 
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are not fond of fairy tales. I recollect now you once told me f o. 

MOTHER. 
Was it j uil: -a fortnight fince I t_old you that alfo ? . The day we went to the vintage feems to have . -been a day of general confeffion, as that -on .which you were at the 1I'uileries is becon1e a day of general re1ninifcerice. 

EMILY. 
But, Main.ma, why do you not like fairy- tales? .fi-re you not a little capri­cious? 

,. M 0 THE R. 1 • 
Perhaps I m;:iy. Who told you I was not f o as well as another ? ~ \ 

EMILY. 
Well, but I dare fay your caprice has always fame 1nocive or other. · 

MOTHER. 
Then yours has none ? 

EMILY. 
Perhaps it may, Mam1na; but I can­not find it out.---

M OTHER. 
Or perhaps you do not care to do it. 
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EMIL Y. 

Ah ! I know why you do not like fairy 
_tales. I now recolleB: it. You faid, fuch 
a mixture of folly and reafon was dif­

pleafing to you. 
MOTHER. 

What a memory ! but if you know my 
reafons, whether right or wrong, there is 
no occafion to afk them. 

EMILY. 

So then you do not approve of divert­
ing books? 

MOTHER. 

I fee very plainly, Emily, that if I let 
you go on, you will make me out to be 
a very conceited woman. I never ex­
clufively condemned any writing. 

EM J LY. 

Except it were ~f a f ooliih kind. 

MOTHER. 

1'-✓ ot even folly, if it be innocent. I 

have no defire to quarrel with the poets . 

EMILY. 

Are poets fools then ? 

MOTHER. 

All thofe who write from the imagina­
tion are accufed of being fo, more or lefs. 

C 2 
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They would be even forry not to deferve that reputation; and they would think themfelves robbed of the fineft laure-1 in their crown_. 

EMIJ~Y. 
Is folly the ffrft laurel in their crown? I 

MOTHER. 
Not wholly fo. They have only a malady in comn1on with fools ; but though the fymptoms be the fame, the ·caufe is very different. 

EMILY. 
Then poetry and folly are two maladies of different kinds. What are the fymp­toms common to both ? 

MOTHER . 
It is, that inH:ead of governing the fancy as wife men do, it is evident they are governed by Fancy, which, in f pite of themfelves, carries the1n where they did not intend to go. 

EMILY. 
That is not right n1ethinks. 

MOTHER. 
It would be highly blarnable in moral con.duel: ; but the conduct of a work of imagination is a very different thing; and 
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thofe whom nature has endowed with ta­

lents for f uch productions, would be 

hm?J-bled greatly not to poifefs this 

grain-.:.-
EMILY. 

Grain of folly, were you going to fay? 

MOTHER. 

Which is called poetic rapture in per­

fons _of genius. 
EMILY • 

. Whom do you call perfons of genius? 

MOTHER. 

Poets, muficians, fculptors, and pain­

ters. Thefe perf ons have all the fan1e 

mother. 
EMILY. 

Who is called---
M OTHER, 

Lnagination. 
EMILY, 

And poetic rapture is perhaps the;; 

governefs? 
MOTHER, 

Be it fo. 
EMILY. 

And if this poetic rapture fhould lead 

one of thefe _children into fairy land., you 

.are difpleafed. 
.C 3 
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MOTHER. 

I am lefs a friend to that field than any -Other; becaufe I am of opinion, . they are - more likely to wander out of their way anq. lofe themfelves; and, certainly, if I do not combat even folly, I have thQ greater right to difapprove extravagance. For my own part, being ihort-fighted, I -would pref er a field bounded by mora­lity and utility ; and to let the fancy of men be exerci(ed in imitating nature, ··which prefents them with exhauftlefs riches, inftead of plunging headlong into the land of chi1neras and ihadows; the treafures of which are alf o im1nenfe, but infipid and tiref ome. 

EMILY • . 
But if they are drawn into it by poetic raptures, in fpite of themfelves r 

MOTHER . 
Since you had n1ade a governefs of it, you muft recollect, that though her car­riage be apparently unftable, !he is not a perfon who acts without either rhy'me or reafon. · 

EMILY. 
I underftand you; !he has pr~nciples ' _peculiar to herfelf. 
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Mo THE R. 

,. And if either fhe or her children neg­
lect them, I am not obliged to follow 
them through all the labyrinths into which 
they oftentimes plunge themfelves. 

EMILY. 

But if thef e labyrinths lead to reafon? 

MOTHER. 
Is it not better to attain it by more 

direct paths ? Do you, my dear child, 
find the road that leads to it either too dry 
or difficult? Or do you think it in itfelf 
of fo unpleafant an af pect, that you can­
not fupport the fight of it, unlefs con­
cealed by the tattered trappings of folly ? 

EMILY. 

I, Mamma ! No, indeed. I think rea­
f on wears with you a familiar air • and 
you know I think it very amiable. ' 

MOTHER. 
I did not afk you for a compliment. 

But to fay nothing of its familiar air, fince 
it -. is b_eft feen when unadorned, can you 
thmk 1t a pro0f of good tafte to dre.fs it 
out in a Harlequin's jacket? 
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EMILY. 
_ However, Mamma, I recollect, you 
once told me, that fables were invented 
to difguife the truth; and you muft ac­
knowledge, there is an affinity between 
reafon and truth---

M OTHER. 
· And confequently morality. I ought 

likewife to acknowledge, that truth is 
alfo moft · beautiful when unadorned- as 
well as reafon. But according to your 
own remark~ as truth is not to be 
fpoken at al-1 tin•es, I conceive, that 
apologue or fable was firft rnade • ufe 
·of to

1 

conceal certain - truths, too dan­
gerous to be fpoken, or too painful to 
be heard. It is fcarcely poffible to utter 
difagreeable truth,s to a powerful and 
lfnjufr pe.rfon in any other manner: and, 
indeed, fable · firft had its birth in the 
coun.try of ~efpotifr~ and flavery. 

EMILY. 
I underftanti . you. Men dared not 

f peak, therefore they made the animab 
f peak in their place. 

MOTHER. 
True. 
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EM i LY. 

That brings to my mind the fable of 
the Wolf and the Lamb, who met on 
the banks of a rivulet. Do you know, 
Mamma, it made me cry. Yet I a1n 
not def po tic. 

MOTHER. 

, No, you are not in the clafs of wolves, 
but in that of lambs. 

EMILY. 

I thought of mine; and I faid, Ah ! 
iny poor P !acid! if thou hadft been there, 
thou wouldft have been fnapped up with­
out mercy. 

MOTHER. 

And, no doubt, you preached to him 
to keep at as great a diftance as poffible 
from the wolves ? 

EMILY. I 

Yes, yes, I underftand you. That i, 
the moral. 

MOTHER. 

You fee then, that fable, at le aft as 
it was originally conceived, is extre1nely 
fimple; that it is concife, nervous, fevere 
even in its ornaments ; and that it com,.. 
monly contains great fenfe. · 

. EMILY. 

That is true·. 'It comes into one's 
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mind when one leaft expects it, or is far 
from thinkii1g of it. · 

MOTHER. 
T'herefore, falfe as it is, it has almofc 

the fame fimple and noble appearance as 
reafon and truth. 

·EMILY. 
- Becaufe en1ployed. in their fervices; is it not ? 

MOTHER. 
Right. And good fervants adopt more 

or lefs the 1nanners of their 1nafters. 

EM r LY. 
And the fairies, .tvla1n1na? 

MOTHER. 
Do you remember the gentle1nan 

whom Mrs. Solignac brought to our houfe in the country, as fhe paffed that way ? 
EMILY. 

Yes_, Mamma---Vv as he an author ? 

MOTHER. 
Not entirely by profeffion, but from 

inclination. 

EMILY. 
Pray what is an author? 
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MOTHER. 

It is one who makes the _public the 
confident of his thoughts. 

EMILY. 

What advantage is there in that? 
Mo TH.ER. 

If his thoughts be ri~tural, beautiful, 
great; profound,. or new.., the advantage is­
great. He acq·uires pt1blic efre~em, and 
confidera.tio_n ; , TI.'ay; e·vih imrnortality. 
.. . ,, E ~IL Y.

1 

• • 

: V ~ry true ; ; it lS a lol)g time fince Mr. 
-Rollin died, anµ yet he employs me 
every day. But, if his thoughts be 
bad? 

. MOTHER. 

They are forgotten, as well as the 
author of them: 

I 

' EMILY. 

Are there many bad authors ? 
( 

MOT H _E R. 

· In every kind, the· middling and the 
bad are more co1nmon than the good. 

-EMILY.' . 

That is the reafon, I fuppofe, the good 
ones are fo valuable ? 

· ·MOTHER. , _J 

· Moft certainly! But t0 return to our 
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author; he told me, that he was paffion­
ately fond of fairy tales; that he---- had 
compofed feveral ; requefted me to reacL 
one of them only, and to give him 
my fentiments. before they fhould be 
printed. 

· EMILY. 
He wants to make you his confidant 

before he does the public. 
MOTHER. 

He has not made a good choice. But 
-if he fhould recollect: it, . and bring me 
one of them, we will read it together., 
and you will then judge of this kind of 
compofition from your own feelings. 
Perhaps I was wrong to exclude any kind 
of writing; it is unjuft that you fhould 
conf ortn to my opinion on my word 
only, without ex!:l,mination. 

EM i LY. 

That is, Mam1na, you will make me 
the umpire between you and the fairies. 

MOTHER. 
And not to influence your judgment, 

I will make this gentleman their counfel ; 
for fhould they be judged from the tales 
your Governefs con1pofed for you, when 
little, thefe ladies might perhaps accufe 
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me of having caufed them to be con­
demned on the weakeft pieces of their 
flock. 

EMILY. 

Well, Mamma ! you have promifed 
1ne to fpend one day more in the country, 
if the weather remain fine ; that will be 
a good opp0rtunity, if you think proper, 
to judge this caufe. 

-MOTHER. 

With all my heart : but I am fearful 
fuch an excurfion will not haften the im­
prove1nent of your complexion. 

EMILY. 

Nay, Mamma ! can you believe me 
capable of thinking of fuch-nonfenfe. 

MOTHER. 

Suppofe we think of our dinner, unlefs 
your walk, inftead of giving you an ap .. 
petite, has taken it away ? 

EMILY. 

They were, perhaps, two fairies and a 
genii I met this morning. Well, no 
matter ; Heaven blefs the1n, I fay. You 
are the fairy L uminous> and have dif­
enchanted meo 

VoL. IL D 
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_FOUR'l'EEN'l'H CONVERS.d'l'ION. 

EM I LY 

WELL, Mamma, fee! we have now 
paffed the turnpike. The weather is 
channing. We fhall be almoft two hours 
in the coach; it is juft the right time 
to read the fairy tale you have in your 
work-bag. · 

MOTHER-
Come then, fince we are f o well ac­

quainted with the road to our houfe, I 
confent, on two conditions only. The 
,firft is,. that you read it without any in,.. 
terrupt10n. 

EMILY. 
Then a fairy tale is of equal im por ... 

tarice with a bailiff's letter. 

Mo THE R. 
That is not precifely the reafon.. But, 

if we once fuffer ourfelves to make ex-
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curfions, reflexions, and interruptions, 

we fhall never get through it; and thofe 

ladies will fhew us more of the country 

than we want to fee. 

EMILY. 

I know you do not like to pafs more 

tnne with them than is needful. 

MOTHER. 

But as the ftory appears long, I will 

give you leave to read aloud, or to 

yourfelf, as you find mo.ft convenient ; 

for we mu[t not f uffer the ladies to fa­

tigue_ you. 
EMILY. 

\i\That is the other condi'cion, Marnma.-? 

MOTHER. 

It is, that as f oon as we arrive at 

our houfe, we will fay no more of the 

fairies. I own to you, ingenuouf1y, that 

I purpofed pafi_ing a day in the country 

with my Emily, and promifed n1yfelf 

much pleafure in it. The weather is fa­

vourable, and I ihould think it very 

hard to have thefe faires on my hands 

the whole day; and that they ihould 

break in upon our retirement. I do not 

.D 2 
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know whether you would like it, but I aff ure you I fhould not. 

EMILY. 
Nor I neither, Mamma. We ought to walk the whole day, in this fine wea­ther. 

MOTHER. 
Which would render this the fineft f-eafon of the year, if we did not daily lofe fome part of its beauty. 

EMILY. 
How do you mean, M amm a ? 

MOTHER. 
The fun lofes its force ; vegetation is ftopped; the plants expire ; the trees are ftripped of their leaves; and night fteals from the day. 'f his progrefs of nature toward repofe, this viGble and daily de­gradation, prefents the image of death, and makes you melancholy. 

EM IL Y. 
Not 111e, Mamma ! At leaft I do not perceive lt. 

MOTHER. 
I intended to fay, makes me 1nelan­c:holy. 

EMILY. 
Have a little patience, Mamma. In the fpring the leaves will appear again; 
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the flowers and the fruits will return ; 

and there will no longer be any imag~ 

of death. 
MOTHER. 

And therefore fpring enlivens all na­

ture, though it be a lefs agreeable feafon 

than the autumn : the weather frill par­

takes of the chills of winter, and is 

unfettled. It gives lefs than any other 

feafon ; but, in return, it promif es every 

thing. 
EMILY. 

And hbpe is a fine thing, is it not ? 
MOTHER. 

Do you not perceive, that children 

ref emble the f pring, except perhaps that 

it oftener performs what it promifes 

than they? 
EMILY. 

So now for the poor children again 

with all their faults. 
MOTHER. 

Do you complain, when I compare 

them to what_ is the moft interefting in 

nature? 
. EMILY. 

. I know, Mamma, how much you 

love them---But, a-propos ; am I melan­

choly? -

D 3 
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MoT HER. 
You muft tell me that ; I fee you con­

tinually laughing and jumping about. I 
know no further. . · 

EM i LY. . 
~ell! I am going to read the tale. 

Perhaps it will inf orrrl me what I am. 
Gh ! it is the Happy Jjland: It is a pro .. 
1nifing title. 

Mo THE R. 
Or the Aerial Vowj. 

EMILY.-
So, then ! ( She r:eads.) 

THE H A p p y I s L AN D ; 
OR, THE AERIAL Vows. 

THE Princefs Regentine, fovereign of 
the Happy Hland, was left a widow about 
two and twenty days after her marriage. 
Her hufband, who is not reprefented in 
hiftory as a wonderful genius, was f oolifh 
enough to kill himf elf with his own gun, 
as he was leaping a ditch with much grace 
and agility, in purfuit of a hare. When 
the Princefs heard of this fatal and unex­
pected cataftrophe, ihe made a vow 
never to marry again. She was with-
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child, :and hoped the birth of a fon would 
be a juftification of her vow ; but 
though £he -was brought to bed of twin 
daughters, fhe ftill faw no reafon to 
change her refolution. 

The eldeft of her daughters, named 
Celeftina, was beautiful as an angel. Her 
ikin was like the dazzling whitenefs of 
mountain fnow, her .complexion brilli­
ant, her large blue eyes, and fine hair, 
her noble, and majeftic aii, together 
formed a moft enchanting object. She 
attracted all eyes, though it were impof ... 
fible to look on her for five minutes with 
fafety. 

The moft fafhionable people at court, 
jealous of their reputation of intrepidi ... 
ty, in defying the danger, contracted a 

habit of twinkling their eyes, which in­
deed was thought fomewhat affected by 
the critics , but which gave to the moft 
·ordinary countenance an infinite deal of 
expreffion. Several noblemen were fo 
dazzled, that they could only fee in the 
dufk of the evening. From the date of 
this accident, thofe families are diftin­
guifhed by bearing owls in their coats of 
arms. Y·et, as it was the mode to ogle 
the young Princefs, or rather as it was 
impoffible to avoid it, neceffity, the 
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parent of fnvention, eftablifhed it as a 
rule at coprt, · that none fhould appe.ar 
there witheut a pair. of green fpectacles. · 

This cu:(l:om was at firft adopted with , 
a degree of timidity by the ·moil: hardy 
votaries of new fafhions; but it was 
foon crowned with fuccefs, and became 
as common as the mode of borrowing 
from the harnefs of the horf es buckles 
for the fhoes. 1· 

A nofe without green fpeB:acles would 
have been ta,ken at court. for a nofe of 
the fixteenth century; nay, it would have 
been a kind of indecency to have been 
f een with a naked nofe. 

The ·ladies were indeed excufed wear­
ing this ornament, finding it more ex­
pedient to turn their eyes another way 
when their duty called the1n to attend 
the Princefs ; but their heads being _ ~11 
turned from her, was not a lefs ftriking 
homage paid to this peerl~fs beauty, than 
the green fpect.acles all directed toward 
her. On court days, the refult _of thefe 
evolutions· wanted neither rapidity nor 

' l 
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variety, whenever the Princefs was dif­
pofed to a frequent change of place. 

The artifts of the nation, dif played on 

this occafion, according to cufl:om, that 
vaft creative genius which fo eminently 

diftinguifhes them. The moil: pleafing 

forms, the moil: light, and the moil: va­
rious, f ucceeded with unheard of rapidity. 

. F rom round fpeB:acles, they paffed to 
oval, fquare, and cylindrical; fome were 
made like telefcopes, the tubes of which 

were more than fix lines in length ; and 
thofe, who were defirous of diftinguifhing 

themfelves for their attachment thereby, 

never wore any other. A week feldom 
paired, without fo111e new invention, and 
f eldom did the difcovery f et bounds to 
human fkill. The profound fagacity 

with which they knew how to adapt 

every kind of f peB:acle to every kind of 

nofe, was a fubjecl: worthy of ad111iration 

in every foreign academy. But the laft 

and moil: aftonifhing effort, was the in­
vention of elaftic fpectades; the me-­
chan ifrn of which was fo delicate and 

fufceptible, that they moved at the leaft 
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motion of the Princefs. They . were 
called fenfitive fpectacles ; for fenfibility 
was the fa!hionable diforder in the Happy 
lfland; and it would be difficult to con­
vey any idea of the ravages made in 
that century; which may juftly be called 
the Century of Refinement. But thefe 
particulars are lefs the province of hif­
tory, than the ericyclopedia of arts, which 
n1uft be confulted in the article, Spectacles. 

C eleflina, feeing herfelf ahnoft as foon 
as fhe left her cradle, the caufe of fo fur­
prifing a revolution, could not help con:_ 
ceiving .a high opinion, if not of her 
own merit, at leaft of her ftars; and the 
moft fkilful cafuifts have not yet deter­
mined which of thefe two opinions are 
beft calculated to lead people aftray in 
their journey through life. The Princefs 
f oon claffed herfelf among the pheno-
111ena of the age ; ihe even fuppofed, 
that the ifland governed by her mother 
had received the epithet of Happy, for 
no other reafon, than having been def­
tined to give her birth. By the fame 
ftrength of argument, !he was perf uaded, 
that there could be no living out of her 
country; and that every where elfe_. 
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people only vegetated. She therefore 
made an irrevocable vow to fix in the 

place where fhe was born. 
This ifland, which was feparated from 

the continent only by a very narrow 
{height, but deep enough to drown upon 

occafion, 1nen, arms, and baggage, of .. 
f ered, on all fide~, at le aft to f uperficial 

obfervers, the i1nage of Happinefs. From 
morning to night, every one thought 

oaly of diverfion. None were employed 

in reflecting on the future ; the paft left 
no traces behind ; the prefent moment 

employed all their thoughts. And, if a 

continuation of pleafure did not produce 

fatiety, they would have been ignorant 
in that happy country, · even of the pof ... 

fibility of gaping, and wearinefs. But -

eternal and immutable laws having placed 

the excefs of fatietv, near the excefs of 
enjoyn1ent, the Happy Jjland, in propor ... 

tion as the art of enjoyment beca1ne re­
fined, was inhabited by perf ons addicted 

to exaggeration from error in opinion ; 
rather greedy of events, than really 
touched, o,r charmed with the contem­

plation of the beauties of nature or art, 
inceffantly employed, and without fuccefs, 

in beguiling t}:ieir ennui; lofing the fecret 
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of true enjoyment, by running after 
pleafure and its fhadow. 

If it were a misfortune to C eleftina to 
have been born during the violence of 
this contagious malady, it was frill a 
greater one to become the obj eel: of pub­
lic admiration to fo tiref ome and frivolous 
a people. Though fhe was endowed 
with great fenfe, fhe was not able to 
fave herfelf from the ravages that ex­
ceffive and repeated flattery produces 

' in the beft organized heads._ O.ne of the 
flighteft inconveniences attending it was, 
that, without any exertion to pleafe on 
her part, fhe had only to be.flow one 
glance to fecure conqueft; all her wifhes 
being no f ooner formed than fatisfied, fhe 
contraB:ed a habit of perf eel: indolence ; 
and thus did her moft zealous admirers 
inceffantly endeavour to render her every 
-day lefs worthy of admiration. 

Her fifter was called Renet, becaufe 
her face was round, fomewhat refembling 
an apple ; fhe wasi neither tall nor fhort, 
brown nor fair, ugly nor handfome; in 
fhort, none knew, nor wifhed to know 
what fhe was. Some philofpher only 

., 
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only, who, in court ·days, retired ihto a 
corner of the Prefence Chamber, holding 
no com1nunication even with each other, 
feeing all things without fee·1ning to be 
f o, were f uf peB:ed, we know not o~n 
what grounds, of difcovering ihe had 
black eyes and an expreffive counte­
nance; and they were accufed of fec1 etly 
thinking fhe would in time equ :..l her 
fifter. But during the rage for green 
fpeB:acles, it would have been dan­
gerous to have let fuch a daring opinion 
tranfpire fo very oppoiite to the received 
one. 

None of thefe conceited humourifts 
difputed the fuperiority of Celeflina's 
underftanding; they were contented with 
rernarking, that the mind of Renet was 
aB:ive and refleB:ive. As ihe was obliged 
to feek refources in herfc:lf, and in a 
commerce with the ciead, fhe was certain 
of never being difi::urbed in her reflec­
tions; and fhe found no food for her 
genius except what ilie procured for her­
felf; but this necefiity, joined to a kind 
of neglect fhe lived in, though in her 
rnothcr's court, far fr0tn being prej-udicial 
to her, turned_greatly to he1· advantage. 

VoL, II. E 
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. If any one, through inattention to the re­
ceived- cuftoms, thought fit to converfe 
with her, he was quite aftonifhed to 
find her capable of making an anf wer ; 
happily this difcovery could be of no con­
fequence in a court, that declared itfelf 
an enemy to every kind of thought and 
reflection. 

What contributed . toward rendering 
Renet the more interefting was, that ihe 

_ was the fartheft of any at court fro1n 
thinking fhe had merit. She was fo con1-
pleatly blind in this article, her admira-. 
tion for her fifter was fo fincere, that 
looking on her in all refpects as a per­
fect model, ihe was nearly lofing, by a 
111iftaken imitation, the fimplicity and 
valuable part of her own character. 
The deference {he paid her fifter, who 
at mo!t was her fenior only by a few 
minutes, was the moil: complete. No 
fooner was ihe, for exarnple, infonned 
of the vow C eleflina had made, than ihe 
thought herfelf bound to 111ake one di­
rectly oppofite, of accepting, without 
murmur, the firft perfon that the politics 
of her 111other ihould judge expedient for 
her to marry out of her own country. 
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Regentina, with a co1nmanding de­

portment, po.ffeffed all the effential qua­

lities that can be de.fired in a great Prin­

cefs ; yet there was in her ufual con­

duct, a certain indifference, which indeed 

was not eauly difcovered; and never ap­

peared in her public conduct. The 

thouQ:htleifnefs from which it arofe de­

pend'ed rather on the atmofphere fhe 

breathed, which was not in l.mifon with 

the firmnefs and conftancy of her cha­

racter. Her application to buunefs was 

in no wife injurious to the channs of her 

wit, her tafte for the arts, or that deli­

caie and conftant fufceptibili ty which 

were manifeft in the 1noft trifling oc­

currences; and which fee111ed incom­

patible with a frivolous underftanding; 

yet all were aftonifhed to find in her an 

indifference for the prefent events, and 

a certain repugnance to interfere in 

them. 
Thus, the duties of government had 

not caufed her to neglect the education 

of her daughters ; but, as in every thing 

elfe, £he only thought on the general 

plan ; and having ordered the principal 

rules, fhe lo_oked on the minute as below 

her attention, and confided with fu 1 fe .. 
E 2 
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curity in thofe to whom !he had given up the direcl:ion of it. Confequently, the refu]t was a yery indifferent education. Celeflina was not preferved from any of the dangers to which her exterior ad~ vantage daily expo fed her; and R enet was indebted only to the kind of forget-. fulnefs in which ihe lived ; though in her mother's court -under the eye, yet apparent~y unobferved by her. Critical travellers were afto:iiihed, how a Princefs fo ~ccomplifued_, and fo juftly celebrated, could neglecl: fo material an article. vVe ~re !gnor.ant 'Yhether .it proceeded from negligen.~e or defign that f.<egentina omitt~d a very important -cer~mony at the birth of the Pririceffes. Three old dotards, who aff umed the title · and rank of fairies; and who_, from time imme~ morial, intermeddled_, r1ght or '?{rong, in what did not concern then1, had acquired a right of dicl:ating and ordering in every family. Amongft other cuftoms, it was ufual to invite them to all births, though ever fo inconfiderable. Entertainments 
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were made for them ; and -the new born 

infants were put under their protection. 

They, on their part, aifumed airs of i1n­

portance, whifperecl impertinent nothings 

in each others ears, packed the cards., 

told the childrens fortunes with tedious 

ceremonies, and pretended by all this 

grimace to avert the malignant influence 

of fome evils genius, nay of the ftars 

themfelves. The fact was, the fate of 

the children often depended on the pre­

f ents that were heaped on thefe ladies, 

and the good cheer that was provided for 

them: and for fuch great perfonages, it 

muft be owned they were neither enough 

difinterefted nor indifferent to fuch ple­

fures. 
However that might be, Regentina 

either too amiable, or too carelefs to 

attend to thefe witches, had totally for­

gotten them; and her firft. phyfician, the 

only perfon, who, in virtue of his office., 

could take the liberty of f peaking at 

the tin1e of her delivery, was a Free~ 

thinker, who had no faith in fairies ; he 

was delighted on this occafion to fail in 

his duty. 
This connoiffeur put the three old 

E 3 
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women into a moft diabolical temper. They had been at confiderabl~ expence in the article of drefs, that they might appear at fo brilliant a court with a fplendor fuitable to their rank, and the high reputation they enjoyed. When they found they had been at a needlefs expence, they made fuch a clamour, that it has ever fince been compared to the hurly-burly of the lower world. It was not their fault, if the Happy 1.fland was not [wallowed up. They made a folernn vow, never to fet foot in it ; all the ftorms, hail, tempefts, they could raife, were not wanting in their proper feafons to the fubjefts of Regentina. Unhappily, every one was fo taken up in diverting themfelves, that they had not time to obfcrve fuch trifling inconveniences. The firft phyfician, who, in his quality of philofopher, could not fail taking notice of it, was as arch as an old baboon, and laughed in his fleeve at the refent­ment of their High Mightineffes. An old tire-woman, greatly attached to antiquated cuftoms> feeing the Prin­-ceifes improve in ftature and beauty, notwithftanding they had not been placed under the protection of the old fairies, 
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took upon her to talk to Regentina. 
She chofe a favourable opportunity. Re­
gentina favoured the propofal, as an op­
portunity of giving a continuation of 
fuperb entertainments, of difplaying her 
magnificence, and of diverfifying (it 
fignified not on what occafion) the uni­
formity of a Court, always amufed, and 
confequently always weary. I am really., 
faid fhe, to the tire-woman, greatly o­
bliged to you. You bring to my reme1n­
brance a fault which I have committed, 
and muft be repaired. It will not be 
long before my daughters muft marry. 
Celeflina is too much taken up with her­
felf; and I could wifh R enet was not 
quite fo ready to imitate her. This is 
the very moment to conf ult their ftars, 
befide it will amufe us ; and when the 
ladies are returned home, the prin­
cipal Efquire will counterfeit them to 
perf ecl:ion. 

She immediately named three Ambaf­
fadors, to wait upon the three fairies, on 
her part, and to invite them to honour 
the Happy lfland with i:heir auguft pre­
fence. The Council fet about prepar­
ing inftructions; which were then looked 
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upon as mafter-pieces of depth and fub­
tlety. Two Minifters of State were in­
vefted with the reprefentative character, 
to attend the Fairy Forejight, and her 
young<'.'.ft fifter, the Fairy Prudence, who 
refided in the fame aerial palace. They 
were both very renowned ladies, and, 
exclu 1vely of their love for goffiping, 
very agreeable cornpany. The reputa­
tion of the third was of a doubtful 
nature. It was the cuCT::om to make 
choice of her through policy, to pre'vent 
her, by the attention ihewn her, from 
playing tricks on the children, and which 
induced people to adopt her, even with­
out confulting her inclination. She was 
called the Fairy C apricfrus : an officer of 
the guards, was fixed on to execute the 
commiHion of Ambaifador from Regen­
tina to her. 

This was a delicate affair; it required 
great :{kill and knowledge of bufinefs, to 
giofs · over the neglect that had been 
:fhewn the1n, and tQ. re111ove every idea 
that might bring to their remembrance 
the raih vow they had made. The art 
was, to perfuade them, that Regentina 
·was unwilling to intercept their more im­
portant function, till the laft extremity; 
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and when their protection and experi.,. 
ence became abfolutely neceifary for her 
daughters ; for differing from thofe reft­
lefs and unthinking mothers, who pre­
fumed to interrupt them every inftant, ol} 
the moft trifling oce::afions, and deranged 
the doctrines of the univerf e for the fake 
of a little worthlefs chit. 

The management of an in.finite num­
ber of circmnftances was left to the fkill 
of the Ambaffado.rs, who had readinefs 
1n improving a lucky opportunity; it was 
juft hinted to them, that what would fen­
fi~ly affect the fairies Prudence and Fore-
jight, would m9-ke but . a flight impreffion 
on the fairy Capricious, who refided in q. 
great meaf ure, alone and f orfaken, in a 
retired palace ; all the apartments of 
y.,hich 'Yere laid out in fmall clofets. The 
~rchitecr of this fingular palace had made 
himf elf im1nortal by the invention of 
thefe clofets, in compliance with the tafte 
of his Auguft tvlifrrefs; and it is afferted, 
that they were originally deftined to th~ 
pu·rpofe of indulging ennui. 

The other two fairies, though they had 
not fo many clofets, were not the lefa 
weary in .their _palace, and experienced 
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many dull moments, though abforbed in 
great affairs, yet felt the rnoft lively joy 
at the arrival of the Am.baffadors fro1n 
the Happy Jjland. It cannot be denied, 

-that they recejved the1n with a diftant 
kind of dignity, though their refentn1ent 
was f oftened from the addrefs of the 
Ambaffadors in flily introducing into the 
negociation at their firft audience, that 
Regentina had deferred the ceremony 
only to render it n1ore fplendid; and that 
the preparations had taken up all the in­
tennediate ti1ne. This infinu:ition made 
a profound i'Tipreffion, as it promifed 
them admirable entertaimnent. They 
had now only to efface the remembrance 
of the ufelefs expences of the toilette, to 
which they had put the1nfelves; they fet 
about the fame employment with great 
readinefa, but with a fuitable flownefs · 
to fave appearances, and conceal from 
the Ambaffadors, who were curious 
fpecrators of their defigns, their real foli­
citude. 

The buunefs of the toilette being 
accornpliihed, a waiting-woman had the 
imprudence to put the ladies in mind of 
their vow. 

Luckily, it was too late to make re­
flections, Prudence made no other reply 

..... 
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than darting a furious look ~t her, to dif­
mifs her from her office, order her beau­
tiful ferpent 'I'ricotor to be harneffed ; 
then rnounting him, and taking Fore.fight 
up behind her, who, being provided with 
her telefcope, rnade ufe of her fifter's 
fhoulder to place it in fuch a manner, 
that no future event might efcape her 
during their journey. In a twinkling 
they arrived at the Happy Jfland, which 
was but nineteen hundred and twenty­
three furlongs from their refidence ; they 
made their folemn entry im111ediatel y 
* in fiocchi, over the tops of the houfes, 
amidft the accla111ations of the numerous 
inhabitants of the capital, who fung in 
full band, this chorus of Piccini: 

t Allons, allofls, accourez tous, 

Ces Dames vont defcendre, 

The officer who was deputed as Am­
baffador to Capricious, met not with fuch 
fuccefs. She had indeed made a vow to 
vifit the Happy Jfland; but that was pre­
cifely the reafon why fhe fhould not yet: 
befide, it was her defign to fall into it 

,. In fl ocks. 

t Come, corn~, let us all run, 

The ladies are coming down! 
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like a bomb, without being invited, that 
1t might look like a vifit en pa.ffant; and above all, exprefs her high dif dain. Neither was it her intereft to be in com­pany with the two ladies her neighbours> for f o fhe called thofe relations fhe dif­liked. The arrival, therefore, of this Ambaffador, was extremely difagreeable ro her on every account. 

Not to lofe time, fhe fixed the firft audience at five o'clock the next morn­ing. Though the Ambaffador might be flattered, by this extraordinary hafte, he wifhed to have, at leaft, one day to re­cover the fatigue of a hard journey, and make fuitable preparation for a cere­mony f o auguft ; but every thing was f o hurried that this entry became famous in hiftory, by the name of the Procef­fion of Ghofts; becaufe all the retinue had the look and appearance of it ; and the n1agnificence that was then difplayed> rendered the whole truly ridiculous. 
When the Ambaffador arrived at the foot of the great ftair-cafe, he was con- . ducted to the clofet of the dwarfs be­longing to the court, where he had lei­f ure to recover his fpirits, and reflect on the plan of his negotiation; for the fairy made him wait five tedious hours. Th~ 
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chief MaH:er of the Cererrtonies, notwith­

ftanding his long fervices, and great 

experience, had never before feen any 

thing of the kind_; he was vexed, and 

did not dare to raife his eyes to his 

Excellence. The Ambaffador, not being 

willing to debafe his chara~er, by ex­

preffing his impatience, . walked about 

with an eafy air, in a room- which was 

but fix feet by four; and began to whifi:le 

all the airs· iri the cornic operas he was 

acquai~ted with, though he was obliged 

to begin many of them feveral times, 

which greatly mortified him. At length 

he was introduced to the clofet of au­

dience, and reeeived with the mofi: ex­

traordinary marks of affability, conde­

fcenfion, and elegance of ma;nners. The 

fairy paid hi[!l, and ber who fent him, 

fo many witty complimen~s, overwhelm­

ed him wit:h f o many ingenious, interefi:­

ing, and polite quefi:ions, that his Ex­

cellency was difconcerted, and abaihed, 

and could never gain the power of utter­

ing one word .of his harangue on the 

fubject of his million. , 

A whole month psiffed without the 

Atnbaffador being able to open the 

bufinefs, i:nuch · 1efs adval)ce it, t})oug4. 

VoL. II. . F 
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he negotiated day and night. Capricious 
wanted to gain time, · that fhe 1night re- -
gulate her conduct by that of her coufins ; 
that is to fay, to ~ct in direct oppofition 
to them. She was ftifled with rage, 
when fhe heard they were arrived in the 
Happy 1.fland. Her violence againft them, 
for their conte1npt and f orgetfulnefs of -
their vow, was exceffive. In her fury, 
fhe pref erred ranging the three hundred 

- and fixty-five clofets of her palace, and 
tormenting her wo1nen and herf elf, to the 
honour of partaking the homage of the 
Happy lfland with the two fairies. Her 
firft care, was to difmifs the Ambaffador. 
She exprefsly fell fick, that fhe might 
fend him away politely. He was intro­
duced to the bed-clofet on tip-toe. He 
was informed, that the fairy had the ner­
vous complaint in a moft horrible man­
ner, and entreated hi1n to have the c01n­
plaifance to recite his harangue in a low 
voice, without, however, retrenching any 
part of it, becaufo _fhe he_ld facred the 
rights of na,tlons. . One of her ladies, in 
night cloaths, -yvas placed by her order in 
her bed, who feemed to br-eathe with great 
difficulty, the curtains being kept fhut. 
The fairy faw every thing from an f\d, 
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joining clofet, and then firft tafted pure 

happinefs. The Ambaifador's harangue 

lafted near half an hour; but it was pro­

nounced in fo low a voice, that he had 

made an end of it almoft half an hour 

more before any one perceived it. The 

pretended fairy then half opened the 

curtains, . and held out her piftachio co­

loured glove for him to kifs ; and the 

Chancellor concluded the ceremony, 

though in a frill lower voice than the 

. Ambaifador, who was reconducl:ed with 

the ufual forms, after receiving the cuf­

tomary prefent in pick-tooths. 
Regentina's thoughts were diverted 

from the f uccefs of her enterprife, by 

greater cares. The two old women had 

complied with her requeft, fooner than 

fhe expected, and nothing was prepared 

for their ente·rtainment. Befide, it was 

impoffible at firft to banifh all etiquette, 

· and ceremony, with fuch exalted per­

f onages ; which was extreme I y difagree­

able to Regentina, who moft cordially de­

tefted it. Another circumftance contri­

l?uted to her dif pleafure. When thefe 

ladies were fent for to new-born infants, 

they dif patche.d the bufinefs of their def-
F 2 · 
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tiny in a twinkling, in the chamber·of 
the lying-in lady, whofe health it was 
needful to confult; but in this cafe the 
fairies pretended, that the oracle, concern­
ing two fuch illuftrious Princeffes, c1.rrived 
at their age, ought to be publicly pro­
nounced with great pomp. . 1'hey ex­
peEted, on f o brilliant an occafion, to 
furpafs even thernfelves; and it was in 
vain to perf uade them to give up the 
.idea. 

Regentina, on her part, was not fond 
of giving entertainments incognito; it 
afforded her pkafure to behold the idl~ 
aifembling from all parts of the world to 
admire her tafte ana magnificence. Rea­
fons of State forbad_e the. admiffion of 
ftrangers to the ceremony of pronounc .. 

.ing the Oracle ; becaufe family f-ecrets"' 
paft, prefent, and to come, were of too 
delicate a nature to be difclofed in thei_r 
-prefence; and there · was no anfwering 
.for the old women's tongues when once 
they opened their mouths. This mode 
.of theirs, as it muft be fubmitted to, was 
rextremellf difagreable to Regentina. 
Cards of invitation were fent to all the 
neighbouring Princes, friends, and allies, 
to ·honour the rejoicings that were to 
fucceed the Oracle; and to lafi: nine 
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days. This evafion, contrived by the 
Mafter of the Ceremonies, conciliate'1 
all parties, and was univerfally admired. 
It was alfo inferted in all the Gazettes, 
that every il:ranger, having a right to 
wear green fpeB:acles, would be admit­
ted at Court at the fame ti1ne:, without 
further proof. 

The fairies, having fully conf ulted 
their conjuring books, the day for pro­
nouncing the Orach~ was fixed, and an­
·nounced, by found of trumpet, in all the 
fquares and ftreets of the city. The po­
pulace affen1bled at fix in the morning, 
in the great place before the Palace. At 
-nine, the fairies appeared in robes of ce­
remony, with wands made of fugar-can­
dy, in the great balcony, on which a 
f pacious alcove was conftructed ; the 
whole covered with a canopy of gauze, 
orna1nented with all i1naginable elegance 
and fplendor. They took their feats 
with great dignity, upon two tripods of 
confiderable height, and ikilfully en­
graved with cabaliftical figures, with 
their legs · hanging down., accordi-Rg to 

their cuftom; becaufe it was not expe­
dient they fhould touch the ground, ex­
_cept by the ·tripods ; neither was any 

F 3 
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profane foot-ftool, or cricket allowed 
to approach the facred feat of infpi­
ration. Regentina's throne was placed on 
the right fide of _the alcove, at a con­
venient di(l:ance, fo · as· not to interrupt 
the gefticulatioi;is of the ladies. The 
two young Princeffes were feated on 
folding chairs, at the feet .of their mo­
ther, in the attitude of victims, awaiting 
their fentence. All the great officers of 
.ftate furrounded their .Sovereign. The 
ferpent :I:ricolor hovered in the air over 
the great place, and blended his hiffing, 
replete with prediction, with the re­
founding trm11pets of Regentina's guards, 
who pai~aded in view of the great bal- · 
cony, at the back of the fountain, whofe 
waters rife higher, and in larger quan­
tities than thofe of St. Cloud and Heren­
haufen, put together; · and which f erved 
to refrefh the ferpent during the cere­
mony. 

