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CHAP. XVII. 

On tbe true Arts of Popularity. 

CrcERo fays, " that it is the property of 
jufi.ice not to injure men, and of politenefs 
not to offend them." True Chrifi:ianity 

not only unites, but perfects both thefe 

qualities; and renders them, thus affociated 

and exalted, powerful inflru:ments, efpeci

ally in princes, for the acquifition of popu

larity. 

The defire of praife and reputation is 

comn1only the firfl motive of action in 

fecond rate, and a fecondary motive in fir.CT: 

r3.te characters. That, in the forn1er cafe, 

men who are not governed by a higher 

principle, are often fo keenly alive to human 

opinion, as to be reflrained by it fron1 fuch 
· VOL. II, B 
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2 ON THE TRUE ARTS 

vices as would difi:urb the peac·e of fociety, 
is an inft:ance of the ufeful provifion n1ade, 
by the great Governor of all things, for 
the good order of the world. 

But in princes, none of whofe acrions 
are indifferent, who are " the obferved of 
all obfervers," reputation cannot be too 
highly prized. A negligence refpecring 
public opinion, or a contempt for the judg
ment of pofi:erity, would be inexcufable 
in thofe, whofe conduct 1nufr, in no in
confiderable degree, give, in their own 
time, the law to manners, and whofe ex
ample will hereafter be adduced, by future 
hifrorians, either to illuflrate virtue, or to 
exemplify vice, and to fiimulate to good 
or evil, Monarchs yet unborn. 

" A Prince," however, as a late eloquent 
Statefman * obferved in his own cafe, 
" iliould love that fame which follows, not 
" that which is purfued." He fhould bear 
in n1ind, that fuadows owe their being to 

~ The firft Earl of Mansfield. 



OF POPULARITY. 3 
'. fubfi:ances; that true fame derives its ex
ifl:ence fromfomething more folid than itfelf; 
that reputation is not the precurfor, nor 
the caufe, but the fruit and eff elt of merit. 

But though, in fuperficial charalters, the 
hunger of popularity is the mainfpring of 
aaion: and though the vain-glorious too 
often obtain, what they fo fedulouily feek, 
the acclamations of the vulgar; yet a tem
perate defire to be loved and efleemed is f o 
far from being a proof of vanity, that it 
even indicates the contrary propenfity: for 
reafonably to wifh for the good opinion _ 
of others, evinces that a man does not over
value and fit down contented with his own. 
It is an over efl:imation of himfelf, an un
due complacency in his own merit, which 
is one of the caufes of his difdain of public 
op1mon. In profligate charatl:ers, another 
caufe is, that, anticipating the contempt 
which they mufl: be aware they have de
ferved, they are willing to,, be beforehand 
with the world in proclaiming their dif <lain · 

l3 z of 



4 ON THE TRUE ARTS 

of that reputation, which they know that 
their courfe of life has made unattainable. 

Pagan philofophy, indeed, overrated the 
honour which cometh from man. But even 
the facred fcripture, which, as it is the only 
true fountain, fo it is alfo the only j uft 
fiandard, of all excellence, does not teach . 
us to defpife, but only not to fet an undue 
val_ue upon it. It teaches us to efl:in1ate it 
in its due order and jufl: meafure; and above 
all, it exhorts us to fee that it be fought on 
right grounds; to take care that it tempt 
not to vanity, by exciting to trifling purf uits; 
nor to vice, by fiin1ulating to fuch as are 
bafe; nor to falfe honour, by feeking it in 
the paths of ambition. A Prince mufl: not 
be inordinate in the defire, nor irregular in 
the purfuit, nor immoderate in the enjoy
ment, nor criminally folicitous for the prc
fervation, of fame; but he muft win it 
fairly, and wear it temperately. He fhould 
not purfue it as the ultimate end of life, 
but as an object which , by making life 

. 4 honou~ 



OF POPULARITY. 5 

honourable, makes it ufeful. It n1ufl: not, 

however, be omitted that the fci'iptur s ex

hort, that when reputation can only be 

attained or preferved by the facrifice of 

duty, it mufl: then be renounced; that v·e 

muft fubmit to the lofs even of this precious 

jewel, rather than, by retaining it, wound 

the confcience, or offend God. I--Iappily, 

however, in a country in which religion and 

laws are efl:abli{hed on fo firm a bafis, a 
Prince is little likely to be called to fuch a 

renunciation. 

But all thefe dangers being provided for, 

and all abufes guarded againfl:, the word of 

God does not fcrnple to pronounce repu

tation to be a valuable poifeffion. In a 

competition · with riches, the pre-eminence 

is affigned to a good name; and wifdom, that 

is, religion, in the bold language of Eaflern 

imagery, is def cribed as bearing honour in 

her left hand. Nor has the facred volume 

been altogether filent, refpecling eve~ that 

pofi:humous renown which good princes 

may expecl: in hiftory. That the memory of 
B 3 tle 
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the jujl }hall be blef!ed, was the promife of 
one who was himfelf both an author and a 
IY.Ionarch. And that the righteous jhall be 
had in everlafling remembrance, was the de
claration of another royal author*. 

A defire of popularity is frill more honefl: 
in Princes than in other men. And when 
the end for . which it is fought, and the 
means by which it ispurfued,are frrictly jufl:, 
the defire is not only blamelefs, but highly 
laudable. Nor is it ever cenfurable, except 
where the affeB:ion of the people is fought, 
by plarifible means, for pernicious purpofes. 
On the part of the people attachment is a 
natural feeling, which nothing but per
fevering mifconduct in their rulers can ever 
wear out. A Prince fhould learn not to 
lifren to · thofe flatterers, who would keep 
h~m ignorant of the public opinion. _ The 
difcontents of the people fhould not be 
ftifled before they reach the royal ear; nor 
fhould their affection be reprefented as a 

* See an admirable fermon of Dr. Barrow, on the 
reward of honouring God. 

fund 
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fund which can never be drained. It is a 
rich and precious flock, which fhould not 

be too often drawn upon. Imprudence will 

diminiili, oppreffion will exhaufl it. A 

Prince ihould never n1eafure his rights over 

a people by the greatnefs of their attach

ment; the warmth of their zeal being a 

call for his kindnefs, not a fignal for his 

exactions. Improvident rigour would wear 

out that affecrion, which juflice would in

creafe, and confideration confirm. 

Britons, in general, poifefs that ob.fequium 

erga reges, which Tacitus afcribes to the 

Swedes. "\iVhile they paffionately love 

liberty, they alfo patiently bear thofe rea

fon~ble burthens which are neceffary 1n 

order to preferve it. But this character of 

our countrymen feems not to have been 

fo well underflood, at leafl not fo fairly 

reprefented, by one of their own fovereigns, 

as by -a foreigner and an enemy. The un

fortunate James calls them '' a fickle, gid~y, 

and rebellious people." If the charge 

were true, he and his family rather made, 

B 4 than 
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than found them fuch. Agricola had proG ' 
nounced them to be a people, " who chear
fully complied with the levies of men, and 
the impofition of taxes, and \Vith all the 
duties enjoined by government, provided 
they met with j uft and lawful treatment 
frorn their governors."-" Nor have the 
Romans," continues he, " any farther con
quered them, than only to form them to 
obedience. They never will Jubmit to be 
fl aves "" ." . It is pleafant to behold the 
freeft of nations, even now, a cling up to 
the characler given them by the firfi: of 
hiftorians, on fuch unq~eftionable autho
rity as that of their illufhious inYader, near 
two thoufand years ago. 

Even the fatal cataftrophe of Charles I. 
was not a national acr, but the acr of a 
fanatical party. The kingdon1 at large 
beheld the deed with deep abhorrence, and 
deplored it with unfeigned forro\v.-The 
fafcinating manners of his fon and f ucce!for 
fo won the hearts of every one who p-

'If Tacitus's Life of Agricola. 
proacl1ed 
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proachcJ Li• 1, that it rcq L~i~-ed all I.is vice 

to alienate them. If that vracious outward 
0 

deportt11e11t was of fo n1:.1ch ufe to him, in 
veiling, for a time, the moll ccn upt de

figns , h o\v cffentially mufl it ferve a Pfince 

wl~o meditates 01 l y fuch as are beneficial ! 
"\Villiam was not fo happy as to find out 

this fccret . Satisfied with. havi ng faved 

the country, he forgot th~t it was important 

to pleafe it ; and be i:1 fome meafure lo :1: , 

oy his forbiddi 1~-g manners) and bis neglefr 

of fi:udying our nation;:il charaB:er, the 

hearts of a people who owed him their beft 

bleilings. 

--Charles, the ahjca tool of Fra'.lce, 
Came back to fmile his fobjeBs into Oaves, 
, iVh ile Belgic \Villiarn, witbi. his warrior frown, 

Coldly dec.lar'd them free. 

The charming frinknefs, and noble fim
plic:ity of rr,anners, Vi'hich difl:ingui{hed 

Henry IV. of France, gained tI 1_: itffecl:ions 
of his fubjeC:ts, more thin all the refine

ments of artifice could have done. I-Ie 

bad efrabii{he:cl fuch a reputation for ftnce-

rity, 
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rity, that when, on a certain occafion, he 
offered hofi:ages to his mortal enemies the 
Spaniards, they refufed to accept them, 
and would only take his word. He fre
quently declared, he would lofe his crown 
rather than give, even to his worfi: foe, the 
leafi: fuf picion of his fidelity to his engage
ments. So happily infectious is this prin
ciple in a king, that not only Sully, but 
his other minifi:er, Jeannin, was difi:in
guifhed by the fame fi:riB: regard to truth ; 
and the popularity both of the king and 
his minifters was proportionably great. 

The only_way, then, for a prince to fecure 
the affection of the people, is to deferve it ; 
by letting them fee that he is fl:eadily con
fulting their interefl:s, and invariably main
taining them. What but this f o · long 
preferved to Elizabeth that rooted regard 
in the hearts of her fubjeB:s? Certainly no 
pliancy of manners, no gracious com
plaifance. She treated even her parlfa.ments 
in fo peremptory a manner, that they fome
times only bore with it, fron1 a thorough 

conviction, 
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conviction, that the interefl:s of the country 

were fecure in her hands, and its happi

nefs as dear to her as her own *. Thefe 

are the true foundations of popularity. I-le, 

who mofl: conf ults the good of his people, 

will be n1ofl: trufl:ed by them; he who beft 

merits their affection, will be mofl: f ure to 

obtain it, in fpite of the arts of a cabal, or 

the turbulence of a faction. 

Pagan fable relates, that when the in

ferior gods had once formed a confpiracy 

to bind Jupiter, Minerva advifed him to 

fend for Briareus, the monfi:er with the 

hundred hands, to come to his affifl:ance ; 

the poets, doubtlefs, intimating, by this 

fiB:ion, that wifdom will always fuggeft to 

a Prince, that his befl: f ecurity will ever be 

found in the ready attachment and good-

~ ,·, You have li.ved," fays Lord Thomas Howard 

to his friend in James Ill's reign, "to fee the trim of 

old times, and what pa!fed in the queen's days . 

Thefe thing;;, are no more the fame ; yo'.Ur queen did 

talk of her fubje8s' love and good ajfeElions, and in 

good truth fhe aimed well '; our king talketh of his 

fubjeets' fear and /uhje8ion," &c;. &c. 

will 
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will of the people. J\ nd it was a good 
practice which the famous Florentine fecre
tary ?' records of the then king of France, 
that he would never allo-v✓ any perfon to 
fay, that he ·was of the king's party, which 
would always imply, that there was another 
party againft him ; whereas the king pru
dently defired not to have it thought that 
there were any parties at all. And, indeed , 
wife fovereigns will iludy carefully to rc
·prefs all narrowing terms, a.ncl dividing 
ideas. Of fuch fovereigns the p eople are 
the party. 

Princes will have read hifl:orv \\ ith little J 

attention, if they do not learn from it, that 
their own true great11-efs is fo clofely con
neft:·ed with the happinefs of their fubj eB: , 
as to be infeparable fron1 it. There they 
will fee that while great fchemes of con
qudt have always been productive of ex
trein e f uffering to the human race, 1n 
their execution, they have often led to 

-:·, Machiavd. 

ultirnc .te 
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ultimate difhonour,and ruin to the r:1onarchs 
th emf elves. I-Ierein a pious mind ,Yill 
recognize the goodnefs of the .Almighty, 
which, notwithfl:anding the temptations and 
impediments that, in- this probationary 
frate, . obnrucr the progrefs, and render 
difficult the practice of virtue in private 
life, has yet held out to thofe, who are en
dowed with kingly power, a {l:rong in
ducement to ufe it for the pron1otion of 
their people's happinefs , by rendering fuch 
defigns as tend to the gratification of many 
vicious appetites, which they are moft 
tempted to indulge, far more difficult of 
execution, than f uch as are prompted by 
benevolent emotions, and have in view 
the advancement of civil and facial hap
pinefs. 

Thus, projects of c_onquefi and a1nbition 
are circumfcribed, and obfl:rucred by a 
thoufand inherent and unavoidable dif
ficulties. They are often dependant for 
their fuccefs on the life of a fingle man, 
,vhofe death, perhaps, when leafl ~xpecred, 

at 
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at once difconcerts them. Often they 
depe~d on what is . frill n1ore uncertain 
than human life,-the caprice or humour 
of an individual. When all is conceived to 
be flouriiliing and fuccefsful, when the 
profperous enterprizer fancies that he is 
on the very point of gaining the proud 
fummit, to which he bas fo long afpired ; 
or at the very moment when it is attained, 
and he is exulting in the hope of imme
diate viB:ory,-at once he is dallied to the 
ground, his triumphs are defeated, his lau
rels are blafi:ed, and he himfelf only re-. 
n1a1ns, 

To point a moral, or adorn a tale, 

a Iafiing n1onument of the folly of ambi .. 
tion, and of the uncertainty of all projeB:s 
of worldly grandeur. 

But the Monarch, on the contrary, 
whofe nobler and more virtuous ambition 
pron1pts hirn to employ his fuperior power 
in promoting the internal profperity and 
comfort of his fubjecl:s, is not liable to fuch 

defeats. 
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defeats. His path is plain; his duty is 
clear. By a vigilant, prompt, and impar
tial adminiflration of juflice, to fecure to 
the induflrious the enjoyment of their 
honefl gains; by a judicious ufe of his 
fupreme power, to remove difficulties, 
and obflruB:ions, out of the way of com
mercial enterprize, and to facilitate its 
progrefs; to reward and fofler ingenuity ; 
and to encourage and promote the various 
arts by which civilized focic:ties are di[-

. tinguifhed and embellifhed ; above all, to 

countenance and favour religion, morality, 
good-?rder, and all the f ocial and domeftic 
virtues. A .. monarch, who makes thefe 
benevolent ends the objet.1:s of his purfuit, 
will not fo eafily be difappointed. The reafon 
is obvious ; nothing depends on a fingle in. 
dividual. His plans are carrying on through 
ten thoufand channels, and by ten thoufand 
agents, who, _ while they are all labouring 
for the promotion of ·their own peculiar 
object, are, at the fame time, unconfcioufiy 
performing their funclion in the great 

machine 
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machine of civil focictv. h is not j if we 
m-ay change the met0-phor, a fingle phmL, 
perhaps an e.,::otic in a churlifl1 climate, 
and an unv1illing foil, .,which, raifr.d with 
anxious care, a fuddea frofi may nip, or 
a fudden bljght may wither; but it is the 
wide-fprt;ad vegetation of the meadow,_, 
\;vhich ::ibundJ.ntly fi1rings up in one un
varied f3:ce_ of verdure, beauty, and fc:rtility. 
While tl~e happy 1\/Ionarch, whofe large and 
liberal mind has proje[ted and promoted 
this fcene of peaceful indu[try, has rhe fa
tisfaclion of witneffing the gradual diffufion 
of comfort ; of comfort, which, enlarging 
with the progrefs of his plans to their full 
efiablifoment, has been completed, Eot iike 
the f uccefsfol pla~1s of triumphant ambition, 
in the oppreflion · and rnifery of fubjugated 
flaves, but in the fr 'edmn a_11cl happinefs of 
a contented people. 

To the ~bove important objects of 
reiyal attention, foch a Sovereign as we 
~re contelnplating, wil naturally ad<l a 
di fp .fitic1n 'or the promotion of charitable 

and 
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and religious infl:itutions, as well as of thofe 
whofe more in1mediate object fa political 
utility; proportioning,. with a judicious 
difcrimination, the meafure of fupport, and 
countenance, to the refpeB:ive degree of 
excellence. To thefe will be fuperadded 
a beneficent patronage to men of genius, . 
learning, and fcience. Royal patronage 
will not only be likely to contribute to the 
carrying of talents into beneficial channels, 
but may be the means of preventing them 
from being diverted into fuch as ave dan
gerous. And when it is received as an 
univerfally eftablifhed principle, that the 
direB:ion of the heft abiliti<ts to none but 
the foundeft purpofos, is the way to enfure 
the favour of th_e prince, it is an additional 
fpur to genius to turn its efforts to the 
promotion of virtue and of public utility.
Such are the views, fuch the exertions, 
fuch the felicities of a patriot king, of a 
Chrifl:ian politician ! 

VOL. II. C CHAP. 
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. · CHAP. XVIII. 

'the Importance of Royal Example in promoting 

Loyalty.-Fa!fe Patriotifm.-Public Spirit. 

A WISE prince will be virtuous, were it 

only through policy. The meafure of his 

power is the rule of his duty. He who 

pratl:ifes virtue and piety himfelf, not only 

holds out a broad fhelter to the piety and 

virtue of others, but his example is a living 

law, ·efficacious to many of thofe who , 

would treat written laws with contempt. 

The good condutl: of the prince will make 

others virtuous; and the virtuous are always 

the peaceable. It is the voluptuous, the 

prodigal, and the licentious, who are the 

needy, the unfettled, and the difcontented, 

who love change, and promote difiurbance. 

If fometimes the affiuent, and the inde

p~dent, fwell the catalogue of public 

difiurbers, they will frequently be found 

to 
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to be men of inferior abiiities, ufed by the 
defigning as neceifary implements to ac
complifh their work. The one fet furnifh 
mifchief, the other means. Sallufi: has, 
in four exquifitely chofen words, given, in 
the character of one innovator, that of 
almofr the whole tribe,-A lieni appetens ,Jui 
profufus. \iVhile allegiance is the fruit of 
fober integrity; and fidelity grows on the 
flock of independent honefiy. As there is 
little public honour, where there is little 
private principle; fo it is to be feared, there 
will be little private principle, at leaft) 
among young perfons of rank, where the 
throne holds out the example of a contrary 
conduct. 

It is true, that public virtue and public 
f pirit are things, which all n1en, of all par
ties, and all characters, equally agree to 
extol, equally defire to be thought to pof~ 
fefs. The reputation of patri0tifm is eagerly 
coveted by the mofl: oppofite characters ; 
and purf ued by the mo ft contradiltory 
n1eans ; by tho[e who feduloufly fupport 

c 2 the 
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the throne and conftitution, and ~y thof e 

who labour no lefs fedulouily to f ubvert 

both. Even the moft factious, thofe who 

are governed by the bafeft felfi:fhnefs, afpire 
to the dignity of a character, againfi which 

their leading principle and their actual 

praaice conftantly militate. 
But patriots of this ftamp are chiefly 

on the watch to exemplify their public 

f pirit in their own refilefs way ; they are 

anxioufly looking out for fome probable . 
occurrence, which may draw them into 
notice, and are more eager to fi{h for fame, 
in the troubled waters of public commotion, 
than dif po fed to live ih . the quiet exercife 
of thofe habitual virtues, which, if general, 
would preclude the poffibility of any com
motion at all. Thef e innovating reformers 
always affea to f upp0fe more virtue in 

mankind, than they know they !hall find,. 
while their own practice commonly exhibits 
a low ftandard .of that imaginary perfection 
on which their fallacious reafonings are 

grounded. There is fcarcely any difpofi. 
tion 
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tion which leads to this factious f pirit more 

than a refl:lefs vanity, becaufe it is a tem

per which induces a man to be making a 

continual comparifon of himfelf with others. 

His fenfe of his own f uperior merit and 

inferior fortune, will fill his mind with 

perpetual competition with the inferior 

n1erit and fuperior fortune of thofe above 

him. And he will ever prefer a ftorm in 

which he may become conf picuous, to a 
calm in which he is already fecure. Such 
a foi-difant patriot does not feel for the 
general interefl:s of his country, but only 
for that portion of it which he him.felf 

may have a chance of obtaining. Though 

a loud declaimer for the privileges of uni

verfal n1an, he really fees nothing in the 

whole circle of human happinefs, except 

that fegment which he is carving for him

felf. He does not rejoice in thofe plentiful 
dews of heaven, which are fertilizing the 

general foil, but in thofe which fatten his 

own pafl:ures. " It is not," fays the ad

mirable South, '' from the common, but 

c 3 the 
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the incloftire; from which he calculates his 
ad vantages." 

But true public fpirit is not the new
born offspring of "f udden occafion, nor the 
incidental fruit of cafual emergency; nor 
the golden apple thrown out to conten
tious arr1bition. It-is that genuine patriotifm, 
which be!l prevents diflurbance, by dif
couraging every vice that leads to it. It 
fprings fro111 a combination of difintereil:ed
nefs, integrity, and content. It is the re .. 
fult of many long cheri:fhed domefiic cha
rities. Its feminal principles exifi .in a 
fober love of liberty, order, law, peace, 
and j ufl:ice~ the befl: fafeguards -of the 
throne, and the only happinefs · cf the 
people. Inflead of that f elfiih patriotifm 
which, in ancient Rome, confified in f ub
verting the -comfort of the reft of the 
world, the public fpirit of a Britiih pa
triot is ·not only confiflent with Chrifiianity, 
but (maugve the affertion of a wit already 
quoted *y in a good degree dictated by it. 

