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Advertifement
“TO. THE. 2

READER.

s H e Author intend.

il ing, by this Advice
" to one of his Ne.
Pphews, the benefit of mans
other of his Youthfu] Rela-
tions, who are at prefent, or
are like to be, inthe fame
Circumftances, hath beep
prevailed on by the confide.
ration of the numeroufnefs
of his Kindred, and to pre-
vent the trouble of Tranferi.
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To the Reader.

bing fundry Copies, to pub»-
-llﬂn thefe  his Inftructions.
How far they, will be ufeful
to other young Scholars, or
Youth of the Aoc: he is not
well affured; but of this he
is very Qonﬁdunt that asthey
-are honeftly defigned; fo
‘they may " prove by Gods
rblcﬂinov being ferioully con-
ﬁdcrcd and dlhccntly Pra-
Ctifed, very h@lpful to Efta.
blith young men in a courfe
of Vertué, and -Devotion,
on their  firft arrival at the
Univerfity, ‘andto caution ‘
them againft thofe ' dange-
rous Rocks, whereon a mul-
titude of unwary young men
havc ,



To 'the Reader,
“have oftentimes {plit to their
temporal and eternal ruine,
- 'I'mE «four firft Letters,
though futable enough to the
young Scholar for whom
they were Intended, do not
feem, it is confefs'd, in all re-
{pects,calculated for the Prefs,
and had never troubled it; if
the original defign of giving
fome Inftruétions to other
Kindred befides this young
Gentleman could have been
well efieéted without it. But
fince they are become pub.
~ lick: the chief thing that
the Author defires (and
whereof he doth not defpair)
is, that they may. contribute
A 3 to



To the Reader.

to the begetting of fome
morc reverence and refpect
than is ufual with young
Scholars, at their firft ap-
proaches to God's Altar,and
cvince the Prepofteroufnefs
of that extreme which Youth
run into in this carelefs Age,
namely, in rufhing upon the
holy Sacrament at firft with-
out due Preparation, and af-
terwards keep away ( un-
lefs when the Law and Cu-
ftom compells them) out
of pretended Veneration
to thofe facred myfterics,
which require much longer
preparation and {felf-exami-
nation (it muft be acknow-

| ledged



To the Reader;
ledged) from young Cate
cameni, - than from elder
and more underftanding
Chriftians, who are never
tnacceptable Guefts at the
Lords Table while they
live in the fear of God, and
arc  habitually = Prepared;
which when they are, they
ought not to keep off from
that holy Duty unlefs they
have other Impediment than
what arifes from the necef:
fary and Lawful Bufinef:
les of their Lives and Cal-
ling. V)
W u a1 has been faid on
this ‘account may partly
Apologize for the commen-

A 4 dation



To'the Reader.

dation -of the Anceftors of
the Author, and the ‘young
Gontleman, which  though
a- thing more liable to Cens
{ure (in appearance ) than
other matters, yet will not
- {eem altogether firange and
unfit to thofe who are
throughly acquainted with
the Temper and Circum-
{tances of the Perfon and
Family.  And the Power of
Example; being oenerally
much ‘greater than that of
Precept,: it-could not well
be pafled over in a Difcourfe
k0 young men .who are
fometimes apt - to value
tihemiclves upon the wver-
4 - fucs



To the Reader.

- tues oof . their « Predecef-
fors‘ W e 3u0 .« L
~ As for the dangerous
Temptations from Atheifti-
cal Company, -and cvil Ex-
amples of the Terrefilins,&c.
which are brought to view,
they ought not to deter
from an © Univerficy - Life,
fince there: is ' no way ' of
Education free from the like
hazard, and Inconveniences,
TheCorruptions and Abufes
of the beft things muft ne.
ceflarily be always worfh,
And it is no wonder then,
that there may be  found
fomewhat of that kind in
a  famous, and well-go-

| verned



Ta'the Redder.

verned Univerfity. It oughe
indeed to put all young
dStudents »upon a ' greater
guard; and oblige them to
cxtraordinary ~watchfulnefs,
lefh -*they arc’ unawares in-
{nared (by the fubtil Ad-
verlary of Mankind ) into
too tavourable an opinion
of thofe ways and courfes
that are deflru&ive to Ver
tue, thus occafioning an cx-
cellent courfe to prove their
Marring which ‘was  well
intended for their Making.
But by no means fhould
that, or any thing eclfe,
fiight from an Univerficy
Education, which without

| difpute



TR
Difpute, is the beft in the
whole ‘World, more than
the innumerable * hazards
and  difficultics - which do
attend  a  Chriftian = Life,
fhould deter from the Pro-
feflion of Chriftianity.

S o far is the Author from
decrying Univerfity Educa-
tion ( which to do he
thinks not only intolerable
Impudence but Frenzy )
that no body laments more
than he, the Error and Fol-
ly of fuch Parents: as do
content themfelves to Edu-
cate their Children at home,
or under {mall Country Pe-
dagogues (and fuch fome-

fimes



- To'the '%ddehf
times who are not only igno.
rant, but very ill Principled )
when they have ability and
opportunity to fend them to
Oxford or Cambridge : A great
{in againft the Church in
general, as well as Injuftice
to their Family in parti-
cular. |
Su c 1 Readers as are not
pleafed with the Juvenilicy
of the firft Letters, nor con-
ceive the f{ubject agreeable
to their prefent . State or
Judgment, may pick and
chufe by the Table of
Contents, fome matter that
hetter futes with their Pa-
late. There are fome Points
‘ of



: To the Qeaﬂéﬁ

‘of higheft moment, brought
to confideration, not un-
- worthy the thoughts " of
fuch Gentlemen as have
lefc the Univerfity, who
fhould not therewith aban.
- don Religion. They who
have nothing to do with
College or Univerfity Di
fcipline, fhould yet be 'a
litele ' concerned” at the un.
happy growth *_Athcifm
and Immorality, and oughe
not to defpife {eafonable
Precautions, and  honeft
Helps againft fuch mighty
vtlsy ™V |

"Taose who are {o un-
happy as to want a Calling,

it © | ¢



ﬁ*tlze R{qu{qx
or laudable Imployment
(whom I look on 3as the
unhapplcﬁ of men ) may
take a view of the mifchie-
vous cenfcquences ‘of an
1idle life, and find. fome well
meant Advice and  Motives
to {eck affer ong, and make
A prudent. chowc as to that
patticular, |
_Herg alfo thoy who de-
dlcatc &0 mfclvcs to the
Camp or the Court will
mect with fome | proficable
Mcditations, as well as thofe
who devote themfclves to
the honourable Profeflions
of Phytick, Law, or Divi-
mty All muft thmk them-
{clves



Tosthe Readers
{clves interefled in -the pra:
ctice of Picty and Vertue,
and cannot deny it their
duty . to. cndeavour after
fuch a Pofte as may render
them wfoful in their Gene,
ration, and profitable Mem.
bers of the Univefe, which
cannot be effe¢ted withoyt
the fincere Imbracement of
Religion, the main {ubject
of the enfuing Letters, de.
{tgned in the firflt “place for
the fpiritual advantage of
young Gentlemen ( cfpe-
cially Scholars in the Uni.
verlity, and mof} particu-
larly the Kindred of the

Author) and now in the
| laft



T tke ‘f{eadef -

laft rccommcndcd ‘to the
Candour ' of the Courteous
Reader, and Gods blefling,
who can 'by the® poorc{’c’
means, and weakeft - Inftru-
mcnts,accomph{h his Work,
his Servants good, and their
Souls Salvation, |
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" Lesters of Adfvice
b b s

_ _miffion into.a COLLEGE , m the
UxiversiTY of OXFoRD.

i L,ETT ER;I.'.

Shewing the reafon of the Authors Application to bis

- Nephew ; the [weetnefs of aCollege Life, and bis
obligation to improve the[ame, in order tothe at-
tainment of Virtue and ufeful Knowledg ;with ad-
wice to receive the Holy Communion, and in order
thereunto, to betake himfelf tothe [erions Reading
of the Scriptures, and the Study of his Common
Prayer-Books

My Dear Nephew,

" Ho Providence hath placed me-
very Remote, far from the

place of my Birth, and Abode of my
Relations , yet I cannot efteem my
felf fo Infignificanta Member of my
B Family



2 Counfel and Directions,
Family, as to be wholly unconcerned

1nthe Education of my Kindred. Tho
they are not part of my Flock, nor {o
immediatly nnder my " care and con-
duct, asthe People of my Parifh,yet |
conceive there doth fome obligation
lie ‘on' me , not only to affotd them
my good wifhes,but my beft affiffance
by way of Advice at leaft) in order
to the good Regulationof their Lives,
and the Salyation of their Souls,
G oo HRath blefled me with 2
greater number than ordinary of
Nephews, and Nieces , there being
already { prung more than fourfcore
Perfons from my Father and Mother
| your Grand-Father and Grand-Mo-
ther 7] their Loins. And as fundry of
them “are already | by the mercy of
God, placed in a very publick Station,
to'do degvice to God, and his Church,
their King, and Ceuntry ; {o you are
Vit do - ' ~ not



- Moral and Divine. 3
not likely, I conceive, to be lefs con-
{iderable, than othets of your Paren-
tage, by having betaken your felf to
a Gown, and a Collegiate Life ; and
being 2 Member too, of one of the
fineft Foundartions poflibly 7..1.0n cor.
that may be found in Europe, 2
and which as it had an Eminent Foun.
der, hath fent forth into the William of
World , many great Men Waioftect
Famous in their Generation.

Y o u do,Nephew, already, I hope,
begin to relifh the {iveetnefs of 3 Col-
lege Life ; which muft neceflarily be
to any ferious, and fober young man
In an extraordinary meafirre delightful.
And I'together with your other Friends ’
do pleafe our {elves with expectation ,
that great Fruit will redound from the
fame, and that we fhall experience in
a few years, that your manner of Life
will be no lefs profiable, than

B 2 plea-



4 Counfel and Direétions,
pleafing, in rendring you capable of
thofe kindneffes that your Parents and
Friends intend you; if you do not
fruftrate their Pious Defign in fending
you to a Univerfity, to qualifie your
felf with Religion and Learning, Zy a
right ufe and improvement of thofe
blefled Opportunities, for the Attain-
ment of both ; which you there
¢njoy. - - . -

I name Religion firft , becaufe it is
not only your Duty, in the firft place,
to feek after ic, but by reafon it fhall
be my prefent bufine(s in this Letter to
advile you concerning it; forbearing
to give you any particular inftruGtions
concerning the Study of Philofophy,
fince you are notonly under the Con-
duct of a very able Tutor , but that
God has blefled you with a learned
Father, who can much better than- I
difcharge that Province : and of both

whofe



Mbml and Divine. 5

whofe Counfels I befeech you to be ve-
ry obfervant; your Duty to God re-
quiring youto be very pun&tual in the
doing of your Duty towards them,
I ¥ you hope ever to {ucceed happily
in your honeft defigns, and endeavours,
ou muft firlt look up to God, whofe
Zle[ﬁng makes all things profper, and
maketh Wife as well as Rich. Prv.o.2.
As Religion ought to bea Concomitant
of your Studies, fo is it indeed the
main End of them. You cannot be
either good Chriftian or good Subject
- without it. All the Learning in the
world , or other Accomplithments fe-
parated from the fincere practice of true
Reliigon , and Devotion , will only
capacitate men to damn themfelves
and others, with greater Arufice, and
Cunning, ‘
W s 4 1s oz vEerCalling,or courfe
of Life, you propofe to your felf, be
Bz . fure



6 Counfel and Diretions,

fure to begin the fame with the Pra-
Ctice of Religion. T do advife you
therefore a¢ your firft entrance on 2
courfe of Study, to feafon it with De.
votion, offering your felf up to God,
with due preparation, at his Altar,
Sealing all your Pious Refolutions to
endeavour to becomie 2 good man,
and a good Scholar, with the Blood
of your Redeemer. Which impor-
tant Duty you ought to perform with
- much more than ordinary Care and
Circumipe&ion, fince you have never
been fo happy (T underftand ) to be
admitted, as yet, to the Reception of
the Holy Sacrament.

F o r the better Accomplithment of
all chefe good ends, and purpofes, and
mote particularly ro fit you tor the ho-
ly Dury laft mentioned : T do befeech
you, that among your Books you
would not forget your Bible, the Foun-

tain



 Mordl and Divine. g
tain 6f a1l trive Wifdom, and Chriftian
kiotwledge : And this being a thing
properly within my Sphere, permit me
to give youi the fame Counfel that was
givén me wheti I was a young man ifl
the Univerfity, namely to begin , and
énd the day, with fotne {pirttual Read-
ing; efpecially of the Holy Scriprures ;
which I found exceeding profitable un-
to me, and which you will find to be
fo to you likewife,if you be ferious and
diligent in this Religious Practice.

WHuat I recommend unto you
here may be done without any hind-
rance to your Study of Philofophy;tor
you may allot forme time(one half heur
at leaft) for the Reading two Chap-
ters ift the Bible, in the morning after
your fix-a-Clock Prayers; Andif you
add another half hour (or quarter at
feaft ) in Reading the Works of the
Famed Authot of the whole Duty of

B 4 Man,



8  Counfel and Direstions

Man ,  Dr. Comber on- the Liturgy ,
or Dr. Hammond's Prackical Cartechilm,
(which Books I defire you to buy on
my Recommendation) or fome other
well-chofen Practical Book, you will
take a good thriving courfe for your
Soul. And all this you may difpatch
in the Interval betwixt your Chappel-
Prayers and the appointed time for
Break-faft in the College, before you
enter upon your other Studies, "for
which there remains time fufficient
(well imployed ) betwixt that | and
- eleven of the Clock, the ufual time for
Dinner, |
- Ix the Summer time if you love
early rifing , as well as I did when I
Was a young Student , you may di-
fpatch what 1 recommend unto you,
fometimes,before Morning Prayer,and
when you can do fo, itwill be much
the better ; for you will thereby gain
an
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an hour to be added to your other hours
every morning, and to be imployed in
~order to the Attainment of Univerficy
Lcarnin%. '

B ¥ {uch a Practice as this (I mean
by reading two Chapters every morn-
ing ) if you read likewife one Chap-
ter every evenin[% (which may be out
of the new Teftament till you have
read itonce over) you will go through
the whole Bible in the fpace of a year.
Which Task if you impofe upon your
felf (being no ways inconfiftent with
your other defigns)I dare affirm that it
will be highly advantagious to you.

Axpas I do advife you now in
your Youth (a moft proper time for
you to Remember your Creator in) to
familiarize to your felf the holy Scrip-
tures , {0 as to be no ftranger to the
Hiftorical part, the matter, or phrafe of
your Bible, andfuch holy Rules as do

moft
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moft particularly concein yout Age
and condition of Life : So would I
have you in the next place very well
to acquaint your felf with your Com-
-~ mon-Prayer-Book, and not to efteem.
- itas a Book apprepriated to the Clet-
gy , or only to be looked on, in 2
Churchor a Chappel ; but to judg it
worthy of frequent and ferious perufal
and ufe in your Study and Retirements,
viewing and examining it fometimies
with ferious confideration and liberty
of thought , without which you can
never difcover the excellency,and value
of that admirable compofirre. ,

Dr. Comber the Author of thofe excel-
lent Trearifes on the Common-Prayer
(who is my intimate,and bofom Friend)
has often told me, that his manner of
ftudying that Book, which prodiced a
Treatife {o ufeful to the publick, em-
ployed him with great induftry for the

| {pace
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Ifpaceof fix years ; and which Seudy he
looks on, as the chief labout of his Life,
Certainly it wasthat, which hath made
him a very coafiderable Church-man.
I have endeavoured to fhew in 2
fmall Piece that I Printed, that it is the
duty of all Chriftian People, as well as
Prieftsto * ftudy their ;
Church Service, and godri ei’}’rfg"zé‘é'ffﬁ';
that they hav e 2 con- theyareexceeding plain

and eafie ( otherwife

{iderable Part to A&,in thy would not  fu

with Common Prayer)

the obfervation of the s the atts of uifor-
R. | 1 f h L L mity, the Rubrichs the
ules or theur 1turgy o matter and method s

And I dare confident- 5?2,;’;@5’;;;’@2’3{’;3
ly affirm that a Ilght ‘I)J;r :;xlel done 15 @ work
Ule, and Study of

that incomparable Book ( which con-
tains all neceflary heads of fpeculacive
and practical Divinity, and hath been
fealed with the Blood of many holy
Martyrs) will of it felf be more pro-
ficable , than' the Reading of “the

greateﬁ: ~
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greateft part of the Books of Divinity
and Devotion, that are extant, and of
great Reputation. ’

I have been the larger in my advice
concerning your Study of the Bible and
the Common-Prayer-Book , fince it
‘may prove the beft Preparative, that I
know of, to your reverentand devour
Reception of the Holy Sacrament ,
- whereto I do in the name of God ex-
hort you with all convenient {; peed : but
{ince you have never yet in your Life ,
been made partaker of that privilege,
I'would by no means have you do it
with Precipitation. ;

It 1s my cuftom in my Parifhes
(and I do advife the fame in my Arch-
deaconry) not to admit the Youth to
the Lords Table , at the firlt time of
their Reception , but at the greateft
and moft folemn Feftivals, namely
Chriftmas, Eafter or Whitfuntide, which -

have
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have extraordinary times preceding
them; injoyning young Communicants
during the feafons ot Advent , Lent
&rc. to apply themfelves with greac
-diligence to the ‘exercife of private, as
‘well as Attendance on publick Devo-
tion. I ki :

- I'r1s a great unhappinefs of ourAge,
‘which I have often bewailed , that
Youth in moft places are admitted to
the Holy Sacrament without fufficient
preparation , by way of Inftruction,
indeed fometimes I fear without being

either {o much as Confirmed, or fit for
Confirmation.

A rTER young People are duly
ficted for the Sacrament, and have once
Received ;1 would have them Receive
very often, and the oftener the better.
But my opinion is , that Youth are
better to ftay a little too long , than
rufh on that holy Office without due

con-
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confideration ;° which may poflibly
be your Cafe, o R .

- Y ou have ftaid {omewhat longer
than is convenient; b fince you
have done o, I pray make it your bufi-
nels fo much the more to come as you
ought: with a good meafiire of Chrifti-
an knowledg , and fledfaft Refolui-
onsto live vertuoufly. And that (6
good 2 work (one fpecial bufinefs of
your Life) may not be flubberred
over, I conceive, you will not do a-
mifs, if you; that have faid thus
long, ftay a litele longer, and pitch on
next Chriftmas day , for the time of
your firft Reception of the Sacrament
of our blefled Saviour's Body and
Blood. A high Feftival whereto our
Church hath great refpect afligning
thereto a Preparatory time of Devoti-
on ; Advent being in fome refpect , to
Chriftmas, as Lent to Eafter, ;

The
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T ue more particular dire@ions
- concerning the times and manner of

your Reading and }ifcparation,fhall be
the fubject of other Letters, which you
{hall hereafter receive from me; intend-
Ing to continue fome Correfpondence
with you, and your Tutor, ( fending
my mind from time to time in wri-
ting) till I have done all that hath been
def%red from me , in reference to the
fixing you on a good Foundation ¢f
Piety and Vertue, or can be reafonably
expeéted by you or yout Friends, from

(Dear Nephew)

~ Sept. 1ft. Lour gffectionate Uncle,
- 1694, "

L g1
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Ll-:‘r'rin II. ;

" Laying down more Particular directions concerning
Spiritual Reading, Preparatory to a worthy Recep-
tion of the Holy Sacrament , proper for a young
Man, that never bath Communicated in bis Life.

My D. N. | -.
-FO r ‘the more. effetual perfor-

mance of this good work(where-
in [ offer you my affiftance as well as
I am able by’ way of Letter;) to wit,
the furnithing your Head with Chrifti-
an Knowledg , and your Heart with
true Devotion, you will do very Pi-
oufly to allot fome mote time,betwixt
Michaelmas, and the Feftival of our
Saviour’s Nativity, than what has been
already mentioned, in my firft Letter,
for {piritual Reading, and the exercife
~of Prayer: %iz. on Sundays, and Fefti-
vals,
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vals, andtheir Eves, whereon as the
Church addeth to her Publick Offices,
it would well become all her Children
toadd to their private Exercifes.