When all the company had taken their 
-places, a univerfal filence fucceeded the 
,noif e of 11he trumpets, and the acclama­
ttions of the people. The two fairies, 
after blowing their nofes thrice, and 
n1aking many ugly faces at each other, 
·which announced the approaches of in­
f piration, pronounced the moft pompous, 
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the moil: diffufive, the moil: obfcure, the 
moil: unmeaning, and the longeft oracle, 
that ever has: been handed down to pof­
terity. It lafted, without intermiffion, 
nearly fix lrours by the clock, with fuch 
agitation, fcreams, geftures, and vehe- ' 
me nee, as f urpaffed all imagination. 
The two fifters relieved each .other al­
ternately; overcome by f uch a torrent of 
words as to furpafs all human patience. 
When the expiring voice of one gave 
notice that her powers were exhaufted, 
the other with piercing fcreams, caught 
the expiring fyllable, till the latter, op­
preffed by the fecundity of the fubject, 
could take advantage in her turn, of the 
languor of her coadjutrix, and again 
make herfelf miftrefs of the Princeffes' 
ftars. During the laft hour and a quar­
ter, the enthufiafm rifing progreffively 
to its height, they both began talking 
together, with fuch volubility, fuch ex­
traordinary and continued yells, f uch 
violent contorfions and gefticulations, 
that their wands were reduced to cinna­
mon; a total extinction of voice, a de­
·privation of all their tacul ties, put an 
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end to the oracle, to the great regret 
of the fairies, who feared they had not 
done enough for f uch great Princeffes on 
f o f plendid an occafion. 

This day was fet down in the annals 
of the Happy Jjland, a·s a day of cala­
mity. The accidents it occafioned were 
innumerable. Regentina herfelf, not­
withftanding the ftrength of her mind and 
conftitution, fainted away two or three 
times; and they were obliged , to have 
recourfe to falts and frent-waters for her 
recovery. Though the Princeffes had 
made very hearty breakfafl::s, refrefh­
ments were brought them continually, 
to keep up their fpirits ; and the whole 
Court took advantage of the opportunity 
to regale themfelves beyond their wants. 
The populace crowded together in the 
great place, confumed in lefs than two 
hours, all the refrefhments that had 
been prepared for the whole time the 
feafi:s were to lafi:. Thus, not to men­
tion the unexpected and enormous ex­
pence, one of the moft augufi: cere­
monies, began with fo much decency 
and gravity., degenerated by its unfore­
feen length., into a fcene of the moft 
fcandalous tumult, Luckily the fairies 
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were too fl:rongly poff effed, and two full 
of their fubjep: to pay any attention to 
·it, h_earing nothing except the decrees 
they pronounced with fo 1nuch elo­
quence and perfeverance, and therefore 
could take no· offence at any thing that 
paffed around them. 

The moft mat~rial thing was, to get 
them to change their linen, and to give 
them tea fweetened with capillaire. 

While the whole Court were eager to 
compliment them on their fuccefs, the 
firft phyfician, more vexed than any one 
~lfe .with the tirefome cere1nony at which 
he had been prefent, came forward, ·and 
r c:. i ...... t..,,, ___ ,('".> ~ .C kl_ - ...... T?~ -hYbilc. t-A .-o- - -· 
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himfelf for what he had fuffered, he or­
dered them immediately to bed, without 
taking any nourifhment. 

This prefcription threw them into 
great ccmfternation. They were very 
fond of good cheer; and Regentina's 
table was exquifite, not to mention that 
t~ey flood in need of recruiting their 
ftrength, quite exhaufted by pronouncing 
the oracle. Yet, how could they dare . 
difobey fuch a pofirive injunction? They 
had mor,e faith_ in phyfic than the firft 
phyfician had in oracles. Nine days _ of 

/ 
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continued feafring and fitting up late, 
and making a figure, infpired them with 
fome apprehenfions for the freihnefs of 
their c01nplexions, which at a certain 
age is a 1natter of f ome confide ration; 
and when the bloom of youth is paft, 
requires, as is well known, rnore care 
than can be f uppofed. They yielded 
with fome regret to frill greater facri­
fices. 

After recovering a little the fatigue 
into which this tedious ceremony had 
thrown the whole nation, not one perfon 
could recollect a word of the unintelli­
gible jargon that had been buzzed in 
their ears, except the following trivial 
though popular fentences: 'I hat Celefrina 
Jhould be his who would take her without 
green, whilfl Renet would be taken through 
green. Upon the whole, they were fo 
fatisfied at being relieved from the 
dreadful fatigue of that day, without any 
further inconvenience, and it was in ge­
neral fo repugnant to the generality 
of the inhabitants of the Happy l.fland to 
dwell for any time on the fame fubject, 
that every individual made the 1noft fa­
vourable interpretation of what he had 
heard, that no 1nore 1night be faid of it. 
In the lapfe of time, this famous oracle, 
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in which the emphatical word could not 
be comprehended, became fo clear, that 
whatever _ happ~ned to the Princeffes, 
every one exclaimed; 'Ihe Oracle has 

· rightly foretold. 
The evening of this memorable day, 

there was f uch a prodigious concourfe of 
ftrangers, that the greateft part of them 
were forced to lodge in tents ; and there 
was reafon to apprehend, that this terrible 
f courge of famine would correct the days 
confecrated to -feftivity and · joy, into 
days of mourning and def pair. This in­
cident was generally afcribed to the arti­
fice of Capricious; however, it was need­
ful to feek a prompt and efficacious re­
medy. The guardian fairies agreed to 
furnifh provifions, on condition they 
ihould be paid in ready money, or good 
bills ; but they were nearly deprived of 
the means of performing their engage­
ment. Three-fourths of their power was 
reduced with the defiruEtion of their 
wands ; and it was pretended their em­
barrafment occafioned a fecond triumph 
to Capricious, who faw all that paffed fro1n 
the moft elevated of her clofets. The 
£rfr phyfician, .on ithe contrary, threw 
out his farcafms on the inconfideratenefs 
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with which the old. fools had deftroyed· 
the 1noft ufef ul- implement of their trade; 
and the vulgar paid but little refpeft to 

fairies without wands. 
At length, the High Madhal propofed 

to faften all the covered waggons in the 
country to the tail of the ferpent Tricolor, 
and to difpatch hi1n_ and this equipage to 
all the markets oh the continent, at..the 
fame time. It was calculated, that in 
fixty-three 1ninutes• alild eleven feconds, 
he might t come back with an ample fup­
ply of provifions. But the difficulty was 
to prevail on a nobleman ·of his rank to 
accept of f o ·baf e a comn1iffion. The 
fairies themf'elves, accompanied by the 
two Princeffes waited on him to .make 
the propofal in the in.oft fuppliant man­
_ner. Many preju.dices 1nuft be con­
quered on his part; but what cannot 
weeping beauty accomplifli? What can-: 
not humanity and patriotifm perform in 
great minds ? The heart of the noble 
ferpent was foftened ; he fet out with all 
the covered waggons at his tail, like a 

fi1nple purveyor; and at his return, was 
honoured, as he juftly deferved, with the 
civic crown, which he frill bears in his 
arn1s, as a f-eward for faving the citizens. 
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This fudden monopoly was the real caufe, 
though then little known, of the famine 
that defolated at that time the whole 
continent; fo difficult is it to do good 
to ·one party without injuring the other. 

No f ooner were they relieved from 
this difficulty, than another ftarted up, 
though of a lefs alarming nature. Mil­
lions had been expended on equipages, 
liorfes, harneff es, and liveries; each was 
ambitious of ruining himfelf the fafteft, 
and with the moft tafte : all this expence 
was nearly thrown away, on account of 
the great number of people, which pre­
vented the ufe of coaches. 

N otwithftanding the fairies, who were 
fond of this fpecies of magnificence, 
made ufe of the broken bits of their 
wands, to remove the houfes, and to 
make all the ftreets as wide as that of 
Piccadilly in. London; Regentina herfelf, in 
the height of that epidernic fury, which 
converted all the beautiful gardens into 
narrow {heets, would never fuffer to be 
conftruct:ed any of thofe clof e arid narrow 
ftreets, in which two coaches cannot pafs 
without touching, and in which 'the cir­
culation of the air is intercepted by a 

VoL. II. G 
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double row of houfes, five or fix ftorie~ 
high : ftill the ufe of coaches on this oc- -
cafion was impracticable, and every one.­
was obliged to fubmit. But the fairies 
having given orders for fine weather, the 
want of coaches was the lefs felt ; and the 
great men of the iiland, as well as f o­
reigners, confoled the1nfelves for this 
cruel difappointment, by making their 
jockeys run races, near ten leagues from 
town; that is, at the neareft place it was 
poffible to run, or to be able to go in 
coaches, without any accidents happen­
ing to the croud. The bets ran high; 
but the law forbidding any to bet, ex..: 
cept with Maltefe oranges, this excefs 
proved an encouragement for the culti­
vation of them. The ladies were al­
ways prefent at the races, and dif played 
their charms in walking backward and 
forward on the race-ground. The two 
old fairies went there alfo, on their fer­
pent, and were prefent at all the races. 

It would ·be a daring, as well as an 
uf elefs attempt, to enter on a detail .of 
the entertainments that f ucceeded. each 

·l 
r • 

J • 
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other during nine days, with equal ra­

pidity and fplendor. Every one knows 

the fine defcription of them, dedicated 

to the fairies, and publifhed by the Poet­

Laureat, in compliance with the orders of 

the High Chamberlain, to whofe crea­

tive genius he renders all the juftice that 

is due from a poet to his patron. No 

hiftorian has thought proper to oppof e a 

work fo juftly, and fo univerfally ad­

mired, either for the fertility of the fub­

jett, the elegance, variety, or beauty of 

the ftyle. Vv e will content ourfelves 

with remarking, that the remem~rance 

of the moft fuperb arid brilliant enter­

tainments were entirely effaced by thofe 

of the Happy Ifland. Cavalcades, tourna­

ments, illuminations, balls, mafq uerades, 

f erious and comic operas, plays, public 

fpeltacles of all kinds filled up every 

vacant moment, and fcarely left time to 

breath. The fire-works furpaffed every , 

thing that imagination can paint in their 

f pecies. They had learned from a Ruffian 

artift, the fecret of making thofe ad­

mirable Chinefe fire-works, orange­

colour, white, and unpolifhed fil ver; 

but the green_ fire was 1nore particularly 

ad1nired, as it foftened the reflection of 
G 2 
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the brilliant complexion 0£ Celeflina, on 
account of the happy and natural allu­
fion to the green fpeB:acles. 

The populace were prefent at all thefe 
entertainments ; and their peculiar a­
mufements were not negleB:ed. The 
Little Devil _ and his company were 
fent for, accounted the wonder of the 
age, accompanied by the Sieur Placido, 
and the Sieur Dupuis, both prodigies 
alf o. The moft diftinguifbed perfons at 
(;:ourt flocked eagerly to this fpeB:acle, 
deftined to amufe the vulgar only; 
and the Little Devil twice a-day 
attraB:ed, all the green f pectacles, in 
preference to Celeflina. Jeannot, the 
great Jeannot, alfo prefented himfelf, ta . 
give an additional brilliancy to thefe re­
joicings ; but, though all the newfpapers 
were filled with his wonderful per.:. 
forman_ces in a neighbouring capital, 
though he was become, in a few months, 
the moft illuftrious perfonage of the age, 
and his fame f urpaffed that of every other 
great genius; yet it frill remains a fecret 
by what ftrange caprice Regentina fbould 
forbid him to exhibit, either for the 
amufement of the little, or the great 
world. Innumerable cabals and intrigues 
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were formed at Court in his favour, 
though without effecl:.. Regentina car­
ried her pedantry fo far as to forbid, in 
fupport of good tafte, as it was expreffed 
in her irrevocable decre~, the appearance 
of 'Jeannots either in China-ware or fnuff­
boxes) in her dominions, though the 
fai:d 'jeannots might have introduced a 
new branch of commerce; of prodigious 
extent*. The Court murmurred loudly, 
ancl reproached Regentina for her preju­
dices and inattention to whatever was cu­
rious. Their refentment was extreme, 
and· it is impoffible to fay how far it 
might have been carried, had not the 
Lieutenant of the Police taken it into his 
head to order the ballad fingers to fing 
for three days following : · 

" Jeannot return'd the fame_ way he came ." 

During the whole of thefe a1nufements, 
tables were covered, and continually fup­
plied with equal profufron, tafte, and . 
neatnefs, in all the public places, crofs­
ftreets, and gardens. The guefts re-

'!I< Jeannot---A character in a comedy, which a perfon who 

performed it played fo humouroufly, that he was ever afte}" 

l·a'led by that name; and cap~, croifes, fnuff- boxes, in fhort 

every thing was made a la Jea11not, (Trnnflator._) 

G 3 
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freibed themfelves for nine days and­
nights f ucceffively, An exact account of 
the conf umption of provifions pref erved 
in the archives, petrifies with aftoniih­
ment, at this day, the moft ikilful cal­
culators. 

As to games of chance, it was ex­
pected 'they would be carried to the 
higheft pitch of extravagance, where­
fore Regeniina did not think fit to forbid 
them. But her meafures were taken 
with f o much wifdom, that though gam­
ing-tables were every where to be found, 
none had time or inclination to touch a 
card; the bankers yawned or fiept, or 
fat patiently to pafs away the time be­
fore enormous maffes of money. The 
hiftorian juftly remarks, as the moft ex­
traordinary circ~nnftance attending their 
rejoicings,· that, duri~g the time they 
lail:ed, there was not a fingle ltegentine 

_of gold loft or won. 
It is painful to fay it, but wt;, cannot 

help f uf petting the poetical hiftorian 
{ who, from his fituation, ought to poff efs 
elevate.dfentiments) of a bafe motive, in 
having paffed over in filence, the exhibi ... 
tion that met with the greateft applauf e, 
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and which, in the opinion of every cul­
tivated mind, attained that difficult point 
of perfection, of uniting the agreeable 
and the uf eful. A certain number of 
young perfons, chofen from among the 
I..Jadies of Honour, equally diftinguiihed 
by their bi~th, the graces of their youth, 
the charms of their figure, and the ad­
vantage of the moft finifhed education, 
reprefented, during three days, before a 
felecl: audience, little dramatic pieces, in 
a charming theatre within the Palace. 
Regentina had taken pleafure in ordering 
this fpecl:acle unknown to the High 
Chamberlain; which fufficiently ex..; 
plains the filence of the poet thereon. 

The fidl evening they reprefented, with 
the moft brilliant applaufe, 'Ihe Flagons,* 

and the Happy lfland. The conformity 
of the title of this piece, with that of the 
country in which it w~s performed, no 
doubt fecured its apphiufe; but its fuc­
cefs did not depend on this circumftance. 
It was remarked, that the two fairies did 
not appear to participate the, rapture of 
the f pecl:ators; and that they grew very 
ferious toward ,the end of the repre-

• Little Dramatic Pieces from Madame Ia C.omtds de 

Gen/is' TttEJI.TRI eJ' Evv,ATlON, (Tranflator,) 
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fentation. The firft phyfician, who piqued, 
hi1nfelf on explaining every thing that 
paffed in their minds, faid aloud, T~at 
iri fpite of themfelves, they li.ad drawn· 
an unfavour~ble comparifon between the: 
fairies in the piece; and· themfelve~; and 
that an involuntary preference to the na­
tural, elegant, and noble, ~anners of 
/ljleria and Melif!a, . to their own, was 
extre1nely mortifying to .. them. He pte-~ 
tended, that th_e choice of the piece;' 
notwithftanding its title, was, in this re­
f pect, unfortunate. 

The fecond 9-ay, they performed .Agar. 
in the Defert, and the Ejfefls of Curiojity, 
both replete with fentiment and morality 1-. 

and fo adrnirably reprefented, as to' draw 
tears from the whole affe1nbly. 
· In fine, on the third day, they repre­
fented the Spoiled Child, and the Dangers 
of the World; and their f uccefs was the· 
1nore brilliant, as they were fuppofed to 
have made a particular impreffion on the 
young Princeffes. Th~ Spoiled Child in­
f pired them with many falu tary reflec­
tions; and the impreffion made by the 
Dangers of the World, was frill ftronger. 
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Celejlina fancied fhe faw her own picture 
in every feature of the Vifcountefs ; and 
Renet was fearful fhe refembled the weak 
and reftlefs character of the Marchionefs. 
Regentina applauded herfelf for the lucky 
thought of having, for the firft time, 
joined utility to the frivolous amufements 
of a Court; and now, for the firft time 
alf o, the Court applauded, with tranf port, 
the happy idea of their Soveregn, with­
~ut any mixture of flattery or adula• 
t10n. 

Thefe charming comedies were the 
work of a Lady of the Court, celebrated 
for the charms of her underftanding, and 
the diverfity of her talents. She had 
retired from a f ociety whofe foul fhe 
was, to dedicate her tirne to a more 
interefting and more noble purpofe. It 
was nothing extraordinary, that a woman 
of f uch rare merit fhould be found in 
the Court of Regentina; but all were afto­
nifhed that a Princefs fo difcerning as 
Regentina, had not entrufted her with 
the education of her daughters. When 
we fay, that all were aftonifhed, we do 
not pretend to infinuat-e, that it was eveF 
thought of; but, according to the cuf-
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to1n of the country, every one · made, or 
repeated the ren1ark, when the news were 
fpread abroad, that a princefs, whofe 
pure and angelic mind had been formed 
by a fairy very different to ours, was 
going to take away this lady fro1n the 
Court of Regentina, and to entruft her 
with the education of her daughters, who, 
to render the contrail 1nore ftriking, were 
t wins. The refignation of Regentina, on 
this occafion, can no otherwife be ac­
counted for) than from the natural vari­
ablenefs of the atmofphere. It is faid, 
that Capricious_ felt on this occafion a 
third emotion of joy. 

The entertairnnents drew toward a 
conclufion; and the two old women, to 
.fignalize their generofity, and above all, 
their fenfe of the favours conferred on 
them by Regentina, endeavoured to out­
do all their former exploits, by endow­
ing the Princeffes with a multitude of 
rare qualities, which coft them nothing, 
and which, •had they taken equal effect, 
would have made in the fame perfon, a 
moft extraordinary compound of contra­
dictions. Capricious faved the P rinceffes 
fro1n this danger, without in tending it, 
by her . counter cha.nns. T he pleafure 
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fhe took in thwarting the deGgns of her 
coufins, prevented her feeing at the 
moment, that, without intending it, fhe 
preferved ithe ladies from the danger of 
becoming tirefome prattlers; or infop­
po.rtably conceited.-

The old women, after ruining them­
felves in ; prefents, without untying their 
purfe-frrings, wifhed to fee th~ Princeffes 
in full po{fe.ffion of their benefits as foon 
as poffible j _ and perfuaded Regentina to 
take advaJ1tage of the concourfe of frran­
gers, to chof e from among them huf­
bands, · worthy to poff efs f uch accom­
pliihed and deferving Princeifes-: The 
firft phyfician, fearing perhaps, left the 
old ladies would return again to the 
wedding-feafts, pretended that it was the 
only fenfible propofal that had entered 
their brains ; and that the ef poufals ought 
t9 be celeprated immediately, without 
ceremony. 

Among the whole crowd of ftrangers, 
there were, however, but three who 
could hope. to af pire to the hands of the 
Princeffes ; thefe were, the Prince Three 
Stars, the Prince Phcenix, and the Prince 
Colibri. To ·defcribe them in three 
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words, we may fay, that the firft was a 
Prince, juft what he ought to be, the 
fecond, a Prince, fuch as never was, and 
the third, a Prince, fuch as ought never 
to be again. 

The firft had loft. his father when 
young; and his grandfather, who was 
called Pacific, was fo perfectly infenfible, 
that he had f uffered his dominions to fall 
into the hands of a collateral _branch, and 
tonfequently matle his grandfon a Prince 
off ortune, which obliged him to acquire 
a great deal of merit. 

The fecond was pref umpt_ive heir to 
his uncle Songecreux, who governed his 
dominions as it pleafed God; f ometimes 
well, and f ometimes ill, according to his 
digeftion. One ·of the phenomena of the· 
age, and which the learned vainly fought 
to define, was to fee fo perfect. a nephew 
brought up by fo extr-aordinary an uncle. 

In-the Prince Phtenix were united the 
moft fl1ining qualities, with the 1noft 
agreeable perfon. At an age when 
others are fcarcely regarded, he had 
acquired a reputation; and the moft 
folid virtues had not effaced in him the 
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tender ~peni'ng graces of early youth. He 
began his travels in the Happy lfland. 

The third was f o little, fo fiend er, f o 
genteel, fo pretty, fo delicate, fo bril­
liant, fo frifky, fo fqueaking, fo frolic, 
fo whiffling, that every one mechanically 
avoided him as a troublefome animal, or 
perhaps, from fear of cru!hing him to 
pieces undefignedly. No one could fup­
pofe him to. be the f on, and what is 
more, the eldeft fon of the Landgrave 
'l'outrond, whofe Court was not in the 
leaft brilliant. That of Regentina thought 
him the moft filly, infignificant, frivolous 
thi~g, that had been feen for two gene-· 
rations. 

The appearance of P hccnix was fome­
what different. He im1nediately adopted 
the 1nanners of the firft people at Court, 
with as much ea(e as if he had paffed 
his life in it ; and all agreed, that it was 
a pity he· fhould be a ftranger in it. Ile 
fmiled at their difcourfe, liftened to every 
pretender to wit, which was the moit 
c01nmon of all, as well as to the con-

- finual abufe of it,; and withoµt pretend-

VoL. IL H 
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ing to any thing, he left, _we know not 
by what magic, the moft advantageous 
impreffions wherever he appeared. In, a 
few days, he beca1ne, without wifhing 
or knowing it, the -object, and the centre 
of the attention of the whole Court. It 
was obferved, that Celeflina was lefs re­
garded ; and that the green fpecracles 
were infenfibly directed toward the Prince. 
Without affecting fingularity, he had dif­
penfed himf elf from wearing any; and 
what would have ruined another, fuc­
ceeded fo well with him, that his ex­
ample nearly abolifhed the cufl:0111. 

So accdmplifhed a Prince, could not 
fail being moved by the perfections of 
the Princefs. He foon felt the moil: con­
firmed f ymptoms of that formidable ma­
lady, which, by the account of the 
Courtiers, made fuch dreadful ravages, 
in a Court f o extremely f ufceptible ; but 
whi~h the firft phyfician declared he had 
never been confulted on but once in 
the whole courfe of his long practice. 
f hamix was alanned at his paffion; the 
difcovery of which afforded fatisfacbon 
to the whole Court ; and it furniibed 
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converfation for near twenty-four hours. 

On a fudden, the Princeffes Governefs, 

feeling herfelf enlightened, cried out, 

The Oracle is accomplijhed I 'l'his is the 
hujband for Celeftina ! he takes her with­

out green. 
C eleflina was not ftruck. with this ray 

of intelligence in the fame manner as 

her Governefs was. Not that !he be­

held the paffion of the Prince without 

affecting fome fatisfaction. I-low then 

could !he be indifferent to it? Calumny, 

that always delights to faften on the moft 

elevated and noble characters, infinuated, 

that the two-fold offence of the Prince, 

in dividing the public attention, and 

omitting to wear green f pectacles, had 

affected a heart, otherwife foperior to 

f uch little foibles. /' But in thefe days, 

when every f ource is fearched to the 

bottom, and the flam beau of criticif m 

enlightens every ftep of the hiftorian ; 

the moft authentic memoirs, leave not 

the leaft doubt, but Capricious by an a. 

bo111inable trick of her trade ( invented 

in the n1oft dangerous of her clofets) 

facinated the eyes of the Princefs, f o as 

to miflead her_ in this moft decifive n10-

ment of her deftiny, her real intereft, 
f-I 2 



SI C O N P E R S J-i 'I I D. N S Con. XIV. 
and on which the happ~nefs of her life _ depended. 

Who would believe it? The moft charming of the Princelfes declared her jnclination for Colibri. This little original, in imitation of Phcenix, profeiTed himfelf to be pa(fionatdy in love with Celeflina; and that it might be vifible to all eyes, he became twenty times more frifky and infupportable than ever. As he was vain of b~ing in the pink of the faihion, his only cry was for fenfitive fpecl:acles; but their continual motion did not fuit with the inftability of the little perfonage. In vain did his gentleman practife for twenty-four hours together; he never could fucceed, even for the hundredth part of the twinkling of an eye, to meet the delicate little nofe of his Highnefs, or fix them properly on it. Luckily, the continual motion of his eyes, prevented him from the danger of becoming an owl; but 'the little puppy neverthelefs affected to be in a rage, that he could not fhew this mark of ref peel: to the Princefs. 
This alone was fufficient grounds for 
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the old waiting gentlewoman to perfuade 

Regentina, that this was the hufband def­

tined by the Oracle, becaufe he would 

take the Princefs without green, not on 

account of his dif daining to wear green, 

but that it was not in his power to do fo, 

notwithftanding all his efforts; which, in 

her mind, made a material difference in 

the meaning of the Oracle. Regentina 

ren1ained f peechlefs and confufed, at the 

pitiful refult of fuch pompous prelin1i­

naries. Thofe who were well acquaint­

ed with the world and the Court, agreed, 

that the heart of woman was an inexpli­

cable abyfs ; and all remarked the no­

velty of this fentiment. The philofo­

phers alone found it fimple and natural. 

rfhey re1nembered the tale of, The way to 

pleafe the ladies, written by one· of their 

fraternity; and thought it common enough 

for a woman of fenfe to prefer a coxcomb, 

whom fhe could govern as fhe liked, to a · 

man, who wo~ld always furpafs her, )n 

fpite of her and himfelf too, by poifeffing 

qualities too erninent. 
Regentina, mortified and perplexed at 

the profpect of having fuch a fon-in-law, 

and too feelingly convinced, that fuch an 

H3 
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alliance would le.ffen the dignity of her Crown, which fhe was extremely jealous of maintaining, had recourfe to the two guardian fairies, in hopes, that as_ they had loaded her daughters with f o many ufelefs _ gifts, they would, for once, do her a real fervice, in a very material cir­cumftance, by curing Celeflina of fo ridi­culous and ill-placed a paffion; but thefe ladies, chancing to find another oppor-. tunity, before their departure, of again difplaying their eloquence, fpun out a catalogue of com1non-place re1narks, to convince her, that the decrees of fate were immutable ; that it was in vain for feeble mortals to oppofe them; that what we often think misfortunes, frequently prove f ources of happinefs, and vice verfa; that confequently we ought not to conclude rafhly, &c. &c. &c. &c. Fore-fight even recollected feeing, <luring her journey? a Calibri continually flying b~­fore her telefcope ; and being vexed by his preventing her looking into futt1rity. T his was to her a ray of intelligence, that clearly convinced her, Prince Colibri was the deftined hufband of C eleflina. This fuccefsful demonfh ation, occl1pied near-
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ly a third part of the time taken up 1n 
pronouncing the Oracle. 

Regentina, who was poifeif ed of great 
fortitude in every other trial, was unable 
to fupport vexation, when carried to a 
certain degree, yielded again on this 
occafion, and remained annihilated. The 
fairies, charmed with her docility, took 
every thing upon the1nfelves, ordered 
the licence, and other neceifary forms; 
and managed n1atters fo well, that the 
marriage of Cele.ftina with Prince Calibri 
was propofed, fixed on, and concluded, 
i~ lefs than twenty-four hours, one con­
dition only being ftipulated, That the 
Prince ihould remain in the dominions of 
Regentina, which would one day belong 
to Celeflina. Colibri made a vow to do 
fo, with a voice three ti1nes 1nore fhrill 
than common; and P hcenix would have 
doubted, if what paifed before his eyes 
w_ere real or a dream, had not the n1ortal 
grief that overwhelmed him, convinced 
him of the truth. I--Ie retired hafi:ily 
from a Court fo fatal to his repofe, ut~ 
tering the moft folemn and facred vow, 
never to behold again, the beauty that 
had robbed him of his peace; and to 
feek death in the chance of war at a dif­
tance fro1n her. It ·is faid, that Capri-
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cious, being at that moment in her Chinefa 
clofets, made fo many jumps and ikips 
for joy, that fhe broke to the amount of 
three 1nillions in China-ware. 

T'he day after the wedding, all the 
green f peB:acles difappeared, and every 
eye was caft down. None durft raif e 
them to Regentina or Celeflina. The old 
waiting-gentlew01nan having had a vio­
lent cholic in the night, excufed herfelf 
from appearing at Court. The firft phy­
fician threw fire and flame wherever he 
went; and the two fairies, aftoniihed at 
their own work, and aihamed of what 
they had done, began to be uneafy at 
the fine project: they had conceived. 
Nothing was heard in the city, and at 
Court, during the whole day, but the 
following exclamation, Ah ! P hamix ! 
pronounced in the moft doleful accent. 

The firft thing that ftruck Regentina, 
when ihe recovered fron1 the infenfi­
bility into which the lady's eloquence 
had thrown her, was the unheard of in­
attention to all decorum, in regard to 
the Landgrave 'I'outrond. This circurn­
ftance, notwithftanding the proteB:ion of · 
the fairies, might be productive of the 
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n1oft ferious confequences ; and if Ca­
pricious had, without lofs of time, quitted 
her clofers, appeared at the Court of 
Toutrond., and warmed his imagination, 
which, though a good kind of man, was 
none of the brighteft, it would have 
been for the glory of Cele.ftina, and the 
repofe of Regentina. Happily, the old 
woman was in fuch an ill-humour after 
qreaking her China, which unluckily .fhe 
could not accufe any one of; .fhe had 
befide, fo natural an averfion to the dull 
uniformity of the Landgrave's Court, 
that f uch an excellent frolic did not pre­
fent itfelf to her imagination. Regentina, 
without lofs of time, fent a folemn am­
baffy to the Landgrave, to induce him 
to reft fatisfied with a marriage that had 
been rafhly contracted, without reflect­
ing that his confent was wanting to it. 

This negotiation was of a more deli­
cate nature than that to which the Happy 
lfland ftood indebted for the prefence of 
the fairies. The Ambaffadors were 
charged with a_ great number of letters. 
Colibri wrote one to his Papa, in a ftyle 
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to which the good man was unaccuftom­
ed, and which he efteemed as it de­
ferved. Celeflina added another, in a 
very fubmiffive tone, which was looked 
upon as a mafter-piece of wit and addrefs. 
The two fairies wrote with their ufual 
eloquence. Regentina, with an adrnirable 
mixture of dignity, wifdom, friendfhip, 
and politenefs. The old waiting-gentle­
woman wrote to the Mailer of the Cere­
monies, with whom ihe had formerly 
been acquainted and who had a great 
afcendency over the mind of his Prince, 
notwithftanding his averfion to every 
thing that tended toward ceremony. · The 
firft phyfician wrote to his brother phyfi­
cian, with whom he had frudied in an 
hofpital belonging to the Landgrave, to 
exhort hi111 to u[~ narcotics and fopori­
fics, on this important occafion. They 
did not forget to furnifh the Ambaffa­
dors with magnificent prefents, among 
which was a bird-cage of curious work-­
manfhip, full of little birds, and particu­
larly Colibries, which they knew the good 
n1an was paffionately fond of. 

Before the Ambaffadors could arrive 
at the gates of his dwelling, he had read 
in the news-papers every particular re-
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f petting the marriage of his f on ; he was 
even diverted with the impertinence of 
_the editor, who probably, in a great ' 
fcarcity of human follies, had married 
his fon without his knowledge and con­
fent, with great pomp, only to fill his 
trumpery paper. In the height of this 
mirth, the Ambaffadors from the Happy 
Jjland were announced. When the good 
Landgrave was afcertained of the object 
of their Ambaffy, he fell into fo violent 
a paffion, that it was the opinion of the 
moft learned of the faculty, that he 
would have been ftiffied on the f pot, had 
be not given vent to it in the following 
terms: " I plainly fee my blackguard of 
a fon in this fine project; but what can 
that brute of a 'fquire I fent to efcort 
him think of himfelf, who promifed to 
forfeit his life, if he did not fucceed in 
that country? I grant it was no great de­
pendence; I ought to have diftrufted a 
1nan who. fq uints, and who never looked 
at any one in a ftraight line. It was, 
however, that blackguard Colibri's nurfe 
who faddled 1ne with the be aft; and who 
aff ured me of his experience and fenfe. 



9G C O N r E R S A T I O N S Con, XIV . 

After this, who would truft their children 
to others? How are parents to be pitied ! 
Could I leave the government, and run 
about to expofe my blackguard fon in 
the great world; if, by miracle, my late 
wife were alive again, on my honour, I 
fhould not know where to hide my 
head." 

During the firft tranfports of his rage, 
no one pref urned to take the part of the 
Prince or his 'fquire; but all remarked, 
that in the height of his fury, not one 
difobliging word efcaped him, either 
againft Regentina, or the Princefs his 
daughter-in-law; but the fairies were not 
fpared. " My na1ne is not 'l'outrond, ex .. 

, claimed he, if I do not lampoon the old 
dotards in all the news-papers. It is 
'Well worth while to bear Prudence and 
F orefight in their coats of arms, and 
under this pretence, to meddle in family 
affairs without being afked to do it, only 
to be guilty of a thoufand mifchiefs. I 
will have their titles examined into by 
my Council ; and I will lofe my Land­
graviate' s hat, if I do not take their arn1s 

.. .--'.~ from them, to teach them to make mat-
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without the parents' confent." ----It is 
much to be la1nented, that hiftory has 
not handed down to us more than a few 
fragments of this fublime difcourfe, which 
muft h~ve been infinitely fuperior to the 
fineft of the Philippics, or the Orations of 
Cataline, from the familiar expreffions 
with which , the good man larded his 
harangue. 

The violence of his firft tranfports, and 
this fudden evaporation, led the Ambaf­
fadors, to forefee the turn their negotiation 
would take. In a few days matters were 
accommodated in a fingular manner. 
Every thing was forgotten, forgiven, ap­
proved, and ratified, to the content of the 
Ambaffadors•. , 

'I'outrond was immoveable only in one 
point. He would not hear of the· fuc­
ceffion to the Happy !fland. I-le infifted 
that his fon, inftead of playing the fool 
at the Court of Regentina, fhould come 
with the Princefs, his-wife, to him, that 
the finifhing ftroke might be put to his 
education, which was very_ much want­
ing; and that he wo.uld be contented with 
the inheritance of the Landgravate. It 
was only on this condition that he could 

Vo1.. II. I 
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- be prevailed on to acknowledge the 
validity of the n1arriage. _ 

This crifis of tin1e was variouOy filled 
up at the Court of Regentina ; when one 
morning, as Renet was walking in a re­
tired part of her mother's gardens, with 

. her Lady in waiting, daughter to the old 
waiting gentlewo111an, they heard people 
talking fomewhat loud in a neighbouring 
arbour. Like a well bred young lady, 
:fhe · was going away in hafle; but the 
lady fuddenly flopped her : What is your 
Royal Highnefs about ? faid fhe, in a 
whifper; my Ma111111a has told me, never 
to mifs an opportunity of liftening at 
doors whenever it offered ; and that it was. 
a method of learning 111any things, which. 
it would be in1poffible to know in · any 
other way. • Now, if it be rigl1t to liften1 
at a door when ihut, it can be no hann 
at all to do fo at an open arbour. The. 
Princefs was not convinced of the recri~ 
tude of thefe principles; but the lady 
continued, Go where yon pleafe, for my 
part, I :fhall ftay; and Renet, not think­
ing it confiftent with the rules of de­
corum to return alone, was obliged to 
fray, againft her inclination, and liften to 
what paffed ih the arbour. 
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The Prince Three Stars was converfing 
fami1iarly with the co1npanion of his tra­
vels, on the events thJ.t had lately hap­
pened. The conduct of the fairies ap­
peared to him very extra0rdinary. On 
what foundation do thef e ladies build 
their high reputation ? faid the Prince. 
Ah ! my Prince l replied his companion, 
you will fee, in the courfe of your tra­
vels, more won.derful things. They then 
extolled the qualifications of C eleflina ; 
But of what ufe is wit or beauty, if they 
are to be beftowed on a Colibri. 1""'hefe 
reflections naturally led them to talk of 
Renet, who was not ufually an object of 
.any one's attention. She would not have 
made fo uncouth a choice ; ihe would 
have known the value of the conqueft of 
fuch a man as P hamix, faid the Prince. 
Or of yourfelf, interrupted his com­
panion, had her modefty permitted her 
to have difcovered it. A totai filence 
fucceeded. At length, the Prince re- · 
f urned ; Since you have penetr'ated the 
f ecret of 1ny foul, it is ufelefs, my dear 
friend, to conceal it from you. Yes, I 
love Renet; but I muft acknowledge my 

. I 2 
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·own unw-0rthinefs; I ·arn too -inconfider­
able to deferve her notice. .Though fhe 

.. be the youngeft, ihe ,muft have formed 
. the more exalted hopes ; as the choice 
of her fifter muft certainly have thwarted 
thofe of her mother. 

The Prince had not yet finiilied. fpeak~ 
ing, before the lady ·who attended Ren et 
began to run, with all her power, toward 
the Palace, and Renet to trot after her, 
making 1nore ·reflections in one moment, 
than fhe had ever done ·before 'in a day, 
notwithftanding ·her 1mind naturally was 
turned for reflecti0n. Before !he •arrived 
at the Palace, fhe ·difcovered in Pr,ince 
~hree Stars an infinity cif 1amiable> inte­
·r.efting, and folid virtues, that fhe never 
-had obferved before. The lady, her 
companion, went in great hafte to her 
mother, to communicate the difcovery 
ihe had made. 'I he old waiting gentle­
woman did not lofe a moment without 
acquainting the two fairies with the news, 
who feized, with the enthufiafm that l)fu­
ally fucceeded their lucid intervals, began 
to cry out like mad women, Through the 
green! The Oracle.is accdmplijhed ! .flbrougb 
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the green! They were delighted to find 
an opportunity of repairing their folly in 
regard to the firft wedding. Their elo­
quence was a third time excited, and 
produced the ufual effect in Regentina. 
This moil prudent affair was planned, 
conducted, and concluded, in the fa1ne 
manner as the moft foolifh one had been, 
except, that Capricious was remarked to 
be in a moft diabolical ill humour. 

EM I L Y. 

Ah ! Mam.ma .! 
MOTHER. 

\¥hat is the matter ? 
EMILY. 

We are arrived., and the ftory is not 
finifhed by a great deal. 

MOTHER. 

Well, you will not lofe any part of it; 
you may finiih it another ti1ne. Let us 
get out of the coach, and in the firft place, 
go and fee whether the kitchen garden 
be in good order. That will e1nploy us 
till dinner-ti1ne. ,,, 

E · MILY. 

