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INTRODUCTION. 

T HE following pages exprefs the pious 

and humane attentjon of the Gover

nors of the ]vfarine Socuty. The fame re

g.ard has been £hewn to their object from 

the commencement of the infi:itution in 

June r 7 56, to this day. Though often 

ftruggling with the difficulty of engaging 

mafters in· fufficient numbers, or to pro

cure boys in numbers to anf wer the de

nund; and oftentimes to provide 111oney 
. . 

adequate to the charge, the Society ftands 

as on a rock: and it may be hoped the ju

dicious zeal of the Governors, with their 

1 ittle fund, and their local and political efta

blifl1ments, will enable thern to continue 

their labours as long as war and mifery, 

co1nmerce and vice, ihall render it necef

fary and ufeful to the community. 

This tract now comprifes a f ummary 

of moral and Ch1·iflz'an duties. If it fhoul d, 

in any place, appear above the capacity of 

B fuch 



[ ii J 
fuch poor boys as are t~e objects of this 

inftitution, let it be remembered, that po

verty fometimes quickens the comprehen

fion ; and if a book is not abf urdly refin

ed, the mind will rife to the fentiments it 

contains ; and the force of them need not 

be broken. And while the poor boy is 

gently inftruB:ed and admoniihed, and led 

into a fenfe of _his duty, as a man, and a 

Chrijlian, the intelligent reader may re_ceive 

fatisfaftion, with regard both to the defign 

and the execution. 

It is a very interefting duty, to convey 

to fuch as have not -enjoyed the 1neans of 

religious inftruB:ion, f uch a fenfe of moral 

and religious obligations as may teach them 

what they owe to God, their neighbour, 

and themfel ves. 

Landmen volunteers, who enter to ferve at 

fea in time of war, are alfo objeB:s of this 

fociety: thefe enjoy the benefit which may 

be -derived from this prod uB:ion, diffuGng 

That fenfe of religion, which is fo very 

much wanted among the common people. 

This pamphlet being fold at the ihops, 

will likewife ferve as a detail of the prin

ciples, on which the Mahne Society acts ; 
while 
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while it fpreads the influence o_f falutary 
admonition, to every c1afs, into whofe hands 
it !hall falJ, particularly thofe who are 
engaged in a fea life. 

Our corrupt ftate, with our grofs devi
ations from mor?l rectitude, joined to our 
inf u]ar fituation, and the jealoufy and 
treachery of our enemies, render attention 
to fea-faring people, a very important 
btanch of our political reconomy. 

The Society prefixes this little tract to 
a judicious abridgment of the Sacred 
Writings, which is a fmall 12mo: both 
being bound to'gether, conftitute a con1-
plete Monitor and 'l'rufly Companion, for _th~ 
boys. Spelling books are alfo given to 
f uch of them as defire to learn to read. 

No boy can be fent, to ferve on board 
any of the King's fhips at a venture : they 
n1nft be firft reqnefled by fuch commiffion 
or warrant officers, as by the naval regula
tions have a right to one or more fervants ; 
confequently the boys are often obliged to 
wait at the office. 

Mafters' of ih.i'ps in the merchants fer 
vice alfo frequently applying for appren 
tices, by one 1nean-s or other every poor,. 

R 2. and-



[ 
. 
lV ] 

and every di.ftrejfed boy, who folicits e1n
ployment at fra, being of age, health, 
ftrength, and ftature, fit for that element, 
is provided for, to the utmofi: ability of 
the Society. 

J. I-I. 

MY 
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L E s, 
C A tr T 1 o N s, and R E G u L AT I o N s. 

Mv GOOD .LADS, 

r. youR intention, I prefume, in wait-
ing at this Office, is of no lers i1n

portance to you than to try to get into 
bread; and be thus enabled, under the pro
vidence of God, to provide for your lives, 
and confeqnently for your happinefs. 

2. You are to underftand, that only 
thofe of an age, growth, and health proper 
for the fea, willing and defirous to go, are. 
permitted to attend here. 

3. It is alfo nece.ffary you fhould know,. 
that thofe who attend here 1nuft keep peace 
and good order. Read, and hear others read:. 
be attentive to inH:ruction, and there will be 
no danger of your becoming troublefome 
to us, or to yourfelves. This will be a. 
proof of your good fenfe and man1inefs .. 

4. Thofe who can read the beft., fhould: 
give proof that they can do fo; and being 
fo fortunate-, they will fhew their good na
ture in affifring fuch other boys as have wit 

- enough to wifh to learn.. It is a misfortune 
B 3 not 
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not to have been taught to read; but it is a 
fault to neglect any opportunity of learning. 

5. Learn fomething, be it ever fo little, 
that you may make the days of your at
tendance here profitable. It is an honour 
to thofe '\V ho can read ; and an act of 
kindnefs to affift others who cannot. If at 
the fame time you all learn the glorious 
1-e!fons which this little book contains, you 
will act like men and Chriftians, gainjng 
credit by ihewing your friendfhip and 
.good affecrions, and proving that you have 
courage and refolution fit for a fea life. 

6. If by fuch an act of kindnefs, the boy 
who reads, will' prevent loud play and noife, 
which are by no means proper in this place: 
he will do a work worthy of praif~. 

7. There are many bad Chriftians who 
can, and many good ones who cannot read; 
but every Chriflian, as fuch, fhould learn 
to read. 

8. The Society, for the fame reafon, 
gives Spelling Books to f uch boys as appear 
really defirous to learn. 3hips at fea ir 
fine weather, or in harbour, often afford 
leifure ~ and for the reafon that idlenefs 
1s the root of all evil, it is always right to 

ha ·e 
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have fomething good to do: and happy 
might it be, if all mafters of boys were of 
this opinion, and would practife what they 
know, in regard to boys. 

9. Thofe who go on board the King's 
·fhips foon learn what is meant by difcipline, 
which is one of the beft things in the 
world, whether by fea or land. It is the 
foul of war, and the heart and comfort of 
peace. Good order and regularity is the 
higheft merit in the failor or foldier ; the 
glory of commanders; and eifential to the 

happinefs of a fhip's crew. It is remark
able, that only fuch officer~ as maintain 
good order and difcipljne are truly beloved 
and honoured. The fore-maft-man is made 
of the fame ftuff as his officer; and hi-s 
,reafon dictates to him as clearly, that fron1 
th_e: .~ moment difcipline ceafes, confufion 
takes place ; and he is as f ubjecr to fuffer 
from confufio.n, or the want of a true 
command, as his officer : for, indeed, how 
can the duties. of humanity, or religion., be 
exercifed without order ? 

-10. Now, my good lads, you underfiand
ing this as well as I do, you will not '.need 
entreaty> much lefs any feverity, to be 

keJ?t 
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:kept quiet. If you a-ttempt to turn the 
houie out of window, we muft turn you 
out of doors.-! will now explain things 
to you. 

11. You underfland that we can provide 
for boys only as officers and. mafters have 
occafion. We invite them to write to us 
when they want fervants, or to come in 
perfon to fee you. In the King's Ships, 
they aliovv of only four boys to an hundred 
men : happy the boy who is one of the 
fo ur! 

12. Parents or friends, gentry, or com
n1onalty, who apprehend that any kind of 
boys, little or gre3t, fi ckly or healthy, are 
fit for the fea, are grof1y mifraktn. A poy 
fuould not be under th ir tee n years of age,_ 
nor lefs in CT:atnre than four feet three inches ; 
the H:outer he is, the better. 

13. Boys muft be found, wind and limb. 
- If any of you have any diforder that 
may be removed, in a fhort time, our kind
nefs for yon is fuch, that we endeavour, by 
means of our furgeon and apothecary, to 
obtain a cure for you. 

14. 'f he Society fends no boy to fea, 
b ut fuch 2.s promifes fair to n1ake a ftout 

5 or 
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or active man, and fit to manage a great 
gun ; others fhould keep at home, and 

follow fuch trades and occupations as is 
fuited to their ftrength and inclinations. 

15. He who intends to be a feaman, 

and is not courageous, does not know what 

he js about. True Britifh feamen have 

hearts not to be conquered. 
16. You fee that many who come here 

are in great want, half naked, or in filth 
and rags, without knowing where to get 
a morfel of bread. Their hard fortune 
does not render them lefs our children ; 
we have not the lefs regard for them; but 
when they have no other friends, they ftand 
fo mu<;h the more in need of us, and we are 
truly and heartily the 111ore inclined to be
friend the1n. 

r 7. You are all brave volunteers, free 
to enter or not. But when you are engaged 
to ferve the King, or the 1\!Ierchants, you 
n1uft do your duty : you are not free to 
run away, like thieves or fcoundrels, or 
fools who do not know what they would 
be at. If any of you do not mean honeftly 

and fairly, as we do, wi!bing to be the 
infcruments of making your fortunes, you 

had 
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had better, at once, go about your bufinefs, 
and not do harm to good boys, either by 
bad example to them, or cheating of us ; 
running the hazard of f winging at Ty
burn, inCT:ead of bravely running up to the 
rnaft-head, or .fighting to defend your coun
try. If any of you do wrong~ they act as 
if they meant to injure honeft poor boys~ 
2nd like an enemy, not a friend ; like 
fcoundrels, and hot true mcn.-

18. We are generally happy enough to 
find mafters for all whq attend here, pro
vided the boys are proper for the fea, ef pe
cially in time of war: it is their bufinefs to 
learn how to value mafters when they get 
them. Every good boy will f erve his 
rnafter fa1thfully : this is but acting an 
hone.ft part, which all men are bound to do 
while they live in the world. If a boy meaus. 
to avoid the gallows, and when he dies not 
to be punifhed everlaftingly, he muft be 
hon ft . 

19, There 1s a number of ~young fcoun~ 
drels about this town, who live, if it may 
be called living, by thieving, but they gene
rally come to the gallows in a fhort time .. 
It is but the other day a boy of fourteen 

year. . 
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years of age was hanged for being con
cerned in breaking into a houfe. If any of 
you fhonld happen to be acquainted with 
a man or boy who is given to thieving, of 
any kind; as your fincere frirnd, I advife 
you to fly from him, as from the devil him
felf, who goes about feeking wh_om he can 
devour; for depend on it, f uch man or boy 
will devour you. If you do not forfake 
him, God will forfake you, and give you 
up to your own heart, inclined as it may 
be to work evil. 