Ox every Lords Day, and other
Holy Days, it will be very eafie for
you to fecure fome Hours, both in
the Morning and Afternoon, for
Private Prayer, Reading of the Scri-
ptures, and the other good Books
which I have already mentioned,
among(t which excellent Treatifes I
dorecommend unto you in a particu-
lar manner, The whole Duty of Mun,
( the moft generally Ufeful Piece that
this late Age has produced ) and the
third Part of Dr. Combers Works, name-
ly, the Companion to the Altar, which
[ judge an admirable
* Help to the Communion, D s

\ another (mall Mannal
ftiked, A help to Communicants, and wrirten by the wor-

thy Dr.Ratrick D. of Peterbarough, which being portable will be
a very fit Vade mecum, bereafter ¢/pecially, when you arete

Commuynicate,
(@ and
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and miore profitable than fundry other
Books defigned  for the fame pur-
pofe. ; :
For withont all difpute fuch Forms
and Exercifes of Meditation. and
Prayer, as are beft fitted to difpofe us
to offer up to God in a fpiritual man-
ner the Church-Prayers, are the moft
Eligible (the main end of Private
Devotion being to difpofe us for the
publick Duties of God's Houfe, ) and
in this refpect thofe Labours upon the
Communion Office well deferve your
moft {erious perufal and confideration,
becaufe they do perform this Task in
an excellent manner: For I am very
well affured that no devout Perfon
can read over confideringly the Do-
¢tors Analyfis, Practical Difcourle, or
Paraphrafe of any one of the Forms
belonging to the Communion ( or
any other Office of the Liturgy )

without being capacitated to offer
them
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them up to God in the publick Cele-
bration, with better Devotion, greater
Inlargements, and more Profit, (‘than
otherwife ) to his own Soul,

AND therefore after you have once
run through the whole Duty of Man
( which I'would have firft read over)
I advife you to perufe the whole Of.
fice of the Communion, as it is Ex
plained in the third part of the Book,
which I have already mentioned, fti-
led, the Companion to the Alzar,

Tue times which I have before
{pecified, will be abundantly (ufficienc
without any Lett, or Hindrance to
your ftudies, to perform thefe Thasks
‘afligned you, and alfo  afford res.
fonable time every Day, to read fome
Portion in the New Teflament; which,
1t is very defirable, that you fhould
before you Receive once read through-
ly over with good Confideration, and

Attention, taking 2 very particular
@ 3 view
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view of the Virtues, which did fhine
in our dear Lord and Saviour’s bleffed
Life, and Death, to both which you
ought to refolve to endeavour to con-
form your {elf, when you approach
unto the Lords Table, to be made
partaker of the Holy Sacrament of his
i)recious Body and Blond. |
I would not willingly imagine but
that you had .already ( being arrived
to the {eventeenth or eighteenth year
of your Age) read at leaft the New
Teftament more than  once, togecher
with thofe generaily approved of,
Practical Treatiles recommended. But
I would advife you, norwithftanding
youmay have done it,(and poffibly to
good purpole ) - to do it however once
more, betore you come- to the Lords
"Jable, for ﬁmdry Reafons, .
Fielt)is X 0 u,, muft. e fuppoled
to be at. this tme ~(as [ am
fure. you ought to be) in a more

ferious
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{erious Temper than ever heretofore
in your life.  You are come to years
of Difcretion, and put into away to
atrain_unto Religion, and Learning,
and all neceflary knowledge,Humane,
as well as Divine, ‘which gives youa
fair opportunity to lay a good foun-
dation tor Eternity, and fo your pre-
fent reading of thofe Books may. be
much more effectual  than your
former perufals. Things of  great
- importance may eafily elcape a  care-
lefs and inconfiderate Reader, which
may mightily afte&t the {ame Perfon
at another time, when he is Religi-
oufly and' devoutly difpofed, as I
hope you are at prelent ; nay, nuft
be before you can Communicate with
profitand comfort to your Soul.
Secondly, You having now Reli-
gion particularly in your view, and
the Commemoration of your Savi-
ours death upon the Crofs ( which

C 3 we
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we do always fhew forth when we
Celebrate the holy Eucharift ) thofe
things that relate more elpecially there-
unto, and that do, in a particilar
manner, concern you, will be apt in
your reading (if you read ‘with due
intention of mind ) ‘to leave deeper
impreflion than ordinary upon your
Spiit, and be much more eafily un-
derftood by you, and improved in
order to your better preparation for the
holy Sacrament, |

Thirdly, Goop men do find by
experience, that it is the natuye of the
Scriptures, and {piricual and divine
Books, to pleafe ( as well as profit)
fo much the more by how much the
oftner they are read, and that they do
require feveral Preparatory Perufals in
order to the recerving confiderable pro-
fit by the reading of them.

A s you do affet, and advance on
m, Verrue, and Devotion: fo you

| will
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will difcern the Beauty, and difcover
more and more the Excellencies of the
holy Scriptures, together with the ad-
vantages that you may reap from the
ftudy of them, as well as the means
and method how you may read them
with more profic for the future.

I have been told of a good old
Church-man, who affeting Piety
from his Youth, had Propoled to
himfelf to read over the holy Bible
once every year ( a commendable
Practice ) and lived to petform the
fame fourlcore times in a Regular
Courle, befides his occafional reading
of fome Portions thereof, as his {tu-
dies and Devotions did require; and
did declare that, every time he read
over the Bible, he difcovered things
innumerable, new, and of great im-
portance, that had elcaped him in
tormer readings, which afforded him
incredible delight, as well as profits

C 4 and
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and that thefe difcoveries which I {; peak
.of, were made not only in his conf1..
deration of the obfcure and difficulr
Texts, ( which required . mighey fhu-
dy) butin the reacing of thofe places
that were moft plain and reafie, which
he thought he had throughly com-.
prehended at the firft view., -
' No Book- (it is certain ) that ever
was, or ever will be, Compofed, will
bear reading like this Baok of Books,
the Book of God. ButIdare ailure you
that the incomparable Liturgy of che
Church of  Fngland will do it in an
extraordinary manner ( efpecially our
Communion Office ) Compiled with
fuch extraordinary.  Wifdom, mature
Judgment,; . .and comprehending  the
very ; Quenteffence 'of ‘the . chiefeft
Scriptures, relating to thae Duty, and
{o admirably digefted for the ufe of
the Chuich of God, in. her. Publick
Worlhip, 25 well as the advantage
- of
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of underftanding Chriftians in 2 main

- part of their Private Devotions, thar
1t may be very jultly efteemed as fu-
table a_Companion in ‘the Clofet as to
the Temple, and at the Alear: All
which will more cvidently appear, if
we . confider i, - with _many other
Notes, Refiections, and Difcourfes
thereon, publithed heretofore, and
now lately rendred with other parts
of the Book 'much more pleafing and
profitable. ‘

Axp among. the praétical Books
which late the Agehas produced, to in-
-, and engage us in our Chriftian
Duty, there is none that T have met
- withal, which  deferves (as I have
hinted ) to be preferred before the
Whole Duty of Man; and which wil]
fo well bear the frequent reading, not
only of an ordinary Chriftian, but 3
learned Divine ; that I conceive it no
unreafonable nor unprofitable” Task
e L ey
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which is recommended in the very
Title Page of the Book, namely, to
tead it over thrice a year, in the Family,
or, i the Clofet; much lefs, what I
recommend unto you, to wit, that
you would ‘yearly do the fame, once;
and that, this holy Pradtice may com-
mence, at prefent, from your defig-
nation to renew your-BaPtiﬁnal Vow
at the Lords Table. .

I'r is 2 Book that highly merits not
only toberead, but well digefted ; and
whafoever would keep to the conftant
reading of this one Praétical Summary
of Chriftian Buty, ( allotting {ome
time weekly, “if not' daily) tll he
had made it his own, would find
abundantly more profit, than from
the fingle Peruifal of every Treatife of
that  kind ( though wrell performed )
that fhall from ume to time happen

to be publithed.

T 1
i ao
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I do not think it neceffary to de-
{cend to any more particular Direi-
ons than thefe concerning youtrexer-
cife of Devotion, cither before you
approach to God’s Holy T1ble, of
when you are at ic; of that fort you
will find very pertinent and ufeful
Rulesin  both the Treatifes before
mentioned, only T {hall commend to
your more thorow confideration the
Introduction to the Companion to the Altar,
and the latter Part of the fecond
Chapter of the Whole Duty of Mun,
(which explains our Vow at Bap-
tifm)- and the third Chapter, which
treats wholly of Preparation to the
Holy Communion, together with the
Preface concerning care of the Soul ;
which laft is {0 admirable in its kind,
that I would by no means have it flipt
over.
Thefe Directions thall fuffice at pre-
fent, as to the Times and Manner of
‘ your
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your Reading. I am better pleafed
(andit may be more to Edification )
to fend you trequent, rather:. than
over-large Letters. | The next{hall be
to fhew the Confiftency of fiuch a
Method,as T propofe with your prefent
Circumftances, which, together wich
my other care and  Concern tfor you,
will ferve to evidence' that I am very
fincerely, - Tods

5l o R e e 3 7 ‘
a8 0 in ¢ Ajj D. J\C
S affettionate Uncle.

LETTER
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————

LRIJER TIL

Setting forth the Confiftency of the prefcribed Method
of Devotion and Reading, &c. with ‘4 young

Scholars cour(e of fudy,and Progrefs in Learning,
with _ fome Reflections upon the #fefulnefs of
Fafting. ’ :

M)'. D.N. :
I Promifed in my laft, thae I would

in this Letter, endeavour to evince
the reafonablene(s of the Method of
preparation fot the Holy Communion,
which I propound to you.

Now that you-may difcern that the
Task which [ impofe on yoi® is no
very difhcult one, nor any ways in-
confiftent with your ordinary College
Studies ; I fhall demonfrate i by
comparing the particulars of the Duty
enjoyned  with “the time  allotred
for the performance; namely, from

Mcbael~
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Michaelmas day to the Fea_ﬁ: of our

Lord’s Nativity.
As for Example.

Frowu the one Feaft to the other
you have 87 Days, and the whole

New Teftament  con-

® The daily praitice 1 4
of reading two Chap. tans Oﬂly 99 i ChaP

Fenm, st 55 do that if! you
tbeNm:, recommended read ¥ three Chapters
owisied ity Juve. - €ach day, the New Te-
5 s g, et ostill che div
| fpatched in the time.

The whole Duty of Man confifts
only of feventeen Chapters, and if
you. fheuld add te the Sundays, that
will happen in the three menths fpe-
cified, the intervening Holy-days (1n-
cluding Michaelmas day ) it will make
up the aforefaid Number; and thus if
you do buc. read one Chapter on each
of thole Days, you, will go through

this
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this Treatife likewife : And this Duty
may yet be made more eafie to you by
alligning fome part of Saturday Af-
ternoon and the. Eves of the Holy-
~ days (as I have already intimated ) to
{piritual Reading. .

L a s 11y, The other Treatife that
I havein a particular manner recom-
mended to your reading, as it is with
the other three Parts abridged in one
Octavo lately publifhed, ftiled Shors
difcour[es wpon the whole Commeon Prayer,
( which will be fufficient for you to
read if you wane leifure to perufe the
larger Volume ) will not take up very
many hours to be throughly perufed,
and may with great eafe be difpatched
in one Weeks fpace, without any
obftruction of your ordinary Devo-
tions, or Bufinefles of the day. So
that all required, you fee, may be
findfhed without Lett of your ftudies ;
which I hope nothing will prevail

| \ with-
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with you, when you’ are in health of
body, to layafide. o7 ey
~Oxe half hour, daily, in the mor-
ning, and a ‘quarter at night will fisf-
fice for the reading of “your Chapters
in the New Teftament. "An hour in
the Morning, and ' another in  the
Evening, of every' Sunday, and Ho-
ly-day, ( at leaft with an" hour on -
each of their Eves) will fuffice for
the reading of the longeft Chapter of
the whole Duty of ‘Man; and one
hour every day in the Afternoon will
fuffice to finith your Task in the
Abridgment before mentioned, within
the fpace of five or fix days.
< T'rusitisvery clear, and evident
that my defign in propofing a Method
of fpiritual Exercifes, to prepare you
1 an extraordinary ‘manner, for the
folemn "~ Reénewal of ‘the! Covenant
which you ‘entred into ‘with 'God 'at
your Baptifm, s confiftent with the
| prefent
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prefent Circumftances of our Life,
and will rob you of none of that
time that is neceffary for a Scholar
to employ to make a progre(s in
- Learning.: P

Bur if 1t did, it would not be
blameable, fince it is for. the accom-
plithment of {o excellent an end, as
may procure a {pecial Bleffing upon all
your future Endeavours and Underta-
kings ; which you ought to devote
to God, and confecrate, by the fin-
cere performance of this Duty ( which
you cannot longer omit without Sin,
and Scandal ) wherein you have an
opportunity to offer, and prefent
them unto God, together with your
{elf, Soul, and Body, to be a2 Rea-
{onable, Holy, and Lively Sacrifice
unto him in whom we live, move,
and have our being, and from whom
arc all our expettations of fuccefs, in
whatloever we go abour, which
e e always
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always flceeeds the better, when it it
begun in the name of God, and
Pretaced with the Duties of Re-
Wevon & 4 : |
. T ue profit which would acciue to
your Soul would abundantly make
amends, if it did {nacch a liccle time
from fome of your Studies, till you
have perfected this good work : Bue
it is not at all neceflary for you fo to
do; for you fee, as the matter is or-
dered, there ‘is a great deal of time
‘that may be fecured for this purpofe,
withotit {o much as clafhing with your
neceflary Reereations : which T fhould
(indeed ) advife you to fhorten fome-
times rather than your Studies, or to
‘be very moderate in them, fince it will
beathing very decent, - and congruous,
and a ‘very reafonable a& of ‘Self-de-
- nial, and Mortification, while your
thoughes are taken up in the fludy

and exercife of repentance, which
1s
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is one of the Graces that is necefla-
rily required to qualifie you for the
worthy partaking of ' the Lords

Supper. ‘ |
A~ to be very prudent and mo-
derate ‘in yonr Recreations, at your
firft coming to the Univerfity ( efpe-
cially thofe that you fhall ufe ont of
the College ) will be 'beneficial in
avoiding a multiplicity of Acquain-
tance of other Colleges, which can
hardly be fhunned by any one that
diverts himfelf much abroad; and
which every {fetious, and fudious
Young man will feel to be an extra-
ordinary impediment to" his Progrels

in Learning. |

N & x 1 to Moderation in your Re-
creations, which may contribute much
tothe good husbanding of your time,
I {hall recommend as another expe-
dient, on that fame account, the de-
nial of your felf a Meal {ometimes,
D 2 [ a
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| 2 Breakfaft, or a Dinner, once or
twice a Week 7| for which Wedne/day
and Friday feem the moft proper
days. Thiscan be no injurions courfe
for your Body, if you are (asI fippofe
you to be ) a healthy young man, but
yery profitable to your Soul.

Heresy much time is certainly
gained for {piritual Reading, and
Prayer, and it will accuftom you by
degrees to the Religious duty of Fa-
fting, (very feafonable before the
holy Sacrament, ) whereon our blefled
Saviour fets fo much flrefs, as to lay
down particular Dire@ions for it in
his Sermon wupon the Mount, ranking
Religious Fafting with the other two
nportant - Chriftian: Duties, Prayer,
and Alms-giving. '

‘T r1s1saDufy, Iconfels, in this
Age fallen into lamentable contempt
among Chriftians, and God knows
1t is to the fad Detriment of Mens

' Souls,



" Divine and Moral. 37
Souls, but will never be wholly dif-
regarded by the devouter part of the
World, neither can be without too
notorious a contempt of the Primitive
Piety, and example of the beft Ages
and Chriftians.

O u x own Mother is a great Friend
thereto, and he is none of her true
Sons that does contemn it: She doth,
by her enjoyning of Lent, and other
days of Fafting and Abftinence, in-
vite her Children to. the Practice of
the fame, as a Duty of high Repu-
tation in the purelt Times of the
Church, and very helpful to Peniten-
tential Devotion.

I 1 is not poffible for a young Scho-
lar, that is not Mafter of his own
time, and bufinefs, but under Con-
duct, and Government, and liable to
the Difcipline of his Houfe ( which are
performed on days dedicated to the

exetcife of Repentance as well as
D 3 @ othersy
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others ) to give himfelf up \Wholly
and frequently to {piritual Meditation |
and Prayer ( as thofe who have more
leifure ) on the Churches days of Faft-
ing and Abftinence; but to employ,
‘now and then, that time, which he
would have fpent in Feeding, and
Recreating his Body, in the refrefhing
of hisSoul, is a thing very practica-
bleand proper, and will not be alto-
gether neglected by a well difpofed
and devour Young man ; efpecially
at fuch a feafon as he is preparing him-
felf for the firft reception of  the holy
Sacrament, which all Novices in De.
votion, ought to have in their view 2
very confiderable while before they
prefume to partake thereof,

No inconvenience, that I know of,
can enfue hereby to a Perfon come to
your Years; your Body when in
health will very well bear it; neither
will there be occafioned the leaft
s T o impedi-
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impediment to your ftudy ; which.
will be rather promoted by that feri-
ous temper of Soul, you may, in all
probability, attain to by your difereet
exercife of Devotion, in an exa& and
regulat performance of your {piritual
Employments, engaging you to go
about your Studies, and all . other
things you undertake in the fear of
- God, the beginning of Wifdom, and
moft infallible means to fecure Gods
blefling. x

T uus by keeping once or twice
aweek in your Study while others arc
in the Burtery at Breakfaft, orin the
Hall ac Dinner, or walking, according
to Cuftom, in the Fields, after their
Meals, you will {ave more than two
hours time ( a very confiderable por-
tion of the day) for the bufinels of your
{oul ; which added to the hours already
prefixed, will give you a great deal of
Latitude in the performance of your

i) ’*jr e 1 asi
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Task, and fuficient liberty, not only

to read your fpn'ltual Books with great
confideration, and deliberation, but_
profitably to review fuch Placcs as may
chiefly affe you, or do in any par—
ticular manner concern you. -

By fuch a courfe as this, if you
chance to {lip any of your fpmtual
Tasks at your other intended hours
of Performanfe you may regain it
when you pleafe, by doing no’ greatct
Penance than denying your felf a
Breakfaft cr a Dinner, Whlch I did ex-
perience when [ wasin Oxford, to be
a very {mall’ Mortxﬁcauon, thOUOhI
was mrle fo ftrong a young man
then :syou re NOW.

Axp as you may to good. purpofe
pm& ¢ this Dmy fon 1et1mcs betwixe
rais and Adwvent, fowould I have you
b’ no means to omit fuch a kind of
f-mmg,“ during that feafon, which
many devout Chriftians do, c.ccor‘dihg '

o
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to the Examples of former times, dedi-
cate to extraordinary Devotion : {fome
remains of which ancient Piety we
haveblefled be God, ftill among us, as

namely, Sermons In  * 4 York throgh

Advent as well
fome Cathedrals ¥on o5 Cantetbury,

Wednefdays and Fridays <t Kines CC”;;’P“’)}
then as well as in Lent ; London threyghLent,
‘both which Times of Devotion did
in former days enjoy not only Prayers,
but Sermons daily ; whereas now it
is to be feared, that in moft placesin
the Country, and too often in Cities
( excepting the City of London, Cathe-
drals, and Colledges ) they enjoy not fo
much as Prayers : a well what I wrice:
you fhall again in very fcandalous
omifiion. Confider a few days hear
from, '

‘%thgw 2\@ DN

Jour affeétionate Uncle,
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z, s v s R

Lerrer IV.
- Recommending to the young Scholar another Method
of [piritual Reading more brief than the former,
with (ome swholfome Advice and Direftions to
perform this important work { the firft Dedication
of himfelf to God. at his Altar ) in a profitable

minner, and. with due care and circum(peltion.

My D. N. |
F'H a 1 has been {aid in my
V laft Paper may be f{uffi-
cient to evince, that the Duties impo-
fed may ealily be practiled, in fuch
manner, and at fuch times as I have
~ preleribed ; but I will not ftrictly con-
fine you to fuch a Mode and Method
of reading thole Books. For podfibly
it may be more profitable to read them

in the manner following :

Fieft, BesipEes your courle of
reading che Scripture, i e perufing
three
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three Chapters out of the New Tefta-
ment each day, (two in the Morning,
and one in the Evening, or elfe one
in the Morning, another at Noon, a
third' at Night) I would have you
read fome Portion daily ouc of the
Whole Duty of Man (as much as you
can with convenience ) till yon have
read ‘it quite over, and {o youmay
difpatchit in lefs than a month. :
Secondly, T u ar you would ob-

ferve the {fame Method in reading over
the Abridement  of the  Companion
to the Altar, till you have compleatly
finifhed that likewife : Marking down
in a Paper fuch things and places as
may leave moft impreffion upon your
{pirit, and which may very well de-
{erve a fecond view, and further ex-
amination at your ordinary hours
allotted for Devotion, or at fome
other fit tmes deftined for this very
purpole.

Axp
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Axp it will not .be amifs if you
take the fame: courle in the reading
over of ‘the whole Duty of Mun, at
prefent, or ‘any Practical (or other)
Books hereafter : it being very requi-
fite, before one can difcover how to
make a right ufe of 2 Book in order
to the well digefting thereof, to take
fome preparatory view or views in a
continued courfe without many inter-
ruptions.

T urs laft Task will not take up
half {o much time as the former ; {o
that you may gain a confiderable { pace,
before Advent, for a thorow confide-
ration of the moft ulefu] things and
places; and for the making f{ome
Scheme, or drawing up fome Method
of your own, to enable you with
more eafe and profic toexecute, du-
ring the approaching time of Devoti-
on, {uchinjunctions as you {hall meet
withal in reading: which feafon I

would
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would have you dedicate. o, the de-
vout practice of the pious Rules and
Directions you have learned: making
next Advent a kind of Lent (I mean
in point of Devotion rather than
Diet) not forgetting on Wednefdays
and Fridays, or one of them atleaft,
to Faft as well as Pray, and increafing
in the exactnefs of your {piritual Exez-
cifesas Chriftmas drawson, = =~

"The time that I have allotted you
for your preparation is, I confefs, very
large, but the Duties which I have
enjoyned you, very eafic to be pra-
¢tiled ( by 2 willing mind ) and
not proportionable to the length of the

time. |
I xthe Exercale of Deyotion T would
have you ftrive to do what you fet
about, well, rather than aim ac the
doing of much, withott any prefence
or intention of mind. Little reading
- with much chinking ( we aretold liy a

| ate
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late Prelate of our Church) is a more
probable way to make 2 ‘man learn-
ed than very much reading without
due Reflection and ‘Confideration: In
like manner, fhort, and frequent De-
votions performed with due care,
and a good difpofition of mind, is a
more ready courfe to be devour and
holy than much longer ones fhuffled
over without {ufficient concern how
well, or to what end they are done.

S o long a fpace of time as three in-
tire months will give you great oppor-
tunity to ruminate’ on ‘thofe things
which you meet withal either in the
Scripture, or ‘other ‘Books, that are
beft Calculated for the Meridian of a
young' ftudious Gentleman, 2 Mem-
ber'ot a'College : as well as to reflet
on the End of your being fent into
the world, and to a Univerfity.