See, Mamma, how glad all the people, 
.and the anima}s too, are to fee you ! 
How do you do M arianne ?---How do 

I . 3 
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you all do, my good friends ?---How 
does good old ·No'iil? ..:--Ah ! art thou 
there 1ny little Placid 1--~Mamm-a, Jowler 
knows me -again, We :fhall rnake you 
a vifit after dinner Marianne .... --VI e will 
v~fit the court-yard as if we lived here. 
Did they not tell us, M-amma, that we 
fhould find old Lahaie and his f on in 
the kitchen-garden ? 

MoT HER. 
Let us go and fee---I do not aik you 

how you like the fairy tale; I faw it 
made you laugh. 

EMILY. 
Indeed, Mamma, it is very droll ; ye~ 

I thought it rather tedious here and 
there. But perhaps there may be fo1ne 

. things I do not ·underftand. 

MOT I-i ER. 
Very llkely. 

EMILY. 
However, I have a great curiofity to 

k now how it will all end. 

MOTHER. 
You will know that to~m0rrow, or the 

6.rft vacant ·m~ment we can find. 
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EMILY. 

✓Now, my dear good Mamma, do tell 
it me in a few words, that I may not have 
all thef e people on my hands, while we 
are going to the court-yard, the farm, 
.and the laundry. You have read it; you 
know all about it. 

MoT HER. 

But that would be depriving you of an 
agreeable _f urprife to no end. 

EMILY. 

Oh! that is nothing! They are droll 
creatures ; they will divert me at any 
time. Be.fide, you know, Mamma, that 
.Andromache and Merope made me cry, 
though I had read them very often, and 
knew the fineft paffages in them by 
heart. 

Mo THE R. 

Were I difpofed to oblige you, it is 
not in my power. I acknowledge to 

you, that I have read the ftory but fu­
perficially; I have no great defire to be ' 
connected with fuch ki_nd of perfonages. 
You know alfo, that I have no memory; 
and I fhould .probably give you but a 
bad account. 
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E ·M IL Y. 

Try, however, my dear Mamma, to 
let 1ne know the denouement. * 

MOTHER. 

The denouement ? I am not f ure the 
author meant there ibould be one. But no 
matter, let us fee whether we can fatisfy 
you. Give me the pa1nphlet, that I may , 
refreih my 1ne1nory, if I ihould be at a 
lofs. We left off rather abruptly at the 
1narriage of the Princeffes, though the 
recital is far from being fo. The two 
fairies were difmiif ed, and their depar­
ture was productive of one good end, 
which was, that Capricious no longer 
kept thofe clof et windows open that 
looked toward the Happy Ifland ; and 
that Regentina, and her daughters, ceafed 
to be the fole o~jeB:s of her attention. 
To appeafe the L'.lndgrave CJ'outrond, it 
was needful ,that Celeflina ibould break 
her vow, and conduct her fop of a huf­
band to his father's feet. Reg:entina thought 
it her duty to accompany her daughter, 
to prevent any new altercations. She 
confided the regency of her dominions 

• The conclufion of the plot, 
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to her youngeft daughter, or rather to 
her hufband, the Prince 'l'hree Stars. In 
the mean time, the beautiful Pho.mix was 
in fear ch of danger, wiihing to put an 
end to his paffion with his life ; and 
wherever he appeared incognito, he met 
with admiration and applaufe. No fooner 
did his uncle Songecreux hear of the con­
tempt with which Cele.ftina had treated 
his nephew, the beautiful Phcenix, than 
he began to talk, which he had not done 
for eighteen months : but every time he 
-f poke, · fomething remarkable happened, 
which would have fometimes been better 
-omitted. There was at his Court an old 
corfair, who had retired thither through 
devotion, and to make what is called a 
good end, after having ploughed the 
ocean between thirty and forty years, 
and plundered friends and foes_ without 
diftinction. I-I e related his adventures 
to amufe Songecreux, while he meditated 
on other matters. This pirate perfuaded 
him to revenge the affront that had -been 
offered to his nephew, and thereby tealize 
thofe crude and vindictive defigns, which 
but for him would have never 'been put 
into executio~. On a fudden the Happy 
Ijland was ,invaded .and conquered ,,; the 
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corfair fecured the perfon of Renet and 
her hufband, put them on board a veffel, 
and fent them to Songecreux, who fhut 
them up in a tower near a finall pavillion, 
in which he lived, that he might have 
them in his eye. The corfair named 
himfelf the Viceroy of Songecreux in the 
Happy lfland; and converted it mto a 
n1oft unhappy one. 

As foon as thefe unfortunate events 
were known at the_ Court of :foutrond, 
C olibri made his efcape, like a giddy 
brain as he was, to the Court of Songe­
creux, with a defign to kill him, and fet 
~his fifter-in-la.w and her hufband at li­
berty. On his arrival, he made fo many 
turnings and windings around the tower 
in which Renet was confined, and the pa­
villion of Songecreux, that a ga1ne-keeper, 
1niH:aking hi1n for a fquirre], fhot him 
with fingular addrefs. Being dead, they 
were more perplexed what to do with 
hi1n than when he was alive. The n1oft 
celebrated a1nong the literati, as well as 
the moft profound philofophers, were at 
a lofs. · At length it was concluded, that 
he fhould be pref erved in f pirits of wine ; 
and a foundation eftablifhed for a prize 
in the Academy of SongccreuxJ to be 
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beftowed on him-who fuould heft define 
the f pecies of this error in nature ; for f o 
this unhappy Prince was termed in their 
notices. Songecreux, who troubled his 
head neither with his game-keepers nor 
his Acaderny, was ignorant of all that 
paired, and did not even f uf pect, that 
the pref umptive heir to the Landgraviate 
.had been killed at his door like a fquirrel. 

EMILY. 

Oh! how do you do, good old Lahaie? 
I am glad to fee you again in good 
health. We were far from thinking of 
you at this moment; but have patience, 
we will be with you prefently ; .. we !hall 
have time enough, I hope. 

Mo THE R. 

While 'J'outrond. was lamenting the 
flight of his fon, well convinced that he 
was gone only to perf onn f ome ridiculous 
exploits, that would make a noif e, and 
was far frorn fufpecting he had perfonned 
them all, Phr,inix hears (in the Ruffian 
army, into which he had entered, to feek. 
death in combatting the Infidels) of the 
·enter-prife of his uncle. He aiks his 
General for a. body of Cofacquu for a 
coup de main; c\~rives,., . as quick as light­
ning at the Happy lfland; makes the troops 
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of his uncle pri{oners of war-, in a fkir­
mifh, while one of his Cofacques kills the 
old corfair, who called himfelf. Viceroy. 
This expedition being accompliihed, he 
flew to his uncle's feet, fully fatisfied the 
flighteft remembrance on his part, would 
be fufficient to induce him to repent of 
his unjuft enterprife. While the Cq-
facques f urrounded the tower, with a view 
to fet the Prince 'i'hree Stars and Renet at 
liberty, Phcenix approached the pavillion 
of his uncle. The officer of the body­
guards tells him, that Songecreux had 
given orders, that no one !}lould enter 
his pref ence till he rang his bell; and 
that he had not rung it fince the death of 
a certain fquirrel, which happened fix 
weeks before. He had never yet thought 
or reflected alone, for f uch a length of 
time. His longeft retirements had not 
exceeded a fortnight, without at le aft 
:!hewing himfelf at the window, to fee 
the guard relieved. 

The beautiful Phcenix takes upon him 
to enter, notwithftanding the orders of 
his uncle. His furprife was extreme, 
not at finding his uncle without motion, 
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for that was common to him, but with­
out the power to move. 

EMILY. 

How fo, Mam1na? 
MOTHER. 

He was dead; and it was feen by the 
date of the letter he had begun to write 
to his nephew, that he had been dead fix 
weeks ; that is, frmn the very day on 
which Colibri was killed at his door, in 
the character of a fquirrel. It was ima­
gined, he died of an apoplexy occafion­
ed by the report of a gun. Thus the 
author might have eafily concluded his 
ftory here. 

EMILY. 

How fo, Mamma ? 
Mo THE R. 

He has made Celeflina a widow, and 
excufed P hmnix fro1n negotiating the 
teftitution of the Happy Jjland to the 
lawful poffeffors. 

EM I I; Y. 

Oh! I underftand you; Pbamix fuc .. 
ceeded the melancholy Songecreux. He 
need not now aik his advice. I dare fay 
he will marry Celejlina. 

MOTHER, 

He was fatisfied to· be in regard to her, 
VOL, II.- K ' 



ue C O N VE R S A T I O N S Con. XIV. 

the moft generous, the mofi: magnani­
mous, the mofi: delicate of lovers. His 
firfi: cares were devoted to Renet and her 
hufband. Pho.mix had the precaution to 
bring with hi1n, after the retaking of the 
Happy lfland, the firft phyfician; that he 
might attend the Princefs Renet when 
ihe qujtted her captivity. I-Ie never 
mentioned the na111e of Celeflina to her, 
but Renet never failed to mention hi1n 
with the more refpecl: and affection in 
her letters to her mother and fifter. 
Misfortune had repaired, in a ihort time, 
all the folly of the fairies, and the ra­
vages of profperity; and rendered the 
mother and the twin fifi:ers perf eel: 
beings. 

Rinet did not want the affifi:ance of the 
firfi: phyfician to reftore her health ; but, 
as he was one day ftrolling carelefsly 
about the Ac4demy, he there difcovered 
·the figure of Prince Colibri in a bottle 
of fpirits of wine. This difcovery en­
titled him to the prize in an unexpected 
1nanner. It alfo convinced 'Toutrond of 
the unhappy end of his fon ; and he was 
thereby relieved; becaufe the . certainty 
of an evil is preferable to uncertainty. 
,Be.fide, as the Landgrave was a man of 
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good natural fenfe, he, fenfible that fuch 
a fon could not afford him any fatisfac­
tion; and that fuch a blackguard was an 
improper hufband for the accompliihed 
Celeflina. Every thing confidered, he cried, 
Hea'ven be praifed, there is now a foolijh 
Jon the lefs in the world. He only de­
fired to have the bottle in which he was 
preferved; and the Academy thought it 
their duty to fend it to him, wrapped up 
in a f onnet compof ed on the glorious 
death of Prince Colibri---

E MIL Y. 

A.nd the wedd ing? 

1\10 TH ER. 

'J'outrond again broke the ice. Celef 
tina, who had injureJ fo many eyes by 
the fplendor of her beauty, could not 
even think of P ha:nix without cafling 
down her own. As 1nore delicacy and 
1nagnanirnity were apparent in the . con­
duct of the Prince, the more was the 
moCT: charming Priricefs in the world 
confufed and vanquiihed. Her paffion 
become more violent by the efforts ihe 
made to f ubdue it, fuffered her to per­
ceive a po{fibi_lity of being united to the 
Prince, whofe fuperiority greatly humbled 

K2 · 
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her in her own opinion. T outrond re­
n1oved every difficulty. He begged the 
Prince to come and receive from ·his 
hand, the heft and only reward worthy 
his acceptance. The wedding was cele­
brated at the Collrt of the Landgrave, 
who was delighted with the Cofacques 
Pha:nix had brought with hi_m. He 
wou d not fuffer them to return to their 
own country, till the rejoicings were 
over; and then loaded them with ho­
noi_1rs and rewards. Phctnix entrufred 
their Chief with a cameo of Miner-1. a 
J/itlrix, of Grecian workmanfhip, which 
he intended as a prefent to the Emprefs, 
as a mark of his gratitude for the pro ... 
teEtion £he had afforded hi111. 

E l\1 IL Y. 

So then the ftory is now ended. 
MOTHER. 

But for the fairies ? 
EM I L Y, 

What, are they coming again to fpoil 
all? 

MOTHER. 

They would not certainly fail at a 
wedding-feaft of fuch importance. The 
Landgrave, who liked them no better 
than you do, had made an excuf e for not. 
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inviting them, under a pretence, that he 

could not accommodate the1n fuitably to 

their rank ; but, in a trice, they added 

two wings to the caftle. He therefore 

permitted their vifit as a neceffary evil ; 

but to enrage them, he invited Capricious 

in the greateft form, and lodged her in 

the beft apartments, though the other 

ladies had been obliged, in a manner, 

to furnifh the expence of their own 

lodging. 

EMILY,... 

Ma1nma, we !hall never get through 

this ftory. Matters are more perplexed 

than •ever. 

MOTHER. 

Not at all. The two old ladies a­

fha111ed of their paft follies, durft not 

open their lips. Capricious, vain of 

ihining without a rival, conceived an ex­

cellent, though rather fingular idea. She 

propofed a double marriage between 

-p hamix and Cele.ftina, 'Toutrond and Regen­

Jina. The latter was ftill of an age to 

pleafe. 'Toutrond, was feized with traniport 

at this extra~rdinary propofal, faying, 

that in the decline of life, he only began 
K _3 . 
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. to live. Capricious beftowed on the firft 
phyfician the commiffion of Counfellor 
of State, apparently in honor of this 
wedding ; but in fact, from averfion to 

. the 9ther two fairies. She alfo freed 
R egentina from the old waiting woman1 whom fhe took into her own fervice in 
the fame capacity, that fhe might tor-
1n ent her whenever ihe liked. 

Toutrond and R egentina governed the 
L andgraviate many year8, with great glory. ,, 

· T hat nothing might be wanting to 
complete the fatisfaction of the good 
man; he had, by this feco nd marriage, a 
fon worthy of his mother; tha~ is to fay, 
juft the reverfe of Colibri; and it was 
obferved, that R egentina, while educating 
her fon, brought about a change in the 
character of the father, confiderably to 
his advantage ; and alfo, that his tone of 
voice was totally altered. 

P hcenix and Celeflina, more enraptured 
-with each other, fro1n the rr) ifery they 
had experienced, reigned over the do­
m inions of Songecreux. The Prince 'I'hree 
Stars and Renet governed the Happy 
ljland. T hen was feen what has never 
fi nce happened but o~ce, three confider-: 
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able States, well governed at the fame 
time, though neither of the great per­
f on ages had kept their vows. 

EMILY. 

I did not expect the marriage of Re­
gentina---W ell, Mammal it is a very 
pretty ftory. 

Mo THE R. 

It may be fo. But I have not been 
the lefs blamable on that account, for 
fuffering you to read it. 

EMILY. 

Why fo? 
MOTHER. 

Becaufe there is a nu1nber of de­
fcriptions, pleafantries, and allufions, a­
bove your comprehenfion, of which you 
can neither perceive the merit, nor the 
defects. 

EMILY. 

Well ! I ihall find them out when I 
a1n older. 

MOTHER. 

That is fame excufe fo.r me, and your 
perfecuting me to read you a fairy tale, 
is a juftification alfo. 

EMILY. 

But no one accufes you, Mamma. 
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MOTHER. 

I fuould pref er your reading what you 
.may think f uperior in this kind, when 
you fhall be older, than f uch as would 
appear infipid to you in future. 

EMILY. 

I promife you, Mamma, that, take it 
all together, the ftory has amufed me; 
but what is your opinion of it? 

MOTHER. 
I am of opinion, that the author is as 

fingular a character as thofe he draws; 
that he wrote it in an .idle moment, with­
out any other defign than his own amufe­
ment, or paftime; and without troubling 
himfelf, whither his wandering pen 9r 
imagination fhould carry hi1n. Confe­
quently, he has given fcope to every 
folly and extravagance that prefented. 
itfelf to his imagination. I do not 
find much invention in his ftory, but 
numberlefs al]ufions to our defects, to 
the forms of fociety, and to the follies 
of the times. Every event or incident 
was equally ufeful to him, if it fur­
nifhed matter for ridicule. In that re­
fpect, his tale is like all other fairy tales, 
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' which are feJdom the pictures of real life, 
but £ketches of temporary cuftoms or lo­
cal follies; but cuftoms alter, and follies 
pafs away., as well as fairy tales. This 
is much too long, and the ftyle appears 
to 1ne to be too familiar in more than 
one inftance. 

EMILY. 

Efpecially, Mamma, in his want of 
refpett to the fairies, he ought to be 
reprimanded. Prudence and 1Forefight 
never conducted themfelves in fo abfurd 
a manner. 

MOTHER. 

I f ufpect his motive for that, and fe­
veral other particulars, was to ridicule 
his brother authors, who frequently adorn 
their heroes with fine names, and defcribe 
them as fine characters, without being 
able to reprefent them fuch as they would 
wilh us to imagine them. 

EMILY. 

Well! that is what I never ihould have 
gueff ed of my own accord. 

MOTHER. 

There are fo· many abfurdities of that 
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nature, that I an1 furprifed the ftory 
fhould have arnufed yot1. 

EM 1 LY. 

Come, tv1am111a. Dinner is ready. 
They are corning to call us. 

MOT~ ER. 

Thank Heaven! we ihall hear no rnore 
of fairies, nor of the Princes and Princeffes 
their acquaintance; for you recollect our 
agreement. 

EMILY. 

Truly, Ma111ma, it would be well 
worth while to talk of fuch nonfenfe, 
when we have f o many things of confe­
.(rnence to fettle. ,. 

MOTHER. 

Indeed we ihall not have too much 
time. 

EMILY. 

We !hall hardly have enough to eat, 
our dinner, Mamma. In the firft place, 
as foon as we have drunk our coffee, -
we muft pay our duty to Maryanne, 
and her poultry, and all c0111pany in the 
court-yard. 

MOTHER. 

Properly called the poultry-yard. 
EMILY. 

Then we muft vifit the dairy. Then 
to the dove-houfe, then to the laundry, 
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to fee whether every thing be well wafhed, 
folded up, and put away in the preffes, 
againft next fummer. Then we muft 
go into the village to fee good Mrs. 
Gillet, who is always il1. ·Then we muft 
n1ake a vifit to the mill, to know whe­
ther father and mother be forry they have 
inoculated the children, according to 
your advice, then to the fann, where, 
perhaps, they will make us a f yllabub. 
Then return to the kitchen garden, the 
fairy having prevented us this morning 
from paying our duty there. Then before 
we fet out, give a look over the houfe, 
nay, into the very kitchen, to fee whether 
every thing be as it fuould be---

M OT fl ER . 

What a catalogue of cares and occu­
pations ! Do you kriow that I fuould be 
fatigued in imagination, and apprehend 
my own ftrength, were I not well acquaint­
ed with the extent of our domains? 

EMILY. 
Why, yes; you will fay it is but a ftep 

from one place to another ; but for all 
that we {hall have enough to employ 
us, and fatigue us too.---Oh ! Mamma-, 
why did you not fend and invite the Cu_, 
rate to dine with us ? You like hi1n. 
He is a good man. 
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MOTH'. ER. 

Suppofe you ihould find him in the 
dining-parlour. • 

EMILY. 

I fhould be very happy. But you did 
not fend to him. 

MOTHER. 

Then you f uppofe, that while Emily i~ 
playing with her lamb, and making her 
courtefy to the great dog in the poultry­
yard, her mother is thinking of nothing. 

EMILY. 

Oh! no !---Do you remember the 
riddle he gave me to find out the day 
we left the country ? 

Mo THE R. 

Really I do not. 
EMILY. 

I was to have told him, what was the 
ftrongeft and the weakeft thing in nature ? 
· Mo THE R. 

And what was it? 
EMILY. 

A child. 
... Mo THE R. -

Its weaknefs I can eafily conceive; but 
as to its fr.rength---

E MIL Y. 

The Curate faid, that 1t carried all 
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the ftrength of its whole life under its 
fwaddling cloaths. 

MOTHER, 

I do not recollect it, neither do I dif­
pute it. It is certain, that the Emprefa 
of RujJi.a, and the King of PrujJi.a, were 
both lulled to fleep like Emily. 

EMILY. 

What, Mamma ! do you not remem­
ber it? And you faid, in that cafe, edu­
cation confifted in placing the good on 
the ftrong fide, and the evil on the we~k 
ohe ; to add every day fomething to the 
one, and to leffen the otherJ that in time1 

it might entirely difappear. 

Mo THE R. 

Did I fay fo? 
EMILY. 

Yes, Mamma. I never for get what 
you fay. 

MoT HER, 

Would it were as eaf y to do as to 
ray. 

EMIL.Yo 

Mamma, there is the Curate cominf! 
to meet ·us. I muft run and wdcome1 
him from y OUo 

VoLo IL L 
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FIF'J' EElv'I'H CONVERS.A.CJ' ION. 

EMILY. 

(f-f'alking to her doll, which jhe is drej/ing, 
while her mother is at work at her 
frame.} 

J CANNOT help telling you, Mifs, that 
I am outree * to fee you in this mortifying 
condition. You look frightfully in that 
cap ; and I am quite in def pair when I fee 
yqu fo horridly dreffed. But let rne 
alone, Mifs, I may be one day twelve or 
fourteen _years old, and then perhaps, I 
1nay, for once, have a crown piece to do 
what I will with, and then we will go and 
1nake acquaintance with Mifs Bertin ; we 
fuall have caps and hats., and feathers, 
and pearls, and neck}aces., and mirzas for 
your ears., and watch-frrings, and faihes; 

,;. The Tranflator was obliged to make ufe of th<: French word 
ur.Jri,, t ,e mtanin g of which wiil b1.: ,x_plaincd a little fimhei", 
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and every body will be in an ecfrafy with 

our tafre, and elegance. It js very hard 

that we are now too poor to buy ne­

ceffaries for you. 

MOTHER. 

If thofe be neceffaries, I a1n as 

much to be pitied as Mifs ; for I have 

none of them. 

EMILY. 

Indeed, Mamma, I know too well 

how much you are to be pitied. Your 

bad frate of health prevents you from 

enjoying any thing of that kind; but if 

you were to go into company, you muft 

own you could not do without them. 

MOTHER. 

I own to you, my love, that I have 

never regretted the lofs of health on 

account of thofe privations till now, that 

you put me in mind of it. It is very 

hard as you juftly fay, not to have health 

or riches enough to ruin onef elf in flowers 

and feathers---

E MIL Y. 

You fmile, -Mamrna; is it to make 

fport of me? 
J_, 2 
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MOTHER■-
The ftate of my health leaves me even 

without hope in that refpect; whereas, 
Mifs will be at the height of her riches, 
when you fhall be in poifeffion of the 
capital of five £billings in bank. 

EM r LY. 
Perhaps I may have bought more 

things with my capital than it will pay 
for. What do you fay to it, Ma1nma ~ 

MOTHER. 
You muft confult Mifs ]Jertin; fhe is 

a better judge of thofe 1natters than I. 
I can only remark, that it is fcarcely 
poilib e to make a more refpeB:able ufe 
of money than to f pend it iri feathers and 
trumpery. 

EMILY. 
Come, Mamma, you are in one of 

your jeering humours to-day ; you are 
moeking me, I fee that. But, however, 
I mean only to fpend what you are fo 
good as to gi".'e me for my pocket ... 
money; that is, when I !hall be older, 
and when you will give me a little more., 

-:that Mifs 1nay be better dreffed.. 
/ 
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MOTHER. 

That every body rnay be in an ecftafy 
at her elegance, and the tafte of her 
waiting-gentlewoman. 

EMILY. 

Yes, I fay in an edl-afy. What a ftrefs 
you lay on that word! Did I not h_ear you 
fay the other day, when Mrs.Ji1ontbrillant 

was gon~J how well that woman dreifes ! 
What tafte fhe difplays in every thing :fhe 
wears ! frequently in the 1noft trifling 
orna1nent. vVhat tmftudied elegance ! 
It is difficult to difcover on what it de­
.pends. It is true every thing becomes 
her moft enchantingly---! do not reme1n­
ber to who1n you faid all this, but you 
faid it. Do you not call that being in 
an ecftafy, Mamma? 

MOTHER. 

I fee you have a prodigious 1nemory ; 
but are you fure it was I who faid all 
this? As you are natur~lly a great ob­
f erver, you 1nuft have remarked, that I 
do · not make ufe of exclamations. I 
think alfo, that I am very elegant to 

haveJaunched out with fuch elegance on 
a lady's drefs. 

L 3 



J~I C O N Y :! R S A T I O N S Con. XV'. 
EMILY. 

If yot.{ did not fay it, fomebody faid it to you perhaps. But it was faid. I po­fitively heard it.---Is not that heing in an. ecftafy, Man1ma? 

MOTHER. 
Come, I- fee I muft take this upon myfelf. Ecftafy in thi~ fenfe is the higheft degree of admiration, beyond which it is impoffible for the imagination to foar. A perfon is faid to be in an ecftafy, when fo abforbed by any o~j ect, that every other, though equally prefent, makes no impreffion. Thus, bodily pai.r;1 frequently produces no effect on perfons in a~ ecftafy. 

EMILY. 
How fo, Mamma ? 

MOTHER. 
·They have been feen to wound and burn themfelves without feeling it. 

EM l LY. 
Is it poffible !_ Mamma r 

MOTHER. 
Did you really fee me in fo violent and alarrnii g a fit~1ation on accotmt of the drefs of Mr~ .. MontbrillanJ ? 
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EMILY. 

Not exactly. 
MOTHER. 

It is at leaft your intention to put all 
the world in an ecfi:af y by the drefs of 
your doll, or, to fpeak in more fuitable 
language, by the extreme elegance of 
Mifs. 

. EMILY. 

But, Mam1na, it is a way of talking; 
every body fays fo. You ihould not 
exarnine ~hings fo nearly. 

MOTHER. 

I a1n fatisfied. I muft tell you, that 
your difcourfe to Mifs alarrned me. I 
faw you outree, and in defpair. I faw 
Mifs, on he,r part, and horrible, and 
dreadful, and all on account of her head­
drefs. You are, no doubt, fenfible of 
the force of thofe expreffions. 

EMILY. 

Why, yes. I believe I do nearly un­
derfi:and them. 

MOTHER. 

Then you muft know, that by the words 
dreadful and .frightful, we mean what-­
ever inf pires terror, or affright; that i?> 
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the extreme of terror, or what is the 
moft terrible of all things. You, who 
fecretly ftudy rnythology, are perhaps ac .. 
quainted with the Furies. 

EMILY. 
Yes to be fure, Ma1nrna. They are 

three infernal deities, whofe en1ploy1nent 
it is to tonnent the wicked, and ex·ercife 
the vengeance of the gods upon great 
cri1uinals. 

MOTHER. 
They were_ hideous enough to infpire 

terror. 
EMrLY 

Yes, when they torn1ented poor Orefles. 

1\t10 TH ER. 
Do yo; know how they were dreffed 

about .the head r 
EMILY. 

They were armed with flaming torches, 
and their heads adorned with adders. 

l\A OTHER .. 
It is now to be determined, whether 

your doll have th~ appearance of a fourth 
Fury) becaufe h r cap was not bought 
at Mifa Bertin's. 
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EM r L v. 
I fee, Mamn1a, it is your intention to 

make me ridiculous. 

MOTHER. 

As one outree, you may be a little fo 
perhaps. For, to profefs onefelf outree; 
means that one is wound up to the 
higheft pitch of indignation, in fuch a 

m'anner~ that half a turn more, and the 
machine outree is torn into pieces; and for 
what ? For a cap, for a toy which is not 
to one's liking. I muft tell you, there 
are falfe wits in the world, to whofe ihafts 
fuch a violent fituation would expofe 
you ; but I flatter myfelf your def pair 
would reftrain them. That is beyond a 

jefr. Defpair is the privation of hope. 
Now all mor~lifts agree, that without 
Hope, that ~aughter of heaven, man 
would not, for a moment, cherifli. the 
defire of preferving his miferable exif .... 
tence. Therefore, when you fay you 
are in defpair, I cannot but tremble for 
your life. 

EMILY. 

Which is as . much as to fax, I have 
talked like a fool, is it not ? 
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M .o TH.ER. 

Apply rather to your doll. 
EM· IL Y. 

She 1nakes a fign not very favourable 
to me? 

MOTHER. 
Which proves her to be a perfon of 

good fenfe. 
EMILY, 

What is good fenf e. 
M OTHER . 

Methinks, a perfon of good fenf e firft 
efi::ablifhes an exaft relation between the 
objeft and the ideas conceived of it; 
and, fecondly, an exaft relation between 
the ideas, and the ,words which he ufes 
to exprefs them. 

EMILY. 
And that is very pleafing, is it not ? 

MOTHER. 
If you employ great words to exprefs 

trifling things; if you make ufe of ihong 
\ expreffions to point weak or common 

fentiments, you deilroy this double re­
lation, and then there can no longer be 
either connec't.ion or preci.Gon in your 
difcourfe; and you will acquire the repu ... 
tation of being a perfon of a falfe, fuper .... 
ficial, or frivolous underftanding, who 
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talks like a parrot, without affixing either 
fenfe or fentiment to what you fay. 

EMILY. 

Indeed, Mamma, what you fay de~ 
ferves attention. 

MOTH ER. 

Therefore, had Mifs, who is"'a perfon 
of good fenf e, been in your place, !he 
would have fimply faid, ".I am very 
forry to fee you in this condition. Your 
ward-robe is greatly out of repair, and 
your drefs is fomewhat like the laft year's 
alinanack; but if ever I fhould have a 

little money out of rny favings, to em­
ploy on trifles, they !hall fee that we 
have tafte, and tha.t we know how to 

drefs in a decent and , f uitable manner. 
In the mean ti1ne, it is vexatious, that 
we have not wherewith to gratify this 
whim." 

EMILY. 

I grant it would have been fpeaking 
1nore plainly; but do you think it would 
have been fo ftriking? 

MOTHER. 

Sufficiently fo. I do :iot ufually hear 
any thing yery ftriking 1n your conver­
fations with your doll. 



'S)3 CON r ·E RS A~ 1 d NS Con. XV'. 

EMILY. 
Between you and me, I wifhed to be in 

the mode, and to talk like a fine lady, 
who keeps good company; and I thought 
I had done wonders. . 

MOTHER. 
Between you and 1ne, I a little fuf pecl:ed 

that Emily was making an ape of herfelf, 
and bringing together in a moment more 
hard words, than we .fhall have occafion 
to make uf e of in a twelve-month. 

EMILY. 
You fay, Mamma, that children are 

naturally like apes. Therefore you can­
not reproach me with that. 

Mo THE R . 
Very likely. But there are two forts 

of apes. 
EM I LY. 

Thofe I have f een are all of the fame 
colour. 

Mo THE R. 
. Granted, as to their colour ; but ·as to 
their judgment, one ape may be fa.lfe 
and another true. 

EMILY. 
-Does it go fo far as th~t with apes ? 
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·And pray how does the tenfible ape be-_ 
have? · 

Mo-r HER. 

He imitates only what is good, reafon­
ab le, and fit to be imitated; whereas the 
other adopts without reflection, right 
or wrong every folly, every extrava­
gance which he fees another commit, 
only becatife he thinks it fafhionable. 

EMILY. 

Children would do well, I fuppofe, to 
imitate the fenfible ape. 

MOTHER. 
I have known children not deficient in 

difcernm~nt, who could readily difcover 
what was either unbecoming, mifapplied,· 
or abfolutely w.rong, and pafs a juft judg­
ment accordingly; and yet, in a day or 
two afterward, from an inconfiftency, 
difficult to account for, imitate exactly 
what I had heard the1n fo j\1diciouny. di(~ 

' approve. 
EMILY. 

Do I know any f uch children ? 

MoT HER. 

I a{k you that queftion ~ 1 

Vo1,.. lL. M 
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EMILY. 
If I ihould meet with them, I will ad­

vif e the1n not to. be f o inconfifrent. 
Mo THE R. 

If they be difcreet, they will thank 
you for your advice. 

EMILY. 
I fancy, Mamma, that the defire of 

being in the fafhion is very hurtful ta 
children. 

MOTHER. 
I think with you, that it miileaq.s them 

frequently. But children of good un­
derfran~ings can refift t~is dangerous 
temptation. 

EMILY. 
That is becaufe they fee the danger, 

is it not? 
MOTHER. 

Not only the danger, but the infipidity 
and meannefs of it alfo. 

EMILY. 
And you do not like meannefs, I know. 

MOTHER. 
I aff ure you it is my averfion. 

EMILY. 
Yet you muft allow thofe expreffions 

you condemn are very faihionable. 
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M·o THE R. 

_: I grant .J hear them oftner than I like; 
but that does- not render them more 
agreeable to me. 

EMILY. 

, I am forry for it, Mamma, for it i. 
what you call bon ton. Only aik thof ~ 
Jadies who go into company ? 

MOTHER. 

Bon ton can be only the attribute of a 
juft ·and delicate mind. 

EMILY. 

What do you mean by attribute ? 

MOTHER. 

Or, if you will, the property. 

EMILY. 

That is, what is proper. or belongs to 
it. 

MOTHER. 

Or, one of the marks by which it is 
known. Therefore bon ton cannot con­
fift in rnifapplied exaggeration. 

EMILY. 

Oh! you call that exaggeration, do 
you? 

. MOTHER . 

Good f enf e will term it f o. And· ex .. 
M2 
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;aggeration produces a,n eff ecl: precifely 
Pppofite to what w~ •int~nded. 

EM 1 J. .Y~ 
How fo, Mamm·a? . 

Mor !I~ R. 
Becaufe the i;ntention of ex.'1ggeraiion 

is to ftrengtl;ifn, by, pQw~rf\1l ~xpreffiGns 
what is advanced_, and i.ts ttfe~ weakens 
it. 

.EMILY. 
Then it is labour in v~in. 

MOTHER. 
If it produce an effetl.: contrary to what 

we expe&, it is not only loft labour, but 
very in3urious t:1lfo. Yau fpeak to per­
fuade othe.i:-s that what you fay is your 
opinion. 1'he moft effential characl:er­
iftic of every difcoufo is truth. Now., 

· exaggerated expreffions Fob it of this 
effential characterifiic) and raife fufpici­
ons, either that you do not think as you 
fpeak, or that you think irnproperly; 
becaufe there is no exact affinity betwe~n 
your ideas . and 1yo~r expreffions. 

EMILY. 
But, M~mma, i_f you judge fo fevere­

ly, I affure you, that you may fpend 
your whole life in co11demning every 
th:ing t~at i_~ fa~q. 
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MoT HER. 

It is· not I ; it is good tafte that con­
demns it. 

EMILY. 

Oh! is it only matter of tafte ? 

MOTHER. 

In this fenfe, a matter of tafte is a 
matter off 01ne i1nportance., in my mind. 

EMILY. 

At leaft a little exaggeration is not 
lying? 

MOT BER. 

No, ft 1s not bafe, it is only f oolifh, 
and gives a 1n·ean opinion of one's fenti­
ment, judgrnent, and even of one's dif­
pofu:ion. The ufual commerce of life 
demands, indeed, freedom without pre­
cifenefs. It would be ridiculous to ex­
pect formal and regular difcourfes, and 
to look on an ill adapted expreilion in 
the hurry of converfation> as a crime; 
but a frequent repetition of overfrrained 
epithets, proves a vitiated tafre, · and is 
a defpicable fault. The difcourfes of 
a rattler, who is accufr0tned to exagge­
rate, pafs only for founds void of fenfe, 

M3 
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genera1ly troublefome.i a,f,)d feld01n ho- , 
flOut;-ed w.ith the attentioa of f ~n.U..ble 
people. 

EMILY •. 
So then, my dear Mamma, good-bye 

to all the hard words; you have driven 
them without mercy, fro1n converfation. 
pne £hall make but a poqr figure in the 
great world without the1n. 

MOTHER. 
Methinks one always appears rich 

enough, when one behaves according 
as the circumftance requires. In tl::e 
great world, that is, in comn:on life> 
and peaceful fociety, opportunities fel­
dom occ0-r of n1aking a proper uf e of 
hard words.---You may, by chance, r~­
~olleB: one of our walks this fu1n1ner ? 

EMILY. 
Which of them, Mamma·? 

MOTHER. 
1·0 the village of St. Gratien. 

EMILY. 
Yes! I rerr.ember it very we11---To 

the houfe of Mr. Catinat---W e returned 
on foot. 

MOTHER. .. 
That was not the only circurnCT:anc~ 

that made jr remarkable. 
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EMILY. 

You related to me the fecret hiftory of 

Mr. Catinat. I remember it was very 

interefting. 

M·o Ta ER. 

I muft fay, that neither your doll, nor 

your founding phrafes, brought to my · 

remembrance a hero particurarly cele . 

brated for his philofophical fimplicity: 

But I was thinking of our adventures on 

leaving St. Gratien. 

EM I I!. Y. 

Oh! I know! I knowl It was a 

f weet evening! You faid to me, Emily, 

let us go fro1n the village through this 

lane. We ihall then come tQ a little 

path, which will lead us into the road. It 

is a f olitary walk, but a very pleafing 

one. I replied, come then, Mamma. 

At the very end of the village, at a little 

diftance, we faw a cottage. A young 

woman flood at the door. You faid to 

me, E mily, fee how tall and well made 

that woman is ! though ihe had no ihoes 

to her feet ; ··and looked to be very 

poor. 
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And you 
majeftic •. 

MOTHER. 
may add, fhe looked very 

. EMILY~ 
So fue did, Mamma. I fee 'her frill; 

ihe was leaning, with her arms folded, 
againft the door; ihe looked very de­
jected. 

MOTHER. 
Add alfo,. that her dejection did not 

leffen her majeftic air. 
EMILY. , 

True, Mamma. I · never thought of 
offering her 1noney. 

MOTHER. 
Neither did I. 

EMILY. 
You faid it was a figure like the arch­

angel Raphael. 
MOTHER. 

I might fay, it was a figure in the ftyle 
of Raphael, who had no further affinity 
with the Arch-angel, than the name his 
father gave him in baptifm; and was a 
painter who lived at Rome, more than 
two hundred years G,nce. He was, by 
nature, endowed with fo great a genius 
for painting, and poffeffed fuch fublime 
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talents, that his piclures have been, and 
ftiil .are, the admiration of all who are. 

poifeffed of fentiment and !kill fufficient 
~o appreciate his mafter-pieces. He may 
be called the diviqe Raphael, without in­
curring the cenfure of exaggeration. As 
he gave to all his · figures ini1nitable dig.,. 

Pity and grace, thofe tall, majeftic, and 
{lender figures, have been fince called,. 

Figures in Raphael's ilyle; and the wo­
wan at St. Gratien brought to my mind 

011e of hi~ figure&, notwithftanding her 
rags. 

EMIL v. 

And fo I made a jumble of all that, 
and confounded your divine Raphael with 

the Arch-angel ; the Mentor of young .. 

:Iobias, you know, Mam.ma .. 

Mo TH ER~ 

You have made ufe of your privilege 
of a rattle, and now take the fame li­
berty, by turning an Arch-angel of the 
Old Teftarnent into a Miner1Ja, that is, a. -. 

Pagan goddefs, of who1n our . divine 

Fenelon, for he alfo deferves that epithet?, 

has made the Mewor of 'I'elemachus, fon 

of Ulyjfes; but .at ~your age, there is no 
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great harm in that---As to the beautiful 
wo1nan, ihe was not alone, I think ? 

EMILY. 
No indeed. There were three little 

children almoft naked, playing before 
the door: you a{ked her: Good woman~ 
are thefe your children? She replied, very 
gravely, Tes, Madam, and they have no 
father. And you faid : 1rou have, no 
doubt, left your hujband? She replied> 
'Ihefe three months; jufl before the harveft. 
Sh_e f poke it in a tone that gave me 
pam. 

MOTHER. 
, I too was affected; yet fue did not 
weep. 

EMILY. . 
But I could hardly help crying •. 

MOTHER. 
Neither could I. 

EM (LY. 
Then you faid to her : 'J'he fair will be 

to-morrow in the village. I think you will 
want Jome linen to make up for your 
children. 

MOTHER. 
Well ! .what do you think of this con..-

verfation ? . 
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EMILY. 

I think you were very charitable, and 
' did very right. 

MOTHER. 

I a1n not talking of myfelf; I f peak of 
the beautiful woman with folded arms. 

EMILY. 

I affure you, ihe greatly affected me. 

MOTHER. 

Then fhe expreffed herfelf in proper 
terms. 

EMILY. 

To be fure. 
MOTHER. 

