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P R E F A C E. 

J N a Work of this nature, which is a 

felection of the befl 'fubjects, from the beft 

authors; and which is meant, as a ufeful 

companion for the pocket, to be always 

ready to refreih the memory of the fludious, 

as well as to inform the minds of the igiw

rant-to i~culcate virtue, and to enforce 

every exalted and ennobling principle that 

can dignify the mind, and add a genera1 

luflre to the lives and manners of men, - the 

- editor perfuades hi:mfelf no apology is ne

ceifary. 
In regard to the vari-ous authors, whofe 

thoughts have been made ufe of in this 

work, it may be faid, their general eftima
A 
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tion in the literary world requires no com

mendation; and this, he trufts, may be 

admitted as one reafon for recommending 

it to the public. 

The utility of the plan has _already been 

acknowledged in works of a fimilar nature, 

which have had fame claim to public pa

tronage; and it may be thought no difpa

ragement to them, to hope at leaft, this will 

not be inferior. 

If we examine the multiplicity of -volumes 

that are daily teeming from the prefs, ,ve 

may find, without going too far in onr opini

on, that only few, on the fcore of utility, 

can ftand in competition with fuch as thefe. 

It is true, the works of great men need 

nothing to recommend them_; but, it is 
equally true, thefe, in regard to utility, are 

partial and limited. The abftrufe and intri

cate fciences,-philofophical and metaphy

iical ftriB:ures, when given as abilraB: fub

jects for ftudy, can affect only a few; while 

political writings in general, which fre

quently tend more to inflame and perplex 

the mind) than to corrca and inform it., ca-n 
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have but little to plead, in behalf of their 
utility, ·with this undertaking. In a ,vord, 
it is defigned to awaken the recollell:ion of 
forne-to open the underftanding of olhers, 
-and to invite all that have the leafc pre
tenfions to the love of good fenfe, or, what
ever is honourable, virtuous, and excellent, 
to its perufal. 

It is unnece!fary to affign any reafon for 
the title of this publication, the' LITERARY 
BouQUET,' the nature of the felecl:ion rea

dily enough fuggefted the idea of a N ofegay, 
which is compofed of a variety of flowers of 
different fcents and different hues; it is in
tended as a companion to another volume 
of the fame fize, intitled the BEE, a [election 
of Poems from the moft approved au th ors 

in the Engli{h language. 

A z 
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LITERARY 

B 0 u Q'U E T. 

On the Ufe of our Faculties. 

FROM SEED. 

HAPPY that man, who, unembarraffed Ly 
vulgar cares, mafter of himfelf, his time, 

and fortune, f pends his time in making himfelf 

wifer, and his fortune in making others ( ;i.nd 

therefore himfelf) happier: who, as the will ancl 

underfl:-anding are the two ennobling faculties of 
the foul, thinks himielf not complete, till his un

derflanding be beautified with the valuable furni 

ture of knowledge, as well as his will enriched 

with every virtue: who has furnifhed himfelf with 

all the advantages to reli{h folitude, and enliven 

converfation; when ferious, not fullen; and when 

cheerful, not in.:lifcreetly g ay; his ambition not 

t,o be admired for a falfe g lare of greatnefs, but w 
B 
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be beloved for the gentle and fober luflre of h.re 
'\.-vifdom and goodnefs. The greatdt minifler of 
ftate has• :not more bufinefs to do in a public «.a
pacity than he, and indeed every man elfe may 
tind in the retired and frill fcenes of life. Ever. 
in his private walkS', every thing that is vifible 
convinceth him there is prefent a Being invi/ible. 
Aided by natural philofophy, he reads plain l<:>gi
b-le traces of the Divinity in everything he mtets:. 
he fees the D.::ity in every tree, as well as Mofes 
..lid in the burning bufh, though not in fo glaring 
~ manner: an<l when he fees him, he adoi:es him 
~.itb the tribute of a grateful heart. 

On Study .. 

FROM THE SAME• 

§ OME there are, who plead an exemption from 
!l:udy, becaufe their foi.:tune makes them in7 

dependent of the world, and they need not be l>e
holden to it for a maintenance-that is, b€cauf.e 
their fituation in life exempts them from the ne
ceffity of fpending their time in !ervile offices and 
har<lfhips, therefore they may <lifpofe of it jull: as 
~hty pleafe. It is to imagine, becaufe God has 
empowei;ed them to fingk out the befi me~ns of 
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,cm1:3loying thei-r hours, viz. in reading, med.ita

t.ion; in the highefi: infi:ances of piety and charity ; 

therefore they may throw them away in a round 

of impertinence, vanity, and folly. The apoftle 's 

rule, ' that if any man wi-11 not work, neithe1· 

fuould he eat,' extends to the r.ich as well as the 

poor ; only foppoling, that thtre are diffo·ent 

kind3 of work affigned to e::ad1. The reafon is 

the fame in both cafes, viz. that he who wiH do no 

good, ought not to receive or enjoy any. As we 

.are all joint ,traders and partners :in life, he for

feits his right to any .!hare in the common frock 

of happinefs~ who do.es a1ot endeavour to <:ontri

-bute his quota, or allotted part, to it; the public 

happine[s being nothing but the furn total of each 

individual's .contribution to it. An eafy fortune 

does not fet men free from labour and indufrry i11 

general; it only exempts them from foml:! parti

..cular kinds of labour; it is not a bleffing, as it 

gives them liberty to do nothing at all 1 but as it 

g ives them liberty wiftly to chufe, and fteadily to 

profecute, the mofi: ennobling exercifes, and the 

moft improving employments, the purfuit of 

truth, the practice of virtue, the fervice of God 

who giveth tbe1n all things richly to enjoy; in 

fhort, the do.ing and being every thing that is 

com1nendable; though nothing merely in order to· 

B z 
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be beloved for the gentle and fober lu!he of hie 
·wif'd.om and goodnefs. The greateft minifi:er of 
Rate has• not more bufinefs to do in a public €a
pacity than he, and indeed every man elfe may 
find in the retired and ftill fcenes of life. Even, 
i11 his private walkS', every thing that is vifible 
convinceth him there is prefent a Being invifible. 
Aided by natural philofophy, he reads plain legi
ble traces of the Divinity in every thing he meets~ 
he fees the D.::ity in every tree, as well as Mofes 
,Jid in the burning bu!h, though not in fo glaring 
~ manner: an<l when he fees him, he adoi:es him 
~.itb the tribute of a grateful heart. 

On Study .. 

FROM THE SAME• 

(Ci OME there are, who plead an exemption from 
~ fl:udy, becaufe their foi,tune makes them in;
<lependent of the world, and they need not be L>e
l10klen to it for a maintenance-that is, b€cauf.e 
their fituation in life exempts them from the ne
cefi'ity of !'pending their time in iervile offices and 
liard!hips, therefore they may difpofe of it jut!: as 
~hey pleafe. It is to imagine, becaufe Go<l has 
empowei;ed them to fingle out the befi 1ne~ns of 



iem13loying thei1· hours, viz. in reading, medita

tion; in the bighefi: infi:ances of piety and charity.; 

therefore they may throw them away in a round 

of impertinen.cB, vanity, and folly. The apofi:le's 

rule, ' that if any man will not work, neither 

fuould he eat,' extends to the r:ich as well as the 

poor ; only foppofing, that there are diffo-ent 

kinds of work affigned to tach. The reafon ·is 

the fame in both.cares, viz. that he who wiU do no 

good, ought not to receive or enjoy any. As we 

.are a-11 join,t,~t;raders and partners in life, he for

feits his right to any ib.are in the common frock 

.of happinefs, who do.es uo.t endea:vo:ur to contri

J>Ute his quota, or allotted part, to it: the public 

happinefs being nothing but the furn total of each 

_.individual's .contribution to it~ An eafy fortune 

does not fet men free from labour and induftry ira. 

general; it only exempts them from fom.~ parti

..cular kinds of labour_; it is not a blefling, as it 

gives them liberty to do nothing at all.; but as it 

gives them liberty wif"dy to chufe, and ft.eadily t@ 

profecute, the mofi: ennobling exercifes, and the 

mofi: improving employments, the purfuit of 

truth, the practice 0f virtue, the fervice of God 

who givetl,i tlie1n all things richly to enjoy; in 

thort, the Jo.ing and being every thing that is 

.com1n endable; though nothing merely in order to· 

B z 
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be commended. That time which othe1's muft , 
employ in tilling the ground (which often deceives 
thtir expectation) with the fweat of their brow, 
they may lay out in cultivating the mind, a Coil 
always grateful to the care of the tiller.--The fum
of what I would fay, is this : that though you 
are not confined to any particular calling, yet you 
have a gentral one; which is to watch over your 
heart, and to improve your head ; lo make your
ft:lf mafier of all thofe accomplifhments-an tn
larged compafs of thought, tha t flowing human
ity and generofity, which are neceffary to become 
a great fortune; and of all thofe perfections, viz. 
moderation, humility, and temperance, which are 
necdfary to bear a f'mall one patiently; but ef pe
cially it is your duty to acquire a tafi:e for thofo 
pleafures, which, after they are tafted, go off 
agreeably, and leave behind them a grateful and 
.delightful flavoqr on the mind. 



s 
The Importance of Time, and the 

proper Methods off pending it. 

FROM THE SPECTATOR. 

WE all of us complain of the {hortnefs of 

time, faith Sene-ca, and yet have much more 

than we know what to do with. Our lives, fays 

he, are fpent either in doing nothing at all, or 

doing nothing to the purpofe, or in doing nothing 

that we ought to do. We are alwa3/'s complain

j ng our days a-re few, and acl:ing as though ther.e 

wo.uld be no end of them. That noble philofo

plier bas defcribed-ou.r incon/ifr.ency with ourfelve~ 

in this particular, by all thofe various turns of 

ex1Jreffion and thought which are peculiar in hi~ 

writings . 

I often con/ider mankind as wholly inconfifi:ent 

with itfelf, in a point that bears fome affinity to 

the former. Though we feem grieved at the 

thortnefs of life, in g-~nera-1, we are wi{hing every 

perior:I of it at an end. The n,i11or longs to be at 

age, th en to be a ma;i of bu/inels, then to make U[> 

an efbte, then to arrive at honours, then to r~ti re. 

--Thus, although the whole of life is allowed by c:ve

J-Y one to be n1ort, the fevcr:11 divifions of it appear 

lt1ng an<l te<lious. We a re for le ngthen i-ng OJµ" 

ni 
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fpan in general, but would fain contraa the parts .. 
of whicl1 it is compofed. The ufurer would be 
very well fatisfied to have all the time annihilated 
that lits between the pre[entmomentand the next 
quarter-day. The politician would be contented 
fo lofe three years in his life, could he place things 
in the pofture which he fancies they will fiand in 
after fuch a revolution oftime. The lover would 
be glad to ftrike out of his exifience all the mo
ments that are to pafs away before the happy 
meeting. Thus, as fafi as our time runs, we 
ihould be very glad,, in moft parts of our lives, 
th;it it ran much fafter than it does. Several hours 
of the day hang upon our hands; nay, we wifh 
away whole years, and travel through time, as 
through a country filled with many wild and empty 
wafies which we would fain hurry over, that we 
n1ay arrive at thofe feveral very little fettlemeuts 
or imaginary points of refr which are dif per fed up 
and down in it. 

If we divide the life of rnofi men into twenty 
parts, we Jhall find that at leaft nineteen of them 
are mere gaps an<l cbafms, ·which are neither filled 
with pleafure nor buJinefs. I do not however in
clude in this calculation the life of thofe men who 
are in a perpetual hurry of affairs, but of thofo 
(Jkily who are not ahv,1y:; engc1ged in the fcenes of 
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aclion; and I hope I Qrnll not do an unacceptable 

piece of fervice to thefe perfons, if I point out to 

them certain methods for the filling up their empty 

fpaces of life. The methods I {lull propo1~ to 

them are as follow : 

The firll: is the exercife of virtue, in the moft 

general acceptation of the word. That particular 

kherne which comprehends the facial virtues , may 

give employmel'lt to the mofl: indufl:rious temper, 

and find a man bulinefs more than the mofl: a8:ive 

ftation of life. To advife the ignorant, relieve 

the needy, comfort the afBicl:ed, are dut-ies that fall 

in our ~vay alrnoH: every clay of our lives. A m~in 

has frequent opportunities of mi ti gating the fierce

neCs of a party ; of doin g jufiice to· the ch::iracler 

of a derc:rving man; of fofrening the envious, 

quieting the angry", and reclifying the prejudiced; 

· which are all of them ernploymems 1uit11.ble to~ 

reafonable nature, and bring great fatisfaction to 

the perfon who can bufy himfelf in them with 

difcretion. 

· There is another kind of virtue that may find 

employment for thofe retired hours in which we 

are altogether left to ourfrl ves 7 and deihtu te of 

company and converCation : I mean that inter

courfe and commu nication which every reJfonable 

creature ought to maintain with the great Author 
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of his ~eing. The ma11 who lives under an, 
habitual fenft of the Jivine prtfence, keeps up a 
p.erpetual cheerfolnefs of tern per, and enjoys every 
moment the fatisfaclion of thinking himfelf in 
company with his deareft aml hell: of friends. The 
time never lies ·heavy upon him: it is impoffible 
for him to be alone. His thoughts and paffions 
are the moll: bufied at fuch hours when thofe of 
other men are the mofl: miacl-ive. He no fooner 
fl:eps out of the world but his heart burns with 
devotio:1, fwells with hope, and triumphs in the 
confcioufnefs of that prel'cn<:e which every where 
furrounds him; or, .on the contnu·y, pours out its 
foars, its forrows, i-ts apprehenfions, to the grelt 
Supporter of its exillence. 

I have here only confi<lered the neceffity of a 
man's being virtuous, that he may have fomething 
to do; hut if we 1::on{ider further, that the exer
<:ife of virtue is nut only an amufeme nt for the 
time it lafl:s, but that its infl uence extends to thofe 
parts of our exi(l-ence which lie beyond the grave, 
and that our \'-'hole eternity is to take its colour 
from tho/'~ hours which \VC here emplcy in virtue 
.or rn vice, the argument redoubles upon us, for 
putting in pra6lice thi.s n etbod of pafiinp- a~vl.y 
our time. 
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When a man has but little fiock to improve, 

and has apportunitits of turning it all to good 

account, what fhall we think of him, if he fuffers 

nineteen parts of it to lie dead, and perhaps em

ploys even the twentieth to his ruin or difadvan

tage ?-But becaufe the mind cannot be always in 

its fervours, nor ftrained up to a pitch of virtue, 

it is neceffary to find out proper employments fo1· 

it, in its relaxations. 

The next method therefore that I would pro

pofe to fill up our time, fhould be ufeful .and in

nocent diverfions. I muft confefs I think it is 

below ·reafonable creatures to be altogether con

verfant in fuch diverfions as are merely innocent, 

and have nothing elfe to recommend them. 

But the mind never unbends itfelf fo agreeably 

as in the converfation of a well-chofen friend. 

There is indeed no bleffing of life that is any way 

comparable to the enjoyment of a difcreet and vir

tuous friend. It eafes and unloads the mind, 

clears and improves the underfl:anciing, engenders 

thought and knowledge, animates virtue and good · 

refolution, fooths and alb.ys the paffions, and _ 

finds employment for mofr of the vacarit hours of 

life. 

Next to fuch an intimacy with a particubr per

fon; one would endeavour after a more general 
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converfation with fuch as are capable of edifying 
and tntt:rtaining thofe with whom they converl'e, 
which are qualities that feldom go afunder. 

There are many other ufeful amufements of life, which one woul<l endeavour to multiply, that 
one might, on all occafions, have recourfe t9 
fomething, rather than fuffer the mind to lie idle, 
or run adrift with any pallion that chances to rife 
in it. 

The florifl-, the planter, the gardener, the huf
banc;l-man, when they are only as accomplilh
ments to the man of fortune, are gn:at reliefs to 
a country life, an<l many ways ufeful to thoft: wll-') 
are poffdfed of them. 

Opportunities. loft cannot be 
recalled. 

FROM 'I'OTT!E. 

LET not any one vainly imagine, that the time 
and \·aluable opportunities which are now 

loft, can hereafter be recalled at will; or that he 
who has run out his youthful days in <liffipation 
and pleafure, will have it in his power to fiop 
when ht plea[es, and make a wifer ufr of his riper 
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years. Yet this is too generally the fallacious 

hope that flatters the youth in his ienfual indul

gences, and leads him infen!ibly on in the trea

cherous ways of vice, till it is now too late to 

return. There are few, who at one plunge fo 

totally immerge in pleafures, as to drown at once 

all power of reafon and confcience: they promife 

themfelve-s, that they can indulge their appetites 

to foch a point only, and can check and turn them 

back when they have run their allotted race. I 

do not indeed fay that there never have been per

funs in whom the fl:rong ferment of youthful lufl:s 

may have happily fobfided, and who may have 

brought forth fruits of amendment, and difplayed 

many eminent virtues. God forbid! that even 

the moft licentious vices of youth fhould be abfo

lutely incorrigible. But I may venture to affirm, 

that the infl:ances in this c;afe have been fo rare, 

that it is ve1·y Jangerous for any one to tru!l: to 

the experiment, upon a prefumption that he !hall 

add to the number. 

The only fore way to make any proficiency in 

a virtuous life, is to fet out in it by times. It is 

then when om inclinatio11s are trained up in the 

way that they D1ould lead us, that cull:om foon 

makes the btfl: habits the moil: agreeable; the ways 

of wifdom become the W'J.J'f> of plc:iJantnefs, and 
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every i'cep we advance, they grow more eafy and 
more delightfol. But, on the contrary, when 
vicious, head/hong appetites are to be reclaimed, 
anc.l inveterate habits to be correcteci, what fe
curity can we give ourfelves, that we !hall have 
iither inclination, refolution or power, to 1!:op and 
turn back, and recover the right way from which 
we h:we fo long and fo widely wandered, and enter 
tJpon a new life, when perhaps our {hength now 
faileth us, and we know not bow near we may be 
to our journey's end? Thefe reflections I have 
fuggdl:ed principally for the fake of thofe, who 
allowing themfelves in greater indulgences than 
are confiftent with a libt:ral aml virtuous educa
tion, give evident proofs that they are not fuffi
ciently aware of the dangerous encroachments, 
and the peculiar deceitfulnefs of pleafureable fin. 
Happy for them, would they once ferioufly con~ 
fider their ways! and no time can be more proper, 
th:m when tbefe folemn feafons of recollection and 
religious difcipline lhoulc.l particularly difpofe 
them to ferioufnefs and thought. They would 
then difcover, that though they are awhile carried 
gently and fupinely down the fmooth f!:ream of 
pleafure, yet foon the torrent will grow too violent 
to be fl:emrnt:J; the waves will arile, and dafh 
them upon rocks, or fink them in whirlpools. It 
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ts therefore the part of p1ydence to fiop fhort 

while they m:iy, and to divert their courfe into a 

different channel; which, wh;itever ob(hucl:ions 

and difficult ies they may labour with at fir!1, will 

<:'very day hecorne more pracl:icable and ple:ifing, 

a11d will a(forc:dly carry them to a [ercne and fe

cure haven. 

The Beginnings of Evil to be 

refrfted. 

FROM BLAIR. 

Y-1\lHINK not, as I urn afraid too many do, that 

becau[e your paffions have not hurried you 

into atrocious deeds, they.have therefore wrought 

J..10 rnifchief, and have left no fiing behind them. 

By a continued feries of loofe, though c1pparently 

trivial gratifications , the heart is often as tho-

. roughly corrupted, as by the commiffion of ,rny one 

of thofe enormous crin~es which ( pring from great 

ambition, or great revenge. Habit gives the 

paffions fhengtli, while the abfence of glaring 

guilt feemingly jnfbfies them; and , tirtawakened 

liy remo1 fr, the finner proceeds in his courfe, till 

he wax bold in guilt> and become ripe for min~ 

C 
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for, by gradual and latent fl:eps, the deftruaion 
of our virtue advances. Did the evil unveil itfelf 
at the beginning; did the fiorm which is to over
throw our peace, difcover, as it rofe, all its hor
rors, precautions would more frequently be taken 
againfr it. But we are imperceptibly betrayed; 
and from one licentious-attachment, one criminal 
paffion, arc, by a train of confequences, drawn 
on to another, till the government of our minds is 
irrecoverably loft. The enticing an<l the odious 
paflions are, in this rerpea, fimilar in their pro
cers; an<l, though b.y different roads, condua at 
la!l to the fame ilf ue. 

On the Dei ty. 

FROM THE SPECTATOR. 

I \VAS yefl:erday, about fun-[e!:, walking in the 
op n fields, till the night in fenfibly fell upon 

me. I at firfl: amu[ed myfdf with all the richnefs 
and variety of colours which appeared in th!! 
wefl:ern parts of heaven: in proportion as they 
faded away and went out, feveral fl:ars and planet s 
appt.:are<l one after another, till the whole firma. 
~ntnt was in a glow. The blu nefs of Lhe rethet 
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was exceedingly heightened and enlivened by the 

feafon of the year, and the rays of all thofe lumi

mries that p:lffol tlmJUgh it. The galaxy ap

peared in its moll: beautiful white. To complete 

the fcene, the full moon rofe at length in that 

doude<l majefty which Milton takes notice of, 

and opened to the eye a new piaure of nature, 

which was more finely {haded, and dirpofed among 

fofter lights than that which the fun Ind before 

difcovered to us. 

As I was furveying the moon walking in her 

bi·ightnefs, and taking her progrefs among the 

confidlations, a thought arofe in me which I be

lieve very often perplexes an<l difl:urbs men of fe

rious and contemplative natures. David himfelf 

fell into it in that reflection, " When I confider 

the heavens the work of thy fingerl?, the moon 

and rhe flars which thou haft: ordained, what is 

man that thou art mindful of him, and the fon of 

man that thou regardeft him!" In the fame 

manner, when I confider that infinite boft of {l:ars, 

or, to fpeak more philofophically, of funs, which 

were then !hining upon me, with tho(c: innmner

ablc fets of planets or worlds, which were moving 

round their refpeclive funs; when I fl:ill enlarged 

the idea, and fuppofed another heaven of funs and 

world:, riGng frill above this which we difcovered, 

C z 
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;;rnd thefe fiill enlightened by a fuperior firma. 
ment of luminaries, which are fiill planted at 
fo great a di{bnce, that they may appear to the 
inhabitants of the former as the fbrs do to us: 
in 01ort, while I purfue<l thi s thou ght, I could 
not but reflecl: on that little infig nificant figure 
which I myfelf bore amidfr the immenfity of 
God's·works. 

\ J\Te re the firn, which enlightt'.ns this part of the 
creation, with all the hofl: of pbnetary worlds 
that move about liirn, utterly extinguifl1ed and 
annihilated, they would not be mifi'c:d, more th::m 
a grain of fand upon th e fea fhore . The f"pace 
they poITefs is fo exceedingly little in cornpari/~m 
of the whole, it would fcar.ce make a blank in 
the creation. The chafm would be impercepLible 
to an eye that could take in the whole cornp1ls of 
l)att,1re, and pafs from one end of the creation to 

the other: as it is poffible the re may be foch a 

fenfe in _ourJdves hereafter, or in creatu1es which 
~re at prefe nt more exalted Lhan ourl"elves . vVe 
fee many fiars by thc: help of glaffes , which we do 
no t di {cover with our naked ey s; and the fil1lr 
our telefcopes are, the more fiill are ou r dilco
venes. Huygenitis carries th is thought fo far, 
that ht does not th ink it impoffiblt: th-:re m:1y be 
{brs whofe light has not ytt travelled Jown Lo us 
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frnce tlwir fidl: creation. 
\ 

There 1s no queH:ion 

but the univerfe has certain bounds fet to it; but 

when \.Ve confider that it is the work of infinite 

Power, prompted by infinite goodnefs, with an 

infinite fpace to exert itfelf in, how can our ima

gination fet any Lounds t? it ? 

To return, therefore, to my fidl: thought, I 

could not but look upon my[elf with fecret hor

rnr, as a being that was not worth the frnallt!l 

n:gard of one who haJ iet fo great a work under 

his care and fuperintendency. I was afraid of 

being overlooked ami<lft the irnmeufity of nature, 

an<l loft among that infinite variety of creatures, 

..,,.,·hich in all probability fwarm through all thefe 

iaimeafurable regions of matter. 

In order to recover myfelf from this mortifying 

thought, I co1iJiclered that it took its rife from 

thofe narrow conceptions which we are c1pt to en

tertain of the ciiv~ne nature. We our/elves can-

21ot atrtend to many different objects at the farm: 

tirn.€. If we are car.eful to inipecr fome things, 

we rnufl of coude neglecr others. This imper

frclio n which we oblerve in ou rfel~·es, is an im. 

perfrct ion which eleave:. in lame degree to crea

tu res of the highe[l: op :1cities, as they are crea • 

.ures, that is., beings uf finite and limite~l na

t~res. The prefence of ev<:,ry created being is 

C 3 
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confined to a ce1 tain meafure of fi1:ice, and con
fequently his obfervation is il:inted to a certain 
number of ohjecl-s. The fphere in which we 
move, and acl:, and und er /bnd, is of a wider cir
cumference to one creature than another, accord
ing as we rife one above another in the fcale of 
exi!l:ence. But the wideft of thefe our fpheres has 
its circumference. When, therefore, we reflect 
on the divine nature, we are fo ufed and accuf
tom~d to this imperfecl-ion in ourfelves, that we 
cannot forbe_:u in fome meafure afrribing it to 
him in whom lhere is no fhadow of imperfeetion. 
Our rea!on indeed affures us, that his attribules 
are i11finite: but the poorne!s of our concept io11;; 
is fuch, that it cannot fo1 bear letting bounds to 
t·~ery thing it contemplates, till our reafon comes 
again to our foccour, and throws down all thofr 
little prejudices which rife in us unawares, and 
are nattiral to the mind of man. 

We {hall therefore utterly extingui{h this mP
l;mcholy thought, of our being overlooked by 
our Maker in the multiplicity of his works, and 
the infinity of thole objecl-s among which he foe ms 
to be inceffantly employed, if we confider, in the 
firfl: place, that he is omniprcfent i and in the fr~ 
-,ond, that he is omuifcient. 
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If we confiJerhim in his omniprefence: his being 

pa:Tes through, acluates, and fopports the whole 

fra me of natme. His cres.tion, and ev ery part of 

ir, i~ foll of him. There is nothing he has made-, 

11h;1t is either fo dill:ant, fo little, or fo incon!ider

able which he <loes not effentially inhabit. His 

£ul')fbnce is within the fubfl:ance of every being, 

whether material or immaterial, and as intimate

ly prc:fent to it as that being is to itfelf. It 
woul'd be an imperfeEtion in him, were he able to 

::move out of one place into another, or to draw 

l1imfdf from any thing he has created , or from 

any pz,rt of that fpace which he diffufe<l and fpread 

alm:,c1d to infinity. In {hort, to fpeak of him in 

the language of the old philofophers, be is a being 

wT1o!e antre i.s every where, and his e::ircumforence 

, FJ-o where . 

