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CHAP. XVIL

On the true Arts of Popularity.

Crerro fays, < that it is the property of
- juftice not to injure men, and of politenefs
not to offend them.” True Chriftianity
not only unites, but perfects both thefe
qualities; and renders them, thus aflociated
and exalted, powerful inftruments, efpeci-
ally in princes, for the acquifition of popu-
larity.

The defire of praife and reputation is
commonly the firft motive of alion in
fecond rate, and a fecondary motive in firft
rate charatters. That, in the former cafe,
men who are not governed by a higher
principle, are often fo keenly alive to human
opinion, as to be reftrained by it from fuch

REV.OL, 1T, B ViCC‘S



2 ON THE TRUE ARTS

vices as would difturb the peace of fociety,
is an inftance of the ufeful provifion made,
by the great Governor of all-things, for
the good order of the world.

But in princes, none of whofe aions
are indifferent, who are ¢ ‘the obferved of
all obfervers,” reputation cannot be too
highly prized. A negligence refpeCting
public opinion, or a contempt for the judg-
ment of pofterity, would be inexcufable
in thofe, whofe condu& muft, in no in-
confiderable degree, give, in their own
time, the law to manners, and whofe ex-
ample will hereafter be adduced, by future
hiftorians, either to illuftrate virtue, or to
exemplify vice, and to ftimulate to good.
or evil, Monarchs yet unborn.

‘¢ A Prince,” however, as a late eloquent
Statefman* obferved in his own cafe,
¢¢ fhould love that fame which follows, not
¢¢ that which is purfued.” He fhould bear
m mind, that fhadows owe their being to

* The firlt Earl of Mansficld.
fub-
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“fubftances; that true fame derives its ex-
iftence fromfomething more folid than itfelf;
that reputation is not the precurfor, nor
the caufe, but the fruit and effect of merit.
But though, in fuperficial charaéters, the
hunger of popularity is the mainfpring of
altion: and though the vain-glorious too
often obtain, what they fo feduloufly feck,
the acclamations of the vulgar; yeta tem-
perate defire to be loved and efteemed is fo
far from being a proof of vanity, that it
even indicates the contrary propenfity: for
reafonably to with for the good opinion
of others, evinces that a man does not over-
value and fit down contented with his own.
It is an over eftimation of himfelf, an un-
due complacency in his own merit, which
is one of the caufes of his difdain of public
opinion. In profligate charafers, another
caufe is, that, anticipating the contempt
which they muft be aware they have de-
ferved, they are willing to be beforehand
with the world in proclaiming their difdain "
B2 of
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of that reputation, which they know that

their courfe of life has made unattainable.
Pagan phllofophy, indeed, overrated #he
honour which cometh from man. But even
the facred feripture, which, asit is the only
true fountain, fo it is alfo the only juft
ftandard, of all excellence, does not teach
us to delpife, but only not to fet an undue
value upon it. It teaches us to eftimate it
in its due order and juft meafure; and above
all', it exhorts us to fee that it be‘fought on
right grounds; to take care that it tempt
not to vanity, byexciting to trifling purfuits;
nor to vice, by ftimulating to fuch as are
bafe; nor to falle honour, by feeking it in
the paths of ambition. A Prince muft not
be inordinate in the defire, nor irregular in
the purfuit, nor immoderate in the enjoy-
ment, nor criminally {folicitous for the pre-
fervation, of fame; but he muft win it
fairiy, and wear it temperately. He fhould
not purfue it as the ultimate end of life,
but as an object ‘which, by making life
A honour-
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honourable, makes it ufeful. It muft not,
‘however, be omitted that the feriptures ex-
hort, that when reputation can only be
attained or preferved by the facrifice of
duty, it muft then ‘be renounced; that we
muft fubmit to the lofs even of this precious
jewel, rather than, by retaining it, wound
the conlcience, or offend God. Happily,
however, in a,cbuntry in which religion and
laws are eftablithed on fo firm a bafis, a
Prince is little likely to be called to fuch a
renunciation. - -
. But all thefe dangers being provided for,
and all abufes guarded againft, the word of
God does not feruple to pronounnce repu-
tation to be a valuable pofleflion. In a
competition with ' riches, the pre-eminence
is affigned to a good name; and wifdom, that
is, religion, in the bold language of Eaftern
imagery, is defcribed as bearing honour in
her left hand. Nor has the facred volume
been altogether filent, refpecting even' that
pofthumous renown which good princes
may expect in hiftory. That the memory of
B 3 : the
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the juft fhall be bleffed, was the promife of
one who was himfelf both an author and a
Monarch.  And that #he righteous [ball be
had in everlafting remembrance, was the de-
claration of another royal author*.

A defire of popularity is ftill more honeft
in Princes than in other men. And when
the end for which it is fought, and the
means by which it is purfued, are {trictly juft,
the defire is not only blamelefs, but highly
laudable. Nor is it ever cenfurable, except
where the affetion of the people is fought,
by plaufible means, for pernicious purpofes.
On the part of the people attachment is a
natural feeling, which nothing but per-
fevering mifcondué in their rulers can ever
wear out. A Prince thould learn not to
liften to - thofe flatterers, who would keep
him ignorant of the public opinion. The
difcontents of the people fhould not be
ftifled before they reach the royal ear; nor
thould their affeGtion be reprefented as a

* See an admirable fermon of Dr. Barrow, on the
reward of honouring God.
fund
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fund which can never be drained. It is a
rich and precious ftock, which fhould not
be too often drawn upon. Imprudence will
diminith, oppreflion will exhauft it. A
Prince thould never meafure his rights over
a people by the greatnefs of their attach-
ment; the warmth of their zeal being a
call for his kindnefs, not a fignal for his
exaltions. Improvident rigour would wear
out that affetion, which juftice would in-
creafe, and confideration confirm.

Britons, in general, poflefs that obfequium
erga reges, which Tacitus afcribes to the
Swedes. While they paflionately love
liberty, they alfo patiently bear thofe rea-
fonable burthens which are neceflary in
order to preferve it. But this charatter of
our countrymen feems not to have been
{fo well underftood, at leaft not fo fairly
reprefented, by one of their own fovereigns,
as bya foreigner and an enemy. The un-
fortunate James calls them ¢ a fickle, giddy,
and rebellious people.” If the charge

were true, he and his family rather made,
B 4 than
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-than found them fuch. Agricola had pro-
nounced them to be a people, * who chear-
fully complied with the levies of men, and
the impofition of tixes, and with all the
‘duties enjoined by government, provided
they met with jult and lawful treatment
from their - governors.”’—¢ Nor have the
Romans,” continues he, * any farther con-
quered them, than only to form them to
obedience.  They never will Submit 1o be
Slaves * . It is pleafant to behold the
freeft of nations, even now, acting up to
the charafter given them by the firft of
hiftorians, on fuch unqueftionable autho-
rity as that of their illuftrious invader, near
two thoufand years ago.

+, Even the fatal cataftrophe of Charles I.
was not a national a&; but the a& of 3
fanatical party. - The kingdom at large
beheld the deed with deep abhorrence, and
deplored it with unfeigned forrow.—The
fafcinating. manners of his fon and fucceflor
fo won the hearts of every one who ap-

4 # "Facitus’s Life of Agricola.
proached
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proached -him, thatit-required all ‘his vices
to alienate them. If that gracious outward
deportment was of fo much ufe to him, n
veiling; for a tini€, the nioft ¢orrupt de-
figns, how efientially muft it feive a Prince
who meditates -only {uch as are beneficial |

Villiam was not' fo happy as to find out
thissfe‘cret.‘ Satisfied WiAt}‘l, having faved
the country, heforgot that it was important
to pleafe it; and he in fome meafure loft,
by his forbidding thanners; and his neglect
of - ftudying  our ,-natijon;ﬂ;;_’charé&er_, the
hearts of a people who dwcj:d him their belk

bleflings.

Charles, the'a‘.vjc& tool of France,
Came back to fmile his fubje&swintd flaves, '
While Belgic William, with his warrior frown,
Coldly declar’d them free. :

The charming franknefs; dnd noble fim-
plicity - of 'manners, which . diftinguithed
Henry IV. of France, gained the affeftions
of his fubjets, more 'than “all the refine<
ments -ofiartifice could have ‘done. < He
had eftablithed fuch a reputation: for fince-

1ty,
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rity, that when, on a certain occafion, he
offered hoftages to his mortal enemies the
Spaniards, they refufed to accept them,
and would only take his word. He fre.
quently declared, he would lofe his crown
- rather than give, even to his worft foe, the
leaft fufpicion of his fidelity to his engage-
ments.  So happily infectious is this prin-
ciple in a king, that not only Sully, but
his other minifter, Jeannin, was diftin.
guithed by the fame ftrié regard to truth ;
and the popularity both of the king and
his minifters was proportionably great.
The only way, then, for a prince to fecure
the affection of the people, is to deferve it ;
by letting them fee that he is fteadily con-
fulting their interefts, and invariably main-
taining them. What but this fo long
preferved to Elizabeth that rooted regard
in the hearts of her fubje@s? Certainly no
phancy of manners, no gracious com.
plaifance.  She treated even her parliaments
in {o peremptory a manner, that they fome-
times only bore with it, from a thorough
conviétion,
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convi&ion, that the interelts of the country
were fecure in her hands, and its happi-
nels as dear to her as her own*. 'Thele
are the true foundations of popularity. He,
who moft confults the good of his people,
will be moft trufted by them ; he who beft
merits their affeGtion, will be moft {ure to
obtain it, in {pite of the arts of a cabal, or
the turbulence of a faion.

Pagan fable relates, that when the in-
ferior gods had once formed a confpiracy
to bind Jupiter, Minerva advifed him to
fend for Briareus, the monfter with the
hundred hands, to come to his affiftance ;
the poets, doubtlefs, intimating, by this
fition, that wifdom will always fuggelt to
a Prince, that his beft fecurity will ever be
found in the ready attachment and good-

* <« You haye lived,” fays Lord Thomas Howard
to his friend in James If’s reign, ¢ to {ee the trim of
old times, and what pafled in the queen’s days.
Thefe things are no more the fame ; your queen did
talk of her fubje&s’ Jove and good affedtions, and 1n
good truth fhe aimed well’; our king talketh of his
{ubje&s’ fear and fubjeion,”’ &c. &c.

will
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will of the people.  And ‘it was g good
practice which the famous Florentine fecre.
tary * records of the then king of France,
that he would never allow any perfon- to
fay, that he 2oy of the king’s party, which
would always imply, that there was another
party againft him ; whereas the king pru-
dently defired mot to have it thought that
there were any parties at all. And, indeed,
wile: fovereigns will ftudy carefully to re-
prefs all narrowing terms, and dividing
ideas. = Of fuch Hovereigns the people’ are
the party. e Y

Princes will have read hiftory with little
attention, if they do not learn from it, that
their own true greatnefs is {o clofely con-
nected with the happinefs of their {ubje&s,
as to be infeparable from it. There they
will fee that while great fchemes of con-
queft have always been productive of ex.
treme {uftering to the -human race; in
their “‘execution, they hdve' often led” 4o

* Machiavel.
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ultimate difhénour,and ruin to the monarchs
themfelves. . Herein a pious’ mind will
recognize the goodnels of the Almighfy,
which, notwithftanding the temptations and
impediments  that, in  this probationary
ftate, obftru& the progrefs, and render
difficult the pradtice of virtue in private
life, has yet held out to thofe, who are en-
dowed with kingly power, a ftrong in-
ducement to ufe it for the promotion of
their people’s happinefs, by rendering fuch
defigns as tend to the gratification of many
vicious appetites, which they are moft
tempted to indulge, far more difficult of
execution, than fuch as are prompted by
benevolent emotions, and have in view
the advancement of civil and focial hap-
pinefs.

Thus, projetts of conqueft and ambition
are circumfcribed, and obftrudted by a
thoufand inherent and unavoidable dif.
ficulties. They are often dependant for
their fuccels on the life of a fingle man,
whofe death, perhaps, when leaft expelted,

at
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at once difconcerts them.  Often they
depend on what is ftill more uncertain
than human life,—the caprice or humour
of an individual. When all is conceived to
be fourithing and fuccefsful, when the
profperous enterprizer fancies that he is
on the very point of gaining the proud
fummit, to which he has fo long afpired ;
ar at the very moment when it is attained,
and he is exulting in the hope of imme-
diate vi€tory,—at once he is dathed to the
ground, his triumphs are defeated, his lau-
rels are blafted, and he himfelf only re-

mains,

To point a moral, or adorn a tale,

a lafting monument of the folly of ambi.
tion, and of the uncertainty of all projeéts
of worldly grandeur.

But the Monarch, on the contrary,
whofe nobler and more virtuous ambition
prompts him to employ his fuperior power
in promoting the internal profperity and
comfort of his fubje@s, is not liable to fuch

defeats.
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defeats, His path is plain; his duty is
clear. By a vigilant, prompt, and impar-
tial adminiftration of juftice, to fecure to
the induftrious the enjoyment of their
honeft gains; by a judicious ufe of his
{upreme power, to remove difliculties,
and obftructions, out of the way of com-
mercial enterprize, and to facilitate its
progrefs ; to reward and fofter ingenuity ;
and to encourage and promote the various
arts by which civilized focieties are dif-
-tinguithed and embellithed ; above all, to
countenance and favour religion, morality,
good-order, and all the focial and domeftic
virtues. /A monarch, who makes thele
benevolent ends the objetts of his purfuit,
will not fo eafilybe difappointed. The reafon
is obvious ; nothing depends on a fingle in-
dividual. His plans are carrying on through
ten thoufand channels, and by ten thoufand
agents, who, while they are all labouring
for the promotion of their own peculiar
objett, are, at the fame time, unconfcioufly
performing their fun&ion in the great

machine
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machine of civil fociety. = Iivis not, if we
may change the metaphor, a fingle plant,
perhaps an exotic in a churlifh climate,
and an unwilling foil, which, raifed with
anxious ‘care, a fudden froft: may nip, or
a fudden blight may wither; but it is the
wide-[pread vegetation  of the 'meadow,
- which abundantly fprings up in° one un-
varied face of verdure, beauty, and fertility.
While the happy Monarch, whofe large and
hiberal mind has proje&'ed and promoted
this {cene of peaceful induftry, has the fa-
tisfaltion of witnefling the gradual diffufion
of comfort ; of comfort, which, enlarging
with the progrefs of his plans to their full
eftablifament, has been completed, not like
the fuccelstul plans of triumphant ambition,
in the oppreflion and mifery of {fubjugated
flaves, but in the freedom and happinefs of
a contented people,

To the above important objelts of
royal attention, fuch a Sovereign ‘as we
are contemplating, will naturally add a
difpofition for the promotion of charitable

and
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and religious inftitutions, as well as of thofe
whofe more immediate obje is political
utility ; proportioning, with a judicious
difcrimination, the meafure of fupport, and
countenance, to the refpettive degree of
excellence.  To thefe will be fuperadded
a beneficent patronage to men of genius,
learning, and fcience. Royal patronage
will not only be likely to conmribute to the
carrying of talents into beneficial channels,
but may be the means of preventing them
from being diverted into fuch as are dan-
gerous. And when it is received as an
univerfally eftablithed principle, that the
direction of the beft abilities to none but
the foundeft purpofes, is the way to enfure
the favour of the prince, it is an additional
fpur to genius to ' turn its efforts to the
promotion of virtue and of public utility.—
Such are the views, fuch the exertions,

fuch the felicities of a patriot king, of a
Chriftian politician !

NOL; 11 C CHAP.



18 FALSE PATRIOTISM.

. © CHAP. XVIII.

The Importance of Royal Example in promoting,
Loyalty.—Falfe Patriotifm.—Public Spirit.

A wiss prince will be virtuous, were it
only through policy. The meafure of his
power is the rule of his duty. He who
practifes virtue and piety himfelf, not only
holds out a broad fhelter to the piety and
virtue of others, but his example is a living
law, -efficacious to many of thofe who-
would treat written laws with contempt.
The good condu& of the prince will make
others virtuous ; and the virtuous are always
the peaceable. It is the voluptuous, the
prodigal, and the licentious, who are the
needy, the unfettled, and the difcontented,
who love change, and promote difturbance.
If fometimes the affluent, and the inde-
pendent, fwell the catalogue of public
difturbers, they will frequently be found

fo
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to be men of inferior abilitiés, ufed by the
defigning as neceffary implements to ac-
complith their work. The one fet furnith
mifchief, the other means. = Salluft has,
in four exquifitely chofen words, given, in
the chara&er of one innovator, that of
almoft the whole tribe,~ A/ieni appetens, fui
profufus.  While allegiance is the fruit of
fober integrity ; and fidelity grows on the
ftock of independent honefty.  As there is
little public honour, where there is little
private principle ; fo it is to be feared, there
will be little private principle, at leaft,
- among young perfons of rank, where the
throne holds out the example of a contrary
conduét.

It is true, that public virtue and public
fpirit are things, which all men, of all par-
ties, and- all characters, equally agree to
extol, equally defire to be thought to pof-
fefs. "The reputation of patriotifm is eagerly
coveted by the moft oppofite charaéters ;
and purfued by the moft contradiétory
means ; by thofe who feduloufly fupport

¢2 the
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the throne and conftitution, and by thofe
who labour no lefs feduloufly to fubvert
both. = Even the moft fa&ious, thofe whe
- are governed by the bafeft felfithnefs, afpire
to the dignity of a charater, againft which
their leading principle and their attual
practice conftantly militate.

 But patriots of this ftamp are chiefly
on the watch to exemplify their public
fpirit in their own reftlefs way ; they are
anxioufly looking out for fome probable
occurrence, which may draw them into
notice, and are more eager to fith for fame,
in the troubled waters of public commotion,
than difpofed to live in .the quiet exercife
of thofe habitual virtues, which, if general,
would preclude the poflibility of any com-
motion at all. Thefe innovating reformers
always affe&t to fuppele more virtue in
mankind, than they know they fhall find,
while their own practice commonly exhibits
a low ftandard of that imaginary perfe&ion
on which their fallacious reafonings are
orounded. There is fcarcely any difpofi.
- tion
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tion which leads to this fattious fpirit more
than a reftlefs vanity, becaufe it is a tem-
per which induces a man to be making 2
continual comparifon of himfelf with others.
His fenfe of his own fuperior merit and
inferior fortune, will fill his mind with
‘perpetual competition with the inferior
merit and fuperior fortune of thofe above
him. And he will ever prefer a ftorm in
which he may become confpicuous, to a
calm in which he is already fecure. Such
a foi-difant patriot does not feel for the
general interefts of his country, but only
for that portion of it which he himfelf
may have a chance of obtaining. Though
a loud declaimer for the privileges of uni-
verfal man, he really fees nothing in the
whole circle of human happinefs, except
that fegment which he is carving for him-
felf. He does not rejoice in thofe plentiful
dews of heaven, which are fertilizing the
general {oil, but in thofe which fatten his
own paftures. ¢ It is not,” fays the ad-
mirable South, ¢ from the common, but

'3 the
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the inelofure, from which he calculates his
advantages.” A g 4

But true public fpirit is not the new-
born offspring of fudden occafion, nor the
incidental: fruit of cafual emergency, nor
the golden apple thrown out to conten-
tious ambition. It is that genuine patriotifm,
which beft prevents difturbance, by dif-
couraging every vice  that leads to it. It
fprings from a combination of difinterefted-
nefs, integrity, and content. . It is the re-
fult of many long cherithed domeftic cha-
rities. 'Its ‘feminal principles exift in a
fober love of liberty, order, law, peace,
and juftice, the belt fafeguards of the
throne, ‘and the only happinefs c¢f the
people. Inftead of that felfifh  patriotifim
which, in ancient Rome, confifted in fub-
verting the comfort of the reft of the
world, the public fpirit of a Britith pa-
triot is not only confiftent with Chriftianity,
but (maugre the affertion of a wit already
quoted ™) in a good degree ditated by it.

* Soame Jenyns.

His



PUBLIC SPIRIT. 23

His religion, fo far from forbidding, even

“enjoins him to confider himfelf as fuch a
member of the body politic, fuch a joint
of the great machine, that, remembering
the defeé of a pin may difconcert a fyltem,
‘he labours to fill up his individual part as
affiduoufly as if the motion -of every
wheel, the effeé of every fpring, the fuc-
cefs of the whole operation, the- fafety of
the entire community depended on his
fingle condu. This patriotifm evinces
itfelf by facrifices in the rich, by fubmiflion
in the poor, by exertions in. the able,
ftrong in their ‘energy, but quiet in :their
operation ; it evinces itfelf by the fober
fatisfation of each in cheerfully filling the
ftation which ‘is' affigned him by Provi-
dence, inftead of afpiring to that which
is pointed ‘out by ambition ; by each man
performing with confcientious ftrictnefs his
own proper duty, inftead of defcanting with
mifleading plaufibility, and unprofitable elo-
quence, on the duties of other men.

5t CHAP.



24 GRACES OF DEPORTMENT.

CHAP. XIX. ‘
On the Graces of Deportment.—The Difpofi-

tions neceflary for . Bufirefs. — Habits of
domeftic Life,

$€ THOSE,-’.’ fays Lord Bacon, ¢ who are
accomplifhed in the forms of urbanity, are
apt to pleafe themfelves in it fo much, as
feldom to afpire to higher virtue.” Not-
withftanding the general truth of the maxim,
and'the high authority by which it comes
recommended, yet condefcending and gra.
cious manners fhould have their full fhare
:i’ri‘:':ﬁﬁiﬂqing the royal charaer ; but they
fhould- have only their due fhare. They
~dhould never be reforted to as a fubftitute
for that worth, of which they are the beft
decoration.  In all the graces of deport-
ment, whatever appears outwardly engag-
ing, thould always proceed from fomething
deeper than itfelf—The fair fabric, which

18
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is feen, muft be fupported by a folid foun-

dation which is out of fight ; the loftieft

pyramid muft rife from the broadeft bafe;

the moft beautiful flower from the moft

valuable root; fweetnefs of manners muft

be the effe@t of benevolence of heart;

affability of fpeech fhould proceed from 2

well-regulated temper; a folicitude to

oblige fhould {pring from an inward fenfe

of the duty owing to our fellow-creatures.—

The bounty of the hands muft refult from

the feeling of the heart ; the proprieties of
converfation, from a found internal prin-

ciple; kindnefs, attention, and all the out-

ward graces, thould be the effect of habits

and difpofitions lying in the mind, and

ready to fhew themfelves in action, when- :
ever the occufion prefents itfelf.

Juft views of herlelf, and of what fhe
owes to the world, of that gentlenefs which
Chriftianity inculcates, and that gracioufnels
which her ftation enjoins, will, taking the
ufual advantages into the account, fcarcely
fail to produce in the royal pupil a deport-

ment
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ment, at once, dignified and engaging.
The firmeft fubftances alone are fufceptible
of the moft exquifite polith, while the
meaneft materials will admit of being
varnifhed. True fine breeding never be-
trays any tinture of that vanity, which is
the effect of a mind ftruggling to conceal
its faults ; nor of that pride, which is not
confcious of pofleffing any. This true
politenefs refulting from illuftrious birth,
nherent fenfe, and implanted virtue, will
render fuperfluous the documents of Chel-
terfield, and the inftru&ions of Caftiglione.

But the acquifition of engaging manners,
and all the captivating graces of deport-
ment, need lefs occupy the mind of the
royal perfon, as fhe will acquire thefe at-
tractions by a fort of inftin&, almoft with-
out time or pains. They will naturally be
copied from thofe illuftrious examples of
grace, eale, and condefcending dignity,
which fill, and which furround the throne.
And the will have the lefs occafion . for
looking to remote, or foreign examples,

to
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to learn the true arts of popularity, while
the illuftrious perfonage who wears the
crown, continues to exhibit not only a
living pattern by what honeft means the
warm affeGtions of a people are won, but
by what reQitude, piety, and patrioti{m,
they may be preferved, and increafed,
under every fucceflion of trial, and every
viciflitude of circamitance.

Among the habits which it is important
for a prince to acquire, there is not one
more eflential than a love of bufinefs.
Lord Bacon has, among his Effays, an ad-
mirable chapter, both of counfel and
caution, refpecting difpatch in affairs, which,
as it is fhort and pointed, the royal pupil
might commit to memory. He advifes not
to meafure difpatéh by the time of fitting
to bufinefs, but by the advancement of the
bufinefs itfelf; and reprobates the affelta-
tion of thofe, who, ““to gain the reputation
of men of difpatch, are only anxious for
the credit of having done a great deal in
a little time; and who abbreviate, not by

con-



28 HABITS OF BUSINESS.

contracting, but by cutting off,”’—On the
other hand, procraftination wears out time,
and accomplifhes nothing. Indiftin&nefs
alfo in the framing of ideas, and confufion
in the diforderly difpofition of them, per-
plex bufinefs as much as irrefolution im.
pedes it.  Julius Cafar was a model in
this refpect; with all his turbulence of
ambition, with all his eagernefs of enter-
prize, with all his celerity of difpatch, his
judgment always appears to have been cool
and ferene; and even in the midft of the
moft complicated tranfaiions, no per-
plexity is ever manifeft in his condu&, no
entanglement in his thoughts, no confufion
in his expreflions. Hence, we cannot but
infer, that an unambiguous clearnefs in the
planning of affairs, a lucid order in arrang-
ing, and a perfevering, but not precipitate,
difpatch in conduéing them, are the un.
equivocal marks of a fuperior mind.

Yet, though diftribution, order, and ar-
rangement, are the foul of bufinefs, even
thefe muft not be too minute, ¢ for he that

does
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does not divide,” fays the great authority
-above cited, ¢ will never enter clearly into
bufinefs, and he who divides too much,
will not come out of it clearly.”

A Prince fhould come to the tranfaction
of bufinefs, with a prepared, but not with
a prejudiced mind : and the mind which is
beft furnithed for the concern which it is
about to inveftigate, while it will be leaft
liable to be drawn afide by perfuafion, will
be moft open to truth, and moft difpofed
to yield to conviction, becaufe it will have
already weighed the arguments, and ba-
lanced the difficulties.

A great ftatefman of that nation to which
we are rather apt to afcribe fteadinefs than
rapidity, has bequeathed a valuable leflon to
princes for the difpatch of bufinefs. Tt is
well known, that De Wit affigned it as the
chief reafon why he had himfelf been
enabled to profecute fuch a multiplicity of

concerns fo eafily, was by always doing one
thing at a time.

P |
o
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It is allo important, not only fully to
poflefs the mind with the affair which is
" under confideration, but to beftow on it
an undivided attention, an application
which cannot be diverted by irrelevant or
inferior objeéts ; and to poflefs a firmnefs,
which cannot be fhaken from -its purpole
by art or flattery. Cautions the more ne-
ceflary, as we are affured by a penetrating
obferver, that even the {trong ‘mind of
Elizabeth was not always proof againft
fuch attacks.—One of the fecretaries of
this great queen never came to her to fign
bills, but he firft took care to engage her
in deep difcourfe about other weighty
bufinefs, that, by thus pre-occupying her
mind, he might draw off her attention
from the bills to which he wanted her
fignature.

For the private habits of life, and pro-
priety of condué to thofe around her, queen
Mary, as delcribed by bithops Burnet * and

* See efpecially bithop Buruet’s Effay on queea
Mary.
Fowler,
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- Fowler, feems to have been a model. Her
goodnefs was the moft unoftentatious, her
gentlenefs ‘the moft unaffetted, her piety
the moft inwoven into her habits, her cha-
rity the beft principled, and her generofity
the moft -difcriminating! Vanity and felf-
love feem not merely to have been out-
wardly reprefled from a fenfe of decorum,
but to have been inwardly extinguithed ;
and fhe did not want the veil of art to con-
ceal faults which were not working within.
She feems to have united confummate dif-
cretion, with the moft confcientious fince-
rity.  She could deny, fays her admiring
biographer, the moft earneft {olicitations,
with a true firmnefs, when the thought the
perfon for whom they were made, did not
merit them. She poflefled one quality of

peculiar value in her ftation, a gentle, but
effeCtual method of difcouraging calumny.
If any indulged a fpirit of cenforioufnefs
in her prefence, fhe would afk them, if they
had read archbithop Tillotfon’s fermon on

7 Evil-
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Evil-fpeaking ¢ or give them fome other
pointed, but delicate reproof.

Princes {hould never forget, that where
fincerity is expetted, freedom muft be
allowed ; and, that they who fhew them.
felves difpleafed at truth, muft not be fur-
prized if they never hear it. In all their
intercourfe, they fhould not only be habi-
tuated to expeét from others, but to
practife themfelves, the moft fimple vera-
city ; they thould no more employ flattery,
than exac it. It will be neceffary for them
to bear in mind, that fuch is the felfithnefs
of the human heart, that we are not difin-
terefted in our very praifes; and that, in
exceffive commendation, we commonly
confider ourfelves more than the perfon
we commend. Itis often rather a difguifed
effe&t of our own vanity, than any real ad-
miration of the perfon we extol. That
flattery which appears fo liberal is, in faé,
one of the fecret artifices of felf-love; it
looks generous, but it is in reality covetous;

and
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and praife is not fo much a free gift, as a
mercenary commerce, for which we hope
to receive, in return, more than an equiva-
lent. |

Is there not {omething more cunning
than noble in that popular art, which
Pliny recommends, * to be liberal of praife
to another for any thing in which you
yourfelf excel ’— The motive is furely
felfifh, that whether you deferve it or not,
you may thus, either way, be fure of {ecur-
.ing the fuperiority to yourlelf.—If cenfure
requires the tendernefs of charity to make
it ufeful, praife requires the modefty of
truth, and the fancity of juftice to render
it fafe. It is obfervable, that in the facred
Scriptures, which we fhould always do
well to confult as our model, though there
is fometimes fimple commendation, yet
there is no exceflive praife, nor ever the
{lighteft tin¢ture of exaggeration,

But there is a fault, the direc oppofite
to flattery, which fhould with equal vigi

VOL. I, D, ance
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lance be guarded againft. ' There is no-
thing which ‘more effectually weans attach
ment, and obftructs ‘popularity, than the
indulgence of intemperate {peech, atid
petulant wit.  And they who, in'very exalted
ftations, unfortunately feel 4 propen{ity to-
impetuotity or' {arcafm, would do well, if
they will not reprefs the feeling (which
would be the fliorteft way), not to let it
break out in pointed fentences, or cutting
fayings,  tharp enough “to give pain, and
fhort enough to be remembered. It has
this double 'difadvantage; every wound
made by a royal hand is mortal to the
feelings of thofe on whom it is inflicted ;
and every heart which is thus wounded, is
alienated.  Befides, it is an evil, which
gathers ﬁrehgth by going. ' The fayings
of Princes ‘are always repeated, and they
are not always repeated faithfully. T.ord
Bacon records feveral inftances of Princes,
who ruined themfelves by this {ententious
indifcretion. The mifchief of concife fay-

mgs,
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ings, he obferves, is that ¢ they are darts,
fuppofed to be thot from their fecret
intentions, while' long difcourfes are flat,
lefs noticed, and little remembered.”

D 2 i CHAP,
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CHAP. XX.

On the Choice of Society.—Sincerity the Bond
of familiar Intercourfe.— Liberality. — -
Inftances of Ingratitude in Princes—On
raifing the Tone of Converfation—And
of Manners.

PRINCES can never fall into a more fatal
error, than when, in mixing with difho-
nourable fociety, they fancy, either that
" their choice can confer merit, or their
prefence compenfate for the want gt ife ¢
is, however, fometimes very difficult for
them to difcover the real chara&er of thofe
around them, becaufe there may be a
kind of confpiracy to keep them in the
dark. But there is one principle of felec-
tion, which will in general diret them
well, in the choice of their companions,
that of chufing perfons, who, in their own
ordinary habits, and in fele¢ting the com-
panions of their own hours of relaxation,

{thew
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fhew their regard for morality and virtue.
From fuch men as thefe, Princes may more
reafonably expe& to hear the language of
truth.  Such perfons will not be naturally
led to connive at the vices of their mafter,
in order to juftify their own ; they have no
intereft in being difhoneft.

The people are not unnaturally led to
form their judgment of the real principles
and characer of the Prince, from the con-
duc and manners of his companions and
favourites. Were not the fubjets of the
unhappy Charles L in fome degree excufa-
ble, for not doing full juftice to the piety
and moral worth, which really belonged to
his charadter, when they faw that thofe
who were his moft flrenuous advocates,
were, in general, avowedly profligate and
profane ?—If a monarch have the efpecial
happinefs of poflefling a friend, let him be
valued as the moft precious of all his pof-
feflions. Let him be encouraged to dif-
charge the beft office of friendthip, by

D 3 finding,
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finding, that the frankeft reproofs, inftead
of generating a formality too fatally indica-
tive of decaying affeCtion, are produétive,
even when' they may be conceived to be
mifplaced, of warmer returns of cordiality.
~ But kings, whether actual or expectant,
muft not, in general, hope to find this
honeft franknefs. They muft not expett
to have their opinions controverted, or their
errors expofed diredtly or openly. They
thould, therefore, accuftom themfelves to
hear and underftand the {1l {mall voice,
in which any difapprobation will be likely
to be conveyed ; they thould ufe themfelves
to catch a hint, and to profit from an
analogy ;' they fhould be on the watch to
difcover the fenfe which is enfertained of
their own principlés or condud, by ob-
ferving the language which is ufed con.
cerning fimilar principles and condu& in
others.  They muft confider themfelves as
lying under fpecial difadvantages, in refpe&
to the difcovery of truth, wherever they are

themfelves
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themfelves concerned ; and muft, there-
fore, ftrive to become pofiefled of it, with
proportionate diligence and caution.

But if an infinuating favourite find it
more advantageous to himfelf to flatter
than to counfel his Prince, counfel will be
withheld, and obfequioufnefs will be prac-
- tifed. The Prince, in return, will conclude
himfelf to be always in the right, when he
finds that he is never oppofed; and the
remembrance of his faults; and the duty of
corre@ting them, will be obliterated in the
conftant approbation which he is confident
of receiving. '

- Difcretion is a quality fo important in &
royal perfon, that he fhould early be tanght
‘the moft abfolute control over 'his own
mind. :He thould learn, that no'momen-
tary warmth of feeling fhould ever betray
a Prince into the difclofure of any thing
which wifdom or duty requires him to con-
ceal. .1But, while he is thus vigilantly care-
ful not to commit himfelf, he fhould never

D 4 appear
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appear to entertain any diftruft of thofe, in
whom prudence forbids him to confide.
There is fcarcely a more unqueftionable
evidence of found fenfe and felf-poffeflion,
than never to feem burthened with a fecret
of one’s own; nor a furer mark of true
politenefs, than not to pry curioufly into
that of another. = ¢ The perfetion of be-
‘haviour,” fays Livy, though he faid it on
another occafion, “ is for a man (he might
have faid a Prince) to retain his own dig-
nity, without intruding on the liberty of
another.”

Thofe who have folicitations to make,
thould never have reafon given them to
{ufpe, that they can work their way to
the royal favour by flatteries which foothe
rather than by truths which enlighten.
Above all, a Prince thould avoid difcover-
ing fuch weaknefles as may encourage
[uitors to expe fuccefs in their applications,
by fuch a fpirit of accommodation, luch
fily compliments, {fervile facrifices, and

unworthy
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unworthy adulation, as are derogatory to
his underftanding, and difgraceful to his
character *.

A royal

* It would feem fuperfluous to guard the royal
mind againft fuch petty dangers, did not hiftory fur-
nith fo many inftances of their ill effeéts. How much
the weak vanity of King James L. laid him open to
thele defpicable flatteries, we have fome curious
{pecimens in a letter of Lord Thomas Howard to
Sir John Harrington, from which we extra&t the
following paffage. In advifing his friend how to
condu@ himfelf in the king’s prelence, in order to
advance his fortune, after fome other counfcl, he adds,
<« Touch but lightly on religion. Do not of your-
« felf fay, ¢ thisis good or bad ;” but if it were
¢ your majefty’s good opinion, I myfelf {hould think
¢ fo, Inprivate difcourfe, the king feldom {peaketh
“ of any muan’s temper, difcretion, or good virtues j
¢« 5 meddle not at all ; but find out a clue to guide
¢ you to the heart, moft delightful to his mind.—
¢ I will advife one thing ; the roan Jennet, whereon
¢ the king rideth every day, muft not be forgotten
““ to be praifed, and the good furniture above all.
¢ What loft a great man much notice the other day,
¢ a noble did come in fuit of a place, and faw
“ the king mounting the roan, delivered his petition,
« which was heeded and read, but no an{wer given.
¢« The neble departed, and came to courte the next

66 day
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A royal perfon fhould early be taught,
that it 'is no" fmall part of wifdo' and
virtue to repel improper requefts. But,
while firm in the principle as Chriftian duty
requires, it is no violation of that duty to
be as gentle in the expreffion, as Chriftian
kindnefs demands 3 never forgetting the
well-known circumftance, that of two fo.
vereigns of the houfe of Stuart, one refufed
favours in a more gracions manner than
the other granted them. I is, therefore,
not enough that a Prince fhould acquire the
difpofition to confer favours, he fhould alfo

¢ day, and got no anfwer again. The Lord Trea.
¢ furer was then prefled to move the king’s pleafure
¢ touching the petition. When the king was afked
¢ for an{wer thereto, he faid, in fome wrath, ¢ Shall
“ a king give heed to a dirty paper, when the beggar
 noticeth not his gilt ftirrups 7 Now it fell out,
¢t that the king had new furniture, when the noble
“ faw him in the courte-yard, but he being over-
f¢.charged with canfufion, pafled by admiring’ the-
drefling of the horle. Thus, good knight, our
#¢ nabk failed 1n his fuit.” :

. Nugz Antique.

cultivate
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cultivate the talent.  He fhould not only
know how and when to commend, and
how and when to beftow, but alfo how and
when to refufe ; and thould carefully ftudy
the important and happy art of difcrimi-
nating between thofe whofe merit delerves
favour, and thofe whofe neceflities demand
relief. It fhould be eftablithed into a habit,
to make no vague promifes, raife no falle
hopes, and difappoint no hopes which have
been fairly raifed. '

Princes fhould never fhelter their mean-
ing under ambiguous expreffions; nor ule.
any of thofe equivocal ‘or general phrafes,
which may be interpreted any way, and
which, either from their ambiguity or In-
determinate loofenefs, will be tranflated
into that language, which happens to fuit
the hopes or the fears of the petitioner. It
fhould ever be remembered, that a hafty
promife, given to gain time, to fave ap-
pearances, to ferve a prefling emergency, or
to get rid of ‘a prefent importunity, and not
performed when the occafion occurs, does

Lo WAl
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as much harm to the promifer in a political,
asin a moral view. For the final difap-
pointment of fuch raifed expe&ations will
do an injury more than equal to any tem-
porary advantage, which could be derived
from making the promife. Even the wifer
worldly politicians have been aware of this.
Cardinal Richelieu, overbearing as he was,
ftill preferved the attachment of his adhe-
rents, by never violating his engagements.
While Mazarin, whofe vices were of a
baler ftrain, was true to no man, and, there-
fore, attached no man. There was no
fet of people on whom he could depend,
becaule there was none whom he had not
deceived. Though his lefs elevated capa-
city, and more moderate ambition, enabled
him to be lefs fplendidly mifchievous than
his predeceflor, yet his bad faith and want
of honour, his falthood and low cunning,
as they prevented all men from confiding
in him during his life, fo have they
configned his memory to perpetual detef-
tation.

Pt
L
=



LIBERALITY. 45

In habituating Princes to delight to con-
fer favours on the deferving, it fhould be
remembered, that where it is right to beltow
them at all, it is right alfo not to wait till
they are folicited. But, while the royal
perfon is taught to confider munificence as
a truly princely virtue, yet an exaét defini-
tion of what true, and efpecially what royal,
munificence is, will be one of the moft
falutary leffons he can learn. Liberality 1s
one of the brighteft {tars in the whole con-
ftellation of virtues; but it fhines moft
benignantly, when it does not depend on its
own folitary luftre, but blends its fays
with the confluent radiance of the fur-
rounding lights. The individual favour
muft not intrench on any fuperior claim ;
no bounty'muﬁ infringe on its neighbour-
ing virtues, juftice, or difcretion 3 nor muft
it take its charaler from its outwardly re-
fembling vices, oltentation, vanity, or pro-
fulion. Real merit of every kind fhould
be remunerated ; but thofe who poflefs
merits foreign from their own profeflion,

thuugh



46 LIBERALITY,

though they thould be il rewarded, thould
not be remunerated: out of the refources of
that profeffion: * Nor fhould talents, how-
ever confiderable, which are irrelevant to
the profeflion, be made a motive for placing
a man in it.  Louis XIVi chofe Father Ia
Chaife for hig confeflor; becaufe he under-
ftood fomething of medals!

- “There is an idea of beautiful hum'anity
fuggefted to Princes in' the Speétator *, in a
fiftitious account of the emperor Phara-
mond, who made it his refrethment from
the toils of bufinefs, and "the fatigues of
cex‘enio‘ny, to pafs an hour or two in the
apartment’ of his favourite, in giving ' au-
dience to the claims of the meritorious,
and in drying the tears of the affliGted.
The entrance by which' the forrowful ob-
tained accefs, was called TorE ¢4 TR oF THE
UNHAPPY. A munificent prince may, in
fome degree, realize this idea.—And ‘what
proportions in archite@ure, what magni-

* Number 84, 3
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ficence in dimenfions, what [plendour of
decoration, can poffibly adorn a royal palace
{fo glorioudly, as Tuch @ gate of the unhappy?

A royal perfon fhould beearly taught,
by an invincible love of juftice, and a con-
ftant exercife of kindnefs, feeling, and gra-
titude, to invalidate that maxim, that, in a
court, /es abfens et les mourans ont z‘oujours
tort.«He thould potlefs that generofity, not
to expedt his favourites to facrifice their lefs
fortunate friends, in order to make their
court to him. Examples of this ungenerous
ielfifhnefs, thould be commented on in read-
ing. Madame de Maintenon facrificed the
exemplary Cardmmal de Noailles, and the
elegant and virtuous Racine, to the unjuft
refentment of the king, and refufed to in-
cur the ritk of difpleafing him by defending
her opprefled and injured friends.

' We have already 'mentioned the remu-
neration of fervices.—In a reign where all
was bufinefs, it is not eafy to fix on a par-
ticular inftance ; elle the neglet manifefted
by Charles il. towards the author of Hudi-

4 bras,
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bras, carries on it a {tain of peculiar ingra-
titude. Itis the more unpardonable, becaufe
the monarch had talte enough to appre-
ciate, and frequently to quote with admira-
tion the wit of Butler : a wit not tranfiently
employed to promote his pleafure, or to win
his favour; but loyally and laboriou{ly
exercifed in compofing one of the moft in-
genious and original, and unqueftionably,
the moft learned poem in the Englith lan-
guage. A poem, which, independently of
its literary merit, .did more to advance the
royal caufe, by ftigmatizing with unparallel-
ed powers of irony and ridicule, the fanati-
cifm and hypocrify of the ufurper s party,
than had perhaps been effeted by all the
hiftorians, moralifts, divines, and politi-
cians put together. It is not meant, how-
ever, to give unqualified praife to this
poem. From the heavy charges of levity,
and even of prophanenefs, Hudibras cannot
be vindicated ; and a fcrupulous fovereign
would have wifhed that his caufe had been
ferved by better means.  Such a fovereign

was
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was not Charles. So far from i, may it
not be feared, that thefe grievous blemifhes,
inftead of alienating the king from the
poet, would too probably have been an
additional motive for his approbation of the
work, and gbnfequently,- could ‘not have’
‘been his reafon for negleting the author#?

A fomewhat fimilar imputation of in-
gratitude towards Philip de Comines,
though on different grounds of fervice,
detracts not a little from the far more efti-
mable charaéer of Loujs XIL As it wag
this monarch’s honourable boaft on ano-
ther occafion, that the king of France
never refented the injuries offered to the
duke of Orleans, it fhould have been

* Dryden alfo materially ferved the royal caufe
by his admirable poem of Abfalom and Achitophel,
which determined the conquelt of the Tories, after
the exclufion parliaments. But, Dryden was 2 pro-
fligate, whom no virtuous monarch could patronize,
Though, when a prince refufes to remunerate: the
actual fervices of a firft.rate genius, becaufe he is an
unworthy man, it would pe acting confiftently to

withhold all favour from thofe who have only the
vices without the talents, ;

VOL, II, E equally
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equally his care, that the fervices performed
for the one thould never have been for-
gotten by the other.

' To confer dignity and ufeful elegance on
the hours of focial pleafure and relaxation,
is a talent of peculiar value, and one of
which an highly educated prince is in more
complete pofleflion, than any other human
being. He may turn even the paffing
topics of the day to good account, by col-
le€ting the general opinion ; and may gain
clearer views of ordinary events and opi-
nions, by hearing them faithfully related,
and fairly canvaffed. Inftead of falling in
with the prevailing tafte for levity and
trifles, he may, without the fmalleft dimi-
nution of cheerfulnefs or wit in the con-
verfation, infenfibly divert its current into
the pureft channels. The ftandard of fo-
ciety may be gracefully, and almoft im-
perceptibly, raifed by exciting the attention
to queftions of tafte, morals, ingenuity, and
literature. Under fuch aufpicious influence,

every talent will not only be elicited, but
8 direted
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dire¢ted to its true end. Every tafte for
what is excellent will be awakened ; every
mental faculty, and moral feeling, will be
quickened ; and ‘the royal perfon, by the
urbanity and condefcenfion with which he
thus calls forth abilities to their beft exer-
cife, ‘will feem to have infufed new powers
into his honoured and delighted. guefts.