I afk your pardon. She ought to have 
faid, Madam, I have had the 1nisfortune of 
lofing my hufband; his death has plung­
ed us into the moft dreadful mifery. 
Judge of my def pair ! No, I never can 
give you · an idea of the deplorable 
miferable, lamentable fituation in which 
he has left his unfortunate wife and help1 
.lefs children. 

EMILY. 

Woulq that have . been better ?. 

MOTHER. 

I refer it to. y~ur tafte. 
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EMILY. 
But, Mamma, I think all thofe words 

that end in able would be more fuitable 
in company, or when one is talking to 
one's doll. Perhaps, a woman who had 
no fhoes to her feet, had no occafion to 
ufe them. 

MOTHER. 
She would at leaft have made ufe of 

them in their original fenfe, and real fig­
nification, when defcribing her moft un­
happy fituation. 

EMILY. 
To be f ure ! for dolls, rags were out of 

the queftion. ' · • 
· Mo THE R. 

. -> 

U nlefs it were to cover the nakednefs 
of her children. 

EMILY. 
Poor little fouls ! What is the reafon 

they did not excite my pity at the time ? 
Mo TH ER • 

.Becaufe, to make uf e of your exp ref ... 
fions, ,_giddy people reflect <;>nly when 
they cannot help it. 

EM IL Y. 
Yet the mothet made us take notice 

of them • 
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MOTHER. 

You are then of opinion, that ihe fpoke 
more to the purpof e than we have done 
for her? 

EMILY. 

Certainly, Mamma; you think fo too. 
M .o THE R. 

In fuch a cafe, fimple expreffions are 
more powerful than a rhapfody of found .. 
ing epithets. 

E·M IL Y. 

To be f ure, ·they muft. 
MOTHER. 

Nay more ; had fh~ made ufe of all 
thof e word$ that end in able, to foften 
me, refpeEting her fituation, infread of 
effeEting her purpofe, :fhe would have 
prevented the extrem~ ip.tereft her re­
ferve infpired · rne with; and probably 
have converted it into an .. unfavourable 
dif pofition towara her. 

EMILY. 

Why/ o, Marn ma? 
1\10 '.I' HER. 

Becaufe it is obf erved, that in pro­
portion as the grief is real, and the i1n­
preffion profound, the lefs prodigal it is 
of f pee ch. Thofe exaggerated expref­
fions which we fo fr~quently hear in idle 

Vo1. II. N 
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converfation, are commonl v as devoid of 
feeling as they are of ideas: In the ufual 
commerce of life, when people talk for 
talking fake; in fin~, in thofe circles which 
meet only to pafs their time, ·f uch 
language is never heard from a perfon 
affiicred. 

EMILY. 
Probably, the thing fpeaks plainly 

enough for itf elf---
M OTHER. 

And ·ftands in no need of help fro1n 
hard words. 

EMILY. 
You 1nuft allow that we met with a very 

different adventure after we left the 
beauty in Raphael's ftyle. 

Mo THE R. 
· Do you recollect it then ? 

EMILY. 
Certainly, Mamma. It was Mrs. 

Belfort whom we met in the highway, all 
in a fright . 

. MOTHER. 
Do you remember what ihe faid ? 

EMILY. 
_ Not very well, Mamma. Nay, I 
have quite forgotten it. I was, I f uppofe, 
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inattentive to it. Did !he fay any thing 
very remarkable ? 

MOTHER. 

In the firft place, ihe aff ured me, fhe 
had juft run the rifk of her life; that ihe 
had jumped out of her coach in her 
fright; that her coachman had nearly 
overturned her into a ditch, though the 
~oach appeared to me to be at a confider­
able difrance from it. Then fhe was 
very angry with me ; How, Madam, do 
I fee you on foot f uch weather as · this ? 
The heat is intenfe enough to kill one ; 
and for you, who have no more frrength 
than a fly, how can you expofe yourfelf 
and your child to it? I admire your 
courage, but I ihall not imitate it. This 
warm weather defrroys me ; and though 
I fuffer from it now, it is againfr my 
will; but terror makes one run all 
hazards. 

EMILY. 

Was it then fo warm as all that ? 
MOTHER. 

It had been a warm day, but the 
evening was very pleafant ; and I could 
not rank myfelf among the race of 
heroines, becauf e I had walked for half 
-an hour with . my Emily ; I did not find 

N 2 



148 C O N P :E R SA T I O N S Con, XV.. 

1nyfelf overpowered by the heat f o fat as 
to be incapable of reflecting on the con• 
trail: of the two tonverfations in which I 
had been engaged. 

EMILY. 
I will engag~, you gave the prefer ... 

ence to that of the handfome woman ? 
MOTHER. 

The few words fhe uttered made a 
melancholly impreffion on me. 

EMILY. 
Indeed, you talked of nothing elfe the 

whGle evening. 
MOTHER. 

While the lady, who had thteatened 
me with -beholding her perifhing, and fink­
ing under the fimple temperature of the 
feafon, did not ihf pire me with the 
finalleft uneafinefs on her account, not 
the le aft difpofition to tremble for her 
life. 

EMILY. 
Perhaps ihe was no tnore apptehenfive 

than you were ? 
MOTHER. 

I was fo well fatisfied fhe was not, that 
I was perfectly eafy ; but I .... could · not 
help reflecting, as we drew near our 
village, how f oon we are fupplied 
with proper terms, when we fpeak our 
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thoughts and fenti1nents; and what an 
ufelefs expence of words, when one . 
would talk without having any thing to 
fay .. 

EMILY. 

You faid that afide, I f uppofe ; but 
rou ihould have faid it to your little girl. 

Mo THE R. 

You are right. 

EMILY. 

So then you will not admit of ufelefs 
words. Now I will keep you to it, and 
I will :fhew you an ufelefs word in the 
fpeech of the handfome woman you are 
fo fond of. 

MoT HER. 

Pray do. I do not reeollecl: it; and I 
fancy you will be puzzled to d.o ito 

EMILY. 

Not at a11, Mamma. What had the 
harveft to do with her misfortune? Whe­
ther her hufband died' before or after 
harveft, :fhe is juft as much to be pitied. 
Therefore it was ufelefs to mention that 
circumftance. 

MOTHER. 

By which I was the more affected, as 

N 3 
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by that one ufelefs word - was expreffed 
the wlrole extent of her mifery. 

EM I LY. 
What, becauf e it had already lafted 

thre·e months ? · 
MOTHER. 

Not only becaufe it had lafted thtee 
months, .fhe had faid it, and would not 
have repeated it, but becaufe her 111ifery 
began at the 1110ft difrreffing period 
poffible. · · 

EMILY. 

Why fo, Mamma ? 

MOT I-l ER. 
I am aftonifhed, that Emily;- who is -fo 

habituated to a country life, fhould not 
be ftruck bv that circumftarrce. You 
muft have obferved, for a long time, 
that with that clafs of ufeful and ref pee­
table men, to whom we are indebted for 
our fubfiftence, and for aH the produc­
tions of the earth; that the f eafon of 
labour lafrs from the firft to the laft day 
of the year; and the reward of their toil 
lafts only three or four of the fommer 
months ; which is the feafon \vhen the 
·crops of every kind are ga:hered in. The 
father of thofe orphans was doubtlefs a 
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young man, and in the vigour of his 
age,, fince he has left a young wife and 
three little children. Had he died after 
all the crops were gathered, his unhappy 
family would at lea.ft have had fo1ne fub­
fiftence for the approaching winter. But 
h€ died without reaping the fruit of his 
labours during the laft winter and fpring. 
If he was poifeifed of a little meadow, 
who is now to mow it ? If he had half 
an acre of vineyard, who w0uld now take 
care of it, and make the wine ? Afk 
old Noel, how much toil and pains it re­
-quires? Do you fuppofe that the woman, 
charged with the car'e of her three chil­
dren, could do it herfelf? That, I think, 
impoffible. If ihe could not, how could 
fhe manage to pay the mowers and work­
men ihe muft employ? Who will go 
for her into the wood this autumn) and 
collect a few faggots to keep her children 
from dying through cold in their little 
cottage ? You fee, my love, that by 
one word which you think ufelefs., ihe 
prefented to my view numberlefs un­
re1nediable misfortunes, 
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EM I .LY. 

Oh! my dear Mamma ! what difficul­
ties have poor people to ftruggle with ! 
I could ahnoft cry. And yet I faw 
nothing of it in the harveft. See what it 
is to have a head without brains! Luckily 
the weather was not f o very hot as to 
deftroy you ; Providence led you to the 
door of this poor woman; and I am f ure 
you are fenfible how cold thefe poor chil­
dren will be this winter. 

MOTHER. 

Alas 1 my child! one muft have the 
means as well as the will to affi.ft the un­
happy. In that alone the advantage .. 
of wealth confifts. · 

EMILY. 

Mamma, I would give all I have for 
the capital deftined for Mifs Bertin, to do 
as I liked with. 

MOTHER. 

I underftand you. The ufe you would 
make of it, appears to me infinitely more 

-noble and fatisfacrory, than the project 
of expending it in ornaments. · 

EMILY. 

The project is changed, l\liamma. I 
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believe Mifs muil: do without the1n for 
fome ti1ne to come. 

MOTHER. 
That the beautiful woman, who has no 

!hoes to wear, may be the bettet for the 
favings of her toilet. 

EMILY. 
You have gueffed right, Mamma. 

MOTHER. 
And you will fay to her, I am really 

greatly obliged to you; you have cured 
me of a habit of making ufe of hard 
words, which fpoiled my difcourfe. 

EMILY. 
I !hall fay to her, You, and my dear 

Mamma; becaufe~ were it not for her, :I 
!hou1d not have difcovered the beauty of 
what you faid. 

MOTHER. 
I thank you for joining me with her 

in the fervice fhe has done you. 
Had you read with reflection, the au­
·thor of the fairy tale would have cured 
you of this n1alad y. 

EMILY. 
What ! has he alfo a diQike to har<i 

words~ I do not remember that. 



/ 

I 

CONPERSATIONS Con, XV, 

MOTHER. 
Yet, I think you muil: recollect, that 

he inceffantly reproaches the inhabitants 
-0f the H~ppy Jjland for their tafte fot 
exaggerat10n. 

EMILY. 
Oh! that is true ; I now recollect 1t. 

MOTH .ER. 

And alf o, he pretends·, this tafte is in­
compatible with fenfibiliry-, and an in­
fallible fign of the moft perf eel: indif­
ference. 

EMILY. 

· However, he i-s continually reproach­
ing them for their fenfibility. · 

MOTHER. 

He does not reproach them for their 
fenfibility; but he reproaches them for 
affecting it ; for pretending to it, amidft 
the continual diffipation into which they 
are plunged, and the frivolous an1ufe­
ment~ that conftitute their principal oc ... 
cupat1on. 

EMILY. 
• I 

To be fure; continual amufement is of 
no ufe. · · 

MOTHER . 

Particularly, if we wifu to preferve our 
fenfibility. Diffipation is its t01nb, as­
-exaggeration is the tomb of g_ood tafte~ 
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EMILY. 
J?o you make it a matter of tafte 

again. 
MOTHER. 

If ever we fuould be in company with 
the author of the fairy tale, we will afk 
him his f entiments. I will venture to 
fay beforehand, he will tell you, that a 
people who are in the habit of exag­
gerating, muft confequently have the 
tafte falfe ; that the language muft be 
fpoiled and corrupted; and that in time, 
it will lofe all its energy, and become 
totally vitiated. 

EMILY. 
Well, I think that is going a great way 

indeed. 
MOTHER. 

Do you know why the woman at St. 
Gratien did not qualify; with the epithet 
of terrible, the fituation of herfelf and 
her three children ? 

EMILY. 
No, Mamma. 

M-o THE R. 
It is you who are the caufe, 

EMILY. 
How can that be r I aff ure you I am 

innocent of it. 
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Mo THE R. 

You have fpoiled the word, by apply­
ing it to a trifling ornament. 

EMILY. 

But, Mamma, if I fpoiled it, it was 
but very lately, and-it is three _ 1nonths 
fince we were at St. Gratien. I declare, 
you treat me like the poor lamb in the 
fable. You are not, however, of the 
temper of the wolf; but you will have it, 
that I, your little lam~, difturbed the 
waters. 

MoT HER. 

I do not accufe you only; thofe you 
think proper to imitate, th-at you may be 

. in the faihion, and take the ton of the 
great world, and good company, are 
your accomplices . . But, when you mix 
with them from levity or conceit, with­
out reflection, without knowing what you 
are about, you participate in their wrongs, 
and you ceafe to be innocent; you pave. 
faid, that a cap was terrible; another 
fays the fame of the weather, when it 
rains ; a third, of a letter that -is not well 
written ; the effect of which is, that we 
cannot term terrible, fuch things as really 
are not objects of terror~ fo that every 
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one of you have fpoiled the language as 
much as is in your power. 

EMILY. 

I have been to blame ; but I will do 
fo no more. But, Mamma, are you al-
ways innocent? · 

MOTHER. 
I a1n not quite fure that I am. 

EMILY. 

Y efterday, in your converfation with 
Mr. Verteuil, you were talking of I do 
not know what ; and you faid, you were 
near dying with laughing. Yet, thank 
God, you are -alive ftill; nay, you did 
not even laugh ; but you looked rather 
grave when you faid it. 

Mo THE R. 

I was much to bla1ne ; and fhall not 
attempt an excufe. But what I have 
been guilty of is a frefh proof to what an 
extreme you and your companions have 
corrupted the language, fince f uch fimple 
folk as myfelf cannot make ufe of it 
without falling into your err-or.s, ' aT?,d that 
without our own confent, or without per.;. 
ceiving it; fo that by keeping you com­
_pany, we have caught this pernicious 
habit. We quietly hear people fay, they 
:fhall· die with laughing, perifh with enmti, 

VOL, II. 0 
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be ftifled with paffion, without the leaft 
danger of dying, or choaking, or with­
out fuch terrible expreffions caufing the 
leaft e1notion in any one. None take 
offence at continually hearing fuch over­
ftrained expreffions from every mouth. 
We are ufed to them, and make ufe of 

. them in our turn ; becaufe the language 
being corrupted, has loft every fimple 
expreffion . 

• EMILY. 

And was it your lamb·that taught you 
to fpea~ improperly ?---Ah! M;am1na ! 

MOT MER. 

I grant the mifchief · was done before 
my lamb came into · the world. She has 
only played the ape. She thought fhe 
did right to ·'imitate thofe who have 
fpoiled my tongue. . , 

EMILY. 

Yes; but they do not think fo. 
MOTHER. 

Our author affures us, that the lan­
QUage is in the decline, when it comes to 
~hat, as well as the people who fpeak it. 

EMILY. 

Now, Mamma, acknowledge it is ·you 
. who have brought the fairy tale OR the 

arpe-t. I had · nothing to do with it. I 
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keep my promife. I wanted to talk of 
your author twenty times, but I did not; 
yet, as you have brought hitn on the 
ftage, I will tell you, that his tale is full 
of exaggeration and falfehoods, to fay 
:iothing_ of the 1nany dangerous principles 
1t contains. · 

MOTHER. 

I am r:ot obliged to defend the author 
of the tale; he is nothing to me ; but 
fuppofe he exaggerated for the · purpofe 
of ridiculing exaggeration, what would 
you fay? 

EMILY. 

That is anothe_r thing. We wilt then 
forgive him that too. 

_MOTHER. 

What remains js more ferious. I fup­
pofe, when you make fuch folemn ch~r~ 
ges, your proofs are quite prepared. 

EMILY. 

For inftance, Mamrna, all he faid 
about that Colibri made 1ne . laugh, yet 
you muft allow, there does not exift fuch 
a man ; and that it is no,t common fenfe. 

0 2 
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MOTHER. 

I muft allow it is pretty extravagant; 
but I have already obf erved to you, that 
it was his intention, moft probably, to be 
fo in writing it; and f o long as he does 
not force you to divert yourfelf with his 
nonfenfe, he . may indulge himfelf in it 
without any confeq uences. I f uppofe, he 
has fct the character of Prince Colibri in 
f o ridiculo;us a. light, to ibew llS how 
greatly he defpife~ ~hofe fu~llow, frivo­
lous, infignificant) troublefome beings, 
who were formerly called petits ma1tres., 
who fuew neither fenfe_ nor fentiment, 
ancl yet are full of fdf-admirati9n, .a~ an 
age when they can have no right tf, it. 
They convert the· ·eharms of ~ymith, 
which naturally infpires affection and 
go(?d-will, into difguft, and are avoided 
for their, felf-fBffki.ency. You fee he has 
fucceeded h€re again. 

1, - • .I. 

EMILY. 

Wekl then, we muft give him up his 
_Colibris alfo. He only means to ridicule 
them:. Be it f Q. I know none of thofe 
·ger1tlemen; if there be any fuch, fo 
much the worfe for them.. But how can 
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he fay, that if the Princeifes had poffeffed 
all the fine qualities with which the fairies 
would have endowed them, they would 
have been infupportabl~? It is a mani­
feft contradiB:ion. It is certain, the more 
good qualities we poffefs, the nearer we 

approach perf eEtion. 

MOTHER. 

Methinks, my love, that among your 
good qualities, you do not pique yourfelf 
on your indulgence for the author who 
has f o highly annoyed you. 

EMILY. :- , 

But, Mam1na1 am I right or wrong ? 

MO 'I' HER. 

I fuf peel:, that here too he means to ' 

fatirize his brother authors, who fre­
quently, injudicioufiy enough fufpect qua­
lities in the characters they are pleafed 

to draw. 
. . EMILY. 

How fo? 

MOTHER. 

Becaufe there may be a great oppofi­
, tion in different qualities, though equally 

eftimable; and to convince you of it, I 
will. again have·. recourfe to your. fkiij in 

. 0 3 
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mythology. Timidity is beco1ning our 
fex. When you {ay, t,hat a nymph is. 
timid, you immediately render her i.nter­
efting. But you cannot beftow that qua-­
lity on Minerva, the goddefs of ·wifdom,. 
the ·daughter of Jupiter, the warrior 
P atlas; :fhe is poffeffed Gf too mrn;:h for­
titude to be timirl. Now, if your fairies, 
who have given no proofs of difcerpment 
throughout their con9uct,. had beftowed 
on Renet, the timidity of a nymph, with 
the courage of a Minerva, you muft ac­
knowledge they would have made a ridi­
culous affemblage of two qualities, which. 
could not have long agreed together. 
Therefore, it is not fo falfe as you would 
willingly perfuade rne. 

EMILY. 
Well~ now I am dmnb again; but, 

Mamma, in regard to his dangerous prin­
ciples, you will not be able to combat 
me. :Po you reme1nbei= how the little 
companion of Renet maintained, that it 
was right to liften at doors ; and that her 
mother advifed · her to do it; therefore 
her mother taught her to be guilty .of a 
n1eannefs. · 

MO 'PH ER. 
You always forget that you are talking 
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of a fatirical author, who only feems tQ 
approtte vice or folly, _more firongly 
to expofe it, in the moft hateful colours. 
You 1nuft never take it in the literal 

- f.enfe-. There certainly does not exift a 
mother fo vile as to teach her child to 
liften at the door or another, and eftablifh 
fo bafe a vice into a rule; but if a mo­
ther nave fhe · misfortune to be fubject to 
that vice, in vain would fhe exhort 
her daughter to avoid it, who might, with 
great propriety fay, My mother likes that 
I firould liften; becaufe .it is better to 
preach to children by example than by 
ufelefs precepts. Therefore the principle 
which you attack, as being dangerous, is 
one ofthe moft important in education. 

EMILY. 

That is to fay, the difcourfe of the 
n1other fhould not be white, while her 
conduct is black, or elf e her poor child 
would not know how to act. 

MOTHER. 

And the mother would be more likely ,,,, 
to fu bj ect her to follow a bad example 
than a good precept. 
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EMILY. 

I fee, Mamma;. that your author is 
more cunning than big. , 

MOTHER. :·;r 
That is not faying much~; , you have 

feen him, and no one cart well be.tBinner. 

EMIL y-. 
He has a good advocate in you, and I 

fuall fay no more. And fee ! 1ny mu.(ic 
rnafter appears in the horizon-! 

MOTHER. 

You fpeak of him as of a confrellation. 

EMILY. 

See what it is to have ftudied aftronomy 
together. Do you re1nember laft fum1ner, 
lVIan11na, when we ufed to go after fup­
per, and fit upon the bench on the grafs­
plat, fide by fide, conten1plating the 
fi:ars? 

MOTHER. , 

Yes, I believe we already know the 
great bear, and the North ftar. 

EMILY. 

Had it been your pleafure, I fhoµld 
have 1nade a greater progrefs. 

MOTHER. 

Yes, at the expence of your reft ; but 
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I had rather fee you aileep, than wander­
ing in the immenfity of fpace. 

EMILY. 

Mamma, I fhall go and lock up Mifs 
in her trunk, till further orders. 

MOTHER. 

How! ihe has only been returned a 
few days; and is fhe again to fet out. 
for the country? 

EMILY. 

Perhaps fhe is going to fpend the winter 
at one .of her· couat:ry-houfes. 

MOT PIER. 

Thofe -are matters I have no bufinefa 
with. 

EM- ILY. 

Mamma, how much longer !hall I 
play with my doll ? 

Mo THE R. 

Now you talk like a baby. 

EMILY. 

That is true. I 1neant to fay, how 
much longer muft I remain in Mifs's 
fervice? 

MOTHER. 

You know that is no bufinefs of mine. 
Methinks your projects are very extenfive,. 



166 CON-PE 1Z SA 'TIO NS Con, XV. 

fince you impatiently expect the ti1ne 
when you a.re to fourteen years old, to 
furniih Mifs's ward-robe and toilet in the 
neweft faihion. When th~t is done, yon 
certainly wjll wiih to reap the fruit of 
your ·expence. Therefore, I think I am 
not miftaken, when I flatter myfelf, I {hall 
fee you, at eighteen or twenty, employed 
-in dreffing your doll. What a long and 
pleafing profpeB: of delightful a1nufe- ' 
1nent ! 

EMILY. 

Ma1nma, I get nothing from you to-­
day but raillery. I will fay, you are more 
fatirical than you are thin; but I forgive 
your injuftice, and fhall go and fee wh~­
iher my fingers be unfrozen. 
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SIX'I'EEN'I'H ·coNJ7ERSA'I'ION. 

~~ 

EMILY. 

( Enters with her mother, and lays a parcel 
upon the table.) 

NOW we are fafely returned, Mamma, 
with all our bargains, you muft allow, 
that the hurry of Paris is very terrible ; 
or, if that term be too {hong for you, very 
troublefome. One runs the rifle everv 
moment of being entangled with othe·r 
carriages, la111ed, overturned, cruihed to , 
death by a cart, or of trampling over 
thofe who walk. It always gives me 
fuch a turn, Mamma---If you were not 
to tell me not to mind it, I ihould be 
very much afraid now and then. 

MoT HER. 

So ihould I, if fear were of any ufe. 
But fup:pofe there were real danger, fear 
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would only prevent your perceiving the 
mean of extricating yourfelf from it. 

EMILY. 

Can, you then doubt of there being 
danger? 

Mo THE R . 

If there be any, it is very trifling. 
N otwithftanding the. concourf e of people, 
the multitude of carriages, and carts, and 
the numberlefs ftoppages in the ftreets of 
Paris; -notwithftanding the careleffnefs, 
inattention, and ra!hnefs of thofe you fee 
go and come, either in carriages or on 
foot, we feldom hear of any fatal acci­
dent,_ Therefore the -clanger cannot be 
fo great as it is fuppofed. 

EMIL-¥. 

That is the reaf on you never think 
about it? 

MOTH :ER. 
No further than to be certain of the 

prudence of my coachman, on whom I 
depend in the obfervance of two mvari-­
able rules, that of never being in a· hur­
ry, nor of incom1noding, as little as pof­
fible, the foot paffengers; for whatever · 
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commoded. 

EMILY. 

. 
1n-

Then every body belonging tc you 
acts by rule. 

EMILY. 
I know . no better method of extricat­

ing ourfelves from the difficulties we find 
in the ftreets of Paris, and the road 
through life. 

EMILY. 
We have, however, a plentiful frock 

of filks to embroider with at our 
leifure. 

Mo THE R. 
lt will indeed be at your leifure; for, 

you may be fure, you will not work 
often, nor for any length of time to ... 
gether. 

EMILY. 
You have a fpite againft my poor 

frame. 
MOTHER • 

. When you are fifteen years old, you 
may work at it as much as you pleafe ; 
and then, perhaps, you will have loft 
.the defire. Till that time, you will 
give me leave to oppofe you, in regard 
to every fedentary occupation. 

VoL. IL :e_ 
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EMILY. 

Then, Mamma, my a~nt will not have 
her work-bag for a new-year's gift. 

MOTHER. 

You may give it to her at Eafler. A 
prefent is always well received. 

EMILY. 

I fhall fay to her, You muft be angry 
with my Mamma, if I be not too hafty 
with my prefents. = 

MOTHER. 

· I will readily take all fuch fins upon 
rnyfelf. . · 

EMIL v. 
But, Mamma, you do not fay a word 

to me about what happened at the fhop. 
MOTHER. 

Did you take notice of it then? ; 

EMILY. 

You muft needs fay the lady was very -
impertinent. She entered like a fool, 
paid no attention to any ~ody, took the 
chair that you bad been fitting in, and 
-placed herfelf between you and the ihop-
woman, with her back toward you, If 
you were not prudence itfelf, you might 
have hurt yourfelf very much by fitting 
down, imagining your chair to be !till 
behind you. 

/ 



C.on. X Vl. IJF EMIL'r. 

MOTHER. 
. I rather think the lady more thought.,. 
lefs than impertinent. _ 

EMILY. 
·why do you think fo ? 

MOTHER. 
By her confufion, and repeated , ex .. 

cufes, when the gentlewoman of the fhop 
told her, in a delicate manner, and low 
voice, what ihe had been guih j' of. 

EMILY. 
Yes, yes ! Of what ufe are excufe~ 

when the fault is done ? Befide., to be re­
proved by a fhop-woman does honour to 
her education. I do verily believe, Mam­
fn'a., fhe took you for my Governefs, and 
thought I was nobody. 

M ·o THE R. 
In the latter point, ihe was not much 

miftaken. However, if I were difpofed 
to ·rax her behaviour with impertinence, 
it would be for a want of good manners 
toward a little infignificant girl, and the 
perfon whom fhe took for her Governefs. 

EMILY. 
But, Mamma, it is ftill more inex­

c 1fab!e to fail in good manners toward 
(?-Jr t quals. · 

p 2 



t7a C eJ NP ER SA 'I' IO N l Con.XVI. 

MOTHER. 

You are miftaken. Equality eftabliihe~ 
and authorifes a retaliation of affronts. 
Two perfons are then on equal terms. 
He who infults his equal, expofes hi1nfelf 
to the difagreeable confequence of being 
reprimanded ; and it commonly makes 
more noife than the offence given, fo 
that the laugh is againft him. There­
fore, as i:- is not cuftomary among per• 
fons of the fa1ne rank in life to be want­
ing in good manners, propriety and re­
ciprocal politenefs are maintained with• 
out any interference of the laws. 

EMILY. 

, And I being one of the laughers, re.: 
main on your fide. 

MOTHER. 

Which is a proof of the goodnefs ot 
my caufe. However, in what has juft· 
happened to me, there is not the leaft 
offence, fince the lady no fooner per­
ceived her error, than ihe humbled her­
felf to make apologies, and took her 
leave, greatly diffatisfied with herfelf. 
Her confufion induces n1e to conclude_. 
that fhe is not ufed to be in1pertinent ; 
and that fhe may be at this moment 
thinking of the trifling fault ihe has coin-
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mitted, while) if you had not put me in 
n1ind of it, I never fuould have thought_ 
of it. But, I muft acknowledge, that I 
cannot bear to fee people inattentive to -
children and ftrangers ; and I think it a 
poor excufe to fay, I ~fk your pardon, 
I did not know you ; which is ·faying, in 
other words, I referve the right of being 
impolite to all thofe I do not know, or 
wh 'JITI I think my inferiors. This prin­
ciple, and the behaviour that is the con­
frquence of it, conceals, I know not 
what, of. meannefs, and appears to me 
,highly reprehenfible in a civilized nation. 

EMILY. 
A,h ! I know you would have every 

body attent"ive to {hangers; but, as to 
children ! you fay yourfelf they are of 
no confequence . 

. MOTHER. 
It was, you who talked of children be­

ing of no confequence. I am of opinion, 
that children are of very great confe­
quence, and that I a1n always ready to 
pay t~em, on every occafion, the greateft 
attention. 

EMILY. . 
Perhaps that may be - becaufe their 

p 3 
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whole deftiny is wrapped up in their 
fwaddling-cloaths, as the curate fays. 

MoTIIER. 

. That confideration alone 1s f ufficient 
t-0 inf pire a degree of referve in their 
pretence; for, to run the rifk of behaving 
rudely to a hero, however infignificant 
he may appear, would be very difagree­
able. No one would like to reflect on 
fuch a blunder, as having taken tht, 
Emprefs of Ruffia for a common child. 
Bowever, I arh not obliged to refpeEt 
them for form fake. If they fhould 
prove unworthy, I .fhould only have my 
labour_ for my pains. It is then prudent 
.and decent to wait till citcumJl:ances to­
_gethet oper;;ite, and to regulate the at­
tention due to real, and acknowledged 
n1erit of each. But. if it be true, that 
the conviction of the dignity of human 
~ature is a fruitful fource of great and 
noble actions in man; if it be true, that 
without elevated fentiments, virtue is 
_robbed of its beft ornament, I. know 
nothing more proper to inf pire and 
ftrengthen this convil'c-ion in children, 
even fr9m their cradle., than to pay them 



C,on. Xvt. (J F E M 1 L Y 115 

attention. It is warning them, in the 
moft precife, as well as moft noble man­
ner, of the facred engagement every man 
contracts on hjs entrance into life, never 
to deviate from this characteriftic of dig­
nity. Indeed, it is not the refpelt:ful at­
tention we owe to virtuous perfons, great 
men, and patriots; but the attention of 
affection, and · that benevolence, which 
contemplates with delight in the rifing 
generation, the glory and prof perity of 
the next. 

EMILY. 

As a child, Mamma, I am obliged to 
thank you for your principles; it is not 
the place of us children to contradict 
them. 

MOTHER. 

Thefe expreffions of attention and 
aff eEtion may become a kind of barome­
ter,_ as the hopes they' give are realife.d, 
or frufuated. 

EMILY. 

That ·is to fay, you would leffen, or 
increafe thefe teftimonies of regard, ac­
co~ding as the children promifed and 
performed, or promifed without per­
forming. 



176 C O N P l! ~ S A T I O N S Can, XVf.--

1 MOTHER,. 
It is the law of equity. 

EMILY. 
I believe it to be very jufi:; but~ 

Mamma, I do not think it is very fafhion• 
able. Nobody takes any notice of chil--1 
dren except yourf elf. 

MOTHER. 
Methinks that is a very raih· affertion. 

EMILY. 
Oh! children ar~ very good judges of 

that. Yes, Ma1nma, when the parents 
are prefent, they are careffed a little; 
but when they are alone, or out of their 
company, they are not taken the lcaft 
notice of. You have juft feen how it is .. 
The lady, to make atonement for her 
fault, faid to you; Maclain, you have a 
channing child; but I was not to be 
duped by her compli1nent : if I were fo 
very charming, ihe would have found it 
out before ihe took your chair away. 

MOTHER. 
I grant, fuch is the politenefs that 

cufto1n has authorifed, but on which I 
fet no value, nay, could wiih it were 
baniihed from fociety; however, it does­
not exclude true politenefs. ~ 
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EMILY. 

Undeceive yourfelf, dear Mamma; 
and be aff ured, that no one is po.ffe!fed 
of that affection for children you wifh to 
infpire. 

MOTHER. 

If that were the cafe, I ihould be very 
forry ; and I ihould almoft be perfuaded 
of a melancholy truth I often hear re­
peated by elderly people, and which l 
never yet believed. 

EMILY. 

What may that truth be ? 

Mo T ·H ER. 

They fay, that afrer having paffed for 
the model of politenefs .to all Europe, 
our nation daily lofes its reputation, and 
will, perhaps become one of the leaft 
_polite. This reflection mortifies and 
humbles me extremely. 

EMILY. 

But, Mamma, do not be diiheartened;· 
there are ftill many amiable people. In 
the fir.ft place, all your friends and their 
acquaintance ; they make up a great 
number. 

I 



1,~ CO NP E P. S A '1' IQ NS Con,'XVJ. 

MOTHER. 
I ihould be glad to be convinced that I am wrong. 

EMILY. ' 
Befide, politenefs is not fo neceffary 

as many other virtues. 

MOTHER. 
That is to fay, a favage people may 

be good and honeft, though they be not 
polite; but, when I fee a civilized natio'ri 
decline in point of politenefs, I feel th·e 
fame pain, as when I fee an old man re .. 
turned to childifhnefs. 

EMILY. 
• Why fo, Mamn1a ? 

MOTHER. 
What reafon can you affign for im-_/ 

P,olitenefs in a cultivated mind? 
EMILY. 

I can~ot give you any. 
MoT HER. 

For my part, I cannot but think it-
--proceeds from a want of benevolence for 
our fellow creatures, of indifference to 
ri)erit, infenfibility to virtue, and other 
caufes equally important. 

EMILY. 
That .is more ferious than I thought ir. 
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M-0 THE R. 
Indeed your fairy tale has infpir_ed 

me ·with a diftafte for continual diffipa­
tion, and for thofe who only think of 
amufement from morning to night. 

EMILY. 
Ah ! here comes the fairy tale again ; 

I thought we were no more to talk about 
it. 

M o ·T HER. 
I am forry. I rea,d it. All the evil I 

now behold I am tempted to attribute to 
diffipation, and a tafte for trifles. 

EMILY. 
Well, Mamma, that you may think 

no more of it, give me the b_ook which 
Mr.Verteuil brought you. You promifed 
it me, but you are in no hurry to fulfil 
_your prom if e. . · 

MO-THER. 
Come, then---But fuppofe the reading 

it ihould again make me 1nelancholy ? 
EMILY. 

· Why ihould it, Mainma? You would 
not wiih to be melancholy. 

Mo THE R • . 
It is nothing very defirable • 

./ 
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EMILY. 

As you f~y the book is very ferious, 
perhaps it may make you cheerful, as 

- the fairy tale was gay, . and that gave 
rife to melancholy reflections. 

MoT HER. 

Let u~ try~ You may read the in-­
troduction before dinner; and, if you 
fuould be pleafed with it, I will truft you 
with the book. 

EMILY. 

Now liften with attention. 
MOTHER. 

I do ; but I believe, that the author 
more ef pecially addreJTes himf elf to 
young perf ons. 

EM I~ Y. 

So much the better--­
M o T HER. 

I mean young people, who a-re co1ne 
to years of difcretion ; for I thought, 
when I looked over his hook, I faw many 
things above your comprehenfion. 

' EMILY. 

We· !hall fee that, Mamma. Are you 
-. likt -fe 2.cquainted _with this author? 

MOT HE"' ... 
No, my dear. 
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EMILY. 

Then you do not know whether he be 
_ thin or fat ? 

MOTHER. 

We will endeavour to guefs when we 
ihall have read his introduction. 

EMILY • 

. Does he intend to print his book? 
. Mo THE R. · 

I do not know; but I may keep the 
-manufcript as long as I pleafe. 

EMILY. 

Come, let us read. 

( She reads.) 

M .E D I T A T I O N 

ON THE 

F1RST PRINCIPLES OF MORALITY. 

cc How pleafant it is to exift, to think, 
" and to feel ! '· I will be fenfible to vir­
" tue, that I may love it. I will reflect, 
" that I may difcover the truth. I will 
" exift, only· to worthily fulfil the end of 
" my lot." 

Mamma, he is no greater a friend to . 
diffipation than you are, it feems. H~-
1nuft be a favorit.; of yours. 

Vo1. II. Q._ 

.. 
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MOT HER. 
c We fuall fee that. 

EM 1 L Y (reads.) 
" I will do . good, becaufe it is pleaf­

" -ing fo to do. I will flee from evil, be­
cc caufe it fills the heart with horror and 
" bitternefs. 

" In the morning, I will open my 
" heart to the joy of being able· to do 
" good. · I will yield myfelf up to reft, 
" with the fatisfacl:ion o_f having lived in 
" innocence. I will endeavour to do 
" the following day the good which I 
cc omitted to do the preceeding." 

I dare fay, Mamma, fuch a life would 
fuit you? 

MOTHER. 
I hope it would fuit you too. 

EM 1 LY ( continues.) 
cc I will enjoy all the bleffings of life, 

cc without pride or ihjuCT:ice. I will be 
cc contented without thofe things which I 
" have not, without humour or repining." 

That is right, for what ufe is it to 
cornplain? 

( She continues.) 
" 0 Truth, be thou the light of my 

H 1-1nderf.l::anding ! 0 Virtue, be thou 
" the guide of my life ! 0 Benevo-
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" lence, Love, Gratitude, and Friend­

" ihip, be ye n1y only enjoyments l" 
A propos, Mam1na; do you know, I 

am very glad I am in the world? 
MOTHER. 

So, f o l and for what reafon ? 
EMILY. 

For many reafons. Firft of all, one is 
glad t_o be alive ; and then every thing 

which one fees is fo beautiful; and then 

one is fo happy, though one does not 

know why. 
MOTHER. 

Your reafons are not very clear, though 

I do not in the leaft doubt their excel­

lence. Is it a difcovery you have juft 

now made? 
EMILY. 

Oh! no, Marnma ! I have known it a 

long time. But I think more of it after 

dinner, than in the morning. I then feel 

a fecret and general joy and fatisfaEtion. · 

. MOTHER. 

I formerly ufed to feel it; but .fince I 

have loft my health---
E MIL Y. 

· 0 h ! do not let us talk of that, my 

dear, dear Mamma; you are very well 

now. 
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MOTHER. 
Befide, that general fatisfacrion which 

you feel, without any caufe, is contagious 
to me. 

EMILY. 
What, do you catch it? 

MOTHER. 
I always do. But fuppofe we go on 

with our reading? 

EM r LY { continues.) 
" I will love all mankind as my fellow 

" creatures. I will adorn my exiftence " with that of others. I will extend my 
" benevolence to every thing that fur­,, rounds me, to the end that my heart 
« · may be continually dilated with the 
" happinefs of being ufeful and beloved. 

c, If it be true, that men are more 
cc wicked than they were,. I will make 
" indulgence and mildri.efs my ordinary 
cc con1p4nions, that I may not be un­
" happy from the vices and def etts of 
f' others." 

Yes, for that does not inf pire that im­
ward fatisfattion. 

( She continues.) 
cc I will be happy in the happinefs of 
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" others, becaufe happinefs produces 
cc and diffufes joy, as a falutary fpring 
cc diffufes fruitfulnefs. I will pity the 
c-c unhappy, becaufe we may relieve their 
cc fufferings, by fharing them. I will 
" forget the wicked man and his· actions, 
" becaufe I o~ght to hate them." 

That is very clever, for example. 
( She continues.) 

<c I will live only to open my hear~ 
u to what is good, and conformable to 
" order. I will fhut it to the poifon of 
" hatred and envy, that it may be pre­
cc ferved from corruption. I will repel 
cc injuftice without complaining or re­
" venging; becaufe he who commits it 
" is fufficiently pt:ini!hed 5n. being wick­
" ed." 

That is true again. 
cc I will be j uft, moderate, and coin­

cc paffionate in profperity, that I n1ay 
" be worthy of it." 