In the !econd place, he is omni[ciem as well as 

omnipreftnt. His omnifcience indeed necdf.vily 

and naturally flows from his omnipr~lence. He 
camiot but be confciousofevery motion tha~ariJes 

iir:i the whole material wor!J , which he thus ef1:'en

tially pervades; :.nd of every thought that is 

frirr-ing in the iut~llec'tual world, to every part of 

n ·hich be is thus intimately un ited . 

\Vere tbe foul feparate from the body, and ,vith 

om: gb~ce of thought Dto1:ki fbq beyrnu the 
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botmLlS of the creat ion, fhould it for millions of 
years continue its progrefs through infinitt fpace 
with the fame ac1:ivity, it would fi-ill find itfelf 
within the embrace of its Creator, and encom
paffed round with the immenlity of the Godhead. 
While we are in the body, he is not lefs prefent 
with us, bec:rn fe he is concealed from us. " Oh 
that I knew where I might find him! (fays Job.) 
Behold I go forward, but he is not there; and back
ward, but I cannot perceive him: on the left hanJ, 
where he does work, but I cannot behold him: he 
hiE!eth himfelf on the right hand that I cannot 
fee him." In fhort reafon, as well as revelation, 
affures us, th:it he cannot be ab[ent from us, not
withfi-anding he is undifcover J by us. 

In this confider::ition of G od Almighty's omni
prefence and omnifc ience, every uncomfortable 
thought vani{hes. He cannot but regard every 
thing that has-being, efpecially foch of his crea
tures who ftar they are not regarded by him. He 
is privy to all their thoughts , and to that anxiety 
of heart in particular, which is apt to trouble 
them on this occafion; for, as it is impoffible he 
fhoul<l overlook any of his creatures ; fo we rn:i y 
be confident that he regards, with an eye of mercy, 
thofe who endeavour to recommend themfdves to 
his notice, and, in unfeigned humility of heart, 
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thi.nk thernfclves unworthy that he. fhould be 

rnimli·ul of tbern. 

On Piety and Virtue. 

FROM THE SAME. 

IN one of your bte p:ipers, _you had ccc:i!ion t11» 

confider tbe ubitp1ity of the G odhead, and at 

t<b-e fame time to fhew, that as hesis prefent to every 

thi ng, he cannot but be attentive to every thing, 

amt privy to all the modes and parts of i ts exifl:
ence :· or, in other words, th at his omnifcience 

:t1;d onmipre!ence are co-txifl:ent, and run toge ther 

t hro ri gh tbt w-l1ole infinit ud e of fpace. This 

~0:-:fiJe ra tion might forni!11 us with many incen

tiv·es to d evotion, and motives to morality; but 

as this {u1)jPll: has been handled by fever;_il excel-

1ent writers , I {hall con1;dt r it in a light which I 

bv-c:- not ieen i t placed by others . 

F irft, How diicon fo hte is- th~ conditio-n of an 
i.nttl",ccl-n:i.l being who is thu s prefent w ith his 

1faker, but at the fame time receives no extra

t>!d inary benefit or advantage from this his pre

:knct !· 

Sc c: ondly, H iw depiorable is the condition ·cf 
an i.t1tdlec'rnal being, who feels no other effects 
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from this his pref¼nce, but fuch as proceed from 
divine wrath and indignation! 

Thirdly, How happy is the condition of that 
intelletl:ual heing, wbo is frnlible of his Maker's 
prefence, from the frcret effetl:s of his mercy :md 
loving-kindnefs ! 

Firft, How difconfolate is the condition of an 
inte1letl:ua1 being, who is thus prefent with his 
Maker, but at the fame time receives no exu·aor
<linary benefit or advantage from this his prefence ! 
Every particle of matter is atl:nated by this Al
mighty Being which paflts through it. The 
heavens and the earth, the fl:ars and planets move 
and gravitate by virtue of this great principle 
within them. All the dead parts of nature are 
invigorated by the prefence of their Creator, and 
m:..de capable of exerting their ref pecl-i ve qualities. 
The feveral infl:intl:s, in the brute crea tion, do 
likewife operate and work towards the feveral 
ends which are agreeable to t he m, by this divine 
energy. Man only, who does not co-operate 
with his holy fpirit, and is unattentive to his 
preience, receives none of thefe aclvantages from 
it, which are perfective of his nature, and necef
fary to his well-being. The divinity is with 
him, and in him, and every where about him, 
but of no advantage to him. It is the fame thing 



to a man without religion, as if there were no 

God in the world. It is indeed impoffible for ;m 

infinite Being to remove himfelf.frorn any of his 

creatures; but though he cannot withdraw his 

ef!ence from us, which would argue an imperfec

tion in him, he can withdraw from us all the joys 

and confobtions of it. His pre fence may pei haps 

be neceffary to fupport us in our exiftc:nce; but 

lie may leave this our exiftence to itfelf, with re

g :H"d to its happinefs or rnifery. For, in this 

frnfe, he may caft us away from his prefencc, and 

take his holy fpirit from us. This /inglt' confi. 

deration, one would think fufficient to make us 

open our hearts to all thofe infufions of joy and 

gladnefs which are fo near at h:.mcl, and ready to 

be poured in upon us; efpecially when we confi

der, Secondly, the deplorable condition of an in -

tellec\:ual being, who feels no other effcc\:s from 

l1is Maker's prefence, . but foch as proceed from 

<livine wrath and int.!ignation ! 

We may a{fure ourfelves, that the great Au-

1hor of nature will not always be as one who is 

inrlift(rent to any of his -creatures. Thofe who 

will not feel him in his 1ove, will be fore at length 

to feel him in his clifpleafure. And how dre:i.dful 

is the condition of that creature, who is only 

_fen/ible of the being of his C reJ tor l1y wk.lt he 
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foffers from him! He is as e!l'cntial!y pre!er.t ii! 
hell as in heaven; buL the inhabitants of th o!~ 
accurfed pbices behold him only in his wrath, anti 
fhrink within the flames to con::eal them!el Vr'S 
from him. It is not in the flOwer or innginatio 1l 
to conceive the fearful rffecls of Omnipote1i::c iu
cenfed. 

But I !hall only confider the wret-clm1neis of 
an intelleclu::il being, who, in this life, lies under 
the difp!eafnre of him, th:i.t at all times, and iJJ 
all places, is intim3tdy uni ted with him. He is 
able to dirquiet the foul, and nx it in all it, fa_ 
.culties. He can hindtT ;rny of th e gre· tdt co111~ 
forts of life from _refrdhing us, and give an edg_ 
to every one of its llight e.fl: c::ibmities. \Vlw 
tlitn can bear the thuught of bein g an cllt -c11: 
from his preJencc, that is, from the com:·oris of 
it, or of feeling it only in its terrors? lfow 
pathetic is that expoflulation of Job, wht:11 !"(\r 
the real Lrial of his pat iencc, he was nn(!<.: to look 
upon birnli::lf in this deplorab le conclitio1; ! "~Nhy 
h:dl: th ou let me 3S a mark againtt th,·~-, fo that l 
am bc:come a bun.len to myCtlf?" 1>:t, thirdly, 
how happy is the condition of ti1~t intellec1u:d 

, being, who is Jenfible of Iii !\faker's prdcncc 
from the iecret effeEls of his mercy anc.i lov;~w
kinduds ! 



The bleffed in heaven behold him face to face, 

that is, an~ as fenfible of his prefence as we are 

of the preience of any perfon whom we look upon 

with our eyes. There is doubtlefs a faculty in 

fpirits, by which they apprehend one another, as 

om ienfes do material objecl:s; and there is no 

quefl:ion but our fouls, when they are difembocliecl, 

or place<l in glorified bodies, will, by this faculty, 

in whatever part of fpace they re!i<le, be always 

fenlible of the di,·ine prefence . We, who have 

this veil of fl.t:fh fi-an<ling between us and th€ 

"vorld of fpirits, mull: be content to know thr: 

fpirit of Go<l is prefent with us , by the effects 

which be pro<luceth in us . Our outward fenfes 

are too grofs to apprehend him;-we may however 

tafie and fee how gracious he is, by his influence 

upon our minds, by thofe virtuous thoughts 

which he awakens in us, by thofe fecret comforts 

and refreD1ments which he conveys int0 our fouls, 

and by thofe ravifhing joys an.I inw;ird fatisfac

tions which :ire pe1 petually fpringing up, and 

diffu!ing thcmfelves among all the thoughts of 

gooc\ men. He is lodged in our very e!fence, and 

is as a foul within the foul , to irr:-idiate its under

ftanding, recl:ify its will, pmify its p:1r.ions, and 

enliven all the powers of man. How happy there

fort: is an intellcclual being, who, by praytr an<l 

D 
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meditation, by virtue and good works, opens this 
communication between God and his own foul? 
Though the whole creation frowns upon him, and 
all nature looks black upon him, he has his light 
and fi.ipport within him, that are able to cheer 
his mind, and bear him up in the midll: of all 
thofe horrors which encompafs him. He knows 
that his helper is at hand, and is always nearer 
to him than any thing elfe can be, which is cap:i.

b le of annoying or terrifying him. In the midft 
of calumny or contempt, he attends to that Being 
"vlio whifpers better things within his foul, and 
whom he leaks upon as his defender, his glory, 
and the lifter-up of his head. In his deepeft foli
tude and retirement, he knows that he is in com
pany with the greatefl: of beings ; and perceives 
witl1in himfelf fuch real fenfations of his prefence, 
as are more delightful than any thing that can be 
met with in the converfation of his creatures. 
E ven in the hour of death, he confiders the pains 
of his diffolution to be nothing elfe but the break ... 
ing down of that partition which fiand·s betwixt 
his foul and the fight of that being who is always 
prcfent with him, and is about to manifeft itfelf 
to him in folnefs ofjoy. 

If we would be thus happy, and thus fenfible 
of cur Maker's prefence, from the frcret effects 
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of his mercy and goodnefs, we mull: keep fuch a 

watch over all our thoughts, that in the bnguage 

of the fcripture, his foul m;iy have pleafure in us. 

V✓e mu!l: take care not to grieve his holy fpirit, 

and en:.Ieavour to make the meditations of our 

hearts always acceptable in his fight, that he may 

delight thus to re!ideand dwell in us. The light 

of nature could direct Seneca to this doetrine, in 

·a vei-y remarkable pa{fage among his epifiles; 

Sacer in ejl in nobis fpiritus, bonorum malorumque 

czylos et obferrvator; et quemadmodum nos illicm 

traflamtts, ita et ille nos. " There is a holy 

fpirit re!iding in us, who watches and obferves 

both good and evil men, and will treat us after 

the fame manner that we treat him." But I 

fhall conclude this difcourfo with thofe more 

emphatical words in divine revelation; " If a 

man love me, he will keep my words; and my 

father will love him, and we will come unto him, 

.md make our abode with him.,, 
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On the Beljef of God. 

FROM GILPIN. 
·\ WE prove the being of a Go<l, firfl:, from the 

creation of the world. 
The world mufl: h::i.ve been produced either by 

defign, or by chance. No other mode of origin 
.can be fuppofed. Let us fee then with which of 
thefe charaaers it is imprefied. 

The charaaeriftic of the works of defign, is a 
relation of parts, in order to produce an end
The charattei·iftic of the works of chance is juft 
the reverfe.-When we fe.-.: fto r es, an[v.rering each 
other, laid in the form of a regular building, we 
immediately foy, they were put together by dc
fign: but when we fee them thrown about in a 
,diforderly heap, we fay as confidently, they have 
been thrown fo by chance. 

Now, in the world, and all i ts appendages, 
there is plainly this :ippearance of ddign. One 
part relates to another; ::in<l the whole together 
produces an end. The fun, for inftance, is con
mfo:d with the tarth, by warming it into a proper 
heat, for the production of its fruit:;; and fur
~i..Jbing it with rain and d-ew, The earth aga in 



is conneaed with ail the vegetables which it pro

duces, by provi<ling them with proper foils and 

juices for their nourifhment. Thefe again are 

conneaed with animals, by fupplying them with 

food. And the whole together produces the 

great end of fullaining the lives of innumerable 

creatures. 

Nor is defign !hewn only in the grand fabric of 

the world, and all its relative ::ippendages; it is 

equally !hewn in every part. It is feen in every 

·animal, adapted in all its peculiarities to its pro

per mocle of life. It is feen in every vegetable 

furnilhed with parts exac1:Iy fuited to its fituation. 

In the leafi:, as well as in the greatefi:, of nature's 

pro<lucrions, it is every where apparent. The 

little creeper upon the wall, extending its tena

cious fibres, draws nouri{hment from the cran. 

nies of the fi:ones; and flourifhes where no other 

plant could live. 

If then the world, and every part o f it, are 

thus marked with the characters of defign, there 

can be no difficulty in acknowledging the author 

of li.1ch defign-of fuch arn:izing contrivance and • 

variety, to be a being of infinite wifdom aml 

power. We call a man ingenious, who makes 

even a common globe, with all the parts of the 

tarth delineated upon it. Wlrnt !hall we fay 

D3 
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then of the Author of the great original itfelf, in all its grandeur, and furnifhed with all its Vqrious inhabitants? 
The arguments drawn fror).1 the prefervation o~ the world, is indeed rather the lafl: argument advanced a ftep fart her. 
If chance could be fuppofed to produce a regular form, yet it is certainly beyond the higheft dt'.gree of credulity, to fuppofe it could continue this regular ity for any tirne. But we find it bas been continued : we find, that_ near 6000 years have made no change in the order and harmony of the world. The fun's action upon the earth hath ever been regular. The production of trees, plants, and l;ierbs, hath ever been uniform. E:very feed produces now the fame fruit it ever <lid. Every fpecies of animal life is fl:ill the Jame . C;:oul<l chance continue this regular arrangement? Could any thing continue it, but the hand of an om11ipotent God! 

Laft.ly, we fee this great truth, the being of a God, witnefl'cd by the general confent of mankind. This general con!'en:: muft arif'e ejther from tradition, or it mufl: be the refnlt of men's mvn re::ifoning. Upon either fuppofition, it is an :irgument equally (l:rong. If the fir(l fuppofitio~ be a:luwc:d> it will be c.lifhcnlt to ::ffign :my fonrce of 
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this tradition, but God himfelf. If the feconJ, 

it can fcarce be fuppofe<l that all 111:rnkind, in 

difft:rtnt par:.s of the world, fhoulJ agree in the 

belief of a thing, which never exi!teJ. For 

though doubts have arifen concerning this gene

ral belief, yet it is now pretty well arcertained, 

from the accounts of travellers, that no nation 

hath yet been difcovered, among whom fome 

traces of religious worfhip have not been found. 

Be it fo, fays the obje8:or; yet !lill we find 
fin gle pe1 fons,. even in civilized countries, and. 

iorne of them men of enlarged capacities, who 

have not only had their doubts on this fobjecl-, 

but lqave proc~aime~ aloud their c\ifbelief of a 

divine being'. 

We anfwer, that it is more than probable, no 

man's infidelity on this head was ever thoroughly 

fettled. B1d men, rather endeavour to convince 

them!elves, than are really convincc:J,-Bnt even 

on a fuppofition, that a few [uch perfons could 

be founc.l, what is their tefi:imony agai11ft Co great 

a majority as the reft: of mankind? The light 

of the fun is univerfally acknowledged, though 

i t happens th at, uow and then, a man may be 

b !ind. 

But iince, it feerns, there are difficulties in f11p

p0Jing a divine creator and prcf'c1 vcr of t hr: 
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world, what fyfiem of things does the atheit1 
fuppofe attended with fewer? He fees the world 
produced before him. He fees it hath been cre
ated; and is ~1referved. Some account of this 
matter mufi: be given. If ours difpleafe him; let 
us have his. 

The experiment hath been tried. We have 
had many atheiffical c-reeds: none of which hath 
ftood the tett of being banded down with any de
gree of credit i1ito future times. 

The atheift's great argument indeed againll a 
Deity, is levelled at the apparent injuftice of his 
government. It was an objecrion of ancient 
date; and might have had its weight in heathe1i 
times : but it is one of the bleffings, which at
tends chri!tianity, that it fatisfies all our doubts 
on this head; and gives us a rational and eafy 
folution of this poignant objecrion. What if we 
obferve an inaccurate difl:ribution of the things 
of this world? What if virtue be deprtffed and 
V}Ce triumphant? It is nothing, fays the voice 
of religion, to him, who believes thi., life to be 
an inconfiderable part of his being; a point only 
jn the expanre of , ernity; who believes he is 
fent into· this worid, merely to prepare himCelf 
for a better. This world, he knows, is intended 
neither for re-.vard nor puni!hment . Happinefs 
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tmqnefl:ionably attends virtue enn here, and 

mifery, vice: but it is not tMe happinefs of a 

fplendi<l fl:ation, but of a peaceful mind; nor is it 

the mifery of low circumfl:ances, but of a guilty 

confcience. The things of this world are not, in 

their own nature, conne8:ed either with happinefs 

or mifery. . Attended fometimes by one and 

fometimes by the other, they are merely the means 

of trial. One man is tempted with riches, and 

another with poverty ; but God intends neither 

an elevated, nor a depreffe<l fituation, as the ulti

mate completion of his will. 

Befides, if worldly profperity even was the 

indication of God's favour, yet good men may 

have failings and imprudcncies enough about 

th.em to deferve misfortune; and bad men virtues 

which may deferve fuccefs. Why {hould im

prudence, though joined with vir tue, partake of 

its reward ? Or the generous purpofe ihare in the 

runifhment, though conne8:ed wi~h vice? 
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On the Belief of J efus Chrifi.. 

FROM THE SAME. 

A PERSON celebrated as Jefus Chrill: was, we 
may fuppofe, would naturally find a place 

in the profane hiftory of his times; it may not be 
amifs, therefore, to introduce the evidence we 
are about to collecl-, witl1 the tdl:imony of fame 
of the more eminent of the heathen writers, who 
I1ave mentioned him. They will at Ieall: inform 
us, that fuch a perfon lived at the time we affert; 
and that he was the author of a new religion.
I ihall quote only Suetonius, Tacitns, and Pliny. 

Suetonius* tells us, that " the emperor Clau
dius drove all the Jews from Rome, who, at the 
infl:igation of one Chrifl:, were continually making 
difturbances." 

Tacitus t, f peaking of the perfecution of chrif
tians, tells us, " that the author of that name 
was Chrifl:, who was put to death by Pontius Pi
late, in the reign of Tiberius." 

Pliny's t tefl:imony is more large. It is con
tained in a letter, written to the emperor Trajan, 
defiring his in(huaions with regard to chrifl:ians . 

* ln vita Claud. Ceaf. t Lib. 15. :j:Lib, 10, 
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He blames their obftinacy in refu11ng to facrifice 
to the Roman deities-but from their own con
fe!Iion can draw nothing, but that they affemble, 
on a certain day before fun-rife-that they pay 
divine honours to Chri(t as a God-that they bind 
themfelves by a facrament not to fteal, nor to 
commit adultery, nor to deceive-and that, after 
the performance of thefe rites, they join in one 
common meal. Nay, he examined, he fays, two 
of them by torture: yet !till he finds nothing ob
noxious in their behaviour, except their abfurd 
fuperllitions. He thinks, however, the matter 
ihould be enquired into; for chriftianity had 
brought religion into great difufe. The markets 
were crouded with victims; and fcarce a purchafer 
---came near them. 

Thefe writers afford us fufficient teftimony, 
that Jefus -Chrift lived at the time we affert; and 
'that he was the author of a new religion. They 
had opportunities of being well informed; could 
have no intereft in fal!ifying; were no c<mverts 
to the new feet; but talk of Chrifl:, only as they 
would of any fingular perfon, whom they had 
occafion to mention. Their tefl:imony therefore 
is beyond cavil. 

Let us now proceed a ftep farther, and examine 
the fcripture <:vidence of Chrifl:, which proves not 
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vnly his exif1:ence; but that he is our Lord, or 

1he Meffiah-an<l not only that he was the au

thor of a new religion ; but that this religion i1o 
true. 

Among the eye-witneffes of the gofptl miracles, 

·were many learned men, as well as unlearned. 

The former bad opportunity and abilities to exa

mine the works before them; to trace out fraud, 

jf any fuch were latent; and did unquefl:ionably 

receive them with all that circumfpection whid1 

was due to fuch wonderful exhibitions, before 

they embraced the chrifl:ian faith; while the moil: 

jgnorant fpechtor was a competent judge of mat

ter of fa[t; and 1:iany of our Saviour's miracles 

,vere fuch as could not poffibly, from the nature 

of the fat"ts themfelves, be coloured with fnml. 

It had a fl:range (oun<l to the prejudices of man

kinJ, that a crucified malefactor was the faviour 

of the world; and we cannot fuppofe, that any 

m ~rn, much lefs that a multitude of men, would 

embrace fuch a belief without clear conviSion; 

eii)ecially as no worldly adrantage lay on .the fide 

of this belief; and the convert even renounced the 

worlJ, and embraced a life of perfecution.-Let 

.us confider the Jingle miracle of Chrift's refurn:c

tion. J erus had freqnently rnentiomd it before 

hi~ dei th; ;,. ,<l the thing w.is fo far in gtnt'r,il 

3 
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credited, that the fepulchre was feale<l, and an armed 
guard appointed to watch it. We may well fup
pofe, therefore, that his favourers would natural
ly, upon this occafion, reaCon thus: "JeCus hath 
now put his pretenfions upon a fair iffue. He 
hath told us, he will arife from the dead on the 
third day :-here then let us fufpend our judge
ment, and wait the refult. Three days will de
termine whether ht: be an impoftor, or the real 
Meffiah. "-Tt is very natural tu fuppofe, that the 
favourers of J efus would reafon, after his death, 
in a manner lik~ this: and it is beyond credibility, 
that any of them would have continued his difci
ples, had they found him falfifying in this point. 
But we know they did continue his difciples after 
this. We know alfo, that many profelytes, con
vinced by this very event, embraced the chriilian 
religion.-We have all the reafon in the world 
therefore to believe, that they were folly fatisfied. 
His miracles wt::re to them a fufficient proof of 
his pretenlions. All candid men would have ac
quiefced, as they d~d; anJ in their belit:.f we have. 
very {hong foundation for our own. 

) 

Again, with regard to prophecy, we obferve,. 
that the writers of the Old T eftament feem, in 
various parts, to characterize fome: extraordinary 
perfon, who was in the procefs of time, to make his 

E 
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appearance in the world. The marks are pecu= 

liar, and can neither be mifiaken 1101: mifapplied. 

"He was to be born of a,virgin-he was to turn 

the hearts of the difobedi.ent to the wifdom of the 

juft-though dignified with the charafl:er of a 

prince, he was to ,be a man of farrows, and ac

quainted with grief-though defcribed to be with

out fin, he was to be numbered with tranfg1:effors 

-:-his bands and his feet were to be pierced-he 

was to be made an offering for fin-and was never 

to fee corruption.?'-Thefe prophecies were pub

Jilhed niatiy hundred years before tbe birth of 

Cbrift; and had been all along in the hands not 

only of the Jews, but of all men of letters~ The 

Old Tefl:ament had been early tranflated into 

the Greek language; an<l received into the politeft. 

libraries of thofe times. 

With thefe ideas, let us open the New Te/la

ment, and ic is, obvious that no pia:ure can be 

more like its original> than thefe prophecies of 

Chrifi: in one Tefl:ament, are to his hiltory in the 

other. Here v;e fee that extraordinary virgin

birth unravelled.-Here we fee a life [ pent in 

tmning the hearts of the difobedient to tbe wifdom 

of the ju!t-Here we find the prince of his people., 

r:i. man of forrows, and acqt,iainted with grie_f. 

Here we fre th~ Lor<l of righteol1fnefs numbere~ 
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wi.th tranfgre{fon-we fee his hands and his feet 

pierced-we fee him made an offering for fiu

and we fee realized that extraordinary idea of death 

without corruption. 

The prophecy of the dirperfion of the Jew.ifu 

nation is alfo very ancient, being attributed by 

M ofes to the patriarch Jacob. " The fceptre 

Jhall not depart from Judah until Shiloh come." 

VVhatever may be the precife meaning of th(: 

word 'fceptre' in the original; and though it may 

not perhaps properly fi gnify that idea of regal 

power which it conveys to our ears; yet it cer

tainly means Come badge of authority, that im

;plies a formed and fettled government. And as 

to the word ' Shiloh,' all commentators, jewifh as 

well a.s chriftian, explain it to mean the Mefliah. -

The fenfe therefore of the prophecy is plainly 

this; that the Jews fhould continue in the form 

of a fociety, till the tirne of the Meffiah. Ac

-cording! y we find that, foon after Chrifl: '.s death, 

the fceptre did depart from Judah: the Jews 

loft all form of a political fociety; and are a fin

gular inftance of a people fcattered over the whole 

eJrth: pre!erved to this day feparate from all other 

people, an d yet without a fettlement any where~ 

A few def ponding, ignorant mechanics, the dif

ciples of a pafon crucified as a comm011 rnale

E z. 
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facl:or, were all the parade with which this re1i 4 

gion was ufhered into the world; and all the hu
man affiltance which it had to boaft. And yet 
this rdigion> which oppofed the firongefi: preju
dices, and was oppofed by the greatefi: princes, 
made its way in a few years, from a remote cor
ner, through the whole Roman empire. Thus 
was our Saviour's prophecy, in oppufition to all 
human calculation, exattly fulfilled. The leafi: 
of all feeds became a f preading tree: and a church 
was ell:abli!hed, which could not be defiroye<l b,1 
all the powers of hell. 
\ 

On the Belief of the Ho1 y Ghofl:. 

FROM THE SAME, 

WE believe, farther, in" the Holy Ghofi: ;'' 
that is, we believe every thing which the 

Scripture tells us of the Holy Spirit of God. We 
enquire not into the nature of its union with the 
Godhead. We take it for granted, that the 
Fathe1·, the Son, and the Holy Gholt, have follle 
kind of union, and fome kind of difl:incl:ion; be
cau{e both this union and this cli/lincl:ion are 

· plainly pointed out in Scripture; but how they 
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exi!t we enquire not; conclu<ling here, as in other 

points of difficulty, that if a clearer information 

had been neceffary, it would have been afforded. 

