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Advertif entent 
. · · -- ·To THE 

ll E A .n -E R~~ 
I r • ""'. -rra H E Author Intend-. Y/ ing, by this Advice · 

~ ·~ · to. one of his Ne-, 
phews, . the benefit of man)' 
other of his Youthful Rela-. 

, 

· tio11s, who are at prefent, or 
are like to be, in the f ami 
Circumftances, hath been 
prevailed on by the confide'­
ration of . the numero11(nefs 
of his · l(indred, and to pre­
vent the trouble of Tranfcri~ 

A ~ bing 
' 



To the ~ader. 
... 

_ bi_ng fundry Copies, to pub_.., 
-liib thef e· - his Infiructions. 
How far-they, witl ~e uf eful 
to other young Scholars, or 
Youth · of xhe Age he is not 
well aff ured; b11t of tl1is he 
is very ~on~dent tl1at as they 

~are · hor1_eftly defigned; fo 
·- t~·ey may J prove by Gods 
~bleffing being feriouily con-
fidered, and diligently Pra-
. ctifed, very helpft1l to Efla .. 
blifu young 1nen in a courfe 
of V ertt1e, and Devotion,. 
on their . firfi arrival at the 
-Univerfity~ and t_o caution 
them againfl: thofe dange­
rous J:\ocks, whereon a mul .. 
titude of unwary yo11ng men 
· · · , have 

·I 



... 

To the ~ader: 
·•have oftenti~es.fplit to their 
temporal and eternal r11ine. 

· T H E fo11r firfi Letters, 
though f11table enough to tl1e 
young Scholar for w l1om 
they were Intended, do not 
feem,· it is confefs'd, in all re­
f pects,calct1lated for the Prefs,. 
and had never troubled it, if 
the original d.efigri of giving. 
fome Infiructions to other 
Ki11dred befi.des this young 
Gentleman could have b-ee11 
well eff etted witl1011t it. But 
fince they are become pub-' 
lick : the chief thing that 
the Author defi.res ( and 
whereof he doth not def pair) 
is, that they may_ contributQ 

A 3 · to 
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To t1,e ~ ader-.-' 
to the begetting of- f orhe 
more reverence and refpe<fr 
tp.an is t1f ual with yo11-ng 
Scl1olars, at their ·firfi apA 
proaches to God's Alt~r,and 
evince the Prepofieroufnefs 
of that extreme which Y ot1th 
r11n into in this carclefs Age, 
11amely, in_ rt1il1ing upon the 
1101 y Sacrament at firfl with, 
out due Preparation, and ,af .. 
tcrwards keep away ( i1n-- · 
le(5 .when the Law and Ct1 .. 
from con1pells the~) 011t 
of pretended Veneration 
to thofe facred 1nyfleri~s,­
which reqt1ire much longer 
preparation. and felf-exami-

1 n~tion ( it mufl be acknow-
-~-- . . _ . !edged 



To the ~a'JeP~ 
✓ ' 

ledg~d) ~rom young Cate~ 
cumeni, than from elqer 
and more underfl:anding 
Chriflians, who are never 
unacceptable· Guefis at the 
Lord~s Table while they 
live in the fear of God, and 
ar~ habitual! y Prepared; 
which when they are, they 
ought not to keep off fro1n 
that holy , Duty unlefs they 
h13.ve other Impediment than. 
\vhat ·arifes from the necef: 
fary and Lawful Bufinef~ 
fes of their Lives and Cal-i 
ling. · . , 

W H A T has been faid on 
tl1is ·account · may partly 
½ologize for the commen~ 

A 4 dation 



To~the ~ader. 
d'1_tion of the Anceflors of 
the Al1thor, and the _young 
9entleman, which though 
a tl1ing more liable to Cen­
f ure ( in appearance) than 
other matters, yet will · not 
f eem _altogetl1er :Grange and 
11nfit to thofe who are 
throughly acq·u.ainted ,vith 
the- Temper and ~irc11m .. 
fiances of the Perf on and 
Family. And tl1e Power of 

- Example being generally 
rrruch gr~ater than that of 
P·recept, it could not well 
be paff ed over in a Difcolirfe 
(Q yo·upg ·men _ who are 
fometi1nes ant to value 

J.: 

them(e,lves upo·n the. ver- . 
• rues 



T<t'the f.R.._eader .. 
tues of ~· ,their Predeccf_; 

V 
• fors. . r 

·A s"_ for the dangerous 
demptations from Atheifl:i- . 
cal Company, ~nd evil Ex­
amples of the 'T"errte_§lius,&c. 
which are ·brought to view, 

. they ought not to deter· 
from an . U niverfity Life, 
fince there · is no· way of 
Education free from the like 
hazarp, and Inconveniences. 
The Corr11ptions and Abuf es 
of the befi things mu:G: ne­
ceffaril y be ·always worfi . . 
And it is no wonder then, 
that there 1nay be fou 1d 
fo1newl1at of that kind in 
a famous, and well-go-

verned 



Tu.;· the~ ~dder ; · 
v:~rned U niverfity. It ought 
indeed to put all young 
StUQ~_nts-- upon .a ,_ g.reater 
g:Qard, _a_nd. oblige them. to 
extraordinary -watchfulnefs, 
!©1} "they are_ unaw'ares in .. 
fnarea ( by tlte f ubtil Ad .. 
verfary of · Mankind ~ into 
too favourable an opinion 
of thofe ways _ and co11rfes 
that are deflru&ive to Ver-- . 

tue, thus· occa-fioning an ex-
cellent courf e to prove their 
Marring which was well 
int~n~~d for tr1eir Making. 
But . by no means ilio11ld 
that, or any thing elf e, 
f1}ght from an U niverfity 
Education, which without 

difpute 



To --the ~ad~r.' . 

Dif put~, · is the ·betl in the 
whole World, mo_re · than 
the -innumerable hazards 
and · difficulties · which do 
attend- ~ Chriftian life,, 
ihould d·eter from the Pro .. · 
feffio11: of Chrifl:ia'nity. 
t S o fat is the Author from 
.decrying U niyerfity Educa­
tion ( wMich to do he 
thinks not ·only intolerable 
Impudence but Frenzy ) 
that no body laments more 
t11an he, the Error and F ol.J 
ly of fuch Parents: as· do 
content themfelves to Edu­
cate their Children at home, 
or under fmall Country Pe­
dagogues (and fuch fomc-

times 

' . 



To tb~ ~4Jer..: 
times who are not only igno. 
rant, but very ill Principled ) -
when they · have ability and­
opportunity to fe11_d them to 
Oxford or Cambridge : A great 
fin. _ againfl: the ·Church in 
general, as well a·s Injufiice 
to their Farr1ily in parti .. 
cular. 

S t1 c H Readers as are 'not 
pleafed with the ·J uvenility 

· of the firfi Letters, nor con-a 
ceive the fubjecr agreeable 
to their pref ent State or 
Judgment, may pick and 
chufe by the Table of 
Contents, f ome matter that 
qetter f utes with their Pa ... 
lateQ Ther~ are fome Points 

of 



T .., ~ ~ 

·To the ~ade,: 
:·of highefl: moment, brought 
to confideration, not un .. 

. -worthy the thoughts 9f 
fuch Gentlemen as have 
left -_the Univerfity, who 
-iliould not therewith aban-

- don Religion. -They who 
:have nothing to do with 
:College or Univ~fity Di­
fcipline, fhoul~ yet be a 
little concerned· - at the un--
' happy growth -~~'-i Atlieifm · 
-and Immorality, ~nd oug·ht 
·not ·. io · defpife feafonable 
Precautions, and honefl: 
Helps againfl: fuch miglity_ 
Evils. · 
· · TH o s E who _ are fo t1n.: 
~appy as~~ ~ant a Calling, 

. or 



1k;k, ~a9ier. 
or laudable · ifilployment 
( whon1 I look ··on . as the 

· unhappidt of. meri --) m:,iy 
take a vie,v ,of the mifchie­
vo11s C?':)( eq11~nces of a11 
idlct life, .4p_d find fome W<tll 

I in~ant Advice arid 'Motives 
to f eek after ·oni, -_ and make 
·a --prudent_ ~hoice ~s -to · that 
partic11lat- ~ ; . _ _ 

11-E R-E alfo they_wl10 de­
.diGate .~ 't:Il '.inf elves to the 
-~amp . m rhe . Co1.1rt will . 
meGt ·with (ome profitable 
.Meditations, as ·well as thof e 
who devote themfelves to 

- the l1onourable Profeffions 
of .Phyt'ick, Law, or Divi~ 
nity. . -All 171ufi think them~ 

felves 



Ta ,~ he ([(,ea.Pt~;; 
f ... • ..1.. ' 

f elves iptercfled Ul th~ pra-
ctice of Piety an,d V ertue, 
~tJd c~_anot 9eny it their 
d:µty to end~~vour after­
(uch a_Pofie a.s- ~ay r.enger_ 
them uf eful in the_ir Gene~ 
ri~ion, 51tld-pr9fit@le _Mvm~ 
bers of the V n~:v-e{~, whjch 
cannot be effected without 
the fincere l1nbracement of 
Religion, the main f ubject 
of the enf uing Letters, de.-­
figned in the firfl place -fof 
the fpiritual advantage of 
young Gentlemen ( ef pe .. 
cially Scholars in the Uni­
verftty, and moll: particu ... 
]arly the Kindred of the 
Author ) and now in the -- ,. -- · · _ __, lafl 



1rol ih/·~acle~ ).' 
. 

lafi recommended to the 
Candour -of the Cot1tteous 
Reader,- ahd _God's bleiiing, 
who can .. by the poorefl: 
means, and weakefl: -Inflru­
me~ts,acc6mplifu his Work,' 
his_ Servants good, an~ their 
Souls Salvationo· 

. i 
., ---

l • 

I >• 



THE 

CON.TENTS. 
LETTER I . 

... ' 

SHewing the Reafon of the Authots Application to 
his Nephe,p; the fweetnefs of a College Life, end his ·obligation to impro'Ve the fame)n order to the 
attainment of Virtue and ufeful Knowledg; with 
aJvice to recei'Ve the Holy Communion, and in or­
Jer thereunto,to betake himfe!f to the ferioui Rea­ding of the Scriptures, and the Study of his Com­
mon-Prayer-Book. Page r 

LETTER IT. 

Laying Jown more particular direE!ions concerning Spiritual Reading,Preparatory to a worthy Recep­
tion of the Holy Sacrament , proper for t1, youn,-; Man, that never hath Commu'!Jicnted in his Life. p.r6 i 

LETT ER III. 

Setting forth the Confiftency ~f the pre{cribed Method of Devotion and Reading, &c. with a young Scholars courfe of Jfudy~and Progrefs in Learning, 
( ~) 'J)}ith 



/ 

The Contents. 
,vith {ome Reftecl:ions upon the ufefulnefs of 

Faff mg. p. 19 

LE t TE R IV . 

.Recommending to the Jbung Scholar awther Method 
of Jpiritual Reading more brief than the farmer, 
,Pith Jome wh.olfom · Advice an_d DireElions to 
perfirm thio important work [ the ftrft Dedication 
of him(elf to God at h¥ Altar J in a profitable 
manner, and with due . care and circumfpeElion. 

p. 41., 

LE tr ER V. 

TVt1rni11g again.ft Temptations, uJua!ly Incident ttJ 

young Scholars )anJ more particularly the difficul­
t/ of their owning a Courfe of Vertue · and Reli­

gion. p.54 

. L tI T T 1i R VI. 

Fcrtifjing the young Scholar againft the danger of 
bejng corrupted in hio Principles, efpecially by 
lviw of an Athei.ftical Spirit. p. j1.. 

- I LET r ER V1I. 

T, ·eati7:f. of due fubmiffion and fubjeEfion to thofe 
who have the . Government of Touth, and the 

i~fif(,rl l\TetJigenc-e of Jome Parents, School-ma­
' ftcrs, anri 'futors, wit~ the ill . confequence 

thereof ._ p. 84 
LET-



- The· · Contents: 

1nciting the you1.1:{Gentliman to imitai~. (~e '7ilert1«i 
of his .Ancejfor-s~ , · · · v • - p. Io_; . .. 

Expref]ing the excellency of the Vertue of FrHgality, 
with f ome Dfrecfions relating thereunto. p. I 16 

L li TT ER. x. 
Decla1-ing the greatn-efs of the fin of Prodigality, anJ 

the miferies that do attend the bad example of" 
People qf all Conditions, in this Profufe Age, on 
that account. p. I 30 

LETTER. XI. 

<f;)J,Aofi.~ig the Extravagance of the Terra:-Filius.,&c. 
I p.147 

LETTER. XII. 

Directing the Choice of a particular Calling. p.170 · 

LETTER XIII. 

Exhorting to keep clofe to the Church of England 
· together with fam,Cautions ngainfrMr.Hobs •. : 

t p. 187 
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;lldrer Gontehts.: / 

L E f T E·R: XJV. 

Co,,eem;n~ frequmt CommUtJ-ion, and th~ gooJ 
EMample of Cathedr~l Cht1rches, in that Par­
ticular. 

}{ . 
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'~!:,:.Lettef'i'ef Advice .· 
~ / . . 

• 1 r • ,.. ~ ~ "' ~ ~ ,- . ~ I 

1_o; a young Gentlfman upon hh fir.ft Ad-
J • mi j]ion in~o. a -C O L L E G E ; in the 

r UN ,IVERS IT°! of O ~X. f ORD. 

. . .... 

L .E TT ER. :I.·. , . . 
Shewing the reafon of the Authors Application to his 
· Nep~ew; the fweetnefs of a"College L~fe~ and his 

obligation to improve the {ame, in order to the at• 
tainment of Virtue and ufeful Knowledg ; with aJ .. 
rvice to recei'Ve the Holy Communion, q.nd in order 
thereunto, to betake himfelf to the ferious Reading 
of the Scriptures J and the Study of his Ccmmon 
Prayer-Book. , . 

My Dear Nephew, . 
~H o Providence hath placed me-· 
. ~i_:· v_ery Re1noce , far from the , 
place of my Birth, and Abode of my 
Relations, yet I cannot efteem my 
felf f o Infignificant a Member of my 

B Family 



1, Counfel and Directions, 
_Family, as to be wholly 1:1ncQ119erned 
in tl1€ Educ-afi0n of my Kindre-J. Tho 
they ~re not part qf my f l~~k~ nor f o 
immedi~tly under my care and con­
dµa, ~s_the People of my Parifh,yet l 
C?nceivc .. tp~e_ dotµ (b~~ .\ db~~g~tion . 
he on 1ne_ , not only· to·. aff otd them 
my good wifhes,but my beft affiiliince 
thy way of Advice at leafl:) in order 
to the good Reg~lation, of their Lives, 
and the Salvatiqn of their Souls. _ 

G o n Bath ble{fed me with a 
gre~ter nu~ber than ordinary of 
Nephews, and Nieces , there being · 
~lready f prung 1nore than f ourfcore 
Perfons from my Father and Mother 
[ your Grand-Father and Grand-·Mo­
ther J their Loins. And ~s fundry of 
the1n are already , by die mercy of 
God,r placed .-in a very publi~k Stat.iQn, 
t:o, do fervke to God, and his Church,. 
~J1eir King, and '~0unt~y ; . f o you afe 
· · not 



· Moral and Divine. 3 
not likely, I conceive, to be lefs cort­
fiderable, than oth~rs of your Paren­
tage, by having betaken your felf to 
a Gown, and a Collegiate Life; and 
being a Member too , of one of the 
fineft Foundations poffibly Magdalm co:~ 
that may be found in Europe, lege. 

and which as it had an E1ninent Foun­
der' hath fent_ forth tpto the Wi Iliam of 
World , many great Men wai?tker. 
F ainous in their Generation. 

Yo u do,Nephew, already, I hope, 
begin to relifh the fweetnefs of a Col­
leg~ Life ; which m~ufl neceffaril y be 
to any ferious, and f ober young man 
in an extraordinary 1neafure delightful. 
A,nd I together with your other Friends, 
do ple-afe our felves with expectation, 
that great Fruit will redound fro1n the 
fame, and that we fhall experience in a few years, tha~ your manner of Life 
will be no- lefs profitable , than 

B 2 plea-



4 (aunfel and DireElion.r; 
pleating , in rendring you .capable of 
thofe kindnelf es that your Parents and 
· Friends intend you ; if you do not 
f ruftrate their Pious Defign iri. fending 
you to a Univerficy, to qualifie your 
[elf with -~ligion and Learning, · by a 
right ufe and improvement of thofe 
bleffed Opportunities, for the Attain­
ment of both ; which you there 
epJoy. , . • 

I name ~ligion hrfl:_, becaufe it is 
n_ot only your Duty, in the firfl: place, 
to feek after it , but by reafon it fhall 
be my prefent bufinefs in this Letter to 
advife you concerning it; forbearing 
to give you any particular infl:m6l:ions 
concerning -the Study of Philofophy, 
fince you are not only under the Con-• 
duel: ·of a very ab]e Tutor , but that 
God ha~ bleffed you with a learned 
Father, who cari much better than I 
difcharge that Province : and of both 

· whofe 



Moral and Divine. 5 
whofe Counfels I befeech you to be ve .. 
ry obfervant ; yol!r Duty to God re­
quiring you to be v~ry puntl:ual in the 
doing of your Duty towards them. 

I F yqu hope ever to f ucceed happily 
in your honefE defi~ns, and endeavours, 
you mufl: firfl: look up to God, whofe 
bleliing makes all things prof per, and 
maketh Wtfe as well as (BJ_ch~ Prov.10.n. 

As fR$ligion ought to be a Concomitant 
of your S~udies , f o is ic indeed. the 
main End of them. y OU cannot be 
either good Chrifi:ian or good Subject 

.- 1ivichout it. All the Learning in the 
world , or ocher Accomplifhmencs fe­
paraced from the fincere pracl:ice of true 
Reliigon , and Devotion, will only 
capacitate men to damn themfelves 
and others, with greater Arcifi<;e, and 
Cunning, ·, ·_ 

W H AT~ o ~ v ¥ RGalling,or courfe 
of Life, you propofe to your felf, be 

. B 3 fure 
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6 Counfel and 1)ire8ions,. 
f ure to begin the fa1ne with the Pra~ 
cbce _of Religion. I do advife you 
therefore at y0ur fidl: entrance on a 
courfe of Study, to feaf on it ~N"ith De­
votion, offering your felf up to God, 
with due preparation , at his Altar, 
Sealing· alt your Pious Refolutions to 
endeavour to become a go_od n1an , 
and a good Scholar, with tl-1e Blood of your · Redeemer. Which · impor­
tant Duty you ought to perform with much more than ordinary Care and 
Circumfpection, fince you have never 
been f o happy ( I underfiand ) to be 
admitted, as yet, to the Reception of 
. the Holy Sacra1nent. 

- F o R the better Accomplifhment of 
all thefe good ends, and purpofes, and 
n1ore particularly to fit you tor the ho-1 y Oury lafl: mentioned : I do befeech 
·you , that among your Books you 
would not forget_your :Bible, the Fou~-

ca1n 



Moral and Divine. 7 

taiqJ6f all trµe Wifdotrt, and Chrifl:ian 
~~_dt\!'ledge ~ And this being a thing 
propierly within my Sphere, permit me 
t_o give yt,ti the fame Couttfel that was 

-give~ trie when I was a young man in 

r.he __ ti.niverficy, 11:amely to begin , and 
eiid the day, with .fotne fpiritual Read­
ing, .eipecially_ of the Holy Scriptures; 

which I found exceeding profitable un­
to me, art4 which you wil find ro be 
fo to you likewife,if you be ferlous _and 
diligent in this Religious Practice. 

W H.A T I recommend unro- you · 
here may be done without any hind­

rance to your Study of ,Philofophy;for 
you may allot fome time( one half hour 
_at leafl:) for the Reading two Chap­
ters it1 the Bible, in the morning afc~r 

your fix-a-Clock Prayers; And if you 
add another half hour ( or quarter at 

leafl:) in .Iteading the ~' orks of cfae 
Fam.ed Authot 'bf the \vhole Oury of 

B 4 Man, 



---- 8 Cqunfel and 1>ireEtions 
' -Man , · Dr. Comber on -_ the Liturgy ; 

or Dr. Hammond's Practical Catechi(in, 
( which Bo~ks I defire you :to bijy on 
my Recommendation) or fome _other 
well-chofen Practical Book, you will_ 
take a good thriving courf e for your 
Soul. And all this you may di[patch 

, in the Interval bet\vixt your Chappel­
Prayers an~ the appointed time for 
'13reakfaft in the <;:ollege, before you 

, enter upon your other Studies , for 
which there remains time f uflicient 
(well irnployed ) betwixt that_ , and 
eleven of the Cloc;k, the ufual time for 
Dinner. 
. I N the Summer time if you love 
early riling , as well_ as I did when I 
was a young Sr1:1dent , you may di­
f patch what .I recommend unto you, 
1ometimes,before Morning Prayer,and 
when you can do fo, it will be mµch 
the better ~ for yQu w~ll t~ere by gain 

an 



Moral~and 'Divin~. 9 , 
an hour to be added to your other hours 
every morning, and to be imployed in 

' order to the ·Attainment of Univerfity 
Learning. ~ 

B Y f uch a Practice as this ( I mean 
by reading two Chapters every morn­
ing ) if you read likewife one Chap ... 
ter every evening (which may be out 
of the new Teftament till you have 
read it.once over) you will go through 
the whole Bible in the fpace of a .year. 
Which Task if you impoie upon your 
felf ( being no ways iriconfi~ent with · 
your other defigns)I dare affirm that it 
_will be highly advantagious to yqu. . 

AND as I 'do advife you now ,in 
your Y ouch ( a moft proper time for 
you to Remember your Creat_or in) to 
familiarize to your felf the h6ly Scrip­
tures , f o as to be no fi:rang~r to the 
Hifl:orical part, the matter, or phrafe of 

_ your l3ible, and f uch holy Rules as do 
1mo!t 



1 o Counfel and Direllions; 
moft par~i~ularlt co_ncet11 , your Age 
and cond1t1on of L1 e : So Would I 
have you in the next place very well 
to acquaint your [elf with your Com­
mon-Prayer-B9ok, and not to efteem 
it as a Book appropriated co the Cler­
gy , or only to be looked oh ; in a 
Church or a Chappel; but to judg .it 
worthy ~f frequent and ferious perufal 
and ufe in your S~udy and Retiremehts, 
viewing and examining it f omecimes 
with · ferious conlideradon and liberty 
of thought , v:_rithout which you can 
never difcover the excellency ,and value 
of that ad1nirableGompofure. 

Di. Comber ,the· Author of thofe excel­
lent Tteatifes on che Common-Prayer 
(who is my intimate,and bofom Friend) 
has often told me, chat his manner of 
fl:udying that_ Book, which produced a 
Treatife fo ufeful to the publick, e1n­
plored hirp with great induftry for the 
. fpace 



Mor al and Divine. 1 1 

lf paceof fix years; and which Study he 
looks on, as the chief labour of his Life. 
Certainly it was chat, which hath made 
him a very confiderable Church-1nan. 

I have endeavoured to fhew in a 
f mall Piece that I Printed, that it is the 
duty of all Chrifl:ian People, a.s well as 
Priefls to ¥ fl:udy their 
C. h h S . d ,,. I mean not to 1J1t,dtr~ 

UfC ervtce , an ftand th, exprelfions,fer 
that they have a con- tbry-arf exceeding piafn 

and tafi.e ( otberwi[t 
fiderable Part to Act in thel would not fuit; 

~ • ' wub common Pr11.ytr) the obf ervat1on of the b11t the a{tJ of Unifor-

R l f h . L. mity, tbe RubricJu, th! 
U es O t , err Iturgy. matter and method ; 

And I dare confident- the defign and H~ftory 
of the Boot ; wbir;h tfJ 

ly affirm that a right be w_ell done u a wore_ 
of time. 

Ufe , and Study of 
that incomparable Book ( which ~on­
tains all necefTary heads of fpeculative 
and practical Divinity, and hath been 
fealed with the Blood of many holy 
Martyrs) will of it felf b~ more pro­
fitable , than · the Reading of ·the 

greatefi: 
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greatefl: pa.rt of the Books of Divinity 
and Devotion, that are exta~t, and of 
great Reputation. _ . 

I. have been the larger in my advice 
concerning your Study of the Bible and 
the Common-Prayer-Book, fince it 

.may prove the befl: Preparative, that I 
know of, to your reverent and devout 
Reception of the Holy Sacrament , 

•·, whereto I do in the name of God ex­
hort you with all convenient f peed : but 
fince you have never yet in your .Life , 
been 1nade part-aker of that privilege, 
I would by ·no means have you do it 
with Precipita~ion. · . 

I T is my cufl:om in my Parifhes 
(at?-4 I do advife the fame in my ~rch­
deaconry) not to admit the Youth to 

-- the Lords Table , at the fidl: time of 
their Reception-, but at the greatefl: , 
and mofl: iolsmn Fefi:ivals , narnely 
Chrijbnas, Eafter or Whitfuntide, which 

· · have 
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have extraordinary times preceding 
them;injoyning young Communicants 
during the feafons of Advent , Ler,t 
&c. to' apply themfelves with great 

. · diligence to the exercife of private , · as 
. well as Attendance on publick Devo­
tion. • 

I T is a gref1t unha ppinefs of our Age, 
which I have often bewailed , that 
Y ouch in mofl: places are admitted to 
the Holy Sacrament without fufficient 
preparation , by way of Infrrucl:ion, 
indeed fometiines I fear without being 
either fo much as Confirmed, or fit for 
Confirmation. 
. A F T ER young People are duly 

fitted for the Sacrament, and have once 
Received ; I would have them Receive 
very often, and the oftener the better. 
But 1ny opinion _is , that Youth are 
better to flay a little too long , than 
rufh on that holy Office withoi1t due 

con-
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confideration ; · which may poffibly 
be your Ca(e. · · 

Y o u hav~ ftaid fo,mewhat longer 
than is convet)ient; bu, fince .yqu 
have done fo, I •pray make it' your bufi­
nefs fo mu.ch the more to . come as you 
ought: with a good meaf ure of Chriil:i­
an knowledg , and fl:edfafl: Ref oluti­
ons to live ve,rtuoufly. And that fo 
go~d a ,vork ( one fpecial bufinefs of 
your Life ) may not b.e flubberred 
over, I conceive, you will not do a­
mifs , if you , that have fl:aid thus 

. long, fray a little longer; and pitch on 
_next Chriftmas day , for the time of 
your firft Reception of the Sa~rament 
of our bletfed Saviour's Body and, 
Blood. A high Feil:ival whereto our 
Church ha.th great refpecl: , affigning 
thereto a Preparatory time of Devoti­
on ; Advent being in f ome ref pect , to 
Chrijhnas, as Lent ~o Eafter. 

THt: 
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T H E more particular directions 

concerning the times and manner of 
your R.eading and preparation,iliall be 
the fubjecl: of other Letters, which you 
fhall hereafter receive from me; intend­
ing to continue forne Correfpondence 
with you, and your Tutor, ( fending 
my mind from time to time in ,vri­
ting) till I have done all that hath been 
defired from me , in reference to the 
fi)iing you ·on a gpod Foundation Qf 
Piety and Vertue, · or ~an be reafonabl y 
expected by you or your F~iends, from 

' . . -

. .. 
; 

( De~, Nephew) . , 

To~r 4ffeElionate 'l;nc/10 

• I 
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L E T T E R II. J • • 

· Layi.,,,g Jown more particular Jir,ellions _concerning 
Spiritual Reading, Prepar(ltory to a wor~hy R_ecep­
~ion of the Holy Sacrament , proper 'for tt young 

· · -Man, that never bath Communicated in his Life. 