A~ ‘indeed a very confiderable
Portion of time¢ is requifitc for

the

A
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the effeCtual Praétice of fo large
a Method of Examination, and Pe-
nitential Exercifes, ¢»c. as the Author
of the whole Duty of Man prefctibes
in the third Chapter of that Treatife :
which 1 conceive to be ‘chiefly "de-
figned for Perfons before ' their fifk
admiffion unto the Lords Table: So
many Rules and Heads ‘of Medita-
tion requiring much more time than
a conftant Communicant <an allow

Bur for thofe that are' in fuch
happy Circumftances as you are, by
the advantage of retirement into a
College (‘the chief defign whereof is
to give men an opportunity to get ufe-
ful Knowledg, and practife Devoti-
on) to go through fuch a laborious
Task with eafe, they will do very
well to embrace {fo bleffed an oppor-
tunity, and means of Grace, as you

are earneftly invited to by this well-
meant
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meant Advice, which I do, at this
change of your life, out of my
good will and great affedtion offer
you. - e i
" 1 you do this good work well and
throughly as you oughe at your fuft
approach to the Holy Eucharift ; heat-
tily refolving to liye a vertuous and
religious life,and o go abeut all your
Studies, and whatloever "you under-
take, in the fear of God, you may
with the more confidence and aflu-
rance go to the Holy Sacrament, as
often as God’s Providence, and your
condition of life {hall hereafter give
you an opportunity to perform that
SR e vholy‘ Duty ¥, ;*wmhout
et e 0 I Bl PR
fubjett of @ difiinéé - Tation, (thatis to fay,
Lt osoet - Reading, Meditation, and.
the #fe of Forms of Prayer) as are ufually
thoughe necellary.

Having
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Ha vixe once, throtgh the mer-
cy of God, obtained a habit of Re-
pentantce,  Faith, and Charity, @
you may with lefs pains, and inlefs
time; actually prepare your f{elf; for
hereby your Readmg, Meditation, and
Prayers will become more’ Efficic
cious; and a few hours will becter
difpofe a Religious Peifon, that is well
acquainted with the Exercifes of De-
votion, to Communicate, than feve-
ral days will fuch a one as is a great
ftranger to thefe Duties; as well as to
his Heart and Confcience,

A good and vertuous lifeis che befk
Preparation, and he that doth heartily
endeavour fo to live, is never altoge-
ther unprepared to partake of the Sa-
crament of his Saviour’s Body and
Bloud, which is defigried as Phy-
fick for all fincere, penitent finners,
who may be termed fin-fick-fouls, and
have moft need of fuch a Stvereign
- i E Remedy,

-
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Remedy, and may with great confi-
dence fly unto their Saviour, fince he
calls unto him all fuch as labour. and are.
beavy laden, Mat. 11,28, . .
It is not the . neceflary bufinefs, of
Mens Lives and Callings, (which icis
their Dutyto perform.) that doth ren:
der them unfit to come to the Lord’s
“Table, but Inordinate  Affetion, al
lowed Love to the Creature; .and wil-
ful Aés of fin unrepented of;; which
indeed do. render s fo'ito joyn in
any. of the Prayers of the Church;
fince no man can fay {o much as the
Lord’s Prayer;-in an acceptable man-
ner to God, -and profitably to his
Soul, that. hath not a f{incere - habic
of thofe Graces that I have laft men-
tioned. Aissarcr oid DA van
Y ou fee, then, the great Benefits,of
fuch a Preparation as I invite you to,
and as the Author of the Whole Duty
of Man prelcribes; which duppofes

not
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not only, the Information -of’ the Un-
derftanding in ;he;~)q_ec¢;ffary Points of
Practical Religion,, but. a faichful Ex-
.a_miriti(o-/w0f ~our; Confciences; and
diligeat enquiry into our: Hearss, till we
difcover whether we; have \in: Truch
and Sincerity, the Graces of Faich, and
Repentance; which are Indifpenfable

vvvvv

Qualifications of 8- worthy 'Commus-
nicant. st ) H <
Waicn Task, requiring . confi-
derable Pains and Time; is. not {o
Incumbent upon a fincere Chriftian,
( having once dong;it ) as that he oughe
to run through all the fame Road of
Duties, -and - Performances every.. time
he receives the Eucharift; or that he
{houldrefrain from fuch an important
Duty, (-which always. brings advan-
tage to a fincere; Soul though never fo
imperfect, ) merely + becaufe . he -has
not time £o repeat all thofe external
Performances, . which “were., chicfly
v f ok R dc:
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defigned to prodice thofe Habits
‘which he isnow Pofleffor of in fome
degree (or otherwife is not yet a fin-
cere Chriftian ) and ‘which*do confti-
tute him a Member of the Catholick
Church; ( that  Body - whereof” Chrift
Jefus'1s the Head') by uniting hin to
Chiif¥ by Faith, “and to his Chtiftian
Bréthien by Chatiy, © 01

Fowr Chriftians, that are by'the
bleffing Jof God  once made 16 hap-
py a3 t6 be furnifhed with Oyl in
their Toamps; féed” not upomn ' every
occafion’ go a‘gaii‘;j'-ifﬁ- buy e, but ra-
ther ‘take -~ dare, “that” by © feafonable
Trimtiing of them, ~ chey may ‘be
always Kept buthing, “and -fo’ long
ds they are {o, they ‘will nevet be un-
fitto accompany the Bridegroom.
* I'x like’ manner-you, it you are by
the grace of God convinced of the
Vanities of Youth,and the madnels
and danger of a  vicious Courfe of

| 5 3 | Life
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Life , bewailing not only your Coy-
rupt Nature ; bue all the a&yal Sins
 that you have committed > (which ,
(tho you have approved your felf g
very civil ferious young man ) cannot
but be many in the fight of God ) de-
voting your {elf to Gods Service, and
reflolving to make Religion, according
to the Counfel of onr Saviour, the
firlt bufinefs of your Life ; you ought
to efteem your {elf 2 Child of God,
and dear unto him, as thac you will
always bee (fo long as'you continye
thus difpofed ) an acceptable Gueft
at this Celeftial Banquett ,  where
you may Feaft with' God; and his
Holy Angels, to his Honour and
your own unfpeakable Comfort,
- Drrerri¥e thefurther advice,
I'intend ‘you for your future Con-
duct, till you haye put ' thefe ditei-
ons 1 Execution' | I comeierid ‘mine

7'E'3" { and
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and your honeft-intentions ., and en=
-deavours, to Gods Grace, and.-reft.-
S, Matshews - oo Moy S

£, 1684, ¥ - M ®‘j\<: |
2 Your affettionate Uncle,

Lertar V.

ﬂ’éi‘ﬂiég égdlﬂﬁ Temp""atz;om , wfuslly Incident to
young Scholars and move particularly the difficulty
of thewr ownipg @ Courfe of Vertne and Religion.

My. D}N{
T Aving in fome former Let-
ters finithed all the Advice
which I thought neceffary. to give you,
concerning 2 method of = Spiritual
Reading , Preparatory to the Holy
’ Sacra-

|
|
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Sacrament , «(not unfic.to be Practifed
by Young Scholars before their firft
Approach unto the Lords Table) and
as to particular direGtions concerning
your private Devotions immediatly be-
fore , and your reverent ‘behaviour at ,
the Communion, having referred you
to {ome ufeful Printed Trearifes 'k
fhall proceed to the giving {fome far-
ther Couinfel concerning your behavi.
our afterwards ;  ‘that your chief
endeavours throughout your whole
Life may be,  to perform thofe Fhly
Fows you have fealed witl, your Savi-
ours Blood, in conforming your Lifs
(as faras you are able) to the Life
of Chrift , ( the grand examplar of
all true Grace and Vertue ) and the
Holy Scripture, the rule and [quare of
all our A&ions.

AN b that you may not be deterrod
from a farther Progrets in Vertue, and
Devotion ; and fhamed our of the fe.

E 4 riouis
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rious Pra&ice of Religion (and con-
{equently out of your Salvation ) by
the idle, unadvifed, and prophang
youth of the Age (of which forc I
fear you will meet with too many )
I fhall in the firlt place labour, by
Gods afiftance, to fortifie you againft
thofe dangerous Temptations,  that
young Gentlemen, ina Univerfity or
elfewhere, do ordinarily meet withal,
when they fer about the
Practice of Religionin hear-
ty good earnelt. My Son if thon come to
forwe the Lord , prepare thy Soul for
demptation. | '
- I have known fundry young men
{ent up to thellniver{ieyof yery toward-
ly Dégiooﬁtions, and fweet Inclinations,
in all appearance; duchas might have
become very ufeful in theirGenerations,
sonfiderable Inftruments of good unto
the World,and great Props toReligion;
who,by contagious,Converfation Per-
| - nicious

Forl 2.4
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nicious Example, and Diabolick Ad-
vice, have been prevailed on at length
to Enter into the ways of Darknefs,
- and afterwards to walk i the Counfel of
the ningodly, and at laft to ffand {o bold-
by in the way of Siners that they have
in a {hort time Arrived to the Scorners
Ehair 5 that is, have become defperate
Swners, Villains of the firft Magnicude,
the very Pefts of a Kingdom, open
Oppofers of Religion and Vertue
perfect Renouncers of God and good-
nefs (nay of common good Nature
and Humanity ) in fo egregious 2a
manner, that it will be dificule to
find ouc for them, in former Ages,
even among Turks and Pagans , any
Parallel, ‘

-~ Axp there having been not only
many {uch great Demonftrations 51 Ok
the wondertul Degeneracy of men in
this lace Age, buc that I have taken
very particular notice of many lamen-

able
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table Inftances', ‘among my very Ac
quaintance and Contermiporaries ({ome
of whom I cannot think ‘of withotit
fhedding Tears ) T fuppofe my felf in
a very" peculiar manner obliged to
wamn all the Youth that may any
ways relate ‘unto me ', ‘or are under
my Conduét , left they be enfnared
into thofe dangerous Paths that Lead
down to the Chambers of Death. |
- Onxe of thefirft and moft dange-
rous Temptations that Youth(well de-
fcended ) are liable unto, is, to fancy
that' the Practice of Religion, and
Devotion is inconfiftent with a Gentle-
man. - That the’ young Debauchees of
aur Age do think fo, is plain from
their 1induftrious rejecting of both,
giving themfelves wholly up to their
full- fwinge of Vice, and Leudnefs ;
and that there are too many, with-
in the Walls of moft Colleges, fo
corrupted in their Principles , as well
as
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as Practice,  asnot to be contented on-
ly to bee Vitious themfelves  bur to
we their beft Rhetorick to prevail
with all their Companions to be o
likewife, I fear, you will have too {oon
experience. |

T u ebeft prefervative that T know
of againft: fuch Contagion, or Anti-
dote to expel any: Poylon, which you,
through the frailty of Youth, fhould
chance to fwallow » 15, the frequent
reading  of the Holy Scripture ;7 and
Prayer to God ; by the one you will
 dilcover not only the deformity of
Vice, but the amiablénef(s of Vertue ;
and by the other you will obejy (if
you are fincere, and diligént there-
n) not only ftrength to refift ¢he
ordinary affaults of your Spiritual En-
emies, whereby multitudes of gy
ry. Youth do fall, but receive Divige
Lighe rodifcern the Divel in hjs Tem-

ptations : the moft dangerous of which
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are thofe, wherein he transforms him-

felf into an Angel of Light, and re-
commends Vice to young Lads un-
der the colour of Vertue.

Y ou may learn of the very Hea-
thens, that Virtue is the trueft Nobili-
ty, and Vice the moft-infallible mark
of a Clown. Many of them thought
it not allowable for the Rafcality to
be fotrithly vicious , when among us
Chriftians, (to our everlafting fhame)
it 1s many times become the diftinguifh-
ing Character of Gentility.

Tue works of Seneca, Cicero ,
Epitetus, and Hierocles with {undry
oother ( which I do not doubt but your
worthy Tutor will recommend here-
after to your reading ) will abun-
dantly confirm unto you this truth:
that by how much the better your
extraction 15, fo much the greater' is
your obligation to be eminent in
Virtue, ' e
Bur
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Bu 1t fince Moral Vertue is but
a ftep to true Godlinefs and Chriftian
Piety ( and itis not to be expected
that you fhould learn more than that
from the School of Ariftotle, or Plato
&) 1do conjure you to open your
eyes and take a particular, and full
view of the Virtues that did fhine in
the Life and Death of the Son of
God the Saviour of the World; the
beft of Patterns for a Chriftians I-
mitation, - - f

H e is the Way, the Truth and the Life,
whofo follows this our infallible guide,
takes the moft expeditious Courle ; to
be truly Illuminated ; {oas to fee plain-
ly wherein true happinels doth really
confift, and which 1s the moft direct
Pach leading thereunto. - |
"Waereroreas| have already
defired that you will not fail to read
over (at leaft) the new Teftament,
before you ‘Communicate; fo. I do
* Inacac
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intreat you, that you! will take moft
elpecial notice of the "Writings of. the
Holy Evangelifts; sandivery pattiqakar:
ly-thofe of St.. Matthew, wherein you
will find our Saviours -Sermon on the
Mount- (the: beft Body of (Chriftian
Philofophy thatever was extant in-the
Wotld.) Pen’d down: more largely
than  ellfewhere ; - asalfo our Blelled
Saviouts Paflion fet forch more  partis
cularly - than in -the :ather  Golpéls;
And among other matters of moment
be fure: to:take: heed chat you doiby
no:means  {lip: over;qithat importante
Threat : Whofo denyeth siie -before men,
bim.lalfo  will . 'deny.; before: my |Father
which 15 in. Heaven 5 \which; you,| -and
everysone, willdo, if;you areafliam’d
to own him {o,as fajthfully to Practife
his; Precepts, as well: as to profefs/his
Relwgionic} 500 liisv poy sady befiel
. oAxep this Temptation; namely. the
difhiculey o defpife the thame: of; the
SR \WOI‘Id,
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Woild, beinga very, fore one ( and
a Block over: which iyou muft get,
fooner or later, or you: can make no

Progrefs in Virtue) I fhall dwell a2

while chereon , and furnifh | you for
{uch a purpofe, before I proceed, with

fome, Choice and Pertinent - Scrip-

Hites., . . T
I~ the Evangelical .PI:OPth Jfaz’ab
( who was of himfelf nobly defcend-

ed being of the Blood Royal) we are
very pathetically diffwaded chap. 5 1.

v. 7, 8. Fear yee not the reproach of men,

neither. be afraid of their revilings. -
K or themoth [hall eat them up like

a garment , and the worm, fhall eat them

like wool: but my righteoufnefs [hall be

for ever,.and.my [alvation. from genera-

LIOR £O. ZENERLON., i b
ANp again at the .. 12th. verfe

----- Who art thow., that, art afraid of a

man that [hall die, and of the fon of iman
which [hall be made as Grafs: .. .
i AN D
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- Axp fmgett;/l the Lord thy maker
shat has [tretched forth the heavens, and
Taid the forndation of the earth.
* Tue's e 4nd fundry other precepts
(yea and examples too p’articularly of
Mofes and David’) to defpife reproach,
you will find upon Record in the old
Teftament, ----- as alfo in fome of the
Books of the Apocrypha, namely,
the Books of Wifdom and Feclefiafticus ¢
which fince  the Church’ honours fo
much 2s to read fometimes publickly
in the Congtegation , ( for out
inftrutions in manners not the efta-
blifhing any point of Do&rin )- and
permits to be bound up with the
Bible; ought'to be ferioufly, and fre-
quently peiufed  with greater refpect
than other Writings , except the Canlo-
niical Seriptures.
© Awp if Woil exartine the New
Teftament you will aifo find many
remarkable places, both in the Gofpelsé
A afn
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and the Epiftles, to incourag. ;s to
glory in our Chriftian Profeflion. oy
will perceive 2 benediction pronoun-
ced in the very beginning of St. Mat-
thew's Golpel to all thofe that fhall
{uffer Reproach for the name of Chrift,
BlefJed are ye when men [hall
revileyou and perfecute you falfe-
by for my [ake, rejoice and be exceeding
glad for great is your veward in Heaven,
for fo perfecuted they the Prophets that
were before you.

O this Chriftian Magnanimicy
St. Paul was a notable example, I am
not afhamed of the Gofpel of Chrift ( fays
he Rom. 1.v. 16 ) for it isthe power of
God unto falvation.

Axp if any man lay under greater
Temptations than another to be afha-
med of the Gofpel it was St.Paul. You'l
do well to confider how he was
Treated: a large Catalogue of whofe
Sufferings for hus Zeal to Chriftianity

s b you

Mat.5.11.
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find'in 2 Cor.11.from ver.22,
4. 72. He was Beaten, Imprifoned,
~Shipwracked, expofed to a tboufand Perils,
and yet not at all difcouraged in his
Duty, but inftead thereof fo much
more inflamed with a fervent Love
to Chrift’s Religion, . glorying in
the things which concern his Infirm1-
ties, yea, in his very Bonds, I take plea-
fure ( fays he Chap. 12.9.10.) In-
firmities, in Reproaches, m Necefities,
in Per[ecutions, in Diftreffes for ChrfFs
fake. He was even proud to follow
the Captain of his {alvation, though
it was, even through a Sca of Bloud.
But leaving other Pertinent” and
Powerful places to your own obfer-
_vation in Reading ( which I heartily
befeech God to  blefs, and make
effectual, fo as towean you fromthe
Vanities of the World) I fhall et
the eminent Example of St. Jobn the

Evangelift before your eycs, to. pro-
- voke
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vake you to embrace, and own Relj.
gion,with a Chriftian Refolurion now
1N yOUr younger years. _

St. Jobn did (as Twould have you
do ) follow his Saviour iy his Youth,
dedicating the Members of his Body
and the Faculties of his Soyl to De-
votion before they were defiled with
fin.  For which reafon it s conceived
he became (o dear unto hig Saviour as
to be ftiled the Belsred Difciple, and to
have the honour, ar his Taft Supper to

lean on his Mafter’s Bofom. | |
‘NExTtothe holy Scripture, T can-
not concetve that any Book is like to
be more Prevalent, and Perfuafiye
with young Gentlemen, # own Religion,
and the & practice of Vertue with
Chriftian Fortitude, than the incom.
parable Piece of our lae Martyr'd
Sovereign, written during his Solitude,
and Sufferings ; where, wich {undry
remarkable Paffages,worthy of noice,
By 1n
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in relation to the late Wars, you will

find a certain ftrain of Devotion, fcarce -
ever reach’d by any but the holy Pen-

men. '

Cerrtainiy it will be very
difficult in any Age of Primitive Pie-
ty, and impoffible in this laft Pro-
phane one,to difcover either Prince, or
Prophet, tuned up fo divinely to the
melodious Harp of holy Dawid.

I was {o happy, as fuft to meet
with that Pourtraiture of the beft of
Princes, when I was a young man
(as you are ) in the Univerfity of Ox-
ford, and it had mighty force on me;
and {o it will, T hope, on you; to
difcern a Sovereign Prince to be as good
as he was great, and to value his Con-
[ciencemore than his Kingdoms.

Tue Example as well as the
Wiritings of that Pious, and Royal
Martyr hath proved a ftanding Ser-
mon, not only to the People of

Fn(g/mm’,
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England, but to 2 great part of the
Chriftian World; Who do as much
admire that unufual Pitch of verrue
and goodnefs which abounded in that
Gracious Prince, as they do abhor
the Barbarity of his Subjects, who,
under the pretence of Religion, Mur-
dered him at his own Dooy. '

Besips the knowledg of things
therein contained, and a provocation
to Religion by one of the beft Ex-
amples that the World ever enjoyed,
youmay much improve your (¢lf] by
frequent reading of fo excellent a
Compofure, as to your Stile,

It will be commendable i you
to fet before you, in this Particular,
and in all other your Endeavours, the
beft and higheft Examples; and con-
{equently you will do very well to
ffrive ro Naturalize unto you this
Princely ftile, as Majeftick (asa cer-
tain Writer does very well exprefs ic )

B as
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a5 the Crowm he wore, and as ﬁ't(,’ from.
Affectation as Levity 5 though it may
be too juftly feared, that fuch a flight
1s hardly attainable, by any, bt fuich
an extraordinary Pe1fomge In asextra-
ordmary Circumftances.

Concemmg which choice Work,
(which I hope you will fo heamly
affe&t, as, in fome {mall Volume, to

ake it your Pocket Compan10n)
I fhall fay no more, at prefent but
that you will take care toread it firft,
(and often ) in the Language where-
in our excellent Prince wrote it; for
though it may be a very commendabl
Curiofi ity to read it in any, or all, of
thofe Languages wherem it is Tlan«
flated, yet you cannot expect {o much
Plea {'116 and Profit from fo doing;
{ince there are divers reafons Why a

iranflation of this Book, wherein
moft things feem to be f,nGuLa and
our of the common RC'ud may,
i More
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more than others, come fhort of jts
Original. © About New-years-day, I
promife that you fhall not fail to re-
cetve fome farther advice, which I
hope you will efteem no bad New-
years-gift, nor ill teftimony of the
affe¢tion of r

St.Tb_amcz; day, My T N .
1684,

Your dﬂe&ionate Uncle,

(Po/chript.

Have not writ to you a great while
becaufe [ would not Interrupt, or
burthen your thoughts wich fuch mat-
ters, as may  be feafonably enough
confidered of after your Reception of
the holy Communion. And thoughI
fend you now new matcer 31 oyeel
would not have you trouble your felf
ol 4 with
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with more perufals of this Letter than
‘one, till Chriftmas day, and the Dutjes
of the Feafts be over, for which ‘you
have been thus long preparing your

felf. I pray God blefs you, that it may

be to {fome purpofe.
Bt A 1

e

Lerrer VL

Fertifying the young Scholar againft the danger of
being' corrupted in. b Principles, efpecially by
Men of an Atheiftical Spirit, :

My D. N.

He Temptation laft {poken of
i being well got over, though -
you be too {trong to be laughed out of

your good Refolutions (as young Men
frEquently are ) yet you will be liable
to be corrupted in your Principles, or
cooled in that Zeal which is neceffary

to make a Progrefs in Virtue, by a
‘ certain
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certain Gang (who in my time did
abound, and I am affraid may do in
yours ) in whofe Converfation there
may appear {fome tolerable Civility,
and which proves mighty taking
oftentimes to young Scholars, be-
caufe it is mixt with much Pleafan-
try, and Wit; but is in reality ex-
ceeding injurious to the right Educa-
tion of young men in the true Prin-
ciples of Vertue, and Religion, and
found Learning,

T'uese you are to take heed of,
left you are infhared before you are
aware nto an Intimate Converfa-
tion, which you cannot cafily {hake
oft, with thofe who will allow of
the pra&ice of many parts of Mo-
rality, but hate true Religion, and
Chriftian  Vertye : making it their
Divertifement, in their private Clubs
with their Chronees, to queftion the
Immortality of the Soul, nay, the

hi. 3
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very being of their God: and plea-
{ing themlelves, I fear, fometimes in
being the Devil’s Factors; making
it their bufinefs to corrupt the choiceft
Youth with their evil Principles,
which lead to down-right Atheifm :
And it is more than probable  that
thechief Seeds of that plentiful Crop
which is too vifible in every part of
the Land, and which hach produced
all kinds of Prophanefs have been
firlt fown in the Univerficies and
Inns of Court by thefe Inftruments
of Sathan ; who, like their Mafter,
are always ready to abufe the beft
Defigns: A high Argument of the
Excellency and ufefulnels of the Edu-
cation of thofe places as-well as of
the Devil's malice, fince he is fo
bufie and concerned to pervert fuch
admirable Inftitutions, by labouring
to corrupt and poyfon ( if it were
poflible) the very Fountains.