-i' S oan~e J en vn s. 
' 

His 
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His religion, fo far from forbidding, even 

enjoins him to confider himfelf as fuch a 

member of the body politic, fuch a joint 

of the great machine, that, remembering 

the defect of a pin may difconcert a f yfi:em, 

he labours to fill up his individual part as 

affiduorifly as if the motion of every 

wheel, the effect of every fpring, the fuc

cefs of the whole operation, the fafety of 

the entire comn1unity depended on his 

fingle conduct. This patriotifm evinces 

itfelf by facrifices in the rich, by fubmiffion 

in the poor, by exertions in the able, 

{hong in their energy, but quiet in their 

operation; it evinces itfelf by the fober 

fatisfaction of each in cheerfully filling the 

_ fl:ation which is affigned him by ·Provi

dence, infi:ead of afpiring to that which, 

is pointed out by ambition; by each man 

performing with confc.ientious ilrianefs his 
• 

own proper duty, inftead of def canting with 

mifleading plaufibility, and unpr0fitabl'e elo

·q uence; on the duties of other men. 

C 4 CHAP. 
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CI-IAP. XIX. 

On the Grtices of DepfJrtment.-'The Dijpofi
tions necejfary for Bufinefs. -Habits of 
domeflic Life. 

~' T HosE," fays Lord Bacon,-" who are 
accomplifhed in the forms of urbanity, are 
apt to pleaf e th emf elves in it fo much, as 
feldon1 to afpire to higher virtue." Not
withfl:anding the general truth of the maxim, 
and the high authority by which it comes 
recommended, yet condefcending and gra" 
.cious manners {hould have their full fhare 

·. Iri-:firiiihing the rQyal chq.raB:er ; but they 
:lhould- have only their du~ fuare. They 
-:fhould ntver be reforted to as a fubftitute 
for that worth, of whkh th~y are the beft 
decoration. In all the graces of deport
ment, whateve,; cJ.ppears outwardly engag
ing, {hquld always proc:eed from fomething 
deeper than itfelf.~ The fair fabric, which . . 

• 
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is feen, muft be fupported by a folid foun

dation which is out of fight ; the loftieft 

pyramid mufl: rife from the broadefl: bafe ; 

the mofl: beautiful flo-v;rer from the mofi: 

valuable root; f weetnefs of manners n1uft 

be the effect of benevolence of heart ; 

affability of fpeech ihould proceed from a 

well-regulated temper; a folicitude to 

oblige fhould fpring from an inward fenfe 

of the duty owing to our fellow-creatures.

The bounty of the hands mufr refult from 

the feeling of the heart ; the proprieties of 

converfation, from a found internal prin

ciple; kindnefs, attention, and all the out

ward graces, fhould be the effect of habits 

and difpofitions lying in the mind, an_4 . 
ready to fhew th emf el_ves in action, whei1- · 

ever the occafion prefents itf elf. 

Jufl: views of herfelf, and of what {he 

owes to the world, of that gentlcnefs which 

Chrifrianity inculcates, and that gracioufnefs 

which her fration enjoins, will, taking the 

ufual ad vantages into the account, fcarcely 

fail to produce in the royal pupil a deport-

ment 
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ment, at once, dignified and engaging .. 
The firmefl: fubftances alone are fufceptible 
of the mo!l: exquifite polifh, while the 
meane!l: materials will admit of being 
varniihed. True fine breeding never be
trays any tincture of that vanity, which is 
the effeB: of a 1nind ftruggling to conceal 
its faults ; nor of that pride, which is not 
confcious of poifeffing any. This true 
politenefs refulting from illuftrious birth , 
inherent fenfe, and implanted virtue, will 
render fuperfluous the documents of Chef
terfieid, and the infiruB:ions of Cafiiglione. 

But the acquifition of engaging manners, 
and all the captivating graces of deport
ment, need lefs occupy the mind of the 
royal perfon, as fhe will acquire thefe at
tractions, by a fort of inftincl:, almofi: with
out time or pains. They will naturally be 
copied from thofe illufirious examples of 
grace, eafe, and condefcending dignity, 
which fill, and which furround the throne. 
And fhe will have the lefs occafion for 
looking to remote , or foreign examples, 

to 
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rn learn the true arts of popularity, while 

the illuftrious perfonage who wears the 

cro\vn, continues to exhibit not only a 

living pattern by what honefl: means the 

warm affet'rions of a people are won, but 

by what rectitude, piety, and patriotifm, 

they may be preferved, and increafeJ, 

under every fucceilion of trial, and every 

vjciilitude of circumflance. 

Among the habits which it is important 

for a prince to acquire, there is not one 

more eifential than a love of bufinefa. 

Lord Bacon has, among his Eifays, an ad

mirable chapter, both of counfel and 

caution, ref peeling dif patch in affairs, which, 

as it is iliort and pointed, the royal pupil 

might commit to memory. He advifes not 

to meaf ure dif patch by the time of fitting 

to bufinefs, but by the advancement of the 

bufinefs itfelf; and reproba.tes the affecta

tion of thofe, who, " to gain the reputation 

of men of dif patch, are only anxious for 

the credit of having done a great deal in 

a little time; and who abbreviate, nor by 

con-
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contralling, but by cutting off."-On the 
other hand, procrafiination wears out time, 
and accomplifhes nothing. IndifiinB:nefs 
alfo in the framing of ideas, and confufion 
in the diforderly difpofition of them, per
plex bufinefs as much as irrefolution im
pedes it. Julius Cc:efar was a n1odel in 
this ref pea ; with all his turbulence of 
ambition, with all his eagernefs of enter
prize, with all his celerity of difpatch, his 
judgment always appears to have been cool 
and ferene ; and even in the midfi: of the 
n1ofl: complicated tranfaB:ions, no per
plexity is ever manifefl: in his conduct, no 
entanglement in his thoughts, no confufion 
in his expreffions. Hence, we cannot -but 
infer, thc\,t an unambiguous clearnefs in the 
planning of affairs, a lucid order in arrang
ing, and a perfevering, but not precipitate, 
difpatch in conduB:ing them, are the un
equivocal marks of a fuperior mind. 

Yet, though difhibution, order, and ar
rangement, are the foul of bufinefs, even 
thefe muft not be too minute~ "for he that 

, does 
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does net divide," fays the great authority 

, above cited, "will never enter clearly into 

bufinefs, and he who divides too n1uch, 

will not come out of it clearly." 

A Prince fhould come to the tranfaB:ion 

of bufinefs, with a prepared, but not with 

a prejudiced mind: and the mind which is 

heft furniilied for the concern which it is 

about to inveftigate, while it will be leaft: 

liable to be drawn afide by perfuafion, will 

be moft open to truth, and mofl:: difpofed 

to yield to convit1ion, becaufe it will have 

already weighed the arguments, and ha~ 

lanced the difficulties. 

A great fl:atefman of that nation to which 

we are rather apt to afcribe fieadinefs than 

rapidity, has bequeathed a valuable leifon to 

prin~es for the dif patch of bufinefa. It is 

well known, that De Wit affigned it as the 

chief reafon why he had .hirnfelf been 

-enabled to profecute fuch a multiplicity of 

concerns fo eafily, was by always doing one
thing at a time. 

It 
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It is alfo important, not only fully to 
poifefs the mind with the affair which is 
under confideration, but to befi:ow on it 
an unq.ivided attention, an application 
which cannot be diverted by irrelevant or 
inferior objeB:s ; and to poffefs a firmnefs, 
which cannot be fhaken from its purpofe 
by art or flattery. Cautions the more ne
ceifary, as we are aifured by a penetrating 
obferver, that even the flrong mind of 
Elizabeth was ,not always proof againfi: 
f uch attacks.-One of the f ecretaries of 
this great queen never came to her to fign 
bills, but he firfi took care to engage her 
i.n deep difcourfe about other weighty 
bufinefs, that, by thus pre-occupying her 
mind, he might draw off her attention 
from the bills to which he wanted her 
fignature. 

For the private habits of life, and pro
priety of conducl to thofe around her, queen 
Mary, as defcribed by bilhops Burnet * and 

,. See efpecia11y bifhop Burnet's Effay 0 11 qcec::i 
Mary .. 

Fovder , 
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Fowler, feem·s to have been a model. Her 
goodnefs was the mofl: unofientatious, her 
gentlenefs the mofl: unaffected, her piety 
the mofl: inwoven into her habits, her cha
rity the befl: principled, and her generofity 
rhe mofl: -dif criminating ! Vanity and felf
love feem not ~:nerely to have been out
wardly repreifed from a fenfe of decorum, 
but .to have been inwardly extinguifhed ; 
and fhe did not want the veil of art to con
ceal faults which were not working within . 
She feems to have united confummate dif
cretion, with the mofl: confcientious fince
rity. She could deny, fays her admiring 
biographer, the n1ofl: earnefl: f olicitations, 
with a true firmnefs, when fhe thought the . 
perfon for whom they were made, did not 
merit _them. She poifeife~ one quality of 
peculiar value in her ftation, a gentle, but 
dfecrual method of difcouraging calumny. 
]f any indulged a fpirit of cenfori~ufnefs ·_ 
in her pref ence, fhe would afk them, if they _ 
had read archbifhop Tillotfo_n's fermon ori 

7 Evil-
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Evil-fpeaking ~ or give them fome · other 
pointed, but delicate reproof. 

Princes fhould never forget, that where 
fincerity is expected, freedom mufi: be 
allowed ; and, that they who fhew them .. 
felves difpleafed at truth, muft not be fur
prized if they never hear it. In all their 
intercourfe, they fhould not only be habi
tuated to expect from others, but to 
practife th emf elves, the moft fimple vera
city ; they !hould no more employ flattery, 
than exatt it. It will be neceffary for them 
to bear in mind, that f uch is the felfilhnefs 
of the human heart, that we are not difin
terefied in our very praifes ; and that, in 
exceffive commendation, we commonly 
confider ourfelves more than the perfon 
we c_ommend. It is often rather a difguifed 
effect of our own vanity, than any real ad
miration of the perfon we extol. That 
flattery which appears fo liberal is, in fact, 
one of the fecret artifices of felf-love; it 
looks generous, but it is in reality covetous; 

and 
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and praife is not fo much a free gift, as a 
mercenary con1merce, for which we hope 
to receive, in return, more than an cquivJ
lent. 

Is there not fomething more cunning 
than noble in that popular art, which 
Pliny recommends, " to be liberal of praife 
to another for any thing in which you 
yourfelf excel?" -The motive is fur e.ly 
felfifh, . that whether you deferve it or not , 
you may thus, either way, be f ure of fecnr-

. i_ng the fuperiority to yourfelf.-If cenf ure 
requires the tendernefs of charity to make 
it ufefu], praife requires the moddly of 
truth, and the fancl:ity of j ufl:ice to render 
it fafe. It is obfervable, that in the facred 
Scriptures, which we fhauld al ways do 
well to confult as our model, though thtre 
is fometimes fimple commendation, yet 
there is no excefii ve praife, nor ever the 
flightefl tincture of exaggeration. 

But there is a fault, the direct oppoGt e 
to flattery, whi .h :fhonld with equal vigi-

v oL. II . n lance 
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~ance .be gua:rded ~gainfi. There is no.
thing which more effectually weans attachQ 
n1ent,. and obfhucrs popularity, than the 
indulgence of intemperate fpeech, and 
petulant wit. And they who, in very exalted 
:flations, unfortunately feel :i propenfity to · 

impetuofi.ty or farcafm, would do well, if 
they will not reprefs the feeling (which 
would _be the :fhortefi way)," not to Jet it 
break out in pointed fentences, or- cutting 
fayings, :!harp enough to give pain, and 
fuort enough to be remembered. It has 
this double difadvantage; every wound 
n1ade by a royal hand is m~tal to the 
feelings of thofe on whom it

1 
is inflicted; 

and every heart which is thus wounded, is 
a1ienated. Befides, it is an evil, which 
gathers firength by going. The fayings 
of Princes 'are always repeated, and they 
are not always repeated faithfully. Lord 
Bacon records feveral ini1:ances of Princes, 
who ruined themfelves by this fententious 
indifcretion. The rnifchief of concifo fay-

. 
1ngs, 
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fogs, he obferves, is that " they are darts, 
fu ppofed to be ihot from their fecret 
intentions, while long difcourfes are flat, 
lefs noticed, and little remembered." 

1 . 

f ... 

nz CI-IAP.' 



36 CHOICE OF SOCIETY. 

CHAP, XX. 

On the Choice of Society.-Sincerity the Bond 

of familiar Intercourfe. - Liberality. - . · 

Inflances of Ingratitude in Princes .-On 

raiji.ng the 'Tone of Converfation.-And 

of Manners. 

P RINCEs can never fall into a more fatal 

error, than when, in mixing with difho

nourable fociety, they fancy, either that 

their choice can confer merit, or their 

prefence compenfate for the want of it. It 

is, however, fometimes very difficult for 

them to difcover the real character of thof e 

around them, becaufe there may be a 

kind of conf piracy to keep them in the 

dark. But there is one principle of felec. 

tion, which will in general direct them 

well, in the choice of their companions, 

that of chufing perfons, who, in their own 

ordinary' habits, and in felecting the com

panions of their own hours of relaxation, 

£hew 
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!hew their regard for morality and virtue. 

From fuch men as thefe, :Princes may n10re 

reafonably expect to hear the language of 

truth. Such perfons will not be naturally 

led to connive at the vices of their mafl:er, 

in order to jufl:ify their own; they have no 

interefi: in being difhonefl:. 

The people are not unnaturally led to 

form their judgment of the real principles 

and character of the Prince, from the con

duct and manners of his companions and 

favourites. Were not the fubjecl:s of the 

unhappy Charles I. in fome degree excufa

ble, for not doing full juflice to the piety 

and moral worth, which really belonged to 

his characl:er, when they faw that thofe 

who were his mofl: ftrenuous .advocates, 

were, in general, avowedly profligate and 

profan~ ?-If a monarch have the efpecial 

happinefs of poifeffing a friend, let him be 

valued as the mofr precious of all his pof .. 

feffions. Let him be encouraged to dif

c harge the· be,fl: office of friendfhip, by 

n 3 finding, 
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finding, that the frankeft reproofs, infiead 
of generating a formality too fatally indica .. 
tive of decaying affeftion, are produttive, 
even when they may be conceived to be 
mifplaced, of warmer returns of cordiality. 

But kings, whether actual or expeB:ant, 
1nuft not, in general, hope to find this 
honeft frankntfs. They mufi: not expelt 
to have their opinions controverted, or their 
errors expofed directly or openly. They 
:fhould, therefore, accufton1 themfelves to 
hear and underftand the ftill f mall voice, 
in which any difapprobation will be lilrely 
.to be conveyed ; they <hould ufe thernfelves 
-to catch a hint, and to pr.ofit from an 
analogy ; they .fhould be .on the watch to 
.difcover the fenfe ~,hich is entertained of 
their own principles or conduB:, by ob
ferving the language which is ufed con
cerning fimilar principles and conduB: in 
others. They mufl: confider then1felves as 
lying · under fpecial difadvantages, in ref peel: 
-to the di{covery of trut_h, wherever they are 

,themfelves 
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t11emfelves concerned ; and mufi, there

fore, flrive to become p_oifeifed of it, with 

proportionat~ diligence arJ.d caution. 

But if an infinuating favourite find it 

more advantageous to himfelf to flatter 

than to counfel his Prince, counf el will be 

withheld, and obfequioufnefa will be prac

tifed. The Prince, in return, will conclude 

himfelf to be always in the right, when he 

finds that he is never oppofed ; and the 

remernbrance of his faults, and the duty of 

correcting them, will be obliterated in the 

con.ftant approbation ,vhich he is confident 

of receiving. 

Difcretion is a quality fo important in a 

royal perfon, that he fhould early be taught 

the moft abfolute control over his own 

1nind. He iliould learn, that no momen

tary warmth {Df feeling {hould ever betray 

a Prince into the difclofure of any thing 

which wi[dom or duty requires him to con

ceal. But, while he is thus v_igilantly care

ful not to commit himfelf, he fhould never 
\ 

D 4 appear 
\ 
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appear to entertain any difirufl: of thofe, in 
,vhom prudence forbids him to confide. 
There is fcarcely a more unquefiionable 
evidence of found fcnfe and felf-po!feilion, 
than never to feem burthcned with a fecret 
of o~e's own; nor a furer · ma1k of true 
politenefs, than not to pry curioufly into 
that of another. " The perfection of be
haviour," fays Livy, though he faid it on 
another occafion, '' is for a man (he might 
have faid a Prince) to retain his own dig
nity, without intruding on the liberty of 
another.'' 

Thofe who have folicita~ions to make, 
-fhould never have reafon given them to 
fuf pea, that they can work their way to 
the royal favour by flatteries which foothe 
rather than by truths which enlighten. 
Above all, a Prince :fhould avoid difcover
ing foch weakne!fes as may encourage 
fuitors to expecl: fu ccefs in their application~, 
by fuch a fpiri t of accommodation, fuel 
filly compliments, fe1 Yile fac1 ifices, an<l 

unwcwthy 
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unworthy adulation, as are derogatory to 

his underfl:anding, and dif graceful to his 

character *. 
A royal 

~ It would feem fo2erBuous to guard rhe royal 

mind againH: fuch pt'tty dangers, did not hiflory fur

ni{h fo ma1!y in{l:ances of their ill effects . How much 

the weak vanity of Kii1g Ja·nes I. laid him open to 

thd'e <lefpicable fbtteries, we have fome curious 

f pecimens iri a letter of Lord T homas Howard to 

Sir J ohn Harrington, from which we extract the 

following paffage. In advifing hi., friend how to 

conduct himfelf in the k ing's prefence, in order to 

ad va nce hi:. fortune, after fome other counfd, he adds, 

" Touch but lig htly on religion. Do not of your

,, felf fay, " this is good or bad ;" but if it were 

" your majefty's good opinion, I myfelf fhould 'think 

" fo. In private difcourfe, the king feldom fpeakdh 

" of any rn .rn 's 'temper, difcretion, or good virtues; 

" fo meddle not at all ; but find ont a clue to gnide 

'' you to the heart, moll: delightful to his mind.

" I will advife one thing ; the roan Jennet, whereon 

,~ the king rideth every day, mu fl: not be forgotten 

" to be praifed, and the good furniture above al1. 

" Vlhat loft a grc:at man much notice the other day, 

" a noble did come in fuit of a place, and faw 

H the king mounting the roan, deliver,td his p etition, 

" which wa" heeded and read, but no anf wer given . 

" The n0ble <le:parted) a:~d came to cot:rte the next 

" day 



LIBERALI'fY. 

A royal perfon :fhould early be taught, 
that it is no f mall part of wifdom and 
virtue to repel improper requefl:s. But, 
\.vhile firm in- the principle as Chrifl:ian duty 
Iequires, it is no violation of that duty to 
b-<.; as gentle in the expreHion, as Chrifl:ian 
kindnefs demands ; never forgetting the 
well-known circumH:ance, that of two fo
vereigns of the houfe of Stuart, one refufed 
fa_vours in a more gracious manner than 
the other granted them. It is, therefore, 
not enough that a Prince fuould acquire the 
difpofition to confer favours, he lliould alfo 

" day, and got no anfo1 er again. The Lord Trea,. 
" furer ·was then preffed to move the king's pleafun: " touching the petition. ,vhen the: king was aD<e:d 
" for anf~er thereto, he faid, in fome vvrath," Shall 
" a king give heed to a dirty paper, ,.._.lien the beggar 
" noticeth not his gilt -flirrnps ?" Now it fell out, 
" that the king ha<l new fornitnre, vi:hen the noble " faw him in tht courte-yard, but he being o ·er
" charged ·with confofion, paffed by admiring the 
'' dreffing of the, horfe. Thus, good knight, our 
ac noble faiJed in his fuit." 

Nug~ Antiqua>. 

cu1tivate 
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cultivate the talent. He {hou1d not only 

know how and when to comm~nd, anJ 

how and when to beflo\v, but alfo how an 

,vhen to-refufe; and fhould carefully Hudy 

the important and happy art of difcrim i

nating between thofe vvhofe merit deferve:; 

favour, and thofe whofe neceffities de1~1and 

relief. It iliould be efl:abliilied into a habit, 

to make no vague promifes, rai[t no falfe 

hopes, and difappoint no hopes which have 

been fairly raifed. 

Princes iliould never ilielter their mean

ing under ambiguous expreilions; nor uft! 

any of thofe equivocal or general phrafes, 

which 1nay be interpreted any way, and 

which, either from their ambigu:ty or in

determinate loofenefs, will be tranilated 

into that language, which happens to fui t 

the hopes or the fears of the petitioner. It 

:fhould ever be remembered, that a hafly 

promife, given to gain time, to fave ap

pearances, to ferve a preiliug emeraency, or 
t J -

to get rid of a prefent importunity, and not 

performed whe!)- the occafion occurs, does 

2.S 
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as much harm to the pr(?mifer in a political, 
as in a moral vie\~. For the final difap
pointment of f uch raifed expecl:ations will 
do an injury more than equal to any tP,m
porary advantage, which could be derived 
from making the promif e. Even the wif er 
worldly politicians have been aware of this. 
Cardinal Richelieu, overbearing as he was, 
fiill preferved the attachment of his adhe
rents, by never violating his engagements. 
vVhile Mazarin, whofe vices were of a 
bafer fl:rain, was true to no man, and, there
fore, attached no man. There was no 
fet of people on whom he could depend, 
becaufe there was none whom he had not 
deceived~ Though his lefs elevated capa
city, and more moderate ambition, enabled 
him to be lefs fplendidly mifchievous than 
his predece!for, yet his bad faith and want 
of honour, his falfhood and low cunning, 
as they prevented all men from confiding 
in him during his life, fo have they 
configned his memory to perpetual detef- · 
tation. 

