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REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

It has been an exciting year for the 
Scarborough Public Library 

Board, filled with changes from the past 
and planning for the future. We are 
operating a fai rly new library system in 
Scarborough, one that is still growing 
and expanding as it struggles to service 
areas of the City recently built up, or 
older areas increasing in density. Never­
theless, the Scarborough system operates 
with one of the highest book circulations 
fo r the least tax dollar per capita of any 
of the large public library systems in 
Ontario. So, every year as the Board 
plans fo r new branches, and budgets fo r 
existing ones, we are conscious of the 
great importance of library service to our 
patrons. 

Whether you are searching for 
information, for educational material, or 
simply browsing for light reading, we 
hope to serve you. We have programmes 
fo r child ren and adults, films and videos, 
on-line reference services, multilingual 
materia ls in many languages, la rge-print 
and talking-books for the disabled, and 
outreach services fo r the housebound. If 
you cannot find what you need in your 
small neighbourhood branch , ASK FOR 
HELP! 

One of the most significant events to 
occur over the past year was the opening 
of the Taylor Memorial Branch Library 
in June. The Taylor Advisory Commit­
tee made up, in part , of local citizens, 
was a very vita l pa rt of this rebuilding, so 
that the ambiance of the building- a 
domestic style library-is their own. The 
fireplace, the painted glass window, the 
courtyard, a ll contribute to a library that 
meets the expressed needs of the 
community while remaining functional 
and efficient. 

Community Advisory Committees 
were a lso struck for the Port Union 
Neighbourhood Branch in order to 
invest igate hours of opening; for the 
upcoming Eglinton/ Kennedy Branch to 
advise the Boa rd on design and service; 
and for the new, long-awaited, Northern 
District Library. These communi ty 
Advisory Committees are not only a help 
to the Board, they enable the system to 

respond mo re effectively to the needs 
within the community even while they 
broaden our visible base of support. 
Since we have 204,000 patrons in 
Scarborough and circulate 4,140,5 17 
items, this is a broad base indeed. 

In order to serve this la rge population 
of patrons, last year the system's 
materia ls budget was increased. The 
Board is committed to putting as many 
books, magazines, films, as it can into 
the branches for the public. 

A good deal of the year in 1985 was 
spent in planning and organizing for the 
advent of a different Board as a result of 
the new Public Library Act enacted by 
the Province. The Board in 1986 will 
operate with four Council members, in 
addi tion to fi ve appointed citizen 
members, strengt hening its representa­
tion at Council, our major fund ing body. 

Finall y, much time was also spent th is 
year planning fo r the new District 
Library north of Highway #401. Because 
there is no la rge library facility in the 
north of Scarborough like Cedarbrae 
Library in the southeast and Albert 
Campbell in the southwest, there is a 
significant lack of choice of materials in 
the north, fewer reference works availa­
ble, half the study seats, indeed half the 
amount of space per capita as in the 
south. In the no11h thirteen dollars and 
ninety-three ($ 13. 93) cents is spent on 
libra ry services per capita as opposed to 
seventeen dollars and sixteen ($ 17.1 6) 
cents in the southwest and twenty dollars 
and twenty-eight ($20.28) cents in the 
southeast. Subject to budget approval 
from Council , we shall begin to build a 
library in the north in 1986 which, in 
addition to the new Steeles Neighbour­
hood Branch, will start, at last, to 
equalize library service across the City. 

The Sca rborough Public Library 
Board exists, plans and budgets to serve 
the public: if there are any ways in which 
we can more effectively serve our 
patrons, we would be glad to hear from 
you. 

Susan Hunt 
Chairman 

Scarborough Public Library Board 

REPORT FROM THE DIRECTOR 

The 204,000 residents of the City of 
.I. Scarborough possessing library 

cards made record use of the services 
provided by the Scarborough Public 
Library Board during 1985. The citizens 
made 2,8 57,980 visits to the sixteen 
branches, bookmobile and film section 
borrowing 4,140,517 items and requested 
answers to 851,432 questions. 

