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PREFACE. 

NOTHING appears to me to ren­
der a subject so intelligible to a 
child, as to bring it home to 
himself. It was under this im­
pression that I have endeavoured 
to draw familiar parallels be­
tween daily occurrences in the 
limited circle of a school, and 
those which go on in the more 
enlarged sphere of a country. In 
this way I have collected toge­
ther a few notions respecting go­
vernments, which, being treated 
in the simple language of child-
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hood, will, I trust, prove clear 
and not uninteresting to my 
little readers. Correct ideas on 
such a subject cannot, as it ap­
pears to me, be too early in­
culcated, if it were only to pre­
vent the false impressions which 
children inevitably acquire in 
their intercourse with ignorant 
and prejudiced people. 
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WILLY'S HOLIDAYS. 

HOW WILLY GETS INTO DEBT. 

WrLLY was sent to school at 
seven years old. The first time 
he came home, his Mother ob­
served that he was more grave 
than usual; and yet he declared 
that he liked school very well, 
was fond of his playmates, and 
stood high in his class. " Then 
what is the matter with you, my 
dear boy ? " said his Mother, 
kindly. " Although you are 
happy at school, I am sure you 

B 



2 HO\V WILLY GETS INTO DEBT. 

cannot be sorry at coming ho1ne 
to see us." The child, touched 
by his Mother's fondness, burst 
into tears, and said, " Oh, no, 
Mam1na; but I have done so1ne­
thing I don't like, and I am 
afraid it is very wrong." 

" Let me hear what it is, and 
I will tell you," said his Mother; 
" and even if it is wrong, I think 
I can forgive you, as I see you 

.r . " are sorry 1or 1t. 
'rhis encouragement cheered 

up ·willy, and he began to ex­
plain the case. " The first day 
1 was at school, Mamma, the 
apple-woman came, and I spent 
all my sixpence in apples; and 
you know it was to last me a 
week.'' . 

4>--



HOW WILLY GETS INTO DEBT. 3 

" Then I fear, Willy, that you 
got the natural punishment of 
your greediness, by making your­
self sick." 

" Oh, no, lVlamma : I ate 
only one or two, and gave aU 
the others away." 

" Well, that is much better 
than being greedy," replied his 
Mother, patting his cheek. 

" Oh ! but, Mamma, I have 
not told you aU yet," said Wil1y, 
colouring. " The next day the 
tartman ca1ne with a large basket 
of such nice tarts ! You cannot 
think ho,v good they looked, 
and the boys almost a1l of them 
bought one ; but I had not a 
single penny left." 

" I suppose, then," replied his 
B 2 



4 HOW WILLY GETS INTO DEBT. 

Mother, " that one of the boys, 
to whom you had given an ap­
ple, gave you a tart ? " 

" Oh, no, Mam ma; but they 
bought only one each ; for they 
said somebody else would co1ne 
the next day, and-they would not 
spend all they had at once." 

" As you did, my foolish little 
Wi11y ; but you are not co1ne to 
the wrong thing yet. I hope 
you did not take a tart from any 
of the other boys." 

"Oh, no, Mamma; not so bad 
as that. I only borrowed a 
penny of one of the boys, and 
said I would pay him out of my 
next week's al1owance." · 

" It would have been better 
to have been less prodigal of 



HOW WILLY GETS INTO DEBT. 5 

your apples, and not to have 
borro\ved. However, this is a 
fault easily repaired by paying 
the debt." 

" Ah ! but, Mamma, that is 
not all. The next day came the 
toyman, with such a number of 
pretty toys ! - oh, dear, how 
beautiful they did look ! - and 
1nany of the boys had saved up 
as 1nuch as sixpence or a shil­
ling, on purpose for the toyman, 
for he comes very seldom ; and 
one boy bought a drum, and an­
other a fife, and then they said, 
' Let us make a regiment of 
soldiers,' so they each bought 
son1ething fit for a soldier, and 
there was a gun left for n1e, but 
I had no 1noney to pay for it. I 

B 3 



6 HOW .WILLY GETS INTO DEBT. 

was so vexed I thought I should 
have cried. I longed so much 
for the gun to march along with 
the rest. So, at last, the toy­
man said he would let 1ne pay 
him the next time he came, if 
I would pay him a penny more 
than the price of the gun. So 
I had the gun, and was so glad 
and so happy, marching about 
with my comrades. But was it 
fair, Mamma, for the man to 
make me pay a penny over for 
giving me credit?" 

·" Quite fair," replied his Mo­
ther. " The toyman ,vants mo­
ney to carry on his trade of 
buying and selling toys. H e 
sells them for more than he gives 
for then1, and it is thus he gains 
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his livelihood. Now, the next 

time he buys toys, he must buy 

one toy less, because you did not 

pay him for the toy you bought; 

so he will have one toy less 

to sell, and he will make less 

profit." 
,villy did not seem thoroughly 

to comprehend this, and his Mo­

ther said she would tell him a 

story that would make him un­

derstand it. " But first," said 

she, '' I want to know whether 

you have told me of all your 

debts ?" 
" Oh dear, no! Matnma," ex­

claimed VVilly, sighing; " for 

two days afterwards there came 

·•a man from a fair with a round­

about, and every boy who could 
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pay a halfpenny had a ride : four 
at a ti1ne ; one on a wooden 
horse, another in a gig, another 
in a boat, and another on a wild 
beast,-onl y made of wood. They 
whirled round 111errily ; oh, how 
I did long for a halfpenny ! Tom 
Harley saw I did, and offered to 
lend 111e one. I could not re­
fuse ; so I leapt on the wooden 
horse, and off we went. When 
the ride was over the man called 
out, ' Won't you have another 
turn, young gentlemen?' They 
all said yes, and I did not know 
how to say no ; so on and on we 
went, till we had each had three 
pennyworth of rides, and I had 
only Tom's halfpenny to pay for 
them all ! I did not know what 
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to do, till some of the boys very 
good-naturedly lent me two­
pence halfpenny. 

" Then, Ma1nma, there is but 
one thing more. A poor brick­
layer's boy fell from a ladder and 
broke his leg; the boys clubbed 
sixpence each to hire a cart to 
send him to the hospital. And 
I did not mind borrowing for 
that ; for I would rather have 
gone without my allowance for 
a month, than not have given 
my sixpence like the others." 

" You were right there," said 
his Mother. " Let us now con­
sider how all these debts are to 
be paid. We must first take an 
account of what they are. His 
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Mother then took up a pen, and 
wrote as follows : -

s. d. 
Borrowed for a tart - 0 1 
Ditto for a gun - I 0 
Ditto for a roundabout O 3 
Ditto for a poor boy - 0 6 

Total 1 10 

"Oh, .Mamma ! " cried Willy, 
,vith a look of earnest entreaty, 
" you have so much money in 
your purse ! If you would but 
give me two shillings I should 
pay it all, and have s01nething 
over." 

Willy's Mother would have 
been quite as glad to have given 
him the two shillings, as he 
would have been to receive 
them ; but when she considered 
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that he had spent his money 
thoughtlessly and extravagantly, 
she was convinced that if he felt 
the inconvenience which natur­
ally arises from such a fault, he 
would be more likely to correct 
it, than if she paid his debts at 
once. 

Willy observing his Mother 
hesitate, said, in a supplicating 
tone, " Only this once, Mamma, 
and I pro1nise you I will nevei-
borrow any more." , 

" I am sure you believe so, 
Willy; but if a strong temptation 
came in your way, you canno~ 
be sure you would be able to 
withstand it. You kno,;v that 
you could not resist the toyman, 
nor the tartman ; so do not ask 
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me, n1y dear boy, to do what I 
ought not. I know that you 
would wish to do what is right ; 
and it is right for every one to 
pay his own debts." 

" Well, Mamina, I can do 
that," said Willy; "only it will 
take such a long time ! The 
boys said, that if I would lay by 
threepence a week out of n1 y 
allowance, in two months there 
would be money enough to pay 
every body." 

" That is a very good way," 
replied his Mother ; " but do 
you think that you will be able 
to resist all temptation to spend 
"t?" I • 

" Oh, yes ; I have got a little 
box to put it in, and Tom Har-
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ley will keep it for me, so that I 
shall not be able to spend it : 
but then, only think what a long 
time two months is, and I hate 
so to be in debt. I cannot help 
thinking the boys must despise 
m " e. 

"You will be much more likely 
to regain their good opinion by 
paying your debts out of your 
own pocket, than if I assisted 
you ; but it is true that it will 
require patience to get through 
these two long months : it is 
n1uch easier to make debts than 
to pay. them." 

C 
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THE ORANGE BOY; 

A STORY, 

THE next day Willy's Mother 
told him the following story : -

" A poor boy named Harry 
Wilson, one day that he was 
walking in London, saw a lady 
with two children, who was 
crossing the street, without ob­
serving a carriage, which was 
driving at full speed against 
them. The lady, who carried 
the youngest child in her anns, 
had just passed, when, alanned 
at the sound of the carriage, she 
turned round and beheld her 
eldest son, who, in affright, had 
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fallen at the feet of the horses. 
They were so spirited, that the 
coachman had the greatest dif­
ficulty in reining them in ; and 
the poor child must have been 
run over, if Harry had not, with 
great presence of 1nind, sprung 
forward, seized him, and carried 
him in safety to his mother's 
arms. She burst in to tears of 
joy; and thanking Harry with the 
warmest expressions of gratitude, 
pulled out her purse and put a 
sovereign into his hand. Harry 
stared at the gold ; and conclud­
ing she had made a mistake, told 
her it was not a shilling, but a 
sovereign, that she had given 
him. ' l{eep it,' she said; ' you 
well deserve it for saving 1ny 

C 2 



16 THE ORANGE BOY. 

dear boy's life ; but if you are as 
prudent as you are courageous, 
you will not spend it idly, but 
try to turn it to account.' Harry, 
overjoyed at the possession of 
such a treasure, returned home 
to relate all that had passed to 
his father; and, showing him the 
gold, asked what the lady coul<l 
mean by desiring him to turn it 
to account. 

" ' Why,' said his father, ' she 
wishes you, instead of spending 
it, to make it increase.' 

" ' How can I do that ? ' re­
plied the boy ; ' I may lay it by 
and not spend it, but it will 
never increase; money will not 
grow.' 

" ' That is true,' returned his 
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father ; ' but there are other 
n1eans of increasing it. Sup­
pose you were to buy a quantity 
of oranges with your sovereign, 
and carry them about the streets 
and sell them, you would be able 
to sell them for more than you 
paid for them. The sovereign is 
worth twenty shillings ; now, if 
you sell the oranges for more, 
your money will be increased.' 

" 1-Iarry liked the thoughts of 
selling oranges very 1nuch; so 
his father took him to an orange 
merchant, whose warehouse was 
full of boxes of oranges, and he 
inquired whether he could buy 
one of them for a sovereign. They 
gave him one of the smallest, and 
his father carried it hon1e. He 

C 3 



18 THE ORANGE BOY. 

then filled a basket with oranges, 
which he told Harry to carry 
about the streets and sell for a 
penny each. Harry went about 
crying, 'Fine oranges, a penny a 
piece; who '11 buy my oranges?' 
The first day he sold about fifty 
oranges, and at the end of the 
week he had sold all that the 
box contained, excepting a few 
which he had given to his 
brothers and sisters, and two or 
three which he had eaten him­
self. He now began to count 
over the money he had received 
for the oranges, which he had 
carefully laid up in a box. It 
was some trouble to count it, for 
he had taken almost the whole 
in halfpence ; so he piled these 
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up in heaps of twenty-four, which 
made _a shilling each, and to his 
surprise he found that he had 
got twenty-eigh_t shillings. ' So, 
then, my sovereign is turned into 
twenty-eight shillings,' Raid he, 
exultingly; ' father was quite 
right in saying that it might 
increase, though it would not 
g_row.' It then suddenly struck 
him, that it might not be fair to 
sell his oranges for more than 
they cost him, and he ran to ask 
his father about it. ' It is quite 
fair,' said his father ; ' you have 
had the trouble of carrying them 
about the streets for a week, and 
it is right that you should be 
paid for your labour ; if you had 
not been occupied in selling 
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oranges, you would have gone 
on errands, or I should have 
given you something or other 
to do, as I usually do.' 

"' Yes ; but, father,' replied 
Harry, ' when I go about such 
odd jobs, I do not gain more 
than two or three shillings a 
week, and now, you see, I have 
got eight shillings ! ' 

" ' That is because you had a 
sovereign to begin with. No 
person can set up in any trade 
unless he has s0111e money to 
begin with.' 

"' No, to be sure,' replied 
I-Iarry; ' he must have n1oney 
to buy the oranges, or whatever 
else he wants to sell. But I 
wonder, father, that people don't 
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all go to the orange merchant to 

buy oranges, he sells them so 
much cheaper than I and others 
do, who cry them about the 
streets ; for you know he sold 
me as 1nany oranges for twenty 
shil1ings, as I sold again for 
twenty-eight ·shi11ings.' 

" ' · 'The orange merchant sells 
the1n wholesale, that is, a whole 

box at once, a great many at a 

time : if he opened a box and 
sold them retail, that is, only a 
few at a time as you did, he 
must have a man to stand at the 

counter on purpose to serve the 
retail customers ; the wages of 
that man might, perhaps, be 
eight sh i11ings a week ; so he 
must sell his retail oranges at a 
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penny a piece, as you do, or he 
would lose by them.' 

" ' Then does he get nothing 
by the oranges he sells whole­
sale?' inquired Harry. 

" ' 1.,hat is rather a foolish 
question, Harry. Men do not 
buy and sell for their atnusement, 

· as children someti1nes do ; they 
carry on their trade for the pur­
pose of gaining a livelihood ; and 
what they gain on the sale of 
their goods is called profit : thus, 
the orange 1nerchant 1nakes a 
profit by selling his oranges for 
more than he paid for the1n, as 
you gained eight shillings profit 
by the sale of your oranges.' 

" ' And where did he buy then1 
so cheap ? ' inqt1ired I-Iarry. 
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"' He bought them in distant 
countries where they grow, and 
are · much more plentiful and 
cheaper than they are here.' 

" Harry was quite satisfied 
with this explanation, and re­
turned to the orange merchant 
to buy another box; ' but now,' 
said he, ' that I have twenty­
eight shillings, I can buy a larger 
box.' Harry ventured to ask 
the merchant what country the 
oranges came from ; he told him 
it was Portugal ; and finding that 
he took an interest in his mer­
chandise, took him down to the 
wharf where there was a vessel 
unlading. oranges. Harry was 
astonished at the immense nurn­
ber of chests there were ; the 
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n1erchant told him, that ' he 
wrote to a correspondent at 
Lisbon, a town in Portugal, to 
buy these oranges for him ; 
and after that, he had to pay 
their freight, that is, the expense 
of their being brought over in 
the ship ; and yet,' said he, ' I 
1nake a good profit by selling 
them here wholesale.' ' And so 
do I,' said Harry, ' by selling 
the1n retail; for I got eight 
shillings profit on the box I 
bought of you.' ' That is quite 
right, 1ny lad,' said the mer­
chant ; ' and now that you have 
twenty-eight shillings to lay out, 
I will let you have a much larger 
box.' Harry was very glad that 
the orange 1nerchant was not 
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displeased at his selling the 
oranges dearer than he did him-. 
self, for he could not help fancy­
ing that he might have thought 
it wrong. By the sale of this 
larger box of oranges, Harry 
n1ade above thirty shillings ; and 
he went on buying wholesale, 
and selling retail, till he made a 
good deal of money, and was 
able to purchase a new suit of 
clothes, which he wanted sadly. 
He bought also a little table, 
with which he made a stall ; so 
that he had not the trouble of 
carrying the oranges about in a 
basket, and could spread out a 
great many more on the stall 
than he could carry in a basket; 
and they were rubbed so bright, 

D 
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and looked so nice, and he was 
so clean and tidy in his new 
clothes, that people liked to buy 
of him, and so he sold a great 
number of oranges." 