MY D. N. -p-0 R the 1nore~ effectual perfor-­
. - mance of this good work(where◄ 
jn I offer you my aliifl-ance. as we~l as 
I a111-_able by· way of Letter,) to wit, 
the furniihing your Head w1th Chrifl:i­
an J(nowledg , and your Heart ,vith 
true Devotion, you will do very Pi­
oufly_ to allot f ome more time,betwixt 
Michaelmas, and the Fefl:ival of our 
Saviour's Nativity, than what has been 
already mentioned, in my £rft Letter, 
for f piritual Reading, and the exercif e 

-of Prayer : viz. <>n Sundays, and Fefti-
- vals, 
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v als, and their Eves, whereon as the 
Church addeth to her Publick O.ffices, 
ic would well become all her Children 
to add to their private Exercifes. 

o~ every Lords Day, and other 
Holy Days, it \vill be very eafie for 
you to fecure fome Hours, both in 
the Morning and Afternoon, for 
Private Prayer, Reading of the Scri­
ptures, and the other good Books 
which I have _already 1nentioned, 
amongft which excellent Treatifes I 
dorecommend unto you in a particu­
lar 1nanner, The whole Duty of Man, 
( the mofl: generally Ufeful Piece that 
this late Age has produced) and the 

· third Part of Dr. Combers \Xlorks, na1ne­
ly, the Companion to the Altar, vvhich 
I judge an admirable 
)(.. Help to the Communion, * You maJ, if yo" 

bavs Leifure, read a!fu 
another (mall Manual 

fliJed, A help ro Communicants, and written by tht wor­
t 1JJ Dr.Patrick D. of Pet:erborough3 which being po)table will be 
4 ·uery fit Vade mecum, htreafter ejpeciallf> when JOii are t11 
( ommunicate. 

C and 

---
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and 1nore profitable ,cl1an [ undry ochet 
Books defigned for the fame pur-­
pofe. 

FoR vvitho11t all difpute fuch Forms 
and Exercifes of Meditation and 
Prayer, as are bell: fitted to di[pofe us 
to offer up to 'God in a fpiritual man­
ner the Church-Prayers, are the 1nofl: 
Eligible ( the main end of Private 
Devotion being to difpofe us for the 
publick Duties of God's Houfe, ) and 
in this refpect· thofe Labours upon tht; 

Communion Office well deferve your 
moft ferious perufal and confideracion, 
becaufe they do perfo_rm this Task in 
an excellent manner: For I am very 
well aff ured that no devout Perfon 
can read over confideringly the Do­
ctors Analyfis, Practical Difcourfe, or 
Paraphrafe of any one of the Forms 

· belonging to the Com1nunion ( or 
any other Office of the Liturgy ) 
without being capacitated to offer 

them 
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them up to God in the publick Cele- -
bracion, with better Devotion, greater 
Inlargements, and more Profit, ( than 

' otherwife ) to his o\vn Soul. 
AND therefore after you have on,ce 

run through the wlJole Duty of Man 
( \Vhich I would have fidl read over) 
I advife you to perufe the whole Of­
fice of the Communion, as it is Ex­
plained in the third part of the Book, 
,vhich I have already mentioned, fl:i­
led, the Companion to the Altar. 

THE ti1nes vv hich I have before f pecified, \Vill be abundantly ( ufficient 
-without any Lett, or Hindrance- to 
your ftudies, co pertorm thefe Tasks 

_ afligned you, and al[ o afford rea-­
[onable time every Day, to read fame 
Portion in the New Teftament; which, 
it is very defirable, chat you fhoul d 
before you Receive once read through.,_ 1 

ly over with good Confideration, and 
Attention, takirto a very parcicttlar ~ . C 2 v1e\v 

J 
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vie\7V of the Virt~es, which did fhine 
in our dear Lord and Sa vi our' s· bleffed 

· Life, and Death) to both which you 
ought to refolve to endeavour to con­
form your felf, when you approach 
unto the Lords Table, to be made 
partaker of the Holy Sacra1nent of his 
precious Body and Bloud. 

I \Vould not willingly in1agine but 
that you had . already ( being arrived 
to the feventeenth or eighteenth year 
of your Age ) read at leaft the Neiv _ . 
Tejlmn~nt more than once, together 
with thofe generally approved of, 
Practical T reatiJes recornrnended. But 
I would advife you, notwithftanding 
you may have c\one it,(and poffibly to 
good purpoie ) tq do' it however once 
more, before you co1ne to the Lords 
Table:, for fundry Reaions. 

];idl, Y o u n1uft be fuppofed 
to be at this tirne ( as I -a1n 
fure you ought to be ) 111 a more 

ferious 
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ferious T ~m per than ever heretofore 
in your life. You are come to years 
of Difcretion, ~nd put into a way to 
attain qnto Religion, and Learning, 
and all necdTary knowledge,Hu1nane, 
as well as Divine, which gives you a 

. fair opportunity to }ay a good foun­
dation for Eternity;, and f o your pre­
fent _ reading of thofe Books . may be 
much q1ore eff ect:ual than your 
farmer__ peru(als. Things of great 1 

• importance may eafily efcape a care­
lefs and inconGderate lleader, which 
may 1nightily affect the fame Perfon 
at ~nocher time, when he is Religi­
oufly and <devoutly difpofed, as I 
hope you are at • prefent ; nay, 1nufl: 

. be before you can Com1nunicate with 
profit an_d comfort to your Soul. 

Secondly, You · having now Reli­
gion particularly ·in your view, an~ 
rlie Comtnemora_tion of __ your Savi­
ours death upon the Crofs ( \vhich 

C 3 \Ve 
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we do al\vays fbe,v forth when we 
Celebrate the holy Eucharifl:) thofe· 
things that relate more efpecially there­
unto, and that do, in : a· parcicular 
manner, concern you, will be apt in 
your reading . ( if yo_u re~d with due 
intention of mind ) '-to leave deeper 
irnpre!Iion than ordinary upon your 
Spirit, and be much more eafily un­
derfl:ood by you, and improved in 
order to your bett~r preparation for the 
holy Sa<;:rament,. · 

Thirdly, Go o_n men do find by 
experienc:~, that it is the nature of the 
Scriptures, and fpiricual and divine 
Books' to pleafe .( as \Vell as profit ) 
f o much the more by how much the 
oftner they are read,. and that they do 
require feveral Preparatory Perufals in 
order to the receiving confiderable pro­
fit by the reading of them. 

A s you do affect, and advance on 
in, V erru~, and peyociqn: f o you . \iV ill 
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,vill difcern the Beauty, and difcover 
more and -more the Excellencies of the 
holy Scriptures, together \Vith the ad­
vantages that you may reap fro1n the 
frudy of them, as well as the means 
and method ho\v you may read them 
with more profit for che future. 

I have been cold of a good old 
Church-man, \vho ~ffecting Piety 
from his Youth, had Propofed to 
himfelf to read over the holy Bible 
one~ every year ( a commendable 
Pracrice ) and lived to perform the 
fame f oudcore times in a Regular 
Courfe, befides his occafional reading 
of f ome Portions thereof, is his flu­
dies and Deyotions did require ; and 
did declare that, every time he read 
over the Bible, he difcovered things 
innum~rable, new, and of . gre1c im­
P.ortance, that had ef caped him in 
tormer readings, which afforded him 
incredible delight, as well as profit ; 

C 4. and 
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and that thefe difcoveries ,v hich If peak 
,of, were 1nade _ not only in his confi­
deration of the obfcure anq difficult 
T exes, ( vv hich required mighty ftu­
tly ) but in the reading of chofe places 
that \Vere rnofr plain and eafie, 'A1hich 

-he thought he had throughly com­
prehended at the firfl: view. 

No Book (-it is certain ) that ever 
was, or ever \vill be, Compofed, will 
bear reading like this '.Book of rBooks, 
the 13ook of God. But I dare aiTure you 
that the incom1_?arapl~ L~turgy of the 
Church of England will ~o -it in an 
extraordinary \1nanner ( efpeciap y our 
Co1n1nunion Office ) Coin piled \Vith 
fuch ex_traordinary Wifdon1, mature 
J udgmenr; and cornprehending the 
very Q1enteffence of the chiefefl: 
Seri ptures relating to chat Duty, and 
f o ad1nirabl y digefted for the ufe of 
the Church of God, in her · Publick 
\,'{l orfhip-, as \vell as the adv·a~tage 

., of 
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· of underfl:anding Chrifl:ians in a main 
p2.rt of their Private Devotions, that 

. it may. be very j11fl:ly efi:ee1ned as f u­
table a Companion in the Clofet as to 
the Temple, and at the Altar : All 
which will: more evidently appear, if 
we confider~· it, with . many other 
Notes, Reflections, and Difcourfes 
thereon, publifhed heretofore, and 
now lately rendred with other parts 
~f the Book ·much more-pleafing and 
profitable~ 

AND among the practical Books 
,vhich late the Age has produced, to in­
~ruct, and engage us in our Chrifl:ian 
Duty, there is none that I have met 
withal, which de[erves ( as I have 
~inted) to b_e preferred before the 
\Whole Duty of Ma~, and which will 
f o well bear ·the frequent reading, no~ 
only of an ordinary Chrifl:ian, but ~. 
learned Divine ; that I conceive it~ qo 
unreaf onable nor unprofitable - T ask 

, · ,_ · \vhich 
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which is recommended in the very 
Title Page of the Book, namely, to 
read it ov~r thrice a year, in tl)e Family, 
or, ia the Clofet; J:?.1Uch lefs, what I 
recommend unto you, to \ivit, that 
you would yearly do tb~ f a1ne, once; 
and that, this holy Practice may com­
menc;e, at prefent, from your defig­
nation to renevv your B3:ptifmal V ?W 
at the Lords 'Table. 

I T is a Book that, highly 1nerits not 
only to be read, but well digejled ; and 
whQ[oever would keep to the confl:ant 
reading of this one Practical Summary 
of Chrifl:ian Duty, ( allotting f ome 
ti1ne 'Areekly, if ndt daily) till he 
had made it his -own, would find 
abundantly 1nore profit, than from 
the fingle Perufal ot every Treatife of 
that · kind ( though \Vell perfonned ) 
that fball from time to time happen 
to be publifhed. 
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I do not think it neceff ary to de­

fcend co any more particular Directi­
ons than thefe concerning yourexer­
cife of ·oevotion, either bifare you 
approach to God's Holy 1-1able, ot 
when you are at it; of that fort you 
will find very pertinent and u[eful 
Rules-in both the Treatifes before 
tnentioned, only I fball comrnend ro 
your more thorow confid~ration the 
IntroduEtion to the Companion to t~e Altar, 
and the latter · Part of the fecond 
Chapter of the 1¥hole Duty of Man, , 
( which explains our Vow at Bap­
tif m ) and the third Chapter, whi~~ 
treats wholly of Preparation to the 
Holy Communion, together with th~ 
Preface concerning care of the Soul ;, 
which lafl: is fo admirable .in ics kind, 
that I would by no means have it · flipt 
over. 

Thefe 1)ire.Rions fhall fuffice at pre­
fent, as to the Times and Manner of 

your _ 
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your Rea~ing. I am· better pleaf ed 
( and it rn~y _ be more· to Edification) 
_to fet~d you frequen~, rather ·. tp.an 
over-la~ge L_e.tters. . The next £hall be 
to ibevv the Confifl:e11cy of fuch a 
Method,as I propofe \Vith your prefent 
Circumflances, which together \Vith 
1;11y other care and Concern for you, 
will ferve to evidence that I am very 
fine er el y, . 

Sept. t~ 
1684. 

. , 

Your-alfeffionate Vncl~. 

LETTE.K 
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LETT E R. IIL 

Setting forth the Confiftency of the pre{cribed Method 
of Devotion and Reading, &c. with a you~g 
Scho·tars courfe of ftudy ,and Progrefs in Learning, 
·)l)ith fame Refleclions upon the ufefulnefs of 
Faffing. · 

My. D.N. _ 

I Pr0mifed in i;ny laft, that I would 
i~ this Letter, endeavour to evince 

the reafonablenefs of the Method of 
preparation for the Holy Communion, 
which I propound to.you. ~ · 

Now that you -may difcern that the 
Tlsk which I impofe on you;· is no 
very difficult one, . nor any ways in­
confifl:ent with your ordinary College 
Studies ; I fhall demonfirate it by 
comparing the particulars of the Duty 
enjoyned vvich the time allotted 
for th~ 'performa~~e ; ~amely, from 

· Michael-. 
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MichaelmM day· to the Feafl: of our 
~ord's Nativity. · 

As for .-Example. 

Fa o M the one Feafl to the other 
you have 87 Days, and the whole 

New ·TeR:ament con-
* 11Jt tiailJ pracUct tai only 2 5 Ch df reading two Chap. ns 9 ap-

ttrJ oiit of the Old Te~, ters ; _f O that if you 
flamtnt, and ont ollt of d ~ h L tht 'New, rt-commended rea :. C ree Cnapters 
p. 7, and ,. may be h d h N T 

I omitted till. ynn have eac a y' t e ew e-
r-eceived, and bt btgun a t -jy ·11 be d. with tb.£ New Year. n:amen \v I l..: 

f patched in the time. 
The whole Duty of Man confifl:s 

only of feventeen Chapters, and if 
1 you. fhould add te the Sundays, that 

will happen in the thr~e m~nths fpe­
cified, the intervening Holy~days ( in­
clu1ing MichaebnM day ) it ,vill make 
up the aforefaid Number; and thus if 
you do -bur read one Chapter on each 
of choie Days, yqu will go through 

this 
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this· Treatife likewife: And this Duty 
may .ye_t be made more eafie to you by 
all.igning fome p4rt of Saturday Af-. 
ternoon and the. Eves of t~e Holy ... 
days ( as I have already intimated ) to 
fpirKtual Reading. . 

LA s T _LY, The other Treati[e that 
I have in a particular manner recom-
1nended to your reading, as it is with 
the other three Parts abridged in one 
Ocravo lately publiil1ed, ftiled Short 
difcourfes upon the ·whole Comm0n Prayer, 
( which will be f ufficient for you to 
read if you want leifure to perufe the 

--larger-Volu1:ne) will not take up very 
many hours to be thr.<;>ughly perufed, 
and 1nay with great eafe b~ dif patched 
in one Weeks fpace, without any 
obfl:rucrion of your ordinary Devo­
tions, or Bufineffes of the d,ay. So 
that all required, you fee, may be 
finifhed \Vithout Lett of you~ fl:udie§ ; 
w hicb I hope~ nothing will prevail 

with 
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·with you, when you' are ~n-health ·of 
body, to lay afide. . · . ·· ~ 

0 N E half hour, daily, in the mor­
ning; and a quarter at night will f uf­
hce for the reading of your Chapters 
in the New Teil:ament. An hour in 
the Morning, and ~nother in the 
Evening, of every Sund~y, and Ho­
ly-day, ( at l~afi: with an hour on , 
each of their Eves ) will f uffice for 
the reading of the longeft Chapter of 
the . whole Duty of Man; and one 
hour every day in the Afternoon will 
fi1ffice to ·finifh your Task in the 1 

Abridg1nent before mentioned, "'rithin 
the fpace of five o~ fix days. 
. T H u s· i~ is very clear, and evident 
that 1Tiy defign in propofing a Method 
of fpiritual Exercifes, to prepare you 

· in an extraordinary manner, for the 
folemn Renewal of the Covenant 
which you entred into with God at 
your Baprifm, is confifl:ent with the 

prefent 
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prefent Circum!l:ances of our Life, 
and will rob you of none of that 
time that is neceff ary for a Scholar 
to employ to rriake a progrefs in 
Learning .. 

B-u T if it did, it would not be 
bla1neable, fince it is for . the accom­
pliil11nent of fo excellent an end, as 
may procure a f pecial Bieffing upon all 
your future ~ndeavours ?,ilq Undert4-
kings; whjch you ought to devote 
to GodJ and confecrate, by the fin- · 
cere perfor.mance of this Duty ( which 
you cannot longer omit without Siri., 
and Scandal) wherein you have an ., 
opportunity to offer, and prefent 
thein unto God, together with your 
felf, Soul, and Body, to . be a Rea-

- fonable, H_oly, and Lively Sacrifice 
unto him in whom we live, move, 
and have our being, and fro~ w~.0~1 __ 
are all our expectations. of iuccefs, in 
~~~~(~e~e~ we go about, which 

D al\vays 
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, al\~ays fucceeds the better, when it i' 
_oegun iq the ~ name of . God, an 
Prefaced wifh the Duties of Re-
ligion. ~ .· · . 

_. THE profit which would accrue to 
yot1r Soul would abundantly make 
·amends, · if it did fnatch a little time 

, ,from fome of your Stu1ies, till you 
have perfe~ed this good work : But 
·it is ·not at all 'neceffary for you fo to 
do ; _ for you fee, as the matter is or­
a,ered, there. is a great .deal . of time 
~that ·may .be fecured for this purpofe, 
-without-fa 1nuch as claf11ing with your 
neceffary Recr_eations : which I !hould 
( indeed ) ad vife you to fhorten fome­
times rather' tpan your Studies, or to 

~be·very moderate in them, fince --it will 
be a thing very decent, and congruous, 
and a very reafonable act of Self-de­
f?-Ial, and Mortification, while your 
fhoughts · ate taken up in the fl:udy 
and exercife of repentance, ,vhich . 

IS 
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is one of the Graces that is neceffa­
rily required to quabfie you for the 
worthy partaking of the Lords 
Supper. 

A N n to b.e very. pruden~ and mo­
derate · in yonr R.ecreations, at your 
firfi coming to the Univerfity ( efpe­
cially thofe that you {hall ufe out of 
the College ) will be \ be,neficial in 
avoiding a multiplicity of Acquain­
tance of other Colleges, which can 
hardly be fhunned ·by any one that 
diverts himfelf much ab~oad ; and 
which every ferious, and ftudious· 
Young man \vill. feel t£ i'be an extra­
ordinary irnpe.di1nent to J his· Progrefs 
in Learning . 

. N £ x r to Moderation· in your -Re~ 
creations, which may contribute much 
to the good husbanding of your time, 
I fhall recommen.d as another expe­
dient, on chat fame acc:ount, the de ... 
nial of your felf a Meal- fomecin1es,, 

D· 2- [a 
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[ a Breakfafl:, or a Dinner, once or 
twice ~ Week J for which Wednefday 
and Friday f eem the mofl: proper 
days. This can be no injurious courfe 
for your Body, if you are ( as I fuppofe 
you t.P b~ ) a ·healthy. young maµ, but 
yery profitable to your Soul. 

HER 'E\ B Y much time is certainly 
gained fo'r fpiritual Reading, and 
Prayer, and it will accufl:om you by 
<legrees tq the Re!igious duty of Fa.­
fling, ( very fea1onable before the 
holy Sacrament, ) whereon our bleffed 
Sa vi our fets f o 1nuch fl:refs, as to lay 
down particular Directions for it in 
his Sermon upon the Mount, ranking 
Religious Fafiing with the other two 
important Chrifrian, D11ties, Prayer, 
an~ Ahns-giving. 

T H. 1 s is a Oury, I G:onf els, in this 
'Age fallen , into lamentable contempt 
among ChriR:ians, and God· knows 
it is to · the fad Detriment 0f Mens. 

Souls,. 
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Souls, but will never be wholly dif­
regarded by the devouter part of the 
World, · neither can be without too 
,notorious a cont em pt of the Pri~itive 
Piety, and example of the b~fl: Ages 
and Chrifi:ians. 

0 µ R o\vn Mother is a great Friend 
thereto, and he is none of her true 
Son~ that does contemn it : She doth, 

· by her enjoyning of Lent, and othet 
days of Failing and Abfl:inence, )11:-­
vite her Children to . the Practice of 
the fan1e, as a Duty of high Repu­
tation· in the pure.fl: Times of ch~ 
Church, and very nelpful to Peniten~. 
~ential Devotion. 

I T i~ not po{Iible for a young Sc;;ha ... · 
lar, that is not Mafl:er of hi~ ~wn 
ti1ue, and bu{inefs, bur under Con·-: 
Juct, and Government, and Hable t9 
the Difcipline of his Houfe ( which are · 
performed on days dedicated to the 
exetcife of R.epentance as well as 

D 3 . others) 
, 
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otheri) to give himfelf up -wholly 
and frequ~ntly to fpiritual · Meditation 
and Prayer ( as thofe vvho have more 
leifure ) on the Churches days of Fafi­
ing and Abfrinence ; but to em ploy, 
now and then, that ti1ne, which he 
,vould have fpent in Feeding, anq 
Recreating his.Body, in the refrefhing 
_of his Soul, is a · thing very pra~ica­
~le and proper, Jand ,vill not be alto­
gether neglected by a \Veil difpofed 
a.1:d devout Young 1nan; e!pecial1 y 
at fi1ch a feafon as he is preparing hi1n­
felf for the fid.l: reception of the holy 
Sacra1nent, . which all Novices in De­
~otion, C?ught _to have in their vie\v a 
very conGd_erable ,v hile before they 
pr~f ume to partake thereof. 

No inconvenience, that I know of, 
·can enfi.1e herebv to a Perion co1ne to . • ✓ 

your Years ; your Body ,vhen in 
health will very vvell bear it; neither 
will there be occafioned the leafl: 
\' impedi~ 
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impediment to your fh;1dy ; which 

will be rather promoted by that feri­

ous tern.per of Soul, y6u 1na y, in all 

·probabi~ity, attain to by your difcre~t. 

exercife of Devotion, in an exact and 

regular performance of your [ piritual 

Employments, engaging you to go 

about your Studies, and all other 

things you undertake in the fear of 
1 God, the beginning of Wtf dam, and 

1nofl: infallible means to fecure Gods 

bleiling. ~ 

T I-i u s by keeping once . or twice 

·a week in your Study while others are 

in the Buttery at Breakfafl:, or in the 

Hall at Dinner, or walking, accbrding 

to Cufl:on1, in the Fields, after their 

Meals, you will fave 1nore than two 

hours time ( a very confiderable por­

~ion of the day) for the buGn~fs of your ' 

foul; which added to the hours already 

prefixed, will give you a great deal of 

Latitude in the perf onnance of your 
. rI·' l 

D 4 . .. ,1S 1.( 
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Task, and fu~ci~nt liberty, not .. only 
to read your [ pir_itual ~ooks with great 
<;onfideration;· and· dilrberat~on,- but 
proftapl.Y to ieview (uch 'Pl~ce~ a? may 
ch~efly .affecl: you/ or· ao in 'any ·par~ 
~icular 1nan!ler concer!1 you. -, · · 

BY f uch a coutfe a~ this, if yoq 
~haf1:_ce to flip . any· · of . your fpiritt"ial. 
Tasks ar your other _ _intended hours 
of perfotman·ce, you may regain it 
\Nhen you pleafe, by doing no· greatet 
:penance than denying your ielf a 
(Brea~fajl or a Dinner' 'll hich I did ex­
perience ,vhen I was in Oxf·ord, to be 
a very frna}l · Mortification, tho'ugh I 
vvas hardly fo flrong a young man 
then as yot1 are rto\V. · · 

AND as you n1ay to good purpo{e 
}'Glct:ife this .Duty f orneti1nes bet\/fvixt 
this and Ad,,uent, io· \Vould I have you 
b 1 no rntans to ·01nit fi1ch a kind of 

,. J 

F~tfhng;, d11i-ing that feaion, \Vhic'h 
anany devout Chriftian~ do, accoi~:difig 

to 
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(Q the Examples of former times, dedi .. .' 
cate to extraordinary Devotion: fome 
re1nains of which ancient f iety we 
have,bleffed be God, {till among us, as 
namel Y, Ser1nons in * At York throi:g& 
r h d l >f.. Adveat (lS well M 1ome Cat C ra S on Lent; at ca·ncerb~ry, 
111. ednerda,1s and Fi, rida'\IS tZt tht I(ings Ch(lppet, :J' "J "J and in tht City of 
then as well as in Lent j London thr,ugbLenr. 

both which Times of Devotion did 
in former days enjoy not only Prayers, 
but Sermons daily ; whereas now it 
is tq be feared, · that in mofl: places in 
the Cou~try~· a~d · too ofceo in Cities 
( ·excepting . the City of L~ndon, Cathe­
drals, and Co Hedges) th~y 'enjoy not f o 
1nuch as Pi~yers: a well what I write: 
you fhall again in very fc~ndalous 
omifiion. Confider a few days hear 
fro1u, · 

Sept.r+ 
· 16 8.1:. 

My D. N. 

. Your affectionate Uncle. 
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... 
' 

LETTER IV . 

Recommenling to the young Scholar anothe_r Methot! ' 
. of fpiritual Reading more brief than the farmer, 

with. fome wholfom Advice and DireBions to 
pe~form thu important work [ the fir ft Dedication 

· of himfelf to God at his Altar ] in a profitable 
manner>and with due care and circumfpetlion. 

~ My D. N. 

'" )I" ·fi'H A T has been faid in my ' v· V lafl: Paper 1nay be fuffi­
cienr to evince, that ~he Puties impo .. 
fed may eafil y be practifed, in fuch 
manner, and at fuch ti1nes as I have 

· prefcribed; but I will not fl:rict]y con­
fine you to ft1ch a Mode and Method 
of reading thofe Books. For poffibly 
it may be 1nore profitable to read d 1e1n 
in the manner following : 

Firfl:, B E s 1 D E s your courfe of 
reading the Script~re; i. e. perufing 

three 
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three Chapters out of the New Tefl:a­
ment each day, ( t\VO in the Morning, 
and one ·in . the Evening, or elfe one 
in the Morning, another at Noon, a 
third at Night) I would have you 
read f ome Por~ion daily ouc of the 
Hlhole 1)uty of Man ( as much as you 
can with convenjence) till you .have 
read ,·it quite over, and fo you may 
difpatch it in l.efs than a 1nonth. 

Secondly, T H AT you would ob-- · 
·ferve the fame Method in reading over 
the .Abridg1nent of the Companion 
to the Altar, till you have compleady 
finiilied that likewife : Mar king down 
in a Paper fuch things and places as 
may leave molt impreffion upon your 
fpirit, and \vhich may very well de­
ferve a fecond vie\V, and 'further ex­
amination at your ordinary hours 
allotted for Devotion, or at foJne 
other fit times deftined for this very 
purpofe. 
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A N D- i~ •. w1~1·: :nof . be _amifs if you 

take the . faiv.e i co~rfe .in the reading 
over~ of .~~l,e .iphole -Duty of Man, at 
-prefent, · ?~-.·any Prach cal ( or other) 
·Books hereafter~ . it being very requi­
fire, before- one cari dif cover ho\v to_ 
.make a right ufe_ of a Book. in order 
to the \vell digefting· thereof, to take 
fo1ne preparatory vie\V or views in a 
continued coude. without many iq.ter­
rupt1ons. 

T ~ 1 s lafl: Task ,vill not take up 
half fo much time as the former ; f o 
that you may gain a confiderabl~ f pace, 
before Adveni, for a thoro\V confide­
ration of the moft ufef ul d~ings and 
·places ; . and for the ma~ing fo1ne 
Schenie, or drav1ing up fome Method 
of your ovvn, to enabld you with 
more eafe and profit tq execute, du­
ring ~he ayrroa~hing time. of_ Devoti­
on, -i1:ickinJunct1ons as you fhall meec 
vvithal in readin.g : which feafon I 

,vould 
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w·ould have you dedicate • tQ;·,the· de-·· 
vout practice of fhe pious Rules· ~nd­
Direetions you have learned: ma~~ng 
next Advent a · kind of Lent ( I 1ne~(l 
i~ point of Devotion !ather th~n 
Diet) not forgetting . on W ednef day~ 
and Fridays, _or -one of them at leafr, · 
to Faff as well as Pray, and· increafing 
in the exacrnefs of your f piri~ual Ex~:. 
<;i[ es as Chrifim.as dra.ws on.,- · A • • -

The time that I have allotted y<?µ 
for your preparation. is, I con(efs, very 
large, but the _Duties :which I haye 
enjoyoed you, · very eafie to· be pra­
ltifed .( by a willing mind ) arid 
not propo~tionable to the length of the 
t1n1e. 

IN the Exercife of Devotion·1 would 
have you flrive to do what you f~t 
about, weH, rather than aim at the . 
doing of much, with.out iny prefence 
or intentio_n of ~ind. Little reading 
~~~h m~c~ ~~~~~ing (~-~ ate ~9!~ h

1
y a 

, . ate " - __ _.. 
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late Prelate of our Church ) is a rnore 
probable way to make a man learn­
ed than very much reading without 
due Reflection and ·Confideration : In 
like manner, fhort, and freqt1ent De­
votions performed with due care, 
and a good difpofic-ion of mind, is a 
more ready courfe to be devout and 
holy than muc·h longer ones fhufHed 
over without f ufficient concern how 
well, or to what end they are done. 