The major objectives of the Board, of 
providing resources and increasing the 
use of those resources, in the areas of 
self-development , information dissemi­
na tion, support of the cultural life of the 
people of Scarborough and emphasis on 
reading as a pleasurable experience, have 
been a ttained du ring 1985. The residents 
of Sca rborough have certainly tu rned to 
the public library system for material to 
complement their form al and info rmal 
learning experience, as well as fulfi lling 
their informational needs. The people 
who use the libraries for their general 
reading requirements have, quite liter­
ally, borrowed books by the millions. 
There has been a considerable effort to 
help the twenty percent of the popula­
tion whose mother tongue is other than 
English and French, to feel comfortable 
when using the facilities, by introducing 
programmes and materials that were 
helpful and attrac tive. The demand fo r 
library materials and events in many 
languages continues to increase in the 
City. Currently materia ls are avai lable in 
twenty-eight la nguages in addition to 
English and French. The most popu lar 
languages continue to be Chinese, 
Korean, Italian, German and G ujarati . 

The public libra ry's resources 
include: 842,399 hardcover books; 
192,772 paperback books; 3,095 lilms, 
fi lmst rips and videotapes; 87,947 
records and cassettes; 907 framed 
pictu res; 4,750 microforms; and 1,160 
toys. There are 1,027 d iffere nt periodi­
cal tit les purchased and the publ ic 
library has reports and pa mph lets fro m 
government , corporate and pdva te 

services numbering in the tens of 
thousands. 

The libraries of the City continued 
to provide programmes of specia l and 
current interest tailored to the needs o f 
the neighbou rhoods they serve. Mo re 
than twenty-two thousand adults 
a ttended over one tho usand pro­
grammes during 1985 including Com­
mu nity English Language 
programmes, Canadian Citizenship 
classes, Canadian Citize nship co urt s, 
legal a id programmes, book clubs, fi lm 
shows, multicultural events, lectu res 
and specia l groups for wo men and 
senio r citizens. Approx imately sixty-six 
th ousand children a ttended thirty-one 
hundred program mes which incl uded 
book clubs, class visi ts, lilm shows, 
story ho urs and puppet shows, and 
over fi ve hundred young adults 
a ttended thirty-two programmes 
arranged for their special interests. 

The total budget for 1985 amounted 
to $ 11 ,334,660 which represents a cost 
of twenty-five do lla rs a nd twent y-four 
($25.24) cents per res ident , the average 
cost o f a ha rdcover non-fictio n book. 
The major part of the budget, 87%, 
comes from the Scarborough City 
Council , 9% comes fro m the Provi ncia l 
Government and the rema ining 4% is 
realized by levied charges and 
recoverables. 

The responsibility fo r the manage­
ment of the Sca rborough Public 
Library system is in the hands of a 
nine-person Library Boa rd, a ll of 
whom are residents of the City. All 
a ppointments are made by the Council 
of the Ci ty of Sca rborough and include 
four members of the Council and 
recommendatio ns for appo in tment 
fro m the Scarboro ugh Boa rd of Educa­
tion and the Metropolitan Separa te 
School Board. 

Peter J . Bassnett 
Director and Secreta,y-Treasurer 

Scarborough Public Library Board 



COVER - Library patroos look 
over a selection of boOKs 
donated by the Japan Founda• 
tion's Library Support 
Programme. 
1 - Mrs. Kate Taylor unveils a 
painting of the ori{jnal library 
building at TaylOf Memorial 
Branch Library· s official 
opening. 
2 - Musicians entertain vis­
itors during Taylor Memorial 
Branch's opening day. 
3 - A young patron peruses 
one of the many books availa• 
hie in the Children's section. 