20. In all things be faithful to your 
mafters, and ferve them with a willing mind: 
this is the ·way to have a dear confcience, 
and to conquer, not our enemies only, but 
the devil and all his works. 

2 r. Remember that if you rnn from 

a King's fhip, you are liable to be carried 
on board, and flogged as a defrrter : you 
are fubject: to the Magiftrate· alfo, for run
ning away with the ciot~ing we give you. 

22. If you are placed as apprentices to 

Merchants, Own~rs, or Mafters of Mer
chant Ships, and you leave them clan
tleftine1y, you may be carried before a 

Magiftrate, 
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Magiftrate, and puniilied by imprifonment, 
flogging, and fuch-like. 

23. If at any tin1e there is good reafon 
for a difcharge, whether from the King's, 
or Merchants Ships, proper and regular 
application being made, it may be obtained. 
But firft confider jf there be good reafon to 
defire it, and how you would be the better 
for it, if you were to obtain it. When 
you are in the right, you are fure of finding 
a friend in this Society. -

24. If at any time you ihould be regularly 
difcharged, you muft afk for a certificate 
from your Captain of fuch difcharge, that yon 
n1ay appear at this Office with credit, other
wife you will be deemed a deferter. 

25. Knowing well for what purpofe you 
affemble here, and wifhing to get employ
ment at fea, that you may get your bread 
as mariners, like honeft and brave boys, 
confider that this is good for you ; good 
for your parents and friends ; and good for 
us all. You certainly judge very wifely, 
but you ihould know your own minds 
before you come here. 

26. ·,✓ ;; :~nout Jeamen, landmen wo~1ld 
mak~ Lut a poor kind of figure.-And 

. you 
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you are fenfible, that the fame God who 
governs the land, governs the fea alf o ; and 
that his good Providence prefer·ves us all I 

2 7. We are a nation of failor s and hujband-
111,en: all other employ1nents depend on thefe 
two. By fhips we carry away fuch part of 
the produ~e of our land, labour, and inge
nuity, as ·we find over and above what we 
want for our own ufe., and the fupply of 
our own wants •; .and, in return, we bring 
home riches -from other parts of the world. 

28... By fea we fight our enemies, when 
they attempt to rob us of our trade, and 
enflave us alfo, as aB:ually happened in days 
of yore, when we were lefs capable of de
fence. But at this, and all other times, we 
muft keep a good look-out, or we fhall have 
nothing worth looking-out for. 

29. You _ know that the clothing given 
to you by the good Lords and G.entleme11 
of this Society, is with a view to preferve · 
your health, make you clean, and com
fortable to yourfelves ; and provide fuch 

-:employment for you, as will do good to 
yourfelves, and others ; preventing at the 
fam~ time your falling into bad company, 
~,nd confequently faving fuch as are in dan-

C o-er b 
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ger of forfeiting .their lives to the laws of 
our country. Idlenefs is the root of all evil; 
the induftrious only, eat the bread of fweet 
peace and cordial contentment. 

1NFORMATION to Bovs in the K1No's 
SH IP S. 

I. We deal fairly and above- board : 
i _will tell you, what can be no fecret to 
every boy of good underftanding, namely, 
that good treatment from the mafter he 
ferves, 1nuft depend on his own good be
haviour. If he loves, honours, and obeys 
his mafter, his mafler will be good, kind, 
,and affectionate to him. 

2. You naturally wiih to know what 
you may expect in the King's Ships : 

1. An allowance of provifions, the 
fame as to a man. 

2. Your n1a!lers muft find you in 
,clothes. By t11e Navy Rules, they are 
-to fpend at leafl forty (hi/lings on you 
for clothing, every year, or give each 
of you forty Jhi.llings a year, and find 
yourfel ves ; but this cannot be fo pro
p.erly done by you, as by them. Your 
mafters., therefore, will keep you 

3 clothed, 
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clothed, and the cleaner you keep 
yourfelves, the more careyou will de-
ferve, and receive of them. 

3. If you mind your hits, al).d learn 
your duty, as flamen; and by the 
help of good beef and pudding, pork 
and peafe, increafe in growth ; you 
will probably be rated ordinary at the 
age of eighteen years. This is the age 
when the King, in time of war, re
quires the fervice of apprentices, who 
are bred to the fea, in the Merchants ; 
frrvice. 

4. In cafe of war, you !hare in com- · 
mon with the men, whatever is taken 
from the enemy; the King being gra
ciouQy pleafed to give up the captures 
to the fhips crew. 

3. Let rne caution you, to take care not 
t<;> ventur~ into the water to bathe, where 
there are tides. The ebb or flow 1nay 
eafily furprize yot1, even though you fhould 
be able to fwim. I have known heed
lefs boys fornetimes 1-ofe their lives wan
tonly. 

4. You will learn to tread a fhjp's 
deck ; and take care in getting up her 

C z fides :. 
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!ides: and in general exert yourfelves in 
learning all the duties of good feamen, this:. 
being the intention of your going to fea. 

INSTRUCTIONS for 0BEDIEN.cE, CLEANLI-

N Es s, and IN nus TRY. 

I. AT r ·E ND to !hefe inftruB:ions, 
rny boys, for they are well confidered. If you 
were all fons to the Governors, they could 
not give you advice in kinder words. 

2. Solo1non, the fon of David, God's 
c:hofen fervant, himfelf being a 1nan of the 
g:-eateft wifdom, tells us, 

"' That poverty and ihame fhall be to 
him that refufeth inflruflion.-But, he that 
regardeth reproof, ihall be honoured." To 
be honoured is an expreffion of great worth 
and efteem among men ; and what is here 
faid, is certainly as true, and as much to 

_be depended upon now, as it was two 
thoufand years ago. If you attend dili
gently to what you find in thefe pages,. 
you wi11 be fenfible of it, as all people are, 
who live in earneft with themfelves, and 
feek their own happinefs. 

3· YOU have heard, that it is more eafy 
to give advice than to take it : but it is of 

1nore 
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more importance to our happinefs to receive, 
or take, than to give advice. Your foul is 
as valuable in the fight of God, as That of 
the greateft 1nonarch on the earth : there
fore, I entreat you, as you love your 
own fouls, to fet out hone.ftly. Nothing can 
be more true, with regard to both worlds, 
than that " honefty is the beft policy." 
And if the providence of God jg over all 
his works, as none but Infidels diftrufl:-, the 
me·aneft . amongft you is an object of That 
providence . . 

4. Many of you, who are parentlefs, or · 
whofe parents have neglected you, have 
already met with more difficulties, than you 
will probably encounter at fca. 

5. Every one who ihall be found fit · 
and proper for the ·· fea, may reafonably 
expect, in a ihort time, to be put in a way 
of living ·comfortably. . As the Gentl~men 
of this Society provide . you. with good fea 
clothing, and furniih ·you with good . afte s, , 
it will be your own , fanlts if yon are not : 
able to get your bread like rn·en: you ought 
to confider yourfelves as · fortunate,·, thac 
y,ou ~re fo far p_rovided for. ·. 
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6. You fee that many are in want of 
the neceffari-es of life, whether through the 

careleifnefs of parents, their own perverfe

nefs, or fome other caufe, God only knows; 
but many perifh by living in idlenefs, filthi-
nefs, or wickednefs .. 

7. Learn how to value your advantages;. 
and make a pro.per ufe of them, grateful 

to God the giver of all good things ; grate

ful to your fellow-f ubjecl:s, who have been 

thus m-inclful of you ; and, to your mafters, 
who,_ I hope, will do their duty towards

you; when you are in· their ·hands~ 

8. The truefi: wa.y to: exp refs your gn,.,. 

titude, is to-- be good and virtuous ; that is, 

to be true to-yourfelves, for then you canno~ 

be falfe to- any other perfon : and if you 
a-re tr-ue men; and do not imitate .. knave , 
fools, and faoundrels, you will certainly be 

ref pecl:ed in the world. 

9. Next to virtue is cleanlinefs: a dirty 
fellow and a wBrthlefs wretch, generally 

means the fa1ne · thing-. rfhe cleaner you 

are, the fafter you will grow ; and the 

tighter· you appear, the better clothes you 
will deferve from your mafters, and the 

:more regard they_ will certainly ihew you. 
IP •. A 
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10. A dirty,- ragged boy, wbo may be 
dean and tight if he pleafes, let him be 

where he will, n1uft appear as beggarly and 
i-dle, unworthy of any other regard than to 
exercife the rod. 

r 1. Another good effect of cleanlinefs is 

being fo much the more healthy. The 
wife man tells us : ,,, That as there is no 

joy above the joy of the heart, there are no 
riches above a found body." And experience 
conftantly teaches us, that health is preferved 

by good clean clothing, as, with few excep
tions to. the contrary, cleanlinefs is by virtue: 
On the other fide, difeafe and rags, filthinefs 

and · vice, are as conftant in, their com-, 

panionfhip., 
1,2. Your own common fenfe , will tell 

you, that the quicker you learn the duties 
of a feaman, the better it w,ill_ be for you. 

Therefore attend to what is paffing, and 

enquire ; taking all opportunities ,of learn:-

1ng. 
13. Never be impatient under correflion; 

it will rarely happen to you, when you do, 
not deferve it ; and, if you efcape when 

you do, it certainly ballances the account. 

B_oys are. much oftener hurtJor want of cor-
r.ecl:ion1. 
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rection, than by having too much of itr 
Happy is he whofe mafter abounds in fenfe 
and humanity. 

14. Remember the Wife man's faying: 
" He that being often reproved, hardeneth 
his heart, fhall fudden"ly be deftroyed, and 
that without remedy.:'-Whence you may 
eafily difcover the difference between thofe 
who amend, and thofe who are ob.fiinate, 
under correction. The being deftroyed 
fuddenly, and without remedy, you per
ceive, fignifies, that if correction lofes its 
wholefome effect, it is- like converting our 
food into poifon. 

15. Obferve the truth and force of the 
fame w ·1fe n1an's remark on idlenefs: " As 
vinegar is to the teeth, and fmoke to the. 
eyes, fo is the fauggard to them that fend 
him." Is not this beautifully true ? And . 
muft not he be def pi fed and hated .who is 
not obedient ? Lazy and perverfe boys, 
often turn out worthlefs fellows. 