In 
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In habituating Princes to delight to con

fer favours on the deferving, it fhould be 

remembered, that where it is right to bcflow 

them at all, it is rig.ht alfo not to wait till 

they are folicitecL But, while the royal 

perfon is taught to confider n1unificence as 

a truly princely virtue, yet an exacl: defini

tion of what true, and efpecially what royal, 

munificence is, will be one of the n1ofr 

fa.lutary leifons he can learn. Liberality is 

one of the brighteft: f1:ars in the whole con

fiellation of virtues ; but it fhines 1116ft: 

benignantly, vvhen it does not depend on its 

own folitary lufire, but blends its ;ays 

with the confluent radiance of the fur

rounding lights. The individual favou r 

mufi: not intrench on any fuperior claim ; 

no bounty n1ufi infringe on its neighbour

ing virtues, ju!l:ice, or difcretion ; nor rnufr 

it take its character fron1 its outwardly re

fembling vices, oflentation, vanity, or pro

fufion. Reat merit of every kind fhould 

be remunerated ; but thofe who poifefs 

n1cnts foreign from their own profeilion, 

thowrl1 
b 
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though they fuould be fiiil rewarded, {hou1d 
not be remuneratG:d out of the refources of 
that profeffion. Nor :fbould talents, how .. 
ever confiderable, which are irrelevant to 
the profeffion, be made a motive for placing 
a man in it. Louis X.IV~ chofe Father Ia 
Chaife for his confeiior, becaufe he under
flood fomethil1g of medals! 

·There is an idea of beautiful humanitv 
J f uggefted to Princes in the Spectator*, in a 

fiB:itious account of the emperor Phara
rnond~ who made it his refrefhment fron1 
the t?ils of bufinefs, and the fatigues of 
ceren1ony, to pafs an hour or two in the 
apartment' of his favourite, in giving au
dience to the claims of the meritorious, 
and in drying the tears of the affiilted. 
The cntran~e _ by \vbich the forrowful ob
tained accefs, was called THE G_'\.TE oF THE 
UNHAPPY. A n1tmificent prince n1ay, in 
forne degree, realize this idea.-And what 
propornons in architeuure, what rnagn1~ 

* Number St;-• 

ficence 
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ficence in dimenfions, wh._ t f plcnJour of 

decoration, can poffibly adorn a royal palace 

fo gioriouf1y, as Juch a gate of the unho·}py? 

A royal perfon fnould be e-arly taught, 

by an invincible love of j nflice, and a con

frant exercife of kindnefs, feeling, and gra~ 

titude, to invalidate that maxim, that, in a 

court, !ts abfens et !es mourans ant toujours 

tort. He {hol,ld poffefs that generofity, not 

to expect his favourites to facrifice their Iefa 
fortunate friends, in order to mJ.k.e. their 

court to him. Examples of this ungenerous 

felfiCT1nefs, fhould be commented on in read
ing. lVfadame de I'1Iaintenon facrificed the 

exemplary Cardinal de :t~oailles, and the 

€legant and virtuous Racine, to the unjuf1: 

refentment of.the king, and refufccl to in
cur the riik of dif pleafing him by defending 
her oppreiTed and injured friends. 

Vv e have already mentioned the remu. 

neration of fervices.-In a reign where all 

was bufinefs, it is not eafy to fix on a par

ticular infbnce ; el.fe the negleB: manifdled 
by Charles I.I. towards the author of Hudi-· 

4 bras, 
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bras, carries on it a fiain- of peculiar ingra .. 
titude. It is the more unpardonable, becaufe 
the monarch had tafie enough to appre .. 
ciate, and frequently to quote with admira
tion the wit of Butler : a wit not tranfiently 
employed to promote his pleafure, or to win 
his favour; but loyally and laborioufly 
exercifed in compofing one of the mofl: iQ
genious and original, and unquefiionably, 
the n1ofr ltarned poem in the Engliih Ian .. 
guage. A potm, which, independently of 
its literary merit, .did more to advance the 
royal caufe, by fi:igmatizing with unparallel
ed p·owers of irony and ridicule, the fanati
cifm and hypocrify of the ufurper's party, 
than had perhaps been effected by all the 
hifl:orians, 1noralifls, divines, and politi
cians put together. It is not meant, how
ever, to give unqualified praife to this 
poem. From the heavy charges of levity, 
and even of prophanenefs, 1-Iudibras cannot 
be vindicated; and a fcrupulous fovereign 
would have wifhed that his c·aufe had been 
ferved by better means. Such a fovereign 

was 
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was not Charles. So far from it, may it 
not be feared, that thefe grievous blemifhes, 
infl:ead of alienating the king from th~ 
poet, would too probably have been an 
additional motive for his approbation of the 
work, and ~hfequently, could · not have 

, been his reafon for negleB:ing the autho · =11-? 
A fomewhat fimilar imputation of in

gratitude towards Philip de Comines, 
though on different grounds of fervice, 
detracts not a little from the far more efl:i~ 
mable charaB:er of Louis XII. As it was 
this monarch's honourable · boafi: on ano
ther occafion, that the king of France 
never refented the injuries offered to the 
duke of Orleans, it ihould have been 

* Dryden alfo materially ferved the royal caufe by his admirable poem of Abfalom and Achitophel, which determined the conqueft of the Tories, after the exclufion parliaments. But, Dryden was a pro
.flig..:tte, whom no virtuous monarch could patronize. Though, when a prince refufes to remunerate the aB:ual fervices of a firft-rate genius, becaufe he is an unworthy man, it wonld be acling confifiently to 
withhold all favour from thofe who have only the vices wi thout the talents. 

VOL, II, E equally 
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equally his care, that the fervices performed 

for the one {hould never have been for

gotten by the other. 

To confer dignity and ufeful elegance on 

the hours of facial pleafure and relaxation, 

is a talent of peculiar value, and one of 

which an highly educated prince is in more 

con1plete poffeffion, than any other human 

being. He may turn even the paffing 

topics of the day to good account, by col

lecting the general opinion ; and may gain 

clearer · views of ordinary events and opi

nions, by hearing them faithfully related, 

and fairly canvaffed. Infiead of fallirig in 

with the prevailing tafie for levity and 

trifles, he may, without the fmallefi dimi .. 

nution of cheerfulnefs or wit in the con

verfation, infenfibly divert its current into 

the purefl: channels. The frandard of fo

ciety may be gracefully, and almofl im

perceptibly, raifed by exciting the attention 

to q-qefiions of tafie, morals, ingenuity, and 

literature. Under fuch aufpicious influence, 

every talent will not only be. elicited, but 

8 directed 



ON GIVING THE TONE TO MANNERS. 5r 
directed to its true end. Every ta!le for 
what is excellent will be awakened; every 
mental faculty, and moral feeling, will be 
quickened; and the royal perfon, by the 
urbanity and condefcenfion with which he 
thus calls forth abilities to their beft exer
cife, ·will foem to have infufed new powers 
into his honoured and delighted guefl:s. 

A Prince is "the maker of n1anners ;" 
and as he is the model of the court, fo is 
the court the model of the metropolis, and 
the metropolis of the refl of the kingdom. 
He fhould carefully avail himfelf of the 
rare advantage which his fl:ation affords, of 
giving, through this \Videlyextend~d fphere, 
the tone to virtue, as well as_ to n1anners . 
He fhould bear -in mind, that high autho
rity becomes a mofl: pernicious power, 
when, either by example or countenance, 
it is made the infl:run1ent of e~ten~ing and 
eftablifhing corruptions. 

We have given an infl:ance of the 
powerful effect of exam pl~ 'in · Princes, 
in the influence which the Jincerity of 

E 2 Henry 

,, 
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Henry IV. of France had on thofe about 

him. An inftance equally fl:riking may be ad~ 

duced of the eagernefs with which the fame 

monarch_ was imitated in his vices. Henry 

was paffionately addiB:ed to gaming, and 

the contagion of the king's example un

happily f pread with the utrnofl: rapidity, not 

only through the whole court, out the 

whole kingdom. 
And when, not gaming only, but other 

irregularities ;-when whatever is notori- ' 

oufly wrong, ·by being thus countenanced 

and protected, becomes thoroughly efta .. 

blifhed and faihionable, few will be aihamed 

of doing wrong. Every thing, indeed, 

which the court reprobates will continue 

to be ftigmatized ; but unhappily, every 

thing which it countenances will ceafe to 

be difreputable. And that which was 

accounted infamous under a virtuous, 

would c~afe to be difreputable under a cor

rupt reign. For, while vice is difcouraged 

by the highefl: authority, notwithftanding ~ 

it may be prattifed, it will fiill be accounted 
difho-
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diilionourable; but when that difcounte

nance is withdrawn, iliame and diilionour 

will no longer attend it. The contamination 

will fpread wider, and defcend lower, and 

purity will infenfibly lofe ground, when 

even notorious deviations from it are no 

longer attended with difgrace. 

Anne of Aufrria has been flattered by 

hiftorians, for having introduced a more 

refined politenefs into the court of France, 

and for having multiplied its amufements. 

We hardly know whether this remark is 

meant to convey praife or cenfure. It is 
certain, that her cardinal, and his able pre

deceifor, had addrefs enough to difcover, 

, that the moil effectual method of efl:ablifh

ing a def po tic government, was to amufe . 

the people, by encouraging a f pirit of diffi. 

pation, and feduloufiy providing objecl:s 

for its gratification. Thef e dextrous politi

cians knew, that to promote a general 

paffion for pleafure and idlenefs, would, by 
engaging the minds of the people, render 

them Iefs dangerous obf ervers, both of the 
E 3 · minifters 
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minifters and of their fovereigns. This 
project, which had perhaps only a tempo-
1·ary view, had lafiing confequences. The 
national characl:er was f o far changed by 
its fuccefs, that the country feems to have 
been brought to the unanimous conclufion, 
that it was pleafanter to amufe, than to 
defend themfelves. 

lt is alfo worth remarking, that even 
where the groffefr licentioufnefs may not be 
purfued, an unbounded paffiori. for exquifite 
refine1nent in plea[ ure, and for the luxuri
ous gratification of tafie, is attended with 

· more deep and ferious mifchiefs than are 
perhaps intended. It fiagnates higher 
energies; it becomes itfelf the paramount 
principle, and gradually, by debafing the 
l:eart, both difinclines and dif qualifies it 
for nobler purfuits. The court of Louis XIV. 
exhibited a fhiking proof of this degrading 
perfell:ion. The Princes of the blood were 
fo enchanted with its fafcinating f plendours, 
that they ignominioufly f ubmitted to the 
lofs of all power, importance, and influence . 

1n 
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in the fl:ate, becaufe, with a view to efl:range 

them from fituations of real ufefulnefs and 

dignity, they were gracioufiy permitted to 

prefide in matters of tafte and failiion, and 

to become the fupreme arbiters in drefs , 

f pecracles, and decoration •. 

'lit It is humiliating to the dignity of a Prince, 

when his fubjeB:s believe that they can recommend 

themfelves to his favour, by fuch low qualifications as 

a nice attention to perfonal appearance, an~ modi{h 

attire. Of this we {hall produce ·an infl:ance from 

another pa{fage of Lord Thomas Howard's Letters 

to Sir John Harrington. "The king," fays he, 

" doth admire good fafhion in cloaths. I pray you 

" give good heed hereunto. I would with you to 

" be well trimmed ; get a good jerkin well bordered, 

" and not too fhort : the king faith, he liketh a 

" flowing garment. Be fore it be not all of one 

" fort, but diverfely coloured ; the collar falling 

" fomewhat <lown, and your ruff wdl ftiffmed, and 

" bu<hy. V.J e have lately had many gallants rz.uho 

" have failed in their /uit for want of due obfervance in 

" thefe matters. The king is nicely heedful of fuch 

" points, and dwelleth on good looks and handfome 

" accoutrements." 
Nugre Antiqure . 

CHAP~ 
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CHAP. XXI. 

On the Art of moral Calculation, and mak-
ing a true Eflimate of 'J'hings and Perfans. 

A ROYAL perfon fhould early ~e taught 
to act on that maxim of one of the an
cients, that the chief misfortunes of men 
arife from their never having learned the 
true art of calculation. This moral art 
fuould be employed to teach him, how to 
weigh the comparative value of things; 
and to adjufl their refpeaive claims; af
figning to each that due proportion of 
time and thought to which e'ach will, on a 
fair valuation, be found to be entitled. It 
will alfo teach the habit of fetting the con
cerns of time, in contr.afl with thofe of 
eternity. This lafl is not one of thofe f pe
culative points, on which perfons may differ 
without danger, but one, in which an 

erroneous 
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erroneous calculation involves inextricable 
misfortune. 

It is prudent, not only to have a con
tinual reference to the value of the object, 
but alfo to the probability there is of at
tammg it. Not only to fee that it is of 
fufficient importance to jufl:ify our folicitude 
about it; but alfo to take care, that defigns 
of remote iifue, and projecl:s of difl:ant ex
ecution, do not fuperfede prefent and acl:ual 
duties. Providence, by fetting fo narrow 
limits to life itfelf, in which thefe objecl:s 
are to be purfued, has clearly f uggefl:ed to 
us, the impropriety of forming fchemes, f o 
difproportionate in their dimenfions, to our 
contracl:ed fphere of acl:ion. Nothing but 
this docl:rine of .moral calculation, will keep 
up in the mind a confl:ant fenfe of that 
fut1.Jre reckoning, which, even to a private 
individual, is of unfpeakable moment; but, 
which, to a Prince, whofe refponfibility is 
f o infinitely greater, increafes to a magni
tude, the full furn of which, the human 
mind would in vain . attempt to efl:imate. 

This 
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This principle will afford the mofl: falutary 
check to thofe projects of remote vain
glory, and pofl:humous ambition, of which, 
in almofl: every infl:ance, it is difficult to 
pronounce, whether they have been more 
idle, or more calamitous. 

Hifl:ory, fertile as it is in fimilar leffons, 
does not furniih a more fl:riking infiance 
of the n1ifchiefs of erroneous calculation, 
than the character of Alexander. How 
falfely did he efl:imate the poffible exertions 
Qf one man, and the extent of human life, 
when, in the courfe of his reign, which 
eventually proved a fhort one, he refolved 
to change the face of the world; to con
quer its kingdoms, to ~nlighten its igno
rance, and to redrefs it wrongs! a chimera, -
indeed, but a glorious chimera, had he not, 
at the fame time, and to the la.fl: hour of 
his life, indulged paffions inconfifl:ent with 
his own refolutions, and fubverfive of his 
own fchemes. His thirty-third year put a 
period to projects, for which many ages 
would have been infufficient ! and the va-

nity 



ON MORAL CALCULATION. 59 

nity of his ambition forms a forcible con

trafl: to the grandeur of his defigns.-His 

gigantic e,mpire, acquired by unequalled 

courage, ambition, and f uccefs, did not gra

dually decay by the lapfe of time; it did 

not yield to the imperious control of firange 

events, and extraordinary circumfiances, 

which it was beyond the wifdom of man 

to forefee, or the power of man to refifi ; 

but naturally, but ~nflantly, on the death 

of the Conqueror, it was at once broken in 

pieces, all his fch~mes were in a n1oment 

aboliihed, and even the diilolution of his 
own paternal inheritance was fpeedily ac .. 

complifhed, by the contefl:s of his immediate 

f ucce:!fors. 

But we need not look back to ancient 

Greece for proofs of the danger of errone

ous calculation, while Louis XIV. occupies 

the page of hifl:ory. This defcendant of 

fifty kings, after a triumphant reign of fixty 
years, having, like Alexander, been flat

tered with the name of the great, and hav-
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ing, doubtkfs, like_ him, projecled to rejgn 
after his deceafe, ·was not dead an hour, 
before his will was cancelled ; a will not 
made in fecret, and, like fame of his former 
acts, annulled by its own inherent injufrice, 
but publicly known, and generally approved 
hy Princes of the blood, counfellors, and 

- parliaments. This· royal ·will was fet afide 
with lefs ceremony, than would have been 
!hewn, in this country, to the tefl:ament of 
the rneaneft individual. All formalities 
were forgotten; all decenc:es trodden under 
foot. This decree of the new executive 
power became, in a n .. oment, as abfolute 
;is that of the 1nonarch, now fo contemptu
oufly treated, had lately been. No expla
nation was given, no arguments ,vere heard, 
no objections examined. That fovereign 
was totally and infiantly forgotten-

--whofe word 
Might yefterday have fiood 21gainfi: the world ; 
And none fo poor to <lo him reverence. 

The plans of Cefar Borgia were fo ably 
faid, that he thought he had put himfelf 

out 
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out of the reach of Providence. It was 

the boaft of this execrable politician, that 
he had, by the infallible rules of a wi!e and 

forefeeing policy, fo f urely laid the im 11u

table foundations of his O\Vn lafiing great

nefs, that of the feveral poffibilities which 

he had calculated, not one could fhake the 

frability of his fortune. If the pope, his 

father, fhould live; his grandeur was fecure ; 
if he died, · he had, by his interefl:, fecured 
the next election. But this deep fchemer 

had forgotten to take his own n1ortality 

into the account.-He did net calculate 011 

that ficknefs, which would remove hin1 
from the fcene, where his prefence was 

neceifary to fecure thefe events; he did 

not forefee, that, when his father died, his 
mortal enemy, and not his creature, w0uld. 

fucceed, and, by fuccceding, would defeJt 

every thing.-1\bove all, he did not cal

culate, that, when he invited to his palace 

nine cardinals, for ·whofe fupper he had 

prepared a deadly poifon, in order to get 

t!Y i · 

, 
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their ·wealth into his own hands-he did 
not, I fay, forefee, that 

--he but taught 
Bloody infl:ruclions, which being taught, return . 
To plague the inventor-

He did not think that literally, 
--Even-handed juftice 

Would give th' ingredients of the poifon'd chalice 
To his own lips. 

He had left out of his · calculation,- that 
the pope, his father, would perifh by the 
very plot which was employed to enrich 
him, while he, Borgia himfelf, with the mor
tal venom in his veins, fhould only efcape to 
drag on a life of meannefs, and mifery, in 
want, and in prifon; with the lofs of his 
boundlefs wealth and power, lofing all thofe 
adherents which that wealth and power 
had attracred. 

It is of the lafi importance, that perfons 
of high condition :fhould be preferved fron1 
entering on their brilliant career with falfe 
principles, falfe views, and falfe maxims. 
It is of the lafl importance, to teach the~ 

no t 
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not to confound fplendour with dignity, 
, jufiice with fuccefs, merit with profperity, 

voluptuoufnefs with happinefs, refinement 
in luxury with pure tafre, deceit with faga
city, f uf picion with penetration, prodigality 
with a liberal f pirit, honour with Chrifiian 
principle, Chriftian principle with fanati
cifm, .or confcientious ftriB:nefs with hypo
crify. 

Young perfons poffefs fo little clearnefs 
in their views, fo little difiincrnefs in their 
perceptions, and are fo much inclined to 
prefer the fuggefl:ions of a warm fancy to 

the fober deduclions of reafon, that, in their 
purfuit of glory and celebrity, they are 
perpetually liable to take up with falfe way
marks; and where they have fome general 
good intentions ref pec}ing the end, to defeat 
their own purpofe by a mifapplication of 
n1eans ; fo that, very often, they do not fo 
much err through the feduclion of the 

fenfes, as by accumulating fal[e maxims 

into a fort of fyflem, on which they after

ward alt through life. 
One. 
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_ One of the firft leff ons, that {hould be 
inculcated on the great, is, that God has 
not fent us into this world to give us con
fummate happinefs, but to train us to thofe 
habits which lead to it. High rank lays 
the mind open to fl:rong temptations. The 
highefl rank to the firongefr. The [edu
cing images of luxury and pleaf ure, of 
fplendour and of homage, of power and 
independence, are too feldom counteracted 
by the only adequate prefervative, a reii
gious education. The world is too gene
rally entered upon as a fcene of pleafure, 
inftead of trial; as a theatre of amufement, 
not of action. The high-born are taught 
to enjoy the world at an age when they 
fhould be learning to know it; and to 
grafp the prize, when they fhould be exer
c~fing themfelves for the con1bat. They 
confequently look for the fweets of victory, 
when they iliould be enduring the hardnefs 
of the conflict. 

From fome of thefe early corruptions, a 
young Princefs will be preferved, by that 

very 
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very 'fupereminent greatnefs, which, in 
other refpecl:s, has its dangers. Her ex
alted fiation, by feparating her from n1if
cellaneous fociety, becomes her protecl:ioli. 
from many of its maxims and pracl:ices. 
From the dangers of her own peculiar 
fituation fhe fhould be guarded, by being 
early taught t~ confider po,ver and influence·, 
not as exempting her from the di'fficultie~ 
of life, or enfuring to her a larger portion of 
its pleafures, but as engaging her in a pecu
liarly extended fphere of duties, and infi
nitely increafing the demands on her for
titude and vigilance. 

The right formation of her judgment 
will much a:ffifi: in her acquifition of right 
practical habits ;, and the art of making a 
juft efiimate of men and things, will be one · 
of the mofi ufeful leifons -fhe will have to 
learn. Young perfons, in their views of 
the world, are apt to make a falfe eflimate 
of characl:e~, fomething in the way in 
which the Roman mob decided on that of 
Crefar. They are dazzled with the glitter 

V OL . II, F of 
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of a fhining acl:ion; without fcrutinizing the 
characl:er, or fufpelting the motive of the 
actor. From the fcene which followed 
Ca:far's death, they may learn a falutary 
leifon. How eafily did the infinuating 

' Anthony perfuade the people, that the man 
who had aclually robbed them of their 
liberty, and of thofe privileges in defence 
of which their anceftors had fhed their beft 
blood, was a prodigy of difinterefled gcne
rofity, becaufo he had left them permiffion 
to walk in his pleafure-gro1.1nds !-· the be
queft of a few drachmas to each, was fuf_ 
.ficient to convince thefe fhallow reafoners,. 
that their dec~afed benefaclor was the mofl 
difinterefted, and leaft felfi{h, of mankind. 
In this popular ac\: they forgot, that he had 
ravaged ·Greece, depopulated Gaul, plun
dered Afia, and fubverted the common
wealth! 

The fame clafs of ardent and indifcrimi
nating judges will pafs over, in the popular 
characl:er of our fifth Henry, the profligacy 
of his morals, and the ambition of his 

te1nper, 
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temper, and think only of his perfonal 
bravery, and his fplendid fucce[es. They 
will forget, in the conqueror of Agincourt, 
the abettor of fuperflition and cruelty, and 
the unfeeling perfecutor of the illuflrious 
Lord Cobham. 