7 - Artist David Kibuuka 
displayed his impressive paint­
ings of African traditions at 
Albert Campbell District 
libra,y. 
8 - Singer Valerie Street 
entertains at Morningside 
Branch's annual Seniors' Christ­
mas Party. 
9 - Many distinguished 
authors have given readings at 
Scarborough Public library 
branches including writer and 
broadcaster Peter Gzowski who 
appeared at Malvern Commun­
ity Libra,y. 



BUDGET 
Expenditures 

Administrative Support and Board Services 
Public Services - Special Services 
Public Services - Southeastern District 
Public Services - Southwestern District 
Public Services - Northern District 

Revenue 

City Grant 
Provincial G rants 
Levied Charges 
Recoverables 
Surplus 

STATISTICS 

Items Borrowed 
Questions 
Programmes Held 
Items in Collecti on 

1985 

$3,061 ,900 
666,100 

2,605,860 
2,884,580 
2,116,220 

$11,334,660 

$9,792,160 
1,030,000 

180,000 
228,000 
104 500 

$11,334,660 

1985 
4,140,517 

851 ,432 
4,209 

1,133,030 

MEMBERSOFTHEBOARD 
1985 

Susan Hunt, 
Chairman 

Karen Moloney, 
Vice-Chairman 

Alderman Florence Cruickshank 
Marjorie Daw 

C. Richard Goldsmith 
Jean McLaren 

Thomas J . McTague 
Firoz Ravji 

Reginald Rawkins 

ADMINISTRATION 
Peter J. Bassnett 

Director and Secretary-Treasurer 
Ann Eddie 

Deputy Director 

Joseph H. Ballen 
Business Administrator 

Trevor W. Houghting 
Assistant Business Administrator 

Susan Atkinson 
Personnel Officer 



SCARBOROUGHPUBUCLIBRAR/ES 

ALBERT CAMPBELL DISTRICT BRANCH 
496 Birch mount Rd. (at Da,.fortl, Rd.) 

Film Services 
CEDARBRAE DISTRICT BRANCH 
545 Markham Rd. (S. of Lawr,nc, Ave. £.) 

AGINCOURT BRANCH 
Agincourt Mall, Sheppard Ave. E. (at K,-dy Rd.) 
BENDA LE BRANCH 
1515 Danforth Rd. (at McCowQn Rd) 
BRIDLEWOOD BRANCH 
Bridlewood Mall , Warden Ave. (at Fi11elr Ave.) 
CLIFFCREST BRANC H 
Cliff crest Plaza, Kingston Rd. (at McCowan Rd.) 
EGLINTON SQ UARE BRANCH 
Eglinton Square Mall, Eglinton Ave. E. 

(at Victoria Pk. Ave.) 
GUILDWOOD BRANCH 
Guildwood Plaza, Guildwood Pkwy. 

(at Livingston Rd) 
HIGHLAND C REEK BRANCH 
277 Old Kingston Rd. (at Moorish Rd.) 
MALVERN COMMUNITY BRANCH 
30 Sewells Rd. (at Neilson Rd.) 
MARYVALE BRANCH 
Parkway Plaza , Ellesmere Rd. 

(a1 Victoria Pk. Ave.) 
McGR EGOR PARK BRANCH 
2219 Lawrence Ave. E. (at Birchmount Rd.) 
MORNINGSIDE BRANCH 
Morningside Mall (at Kingston Rd.) 
PORT UNION BRANCH 
5450 Lawrence Ave. E. (at Charlottetown Blvd) 
TAYLOR MEMORIAL BRANCH 
1440 Kingston Rd . (at Warden Ave.) 
WOODSIDE SQUARE BRANCH 
Woodside Square Mall, Finch Ave. 

(at Mccowan Rd.) 

ADMINISTRATION CENTRE 
1076 Ellesmere Rd. (at Midland Ave.) 

Bookmobile Department 

PHOTO CREDITS: 

Wilmot J. Bladmall - 1,2.3,4,9 
Alan Doolop, The loronto Star - 5 Naomi Lany - 6 

Rick Eglinton, The Torooto Star - 7 - McKenzie - 8 
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