16. Evil habits grow up with us : if . 
you would live with honour, and die in 
peace, be good while you are young ; and 
when you grow old, your virtue will ftick. . 
by y_ou, as a f ure. friend in all fortunes. 

17, Every 
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17. Every one eats, but thofe who will 
not 'work, often fleal; an·d thejr underftand
ings become fo darkened, they do not dif
cern that thieving muft end in mifery in 
.both worlds. The confcioufnefs of evil 

haunts the perverfe in will ! " The wicked 
flee when no man purfueth, but the righ
teous are bold as a lion." 

18. He that gain:S hone.ft bread, is a good 
fu bject to the King, and ufeful to othen, 
.as well as to hi1nfelf; and as he lives full 
of comfort and hope; fo the man that gains 
difhonefl bread2 being of courfe a thief, and 
at enrnity with mankind, will be treated as 
an enemy, even to imprifon1nent and death. 

19. Thejluggard, of whom Solomonfpeaks, 
is next in rank to a thief: if he finds food, 
it is as we furniih it to an ideot ; with this 
difference, that the jluggard ought to be 
beaten with 1nany ftripes, till he finds the 
ufe of his hands. 

20. Your own intereft is concerned to 
keep yourfelves clean and tight, learning 
the duties of your calling with all diligence, 
and enjoying a chearful mind, as the reward 
which the great Friend and Fathe~ of man

kind beftows on the innocent, whether they 
be 
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be poor or rich. Without obedience, the rich 
cannot do their duty, more than the poor. 

21. The fons of Britons are all born to 
liberty; but true liberty, my young friends, 
confifts not in noife and riots, but in doing 
well, and obeying fuperiors, in their juft and 
lawful commands. Do this,. and you will 
Ju.ffer no harm from any one. 

22.. 1f you intend to obey God, opr co.m
mon father and friend, you 1nuft obey your 
maflers ; and if you do your duty to them, 
they will be as fathers to you; and if yoi:1 
do it not, you will be in the circurnftances 
of thofe bad children, of w horn Solomon fays, 

" The eye that 1nocketh his father, and 
defpifeth to obey his mother, the ravens of 
the valley !hall pick it out, and the young 
eagle fhall eat it." 

As the worft of evils tnay be expected to 
fall on thofe who are difobedient to their 
parents, the fame often happens to thofe 
who do not obey their tnafters: thefe are· 
appointed by Providence as parents. 

MORAL and RELIGIOUS ADMONITION. 

I. AL vV A Y S carry this in your n1ind,, 
'' That profperity an<l ad verfity, life and 
death, poverty and riches, come of the 

Lord," 
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Lord," the great God who governs all things~ 
Therefore confider, my good boys, that as 
furely as there_ is a world, there is a God 
that made it ; and that his power is as far 
beyond that of the greateft monarch, as his 
goodnefs and wifdom exceed the com
prehenfion of the wifefl and beft of n1en. 
You know that he made the world, for you 
fee it. You may as reafonably conclude that 
he governs the world, from the fea know
ing its bounds; the fun fhining on the earth; 
and the earth bringing forth her increafe, re
gularly, to fupport our lives. 

2. As the eyes of a good fervant wait 
on the hand of his 1nafl:er, and he is ready 
to obey his commands, fo mufl: you be 
ready to learn, and to obey the command
nients of God, the Almighty Lord and Go
vernor of the world; even the God who 
made you, and all things that are n1ade; 
he who difperfes the n1ift; who frills the 
raging of the waves ; knows all Ollr 

thoughts, and fees every aEtio11 of our 
lives. 

3. Be a!fured that you are as much 
the care of God, as if you had been born 
in a palace. Solomon fays, 
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~, Better is the poor, that wa.Iketh in 
his upri_ghtnefs, than he that is perverfe in 
his ways, though he be rich." 

Do you not perceive, that there is as 
good reafon, why you fhould be careful to 
behave v.Jell, as if you were all the fons of 
gentlemen? 

4. As you defire to learn what you are 
to do, to render yourfelves acceptable to -
God., and all good men, under all accidents 
which may happen to you ; carry it con
ftantly in your thoughts, that God fent his 
only Son ]efus Chrifl into the world to 
teach us his will. Even he, the Saviour 
of the world, (moft wonderful to think 
of!) came from the bofom of his Father, 
perfect man, as well as perfect God, to die 
on the crofs ; and he certainly did fuffer an 
ignominious death on the crofs, for you and 
all mankind, fealing the truth of what he 
taught us iB his Gofpel, with his blood : 
then rifing from the dead, afcended in 
triumphant glory into heaven, where he 
fits at the right hand of God, interceding 
for all finners who truly repent and ame_nd 
their lives. 

5. The 
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5. The facred volumes called the Old 

and New Teftament, of which an abridge-
1nent is given you by this Society, con
tain prophefies concerning Chrift, and the 
hifrory of his life and death; with the com
mands he hath left on record, of what we are 
to do, in order to inherit eternal life. He 
there requires you, and all of us, to love 
God with all our heart, and with all our 
foul ; and to ihew it by our charity and 
humanity to our fellow-creatures ; or, in 
other words, by loving our neighbour as our.
felves. 

6. Now, my good lads, if y-ou love 
your n~ighbours as yourfelves, you certainly 
will be careful to do the1n no harm. If 
you do them harm, you hate them inftead 
of loving thein ; and God can never love 
thofe who hate, or do hann to their f el
l0w-creatures, for we are all equally the 
work of his hands. " He that loveth 
not his brother, or fellow-creature, whom 
he hath feen ; how can he love God, whon1 
he hath not feen ?" This is an obferva
tion and admonition made by Chriil: him
.felf.--

D 7. You 
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7. You may alfo learn, that it is a fool

ifu thing for any man to pretend to love 
God, and not obey him: our love cannot be 
.expreffed without obedience. If you obey 
him, you will love him, and he will love 
you ; he will protect you, and make you 
happy whilft you live, and likewife when 
you die. When your foul !hall depart fr01n 
your body, -his care will watch over it, and 
you will be for ever happy 1 

Thefe things are as true as the Gof pel, 
in which they ar:e recorded, and the glori
ous fruits of a_fabe.r and religious life. Doth 
not the thought make your hearts f pring 
forth with joy ? If you feek the mercies of 
God, and obey him, he will be merciful. 

8. What your particular duties are, as 
good ft:1bjecls,, good men, and good Chrif
t ians, you will eafiJy lear.n. For this pur
pofe, take .care of this .book * ; it i.s a va
luable prefent. The longer you live, the 
more you will ,efleem it. Read it when 
you are not upon duty, nor about your 
n1after's bufinefs, it will be an entertain
ment. Every thing is valuable that warns 

you 

* N. B. Abridgment of the Sacred Writings, 
bound together with thefe Inihultions. 
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you to fh un thofe vices, which all men are 
afhamed of who have a manly fpirit, with 
true courage founded on principle, or 
knowledge of good and evjl: but this 
little book refers to the word of God. 

INSTRUCTIONS to avoid V1cE and EVIL 

PRACTICES. 

r. T R U E affection and regard to 
your intereft induce the Govern~rs of thit 
InH:itution to give you f uch general cau
tions, as are of the greateft conieq uence to 
you. 

2. Beware of ftrong drink, in any degree, 
above what may be fometimes neceffary 
to health, in fmall quantities. Many a 
n1ighty 1nan, after a fhort time, has been 
laid low in the d uft by means of ftrong. 
drink. 

3. " Drunkennefs," fays Solomon, "en
creafeth the rage of a fool, till he offend : 
it diminifhes ftrength, and maketh wounds." 
Too many have experienced this truth: 
and in great confidence we may pronounce, 
that fpirituous liquors, u fed indifcreetly, 

D 2 have 
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have proved the forerunner of very nume
rous and great mifchiefs. 

4. The drunkard is, in many ref peB:s, in a 
worfe ftate than a beaft; not only as hav
ing as little reafon about him, but lefs on 
his guard for his own prefervation. There 
are few brute beafts that will touch f piri
tuous liquors: nature points out to th~m 
the ufe of water only. 

5. Our finall beer being good of its 
kind, is an excellent _1-iq uor for fa amen, as 
it helps to keep them in fpir-it, and free 
fro.m the fcurvy. 

6. Habit renders men eager to heat, and 
difrurb their brains, as if they were afraid 
of being burthened with reafon ; or ima
gined that happinefs confifted ia the ah>
fence of thought. 

7. Certain it is, that 2, drunken man is 
difabled from being of any ufe to himfelf 
or others: and if, being drunk, he is guilty 
of a crime, he may happen to be hanged 
when he is fober. At heft, he is a prey 
to every one who pleafes to make him fo. 

8. It is confl:antly obferved, that he who 
is given to flrong liquor, as well as hi1n that 
is lazy, is generally in great want, and in, 

a filthy. 
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a filthy condition. Such perfons often ruin 
their health, and render their lives as con
temptible as they are fhort and miferable. 
This is not the way to die the death of the 
righteous. _ 

9. What I have faid of a drunken man~ 
holds, in many ref pects, of a glutton. 
He feems to be better qualified for the fo
ciety of hogs than of reafonable creatureJ 
and Chri.ftians.-The advice given by the 
wife man, is, " Eat as becometh a man, thofe 
things which are fet before thee, and devour 
not, lell thou be hated." 

1 o. Do you un.derftand how a n1an may 
be def pi fed and hated for gluttony? Fir ft,_ 
for devouring 111ore than the fhare nature 
has allowed to each of us; and next, fron11 
the offence he commits againft reafon and 
religion, by the ruin of his health, and the 
rliftrefs of his family and poor friends. 

1 I. In regard to health, which is the fak. 
of life that gives all other enjoyments a re
lifh, we find the wife man's fentence is : 
" Sound fleep cometh of moderate eating: 
be rifeth early, and his wits are with him.'-" 
In fhort, he is a man fit for buGnef.s and 
focial pleafure; and knowing what he is; 

D 3 about~ 
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about, fills up the character of a man. . If 
he is not fo merry as fome jolly fellows, he 
is more equal and chearful, which are better 
things. " A merry fellow is often a fad 
fellow." You have heard of 1nen's digging 
their graves with their teeth,. in allufion to , 
what Solomon fays, " The pains of watching· 
and choler, and pangs of the belly, are with 
the infatiable man:." 