But, in no inflance has a falfe judgment 
been more frequently made, than in the 
admired and attractive character of Henry 
IV. of France. The franknefs of his man
ners, the gallantry of his fpirit, and the 
generofity of his temper, have concurred 
to unite the public judgment in his favour, 
and to obtain too much indulgence to his 
unfl:eady principles, and his libertine con
duce. But the qualities which infure po
pularity too feldom ftand the fcrutiny of 
truth. Born with talents and difp'ofitions 
to engage all hearts, Henry was defottive 
in that radical principle of confcience, 
which is the only foundation of all true 
virtue. The renunciation of his religion 
for the crown of France, which was 
thought a mafl:er.fi:roke of p0licy, which 

F 2 was 
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was recommended by ftatefmen, juftified 
by divines, and even approved by Sully, was 
probably, as mo{l:° acts of mere worldly 
policy often prove to be, the fource of his 
fubfequent misfortunes. Had he preferred 
his religion to the crown of France, he had 
not fallen the victim of a fanatical aifaffin. 
Had he limited his defires to the kingdom 
of Navarre, when that of France could 
only be obtained by the facrifice of his con
fcience, the heroifm of his character would 
then have been unequivocal, and his ufeful
nefs t? mankind n1ight have been infinitely 
extended. Nor is it impoffible, that thofe 
who urged the condition might, by the 
fieady perfeverance of his refufal, have been__ 
induced to relinquifh it; and French pro
tefi:antifm, from his confcientious adherence 
to its principles, might have derived fuch a 
ftrength; as foon to have made it paramount 
in the fiate : an event which would pro
bably have faved Europe fro1n · thofe hor
rors and agitations, with which the late 
century clofed, and the prefent has com-

menced, 



.ESTIMATE O.F THINGS AND PERSONS. 69 

menced, the termination of which remains 

awfully concealed in the yet unrolled 

volume of eternal Providence. 

How much more folid, though neither 

fung by the poet, nor immortalized by the 

fculptor *, was the virtue of his illuflrious 

mother, honourably introducing, with in

finite labour and hazard, the reformation 

into her fmall territory! Nothing, fays her 

warm eugolift, biihop Burnet, was wanting 

to make the queen of Navarre perfect, but 

a larger dominion. " She not only re

formed her court, but her whole princi

pality, to f uch a degree, tha t the golden 

age feems to have returned under her, or 

rather Chriftianity appeared again, with its 

prifl:ine purity . and lufl:re. Nor is there 

one fingle abatement to be made her. Only 

her fphere was narrow."-But is not this 

to make greatnefs depend too much on 

* Henry IV. was chofen by Voltaire for the Hero 

of his E pie poem, and his ftatue was for a long time 

ref pecl:ed in France, when thofe of other kings were 

deftroyed. 

F 3 extrinfic 
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extrinfic accident? That fphere is large 
enough, which is rounded with perfea.ion. 
A Chriftian queen during her troubled life. 
A martyr in her exemplary death, haftened, 
as is too probable, by the black devices of 
one, as much the opprobrium, as fue her
felf was the glory of queens ; the execrable 
plotter of the maffacre of Saint Bartholo
new. Happy for Catherine di Medici, and 
for France, of which fhe was regent during 
the minority of three kings, had her fphere 
been as contracted as was that of Jane of 
Navarre*! 

For 
• Nature, perhaps, never produced a more perfeB: 

contrail, than thefe two contemporary queens. The 
in~dlec¼.ual fu btilty of Catherine's vices more re
f em bled thofe of an infernal f pirit, than of a corrupt 
woman. She had an exquifite genius for crimes. 
The arts fhe employed againft thofe, whofe deftruc
tion fhe meditated, were varied, and applied with the 
niceft appropriation to their cafe and charac¼.er; and 
h~r [ uccefs was proportioned to her fl<:ill. Power, 
r~ches, pleafure.s, were the baits whii:h fhe held out, 
with exaa. difcrirpination, to diffen::nt men, according 
as their tempers inclined them to either. ::f-Ier µeep 
Jp1owled~e of ~ankind, {he converted to the purpof e 

of 
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For want of having learned to make a 

jufi eflimate of the relative value of actions, 

Louis 

of alluring, betraying, and deflroying all, againil: 

whom fhe had defigns : and fhe had the ingenuity 

to ruin every one in his own way. She not only 

watched the vices and weakneffes, but the very vir .. 

tues of men, in order to work with them to their 

deftrutlion. The excefs of a good quality, the 

elevation of a virtue, was a b.etter implement for 

working the ruin of its poffeffor, than even his faults. 

Her diffimulation was fo ex:quifitc, her patience in 

evil fo perfevering, that no time appeared too long 

for nourifhing impious projetl:s, and ripening them to 

perfeci:ioo. Aware, at length, that that rare combi

nation of deceit and cruelty which met in her cha

racler was detected, in order to complete the defi:ruc

tion of the Proteftants more fignally, her fon, a pup .. 

pet in her hands, was taught to fofter and c4refs them. 

Two years did this· pernicious Italian brood over this 

plot 11:. Its dire cataftrophe who does not know? 

-~een Jane was poifoned, as a prologue to this 

t ragedy, a fovereign to whom even the bigott~d 

hiftorians of the P-0pifh communion concur in afcrib

ing all that was elegant, accomplifhed, and pure in 

woman, with all that was wife, heroic, learned, and 

intrepid in man ! 

• For a more detailed charatler of Catherine, fee the Life of 

Agrippa D' Aubigne. 
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Louis XIV. while he was laying Flanders 
wafl:e, and depopulating whole provinces, 
probably perfuaded himfelf, that he was 
acl:uated by pure charity, and love of the 
·people, becaufe he carried in his military 
caleche fome bags of bread and money, . 
which he diftributed, as he paifed, to the 
famifhed peafantry ; beings, whofe hunger 
was eaufed by 11is,ambition, hungerwhich the 
oftentatious diftribution of a few loaves and 
livres could relieve but for a moment. !-le 
might have given them peace, and faved his 
bread. HefuouldhaverefleB:ed,that the mofl: 
n1unificent charities of a Prince, commend
able as they are in themfelves, can be only 
local and partial; and are almoft nothing, 
in the way of benefit, compared with a 
deliverance, which it was in his power to 
have · granted them, from the n1iferies of 
war. In a Prince, to love peace, is to be 
chari~able on a grand f cale. - The evils 
which he perfonally relieves, in confequence 
of their prefenting themfelves to his fenfes, 
highly as that fpecies of bounty ihould be 

rated, 
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:rated, mufl: be out of all proportion few, 

compared with thofe which never meet 

his eyes. If, by compaffionating the one, 

he fooths his own feelings, while he forgets 

· the other,, only becaufe they are too remote 

to come in contafr with thefe feelings, his 

ch~rity is little better than felf-love. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

On Erroneous Judgment. - Characler of 
.f0!.een Cbr!ftina of Sweden.-Comparifan 
of Chr!flina with Alfred. 

N oTHINGleads more tofalfe efiimates than 
our f uffering that natural defire of happi
n efs, congenial to the human heart, to 
n1iilead us by its eagernefs. The objea in 
i rfelf is not only natural, but laudable ; 
h ut the fteps which are fuppofed to lead 
to it, when ill regulated, never attain the 
end. Vice, of whatever kind, leads to ine~ 
vitab-le mifery ; yet, through a falfe calcula
tion, even while happinefs is intended, vice is 
purfued. The voluptuous will not be per-, 
fuaded to fet bounds to their indulgences . 
Thus they infallibly defl:roy both health 
of body, and peace of mind ; yet the moil: 
voluptuous never intend to be miferable. 
,¥hat a neceffity hence arifes, for early 

infufing 
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infufing right principles, and training to 

fafe and temperate habits, when even the 

very defire of happinefs, if left merely to 

its infl:intlive movements, is almofl certain 

to plunge its votary into final and irremedi

able wretchednefs ! 
But in no inflance is the defetlive judg

n1ent which leads to falfe efl:imates, more 

to be regretted, than in thofe who apply 

themfelves to purfuits, and affecl: habits 

foreign from their fl:ation; who f pend 

their feafon of improvement in cultivating 

talents, which they can hardly ever bring 

into exercife, to the neglecr of thofe which 

they are peculiarly called to acquire; who 

run out of their proper road in purf uit of 

falf e fame, while they renounce the folid 

glory of a real, an attainable, and an appro

pria t:e renown. · 

The danger of. a Prince often becomes, 

in this refpeB:, the greater, becaufe, while 

he fees a path open before him, fuppofe in 

the cafe of the fine arts, by which he be

holds others r.ifing into univerfal notice 

and 
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and celebriry, he feels, perhaps, a natural 
propenfity to the fan1e purfuits, and a con
fcioufnefs of being able to excel in them. 
Meanwhile, even his weakefi efforts are 
flattered by thofe arouRd him, as the fure 
prefages of_ excellence; and he is eafily led 
to believe, that if he will condefcend to 
enter the lifis, he is certain to attain the 
palm of victory. When we confider the 
amount of the temptation, we fhould be 
almofl ready to forgive the Emperor Nero, 
had it been only in difplaying his n1ufical 
or theatrical talents, that he had departed 
from the line of rectitude. But to fee a 
Roman Emperor travelling through Greece 
in the character of an artifi, in order to 
extort the applaufes of a people eminent 
for their tafle, was an indication of farther 
evils. The infatuation remained to his 
lafr hour; for, in his dying moments, 
infi:ead of thinking how Rome mufi: re
joice to be rid of fuch a mafi:er, he only 
wondered how the -world could fubmit to 
the lofs of f uch a performer. 

It 
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It is one of the n1any evils which ref ult 

froJU indulging fuch mifplaced propenfities, 
that it produces a fatal forgetfulnefs of all 

the proper duties of a fovereign, and of his 
legitimate fphere of emulation. Having 

once eaten of the forbidden fruit of this 
meretricious praife, he becomes fonder of 
the relifh,-his tafl:e is corrupted,-his 
views are lowered,-his ambition is con

traB:ed; and indolence confpires with vanity, 
in perpetuating his del ufion, and in making 
him take up with purfuits, and gratifica
tions, far below the level of his high ori
ginal. 

For a Prince, who has formed a jufi: efti
mate of his own exalted fiation, will ever 

bear in mind, that as its rank, its rights, 
and its privileges, are all of a kind pecu~ 
liar to itfelf, fo alfo muft be its honours. 
Providence has laid open to a Prince an 
elevated and capacious field of glory, from 
which fubjecrs muft be ever excluded, by 
the very circumfi:ances of their civil con

dition. A Prince will but degrade himfelf, 
when 
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when he defcends from this vantage grou·nd1 
which he naturally occupies, to mix in ·the 
competitions of ordinary men. He en
gages in a contefl: in which, though failure 
may difgrace, even fuccefs cannot do him 
honour. lVIonarchs, therefore, would d0 
well to remember, and to improve upon 
the principle of the dignified reply of 
Alexander, who being afk.ed whether he 
would not engage in the competition fot 
the prize at the Olympic games, anfwered, 
" - Y es,-if KINGS are to be my compe
titors." Nor perhaps would the high
minded anfwer of Alcibiades be unbecoming 
in a Prince,-" It is not for me to give, 
but to receive delight." 

Ever, therefore, let thofe whofe impor
tant duty it is, to fuperintend the educa
tion of a royal perfon, labour to fix in him 
a jufl: conception of the proprieties of his 
princely character. Let them teach hi1n 
how to regulate all his judgments and pur
fuits, by the rule of reafon, by a found and 
Jerious efiimate of his O\Vn condition, and 

of 
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of the peculiar duties, excelltncies, and 
honours; which belong to it, on grounds n o 
lefs of wifdom than of virtue. 

We know not how better to illu flrate . 
the nature, and confirm the truth of thefe 
remarks, than by adducing, as an eminent 
infianGe of a contrary kind, the charaaer 
of queen Chrifiina of Sweden, the me
morable tale of her falfe judgment, and 
perverted ambition.-Chriflina, a woman 
whote whole character was one mafs of 
t ontradiclions ! That fame defect in judg
ment, which, after ihe had, with vafr colt 
and care, colleB:ed f ome of the fine fl 
piB:ures in Rome, led her to fpoil their 
proportions, by clipping them with fheers, 
till they fitted her apartn1ent, appeared in all 

!he did. It led her, while ilie thir fl:ed fo r 
adulation, to renounce, in abdicating her 
crown, the means of exaa ing it. It led 
her to read almofl: all books, without _di
gefling any, to make the1n the theme of 
her difcourf e, but not the ground of her 

conduct 
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It led her, fond as :fhe was of magnifi .. -
cence, to reduce herfelf to fuch a fi:ate of 
indigence, as robhed her of the power of 
enjoying it. And it was the fame incon
fifl:ency, which made her court the applaufe 
of men, eminent for their religious cha
i-acter, while fhe valued herfelf on being 
an avowed infidel. 

This royal wanderer roamed from coun
try to country, and from court to court, 
for the poor purpofe of entering the lifts 
with wits, or of dif cuffing knotty points 
with philofophers : proud of aiming to be 
the rival of Voffius, when her true merit 
would have confifred in being his pro
tector. Abfurdly renouncing the folid 
glory of governing well, for the fake of 
hunting after an empty phantom of liberty, 
which fhe never enjoyed, and vainly 
grafping at the :lhadow of fame, which fhe 
never attained. 

Nothing is right, which is not in its 
right place. Diforderly wit, even diforderly 
virtues, lofe much of their natural value. 

There 
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There is an exquifite fymmetry and pro
portion in the qualities of a well-ordered 
mind. An ill-regulated defire of that 
knowledge, the ~efl: part of which {he 
might have acquired with dignity, at her 
leifure hours; an unbounded vanity, eager 
to exhibit to foreign countries thofe at
tainments which ought to have been ex
ercifed in governing her own ;-to be 
thought a philofopher by wits, and a wit 
by philofophers ;-this was the prepofie
rous ambition of a queen born to rule a 
brave people, and naturally poifeifed of 
talents, which might have made tha~ peo
ple happy. Thus it was that the daughter 
of the great Gufi:avus, who might have 
adorned that throne for which he fo 
bravely fought, for want of the difcretion 
of a well-balanced_ ITiind, and the virtues of 
a well-difciplined heart, became the fcorn 
of thofe, whofe admiration fhe might have 
commanded. Her ungoverned tafi:es were, 

'. as is n_ot unufual, connected with pailions 
equally ungovernable ; and there is too 

voL. II. _ c much 
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much ground for fufpecl:ing that the mi!l:refa 
of Monaldefchi _ended with being his mur

derer. . It is not furprifing, that fhe who 

abdicated her throne fhould abjure her Fe

]igion. Having renounced every thing elfe 

which was worth preferving, fhe ended by 

renouncing the Proteflant faith. 

It may not be without its ufes to the 

royal pupil, to compare the conduct of 

Chrifiina with that of Alfred, in thofe 

points in which they agreed, and thofe in 

which they exhibited fo flriking an oppo
fition.-To contrafl: the Swede, who, with 
the advantage of a lettered education, de

fcended from the throne, abandoned the 

noble!l and widefl fphere of action in which 

the infiruued mind -could defire to employ 

its flores, and renounced the highefl: focial 

duties which a human being can be called 

to perform, with Alfred, one of the few 
happy inflances in which genius and virtue 

furmounted the difadvantages of an edu

cation fo totally negleB:ed, that at twelve 

years old he did not even know the letters 

. of 
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of the alphz.bet. He did not abdicate his 
crown, in order to Gultivate his own talents, 
or .to gratify his fancy with the talents of 
others, but laboured right royally to affem
ble around the throne all the abilities of 
his country. Alfred had no fooner tafi:ed 
the charms of learning, than his great 
genius unfolded itfelf. He was enchanted 
with the elegancies of literature to a de-· 
gree which, at fir.fl:, feemed likely to divert 
him from all other objell:s-. But he foon 
reflected, that a prince is not born for him .. 
felf. When, therefore, he was all:uall y 
called to the throne, did be weakly defert 
his royal duties, to run into di.fl:ant lands, to 
recite Saxon verfes, or to repeat that claffic 
poetry of which he became fo enamoured.? 
N .. o. Like a true patriot, he dG!voted his 
rare genius to the noble.fl: purpofes. He 
dedicated the talents bf t•he fovereign to· 
the improvement of the people.. I-Ie did 
not renounce his learning when he became: 
a king, but he confecrated it to a truly royal 
purpofe. And while the Swedifi1 v2.grant 

G 2- was 
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was f ubfifi:ing on eleemofynary flattery, be
ftowed in pity to her real, but mifapplied 
abilities, Alfred was exercifing his talents 

like the father of his country. He did not 

confider fiudy as a mere gratification of 
his own tafte. He knew that a king has 

nothing exclufively his own, not even his 
literary attainments. He threw his eru
dition, like his other poffefiions, into the 
public flock_; He diffuf ed among the people 

his own knowledge, which flow~d in all 
directions, like fi:reams from their parent 
fountain, fertilizing every portion of the 
human foil, fo as to produce, if not a rapid 

growth, yet a tafte both for fcience and 

virtue, where fhortly before there had been 
a barbarous wafte, a complete moral and 

mental defolatione 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

Obfervations on the Age of Louis XIV. and 
on Voltaire. 

IF in the prefent work we frequently cite 
Louis XIV. it is becaufe on fuch an occafion 
his id~a naturally prefents itfelf. His reign 
was f o long; his character fo prominent; his 

qualities fo ofl:enfible; his affairs were fo 

interwoven with thofe of the othet countries 

of Europe, and efpecially with thofe of 

England; the period in which he lived 

produced fJ.Ich a revolution in manners; and, 

above all, his encomiafi:ic hifl:orian, Voltaire, 

has decorated both the period and the king 

with fo much that is great and brilliant, 
that they fill a large fpace in the eye of the 
reader. Voltaire writes as if the Age of 
Loui.; XIV. bounded the circle of human 

G 3 glory; 
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glory; as if the antecedent hifl:ory of Eu .. 
rope were among thofe inconfiderable and 
obfcure annals, which are either loft in 
fiction, -o~ funk in infignificance ; as if 
France, at the period he celebrates, bore 
the farn~ relation to the modern, that Rome 
did to the ancien,t world, when !he divided 
the globe into two portion~, Romans and 
barbarians~ as if Louis were the central 
fun from which all the leifer }ights of the 
European firman1ent borrowed their· fe.ebl~ 
radiance. 

But whatever other countries may do, 
Englifumen at leafi: are able to look back 
with triumph to ages anterior to that which 
is exclu-fively {ienominated the age of Louis 
XIV. Nay, in that vaunted age itfelf we 
venture to difpute with France the palm of 
glory. To all they boa.ft of arms, we pro
duce no . other proof of fu periority but that 
we . conquered the boafl:ers. To all that 
they bring in fcience, anu. it mufr be al
lowed that-they bring much ~ or where would 

be 
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be the honour of eclipfing them? we have 

to oppofe our Locke, our Boy le, ~nd our 

Newton. To their long lifl: of wits and 

of poets, it would be endlefs, in the way 

of competition, to attempt enumerating., 

fiar by fl:ar, the countlefs conflellation 

which illuminated the bright contemporary 

reign of Anne. 

But the principal reafon for which we fo 

often cite the conducl, and, in citing the 

,:onducr, refer to the errors of Louis, is, 

t hat there was a time, when the fplendour of 

his character, his impofi~g magnificence 

and generofity, n1ade us in too much danger 

of confidering him as a model. The il

tufion has in a good degree vanifhed; yet 

the inexperienc~d reader is f.till liable, by his 

dazzling qualities, not only to be blinded 

to his vices, but is even in danger of not 

finding out tha.t thofe. very qualities were 

themfelves little better than vices. 

But it is not enough for wri 'ters, who 

,vifh to promote the befl: interefl:s of the 

g reat, to expofe vices, they iliould alfo 

G 4 confi-

• 
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confider it as part of their duty to flrip off 
the mafk from Ja!fe virtues, efpecially thofe 
to which the highly born and the highly _ 
flattered are peculiarly liable. To thofe 
who are captivated with the fhining annals 
of the ambitious and the magnificent; who 
are firuck with the glories with which the 
brows of the bold and the prof perous are 
encircled; fu{:h calm, unobtrufive qualities 
as jufiice, charity, temperance, meeknefs, 
a~.d purity, will make but a mean figure; 
or, at befi, will be confidered only as the 
virtues of the vulgar~ not as the attributes 
of Kings. While in the portrait of the 
conqueror, ambition, fenfuality, oppreffion, 
luxury, and pride, painted in the leafi of
fenfive colours, and blended with the bright 
tints of perfonal bra very, gaiety, and pro~ 
fufe liberality, will lead the fanguine and 
the young to doubt whether the former 
clafs of qualities can be very mifchievous, 
which is fo blended and loft in the latter ; 
efpecially when they find that hardly any 
abatement is made by the hiftorian for the 

one, 
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- one, while the other is held up to ad
miration. 

There is no family in which the fhewy 
qualities have more blinded the reader, and 
fometimes the writer too, to their. vices, 
than the Princes of the Houf e of Medici. 
The profligate Alexander, the firft uf urper 
of the dukedom of Florence, is declared, 
by one of his hifl:orians, Sandoval, to be a 
perfon of excellent condua; and though the 
writer himfelf acknowled.ges his extreme 
licentioufnefs, yet he fays, " he won the 
Florentines by his obliging manners : ,, thofe 
Florentines whom he not only robbed of 
their freedom, but difli.onoured in the per-

. / fans of their wives and daughters; his un-
. bounded profligacy no.t even _ refpecl:ing 
the fancrity of convents ! Another writer, . 
f peaking of the Houfe of Medici colleclively, 
fays, " their having refrored knowledge 
"' and elegance will, in time, obliterate 
"' their faults.. Their ufurpation, tyranny, 
" pride, perji.dy, vindiclive cruelty, parri
., , cidf.r, and incefi, will be remembered no 

" more. 
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" nwre. Future ages will forget their atto
'' cious crimes in Jo1id admiratio1~ * ! " Ought 
l1ifiori2ns to teach fuch leffons to Princes ? 
Ought they to be told that " knowledge 
,~ and eleganceH cannot be bought too dear, 
though purchafcd by fuch atrocious crimes? 
-The illuf1:fious Houfe of Medici fee:ms 
to h~ve reviYed, in every point of refem
bbnce, the Athenian character. With one 
or two honourable exceptions, it exhibits 
the fame union of n1oral corruption, . with 
mental tafi:e; the fame genius _for the arts, 
nnd the fame neglect of tpe virtues; the 
fa me polifh, and the fame profligacy; the 
fame paffion for learning, and the fame 
appetite fo r pleafure; the fame interchange 
0f fpeD:z.cles ~nd affailinztions-; the fam e 
prefrrence of tte beauty of a fiatue to 
, he lifo of a citizen. 