You
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Youwill not (I imagine) while
you are an Under-graduate, be fo
much expofed to this danger as after
you have taken a Degree, ( the
chief Temptations of young Be-
ginners are of another f{ort) bue yet
you are not fo pettectly free from
Infection on this account, at prefent,
but that it will become you to be
exceeding circumf{peét in the choice
of your Companions, and to take
great heed how you haftily contrad
any more than ordinary familiariry
with any Perfons withour the advice
of your Tutor, or fome Judicious
Friend, or elfe have fufficient expe-
rience of their fobriety and good
difpofition.

Y ou ought to be Civil to ally -
but Intimate with very few. Who
are your Acquaintance, at your firft
coming to the Univcrﬁty, 1S a matter
of mighty Moment. I have very

often
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often obferved, that young Scholars
prove fuch as thofe Officious Perfons
are who do firft ingrofs them after
their Matriculation. |

S ome, who have happily lighted
on a good Tutor, and well difpofed
Companions, though they have been -
very raw, at their firft arrival, and
have afforded their Friends no extra-
ordinary ground of expectation, have
proved Eminent Perlons, and ac-
tained to accomplifhments, both in
- vertue and knowledge, which they
were never thought capable of.

Axp others of as extraordinar
Hopes, Parts, and School-attain-
ments, falling into bad hands, both
as to Conduét and Converfation, have
declined evento wonder, and become
defpicable perfons, for Vice and Idle-
nefs (and fometimes Jgnorance ) to
the unfpeakable difhonour, and grief
~ of their Relations.

It
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It isof no {mall Importance there-
fore, how every young Scholar {pends
his firft hours after his admiffion into
a Colledge. . If he efcapes the being
poyloned and tainted the firft year, it
is 2 good Prefage that he may {ucceed
in his good endeavours and a Schola-
ftick way of Education: But if he
be not, at coming, Proof, againft the
Infinuations of fuch Inftruments of
Satan as haunt moft Colleges, and lie
on the catch to debauch ‘the. young
Fry, or tempt them, at leaft, to be
Idle, it portends very facally.

Y our Tutor, who feems to be a
Pious as well as Prudent Perfon, hath
done his part, I do not doubt, alrea-
dy, in cautoning you againft thefe
Evils which often prove deftructive
to Youth; and will continue, I hope,
his honeft endeavours. To infufe
into you right Principles of true Re-
ligion, Honour, and Honefty, and

RS | laboyr
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labour to make you a very good
Moral Philofopher, as well as Lo-
gician. #

You are more happy, in my
judgment, that you are prudently
placed in 2 condition which docs

oblige you ftrictly to obferve the

Difcipline and Exercifes of the Houfe,
than if you were fetled in a much
higher ftation, and had oreater liber-
ty to live according to your own Will,
and Humour, which are but bad Go.-
vernours of Youth. |

Y ou are hereby free from fundry

dangerous Temptations whereto TFel-

low-Commoners are liable, who do
(too often ) fo carelefly demean
themfelves (and I could wifh that this
was the worft) as to render a2 Col-
lege Life quite ineflectual, fometimes
living, fo as if they wete fent there
only for their Recreation, and Di-
vertifement, to learn to play wich a

Bonne

s
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Bonne Grace at Tennis, or {wagger
in a Tavern, or ( which is more 1a-
congruous, and unfutable to a Colle-
giate Life) Tipple in a Chamber.
Whereas they might improve their
opportunities of Religion and Learn-
ing to a higher degree than others, if
they were faithful to themfelves, obe-
dient to their Governours, obfervant
of Difcipline, and could refift the evil
Example and Inticements of loofe
Companions: All which doth. en
courage rather chan dilcourage Gentry
of Quality to f{end their Children to'the
Univerfity, and place them in fuch 2
Station, as well as ftrongly oblige the
young Gentlemen, their Sons, to

O 2 : i
conftant watchfulnefs and Circum-

{pection.

Y our Opportunities alfo to im-
prove your lelf in Philofophy and
ufeful knowledge, are many more
than theirs, ( as they now order the

matter )
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matter ) being not expofed to fo ma:
ny Avocations from your courle of
Study, and Devotions.” And it is no
inconfiderable advantage rightly un-
derftood, that you are more indilpen-
{ably bound toa more conftant Pra-
ctice of Obedience and Submifion to
your Superiours; which commenda-
ble Virtues, well and throughly learnt,
will make amends abundantly for all
the {uppofed or real Priviledges of a
higher Seation ; and wherein I know
it 1sthe defire of all your Priends that
you fhould be very eminent, and Ex-
emplary.

T a x e care that you do not de-
{pife any one that has jult Authori-

ty over you what ever be his Origi- -

nal; but make it your bufinesto be

exceeding punétual, and exa& in the

performance of every Duty that is

Incumbent on you, either towards
¥ 1

your Prefident, Fellows, or Turor.

You
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You will never be well qualified to
Govern, unlefs you learn firft wellto
obey. | PO
- Lzt not the thoughts of your
~ Gentility provoke you to be fliff and
fturdy : You cannot give a truer De-
monftration that you are a Gentleman,
than by being Humble.  There 1s as
reat a difference betwixt true Humi-
lity, and Meanefs of [pirit, on the one
hand, and Pride and true Greatnefs of .
mind on the other, as there is betwixt
Parfley and Hemlock; two Plants of
great Refemblance, but the one 2
wholfom Herb, and the other a rank
Weed very poylonous. |
You have hitherto given very
good Teftimony of this Vertue
( whereto I prefs you) both at School,
and under your Parents. [ have heard
your Father and Mother {ay, much to
my fausfaction, that you fcarce ever
difpleafed them. Such ‘happy be-
G il

‘gmmngs ‘
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ginnings of Grace in your very Child-
hood will furely be attended on by
God’s blefling; and your Parents do
very comfortably hope, (and {fodo 1)
that you'l bring away as good a Re-
port from the College, as from the
School, giving ample evidence in your
future life of your good Nurture ; and
that you have Naturalized the vertues
of fubmiffion and fubjettion to all
kind of Superiours, {0as to dread the
leaft appearance of Difobedience to,
or Contempt of, your Prince the Fa-
ther of your Country, as alfo to your
{piritual Parents the Fathers of the
Church. ,

But I hope, I have lictle reafon to
enlarge on thefe Topicks of Loyalty to
the Kimg, and Reverence to the Church,
for you have, I wuft, fuck’d in with
your very Milk fome love and refpe&t
tothe. Gran and the Mitre, to neither

of which can any man be a true
Friend
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- Friend that is not a Friend to them
both; nor eafily a fierce Enemy to
either, who hath not been corrupted in
his Youth, by want of 2 right way of
Education : the general neglect where-
of is very lamentable, which to fet
more particularly before your eyes,
will afford me mateer enough for ano-
~ ther Letter. I have no more to add,
at prefenc, but that [ am, and (hall
always continue to be,

New-years day My D. N,
1684.

Tour affeétibnate Uncle,

G 2 Lexz-



84  Counfel and Direétions

Lerrer VIL

Treating of due [ubmiffion and [ubjellign to thefe
who have the Government of Youth, and the
ufual Negligenceof fome Parents, School-ma-

ers, and ‘Tutors, with the il confequence
thereof. T '
My. D.N., L ) |
I Am now advanced on to treat
B of the Errors of Parents and
School-mafters; & . in Training up of
Youth, whichT {hall endeavour to do

with all reafonable brevity.
~ Ir we fhould inquire into the
Original Caulfes, of that Inveterate
Prejudice againft God’s Vicegerents,
bothin Church and State ; which did
poflefs the generality of the People of
England, during our late Combufti-
ons, when the very Body Politick
did feem to labour under a kind of
| Frenzy,
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frenzy, we fhall find them chiefly
{pring from this unpardonable Negleét
complain’d of ; i.e. the not right Prin-
cipling of Youth, and not teach-
ing them the Duties of [ubjection, in
their firft and tender Years.

How much Guilt there lies at the
door of Payents, School-mafters, Tutors,
and Governonrs, 1 had rather leave to
their own Confciences to difcover,
than peremptorily with my Pen or
Tongue declare; upon a through
Inquifition it will notorioufly -appear,
Iam afraid, to be very heinous that
lies on every one of ‘them, and on
Natural Parents oftentimes more than
on the other. -

T ue Father and Mother fome-
times under colour of that which they
fancy to be Indulgence, (butin realli-
ty 15 Barbarous Cruelty ) Cocker
their Child, in what is really amifs,
‘and {uffer evil Indlinations to get fo
G 3 much
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much {trength, as to require the Rod,
which at firft would have been per-
fetly crufh'd, by a frown, or fevere
look. And the Father (" wery often
God knows) in Imitation of our great
Grandfire Adam, (contrary to the Me-
thod of the Univerfe) fuffering him-
felf to be overrul'd by his Wite, {pares
the Rod till he hath {poiled his Child :
Neglects moderate Correétion fo long
till very fmare Difcipline will not effect
a Cure, and he be forced to fetch ma-
ny drops of Bloud for unrulinels from
that Child, which he could firft have
ftamp'd into Obedience.

A ~np ac laft afrer he has fele the
uncafinefs that does accrue to himfelf
from the exercile of Difcipline, ( and
* fometimes out of a weak, Womanith
Compaffion, having not the heart to
Corre&, nor endure the fight of his
Childs Tears ) delivers him over toa
Councry School to learn that whi}eh

1
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~ he could better learn at home; as if
a2 petty School-mafter thould be more
| concerned for his Child, than he him-
 [elf, and fhould be better able to
~ reform the faults of twenty {tubbotn
{ Boys, than the Natural Father is able
to deal with one. And it was very
well if Parents would ftick here and
repent of the Errors in their Condu&,
while their Children are under their -
own eyes, and not involve themfelves
into farther guile by obftructing the
School-mafter from Eradicating thofe
Weeds, which they, by an accountable
Fondnefs or Negligence, had fuffered
to grow. .

I 1 1s too common a Practice in Pa-
rentsto take the Charaéter of School-
-mafters from their Scholars, and
from thofe nfually who are moft Pec-
cant, which is very Prepofterous, and
unreafonable ; and hercon the Facher,
or Mother,and fometimes both,Jgiving

‘ G 4 credic
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credit to their angry Child, ( who
for fome real faule hath received due
Correction ) or to fome old Servant
of the Family (‘who to his young Ma-
fter is'good Natured beyond Difcre-
tion ) do fall foul on the honeft Ma-
fter, and hinder him ina very well
intended and good Work, in making
the Child truly Obedient, and Tracta:
ble, - (which ought always to be done
by School-mafters, in the firft place,
when Boys are committed ‘to their
Charge, and is a better Office both for
Parent and Child, ‘than to teach the
Lad his Book ) And atlaft; in a
Huff, take that Child quite away
from School, to the Injury both of
Malter, Scholar, and themielves; not
without much guilt of real Injuftice
to the School-mafter’s Reputation, and
as real Cruelty to ' their poor Child,
by hardning his Neck, out of 2 mi-
ftaken ~ Favour to his Back; and
Sl putting
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putting the next School-maffer, to
whofe care the ftubborn Youth is com-
mitted, under an abfolute Neceffit
to ufe 2 much more fevere Method of
- Difcipline with his Headftrong Scho-
lar, ( whom the fondnefs of his Pa-
rents has taughe to difpute with thofe
he thould obey ) or be accerfary to his
raine, in giving fo much way to the
Boys humour, till he be growna per-
tect flave to his own Will ; and that tos
fnighty for either Mafter at School,
or ‘Tutor at Univerlity, to Refiff ox
Controul.

W neN thele and the like weak-
‘nefles of Parents have rendred their
Children almoft unfic to live undet
any Government, their next Effay is
to fend themto a Univerficy, and place
them in 2 College under the conduct
of a Tutor: Expecting a Tiror to do
Impoffibilities; and to' Cure what is
really Incurable; to make that Boy a

' " Scholar,
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Scholar, who is refolved not to learn ;
ora good man, whofe Ears are fhut
to all honeft Counfel, and Advice.
And when the young man is become
2 pertect Rake-hell, which is in many
cales above the power of the ableft
Tucor to prevent, (and which hap-
pens to be very foon, if the Frefh-
man falls into a League with {ome of
the worft Comrades which the Uni-
verfity does afford ) he is as rafhly
{natched from the College, as he was
from the School, with unreafonable
Complaints of the Tutor, and unjuft
Accutations of College-Dilcipline, and
fent up to the Inns of Court, where
meetng  with greater Liberty, and
much worfe Company, becomes a
perteét Sacrifice to Vice, and Com-
mences (1f he meets with {ome Tu-
tors very common in thofe places ) .
long betore he puts on a Barrifter’s
Gown, adown-right Atheift,

Or
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Or elle, inftead of being fent to
London, to be ruined, and debauched
in his own Country, is fent abroad
into the World to Travel under the
Conduct of one, who, though honeft
and Ingenious, needs perhaps {ome-
times a Governour, and Guide him-
felf ; and being too head-ftrong for
the Perfon that is to govern him,

{hakes him off, er makes him weary

of his charge, o as voluntarily to
delert it; and thus the young Spark
is at liberty to do what he will, and
ruine himfelf beyond the Seas ; bring -
ing home no more confiderable Re-
marks, than {ome noted Vices of a
Forein Nation, to Tranfplant, and
Propagate in his own Country, and
among his own Kin : in the Conclu-
fion, becoming not only a ufelefs, but
gangrened Member of the Common-
wealth, and by an infamous Exit
( which too often happens ) fain-

ing

T O e &

AT T e
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ing the Honour of a Noble Houlfe.
T uus Parents too trequently are
the Authors of their Children’s fin,
and confequently of their mifery,
contributing very much to their un-
dutifulnefs, and obftinacy; which
God does punith as remarkably in this.
World, as he does reward Obedience,
cutting of the wilful and [tubborn very
often 1n the midft of their days, and
{ometime in the midft of their fins;
whilft he blefles thofe who are Tra-
&able, and do honour and obey their
Parents ( whereby we muft: under-
{tand all kind of Superiours ) with
2 long life ; and all manner of tempo-
ral felicity.
- Axop fuch fort of Parents, who
will not follow the advice of Solomon,
nor betake themfelves to the Method
of God in ufing the Rod of Correétion,
in due feafon, to drive out folly from the
heart of their Child,  can no more juftly
| com-



 giftrates can of their People for thofe
~fins; and diforders in the Church
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complain of their Children, than Ma-

and :8ewe’ which - ace ‘occafion-
ed, and encreafed by want of Fx.
ecution  of good, “and wholfom
Laws, eftablifhed to keep Subje@s in
obedience, |
Bur tobe jult to Parents, and not
to accule them, to be the fole Canle
of the ruine of Youth, nor 6 con.
demn all Parents as equally guilty;
Let their other Conduétors, School-
mafters, Tutors, and Governours take
their {hare of the guile, |
I¥ aSchool-mafter do not, in the
fear of God, faithfully dilcharge his
Province, which is of mighry mo-
ment to the Commonwealty, ( and
the moft perty School-mafter, that
Teaches buc the 4, B, C, has a confi-
derable part to act) heisa great fin-
ner, v betraying a weighty couft
com-
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committed to him, wherein the good
of Church, and Kingdom isin an ex-
traordinary manner concerned ; indeed
{o much, thar it is matter of mighty
wonder, that there fhould not be i
all places more care taken, that none
w==—fhould be permitted to teach, fo much
as Englifh in the moft private School,
unlefs duly qualified with Sobriety,
Ability, and  right Principles: For
‘School-mafters, i reality (when they

are fuch as they ought tobe) have 1t

in their power to New Model, and

fet right (by God's blefling ) oncein
twenty. years, a whole Kingdom : or

if it be not in cheir power alone, yet

it is certainly {o in theirs, and the Tu-

tors of the Univerfity joyntly, On the

other fide, when thefe Inftru&ors are

not fuch as they fhould be, they

have it in their power to do asmuch
contrary mifchiet. To take care there-

fore of the Qualifications of both

( as
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(as well as of their encouragement

when they do their Duty ) is of all
things moft defirable ; and. fome re.
gard mnft be had hereto, before we
are like to fee a quiet, and Hourifhing
Church, and State.

 Wae~ School-mafters are not So-
ber, and Confcientions, and fbricy] Y Re-
ligions, they do their Boys more hurt
by their Example, than they do them
good by their Teaching.

- Secondly, Ix School-mafters fhould
make confcience of their Ways and
Duty, and ufe their bett endeavour
to inftruct their Youth; yer if they
want Ability, and  Dexterity, to dif-
charge that particular Province, their
labours will have but litle, or flow
fuccefs, and teach their Boys no more
in three or four years than 2 vel] Qua-
lified Perfon might do in one.,

Laftly, Ir a School-mafter {hould
be both Confcientious, and Able, and

yet
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yet not right Principled, ( which may
often happen fince there are great Br-
rors confiftent with fincericy ) he may
infule more Poyfon into his Boys than
he does Learning, and make them fo

much the worfe Subjeéts, by befng
able Scholars ; more pernicious to their

- Country ‘by having knowledge, and
Parts, abufingboth to the difturbance -

of Church and State : whereof we have
had of late innumerable inftances.

T wus may School-mafters {poil

Boys by their bad Principles, Negli-
gence, or ill Example, when they come
tolerably well conditioned out of the
hands of the Parent : and the Tutor as
often, by the fame faults and defects,
when they come well nftructed, and

nurtured out of the hands of both.
ScHoor-mMasTERS, having to
deal with that Age which is moft ca-
pable of Impreflion, have the faireft
oportunity | to inflnuate good Ir.xcli*
~ nations
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hations, and defires into their Scholars,

and to prepare them for the more

olid Precepts of good manners and

Vertue, whichi they may meet ‘wichal
under Tutorage in a Univerﬁty, as
well as to forufie then againft chofe

A4

“Temptations which Youth are liable
to, before they are paft the Rod ; but
Tutors and Governours have the fiteef
occafion to blow up the flame; that
may be kinidled in " their Souls; and
nourilh their .good Defires; till they
come 1nto Acts, and thofe A&s ar-
r1ve to Habits; and thofe Habits be {o
{trengthened in their Pupils; that they
may take pleafure in Vertue; and re-
i1k, with Hndc'rﬁianding. and Refloly-
tlon, thofe miore danger(_)us tempta-
tions; to very delperate Vices, which
are incident to young. men of riper
YEALS . . | ey

Axp if School-mafters, and T
tors, do mot conceive thefe things
H within



| /
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within their Sphere; but conclude
that they have nothing te do, butto
teach their Lads Grammatr at the
School, and Genus and ‘Species in the
College, they do ftrangely forget
fome fpecial Duties incumbent upon
all Inftructers of Youth, and the
chief end of all their ftudies which
{hould begiriand end in the fear of the

Lord. 20

T ue 79 Canon fets forth the Du-
ty of School-mafters, and puts it out.
of all difpute, that the Church expects |
them to do their beft to teach their
Scholars Religion as well as Letters ;
and to fee that they frequent God’s
Houfe, and behave themlelves there-
in with Reverence and Devotion, as
well as to learn their Leffon at the
School: A good work-of general pro-
fit, {candaloufly neglected to thede-
plorable detriment of  young-mens
fouls, who being not fufficiently -
SR kT e ftructed.
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ftruéted in the Principles of Religion,
nor brought to Confirmation when
they are come to Years of difcre-
tion ( whereof cheir Sch'ool-maPcers as
well as their Godfathers would do well

~ to'be their Monitors)are admitted to tlig

Holy Sacrament tvithout either; nay,
oftentimes without being able to fay

o much as the very words of their

Catechifri, ~ °
- I'r ought to be looke upon asa very
great unhappinefs for young men, to
be ever admitted to the holy Sacra-
ment, without owning their Baptifirial
Vow in publick in the prefenice of the
Bifhop, and a Congregation; and ir
ant Apoftolical way, from a Father of
the Church receiving a BenediGion,
But that young People fhould (o fre-
quently be allowed to approach unto
the Lords Table, not only without
recerving this holy Rite of great Anti-
quity, but being perfectly void of
SR H 2  neceflary
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neceffary Knowledge and Devotion;
neither knowing nor confidering what
they do, or wherefore “they come
there, is an intolerable ' wrregularity =
and {o much the more deplorable, by
realon the fin is aggravated with: high
contempt; God having  blefled - us,
fiace the happy Reftauration of our
Gracious - Sovereign, and ‘the facred
Order of Epifcopacy, with a Bifhop
in every Diocefs. |

T na t luch Youth as live in the re-
mote parts of fome Diocefles, very far
diftanc from their Bifhops See, fhould
make ufe of the Indulgence of the
Church in prefuming to receive the
Communion without Confirmation
Ribr. e provided chey be ready and
Conf: defrous to be Confirmed ) is not
unreafonable 3 but that Scholars in a
Univerfity ( efpecially chat of Oxford )
which is happy in the conftant Refi-
dence of a Right worthy, Vigilant,

and
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and Indefatigable Prelate of Primitive
i
Piety, and Devotion, {hould ever be
permitted to partake of the Sacra-
ment of their Saviour's Body, and
Bloud, witheut receiving this facred
Rite, with fuchdue Preparation, and
Inftruétion, asit, aswell as che Sacra-
ment, doth require, is an Omiffion in
young men (or indeed rather in the Tu-
tors ) very unaccountable, and greatly
to be bewailed ; and which Tearneftly
beleech you (if it beyour Cafe ) care-
tully to avoid; as well as the other
extream, which fome, out of well-
meaning, (‘and others out of a very
blameable carelefnefs, if not Pre-
fumption ) run into; receiving Con-
firmation more than once, and look-
g upon this holy Apoftolical Infti-
tmeon to be no other than a Bithops
Ordinary Blefling : whereas it is in it
felt fo facred, and of fo near affiniry
toour folemn Incorporation into the

‘9 % //Z‘ }j/;%gﬁ Chri-
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Chriftian Church, that it is no more
to be repeated than Baptifm. -

[{hall add nothing eclfe at prefent,
buc that the Spirit of Truth, Grace,
and Comfort, would defend youin all
Temptations, and profper to you all
means of right Education,is the hearty
prayer of, |

St.Paul’s day. | My D.N.
1684. g '

Your affectionate Uncle,

Poftfoript.