When Willy's rnother had pro­
ceeded thus far, she said, " the 
story was so long, that she 
thought she rnust finish it an­
other day." 

" I arn sorry for that," said 
Willy, " it is so an1using; and 
now I understand all about buy­
ing and selling, wholesale, and 
retail, and making profits ; but 
there is nothing about borrow­
ing money, and paying some­
thing over if a man gives you 
credit, as the toyman did ? " 

" We shall hear something 
about that to-morrow, Willy." 
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THE STORY CONCLUDED. 

THE next day JVIamma went 
on with her story as follows : -

" One day a lady with two 
children came to Harry's stall, 
and he recollected that she was 
the lady who had given him the 
sovereign ; but she did not know 
him again, because he was so 
much better dressed. She bought 
six oranges ; but when she was 
going to pay hi1n, he would not 
take the money, saying, ' All 
these oranges I owe to you, 
Ma'am.' The 1ady then looked 
full in his face, and knew him, 
and expressed great pleasure at 

D 2 
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seeing him again, and so much 
i1nproved in his condition. 'You 
have, indeed, turned your money 
to good account,' said she. ' It 
was owing to your desiring me to 
do so, Ma'am,' replied Harry ; 
' and 1ny father told me how to 
do it.' The lady accepted the 
oranges, because she knew it 
would give Harry pleasure, and 
it did so ; for though he knew 
that the lady could afford to pay 
for them, it was the only means 
he had of showing her his grati­
tude. It happened that the lady 
lived in the neighbourhood, and 
whenever she ,vanted oranges, 
she sent to buy them at Harry's 
stall, so that she became one of 
his best custotners. 

" Harry had a friend named 
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Robert Dixon: he liked him, be­
cause he was a good-natured and 
a clever boy ; but he was heed­
less and idle, and Harry's father 
had sometimes warned hirn that 
he was a dangerous co1npanion, 
as he might lead him into bad 
habits; but this was before Harry 
sold oranges, for now he was too 
busy at his trade to be in any 
danger of growing idle. 

" One day that Robert was 
lounging about the stall, and 
yawning for want of so1nething 
to do, Harry thought to himself, 
I wish I could make poor Robert 
industrious, then he would be as 
happy as I a1n ; and he asked 
him whether he would like to 
sell oranges ? ' To be sure I 

D 3 
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should,' replied Robert ; ' but 
how can I ? I arn not so lucky 
as to get a sovereign.' ' And if 
I were to lend you one,' said 
Harry, ' would you mind and 
attend to your business?; 'Oh, 
that I would, I promise you,' re­
plied Robert. So it was settled, 
and the two friends agreed to 
keep their stalls close together, 
th_at they might have a little chat 
when there were no customers. 
'But then,' said Robert, ' I must 
not sell oranges, for I n1ight take 
away some of your custo111ers, 
and I am sure that would be an 
ill return for your kindness.' 

" ' True,' said Harry, ' we 
should hurt each other's trade; 
but then what can you se1l?' 
They thought about it a good 
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while, and at last decided that 
Robert should sell hot coffee for 
labourers' breakfasts before they 
went to work. ' And chestnuts, 
too,' added Robert ; ' for I can 
roast them by the same fire that 
boils the coffee ; and people will 
not want coffee all day long.' 
But then it required more than 
a sovereign to set Robert up in 
this trade ; for he must buy a 
stove, and charcoal to light it, 
a coffee-pot, teacups, and several 
otherthings besides the coffee and 
chestnuts he meant to sell. So 
Harry consulted his father, who 
approved of his son's intention 
of reclai1ning Robert from his 
idle habits. ' But,' said he, ' it 
will cost two· sovereigns to buy 
all that will be required to s.et 
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up a coffee-stall : you are now 
rich enough to be able to lend 
him that sum, but he 1nust pay 
you interest for it.' 

" Harry knew not what in­
terest 1neant ; and his father 
explained to him that it was 
paying for the use of the money. 
' You have learnt now, Harry,' 
continued he, ' that money 
1nakes 1noney. If you had not 
had the sovereign to begin with, 
you would not have made all 
the money you possess ; nor can 
Robert, you see, set up in his 
trade without 1noney to buy 
what he wants : as he has got 
no money, he 1nust borrow it, if 
he can find a friend who will be 
ki"nd enough to lend it ; but it is 
only fair that he should pay 



THE ORANGE BOY. 33 

something for the use of it, for, 
while he is using it, you cannot 
use it and make a profit by it 
yourself.' 

" ' But how can Robert make 
profits by his trade if he pays 
me for the use of the money ? 
It will_ run away with all his 
profits?' 

" ' Oh no,' replied his. father. 
' The proper interest for two 
sovereigns is two shillings a 
year, and you know he will be 
able to make much greater pro­
fits than that, if he minds his 
business.' 

" ' A great deal more, indeed, 
in a whole year,' cried Harry ; 
'for I make as much as two shil­
lings in a day .. ' 
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" Robert soon after set up his 
stall close to Harry's, and the 
two boys were very happy toge­
ther. Harry someti1nes, when 
he had an over-ripe orange, 
would cut it 'open, and share it 
between himself and his friend ; 
and he often cut out a piece to 
give to a poor child who looked 
with longing eyes, but had not 
a halfpenny to buy one. As the 
sumn1er came on, Harry found 
that oranges were going out of 
season, and that it would be 
necessary for him to change his 
trade. So he consulted with his 
friend what he should deal in, 
and they settled it should be 
strawberries, and then cherries, 
and all the different fruits as 
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they came in season, till he re­
turned to oranges the next win­
ter. This was very agreeable ; 
for, besides the profits I-Jarry 
1nade, he and his friend could 
eat a little fruit every now and 
then ; for, when it was growing 
stale, they ate it, instead of let­
ting it rot and be good for no­
thing. 

" One day, Robert was so 
busy talking and laughing, that 
he forgot his coffee-pot, which 
boiled over, and some of it was 
lost. He put in more water to 
fill it up ; but this made it 
weaker, and his custo1ners com.;. 
plained that it was not so good 
as usual ; and they threatened 
to go and breakfast at another 
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stal], if he did not serve them 
better in future. Then Harry 
said, ' You see, Robert, what it 
is not to 1nind your business : if 
this happens again, you will lose 
n1any of your customers, and 
then how are you to make pro­
fits?' Robert was more atten­
tive and · careful afterwards for a 
considerable ti1ne. 

" One _summer's evening, as 
the two boys were walking out, 
after having put away their stalls, 
they passed by Astley's Theatre, 
and were tempted to go in . 
'They had n1oney in their poc­
kets, and could afford to give 
themselves such a treat, and a 
great one it was, but it kept 
them up late at night. Harry 
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·was so much afraid of not rising 
in time the next 1norning, that 
he begged his father to a waken 
him. Robert was not so pru­
dent, and overslept himself; and 
about six in the 1norning, when 
most of his custoiners came for 
their breakfast, he was not there. 
Harry 1nade the best excuses 
for him that he could ; but they 
were much displeased~ and went 
to breakfast at another stall, and 
so1ne of them were so angry that 
they would not return to his 
stall another day, which lessened 
Robert's profits considerably, so 
that, the next time he went to 
the grocer's to buy a stock of 
coffee, he had not money enough 
to pay for it. Robert was n1uch 

E 
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at a loss what to do, for he did 
not like to borrow rnore 1noney 
of his friend Harry ; and the 
grocer, seeing his distress, said, 
that, as he believed him to be 
an honest boy, he wou1d give 
him credit for the sum. ' But,' 
added he, 'you must pay me in­
terest for it ; for giving you credit 
is just the same as lending you 
money, on1y I lend you coffee 
instead of 1noney ; and the cof­
fee, you know, is worth as much 
as the n1oney it costs.' 

" Rob~rt agreed to this : as 
he grew older, he became more 
steady and prudent; and, in the 
course of ti1ne, not only paid the 
grocer, but also I-Iarry the two 
sovereigns he had borrov.red of 
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hi1n. Some years after, Harry 
gre\v rich enough to set up a 
fruiterer's shop: he was then of 
an age to marry, and his ,vife 
he] ped to keep . the shop and 
serve the customers. Robert 
always re1nained at his stall ; 
for, though he had the good 
sense to see his errors, and to 
improve in steadiness of con­
duct, he could never entirely 
get over his old habits of care­
lessness." 

E 2 
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HOW THE KING HAS AN ALLOW­
ANCE LIKE A SCHOOL-BOY. 

THE following day Willy, as 
he entered his mothet's roo1n, 
exclaimed, " Oh, Mamma ! only 
two days have passed, and how 
many there are in two 1nonths ! 
I think I shall never get to the 
end of them, and be able to pay 
my debts. I wish I had as n1uch 
1noney as the king, and then I 
could buy every thing I chose, 
without ever getting into debt." 

" I am not sure of that," re­
plied his lVIother, smiling. 

" Why, Mam1na, the king ha 
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as much money as he likes; has 
he not?" 

" No, indeed, the king has 
an allowance just like you, n1y 
dear; and, just like you, he 
someti1nes spends 1nore than his 
allowance, and is obliged to bor­
row 1noney to pay his debts." 
Willy opened his eyes wide with 
,astonishment, and asked who 
gave the king his aHowance. 

" It is the people of England," 
J 

replied his Mother. " The king, 
you know, governs the people ; 
that is, he makes them obey the 
laws, and suffers no 1nan to do 
wrong, or to injure any one with­
out being punished ; but .as it 
is impossible for the king to do 
this by hi1nself, he must have a 

E 3 
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number of men to help him to 
govern. T'hese men, who are 
called his ministers, must be paid 
for their services." 

" .Just as .you pay Thon1as and 
the coachtnan their wages," said 
Willy. 

" Yes ; only the ministers, 
instead of waiting at table, or 
driving the carriage, help the 
king to govern the country; and 
as this is much 1nore difficult, the 
king's ministers n1ust be men 
of very good education; so they 
are chosen fro1n a1nong the first 
noblemen and gentle1nen of the 
country, and are paid much more 
than common servants. Then 
there must be constables to take 
up people who have co1nmitted 
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any crime, and to put them in 
prison : jailors to keep them 
there ; judges to try them in a 
court of justice. Besides that, 
the king pays all the .soldiers and 
sailors, and buys them food and 
clothing, and has ships built for 
the sailors, and barracks for the 
soldiers to Ii ve in." 

" Oh dear," cried Willy, draw­
ing a long breath, " what a 
number of sixpences he must 
have to do all that ! " 

" Yes, indeed," replied his 
Mother; " for, instead of buy­
ing sixpennyworth of apples or 
tarts, he buys whole flocks of 
sheep, and droves of cattle, to 
feed a11 the soldiers and sailors ; 
and, instead of buying a shilling 
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gun, he buys thousands of large 
real guns, which cost above a 
gninea a piece, besides drums 
and fifes, and all his soldiers' 
dress and accoutren1ents. Then, 
instead of taking a ride on a 
wooden horse in a roundabout, 
he buys hundreds of horses for 
his cavalry; and, instead of giv­
ing sixpence to one poor 1nan, 
he 1nust take care of all the poor 
soldiers and sailors that have been 
wounded in battle; and, if they 
should die, give son1ething to 
their wives and children." 

" Oh dear, Ma1n111a ! " cried 
VVilly, quite overpowered by the 
i111mensity of the king's ex­
penses, " I am sure it is no 
wonder he gets into debt." 
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" It is not for these things he 
gets into debt, Willy : their cost 
is reckoned up beforehand, and 
the people not only give him 
money enough to pay for them, 
but a great su1n besides to pay 
his own expenses ; that is to 
say, his house and furniture, and 
servants, and carriages and 
horses, and his dinners and sup­
pers, and those of all the people 
who attend him and his fa1nily; 
and n1any of these are great 
lords and ladies, and have very 
high salaries." 

" ,iV ell, I do wonder how the 
people can ever get money 
enough to give the king to pay 
for all these things." 
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" You know, ,villian1, there 
are a great 1nany people in Eng­
land, rnore than you could ever 
count." 

" Then, perhaps, every man 
gives hi111 sixpence?" 

" No, that would not be fair. 
Rich people give more than 
poor people, for they can · afford 
it better ; but though the poor 
have but little, it is as i111portant 
to thetn, that that little shou1d 
be secured to then1, as it is that 
the rich should possess their 
greater wealth in safety. 'These 
su111s of money, which are paid 
to the king, are called taxes." 

H Oh, I remember, Ma1n1na," 
cried Willy, " a 111an coming 
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with a large book full of sums, 
and you paid hirn a great deal 
of 1noney ; and I asked what 
you paid him for, for you bought 
nothing of him, and yon said it 
was taxes, but that I was too 
little to understand what taxes 
were : so I asked no 111ore, be­
cause you do not I ike to be 
teazed ; but I thought that taxes 
must be something very nice, 
or very pretty, to cost so 1n uch ,, 
money. 

" Well, now that you under­
stand what they are, you 111ay 
imagine what a quantity of mc­
ney the tax-gatherers must col­
lect all over the countrv, for .,, 
every body pays taxes except 
the very poorest people." 
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'' That is quite right," said 
Willy, with an air of satisfaction; 
" if they can't afford to pay for 
being governed, the king ought 
to take care of the1n for nothing. 
But, Mamma, might not some 
men make believe to be very 
poor, in order not to pay taxes?" 

" The 1nen who collect the 
taxes do not ask the people 
whether they are rich or poor, 
but judge from their manner of 
living. If a man lives in a large 
house, he is supposed to be 
richer than one who lives in a 
s1nall house." 

" Then," said Willy, " does 
the rnan who comes for the 
taxes settle how much is to be 
paid ? '' 

" Oh, no ; that would be too 
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difficult for him to do. It is all 
settled beforehand by the Par­
liament, who make the laws. 
A man, you know, pays more 
rent for a large house than for a 
small one; so he pays taxes ac­
cording to the rent of his house. 
Then, if he keeps a carriage 
and livery servants, he must pay 
taxes for the1n, because he must 
be rich to be able to keep such 
things." 

" Then," said Willy, " poor 
people who keep none of these 
things pay no taxes?" 

" They do not pay any to the 
tax-gatherer," replied his Mo­
ther," but they pay something 
towards the king's allowance in 
another way. Beer, and tea, and 

F 
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soap are all taxed, just as large · 
houses, and carriages and serv­
ants are. Now, though the poor 
can do without large houses 
and carriages, and livery serv­
ants, they cannot so easily do 
·without beer and tea to drink, 
and soap to wash with." 

" i\.nd does the taxman go 
about to the poor people who 
drink beer and tea?" 

" No ; he goes to the brewer 
who brews the beer, and to the 
teadealer who se1ls the tea, nnd 
to the soap•-boiler who n1akes 
the soap ; and he 1nakes the111 
pay a tax on all the beer they 
brew, and the soap they make, 
and the tea they sell.'' 

" Vv ell , then, lVIa1nn1 a, if tb2 
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brewer, and soap-boiler, and tea­
dealer pay the tax, the poor 
people do not?" 