\.Vi.th regard to the operations of the Holy 

-~pirit 0f -God, (befiJes which, little more on this 

head is revealed) we believe, that it diretl-e<l the 

apofiles, and enabled them to propagate the gof pd 

-and that it will affi/l: all good mep m the 

confcientious difcharge of a pious life,, 

The Scripture doclrine, wiih regard to the 

all1f1ance we recei:ve from the Holy .Spirit of God1 

(which is the mofl: effential _part of this article) 

is brie.fiy -tbi.;: 

Our be-ft endeavours are infufficient. vVe are 

unprofitable fervants, after all ; and cannot pleafe 

God, unlefs fantl-ifie<l ar.id affifted by his Holy 

Spirit.-At the fame time, we are affored of this 

affifbnce, if we ft, ive to obtain it by fervent 

prayer, and a pious life. If we trnli: in ourfelves, 

we {hall furely fail. If we pretend to trufr in 

God, without doing all we can ourfelves, we !hall 

fail likewile. And if we continue obftinate in 

~mr perverfenefs, we may at length totally inc~~ 

pa~itate ourfelves from being the temples of the 

Holy Gho(L-The Spirit of God co -operates 

then with the e-n.deavours of man. Our endea-

ours are IJecdLry to obtain Goel'~ afEllance . 

:i;; 3 
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/ and the more earnefily thefe endeavours are ex-
erted, the meafure of this grace will of courfe be 
greater. 

But, on the other hand, if thefe endeavours 
1anguirn, the affiltance of Heaven will ldfen in 
proportion ; and if we behave with ob!linate per

·ver1eneis, it will by d l'grees wholly fail. It will 
not always {hive with man ; but will leave him 
a rndancholy prey to his own vicious inclinations. 

As to the manner, in which this fpiritual affift
uncc is conveyeJ, we make no enquiry. We can 
as little comprehend it, as we can the ::1ction of 
our fouls upon our bodies. We are fen!ible that 
our fouls do act upon our bodies ; and it is a be
lief equally confonant to reafon, that the divine 
.influence may act upon our fouls. The adv0cate 
for natural religion neerl not be reminded, that 
among the heathens a divine influence was a re
ceived opinion. The prie!ls of every oracle were 
foppofc•d to be infpired by their gods ; and the 
heroes of antiquity were univcrf.i.lly believed to 
act ·under the influence of a fnpernatural affifl:_ 
ance: by which it was conceived they performed 
actions beyond human _?ower.-This ihews, at 
le;:i.fl:, that there is nothing in this dochine rep\1g
n~nt to reafon. 
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Reljgion the befi and only Support 

in Cafes of real Strefs. 

FROM STERNE. 

THERE are no principles but thofe of reli-

gion, to be depended on in cafes of real 

ftre[s; and thefe are able to encounter the wodl: 

emergencies; and to bear us up under the change~ 

and chances to which our li fe is ifubjeEt, 

Confider then what virtue tbe very firfc prin

ciple of religion lias, an_d how wonderfully iris 

conducive to this end :---: That there is a G od, a 

powerful, a wife, and good Being, who fir(l: made 

the world, and continues to govern it ;-by 
whofe goodnefs all things are deGgned-·ancl by 
whofo providence all things are conduEtecl to bring 

about the greateft and bef1: ends. The forrowfu\ 

and penfive wi:etch that was giving way to his 

misfortunes, and mournfully finking under the1~," 

tbe moment this doctrine comes into his aid, 

lrnlhes all his complaints-and thus (peaks com

fort to bis foul,-" it is the Lord, kt him do 

what fremeth him good. Without his direcl- iorn, 
I know that no evi l can befal me,-without his 

penniilion, that no power can hurt me; it is im-
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poffible a Being fo wife fhould mifi:ake my hap

pinefs-or that a Being fo goo<l iliould contra

dict it. If he has <lenied me riches or other ad

vantages-perhaps he forefees the gratifying my 

wifhes would undo me, and by my own abufe of 

them be perverted to my ruin. If he has denied 

me the requef!: of .chi!dren; or, in his providence, 

has thought fit to take thern from rr,e-how can 

I fay whether he has Hot dealt kindly with me, 

and only taken that a\~ay which he forefaw would 

embitter and fl1orten my days? It does fo to 

thol1fands, where the diJobedience of a th:mklefs 

chi.Id has brought down th parents' grey hairs 

v.irh farrow to the grave. fias he ?ilited me with 

ficknefs, poverty , or, other difappointments?

c:rn J fay , but thde are bleffi ng s ·i~ dif"guife ?-fo 

many different expreffions of his care and concern 

to <lifentangle my thot~ghts from this world, and 

fix them upon a not her-another, a better world 

beyond this!'' This thought opens a new face 

of hope and confolation to the unfortunate :-:=ind, 

3.'5 the perCua/ioro of a Providence, reconciles him 

to the evils he lus fuffered,-this profpecl of a 

future life gives him {hength to delpife them, and 

efl:eem the light affliclions of this life, as they are, 

.no t worthy to b~ com par c.l to what is reftrved fo:: 
bin~ !::,·r after. 
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On Happinefs. 

BY HARRIS. 

ALL men purfue Good, and would be happy, 
if they knew how: not happy for minutes, 

and miferable for hours; but happy, if poffible, 
through every p:irt of their exifl:ence. Either, 
therefore, there is a good of this fieady, du_rable 
kind, or there is none. If none, then all good 
mull: be tranfient and uncertain; and if fo, an ob
ject of the loweft value, which can li tt le deferve 
our attention or enquiry. But if there be a better. 
good, fuch a good as we are Ceeking; like every. 
other thing, it mufl: be derived from Come caufe; 
and that caufo mult be either e:icternal, internal, or, 
mixed ; in as much as, except thefe three, there 
is no other poffibh;. Now a fieady, durable good 

cannot be der ived from an external caufe; by 
reafon, all cierived from externals muft fl.ucluate as 
they flucluate. By the fame rule, not from a 
mixture of t11e two; becaufe the part which is 
external will ·proportionably de/troy its e!fence. 
What then r~m1ins but the caufe internal: the 
very caufewhich we have fuppofed, when we place 
the Sovereign Good in Mind-in Reclitnde of 

.. .:, 
Conducl? , 

I 
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Aftronomy. 

FROM THE TATTLER. 

JN, fair weather, when my heart is cheered, and 
I feel that exaltation of fpi-rits which refults 

from light and w2rmth, joined with a beautiful 
profpecl: of nature, I regard. myfelf as one placed 
by the hand of God in the midft of an ample 
theatre, in ·which the fun, moon, and !tars, the 
fruits alfo and vegetables of the earth, perpetually 
,changing their politions or their alpecl:s, exhibit 
an elegant entertainment to the underftanding as 
well as to the eye. 

Thunder and lie-htnino-, rain and hail, the 
~ 0 ' 

paintecl bow and the glaring comet, are decora-
tions of this mighty theatre; and the fable he
mifphere ftudde<l with fpangles, the blue vault 
at noon, the glorious gildings, and the rich co

lours in the horizon, I look on as fo many foc
ceffive fcenes • 

. When I confider things in -this light, met11inks 
it is a fort of impiety to have no attention to the 
courfe of nature, and the revolutions of the hea

:venly bodies. To be reg:milefs of thofe phreno
mena that are placed within our view, on purpo!e 

-to entertain our faculties, and difplay the .... viii.lorn 
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:tnd power of our Creator, is an affront to Pro

vidence of the fame kind (I hope I was not im-

pious to make foch a fimile) as it would be to a 

good poet to fit out his play wi.thout minding the 

plot or beauties of it. And ytt how few are 

there who attend to the drama of nature, its arti

ficial frrucl:ure, ancl tho[e admirable [cenes where

by the pa!Ii.ons of a philofopher are greatly agi

tateel, ancl his foul .iffecl-ed with the fweet emo

tiqns of joy and furprize. 

How many fox-hunters and rural '[quires am 

to be found all over Great Britain, whv are ig

norant that they have lived all this time in a pla

net; that the ltm i-s feveral thoufand times bigger 

than the eart!•1; and that there are feveral other 

worlds within our view, greater and more glorious 

than our own! " Ay, but, " fays fome illiterate 

fello vv, "I enjoy the world, and leave it to others 

to contemplate it." Yes, you eat and clrink, and· 

run about upon it; that is, you enjoy as a brute; 

but to enjoy, as a rational being, is ·to know it, 

to be [enfible of its greatne[s and be~uty, to be 

delighted with its harmouy, aud by thefe reflec

tions, to obtain juft fentiments of the Almighty 

min<l that framed it. 
The m.,n who, unembarraifed with vulgar 

cares, leiCurely at:ends to the flux ,;f thinis in 
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heaven anJ things in earth, and obferves the laws 
by which they are governed, hath fecured to him
fehf an ea[ y and convenient feat, where he beholds 
with pleafure all that pci!fes on the fl:age of nature, 
while tho[e about him are, fome fall ai1eep, and 
others ltruggling for the highelt places, or turn
ing their eyes from the entertainment prepared by 
J>rovidence, to play at pufh-pin with one another. 

Within this ample circnmference of the worl<l, 
the glorious lights that are hung on high, the 
meteors in the middle region, the various livery 
of the earth, and the profufion of good things that 
difl:inguifh the feafons, yield a pro[pecl which 
annihilates all human grandeur. 

The planetary and terrefirial vVorlds 
comparatively confidered. 

FROM THE SPECTATOR. 

TO us, who dwell on its furface, the earth is 
by far the mofl: extenfive orb that our eyes 

can any where belwlc\: it is alfo clothed with 
verdure, <liltingnifhed by trees, and adorned with 
variety of beautiful decorations; whereas to a 
f pecbtor placec.l on one of the planets, it wears an, 



uniform afpecl:, looks all luminous, and no larger 

than a f pot. To beings who ft.ill dwell at greater 

diflances it entirely dilappears. That wh1ch we 

call alternarely the morning and the evening {hr, 

as in one part of the orbit fhe rides foremofl: in 

the proceffion of night, in the other uihers in and 

anticipates the dawn; is a planetary world, which 

with the four others, tbat fo wonderfully vary 

their myfric dance, are in thtmfelves dark bodies, 

;md iliine only by reflecl:ion; have fields, and feas 1 

and {kies of their own, are furnifhed with all ac

commodations for animal fobftfl:ence, and are fop

pofed to be the abodes of intellectuallife; all which, 

together witb our earthly habitation, are depend

ent on that grand di[penfer of divine munificence, 

the fun ; receive their ligl;t from the difl:ribution. 

of his rays, and <ler.ive their comfort from his 

benign agen(::y. 

The fon wbich feems to perform its daily 

fhtges through the fky, is i-n this refpec1 fixed and 

immovi::able: it is the great axle of heaven, about 
I 

which the globe v.1e inhabit, and other more fpa-

cious orbs, wheel their ftated courfes. The fun., 

though feemingly frnaller than the dial it illumi

nates, is abundantly larger than this whole earth, 

on which fo many lofty mountains rife, and fuch 

-ra!l oceans roll, A line ex.tending from fide Lo 

[,' 
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fide through the centre of that ref plendent oi·h, 
would meature more than eight hundred tho1.1fa:-id 
miles: a girdle formed to go round its circumfer
ence, would require a length of millions. ~,Yerc 
its folid contents to be· eHimateci, the account 
would overwhelm our underltand ing, and he -al
moll: beyond the power of language to expn:(~. 
Are we fl:artled at thefe reports of philofopby? 
Are we ready to cry out in a tranlirnrt of for
prife, " How mighty is the Being who kindled 
fuch a prodigious fire , and keeps alive, from age 
to age fuch an enormous mars of :fhme ! " let us 
attend our philofophic guides, and we {hall be 
brought acqu:1inted with [peculations more en-, 
larged and more enfl.arning. 

Th·is Cun, with. all its attendant planets is but 
a very little part of the grand machine -0f the 
univerfe; ev·cry {l:ar, though in appearance no 
bigger than the diamond that glitters •upon ~, 
lady's ring, is really a vafi globe, Eke the fun in 
fize and in glory; no lefs fpacious, no lefs h1m:i
uous, than tlie radiant fource of the day: fo that 
every CT::ir is not barely a world, but the centt·e of 
a magnificent fyfl:em; has a retinue of worlJ. 7 
irradiated by, its beams, and revolvi[lg round it~ 
attractive influence, all which are loft to -0ur fight 
in unmeafurable wile.ls of ether. That the !l:ar. 

3 
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;; i•pt3l' iike Jo many diminutive and fcarce dif

·.~1gni!11able points, is owing to their immenfc:: and 

11.~on ceivable diftance. Immenfe and inconceiv

;;h;e- in.deed it is, fincc: a ball, {hot from the 

h lde<l cai.non, and flying with unabated rapidity, 

rndt travel at this impetuous rate almoft foven 

hnndred thoufand years, before it could reach the 

.~are!t: of thcfe .twinkling luminaries. 

vVhile beholding this vafi: exp;;rnfe, I learn my 

e.rN11 extreme meannefs, I would alfo difcover the 

~bjecl littlenefs of all terrefi:rial things. What 

fa the earth with all her ofl:entatious fcenes, com

r,arecl with this afi:oni{hing grand furniLure of 

ht: fkies, \,Vhat but a c.\im fpeck, hardly pei-

.ceivable in the map of the univerfe? It is ob

terved by a very judicious writer, that if the fun 

fuimi~Jf, whid1 enlightens this part of the crea

r;on,. was e;{ tinguifhed, and all the hofts of pla
!Jetafy worlds, which move about him, were an

l'lihilated , they wonld not be rnifl~<l by an eye 

that can take in the whole cornpafs of nature, 

.-i1y rnore tlnn a grai11 of fanJ upon th e Jea -01ore. 

-:- he bulk of which they ccnli{t, and the {j)acc: 

wliic h they occupy, is fo excct'<ling!y li ttle in 

cornparilim of the whole, that their lo[s wou]J 

1"' :,vc fc:11 ce a blank in the iinmenlity of G od's 

·;orks. If then, not oti'r globe only, but thin 

F 2 
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whole fy!lem, be fo very diminutive, what is q. 
kingdom or a county? What are a few lordfhips, 
or the fo much aclrnired patrimonies of tho(e who 
are fl:iled wealthy ? When I meafure them witlt 
my own little pittance, they fwel l into proud and 
bloated dimenfions: but when I take the univerfe 
for my fiandard, how fcanty is their fize 1 how 
contemptible their figure! they Quink intQ 
pompous nothing~ . 

On delightful Senfations,. 

BY SEED. ,,rE are affected with delightful fenfations, 
when we fee tbe inanimate parts of the crea

tion, the meadows, flowt>n:, and trees, in a flouri/11-
ing CT-ate. There muft be fome rooted melancholy 
at the heart , when all nature appears fmiling about 
us, to hinder us from correfponding with the reft 
of the creation, anJ joining in the uni verfal 
chorus of joy. But if meadows and trees in 

I 
their cheerful verdure, if flowers in th eir bloom, 
and all the vegetable parts of the creation in their 
mofi: advantageous drels, can inlpire gladnefs into 
the heart, and drive away all fadnel's but defpair, 



to frz the rational c:-e'.cl.t ion happy and fiouri{hi11g, 

ough, to g\ve us a p!eafore as much fuperior, .is 

•lie htter is to the fvnntr in the fc~le of bt'ings. 

}jut the pleafure is l}i]J be~ghtened , if we ourlelves 

t 1;,·e been inftrurm•nt,d in contrilmting to the 

Irappinefs of om fellow-creatmes, if we have 

l}elped to raife a hean drooping brne:~th the 

weight of grief, and revived th.at barren and dry 

L-imd) where no water was , with nJ1dhinc- ihowers 
. 

0 

cf l!:H/e and kindntfs. ' 

Art 0f Plc:1:fing. 

BY CHESTERFIELD , 

rf1HE means of ple:,ftng vary according tc tim:-, 

·-1..... place and perfon; but the ~eneral rule is 

..-hr trite one. Endeavour to plea!e, and you wil~ 

~l1l'fallibly pleafe .to a certain degree: con!lantly 

£hew ;1 clcfo-e to pleafe, ancl you will engage peo

pte·s [df-love in your intereft; a mof!: powerful 

:.-d voe:atc . This , as i;1deed almoft eyery-thin~ 

tll~, depends on attention. 

Be therefore attentive to the mCJft trifling thiog 

that pa-ffes where you are; have, ;;is the vulgar. 

pfarafc is,. your eyes anci yom e;irs ;,Jways a~m.i_t 

F 3 
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you. It is a very fooli01, though a very com
men faying, "I really did not mind it," or," I 
was thiokingof quite another thing at that time." 
The proper an!'vver to foch ingenious excufes , and 
which admits of no repl y, is, '\iVhy di<l you not 
mind it, you was .pre len t when it was fai<l 01· 
done. Oh! but you may fay, you was thinking 
of quite another thing: if fo, why was yon not 
~n quite another place proper for that important 
oth_e r thing, which you fay yo u was thinking of? 
~ut you will fay, perhaps, that the company was 
fo filly, that it did no t defen,e your attention; 
t ba t, I am [ure, is the fa:•ing of a fiily m a1~; fo;· 
a man of fenfo knows t ha t there is no con1pany lo 
f,i JJy, that fome u fe may not be made of i t by 
attention. 

Ltt your addrefs , when you firfl: come into 
company, be moddt, bue without the Jeafl: bafh
fulnefa or fheepifhne[s: fteacly, without impu
d ence: and unembarraffed, as if you were in your 
own room. This is a difficult point to hit; ar.d. 
therefo re deferves ;rent attenriori ; nothing but a 
long ufage in the world, and in th e befi: company, 
can poffibly give i~. 

~lw:1 ys look people in the fa ce when you fper1k 
to them; the not doing i t , is thought to imply 
wnfcious gu;lt ; befidc:s that, you lofr the ad van-
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tag<! of obferving by their countenances, wlµt 

imprefJibn s yourdi[courfe makes upon them. In 

orcJer to know people's real fentiments, I tndl: 

much more t~ my eyes tban to my ears; f0r they 

can fay whatever Lh~y have a mind I 01onld hear; 

bnt they can fel,dom help looking what they have 

no intention that I ihoul<l know. 

A Portrait of Mankind. 

BY STERNE. 

~J ANITY bids all her ions to Ge generous and 

\ brave,-and her daughters to be chafte and 

courteous.~But why do vve want her i,nfirnB:ious? 

-Afk the comedian, who is taught a part he feels 

not.-

Is it that the principles of religion want 

fl:rengtb, or that the real pafficn for what is good 

and worthy will not carry us high eno11gh ?-

God! thou knowefl: they carry us too high-we 

want not to be-but to Jeem.-

Look out of your dcor,-take notice of that 

man: fee what <li{quieting, inrrigui11g~ and {hift

i1:g, he is content to go throu p;h, merely to be 

tb,Jugb t a m.in of plain-draling :-three grai-ns of 
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honelly would fave him all this trouble :~alas! 
he has them not.-

Behold a fecon<l, under a ihew of piety hiding 
the impurities of a debauched life :-he is juH: 
entering the houfe of God :-would he was rno1 e 
})llre-or lefs pious !-but thell he could not gain 
I1is point. -

Obierve a third going almofi in the fame track, 
with what a1'. inflexible fancl:ity of deportment he 
{µ!l.ains hirn[elf as he adv.i.nces !-every line in his 
face writes abflinence ;-every {hide looks like a 
check upon bis deli.res: fee, I befeech you, how 
he is cloaked up with ferrnons, prayers, and 
facraments; and [o bemuftkd with the external& 
of religion, \11at he has not a hand to [ pare for a. 
worldly purpofe ;-he has armour at ~eaft-Why 
does he put it on ? Is there no ferving God 
without all this ? Muft the garb of religion be 
extended fo wide to the danger of its rending? 
Yes, truly, or it will not hide the fecret-and,_ 
What is that ? 

-That the faint has no rel :gion at all. 
-But here comes GENEROSITY; giving-

not to a decayed artifl:-but to the arts and fciences 
themfelves.-See,-he builds not a chamber in the 
wall apart for the prophets; but whole [::hools 
-and colleges for tlio fe who come after, Lord 1 
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how they will magnify his name1-'tis in capitals 

aJread y; the fir ft-the highefc, in the gil<led-roll 

of every bofpital and afy lum-

011e honeft tear fhed in privale over the unfor

P,ate, is worth it all. 

What a problematic [et of creatures does Gm1.1-

fation make us! Who would divine that all the 

anxiety and concern fo vifible in the airs of one 

h;:ilf of that great a!fonbly !hould arife from 

pothing elfe, but that the other half of it may 

think them to b~ men of confequence, penetra

tion,. parts, l'lnd condlfct ?-vVhat a noife arnong/1 

t.he claimants about it? 1,3eholJ humility, ont 

of mere pride-anµ honell:y almoft out of knavery: 

-Chafi-i ty, never once in harms W'?!Y ;-and cou

rage, like a Spanifh foldier upon an Italian ftage 

-a bladder full of wind.-

Hark! that, the found of that trumpet,-let 

not my foldier · run,-'tis fome good Chriftian 

giving alms. 0 PITY, thou gentleft of hurm1q 

paliiom ! foft and tender are thy notes, all<l ii~ 
~~ord they with fo loud an in!hument. 
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Libertinifm-a Caveat againfi it. 
FROM THE MANNERS OF THE GREAT, 

THERE is no error more COl}1mon, or more 
dangerous, than the notion that an unrc

firained indulgence of 3ppet-ite is generally at
tended with a liberal, humane, and merciful tem
per. Nor is there any opinion more falfe and 
more fatal, or which demands to be more fl:eadily
controver ted , than that . libertini/in and good
nature are natural and nece!fary affociates. F'or 
after all that corrupt poets, and more corrupt 
philofophers, have told us of the bl and ifhments 
cf pleafore, and of its tendency to foften the 
temper, and h'umanize the affections, it is certain, 
that nothing harden:; the heart like exceffivc and 
unbound ec.1 luxury; anc.1 he who refufc:s the fewe/l: 
gratifications to bis own voluptuoufnefs, will 
generally be found the leaft fufceptihle of tender-
11els for the wants cf others. The cruelties at 
Rome bore an exacl: proportion to the cliffolute
nefs at 9 apre:.ie. And it is not lefs notorious, 
tliat th~ Imperial fiddler became more harbaro~s, 
as he grew more profligate. " Prof perity," fays 
the Arabian proverb, " fills the heart till it -
makes it har<l;" and the mofl: dangerous pits and 
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fmires for human virtues are thofe, which are fo 

covtred over wi:h the flowers of pro1pe1ous for. 

t·une, t:-iat it requires a cautious foot, and a vi

gila!-1t eye, to e.·cape them. 

On Pleaf ure. 

FROM THE SAME. 

PLEASURE, like an over-fed lamp, ~s extin-

guilhed by the excels of its own aliment •. 

But the lo.vers of pleafi1re are not always prudent, 

even upon their own principles; for I am per

fuaded that the world would afford much m6re 

real fatisfacl:ion than it does, ifwe did not prefs, 

and torture, and ftrain it, to yield what it does 

not contain: much good, and much pleafure, it 

does liberally beftow ; but no labour nor art, can 

extract from it that elixir of peace, that divine 

effence of content, which it is not in its nature 

to produce. There is good fenfe in fea,;ching 

in to every bleffing for its HIDDEN properties ; but 

it is folly to ran fa ck and plunder it for fuch as the 

experience of all ages tells us are FOREIGN to it. 

W e exhaull: the world of its pleafures, and then 

lament th;;1t it is empty; we wiir,g thofe ple<lfores 
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to the ve1·y dregs , and then complain that they 
are vapid • 

Whatever ind-il'.pofes the mind for the duty of 
any particular feafon , though it afrumes ever fo 
innocent a form, cannot be perfecl:ly right. If 
the hea1~t be laid open to the incurfion of vain 
imaginations, and wor!Jly thoughts, it matters 
little by what gate the enemy entered. If the 
effect be injurious, the cau!e ~annot be quite 
harmlefs. It is the perfidious property of certain 
pleafures, that, though they frem not to ha-ve 
the fmalleCT: harm in thernldves, they impercepti
bly indifpofe the mind to every thing that i ' 

good. 

Polite Converfation defeRive .. 

FRO).11 THE SAME. 

IT is, perhaps, one of the mofi: alarming fyrnp-
toms of the degeneracy bf morals in the pre

fent clay, that the difl:inEl:ions of right and wrong 
are almoit iwept away in polite converfation. 
The moft ferious offences are often named with 

. cool indifference; the mo!t fhameful proflig:icy 
wi.th affected ten<lernefs and indulgent tolerati.on. 
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The fubftitution of the word gallantry for that 

crime which fi:abs dornefi:ic happinefs and conjugal 

virtue, is one of the mofl dangerous of all the 

modern abufes of language. Atrocious deeds 

ihould never be called by gentle names. Tbis 

mufl: certainly contribute, more than any thing, 

to diminifh the horror of vice in the riGng gen e

ration. That our paffions !hould be too ofte1il 

engaged on the fide of error, ·we may look for the 

caufe, though not for the vindication, in the un

refiCT:ed propenfities of our confl:itution: but tha.t 

our reafon !hould ever be employed in its favour, 

that our coJ2Cverfation !hould ever be taught to 

palliate it, that our judgment !hou]J ever look 

on it with indifference, has no fhadow of excuf~: 

becaufe this can pretend to no foundation in na

ture, no apology in temp.talion, no palliative in 

p afiion. 

Benevolence not to be difcouraged, 

FROM THE SAME. 

NOTHING more benumbs the exertions of 

ardent youthful virtue, than the crnel foeer 

which 'worldly prudence befl:ows on aclive _iood

G 
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nefs ; and the cool cleri/ion it exprelfes at the defeat 
of a benevolent fcheme, of which malice, rather" 
than penetration, bad forefeen the failure. Ala.5 ! 
there is little need of any fuch difcouragements. 
The world is a climate 'which too naturally chills 
a glowing generofity, and contracl:s an expanded 
heart. The zeal of the more fanguine is but too 
apt to cool, and the activity of the. moft diligent, 
to Oacken of i tftlf: and the difappointments which 
·Benevolence encounters in the failure of her heft
concerted projecl:s, and the frequent depravity of 
the moft chofen objecl:s of her bounty, would foon 
dry up the ampleft iheams of charity, were they 
not fed by the living fountain of religious prin
ciple. 

I cannot di[ mifs this part of my fubjeR with
out animadverting ori the two prompt alacrity, 
even of worthy people, to diffeminate, in public 
and general converfation, infl:ances of their unfuc
cefsfol attempts to do good. I never hear a 
charity fl:ory begun to be related in a mixed com
pany, that I do not tremble for the catalhophe, 
left it ihould exhibit fome mortifying difappoint
ment, which may deter the inexperienced from 
running any generous hazards, and excite harfh 
fofpicions, at an age, when it is lefs di010nour
~ble to meet with a few cafual hurts, and tranfient 
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injuries, than to go cafed in the cumberfome and 

impenetrable armour of difirnft. The liberal 

fuould be particularly cautious how they furnifh 

the avaricious with creditable pretences for faving 

their money, as all the inftances of the mortifica

tion of the humane are added to the arrnoury of 

the covetous man's arguments, and produced, as 

defenfive weapons, upon every freih attack on his 

heart or his purfe, 

He who is once convinced that he is to affift his 

fellow-creatures, becaufe it is the will of God, 

and one of the conditions of obtaining his favour, 

will foon get above all uneafinefs when the con

fequence does not anf wer his expectation. H~ 

will foon become only anxions to <lo his duty, 

committing events to higher hands. Difappoint

ments will then only ierve to refine his motives, 

and purify his virtue. His charity will then be

come a facrifice lefs unworthy of the altar on 

which it is offered. His affections will be more 

fpiritualized, and his devotions more intenfe. 