] [Nozrstanxping that you

% J have with commendable dili-
gence difpatched my former direGions
n reference to the Communion, I
havemade the more haft to fend you
other ipiritual Imployment for your
thoughts, relating to your future Con-
duct. . Le1-
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—————

Lerter VI

Inciting the young Gentleman to imitate the uerties
of his Anceftors.

My D. N.

Have lately fet before your eyes the

_ dangers that ordinanly accrueto
young men, from the finful negligence
of thofe that begat them, or have
had the charge of them; that you
may the better fee the mifchiefs which
you have efcaped, and the guilc you
~will Incur, if you do not now hearti-
ly embrace and proceed in vertue, and
labour faithfully henceforth to-fave
your Soul ; fince God hath been fo
gracious, as hitherto to preferve you
from being fthipwrack'd on either of

thefe Rocks.

H 4 You
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You are many ways happy, in
your Parents, you have been bred
® Weftminfler. ata ,FQ.H]OL’[S SChOOl ¥’ of

| great reputation, under an
eminent School-mafter, who in forty
eight-years hath fent farch fo vafl a
number of Scholars, Gentry, Nobilicy,
and Clergy, as make 2 confiderable
patt of the Nation, many of whom
( blefled be God) are mighty Pilags
of our - publick peace it Church
and  State, and  which more mipht
have been, if they had proporticnably
improved  themfelves,  and brought
torth fruit anfiverable o the wholfom
Inftruétions, and {trick Difcipline they
have been under, ' |

AND you are now happily placed
in the moft famous Univerfity of the
whole: World. . in ofielof the moft
eounent, and  Eligible Colleges of |
that Univerfity ; where you do enjoy
God’s Service wich great folemnity

as
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as well as all defirable Opportunities,
and means of knowledge under the
care of a very kind and ‘well qualifi-
ed Tutor, who is ready to give you
all neceffary affiftance, “and ‘to fhew
you the utmoft refpect,  which
you your {elf can reafonably defire,
or your Friends require at his hands,
So' that if you have bue Eyes to dif>
~cern your own Felicity, you may be-
hold your felf in very happy Circum- -
ftances, andto have many more than
ordinary Reafons to blefs, and praife
Almighty God for his paft, and
prefent  blefled ~ Providence over
you.
- You do feem to me, whether I
confider your towardly difpofition
for the time paft, your prefent oppor-
tunities of Improvement in Vertue, and
Learning, or your confiderable hopes
of Preferment, for the time to come,
to be placed in a Pofte which may
render
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render you more than ordinarily ufefil
in your Generation. And I cannot.
forefee any thing that can hinder 2
- profperous, and defirable Iffue, and
deprive you of God's bleffing, unlefs
you are corrupted ( which I pray God
you may never be, ) by ill company ;
firft tempted to be Idle, and afeer-
wards to become Vicious, which com-
monly ends in Irreligion,

Su ¢ ua degeneracy from the good
qualities of your Anceftors, though
you have given no great reafon to
tear, yet it will notbe an impertinent
Task inme, whilft Iam thus addre(
fing my felf to you, to fet before
your eyes fome of their more eminent
Qualifications. In doing whereof I
fhall not detain you with any DIl
courle concerning your Father and
Mother ( they being alive) though
God hath blefled them both, with
very remarkable Abilities, and Ver-

tues,
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tues, and you with their good Exam-
ple. Iihall rather bring to your view
fome of the chief endowments of thofe
Relations, who have left the World
and a good odour behind them.

Axop here firft let me mind you,
that in your Grandfather and Grand-
mother (on your Fathers fide) you
ought to efteem your felf very
happy, and have good ground to
hope that a blefling may defcend on
you for their fakes. '

Y ou r Grandfather was a Worthy
and Reverend Divine, and an honous
to his Caflock, which is a more valu-
able confideration than that of his be-
ing a Gentleman. |

T ux Piety, and Difcretion of your
Grandmother was likewife very emi-
nent, as I have heard much to my
Pleafure, and Edification, who out-
lived her Husband, and gave great
Marks of the fingerity of her Devoti-

on,
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on, and Maternal affe@ion,, in difto-
vering much zeal to have her Chil-
dren trained up in the Fear of God,
anda courfe of Virtue, denying them
after the death of her dear Husband
no Accomplithments, and Opportu-
nities of Education, that were truly
worthy of a Chriftian, or a Gentle-
‘man; which was very vifible, in your
decealed Uncle, as [ have heard,
~as well as your Father and Prudent
and Pious Aunt. |
Yo ur Grandfather, on the fide of
your Mother (-of whom, being de-
ceafed, Imay have che liberty o {peak
‘more largely than of my living Re-
lations ) died, it is well known, ho-
nourably in the Field, a true Aflertor
of the Righteous Caufe of his King,
and Country; a great Refpecter of
the Right, Loyal, and Orthodox Clet-
gy, a valiant Commander, and 2 ge-
nerous Friend, and in his Paternal
Care, §
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Care and follicitonfnels for the Edu-
cation of his Children, out-done by
no man.

“Hirs ILady, your Grandmother,
abounded with all he true Accomplifh-
ments of an Exemplary Wife, and an
Affectionate Mother : A perfon fo ex-
traordmary for all thofe Vertues which
are the Ornament of her Sex, thatit
was difficult to parallel her in the Age
{he lived 5 the truch whereof, all thofe
who are yecalive, thatknew her, will
be forward to teftifie ; wholfe vertu-
ous Actions do yet {mell fweet, and
bloflom, and Preach very powerfully,
to all her living Relations, fone
Graces Effential  to the Feminine Sex;
forare, at prefent, that they feem al-
moft to have left the World; for
whofe {ake without doubt 2 multi-
tude of Bleffings have defcended upon
her Pofterity, who ate indebred I am
apt to believe as much as any Family

to
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to the vertues of their Anceftors for
thofe remarkable Providences that
were over them, during the Unnatu-
ral Civil War and Rebellion of En-
gland, they all receiving favours from
Heaven, which rendred them even
objects of Envy, in a time of com-
mon Mifery, and Calamity ; and will
now prove them Monfters of Ingrati-
tude, that fince the Revolution of
Affairs, and general profperity of the
Land, have not made futable Re-
turns to God, in religioufly owning
him in good times, who did merci-
fully own theminbad.

How the elder Branches of the
Family have performed their parts in
this particular, Ifhall normake it my
bufinefs throughly to examine (though
the beft without doubt have been too
deficient; yet I blefs God I know of
none that have freely embraced thofe
Impieties, that pafs for commendable

- Vertues
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Vertues in chis Prophane Generation )
but that the younger  Off-fpring,
whereof you are one, may not make
‘any wretched Requitals to the God
of Heaven, for his unfpeakable good-
nefs towards usall, in defpifing Ver-
tue and embracing Vice, T {hall make
it more my peculiar  Province to ap-
ply my felf to them, by reafonIhave
a more comfortable profpe&t of fic-
cels from fuch my Endeavours; it
being more eafie to train up the Youn-
gerina good way, than to reform
the Elder, who have been long ha-
bituated to 2 bad; and having made
it my bufine(s ever fince I have been
a Prieft, to Catechife the young, ra-
ther than Preach to the old, and ex-
perienced much more fruit to ac.
crue from the firff, than from the
laft.

Axp having (my dear Nephew )

begun with you, and fingled you out
as
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as a particular fubject of my beft
(though I confels in it felf very poor)
Counlel, and Advice, and " {hewn
more concern for you in this refpect
than for any other of my Relations,
(penning down my thoughts at large,
and committing them to the Prefs )
I promife my felf, that you will be
{o good natured as to make a right ule
of them, in confidering what I write
{o ferionfly, as to digeft the Mater, in
order to {uch a practice of the Rules

I lay down 1a thefe Leteers for your

Education, asmay be vifible in 4 gu-
ly Religious, Vertuous, and Chriftian
Life, which will oblige you to feck

1

afrer all opportunities to - attain to |

thofe Accomplifhments, Wwhich are in
tetth and reality meceflaty for 2 Gen-
tleman: fo far is Chriftian Vertue
from being Incompatible with true
Genulity, thattodpeak properly; and
firictly, a Mancannot be a .compleat

)  Gentleman

¢
!
2.
§
E
i
®
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Gentleman who is utterly void there-
of, nor be a well-grown Chriftian
and right vertuous Man, and be void
of Gentility; a Gentlity that may
more truly be {o called, than what doth
~only run in the Bloud.

Besip ks the DireGions that have
been given you in relation to the Sa-
crament,you may difcernl have endea-
~ vouwred to arm you againft fome of
the chief Temptations, whereto young
Scholars are liable. I have not only
recommended  admirable Precepts
from Scripture, but provoked you
with choice Examples of Holinefs,
and Vertue, therein recorded, which
are ofrentimes more prevalent than
the other; and that you might not
want any imaginable difcouragements
from Vice, nor provocations to Ver-
tue, I have made it apparent that you
will very much degenerate, if you are
not a fober man, from many worthy

| I Progeni-
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Progenitors, who have been in their
times very Eminent and Serviceable to
the Publick, both in Church and
State, Camp and Court: and that
you will fin with great aggravation,
if you defpife Religion, having had
both of your Father and Mother’s
Kindred, thofe that have been fuch
Votaries to Devotion, as to think it 2
great honour to take on them ( though
they had no temptation thereunto f%)r
want of an Eftate ) the {acred Funéti-
onof a Prieft, one of whom was no
lefs than Archbithop of Yok, and
Lord Chancellour of England.

Axo I my {elf being of Opinion
that we onght to think it (as it was
of old) rather an addition to Nobi-
lity, than a diminution from it, to be
Defcended from, or Related to, the
Priefthood, am more proud to con-
fider that he was the former than the
latter; as T allo am, that T my felf

| have
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have put on the Caffock, and wear
the Livery of Chrift, than the Coronet
of my Eldeft Brother; giving God
more hearty Thanks that he beftow-
ed on me the grace to dedicate
my {elf to the Church (notwithftand-
ing fundry great Temptations to the
-contrary ) than I do for being lifted
up toaStation therein, and a2 Revenue
far above my deferving, 1 do fib-
fcribe my felf with fome abruptnefs at
prefent, being in hafte, but with all

imaginable reality,
Falentines day _Mjl D. N
1684. : |
Your affestionate Wncle,

14 Lt
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e sm, IX

Expreffing the excellericy of the Vertue of Frugalz’fj,'
with [ome Diredtions relating thereunto.

My D.N.

He Arguments I have already

ufed in late Letters will be
{ufficient, T hope, to prevail with you
to do your utmioft te improve thofe
two precious Talents, your Stack of
Time, and Grace. You are born a
Gentleman, and fo have more of
the firft, than a Perfon of mean Fx-
eraction; ( moft of whofe time is taken
up in learning fome Mechanick T'rade,
merely to get himfelf Bread ;) and
every body has fomewhat of the
lat Talent beflowed upon him
in his Baptlm, and you, I hope,
more than {ome others, having from
| | your
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your Infancy fo demean’d your felf,
as that you may very well pre-
tend to the Title ,_ofy a  gracious
Child.

Bu r there is a third Talent which
every Gentleman receives from God
in fome meafure, that is, a Propor-
tion of Wealth which every Younger
‘Brother, or Son of a Gentleman of
Eftate, and Quality, may be looked |
upon to poflefs, even while he receives
a bare Annuity or Allowance from
his Parents ; that being fufficient to
give him a liberal Education, and fo
diftinguifh him very much from the
Vulgar; fome Advice therefore con-
cerning this Particular, namely, how
you fhould manage your ftock of Mo-
ney ( be itmore, or lefs) fo as notto
become an Unthrift, more than an
Idle and Debauched Man, will be very
requifice,

I3 I be-



118 Counfel and Directions,

I befeech you to confider; that you
are to give anaccount of every Penny
you receive from God, aswellas every
Moment of your Time; and that
the moft Innocent Prodigal who-
ever exceeds his Fortune ( though it be
not in Vice and Leudnels ) is 2 migh-
ty Sinner, as well as the Fornicator,
and Drankatd, or the wretched and
milerable Worldling, ~

I'x you ever would geta good ha-
bit of Frugality (a very commenda-
ble Vertue ) now is your time, to ftu-
dy and practife the means that con-
duce thereunto. Do not fancy that
you are not yet concerned, becaufe
there is but. Jictle Money like to pafs
through your Fingers. He that is not
well able to'manage a lirdle; is not
likely to manage well a grear deal: ot
ever to become a good Oeconomift
of an Eftate, who doth not begin to
learn that good Quality in his Youth.

He
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He that isnot ableto do what is very
eafie, ought not to flatter himfelf
that he can do what is mighty diffi-
cule.

I~ the firft place feck the Salvation
of your Soul ; in the fecond, take care
of the health of your Body; and in
the third, learn to manage an Eftate,
and to get one too if you can; pro-
vided it be by honeft, and Honoura-
ble means; and that you feek thoft
‘Temporal things in {ubordination to
Vertue, and Religion, they being in
themfelves very contemptible in com-
parifon of real goodnefs.

You have no reafony nor any
other body, I am confident, to fancy
that this my Advice concerning Thrife
does proceed from a fordid love of
Money. I have given too great ground,
Ifear, to make the World believe that
Ilean to a contrary extreme : but no
reafon (I ruft ) co any body to {ufpect

' I 4 that
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~ that my expences have been other-

wife finful, than by not being kept
within the compafi of my Eftate
( having not {pent my money in Lend-
nefs or Debauchery)which I Thould not
mention ( having begun, God be
praifed, a better courfe ) but that T
defire you may be thronghly con-
vinced, that the moft innocent Un-
thrift is 2 great Offender, and be fea.
fonably fore-armed agamit all chofe
Temptations which you may meet
withal when you are Mafter of your
own Purfe, againft which time, I will
recommend to your confideration (out
“of fome dear-bought experience ) thefe
following Cautions. e

Firft, Keze an account of your -
Money, though it be néver fo litele 5 ¢
and begin this honef} Method, in point |
of Temporals, with the New year, |
( as I have adviled you in reference to
the other in point of Spirituals ) and
~ s ol take
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take the pains to write down regu-
larly every Penny of your Receits and
Disbur{ments.

- Secondly, B e very confiderate, and
well advifed in your Expences, though
they be never fofmall. Fling away
no money, nor Cark to get any. = Do
not fave when you ought to f{pend,
nor {pend when you ought to fave.
Think not a Penny fuch a Trifle as
to difregard it, nor the greateft Sum
fuch a Treafure as to dote upon i
Heaps are made of many little things, and
the greateft - Heaps are infignificant,
-nay, become a Curle, if God gives
not a heartto make ufe of them.
~ Thirdly, L e r Reafon govern you
in this, and not Humour. Be very
{paring in all fuch expences as depend
only upon your fancy. Your Hu-
mours and Fancies ought to be very
good, when you purchafe them with
money. And though there may be
a
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a litle liberty given to YOung men,
- fometimes to pleafe themfelves with
fpending their Money, according to
their own minds; yer it ought to be
with great difcretion, and the lefs the
beteer, efpecially if it be ar any kind
of Game, there being Innocent and
Pleafing Recreations enough to be
found for young men, that are not
Expenfive ; and which do not lead to
fo many fins, nor feed o finful 2
Temper as all kind of Gaming  for
money_doth, even in Children ; teach-
ing them to Lie, Cheat, and fome-
times to Steal, to be Angry, to Quar-
rel, to be Idle; which laft whoever
15, will never be free from fundr
other Vices; for an Idle Lad doth
even tempt the Devil, and will never
be free from his Company, which
occafioned that faying of * Erafimus,
Preftat otiofum effe, quam uibil agere,
It is berter to pick ftraws than do no-
ing.th ‘ Fourth-
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Fourthly, T axe care how you
borrow Money, without neceflity, or
run on {core. If you have a litde at
your own difpofe, you may {pend it,
provided it be not vicioufly, orin a
way unbecoming a Gentleman, or a
Scholar. I would not have young men
wholly debatred thereof, but think
fit that Parents or Tutors, which have
the management of their Money,
{hould allow them fome in theit Poc-
ket, to try which way their Genius
doth lead them. Young People ufe
to be exceffive fond of things that are
altogether denied them. Nitimur in ve-
titum.  We haveall, more or lefs, in
our Nature an earneft defire of fuch
things as are forbidden us, and this
{hould move Parents fometimes, with
difcrecion, to Indulge their Children,
to pleafe themfelves alittle in Inno-
cent things; as well as prevail with
their Children, wich like Dilcretion
' and
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and Moderation, to ufe their Indul-
gences, taking due care they do not

abufe them. | |
Fifthly, I+ you do ever borrow
money u%ona jult Motive, take heed
that you be exceeding punGual in the
repayment thereof, nay, make great Con-
{cience of fo doing.  For fuch exa&-
nefs is a piece of great Prudence, as
well as Religion. + He that doth not
delight to Borrow, but on juft necef:
fity, and never fails to Pay when it is
in his power foto do, will never want
a kind Friend to lend when he is at a
Pinch. The accuftoming your felf to
this, as well as other vertuous Actions,
will contribute to the begetting a ha-
bit in you, and caufe you to delight in
doing that which others delight in
leaving undon,  And though there be
but very fmall Sums like to be atyour
own difpofe ( for a while) yet toa
young Scholar they maybe elteemed
as
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as great ones; or, at leaft, I would
have ‘you fancy them fo; and make
trial of your parts, and temper, in the
difcreet management of them, as if
they were really great ones, to inure
yaur felf to a right Method of good
Husbandry, |

Sixthly, A~xp above all things,
take heed that you be not apt to f[pend
on hopes of what may poflibly, nay,
probably, never come to pals. This
1s an Egregious Folly, and will prove
very deftructive to all that are {ubje&
thereunto. It is not impoffible but
fome wife men may have been over-
thrown by this Temptation ; but it
was no part of their wifdom fo to be ;
nora pardonable Error in a multitude
of others who have even beggard
themfelves in expectation of an Eftate,
which, when it was fallen, did onl
increafe their Mifery, being not fuﬂ‘i}Z
cient to difcharge thofe Debrs they had

n
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in purfuit thereof extravagantly con-
tracted, and yet obliging them to 2
higher Port and manner of living: It
is a weaknefs to- think ones felf fure
of any thing that is not in his prefent
pofleflion. Were we never {o cettain
of any advantageous condition, pro-
vided God granted uslife, yet no bo-
dy 1s fecure of that, and affured that
he canlive the next Moment.  In the
midft of Life we are in Death: fubje&
thereto not only in our greateft expe-
¢tation, but pofleflion of the moft
profperous condition.  This is a Debt,
we may all affure our felves, that we
thall be fooner or later compelled to
Pay, andthe fooner the better for fuch
true Penitents, as have made their
Accounts both with God and man
even.

Seventhly, Beware of Suretifhip : Be
more forward to lend to your Friend
a hundred pound when you have is

by



Divine and Moral, 127
- by you, and can fpare it, than be
Bound for twenty. Pray againft, and
~endeavour to mortifie, that miftaken
modefty, which makes afhamed to
deny Requefts when unreafonable,
and unfit. I dare not lay down as a
peremptory Rule, that men ought in
no cale to be Bound for any man:
It 1s not impoffible but that it may be
the duty of every man fo to be
therefore it is 2 kind of weaknefs to
tetcer ones Will with Vows and Re.
folutions, never to do that which he
may chance be obliged to do in good
Confcience. But never to do the
fame, unlels there be juft and rea-
{onable Motives to it, I dare 2ffirm to
“be the part of 2 wife man, and 1
good . Chriftian ; and then to engage
tor a Friend ( though it be not alto-
gether without hazard, or fome pre-
fent Inconvenience ) is cereainly a very
commendable Vertue.

Wairg
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WarLe Iam perfuading to Fru-
gality, I am not teaching you to aban-
don Generofity, but fhould rejoyce to
{ee you, and all my Relations, aim at
it, and act it in the higheft degree :
And Generofity even among the Hea-
thens (which fhould not belefs, for
being improved by Chriftianity ) did
oblige Perfons even to lay down their
lives for their Friends ; and then furely
it is not unreafonable for a Friend to
expect they fhould fometimes hazard
part of their Eftate, and undergo fuch
Inconveniences as they can bear
without the ruine of themlelves, and
Family ; and when it is 2 much more
confiderable good to their Friend, than
it is a prejudice to themfelves. Buc:
before you do any fuch A&ts of Gene~
rofity be well advifed, and aflured,
that the Perfon for whom you do itis
your Friend, and worthy of fuch al
kindnefs, either for palt A&s of
Friend -

7|
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 Friendfhip towards you, or for his

own preient Merit.
I {hall conclude thele Direétions and

this Letter with an excellent Compen-
dium . of Advice concerning Thrift,
( which the Duke of Florence {tiled the
Philofophers Stone ) confifting in thefe
three particulars :.

1. Never to putoff thatill to
motrow, which can moft convenienc-

ly be done to day.

2. Nz ver to do that by another,

which can be beft done by your felt.