'' 1,he brewer, and soap-boiler, 
an<l teadealer could not afford 
to pay the tax, if nobody paid it 
them back again. This is the 
way they manage; they sell the 
beer, and tea, and soap a little 
dearer than they would do if 
they had paid no tax on them ; 
and thus they get repaid by the 
people who buy the beer, and 
tea, and soap. So you see that 
it is those ,vho drink the tea 
and beer, and use the soap, who 
really pay the tax. But now, 
Willy, if you are not tired of 
talking of kings and taxes, I am ; 
so go and play in the garden." 

F 2 
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HOW THE KING GETS INTO DEBT 
LIKE A SCHOOL BOY. 

WILLY was impatient the next 
day to hear more about the 
king, and his getting into debt : 
and went early into his Mother's 
room, and, after kissing her, be­
gan by this question, - " If the 
king gets money enough by the 
taxes to pay for all he wants, 
how can he run into debt?" 

" I thought, Willy," replied 
his Mother, " when I allowed 
you sixpence a week, it would be 
enough to pay for all you wanted, 
or at least for as much as you 
ought to want; and yet you see 
that you got into debt?" 
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" Oh, Mamma, I am but a 
little boy: grown up 1nen know 
better, especially kings." 

" I assure you that grown up 
1ncn, and especially kings, very 
often run into debt; and that is 
the reason lam so anxious to cure 
you of this fault whilst you are 
a child, for it is a very serious 
thing when grown up men, and 
especially kings, run into debt." 

" Well, I can't irnagine how 
the king can do so, having so 
much money ! " 

" However great the su1n of 
1noney he is allowed/' replied 
his Mother, '' if he spend 1nore, 
he must get into debt. It is 
not wealth or riches that pre­
vents your getting into debt, but 

F 3 
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economy. Economy makes you 
careful not to spend more than _ 
you have, whether you are a 
king or a schoolboy. His Mo­
ther then told hi1n there was 
another cause which sometimes 
obliged the king to rnake debts, 
and that was going to war. She 
explained to hin1 that a great 
manv more soldiers, and sailors, 

,I 

and ships were then wanted, 
than when the country was at 
peace. 

Willy wondered why any 
should be wanted in time of 
peace; and his Mother said, that 
it was necessary to have so1ne 
troops ready to fight in case a 
war should break out suddenly. 
That, if we had no sailors and 
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vessels ready to defend the coun­
try, an enemy's troops 1night 
land, and do us a great deal of 
injury ; and that, if there were 
no soldiers to fight them when 
they landed, they might conquer 
the whole country. 

c, Oh, Mam ma!" cried Willy, 

indignantly, " I arn sure every 
body would go and fight rather 
than let the country be con­
quered, even the boys at our 
school : those who are big 
enough, I mean," added he, co­
louring up, as he saw his lVIother 
s1nile at his show of bravery. 

" I dare say they would, my 
dear," replied his l\1other ; " for 
all good people love their coun­
try, and ·would risk their lives, 
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rather than let it be conquered. 
But those who are not soldiers, 
however brave they rnay be, 
cannot understand fighting so 
well as those who are soldiers. 
It is, therefore, better to have 
regular soldiers to fight in bat­
tle, and to have so1ne ready in 
tirne of peace in case of a war 
breaking out. But you can ea­
sily understand that, during a 
war, the king must have a vast 
number more soldiers and sail­
ors than in ti1ne of peace, and 
will want a great deal more mo-

th " ney to pay ern. 
" Oh yes," said Willy, " I re­

member when Jack the plough­
boy was n1ade a soldier, I won­
dered that he should like better 
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to go and fight than to work in 
the fields ; and he said the king 
gave the new soldiers so much 
nloney and such fine clothes, 
that he went for the sake of 
that, though he liked ploughing 
better than fighting." 

" And well he might; for when 
he ploughs the fields and sows 
the corn, he produces food to 
make people live, and when he 
is a soldier, he may perhaps be 
killed himself, or kill other men. 
Now I think it is 111uch better to 
make people live than to rnake 
them die. Don't you, Willy?" 

" To be sure, Mamma ; but I 
like being a malce believe soldier, 
with the schoolboys, for then we 
march about and amuse our-
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selves, and, if we fight, it is only 
in fun, without doing any harrn." 

" Very true; but son1e boys 
are so fond of being soldiers in 
play, that when they gro,;v up 
they like to be soldiers in ear­
nest." 

vVi1ly then inquired, whether 
it was wicked for soldiers to 
fight in earnest? 

His 1nother said, that it was 
right to fight to defend your 
country with all your n1ight from 
a foreign invasion; but that 
wars were often n1ade fro1n very 
foolish causes. One king would 
sometirnes take offence at son1e­
thing another king said or did, 
and so go to war on a point of 
honour, without considering how 
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much blood the people would 
shed, or how much 1noney they 
·would spend, to maintain this 
point of honour. 

" Just as the boys at school 
do," sai<l Willy, " they think a 
battle will set all right, but then 
they do not shed any blood." 

" If kings, when they quar­
relled, fought their own battles, 
as school boys do, it would be 
another thing, for they ,vould 
then shed no body's blood but 
their own. But that cannot be, 
and if a war is a just one, it is 
better that the king should stay 
at home and attend to the go­
vernment of his people, and leave 
the troops to be co1n1nanded by 
the generals of his arrny. As for 
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the soldiers the1nselves, it is al­
ways their duty to obey, for they 
cannot judge whether a war is 
just or unjust. But of whatever 
nature it be, a war al ways costs 
a great deal of money, much 
1nore than the king's allowance 
will pay ; so he is obliged to 
borrow, and people are very will­
ing to lend him money, because 
he pays them interest for it." 

" Oh," cried Willy, laughing; 
" that is just as Robert paid 
Harry, two shillings a year, for 
lending him two sovereigns to 
set up a stall; but the king must 
have borrowed a great deal of 
1noney, and it must have taken 
a great many shillings to pay the 
interest." 
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" Yes, and a great 1nany 
guineas too, 1nore than the king 
could pay unless the people in­
creased his a11owance. So when 
the king goes to war, he asks his 
parliament to let him have some 
more money, to be able to pay 
the interest of his debt." 

"Well," said Willy, " if I was 
king, I would not ask the parlia­
ment to give me money enough 
to pay the interest of what I 
had borrowed ; I would ask for 
enough to pay the whole debt at 

" once. 
" You do not consider," said 

his mother, " that this money 
can be raised only by making 
more taxes ; and if the taxes 
were so very much increased as 

G 
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,vould be necessary to pay the 
whole debt, the people could not 
afford to pay them, and would 
b . d" e ru1ne . 

Willy then inquired how the 
king got 111oney to pay his debts 
at last ; and his 111other told him 
that it was a very difficult thing 
for the king to pay his debts. 
" A great while ago," said she; 
" before either you or I were 
born, there was a very long war, 
which obliged the king, who then 
reigned, to borrow large suins of 
1nonev ; and when the war was ., 

over, the king wishing very 1nuch 
to pay his debts, consulted his 
ministers to know how it could 
be done, and they agreed that 
the best way would be, to lay by 
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a good deal of money every year, 
so that in time a sufficient su1n 
would be collected for him to 
pay his debts." 

" Just as I do," said Willy ; 
only I put by some every week; 
but the king lTI ust have put by 
a great deal rnore than I do : 
what a large box he must have 
to keep it in ! " 

His Mother told him it was 
so large that it was necessary to 
keep it in a house instead of a 
box, and that the 111oney pnt by 
to pay the king's debts was called 
the sinking .fund. 

" Oh then, Mam1na," ex­
claimed Willy, "I shall call the 
money I put by in my box my 
sinking fund; and how long was 

G 2 
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it before the king paid all his 
debts ? more than two months, 
I dare say ! " 

" Though it is so long ago, 
they are not paid yet," said his 
Mother ; " for unfortunately, 
before there was rnoney enough 
collected in the sinking fund, 
another war broke out; and then 
the king, instead of borrowing 
all the money he wanted, took 
s0111e out of the sinking fund ; 
and when once he had begun, 
he went on taking 1noney out of 
the sinking fund, till at last there 
was very little left in it." 

" What a pity ! " said Willy. 
" I an1 sure I shall not do so with 
my sinking fund, for I am re­
solved to pay my debts." 
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" I hope when next you re­
turn from school, 111y dear, to 
hear that you have kept this 
resolution," said his Mother. 
" We have now talked enough, 
so go and play." 

G 3 
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A CURIOUS WAY TO PAY DEBTS. 

'fHE next day Willy returned 
to school : he became very pru­
dent, spent no more than three­
pence a week, and out of that 
contrived often to buy some­
thing for a friend. It is true he 
also received presents from the 
other boys, for he was beloved 
for his generosity, especially now 
that he was not extravagant 
and al ways wanting to borrow 
money. He had, however, se­
veral temptations to resist, when 
a pedlar came and offered knives 
of every description, scissars, 
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pocket-books, and I know not 
how many tempting things, for 
sale ; but he remembered the 
king's sinking fund, and he took 
a pride, as well as a pleasure, in 
adding three pence weekly to his 
own, without ever taking any 
thing from it. 

The toyrnan returned at the 
end of a month. Willy had then 
a whole shilling in his box, 
which he paid him ; and he 
longed exceedingly to be able 
to pay the boys of whom he had 
borrowed halfpence, some of 
whotn really wanted their mo­
ney. About this time his friend, 
Tom Harley, had a visit from 
an uncle, who gave him half-a­
crown. Willy had then six-
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pence in his sinking-fund box, 
and he thought that if To1n 
,vould but be so kind as to lend 
hin1 another sixpence, it would 
just 1nake up the su1n to pay all 
his debts, and he should be free. 
Tom Harley good-naturedly 
agreed to this proposal : the boys 
were paid, and the next tirne 
Willy came bo1ne fron1 school, 
he told his Mother of the clever 
contrivance he had thought of 
to pay his debts so n1uch sooner 
than she expected. 

His Mother could not he] p 
laughing, and said, ' ' Take care 
I do not call you silly Billy, as I 
do son1eti111es when you are 
foolish." 

WiHy was a good deal dis-
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composed at being laughed at, 
when he had expected to have 
been praised; and said, " Why, 
M·a1nma, it cannot be foolish of 
me to pay my debts." 

" No, certainly; but when 
you pay your debts with bor­
rowed money, you only change 
the debtor. You owe just as 
much now as you did before, 
only you owe it all to Tom Har­
ley, instead of owing it to the 
other boys." 

" Indeed," said Willy, " that 
is true ! how could I be so fool­
. h " lS . 

" Well, Willy," continued his 
Mother, " I 1nust tell you, that 
the ministers of the king who 
first made the sinking-fund, fell 
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just into the same mistake. You 
must know that, when the war 
·was over, the king being as anx­
ious as you ,vere to pay his 
debts, and having a1most e1np­
tied his sinking fund, told his 
ministers that, if they could 
think of any means of replenish­
ing it, he should be very glad . 
So they thought a great de~, 
and at last one of them hit upon 
a plan which he fancied was 
very clever, and that was to bor­
row a large snn1 of money to 
put into the sinking fund, in 
order to make up for what had 
been taken out during the ·war ; 
and he was so n1uch pleased 
with this contrivance, that be 
never once thought that boG 
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rowing from one person to pay 
another, changed the debtor 
without paying the debt." 

" How could the king's mi­
nister be so foolish ? " exclai1ned 
Willy. 

" It is certainly very surpris­
ing," replied his Mother, " and 
the 1nore so as the king's minis­
ters are generally some of the 
wisest people of the country ; 
and it is very proper that they 
should be so, for there is no­
thing so difficult as to be able 
to govern well, and not make 
such mistakes." 

" But I thought, Ma n11na, it 
was the parliament that he] ped 
the king to govern ? " 

" The parlian1ent," replied 
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his 1\1other, " helps the king 
to n1ake the laws, but not to go­
vern. I will explain the differ-

. " ence to you to-morrow. 
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MAKING LAWS AND MAKING PEOPLE OBEY THEM. 

"WELL, lVIarnma," said Willy, 
" to-day, you know, you pro­
in ised to tell me the difference 
between n1aking laws a_nd go­
verning the country." 

" True," replied she : " go­
verning the country consists in 
executing the laws, that is, in 
n1aking the people obey them. · 
This is done by the I(ing and his 
111inisters ; but if the King and 
his ministers made the laws 
without consulting the wishes 
of the people, the people rnight 
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not like the1n, or think them 

just and right, and be unwilling 

to obey the1n. So the King gets 

the people to he1p him to n1ake 

the laws, and then it is very fair 

that they should be compelled 

to obey the laws they have thern­
selves helped to make, or be 

punished for disobeying the1n." 

" Oh yes," observed Willy; 
" I reco1lect reading in little Ar­
thur's History of England, that 

the people used to go and help 

the King to make the lavvs ; but 

that they found it so trouble­
some to leave their homes and 

their fa1nilies and their business, 

that they agreed among them­

selves to choose two persons for 

every great town, and as many 
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for every county in England, 
and these persons were to repre­
sent all the people of the town 
or the county, that is, to stand 
in their place, and help the I<.ing 
to make the laws." 

" This was a very good plan," 
said his Mother ; " for the peo­
ple in general could not go up 
to London for that purpose, nor 
could many of those who lived 
in London spare tin1e to make 
laws ; for, if a man keeps a shop, 
,vho is there to take care of it 
while he is making laws? and if 
he is a journeyman or day la-­
bourer, it is still worse ; for it 
would prevent his earning his 
livelihood, and his family 1night 
be starved.~, 
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" But, Main n1a," inquired 
Willy, " do con1mon labourers 
know how to 1nake laws ? " 

" Certain} y not so well as 
men of education," replied his 
Mother ; " and as the peop 1e 
know this, they take care to 
choose for their representatives 
men of good education, ancl who 
have no shop or other occu pa­
tion to prevent their giving their 
,vhole time and attention to the 
Jaws. These 1nen," said she, 
" are called 1nem bers of Parlia­
n1ent, and sit all together in a 
large room, ca11ed the .Eiouse of 
Commons; and there is another 
large rootn called the House of 
Peers, because a11 the Peers of 
the country sit in it." 
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Willy inquired who chose the 

lords ; and his Mother said that 
they were not chosen, for there 
was a very old law in England 
which gave every nobleman a 
right to sit in the House of 
Lords as soon as he came of 
age, that is, was twenty-one years 
old. But the noblen1en of Scot­
land and Ireland had only a right 
to choose so1ne of their number, 
sixteen for Scotland, and thirty­
two for Ireland ; and these repre­
sent the whole of the nobility of 
Scotland and Ireland, in the same 
manner as the members of the 
House of Com1nons represent 
the whole of the people of Eng­
land. These two Houses are 
ca1led the Parliament; and it is 

H 3 
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the Parliarnent, together with 

the I{ing, who legislate, or rnake 

the laws. 
" vVell, I like the House of 

Con11nons best," said Willy; 

" and I dare say they are the 

_cleverest, are they not, l\!lamma? 