So falfe are the eflimates which have ever 
been made of human conducl:; fo feldom 
has praife been juftly befl:owed in this life; 

~ 1Ioble's l/iemoirs of the illufl:rjous Houfe of 
M edici. 

fo 
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fv many wrong atl:ions not only efcape 
cenfure, but are acc~mnted reputable, that 
it furnifl1es one {hong argument for a future 
retribution. This injufl:ice of human judg
ment led even the pagan Plato, in the 

perfon of Socrates, to affign, in an ingenious 

fiction, a reafon why a judgment after 
death was appointed. }le accounts for the 
neceility of this, by obferving, that in a 
preceding period each perfon had been 
judged in his lifetime, and by living judges. 
The confequence was, that fal[e judgments 

were continually paifed. The reafon of 
thefe unjnfl: decifions, he obferves, is, that 
men being judged in the body, the blemifhes 
and defects of th~ir minds are overlooked, 
in confideration. of their beauty, their high 
rank, or their riches; and their being alfo 
furrounded by a multitude who are always 
ready to extql -their virtues, the judges of 
courfe are biaifed ; and being thcmfel ves 

_; .. al fo in the body, their own mi1~ds lil~t;wife 
: are darkened. It was therefore determined, 

I 

. that 
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that men fhould not be called to their 
trial till after death, when they fhall ap
pear before the judge, himfelf a pure 
ethereal fpirit, firipped of that body and 
thofe ornamental appendages which had 
mifled earthly judges *. The fpirit of. 
this fable is as applicable to the age o.f 
Louis XIV. as it was to that of Alexander, 
in which it was written. 
· Liberality is a truly royal virtue, a · 

virtue too, which has its own immediate 
reward in the delight which accompanies its 
exercife. All wealth is in order to diffufion. 
If novelty be, as has been faid, the great 
charm of life, there is no way of enjoying· 
it fo perfectly as by perpetual aB:s of ~be. 
neficence. The great becon1e infenfible to 
the pleafure of their own affluence, from 
having been long ufed to it : but, in the 
difl:ribution of riches, there is always fome
thing frefh and reviving; and the opulent 

• See Guardian, No. :7. 
add 
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add to their own ftock of happinefs all that 

their bounty be!l:ows on others. It is pity, 

therefore, on the mere fcore of voluptuouf

nefs, that neither Vitellius nor Eliogabalus, 

nor any of the other imperial gourmands, 

was ever fo fortunate as to find out this 

multiplied luxury of " eating with many 

mouths at once." -Homage n1ufl fatiate, in

temperance will cloy, fplendour will fatigue, 

diffipation exhaufr, and adulation furfeit; 

but the delights of beneficence will be 

always new and refrefhing. And there is 
no quality in which a prince has it more in 

his power to exhibit a faint refemblance of 

that great being, whofe reprefentative he is, 

than in• the capacity and the love of this 

. communicative . goodnefs. 
But, it is the perfection of the Chri!l:ian 

virtues, that they ne_ver intrench on each 

other. It is a trite remark, yet a remark 

that requires to be repeated, that liberality 

lofes the very name of virtue, · when it is . 

praB:ifed at the expence of j u!l:ice, or even 

of prudence~ It muft be allowed, that of 
all 



94 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 

all the fpecies of liberality, there is not one 
more truly royal than that which fofien 
fTcnius and rewards ·letters. But the motive '--1 

of -the patron, and the refources from which 
his bounty is drawn, mufl determine on 
the n1erit of the action. Leo X. ·has been 
extolled by all his hifiorians as a prodigy 
of generofity; a quality~ indeed, which 
eminently difiinguifhed his whole family : 
but the admiration excited by reading th tt 
numberlefa inf1:ances of his munificent 
f pirit in remunerating men of talents, will 
receive a great drawback, by reflecring, 
that he drew a large part of the refources 
nece{fary for his liberality from the fcanda. 
lous ./ale of indulgences. This included 
not only felling the good works of the 
faints, ( of which the church had always an 
inexhauftible chefi. in h:ind,) over and above 
fuch as were neceifary to their own fal
yation, to any affluent finner who was rich 
enough to pay fo_r thern; not only a full 
pardon for all fins pafl: and prefent of the 
living offender, but for all that were to 

come,. 



AGE OF LOUIS XI V . 95 

eome, however great their number or enor
mous their nature *. 

T'he f plendid pontiff earned an immort~l 
fame in the grateful pages of thofc f(hol- rs 
who tafl:ed of his bounty, while, by this 
operation of fraud upon folly, the credulou:i 
rr,ultitude were drained of their money, 
the ignorant tempted to the boldefl: impiety, 
the vicious to the moft unbounJed prn. 
fligqcy, and the n1eafure of the iniquitic · of 
the church of Rome was filled up. 

But Louis XIV. carried this honourable! 
generofity to an extent unknown before. 
He beCT:owed prefents and penfions 011 no 

lefs th2n fixty men of the mofl eminent 
talents and learning in different countries 
of Europ~e. One is forry to be compelled, 

~ This munificent pope, not contented with fop~ 
plying his own wants by this fpiritual traffic, p ro 
Yidt:d alfo for his rdations by fetting them up in the 
fame lucrative commerce. His iiH:er Magdalen'g 
portion was derived from the large f phere affig- ned 
her for carrying on this rnerchar;dize ; her warehoufr 
was in Saxony. More diflant relations had [mall.er 
!hops in different provinces, for the fale of this popu
lar commodity. 

by 
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by truth, to detract from the fplendour of 
fuch liberality, by two remarks. In the 
firll: place, it is notorious, that the bounty 
originated from his having learned that 
Cardinal Richelieu had fent large prefents 
to many learned foreigners, who had writ
ten panegyrics on him. Who can help 
fufpeaing, that the King, lefs patient or lefs 
prudent than the Cardinal, was eager to 
pay before-hand for his own anticipated 
panegyrics? Secondly, who can help re
gretting, that the large f urns thus liberally 
befiowed, had not been partly fubtracl:ed 
from the expence of his own boundlefs 
felf-gratifications, which were at the fame 
time carried on with a profufion without 
example? For Louis was contented with 
bringing into aclion a fentiment which 
Nero even ventured to put into words," that 
there was no other ufe of treafure but to • 
f quande·r it." vVho can forgc:t that this 
money had been extorted from the people, 
by every impoft and exacrion which Col
bert, his indefatigable minifter, himfelf a 

patron 
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patron of genius, could devife ? How in
effectually does the hifrorian and eulogifl: of 
the king labour to vindicate him on this 
very ground of profufion, from the imputed 
charge of avarice, by ftrangely aiferting, 
that a king of France, who poffeffes no 
income difl:inct from the revenues of the 
fl:ate, and who only dillributes th~ public 
n1oney., cannot be accufed of covetoufnefa ! 
an apology almoft as bad as the imputed 
crime. For, where is the merit of any 
liberality which not 011Iy f ubtra& nothing 
from the gratification of the giver, but 
which is exercifed at the p9fjtive expence 
of the public comfort :i- i 

Colbert 

* The perfon who now holds the reins ?f go
vernment in a neighbouring nation, is. fa.id fuccefs~ 
fully to have adopted finular meafnres. lie early 
made it his f\:udious care to buy up the goo4 reporf · 
of author& and men of. talents, knowing mankind 
well enough to 'Qe affured, that this was the fure and 
immediate road to that farne for which he pants. 
Near fp eB:ators inftantly detea the fallacy; but 
flrangers, as he forefaw, would miftake the adula-tioJ1 
of thefe bribed witne!fes for the general opl.IllOJl ; 

..,-oL . 11 . ·H th~ 
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Colbert has been even preferred to Surly, 
for his zeal in diminifhing peculation and 
public abufes. But though Coloert was a 
very able minifier, yet there was a wide 
difference between his motives of aetion 
and· thofe of Sully, and between their ap• 
plication of the public money. But, even 
the profufenefs of the extortioner Fouquet, 
in fquandering the revenues of the fl:ate as 
freely if they had been his own private pro
perty, is converted by Voltaire into a proof 
of the greatnefs of his foul, becaufe his de
predations were f pent in aets of munificence 
and liberality; _as if the beft poffible ap
plication of n1oney could atone for injufl:ice 
or oppreffion in the acquifition of it ! 

In how different a mould was the foul 
of Gufl:avus Adolphus cafl: ! and how much 
more corrett were the views of that great 
king as to the true grounds of liberality : 

the affertion of the declaim,r for the fentimcnt of 
the public. Accordingly, the fycophantry of the 
journalifr has been reprefented as the voice of the 
peopleQ _ 

as 
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as brave a warrior as Charles XII. with
out his brutal ferocity ; as liberal as Louis, 
without his prodigality; as zealous a pa
tron of letters as Henry VIII. without his 
vanity !-He was, indeed, fo warm a friend 
to learning, that he erected fchools, and 
founded univerfities, in the very uproar of 
war. Thefe he endowed, not by employ
ing his minifl:er to levy taxes on the dif
treifed people; not by exhaufling the re
fources of the frate, meritorious as was the 
objetl: to be efrabliilied ; but by converting 
t.o thefe noble infiitutions, almofl: all his 
ow n patrimonial lands of the houfe of 
Vafa! 

Againfr the principles bf Voltaire, it is 
now fcarcely neceifary to caution the young 
reader. His difgrace has become almoft 
as fignal as his offences ; his crimes feem 
to have procur~d for his works their jufl: 
repro.bation. To enter on a particular cen
furc of them, might be only to invite our 
readers to their perufal ; and, indeed, a 
criticif m on his philofophical and innt.1:me,-

H 2 rable 
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~ra:ble mifcellaneous writings., pefiilential a~ 

their ·general priaciple is, would be foreign 

from ~he prefent purpof-e, a·s there is little 

:danger that the royal pupil fhould ever be 
brought within the fphere of their contami
nation. I fhall therefore confirre myfelf 

:10 a very few obfervations on his cha

racter of the king, in the work under 

confideration ; a work which is .{till moft 

likely to be read, and which, notwith-

. fianding its faults, perhaps befl deferves a 

·perufal.-His age of Louis th~ Fou~rteenth. 
In f umming up the king's character, he 

-caUs his unbounded profligacy in the va

riety of his miflreifes, and the ruinous pro

digality with which they were fupported, 
. ·by the co.ol term of weaknefs. Voltaire 

a•gain does not blufu to -compliment a man, 

whofe life was one long ti!fue of criminal 

~attachments, with having " uniformly ob

ferved the firicrefl rules of decency and 

·cecorum ·towar<ls his wife." llis rancour 

-againft the Janfenifts ; his unjufl ambition 

· ·and :~ubitrary-~emper; his wars, which Vol
ta.ire 
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taire himfelf allows •' to have been under

taken without reafon;" his cruel ravaging of 

the Palatinate with fire and fword, and its 

wretched inhabitants· driven for fhelter to 

woods and dens, and caves of the earth; 

his bl00dy perfecution of the Proteftants, he 

calls by the gentle name of littlenejfes; not 

f0rgetting, in the true modern fpirit of 

moral calculation, to place in one fcale his 

~dmired quaiities 0f whatfoever clafs, his 

beauty, valour, tafi:e, generofity, and mag..
nificence ; and to throw into the other, his' 

crimes and vices, which being aff umed to 

be only Iittlene,Jfas and weaknejfes, it is no 

wonder if he glories in the preponderance 

of his virtues in the bahp.:1.ce. 

By thus reducing a mafs of mifchief into 

almoft impalpable frailties, and oppofing to· 

them, with enthufiaftic rapture, qualities of 

no real folidity, he h<?lds out a picl:ure of 
royalty too alluring to the unformed judg

ment of young and ardent readers, to. 
whom it ought to be explained, that this.. 

ti_nfel is not gold, that /es hienfaart&es ant 

H 3 not 
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not virtues, and that graces of manner are 
a poor f ubfiitute for integrity of heart and 
reB:itude of conduB:. 

By the avowal of the fame author, it 
was in the very lap of pleafure, when all 
was one unbroken fcene of joy, when life 
was one perpetual courfe of feflive delight, 
n1afked balls, pageants, and f peB:acles, that 
the Palatinate was twice laid in allies, the 
extermination of the Protefiants decreed, 
and the defiruB:ion of Holland planned. 
The latter, not by the f udden ardour of a 
viB:orious foldiery, but by a cool deliberate 
mandate, in a letter under the king's own 
hand. 

Voltaire has expreifed his afloni{hment 
that thefe decrees, which he himfelf allows 
to have been " cruel and mercilefs," {hould 
proceed from the bof 01n of a court dif
tinguifhed for foftnefs of manners, and funk 
in voluptuous -indulgences. We might 
rather wonder at any fuch expreffion of 
aftonifhment in fo ingenious a writer, were 
we not well .aif ured, that no acutenefs of . 

gemus 
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genius can give that deep infight into the 

human heart, which our religion alone 

teaches, in teaching us the corruption of 

our nature; much lefscan it infpire the infidel 

with that quicknefs of moral tafl:e, which 

enables the true dif ciples of Chrifl:ianity to 

appretiate, as if . by a natural infl:incl:, hu

man characters. 

It is indeed obvious to all who have found 

views of religion, and a true knowledge of 
mankind, that this cruelty, f o far from 

being inconfifl:ent with, acl:ually fprung from 

that very fpirit of voluptuoufnefs, which, by 

concentrating all feeling into Jeff, totally 

hardens the heart to the happinefs of others. 

Who does not know that a foul diffolved 

in fenfual pleafure, is naturally dead to all 

compaffion, and all kindnefs, which has not 

fame, or interefl:, or f elf-gratification, for 

its object? Who are they of whom the 

prophet declares, that " they are not moved 

by the affliction of their brethren ? "-It 
is they " who lie in beds of ivory, that 

chaunt to the found of the viol, that drink 

wine in bowls, and anoint themfelves with 

H4 oint-
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'Ointments." Selfiilinefs was the leading 
charge brought by the ~pofile againft the 
tnemies of religion. It fiands foremofi in 
that cataiogue of fins affigned by him as the 
mark of the apofiate times, that men jhould 
be /o'l!_ers of their ownfelves. 

But even withoat this divine teaching, 
Voltaire might have been informed by 
general hiftory, of which he was not only 
an ·univerfal reader, but an univerfal writer; 
of the natural connexion between defpotifm 
· llld licentioufnefs. The annals of all nation'S 
bear their concurrent tefl:imony to this glar
ing truth. It would be endlefs to enume
rate exemp1ifications of it fron1 the melan- · 
choly catalogue of Roman Emperors. Nero, 
who •claims among the monarcfo~ of the 
earth the ex ecrable precedency in cruelty, 
was fcarcely lefs ·pre.eminent in voluptuouf- · 

=-nefs. Tiberius was as detefiable for pro
fligacy at Caprea, as infamous fo r tyranny 
at Rome. In the hifiory of the Moham
medan k ings , barbarity and felf.indulgence 
~erteraUy bear a ptefty exac'c proportion to 

each 
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each other. Senfuality and tyranny equally 

marked the charaB:er of our eighth Henry. 

Shall we then wonder, if, under Louis,feafl:s 

at Verfailles, which eclipfed all former 

fplendour, and decorations at Trianon and 

Marl-i, which exhaufi:ed art, and beggared 

invention, were the accompaniments to the 

flight, def pair, and execution of the Hugo

nots ? So exaB:ly did luxury keep pace with 

intolerance,and voluptuoufnefs with cruelty. 

Even many of the generally admired 

qualities of Louis, which a!fumed the air of 

more folid virtues-, were not fierling. His 

refolution and f pirit of perfevera.nce were 

nothing better than that obfl:inacy and felf

fufficiency, which are the common atn·i

butes of ordirn).TY charaaers. Yet, this 

pride and .fl:ubbornnefs were extolled in the . 

me:rfore they were per.fifred in, and in pro

portion to the evils of which they ,~ere the 

.,..ca\;l.fe : .ancl. his parafites never failed to 
elevate thefe defects· to the dignity of forti

tuae, and t~.e pT.aife 0'f fo·mnefs. 

\ 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

Farther Obfervations on Louis XIV. - An 
Examination of the Claims rf thofe Princes 
who ha·ve obtained the Appellation of T.HE 

GREAT. 

IN conudering the characl:er of Louis XIV· 
in the foregoing cpapter, we are led, by 
the impofing appellation of THE GREAT, 

which has been conferred on .this monarch, 
to inquire how far a pailion for fhews and 
pageants ; a taf1:e for magnificence and the 
polite arts ; a fondnefs for war, the theatre 
of which he contrived to make a fcene of 
the m-ofl luxurious accommodation ; toge
ther with a profufe and undifiinguifhing 
liberality, entitled Louis to that appellation, 
which fhould feem to imply the poifeilion 
qf all thofe heroic qualities, of which he 
flppears to have been utterly defiitute. 

\Ve 
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We are aware, that the really heroic 
--,irtues are growing into general difefi:eem. 

'The age of chivalry is gone.' faid a great 
genius of our own time; one who laboured, 
though with lefs effeB:, to raife the fpirit of 

c true cbivalry,as much as Cervantes had done 
to lay the falfe. " The unbought grace of 
life, the cheap defence of nations, the nurfe 
of manly fentiment and heroic enterprize 
is gone* !" 

Selfifhnefs is fcarcely n1ore oppofite to 
true religion, than to true gallantry. Men 
are· not fond of efi:abliihing a fi:andard fo 

~ We cannot pafs over the brilliant paffage of 
Mr. Burke, of which this is a part, without hazard
fog a cenfure on the fentiment which clofes it. He 
winds. up the paragraph by aiferting, that, under the 
old fyftem, " \'ice itfelf loll half its evil by lofing all 
its groifn efs." Surely one of the great dan gers of 
vice is its attraflivenifs. Now, is not groifnefs ra ther 
repulfive than attractive? So though t the Spartans, 
when they expofed th eir drun ke n f1aves to the eye~ 
o f their children. H ad Mr. Burke faid, that thofe 
who add groffnefs to vice ~make it more od~ous, it 
~ould ha ve been j ull. Not fo, when he d~clares, 
that its abfencc mitigates the evil. 

mu.ch 
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much above ordinary pracl:ice. Selfifunefs 
is become fo predominant a principle, ef
pec:any among the ·rich and luxurious, that 
it gives the mind an uneaf y Jenfation to 
look up to models of exalted and difin'! 
tes·efred virtue. Habits of indulgence cloud 
the fpiritual faculties, and darken thofe 
org,ms of mental vifion which fhould cen'! 
template truth with unobftrucl:ed difl:inll~ 
nefs. Thus, in charaB:ers which do not 
poffefs one truly heroic virtue, fuperficial 
qu2.lities are blindly adopted as fub.fl:itutes 
for real gr;;indeur of mind. 

But:, in purfuing our inquiry into the 
claims of thofe PTinces who have · acquired 
the title of THE CREA T, many difficulties 
occur. It requires, not only clearnefs of 
Jight, but nicenefs of pofirion to enable us 
to determine.-Perhaps the fifty years whidi 
the church of Rome wifely ordained fhould 
elapfe, before fue allows inquiries to be 
made into the characters of her intended 
faints, previous to their canonization, pafs 
away to an oppofite purpofe in. the cafe of 

ambitious 
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-ambitious princes ; and the fame period 

which is required to make a faint would 

probably unmake a hero, and thus annul 

the pofthumous poffeffion of tha{ dt1im, 

which tnany living Kings have put in for 

the title of the great. 

From all that we are able to colleB: f 

the annals of fo -obfcure a period, it m ufl 

be allowed, that the emperor Charlen1agn.c 

appears to have had higher daims to this 

appellation~ than tnany on whon1 we have 

been accuflomed to befi:ow it. But, whi1e 

this illu{hious conqueror gallantly defeated. 

the renowned pagan Prince and his Saxons ; 

while he ov·el'threi:v their temples, deH:roye
their priefrs, and abolifhed their worfhip; 

-while he made Kings in one country, 

and laws in another ;-while he feems to 

have governed with jufi:ice, as well his 

hereditary realms as tho[e which he ob. 

tained by the f word ;-while, in a fubfe

q uent engagemtnt with the fame pagan 

Prince, he not only obtained frefh con

q ue!1:s, but achieved the nobler villory of 

bririgin 
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bringing his captive to embrace Chri!l:ianity, 
:rnd to become its zealous defender ; while 
he vigorouily exec.uted, in time of peace, 
thofe laws which he enacted even in the 
tumult of war ;-and while he was the 
great re!l:orer and patron of letters, though 
he could not write his name ;-and while, 
as Alfred is the boa.fr of the Engli!h for 
having been the founder of their con!l:itu
tion by fome of his laws, f o the French 
afcribe to Charlemagne the glory of having 
fir!l: fuggefled, by thofe learned conferences 
which he comn1anded to be held in his 
pref ence, the fir.fr idea of their academies 
of fciences and letters ;-w bile he fee med 
to p~ffefs the true notion of royal magni~ 
ficence, by employing it chiefly as a poli
tical in!l:rument * ; and though, for his 
various merits, the ancient Romans would 
have deified him, and the French hifi:orians 
feen1 to have done little lefs ;-yet, this 

:it See the extraordinary account of Charlemagne's f pleudid reception of the ambaffadors from the Em~ 
peror of the Eail:. 

defl:royer 
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deflroyer of paganifm, this refl:orer of 
learning, this founder of cities, laws, fcho ols, 

colleges, and churches, by the unprovoked 

murder of near five thoufand Saxons, for 
no crime but their allegiance to their owrr 

legitimate Prince, muft ever fiand excluded, 
by the Chrifiian cenfor, from a complete 
and unqualified right to the appellation of 

the great; a title to which the pretenfions 
of our · Alfred feem to have been, of all 
Princes, the leaft que!l:.ionable. 