S o long a fpace of time as three in-
, tire months will give you great 0ppor­
tunity to 'ruminate , on thofe things 
which you meet withal either in the 
Scripttire., or other ·Books, that are 

, befl: Calculated for the Meridian of a 
youqg· ftud-ious Gentleman, a Mem­
ber of a-College : as well as to reflea: 
on the End of your being f ent into 
the world, and to a Univerfity. 

AN n -indeed a very confiderable 
Portion of tune is requifite for 

the 
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the effectual Practice of fo large 
a Method of Examination, and Pe­
nitential Exercifes, &c. as the Author 
of tl;e whole Duty of Mar;, prefcribes 
in the third Chapter of that ·Treatife: 
which I conceive to be -chieRy de­
figned for Perfon·s before their firfl: 
-admillion unto the Lords· Table : So , 
many Rules and Heads -of Medita­
tion requiring -much more time than 
a conflant Communicant -can allow 
0£ · < -~ I 

B t1 T - for thofe that are · in f uch 
happy Circumfiances as you -are, by 
the advantage of retir~ment 'into a. 
College ( the chief defign whereof is 
to give men an opportunity to get ufe­
ful Knowledg, and practife Devoti­
on ) to g~ , through f uch a laborious 
Task with eafe, they · ,vill do very 
well to embrace fo bleffed an oppor ... 
tunicy, and 1neans of Grace, as you 
are earneftly invited to by this well-

meant 
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_meant ·Adyjce, Which I do, a_t this• 
~hange - of your life~ (?Ut of _ my 
good will and . -great aff~cl:ion off er 
you. • :· . ·. 

I F you do this good work well anq 
'throughly· as you ought · a; your firfl: 
_approach to the B~ly Euch~rift; hear­
ti~y ref olvirlg to _liye a vettyous and 
religious life,and _rt> go ab~u t all your 
Studies, and whatfoever ·you under­
take, in the fear of God, you may 
_with the more _ confidence and affu­
_ranc~ _goto the Holy Sacrament, as 
eften a~ ~od's Providence, and your 
condition of life fhall hereafter giv~ 
you an opportunity_ to p~rfoFm _ that 

$ _]Iow frequtntlJ .holy Dqty ::.JI without 
men. ought to Com- [ O niuch altuat prep a .. 
municate fha!l be tbe .. ~ ,,_ • ' . h ,..' : · r 
fubjtll 1._a, liftfnCf. r _r~tlon, ( ~ at 1S to 1a y' 
Letter~ · · •~ ~~ .. ~~ ~a?firtg-, Jy[editcJtion, and 

t~e ufe of Forms oj(yfayej-) as are ufually 

-~h~µgj~~ .~~-c~g-a~y ~ . -
, 

..,. - ..... I . • _. .,, . ... 
Hav1Nci 
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H A V 1 ~ G onc:e, through the , 111er-

cy of Gaj, obtained a habit of Re­
pentance, Faith, and Charity, _ & cs 
you may ,vich lefs· pains, and in le1s 
time, actually prepare your felf; for 
hereby your ~t!-ding, Meditation, ~n4 
<Pra1ers will beco1ne more Efli~a­
tiokls ; and a few hours \Vill better 
dif pofe a Religious Perfon, that is \Vell 
acquaint~d With the Exercifes of De­
votion, co CornmuniGate, than feve ... 
tal d~ys will fuch a one as is a great 
fhanger to thefe Ducies1 as well as to 
his Heart and Confcience, , 

A good and vercuous life is the befr 
Preparanon, and he that doth heartily 
endeavour' f 0 to live, is never altoge--­
t:her unprepared to partake of th~ Sa­
crament of his Saviour's Body and 
Bloud, tyhich is defigned ·as Phy­
fic~ for all finGere, . penitent finners, 
who may be termed·fin-fick~fouls, and 
have moil ne<Ui, .. pf f uch a _ St1vereign 

-
- · · E Remec;ly, 
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Remedy, and may with great corifi­
denc~ Ry unto their Saviou~, fi1:1ce he 
calls unto him all f uch as la·boui and a.re 
heavy laden, Mat. 1. 1. 2 8. 

I T is not the . neceff ary J,ufinefs of 
Mens Lives and Callings, ( which it is 
th_eir Duty to_ perform ) that doth ren­
der them unfit to come to .the Lords 

· T able, but Inordinate · Affection, . aL-
. lowed Love_to_ the Greature, .and wil­
ful Acts of fin u_nrepented of; which 
jQdeed do. render us fo to joyn -in 
any, .of the Prayers of the, Church; 
fince no rnan can fay f o rrnuch as· the 
,Lord's Prayer,: i!l an acceptable man­
n~r to Goq, and profitably to his 
Sou_l, that hat9 not a fi:nc;:ere habit 
of thofe Graces that I have lafl: men-
tioned. ; _ , :, . · 

_Y~ o u fee, -then,, tpe great Benefits.of 
fuch a Preparation as I invite you-to, 
and as the Author of the Whole Duty 

of Man ·prefcribes; which fuppofes 
not 
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not onlr. the Infqr.m,ation of the Un­
derfiandi_ng -in ~he qe~dfary Point§ of 
Pra~ical Religi~l}, -but a f aichful Ex­
_aminati9p/ of . 09~ .~onfcien<;es; and 
dilig~nspiry-int~o~r HearF~, till we 
difcover- whether ·,ve· have in. Tn1th 
~nd · Sin~iricy _the · cfrac_~s of. F:iith. an4· 
Repent3nce; ~liich~ are Indifpenfable 
~alifications of ~ -~ ~~_rthy . q9µ1mu~. 
n1cant. . - . -W HI c H . Task; requiring confi .. 
derable Pains and Time; is . not fo 
Incuml]ent upon a_ fin1cere· Chri~ian, 
( having.once do~,i~-) as t4at he o?ght 
to run through all ~~e _.fame ;Road_ of 
Duties, -and . Performances ev.ery _ time 
he recei~es the Eucharift; o~ that . he 
fhoulq_refrain from ,[ u~h a9 ~fi.1P9ftant 
Duty, , ( w~ich ~lw3:ys b;ingf~advan~ 
tage to a fincer~1 Sou_l. though) J~ver f o 
imper-feel:_ ) ., m~re1 y; , ~~caufe ~ ~ ~ , . h_~~ 
not time ,~0. r~pe~t. ,all th<?fe extetna-I 

erfor~ntn~~s, -: wpich were ;' chiefly 
. E 2 d~ 
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-defigned to pr-0dtice· thofe Habits 
Which he is now Poffeifor · of in fome 
degree ( or oth~rwi-fe is not yet a fin .. 
Ce-re Chrifl:ian) --and whi:ch · de confri­
tute him a Member-oft-fl~· Catholick 
Churc~;:{· ~hat ~ Bcidy whereof Chrift 
Jef4_s~ i-s·the~ead-} ~y uniting him to· 
Chrift. by Faith, ahd to Iii~ C-l].ti9:iaa 
B~etnretr by Charitr. ~- · ---··- :·_ 

F o- R Ch_rifi:ians, th_at are hy the 
hleffi'ng ;_ of Go~_, oo-ce m~tl€ zfa .hap ... 
.PY as_"· ~Q Be furniflied wita Oyl in 
their ,.L~ps, n~e~-~- not upori every 
occa-fi~ go-a.ga111,; t~- blty i-E, . but ra­
rhe_f .-ta-ke ,_ care, t:hat. by _-:. feafon~Je 
.Triinmuig of· .them; ~hey~ may be 
always- kept -~u-rfhng; -a~d fo long 
as the~y· ire f~, -- i:hey will n~v~F be un-­
:fit to acicfui.p~y die -Bridegr~oJn-. · 

l N likel 'manner-you,. if y01:1 are by 
the grace ·of . Gq9 ·con vincdd~ of the­
.Vanities of Y ou~h, 1 ~ancl the madnefs · 
and dange~ of a - viciou~ Courfe _of 

Life 
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Life , bew{).Hing not only your Cor­rupt Nature, but all 'the actual Sins · that you have committed- , ( which , ( tho you have approved your felf a very civil ferious young man) cann0t but be many in the fight of God ) de­voting your felf to Gods Service, and refolving to 1-nake R.eligion, according to the Counfel of our Sa v.iour , the firfl: bufinefs of your l,ife ; you oug~t to efteem your felf a. Child of G~d, and dear unto him, as that you \Vill aiways bee ( [o long as you continue thus difpofed ) an acceptable , Gue~) at this Celeftial Banquett, wqere you 1nay l?'eaft with· God , and pis Holy Angels, to his Honour an~ your own unfp_eak_able Comfort.. . - D E F E R R I l'i G the further ad vice,' I intend you for _ your future ..C~n­ducl:1 rill you have put J thef~ djrecti­ons in Execution , · I- com1nerld min~ 
• • • A • 

• E 
3 , and 



5 4 Counf~l ind_ DtreElions, 
and your honefl -in;entions ,. a.nd en.:_ 

.- deavo~rs, to Gods Grace, ~and-refr. . 
I 

St, Matthews 
day, 168+ 

\ I i 

,. . 
, ,• vr • My~~-'J\G 

. ..; , . . i ~ • ~ 
~ 

o/our a(fif.iionttte·Vncle,. . . , ' 

j 

Wttr~!"~ aga'inft Temp ·ations) _t1.foally !71cif ent t; 
young ScholarsAnd more parttcularly the difficulty 
ef 1their ownipg a C()urfe of Vertue and Relig,jon. 

My._b~N. 
I., 

H A-v ING. in fome former Let- . 
t~r~ fjnifhed all the Ad vice , 

which I thought neceifary to give you, 
concerqing a method of Spiritµ~l . 
i:e~ding , Prep~ratory to the Holy 

·· ~acra-- 1 
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Sacrament , . (not unfit to be Practifed by Young Scholars before their 6rfl: 
Approach unto the l,ords Table) ~nd as to particular directions concerning 
your privarepevotions inunediatly be-
fore , and your reverent behaviour at , · 
the Communion, having referred you 
to fo1ne ufeful Printed Treatifes , I 
£hall proceed to the giving. fo1ne far­
ther Cotinfel concerning your beha vi .. 
our afterwards ; that your chief 
endeavours throughout your \¥hole 
Life may be, to perform thofe Holy Vows you have fealed with your Savi,.. 
ours Blood, in confonning your Life ~ 
( as far as you are able ) to the Life 
of Chrifl:J ( the grand examplar of all true Grace and V ertue ) and the 
Holy Scripture, the rule and fquare of all our Aetions. 

AN D that you 1na y not be deterr;;-l ... from a farther Progrets in Venue, anct 
Devotion , a.11d fhame d out of the [c,_ 

E 4 rious 

\ 
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rious practice of Religion (and con-4 
fequentl y out pf your Salvation) by 
th~ i9le , un~dvi(~d , and propha11-~ 
youth of the Age ( of which fort I 
fe:..r you \vill meet vvith too many ) 
I £hall in the fi~ pla~e labour , by 
Gods afjft:ance, to fortifie you againfl: 
thofe dangerous Temptations , that 
young Gfndemeq, in a llniver~ty or 
elfewhere, do qrdinarily meet withal, 

\v heq they fet about th~ 
E ccl. 

2
' I. practice of Religion_ in h~~r-

ty good earrieft. 'lt,{y Son if. thou come ta 

Jerve the Lord , prep~re thy Soul for 
'Ton pt ation. · 

.L 

· l have knovvn fundry yqung meq 

!ent up to theµniv~rfityof yery toward-
1 y Dilpofitions, an,d f weet Inclinations) 
in all appearance, ft1ch ~s might have 
~eco1ne very u{eful in rhejrGe~erations, 

.,.onfiderable Infl:ru1nents of good unto 
the- W orld,and great Props to Religion; 
y.vholby contagious,Co!lverfatio~· ~er~ 
· , · , n1c1ous 
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nj,ious Example, and Diabolick Ad-­
vice, have been prevailed on at length 
to Enter _ into the ways of Darknefs, 

__ and afterwards to walk.. in the CounJelt 
the ungodly, and at lafl to ft and [ o bol -
ly in the way of Sinners th~t they have 
in a {hort time Arrived to the Scorners 
Ghair ; that is, have become def perate 
$ijlners, Villains of the firfr Magnitude, 
the very PeB:s -0f .a Kingdom, ~pen 
Oppofers of R.eligion and V ertue , 
perfect Renouncers.of God and good­
pe[s ( nay of common good Nature 
~n<l Huinanity ) in f o egregious a 
manner, that it will be difficult to 
'find out for them , in former Ages ,. 
even. among Turks and Pagans, any_ 
Parallel. 
~ AN n there haying been not only 
ma?Y fuch great Qemonfl:rations , o( 
the ,wonderful Degeneracy · of men in 
this late Age, but that I have taken 
:ver.y particul~r notice of ma11:y lamen-:, - -- - - · - tab 1 e 
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table Inll:ances , among 1ny very Ac­
quaintance and Contemporaries (f on1e 
of w horn I cannot think of without 
iliedding Tears) I _fuppofe my _felf in 
a very peculiar manner obliged to 
warn all .the Youth that may any 
ways , relate u~to 1ne , or are under 
JnY Conduct_, left they be enfuared 
into thofe dangerous Paths that Lead 
down to t~e Chambers of Death. 

0 N E of the fir.A: and moft dange­
rous Temptations that Youth(well de­
fcencled) are li~ble unto, is, · to fancy 
that the Practice of Religion , and 
Devotion· is inconfifrent with a Gentle"'"· 
man. That the young Debauchees of 
our Age do think f o-, is plain from 
their indufl:rious rejecting of both, 
giving themfel ves wholly up to their 
full fwinge of Vice, and. Leudnefs ; 
and that there are too many, with­
in the Walls of moil: Colleges , [o 
corrupted in their Principles , as well 

a~ 
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as Practice, as not to be contented on-1 y to bee Vicious themfelves , but to ufe their . b_efl: Rhetorick to prevail with all their Companions to be f o like,;vife, I fear, you will have too f oon . experience. · · 

. T a E befl: preferva.tive that I know of againfl:_ fuch Contagion, or Anti­dote to expel any. Poyf on, which you, through the frailty of Y ouch, ibould chance_ to fwallow, is, the frequent reading of the Holy Scripture , and Prayer to God.; by the one you will · dif~over not only the deformity of Vice, . but the arniablenefs of V ertue ; ,and by the other you will obtain ( if .you are fincere , and diligent t~re-in ) not only fl:rength to refifl: the ordinary affaulcs of your Spiritual En­emies, whereby multitudes of unwa ... ry Youth do fall, but receive Divine Light to difcern the Divel in his Tem­ptat~o~s : ~?e mofl: dangerO!JS of ~~ich 
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are chofe, wherein he transfonns him: 
felf into an Angel of Light, and re., 
comrnends Vice to young Lads un◄ 
der the colour of Vertue. 

You may learn of the very Hea~ 
thens, that Virtue is the truefl: Nobili"" 
ty, and Vice the mofl:~nfa.llible mark 

· of a Clo\vne Many of them thought 
it not allowable for the Rafcalicy · to 
.be fottifhly vitious, when among -us 
Chriftians, (to our everlailing fhame) 
it is many-times become thedifbnguifh ... _ 
ing Charall:er of Gen_tilicy. . 

T H E works of Seneca , Cicero ,' 
· . EpiEletus, and Hierocles ,vich fun dry 
.other ( which I do not doubt but your 
_worthy Tutor will recommend here­
after to your reading) will abun-
. dan~ly confirm unto you this trµth : · 
. that \Jy how m uch the better your 
,extr~ion is, fo µiuch the greater _is 
your obligation ,to_· b~ eminent in 
Virtue. . - ., . 
I. -

Bur 
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B U-1' fince-Moral Verrue is but 
a frep to true Godlinefs and Chrifiian 
Piety ( and it is· not to be expected 
that. you iliould learn more than that 
from the School of Jriflotle, or Plat() 
&c.) I do conjure you to open your 
eyes. and take a particular , and full 
vie\v of the Virtues chat drd lliine in 
tne Life and Death of the Son of 
-God the Saviour of the World ; the 
hell: of Patterns for a Chriflians I-· 
mitation. 

H R is tbe W a,,:the Truth and tbe Life.; 
whofo follows this our infallible guide, 
1:ake~ the mdft c:xpeditio~s Courie , tQ 

be truly Illuminated; foas to fe·e plain~ 
ly wlaereintrue. happinefs, doth.really. 
eonfifr, and which is- the mofl: direct 
Pµh -leading thereuntoo . 

·, W HE 11i i F o R. £ -as 1 hav_e- already 
defire~ that you will not fail to read 
ever { at. }eaft ). the new T eftamenc , 
before- y-Olf CGmmunicate--; to I do - . .. ·-- -- --- ~----·-·--~- -· . ·- ·- in.-trea.tr 

I 
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. in er eat you, chat you wilt -take moil: 
efpeci~l notice of the 'Writings of the 
Holy · E vangelifl:s; .and· very pattic,~la:r:­
ly thofe of.-Sc .. Afatthew, · wherein you 
will find our Sa vi ours Sermon on the 
Mount ( the befl: Bo4y of -Chriflian 
Philofophy that ever· was.extant in the 
World.) Pen?d down more .largely 
'than elfewhere; as alfo .our B1effed 
Sa vi ours Pailion fet forth more parti­
cularly than in · the ~other Gofp~ls ; 
And among other matters of .moment 
be · fure to ~cake heed ·that ~ you d9 · by 
no •means , Oip · over· that imp9r~ant· 
Threat : Whofo denyr-th me -before men, 
him alfa ~ wilt~l deny ·_ bef9re · my -Fq,ther 
wbich ·u iry Heaven ; whichr you, .. and 
every one, · will do, if yo1J are afham' d. 
to own him fo,as fajthfullx t.o Practife 

~J;6~~pt.s~ ._as ~ell ~s :0_ p~~fr~-, ~~s 
· _ A· N n._ chis ~ emptarion,- -nam~l y-_ the 

diffi,ulty to defpife the.'!hame of: the 
. ·. World, 
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World, being a very fore one ( and 
a Block over which you mufi get , 
fooner or later, or you-- can .make no 
Progrefs in Virtue) I £hall dwell a 
w bile thereon , and furnifh you for 
fuch a purpofe, before I proceed, .vyith 

• f ?me Choice and Pertine~~ Sc:(iB ... 
cures. _ 

I ~ the Evangelical . Prophet lfaiah 
( who was of himfelf nobly defcend­
ed being of the Blood Royal) we are 
very pathetically diff waded chap-. 5, 1. 
v. 7, 8. Fear yee not the reproach of. men, 
1Jeither b~ af r:~id of their revilings. 

F o R the r!JOth jhall . ~at them up like 
a garment, and the w9rm _::- foal/ eat them 
like wool : but my· righteoufnefs fhall. _ be 
for ever, . an~ my fah1ati9n from genera~ 
ti~n to generation. . .✓•,; •• , _· • 

AN D again at the ,. 12th. __ verfe. 
-----Who art thou, that art afraid of a 
man that Jhall die, and of the Jon of man 
which jhall be made a-s Gr.ifs? 

AND 
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, A N _n forgetteft tl;e Lord t lry maker 
that' hM ftreiihea forth the 1,eavens, and 

_laid . t1'e foundcitfort of the earth·. 

. 'F H E s £ and .f undry- other precepts 

( yea and exa111:ples too: p-articularly of 

!fofes and 1)avid-) to d(dpift reproach,: 

you will find upon Record ih the old 

Tefra.ment, ____ .; as alfo in fome of the 

Books of the Apocrypha, namely, 

the Books o'f Wifdoni and Fccle/iafticus : 
whieh fince . the Church· honours f o 

much as tel read fometimes publickly 

in die Cc,ngregation_; ( for our 

infl:ru&ions in · manners · not the efi:a-
, 

hliflring any poi_rtr of Docrrin ) and 

pe(mits to· be 6ound up tvith the 
B1ble; ought to ·be feriQ~Y, and_ fre~ 

quenrly perufecl with greater ref p·ea_ 
than other ,vriciqgs , exc~pt the Cario~ 

rticaf Seri ptureS<.. . 
AN 1> if ~~~tf exa.!tiine _th~ New 

TeA:ametlt )1<?11 will alf o find many 

te1n~rkable plates, both in the Go[pel91 

ana 
- ' 
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·and the E piftles , to incourag1... us to 
glory in our Chrifl:ian Profeilion. · r0 u 
will perceive a benediction pron?un .. 
ced in the very beginning of St. Mat­
thew's Gofpel to all thofe that fhall 
fuffer Reproach for the name of Chrifl:, 
13lejfed are ye ivhen men jhall 

.1 d ./ .{, fl Mat.5 .11. revue you an per1 ecute you 1 a1 e-
ly for rny fake, rejoice ancl be exceeding 
glad for great is your reward in Fleaven, 
for Jo perfecuted they the Prophets that 
were before you. 

0 F this Chrifl:ian Magnanimity 
St. Paul was a notable example, I am 
not ajha1ned of the Gofpel of· Chrift ( fays 
he ~m. 1. v. 16 ) for it is the power of 
God unto falvation .. 

AN D if any man lay under greater 
Temptations ~han another to be afha­
med of the Go[ pel it was St.Paul. Y ou'l 
do well to confider how he was -
:Treated: a large Catalogue of whofe 
Sufferings f or-liis Zeal to Chriftianity 

-- ~ you 
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you find in 2 Car. 1 1. from ver.2 2; 

t er. 3 2. He was :Beaten, Imprifoned, 

/ Shipwracked, expofed to a thou/and Perils, 

and yet not at all difcouraged in his 

Duty, but inftead thereof 1o much 

more inflamed with a fervent Love 
. , 

to Chrifl:'s Religion, . glorying in 

the things which concern his Inhnni­

ties, yea, in his very Bonds, I take plea-

Jure ( fays he Chap. 12. v. 1 o.) in In­

finnities, in <RJ!proaches, in Nc,~jfities, 

in Perfecutians, in Diflr~/Jes fer ChrijFs-

-fake. He was even proud to follow 

the Captain of his fal vation, though 

it was, even through a Sea of Bloud. 

Bu T leaving other Pertinent · and 

Powerful places to yonr o\vn obfer­

. vation in Reading ( which I heartily 

befeech God to blefs, and make 

effectual, fo as to ,Nean you from the 

. Vanities of the \Y/ orld ) I iliall fee 

the e1ninent F,,xample of St. John the 

E vangelift bef9re your eyes, to . pro­
voke 
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voke yon to e1nbrace, and O\Vn Reli­gion,\vith a Chrifl:ian Refolution now 1n your younger years. 

St. John did ( as I \Vould have you - do) follo\v his Saviour in his Youth, dedicating the . Me1nbers of his Body and the FacLi'lties of his Soul to De­votion before they ,vere defiled with fin. For \vhich re.a[ on it is conceived he became fo dear unto his Saviour as 
to be fi:iled the _:Beloved Difciple, and to have the honour, at his lafl: Supper to lean mi lJis Mafter' s r:Bo/om. ' 

·NE x T to the holy Scripture,'! ca~­not conceive chat any Book is like to be more Prevalent. and PerfuaG ve .., ' with young Gentlemen, to ow_n <%ligion, and the fl:rit"t practice of V ercue with Chrifiian Fortitude, than the incon1-parable Piece of our late Martyr 'd Sovereign, written during his Solitude, and Sufferings ; where, ,vith f undry remarkable Patfages,worthy of notice, 
F 2 in 
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in relation to the late Wars, you will 
find a certain £train of Devotion, fcarce -
ever reach'd by any but the holy Pen­
men. 

C E R. _ T A I N L Y it will be very 
difficult in any Age of Prin1itive Pie­
ty, and impoffible in this lafl: Pro-­
phane one,to dikover either Prince, or 
Prophet, tuned up fo divinely to the 
1nalodious Harp of holy David. 

I was fo ·happy, as firfl: to meet 
with that Pourtraiture · of the befr of 
Princes, when I 11v3:? a young man 
( as you are ) _in the Univerfity of Ox-
ford, and it had 1nighty force on 1ne; 
and fo it will, I hope, on you ; to 
difcern a Sovereign Prince to be as good 
as he was great, and to value his Con­
fcience more than his I(jngdoms. 

THE Example as well as the 
Writings of that Pious, and Royal 
Martyr hath proved a £landing Ser-
1non, not only to the People of 

England, 
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England, but to a great part of the 
Chrifl:ian World; who do as much 
admire that unufual Pitch of vertue and goodnefs which abounded in that 
Gracious Prince, as they do abhor 
the Barbarity of his Subjects, who, under the pretence of Religion, Mur­dered him at his own Door. 

BE s I D E s the knowledg of things therein contained, and a provocation 
to Religion by one of the bell Ex -
amples that the World ever enjoyed, 
you may much improve your felf, by 
frequent reading of fo excell~nt a 
Cotnpoft1re, as to your Stile. 

I T will be commendable in you 
to fet before you, in chis Particular, · and in all oth,{r your Endeavours; the heft and highefl Examples; and con-• fequently you wjll do very \vell to 
flrive to Naturalize unto you this 
Princely fl:ile, as Majeftick ( as a cer­
tain Writer does very well expreis ic ) 

F 3 cu 
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a,s✓ tl7e Crown he wore, and ao free front 
AjfeElation as Le,-uity ; though i~ n1a y 
be too juRly feared, that f uch a flight 
is hardly attainable, by any, but fuch 

· an extraordinary Perfonage, in as extra­
o~dinary ~ircumftances. 