And f o will I. 
cc Patient and refolute in adverfity, 

" that I may overcon1e it." 
And fo will I, if I can. 
" I ·will not murmur at the events of 

" life, becaufe I neither know the caufe, · 
" nor the end of them. I will contem-

Q_.3 
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" plat~ the immenfity ~f the unive~fe, 
'' and its abyfs, to cure 1n me the pnde 
" of believing myfelf of confequ~nce. " I will obferve the ~ares of the author 
" of nature, for the 1neaneft and frnalleft 
" of created beings, that I may not 
" think myfelf forfaken.,, 

That is fine, Mamma. 
cc I will pafs my Jeif ure in confide ring 

" the order and 1nagnificen½e of his 
cc works, that I · n-1ay have fubject:s · of 
<< continual ad1.niratfon and rejoicings. 
" All living and iaanima,te beings obey 
'' his .laws, and find their happinefs and 
'· prefervation in their obedience. I 
" will fuh111it to his will, that I m:;iy be 
" happy." 

Come then, let us obey. But, Man1ma, 
"is it very certain, that happinefs is the 
confequence of ohedience. 

MOTHER. 
It is clearly demonftrated in my qpi­

nion. One of the moft evident laws of 
nature., for example, is to enjoy the de­
lights of life with moderation and wif­
dom. Go beyond the temperance which it 
prcfcribes, and you enjoy neither real, nor 
imaginary pleaf ures, but fhort and fleet­
ing, and which muft foon be followed by 
repentance, and the · lofs of inefri1nable 

/. 
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pleaf ures, f uch as the health both of 
body and foul. You fee at what a price 
it would be allowable for you to def pif e 
the rules of temperance. 

EMILY. 

I underfrand you. This is another fine 
{hoke at diffipation. Give yourfelf up 
to it and adieu to health. 

Mo Ta ER. / 

At le aft adieu to · the health of the 
foul. 

EM r LY ( continues.) 

cc I will admire the works, and the 
cc virtues of man, his courage and his 
" conftancy, his genius, and the fubli­
(c mity of his thoughts; and I will re­
cc joice in being of his fpecies. I will 
" turn my eyes, from the afpett of vice, 
" that its meannefs may not contract 
" my heart, and make me blufh for my 
cc fellow creatures." 

That again is very well faid, for it is 
very painful to behold vice. 

" Let 111e never be tired of doing good. 
cc May the certainty of paffing my life 
(C in innocence never forfake me, that I 
" may cherifh._the defire of life." 
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Mam1na, I muft try to obtain that cer­
tainty, for I have a great defire of Ffe, 

MoT HER. 
So much the better, provided that liv­

ing, and living well, be the fame thing 
with you, a~ it is with all virtuous per-fons. · 

EMILY. 
0 h ! that is underftood. 

( She continues.) 
cc · I will look on life as a fleeting 

" poffeffion, and will make the rnoft of " it, that I may give it up without regret, 
cc when I have enjoyed it for the hap­
" pinefs of others and for my own.'' 

Yes, indeed we muft give it up. 
" Virtue is better than life, fince there 

" can be no happinefs without it, and 
" that life without happinefs is not worth 
" preferving." 

That is clear to me. 
" M ay I rather ceafe to be, than to do 

" evil!" ' 
To be fure. 
" M ay I never be fo t1nhappy as to be 

cc even the innocent caufe of n1isfo rti..me 
" to others!" 

G od for.bid I ever fhould ! 
" Falihood £hall not approach n1y 
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cc heart; a lye fhall never pafs 1ny lips; 
" becauf e I fhall be a gainer by !hewing 
" rnyfelf fuch as I am." 

And fo fhall I, at leaft I hope fo. 
" The more enlarged and numerous 

H are my duties, the more fubjec1:s of 
" fatisfaB:ion fhall I experience." 

I fhall not ftand in need of diffipation, 
, fuall I ? Oh! 'Mamma ! dinner is going to 

be ferved in the middle of my meditation. 
MOTHER. 

I did not f orefee you would at the 
fame time make your comments. 

EMILY. 
Did they difpleafe your 

MOTHER. 
Not at all i I was much pleafed with 

th€m; but it did not fuorten the leB:ure. 
EMILY. 

Becaufe when I a1n with you, Mamma,. 
I am accuftomed to think aloud. 

MOTHER. 
Methinks yqur thoughts' of the work 

a.re not unfavorable. 
EMILY. 

So little, Mamma, that I feize upon 
the book as my own. 

Mo THE R. 
I cannot oppo(e f uch violence, 
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EMILY. 

Yet there is nothing new in it, Main­
ma; it is what we fay every day, and 
what I have always experienced. When­
ever I do wrong, I a1n unhappy; when 
I am fatisfied with myfelf, I feel an in­
ward delight, and am fenfible of the 
caufe of it. When I can do good to any 
one, I am fo pleafed ; when I fee any 
one fuffer, I am as 1niferable as if it were 
myfelf; and that is in three words wh~t I_ 
have-been reading, except that it is not 
fo well expreifed. 

MOTHER. , 

That is, in my opinion, a proof that the 
author well knew the elements of hap­
pinefs, fince his principles are confonant 
with your experience. Were I to object 
to them, I ibou~d· fay they were fo1ne­
what vagu~. 

EMILY. 

What is the meaning of vague ? 
MOTHER. 

It is exactly oppofite to precifion; ge­
neral maxin1s are inconteftible. No one 
doubts, for inftance, that the happ_inefs 
of man is founded on virtue. But it is 
in the application of general maxi1ns to 
our particular fituation, that the fcience 
of living well confifts ; and it is the bu-
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fin.efs of virtue to follow them faithfully, 
even though our prefent, or miftaken in-

' tereft, and our paffions of the moment 
fhould contend with them. To write 
or f peak, to read or repeat general and 
inconteftab]e rnaxims, is doing nothing 
toward the improvement of this moft im­
portant of all fciences. 

EMILY. 
. { 

That is to fay, the fcience of living 
well, is it not ? 

MOTH E 'R. 
. Only he who fpeaks better · than an­
other, who expreffes thefe 1naxin1s in a 
more happy manner, with more fire, 
more ftrength, more feeling, deferves 
the praife due to eloquence; and a very 
noble praife it is; but not . the higheft of 
all. 

EMILY. 

Then it is not what you prefer ? 

MOTHER. ,, 

If one of your brothers :fhould a{k 1ne 
that queftion, I :fhould fay ; To which 
of the warriors, do you think, would be 
entruft:ed the defence of his country ; to 
him who fpeak.s beft on the ufe of arn1s, 
or to him who, _without fpeaking, makes 
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ufe of them with the great.eft dexterity 
and courage ? 

. EMILY. . 

My brothers would reply like brave 
foldiers, To the latter. 

MoT HER. 

Becaufe proofs muft be made in war; 
and proofs cannot confift in · words. It is 
the fame in regard to virtue. It is the 
tutelary fl1ield of our innocence, and of 
every valuable bleffing that is beftowed 
upon us. The life of one virtuous man, 
is more inftruB:ive, more contagious, and 

_ more inflammatory, if I may be allowed 
the term, than all that the fineft writeri 
can fay on the fubjeB:. 

EMILY. 

But, Mamma, the one does not pre­
vent the other. 

MOTHER. 

True. Speaking well does not pre­
vent doing well; but the one is much 
more effential than the other. 

EMILY. 

T hen all things confidered, Mamma, 
you do not approve of this work ? · 

. MOTHER. 

How precipitate you are ! W e have 
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only read a few pages, and you would 
have me judge, and even condemn it ! I 
think it a very good book; except, that 
in th€ part we have read, I find more 
fweetnefs than energy. 

EMILY. 

Well ! f weetnefs is very pleafing. 
MOTHER. 

Particularly wheq heightened by a 
little energy and flrength. 

EMILY. 

Energy is your delight; you would 
have . it in every thing. 

MOTHER. 

How unjuft you are ! When we were 
reading the other evening before we re­
tired to reft, that paftoral of Gejfner, in 
which Myrtillo vifits the neighbouring 
lake by rnoon-light---

E M .I LY. 

Oh! I remember it, Marnma ! The 
profound ftillnefs of the night, and the 
f weet warbling of the nightingales, de­
tained him a. long time on the banks of 
the lake, in filent ecftafy. At length he 
went back to his cottage, and found his 
father afleep in an arbour of vine-trees 
adjoining the cottage. You fai<l, it would 

Vo1. II. R 

,, 



194 C O N P E R 3 A T I O N S Con. XVI. 

make a good picture, and that you fancied 
you faw henae the venerable old man, 
with his grey locks, lying on the grafs, by 
the light of the moon. Then how beau­
tiful is the f pee ch which the fon makes to 
his-fleeping father ! You faid, there was an 
inexpreffible charm and fweetnefs in that 
author. Then you gave me leave to read 
Amintas and 'I'ytirus, and Menalchus and 
P alemon, the prettieft of all ; and you 
faid, Mr. Gejfner 1nufi: have been a good 
fon; and that he deferved to have fons 
like himfelf, as he knew fo well how to 
paint filial piety in fuch affecting colours. 
And the next day I remarked to you, 
that one flept the better for having read 
fuch an author---

M OTHER. 

Did you ever hear me fay thofe de­
lightful paftorals wanted energy ? 

EMILY ( embracing her mother.) 
Ohl Mamma, I was wrong, I was 

wrong! 
MOTHER. 

I look not therefore for energy where 
it would be mifplaced: however, we 
may fettle our difpute without quarrelling; 
you have taken 1ny book, you fl1all read 
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a n1editation every morning, if you think 

proper. I then will give you a book 

written by a lady of great 1nerit, with 

whom I am acquainted. 
EMILY. 

Vlhat is it about ? • 

MoT HER. 

She made an extract of Plutarch's 

Lives, for the ufe of a young perfon who 

has reaped great advantage from it. 
You know what an extr2.2 is, @.nd you 

comprehend that it is a collection of the 

moft remarkable actions of all the great ,, 

and virtuous perfonages of antiquity. If 
you pleafe, you ilialt after every medi­

tation, read one of thefe extracts, and 

we iliall fee which of the two you will 

like the beft. 
EM IL Y. 

·Now you talk, Mamma. We will 

judge the caufe together.- I dare fay 
thefe extracts do not want energy. 

MOTHER. 

Or f pirit, if you prefer the word. 

EMILY. 

But why are you fo fond of it ? 
. R 2 
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MOTH E :R. 
Becaufe it vivifies and keeps up every 

thing jn nature, Death js only a privation 
of every kind of animation. You have 
hinted that you are fond of life ; you then 
muft be as much pleafed with energy as 
myfelf. 

· EMILY. 

But, Mamrna., how can you carry -i~ 
fo far; you have no more vigour than a 
fly., as Mrs. Beltort fays. 

MOTHER.- ., 

The rnore we are deprived of bodily. 
ftrength., the more valuable and neceffary 
does our mental vigour become. With­
out it what could we do? 

EM IL Y. 

Oh! you do not want for that. Only 
afk Mr. Ferteuil? 

MOTHER. 

I do not think I have more than a 
fly., to 111ake ufe of the comparifon of 
Mrs. Beltort. But come, let us go and 
repair our animal ftrength, and then we 
will think of increafing the fi:ock of our 
mental powers. 

' 
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,SEVEN'I'EEN'I'H CONV ERS.d'l'ION. 

EMILY. 

WHAT a long time it is, my dear 
Ma1nma, fince you and I fate fide-by-fide 
together; and what a painful feparation . 
it has been ! But you are now, thank 
God, out of danger, your ftrength vifi­
bly returns, and to-day you look quite 
charming. 

MOTHER. 

Indeed, I have not been fo well thefe 
fix months paft; the ref ore I would not 
have any other nurfe this evening than 
my Emily. 

EMIL y ~ 

Say your unhappy Emily, who has been 
cruelly feparated from you. When you 
were at the worft, I was not f uffered to 
fee you. When you grew a little better, 

R3 . 
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they let me come into your room ; but I 
~as forbidden to fray, left, as they faid, 
you fhould be too much affected. It is 
_only for thefe eight or ten days that they 
chave fuffered · me to fray a little, and 
render you any little fervices. But now, 
thank God, we are alone. I hope no­
body will think fit to object to it; and 
that you will not let ther.n fend me away 
whenever I come to your door. 

MOTHER . 

You may eafily imagine how painful 
this ne~effary feparation 'has b~en to m~ 
alfo; but let us think no more of .the 
paft, except it be to rejoice in our re­
union.-,.-How we will prattle together t , 

' . 

EMILY. 
. No, no, my dear Mamma ! I have 
been ftriB:ly enjoined not to let you talk. 
They fay it may occafion a relapfe. 

MOTHER. 
They know not what they fay, . my 

love. You may affure them, that after 
converfing an hour or two with my chi d, 
I {hall feel myfelf more alive, than after 
[wallowing their potions., and ,all they 
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can invent, to reftore my health. Be.fide, 
I find myfelf very well; I took the air 
this morning on my little terrace, while 
you were at the .'J'uileries. The firft fine 
days · in fpring are f o pleafant, and do 
one f o much good ! 

EMILY. 
{ 

_ So they are---I _ thought-- now if my 
Mamma could but be here ! 

MOTHER. 

And I faid to myfelf, Ah! if I had 
but my Emily to lean upon, while I walk 
up and down my terrace! 

EMILY ( embracing her mother.) 
Here fhe is, 1ny dear., my good Mam­

ina ! 
MOTHER. 

Only inftead of walking we a_re talking. 
And not to give any caufe to the Doctor 
to find fault, I will not fpend my capital, 
but live on my income. 

EMILY. 

That is right, he recommended you 
f o to do ; thof e were his words, I now 
hear him as if he were f peaking. f-Iow­
ever, "I hope· he will not reproach me for 
our tete-a-tete? 
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MOTHER. 
Fear nothing. I a1n now {hong enough 

to def end you. 
EMILY. 

What were we talking of, my dear 
Mamma? -

MOTHER. 
Indeed I do not know. We have fo 

many things to fay, and fo many quef­
tions to aik each other, we :!hall not have 
done the1n thefe ·two months; and it is 
very natural we :fhould not know where 
to begin. 

EMILY. 

What was the drea1n you were going 
to tell me five or fix days ago, when our 
fweet friend, Mrs. 'I'ernan, forbade you to 
talk. 

MOTHER. 
· Ah! the drea1n ! I remember it. It 
µ1ade me very uneafy. 

EMILY. 

Well., then, we will not talk of it. 

MOTHER. 
Oh ! I am not fo much alarmed by it 

as to lofe 1ny fear of talking of it; on 
the contrary, I :!hall be . happy to tell it 
you, and to know what you think of it. 
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EMILY. 
In that . cafe then, my dear Ma1nma, 

_pray tell 1ne your dream ? 

MOTHER. 
In my dream I faw a little girl. 

EMILY. 

Juft like me, I fuppofe ~ 
MOTHER. 

You will fee. She might be five or 
fix years old. 

EMILY. 

Oh ! it was not I. 
MOTHER. 

I felt for this child fuch a warm and 
tender affecl:ion, that I examined her 
with the moft minute attention ; and I 
obferved, with fingular pleafure, that 
without having loft any of the charms, or 
the fimplicity of infancy, fhe already pof- , 
feffed that fenfibility, difcretion, and 
judgment, which fee1ned to fui·pafs her 
years. I thought I difcovered that it 
proceeded fron1 her frequent converfa­
tions with her mother. There reigned 
betwixt them f uch an extreme tendernefs, 
f uch a fine ere and intimate friendfhip, 
that the fight alone of their manner of 
living together, filled my eyes with tears 

,, 
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of pleafure. They were never abfent 
fro1n each other day nor night. 

EMILY. 

Do not talk fo earneftl y, my dear 
Mamma. 

MOTHER. 

When the 1nother was obliged to be­
ftow fome time on domeH:ic concerns, or 
on other indifpenfible duties, it was 
difpleafing to her; and all ihe wifhed was 
to return to her child. VVhen her ill ftate of 
health prevented her from accompanying 
her daughter in her walks) and partaking 
her other ex-ercifes, then the child was 
affected. She 1nade a fenfible progrefs 
in every point of her education; and if 
ever the giddinefs or inconfiftency natu­
ral to her years, happened to miilead her, 
one word, one look from her mother, 
_was no f ooner uttered, no f ooner glanced, 
than the child felt, and made an excufe 
for her little error. One thing ftruck 
me, which was> that fue always accufed 
herfelf of her faults to her mother; and 
the latter was commonly obliged to act 
a very fatisfactory part for a mother, that 
of extenuating them, of feeking excufes 
for them, and of taking the child under 
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_ her protection, f o to exprefs n1yfelf, a­
gainft her own feverity. T'he only fub-
j eel: of difagreement I could remark 
between two perfons fo clofely united 
was, that the mother was fometimes 
obliged to contradict: the child, refpeB:ing 
her tafte for fedentary employments, and 
even for the excefs with which ihe gave 
herfelf up to reading. She never would, 
for inftance, go to -bed early, though. 
children require a great deal of fieep; 
and the only proof of tendernefs the mo­
ther was obliged to deny her was, not 
going to-bed when ihe did. 

EMILY. 
Indeed, Mamma, I cannot flatter my­

f elf that I know the child. 
MoT HER. 

On a fudden, I loft fight of her 
in my dream. It occafioned 1ne inex­
preffible anguifh. I was miferable in 
endeavouring to find her again ; I made 
many efforts equally painful as ufelefs, 
and I fo la1n ented the lofs as to render 
1n y nurfes apprehenfive on 1ny account. 

E MILY. 
Ma1nma, you had the night-mare; 

they fay it happens in ficknefs. It is 
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very painful; but you will fieep better 
to-night, will you not ? 

MOTHER. 

At length I found her agai.n., and 1ny 
joy was audibly expreffed. At firft I 
hardly knew her again, ihe was grown 
remarkably tall. 

EMIL-Y. 

Perhaps fhe was two years and a half 
older; was, ihe as tall _as•. I ? 

MoT HER. 

I do not think there was the fmalleft 
difference. The mother fee1ned to be 
much altered, .and I was hurt to fre her 

~o. 
EMILY. 

Ah ! that was the night-mare again. 
MOTH EB,. 

I---Iowever, I knew them· by the tender-
. riefs that ftill fubfifted betwixt them; 

but the manners of the young lady were 
altered., and did not feen1 the better for 
the change. I re1narked a certain ex­
travagance in her converfation, and even 
in her conduEt. Her whole attention 
ieemed to turn toward frivolous · dif­
courfe., and frivolous objeEts. Her mo­
ther was affeEted, but expreifed it not; 
and I faid to myfelf, What is beco1ne of 
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that candour that ufed to reign between 
them ? But my furprife was greatly in­
creafed, when I heard the young lady 
entertain her mother for nearly half an 
hour with what the nurfes, the gover­
nefs, and the maid, had faid in the 
1norning, while at breakfaft. The latter 
had been prefented by her Miftrefs with 
a gown, and had called a confultation 
with the governefs and the nurfes, to de­
tennine whether it fhould be made up 
into a night-gown or a polonais. I believe 
the young lady herfelf was de.fired to 
give her opinion; fhe related the pro 
and con with the greateft exactitude, 
and the good mother liftened with pa­
tience the ref ult of the deliberation, 
which was to her the _!Iloft infipid thing 
in the world. As to n1yfelf, I was fo 
ftruck with this goffiping---

EMIL Y ( burjls into tears.) 

But, Mamma, if you knew how ftriclJy 
I was forbidden to talk to you of any 
thing ferious, or that could in the leaft 
affect you ; they threatened me, that I 
lhould not fee you again for a week, if I 
-fpoke a word that could intereft you. 

VOL. II. s 
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MOTHER • . 

What, Emily, do you pretend to act a, 
part in my dream ? Or has the young 
lady commiffioned you to fpeak for her> 
and to make her apology ? 

EMILY. 

Indeed, Mamma, I think there i's oc­
cafion for one. 

MOTHER, 

It was not my intention to afflict you, 
and you afford me great confolation on 
her account: For I plainly faw, that her 
poor mother ( only fee how e_afily mothers 
are alarmed) fuppofed her daughter had, 
by I know ·not what fatality, fuddenly 
changed her dif pofition, and adopted the 
habits, and the goffiping of a lady's­
maid. 

EMILY. 

That is, becaufe you did not dream of 
what happened in the interim. 

, 

MOTHER. 

What is it pray ? 
EMILY. 

It is, that the mother you have f o 
much reafon to love, fell fuddenly ill, 
and was in fuch extreme danger, as to be 
f uppofed dead., and at a time, when al\ 
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her relations and friends were in the 
country, or travelling. If you had feen 
the def olation and diforder the houfe was 
in! Every body was diftreifed, and knew 
not what to do. Her poor child was, for 
feveral days, without any other notice 
being taken of her, but being placed in 
a corner of her Governefs' s room, whence 
fhe was not to move. When the danger 
was over, fhe had not, as I faid, leave to 
fee her mother ; and had not, for a long 
time, any other fociety than that of 
nurfes and waiting-women. 

MOTHER. 

You infpire me, my love, with equal 
affection and compaffion for the young 
lady; but you alfo prove to me, how 
greatly a public education, if well infri­
tuted, is to be preferred to a private one, 
fince the latter expofes a child to neg­
leB:, through the abf ence of a fingle 
perfon. 

EMILY. 

You fay yourf elf, Mamma, that chil­
dren are like foft ·wax. Are you afto .. 

S· 2 

... 
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niihed to find your ftick of wax fpoiled 
when you thi-ew it on the ground ? 

MoTHER. 

You mean, when my weak and trern­
bling hand let it fall. 

EMILY. 

Yes. That is what I intended to {ay. 

MOTHER. 

I may have faid, that children are, 
like wax, fufceptible of good or bad im­
preffions; and therefore it is very im­
portant that the firft impreffions ihould 
not be bad: but when good ones are re­
ceived, they ought to remain; for, if 
the laft comer can imprefs what he 
pleafes on the foft wax, it fucceffive-
1y and indifcriminate ly, takes all forms 
good or bad, and confequently preferves 
none, nor will ever be of any value. 
I believe, good wax hardens, in proportion 
as it receives good impreffions; ne"ither 
is it in every one's power to efface them. 

EMILY. 

Do you then thiDk, my dear Mamma, 



Con, XVII, OF EMILr, 

they are all effaced in this poor child? 
MOTHER. 

So far from it, that if I ihould fee her 
mother again in. a dream, I will confole 
her, as well as I am able, on account of 
her daughter ; and I hope to perf uade 
her ihe was alarmed too f oon. 

- EMILY. 
How greatly I ihall be obliged to 

you, my dear Mamma ! 

MOTHER. 
~ I can tell what the mother will fay to 

me. 
EMILY, 

What, l\1amma ? 
MOTHER. 

In the firft place, ihe will tell me, that 
the women in her f ervice are perfons of 
tried honefty, and attachment; and that, 
if their fociety be not ufeful to the edu­
cation of her daughter., ihe does not fear 
their company being hurtful to her. 

EMILY. 

Indeed, ihe is not 1niftakeh. 
MOTHER. 

In the fecond place, that if ihe were 
~larmed, it wa·s not fo much on account 
of the change in 'thr manners and fubjects 

s 3 
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of converfation in her daughter, as the 
lofs of many good habits ihe obferved 
in her, and which fhe found no longer; or 
at leaft greatly weakened. 

EMILY. 

What habits, Mam1na ? 
MoT HER. 

For inftance, fhe pretended, that her 
daughter was early perfuaded of the im­
portance of being punctual and ready at 
a moment, either for her amufements or 
her oecupations. · That was one of the 
very beft impreffions that had been given 
t·o the wax. The contrary habit, befide 
the daily inconveniences attending it, 
may give rife to greater inconveniences 
on more important occafions. This , 
young perfon then f eemed to have con­
tract:ed, from her own convicrion, a moft 
fcrupulous puncruality; and her mother 
reckoned it among the number of her 
good qualities and ineffacible impreffions. 

EMILY. 

Well, and fo ? 
MOTHER. 

Well ! fhe thought fhe perceived, in 
the latter part of her drea1n, that 
this quality was eclipfed, and this good 
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habit no longer exifi:ed. Whence, faid 
{he to me, can this change proceed? 
Why has ihe always fomething elfe to 
do, when ihe ought to fet about what is 
propofed her? Why is :!he a quarter of 
an hour in determining? How does it 
happen, that her uf ual occupations al­
ways feem to come unexpecl:edly; and 
that fhe is never ready at the proper 
time. She, who ufed to be puncl:uality 
itfelf ! You muft acknowledge, con­
tinued fhe, there muft be a caufe for 
this kind of vague inattention, which 
either makes her loiter, or acl: with 
precipitation; when before this period, 
:!he was equally diftant from either ex-­
treme? 

EMILY. 

Do you not think, that might be the 
confequence ·of that trouble, to which fli.e 
was expofed, during the fatal interval 1n 
which your dream was interrupted ? 

MOTHER. 

I will readily believe it; more ef peci­
ally if that hurry and its confequences. 
fhould vani{h with their caufe. 

EMILY. 

You may he f ure the little girl will 
do every thing that depends on her, to 
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confole a mother who is dearer to her 
than life. 

MOTHER. 

·yet I have heard fay, that this def e&, 
which fhe does not acknowledge, the 
unforefeen difcovery - of which has fo 
1nuch affected the mother, has lately 
been carried to a great length. 

EMILY, 

In what, Man1ma ? 

MOTHER. 

For inftance ; ihe had made it an in­
variable rule, never to make a tradefman 
or a workman wait a moment. For 
though a child, ihe was fenfible of the 
unpardonable injuftice of difpofing, 
through caprice, thoughtleifnefs, hurry, 
or want of method, of a portion of 
time belonging to that clafs .of men, 
whofe only riches it is. Jf every one, 
faid ihe, has the right of 1naking a work­
man wait in an anti-cha1nber, and lofe 
.his ti1ne, how is the poor man to manage 
his affairs, and get his bread? He al­
ready lofes a great deal of it, by continu-: 
ally running about from one end of Paris 
to the other; and, if we fuffer him to 
wait, he is gready to be pitied. Thofe 
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who are guilty of this injuftice, continu­
ed !he, do no_t expect to be either worfe 
ferved, or to pay dearer than others. 
What then is the workman to do, if the 
half, or three parts of his time be thus 
wafted? The only refource he has, is to 
regain his loH: time, by hafty,_ and negli­
gent work; and confequently, is obliged 
to do it badly. For the dependance of 
the poor on the rich, the workman on 
him by whom he is employed, filences 
every complaint, or remonfuanc:e; which 
is the caufe that the injuftice and infen­
fibility of the rich render almoft ufelefs 
the indufl:ry of the co1nmon people, and 
corrupt their manners. Thefe fenfible 
reflections of the child gave great plea­
fure to the mother. 

EMILY. 

Do you mean, that fhe actually made 
thefe reflections, or acted as if fhe were 
capable of making them ? 

MOTHER. 

The mother might perhaps make . 
them, and the daughter conducted her­
felf accordingly. 

EMILY. 

Whether fhe were capable of mak-­
ing them, or owed them to her mother, 
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it is impoffible fue ever could forget 
them. 

MOTHER. 
N otwithftanding the impoffibility of it, 

I have been affured, that a poor work­
man, having waited a long half-hour, was 
yefterday fent away with his work, and 
ordered to come again another day; and 
confequently., has two walks inftead of 
.one. 

EMILY. 

Oh ! it is too true, Mamma ! It was 
my ilioe-maker, who brought me a pair 
of fhoes; but indeed he did not wait 
more than ten minutes. 

MOTHER. 

The lofs of time confifts only in the 
lofs of 111inutes. 

EMILY. 

I ca111e out of 1ny ro01n, and faid, Mr. 
Quintal, I am very forry, I am now 
bufy; but why do you come after din­
ner ? it is . impoffible for n1e to try on 
my fuoes. 

MOTHER. 
Vlhat did he fay to that ? 

EMILY. 

He faid to me., Pray be not forry Mifs; 
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I will come again after to-morrow, with­
out fail, at ten o'clock in the morning. 

MOTHER. 

He, no doubt, knows better how to 
make ihoes than to talk . . 

EMILY. 

No indeed, Mamma, he was very 
civil. 

.J - I ; 

MOTHER. 

That is what .I plame hi1n for. Had 
I been in the place of Mr. §luintal, I 
would have faid ·to you, very compofed­
ly, Do you know, Mifs, the diftance 
fro1n La rue Saint Sauveur, to the Cpaujfee 
d' Antin? Try, for once, to come from· 
your houfe to my ihop on foot, to have 
yo\.lr ihoes tried on ; and I ihall te 11 you, 
I have no ti1ne to-day; you mu(t come 
to-morrow. We fha11 fee whether you 
would be pleafed at having had a walk 
for nothing. It_ is not, however, further 
from the ChauJ!ee d 'Antin to La rue Saint 
Sauveur, than from La rue Saint Sauveur 
to the Chauj/ee d'Antin; and I received 
you directly into the beft room in my 
houfe, that is, 1ny !hop, without 1naking 
you wait in an anti-chamber or the paf­
fage. Probably, I fhould have added,. 
you intend to pay me a third above my 

/ 
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price, for the time you have made me 
lofe. If I did not come this morning, it 
was becaufe I every where m€t with peo­
ple as unjuft as yourfelf. In every houfe 
I was ordered to wait ; and during that 
ti1ne, my wife and my five children look 
up to 1ne for the bread which you, and 
f uch as you, tear from t~e111. 

EMILY. 
·, 0 h ! Mamma ! what a cruel leffon ! I 

promife you, he never fuall wait a mo­
ment for me ; neither he nor any other 
perfon. 

MOTHER. 

I rejoice in finding my Emily fuch as 
.fue was when I loft her; and that I am 
not obliged to pa.rtake of the folicitude 
of the poor mother I faw -in my dream. 

EMILY. 

It is but juft you fhould have f01ne 
caufe for fatisfaction after f o many dan­
gers and fufferings. 

MOTHER. 

What was the bufinefs, my love, that 
obliged you to make your fhoe-maker 
wait) and at laft fend him away ? 
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EMILY. 

You know, Ma1nma, that Mr. Gerceuil, 
when he left you, ca1ne into my r<;om 
with my aunt. 

MOTHER. 

Indeed, I had forgotten that; and does 
he frill bring you oranges ? 

EMILY. 

Oh J we are no longer fuch babies. But 
he told me, he was glad to fee 1ne ; and 
that now we could have a little chat to­
gether, fince you were pretty well, and 
growing better and better every day. 
He looked as ufual for the fi.rfr time; 
for fince his return, he always paffed by 
me without fpeaking, with fuch a me­
lancholy countenance ! Do you know, 
faid he, this is the laft day of the n1onth? 
If your brothers were here, and your 
Main1na well enough to bear it, we 
1night have performed our exercift, and 
you might perhaps have been now de­
corated with the crofs. I replied, that I 

'Was thinking of it, juft as he did 1ne thf' 
honour to enter n1y roo1n; and that I 
was on th~ point of going through one 
with 1ny doll; that is, the little one we 
call the niece, you know, Marnrna~ He 

VOL. II. 1' 
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faid, it would be very clever, and that 
we could not better celebrate the reco­
very of my Mamma at the conclufion of 
the month. That I ihould be the Go­
vernefs to the niece; that is, the littlft 
doll ihould anfwer my queftions, and he 

' would act the part of my youngeft bro­
ther, and try to gain the prize. 

MOTHER. 

From a doll ? and you fay you are nu­
longer babies ! Go, your friend will be 
one at eighty. 

EMIL y 

That is what my aunt faid. 
MOTHER. 

I dare fay your aunt ihrugged her 
:!houlders. 

EMILY. 

A little ; but ihe was kind enough to 
be prefent at the exercife. 

MOTHER. 
But who anf wered for the little doll ? 

EMILY. 

It was I who anf wered for her; and 
a1fo prompted Mr. Gerceuil; for he 1nade 
believe to know nothing; and I affure 
you, if it had not been for n1e, he would 
not have gained the crofs. 
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MOTHER. 

As it 1s, he gained it by cheating, iand 
you have been guilty of a crying injuftice 
toward your doll. 

EMILY. 

It is true, matters were not conduB:ccl 
with the greateft fidelity. But I think, 
there is no great harm in being unjuft to 
ward a piece of wood. 

MOTHER. 

I think you muft have had bufinefa 
enough upon your hands, and at one 
time, firfi:, to afk the quef1:ions, then to 
anf wer them for the little Mifs ; and 
lafi:ly, to prompt a dunce, who perhaps 
did not reply as he ought? 

EMILY. 

You are right, Mamma. lt·was jt1il: fo. 

- MOTHER. 

What was the fubjeB: of the exercife? 

EMILY. 

Oh! a very ferious one. The five 
fenfes were the fubjeB:. 

MOTHER. 

Indeed it was a very ferious one. I 
am very f orry · -i was not prefent at this 
exercife. I ihould have learned among 

T 2 
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other particularities, how to act the part 
of three perfons at once. 

EMILY. 

There is no difficulty in that, my dear 
Mamma. Will you have a fpecimen of 
it? But no---it will fatigue you, per­
haps. 

MOTHER. 

On the contrary, I ihall repofe during 
that time. 

EMILY. 

Well, then ! When I a1n the Gover .. 
nefs, I will ftand at your right hand ; 
then I will crofs over to your left to per­
form the part of the niece, or the doll; 
and when I ftand before you, it will be 
to pro1npt Mr. Gerceuil, who reprefents 
my youngeft brother. 

MOTHER. 

I believe it will be better to void the 
la.ft part. As I have no inclination he 
ihould gain the crofs a fecond time with­
out deferving it ; he 1nay fo confufe the 
exercife, that my weak head will not b.e 
able to fallow you. 

EMILY .. 

Come, then, it will render my under­
taking more eafy. It -is a pity I have 
not ti1ne to fetch the li tle one frmn he~· 
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box. I would place her at your left 
hand, and then it would be juft the fame 
as yefterday. 

MOTHER. 

We !hould then only want the great 
child to act the part of your brother. 

EMILY. 

If he !hould come, you would fee he 
would enter upon it directly. 

Mo THE R. 

In the mean ti1ne, you have perfeB:ly 
well fupplied the abfence of the doll ; by 
changing fide.s, according to the part, you 
have prevented the danger of confufing 
-meo 

EMILY (begins.) 
GOVERN ES s. 

I am fearful, Mifs, you will not jhine to­
day. You do not want underflanding; but 
you have a certain indolence about you that 
is ·very injurious to you. 

THE. DOLL. 

No, Madam, it is not indolence : but 
J~me things I immediately comprehend, be­
caufe they /trike me at once ; and there are 
others I cannot clearly comprehend. Pray 
tell me why I cannot underftand them all? 

G·o v E R N E s s. 
'lell m.e 1.vhy you can touch with . your, 

T 3 
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hand the figure of Henry IV. on the chimney­
piece P 

. THE DOLL. 
Becaufe it is within my reach. 

GOVERN ES s. 
And why cannot you reach the branch in 

its hand P 
THE DOLL. 

Becaufe I am not tall enough. 

GOVERN ES s. 
It is for the very fame reafon that you 

underfland Jome things, and cannot comprew 
bend others. 

THE DOLL. 
What, becaufe I am not tall enough P 

GOVERN ES s. 
'10 be Jure, Mifs. CJ'he underflanding 

requires to be flrengthened and enlarged, as 
well as the body. When young, it is not 
arri"ved at its heights; it cannot go beyond 
a certain point; do you underfland f 

THE DOLL. 
I did not know_ that, Madam. 

GOVERN ES s. 
Becaufe you never re.flea. 

THE DOLL. 
I am young, Madam, my underflanding 

,does n0t extend be)'ond a certain point. 
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GOVERN ES s. 
But the point mujl be exte~ded 

THE DOLL. 

I wijh for nothing more, Madam. 

GOVERN ES s. 
I believe you. But you would like to 

gain it while you are afleep, or without 
ta king any pains. 

THE DOLL. 

I know that cannot be done, Madam. 

GOVERN ES s. 
Why not? 

THE DOLL. 
Becaufe, when we are afleep, we can nei­

ther fee nor hear; neither have we ideas. 

GOVE RN E S s. 
Whence does the mind then receh.Je its 

ideas, or its conceptions .2 
THE DOLL. 

By the fenfes. 
GOVERN ES s. 

llow many fenfes are there ? 
THE DOLL. 

:there are five. 
G b VER NE s s. 

I aJk not their names, it is too common,. . . 
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THE DOLL. 

I can repeat them, however, on my jivt 
fingers. 

GOVERN ES s. 
It would be a fine thing if you could not. · 

THE DOLL. 

If you provoke me, I will name them ta 
you, one after the other. 

GOVERN ES s. 
I will not hear a word of it. 

THE DOLL. 

Well, then, we will put it off till another 
time. 

GOVERN ES s. 
And why do you fay we have no ideas, 

when we neither. hear nor fee ? 

THE DOLL. 

Becaufe I believe it is fa. 
GOVERN ES s. 

When I Jhut my eyes, I am blind, at leajt 
while I keep them Jhut. Does that prevent 
my having an idea of colours, of blue-, of 
yellow, of red, and of green ? 

THE D01r,.. 
You have tbe idea of them, Mndam,, 
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becau/e you have /een them before, and ha7.'t 
been taught to diflinguijh them. 

GOVERN ES s. 

If I had been born blind, I could not 
then have formfd any idea of colours? 

THE DOLL. 

No, Madam. 

Gov ERNE s s. 
Nor of the form of any object ? 

THE DOLL. 

Oh! yes, Madam, I can form an idea of 
any objecl from the touch; and I know your 
hand with the five fingers, becaufe 1 have 
felt it all over. But, if I were blind, and 
you jhould tell me it is white, I jhould 
not know 'l?Jhat you meant. 

GOVERNESS, 

Very ju.ft. You fee, A1ifs, when you fay 
rig-ht, I do you jujhce. 

THE DOLL. 

I am much obliged to you, Madam. 
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GOVERN ES s. 
But wben, if I have the misfortune to be 

/;find, by any accident, how can I have an 
idea of thofe colours which I no longer can 
fee? 

THE DOLL. 

Perhaps you judge as tbe blind dr, of 
. coloitrs. 

GOVERN ES s. 
None of your jokes, if you pleafe. ':they 

ere ill timid, when we twe talking ferioujly, 
and re.flefting. 

T -H E DOLL. 

Becaufe, Madam, you -then form cm idea 
()f colours from your memory. You are 
told, fuch a flu.ff is red, and you recollect 
how that colour flruck you when you could 
fee. 

GOVERN ES s. 
:that is talking to the purpofe. There-­

fore, the fen/es are not alone necejfary to 
form ideas, it requires alfo memory. 

THE DOLL. 

<.to be Jure, Madam. 
GOVERN ES s. 

And memory fupplies the prefence of ob• 
jefts? 

THE DOLL, 

Do you mean, that i-t ferves in.ftead of 
their prejence ? 
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GOVERN ES s. 
Te1. If I had no memory, could I form 

1.my ideas? 
THE DOLL. 

I bdieve not, Madam. 

GOVERN ES s. 
I foould begin a Jentence, and before I 

,~uld finifh it, I jhould forget the beginniMg. 

TH It DOLL. 

And then go0d-bye to all my Governefs's 
ide_as ! 

GO VE R. N E S s. 
You Jee tha.t memory, or the faculty of 

rett1,ining imprejjions received, is like a fixtb 
Jenfe, without which tbe five ()ther s would 
/:;e of nr; great ufe. 

THE DOLL, 

Tes, Madam. It is like the g;uardian of 
the houfe, who keep.s rverJ thing under lock 
and key. 

GOVERN ES s. 
Well Jpoken, my darling. Come and 

give me a kifs. 
THE DOLL, 

.And fupp0Je I had been born deaf? 
GOVERN ES s. 

Tou would not be able to form any idea 
,j found, nor confequently of language, 
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'Which is only found modified in a thou/and 
different ways. 

THE DOLL,. 