. Never todelpife fmall Gains,
Wifhing you God’s grace to avoid the
dangerous example of this Age in this
particular, Ireft, |

March 1. MyD.N.
168%. J N

 Your affeftionate Uncle.
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Lerrer X,

Declaring the greainefs of the ﬁn of Prodigaliry, and
the miferses that do attend the bad example of
Fesple of all Conditions , in this Profufe Age, on

that account,

My D. N.
TH e good Rules aft fent to yorr

thorowly confidered, and well
practifed now in your Youth, will
by degrees habituate you to Frugality,
fo as to qualific you well to manage
an Eftate, by that time it fhall pleafe
God to blefs you with ‘one, or fome
good Employment in the World,
( which I hope I may live to fee you
Pofleflor of ) and if you defire to be
a good Proficient in this Vertue, you
muft begin betimes, and the {ooner
the better, before you arrive to any
| confi-
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confiderable meafure of the contrary
Habic, which I find by woful experi-
ence,is very difhculely , if ever reformed.
T ruz Frugality ( Nephew ) is a
vertue very rare in this Age, and to
tell you tg’e plain truth I fcarce know
whereto find it.  We may meet with
many rich men in the World; but it
is notorious that for their Riches they
are beholden to their Coveroufnefs
and that is a fin I would have you
abominate. It is fliled in Scripture
Idolatry, than which there can be no-
thing more odious in the fight of God :
1 had racher have you fomiewhat of
the Unthrift than a wretched Mifer;
But I hope you will ftrive to avoid
both.
T rerztare others who miay chance
to keep money in their Purfes, but they
are fuch who do not flick at any un:
lawful means to get it, nor ac many
difhonourable Courfes to {pendit. I do
K 2 not
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not know well what to term thefe,

they are not properly Covetous, nor

Prodigal, but fomething compounded

of both, and fo worfe finners than
gishery © 248 45

Tuey expfeﬁ much Covetoufnefs

nacquiring, and yet are guilty of as

much Profufenefs in {pending, pro-

vided it be to .gratifie their corrupt
Nature, in fulfilling fome other Lufts,
wiereto they are enflaved, efpecially
_their Pride ; which will prevail with
men to - practife many A&s of

feeming Generofity, fo as to pafs fome-

times for Liberal; as Coveroulhels
doth often engage men to practife as
many Alts of Jeeming Temperance and
Thrift, fo as to appear Sober.'and
Frugal.

I 1 is lamentable to confider how
the Generality of Mankind do reel
into one or other of thofe two ex-
tremes, Covetoulnels, or Prodigality.

Thole

S
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Thofe that do not out-run their For
tunes, do live, and a&t fordidly, for
getting that Money, where God give®
no heart to ufe it, is a Curfe, and not
a Bleffling. And thofe that are not
liable to this Cenfure do f{o unac
countably fq_uander away their Eftate’
in Vanity and Vice, as it Wealth wa$
beftowed upon them purpolely to be
made ufe of as an Inftrument of God'’s
Difhonour, and their own Damna-
tion. ' '
Tue wretched Mifer may be
eflteemed the worfe f{inner, becaufe he
doth not only fling away his Bowels
of Compaffion towards another, but
is {ometimes Cruel to himfelf; but the
Profufe Spender being the more Com-
mon Sinner, in this Loofe, and Lewd
Age, I thall againft him more particu-
larly level my Difcourfe. "
1¥ we takea view of the Nobility,

and Gentry, we fhall find innumerable
K 2 Exam-
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Examples of great Families come to
nought by miftaking this fin for a
commendable Vertue, not only pra-
¢tifing it themfelves, but Propagating
it to their Pofterity: Moft of the an-
cient Palaces of London belonging to
the Nobility, being converted into
Streets, and a mulditude of fumptuous
Houles in the Country belonging to
the chief Gentrytogether with confide-
rable Eftates, fallen into the hands of
Mechanicks, is a kind of Demonftra-
tion of the extravagant expences of the
People of better Quality in the Nati-
on. It is very ulual to behold the
Off-{pring of a London Vintner living
with Grandeur in the Country, in the
~ delightfom  Seat of fome ancient
Knight, or Eal; whilft many a No-
bleman is neceffitated to fly to the
. City, and fhrink into lower Circum-
ftances than fome of the meaner Ci-
tizcg;& £t ' |

§ecoqdly3
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Secondly, I ¢ we do enquire into
the Prodigious Vinity of Men of Trade,
never heard of in former times, nor
to be dilcovered probably at prefent
in any other great City, but thatof
London, ( though moft Cities of Fu-
rope in this Licentious and Luxurious
Age begin to be infected with this
vice ) we thall eafily difcover thart it
hath not been want of Trafick, but
unpardonable Pride ; that has occafi-
oned fo many Bankrupts in the City,
and thofe other miferies which they
have been apr to complain of, and
Father upon the King, and the Ex-
cefles of the Court; which (in {uch
Places of the higheft Temptation )
have here among us inall Ages, and
no doubt in all Countrys, been fcan-
daloufly great; but not fo great ( to
be juft) ar all times, and in all refpects,
as to exceed thofe of the City.

K 4 [ am
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- Lam very confident that if we went
into part of London, Suburbs - ot City, -
and took number for number as they
lay Houfe by Houfe, we fhould not
difcover, of both Sexes, {o many Ci-
vil, Sober, Pious, and Deveut Per-
fons, as we may find within the Walls
of Whitehall, whofe Prayers, proba-
bly bave contributed to the keeping
off as many Judgments from the City ;
as the crying {ins and vices of the
City have drawn down upon the
Court, b S |

Tne fins of great Perfonages do
always make great Noife in the World,
and 1t i true are more hainousin the
fight of God, becaufe the greatelt men
have the greatelt Obligation to be
good ;. and coni%quently the evil Fx-
ample of a Court and Courtiers ( who
zre more than others expofed to pub-
lick view ) may above any other thing
contribute to the corrupting and de-

bauchin g
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bauching of a Nation, bringing Vice
into Vogue, and Reputation.

- Bur if wedid withal confider how
much greater their Temptations are
than other mens, ( and the greatnefs
~of the Temptation does always. ex- .
tenuate, though never wholly excufe
~aSin) we would fometimes mix,
with our bitter Cenfures and Re-
proaches, our Chriftian Pity, and
Compaffion ; and betake our felves to
Devotions rather than Libels, as an
effe¢tual Method to reform a Court :
devoutly Praying for all our Superi-
ours ( which the Primitive Chriftians
did never ceale to do,though they were
Heathens and cruel Tyrants) rather
than with curled Cham to expofe their
nakednefls, and like bufie and impure
Flies delight in the fore, rather than
the found parts of the Body.
Thirdly, Tur Epidemicalnef§ of

this Vice doth notorioufly appear even

o
4mon o
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among Servants. They alfo do uni-
verlally live above their Condition,
It is no difficult thing to find out f{un-
dry Valets de Chambre, who have more
Change of Apparel than their Ma-
fters ; and many Maid-Servants than
their Miftrefles: ~ Their Wages being
not fufficient to maintain half the Vas:
nity, and Pride of their Cloths, though
they are treble 2s much as they wete in
former Ages ; the meaneft Drudge
fometimes, now-a-days, being not
contented with what was f{ufficient
heretofore, for two or three of the
better Servants. Thereisin fome great
Families as much vying betwixt thofe
below flairs, and the others above,
[ who fhall be fineft, ] as there is be-
twixt the Dames of the City, and the
Ladies of the Court ; and both, I am
fure, are very often much more gor-
geotfly and richly attired than the

(ueen,
THESE
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T nes e deplorable Excefles among
the generality of People of all Qua-
lities and Conditions, as well as the
Laudable Vertues of your Anceftors,
I have, in a very particular manner,
brought to your confideration, that
you may abhor the one, and lovethe
other ; and very early apply your felf
to the diligent, and vigorous, purfiric
and profecution of Goodnefs, now in
thole tender years which are moft ca-
pable of vertuous Impreffions ; and
that you may not unhappily skip over
Frugality as an inconfiderable Virtue,
the want whereof doth thruft marny
People very often into unhappy Cir-
camftances of Penury,and Want ; who,
by its feafonable exercife, might have
been put into a plentiful condition ; and
have had great opportunities of exerci-
{ing many vertues & doing much good
in the World ; which a man ( though
honeft, and well meaning, ) plunged

' over
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over head and ‘ears into Debr, is de-
prived of, throughout his whole life,
m a very great meafure, if not
wholly. ke
A's every man may, if he pleafe,
%fvertuous; fo moft men may, if
they will; be rich. There are very
few men buc have an opportunity fo
- to be, once, if not oftner, in their
lives; and if they had been fo happy
asto have been trained up in Frugalicy,
they would gladly embrace fiich -occa-
fions.  Wealth to a good man, of a
Publick Spirit, a large Heart, and mor-
tified Defires, is a great Blefling; fuch
as wichout it 2 man cannot be com-
pleatly happy in this World ; by rea-
fon, thata Perfon who wants it can-
‘not exercife thofe vertues, which are
the Fruits of a great and Charitable
mind.
‘A manof Vertue may indeed with-
out Riches, nay, in Ferters, and a
Dungeon,
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Dungeon, be happier than the richeft
miferable Worldling in his greateft
~ Profperity ; butnot {o happy as 2 man
lifted uptoa high and profperous con-
dition of Wealth and Honour, pro-
vided he holds faft his Integrity, and
Vertue, and poflefles a willing mind
to.do good, and to employ all he en-
joys to God’s Honour and the benefit
of the World. -

As T have already with fome Zeal
exhorted you to be exceeding wary
left you are laughed out of the practice
of Chriftian Vertue; oI do with no
{mall earneftnefs befeech you to take
much more than ordinary. care left you
are Jeered out of this confiderable
Piece of Morality. Though Fruga-
lity is not reckoned among the four
Cardinal Vertues, yec remember and

confider thatit is 2 main Branch of one
of them.

Pru-



143 Counfel and Direions,

Prupence is always very defi-
ficient when it does not extend it felf
to the care of money, as well as other
‘matters.  And till aman takes all rea-
fonable and due care ( as far as is con-
fiftent with the love of God) of what
Providence beftows on him of that
kind, he will not deferve the Title of
a prudent Perfon, as to Seculars: and
he thatis not prudent in Secular, as
well as Spiricual things, is fomewhat
defective, (it cannor be denied ) in
_ true Religion, for the Law of Chrifk
does command us to be careful of ones
- Eftate and Family : He thatis not fo,
fays St. Paul, 15 worfe than an Infidel;
t Tim. 5. 8.

B not enflaved to the opinion of
thofe who underftand not Vertue ;
The Vulgar (among whom we ought
to reckon every one that is Vicious )
can no more judge of Vertue, thana
Blind man of Colours, or 2 Deaf

ma
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manof Sounds. Think it not 2 piece
of Felicity to be a fine Gentleman in
the Eftimation of Cooks, and Vint-
ners, nor idly fling away your money
to purchafe the good word of 2
Drawer, or Tapfter; no more than
I would advife you to fuffer your
felf to be grofly ‘cheated for fear of
their bad one. | .

You were fo happy as to travel
fome thoufand of Miles in your
Childhood, and to live in your Fa-
thers Houfe, who was a Publick Mi-
nifter abroad, fome years |
*among a very wife Peo-
ple. very famous for Providence in
worldly matters. And though I cannot
expect that a Youth of twelve or thir-
teen years old,could bring home much
knowledge, and experience; yet I
hope, by a kind of Saluriferous Con.
tagion, you have contra@ed more of
hat and other of their Vertues, (though

none

* At Penice.
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none of their Vices) than you have
retained of their Language. At leaft
it may be expected that you who have
paffed through France and Italy, in an
Age that is mot altogether void of ob-
ferving (for it is ftoried of Grotins and
fome others, that they were confide-
rable Scholars at twelve years old)
fhould be better Fortified againft
Temptations to Profufenefs than many
young men of a rawer Home Education,
who think it Vertue to throw away Mo-
ney, and an unpardonable fin to que-
ftion a Reckoning. |

I do pleafe my felf in imagining,
that you will in this, and other good
Qualities, be much above thofe who
have had no other Educdtion than that
of a Petty School in their own Coun-
try: Nay, that you will not ceafe to
labour, out of an honeft Emulation,
to out-{trip the Ripeft Lads that never |
faw more than Eaton Winche(ter ot Weft=:
minfter. To
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TO thiS end and Purp()f‘e Can to

remembrance, as wel] as you are able,
the chief things which you {aw abroad,
(it is not impoffible” but a5 young a
manas your {elf may remember fome-
thing worthy of Imitation ) and for
the refrething of your Memory, and
the improving of your Underftand-
Ing, read, as {oon as you have oppor-
tunity, {ome of the Cuffoms of thofe
Countrys through which you pafled,
- and more elpecially that wherein you
did longeft live. Tmitate vwha is good
whereloever you find it,though among
Turks, and Pagans; and abonrifiare
what is evil in your own Country-
men, or nearelt Relations.

Y ou will find many vertues abroad
that you cannot cafily meet wich 4
home ; and fome viges a¢ home, wich
certain Aggravations, that  are feldom
heard of abroad ; among which give

L ' me
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me leave to reckon one extravagance

in the Univerfity, which I think is
without Precedent or Parallel.

- Imean the {candalous abufe of the
the Office of the Terre filius: very
good poffibly in its firft Defignation,
but now become, as it is ordinarily
Pperformed, odious and abominable,
and without all difpute very milchie-
vous to the Youth ot the Univerfity in
its confequences; who are thereby
very often corrupted, I fear, in their
 furft Conceptions of Viee and Vertue ;
and infnared, betore they ean well
JudBe, into a belief that  Scurrility,
Prophanene(s, Obfcenity, Inpudence, Ly-
ing, and Contempt of Authority, are lau-
dable Qualities, or, if fins, fuch as
ar¢ very Venial. | But the nature of
this. Irregularity requiring’ me to in-
large thereon, 1 thall referve it as
she {ubjeG of .another Letter, and

in
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~ in the mean time continue my Prayers

for you that you may be preferved

from this and ' all other Infection;

afluring you' thac I am,

Eafter Tuc(day ]M)‘; @ N:

1685. - e |

Yotir affeétionite Uncles

T iy

ijijlaﬁng she Extravagance of the Terrs Flhr,dc
My D.N,

Muft now ac-cording' to my Pro-

mife in my laft gIve you a view

of the Exorbitancies of the Terve-

filius,ro Candion you very early againft

this deplorable abufe, which hath in

a mannet Inroxicated for fome years

S0 ?aﬂ:ﬁ’
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paft the Youth of the Univerfity ; left

you may be drawn away by your
young Companions into an admira-
tion of that which is detefted by the
wife and worthy Governours of Ox-
ford, and all judicious and right ver-
tuous perfons, as much as it is doated
on by fuch as are of Irreligions, Loofe,
or Carele/s {pirits.

T wr1s notorious violence ( where-
of I am to fpeak) not only to Reli-
gion, bue all kind of good Manners,
I had Indignation againft, and did, I
blefs God, bewail, before I had the
horour to take any Degree in the
Univerfity, though thofe kind of
Brutes were much more tame, and mo-
deft, in thofe days, than they are at
pretent, to the high encreafe ‘of their
own fhame, and fin of thofe who
do encourage” them againft the efta-
blithed Government, and Governours
of the ‘Place, who have oftentimes

{thewn
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{hewn Zeal ag{énﬁ, and declared their

deteftation of ‘this Enormity. ,

I look upon it as an In.f};lliblc De-
monftration, thattrue Wit, as well as
Vertue among the younger Genera-
tion begins to fall into its Declinarion,
fince Impudence fometimes doth thus
pafs for Ingenuity, and Scholars begin
to be ac fuch a great lofs for Jelts,
that they are forced to rake Hell for
them,

Such kind of Ribaldry, as I have
heard upon fuch occafions, and ¢ s
vented, as I have been told, ‘the laft
Ac¢t and Commencement, in both
Univerfities, muft needs be of the De-
vils Infpiring, who furely has fome
Secretaries in that Club who induftri-
oufly lay their heads together to invent
Lies, and Reproaches.  And it is no

~great wonder, that fome have arrived

to {fuch a pitch of Irreligion and
Atheifm in this Age, as 1o write
B 3 Satyrs
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Satyrs upon Vertue, when there is
fomething like it (in defiance of Au-
thority ) annually adted in the Uni-
verfity; and at fuch a Publick ‘time and
Concourfe of People [ even Foreinets
of moft Civilized Nations of Europe T
that the two Antient Univerfities of
Oxford, and Cambridge, famous all the
World over in other matters, in this
become their Derifion. 17 o
- T o, the guth of this, I my {el
can bear Teftimony, having heard,
to my great trouble, Foreiners abroad,
for the fakeof the Torre-filius, make
as {evere Reflexions on” the Govern-
ment of Oxford, ‘as he on the Go-
vernours, laying very. greac fin at the
Terva-filins’s charge,” bue greater guilt
at their Doors, who do not impole
greater Punifhment thereon than Ex-
pelling fromt  the Univerfity, after
having found by Experience that that
will not reform it; they' thinking
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no feverity to condemn {o publick and
unpardonable a Buffoon, to be for
ever after uncapable of fo facred a
Fanction as -the Miniftry, unlefs his
Repentance be as publick as his Sin :
and I muft declare my {(elf of the {ame
opinion ; ‘that {uch a Cenfure would
not be too rigorous for thofe that
glory in Expulfion, and will' not
take warhing from the fevericies that
are, from time to time, very worthi-
ly by the Vice-Chancellour and Do-,
ctors inflicted upon Qffendors. T

Surely, if ever f{uch ill Logick as
arguing from the Abufe to the Abo-
lithment be allowable; ic will be in
the Employment of the Terre-filins;
who takes a Prepofterous Method to
be qualified for an Embaffadour of
Chrilt, by expofing himElf, before
People of fundry Nacions, for the
Univerfity Jefter, out of a VEry: vain
foolith, hope,’ among {tch as-.are
| | L 4 Boyith,
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Boyifh, Wanton, and Injudicious, to
et the Reputation of Wir: which if
he does, let him remember that fuch
a Wit [ void of all Wifdom, Religi-
on, and good Morality 7 is but 4 Wi
in feft, which an Ingenious Author
did very truly, and wittily [ long fince
in his Characers | ftile 4 fool in
earneft. ,

Were this Exorbitancy only a fruit
of an Excercife performed by young
men before they had been thouglit
worthy to be admitted either to 2 De-
gree, or the holy Sacrament: thatis,
before they were Imbued with any
right Principles of found Learning
and true Religion, it were lefs to be
wondred at (' though in them it would
not be tolerable) but for Mafters of
Art, Scholars that have {pent at leaft
feven years in a Univerfity, pafled
through a Cour{t of Philofophy, and
have ftudied fome divinity; [ or have

had
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had {ufficient opportunities {o to do |
that they thould be ambitious of the
Employment of a Merry Andrew, is
Matter of greateft aftonifhment to all
Perfons of f{ober fenfe ; and doth {uffi-
ciently Proclaim, that in their {earch
after  Philofophy they forgot their
Ethicks, and in their reading of Divi-
nity, never well confidered the Chrifti-
an Religion, which reckons fuch
toolith Talking and fefting among the
grofleft  Immoralities and Impic--
ties.

I am not for the Banifhing from
the World all kind of Satyr: This
Age does furely, as much as ever any
did, want it,"and the Governours of
the Univerfities without difpute would
be contented totake their {hare of the
Lafh, if the Perfon defigned to whip
Vice in others, did not in himfelf re.
nounce Vertue; and inftead of Re.
forming the Old, Corrupt the Young ;

inftead
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inftead of Declaming againft Vice,
Exclame againft Goodnefs ( the Office
‘both of Lerre-filins and Prevaricator
Magifter Replicans, and Junior of the
Act too are fometimes now adays in
reality no better) and inftead of fa-
cetioultly, and modeftly reproving Per-
{ons, inexcufably guilty, by clofe and
witty Infinuations ; boldly and open.-
ly Reproach, Villifie, Name, and Point
at, their Superiours; (and fometimes
the Worthieﬁ of the Land ) and falfly
accufe them to their very faces, in the
prefence of Perfons of  all Nations,
Degrees, and Qualities; and all chis
in {o bald and Ruftick a manner, as
is Intelligible .to every Idle. Wench,
and Country Bumkin : to their own
own horrible guilt in deteiring {ober
Gentry, and others, to. fend their
Children to_the Univerfity, who, .in-
deed, would have great reafon to keep
them away ( Knowledg being too

- dearly
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dearly bought when it is purchafed by

the lofs of Vertue) if the Governours
were (as God be praifed they never
were ) fuch as they are malicioufly re-
prefented; and did not oppole ( as to
their honour they have ever done ) this
Intolerable Corruption. |

«  Lcannot imagine otherwife. but that
youl, a fober young man advanced in
Years (and fo much the better) as
well as Parts, and Experience, above
many young Scholars who are fentup
very Raw to the Univerfity at the
Age of thirteen ot fourteen ( too young
unlefs in fome extraordinary cafes ) de
your {elf difcern this Corruption againft
which I now inveigh to be very
blameable in it felf, and Pernicious
in its Confequences; and in good
cruth beneath the gravity of a round
Cap to mile at; and that you will
accordingly take care that the Repu-
tation of fuch naufeous Performances

[ the
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[ the very Excrement of the A&t ] may
have not any kind receptionin your
breaft to the prejudice of Vertue.

[ defire you fhould be a lover of
all Difcourfes and Perfons that truly
deferve the name of Witty, Pleafant,
and Facetious. I am not, I thank
God, by Nature, neither would I have
you to be fowre and morofe. Inno-
cent mirth does become none {o well
as vertuous Souls, and indeed none
buta real good' man can be inwardly
Gay, and Chearful : There can be no
continual Feaft where there is nota good
Confcience.