Nothing iliort of foch a courageous piety can pre

ferve a heart hackneyed in the world from relaxed 
diligence, or criminal def pair. 

G 2, 
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On the Immortality of the 
Soul, &c. 

BY GILPIN. 

THIS article prefomes our belief in the im
mortality of the foul. 

What that principle of life is, which we call 
the foul; how it is diilinguifhed· from mere animal 
life; how it is connected with the body; and in 
what fl:ate it fub{ifts, when its bodily functions 
ceafe; are among thofe indiffoluble queftions, 
with which nature every where abounds. But 
notwi1:hftanding the difficulties, which attend the 
di[cuffion of thefe quefiions, the truth itfelf hath 

, in all ages of the world been the popular creed. 
Men believed thtir fouls were immortal from their 
own feelings, fo impreffed with an expectation of 
immortality--,.from obferving the progreffive ftate 
of the foul, capable, even after the body had at
tained its foll fl:rength, of !till higher improve
ments both in knowledge, and in habits of virtue 
,-from the analogy of all nature, dying am! re
viving in every pa1t-from their !ituation here fo 
apparently incomplete in itfelf; and from variety 
i0f othet topics, which tpe reafon of man was 
able to foggefr .-But though na~ure could ob-
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fcurely fuggeft this great truth; yet Chrifl:ianity 

alone threw a clear light upon it, and impreffed 

it with a full degree of conviction upon our 

minds. 

But the article before us proceeds a frep far

ther. It not only implies the irnmonality of the 

foul, hut afferts the refurreclion of the body.

Nor was this doctrine whully new to nature. In 

its conceptions of a future life, we always find 

the foul in an imbodied itate. It was airy in

deed, and bloodlefs; but fiill it had the parts 

of a human body, and could perform all its ope--. 

rations. 

In the[e particulars the Scripture does not gra

tify our curio!ity. Fr~rn various ·paffages we are 

led to believe, that the body ilia!] certainly rife 

again: but in what manner, or of what fubfrance-, 

we pretend not to examine. We learn, "that it 

is fown in corruption, and rai[ed in incorruption; 

that it is fown in difl1ononr, and rai[ed in glory ;. 

that it is fown a natural body, and raifed a fpi-

ritu::i.l body:" from all which we gather, that 

wb:itever famenefs our bodies may have, they 

will hereafter take a more fpiritu:ilize<l nature: 

and will not be fubjecl: to thofe infirmities, to . 

which they were fubjecl: on earth. Fa,.-ther on 

this head, it behoves us not to enquire. 

G3 
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In/kid, therefore, of entering into any metaphy
jicial <lifquifitions of identity, or.any other cu
rious points in which this derp fobjtcl might 
engage us, all which as they are founded upon 
µncertainty, mu!t end in doubt, it is better to 
draw this doclrine, as well as all others, into 
praclical ufe; and the ufe we ought to make of it 
is, tq pay that regard to our bodies which is due 
to them-not vain! y tq adorn-not luxurioufly to 
pamper them; but to keep them as much as pof
iibl~ fr9rn the pollutions of th~ world; and to lay 
them down in the grave unde{~led, there to be 
iea led up in expeclation of a blelfed ~·eforreclion~ 

On the Laft J udgmento 

FROM THE SAME. 

Tars article contains the moft ferious truth, 
tb;:it ever,vas revealed to mankiu<l. In part 

it was an article of the heathen creed. To unen
lightene<l nature it feemcd probable, that, as we 
had reafon given us for a guide, we fi1oul<l here
after he accountable for its abufe: and the poets, 
who were the prnplit:ts of early days, and dur!l 
deliver thofe tr:.,nhs under the veil of fable, vvhicr~ 



the philofopher kept more to himfelf, give m 

many traits of the popular belief on this fuhjeEl:"'• 

But the goCpel alone threw a full light upon this 

awful truth. 

In examining this great article, the curiofity of 

human nature, ever delighting to explore unbeaten 

regions, hath often been tempted beyond its li

mits, into fruitlefs enquiries; fcrutinizing the 

time of this event; and fettling, with vain pre

ci/ion, the circumfiauces of it. All curiofity of 

this kind is idle at leaft, if not prefumptuous. 

When the Almighty hath thrown a veil over any 

part of his diJpeufations, it is the folly of man to 

endeavonr to <lraw it afide. 

Let us then leave all fruitl cfs enquiries about 

tb.is great event; and employ our ~houghts chiefly 

upon fuch circumll:ances of it as mofl: concern ns. 

-1:,et u s animate our hopes with the foothing 

1efle8:ion, tha t we have our fentence, in a manmT, 

in our own power,-that the f<\me gracious gofpel 

w hich direEl:s our lives, {hall <lireEl: the judgment 

we receive,-that the fame gracious perfon !hall 

be our judge, who died for our fins7"""and that his 

goo<lnefs , we are affun:d, will frill operate toward:; 

us; and make the kind ~fi: allowances for aU ot1r 

iufirmi ties . 

* See particular}y the 61h !look of Virgil'! E::n, 
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But lefl: our hopes thoulJ be too buoyant, let 
us confider, on the other hand, what an awful 
detail again!t us will then appear. The fubjecl: of 
that grand enquiry v;iJl be all our tranfgreffions of 
kllown duty-all our omiHions of knowing better 
-our frcret intentions-our indulged e,·il 
thoughts-the bad motives which often accom
pany our mofl: plau!1ble actions-and, we are told, 
even our idle words.-11 He that hath ears to 
l1ear, let him liear."-Then !hall it be known, 
whether we have anfwered the great ends of lifr? 
-Whether we have made this world fubfervicnt 
to a better ?-Whether we have prepared ourfelves 
for a fiate of happinefs in heaven, by endeavour
ing to communicate happinefs to our fellow-crea
tures upon earth? Whether we have refirained 
our rippetites and paffions; and reduced them 
within the bounds of reafon and religion? Or, 
whether we have given oudi:lves up to pltafure, 
gain; or ambition; antl formed fuch attachments 
to this world, as fit us for nothing elfe; and leave 
us no hopes either of gaining, or of enjoying a 
better? It will be happy for us, if on all thde 
heads of enq.uiry, we can anfwer without djfn13y. 
-Worltlly difi:inetions, we know, will then be of 
110 avail. The proutldt of them will be then con
founded, " Naked came we into the wodd i and 



maked mufl: we return." We can carry nothing 

beyond the grave, but our virtues, and our vices. 

I fuall conclu-de what hath Geen fai<l on the lall: 

judgment with a collection of paffages on this 

head from Scripture ; where only our ideas of it 

can be obtained. And though moll: of thefe 

paffages are figurative; yet as figures are intended 

to illufl:rate realities, and are indeed the only il

luflrations of which this fubject is capable, we 

may take it for granted, that thefe figurative ex

preffions are intended to convey a juil: idea of the 

truth.-With a view to make the tnore i1;npreffion 

upon you, I fuall place thefe paffages in a regular 

feries, though colleEtecl from varrous par.ts. . 

" The Lord bimfelf {hall deCcend from heaven 

with his holy angels-The trumpet ihall found; 

and all .that are in the grave iha!L hear his voice, 

and come forth-,-Then fhall he fit upon the throne 

of his glory; and all nations ihall be gathered 

before him-the books fl1all be opened ; and men 

fhall be judged according to their works.-They 

who have finned without law, fhall perifu, (th~t 

is, be judged) without law; and they who have 

finned in the law, !hall be judged by the law.

Unto whomfoever much is given, of him {hall be 

much required.-Then fuall he fay to them on 

his right ,hand, Come, ye bldfed, inherit the 
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kingdom pre}Jard for you. And to them on hi~ 
lert, lJapart from me, ye curfed, into everlafting 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels.-Then 
fhall the righteous fhine forth in the prefence of 
their father; while the wicked fhall go into ever
]afling punifhment; there thall be wailing and 
gna{hing of teeth.-What manner of ptrfons 
ought we then to be in all holy converfation and 
godfoiefs? looking for, and haftening unto, the 
<lay of our Lord ; when the heavens being on fi:·e, 
{hall be diifolve<l, and the elements fhall melt 
,,,ith f e1 vent heat .-Wherefore> beloved, feeing 
that we look for fuch tbings, let us be diligent, 
that we may be found. of him in peace, with
out fpot, and blumelefs; that each of us may 
receive that bleffecl fentence, " Well done, . thou 
~ood and faithful ferv ant: thou haft been faith
iul over a little, enter thou into the joy of thy 
1.ord." 



A future State of RewarJs and 

Puniiliments. 

FROM THE SAME. 

THIS article is nearly related to that on the 

immortality of the foul, and is involved in 

the fame ohfcurity. In what the reward of the 

virtuous will confill, after death, our rertton gives 

us no information. Conjecl:ure indeed it will, in 

a matter which fo nearly concerns us; and it hath 

conjectured in all ages: but information it hath 

none, except from the word of Go<l ; anJ even 

there, our limited capacities can receive it only 

in general and figurative expreffions. We are 

told, " there will then reign fulnefs of joy, and 

pleafures for evermore-that the righteous fhaU 

have an inheritance incorruptible, _ undefiled, that 

fadeth not away-wher~ they fhall !him: forth, ·as 

the fon, in the prefence of their father-where 

error, and fin, and mifery !hall be no more-where 

ihall be aJfembled an innumer able company of 

angels, the general a!lembly of the church, the 

fpirits of jufl: men made perfeEt,-that they fhall 

neither hunger, nor thirfi: any more-that all tea.rs 

fuall be wiped from their eyes-that there fhal~ 

be neither death, nor fwrow, nor pain." 
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From thefe, and fuch expreHions as thefe1 
though · ~e cannot collec':l the entire nature of a 
future ftate of liappinefs, yet we can eafily gather 
a few circumfi:ances, which muft of courfe attend 
it; as, that it will be very great-that it will 
]aft for ever-that it will be of a nature entirely 
different from the happinefs of this world-that, 
as in this world, our paffions and appetites pre
vail; in the next, reafon afl<l virt~e will have the 
fuperiority-" hunger and thirft, tears and for
.row," we read, "will be no more"-that is, all 
uneafy paffions ai:1d appetites will then be anni
hilated-all vain fears will be then removed-all 
anxious and intruding cares-and we fball feel 
ourfelves complete and perfect; and our happinefs, 

· not <lepenclent, as here, upon a thoufand preca
rious cirrnmftances, both withi,n and without 
ourfelves, but confiftent , uniform, and fiable. 

On the other hand, we pretend not to enquire 
in what the punilhment of the wicked con/ifl:s. 
·In the Scripture we find many exprdfions, from 
which we gather that it will be very great. It 

-is there called, " an everlafiing fire, prepa-red for 
the devil and his angels-where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is never quenched-where iliall 
be weeping, ·an<l gnaD1ing of teeth-where the 
wickt:d ihould drink of the wrath of God, poured 
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without mixture into the cup of his indignation 

-where they 1hall have no reft neither by <lay nor 

night.,. 

Though it becomes us certainly to put our 

interpretations with the greateft caution an<l hu

mility upon fuch pa!fages as the[e: yet " the 

worm that never dieth," and " the fire that is 

never quenched," are fl:rong expreffions, and 

hardly to be evaded by any refinements of verbal 

critici!in, Let the deift brave! y argue down his, 

fears, by demonftrating the abfurdity of confom

ing a ipirit in mattrial fire. Let him fully ex

plain the nature of future punifhment ; and con

vince us, that where it cannot reform, it mufi: be 

unjufL-But let us, with more modefly, lay our 

hands humbly upon our breafts, confefs our igno

r ance; revere the appointments of God, whatever 

they may be; and prepare to mee_t them with holy 

hope, and trembling joy, and awful fubmiffion to 

his righteous witt. 
To the unenlightened heathen the eternity of 

future punifhments appeared no fuch unreafonable 

doctrine. Their ftate of the damned was of 1::tr.r

nal duration. A vulture for ever tore thofe en.

trails, which were for ever renewed*. 

• -Sede~, retemumque f(;4.~bit 
lnfel.ix Thefc115. iEn, vi . 616, 

H 
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Of one thing, however, we may be well allured 
(which may fet us entirely at ref!: in all our en
quiries on this deep fubjea,) that every thing 
will, in the end be right-that a juft and merci~ 
fol G0d muft aa agreeably to juftice and mercy 
-and that the firft of thefe attributes will moft 
alfuredly be tempered with the latter. 

From the doarine of future rewards 'and punilh
ments1 the great and mofl: convincing praclicaJ 
truth which arifes, is, that we cannot exert too 
much pains in qualifying ourfelves for the hap
pinefs of a future world. As this happinefs will 
la{l: for ever, how beneficial will be the exchange 
-this world, " which is but for a moment, for 
that everlafting weight of glory which fadeth not 
away!" 

Vice, on the other hand, receives the greatefi: 
difcouragement from this doclrine, as every fio 
we commit in this wcrld may be confidercd as 
an addition to an everlafting account in the next. 
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On Intemperance in Drinking. 

, BY DEAN BOLTON, 

THE arguments againft drunkennefs, which 

the common reafon of mankind foggefl:s, are 

thefe-

The contemptible figure which it gives us: 

The hinderance it is to any confidence being re

pofed in us, fo far as our fecrecy is concerned: 

The dangerous ad vantage which it affords the 

crafty and the knavifl1 over us : 

The bad effeas which it hath on our health: 

The prejudice which our minds recei\·e from it: 

Its difPofing us to many crimes, and preparing 

us for the greatejl. 

The contempihle figure, which drunkennefs 

gives us, is no weak argument for avoiding it. 

Every reader has found the Spartans mentioned, 

as inculcating fobriety on their children, by ex

poling to th~ir notice the behaviocr of their fiaves 

in a drunken fit. They thought, that were they 

to apply wholly to the reafon of the youths, it 

might be to little purpofe: as the force of the 

arguments, which they ufed, might not be fuffi

ciently apprehended, or the imprdlion thereof 

might be foon effaced: but wben they made them 

Hz 
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frequently eye-witne!fes of all the madnefs and 
abfurdities, and at length the perfea fenfeleffnefs, 
which the immoderate draught occafioned; the 
idea of the ,vile change would be fo fixed in the 
minds of its beholders, as to render them utterly 
averfe to its caufe. 

And may we not jufily conclude it to be from 
hence, that the offspring of the perfons who are 
accufi:omecl thus to difguife themfelves, often 
prove remarkably fober? They avoid, in their 
riper years, their parents crime, from the detefi:. 
ation of it, which they contraaed in their earlier. 
As to moll: other vices, their debafing circum. 
ftances are not fully known to us till we have 
attained a maturity of age, nor c:m be then, till 
they have been duly attended to: but in our very 
childhood, ;it our firft beholding the effeets of 
drunkennefs, we are ft ruck with afloni!hment, 
that a reafonable being !hould be thus chimged
fhould be induced to make himfelf fuch :..n object 
of contempt and fcorn. And, indeed, we mull: 
'have the man in the utmo.ft contempt whom we 
hear and fee in his progrefs to excefs; at firfr, 
tcazing you with his contentioufnefs or imperti
nence-mifiaking your meaning and hardly know
ing his own-then, faultering in his f peech-un. 

· ablt: to got hrough an entire fentence-his hand 
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·trembling-his eyes fwimming-hi$ legs too 

feeble to fupport him; till, at length, you only 

know the human creature by his fhape. 

I cannot but add, that were one of any fenfe to 

have a ju{t notion of all the filly things he fays or 

does, of the wretched appearance, which he makes 

in a drunken fit, he could not want a more powtr

ful argument againft repeating his crime. 

A fecond objection to drunkennefs is, that it 

hinders any confidence h'eing repofed in us, fo far 

as our fecrecy is concerned. 

V✓ho can trufl: the man that is not mafter of 

himfelf? Wine, as it Id.fens our caution, fo it 

prompts us to fpeak our thoughts without re

fe rve; when it has fufficiently inflamed us, all the· 

fug:gell:ions of prudence paf::; for the apprehenfion1o 

of cowlrdice ; we are regarc\lefs of confequ ences; 

our forelight is gone, and our fea1;- with it . H ere 

then the art ful perfon properly introducing the 

fubjecl-, urg ing us to enter upon it-:111J, after 

that, praifing, or bl aming, or contradicl ing, or 

q udtioning ns, is foon aLle to draw fro m Ui 

whatever in formation lie defires to obtain . 

The young debauc hee foon experiences th e iO"ue 

of his mikonduEl-loon finds his foocJ difretilh

ed, his ilorn ::ic!t weakeneJ , hi s fh eng th decayed, 

his b~dy w::dted . I n the Hower of h is youth; hr, 

II 3 
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often feels all the infirmities of extreme old age; 
and when not yet in the middle of human life, is 
got to the end of his own. 

If we have attained to manhood, to our full 
vigour, before we run into the excefs, from which 
I am di{foading; we may, indeed, poffibly be 
many years in breaking a good conll:itution: but 
then, if a fudden !hoke difpatch us not; if we 
are not cut off without the leaft leifure given us 
to implore the mercy of heaven ; to how much 
unealinefs are we, generally referved-what a va
riety of painful dill:empers threaten us! All of 
them there is very little probability we fhould 
efcape; and under which foever of them we may 
labour, we iliall experience its cure hopelefs, and 
its feverity the faddeft lelfon, how dear the pur
chafe was of our former mirth. 

Every time we offend in it, we are firfr madmen, 
and then idiots; we firll: fay, and do, a thoufand 
the moil: ridiculous and extravagant things, and 
then appear quite void of fenfe. By annexing 
thefe conll:ant inconveniencies to drinking immo
derately, it ft::ems the defign of a wife Providence 
to teach us, what we may fear from a h::ibit of it 
-to give us a foreta!l:e of the rniferies which it 
will at length bring upon us, not for a few hours 
alone, but for the whole remainder of oui· lives. 
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What numbers have, by hard drinking, fallen 

into an \ncurable diihacrion ! And who was ever 

for many years a fot, without de(hoying the 

quicknefs of his apprehenfion, and the ftrength of 

his memory? What mere drivellers have fome 

of the bell- capacitie$ become, after a long courfe 

of excefs ! 

A~ w~ drink to raife our fp~rits, but, by thus 

raifing, we weaken them; fo whatever frdh vigot,.11' 

our part& may [eem. to der~ve from our wine, it is 

a vigom which wafres them; which, by being 

often thus called out, <ldtroys its fource, our. 

natural fancy and underfrancling. It is like a 

man's fpending upon his principal: he may, for. 

a ieafon, make a figure much fuperior to hi.,_, 

who fupports himfelf upon the interell: of h\s foi·

tune; but is fore to be undqne, wh.en the other is 

unhurt. 

from all the obfervations which we can make· 

on the human frame, it may be fairly fuppofed,· 

that it. is not reafonable to think we can be, fol;', 

many years inflaming our brains· withou_t injnring 

them-be cont inually difordering the moft deli

cate . parts of our ma~hine, witho'l,lt; impairing. 

them. A lively imagination, a quick apprebcn-· 

:fion, a retentive memory, depend upon parts in 

our {hulture, which are more .eafily hurt, than 
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fuch, whofe found /tate is neceffary for the pre
fervation of mere life: and therefore we perceive 
thofo feveral faculties oftei:i entirely loft, long be
fore the body drops. The man is very frequently 
feen to furvive himfelf-to continue a living crea
ture, after he has, for fome years, ceafed to be a. 
rational one. And to this deplorable fi:ate, no
thing is more likely to bring us, than a habit of 
drunkennefs ; as there is no vice that more imme• 
diately affects thofe organs, by the help of which 
we apprehend, reafon, remember, and perform the 
like acts. 

What, fixthly, ought to raife in us the utmoll: 
abhorrence of drunkennefs is, the conlideration of 
the many crimes to which it dif pofes us. He, 
tl)rough whofe veins the inflaming portion has 
fpread itfelf, mufi: be under a greater temptation 
to lewc.lnefs, than you can think him in any other 
circumftances: and from the little reafoning, of 
which he is then capable, a~ to the difference of 
the two crimes, would helitate no more at adul.._ 
tery than fornication. 
- Thus, alfo, tor immoderate anger, contention, 

fcurrility and ahufe, acts of violence, and the 
mull: injurious tre:itm::n t of o~hers; they are all 
oft-ences , into which clrnnkenneCs is molt apt to 
-,etray us; fo apt to <lo it; that you will Ccarcdy 
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find a comp3ny drinking to exce[s, without many 

provoking f peeches and actions paffing in it

without more or lefs firife, before it feparates. 

We even perceive the moll: gentle and peaceable, 

the molt humane and civilized, when they are 

fober, no fooner intoxicated, than they put off 

all thofe commendable qualities, and a!fume, as 

it were, a new nature-a nature as different from 

their former, as the moll untracl:able and fierceft 

of the brute kind are, from the molt accompli{hed 

and amiable of our own. 

On Intemperance in Eating. 

FROM TliE SAME. 

HE is the temperate man whofe health directs 

his appetite-who is bell pleafed with what 

bell agrees with him-who eats, not to gratify 

his tafl-e, but to preferve his life-who is the 

fame at every table, as at his own-who, when he 

fealls, is not cloyed; and fees all the deqcaci~s 

before him that luxury can aq:umulate; yet pre

ft:rves a due abfl-inence amidft them. 

The rules of temperance not only oblige us to 

abftain from what now does, or '?,'hat we are fur~ 
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Joan will, hurt us; we offend againfi: them, when 
we avoid not whatever has a probability of being 
hurtful to us-.-They are, further, tranf'gre!Ted by 
too great nicety, about our food-by much foli
citude and eagerne1s to procure what we moft reli!h 
;....by frequently eating to fatiety. 

1n thus <lefcribing temperance, let me not be 
underftood to c.en!ure, as a failure therein, all re
gard to the food that beft pleafes us, when it is 
equally wholefome with other kinds-when its 
price is neither unf"uitable to our circumftances, 
nor very great-when it may be conveniently pro
cured-when we are not anxious about it-when 
we do not freqnently feek after it-when we are 
always moderate in its ufe. 

The di!fuafives from intemperate eating that 
appear of greateft weight, are thefe: 

It is the gro!feft abufe of the gifts of Provi
dence. 

It is the vilefr debafement of ourfelves • 
.. Our bodies owe to it the rnoft pinful difeafes, 
and, generally, a fpeedy decay . 

It frequently interrupts the ufe of our nobler 
fac~1lties, and ~s fore, at length, greatly to enfee
ble them. 

The fl:raits to which it often reduces us, occa
fion our falling into crimes, which would, other
wife, have been our utter abhorrence. 
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Life, as we have been wifely taught to confider 

it, is more than meat. Man could not be fent 

into the world but" for quite different purpofes 

than merely to indulge his palate. He has an 

u-nderftanding given him, which ht: may, greatly 

improve; many a-re the perfeaions which he i$ 

qualified to attain; much good to his fe!low

creatures he has abilities to do; and all this may 

be truly fafd of all mankind; all of us may im

drove our reafon, may proceed in virtue, may be 

ufeful to om- fellow-creatures. There are none, 

therefore, to whom it is not a foul reproach, that 

their belly is th eir God-that they are more foli

citous to favour, and thereby to ilrengthen, the 

importunity of their appetite, than to weaken and 

matter it, by frequent refiftence and reftraint. 

Let me, alfo, confider intemperance in what 

we eat, as frequently interrupting the ufe of out 

nobler faculties ; and fure, at length, greatly to 

enfeeble them. H ow· long is it before we ar.e 

really ourfdves, after our fro ,nach has received its 

f ull load! Under it, our fen[es are dulled, our 

memory clouded, heavinefs and ftupidity po!fefs 
us : fome hours may pafs before our vivacity 

returns, before reafon can again acl with its Jul! 

vigour. The man is not [een to advantage, his 

l'eal abilities m: not to be difcovered; till th,; 
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effects of his gluttony are removed, till his con

ftitution has thrown off the weight that oppre.ffed 
it. 

The hours preceding a plentiful meal, or thofe 

which focceed its entire dige!lion, are, we all find, 

fuch, in which we are fittdl: to tranfact our affairs, 

in which all the acts of the undedl:allding are beit 
exerted. 

How fmall a part of his tim~ is therefore the 

luxurious man himfelf ! What between the length 

of his .repafi:s~the fpace during which he is, as 
it were, fi:upified by his excefs in them-the 

many hours offleep that he wants to refrefh, and 

of e;cercife to fttengthen him; within how fmall_ 

a compafs is that portion of his life brought, in 
which his rational powers are fitly difplaye<l ! · 

In the vigour of youth, in the full fi:rength of 

manhood, an uncontrouled gratific:ition of appe

tite allows only fhort intervals of clear apprehen

fion, of clofe attention, and the free ufe of our 

judgment: but if, either through an uncommonly 

firm confiitution, or by fpending all thofc hours 

in exercife, which are not pa.ffed at our tables or 

in our beds, we are enabled, notwithfianding fur.h 
gratific ation, to reach a more advanced age; what 

a m elancholy ' fp ecl:acle do we then frequently 

afford ! our memory, our wit, our fenfe, almoft 

3 



wholly defi-royed,-there remains fcarce allowing 

a conjeclure to be formed thence, what they have 

been-the ruins of the man hardly forniihing a 

tra-ce of bis former ornaments. 

Moft of thofe difeafes which luxury brings 

upon our bodies are, indeed, a gradual impairing 

of our intelle8:ual faculties: the mind fbares the 

di.forder of its coi:ipanion, a8:s as that permits, 

difcovers a greater or lefs capacity, according to 

the other's more or lefs perfect: ftate. And as 

the body, when dead, is totally unfit to be a8:ed 

upon by the foul ; fo the nearer it is brought to 

death by our gluttony, the more we increafe its 

un.fitnefs to difp1ay, by how noble a principle it 

is actuated, what the extent of thofe abilities is., 

which the bounty of our infinitely good and pow .. 

erful Creator has afforded. 

Cruelty to Animals. 

BY POPE. 