A Prince is “ the maker of manners ;”’
and as he is the model of the court, {o is
the court the model of the metropolis, and
the metropolis of the reft of the kingdom.
He fhould carefully avail himfelf of the
rare advantage which his ftation affords, of
giving, through this widelyextended fphere,
the tone to virtue, ag well as, to manners.
He fhould bear in mind, that high autho-
rity becomes a molt pernicious power,
when, either by example or countenance,
it is made the inftrument of extending and
eltablifhing corruptions.

We have given an inftance of the
powerful effe@® of example in Princes,
in the influence which the Jincerity of

: E 2 ‘ Henry
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Henry IV. of France had on thofe about
him. An inftance equally {triking may be ad-
duced of the eagernefs with which the fame
monarch was imitated in his vices.  Henry
was paffionately addifted to gaming, and
the contagion of the king’s example un-
happily fpread with the utmoft rapidity, not
only through the whole court, but the
whole kingdom.

And when, not gaming only, but other
irregularities ;—when whatever is notori-
oufly wrong, by being thus countenanced
and protc&ed, becomes thoroughly efta-
blifhed and fathionable, few will be athamed
of doing wrong. Every thing, indeed,
which the court reprobates will continue
to be ﬂ:igmatized; but unhappily, every
thing which it conntenances will ceafe to
be difreputable. And that which was
accounted infamous under a virtuous,
would ceafe to be difreputable under a cor-
rupt reign. For, while vice is difcouraged
by the higheft authority, notwithitanding
it may be practifed, it will ftill be accounted

~ difho-
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difhonourable 3 but when that difcounte-
nance is withdrawn, thame and difhonour
- will no longer attend it. The contamination
will fpread wider, and defcend lower, and
purity will infenfibly lofe ground, when
even notorious deviations from it are no

longer attended with difgrace.
Anne of Auftria has been flattered by
hiftorians, for having introduced a more
refined politenefs into the court of France,
and for having multiplied its amufements.
We hardly know whether this remark is
meant to convey praife or cenfure. It is
certain, that her cardinal, and his able pre-
deceflor, had addrefs enough to difcover,
that the moft effe¢tual method of eftablifh-
ing a defpotic government, was to amufe
the people, by encouraging a fpirit of diffi
_pation, and feduloufly providing objetts
for its gratification. Thefe dextrous politi-
cians knew, that to promote a general
paffion for pleafure and idlenefs, would, by
engaging the minds of the people, render
them lefs dangerous obfervers, both of the
B3 . miliffers
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mlmﬂers and of their fovereigns. This
projec, which had perhaps only a tempo-
vary view, had lafting confequences. The
national charater was fo far changed by
its fuccefs, that the country feems to have
been brought to the unanimous conclufion,
that it was pleafanter to amufe, than to
defend themfelves.

It 1s alfo worth remarking, that even
where the groffeft licentioufnefs may not be
purfued, an unbounded paffion for exquifite
refinement in pleafure, and for the luxuri-
ous gratification of tafte, Is attended with
‘more deep and {erious mifchiefs than are
perhaps intended. It flagnates higher
energies ; it becomes itfelf the paramount
principle, and gradually, by debafing the
beart, both difinclines and difqualifies it
for nobler purfuits. The court of Louis XIV.
exhibited a ftriking proof of this degrading
perfe¢tion. The Princes of the blood were
fo enchanted with its fafcinating fplendours,
that they ignominioufly fubmitted to the
lofs of all power, importance, and influence

in
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in the ftate, becaufe, with a view to eftrange
them from fituations of real ufefulnefs and
~ dignity, they were gracioufly permitted to
prefide in matters of tafte and fathion, and
to become the fupreme arbiters in drefs,
fpettacles, and decoration *.

* Tt is humiliating to the dignity of a Prince,
when his fubje@s believe that they can recommend
themfelves to his favour, by fuch low qualifications as
a nice attention to perfonal appearance, and modifh
attire. Of this we fhall produce an inftance from
another paffage of Lord Thomas Howard’s Letters
to Sir John Harrington. ¢ 'The king,” fays.he,
¢¢ doth admire good fathion in cloaths. I pray you
“ give good heed hereunto. I would wifh you to
« be well trimmed ; get a good jerkin well bordered,
« and not too fhort: the king faith, he liketh a
« flowing garment. Be fure it be not all of one
< {ort, but diverfely coloured ; the collar falling
¢ fomewhat down, and your ruff well ftiffened, and
¢ buthy. We have lately had many gallants who
““ have failed in their fuit for want of due obfervance in
% thefe matters. The king is nicely heedful of fuch
¢ points, and dwelleth on good looks and handfome
¢ accoutrements,’”’

Nugz Antique.

E 4 CHAF,
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CHAP, XXL

On the Art of moral Calculation, and mak-
ing a true Eftimate of Things and LPerfons.

A rovar, perfon fhould early be taught
to att on that maxim of one of the an-
cients, that the chief misfortunes of men
arife from their never having learned #he
true art of calculation. This moral are
fhould be employed to teach him, how to
weigh the comparative value of things ;
and to adjuft their refpe@ive claims ; af-
figning to each that due proportion of
time and thought to which each will, on a
fair valuation, be found to be entitled: It
will alfo teach the habit of fetting the con-
cerns of time, in contraft with thofe of
eternity. This laft is not one of thofe Ipe-
culative points, on which perfons may differ
without danger, but one, in which an

Erroneous
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erroneous calculation involves inextricable
misfortune.

It is prudent, not only to have a con-
tinual reference to the value of the object,
but alfo to the probability there is of at-
taining it. Not only to fee that it is of
fufficient importance to juftify our folicitude
about it ; but alfo to take care, that defigns
of remote iffue, and proje&s of diftant ex-
ecution, do not fuperfede prefent and atual
duties. Providence, by fetting fo narrow
limits to life itfelf, in which thefe objefts
are to be purfued, has clearly fuggefted to
us, the impropriety of forming {chemes, fo
difproportionate in their dimenfions, to our
contracted fphere of action. Nothing but
this dotrine of moral calculation, will keep
up in the mind a conftant fenfe of that
future reckoning, which, even to a private
individual, is of unfpeakable moment ; but,
which, to a Prince, whofe refponfibility is
fo infinitely greater, increafes to a magni-
tude, the full fum of which, the human
mind would in vain attempt to eftimate.

This
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This principle will afford the moft falutary.
check to thofe proje@s of remote vain-
glory, and pofthumous ambition, of which,
in almoft every inftance, it is difficult to
pronounce, whether they have been more
idle, or more calamitous.

Hiftory, fertile as it is in fimilar leflons,
docs not furnifh a more ftriking inftance
of the mifchiefs of erroneous calculation,
than the charatter of Alexander. How
falfely did he eftimate the poffible exertions
of one man, and the extent of human life,
when, in the courfe of his reign, which
eventually proved a fhort one, he refolyved
to change the face of the world ; to con-
quer its kingdoms, to enlighten its igno-
rance, and to redrefs it wrongs ! a chimera, -
mdeed but a glorious chimera, had he not,
at the fame time, and to the laft hour of
his Life, indulged paffions inconfiftent with
his own refolutions, and fubverfive of his
own [chemes. His thirty-third year put a
pertod to projels, for which many ages
would have been infufficient ! and the va-

nity
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nity of his ambition forms a forcible con-
traft to the grandeur of his defigns.—His
gigantic empire, acquired by unequalled
courage, ambition, and fuccefs, did not gra-
dually decay by the laple of time; it did
not yield to the imperious control of ftrange
events, and extraordinary circumitances,
which it was beyond the wifldom of man
to forelee, or the power of man to refift ;
but naturally, but inftantly, on the death
of the Conqueror, it was at once broken in
pieces, all his {chemes were in a moment
abolifhed, and even the diflolution of his
own paternal inheritance was {peedily ac-
complithed, by the contefts of his immediate

fucceflors. s b
But we need not look back to ancient
Greece for proofs of the danger of errone-
ous calculation, while Louis XIV. occupies
the page of hiftory. This defcendant of
fifty kings, after a triumphant reign of fixty
years, having, like Alexander, been flat-
tered with the name of #he great, and hav-
ing,
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ing, doubtlefs, like him, projetted to reign
after his deceafe, was not dead an hour,
before his will was cancelled ; a will not
made in fecret, and, like fome of his former
ats, annulled by its own inherent injuftice,
- but publicly known, and generally approyed
by Princes of the blood, counfellors, and
parliaments.  This'royal will was fet afide
with lefs ceremony, than would have been
fhewn, in this country, to the teftament of
the meaneft individual.  All formalities
were forgotten ; all decencies trodden under
foot. This decree of the new executive
power became, in a moment, as abfolute
as that of the monarch, now fo contemptu-
oufly treated, had lately been. No expla-
nation was given, no arguments were heard,
no objettions examined. That fovereign
was totally and inftantly forgotten—

whofe word

Might yefterday have ftood againft the world ;
Anud none fo poor to do him reverence.

The plans of Cefar Borgia were fo ably
laid, that he thought he had put himfelf
out
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out of the reach of Providence. It was
the boaft of this execrable politician, that
he had, by the infallible rules of a wile and
forefeeing policy, fo furely laid the immu-
table foundations of his own lafting great-
nefs, that of the feveral poffibilities which
he had calculated, not one could thake the
frability of his fortune. If the pope, his
father, thould live, his grandeur was fecure ;
if he died, he had, by his intereft, fecured
the next ele@ion. 'But this deep {chemer
had forgotten to take his own mortality
into the account.—He did nct calculate on
that ficknefs, which would remove him
‘from the fcene, where his prefence was
neceflary to fecure thefe events; he did
not forefee, that, when his father died, his
mortal enemy, and not his creature, would
fucceed, and, by fucceeding, would defeat
every thing.—~Above all, he did not cal-
culate, that, when he invited to his palace
nine cardinals, for whofe fupper he had
prepared a deadly poifon, in order to get

1

thelr
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their'wealth into his own hands—he did
not, I fay, forefee, that

he but taught
Bloody inftru&ions, which being taught, return
Lo plague the inventor—

He did not think that literally,

: Even-handed juftice

Would give th’ ingredients of the poifon’d chalice
"T'o his own lips.

He had left out of his- calculation, that
the pope, his father, would perith by the
very plot which was employed to enrich
him, while he, Borgia himfelf, with the mor-
tal venom in his veins, thould only efcape to
drag on a life of meannefs, and mifery, in
want, and in prifon; with the lofs of his
boundlefs wealth and power, lofing all thofe
adherents which that wealth and power
had attracted.

It is of the laft importance, that pherfon_s
of high condition thould be preferved from
entering on their brilliant career with falfe
principles, falfe views, and falfe maxims.
It is of the laft importance, to teach them

not
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not to confound fplendour with dignity,
juftice with fuccefs, merit with profperity,
voluptuoufnefs with happinefs, refinement
in luxury with pure tafte, deceit with faga-
city, {ufpicion with penetration, prodigality
with a liberal {pirit, honour with Chriftian
principle, Chriftian principle with fanati-
cifm, or confcientious ftrictnefs with hypo-
crify. .
Young perfons poffefs fo little clearnefs
in their views, fo little diftinétnefs in their
perceptions, and are fo much inclined to
prefer the fuggeftions of a warm fancy to
the fober dedutions of reafon, that, in their
purfuit of glory and celebrity, they are
perpetually liable to take up with falle way-
marks; and where they have fome general
good intentions refpecting the end, to defeat
their own purpole by a mifapplication of
means ; {o that, very often, they do not {o
much err through the feduion of the
fenfes, as by accumulating falle maxims
into a fort of fyftem, on which thP) after-
‘ward ac through life.

Ona
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- One of the firlt leffons, that fhould be
inculcated on the great, 1s, that God has
not {ent us into this world to give us con-
fummate happinefs, but to train us to thofe
habits which lead to it. - High ‘rank lays
the mind open to ftrong temptations. The
higheft rank to the firongeft.  The fedu-
cng images of luxury and pleafure, of
Iplendour and of homage, of power and
independence, are too feldom counteracted
by the only adequate prefervative, a reli-
gious education. 'The world is too gene-
rally entered upon as a fcene of pleafure,
inftead of trial ; as a theatre of amufement,
not of action. The high-born are taught
to enjoy the world at an age when they
fhould be learning to know it; and to
gralp the prize, when they fhould be exer-
cifing themfelves for the combat. They
cénfequently look for the fweets of vittory,
when'they fhould be enduring the hardnefs
of the conflict.

From {fome of thefe early corruptions, a |
young Princefs will be preferved, by that

VAS ry
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very fupereminent greatnefs; which, in
other refpeéts, has its dangers. Her ex-
alted ftation, by feparating hér from mit
cellaneous fociety, becomes. her proteétion
from many of its maxims ‘and praétices.
From the 'dangers of her own peeuliar
fituation fhe thould be guarded, by being
carly taughtto confider power and influcrice,
not as exempting her from the difficulties
of life, or enfuring to her a larger portion of
its pleafures; but as engaging her in a pécu-
liarly extended fphere of duties, and inf.-
nitely increafing the demands on her for.
titude and vigilance. .
The right formation of her judgment
will much affift in her acquifition of right
practical habits ; and the art of making a
jutt eftimate of men and things, will be one
of the moft ufeful leflons -fhe will have to
learn.  Young perfons, in their views of
the world, are apt to make a falfe eftimate
of charaéter, fomething in the way in
which the Roman mob decided on that of
Cefar. They are dazzled with the glitter
VOL. II, F of
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of a thining action, without fcrutinizing the
charatter, or fufpeting the motive of the
aftor.  From the fcene which followed
Cafar’s death, they may learn a falutary
leflon. How eafily did the infinuating
Anthony perfuade the people, that the man
who had atually robbed them of their
liberty, and of thofe privileges in defence
of which their anceftors had thed their beft
blood, was a prodigy of difinterefted gene-
rofity, becaufe he had left them permiffion
to walk in his pleafure-groands !—the be-
queft of a few drachmas to cach, was fuf.
ficient to convince thefe fhallow reafoners,
that their deceafed benefactor was the moft
difinterefted, and leaft felfifh, of mankind.
In this popular a& they forgot, that he had
ravaged Greece, depopulated Gaul, plun.
dered Afia, and fubverted the common-
wealth !

The fame clafs of ardent and indifcrini-
nating judges will pals over, in the popular
chara&ter of our fifth Henry, the profligacy
of his morals, and the ambition of his

' temper,
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temper, and think only of his perfonal
bravery, and his fplendid fucceffes. They
will forget, in the conqueror of Agincourt,
the abettor of fuperftition and cruelty, and
the unfeeling perfecutor of the illuftrious
Lord Cobham.

But, in no inftance has a falfe judgment
been more frequently made, than in the
admired and attractive charaer of Henry
IV. of France. = The franknefs of his man-
ners, the gallantry of his fpirit, and the
generofity of his temper, have concurred
to unite the public judgment in his favour,
-and to obtain too much indulgence to his
unfteady principles, and his libertine con-
‘duct.  But the qualities which infure po-
pularity too feldom ftand the ferutiny of
truth.  Born with talents and difpofitions
to engage all hearts, Henry was defetive
i that radical principle of confcience,
which is the only foundation of all true
virtue.  The renunciation of his religion
for the crown of France, which was
thought a mafter-ftroke of pelicy, which

F 2 was
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was recommended by {ftatefmen, juftified
by divines, and even approved by Sully, was
probably, as moft a&s of mere worldly
policy often prove to be, the fource of his
fubfequent misfortunes. Had he preferred
his religion to the crown of France, he had
mot fallen the vi&tim of a fanatical affaffin,
Had he limited his defires to the kingdom
of Navarre, when that of France could
only be obtained by the facrifice of his con-
{cience, the heroifm of his charatter would
then have been unequivocal, and his ufeful-
nefs to mankind might have been infinitely
extended. Nor is it impoflible, that thofe
who urged the condition might, by the
{teady perfeverance of his refufal, have been
induced to relinquifh it; and French pro-
teftantifm, from his confcientious adherence
to its principles, might have derived fuch a
ftrength, as foon to have made it paramount
in the ftate: an event which would pro-
bably have faved Europe from thofe hor-
rors and agitations, with which the late
century clofed, and the prefent has com-

| menced,
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menced, the termination of which remains
awfully concealed in the yet unrolled
volume of eternal Providence.

How much more folid, though neither
fung by the poet, nor immortalized by the
fculptor *, was the virtue of his illuftrious
mother, honourably introducing, with in-
finite labour and hazard, the reformation
into her {mall territory ! Nothing, fays her
warm eugolift, bithop Burnet, was wanting
to make the queen of Navarre perfect, but
a larger dominion. ¢ She not only re-
formed her court, but her whole princi-
pality, to fuch a degree, that the golden
age {eems to have returned under her, or
rather Chriftianity appeared again, with its
priftine purity and luftre. Nor is there
one fingle abatement to be made her. Only
her [phere was narrow.”—DBut is not this
to make greatnefs depend too much on

* Henry IV. was chofen by Voltaire for the Hero
of his Epic poem, and his ftatue was for a long time
refpected in France, when thofe of other kings were
deftroyed.

F 3 extrinfic
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extrinfic accident? That fphere is large
enough, which is rounded with perfeétion.
A Chriftian queen during her troubled life,
A martyr in her exemplary death, haftened,
as is too probable, by the black devices of
one, as much the opprobrium, as fhe her-
Telf was the glory of queens ; the execrable
plotter of the maffacre of Saint Bartholo.
new. Happy for Catherine di Medici, and
for France, of which fhe was regent during
the minority of three kings, had her fphere
been as contradted as was that of Jane of
Navarre *!
For
* Nature, perhaps, never produced a more perfect
contraft, than thefe two contemporary queens. The
intelleGual fubtilty of Catherine’s vices more re-
fembled thofg of an infernal {pirit, than of a corrupt
woman. She had an exquifite gemus for crimes.
The arts fhe employed againtt thofe, whofe deftruc-
tion the meditated, were varied and applied with the
niceft appropriation to their cafe and chara&er; and
her fuccefls was proportioned to her {fkill, Power,
riches, plealures, were the baits which fhe held out,

with exa& difcrimination, to different men, according
as their tempers inclined them to either. Her deep

knowledge of mankind, he converted to the purpofe
: of
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For want of having learned to make a
juft eftimate of the relative value of actions,
Louis

of alluring, betraying, and deftroying all, againft
whom fhe had defigns: and fhe had the ingenuity
to ruin every one in his own way. She not only
watched the vices and weaknefles, but the very vire
tues of men, in order to work with them to their
deftruétion. The excefs of a good quality, the
elevation of a virtue, was a better implement for
working the ruin of its poffeffor, than eyen his faults.
Her diffimulation was {o exquifite, her patience in
evil fo perfevering, that no time appeared too long
for noyrithing impious proje&s, and ripening them to
perfeGion. Aware, at length, that that rare combi-
nation of deceit and cruelty which met in her cha-
raler was deteéted, in order to complete the deftruc-
tion of the Proteftants more fignally, her fon, a pup-
pet in her hauds, was ta‘ught to fofter and carefs them,
Two years did this pernicious Italian brood over this
plot *, Its dire cataftrophe who does not know ?
—Queen Jane was poifoned, as a prologue to this
tragedy, a fovereign to whom even the bigotted
hiftorians of the Popifh communion concur in afcrib-
ing all that was elegant, accomplifhed, and pure in
woman, with all that was wife, heroic, learned, and
intrepid in man !

% For a more detailed chara&er of Catherine, fee the Life of
Agrippa D’ Aubigné.

F 4
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Louis XIV. while he was laying Flanders
wafte, and depopulating whole provinces,
probably perfuaded himfelf, that he was
actuated by pure charity, and love of the
people, becaufe he carried in his military
caleche fome bags of bread and money,
which he diftributed, as he pafled, to the
famifhed peafantry ; beings, whofe hunger -
was caufed byhisambition, hungerwhich the
oftentatious diftribution of a few loaves and
livres could relieve but for a2 moment. He
might have given them peace, and faved his
bread. Hefhouldhave refleCted, that the moft
munificent charities of a Prince, commend-
able as they are in themfelves, can be only
local and partial ; and are almoft nothing,
in the way of benefit, compared with a
deliverance, which it was in his power to
have granted them, from the miferies of
war.. In a Prince, to love peace, is to be
charitable on a grand fcale. — The evils
which he perfonally relieves, in confequence
of their prefenting themfelves to his fenfes,
highly. as that fpecies of bounty fhould be

rated,
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rated, muft be out of all proportion few,
compared with thofe which never meet
his eyes. If, by compaffionating the one,
he fooths his own feelings, while he forgets
the othér, only becaufe they are too remote
- to come in conta& with thefe feclings, his
charity is little better than felf-love.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXII

On Erroneous Judgment. — Characler of

Lueen Chrifting of Swea’en.—-—-Comparg'/bn
of Chriftina with Alfred.

N OTHING leads more tofalfe eftimates than
our fuffering that natural defire of happi-
nefs, congenial to the human heart, to
miflead us by its eagernefs. The objett in
itfelf is not only natural, but laudable ;
but the fteps which are fuppofed to lead
to it, when ill regulated, never attain the
end. Vice, of whatever kind, leads to ine.
vitable mifery ; yet, through a falfe calcula-
tion, even while happinefs is intended, vice is
purfued. The voluptuous will not be per-
fuaded to fet bounds to their indulgences.
Thus they infallibly deftroy both health
of body, and peace of mind ; yet the moft
voluptuous never intend to be miferable.
What a neceflity hence arifes, for early

infufing
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infufing right principles, and training to
fafe and temperate habits, when even the
very defire of happinefs, if left merely to
its' inftin&ive movements, is almoft certain
to plunge its votary into final and irremedi-
able wretchednefs !

But in no inftance is the defetive judg-
ment which leads to falfe eftimates, more
to be regretted, than in thofe who apply
themfelves to purfuits, and affe¢t habits
foreign from their ftation; who Ipend
their feafon of improvement in cultivating
talents, which they can hardly ever bring
into exercife, to the neglect of thofe which
they are peculiarly called to acquire; who
run out of their proper road in purfuit of
falfe fame, while they renounce the folid
glory of a real, an attainable, and an appro-
priate renown.

The danger of a Prince often becomes,
in this refpe, the greater, becaufe, while
he fees a path open before him, fuppofe in
the cafe of the fine arts, by which he be-
holds others rifing into univerfal notice

and
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and celebrity, he feels, perhaps, a natural
propenfity to the fame purfuits, and a con-
fcioufnefs of being able to excel in them.
Meanwhile, even his weakeft efforts are
flattered by thofe around him, as the fure
prefages of excellence; and he is eafilly led
to believe, that if he will condefcend to
enter the lifts, he is certain to attain the
palm of viCory. When we confider the
amount of the temptation, we fhould be
almott ready to forgive the Emperor Nero,
had it been only in difplaying his mufical
or theatrical talents, that he had departed
from the line of re@itude. But to fee a
Roman Emperor travelling through Greece
in the characer of an artift, in order to
extort the applaufes of a people eminent
for their tafte, was an indication of farther
evils. The infatuation remained to his
laft hour; for, in his dying moments,
inftead of thinking how Rome muft re.
joice to be rid of fuch a mafter, he only
wondered how the -world could fubmit to

the lofs of fuch a performer,
It
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It is one of the many evils which refult
from indulging fuch mifplaced propenfities,
that it produces a fatal forgetfulnefs of all
the proper duties of a fovereign, and of his
legitimate {phere of emulation. Having
once eaten of the forbidden fruit of this
meretricious praife, he becomes fonder of
the relifh,—his tafte is corrupted,—his
views are lowered,—~his ambition is con-
tratted; and indolence confpires with vanity,
~ In perpetuating his delufion, and in making
him take up with purfuits, and gratifica-
tions, far below the level of his high ori-
ginal. |

For a Prince, who has formed a juft efti-
mate of his own exalted ftation, will ever
bear in mind, that as its rank, its rights,
and its privileges, are all of a kind pecu-
liar to itfelf, fo alfo muft be its honours.
Providence has laid open to a Prince an
elevated and capacious field of glory, from
which fubjefts muft be ever excluded, by
the very circumftances of their civil con-
dition.. A Prince will but degrade himfelf,

when
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when he defcends from this vantage g’fbu'nd,
which he naturally occupies, to mix in'the
competitions of ordinary men. He en-
gages in'a conteft in which, though failure
may difgrace, even fuccefs cannot do him
honour. Monarchs, therefore, would do
well to remember, and to improve upon
the principle of the dignified reply of
Alexander, who being afked whether he
would not engage in the competition for
the prize at the Olympic games, anfwered,
* —Yes,—if Kines are to be my compe-
titors.””  Nor perhaps would the high-
minded anfwer of Alcibiades be unbecoming
in a Prince,~—*It is not for me to give,
but to receive delight.”

Ever, therefore, let thofe whofe impor-
tant duty it is, to fuperintend the educa.
tion of a royal perfon, labour to fix in him
a juft conception of the proprieties of his
princely charalter. Let them teach him
how to regulate all his judgments and pur-
fuits, by the rule of reafon, by a found and
{evious cftimate of his own condition, and

of
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of the peculiar duties, excellencies, and
honours, which belong to it, on grounds no
lefs of wifdom than of virtue.

We know not how better to illuftrate
the nature, and confirm the truth of thefe
remarks, than by adducing, as an eminent
inftance of a contrary kind, the charaéter
of queen Chriftina of Sweden, the me-
morable tale of her falfe judgmeat, and
perverted -ambition.— Chriftina, a. woman
whofe whole charaCter was one mafs of
contradi¢tions ! That fame defect in judg-
ment, which, after the had, with vaft coft
and care, colleCted fome of the fineit
pi¢tures in Rome, led her to {poil their
proportions, by clipping them with fheers,
till they fitted her apartment, appeared in all
the did. It led her, while fhe thirfted for
adulation, to renounce, in abdicating her
crown, the means of exalting it. It led
her to read almoft all books, without di-
gefting any, to make them the theme of
her difcourfe, but not the ground of her
conduct.

' 5
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It led her, fond as fhe was of magnifi-
cence, to reduce herfelf to fuch a ftate of
indigence, as robbed her of the power of
enjoying it. And it was the fame incon-
fiftency, which made her court the applaufe
of men, eminent for their religious  cha-
racter, while the valued herfelf on being
an avowed infidel. '

This royal wanderer roamed from coun-
try to country, and from court to court,
for the poor purpofe of entering ‘the lifts
with wits, or of difcufling knotty points
with philofophers : proud of aiming to be
the rival of Voflius, when her true merit
would have confifted in being his pro-
teCtor.  Abfurdly renouncing  the folid
- glory of governing well, for the fake of
hunting after an empty phantom of liberty,
which fhe' never enjoyed, and vainly
grafping at the thadow of fame, which fhe
never attained.

Nothing is right, which is not in its
right place. Diforderly wit, even diforderly

virtues, lofe much of their natural value.
: "There
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There is an exquifite fymmetry and pro-

portion in the qualities of a well-ordered
mind.  An lll-regulated defire of  that
- knowledge, the beft part of which fhe
might have acquired with dignity, at her
leifure hours ; an unbounded vanity, eager
to exhibit to foreign countries thofe at-
tainments which ought to have been ex-
ercifed in governing her own ;—to be
thought a philofopher by wits, and a wit
by philofophers ;—this was the prepofte-
rous ambition of a queen born to rule g
brave people, and naturally poflefled of
talents, which might have made that peo-
ple happy. Thus it was that the daughter
of the great Guftavus, who might have
adorned that throne for which he fo
bravely fought, for want of the difcretion
of a well-balanced mind, and the virtues of
a well-difciplined heart, became the fcorn
of thofe, whofe admiration fhe might have
commanded. Her ungoverned taftes were,
+ as 1s not unufual, conne@ed with paflions
equally ungovernable ; and there is too

VOL; 1 NG much
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much ground for fufpecting that the miftrefs
of Monaldefchi ended with being his mur-
derer. . It is not furprifing, that fhe who
abdicated her throne fhould abjure her re-
ligion. Having renounced every thing elfe
which was worth preferving, fhe ended by
renouncing the Proteftant faith.

It may not be without its ufes to the
royal pupil, to compare the condu& of
Chriftina with that of Alfred, in thofe
points in which they agreed, and thofe in
which they exhibited fo {triking an oppo-
fition.—To contraft the Swede, who, with
the advantage of a lettered education, de-
{cended from the throne, abandoned the
nobleft and wideft fphere of action in which
the inftru&ted mind could defire to employ
its {tores, and renounced the higheft focial
duties which a human being can be called
to perform, with Alfred, one of the few
happy inftances in which genius and virtue
furmounted the difadvantages of an edu-
cation fo totally negletted, that at twelve

years old he did not even know the letters
of
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of the alphabet. He did not abdicate his
crowny, in order to cultivate his own talents,
or to gratify his fancy with the talents of
others, but laboured right royally to affem-
ble around the throne all the abilities of
his country. Alfred had no fooner tafted
the charms of learning, than his great
genius unfolded itfelf. He was enchanted
with the elegancies of literature to a de-
gree which, at firft, feemed likely to divert
him from all other objeéts.  But he foon
refleted, that a prince is not born for him.-
felf. ~ When, therefore, he was actually
called to the throne, did /e weakly defert
his royal duties, to run into diftant lands, to
recite Saxon verfes, or to repeat that claflic
poetry of which he became fo enamoured?
No. Like a true patriot, he devoted his
rare genius to the noblelt purpofes. He
dedicated the talents of the fovereign to
the improvement of the people. He did
not renounce his learning when he became
a king, but he confecrated it to a truly royal
purpofe. And while the Swedifh vagrant

G2 was
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was fubfifting on eleemofynary flattery, be-
ftowed in pity to her real, but mifapplied
‘abilities, Alfred was exercifing his talents
like the father of his country. He did not
confider ftudy as a mere gratification of
his own tafte. He knew that a king has .
nothing exclufively his own, not even his
literary attainments. He threw his eru-
-dition, like his other pofleflions, into the
public ftock. He diffufed among the people
his own knowledge, which flowed in all
directions, like ftreams from their parent
fountain, fertilizing every portion of the
human foil, fo as to produce, if nota rapid
growth, yet a tafte both for fcience and
virtue, where fhortly before there had been
a barbarous wafte, a complete moral and

mental defolation.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIIL

Objerwt:om on the Age of Louis XIV. and
on Voltaire.

Ir in the prefent work we frequently cite
Louis X1V. it is becaufe on fuch an occafion
his idea naturally prefents itfelf. His reign
was fo long; his character {o prominent; his
qualities {o oftenfible; his affairs were fo
interwoven with thofe of the other countries
of Europe, and elpecially with thofe of
England; the period in which he lived
produced fuch a revolution in manners; and,
above all, his encomiaftic hiftorian, Voltaire,
has decorated both the period and the king
with fo much that is great and brilliant,
that they fill a large fpace in the eye of the
reader. - Voltaire writes as if the Age of
Louis XIV. bounded the circle of human

G 3 ' glory ;
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glory; as if the antecedent hiftory of Fu-
rope were among thofe inconfiderable and
obfcure annals, which are either loft n
fittion, or funk in infignificance ; as if
France, at the period he celebrates, bore
the fame relation to the modern, that Rome
did to the ancient world, when fhe divided
the globe into two portions, Romans and
barbarians; as if Louis were the central
fun from which all the lefler hights of the
European firmament borrowed their feeble
radiance.

But whatever other countries may do,
Englithmen at leaft are able to look back
with triumph to ages anterior to that which
1s exclufively denominated the age of Louis
XIV. Nay, in that vaunted age itlelf we
venture to difpute with France the palm of
glory.  Toall they boaft of arms, we pro-
duce no other proof of fuperiority but that
we conquered the boafters. To all that
they bring in {cience; and it muft be al.
lowed that they bring much, or where would

¢ 6 sahe
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be the honour of eclipfing them ? we have
to oppofe our Locke, our Boyle, and our
Newton. To their long lift of wits and
of poets, it would be endlefs, in the way
of competition, to attempt enumerating,
ftar by ftar, the countlefs conftellation
which illuminated the bright contemporary
reign of Anne.

But the principal reafon for which we fo
often cite the condué&, and, in citing the
conduct, refer to the errors of Louis, is,
that there was a time, when the {plendour of
his charaéter, his impofing magnificence
and generofity, made us in too much danger
of confidering him as a model. The il-
fufion has in a good degree vanifhed; yet
the inexperienced reader is ftill liable, by his
dazzling qualities, not only to be blinded
to his vices, but is even in danger of not
, finding out that thofe very qualities were
themfelves little better than vices.

But it is not enough for writers, who
with to promote the beft interefts of the
great, to expofe wices, they fhould allo

G 4 confl-



88 OBSERVATIONS ON THE

confider it as part of their duty to ftrip off
the mafk from fzlfe virtues, efpecially thofe
to which the highly born and the highly
flattered are peculiarly liable. To thofe
who are captivated with the thining annals
of the ambitious and the magnificent; who
are ftruck with the glories with which the
brows of the bold and the profperous are
encircled; fuch calm, unobtrufive qualities
as juftice, charity, temperance, meeknefs,
ard purity, will make but 2 mean figure;
or, at beft, will be confidered only as the
virtues of the vulgar, not as the attributes
of Kings. While in the portrait of the
conqueror, ambition, fenfuality, oppreflion,
luxury, and pride, painted in the leaft of.
fenfive colours, and blended with the bright
tints of perfonal bravery, gaiety, and pro-
fule liberality, will lead the fanguine and
the young to doubt whether the former
clafs of qualities can be very mifchievous,
which is fo blended and loft in the latter ;
efpecially when they find that hardly any
abatement is made by the hiftorian for the

one,
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- one, while the other is held up to ad-
miration.

There is no family in which the fhewy
qualities have more blinded the reader, and
fometimes the writer too, to their vices,
than the Princes of the Houfe of Medici.
The profligate Alexander, the firft ufurper
of the dukedom of Florence, is declared,
by one of his hiftorians, Sandoval, # be 2
perfon of excellent conduc? ; and though the
writer himfelf acknowledges his extreme
licentioufnefs, yet he fays, ¢ he won the
Florentines by his ob/iging manners :>* thofe
Florentines whom he not only robbed of
their freedom, but dithonoured in the per-
. fons of their wives and daughters; his un-
bounded profligacy not even refpeting
the fan&ity of convents ! Another writer,
{peaking of the Houfe of Medici colletively,
fays, ¢ their having reftored knowledge
““ and elegance will, in time, obliterate
“ their faults. Their ufurpation, tyranny,
« pride, perfidy, vindittive cruelty, parri-
“ cides, and inceft, will be remembered no

¢ more.
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¢ more.. Tuturc ages wwill Sforget their atro-
““ elous crimes in for nd admiration *!”’ Ought
hiftorians to teach fuch lefloms to Prmces 3
Ought they to be told that < knowledge
¢“ and elegance’’ cannot be bought too dear,
though purchafed by fuch atrocious crimes?
— e illaftrious Houfe of Medici feems
to have revived, in every point of refem-
blance, the Athenian charadter. With one
or two honourable exceptions, it exhibits
the fame union of moral corruption, - with
mental tafte; the fame geﬁius for the arts,
and the fame neglet of the virtues; the
fame polifh, and the fame proﬂwacv' the
fame paffion for learning, and the fame
appetite for pleafure; the fame interchange
of "e& acles and affuflinations; the fame
preference of the beauty of a ftatue to
the life of a citizen. ;

So falfe are the eftimates which have ever
been made of human conduct; fo feldom
has praife been juftly beftowed in this life;

* Noble’s Memoirs of the Huftrious Houfe of
Medici.
{o
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fo many wrong actions not only efcape
cenfure, but are accounted reputable, that
it furnifhes one ftrong argument for a future
retribution. This injuftice of human judg-
ment led even the pagan Plato, in the
perfon of Socrates, to affign, in an ingenious
fition, a reafon why a judgment after
death was appointed. He accounts for the
neceflity of this, by obferving, that in a
preceding period each perfon had been
judged in his fifetime, and by living judges.
The confequence was, that falfe judgments
were continually pafled. The reafon of
thefe unjuft decifions, he obferves, is, that
men being judged in the body, the blemithes
and defeéts of their minds are overlooked,
m confideration of their beauty, their high
rank, or their riches; and their being alfo
furrounded by a multitude who are always
ready to extol their virtues, the judges of
courle are biafled ; and being themfelves
_ alfo in the body, their own minds likewife
" are darkened, Tt was therefore determined,

that
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that men fhould not be called to their
trial till after death, when they fhall ap-
pear before the judge, himfelf a puré
ethereal {pirit, firipped of that body and
thofe ornamental appendages which had
mifled earthly judges*. The fpirit of
this fable is as applicable to the age of
Louis XIV. as it was to that of Alexander,
in which it was written.

- Liberality is a truly royal virtue, a
virtue too, which has its own immediate
reward in the delight which accompaniesits
exercife. All wealth is in order to diffufion.
If novelty be, as has been faid, the great
charm of life, there is no wdy of enjoying
it {o perfectly as by perpetual aés of .be-
neficence. The great become infenfible to
the pleafure of their own affluence, from
having been long ufed to it: but, in the
diftribution of riches, there is always fome-
thing frefh and reviving; and the opulent

* See Guardian, No. 2%.
add
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2dd to their own ftock.of happinefs all that
their bounty beftows on others. It is pity,
therefore, on the mere {core of voluptuouf-
nefs, that neither Vitellius nor Eliogabalus,
nor any of the other imperial gourmands,
was' ever {o fortunate as to find out this
multiplied luxury of ¢ eating with many
mouths at once.”’—Homage muft fatiate, in-
temperance will cloy, fplendour will fatigue;
diffipation exhauft, and adulation furfeit;
but the delights of beneficence will be
always new and refrefhing. And there is
no quality in which a prince has it more in
his power to exhibit a faint refemblance of
that great being, whofe reprefentative he is,
than in the capacity and the love of this
_communicative goodnefs.

But, it is the perfeGtion of the Chriftian
virtues, that they never intrench on each
~other. It is a trite remark, yet a remark
that requires to be repeated, that liberality
lofes the very name of virtue, when it is
pradtifed at the expence of juftice, or even
of prudence. It muft be allowed, that of

all
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all the fpecies of liberality, there is not one
more truly royal than that which fofters
genius and rewards letters,  But the motive
of the patron, and the refources from which
his bounty is drawn, muift determine on
the merit of the action. Feo X. has been
extolled by all 'his hiftorians as a prodigy
of generofity ; a quality, indeed, which
eminently diftinguifhed his whole family :
but the admiration excited by reading the
numberlefls inftances of his munificent
{pirit in remunerating men of talents, will
receive a great drawback, by refleing,
that he drew a large part of the refources
neceflary for his liberality from the feanda-
lous fale of indulgences.  This included
not only felling the good works of the
faints, (of which the church had always an
mexhauftible cheft in hand,) over and above
fuch as were neceflary to their own fal-
vation, to any affluent finner who was rieit
enough to pay for them; not only a full
pardon for all fins paft and prefent of the
living offender, but for al that were to

: come,,
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comte, however great their number or enor-
mous their nature *.

The fplendid pontiff earned an immortal
fame in the grateful pages of thole {cholars
who tafted of his bounty, while, by this
operation of fraud upon folly, the credulous
naltitude were drained of their money,
the ignorant tempted to the boldeflt impiety,
the vicious to the molt unbounded pro-
fligacy, and the meafure of the iniquitics of
the church of Rome was filled up. ’

But Louis XIV. carried this honourable
generofity to an extent unknown before.
He beftowed prefents and penfions on no
lefs than fixty men of the molt eminent
talents and learning in different countries
of Europe. Ox;e is forry to be compelled,

* This munificent pope, not contented with fup-
plying his own wants by this f{piritual traffic, pro-
vided alfo for his relations by fetting them up in the
fame lucrative commerce. His filter Magdalen’s
portion was derived from the large {phere affigned
her for carrying on this merchandize ; her warehoufc
was in Saxony. More diftant relations had {maller
thops in different provinces, for the fale of this popu-
lar commodity.

by
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by truth, to detract from the fplendour of
fuch Dberality, by two remarks. In the
firft place, it is notorious, that the bounty
originated from his having learned that
Cardinal Richelicu had fent large prefents
to many learned foreigners, who had writ-
ten panegyrics on him. Who can help
fufpetting, that the King, lefs patient or lefs
prudent than the Cardinal, was eager to
pay before-hand for his own anticipated
panegyrics ? Secondly, who can help re-
gretting, that the large fums thus liberally
beftowed, had not been partly fubtra&ed
from the expence of his own boundlefs
felf-gratifications, which were at the {ame
time carried on with a profufion without
example ? For Louis was contented with
bringing into aflion a fentiment which
Nero even ventured to put into words,  that
there was no other ufe of treafure but to
{quander it.”” Who can forget that this
money had been extorted from the people,
by every impoft and exadion which Col-
bert, his indefatigable minifter, himfelf a

patron
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patron of genius, could devife? How in-
effectually does the hiftorian and eulogift of
the king labour to vindicate him on this
very ground of profufion, from the imputed
charge of avarice, by ftrangely afferting,
that a king of France, who poffeffes no
income diftin@& from thé revenues of the
ftate, and who only diftributes the public
maoney, cannot be accufed of covetoufnefs |
an apology almoft as bad as the imputed
crime. For, where is the merit of any
liberality which not ouly fubtra&s nothing
from the gratification of the giver, but
which is exercifed at the pofitive expence
of the public comfort * ? =
Colbert

* The perfon who now holds the reing of go-
vernment in a neighbouring nation, is faid fuccefs-
fully to have adopted fimilar meafures. He early
made it his ftudious care to buy up the good report -
of authors and men of talents, knowing mankind
well enough to be affured, that this was the fure and
immediate road to that fame for which he pants.
Near fpectators inftantly dete@ the fallacy; but
ftrangers, as he forefaw, would miftake the adulation
of thefe bribed witnefles for the general opinion 3

BAOL, 11 H the
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Colbert has been even preferred to Sully,
for his zeal in diminifhing peculation and
public abufes. But though Colbert was z
very able minifter, yet there was a wide
difference "between his motives of ation
and: thofe of Sully, and between their ap-
plication of the public money. But, even
the profufenefs of the extortioner Fouquet,
in fquandering the revenues of the ftate as
freely if they had been his own private pro-
perty, is converted by Voltaire into a proof
of the greatnefs of his foul, becaufe his de-
predations were {pent in ats of munificence
and liberality ; as if the beft poffible ap-
plication of money could atone for injuftice
or oppreflion in the acquifition of it !

In how different a mould was the foul
of Guftavus Adolphus caft ! and how much
more correft were the views of that great
king as to the true grounds of liberality :

the aflertion of the declaimer for the fentiment of
the public.. Accordingly, the {ycophantry of the
journalift has been reprefented as the voice of the

people.. )
! as
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as brave a warrior as Charles XII. with-
out-his brutal ferocity ; as liberal as Louis,
without his prodigality ; as zealous a pa-
tron of letters as Henry VIIL without his
vanity |~~He was, indeed, fo warm a friend
to learning, that he eretted {chools, and
founded univerfities, in the very uproar of
war. Thefe he endowed, not by employ-
ing his minifter to levy taxes on the dif-
trefled people; not by exhaufting the fte-
fources of the ftate, meritorious as was the
object to be eftablifhed ; but by converting
to thefe noble inftitutions, almoft all jis
own patrimonial lands of the houfe of
Vafa!

Againft the principles of Voltaire, it is
now {carcely neceflary to caution the young
reader. His difgrace has become almoft
as fignal as his offences ;. his crimes feem
to have procured for his works their juft
reprobation. To enter on a particular cen-
fure of them, might be only to invite our
readers to their perufal ; and, indeed, a
criticifm on his philofophical and innume-

H 2 rable
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-rable mifcellaneous writings, peftilential as
their igeneral principle is, would be foreign
from the prefent purpofe, as there is little
danger that the royal pupil fhould ever be
‘brought within the {phere of their contami-
nation. 1 fhall therefore confine myfelf
to a very few obfervations on his cha-
rater of the king, in the work under
confideration 3 a work which is ftill moft
likely to be read, and which, notwith-
ftanding its faults, perhaps beft deferves a
perufal.—His age of Louis the Fourteenth.
In fumming up the king’s charaéter, he
calls his unbounded profligacy in the va-
riety of his miftrefles, and the ruinous pro-
digality with which they were {upported,
by the cool term of wweaknefs. Voltaire
again does not blufh to. compliment a man,
whofe life was one long tiflue of criminal
attachments, with having ¢ uniformly ob-
ferved the ftricteft rules of decency and
‘decorum towards his wife.” 1lis rancour
againft ‘the Janfenifts ; his unjuft ambition
-and ‘arbitrary temper; his wars, which Vol-
» ' taire
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taire himfelf allows ¢ to have been under-
taken without reafon;’ his cruel ravaging of
the Palatinate with fire and fword, and its
wretched inhabitants driven for fhelter to
woods and dens, and caves of the earth;
his bloody perfecution of the Proteftants, he
calls by the gentle name of /Jittlengffes ; not
forgetting, in the true modern fpirit of
moral calculation, to place in one fcale his
admired qualities of whatfoever clafs, his
beauty, valour, tafte, generofity, and mag-
nificence ; and to throw into the other, his
crimes and vices, which being affumed to
be only littlengfes and weakneffes, it is no
wonder if he glories in the preponderance
of his virtues in the balance.