12. As to the liar, he muft be fo far a. 
villain, as his falfehoods extend. Obferva 
the remarks of the fame wife man, and 
write it on your memory : 

" I have hated many things, but no-
thing like a falfe man, for the Lord will 
1 1 • 1ate rnm. 

" The lip of truth --£hall be eftablifhed 
for ever, but a lying tongue is b.ut for a
n1oment. · 

" A thief is better than a man that is 
accuftorned to lie, but they both £hall have 
defuuc::.:ion to heritage." 

Can c.ny words be ftronger againft lying,. 
or again.1 him who is a liar, except that 
iars are the children of the devil, who 

·· ruly is the father of liars. 

Now, 
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Now, 1ny good lads, the advice l give 

you, is,. to prove to your mafters, and to 
all others,. that you have a foul worthy the 
name of a Briton, by daring to tell the truth, 
though you condemn yourfelves: it is thus 
you may be fure of 111aintaining a charac:.. 
ter, and that every one who knows you, 
will love you. 

" The birds will refort unto their like, 
fo will truth return 1.1nto the1n that practice 
in her." 

13. No man is· a _liar for the fake of 
falfehood ; it is becaufe he thinks he ihall 
mend his condition; but he generally mars 
it.-The wholefome fobe-r advice of the 
wife man is, " Keep thy word, and deal 
faithfully, and thou fhalt always find the 
thing that is neceffary for thee." This 
being generally true, doth it not frill 
prove, that hone.fly is the be.ft policy? 

14. It hath been faid, with no little acute;.. 
nefs, that, " If you follow truth too 
clofe, fhe will kick your teeth out." 
T'here is a meafure in all things ; and all 
truths are not to be f poken at all times ; 
but lies are never to be told. This admo
nition chiefly relates to a prudential guard 

.3 on 



[ 32 J 
on the tongue. Every one ihould hold his 
tongue when difcretion requires it. Pru
dence is the fincere friend of truth, and the 
dutiful child of 'U!i/dom. Her affiftance is 
neceffary in every part of life, as the pre
ferver of peace among 1nen. 

I 5. To ihnn falfehood is, in ,effect, tu 
court truth: as filence, when talking is 
dangerous, is ~ proqf of underfrandihg .. 
Obferve the wife man's declaration-

" The heart of fools is in their n1outh ; 
but the 1nouth of the wife is in · their 
heart." 

16. Such-is the force of caut ion in re-
gard to what we fay, and what we do not 
fay, that " even a fool when he holdeth. 
his peace is counted wife, and he that ihut
teth his lips is eftee1ned a man of under
ftand ing." 

17. Prudence and integrity of heart give 
tmderftanding, particularly in regard to 
fpeech. " The words of a wife man's 
mouth are gracious; but the lips of a fool 
f wallow up himfelf." Thus you fee what 
a glorious thing it is to be cautious of what 
you fay and do, defpifing falfehood, loving 
truth, and commanding your tongue.-In. 

a word,. 
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a word, if you are wife, confine your 
tongue, that it may not confine you. 

18. You are fenfible that great talkers are 
fo1netimes great liars, and difcover as great 
want of underftanding: but _ a liar, a tale
bearer, or a mifchief-maker, is an enemy to 
himfelf, to his friends, and to all mankind. 
As he endeavours to deceive every one, or 
frt them at variance, every one defpifes hin,; 
and the beft which can happen to him is, 
to be feverely punifhed by thofe who have 
any hopes of his amendment. 

19. In regard to .ftealing, the eighth com-
111andment, given from the 1nouth of God 

, himfelf to Mofes, is, " Thou :!halt not 
fteal." S0111e of the moft ignorant nations 
punifh thieves. With us, you know, 
they are punifhed with great feverity, even 
to death. Thievery is much oftener difco
vered, than thieves themfelves have wit 

• enough to imagine. God confounds their 
devices!-

20. The Portuguefe proverb is, ~, The 
devil has a hood, ( alluding to the drefs of 
a friar) but it doth not cover all." By fome 
means or other thieves are generally found 

out. 
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out. Be n1ore afraid of the thing itfelf, 
than even the difcovery. 

2 r. As people grow corrupt in manners, 
thievery becomes more frequent. Laws· 
muft confequent1y be more fevere, and 
more care taken to inftrucl: the rifing gene
rat10n. 

22. On board of fuips, ftealing is hardly 
ever concealed, for there are no back 
doors. 

23. 'This crime is of fo black a dye; 
as hardly to bear being mentioned. Of 
wicked perfons in general, olomon fiiys,. 
" The hope of the wicked fhall be cut off, 
and their truft fhall be as a f pider's web." 
Accordingly thieves live in trouble and 
dif grace, and often die a 1niferable, if not 
an infamous death. 

24. Swearing is not a lefs foolifh than a 
wicked pracbce : all wicked prc:.ctices are 
foolijh, but this is the mofr foolifh of all 
foolifh practices. 

25. Why ihould not a failor be as bri{k 
as a bee, and active as air, and yet fober-
1ninded; and knowing what to do with his 
tongue, ufe it to his honour, and the praife 
of h11n who gave him fpeech? 

26. A man 
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26. A man of f pirit .and refolution will 

do his duty brifkly, and boldly as a lion, 
fmiling at danger: but no man in his fenfes 

can reconcile running himfelf into the dan
ger of making God ~is enemy, again ft all 
fenfe of duty to him, and in exprefs viola
tion of his commandments. 

27. Why chufe to talk like a ·fool or a 
rnadman, and fide with the devil, as all 
jwearers do who take the name of God in 
vain? 

28. Sober 1nen in a !hip, when their com~ 
panions fwear, remipd them of it; and the 

beft commanders will not fuffer any f wear-: 
ing on board their .ihips. 

29. The wholefome advice and admoni
tion which Solomon gives us, on this head, is: 

" Accufrorn not thy 1nouth to [wearing, 
neither ufe thyfelf to the naming the Holy
·One. 

" For as a fervant that -is continually 
:beaten, ihall not be without a blue mark, 
fo he that fweareth and nameth God qon~ 
1tinually fuall not be faultlefs." 

30. It is a great fa ult and fin to name the 
Mo.ft High without a reverential paufe; but 
:to call on him in idle difcourfe, or perhaps 

to 
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to witnefs a falfehood, it thrilis the blood 
to think of fuch wickednefs ! 

3 I. A greater than Solomon, even the moft 
high God himfelf, whofe facred name 
ought never to be mentioned withot1t re
verential awe, has declared, in his third 
commandment, 

" That he will not hold him guiltlefs who 
taketh his name in vain." 

32. Beware then, my good lads, not to 
learn, what you will certainlywifh to unlearn; 
what can never do you any good; but 1nuft 
do you great harm. 

33. If you die without repentance of this 
offence, what will follow but everlafting 
punifhment in the world to come? · 

34. Holding commerce with pro.ftitutes, 
vulgarly called whoring, is a vice thoughtlefs 
flamen are often addicted to. 

35. As you Y1ou1d iliun the devil, whofe 
work it is, avoid it : difrafe, and pain, and 
early death, hell and deftruction, dwelling 
in tne habitations of harlots. 

36. The confequence of whoring among 
feamen, is very fatal. Many more die of 
the foul difeafe, and of the diforders which 
.are the ordinary coniequences of this vice, 

than 
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than is co.rnmonly known; and it is parti
cularly fatal to men on board ihips. 

Many a brave young feaman has brought 
himfelf to an early grave, who might have 
failed round the world, and dn1~bed our 
enemies in every part of it. The wife 
111an fays, " The fornicator f11all be pu
niihed in the ftreets of the city ; and~ 

where he fuf peEteth not, he ihall be 
taken."- P..1.nd , in another place, 

" If thou give thy foul the de fire that 

pleafeth her, £he will make thee a laughing~ 
frock to thy enemies." 

37. Speaking of a harlot, or lewd wicked 
woman, he inftructs us in thefe remarkable 

words, which you ought to engrave on 

your hearts : " Her end is bitter as worm
wood, {harp as a two-edged fword. She 

lieth in wait, as for a prey, and increafeth 

the tranfgreffions an1ong men. fier feet go 

down to death : her fieps take hold on 

hell." - This defcription is juft the con

trary of what is afcribed, by the fame wifo 
authority, to virtue: " I-fer ways are 
w:iys of pleafantnefs, and all her paths are 

peJCe'." 
E 



[ 38 ] 

3 8. vVe find it confirmed by the de
claration made by Chrift, the Saviour ?f 
the world, that this vice is fo offenfive to 
God, that, " no fornicator, ad ulttrer, or 
unclean perfon, fhall enter into the king
dom of heaven." He who lives or dies in 
the commifiion of this fin, you perceive, 
fee ks his own defcruB:ion. 

39. What work for repentance do men 
make by their vices ~ Who c2n fay he 
fhall live a day to repent, or that he is 
fure he fhall have a heart to amend his 
life ? 

40. If we mean to end our lives h appily, 
we mull begin the1n virtuoufly. Therefore 
avoid the company of thofe who have not 
the fear of God before their eyes. 

4.1. The fame patirnce and humility which 
will give you a command of yourfelf, never 
to be a prey to evil defires for women, will 
~mft you to ref.train that wan11 paffion, 
anger. 

-4_2 , Solomon obferves , that, 
" Anger dwells in the bofom of foo1s.

Seef1: thou a man," fays lr, •' that is_ hafty 
in his words? There- is more hope of a fool 
than of h irn. '1 

6 43. "A 
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43. " _A foft anfvn-r turneth away wrc1th, 

but grievous words frjr up anger." 
44. If you h~ve frnfe enough to diCbn

guifh ever fo little of good ai1d ei·il, 1:ou 
will find more co1nfort to your felf, and 
reputation with t he rdt of the world, 
from gmtlcuefs tow drds others , and a fin
ee re affection for them, than in any, fatis
facti on yo u can have in their fuffcrings, 
though you could puni1h the1n ever fo 
feverely, whenever they offe,nd yo u. 

45. The brave-ft mrn, and fuch as face 
d eath with the greateft refoh1tion, are ge
nerally the moft diftinguifhed for gcod
humour and gentle manJ1ers. 