For, you know, all the lords sit 

in the House of Lords, whether 

they are good or bad, or wise or 

foolish, only just because they 

are born lords : now, in the 

House of Co1nmons, the men1-

bers are chosen, and of course 

the people take care to choose 
the wisest and the best n1en to 

t t] " represen 1em. 
" On the other hand, you 

must consider, my dear," said 

his Mother, " that noblemen, 
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being generally rich, can afford 
to have good educations, and 
have ti1ne to learn a great dea], 
if they will but do so. Then, 
in general, it is 1nen who have 
distinguished themselves for 
something re1narkable that are 
made noble. Either a great ge­
neral, or a great lawyer, or a 
great statesman : in short, so1ne 
one who has done great service 
to his country, and who is re­
warded by being made a noble­
man. Now, the chi]dren of such 
distinguished 1nen would very 
naturally try to imitate their 
father, and would be sadly 
asha1ned of doing any thing that 
would disgrace him. I know a 
large fa1nily of brothers, whose 
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father was one of the wisest and 
best men that ever lived : ·well, 
his sons were so desirous of 
in1itating his virtues, that I am 
sure they are all better n1en 
than they would have been had 
their father been an ordinary 
1nan. " 

" Well," said ,¥illy, " I shall 
try all I can to do like Papa, 
though he is not a lord." 

" Then it is true," continued 
his Mother, " the children of 
noble1nen are very apt to be 
spoiled by the flattery of the 
servants and people about then1, 
and to be proud of their titles 
and consequence." 

" We have three little lords 
at school," said Willy: " lord-
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lings we call the111, whenever 
they are proud of their titles ; 
so you see, Mamma, we laugh 
at the1n sometimes, instead of 
flattering the111. One of them 
is so stupid, I atn sure he 
will never be able to 1nake 
laws; another is pretty well, 
minds his lessons, and does 
much like the other boys; but 
you cannot think what a clever 
boy the other is, Mam111a, and 
so good-natured. Ob, what nice 
laws he will make when he is 

I" grown up. 
" Well," said his Mother, 

" the parents of these young 
lords acted very wisely in send­
ing them to school where the 
boys treat them as equals, and 
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do not flatter and spoil the1n, as 
it too often happens when they 
are brought up at ho1ne. I once 
knew a little lord, who, the first 
time he went to school, was 
asked his name by the other 
boys, and he would not tell it, 
but said, with an air of supe­
riority, ' I an1 a lord :' upon 
which one of the boys, to show 
how little he cared for lords, 
knocked hi1n down, saying, 
' That is to teach your lordship 
better manners.'" 

'" Oh, poor little lord ! " said 
Willy. " However, it served 
hi1n right; and I dare say he 
took care not to be proud of his 
t itle any more." 

'' That he did; for he is now 
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one of the noblemen the most 
distinguished in his speeches in 
Parliament for his love of free­
dom and equality." 

" But pray, Mamn1a, tell 1ne 
how do the Parliament make 
the Jaws?" 

" When a new law is pro­
posed," said his lVIother, " it 
generally begins in the House of 
Cornmons, and there the mem­
bers consult together about it. 
Some speak in favour of it, and 
tell all the good they expect it 
will do, and others speak against 
it, thinking it will do more harm 
than good ; but if at last they 
come to an agree1nent to rnake 
the law, they send it to the 
House of Lords, and there it is 



8 ON MAKING LAWS, 

ta1ked over in the same 1nanner 
as in the House of Commons : 
if they also agree to it, there js 
only one 1nore person to con­
sult, that is, the King; and if he 
consents to it, the la\v is made ; 
but if he does not, he says 
Veto. Are you Latin scholar 
enough, Willy, to know what 
that 111eans?" 

" Oh yes, Mamma, I have 
seen it in the gra1n1nar : it means 
I forbid; but I think it wou1d 
be very ill-natured of the King 
to say Veto, when all the nobles 
of the I-louse of Lords, and all 
the n1embers of the House of 
Commons, agree to it." 

" You are 1nistaken, "\iVilly, 
for probably they do not a11 
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agree to it, but only the greater 
number: it would be very diffi­
cult to get so many men to be 
of the same opinion, especially 
when they had been arguing and 
disputing about it." 

" So I thought, Mamn1a; for 
I know at school the boys would 
never agree what game they 
were to p1ay at, if they were 
each left to choose ; but this is 
the way we sett1e it : we make 
a11 the boys who choose one 
gatne stand on one side, and all 
the boys who choose another 
gan1e stand on the other side, 
and the greater number choose 
the game." 

" They do just the same in 
the two Houses of. Parlia1nent, 

I 
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and decide according to the 
1najo1~ity, or greater n u1n ber ; 
and when the two parties are 
nearly equal, they are counted 
over to know which is greater." 

" That is exactly what we do 
at school," said Willy. " One 
of the boys goes round and 
counts them." 

" I wonder," continued \ATil]y· 
( who seemed to acquire conse­
quence fro1n his school being 
coin pared to the Houses of Par­
liament), whether they ever dis­
pute and quarrel as we do, before 

d .d ,, we ec1 e. 
" I must own," said his lVIo­

ther, " that in some instances 
they have behaved too much 
like schoolboys, but in general 
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their debates are carried on with 
order and propriety, the great 
speakers being so1ne of the cle­
verest and wisest peop1e of the 
kingdom ; and there is more 
eloquence, or beautiful speaking, 
in the Houses of Parlia1nent, 
than in any place whatever." 

" And does the King go to the 
Parliament to give his consent 
to a new law, or to say the ter­
rible word Veto ? " 

" Yes; or he may send one 
of his ministers in his stead. 
But he generally goes himself, 
once a year, when the Parlia­
ment first meets. He goes then 
in great state, and sits upon a 
fine throne in the House of 
Peers, and then he sends to the 

I 2 
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1nembers of the House of Com­
mons to desire they will come 
and hear his speech. Do not 
you remember, Willy, my taking 
you once to see the King go to 
Parlia1nent in a fine gilt coach, 
drawn by six beautiful cream­
coloured horses, all dressed out 
with blue ribands ? " 

" Oh yes," replied Willy, 
" I reme1nber; and a fine sight 
it was. But why did the King 
have so 1nany soldiers about his 
carriage, Mamma? I am sure 
he could not be afraid the crowd 
would hurt him, for they cried 
' God save the I(ing ! ' all the 
way he went, and n1ade hurras 
almost as loud as the cannon." 

" That was to show that they 
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loved him and liked his govern­
ment; and the guard, which is 
called a guard of honour, is much 
more a n1ark of respect than of . ,, protection. 

" And what is the King's 
speech about ? " inquired Willy. 

" The King tells the Parlia-
1nent all he has done since last 
they 1net; and as soon as he has 
finished his speech he goes away, 
that they may be at liberty to 
talk about it without i;estraint." 

" Oh dear ! how 1nuch I 
should like to hear them, Main­
ma ! Do not people go to hear 
then1 s01neti1nes?" 

" Men do ; but women and 
children, except the sons of 
members, are not adn1itted. I 

I 3 
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often regret this for myself, 
Wi1ly, but not for you, for it 
would be irnpossible at your age 
to understand them." 

" But then, Mamma, could 
not you explain it to me?" 

"We have talked quite enough 
about the Houses of Parliament 
to-day, Willy: you 1nust wait till 
to-morrovv, and then I will see 
what I can do." 
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ON FLOGGING SOLDIERS AND 
SCHOOL BOYS. 

WILLY was very impatient to 
hear about the speeches in Par­
liament, and came early into his 
1nother's roo1n. She told him 
that it would be impossible for 
her to give him any idea of the 
eloquence with which the n1em­
bers of Parliament spoke in ar­
guing or debating about a law, 
but she might, perhaps, 1nake 
him understand the manner in 
which it was done. " I cannot 
think of a law," said she, " that 
you could understand, Willy; but 
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·we rnight suppose one: what sort 
of a law would you like ? " 

Willy reflected for some tiin e, 
and then cried out, "Oh, Man1-­
ma ! I should _like of all things 
that they would 1nake a law that 
schooln1asters should not flog the 
b " ovs. 

ol 

His 1nother could not he] p 
laughing ; but she said, " Very 
well thought of, Willy ; for the 
House of Co1n1nons have lately 
been busy debating about a law 
to prevent flogging." 

" Indeed ! " cried V\Tilly, in­
terrupting his Mother, and quite 
overjoyed. 

" Ay, Willy, but you would 
not let me finish : it was not to 
prevent the flogging of boys, but 
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of soldiers ; and they are 1nuch 
more severely whipped than you 
ever are at school." 

" Oh, Man1ma ! I have never 
been whipped, I assure you ; but 
I am obliged to stand and see 
the other boys flogged, and it 
makes me so sick ! But if the 
Parliament make a law against 
flogging soldiers, I am sure the 
master ought not to treat us 
worse than the soldiers ; so I 
hope, perhaps, I never shall be 
flogged." 

"Endeavour not to deserve it, 
Willy, for that is the surest way 
of escaping." 

Well, Mam ma; but now tell 
me all about the ]aw." 

'' It was proposed and read in 
• 
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the House of Commons ; then 
one of the members rose from 
his seat, and made a speech in 
favour of it. He talked of the 
cruelty of the punishment, of 
the shame of treating men like 
brutes: that soldiers, who have 
any right feeling, think them­
selves degraded and good for 
nothing after having suffered 
such a disgraceful punishment; 
so they care not what they do, 
and really becon1e good for no­
thing: that those daring men, 
who brave both the pain and 
the disgrace, only heco1ne more 
hardened by it; - and thus he 
goes on for an hour or two ar­
guing against flogging." 

"Well, I think he 1night have 
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persuaded them all in less time 
than that." 

" Oh no, Willy; when he sits 
down, another mernber rises and 
makes a speech in opposition to 
hi1n. He says, that without 
flogging it would be impossible 
to preserve discipline in the 
army; that is, to keep the sol­
diers in order, and make the1n 
obedient; and that without dis­
cioline, the soldiers would not J. 

fight well in battle : and so he 
goes on, and makes it out that 
the country would one day or 
other be conquered, if soldiers 
were not flogged vvhen they do 
wrong. " 

" 'ro be sure, I never thought 
of that," said Willy, pensively; 



96 ON FLOGGING SOLDIERS 

" it would certainly be worse for 
the country to be conquered, than 
for soldiers to be flogged.'' 

" 'fhen," continued his Mo­
ther, " another me1nber gets up 
and observes, that in France and 
Gern1any the punishment of flog­
ging is not allowed, and yet that 
the soldiers are very well dis­

ciplined." 
" Oh, how glad I am!" ex­

c1ain1ed \iVilly, ju1nping up and 
clapping his hands ; " then we 
should not be conquered." 

" But another 1nember ob­
served, that it was very true 
that in France and Germany 
they did not flog the soldiers, 
but they shot them ; and he 
asked, whether a soldier had not 
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rather be flogged than be put to 
death?" 

" Indeed," said Willy, with 
a long face, " I would rather be 
flogged than shot. I hope so1ne 
other member got up and con­
tradicted him." 

" Yes ; he said, that the pu­
n ish1nent of death was, at least, 
but rarely inflicted, and only for 
very great crimes ; and that so­
litary imprisonment, and feeding 
on bread and water, would do 
just as well as flogging. Well, 
after talking it over for three 
different nights, and consulting 
the principal officers of the army 
about it, it was decided by a ma­
jority of votes that the law could 
not be repealed at present." 

;I{ 
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" Oh dear, how sorry I am ! " 

exclaimed Willy; " but, indeed, 

I do not think it was fair to con­

sult the officers, for you kno\v 

they are like the master of a 

school, and, I dare say, like flog-
. '' ging. 
" There are, I believe, very 

few officers who are fond of flog­

ging; and no persons are likely 

to be such good judges of its 

effects upon soldiers ; but it is 

true, that having been long used 

to order the punishment, they 

may not only cease to consider 

it as cruel, but they may also 

find that it is a very easy 1node 

of punishment, and saves them 

a vast deal of trouble. How­

ever, they were desired to flog 
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as little as possible, and to ac­
custom the soldiers, by degrees, 
to other punishments, so that in 
time the law 1night be repealed 
with safety." 

" Well," said Willy, " I won­
der what they could find to say, 
to talk of it three nights." 

" It is one of the rules of Par­
liament, that when it is proposed 
to make a new law, or repeal an 
old one, the law 1nust be read 
over three several titnes in the 
House, and the 1nembers are at 
liberty to debate on it each of 
those ti 1n es, or even often er if 
they think right. This is a very 
wise regulation ; for making a 
new law, or repealing an old one, 
is a very important thing, when 

K 2 
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you consider that the people are 
obliged to obey the new law 
whether they like it or not, or 
whether it is good or bad. It is 
therefi.ne right that a law should 
not be 1nade in a hurry, but that 
the Parliament should be allowed 
full time to consult and inquire 
about it, in order to be sure that 
it will do 1nore good than harm." 

" I--Iarm, Ma1nma ! " repeated 
,¥illy ; " to be sure, the Parlia­
ment never make any laws that 
do harm!" 

" The laws of a country," said 
his 1nother, " are like the rules 
of your school, they prevent your 
having so 111 uch liberty as you 
would otherwise have." 

" Oh then, indeed, they do 
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some harn1, Ma1nma, certainly; 
for I am sure all the rules of the 
school are very tiresome : you 
can hardly ever do any thing 
just when you like, and how you 
like ; there is no liberty but at 
pla y-tiine." 

"There may possibly be more 
rules than are necessary," replied 
his Mother; " but how do you 
th ink the school would go on 
without rules ? You have said, 
that even during the play hours 
you were obliged to 1nake rules 
for yourselves, in order to co1ne 
to an agree1nent at what ga1ne 
you should play ; and I fear that 
the boys would have a still 
greater difficulty to agree when 

K 3 
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they should come in from the 

play ground to school." 

" Yes, indeed," said Willy, 

laughing. " If there ,vere no 

rules to settle what we were to 

do all day, there would be a 

great deal of disputing about it; 

and quarrelling and fighting too, 

for there would be no rules for 

punishing naughty boys, you 

know; and I believe 1nost of 

the boys would play all day, and 

very few would ,vork so hard as 

they are obliged to do now." 

" And if, when you came 

home at holyday time, Willy, I 

found you had made no progress 

in your learning, but had grown 

quarrelsome and disobedient, I 

should teH the 1naster that I did 
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not choose my son to grow up 
an ill-tempered dunce ; and that 
he rn ust manage his school bet­
ter, or I should send you to 
some other which was better re­
gulated. So you see, Willy, that 
the boys of a school require rules 
to govern thern, as much as the 
people of a country require laws; 
and they 1nust, both of them, 
put up with the evil in order to 
have the good. That is, they 
must put up with the restraint, 
that they may enjoy the order, 
peace, and security they pro­
duce; that is what I meant, 
when I said, that a law should 
do more good than harm. For 
if the rules of a school are more 
than are required to keep the 
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boys in order, or that the laws of 
a country put rnore restraint on 
n1en than is necessary to pre­
serve good governrnent, they are 
bad." 

" Oh, but then, you know, 
Ma111ma, the people help to 
make the laws; I mean they 
send me1n bers of Parliament to 
do it for thern, so they take care 
not to 1nake laws the people 
would not like; but the boys at 
school do not make the rules, it 
is the master does it ; and we 
are obliged to obey the1n, whe­
ther we like them or not." 

" That," said his lVIother, "is 
like the sovereign of a despotic 
government, snch as those of 
Russia or Constantinople." 
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" Oh do pray tell me about 
them, lVlamma?" said Willy. 

" Not to-day, my dear: we 
have talked quite enough about 
laws and governments, so we 
must put it off till to-1norrow .. " 
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ON DESPOTIC SOVEREIGNS. 