MONTAIGNE thinks it fome refleclion upon 

human nature itfelf, that few people take 

delight in feeing beafts carefs or play together, 

but almofi. every one is pleafed to fee them lace-

I 
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rate and worry one another. I am forry t hi~ 
temper is become almo!l: a diftinguifhing charac
ter of our own nation, from the obfervation which 
is made by foreigners of out beloved pa/times, 
bear-baiting, cock-fighting, and the like. \Ve 
fhould find it hard to vindicate the defcroying of 
any thin~ that has life, merely out of wanton
nefs: yet in this principle our children are bred 
up; and one of the firft pleafures we allow them, 
is the licence of inflicl:ing pain np~m poor animal&: 
almo!l as foon as we are feniible what life is our
felves, we make it our fport to take it from othe1· 
creatures. I cannot but believe a very go0d ufe 
rnight be made of the fancy which children have 
for birds and infecl:s. Mr. Locke takes notice of 
a mother who permitted them to her children, but 
rewarded or punifhed them as they treated them 
well or ill. This was no othtr than entering 
them betimes int~ a daily excrcife of humanit1, 
and improving their very divedion to a virtue. 

I fancy, too, fome advantage might he taken 
of the common notion, that it is ominous or u11-
lncky to de(hoy fome forts of birds, as fwallo :vs 
and martins. This opinion might por.ibly arife 
from tht confidence thefe birds {eem to put in us, 
by buildi-ng under our roofs ; fo that this i~ a 
kind of violation of the hws of hof pitality to 



murder them. As for Robin-red-breafl:s, in par

ticular, it is not improbable they owe their fe

curity to the old ballad of" The children in the 

wood/' However it be, I don't know, I fay, 

why this prejudice, well improved and carried as 
far as it would go, might not be made to conduce 

to the preftrvatiGn of many innocent <;reatures, 

which are now expofecl to all the wantonnefs of 

an ignorant barb.arity. 

Violence and Contention. 

:BY BLAIR. 

ACCUSTOM y:ourfelves, alfo, to reflea on 
the fmall moment of thofe things which are 

the ufual incentives to violence and contention. 

In the ruffied and angry hour, we view every ap

pearance through a falfe medium. The moll: 

inconfiderable point of interefi:, or honour> f wells 

into a momentous object; and the !ligliteft attack 

feems to threaten immediate ruin. But aftel' 

paffion or pride has fubfided, we look round in 
vain for the mighty mifchiefs we dreaded: the 
fabric, which oui.: difturbed imagination had 

reai-ed, totally difappears. But though thecaufe 

I z. -
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of contention has dwindled away, its confequeoc-es 
remain. We have alienated a friend; we 1rnve 
embittered an enemy ; we have fown the feeds of 
of future fufpicion, malevolence, or difgufl:.
Sufpend .Your violence, I befeech you for a mo
ment, when caufes of difcord occur. Anticipate 
that period of coolnefs, which of itfelf, will foon 
arrive. Allow yourfelves to think, how little 
you have any profpect of gaining by fierce col'l
tention ; but how much of the true happinefs of life 
you are certain of throwing away. Eafily, :rnd 
from the fmall efl: chink, the bitter waters of f!:rife 
are let forth; but their cou rfe caunot be forefeen; 
and he feldom fails qf fuffering moft from thq1oi
fonous effect, who fir{l: allowe·d th~m to ilowo 

On Gentlenefs. 

FROM THE SAME. 

BUT gentleneCs will, moil: of all, be promoteJ 
by frequent views of thofe great objecls 

whi.ch our holy relig ion prefents. Let the pro
fpects of immortality fill your minds. Look 

upon this world as a {!:ate of paifage. Confider 

rourfdves as engaged i11 the purfuit of higher 
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interefts; as acl-ing now under the eye of God, an 

introducl-ory part to a more important frene. 

Elevated by fuch fentiments, your minds will 

btcome calm and fed ate. You will look down, 

as from a foperior fiation, on the petty difl:urb

ances of the world They are the felfifh, the fen. 

foal, and the vain, who are molt f ubjecl: to the 

impotence of paffion. They are linked fo clofely 

to the world;· by fo many !ides they touch every 

objecl:, and every perfo11 round them, that they 

are perpetually hurt, and are perpetually hurting 

others. But the fpirit of true religion r~moves 
' , 

us to a proper diftance from the grating objecl:s 

of worldly contentions. It leaves us fufficiently 

c:onnecl:ed with the world, for acl:ing our part in 

it with propriety; but difengages us from it fo 

far, as to weaken its power of difl:urbing our tran

quillity. It infpires magnanimity; and mag

nanimity always breathes gentlenefs. It leaE!s 

us to view tbe follies of men ,¥ith pity, not with 

rancour; anJ to treat, with the mildnefs of a fu

perior nature, what in little minds vvould call 

forth all the bitternefs of paffion. 

Aided by fuch confiderations, let us cultivate 

that gentle wii'Jom which is, in fo many refpecl-s, 

jinportant hoth to our duty and our happinefs. 

L et us nffume it as the ornament of every age, 

I , 3 
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and of every ftation. Let it temper the p~t1.1,. 
lance of youth, and foften the morofenefs of old 
age. Let it mitigate authority in thofe wbo rule, 
and promote deference among thofe who obey. I 
conclude with repeating the caution, not to mif
take for true gentlenef"s, that flimfy imitation of 
it, called polilhed manners, which often, among 
the men of the world, under a frnooth appearance, 
conceals much a/perity. Let yours be native 
gentlenefs of heart, flowing from the love of 
God, and the love of men. Unite this amiable 
fpirit, with a proper zeal for all that is right, 
and ju!t, and true. Let piety be combined in 
your charaB:er with humanity. Let determined 
integrity dwell in a mild and gentle breafl:. A 
cha1!aaer thus fopported, will command mort: 
real refpea than can be procured by the moft 
iliining a~compliihments, when feparate<l from 
vfrtue. 
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'The Balance of Happinefs equal~ 

!"ROM THE SAME. 

AN extenfive ccnternplation on human affair~, 

will lead us to this conclufion, that among 

the different conditions and ranks of men, the 

balance ofhappinefs is preferved in a great mea

fore equal, and that the high and the low, the 

:rich and the poor, approach, in point of real en

j0yment, much nearer to each other than is com

monly imagined. In the; lot of man, mutual 

compenfations, both of pleafure and of pain~ 

t1niverfa1ly take place. Providence never inten~

ed, that any fiate here !hould be either completdy 

h';lppy, or entirely miferable. If the freliiigs of 

pleafore are more numerous, and more livdy, in 

the higher departments of life, fuch alfo are thofe 

of pain. If greatnefs flatters our vanity, it mul

tiplies our clangers. If opulence increaCes our 

gratificatioFJs, it increafes, in the fame propor

tion; our defires and demands. If the poor are 

confiJJe<l to a more narrow circle, yet within that 

circle lie molt of thofe natural fatisfaaions, which 

after all the refinements of art, are found to be 

the rnoft genuine antl true~ In a ftate, therefore, 

where then: is neither ~o much to be covet~d o"' 



THE LITERARY 

the one hand, nor to be dreaded on the other, as 
at firfl:: appears, how fubmiffive ought we to be 
to the difpofal of Providence! How temperate in 
our defires and purfuits ! How much more at
tenLive to preferve our virtue, and to improve our 
minds, than to gain the doubtful and equivocal 
advantages of worldly profperity ! 

On Education. 

FROM THE SPECTATOR. 

J CONSIDER a human foul without education 
• like marble in the quarry, which !hews none 
of its inherent beauties , until the fkill of the po
Ji/her fetches out the colours, makes the furface 
.{hine, :rnd di!'covers every ornamental clotH.l, fpot, 
and vein, that runs through the body of it. Edu
cation, after the fame manner, when it works ,1pon 
a noble mind, draws out to view every latent 
yirtue and perftaion. 

The philofopher, the faint, or the hero, t!1e 
\Yife, the good, or the great man, very often lie 
hid and concealed in a plebeian, whi ch a propel' 
education might have difinterred, and have 
."brought to light, I am thm·fore much d.lighted 
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with reading the accounts of favage nations, and 

with coritemplatir1g thofe virtues which are wild 

and uncultivated; to fee courage exerting itfelf 

i:n fiercenefs, refoln tion in obftinacy, wifdom in 

cunning, patience in fullennefs and defpair. 

i\1cn 's paffions operate varioufly, and ?.ppear in 

rlifferent kinds of actions, according as they are 

more or lefs rectified or fwayed by reafon. When 

one hears of negrnes, who, upon the death of their 

rnafters, or upon changing their fervice, hang 

thernCelves upon the next tree, as it frequently 

happens in our American plantations, who can 

forbear admiring their fidelity, though it exprelfes 

itlelf in fo dr~adful a manner ? \Vhat might not 

that fovage greatnefs of foul, which appears in 

thefe poor wretches on rnany occarions, be raifed 

to, were it rightly cultivated? And what colour 

oF excufe can there be for the contempt with 

which we treat this part of our fpecies; that we 

iliouhl not put them upon the common foot of 

humanity; that we !hould only fet an inGgnificant 

:fine upon the man who murders them; nay, that 

we {hou1d, as much as in us lies, cut them off 

from the profpecl-s of happinefs in another world, 

as. we!\ as in this, and deny thein that which we 

looic, upon as the prorer means for ~ttaining iq 
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It is therefore an unfpeakable bleffing, to be 
born in thofe parts of the world where wifrlom 
and knowledge fl.ouri(h; though it mufl: be con
felfed there are, even in thefe parts, feveral poor 
unin(l-ruEl:ed perfons, who are but little above 
the inhabitants of thofe nations of which I ha,·e 
been here !peaking; as tbofe who have ha<l the 
advantage of a more liberal education, ri1e above 
one another by feveral different degrees of per
fection. 

On Bad Company. 

BY GILPIN. 

" EVIL communication," fays the text, 
"corrupts good manners." The :1fli:r

tion is general, and no Joubt all people fu ffer 
from fuch communication; but above all, the 
minds of youth will fuffer; which are yet un
formed, unprincipled, unfurniilie<l; anJ ready to 
receive any impreffion. 

But before we confider the danger of keeping 
bad company, let us firfi: fee the meaning of the 
phrafe. 
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Jn the phrafe of the world, good company 

means fa(hionable people. Their fiations in life, 

not their morals, are confidered: and he, who 

affociates with fuch, though they fet him the ex

ample of breaking every commandment of the 

decalogue, is ftill faid to keep good company.-! 

!hould \.vi!h you to fix another meaning to the 

expreffion ; and to confider vice in the fame de

tefl:able light, in whatever company it is found; 

nay, to confider all company in which it is found, 

be their !l:ation what it will, as bad company. 

The three following claffes will perhaps include 

the greatelt part of thofr, who de!erve this ap

pellation. 

In the fidt, I {hould rank all who endeavour to 

de{hoy the principles of Chri!l:ianity-who jefl: 

upon Scripture-talk blafphemy-an<l treat re

vefation with contempt. 

A feconcl clafs of bad company are thofe, who 

h:we a tendency to de!l:rny in us the princi·ples of 

common hollcrty, and integrity: Under this head 

we may rank garn efl:ers of every denomination; 

:rnd the low and infamous characters of every 

profoffion. 

A third clafs of bad company, and fuch as ::ire 

commonly molt dangerou s to youth, includ es the 

long catalogue of men of pleafure. In whatever 
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way they follow the c:ill of appeti~e, they have 
equally a tenc.lency to corrupt the purity of the 
mind. 

Befides thefe three claffes, whom we may C3ll 
bad company, there are others will come unJer 
the denomination of ill-chofrn company: trifling, 
in!ipid characters of every kind; who follow nu 
bu/inefs-are le<l by no ideas of improvement
but fpend their time in diffipation and folly
whofe highelt praife it is, that they are only not 
vicious. With none of thefe, a ferious man 
would wilh his fon to keep company. 

It may be a/keel what is meant by keeping bad 
company? The world abounds with charac1-ers 
of this kind: they meet us in every place: aml 
if we keep company at all, it is impofEble to 
avoid keeping company with fuch perfons. 

It is true, if Wt! were determined never to have 
any commerce with bad men, we mufi:, as th~ 
apoftle remarks, " altogether go out of the 
world." By keeping bad company, therefore-, 
is not meant a cafoal intercourfe with them, on 
occa!ions of bufinefs, or as they accidently fall in 
our way i but having an inclination to confort 
with them-complying with that inclination
feeking their company when we might avoid it
entering into their parties-and making them the 
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-companions of our choice. Mixing with them 

occalionally cannot be avoided. 

The danger of keeping bad company, arifes 

principally from our aptnefs to imitate and catch 

the manners and fentiments of others-from the 

power of cullom-from our own bad inclinations 

-and from the pains taken by the bad to corrupt 

us * . 

In our earlieft youth, the contagion of manners 

is obfervable. In the boy, yet incapable of hav

ing any thing infi:illed into him, we ea!ily cJifco

ver from his firfl: acl:ions, and rude attempts at 

language, the kind of perfons with whom he 

has been brought up; we fee the early fpring of 

a civilized education, or the firfr wild /hoots of 

rufi-icity. 

As he enters farther into life, his bel)aviour, 

manners, and converfation, all take their call: from 

the company he keeps. Obferve the pe::ifant, and 

the man of education; the difference is firiking. 

And yet God hath. beftowed equal talents on each. 

The only diuerence is, they have been th1·own 

into different fcenes of life; and have had com

merce with perfons of different ftations. 

• Sec this fubjca treated more at large in an anonymous pam. 

phlet, on the Employment of Time. 

K 
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Nor are manners and behaviour more eafily 
caught, than opinions and principles. In child
hood and youth, wt: naturally adopt the fentiments 
of thofe about us. And as we advance in life, 
how few of us think for ourfelves? How many 
of us are fatisfied with taking our opinions at 
fecon::l hand ? 

The great power and force of cuftom forms 
another argument againft keeping bad company. 
However feriouily difpofed we may be; and how
ever ihocked at the firft approaches of vice; this 
ihocking appearance goes off, upon an intimacy 
with it. Cufl:om will foon render the mofl: dif
guftful thing familiar. And this is indeed a kind 
provifion of nature, to render labour, an<l toil, 
and danger, which are the lot of man, more ea[y 
to him. The raw foldier, who trembles at the 
firfl: encounter, becomes a hardy veteran in a few 
campaigns. Habit, renders danger familiar, and 
of courfe indifferent to him. 

But habit, which is intended for our goo<l, 
may, lil<e other k.ind appointments of nature, be 
converted into a mifchief. The wcll-dif pofed 
youth, entering firll: into bad company, is !hocked 
at what he hears, and what he fees. The good 
principles which he had imbibed, ring in his ears 
an alarming ldfon againfi the wickednefs of his 
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companions. But, alas! this fenGbility is but of 

a day's continuance. The next jovial meeting 

makes the horrid piclure of yeff:erday more eafil y 

endured. Virtue is foon thought a fevere rule; 

the gof pel, an inconvenient refrraint: a few pangs 

of c.onfcience now and then interrupt his pleafures; 

and whifper to him, that he once had better 

th~ugh ts: but even thefe by degrees die away; 

and he who at firff: was fhocked even at the appear

ance of vice, is formed by cu!l:om into a profligate 

leader of vicious pleafures-perhaps into an aban

doned tempter to vice.-So carefully fhould we 

oppofe the firft approaches of fin ! fo vigilant 

fhould we be againfi: fo in!idious an enemy! 

Our own bad inclinations form another argu

ment againft bad company. We have fo many 

paffions and appetites to govern: fo many bad 

propenfities of diffc;rent kinds to watch, that, 

amtdfi: fuch a variety ofenemies within, we ought 

at leaff: to be on our guard ~gainft: thofe without. 

The breafi: even of a good man is reprefented in 

fcri pture, and experienced in facl, to be in a fl:ate 

of warfare. His vicious inclinations are conti.:. 

nu~lly d1:awing him one way; while his virtue is 

making efforts another. And if the fcripture:1 

reprefent this as the cafe even of a good man, 

whole paffions, it may be imagined, are become in 

Kz 
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fome degree cool and temperate, and who has 
made fome progrefs in a virtuous coude; what 
may we fuppofe to be the danger of a -raw unex
perienced youth, whofe paffions and appetites are 
violent and feducing, and whole mind is in a fiill 
Ids confirmc:d fiate? It is his part furely to keep 
out of the way of temptation; and to give his 
bad inclinations as little room as poffible to ac
quire new frrength, 

On Serioufnefs. 

FROM THE MANNERS OF THE GREAT. 

NOTHING, perh ' P·· , more pl ainly difcovers 
the faint impreffion which religion ha really 

maq.e upon our hearts, than this difinclination, 
even of good people, to ferious converfation. Let 
me not be mifunderfl:ood; I do not mean the 
wrangle of debate; I do not mean the gall of con
troverfy; I do not mea11 the fiery fl:rife or o ,iaions, 
than which no thing can be lefs favourable to good 
nature, good mann ers, or good fociety. But it 
were to be wifl1ed, that it was not thought ill
bred and indifcreet that the efcapes of the tongue 
fhould now and then betray the " abund;rnce of 



BOUQYET. IOI 

the heart:" that when fuch fobjeB:s are cafually 

introduceJ, a difcourag.ing coldnefs did not in

fi:antly take place of that fprightly animation of 

countenance which made common topics intereft

ing. If thefe outward and vifible figns were un

equivocal, we fhould form but moderate ideas of 

the inward and fpiritual grace. It were to be 

wifhed, ~hat fuch fubjects were not thought dull 

merely becaufe they are g:io·d ; that they had the 

common chance of fair difcuffion; and that parts 

and learning were not afhamed to exert themfelves 

on occafions where both might appear to fo much 

advantage. If the heart were really interefted, 

could the affections forbear now and then to break 

out into lauguage? Artifl:s, phyficians, mer

chants, lawyers, and fcholars, keep up the fpirit 

of their profeffions, by mu tual intercourfe. New 

lights are ftruck out, improvements are fuggefted, 

emulation is kindled, love of the object is in

flamed, mifl:akes are rectified, and defire of excel

lence is excited, by communication. And is 

piety alone fo very eafy of acqui/ition, fo very 

natural to our corrupt hearts, or fo certainly pro

greffi.ve of itfelf, as to require none of the helps 

which are indifpenfable on all other fubjec1:s? 

Travellers, who are to vi/it any particular counq 

try, are full of earneft enquiry, and diligent f{j,., 

Kl 
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fearch; they think nothing indifferent by which 
their future pleaCure or advantage may be effected. 
Every hint which may procure them any inform
ation, or caution them againfl: any danger, is 
thankfully received; and all this, becaufe they 
are really in earneji in their pr.eparation for th.is 
journey; and do fully ~elie<v£, not only that there 
is fuch a country, but that they have a perfonal 
interefl: in the good, or ~vil, whifh may be founq 
in it. 

On Venial Sins. 

FROM THE SAME. 

QNE great danger, even to good kind of pea -: 
ple, feem~ to arire from a mifl:aken idea, 

that only great and a8ual fins a1~e to be guarded 
againft:. Whereas, fins of omiffion make up,_ 
perhaps, the moil: formidable: part of their cata
logue of offences. Thefe generally fopply in, 
number what they want in weight, and are the 
more dangerous for being little o!l:enfible. They 
cont il11:_e to be repeated with le1s regret, becauCe 
the remembrance of their prec.l ec ffors <loes not, 
l*.: the rem.:mb~·ance of forn\al, actual crin.1~ ~ 
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.i.ttume a body and a fuape, and terrify by the 

impreffion of particular fcrnes and circurnftances. 

While the memory of tranfacl:ed e~l haunts a 

tender confcience by perpetual apparition; omit

ted duty, having no local or perfonal exi/lence, 

not being recorded by fianding acl:s and deeds, 

and having no <lifiincl: image to which the mind 

may recur, finks into quiet oblivion, without 

deeply wounding the confcience, or tormenting 

th~ irpagination, Thefe omi[Iions were, perhaps, 

among the " fecret fins," from w~ich the royal · 

penitent fo earnefi:ly defired tQ be cleanfed : and 

it is worthy of the moft ferious confideration, that 

thefe. are ~he offen~es againfl: which the Gofpel 

pronounces vtry alarming denunciations~ It is 

not lefs againft negative than a8:ual evil, that 

aff"efl:ionate exhortation, lively remo.nftrance, and 

pointed parable, are exhaufied. It is againft the 
I . 

tree which hare NO fruit, the lamp which had NO 

oil, the unprofitable feryaf\t who made NO ufe of 

his talent, that the fevere fentence is denounced= 

as well as againfr ,corrupt ~ruit, bad oil, and ta

lents ill employed. We are led to believe, from 

the fame high authority, that omitted du ties, and 

neglecl:ed opportunities, will forni/h no inconfi

dera.ble portion of our future condemnation. A 

-ve ry awful. part of the decifion, in tht great cby 
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of account, feems to be referved merely for omif
fions and negatives. Ye gave me No meat; ye 
gave me No drink ; ye took me NOT in; ye 
vifited me NOT. On the punilhment attending 
pofitive crimes, as being more naturally obvious, 
more logically confequent, it was not, perhaps, 
thought fo neceffary to infifr. 

Religion,-miftaken Views of it. 
FROM THE SAME. 

ANOTHER caufe, which flill further impedes 
. · the reception of Religion even among the 
welJ-di{pofed, is, that garment of fadnefs in which 
people delight to fuppofe her dre!fed; and that 
Ji fe of hard auflerity, and pining abfiinence, which 
they pretend fhe enjoins her difciples. An<l it 
were well if this were only the mifreprefentation 
of her declared enemies; but, unb~ppily, it is the 
too frequent mitconception of her injudieious 
friends. But fuch an overcharged piEture is not 
more unamiable than it is unlike; for I will ven
ture to affirm, that Religion, with all her beau
tiful and becoming fanEti ty, impofes fewer facri
:fices, not only of rational, but of plt:afurable 
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enjoyment, than the uncontrolled dominion of any 

one vice. Her fervice is not or.I y perfea fafety, 

but perfea freedom. She is not fo tyrannizing 

as Patlion, fo exaaing as the World, nor fo 

<lefpotic as Fafhion. Let us try the cafe by a 

parallel, and examine it, not as affecting our 

virtue, but our pleafure. Does Religion forbid 

the cheerful enjoyments of life as rigoroufly as 

Avarice forbids them? Does lhe require fuch 

facrifices of our eafe as Ambi tion; or fuch renun

ciations of our quiet as Pride? Does Devotion 

murder fleep like Diffipation? Does fhe defhoy 

Heal th like Intemperance Does lhe annihilate 

Fortune like G aming? Does lhe imbitter Life 

like Difcord; or abridge it like Duelling? Does 

Religion impofe more vigilance than Sufpicion; 

or half as many mortifications as Vanity? ·Vice 

has her martyrs : and the moll: aufi:ere and [elf~ 

denyin g Afcetic (who mifiakes the genius of 

C hrifi:ianity almofl: as much as her enemies) never 

tormented him/elf with fuch cruel and caufelefs 

feverity as. that with which Envy lacerates her 

unhappy votaries. Worldly honour obliges us 

to be! at the trouble of relenting injuries; but 

ReligioH fpares us that inconvenience, by com

manding us to forgive them; and, by this injunc.

tion, confults our happinefs no lefs than OUl' 
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virtue; for the torment of confrantly hating any 
one mull be, at leafr, equal to the fin of it.-If 
this eftimate be fairly made, then is the balance 

clearly on the fide of Religion even in the article 
of pleafure, 

On Candour. 

FROM THE SAME, 

EVERY man who is fincerely in earnefr to ad-
vance tbe intf'refts of religion, will have 

:;icquired fuch a degree of candour as to become 

indifferent by whom good is done, or who has 

the reputation of doing it, provided it be actually 
done. He will be anxious to increafe the ftock 
of human virtue and of human happinets, by 
every poffible means. He will whet and fh;:irpen 
every infrrnment of goodnefs, though it be not 
caft in his own mould, or fa{hioned after his own 
pattern. He will neverconfiderwhether the form 
fu its his own particular tafte, but whether the 
jnft:rument itfelf be calculated to accornplifh the 
work of his mafter. It is a tell: by which he will 
be able to judge of his own fincerity, if the de. 

light he feels at hearing of a meritorious action 
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fulfers no abatement, becaufe it was performed by 

one who differs from him in his religious, or even 

his political, fentiments. 

Ridicule dangerous to Morality 

and Religion. 

BY SMOLLET. 

THE unbounded freedom and licentioufnefs of 
raillery and ridicule, is become of late years 

fo fafhionable among us, and hath already been 

attended with fuch fatal and deftrucl:ive confe

quences, as to give a reafonable alarm to all friends 

of virtue. Writers have rofe up within this laft 

century, who have endeavoured to blend and con

found the colours of good and evil, to laugh us 

out of our religion, and undermine the very 
I 

foundations of morality. The characl:er of the 

Scoffer hath, by an unaccountable favour and 

in<lulgence, met not only with pardon, 'but ap

probation, and hath therefore been almoft univer

fally fought after and' admired. Ridicule hath 

been called (and this for no other reafon but be

taufe Lord Shaftefbiiry tol<l us fo ) the teft of 



toS THE LITERARY 

truth, and, as fuch, hath been applied in<lifcrimi-• 

.1:1ately to every fubjea. 

But in oppofition to all the puny followers of 

Shaftefbury and Bolingbroke, all the laughing 

rnoralifts of the lafl age, and all the fneering fa

tyrifts of this, I {hall not fcruple to declare, that 

I look on ridicule as an oppreffive and arbitrary 

tyrant, who like death, throws down all diftinc

tion; blinrl to the charms of viFtue, and <leaf to 

the complaints of truth; a bloody Moloch, who 

delights in human facrifice; who loves to feed.on 

the fldh of the poor, and to drink the tears of the 

.afilicled; who doubles the weight of poverty by 

fcorn and laughter, and throws the poifon of 
contempt into the cup of di{hefs to embitter the 

draught. 

Truth, fay the Shafte!burians, cannot poffibly 

be an object of ridicule, and therefore cannot fuffer 

by it :-to which the anf wer is extremely obvi

ous : Truth, naked and undifguifed, cannot, we 

will acknowledge with thrn1, be ridiculed ; but 

Truth, like every thing elfe, may be mifrepre

fented: it is the bu!inefs of ridicule therefore to 

difguife her, to drefs her up in a {hange an<l 

fanta!tic habit; and when this is artfully per. 

formed, it is no wonder that the crowd iliould 

.Gnilc at he1 deformity. 
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The nobleft philofopher and the befl: morali/l: 

in the heathen world, the great and immortal 

Socrates, fell a facrifice to this perntcious talent: 

ridicule firft mifreprefented, and afterwards de

ltroyecl him: the deluded multitude condemned 

him, not for what he was, but for what he ap

peared to be, an enemy to the religion of hi~ 

country. 