Concerning which choice Work, 
( \vhich I hope you \vili fo heartily 
affect, as, in fo1ne fmall Volu1ne, to 
make it your Pocket Companion) 
I fhall fay no more, at pref ent, but 
tliat you ,vill take care to read it fid1, 
( and often) in the Language where­
in our excellent Prince \Vrote it ; for 
though it may be a very commendable 
Curiofiry to read it in any, or all, of 
thof e Languages vvherein it is 1-.ran- , 
fla.ted, yet you cannot expect [o much 
Pleafi.1re and Profit fro1n · [o doing ; 
fince there are divers reafons why a 

-' fr;:1nCTation of this Book, \Vherein 
.· n1cfl: things fce1n to be fnguL:a~, and 
· out of the con1rno1 Road, rnay, 

' . 1nore 
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·more than others, come fhort of its 
Original. About New-years-day, I 
pron1ife that you fhall not fail to re­
ceive , fome farther advice, which I 
hope you will efl:eem no bad New­
years-gift, nor il! t~fl:imony of the 
affection of t 

St.Thomas day. 
168.4. 

My D.N. 

Your 'ajfeEtionate Uncleo 

Poftfcript. 

I Have not writ to you a great while 
becau[e I ,voul~ not interrupt, or 

burthen your thoughts with f uch 1nat­
ters, as may be ieafonably enough 
confidered of after your Reception of 
the holy Comtnunion. And though I 
fend you no\v ne\v matter; yet I 
,vould not have you trouble your {elf 

F 4 with 
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,vith more perufals of this Letter than 

_ 011e, till Chriftmas day, and the D~ties 
of the F.eafis be over, for which you 
have been thus long preparing your 
felf. I pray God blefs you, that i_t may 
be to fome purpofe. - · 

l 

LETTER VI. 
Fcrt~fying the young Scholar again.ft the d~nger of 

being corrupted in hio Principles, efpecia!ly by 
Men of an ·Atheiflical Spirit. · · 

My D. N. 

·T· HE Temptation laft fpok.en of 
being \Vell got over' though 

· you be too H:rong ~o be laughed out of 
your good Refolutions ( as young Men 
tregueQrly are ) yet you will be liable 
to be ~orrupted in your Principh~s, or 
cooled •in that Zeal which is neceffary 
to ma~e a Progrefs in Virtue, by a , . . 

certa111 
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f-ertain Gang .( who in my time did 
abound, and I am affraid may do in 
yours ) in whole Converfation there 
1nay appear fo1ne tolerable Civility, 
~nd vvhich proves mighty taking 
ofcenti1nes to young Scholars, be­
caufe it is 1nixt vvith much Pleafan­
try, and Wit; but is in reality ex- · 
ceeding injurious to the right Educa­
tion of yo11ng men . in the true Prin­
ciples of V ertue, and R.eligion, and 
found I,earning. · 

T H E s E · you are to take heed of, 
lefl: you are inf nared before you are 
a ware into an Intimate Converfa­
tion, v;hich you cannot eafily fhake 
off, with thofe who will allow of 
the practice of many parts of Mo­
rality, but hate true lleligion, and 
Chrifban Verrue : making it their 
Divertife1nent, in their private Clubs 
with their Chronees, to quefbon the 
linmorraliry of the Soul, nay, the 

~ery 
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very being of their God: and plea­
:fing themiel ves, I fear, f ometimes in 
being the Devil's Factors ; making 
it their bufinefs to corrupt the choiceH: 
Youth with their evil Principles, 
which lead to down-right Atheifin : 
And it is more than probable that 
the chief Seeds of that plentiful Crop 
v\d1ich is too vifible in e_very part of 
the Land, and which hath prod uc«d 
all kinds of Prophaneis have been 
firR: fo\vn in the Uni verfities and 
Inns of Court by rhefe Inftrun1ents 
of Sa.than ; \Vho, like tbeir Ma.Her, 
are ahvays ready to abufe the befl: 
Defigns: A high Asgun1ent of the 
Excellency and ufefulneis of the Edu­
cation ot chofc places as \vell as of 
the Devil ·s rnilice, fince he is fo 
bufie and concerned to pervert fuch 
adn1irable Inftitutions, by labouring 
to corrupt and poyfon ( if it \Vere 
poffible ) the very Fount;:,ins. 

You 
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Y o u will not ( I imagine ) while 

you are an Under-graduate, be fo 
1nuch expofed to this danger as after 
you have taken a Degree, ( the 
chief Temptations of young Be--­
ginners are of another fort ) but yec 
you are not fo perfecrly free from 
Infection on this account, at prefent, 
but that it . will becon1e you to be 
exceeding circu1nfpect in the choice 
of your Companions, and to take 
great heed how you hafiily contr~a: 
any more than ordinary fa1niliaricy 
with any Perfons \Vithout the advice 
of your Tutor, or f 01ne Judicious 
Friend, or elfe have fufficient expe­
rience of their fobriety and goo ... d 
dif poficion. 

You ought to be Civil to all, 
but lnti1nate with very few. WI-:o 
are your ACCJuaintance, at your fir.fl: 
co1ning to the Univerficy, is a matter 
of 1nighty Moment. I have very 

often 
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often ob(erved, that young Scholars 
prove fi1ch as thofe Officious 

I 
Perf ons 

are ,vho do fidt ingrofs them after 
their Matriculation. 

S o ME, who have happily lighted 
on a good Tutor, and ,vell difpofed 
Co1npanions, though they have been 
very ra \V, at their fidt arrival, and 
have afforded their Friends no extra­
ordinary ground of expectation, have 
proved Eminent - Peripns, and at­
tained to accomplifh1nenrs, both in 

~ ver-tue and know ledge, which · they 
\Vere never thought capabk of. 

A N n others of as extraordinary 
Hopes, Parts, and School-=attain .. 
1nents, falling into bad hands, both 
as to Conduct and Con verf ation, have 
declined even to wonder, and beco1ne 
def pi cable perfons, for Vice and Idle- · 
nefs ( and fometimes Ignorance ) to 
the unf peakable difhonour, and grief 
of their f~elations. 

IT 
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I T is of no f mall Importance there­

fore, how every young Scholar f pends 
his firfl: hours after his ad1niffion into 
a Colledge. If he efcapes the being 
poyfoned and tainted the firfl: year, it 
is a good Prefage that he may fucceed 
in -his good endeavours and -a Schola~ 
flick \vay of Education : But if he 
be not, at coming, Proof, againfl: the 
Infinuations of iuch Infl:ruments of 
Satan as haunt mofl: Colleges, and lie· 
on the catch to debauch the .. young 
Fry, or tempt chem, at leaLl:, to be 
Idle, it portends very fatally. 

You R Tutor, who feems ·to be a 
Pious as well ag Prudent P~rf on, hath 
done his part, I do not doubt_, alrea­
dy, in cautioning you . againfl: thefe 
Evils which often prove de.ll:rucl:ive 
to Youth ; and will continue, I hope, 
his hone.ll: endeavours. To infufe 
into you right Principles of true Re­
ligion, Honour, and Honefty, and - · -· .. _. labour 
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labour to make you a very good 
Moral P hilofopher, as \vell as Lo­
g1c1an. 

Y o u are more happy, in my 
judgment, that you are prudent! y 
placed in a condition which does 
oblige you flrictl y to obferve the _ 
Difcipline and ExerGifes of the Houfe, 
than if you were fetled in a much 
higher fl:ation, and had greater liber­
ty to live according to your own Will, 
and Humour, which are but bad Go­
vernours of Youth. 

Y o u are hereby free fro1n fi1ndry , 
dangerous Temptations whereto Fel­
low-Com1noners are liable, who do 
( too often ) f o carelefly de1nean 
che1nfel ves ( and I could \Villi that this 
was the wodl ) as to render a Col­
lege Life quite ineffectual, fometimes 
living, fo as it they· \Vere fent there 
only for their Recreation, and Di­
vertifernenr, to learn to play \Vith a 

Bonne 
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Bonne Grace a~ Tennis, or fwagger 
in a Tavern, or ( which is more in­
congruous, and unf utable to a Colle­
giate Life ) Tipple in a Chamber. 
Whereas they might improve their 
opportunities of Religion and Learn­
ing to a higher degree than others, if 
they were faithful co rhemfel ves, obe­
dient to their Governours, obfervant 
of Difcipline, and could refifl: the evil · 
Example and lnticements of loofe 
Companions: All , which doth . en 
courage rather than difcourage Gentry 
of Q1ality to fend their Children to the 
Univerfiry, and place them in fuch a 
Station, as well as fuongl y oblige the , 
young · Gentlemen, their Sons, to 
confi:ant watchfulnefs and- Circum ... 
fpecbon. 

Y o u R Opportunities alfo to im..: 
prove your ielf in Philofophy and . 
ufeful knowledge, are rrµny more 
than theirs, ( a. they now order the 

matter) 
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1natter ) being not expofed to fo ma~ 
ny A vocations from your coude of 
Study, and Devotions. And it is no 
inconfiderabl~ a~vantage rightly un~ 
derftood, t~at you are more jndifpen­
fabl y bound to a more confrant Pra­
cl:ice of Qbedience and SubniUJion to 
your Superiours; which commenda­
ble Virtues, well and throughly learnt, 
will 1nake amends abundantly for all 
the fuppofed or real Priviledges of a 

, higher Station; and wherein I know 
jt is the defire of all your Friends that 
you fhould be very eminent, and Ex◄ 
e1nplary. 

T A K E care that you do not de .. 
fpife any one that has jufl: Authori­
ty over you what ever be his Origi­
,nal ; but make it your bufinefs to be 
exceeding punctual, and exact in the 
perforn1ance of every Duty that is 
Incumbent on you, either to\vards 
your Prefident, Fellows, or Tutor .. 

You 
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You will never be well qualified to 
Govern, unlefs you learn fidt w~~~ . 
pbeyo . 

L E T. not the thoughts of your 
Gehtility provoke you to be fl:iff and 
fiurdy : You cannot give a truer De..: 
monfl:ration that you are a Gentleman, 
than by being Humble. There is as 
great a difference betwixt true Humi­
lity, a1:d Meanefs of fpirit, on the one 
hand, and Pride and true Greatnefs of 
mind on the od1er, as there is betwixt 
P arfley and I--Iemlock; two Plants of 
great Refemblance, but the one a 
wholfom Herb, and the other a rank 
Weed very poyf onouso 

Yo u have ~itherto given very 
good . Tefl:imony of this V ertue 
( whereto I prefs you) both at SchooJ, 
and under your Parents. I have heard 
y0ur Father and Mother fay, much to 
my · fatisfaction, . that you fcarce ever 
~jfpleafed ~he~n. Such / happy be-

. G ginnings . 
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ginnings of Grace in your very Child~ 
hood_ vvill furely b_e attended on by 
God's ble/Iing ; and your Parents do 
very ~?mfortabl y hope, ( and fo do I) 
that you'l bring away as good a Re­
port from the College, as from the 

_S~hool, giving,a1nple evidence in your 
future life of your good Nurture ; and 
that you have Naturalized the vertties 
of fu~miilion and fubjecrion to all 
kind of Su periours, fo as to dread the 
leafl: appearance of Difobedience to, 
or Contempt of, your Prince the Fa­
ther of your Country, a~ alfo to your 
fpiritual Parents the Fathers of the 
Church. . 

Bu T I ~ope, I have little reafon to 
enlarge on thefe Topicks of Loyalty to 
the I(jng, and rRJ!verence to the Church, 
for you have, I cruft, fuck'd in vvith 
your very Milk fo1ne love and refpect 
to the Croibn and the Mttre, to neither 
of which can any · 1nan be a true 

Friend 
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Friend that is not a Friend to them 
hoth; nor eafily a fierce Enemy to 
either, ,vho hath not !?een cor;upted i~ . 
his Youth, by want of,,a rjght way of 
Education : the general neglect \Vhere­
of is very lamentable, which to fet 
more particularly before your eyes,' 
,vill afford me matter enough for ano-

- ther Letter. I have no more to add, 
at prP[ent, but that I. am, and fhall 
always continue to be, 

New-years d-ay 
16S4. 

My D. N. 

Your ajfeaionate Unc(e; 
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LETTER VII. 

Treating if due fubmij]ion and fu~feE!-ipn to thofe 
who have the Government ~f Youth, and the. 
u(ual Negljger;ce of fame Parents, School-n1a­
:lters., and Tutors., with the ill c'onfequenct 
thereof. 

My. D.N. _ 
A1n no\V advanced· ori to treat 
of t_he Errors of Parents and. 

5chool-mafiers, &c. in Training up of 
Youth, which I fhall endeavour to do 
vtith all reafonable brevity. 
- IF 'Ne fhoi:1ld inquire into the 
Original Caufes, of that Inveterate 
Prejudice againft God's _ Vicegerents, 
both in Church and State ; which did 
poffefs the generality of the People of 
England, during our late Combufl:i­
ons, ,v h_en the very Body Politick 
did feem to labour under a kind of 

Frenzy, 
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Frenzy, vye fhall find the1n chiefly 
fpring from this unpardonable Neglect 
complain'd of; i. e,. the not right Prin­
cipling of Youth, and not teach- , 
1ng them the Duties of /ubjeElion, in 
their firfl: and tender Y-ears. 
· How much Guilt there lies at the 

-door of Parents:, Scl1ool-majier-s, Tutors, 
and :Governou,~s, I had rather leave to 
their own Confciences to difcover, 
than peremptorily with ~y Pen · or 
Tongue ~eclare; upon a through 
Inquifition it will notorioufly ~appear, 
I am afraid, . to be very heinous that 
lies on every one of them, and on 
Natu,:al Parents oftentimes more than 
on the other. · 

THE Father and :Mother fome­
times u~der colour of that ,vhich they 
fancy to be Indulgence, . ( but in realli­
ty is Barbarous Cruelty ) Cocker 
their Child, in what is really amifs, 

· and f uffer evil Inclinations tq get [o 
G 3 1nuch 
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much fl:rength, as to require the Rod, 
which at fidl: ,:vould have been per ... 
fectly crufh'd, by a frown, or fevere 
look. And the Father ( very often 
God kqo\vs) in In1itation of our great 
Grandfire Ajani, ( contrary to the Me­
~hod of the Univerfe ) fuffering 9im­
felf to be overrul'd by his \Wife, fpares 
the Rod till he_; hath f poi~ed his Child : 
~eglecl:s moderate Correction [ o long 
~ill very finart ·oi[cipline vvill not effect 
a Cure, and he be forced to fetch ma­
ny drops of Bloud for ~nrulinels from 
that Child, vvhich he could fidl: have 
ftamp,d' into Obedience. 

A N n at !aft after he has felt the 
1ineafinefs that does accrue to himfelf 
froin the exercife. of Difcipline, ( and 
fometi1ne~ out of a vveak, W 01nanifh 
_Compaffion, having not the heart to 
Correct, nor endure the fight -of his 
Child's Tears ) delivers hi1n o~er to a 
Counr:rv School to learn th~t ivhjch 

J . . 

he 
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he could better learn at home ; as if 
a petty School-mailer fhould be 1nore 
concerned for his Child, i:han he him­
felf, and fhould· be better able to 
reform the faults of tvventy fiubborn 
Boys, than the Natural Father is able 
to deal ,vith one. And it was very 
well if Parents would fiick here and 
repent of the Errors in their Conduct, 
while their Children are under their 
own eyes, and not involve themfelves 
into fa.rther guilt by obftrucring the 
School-mafl:er ,from Eradicating thofe 
Weeds, which they, by an accountable 
Fondnefs or Negligence, had fuffer~d 
to grow.-

I T is too common a Practice in Pa­
rents to take the Character of School­
mailers from their Scholars, and 
from thofe ufually who are rnoft Pec­
cant, which is very Prepofterous, and 
unreafonable ; and hereon the Father, 
-or Mother,and fometimes borh,]giving 

... 1 . · G 4 crea1c 
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credit to their angry Child, ( who 
for fome real fault hath received due 
Correction) or to · fome old Servant 
of the Family ( who to his young Ma­
fter is good Natured · beyond Difcre:.. 
tion ) do fall foul on the honefl: ;Ma­
'fl:er, and hind.er him in a very well 
intended and good Work, in making 
the Child truly Obedient, and Tracta.:. 
ble, - (which ought always to be· done 
by · School--rriafiers, in. the fidl place, 
when Boys are co1nmitted · to their 
Charge, -arid is a better Office both for 
Parent and Child; 'than to _teach th~ 
Lad his Book ) And at ]aft, in a 
Huff, take that Child quite away 
from School, to the Injury both of 
Mafier, Scholar, and themfel ves ; not 
without 1nuch gu~lt of real Injufiice 

. to the School-mail:er's Reputation, and · 
as real Cruelty to · their poor Child, 
by hardning hi~ Neck, out of a mi­
fl:aken Favour to · his Back; and 

putting 
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put~ing the next School-rnafler, to 
whofe· care the fi:ubborn Y 9uth is com­
mitted, under an abfolute Neceffity 
to ufe a much more fevere Method of . ' . 
Difcipline with his Headfl:rong Scho--
lar, ( \V horn the f ondnefs of his Pa­
rents has taught to difpute w~th tho[e 
he iliould obey ) or be accerfary to his 
·r~ine, in giving fo 1nucb \vay to th~ 
Boys humour, till he be _grown a per-· 
feet Oave to his own \Will; and that too 
mighty for ~ither 1\1aft~r· at School, 
or Tutor at Univedity, to a?sftft or 
Controul. 

W HEN thefe and the like weak-
- neffes of Parents have rendred their 

Children ahnoil unfit to live under 
any Government, · their next Effay is 
to fend them tQ a Univedjry, and place 
them in a College under the conduct 
of a Tutor: Expecting a Ti1tor to do 
Im po!Iibilities~ and to , Cure v.; hat is 
really Incurable ; to make that Boy a 
· · Scholar 

' 
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Scholar, who is re_folved not to learn; 

_ o~ a good man, whofe Ears are fhut 
to all honefl: Counfel, and Advice. 
And vvhen the young 1nan is become 
a 1:erfect-R.ake-hell, wbi,~h is in many 
cat es above the power of the ablefl: 
Tutot to prevent, ( and which hap­
pens to be very ioon, if the Frefh­
man falls into a League with fame of 
the ·worfl: Co1nrades ,vhich the -Uni­
verfity does afford) he is as ra!bly 
fnatched from the College, as he was 
from the School, with unreafonable 
Corri plaints of the Tutor, and unjufr 
Accuiations of College-Difcipline, and 
fent up to the Inns of Cour~, \Vhere 
meeting with greater Liberty, and 
much worfe Company, . becomes a 
perfect Sacrifice to_ Vice, and Co1n­
mences ( if he meets with fome l~u­
tors very common in thofe places ) ✓ 
long before he puts on a Barrifl:er's 
Go\vn, a do\vn-right Atheifl:. 
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0 R elfe, inG:ead of being fent to 
London, to be ruined, and debauched 
in his own Country, is fent abroad 
into the World to Travel under the 
Conduct of one, who, though honefl: 
and . Ingenious, needs perhaps fome­
ti~es a Governour, and Guide him­
felf; and being too head-fl:rong for 
the Perfon that is to govern hi1n, 
fhakes him off, gr makes hi1n weary -
of his charge, f o as voluntarily to 
defert it; and thus the young Spark 
is at liberty to do what he will, and 
ruine hi1nfelf beyond the Seas ; bring­
ing home no 1nore confiderable Re-
1narks, t_han fome noted Vices of a 
Forein _Nation, to Tranfplant, and 
Propagate in his o\vn Country, and 
among his ovvn Kin : in the Conclu-
'fion, beco1ning not only a ufele1s, but 
gangrened Meinber of the Con1mon­
wealth, and by an · inf a1nous Exit 
( whic~1 too often happens ) Rain-

. 
. 1nct 

t, 
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ing the Honour of a Noble H<?ufe" 
' T ,Hu s Parents too frequently are 

,, the Authors o.f their Childr~n's · fin, 
~nd CDnf equently of their mifery, 
contributing very 1nuch to their un~_ 
dutifulnefs, and obflinacy; which 
God does punifh as remarkably in thi~, 
\YI odd, as he does reward Obedience, 
cutting of the wi[ful and jlubborn very 
often in the 1nidfi of their days, and 
fometi1ne in the- n1idfl: of their fins ; 
whilft he bleffes thofe vvho ~re Tra­
ctable, and do honour and obey their 
Parents ( whereby vJe mufi: under­
fl:and all kind of Superiouts ) \Vith 
a long life ; and all 1nann~r of ten1po­
ral f elici ry. 
· r 1 r. f: AN n ·1ucn 1ort O.t Parents, \ ho 
,vill not follo\V the advice of So!OJnon, 
nor betake the1nfelves to the Method 

.. of ·cod, in ufing the (J(r}d of CorreEiion, 
in due feafon, to drive out j ally froni the 
J.,eart of their Child, can· no 1nore jufl:ly 

corn -
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complain of th~ir Chilc4en, than Ma­gifl:rates can of their People for thofe fins,. and diforders in the Church a11;d :·state, ,v hich are occafion­
ed, ~n~ encreafed by want of Ex- . ecution of good, and wholfom L~ws, efl:ablifhed to keep Subjects i~ obedienceo 

· B u T to be. jufl: to Parents, and not· to accufe them, to be the fole Caufe 
of the ruine of Youth, nor to con -de1nn all Parents as equ~lly g~ilcy; Let their other ConduEtors,. Scl?ool-1najlers, Tutors, and Go·vernours tak~ 
their fhare of the guilt. 
_ I F a School-1nafler do not, in the fear of God, faithfully difcharge his Province, which is of mighty mo~ ment to the Commonwealty, ( ··and the moft pet,ty School-mafl:er,. that Teaches but _the A, rB, C, has a confi­derable part to act) he is a great fin~ ?:er, in ~e~ra ying a, ~eighty truil: 

com- / 
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comt;nitted to -hi1n, \Vherein the good 
of Church, and Kingdom is in an ex­
traordinary manner concetned; indeed 
fo much, that it is matter of mighty 
wonder, that there fhould not be in 

- all places more care taken, that none 
-=----- ·ould be permitted to te~ch, fo 1nuch 

as Englifh in the mof1 private School, 
unlefs duly qualified \Vith Sobriety, . 

. Ability, and right Principles : For 
School-mafters, in reality ( when they 
are fuch as they ought to be ) have it 
in their ·power to New ~odel, and 
fet right ( by God's bleffing ) once in• 
twenty years, a whole I(i-ngdom : or 
if it be not in their power alone, yet 
it is cerrai'nly fa in thejrs, and the Tu ... 
rors of the Urtiverfity joyntly. On the 
other fide, when thefe Infl:ructors are 
not fi1ch as they iliould be, they. 
have it in their powet to do as much 
contrary n1iichiet To take care there~ 

. fore of the Qpalificarions of both 
( as 
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( as well as of their encouragement when they do their Duty) is of all things mofl defirable ; and · fome re­gard mnfl: be had hereto, before \Ve are like to fee a quiet, and flourifhing . Church, and State. 

WHEN School-mafl:ers are not So .. ber, and Confcientious, and fl:rictl y ~-
1 ligioiu, they do their Boys 1nore hurt . · by their Example, than they do them . g~od by their Teaching. 

• Secondly, If· School-mafters fhould r.nake conicience of their Ways and Duty, and ufe their_ be~ endeavour to infl:ruct their Youth ; yet if they want Ability, and Dexterity, to dif­charge that particular Province, their labours will have but little, or flow f uccefs, and teach their Boys no ~ore in three or four y'ears than-a well Qua ... lified Perfon might do in one. _ Laftly, IF a School-inafter fhould be both Confcientious, and Able, and 
ye~ -
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yet not rigbt Pri,tcipled, ( vvhich 1nay 
often happen fince there are great Er·­
rors confifl:ent with fincerity ) he may 
infufe n1ore Poyf on into his Boys than 
he does Learning, and make them ~fo 
1nuch the worfe Subjects, . by being 
able Scho~ars ; more pernicious to their 
_Country ·by having knowledge, and 
Parts, abufing· both to the difl:urbance 
of Chur~h and State: ·whereof we have 
had of late innumerable· inftances. 

T _H us may School-1nafl:ers fpoil 
_Boys by their bad Principles, Negli~ 
gence, or ill Example, when they come 

· tolerably well conditioned ouc of the 
hands of the Parent: and the Tutor as 
often, by the fame faults and defects, 
when they co1ne well infl:ruct:ed, and 
_nurtured out of the hands of both. 

S c H o o L-M A s TE R s1 having to 

deal with that Age which -is mofl: ca­
pable of Impreilion, have the fairefl: 
opor~unity to -infinuate good I~cli ... 

nations 
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nations, and deGres into their Scholars, 
and to prepare_ chem for the 1nore . f olid Precepts of good manriers , and 
Verrue,- -:Vbich they n1ay 1neet . ~ichal 
~nder Tt1t0rage iri ,_ a Univerfiry, 3:s 
well as to .fortifie_ them again.fl: thofe 
Temptations which Y. OIJth are liable to, before ch ey ar·e pa!t the R,od ; b~t 
Tutors and Governours _have the fitte!t 
bccailon to blow up the flam~; that· · 
ina y _b_e kindled i~ -the,ir $oul~, and 
nourifh their good D~fires·1 till they 
.tome into Acts, an4· thqfe Aas at ... 
riv.e to Habits, and thofe Hab1ts be Ca 
firengthened iri_~heir P~1pils, that ,t_he_y 
rhay t~ke p_le~ft1re in_ Veitu~1 an~ re~ 
fifl:, with Upded1andi(lg artd Ref olu.~ 
tioti, thofe more dartger<?us te~pta­
rjons, co very defpera_te Vices,. w hieµ 
are incideoc to young men of _-rip.er: 
y~ars .. 

AN n if Schootmafiers, and, f Lt~ 
tqrs, do no.t co]iiceive t.h~fe: things 

H within-



1 
0 9 8 Counfel and 'i)irellions; 

within their Sphere ; but conclude 
that they have nothing to do, but to 
reach their Lads Grammar at the 
School; and Genus and ·-species in the 
College, they do flrangely forget 
[ ome [ pecial Duties incumbent upon 
·all -Infl:rucrers of Youth, and the 
·<;hief end ·of -all their fl:udies which 
Ihould begin and end in the fear of the 
Lord. 