"\V1LLY had, at this tirne, a 
week's holydays, so that he was 
able to carry on his convers­
ations with his Mother without 

interruption. He was very eager 

to hear about despotic sove­

reigns ; and his first question 

was, whether a sovereign was 

• like a king ? 
I-Iis Mother told him, that 

sovereign was a na111e given to 

any one who governed a country: 
thus, our King was Sovereign of 

Great Britain and Ireland ; the 

E111peror of Russia v1as Sove-
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reign of that country ; the Sul­
tan was Sovereign of Turkey, 
and the Grand Duke of Tuscany 
Sovereign in his dominions. 
" But," said she, "though these 
are all sovereigns, they have not 
on]y different titles, but govern 
in a very different manner. The 
sovereign in a despotic govern-
1n ent is called an absolute mo­
narch, because his power is ab­
solute or uncontrol1ed, and he 
makes what laws he chooses, 
without consulting his people ; 
indeeJ, he very often reigns with­
out any law but his own will." 

" Oh, dear, I should not like 
to live in such a country, it 
would be so much like a school : 
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I dare say there is a great deal 

of flogging there ? " 
" Yes, indeed, Willy; but it 

is much ·worse than a school ; 

for if the 1naster governed the 

school badly the parents would 

take his scholars away, and the 

master would be ruined. The 

master is thus answerable to the 

parents of the children, and that 

·makes him careful how he go­

verns them ; but an absolnte 

monarch is answerable to no 

one, and he may do just what 

he pleases." 
" And do the people learn a 

great deal in those countries 

where there is so much flog-
. ? " g1ng. 
" Oh no, quite the contrary : 
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a despotic prince does not get 
the people flogged in order to 
1nake them learn, but in order 
to oblige them to do whatever 
he com1nands, let it be ever so 
foolish or so wicked. He likes 
his subjects to be ignorant be­
cause he knows that if they 
became learned and wise, and un­
derstood how to make laws, they 
would no longer obey him, but 
insist on having a better govern­
ment, and assist in making the 
laws the1nselves." 

"Well, but, Mamma,as an ab­
solute 1nonarch can do whatever 
he pleases, suppose that he hap­
pened to be a very good man, 
and very clever too, he would 
understand how to make laws 

L 
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better than the people them­
selves." 

" That is sometimes the case," 

replied she. " The King of 
Prussia, for instance, is an ab­
solute prince ; but, instead of 
wishing to keep his subjects in 
ignorance, he has established 
very excellent schools through­
out his dominions, and obliges 
the people to send their children 
to them ; and he has done still 
more, for he has given his sub­
jects laws which will, at least, 
secure them a good government 
during his life. But it very sel­
dom happens that a despotic 
prince is either good or wise : 
he is brought up from his cradle 

as a spoilt child by all the peo ... 
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ple about hi1n; flattered, coaxed, 
and indulged in his youth, by 
those who hope to be his fa­
vourites when he grows up, and 
reigns. But even should his 
government be wise and just, 
there is no certainty of its last­
ing, and when he dies his suc­
cessor may be quite the contrary. 
There ·was, some years ago, an 
Emperor of Russia called Alex­
ander, whose mother had taken 
such pains with his education, 
that when he ca1ne to the throne, 
he governed the people better 
than they had ever been go­
verned before. A celebrated 
lady once said to him, that, for 
the first time in her life, he 
made her think, that a despotic 

L . 2 
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governn1ent was as good as a 
rep res en tati ve one." 

" v\1hat is a representative go­
vernn1ent, Mamn1a ?" 

" It is a government in which 
the people send men to repre­
sent the1n, to help to n1ake the 
laws, as they do in England and 
in France, and many other coun­
tries. But to return to my 
story ; the Emperor Alexander 
answered, it is but a lucky chance 
that I govern well, and those 
who succeed 1ne may do just 
the contrary. Unfortunate]y he 
was hirnself, a few years after­
wards, persuaded by some bad 
people to alter his manner of 
governing, and the liberty he had 
allowed his subjects was ex-
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changed for severity and hard­
ships. So you see, Willy, how 
little the good conduct of des­
potic sovereigns can be depended 
on." 

" Oh yes," said °½7illy; " be­
sides, Marn ma, if a despotic sove­
reign wished ever so much to 
make laws that would please his 
subjects, how could he know 
what laws they would like? for 
they do not send him repre­
sentatives to consult, as they do 
in England; and he cannot go 
about to ev:~ry man to ask hi1n." 

" No, indeed," replied his mo­
ther ; " but despotic sovereigns 
in general think only of pleasing 
themselves, and care very little 

L 3 
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whether the people like their 
laws or not." 

" Oh, what a shame!" ex­
clai1ned Willy; " for a despotic 
sovereign is but one man, and 
the people are every body. Can 
any thing be so unjust as to 
1nake laws to please one man, 
instead of pleasing hundreds and 
thousands of men ?" 

" Very true, "'\Villy; but an 
absolute 1nonarch fancies that 
those hundreds and thousands 
of men w horn he governs are all 
1nade to obey him." 

" Then they 111ust be quite 
foolish to think themselves so 
1nuch better and greater than 
other people." 

" 'rhey have been taught to 
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think themselves above all other 
men from their childhood, it is 
therefore no wonder they should 
believe it." 

" It does not see1n to 1ne to be 
fair that men should be obliged 
to obey laws, they have not 
helped to make; I do not mean 
that every man should do so, 
but that they should choose 
people to represent the1n : I 
think it would be better to have 
no governn1ent at all than a des­
potic one." 

Willy's mother did not agree 
with him on this point ; she 
thought a despotic government 
better than none at all ; for 
if there were no government, 
all the strong men might op-
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press the weak, the poor rob the 
rich, and there would be no 
safety for any one, either in per­
son or property. 

" That is· true," said Willy, 
" it would be just like the Land 
without Laws*, where they were 
all so unhappy." 

" A despotic sovereign," said 
his Mother, " could not have 
done so 1nuch harm to his sub­
jects as the people did there to 
one another. Co1nplete liberty 
is a bad thing, for 1nen will be 
sure to injure each other. The 
right and proper liberty is, that 
1nen should do whatever they 
like, provided it does no harm 
to others." 

* Willy's Stories, p. 10,1,, • 
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" ,v ell, Mam ma, I think our 
governn1ent in England much the 
best ; for here we may do what 
is right, and not what is wrong; 
and the King consults with the 
people about making the Jaws, 
and is not a despotic sovereign." 

" In one point of view, Willy, 
our king is as absolute as any 
prince, foe the law of the land 
declares, that the King can do no 
wrong.'' 

" Why, then," cried Willy 
,vith astonishment, "he may do 
whatever he chooses, and no ty­
rant can do more than that! 
Then, if he is angry with a man, 
1nay he order his head to be cut 
off ·without being tried and con­
demned in a court of justice?" 
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" He may order it, but no 
one would obey him, because 
the 1nan who cut off the head 
·would be himself tried for it, 
conde1nned, and put to death ; 
for no man is bound to obey the 
I(ing, if he orders hin1 to do any 
thing that is contrary to the 
laws. 

" When the law says, that the 
l{ing can do no wrong, the 1nean­
ing is, that his 1ninisters, or who­
ever he orders to do any thing 
wrong, are liable to be punished 
if they obey him ; this is called 
the responsibility of 1ninisters, 
or, in other words, that they are 
accountable for whatever they 
do, and that it is no excuse for 
the1n to say the King corn mantl­
ed it. 
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" So when the people think 
that the I{ing does any thing 
wrong in governing, ~instead of 
blaming hirn they blame his mi­
nisters ; and the House of Com-
1n ons, as the representatives of 
the people, send a petition to 
the King to beg him to turn 
away the ministers who have 
advised hirn to do what they 
disapprove; and very often the 
I{ing is obliged to do so, though 
he 1nay know he is 1nore in fault 
than they are. 

" There are 1nany things that 
the King 1nay do without con­
sulting Parliarnent, and these 
privileges are called the I{ing's 
prerogative; for instance, he may 
make war when ever he pleases." 



1 ~0 ON DESPOTIC SOVEREIGNS. 

Willy expressed great sur­
prise at this ; for he thought the 
people should be asked whether 

they thought it right to go to 
war or not. 

'' Do you recollect what the 
King is obliged to do to support 
the expenses of a war, Willy?" 

" Oh yes, he is obliged to 
borrow money, and to ask the 

Parliament to increase his allow­

ance, to be able to pay the in­

terest of ~he money he borrows." 

"Well, then, if the Parliament 
did not like the war, they n1ight 
refuse to increase his allowance. 
Then the people would not lend 
him money, because he could not 

pay them interest for it ; and so 
he would not be able to pay the 
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soldiers and sailors, and could 
not go on with the war." 

'' Then I dare say, Mamn1a, 
the King takes care before he 
goes to war to find out whether 
the Parliament like it or not, for 
fear they should refuse to in­
crease his allowance." 

" That certainly is a check," 
said his Mother. " Another 
branch of the King's prerogative 
is that of dissolving the Parlia­
ment; that is, he may send all 
the merr1bers away, and reign 
without them." 

" Indeed!" exclaimed Willy, 
with a look of alarm ; " and if 
the I{ing chose to send his Par­
liament away, would he not be 
a despotic sovereign ?" Then, 

M 



122 ON DESPOTIC SOVEREIGNS. 

after a little reflection, he added, 
" But how could he get n1oney, 
Man11na, if there ·was no Parlia-
1nent to give hi1n his allow­
ance?" 

" That," replied his Mother, 
" is the very thing which pre­
vents our kings from governing 
without a Parlia1nent; for the 
King cannot oblige the people to 
pay taxes without the consent of 
Parlian1ent, and therefore could 
get no allowance." 

" Then it is but a sort of 
sha1n absolute power that our 
king has, after all," said Willy ; 
" for, if he can do no wrong 
himself, he cannot 1nake other 
people do wrong for hi1n ; and 
if he declares war, and that Par--
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liament don't like it, and if he 
tries to govern without a Par­
liament, he can get no money; 
and so he cannot do any of these 
things." 

" Our kings, however, have 
someti1nes made the atternpt to 
reign without a Parlia1nent," said 
his Mother. " There was once a 
king who was so much displeased 
with his Parliament, because 
they would not allow him to 
govern just as he chose, that he 
dissolved it and assembled a 
new one, hoping that the people 
would choose representatives 
who would be more willing to 
do what he wished." 

" I think that was rather fool­
ish of the l{ing, Mamma; for 

M 2 
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the people would be so afraid of 
being despotically governed, that 
they would choose representatives 
who would take more care than 
before, that they should not be 
so. " 

" That was exactly the case," 
replied his l\1other. " The of­
tener the l(ing dissolved his 
Parlia1nent, the more difficult 
he found it to manage the new 
one : till at last the King and the 
Parliament came to a downright 
quarrel, and there was a civil 
war. " 

" Oh ! " exclaimed Willv, " I 
.I 

know now what king you are 
talking of, Matnma. It is Charles 
the First, whorn I read about in 
"Little Arthur's History;' and, 
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after fighting a great many bat­
tles, at last, poor man ! they cut 
off his head." 

" Yes, it was Charles the 
First," replied his Mother; " and 
you may well say poor n1an ! 
He was to be pitied as a 111an ; 
for, though he was a bad king, 
he behaved with great kindness 
to his family, and I dare say 
would have been a good sort of 
man if he had been a private 
gentleman instead of a king; but 
he was unfortunately brought up 
to think that he might govern 
as he liked, and that it was the 
people who ~rere doing wrong 
when they resisted hi111." 

Willy inquired of his Mother 
how long the Parliament lasted, 

M 3 
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if the King did not dissolve it. 

She replied, " Seven years ; but 

it seldom is so long, as the King 

generally dissolves on the sixth 

year, if no circu1nstance hap­

pens to induce him to dissolve 

it sooner. Then," added she, 

" when the King dies, the Par­

liament is dissolved of itself, and 

the new King calls together a 

a ne\v Parliament. 
" But, Willy, what a length of 

time we have been talking," said 

his Mother, looking at her 

watch : " now you must go out, 

and to-n1orrow I will tell you of 

another sort of government." 
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ON REPUBLICS. 

WILLY wondered much what 
was the sort of governn1ent his 
Mother was going to explain to 
him ; for she had told him about 
the sovereigns who reigned with 
despotic power, and about the 
goyernment of England, where 
the power was lirnited by the 
Parliament. He could not con­
ceive that there could be any 
other form of govern 111ent, and 
was much astonished when his 
Mother said, 

" In the government I am 
going to teU you about to-day, 
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Willy, there is no sovereign, 
neither king, nor e1nperor, nor 
sultan." 

" Then, Manuna," cried Wil-
1 y, with astonishn1ent, " how 
can there be any governn1ent 
if there is nobody to cornmand, 
and punish the people who do 
not obey the Jaws?" 

" It is the peop1e the1nselves 
who co1n1nand. I do not mean 
that every man governs, but 
they choose representatives, not 
only to make the laws, but to 
execute the1n, or, in other words, 
to govern." 

" Something like our Parlia­
ment, I suppose?" 

" Like our I-louse of Com­
mons, at least ; but in republics, 
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where the people govern, they 
are very fond of equality, and 
few republics have any noble-
1nen." 

Willy thought that very fair ; 
yet, after a little reflection, he 
observed, that " if the people 
were all to be equal, they must 
all work alike to gain their liveli­
hood ; and then nobody would 
have leisure to study and be­
co1ne learned, and write clever 
books to teach the people." 

" That would not do at all, 
Willy. When I talked of equal­
ity, I meant equality of rank and 
equality of rights. The noble­
men in England have, you know, 
titles and a higher rank, than we 
commoners. Then they have a 



] 30 ON REPUBLICS. 

right to sit in Parliarnent, whicn 

con11noners have not, unless 

they are chosen to represent the 

people. Now, in republics, there 

are no class of men who have 

privileges or rights different fron1 

the rest of the people. But 
wealth is a different thing. Men 

cannot be equal in wealth, any 

more than they can be equal in 
goodness or in abilities. A man 

who is industrious and clever 

and prudent will gain money and 

grow rich ; and that is the na­

tural reward of his industry: 
while a n1an who is idle and 

foolish will gain nothing, but 

spend or lose the money he has ; 

and so he will become poor ; that 

is the natural punishment of his 
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idleness and folly. When I said 
that in rnost republics men were 
equal, I also said equal in rank 
and rights." 

" It is like liberty, JYiamma," 
said Willy. " As there is a 
right and a wrong liberty, so 
there is a right and a wrong 
equality. People must have li­
berty to do a great many things 
- that is the right liberty ; but 
they must not have liberty to do 
every thing, - that would be the 
wrong liberty : and people must 
be equal in many things - that 
is the right equality; but they 
m ust not be equal in every 
thing - that is the wrong equal-
. ' ' 1ty. 

:~ Very well, Willy~ but do 
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you think you could teII me 

what are the things in which 

n1en should be free, or have 

liberty to do as they liked, and 

what are the things in which 

they ought not to be free ? " 
" Oh yes ; they should be free 

to do what they like, provided 

it does not hurt other people; for 

it would not be right to allow 

them to hurt other people in 

order to please thernselves." . 

" Now, can you tell in what 
things 1nen should be equal, and 

in what things they cannot be 

equal?" 
Willy answered, that " people 

should be equal in rank, and 

have equal rights ; but that they 

could not have equal wealth, 
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because they were not all equally 
industrious or equally clever." 

"You must, however, remem­
ber, Willy, that we are now talk­
ing of the liberty of a republic. 
In England we have a sovereign 
and nobles, who have rank and 
privileges superior to that of the 
people ; but we are so happy, 
and so well governed, that it 
would be very foolish to wish to 
change. There was once a re­
public in Greece called Sparta, 
where the people were foolish 
enough to think that they ought 
to be equal in every thing. So 
the children were all brought up 
exactly alike, at public schools. 
Then the people were obliged 
to eat their meals together at 

N 
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public tables, where they all ate 
of the same dishes." 