The folly and d~pravity of mankind will always 

furni(h out a fufficient fond for ridicule; and 

when we confider how V3ft and fpacious a fielcl 

the little fce11e of human life affords for malice 

and ill-nature, we (hall nGt fo much wonder to 

fee the lover of ridicule rejoicing in it. Here he 

has -always an opportunity of gratifying his pride, 

and fatiating his malevolence: fron::i the frailties 

and abfurdities of otl1ers, he forms a wreath to 

adorn his own brow; gathers together, with a~l 

his art, the failings and imperfeclions of others, 

and offers them up a facrifice to [elf-love. The 

lowefl: and mofl: a bfindonded of mankind can ridi

cule the moP.: exalted beings; thofo who never 

could boa fl: of their own perfecl:ion, 

Nor raifc their thoughts beyond the earth they tread, 

Even the/c can cenfure, thofe can dare deri<ic -

1\. I!acon's avari c~, or a Tully's pride, 

L 
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It were well indeed for mankind, if ridirn1e 
would confine itfelf to the frailties and imperfec
tions of human nature, and not exten<l its baleful 
influence over the few good qualities and perfec
tions of it: b11t there is not perhaps a virtue to 

be named, which may not , by the medium through 
which it is feen, be cliitorted into a vice. The 
g1afs of ridicule reflelts things not only darkly 7 

hut falfdy alfo: it always <lifc-olours the objetl:s 
before it ventures to reprefent them to us. The 
p.1rell: metal, by the mixture of a bafe alloy, {}1;,ll 

frem changed to the me::mefl:. Ridicule, in the 
fame m;inner, will clothe prudence in the garb of 
avarice, call courage rafunefs, and brand good
llature with the name of prodig;:ility; will laugh 
at the cornpaffionate man for bis weaknefs, the 
:ferious man for his precifends, aml the pious man 
for hypocrify. 

Mode!ty is one of virtue's beft fopports;. an<l 
it is obCcrvable, that wherever this arni~bl e quality 
is mo!l: eminently con fp icuous, ridicule is always 

ready to attack and overthrow it. The man uf 
wit and humour is nev r fo happy as when he can 
raife the bln{h of ingenuous merit, or {bmp the 
marks of Jeformity and guilt on the features of 

im1ocence and beauty. Thus 1113y cu;- pt:1:_frc-
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tions confpire to render u3 both unhappy :md con..: 

temptible ! 

The lover of ridicule will, no doubt, plead in 

.the defence of it, that his defign is to recla.im and 

-reform mankind; that be is lifi.ed in the iervice 

of Virtue, and engaged in the caufe of Trn th ;

but I will venture to affnre him, that the allies 

he boa/ts of difclaim his friendfhip ,i.n<il defpife his 

a{lifl:ance. Truth defires no fuch foldier to fight 

vnder his banner; Virtue ,,van ts no fuch advo• 

_cate to plead for her. As it is generally exer

cifed, it is too great a pu\1i(}:lment for fi;nall faults, 

too light and incon/iderable for great ones : the 

little foibles and blerni{hes of a c ~:lralh_r deferve 

_r:i.ther pity than contempt: the more atrocious 

crimes call for hatred and abho_rrence. Thus, 

we fee, that in one cafe the medicine operates too 

powerfully, an<l in the other is of no effecl:. 

I might take this opportunity to add, that ridi

cule is not always contented with ravaging and 

- defi.roying the works of man, out boldly and im

pioufly attacks thofe of GoJ; enters even into 

the fancl:uary , and prophanes the temple of the 

Mo!t: High. A late noble writer has made ufe of 

it to afperfe the characters and de/hoy the valid

ity of the writers of both the Old and New 

'_;['dl:ament; and to ch::mge the folemntnnhs of 

L 1, 
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Chrifl:ianity into matter [of mirth and laughter. 

The books of Mofes are called by him fables anJ 

tales, fit only for the amufement of children: and 

St. Paul is treated Ly him as an enthuliall:, an 

i<liot, and an avowed enemy to that religion he 

profe!fed. One would not furely think that there 

was any thing in Chrifl:ianity fo ludicrous as to 

n.ife laughter or to excite contempt; but on the 

contrary, that the nature of its precepts, and its 

own intrinlic excellence, would at leaft have 

frcured it from fuch indignities. 

It hath indeed been the fate of the be!l: and 

pmefi: religion in the world, to become the je!l: of 

fools; and 11ot only, with its Divine Founder, to 

be fcourged and per[ecuted, but with him to be 

mocked and fpit at, trampled on and defpifed. 

But to confider the <lreadfol confequences of 

ridicule on this occafion, will better become the 

di vine than effayifi:; to him then:fore I !hall refer 

it, and conclude this ffay by obferving, that 

after all the undeferved encollliums fo lavifhly 

pe(l-owul on this child oJ wit and malice, fo 
univerfally approved an<l admired, I know of no 

fervice the pernicious talent of ridicule can be of, 

11nlefs it be to rai[e the blufh of modelly, and put 

vii tue out of countenance; to enhance the miferies 

d the wretched, and poifon the fea ft of happi-
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,i1efs; to infolt man, affront God; to make us, 

in {hort, hateful to our fellow- cre:itures ; uncafy 

to our/elves, and highly difpleaJing to the Al-~ 

_m ighty. 

Detached Sentences. 

THERE is an heroic innocence, as \1vc11 as an 

. heroic courage. · 

To be ever aEl:ive in laudable p1.1rfuits, is the: 

-diflcinguifhing characlerifl:ic of a man of merit. 

There is a mean in all thin gs. Even virtue 

itfelf hath its ftated limits: which not being 

{h'iWy obferved, it'ceafes to be virtue. 

It is wifer to prevent a qu~rrel before-hand, 

than to revenge it afterwards. 

It is much better to reprove, than to be angry 

frcretly. 

No revenge is more heroic, than that which 

torments envy by Joi~1g good_. 

The _dilcretion of a man defer~~th bis :u1ger, 

anc.l it is his glory to pals o:ve_r a tranfgreffion. 

, Money, like manure, does no good till it ii 

{;)read. There is no re:d u!e of riches, except in 

:the diihibt,1tion; tile rdl is all conceit. 

;r., ~ 
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A wife man will de!ire no more than what he 

may get jufily, ufe foberly, and defiribute i::heer

fully, and live upon contentedly. 

A contented mind, and a good confcience, will 

make a man hap py in all conditions. He knows 

r:ot how to fear, who dares to die. 

There is but one way of fortifying the folll 

cigainft all gloomy prefages a11d terrors of mind ; 

and that is~ by fecuring to ourfdves the friend!hip 

and prote8ion of that Being, who difpofes of 

t.Vcnts, and governs futurity. 

Philofophy is then only valuable, when it ferves 

for the law of life, and not for the oftentation of 

fcience. 

"\Vithout a friend, the world is but a wilder

nefs. 

A man may h::ive a thoufand intimate acquaint

ances, am! not a friend among them all. If you 

have one friend, think yourfelf happy. 

When once you profe(s yomfelf a friend, en

deavour to be always fuch. He can· never have 

ally true friend s, that will be often changing them. 

Prnfperity gains friends, and advedity tries 

them. 

Nothing more engages the affections of men, 
tlnn a handfome addr-:fs, and graceful converfa

tiun, 
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Corpplaifanc~ renders a fqperior amiable, a1,1 

eqnal agr~ea6]e, anJ an ~nferior acceptable. 

Excefs of ceremony furn,s wanr of breeding. 

That civility is beft, which exc;ludes all fuperfi~

ous formality. 

Ingratit~de is a crime fo ihamefol, that the man 

was never yet found, who would acknowle<lg,s! 

l1imfelf guiltJ of it. 
Truth is born with us: and we mufl: do vio

lence to nature, to {hake off our veracity. 

There cannot be a greater treachery, than firft ,, 

to raife a confidence, and then deceive it. 

By othe\·s fau lts wife m~n ~orrect their ·own. 

No man hath a thorough ta~t of profperity, t~ 

whom advr:-dity 1~ever happened. · 

When our vices leave us, we flatter ourfelves 

that we leave them. · 

It is as great a point of wifclom to hide ignor

~nce , 9-S t? ~ifco~tr knowledge. . · 

Pitch u·pon ·that c'ourfe of life, which is th~ 
• ' • • I 

mofl: excellent; and habit will render it the moft 

delightful. , ' 

Cufi:om is the plague of wife men_, and the ido~ 

of fools. 

As, to ~e perfecl:ly jull:, is an attribute of the 
' ' • I ' 

Divine nature; to be fo to thi.-: 1Jtmoft of our ab~-
• 

/ lj 

lii:ies, is the gfory of' man. · · · 
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No man was ever call: down with the injur,ies of 
fortune, unlels he had before fuffered hirnfelf to 
be deceived by her favours. 

Anger may ghnce into the breall: of a wife man, 
but rell:s only in the bofom of fools. 

None more impatiently foffer injuries, than 
thofe vvho are moll: forward in doing them. 

By taking revenge, a man is but even with hi? 
,enemy; hut in paffing it over he is fl:perior. 

To err is human; to forgive, Ji vine. 
A more glorious vitl:ory cannot be gained 

over another man, than this, that when the in
jury began on his part, the _!<.indnefs ilic.uld begin 
on ours . 

The prodigal robs h~s heir, the mifer robs hi1p. 
fc:lf. 

\Ve iliou,ld take a prudent care for the futme, 
b:tt fo as to enjoy the pr·efent. It is no part of 
~Nii;Jom , to be mii~rable to-day, becaufe we may 
k1pptn to be fo to-ll:orrow. 

To 111uurn without rnearu_re, is folly; not to 
mourn at all, infenfibility. 

S..ime would be thouglH to clo great things, who 
are but tools and inll:ruments: like the tool who 
fancied ii e p\;iyed t1pon the 01ga11, when he unly 
~!I~\~! thi; udl0ws. 
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.Though a man may become learned by ano

ther's learning, he can never be wife but by hi~ 

own wifdom. 

He who wants good fenfe is unhappy in having 

learning ; for he has thereby more wa,ys of ex• 

poling himfelf. 

It is ungener.oµs to give a man occ"fion to blu(h 

at his own ignorance in one thing, who perhaps 

may excel us in many. 

No objecl: is more pleafing to the eye, than the 

fight qf a man whom ·you have obliged ; nor any 

mufic fo agreeable to the ear, as tl~e voice of on~ 

that owns you for his benefac):or. 

The coin that is moft current aIT)ong mankind 

is fl attery; tqe only ben efit of whii:h is, tbat by 

hearing _what we are not, we may be in{hucl:ed 

what me ot1ght to be. 

The characl:er of the perfon who commend~ 

you, is to b~ confi<lered before you fet a value on 

his e{teem. The wile man appla!-1ds him whom 

he thinks 1110!1 virtuous; the reft of fhe world; 

him who is moil wealthy. 

The temperate man's pleafnres are durable, 

becaufe they are regular; and all his life is calm 

and ltrene, becauCc: it is innocent. " 

A good nn n will love himftlf too well to -lofe, 

,..i.nd aE his peighbours, tQo well to win~ an eltat~ 
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by gaming. The love of gamin_g w_i!J corrupt th.e 
befi: principles in the world. 

An angry man who fupprdfes his paffions, 
thinks worfe than ~1e [peaks; and an angry man 
that wil.l chide, fpeaks worfe than h_e thinks. 

A good word is an ea[y obligation; but not to 
fpeak ill, requires only our filence, which colts us 
pothing. 

It is to affectation the world owes its whole race 
of coxcqrnbs. Nature in her whole drama never 
drew fuch a part; {he has fornetimes made a fool, 
but a coxcomb is always of his own ,naking. 

It is the infirmity of little minds to be takei, 
with every appearance, and da zzled with every 
thing that fparkles; but great minds have hut 
little admiration, becaufe few things appear nev., 
to them. 

. It happens to men of learning, as to ears of 
corn; they {hoot up, and raife their heads high, 
while they are empty, but when full and fwelled 
with grain, tl-_ey begin to flag and droop. 

He that .is truly polite, knows how to contra
dict with ref peel:, and to pleafe \,·ithout adulation: 
and is equally remote from an in!ipid cornplaifance, 
and a low familiarity. 

The failings of good men are commonly more 
:publifhed in the world, than their goo9- deedsj 
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a11<l one fault of a deferving man, fhall meet with 

more reproaches, than all liis virtues praifr: fuch 

is the force of ill-will an<l ill-nature. 

It is harder to avoid cenfure than to gain ap

phule; for this may be done by one great or wile 

aEl:ion in an age; but to efcape ci::nfure, a man 

mufl: pars his vvhole life \.vithout faying or doing 

one ill or fooli!h thing. 

Vi/hen Darius offered Alexander ten thoufand 

talents to divide Afia equally with him, be an

fwered, the earth cannot bear two funs, nor Alia 

two kings.-Parmenio, a friend of Alexander 's , 

hearing the great offers Darius had made, f::iicl, 

< Were I Alexander I would accept them.'-' So 

' would I (replied Alexander) were I Parmenio.' 

Nobility i~ to be confidered only as an im a2·in

ary <lifl:inll:ion, unlefs ;ccompanied with the p~ac

tice of thole generous virtues by which it ought 

to be obtained. Titles of honour conferred upon 

fuch as have no perfonal merit, are at be(l: but the 

royal lh:11p fet upon bafe me·al. 

Though an honourable title may be conveyed 

to pofl:erity, yet the enn;bling qualities, which 

are the foul of greatnefo, are a for t of incommu

nicable perfcHions, and cannot be tran sferred. 

If a man could bequeath his virtues by will, and 

frttle his frnfo and learning upon his heirs) as cer-
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ta inly :1s he can his lands, a noble defcent woultl 

then indeed be a valuable privilege. 

Truth is always confifl:ent with itfdf, and needs 

nothing to help it out. It is always near at hand, 

an<l lits upon our lips, and is 1:eady to drop out 

before we are aware: whereas a lye is trouble

fome, and fets a man's invention upon the rack; 

and one trick needs a great many more to make 

it good. 

The pleafure which affecl:s the human mind: 

\'vith the moft lively and tranfporting touches, is 

the fen le that we acl: in the eye of infinite wifaom, 

power, ancl gooclnefs, that will crown our virtuous 

endeavours here with a happinefs hereafter, large 

as our ·defires, and lafl:ing ~s our immortal fouls ; 

without this the highell llate of life is in!ipid, and 

with it the Jowell is a paradife. 

Honourable age is not that which !l:andeth in 

length of time, nor that is meafored by number of 

ye:us; but wifdom is the grey hair unto man, 

and unfpotted life is o]J age. 

Wickednefs, condemned by her own witnefs, is 

very timorous, and being preifed with con[cience, 

always forecafl:eth evil things; for fear is nothing 

elle but a betraying of the fuccours whid1 reafon 

offcreth~ 
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A wife man will fea r in every thing. He that 

c.5ntemn:zth frnall things-, fhall fall by little and 

J.ittl·e. 

A rich man beginning to fall, i's held up of his 

Fri.ends: -but a poor man being down, is thrufl: . 

'a,,1:ay by his friends: when a rich man is fallen, 

h-e !nth many helpers; he fpeaketh things not to· 

fie fpoken, and yet men ju/1:ify hin-1: the poor man· 

11ipt, and they rebuked him; he fpoke wifely, 

a:ml could have no place. When a rich man 

lpeaketh, every man holdeth his tongue, and, 

look, wh:it he faith they extol it to the clouds; 

1JUt if a poor man [peaks, they fay, What fellow 

is. this? 

Many have fallen by the edge of the fword, but 

1rnt fo many as have fallen by the tongue. Wei-I 

is he that is defended from it; and hath not paffed 

through th e venom thereof; who hath not drawn 

1!he yoke thereof, nor been bound in hf r bonds; 

for the yoke thereof is a yoke of iron, and the bands 

thereof are bands of brafs; the death thereof is an 

evil death. 

My fon, blemi01 not thy good deeds, neither 

ufe uncomfortable words , when thou givefi: any 

thing. Shall not the pew affuage the heat? fo is a 

WOl'd better than a giFt. Lo, is not a word better 

rhan a gift? b'.,t bo t ij are with a,gi:acious man .. 

. I l\1 
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Blame not, before thou haft examined lh~ 
truth; underfbnd firfi:, and then rebuke. 

If thou wouldH: get a frie:1d, prove him .fir(t., 
and be net hafly to credit him; for· forne arc: 
friends for their own occafi '-'m, and will no-t ab:d~ 
in .the day of thy trouble. 

Forfake not an old friend, for the ne<-v -is not 
cornpanble to him: a new friend is as new wine: 
when it is old, thou fhalt drink it with -1, ie· -
fore. 

A fr1end cannot be known in profperity; and 
an enemy cannot be hidden in ad vedi ty. 

Admoni(h thy friend; it may be he hath not 
done it; and if he have, that he do it no more.,, 
·Admonifh thy friend; it may be he l¾ath not fa.id 
it; or if he have, that he [peak it not agai:1. 
Adm0ni01 a friend; for rn::iny times it is a Dan
del'; and believe :10t every tale. There is one. 
th,1.t !lippetl1 in fp~ech, but not from liis h1::;1 ·t; 
and who is he tuat hath not ofrended with his 
tongue? 

Whofo difcoveret'h fecrets lofeth his credit, and 
fl1 all never fi11ll a fri end to his mind. 

Honour thy father with thy whole hea~t, and 
forget not the farrows of i-:1y mother; how canfr 
thou recompenl'e them the things that they b;1,,: 
don~ for tht:1: ? 
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Th, re is nctliing fo much .. vorth as a minJ well 

rnfl-n1Bet1
,. 

Tl:e lips d t;,lkrrs \viJl be telling fuch things 

~:s pertain not unto them; but the words of fuch 

;;i.& hav~ underfiaru3ingare weighed in the balance. 

The heart of fools is in their mouth , but the 

tonzue of the .,,,ife is in · their heart. 

To hbour, ar.d to be content wilh that a man 

hath, is a fweet life. 

:Be at pFace with many; neverthelefs, have but 

om: colrnfrllor of a I houfand. 

Be not ccrafident in a plain way. 
Let reafou go-be.fore •every enterprizt, anJ coun

fel before every a8:iDn. 

The latter part of a wife m::m's life is taken up 
in curing tht follies, prejudices, and falie opinion5) 

he had contncl:ed in the former • 

. Cen!ure is the tax a man pays t~ the public for 

:being eminent. 

Very few men, ·properly fpeaking, live nt pre. 

frnt, but are providing to live another time. 

- Party i~ the madnds of many, for the gain of 

2 few. 

To endeavonr to work upon the vulgar "vi.th 

fo1r fen!;_.,, is like attempting to hew blocks of 
nia1 J,Je with a razor. 

Si;ip1:1fi.ili011 is the fpleen of the foul. 

lVI ~ 
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He who tells a lye is not (e.nfible how great~ 

tafk he undertakes; for he mufl: be forced to rn

vent twenty more to maintain that o_ne. 

Some people would never learn a.ny thing, for 

.th is reafon, .becau(e they undertlau<l ever;J thi.ng 

too foon. 

There is no.thing want.ing to make all ration..J 

and difinterefl:ed people in the world of one reli

gion, but that they fhoul<l talk together every 

clay. 

Men are grateful in the fame degree that they 

are ref~ntful. 

Young men are fubtle arguers; the doak of 

honour covers all their faults, as that of p.affion 

all their follies. 

CEconomy is no dirgrace; it is be-tter livi:11g on 

a little, than outliving a great <lea!. _ 

Next to the,fatisfacl:ion I receive in the prorpe

rity of an hondt man, I am belt pleafed with the 

confofion of a rafcal. 

What is often termed !hynefa, is nothing mo1·e 

than refined fenfe, and an indifference to commo11 

ob1ervations. 

The higher characl:er a perfon fupports, th~ 

more he !hould regard his minutefi: aEtions. 

Every perfon infenfil>Jy fixes upon fume degree 

of refinement in his difcour!e, fome meaf ure of 



thoi!ght w~1ich he thinks worth exhibiti1~g. It 

is wile to fix this prttty high, althcmgh it occa-

6ons one to talk the lefs. 

To endeavour all one's Jays to fortify our 

rni1:ds with learning and philofophy, is to fpe11d 

fo much in armour, that one has nothino- left to 
. u 

defend. 

Deference often ilirinks and withers as much 

11pon the approach of intimacy, as the fcnGtive 

plant does upon the touch of one's finger. 

I'v1en are fometimes accuftd of pride, merely 

becaufe their acculers woulJ be pro11d then&lves 

if they ~vere in their places. 

, People frequently ufe this expre{fton, I am in

f lined to think fo and fo, 11 ot confidering that 

.tliey are then fpe:;,,king the mo 0: literal of all truths, 

' Modefly makes large amends for til e pain i-.t 

gives the perfons who hbour under it·, by the 

1,n:ju~\i\e it affo rd~ eyery worthy perfon in thc:ir 
& . 
;avour. 

The diffacnce tbere is betwixt honour and ho

ptfty, feeJT,s to be chiefly in the motive. The 

'110ndt man does tliat from duty, which the rn:rn. 
{ 

·of honour does for the fake of ch3raEter. 

A lyar begins with rn::iking falk\icod .ippt3f 

1;ke t1uth, and ends W;.th rn::ikin& lntfli it'..l:Jr ap, 

}itar likt falii:lwccl . 
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Virtue iliould be con!idered as a prt of ta!le, 
~nd we iliould as much avoid deceir, or finiil:er 
n1eanings in difcourfe, as we would puns, bad 
language, or falfe grammar • . 

Deference i~ the moft complipte, tl1e mo!t in-
pireEr, ~nd the mofi elegant of ail corppliments.. 

He that - lies in bed all a fumrner's morning., 
lofts the chief pleafure of the day; he that giv<:fi 
pp his youth to indolence, undergoe~ a lofs of the 
fame kind. 

~hining characler~ are not always t11e moil: 
agreeable ones; the mild radiance of an emerald., 
is by no means lefs pltaiing than tht glare of the 
.i:uby. 

To be at once a rake, and to glory in the ch~
.r aEter:, dikovel"S at the fame _time a bad dilpo!ition 
and a bad tafte. 

How is it pofTible to expefl that mankind will 
take advice, when they will. not fo much as take 
"varning? 

Although men arc accufed for not knowing 
their own weaknefs, yet p erhaps as few know 
;heir own {hengtb. It is in men a~ in foils, where 
fometimes there is a vein of gold which the ownel' 
know~ not of. 

Fine frnft, and exaltd ferifc, are not half fo 
valuab e as common ii::n{e. Th-:re are fo~· ty mcll 



,;;i.f. wit for one man offenfe; and he !hat wi!J carry 

nothing about him but gold, will be every day at 
2, lof.s for wan_t of read y change. 

Learning i!i like mercury, on€' of the mofi pow

trfol aml excellent things ~n the world in lkiJf ti.1 
l!\ands; in un!kilfol, moft mifchievou:,. 

it rnan fiiould never be afhamed to own he has 

s:een in the wrong; which is but faying in other 

w:-,rds ,. that ht: is wifer to-~ay tl.-i_an he was yef. 
terday~ 

\Vherever I find a great ?eal of gra,tiq1de in ~ 

~(,)0:;: man, I take it for grante~ there woulcJ: be as 

;~,1%:h gemrofity, if he were a rich_ man. 

1,i'l0wtvs of rhetoric in forrnons or fer\ous _ di,f

.;-;on,fes, are Eke the blue and red Bowe\·s in corn, 
. ' . \ . 

plc;:afo1g to th,ofe who rnme only for amufernent, 

0-llt prejudicial to him wl~o would re;:ir the profit. 
Jc of'ten happens tl,1at thofe are the belt people~ 

whofa ch3-rafte rs have been moil: inju·red· by flan. 

sh:rers: .i.s we ufually find that to be the foveeteft 
trnit v,hich the birds have been picking at. 

~h1r e:ye of a critic is 0fte1:i li_ke a microfrope-, 
ma<.k fo Vtry fine an<l, nice, tlii~t i;t difcovers the 
atoms, graiv.s, a~1d minutefi aYtide$, without ever 

(:0t:i.1pn:hen<ling the whole, con1paiing the partsii_ 

m· L'n}ng c.11 ;;:.t Ol~ce the li:u:mon_}: ~ 
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l\frn's zeal for religion is much of the fame-kind 

as that which they fhew for a foot-ball; wheneyer 

it is contefl:ed for, every one is r eady to ventur~ 

their liv~s :md limbs in the d ilp ute ; but when 

th at is once at an end, i t is no more thought on , 

but Deeps in oblivion, buried in rubbifh, which 
po one thinks it w orth his p ains to rake intq, 

mucli lefs to remove. 

Honc:>Ur is but a fic1-ious kind of honefly; a 

mean but a neceffa ry fu blt itute for it, in focieties 

who have none; it is a fort of paper-credit, \IV it l: 

whic\1 men are obliged to tracle, who are cleficien~ 

in the fr erling cafh of true morality and reli gion. 

P erfons of great delicacy {hould know th e cer

tai;1ty of the follow in g truth-There are abun~ 

d ance of cales which occalion fufpence, in ,vl!ich, 

wha1ever they_ determine, they wi ll r epent of theiL'. 

determination; and this through a propenfi_ty of 

human nature to fancy hap pit1efs in thofc: fcl1erncs 
_which it does n ot purfue. 

The chief advantage th::, t ancient writers pn 

boafi: over modern ones, feems owing to firnpli
city. Every noble: tru th and fentiment was ex:~ 

prtffed by the fo rmer in a natural manner, in word 

and phrafe fimpfr, perfpicuous, and incapable of 

improvement. What then remained for later 

'P~·iters , but affrc1-ation; ,vitt~cifin, and concl' it ? 



"¼'hat a piece of work is man ! how noble i~ 

n.::don ! how infinite in faculties! in form and 

U10v.i11g, how expn·fs :md aJm irable l .in a£tiot1, 

Jiow Eke au angd-! in apprehenfion, how Eke a

God t 

·Men's, evil m;mners live i}1 brafs ; their v irtue.s 

we write in water. 

1f to do ..,vere as eafy as to ki_iow, what whete 

good to do, chapels hac\ been churches, a);')d poor 

llllen's cottages princes palaces. He js a good 

€livine th:it follows his own infi:rnltions; I earn 

a.a.Ger tirad~ twenty what were good to be <lone, 

than to be one of t~e twent~ to foilow my ow:;:1 

tead1il1g. 

a...4l:8+= 

On forming a Style,. 

llY FELTON. 

G _TVE me leave to touch this fobje&, and draw 

out, for your lJfc, fome of the ehief th-okes, 

fa me of the principal lin~aments, arid fairefr fea

tu res , of a j ufi: and beautiful Hyle. There is no 

ilecdfoy of bt111_g melho<lical, and I will not en

tertain you with a dry fyfiem upoll the matter, bnt 

with VJhar :yoq will n:aJ. with more pleafor~J and~ 
• ' ! •. l l• . . ': 
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I hope, with equal profit, fome de(ultory th onghti. 
in their native order, as they rife in my mindu 
without being reduced to rules , anJ m;irfh::illd 

.accord ing to art. 

To affifl: you, therefo re, as fat' as art may be 
an help to nature, I .£hall proceed to foy fornethi1,g 
of ·what is required in a fininieJ piece to make it 
<:omplete in ;:ill its parts, at1d maflerly in the whole. 