By thus reducing a mafs of mifchief into
almoft impalpable frailties, and oppofing to-
them, with enthufiaftic rapture, qualities of
no real folidity, he holds out a picture of
royalty too alluring to the unformed judg-
ment of young and ardent readers, to
whom it ought to be explained, that this
tinfel is not gold, that Jes bienfeances are

H 3 not
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‘mot virtues, and that graces of manner are
a poor fubftitute for integrity of heart and
rectitude of conduét.

By the avowal of the fame author, it
was in the very lap of pleafure, when all
was one unbroken {cene of joy, when life
was one perpetual courfe of feftive delight,
mafked balls, pageants, and fpeétacles, that
the Palatinate was twice laid in athes, the
extermination of the Proteftants decreed,
and the deftru&ion of Holland planned.
The latter, not by the fudden ardour of a
vittorious foldiery, but by a cool deliberate
mandate, in a letter under the king’s own
hand.

Voltaire has exprefled his aftonifhment
that thefe decrees, which he himfelf allows
to have been ¢ cruel and mercilefs,” fhould
proceed from the bofom of a court dif
tinguifhed for foftnefs of manners, and funk
in voluptuous indulgences. We might
rather wonder at any fuch expreflion of
aftonithment in fo ingenious a writer, were
we not well ‘affured, that no acutenels of

genius
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genius can give that deep infight into the
human heart, which our religion alone
teaches, in teaching us the corruption of
our nature ;much lefscan it infpire theinfidel
with that quicknefs of moral tafte, which
enables the true difciples of Chriftianity to
appretiate, as if by a natural inftin&, hu-
man charaéters.

It is indeed obvious to all who have found
views of religion, and a true knowledge of
mankind, that this cruelty, fo far from
being inconfiftent with, actually fprung from
that very {pirit of voluptuoufnefs, which, by
concentrating all feeling into fe/f, totally
hardens the heart to the happinefs of others.
Who does not know that a foul diffolved
in {fenfual pleafure, is naturally dead to all
compaflion, and all kindnefs, which has not
fame, or intereft, or felf-gratification, for
its objet? Who are they of whom the
prophet declares, that ¢ they are not moved
by the affli¢tion of their brethren ?”—It
is they ¢ who lie in beds of ivory, that
chaunt to the found of the viol, that drink
wine in bowls, and anoint themf{elves with

H 4 oint-



iIo% OBSERVATIONS ON THE

ointments.” Selfithnefs was the- leading
charge brought by the apoftle againft the
tnemies of religion. It ftands foremoft in
that catalogue of fins affigned by him as the
mark of the apoftate times, that mex Shiuld
be loers of their ownfelves. ’ .
But even without this divine teaching,
Voltaire might have been informed by
general hiftory, of which he was not only
an univerfal reader, but an univerfal writer,
of the natural connexion between defpotifm
and licentioufnefs. The annals of all nations
bear their concurrent teftimony to this glar.
ing trath. It would be endlefs to enume-
rate exemplifications of it from the melan- -
¢holy catalogue of Roman Emperors. Nero,
who 'claims among the monarchs of the
earth the execrable precedency in cruelty,
was fearcely lefs pre-eminent in voluptuoufe
nefs.  Tiberius was as deteftable for pro-
fligacy at Caprea, as infamous for tyranny
at Rome. In the Hhiftory of the Moham-
medan kings, barbatity and felf-indulgence
gerterally bear a pretty exa proportion to
each
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each other. Senfuality and tyranny equally
marked the charatter of our eighth Henry.
Shall we then wonder, if, under Louis, feafts
at Verfailles, which eclipfed all former
{plendour, and decorations at Trianon and
Marli, which exhaufted art, and beggared
invention, were the accompaniments to the
flight, defpair, and execution of the Hugo-
nots ? So exaétly did luxury keep pace with
intolerance,and voluptuoufnefs with cruelty.

Even many of the generally admired
qualities of Louis, which affumed the air of
more folid virtues, were not fterling. His
refolution and {pirit of perfeverance were
nothing better than that obftinacy and felf-
fufficiency, which are the common atti-
butes of ordinary characters. Yet, this
pride and ftubbornnefs were extolled in the
mesafare they were perfifted in, and in pro-
portion to the evils of which they were the
caufe: and his parafites never failed to
elevate thefe defects to the dignity of forti-
tude, and the praife of fumnefs.

CHAP,
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" CHAP." XXIV,

Farther Obfervations on Louis XIV. — An
Lxamination of the Claims of thofe Princes

- awho bave obtained the Appellation of THE
GREAT.

In confidering the chara&er of Louis XIV-
in the foregoing chapter, we are led, by
the impofing appellation of THE crEeaT,
which has been conferred on this monarch,
to inquire how far a paflion for thews and
pageants; a tafte for magnificence and the
polite arts ; a fondnefs for war, the theatre
of which he contrived to make a fcene of
the moft luxurious accommodation ; toge-
ther with a profufe and undiftinguithing
liberality, entitled Louis to that appellation,
which fhould feem to imply the pofleflion
of all thofe heroic qualities, of which he
appears to have been utterly deftitute.

We
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We are aware, that the really heroic
virtues are growing into general difefteem.
The age of chivalry is gone! faid a great
- | genius of our own time ; one who laboured,
~ though with lefs effe@, to raife the {pirit of
true chivalry,as much as Cervantes had done
to lay the falfe. ¢ The unbought grace of
life, the cheap defence of nations, the nurfe
of manly fentiment and heroic enterprize
isypone *1°7

Selfithnefs is {carcely more oppofite to
true religion, than to true gallantry. Men
are not fond of eftablithing a ftandard fo

* We cannot pals over the brilliant paflage of
Mr. Burke, of which this is a part, without hazard-
ing a cenfure on the fentiment which clofes it. He
winds up the paragraph by afferting, that, under the
old fyftem, ¢ vice itfelf loft half its evil by lofing all
its groflnefs.””  Surely one of the great dangers of
vice is its attraiivenefs. Now, is not groflnefs rather
repulfive than attractive? So thought the Spartans,
when they expofed their drunken flaves to the eyes
of their children. Had Mr. Burke faid, that thofe
who add grofliels to vice “make it more odious, it
would have been jut. Not fo, when he declares,
that its abfence mitigates the evil.

much
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much above ordinary praétice. Selfifthnefs
is become fo predominant a principle, ef+
pecially among the rich and luxurious, that
it gives the mind an uneafy fenfation to
look up to models of exalted and difin.
terefted virtue, - Habits of indulgenece cloud
the fpiritnal faculties, and -darken thofe
organs of mental vifion which fhould cen-
template truth with unobftructed diftinG-
nefs. Thus, in charafers which do not
poflels one truly heroic virtue, fuperficial
qualities are blindly adopted as fubftitutes
for real grandeur of mind. ,
But, in purfuing our inquiry into the
claims of thofe Princes who have acquired
the title of THr erEaT, many difficulties
occur. It requires, not only clearnefs of
$ight, but nicenefs of pofition to enable us
0 de:ermine.—-Perhaps the fifty years which
the church of Rome wilely ordained fhould
elapfe, before the allows Inquiries to be
made into the characers of her intended
faints, previous to their canonization, pafs
away to an oppofite purpofe in the cafe of
ambitious



 a
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ambitious princes; and the fame period
which is required to make a faint would
probably unmake a hero, and thus annul
the pofthumous pofleflion of thac claim,
which many living Kings have put in for
the title of the great.

From all that we are able to colle&t of
the annals of fo obfcure a period, it mult
be allowed, that the emperor Charlemagne
appears to have had higher claims to this
appellation, than ‘many on whom we have
been accuftomed to beftow it.  But, while
this illuftrious conqueror gallantly defeated
the renowned pagan Prince and his ‘Saxons;
while he overthrew their temples, deftroyed
their ‘priefts, and abolifhed their worthip ;
—while he ‘made Kings in one country,
and laws in another ;—while he feems to
have governed with juftice, as well his
hereditary realms as thofe which he ob-
- tained by ‘the f{word ;=—while, in a {ubfe-
‘quent engagement with the fame pagan
Prince, he not only obtained frefh con-
quefts, but achieved the nobler vitory of

brin ging
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bringing his captive to embrace Chriftianity,
and to become its zealous defender ; while
he vigoroufly executed, in time of peace,
thofe laws which he enatted even in the
tumult of war;—and while he was the
great reftorer and patron of letters, though
he could not write his name j—and while,
as Alfred is the boaft of the Englith for
having been the founder of their conftitu-
tion by fome of his laws, fo the French
afcribe to Charlemagne the glory of having
firft fuggefted, by thofe learned conferences
which he commanded to be held in his
prefence, the firft idea of their academies
of {ciences and letters s—while he feemed
to poflefs the true notion of royal magni-
ficence, by employing it chiefly as a poli-
tical inftrument *; apq though, for his
various, merits, the ancient Romans would
have deified him, and the French hiftorians
feem to have done little lefs s~=yet,. this

* See the extraordinary account of Charlemagne’s
{plendid reception of the ambaffadors from the Em-

peror of the Eaft,
| deftroyer
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deftroyer of paganifm, this refltorer of
learning, this founder of cities, laws, {chools,
colleges, and churches, by the unprovoked
murder of near five thoufand Saxons, for
no crime but their allegiance to their own
legitimate Prince, muft ever ftand excluded,
by the Chriftian cenfor, from a complete
and unqualified right to the appellation of
the great ; a title to which the pretenfions
of our "Alfred feem to have been, of all
Princes, the leaft queftionable.

In not a few refpects the emperor
Charles V. poflefles a confiderable claim,
while yet there 13 an invincible flaw in his
title.—So eminent in the field as to have
equalled the moft fkilful, and to have van-
quithed the moft fuccefsful, generals of his
age—So able in the cabinet, that he formed
his plans with as much wildom, delibera-
tion, and forefight, as he afterwards exe-
cuted them with promptitude and vigour;
and conftantly manifefting .a prudence
which fecured his fuperiority over his plea-
fure-loving contemporaries, the unguarded

Francis,
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Francis, and the jovial Henry. = But hi¢
principal claim to greatnefs arifes from that
ipecies of wifdom, which his admirable hif-
torian allows him to have poffefled in the
higheft degree ; that fcience which, of all
others, is the moft important in a monarch,
¢ the exa& knowledge of mankind, and
the great art of adapting their talents to
the departments to which he allotted them.
So that he employed,” continues Robert-
fon, “ no general in the field, no minifter
in the cabinet, no ambaflador to a foreign
court, no governor of a province, whofe
abilities were inadequate to the trufft re.
poled in him.” Yet, the grandeur of
Charles, confifted entirely in the capacity
of his mind, without any confonant quali-
ties of the heart. And, it was the misfor.
tune of this renowned politician and warrior
to fail of the character of true greatnefs,
alike when he purfued; and when he re.
nounced, human glory ; to err, both when
he fought happinefs in the turmoil of war
and politics, and when he at laft looked

for
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for it, in the quiet thelter of religious
retreat. - In the latter, his object was indeed
far more pure; but his purfuit was almoft
equally miftaken. In the buftling fcenes |
of life, he was fullen, cruel, infidious, ma-
- lignant; the terror of mankind by his
ambition, the fcourge of proteftantifm by
his intolerance. In his folitude, he was
the tormentor of himfelf, by unhappily
miftaking fuperftitious obfervances for re-
pentance, and uncommanded aufterities for
religion. |

Who can figure to himfelf 2 more truly
pitiable ftate, than that of a capacious
mind, which, after a long poffeflion of the
plenitude of power, and an unbounded
field for the indulgence of ambition, begins
to difcover the vanity of its loftieft aims,
and actually refolves to renounce its pur-
{uits, but without fubﬁituting in its ftead
any nobler obje&, without replacing the
difcarded attachment with any better pur-
fuit, or any higher hope? To abandon
what may almoft be called the empire of

MOLe AL 1 this
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this world, without a well-grounded expec-
tation of happinefs in the world to come !
To renounce the full-blown honours of
earthly glory, without any reafonable hope
of that glory which fadeth not away ; this
perhaps is, of all human conditions, that
which excites the deepeflt commiferation in
the bofom of a Chriftian !

There are few things which more
frikingly evince the value of true religion,
than the defpondency and mifery experi-
enced by great, but perverted minds, when,
after a long and fuccefsful courfe of ambi-
tion, they are thus brought to a deep feel-
ing of its emptinefs. Alexander weeping -
for more worlds ! Dioclefian weary of that
imperial power, which had been exercifed
in afts of tyranny and perfecution ; abdi-
cating his throne, and retiring to labour
in a little garden at Salona, forgetting that
{olitude requires innocence to make it
pleafant, and piety to make it profitable !
And though the retreat was voluntary,
and though he deceived himfelf in the firft

: moments
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moments of novelty, by declaring that he
found more pleafure in cultivating cabbages,
than in governing Rome; yet, he foon
gave the lie to this boalt, by terminating
his life in a way more congenial to the
manner in which it had been fpent, by
poifon, or madnefs, or, as fome aflert, by
both.—The emperor Charles, after having
for a long feries of years alarmed and
agitated Europe by his reftlefs ambition,
yet, jult when its objects were accomplifhed,
flying to a gloomy retreat, devoting him.
felf to fevere aufterities, and ufelefs {elf.
difcipline, and mournfully acting the weak,
but folemn farce of his own living
funeral ! .

How does the refleing mind regret,
that thefe great, but mifguided Princes,
Charles efpecially, in whofe heart deep re-
morfe feems to have been awakened, thould
fail finally of that only confolation which
could have poured balm into thejr aching
bofoms, and adminiftered relief fo their
lacerated confciences ! Had Charles, inftead

12 of



116 ON PRINCES WHO HAVE OBTAINED

of clofing his days with ignorant and
bigotted monks, been furrounded by en-
lightened Chriftians, they would have pre-
vented his attempting to heal his wounded
{pirit by fruitlefs and unexpiating felf-inflic-
tions. Inftead of “ laying this flattering
unétion to his foul,” he might have been
led to found and rational repentance. His
wearyand heayy-laden fpirit might have been
conduéted thither, where alone true reft is to
be found. He might have been directed to
the only fure fource of pardon for fin, and
have clofed his guilty and perturbed life with
a hope full of immortality. Peace might
have been reftored to his mind, not by
leflening his fenfe of his own offences, but,
on the only true ground, by exalting the
mercies of God, as dilplayed in the Chrif-
tian difpenfation. oo

It muft be confefled, however, that there
feems to be fomething {ublime in the mo-
tive of his abdication, as far as related to
himfelf.  Yet, might he not far better have

made his peace with Heaven, by remaining
on
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on a throne, where he would have retained
the power of making fome compenfation
to the world, for the wrongs which he had
done it; and of holding out his protection
to the reformed faith, of which he had
been fo unrelenting an enemy, and to
which his dying fentiments are fufpected
to have been favourable ?

From a view of fuch ftriking examples,
one important leflon is held out to Princes,
in the bloom of life, who have yet their
path to chufe in the world that lies before
them. It is this—Though it is good to
repent of ambition and injuftice, it is ftill
better never to have been guilty of either.

If we were to eftimate the true greatnefs
of a Prince, not fo much by the virtues
attached to his own perfonal character, as
by the effetts which the energy of that
charaéter produced on the moft enormous
empire in the world, there is, perhaps, no
monarch ancient or modern, who could
produce a fairer claim to the title of great,
than Peter the Firft, emperor of Ruflia.

13 It
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It was faid of Auguftus, that he had found
Rome built of brick, and had left it of
marble. It may be faid, with more truth
of Peter, that he found Mufcovy a land of
favages, and leftit aland of men ; of beings
at leaft rapidly advancing, in confequence
of his exertions, to that charaéter.

This Monarch early gave many of thofe
fure indications of a great capacity, which
confift in catching from the moft trivial
circumftances hints for the moft important
eﬁterprifes. The cafual fight of a Dutch
veflel from a fummer-houfe on one of his
lakes, fuggefted at once to his creative mind
the firft idea of the navy of Ruffia.—The
accidental difcourfe of a foreigner of no
great note, in which he intimated, that
there were countries in a ftate of know-
ledge, light, and comfort, totally diffimilar
to the barbarifm and mifery of Ruffia,
kindled in the Czar an inftantaneous wifh
to {ee and judge of this difference for him-
{felf; not merely as a matter of curiofity,
but with a refolution to bring home what-

ever
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ever advantages he might find abroad.
With the fame inftin¢tive greatnefs, his
natural dread of the fea, which was extreme,
was made at once to give way, when
voyages of improvement were to be made
abroad, or a marine eftablifhed at home.
Having reflolved to procure for his
country this neceflary inftrument of ftrength
and defence, a navy ; fired by true genius
and genuine patriotifm, he quitted for
a time his throne and country, not like
Sefoftris, Alexander, or Cefar, to defpoil
other nations, but to acquire the beft means
of improving his own.—Not like Nero, to
fiddle to the Athenians; not like Dioclefian
to raife coleworts in Dalmatia ; not like
Charles V. to bury himfelf in a monaftic
cell in Spain, torturing his body for the
{ins of his foul ; not like Chriftina, to dif-
' culs at Rome, and intrigue at Verfailles ;
but having formed the grand defign of
giving laws, civilization, and commerce to
his valt, unwieldy territory; and being aware
that the brutal ignorance of his barbarous
T fubjects
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fubjects wanted to be both ftimulated and
initru€ted ; he quitted his throne for a time,
only that he might return more worthy to
fill it. e travelled, not to feaft his eyes
with pictures, ‘or his ears with mufic, nor
to diffolve his mind in pleafures, but to
ftudy laws, politics, and arts. Not only to
fcrutinize men and manners with the eye
of a politician, which would have fufficed
for the monarch of a polifhed ftate; but,
remembering that he reigned over a peo-
ple rude, even in the arts of ordinary life,
he magnanimoufly ftooped, not only to
ftudy, but to pradife them himfelf. He
not only examined docks and arfenals
with the eye of an engineer, but laboured
in them with the hand of a mechanic. He
was a carpenter in Holland, a thipwright
in Britain, a pilot in both. His pleafures
had a relith of his labours. The king of
England, apprized of his tafte, entertained
him, not with a mafquerade, but a naval
combat.  Previous to this, he had entered

upon his military career in Ruffia, where
he
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he fet out by taking the loweft fituation in
his own regiment, and would accept of no
rank, but as he obtained it by deferving it.
Accordingly, he filled fucceflively every
ftation in the army from the drummer to
the general ; intending hereby to give his
proud and ignorant nobility a living leflon,
that defert was the only true road to mili-
tary diftinttions.

We muft not determine on the greatnefs
of a fovereign’s charater entirely by the
degree of civilization, morals, and know-
ledge, which his people may be found to
have reached after his death: but, in
order to do full juftice to his charatter, we
muft exaltly appreciate the ftate in which
he found, as well as that in which he
left them. For, though they may be ftill
far behind the fubjects of neighbouring
ftates, yet that meafure of progrefs which
they will have made, under fuch a monarch
as Peter, will reflect greater honour on the
king, than will be due to the fovereign of
2 much more improved people, who finds

them
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them already fettled in habits of decency
and order, and in an advanced ftate of
arts, manners, and knowledge.

. The genius of Peter was not a vifionary
gerius, indulging romantic ideas of chime-
rical perfe@ion, but it was a great praftical
underftanding, realizing by its energy what-
ever his genius had conceived. Patient
under difficuliies, cheerful even under the
lofs of battles, from the conviction that the
rough ' implements, with which he muit
hereafter work his way to vitory, could
only learn to conquer by being firft defeated,
he confidered every aflion in which he
was worfted, as a {chool for his barbarians.
It was this perfeverence under failures,
which paved the way for the decifive vic.
tory at Pultewa, the confummation of his
military - chara@er.ss \His condu:to the
Swedith officers, his prifoners, was fuch as
would have done honour to a general of
the moft polithed ftate.

He manifefted another indifputable proof
of greatnefs in his conflant preference .of
utility
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utility to fplendour, and in his indifference
to fhew and decoration. The qualities
which this Prince threw away, as beneath
the attention of a great mind, were pre-
. cifely fuch as a tinfel hero would pick up,
on which to build the reputation of great-
nefs.

With this truly vigorous and original
mind, with an almoft unparallelled ativity
and zeal, conftantly devoted to all the true
ends which a patriot king will ever keep in
view—it is yet but too obvious, why the
emperor Peter failed of completely deferv-
ing the title of #/e great. This monarch
prefents a freth exemplification of the
dorine which we have fo frequently
brought forward, the ufe which Providence
makes of erring men to accomplith great
purpofes. - He affords a melancholy in-
{tance how far a Prince ¢ may reform a
people, without reforming himfelf.” A
remarlk, indeed, which Peter had the honefty
and good fenfe to make, but without hay-
ing the magnanimity to profit by his own

obfervation.
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obfervation. Happy for fociety, that fuch
inftruments are raifed up ! Happy were it
for themfelves, if a fll higher principle
directed their exertions ; and if, in fo effen-
tially ferving mankind, they afforded a
reafonable ground of hope that they had
faved themfelves ! |

This monarch, who, like Alexander,
perpetuated his name by a fuperb city
which he built; who refined barbarifm
nto policy, who fo far tamed the rugged
genius of an almoft polar clime, as not only
to plant arts and manufatures, but col-
leges, academies, libraries, and obfervato-
ries, in that frozen foil, which had hitherto
fcarcely given any figns of intellectual life!
who improved, not only the condition of
the people, but the ftate of the church, and
confiderably raifed its religion, which was
before fearcely Chriftianity 5 this founder,
this reformer, was himfelf intemperate, and
violent, fenfual, and cruel, a {flave to
paflions and appetites as grofs as could

have been indulged by the rudeft of
the
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the Mufcovites before he had civilized
them ! |

If the true grandeur of a Prince confiits,
_not in adding to his territory by conquelt ;
not in enriching it by plunder; not in
adorning it by treafures wrung from the
hard hand of induftry; but in converting
" a negle&ted wafte into a cultivated country ;
in peopling and rendering fruitful a land
defolated by long calamities ; in preferving
peace in his fmall ftate, when all the great
{tates of Europe were ravaged by war; in
reftoring plenty to a famifhed people, and
raifing a deprefled nobility to affluence ; in
paying the debts of a ruined gentry, and giv-
ing portions to their daughters; in promoting
virtue, literature, and fcience ; in making it
the whole objeét of his reign to render his
{ubjeéts richer, happier, and better than he
found them ; in declaring that he would
not reign @ moment longer than he thought be
could be doing good to his pesple,—then was

Leopold, fovereign of the fmall dukedom
of
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*

of Lorrain, more juftly entitled to the
appellation of zhe great, than the Alexan-
ders, the Czfars, and the Louis’s, who
filled the page of hiftory with praifes and
the world with tears *,

If Guftavus Adolphus puts in his un-
difputed claim to the title of zhe great, it
1s not merely becaufe of his glorious vic-
tories at the battles of Leipfic and of
Litzen; but becaufe that amidft the din
of arms, and the tumult of thofe battles,
he€ was never diverted from {natching fome
portion of every day for prayer, and read-
ing the Scriptures. It is becaufe, with all
his high fpirit, he was fo far from thinking
it derogated from the dignity of a gentle-
man, or the honour of an officer, to refufe
a challenge, that he punithed with death
whoever prefumed to decide a quarrel with
the {word; to prevent the neceflity of
which he made a law, that all difputes

- * See Siécle de Louis X1V, for a fuller account
of Leopold. :

fhould
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fhould be fettled by a court of honour *.
He deferved the appellation of greaz, when
he wifhed to carry commerce to the Weft
Indies, that he might carry thither allo by
thofe means the pure dottrines of the re-
formation. He deferved it, when he in-
vited by an edi& all the perfecuted pro-
teftants from every part of Europe, to an
afylum in Sweden, offering them not only
an immunity from taxes, but full permiffion
to return home when the troubles of their
refpective countries thould be healed.
When fuch was the union of piety and
heroifm in the gallant monarch himfelf, it
was the lefs wonderful to find the fame
rare combination in the aflociates of his

* The King of France, at this fame military period,
feverely prolibited duelling, the practice of which
he was fo far from confidering as an indication of
courage, that he took a folemn oath to beltow re-
wards on fuch military men as had THE courac:
TO REFUSE A CHALLENGE. It was an indication,
that this Prince underflood wherein true magnani-
mity confifted. Seealfo Sir Francis Bacon’s charge
when attorney general, againft duels.

triumphs.
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triumphs.  Hence, the pious meditations of
the celebrated leader of the Scotch brigade *
in the fervice of Guftayus! Compofitions
which would fearcely be a difcredit to a
father of the church, and which exalt hig
charatter as highly in a religious and moral
view, as it was raifed, by his bravery and
fkill in war, in the annals of military
glory.

If Alexander deferved the title in quef:
tion, it was when he declared in a letter to
his immortal mafter, that /e thought it a truer
glory 1o excel in knowledge than in power.
His generous treatment of the family of
the conquered Darius was, perhaps, eclipfed
by the equally magnanimous, and more
difinterefted moderation of our own heroic
Edward the Black Prince to the captive
king of France, This gallant Prince feems
to have merited, without obtaining, the
appellation of the great.

But, if {plendid parade and coftly mag-
mficence be really confidered as unequivo-

* Monro.
cal
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cal proofs of exalted greatnefs, then muft
the Trajans, the Guftavus’s, the Alfreds,
the Peters, the Williams, and .the Eliza-
beths, fubmit their claims to this appella-
tion to thofe of Louis XIV. Louis him-
felf muft, without conteft, yield the palm
of greatnels to Pope Alexander the Sixth,
and Czfar Borgia ; and they, in their turn,
muft hide their diminifhed heads, in reve-
rence to the living exhibitor of the, late
furpafling pomp and unparalleled pageantry
in a neighbouring nation, difplayed in the
molt gorgeous and coftly farce that. was
ever atted before the aftonifhed and indig-
nant world !

If, to ufe the very words of the hiftorian
and panegyrift of Louis, ¢ to defpoil, dif-
turb, and humble almoft all the ftates of
Europe,”—if this appeared in, the eyes of
that panegyrift a proof of greatnefs ; in the
eye of reafon and humanity, fuch a courfe
of condu& will rather appear . infolence,
injuftice, and oppreflion. Yet, as fuch ir-
religious authors commonly conneét . the

VOL. If. K 1dea
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idea of glory with that of fuccefs, they
themfelves ought not to vindicate it even on
their own principle of expediency; fince this
paflion for falfe glory, carried to the laft
excefs, became, at length, the means
of ftirring up the other European powers ;
the refult of whofe confederacy terminated
in the difgrace of Louis. '

If ever this vain-glorious Prince appeared
truly great, it was in his dying {peech to
his infant fucceflor, when, taking him in
his arms, he magnanimoufly intreated him
not to follow his example, in his love of
war, and his tafte for expence ; exhorting
him to follow moderate counfels, to fear
God, reduce the taxes, fpare his fubjeéts,
and to do whatever he himfelf had not
done to relieve them. :

“In like manner, our illuftrious Henry V.
in the midft of his French conqueits, con-
~ quelts founded on injuftice (unpopular as -
is the aﬂertlon to an Englifh ear), never fo
truly deferved to be called the great, as in

that beautiful inftance of his reverence for
the
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‘the laws, when he fubmitted, as Prince of
'Wa‘ies, to the miagiftrate, who put him
‘under confinement for fome irregularities 5
‘as when, afterwdrds; ds fovereign, he not
-only pardoned, ‘bit’ ¢commended and pro-
‘moted him. :

- If ever Henry IV. of France pecuhaxly
deferved  the appellation of great, it was
-after the viGtory at Coutras, for that noble
‘magnanimity in the very moment of con-
quelt, which compelled a pious divine, then
prefent, to exclaim—¢¢ Happy and highly
favoured of heaven is that Prince, whe
fees at his feet his enemies humbled by
the hand of God; his table furrounded by
~his prifoners, his room hung with the
enfigns of the vanquithed, without the
flighteft emotion of wvanity or infolence !
who can maintain, in the midft of fuch
glorious fuccefles, the fame moderation
with which he has borne the fevereft ad-
verfity I”—He deferved it, when, as he was
befieging Paris, which was perithing with

K 2 faminey
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famine, he commanded the befiegers to
admit fupplies to the befieged.—He de-
ferved it, at the battle of Ivri, not when
he gallantly ordered his foldiers to follow
‘his white plume, which ‘would be the fig-
nal of vi€tory, nor afterwards, when that
victory was complete; but it was, when
juft before the engagement, he made a
folemn renunciation of ‘his own might
and his own wildom, and fubmitted the
event to God in this incomparable prayer :

¢ O Lord 'God of Hofts, who haft in
thy hand all events; if thou knoweft that
my reign will promote thy glory, and the
fafety of thy people ; if thou knoweft that_
I have no other ambition, but to advance
the honour ‘of thy name, and the good of
this ftate, favour, O great God, the juftice
of my arms. But if thy good Providence
has decreed otherwife ; if thou feeft that I
thould prove one of thofe kings whom
‘thou givelt in thine anger ; take from me,

'O merciful God, my life and my crown.
Make
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Make me this day a facrifice to thy will ;
let my death end the calamities of my
country, and let my blood be the laft that

fhall be {pilt in this quarrel.”—

O fi fic omnia !

X 3 CHAP.
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CHAP. R Vi
Baok;. :

5 CONVERSATION,” fays the fagacious
 Verulam, ¢¢ makes 2 ready man.” It is,
indeed, one of the pradtical ends of ftudy,
It draws, the powers of the underftanding
into exercife, and brings into circulation
the treafures which the memory has been
amafling. Converfation will be always an
inftrument particularly important for the
cultivation of thofe talents which may one
day be brought into public exercife, And
as it would not be eafy to ftart profitable
topics of difcourfe between the pupil and
thofe around her, without inventing fome
hittle previous introduétion, it might not be
ufelefs to fuggeft a fimple preparation for
the occafional difcuflion of topics, fome-
what above the ordinary caft of familiar
intercow fe’

To
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To burthen the memory with a load of
dry matter would, on the one hand, be
dull; and with a mafs of poetry, which fhe
can have little occafion to ufe, would, on
the other, be fuperfluous. But, as the un-
derftanding opens, and years advance,
might fhe not occafionally commit to me-
mory, from the beft authors in every de-
partment, one fele¢t paffage, one weighty
fentence, one firiking precept, which, in
the hours devoted to fociety and relaxation,
might form a kind of thefis for interefting
converfation. For inftance, a fhort {peci-
men of eloquence from South, or of rea-
foning from Barrow; a detached reflec-
tion on the analogy of religion to the con-
ftitution of nature from Butler ; a political
charadter from Clarendon; a maxim of
prudence from the proverbs ; a precept of
government from Bacon; a moral docu-
ment from the Rambler; a paffage of
ancient hiftory from Plutarch ; a fketch of
national manners from Goldfmith’s Travel
ler, or of individual character, from the

‘ 7 T Vanity
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Vanity of Human Withes ; an aphorifm on
the coritempt of riches from Seneca, or a
paragraph on the wealth of nations from
Adam Smith; a rule of conduét from Sir
Matthew Hale, or a fentiment of benevo-
lence from Mr, Addifon ; a devout conw
templation from bithop Hall, or a principle
of tafte’ from’ Quintilian ; an opinion on'
the law of nations from Vattel, or on the
law of England from Black{tone, ,

Might not any one of the topics, thus
fuggefted by the recitation of a fingle paf-
fage, be made the ground of a fhort ra-
tional' converfation, without the formality of
debate, or the folemnity of an academical
difputation ? Perfons naturally get a cuftom'
of réa'ding with more fedulous attention,
when they expect to be called upon to pro-
duce the fabftance of what they have read ;
and in order to prevent defultory and un-
fettled habits, it Would be well; on thefe
é"éf‘cé?ﬁbns', to tie the mind down to the one
felegted fopic, 48 not to allow if o wwan.
der from the point under confideration.

- This
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"This practice, fteadily obferved, would
ftrengthen the faculties of thinking and
reafoning, and confequently highly im-
prove the powers of converfation.

Of books a confiderable number, befides
thofe in the foregoing paffage, has already
been fuggefted. But, though we have
ventured to recommend many works which
feemed peculiarly applicable to the prefent
purpofe, we do not prefume to point out
any thing like a fyftematic courfe of reading.
This will be arranged by far abler judges,
efpecially in that moft important inftance,
the choice of books of divinity. In a lan-
guage fo abounding as the Englith with the
treafures of theological compofition, the
difficulty will confift, not in finding much
that is excellent, but in felecting that
which unites the moft excellencies.

Of elementary books which teach the
firft rudiments of Chriftianity, there 1s no
doubt but the belt ufe has been already
made. In aid of thefe, the deepeft and
moft impreffive knowledge will be com-

municated
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municated to the mind, by familiar collo."
quial explanation of every portion of Scrip-
ture, daily, asitisread. Such an habitual,
and, at the fame time, clear and fimple expo--
fitlon, would tend to do away the moft
material of thofe difficulties, and ob{curities, -
with which the facred writings are charged,
and which are commonly pleaded as a
reafon for not puttin g them, in their genuine
- form, into the hands of youth. There is
no book whatever which affords more
matter for interefting and animated conver-
fation ; and for variety, there is no book
which Is 2t all comparable to it. It were
to be wifhed, that the facred volume were
fiot too generally made to give way to
hiftories and expofitions of the Bible.
‘thefe lalt are excellent fubordinate aids;
but it is to be feared that they are fome-
times almoft exclufively adopted, to the
neglect of the Bible itfelf, Thus the mere
faéts and incidents being retained, {eparated
from the doctrines, fentiments, and pre-
cepts, which, like a golden thread, run .

through
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through every part of the hiftory, and are
every where interwoven with its texture;
and the narrative being alfo ftripped of its
venerable phrafeology and touching {tyle,
the Bible is robbed of its principal charm ;
and the devotional and hiftorical 1ideas
being thus feparated, the impreffion both
on the memory and the feelings becomes
much weakened.—Our remarks on the
Scripture itfelf we fhall referve for a future
chapter. ! salevsd ‘
It has been a rule obferved throughout
this work, to forbear naming living authors,
except incidentally in one or two inftances.
'This rule, which was adopted from delicacy,
is at prefent become. inconvenient, as it
prevents our giving highly merited com-
mendation to yarious religious works, of
almoft every defcription ; to critical as well
as pratical elucidations of Scripture’;—to
'I'reatifes on the internal principles,’ and on
the duties of .religion ; on the efficacy, as
well as the evidences, of Chriftianity; works
not lefs admirable in point of compofition,
than
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than eftimable for their fubftantial worth ;
and which will inevitably be adopted, as
the royal education advances. :

We would only prefume to offer one
remark on the ftudy of divines, whether
ancient or modern, A luminous ftyle,
and a perfpicuous expreflion, will caft a
luftre on the brighteft truths, and render
grave and ferious fubjeé&s more engaging
and impreflive. To the young, thefe attrac-
tions are particularly neceflary.  Yet, in
the difcourfes to Dbe perufed, one principle
of feletion fhould be obferved. The
graces of language fhould never be con-
fidered as an equivalent for g found prin-
ciple.  Differtations or fermons fhould not
be preferred for having more fmoothnefs
than energy, for being more alluring than
awakening; nor becaufe they are calculated
to make the reader fatisfied rather than {afe.
The diftinguifhing charaers of Chriftianity,
both in do&trine and practice, tfhould al-
ways be confidered as the moft indifpenfa-
ble requifite. For the abfence of the great

funda-
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fundamental truths of our religion, no in-
genuity of -thought, no elegance of ftyle,
no popularity of the author can atone. A
fplendid -dittion is a pleafing ornament,
but it thould never be ufed as an inftrument
for lowering the ftandard of religious truth.
Happily we are not “wanting .in divines,
living -and dead, who unite all the required
excellencies.

Of moral writers we {hall {peak hereafter.
—Next to hiftory, biography muft be con-
fidered as ufeful. Thofe who have pro-
perly feleGted, and judicioufly written the
lives of eminent -perfons, have performed
the office of inftru&ion, without affluming
the dignity of inftru&ors. “Well-chofen
and well-written’ lives would form a valu-
able fubftitute for no fmall portion of thofe
works of imagination, which fteal away the
hearts '‘and time of our youth. Novels,
were there no other objettion to' them,
however ingenioufly they ‘may be written,
as they exhibit only fictitious characters,
alting in fictitious {cenes, on fittitious occa-

fions,
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fions, and being fometimes' the work of
writers, who rather guefs what the world
is, than defcribe it from thejr own know-
ledge, can never give fo vivid a pifture of
life and manners, as is to be found in the.
memoirs of men who were actual performers
on the great ftage of the world. We may
apply to many of thefe fabricators of ad.
ventures what Lord Bacon fays, when he
~ Tegrets that philofophers, ignorant of real
bufinefs, chofe to write about legiflation,
inftead of ftatefmen, whofe proper office it
was.—¢ They make,” fays he, ““‘imaginary
laws for imaginary commonwealths.””

Of this engaging fpecies of literature,
biography, it is to be regretted, that we de.
not poffefs more lives of diftinguithed men,
written with a view to moral inftruétion, in
the manner of thofe of bithop Burnet, and
Ifaac Walton.  The lives of the bifhop are
ferioufly inftru&ive, as well as highly in-
terefting.  Of Walton’s, it is difficult to
fay, whether they are more amufing or in-
forming.

Voyages
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7 Voyages and: travels -allo- will form a
wery neceflary clafs of books ; but fome of
the more recent works of this kind are fo
interlarded with ‘infidelity, and, under the
mafk of ridiculing popery, aim fo many
Aide-ftrokes at Chriftianity itfelf ; and many,
efpecially of the modern French travels, are
-exceptionable, not only for their impiety,
but on fo many other accounts, that they
will require to be felefted with the niceit
difcrimination. - Qur own language, how-
ever, can boaflt many valuable works of
this kind, which are clear of thefe offences.
Voyages of difcovery, though perhaps lefs
interefting to ordinary readers, will be pe-
_culiarly fuited to the royal pupil ; efpecially
thofe which have been undertaken, greatly
to his honour, by command of his prefent
Majefty, and which contain the difcoveries
atually made in the hitherto unexplored
-parts of the {fouthern hemifphere.

 TELEMACHUS.

Among works of imagination, there are
Jome peculiarly fuited to the royal pupil.

She
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She fhould never, it is prefumed, perufe
any authors below thofe who have always
been confidered as ftandards in their re-
fpedtive ‘departments. With the talents
which the is faid to poffefs, fhe will foon
‘be competent to underftand great part of a
work, which, though it ranks in the very

irft clafs of this fpecies of compofition, has,
it is to be feared, fallen into unjuft difregard
from its having been njudicioufly employed
by teachers as the firft book in acquiring
the French language. The fine fentiments
1t contains have been overlooked, while
only the facility of the ftyle has been con-
fidered. Telemachus is a noble political
romance, delightful ‘to every reader, but
Ipecifically adapted for what indeed was its
original obje&t, to'form the charaer of a
Prince. Itis free from the moral defeéts
of the claflic poets, whofe very ‘deities  are
commonly exhibited with a grofinefs dan-
gerous to the modelty of youth. Fenelon,
while, with a true tafte, he never puts any
thing into their mouths incompatible with
the Grecian fable, never fails to give the
2 imperfet
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imperfe&t pagan moral a tincture of Chrifs
tian purity. The fineft precepts are illuf-
trated by the moft inftrutive examples ;
and every royal duty is, as it were, per-
fonified. Hismoralityis every where founded
on the eternal principles of truth and juf:
tice. He refers all goodnefs to God, as its
origin and end. He exhibits a uniform
leffon of the duty of facrificing private in-
terelt to public good, and of forgetting
ourfelves in the love of our country. He
reconciles the foundeft policy with the
moft undeviating integrity, and puts to
thame thole, otherwife admirable writers
of our own time, who have laboured to
eftablifh the dangerous doétrine of expe-
diency at the expence of immutable juftice
and everlafting truth.—From Telemachus
fhe will learn, that the true glory of a king
is to make his people good and happy.
That his authority is never fo fecure as
when it is founded on the love of his fub-
jetts; and that the fame principles which
promote private virtue, advance public

VOL. 11. i happinefs.
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happinefs. He teaches carefully to diftin-
guith between good and bad governments ;
delivers precepts for the philofophical, the
warlike, the pacific, and the legiflative
king ; and fhews the comparative value of
agriculture, of commerce, of educalioﬁ,
and of arts ; of private juftice, and of civil
polity.  His defcriptions, comparifons, and
narratives, inftead of being merely amufing,
are always made to anfwer fome beneficial
purpofe. And, as there is no part of pub-
lic duty, fo there is no circumftance of
private condu, which has been overlooked.
Thedangersof felf-confidence; thecontempt
of virtuous counfels; the perils of fa-
vouritifm ; the unworthinefs of ignoble
purfuits ; the mifchiefs of difproportionate
connetions ; the duty of inviolable fidelity
to engagements, of moderation under the
moft profperous, and of firmnefs under the
moft adverfe circumitances; of patience and
forbearance, of kindnefs and gratitude; all
thefe are not fo much animadverted on, as

exemplified in the moft impreffive inftances.
7 Children
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Children love ficion. It is often a
mifleading tafte. Of this tafte Fenelon has
availed himfelf, to convey, under the elegant
thelter of the Greek mythology, {entiments
and opinions which might not otherwife fo
readily have made their way to the heart.
The {trict maxims of government, and high
{ftandard of public virtue, exhibited in Tele-
machus, excited in the jealous mind of the
reigning King of France, a dread that if
- thofe notions thould become popular, that
work would hereafter be confidered as a
fatire on his own conduét and government,
on his fondnefs for grandeur, for plealure,
for glory, and for war ; fo that it has been
fuppofed probable, that Fenelon’s theologi-
cal works, for which he was difgraced,
were only made the pretext for punithing
him for his political writings.

The Cyropzdia of Xenophon it may be
thought out of date to recommend ; but
genius and virtue are never antiquated.
This work may be read with advantage,
not as an entirely authentic hiftory, which

i) is
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is a more than doubtful point, but as a
valuable moral work, exhibiting a lively
image of royal virtue, and fhewing, in al-
moft all refpects, what a fovereign ought
to be.—The Princes of Xenophon and of
Fenelon are models. The ¢ Prince ” of
Machiavel is a being elaborately trained in
every art of political and moral corruption.
The lives of the pupils are the beft comment
on the works of the refpe&ive authors.—
Fenelon produced Telemaque and the duke
of Burgundy —Machiavel, ¢ il Pl‘lﬁClpe
and Cefar Borgla'

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXVL

Of periodical Effay Writers, particularly
Addifon. and Fobnjon.

1o hardly any fpecies of compofition has
the  Britifh public been more fignally in-
debted than to the periodical Effay; and,
;perhaps, it was only from the Britith prefs,
that fuch a publication could have iffued.
The "attempt to elicit mental appetite, by
furnithing, from day to day, intellectual
aliment of fuch  peculiar frefhnefs, muft
have been fatally obftruéted by any jealoufy
of fuperintendence, or formality of licenfing.
'The abufe of the prefs is to be deplored as
a calamity, and punithed as a crime. But
let neither Prince nor people forget the
providential bleflings which have been
derived to both from its conftitutional -
liberty. As this was one of the invaluable
effeéts of the revolution in 1688, fo perhaps

53 no
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no other means more contributed to carry
the bleflings of that period to their confum-
mate eftablifhment, in the acceflion of the
houfe of Brunfwick.

'The two writers who have moft - emi.
nently diftinguithed themfelves in this path.
of literature, are Addifon and Johnfon.
At a period when religion was held in
more than ufual contempt, from its having
been recently abufed to the worft purpofes;
and ‘when' the higher walks of life ftill ex-
hibited- that diffolutenefs which the profli-
gate reign of the fecond Charles had made
fo dephorably fathionable, Addifon feems to
have been raifed by Providence for the
double purpofe of improving the public
talte, and  corre@ing the public morals.
As the powers of the imagination had, in
the preceding period, been peculiarly
abufed to the purpofes of vice, it was
Addifon’s great obje& to fhew that wit and
impurity had no neceflary conne&ion. He
not only evinced this by his reafonings,
but ke fo exemplified it in his own compo-
y fitions,
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fitions, as to become in a fhort time more
generally ufeful, by becoming more popu-
lar than any Englith writer who had yet
appeared.  This well-earned celebrity he
endeavoured to turn to the beft of all pur-
pofes; and his fuccefls was fuch as to prove,
that genius is never fo advantageouily em-
ployed as in the fervice of virtue, nor in-
fluence fo well direGted ‘as in rendering
piety fafhionable. At this diftance, when
Almoft all authors have written the better
becaufe Addifon wrote firft, and when the
public tafte which he refined has become
competent, through that refinement, to
crificife its benefador, it is not eafy fully
to appreciate the value of ‘Addifon. To
" do this, we muft attend to the progrefs of
Englifh literature, and make a comparifon
between him and his predeceflors.

But noble as the views of Addifon were,
and happily as he has, m general, accom- -
plithed what he intended ; the praife which
juftly belongs to him muft be qualified by
the avowal, that it does not extend to

gL every”
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every paffage which he has written. From
the pernicious influence of thofe very man.
ners which it was his obje& to corre&,
fome degree of taint has occafionally af-
fected his own pages, which will make it
neceflary to guard the royal pupil from a
wholly promifcuous perufal.. It is, how-
ever, but juftice to add, that the few in.
ftances referred to, however exceptionable,
are of fuch a kind as rather to expofe him
to the charge of inadvertence, or momen-
tary levity, than of any unfixednefs of
principle, much lefs any - depravity of
heart.