" Oh, but Mamina, how could 
thev contrive to 1nake the idle .... 

n1en work as hard as those that 
were industrious?" 

"That was impossible; so they 
determined that none of the1n 
should work, but that they should 
all be soldiers, in order to defend 
their country from enetnies." 

" But then who was to work 
for them?" inquired \Villy; 
" for s01nebody 1n ust do the 
household work, and make their 
clothes, and plough their fields?" 

" This is the way they ma­
naged: whenever they went to 
war, and took any prisoners, 
they obliged the1n to work for 



ON REPUBLICS. 135 

them. The prisoners cultivated 
their fields, built their houses, 
made their clothes, cooked their 
dinners, and, in short, became 
their servants, or, rather, their 
slaves; for, instead of being at 
liberty to leave their roasters if 
they were ill used, they were 
obliged to stay with them, and 
worked without receving wages." 

" There was no equality there, 
I a·m sure," said Willy; " was 
not that very wrong?" 

" Certainly," replied his mo­
ther : "in order to make them­
selves equal, they con1mitted the 
greatest injustice on others." 

" They were foolish people, 
Mamma, and did not know the 

N 2 
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difference bet\veen the right 
equality and the wrong one." 

" True," said his 1nother; "for 
it is very wrong to make men 
slaves, whether you use them 
well or ill, and very wicked to 
treat them cruelly. This republic 
of Sparta existed a great many 
years ago ; you will read about 
it in the ancient history, when 
you are old enough to under­
stand it." 
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ON SLAVERY. 

WILLY had been much inte­
rested about the slaves of the 
Spartans, and he inquired of his 
111other, the next day, whether 
there were slaves in any country 
at this present ti1ne. 

" I a1n sorry to say that sla­
very still exists in some coun­
tries," replied she; " but as peo­
ple become wiser and better they 
see how wicked it is to deprive 
fellow creatures of their liberty, 
and in 1nany places slavery has 
been abolished, that is, it is no 
longer permitted." 

N 3 
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" Were there ever any slaves 
in England?" said Willy. 

" There were in very ancient 
ti1nes," replied his mother; "but 
slavery was abolished before the 
Norman conquest, and it has 
long been one of the laws of 
England, that the moment a 
slave sets his foot in this country 
he is free. But, some few years 
ago, Englishmen were allowed to 
have slaves in the West India 
islands, several of which belong 
to England. It is a very dis­
tant country, where sugar and 
coffee grow. Now the weather 
is very hot in these islands, and 
the Englishmen thought it too 
fatiguing to work in the fields 
to cultivate the sugar and coffee, 



ON SLAVERY. 139 

so they sent across the Atlantic 
ocean to Africa, where the Ne­
groes Ii ve, and they offered to 
give the kings of those countries 
knives and glasses, and fine 
clothes, and a number of other 
things, which they do not know 
how to n1ake in Negro-land, if 
the king would give them in 
exchange some of the Negroes 
for slaves, to cultivate the sugar 
and coffee. Then the king of the 
Negroes used to go with his 
troops, and take all the people 
of a village prisoners, and sell 
them to the Englishmen, who 
took the1n to the West Indies, 
and made them work for them. 
But it was not the English alone 
who carried on this shameful 
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trade: for all the countries who 
possessed islands in the West 
Indies did the same; - French, 
Spaniards, Dutch, and many 
others ; so that the poor Ne­
groes were sadly tormented. 
There are a great 1nany srnall 
kingdoms in Negro-land, and 
the kings were constantly going 
to war with each other on pur­
pose to make prisoners, and sell 
them for slaves." 

"What a sha1ne !" exclaimed 
,¥illy, indignantly ; " it is worse 
than the Spartans ! " 

"Well, Willy, you will rejoice 
to hear that this iniquitous trade 
has at length been abolished ; 
and that it was England who had 
the glory of setting the example. 
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There was a very wise and very 
good man whose name was Mr. 
Wilberforce ; he was a me1nber 
of Parlia1nent ; and every year 
he made eloquent speeches, in 
which he described the hard­
ships and cruelties the poor Ne­
groes suffered. How they were 
driven every morning to their 
work in the fields by men with 
long whips, just like a herd of 
cattle; and were severely lashed 
if there was the least remissness 
in their labour ; and he always 
concluded by begging the Par­
liament to make a law to abolish 
the slave trade ; but though 
many people wished it as well 
as himself, during twenty years 
he never could gain a majority 
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in both Houses of Parliament 
for abolishing so cruel a trade." 

" And why not, Mamma? 
Surely people are not so wicked 
as to like to buy slaves ? " 

" All those who had estates in 
the West Indies thought that they 
should be ruined, if they were 
not a11owed to continue to buy 
slaves; for the poor slaves died 
very fast, and others were wanted 
to replace thern. It is true that 
the Negroes being used to a hot 
cli1nate, were better able to work 
in the fields than the Europeans; 
but then they \Vere so wretched 
at being torn fron1 their native 
land and wives, fro1n their chil­
dren and friends, that n1any of 
them died of grie£ Others were 
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so hardly used by their masters, 
so severely beaten by their over­
seers, that they fell sick and died. 
For 1nany years after the dread­
ful cruelties were made known, 
they were allowed to continue. 
But good Mr. Wilberforce was 
not disheartened ; he persevered 
in his humane efforts; and after 
twenty years people grew wiser 
and better, and the Parliament 
gained a majority against the 
slave trade. The Lords agreed 
to it, the King gave his consent, 
and this wicked traffic was abo­
lished." 

" How glad I am ! ;; cried 
vVilly ; " and I hope they made 
the French, and Spanish, and 
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all the other countries abolish it 
too, JVlamma?" 

" Oh! "\i'\Tilly, you forget that 
we do not reign over other 
countries ; however, we did all 
we could to persuade the1n to 
abolish the slave trade as we 
had done; and many of them 
did ; so that there are very few 
countries now where Negroes are 
bought and sold." 

"But what is beco1ne of the 
Negroes who were 1nade slaves 
before, Marnma ? " 

" They continued slaves for 
many years; but as their masters 
knew that when any of them 
died they would not be allowed 
to buy others, they were, per­
haps, more careful not to over-
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work them, or use them as ill as 
before ; and they took more care 
of the health of their children, 
in order that they might be 
strong and robust enough t0 
cultivate the sugar and coffee 
when they were grown up." 

" But still they were slaves, 
Mam ma!" said "\i\Tilly, with a 

sigh. 
" It is much rnore difficult to 

abolish slavery, than the slave 
trade, Willy; for however wrong 
it might be, the slaves belonged 
to their masters, who had bought 
them with their money, just as 
n1uch as the sheep and cattle 
belong to the farn1er who has 
bought them." 

" But then they ought ·.not to 
0 
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have bought slaves," said Willy ; 
" and it serves the masters right 
to take them away." 

"No, Willy: the Governtnf!nt 
can only punish men for doing 
what is contrary to law; as long 
as the law allowed men to ha\ e 
slaves, the Government had n<> 
right to take them away, any 
more than they have to take 
away the sheep and cattle of the 
farmer." 

" Then, Mamma, the Parlia­
ment that can make what laws 
it pleases, should make a law to 
destroy slavery, and let all the 
slaves in the West Indies be 
free, as they are if they come to 
England." 

" That law was also pro-
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posed," said his Mother; " but 
the masters of the slaves said 
that it would be very unfair, 
unless the money they had paid 
for their slaves was restored to 
them. Then the Government · 
said, 'No, that would not be fair 
either ; for the negroes will 
remain with you and be your 
servants, though they will no 
longer be your slaves ; if you 
use the1n well they will not 
leave you ; but as they wi11 not 
be your slaves, you must pay 
them wages, and we will give 
you a sum of money to help 
you to pay their wages.' Then 
the people of England were so 
humane and generous as to give a 
very large sum of money to the 
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masters of the slaves, and a law 
was made that the slaves should 
all be free ; you cannot think 
what rejoicing there was, Willy, 
not only atnongst the poor Ne­
groes in the West Indies, but 
amongst the people of England, 
who, being free the1nselves, 
could not bear that there should 
be slaves in any country which 
belonged to England." 

'' How good they were, Mam­
ma ; but Mr. Wilberforce must 
have been the most pleased of 
any body." 

" At the abolition of the slave 
trade, I dare say that he was; 
and he lived long enough to 
know that the law for the aboli­
tion of slavery was on the point 
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of being completed. Thus he 
received the reward of the labours 
of his long a~d virtuous life at 
the moment of his death. 

Willy's holidays being now 
over, he returned to school, and 
it was a long time before he had 
an opportunity of renewing his 
conversation with his Mother. 

THE END. 
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A TREATISE on GEOMETRY, and it APPLI­
CATION to the ARTS. By D. LARDXER, D.C.L. Fcp . Sm. 

with Vign,ette Title, 6s. cloth. , 
*** Whilst demonstrating the properties of Geometry in a 

concise, simple, and elementary manner, it ha been the object 
of the Author to !l"ive the subject a practical bearing in its various 
npplicatious to the Arts . 

STUDE JT'S MANUAL; or, an Appendage to 
the En 00lish Dictionaries: being an Etymolog·ical and Ex­

planatory v"ocabulary of Words derived from the GREEK. By 
R. I-L BLACK, LL.D, New Edit. 18mo. 2s . 6d. cloth. 

By the same Author, 
E TYMOLOGICAL and EXPLANATORY 

DICTION ARY of WORDS derived from the LA.TIN ; with amus­
ing Illustrations from Eminent Writers. New Edit. 18mo. 5s.6d.cl. ~--- - - ---------~ 
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LIXDLEY MURRA.Y'S WORKS. 
NEW EDITIONS, WITH THE AUTHOR'S LAST CORRECTIONS. 

FIRST BOOK for CHILDRE.1. . 18mo. 6d. sd. 

AN ENGLISH SPELLirTG-BOOK; with Read. 
ing Lessons, adapted to the capacities of Children, to teacli 

Orthography and Pronunciation together. 18mo. ls. 6d. bound. 
INTRODUCTION to the ENGLISH READER. 

12mo. 2s. 6d. bound. 

THE E GLISH READER; or, Pieces of Pro e 
and Poetry, selected from the best Writers : with Observa­

tions on the Principles of good Reading. 12mo. 3s. 6cl. bound. 

SEQUEL to the ENG LISH READER; or,Elegant 
Selections in Prose and Poetry. 12mo. 4s. 6d. bound. 

ENGLISH GRAMMAR, adapted to the different 
Classes of Learners. With an Appendix, containino- Rules 

and Observations for as isting the more advanced Students to 
Write with Perspicuity and Accuracy. 12mo. 3s. 6cl. bd. 

AN ENLARGED EDITION of MURRAY'S 
ABRIDGED ENGLISH GRAMMAR; containing nu­

merous additional Exercises. By the Rev. Dr. GILES, Head 
Master of the City of London School. 18mo. ls. 6d. cloth lettered. 

*,,.* The present edition contains examples and exercises so 
numerous, that a pupil who has gone through them all may be 
fairly supposecl to possess a very competent and satisfactory 
knowledge of the subject . 

ENG LISH EXERCISES; consisting- of Exem­
plifications of the Parts of Speech, Instances of False Or­

thoo-raphy, Violations of the Rules of Syntax, Defects in Punctu­
atio0n, and Violations of the Rules respecting· Perspicuity and 
Accuracy. 12mo. 2s. bound. 

A KEY to th e E U-LISH EXERCISES; calcu-
lated to enable Private Learners to become their own In ­

structors in Grammar and Composition. 12mo. 2s . bd.-The 
Exercises and Key may be had in one volume, 3s. 6d. bcl. 

INTRODUCTION au· LECTEUR FRANCOIS ; 
ou, Recueil de Pieces chaises : avec l' Explication ci_es Idio­

tismes et des Phrases difficiles. 12mo. 3s. 6d. bound. 

LECTEUR FRANCOIS; ou, Recuei l de Pieces, . 
en Prose et en Vers, tirees des meilleurs Ecrivains, pour 

servir a perfectionne1: les J eunes Gens dans la Lectern·; a etendre 
leur Connoissance de la Langue Frangoise; et a leur inculquer 
des Principes de Vertu et de Piete. 12mo. 5s. bound. 
------------------~ 
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LINDLEY l\IURRAY'S WORKS - continued. 
A HANDS01IE LIBRARY EDITION of the 

GRA::IIi\IAR, together with the Exercises and Key. 2 yols. Sm. 21s. boards . 
FIRST LESSO~S jn ENGLISH GRAl\fM:AR, 

adapted to the capacities of Children from Six to Ten Years 
old. Designed as an Introduction to the Abridgment of l\Iurray's 
Grammar. 181110. 9d. sewed. 
~ RAl\IMATICAL .QUESTIONS, adapted to tbe 
U Grammar of Lindley l\Imray, with Notes. By C. BRADLEY, 
A.!11. 8th Edit. improved, 12mo. 2s . 6d. bound. 

THE BOOK of MONOSYLLABLES; or, nn 
· Introduction to the Child's Monitor, adapted to the Capacities 

of Young Children: calculated to instruct, by fami liar g-radations, 
in the first Principles of Education and Morality. By J. Hon:-sEY. 
l\' ew Edition, lSmo. l s . 6d. bound. 

By the same Author, 
THE CHILD'ti UO JJTOR ; or, Pa rental 

·Instruction: containing a g-reat variety of Progressirn Les~ons 
a· laptecl for Children, calculated to instruct them in Reading, &c. 
Kew Edition, 12mo. 4s . bound. 

PRONOU 1 CING EXPOSITOR; or, a New 
Spelling-Book: in which the divisible Words are diYicled ag-reea­
l>Jy to the plan recommended by Drs. Lowth anrl Ash, and pro­
nounced and explained chiefly after the manner of Walker, 
Browne, Jones, &c. New Edition, muchimproved, 12mo. 2s . bcl. 

ENGLISH EXERCISES, Orthog-raphica1 and 
Grammatical; bein~ a Selection of Choice Pieces, in Prose and 
Verse : " ·ith many 5rigina1 Reflections, &c. designed to improve 
the Juvenile l\lind in Spelling and Grammar. New Edition, 
l Smo. ls. bound . 

~HORT GRAl\l:MAR of the ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE. New Edition, 12mo. 2s. hound. 

THE NKW PANTHEON ; or, an Introduction 
to foe Mythology of the Ancients, in Question and Answer: 

compiled for the Use of Young Per ons. To which are added, 
an Accentuated Index, Questions for Exercise, and Poetical Illustrations of Grecian ~Iytbolog·y, from Homer and Virgil. By 
W. J. H oRT. New Edition, considerably enlarged by the ad­
cl'.t ion of the Oriental and Nort11ern Mythology, lSmo . with 17 
Plates, 5s. 6d. bound . 

By the same Author, 
AN INTRODUC TIO to the STUDY of 

CHRONOLOGY and ANCIENT H I STORY. New Edit. l Smo. I 
Y:' -!s. bounrl. 
~------------------0 
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A SKETCH of MODERN anJ A.1.-CIE.1.-T 
. GEOGRAPHY. By SA:-.1UEL IluTLER, D. D. the late 

Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 12th Edition, Svo. 9s. 1.Jds. 
PREFACE. 

In the present edition the author has made some very im­
portant additions, chiefly in the modern part, which the alteration 
m the census of different countries, especially of Great Britain, 
ma<le reqllisite. He has endeavoured to condense a great quan­
J;ity of matter, derived from scattered but interesting documents, 
into as small a compass as might I.Je consistent with perspicuity, 
without altering the nature of an etemeutury treati e; it being 
his object to give the most comprehensive general information in 
his power, and to leave minuter details to more extensive works. 