CJ'hen I jhould not be able to /peak ? 

GOVERN ES s. 
Children learn to talk, by imittfl,ting tb~ 

founds of thofe who nurfe them, and by re­
taining tht fignification attached to the 
found. Now, if you had ne'&er heard a · 
found h~w could you im'itate it? 

THE DOLL.· 

Then all who are born deaf, are dumb ? 

Gov ERNE s s. 
CJ'o be Jure. 

THE DOLL. 

But one docs not talk with 011e' s ears, 
however. 

GOVERN ES s. 
'!'hey are dumb) becauje they know not 

they can talk, and there is nr; method of 
telling them Jo. 

THE DOLL. 

I am (orry J~r them. And are all dumb 
people deaf alfo ? 

GOVERN ES s. 
You might have fpared that queflion by 
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a little refl,eflion. One might be dumb 
through Jome defefl or obflruflion in the 
organ of fpeech, which has no influence on 
the organ qf hearing. Do you underfland? 
Whether this obflruflion be durable, or of 
jhort continuance; that is, be cur a bl~ or not; 
it does not prevent the hearing. 

TuE DoLL. 

CJ"'hat is very plain. 
GOVERN ES s. 

When you have made a further pro­
grefs, I will carry you to Mr. Abbe de 
Lepee, to be prefent at the exercifes of thofa 
born deaf and dumb. 

THE DOLL. 

I do not know that gentleman. What 
does he do? 

GOVERN ES s. 
I-le is a citizen, who has nobly devoted 

himfelf to the inflruflion of thofe unfortu­
nate perfons, who are deprived of hearing 
and fpeech. He has ejtablijhed a fchool 
for them, where he teaches them, by /igns, to 
underfland the difcourfe they cannot hea1~; 
to reply in writing, and e7Hn to /peak. 

'I' HE DOLL. 

Oh ! lvfadarn, I jhould like to fee that. 
GOVERN E S s. 

As I ha'Ve noiyet fein it m)'jelf, we wilt 
VoL. II. U 
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flay till y~ur underflanding can attain the 
branches. 

THE DOLL. 

I do not underfland you, Madam. 
~ 0 VERNE S S. 

That is, till it can reach higher than th0 
figure of Henry IV. 

THE DOLL. 

I do not underfland you now. 
GOVERN ES s. 

Giddy brain ! have you already forgotten 
what we /aid, refpe[ting what you could> 
or could not reach .2 

THE DOLL. 

Oh I I reniember, ll1adam. 
GOVERN E ::is. 

Pray do not forget it. 
THE DOLL. 

I am glad I have fi·ve fenfes; 1t zs very 
convenient. It prefents fl great many ideas 
lo the mind. And then they are preferved 
by the memory, the mind, then turns and 
winds them, all manner of ways; and there 
is no end to its regulations. But, lvfadam, 
what is the mind, pray? 

EM r LY ( after a paufe.) 
What muft I anfwer, Mamrna ?---I 

wanted fadly to a{k that queftion !---I 
have got into a hobble here, like a giddy 
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goofe.---It will be very ihameful for a 
Governefs not to be able to reply to a 
Jittle brat. 

MOTHER. 

Yet it happens to · me every day. 
Am I afhamed of it? 

EMILY. 

But I had it in 1ny power to have 
afked her any other qt1eftion. 

MOTHER. 

Is i~ then fo terrible a thing to fay, 
I do not know? Had I been in your 
place, I ihot1ld have faid, My dear, that 
is a queftion which has puzzled greater 
folk than you or me: it is not only higher 
than the figure of Henry IV. but higher 
than the branches ; therefore we will let 
it alone. 

EM 1 LY. 

Do you hear, you brat ? I will anfJJer 
you at a proper time and place. That is 
enough for to-day; and JOU have quite har­
rajJed me. 

MOTHER. 

It is no doubt . to keep up the confe­
quence of the Governefs that you make 
this promife? However, I believe you, 
when you fay you are harraffed. You 
muft be tired. · I could not have thought 

U 2 
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that the exercife of a doll could have been 
f o laborious. To be at once the miftrefs 
and the fcholar ! Change every moment 
the tone and place ! I a:ffure you, my 
love, you would have deferved the crofs 
without exerting yourfelf f o much. 

EMILY. . 

You fee it is onl v half a turn fro1n 
right to left, according as one is n1if.hefs, 
or fcholar. 

MOTHER. 
Yes ; but to change the voice as well 

as the place! 111uft be very fatiguing, 
efpecially for the little one whofe voice 
is f o ihrill. . 

EMILY. 
That is becauf e ihe is f o young. It 

was neceffary to mark the difference in 
the perfonages. 

MOTHER. 
The quicknefs with which you changed 

your part and yollr voice, is a good 
proof of the ftrength of my head. I af­
fure you I could not have endured it 
three or four days ago. 

EMILY. 

I hope I have not fatigued you, 111y 
dear Mamma? 
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Mo TH ER. 

On the contrary, you have afforded 
1ne great pleaf~re. But if the little one 
anf we red yefterday as ihe has done to­
day, I cannot imagine how you could 
have 'the heart to cheat her of the prize. 

EMILY. 

Oh! ihe anfwered juft contrary yef­
terday; becaufe I wifhed rny brother 
iliould gain the crofs. You know whom 
I n1ean. 

MOTHER. 

Stay. They are going to part us. 
'Your fupper is ferved. 

EMILY. 

'\iVhat, already? 
MOTHER. 

The beft company muft part. 

EMILY. 

·That is the worft of it. 
MOTHER. I 

We ihall f oon be united again to part 
no more. 

EMILY. 

I hope you will fieep very well, 1ny 
dear Marnrna, that the ti1ne 1nay foon 
con1e. I hope I ihall not be reproached 

u .3 
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' f ?r this little fhort evening's converfa­
t10n. 

MOTHER,. 

Go, my love, to reft without any ap­
prehenfions of that fort---Good night, 
good night, my dear Emily---Come, let 
me have one more kifs. 
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EIGH'I'EEN'I'H CONVERSACJ'ION. 

MOTHER. 

W El.,L, my Emi61, you are come back!­

How was every thing conduEt:ed? 

EMILY. 

Oh! ch:inningJy ! Mam1na, delight-· 

fully! 
MOTHER. 

Pray, let me have an account of it. 

EMILY. 

As foon as I arrived at old Noe1's, I 

met him on the fteps coming to me. 

Be had a new fuit of cloaths on; he 

looked fo handf ome ! I-I e faid, Mi:fs, I 

a1n very fenfible of your M<a1nrna's gnod­

nefs, in permitting you to honour 1ny 

daughter's wedding by your prefence. 

You will be at the nuptials, and your 

prayers will draw upon them the divine 

bleffing; for' the prayers of fuch children 
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a? you will be heard. Then I went into 
the houfe, and found all the bride-folk 
a.ffembled. The bride, and bride-gro01n_ 
ca1ne toward me. I a.ffure you> l\1amn1a, 
Elizabeth looked very pretty. She looked 
as modeft as ufual; and, I dare fay, the 
bridegro01n is a worthy young 1nan. I 
drew the two filver goblets fro1n the 
pockets in my apron, and defired they 
would accept them as a wedding gift. . 
When they faw the cyphers of Stephen 
llerfelin, and Elizabeth Noel, and we had 
explained the letters, Elizabeth would 
kifs my hand) and begged I wotild have 
my cypher or my arrns engraved on the 
other fide, that they 1night, as fhe faid, 
boaft of their goblets as long as they 
lived. As I e1nbraced her, the Marchio­
nefs entered. Ohl Marnrna ! what a 
refpeB:able woman ! What a noble air! 
notwithftanding her age. Every body 
was in a buftle, and knew not where to 
place the1nfdves. Old Noe"! alone, 
with his venerable air, was not out of 
countenance. What, Madam ! can you 
condefcend to enter this cottage, without 
infonning us before-hand! You imitate 
our Lord and Saviour, who difdained not, 
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on certain occafions, to enter the humble 
roof of the poor man, to 1nanif eft his 
divine goodnefs. Old Noel, replied 
the Marchionefs, Stephen Herfelin i5 my 
god-fon, and was born in my houfe. His 
father, Peter Herfelin, was 1ny gardener 
for thirty years. I-Ls fon fucceeds him ; 
and his probity, induftry, and good 
conduct, ~re in no wife inferior. I have 
encouraged the 1natch with your daugh­
ter, from the good character you both 
have; and fhall I not come to their wed-

. ding ? She then fpoke to all the c01n-
. pany. She de.G.red to know the nan1es 
and relationfhip of each. They all beg­
ged for the honour of killing her hand. 
She embraced the bride ; ihe alfo did 
me that honour, and faid very kindly, 
that {he was very happy to be acqua~nted 
with me ; and that fhe hoped fhe ihould 
convince you we were neighbours; as 
there is but little more than a mile fron1 
her caftle to our houf e. 

MOTHER. 

Wl]_at did you fay to all that ? 

EMIL Y. 

Mam1na, I· n1ade a very low courtefy., 
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as you defired me, fuppofing ilie iliould 
be at the wedding ; but I ilioulcl have 
done the farne if you had not told n1e : 
for, as foon as I faw her, I was ftruck. 
with the rnoft profound veneration for 
her. 

MOTHER. 
It is a fentin1ent which all who know 

her partake with you. 
EMILY. 

After that, we fet out for the church. 
The Marchionefs had already fent her 
coach thither. She chofe to 1nake one 
in the proceffion. She placed old 
Noel between herfelf and 111e, and we 
walked behind the bride and bride­
groorn. On our way, fhe told me, :fhe 
would not leave the village without fee­
ing you; becaufe ilie had a favour to beg 
of you. Old Noel faid alfo, that the 
bride-folk iliould pay their refpects to 
you, as your health did not allow you to 
honour the1n with your company. 

MoTHER. 

Then we may expect a large comp.any 
this afternoon ? 

EMILY. 

To fay nothing of the cakes, and the 
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fruit, and the flowers; for a gardener's 
wedding 1nuit abound with thofe things. 

MOTHER. 

Efpecially the gardener of the Mar­
chionefs. Pray go on. 

EMILY. 

We arrived in good order at the 
church. It was, I aifure you., a pro­
ceffion worth feeing, eipecially as the fun 
:fhone very bright. The clergy were 
ranged in the choir in their canonicals, 
to do honour to old Noel, who, you 
know, is very much refpecled. The 
rector came out of the veftry to pay his 
refpects to the tv'.Iarchionefs. He then 
pronounced the nuptial benediction, and 
made a very fine exhortation. 

MOTH ER. 

Whicl1 made every body cry? 

EMILY. 

Not every body; old Nod wiped his 
eyes two or three times. I could not 
fee the bride-groom; but Elizabeth, as 
foon as ever fhe reached the altar, cried ; 
0 h ! hovv fhe did cry ! her eyes wer~ 
like two fountains. 
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MOTHER. 

And did you cry too ? 

EMILY. 

No, I did not cry; but I was very at­
tentive. 

MOTHER. 

Yet, you have abridged the ceremonies 
of the church 1nore than I expected. I 
was in hopes you would not have on1it­
ted the leaft look or gefture. 

EMILY. 

Perhaps I was afraid of being tedious 
---befide, the beft is to corne. 

MOTHER. 

Let us hear it pray? 

EMILY. 

After the cere1nony, we returned to 
old Noel's in the fame order-> except 
the Marchionefs, who faid , ihe had a vifit 
to rnake in the neighbourhood, but ibe 
would foon come back. Vv e found a very 
good breakfait; and fome of the niceft 
petits-pates l ever ate. 

MOTHER. 

Is that the beft of all ? 



Con, XVIII. OF EMILr. 

EMILY. 

Have a little patience, my dear Mam­
ma, I de.fire you. The rector arrived. 
Every body naturally drew near him. 
He then faid, cc Be attentive, Stephen 
" H erfelin and Elizabeth Noel to what I 
" am going to fay. T he Marchionefs, 
" whofe bounties and charities are the 
« conf olation and bleffing of all the 
" canton, has co1nmiffioned me to pu t 
" into your hands this deed, by which 
cc you are entitled to five hundred livre 
" yearly, as a wedding gift on her part. 
" Know, that the major part of thofe, 
" who work at the vine of the Lord in 
cc this kingdorn, enjoy not fo confiderable 
cc a revenue, as that you owe to the ge­
" nerofity of your benefactrefs. But, 
" as her wifdom is ·equal to her good­
" nefs, {he does not choofe this incon1e 
" fhould be appropriated to your houf­
" hold wants, and confequently render 
" you lefs induftrious; you mufl fuppl y 
" the1n by the fruit of your labours ; it 
cc is the law of the Lord. The M ar­
" chionefs intends that the income fhe has 
" fettled on you, fhall be employed 
" every year, PY 1ny advice, and our 
cc joint opinion, in the purchafe of a 

VoL. II. X 
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" piece of land, to your own ufe, and 
" which may, in time, ferve as a live­
" lihood, and retire1nent in your old 
'~ age, to the end that your marriage, 
" being b~effed, as we hope it will, thefe 
cc portions of land may become the he­
cc ritage of your nmnerous children, and 
c< make the ~ate you are entered into 
" dear to you; to which the Almighty 
" has annexed a particular benediction, 
" by the content it affords, by purity 
" and innocence of 1nanners, the fecurity 
'' of a good confcience, and health of 
,r body and foul." 

MOTHER·. 

You were right, my love. This is 
i ndeed the beft of all; and it delights 
me that you have remembered it fo 
well. 

EM I LY. 

You know, Ma1nma, I readily re­
member all that our good paftor fays. I 
thought as you do, his difcourfe very 
fine. He concluded by laying his hand 
on their heads, and faying, " M ay God 
Almighty beftow it upon you---that is, 
health of body and foul. Be grateful to 
God and your bcnefachefs.'~ 
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MOTHER. 

I fuppof e they did not fail to exp refs 

their gratitude to the Marchionefs. 

EM I LY. 

Every body loaded the Marchionefs 

with praifes, and bleffings; and I arrt 

apt to think, fhe withdrew only to avoid 

hearing them, and to give time to the 

rector to perform his c01nmiffion. 

M O..T HER. 

Was .fhe abfent a long time? 
EMILY. 

About an hour. I was gone before 

fhe returned; but I met her in the ftreet 

in her way thither. She flopped her 

coach, and faid, What! have you already 

left the bride-folk? that is wrong. But 

I hope to fee you again f oon ; and for a 

longer time. So, Mamma, you muH: ex~ 

pect to fee her here prefently, with all 

the bride-folk. · 

MOTHER. 

No, we fhall fee her no more to-day ; 

for fhe has juft: left me: all the t1me you 

fpent at old Noel's, after you came 

from church, !he paifed with me. 
EMILY. 

Then why did ihe fay fhe hoped to fe·e 
X 2 
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me again? And pray, Mamma, what 
was the favour fhe had to a:fk of you ? 

MOTHER. 
It is a favour fhe means to beftow 

upy>n you. 
EM l L Y. 

Upon me! 
MOTHER. 

The bride-folk are to dine with her 
next Sunday; and fhe willies we may be 
of the party, and bring our good paftor 
with us. 

EMILY. 
Oh! Mamma ! pray let us. We fhall 

have a pleafant ride with our paftor, to fay 
nothing of the day's pleafure. 

MOTHER. 
Which will be a charming one for 

you, will it not? And if my health will 
not fuffer me to go, fhe wifhes me to 
fend you, with the rector and your Go­
vernefs. 

EMILY. 
And you have gra.nted the favour, 

Mamma? 
MOTHER. 

How can one refufe any thing to fuch 
a wo111an ? 
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EMILY. 

~45 

I think, Mamma, I ought to take upon 
me half the ob11gation. 

MOTHER. 

Do you expect: to be greatly amufeci 
that day? 

EMILY. 

Indeed I do, I promife you, upon my 
word. · 

MOTHER. 

Yet, methinks, you fet out this morn­
ing to attend the ceremonies with a more 
lively air than you brought back. 

EMILY. 

That may be, Mamma. It is ·becaufe 
I thought a wedding-day much more gay 
than it is. 

MOTHER. 

On what did you found your opinion ? 
EMILY. 

Becaufe, Mamma, it is the day on 
which the wifhes of all the family are 
fulfilled. It is therefore natural to be 
gay. 

MoT HER. 

Right. But, though the wiihes of a 
whole family be then accomplifhed, it is 
the moft decifive period in our lives ; 
nor can we anf wer for the confequences~ 

X 3 
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The curtain that conceals from us the 
future, is then half opened. Amidft the 
joy that furrounds us, we dart an anxious 
look forward ; for how can one ✓behold, 
without pain, without a fecret terror, that 
uncertain, though moft interefr.ing of all 
prof peels? You alfo that day contract 
an eternal engagement. Does it not ap­
pear to you an awful thing, for f uch 
feeble, variable, inconftant, fh@rt-fighted, 
fhort--lived beings, as we are ? An eter­
nal engagement which it is impoffible to 
break through, whatever may be the 
confequences. 'If an unfortunate one, 
there is an end to the happinefs of life ; 
if a fortunate one, it is no fooner fon11ed, 
than in fpite of yourfelf, you cannot help 
thinking of its diffolution, fince every 
thing that is, muft have an end. That 
inexorable law, to which all muft fubmit, 
will lead you from that n1oment, progref­
fivel y, toward the clofe of this tender 
union, upon which was founded the hap­
pinefs of your life, and will plunge in 
tears and farrow, the miferable furvivor. 

EMILY. 

Oh! Marnma ! how melancholy all 
you fay is ! It was well I f et out f o 
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old Noe'l's, 
this. 
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without thinking of all 

MOTHER. 

But it was not you who were going.to 

be married. 
EMILY. 

Do you f uppofe then, that Elizabeth 

made all thefe reflections ? 

MOTHER. 

Yes, either diftinctly or in a con­

fufed manner, according as the habit 

of reflecting on what paffes in the mind., 

or affects the heart, is more or lefs per­

fect with her. I think, that in the im­

portant affairs of life, juft thoughts, and 

proper f entiments, prefent themfelves 

nearly in the fame manner to every one., 

without diftinction of rank; and that re­

finement adds but little to them. 

EMILY. 

I am not now furprifed, that Elizabeth, 

who was the merrieft girl in the vil­

lage, did nothing but cry during the 

ceremony. 
MOTHER. 

You will grant, that a wedding-day is 

a day of gre~t and profound reflection. 

Know, gaiety is not the child of reflection. 
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Befide, they fay the greateft laughers are 
the n1oft apt to cry. 

EMILY. 

That is, however, two extremes. 

MOTHER. 
But which proceed from the fame · 

caufe, which is fenGbility, or the_ being 
eafily moved or affected. 

EMILY. 

I am glad of it, for then I hope Eliza­
beth will foon laugh as much as .fhe ufed 
to do. 

MOTHER. 

I hope fo too. We .fhould be the 
moft miferable of beings, if the idea of 
future, and its uncertainty, .fhould fo far 
n-=ouble us as to prevent the performance 
of our duties, or the enjoyment of the 
pref ent good. 

EMILY. 

That is what I was thinking juft now;. 
and I faid, God forbid I ihould draw 
afide the curtain that conceals the fu­
ture! 

MOTHER. 

Yes, wife people do f o now and then. 
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EMILY. ' 
But, Mamma, fince the future is un­

certain, and we grow melancholy by the 
view of it, why ihould we trouble our­
felves about it? We have no occafion 
to think about it. 

MOTHER. 
Oh! children need not be taught that; 

and it is perhaps one of the moft valuable 
privileges ·of childhood, for whom there 
is no to-morrow. But this privilege 
ceafes on the day of marriage, or the 
day_ when you leave your father's houfe; 
then care and anxiety, with the idea of 
to-morrow, fucceed the fecurity and de­
lightful careleffnefs of youth. 

EMILY. 

I think, Mamma, upon reflection, I 
!hall never marry. 

MOTHER. 
That is rather a f udden ref olution, but 

luckily not irrevocable. You will have 
time to deliberate fully on it. 

EMILY. 

I atn your Elizabeth, and I will not 
leave my old ]',7 oel. Do you under-
ftand 1ne? 

MOTHER. 
Well then, you muft make a bargain 



150 C ON P' E RS A 'I IO NS Con. XVIII, 
-

with your Stephen Herfelin accordingly. 
You will fay to him, Co1ne and live w'ith 
me at my mother's; and let us take cate 
of her in her old age, that our paftor­
may alfo promife the divine bleffing for. 
us and our children. 

EMILY ( embracing her mother.) 
Ah ! my dear Mamma ! that is a cor­

ner of the curtain one may peep under. 
If it makes one cry, it is not worth for­

,row. 
MOTHER. 

We lofe ourfelves, my love., in the 
crowd of philofophical reflections., that 
the tears of the bride have given rife to ; 
and perhaps they may flow from no other 
caufe than the pain ihe feels in leaving 
her father's houfe, and going to live two 
or three mjles off. 

EMILY. 

And that is quite enough., Mamma. I 
am glad I am not there to be a witnefs 
to their feparation this evening. There 
will be fuch crying and fobbing, that we 
fhall hear them hence. 

MOTHER. 

It is the hiftory of human life . We 
may unite all the ~obj ects of our at-
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tachment into one common center, and 
feldom will one advantage offer without 
being obliged to give up another. 

EMILY. 

That is not very well ordered, I think, 
dear Mamma---What a beautiful print ! 
and what a fine frame ! Where were 
my eyes that I have not feen them all 
this time? 

MOTHER. 

Yau left them at old Noel's, and , 
they had bufinefs enough there. 

EMILY. 

What a beautiful print, Mamma l 

MoT HER. 

It is no a print; it is a drawing. 

EMILY. 

Has it been fent to you fro1n Paris.? or 
have you bopght it while I was abfent .p 

MOTHER, 

It is not mine. The Marchionefs 
brought it to me. As I thought it aa 
interefring one, I begged her to let n1e 
keep it till y~u returned, to ihew it you. 
She will fend for it prefently. 
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EMILY. 

Then fhe bought it? 

MOTHER. 

It does not belong to her neither; it is 
the Duchefs of * * *, her coufin; one 
of whofe friend's had it drawn, without 
her 1<.nowledge, from an adventure that 
happened to her. 

EMILY. 

Do you know the adventure, Mam1na? 

MOTHER. 

The Marchi_onefs has juft related it to 
me. 

EMILY. 

Pray, my dear Ma1nma, let me know 
it too? · 

MOTHER. 

I rather waited for you to ·tell it me. 

EMILY. 

How can I tell vou what I do no.t 
" 

know? 
MOTHER. 

By looking on the drawing; if it be 
well done, you will very eafily find ou.t 
the fubject. 

EMILY. 

Well then ! let us fee, fince you will 
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have me be a forcerefs. In the firft 
place, there is a woman in bed---Is that 
the Dutchefs ?---Oh! no; for ihe is lying 
on ftraw---On an old couch---And then 
the roo1n---It is but a ihed---Mamma, 
the woman is in diftrefs r---Is fhe in 
health?- is ihe fick. ?---1 cannot tell what 
to think of it---I fuppofe fhe is ill, as 
ihe is in bed ?---But has any great good, 
or great evil befallen her ? for fhe lifts 
her hands to Heaven. Is it gratitude, or 
complaining? I cannot tell---

M OTHER. 

Let us fee who is by the fide of he.r 
couch. 

, EMILY. 

· Perhaps it is her nurfe---N o, fhe is 
too we 11 dreffed for that---it is a lady. 

MOTHER. 

I think a wo1nan lying on fhaw, is 11ot 
very likely to be able to pay a nui-fe. 

EMILY. 

I do not know what I a1n ta1king 
abou t, Marpma. That muft be the 
Dutchefs--What can {he be fitting upon ? 

VoL. II. · Y 
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MOTHER, 

Upon a wooden ftool. 

EMILY. 

Do you think fhe is very comfortably 
feated? 

MOTHER. 

No ; neither do I imagine fhe entered 
the fhed to be comfortable. However, I 
fhould like it better, were ihe ftanding 
than fitting in the manner fhe there 
does; it would have given her a rnore 
noble look, and thrown rnore dignity 
into the character, which ought not to be 
neglected in a drawing. · 

EMILY. 

But why does .fhe ftoop down fo ?--­
Ah! it is to inquire how the poor woman 
is---I fee that very plainly, for the atti­
tude of the hand proves .fhe is fpeaking 
to her---and with much kindnefs too--­
Then there is a young lady fitting on a 
chdt---She is very fine---1 .. dare fay ihe 
is the Dutchefs's daughter. The ftory 
muft have happened when feathers·-were 
worn--:..only look at her cap elfe ? 

MOTHER. 
That was but lately ; methinks you 

talk as of the laft century. 
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EM IL Y. 

No, my dear Mamma, it is no longer 
than that---however, her feathers do not 
make her gay. She is grieved at what 
fhe hears---I believe fhe is crying---Ah ! 
it is the tall girl who ftands before her 
that is crying bitterly---She is the poor 
woman's daughter, I am fure. I fee in 
the Dutchefs's daughter, ·an air of good­
nefs and compaffion that affects me. She 
holds the poor girl by the hand; and 
feen1s to fay, Corne, and fit by me, 
and I will comfort you---Y ou will fay, 
Mamma., they are . both old enough to 
think of to-morrow. ,, 

Mo THE R, 

A.nd the morrow prornifes nothing 
very pleafing methinks. 

EMILY. 

In revenge, fee here are two boys in 
this corner, who do not feem to think 
at all about it. 

MOTHER. 

I a1n of your opinion, as to the young­
eft. He is eating, I think, an apple ; 
and playing with a cat. He rnay have 

y 2 
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fuffered; but he feems to be void of 
<:are. 

EM IL Y. 

You wi11 fay again, Mamma, that it 
is the pivilege of his age. 

MOTHER. 

And which his brother has already 
loft. 

EMILY. 

I believe he is fretting. 
MOTHER. 

He feems very forrowful, as far as one 
can judge. 

EMILY • • 

He is not, however, fo tall as his fifter. 
MOTHER, ' 

The thought of to-rnorrow begins at 
an early period with the children of the 
unhappy. 

EMILY. 

\iVhat is that juft behind the head of 
the poor girl? 

. MOTHER. 

It is a lamp at the right fide of the 
wo1nan's bed, that fbines on the two 
principal figures ; the reft of the fcene is 
in the iliade. 

EMILY. 

I think as you do, Iv1an1ma. I do not 
like the Dutchefs crouched down as ihe is 
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there. I fhould have liked that to have 

been a fine figure, after the manner of 
Raphael; you underftand me. 

Mo THE R. 

Which perhaps might not have been 

a faithful reprefentation of that refpec­

tab] e woman, but which would have per­

feB:ly well expreffed the character of 

dignity, generofity, and benevolence, 

which is feen in all her actions. 

EMILY. 

Then £he is like the M archionefs. 

MOTHER. 

It may be faid; without any violence 

to truth, that virtue is hereditary in that 

farnily; and when we behold this ele­

vation of f entiment perpetuated from 

generation to generation, one is tempted 

t0 look on the privilege of birth, as not 

entirely chimerical. 
EMILY. 

But, Mamma, birth does not deoend 
' .L 

on ourfelves? 
MOTHER. 

Which is the reafon why old Noe'! is 
accounted a man of the moft weight, the 

m oft confequence, and refpectabilitY., in 

fhort, the firft man in the village. I-Iad it 
y 3 
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been his lot to have been born the coufin, 
or brother to the Dutchefs ***,he would, 
no doubt, have been the example and 
model of the court. · 

EMILY. 

Then his lot is unjuft. 

MOTHER. 

Not more f o than that of perfons de­
void of merit, who are conde111ned to 
bear an illuftrious name. 

EMILY. 

No; for that muft be a burthen to 
the111. 

MO 'r HER. 

You muft alfo conceive there can be 
no merit in illuftrious birth, though a 
great advantage to people of worth . 

. EMILY. I 

Yet you have often told me, 1t was 
very filly to be vain of high birth. 

MOTHER. 

To be vain of-any advantage that de-
'pends on chance, is fooliih; but to re fle ct 
on our birth, that we 111ay not degenerate 
from our anceftors; to have the great ex­
amples they have tranfmitted to their 
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pofterity, always prefent to our view, is 
the noble and virtuous habit of a great 
and elevated heart. 

EMILY. 

It is a habit which we ought to contract; 
is it not, my dear Mamma? 

MOTHER. 

You are fenfible in general of the force 
of examples. The nearer they touch us, 
the rnore efficacious they mu(t be; judge 
of their force, when we can choofe the1n 
from our own family. With what exalted 
defires ought we not to be affected, when 
we can fay to ourfelvesJ The lift of my 
anceftors is graced with revered names ; 
with names dear to their country ! when 
we have the happinefs of counting among 
them heroes, and bright examples. 

EMIL Y. 

- Well, I will think of it all day long, 
and may be, all night too. 

MOTHER. 

And do not forget, what I have f ome­
times heard perfons worthy an illufrrious 
name, fay, · Such are the duties ; but 
never, Such are the privileges of my 
rank, or of my birth. 
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EMILY. 

That is, becaufe nobody difputes it. 

MOTHER. 

And that is a reafon for wiihing the 
placing onefelf among numbers of thofe 
who are not liable to have it difputed. 

EMILY. 

And fuppofe one has no lift, l\ia1nma? 

MOTHER. 

We then enjoy another valuable pri­
vilege, that of rendering an obfcure 
name illufrrious by our talents, and our 
virtues, and uniting it to the lift of 
names dear to their country. Cuftom 
affigns to the rnan of quality, and high 
birth, a diftinguiihed rank in fociety; 
but public efreem raifes above it, him 
who owes all to himfelf, and nothing to 
his ancefrors, it 1nore efpecially elevates 
him above the crowd of en1pty, undifcern­
ing people, for whom an illl~ftrious name 
is a burthen, and a f ubj eft of reproach. · 

EMILY. 

To be fure. 
MOTHER. 

You fee that it is better to be the firft 
on a lift, than to make a blot in one, 
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EM IL Y. 

That cannot be difputed. But, Mam-
1na, old Noel will not . begin a lift ? 

MOTHER. 

N 0 1 he wiJl have no other witne!fes of 
his virtues than you and me ; and our 
praifes wiil never reach pofterity. T'o 
render a name illuihious may be the 
noble ambition of a great foul; but 
happily, it is not neceffary to our felicity. 
One would even think that happinefs 
feeks to be unknown, and prefers dwel­
ling in the obfcure afylum of mediocrity. 

EMILY. 

That was the reafon the recror told 
them, that Providence had beftowed on 
them content. 

MOTHER. 

I was juft , going to put you in mind 
of it, to confole you in regard to the lot 
of old Noel. I was aftonifhed you 
fhould fo foon forget it. 

EMILY. 

And Content, Mam1na, is the firft 
coufin of Happinefs. 

·Mo THE R. 

Right, they are nearly related; there-
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fore we may be perfectly eafy on ac­
count of the fitu ation in which old 
Jvoel is placed. But our difcourfe has 
carried us away from our drawing. 

EMILY. 

It is no lofs of ti1ne to chat with you, 
Mamma. 

MOTHER . 
.,.t\.nd what ihould we fay to the author 

of this drawing, if he were to have a 
little chat with us ? 

EMILY. 

Firft of all, I fhould fay to him, Sir, 
if you pleafe to place that ftool in a 
corner; let the Dutchefs be ftanding up­
right, and n1ake it a figure, after the 
n1anner of Raphael. 

MOTHER. 

With her back turned toward us, if 
poffible; for, if the figure be greatly 
charaB:erifed, it will be feen in whatever 
attitude you place it. 

EMILY. 

I am perfuaded of that. I reme~ber 
the pi_B:ure we faw together; wherein 
'Jefus raifes Lazarus. He ftands on the 
brink of the grave, we fee only his 
back; but you faid to 1ne, Look, Emi[y, 
that is the principal figure; all his fea­
tures are hidden, yet the painter has im-
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preffed the figure with the character of 
divine and f upernatural power !~--That 
was no eafy matter, Mamma. 

MoT H.E R. 

Real genius iucceeds generally in 
every thing it undertakes, even in its 
fingulari ties. 

EMILY. 

Perhaps it is alfo endowed with fuper-­
natural power .. 

MOTHER. 

It is like a feal which he i1npreffes on 
all his works, he places it where he 
thinks fit. But what will the author of 
the drawing fay to all this ? 

EMIL Y . 

I do not know. Perhaps he will tell 
me, the drawing was not made for me ; 
and that I may fpare myfelf the trouble 
of criticifing it. 

MOTHER. 

That would not be poli te, and artifts 
generally are fo. But he may probably 
fay to you, Would it not be better firft 
to difcover the beauties of a drJ.wing, a 
picture, any work of art, in ihort, be­
fore you feek out its faults? It requires 
1nuch ftudy> and great learning, to dif .. 
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cover the beauties, 'Yhile the d1oft fuper­
ficial obferver eafily fees the defects. 
Afi:er which he may perhaps add, Mifs, 
if you fhould find an opportunity to 
co1nmunicate this obfervation to your 
mother, you will oblige me and her too. 

EMILY. 

The gentleman then gives his advice 
to the mothers, as well as the daughters? 

MOTHER. 

When an opportunity offers, and he 
thinks he can render them fervice. 

EMILY. 

Well! I know what I will fay to ap-
peafe him. · 

MOTHER. 

Let 1ne hear what it is ? for I fuollld 
be glad to make my peace with hi1n 
too. 

·EMI LY. 

I will tell him, 1""'hat his drawing 
brings to rny mind a fine picture of Mr. 
Greuze, which my Mamma carried me to 
fee laf't winter. 

IV10 THE R. 

True; there is an affinity between this 
dra\ving and the pilture of the charitable 
lady. 
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EMILY. 

Is that lady the Dutchefs or the Mar­
chionefs ? I do not know what name to 
give her; but you will fay the name is 
not 1naterial. She is fi:anding up, and 
has an interefi:ing look. Her daughter. 
feems unwilling to draw near the bed. 
That is owing (you told me her fecret) · 
to its being the firfi: time fhe ever faw 
fo melancholy a fight. But, it is not a 
WOl:..1an; it is an old man lying on the 
couch of Mr. Greufe. How venerable 
he -looks through all his mifery ! you 
told me to look at the f word · that hung 
againfi: the wall, faying, It is the only 
furniture of this mif erable hovel. T'fle 
old man now lingering in want, muft 
have borne arms in his youth, for the 
defence of his country. And while you 
were faying this, I believe the nun, who. 
had conducted thither! the lady and her 
daughter, and who had remained at the 
door, in the back ground, rriade a fign 
to you with her head, as much as to fay, 
·Maclain, you have gueffed rightly. Is 
jt not a n1elancholy end for a brave man? 
But the brave old man, with his vene­
rable countenance, did not 1nind us; he 

VOL. II. z 
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quietly faid to_ the benevolent lady, You 
per£ orm a laudable action in coming to 
the affiftance of an unfortunate man. · 

Mo THE R. 

In that refpect, it differs from the lady 
in our drawing, who feems to be in 
great agitation. However, I will afk 
Mr. Greufe, next winter, whether he have, 
given you leave to make the figures in his 
pictures f peak; and whether he choofe the 
nun fhould make figns with her head to 
mothers, who are explaining the fubject 
to their little girls? 

EMILY. 

I fee, Mamma, you are determined 
to engage- me in difputes with every 
body. Are you alfo refolved not to in­
form me of the adventure of the Dutchefs 
and the poor woman ? 

MOTHER. 

No. Now that you have related it to, 
me, I have only to put the names of the 
actors; and it would be unjuft not to 

give you that trifling fatisfacbon. 

EMILY. 

Then I hope you will tell me all that 
the Marchionefs told you about it? 
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MOTHER. 

That is, all I know about it. But I 

forewarn you, the ftory is not gay; and 
as we are friends to old Nod, I do not 

think it will be right to talk on melan­
choly fubjeB:s, on a day when only joy 
inhabits his dwelling. Befide, it is late, 

we muft think of dining, that we may be 
ready to receive the bride-folk. 

EMILY. 

Indeed, Mamma, I will not promife 

you that they will not be here before we 

have rifen from table. 

MOTHER. 

In that cafe, we will defer the ftory to 

another day. Go, I will be with you in a 
moment. You have made your wedding 

prefent. I muft prepare mine. 

Z 2 
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EMILY. 

OH ! Mamma ! what a delightful day 
we have fpent ! It muft be owned, the 
Marchionefs knows how to do the honours 
of an enter~ainm_ent. 

MOTHER. 
Even though the guefrs be villagers. 

EMILY. 
How attentive !he was to every body; 

and how happy and eafy rhey all were -! · 
MOTHER. ; 

Each in his own way, without con­
ftraint or e1nbarrafinent; without lofing 
fight, even for a moment, of decorum, in 
the midft of familiarity;-gaiety, and con­
fufion of ranks. 

EMILY. 
How polite, attentive, and obl iging 

are all her people! They may well fay, 
cc Ljke 1nai1:er, like man." 
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MOTHER. 

·- I really was never prefent at a more 

agreeable or· interefting entertainment, 

for thofe who were concerned in it. 

EMILY. 

It did not at all furprife me. You 

know that the Marchionefs is very fen~ 

fible, as every body fays. 

MOTHER. 

Therefore, when I fpeak of thofe who 

were concerned in i , I reckon her the 

firft. It was very eafy for her to pro­

vide a very brilliant and· magnificent en­

tertaimnent; I own I expet,ted it a little. 

EMILY. 

Why fo? 

MOTHER. 

Becaufe the firft requifite toward · the 
f uccefs of an entertainment is, that the 

perfon, who gives it, is pleafed herfelf; 

and I did not in the leaft apprehend the· 
Marchionefs would have been fo deeply 

interefted in hem, and which erif ured 
the fuccefs of the .day_. · - ' 

z 3 
F· 
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EM 1 -L v·. 
For 1ny part, I expected to f pend a very 

delightful day. : 

MOTHER. 
I doubted it not on your part for a 

fingle inftant. But for a woman who 
has paffed 'her l_if e ,at Court, and in the 
great world, to take pleafure at a village 
wedding ; to f eem to delight in the buftle 
of it, and to be fo much at home in a com­
pai:iy fo new to her, was., I own, a -fight 
quit~ new to me. 

"EM.IL Y. 

It is owing to her kindnefs and bene­
volence. 

MOTHER. 
That was the £.rft ·re'flection that offered 

itf elf to my mind. I made another alf o • 

. EMILY. 

P·ray tell it me, Mamn1a? 

MoTiH iE R , 
The fimple ·and pl11r_e joys of the coun­

try muft ·have charms; we feek ih vain 
in the fplendid and bri~Eant ente'rtain­
ments of the great, _Jince a woman of 
her rank, finds greater fatisfaction in 
them. 
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EMILY. 

Do yom then think, Mamma, t'hat a 
. fafhionable meeting would not have 
given her the fa1ne pleafure? 

MOTHER . 

. Hardly. I never heard them cele-
·brated for any thing but trouble and 
fatigue .; fo much are ceiremonious af­
femblies dreaded by eve.ry one. 

EMILY. 

I never have vet, thank Heaven,dreaded , 
them. 

MoTH"ER. 

Oh! children are wonderfully intrepid 
-.on that article. 

EMILY.. 

B1Jt, Mamma, what harm •can there be 
in beiDg invited to aG entertainm-ent, to 
a grand wedding, or fupper, for inftance? 

fv1 0 '.I' HE R. 

Only that of being foon tired of it. 
EM I l. Y. 

How is it poif1ble to be tired at an 
Jaffembly which was meant for -amufe­
·ment? 

M ·OTHER. 

By not ca.~rY'ing -thither the proper ~if-
pofiti.ons. · 
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EMILY. 

I ho2e- I fhall carry every where the 
neceffary difpofition for amufement. 

MOTHER. 