I would not by down any impraclicable 
frhemes, nor trouhle you with a drr formal me-
1:ho<l; the rnle of writing, like that of ou r duty .. 
is perfecl: in its kind; but we muft: rn,1ke allow
-ances for the infirmities of nature; and fince none 
is without his faults, the mo(t that can be faid is? 
That he is the bell: wri.ter, again!t whom the 
fewefi: can be allegedA 

" A cornpofition is then perfect, when the 
"matter i·ifes out of the fubjec't; when the 
" thoughts are agreeal:le to the ma!ter, and th~ 
" expreffion fuitable to the thoughts; where thrr-e 
" is no inconG/tency from lhe beginning to the 
~, end; when the whole is perfpicaous in the: 
'' beautiful order of its p:uts, and formed in dee 
" fymmetry and proportion." 

In every fprightiy genius, the exp:-effi-0n will 
he ever lively as the rhcnghts. All the danger
is; that a wit too fruitful 010ulJ run out into un,. , . . 
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neceffary branches; but when it is matured by 

age, and correcled by ju<lgment, the writer will 

prune the luxuriant boughs, and cut off the foper

fiu ous{hoots of fancy, thereby giving both ftrength 

and beauty to his work. 

Perhaps this piece of difcipline is to young 

wTiters the greatdl: felf-drnial in the world: . to 

co,nGne the fanc.y , to ftifle the birth, much more 

to throw away the beautiful offspring of tl1e brain, 

i's a trial, that none but the mcfr delicat e and 

lively wits can be put to. It is their praife, thv.t 

they are obliged to retrench more w.it than others 

have to bvi{h; _the chippings and filings of thefe 

jewels, could they be preferved, are of more value 

than the whole m:J.fs of ordinary authors; ·and it 

is a maxim with me, that he has not wit enough, 

who has not a great deal to fpare. 

. Jt is by no m·eans neceffary for me to run out 

into_ the fev~ral fons of vvriting : we have general 

rules to jl1clge of all, without being· particular upon 

:any, though the ftyle of an orator be different from 

that of an hift:orian, and a port's from both. 
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On a Maftery .of Language~ 

:FROM THE SAME, 

THE fidl: thing req11.ifite to ajuft CT:yle, is a pet"-
feft m:iftery in the lar\gu::ige ..,ve write in; 

this is not fo cafily attain ed as is commonly ima
gined, and depends upon a competent knowled,g,e 
0f the force and pro.priety of words, a good na
tural talte of fl:rength and dditacy, ;1.nd all tlJe 
beauties of expreffion. It is my ow n opin·ion., 
that all the rules and critical oblervations in th e 
World will never bring a man to a jufr ftyle? who 
]1as not of him[eff a natr,ral eafy w ay of writing 5 

but they will improve a good genius, whrre nab 
ture leads the way, provided he is not too fcrn 
pulous, and does not m:ike himielf a fhve to his 
n!les; for that will in trodute a l?riffnels and af
fetlaticn, whith are utterly abhorrent from alJ 
good writing:. 

By a per feel: m;.ftery in any fanguag.e, I Ul'ltler
ft and not only a ready command of words, llpon 
every occafion , not only the force and wopriety 
of words as to their [eufe ar.id £igniticatiou, but 
more efpecially the pu:rity ,rnd idiom of the lan
guage; for in this a perfea ma(tery confifls. It 
.is to know what is Englifh, ancl 'what is Latin, 
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what is Ji'rench, Spanifh, or Italian, to be able: to 

mark the bounds of each language we write in, to 

point out the difiingui{hing characters, am! pecu

liar phra!es of each tongue; what exprdlicns OJ.' 

manner of expreffion is common to any language 

befides our own, and what is properly and pecu

liarly one phrnfe, and way of fpeaking. For this 

is to !peak or write Englifh in purity and perfec

tion, to let the ftreams run clear an<l unmixed, 

without taking in other languages in the courfe: 

in Englifh, therefore, I would have all Gallicifins 

(for in{tance) avoidt'<l, that our tongue may be: 

fincere, that we may kt:ep to our own language, 

and not follow the French mode in our fpeech, as 

we do in our clothes. It is convenient and pro

fitable fornetirnes to import a foreign word, and 

naturallizt: the phrafe of another nation, but this 

is very /paringly to be allowed; and every fyllable 

of foreign growth ought immeJiately to be di[

cardect, if its u[e and ornament to our hng:uage be 

uot very evi<lent. 

Langu '.'lges, like our bodies, are in a perpetual 

flux, and fb.n<l in need of recruits to fopply the 

place of thofe words th2t are C?ontinually falling 

ofI through di{ide: and fince it is fo, I think it is 

better to raife them at home than abroad. We 

had better rely en our owu troops titan foreign 
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forces, and I believe we have fufficient fcrength 
and numbers within ourfelves: there is a va!t 
treafure, an inexhaufi:ible fond in the old Englifh, 
from whence authors may draw confbnt fupplies, 
as our officers make their furefl: recruits from the 
coal-works :md the mines. The weight, the 
fi-rength, and Jignificancy of many antiquated 
words , {hould recornmcncl them to uJe again. It 
is only. wiping of the ruft they have contraaed, 
and feparating tliem from the drofs they lie min
gled with, and both in value and beauty they 
'"'ill rife above the fl:andard, ratlio- than fall be
low it. 

Perhaps om tongue is not fo mufical to the ear, 
nor fo abundant in multiplicity of words; but its 
ftrength is real, and its words are therefore tl1e 
more ex•1reffi ve: the peculiar charaaer of our lan 
auage is, that it is clofe, compaa, and foll ; and 
our writin ~s (if yon will excufe two Latin ,~;ords) 
come nearefl: to what Tully means by his Prq!}a 
Oralia, They are ,11! weight and fubfrance, good 
meafure prdled together, and running over in a 
redundancy of fenfe, and not of "vor<ls. And 
therefore the purity of our language confifis in 
preferving this character, in writing 'vvith the 
Engli{h fhtngth an I fpirit: let us not envy othtrs, 
that tl:ey a1e more [oft, and_diffu fe 1 and rardi cl· 

3 
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be it our commendation, to write as we pay, in 

true Sterling; if we want fupplies, we had better 

revive old words, than create new ones. I look 

upon our language as good bullion, if we do not 

debafe it with too much allay; and let me leave 

this cenfure with you, That he who corrupteth 

the purity of the Engli{h tongue, with the mo.fl: 

fpecious foreign words and phrafrs, is juft as wife 

as thofe modifh ladies, who change their plate for 

china; for which I think the laudable traffic of 

o1d clothes is much the fai.reCT: barter. 

On Plainnefs and Perfpicuity .. 

FROM THE SAME, 

AFTER this regard to the purity of our bn-

guage, the next quality of a juft fiyle, -is its 

plainnefs and perfpicuity. Tbis is the greateft 

commendation we can give an author, and the 

befl argument, that he is rnafi:er of the language 

he writes in, and the fobje& he writes npon, 

wl1en we underftand him, and fee into the ii.:ope 

and tendency of his thoughts, as we read him. 

All obfcurily of expreffion, and darknefs cf Jenfe , 

do arife from tbe confufion of the writer'~ 

N z 
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thoughts, :ind his want of proper words. If a 

man hath not a cle:ir perception of the matters 
he undertakes to treat of, be his fly le never fo 
plain, as to the words he u les , it never can be 
clear; and if his thoughts upon this fubjeft be 
11ever fo juft and di!tin8:, un}efs he has a ready 
command of words, and a faculty of eafy writing 
in plain ohyious exprdiions, the words will per

plt:x the fenfe, and cloud the clearnef's of his 
thoughts. 

It is the unhappinefs of fome, that they are not 

able to exprefs themfelves clearly: their heads 'are 
crouded with a multiplicity of urdigdted know
ledge, which lits confoled in t he brain, witl~out 
any ordei; or diftinction. It i~ the vice of others, 

to affect: obfcurity in their thoughts and language, 
to write in a difficult~ crabbed ftyle, and perplex 

tht reaper with an intricate meaning in more it1-

tricate words. 

The com n,on way of offending againfi: plain

nefs and ptrfpi~uity of ftyle, is an afft8:ation of 

hard unu fu al words, and of clofe contracted pe

riods: the faults . of pedants and fententious 

writers! that are vainly oftentatious of their 
!yarning, or their wifdom. Hard words and 
quaint expreffions are abominable: wherever you 

tP,e~t foch a ~trit1=r, throw him afide for a i;oy~ 



flOUQ_U ET. 1 37 

comb. Some authors of n ·putation have ufecl a 

!hort and concife way of e-xpreffion . I rnufi own; 

and if th ey are Eot fo clear as o thers, the fault is 

to be laid on the brevity they labour afte r: for 

while we fiudy to be concife, we can hardly avoid 

being obfcure. We croud our thoughts into too 

fmall a compafs, and art fo f paring of our words, 

thqt we will not afford enough to exprers our 

meamng. 

There is another extreme in obfc11re writers, 

not much taken notice of, which fome empty con

ceited heads are apt to run into, out of a prodi

gality of words, ::ind a want of fenfe. This is._ 

the evtrangance of your copious writers, who lol'e 

th eir meaning i11 the multitude of words, and bury 

their fenfe u1.der heaps of phrafrs. Their under., 

fianding is rather rarefied than condenied ; their 

meauing, we cannot fay, is dark and thick; it is 

too light am! fubtle to be diCcerned: it is f pread 

fo thin, and diffufcd fo wide, that it is hard to be 

collecl:ec.l. Two lines would expre!'s all they fay 

in two pages: it is nothing but whipt ryllabub 

and froth, a little varni01 anJ gilding, without 

any folidity or fubilance. 

N 3 
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On the Decorations and Orna-:' 
µ1ents of Sty le. 

f~~M THE S.~M~. 

rTHE deepdl: riyers have the pbinefl furface, 
. and the purefl: water~ arc: always clearefl:~ 

Cryfl:al ~s not the leCs fol id for being tranfparrnt; 
thfj. value of a fiyle ri[es like the value of precious 
fiones. If it be dark and cloudy, it is in v3in to 
poli{h it: it bears its worth in its native looks, 
and the fame art which er1hances its price, \,,;hen it 
1s clear, only deb-afes it, if it bed11l!. 

You fee I have borrowed fame metaphors to 
explain n1y thoughts ; and it is, I believe, impof
fible ~o Jefcribe the pbinnefs and clearn efs of 
fiyl~, without fome expreffion cleare~- than the 
terms I am otherwife boµnJ up to u '.·e. 

You muCT: give me lt;ave to ·go on with you to_ 
the dei;:orations and ornamepts of fiyle: there is 
no inco,nfilt<'.ncy between the plainnefs and perfpi
cuity; and the ornament of w,·iting. A fiyle re
kn1bleth l1eauty, where the face is clear and plai~ 
as to (yrnmetry ,rnd proportion, but is capal..i1e of 
womkrfu! i111provements, as to featu res and com
plc:xiun. If I may ftranlgre[s in too frequtr.t al
{1£iui: ..:, btc;i.uf'e I woul<l inak~ e,rery thing plain-
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t-o you, I would pafs on from painters to fiatuaries, 

whofe excellence it is at fir(l to form true and jnl1: 

proportions, and afterwards to give them that 

foftnefs, that expreffion, that !lrength and deli. 

cacy, which make them almofl: breathe and live~ 

The decorations of fiy le qrt: f0rme~ out of thofe 

feveral fchemes arnl figures, which are contri\·ed 

to expreJs the paffions and motions of our minds 

in onr f pee ch; to give life and om amen t, grace 

and beauty, to ollr c:xpreffions. I 01all not under

take the rhetorician's pro\'ince, in giving you an 

accou1}t of all the figures they have; invented, and 

th~le feveral ornaments of \-VI iting, \,Vhofe grace 

and commen<lation lie in being nfed with judg

ment and propriety. It were endlels to purf"ue 

t ·his fubject tbr-ough a~l the fchernes and illufha

tions off peech: bu·t there arc foHne ~G\nmon forms, 

which every writer upon every !ubjecl: may u(e, to 
t:nliven and adorn his work. 

Thefe are metapl1or ::ind Gmilitu<le; and thole 

images and reprefenta1ions th::it :.ire drawn in the 

ftron ge !\: and moll Evdy colours; to irnp1 int what 

th e writer woqld hav·e bis readers conceive, ino!'e 

d eep ly on thc>ir minds. In the choice, ~md in th\'! 

uL of thefe, ·your ordinary wri~crs are m?,ft r1pt 

to offend. Images are very fp aritigly to Ix: intro

~ JCL J; their p roper phce i:; ifl ponn:i a~HI ora-
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tions; an<l their ufe is to move pity or tenor, ad

miration, compaffion, anger, and refentrnent, by 

reprefen~ing fomething very affectionate, or very 

dn::adful, very afionifhing, very rniferable, or very 

provoking, to our thoughts, They give a won

<lerful force and beauty to the fubjea, where they 

are painted by a mafl:erly h:rnd; but if they are 

either weakly drawn, or un!k:ilfully' placed, they 

raife no paHion but indignation in the reader. 

~ 

On Metaphors and Similitudes. 

FROM THE SAME, 

T HE 1110ft common ornaments are Metaphor 

and Similitude. One is an alh1fi0n to words, 

the other to things; and both have their beauties, 

if properly applied. 

Similitu<les ought to be drawn from the mofr 

familiar and befl: known pa. rticulars in the world: 

if any thing is dark and obfcure in them, t11e pur. 

pofe of ufing them is defeated; and that which 

is not c1 ear itfe] f, can never give light to any 

thing th at wants it. It is the idle fa1~cy 0f fome 

poor brains, to run out perpetually into a courfe 

of fimilitudes, confounding their fobjc-cl by the 



BOUQ._U ET. 

mult itudes of likene11cs; and making it like fo 

many things, th::it it is like nothing at all. This 

1:J·ifli_9g humour is good for nothing, but to con

vi.lice us, that the author i~ in the dark himfelf; 

and, while he is likening his fubjecl to every 

t1'iing, ht knoweth not what it is like. 

There is a not her tedious fault in fome firnile 

men; which is, drawing their comparifons into a 

great le11gth and minute particulars, where it is 

of no importance whether the refernblance h olds 

or not. But the true art of illufl:rating any fub

jett by fimilitud e, is, fidl: to pitch on [uch a refem

blance as all the world will agree in: and thr.n, 

witho1s1t being careful to have it run on all fours, 

to touch it only in the ftrongefi: lines, and the 

neareil: likenefs. And this will fecure us from all 

ftiffnefs and formality in fimilitude, and deli vei;

us from the naufeous repetition of as and fa, 
. which fome fo fo writers, if I may beg leave to 

call them fo, are rontinually founding in our ears. 

I h~ve no thing to fay to thofe gentlemen who 

bring fimil_itudes and. fo~·get the refernbbnce'. All 

the pleafure we can ta!,;e, wlien we meet thefe pro • 

mifing Cparks, is in the Ji fa ppointment, where 

we find their fancy is fo l~ke their fubje8:, that i~ 

i~ nol like at al Ii 
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Metaphors require great judgment and confi

deration in the ufe of them. They are a fhorter 

fimilitude, where the likenefs is rather implied 

than expreffed. The fignification of one word, 

in metaphors, is transferred to another, and we 

talk of one thing in the terms and propriety of 

another, but there muft be a common refemblance, 

fome original likenefs in nature, fome correfpond

ence and eafy ~ranlition, or metaphors are {hock

ing and confured. 

The beauty of them dirplays itfelf in their eafi

nefs and propriety, where they are naturally in

troduced: but where they are forced and croudeJ, 

too frequent and v1rious, and <lo not rife out of 

the courfe of thought, but are con!l:rained and 

:preffed into the fervice, inflea<l of making the dif

courfe more lively and cheerful, they make it ful

]en, dull, and gloomy. 

You mufl: form your judgment upon the beft 

models and the moft celebrated pens, where you 

will find the metaphor in al l its grace and ftrength, 

1heJ<ling a lu{he and beauty on the work. For 

jt ought never to be ufcd but when it gives 

greater force to the fentence, an illultration to 

the thought, and inlinuates a filent argument in 

the a-11ufion. The ufe of metaphors is not only 

to convey the thought in a more pleafing manneP 
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but· to give it a fhonger impreffion, and enforce 
it on the mind. Where this is not regar<lec!, 
they are vain and trifling tralh; and in a <l ue 
obfervance of this, in a pure, chal1:e, natural ex
preffion, confifi: th; jufi:nefs, beauty, and delicacy 
of fi:yle. 

On Epithets. 

FROM THE SAME. 

I HAVE faid nothing of Epithets. Their bu-
finefs is to eY.prefs the nature of the things 

they are applied to; and the choice of them de
pends upon a good judgment, to ?iitinguiih what 
are the mofl: proper titles to be given on all occa
fions, and a complete knowledge in the accidentsll 
qu :i lities, and affecl:ions of every thing in rhe 
world. They 'are of moil: ornament whn they 
are of ufe: they are to determine the characler of 
every perfon, and decide the merits of every 
caufe; confcience and ju ft ice are to be regarded, 
and great fkill and exac1nef..., are required in the 
u[e of them. For it is of great importance to 
call things by their right names: the points of 
fatire, and !trains of compliment, depend 1.1pon 



THE LITERARY 

it, otherwife we_ may make an afs of a lion, 

commen<l a man in fatire, and lampoon him in 

panegync. Here alfo there is room for genius: 

common juf1:ice and judgment l11ould dircet us to 

fay what is proper at lealt; but it is parts and 

fire that will prompt us to the molt livtly and 

mo.ft forcible l:'pitbds that can be applied: and it 

is in their energy and propriety their beauty lies. 

On Allegories. 

FROM THE SAME. 

A LLEGORJES I need not mention, becaufe 

they art not fo much an ornament of fly le, a:. 

an artful way of recommending trnth to the world 

fo a borrowed fhape, and a dn;fs more agreeably 

to the fancy, than naked truth herfelf Gill be. 

Truth is ever rno{t beautiful and evident in her 

native drefs: and the arts that c:re ufed to convey 

her to our minds, are no argument that {he js de

fici ent , but fo many te!timonies of the corruption 

of our nature, when truth of all things the pl a in

efl: an cl !incerdt, is forced to e-ain aJmittance to 
v 

us rn dilguifr·, and comt us in mafqu er;1de. 
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On the Sublime. 

FROM THE SAME, 

THERE is one ingredient more required to the 

perfection of ftyle, which I have partly 

mentioned alrea<ly, in lj)eaking of the fuitablends 

of the thoughts to the fobjc:cl:, and of the ..,ords 

to the thoughts; but you will g ive me leave to 

conficlc:r it in another li g ht, with regard to the 

rn aj cll:y and dignity of the fubjecl:. 

It is fit, as we have fai<l already, that the 

thoughts and expreffions iliould be fuited to the: 
matter on all occauons; but in nobler and greater 

fubjecl:s, elpecially where the theme is facred and 
<liv ine, it mufl: be our care to think and write up 
t o t he dignity and maj efi:y of the things we pre

fu me to trea t of: nothing little, mean, or !ow, no 

chilJ ifh thoughts, or boyi!h expreffions, will be 

end ured: all mufl: be awful and grave, and great 

and folemn. The noblefr fentiments muft be con 

veyed in the weightidt words: all ornaments and 

i llufi:ra tions mu!\: be borrowed from the riche!t 

p arts of univerfal nature; and in divine fubjecl:s , 

ef11eci ally when we a ttempt to fpeak of God, of 

his widom, goo<lne!s, and power, of his mercy 

,.n.J. j uft ice, of his di fpen rations and. pn~vidence, · 
0 
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(by all which he is pleafed to manifefi: himfelf tG 

the fons of men) we mull raife our thoughts, and 

enlarge our minds, and fearch all the treafures of 

knowledge for every thing that is great, won. 

derful, and magnificent: we can only exprefs our 

thoughts of the Creator in the works of his crea

tion; and the brighefl: of thefe can only give us 

fome faint fhadows of his greatnefs and his glory. 

The fhongell figures are too weak, the molt ex

alted language too low, to exprefs his ineffable 

excellence. No hyperbole can be br.ought to 

heighten our th~ughts ; . for info fublime a theme, 

nothing can be hyperbolical. The riches of ima

gination are poor, and all the rrvers of eloqnence 

art dry, in fupplying thought on an infinite fub

jecr. How poor and mean, bow bafe and grovel

ling, are the H.eathen conceptions of the Deity! 

fomething fublime and noble mull needs be faid 

on fo great an occafion; but in this great article, 

the moft celebrated of the Heathen• pens feems to 

flag and fink; they bear up in no pr.oportion to 

the dignity of the theme, as if they were deprelfed 

by the weight, and dazzled with the fplendour of 

the fubjec1. ·· 

We have no infi;nces to produce of ,any writers 

that nie at all to the majefi:y and dignity of the 

Divine Attributes ex cept the facred penmen. N~ 

3 
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Jefs than Divine Inf piration multi er.able men to 

write worthily of God, and none but the Spirit of 

God knew how to expre[s his greatnefs, and diC. 

play his glory : in comparifon of thefe divine 

wri_ters, the greatefl: geniules, the noblelt wits of 

the Heathen world, are low and dull. Tlie fob

lime majefty and royal magnificence of the fcrip

ture poems are above the reach, and beyond the 

power of all mortal wit. Take the befl: and live

lieft poems of antiquity, and read them as we do 

the fcriptures, in a profe tranflation, and they at·e 

fiat and poor. Horace, and Virgil, and Homer, 

lofe their fpirits and tl;eir ftreogth in the transfu

fion, to that degree, that we hnve hardly patience 

to read them. But the facred writings, even in 

our tranflation, preferve tht'ir majel1y and their 

glory, and very far forpafs the brighteft aad no

b left ·compofitions of Greece and Rome. And 

this is not owing to the richnefs and folemnity of 

the ealtern eloquence (for it holds in no other in

ftance) but to the di.vine direthon and affiftance 

of the holy writers . For, let me only make this 

remark, that the motl literal tranflation of the 

fcri ptures, in the moft natural fignification of the 

word.s, is generally the befr; and the fame punc

tualnefs, which debafes other writings, preferves 

the fpirit and majefry the facred text: it can fuffer 

0 z. 
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no improvement from human wit; and we m~y 

obferve, that thofe who have prefumed to heighten 

t'he expreffions hy a poetical tranfiation or para

phrafe, have fonk in the attempt; and all the de

corations of tlieir verfe, whether Greek or Latin, 

have not been able to reach the dignity, the ma. 

jelly and folemnity of our profe: fo that the profe 

of fcripture cannot be improved by verfe, and 

even the divine poetry is moll like itfelf in profe. 

One obfervation more I would leave with you: 

},,filton himfelf, as great a genius as he was, owes 

his fuperiority over Homer and Virgil, in majeity 

of thought ancl fplen<lour of expreffiol'), to the 

fcriptures: they are the fountain from which he 

derived his light; the facred treafure that enriched 

his fancy, and furnifiiecl him with all the truth 

:ind wonders of God and his creation, of angels 

and men; which no mortal brain was able either 

to difcover or conceive: and in him, of all human 

writers, you will meet all his fentiments an<l 

words raifed and fuitecl to the greatnefs and dig

nity of the fobjecl:. 

I have detained you the longer on this majelly 

of fly le; being perhaps myfelf carried away with 

the greatnefs and pleafore of the contempbtion. 

vVhat I have dwelt fo much on, with ref'pect to 

<l i vine fubject s, is more ea!ily to be obfervecl with 
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reference to hum all: for in all things below di vi-

11ity, we are rather able to exceed than fall fhort; 

and in adorning all other fubjects, our words and 

fentiments may ri fe in a juf!: proportion to them: 

nothing is above the reach of man, but heaven 9 

and the fame wit can raife a human f ubjecl:, that 

only <l ebafes a di\·inc. 

Rules of Order and Proportion. 

FROM THE SAME. 

AFTER all thefe excelleni:;ie ~ of fry le, in puri-

ty, in plainnefs and perfpicuity, in orname~t 

and 111ajdty, are confidere<l, a fini<hed piece, of 

what kind foever, mufi {hine in the order and pro

portion of the whole; for light rifts out of order, 

and beauty from proportion. In architcc1:ure and 

painting, thefe fi{l and relieve the eye, A jult 

difpofition gives us a clear view of the whole at 

once; an<l 1he dqe fymm etry and proportion of 

ev,1·y part in itfe!f, and of all together, leave no 

v.ic<1ncy in our thoughts or eyes: nothing is 

want in g , every thing i,; complete, and w~ ar~ 

(a~i5fit·d in belwk1ing. 

0 ?, 
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But when I f peak of or<ler :mJ proportion, I do 

not intend any {l:iff an<l formal method, but only 

a proper <li{hibution of the parts in general, 

where they follow in a natural courfe, an~l are 

not confounded with one another. Laying d\)wn 

a fcheme, and marking out the divifious and iub

divifions of a dii'courfe, are only neceffary in fyf

tems, an<l fome pieces of controve:rfy and argu

mentation: you fee, however, that I have ven

tured to write without any cleclared order; anJ 

this is allowable where the method ope11s as yon 

read; and the order_difcovers itfelf in the progrels 

of the fobjecl:: but certainly, of all pieces that 

were ever written in a proftfl'c-d an<l fl:ated method, 

and di/li11gui01e<l by the number and fucceffion 9,f 
,.their parts, our Engli(h fennons are the com

pletefl: in order and proportion ; the method is fo 

eafy and natural, the part s bear fo jufl: a propor

tion to one another, that among many others, this 

may p:ifs for a peculiar commen<lation o: them;, 

for thoJe divifions and particulars, which obfcure 

and perplex other writings, give a clearer light to 

ours. All that I would infinuate, therefore, is 

only thi s, that it is not neceffary to lay the method 

we ufe before the r.::aJer, only to write, and the:J 

l1e will read, in on.l er. 
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But it requires a full cornm,rnd of the fubjcEr, 

a cli{hncl: view, to keep it always in fight, or elfe, 

without J:Jme method nrfl: dtfignec.l, we {hnuld he 

in danger of lofing it, anJ wanc.luing after it, 

ti'll we have loft ourt"elves, and bewilclc:rt~l tht: 

rea<ler. 

A prefcribed ml:!thoJ is necdfary for ,,·e:1hr 

heads, but the beauty of order is its freedom and 

unconllraint: it rnult be difperJ~d and !hine in all 

the parts through the whole performance; but 

there is no nectfEty of writing in trammels, when 

we can move more at e:dt: without them; neithff 

is tl1c proportion of writing to be meaforccl out 

like the proportions of a horfe, where eyery p:1rt 

mull be drawn in the mi11utefl rdpecl: to th\: lize 

and bignefs of the refi:; but it is to be taken by 

the mind, :rncl formed upon a general view anJ 

confideriltion of the w.hole. The !latuary that 

carves Hercules in fio11e, or c::db, him in brals, 

may be obliged to take his dime1.fions from his 

foot; bnt the poet that <lekribes him is not bC'un~ 

up to the geometer':; rule; 1 or is an a~thor u,n<ler 

any obligation to write by the fc:ile. 