Of all the periodical works, thofe of
Johnfon, in point of ftri& and undeviating
moral purity, unqueftionably ftand higheft.
Every page is invariably delicate. It Is,
therefore, the rare praife of this author,
that the moft vigilant preceptor may com-
mit his voluminous works into the hands
of even his female pupil, without caution,
limitation, or referve ; fecure that fhe can-
not ftumble on a pernicious {entiment, or

rife
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rife from the perufal with the flightelt taint
of immorality. Even in his dittionary,
moral re&itude has not only been fcrupu-
loufly maintained, but, as far as the nature
of the work would admit, it has - been
afliduoufly inculcated.! In the authorities
which he has adduced, he has collected,
with a difcrimination which can never bé
enough admired, a countlefs multitude of
the moft noble fentences which Englith
literature afforded ; yet he has frequently —
contented himfelf with inftances borrowed
from inferior writers, when he found {ome
paflage, which at once fervcd his purpofe,
and that of religion and morality ; and
allo, as he declared himfelf, left he fhould
rifk contamihating the mind of the ftudent,
by referring him to anthors of more cele-
brity but lefs purity. When we refle¢t how
fatally the unfufpected title of Diclionary
has been made the vehicle for polluting
principle, we fhall feel the value of this
extreme confcientioufnels of Johnfon.

Still,
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Still, however, while we afcribe to this
excellent author all that is fafe, and all that
is juft, it is lefs from Johnfon than from
Addifon that we derive the interefting
leflons of life and manners : ; that we learn
to trace the exa& delineations of character,
and to catch the vivid hues, and varied
tints of nature. It is true, that every fen-
tence of the more recent moralift is an
aphorifm, every paragraph a chain of
maxims for guiding the underfanding and
guarding the heart. But when Johnfon de-
Icribes characters, he rather exhibits vice
and virtue in the abftrac, than real exifting
- human bemgS’ while Addifon prefents
you with a&tual men and women ; real life
figures, compounded of the faults and the
excellencies, the wifdom and the weak-
nefles, the follies and the virtues of huma.
nity.—By the Avarus, the Eubulus, the
Mifellus, the Sophron, the Zofima, and the
Viator of Johnfon, we are inftructed in the

foundeft truths, but we are not ftruck with
any
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any vivid exemplification. ~ We merely
hear them, and we hear them with profit,
but we do not Ausw them. Whereas, with
the members of the Speétator’s club we are
acquainted. ~ Johnfon’s perfonages are ela-
borately carved figures that fill the niches
of the faloon; Addifon’s are the living
company which animate it. = Johnfon’s
have more drapery; Addifon’s more coun-
tenance. Johnfon’s gentlemen and ladies,
fcholars and chambermaids, philofophers
and coquets, all argue fyllogiftically, all con-
verfe in the fame academic language;
divide all their fentences into the fame
triple members, turn every phrafe with the
fame meafured folemnity, and round every
period with the fame polifhed fmoothnefs.
Addifon’s talk learnedly or lightly, think
deeply, or prate flippantly, in exalt accord-
ance with their chara&er, {taton, and ha-
bits of life.

What reader, when he meets with the
defeription of Sir Roger de Coverly, or
Will Wimble, or of the Tory fox-hunter in

the
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the Frecholder, does not frame in his own
mind a lively image of each, to which ever -
after he naturally recurs, and on which his |
recollettion, if we may fo ‘{peak, rather
than his imagination, faftens, as on an old
intimate ? The lapfe of 2 century, indeed,
has induced a confiderable change in modes
of expreflion and forms of behaviour.- But,
‘though ‘manners are mutable, human na-
ture is permanent. And it can no more be
brought as a charge againft the truth of
Addifon’s chara&ers that the manners are
changed, than it can be produced againft
the portraits of Sir Peter Lely and Vandyck,
that the fathions of drefsare altered. - The
human eharader, like the human figure, is
the fame in all ages ; it is only the exterior
and the coftume which vary. Grace of
attitude, exquifite proportion, and ftriking
refemblance, do not diminith of their firft
charm, becaufe ruffs, perukes, fattin doub-
lets, and flathed fleeves are pafled away.
Addifon’s chara&ers may be likened ‘to
that expreffive ftyle of drawing, which gives
the
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the exa&. contour by a few carelels {trokes
of the pencil.  They are rendered amufing,
by being in fome flight degree caricatures ;
yet, all is accurate refemblance, nothing is
wanton aggravation. It is, in fhort, that un-
defcribable grace which will always capti-
vate the reader in proportion to the delicacy
of his own perceptions.

Among the benefits which have refulted
from the writings of Addifon, the attention
firt drawn upon Paradife Loft by his cri-
ticifms was not one of the leaft. His
examination of that immortal work, the
boaft of our ifland, and of human nature,
had the merit of fubduing the violence of
party-prejudice, and of raifing its great
author to an eminence in the minds of his
countrymen, correfpondent to that which he
a&ually held, and will hold, on the {cale of
genius, till time {hall be no more *.

If

_* Milton has dropt his'mantle on a poet, inferior
indeed to himfelf, in the loftinefs of his conceptions;
the varicty of his learning, and the firuéture of his

verfe ;
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If the critical writings of Addifon do not
poflefs the acutenefs of Dryden, or the
vigour of Johnfon, they are familiar and
elegant, and ferve to prepare the mind for
more elaborate inveftigation. If it be ob-
jeted, that he deals too much in gratuitous
praife and vague admiration, it may be
anfwered, that the effe& produced by poetry
on the mind cannot always be philofophi-

verfe ; but the felicity of whofe gevius is only furs
pafled by the elevation of his piety ; whofe devoqt
effufions are more penetrating, and almoft equally
{ublime ; and whe, in his moral and pathetic ftrokes,
familiar allufions, and touching incidents, comes more
home to the bofom than even his immortal mafter,—
When we obferve of this fine {pirit that he felt the
beauties of nature with a lover’s heart, beheld them
with a poet’s eye, and delineated them with a paint-
er’s hand ;—that the minute accuracy of his leffer
figures, and the exquifite finithing of his rural groupes,
delight the fancy, as much as the fublimity of his
nobler images exalt the mind s—that, in {pite of
faults and negligences, and a few inftances of ungrace-
ful afperity, he gratifies the judgment as much as he
enchants the Imagination; that he dire&s the feelings
to virtue, and the heart to heaven, Need we defig-
nate the fketch by affixing to it the name of Cowper?

cally
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cally accounted for ; and Addifon was too
fair, and, in this inftance, too cordial a
critic to withhold expreflions of delight,
merely becaufe he could not analyfe the
caufes which produced it. At any rate, it
muft be allowed, that he who wrote thole
exquilite Effays on the Pleafures of the Imagi-
nation, could not be fuperficial through pe-
nury. 1t isallowed that thecriticifms of John-
fon are, in general, much more fyltematic ;
they poflefs more depth, as well as more
difcrimination ; but they are lefs pleafing,
becaufe they are not equally good-natured.
They are more tinctured with party-ipirit,
and breathe le[s generous and voluntary
admiration. But no critic has been more
fuccefsful in laying open the internal ftruc-
ture of the poet 3 though he now and then
handles the knife fo roughly as to disfigure
what he means to diffe&. His learning was
evidently much deeper, as well as better
digefted, than that of Addifon, and the
energy of his underftanding was almoft un-
rivalled. He, therefore, difcovers a rare

ability
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ability in appreciating, with the foundeft
and moft fagacious fcrutiny, the poetry of
reafon and good fenfe ; in the compofition
of which he alfo excels. But to the lefs
bounded excurfions of high imagination,.
and the bolder achievements of pure inven-
tion, he is lels juft, becaufe lefs fenfible.
He appears little alive to that fpecies of
writing, whole felicities confift in eafe and
grace, to the floating forms of ideal beauty,
to the fublimer flights of the lyric mufe, or
to the finer touches of dramatic excellence.
He would confequently be cold in his ap-
probation, not to fay, perverfe in his dif-
cuflion of fome of thofe Ipecies of beauty,
of which, in fa&, his feelings were lefs
fufceptible.

He had, however, that higher perfeGion
which has been too rarely affociated with
thole faculties, the moft difcerning tafte
and the livelieft relith, for the trueft as
well as the nobleft fpecies of the fublime
and beautiful, 1 mean that which belongs
to moral excellence. Where this was ob-

vious,
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vious; it not only conquered his averfion,
but attracted his warm affettion. It was
this which made him the ardent eulogift of
Watts, in fpite of his non-conformity, and
even the advocate of Blackmore, whom it
smuft have been natural for him to defpife
as.a bad poet, and to hate, as a whig. It
is- this beft of taftes which he alfo. moft dif-
plays in that beautiful enlogium of Addilon,
to which, in the prefent comparifon, it would
be injuftice to both, not to refer the reader.
His Tour to the Hebrides exhibits a de-
lightful fpecimen of an intelle¢tual traveller
who extras beauty from barrennefs, and
builds up a folid mafs of inftruction with
the moft flender materials. - He leaves to
the writer of natural hiftory, whole proper
province it is, to run over the world in
queflt of moffes and graffes, of minerals and
foffils.  Nor does he fwell his book with
catalogues of pictures, which have neither
novelty nor relevancy ; nor does he Copy,
from preceding authors, the ancient hiftory
S OLyls. 0 e of
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of a country of which we only want te
know the exifting ftate ; nor does he con-
vert the grand fcenes which difplay the
wonders of the Creator’s power into doubts
of his exiftence, or difbelief of his go-
vernment : but,” fulfilling the office of an
inquifitive and moral traveller, he prefents
a lively and interefting view of men and
things ; of the country he vifited, and of
the perfons with whom he converfed. And
though his inveterate Scottith prejudices
now and then break out, his {pleen feems
rather to have been exercifed againft trees
than men. Towards the latter, his feem-
in'g 1illiberality has in reality more of merri-
ment than malice. In his heart he refpeéted
that brave and learned nation. When he
is unfair, his unfairnefs is often mitigated
' by fome ftroke of humour, fometimes of
good humour, which effaces the impreflion
of his feverity. = Whatever faults may be
found in the Tour to the Hebrides, it is no
fmall thing, at this period, to poflefs a book
A Of
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of travels entirely pure from the lightelt
touch of vanity or impurity, of levity or
impiety.
His Raflelas is a work peculiarly adapted
to the royal pupil; and though it paints
~human life in too dark fhades, and dwells
defpondingly on the unattainablenefs of
human happinefs, thefe defeéts will afford
excellent occafions for the fagacious pre-
ceptor to unfold, through what purfuits
life may be made happy by being made ufe-
ful; by what fuperinduced ftrength the
burthens of this mortal {tate may be cheer-
fully borne, and by what a glorious perfpec-
tive its termination may be brightened.
The praile which has been given to
Addifon as an eflayift can rarely be ex-
tended to many of his co-adjutors. Talent
more or lefs we every where meet with,
and very ingenious fketches of charaéter ;
but moral delicacy is fo often, and fome-
times fo fhamefully violated, that (whatever
may have been the pradtice) the Spetator
M 2 ought
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ought to be accounted an unfit bock
for the indifcriminate perufal of youth *.
However the colle@ion of periodical -
papers, entitled The Freeholder, may 'be
pafled over by common readers, it would
be unpardonable not'to dire& to them the
attention of a royal pupil. The objeét at
which they aim, the ftrengthening of the
Hanoverian caufe againft the combined
‘efforts of the houfe of Stuart and the
French court, makes them interefting ; and
they exhibit anexquifite fpecimen of political
zeal without political - acrimony. They
abound in ftrokes of wit; and the Tory
Fox-hunter is perhaps, next to the rural
knight in the Spe&ator, one of the moft
entertaining defcriptions of charaéter in our
language; Of thefe, as well as of his other
eflays, it may be faid, that in them the
follies, the affeCtations, and the abfurdities
of life are pourtrayed with the lighteft

© * Happily all Addifon’s papers have been fele@ed
by Tickell, in his edition of Addlfon s works.

touches
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touchies of the moft delicate pencil; that
fiever was ridicule more nicely pointed, nor
{atire more playfully inoffenfive.

In the Guardian there is hardly any
thing that isferioufly exceptionable : and
this work is enriched with fome papers that
‘are niot to be placed beneath even thofe of
Addifon. * It will be obvious,' that we
allude to the' papers afcribed to bifhop
Berkeley.  Thefe effays bear the marks of
a mind at once vigorous and correct, deep
in refle€tion, and opulent in imagery. They
ave chiefly directed againft the free-thinkers,
a name by which- the infidels of that age
¢hofe to call themfelves. And never, per-
haps, has that wretched charater been
more admnably illuftrated than in the
fimile of the fly on St. Paul’s cathedral.

Another difference between Addifon and
Johnfon is, that the periodical writings of
the former are thofe in which the powers
of his mind appear to moft advantage.
Not fo in the cafe of Johnfon. Solidly
valuable as the Rambler muft be accounted;

M 3 in
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in the point of celebrity, it probably owes
much more to its author, than it has con-
ferred on him. A forbidding ftatelinefs, a
rigid and yet inflated ftyle, an almoft total
abfence of eafe and cheerfulnefs, would too
probably bring negle& on the great and
various excellencies of thefe volumes, if
they had been the fingle work of their
author. But his other writings, and, above
all, that inexhauftible fund of pleafure and
profit, the Lives of the Poets, will fecure
perpetuated attention to every work which
bears the name of Johnfon. On the ground
of diftin& attra&ivenefs, the Idler is the
moft engaging of Johnfon’s periodical
works ; the manner being lefs fevere, and
the matter more amufing. _

The Adventurer, perhaps, on account of
its interefting tales, and affeting narratives,
is, of all others of its clafs, the moft ftrictly
luitable to youth. It alfo contains much
general knowledge, elegant criticifm, and
various kinds of pleafing information. In
almoft all thefe works, the Eaftern Tales,

Allegories,
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Allegories, and Vifions, are interefting in
the narrative, elevated in the fentiment,
pure in the defcriptions, and fublime in the
moral. - They convey leflons peculiarly
appropriated to the great, moft of the fitti-
tious perfonages who are made the vehicles
of inftruGion being either princes or
{tatefmen. ,

JF we advert to religion, the praife of
Addifon in this infinitely important inftance
muft not be omitted. Johnfon never /gfes
Jight of religion ; but on very few occafions
does he particularly dwell upon it. In one
or two paffages * only has he given vent
to his religious feelings ; and his fentiments
are fo foundly, indeed fo fublimely excel-.
lent, that it is impoffible not to regret the
{cantinefs with which he has afforded them,
But Addifon feems to delight in the fub-
je&, and, what is remarkable, his devout
feelings feem to have much tranfcended his

* Number VII. in the Rambler; paper on afflic-
tion in the Idler ; and the noble paffage in the ac-
count of Tona.

M 4 theological
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theological accuracy.  To the latter, ex-
ception might juftly be taken in one or
two inftances *; to the former, never. If it
were to be afked, where are the elevating,
ennobling, felicitating effeéts of religion on
the human mind as fafely ftated, and as
happily exprefled, as in any Englith author?
perhaps a. jufter anfwer could fcarcely
be given than—iz #5e devotional papers of
Addifon.

* See particularly that very exceptionable paper
-1n the Spe&ator, No. 459.—Alfo, another on Super.
ftition and Enthufiafm. '

CHAP,
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CHAP. XXVIL
Books of Amufement.

As the royal perfon will hereafter require
books of amufement, as well as inftruction,
it will be a tafk of no fmall delicacy to
fele@ fuch as may be perufed with as much
profit, and as little mjury, as is to be ex-
pelted from works of mere entertainment.
Perhaps there are few books which poffefls
the power of delighting the fancy, without
conveying any dangerous leflon to the
heart, equally with Don Quixote.

It does mot belong to our fubjet to
animadvert on its leading excellence; that
incomparable delicacy of fatire, thole un-
rivalled powers of ridicule, which had fuf-
ficient force to reclaim the corrupted tafte,
and fober the diftempered imagination of a
whole people.  This, which on its firft

appearance was juftly confidered as its
predominant
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predominant merit, is now become lef:
intereﬂi'ng; becaufe, the evil which it
aflailed no longer exifting, the medicine
which cured the mad is grown lefs” valua-
ble to the fane; yet Don Quixote will ever
be entitled to admiration on imperithable
grounds.

Though Cervantes wrote betsween twe
and three hundred years ago, and for a
people of a national turn of thinking dif-
fimilar to ours; yet that right good fenfe,
which is of all ages, and 4l countries, and
which almoft more univerfally pervades
this work than even its exquifite wit and
humour ; thofe mafterly portraits of cha-
racler ; thofe found maxims of conduct ;
thole lively touches of nature 5 thole admi-
rably ferious leflons, though given on ridicu-
lous occafions; thofe penetrating ftrokes of
feeling; thofe folemnly fententious phrafes,
tin&tured with the charaeriftic abfurdity
of the fpeaker, without any injury to the
truth of the fentiment; that mixture of
the wife and the ludicrous, of a&ion always
. 2 pitiably
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pitiably extravagant, and of judgment often
exemplarily fober.—In all thefe excellen-
cies Don Quixote is without a parallel.

How admirable (to produce only one
inftance out of a thoufand) is that touch
of human nature, where the knight of La
Mancha, having beftowed the molt excel-
five and high-flown compliments on a gen-
tleman, whom he encountered when the
delirium of chivalry raged moft {trongly
in his imagination !—The gentleman, who
is reprefented as a perfon of admirable
fenfe, is led, by the effeCt which thefe com-
pliments produced on his own mind, to
acknowledge the weaknefs of the heart of
man, in the foolifh pleafure it derives from
flattery, ¢ So bewitching is praife,” fays
he, ¢ that even I have the weaknefs to be
pleafed with it, though, at the fame time, I
know the flatterer to be a mad-man !”’

It is a friking illuftration of the opinion,
that though wit is gay yet humour is
grave, that the moft ferious and folemn
nation in the world has produced the work

of
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of the moft genuine humour,  Noy is it
eafy to exprefs how admirably fuited the
pomp and - ftatelinefs of the Spanifh’ lan-
guage are to the genius of this work. Tt is
not unfavourable to the true heroic, ‘but
much more  efpecially is. it adapted to 'the
mock dignity of the forrowful knight. It is
accommodated to the elevation of the fyn.
taftic hero’s tiptoe march; when he is fober,
and {till ‘more to his {tilts,» when he is
raving.,

The two very ingenious French  and
Englith N ovelifts, who followed Cervantes,
though with unequal f{teps even as to
talentydareittill farther below their great
mafter both in mental and mora] delicacy.
Though the fcenes, delcriptions, and ex.
preflions of Le Sage, are far lef culpable,
in point of decency, than thofe of his Eng-
lith competitor; yet both concyr in the
fame inexpiable fault, each labouring 1o
excite an intereft for g vicious charater,
each making the hero of his tale an un-
principled profligate.

If
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~If novels are read at all, in'early youth,
a praftice which we thould think “ more ho-
noured in the breach than the obfervance,”
we thould be tempted to give the prefer-
ence to thofe works of pure and:-genuine
fancy, which exercife- and fill the imagina-
tion, in preference to thofe which, by ex-
hibiting paffion and intrigue in bewitching
colours, lay hold too intenfely on the feel-
ings. We fhould even venture to pro-
nounce thofe ftories to be moft fafe, which,
by leaft aflimilating with our own habifs
and manners, are lefs likely to infe& and
{foften the heart, by thofe amatory pictures,
defcriptions, and fituations, which too much
abound, even in fome of the chafteft com-
pofitions of this nature. The young female
is pleafantly interefted for.the fate of Orien-
tal Queens, for Zobeide, or the heroine of
Almoran and Hamet ; but fhe does not put
hetfelf in their place; the is not abforbed in
their pains or their pleafures ; fhe does not
identify her feelings with theirs, as the too
probably does in the cafe of Sophia
| Weltern
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Weftern and the Princefs of Cleves.—
Books of the former defcri-ption/ innocently
invigorate the fancy, thofe of the hitter
convey a contagious ficklinefs to the mind.
The one raife harmlefs wonder or inoffen.
five merriment § the other awaken ideas, at
beft unprofitable. From the flights of the
one, we are willing to defeend to the
rationality of common life; from the fe-
ductions of the other, we are difgufted at
returning to its infipidity.

‘There is always fome ufeful inftrudion
in thofe great original works of invention,
whether poetry or romance, which tranfmit
a faithful living picture of the manners of
the age and country in which the fcene is
laid. It is this which, independently of
its other merits, diffufes that inexpreflible
«charm over the Odyfey : a fpecies of en.
chantinent, which is not afforded by any
other poem in the world. This, in a lefs
degree, is allo one of the {triking merits of
Don Quixote.  And this, if we may de-
fcend fo low, after having foared fo high,

Is
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is the principal recommendation of the
Arabian Tales. Thefe tales alfo, though
faulty in fome refpelts, poflels another
merit which we fhould be glad to fee tran{-
ferred to fome of the novels of a country ,
nearer home. = We learn from thefe Ara-
bian ftories, and indeed from moft of the
works of imagination of the Mahometan
authors, what was the fpecific religion of
the people about ‘whom they write; how
much they made religion enter into the
ordinary cencerns of life; and how obfer-
vant charaéers profefling religion were of
its peculiarities, and its worthip.

It is but juftice to obferve, how far more
deeply mifchievous the French novel wri-
ters are, than thofe of our own country ;
for they not only feduce the heart through
the fenfes, and corrupt it through the me-
dium of the imagination, but fatally ftrike
at the very root and being of all virtue, by
annihilating all belief in that religion, which
is its only vital fource and feminal prin-
ciple. ]
SHAKE.
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$ SHAhESPEARE

- But leiTons of a nobler kind may be ex..
tratted from fome works which promife
nothing better than mere entertainment, and
which will not, to ordinary readers, appear
fufceptible of any higher purpofe. In the
hands of a judicious preceptor, many of
Shakefpeare’s tragedies, efpecially of his
hiftorical pieces, and {till more fuch as are
rendered peculiarly interefting by local
circumftances, by Britith manners, and
royal characters who once filled the Eng-
lith throne, will furnifh themes, on which
to ground much appr oprlate and mftruétive
converfation. -

Thole mixed characters efpecially, drawn
with fuch a happy intuition into the human
mind, in which’' fome of the worft aions
are committed by perfons not deftitute of
good difpofitions and amiable qualities, but
who were overwhelmed by the ftorm of
unrefifted paffion, who funk under ftrong
temptation, or yielded to powerful flattery,

are
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are far more inftrultive to perufe than the
¢ faultlefs monfters,” or the heroes of un-
mixed perfetion of lefs fkilful dramatifts.—
The remorfe, for inftance, of the timorous
Thane, a man not deftitute of generous
fentiments ; but of a high and alpiring mind,
fiimulated by vain credulity, tempting op-
portunity, and an ambitious wife. Goaded
by the woman he loved to the crime he
hated,—grafping at the crown, but abhor-
ring the fin which procured it ;—the ago-
nies of guilt combating with the fenfe of
honour—agonies not merely excited by the
vulgar dread of detection and .of punifh-
ment which would have engroffed an ordi-
nary mind, but fharpened by unappeafable
remorfe ; which remorfe, however, proves
no hindrance to the commiffion of freth
crimes,—crimes which fucceed each other
as numeroufly, and as wrapidly, as the
vifionary progeny of Banquo.— At firft,

What he would highly, he would holily:

But a familiarity with horrors foon cured
WMOL~ 2. N this
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this delicacy ; and in his fubfequent mul
tiplied murders, neceflity became apology.
‘The whole prefents an awful leffon on the
terrible confequences of “liftening to the
firft flight fuggeftion of fin, and ftrikingly
exemplifies that from harbouring criminal
thoughts, to the forming black defigns,
and thence proceeding to the moft atrocious
- deeds, the mind is led by a natural pre-
grefls, and an unrefifted rapidity.

The conflitting paffions of the caprici-
ous Lear! tender and affe@ionate in the
extreme, but whofe irregular affe@ions
were neither controlled by nature, reafon,
or juftice. A chara&er weak and vehe-
ment, fond and cruel ; a kindnefs fixed by
no principle; a mind governed by no fixed
fenfe of right, but vibrating with the acci-
dent of the moment, and the caprice of
the predominant humour. = Sacrificing the
virtuous child, whofe fincerity thould have
fecured  his affettion, to the prepofterous
ﬂattefy ofher unnatural fifters.—Thefehigh-
~wrought {cenes do not merely excite in the

gy s reader
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reader a barren fympathy for the pangs of
{elf-reproach, of deftitute age, and fuffering
royalty, but inculcate a falutary abhorrence
of adulation and falfehood ; a ufeful caution
againt partial and unjuft judgment; a found
admonition againft paternal injuflice and
filial ingratitude.

The beautiful and touching refle@ions
of Henry IV. in thofe laft foul-fearching
moments, when the pofleflion of a crown
became nothing, and the unjuft ambition
by which he had obtained it, every thing.
Yet, flill fo far retaining to the laft the
cautious policy of his charaéter, as to mix
his concern for the ftate, and his affeion
for his fon, with the natural diffimulation
of his own temper 5 and blending the fineft
fentiments on the uncertainty of human
applaufe and earthly profperity, with a
watchful attention to confine the know-
ledge of the unfair means by which he had
obtained the crown to the heir who was to
poflefs it. ~ The wily politician predominat-
ing to the laft moment, and manifefting

N 2 rather
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rather regret than repentance.—Difclofing
that the affumed fan&ity with which he
‘had been preparing for a crufade, was only
a projeét to check thofe inquiries into his
title to the crown to which peace and reft
mighit lead ; and exhorting the Prince, with
a forefeeing fubtilty which little became
a dying monarch, to keep up quarrels
with foreign powers, 'in order to wear out
the memory of domeftic ufurpation. -All
this prefents a ftriking ‘exhibition of a fupe-
vior mind fo long habituated to the devious
paths of worldly wifdom, and crooked
‘policy, as to be unable to defert ‘them,
even in the pangs of diffelution.

The pathetic foliloquies ‘of the repentant
Wolfey, fallen from the pinnacle of wealth
4nd ‘power to a falutary degradation! A
difgrace, which reftored him to reafon,-and
raifed him to religion, which deftroyed his
fortune, but refcued his foul. ‘His -coun-
fels to therifing ftatefinan Cromwell,.on the
perils of mbition, and the precarioufnefs.of

royal favour; the vanity: of «all-attachment
which
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which has not religion for its bafis; the
weaknefs of all fidelity which has not the:
fear of Godforits principle; and the peril-
ous end of that favour of the courtier,
which is enjoyed at the dear price of his

*¢ integrity to Heaven.”
{"The pernicious power of flattery on 2.
female mind fo fkilfully exemplified in that
memorable fcene in; which the bloody
Richard conquers the averfion of the
Princefs Anne to the murderer of her
hufband, and of all his royal race ! The
deplorable error of the feeble-minded Prin-
cefs, in fo far forgetting his crimes in his
compliments; as to confent to the monftrous
union with the murderer! Can there be &
more ftriking exemplification of a pofition
we have ventured fo frequently to eftablifh,
of the dangers to which vanity is liable,
and of the miferies to which flattery leads ?
The refletions of Henry VI. and of
Richard II. on the- cares and duties, the
unfatisfactorinefs and difappointment at-
tending great fituations, the vanity of
N 3 human
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human ‘grandeur while enjoyed, and the
uncertain ‘tenure by which it is held l—
Thefe fine foliloguies preach powerfully to
the hearts of ‘all in high ftations, but moft
~powerfully to thofe in the higheft. ST
‘The terribly inftructive death-bed of car-
dinal Beaufort, whofe filence, like the veil
in the celebrated picture of the facrifice of
Iphigenia- by Timathes, thrown over the
father’s face, penetrates the foul more by
what it conceals, than could have been
effetted by any thing that its removal Imght

have difcovered.
 Thele, ‘and a thoufand other inftances,
too variousto be enumerated, too notorious
to require fpecifying, and too beautiful to
ftand in need of comment, may, when
properly feletted, and judicioufly. animad-
verted on, not only delight the imagination,
and gratify the feelings, but carry inftruc-

tion to the heart.

+ The royal pupil may difcern in Shake-
fpeare an originality which has no parallel.
He exhibirs humour the molt genuine, and
what



§HAKESPEARE. 183

what is far more extraordinary, propriety of
fentiment, and delicacies of conduct, where,
from his low opportunities, failure had been
pardonable. A fidelity to charater {o
‘minute, that it feems rather the accuracy
of individual hiftory, marking the incidental
deviations, and delineating the cafual
humours of a&ual life, than the invention
of the poet. Shakefpeare has feized every
turn and flexure of the ever-varying mind
of man in all its fluGuating forms ; touched
it in all its changeful thades;and marked
all its nicer gradations, as well as its
more abrupt varieties. He exhibits the
whole internal ftructure of man ; uniting
the corrednefs of anatomy with the exact-
nefs of delineation, the graces of proportion,
and often the higheft beauty of colouring.
Bat with thefe excellengies, the works of
this moft unequal of all poets contain fo
much that is vulgar, fo much that is abfurd,
and fo much that is impure; fo much in-
decent levity, falfe wit, and grols defcrip-
tion, that he fhould only be read in parcels,
| N 4 and
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and with the niceft feleftion. His more
exceptionable pieces fhould not be read at
all; and even of the beft, much may be
omitted. . But the qualified perufal here
fuggefted may, on account of his wonder-
. ful acquaintance with the human heart, be
attended with peculiar advantages to readers
of the clafs in queftion, one of whofe chief
frudies thould be that of mankind, and who,
from the circumftance of ftation and fex,
have few dire& and fafe means of acquiring
a knowledge of the world, and an ac-
quaintance with the various charaers
which compofe it. ‘

To the three celebrated Greek tragedians
we have already adverted, as uniting, with
the loftieft powers of genius, a general pre-
valence of virtuous, and often of pious
fentiments. Tha. fcenes with which they
abound, of meritorious, of fuffering, of
imprudent, of criminal, of rafh, and of
penitent Princes; of royalty under every
viciffitude of paffion, of charatter, and cir.
cumitance, will furnifh an interefting and

not
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not unprofitable entertainment. And Mr.
Potter has put the Englith reader in pof-
feffion of thefe ancient bards, of Efchylus
efpecially, in a manner highly honourable
to his own tafte and learning.

Moft of the tragedies of Racine are ad-
mirably written, and are unexceptionable
in almoft all refpe@s. They pofiefs, though
conveyed in the poor vehicle of French
verfification *, all the dramatic requifites 3
and to their author we can fafely afcribe
one merit fuperior even to that of the cri-
tical exa&nefs with which he has regulated
the unities of his plays by Ariftetle’s clock;

# 1t is a curious circumftance in the hiftory of
French dramatic poetry, that the meafure ufed by
their beft poets in their fublimeft tragedies is the
anapzftic, which, m our language, 1s not only the
lighteft and moft undignified of all the poetic mea-
fures, but is ftill more degraded by being chiefly
applied to burlefque fubjeéts. It 1s amufing to
an Englifh ear, to hear the Brutusof Racine, the
Cid of Corneille, and the Orofmane and Oreltes of
Voltaire, declaim, philofophize, figh, and rave in the
precife meafure of

A Cobler there was, and he liv’d in a Stall,

we
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we mean his conftant care not to offend
againft modefty or religion. His Athalie
exhibits at once, a chef d’ceuvre of the
dramatic art, a proof of what exqulﬁte
poetic beauties the Bible hiftories are fuft
‘ceptible ; a falutary warning to Princes on
the miferies attendant upon treachery, im-
plety, and ambition ; and a lively inftance,
not only of the private value, but the great
political importance of eminently able and
plous minifters of religion.

If the Italian language fhould form a
part of the royal education, we might name
Metaftafio as quite inoffenfive in a moral
view, though neceffarily mixing fomething
of the flimfy texture of the opera with the
feverer graces of Melpomene. His mufe
pofleffes an equable and fteady pinion : if
fhe feldom foars into fublimity, fhe never
finks to meannefs; fhe is rather elegant
and pleafing, than vigorous or lofty. His
facred dramas are particularly excellent,
and are fcarcely lefs interefling to  the
reader of tafte than of piety. 1hey are alfo

exempt
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exempt from a certain monotony, which
makes his other pieces too much to refem-
ble each other. |

Tt is with no fmall regret that, perfuaded
as we are that England is the rich native
foil of dramatic -genius, we are driven to
the painful neceflity of recommending
exotics in preference to the indigenous pro-
du&tions of our own fruitful clime. The
truth is, that though we poflefs in our lan-
guage admirable fingle pieces, yet our
tragic poets have afforded fcarce any n-
ftances, except Milton in his exquifite
Comus and Sampfon Agoniftes, and Malon
in his chafte and claffic dramas, in which
we can confcientioufly recommend their
entire, unweeded volumes, as never deviat-
ing from that corre€tnefs and purity which
fhould be the infeparable attendant on the
tragic. mufe *.

* Thomfon’s tragedies. furnith the beft exception
to this remark of any with which the author is ac~
quainted.

We
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We fhallindeed find not only. that virtu-
ous fcenes, and even pious {entiments, are
fcattered throughout moft of our populax
tragedies, but: that the general:moral alfo is
frequently ftriking and impreflive. Its end,

‘however, is often defeated by the meams
employed: to accomplifh it.. - In how many
- of the favourite tragedies of Rowe and
Otway for inftance, which are moft fre.
quently atted, do we not find paffages; and
even whole feenes of ‘a dire@ly rcontrary
tendency; paffages calculated. to awaken
thofe very paffions which it was the pro-
fefled obje@ of the author to counteraét?
When we contraft the purity and even
piety of the works of the tragic poets of
pagan Greece, and even the more fele&t
ones of popith France, with fome of the
pieces of the moftk fhining bards of protef-
tant Britain, do they not all appear to
have been in an ifverfe ratio with the
advantages which their authors enjoyed ?

It
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It ‘may be objeted, that, in fpeaking of

poetic compofition, we have «dwelt fo long,
and almoft fo exclufively onthe drama. It
«would indeed “have been far more pleafant
to range at large through the whole
fowery  fields of the mufes, where we
could have gathered much that is fweet,
and much that is falutary. But we muit
not indulge in excurfions which are merely
pleafurable. We have on all occafions
miade” it rad point tmot-ite recommend
books becaufe they are pleafant, or even
good, but becaufe they are appropriate.
And as it 1s notorious

that gorgeous T ragedy
With fceptred Pall comes fweeping by,
Prefenting Thebes’ or Pelops’ line:

that fhe prefers the {plendid {cenes of royal,
courts to the retired walks of private life ;
that fhe delights to exemplify virtue, to
defignate  vice, or dignify calamity, by
chufing her perfonages among Kings and

Princes, we thergfore thought it might not
be
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be altogether unufeful, in touching on this
topic, to diftinguith between fuch authors
as are fafe, and fuch as are dangerous ; by
mentioning thofe of the one clafs with de.
ferved commendation, and by generally
pafling over the names of the others in
filenee. '

CHAP.
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CHAP. XX VIIL
'~Baoks of Inftruction, &e. Lord Bacon, £9¢s -

Ly the « prophet of wunborn {cience,”
who brought into ufe a logic almoft en-.
tirely new, and who rejected the ftudy of
words' for that of things, the royal pupil
may fee the way, rarely ufed before his
“time; of arguing by induttion; 2 logic
grounded upon obfervation, faét, and expe-
‘ﬂriméx}t. -To eftimate the true value of
Lord Bacon, we fhould recollect what was |
the ftate of learning when he appeared;
we fhould remember with what a mighty
hand he overthrew the defpotifm of that
Vab‘qurd fyftem ' which ' had kept  true
knowledge in fhackles, arrefted the progrefs
of found philofophy, and blighted the

growth of the human intellec.
, His v-ﬁrﬂ: aim was to clear the ground,
by rooting out the preconceived exrors, and
1 obftinate
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obftinate prejudices, which long prefcrip-
tion had eftablithed ; and then to fubftitute
what was ufeful, in place of that idle and
fruitlefs fpeculation which had fo long pre-
vailed. He was almoft the firft rational
veftigator of the laws of nature, who
made genuine truth and found knowledge,
and not a barren curiofity and an unprofi-
table ingenuity, the obje& of his purfuit.
His inftances are all colleted with as-much
judgment, as they are recorded with fim-
plicity. He teaches the important art of
viewing a queftion on all fides, and of
eliciting truth from the refult ; and he
always makes reafoning and experiment go
hand in hand, mutually illnftrating each
other..

One principal ufe of bcing fomewhat
acquainted with this great author is, ito
learn that admirable .method and .order,
which:he uniformly obferves. o resxcellent
is the difpofition he makes, that the reader
is not :loft, ‘even in that mighty ;mafs of
matter in which ‘he airanges sthe arts of

7 hiftory,
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hiftory, poetry, and philofophy, under their
three great correfponding faculties, of
memory, imagination, and underftanding.
This perfpicuous clearnefs of diftribution ;
this ' breaking up his fubjet into parts,
without lofing fight of that whole to which
each portion preferves its exad fubordina.
tion, enables the reader to follow him, with-
out perplexity, in the wide firetch and
compafs of his intelletual refearches.

With the fame admirable method he has
alfo made 2 diftribution of the fevéral
branches of hiftory. He feparates it into
three divifions,—chronicles or annals, lives,
and relations ; afligning, in his luminous
way, to each .its refpeCtive properties.
Lives of individuals, he is of opinion, exhi-
bit more faithful and lively narratives of
things ; and he pronounces them capable
of being more fafely and advantageoufly
transferred into example, than general hif-
tory.—He affigns alfo a great degree of
ufefulnefs to {pecial relations of attionsy
fuch as Catiline’s conlpiracy, and the ex-

VOL. Ik Q pedition,
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pedition of Cyrus; conceiving them to be
more pleafant by prefenting a fubjet more
manageable, becaufe more limited. And
as a more exact knowledge and full infor-
mation may be obtained of thefe individual
relations, the author, he obferves, is not
driven, like the writer of general hiftory,
to fill up chafms and blank fpaces, out of
his'own imagination *,

Politics.

* There is one inftance in which even this great
author has poorly executed his own ideas. After fo
ably laving down the outlirie of hiftory, he has thewn
little {kill, in an individual iaftance, in lling it up-
Few writers have more remarkably failed, than Lord
Bacon in his hiftory of Henry VII. It is defeétive
in almoft all the ingredients of hiftoric compofition ;
neither poffefling majefty nor dignity on ‘the one
hand, nor eafe and perfpicuity on the other. There
isa conftant aim at wit and pleafantry, with a con-
 ftant failure in both, The choice of matter is inju-
dicious; great circumftances are often flightly touched,
while he enlarges upon trifles. The hiftory is feeble
narrative 3 the ftyle is affeéted declamation ; loaded,
as if in deflance of Quintilian’s precept; with thofe
double epithets,. which, as that nobleft of critics ob-
ferves, when each does not furnith a frefh idea, is as

if every common foldier i an army fhould carry a
footman,
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- Politics he arranges with -the fame me-
thodical order, dividing them into- three
feveral parts,—the. prefervation of a {late,
its profperity, andits-enlargement.  Of the
two former branches, he allows that pre-
ceding authors had already treated, but
intimates that he himfelf was the firft who
had difcufled the latter. - As political ceco-
nomy will hereafter. form an important
branch of ftudy for the royal pupil, we are,

footman, increafing the incumbrance without adding
to the ftrength. The hiftory of Henry V1. wants
perfpicuity; fimplicity, and almoft every grace required
of the hiftoric mufe. And what is more trange, we
neither difcover in this work the deep politician, the
man of :bufinefs, the man of genius, or the man of
the world. It abounds with thofe colloguial fami-
liarities, we had almoft [aid vulgarifms, with which
the wo1ks of that reign ‘are generally infe&ed, but
which we do not expeét in this great author. Bud-
gell has publifhed in the Guardian, a collelion of
numberlefs paflages from this hiftory, exenphf}mg
almoft every kind of literary defet ; not with an in-
vidious defign to injure fo great a name, but left the
authority of that name fhould {an&ion bad writing.
_ ‘The prefent criticifm is offered, left it thould fanéiion
bhad.tafte, :

0 2 happily.
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happﬂy, not 'wanting in very able modern
authors, who, hvmg in:our own time, are
likely to be more extenfively ufeful, from
their intimate acquaintances with exifting
circumftances, and with the revolutions

which have led to them. :
Nothing feems to' have been too great,
or too {mall, for the univerfal mind of
Bacon ; nothlng too” high' for his ftrong
and foanng ‘wing ; - nothing too vaft for
his extenfive grafp; nothing too deep for
his profound {pirit of- inveftigation ; no-
thing too minute for his microfcopic dif-
cernment.  Whoever dives into the depths
of learning, or examines the intricacies of
politics, or explores the arcana of nature,
or looks into the myfteries of art, or the
doctrines of religion, or the {cheme of mo-
1als, or the laws of jurifprudence, or the
decorums of courts, or the duties of pub-
lic condu@, or the habits of domeftic life : 5
whoever  wanders among the thorns of
metaphyfics, or gathers the flowers of rhe-
toric, or plucks the fruits of philofophy,
will
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swill find that this noble author has been
his precurfor; and that he himfelf can
fcarcely deviate into any path which Bacon
has not previoufly explored.

. Nor did the hand which fo ably treats on
the formation of ftates, difdain to arrange
the plants of the field, or the flowers of
the parterre ; nor was the ftatefman, who
difcourfed fo largely and fo eloquently on
the methods of improving kingdoms, or
the philofophér on the means of augment-
ing {cience, above teaching the pleafing art
to felec the fheltered fpot for the tender
exotic, to give minute inftructions for
polithing ¢ the dry fmooth-fhaven green,”’
for raifing a {trawberry, or cultivating - a
role.

- His moral effays are fraught thh familiar
wifdom, and practical virtue. With this
intelle€tual and ‘moral treafure the royal
pupil cannot be too intimately converfant.
His other writings are too voluminous, as
well as too various and too {cientific, to be
read at large; and it is become the lefs

03 neceflary-
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neceflary, the works of Bacon being the
grand feed-plot, out of which all the modern
gardens of philofophy, fcience, and letters,
have been either fown or planted.

It is with deep regret we add, that after
admiring in the works of this wonderful
man to what a pitch the human mind can
foar, we may fee, from a few unhappy in-
ftances in his condud, to what debafement
it can ftoop.  While his writings {tore the
mind with wifdom and the heart with vir,
tue, we may, from his pradtice, take a
melancholy leffon on the imperfetion of
human excellence, by the mortifying con-
fideration of his ingratitude as a friend, his
adulation as a courtier, and his venality as
a chancellor.

Of the profound and various works of
Locke, the moft accurate thinker, and the
jufteft reafoner, which this or perhaps any
other country has produced, we would par-
ticularly recommend the fhort but very
valuable treatife on the Conduét of the Un-
derflanding. It contains a familiar and

popular
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popular illuftration of fome important dif-
coveries in his moft diftinguifhed work,
the Effay on the Human Underftanding,
‘particularly that great and univerfal law
of nature ¢ the fupport of fo many mental
powers (that of memory under all its
modifications), and which produces equally
remarkable effe@s in the intelle¢tual, as
that of gravitation does in the material
world, the affociation of ideas.”’—A work of
which even the fceptical rhapfodift, Lord
Shaftefbury, who himfelf poffeffed much
vhetoric and little logic, pronounced that
¢ jt may qualify men as well for bufinefs
and the world, as for the fciences and the
univerfity.””

There are few books with which 2
royal perfon ought to be more thoroughly
* acquainted, than with the famous work of
Grotius on the Rights of War and Peace.
In this work the great principles of juftice
are applied to the higheft politcal pur-
pofes; and the foundeft reafon, is ems

0 4 \ ployed
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ployed in the caufe of the pureft humanity,
This valuable treatife owed its birth to the
circumftance of the author, a {ftatefman
and ambaffador, having, as he himfelf ob-
ferves, perfonally witnefled in all parts of
the Chriftian world, ¢ fuch an unbridled
licentioufnefs with regard to war, as the
moft barbarous nations might bluth at.”
“They fly to arms,” fays he, “on frivo-
lous pretences ; and when once they have
them in their hands, they trample on all
laws, human and divine, as if from the
time of their affumption of arms they were

authorifed fo to do.” ‘
In the courfe of the work he Ingnires,

with a very vigorous penetration, into the
origin of the rights of war, its different
kinds, and the extent of the power of the
fovereign.  He clearly explains the nature
and extent of thofe rights, the violation of
which authorifes the taking up arms.
And finally, after having ably defcanted

on all that relates to ‘war in its beginning,
| ang
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and its progrefs, he as ably enlarges on
the nature of thofe negotiations and treaties
of peace which terminate it¥.