T n e thing Imainly drive at, is this,
that young men may not be eafily im-
pofed on, and receive adulterate, in-
ftead of true, Coin, and {wallow
down the filthy dregs of a vain, fro-
thy, and wvicious Pate, for the very
Quintelcence of right laudable Wi,
and  Ingeauity; Buc be throughly
‘ convin-
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convinced, that fuch pretended Wits
as cannot, in fo large a field as is
allowed them, find out Innocent Jefts
fufhcient to divert the Auditory,and to
accomplifh the end of their Office, are
deplorably dull. |

AL things are big with Jeft ( fays
our excellent Divine Herbert in his
Poem ftiled the Church Porch, very
well deferving not only to be read,
but committed to memory, by young
Gentlemen ) and a truly Witey and
Ingenious man that has the knack of
it, ( as {fome have had hererofore, God
be praifed, in both Univerfities) will
eafily dilcover them, without giving
any wound to Divinity or Morality.
Whofoever commit fuch defperate
Folly, inconfiftent with all kind of
good Nature, and Humanity, are
Wits fallly fo ftiled, as I dare pro-
nounce all {uch to be, who for want
of Wit tirn Buffoons and  Atheifls.
v And



158 Counfel and Directions,
And he that has not fo' much Com-
mon Grace, and Prudence, as to ab-
ftain from the firlt, whilft he is under
Reftrainc in a well governed Univer-
fity, (nay,Ithink I may fay, che beft
Governed as well as the moft famous one
n Eyrope ) will {carce have {o much
Religion as to defend himfelf againit
the latter, when he comes abroad into
a profane World, TinGured with all
kind of Impiety. |
I hope none will fancy whatI write
proceeds from any particular Provo-
catton. Inever was, neither am I ever
like to be, a Head of a College, or
Governour in 2 Univerfity, which are
the Marks whereat they chiefly {hoot
their Bolts; fo that none of their Ar-
rows ever were, or areever like tobe,
- levelled at me; which if they had
been, and hit me too, Ifhould never |
have thought it to my difhonour.

My
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My Zeal is, left there be wrong

mealures taken by the young Gentle
men of the Univerfity (among whom
I have had for twenty years paft a
great many Relations, have divers at
prelent, and am like to have more for
the future ) who are too apt to think
it 2 fine thing to be paff all {hame, to
vent and utter Lies, and to expofe
ones felf, at one of the moft Publick
Aflemblies of the Nation, for a Con-
temner of God and Gooduefs, and all
the Rules of Decorum that are Ef
fential to any Civilized Govern.
ment.

Herzein, Iam fure, Ido not go
beyond my Laft, I fhould think my
elf, not only unworthy the name of
a Divine, but, of a Chriftian, if [
thould appear not at all concerned for
fo many of my young Kindred, as
God has bleft me with, and are year-
by SpeGators at the Egregious Foll-};

of



160 Counfel and Direftions,
of the Terre-filius, the (hame of the Uni-

verfity ; grown to that exceflive height,
that a fober man may with lefs fin,
and more to edification, fee a Jack
Pudding act in Bartholomew Fair, than
be prefent at {o leud and f{candalous an
Exercife as this, whereof I{peak, doth
often prove.

For me, to prefcribe a2 Remedy,
for {fo mighty an Evil, which feems
too Potent for the Vice-Chancellour,
and all the Doctors of Oxford and
Cambridge, ( who, though they do from
ume to time grievoully complain of
this Abufe, have not yet found out
a means {ufhicient to redrefsit) would
be a high piece of Prefumption. But |
it will not be an error of that fort, in
thefe my Inftructions,(wherein I would -
have all my young Kindred think
themfelves {o far.concerned,as to make
ufe of themin their refpective Circum-
ftances ) to declare freely to you my

Nephew
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Nephew ( for whom I have much
tender love ) whacl humbly conceive
to be a fure Method of Education of
young Scholars; and fuch as will take
oft all manner of Guft from fiach Pub-
lick Exercifes, or Private Difcourfes, as
rellith of Irreligion, or hure good Man-
ners ; to both which our Modein
Terre-filinss  and Prevaricators, &c.
Proclaim themfelves profefled Ene-

mies. _ .
T mzRulés I have penned down in
thele Papers ( whereon I invoke God’s
bleﬂing) are of this Nature, and di-
rected to fuch an honeft end. The
obfervation of them will fecure you
~and all others whom God gives the
‘grace dﬂigently to practife them )
againft the poyfon belche oyt by the
Lerre-filims ({o much che more déadly
when vented in a Venerable Auditory
of Grave and Judicious Perfons, whofe
Formalities are not only abufed, buc:
. M - n
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in 2 manner Prophaned while they

countenance and give credit to fuch

Difcourfes as are pernicious to Vertue )
and prove an admirable Prefervative
alfo againft the Contagion of fuch
Prophane Company as make it
therr bufinefs to Jeer, or Droll at Re-
ligion.

[ the ferious reading of, snid i
tenfe meditation on, thofe holy Scri-
ptures, and pious Books which I
have chofen for your dally Compa~
nions 1n your Study ( mentioned in
my firft Letter of advice) havethe de-
fig ned and wilhed for effect upon your
Soul,and Confcience, asto incline you

your heart to love Vertue, and be-
W&i the Vanities, and Vices of Youth,
and fincerely to e*noiace Rehmon
according to the duty of every goml
Cuuﬂcmn, foasto ftrive agamf’c your
Pallions, and evil Inclinations, tll
Vol havr‘ got the Maitery over all
| ' Y olith-
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Youithfil Lufts, or atleaft are not en-

flaved to anyone of them: You will

be too ftrong to be ovetthrown by

the wind of thofe Temptations that

prevail over the Generality of young

Scholars, who were never {o happy

as to Recerve, with due Preparation

.and fincerity of Soul, Confirmation and
the Foly Sacrament ; To the want of

theright performance whereof, in due

feafon, ('that iseicher before, or foon

after Admiffion into Colleges ) I muft
‘actribute the chief part of the Extra-
vagance of thofe Students who are

drawn away and debauched in the

Univerfity; as to the firft il example

of fome very bad men there may be

attributed, 2 great many, and ( which

prove often ) very incurable Irregu-

larities, vifiblein Gentry, and Clergy,

. : o)>
when th-ey come abroad into the

M 2 Traus
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‘T'rus you will, as you grow in
Vertue, and Chriftian knowledge,
more clearly dilcover the lamentagle
Folly of unbridled Youths and head-
{trong young men; to which Age we
may apply, more pertinencly than to
any other, that of Job, Vainman would
be wife though he be like a wild Affe’s
(lp ot
‘L uus alfo yon will find, by the
conftant and fincere ufe of fuch means
of Vertue, as you now enjoy and are
earneftly preft to, that God will blefs
you infenfibly with fpiritual ftrength
to defpile thefe vain Courles and
Converfations, which ill nuretared
Lads do doaton, and admire, ( which
are not the lefs Boyifh when practifed
and Parronized, as they too often
are, by {quare Caps, as well asround) |
and 1t God grant you the courage
( which he will not deny if you do
with humble importunity ask it) to

" purfue -
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purfue with Devotion, and Afliduity,
the Prefcribed Method of Piety
( whereon it was your duty to refolve
when you came to renew your Bap-
tifmal Vow in the holy Sacrament, )
and fuccefsfully get through the Tem-
ptations of your firft Year ; you will
ina great meafure havé overcome the
the chief difficulties and dangers of
your lite ; and approve your felf more
a man at nineteen, than many ( you
may meet withal ) at feven and twen-
ty; who fmell very {trongly of a
Country School when they have been
nine or ten years in a College, having
not attained to that degree of Vertne
and Sobriety, ( nor ( poflibly ) Philo-
fophy neither, ) which may be realona-
bly expected from a young man foon
after his arrival,
 Youwill likewife hereby learn to
loath not only the company of openly
vicious and leud oppofers of Verue,

M 3 = bog
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but the ordinary infipid Converfation
of thofe, who never feafon their Dif-
cotrfe with any Sale; who talk very
much, but to litde purpofe; which
Impertinent and dnfignificant Inter-
coutc is never fo unfeafonable, and
infuitable, asina College; a placein
a particular manner dedicated to De-
votion, Vertue, and Learning, where
all chings, even Divertifements, {hould
befo ordered, as to befome Way, or
other, to Edification.

T ur praétice of Verwe will chus
{oon become to you very eafie, and
delichtfom: The ways of wifdyn are
ways of Pleafantnefs, and all her Paths
ave Peace: wherein we fhall find no
difﬁcuhy but what proceeds from vi-
cios Habits, and contrary Cuftoms ;
which the f{ooner we do oppole, the
fooner we fhall overcome; and every
one of us muft {ooner or later van-
quith all evil Habirs, {0 as to be free
e | from
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from the Dominion of every known
wilful fin; or we (hall mifs of a con-
M{iderable degree of true happinefs in
this World as well as certain glory in
the next. }_
- Twuus ( My Dear Nephew ) you
may, by God's blefling, if you are
not wanting to your felf, proceed
from one degree of Vertueto another,
and froma lower to a higher Method
of Education and Improvemenr, till
you become a real good Chriftian,
and a fine Gentleman, a Perfon of In-
tegrity, and a well bred man; not in
the eyes of the Vulgar, (I would not
have you feek for Praile from fuch as
underftand not Vertne,) but in the
eftimation of the beft, and wifet men,
whofe Opinion ( though their num-
ber may be very few in this Profligate
Age which feems to carry wich it the
very dregs of Chriftianicy ) is more
to be valued, than the whole Rabble
M 4 Ok
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of a Nation, who are very bad Judges
of the Qualifications of 2 man of
Merit; and do {eldom cry up thofe
_ Qualities and Vertues that beft deferve
a univerfal Fame. ~ ik
Being once well fraught with Ver-
tue, and furnithed with 2 good mea-
{ure of Reafon (and you are likeTSf
the more to encreafe in one as you
grow in the other ) you will be quali-
fied fora freer Converfe among men ;
and not lie under fo great a neceflicy,

as at prelent, {oinduftrioufly to avoid
i

all thofe Tcmptatiohs o’fCompany;

mentioned which are now very dan- |

gerous; being then Capacitated to
draw Vertue, like the Bee, from the
very fame fubje@t-matter; from which
ndifcreet and ill-difpofed Perfons, like
he Spider, do fuck Poyfon; and when
you are indeed arrived to fuch a pitch

T
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begin really to deferve the' name
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vertue, and knowledge, you will
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of a Philofopher,and Chriftian (which

mere Letters will never make you,)
and go on comfortably through all
the difficulties of your Study, and re-
maining Temptations of your Life,
either in relation to your general or
particular Calling. Concerning which
1 fhall {ay fomewhat in my next Let-
ters.  For the prefent I {hall add no

more but that I am,

St. Marks day D. N
¥ EiE68 40 MD N

Your affectionate Uncle.

et
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Exytae: . Xl

. I)ireé?z'ﬂg the Choice of a particulay Calling.

My D. N.

¥ Oring that you have well

8 ] confidered and digefted in fome
meafure, the {ubjedts recommended
to you 1 my former Letters ( which

are I humbly conceive all of very

greatmoment. ) I am encouraged to
proceed in my propofed Method of
advice ( by way of Letter fince I have
not yet an opportunity to talk wich
you) for your good eftablifhment
now at your hirft fetting out in the
World.

Wuart Profeflion or ftate of life
you are moft inclined to, or beft
Calculated for, I am yet ignorant;

i neither

1‘
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neither is it very neceflary to my pre-
fent Defign ftri¢tly to enquire after.
Whatfoever Courfe you fteer you are
not like to fucceed the worle forthe
Practice of Virtue and Devotion, but
have rather ground to fear, that with-
out the blefling of Heaven, which no
perfon can promife himfelf who re-
jects Religion, you are not like to
profper in any undertaking.

- Waerner you Eye Diwinity,
Guil Law, or Phyfick, or the Common
Law ; the Life of a Soldier, or that of
a Courtier. It is neceflary for you in
the firft place to become a good Chui-
ftian : and in thofe Profeflions where-
in men vulgarly think true Chrifti-
anity lefs neceflary, there we fhall
find, it wemake aright judgment of
things, that it is moft indipenfibly
required; As for Example, To in-
ftanice in the two laft, the Souldier and
the Courtier,

MEex
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Men are apt to fancy, that Religi-
on is an unfutable Concomitant o
either: of thefe Profeflions, whereas if
we throughly confider the dangers of
a War, and temptationsof a Court,
we fhall dilcern fmall reafon toven-
ture our felves in either, without
a good Conlfcience, and a mortified
Soul.

A Souldier thould ever live in 2
conftant preparation for death, which
he cannot do_ without the practice of
Religion ; his Life is in continual, and
greater hazard than other men’s, and
therefore has more reafon than they
to take care of his Soul. It is no part
of Valour, to contemn God, nor
Cowardize, to fear Damnation. A
Commander cannot be truly Valiant
without Verte. That which ap-
pears moft {o in Vicious men, is but
the Rage of 2 wild Beaft [ a Lion
or a ‘figer | rather than Fortitude. |

And
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And he that fhould be moft crowned
with Victory and Succefs, and arrive
to a Pitch of Fame, and Glory, even
to that of Alexandery without Vertue,
Faith, and Compaffin, would not pafs,
among the wifeft, {o much for a greac
man, as a cruel Butcher.

A Courtier, though not in fo con-
ftant danger, as to his Body, is in more
in reference to his Soul. No courfe of
lite is more expofed to continual
Temptation; and therefore fuch a
meafure of Vertue as might fuffice
another man, will not be f{ufficient
for him who livesin a2 Court. He is
always encompafled with fnares, and
not an hour free from fome dangerous
alluremenc to Vice, or Vanity. A
Courtier,  therefore, without many
good habits of Vertue, is like a Sol-
dier, without his Armour, when in
peril every moment to be attacke by
the Enemy. If he efcapes 2 mortal

wound,
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wound, he cannot poffibly avoid
the being often repulfed, and very
fadly treated by his fpiritual Ene-
ITIES.

Neithet do all the Obligations
which a Courtiet has to true Piety
conflt in his fpiritual danger. He
has {undry and powerful Motives to
be exemplarily good,from his publick
Station ; Hebeing fet, as it were, on
a Hill, and expoled to fuch publick
view, that his example muft necefla-
rily do either mighty Service, or Dif-
fervice, to Vertue. And however the
Eyesof fome men do, in this purblind
Age, overlook the {candals of a Court,
(as much as {ome others unjuftly
magnifie them ) thinking Vice more
difpenfible, than elfewhere, near the
Perfons of Sacred Princes: yet it is in
good truth; no where fo odious and
abominable. And ic is, of all fpe-
ctacles, the moft lamentable, to

: difcern,
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difcern, atthe Elbow of a Chriftian
King, fuch a2 Moniter as an Atheift ;
which does juftly deferve to be ba-
nithed from all Courts in Chriften-
dom ; and will fo be, whenfoever the
hearts of men are zealoufly bent to
profecute the true Intereft of Virtue, ox
Civil Government. |

Burt heartily praying that I ma
live to fee fo }ngﬁgzi gan alterationy;
rather than enlarge on this Topick,
( whichI did once before touch on)
I {hall proceed in my Reflections on
the neceflity of Vertue for the righe
difcharge of any Profeffion, or ftate
of Life; which, without Religion,
cannot be truly fliled a Chriftian
Calling. -

Now granting that Religion ought
not to be difpenced withal, in men of
the Sword, Ineed not fpend any Ink
to convince your that it is much more

Effential in thofe of the Gown and
S il : i the
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the Long Robe, namely, in the four
other Profeffions which I juft now
mentioned : One whereof I confefs I
would much rather fee you, than the
- moft Eligible of the two other, though
I am fure neicher you,nor I, haveany
caufe to bean Enemy to either of thofe;
but many fpecial reafonsto be well-
~willers to both. |
I fhall not ufe any particular Argu-
ments to perfuade you to any one of
the fix ftates of life laid before you,
provided you chufe one of them, and.
qualifie your felf, as T have advifed,
before you undertake it, T {hall reft
very well contented. ' |
A1 1 Gendemen muft not be Di-
vines, more than Lawyers, and Phy-
ficians, nor all' Tawyers and Phyfici-
ans, mote than Soldiers, and Cour-§
tiers.  The Body Politick as well as]
Ecclefiaftick, is made up of diverss

members; and no one can be cut off}
with-¥
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withou: maiming of " the Body. By
the like Proportion, as the members
of a Nawral Body (perule and con-
fider well the twelfth Chaprer of the
firfk Epiftle to the Corinthians ) tend all
to the mumal decency, fervice, and
fuccour of the fame body; fo we
thould do one for another, to make
up the myftical Body of Chrift.

‘Son ke ought to be Praying daily
in the Church; fome Difputing in the
Schools ; fome Pleading in the Courts
of Judicature; fome, when theee is
juft caufe of War, fighting in the Field ;,
and others henouring” their  Prince
( whereby they do ferve their Goun-
try ) by a near attendance upon his
Perfon.  Nay, we muft not forge,
that the meanelt Mechanick, though
they ought not to be foughe  for in
Publick Counfel, nor fic high in the-
Congregation : be placed onthe Judges
Sear, nor underftand the Sentence of

N ]udg»
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Judgment: yetthey do ( asthe Wie-
man {peaks, Eeclus. 38.33.) contri-
bute to the maintaining of the World,
and that without them a City cannot
be inhabired. | 4

~ Gono hastempered all Bodies [ Ci-
vil or Ecclefiaftick 7 like the natural
Body of Man, giving more abundant
honour to that parc which lacketh,
that there thould be no Schifm i the
Body; but that the Members fhould
have the fime care for one another,
making thofe  Members neceflary
which feen: to be more feeble, and be-
ftowing more abundant honour Lp-
- on them, which weé think to be lefs
Thonourable: fo that whether we are
high, or low in a Chriftian Common-
wealth we have an opportunity to do
good, and to glorifie our Maker,
and thould nor defpife qor envy one
another,

UPON
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-~ "Urox thefe confiderations you are
lefe, to your free Election, by me, and
I fuppole by all your Relations, to
“pleale your felf with the choice of
your future ftate of Life, and will
have no violence ufed, provided you
make a difcreet Election, (every one
of your Relations would be {orty to
fee you live idly, though you might
wear as good Cloths, and eat as good
Meat as your Elder Brothet) con-
cerning which I {hall only farther ad-
vile, that you would be exceeding
wary, and deliberate in your Deter-
mination, and with great Humilicy
and Devotion, for fome confiderable
time, confult this matter of hich im-

i o
portance betwixt God and your own

Soul. |
Proftrate your {elf often before the
Throne of Grace, and befeech him
who is infinice in Wifdom, Power, and
N 2 Love,
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Love, to incline you to what is moft
fatable to his Will, and wherein you
are moft capable to contribute to the
~good of the Univerfe, Have patience
to {pend fome time in a Courfe of
Study and Devotion, till both are (as
they will in a fhorc while ) become
pleafant.  Carmry this: Requelt along
with you, not only once, bur feveral
tmes to Gods Alaar.  Recommend |
unto God all your, prefent Defigns,
and furare hopes, and wait upon him
for  his Ilumination. . Advile wich
your beft and wifelt Friends, .thole
who are belt acquainted ‘wich -your
Natural Pares, and Temper, and who
in - fome matters may. be.more com- |

1 1 ~ 1
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And, afrer all this Pious, and Pm- §
dent Care, do, in the nameof God,
~as your own Mind and Conicience |
ihail direct you. And that both |
may |

/
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may be guided by the all-wife God, is
the hemy Prayer of, |

ik RN Y S
M DGHE. A |

Your affectionate Uncle.

: @oﬁﬁ}‘ipt' '
Nbp having difcourfed  of the

' choice of a 'Calling it is not
unféafonable to recommend to' your
reading the fourth Sermon of learn-
ed Bithop Sanderfon ad @opu am,’ on
1 Cor 7 14

N 2 LEer-
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Lodgire s X1

==
é
&

whortizg “to keep clofe o the Church of England,
tegel ber il fovre Cantions againft M. Hobs.

My D.N, ik
' Have faid nothing in any of my
Letters to fortifie you either again{t
Phanaticifm or Popery, becaufe I'do
not fear any danger either from your
natural ‘Temper,. or, preflent Cireym-
ftances: Bugif Idid, 1 could not give
better Countel to that purpofe than I
have done already, in adviling you
very eatly ro acquaing. your {elt with
vour  Bible; and Common-Praver-
- Book.

Such as' bave been (o happy, asto.
have been trained up, from their
Youth, in the Loly Seriptures; and
have read them often; with Sincerity,

Humility,
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Humility, and earneft Prayer to God
for divine Illumination, have been
feldom catched by the baits of that
Church which makes ignorance the
Mother of Devotion. ;

A x o onthe other{ide, thofe who
have well and throughly confidered
the excellent defign of the divine Ser-
vice of the Church of Bugland, will
not be eafily reconciled to fuch a Party
as are Haters of {uch an incompara-
ble Liturgy.  To which if you would
add, as you advance on in years, the
ferious confideration of the Purity of -
its Doctrine | contained in'the 89
Articles, ] and the Ufefulne(s of its
Difcipline [ injoyned in our Canons. ]
You- will take the moft effectuel
courfe to eftablith your felf well,both
againft the one and the other. Both
which (and indeed our whole Con-
fticution and Order ) are fo admira-
ble ‘and unexceptionable, that it is

N 4 not



184 Comifel and Directions,

not poflible to be Enemies to either,
unlels weare perfect {trangers to them
both ; which if the Peopleof England
bad never been, they could  hot have

-been (o eafily drawn away, iato fo

many Sects, and Faions, and pre-
judiced,” nay, imbitrered againft: 2
Church which is no where to be e ual-
led. And the multitude (it s plain) had
never been {o a {econd time, (I mean
grolly ignerant of our Otder; Difci-
pline, and Doctrine’) had notwe 'onr
{Alves of the Clergy, been ' too defici
ent, in'obeying his Majefties wife, and

Godly Directions 1y Preackers which

were publifhed very &aibnably after

nis Rettaurarion, in the year 1662,

and difperfed by the Archbifhops |

among all the Clergy of * England ;
which require  ‘the« Arricles  of the

Church to be read in'the Congrega-

tion every Year twice, and the Ca- |

nons, at Jeaft, once; as alfo the

Prayers |

|
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Prayers and Rubricks to be fometimes
in' the Year difcourfed on, and ex-
]ilained : Thebeft expedient that conld
ave been'thought on (and God for- -
‘giveusthat have not ‘put it in execu-
tion ) to have prevented the growth
both ‘of Superfticon  and” Schifim here
among us, and the Tamentable dan-
ger we have been lately in from our
exceflive ‘fear of Popery, “3nd too
little fear of fedition, '~ =0
For the fame Reafons that Thave
forborn to direct any confiderable part
of my Difcourfe againft the Pope of
Rome, or the Presbyterian of ' England :
( two very - kindFriends, 'who ' do
well agree, when they have an oppor-
tunity to wound our' Church) 1 have
waved any enlargement upon  the
dangerous and pernicious Errors and
Principles of the great Mafter, orra-
ther Monfter of Malmsbury; as hewas
not unjultly ftiled in the Ticle Page

oi;‘
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of 2. fmall Piece I once mer wichal.
I am not, I thank God, fo much
afraid for you: on this account as for
fome other young men. I do Judge
you, and I hope I am not miftaken,
to be very well natured, and humble.
And good nature, and Humility are
very bad Qualifications for a Hobhift ;
who, (as the worft fort of Presby-
terian ). is made up of the very Quin-
teflence of the contrary Vices. - And
befides. yoirare fallen into the hands of
a Tucor, who will, I hope, {ave me
this labour; and in due feafon infiny.
ate 1nto you fich right and Orthodox
notions of Fertue and Vice, as to caufe
you to abhor any one who {hall teach
that thete is betwixt them no moral
difference, making 2 King more than
God ; and God an abfolu’tc Tyrant:
fuch 2 kind of Being as doth ner fuit
{o well with Heaven, as the Infernal
Pic; the Portraiture of the Deity, that
i
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is drawn by Mr. Haﬁu, ferving ver
well for the Pigture of a DCVI
Whofe Body of Divinity, without
dxfpute, haS/beén one of the Mafter-
pleces of Satan ; and it is to be feared
has done more tO prepare the way for
Atheifm, than any attempt this lace
Age has produced.  For to {peak
frcely my thoughts, I {hould ﬁC
it a Vertue to fancy there was no God
at all, rather than to believe thereis
fuch an one as may be deforibed by the
Prmaples of that Leviathan: A God
whom none couldlove, nor with any
delight adore.