Thefc hints will fc:rve to gi,·e yon fome notion 

of order and proportion; and I m11fl: not dw!!ll 

too long upon· them, left I tranfgreJs the I ult:s I 

an hying down~ . 
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I-Iovv to form a right Tafle., 

FROM THE SAM):;. 

A PERFECT mafl-ery and elegance of fry le is 

to be learned from the common rules , but 

mult be improved by reading the orators and 

poets, and the celebrated mailers in every kind i 

thjs will give you a right talle, and a true reli01; 

ancl. when you can diflingu101 the beauties of every 

fini01ed piece, you will write yourfelf with eqaul 

commendation. 

I do not ::iffc:rt that every good writer mull: have 

a genius for poetry; I know Tully is an unde

:ni:.ble C:'Xception : but I will venture to affirm~ 

that a foul that is not move<l with poetry, and has 

no tafl:e tk1t way, is too c\1111 and lumpi/h ever t9 

write wit h any profreEl: of be~ng read. It is a 

fata l mill:ake, and fimple fuper!l~tion, to diicourage 

youth from poetry, and endeavo ll' to prejml1<::e 

tt1em againfl it; if they are of a poet:~al genius, 

there is no re/haining then-,. Ovid, you know~ 

v,:-is deaf to his father's freq_t.:t:nt admonitions. 

~ut if they are not qu~te [111~ttel1 :!nd bewitched 

"l(vith love of verfc, they 01oulrl be trained to it, tq 

1,nke them mafh:rs of every kind of poetry, that 

y k:-1ri1ing to irµitate the origin:\ls, they may 
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arrive at a right conception, and a trne tafte of 

their authors: and being able to write in verie 

upon occafion, I can affure you, is no <lifadvan

tage to profe; for without reli{hing the one, a 

man mnfl: never pretend to any t;ifie oft he other. 

TaG-e is a metaphor, borrowed from the palate, 

by which we approve or di!like what we eat and 

.drink, from the agreeablenefs or difagreeableners 

of the reli{h in our mouth. Nature clirecl:s us in 

the common ufe, and every body can tell f weet 

from bitter, what is !harp, or four, or vapid, or 

naufeous, hut it requires fenfes more refined and 

excercifed, to difcover every talte that is mofl: 

perfect in its kind; every palate is not a judge 

of that, al)(l yet drinking is more ufed than read

ing. All that I pretend to know of the m~tter, 

is, that wine fhould be, like a fiyle, clear, deep, 

bright, an<l fl:rong, fincere an<l pure, found and 

dry, (as our advertifements do well expref<, it) 

which lafl: is a commendable term, that contains 

the juice of the richeft fpirits, and only keeps out 

all cold an<l dampnefs. 

It is common to commend a m:rn for an ear 

to mulic, an<l a tafl:e of palming; which are no

thing but a jufl: difcernment of what is excelknt 

and moll perfecl in them. The firft depends en

tii·ely on the ear; a man can never exp~ct to be a 
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ma!ter, that has not :111 ear tuned and fet -to mu-

fie; and you can no more fing an ode without aR 

ear, than without a genius you can write one. 

Painting, we {hould think, requires fome under

ftanding in the art, and exaa knowledge of the 

bell mafter's manner, to be a -h1dge of it; b1-1t 

this faculty, like the reft, is founded in :11ature: , 

knowledge in the art, and frequent converfation 

with the befi: originals, will certainly perfecl: a 

man's judgment; but if there is not a natural 

fagacity and aptnefs, experience will be ofno great 

fersice. A good tafte is an argument uf a great 

foul, a-s well as a lively wit. It is the infirmi ty 

.of poor [pirits to be taken with every appear

ance, and dazzled by e 1e i y thing that fiiarkles; 

but to pafs by what tl-ie generality of the world 

admires, and to be detained with nothing ,hut 

what is mofi: perfea a-nd ~xcellent in its kind, 

fpeaks a fuperior genius, and a true <,l.ifcernment: 

a new picl:ure by fome meaner hand, where the 

.colours are fre(h and lively, will engage the eye, 

but the plea(ure goes off with looking, and what 

we r;in to at fir!l: witb eagernefs, we prefenrly leave 

with incliffcTence: but the old pieces of Raph3.el, 

Michael Angelo, Tintoret, and Titian, tbougl 

not fo inviting at fir.fl:, open to the eye by degrees: 

and th e longer and oftener we lo0k, we frill difco-
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ver new beauties and fin<l new pleafure. I am 

not a man of fo much feverity in my temper as to 

allow you to be pleafed with. nothing but what is 

in the lafl: perfection; for then, poffihly, fo many 

are the infirmities of writing, beyond other arts, 

you could never be pleafed. There is a wide dif

ference in being nice to judge of every degree of 

perfection, and rigid in refufing whatever is defi

cient in any point. This would only be weaknels 

oI fi:omach, not any commendation of a good pa

.late; a true ta~e judges of defects as well as per

fections, and the be(½: judges are always the µer

fons of the greatefi: canJour. They will find 

none but real faults, and whatever they commend, 

the praife is jufl:ly due. 

I have intimat~d already, th:,it a good tafl:e is 

to 1Se formed by reading the beft authors.; and 

when you fhall be able to point out their beauties) 

to difcern the bri~hteft paffages, the firength and 

elegance of their language, you will always write 

yourfelf, and read. others by that llarnhrd, and 

mult therefo1:e neceffarily excel. 
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A Recapitulation. 

FRO:V! THE SAME. 

I SHALL make no formal recapitulation of 

what I have delivered. Out of all thefe rules 

together, rifrs a jufl: fiyle, and a perfect compoJi

tion. All the latitude that. can be admitted, is in 

the ornament of writing; we <lo not require every 

antbor to /hine in gold a11djewels: there is a mo

deration to be ufed in the pomp and trappings of 

.i d ifcourie: it is not necdfary that every part 

!hould be c:rnbelli/hed and adorned; but the deco

ration !hould be fkilfully diHributed through the 

whole: too full and glaring a light is offrn/ive, 

and confounds the eyes: in heaven it[elf there are 

vacancies and [ paces between the fl:ars ? and the 

<lay is not lei's beautiful for being interfperftd 

with clouds; they ouly moderate the brightnefs 

of the fun, and, without diminifhing from his 

fplendour, gild and adorn themfelves with his 

rays. But to <le[cend from the fkies: It .is in 

writing as in drels; the richdt habits are r.ot al

ways the completefi, and a gentleman may make 

a better figure in :;i plain foit th :rn in an embroi

d ered coat: the drei:; <leptnds upon the imagina

tion, Gut mufr be adjufted by the judgment, con-
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wry M the opini on of the ladies, who v,duc no

tciltofog, ho:t a g ood fancy in the choice of their 

c!br.hes;.. The fir(t excellence is to vvrite in puri ry, 

?h1ft1<1fJ,, an<l clearly; there is no difpenfation from 

tlh~Jtc~ bHr afterw;1nls you have your choice of 
(:(!)illmntrs, acnd may en liven, a<lorn, and paint your 

foUtfcX-'1 :;11:,, you plea f"e . 

:!111: \'.<.'dting, the mks have .a rehtiou an<l cle-

111'<:!k:1:1,c;e. on one another. They are licld in one 

f(%li~t1 {,ro;;id, an<l joined, like the mor.il virtues, 

.3ll11\C\'. E~!trc1·al arts, in a fort of ha rmony :ind concord. 

Hi tclh1a1t. cannot write pure, plain EngE01, mu!l: 
Jl'<f.'{;'tlJ ~~tend to write at all; it is in vain for him 

t~ &1reils, anJ adorn his difcour Ce ; the finer he tn

&@~G)'tl,J:'S ro make it, he makt-s it only the more 

i;i&k~Lulifs. Ami, on the other fide, let a man 

•·•iriw ~11 the exaEl:efi purity and propriety of lan

gt1taigt,, if he bas not life and fire, to give his work 

(i<l11l1I'e fo:ct: and fpirit, it is notl1ing but a mere 

,;<!,O.'Ji(e, :wd a lumpifh unwieldy maCs of matt t:r. 

Ifot tt'>icry true gen ius, who is perfell: mafler of 

1.h~ kh1gnage he writes in, will it:t no fitting orna

mtlitti m1J decorations be wanting. His fancy 

ffows in the richeft: vein, and gives hi s pieces f1.1ch 

)i ydy (solours , and [o beautiful a complexion, that 

j'O<I wt,nild ainiofl: fay his own blood and !i)irits 

wr:rt (r:Ins.Cu'.c<l into the work, 
p 
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On the Beauty of Epiftoia-ry 

vVriting .. 

BY BLAIR. 

ITS firft and fundamental requiiite is, to be -na-

tural and fimple; for a fiiff and laboured 

manner is as bad in a letter, as it is in conve1fa

tion. This does not banifh fprightlinefs and 

wit. Theie are graceful in letters, ju!r as they a,re 

in converfation: when they flow eafily, and w.ith

out being lludied; when employed fo as to · fe::t

i~n, not to cloy. One who, either in converfa

tion or in letters, affecls to 0l-ine and to fparkl~ 

always, will not pl·eafe long. 

The fiyle of letters fhoulcl not be too h,ighly 

poli01ed. It ought to be neat-and correcl-, but no 

more. All nicety about words betrays /lucly; 

and hence mufical periods, and appearances of 

number and b.annony in arrangement, fhould be 

carefully avoided in letters. The beft letters are 

commonly fuch as the authors have written with 

mofl: facility. What the heart or the ima g ina

tion dicl-ates, always flows readily; but where 

there is no fubjecl- to warm or interefi, theft con-

11:raint appears : ind hence1 thofe letters of mere 
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rarnpliment, congr;:itulation, or affecl-ed condol

ance, which have coft the authors moft labour in 

compofing, and which, for that reafon, they per

haps confider as their malttr-pieces, never fail 

of being the moft difagreeablt: and infipid to the 

readers. 

It ought, at the fame time, to be remembered, 

that the eafe and fimplicity which I have recom

mended in epifl:ohry correfpondence, are not to 

be undedlood as importing entire careldfnefs. In 

writing to the mofl: intimate friends, a certain 

degree of attention, both to the fuhjecl anJ the 

fiyle, is requifite and becoming. It is no more 

than vvh~{t we owe hoth to ourfelves, and to the 

friend with whom we correfpond. A {k,venly 

and negligent manner of writing, is a difobliging 

mark of want of rd'pecl-. The liberty, bdides, 

of writing letkrs with too cartlefs a hand, is apt 

to betray p~rfons into imprudence in what th ey 

write. The fidl: requilite, both in converfation 

.'ind corre1pondence, is to attend to all the prope1· 

decorums which our own characl-er, and that of 

others, dem;llJJ. An imprudenteY.preffion in con

-w-,-rfation may be forgollen and p:cifs away; but 

vi,hen we take the pen into our hand, we muQ 

11emember, that "Litera fcripta manet:• 

p 1. 
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On Pliny's Lettcr_s,. 

FROM THE SAME .• 

pLINY's letters are one of the moA: ,ce'.lc-fu¥:i-Ud 
collecrions which the ancients lrnv,e gi~•a~ 1Jl1~~,, 

in the epifl:olary w'J.y. They are .eJieg:a!lM: ~1t.1~ 

polite; and exhibit a very pleaGng -a.l'J<!l ~~ii~llli:: 
view of the author. But, according t0 ,tiwi Wll:lli:a1:r 
phnJe, they fmell too much oft.be Ja,m?, '111U1' 
arc too elegant and fine ; and i-t is :n(il\t ~!5;- t~ 

avoid thinking, that tbe author is c.aCT:i111:g :,1n ~-~, 
towards the Public, when be .is ap~iWJ.t~g ~~ 

write only for his frienc~s . Nothing j!lu~&~I ~, 
more difficult, th:i.n for an author, \\'hu ·B~\..lli~,J; 

> 

his own letters, to divefl: himfdf altogefhi ll" ~f 
attention to the opinion of the world Ji.ro w1n1t ll~t 
fays ; by which means, he becomes m11:1.d~ Ud§ 
agt·eeable than :-! man of parts would be, it'~ 'lf<-~<tj\~:, 

m)t any confhaint of this fol·t, be wen: w,r.itmg :~ 
bi~ .intim:.ite friend., 
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On Cicero's Letters. 

FROM THE SAM 1:. 

cICERO's epi~les, though not fo fl10wy az 

thofe of Pliny, are, on ftveral :1ccounts, a 

far more valuable collection; indctu, the mo!t 

vah1able collecrion of letters extant in any lan

gm1ge. They are letters of real bufinefs, written 

to- the greateft men of the age, compofe<l with 

pm·ity and elegance, but without the leaft affect

ation; and, what adds greatly to their merit, 

written without any intention of being publifhed 

!lo the world. For it appears that Cicero never 

kept copies of his own letters; and we a··e wholly 

• indebted to the care of his freed -man Tyro~ fo1· 

the large colleclion that w.1s made, after his death, 

~f thofe which are now e:xtant, amounti11g to near 

.i thcnfa:id ,.t . They contain the moft authentic 

m:iteri;ils of the lii{kry of that age; and are the 

laft monuments which remain of Rome in its free 

Hate; the ;reatefl: part of them being written 

~• 5;::c h:s letter to Atti:us, which was wri-ttcn a year or two 

bc:ore- his death, in whi~h he tells Lim, in anfwcr to fomc it:• 

uiric.s conc~rning· his cpiftles, that !;c had no collection of them\' 

;(.ld 1.h,it Tyro h~.d cr.ly .:.bcut .i.:ver.ty of tl:em. 
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Ju ring that important criiis, when the rep'lli)ljc 
was on the point of ruin; the moil: jnterefl:ii-ig 
firuatio11 perhaps, which is to be found i.l'l th~ 
aff.-1irs of mankind. To his intimate fr!ff1<ls, 
elpecia)ly to Atticus, Cicero lays OJ>t'l'l JiimfrJf 
and his heart} with entire !"rcedorn. In the ,ourJc 
of his corref"pon<lence with 9:hers, we :;.:i:r.t: lll• 
tro<luced into .~cquaint:inc~ with fever::i1 of t h~ 
principal perfon ::igc:s of Rome 7 at1d it is n:m;,r.k
aple tlut mofl: of Cicero's correfpondents, a-s ~,dt 
as himfelf, are elegant and polite writers, :an.il 
which ferves to heighten our idea of the 1:a& and 
rn::inners of the age. 

Oo Pope's and Swift's l.ettcn .. 

FROM THE SA.1E. 

1I_'H--I1? mofhliftinguilhed collection of letters ii, 
the Englin, language, is that of l.\·1r. Popt1 

D.::i n S,>v ifr, and their friends; p::i.nly puhli{h?J 
in :i\rfr. Popt 's works, and partly in thole of D~>an 
~,,.,jf . Th:s collecli:m is , on the whok, all en

tertaini ng anr\ agrec:ible one; an ti contains much 
\•it and ingenuity. It is not, however , altoge
d\?:r fq:e of the fault which I imputcJ to PJ;ny's 



DOU Q__U ET. 

Epi(tles, of t,oo much itudy and refinement. 

Thoie of Dr. Arbuthnot, in part icul ar, always 

deferve praife. Dean Swift's alfo are unaffected; 

and as a proof o,f their being fo, they exhibit his 

cl1c1ra8:er fully, w~th all its defeEts. Several of 

Lord Bolihgbroke's,, and of Bi/hop Atterbury's 

Letters, are mafl:erly. , The cenfure of writing 

Jetters in too artificial a manner falls heav idl: 

on Mr. Pope himfelf. There is vifibly more 

Hudy and leis of nature and the heart in his letters 

than in thofe of fome of his corre[ppndents. He 

}1ad formed himfelfon the manner of Voiture, and 

is too fond of writing like a wit. His letters 'to 

ladies are foll of affec1:ation. Even in writing ,to 

11is friends, how forced an introduction is the fol

lowing, of a letter to Mr. Acldi!on: "Tam more 

" jc,yed at your retnrn, than I fhoul<l be at that 

" of the Sun, as much as I with for him in this 

" melancholy wet feafon; but it is his fate too, 

" like yours, to be dif"plea{ing to owls and obiceni: 

" animals, who cannot bear this lulhe." How 

i1iff a compliment is it, which he pays to Bi01op 

A tterbury: " Though the noifo and daily bufl:le 

" for the ,Public be now over, I dare fay, yon are 

" ihll tendering its welfare; as the Sun in winter, 

" when 1eemi;1g to retirt! from the world, is pre

(' paring warmth and benedictions for a bette1· 
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fealon.,, This fentence might be lol erated in :in 

harangue; but it is very unluitable to the Hyle of 

one friend correrponding with another. 

On the different Kinds of Poetical Com

pofition in the Sacred Books, &c. 

BY BLAIR. 

THE feveral kinds of poetical compofition 

which we find in fcripture, are chiefly the 

di<laEtic, elegiac, pafcoral, and lyric:. Of the di

daEtic fpecies of poetry, the B 0ok of Proverbs i~ 

the principal inftance. The nine f.r(t chaptel's of 

that book are highly poetical, ad orned with many 

Jiftinguilhed graces and figures of expreffion. At 

the xo:h chapter, the fl:yle is fenfibly alte red, and 

defcends in to a lower ft rain, which is continued to 

the end; retaining however that fententious, point

ed manner, and that artful conftruEtion of period-, 

which difl:i11~ui(hes all the Hebrew poetry. The 

Book of EcclefiaCT:es comes likewifr under t his 

head; and fome of the Pfalms, as the 119 th in 

particldar. 
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Of the Elegiac and Pafioral 
Poetry of Scripture. 

FROM THE SAME, 

OF elegiac poetry, many very beautiful fpeci e 
mens occur in l'cripture; 1u€h as the lament 

ation of David over his friend Jonathan; feveral 

pa!fa.ges in the prophetical books; and feveral 

of David's Pfalms compofed on occafions of dif

trel's and mou1:ning. The 42d Pfalm, in partictt 

lar, is1 in the highefl: degree, tender anti plaintive. 

But the mofl regular and ptrfecl: elegiac compofi

tion in the Seri pture, perhaps in the whole world, 

is tlre book, entitled the Lamentations of Jere

miah. As the prophet mourns in that book over 

the defl:rucl:ion of the Temple, and the Holy City, 

ancl the overtbro\.v of the whole fl:ate, he a!fembles 

all the affeeting images which a fubjecl: fo melan

dioly could fuggefi:. The compo.Gtion is uncom

monly artificial. By turns the prophet, and the 

city of Jeru/alem, are introduced, as pouring forth 

their farrows; and in the end, a chorus of the 

people fend up the moll: earne/l: and plaintive fup
p lications to God. The lines of the original too, 

a s may, in part appear from our tranihtion, are 

longer than is ufual in the other kinds of 1-l_ebrew 



166 r THE !:ITERARY 

poerry; and 1:he melody is rendered thereby -more 

flowing, and better adapted to the querimonious 

fl-rain of elegy. 

The Song of Solomon affords us a high exem

plification of pafl:oral poetry. ConGdered with 

ref}Ject to its fpiritual meaning, it is un<loubte<lly 

a myltical allegory; in its form, it is a dramatic 

pafioral, or a perpetual dialogue between perfon

ages in the cl1arac1:er of {hepherds: and; fnitably 

1D that form, it is full of rural an<l pafforal image:;., 

from beginning to end .• 

On the Lyric Poetry of Scripture. 

FROM THE SAME. 

o F lyric poetry, or that which is intended to 

be accompanied with mu!ic, the Old Tefh

ment is full. B~/ides a great -number of hymns 

and fangs, whtch we find fcattered in the hi{rori

cal and prophetical books, foch as the fongs of 

or Mofes, the fong .of Deborah, and rn:my others 

of like nature, the whole book of Pfalrns is to he 

c:onfidered as a collec1:ion of facred odes. In t Itel~ 

we find the ode exhibited in all the varieties of its 

form, and fupported with tlie highell: fpirit cf 



lyric poetry.; fometiu:ies fprightly, cheerful, and 

triumphant; fomttimes folemn and magnificent: 

.fometimes tender a1,<l fof t. From thefe in(lances, 

it clearly appears, that there are contained in the 

holy fcriptures full exemplifications of ftveral of 

the chief kinds of poetical writing. 

A Di verfity of Sty le, &c. on J OBJ) 

DAVID, and lsAIAH. 
I 

FROM THE SAME. 

A MONG the different compofers of the facred 

books, there is an evident diverfity of fry le 

2nd manner: and to trace their different charac

ters in this view, will contribute not a little to

"vards our reading their writings with greater 

advantage. The moft eminent of the facred poets 

are, the author of the Book of Job, David, and 

Jfaiah. As the compofitions of David are of the 

Jy1:ic kind, there is a greater variety of fl:yle and 

manner in his works than in thofe of the other 

two. The manner in ' which, confidered merely 

as a poet, David chiefly excels, is the pleafing, 

the foft and the tender. Iu his Pfalms, there are 
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many" lofty and fublime paffages; but in firength 

of defcription, he yields to Job; in fublimity ht: 
yields to Ifaiah. It is a fort of temperate gran

deur, for which David is chiefly difringuifhed; 

aml to this he always foon returns, when, upon 

fame occafions, he rifes abo·ve it. The pfalms in 

which he touches us m0ll:, are thofo in which he 

defcribes the happine[s of the righteo.us, or the 

goodnefs of God, exprdles the tender breathings 

of a Jevout mind, or fends up moving and :-,ffec

tionate fupplications to heaven. Ifaiah is, with

out exception, the molt fublime of all poets. 

This is abundantly vifible in our tranflation; and, 

what is a material circumfbncc, none of the books 

of fcripture appear to have been more happily 

tranfiated than the writings of this prophet. Ma

jefl:y is his reigning character; a majdly more 

commanding, and more uniformly fupported than 

is to be found among the rell: of the Old Tefta

ment poets. He poffdfes, indeed, a dignity ,and 

grandeur, both in his conceptions and expreffions, 

which are altogether unparalleled, and peculiar to 

himfelf. There is more clearnefs and order too, 

and a more vifible cAiflribution of parts, in his 

book~ than in any other of the poetical writings. 



On Jeremiah. 

FROM THE SAME. 

WHEN we .c0mpare him with the reil of the 

poetical prophet'6, we immediately fee in 

Jeremiah a very differrnt genius. Ifaiah employs 

himfelf generally on magnificent fubjecrs. Jere

miah feldom difcovers any difpoiition to be fub

lime, and inclines always to the tender and elegiac. 

Ezechiel, in poetical grace and elegance, is much 

inferior to them both ·; but he is diftinguilhed by 

a charaaer of uncommon force and ardour. Bi

!}iop Lowth, compares !faiah to Homer, Jeremiah 

to ~imonides, and Ezechiel to ..l:Efchylus. Moft 

of the book of Ifaiah is ftrictly poetical; of Jere~ . ' . 

rniah and ~z~chiel, not above one half can be held 

to belong to poetry. Among the minor prophets, 

Hofea, Joel, ' Micah, Habakkuk, and efpecially 

Nahum,' ar~ diftingui{hed for poetical fpirit, In 

the prophecies of Daniel and Jonah., there is DP, 

·po~tryo 
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On the Book of J oB. 

FROM THE SAME. 

I T only now remains to fpeak of the book of 

Job. It is known to be extremely ancient; 

genera II y reputed the moft ancient of all the poet

ical books; the author uncertain. It is remark

able, that this book has no connection with the 
J 

affairs or manners of the Jews, or Hebrews. The 

fcene is laid in the land of Uz, or Idum::ea, which 

is a part of Arabia; and the imagery employed 

is generally of a different kind, from what I before 

:{howe<l to be petuliar to the Hebrew poets. We 
meet with no allufions to the great events of facred 

hiftory, to the religious rites of the Jews to Le

banon or to Carmel, or any of the peculiarities of 

the climate of Jud::ea. We find few comparifons 

foundd on rivers or torrents; thefe were not fa

miliar objects in Arabia. But the longefi: com

p.arifon that occurs in the book, is to an object 

well known in that region, a brook that fails in 

the frafon of heat, and difaj1points the expect.a~ 

tion of the traveller. 

The poetry, however, of tbe book of J ob, is 

not only equ:11 to that of any other of the facred 

writings, but is fope rior to th m all, except thofi 
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of Ifaia11 alone. As Ifaiah is the mol1: fublime, 

David the moil: pleafing and tencer, fo JcJb is the 

more defcriptive, of all the infpirecl r,oets. A 
peculiar glow of fancy, ~n<l {hength oi tkk,ip~ion, 

charact:erife the author. No writer wh:itevcr 

abounds fo much in met,!phors. Pe m1y be !aid, 

not to defcribe, but render vifihle, whatever be 

treats of. A variety ol in!bnces might be given, 

Let us remark only tho!e !hong and lively colours, 

with which, in the following paffages, taken from 

the 18th and 20th ch~pters ot his book, he paints 

the condition of the wicked ; ob!trve liow rapidly 

his figures rife before us; and what a d<'ep im

preffion, at the fame time, they leave on the 

imagination. "Knowdt tliou not this of old, 

fince m:rn was placed upon lite earth, that the 

triumphing oft he wicked is !hort, and the joy of 

the hypocrite, but for a moment? Though his 

excellency mount up to the he:-ivens, and his hcaJ 

reach the clouds, yet he {h;:dl perifh for e:ver. He 

{hall fly away as a dream, and {hall not be found; 

yea, he !hall be chaied away, as a vifion of the 

night. The eye alfo which [aw him {hall fee him 

110 more; they which have feen him !hall fay 

where is he ?-He {hail fuck the poifon of afps, 

the vipers tongue fl1all flay him. In the fulnefs_ 

of his f'.1fficic1;cy, he {hall be in ltr;\its j ev.cry h~1:1Q 

Q_2 
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l11all come upon him. All darknefs {hall he hid 
in his fecret places. A fire qot blown fhall con
fume him. The heaven fhall r_eveal his iniquity, 
and the earth fhall rife up againil him. The in
cre~re 0f his houft; fhall depart. 'J:he light of the 
wicked ili.a11 be put out; the light fha~l be: dark 
in his tabernacle. The fteps of11is {hengtl: f!1all 
be ftraitend, ·and his own c;ounrel !hall call him 
down. For he is caft into a net by his own feet. 
Terrors {hall make him afraid on eyery fide; and 
the robber fhall prevail againfi: him. BrimA:one 
fr1all be fcattered upon his habitation: His re
membrance fhall perifh from the earth, and he 
inall have no name in the ftreet. They that come 
after him fhall be afi:onifhed at his <lay, He fhali 
Jrink Qf the wrath of the Almighty , ' ' 

. :. 1, • • 
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