With an intrepidity worthy of his ge-
nius, he was not afraid of dedicating 2
book containing fuch- bold and honeft
doGrines to a king of France. This ad-
mirable treatife was found in the tent of
the great Guftavus after his death. It had
been one of the principal objeéts of his
ftudy. The Swedifh monarch knew how -
to chufe his books and his minifters. He

* The cenfure frequently exprefled in thefe vo-
Jumes, againft Princes who inconfiderately engage in
war, can never apply to that in which we are involved.
A war, which,on the part of the enemy, has levelled
the juft fences which feparated pations, and deftroyed
the good faith which united them: /A war, which
on our part was entered upon, not for conqueft but
exiftence ; not from ambition but neceflity ; not for
revenge but jultice 5 not to plunder other nations but
to preferve our own, And not esclufively, even to
{ave ourfelves, but for the. reftoration of defolated
nations, and the final fafety and repofe of the whole
civilized world.

ftudied
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ftudied Grotius, and He employed Oxen-
itiern.
. Ifthe royal perfon would perufe a work,
which, to the rhetoric of ancient Greece,
and the patriot fpirit of ancient Rome,
unites the warmth of contemporary intereft,
and the dearnefs of domeftic feeling ; in
- which, to the vigour of a rapid and in-
dignant eloquence, is fuperadded the
wideft extent of general knowledgc, and
™ the deepeft political fagacity ;~—a work

Where old experience doth attain,
To fomething like prophetic ftrain;

2 work which firft unlocked the hidden
fprings of revolutionary principles; dived -
into  the complicated and  almoft un.
fathomable depths of political, literary,
and moral mifchief; penetrated the dens-
and labyrinths, where anarchy, who long
had been myfterioufly brooding, at-length
hatched her baleful progeny ;—Ilaid bare
to view the dark recefles, where facrilege

murder,
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murder, treafon, regicide, and atheilm, were
engendered.—If the would hear the warn-
ing voice which firft founded the alarm
in the ears of Britain, and which, by
roufing to a fenfe of danger, kindled the
fpirit to repel it, which in Englifhmen is
always but one and the fame a&, the
fhould perufe Mr. Burke’s Reflections on the
French Revolution. :

Tt was the peculiar felicity of this great,
upon a fubjeét, not only fingularly con-
genial to the turn of his genius, but of his
temper alfo. Theaccomplifhed fcholar, the
wit of vivid imagination, the powerful orator
yich in imagery, and abounding in claffic
allufion, had been previoufly difplayed to
equal advantage in his other works, but
with confiderable abatements, from pre-
judices which fometimes blinded his judg-
ment, from a vehemence which often
clouded his brightnefs.——He had mnever
wanted genius ;—it would be hard to {ay
_he had ever wanted integrity ;—Dbut he
had

but often mifguided man, to light at lalt ~
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had often wanted that confiftency which is
fo neceffary to make the parts of a great
charater cohere to each other. A patriot,
yet not unfrequently feeming to a& againft
theinterefts of his country ;—a fenator, never
heard without admiration, but fometimes
without effe@t ;—a ftatefman, often embar-
rafling  his adverfaries, without always
ferving his friends, or advancing his caufe,
But in this concentration of his powers,
this union of his faculties and feelings, the
Reflections  on the French Rewvolution, his
impetuoﬁty found objes which rendered
its exercife not only pardonable but lau-
dable, That violence, which had fome.
times exbaufted itfelf, unworthily in party,
or unkindly on individuals, now found
full {cope for its exercife, in the unre-
ftrained atrocities of a nation not only
hoftile:iito! Britainibut' to Humdn nature
itlelf. A nation not offending from the
ordinary impulfe of the paflions, which
might have been repelled by the ordinary
means of refiftance, but < committing the

B nldeft
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oldeft crimes the neweft kind of way,” and
uniting the bloody inventions of the molt
felfith ambition, and the headlong appetites
of the moft unbridled vices, with all the
exquifite contrivances of gratuitous wicked-
nefs. And happily for his fame, all the
fucceflive a&ors. in the revolutionary
drama took care to fin up to any Intem-
perance of language which even Mr. Burke
could fupply.

CH AL,
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CHAP X XTe"
The Holy Scriptures—The Old Teftamen.

In [peaking of the nature and evidences
of revealed religion, it was impoflible to
avoid anticipating the fubject of this chap.
ter, as it is from the Holy Scriptures alone
that the nature of our divine religion can
be adequately afcertained. And as it is
only inthat facred volume that we can
difcover thofe ftriking congruities between
Chriftianity and all the moral exigencies
of man, which form fo irrefiftible an evi.
dence of its coming from that God, * who
“1s above all, and through all, and in
seinsalls?

There are, however, fome additional
points of view in which the Holy Scripture
ought to be confidered. It is doubtlefs
moft deeply interefting, as it contains in it
that Revelation from heaven which was

€< to
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¢ to give light to them that fat in darknefs
‘and the thadow of death, and to guide our
feet into the way of peace.”” But while
we joyfully follow this collected radiance,
we may humbly endeavour to examine
the apparatus itfelf by which thofe beams
of heaven are thrown on our path. Let
us then confider the divine volume fome-
what more in detail, endeavouring, at the
fame time, not to overlook thofe features
which it prefents to the critic, or philolo-
gift. I do not mean to him who, while
he reads, affe@s to forget that he has in
his hands the book of God, and therefore
indulges his perverfe or profligate fancy, as
if he were perufing the poems of Homer
or of Hafez.—But I mean the Chriftian
critic and the Chriftian philologift ; cha-
ralers, it is true, not very common, yet
through the mercy of God fo, exemplified
in a few noble inftances, even in our own
days, as to convince us, that in the for-
. mation of thefe volumes of eternal life, ne
I faculty,
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faculty, no tafte, no imprefiible point in thd
mind of man, has been left unprovided for:
They thew us, too, what an extenfive field
the facred Scriptures furnifh for thofe claf:
fical labours, of which they poflibly were
deemed fcarcely fufceptible ‘before the ad-
mirable Lowth gave his invaluable Prelec,
tions. sezbeili g 30 THAD
The firft circumftance which prefents
itfelf is, the variety of compofition which
is crowded into thefe narrow limits. = Hif-
torical records extending through thou-
 fands of years j—poetry of almoft every fpe-
cies ;—biographic ‘memoirs of that very
kind which the modern world agrees’ to
deem moft interefting ;—epiftolary corre-
fpondence which, even for excellence of
manner, might challenge a comparifon
with any compofition of that nature in the
world ; and lafily, that fingular kind of
writing, peculiar to this facred book, in
which the veil that hides futurity from
man is penetrated, remote occurrences fo
anticipated,
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anticipated, as to imply a demenftration
that God alone could have communicated
fuch knowledge to man. ‘
‘In the hiftoric parts, we cannot but be
ﬁruck with a certain- peculiar confciouf
nefs of accurate knowledge, evincing itfelf
by its two grand- characteriftics; precifion
and fimplicity. They ate not the annals
of a nation which are before us, fo much
as the records of a family. ‘Truth is ob-
vioufly held in {upreme value, fince, even
where it is difcreditable, there is not the
flightelt attempt to difguifeit. = The affecs
tions are cordially at work ; but they are
mote filial than patriotic, and more devout
than filial.  To thefe writers the God of
their fathers is of mare importance than
their fathers themfelves. They . therefore
preferve, with the greateft care, - thofe
tranfactions- of their anceftors, which were
connedted with the moft fignal interferences
of heaven 3 and no circumitance is omitted,
by which additional motives might be
afforded for that habitual reverence, fus
) VOL, II, P preme
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preme love, and unfhaken confidence, to-
wards the Eternal Father, which confti-
tuted the pure and fublime religion of this
fingly enlightened people. What Mofes
magnificently exprefles in the exordium
of that noble Ode, the goth pfalm, contains
the central principle which all their
hiftory was intended to imprefs.—¢¢ Lord,
thou haft been our dwelling-place from
one - generation to another; before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever
thou hadft made the earth and the world g
even from everlafting to everlafting, thou
art God.”

Other nations have doubtlefs made their
- hiftory fubfervient to their mythology ;
or rather, being ignorant of the fads,
they have at once gratified their national
vanity,  and indulged their mroral de-
. pravity, in imagining offenfive and mon-
ftrous chimeras. But do thefe humiliating
infatuations of human kind, univerfal as
they have been, bear any fhadow of ana-
logy. to the divinely philofophic grandeur
: - : of
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of Hebrew piety? All other mythologi¢
hiftories degrade our nature. This alone
reftores its primeval dignity. The pious
Jews were doubtlefs the greateft zealots
onearth. Butfor whom? For no ¢ griefly
terror,”> nor ¢ execrable fhape,” like all
other Orientalifts, ancient and modern ;—
no brute; like the Egyptians, nor deified
monfter, worfe than brute, like the Greeks
and Romans. But it was for Him, whom
“philofophers in all ages havein vain labour-
ed to difcover ; of whofe eharacter, never-
thelefs, they have occafionally caught fome
faint idea from thofe very Jews, whom they
have defpifed, and who, in the defcription
.even of the heathen Tacitus, awes our
minds, and claims the natural homage of
our hearts. ¢ The Egyptians,” fays that
unbribed evidence, in the midft even of an
odious reprefentation of the Jewifh nation,
‘¢ venerate various animals, as well as like-
s¢ nefles of monfters: The Jews, acknow-
“¢ ledge,and that with the mind only,a fingle
* Deity. They account thofe to be pro-

P 2 -2 ¢ phidne,
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¥ pltanie, ~who form imnages: of  God of
¢ -perifhiable materials, in: the likenefs of
A_p;f_en. Theurs s /e one Jupreme: eternaf
£ Gody “unchangeabley  immortal.- - They
“"tlkrefore {uffer no ftatues ‘in- thexr citiesy
¢ and {till lefs in their temples. . They have
*-never thewn this mark of flattery to their
i Kings.. = They have never dene this
¢ honour to the Cafars®.”> i
~What then was zeal for fach Worﬂup
as. this, but the pureft reafon, and the
higheft magnaminity? - And how wife as
well as heroic do they appear who:.made
no account of life in fuch a caufe!
© O King,” fay they, * we are not careful
% to anfwer thee in this matter. Qur God
¢ whom we ferve is able to deliver us, and
% he will deliver us out of thine hand, Bus
¢ .if not, be it known unte thee, that.we
f‘ will not ferve thy Gods, nor Wozﬂup the
¢ golden image which thou haft fet up.”’
. Of fuch a religion as-this, what can be

'*_Tacit::s[ 1(‘ Lib, v, 1

AT~
INore
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mlore intérefting than the fimple, the affecs
tionate hiftory? it is not men whom " it
celebrates 5 it i ¢ Him who-only hath im-
meortality, who dwelleth in the light-which
no man can -approach-unto.”  And how
does it - feprefent - him? 'That fingle ex:
preffion of the patriarch -Abaraham witl
fully inform ws=z ¢« Wilt thou alfo deftroy
the righteous with the wicked ? That be
far from thee ! Shall not the judge of all
the earth do -right 2. A fentiment, fhort
and fimple as it is, which carries more light
to the mind, and more confolation to the
heart, than all the volumes of all the philos
fophers. | $ |
- But what was the moral efficacy of this
religion ? Let the youthful Jofeph tell us.
Let him, at the moment of bis viétory over
411 that has moft effectually fubdued human
nature, difcover to us where his ftrength
lay.—< How,” fays he, ¢ fhall I do this
great wickednefs, and fin againft God.” '
Of the leffer excellencies of thefe hiftoric
records, little on the prefent occafion can,
P 3 and
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and happily, little needs be faid. If the
matter Is unmixed 'truth, the manner ig
unmixed nature. Were the refearches of
Sir William Jones, and thofe who  have
followed him in the fame track, valuable
on no other account, they would be inefti.
mable in this refpeét, that through what
they have difcovered and tranflated, we are
enabled to compare other eaftern compofi-
tions with the facred books of the Hebrews;
the refult of which comparifon, fuppofing
only tafte and judgment to decide, muft
ever be this, that, in many inﬂances,nothing
can recede farther from the fimplicity of
truth and nature than the one, nor more
conflantly exhibit .both than the other.
This affertion may be applied with peculiar
juftnefs to the poetic parts of the Old Tefta-
ment. The chara&er of the eaftern poetry,
in general, would feem to be that of florid-
nefls and exuberance, wit_h little of the true
fublime, and a conftant endeavour to out-
do rather than to imitate nature. The
Jewith poetry feems to have been caft in

the
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the moft perfe& mould. = The expreflions
are friétly fubordinate to the fenfe ; and
while nothing is more energetic, nothing
is more fimple and natural. If the language
be ftrong, it is the ftrength of fentiment
allied with the frength. of genius which
alone produces it. ¥or this ftriking diffi-
milarity the difference of fubjett will
account. There is one God.—This is per-
fect fimplicity. He is omnifcient, omni-
potent, infinite, and eternal.—T his is {ub-
limity beyond which nothing can rife.
What evinces this to be the real fource of
excellence in Hebrew poetry is, that no
inftances of the fublime, in the whole com-
pafs of human compofition, will bear a
comparifon with what the Hebrew poets
fay of the Almighty. For example : what
in all the poetry, even of Homer, is to be
compared with this - paflage of David?
« Whither fhall T go from thy {pirit, or
¢ whither thall T flee from thy prefence?
« If I climb up into heaven, thou art theres;
« if I make my bed in hell, thou art there;
% if I take the wings of the morning, and

P 4 ¢ dwell
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“¢ dwell in the uttermoft part of the fea,
““even there fhall thy hand lead me, and
¢ thy right hand fhall hold me,” =

It is'a peculiarity of Hebrew poetry,
that it alone, of all the poctry we know of
n the world, retains its poetic ftructure in
the moft literal tranflation ; nay indeed, the
moreliteral the tranflation, the lefs the poetry
is injured.  The reafon is, that the facred
poetry of the Hebrews does not appear to
depend on cadence or rythm, or any thing
merely verbal, which literal tranflation into
‘another language neceflarily deftroys ; but
©on a method of giving to each diftiné idea,
a two-fold expreflion, fo that when the
poetry of the Old Teftament is perfect, and
not injured by erroneous tranflation, it ex-
hibits ‘a feries of couplets, in which the
fecond member of each couplet repeats the
{ame, or very nearly the fame fenfe, in a
varied manner,—As in the beginning of
the g5th pfalm :
Mo come let us fing unto the Lord,

Let us heartily rejoice in the ftrength of our falva.

tion ;
Let
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I.et us come before his prefence with thank{giving,
And fhew ourlelves glad in him with pfalms:
For the Lord 15 a great God,
. Anda great King above all gods ;
In his hand are the deep places of the earth,
Ard the ftrength of the hills is his alfo.-

The motive for adopting {uch 2 {trutture
we eafily conceive to have been, that the
compofition might be adapted to refponfive
finging. But, can we avoid acknowledging
a much deeper purpofe of infinite wifdom,
that that poetry which was to be tranflated
into all languag-es, {hould be of fuch a kind
as literal tranflation could mot decompofe?
On the fubje& of Hebrew poetry, how-
ever, it is only neceflary to refer the reader
to bifhop Lowth’s work already mentioned,
and to that fhorter, but moft luminous dif-
courfe on this {ubjedk, prefized to the {fame

excellent author’s tranflation of Ifaiah.
Moral philefophy, in its trueft and nobleft
fenfe, is to be found in every part of the
Scriptures.  Revealed religion being, in
fa&, that ¢ day {pring from on high,” of
whole happy effects the pagan philofophers
had
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had no knowledge, and the want of which
they were always endeavouring to fup-
Ply by artificial but moft delufive con-
trivances. But the portion of the facred
volume which is moft diftinétly appro-
priated to this fubject, are the books of
Ecclefiaftes and Proverbs. 1p the former
of ‘thele, " amid fome difficult paflages,
obfcured to us by our ignorance of
ancient nations and manners, there are
fome of the deepeft refletions on the
vanity of all things earthly, and on the in-
difpenfible neceffity of fincere religion in
order to our eafe and happinefs, that ever
came from the pen of man. It afferts the im-
mortality of the foul, of which fome have
fuppofed the Jews ignorant, in terms the
moft unequivocal. % Then fhall the duft
return to the earth as it was, and #je Jpirit
Shall return to God whe gave it.”  And it
ends with a corollary to which every human
heart ought to refpond, becaufe 4] juit re-
fleftion leads to it.—< Let yus hear the
conclufion of the whole matter 3 fear God

and
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and keep his commandments, for this is
the whole of man—For God will bring
every work into judgment, with every
fecret thing, whether it be good, or whether
it be evil.”’

The Proverbs are an invaluable {ummary
of every fpecies of pratical wifdom. The
firft nine chapters being a difcourfe on true
wifdom, that is, fincere religion as a prin-
ciple, and the remainder a fort of magazine
of all its varied parts, civil, {ocial, domeftic,
and perfonal, in this world ; together with
clear and beautiful intimations of happinefs
in a life to come. As for example:—< The
path of the juft is as a fhining light which
thineth more and more unto the perfett
day.” Here one of the moft delightful
objets in nature, the advancing dawn of
the morning, is adduced as the emblem of
that growing comfort and cheerfulnefs
which infeparably attend a life of piety.
‘What then, by inevitable analogy, is that
perfect day in which it is made to terminate,
but the eternal happinefs of heaven? Both

" thefe
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thefe books, with the greater part of the
Plalms, have this fuitable peculiarity to the
prefent occafion, that they iffued from 2
royal pen, They contain 3 wifdom, truly,
which belongs to all, but they alfo have
much- in them which peculiarly concerns
thofe, who, by providential deftination, are
thepherds of the people.  The 101t Pfalm,
n particular, may be confidered as a kind
of abridged manual for Princes, efpecially
in the choice of their company,

CHAP,
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o8 PHAp. XX
The Holy SC?‘iPZ‘Zli‘é.&‘.——‘Tbe Ne-w Teftament.

Tas bmgr‘aph}c part of the New Tefta-
ment is above all human eftimation, becaufe
it contains the portraiture of * him in whom
dwells the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily.”
If it were, therefore, our hard lot to fay
what individual part of the Scriptures we
fhould wifh to refcue from an otherwife ir-
reparable deftru@ion, ought it not to be
that part which defcribes to us the condu&;
and preferves to us the inftructions of God
manife/t in the flofh? Worldly Chriftians
have affe@ed fometimes to prefer the Gof-
pels to “the reft of the New Teftament, on
the intimated ground that our Saviour was
a lefs fevere preceptor, and more of a mere
moralift, than his infpired followers, whofe
writings make up the fequel of the New
Teftament.  But never furely was there a

grofler
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grofler delufion. If the obje& be to probe
the heart of man to the centre ; to place
before him the terrors of that God, who to
the wicked ¢ is a confuming fire ;* to con-
vince him of that radical change which
muft take place in his whole nature, of
that total conqueft which he muft gain
over the world and himfelf, before he can
be a true fubje@ of the Mefliah’s fpiritua%*
kingdom ; and of the defperate difappoint.
ment which muft finally await all who reft
n the mere profeflion, or even the plaufi-
ble outfide of Chriftianity ; it is from our
Lord’s difcourfes that we fhall find the
moft refiftlefs means of accomplithing each
of thefe awfully important purpofes.

To the willing difciple our Saviour s
indeed the gentleft of inftruors ; to the
contrite penitent he is the moft cheering
of comforters; to weaknefs he ig molft
encouraging ; to infirmity, un{peakably
indulgent ; to grief or diftrefs of whatever
fort, he is a pattern of tendernefs. * But in

all he fays or does, he has one invariable
obje&
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objet in view, to which all the reft 1s but
fubfervient. He lived and taught, he died
and rofe again, for this one end, that he
might ¢ redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify us unto himfelf a peculiar people
zealous of good works”” His uniform
declarations, therefore, are— Ye cannot
ferve God and Mammon.— Where your
treafure is, there will your heart be alfo.”—
< Jf thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out,
and caft it from thee.”’—* Except a2 man
deny himfelf, and take up his crofs daily
and follow me, he cannot be my difciple.”
To corrupt human nature thefe leffons
can never be made engaging. Thetr objett
is to conquer, and finally to eradicate that
corruption. To indulge it, therefore, in
any inftance, is wholly to reject them; fince
it is not with particular vices that Chrift
contends, nor will he be fatisfied with par-
ticular virtues. But he calls us, indifpen-
fibly, to a f2ate of mind, which contains, as
in a root or principle, all poffible virtue,
and which avoids with equally fincere
8 deteftation
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deteflation every fpecies of evil. But &
human mnature i’tfeif,' as diftinét from its
depravity, to native tafte; found difcrimi-
nating fenfe, juft and delicate feeling, coms
prehenfive judgment, profound hamility,
and genuine magnanimity of mind, no:
teacher upon this earth ever fo adapted
himfelf.  In his inexhauftible imagery,
his appropriate ufe of all the common oc-
currences of life, his embodying the deepeft
wifdom in the plaineft allegories, and maks
ing familiar occurrences the vehicle of moft
nmomentous inftruétion, ‘in the dignified
eale'with which he utters the profoundeft
truths, the majeftic feverity which he mani-
feftswhere hollow hypocrify,narrow bigotry,
unfeeling felfithnefs, or any clearly delibe-
rate vice called forth his holy indignation 3
in thefe charaters we recognize the pureft,
and yet moft popular, the moft awful, and
yet the moft amiable of all infltru&ors.
And when we read the Gofpels with rightly
prepared hearts, we fee him with our mind’s
eye, as-he altually was in this world, fcarce

i lefs
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lefs effe@tually than thofe who lived and
converfed with him. ~We too behold his
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father, full of grace and truth.” -
The Aé&s of the Apoftles belong in fome
degree to the biographic clafs. Where the
matter of a work is of the deepelt moment,
the miere agreeablenefs of its manner is of
lefs importance.  But where a fhriking
provifion has been made for pleafure, as
well as benefit, it would be ingratitude as
well as. infenfibility not to notice it. It is
indeed impofiible for a reader of tafte, not
to “be delighted with the combination of
excellencies, ~which this fhort but moft
evedtful narrative exhibits.  Nothing but
clearnefs and accuracy appear to be aimed
at, yet evéry thing which can give intereft
to fuch a work is attained. Neither Xeno-
phon: nor Czefar could ftand a comparifon
withit. St. Luke in this piece has feen
-every thing fo clearly, has underftood it fo
fully, and has expreffed it fo appofitely,
as'to need only a fimple rendering of his
VOL. Il Q own
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own e%ac words in’ order to  his having;
in -e've'r-j; language, the air of an original. -
. The epiltolary part- of the New TFefta-
ment is, perhaps; that with which the genes
rality of veaders are leaft acquainted. Some
profels to be difcouraged by the intricacy
of the fenfe; partictlarly in the writings of
St. Paul'y and others fairly acknowledge,
that they conceive this part of Scripture to
be of lefs moment, as being chiefly occupied
in “obfoléte controverfies' peculiar to the
time in" which they were written,. confe-
quently uninterefting to us. ' Though our
limitsdo not admit of a-particular reply to
thofe unfounded prejudices, ‘yet wecannot
forbear regretting, what- appears to be a
lamentable’ ignorance” of ‘the nature and
‘defign of 'Chri&iani-ty, which diftinguifhes
our times, and-which has given rife to
‘both. thefe “fuppofitions.  They, for ex-
ample; who regard religion but as a more
{ublimated fyftem of morality, and look for
mothing in the Scripture but rules of moral
‘condudt, muft neceffarily feel themfelves
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at a {tand, when fomething infinitely deeper
{feems to prefent itlelf béfore'them.  But,
if it were firft fully known, what the Chrif-
tianity of the Apoftles actually was, their
{fentiments would foon become intelligible:
They treat of Chriftianity as an  inward
principle {till more than as a rule of con-
duct. They by ‘no: means neglett the
latter ; but the former is their leading ob--
je€t. In ftrict obfervance of that maxim,
fo varioufly given by their divine mafter—
¢« Make the tree good, and its fruit will
be good.”” — They accordingly defcribe a
procefs, which, in order to real goodnefs,
muft take place in the depths of the heart.
They deteét a root of evil, which difquali
fies man for all real virtue, and deprives
him of all real happinefs. And they de-
feribe an influence, proceeding from God
himfelf, through a divine Mediator, ready
to be communicated to all who feck it, by
which this evil nature is overcome, and a
holy and heavenly nature formed in its
room. They deferibe this change as tak-

Q2 ing
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ing place by means of the truths and facts
revealed in the Gofpel, imprefling them-
felves by the power of God’s holy Spirit
upon the mind and heart ; in eonfequence
of which, new defires, new taftes, new
powers, and new purfuits fueceed. Fhings
temporal fink down inte complete fubor-
dination to things eternal; and fupreme
love to God, and unfeigned charity to many
become ‘the mafter-paflions of the foul,
Thele are the fubjeéts which are chiefly
dwelt oniin the Epiftles, and they will always
in a meafure be unintelligible to thofe who
do not ¢ receive the truth in the love of it.””
Even in many human purfuits, atual
pradtice is indifpenfible to a clear undes-
{tanding of the principles.

Ii this be a fajr ftate of the cafe, ought
we not to ftudy thefe portions of Seripture
with an attention fuitable to their acknow-
ledged: depth, inflead of attempting to
force a meaning upon them, at the expence
of common fenle, in order to make them
feem to correfpond with our fuperficial

relicion ?
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religion ? Should we not rather endeavour
to bring our religion to a conformity with
their plain and literal import? Such at-
tempts, fincerely made, would foon give
clearnefs to the underftanding ; and a more
than philofophic confiftency,aswell as amore
than human energy, would be found there,
where all before had feemed perplexed and
obfcure. We do not however deny, that
the Epiftles contain more reference than
the Gofpels to Jewifh cuftoms, and toa
variety of local and temporary circumitances
not well underftood by us.  Yet, though
written to individual men, and to particular
churches ; not only general inferences, ap-
plicable to us, may be drawn from particu-
lar inftru&ions, but, by means of then,
the moft important doétrines are often
pointedly exhibited.

Where this truly Chriftian difcernment
is exercifed, it will be evident how much
it foftens and enlarges the heart! how it
extends and illuminates the mental view !
how it quickens and invigorates feeling !

ok how
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how it fits the mind for 4t once attending
to the minuteft, and comprehending  the
vafteft things! In’ fhort, how pure, how
wife, how difinterefted, how heavenly,—I
had almoft faid, how ‘morally omnipotent.

it makes its complete votary ! ey
On ‘this hedd we will add but one re-
mark more.~—Even through the medium of
a tranflation, we obferve  a ' remarkable
difference of manner in the apoftolic “wri-
ters.  There is'indeed a very clofe refem-
blance between the views  and topics' of
St. Paul .and St. Peter, though with much
difference of ' ftyle.  But St James and
St. John differ from both thefe, and from
€ach other, as much as any writers could,
who agree cordially in one general end.
The Chriftian philofopher will be able to
account for this difference, by its obvious
correfpondence with what he fees daily in
natural tempers.  In St. John he will dift
cover the caft and turn of a fublimely con-
templative  mind, penetrating the inmoft
{prings of moral ation, and viewing -the
X heart
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"eart as alone fecured and perfected by an,
habitual filial reyerence toy, and, as he ex<
prefles it, ¢ communion with, the Father of
Spirits.”’ In St.- James - he will fee ithe
marks of a plain and more practical; mind;
vigilantly g’uarding,again{t the deceits and
dangérs of the world, and fomewhat jealous
left: fpeculation fhould, in any inftance, be
made 4 pretext for negligence in practice;
And laftly, he will perhaps recognize in
$t. Paul, that moft powerful character of
mind, which, being-under the influence of
o particular temper, but poflefling each in
its full ftrength, and all in due temperament;,
gives 1o coloul'illg to “any objeét ‘but what
it attually poflefles, purfues each -valuable
end in ftriét proportion to its worth, jand
yaries its felf-directed courfe, in eompliance
with no attra&tion, but that of trathy ol
fitnefs, and of utility.  In fuch-a variety;
then, he will find a new evidence thetruth
of Chriftianity, which, is thus alike attefted
by witnefles the moft diverfified; and lie
will, -with humble gratitude, adore that

Q4 con.
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condefcending wifdom and goodnefs, which
has thus, within the facred -volume itfelf;
recognized, and even provided for, thofe
diftin&ions of the human mind, for which
weak mortals are fo unwilling to make

allowance in each other. ipsiig
"The prophetic part is mentioned laft, be-
caufe it peculiarly extends itfelf through
the whole of the divine volume. com-
mences with the firft encouraging promife
which was given to man after the primeval
tranfgreflion, and it occupies the laft por-
tion of the New Teftament. It might
maturally have been expetted, that in a
revelation from the Sovereign of all events,
the future defigns of Providence {hould be
fo far intimated, as clearly to evince a
more than human forefight, and by con-
fequence a divine origin. It might alfo
have been thought probable, that thofe
prophecies fhould embrace o extended a
feries of future occurrences, as to provide
for fucceflive confirmations of the revela-
tion, by fucceflive fulfilments of the pre-
dictions.
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didtions.  And laftly, it might be thought
reafonable, - that ~while fuch; intimations
thould be fufficiently clear to be explained
by the altual event, they fhould not be {o
explicit as to gratify curiofity refpeéting
future contingencies; fuch an anticipation
of events being  clearly unfuitable to that
kind of moral goverament under which
‘the author of our nature has placed us.

- It is conceived that fuch precifely are the
chara&ers of thofe predittions which are fo
numerous in the Seripture. -~ They point to
a continued fucceflion of great 0CCUITENCES 3
but, in general, with fuch fcattered rays of
light, as to furnifh few materials for pre-
mature fpeculation. Even to the prophet
himfelf the profpec is probably enveloped
in a deep mift, which, while he looks in-
tently, feems for a fhort fpace to open, and
to prefent before him certain orand objelts,
whofe fleeting appearances he imperfectly
catches, but whofe connection with, or
remotenefs from, each other he has not

fufficient light to diftinguifh.
Thefe
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' Thefe “remarks, - however, 'app}y moft
itrictly to prophecies of ‘remote events,
When - nearer occurrences are ~foretold,
whether relating to the Jewifh nation; or te
the countries in'its neighbourhood, there is
often a furprifing clearnefs, as if in thefe
cafes, the intention was to-direct: conduét
for the prefent, -as well as confirm faith by
the refult. ' And in a few important ins
ftances, even diftant futurity is fo diftin&tly
contemplated, as to make fuch predictions
4 permanent, and, to every candid reader,
an irrefragable evidence, that a volume fo
undeniably ‘ancient, and yet fo unequivoe-
cally preditive, can be no other than
divine. - ;
£/Of this laft clafs of prophecies, as moft
dire&tly interefling, it may not be ufelefs
to point out the following ftriking exam.-
ples.  The denunciation by Moles, of what
thould be the final fate of the Jews, in cafe
of obftinate difobedience *.—Iaiah’s afto.

* Deut. KXVl

niﬂﬁng
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sithing picture of the fufferings, death, and
fubfequent triumph of the Redeemer *; a
prediction upon which every kind of fo-
phiftry has been tried in vain.—The dream
of Nebuchadnezzar, with Daniel’s inter-
pretation 13 'a propheey which contains in
it an abfolute demonitration of revealed
religion.—Daniel’s own vifion of the four
empires, and ‘of ‘that divine one which
fhould fucceed them {. His amazing pro-
phecy of the feventy weeks'§, which, how-
ever involved in obfcurity as to nicetics of
chronology, is, in clearnefs of prediétion, a
franding miracle ; its fulfilment in the death
of the Meffiah, and the deftruéion of Jeru-
falem being as felf-evident, “as ‘that Caefar
meant to record: his own ations in his
Commentaries.~ To ‘thefe T would add,
laftly, that wonderful reprefentation of the
papal tyranny in the Apocalypfe ||, which,
however involving fome: oblcure circume

* T{atah, L, + Daniel, 1. 1 Danid, vifyl
§ Daniel, 1. I Chap. xvi.

{ratices;
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ftances, is neverthelefs fo luminous an in.
ftance as to preclude the poffibility of eva-
fion, The extreme jufinefs of the ftate-
ment refpeéting papal Rome muft force
itlelf on every mind, at all acquainted with
the ufual language of the Old Teftament
prophets, and with the authentic faés of
ecclefiaftical hiftory.

Among crcuinftantial prophecies of near
events, may be reckoned Jeremiah’s pre-
diction of the taking of Babylon * by the
king of the Medes, on which the hiftory
of the event, as given by Xenophon in the
Cyropedia, is the beft poflible comment,—
"The prophecy of the fall of Tyre in Eze-
kiel 1, in which there is the moft remarkable
detail of the matter of ancient commerce
that is perhaps to be any where found.—
But of all fuch prophecies, that of our
Saviour, refpecting the deftrution of Jeru-
falem, as given in repeated parables and
exprefs denunciations, is moft deeply wor.
thy the attention of the Chriftian reader,

¥ Jeremiah, 1, and li. + Ezekiel, xxvi. and xxvii,

A quels



THE NEW TESTAMENT. 237

. A queftion has been ftarted among {cho-
lars refpecting the double fenfe of prophecy ;
but it feems aftonithing to any plain reader
of the Bible, how it could ever beconie 4
mattet of donbt.—<What can be more likely,
for inftance, than that fome prefent event in
which David was interefted,perhapshis inau-
guration, fuggefted to him the fubjett of the
fecond pfalm? Yet,what can be more evident
than that he defcribes a dominion infinitely
beyond what can be attributed to any
earthly potentate? The falt feems to be,
that the Jewith difpenfation being, in its
moft leading parts, a prefiguration of the
Chriftian difpenfation, and the moft cele-
brated perfons, as well as events, being typi-
cal of what was to come, the prophetic
fpirit could not eafily contemplate the type
without being carried forward to its com-
pletion. And, therefore, in almoft every
cafe of the kind, the more remote objett
‘draws the attention of the prophet, as if
infenfibly, from the neaver. The greatnels
of the one naturally eclipfing the compara-

tive
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tive littlenefs of the other.. This occurs i
fuch a number of inflances; as to form oné
of the moft pLomment charatters of pro-

phecy.
~'We fhall conclude the fub_}e& with ob:
ferving on that overr uling Providence
which took care that the Seriptures of the
Old Teftament thould be tranflated into the
Grecek language, before the original dialett
became obfcure, by which means, not only
a moft imporrant preparation ‘was made for
the fuller manifeftation which was to follow;
but the fenfe of the Scriprures, in all im-
portant inftances, was fo uneq‘uivocally
fixed, as to furnith both a guide for the
learned Chriftian in  after-times, and a
means of confronting Jewifh mifreprefenta:
tions with the indifputable acknowledge-
ments of earlier Jews, better ufed to the
language, and uninfluenced by any preju-
dice. And, may we add, that the choice
of 'the Greek for the original language of
the New Teltament, is not lefs worthy of
attention ! By that wife and gracious ar-
rangement,



THE NEW TESTAMENT, 239

tangement, every lineament and every point
of our divine religion has acquired an im-
perithable charaéter ; fince the learned have
agreed, that no language is fo capable of
exprefling every minute diftinétion .and
fhade of thought and feeling, or is fo inca-
pable of ever becoming equivocal: the
works which have been compofed in it,

enfuring its being ftudied to the end of the
world.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XXXI.

On the Abufe of Terms.—Enthufiafm.—Su-
o perfRition—Zeal for religious Opzmom 7o
Praqf of Religion.

To guard the mind from prejudice is no
unimportant part of a royal education.
Names govern the world.  They carry
away opinion, decide on charalter, and
determine practice. Names, therefore, are
of more importance than we are aware.
We are apt to bring the quality down to
the ftandard which the name eftablifhes,
and our pradtice rarely rifes higher than
the current term which we ufe. when we
fpeak of it.

The abufe of terms has at all times been
an evil. To enumerate only a few inftances.
We do not prefume to decide on the mea-
fure which gave birth to the clamour,

when we aflert, that in the progrefs of that
clamour,
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clamour, greater violence has feldom been
offered to language than in the forced union
of the two terms, Liberty and Property*.
A conjunttion of words, by men who were,
at the fame time, labouring to disjoin the
things. I liberty, in their fenfe, had been
eftablithed, property sould have had an
end, or rather would have been transferred
to thofe, who, in {fecuring what they termed
their liberty, would have made . over to
- themfelves that property, in the pretended.
defence of which the outecry was made.
At a more recent period, the term equality
has been fubdtituted for that of property.
The word was- altered, but the principlg
retained. And, as the preceding clamour
for liberty was only a plaufible cover for
making property change hands, fo it has of
late been tacked to equality, with a view to
make power change hands. Thus, terms
the moft popular and impofing, have been
uniformly ufed as the watch-words of
tumult, plunder, and fedition.
#* By Wilkes, and his fa&ion.
VOL. i1, g But
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But the abufe of terms, and efpecially
their unneceflary adoption, is not always
limited to the vulgar and the mifchievous.
It were to be wifhed that thofe perfons of 2
better caft, who are ftrenuous in counter-
atting the evils themfelves, would never
naturalize any terms which convey revo-
lutionary ideas. In England, at leaft, let
us have no civic honours, no organization
of plans.

‘There are perhaps few words which the
reigning practice has more warped from its
legitimate meaning and ancient ufage than
the term proud. Let us try whether John.-
fon’s definition fanttions the adopted ufe.—
“ Proud,” fays that accurate philologift;
“ means, elated — haughty— daring— pre-
Jumptuous—oftentatious,”” &c. &c.  Yet, do
we not continually hear, not merely the
journalift and the pamphleteer, but the
legiflator, and the orator, fages who give
law, not to the land only, but to the lan-
guage, ufing the term exclufively, in an
honourable fenfe.—¢ They are proud to

acknow-
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acknowledge,”” — ¢ proud to confefs.”
Inftead of the. heart-felt language of grati-
tude for a deliverance or a vi&ory, we hear
of “a proud day,”—<“a proud circum-
ftance, ’—¢¢ a proud event;”’—thus raifing
to the dignity of virtue, a term to which
lexicographers and moralifts have annexed
an odious, and divines an unchriftian fenfe.
If" pride be thus enrolled in the lift of
virtues, muft not humility, by a natural
confequence, be turned over to the cata-
logue of vices ? If pride was made for man,
has not the Bible afferted a falfehood ? -

In the age which fucceeded to the re-
formation;, "¢ holinefs™ “and’ “¢“ praétical
piety”’ were the terms employed by divines
when they would inculcate that conduct
which is fuitable to: Chriftians.  The very

o

=1

‘words conveyed a folemuity to the mind,
calculated to aflift in raifing it to the pre-
feribed ftandard.  But thofe very terms
being unhappily ufed, during the ufurpa-
tion,.as marks to cover the worft purpcles,
became, under Charles, epithets of ridicule

i

R 2 and
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and reproach ; and were fuppofed to imply
hypocrify and falfe pretence. And when,
m a fubfequent period, decency refumed
her reign, and virtue was countenanced,
and religion refpeéted ; yet mere decorum
was too often fubftituted for religious
energy, nor was there fuch a general fu-
periority to the dread of cenfure, as was
fufficient to reftore the ufe of terms, which
hypocerify had abufed, and licentioufneft
derided *. '

* It is however to be obferved, that at no period,
perhaps, in Enghth hiffory, was there a more firi@
attention to public morals, or a more open avowal of
religion, than during the fhort reign of Queen Mary.
Nothing was, with that excellent Princefs, fo mo-
mentous an objet, as that religion might attain its
jult credit, and diffufe its effe¢tual influences amongft
{ociety. Upon this her deepeft thoughts were fixed ;
to this her moft afliducus endeavours were dire@ed,
And it was not wholly in vain. A fpirit of pious
activity fpread itelf both through clergy and laity.
Religious men took frefh courage to avow themfelves,
and merciful men laboured in the caufe of humanity
with increafed zeal and {uccels. It feems to have
been under this brief, but aufpicions government, that
the diflolute habits of the two former reigns received
their firlt effe€tual check,
: Indifference
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- Indifference in fome afflumed the name
of moderation, and zeal in others either
grew cool, or was afhamed to appear warm.
The ftandard of language was either let
down to accommodate itfelf to the ftandard
of prattice, or piety itfelf was taken fome
notes lower, to adapt it to the eftablifhed
phrafeology.—Thus, morality, for inftance;
which heretofore had only been ufed (and
very properly) as one name amongft many,
to exprefs right condu&, now began to be
eretted into the exclufive term. The term
itfelf is moft unexceptionable. Would that
all who adopt it, atted up to the rectitude
it implies ! but, partly from its having been
antecedently ufed to exprefs the pagan vir-
tues ; partly from its having been fet up
by modern philofophers, as oppofed to the
peculiar graces of Chriftianity, and confe-
quently converted by them into an inftru-
ment for decrying religion; and partly
becaufe many who profefs to write theories
of morality, have founded them on a mere
worldly principle, we commonly fee it
’ R 3 employed
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employed not in its own diftin& and limited
meaning, but, on the contrary, as a fubfti-
tute for that comprehenfive principle “of
elevated, yet rational piety, which forms at
‘once the vital fpring and effential: cha-
ralteriftic of ¢ h11fhan conduct.

It is neceffary alfo to 'apprize thofe
whofe ‘minds" we are forming, that when
they wifh to inquire into the charatérs of
men, it is of importance'to alcertain - the
‘principles of him who gives the charaéter,
in order to obtain a fair knowledge of him
of whom the charaler is given. To ex-
emplify thisremark by the term enthufiafm.
While the wife and temporate Chriftian
deprecates enthufiafm as highly pernicious,
even when he hopes it may be honeft—
jultly aferibingit to a perturbed and unfound,
or, at leaft, an over eager and weak mind—
the irreligious man, who hates piety, when
he fancies he only hates fanaticifm, applies
the term enthufialt to every religious per-
{fon, however fober his piety, or however
corrett his conduét.

But
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But even he who is far from remarkable
for pious ardours, may incur the ftigma of
enthufiafm, when he happens to come under
the cenfure of one who piques himfelf on
ftill greater latitude of fentiment. Thus,
he who profefles to believe in ¢ the only
begotten Son of God as in glory equal with
the Father,” will be deemed an enthufiaft
by him who embraces the chilling doctrines
of Socinus. And we have heard, as if it
were no uncommon thing, of a French phi-
lofopher of the higheft clafs, accounting his
friend un pew fanatique, merely becaufe the
latter had fome fu/picion that there was a
God. In fa&, we may apply to enthufiafm,
what has been faid on another occafion :

Afk where’s the North—At York, ’tis on the
Tweed,

In Scotland, at the Orcades ; and there,
- At Greenland, Zembla.

But, it may be afked, has religious enthu-
fiafm, after all, no definite meaning? or
are religion and frenzy really fo nearlyallied,
that no clearly diftin&ive line can be drawn

R 4 between
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between them? One of our moft eminent
writers has told us, that ¢ enthufiafm is a
kind of excefs in devotion, and that fupera
ftition is the excefls, not only of devotion,
but of religion in general,”—A {trange
definition ! For what is devotion, and what
1s religion, if we cannot be in earneft n
‘them, without hazarding our rationality,
which, however, muft be the cafe, if this
definition were accurate ? For, if the excefs
of devotion were enthufiafm, and the excefs
of religion were fuperftition,it would follow,
that to advance in either would be to ap-
proximate to fanaticifm. Of courfe, he wha
withed to retain his mental fanity, muft
liften with caution to the apoftolic precept,

of g}”owing in grace, |
But, with all due refpe@ to Mr. Ad.
difon, may we not juftly queftion, whether
there can be fuch a thing as an excefs of
either devotion or religion, in the proper
lenfe of the terms? We never ferioufly
fuppofe that any one can be too wife, too
pure; or too benevolent.  If atany time we
; ufe
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afe a language of this apparent import, wé
always conceive the idea of fome {purious
intermixture, or injudicious mode of exer-
cife. But when we confine our thoughts
to the principle itfelf, we do not apprehend
that it can become too predominant,—=tg
be too virtuous, being juft as inconceivable
as to be too happy.

Now if this be true of any fingle virtue,
muft it not hold equally good refpetting
the parent principle of all virtue 7——What
is religion, or devotion, (for when we
fpeak of either, as a principle, it is, in fadk,
a fynonyme of the other,) but the “{o loving
what God has commanded, and defiring
what he has promifed, as that, among the
fundry and manifold changes of the world,
our hearts may furely there be fixed, where
true joys are to be found r” Now can
there be excefs in this ! We may doubtlefs
mifunderftand God’s commands, and mi/-
conftrue his promifes, and, in either way,
inftead of attaining that holy and happy
fixednels of heart, become the victims of

reitlels
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reftlefls perturbation. But if there be fio
error ‘in our apprehenfion, can there
be any excefs in our love ?—What does
God command? Every thing' that tends te
our ‘perfonal, focial, political, as well as
eternal well-being. Can we then feel ‘too
deep love for the fum of all moral excel-
lence? But what does God promife?
Guidance, protection, all neceffary aids,
and influences here; and hereafter, ¢ ful-
nefs of joy and pleafures at his right hand
for evermore.”—Can fuch bleflings as thefe
be too cordially defired ?  Amid

The heart achs, and the thoufand natural thocks
Which flefh is heir to,

canour hopes of future happinefs be too
cheering, or our power of rifing above the
calamities of mortality be too habitual, or
too effeCtual 7—Such are the queftions
obvioufly fuggefted by the fuppofition of
fuch a thing as excefs in religion. And
doubtlefs the anfwer of every ferious and
refleting mind muft be, that in ¢ pure and

undefiled



ENTHUSIASM AND SUPERSTITION. 25t

undéfiled religion;” in loving the Lord
our God w:th all tour heart w1th all our
mind, with ‘all-our foul, and’ with all our
ftrength, and our neighbour as ourfelves,”
the idea of .excefs is as Incongruous and
inadmiffible; as that of a happy life being
too long, or of the joys of heaven being lefs
defirable becaufe they are eternal.

“But if, inftead of cultivating and ad-
vancing in this love of "God and man,—
inftead of loving what God has really com-
manded, and defiring what he has clearly
promifed in his holy word,—this word
be negletted, and the fuggeftions of an
ardent, or of a gloomy fancy be fubftituted
in its room, then the perfon becomes, in the
“frictelt and trueft fenfe, a fanatic; and as
his natural temperament may happen to be
fanguine or faturnine, he rifes into imagi-
nary raptures, or finks down under tor-
turing apprehenfions, and flavifh felf-inflic
tions.