While you are faithful to that engage-
1nent, · few feafts will be thrown away 
upon you. But fuppofe f01ne one to be 
prefent at an ·entertainment, without be­
ing at all .interefted in what paffes., o~ 
pleafed with thofe who are pref ent ? 

EMILY. 

In that cafe, what bufinefs has he 
there? Does he only come to be fa­
tigued? 

Mo THE R., 

To fulfil what we owe to fociety, and 
which has been invented to fupply the 
place of fentiment. There are nurnber­
lefs frivolous confiderations that fre­
quently lay us under the neceffity of . 
doing what is unpleafing, and for which 
you gain no one's good-will. 
. EMILY. 

That is f ooli{h enough. However., I 
promife you, Ma1n1na., they ihall never 
catch me there; and the laws of fociety 
-will not carry me; to an entertainment, 
without l can carry a fuitable te1nper of 
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mind; I am firmly refolved to be al­
ways interefted in them; nay, very n1uch 
interefted indeed. 

MOTHER. 

That will be a means of ihielding you 
from all ·perfonal reproach, though it 
m~y not fecure the fuccefs of the enter­
tamment. 

EMI!-,Y. 

' What elfe will be needful ? 
l\.1oTHER, 

_ All the company muft carry the fame• 
difpofition. Gaiety may be a little con­
tagious, but wearinefs is frill more io. 
Now, if you only meet with people of 
cold hearts, or thof e determined not to 
-be amufed, however interefred you may 
be in the fuccefs of the entertainment., 
you will not be able to animate them) 
you will grow languid for want of com­
munication, and inftead of your dif­
-pofition for mirth, you will, perhaps, 
.catch their wearinefs. 

EMILY. 

That would be a bad •exchange---Then 
this fame wearinefs is a gueft that is pre­
fent at .aH entertainments ? Was -it -a,t 
my coufin's w~dding _? 

MOTHER. 

You were there, . and can beft telt· 
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EMILY. 

It was not at the table of us little folk. 
We had· no other difpleafure than that of 
being fent away too foon, becaufe (I do 
not know, my dear Mamma, whether you 
have taken notice of it) every body tr-ie~ 
to get rid of children as foon as they can. 

I 

MOTHER. 

If it were prefent at our table, i,r had 
not the affurance to !hew itfelf openly ; 

- becaufe the· greateft part of the guefts 
were really interefted in the new married 
folk. 

EMILY. 

But, Mamma, one finds either one's 
friends or acquaintance at every enter­
tainment to which one is invited ? 

J\tf OTHER. 

And _then we join them and make a 
party to ourfelves; but it is evidently an 
act of hoftility toward the reft of the 
company. 

EMILY. 

That is true. Mr. -Verteuil fays, · it i? 
contrary to the laws . of fociety. We 
ought not to go into an affe1ubly to fe :­
parate ourfelves fro1n it. 
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MOTHER. 

Still lefs to attend to ourfelves, ex­

amine our drefs, behave, or talk affect:­

~qly on trifles that fignify nothing. 

EMILY. 

Do they call that amufement ? 

MOTHER. 

Yes, 'it paifes away the time. 

EMILY. 

Mamma, I am afraid people in high 

life have but a tedious time of it. What 

do you think ? , 
MOTHER. 

We will afk the Marchionefs, who is 
obliged to live in it. Perhaps it may be 

changed for the better. It is fo long 

fince I left it, that I may do it wrong 

without intending it. 

EMILY. 

Without meaning to abufe it, I muft 

prefer the entertainment of the Mar­

chionefs. 

MoTHEit. 

We are at leafr certain, that notwith­

ftanding the diverfity of manners and. con­

,di,tions, all. who were there, parte~ fatif-

, 
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fied '07ith each other, and pleafed to have 
fpent the day together. 

EMILY. 

Except, perhaps, that we parted ra ... 
ther too foon. 

Mo THE R. 

Phyficians fay, we iliot1ld rife with an 
appetite. It is equally falutary in regard 
to amufement, as well as aliments. We 

, fhould always anticipate fatiety. 

EMILY. 

That was another proof of wif dom in 
the Marchionefs. 

MOTHER. 

And which had probably a more re­
fpect:able 1notive .. 

EMILY. 
1

• 

Pray what motive ? 

MOTHER. 

, That of not difturbing the hours of -reft,. 
of -not retarding the repofe of thofe, whom 
the return of day 1nuft find again at work. 
T o make common people, and particu­
larly country people, keep late hours, is 
to lead them to idlenefs and diforder, 
· to corrupt their manners, and take fron1 



Con. XIX. 0 F E M 1 L r. 277 

them the tafte and .the habits neceffary 
to their condition. 

EMILY. 

How pleafed old Noel would be to 
hear you. He talks in that ftyle all day 
long. 

MOTHER. 

There is always fomething to be learn­
ed fro1n hi1n. You muft allow his lot not 
to be the worft in the world. 

EMILY. 

Mam1na, he brought to my mind, 
twenty times that day, the paftorals of 
Mr. GejfnerA I had a great 1nind to fay 
to him, Palemon, your children are very 
worthy; they will be favoured by the 
gods, though they are not called either 
Myrtillo or Chloe. 

MOTHER. 

Now you put me in mind of it, old 
Noel rnuft have a great many relations 111 

Mr. Geffner's country. 
EM r LY. 

Indeed, Mam1na ! What., in Switzer­
land.? 

MOT Ii ER. 

I 1nean people of his rank, who re ... 
fen1ble him in fenfe, difpofition, and pro-

V 01. 11. A a 
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_bity, which is being related by n1any 
honourable fides, as you fee. 

EMILY. 

Therefore the Marchionefs, when ihe 
was going to be cereinonious, faid to 
old Noel, N otwithftanding the diftance 
of ranks, and the inequality of condi­
tions, there is one line wherein all con­
ditions ought to be blended, and wherein 
all ranks are confounded. Honour and 
probity alone .have a right to a place in 
it, and all worthy people ought there to 
be found, one by another., without dif­
tincrion. 

MOTHER. 

What anfwer did he make to that ? 
EMILY. 

He faid, Madam., if this line place us 
all upon an equality in the eyes of the 
Almighty, it is broken, and leaves a long 
fpace between the grateful father, and 
the generous benefachefs of his children. 
Then turning toward Elizabeth, and tak­
ing her by the hand, he faid, My child., 
when I ha 7e acco1npliihed the de­
cree regiftered in Heaven of all our def­
tinies, it n1uft be thine and t~y hufband's 
bufinefs. Whenever thou ihalt have the 
happinefs of feeing the Marchionefs., I 
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would have thee fay to her, My father 

died in bleffing her, whom my children 

will blefs from generation to generation. 

MOTHER. 

That was the mmnent to have called 

him father P alemen. 
EM r LY. 

Poor Elizabeth melted into tears,- anll 

I felt my hear·t rife to my throat, and al­

n1oft choak me; but I made 1ny efcape 

into a corner without being perceived, 

dried my eyes, and went back ag:iin as 

if nothing had happened. 
MOTHER. 

Such a reply muft have proved to 

you, that our good old Noel is always 

in his proper place; and that the bene­

faclrefs of his children knew how to 

- choof e hers by placing herfelf by his 

.fide. 
EMILY. 

Hence you never remarked, Man1ma, 

how ihe adapts to each her difcourfe ? 
MOTHER. 

Except to Emily, whom fhe fpoiled the 

whole day, as 1nuch as was in her power. 
EMIL y 

True, Mamma, :fhe fhewed me a thou­

fo nd kihdnefi'es; but I know that it was 
A a 2 
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not on my own account., but yours---She 
afk.ed me., What I thought of the draw­
ing of the poor woman, whofe hiftory I 
atn frill unacquainted with, and told me, 
I fhould have a ~fine impreffion of it in 
an elegant frame) as foon as t_he print 
comes out~ Co111e, Man1rna, this is juft 
the right time to tell me the ftory ; and 
it will finifh our day in a very agreeable 
manner; it would not be fit I fhould be 
ignorant of it when the print comes. 

MOTHER. 
Then you are determined to conclude 

a merry day with a difmal ftory? 

EMILY. 
Since I -n1uft know it, it will be as well 

to pull the thorn out of one's fide foon 
as late. 

MOTHER, 
\Veil ! that is your bufinefs. I am 

-contented---I fhall at leaft be at reft. 

EMILY. 
Do you know, Mamma, what we wi l 

do? If the ftory fuould make us m e­
lancholy, we will think of the con ent 
of Stephen Herfe!in and Elizabet.b N oel:> 
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and fay, One 111uft not expect in this 

world to find happinefs every where. 

MOTHER. 

You recollect, that the Dutchefs * * * 
acts the principal part in this flory. One 

fine evening laft autumn, ihe fet out 

with her daughter to .,,fop in the country. 

EMILY. 

vVith the Marchionefs, perhaps? 

MOTHER. 

I believe fo. They had not yet paf­

fed the turnpike, when, at the corner of a 

narrow ftreet, a drunken hackney coach­

man drove againft her coach, and broke 

it to pieces. There was a great tumult 

in the place. The mob crowded round 

the broken carriage. They fecured the 

offender. The Dutchefs pardoned him; 

and while ihe fent to her hotel for another 

carriage, ihe, with her daughter, went into 

the ihop of a cart-wright, in confequence 

of an invitation from the mafter of it. 

EMILY. 

Then they were not hurt? 

MOTHER. 

Neither of them ; very luckily11 

,A a 3 
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EMILY. 
Nor any of their people? 

MOTHER. 
No. 

EMILY. 
Thank Heaven for that! 

MOTHER. 

Con. XIX. 

This fame cart-wright worked for the 
Dutchefs, though ihe knew him not;- and 
the unexpe'cted honour of her vifit> as 
you rnay fi.1ppofe, made no fmall buftle 
in his :fhop. We have worked, faid 
James 'Truchard to her Grace, for your 
houfe from father to f on; he then calls 
his wife and children, each by their

1 nar.nes, to partake the happinefs they owe 
to a drunkard. Behold them all fur­
rounding the Dutchefs ! fome £taring 
with open mouths, f ome cafting down 
their eyes, not daring to look at her. 
A moment after, mafter 'I'ruchard makes 
a thoufand excufes, fbr not having placed 
in his beft cart-houfe an old waggon of 
her Grace's, who being totally unac­
quainted with the injury done her, care­
lefsly a{ked him the reafon of his neglect? 
'' He may be mafter of his own houfe 
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" that can, replied the cart-wright. For 
" this fortnight paft, 1ny cart-houfe has 
" been let out, I do not know how, I do not 
cc know to whom, and for I do not know 
'' how long. There is, however, an article 
cc in the leaf e that I look upon to be 
cc fettled ; which is, that the rent will be 
cc paid in the next world without a war­
cc rant or execution. That is not all. 
" As if on purpof e to make 1ne fail in 
cc 1ny duty toward your Grace's waggon; 
cc here have I been for this week paft 
" following the court. I was told, our 
" gracious ~een intended to make me 
cc her cart-wright in ordinary. In con­
cc fequence of which information., I have 
cc been dancing attendance at Verfail!es, to 
" obtain mv commiffion; and this morn­
« ing, I faid to myfelf, Am I to pafs the 
" whole week without fitting down? And 
" I again came back to Paris nearly as 
" much advanced as before my journ.ey. 
cc God knows when the fign-painter will 
" put her l\1ajefty's arms., and a new in­
" fcription over my iho_p." 

EMILY. 

But., Mamma, what is the meanjng of 
all this rig-ma-role of his warrants, and 
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dancing attendance, and fign-painters ? 
Does the ~een know her cart-wright? 

MOTHER. 

I fee you fufpecl: rnafter 7 mnes 1'ruchard 
of affecting the great man, and aifurning 
airs of confequence, to infinuate to the 
Dutchefs, without the leafr affectation, 
to what a refpectable perfon fhe was in­
debted for the advantage of driving upon 
the pave1nent of Paris. As a key to the 
myftery of the cart-houfe, you muft 
know, that his correfpondent at Angou­
leme had addreifed to hi1n, near fix months 
fince, a young wo1nan with three chil­
dren, and had reco1nn1ended her in the 
following terms : 

" I here by recom1nend to you Mrs. 
'' Preindle, who goes to Paris on bu­
,, finefs. If you can lodge her, you will 
'' oblige me. She is not in a fituation 
'' to be at any great expence, but will 
<c be fatisfied with a fmall apartment, and 

.,, ordinary diet. Finally, ihe is induf­
,, trious, and very good-natured; and 
'' her children are not noif y." 

EM IL Y. 

Well, but Mamma, what has that to 
do wieh the waggon, and the cart-hot1fe? · 



Con, XIX. OF EMILY. 

I.VI OT HE R. 

Mailer 'l'ruchard, to do honour to the 
recom1nendation of his correfpondent, 
offers rvTrs. Preindle, notwithftanding the 
anxiety, diffidence, and referve, he re­
n1arked in her, a very finall apartment, 
and a very fpare ordinary. She at firfl: 
accepted it with earneftnefs and grati­
tude. WhilCt they were fettling her in 
her little apartment, her prating landlord 
informed her, He was cart-wright to the 
Dutchefs of * * *. She changed colour 
at the infor~mation, and immediately told 
the cart-wright, ihe could not accept his 
offer; that_ ihe fhould be at too great a 

diftance from her bufinefs; gathered to­
gether, and packed up her luggage; and 
difappeared with her children. 

EMILY. 

Mamma, the ftory begins to be inter­
efting. 

MOTHER. 

Il was not fo to mafter 'J'ruchard, who, 
when fhe was gone, thought no-more of 
her. 

EMILY. 

Probably thofe of his trade are not fo 
fond of fuch ftories as I am. 

MOTHER. 

\Vhen the acc~dent happened to the 
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Dutchefs's coach, l\t1rs. Preindle, and her 
three children, were come back again to 
'Iruchard's, and had been there a fortnight, 
but fo difrreffed ! in fuch a n1iferable 
itate of health and circumftancesj that 
any man, but mafl:er 'I'ruchard, would 
have pitied them. 

EMI LY. 

Are cart-wrights hard-hearted, or coin-· 
paffionate ? 

MOTHER. 

I know not, n1y dear; I hope there 
are good as well as bad in that ~n1ploy ... 
1nent as well as in every other. But f teh 
as are in fituations that continually ex­
pofe the1n to behold fights of hm11an 
v10e, and from which, hard labour alone 
can preferve themfelves; it is to be 
feared, their hearts grow as callous as the 
wood, or the iron which they are accuf­
to1ned to handle ; and that there is but 

" little roon1 for comn1iferation. 
EMILY. 

Mamma, I believe poor Mrs. Preindle 
found no great advantage in being intro-
duced there ? · 

MOTHER, 

\Vith a ghaftly countenance, fhe en­
treated mafter C.truchard to afford her an 
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afylum for a few days only, promifo1g 
not to be a trouble to hi1n for any length 
of time ; and that he fhould not hear 
any thing of her, for the ti1ne ihe re-
1nained there, provided ihe could be un­
known and private. She was no further 
explicit refpeB:ing her fituation; and the 
more preffing it feemed to be, the lefs 
curiofity the cart-wright expreffed to be 
made acquainted with it. 

EMILY. 

Why f o, I wonder ? That was a rea­
fon for endeavouring to get acquainted 
with what ihe wiihed to conceal. 

MOTHER. 

Moft certainly, when onf has the wiili 
and the power to affift thofe in diftrefs ; 
but, perhaps, mafter :truchard rnight want 
both ; all he defired was, to oblige his 
c:orrefpondent. The fact: is, he had a 
great many children of his own, and his 
wife was near lying-in. It was ·not there­
fore till after rnany objeB:ions on his part, 
that he confented to eftabljfh Mrs. 
Preind!e and her three children for a few 
days in his covered -cart-houfe, not 
having at prefent any other apartment 
to offer her;_ and to do the thing in a 
handfon1e 1nanner, he furniihed the cart-
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houfe with two old couches, covered 
with a little !haw, an old table, a pitcher 
for water, a bafon, and an old ftool or 
two. 

EMILY. 

Very handfome, indeed. 

MOTHER. 

In relating this minute account to the 
Dutchefs, rnafter Cfruchard aifured her, 
that except her waggon not being under 
cover, he had no reafon to repent of his 
charity; that the woman put him to no 
k ind of inconvenience ; that fue fome~ 
times ftole along the paffage in a rnorn­
ing, but foon returned to her children ; 
that all was quiet the remainder of the 
day; and that in going his rounds of an 
evening, he always looked through the 
key-hole, but never faw any light. He 
only wifhed to fee her qu · t the place, 
after being fo hof pitably treated, which 
he Battered hitnfelf would foon be, as 
the rector of St. E uflache had made · en­
ql1iry concerning the woman, which led 
him to fuppofe fhe would foon come to 
the parif..n ; and he purpofed going the 
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next day to the rector, to complete this 
good work. 

EMILY. 
· Ah! Mamma ! I am fo happy. If 

the rector of St. Euflache have taken up 
the affair, I look upon Mrs. Preindle as 
faved. If ihe were acquainted with us, 
.the would tell us, It was a good thing to 
be his pariihioner ; and I would make 
anfwer, My good woman, the whole 
pariih are of the fa111e opinion; and my 
Mamroa and I often fay fo in our even~ 
~ng chat. 

MOTHER. 
I thank you . for not leaving me out. 

You muft needs think the Dutchefs was 
impatient to fee one who grew pale at 
the mention of her nan1e, and de.fired 
the cart-wright immediately to open the 
ihed that ferv~d her for a dwelling, which 
fhe entered with her daughter. 

E M ILY. 
'Thank I-l eaven for that! W e .fb all 

at laft know what we have to depend 
upon refpecting this I\1rs. Preindle. We 
col1ld never have known the truth of the 
ftory from the· cart-wright. 

VoL. II. . B b 
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MOTHER. 

The profpeB: on entering was terrible. 
It prefented on all fides the moft extreme 
1nifery. The children appeared to have 
f uffered from hunger; the mother ex­
tended on an old couch, whence ihe had 
not rifen for two days for want of ftrength, 
was finking under a violent fever. The 
Dutchefs could not reftrain the firft emo­
tion of indignation againft her cart­
wright; and, turning to him, feverely re­
proached him for his inhumanity, in 
fi-1ffering to peri.fh, in his houfe, a whole 
farnily for want. Mafter Truchard threw 
the blarne · on his attention to bufinefs, 
his journey to court, the delay of his ap­
pointment, but principally on the won1an 
herfelf, who, far from making hirn ac­
quainted with her ,diftrefs, had never 
once afked his affiftance. 

EMILY. 

Mamma, I a1n afraid I i11all hate this 
ruafter Truchard. If I had the honQur 
of fpeaking to the ~een, I would fay 
to her, Your 1\/fajefty likes not people of 
bad hearts, therefore pray, do not let 
J ames Truchard have the honour of ferv ­

mg you. 
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Mo THE R. 

The revolution that fucceeded thjs firft 
interview, was frill n1ore extraordinary. 

The unexpected arrival of the company, 

and the noife they made, reftored the fick. 

perfon to her ftrength, and her mifery. 

She made an effort to fit upright, and 

looked around her with bewildered 

eyes, when, cafring then1 toward the 

Dutchefs, and f eeming to recollect her, 

fhe [creamed, and fell back fenfe lefs: 

On her recovery from a long fainting fit, 
.fhe faid, with a trembling dying voic~, 

Come hither rny children, throw your­
felves at her Grace's feet, and entreat her 

·1_1ot to deprive you of a 11.1other who has 

never offended her; at that moment, one 

of the Dutchefs's people, who had fol­

lowed his miftrefs, exclaimed, Good 

Heaven! it is Cecily ! 'The Dutchefs or­

dered every body to withdraw except 

her daughter. Not comprehending any 

thing !he had heard, not even recollect­

ing the perfon who had been fo terrified 

at her prefence; notwithftanding the ex­

'clamation of her footman, fue employ­

ed every tender, kind expreffiQn to cahn., 

and comfort her . 

. B b 2 
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EMILY ... 
Ah ! Ma1nma ! that is the time of r-he 

action of the picture. It is the Dutchefa 
, confoling the poor woman. 

MOTHER. 
Is it you, Cicily? faid fue. In what a 

fituation do I again behold you ! t Jn~ 
happy _woman! Can you have been fu{ 
n1onths in Paris, without thinking of 
applying to me ? Then perceiving h.er 
affiid ion was redoubled, and her anxiety 
increafed at thefe words, fhe again af­
fured her, that :fhe had been doubtlefs 
.conduEted thither by Providence, and 
that, far from having any defign to i~jure 
her, fue wifhed only to relieve and fave 
her. 

EMILY. 
- Now, Mamnia, the Dutchefs is before­

hand with me. Who is then this Cecily? 

MOTHER. 
She was called Cecilia Frenel, the com­

panion of her· infancy, the .daughter. of 
her Governefs, whofe fe rvices had been 
rewarded by a confiderable annuity, and 
the fuperintendence of one of their 
country-feats in j_-fngouleme. 
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EMILY. 

Now I -am more perplexed than before. 
What can one think of this Cecily Frenel? 
May one fafely take an intereft in her 
ftory? If :fhe be fo much afraid of the 
Dutchefs, ihe rnuft have offended her. 

MOTHER. 

I will relieve your uncertainty, by re­
lating her ftory in a few words. 

A pleafing countenance, and a mild 
difpofitjon, rendered Cecily Frenel dear 
to every one in her infancy. N otwith­
ftanding the difference of a few years; the 
Qutchefs was extremely fond of her, and 
this circumftance was the mean of her­
being educated in a _manner fuperior _to 

~ her rank. When the Dutchefs married, 
.11naftajie Frenel, mother to Cecily, fp.Jjcited 
and obtained the reward ihe defired, 
and retired into her native provinc~. , . !n 
the mean tin1e, the Dutchefs, who was to 
pafs the firft years of her marriage - at 
court, with her n1other-in-law, left not 
the companion of her childhooq wit~out 
regret, and promifed to fend for her a~ 
foon as fhe fhould be fettled Jn her own 
houfe. But Fate had det<trm ined Qtb.er~ 
wife. · · 

B b 3 
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EMILY. 

That is plain ; becaufe we now fee her 
lodged 'in a cart-houfe. 
. MOTHER. 

Cecily's mother was one of thofe cha­
rach~rs too e:ornmonly found in inferior 
ftations. lnfinuating and compliable with 
her fuperio_rsJ ihe made herfelf amends 
for her · .fub111iffion, by retorting it on 
fhofe whofe lot it was to depend on her. 
N atur~lly irnperious, fevere, and haugh­
ty., _fue: was unhappy enough to b_e jealous 
of the tendernefs the Dutchefs expreffed 
for her daughter. Poor Cecily was there­
f or-e far from happy with fuch a mother, 
who knew no other pleafure but th~ 
gratification of her ambition; and, at 
her a~rival at her refidence, it was all 
centre-d i in the project of finding an ad­
vanrageou·s rnatch for her daughter. 
Cecily'-s= TI?ind and E~rfon raifed her ex­
peB:ations in this refpect, independently 
of the protection of her benefaB:refs. 
She foon threw her eyes on the ftewatd 
of the C9unt * * *, who had great pof­
feffions in the province. Thi-s man en­
joyed the confidence of his mafter, and was 
as formi<la"61-e ·t&'the whole canton, as he 
was fki lful in bringing to light, every 
·day., fo~e -parchment or other from the 
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records of the Count. He had already 
ftripped feveral of his neighbours of 
their poffeffions. Whenever he was 
complimented on the beauty and extent 
of the park belonging to the principal 
eftate, .Ah ! cried he, it was not made fo 
without pains; one has many an obftinate 
]Jlan to deal with. No end ·to law-fuits; 
one time we have to turn the water from 
their land ; fend the ga1ne to feed at 

·~heir difcretion in the pafrures of another; 
in ihort, invent a thoufand little ways to 
~ring about our fchemes. . 

EMILY. 

Do you like that 1nan, Mamma ? He 
is worfe than James Truchard. 

MoT HER. 

_ He was, however, the man deftined 
~y Anf1ftefte Frenel, to be the hufband of 
her child ; and as the moft favage hearts 
fometimes fubmit to the empire of 
beauty, the channs of Cecily had made a 

deep impreffion on the obdurate and un­
feeling foul of this chicaneur * by profef-
fion. · · 

EMILY. 

Then fhe owes the beautiful narne of 
Preindle to this man ? I no longer won-

• A litigious man, 
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der !he !hould be unhappy throtfgh her 
fault, or that of another. 

MOTHER. 

You run on fafi:er than Cecily Frenel. 
Whilfr her mother's ambition would have 
difpofed of her in favour of the Count's 
fteward, love had difpofed of her heart 
in favour of a young man in the neigh­
bourhood, named Baruel. This young 
man, cultivated, and lived on a fmall 
efi:ate, left hi1n by his father. He was 
not rich; but liberty and independence, 
the uf ual companions of honefi: poverty, 
made him prefer his lot to the moft bril­
liant deftiny. His virtues and prudence 
made him loved and revered by the 
whole canton. He knew not his want 
of riches ti_ll he knew Cecily. She in-_ 
f pired him with the tendereft affecrion ;_ 
and he now, for the firft time, fighed 
for gold. 

EMILY. 

Oh! Mamma 1 let us contrive their 
union t Is then this vile n1oney always 
wanting to happinefs? Befide, if we fpeak. 
to the Dutchefs, ihe will certainly . do 
fomething for the companion of her 
youth. 
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MOTHER. 

The mother ibould have been per­
fuaded to do what was right; but ihc 
thought more highly of the terror this 
rich and forn1idab]e chicaneur infpired, 
than the general efree1n enjoyed by a 
deferving young man ; becaufe he was 
poor, and of little confeq uence. :t~ o­
thing could overcmne her repugnance. 

EMILY. . 

Ohl what a hateful worna11 ! You 
1"";1uft grant we are got into tolerably bad 
company. 

. MOTHER. 

It is your own fault. Did I not advife 
you not to leave the fociety of the Mar­
chionefs ? You would not believ~ me. 
---It is now in my power to diffolv~ 
you into tears, by drawing a picture of 
Cecily's mifery; but I will fpare your fen­
fibility. It is fuffi.cient to inform you, 
·that fhe, after long and cruel fufferings, 
having refifted with firmnefs, and unabat­
ing patience, the projected marriage of 
her mother, at length found a protector 
in an uncle fhe had in the fame province. 
He nQt only effected her union with 
Baruel, but extorted the confent of her 
mother; £he granted it; but .being as 

/ 
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vindic'rive and arrogant, as, fhe was am­

bitious, ihe never would fee her dallgh­

ter after the day of her marriage, and 

nourifhed in her heart an implacable 

hatred toward her. 

EM I"L Y. 

Oh! Mamma ! what a 1nother ! 

MOTHER. 

. From that mmnent, fhe inceffantly la­
boured to ruin her in the efteen1 of the 

Dutchefs, by reprefenting her conduct 

under a feigned farrow, in the moft de­

tefi:able colours of ingratitude and dif­
obedience-; and if ihe did not f ucceed to 

her willies in her defigg> fhe perfuaded 

her daughter of her fuccefs, and that the 

Dutchefs could not hear her mentioned 

without expreffing her indignation. This 

infinuation was more fatal to Cecily Baruel 
than all her other machinations ; · it pre­

vented her writing to her benefactrefs, 

who thinking herfelf neglected, in time · 

totally forgot a young perfon fhe had fo 
tenderly loved. 

EMILY~ 

Now her tonnents are over, and her 
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misfortunes begun, which I fuppofe 
brought her to the cart-houfe. Oh! 
Marnma ! ihe had reafon to weep on the 
day of her marriage. What a terrible 
curtain had ihe to raife ! 

MOTHER, 

N otwithftanding the firft years of her 
marriage were · happy, and paffed in 
peace,- ihe bQafted of the calm ihe en­
j9yed after fo 1nany ftorms. Her fortune, 
it is true., was but 1noderate; but her 
tender attach1nent to her hufband fup­
plied the place of riches ; and being 
both fober., induftrious, and diligent in 
every duty., might induce one to believe, 
that if happinefs inhabit any part of this 
globe, ihe had made choice of their 
humble retreat · for an afylum. T'hey, 
little by little, forgot the world; and the 
idea that had fo often troubled Cecily, 
when firft ihe was married, of living in 
a manner, within fight of her unjuftly 
offended mother, without daring to pay 
her duty to her, was infenGbly weakened 
and effaced in the midft of that fweet 
and p,ateful enJoy1nent of domefl:ic 
felicity.\ ·. 
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EMILY: 

Perhaps that is not the befr part of her 
ftory. 

MOTHER. 

Beco1ne the 1nother of three children, 
fl1e every day adored Providence foi:- his 
favours, and fufpected not the catafrrophe 
that threatened her. 

EMILY. 

0 h ! pray tell me what it was ! 
MOTHER. 

The Count's fteward · was too much 
employed in various and important b~fi­
nefs to think of her. During the firft 
fix 111.onths of her marriage, ihe reckon­
ed it not the .leafr of her bleffings, that 
fue was forgotten by this fonnidable 
man. 

EMILY. 

And f o did I. I hoped to hear no-
thing more of hi1n. What was the 
name of this horrid 1nan ? 

MOTHER. 

, The ftory does not inform us, and I 
aifure you, I made no enquiry refpect­
ing it. Do you not find a relief in being 
unacquainted with the names of wicked, 
and mifchievous people? Methinks we:, 
are the further removed from them. · 

,; .. 
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EMILY. 

Oh! may we ever remain fo, 1\1amrna. 

MOTHER. 

He never forgot any one; he was me­
thodical, even in his averfions; and, as 
he never wanted objects, and enjoyed by 
anticipation the injuries he meditated, he 
was not in hafte to execute them. It 
was not, therefore, till he had finiihed, as 
he faid, the labours of the eaftern canton; 
that is to fay, till he had tormented and 
oppreffed with law-fuits, that part of the 
province, in his 1nafter's name; that he 
recollected the conte1npt of Cecily Baruef, 
and refolved to begin his work on the 
weftern fide, where the finall poffef ... 
fions of her hufband lay. 

EMILY. 

·Old Mamma! 

MOTHER. 

But he concealed his defign of venge ... 
ance under a fpecious appearance of ge­
nerofity. He firfr propofed to Baruel, to 
cede his heritage to the Count, who 
·wifhed to inclofe it in his Englifo garden. 
This was attacking Baruel on the weak 
fide. He was attached to his little fpot, 

VOL. II. C C 
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beyond expreffion; and, fince he had there 
enjoyed every felicity which human na­
ture is capable of tafting, he would have 
thought it impious, and worthy of Divine 
puniihment, to confent to quit it in corr:i­
pliance with the fteward's propofal. He 
refufed, therefore, to liften to any terms; 
which was juft what his enemy expelled. 
His parchment5 were ready to prove, 
that his little patrimony, which had al­
ways paffed for freehold ( that is) free 
of any fubjeB:ion to other land, was re­
devable annually to the principal eftate 
of his mafter. The fuit was com1nenced; 
and from that moment, trouble., anxiety, 
and calamities of every kind., were the 
portion of a family hitherto fo happy. 

EMILY. 
Why fo, Marnma ? 

MOTHER. 

Tµe law-fuit was of long continuance. 
l\tl~·. Baruel was obliged to contraB: debts 
to carry it on, and to make feveral jour­
neys to Paris. It was plainly forefeen., 
that ihould he even gain the caufe., he 
would be inevitably ruined; but., to con­
dude., he ioft it. 
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EMILY. 

How ! loft it, Mamma? Is there then 
no juftice in France? Is not the King 
difpleafed when any of his fubjects are 
oppreffed? 

MOTHER. 

Since juftice decided in favour of the 
Count, he, no doubt, had right on his 
fide; hut Baruel's father had, neverthe­
lefs, purchafed his little territory, believ­
ing it freehold. The former poife!for of 
the Count's principal eftate living at 
Court, and never going into the country, 
not having, in fine, a fteward of the fame 
character as this chicaneur, had extreme­
ly negie&ed his rights; and many claims 
are loft in this manner. A holder of 
lands, who makes it his bufinefs to re­
vive thein rigoroufly, as far as the law 
will author if e hi 111, may have juftice on 
his fide; but human~ ... u will never be of 
11is party. · 

EM IL Y. 

I arn very fure, that Mr. Elias Godard, 
who tired my patience fo 1nuch, when I 
was little, has no old parchn1ents in H:ore 
to torment other people with; I think., 

CC 2 
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my Papa would not fuffer it. BeGde, 
we know , ur bailiff's name, and we have 
no reafon to wii11. to be ignorant , of it ; 
to be fure, he is a little tedious, but he 
• .. ., l 
lS not WlCKea. 

MOTHER. 
The ancients have a proverb, which 

fays, that juftice carried to an extrerne 
becomes injuftice. And fince the moft 
mild and ufeful virtues of fociety r_e ... 
quire to be te1npered by each other, to 
prevent their running into extremes, 
there is a fuonger reafon, why the juf­
tice we exercife toward others for the 
1naintenance of onr rights: that is, for our 
particular advantage, ought to be pre:­
fcribed within due limits, if it would 
preferve its name, and efcape cenfure. 

EMILY. 
I know it, Mamma. You have told 

me fo ; we are like mufical inftrmnents, 
which, to be in tune, muft be properly 
modified---Am I in tune, Mamma? 

MOTHER. 
So1netimes. Yet the very beft inftru­

, ments require conftant att~ntion to pre-
\ vent their being out of tune . -
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EMILY. 

I am fenfible of that alfo. When the 
i:nafter is ill, the inftrument 1s put by in 
a corner, and ·is in d~nger of being 
fpoiled; is it not ?---But what became 
of poor Mr. Baruel? 

MOTHER. 

You n1ay now eafily in1agine the 
difafters that befel him and his unhappy 
family. The furn of money he was 
obliged to pay, in confequence of the­
decifion of the law-fuit, far exceeded 
all he poffeffed in the world ; and the 
impoffibility of difcharging the debts 
contracted_ to carry it on, completed his 
r{1in. His little domain was feized and 
fold, and the detefted fteward made a 

good bargain of it .for his mafter. His 
other creditors, lofing all hope of being 
paid, had Baruel arrefted at Paris ; and 
now behold him an infolvent debtor in 
prifon. 

EMILY. 

Good Heaven! Is it poffible the inno­
cent can be f o treated ? 

MOTHER. 

At this fatal news) Mrs. Baruel fet out 
with her three children.: Son1e charitable 
. C c 3 . -~ 
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perfons made a fubfcription, to enable -
her to perfonn her journey to Paris, to 
endeavour to-move, by her diftrefs, the 
com1niferation of thofe who "' had de­
prived her hufband of his liberty. Her 
unnatural mother, who enjoyed, as well 
as the fteward, what ilie termed the ven­
geance of Heaven on ungrateful ehil­
dren, by another act of cruelty, render­
ed this project u.felefs. She addreifed 
feveral anonymous letters to her, inform­
ing her, that the Dutchefs, knowing of 
her journey tQ Paris, would, on her ar­
rival, have her confined ; and that an 
order for that purpofe was already ob­
tained. Thefe barbarous infinuations kept 
her unhappy daughter in continual a­
lanns, and deprived her of the colirage 
neceffary to extricate he-r from her de­
plorable fituation. 

EMILY. 
Which was the caufe of" her trembling 

even at the name of the Dutchefs. 
MOTHER. 

And alfo of her taking a falfe name,_ 
when at Paris. You have feen with ·what 
precipitation fhe fled the fi rft time rom 
the cart-wright's hcufe. The fame, ter­
ror deprived her of the power of waiting 

• on the creditors, as the wife of the un-



~on, XIX, 0 F E M I L r. :;01 

fortunate Baruel, and of the moft efFec­
tual means of foftening them ; fhe called 
herfelf his fifi:er ; faid fue was a ... widow 
with three children, without a livelihood. 
She feldom dared even to enjoy the me­
lancholy confolation of vifiting her huf­
band in his captivity. Wherever fhe 
went, fhe imagined :!he was obferved> 
ihould be difcovered, torn from her chil­
dren, and confined in fame diftant con-

. . 
vent, 1n a pnvate manner. 

EMILY. 

. Poor unhappy creature ! But where 
did fhe pafs the nights with her three 

· children? 
MO T'H ER. 

She had made ufe of another letter of 
recommendation to a milliner at the 
Palace. There fhe worked from morn­
ing till night, with her eldefi: dai.1ghter~ 
to get bread for them all; and, as ihe 
was extremely clever in the bufinefs, this 
woman ·foon difcovered the advantage of 
having her with her, without thinking of 
making her a fuitable recompence. By 
little and little, all fue had was gone, 
without her being able to perceive an 
.end to her miferies. One cay, being 
more oppreffed than ufual, the milliner, 
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to whom fhe had entrufted her· calamities, 
not only offered liberty to her hufband, 
but a happy and eafy liv1ng for herielf 
and children. She only required one 
condition; but that one fo terrified Mrs. 
Baruel, that .fhe quitted the milliner 
with the fame precipitation fue had done 
the cart-wright. 

' 
EMILY. 

)Vhat was the condition then ? 

MOTHER. 
The ftory does not fay; but you know 

the reft. Not knowing where to lay her 
head, .fhe returned with her three chil­
aren, to the cart-wright's, more than 
half diftracted. She was foon feized with 
a violent fever ; you have feen her on 
the point of expiring for want of affif­
tance, and, at length, 1niraculoufly faved. 

EMILY. 

Indeed, Mamma, you 1nay well fay 
miraculoufly. · 

MOTHER. 
See, on what trifles our n1iferable be­

ing -depends! On what the prefervation 
of this unfortunate creature! The wick 
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ednefs of her mothe!" alienates her from 
the only fupport ihe had on earth. She is 
induced to avoid) as her mofi: inveterate 
enemy, the only perfon who had the 
power and the wiii to relieve her mifery. 
Had it not been for the drunken coach­
man, this perfon, who alone could favc 
her, wm.1ld have paffed, without knowing 
it, near the hovel where fhe was expir­
ing. Had this drunken coach.tnan broken 
the carriage of her benefactrefs to pieces, 
two hundred paces on one fide or other 
.of the cart-wright's ihop, the accident to 
which ihe owed her life would have been 
ufelefs to her. Nay more, had it not 
been for the old waggon, and the ftrefs 
laid by the cart-wright on its being im­
properly fituated, this perfon, fo neceffary 
to the prefervation of Cecily, would have 
waited more than an hour in the court, 
and at the door of the hovel where ihe 
was fo greatly wanted, and have gone 
away without knowing it. Let 1.1s again 
fuppofe, that the cart-wright had been 
lefs communicative, or that the Dutchefs, 
inftead of carelefsly blaming hi1n for a 

neglect of little importance, in her opi­
nion, had been tired of his prating, and 
have told him to fettle that 1natter with 
ller people; the · fame i1nprobability of 
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affiftance would have fubfifted. On what 
then did the prefervation of this unfortu­
nate woman depend, for who1n you are 
fo much interefted ? on a·fortuitous con­
courfe of a crowd of circumfta'nces, 
firange and trifling in appearance, one of 
which being omitted er changed, would 
have rendered it impoffible. 

EMILY. 
Oh! Mamma ! why wilf you leave me 

without any confolation ? Is it not dread­
ful that innocence ihould be plunged into 
fuch an abyfs ? vV ould you take from 
the1n all hope of extricating themfelves 
from it? 

MOTHER. 
On the contrary, Mrs. Baruel is a proof, 

methinks, that innocence extricates itfelf 
from the abyfs; and that it ought never 
to defpair of affiftance. I alfo hope that 
you are fenfible how moderate we ought 
to be in our enjoyment of happinefs, 
µnee no one knows what to-1norrow ma1 
bring forth. 

EMILY. 
Oh! what a dreadful profpecr does the 

future prefent us with! if we -dFaw aficle 
the curtain that concears it. 