To draw to a Concluﬁon, my
chief bufinefs hath been, andis, in
this my well intended Adv1ce to your
felf (and my other youthful Relati-
ons ) to prelerve you from Practical,
rather than Speculative Atheifm. For
the Practical. Atheift of the two, as
pious Mirandula tells us, 1s the greate{’c

Mon-
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Monfler; that is, he that profefles to
believethere is a God, -and yet [ives
as if there were none. And this
kind of Character, I am fure does
Ingrofs by far the greateft part of Man-
RHIAT 1 i R
As o the Speculatioe Atheift, that
is, fuch a man " as does not ar 4] be=
lieve that there is 2 God (and, I am
Mure, it is difficule to perfuade ones
felf, thae there is fuch 20 one in ny.
tare. ) Tthall tell' you, and (hut up |
my Difcourfe with an honeft plain
edifying  Story ;- concetning 2 very |
Profane, . fenfual finner, who was not
only efteemed. bur did in 4 manner
profefs himfelf to be an Atheift : who, &
having for a long time forced his un. |
derftanding to {toop to his Will and
Aftections, and giving himfelf up to
the power of his corrupt Nature, and 1
many fins againft God , did endeavour
to perlnade ochers (and would fin

' ' have
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have petfiiaded himfelf) chat there
was none; who, being pulled down
very low into'a dangerous condition,
by a fevere fit of {icknefs, which
opened his Eyes, -and gave him ano-
ther kind of view of Eternity, and
the ftate of the Soul, than he eyer had
before, fell into an extracidinary de-
gree of Delpondency, almoft - even
unto defpair; and utcering many me-
lancholy. Expicffions with great fear,
and - wouble concerning ‘his future
Eftate, was vificed by one of his old
Companions of the fame Kidney, and
asked, why thathe, who did neither
believe there was God, or Devil, Hea-
ven, ot Hell, thould have fuch difmal
apprehenfionsof Death, which would
delives him from all his mifery; Re-
plied, and (ina doleful manner) ven-
ted his Fear and Grief, {aying, “ Icis
“ true, Ibelieve that there i1s no God,
« byt I am not fure, what if there

<« {hould
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¢ thould be one> Then I amin ala-
“ mentable cale. ' W
Truese are the ufual Perplexities
of fuch kind of Tnpudent /z'nners:, and
bold defiers of Heaven, who are of all
the moft fearful men when théy corhie
to die; whereof there are Innumera-
ble Inftances, and it isnot long fince
that our own Country produced a ve-
ry notable one. , |
Ax~p Icould tell you another Sro-
ry, like the former, of the great
Difciple-monger ( of curfed memory )
laft {pokenof ; whodid, in the fame
manneér, when he was once like to
die in France, difcover very much fear
of death, and gave fufficient Expreffi-
ons of his Repentance both for his evil
Principles, -and Practices, to an emi-
nent Pillar of our Church, ( then in
Banifhment with our Soveraign, fince,
a great Prelate here in England, from
whole Mouch 1 have feveral tmes

heard
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heatd this Relation ) in fuch fort, as
to be admitted to receive the Holy
Sacrament, according to the excellent
order of our Church: But beino pe-
mitted, by God, to recover his ormer
healch, returned to his vile and vitious
temper of mind, Jike the Dog to his
vomit, or the Sow who 1as wafhed to her
wallowing in the Mire : renouncing his
former Vows and Refolutions, and
making it his Divertifernerc, in moft
Companies, to laugh at, and expofe,
himfelf, for the greateft Vertue of his
whole life ; which was, that he did
once make an offer at Repentance, and

the Salvation of his Soul. |
F o r avoiding of which fears, and
qualms, which neither fort of Atheift
is like to efcape, when God brings
him down upon  his Death-bed, and
opens his Conlfcience ; it is the witeft
Way, forall men tolean to the fureft
fide, and betimcs practife Vertue and
Religion,
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Religion.It is certain that if there {hould
be no God, and the Soul {hould prove
ghortal, . there can be no ill confe:
quence of Piety: and Goodnels, fince
it carries’ its Reward with it,  and
affords men a kind of Heaven here in
this World, - if they mils of one here-
after : whereas an Atheiftical, leud
Wretch, if there fhould be no Tor-
ments in another World, feelsa {ufh-
cient Hell here in this life to convince
him of the wretchednefs of his Choice,
and to denominate him, for preferring
Vice before Vertue, the greatelt of
“ Fools, and Madmen, Even in the midft.
of laughter his heart 15 forr){, fays Solo-
mon, and the end of all bis Mirth Hea-
'vme/s. : | ;
~ Awxo at laft; if fuch a miferable
Wretch .do ever (as he will oneday,
as fure as there is a God in Heaven )
dilcern the Brutifh fottifhnels of his
miftake; and not only feel, that
‘ 8 there
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thereris a'God, biic® 4" God of Ven-
geance, who, (‘thotigh Love it felf, )
and 2’ merciful” Embracer o every
humbled finner) has not ‘one 'Dram
of mercy'in ftore fot‘the  Impeniccii,
he wil] begin  that Weeping atid\Wai-
ling and Gnathing of “T'ecth;! which'
‘we arecold of ini Mt 220 1700 and
break \forth  into’ ‘the ulial Lan:
guage of the wicked, when they are
‘at the Day of Judgmient, Brick 'with
admiration at the unexpeéted felicity
of the Godly man, faying, Wifdon 5.
254555, 6,7,8.  This was be ivhom we
bad fometimes in derifim, and a Proverb
of Reproach. ' - ~ .
We fools accounted bis  Life madnefs,
and bis End to be without honour. ,
How is be numbred anmony the Children
of God, and his Lot is among the
Saints, e Gk ,
Therefore have we erred from’ the way
of Truth, and the light of Righteou/nefs
" _ Q. hath
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bath not [hined unto s, and the Sun of
Righteonfnefs rofenot upon us. 4

We wearied our felves in the way of
wicRednefs and deftruction: yea, we have
gone through Deferts, wfyeie there lay no
tmy but as for the way of tbe Lord we.
have not known it.

- What hath Pride profited us, or v what
rrood lmtb chbes with onr vaunting braugbt
m. gL L
Commeridmg not. only this chmce_
Place, bue.the whole Book of #i/dom,
and  the Book of Ecclefs aﬁzcws o yQur
ﬁequcnt Peruﬁl [ reft,- |

:/ng UL j 2\[ D Z\,

Your. affectionate. Uncle.

: t‘*’i T.ﬂ :
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£ rrtn XIV.

Cancerning. ﬁequent,,-(}gmzﬂzmion, and t@e good
Example of Cathedral Churches, in that Par-
ticular, i i o

My 0.1

I I Avineinnoné of my Letters-
B of Advice, faid any thing con-
cerning your obligation to receive the
Holy Communion frequently, nor
told you how often it 1s your duty
to Communicate, I fhall make 1
the fubje of this my Goncluding

Letter. ' ’

Axp here Iam glad that I have an
opportunity to declare that I think it
yours and every mans .
duty to be a ¥ conftant | fite e oo
Communicant, where e Cofant Commi
you have an opportu- :

Q2 nity
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nity {o tobe, and neverto turn your
back upon the heavenly Feaft of your
Lords Supper, when you are invited
to his holy Table unlefs you have juft
reafon o to do. For to afford ones
prefence at Prayers and Sermon, and
to run away from the Sacrament of
our Lords Body and Bloud, is the
moft incongruous, and the moft un-
accountable thing i the whole world,
unle(s indrefeiCalts mivbAlo B8

con Wa e woa man is {urprized with

any Indifpofition or Infitmity of Body,
that will not permit him to ftay out

the whole Service.
2. W ns nithere is fuch ‘an abfo-

. lute neceffity as requires him to retire
~ourof: the Church that very moment

to do fome fuch work of Chartity or
Mercy, as is certainly the end of our

Prayets,

: 3. WHEN
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g R we N there is agicatcr num-
bcr of Communicants than is poffible
for the Prieft to dlfpatch with an 1y
convemency orin due time. |
‘4. Wuenrbeing a f’cranger to ‘the
»Congregmon, there is no time or op-
portunity  to obfervethe Orders of the
Church, in giving in ones Name,as the
Book i6f Goration: Prayer requies.

. Wae~a man kpfes into any
grofs or foul A& of fin, that necefla-
rily requires fome Preparatory Act of
Repentance, by way of publick - or
private Penance or Apphcatxon tO ONes
{piritual Guide. s

T cn ha.rdly concéive zmy other
Cafes ( if therebe fome,” they are I am
fure very few )’ wherem a' Man'cah
without offence, and contempt of the
Holy  Sacrament, depart after  the
prophane 1 manner of this Generation,
out of the Church, when they fee che
' O 3. LifAlear
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Altar furnithed for them, hear them-
felves earneftly invited, are aflured
they are inva particular manmet ex-
'gc&éd, and know that the wual aum-
ber of Communicants-in that place ate
hardly {ufficient to keep up»t[?e digni-
ty of the Duty} thinking themfelves
duly qualified, and"wotthy enough to
joyn in the Chutches facred Formis of
Prayers and Praifes, as well 25 hear a
Sermon ( which always require’ the fin-
cere habits of Fuith, Hope, and Charity,
the moft eflentially neceffary Qualifica-
tions of a Communicant ), and Dyer
fly away - from ‘the Sacrameni [ the
Euchariftical Service | the end 'of all
other Services, and for which thefe
were particularly defigned to  prepare
them.: . o iatkloorsd §
- How often the Holy Communion
s adminiftred in your Colledge T'am
not well informed, but I canpot ‘in
Charity imagine thac you have fewer
] e “than
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than - Monthly . Communions, . {ince
Colleges s well -as Cathedrals and
Collegiate Churches - are {trictly obliged
to Adminifter the Holy Communion
at lealt every Lords Day; and fince
you are in your Univerfity fo happy,
as, to-have one pious Precedent ( as
well as another in the Univerficy of
Cambridge ) chae fteiétly keeps the
Chutches Ground, -in Celebrating the
Lords: Supper weekly as the Law re-
quires 5 and befides that this important
Rale hath been lately very-fealonably
and fuccefstully revived not only in the
'Metrol? Olitical ChLlI‘CiLlCS yil *‘Wartéﬂ&?,Exeif}r,
of Canterbury and  York, Grichelbers Glogeeher,

[ ‘Preterborongh, - Lich-

a,nd ﬁlndry;othér %KWCQ.. ey ﬁeld,,'lf./ells,’ Winchts
s U <" ftery “and - Durnam,
thedrals, but infeveral  with ey, o st -

AL sk h, whet the Bijh
Parochial (a) Churches. L7 %"

_ $g0 Y 7 " 2 4L Dr.Beveridge's
And : .ITIOI'COYC_L} ﬁﬁCe ' Church at St.Peters in
Collegxa,tes care. . al-' combill, DrHickes's
£~ o at Alnallows Bar-
ways, required, by the iine, andar 5. svi-
: thins near London~

Canon,, to receive four g U750
O 4 times
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tumes ayear, which cannot be doge
with tolerable conveniency where they
have 'but fqur Celebrations;; and not
to Receive {o often as you are ablo-
lutely\.required' by the Penalty of the
Law is a deplorable Piece . of negli-
gence. - And yous College being one
of the four Eminent Colleges that
have Quire Service: tyith Jubilation
{hould be {uppoled to be Very exem-
plary in this the higheft and  chief

Duey and Myflery of the Chriffian

Relgion, | ]
T axing it for granted then, that
you have a Monthly Communion;, I
do advife you, efpecially  at this pre- -
fent Jun@ure, ( when - all Perfons,
Clergy and Laity, havé extraotdinary
Motives. to live up to the height of
their Religion ) .to endeavourto order
your, Affairs. o, as to be confbant a¢
the Communion, unlefs you have 2
= reafonas
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reafonable Caufe to the contrary ;
mean Not in your own ]udgment( I
would not have young men govern
themfelves too {oon by their own
Heads’) but in the Judgment of your
Tutor, and the Governour -of the
College. Or if this fhould not by
the Method of the College be  ex-
acted from you, you will do well to
Receive every other Month ( which is
but fix times in the year ) and very ill
if 'you fhould not Receive fo often,.
as the very Letter of the Canon :
preimbcs all Students whichis ““*
four times:

To Receive lefs than fo, in my poor
{udgmem is mote fcandalous in 2 Col-
lege, than it is ‘inna Parochial Church
ana ClaPPCl not ‘to Receive three
‘times In the' year ; Which neglect T
have ' evet ]udded {fo unpardonable,
that it ou0ht to be by no means

Paﬁ
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paft by - without - fevere  Punifh.
ment., v 15 132955 ad/
I hope you will have much good
Example given you, by the young
Scholars o% your College, «fp cidlly
by thofe in your own.CircumfgnCCS i
put if it fhould happen ro be otherwife,
be you fure to do yourduty, and ne-
ver govern your felf by. the Example
of carelefs young-men, but by the Pre-
ceptsof the Church.i-ioo 4 4 B,
Be not afhamed to be accounted
fingular for doing that you are aflured
is your Chriftian duty, -2and will pro-
mote your Salvation.. Such forward-
nefs in Youth will be a very commen-
dable vertue, and very far from a
blameable fingularity. - Ho08
T a5 Ecclefiaftical Canftitutions of
our Church require that in all Colleges
and Halls within both the Univerfi-
tes, < The Mafters and Fellows (fuch
“ elpecial-
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< efpecially ashave any Pupils ) fhall
<« be careful that allcheir {aid Pupils,
« and the reft who remain amongft
«them be well brought up, and
« throughly inftruéted n Points of
« Religion, and that they do diligent-
« ly frequent Publick Service and Ser-
« mons, and Receive the holy Com-
¢ munion; and that the holy Com-
<¢:munion fhould be Adminiftred the
« feft or fecond Sunday in every
¢ Month, requiring all Students, Of-
¢ ficers, and even Servants belonging
“tq the College to Communicate
< four times in the year at the
e derai
- A~ p our prefent Common-Prayet-
Book (a later Eftablifhment) hath
raifed the frequency ot College Com-
munions into 2 Weekly Celebration,
making fuch Foundations where there
are many Priefts and Deacons ( and

: “ not
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not without good reafon) in point- of
Devotion, equal to Cathedrals, Had
this obtained in all ‘Colleges" in bath
Univerfities,  as it was intended, it iad |
been certainly highly ‘advantagions t6 |
both ‘the' Church and ‘Kingdom: thiz
- fetting' right Colleges of the Univer:
fity in point of Religions  Order and
Wor[hip, as well as: College " Difcipline,
being a matter of mighty moment
towards the  firm 'eftablifhment of
both: | - ‘ g
It is very vilible ‘that thofe two |
Colleges which have born witnefs to *
God ‘and the Church in'this particu- -
lar, ever fince ‘the laft Regulation of |
the - Common-Prayer-Book, ‘namely, |
Chrifts Churchin Oxford, and St.fobns
Colledge in' Combridge, have fent forth |
amore confiderable number - of right
Principled and- fober ‘men for fervice |
of Church and State ' than (“other
2914 Colleges. 1
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‘Colleges. - Which 'good effet muft
not ‘b?zttributed foigci;)f to the &
Difcipline of thofe two Houfes,(though
it muft be confefled they have been all
along very eminent for it, and ‘good
Government ) but to: the commenda-
ble careof the Governours, in keeping
Religion: continually.in the view of
their ‘young men, and more particu-
Jarly this moft excellent part thereof,
and Primitive: piece of Piety, - the
Adminiftration of “the' Lords 'Supper
every Lords day.. = OSSR
T ng confideration “of {o  miuch
fruic from’ this Laudable and Pious -
Practice will prevail e laft (it is hoped
by fome good men: ) with other Col-
leges, to fexup the fame Order in their
Houfes, and whether this be not a{ea-
fonable, “and mere than ordinary pro-
per time, in Colleges, as well as Ca-
thedrals; to- revive this excelleat and

\ édifying
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edifying Order, I will not prefumeto
determine, but rather leave to the wor-
thy and wife Governours of the Uni-
verfiies to Judge. A

Ax x that will become me to fay
turther on this account (and fomuch
Liberty I hope no one will deny me }
is, that I have often obferved much
ill Confequence of Irregularities au-
thorized in the Colleges of the Uni-
verfity: and have as often felt the
fore Inconvenience thereof in my
Jurifdiction. Young BDivines having,
been very apt to difpute pragmati--
~cally in Juftification "of their Col-

lege-Chappel-Practice  ( though Irre-
gular to the retrenching of confi-
derable parts of the Service, even the
Firt Leflon, and Te Dewm ) con-
cluding the Order ' that they faw in
their College Chappels® 45 uncon-
troulable a Rule, as was heretofore |

the
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the ufe of Sarum, Hereford, Ban-
gor, York, and Lincoln : which makes
it a duty in me to Caution {o near
2 Relation as a Nephew, aganit
that Prejudice which 15 very ape to
creep into the minds of young men
in Reference to. the eftablifhed Rule
of Gods. Worfhip, - by the: counte-
nancing. of the breach of Rubrick
in_Univerficies ; which fince Cathe-
drals - have  lately . given  worthy.
Example  (the name of God be.
praifed ) I hope, by God’s blefling
{ may live to fee Reformed. |

BrseErcuiNg our gracious God
to accept my honeft Intentions, -and
‘you, with all thole o whom I de-
dicate my poor Endeavours, to per-
ufe. thele Directions {erioufly withoue
Prejudice, _and. with fincerity and
diligence to put. them ( as occafion
offers ). into Practice, 1 do with an

T ‘ extraordinary
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extraordinary Zeal, and unfeigned
Love to vyour Souls, fubfcribe
my felf, in a very particular man-
ner, ‘ il s

M. L e 7
1‘2}8?‘ 5 NI)DN

Your Aﬁ&ionate Uncle.

| @
Poftfcript.
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oy o PAOIS\T S@d bRk
‘A S concerning the “extravagance. of
£\ Hair and Habit among Scholai s
( which is now grown very notorions ) I
bave [aid nothing i any of my Letters,
becaufe your Station may defend you in.a
good meafure from that excefs 5 neither
fhall 1 at prefent fay (and only by wayof
Poffcript) any more than this, to wity
that & Courtiers Head on 4 Scholars
Shoulders ( and indeed any of the Habut
of the firft on the back of the latter while
a member of a College in the Univerfity )
is as incongruous, and ugly, as 4 Sol:
diers Cravate, and a colonred Ribbon,
on a finging man.of any Choir chanting out
the Litany : both Indecorums and Irregu-
larities of bad Confequence s the firft dif-
gracing College Difcipline, and the laft
| P difparagmg -
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- difparaging the Sacred Wor[hip of Almigh-
tnyGodi> | cgf/ye mifchief of ﬁcb fn/ uit:tgb'le
Exceffes in Students have been wifely fore-
Jeen by the Governours of the Univer fity,
and thercfore carefull Sprovided againft in
the Publick Statutes ; and i like manner
Members of a Choir had ( without all
doubt ) been forbidden fucb%necdeﬁdﬂic;k
Habiliments, ( while they are affifting at
God's Service ) -had. it been Jufpected they
would have come into the Chosr with ridie
culons Accoutrements, any move. than with.
thetr Swords and Belts upon their- Syy-

plices.

T NS




A Catalogue of fome Books Printed for
Robert Clavel/in St. Pawl's Church-yard.

Dr. Cumbers Thort difcourfes upon the Coms

mon-Prayer 1n 8°.

Tras written by Fobn Selden.

Annals of King Famesand King Charles fol.

Mr. Scrivener’s Body of Divinity, fol.

The Hiftory of the Irifh Rebellon, fol.

Vareniss Geography, fol. Engl.

Bithop of S¢. Dawid s vindication of Bifhops right
to Vote in Capital Cafes.

His Book againft the Proteftant Reconciler:

His Anfwer to Sidneys Speech.

Moartindales Book ot Surveying.

Mr. Ogilbies Efop in 8°, adorned with 160 Scul-

ptures.

Bithop of Lincolns Brutum Fulmen.

Dr. Combers Book of Tithes4°.

His Difcourfe of Religion and Loyalty.

- His Catechifm two fheets.

Dr. Byan's Sermons before the Kingin his Exile.

Mr. Twell' s Grammatica Reformata.

M. Bakers Book of Equations.

Everard’s Book of Gauging.

Efop’s Fables Gr. La.

Skinners Lexicon, fol.

Smith's Rhetor. 8°.

A general Catalogue from 1666.continued to the
end of Trinity Term 16g5.

A Sermon at the Coronation of King Fames 1L
1n Erench and Englifh.

Dean of Sarund's. Pacificaterinm - Orthodoxae Theols-
gie Coroulculum,
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