Here then, if I am not miftaken, we may
difcover the real nature of both enthufiafin

and
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and fuperftition. It is not excefs of devo-
tion which conftitutes the one, nor excefs
of religion in general which leads to the
other. But both are the confequence of a
radical mifconception of religion. Each alike
implies a compound of ignorance and paf-
fion ; and as the perfon is difpofed to hope
or fear, he becomes enthufiaftical on the
one hand, or fuperftitious on the other.
He in whom jzzr predominates moft na-
turally miftakes what God commands, and
inftead of taking that Jsw for his rule,
¢ whofe feat is the bofom of God*,and whofe
voice the harmony of the world,” in a moft
unhappy manner, becomes a law unto him.
felf,—multiplying obfervances, which have
aothing to recommend them, but their
irkfomenefs or uncouthnefs ; and acting, as
if the way to propitiate his Maker was by
tormenting himfelf. He, on the contrary,
in whom the Aopeful paflions are prevalent,
no lefs naturally mifconceives what God

*Hooker’s Ecclefialtical Polity,conclufion of the 11t
Book.
has
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has promifed, and pleafes himfelf with the
profpe&, or perfuades himfelf into the
imaginary pofleffion, of extraordinary in-
fluences and fupernatural communications.
Both, it is evident, mean to purfue religion,
but neither has fufficient judgment to af
certain its real nature. Perhaps,in general,
fome mental morbidnefs is at the bottom,
which, when of the deprefive kind, dif-
pofes to the fuperftitious view of religion,
and when, of the elevating kind, to the
enthufiatical.

Religion, the religion of the Scriptures,
is itfelf an exquifite temperament, in whiclh
all the wvirtues, of which man is cdpable,
are harmonioufly blended. He, therefore,
who ftudies the Scriptures, and draws from
thence his ideas and fentiments of religion,
takes the beft method to efcape both enthu-
fiafm and fuperftition. Even infidelity is
no fecurity againft either. But it is ablo-
lutely impoffible for an intelligent votary of
{criptural Chriftianity to be in any refpet
fanatical. True fanatics, therefore, are apt

I [
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to'neglect the fcriptures, except fo far as
they can turn them to their own particular
purpofe.” The Romith Church, for ex-
ample, became negligent of the Scriptures,
nearly in proportion as it became fuperfti- -
fious. And ' every ftriking @ inftance : of
enthufiafm, if inquired into, will be found
to exemplify the fame derelition. In a
word, Chnftiarity is eternal truth, and
they who foar abgve truth, as well as they
who fink below it, equally overlook the
ftandard by which rational ation is to be
regulated ; whereas, to adhere {teadily to
this, is to avoid all extremes, and efcape,
not only the tendency t-oward . pertil-
cious excefs, but any danger of falling

into it. ,
Did we accuftom ourfelves to exact defi-
nitions, we fhould not only call the dif-
orderly religionift an enthufiaft ; we fhould
alfo feel, that if irrational confidence, un-
founded expe@ations, and affumptions withs
- out a bafis, be enthufiaim, then is the term
amoft juﬁly applicable to the mere worldly
’i moralifl.
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moralit. For, does not he wildly alfume
effeCts to be produced without their proper
means, who looks for virtue without piety;
- for happinels without holinefs; for reforma-
tion without repentance; for repentance
Withbut divine affiftance; for divine affift-
ance without prayer; and for acceptance
with God without regard to that Mediator,
‘whom God has ordained to be our great
high prieft. [ dd

But, while accuracy of definition is thus
recommended, let it not be forgotten, that
there is need on all fides of exercifing a
candid judgment. Let not the confcienti-
ous Chriftian fufpect, that the advocate for
morality intends by the term to depreciate
religion, unlefs it appear that he makes
morality the root as well as the produce of
goodnefs.—Nor let the moralit whofe af-
fections are lefs lively, and whofe views are
lefs celevated, deem the religious ‘man a
fanatic, ‘becaufe he fometimes. adopts the
language of Seripture to exprefs feelings to
which human terms are not always ade-

quate.
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quate. We mean not to juflify, but to
condemn, as a grofs defed of good fenfe,
as well as of talte and elegance, that ill.
conditioned phrafeology,which, by disfigur-
ing the comelinefs of piety, leflens its dig-
nity, and injures its interefts. . Doubtlefs, a
good underftanding cannoet be more ufefully
exercifed, nor can the effeéts of mental cul-
tivation be better thewn, than in 'bl‘iﬁging
every aid of a found judgment, and every
grace of a correct ftyle, into the fervice of
that divine religion, which does not more
contain all that is juft and pure, than it
~coalefces with all thatis * Jovely, and of
good report.”

The too frequent abufe of fuch terms as
moderation, candour, toleration, &c. thould
be pointed out to thole whofe high ftation
prevents thelr communication with the
world at large. It fhould be explained,
that moderation, in the new ditionary,
means the abandonment of fome of the
moft eflential dottrines of Chriftianity.—
That candour, in the fame fchool of philo-

logy,
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logy, denotes a latitudinarian indifference,
as to the comparative merits of all religious
fyftems.—That toleration fignifies fuch a
low idea of the value of revealed truth, and
perhaps fuch a doubt even of its exiftence,
as makes a man carelefs, whether it be
maintained or trampled on, vindicated or
calumniated.—A toleration of every creed
generally ends in an indifference to all, if
it does not originally {pring from a difbelief
of all. Even the noble term rational, which
fo peculiarly belongs to true religion, is
frequently ufed to ftrip Chriftianity of her
highelft attributes and her fublimeft energiess
as if in order to be rational, divine in-
fluences muft be excluded. Or, as if it
were either fuitable to our neceffities, or
worthy of God, that when he was giving
¢ his word to be a light to our paths,” he
fhould: make that light a kind of moral
moon-fhine, inftead of accompanying it
with fuch a vital warmth, as might in-
vigorate our hearts, as well as dire&t our
footlteps.

VOL. I, g Though
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Though it would be abfurd:for a Princé
to become a wrangling polemic like Henry
VIIL. or a ““royal doftor” like the firft
James ; yet, he thould poflefs fo much in-
formation, as to be enabled to form a rea-
fonable judgment between contending par-
ties, and to know the exifting ftate of
religion. And, that he may learn to deteét
the artifices of ‘men of loofe principles, he
fhould be apprized, that the prophane and
the pious do not engage on equal terms.
That the carelefsnefs of the irreligious gives
him an apparent air of good humour, and
his levity the femblance of wit and gaiety ;
while his Chiftian adverfary ventures not
to rifk his foul for a bon-mot, nor dares to
be witty on topics which concern his eter=
nalunterefs.

It will be important, on the other hand,
to thew, that it is very poilible to be zealous
for religious opinions, without poflefling
any religion ; nay, that a fiery religious
zeal has been even found compatible with
the moft flagitious morals. The church of

Rome,
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Rome, fo late as the fixteenth century,
prefented numberlefls examples 'of men,
whofe lives were a tiffue of vices, which
cannot fo much as be named, who yet, at
the rifk of life, would fight in defence of a
ceremony, for the prefervation of a con-
fecrated vafe, or a gift devoted to a
monatftery.

To fhew that it is poflible to be zealous
for religious opinions, without being religi-
ous, we need not look back to the perfe-
cuting powers of pagan or papal Romej;
nor need we feleé our inftances from the
difciples of Dominic ; nor from fuch mon-
{ftersas Catherine di Medici ; nor from fuch
fanguinary bigots as the narrow-foul’d
Mary, nor the dark-minded Philip. Ex-
amples from perfons lefs abhorrent from
human feelings, more mixed chara&ers,
the dark thades of whofe minds are blended
with lighter ftrokes, and whofe vices are
mitigated with fofter qualities, may be more
profitably confidered, as approaching nearer
to the common f{tandard of human life.

S 2 That
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That.a Prince may be very zealous for
veligious opinions and obfervances, and yet
be fo defeftive in moral virtue, as .to be
both perfonally and politically profligate, is
exemplified m our fecond James, who re-
nounced three kingdoms for his religion,
yet neither ferupled to live in the habitual
violation of the {feventh commandment, ner
to cmploy . the inhuma;n Jefleries” asihis
chancellor.

Harlai, archbifhop of Pana, chfhngmfhed
himfelf by his zeal in attacking herefy; fo
all religion was called, except that of the
yeluits.  His adtivity proceeded from ne
love of piety, but from a defire to make
his way at court, where zeal, juft then,
happened to be the fathion. = His religious
_allivity, however, neither prevented, mor
cured, the noterious licentioufnefs of his
moral conduc. —The King, his mafter,
fancied, that to punifh Janfenifm, was an
indubitable proof of religion ; but to perfe-
cute proteftantifm, he conceived to be the
confummation of piety.~~What a leflon for

Princes,
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Princes, to fee him, after the revocation of
the edict of Nantz, gratefully fwallowing the’
equally falfe and naufeous compliments of
his cl'ergy, for having, to borrow their own
phrafe, wwithout widlent methods made the
whole kingdom of one' opinion, and wnited all
his fubjecs to the faith of Rome! Iniquitous.
flattery ! when rour wmiLLions of thole
fubjetts were either groaning under torture,
or flying into exile; turning infidels, if
they refolved to retain their property ; or
chained to the gallies, if they preferred
their confeience to their fortune!

As the afflicted Hugonots were not per-
mitted to carry their complaints to the foot
of the throne, the deluded King fancied
his bloody agents to be mild minifters, and
the tortured proteftants to be mifchievous
heretics. But, though the kingdom was,
in many parts, nearly depopulated by exile
and executions, the fword, as ufual, made
not one profelyte. The fubjelts were tor-
tured, but they were not converted. The
rack is a bad rhetorician. The gallies may

g2 harafs
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harafs the body, but do not convince the:
underftanding, nor enforce articles of
faith *. 4

Under all thefe crimes and calamities,
Louis, as a French memorialift obferves,
was not afhamed to hear, what Boileau was
not athamed to fing,

L’ Univers fous ton regne a-t-il des Malheureux ?

Colbert, who was a wife man, might have
taught his royal mafter, that in this perfe-
cution there was as little policy as piety,
and that he was not bnly injuring his con-
{cience, but his country. By banithing fo
many ufeful fubjedts, he impoverithed the
{tate doubly, not only by robbing it of the
ingenuity, the manufactures, and the labour
of fuch multitudes, but by transferring to
hoftile countries all the induftry and talents

- * Louvois and his mafter would have done wifely
to have adopted the opinion of thofe two great mini-
fters of Henry IV. who, when prefled to perfecute,
replied, that they thought ¢ it was better to havea
peace which had two religions, than a war which
had none.”

which
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which he was driving from his own. If
the treachery of detaining the proteftants
under falfe promifes, which were imme-
diately violated, 1s ‘to be charged on
Louvois; the crime of blindly confiding in
fuch a minifter is to be charged on the king.

How little had this monarch profited,
by the example given, under fimilar cir-
cumftances, by Louis X1I. "When fome of
the pious Waldenfes, while they were im-
proving his barren lands in Provence by
their virtuous induftry, had been grievoully
perfecuted, through falfe reprefentations,
that prudent prince commanded the {tricteft
inquiry to be made into their real charac-
ter ; the refult ‘was, that he was fo perfetly
convinced of their innocence, that he not
only protefted them during the reft of his
reign, but had the magnanimity to declare,
that ¢ they were better men than him{elf,
and his Catholic fubjects.”

Happy had it been for himfelf and for
the world, if the emperor Charles V. had
inftituted the fame inquiries | Happy, if in

Xy oA il
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the meridian of his power, he had {tudied
the character of mankind to as good pur-
pofe, as he afterwards, in his monaftic re-
treat, ftudied the mechanifm of watches!
Aftonithed to find, that after the clofefh
application, he never could bring any two
to go juft alike, he exprefled deep regret at
his own folly, in having beftowed fo much
time and puins in the fruitlefs attempt of
brmgmg mankind to am exa uniformity
in their religious opinions. But, the dif-

covery was made too late ; he ended where
he fhould hclVC begun.

CHAP.,



-

*HE REFORMATION, 263

CHAP. XXXII,

The Reformation.

IN order to increafe the royal pupil’s
severence for Chriftianity, before fhe is her-
{elf able to appreciate its value, the thould
be taught, that it did not fteal into the
world in the days of darknels and ignorance,
when the {pirit of inquiry was afleep; but
appeared in the moft enlightened period of
the Roman empire. That its light dawned,

not on the remoter regions of the earth,

but on a province of that empire, whole
peculiar manners had already attratted
much notice, and whofe local fituation
placed it particularly wichin the view of
furrounding nations ; whereas the religion.
of Mahomet, and the corruptions of popery,
which ftarted up almoft together, arofe.
when the fpirit of inveftigation, learning,
and philofophy, had ccaled to exert itfelf.

I That,
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That, during thofe dark ages, both Chrif
tianity and human learning were nearly
extinguifhed ; and, that as both had funk
together, {o both together awoke from their
long flumber.-  The reftoration of letters
was the reftoration of religion alfo; the
free accefs to the ancient authors being one:
grand inftrument of the revival of pure
Chriftianity.

The learning which exifted in the church
antecedentlyto the Reformation, was limited
to very few, and was, in the general, but’
meagre and fuperficial ; and the purpofes
to which it was confined, formed an effec-
tual obftacle to fubftantial improvement.
Inftead of being employed in inveftigating
the evidences of Chriftianity, or in elucidat-
ing the analogy of Chriftian principles,
with the laws of the natural, and the exi-
gences of the moral world, it was prefled
mto the fervice of what was called {chool-
divinity ; a fyftem, which perhaps had pro-
videntially been ‘not without its ufes at a
previous period, efpecially when under. the

diicretion



THE REFORMATION; 267

difcretion of a found and upright mind, as
having ferved both to elicit and exercife the:
intelle@t of a ruder age. Study and induf-
try, however they may be mifapplied, are
always good in themfelves ; and almoft any
(ate is better than hopelefs inanity. ‘Thefe
men, perhaps, fuftained the caufe of reli-
gion, when fhe might utterly have funk,
though with arms little fuited to make their
fupport effeGtual, or to produce folid prac-
tical benefit, either to the church or the
people.  Some of the earlier fcholaftic
divines, though tedious, and fomewhat
trifling, were, however, clofe reafoners, as
well as pious men, though they afterwards
funk in rationality, as they increafed in
quibbling and fubtlety. Yet, defeltive as
their efforts were, they had been ufeful, as
they had contributed to oppofe infidelity,
and to keep alive fome love of piety and
devotion, in that feafon of drowfy inaétivity.
But, at the period to which we refer, their
theology had become little better than a
mazy labyrinth of trivial, and not {eldom

of
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of pernicious fophiftry. Subtle difquifitions,
metaphyfical niceties, unintelligible - obfcu-
rities, and whimfical diftin@ions, were fub.
fhituted in the place of revealed truth s for
revealed truth was not fufficiently intricate.
 for the fpeculations of thofe puzzling theo-
logians, of whom Erafmus faid, that ¢ they
had brought it to be a matter of {o much wit
t© be a Chriftian, that ordinary heads
were not able to reach it.”— And, as ge--
nuine Chriftianity was not [ufficiently inge--
nious for thefe whimfical doctors, neither
was it fufficiently pliant and accommodating
to fuit the corrupt ftate of public morals.
Almott entirely overlooking the Scrip.-
tures, the ‘fchool-men had built fchemes
and fyftems on the authority of the Fathers,
fome of them fpurious ones. The philo-
fophy of Ariftotle had alfo been reforted ta
for fome of the chief materials of the fyftem;
fo that, as the anthor of the Hiftory of the
Council of Trent informs us, ““If it Had
pot been for Ariftctle, the church had
wanted many articles of faith,”
The
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The early reformers defeated thefe fo-
phifters, by oppofing, to their unfubftantial
fyftem, the plain unadulterated Bible. The
very text.of holy Scripture, and the moft
fober, rational, and fimple deductions from
thence, furnifhed the ground-work of their
arguments. And to this noble purpofe
they applied that found learning, which
Providence had caufed to revive juft at the
neceffary period.  Their {kill in the Greek
and Hebrew languages enabled them to
read the original Scriptures, and to give
corre® tranflations of them to the public.
And, in this refpet, they had an important
advantage over the fchool-divines, who did
not underftand the language in which their
mafter Ariftotle had written. It is no
wonder, if an heterogeneous theology thould
have been compounded out of fuch difcor-
dant materials as were made up from fpuri-
ous fathers, and an ill-underftood pagan
philofopher.  The works of this great
author, which, by an inconfiftency not

uncommon,
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-uncommon in the hiftory of man, had not
long ‘before been prohibited by a' papal
decrce, and -burnt by public” authority,
came, in the fixteenth century, to be con-

fidered as little lefs than canonical I
But this  attachment to fophiftry and
jargon was far from being the worft feature
of the period in queftioni " The generality
of the clergy were funk into the grofleft
ignorance, of ' which inftances are recorded
fcarcely credible in ouriday of general
knowledge. It is difficult to fay whether
the ecclefiaftics had more entirely dife
carded ufeful learning, or Scripture truth.
In the place, therefore, of the genuine re-
ligion of the Bible, they fubflituted falfe
miracles, lying legends, purchafed pardons,
and prepofterous penances. A procedure
which became the more popular, as it
introduced a religion which did not infik
on the inconvenient appendage of a good
hife; thofe who had money enough eafily
procuring ‘indemnity for a bad one; and
to
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to the profligate and the affluent, the purs
chafe of good works was certainly more
agreeable than the pracice.
- We are far from aflerting, that there
were no mixtures of infirmity in the in-
ftruments which accomplithed the great
work of the Reformation. They were
fallible men. But it is now evident to
every fincere inquirer, that many of their
tranfaétions, which have been repre-
fented by their adverfaries as corrupt and
ctiminal, only appeared fuch to thofe who
did not take their motives, and the critical
circumftances of the times, into the account,
or who had an intereft in mifreprefénting
them. Many of thofe altions, which,
through falfe'colourings, were made to
appear unfavourable, = are now clearly
proved to have been virtuous and henour-
able ; elpecially when we take the then
fituation of things, and the ﬂagitious con-
duét of the priefts and pontiffs with whom
they had to deal, into the account.

Mr. Hume has been among the foremoft

to
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torevive and inflame the malignant reports
refpecting ‘them. He allows indeed the
inflexible intrepidity with which they braved
dangers, lortures, and even death - itfelf..
But ftill they were, in his eftimation, the
¢ fanatical and enraged Reformers.,” And
he carefully fuggefts, through the courfe of
his hiftory, that fanaticifm is the charaélerific
of the protejiant religion.  The terms ¢ pro-
teftant fanaticiim,”and*“fanatical churches,”
he repeatedly ufes. Ide has even the teme-
rity to affert, in contradiction to all credible
teftimony, fhat the reformers placed all
merit in “:a myfterious fpecies of faith, in
mward vifion, rapture and extafy.” A
charge, to fay nothing of truth and can-
dour, unworthy of Mr. Hume’s good fenfe,
and extenfive means of information. For
there is no fadt better known, than that
thele eminently wife men never pretended
to illuminations and impulfes. What they
undertook honeflly, they condutted foberly.
They pretended to no infpiration ; they did
not even pretend to introduce a zew, but

only
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only to reftore to its priftine purity, the
old religion. ¢ They refpected govern-
ment, practifed and ' taught' fubmiflion to
civil rulers, and defired only the liberty of
that confcience. which God = has made
free*.” . 4 0t [ foks

But though, in: accomplifhing the great
work of the. reformation, reafon, and
human wifdom, : were moft fuccefsfully
exercifed ; though the divine interference
was not manifefted by the working of mi-
racles, or the gift of fupernatural endow-
ments: yet who can doubt, that this
great work was direted by the hand of
Heaven, efpecially when we confider the
wonderful predifpofition of caufes, the ex-
traordinary combination of circumftances,
the leng chain of gradual but conftantly

* Sce an excellent appendix to Mofheim’s Eccle-
clefiaftical Hiftory, vol. iv. page 136. on the jfpirit of
the reformers, and the injuftice of Mr. Hume, by
that truly, elegant, candid, and accomplifhed {cholar,
and moft amiable man, the late Rey. Dr. Archibald
Maclaine,

The'lover and the love of human kind.

7663903 § O3Sty T progreflive
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progreflive. occurrences, by which this
grand event was brought about ? The' fuc-
ceflive, as well as contempqrary produc-
tion of fingular charaters, caleulated' to
promote’ its general accomphfhment and
each peculiarly fitted for his own refpective
work |==So many unconféious or un\mﬂmg
inftrumeénts made fubfervient to one gl‘eat
purpofe —— Triends  and - “enemies, ‘even
Muflulmen and popes, contubutmg, cer-
tainly ' without intending - 'it, * to ‘its' ad:
vancement [=-Mahomet banithing learning
from the caft, that it might providentially
find a fheltet in thefe eountries, where ‘the
new ‘opinions ‘were to be "fjx'opaga"ted il
Seperal fucceflive fovereign - pontiffs; col-
le@ing books, and pétronizlnrr that litera-
ture wth was fo" foon’ to be direted
~ againft their own domination —But abaove
all, the multiplication of contemporary
pop\ee weakening  the “reverence ‘of the
people, by occafioning ‘a {chifm in the
Church, and exhibiting its feveral heads
vandering about, - under the ludicrous
circumftance,



THE REFORMATION. 275
circumiftance, of each claiming infallibility
for himfelf, and-denying it to his compe-
titor |—Infallibility, thus folit, was dif-
credited, and in a manner annthilated.—To
thefe preparatory circumftances, we may
add the infatuation, or rather judicial blind-
nefs, of the papal power; the errors, even
inworldly prudence, committed by Leo,
a pontiff otherwife of admirable talents !—
The half meafures adopted, at one time,
of inefficient violence ; at another, of ineftec-
tual lenity |=="The " temporary  want of
fagacity in anecclefiaftical court, which
was ufually remarkable for political acute-
nels —The increafing aptitude of men’s
minds to receive truth, in proportion as
events occurred to mature it |—Some who
loved learning, and were indifferent to
religion, favouring the reformation as a
caufe conne&ed with good letters; the
old do&rines becoming united with the
idea of ignorance, as the new ones were
with that of knowledge !—-The preparatory
invention of printing, without which the

iy’ revival
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revival of learning would have been of little
general ule, and ‘the difperfion of the Scrip-
tures flow, and inconfiderable!'—Someé able
and keen-fighted men, working vigoroufly
from a perception of exifting abufes, - who
yet wanted fuflicient zeal for the promotion
of religious truth ! 8 T
The pointed wit, the farcaﬁlc irony, and
powerful reafoning of Erafmus, together
with his profound theological learning,
direGted againft the corruptions ‘of the
Church, with fuch force as to fhake the
credit of the clergy, and be of the utmoft
fervice to that caufe, which he wanted the
righteous courage fyftematically to defend™!
The unparalleled zeal, abilities, and inte-

* Every elegant Tcholar muft naturally be an ad-
mirer of Erafmus. We fhould be forry to incur the
cenfure of any {uch by regretting, that the wit and
tndignation of this fine genius fometimes carried him
too great lengths.  Impiety, doubtlefs, was far from
liis heart, yet in fome of his Colloquies, when he only
‘profefled to attack the errors of popery, religion
itfelf is, wounded by firokes which have fuch a ten-
dency to prophancnefs, as to give pain to the fober

reader.

grity
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grity “of Luther! His bold genius, and
adventurous {pirit, not contenting itfelf,
as the other: reformers had done, with
attacking notorious errors, and ftigmatizing
monftrous abufes; but fublimely exerted
in eftablithing, or rather reftoring the great
fundamentals of Chriftianity |—While Eraf-
mus, with that truly claffic tafte of which he
was the chief reviver, fo elegantly fatirized
the falfe views of God and religion, which
the Romifh church entertained, Luther’s
aim was to acquire true feriptural notions
of both. Ridicule ferved to expofe the
old religion, but fomething nobler was
nece{Tary to eftablifh the new.—It was for
Erafmus to fhake to its foundation the
monftrous . fyftem of indulgences; it re-
mained for Luther to reftore (not to invent)
the do&rine of falvation by remiflion of
fins through a Mediator.—While his pre-
deceflors, and even co-adjutors, had been
fatisfied with pulling down the enormous
mafs of corruptions, the mighty hand of the

B3 Saxon
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Saxon reformer not only removed the rubs
bith, but eretted a fair fabric of found doc-
trine in its place. The new edifice arofe in
its jult fymmetry, and derives impregnable
flrength, in confequence of its having been
ereéted on a broad foundation. Nothing
fthort of the-ardour of Luther could have
maintained this great caufe in one ftage,
while - perhaps the difcreet temperance Qf
Melan¢thon was neceffery to its fupport
in another |—The ufeful violence of Henry
in attacking the pope with a zeal as furious
as if he himfelf had not been an enemy to
the reformation, exhibiting a wonderful
tluftration of that declaration of the Al-
mighty, that the fiercenefs of man fhall turn
to his praife!/—"The meek wifdom of Cran-
mer, by which he was enabled to moderate
the otherwife uncentrolable temper of his
royal mafter !=—The undaunted fpirit and
matchlefs intrepidity of Elizabeth, which.
effectually flruggled for, and finally efta-
blithed it! Thefe and a theufand other

concurring
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concurring circumftances furnifh the moft
unclouded evidence, to every mind not
blinded by . prejudice, that the divine
AvuTtHor of Chriftianity was alfo, though
by the agency of human means and
inftruments, the RESTORER of it.

¢ ek CHAP.



280 RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS.

CHAP. XXXIIH.

On the Importance of Religious  Inflitutions
and Objérvance.r.——T/yey are fuited 1o the
Nature of C/Jrgﬁianiz‘y, and  particularly
adap{gd to the Characler of Man.

THAT torrent of vices and crimes which
the French Revolution has difembogued into
fociety, may be {o clearly and indifputably
traced to the fource of infidelity, that it has,
in a degree, become fafhionable to profefs
a belief in the truths, and a conviétion of
the value of Chriftianity. But, at the fame
time, it has too naturally happened, that
we have fallen into the habit of defending
religion, almoft exclufively, on political and
fecular grounds ; as if Chriftianity confifted
merely in our not being atheifts or
anarchifts. A man, however, may be re-
moved many ftages from the impiety of
French infidels, and yet be utterly deftitute

of real religion.
Many,
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Many, not openly prophane, but even
entertaining a refpe for the political ufes
of religion, have a way of generalizing their
ideas, fo as to difmils revelation from the
account.—Others again, who 'in this laft
refpect agree with the former clafs, affect a
certain fuperiority over the low contratted
notions of churchmen and collegians.
Thefe affert, that, if virtue be practifed,
and public order prefervéd, the motive on
which the one is pra&ifed, and the other
maintained, is not worth contending for.
Many there are, who, without formally re-
jeéting Chriftianity, talk of it at large, in
general, or in the abftra&t. As if it were
at once to exempt themfelves from the
trouble of religion, and to efcape the infamy
of Atheifm, thefe men affeét to think fo
highly of the Supreme Being, whofe temple
is univerfal fpace, that he needs not be wor-
fhipped in temples made with hands. And,
forgetting that the world which he thought
it worth while to create, he will certainly
think it worth while to govern, they aflert,

that
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that he is toor great to attend to the con.
cerns of fuch petty beings' as we are, and
too exalted to liften to our prayers.—That
itis a narrow idea which we form of his
attributes, :to fancy that one day or one
placeis more acceptable to him than another,
~—That all religions are equally pleafing to
God, provided the worfhipper be fincere.—
That the eftablithment of a public miniftry
is perhaps a good expedient of political
wifdom, for awing the vulgar; but that
every man is his own prieft.—That all
errors of opinion are innocent 3 and that the
Almighty is too juft to punifh any man for
{peculative tenets.

But, thefe lofty contemners of inftitu.
tions, obfervances, days, ordinances, and
prielts, evince, by their yery objections,
that they are not more ignorant of the
nature of God, as he has been pleafed; to
reveal himfelf in Scripture, than of the
charaler, of man, to whofe difpofitions,
wants, defires, diftreffes, infirmities, and
fins, the fpirit of Chriftianity, as unfolded

~ in
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in the Gofpel, is fo wonderfully accoms
modated. This admirable congruity would
be of itfelf fufficient, were there no other
proof, to eftablith the divine authority of
our religion.—Private prayer, public. wor-
thip, the obfervation of the Sabbath, a
ftanding miniftry, facramental ordinances,
are all of them fo admirably adapted to
" thole foblimely myfterious cravings of the
‘mind, which diftinguifh man from all infe-
rior animals, by rendering him the fubject
~ of hopes and fears, which nothing earthly
can realize or fatisfy, that it 1s difficult to
fay, whether thele facred inftitutions moft
belpeak the wifdom, or the goodnefs of that
fupreme benefator, who alone could have
thus applied a remedy, becaufe he alone
could have penetrated the moft hidden
recefles of that nature which required insesd
Religion, in faét, is not more effential to
man, than, in the prcfént ftate of things,
thofe appointments are effential to religion.
And, accordingly, we fee, that when they
are rejefted, however its unprofitable gene-

ralitics
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ralities. may he profefled, religion HRlf,
pracically, and in detail, is renounced.
Nor can it be' kept alive in creatures. fo
abounding in moral, and fo expofed to
natural evil, by mere metaphyfical diftinc-
tions, or a bare intelleGual conception of
divinity. In beings whofe minds are fo
kable to wander, religion, to be fuftained,
requires to be fubftantiated and fixed, to
be realized, and invigorated.  Confcious of
our own infirmity, we ought .to look for
évery outward 2id to improve every inter-
nal grace; and confequently, ought gladly
to fubmit to the control of habits, and the
regularity of inflitutions. Fven in the
common purfuits of life, our fugitive and
unfteady thoughts require to be tied down
by exercifes, duties, and external circum-
ftances. And while the fame expedients
are no lefs neceffary to infare the outward
abfervances of religion, inftead of obftru-
g, they promote its {pirituality 5 for they
are not more fitted to attra& the fenfes of
the ignorant, than they are to engage the

thoughts,
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thoughts, and fix the attention, of the en-
lightened. - While, therefore, in order to
get vid of i imaginary burdens, and fufpected
penalties, men ar‘e contending fer a philo-
{ophical religion, and an imaginary perfec-
tion, of which the mind, while incorporated
with matter, is little capable, - they lofe the
benefit of thofe falutary means and inftru-
nents, fo admirably adapted to the ftate of
our minds, and the conflitution of our
pature.—NMeans and inftruments, which, on
a fober, inquiry into their origin, will be
found as awfully fanétioned, as they are
obviouily fuitable ;—in a word, which will
be found, and this, when proved, puts an
end to the controverfy, to be the-appoint-
ments of God himfelf.

‘The  Almighty has moft ‘certainl.y de-
clared, that he will be worfhipped in fpirit
and in truth. But, does it therefore fol-
Jow, that he will not be worthipped in
Churches 2—We know that g// our days are
his, and for the ufe of all we are account-
able to him. But, does this invalidate the

2 , duty
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duty of making Sunday ‘more peculiarly
his 7—We are commanded to ¢ pray with-
out ceafing ; in every thing to give thanks;”’
that is, to carry about with ‘iis'a heart dif-
pofed to pray, and a’{pirit inclined to
thankfulnefs ; but, is this’any argument
againit our enjoining on ourlelves certain
ftated times of more regular prayer, and
fixed periods of more exprefs thank{giving?
Is it not obvious, that the negle& of the
religious obfervance of Sunday, for exams-
ple, refults, in fac, from an irreligious
ftate of the heart, however gravely philofo-
phic realons for the omiflion may be
affigned ? Is it not obvious ‘alfo, that the
very recurrence of appointed feafons ferves
to ftir us up to the performance of the
duties cllotted to them? The philofopher
~may deride this as a mechanical religion,
which requires to have its {prings wound
up, and ftands in need of external impulfes
to {et it a-going. DBut the Chriftian feels,
that though he is neither to regulate his

devotions by his crucifix, nor to calculate
3 them.
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them by hiso beads, yet, while his intel-
leéthal partois ‘encumbered with a body;
liable to bemifled by temptation without,
and impeded by corruption within, he frands
in need of évery fapplemental aid to remind,
to’ reftrain; and 'to fupport him. Thele,
therefore, are not helps ‘which fuperftition
has devifed, or fallible man invented.  1In-
finite wildom, " doubtlefs, forefeeing that
what was left' dependent on the choice of
mutable human will to be obferved, would
probably not - be ‘obferved at all, did not
leave fuch aduty'to fuch a contingency, but
eltablithed thefe inftitutions as part of his
written word ; the lawgiver himfelf alfo
fanGtioning the law by hisiown practice.
= It would be well if thefe men of Harge
views and philofophical conceptions, would
confider, if there be nothing in the very .
ftru&ture of the human mind, T had almoit
faid, in the  very conftitution' of mnature,
which ‘might lead us to expe@, that reli-
gion <oould have thofe groffer, and more
fahftantial parts and relations, which we
' have
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have reprefented ; inftead of being  that
entirely thin and fpiritual effence, of which
they vainly dream.—It was referved for a
philofopher of our own nation to thew, that
the richelt poficflions of the moft capacious
mind are only the well | arranged and
variegated ideas which originally entered
in through the medium of the fenfes, or
which we derive from contemplating the
operations of our own minds, when em-
ployed on thofe ideas of fenfation.—But, if
material bodies are the fources from whence
general knowledge is derived, why is every
thing to be incorporeal which refpeéts
religion? If innate ideas have no exiftence
in the human mind, why are our religious
notions not to be derived from external

objects 7
Plato, the pureft of heathen philofophers,
and the neareft to thofe who derived their
light from Heaven, failed moft effentially
in reducing his theory to pra&ice. He
feems to have fuppofed, that we poflefs
certain ready-framed notions of every thing
effential



RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS: 289

eflential to moral happinefs ; and that con-
templation of the chief good, and fubjugation
of animal nature, were all that was necefs
fary to moral perfettion. Is it not then
moft worthy of attention, that the holy
Scripture differs from the plan of the Gre-
cian fage, juft where he himfelf differs from
truth and nature, as developed by their
" molt accurate obferver, the fagacious and’
venerated Locke ? Man, according to this
profound reafoner, derives the original
ftock of his ideas from objeéts placed in his
view, which ftrike upon his fenfes.. Reve-
lation, as if on this very principle, prefents
' to man impreflive objects. ~ From the crea-
tion to the deluge, and ftill more from the
call of Abraham, when we may fay that
our religion commences, to the giving of
the Holy Ghoft, after our Saviour’s afcen-
fion, the period in which we may deem its
character completed, we are inftrued, in
a great meafure, by a feries of FacTs.—In
the earlier period, efpecially, we do not
meet with theoretic defcriptions of the
(4 NVOL. II. U divine
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divine mature, but we fee the eternal God
himfelf, as with our mind’s eye, vifibly

manifefting himfelf to the patriarchs, ex-

emplifying his attributes to their fenfes, and-
by interpofitions the moft impreflive, both

in a way of judgment and of mercy, train-

ing them to apprehend him, in the mode

of all others the moft accommodated to the:
weaknefs of human nature. -

Thus we fee a religion, in fome degree, &
matier of fact religion, growing gradually to
its completion 5 until ‘¢ he; who, at fundry
times and in divers manners, had {pcken to’
the fathers by the prophets, fpoke in thefe
laft days by his Son.”

And, thus we obferve the firft preachers
of Chriftianity, not philofophizing on ab-
ftra&t truths, but plainly bearing witnefs to
what had been tranfatted in their prefence.
~—~*“"The Word was made fleth, and dwelt
among us, and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father.”
And, again—** That which we have feen

and heard, declare we unto you.”
This
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"This then, s the particular chara&eriftic of
Chriftianity, that from its origin to its” final
confummation, it confiders man critically as
be is ; and, that is, not ashe was deemed by
the moft enlightened fages of earlier times,
butas he has been difcovered to be, by one
of the moft penetrating minds in the world,
feventeen hundred years after the Chriftian
era,  To this, now univerfally acknow-
ledged notion of man,every thing is adapted,
both “in what is recorded and  what is’
enjoined in the Scripture. Every obfetva
ance relates to fadls, and is fitted to imprefs
them. To ftrip Chriftianity, therefore, of
any of the obfervances, which are really of
fcriptural appsintment, would be to fubli-
mate it into philofophical inefficacy.  In
common life we fee the affettions little
“engaged in abftract fpeculation. They then
only are moved when thofe fenfible images,
which the laws of nature has made moving,
are aptly prefented to them. '

What, for example, could all the mathe-
matical truth in the world do, in exciting

U3 our
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our affe@tions, compared with a tale of
human mifery, or human magnanimity,
even though known to be fabricated for
our amufement ?—When Chriltianity then
is {fo obvioufly, in a great meafure, a bufinefs
of the affections, that we are then only
under its influence, when we love and de-
light in, as well as affent to, or reafon upon,
its principles ;—fhall we cavil at that reli-
gion which alone accomplifhes its end, on
account of thofe very features of it, which,
on every ground of philofophy, and by every
proof of efficacy, were the fa&t to be can-
‘didly inveftigated, render it fuch as it muft
be, in order to anfwer its purpofe?

There cannot be a more conclufive inter-
nal evidence of our holy religion than this,
that in every principle which it eftablifhes,
in every leflon which it inculcates, and in
every example which it offers, there 1is
- throughout one chara@ler that invariably
prevails, which is, the trueft and foundeit
good fenfe.  The Scripture, while, in the
main, fo plain and fimple, ¢ that he may

Tun
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yun that readeth;” has accordingly been
ever moft prized by its profoundeft- and
moft fagacious readers. And the longer
and more attentively fuch perfons have
ftudied it, the higher has their eftimation
ffen.  We will not adduce cafes from that
conftellation of fhining lights, the ledrned
churchmen, whofe teftimony might be ob-
jetted to, from thevery circumftance which
ought to enhance its value, their profeflional
attachment, becaufe the naming of Bacon,
Boyle, and Locke is fuflicient.

It will be found on the moft impartial'
{crutiny, that that plan or prafice which
is, clearly oppoled to Scripture, is 1o lefs
really hoftile to right reafon, and the true
interefts of man. And it is {carcely to be
doubted, that if we could inveftigate the
multiform hiftory of individuals in the
Chriftian world, it would be indifputable,
that a deep impreflion of Scripture facts
and principles had proved, beyond com-
- parifon, the molt fuccefsful prefervative
againft the worlt evils of human live. Tife

7 3 Doubtlefs,
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Doubtlefs, it has been found moft diflicult
to retain fuch an impreflion amid the bufi-
nefs, and pleafures, and entanglements of
the world ; but fo far as it has been re-
tained, it has been uniformly the pledge of
regularity in the conduct, peace in the
mind, and an honourable charatter in fo-
ciety.—Thus much by way of introduction
to the following chapter.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXIV.
Of the ¢ftablifbed Church of England.

L srisTianiTy then only anfwers its end,
when it is eftablifhed as a paramount prin-
ciple in the heart, purifying the defires and
intentions, tranquilizing the temper, eénlarg-
ing the affe&tions, and regulating the con-
du@. But, though this alone be its per-
fe& work, it has fubordinate operations,
which are not only valuable for their direct
refults, but feem, in the order of Provi-
dence, to be preliminary to its more inward
and fpiritual efficacy.

When we obferve how extenfive is the -
outward profeffion of Chriftianity, and how
obvionfly limited is a confiftently Chriftian
pra@lice; the firft emotion of a ferious
mind is naturally that of regret. Buta
more confiderate view will give occafion to
other feelings. It will be feen, that that

U 4 outward
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outward profeflion of our holy religion,
which is fecured by an eftablithment, i§ an
- ineftimable blefling to a community ; that
the public benefits which refult from it are
beyond reckoning, befides the far greater
utility of affording to each individual, that
Light of information, and thofe means of
religious worthip, which, duly ufed, will
enfure his eternal falvation.

That there fhould therefore be a wifible, -
as well as an invifible church, an inftituted,
as well as a perfonal religion, and that the
one fhould embrace whole communities,
while the other may extend to a compara-
tive few, appears not only the natural con-
fequence of Chriftianity, as a religious pro-
teflion, {preading through fociety, and ne-
ceflarily tranfmitted from father to fon, but
it feems alfo that kind of arrangement
which divine wifdom would fanction, in
order to the continuance of Chriftianity in
the world.

Thus much would rational refle&ion
diftate on a view of the cafe; but we are

not
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not left to our own mere reafonings.
What in itfelf appears fo probable, our
Saviour has intimated to us, as an effential
part of the divine plan, in feveral of his
parables. What is the leaven hid in the
three meafures of meal, but real Chriftianity
operating in thofe happy individuals whole
hearts and lives are governed by its n-
fluence? And what again is the mals of
meal with which the leaven is blended, but
the great body of mankind, who, by
God’s gracious Providence, have been led
to affume the Chriftian profeffion, and thus
to conftitute that vifible church, whofe
mixed charater is again thewn in the fub-
fequent parables of the net caft into the fea,
as well as in that of the wheat and the
tares.

If, then, the public profeffion of Chrif-
tianity be thus explicitly fan&tioned by the
divine widom ; if, alfo, our own daily expe-
rience fhews it to be moft beneficial to
fociety, as well as obvioufly conducive to
the inward and fpiritual purpofes of our

religion ;
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religion ; we muft admit, that the eftablith-
ment which evidently fecures fuch profef-
fion, is an obje& of ineftimable value, = It
was neceflary, in the order of nature, that
what was to impregnate the world, fhould
be firft itfelf prepared and proved. —For
three centuries, therefore, it pleafed God to
leave Chiiftianity to make its way, by its
own mere flrength, that by its fuperiority,
both to the allurements and the menaces
of the world, to all that could be defired,
and to all that could be fuffered by man,
its true nature, and its genuine energy,
might be for ever demonftrated; and its
cflicacy to affimilate, at length, the whole
world to itfelf, be evinced, by its refiftlefs
growth, in circumftances the moft appa-
rently defperate.

During this period, therefore, fuch in-
flruments alone were ufed as might ferve
to evince moft clearly, that ¢ the excellency
of the power was of God, and not of men.”
But when the feafon had arrived when the

mtermixture was to be extenfively pro-
moted,
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moted, then another and” very- different
agency was reforted to; when the world
was to be brought into the vifible church,
then the powers of the world received that
impulfe from the hand of Heaven, which
made them, in a deeper fenfe than ever
 before, ¢ minifters of God for good.”—
Then, for the firflt time, Kings and Princes
embraced the profeflion of Chriftianity, and
enjoined it by laws and ediéts, as well as
by ftill better methods, on the great body
of their {fubjets.

How far the national changes which then
took place were voluntary or neceflitated,
there is no occafion for us to inquire.—
¢ The good which is done upon the earth,
God doeth it himfelf.”  And what good,
next to the a&ual giving of the Gofpel,
has been greater than the providential
blending of the leaven of Chriftianity with
the great mafs of human fociety? If the
firft generation of thofe nominal Chriftians
were even pagans in their hearts, that did
not leflen the greatnefs of the benefit to

o pofterity.
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polterity.—They paffed away, and their
paganifm pafled away along with them:
and the light of Chriftianity, invaluable
in its immediate, but infinitely more fo in
its ultimate confequences, became the en-
taiied pofleffion of thefe European nations,
under  the double guarantee of popular at-
tachment, and political power. ;
Such was the providential origin of re-
ligious eftablifhments. Let thofe who
obje&t to them, only keep in their view,
that chain of events by which the Chriftian
profeffion was made mnational in any
country ; let them alfo inquire the fate of
Chriftianity in thofe countries, where cither
no fuch eftablithments took place, or where
they were overthrown by the afcendancy
of the Mahometan potentates.—Lalftly, let
them reflett on the benefit and the comfort
of that one fingle effect of ¢ Kings becom-
ing nurfing-fathers, and Queens nurfing-
mothers,” of the vifible Church,—the legal
enforcement of the Chriftian [abbath,—and
then fee on what grounds, as friends to
good
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good order, as honeft citizens, or as con-
fiftent Chriftians, they can oppofe or con-
demn fo efential and fo effectual an in-
{trument of the beft bleflings which human
kind can enjoy ?

If then the anational eftablifbment of
Chriftianity, even under the moft difadvan-
tageous circumftances, became the fource
of invaluable benefits and bleflings ; what
eftimate ought to be formed of that Chrif-
tian eftablifbment in particular, which, on
the moft impartial furvey of all fimilar
inftitutions which have been known in
the Chriftian world, will be found the moft
admirably fitted for its purpofe?

The eftablithed Church of England may
not, it is true, bear a comparifon with theo-
retic perfe@tion, nor will it gain the ap-
probation of thofe who require, that a
vifible fhould poflefs the qualities of an
invifible church, and that every member of
a national inflitution fhould equal in piety
certain individual Chriftians; nor, in any
point of view, can its real charater be al-

certained,
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certained, or-its juft claims be eftabliflied,
except it be contemplated, as afived  infti-
tution, exifting from the period of the re.
formatign to the prefent day, independently
of the variations and difcordances of the

-~ fucceflive multitudes who adhered to it.
“Let it then, under this only fair notion
of it, be compared with all the other na-
tional churches of the reformation, and, on
fuch a comparative view, its fuperiority will
be manifeft. The truth is, our church
occupies a kind of middle place; neither
multiplying ceremonies, nor affe&ting pom-
pouinefs of public worfhip~with the Lu-
theran church, nor reje@ing all'ceremonies
and all liturgical folemnity with the church
of Geneva ;—a temperament thus fingular,
adopted and adhered to, in times of un-
advanced light and much polemical diffo-
nance, amid jarring interefts and poli-
tical intrigues, conveys the idea of fome-
thing more excellent than could have been

expetted from mere human wifdom.