MOTHER . 
. We may fay, Happy are thofe who are· 

I 
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poffdfed of courage, ftrength, fortitude, 
conftancy, and refignation; for how little 
foever life may be prolonged, they will 
find opportunities of exercifing them. 

EMILY. 

I am very forry I preff ed you to tell 
me the ftory. I wiih I could forget it, 
or rather, I wifh I never had heard it. 

MOTHER. 

· I reproach 1nyfelf for my weaknefs 'in 
yielding to your folicitations this evening. 
It has coft you fome tears---

E MIL Y. 

It 1nay juftly be faid, that wifdo1n fel­
dom accompanies children for any length 
of time. 

MOTHER. 

Since the evil is w1thout re1nedy, I 
flatter myfel£ that you at le aft f o far de..: 
pend on the Dutchefs's goodnefs as to be 
eafy refpecting the fate of Mr. and Mrs. 
Baruel. 

EM .IL Y. 

Pray, Mamma, tell me that to c01nfort 
me. · 

.MOTHER. 

In the firft place, the Dutchefs thought 
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no more of fupping in the country. She 
had Mrs. Baruel carried that very evening 
to her houfe, and her care_s foon re-eftab­
li!hed her health. She now had no other 
anxiety than that of preferving her from 
the effects of her happinefs. 

I EMILY. 

How fo, Ma1nma ? 

MOTHER. 

The following day the Dutchefs was 
employed in procuring the liberty of her 
hufband, by paying his debts. The phy­
ficians, with reafon, dreaded the meeting 
of the hufband and wife. Mrs. Baruel 
was frill too weak to quit her bed, when 
her hufoand _entered the roorn; every 
precaution had been taken to prepare her 
for this affecting fcene, and ihe had pro-
1nifed to behave ·with all . the moderation 
that-was required of her; but the efforts 
ih_e made to keep her word were almoft 
fatal to her. T'o the violence ihe did 
herfelf by reftraining her emorion, fuc­
ceeded dreadful convulfions; the fever 
returned with greater violence than· ever; 
and fix weeks elapfed before Mrs. Baruel 
could be faid to be perfeftly reftored to 
her hufoand and children. 
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EMILY. 

I hope {he is quite well now, Man1ma . 
Shall we fee her at Paris next winter. 

MOTHER. 

Laft year her benefaclrefs fent her 
back to Angouleme with her hufband and 
family. There having provided the1n 
with every neceffary, fhe purchafed fo r 
her in her own d01nains, an efta.t:e of four 
tin1es the value of that which had been 
taken fron1 them. It was entirely fret: 
from every incumbrance, and rnade free ­
hold \vith great [Qlemnity. The Dutcheis, 
~t the fame ti1ne, prornifed to give thej r 
daughter a fortune, whenever her father 
lhould find a man worthy to partake the 
happinefs of fuch a family. Their re­
turn to Angouleme wore an air of triumph; 
the whole province was glad to receive 
the1n ; and that nothing 1night be want­
ing (for the misfortunes of the wicked are 
regarded as a _ public good) the ft ward 
broke ·his back in a fall from a horfe . a · 
little time before, and his appearance no 
longer threatened ruin to any one. 

EMILY. 

I was going to fay, Heaven be praifed; 
VoL. II. D d 
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but I believe it would not be right.--And, 
Mamma, what became of Anajlajie? 

MOTHER. 

The Dutchefs would never forgive · her, 
notwithftanding the . fupplications of her 
daughter. She difrniifed her from the 
caftle, and gave her a very moderate in­
come, on confideration that fhe retired 
into a convent out of the province, that 
ihe might there lead a life of penitence 
for the faults fhe had been guilty of. 

EMILY. 

One fhould not, I believe, wifh evil 
to any one; but fince juft ice is done, I 
am happy. They need only behave 
well, and they will be fore to be reward­
ed by the Dutchefs. 

MOTHER . 

And perhaps there is no great evil in 
meditated mifchief being puniJhed. 

EMILY. 

Ah! Mamma ! when I have _got the 
print, I ihall look on it with very dif­
ferent eyes, now I know every circum­
ftance of the dreadful ftory. 

M O T H ER . 

A fe t of interefting prints might be 
made from the different incidents; I be-



Coll, XIX. 0 F EMIL r. 

lieve indeed it will be done, and Mrs. 

Baruel hopes to have, in time) all thofe 

original defigns to adorn her happy man­

fion,-and to bring to her children's n1inds 

the frequent remembrance of James 1:ru...., 

chard's cart-houfe. 
EMILY. 

And I alfo hope to have a fet of the 

prints in my manfion, to bring to n1y 

remembrance, the ftory that f poi led a 

delightful day. But thank !--leaven, all 

is well now; I may go to-bed and fleep 

fou·ndly; only I am not determined 

whether I fhall lie with my head high qr 

low. to-night. 
fvf OTHER. 

What has that to do w)th Mrs. Baruel' 

ftory? ' 

EMILY. 

Becaufe I do not know whether I ihall 

dream to-night or not. On one .fide, old 

Noel and the wedding may afford me 

n1uch pleafure ; but then Mr. and Mrs. 

Baruel, and above all, that Ant1Jlajie Fre­

nel, and the fteward, may caufe terrible 

dreams. 
MOTHER. 

1'hen do you dream or not as you · 

like ? 
D d 2 
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EM I LY. 
To be fure> Mamrna. When I feel 

myfelf cmnfortablc in the evening, I lie 
with my head low, and then I have plea­
:funt , earns; when, on the contrary, I 
am vexed or unhappy, I lie with my 
head high, that I may not ·earn. 

]VIo TH ER. 
And does this pr caution anf wer your 

purpofe? 

EMILY .. 
I ihould have been greatly to be pitied 

during your dreadfui illnefs, if I had not 
known this f ecret. It faved me many 
miferable nights. 

MOTHER. 
In that cafe, the beft way will be not 

to dream to-night. As misfortunes make 
a deep impreffion, I fear thofe of Mrs ., 
Baruel may efface from your imagination 
the happinefs we have been witnefs to 
this day. 

EMILY .. 
You are right, Ma1nma ; we will keep 

on the fafe fide. We will fleep withouc 
drea1ning, to prevent confufion, and to­
morrow we will think only of the happinefa 
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of the little family in Angouleme---Mam­
ma, which do you think the happieft of 
the two, the Dutchefs, or Mrs. Barucl? 

MOTHER. 

That, my love, is a quefrion fomewhat 
difficult to anf wer. If you take my ad­
vice, we will fleep upon it, and to-111or­
row you will furnifl1 me with a proper 
anfwer. 

Dd3 
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EMILY. 

WHAT a quantity of flowers you 
have, Mamma ! Are you going to fell 
nofegays ? 

MOTHER. 
At any rate thefe will not make my 

head ache. 
EMILY. 

I plainly fee they are artificial. This 
is not the feafon for flowers. What do 
you intend to do with them ? 

MOTHER. 
Your aunt fent them to me. She de­

fires I would choofe f ome for Emily ; be­
caufe :fhe f uppofes Emily will dance to­
morrow. 

EMILY. 
My aunt is very kind; I defire you 

will thank her, Mamma, and affure her 

~· 



.. 
Ccn. XX. 0 F E MIL r. "r9 

of my ref peB:; but I have heard nothing 
about a ball. It is true, to-morrow will 
be a great day. When I rife, i? the 
morning, I !hall be no longer a child; l 
{hall be more than ten years old. 

MOTHER. 

By three or four hours. 

EMILY •. 

No matter; ~hofe years -are paired. 
MoT HER .. 

You are right; and are paiTed never 
to return. So that if you have fpent 
them well, it wi11 be happy for you; if,. 
on the contrary, you have fquandered 
the1n away, the evil is without re1nedy. 

EMILY. 

J uft fo, my dear Mamma, was I faying. 
in my own little mind,. as I came in. I 
dare not flatter myfelf, that I have fpent 
them well ; but I hope at leaft they are 
not entirely loft. 

MOTH ER. 

So do 1---Now we muft celebrate this 
great day, which makes one period in 
your life. 

EMILY. 

Oh! to b~ fure. Who is it calls this. 
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a day of limitation? Behold, infancy is 
behind us~ 

MOTHER. 

We at leaft advance with hafty fteps 
toward its conclufion; and adolefcence 
comes to meet us. 

EMILY. 

Two luftres complete ! as Mr. Gerceuil 
fays. 

MoT H-ER. 

Speaking poetically. 

EMILY. 

He faid to me juft now, Do you know . 
then,__ yon were born on the fame day of 
the year with one of the firfr men of your· 
age, or rather ours, to which you do not 
belong. He was but fifteen luftres wh.en 
you can1e into the world. 

MOTHER. 

To convince 1ne of the progrefs you 
have made in arithmetic., can you make 
a calculation in profe of the nun1ber of 
years r 

EM I-LY. 

Ohl yes; I can, Mamma. 
feventy-four years old, when I 
feventy-four 1ninutes. 

He -was 
was but 
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MOTHER. 
Then he wanted one year of his 

fifteenth luftre ? 

EMILY. 
Juft fo, Ma1nma. 

MOTHER. 
And how old is he now ? 

EMILY. 
He is eighty-four, and I am ten. 

MOTHER . 
. May you reckon together yet a long­

time ! I thought to-morrow would be a 
day of rejoicing to you and me only; but 
this anniverfary makes it a day of public 
rejoicing, for the birth of a g:reat man is, 
in the firft place, a laudable fubjelt of 
pride for his nation ; and in the next, a 
fubjeB: of joy and gratitude to thofe who 
really are interefted in the welfare of 
mankind. 

EMILY. 
W el 1, Ma1nma ! what ihall we -do to­

morrow? 
MoT HER .. 

Your aunt iuppofes you would like t0; 
dance, as it is carnival time. Were it 
alfo the fummer feaf on,. a Ball C hampet.re 
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would foon be fettled, and we (hould not 
want artificial flowers. But, in the middle 
of February, it is a more ferious affair; 

you do not dance well enough for a ball 
in town. 

EMILY. 

I know I do not dance f o we 11 as Mifs 
Gernance; but that is nothing ; amongft 
us brats, we do· not take notice which 

jumps the beft or the worft. 

MOTHER. 

Then we have only to invite a com­
pany cf little ones, that we will not let 
into the fecret of the folemnity of the 

day. 
EM I LY. 

U nlefs mention be made of the public 
rejoicing. But to tell you the truth, 
my dear Mamma, I believe I ihall not 

be much difpofed to dance to-morrow. 

MOTHER . 

Why not? 

EMILY. 

I do not know. Perhaps it is on ac­
count of what you call the folemnity of 

the day. 
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MOTHER. 
How then would you celebrate f o 

f olemn a day ? 
·, EMILY. 

Stay; fuppofe we do one thing ? 

MOTHER. 
What is it? 

EMILY. 
Suppofe you order your door to be 

ihut, and let us pafs the day together, 
tete-a-tete; that would be charming! 

1.\,10 THE R. 
To me it would; but it would be like 

every other day; there would be nothing 
new in that. I fear the day would appear 
tedious to you ? 

EM I LY. 
No, indeed. I defy you to imagine 

any thing that could afford me f o much 
pleafure. 

MOTHER. 
In that cafe, the preparations for the 

entertainment will not take much tune . 
l3ut what :fhall we do all day long? 

EMILY. 
We will do as we did in the country 
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where we have paifed three or four days 
• A , A 

running, tete-a-tetr. 

MOTHER. 

In the country- it is very different; the 

days are n,ever too long. We have fo 

n1uch to do in f o many places, and fo 

n1any different occupations, that we can 

frarcely find time even for walking. But 
at Paris in a winter's day 1 ... __ 

EMILY. 

I fee, Marnma, you are afraid of its 

being tedious. 1t is not my fault, if my 

Papa and my brothers are abfent. _ 

MOTHER. , 

Neither is it 1nine; but your own ex,_ 

perience muft have already !hewn y011, 

there is no dependance on rnan ; that 

they belong to the public, rather than to 

their families ; that they have no iooner 

paffed the age of chiidhood, than at their 

entrance into the world, they are obliged 

to go wherever their duty calls them. 

EMILY, 

Ohl what a vile thing is war! I have 

faid fo a thoufand times ; how can men, 

who are fo civil and polite in (ociety, be 
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fo cruel as to kill Gne another, without 
-eveh having feen oni another before. 

MOTHER . 

It often ha-ppens, becaufe nations are 
neither 1nore wife, more juft, nor more 
moderate toward their equals, than tur­
bulent, reftlefs, or pa{Uonate people are 
toward their fellow citizens. In fociety, 
injuftice is reftra-ined by laws ; but what 
can a whole nation do when wronged ? 
It muft repulfe injuftice and wrong by 
force. 

And they 
that account ! 

EMILY. 
muft kill one another on 

Very fine, indeed l 

MOTHER. 

Y ou fee we have a more eafy part to 
act. The weaknefs of the fex, and the 
narrow fphere of our little abilities, con­
fine us to the practice of domefl:ic du[ies 
alone; and by fulfilling them, we dif. 
charge all that fociby expects fron1 us. 

EMILY. 

Provided we remain without our Papas 
and brothers. 

VoL. II. Ee 
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. MOTHER. 

Indeed we fhall very much want your 
Papa and brothers to-morrow. 

EMILY. 

Befide that, we want them every daye 

MoTHE~ 

Yet, though their duty -remove the1n 
from us, happily they are not as yet ex-
pofed to the chances of war. / 

EMILY. 

Well ! that is f ome co1nf ort, to be fure. 

MO 1' HER. 

And fince it is our lot to live in fo­
litude, it is on your account alone I ap­
prehend the day will feem tedious; the 
celebration of which feemed to promjfe 
you fo1ne aLnufement. 

EMILY . 

. But, Man1ma, 1nuft fuch a day be 
ipent in a1nufement ? 
~ MOTHER. 

J ndeed, I think it more fol emn th;in 

EMILY. . 

It infoires reflection ; does it not? 
A,. d the1:efore what is paffed will come 
into your head whether yo 1 will or not. 
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One alfo draws a little the curtain aride 

that conceals the future. Sjnce you t.1.lk­

ed of thjs dreadful curtain, I affure you~ 

it has not been out of my thoughts. I 

havr it continually before rny eyes. 

Only think then, my delr Mamma, what 

a deal of bufinefs to do itl one day! 

t\,1 0 THE R. 

I cannot furely blame you for regard ­

ing the li1nics of childhood, and the ap­

_proach toward adolefcenc.e., in this ferious 

point of view; and I begin to think, that 

it would be better to dance on any othe,r 

day than when you have con1pleLed your 

· tenth year. 
EM J LY. 

Do you alf o begin to think, that ,ve 

!ha~l be too bufy to find time hanging 

heavilv on Ol~r ha,nds ? 
J 

MOTHER. 

Indeed I do. To retleEt ever fo f1ightly 

on the paft, would take up a long day, 

without carrying our refearches into the 

future, the uncertainty of which cannot 

-be reflected on without anxiety. 
E M IL y . \ 

In that cafe, if we have not done du­

ring the day, we can converfe from. 
Ee 2 
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our beds; for, thank f-Ieaven, mine is no 
longer in the fron,tiers, b~1t in your own 
bed-chamber. Do you not call that 
taking poif effion ?.-

MOTHER. 
It is called in public right, a down.t" ~ 

right uforpation, performed partly by 
Hratagern, ... and p~rtlv by violence, as 
moft wars are begun. 

1 

Had i:: not been 
for my tenderneis, or rather my weak­
nefs, I ihould have defended my bed­
chamber fro1n your invafion, as you have 
now converted it into a dorrnitory. Your 
bed was very well iituated in the clofet~ 
and by leaving the door open) our con1-
munication was never interrupted. 

EM i LY .. 
But, Mamma, it was enough to make 

one hoarfe when we were both in bed. 
It was not at all good for your health. 

MOTHER. 
For two perfons who are never fepa­

rated, from n1orning till evening, . we· 
might have kept filence when we retired 
to rerr. 
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EMILY. 

To be fure; but when one has any 
thing in one's 1nind, or in one's heart, what 

can one do ? It is often a trifle ; a little 
crumb; hut it is rho£e little crumbs th~t 

we muft not fuffer to accumulate till the 

.next day. 
MOTHER . 

I remark, that your ftock of crumbs are 
exhauftlefs in an evening. 

E M I LY. 

Nay, my drar Mamma, 1s 1t not very 
pleafant to chat fro1n our beds in that 
rn::i.nner, , at two paces difi:aat, till the 

d · ft-n1an takes poifeffion of one's eyes ? 

MOTHER. 

Tha.t is rather a low expreilion for a 

perfon who boa{h of having ihidied 1ny-

l 1 . 
l 10iogy. 

EMILY. 

True ; I ought to have .faid JV!orpbeus. 

MOTHER. 

Be it as it will, I fee, that on account 

of the celebration of to-morrow, I can- . 

no t politely turn you out eith~r to--day or 

to-n1orrow. 
E e 3 
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EMILY. 
Or the day after; or ever. 

Mo TH ER. 
I pleafe myfelf with prefaging the re­

f ult of the examination you purpofe 
making, whether it will make you gay 
or melancholy, filent or loquacious. 

EM I LY. 
I can fay nothing to that. That is in­

deed, my dear Ma1nma, a very puzzling 
queftion. 

MOTHER. 
I do not think fo. If you be con­

tented with the n1anner in which thefe 
ten years have been fpent, the anfwet 
to my queftion will be made ; and to be 
able fo to do with precifion, you have 
only -to afk yourfelf, whether you would 
begin them again, to fpend them in the 
fan1e manner, and on the fame conditions. 

EMILY. 
Moft certainly I would not. 

MoTHE"R. 

You f peak decifively. So then you 
.are diffatisfied with your lot; and, confe­
quently, with the education you have re-:­
ceived. 
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EMILY. 

Not fo, my dear Mam1na. One rnay 
have been very happy for a day; yet is 
it therefore abfolutely neceffary to wiili 
to fpend it over again ? May one not be 
a little impatient for another ftill more 
happy day ? I think it n1uft be delight...i 
ful to be fifteen years old. 

MOTHER. 

And when you --are fifteen you will 
wiih to be eighteen. 

EMILY. 

That may be ; but no further. 

MOTHER. 

Who can anfwer for that ?---I had, 
forgotten your hafte to · leap over a year, 
to arrive at a period that lefs -i1npatient 
perfons quietly wait for; becaufe they 
know it will not ·efcape them, and that, 
in their way toward· it, they :!hall not fail 
finding . both i1nportant and agreeable 
occupations. 

EMILY. 

Indeed we are not quite of the fam.e 
opinion upon that matter . 

. MOTHER. , 

For my part, _I look upon the period 
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of my childhood as the happjeil: of my 
life, except that not having been warned 
of it, ~ knew not my happinefs till it 
had vamfhed. 

EMILY. 

You have often told me the fame 
thing will happen to me, and that expe­
rience will undeceive me - refpecbng 
many things; when it does, I ihall furely 
·telJ you of it. 

MOTHER. 

If I ihould be then alive, or to yollr 
children, who will believe you as nrnch 
as you do m~; but, abftraB:ed fro1n that 
irnpatience, and confining yourfelf only 
t<? the remembrance of the pare, it will 
be eafy for you to know, whether yon 
would choofe to begin thern again on th ., 
fame condition . 

. EMILY. 

Why then yes, and no, n1y dear Main­
ma; it may, be. Do you mean that I 
{hould begin them exaB:ly in the fame-
111anner, without any excep ion whateyer ? · 

1\10 THE R. 

Without the kaft; or it would be no 
sueftion. You n1uft be fenGble, no 
one would hefitate to be.gin again, pro­
vided they could retrench every incon -
venience attending theii· fi1·uation ; and 
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keep all that was agreeable or advan­
tageous ; unhappily ~one can make the 
d10ice. 

E l\I IL y. 
1 Tor that of becrinnin°· over a00-arn. b b 

MOTHER. 
"'rue; it is only a fuppofition we make • 

. EMILY. 
J t~fl: as you pleafe, Mamma. I know 

not liow to determine. 
1\1 0 THE R. 

\Vhy not? 
EM r LY. 

I wonder at your afking the queftion ? 
D o you not think I have, in the courfe of 
te n years, been guilty of a great 1nany 
faults.; and that I have end:..1·rtd, 3.S I de-. 
ferved, a great deal of vexation ? How 
then, my dear Mamma) could I have 
the courage to comm-it the fame faults 
again? 

MOTHER. 
That is, I ailow, a difficulty I ought to 

have thought of. 
EMILY. 

Then have I not known great uneafi­
nefs ? Three times I have been threat­
ned with the misfortune of lofing you .. 
If you be preferved to me, it is by a mi-
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raculm.1s Providence ; would it be pru­

dent to expofe onefelf to the fa1ne rifks? 

MoTHER. 

You were too young to perceive the 

ri:fk the two firfl: times. 

EMILY. 

I a{k your pardon. It is true I was 
but fix years old when they obliged me 
to go through your bed-chamber on tip­
toe every evening, without coming near 

your bed; I £hall never forget it. They 
told me, it was neceffary I iliould do fo, 

that you might fee I was in good health; 

but as you never made the fmalleft fign 

for me to ftop, I thought your children 

were becon1e indiffere~t to you .. . 

MOTHER. 

You have fince learned the cuufe of 

that involuntary indifference. 

EMILY. 

Indeed I have known it a long 

time, and it makes n1e fhudder when­

ever I think of it ; but I had not then 

the leaft idea of the danger of being 

ill ; I thought being ill was nothing 

more than having a pain in the ftomach; 

yet the difmal appearance of '01..1r root 1 
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that was as dark as poor Mrs. Baruel's 
hovel ; the melancholy confternation in 
which every body was, the anxiety with 
which they whifpered to each other, al­
together, th~ugh it did not afflict 1ne, 
yet caufed in me a terror for which I 
could not account. 

, MOTHER. 
Well, all that is now over, and we 

rnay as well for get it, at le aft for to-day. 
EMILY. 

You mean I fhould again begin my 
life ; and that nece.ffaril y brings the paft 
to one's mind. 

MOTHER. 

It was not my defign to -fix your at­
tention on painful remembrances. It 

, will not give our tete-a-tete a very lively 
· turn to-1norrow. 

EMIL Y. 

No. On one fide, the re1nembrance 
of our faults; and on the other, of the 
dangers, is enough to make the day 
very difrnal. 1 

MOTH E R. 

I only wanted you to throw a glance 
on the paft; and I flattered myfelf, it 
would prefent with more fubjects of joy 
than of affliction ; more n1oments of 



~36 CO N V ER SA T J ·O N S Con. XX. 

fatisfatt:ion than unhappinefs; and really, 
whenever I look back, I fee Emily jump­
ing, laughing, or danci11g; and I can 
fcarcely recollett feeing her cry; whence 
I concluded, your fitft ten years had not 
p.affed very painfully. 

EMILY. 

Well, Mam111a, that is true;, but what 
advantage is there in that ? . Is there 
any rnerit in having pafied the firft ten 
years in juLnping, and running about, 
and making a noife ? 

MOTHER. 

To be fore; and if you provoke me, 
I will reproach you for not having made 
enough. You kn0w my prejudice a­
o-ainft too qui·et children ; I a1n a1ways 
rempted to think their traRquillity pro- -
ceeds from a defett in their health---

E MIL Y. . 

E ither of body or mind, I know that; 
but you 1nuft grant, the time I have 

- fpent with my doll is loft time . 

MOTHER: 

I ih2ll' not allow that neither, fin ce I 
a111 in a humour to contradict you. The 
manner in which that lady's houfe was 
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managed,. the place you he1d in her 
fervice, obliged you to learn many par­
ticulars, . either of her toilet, or her 
houfe-keeping, very proper to be known; 
not to mention that her fervice has made 
you ikilful in many kinds of works 
Therefore, if you ihould indulge the 
_whim of remaining in her fervice, even 
after the tw0 luftres are accornplifhed, as 
I am in hopes the f erio1.JS hmnour you 
are now in will not- laft, you will 1neet 
with no oppofition on my part. 

. E', MIL Y. 

Well, my dear Mamma, if you be 
but fatisfied with my ten years, well and 
good ; I well may, and I ought to be fo. 

MOTHER. 

I do not mean to fay, that all ha 
been as well as it could be, or that it 
might not have been better; but I would 
not have you, my child, judge with too 
great feverity; for then you muft ex­
an1ine the condutl: of the n1other with 
the fame rigour, and I ihould not find 
1ny account in that. 

EMILY. 

Well; that is droll ! You perhaps 
n1ay reproach yourfelf for fome faults? 

VoL, II. F f 
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MoT HER. 

More than I fuould choofe ; with this 
difference; that you may turn your eyes 
from your own faults, which is the heft 
you can do when they are of no great 
confequence; but I find mine of fo ferious 
a nature, as to ,,,require a fixed and con­
tinual attention to them needful. - Me­
thinks I would willingly facrifice half my 
future days, to begin your education a­
gain, f uppofing it poffible to avoid them. 

EMILY. 

What you fay f eems to be very ferious 
indeed, unlefs you be in jeil:. Pray tell 
me what are the faults you would redeem 
at f o dear a price ? 

MOTHER. 

To-morrow we will make the review ; 
after yours mine will naturally follow ; 
but in my eyes, the hope of repairing one 
of them, would be worth the facrifice to 
which I am refigned. 

£ M 1 L Y . 

W hat then is the fa ult ? 

MOTHER. 

The injury which my ill health has. 
been to -you. 
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- EMILY. 

You are right, my dear Mamma; your 
children would have no more uneafipefs, 
if you enjoyed a better health. 

MOTHER. 

It is not abfolutely to fpare your un­
eafinefs, that I defire to have better 
health ; but if you knew lrow much my 
infirmities have deranged my plan ; how. 
much my feeble confritution has thwarted 
my principles! 

EMILY. 

I never perceived it. 

MOTHER. 

_For inftance, you are not unacquainted 
what i1nportance I annexed, efpecially in 
early childhood, to bodily exercifes, or 
rather to the exercife and habitual mo­
tions fo effentially neceffary to unfold 
the phyfical powers. 

EMILY. 

Then I have not run or jumped enough, 
I have not fatigued myfelf, nor tormented 
you enough, in your opinion ? 

MOTHER. 

, Certainly .not. In the country you ta}{e· 
Ff 2 
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pretty good exercife ; but in town, you 
know what trouble I have to induce 
you to take any. 

EMILY. 
There is nothing f o ti ref ome as to 

parade up and down a walk without _you. 
MOTHER. 

You fee then, that my ill health ferves 
you, either as a reafon or pretence ; 
and that I am not to blame to look upon 
it as very injurious to your education. I 
reproach rnyfelf every time I fee you 
difpofed to be indolent, either in a 
moral or phyfical fenfe. 

EMILY. 
But., Mamma, you then reproach _your­

felf for my faults., not for your own. 
MOTHER, 

In that cafe, it depends on you to 
fpare me thofe [elf-reproaches. 

EMILY. 
I allow, that when you are ill, I have 

not the heart to do any thing. 

MOTHER. 
But what one is not inclined to do, . 

may be performed by an effort of reafon, 
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when we know the neceffity of it; and it 
is in what the force of the mind confifts. 

EMILY. 

You cannot think, Mamma, how dif-
1nal it is to walk without having you to 
chat with. 

MOTHER. 

You bring to my mind another of my 
faults; which is, having fuffered you to 
acquire· too great a tafte for conver­
fation. 

EMILY. 

How! do~ you reproach yourfelf for 
our converfations ? 

MOTHER. 

I fear they have contributed to a habit 
of reflection and fedatenefs, inconfiftent 
with your years, and confequently ob­
_ftructed the important defign of framing 
.a good conftitution. 

EMILY • . 

What, Mam.ma ! Were you to begin 
again, would you deprive me of the plea-: 
fure of chattering with you ? 

MOTHER. 

I would· at leaft never talk with you 
when fitting. With this fundamental 
law, we 1night renew the fchool , of the 
Peripatetics. 

F f 3 
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EMILY. 

What is that you fay ? There is a 
word longer, and perhaps 1nore tedious, 
than the longeft walk without you. 

MOTHER. 

It was the cuftom of thofe gentlemen 
never to converfe on philofophy together, 
but when walking in the Lyceum, which 
was the 'I'uileries of Athens; and we ought 
to have imitated fo illuftrious an ex­
ample. 

'EMIL v. 
· I have already forgotten how you call 
them._ 

MOTHER. 

Peripatetics, that is, w_alkers. 

EMILY. 

Pe-ri-pa-te-:tics, and cannot you excufe 
ene of thofe fyllables ? 

MOTHER. 

Not one that I know of. 

EMILY. 

Then I will add two more to th~m, 
for we are at leaft De-mi-peripatetics; 
half our converfations have been during 
our walks. 
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MOTHER. 

I a1n therefore lefs culpable than I 
thought. 

EMILY. 

Pray let me know your other capital 
faults. Perhaps we may alfo extenuate 
them. 

MOTHER. 

You know every thing is connected in 
this world. When one thing is well and 
wifely ordered, all its inferior parts are 
commonly as many advantages attending 
it. In the fame manner, one fault is 
f eldom unaccompanied, it fpreads out in 
a number of branches; that is to fay, it 
draws on a train of other faults. 

EM I LY 

Do you fay that to preface 1ne for a 
long train of them ? 

MoT HER. _ 

A judicious cenfor would doubtlefs re­
proach me, for having fuffered you, at a 
tender age, to employ yourfelf, either in 
reading, or the needle-works proper for 
your fex ; to have even wifhed you to 
poffefs a tafte for them, for having at 
leafr remarked it with pleafure, as fear­
ing, that being put in practice too late> 
you would rernain ignorant or unfkilful. 
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£ M fL Y. 

Are thefe your crimes ? 

Mo THE R. 

I fear he would add, Your daughter 
will embroider very well, work delight­
fully, in the opinion of your waiting­
women, whofe approbation will ftamp 
her reputation with immortality; but 
would you be very well pleafed to fee 
this early tafte for a fedentary life in­
creafing from year to year, if it render her 
indolent both in body and mind, or if it 
fhould materially injure her health ? 

EMILY. 

Then you would be reproached for 
the pleafure of doing it only. I am very 
well, thank Heaven ; I know not what 
illnefs is. 

Mo THE R. 

My affection is not fatisfied even with 
that. I would have you poffefs a con­
ftitution of iron. 

EMILY. 

I wifu your health were as good as 
mine! 

MOTHER. 

It w0uld, no doubt, have been very 
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good, had not a miftaken tendernefs de­
prived me of every mean of ftrengthen­
ing it.---So then, you imagine my cen­
f or would ftop there. If he defire great 
attention fhould be paid to the phyfical 
powers of a child in its infancy, in re­
turn, he would not have the moral ones · 
exercifed during that period., left they 
fhould be diftorted by any miftake i!1 

- their education, or by a too hafty culti­
vation, forced to a pre1nature and fu­
perficial growth; as formerly children 
were lamed by being fwathed, or, as an 
unfkilful gardener ruins a good tree, 
that he may gather the fruit at an early 
period. -

EMILY. 
Methinks your cenfor would, and would 

not, have many things. 

MOTHER. 
He, above all, made me unhappy by 

one remark. Finding yourfelf unable, 
faid he, notwithftanding all your efforts, 
to defcend to the level of a child's ca­
pacity, do you not frequently raife it to 
your own, without perceiving it; and does 
not this method, though involuntary on 
your part, make you, contrary to your 
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intentions, force in a hot-bed, a plant 

which ought to receive its maturity by 

time, and by the · benign and imper­

ceptible influence of Heaven. 
EMILY. 

Mamma, your cenfor is a dotard,. who 

would fpoil our tete-a-Jete to-morrow, if 
we were to permit him to exercife his 

morality ; but we will fend him to retail 

his maxims in a fchool. 
MOTHER. 

You place him in a better fituation 

than you would wifh perhaps. No fooner 

will he have formed a fchool after his 

own principle) than I fuould be eafed of 

a heavy burden, and Emily would be the 

firft to experience the numberlefs ad­

vantages of fo de.Grable an inftitution. 
EM r LY. 

Oh! there we ·are again! I have at 

my fingers' enqs all you are going to fay 

about the advantages which a public edu­

cation has over a private or domeftic one ; 

but you know alfo, my dear Mamma, that 

on this head, I fuall never be of your 

opinion. 
MOTHER. 

I thought you might have changed 

your fentiment fince you have boafted to 
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me of the great utility of the extracts 
from Plutarch. 

EMILY. 

What have thofe extracts to do with 
public education? 

MOTHER. 
It is there often extolled. 

EMILY. 
Perhaps it was right at that time; but 

now I am right, I am f ure-. 

MOTHER. 
Then you muft have remarked, that 

one of the greateft advantages of-repub­
lican government, is the immediate in­
fluence it has over individuals, that it 
animates the general mafs in every part ; 
it gives life and activity, and confe­
quently, makes known to each perfon his 
own worth, which, perhaps, in another 
form of govermnent, he would have been 
unconfcious of; it, at the fame tiine, in­
f pi~es public fpirit, which, by a free pro­
feffion of the fa1ne ·principles, unites all 
thefe different powers, and renders thern 
ufeful in one coinmon centre for the 
general good. Public fchools, inftituted 
upon good plans, are fimilar to this re-
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publican government, and procure their 

pupils the fame advantages. The gene­

ral mafs is cmnpofed of children. The 

inftitution tends to inform each of his 

own value, and to increafe it. Their 

union, teaches them to refpect the fun­

damental rights of general fociety. 

Merit and talents, or rather the hope 

that fore-runs and convinces the1n, affigns 

to ~ach his pl_ace. J uftice t~ere decides 
->fingly and uniformly, without refpect to 

perfons. Example, experience, and ne­

ceffity are the . preceptors who teach, or 

rather the mafters . who command. They 

converfe not, they. open not their mouths, 

they are filent, but they engrave their 

pr~nciples on the heart in indelible cha-­

ratters, infteaµ of inconfiftently crowding 

them ,on the 1ne1nory. 

EMILY. 

I would have avoided praifing the ex­

tracts from. Plutarch, if I had forefeen 

the ufe you would have made of them a­
gainft n1e. And will you perfuade , me, 

that in public fchools they know · better 

than you do, how to defcend to the kvel 

of children ? 
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MOTHER. 

WitRout doubt, my love. My cen­
for pretends, that a gardener, who has 
but one plant to take care of, runs 
a a-reat riik of killing it by kindnefs, 
by 

O 

extreme attention, and cultivation ; 
w,hereas, if he were obliged to divide 
his cares amongft a certain number of 
different plants, he is effectually f creen­
ed from that inconvenience, and is hap­
pily confined to beftow only on each 
plant fuch a portion of _his cares as may 
be ufeful to it. 

EMILY. 

Dear me, Mamn1a ! How troublefon1e 
your cenf or and his gardener are ! The 
gentleman probably takes me for a let­
tuce; that is, he fup ofes I only came 
into the w0rld to vegetate. 

MOTHER. 

Would you have him talk without a 
n1·etaphor? Between you and me, I am 
the frrongeft, aod by a natural effort of 
1ny ftrength, it happens probably; that I 
every moment raife you to 1ne, inftead 
of defcending to you ; but if I had 
twenty children around me, it would be 
quite otherwife ; by drawing 1ne on all 
fides toward them, they would obliae me 

Vo1. II. · G g 
0 
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to remain on a level with themfelves: 
and to raife them infenfibly to a higher 
level, they would teach me many ways, 
with which I am unacquainted. 

EMILY. 
I fee, Mamma, I have made a lucky 

ekape, that I am not ~mong twenty 
little brats at a diftance frmn you. 

MOTHER. 
After much hefitation, I own, I have 

preferred the inconveniences attending a 
private education, · moft commonly me­
lancholy, formal, and unconnected, to a 
public one which I could neither approve 
nor amend. · 

EMILY. 
Or you would not have wanted refo­

lution to have driven 1ne out of you r 
houfe. 

MOTHER. 
I hope, my love, I fuould not. 

EMILY. 
Ohl you do not love 1ne as I love 

you t This is a vexatious dif covery on 
fi ch a day as this. 
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MOTHER. 
I think on the contrary, that I never 

could have given you a rnore conv· nc ­
ing proof of n1y affection, than in rnak­
ing the painful effort of removing you 
from me for your good, and of depriving 
you, for a time, of the too conflant 
fupport of maternal tendernefa, which 
is not without dangers, and which · e 
ought perhaps to reckon among the in­
conveniences of private education. 

EMILY. 
Oh! how can you think fo? If you 

would fee me die, you have only to fol­
low that plan. 

MOTHER. 
You now cut the knot of the piece 

by a cataftrophe. 
EMILY. 

Happily ! happily l there is no dan­
ger l there is no public education which 
you approve. 

MOTHER .. 
Here again it is needful to be on our 

guard againft the illufion of affection. 
Perhaps I have exaggerated the imper­
fections of our public education, only to 
fiarniih 1ny tendernefs with a plaufib 1 e 
pretence to ·keep you with 1ne, notwith:-

G g 2 
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fta_nding my juft difapprobation of a 
pnvate one. 

EMILY. 

No, . no, you are not fond of exagge­
-rations. I am fure you think rightly on 
this f ubjeB:) as well as every other. 

,, 
MOTHER. 

Grant, however, fince we have pre­
ferred private education, that we ought 
to pay ftriB: attention to its · imperfec­
tiqns, to preferve us from them, or avoid 
them if we had the misfortune to fall 
into them. 

EMILY. 

Now indeed, you talk to the purpofe, 
Mamma. We may e1nploy one part of 
to-morrow in this occupation ; and it 
will not be time thrown away. 

MOTHER. 

Since we have made ourfelves mutu­
ally refponfible for the fuccefs of your 
education, it is very eifential to guard 
againft every reproad~, and every n)if-

, fortune. 
EMILY. 

You once told me, and I now, in 
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good tin1e recollect it, .that we ought to 
accuftom ourfelves to account clearly for 
the motives of all our actions ; that it is 
of the ut1noft in1portance not to deceive 
ourfelves on this head, and not to mif­
take for prudence, the inclination we find 
in ourf elves toward one thing rather 
than another ; that we ought to make an 
examination, not only before, but after 
having acted; and that he who is never 
deceived in the real motives of his 
aB:ions, is far advanced in the road to 
happinefs and wifdom. 

MOTHER. 

With fuch a 1nethod, we may hope to 

remedy our paft errors, and to fupply 
their places by fure and fo1id principles ; 
to efface even the remembrance of them, 
and in future, to refleB: on every un­
taking. 

EMILY. 

For inftance, that of never quitting 
each other. 

MOTHER. 

That may be called the firft !ketch of 
either a good or bad education. In the 
mean time, the firft chapter of the plan 
fays, we muft think of going to-bed, and 
ileeping; fecondly, for to render this 
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fketch perfect, the head ought to be cool 
and clear. 

EMILY. 
And when I fuall be in bed, we will 

converfe no more for this day. That 
will give me time to recollect myfelf a 
little, and to prepare for fa ferious an 
employment, will it not? To-morrow 
I ihall begin by writing to my Papa and 
1ny brothers, after which, we will employ 
the day in our plan. 

MOTHER. 
Thofe are two n1ore chapters which I 

i11all willingly adopt. Go, my love; I 
hope we ihall be as well fatisfied with to­
morrow as with this evening. 

EM I LY 

( Kneeling at her mother's feet.) 
Embrace then, and blefs your child, 

my deareft Mamrria, that fne may finiih 
her ten years with your bleffing; and 
that it may accompany her from year to 
year. I will inform my Papa, that you 
likewife have given me a bleffing for 
hi1n. 

MOTHER 
( Laying her hand on her child' s bead.) 
Receive, by beloved child, the blef­

fing of your father and mother. You, 
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who are fo often the objeB: of their 
cares, and their anxieties, may you be 
alfo the · conftant object of their joy 
and fatisfaB:ion, as you are of their 
folicitude and prayers. 

T HE END. 
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