1.--1 HE 79 Canon fets forth the Du­
ty of School-mafters, and puts it out 

of all difpute, that the Church expects 
them to do their beft to teach their 
Scholars ~ligion as well as Lrztters ; 
and to fee that they freguent God's 
·Houfe, and behave themfelves there­
in with Reverence and Devotion, as · 
well as to learn their Leff on at the I 
·school: A good work of general pro-· 
fir, fcandaloufly neglected to the de­
-plorable detriment of young-mens 
fouls, who being not fufficiently in-

- - · · - · ~ ·- - flrueted 
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ilrucced in the Principles of Religion, 
nor brought to Confirmation \vhea they are co1ne to Years of difcre-­
tion ( whereo~ their School-mafl:ers as well as their Godfathers would do well to be their Monitors)are admitted to the Holy Sacrament without either, nay,, oftentimes without being able to fay fo n1uch as the ve~y words · of thei~ _ CatechifirL ' 

IT ought to be 'Jookt upon as a very 
great urihappinefs for young men, td 
be ever admitted to the holy Sacra­i,nent, without owning their Baptifmal Vow in publick in the _pre~dce of the Bifhop, and a Congr~gatidn, and i11 , ari Apofl:olical way, from a Father of the Church receiving a Bertedicbon., But that young People iliould f o fre­quently be allowed to apptdach nnto 

the Lords Table, rtot oµly without receiving this holy ~te of great Anti .:. 
quity, ~_ut ~eing perfectly void of 

H 2 tieceff ary 
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neceffary Knowledge and Devotion; 
neither knowing nor con.fidering what 
they do, or vvherefore they come 
there, is ari intolerable · .in;egularity: 
and f o 1nuch the 1nore deplorable, by 
reaf on the· fin is a_ggravated with high 
contempt; God having bleffed · us, 
fince the happy Reftauration of our 
Gracious Sove ·eign, and the facred 
Order of Epifcopacy, with a -Bifhop 
in every Diocefs.. · 

THAT fL1ch Youth as live in the re­
n1ote parts of [ 01ne Dioceffes, very far 
difhint from their . ·fhops See, fhould 
make ufe of rre Indulgence of the 
Church j~ prefu1ning to re~eive the 
Comn1union vritho~1t Confirmation 
1> , b. .r .. ( ·provided hey be read11 and 
.,_(t r. 11.; ter "J 

Conf defiroiu to be Con fi.rnzed) is not 
on 1. eaf onable , but that- Scholars in a 
llniverfity ( ef peciall y that of Oxford) 
w iich is happy in the ,confl:ant Refi~ 
~denc~ of a Right \Vorrhy, Vjgilant, 

, and 
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and Indefatigable frelate of Primitive 
Piety, and. Devotion, fhould ever be 
permitted to partake of the Sacra­
ment of thei:r Saviour's Body, and 
Bloud, without receiving this facred 
Rite, with fuch due . Preparation, and 
In1trl1ction, as itj as \Nell as the Sacra .. 
ment, doth require, is an Omiilion in 
young men ( or indeed rather in the rr LI­

tors ) very unaccountable, and greatly 
to be be\vailed ; and \V hich I earnefl:1 y 
beieech you ( if it be your Cafe ) care­
fully to avoid; as vvell as th~ other 
excream, which fome, out of ,vell­
meaning, (and.others out of a very 
blameable carelefnefs, if not Pre- _ 
fumption) run into; receiving Con­
£rn1ation more than once, and look­
ing upon this holy Apofiolical Inil:i­
tnrion to be no other than a Bifhops 
Ordinary Bleiling: ,vhere'c1s it is in it 
felf fo iacred, and of fo near affinity 
to our fo1e1nn Incorporation into the 

-S)1h4-ifdl_ Chri-
, 
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(2hriflian Church, th~t it is nQ more 
~-o be repeated than BaptiftJ.?.. 

I £hall add nothing; elfe at prefent,. 
~ut that the Spirit of Truth, Grace, 
and f;omfart, would defend yoq in all 
Temptatio!}~, ~nd profper to you all 
~neans of right :Edu~atioq,is th~ ~earty 
prayt! of, · 

St.Paul's day. 
1684. 
' 

Your ajfeEli~nate Uncl~o 

<f.oftfcript~ 

UN n J?, R s r A ND 1 N G ~1-iat yoq 
· 4iv~ with commendable dili-

gence dif patcheq my fonner dire~Stions 
i1~ reference to th~ ~pmrpu~i9n, I 
11a Ve' made ~qe more hifl: to fe11d you 
pther fpiritual I1nployment for your 
th~ughts, r~lating to your future Con-
pu¢t . - {-i E 'f: 
~ . . -· 
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LETTER VIIt 

Inciting the you'KJg Gentleman to imitate the --uertuei 
of his .Anceftor t • 

.i\!Y D. N. 

I Have lately fet before your eyes the 
dangers that ordinarily accrue to 

young men, from the finful negligence 
of thofe that begat thern, or have 
had the charge of the1n; that you 
may the better fee the mifchiefs \vhich 
you have efcaped, and the guilt. you 

. will Incur, if you do not now hearci-
1 y embrace and proceed in vertue, and 
labour faithfully henceforth to· fa ve 
your Soul ; fince God hath been fo 
gracious, as hitherto to preferve you 
from being fhi pwrack'd on either of 
rhef~ Rocks" 

H4 You 

' . 
' ' I 
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Yo u are many w_?,ys happy, iq 

your _P~r~nts, you have been bred 
' . at a: :F a1nous School >f.., of ~ Wcfhmnfler. · · · · . ' ~ great reputation, under a~ 
emine11;-Sf0ool-~afler, vvho_ in for~y 
eight -years hath fent forth fa va~ a 
.nurl}ber of ~cholars, G~ntry 2 Not ility, 
and Clergy, as rn.ate a ~on[ d ··'<'- bl~ 
part of thf ·Nation, µ-1any of \ .. OlJl 
( bl~~eq ~e God) are 1111ghry "Afars 
of our. publick peace · in. c: u ch 
and State, aqd which r ore r ig 1t . 
have been, if they J-iad p opoFtionably 