46. " Remember thy end, and let enmity 
ceafe," is the advice of the Vv ife man. All 
is drawing to an end, from this moment, 
and we are all going forw ard to a itate 
beyond the grave. 

47. Good men are always conftant to their 
friends, and forgi,u e thei r infirmities, -klHJW

ing that thernfr lves have many. And th y 
are nzoder[!te in t heir · refr~ntrnents towards 
their enemies . 

48 . But the angry man, like him that 
is envious, will not g1.ve himfelf time to 

E 2 confider 



[ 40 ] 
confider what is right; and b€ing proud 
and [elf-conceited, is continually devifing 
froward things ; always bringing mifchief 
to pafs. 

49. Let no malice find entrance into 
your hearts, be the provocation what it 
may. 

50. I-Ie h:1s the moft courage, and the 
noblefc fpirit, who foonef-t: forgives his 
fi ·iends, or his enemies, hi•s companion, or a 
flrmzge1. 

5 r. Solomon fays, " He that revengeth, 
iball find vengeance from the Lord, and _he 
will furely keep his fins in remembrance." 

52. You have this advantage a:t prefent, 
that your commander will always punifh 
thofe who deierve to be puniibed. 

53. Almoft every thing which regards 
the conducr or behaviour of 111en towards 
God, or towards each other, muft be either 
wife or foolijh : there are very few things 
entirely indifferent. 

54. - T'he true way of difcovering tl1e wife 
rt1an from the fool, is by co1nparing the1n 
with the commandments of God. 

55 . " Behold," fays Solomon, " the 
fear of the Lord (by which is meant great 

care 
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care not to offend your Maker) that is 
wifdom, and to depart fro1n evil, that 1s 
underflanding." 

56. ~, The vvife man's eyes are in his 
head, but the fcol walketh in darknefs." 

57. " .A wife man feareth and depJrteth 
from evil, but the fool rageth and is con
fident." 

5S. The fool returning to his fol1y, 
is juCdy compared to '' the dog returning 
to his vo:nit.H 

59. A little thought, and a virtuous in
clination, render boys, at the age of twelve 
or fourteen, much wifer than men, who 
not do confider what they are about. 

60. Is there ·not a much greater d~ffe ... 

rence between a wife man and a fool, than 
between a rich man and a poor one ? 

61. A rich fool is oftentimes but f<J 
much the more a fool. A poor man was 
never yet the poortr for being wife. In 
the end, he will be rich indeed I by the 

favour and mercy of I-leaven, whic~ are 
beyond all price. 

62. I-lope always for good; for foc;rner or 
later good ,,;,,,ill happen to thofe who obey 

God. 
E 3 
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63. It is conftantly obferved, that :.1 

habit of pleafantnefs, good-humour, and 
pious refignation to the providence of God, 
and the evil ~ccidents lite is fubject to, 
render men an over-match for any evil 
that can befall them . 

64. God is our common Father, and all 
is under his direction. 

65. It is a guilty confcience which makes 
·:men dijfatisfied, and occafions murmuring, 
d ifcontent, and fearfulnefs. " The wicked 
flee when no· man purfueth; but the righ
teous are bold as a lion." 

66. Of all the vices which grow up in 
the mind, as men g row in ft ature, there is 
none more common or more dang erous than. 
pride, fhewing itfe lf among the poor, as 
well as the rich. P ride apptars in-a thOU>
fand forms, and lurk s in the heart fe cretly. 

67. The fame which I told you of anger-, 
I now tell you of pride. " P ride was not 
made for man, nor f urious ang er for · therm 
that are born of a woman. " 

68. That you 1nay k now when it is 
you are proud·, " the beg i·nning of pride 
is when one departeth from God, and his 
heart is. turned fro1n his Maker." I f yo 111 

are-
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ate humble, you will take this advice, and 
obey the commandments. 

69. Mockery, reproach, contempt of others, 
fullennefs, unwillingnefs to learn and do your duty, 
cruelty, an unforgiving temper, and f uch
like, are fo many figns of a man's being 
proud. 

70·. Solomon fays, " Vengeance, as a 
lion, :ihall lie in wait for the proud." 

7 r. And he adds, That " Humility, and 
the fear of the Lord, are riches, and 
honour, and life.'~ 

72. But " · the proud are hated of God, 
and they that plough iniquity and fow 
wickednefs, will reap the fame.'-' 

73. Pride is alfo a proof that a man is 
/ 

ignorant ; he is ignorant of hin1felf, and 
ignorant of what other men think of hi1n; 
in fhort, he is a fool; and one of thofe 
fools who is the leafi: to be pitied. 

74. Now, my dear fr;iends, mind what 
I fay, in or_der that you may avoid·being 
in any degree proud, or revengeful, or fall 
jnto the very crimes which you difcover 
in others . 

7 5. Learn to compaffionate even. thofe 
_who 1noit offend you : if they are ignorant,. 

they 
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they are pitiable ; jf they are pervcrfe, the 
more deplorable is their condition. As 
you love your own foul, fet them in the 
right way, whenever you are able to do it, 
by any advice, or perfuafion : it will be 
your greateft honour. 

76. Soft words turn away wrath, and 
often fubdne even the proud, w 1ile they 
comfort the humble. Think of th is, and 
walk humbly before God and men. 

HO N OU R F O R YOUR K I N c. 

1. THOUGH poor, you are the fubjcct 
of a country, which were the people vir
tuous, would certain ly be the moft happy 
in the world to all ranks and conditions. 

2. We live un der the beft: laws.-Let 
\1S obey them, and we ai·e fure of hap-
pinefs. ~ 

3. The more refpect y·ou pay to the King, 
and the gor:;ernment of ycur cou1ztry, the more 
honour you do yourfelf. 

4. You will find, as you grow up, what 
honour is due to the King; and what a fin 
it is to cheat him, or defraud the public. 
Smuggling jnjures every body, and is rank 

ingratitude 
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ingratitude to thofe on whom you depend 

for your protection. 

5. If you are not treated unworthily 

--without redref.s, why would you fteal fro1n 

others the very means of fnpporting your

felf? If there were no taxes, there could 

be no government. 
6. Our Saviour charges us to " render 

unto C::efar the things which are Ctefar's." 

Shall we difobey him ? U nlefs you pay 

what is demanded by law, you not only 

difobey Chrifr, but you deftroy all human 

laws ; and without law, you cannot be 

f ure of one moment's liberty or life. 

HONOUR TO THE CLERGY. 

1. NE X T to the King, you muft pay 
honour to the Clergy. The King is the 

head of the church. 
2. To def pife the clergy is the fir fl: ftep 

towards def pifing religion ; and he that de

fpifeth religion, 1nufr be the vileft outcaft 

of the earth, and unworthy of the breath 

he draws. 

3. Solomon fays, " Fear the Lord with 

all thy foul, and reverence his Priefls : love 
hi1n 
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him that made thee, with all thy ftrengd1, 
and forfake not his Minijlers. 

4. If you fear God, you will certainly 
-ref pelt his immediate firvants, the preachers 
of the gof pel of Chrift. 

5. 1--.~.e greater ref peel: you have for the 
Clergy, the more attc-ntive yoLl will be to 
keep the Sabbath-day, in a fober, awful, 
and reiigious manner, attending divirie 
fervice with confi:ancy and delight. 

·6. If you negleB: your duty on the Sab
bath-day, you cannot expe-B: a bleffing on 
any other day. Attend, I fay, to the in
ftruB:ion which may be given you, parti
cularly on that day. 

7. In many of the King's Ships there are 
Chaplains. It is a iliame that any capital 
:fhip :fhould be without one. 

8. In frigates and finaller ve.ffels, and 
merchant jhips, one of the Officers generally 
prays and reads to the ihip's crew. 

9. On your part remember, that nothing 
can be fo foolifh, or childifh, as to be care
lefs on fuch occafions. Careleifnefs, in this 
infi:ance, is but another name for wickednefs~ 
Every place, where God is worfuippe<l, is 
his temple. 

Du TY 
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D U TY O F p RAY E R. 

1. \VHETI--IER the Chaplein, your 
Commander, or Mafter, or any other per
fon by their appointment, prays, in con
junction with the crew, do you pray frcn1 
your heart, that as God is your farher, he 
1nay be your guide and protector in all 
your fteps. 

2. If they read any part of the holy 
fcriptcres, a fermon, or pious difcourfe, 
hear and attend. Confider alfo what you 
have heard; reflecr on it. Imprint it on 
your memory, that you may be the better 
for it ; and daily comfort your foul with the 
hopes of eternal life. 

3. None of us hav-e any grounds of 
hope in the mercies of God, but through 
the merits and death of Chrift ; nor can we 
expect to find mercy, jf we never ajk for it. 

4. Let me, therefore, recommend to you 
moft earnefrly, and 1noft feriouOy, to pray 
to God, in the name of Chrifr, whofe 
prayer we call the Lord's prayer; and this 
is t aught us from our infancy. 

5. I 
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5. I me::m not 1nerely that you fay or re
peat prayers, but that you fhould pray from 
your heart, conftantly morning and night, 
Handing, fittjng, kneeling, or lying down. 

6. P ray as foon as you thjnk of praying, 
and do not fay to yourfelf, it will do by and 
l:;y-: pray, I fay, infi:antly, and mind what 

you fay. 
7. Confider t,hat you are add reffing your

felf to the great Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, who commands the winds, and 
fi:illeth the raging of the waves. 

8. The more attentive you are, the 
nearer you approach his Divine Majefty; 
and the more mindful he will be of your 
humble petition. 

9. Confider, that attention to what you 

fay, is like a Man ; for nothing is more 
rnanly than to pray to GoD, and to truft 
·in him. Do this;, and you will be a Man 
indeed, and need not complain of a11y 
hardfh ips that may befall you. 

10. If you learn a few prayers by heart, 
you will find time enough to ufe them, 
whether,. as I have faid, it be kneeling, or 
ftanding, fitting, or lying down . 

11. The 
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11. The three firft prayers annexed to 

this, are ibort, and eafily learnt ; ~he 
others, if you do not learn them by heart, . 
you il1ould at leaft read the1n pioufly. <#. 