In not a few refpecrs the emperor 

Charles V. poffeffes a confiderable claim, 

while yet there is an invincible flaw in his 

title.-So eminent in the field as to have 

equalled the moft ikilful, and to have van

quifued the moft fuccefsful, generals of his 
I 

age-So able in the cabinet, that he form ed 
his plans with a,s mtJCh wifdom, delibera

tion, and forefight, as he afterwards exe- -

cuted them with promptitude and vigour ; 

and con!l:antly manife!l:ing . a prudence 
which fecured his fuperiority over his plea

fure.loving contempora.rie.s, the unguarded 
:Francis, 
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Francis, and the jovial Henry. ::Sut his: 
principal claim to grnatnefs arifes from that 
fpecies of wifdom, which his admirable hif-

·torian allows him to have poifeifed in the 
highefi degree; that fcience which, of all 
others, is the 1nofl: importcJ,nt in a monarch, 
" the exact knowledge of n1ankind, and 
the great art of adapting their talents to 
the departments to which he allotted them .. 
So that he employed," continues Robert
fon, " no general in the field, no miniftcr 
in the cabinet, no ambaifador to a foreign 
court, no g.overnor of a province, whoie 
abilities were inadequate to the trufl: re
pofed in him." Yet, the grandet1r .of 
Charles, confifled entirely in the capacity 
of his mind, ,vithout any confonant quali
ties of the heart. And, it was the misfor .. 
tune of this renowned politician and warrior 
to fail of the character of true greatnefs, 
alike when he purf ued, and when he re
nounced, human glory ; to err, both when 
he fought happinefs in the turmoil of war 
and politics, and w.hen he at lafl looked 

f-0r 
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for it, in the quiet ilielter of religious 
retreat. In the latter, his object was indeed 
far more pure; but his purfuit was almofi: 
equally mifi:aken. In the bufiling fcenes 
of life, he was fullen, cruel, infidious, ma. 
lignant ; the terror of mankind by his 
ambition, the fcourge of protefi:antifm by 
his intolerance. In his folitude, he was 
the tormentor of · himfelf, by unhappily 
mifi:aking fuperfiitious obfervances for rec 
pentance, and uncommanded aufierities fot 
.religion. 

Who can figure to himfelf a more truly 
pitiable fiate, than that of a capacious 
111ind.., which, after a long poffeilion of the 
plenitude of power, and an unbounded 
field for the indulgence of ambition, begins 
to difcover the vanity of its loftiefl: aims; 
~nd atl:ually refolves to renounce its pur .. 
fuits, but witb,out fubfl:ituting in its fiead 
any nobler objetl:, without replacing _the 
difcarded attachment with any better pur
f uit, or any higher hope? To abandon 
what may aln1oft be called the empire of 

voL. n. l this 
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this world, without a well~grounded expec
tation of happinefs in the world to come ! 
To renounce the full-blown honours of 
earthly glory, without any reafonable hope 
of that glory which fpdeth not away; this 
perhaps is, of all hurrian conditions, that 
which excites the deepeft commiferation in 
the boforn of a Chrifl:ian ! 

There are few things which n1ore 
ftrikingly evince the value of true religion, 
than the defpondency and mifery experi
enced by great, but perverted minds, when, 
after a long and fuccefsful courfe of ambi
tion, they are thus brought to a deep feel
ing of its emptinefs. Alexander weeping . 
for more worlds! Dioclefian weary of that 
imperial power, which had been exercifed 
in acl:s of tyranny and perfecution; abdi
cating his throne, and retiring to labour 
in a little garden at Salona, forgetting that 
folitude requires innocence to make it 
pleafant, and piety to make it profitable ! 
And though the retreat was voluntary, 
and though he deceived himfelf in the firfl: 

moment 
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moments of novelty, by declaring that he 
found more pleafure in cultivating cabbages, 
than in governing Rome ; yet, he foon 
gave the lie to this boafl:, by terminating 
his life in a way more congenial to the 
manner in which it had been fpent, by 
poifon, or madnefs, or, as fome aifert, by 
both.-The emperor Charles, after having 
for a long feries of years alarmed and 
agitated Europe by his refl:lefs ambition, 
yet, jufl: when its objects were accomplifhed, 
flying to a gloomy retreat, devoting him
felf to fevere aufl:erities, and ufelefs felf
difcipline, and mournfully acting the weak, 
but folemn farGe of his own living 
funeral ! -

How does the refleB:1ng mind regret, 
that thefe great, but mifguided Prin~es, 
Charles efpedally, in whpfe heart deep re
n1orfe feems to have been awakened, fhould 
fail finally of that only confolation which 
could have poured balm into their aching 
bofoms, and adminift:ered relief to their 
lacerated confciences ! Had Charles, inflead 

l 2 of 

I 
( 
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of dofing his days with ignorant and 

bigotted monks, been furrounded by en

lightened Chrifl:ians, they would have pre

vented his attempting to heal his wounded 

fpirit by fruitlefs an<l unexpiating [elf-inflic

tions. Inftead of " laying this flattering 

unB:ion to his foul," he might have been 

led to found and rational repentance. His 

wearyandheavy-laden fpirit might have been 

conduB:ed thither, where alone true refl: is to 

be found. He might have been directed to 

the only fure fource of pardon for fin, and 

have clofed his guilty and perturbed life with 

a hope full of immortality. Peace might 

have · been reftored to his mind; not by 

Ieffening his fenfe of his own offonces, but~ 

on the only true ground, by exalting the 

mercies of God, as difplayed in the Chrif-
> 

tian difpenfat.ion. 

It muft be confeffed, however, that there 

feems to be fomething fublime in the mo

-tive of his abdication, as far as related to 

himfelf. Yet, might he not far better have 

made his peace with Heaven, by remaining 

on 
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.on a throne, where he would have retained 

the power of making fame compenfation 

to the world, for the wrongs which he had 
<lone it ; and of holding out his protection 
to the reformed faith, of which he had 

been f o unrelenting an enemy, and to 

which his dying fentiments are fufpecl:ed 
to have been favourable? 

From a view of f uch {hiking examples, 
one important leifon is held out to Princes, 
in the bloom of life, who have yet their 
path to chufe in the world that lies before 

them. It is this.-Though it is good to 
repent of ambition and ii:ijufl:ice, it is fiill 
better never to have been guilty of either. 

If we were to efrimate the true greatnefs 

of a Prince, no~ fo much by the virtues 
attached to his own perfonal character, as 
by the effects which the energy of that 
characl:er produced on the mofi: enorn1ous 

empire in the world, there is, perhaps, no 
monarch ancient or modern, who could 
produce a fairer claim to the title of great, 

than Peter the Firfl:, emperor of Ruffia. 
1 3 , It 
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It was faid of Augufl:us, that he had found 
Rome built of brick, and had left . it of 
n1arble. It may he faid, with more truth 
of Peter; that he found Mufcovy a land of 
favages, an_d left it a land of men ; of beings 
at leafr rapidly advancing, in confequence 
of his exertions, to that characrer. 

This Monarch early gave many of thofe 
fure indications of a great capacity, which 
confifl: in catching from the moil: trivial 
circumfl:ances hints for the mofl: important 
enterprifes. The cafual fight of a Dutch 
veffel from a f ummer-houfe on one of his 
lakes, fuggefied at once to his creative mind 
the firfi: idea of the navy of Ruilia.-The 
accidental difcourfe of a foreigner of no 
great note; in which he intimated, that 
there were countries in a fiate of know
ledge, light, and comfort, totally diilimilar 
to the barbarifm and mifery of Ruffia, 
kindled in the Czar an infl:antaneous wifh 
to fee and judge of this difference for him
.{elf; not merely as a matter of curiofity, 
but with a refolution to bring hoµie what-

ever 
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ever advantages he might find abroad. 

With the fame infiinB:ive greatnefs, his 

natural dread of the fea, which was extreme, 

was made at once to give way, when 

voyages of improvement were to be made 

abroad, or a n1arine efl:ablifhed at home. 

I-Iaving refolved to procure for his 
country this· neceffary infl:rumen_t of frrength 

and defence, a navy ; fired by true genius 

and ge:r;iuine patriotifm, he quitted for 

a time his throne and country, not like 

Sefofiris, Alexander, or C?;far, to def poil 

other nations, but to acquire the befl means 

of improving his own.-Not like Nero; to 

fiddle to the Athenians; not like Dioclefian 

to raife colewort"s in Dalmatia ; not like 

Charles V. to bury himfelf in a monafiic 

cell in Spain, torturing his body for the 

fins of his foul ; not like Chriftina, to dif-

, cufs at Rome, and intrigue at Verfailles; 

but having formed the grand defign of 
giving laws, civilization, and commerce to 

his vafi, unwieldy territory; and being aware . 

that the brutal ignorance of his barbaro~s 

1 4 fubjecls 
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f ubjecls wanted to be both ftimulated and 
infirucled ; he quitted his throne for a time, 
only that he n1ight ·return more worthy to 
fill it. I-!e travelled, not to feaft his eyes 
with pictures, or his ears with mufic, nor 
to diifolve his mind in pleafures, but to 
ftudy laws, politics, and arts. Not only to 
fcrutinize men and n1anners with the eye 
of a politician, which would have fufficed 
for the monarch of a polifhed fiate; but, 
remembering that he reigned over a peo
ple rude, even in the arts of ordinary life, 
he magnanimoufly ftooped, not only to 
fl:udy, but to praclife them himfelf. He 
not only examined docks and arfenals 
with the eye of an engineer, but laboured 
in them with the hand of a n1echanic. He 
was a carpenter in Holland, a :fhipwright 
in Britain, a pilot in both. His pleafures 
had a reli{h of his labours. The king of 
England, apprized of his tafl:e, entertained 
him, not with a mafquerade, but a naval 
combat. Previous to this, he had entered 
upon his military career in Ruffia, where 

he 
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he fet out by taking the lowefr fituation in 
his own regiment, and would, accept of no 
rank, but as he obtained it by deferving it. 
Accordingly, he filled fuccefiively every 
fiation in the army from the drummer to 

the general; intending hereby to give his 
proud and ignorant nobility a living leifon, 
that defert was the only true road to mili
tary difi:inctions. 

We mufr not determine on the greatnefs 
of a fovereign's character entirely by the 
degree of civilization, morals, and know

ledge, which his people may be found to 

have reached after his death : but, in 
order to do full jufl:ice to his character, we 
mufl exactly appreciate the fl:ate in which 
he found, as well as that in which he 
left them. For, though they may be fl:ill 
far behind the fubjects of neighbouring 
:flates, yet that meafure of progrefs which 
they will have made, under fuch a monarch 

as Peter, will reflect greater honour on the 

king, than will be due to the fovereign of 
a much more improved people, who finds 

them 
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them already fettled in habits of decency 
and order, and in an advanced fl:ate of 
arts, manners, and° knowledge. 

The genius of Peter was not a vifionary 
genius, indulging romantic ideas of chime
rical perfection, but it was a great practical 
underfl:anding, realizing by its energy what
ever his genius had conceived. Patient 
under difficulties, cheerful even under tbe 
lofs of battles, from the conviction that the 
rough implements, with which he mufl: 
hereafter work his way to viaory, coulu · 
only learn to conquer by being firil defeated, 
he confidered every aclion in which he 
'-Vas worH:ed, as a fchool for his barbarians. 
It was this perfeverence under failures, 
which paved the way for the decifive vic-
1 ory at Pultc,•;a, the confummation of his 
E ilitary character~ l]is conduct to the 
Swe<lifh officers, his prifoners, was f uch as 
would have done honour to a general of 
the mofi: polifhed fl:ate. 

He n1anifefied another indifputable proof 
of greatnefs in his confiant preference of 

utilitY ., 
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utility to fplendour, and in his indifference 
to {hew and decoration. The qualities 
which this Prince threw away, as beneath 
the attention of a great mind, were pre-

, cifely fuch as a tinfel hero would pick up, 
on which to build the reputation of great
nefs. 

With this truly vigorous and original 
mind, with an almofr unparallelled aB:ivity 
and zeal, confrantly devoted to all the true 
ends which a patriot king will ever keep in 
view-ic is yet but too obvious, why the 
emperor Peter failed of completely deferv
ing the title of the great. . This monarch 
prefents a frefh exemplification of the 
docrrine whjch we . ha~e fo frequently 
brought forward, the ufe which Providence 
n1akes of erring · men. to accomplifh great 
purpofes. He affords a n1elancholy in
flance how far a Prince i;, may reform a 
people, without reforming himfelf." A 
remark, indeed, which Peter had the honefly 
and good fenfe to make, but without hav
jl)g the m;ignanimity to profit by his own 

' .obf ervation. 
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obfervation. Happy for fociety, that fuch 
inftruments are raifed up! Happy were it 
for themfelves, if a ftill higher principle 
directed their exertions ; and if, in fo eifen
tially ferving mankind, they afforded a 
reafonable ground of hope that t~ey had 
favt:d themfelves ! 

This ·monarch, who, like Alexander, 
perpetuated his name by a fuperb city 
which he ~uilt; who refined barbarifm 
into policy, who fo far tamed the rugged 
genius of an almofr' polar clime, as not only 
to plant arts and manufactures, but col
leges, academies, libraries, and obfervato
ries, in that frozen foil, which had hitherto 
fcarcely given any figns of intellectual life ! · 
who improved, not only the condition of 
the people, but the fiate of the church, and 
confiderably raifed its religion, which was 
before fcarcely Chrifiianity ; this founder, 
this reformer, was himfelf intemperate, and 
violent, fenfual, and cruel, a flave to 
paffions - and appetites as grofs as could 
have been indulged by the rudefi: of 

the 
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the Mufcovites before he had civilized 

them! 

If the true grandeur of a Prince confifis, 

_ not in adding to his territory by conquefl:; 

not in enriching it by plunder; not in 

adorning it by treafures wrung from the 

hard hand of indufl:ry; but in converting 

· a negleB:ed wafi:e into a cultivated country; 

in peopling and rendering fruitful a land 

defolated by long calamities ; in pref erving 

peace in his fmall ftate, when all the great 

frates of Europe were ravaged by war ; in 

re!loring plenty to a fami{hed people, and 

raifing a depreifed nobility to affiuence; ia 

paying the debts of a ruined gentry, and giv

ing portions to their daughters; in promoting 

virtue, literature, . and fcience; in making it 

the whole object of ~is reign to render his 

f ubjeB:s richer, happier, a~d better than he 

found therri ; in declaring that ' he would 

not reign a moment longer than he thought he 

could be doing good to his people ,-then was 

Leopold, fovereign of the fmall dukedom 
of 
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of Lorraip, more juflly entitled to the 
appellation of the great, than the Alexan
ders, the Crefars, and the Louis's, who 
filled the page of hifl:ory with praifes and 
the world with tears *. 

If Gufiavus Adolphus puts in his un
difputed claim to the title of the great, it 
is not merely becaufe of his glorious vi_c
tories at the battles of Leipfic and of 
L iitzen ; but becaufe that amidil: the din 
of arms, and the tumult of thofe battles, 
he was never diverted fr01n fnatching fome 
portion of every day for prayer, and read
ing the Scriptures. It is becaufe, with all / 
his high f pirit, he was fo far fron1 thinking 
it derogated from the dignity of a gentle" 
man, or the honour of an officer, to refufe 
a challenge, that he punifhed with death 
whoever prefun1ed to decide a quarrel with 
the fword ; to prevent the neceiliry of 
which he made a law, that all difputes 

~ See Siecle de Louis XIV. for a fulkr accmmt 
of Leopold. 

iliould 
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fhould be fettled by a court of honour *. 
He deferved the appellation of great, when 

he wifhed to carry commerce to the Weft 

Indies, that he might carry thither alfo by 

thofe means the pure doctrines of t~e re

formation. He deferved it, when h~ in

vited by an edict all the perfecuted pro

tefl:ants from every part of Europe, to an 

afylum in Sweden, offering them not only 

an immunity from taxes, but full permiffion 

to return home when the troubles of their 

refpecl:ive countries !hould be healed .. 

When fuch was the union of piety and 

heroifm in the gallant monarch himfelf, it 

was the lefs wonderful to find the fame 

rare combination in the aifociates of his 

* The King of France, at this fame military period, 

ftverely prohibited duelling, the prattice of which 

he was fo far from confidering as a11 inclication of 

courage, that he took a fo1emn oath to bellow re

wards on fuch military men as had THE co u RA cc: 

TO REFUSE A CHALLENGE. It was an indication, 

that this Prince u nderftood wherein true mag na11i 

mity confifted. See alfo Sir Fr,1.ncis Bacon's chargf, 

when attorney general, againft duels. 

triumphs. 
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triumphs. Hence, the pious meditations of 
the celebrated leader of the Scotch brigade * 
in the fervice of Gufiavus ! Compofitions 
which · would fcarcely be a difcredit to a 
father of the church, and which exalt his 
character as highly in a religious and moral 
view, as it was raifed, by his bravery and 
fkill in war, in the annals of n1ilitary 
glory. 

If Alexander deferved the title in quef
tion, it was when he declared in a letter to 
his immortal mafi:er, that he thought it a truer 
glory to excel in knowledge than in power. 
His generous treatment of the family of 
the conquered Darius was, perhaps, eclipfed 
by the equally magnanimous, and more 
difinterefied moderation of our own heroic 
Edward the Black Prince to the captive 
king of France. This gallant Prince feem. 
to have merited; without obtaining, the 
app~llation of the great. 

But, if fplendid parade and coflly mag
nificence be really confidered as unequivo .. 

* Monro. 
cal 

r , 
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cal proofs of exalted greatnefs, then muft 
the Trajans, the Gufi:avus's, the Alfreds, 
the Peters, the Williams, and the Eliza
beths, f ubmit their claims to this appella
tion to thofe of Louis X.IV. Louis him
felf mufi:, without contefl:, yield the palm 

-of greatnefs_ to Pope Alexander the Sixth, 
and Ccefar Borgia ; and they, in their turn, 
n1ufi. hide their diminifhed heads, in reve
i:ence to the living exhibitor of the. late 
f urpaffing pomp and unparalleled pageantry 
in a neighbouring nation, difplayed in t~e 
moll: gorgeous and cofily farce that was 
ever acl:ed before the afionifhed a,nd indig .. 
nant world! 

If, to ufe the very words of the hjll:or~n 
and panegyrifi. of . Louis, -" to def poi 1, <;lif
turb, · and humble aln1oft all the ftates o f 
Europe," -'if this ,appt::ared in the eyes of 
that panegyrill: a proof of greatnefs ; in the 
eye of reafon and hu_manity, f uch a cqurfe 
of conduct will rather appear infolence, 
i~jufi:ice, and oppreffion. Yet, as fuch ir
religtous authors commonly connecl: the 

V OL. II. K · idea 
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idea of glory with that of fuccefs, they 
themfelves ought not to vindicate it even on 
their o,vn principle of expediency/ fince thi~ 
pafiion for falfe glory, carried to the lafl: 
excefs, became, at length, the means 
of ftirring up the other European pQwers; 
the refult of whofe confederacy terminated 
in the difgrace of Louis. 
· If ever this vain-glorious Prince appeared 
truly great, it was in his dying fpeech to 
his infant fucceifor, wJ-ien, taking him in 
his arms, he n1agnanimoufly intreated him 
not to follow his example, in his love of 
war, and his tafl:e for expence ; exhorting 
him to follow moderate counfels, to fear 
God, reduce the taxes, f pare his fubjecls , 
and to do whatever he himfelf had not 
done to relieve them. 

In like manner, our illuflrious Henry V. 
in the midfl: of his French conquefls, con
quefl:s fo~nded on injufiice ( unpopular as · 
is the aifertion to an Englifu ear), never fo 
truly deferved to be called the great, as in 
that beautiful infrance of his reverence for 

the 
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the laws, when he fubn1itted, as Prince of 
·, 

· \Vales, to the niagifhate, who put hi1n 
under confinement for fame irregularities ; 
as when, afterwards, as fovereign, he no t 

• only pardoned, btif commended and pro
moted him. 

If ever· Henry IV. of France peculiarly 
deferved the appellation of great, it was 
after the viclory at Coutras, for that noble 
magnanimity in the very moment of con~ 
quefi:, which compelled a pious divine, then 
prefent, to exclaim-'' Happy and highly 
favoured of heaven is that Prince, who 
fees at his feet his enemies hum bled by 
the hand of God ; his table furrounded by 
his prifoners, his room hung with the 
enfigns of the vanqui!hed, without the 
:flightefl: emotion of vanity or infolence ! 
who can maintain; in the mid.fl: of fuch 
g lorious f uccdfes, the fame moderation 
with which he has borne the feverefi: ad.;, 
verfity !"-He de.ferved it, when, as he was 
befieg ing Paris, which was periihing with 

K 2 famine, 
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famine, he commandfd the befiegers to 
admit fupplies tq the befieged.-He de
ferved it, at the battle of I vri, not when 
he gallantly ordered his foldiers to follow 
his white plume, which would be the fig
nal of victory, nor afterwards, when that 
victory was complete; but it was, when 
jufi: before the engagement, he made a 
folemn Tenunciation of his own might 
and his own wifdom,_ and fubmitted the 
event to God in this incomparable prayer: 

" 0 Lord God of Hofi:s, who haft in 
·thy hand all events; if thou knowefi: that 
my reign will promote thy glory, and the 
fafety of thy people; if thou knowefi: that_{ 
I have no other ambition, but tQ advance ' 
the honour of thy name, and the good of 
this :fl:ate, favour, 0 great God, the j uftice 
of my arms. But if thy good Providence 
has decreed otherwif e ; if thou fee ft that I 
-fhould prove one of thofe kings whom 
• thou giveft in thine anger; take from me, 
0 merciful God, my life and my crown. 