- i1nproved the1nielves, and brought 
fo~th fruit anfvverable to the Vv holforn 
In.ft~uctions, . ~n~l il:rict Difci pline ~hey 
have.been undeL · 
· AND ' you ar~ noiv happily placeq 
in the mofr famous µniverfity of the 
v1hole \\'1orld, in one of the mofl: 
eminent, ~n~d Filigible Cqpeges of 
ihat 1]niverhty; vyhere you do· ·enjoy 
~~~·s ~ervice w ich great folemnity, 

as 
,J 
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is well as all defirable Opportunities, 
and means of knowledge under the 
care of a very kind and ·well qualifi­
ed Tutor, who is ready to give you 
all neceifary a~fl:ance, · and to fhew 
you the · utmoit refpecr, which · 
you your felf ~aQ. reaionabl y defire, 
or your Friends require at his hands. 
So' · that if yoii have but Eyes to dif: 

-cern your own Felicity, you 1na y be­
hold your felf in very happy Circum- · 
fl:ances, ~rid to have many more than 
ordina.ry Reafons ,to blefs, and praife 
Ahnighty God for his pafl, and 
prefent bleffed · Providence over 
you. 
· You do feem to me, whether I 
confider your tqwardly difpofition 
for th~ time pafl:, y9ur prefenc oppor­
tunities of improv~n1ent in Vertuel and 
Learning? or. your confiderable hopes 
of Pref e·rment, for the ti1ne to come, 
to be placed in a .Pofl:e which may 

· render 
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render you more tqan ordinarily uf eful 1 

in your Generati9n. · And I cannot . 
forefee a~y thing th~; can hinder a. 

· profperous"' and. ~firable Iff ue, and 
deprive you~od's bleffing, unlefs 
you are corrupted ( whi,h I pray God 
you 1nay never be, ) by ill company; 
:fidt tempted to be Idle, and after­
\vards to become Vicious, which com ... _ 
monl y ends in Irre\igion. 

S u c H a degener?,cy from the good 
qualities of your Ancdtors, though 
you 11_a ve given no great reafon to 
fear, yet it will not be an in1pertinent 
Task in me, whilfl: I am thus addref­
fing my felf to you, to fet before 
your eyes f ome of their more eminent 
~alifications. In doing whereof I 
fl1all not detain you with any Dif:.. 

· courfe concerning your Father and 
Mother ( they being alive) though 
God hath bleifed them both, with 
very re1narkable Abilities, and Ver-

tues, 
. , 
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tues; and you with their good Exam ... · 
pie. I {h~J_l rather bring to your view 
fom~ of the chief endowments of thofe 
·Rela,tio11s, who have left the World 
_and a good odour behind them. 

A~ n here firfl: let me mind you; 
that in your Grandfather and Grand~ 
mother { on your Fathers fide) you 
ought to efl:ee,m your felf very· 
happy, aqd have good ground to 
hope that a bleffing may defcend on 
you for th~ir fakes, · · 

Y o u l\ Grandfather was a Worthy 
and Reverend Divine, and an honour 
to his Caffock, whi,h is a more valu ... 
able confideracion than that of his be-s • ' ' . J ~ 

ing a Gentleman. . 
T tt E Piety, aqd Di[cretioQ. of your 

GrandII1other was likewife very emi-­
µeqt, as l have hearq II1Uch to my 
Pleafure, a11d E.di&cati9n, who out­
lived her Husband, and gave gre~t 
Mar~s of t~e fincerity of her Qevori- . 

~:ui, 

,, 
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on, and Maternal affection, , in dif~.o~ 
vering much zeal to have her Chil­
dren trained up in the Fear of God, 
and a courfe of _Virtue, denying them 
after the death of her dear Husband 
no Acco1nplifhments, and -Opportu­
nities of Education, that ,vere truly 
worthy of a Chriftian, or a Gentle­
man; which v1as very vifi.ble, in your 
decea[ed Uncle, as I have . heard, 
as well- as your Father and Prudent 
and Pious Aunt. . 

·Yo u R Grandfather, on the fide of 
your Mother ( of whom, being de­
ceafed, I 1nay a ~ he liberty to { peak 
more largely tha of my living Re­
lations ) died, it is \vell known, ho­
nourably in the Field, a true Afiertor 
of the Righteous Caufe of his King, 
and Country ; a great Refpect:er of 

, the R.ight, Loyal, and Orthodox Cler­
gy, a valiant Commander, and a ge­
pcrous Friend, and in his Paternal 

Care, 
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Care ind follicitoufnefs for the Edu­
cation of .his Children, out-done by 
no man,. 

H 1 s I,ady) your Grandmother,· 
abounded with all .he true Accomplifh­
ments of an Exetnplary Wife, and an 
Affe&icrnate Mother : A perfon fo ex­
traordinary for all thofe V ertues which 
are the Ornament of her Sex, that it 
was difficult to parallel 11er ~n the Age 
fbe lived ; the truth whereof, all thofe 
w-ho are ytulive, that kriew her, will 
be forward to tefl:ifie ; whofe verru:.. 
ous Acfions do yet fmell .f weet; and 
bloffo111, and Preach very powerfully, 
to all her living Relations, fome 
Graces Effential to the .Feminine -Sex 3 
foTare, at prefe11t, that they feem al­
mofl: to have Jefc the World .; .for 
whofe fake without doubt ·a .multi­
tude of Bleiling.s have' defcertded upon 
11er Poflerity, who are indebted I a1n 
pt :to believe as much as an_y Family 

to 
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to the vertues of their Ancefl:ors for 
thofe remarkable Providences that 
,vere_ over ~hem, during the Urtnatu~ 
ral Civil War and Rebellion of En-
gland, they all receiving favours from 
Heaven, which rendred them even 
objects of Envy, in a time of corn-:. 
mon Mifery, and Calamity; and will 
now prove them Monfl:ers of Ingrati­
tude, that fince the Revolution of 
Affairs, and general profperity of the 
.Land, have . rtot made fi.1table Re­
turns to God, in religioufly owning 
him in good times, who did merci-
fully own rhe1n in bad. . 

H o w che elder· Branches of the 
Family have performed th~ir parts in 
this patticular, I fhall not make it my 
bufinefs thro11ghly to exa1nine ( though . 
the belt without doubt have been too 
deficient, y~t I blefs God I know of 
none that have freely embraced thofe 

· llnpieries, that pafs for commendable 
·- Vfrtue~ 

L 

J 



1)ivine and Mor al. 1 1 t 
V ertues in this Prophane Generation } 
1but that the younger Off-fpring, 
whereof you are one, .may not make . any wretched Requitals to the God 
of Heaven, for his unfpeakable good-­
nefs towards us all, in def pifing Ver­
tue and embracing Vice, I fhall make . 
it more my peculiar Province to ap­
ply my felf to them, by reafon I have 
a more comfortable profpecl: of fuc­
cefs from fuch my Endeavours ; it 
being more eafie to train up the Youn ... 
ger in a good way, than to reform 
the Elder, who have been long ha­
bituated to a bad; and having 111ade 
it my bufinefs ever fince I have been 
a Priefl, to Catechife the young, .ra­
ther than Preach to the old, and ex­
perienced 1nuch more fruit to ac­
crue from the firfr, than from the 
lafi. 
_ AN n having ( my dear Nephew) 
begun ~~th you, and fingled you out 

as 
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as a. particular fubject of my heft 
( though I confef s in it [elf very poor ) 
Connie!, and Advice, artd !hewn 
more concern for you in this refpect 
than .for any other of -my Relations, 
< penning. down my thoughts .at I Tge, 
and .committing them to the Preis ) 
I p.romife 1ny 1elf, that you w.ill be 
fo good _natured as :to make a right: ufe 
of the1n, _ in confidering what I write 
.fo ferioufly, as to digeft the Matter, in 
order · to iuch a practice of the Rules 
I lay down .in thefe Letters for your' 
Education, as 1nay be vifible in a tru­
ly Religious, Vertuous, and Chrifban 
.Life, vvhich will oblige you to- feek 
after -all opportunities to attain to 
thofe Accomplifhments., \vhich are in, 
truth and reality neceifaty for a. Ge..n­
tleman ~ fo far is Chrifl:ian V ertue 
from being Inco1npatible with .tru~ 
(Gentility, that to fpeak properly.; and 
frrictly, a ~an.cannot be a lconipleat 

Gentleman 
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Gentleman who is utterlv void there­
of,. nor be -a well ~grown Chrifl:ian 
and right vertuous Man, and be void 
of Gentility ; a Geµtility that n1a y 
more truly be fo _called, than what doth 
only run iti. the Bloud. 

BE s 1 n Es the Directions that have 
been given you in relation to the Sa­
crament,you may difcern I have endea-

~_youred to arm you againft f ome of -
~he chiefTen:iptations, whereto young 
Scholars are liable. I have not only 
r~cotmneride~ admirable Precepts 
~rom Scripture_, but provoked you 
with choice Exa1nples of Ho1inefs, , 
and Verrue, therein recorded, which 

· ~re oftentimes 1nore prevalent than 
the other ; and that you might not 
~ant.any imaginable difcouragements 
from _Vice, nor" provocations to Ver­
tue_,. I have made it apparent that you 
will very rµuch dege1;1erate, if you are 
not a fober man, f~·om many worthy 

~ Progeni~ 
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~rogenitors, who have been in their 

, times very Eminent and Serviceable to 
the Pul:?lick, both in Church and 
State, Camp and · Court : and that 
you will fin with great aggra vatioo, 
if you defpife Religion, having had 
both of your Father and Mother's 
Kindred, thofe that bave. been fu~h 
Votaries to Devotion, as to think it a; 
great honour to take on then1 ( though 
they had no temptation thereunto for 
want of an Efl:ate ) the facred Funcl:i:-­
on of a Priefl:, one of whotn ,vas no 
lefs than Archbifhop of York, and 
Lord Chancellour of England. 

A ~ D I_ my felf being of Opinion 
that we oughc to think it ( as it was 
of old ) rather an addition to Nobi­
lity, than a diminution from it, to be 
De[cen 1 ed from, or Related to, the 
Prieil:hood, am 1nore proud to con­
fider that he was the former than the 
latter; as I alfo am, that I my felf 

have 
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have put on the Caffock, and \Vear 
the Livery of Chrift, than the Coronet 
of my Eldefi: Brother ; giving God 
more hearty Tha~ks that he befl:ow­
ed on · me the grace to dedicate 
my felf .to the Church ( notwithfl:and­
ing· furtdry great Te1nptations to the 
cpntrary) cnan I do for being lifted 
up to a Station therein, and a Revenue 
far above my defer,ving. I do fub­
fcribe my felf with f ome abruptnefs at 
prefent, being in hafte, but with all 
imaginable reality, 

F'alen,ti'IJ,es day 
1684. 

My 1). N. 
!our ajfectionat~ Uncle~ 
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LETTER IX. 

Expreffing the excellen·cy if the Vertue of Frugality, 
with fome Directions relating_ thereunto. 

My D.N . . 

T H E Arguments I have already 
ufed in late Letters will be 

f uflicient, I hope, to prevail with you 
to do your utnio.fl: to improve thofe 
two precious Tal'ents, your Stodt of 
Ti1ne, and Grace. YOU are born a 
Gentleman, and fo have more of 
the firft, than a Perfon of mean Ex­
traction; ( mofl: of whofe time is taken 
up_ in learning f ome Mechanick Trade, 
merely to get himfelf Bread;) and 
every · body ·has fomewhat of the 
laft Talent bef1owed upon him 
in his Baptifm, and you, I hope, 
more than fom.e others, having from 

your 
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your Infancy f o demean' d your felf, 
as that you may very ,vell pre­
tend to the Tide .~f a gracious 
Child. 

B u T there is a third Talent which 
every Gentleman receives from God 
in fome meafure, that is, a Propor­
tion of Wealth which every Younger 
Brother, or Son of a Gentleman of 
Efl:ate, and ~ality, may be looked 
upon to poiTefs, even while he receives 
a bare Annuity or Allowance from 
his Parents ; that being f ufficient to 
give him a liberal Education, and f o 
diftinguifh hi1n very 111uch from the 
Vulgar; fome Advice therefore con-· 
cerning this Particular, namely, how 
you iliould manage your fl:ock of Mo­
ney ( be it more, or lefs ) f o as not to 
become an Unthrifc, . 1nore than an 
Idle and Debauched Man, will be very 
requificel' . 

I 3 I be-



1 1 8 . Counj el and Direflions; 
I befeech you to <2onfider, that yo4 

ar~ to give an account of every Penny 
you receive from God, as ,vell·as every 

- Moment of your Time ; and that 
the moft Innocent Prodigal who­
ev~r exceeds h~s Fortune ( though it be 
not in Vice and Leudnefs ) is a migh ~ 
ty Sinner, as well as the Fornicator, 
and Drunkard, or the ,vretched and 
miferable W orldling. , " 

IF you ever would get a good ha◄ 
bit of Frugality ( a very commenda­
blt Vertue ) no\V i$ your time, to fiu­
dy and practi[e the 1neans that con­
duce thereunto. Do not fancy that 
you are not .yet concerned, becaufe 
there is but little Money like to pafs 
through your Fingers. He that is not 
,vell able to manage a litd~, is not 
}ikely to rrJanage well a great deal: or 
ever to beco1ne a good Oe~onomift 
of an Efl:ate, who doth not begin to 
~earn that good (~1aliry ~n his Y ouch. 

He 
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He that is not able to do what is very 
eafie, ought- not to flatter himfelf 
that he can do what is mighty diffi­
cult. - .., 

IN the 1irft place feek the Salvation 
of your Soul ; in the fecond, take care 
of the health of your B;dy ; and in 
the third, learµ to manage an Efl:ate, 
and to get one too if you can ; pro­
vided it be bv honeit, and Honoura­
ble , means; and that you .feek thofe 
Temporal things in fu.bordination to 
Vertue, and Religion, they being in 
themfelves very contemptible in com­
parifon of real goodnefs. 

Y o u have no reafon, nor any 
other body, I am confident, to fancy 
hat this my Advice concerning Thrifr 

does proceed from a for did love of 
Money. I have given too great ground, 
I fear, to make the World believe that 

lean to a contrary extren1e : but no 
eafon ( I cruft) to any body to fuipecl:' 

I 4 that 
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that my expences have been other~ 
wife finf ul, than by not ~eing kept . within the compafs of tny Efl:are· 
( having not [ pent ~Y mo?ey in Leud~ nefs or Debauchery)which I f11ould not 
mention ( h.tvi~g · b~gun, Go~ be praifed, a b_etter courfe ) but that I 
deGre you -may be throughly con­
vinced, that the rnofl: irinocent Un­
thrift is a great'Offender, and be iea .. 
f onably fore-armed againft all thofe 
Temptations which you may meet \Vithal when you are Mafl:er of your 
ovln Purfe, againfl: which time, .I ,vill 
recom1nend to your confideration ( out ' of fon1e dear-bought experieqce) thefe 

· following Cautions. 
Firfl:, K E ~ P an account of your 

Money, though it be never [ o little ; and begin this·· honefl: Method, in point _ of Temporals, with the New year, ( as I have ad vi[ed you in reference to the other in ·point of Spirituals ) and 
- . _ take 
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take the pains to write down r~gu­
larly every Penny of your Receits and 
Pisburfments. 

Secondly, BE very confiderate, and 
w~ll advifed tn your Expences, though 

~they· ~e never fo fmall. Fling away 
no 1noney, nor Cark to get any. Do 
not fave . w~en you ought to fpend, 
nor fpend when you ought to fave. 
Think not a Penny fuch a Trifle as . 
to difregard it, nor the greatefl: Surri 
fuch a Treafure as to do_te upon it. 
H,eaps are made of many little things, and 
the greatefl: · Heaps are infignificant, 
nay, become _a Curfe, if God gives 
not·a heart to make ufe of them. 

Thirdly, LET Reafon govern you 
in this, and ·not Humour. Be very 
fparing in all fi-1ch expe~ces as depend 
only upon your fancy. Your Hu- ; 
mours and Fancies ought co be very 
good, vv hen you purchafe them with 
~noney. And though there may be 

a. 
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a little liberty given to young men; 
fometimes to pleafe theLnfelves with 
f pending their Money, according to 
their own minds; yet it ought to be 
with great difcrecion, and die lefs the 
b·etter, ef peciall y if it be at any kind 
of Game, there being Innocent and 
Pleafing Recreations enough to be 
found for young men, that are not -

· Expenfive; and ,vhich do not lead to 
fo many fins, nor' feed fo finful a 
Temper as all kind of Gami71g for 
money _ doth, even in Children ; teach~ 
ing them to Lie, Cheat, and [ ome­
times to Steal, to be Angry, to ~ar- . 

. rel, to be Idle; which lafl: whoever 
is, will never be free from f undry 
other Vices; for an Idle Lad doth 

, even tempt the Devil, and will never . 
be free from his Company, which 
occafioned that faying of Era/ mus, 
Cfrteftat otiojit1n ~lfe, qua,n nihil agere, 
le is better to pick fl:ra\vs than do no­
ing.th · Fourth~ 
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Fourthly, TAKE care ho\V you 

borrow Money, , without neceffity, or 
run on fcore. If you have a little at 
your own difpofe, you may fpend it, 
provided it be not vicioufly, or in a 
way ;unbecoming a Gentleman, or a 
Scholar. I would not have young·men 
wholly deb,arred thereof, but think 
tit that Parents or Tutors, which have 
_the management of their Money, 
fbould allow the1n · fome in their Poe~ 
ket, to try which way their Genius 
doth lead thein. Young People ufe. 
to be exceffive fond of things that are 
altogether denied them. Niti1nur in ve­
titum. We have all, more -or lefs, in 
our Nature an earnefl: de.fire of fu-c-h 
things as are forbidden us-, and this 
iliould move Parents fomet·imes, \V-ith , 
di(cretion, to Indulge the~lr Children, 
to pleafe themfelves a'htde ,in Jn110-
cent things; as \Nell as prevail with 
their Childreq, -W\th like Difcretion 
· . and 
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and Moderation, to ufe their -Indul­
gences, taki!1g due care they do not 
abufe them. - . 

Fifthly, I E you do ever borrow 
_ money up.on a ju!l: Motive, take heed 
that you . be exceeding punctual in the 
rept1,:Yment tliereof, nay, make great Con­
fcience of fo doing. For h1ch exacl:­
nefs is- a piece of great Prudence, as 
well as- Religion. · He that doth not 
delight to ~orrow, but on jt& necef­
fity, and never fails to Pay when it is 
in. his power fo to do, ,vill never want 
a kind Friend to lend \vhen he is at a 
Pinch. The accuH:oming your [elf to 
· this; as well as other vertuous Actions, 

- will contribute to the begetting a ha~ 
bit in you, and caufe you to delight in 
doing that which others delight in 
leaving undon. And though there be 
but very finall Sums like to be at youf 
own difpofe ( for a while ) yet to a 
young Scholar they may be efleemed 

as 
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·as great o~s___; or, at leafr, I would 
have · you fari.cy them f o ; and 1nake 
trial of your parts, and temper, in the 
difcreet management of them, as if 
they were really great ones, ~o inure 
your felf to a right Met~od of good. 
Husbandry. 

Sixthly, A N n above all things; 
take heed that you ~e not a pt to fpend 
on hopes of what may poffibly, nay, 
probabl y

1 
never come to pafs. This 

is an Egregiou,s Folly, and will prove 
very defiructive to all cha~ are fubjecl: 
thereunto. · It is not impoffible but 
fame wife! men · may have been o~er­
thrown by this Temptation; but it 
was no part of ,their wifdom f o to ~e; 
nor a pardonable Error in a multituc{e 
of others who have even beggar"d 
themfelves_ in expecl:ation of an Efiate, 
which, when it was fallen, did only 
increafe their Mifery, being not fuffi­
cient to difc~arge thof~ pe~ts they h~d 

1n 
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in purfuic thereof extravagantly con]· 
tracted, and yet obliging them to a 
higher Pei;t · and manner of liviiig; It ' 
is a weaknefs to- think ones fe1f fure 
of any thing that is pot in his prefent 
poff effion. '\Xl ere we never f o certain 
of any advantageous condition, pro­
vided God granted us life, yet no bo­
dy rs fecure of that, and aifured that 
he can live the n~xt Moment. In the-­
'midft of Life we are in Death : f ~bject 
.thereto not only in our gre~teft expe­
ctation, _but poffeffion of the moft 
ptofp~rous condition. T .his is a Debt, 
we may all ~ffure our felves, that we· 
fhall he f ooner or later compelled to 
Pay, and the fuoner the better for fi1ch 
true Penitents, as have 1nade their 
Accounts both with God and matl 
even . . 

Seventbly, '.Beware of Suretijhip: Be 
more forward to lend to your Friend 
a hundred pound when you liave it 

~y 
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by you, and can {pare it, than be 
Bound for twenty. Pray againfl:, and 
endeavour to mortifie, that miflaken 
modefty, which makes afhamed to 
<.ieny Requefts when unreafonable, 
and unfit. I dare not lay down as a 
peremptory Rule, that men ought in 
no cafe to be Bound for any man : 
It is not hnpoffible but that it may be 
the duty -of every rpan f o to be ; 
therefore it is a kind of weakriefs to · 
f ecrer ones ·will with Vows -and Re­
f olutions, never to -do that which he 
may chance be obliged to do in good 
Confcience. But . never to · do the 
fame, unlefs there be jufl: and rea­
fonable Motives t-0 it, I dare affirm to 
be the part of -a wife man, and a 
good . 'Chrifl:ian ; and then co engage 
tor a Friend ( though it be not alto­
gether without hazard, or fame pre~ 
fenc Inconvenience ) is cer_tainly a very 
,commendable Verrue. 
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· W H 1 Lt I a1n -perfuading to Fru: 

gality, I am not teaching you to aban­
oon Generofity, but fhouJd rejoyce to 
fee you, and all my Relations, aim).t 
it, and act it in the highefl: degree : 
And Generofity even an.1.ong the Hea­
thens ( which -fhould not be lefs, for 
being improved by Chrifl:ianity) did 
"oblige Perfons even to lay down their 
lives for their Friends ; and t~en furel y 
it is not unreafonable for a Friend to 
expect they fhould fomerimes hazard 

, part of their Efiate, and undergo fuch 
Inconveniences as they can bear 
without the ruine of themfel ves, and 
Family; and when it is a much more 
confiderable good to their Friend, than 
it is a prejudice to _ themfelves. But 
before you . do any fl}ch Acts of Gene ... 
rofity be well advifed, and aff ured, · 
that the Perfon for whom you do itis 
your Friend, and worthy of fuch a 
kindnefs, either for pafl: Acts of 

Friend-~ ..., 
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Friendfhip .towards you, or for his 
own prefent Merit. 

I iliall conclude thefe Directions and 

this Letter with an excellent Com pen -

dium , of Advice . concerning Thrift, 
( which the Duke of Florence fl:iled the 
Philofophers Stone ) confifting in thefe 

three particulars : . 
. 1 • N E v E R to put off that rill to 

morrow, vvhich can mofl: convenient- · 

ly _be done to day. . 
2. NE v ER to do that by another, 

,vhich can be befl: done by your fel£ 
3. NE v £ R to defpiie fmall Gains,!' 

Wifbing you God's grace td avoid the 

dangerous example of this Age in this _ 

particular, I refi, .. • · 

March I. 

168f. 

Your ajfeflionate Uncle. 

K LET-
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LETTER X. 

Decltrring thegrea1nefs of lhfJ fin of Prpdigality., _an 
the miferies that do ~ttend the bad example ofl 
Feople qf all . Conditions J in this Prof1,1,fe Age) on 
that acccunt. 

My D. N. 

T H E go·od Rules lait .fe·.qt to you 
thorowly confidered, and well 

pracrifed now in your Y ourh, will 
by degrees habituate you to Frugality, 
[ o s to qualifie you well to manage 
an Efl:ate, by that time it f11all pleafe 
God to blefs you with 'one, or fome 
good E1nploy1nent in the World:r 
( which I hope I may live to fee you 
Poffeff or of) and if you defire to be 
a good Proficient in this Vertue, you 
muft begin beti~es, and the fooner 
the better, before you arrive to any 

· confi-
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confiderahle !Ileafure of the contrary · 
·Habit, which J find by woful exper(­
ence,is very difli;ultly, if ever reformed. 

Ti ·u E Fr'ugality ( Nepnew ) is a 
vertue very rare in this Age, and co 
tell you the plain trµth I fcarce know 
where to find it. We may meet with 
many rieh inert in-th¢ World ; but it 
is notorious that for their Riches they -
are beholden to their Covetoufnefs : 
and that is a fin I would have· yot1 
abominate. It is ftiled iri Seri pture 
ldolatty, than which there can be no 4

_ 

thing more odious in the fight of God : 
I ha~. rathe~ hate you fome\vhat of 
the Unthrift than a wretched Mif er ; 
But I hope you 1wvill · frrive co avoid 
both. 

T H £ R: E are dthers who rrla y chatnce 
to keep money in their p:urfes, but they 
are fuch who dd not flick at any un.; 
lawful means to get~~, not at many 
diilionourable Gomks tri f p:end it. I do 

K 2 not 
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not know well ~vhat to term chefe-1 
they are not properly Covetous, nor 
Pr?digal, but fomething compounded 
of both, and f o vvorie finners than 
either. 

T H E Y exprefs much Covetoufnefs 
in. acquiring, and yet are guilty of as 
much Profufenefs in fpending, pro­
vided it be to ~ gratifie their corrupt 
Nature,· in fulfilling fu1ne other Lufl:s, 
,vhereto th~y are en£laved, efpec:ially 
their Pride;, which will prevail with 
men to practife · ·rn·any Acts of 
fee1ning Generofty., fo as to pafs fome­
ci1nes for Liberal; as Coveroufnefs 
doth often engage men to practife as 
many Aets of j eenzing Ternperance and 
Thrift, fo as to appear Sober , and 
Frugal. ·- · · 
- I T is lamentable to confider how 
the Generality of Mankind do reel 
into one or other of rhofe t\Vo ex­
tremes, Covetoufi:efs1 or Prodigality. 

rfhofe 
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Thofe that do not· out-run their For­
tunes, do live, and act fordidly, for­
getting that Money, where God gives 
no heart to ufe it, is a Curfe, and not 
a Ble.lfmg. ·And' thofe that· are not . 
liable to this C~nf ure do fo unac­
countably fc1uander away their Efiates 
in Vanity and Vi~e, as if Wealth \Va5 

befl:owed upon them purpofely to be 
made ufe of as an Infl:rument of God's 
Difhonour, and their O\Vll Dan1na-. 
t1on. 

THE wretclJed Mifer may be 
efleemed the worf e finner, becaule he 
doth not only fling a way his Bowels 
of CompaHi_on ~o\vards another, but 
is fo1n_etimes Cruel to h imfelf; but ch e · 
Profufe S peJJder being the rnore Co1n­
n1op. Sinner, in chis· Loofe, ~nd Lewd 
Age, I fhall againfl: hi1n more particu-
larly level 1ny D1fcourfe. . · ,,. 

l F we take a view of the Nobility, 
and Gentry, \Ve fhall find in·1u111erable 

• .J 
I 

I( 3 Exatn-
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' Exa1J1.ples of gre~t Ea:milies come to 

nought by 1nifl:akiqg this fin · fur ~ 
~ommendable Verrue, not only pra .... 
ctifing it themfel Vfs, bu't Propagating 

· it to their Pofh~rity: Moil: of the an ... 
Fient Pala~es of J..Jonqon belongi1:1:g to 
the Nogility, being ·c~nverted intq 
~reets, and a mu] titud~ of fumptuous. 
J-loufes i11 the Country beloqging tq 
the chief Geqtry ,together \vich co~fide­
rable EH:ates, fallen into ·rhe hands of ;. ' . • l 

Mechani~ks, is a kind of Demonftra-rion of thi extravaga~lt expences of .th~ 
Peopl~ ~f p~tter ~al~ty iq the ~ati­
on. Jc is very ufual to behold th~ 
Off-fpriq.g qf a Lqndm~ Vintner \iving . 
vvith 1 Gra~deur in the Couq.try, in the 
clel.ightf 01n $ea~ pf [o~e aqcie~t 
1<01.igl~t, or Earl; \ivhilfi ~11Y a Nq­
ble~1nan is neceffitated to Ry -co the 
~ity, a~d ilirink' i11co lo\vei- : Circu~.: 
R:ances than fome of the n1eaner Ci-.: ; -," . ':.· . -: ,. , ; . .,. . ~ 
nzens~ ' . 
:- r \_. ·~ • 
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Secondly, IF we do enquire into 

the Prodigious Vinity of Men of Trade, 
never heard of in former times, nor 
to be difcovered probably at prefent 
in any other great City, but that of 
London, ( though moft Cities of Eu­
rope in this .Licentious and Luxurious 
_Age begin to be infecred with this 
vice ) we iliall eafily difcover that it 
hath not been want of Tra.f!ick, but 
unpardonable Pride ; that has occafi­
oned fo many Bankrupts in the City, 
and thofe other miferies which they 
have been apt to complain of, and 
Father upon the King, and the Ex­
ceffes of the Court; which ( in f uch 
Places of the highefl: Tetnptation ) 
have here among us in all Ages, and 
no doubt in all Councrys, been fcan­
-dalouflr great ; but not fo great ( co 
be jufl:) at all times, and in all ref pects, 
as to exceed thofe of the City. 

_ K 4 I an1 -
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I am very confident that if we went 

into p~rt of [my.don, Suburbs or City, 
and took number for .nu1nber.' as .they 
lay Houfe bv Hoi1ie, we iliould not 
diicover, of. bot~ Sexes, .fo many Ci­
vil, ~ober, Pious, and DevQut Per­
[ ons, as we may_ find \Vi thin the \Y/ alls 
of Ulhiteha.ll, whofe Prayers, proba­
bly have contributed- to the keeping 
off as many J udgrnents from the City ; 
~s the crying fins and vices of the 
City have dravvn do-cvvn upon the 
Court, 

T H E fins of great Per[ onages do 
al \vays make great Noife in the World, 
and it is true are m.ore hainous in the 
fight of God, becaufe the gre?,tefr men 
have the . greatefl: Obligation to be 
good ; and confequently che evil Ex­
arnplc of a <:;:ourt and Courtiers ( who 
2-re 1nore than others expofed to pub­
_ick view ) may _above a~y other thing 
~ontribute to the corrupting and de-

~ bauching. 
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bauching of a Nation, bringing Vice 
into Vogue, and Reputation. 

Bu T if we did withal confider hovv 
much-greater their Temptations are 
than ocher mens, ( and the greatnefs 
of the TemBtation does always ex-- . 
tenuate, though never wholly excufe 
a Sin ) we would fon1etimes mix, 
with our bitter Cenft1res and Re­
proaches, our Chrifl:ian Pity, and 
Comp~ffion ; and betake ou_r fel ves to 
Devotions rather than Libels, as an 
effectual- Method to reform a Court: 
devoutly Praying for all our . Superi­
ours ( which the Primitive Chrifbans 
did never ceafe to do,though they were, 
Heathens and cruel Tyrants) rather 
than with curfed Cham to expofe their 
nakednefs, and like bufie and impure · 
Flies delight in the fore, rather than 
the found parts of the Body. 

Thirdly, THE Epide1nicalnefs of 
this Vice doth notorioufly appe~r even 

among 
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among Servants. They alfo do uni­
verfall y live above their Condition. 
le- is no difficult thino- to £ind out fun-o . dry Valets de Chambre, who have more 
Change of Apparel than their Ma­
fl:ers; ang many Maid-Servants thaq 
their Mifl:reffes : Their Wages being 
not f ufficient to 1naintain half the Va­
nity, and Pride of their Cloths, though 
they are treble as much as they were in 
fonner Ages ; the meanefl: Drudge 
fumetimes, no\v .. a-days, being not 
contented with what was f ufficient 
heretofore, for two or three of the 
better Servants. There is in fome great 
Families_ as much vying betwixt thofe· 

· below fl:airs, and the others above, 
[ who ihall be finefi:, J as there is be­
twixt the Dames of the City, and the 
Ladies of the Court ; and both, I am 
fure, are very often much more gor­
geotifly and richly attired than the 
~~1een. 

Ta ESB 



t)ivine and Mor al. - 1 3 9 
Ti:, 1, s E deplorable Ex:ceffes among 

the generality of People of all Qla­
lities and ·conditions, as well as the 
Laudable Vercues of your Ancdlors, 
I h~ve, in a very particular manner, 
brought _ to, your confideration, that 
you may abnor the one, and lov~ the 

· other ; and very early apply your felf 
to the diligent, and vigorous, purfL1ic 
and profecution of Goodnefs, now in 
thofe tend(tr years which are mofl: ca­
pable of vertu~us Impreilions ; and 
that you may not unhappily skip over 
Frugality as an iinconftderable Virtue, 
the want whereof doth thrufl: many 
People v~ry often into unhappy Cir­
f□mfl:ance, of Penury ,and Want ; who,,_ 
by its feafonable exercife, might have·· 
been put into a plentiful condition ; and 
have had great opportunities of exerci--- -
fing many vertues & doing much good 
in the World; which a man ( though 
½one~, _.and ~ell 1neaning, ) plunged 

over 

I 