12. By no means neglect learning by 
heart, a morning and evening prayer, and the 
Lord's prayer. 

13. When you pray, collect your 
thoughts, that your heart may keep pace 
with your tongue. 

14. Thofe who only repeat fo many 
words, without thinking of their meaning, 
offer up the facrifice of fools, who confider 
not that they do evil. 

15~ As you are accountable for your time, 
confider, every night, what you have been 
doing, during the day paft : jf you have 
kept your tongue from evil fpeaking; your 
hands fron1 doing any thing hurtful to 
another; and your heart from devifing any 
thing bafe, impure, unjuft, or unworthy 
your charatter as a Chriflian. 

16. If any evil has befallen you, confider 
if you have borne it with patience and re
fignation. If any good has come to you, 
reflett if you enjoy it with rnoderation, and 
gratitude to God. 

F 17. Never 

I . 
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• 17. Never forget that you have c1 foul, 
,and that it will be Javed, or it will be lo.ft. 
You will go into heaven's joys, or hell's 
torments. 

18. Obey the Commandments, and you will 
have nothing to fear. 

19. Be o,Jhamed of doing a foolijh deed ; 
and -afraid ·of committing a wicked one. 

20. Thus whatever hardihips you go
thr,ough, life will glide on gently, and you 
will neither wifh to fee an end of it, nor be 
anxious to prolong it. Every thing will 
wear the face of good-humour; and in the· 
'calm, or the fi:orm ; in the hour of filent 
repofe, or the loud thunder of battle, you 
will aft like a man. You will do your duty 
.tr; God, your King, and your Country. 

W !SE MAXIMS TO BE O BSER VED. 

i. Remember, r1zy Jons, for fo l will call 
you, that if you keep your hearts with dili
gence, at all times, you will perform thofe 
duties, when there is the lea fr probability 
of dying, which you would wifh to _ do, 
were you about to die. 

2. Thus, 
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2. Thus, you will be, at all times, fit to 

live, and fit to die.-Who among the chil
dren of men can pretend to greater wifdom, _ 
or happinefs, than to be fit to live, or die? 

3~ The way for you to obtain this glo
rious fituation,. is to feek for ufeful em
ployment, particularly in the fea fervice. 
And whether in peace or war, by land or 
fea, labour for hon~ft bread, and enjoy it, 
as the reward of honefty. 

4. Call to remembrance this great truth,. 
declared by the God of Truth,. that the 
life of man confifteth not in the abundana 
that he poifeffeth.. It i-s, well known that 
many run mad with plenty; and that fome 
are rendered happy even in. poverty, who 
1night have been eafily tempted to evil by 
the power of riches.. · 

5. True Chriftians know, that fear., 
arifing from guilt, as the forerunner of the 
puni.fhment that awaits finners, is one of the 
fevereft kinds. of mifery; and. that it is avoid-

. able only- by, a virtuous life. 
6. Remember alfo, that of all kinds of 

poverty, the greateft is . the poverty of the 
rnind1 Thofe who have no c.ompaffion for 

F 2. · thei1,,-
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their fellow-creatures, nor any fenfibility of 
thei-r own faults and fins, are poor indeed! 

7. To enjoy a foul capable of the highefl: 
fentiments, is not peculiar to the rich, nor 
the learned. Solid worth and genuine vir
tue is confined to no condition. 

8. True piety and health, are beyond 
all price.-For when health is gone, and 
we approach to the borders of the grave, 
the Almighty ne'ver forfakes thofe who in. 
dine their hearts to him. 

9. Confider, whatever may be vulgarly 
imagined to the contrary, how kindly and 
gracioufly the providence of God dif penfcs, 
with an equal hand, the happinefs this 
world is capable of, to the poor as well as 
the rich. And you have read our Sa
viour's Parable of Dives and Lazarus. 

10. Every man who is not a fool, knows 
that Nature makes btJt flender demands on 
_11s. Food and Raiment, and covering from 
the in lemency of the fky, are eafil y ob
tained by the induflrious : and thofe who 
·are 1nad enough to prefer lying down in a 
ditch, may die there. Many and firange 
mad tricks does lazinefs and cowardice often 
play. 

11. He 
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:r.r. He that is content with a little, has 

enough-and he who, having enough, is not 
fa.tisfied, is ungrateful to Prov:idenc.e, and. 
provokes the Almighty to take that f uffi-
~iency from him •. 

1:2. He that lives not according to the 
rules of reafon and religioJt, is always iri 
want, let him enjoy: what he m~y. The 
wife man· fays, " A very little is fufficient 
for a man well nurtured;" that is, well taught •. 
-And it require.~ no great knowledge or 
experience,. to be thoroughly convinced of 
this truth.. - , 

I 3. He whofe defires are moderate,. grow~ 
rich with. a little. Why ihould. not a Jea~ 
man be as reafonable a Being as any other· 
man ;. and provide for his family, as 
good landmen do? 

14. Too many mariners fquander thei r 
money fooliilil y ; and, for want of . com-. 
1non precaution, frequently deprive them
fel ves of necefferies. 

15. It is faid, that fools and their 1no-,. 
ney are foon parted.. This is equally true 
of landmen and flamen. Is it not right and. 
fi t, that every man, who goes to fea, ihould 
be alfo able to get his· bread on fhore ?-. 

F 3 · 1,6 •. A 
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1-6. A little goes a great way in fup .. 

porting the body in health ; and it is by 
moderation the m'ind is rendered calm and 
peaceful. Intemperance, whether a man be 
rich or poor, muft deftroy both health and 
peace. 
· 17 . .If co1itentment be the wealth of na'

ture, it is good to lay up a large !tock of 
.it: but it does not follow,; that the toils of 
mariners fhould not be rewarded : they 
·have good-pay.-

18. -If we had twice the number of men 
2ccuftomed to a fea life, and likewife to the 
means of getting a-livelihood on fhore, it 
would be happy for them; and happy for 
the nation. We ihould be the richer and 
:fafer, amd more eafily relieve each other. 

19 I think it is an honour to · every man,._ 
to have been at fea. 

20. AU. men who are laborious,. may be 
{tne of_ employment.. 

2 1. It is a part of common fenfe, in all 
conditions, to take care of money: that is, 
to ufe, not abufe it by fq uandering foolijhly. 

22. In your prefent fituation, it is rour 
intereft to watch the eye of your refpeflive 
mo.jf-ers, and fly to execute their commands .. 

z 3. '!'rue 
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2 3. 'I'rue difcipline, true courage, and Jrue 

indujlry, always go together. 
24. 0 bey your n1afters with care and 

attention in all their jujl commands ; and it 

. may be hoped they will not require obedi~ 

ence to any thing u.njuft. 

25. Shew them honour; and remem ... 

ber, that the beft . way to merit praife and 

.good treatment,. . is to be ferviceable to 

them. Let them fee by your actions that 

you honour them; and it is probable th'ey 

will take care, as far as their ability e-x--

tends, that yo.u ihall never want a friend. 

REL1q1ous. AoMoN·rTION. 

r. MY fons, attend ! You cannot ex"' 

,pect to prof per unlefs you an~ fober and 

faithful ; and you will · hardly be faith~ 

ful to 1nen, unlefs you fear God and obey 

his commandments . Nor will it avail you 

t o learn how to· get your bread, or to 

k eep your bodies from periihing by hunger,· 

if at the fame time, you negkfr your 

duty to God, aqd leave your fouls to peri!h 

for ever ! 

2. Let 
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2:. Let not mercy, nor truth, nor juflice,, 

11or the love of God, ev.er forfake you. 
Bind them about your necks ; wear them. 
in· your bofoms ;. write them on the t ablet 
0£ your hearts. 

3. Remember, my dear lads, that men 
do not die like dogs. Let n1e repeat, if 
you ar.e good; you will be happy after death,, 
exceeding all that you or any man can. 
poffibly conceive. 

4. If you are wickedly impenitent, you will; 
be miferable beyond defcription. 

5. One or other. of thefe things mt1ft 
happen, for the fa1ne reafon that you are a 
reafonable accountable creature, and not a 
dog, nor any brute an.imal that dies like a 
dog. 

6. Stop your· ears, and guard your eyes, 
againft all manner of evil ;·. remember
ing that 'Jefus Chrift,, the great Prince 
and friend of mankind-,.. fuffered a painful 
death on the crofs:,. that through his blood 
you might (if you do.your own endeavours) 
be faved from all punifhment, and be
~ome a partaker of the joys and glories of 
heaven.! 

7,. As 
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7. A.s a G_hriflian, confider ,vhat it is you 

believe, and what all Chriilians, who are i"n 
their fenfes, believe. 

8. Learn to repeat the Belief, without 
book, not as a prayer, for jr is not a 
prayer, but as what every Chriftian belie·ves, 
and receives as his faith ; and if yon 2.re 

in your right mind, you will be careful to 
act according to it. 

9. The good in all ftations mufl: be 
happy in the end, becaufe they arr good; 
ns the wicked will be miferable, becaufe 
they are wicked. So Goo, who governs 
the world, has appointed ! 

10. This ot1ght ever to be yonr comfort, 
and the fubjecl: of your joy: that the mer
cies of God are extended over all his works, 

and common to the rich and the poor. 

C o N c L u s 1 o'N on Mo R T Ai. I T Y, 

1. LOOK round, and behold the rich, 
in common with the poor, haftening to th~ 
grave. It beingindifputable, that life is {hort 
and uncertain, is it not enough to humble 
the proudeft of the children of men ? Is 

not every man ma<l, who is not humble? 
2. He 



[ 58 ] 
2. He that nas lived but thirteen or 

f-ourteen, or twice as many years, and I 
who a1n approaching to the. age of man, , 
are we not equally bound to be on our 
guard, and .watch our hours as they fly, 
that we 1nay continually learn to do good, 
and avoid evil? Who can tell which of 
us will fall firfr ? 

3. Youth is the feafon to mold the man. 
If we are not attentive to ot1r duty while 
we are young, and in a more dependant 
ftate, how are we to expect g-o()d indinations, 
hun1ility, and obedienc-, when ·we b c.'ome 
old? 

4. Evil habits prevent the wifdom which 
.ti1ne would afford. 

5. But old age will not fubdue evil ·incli
nations, unlefs the fear of God is in our 
hearts. 

6. The virtuous young man bids faireft to 
n1ake the virtuous- old one ; virtue giving 
him, as he approaches to his end, comfcrt, 
hope, and calm re'pofe, in a clearer view of 
heavenly joys. 