Make 
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Make me this day a facrifice to thy will; 

let my death end the calamities of my 

country, and let my,. blood be the lafl: that 

·thall be fpilt in this quarrel."-

0 fi fie omnia ! 

CHAP .. 

I 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Books. 

" C ONVE RSA TION ," fays the fagaciou s 
Verulam, " makes a ready man." It is, 
indeed, one of the praB:ical ends of fiudy, 
It draws, the powers of the underfi:anding 
into exercif e, and brings into circulation 
the treafures which the memory has been 
amaffing. Converfation will be always an 
infirument particularly important for the 
cultivation of thofe talents which may one 
day be brmJght into public exercife, And 
as it would not be eafy to !lart profitabl~ 
topics of difcourfe between the pupil ;:ind 
thofe around her, without inventing fame 
little previous introduB:ion, it might not be 
ufelefs to fuggefi a fimple preparation for 
the occafional difcu:ffion of topics, fome
what above the ordinary cafl: of familiar 
intercom fe · 

To 



BOOKS. 135 

To burthen the memory with a load of 

dry matter would, on the one hand, be 

dull; and with a mafs of poetry, which fhe 

can have little occafion to ufe, would, on 

the other, be fuperfluous. But, as the un

derflanding opens, and years advance, 

might {he not occafionally commit to me

n1ory, fron1 the befl authors in every de

partment, one felecl: paifage, one weighty 

fentence, one {hiking precept, which, in 

the · hours devoted to fociety and relaxation, 

n1ight form a kind of thefis for interefling 

converfation. For infrance, a fhort fpeci

n1en of eloquence from South, or of rea

foning from Barrow ; a detached reflec

tion on the analogy of religion to the con ... 

fl:itution of natur~ from Butler; a politicai 

charatl:er from Clarendon ; a maxim of 

prudence fro1n the proverbs ; a precept of 

government from Bacon ; a moral docu

ment from the . Rambler ; a paffage of 

ancient hifiory from Plutarch; a fketch of 

national manners from Goldfmith's Travel~ 

l~r, or of individual charact~r_ from the 

K 4 Vanity 
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Vanity of Human Willies; an aphorifm on 
the corttempt of riches from Seneca, or a 
paragraph on the · wealth of nations from 
Adam Smith; a rule of conduct: from Sir 
Matthew Hale, or a fentiment of benevo
lence from Mr. Addifon; a devout con
templation from bifhop Hall, or a principle 
of tafre fr6n1° ~intilian ; an opinion on 
fhe law of nations from Vattel, or on the 
law of England from Blackfrone. 

Might not any one of the topics, thus· 
fuggefted by the recitation of a fingle paf
fage, be made the ground of a ihort ra
tionat' converfation, without the formality of 
debate, or the folemnity of an academical 
dif putatiofl ? Perfons natu"rally get a cufrom· I . 

of reading with more fedulous attention, 
when they expect: to' be called upon to pro
atH;e the fubftance of what they have read ; 
and in or~er to prevent defultory and un
fettled I'iaoits, it wou1d be well, on thefe 
~cc~fi6ns, to tie tne· n1ind down to the one 
f elected f ~pic, ~ild not to allow it to wan
der f~om die poirit uiidef 'confideration. 

This 
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This .practice, fl:eadily obferved, would 

fi:rengthen the faculties of thinking and 

reafoning, and confequently highly im

prove the powers of converfation. 

Of books a confiderable number, befides 

thofe in the foregoing paifage, has already 

been fuggefied. But, though we have 

ventured to recommend many works which 

feemed peculiarly applicable to the prefent 

purpofe, we do not prefume to point out 

any thing like a f yfiematic courfe of reading. 

This will be arranged by far abler judges, 

efpecially in that moft important infiance, 

the choice of books of divinity. In a lan. 

guage fo abounding as the Englifh with the 

treafures of theologi~al compofition, the 

difficulty will copfifi, not in finding much 

that is excellent, but in felelting that 

which unites the mofi excellencies. 

Of elementary books which teach the 

firft rudiments of Chrifiianity, there is no 

doubt but the befi ufe has been already 

made. In aid of thefe, the deepefl: and 

1r10fl impreffive knovvledge will be com..i 

municated 

I 
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111unicated to the mind, by familiar collo- · 
quial explanation of every portion of Scrip
ture, daily, as it is read. Such an habitual, 
and, at the fame time,clear and fimple expo-
zrion, ,vould tend to do away the mofi: 

material of thofe difficulties, and obfcurities, · 
with which the facred writings arc charged, · 
£md which are commonly pleaded as a 
reafon for not putting them, in their genuine 
form, into the hands of youth. There is 
no book whatever which affords more 
111atter for interefl:ing and animated conver
fation ; and for variery, there is .no book 
which is 2t ~11 comparable to it. It were 
to be withed, that the facred volume were 
not too generally made to give way to 
hifiories and expofitions of the Bible. 
Thefe laft are excellent fubc:>rdinate aids; 
but it is to be feared that they are f ome
times almofr exclufively adopted, to the 
neglect: of the Bible itfelf. Thus the mere 
facts and incidents being retained, feparated 
from the doctrines, fentiments, and pre
c~pts~ wµich, like a golden thread, run . 

through 
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through every part of the hifi:ory, and are 

every where interwoven with its texture; 

and the narrative being alfo {hipped of frs 

venerable phrafeology and touching fiyle, 

the Bible is robbed of its principal charm ; 

and the devotional and hifi:orical ideas 

being thus feparated, the impreilion both 

on the memory and the feelings becomes 

n1uch weakened.-Our remarks on the 

Scripture itfelf we !hall referve for a future 

<;:hapter. 
It has been a rule obferved throughout -

this work, to forbear naming livip.g .authors, 

~xcept inc,identally in one or twQ infi:ances. 

This r9le, whjch was adopted from delicacy, 

i5 ~t prefen~ become inconvenient, as it 

prevents oi.;ir gi_vjng !1ighly merited com

mendation to vari_ou,s r.el_igious works, of 

almofi every qefcript~on; to critical as well 

as pra~ic,al elu~id,ations of Scripture ·;-. to 

Treatjfes on th,e int~rn<;1-l principles, : and on 

the duties of. r~~igion ; on · the effic;acy, as 

well' as the evide_nces, of Chrifi:i~nity; works . 

J?.Ot lefs admiraqle ip. pqint ~?f <;qn}pofition, 

than 
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than efiimable for their fubfiantial worth ;
and which will inevitably be adopted, as 
the royal education advances. . 

We would only prefume to offer one 
remark on the fiudy of divines, whether 
ancient or 111odern. A luminous fiyle, 
and a perfpicuous expreffion, will cafi a lufire on the brightefl truths, and render 
grave and ferious fubjecrs more engaging 
and impreffive. To the young, thefe attrac
tions are particularly neceifary. Yet, in 
the dif courf es to be perufed, one principle 
of felecrion fhould be obferved. The 
graces of language fhould never be con
fidered as an equivalent for a found prin
ciple. Differtations or fermons fhould not 
be preferred for having more fmoothnefs 
than energy, for being more alluring than awakening, nor becaufe they are calculated 
to make the reader fatisfied rather than fafe. . , 

The difiinguifuing characrers ofChrifiianity, 
both in docrrine and practice, fhould al. 
ways be confidered as the mofl indifpenfa
ble requifite. For the abfence of the great 

fr1nda-
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fundamental truths of our religion, no in

genuity of thought, n? elegance of fiyle, 
no popularity of the author can atone. A 
f plendid diction is a pleafing ornament, 

but it iliould never be ufed as an inflrument 

for lowering the fl:andard of religious truth. 

Happily we are not wanting in divines, 

living ·and dead, who unite all the required 

excellencies. 
Of moral writers we £hall fpeak hereafter. 

-Next to hifl:ory, biography mufl be con

fidered as ufeful. Thofe who have pro

perly felecl:ed, and judicioufly written the 

lives of eminent perfons, _have performed 

the office of infl:rucl:ion, without affun1ing 

the dignity of infl:rucl:ors. "\Vell-chofen 

and well-written lives would form a valu

able fubfl:itute for -no frnall portion of thofr 

works of imagination, which fieal away the 

hearts and time of our youth. Novels, 

.were there no other objeB:ion to them, 

however ingenioufly they 1nay be written, 

as they exhibit only fictitious charaB:ers, 

acl:ing in ficcitious fcenes, on fictitious occa-
fions, 
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fions, and being fometimes the work of 
writers, who rather guefs what the world 
is, than defcribe it from their own know 0 

ledge, can never give f o vivid a picture of 
life and manners, as is to be found in the 
memoirs of men who were actual performers 
on the great fiage of the world. We may 
apply to many of thefe fabricators of ad 0 

ventures what Lord Bacon fays, when he 
regrets that philofophers, ignorant of real 
bufinefs, chofe to write about legiflation, 
infiead of fiatefmen, whofe proper office it 
was.-" They make," fays he, "imaginary 
laws for imaginary commonwealths." 

Of this engaging fpecies of literature, 
biography,- it is to be regretted, that we do
not poffefs mor~ lives of difiinguifhed men, 
written with a view to moral infiruB:ion, in 
the manner of thofe of bifhop Burnet, and 
Ifaac Walton. The lives of the biihop are 
ferioufly infiruclive, as well as highly in
terefting. Of Walton's, it is difficult to 
fay, whether they are more amufing or in
forming. 

Voyag_es. 
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: Voyages and travels alfo will forn1 a 
very neceifary clafs o~ books ; but forne of 
the more recent works of this kind are fo 
interlarded with infidelity, and, under the 
mafk. of ridiculing popery, aim fo many 

. fide-fhokes at Chriflianiry itfelf; and many, 
efpecially of the modern French travels, are 

exceptionable, not only for their impiety, 
- but on fo many other accounts, that rhey 

will require to be felecled with the niceft 
difcrimi-nation. Our own language, how
ever, can boaft many valuable works of 
this kind, which are clear of thefe offences. 
Voyages of difcovery, though perhaps lefs 
interefl:ing to ordinary readers, will be pe
·culiarly fuited to the royal pupil; efpecially 
thofe which haye been undertaken, greatly 
to his honour, by command of his prefent 
Majefl:y, and ·which contain the difcoveries 
.actually made in the hitherto unexplored 
. parts of the fouthern hemif phere. 

·TELEMACHUS. 

Among works of imagination, there are 
fome peculiarly fuited to the royal pupil, 

She 
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She {houid never, it is prefumed, perufe 
any authors below thofe who have always 
been confidered as· fiandards in their re
fpeB:ive departments. With the talents 
which fhe is faid to poifefs, :lhe will foon 
he competent to underfl:and great part of a 
work, which, though it ranks in the very 
.fir fl: clafs of this f pecies of compofition, has, 
it is to be feared, fallen into unjuft difregard 
from its having been injudicioufly employed 
by teachers as the firfl: book in acquiring 
the French language. The fine fentiments 
.it contains have been overlooked, while 
only the facility of the Hyle has been con
fidered. Telemachus is a noble p~litical 
romance, ,delightful to every Teader, but 
fpecifically adapted for what indeed was its 
original object, to form the characrer of a 
Prince. It is free fron1 the n1oral defefts 
of the claffic poets, whofe very deities are 
commonly exhibited wi.th a groifnefs dan
gerous to the n10def1:y of youth. Fenelon, 
while, with a true tafl:e, he never puts any 
thing into their mouths incompatible with 

. the Grecian fable, never fails t-0 give the 
~ imperfect 
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imperfecl: pagan moral a tinB:ure of Chrif .. 
tian purity. The finefl: precepts are ill uf ... 

trated by the mofr infrruccive examples ; 

and every royal duty is, as it were, per
fonified. His morality is every where founded 

on the eternal principles of truth and juf .. 
tice. He refers all goodnefs to God, as its 
origin and end. He exhibits a uniform 
le!fon of the duty of facrificing private in
terefl to public good, and of forgetting 
ourfelves in the love of our country. He 

reconciles the foundefr policy with the 

mo fr undeviating integrity, and puts to 
Ihame thofe, otherwife admirable writers 

of our own time, who have laboured to 

eflablifh the dangerous doctrine of expe- \ 
diency at the exp~nce of i1nmutable j uflice 

and everlafting truth.-From Telemachus 
llie will learn, that the true glory of a king 
is to make his people good and happy. 

I 

That his authority is never fo fecure as 
when it is fou~ded on the love of his fub. 

jeB:s; and that the fame principles which 
promote private virtue, advance public 

voL. II . -r, happinefs. 
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happinefs. He teaches carefully to difl:in

guifh between good and bad governments ; 

delivers precepts for the philofophical, the 

warlike, the pacific, and the legiilative 

king; and £hews the comparative value ~f 
agriculture, of commerce, of education , 

and of arts ; of private jufiice, and of civi l 

polity. His defcriptions, comparifons, and 

narratives, infiead of being merely amufing, 

are always made to anfwer fome beneficial 

purpofe. And, as there is no part of pub

lic duty, fo there is no circumfiance of 

private conduct, which ha~ been overlooked. 

The dangers of felf-confidence; the contempt 

of virtuous counfels ; the perils of fa. 
vouritifm; the unworthinefs of ignoble 

purfoits; the mifchiefs of difproportionate 

connecrions ; the duty of inviolable fidelity 

to engagements, of moderation under the 

mofl profperot1s, and of firmnefs under the 

mofl adverfe circumftances; of patience and 

forbearance, of kindnefs and gratitude; all 

thefe are not fo much animadverted on, as 

exemplified in the mofl impreffive inftances. 

7 · Children 
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Children love fiB:ion. It is often a 

mifieading tafl:e. . Of this tafl:e Fenelon has 

availed himfelf, to convey, under the elegant 

fhelter of the Greek mythology, fentiments 

and opinions which might not otherwife fo 

readily have made their way to the heart. 

The firia maxims of government, and high 

fiandard of public virtue, exhibited in Tele

machus, excited in the jealous n1ind of the 

reigning King of France, a dread that if 
thofe notions fhould become popular, that 

work would hereafter be confidered as a 

fatire on his own conducl and government, 

on his fondnefs for grandeur, for pleafure, 

for glory, and for war; fo that it has been 

f uppofed pro~able, that Fenelon's theologi

cal works, for which he was difgraced, 

were only made the pretext for punifhi-ng 

him for his political writings. 

The Cyropa::dia of Xenophon it may be 

thought out of date to recommend ; but 

genius and virtue are never antiquated. 

This work may be read with advantage, 

not as an entirely authentic hifiory, which 
. 

L 2 lS 
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is a more than doubtful point, but as a 
valuable moral work, exhibiting a lively 
image of royal virtue, and £hewing, in alm 
mofl all refpecls, what a fovereign ought 
to be.-The Princes of Xenophon and of 
Fenelon are models. The "Prince" of 
Machiavel is a being elaborately trained in 
every art of political and 1noral corruption. 
The lives of the pupils are the befl comment 
OJ}. the works of the ref pecl:ive authors.
Fenelon produced Telemaque and the duke 
·of. Burgundy.-Machiavel, "il Principe' 
and Crefar Borgia ! 

CHAP .. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Of periodical Ejfay Writers, particularly 

Addifon and 'Johnfon. 

To hardly any fpecies of compofition has 

the Britifh public been more fignally in

debted than to the peri0-dical Effay ; and, 

1perhaps, it was only fron1 the Britifh prefs, 

that fuch a publication could have iffued. 

The attempt to elidt mental appetite, by 

furnifhing, from day to day, intellectual 

aliment of fuch peculiar frefhnefs, mu!l 

have been fatally obfl:ruB:ed by any jealoufy 

of fuperintendence, or formality of licenfing. 

The abuf e of the prefs is to be deplored as 
a calamity, and puniilied as a crime. But 

let neither Prince nor people forget the 

providential bleffings which have been 

derived to both from its confl:itutional ' 

liberty. As this was one of the invaluable 

effects of the revolution in 168 8., fo pe;rhaps 

L 3 no 
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no other means more contributed to carry 
the bleffings of that period to their confum
n1ate efiablifhment, in the acceffion of the 
houfe of Brunf wick. 

The two writers who have mofi: emi
nently difiinguifhed themfelves in this path . 
of literature, are Addifon and Johnfon. 
At a period when religion was held in 
more than ufual contempt, from its having 
been recently abufed to the worfi purpofes; 
and when the higher walks of life fiill ex
hibited that diffolutenefs which the profli
gate reign of the fecond Charles had made 
fo deplorably fafhionable, Addifon feen1s to 
have been raifed by Providence for the 
double purpofe of improving the public 
tafl:e, and correB:ing the public morals. 
As the powers of the imagination had, in 
the preceding period, been peculiarly 
abufed to the purpofes of vice, it was 
Addifon's great object to £hew that wit and 
impurity had no neceifary conneB:ion. He 
:not oniy evinced this by his reafonings, 
,but 4e fo exemplified it in his own compo-

~ fitions 
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fitions, as to become in a fhort time more 

generally ufeful, by becoming more popu

lar than any Englifh writer who had y-et 

appeared. This well-earned celebrity he 

endeavoured to turn to the befl of all pur. 

pofes; and his fuccefs was fuch as to prove, 

that genius is never fo advantageoufly em

ployed as in the fervice of virtue, nor in

fluence fo well directed as in rendering 

piety fafhionable. At this difl:ance, when 

almofl all authors have written the better 

becaufe Addifon wrote firfl:, and when the 

public tafi:e which he refined has become 

competent, through that refinem€nt, to 

criticife its benefaEl:or, it is not eafy fully 

to appreciat~ the value of Addifon. To 

do this, we mufl: attend to the progrefs of 

Englifl1 literature, and make a comparifon 

between him and his predeceifors. 

But noble as the views of Addifon were, 

and happily as he has, in general, accom- · 

plifhed. what he intended ; the praife which 

ju!l:ly belongs to him- mufl: be qualified by 

the avowal, that it does not extend to 

L 4 every" 
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every paffage which he has written. From 
the pernicious infl uehce of thof e very man. 
ners which it was his object to correB:, 
fome degree of taint has occafionally af
feB:ed his own pages, which will make it 
neceifary to guard the royal pupil from a 
wholly promifcuous perufal. It is, how
ever, but jufiice to add, that the fe~ in
-flances referred to, however exceptionable, 
are off uch a kind as rather to expofe him 
to the charge of inadvertence, or momen
tary levity, than of any unfixednefs o_f 
principle, much lefs any depravity of 
heart. 

Of all the periodical works, thofe of 
Johnfon, in point of frrict and undeviating 

·moral purity, unquefiionably fiand highefi. 
Every page is invariably delicate. It is, 
therefore, the rare praife of this author, 
that the mofi vigilant preceptor may com
•mit his voluminous works into the hands 
of even his female pupil, without caution, 
limitation, or referve ; fecure that fhe can
not fiumble on a pernicious fentiment, or 

rife 
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rife from the perufal with the flightefl taint 

of immorality. Even in his dictionary, 

moral recritud~ has not only been fcrupu

loufly maintained, but, as far as the nature 

of the work. would admit, it has been 

.ailiduoufly inculcated. In the authorities 

which he has adduced, he has collecred, 

with a difcrimination which can never be 

, enough admired, a countle[s multitude of 

the mofr noble fentences which Englifh 
/ 

literature afforded; yet he has frequently ✓---< 

contented himfelf with infl:ances borrowed 

from inferior writers, when he found fame 

paffage, which at o_nce· ferved his purpofe, 

and that of religion and morality ; and 

alfo, as he declared himfelf, left he iliould 

riik contaminating the mind of the fiudent, 

by referring him to authors of more cele

brity but lefs purity. When we reflect how 

fatally the unf ufpeaed title of Di{lionary 
has been made the vehicle for polluting 

principle, we iliall feel the value o.f this 

extreme confcientioufnefs of Johnfon. 
Still, 
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Still, however, while we afcribe to this 
excellent author all that is fafe, and all that 
is jufl:, it is Iefs from Johnfon than from 

. Addifon that we derive the inte~efiing 
ldfons of life and manners; that we learn 
to trace the exact delineations of charauer, 
and to catch the vivid hues, and varied 
tints of nature. It is true, that every fen
tence of the more recent moralifl is an 
aphorifm, every paragraph a chain of 
maxims for guiding the underflanding and 
guarding the heart. But when Johnf0n de
fcribes charaflers, he rather exhibits vice 
and virtue in the abfl:racr, than real exifiing 
human being/: while Addifon prefents 
you with actual men and women; real life 
figures, compounded of the faults and the 
excellencies, the wifdom and the weak
ne!fes, the follies and the virtues of huma~ 
nity.-By the Avarus, the Eubulus, the 
Mifellus, the Sophron, the Zofima, and the 
Viator of Johnfon, we are inflructed in the 
foundefi truths, but \'re are not fl:ruck with 

an) 
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nny vivid txemplification. Vve merely 

hear them, and we hear them with profit, 

but we do not know them. Whereas, with 

the members of the Spectator's club we are 

acquainted. Johnfon's perfon:iges are ela

borately carved figures that fill the niches 

of the faloon; Addifon's are the living 

company which animate it. Johnfon:,s 

have more drapery; Addifon's more CO\,lil

tenance. Johnfon's gentlemen and ladies, 

fcholars and chambermaids, philofophers 

and coquets, all argue fyllogifl:ically, all con

verfe in the fame academic language ; 

divide all their fentences into the fame 

triple members, turn every phrafe with the 

fame meafure~ folemnity, and round every 

period with the fame polifhed fmoothnefs. 

Addifon's talk. learnedly or lightly, think 

deeply, or prate flippantly, in exact accord

ance with their character, flacion, an<l ha

bits of life. 