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over head and ears into. Debt, is de­
prived of, throughout his whole life, 
in a very _great meafure, if pot 
wholly. 

A s ~very man may, if he pleafe, 
be vertuons ; f o mofl: men may, if 
they vvi 1, be rich. There are very 
few men but have· ark (?pportunity f o 

. to be, once, if not oftner, in their 
lives; and if they had been fo happy 
as to have been trained up in Frugality, 
they v1ould gladly embrace fuch .occa­
fions. Wealth to a good man, of a 
Publick Spirit, a large Heart, and mor­
tified Defir es, is a great Bl eiling ; fuch 
as V\rithout it a man cannot be co1n­
pleatly happy in this World; by rea~ 
{on, that a Perf on who \Van ts it can-

. not exercife thofe venues, vvhich are 
the Fruits of a great and Charitable 
1nind. 

· A man of V ertue n1a y indeed vvith­
out Riches, nay, in Fetters, and a 

Dungeon, 



·- :Divine. and Moral. 141 

Dungeon, be happier than the richefl: 
rniferable \'i/ orldling in his gr~atefi: 
Prof per icy ; but not f o happy as a man 
lifted up to a high and prof perous con­
dition of \'(/ ealth and Honour, pro­
vided he holds fail: his Integrity, and 
V ertue, and poffeffes a ,villing 1nind 
to do good, and to employ all he en­
joys to God's Honour and the benefit 
of the World. 

As I have already with f ome Zeal 
exhorted you to be exceeding wary 
left you. are laughed out of the pracl:ice 
of Chriftian Vertue ; f o I do with no 
fmall earnefl:nefs befeech you to take 
much more than ordinary care left you 
are Jeered out of this .confiderable 
Piece of Morality. Though Fruga-­
lity is not reckoned among the four 
Cardinal V ertues, yet ren,-iember and 
confider that it is a main Bra'nch of one 
of chem. 
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P 1l u DEN c E is always· very defi.._ 

ficient when it does not extend it felf 
to the care of ttioney, as well as other 
matters. And till a man takes all rea­
fonable and due_ care ( as fa~ as is con­
fifterit with the love of God) of what 
Providence befl:ows on him of that 
kind, he wiU not deferve the Title of 
a prudent Perfon,. as to Seculars: and 
he that is not prudent in Secular, as 
well as Spiritual things, is fomewhat 
defectiv~, ( it c_annot be denied ) in 
t-rue Religion, for the Law· of Chri!l! 

' does corrunand us to be careful of ones 
· Eflate and Family : He that is not fo; 

fays ,St. Paul, is worfe than an Infidel, 
1 Tim. 5. 8. 

B .E not e_nOa ved to the opinion of 
thofe who underitand not Vertue ;'. 
The Vulgar ( among whom we ought 
to reckon every one that is Vicious) 
can no more judge of Ve!rue, than a 
Blind ma~ of Colours, or a Deaf 

man 
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man of Sounds. Think it not a piece 
of Felicity tQ be a fine Gentle1nan in 
the Efl:in1ation of Cooks,, and Vint­
ners, nor idly fling away your 1noney 
to purthafe the good word of a 
Drawer, or Tapfi:er; no more than 
I would advife you to f uffer your 
felf to-be grofly cheated for fear of · 
their bad one. 

You were fo hap·py as to travel 
fome thoufand of · Miles in your 
Childhood, and co live in your fa .. 
t_hers Houfe, who was a J;lublick Mi~ 
nifl:er abroad, fome years w · • }(,,. . r, . * At "- en1c1. among a very w11e Peo- , 
ple, very famous for Provid.ence in 
iWorlgly m~tters. And thQugh I caoQot 
expetJ that a Youth of twelve oi thir­
teen yea.rs old,could bring home much 

nowledge, and · experience; yet I 
I 1ope, by'~ a kind qf Salu~if erous CQn-­
agion, you have contracted n1ore¥ of 
hat anq other of their Ve,rtues, (though ·· - · -· ------ - - -··· none 
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none of their Vices) than ypu have 
retained of their 1,anguage. At leafl: 
it may be expected that you who have 
paffed through France and Italy, in an 
Age that is rrot altogether void of ob­
ferving (for it is fl:orieq of Grotius and 
fome others, that they were confide­
rable Scholars at twelve years old) 
fhould be better Fortified again!t 
Temptations to Profufenefs than many 
young men of a rawer Hmne Education, 
who think it Vertue to throw away Mo­
ney, and an unpardonable fin to 9ue­
fl:ion a Reckoning. 

I do pleafe my felf in imagining, 
that you \vill in this, and other good 
Qialities, be much above chofe who 
have had no ocher Education than that 
of a Petty School in their own Coun.:. 
try : Na_y, chat you ,vill not ceafe to 
labour; out of an honefl: E1nulation, 
t6 ol1t-fl:rip the Ripeft ~ads that never 
fa \V more chart Eaton,Winchefler ,or Weft­
minfler. · T o 
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To this end and purpofe call to remembrance, as well as you are able, the chief things which you faw abroad, ( it is not impoilible but as young a man as your felf may remember f ome­thing \Vorthy of Imitation ) and for the refreiliing of your Memory, and the improving of your Underfiand­ing, read, as ioon as you have oppor­tunity, f ome of the Cuil:oms of thofe Counrrys through VJ hich you paffed, . and more efpecially that wherein you did longefl: live. ltnitate ,vhat is good wheref oever you find it,though among Turks, and Pagans ; and aborrrinate what is evil in your own Country­men, or nearefl: Relations. 

· Y o u will find many vertues abroad that you cannot eafily tneet with at home; and f ome vices at ho1ne, with certain Aggravations, chat are feldo11;1 heard of abroad; among which giv~ 
L il!e 
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me leave to reckon one extravagance 
in the Univerficy, which I think is 
without Precedent or Parallel. 

I mean che fcandalous abufe of the 
the Office , of the Terr te-filius : very 
good poffibly irt it£ firfl: Defignation, 
but . now become, as it is ordinarily 

_performed, odious and abo1ninable, 
and vvithout all ~Efpute very mifchie­
vous to the Yauth of the Univerfity in 
its confequences; who are thereby 
very often corrupted, I fear, in their 

- firfi: Conceptions of Vic;e and V ertue ; 
and infuared; before they G:an well 
J udg·e, into a belief that Scurrility, 
Prophanenefs, Obfcenity, Impudence, Ly­
ing, and Contenzpt of Authority, are lau­
d .ble Q!alities, or, . if fins, fuch as 
are very Venial. But the nature of 
this Irregularity requiring me to in­
large thereon, I iball referve it as 
the fi.1bjecr of another Letter., and 

,. 
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in ~e triean time continue my Pr~yers· 
for you that you n1ay be preferved 
froni this and · all oth~r Infectio"ri~­
aiTurirtg yotf that I i1n, 

Eafter Tuefaaj 
1685. 

My D. N 

Your affifliondte Uncli~ 

-Expoftng th~ E xtravagance of the Terr~ Fili~1S>O"c.' 

My D.N. 
:, . 

I. M~fi: 1:-ow accor~in_g to ¥1Y ~ro~_, 
mile 1n my laft give you a view 

of che Exorbitancies of rhe Terr te­
filiU5,to Caution you very· early· ag-~infl 
this deplorable abufe, which- hath. in 
a· manner Intoxicated for fome years:. 

L i paft 
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pail: the Youth of the Univerfity; left 
you may be drawn away by your 
young Companions into an admira­
tion of that which is detefl:ed by the 
wife and worthy Governours of Ox-· 
ford, and all judicious and · right ver-
tuous perfons, as much as it is doated 
on by ·fi1ch _as -are of Irreligious, Loofe, 
or Carelejs fpirits. 

TH 1 s notorious violence ( where­
of I a1n to (peak) not only to Reli­
gion, but a_ll kind of good Manners, 
I h1d Indignation againfr, and did, I 
blds God, bevvail, before I had the 
honour - to take any Degree in the 
l1niverfity, though thofe kind of 
Brutes were much more tame, and n10-
deft, in thoie days, than they are at 
prefent, to the high encre~Je of their 
ovvn iliame, · and fin of thofe who 
do encourage· them againfl: the efia­
blifhed Government, and Governours 
of the · Place, \vho have oftentimes 

· ihewn 
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fhewn Zeal againft, and declared their 
detefl:ation ofthis Enormity. 

I look upon it as an Infallible De­
monfl:ration, that true Wit, as \vell as 
Verrue among the younger Genera­
tioq begins to fall into its Declination, 
fince Impudence f ometimes doth thus 
pafs for Ingenuity, and Scholars begin 
to be at iuch a great lofs for J eits, 
that they are forced to rake Hell for 
them. 

Such kind of Ribaldry, as I hav~ 
heard upon fuch occaGons, i nd \ ~ · 
vented, as I have been told, 1the lafl: 
Act and Com1nencemeac, in both 
Unive(Gties, muft needs be of the De­
vils Infpiring, who furely has fome 
Secretaries in that Club vvho induftri­
ouf1y lay their heads together to invenc 
ljes., and Reproaches. And ic is no 
great wonder, chat fo1ne have arrived 
(O fuch a pitch of Irreligion and 
.Athei[m in this Age, as to vvrite 

L 3 Satyrs 
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S.atyrs _upon V ~rtue, _when there is. 
fomfthi11:g like it ( in defianc~ of Au­
thori~y) annually acted in the Uni~ 
yerfity ;' and at ruch a Public~ . t~me and 
-~on~ourfe of People [ even Foreiners 
of mofl: _Civilized Nations of Europe J 
that 'the ,.t\VO Antient Univerfities of 
Pxford, · and Canzbridge, fain.ous all the 
World over in other matters, in this 
become their Derifion. .. - .. ; 
~ '-

: · T o the truth, ·of this, ! 1ny felf 
:ean bear Tefl:imony, having heard, 
to my great trouble, f oreiners abroad, 
for the fake of the Terrr,e-filiiu, mak~ 
as fevere Reflexions on , the Govern­
ment \)f ·Oxford, 'as h~ on the Go­
vernours, 1a yirig very. great fin at the 
l)rrte-jiliuls charge; but greater guilt 
a~--· their Door?, who do not impof~ 
greater Pu~ifhment th ~reon than Ex­
pell'ing fron:~- the Univerfity, after 
~1~ving f~und by Experience that that 
,~/111 not reform it; they· thinking it c·;. ,. - ., -· no 
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no feverity to condemn fo publick and 
unpardqnable a Buffoon, to be for 
ever after uncapable of fo facred a 
Funetion as -the Miniftry, unlefs his 
Repentance be as publick as his Sin : 
and I mufl: declare my [elf of the fame 
opinion; rhat f uch a Cenf ure would 
not be too rigorous for thofe that 
glory in Expulfion, and ,vill not 
take warning from the feverities that 
are, from time to titne, very worchi-
1 y by the Vice-Chancellour and Do-_ 
ctors inflicted upon Qffendors. 

Surely, if ever iuch ill Logick as_ 
arguing from the Abufe to. the Abo­
liflunent pe allowable, it will be in 
the E1nployment of the Terrie-filius; 
who takes a Prepofterous Method to 
be qualified for an E1nbaffadour of 
Chrifl:, by expo!ing hi1nielf~ before 
People of fi1ndry Nations, for the 
Univedity J efier, out of a very vain 
fooli_fh_ ~0pe, · a111ong ft~~~1 as are 

L 4. Boyifh, 
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Boyiili, Wanton, and Injudicious, to 
get the Reputation of Wit : which if 
he does, let him remember that fuch 
a Wit [ v~id 'of all Wifdom, Religi­
on, and good Morality J is but a Wit 
in Jefl, which an Ingenious Author 
did very truly, and wittily [ long fince 
in his Characters J £tile a fool in · 
earneft. 

Were this Exor?itancy only a fruit 
of an Excercife performed by young 
1nen before they had been thqught 
\Vorthy to be ad1nitted either to a De­
gree, or the holy Sacrament : that is, 
before they ,vere Imbued with any 
right Principles of found Learning ' 
and true Religion, it ,vere 1 efs to be 
\vondred at ( though in the1n it would 
not ·be tolerable) but for Ma_fters of 
Art, Scholars that have fp cnt at leafl: 
[even years in a Univerfiry, paffed 
through a Courfe of Philofophy, and 
have H:udied fo1ne divinity; L or have 

had 
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had fufficient opportunities f o to do J 
that they_ fhould be ambitious of the 
Employi{lent of, a Merry Andrew, is 
Matter of greaceft afl:onifhment to all 
Perf ons of fober fenfe ; and doth fuffi­
cientl y Proclaim, that in their fear ch 
after Philofophy they fo!got their 
Ethicks, and in their reading of Divi­
nity, never well confidered the Chrifl:i­
an Religion, which reckons f uch 
f ooli{h Talking and lefting among the 
groffefl: Immoralities and Impie-· 
ties. 

I a1n not for the Banifhing fron1 
the World all kind of Satyr : This 
Age does furely, ·as much as ever any ~­
did, want it, and the Governours of 
the Univerfities w.ithout difpute would 
be contented to take their fhare of the 
Lafh, if the Pedon defigned to \Vhip 
Vice in others, did not in himfelf re­
nounce V ertue ; and inftead of Re­
forming the·Old, Corrupt the Young ; 
· , inftead 
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i.nfread of Declaming againfl: Vice, 
Exclame againfl: Goodnefs ( the Office 
both of Te-r-1:£-jiliU5 and Prevaricator 
Magifter 11'!plicans, ~ and Junior of the 
Act coo are fometimes now adays in 
reality no better) and inflead of fa­
cetioufly, and modeflly reproving Per­
f ons, ir.1excufabl y guilty, by clofe and 
witty Infinuations ; boldly and open­
ly Reproach, Villifie, Na1ne, and Point 
at, their Superiours, ( and fometimes 
the worthiefl: of the ~and ) and f aHly 
accufe the1n to their very faces, in the 
prefence of Perfons of all Nations, 
~egrees, and Qyalities ; and all this 
in fo bald and R uftick a m~nner, as 
is Intelligible to every Idle Wench, 
and Country Bun1kin : to their ovyn 
own horrible guilt in deterring f ober 
(;entry, and others, to fend their 
Children to the Univerfity, who, in­
deed, Vvould have great reaf on to keep 
them away ( I(nowledg being .too 

· ·. dearly 
- - - .J 
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d~arl y bought when ic is purchafed by 
the lofs of V ertue ) if the Governours 
were C as God be praifed they never 
,were ) [ uch as they are malicioufly re­
p~efented, and did not oppofe ( as to 
their honour th~y have ever done) this 
Intolerable Corruption. 
· I cannot imagine _ocherwife but that 
you, a fober young m~n advanced in 
Years ( and f o much the better ) as 
well as Parts, and Experience, ·above 
many young Scholars who are fenc up 
very Raw to the Univerfity at the 
Age of thirteen ot four teen ( too young 
pnlefs in f 0111e extraordinary cafes ) d<t 
your felf difcern this Corruption againft 
which I now inveigh to be very 
blameable in it fe-lf, and Pernicious 
in its Co~feque11:ces ; and in goqd 
truth beneath the gravity of a round 
~ap to fmile at ; and chat yqu will 
accordingly take care that thG 'Repu­
tation of fi.1ch naufeous Performances 
; . . . . . \ [ .the _ 

? 
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[ the very Excrement of che Act J may 
have not any kind reception in your 
breafl: to the prejudice ofVertue. 

I defire you fhould be a lover of 
all Difcourfes and Perfons that truly 
deferve the name of Witty, Pleafant, 
and Facetious. I am not, I thank 
God, by -Nature, neither would I have 
you to be fowre and morofe. Inno­
cent 1nirth does beco1ne none f o well 
as vertuous Souls, and indeed none 
but a real good 1nan can be inwardly 
Gay, and Chearful: There can be no 
continual Fe aft ,vhere there is not a good 
Co'nfcience. 

TH E thing I mainly drive at, is this, 
that young men n1ay not be eafily im­
pofed on, and receive adulterate, in­
fiead of true, Coin, and fwallov1 
down the filthy dregs of a vain, fro­
thy) and vicious Pate, for the very 
Quin-tefcence of right laudable Wit, 
and Ingenuity; But be throug~ly 

conv1n--
• I 
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convinced, that fuch pretended Wits 
as cannot, . in [o large a field as is 
allowed them, find out Innocent J efis 
fufficient to divert the Auditory ,and to 
accompli{h the end of their Office, are 
deplorably dull. 

· A L L things are big with J efl: ( fays 
our excellent Divine Herbert in his 
Poe1n fl:iled the Church Porch, very 
well deferving not only to be read, 
but committed to memory, by young 
Gentlemen ) and a truly Witty and 
Ingenious 1nan that has the knack of 
it, ( as fome have had heretofore, God 
be praifed, in both Univerfities ) \vill 
eafil y difcover them, without , giving 
any wound to .Divinity or Morality. 
Whofoever .co1nmit fuch defperate 
Folly, inconfifl:ent with all kind of 
good Nature, and Humanity, are 
·Wits .falf1y fo fiiled, as I dare pro­
nounc;e all fi1ch to be, who for \Vane 
of \Vic turn Buffoons and Atheifrs. 
. And 
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And he that has not .fo much Com~ 
mon Grace, and Prudence, as to ah­
ftain from the firft, whilfi he is under 
Refl:rainc in a well governed Univ er .. 
fity, ( nay, I think I 11).ay fay, the bejf 
Governed as well as the mo.ft famous one 
in Europe ) will fcarte have f o 1nuch 
Religion as to defend hi1nfelf againfl: 
the latter, when he comes abroad into 
a profane \'Qorld, Tinctured ,vith all 

· kind of Impiety. 
I hope none will fancy \vhat I write 

proceeds fro1n any particular Provo­
cation. I never was, neither am I ever 
like to be, a Head of a College, or 
Governour in a Univerfity, which are 
the Marks whereat they ~hiefly fhoot 
their Bolts ; fo that none of their Ar­
rows ever \Vere, or are 4 ever like to be, . 

· levelled at 1ne ; which if they had 
been, and hit me too, I ihould never 
have thought .it to my difhonour. 
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M v Zeal is, left there be wrong 

meafures taken by the young Gentle­
men of the Univerfity { among \Vhom 
I have had for twenty years pafl: a 
great many Relations, have divers at 
prefent, and am like to have 1nore for 
the future) who are too apt to think 
it a fine thing to be paft all fhame, to 
invent and utter Lies, and to expofe 
ones felf, at one of the mofl: Publick 
Affemblies of the Nation, for a Con­
te1nner of Gbd and Goodnefs, and all 
the P'-ules of Decorum that are Ef­
fential to any ·,Civilized Govern- . · 
h1ent. 

H E 1t E i N, I am f ure, I do not go 
beyond my Lafl:, I ibould think 1ny 
felf, not only unworthy the name of 
a Divine, but, of a Chrifl:ian, if I 
fhould appear not at all concerned for 
o many of my young Kindred, as· 

God has blefl: me with, and are year­
y Spectators at the Egregious Folly · of 
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of the Terrtt-filius, the jhame of the Uni­
verjity ; gro\vn to that exceilive height, 
that a fober man may with lefs fin, 
and more to edification, fee a Jack 
Pudding act in :Bartholomew Fair, than 
be prefent at f o leud and fcandalous an 
Exercife as chis, whereof I fpeak, doth 
often prove. 

F o R me-, to prefcribe a Remedy, 
for fo mighty an Evil, which feems 
too Potent for the Vice-Chancel.lour, 
and all the Doctors of Oxford and 
Ca,nbridge, ( who, though they do from 
time to time grievouf1y complain of 
chis Abufe, have not yet found out 
a means fL1fficient to redrefs it-) would 
be a high piece of Prefumptipn. ~ut 
it \vill not be an error of chat fort, in 
thefe my Inflructions,(wherein I would 
have all 1ny young I(indred think 
themfelves fo f?,Lconcerned,as to make 
ufe of them in their refpecti . .ve Cir·cum­
f:lances ) to declare freely to you my 

Nephew 
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Nephew ( for whom I have 1nuch 
tender love) what I humbly conceive 
to be a f ure Mee hod of Education of 
young Scholars, and fuch as will take 
off all 1nanner of Gufl: fro1n fuch Pub­
lick Exercifes, or Private Difcourfes, as 
~ellifh oflrreligion, or hurt good Man­
ners ; to both which our Modern 
Terrt£-filiuls and Prevaricators, &c. 
P.roclai1n then1felves profeffed Ene~ . 
n11~s. 

THE R.ules I have penned dovvn in 
thefe Papers ( \1i.rhei:eon I invoke God's 
bleffing ) are of this Nature, ~nd di­
. rected to f uch an honefl: end. The 
ob[ervation of the111. vvill fecure you 
and all others whom God gives the 

-grace diligently to pracbfe ~he1;11 } 
agai~fr the poyfon belcht out by the 
1·err te-JiliU5 ( fo much the more deadly 
when vented in a Venerable Auditory 
of Grave and Judicious Perfons, whofe 
Formalities are not only abufed, but · 

M in 
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in a manner prophaned, while they 

-countenance and give credit to fuch 
Difcourfes as are pernicious to V ertue ) 
and prove an admirable Prefervative· 
a Ho againfl: the Contagion of f uch 
Prophane · Co1npany as ma.ke it 
their bufinefs to Jeer, or Droll at Re-
ligion. . 
. IF the feriot1s reading ~of, and in-

-tenie meditati<?n on; thofe holy Scri­
ptures, and pious. Books, which I 
have chofen for your daily Compa­
nions in your Study ( mentionec:\ in 
my firfl Letter of advice) have the de­
figned and wiil1ed for effect upon your 
Soul ,and Gonfcience, aS' tO incUne you 
in your heart to love Verrue, and be­
v;ail the Vanities, and Vices of Youth, 
and fincerely to embrace Religion, 
according to the duty of every good 
Chriflian ; io as to fl:ri ve againfl: your 
Paffions, and evil .Inclinations, till 
yon ha ye got the lv1afie~y over all 
· .. · Youth-
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Y otithful Lulls, or at leafl: are not en.­na ved to any one of the1n : YOU will 
be too flrong to be ovetthrovvn by 

· the wind of chofe Te1nptatioris that 
prev~il over the Generality of young 
Scholars, who were riever f o happy 
as to (Rsceive, with due Preparation 

~and fincerity of Soul, Canfinnation and 
tlJe Holy Sacra,nent; To the want of 
the right performance whereof, in due 
feafon, ( that is either before, or. foon 
after Admifiion into Colleges ) I n1ufl: 

)lft:tribute the chief part of the Extra- 1 
, 

vagance of thofe Students who are 
?rawn away and debauched in the 
Uni verfity ; as to the £idt ill example 
of fome very bad me·n there may be 
attributed, a great many, and ( \V hich 
prove ofce·n ) very incurable Irregu­
larities, vifible in Gentry, and Clergy, 
when they co1ne. abroad irrto the· 
world.; -

M 2 THUS 
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,.~r H l1 s you _ will, as you grow in 

Verrue, and -Chrifl:ian knowledge, 
more clearly difcover the lamentable 
Folly of unbridled ·Youths and head.­
firong young men ; to which Age we 
may apply, more pertinently than to 
any other, that of Job, Vain man would 
be UJije though he he like a 1vild Ajfe' s 
C it ' o~~-

T Hus alfo }OU will find, by the 
confrant and fincere ufe of fuch means 
of Verrue, as you now enjoy an1 are 
earnefily preQ: to, that God will bleis 
you infenfibly \Vith fpiritual flrength 
to defpife thefe vajn Courfes and 
Converfations, \Vhich ill nur~ured 
Lads do doat on, and admire, ( ,vhich 
are not the le'is Boyifh when pracbfed 
and Patronized, as they too often 
are, by fquare Caps., as well as round) 
and if -God grant you the courage 
( vvhich he will not deny if you do 
with ~1urn ble itnportunity ask it) to 

~ purfu7 
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' · purfue with Devotion, and Affiduity, 

the Prefcribed Method of Piety 
( whereon it was your duty to refol ve 
when ·you came t~ renew your Bap­
tifmal Vow . in the holy Sacrament, ) 
and ft1ccefsfully get through the Tem­
ptations of your firft Year ·; you will 
in a great 1neafure have overcome the 
the chief difficulties and dangers of 
your life ; and approve your [elf more 
a man at nineteen, than 1nany ( you 
may meet withal) at feven and nven- _ 
ty; who fmell very ·il:rongly of a 
Country School \vhen they have been 
nine or ten years in a College, having 
not attained t<? th?,t degree of Vert ue 
and Sobriety, ( nor -( poilibly) Philo­
fophy neither,) which 1nay be reafona- -
bly expected frqm a young 111an ioon 
after his arrival. 

Yo u will likewife hereby le2.rn to 
loath -n~t only the company of openly 
vicious and leud oppofers of TV ertue, 

M 3 , but 
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but the ordinar, infipiq Converfation 
of thofe, who nev~r feafon their Qif­
courfe with any Salt; who talk very 
much, but to little purpofe ; \V hich 
Impertinent and ,,infignificant Inter­
courfe is never f o unfeaf onable, and 
~nfuitable, as in a Coll~ge; a place iq. 
a p~rticular 1nanner d~dicated to De­
yorion, Vertue, aqd Lear11ing, where 
a.11 things, even Divertifements, fhould 
be f o ordered, ~s to be{ome v,1a y, or 
other, to Edification. 
· T HE practice of Verrue will thus 
f oon become to you very eafie, and 
delight[ om : The ways of· wifdo,n are 
ways of Pleafantnejs, and all her Paths 
are Peace: \vherein vve fhall find no 
dificulty but what proceeds fro1n vi­
fi~us l-f1bits, and contrary Cuftoms; 
vvnich the foon~r we do oppoie, the 
fooner vve fhall overcome ; and every 
one of us rnufl: fooner or later van­
quif11 all evil ~Iapits, fo as to be free ,, · from 
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fro1n the Dominion of every known 
wilful fin; or we fhall mifs of a con­
fiderable degree of true ha ppinefs in 
this World as ,vell as certain glory in 
the next. 

TH us ( My 'Dear Nephew) you 
may, by God's bleffing, if you are 
not wanting to your felf, proceed 
fro1n one degree of Verrue to another, 
and from a lowc!r to ~ higher Method 
of Education and Iinprove1nenr, till 
you become a real good <;:hriftian, 
and a fine Gentleman, a Perfon of In­
tegrity, and a well bred man ; not in 
the eyes of the V nlgar, ( I vvould not 
have you feek for Praife from fuch a~ 
underftand-not V ertue,) but in the 
efbmation of the heft, and wiiefl: 1nen, 
whofe Opinion ( though their nu1n­
ber may be very few in this Profligate 
Age which feeins to carry \Virh it the 
very dregs of. ChriH:ianity ) is 1norc 
co be valued., than the vvhole Rabble 

C M 4 OL 
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of a Nation, _\ivho are_·~·ery ~a~ J~dges -
of the Qlahfications of a man of 
Meri~; ,and do feldom cry up thofe 

.. ~alities and Venues ·rhat befl: deferve 
a univerfal Fan1e. ' 

Being once \vell fraught \Vith Ve~­
tue, : and fnrnifhed with ··a good mea~ 
fi.1re of Reafon ( and you are likeiy 
the -inore to encreafe in one as you 

- · gro\V in the other) you vvill be quali­
fied for'a freer Cohverfe among men~ 

. , a'.nd not lie under fo great a neceffity, 
as at prefent, fo induH:riouCTy to avoid 
all thofe T emptations of Company 

· T1entioned \vhich are no\v very dan­
gerous,; being then Capacitated to 
dravv Verrue, like the Bee, from the 
very fan1e fubjeec-1natter, from which 
i ndiicreet and ill ~dif po fed Perfons, like 
the Spider, do fuck Poyfon; and \Vhen 
you are indeed arrived to fuch a pitch 
of vertue~ and knovvledge, you \vill 
begin really to deferve the · name 
-~ cf 
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of a Philofopher,and C:hrifl:ian (which 
mere J_Jetters will never make yoµ,) 
arid go op. ,comf~rta~l y through all 
:the difficulties of your Study, and re­
·rnai9ing Temptations of your Life, 
~ither in 'felation to your gen~ral or 
particular Calling. Concerning which 
l f11all fay forpewhat i~ my next Le~- -
;e·rs. fo~ the prefent I fhall add no 
more but· that I a1n, · . 

St. M arks day 
- 1685 . . 

My1J.N. 
. . 

Your ajfeElionate Uncleo 

L Jl T-
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_____ ____ .. 

LETTER XII. 

. Direcfing the .Choice of a partici,lar Calling. 

My D. N. 

H OP 1 NG that you have well 
confidered,and digefted in fom~ 

1ne· iure, the (ub · ects recon1mended 
to you in my former Letters ( which 
are I hu1nbly conceive all of very· 
great momen~. ) I am encouraged to 
proceed in my propofed Method of 
advice (byway of Letter .fince I have 
.not yet an opportunity to talk with 
you ) for your good efl:abliiliment 
novv at your Erfr fetting out in the 
\Vorld. 

W H A T Prof effion or flare of life 
you are 1nofl inclined to, or beft 
·Calculated for, I am yet ignorant ; 

neither 
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neither is it very neceffary to my pre­
fent Defign frrictly to enqujre after. 
Whatfoever Courfe you :fleer you are 
not like to fucceed the worfe for the 
Practice of Virtue and Devotion, but 
have rather grpund to fear, that with-• 
out the bleiling of Heaven, which no 
per[ on can pro1nife himfelf who re~ 
j ects Religion, you are not like to 
prof per in any undertaking. 
· \Xl HE ·TH i R you Eye Divinity, 
Civil ·Law, o.r Phjjick, or the Common 
Law; the Life of a Soldier, or that of 
a Courtier. It is neceifary for you in 
rhe fidl: place to become a good Chri­
fl:ian: a.nd in thofe Profeilions \vhere­
in 1nen vulgarly think true Chrifli­
anity lefs neceffary, there we fhall 
find, if \Ve 1nake a right judgment of 
things, chat it is 1nofr indjipenfibl y 
required; As for Exatnple, rf o in­
france in the two lafr , the Souldier and 
the Courtier. . 
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Men are apt to fancy, that Religi­

on is an unfutable Concomitant of 
eitheri of thefe Profeffions, whereas if we throughly confider the _ dangers of 
a \"Xlar, and temptations of a Court, 
we £hall difcern f mall rea[on to ven-­
ture our fel ves in either, without 
a good Confcience, · and a J:?-10rtified 
Soul. 

A S ouldier fhould ever live in a 
confiant preparation for death, which 

/ Ile cann~t do without the practice of 
Rel~ion ; his Life is in continual, and 
greater hazard than other men's, and 
therefore has more reaf on th.an they 
to take care of his Soul. It is no part 
of Valour , to conte1nn God, nor 
Cowardize, to fear Dainnation. A 
Co1n1nander cannot be truly Valiant 
\Vithout Verrue. rfhat \-Vhich ap­
pears rnofr fo in Vicious 1nen, is but 
the Rage of a vvild Beaft [ a Lion 
or a T iger J rather than Fortitude. 

And 
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And he that fhould be mofl: crowned 
with Victory and Succefs, and arrive 
to a Pitch of Fame, and Glory, even 
to that of Alexander~· without Vertue, 
Faith, and Compa_ffion, would not pafs, 
among the wifefi, [o much for a great 
1n;in, as a cruel Butcher. 

A Courtier, though not in f o con­
flant danger, as to his Body, is in more 
in reference to his Soul. Nq courfe of 
life is more expof ed to continual 
Temptation; and therefore fuch a 
meafiire of V ertue as might fuffice 
another man, will not be fufficient 
for him who lives in a Court. He is 
al ways encompaffed with fnares, and 
not an hour free from fome dangerous 
allure1nent to Vice, or Vanity. A 
Courtier, therefore, without many 
good. habits of Verrue, is like a Sol­
dier, 1.ivithout his Armour, when in 
Feril every moment to be attackt by 
the Enemy. If he efcapes a mortal 

wound, 
, 
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wound, l1e cannot poliibly a void 
the being often repulfed, and yery 
fa~ly treated by his fpiritual . Ene­
mies. 

Neither do all the o -bligations 
Which a . Courtier has to true Piety 
confifl: in his f piritual danger. He 
has f undry and powerful Motives to 
:b.e exe1nplarily good,from his publiGk 
Station ; He being fet, - as it were, on 
a Hill, and expofed to fuch publick 
view, d~at his example mufl neceffa­
ti1y do either 1nighty Service:; or Dif­
fervice, to V ertue. And however the· 
Eyes of fo1ne men do, in chis purblind 
Age, overlook the fcandals of, a Court; 
( as much as fome others unjufHy 
magnifie them) thinking Vice more 
qifpenfibie, than elfewhere, near the 
Perf ons of Sacred Princes : yet it is in 
good truth; no \vhere fo odious and 
abon1inable. And it is, of all fpe­
crac1es, the 1110ft lan1entable, to 

difcern,. 
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di[cern, at the Elbow of a Chrillian 
.King, fuch a Monil:er as an Atheift : 
which does ju.fHy deferve to be ba­
nifhed from all Courts in --Chrifl:en­
dom; and will fa be, whenfoever the 
hearts of men are zealoufly bent to 
profecute the true Intereft of Virtue, or 
Civil Government. ' 

Bu T heartily praying that I may 
live to fee fo bletted an alteration, 
rather than enlarge on this Topick, 
( w ~ich I did once before touch Qn ) 

I lliall proceed in my Reflections· on 
the nectility of Y ertue for the right 
difcharge of any Profeflion, or fl:ace 