7. Of this we are fure, that according 
to the good old Engli!h fong, in the corn
parif on of the life of a fly and a man : 

3 '·' Hi . 
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" His is a f umn1er, ours no more, 

" Though repeated to threefcore. 
" Threefcore f ummers, when they're gone, 

" Will appear as fhort as one." 

8,. It is difficult, they fay, to clap an old 
head on young fhoulders. But it is not 
difficult for any young man, or boy, not 
being a fool, nor habitually and blindly 
wicked, to fee the difference between hone.fty 
and dijhonejly, obedience and difo_pedience 
towards a commander or mafter; , between 
praying like a Cbriftian, and being carelefs 
and negligent, as if there were no God to 
pray to; and, in a word, between rewards 
and puniihments, in both worlds. 

9. Apply the confidera.tion of reward, to 

happinefa, in heaven; and of punifhment, 
to the tortures of the damned, in hell ; and 
he muft be a fool indeed who does not find 
.a double motive to be good; good in every 
part of life, and in every relation towards 
God and man! 

10. There is one fhort way of treating 
this world properly, and as it deferves ·: 
This is to think daily, that fuppofing you 
fhonld be called \1,pon to leave it, as n1il-

lion-s 
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]ions continually are, with little or no warn
ing, if you have 1nade your peace with 
God, by giving him his wor.fhip with your 
whole heart, and 1nen their due? In other 
words, if you are prepared and ready to go? 

1 r. He that lives well,· making religion 
his frrft care, will learn to look on life and 
death indifferently; and will therefore never 
flinch at the approach of danger. ~ 

12. The moft <liftingui.fhed warriors 
have been good Chriftians. 

13. To live fo; as to be neither anxious 
for life, nor to fear death, is tl}e height of 
hmnan happinefs, as it gives us the calm 
poffeffion of our own fouls, rendering us 
bold and intrepid, without folly or mad
nefs ; pleafed with our co1 dition, as being 
appointed by God; and joyful under every 
circwnftance, as being under his almighty 
protection. 

14. Joy in life, and hope in death, aB: 
with mutual ftrength, and mutual comfort 
on each other ; and they both produce a 
fatisfaction, •which the world cannot give, 
nor take away. 

15. If, as I have faid, you would be hap
py, make the love of truth and j uftice, and 

the 
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the fear of God, your conftant guiles; 
and innocence and calm contentment will be 
your companions, ever faithfully pointing 
out to you, the way to eafe, and happinefs 
here below, and life apd happinefs eternal:1 
in a world which has no end ! 

16. That you may be happy here, and 
-·enjoy eternal happinefs in the life to comej 

is the fincere and warn1eft prayer of 

Your moft true and faithful friends., 

By dejire of the Governors, 

Marine Society's 
0 ffice, 

z9 Nov. 1778. 

JONAS HAN/PAY. 

Deputy Treaf uret·. 

P. S. If you Jhou!d have any juft: ~mplaint to 
make, write to the Clerk at this Office, and he will 
lay it before the Governors, and tr1 to obta'in jeflict. 

· c fhe 



CJ'he B E L 1 E F. 

I. Believe in God the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth : and in 

Jefus Chrift his only Son our Lord; who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghofl; born of 
the Virgin Mary; fuffered under Prmtius 
Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried; 
he defcended into hell; the third day he 
arofe again from the dead ; he a[cended 
into heaven, and fitteth on the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he fhall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Cho.ft; the holy 
Catholick Church ; the Communion of 
Saints, the Forgivenefs of Sins, the Re
furrection of the _Body, and the Life ever-
l.aftii1g . . An1en. . . 

Here you find a great deal of matter for 
the moft ferious confideration, being an 
abridgment of the belief of a Chriflian, ~11oft 
eafy to underftand. By defcending into 
hell, is to be unde'rftood the region of de
parted fouls-and not that Chrift could 
p offibly fuffer as men who are finful.-

6 The 
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The next object for the confideration of 

mankind, 1ews as well as Chri.ftians, 1s 

'.the· COMMANDMENTS. 

I. TI-IOU :fhalt have no other gods 
but me. 

II. Thou fhalt not make to thyfelf any 
graven image, nor the likenefs of any 

thing that is in heaven above, or in the 

earth beneath, or in the waters under the 

ea rth. - Thou !halt not bow down to them~ 

nor worfhip them: for I the Lord thy
God am a jealous God, and vifit the fins 

of the fathers upon the children unto the 

third and fourth generation of them th£!t 
hate me ; and fhew mercy unto--thoufands 

of them that love 1ne, and keep 111y con1-

mandments. 
III. Thou fhalt not take the name of 

the Lord thy God in vain : for the Lord 

will not hold him guiltlefa that taketh his 
. . 

name 1n varn. 
IV. Remember that thou keep holy the. 

fabbath-day. Six days ihalt thou laboLfr 
· and do all that thou haft to ; ·but the 

feventh day is the fabbath of the Lord thy 
G 2 God: 
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God..: in -it: thou ihalt do no. manner of 
work, thnu and thy ion and thy daughter-, 
thy man-fervant and thy maid-fervant, thy 
rattle, and the ftranger that is within thy. 
gates. For in fix days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the fea and al-1 that in 
them is, and refted the feventh day, where
fore the Lord bleffed the feventh day, and 
hallowed it. 

V . Honour thy father 2nd thy mother,. 
·that thy days· may be long in the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

VI. Thou £halt do n-o murder. 
VII. Thou !halt not commit adultery. 
VIII. Thou fhalt not fteal. 
IX .. T ·hou £halt not bear falfe witnef~ 

agaiaft thy neighbour. 
X. Thou :!halt not covet thy neighbour"s. 

hote1.fe, thou Ihalt not covet thy neighbour~s _ 
wife, n·or his fcrv-ant, nor· his 1nai-d, nor- his 
QX, nor his afs, nor any thing that is his, 

You -mu.ft always carry in your mind,. 
that thefe commandments were given by 
God himfelf,, to the 7-ews, through their 
o-reat leader MojeJ, and fince confirmed to ~ . 
us by Jefit-s Cbrift,. who came fron1 heaven. 

1:Q 



[ 65 ] 
to. teach and confirm the eternal ob-ligations 

of mankind ; and .if you hope for mercy 

after death, you muft a& an honeft part, 

and carefully ·obey them. 

It is monjlrous ignorance not to know the 

co1nmandments, and monftrous folly not to 

fJbey them, when you know them. 

MoRNING PRAYER,. the firfl. 

O Lord God Almighty, I humbly thank 

thee for thy care of me in the night 

pafr. Keep me this day from all harm, 

and help 111y endeavours that I 1nay be

have myfelf humbly, foberly, and godly. 

Make me remember, that it is by thy gra

cious providence my life is pref-erv.ed in alr 

clangers. 0 deliver my foul from deftruc

tion ! This I beg for the fake of Jefus. 

Chuift, in whofe moil bleifed name I fur

ther pray:-

'I'he L o R o ' s P R A Y, E R . 

Q UR Father,. which art in Heaven:,, 

hallowed be thy name. Thy king9-om 

,01ne.. Thy will be done on earth, as it 

is. in heaven . Giv~ us this. day O\.lr daily 

G. 3- bread, 
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bread. .t\nd forgive us our trefpaffe·s·, as; 
we forgive them that tref pafs again ft us., 
And lead us not into temptation : but de
liver us from evil-, for thine is the king
dom, and the· power, and the glory,. for 
ever and ever~ Amen~ 

The Lord's prayer is of the greateft 
confequence, not only fron1 the wifdom 

. and goodnefs of its author 1efus Chrift, the· 
fon, of God; but likewife for the petitions 
it contains. We are. alfo commanded by 
him, when we pray, to ufe this prayer. 
Do. you,. likewife· endeavour to learn by 
heart fame one at leaft of the following 
iho.rt prayers .. 

MORNING P-aAY.:E.R, the fecond. 

Q Aimighty and merciful Lord~ who-
·haft fafely brought me to the beginnii1g 

of this day ;_ I befeech thee to defend me 
j n the fame from all temptatlons. l.et me 
never take-thy name in vain-.. 0 guard· me 
from all falfehood and· uncleannefs ; all 
cruel, . unjuft, and uncharitable action% 
that· I may always enj~y a-good co.nfcienco, 

· and. 
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and rieve-r fall into that everlaftirig puniffi. 

ment which waits on impenitent finners . 
This, l beg, 0 Lord, in the natne of my 
bleffed Savi0t1r and Redeemer, Jefus Chrifr. 
Amen. Our Father., &c.-

-
People who go to fea, and behold th~ 

wonders of the deep, fhould furely be as 

well taught as thofe who.live on fhore.; and 

all of us ought always to live, as knowing 

that we are one day to die~ We 111uft al~ 

as. rational creatures accountable to God, 

pray to him, or he will c.ertainly punifu us j 
for our negligence. 

EVENING PR1

A YER , the jirjf. 

Q God~ m_y. Almighty Creator and Pre-

ferver, accept my moft humble thanks 

£or thy proteB:ion,: and· all the bleffings I 

have received at thy hand. Forgive the 

fins l have committed againft thee this 

day, and make me hereafter to tremble. at 

the thought of doing any thing. that is 
wrong.. Give me, 0 Lord, a juft fenfe of 

thy being prefent every where, both day 

and. night, by fea and land, and that all . 
. m;,.:-
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my thoughts, words, and actions, are open . 
to thy view.. Thus among the manifold 
chan?:es and chances of this mortal life, 
let my hopes frcurely rtft in thee, through 
the merits of my only Saviour 'Jefus Chrifl ;. 
in whofe bleffed name- I further call upon 
thee. Our Father, &c .. 

Ev EN 1 N c PRAYER, the feconrI. 

Q Merciful Father, and _Almighty Pro-
tector, on whom all thmgs depend for 

their prefe~vation, I now lie down to refr,,. 
in humble confidence that thy goodnefa. 
will keep me in fafety; that I may arife 
refrefhted in health and fhength of body 
and mind: and when my prefent life fhall 
end, 0 God receive my foul _into that 
happy ft ate, which thou haft prepared for 
thofe who love thee, and obey thy com·
mandments. This I beg, through 'Jefus 
Chri.ft my Redeemer, who died upon the 
crofs, that I might be redeemed from my 
fins.. Amen. Our Father, &G.. 