By the same Author, 
AN ATLAS of MODERN GEOGRAPHY: 1 

consisting· of Twenty-three Coloured Maps, from a new set of 
Plates; corrected, with a complete Inclex. Svo . 12s. half-bound. 

AN ATLAS of ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY: 
consistiug of T\cventy-two Coloured Maps; with a complete 
Accentuated Index. Svo. 12s. half-bound. 

A GE;s<ERAL .ATLAS of ANCIENT and 
l\IODERN GEOGRAPHY; consisting of Forty-five Coloured 
!\laps, and two In<lexes. 4to . 2-!s. half-bound. 

**"" The L1.titude and Longitucle are given in the Indexes to 
these Atlases. · 

OUTLINE GEOGRAPH I CAL COPY BOOKS 
(Ancient and Modern); with the Lines of Latitllde and Lon­

gitude only. Intended as Practical Exercises for the Pupi l to 
fill up, and designed to accompany the above. 4to . each •ls.; or 
7s. 6ll. together. 

A_N ABRIDGMENT of BP. BUTLER'S 
.L l\IODER~ and ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY; arranged in the 
form of Question and An wer, for the Use of Beginner . By 
MARY CuN, INGHAM. 2d Edition, fcp . Svo. 2s, cloth lettered. 

ELE:\IEXTS of l\IYTHOL0GY; or, an Ec1sy :rnd 
Concise Histo ry of the Pag-an Deities; in tended to ·enable 

the young rea<ler to understanrl the Ancient Writers of Greece 
and H.ome. By R. VALPY, D.D. 7tll Edition, 18mo. 2s. I.Jouud. 

POETICAL CHRONOLOGY of ANCIENT and 
ENGLISH HISTORY; with Historical and Explanatory 

Notes. By the kite l{. VALPY, D.D. New Edit . 12mo. 2s . 6Ll . cl. 

I 
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GRAMMAR of GENER AL GE OG RAP HY; 
being an I ntroduction and Companion to the larger Work 

of the same Author. By the Rev . J. GOLDSMITH . New Edit . 
improved and corrected, illustrated with Views of the principal 
Capitals of the World, a variety of l\Iaps, &c. 18mo. 3s. 6d. bet.­
KEY, 9d. 

By the same Author, 
GEOGRAPHY ou a POPULAR P LAN. New 

Edition, including Extract from recent Voyages and Travels, 
with Ene;ravings, representing the Dresses, Customs, &c. of all 
Nations ; Views of Cities; Maps, &c. l 2mo. 14s. bd. 

INTRODUCTIO to GOLDSMITH'S GEO -
GRAPHY. By J . DowLING . JSmo. 9d. 

By the same Author, 
FIVE HUNDRED QUESTIO ,,Son the MAPS 

in Goldsmith's Grammar of Geography. 18mo. 9d.-KEY, 9d. 

GEOGRAPHY fo r YOUTH. By th e Rev . J. 
HARTLEY. 7th Edit . 12mo. 4s. 6d. bound. 

By the same Author, 
OUTLINES of GEOGRAPHY. T he F irst 

Course for Children . 9th Eclit . lSmo. 9cl. 

THE ARITHMETTCI,1.N'S GUIDE; or, a 
Complete . Exercise Book, for Public Schools and Private 

Teachers . By W. TAYLOR. 12mo. 2s. 6d. bound. 
A KEY to the same. By \V-. H . ·wHITE, of the 

Commercial and Mathematical School, Bedford, 12mo. 4s. bd. 

AN INTRODUCTION to PRACTICAL ARITH-
1\lETIC, in Two Parts; with various Notes and occasional 

Directions, for the Use of Learners. By T. i\IoLIKEUx, many 
years Teacher of Accounts and the Mathematics in Macclesfield. 
ln 12mo. Part I. 15th Edit . 2s . 6d. bd.; Part II. 5th Edit. 2 . 6d. 
i.Jd .-KEYS to both Parts, price 6d. each, sewed. 

T EMPRIERE'S CLASSICAL DICTIONARY, 
L abridged from Ant h on's and Barker's. By E. H. BARKER, 
of Trinity Coll~ge, Cambridge. 2d Edition, for public and pri­
vate schools ot lloth sexes, post Svo. ss. 6d. bound. 

This is the only edition for public and prirnte schools of both 
sexes, containing every article divested of all indelicacy. 

~---------------~ 
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AN ABRIDG:i\IENT of U JI VERSAL HIS-
TORY, adapted to the Use of Famil ies and Schools; with 

appropriate Questions at the encl of each Section. Hy the Rev. 
H . J . KNAPP, l\I.A. New Edition, with considerable Auditions, 
12mo. 5s. bound. 

poETRY fo r CHILDREN ; consistin g- of Selec­
tions of easy and interesting Pieces from the best Poets, 

interspersed with Original Pieces. By :Miss AIKIN. New Edit. 
18mo. 2s . half-bound. 

A TREATISE on PRACTICAL ARITHMETI C. 
By A. NESBIT. 3d Edition, 12mo. 5s. bound. 

A KEY to the same, 12mo. 5s. bound. 

DR. NOEHDEN'S GERMAN GRAMMAR. 
8th Edition, corrected and revised, by the Rev. C. H.F. 

BIAL],OBLOTZKY, Ph. D., German Master to the City of London 
School, &c. 12mo. 8s. bds. 

DR· NOEHDEN'S EXERCISES fo r WRIT ~· 
ING GERMAN according to the Rules of Grammar. 6th 

Edition, 12mo. Ss. bds.-KEY, by J. It. SCHULTZ, 4th Edition, 
corrected, 12mo. 3s. 6d. bds. 

RABENHORST'S POCKET DICTIONARY of 
the GERMAN and ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 5th Edition, 

materially improved, by D. BOILEAU, pocket size, 12s. bd. 

THE LING DIST ; a Complete Co urse of I ns tru c-
tions in the GERMAN LANGUAGE; in which attention 

is particularly d.irected to peculiari ties in Grammatical For ms and 
Construction. Exemplified by selections from the best Authors . 
By D. BorLEAU, Author of "The Natme and Genius of the 
German Language;" "Key to the German Language and Con­
versation," &c. &c. New Edition, carefully revised and cor­
rected, 1 vol. f2mo. 7s. cloth. 

A NE,v UNIVERSAL FRENCH GRAMMAR ; 
being an accurate System of French Accidence and Syntax. 

By N. HAMEL. New Edition, greatly improved, 12mo. 4s. 
bound. 

By the same Author, 
GRAMMATICAL EXERCISES . New Edition, 

12mo. 4s .-KEY, 12mo. 3s.-QUESTIONS, with Key, 9d. sewed. 

~--------- --------- - ----- -' 
I 



o-------------------
8 Worksfor Ladies' fy Junior Boys' Schools. 

THE WORLD in- 1\IINIATURE; containing a 
faithful Account of the Situation, Extent, Productions, Government, Population, Manners, Curiosities, &c. of tue dif­ferent Countries of the World. For Translation into French. By N. HAMEL. New Edition, corrected, 12mo. 4s . 6d. bound. 

AN EXPLANATORY PRONOU~~CHiG DIC-
TIO ARY of the FRENCH LANGUAGE, in French and English; wherein the exact Sound of erery Syllable is distinctly marked, according to the Method adopted by ;\lr. Walker, in his Pronouucing Dictionary. To which are prefixed the Principles of tlie French Pronunciation; Prefatory Directions for using the Spelling· Representative of every Sound; and the Conjugation of the Ve1bs, Regular, Irregular, and Defective, with their true Pronunciation. By L'Abb-. TARDY, late l\Iaster of Arts in the University of Paris. New Edition, carefully revised, 1 vol. 12mo. 6s . bound. 

NUGE T'S POCKET DICTIONARY of the 
FRENCH and ENGLISH LA TGUAGES; containino- the follovving additions and improvements: - I. 1ew Words in .g·eneral use in eacli Language. 2. Examples and Phrases, to facilitate the reading of Modern Writers. 3. Directions as to the Choice to be made of the French Word best adapted to ex­press the idea of the writer or speaker. 4. Prepositions annexed to the French Verbs and Adjectives, shewing what case they govern . 23d Edition, carefully revised and arranged, by J. C. TARVER, French Master to Eton College, pocket size, 5s. 6d. bound. 

QUTLINES of HISTORY, from the Earliest 
Period to the Abdication of Napoleon. By TH0;1rAs 

KEIOHTLEY, Esq. New Edition, correctetl and considerably improved, 1 vol. fcp . svo. 6s. cloth lettered. 
By tl1e same Author, 

THE HISTORY of ENGLAND. 2 vols. 
12mo. Hs. cloth. 

*** For the convenience of Schools, the volumes will always be sold separately. 
THE HISTORY of GREECE. 3cJ Edition, 

1 vol. 12mo. 6s. 6d. cloth. 
THE HISTORY of ROUE . . 3cl Eclition, 

1 vol. 12mo. 6s . 6d. cloth. 
THE HISTORY of the ROl\IAN Ei\IPIRE, 

.from Augustus to the end of the Empire in the West. 1 vol. 12rno. 6s. 6cl. cloth lettered. 
0 --------- ----- - - -----~ 
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ATRE~TISE on the ART(+, 1'IANUFACTURES, 
l\IA~NERS, ancl INSTITUTIONS of the GREEKS and 

RO11.ANS. By the Rev. T. D FosB1tOKE, &c. &c. 2 vols . fcp. 
Svo. with Vig·nette Titles, 12s. cloth lettered. 

AN INTRODUCTION to EXGLISH PARSI:'G, 
adapted to Murray's Grammar and Exercises. By A. 

NESBIT. New Edition, 18mo. 2s . 6LI. bound. 

THE SCHOLAR'S SPELLI}JG ASSISTANT, 
wherein the Wordsarearrang·e1I according to their principles 

of Accentuation. By T. CARPE'.'ITER. Kew Edition, improved, 
12rno. ls. 6d. bound. 

NOTICE.-1'he only Genztine and Complete Edition of CAR PE:-'­
TKR's SPELLING is published by Jllessi ·s. Longmttn ~ Go. rtnd l1Jess1·s. 
Whittaker g· Co . Any verson selli11g any other edition th(ln the 
above is liable to action at tuw; and on discovery wilt be immediately 
proceeded against by Messrs. Longman g- Co. 

THE CLASS-BOOK ; or, 36.::, Read in g- Lesson$ 
for Schools of either Sex; every Lesson· havin~ a clearly 

defined object, and teaching some principle of Science or Morality, 
or some important Truth. By the Rev . D. BLAill. New Euition, 
12mo. 5s. bound. 

By the same Author, 

READING EXERCISES for SCHOOLS ; 
being a Sequel to M:avor's Spelling, and an Introduction to the 
Cl.ass-Boole New Edition, corrected, 12mo. 2s . l>ound. 

THE ENGLISH SPELLING-BOOK, 
accompanied by a progressive Series of easy and familiar Les­

sons: intended as an Introduction to the Reading and Spelli ng of 
the English Language. By Dr. MAYOR. H5th Edition, with 
various revisions ancl impr,ivements of Dr. Mavor, legally con, 
veyed to them uy bis assi~p1ment, with Frontispiece by Stothard, 
and 4-!- beautiful Wood £11.i;ravings, designed express ly fo r the 
work by Harvey. Tlte whole printed in an entirely new type. 
12mo. Is. 6d. bound. 

*,/' Messrs . LONGMAN & Co . beg to acquaint Booksellers and 
Conductors of Schnols, that the al.love is the ONLY gen uine edition 
of !\favor's Spelling. 

By the same Author, 
CLASSICAL ENGLISH POETRY, containin g· 

0 

from Three to Four Hundred of the best Short Pieces in the / 
Language. With a Preface, i ndicatii:g the seve1;a1. ~pecies of 
Poetry, and the best modes of Recitation. New Ed1t1011, 12mo. 
5s. 6d. llotrnd. ¥?X/ 

~-------~----------%!,I! 
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A HISTORY of GREECE. By the Rev. CoNNOP 
THIRLWALL. 8 YOlS. fcp. 8vo. £2. 8s. 

*** The first seven volumes are published, price 42s.; the rema ining volume will be published with as little delay as possible. 

THE HISTORY of ROl\IE. 2 vols. fop. Svo, 
with Yignette Titles, 12s. cloth lettered. 

THE CHRONOLOGY of HISTORY; containing 
Tables, Calculations, and Statements, indispensab~e for ascertai1iing the Dates of Historical Events, and of Public_ and Private Documents, from the earliest periods to the present time. By Sir HARRIS NICOLAS, K.C.l\I.G. 2d Edition, corrected throughout, 1 vol. fcp. 8vo. Vignette Title, 6s. cloth lettered. 

A HISTORY of the FALL of the ROMAN 
EMPIRE ; comprising· a View of the Invasion and Settle. rnent of the Barbarians. By J.C. L. DE SISMONDI. 2vols. fcp. 8vo. with Vignette Title, 12s. cloth lettered. 

ENCYCLOPlEDIA of GEOGRAPHY; com­
prising a Complete Description of the Earth, exhibiting its Relation to tlle Heavenly Bodies, its Physical Structure, the at11ral History of each Country, and the Industry, Commerce, Political Institutions, and Civil and Social State of all ations. By HUGH MURRAY, F.R.S.E.: a sisted in ASTRONOMY, &c. by Professor Wallace; GEOLOGY, &c. by Professor Jame on; BOTANY, &c. by Sir W. J. Hooker; Zoo LOGY, &c. by W. Swain­son, Esq. 

NEW EDITION, CORRECTED TO 1840. 
With 82 Maps, drawn by Sidney Hall, and upwards of 1000 other Engravin<rs on Wood, from Drawings by Swain on, T. Landseer, Sowerby, Strutt, &c., representing the most remarkable objects of Nature and Art in every llegion of the Globe. Containing upwards of 1500 pages, 60s. boards. 
"It is without a 1;val."-AsIATlC JOURNAL. 
"One of tl1e mo t learned, accurate, and entertaining works on geography."-GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE. 

ILLUSTRATIONS of PRACTICAL MECHA-
NICS. By the Rev. H. MosELEY, M.A., Professor of Na­tural Philosophy and Astronomy in King's College, London; being the l•irst Volume of Illustrations of Science by the Pro­fessors of King's College. 1 vol. fcp. 8vo. with numerous Wood­cuts, 8s. cloth lettered. 

~---------------------
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QN FEMALE IMPROVEMENT. By Mr 
JottN SANDFORD. 2d Edit. 1 vol. fcp. Svo. 7s. 6d. cloth 

lettered. 
" l\Irs . Sandford's previous work entitles her name to respect, 

and her present performance strengtllens her claim to it. It is 
an offering which her sex should receive with gratitude." 

COURT JOURNAL. 
"Mrs. Sandford's observations appear to be the result of 

experience and mature reflection, and are di tingui hed by 
amial.Jility and good sense, pervaded with a strong religious 
feeling. "-SPECTATOR. 

By the same Authoress, 

"WOMAN in her SOCIAL and DOMESTIC 
CHARACTER. 5th Eclition, fcp. Svo. 6s. cloth lettered. 

CoKTENTs.-Causes of Female Influence-Value of Letters to 
Woman-Importance of Religion to Woman-Christianity the 
Source of Female Excellence-Scripture Illustrative of Female 
Character - Female Influence on Religion- Female Defects -
Female Romance-Female Education-Female Duties. 