A national eftablithment is ill:fitted for
its
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its purpole, if it prefent nothing ftriking to
the external fenfes or imagination. Inorder
to anfwer its defign, it ought at once to
be fo outwardly attradtive, as to attach the
great mafs of -profefling” Chriftians to its
~ordinances ; and yet the fubftance of thefe
ordinances thould be fo folid and rational,
and fo fpiritual, as to be fitted to the farther
and ftill more important purpofe of infufing
inward vital Chriftianity.  Thefe charac-
ters, we conceive, are exhibited in the
Anglican church in a degree unexampled
in any other Chriftian eftablifhment. ~ She
alone avoids all extremes. Though her
worthip be wilely popular, it is alfo deeply
fpiritual ; though fimple, it is fublime. She
has rejetted pbmpous ceremontes, but the
has not therefore adopted an offenfive ne-
gligence. In laying afide all that was
oftentatious, fhe retained all that is folemn
and affeCting. ~ Her reafonable fervice
peculiarly exemplifies the apoltle’s injuncs
tion of praying with the underftanding as
well as with the heart. To both thefe the

chief
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chief attention is dire@ed, while the imaas
gination and the fenfes are by mo means
excluded from regard. It is our Saviour’s
exquifitely difcriminating rule applied to
another fubjett :—¢ Thefe, fays he, (the
weightier matters,) ye ought to have done,
and not to leave the otl‘lers undone.

If thefe remarks had nothing but opinion
to fupport them, a different opinion might
no lefs fairly be oppoifed to them. But let a
matter of fact queftion be atked. Which of
the proteftant eftablithments has beft an-
{wered its end *—In other words—in which
of the proteftant countries in Europe, have
the fundamental truths of Scripture been
moft firictly adhered to, and the Chriftian
religion moft generally refpe&ed 2—If we
inquire into the prefent circumftances of
proteftant Kurope, thall ‘we not find that,
in one clafs of churches on the continent,
the more learned of the clergy comumonly
become Socinians ; while, among the clergy
of the other, there appears a ftrange ten-
dency towards abfolute deifm ?— Amongit

8 the
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the laity of both churches, French prin-
ciples, it may be feared, have fo much pre-
vailed, as to become in a great meafure
their own punifhment.—For to what other
caufe but a departure from the faith of their
fathers, can we afcribe their having fo
totally loft the ardour and refolution,
which once diftinguifhed their communi-
ties? Infidelity takes from the collective
body its only fure cement, and from the
individual his only certain fource of courage.
It leaves the mafls of the people without
that pofleflion to be defended, in which all
ranks and degrees are alike interefted ; and
takes from the individual that one principle
which alone can, at all times, raife a human
being above his natural weaknefles, and
make him fuperior both to pleafure and
pain.  While religion was an objet with
the people alluded to, it infpired the loweft,
as well as the higheft, with a zeal to defend
their country againft invaders, who, if
predominant, would have robbed them of
their religious liberty.—But now, concern

VoL, 1L X for
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for religion being too generally 'cooled,
they prefer the moft difgraceful eafe fo
exertions which would neceflarily demand
{elf-denial, and might deprive them of that
only exiftence for which infidels can be
concerned. :
Why is it otherwife in England ? Why
are not we alfo overfpread with pernicious
“principles, and funk in bafe pufillanimity ¢
The Germans were once as brave, the
Swils once as religious as any of us'; but
bravery and religion feem, as far as we
can learn, to have abandoned fome of
thofe countries together. In England,
blefled be God! things prefent a very
different afpe&t. We have indeed much
to lament, and much, very much to blame ;
but infidelity does not triumph, nor does
patriotifm decline. “Why is it thus? Is it
not becaufe the temperament of the Englifh
eftablifiment has left no room for pafling
from one extreme to another; becaufe its
public fervice is of that fterling excellence,
which muft ever be attraflive to the im-
2 = prefhible
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preflible mind, edifying to the pious mind,
unimpeachable by the fevereft reafoner,
and awful even to the proﬂigate 2,

. Fory in enumerating the merits of our
-admirable eftablithment, we muft not reft
in the fuperiority of its forms, excellent as
they are, but muft extend the praife, where
it is fo juftly due, to the ftill more im-
portant article of her do&trines; For after
all, it is her luminous exhibition of Chrif~
tain truth, that has been the grand {pring
and fountain of the good which fhe has
produced. It .is. the fpirituality of her
worfhip,—it is the rich infufion of Scrip-
ture*,—it is the deep confeflions of fin,—
it is. the earneft invocations of mercy,—
it is the large enumeration of {piritual
wants, and the abundant fupply of corre-
fpondent bleflings, with which her liturgy

* Of the vaft importance of this one circumftance, an
early proof was given. ¢ Cranmer,” fays the learned
author of the Elements of Chriftian Theology, *“found
the people fo improved by hearing the Epiftles and
Gofpels, as to be krought to bear the alterations
which he had provided.”

%2 abounds,
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abounds, that are fo  happily calculated t6
give the tone of piety to'her children.

In forming this invaluable liturgy, there
was mo arrogant felficonceit on the one
hand, no relinquithment of ftri€t judgment -
on the other. The errors of the Romifh
Church were to be rejeéted, but the trea-
fures of ancient piety which fhe poflefled,
were not to be abandoned. Her formularies
contained ~devotional  compofitions, ' not
more venerable for their antiquity, than
valuable for their intrinfic excellence, being
at once fimple and energetic, perfpicuous
and profound.  What then was more fuit-
able to the fober fpirit of reformation, than
to feparate thofe precious remnants of an-
cient piety from their drofly accompani-
ments,~and, while thefe laft were de-
fervedly caft away, to mould the pure
gold which remained into a new form,
ftted at once to intereft, and to edify the
public mind ? ‘

It is worthy of obfervation, that in all
reforms, whether civil or religious, wife and

X good,
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good men prove themfelves to be fuch, by
this infallible criterion, that THEY NEVER
ALTER FOR THE SAKE OF ALTERING, but
in their zeal to introduce improvements,
are confcientioufly careful to depart no fur-
ther from eftablithed ufages, than ftriét

duty and indifpenfible neceflity require.
Inftead, therefore, ofits being any ftigma
on our church fervice, that:it was colleCted
from breviaries and miffals, it adds {ub-
ftantially to its value. The identity of true
Chriftian piety, in all ages, being hereby
demonftrated, in a way as fatisfaltory to
the judgment, as it is .interefting to the
heart. In fuch a procedure, Chriftian
liberty was united with Chriftian {obriety’;
primitive piety with honeft policy.-—— A
whole community was to be attached to the
new mode of worhip, and, therefore, it
was expedient to break their habits ne
more than Chriflian purity demanded.—
They only, however, who a&ually compare
thofe of our prayers, which are feletted
from Romifh formularies, with the originals,
200 catl



310 CHURCH OF ENGLAND,

can form a juft idea with what difcrimina-
tive judgment the work was executed, and
what rich improvements are often intro-
duced into the Englith colle&ts, fo as to
heighten the fentiment, yet, without at all
impairing the fimplicity.  Indeed, the wif-
dom and moderation of the founders of
our church were equally confpicuous in
the whole of their proceedings ; never fre-
nuoufly contending for any points, not even
in that fummary of Chriftian do&rines
which was to be the eftablifhed ftandard,
but for fuch as affeted the grand founda-
tions of faith, hope, and charity.

How honourable to our reformers, and
to the glorious work in which they fo fuc-
cefsfully laboured, that in the very firft
formation of the Englith church, that care
to diftinguith between eflentials and non-
eflentials thould be fo ftritly exercifed,
which the brighteft philofophical luminary
in his own, or perha.Es in any age, fome
years after, fo ftrongly recommended, and
fo beautlfully illuftrated. < We fee Mofes,”

fays
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fays Lord Bacon, ¢ when he faw the
Ifraclite and the Egyptian fight, he did not
fay, why ftrive ye? but drew his {word
and flew the Egyptian. But when he faw
two Ifraelites fight, he faid, you are breihren,
why ftrive you ? If the point of doétrine be
an Egyptian, it muft be flain by the fword
of the {pirit ; but if it be an Iraelite, though
in-the wrong, then, why ftrive you? We
fee of the fundamental points Chrift penneth
the league thus :—he that is not againft us
is for us *.” |

To the eternal praife then of our re-
formers, as well as with the deepeft grati-
tude to God, be it faid, that, in their con-
cern for matters of faith, in which concern -
they Yielded to none of their contemp'ora»-
ries, they intermingled a charity in which
they have excelled them all. And, in con-
fequence of this radical and truly Chrftian
liberality, a noble fpirit of tolerance has
ever been the charaleriftic of genuine

% T.ord Bacon on the Advancement of Learning,
Dook fecond. :
‘ X 4 Church
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Church of England divines: of thofe, I
mean, who have cordially agreed with the
firft reformers, and wifhed no deviation
from their principles, either in do&rine or
in worfhip ; defiring neither to add to, nor"
diminifh, the comely order which #hey had
eftablifhed in the public fervice; nor to be
dogmatical where they had been enlarged ;
nor relaxed where #hey had been explicit ;—
yet, ready at all times to indulge the pre-
judices of their weaker brethren, and to
grant to others that freedom of thought, of
which, in their own cafe, they fo fully un-
derftood the value., Qur firft reformers
were men of eminent piety, and, happily for
the interefts of genuine religion, far lefs
engaged in controverfy than the divines of
the continent, Even thofe of their own
nation, who differed from them in leffer
points, and with whom they did debate,
were men of piety‘allo, and entirely agreed
with them in dofrines. Hence, the {train
of preaching, in our Church of England
dmnes, became lefs polcmlcal and more

PIOBS
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_pious and pratical, than that of the clergy
of other churches. To this end the book
of Homilies was highly conducive, being an
excellent model which ferved to give the
example of ufeful and praétical preaching.
In this moft important particular, and in that
of deep and conclufive reafoning, we mdy
aflign the decided fuperiority to Englith
divines, above all thofe of the continent,
though the latter may perhaps, in fome
inftances, difpute with them the palm of
eloquence.

From divines of the above charaéter,
happily never wanting in any age, our
" natjonal eftablifhment has ever derived its
beft ftrength at home, and its honour and
credit in foreign countries.  Thefe have
made the Anghcan church looked up to,
by all the churches of the reformation.
'Their learning has been refpetted, their
wifdom has been efteemed, their liberality
has been loved and honoured, their piety
has been revered, by all of every proteftant
. communion who were capable of difcern-

ing
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mg and: a}ﬁproving excellence ; nay, even
in the Romifh communion, they have
fometimes excited a degree of eftimation,
which nothing could have called forth but

the moft indifputable fuperiority. .
But, it is not only in the clerical order
that the kindly influences of the Englifh
eftablifhment have been manifeft ; they
appear in the brighteft point of view, in
thofe illuftrious laymen, whofe labours have
contributed not lefs to raife the Britith
name, than the achievements, unexampled
as they have been, of our armies or our
navies. On account of thefe men, we have
been termed by foreigners, a nation of phi.
lofophers ; ‘and, for the fake of their writ-
ings, Englith has become, not fo much a -
fafhionable as, what is far more honourable,
a kind of learned language in almoft every
country of Europe.—Yet, in no writers
upon earth, has a fenfe of religion been
more evidently the very key-ftone of their
excellence.  This it is which gives them
that fobriety of mind, that intelle&tual con.
| fcientioufnefs
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{cientioufnefs, that penetrating purfuit, not
of fubtlety, but of truth; that decorous
dignity of language, that cordiality as well
as fublimity of moral fentiment and exprel
fion, which have procured for them, not
merely the fuffrage of the under({tanding,
but the tribute of the heart.

And let it be attentively inquired, how
they came by this rare qualification? how
it happened that in them, fo much more
{trikingly than in the learned and philofo-
phical of perhaps any other nation, increafe
of knowledge did mot generate fcepticiim,
nor ‘the confcioufnefs of  their mental
ftrength infpire them with contempt for
the religion of their country ! Was it not,
that that religion was fo modified, as equally
to endear itfelf to the vivid fenfibility of
youth, the quick intelligence of manhood,
the matured refle@tion of age and wildom?
That it did not, on the one hand, conceal
the beauty and weaken the {trength of vital
truth, by cumbrous and unneceflary ad-

junéts ;=-nor, on the other hand, withhold
from
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from it that graceful drapery, without
avhich, in almoft all inftances, the imagina-
tion, as it were, inftin&ively, refufes to per-
dorm its appropriate function of conveying
truth to the heart '—And further, have not
ithe above invaluable effeéts been owing to
this alfo, that the inherent fpirit of Chrif-
tian tolerance, which has been .defcribed,
as diﬁinguifhing our communion from
| -'e.ver-y -other -national communion in the
world, by allowing to their minds every
juft claim, ‘has -taken the beft pofiible
method of preventing intelletual licentiouf-
nefs? In fine, to what other caufes than
thofe. j-uft ftated, can we afcribe it, that this
<ountry, above all others, hasbeen the feat
of philofophy, unbounded in its refearches,
et modeft in its affumptions, and temperate
An its conclufions P—Of literary knowledge,
1ot only patiently purfued, and profoundly

explored, but wifely digefted, and ufefully
applied 7—Of religion, in its moft rational,
moft influential, ‘moft Chriftian fhape and
charaer ;—not the dreary labour of fuper-
o g fition,
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fiition, not the wild delirium of fanaticifm,
but the infallible ‘guide of reafon, the in-
vincible guard of virtue, the enjoyment of

prefent peace, and the affurance of future
happinefs ? |

But, whatever providential caufes have
hitherto contributed among us fto re-
ftrain infidelity and prophanenefs, have we
no reafon to fear, that their operations are
growing lefs and lefs powerful { And {hould
we not bear in mind, that it is not the form
of our church eftablifhment, incomparable
as that is, which can alone arreft the pro-
grefs of danger; if there fhould arife any
declenfion of zeal in fupporting its beft
interefts, if ever there fhould be found any
Jack of knowledge for zeal to work with.
The charater alfo of the reigning Prince
will always have a powerful effe either in
retarding or accelerating the evil.

One of our moft able writers on hiftory
and civil fociety*, is perpetually inculcating,
that no political conftitution, no laws, no

% Fergufon.
provifion
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provifion made by former ages, can ever
fecure the aftual enjoyment of political
happinefs and - liberty, - if there -be not 2
zeal among the living for the furtherance
of thefe objetts. Laws will be mifconftrued
and fall into oblivion, and ancient maxims
will be fuperfeded, if the attention of the
exifting generation be not alive o the fub-
je&.‘ 3 IE2L of : X
Surely it may be faid #t leaft with equal
truth, that no excellence of ‘our religious
eftablithment, no orthodoxy in our articles,
no, nor even that liturgy on whofe excel-
lencies we have delighted to expatiate, can
fecure the maintenance of true religion,
but in proportion as the religious {pirit is
maintained in our clergy ; in proportion
as it is diffufed among the people; in pro-
portion as it is encouraged from ' the
throne. ° \
If fuch then be the value, and fuchithe
refults of the Englith ecclefiaftical eftab-
lifhment, how high is the deftiny of that
perfonage, whom the laws of England re-
cognize
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cogmza' as its fupreme head on earth!
How important s it, that the Prince,
charged’ with fuch an unexampled truft;
fhould feel its weight, hould underftand its
grand pecuharltxes, and ‘be habitually im:
prefled with his own unparalleled refpon-
fibility. 'To' mifemploy, in any inftance,
the prerogative which this truft conveys, is
to lefien the ftability, and countera& the
ufefulnefs of the faireft and moft beneficial
of all the vifible fabricks, erefted in this
tower world! But what an ‘account , would
that Prince, or that minifter have to render,
who fhould ' fyfematically debafe this little
lefs than divine inftitution, by deliberately
confulting, not how the Church of England
may be kept high .in public opinion, in-
fluential on public morals,venerable through
the meek vet manly wifdom, the unaffetted
yet unblemithed purity, the energetic yet
liberal zeal of its clergy ;—but, how it may
he made fubfervient to the trivial and tem-
porary interefts of the prevalent party, and
the pafﬁng hour ?

Befides



320  OHURCH OF ENGLAND.
Befides the diflribution of dignities, and
the great indire&t influence which this ‘
affords the Prince, in the difpofal of a vait
body of preferment; his wifdom and ten-
dernefs of confcience will be manifefted
alfo in the appointment of the chancellor,
whofe church-patronage is immenfe. And
in the difcharge of that moft important
truft, the appointment of the higheft digni-
taries, the monarch will not forget, that his
refponfibility is proportionably the more
awful, becaufe the exercife of his power
is lefs likely to be controlled, and his judg-
ment to be thwarted, than may often
happen in the cafle of his political fervants.

Nor will it, it is prefumed, be deemed
impertinent to remark, that the juft admi-
niftration of this peculiar power may be
rcafonably expected as much, I had almoft
faid even more, from a female, than from a
menarch of the other fex. The bifhops
chofen by thofe three judicious Queens,
Elizabeth, Mary, and Caroline, were gene-
rally remarkable for their picty and learn-

ing.
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ing. And let not the writer be fufpected
of flattering either the Queen or the Bithop
by obferving, that among the wifdom and
abilities which now adorn the bench, 2
living prelate high in dignity, in talents,
and in Chriftian virtues, is faid to have
owed his fituation to the dilcerning piety
of her prefent Majefty. |

What an ancient Canon, cited by the
judicious Hooker, fuggefts to Dbifhops ' on
the fubje& of preferment, is equally appli»
cable to Kings.—It exprefsly forbiddeth them
1o be led by buman affeclion in beftowing the
things of God *.

* The Ecclefiaftical Polity.

YorL. if. ¥ CHAP;
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CHAP. XXXV.

Superintendence of Providence manifefted in
the Local Circumflances, and in the Civil
and Religious Hiftory of England.

A voxe the various fubjets on which the
- mind of the royal pupil thould be exercifed,
there is none more appropriate, than that
which might, perhaps, be moft fitly deno-
‘minated, zle.providential hiftory of England.
‘That it has not hitherto engaged attention,
in any degree fuitable to its importance, 1s
much more an apology for its being, in the
prefent inftance, {pecially adverted to, than
a reafon for its being any longer neglected.

The marks of divine interference, in the
seneral arrangement of ftates and empires,
are rendered fo luminous by the rays which
Scripture prophecy has thed upon them, as
to ftrike every mind, which is at once at-
tentive and candid, with a force not to be
refifted.

-
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refifted. =~ But, while this indifputable truth
leads us neceffarily to infer, that a like
fuperintendence to that which is over the
whole, a&ts likewife refpecting all the
feparate parts; the actual tracing this {u-
perintendence, in the occurrences of par-
ticular nations, muft, in general, be matter
of difficulty and doubt, as that light of
prophecy, which falls fo brightly on the
central dome of the temple, cannot reafon-
ably be hoped for, when we turn into the
lateral recefles. . |
There are inftances, however, in which
God’s providential works fhine fo clearly
¢ by their own radiant light,” as to
demonftrate the hand which fafhioned, and
the fkill which arranged them. And though
others are of a more doubtful nature ; yet,
when the attainments of any one particular
nation become matter of general influence;
{o that what was, at firft, the fruit of merely
local labour, or the effet of a peculiar com-
bination of local circumftances, becomes,
from its obvious utility, or intrinfic excek
i Y 2 lence,
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lence, an objeé to other futrounding coturtis
tries, and grows at length into-an univerfal
benefit ; —in fuch a diftin&tion, we. ¢an
hardly forbear to trace fomething fo like a
confiftent plan of operations, that the duty
of obferving and acknowledging it, feems
incumbent on fuch communities as appear
to have been thus fignally favoured. 'What
advantage, for inftance, has the whele
civilized world derived from the philofo-
phizing turn of the ancient Greeks ? How
widely extenfive, and how durable has been
its influence ! :
-Of what importance are the benefits,
which the politic {pirit of 'th¢ Roman
empire diffufed amongft the countries of
Eutope, moft of which; to this day, ac-
knowledge the hand which reared them -
from barbarifm, by ftill retaining thofe laws
which that hand tranferibed for ‘them ; as
if Rome were allowed to do that for men’s
citcumftances, which Greece was permitted
to effeét for their minds !

But
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But a third inftance is encumbered
with lefs - difficulty, — the -defignation of
Judéa to be the local fource of true religion.
Jn'this fmall province of the Roman em-
pire; what afcene was tranfatted, and from
thofe tranfa&ions; what a feries of confe-
‘quences have followed, and what a fyftem
of influences has been " derived, ‘operating,
and ftill to' operate, on individuals—com-
smunities — nations — in ways, and with
effe@s, the happieft, or the moftawful, as
they are embraced, or rejected ; and-leading
to refults, not tobe calculated -even as to
this world,~but 'wholly inconceivable, as
to that future world, where all the deep
‘purpofes of God are to have their perfe&
confummatlon 3 |
~‘But, if fuch ‘has been the method of
Providence in thofe great defigns, which
have heretofore been carried on in the
world, can we fuppofe that the fame plan
is not fubftantially purfued in his prefent
arrangements 2 Are not bleflings ftill to be
conferred on fociety ? Bleflings, yet in ge-

Y2 neral
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neral unknown, and greater meaflures of
‘thofe which are already in part attained ?~—
How rare; for example, has been hitherto
‘the blefling of complete civil government—
of fuch a political fyftem, as combines- the
-apparent contrarieties of - public fecurity
with perfonal-liberty | ‘An objett aimed at
by the wifeft legiflators of earlier times, but
-regarded: ‘by them as a:beautiful theory,
dncapable of being realized ! Still more—
How limited is- the attainment: of religious
truth-—pf well-<weighed, dvell-digefted religi-
ous belief—and of wvell-conceived, well-regu-
dated -divine zvor/bip ! Chriftianity exifts in
the Scripture, like virgin gold:in the mine;
“but- hew few, comparatively, have been
able to extra& it without lofs, or to bring
it into public circulation without deplo-
rable alloy! How erroneous; in moft in-
{tances, are! thofe modés and exercifes of
«t; which are adopted by ftates and govern-
'ments ;- and how {eldom does it feem
rightly ‘apprehended, even’ by the molft
- enlightened individuals ! To! fuppofe things

- will
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will always remain in this ftate, is little
fhort of an imputation on  divine wildom.
But, in the mean time, how difaftrous are
the confequences to individuals and to
fociety!

If there be then a country, long and
fignally diftinguifthed in both thefe import:
ant inftances, in the former; fo as to have
been the objet of univerfal admiration ;—
in the latter, fo as to have been looked up
to, by all the moft enlightened parts of the
Chriftian world.—If there be fuch a coun-
try, can we help regarding its fuperiority to
other countries, as the refult of a providen-
tial deftination, as clear as that which
allotted philofophy to ancient Greece, and
civil polity to ancient Rome i=And may
it not even be added, as really  divine,

though not miraculous, as that which gave
true religion to ancient Judea?

If England be this community, if an
land be the fingle nation upon earth,—
where that checked and balanced govern-
ment,—that temperament of monarchic,

Y 4 ulﬁocmn(‘
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ariftocratic, and popular rule, which' philo-
fophic ftatefmen, in ancient times, admired
Jo much in theory, has been ‘actually
realized.—If it be alfo diftinguithed by a
temperament in religious concerns  little
lefs peculiar, is not every thinking member
of fuch a community bound to acknow.
ledge with deepeft gratitude, fo extraordi
nary a diftinction ? And what employment
of thought can be moreinterefting, than to
trace the providential’ means, by: which
{fuch unexampled benefits-and bleffings have
been conferred upon our country ?

To enter at large into fo vaft a fubjett,
would be an impra&icable attempt, on fuch
an occafion as the prefent. It would itfelf
furnifh materials for a volume rather than
for a few pages*; and to treat it with

juftice

* The train of thought purfued in this and the
following chapter, as well as fome of the thoughts
themfelves, both here, and in one or two former paf-
“fages, may perhaps be recognized by the' Rev. and
learned Do&or Miller, late fellow of Trinity College,
Dublin, as a-kin to thofe views of providential hif-

: tory,
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juftice would be a tafk, to which the beft
informed and profoundeft mind would
alone be competent. A few fcattered ob-
fervations, therefore, are all we can pretend
to offer, not however without hope, that they
will excite to a deeper and more extended
inveftigation. -~ We are told by Saint Paul,
~ that ¢ he who made of one blood all na-
tions, fixed not only the times before ap-
pointed (the epochs of their rife and fall),
but alfo the bounds of their habitation.”
The refult of this creative arrangement, re-
fpecting the greater divifions of the earth,
Europe, Afia, and Africa, feparated, yet
conneted by that inland ocean the Medi-
terranean Sea, have been already noticed:
But, nothing has been more pregnant in its
confequences in this general plan, than the
infulated fituation of Great Britain, with

tory, which'he has given ina courfe of le@ures in that
College. 'The author gladly acknowledges having
received, through a friend, a few valuable hints from
this fource, of which it is earneftly hoped the public
may in due time be put in full poffeffion.

refpe&t
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refpedt to our national circumflancesi—If
we are at this' day free, while fo many
reighbouring nations are enflaved.=<1f we
ftand eret, while they are trampled on—
fet us not entirely attribute it to any fope-
xiority in -ourfelves, “of fpirit, of wifdomy,
on: dtrength ;- but let us alfo humbly!and
gratefully aferibe it to that appointment
of - the Creator; ~which divided ws from
the continent of Europe. Had we been
as:acceflible to 'the arms ' of France,
as: Helland, Swifferland, or the Auftrian
Netherlands, *we might ~perhaps  have
been involved ..in the fame calamities.
But we cannot ftop here. The entire
feries of our hiftory, as a nation, {eems in
a great meafure to have been derived from
this ‘fource ; and every link in the chain
of our fortune bears fome fignificant mark
of our local peculiarity. = Without this,
where would ‘have been our commercial -
opulence, or our maritime power:? I we
had not been diftin¢t as a country, we had
not been diftinét as a people.—We might

have
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have imbibed- the taints, been:moulded by
the manners, and immerged in the-greatnels
of our more powerful neigibours.: Tt awas
that goodnels which mader us an ifland,
that laid the foundation of-our  national
‘happinefs. It was by placiig us an the
mid(t of the 'waters; thar the Alonghty
-prepared our country for thofe providen-
tial ufes ‘to which it has ferved, andis yet
to ferve in the great-fcheme of- his difpen-
fations. Thus, then, we behold ourfelves
raifed’ as’ a nation above all the nations of
the -earth, by that very circumftance which
ade our country be regarded; two thou-
fand yeats ago, only as a receptacle for the
refufe: of the Roman Empire !

To this, evidently, it has been owing,
“that, amonglt us, the progrels of fociety,
from: barbarifm - to high improvement,
has not only been more regular, but more
radical and entire, as to all the portions
and circumftances of  the body politic,
than in.any inftance with which we are
‘acquainted.  Shut in from thofe defolating

blafts
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blafts' of war, which have ever and anon
been {weeping the continent, the culture
of our moral foil has been lefs impeded,
and the feeds which have been fown have
yielded: ampler, as well as maturer haivefts.
We have had ourviciflitudes—Dbut in-a man-
ner peculiar to ourfelves. They feem clearly
providential; and noti fortuitous ; fince it
is certain that'the agitationsrwhich we have
experienced, and the  apparént icalaniities
which we have {uffered, have been, in almoft
every inftance, fignally ‘conducive to our
advancement:: When- England -became
pofiefled by the Saxons, fhe appeared only
to be ftharing the fate of ‘the other European
countries ; all of which, about: that period,
or foon ‘after, became ‘the prey of fimilar
hordes of invaders.” But a difference of
refult, in our ‘particular inftance, arifing
chiefly “from  our infular fituation, after
fome time, prefents itlelf to us, ‘as already
marking that happy deftination with which

Providence intended to favour us.
It has been obferved by hiftorians, that
when
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when an army of thofe northern invaders
took pofleffion of any country, they formed
their eftablifhment with a view to {felf-
defence, much more than to civil improve-
ment. They knew not how fuddenly they
might be attacked by fome fuccefsful army
of adventurers; and therefore, fays Dr. Ro-
bertfon, “a feudal kingdom refembled
¢ a military eftablifhment, rather than a
< civil mftitution.” ¢ Such a policy,”
adds the fame _hi(torian, ¢ was well cal-
¢ culated for defence, againft the aflaults
“ of any foreign power ; butits provifions,
< for the interior order and tranquillity of
“ fociety, were extremely defetive; ‘the
« principles of - diforder and corruption
¢ being difcernible in that conftitution,
‘¢ under its beft and moft perfeét form*.”
To this ¢ feudal fyftem,” however, the
newly eftablithed potentates of the conti-
nent feem to have been impelled by ne~
ceflity ; but an inevitable confequence was,

* Robértfqn’s View of the State of Europe, preﬁxed
to Charles V. Sect. 1.

that
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that thag tafte for liberty, which- had ami-
mated their followersin their native foreﬁs,,
could no longer be cherithed, and was of
courfe doomed to extintion.

In Britain alone, fuch a neceflity did not.
exift. The pofleffion of the country being
once accomplithed, its tenure was compa-
ratively fecured by the furrounding ocean.
Defence was not to be neglefted; but
danger was not imminent.—1hus no new
habit was forced on the new fettlers, fo as
to expel their original propenfities ; and
accordingly, whatever means of fafety they
might have reforted to, againft each other,
during the ‘muldplicity of - thefe govern-
ments,—we fee, at the diftance of four
centuries, Alfred turning from fuccefstul
warfare againft invaders, to exercife that
confummate wifdom, with which his mind
was enriched, in fyftematizing thofe very
aboriginal principles of Saxon liberty. A
civil polity was thus erected, which was not
on]y in its day the moft perfe@ fcheme

of «ovemment that ‘had yet emﬁed but
lf
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it alfo was formed of fuch materials, and
eftablifhed on fuch a folid foundation, as
never after to be wholly demolifhed ; until,
at length, it has been gradually wrought
into that magnificent fabric, which, through
the blefling of heaven, is at this day the
glory and the defence of our ifland.

In thele rudiments, then, of the Fnglifh
conftitution, let us gratefully recognize the
firlt moft ftriking indication of a particular
providence prefiding over our country. A
génius, the firft of his age, is raifed in a re-
mote and infulated part of Furope,—whcre,
at firlt view, it might be thought his talents
muft be deftitute of their proper fphere of
ation. But in what other European
country could his enlarged views . have
been in any adequate degree realized?
Where the feudal government was efta-
blithed, fuch wife and liberal arrange-
ments as thofe of Alfred were neceffarily
precluded ; at leaft, they could not have
been introduced, without ftripping fuch a
government of its eéffential characters;

2 A]fred’:;
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Alfred’s fyftem being as firicly civil, as the
other was military. He provided fufliciently
for external fafety, but it was internal fecu-
rity and tranquillity to which his exquifite
policy was peculiarly dire¢ted. And from
its correfpondence with right reafon, with
the native {pirit of the people, and with the
local circumftances of the country, it fo
rooted itfelf in the Englith foil, as to out-
live all the ftorms of civil difcord, as well
as the long winter of the Norman tyranny.

-Is it not then remarkable, that when fuch
a concurrence of favourable circumftances
exifted, in that very fequeftered fpot thould
arife an individual, {o precifely fitted to turn
them to, what appears, their allotted pur-
pofe? Had there not been an Alfred to
accomplifh the work, all thefe capabilities
might foon have vanifhed, and our national
happinefs never have been realized.~—On
the other hand; had Alfred lived without
his appropriate fphere of action, he ‘would
no doubt have been a fuccefsful warrior,

a gracious Prince, and clearly, as far as
the
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the ftate of men’s minds admitted, a friend
to letters, and fuch rudearts as were then in
ufe ; but he would not have been venerated,
at the diftance of a thoufand years, as the
founder of the beft fcheme of laws, and the
happieft fyftem of government, that the
world ever faw. Such a correfpondence,
then, of fo diftinguifhed an agent to fo apt
a {phere of attion, and attended with refults
fo permanent, {o beneficial, and fo widely
influential on human fociety, was furely far
above fortnitous coincidence. Was it not,
on the contrary,an adaptation {o felf-evident;
as can only be afcribed to the fpecial inter-
ference of over-ruling Providence ?

It is true, that, by the Norman conquett,
the benefits derived from this wife and
happy eftablifhment appeared for the time
overwhelmed by a threefold tyranny,—
regal, feudal, and ecclefiaftical. ~ But this,
on an attentive view, will appear no lefs to
have been over-ruled for good.—To reprefs
for the purpofe of excitement, and to em-
ploy grofs admixtures, in order to highes

IO, 1T, 7 purification,
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purification, are procedures congruous witf:
all the laws of nature.

In a conflitution formed in fo dark an
age, and adapted to fo rude a people, there
could be kttle more than the crude ele-
ments of fuch a political {yftem, as more
advanced times would require. Yet had
the enjoyment of thofe earlier privileges
remained undifturbed, nothing better might
have been aimed at; and inftead of that
progreflive advance, with which we have
been blefled, our nation might, at this day,
have only been diftinguifhed by a blind and
{tupid attachment to fome obfolete forms
of liberty, from which all fubftantial worth
had long fince departed.—For the preven-
tion of fuch an evil, human forefight could
~ make no provifion ; and we may now look
~ back with \vonde{',. on the wifdom, as well
as efficacy, of the procefs. The original
plan was guarded by the fame gracious
hand, until the habits induced by it were
fixed in the minds of Englithmen ;—then
it was fufpended, that they might ftruggle

2 to
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to regain it; and by the aétivity thus ex-
cited, and more and more elicited by new
competitions, they might at length attain
to the higheft civil and political happinefs,
‘which has been enjoyed in this imperfect
ftate of being.

But, on a yet more enlarged view of our
national progrefs, fhall we not be led to
conclude, that fomething more than the
improvement of our political conftitution
was in the defign of Providence, when the
Norman dynafty became poflefled of the
throne ? A far more important reformation,
than that of human laws, or political
fyftems, was at length to take place. And
in this great ecclefiaftical revolution, Eng-
land was intended to aét a confpicuous
part. For this, even thefe preparatory fteps
would be neceflary. And may we not
clearly trace fuch fteps from the epoch of
which we are fpeaking ?—The encroach-
ments of the papal fee had, till then,
been comparatively little felt in England.
But the Norman princes introduced foreign

Z 2 bifhops,
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bithops, who exercifed in the church ag
calling a dominion, as that” of their royal
patrons in the ftate—<¢The confciences of
men,” fays Sir William Blackftone, ¢ were
< enflaved by four ecclefiaftics, devoted to
« a foreign power, and unconnefted with
¢ the civil ‘ftate under which they lived;
¢ who now imported from Romie, for the
« firlt time, the whole farrago of fuperfti:
¢ tious novelties, which had been engen-
¢ dered by the blitidnefs and corruption of
¢« the  times, between the firft ‘miffion of
€€ Auguﬁfne the monk, and the Norman
s conqueft*.” Wi 1

Had thefe pernicious practices been gra-
dially and  infenfibly introduced, as they
were in moft countries on the continent,
they would have been inevitably combined
with the common habits of “the people.
But being thus fuddenly and forcibly im-
pofed, in conjun&ion too with fuch a
mafs of ‘political grievances, their almoft

» Blackftone’s. Commentarics, Vol. IV, laft chap.
‘ 7 neceflary



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 341

neceflary tendency was to excite a {pirit of
refiftance. We accordingly find, that in
every advance which was made towards
regaining a free government, a conqueft
was gained over fome inftance of eccle-
fiaftical as well as of political tyranny;
than which, what more effeCtual courfe
could the moft fagacious forefight have
purfued, for roufing the national mind from
the dead drowfinefs of fuperftition, and
preparing it to give a cordial reception to
that light of religious truth, which, when
the proper feafon fhould arrive, was to
beam forth with peculiar brightnels on
* this favoured country ?

But it is not only in its encroachments
and feverities that we are to regard the
Norman government as an inftrument of
Providence. It, doubtlefs, was the means
of much dire& and pofitive good. The
minds of Englifhmen needed improvement,
{ill more than their civil conftitution.
Alfred had attempted to fow the feeds of
learning, as well as of jurifprudence,

Z 4 amongit
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amongft his countrymen ; but to infpire a
barbarous people with a love of literature,
was what neither he nor his mafter, Charle-
magne, was able in any great degree to ac-
complith. An advance of general civilization
was neceffary to elicit fuch a difpofition; and
it was not until toward the beginning of the
12th century, that any part of Weftern Eu-
rope appeared to have been vifited with the
dawn of an intellettual day. A connexion,
therefore, with the continent, previouily to
that period, could not have ferved the
moral, and might have injured the politi-
cal interefts of our ifland. But that it
fhould, juft at that time, be brought into
fuch circumiftances, as fhould enfure its
participation in all the mental acquirements
of the neighbouring countries, appears evi-
dently to befpeak the fame fuperintendence,
as in the inftances already noticed.

It is, however, in the great event of the
Englith reformation, that we perceive, as
has been already obferved *, the moft ftrik-

* Chap. xxxil. :
mng
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ing marks of divine diretion ; and it feems
to difcover to us, why it has pleafed God to
diftinguith us by fo many previous in-
ftances of favour. We were not only to
be blefled with the light of truth ourfelves,
but we were to be, in {ome fort, “a city
fet upon a hill.” - The peculiar tempera-
ment of the Englith proteftant eftablifh-
ment, which places it in a kind of middle
line between the churches of the continent,
has been alfo noticed in a former chapter.
But is it not evident, that our national
church, humanly fpeaking, derived that
temperament from a previoufly-formed
national chara&er? ¢ The Englith,” fays
Voltaire, ¢ into whom nature has infufed a
Doirit of independence, adopted the opinions
of the reformers, but mitigated them, and
compofed from them, a religion peculiar to
themfelves *#”. It is feldom that, on fuch
a fubjet, this acute but moft perverted
pen has fo jultly deferibed the fact. Bat,
what a ftriking teftimony is this, not only
# Siecle de Louis XIV. Chap. xxxii.
a4 {o
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to the worth of that national charaéter,
which thus diftinguithed itfelf from the
whole Chriftian world, but alfo to the
depth of that divine wifdom, which made fo
many remote and unconnected contingences
work together in producing fo valuable 2
refult! ]

In eftablithing a religion, which is found-
ed on truth, and which confifts eflentially
in the love of God and man, what more
fuitable difpofitions could there be provided,
than an independent Jpirit, and a mitigating
temper? That both thefe were eminently
exemplified by our venerable reformers,
need not here be proved. Nor is it necef-
fary to enlarge upon the obvious tendency
of the Englith laws and conftitution, to
form fuch difpofitions in thofe who lived
within their influence. If this tendency
were doubtful, a ftriking fact in after-times
might ferve to illuftrate it. I mean, that
fteady zeal with which all the great con-
ftitutional lawyers, during the ‘agita‘tion‘s
of the {eventeenth century, endeavoured to

- preferve
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preferve to the Englith church eftablifh-
ment, that very temperament, which had
{o happily entered into its firft formation.
Nor can we pafs over the care which was
taken, in the very occurrences of the refor-
mation, for adapting it to the independent
Jpirit of the Englith, and alfo for perpe-
tuating, in the eftablifhment itfelf, that m:/d
and mitigating temper which had influenced
its firlt founders.

It was indifpenfible that the change in
the church-eftablithment fhould be accom-
plithed by the paramount powers of the
ftate ; they alone being either legally, or
naturally competent. But no act of a king
or council, or even of a parliament, was
adequate to effe& in the minds of the Eng-
lith public, that rational and cordial acqui-
elcence in the new ftate of things, without
which it muft have been inefficient, as to

~influence, and infecure as to duration.

But for this, Providence itfelf made ad-
mirable provifion. The pious and amiable
Edward was kept upon the throne, until

all



346 CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS

all ‘that was neceffary to be done, in an’
external and political way, had been effeéted.’
Then, for a time, the old fyftem was per-
mitted to return, with all its horrible ac-
companiments, in order, as it fhould feem,
that the proteftant church of England might
not reft upon human laws alone, but might
appear to have originated in the fame effen-
tial principles with thofe of the apoftolic
church, and to have been conftituted by
men of a ltke fpirit, who, when called to
it, were fimilarly prepared to feal their
teftimony with their blood, '

The fervice that thefe illuftrious men
had done, by their temperate wifdom,
and admirable judgment, in the reign of
F.dward, i compiling fuch a liturgy, and
eftablithing  fuch a worfhip, and fuch
a form of de&rine, is ever to be had
m grateful remembrance.  But their paf-
five virtue, their primitive herofm, in pa-
tiently, and even joyfully, dying for thofe
truths, which they had confcientioufly
adopted; this it was which eftablithed pro-

teitantim
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teftantifm in the hearts of the Englith popu-
Jace ! 'They faw the infernal cruelty of the
popith leaders, and the calm magnanimity
of the proteftant martyrs. They faw thele
holy men, whofe connexion with fecular
politics might be thought to have corrupted
them, and whofe high ftation i fociety
might be fuppofed to have enervated them,
facing death inits moft dr eadful form, with
more than human tranquillity! They faw
all this, and the impreflion made upon themn
was like that which was made on the
Ifraclites at Mount Carmel, by the event of
the memorable conteft between the priefts of
Baal, and the prophets of the Lord!—
Accordingly, on the death of Mary, the
acceflion of Elizabeth excited univerfal joy-
The acquiefcence of the people in the
changes ‘made by Henry, and even by
Fdward, were little more than adts of ne-
ceflity, and therefore implied no revolution
in the general opinion. But mow it was
evinced, by every poflible proof, that a

shoroughdeteftation of popery had extended
itfelf
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itfelf through the whole community.—
¢« Were we to adopt,” fays Goldfmith,
¢ the maxim of the catholics, that evil may
be done for the production of good, one
might fay, that the perfecutions in Mary’s
reign were permitted only to bring the king-
dom over to the proteftant religion. The
people had formerly been compelled to
embrace it, and their fears induced them to
conform, but now almoft the whole nation
were proteftants from inclination.””—No-
thing can furely be more juft than the fub-
{tance of this fentiment. The lively writer
feems only to have forgotten, that we may
afcribe to divine Providence, the permiffion
of evil in order to greater good, without
fan&ioning any maxim, revolting in theory,
or dangerous in pradtice.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XXXVI.

The fame Subject continued.—T olerant Spirit
of the Church.—Circumftances which led
‘to the Revolution—and to the providential
Succeffion of the Houfe of Hanover.

1 s circumftance attending the Reforma-
tion, which has been moft regretted, was,
that a portion of the preteltants were diffa-
tisfled  with 1it, :as mot coming up to the
extent of theirideas ; and that this laid the
foundation of a fyftem of diffent, which
broke the uniformity of public worthip, and
fed, at length, to a temporary overthrow,
both of the ecclefiaftical and civil conftitu-
Hons. &

On thefe events, as human tranfaftions,
our fubjet does not lead us to enlarge. 1f
the above remarks, with thofe in a- forego-
ing chapter, on the peculiar charaters of
the Englifh eftablithment, be jufl, thefe per-

' fons,
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fons, however confcientious, were oppofing,
without being aware of it, an inflitution
which, from its excellent ter}dency and
effets, feems to have been fanctioned by
Providence. But may not even their op-
pofition, and fubfequent diffent, be confl-
dered in the fante light as thofe other tranf-
«&ions, which have been mentioned ; that
is, as permirted by the all-wife Difpofer, ‘in
order to beneficial refults, which could not
in the nature of things, according to our
conception, have been equally produced
through any other inftrumentality ?  For
example: did it not fupply the apteft
means, which we can conceive, for anfwer-
ing the important purpofe, which was men-
tioned above—the perpetuating in the ¢ftab-
lifbment itfelfy that mild and mitigating
temper, which bad fo fignally influenced its

[fir/¢ founders 2
If Chriftian virtue be, in every inftance,
the refult, and the reward, of confli¢t; and
if each virtue be formed, as it were, out of
the ruins of the oppofite vice; then may
we
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we not deem ‘it morally certain, that a
Chriftian community, which God ¢ delight-
ed to honour,” fhould, as well as indivi-
duals, have an opportunity fuitable to its
circumitances, of not being ¢ overcome of
evil,” but ¢ of overcoming evil with
good ?””  And would it not, therefore,
appear probable that, though it fhould
poflefs that political ftrength, and that
portion of outward dignity, which might
be neceflary to its efliciency as a national
eftablifhment, it fhould alfo have fome
oppofition to encounter, fome trials to
fuftain, fome calumnies to furmount, fome
injuries to forgive? Would not fuch cir-
cumftances {trengthen its claim to being
deemed an integral part of the church
militant? and would they not fit it for
anfwering all the purpofes of a Chriftian
eftablifhment, far better than if it had pol-
fefled that exclufive afcendancy, which
fhould leave no room for the exercife of
paffive, and almoft fuperfede the neceffity
even of aétive virtue ?

That
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‘That the fchifm, of which we fpeak, was
permitted by Providence for fome fuch
purpofe as that juft defcribed, appears pro-
bable, from the agreement of fuch an
intention with that wife and temperate
plan by which the Reformation had been
effeGted ;—from the obvious confiftency of
providing - for the continuance of that
moderate and mitigating temper of the
firft reformers;—and, above all, becaufe it
is evident that the event in queftion has
alually anfwered this valuable purpofe ;—
the moft eminent divines of our church
having been generally as much diftinguifhed
for candour towards thofe who differed
from them, as for ability and firmnefs in
maintaining their own more enlarged mode
of condutt.