of Life; which, . without Religion, 
cannot be · truly fl:iled a Chrifl:ian 
Calling. · . 

Now granting that <J.(eligion ought 
not to be difpenced withal, in men 9f 
the Sword, 1·n~ed not fpend any Ink 
to convince you that it is much more 
Effential in chofe of the Gown and 

the 
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the Lo rig Robe, namely, irt the four 
other Prof effions \V hich I jufl: now 
mentioned : One whereof I confefs I 
would much rather fee you, than the 

, mofl: Eligible of the tw-0 other, though 
I am fure neither you, nor I, have any 
caufe to be an Et:1emy to either of thofe, 
but many fpecial reafons to be well­
willers to both. 

I £hall not ufe any particular Argu~ 
ments to perfuade you to any ·one of 
the fix !fates of life laid before you, 
provided you chufe one of the1n, and 
qualifie your [elf, as_ I I 

have advifed, 
before you undertake it:, I fhall refl: 
very well contented. 

ALL Gentlemen mu{F not be- Di­
vines, more than Lawyers:, and Phy­
ficians, nor all' l,avvyers and Phyfici­
ans, more than So1diers, and Cour-

. tiers. The Body Politick as well as 
Ecdefiaftick, is made up of divers 
members5 and no one can be cut off 

,. with-



... \ 
\, \'. 

Divine and Mor al. J 7 7 
\7-vithout maiming of- the Body. By 
c_he 'li~e Propo~tio~, -· as · th~ men1.bers 
of a Natural Body ( perufe and con­
fider well the tvvelfrh Chapter of the 
fidl: E pill le to the Cori~ithians) tend all 
t_o die rnD:tt~al decency, , fervice, and 
fuccour of the fa.me body ; fo v,;e­
fhould do one for another~ to 1nake 
up the myftical Body of Ch rift. . 

So M _E ought- to be 'Praying· daily 
in th~ Church; forne Difputing in the 
Schools; fome l~~eading in the Courts 
of J udi~atu.re ; fome; · vvhen there is 
ju~ caufe of War, fighting in the Field~, 
_and others hGnouring· their Prince 
( whereby they do ferve their Goun-­
try ) by a near attendance upon . his 
Pedon. Nay, vye · mufi not forget, , 
t_hat the ~eaneft Mechanickj thou&h 
they ougnt not to be fought , for 1n 
Publick Counfel, ndr fi~ high in the -
Congregariori : be placed. on rhe Judges_ 
Seat1 nor underfiand the Sentence of 

N Juda---
~ 
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Judg1nent: yet they do ( as the Wife-
1nan fpeaks, Ecclus. 3 8. 3 3.) contri­
bute to the maintaining of_ ~he W odd, 
and that witliout ~hef!l a City ca~not 
be inhabited. 
· Go n" ·has tempered all Bodie~ [ Ci­
vil or Ecclefiafrick ] }ike the nantral 
Bo~y of fY1an, giving 1nore abundant 
h<?n<?ur to that part which lacketh, 
that there fhould be no Schifm in the 
Body; but chat the fyie1nbers fhould 
have the Lltne care for ·one another, 
1naking _ t~ofe M einbers neceff ary 
which ieetn to be more feeble, and be-. . 
fto\ving more abundant honour up-
on thern, which we think to be lefs 

. honourable : fo that whether vve are 
high, or lo\v in a Chrif.tian Common­
weairh vve have an

1 

opportunity to do 
good, 'and to glorjfie our Maker; 
and f11ould not . deipife or envy one 
another. 

UP ON 
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· U P o ~ thefe ·confiderations you are 

left, to your free Election, by me, and 
I fuppofe by all your RelJ.tions, to 
pleafe your felf \vith the choice of 
your future fl:ate of Life, and \Vill 
hav~ no violence ufed, provided you 
make a difcreet Election, _ ( every one 
of your Relations would be -forry to 
fee y~u live idly_, rho\.lgh you might 
wear as good Cloths, and eat as good 
Meat as your Elder Brother ) con­
cerning which I {ball on! y farther ad­
vi[e, chat you would be exceeding 
,vary, and deliberate in your Deter­
mination, and with great Humility 
and Devotion, for fome conGderable 
time, confult this matter of ~igh im-. 
l??rtanc,e betwixt God and your ovvn 
Soul. 

Pro.flrate your felf often before the 
Throne of Grace, arid befeech hi1n 
who is infinite in Wif1.01n, Power, and 

. N 2 Love, 
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Lorz,:e, to incline you to_ \Vhat is mofl 
11-1rable to his \1(/ill, · and· wherein you 
are moil capable to contribute to the 
good of the l1niverfe. Have patience 
to fpend fo1ne rime in a Courfe of 
Study and Devotion, ~ill both are ( as 
they \Nill jn a fhort v1hile) be.come 

· pieafant. Carry this Requefl: along 
with you, not on\ y once, but feveral 
ti1nes to God's Altar. P"eco1nrne;nd 
unto God all your prefent Defigns, 
and future hopes, and wait upon him 
for. his Illumination. Advi{e vrith , . 
your beft and vvifeft Friends, rhofe 
vvho are bc£1 acquainted \vith your 
N atural Parts, and ,.-f e1nper, and \Vho 
jn_ io1ne m ~tters 111ay ~: ~ "n0. "" ., com-

.. "' T , 1 . ,-,. ~ .., J"',. . ... . . 4 I'. f. pe cnt J L~ , 3-·.) l,. __ ___ .... .i <,.... your 1~ ... . 

d r- 11 • . p· , I~ A , r a t 1·• 1s~ ✓-- , - """ • ,,1 Jrt1 n :, ai•- ~ l .i...l .. U~,::, , a.ll-• -

de:-it C are, do:, i 1 th~ nan1e of God, 
. as );Our O\Vn Mind and Confcience 

i11.1il .direct you. And that both 
1nay 
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1nay be guided by the all-wife God, is 
the hearty Prayer of, 

_, My D. N. 

Your a}feEtionate itncle.,, 

' Poflfcript. 

ANn having difcourfed of the 
choice of a Calling it is not 

un~aionable ·ro recommend to your 
reading the fourth Sennon of learn­
ed Biiliop Sanderfon ad Populu,n, on 
1 Cor. 7. 1 4. · !. 

I. 

N3 
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L E r r E. R XIII. 

E:~hrrrliJ7 to keep cl~(e to the Church ~f ,EnglandJ 
· tt.,:-?!'I her ,vith fo :i:11e <::a.uticns again ft Mr. Hobs. 

!Uy D~N. 

I I-lave faid nothing in. any of my 
Letters to fortifie you either againfl: 

Phanaticifm or Popery, becauje I do 
no,t fear any,- danger either from your 
natural Te_n1per, or prefent Circum­
fiances : :But if I did, l could not give 
petter Counfel to that pui;pofe than I 
have done already, in advifiag you 
yery early lo acquaint your felf ,virh 
your Bible, and Common-Prayer-

. Book. 
Such as t1a ve been fo happy, as to 

h~v·e peen trained up, fro1n their 
Youth, in the 1101 y S~riptures; and 
h~ve re~d then} often, with Sincerity, 

Humility, 
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Hu1nility, and earne~ Prayer to God 
for d1vine Illumination, have been 
fe] do1n carched by the baits of chat · 
Chu_rch which makes ignorance the 
Mother of Devotion. · 
A~~ on the other fide, chafe vvho 

have well and throughly confidered 
the excellent defign of thf divine Ser­
vice of tqe Church of England, will 
not be _eafil y rec9nciled to· fuch a Party 
as are Haters of f uch an inco1npara-­
ble Liturgyo To which if you would 
.~dd, as you advance on in years, the_ 
ferious confideration of the Purity of · 
its -Doctrine [ contained in the 8 91 
Articles,] and the --Ufefulnefs of it$ 

Difcipline [ injoyned in our Canons.] · 
You · will take the mofl: effecl:utl . 
courfe to efl:ablifh your felf vvell,both 
againfl: the one and the other . . , Both· _ 
which ( and indeed our ,vhole Con--. • 
fiitution and Order) are fo ·a.dmira­
ble and unexceptionable, that. it is 1 

N 4 not 
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- riot po(fible to be Enetnies to either; 
unlefs \Ve are_ perfect fi:rangers to thetn 
'oth; ,vhich if the People· of England 

h1d never been,._ they could · hot have 
-been [o eafily drawn avvay, into [o · 
1nany Seers, ~n.d Fa[tions, and pre­
judiced,. · µay, _ i111bitt~red againA: a 
Churc~ whi~h is nD vvhere to.be equaJ-
1ed. And the mqltitude ( it is plain) had 
~1ever been [ o a ie~o~d thne; ( I mean 
grofly ign0ra11t of our Otder, Pif~i­
pline, and Doltrine ) riad not \Ve our 
f~lve~ of_ th~ Clergy, been too defici­
ent, .in obey~ng his Majefi:ie~ wife, and 
Go~Uy Direftiqns ta, Preach~r1 \Nhich 
vvere publifh~d very feaionabl_y after 
.qis Refl:auration, in the year 1 6 6 2 ._ 
and ~ifperfed by th~ Arch bifhops 
~UTJ.ong all the Clergy of Englmul; 
vvbich ~eguire d~e Articlts of the 
Church to be read i.n ;h.e Congrega-­
ti011 every Year nvice,_ and the Ca­
pons, at · lea~) once i as a1fo the 

Prayers 
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Prayers and -Ru bricks to be foinetimes 
in the Y·ear difcourfed on, and ex­
plained : The befl: expedient that could 
nave been1:hought on ( and God for­
give us chat have no't ·put it in ~xecu­
cion ) . to h4.ve prevented the growth 
both of Superfl:ition and Schi[m here 
a.1nong us; and · the l_amenrable · dan:.­
ger w·e have been l~tely _in from our 
exceffive f ec1:r of, ,Popery, 't.Pd too 
little _fear of fedjtion. -

F o R the fame Reafons chat I have 
for.born to direB: a~y confiderable part 
of my Difcourfe againfl: the Pope of 
fR.gme, . or the Presbyterian of England: 
( two very kind Friends; who_ do 
we_ll agree,' when they have an oppor­
tunity· to wound our Church ) I have 
\Vaved any· enlargement upon the 
dangerous · and pernicious Errors and 
Principles of d1~· great M~fl:er, or ra­
ther Monfter of Mabnsbury ; as he was 
!lot unjt1fily fl:iled . in the Title Pag~ ' 

ot' 
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Qf a• fmall P~ece I once met ,vithal. 
I s:i.m nor, I -thank God,. f o much 
afraid for you on this a.c~ount as for 
fo~e-Qther yoµng _men. I d:o Judge 
y911~ and I .hope I a1n not miflaken, 
to be v~ry, ,vell natured, and hu1nble. 
And good. nature, · and Humili~y are 
y~ry 5id ~alifications for a.Hobbifl: ; 
who, ( as the ~orfr fort ?f Presby­
t_~rian_) js made up ~f the very Qklin­
teif ence · of the contrary Vices._ And 
befid~s · you ar.e fallen into the hands of 
a Tutor, who will, I hope, fave me 
•this.labour, and , in due feafon infinu­
~re into you f uch right and Orthodox 
notions of Vertue ,and Vice, as to caufe 

· you to abho_r any one who !hall teach 
that there is ··betwixt chem no moral 
differ~n~e, making a King. more. than Goµ _; and Go.d an abfolut~ Tyrant: 

'" fu~n a kind of Being a~ doth not fuit 
f o well with Heaven, as the Infernal 
Pit ; the Portraiture of the Deity, that 

1S 
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is dra,vt?, by Mr~ J-1/fbbs, ferving very~ 
well for the ~r,f'ure of a Devil 
\'v'~ofe Body ,,of Divinity, w~hout 
difpi1te, h~~n one of ch~ Mafl:er­
pieces.of -Satan ; and it is to be fea,red 
has done mQre to prepare ~he vvay for 
Atheif~ _ than any attempt this -late 
Age has prqduced. For to f peak 
freely my thoughts, I ihould t~ink 
it a V ertue to fancy nhere was no God 
at all, rather than , to believe there. i.s 
fuch an one as m.a); be_~efci;ibed \Jy the 
Princ;iples of that Le-viath~n: .A God 
who1n none could love, no,.r with any 
delight .ado1;~'· _ 
· rf' o draw to a Conclufion, . my 
chief bufi~~fs hath ·been, and is,. iq 
this my \Vell intended Advice to youir 
felf, (and . my othei; yquthful ~elatj-. 
ons ) to prekrve- );OU from P.ra,Elical,. 
rather tha_n S!Jecu,l~ive 4theijm. For 
the Pra8ical . 4theijj ,of the two, __ as 
pious Mir-tf{Jdu/a_ tells u.s, is the gre~tefl: 

Mon-

• I 
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Monfl:er ; that is, he that prof effes to 
believe there is . a. God, ·and yet lives 
as if there vvere none. And this 
kind of Character, I am [ ure does· 
Ingrofs by far the gre~teft part of Man-kind. - · 
- · A s to the Speculative At!Jeift, that 
js,' f u·ch a man as does not at all be­
lieve 'that there' is a God ( and, I am 

' . fure, it is d:ifficult 'to per[ uade ones felf, that th~re is -fuch a11 one in na­
ture. ) I £hall tell· you, and fhut up my Difcourfe with an honeft plain edifying Story ; concerning a very 

~ Profane, fenfual finner, ·who was not 
9nly efl:eemed; but did in a manner 
profefs himfelf to be an /4J7eift: who, 
having· for a long time forced his un­
dedl:anding to · ffoop to his Will and 
Affections, ~nd giving himfelf up to the power 9f his co,;rupt Nature, and 
:rp.any fins ag~inil: God, qid endeavour 
·~o . perfuade · others· ( and' would fain 

have 
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, av~ p~rfuad~d hjmfelf) that · there 
rwas none; yvho, being pulled down 
_very Jow into a dangerous condition, 
by a, fevere fie of ficknefs·, which 
opened his Eyes, and gave him ano- , 
t~er kind of view of Eternity, and 
the flare of the .~oul, than he ever had 
before, fell into. an extraordinary de;.. 
gree of Def pond ency, almoft even 
unto de(pair ; and uttering many mt:­

lancholy Expie{fions ,vith great fear, 
.and trouble concerning · his future 
Efl:_ate, ·\,Vas vifited · by one o~ his old 
_Companions of the fa~e Kidney; and 
,asked, vvhy that he,, \vho did neit)her 
believe~there \Vas God, or Devil, Hea­
ven, or I-Jell, fhould · have fi.1ch difinal 
apprehenfions·of Death, whi~h would 
de1iYer him frorn all his mifery; ~­
plied, aqd ( in a doleful n1anner ) ven- · 
red his fear and Grief, faying, " .It is_ 
," tru , I believe that there is no God~ 
'' but I am not fr1re, vv hat if there · 

" fhould 
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'' fhould be orte ? Then I am in a la­
" mentable cafe. 

T HE s E are the ufual Perpl~xities 
-of fuch kihd of Impudent [inners, and 
bold defiers of Heaven, who are of all 
the moil: fearful men w,hen they corhe 
to die; whereof there are Innumera­
ble Inftances, and it is not long fince 
thJt our own Country produced ave­
ry notable one. . . 

A N n I could tell you another Sto­
ry, like the former, of the great 
Oifciple-monger ( of curfed memory) 
laft f po ken of; who did, in the fame 
manner, ,vhen he was once like to 
die in France, difcover very much fear 
of death, and gave fufficient Expreili- . 
ons of his Repe_ntance both for his evil 
Principles, ·and Practices, to an e1ni­
nent Pillar of our Church, ( then in 
Baniflunent with our Soveraign, fince, 
a great Prelate here in England, from 
\Vhofe Mouth I have ieveral times 

heard 
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heard this Relation ) in fuch fort, as 
to be admitted to receive the Holy 
Sacrament, according to the excellent 
order of our Church : But being per­
mitted, by God, to recover his former 
health, returned to his vile and vitious 
temper of mind, · like the JJog 'to hi& 
·vomit, or the Sow who wa,s wajhed to he~ 
wallowing in the Mire : renouncing his 
former Vo\vs and Refolucions, and 
making it his Divercifem-enc,' in motl: 
Companies, to laugh at, and ·expofe, 
himfelf, for the greatefl: 'Verrue of his 
,v~1ole life; which. vvas, chat he- did 
once 1nake an offer at Repen,tance, afid 
the Salvation of his Soul. · · 

F o R a voiding of which fears, ·and 
quahn~, which neither (ort of Atheifl: 
is like to efc pe, \vheh God brings 
him down upon his Death-bed) and 
opens his Confcience ; it is the wi{eft 
way, for all men to lean to the ·fi.1refl: 
fide, and bet~Lnes prac1:ife Vertue and ' 

Religioni 
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Reljgion.It is certain that if there fhould 

b~ no God,. and the Sour iliould prove 

rhortal, there can be no ill confe~ 

quence of Piety and Goodnefs, fine~ 

it carries its Reward with it, and 

affords ·men a kind of Heai ven here in 

this World, if they rnifs of one here­
after: whereas an Atheifl:ical, leud 

. Wretch, if there fhould be no Tor­
ments in another World,_ feels a fr1ffi­
cient Hell here in this life to convince 

him of the wretchednefs of his Choice; 

and to denominate him, for preferring 
Vice before Verrue, the greatefi of 

_ Fools, and Mad1nen, Even in the 1nidfl 

of laughter his heart u Jorry, fuys Solo~ 

tnon, _ and the end of all his ]Yftrth H ea-

vine)s. · 

. AN ~ at lafl:, if fi1ch a miferable 
Wretch .do ever ( as he will one day, 

as fure as there is a God- in Heaven ) 

difcern the Brutifh fottifhnefs of his 

miflake ; and not only feel, that 
· there 
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there is a . G0d, but a God of Ven­
geance; \vho; ( though Love _ ic feif, -. 
and a merciful Embracer of. every 
humbled finner ) has not one Dram 
of mercy in fl:ore for , the · Im penitent, 
he will begin that Weeping and '\ti ai­
ling and Gnafhing of rf eeth, , which 
we a.re told of in Mat 2 2. 1 3. ·and· · 
break. fo.rth into · the ufua.l Lan­
guage of the vvick~d, 1Nhen they are 

. at the Day of Judgment, fl:ruck , with 
admiration at the unexpect~d felicity 
of the Godly 1nan, faying, _ U1ifdo,n 5 6 

3, 4., 5, 6, 7, 8. This WM 1n wl)Om we 
JJad Jometimes in derijian, and a Proverb 
of a?!Proach. / - · · 

·We fools accounted his Life --1nadnefs, 
and his End to be wit!Jout honour. . 

Bow u lie numbred among the Children 
of Gad, . and hu Lot ii · a1nong 'tl;e. 
Saints. · 

. Therefore have we erred from th~-. Uh1:J 

of· Truth, 4ltd the lizht qf (RJ_ghteoujneff 
. : . / . 0 · . 1,~th 
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1,at11 not jhined unto m, an4 the Sun of 
~hteoufiefs.r.ofe not upon tu. - -- - :·- ~, 

-we iveari-ed -aur · fe"lves ii•z ·the-way ·-oJ 
wickednefs and deftr~.l#on: yea, we have 
gone througl; Deferts, .. iv/Jere there lay no 
way : $ut ~M for th~ way ()f the. Lord_~ we /Javi not: k,iow1i' it. ,. ~ ~~~ ·-. _, , . . , . 
. · What hatl1 Pride profited us, or wlJat 
good bath rJ?i._ches with our vaunting b.rought 
iq. ~~ - ~ ·.-.'.' - : < - ~ ~- ~~.~ -. • , • ,--

- Comrrie.~ding~ net~ 9nJ y th_is c~oice 
plate, but-the .wholea,Book of.Wfl4qiE:, -; 
a~-~ the ~. Book ofi Erc.(efirtjli_cus~·-~o iout 
frequent.' perufal,~ I re.ft,~ . . . . :r, . r _ • 

. ~ 

M,-1-y I O. . 
·t.: 168j . . '•' 

G ~ I - ·" 

'' ' ljfy·1). Ji. ' 

'Yott ,: ajfeElionate 4ncle. 
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- LET i :t. i XIV; 
' . 

•' "-- - . . ." -;.. '' 

C9n~er~ fn.f .frequ~nt .~C,_ommunion, and tke goQJ 
Example of Cathedr'al Chtirehes, . in, tbat Pat~-
ticular. · · · 
~ ,f ... 

t f _.:. - • • -. : \. .. ~ ... ,,. • ~ ,; 

1 \ •• 

_My D. N. _ 

H·'. .' 'AV i N G in norie of niy l,etteri . 
of Ad vice; faid any chirig co:n­

cetnirig your obligation to teceive''the I 

Holy Communi.on frequently, nor · 
told -you how often' it is your duty 
to Co1nmu11icate, I £11all 1nake it 
the· fuhject· of this my Cortcluding 
Lette~ - · · 

AN n· here I am glad that I have an 
oppor~unity to declare that I chink it 
yours and every mans 
duty to be a ~ coml:anc 
Co1nmtinicant, where 
you have an opportu-

* Vi-de Trt11.tife •aftit• 
ten by Dr'. Bury inti­
tled, Con{taRt Comm:,. 
nicant. 

0 2 
... n1ty 



) 

9 6 Cottnfel ancl 1Jire£tions 
niry f o to be, and never to turn your 
back upon the heavenly Feafl: of-your 
Lords Supper, vvhen you are invited 
to his holy. Table unlefs you have jufl 
reafon fo to do. For to afford ones 
prefence at Prayers and Sermon, and 
to run away from the Sacrament o 
our Lords Body and . Bloud; is the 
moft incongruous, and the 11).0fl: un­
accountable thing in the whole world, 
unlefs in thefe Cafes: 

1. W ~ E N a man is furprized with 
any Indif pofition or Infirmity of Body, 
that \vill not permit him ~o fray oµc 
the vv hole Service. 

, 2. W H E N there is fuch an abfo .. 
, lute neceility as requires him to retire 

out of the Church that very moment 
to do fo1ne fi1ch \Vork of Charity or 
Mercy, as is certainly the end of our 
D,ra yers. · . 

HE..,. 
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3 . \'Q HE N there is a greater nu1n -

ber·of Communicants than is poffible 
for · the Prieft to dif patch \Vith any 
conveniency or in due time. 

4. W H E ~ being a fl:ranger to the 
Congregation, there is no time or op­
portunity to obferve the Orders of the 
Church, in giving in ones Nan1e,as the 
Book of Common-Prayer requires. 

5. W HEN a man lapfes into any 
grofs or foul Act of fin, that neceffa­
rily requires fome Preparatory Alt of -
Repeq.tan~e, by way of publick or 
private Pe;nance or Application to ones 
fpiritual Guide. _ _ 

I can hardly -- ~o_ncitve any other 
Cafes ( if there be fome, they are I a1n 
fure very few ) -wherein a Man can 
without offence, d,nd contempt of the / 
Holy Sacrament~ depart, . after the 
prophane ~anner of this Generation, 
out of the Church, when they fee the 

0 3 _ .Piltar 
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Altar furnifhed for -rhem~-heai th~~~ 
felvei -earnefrly invit~d, are a{{ured 
th~.y· are in ~ a p~~ticelat f!lana'e_t . •ex­
·pected, and kno.~ that the ufual noni­
ber of ~Qmmunic~~~s~1n that:place are 
-hardly fuflici~nc · to~keep up:_ the 1~igni­
ty of the·- Duty·;-· 1ninking tliemfelves 
~µly !:}~a~ified_,_ ~nd0\~~rthy .. eq~~1gh_ to 
JOYIJ JU the Ghurches -: facre~ Eorms of 

- prayers -and Praifes, as weil ·as.' hear-a 
S_~rnJon ( \vhich ahva ys re9uire · the-finl-

-~er~ b~b,its of Faith_, Hope, and-Charity, 
the molt eff enda.~l y ~eceif ary ~alifica­
tipns of a Commt1nicant ). : {1-nd .-yet 
fly away frorri ·che · Sacrament_ ·[ -·the 
:EuchariJticaJ Servic~ J ·· th~ -end-· of all 
-other Servi~ts, ;ind . for which .. thefe 

. were· parti~i.rlarly~ -d-ffigne~ t? · p~epare . them. ( : · .. : ·, - · · . ·. , - . 
-. · -· l{p Y! ofteQ. the ~-Ioly Cq11)in~nion 
· _ i~_ a9qii9ifl:r~d in your Cqlledge I am 

Q.Qt welt -informed; hue f ~annot · in 
~I1~,ity i~agipe ihic yq~ !~av~ fewer ' · · ··· · · · /.than 
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t~~ M~~t~ly; r Coi-nmuni.ons, . fince 
Collegr~ as w~ll • -as Cathedrals and 
(olleg_iaJ~. Church~s -ar~ fl:ri~l y ~obliged 
to Agruinjl¼er ~be Holy Cpmmµnion 

~t l~ajl eyery .- Lords Day; and fince 
you are in you~ -U~iverfity [o happy, 
as. to_ have· one pious Pre~ed.ent ( as 

well as a-nother · in the UniverGcy of 
C~1nb!idg? ) ch~t .fl:rictl y -keep·s th,~ 
Ghui;ches Ground, ,in Celebrating the 

L9r9s Supper ,~~ekl;y as . the Law re-· 

q4ir.es; and b~4~~~ chat thi~ ~inporta_nt 
RJJJ~-b~t~ beenJarely :v~ry~fuai{?nably 
and [1Jccefsfull y_ "~~yayed. .. no~ oI~~y !~ the 

-Metr~_policical ~hu-rches -, ; ,,. 'wiircefl&r,Exetir, 

-of Canterburv and- Yor-k · \ ,chichtfler,, 6.'~¥ce]!:er, 
· ' - J ·-. L "·~ · ' Pet'trborough, · Lzcb-

and funqry;-oth~r ~\~Ca;~ .fi.eltw!Y_ells~ ItVfn_Gl?t• 

h d 1 b . .. l;. l fttr, and Durna.m:, 
t e, ra s, .· il:t . 10_~~-Veri. -, : wit~ f,lJ,. a,td St-. A-

Parochial (a) Churches . faph, when th,e. ni;~ops_ 
• are prtfent! • ; 1 

And moreov~r- ' -fince . ·, I At Dr.,Bev:tridge_'s 
· • • · ·'- · - ·. Cburcb at St.Peta s rn. 

Colleg1ates , . ar§ , , al- fornN,µ,. , Df'r'•H(c~t-l s 
· - · - • d b ' h 4-t .A/hallows · Bar­

way_~ r:_equ1re _, Y, · t e ld·~g,t ,aµrJ ,itt SLSwi-

Canon to 1"eceivp four th'~s, ~u,· . Lond~n-
. • - ' - - . , ,._ "' flone,.i \, J , · • • 0 . ' . 

,- . 4 nmes 
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z~o Counfel and DireEtions, 
tin.i.es a year, which cannot be done 
vv ith tolerable con veniency where they 
have but four Celebrations; and not 
to Receive fo often_ 1s you are ab[ o­
lutely _,required by the Penalty of the 
La\V is a deplorable Piece of negli­
gence. And your College being one 
of the four Eminent, Colleges ·rhat 
~ave Q1ire Service with Jubilation 
fhould be fuppofed to be very exem­
plary in this the highefl: and chief 
Duey and Myfl:ery of the Chrifl:ian 
Religion, · 

TAK l .lr G it for granted then, that 
you have a Month' y Com1nunion, I 
do advife you, ~f peciall y at this pre­
fent J unlture, ( vv hen all Pedons, 
Clergy and Laity, have ~xtraordinary 
1'11orives to_ live up to the heigh~ of 
their Religion) to endeavour. t_o order 
your Affairs fo, as to be confrant at ih~ Cornn1union, unlefs you have ?, 

-. :reafona ... 
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reafonahle Caufe to the contrary; I 
mean not in your own Judgment ( I 
would not have young men govern 
themfelves too f oon by their own · 
Heads) but in the Judgment of your 
Tutor, and the Governour of the 

I 

College. Or if this iliould not - by 
the Method· of the College be ex: 
atted·fro1n you, you will do well to 
Receive every other Month ( which· is 
but fix times in the year) -and very ill 
if you fhould not Receive , fo ofteq 
as the very Letter of the Canon ·· 
prefcribes all Students, \Vhich is Can.2-

3
• 

four times.: 
To Receive lefs than fo, in my poo·r 

Judgment is more fcandalous in a Col­
lege, than it is in a Parochial Church 
and Chappel not to Receive three 
ti1nes in the year ; which neglect I 
have _ ever judged fo unpardonable, 
that it ~>l1ghc · to be · by no 1neans , 

. pafl; 
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i o i ~oun(e ! and.1)ireEli,ons, 
pa.fr by without. -fevere Purii{h. 
ment.. _ -.-

~ . ·. ... - . 

I hope .you will -have ,much _good 
Example given you, by _t_he -y.9u_ng 
Schol-ars of your College~ efp~e~ially 
by thofe -in your own.CirC4,n.ifta11c;es ,;; 
}Jut_ if it fhould happento be_ oclieJSwiie, 
be you fure to do your· duty,-~~nd ne -
ver govern your fe:lf ~y . the E~qiple 
of ~arelefs young,-men,..but by the ~re-
~epts of th~ Church. _-, ~ : .. : 

:a E not afbamed~ to be acco.unted 
fingular for doing that you are aif ured 
is y"our .Chriftian du_ty, :.a.nd will pro­
more your S~lvarion. ·such forward ... 
pefs in Y quth \vill be a v~ry ~omm,en­
daple v~rtue, and r very f~r from a 
plameable fingularity. _ . _ 

1~ ~ E EcclefiaQical ConftitJJdo:ns of 
pur ~hurch require that in all C~ll~ges 
and Halls within both the.. _Unjve.rfi­
ties, '~ The Mafl:ers ~nd. F~llQlV .. ([ll½h 

· ~' efpecial: 
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-'{ efp.ecially as have-any Pupils ) fhall 
•'' be careful that all their [aid PupiJs, 
" and ,the . reft who remaiµ ~mongCT: 
" them be well l?roµght tip, and 
" thropghly inil:ruc1:e~ in Points of 
" Religio~, and that they do diligent­
,~ ly ,:frcquent Publi~k S~rvice· and Ser­
e~-- mohs, and R.eceive th~ holy Co1n­

f'. ~union; · anq that th~ holy Com­
,, ·-p-iunion fhould . be -Ad~iµifl:red th~ 
" fidl or fecon.d Sund~y iµ ev~ry 
t, -Wl0nch, requiring all Students, 0~ 
" -ficers, and.even Servants belonging 
~f to • the ~allege tq. Gommunicate 
~ ~ four . ti1ne~ in . the ye~r ~t the 
~' leait. 
- -'A N :p our pJe(eqt C~rqn10Q-Prayer­
Book ( a lacer Efl:ablifhment) hath 
raifea ch.e ·frequency of Gollege ~0111-

munions into a Weekly Celeqratioq, 

making fuch Foundations where there 
are ~a~y Pri~{ls ~n4 Peaco~~ { a~d 
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not without g od reafon ) in point of 
Devotion, equal to Cathedrals. Had 
this obtained in all Colleges in b9th 
Univerfities, as it was intended, it had 
been certainly highly advantagious to 
both the Church and Kingdom : the 
fetting. right Colleges of the U~iver-­
fity in point of ~ligi0us Order and 
Worjhip, as well as College Difcipline, 
being a matter of mighty mo1nent 
towards the firm efl:ablifhment of 
both.: . · 

I T is v_ery vifible that thofe two 
Colleges which have born witnefs to 
God and the Church, in this particu­
lar, ever fince · the laH: R.egulation of 
the Co1nmon-Prayer-Book, na1nely) 
Ghrift~ Church in Oxford, and Stjohns 
Colledge in Ca,nbriJ.ge, have fentforth 
a more confiderable number @f right 
Principled and fober n1en for fervice 

' of Church and State than other 
. .. Collegese 



. -1)ivine. and Moral. 2 -0-5. 

Collegys. Which good effect mull: 
not be attributed .folely to the fl:ricl: 
Difcipline of thofe two Houfes,(though 
it mufl: be confe!fed they have been all 
along yery eminent for it, and good 
Government) but to the commenda­
ble care of che Gove!nours, in keeping' 
Religion continually . in the view of 
their young· men, · and more particu­
larly this in<?fr excellent part thereof, 
and Primitive pie~e . of Piety, , the 
Adminifl:ration of the Lords Supp~r 
every Lords day_.· · 

T H-E confideration of fo much 
fruit fro1n chis Laudable and Pious · 
~ractice will prevail at lafl: ( it is hoped 
by fome good men ) with other Col­
feges, to iet up the fame Order in their 
Houfes, and whether this be not a fea­
f onable, · and more than ordinary pro­
per time, in Colleges, as well as Ca ... 
rhedrals, to· revive this excell_ent and 

, edifying ' 
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edifying Order, I will not ·pref uipe to 
determine, but rather leave to the-w0r.:. 
thy and \vife Governours of the lJni--
verfities to Judge. . · _· - ... · . 

AL L that will become me to fay 
further on this account ( and fo much 
Liberty I hope no one will deny ine J 
is, that I have often -obferved ., much· 
ill Conieq.uence of Irregularities ~au- . 
thorized in the Colleges of _· the· "Uni~ 
verficy: and have as· often felt the 
fore Inconvenience· thereof ln,-my 
J urifdittion. Young Divines· having. . 
been very, _apt to ~ difpute pragmati- · 

- cally in Ju~ificati~~ : of their Col­
lege-Cha_ppetPract}c~ ( though Irre:­
g:ular -~to · the retrenching. of confi­
derabl~·- parts of the· Servi£:e,: even the . 
Firfl: Leff on, and Te Deuni ) con~ _. 
cl_uding· the Order · that they f-aw in 
their G<:>llege - Chappels · is urt~otl& 
troulabl.e a Rule> as · was heretofore 

._ · · · · the 
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the .· ufe of Sarum, -Hereford, !Ban­
vQr, ,Jo/, an,~, Lincoln : which makes 
it a ·9,-ucr in, ~e, _to- Caution f 6 near 

a Relation- as a - Nephew, againfl: 
ch,a~ .J?rtjudice ,vJ-iich is very ape to 
cr~cp ' j11~6) :he_ ,mtV,d~: _of young men . 
iri · 1~ifer.ence toe tl1e.. eJtabli!hed Rule 

I - -: ,.-, t - I ,{) .. ' 

of -_:~o4r~-~-Wq~Qlip, .·: hy the counte-

t;1apc1n.g~~-. o( 
1 
the 

1 
-br;,ach. qf Ru brick 

in ,,Mn~verlities:'; ,~-wpich fince-. Cathe-
dr~ls· -;hiv~ :-. late}y ~ .. given .;· wo,:thy· 
Example. ,-- f-the n~n,1e . of -Go.d be 
p{~if~4.\J· !-.h_op~,~-)~y ~_ ,God's _,,. .blelfmg, 
I ,iri~iJiv~: to .fe.eK~fornied. . -

·_ :~ i s·· E E ' C H-.~~N G~,R,U!. gr~~iou,~-God _, 
to ·' . .i~cep; .. ~Y hoieit Inrentipns~-;and·, 

·you, ~_ivir~ alL 'rt~fe .'fo whom I . de­
dicate -~11yv po0;~· .. Enc.iea v~urs~ ·-~o . per-.', 
ufe .·rhele D_!~ections ,, fe~ouCTy, .without· · · 
Pr.eju~_i~~, ._jnd ... wic~ ·: fince~icy. _ and,: 
dH~~:~f-~ ~9 . ·put_. ~he~ C as-o~ca4 on 
olf~~JlJ.n.to ~ra~1ce, . I ~o wit? an _ 

.. -_ j' . . . . , _ extraordinary- · 
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extraordinary Zeal, and uµfeigned 
Love to your . Souls, fubfcribe 
my felf, in a very particular man-­
ner, 

My D. N. 

Tour A/feEiionate Uncle, 

Pofl:fcri pt .. 



-
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p OST SCRIP T . 

. 

AS c_oncerning th~ · extrdvdgance of 

. Hair and Ha~it among Scho!,,ij i 

( which is now groivn very notorio1,0 ) I · 

have /aid nothing in any of 1ny Letters, 

becaufe_ your . Stat~ojt may defend yoit in a 

good meafure from that exce{s ; neither 

foal! I at prefent Jay ( and only by way oj­
PQftfcript.) any more than this, to wit1. 

-that a Courtiers Head on a Scholars 

·shoulders ( and indeed any of the Habit 

of the fir.ft on the back of the latter white 

a member of a College in the Univerfttj) 

is as incongruous, ·and ugly, as d Sol­

diers Cravate, and a coloured (l?Jbhon, 

on a Jinging man of any ChfJir chanting out 

tbe Litany : both Indecorums and Irregu• 

larities of bad Confequence; the firft dij~ 

gracing College 1Jifcipline, an~ . the lcyl 

· P difparaging .; 
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difparaging t1Je Sacred WorJl?ip of Almigh .. 
ty God. The ~ifchiif of fuch ·unfuitahle 
Excef[es ·in Students have been wifely fore-
feen ·by the Gover!wurs of the Univerftty, 
· and therefore careful[ · ,provided againft in 
the 1Public_k Statutes; and. in li-k.e manner 
Memhers of a. Choir had ( without all 
doubt) beer,, forbidden fuch Un.ecclefieflio~ 
1Jabiliment$., ( while they ar,e, a:f[tfti,zg at_ 
God's Service· )-.J,ad it been J ufpeEied t/~y1 
wou.ld ·have came into the Chojr ~it-h ridi--­
.culo,u Accoutrements, any mote· ihan witb 
their SJvords -and :Belts. upan th~ir S~rw 
.Plices. ! 
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