"We could wish to see these useful volumes in the hands of 
every young· lady on her leaving school : they would aid greatly 
in the formation of character, m correcting- cwTent mistakes of 
life, in invigorating the i11tellect, in refirnng and elevating the 
taste, and above all, in imparting a high tone of moral and reli­
gious sentiment to the rrund."-EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE. 

" It is the smallest recompense we can make for the pleasure 
we have experienced from these inestimable volumes, to say that 
we do not know any works in the whole range of female literature 
that we could more honestly and cordially recommend as a 
Christmas present for a young lady."-ScoTTISH GUARDIAN. 

pROGRESSIVE EDUCATION. Translated 
.. from the French of Madame NECKER DE SAussun.E, by 
Miss I-loLLAND . 2 vols. fcp. Svo. 12s. cloth lettered. 

" The authoress comes boldly forward as an educational 
reformer to advocate the claims of early and prog-ressive eLluca­
tion on Christian principles; and she expounds ner views with 
an acuteness and a cogency of argument, and inculcates them 
with an earnestness and vigour, and withal a g-raceful ease and 
familiarity of style, which carry the convictions and sympathies 
of her readers irresistibly along witb her, and cannot fail to pro­
duce a powerful impression upon the public mind. It is a 
remarkable TI"Ork, both as regards its intellectual and moral 
qualities, and is calculated to serve important purposes in the 
cau. e of education . To teachers and parents, and above all, to 
mothers, we can cordially recommend it, as affording an im. 
pressive estimate of the solemn responsibility they incur in tb.e 
education of the young, and containing· many excellei1t rules for 
their guidance in the discharge of their important duties." 

ii">< SCOTTISH GUARDIAN. 
>\;< " 
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THE PRINCIPLES of CHRISTIAN PHILO-SOPHY; containing· the Doctrines, Duties, Admonitions, and Consolations of the Christian R.elig·ion. By JoH:-. BURNS, l\I.D. F.R.S. Regius Professor of Surgery in the University of Glasgow. 5th Edition, 12mo. 7s. boards. 
Coi\TENT .-~Ian is created for a Future State of Happiness­Of the means by which a Futme State of Happiness is procured­Of what is 1~equired of i\Ian that he may obtain a Future Stat~ of Happiness-Of the Nature of the Fntfare State-Of the Preparat10n for the Future State-Of Per onal Duties-Of Relative Duties­Of the Duties Men owe to God -Of the Admonitions and Conso­lations afforded by the Christian Religion. 

SELECT "\YORKS of the BRITTS H POETS, from Ben Jonson to Beattie; with Biogr:ipbical aud Critical Pre­faces . By Dr. AIKIN. 1 vol. svo. 18s. cloth; or neatly done up with gilt edg-es, 20s . 
" A compilation which places before us the best portions of our best poets in a very accessible fonn, and in the selection of which we have tbe benefit of the sound ta te and critical abilities of a gentleman so long and so usefL11ly known to the world of letter as Dr. Aikin. The plan of the pi·esent rnlume is both compre­hen ive andjudicious."-1\IoNTHLY REVIEW. 

SELECT ·woRKS of the BRITISH POETS, from Chaucer to Withers. With Biog-raphical Sketches. By ROBERT SOUTHEY, LL.D. l vol. Svo. uniform with Ai.kin's Poets, 30s. cloth; or with gilt edges, £ 1. lls. 6d. 

FAMILY SHAKSPEARE : in " ·hi ch nothin g- is . added to the Original Text, but those Words and Expres-swns are omitted which cannot with propriety be read aloud in a Familr. By T. 13owoLER, E q. F.R.S. Kew Eclition, 1 large vol. Bvo. with 36 Illustrations after Smirke, Howard, &c. 30s. clot)1; with g-ilt edges, 31s. 6d. ; or in large type, without lllus­trat1ons, 8 vols . Svo. £.Jc . Hs. 6d . boards. 

SIR EDWARD SEA\VARD'S :N"ARRATIVE of his SHIPWRECK, and consequent Discovery of certain Islands in the Caribl>ean Sea: with a detail of many extraor­dinary Events in his Life, from 1733 to 17-½9, a written in his 0\\'n Diary. E<lited by .LVIiss JANE PORTER. 2d Edition, 3 rnls. small Bvo. 21s. cloth. 
"The most curious and instructive work tliat has appeared since the first tlawn of discovery, and in the bi.story of uavi­gation.''-SPECTATOR. 
"Since the days of De Foe, there l1as not appeared so cle,·er a fiction of its class ."-UNI'l'ED SERVICE Jot;Ri\AL. 

1,u.1----------------G 
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NEW EDITIO:\TS OF MRS. MARCET'S C0NVERSATIOKS. 

NATURAL PHILOSOPHY; in which the Ele-
ments of that Science are familiarly explained, anrl adapted 

to the comprehension of young pupils. !Jth Edit. enlarged and 
corrected, 23 Plates, fcp. 8vo. !Os. 6d. cloth lettered. 

POLITICAL ECONOMY; in which tht, Elements 
of that Science are familiarly explained . 7th Edit. reYised 

and enlarged, l vol. fcp. 8vo . 7s. 6d. cloth lettered. 

VEGETABLE PHYSIOLOGY; comprehendiug-
the Elements of Botany, with their application to Agricul ­

ture. 3d Edit. 1 vol. fcp . 8vo . 9s . cloth lettered. 

LAND and WATER. 2d Edition, revised and 
corrected, 1 vol . fcp . 8vo. 5s. 6d. cloth lettered. 

CHEMISTRY; in which the Elements of that 
Science are familiarly explained, and illustrated by Experi­

ments . 13th Edit. enlarged and corrected, 2 vols. 12mo. 18 
Plates, 14s. 

'fHE PRINCIPLES of DESCRIPTIVE and 
PHYSIOLOGICAL BOTANY. By J. s. HENSLOW, l\I.A. 

F.L.S. &c. &c. 1 vol. fcp. 8vo. with Vignette Title and nearly 
70 Woodcuts, 6s. cloth lettered. 

LETTERS from an ABSENT GODFATHER ; 
or, a Compendium of Religious Instruction for Young Per­

sons. By the Rev. J. E . RIDDLE, M.A. Fcp. 8vo. 6s. cloth 
lettered. 

" An admirable manual of Christian duties." 
ST. JAMES'S CHRONICLE. 

"Orthodox, evangelical, devout, and likely to be of great ser­
vice to those for whose use it is designed."-WATCHMAN. 

"A very pleasing- manual of religious instruction for the young, 
in which their duties are feeling·ly enforced."-LI'r . GAZ. 

"T11e style is simple, the sentiments pure, and the design and 
execution of the work worthy of a devout minister of the gospel 
of Christ."-SuN. 

THE SUNDAY LIBRARY: a Selection of Ser­
mons from eminent Divines of the Cbmch of Ene;land, chiefly 

within the last Half Century. With Notes, &c. by the Rev. T . F. 
Drnnrn, D.D. Complete in 6 vols. small Svo. with 6 Portraits of 
distinguished Prelates, 30s. cloth. 

'' A little library for a churchman, and a treasure for the pious 
among- the laity."-LITERAUY GAZETTE. 

0 
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co JVERSATIONS on BOTANY. 8th Ed ition, 
enlarged, 12mo. with 22 Engravings, 7s. 6d. plain ; 12s .. 

coloured. - -

SCH 00 L BOTA ry; or, an Introduction to 
Botany, for the Preparation of Students for the l\Iatricu­

lation Examination in the University of London. By JOHN 
LINDLEY, Pb . D. F.R.S. L.S. &c., Professor of Botany in the 
London University Colleg·e, and in the Royal Institution. 1 vol. 
fcp. Svo. with up'1·ards of 160 "-oodcuts, 6s . cloth lettered. 

By the same At1thor, 
INTRODUCTION to BOTANY. 2d Ed ition, 

w!th Corrections and con iderable Additions, 1 large vol. Svo. 
with numerous Plates and ·woodcuts, 18s. cloth. 

"We have no hesitation in pronouncing the' Introduction to 
Botany,' by Dr. Lindley, to be the most valuable and perfect in 
any language we are acquainted with."-1\fEoICAL GAZ t,TTE. 

"The most valuable work of the kind in our languag_e." 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN l\IEDICAL h,EYIEW. 

"A work of classical excellence; most accurate, instructive, 
~.nd p)easing. It is essential for every botanist to have a copy of 
1t beside him."-MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL REVIEW . 

A NATURAL SYSTEM of BOTANY; or, a 
Systematic View of the Organization, Natural Affinitie , and 
Geographical Distribution of the whole Vegetable King·clom: 
together with the Uses of the most important Species in l\ledicine, 
the Arts, &c. 2d Edition, with numerous Additions and Cor­
rections, and a complete List of Genera, with their Synonyms, 
1 vol. Svo. lSs. cloth. 

QRIENTAL CUSTOMS : applied to the Illus­
tration of the Sacred Scriptures. By SAMUEL BuRDER, 

A.M. &c. New Edit. with adtlitions, 12mo. Ss. 6d. cloth lettered. 
"The_rnanners of tbe East, amidst all the changes of o-overn­

ment and relig·ion, are still the same: they are living impressions 
from an orig·inal mould: and at every step some object, some 
idiom, some dress, or some custom of common life, reminds the 
traveller of ancient times; : and confirms, above all, the beauty, the 
accuracy, and the propriety of the lang·uage and the history of 
the Bible."-MORIER'S SECOND JOURNEY THROUGH PERSIA. 

CoNTENTs.-Chap. 1. Houses and Tents.-2. l\Iarriag-e.-3. Chil­
dren.-4. Servants.-5. Food aml Drink.-6. Dress and Clothing. 
-7. Presents and Visiting.-8. Amusements.-9. Book and Let­
ters .-10. Hospitality.-11. Travelling.-12. Respect and Honom. 
-13. Ag-riculture.-14. Cattle and Beasts.-15. Bird , In ects, 
and Repti les.- 16. Fruit and Wine.-17. King·s and Government. 
-18. War.-19. Punishment .-20. Religion.-21. Time and Sea­
sons.-22. Meclicine.-23. Funci:als .-2-l. Miscellaneous . 
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THE SACRED HISTORY of the ,voRLD; 
p11ilosophically considered in a Series of Letters to a , on. 

By SHARON TURNER, Esq. F.S.A. and. R.A.S.L. 3 vols. Svo. 
£ 2. 2s. boards. __ 

NEW EDITIONS OF MAUN DER'S TREASURIES. 

1. 
THE BIOGRAPHICAL TREASURY; consisting· 

of l\I emoirs, Sketches, or Brief otices of tlrn Lives of about 
12,000 Eminent Persons, of all Ages and Nations, from the 
Earliest Period of History to the Present Time: forming a New 
and Complete Dictionary of Universal Biography. The whole 
surrounded with Precepts and Maxims, onginal and selected. 
2d Edition, with Addenda, 1 vol. fcp. Svo. Ss. 6d. cloth; 10s. 6ll. 
roan, gilt edges. 

"The author possesses in an eminent degree the qualifications 
for producing excellent wo11ks of this kind. Labour, industry, 
and carefulness, are their only g·enuine sources ; and when to 
these are superadded an impartial mind, soundjudpnent, and 
food abilities, we find the results to be such publications as the 

Treasury of Knowledge,' and this 'Biographicctl Treasury.' " 
LITERARY GAZETTE. 

2. 
THE TREASURY of KNOvVLEDGE, ancl 

LIBRARY of REFERENCE ; in Two Parts. Part I. being 
a New and Enlarged DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, 
containi11g many Significant and Useful Words in Science and 
Art, selected from Modern Authors of repute, and which are not 
to b e found in any other lexicog-raphical worlc; preceded by a 
Compendious Eng-li sh Grammar, with Verbal Distinctions, classed 
and illustrated; Proverbs, Terms, and Phrases, from the 11rench, 
Italian, and Spanish, translaterl, &c. Part II. comprising a 
NEW UN 1 VERSAL GAZ E'I"l'EER, derived from the Latest Authori­
ties, with Popnlation and other Tables; a Compendious 
Classical Dictionary; Scripture Proper Names, accented; a 
Chronological Analysis of General History; a Dictionary of Law 
Terms, &c. &c. &c. The whole surrounded by Moral Maxims and 
Proverl.Jial Aphorisms, the Experience of the Past, and a Guide 
for the Future. 10th Edition, 1 vol. fcp. 8s. 6d. cloth; !Os. 61.l. 
roan, gilt edges. 

3. 

THE SCIENTIFIC and LITERARY TREA-
SURY: a 1 ew and Popular Dictionary of the Belles-Lettres; 

embracing every subjectofinterest alluded to by Ancient Authors; 
together with tile Discoveries and Inventions of l\lodern Times. 
The wl1ole treated in a Familiar Style ; and every Pag·e of the 
work surrounded by Facts, Maxims, or Remarks illustrative of 
the Fact. 1 YOI. fcp. s,10.-Nearty ready. 
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HISTORY of E:N"G LA~D from the EARLIEST 
PERIOD to the DEATH of ELIZABETH. Dy SH,\ RON 

Tc;RNER, E q. F.A.S. R.A S.L. &c. 12 ,ols. svo. £8. 3s. cloth lettered. 
The al.Jo,·e may also be had in the following separate portions:­

HISTORY OF THE ANGLO-S,,xONS; compri ing the History of 
England from the Earliest Period to the Korman Conquest. 
5th Edit. 3 vols. Svo. £2. 5s. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND DURING THE MIDDLE AGES; com­prising the Reig·ns from William the Conqueror to the accession 
of Henrr YIII.; and also the History of the Literatnre, Poetry, 
Helig-ion, the Progress of the Reformation and of the Lang1rnge 
during that Period. 3d Edit. 5 mis . svo. £3. boards . 

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF HENRY VIII.; comprising the Political History of the commencement of the English Reforma­
tion: being the First Part of the Modern History of England. 
3d Edition, 2 vols. Svo. 26s. boards . · 

HISTORY OF THE REIGNS OF EDWARD YJ. MARY, AND 
ELIZABETH: being the Seconrl Part of the Modern History of 
England. 2d Edit. 2 ,ols. Sm. 32s. 

DOMESTIC DUTIES; or, Instructions to Young 
l\larried Ladies on the Management of their Households, 

&c. &c. By l\Irs. WrLLIAJ\1 PARKES. 4th Edition, J2mo. 
10s. Gd. cloth lettered. 

"The voltime before us is one of those practical works which are ofreal value and utility. It is a perfect VADE-:.\1ECU;\f for the 
young· married lady, who may resort to it on all quest.ions of 
honseholcl economy and etiquette. There is nothing omitted 
with which it behoves a young lady to be acqnainted."-NEW 
l\foxTHLY l\L\G . 

THE BRITISH FLORA ; compris ing· the F lower-
ing Plants and the Ferns . By Sir °WILLIA:11 JACKSON 

Hoo1urn., !CH. LL.D. Hegius Professor of Botany in the Univer­
sity of Glasgow, &c. 81·0. 4th Edit. with Plates, containing 
82 Fi'gures, illustrative of the Grasses and Umbelliferous Plants, 
12s. ; or coloured, 16s. 

*** Tn this edition all the newly-di covered Species are intro­duced. The Linnrean arrangement is followed in the body of the 
worlc; but in the Appendix are o-iven the Character of all tl1e 
'atural Orders, with a List of the Genera, referring to the pages 

where they are described. 

0 -
Wilson & Ogilvy, 57, Skinner Street, Snowhill, London. 
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