That they could not have fo fully mani-
fefted thefe amiable and truly Chriftian
qualities, in a ftate of things where there
was nothing to call them forth, is felf-
evident : and it is almoft as certain, that
even their pofleflion of fuch virtues muft

depend



TOLERANT SPIRIT OF THE CHURCH. 353

depend upon their having had motives to
exercife them. We accordingly perceive,
in the lives and writings of the great lumi-
naries of our church, not only a happy pre-
valence of liberal principles, and charitable
feelings, but alfo the very procels, if we
may fo {peak, by which thefe principles and
feelings were formed. From having con-
tinually in their view, a fet of perfons, who
had fubjtantially the fame faith, yet differed
in modes of worfhip ; we fee them acquir-
ing a peculiar habitof diftinguifhing between
the effentials, and circumftantials of reli-
gion.  Their judgment becomes {trong, as
their charity becomes enlarged, and above
all other divines, perhaps, they inveftigate
religion as philofophers, without injury to
the humility of their faith, or the fervency
of their devotion. In almoft every other
communion (though with fome admirable
exceptions), deep contemplative piety often
appears aflociated with fome fentiment or
praétice, which is apt to abate our eftima-
tion of the rationality of the party ; or if

NSED 11, A A rationality
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rationality be preferved, there is too often
fome diminution of the pious affe@icns.
And what proves, that from the feeming
evil, of which we have fpoken, God has
by his over-ruling influence deduced this
good, is, that the completeft {pirit of tole-
ration, and this high defcription of cha-
racter, have not only been commonly
united, but that feafons which peculiarly
called forth in churchmen the exercife of
Chriftian forbearance, were alfo fingularly
fruitful in examples of this fublime and
philofophic piety *.

In fa&, whether we confider the circum-
{tances under which the church of England
was formed, the language in which fhe
exprefles her fenfe o‘f the Chriftian dotrines,
the {pirit which pervades all her formula-
ries, or the temper which has diftinguifhed
the firlt founders, and all their genuine
{ucceflors ; fhe evidently appears defigned
by Lternal Wifdom to have been a tolerant

* See-bithop Burnet’s-Hiftory of his own Times.
church ;
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church; and by being fuch, to be the
means of ferving the great caufe of Chrif-
tianity, in certain important inftances, which
could only be accomplithed in a ftate of
religious liberty.  In too many other Chrif-
tian countries, the eftablifhed religion has
appeared to reft entirely upon a political
foundation. In confequence of this, men
of lively talents have too generally, in fuch
countries, become infidels. In England,
the tolerant nature of the church eftablifh-
ment, in honourably maintaining, and giv-
ing the highelt reverence to a national form
of worfhip, but allowing individuals their
unreftrained choice, has left religion itfelf
to be a matter of reafon and convition, as
really as it was in the primitive times :
and the confequence has been, that reafon
and convittion have ﬁgnally’ done their
part.  Infidels have made their utmolft
efforts, with every aid that perverted
talent, and mifapplied learning could give
to them ; but all they could accomplith, has
been to call forth far more powerful minds

A A2 to
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to defeat them with their own weapons;
and to demontftrate, that though the divine
religion of the Gofpel leans on political
fupport, for the fake of greater public
utility, yet its appropriate ftrength is that
of invariable reafon, irrefragable truth, and
Jelf-evident excellence.

And while the Englith eftablifhment has
thus ferved the general interefts of religion,
fhe has alfo moft fubftantially ferved her-
felf. Making her appeal to reafon, the has
been eftimated accordingly; and what fhe
has not endeavoured to extort by force,
has been greatly yielded to her from rational
attachment. It was natural, that the tole-
ration which was given, fhould, in fo ex-
clufive a community, be largely made ule
of. But this leaves room for the eftablith-
ment to try its comparative fitnefs to attach
more minds, in which, be it faid without
invidioufnefs, the refult has at all times
been fuch, as fignally to ftrengthen what-
ever has been adduced to illuftrate the high
providential ufes of the eftablithed church
of England.

Still,
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Still, however, as the natural and proper
tendency of the very beft things may be
thwarted by oppofite influences, we ought
to be aware, that the genuine tendency of
the eftablithment to attach men’s minds,
and recommend itfelf by its own excellence,
fhould not be trufted in fo confidently, as
that any of thofe to whom this precious
depofit is committed fhould, from an idea
that its influence cannot be weakened, be-
come {upine, while its' enemies are alive
and ac&tive. We do not mean, that they
thould oppofe the adverfaries of the church
by acrimonious controver{y, but bythe more

~appropriate weapons of adtivity and dili-
gence. We may reafonably prefume, that
the Almighty, having wrought fuch a work
for us at the Reformation, will ftill continue
his blefling, while the fame means are em-
ployed to maintain which were ufed to
eftablith it.  But to this end every aid
fhould be reforted to, every method fhould
be devifed, by which the great mafs of the
people may be brought to the public wor-
thip of the church. To one moft important

WA means
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means we have already adverted *, and it
cannot be too much infifted on—that the
lower claffes, among which the defeion is
greateft, fhould betimes receive an impref-
fion on their minds, not only of God’s
goodnefs and mercy, but of his power and
Sfupremacy; and alfo, that God is the real
original authority by which ¢ Kings reign,
- and Princes decree juﬂice;” by which
obedience and loyalty to government are
enforced, and all the {ubordinate duties of
life required of them. It is from the pulpit,
undoubtedly, that every duty, both to God
and man, is beft inculcated, and with a
power and fanétion peculiar to itfelf; and
it is the clergy that muft prepare for God
faithful fervants and true worfhippers; and
for the King, a willing and obedient
people. |
But the clergy, however zealous, pious,
and altive, cannot find time to do all that
might be done. A people might be pre-
pared for the clergy themfelves. The

#* Chap. xw
" minds
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minds of - children fhould be univerfally
familiarized with the moving ftories, and
their affeCtions excited by the amiable cha-
raers, in the Bible. . When the beautiful
allegories of the New Teftament have been
not only ftudied, but properly interpreted
to them ; when their memories have been
ftored with fuch fubjeéts and paflages as
conftantly occur in preaching, the fervice
of the church, by becoming more intelli-
gible, will become more attractive. ‘And as
we have already obferved, with their religi-
6us inftrudtions, therefhould be mixedacon-
fant fenfe of the excellence of #heir own
church, the privileges of belonging” to it,
the mifchief of departing from it, the duties
which lie upon them as members of it.
They fhould be taught the nature of the
government of this church, the authority
from which it is derived, and their duty
and obligations, not as children only, but
through life to its minifters. They fhould
be taught what all the offices and inftitu-

AA 4 tlons
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tions of the church mean; that none of
them ‘are empty ceremonies, but arrange-
ments of genuine wifdom, and to be valued
and ufed accordingly. .

We will venture to fay, that were fuch a
mode of training the lower clafles every
where adopted, they would then, not occa-
Seonally, fall in with the ftream on Sundays,
and, be mixed, they know not why, with a
congregation of cuftomary worfhippers ;
but'they would come with ability to under-
ftand, and difpofitions to prefer the efta-
blithed mode of worthip 3 their ideas and
{entiments would readily mix and aflimilate
with what they faw and heard. And thus
an habitual veneration, both for the church
and its paftors, would be an additional pre-
paration for the gradual influence of real
religion: on their minds; but while thefe -
modes of inftruction may be maintained by
the leifure and the liberality of the laity,
the clergy muft be the life, and foul, and
{pirit of them,

.. But
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But to return.—Perhaps, in a fair view
of the importance of that truly Chriftian
liberty, which, ever fince the Revolution of
1688, has been eftablithed in England,
it might be doubted, whether this was not
the ultimate object, on account of which,
the civil rights of the Englifh community
were fo providentially foftered.  Certain’
it is, that at every period of our hiftory,
when an advance is made in civil matters,
fome ftep appears generally to have been
gained in ecclefiaftical concerns alfo; and
the completion of the one is equally that
of the other. Butit feems as if the diftin¢t
agency of Providence, in bringing our
- church to that avowed and eftablifthed tole-
rance, which was alike congenial to its
fpirit, and neceffary to its purpofe, is even
more remarkable than that feries of inter-
pofitions which has been referred to in the
civil hiftory of the country. And let it not
be forgotten, that the toleration of our
church is conneéted with our mational love

of
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of civil liberty, and that the ftate alfo is
tolerant *,

The long reign of Queen Ehzabeth
feems to have been defigned for the pur-
pofe of confolidating and per petuating the
great work which had been accomplithed.
During that period, all the energies of the
prerogative were exercifed for the exclufive
maintenance of the eftablithed religion.
And may we not believe, that this was
neceflary, till the new order of things
fhould: have eftablithed itfelf in the habits
of the people

- That neither civil nor religious liberty
was fully enjoyed in England till the Revo-
lution, will not be denied. And that the
weak, and fometimes moft erroneous con-
duét of the race of Stuart was providentially
over-ruled, fo as to lead to that glorious
confummation, is equally obvious. May

* It is to be lamented that there was a mof un-
happy inftance of departure from this fpirit in the
reign of Charles 11,

weE
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we not then fuppofe, that this family was
brought upon the throne for this purpofe,
when we fee, that when that object was ripe
for accomplifhment, the family, in its male
line, was excluded from the fovereignty, on
the cleareft grounds of invincible neceflity,
‘and hopelefs bigotry : an event, the oc-
cafion for which was as much to be
deplored, as its' motives are to be revered,
and its confequences to be gloried in.
This Revolution was one of thofe rare and
critical cafes, which can never be pleaded
as a precedent by difcontent or difaffection.
It was a fingular inftance when a high duty
was of neceflity fuperleded by 2 higher 3
and when the paramount rights of law and
confcience united in urging the painful but
irrefiftible neceffity.

God has made human fociety progref-
five, by the laws of nature, as well as by
the order of his Providence. At fome
periods, this progrefs {feems accelerated.—
It is, doubtlefs, the wifdom of thofe who

prefide over communities, to mark all fuch
periods,
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periods, and inftead of refifting, to regulare
the progrefs. ~ This did not the unfortu-
nate houfe of Stuart. Their political errors
fhall not here be enumerated. Probably
they would have been preferved from them,
if they had not fought againft divine Pro-
vidence, in feveral inftances. The fpirit of
the Englifh reformation was that-of rational
but {trict piety. This ftrictnefs, the con-
duct both of : James and even of the firft
Charles, had a tendency to extinguifh, by
fan&ioning, and, in 2 degree, enjoining the
profanation of the Lord’s day.—The order
of public worthip, as eftablithed by the re-
formers, was fufficiently majeftic ;—no de-
Corous circumftance being wanting, no
. exceptionable ceremonies being admitted.
Inftead of wifely and fteadily guarding
this admirable arrangement from encroach-
ments, the unfortunate Charles endeavoured
to bring back thefe genufle¢tions, and
other ceremonies, which the firft reformers
had difcarded ; and enforced thefe inno-
vations by a feverity, ftill more abhorrent

' from
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from the temper of the Anglican Church.—
Under fuch mifmanagement, thofe diffen-
tient principles, which exifted fince the
Reformation, were fanned into that furious
flame, from which the Englith conftitution
in Church and State feems to have come
forth unhurt, only becaufe the defigns of
over-ruling Providence required their pre-
{ervation.

‘The fecond Charles, untaught by the
calamities of his virtuous but mifguided
father,” difregarded all principle in his
public, and outraged all decency in his
private condut. His reign was a continual
rebellion _againﬂt that Providence, which
had deftined the Englith nation to exem-
plify, both good government, and- good
morals, to the {urrounding world. Perhaps,
however, nothing fhort of the enormities
of himfelf, and the mifcondu& of his fuc-
ceflor, could have been fufficient to impel
the Englifh, after the miferies they had fo
lately experienced from anarchy, to the
vindication of their juft, conftitutional

rights,



{
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rights. And probably, again, they would
not have poflefled that temper, which kept
them from demanding #ore than their juft
rights, if they had not received that previous
difcipline from the hand of Heaven. It
"is worthy of notice, that when the houfe
of Stuart was difpofleffed of the throne of
England, that fame Providence caufed a
refpite in favour of thofe two * Princefles
who had not participated in the vices of their
father’s houfe.  Of thefe, the elder was
made a chief inflrument in the great work
which was to be accomplifhed. She was
a cordial Proteftant, and a pious Chriftian;
and we cannot doubt, but her marriagé
with that Prince who was appointed to
perfect our liberties, was a fpecial link in
the chain of intermediate caufes. = She
became a true Englith fovereign: a lover
of the eftablifhment, and an example of
Chriftian charity. Strictly and habitually
devout amid all the temptations of a court,

* Mary and Anae.

the
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fhe was prepared to meet death with almoft
more than refignation. ,
~ The charater of her fifter was much

lefs impreffive; ‘her good qualities being
 better fitted for private life than a throne.
It would be hard to charge her with inhe-
riting the faults of her anceftors, from all
the grofler inftances of which fhe was clearly
exempt.  Yet there certainly appears, in
her attachments, much of that weak fub-
je€tion of mind, (and a little, it may be
feared, of that diflimulation too,) which
had been fo manifeft in fome former mo-
narchs of her family. Yet even this weak-
nefs was over-ruled to great purpofes. Had
her attachment to the duchefs of Marlbo-
rough been more moderate, the duke
might not have poflefled- that fupreme
authority, which enabled him' to humble,
by {fo unexampled a feries of victories,
that power which had been the fcourge of
Proteftantifm, and the peft of Europe. And
had her temper been lefs mutable, it might
not have been fo ealy to accomplith a peace,

when



'368 - SUCCESSION OF THE

when the reafonable ends of war had been
{o fully anfwered.

It would almoft feem that the iffue of this
Princefs was deemed by Providence too
central a branch of the Stuart family, to
be entrufted with the newly renovated
conftitution. A more diftant conneétion
had already been fpecially trained for this
moft important truft, though with lttle
apparent probability of being called to
exercife it, the Princefs Anne having been
no lefs than feventeen times pregnant.
The death of the duke of Gloucefter, the
laft of her family, at length turned the
eyes of the Englith public toward the
Princefs Sophia ; and from henceforth fhe
and her ifue were recognized as prefump-
tive heirs to the crown. Many of the
events which occurred during the laft
years of Queen Anne’s reign, ferved not a
little to enhance to all who were cordially
attached to the Englith conftitution, the
providential blefling of fo fuitable a fuc-

ceflion.
A more



HOUSE OF HANOVER. 369

A more remarkable event is fcarcely to
be found in the annals of the world. No-
thing could be more effential to the inte-
refts of Britifh liberty, than that they, who
were concerned for its maintenance, thould
be pofleficd of the prompteft and moft
unexceptionable means of filling the vacant
throne. No Prince was fitted to their pur-
pole, who was not zealoufly attached to
the proteftant religion ; and it was defirable
that he fhould, at the fame time, pofefs
fuch a title, on ground of confanguinity,
as that the principle of hereditary monar-
chy might be as little departed from, as
the exigencies of the cafe would admit.
For the fecuring of both thefe radieal
objetts, what an adequate provifion was
made in the princefs Sophia, and her illuf
trious offspring ! Their tie of blood, fo
immediate as to render their fucceffion
inevitable, in cafe of actual failure of po-
fterity to James the Second, and confe-
quently to make it follow, as a thing of

VOL. IL B B courfe,
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coutfe, on the occurrence of an incapaci-
tation, morally equivalent, in the view of
the Englith conftitution, to abfolute ex-
tinCtion. The connexion thus near, was
made interefting by every circumitance
which could engage the hearts of Englith
Proteftants.  The Princefs Sophia was the
only remaining child of that only remain-
ing daughter of James the Firft, who being
married to one of the moft zealous pro-
teftant princes of the empire, became his
partner in a feries of perfonal and domeftic
diftrefles, in which his committing himfelf,
on the caufe of the Proteftants of Bohemia,
involved him and his family for near half
a century. In her, all the rights of her
mother, as well as of her father, were
vefted ; and while by the ele¢toral dignity,
(of which her father had been deprived,)
being reftored to her hufband, the Duke of
Hanover, fhe feemed, in part, compenfated
for the affli¢tions of her earlier life,—her
perfonal charader, in which di_ﬁingdifhed

I wit
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wit and talents were united with wifdom
and piety*, both thefe laft probably taught
her in the fchool of adverfity, procured for
her the admiration of all who knew her,
as well as the veneration of thofe whofe
religious fentiments were congenial with
her own. |

Such was the mother of George the
Firft! She lived, enjoying her bright facul-
ties to a very advanced age, to fee a throne
prepared for her fon, far more glorious than
that from which her father had been driven ;
or, what to her excellent mind was ftill
more gratifying, the faw herfelf preferved,
after the extinétion of all the other branches
of her paternal houfe, to furnith, in the
moft honourable inftance poffible, an in-
valuable ftay and prop for that caufe, on
account of which her parents and their

* Sce M. Chevreau’s charalter of the Princefs
Sophia, quoted by Addifon. Freeholder, No. j0.
See alfo her two letters to Bifhop Burnet, in his-{ife,
annexed 7o his own Times.

BB 2 children
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children feemed, for a time, ‘'to have
“ fuffered the lofs of all things.”

Whether, then, we confider the fuccef-
fion of the Houfe of Hanover, as the means
of finally eftablithing our civil and religious
conftitution, which then only can be re-
garded as having attained a perfect triamph
over every kind of oppofition ;—or whether
we view it as a moft fignal a& of that re-
tributive goodnels which = has promifed,
« that every one who forfaketh houfe, or
brethren, or lands, for his fake, fhall re-
ceive manifold more even in this prefent
life.”  lfay, in whichfoever light we con?
template it,—efpecially if we connett it with
the feries of previous events in England,—
and, above all, compare it with the fate of
the family from which the parent Princels
had fprung,~—but which, after being chaf-
tifed to no purpofe, was rejetted, to make
room for thofe, who had fuffered in fo
much nobler a caufe, and with fo much

better effeGt,—what can we fay, but with
the
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the Pfalmift, that ¢ promotion cometh
<« neither from the eaf, nor from the welt,
¢ nor yet from the [outh.—But God is the
¢¢ judge : he putteth down one, and fetteth
< up another. For in the hand of the
< Lord thereisa cup; and the wine is red §
¢ it is full mixed; and he poureth out of
¢ the fame. But as for the dregs thereof,
< 31l the wicked of the earth fhall wring
< them out, and drink them. All the horns
<« 4lfo of the wicked fhall be cut off, but
< the horns of the righteous fhall be

' i
Another lefs momentous, yet highly
interelting inftance of providential remu-
nevation, conne@ed with this great event.
muft not be paflfed over. It fhall be given
in the words of a living and a near ob-
ferver.—< A wife,” {fays bifhop Burnet,
¢ was to be fought for Prince Charles (the
¢« Emperor’s brother, whom the allies
< wifhed to eftablith on the Spanith throne),
¢ among the Proteftant courts, for there
¢ was not a fuitable match in the Popith
BB 3 ¢ courts.
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« courts. - He had feen the Princels of
‘¢ Anfpach, and was much taken with her,
< fo:that great applications were made to
¢ perfuade her to ‘change her religion 3
¢ but fhe could mot be prevailed on to
“ buy a crown at fo dear a rate. .And
<< foon after, fhe was married to the Prince
¢ EleGtoral of  Brunfwick; which gave
¢¢ a glorious charater of her to this nation.
¢¢ And her pious firmnefs is like.to be re-
¢ warded, even in this life, by a much
“better crown than that which the re-
¢ je@ed*.”  Surely this portion. of our
Qlec-n Caroline’s hiftory deferves to be had
in perpetual remembrance !

The - fame * Prelate {peaking of - Ixmrr
William, : fays,—*“ I confidered hnn as a
¢ perfon raifed up by .God, to refilt the
¢c power .of T'rance, and the progrefs of
¢¢ tyranny “and. perfecution. The thirty
$¢iyears, ifrom i the ..year. ;1692 to;his
¢¢ death,in which he afted fo great a

. * Burnet’s own Times, 1570
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& part, carry in them fo many amazing
« fteps of a glorious’ and diftinguifhing
¢ Providence, that in the wotds of David
“ he may be called,—The man of God’s
< pight - hand, whom' be made ferong for
<< Bimfelf.”? |
. But if there were juft ground for this
remark refpecting this particular period,
and this individual perfonage, what f{hall
we fay of the entire chain of providences,
which runs through our whole national
hiftory, from the landing of our Saxon
anceftors, to the prefent hour? May it not
be confidently afked,—Is there at this day
a nation upon earth, wholfe circumftances
appear fo clearly to have been arranged,
and bound together, by the hands of ‘him,
< who does whatfoever he pleafes both in
¢¢ heaven and earth 2’ ’
That the purpofes of this great fcheme
have, as yet, been moft inadequately an-
fwered, as far as our free agency is con-
cerned, is a deep ground for.our humili-
ation, but no argument againft the reality
B B4 of
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of, providential dire¢tion. ~The facred hif-
tory of the Jews, the only people who
hive been more diftinguithed than our-
felves, prefents to us not only their unpa-
ralleled obligations to the Almighty, but
alfo a feries of fuch abufes of thofe mer-
cies, as at length brought upon them a
deftrution as unexampled as their guilt.
The great purpofes of heaven c¢annot be
fruftrated ; but the inftrument which em-
barrafled the procefs ‘mays, too {urely, be
excluded: from any fhare in the beneficial
refults,-and be, on the contrary, the dif=
tinguifhed  vi€tim of ‘indignation. Thus
Judea, in fpite of all its apoftacies, was
made fubfervient to its original objeét.
In fpite of the barrennefs of the parent
tree, °“the myftic branch” was made to
fpring from its roots; but this purpofe
bemg once ferved, the tree itfelf, nourithed
as it had been with the chief fatnefs of
the earth, and with the richeft dews of
heaven, was “ hewn down and caft into

the fire.”’
Let



HOUSE OF HANOVER. 377

~Let England, let thofe efpecially of rank
and influence, and, above all, let the perfon-
age whofe high, but moft awful truft it may
be to have the delegated overfight of this
vineyard, which God has ¢ fenced and
planted with the choiceft vine;” let ArL
feel the weight of their refponfibility, and
avert thofe judgments which divine juftice
may deem commenfurate to our abufed
advantages ! |

We have been the objeé of admira-
tion to the whole civilized world! Such
have been the bleflings conferred upon us,
and fuch have been the bright lights, from
time to time, raifed up among us, that it
could not be otherwife. But what would
the effe® have been, if our unexampled
conftitution, correfpondent to its mnative
defign, had called forth not the unblufh-
ing, becaufe unpunifhable, bafenefs of
party profligacy, but the unfettered, difin-
terefted, unanimous, exertion of com-
manding talent, of energetic application,

and of invincible virtue. If a folicitude to
digeft
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digelt the principles, to imbibe the {pirit,
and . to exemplify the virtues of our illufe
trious worthies had been as a{ﬁduouﬂy. ex-
cited by-preceptors in their pupils, and by:
parents in their children, as a blind admi-
ration of ‘them, or a blinder vanity on
account of them. If thofe -worthies had
been as. ﬁ,dulouﬂy imiteted, as they have
been loudly extolled ; and above all, if our
national church eftablithment had been as.
yniverfally influential, "as it is intrinfically
admirable in its impreflive ordinances, :its
benignant ‘fpivit, and its liberal, yet un-
adulterated do&rines. We mean not, if.
thefe effects had been produced to any im-
probable Utopian extent, but in that mea-
fure  which was, in the nature of things,
poflible, :and which the moral Governor
of 'the Univerfe had an equitable right to
look for. If this had been: realized, wha
can’ fay ‘what evils might have been pre-
vented, what good might have been ac-
complithed? - How  might Prateftantifin
have ! fpread through Europe, - did ounr

nationgl
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national ‘morals keep pace with our pro-
feffion! ~How happily might the found
philofophy of ‘the Englith fchool, when
thus illuftrated, have precluded the im-
pious principles and the blafphemous lan-
guage of Voltaire and his licentious herd!
- ‘And how would the widely diffufed ra-
diance of our then unclouded conftitution
have poured even upon furrounding coun-
tries fo bright a day, as to have made ra-
tional liberty an objeé of general, but fafe
purfuit ; -and left no place for thofe works
of darknefs by which France has degraded
herfelf, and outraged human nature ! ‘

Shall we then perfevere in our inattention
to the indications of Providence? Shall we
perfift in our negleét or abufe of the talents
committed tous? Shall we be ftill uncon-
fcious that all our profperity hangs ful-
pended on the fole will of God, and that
the moment of his ceafing to fuftain us,
will be the moment of our deftruction?
And fhall not this be felt particularly by
 thofe who, by being placed higheft in the

community,
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community, would, in fuchra ruin; be the
moft fignal viQtims, fo they may now do
moft toward averting the calamity? On
the whole, what is the 'almoft dudible
language of heaven to prineé and people;
to nobles and commoners, to church and
itate, but that of the great Author of our
religion in his awful meffage to the long
fince defolated churches of Afia? ¢ Repent,
 or elle 1 will. come unto thee quickly,
“and will fight againft thee with the
¢ fword of my mouth ; and I will kiil thy
¢ children with death, and all the churches
¢¢ fhall know that I am he that fearcheth
“ the reins and hearts, and I will give to
““every one of you according to your
¢ works.”

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXVIIL.

On Chrifianity as a Principle of Adtion,
efpecially as it refpects fupreme Rulers.

CHRISTIANITY is not an ingenious the-
ory, a fublime but impracticable fpecula-
tion, a fanciful invention to exercife the
genius or fharpen the wit ; but it is a fyl-
tem for common apprehenfion, for general
ufe, and daily praétice. It is ecritically
adapted to the charalter of man, intelli-
gible to his capacity, appropriated to his
wants, and accommodated to his defires.
It contains, indeed, abftrufe mylteries to
exercife his faith, to inure him to fub-
miflion, to habituate him to dependence;
but the fublimeft of its doftrines involve
deep pra&ical confequences.

Revelation exhibits what neither the phi-
lofophy of the old, nor the natural religion
of the modern, fceptic ever pretended to

exhibit,
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exhibit, a compaét fyftem of virtues and
graces.  Philofophy boafted only fair
ideas, independent virtues, and difcon-
nefted duties. Chriftianity prefents an
unmutilated wwhole, in which a, few fimple
but momentous premifes induce a chain
of confequences commenfurate with the
immortal nature of man. It is a {cheme
which not only difplays every duty, but
- difplays it in its juft limitation and relative
dependence ; maintaining a lovely fymme-
try and fair proportion, which arifes from
the beautiful connecion of one virtue with
another, and of all virtues with that faith
of which they are the fruits.

But the paramount excellence of Chrif-
tianity is, that its cffets are not limited,
like the virtues of the Pagans, to the cir-
-cumfcribed {phere of this world.  Their
thoughts and defires, though they occafion-
ally appeared, from their fublimity, to have
been fitted for a wider range, were in a great
meafure thut in by the dark and narrow
bounds of the prefent fcene. At moft,

they
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they appear to have had but’ tranfient
glimpfes of evanelcent light, which, how-
_ever, while they lafted, made them often
break out into fhort but {pirited apoftrophes
of hope, and even triumph. The Stoics
talked deeply and eloquently of {elf-denial,
but never thought of extending, by its ex-
ercife, their happinefs to perpetuity. Phi-
lofophy could never give to divine and
eternal things, fufficient diftinétnefs or
magnitude to induce a renunciation of
prefent enjoyment, or to enfure to the
conqueror, ‘who fhould obtain a victory
over this world, a crown of unfading
glory. It never was explained, except in
the page of Revelation, that God was
himfelf an abundant recompence for every
facrifice which can be made for his fake.
Still lefs was it afcertained, that, even in
this life, God i1s to the good man his re-
fuge and his ftrength, “a very prefent
help in time of trouble.” . There is more
rational confolation for both worlds, in
thefe few words of the Almighty to Abra-

ham,
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ham, ¢ Fear not, I am thy fhield, and thy
exceeding great reward,” than in all the
happy conjetures, and ingenious probabili-
ties, of all the philofophers in the world.

The religion, therefore, which is in this
little work meant to be inculcated, is not
the gloomy aufterity of the afcetic; it is
not the fierce intolerance of the bigot; it is
not the mere affent to hiftorical evidence,
nor the mere formal obfervances of the
nominal Chriftian. ~ It is not the extra-
vagance of the fanatic, nor the extermi-
nating zeal of the perfecutor: though all
thefe faint fhadows, or diftorting caricatures,
have been frequently exhibited as the ge-
nuine portraits of Chriftianity, by thofe who
either never faw her face, or never came
near enough to delineate her fairly, or
who delighted to mifreprefent and dif-
figure her.

True religion is, on the contrary, the
moit fober, moft efficient, moft natural,
and therefore moft happy exercife of right
reafon. It is, indeed, rationally made pre-

6 dominant
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dominant, by'fuch an apprehenfion of what
concerns us, in refpedt to our higher nature,
as fets us above all undue attraltion of
éarthil‘y obje&s; and, in a great meafure,
frées the mind from its bondage to the
body. It isthat inward moral liberty which
gives a man the maftery over himfelf, and
enables him fo purfue thofe ends which his
heart and his confcience approve, without
yielding to any of thofe warping influences
by which all, except genuine Chriftians,muft
be, more or lefs, led captive. In a word, it is
the influential knowledge of Him, whom
to know is wifdom—whom to fear is rec-
titudée—whom to love is happinefs. A
principle this, fo juft in rational creatures
to their infinite owner, benefactor, and
end ; {o demanded by all that is perceivable
in outward nature, fo fuggefted by all that
is right, and fo required by all that is wrong
in the human mind, that the common want
of it, which almoft every where prefents
itfelf, is only to be accounted for on the
fuppofition of human nature being under

450 o ok G fome
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fome unnatural perverfion, fome deep de-
lirium, or fatal intoxication; which, by
filling the mind with fickly dreams, renders
it infenfible to thofe faéts and verities, of
which awakened nature would have the
moft awful and moft impreflive percep-
tion. :
Thus, to awaken our reafon, to make us
fenfible of our infatuation, to point us to
our true intereft, duty, and happinefs, and
to fit us for the purfuit, by making us love
both the objefts at which we are to aim,
and the path in which we are to move, are
the grand purpofes of the Chriftian difpen-
fation. If moral reéitude be an evil; if
inward {elf-enjoyment be a grievance; if a
right eftimate of all things be folly; if a
cheerful and happy ufe of every thing, ac-
cording to its jult and proper value, be
mifery ; if a fupreme, undeviating attach-
ment to every thing that is true and honeft,
and juft and pure, and lovely and of good
report, be weaknefs: in fhort, if the trueft
relith for every thing fubftantially ufeful,

every
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every thing innocently pleafant in life,
with the profpe&, when life is ended, of
felicity unfpeakable and eternal, be moping
melancholy, then, and not otherwife, ought
the religion of the New Teftament to be
treated with negle&, or viewed with fuf-
picion ; as if it were hoftile to human com-
fort, unfuitable to high ftation, or incom-
patible with any circumftances which right
reafon fanétions.

The gofpel is, in infinite mercy, brought
within the apprehenfion of the poor and
the ignorant ; but its grandeur, like that of
the God who gave it, is not to be lowered
by condefcenfion. In its humbleft fimili-
tudes, the difcerning mind will feel a ma-
jeftic fimplicity, identical with that of created
nature ; and, in its plaineft leflons, an ex-
tent of meaning which fpreads into infini-
tude. When we yield ourfelves to its in-
fluences, its effects upon us are correfpondent
to its own nature. It lays the axe to the
root of every kind of falfe greatnefs, but it
leaves us in a more confirmed, and far

@ i happier
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happier enjoyment of all which really gives
luftre to the chara&ter, which truly heigh-
tens the {pirit, which ftrengthens, ennobles,
and amplifies the mind. It announces
to us a fpiritual Sovereign, to whofe unfeen
dominion the proudeft potentates of the
earth are in wunconfcious, but moft real
fubjeftion ; but who, notwithftanding his
infinite greatnefs, condefcends to take up
his refidence in every human heart that
truly yields to his influence ; fupprefling in
it every unruly and unhappy paffion ; ani-
mating it with every holy and heavenly
temper, every noble and generous virtue ;
fitting it for all the purpofes of Providence,
and fortifying it againft calamities, by a
peace which pafleth all underftanding.
That this is a view of Chriftianity, founded
in irrefragable fact, and peculiarly demand-
ing our regard, appears from the uniform
language of its divine Author, refpeling
himfelf and his miffion, on all occafions
where a fummary annunciation was fitting.
It is a fpiritual kingdom, on the eve of
2 actual
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a&ual eftablithment, of which he gives no-
tice. To this ultimate idea, the other great
purpofes of his incarnation are to be re-
ferred. 'They over whom he means to
reign are attainted rebels. He, therefore,
{o fulfils every demand of that law which
they had violated, as to reverfe the attainder,
on grounds of eternal juftice. They were,
alflo, captives to a ufurper, whofe myfterious
power he has fo broken as to difable him
from detaining any who are cordially wil-
ling to break their bonds. And having
thus removed all obftacles, he offers privi-
leges of infinite benefit; and demands no
{ubmiflion, no dereliction, no obfervance,
but what, in the very nature of things, are
indifpenfible to the recovery of moral health,
noral liberty, and moral happinefs; and
what Hz, by the gracious influences of his
ever-prefent Spirit, will render, not only
attainable, but delightful to the honeft and

humble heart. |
The royal perfon, then, fhould early and
conftantly be habituated to confider herfelf
GG as
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as peculiarly under the government, and in
a moft efpecial manner needing the pro-
tection and guidance of this Almighty So-
vereign ; looking to his word for her beft
light, and to his fpirit for her beft ftrength ;
performing all that fhe undertakes, in the
manner moft perfettly conformed to his
laws, and moft clearly fubfervient to the
interefts of his fpiritual kingdom ; fubmit-
ting all events to his wifdom, acknow-
ledging no lefs his particular than his general
Providence ; and, above all, praying daily
for his fupport, depending on his goodnefs
for fuccefs, and {fubmitting to his will in
difappointment. In fa&, to none, in fo
eminent a fenfe as to Princes, does that
fentiment of an infpired inftru&or belong :
“ Not that we are fufficient of ourfelves, to
think any thing as of ourfelves ; but our
fufficiency is of God.”

She fhould prattically underftand, that
religion, though it has its diftin& and fepa-
rate duties, yet it is not by any means a
diftiné and feparate thing, fo as to make

o' %
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up a duty of itfel, ‘difconneted with other
duties ; but that it is a grand, and uni-
verfally governing principle, which is to be
the fountain of her morality, and the living
fpring of all her ations : that religion is
not merely a thing to be retained in the
mind, as a dormant mafs of inoperative
opinions, but which is to be brought, by
every individual, into the detail of every
day’s deeds which, in a Prince, s to in-
fluence his private behaviour, as well as his
public conduct; which is to regulate his
choice of minifters, and his adoption of
meafures; which is to govern his mind, in
making war and making peace; which 1s
to accompany him, not only to the clofet,
but to the council; which is to fill his
mind, whether in the world or in retire-
ment, with an abiding fenfe of the vaft
refponfibility which he is under, and the
awful account to which he will one day be
called, before that Being, who lodges the
welfare of fo many millions in his hands.
Tn fine, to borrow the words of the pious

¢'g & arch-
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archbithop ' Secker, < It_bught to be ex.
plicitly taught, and much dwelt upon, that
religion extends its authority to every thing :
to the. moft worldly, the commoneft, the
loweft”” (and furely, fill more to the high-
elt earthly) < things ; binding us to behaye
reafonably, decently, humbly, honourably,
mecekly, and kindly in them all ; and that
- its intérfering fo far, inftead of being a
hardthip, is a great blefling to us, becaufe
It interferes always for our good,”
Parafites haye treated fome weak Princes,
as if they were not of the fame common
nature with thofe whom they govern ; and
as if, of courfe, they were not amenable
to the fame laws, Chriftianity, however,
does not hold out two forts of religion, one
for the court, and one for the country; one
for the Prince, and another for the people.
Princes, as well a5 fubjets, who, by patient
continuance in well-doing, feek for glory,
and honour, and immortality, fhall reap
eternal life. ~ As there is the fame code of

laws, fo there is the fame promifc annexed
to
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t0 the obfervance of them.—<¢ If thou wilt
enter into life, keep the commandments.”
There are no exempt cafes. The maxim is
of univerfal application. There will be no
pleadmg of privilege on that day. when the
dead, smaLL and GREAT, thall ftand be-
fore God; \shen.they fhall be ¢ judged
out of thofe things which are written, in the
beok of God’s remembrance, according to
their works.” :

So far from a difpenfation of indulgences
being granted to Princes, they are bound
even to more circumfpection. They are fet
ona pinnacle, the peculiar'objedts of attention
and imitation. Their truft is of larger ex-
tent, and more momentous Importance.
Their influence involves the condu& of
multitudes. Their example fhould be even
more correc, becaufe it will be pleaded as
a precedent. Their exalted ftation, there-
fore, inftead of furnithing excufes for
omiflion, does but enlarge the obligation
of performance. They may avail them-

felves
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felves of the fame helps to virtue, the fame
means for duty ; and they have the fame,
may we not rather fay, they have even a
ftronger aflurance of divine aid, fince that
ald is promifed to be proportioned to the
exigence; and the exigencies of Princes
are obvioufly greater than thofe of any other
clafs of men. ,

Power and fplendour are not to be
confidered as fubftitutes for ‘virtue, but
as inftruments for its promotion, and
means for its embellithment. The
power and fplendour of fovereigns are
confirmed to them by the laws of the
ftate, for the wifeft and moft beneficial
purpofes.  But thefe illuftrious appen-
dages are evidently not meant for their
perfonal grat‘iﬁca;tion, but to give impreflive-
nefs and dignity to their ftation; to be
fuitable and honourable means of fup-
porting an authority, which Providence has
made indifpenfible to the peace and happi-
nefs of fociety; and on whofe adequate

| energy,
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energy, the fecurity and comfort of all
{fubordinate ranks, in their due gradations,
fo materially depend.

Can we hefitate to conclude, that at the
laft great audit, Princes will be called to
account, not only for all the wrong which
they have done, but for all the right which
they have neglected to do? Not only forall
the evil they have perpetrated, but for all
that they, wilfully, have permitted ? For all
the corruptions which they have fanétioned,
and all the good which they have difcou-
raged. It will be demanded, whether they
have employed royal opulence, in fetting
an example of wife and generous benefi-
cence, or of contagious levity and volup-
tuoulnefs ? Whether they have ufed their
influence, in promoting objects clearly for
the public good, or in accomplifhing the
felfifh purpofes of mercenary favourites 2
And whether, on the whole, their public
and private conduct tended more to diffufe
religious principle, and fanction Chriftian
yirtue, or to lend fupport to fafhionable

pro-
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profligacy, and to undermine national me.-

rality ? : |
At the fame time, it is to be remembered,
that they will be judged by that emnifzicnt
Being, who fees the fecret bent and hidden
inclinations of the heart ; and who knows
that the beft Prince cannot accomplifh all
the good he wifhes, nor prevent all the evil
he difapproves :—by that merciful Being,
who will recompenfe pure defires and up-
right intentions, even where providential
obftacles prevented their being carried into
execution :—by that compaffionate Being,
who fees their difficulties, obferves their
trials, weighs their temptations, commi-
ferates their dangers, and takes moft exaé
cognizance of circumftances, of which no
human judge can form an adequate idea.—
Aflured, as we are, that this gracious method
of reckoning will be extended to all, may
we not be confident, that it will be pecu-
Harly applied, where the cafe moft exprefsly
ftands in need of it? And may we not reft
perfuaded, that if there is a {pe&tacle which
our
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our Almighty Ruler beholds with peculiar
complacency on earth, and will recompenie
with a crown of diftinguithed brightnefs in
heaven, it is A SOVEREIGN DOING JUSTLY,
LOVING MERCY, AND WALKING HUMBLY
wiTH Gob.

But is religion to be purfued by Princes,
only as a guide of conduét, a law by which
they are to live and a&, as a principle,
which, if cultivated, will qualify them for
eternal felicity ? Thefe are invaluable be-
nefits, but they do not wholly exprels all
that Princes, in particular, nced from reli-
gion. They, in an eminent degree, require
confolation and fupport for this life, as well
as a title to happinefs in the life to come.
T hey, above all human beings, need fome
powerful refource to bear them up againft
the agitations, and the preffures, to which
their high {tation inevitably expofes them.

To whom on this earth are troubles and
heart-achs fo fure to be multiplied, as to
Princes, efpecially to thofe of fuperior
underftanding and fenfibilicy 7 'Who, of

| any



208 ON CHRISTIANITY

any other rank, are expofed to fuch em-
barrafling trials, fuch difficult dilemmas ?
We {peak not merely of thofe unfortunate '
monarchs, who have undergone ftriking
viciflitudes, or who have been vifited with
extraordinary calamities ; but of fuch alfo
whom the world would rather agree to call
profperous and happy !—Yet let him who
doubts this general truth, read the accounts
given by all our hiftorians of the laft years
of King William, and the laft months of
Queen Anne, and then let him pronounce
what could be more trying, than thofe
difappointments and difgufts which funk
into the very foul of the one, or thofe
cares and agitations which finally deftroyed
the peace of the other?

If there be then any fecret in the nature
of things, any clearly infallible remedy by
which fuch diftrefles may be afluaged, by
which {elf-command, felf-pofleflion, and
even {elf-enjoyment, may be fecured in the
midft of the greateft trials to which mor-

tality 1s liable,—~would not this be an ob-
I ject
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je& to which the view of Princes, even
above all the reft of mankind, fhould be
direted ; and in comparifon of which, they
might jpftly hold cheap all the honours of
their birth, and all the prerogatives of their
rank ? :

Chriftian piety, when real in itfelf, and
when thoroughly eftablifhed in the heart,
and in the habits, s this fecret.—When the
mind is not only confcientioufly, but affec-
tionately religious;—when it not only fears
God, as the Almighty Sovereign, but loves
and confides in him, as the all-gracious
Father; not merely inferred to be fuch, from
the beauty and benignity apparent in the
works of nature, but rationally underftood
to be fuch, from the dilcoveries of divine
grace in the word of God ;—and let us add,
no lefs rationally felt to be fuch, from the
transforming influence of that word upon
the heart: then, alts of devotion are no.
longer a penance, but a refource, and a
refrethment ; in fo much that the volup-
tuary would as foon relinquifh thole gratifi-

cations
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cations for which he lives, as the devout
Chriftian would give up his daily inter-
courfe with his Maker.—But it is not in
ftated  2&s merely that fach d&evotiom
lives,—it is-an habitual fentiment which
diffufes itfelf through the whole of life,
purifying, ex‘al-'ting, and tranquillizing every
part of it, fmoothing theé moft rugged
paths,—maKking the yoke of duty eafy, and
the burthen of care light. Tt is as a per-
ennial fpring in the very centre of the heart,
to which the wearted fpirit betakes itfelf
for refrefhment and repofe.

In this language there is o enthufiafm.
ftis, in fpite of the cold raillery of the
feeptic, the language of truth and fober-
nefs. The Scriptures afcribe to Chriftian
piety this very eflicacy ; and every age and
nation furnifh countlefs inftances of its
power to raife the human mind to a holy
heroifm, fuperior to every trial.” ¢ Were
¢ there not,” fays the fober and difpaflion-
ate Tillotfon, * fomething r¢a/ in the prin-
“ ciples of rcligion, it is impoflible that

“ they
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they fhould have fo remarkable and fo
regular an effe&, to fupport the mind
in every condition, upon fo great a
number of perfons, of different degrees
of underftanding, of all ranks and con-
ditions, young and old, learned and
unlearned, in fo many diftant places,
and in all ages of the world, the records
whereof-are come down to us. 1 fay fo
real, and fo frequent, and {o regular an
effeé as this, cannot, with any colour of
reafon, be alcribed cither to blind chance
or mere imagination, but muft have 2
real, and regular, and uniform caufe,
proportionable to fo great and general
an'effect *,”

We are perfuaded, that if the {ubjett

of this chapter be confidered with an at-
tention equal to its importance, every
other virtue will fpring up, as it were
fpontaneoufly, in the mind, and a high
degree of excellence, both public and pri-

* Sermon X L.
YOL. IV, D D vate,



402 - ON CHRISTIANITY

vate, be inﬁin&ively purfued; ' In fuch a
cafe, how happy would be the diftinguifhed
individual, and how inconceivably benes
fited and blefled would be the COmmLﬁnity b
Pious fovereigns are, at all times, the
richelt boon which heaven can beftow on
a country. -~ The prefent period makes us
more than ever fenfible of their import
ance. A .period in which law has ' loft
its force, rank its diftinGion, and order
its exiftence ; in which ancient inftitutions
are: diffolving, and new powers, of unde-
fcribed charader, and unheard-of preten-
fion, are involving Europe in contefts and
convulfions, of whichno human. forefight
can anticipate the end. In*what manner
we may be affected by this unprecedented
ftate of things, what perils , 2e may have
to face, what- difficulties to! firuggle with,
or what means of final extrication, may be
afforded us, it is not in man to determine.
But certain it s, that- even in the moft
threatening circumftances, the obvious, un-
allefted, confiltent piety of the Sovereign,
‘ will
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will do more to animate and unite a Britifh
Public, than the eloquence of a Demof-
thenes, or the fongs of a Tyrtzus ; and it
will De as fure a pledge of eventual fuc-
cels, as either the beft difciplined armies
or the moft powerful navies. Who can
fay how much we are indebted for our
fafety hitherto to the bleffing of a King
and Queen, who have diftinguifhed them-
felves above all the fovereigns of their day,
by ftrictnefs of moral conduct and by reve-
rence for religion? May their fucceflors,
to the lateft pofterity, improve upon, in-
ftead of fwerving from, their illuftrious
example !

THE END.

Strahan and Preflory
Printers-Street.
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