In S 1 c K N E" s s-. 

MOST merciful God and tender Father, 

in whofe hands are the appointments 

of life and death ; grant me grace to con-

~!ider my ficknefs and pain, as thy vifita

tion to remind me of my fins., and encou ... 

rage my repentance. 0 God, forgive my 

paft offences ! Re1nove far fro1n me all 

imparjent thoughts, that I may firmly 

trufl: in thy gracious promifes, through 

Chrift the Saviour of the world. Comfort: 

me, 0 Lord, under· the fo-rrows of my 

foul ; and whether in life or death, grant 

me thy gracious protection, fot the fake of 

Jefus Chrijl who died on the crofs, that re

penting of 1ny fins,. I might live for ever ! 

.lfmen,. 

For REPENT ANC-E and PARDON of SrN-. 

Q GOD,. infpire my heart with a true 

fenfe and con.ftant re1illembrance of 

my fins pafl:, that truly repenting, I may 

obtain pardon ! O forgive my paft of .. 

fences ! L,et a j uft awe, and -a religious· 
feat · 
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fear of thee, increafe as my days ebb out, 
that I may conform my life to thy holy 
laws. 0 deliver me from the bondage of 
fin, that I may enj-oy a heart to under
ftand, and {l will to obey.-Defend me" 
0 righteous God, from the world, the fleih,. 
and the devil, which war againi1: my foul. 
Pardon my fins pafi:, for the fake of J ef us 
Chrift my Redeemer. Amen. 

For- a HAP PY- DE AT H. 

Q Eternal God, by whofe everlafiing 
decree it is appointed to man once to 

die~ grant me, I befeech thee, nzofl merciful 
Father, fo lively a faith in thy word; and 
fa firm a confidence in thy mercy; that 
.whenever it fuall pleafe thee to call me 
hence, I may be found 1naintaining thy 
caufe like a faithful foldier, and finiih my 
wa_rfare with j.oy. This I _beg for the fake 
of my blefied Lord and Redeemer Jefus 
Chrijl, who died on the crofs for the .fins of 
the world. .Amen. 

A PP EN-
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A P P E N D I X. 

A _g R ID G E MEN T of the ST ATE of the 

MARINE SocIETY, in BiJh0pfpate-flreet. · 

24th November, 1778. 

W HATEVER complaints may be 
juftly made, with regard to our ge

neral deportment, much virtue frill remains 

amongft us. Private munificence often 

ihines with a diftinguifhed luftre in the 

diftribution of the con1mon bounties of 
Heaven ; and the judicious conduct of the 

Rich, alleviates the miferies of the Poor. 

In war, all is at ftake ; and we know not 

what a day will bring forth : f uch are the 

complicated calamities of it, every thing 

that individuals can confiftently add to 

thei~ fecurity, and render their country 

formidable, becomes an object of impor

tance to good citizens. 

No effort, of a private nature, can be 

1nore .efficacious . than clothing Land men 

Volunteers to ferve at Sea. , This · is one 
of 
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of the moft falutary expedients that can be 
devifed, the coft being abundantly repaid 
in their health, comfort, and appearance. 

Mariners, already knowing the duty of 
feamen~ are found clothed as fuch. The 
collecting of Landmen, with a view to 
teach them feamanfhip, and fight our bat
tles, js an ar'ticle of fuch high importance 
to our well-being as a nation, whatever is 
done in it, as an effort of private virtue, 
thofe whofe hearts g1ow with zeal for the 
caufe of humanity, and long to add ftrength 
to their country, find their true felf-love 
and facial affeB:ion cherifhed and flouriih
ing together. 

It is not only the encouragement of 
Landrnen to enter as Volunteers, but dref
fing them at once as Seamen, dropping 
thofe garments, of which many are ragged 
or filthy., and preventing the moil: hurtful 
nuifance on board of £hips. By this means 
veteran Seamen certainly receive the better 
impreffions of their new affociates : Sea
manfhip wears the more benignant afpeEt; 
and whilft it affords comfort to the men, it 
is an objeB: which delights even the moft 
tranfient obferver. 

Thof~ 
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Thofe who view thefe n1en in their 

Land-clothing, and ·compare the good ef

fects of their Sea-garb, will receive pleafure. 

'.if they make enquiry of the Regulating 

Captains, who are authorized to raife thefe 

111en, and candidly inform them-felves of 

the ufef u1nefs of this part of the Inftitution, 

during war, they will at leaft become con

verts to its benefits and utility. 

This local effort of policy and humanity 

was much applauded during the lafl: bloody 

conteft; and with regard to our prepara

tions for the prefent conflict, with a foreign 

enemy, it has been hitherto attended with 

the happieft effects. Our fellow citizens 

and fubjeB:s will furely contribute to its 

fupport ; they cannot refift making a vo

luntary offering, with a religious regard to· 

the common fafety ! 
In ref peel: to the Poor Boys, who are 

fitted out for fea fervice, as well in time 

of peace as war, the defign being managed 

11.s it is, this part can hardly fail, as lo0g 

as we ihall · enjoy any rank among the 

nations. We m·ay flatter ourfelves, that 

!Dll-Ch the greater part of thefe young per

fons, being well chofen, and accuftomed 

H to 



L 74 J 
'to comlrnt the elements on ihore, wi]l be
.:corne bold and hardy mariners. 

One of thefe boys, on board his Majefty's 
fhip carrying Sir Hugh Pa/lifer's Bag, was fo 
wounded in the late engagement*, that the 
Surgeon thought it proper to take off one 
of his arms. Under thefe circumftances, 
though ordered to remain quiet, he ftole 
up to the deck, and ferv-ed his gun with 

' powder; a circumftance which fhould be 
n1entioned, as it feems to carry with it 
uncommon refolution, and does honour to 
Britifh courage in the .rerfo.n of this. poor 
Boy. 

The fituation of this Society is now laid 
before our fellow-fubjecl:s, that every indi
vidual may judge of the propriety of his 
own contribution. Thofe who are willing 
.and .abk, may lend their aid to fo great 
and dfential a public good, and promote 
their own joy, in the grateful offering they 
make to the God of hofts, and almighty 
IJord of al], imploring his merciful aid, 
in defence of our infulted country. 

* z7 July. 

The 
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The Account of the · ordinary Income of" 

the Society ftands thus :. 

The intereft of 6809J. 6-s. 4d. 

1 n the hands of the .Ac-

comptant General, . in: truft. 

for the Society, . is per: an--

£. s. d. 

num 204 5 8 

The Society has, beG.des, in its 

own hands, . 3 600 1. three 

per cents, per annum 108 o o 

The Annual Subfcriptions-; at 

tJ1is tjme, amount to near 400 o o 
, 

A further fmn of near 3000 I. 
is dependent on the contin

gency of a life; but the So

ciety receives no in tereft till 

the pr_incipal becomes due .. 

71 2· 5 8 

Since the 18th of April 1778 the· 

Society has clothed Landmen Vo

lunteers, to ferve on board the 

royal navy_ as feamen - - 192;1. 

H 2 S~nce 
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Since J anuary 1776, the number of 

diffreffed Boys c.ollected ; fuch of 
them as were d'ifeafed cured; many 
of w hnm were lodged and fed for · 
a feafon; all of them completely 
clothed, and conveyed to their 
fevera-1 ports to frrve at fea, is - I 909· 

Of whom ient by Magift.rates. 128 
Orphans, diftreffed in the higheft 
. deg ree 317 I 

Vagabond Boys, in danger of be-
coming thieves 39 r 

Apprentices, di·i~harged from theit 
Indentures by Magiihates, as not 
taking to their callings ~ 5 r 

Sons of poor Families, the Fathers of 
the moft part of the1n _being dead 917 

Parifh Boys, when others could not 
be found in f uffi.cient N urn bers 4 7 

19c9 

The expence to the Society for thefe 3 8 30 
Men and Boys, having been £ 975 5, 
leaves but a fmall balance now in hand . 

Not to din1iniili the little fund above 
n1entioned, the Governors make this pub-

6 lie 
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lie and zealous appeal, in behalf of (o 

jufr and merciful a caufe; jc appearinp; 

fron1 this ftate, that there is not a fuffi

cient foundat ion to proceed, without fuch 

aid as may be naturally expected on f-uch 

an emergency as the prefent. Succour 

flowed in liberally during the late war: 

The courage and zeal of the people are 

not changed, and we are yet too rich to 

hazard our fecurity: The Society is by 

no means. in lefs credit than it was: It 

has acquired a political efl:ablifnment by 

act of parliament; and a local fecurity 

by a good and ufeful tenement :-and we 

n1ay with great truth fay, 1t 1s zealou.fiy 

devoted to the public. 

·The whole number of Landmen and Boys 

clothed, &c. fince the commencement 

in June r 7 56, to this day, is 

Landrnen Volunteers 

Diftreffed Boys 

From this view it is hoped, the clothing 

of Landmen Volunteers in time of war, as 

well as Boys in peace and war, with all its 

pious,. humane, and political appendages, -
will 
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wi11 not be forfoken. Many of cs live in 
affluence; many have hearts overflowing 
with humanity ; with underfiandings 
prompting them to fupport every glorious 
caufe. Every additional encou .. agemLnt 
for n1en t0 enter; and every additional 
means of preferving fuch men and boys, 
to render them ufeful in the mofc neceffary 
n1anner, merits our n1oft confiderate re .. 
gards. An expedient fo tried, and fo ap
proved in every light, as this, can never be 
deferted by a brave and fagacious people! 

S u B s c RIP TI o N s are received hy Sir C . .A/gill 
and Co; Jl✓.fejfrs. Martin and Co; Halifax and 
Co ; Hankey and Co ; Walpole and Co ; Fuller 
and Co ; Dorrien and Co ; Gojling and Co ; 
Hoares; Childs; Coutts and Co; Drummonds; 

_ Crofts ; Mayne and Co ; Pybus and Co : alfo at 
the Office in Bijhopfgate-jlreet ; by .rohn Thorn
ton, Efq. T reafui·er ; and by ]onas Hanway, Efq_. 
Deputy Treafurer.. · 
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