\Vhat reader, when he meets with the 

defcription of Sir Roger de Caverly, or 

Vill TvVimble, or of the 'Tory fox-hunter in 
the 
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the Freeholder, does not frame in his own 
mind a lively image of each, to which ever · 
after he naturally recurs, and on which his 
recolleB:ion, if we may fo fpeak, rather 
than his imagination, fafi:ens, as on an old 
intimate? The lapfe of a century, indeed, 
has induced a confiderable change in modes 
of expreffion and forms of behaviour. ,But, 
though manners are mutable, human na
ture is permanent. And it can no more be 
brought as a charge againfl: the truth of 
Addifon's charaB:ers that the manners are 
changed, than it can be produced againfi 
the portraits of Sir Peter Lely and Vandyck, 
that the failiions of drefs are altered. The 
human characrer, like the human figure, is 
the fame in all ages ; it is only the exterior 
and the cofiume which vary. Grace of 
attitude, exquifite proportion, and flrik.ing 
refemblance; do not diminifh of their firfl 
charm, becaufe ruffs, perukes, fattin doub
lets, and flaihed :fleeves are paffed away. 
Addifon's characters may- be likened to 
that expreilive fi-y le of dr-a wing, \vhich gives 

the 
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the exaB:, contour by a few carelefs {hokes 

of the pencil. They are rendered amufing, 

by being in fome flight degree caricatures ; 

yet, all is accurate refemblance, nothing is 

wanton aggravation. It is, in fhort, that un

defcribable grace which will always capti

vate the reader in proportion to the delicacy 

of his own perceptions. 

Among the benefits which have refulted 

from the writings of Addifon, the attention 

fir fl: drawn upon Pa rad if e Lofr by his cri~ 

tic if ms was not one of the leafr. I-Iis 

examination of that immortal work, the 

boafl 0£ our ifland, and of human nature, 

had the merit of fubduing the violence of 

party-prejudice, and of rai.fing its great 

--author to an eminence in the minds of his 

countrymen, corref pondent to that which he 

aB:ually held, and will hold, on the fcale of 

genius, till time fhall be no more *. 
If 

. * Niilton has dropt his mantle on a poet, inferior 

indeed to himfelf, in the loftinefs of his conceptions; 

t he variety of his learning, and the ihucture of his 

verfr ; 
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If the critical writings of Addifon do not 
poifefs the acutenefs of Dryden, or the 
vigour of J ohnfon, they are familiar and 
elegant, and f erve to prepare the mind for 
more elaborate invefiigation. If it be ob
jeeted, that he deals too much in gratuitous 
praife and vague admiration, it may b€ 
anfwered, that the effect produced by poetry 
on the mind cannot always be philofophi-

verfe; but the felidty of whofe genius is only for.., 
paffed by the elevation of his piety; wbofe devot~t 
effufions are more penetrating, and almoft equ_ally 
fublime; and wh0, in his moral and pathetic Hrokes, 
familiar allufions, and touching incidents, comes more 
home to the bofom than even his immortal mafier.
\:Vhen we obferve of this fine fpirit that he felt the 
beauties of nature with a lover;s heart, b~held them 
with a poet's eye, and delineated them with a paint
u's hand ;-that the minute accuracy of his leffer 
figures, and the exquifite finifhing of his rural groupes, 
delight the fancy, as much as the fublimity of his 
nobler images exalt the rninJ ;-that, in f pite of 
faults and negligences., and a few inftances of unrrr.ice
ful afperity, he gratifies the j udgment as much as he 
enchants the imagination ; that he directs the feelings 
to virtue, au<l the heart to heaven. Need we defig
nate the fketcb by affixing to it the name of Cowper? 

callv . 
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cally accounted for ; and Addifon was too 

fair, and, in this inftance, too cordial a 

critic to withhold expreffions of delight, 

merely becaufe he could not analyfe the 

caufc>s which produced it. At any rate, it 

mufl: be allowed, that he who wrote thofe 

exquifite Effeys on the Pleafures of the Imagi

nation, could not be fuperficial through pe

nury. It is allowed that thecriticifms of John

fon are, in general, much more fy.fl:ematic; 

they po{fofs more depth, as well as more 

d_ifcrimination ; but they are lefs pleafing, 

becaufe they are not equally good-natured. 

They are more tinctured with party-fpirit, 

and breathe lefs generous and voluntary 

admiration. But no critic has been more 

f uccefsful in faying open the internal {huc

ture of the poet; though he now and then 

handles the knife fo roughly ~s to disfigure 

what he means to d~ffelt. His learning was 

evidently n1uch deeper, as well as better 

digefted, than that of Addifon, and the 

energy of his underfianding was almoft un

rivalled. He, therefore, difcovers a rare 

ability 
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ability in appreciating, with the foundeft 
~nd mofl fagacious f crutiny, the poetry of 
reafon and good fenfe ; in the cornpofition 
of which he alfo excels. But to the lefs 
bounded excurfions of high imagination, 
and the bolder achievements of pure inven~ 
tion, he is lefs jufi, becaufe lefs fenfible. 
He appears little alive to that f pecies of 
writing, whofe felicities confifi in eafe and 
grace, to the floafng forn1s of ideal beauty, 
to the fublimer flights of the lyric rnufe, or 
to the finer touches of dramatic excellence. 
He wou Id confequently be cold in his ap
probation, not to fay, perverfe in his dif
cu:fiion of fome of thofe f pecies of beauty, 
of which, in fact, his feelings were lefs 
f ufceptible. 
· He had, however, that higher perfection 
which has been too rarely aifociated with 
thofe faculties, the mofi: difcerning tafie 
and the liveliefl relifh, for the truefl as 
well as the noblefl f pecies of the fublime 
and beautiful, 1 n1ean that which belongs 
to moral excellence. Where this was ob-. 

VlOUS, 
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vious, it not only conquered his averfion 1 

but attracted his warm affection. It was 

this which made him the ardent eulogifl of 

Watts, in fpite of his non-conformity, and 

even the advocate of Blackmore, whom it 

1nuf1 have been natural for him to def pife 

as a bad poet, and to hate as a whig. It 

is this beCT: of tafles which he alfo n10CT: dif .. 

plays in that beautiful eulogium of Addifon, 

to which, in the prefent comparifon, it would 

be injufl:ice to both, not to refer. the reader. 

:His Tour to the Hebrides exhibits a de:. 

lightful fpecimen of an intellectual traveller 

who extracl:s beauty from barrennefs, and 

builds up a folid mafs of infl:rucl:ion with 

the mofl :fiender materials. He leavt;ls to 

the writer of natural hiflory, whofe proper 

province it is, to run over the world in 

quefl of moif~s and graifos, of minerals and 

foffils. Nor does he fwell his book with 

catalogues of pictures, which have neither-' 

novelty nor relevancy ; nor does he copy, 

fror_n preceding authors, the ancient hiflory 
- . M '. ,/"' 

VOL. Il. OI 
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of a country of which we only want to 
know the e:x;ifi:ing fiate ; nor does he con
vert the grand fcenes which . difplay the 
wonders of the Creator's power into doubts 
'of his exifience, or difuelief of his go
vernment : but, fulfilling the office of an 
inquifitive and moral traveller, he pref en ts 
a lively and interefiing view of men and 
things; of the country he vifited, and of 
the perfons with whom he converfed. And 
though his inveterate Scottiih prejudices 
now and then break out, his fpleen feem·s 
rather to have been exercifed againft trees 
than men. Towards the latter, his feetn• 
ing illiberality has in reality more of merri
ment than malice. In his heart he ref pecl:ed 
that brave and learned nation. When he 
is unfair, his unfairnefs is often mitigated 
by fome {hoke of humour, fometimes of 
good humour, which effaces the impreffion 

· of his feverity. Whatever faults may be 
found in the Tour to the Hebrides, it is no 
fmall thing, at this period, to poifefs a book 

of 

) ' 
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of travels entirely pure from the lightefi: 
touch of vanity or impurity, of levity or 
impiety. 

His Raifelas is a work peculiarly adapted 
to the royal pupil ; and though it paints 
human life in too dark fhades, and dwells 
defpondingly on the unattainablenefs of 
human happinefs, thefe defects will afford 
excellent occafions for the fagacious pre .. 
ceptor to unfold, through what purfuits 
life may be made happy by being made ufe
ful; by what fuperinduced firength the 
burthens of this mortal fi:ate may be cheer
fully borne, and by what a glorious perfpec
tive its termination may be brightened. 

The praife . which has been given to 
Addifon as an eifayifr can rarely be ex
tended to many of his co .. adjutors. Talent 
n1ore or lefs we every where meet with, 
and very ingenious fketches of character ; 
but moral delicacy is fo often, and fome
times fo fhamefully violated, that ( whatever 
may have been the practice) the Spectator 

M 2 ought 
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ought to be accounted an unfit booJr. 
for the indifcriminate perufal of youth * • 

. However the collection of periodical 
papers, entitled Cf'he Freeholder, n1ay be 
paifed over by common readers, it would 
be unpardonable not to direct to them the 
atlention of a royal pupil. The objecl: at 
which they aim, the firengthening of the 
Hanoverian caufe againH: the combined 
efforts of the houfe of Stuan and the 
French court, makes them interefting ; and 
they exhibit an exq uifi te f pecimen of political 
zeal without political acrimony. They 
abound in firokes of wit; and thE; Tory 
Fox-hunter is perhaps, nexc to the rural 
knight in the Spectator, one of the mofl 
entertaining defcriptions of characl:er in our 
language. Of thefe, as well as of his other 
eifays, it may be faid, that in them the 

· follies, the affeB:ations, and the abf urdities 
of life are pourtrayed with the lightefl 

~ Happily all Addifon's papers have been feleEled 
by Tickell, in his edition of Addifon's works. 

· touches 
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touches of the mofl delicate pencil; that 

never was ridicule more nicely pointed, nor 

fatire more playfully inoffenfi.ve. 

In the Guardian there is hardly any 

thing that is feriouily exceptionable : and 

this work is enriched with fome papers that 

are not to be placed beneath even thofe of 

Addifon. It will be obvious, that we 

allude to the papers afcribed to bifhop 

Berkeley. Thefe eifays bear the marks of 

a mind at once vigorous and correct, deep 

in reflection, and opulent in imagery. They 

are chiefly direcred againfl: the free-thinkers, 

a name by which the infidels of that age 

chofe to call themfel ves. And never, per

haps, has th.at wretched characl:er been 

more admirably illufi:rated than in the 

fimile of the fly on St. Paul's cathedral. 

Another difference between Addifon and 

Johnfon is, that the periodical writings of 

the former are thof e in which the powers 

of his mind appear to mofl: advantage. 

Not fo in the cafe of Johnfon. Solidly 

valuable as the Rambler muft be accounted; . 
M3 lll 



166 ADDISON AND JOHNSON. 

in the point of celebrity, it probably owes 
much more to its author, than it has con
ferred on him. _A forbidding ftatelinefs, a 
rigid and yet inflated fiyle, an almoft total 
abfence of eafe and cheerfulnefs, would too 
probably bring negleB: on the great and 
various excellencies of thefe · volumes, if 
they had been the fingle work of their 
author. But his other writings, and, above 
all, that inexhaufl:ible fund of pleafure and 
profit, the Lives of the Poets, will fecure 
perpetuated attention to every work which 
bears the name of Johnfon. On the ground 
of difl:inc.1: attraclivenefs, the Idler is the 
n1oft engaging of Johnfon's periodical 
works ; the manner being lefs fevere, and 
the matter more amufing. 

The Adventurer, perhaps, on account of 
its interefiing tales, and affecl:ing narratives, 
is, of all others of its clafs, the mo.fl .flricl:ly 
fuitable to youth. It alfo contains much 
general knowl.edge, elegant criticifm, and 
varjous kinds of pleafing information. In 
.alm.ofl R-ll thtfe works, the Eafi:ern 'I'ales, 

Allegories, 
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Allegories, and Vifions, are interefl:ing in 

-the narrative, elevated in the fentiment, 

pure in the defcriptions, and fublime in the 

moral. They convey leifons peculiarly 

appropriated to the great, mofl: of the fitl:i

tious perfonages who are made the vehicles 

of infi:ruB:ion being either princes or 

ftatef1nen. 

J f we advert to religion, the praif e of 

Addifon in this infinitely important inflance 

rnuft not be omitted. Johnfon never Iofcs 

fight of religion; but on very few occafion ); 

does he particularly dwell upon it. In one 

or two paifages * only has he given vent 

to his religious feelings ; and his fentiments 

are fo foundly, indeed fo fublimely ex cel- . 

lent, that it is impofiible not to regret the 

fcantinefs with which he has afforded them. 
I 

But Addifon feems to delight in the fub .. 

jell:, and, what is ren1arkable, his devout 

feelings feem to have much tranfcended hi:; 
\ 

~ Nnmber VII. in the Rambler; paper on affiic

tion in the Idler; and the noble paffage in the ac .. 

count of Iona. 

M 4 theological 
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theological accuracy. To the latter, ex
ception might juflly be taken in one or 
two inflances *; to the former, never. If it 
were to be a{ked, where are the elevating, 
ennobling, felicitating effects of religion on 
the human mind as fafely fiated, and as 
bappi1y expreifed, as in any Englifh author? 
perhaps a. j ufler anf wer could fcarcely 
be given than-in the devotional papers of 
Addifon. 

* See particularly that very exceptionable paper 
• in the Spectator, No. :459.-Alfo, another on Super., 
ftition and Enthufiafm. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

Books of Amufement. 

As the royal perfon will hereafter require 

books of amufement> as well as. infl:rucl:ion, 

it will be a .taik. of no fmall delicacy to 

felecl: f uch as may be perufed with as much 

profit, and as little injury, as is to be ex

pected from works of mere entertainment. 

Perhaps there are few books which poifefs 

:the power of delighting the fancy, without 

conveying any dangerous leifon to the 

heart, equally with Don ~ixote. 

It does not belong to our fubjeB: to 

animadvert on its leading excellence; that 

incomparable · delicacy of fa tire, thof e un

rivalled powers of ridicule, which had fuf

ficient force to reclaim the corrupted tafl:e, 

and fober the difi:empered imagination of a 

whole people. This, which on its firfl 

appearance was jufl:ly confidered as its 

predominant' 
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predominant merit, is now become lefa 
interefl:ing; becaufe~ the evil which it 
affailed no longer exifiing, the medicine 
which cured the n1ad is grown lefs - valua
ble to the fane; yet Don ~ixote will ever 
be entitled to admiration on imperiiliable 
grounds. 

Though Cervantes wrote bet,veen two 
and three hundred years ago, and for a 
people of a national turn of thinking dif .. 
fimilar to ours; yet that right good Jenfe, 
which is of all ages, and all countrie~, and 
which almofi: more univerfally pervades: 
this work than even its_ e:xquifite ,vit and 
humour; thofe mafl:erl y portraits of cha
raB:er; thofe found maxims of conduct; 
thofe lively touches of nature ; thofe admi
rably ferious leffons, though given on ridicu
lorn; occafions; thof e penetrating fhokes of 
feeling; thofe folernnly fententious phrafes,. 
tincl:ured with the charaB:erifric abfurdity 
of the :fpeaker, without any injury to the 
truth of the fentiment; that mixtur·e of 
the wife and the ludicrous, of action always 

2. pitiably 
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pitiably extravagant, and of judgment often 

iexemplarily fober.-In all thefe excellen

cies Don ~ixote is withqut a parallel. 

How admirable (to produce only one 

infl:ance out of a thoufand) is that touch 

of human n;:iture, where the knight of La 

Mancha, having bdl:owed the mofi: excef

five and high-flown complin1ents on a gen

tleman, whon1 he encountered when the 

delirium of ,chivalry raged n1ofl: fi:rongly 

in his imagination !-The gentleman, who 

-is reprefented as a perfon of admirable 

fenfe, is led, by the effect which thefe com

pliments produced on his own mind, to 

ackno\i·dedge the weaknefs of the heart of 

man, in the fooliih pleafure it derives from 

flattery. " So bewitching is praife," fays 

he, "that even I have the weaknefs to be 

pleafed with it, though, at the fan1e time, I 

know the flatterer to be a mad-man!" 

It is a {hiking illufl:ration of the opinion, 

that though wit is gay yet humour is 

grave, that the mofr ferious and folemn 

nation in the world has produced the work 

of 
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of the mofl: genuine , humour. Nor is it 
eafy to exp refs how· admirably f uited the 
pomp and fiatelinefs of the Spanifh lan
guage are to the genius of this vvork. It is 
not unfavourable to the true heroic, but 
much more ef pecially is it adapted to the 
n1ock dignity of the forrowful knight.. It is 
accommodated to the elevation of the fan
taftic hero's tiptoe march, when he is fober, 
and fiill ·more to his :flilts, when he is . 
ravmg. 

The two very ingenious French and 
Englifo Novelifts, who followed Cervantes, 
though with unequal fieps even as to 
talent, are fiill farther below their great 
mafier both in mental and moral delicacy. 
Though the fcenes, defcriptions, and ex
preilions of Le Sage, are far lefs culpable, 
in point of decency, than thofe of his _Eng
Jifh competitor ; yet both concur in the 
fame inexpiable fault, each labouring to 
excite an interefl: for a vicious character, 
each n1aking the hero of his tale an un
principled profligate. 

If 
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lf novels are read at all, in early youth, 

a praB:ice which we ihould think "n1ore ho

noured in the breach than the obfervance," 

we ihould be tempted to give the prefer. 

ence to thofe works of pure and genuine 

fancy, which exercife and fill the imagina

tion, in preference to thofe ,vhich, by ex

hibiting pailion and intrigue in bewitching 

colours, lay hold too intenfely on the feel

ings. We fhould even venture to pi·o

nounce thofe fl:ories to be moft fafe, which, 

by lcafl: affimilating with our own habits 

and manners, are lefs likely to infect and 

foften the heart, by thofe amatory pictures, 

defcriptions, and fituations, which too much 

abound, evez:i in fome of the chafl:efl: com. 

pofitions of this nature. The young female 

is pleafantly interefl:ed for- the fate of O rien- , 

tal ~eens, for Zobeide, or the heroine of 

Almoran and Barnet; but fhe does not put 

herfelf in their place; ihe is not abforbed in 

their pains or their pleafures ; fhe does not . 

identify her feelings with theirs, as; fhe too 

probably does in the cafe of Sophia 

Weflern 
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W eff ern and the· Princefs of Cleves.
Books of the former defcription innocently 
invigorate the fancy;- thof~ of the latter
convey a contagious frcklinefa to the mmd .. 
'J'he one raife .harmlefa wonder or ino:ffen
five merriment ; the other awaken ideas, at 
heft unprofitable. From the flights of the 
one, we are willing to defcend to the 
rationality of common life;- from the fe. 
ducrions of the other, we are difgufted a-t 
returning to its infipidity. 

There is always fome. ofef1il inftruaion 
m thofe great original works of invention, 
whether poetry or ron1ance, which tranfmit 
a faithful living picture of the manners of 
the age and country in which the fcene is 
laid. It is this which, independently of 
its other merits, diffufes that ine~preffibl.e 

_charn1 over the Odyifey: a fpecies of en
chantment, w hkh is not afforded by any 
EJther poem in the world. This, in a lefs 
degree, is alfo one of the ftriking merits of 
Don ~ixote. And this, if we may de .. 
fcerrd. fo low, after having foared fo high, . 

lS 
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is the principal recommendation of the 

.A.rabian Tales. Thefe tales alfo, though 

faulty in f ome ref pecl:s, poifefs another 

n1erit which we fhould be glad to fee tranf. 

ferred to fome of the novels of a country 

nearer home. We learn from thefe Ara. 

bian flories, and indeed from moil of the 

works of imagination of the Mahometan 

authors, what was the f pecific religion of 

the people about whom they write; how 

1n.uch they made r~ligion enter into the 

_ordinary concerns of life ; and how obfer

vant characters profoffing religion were of 

its peculiarities, and its worfhip. 

It is but jufiice to obferve., how far more 

deeply mifchievous the French novel wri .. 

ters 21,re, than thofe of our own country ; 

for they not only feduce the heart through 

t he fenfes, and corrupt it through the me:

diu:r11- of the imagination, but fatally ilrike 

at the very root and being of all virtue, by 

annihilating all belief in that religion, which 

is its only vital fource and feminal prin
ciple. 

SHAKE~ 
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But leff'ons of a nobler kind ma:y he ex.,;. 
traB:ed from fome works which promife 
nothing better than mere entertainment, and 
which will not, to ordinary readers, appear 
fufceptible of any higher purpofe. In ·the 
hands of a judicious preceptor, many of 
Shakefpeare's tragedies, efpecially of his 
hifl:orical pieces, and frill more fuch as are 
rendered peculiarly interefi:ing by local 
circumfl:ances, by Britiili manners, and 
royal charaB:ers who once filled the Eng
li{h throne, will furnifh themes, on which 
to ground n1uch appropriate and infl:ructive 
con verfation. · 

Thofe mixed char.acters efpecially, drawn 
with fuch a happy intuition into the human 
mind, in which fome of the woril: aB:ions 
are committed by perfons not defl:itute of 
good dif pofitions and amiable qualities; but 
who were overwhelmed by the fi:orm of 
unrefifted pailion, who funk under fi:rong 
temptation, or yielded to powerful fl attery,, 

are 
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are far more inftrucl:ive to perufe than the 
" faultlefs monfiers," or the heroes of un. 

mixed perfeB:ion of lefs fkilful dramatifl:s.
The remorfe, for infiance, of the timorous 
'Ihane, a man not deftitute of generous 
fentiments ; but of a high and afpiring mind, 
ftimulated by vain credulity, tempting op
portunity, and an ambitious wife. Goaded 
by the woman he loved to the crime he 
hated,-grafping at the crown, but abhor
ring the fin which procured it ;-the ago
nies of guile combating wjrh the fenfe of 
honour-agonies not merely excited by the 
vulgar dread of deteB:ion and of punifh~ 
ment which would have engroifed an ordi
nary mind, but fharpened by unappeafable 
remorfe; which ·remorfe, ,however, proves 
no hindrance 10 the con1n1iffion of freih 
crimes,-crimes which fucceed each other 
as numeroufly, and as rapidly, as the 
:vifionary progeny of Banquo. - At firft, 

What he would highly, he would holily: 

But a familiarity with horrors foon cured 
VOL. II. N this 
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this delicacy; and in his fubfequent n1u1,., 
tiplied murders, neceility became apology& 
The whole prefents an awful leifon on the 
terrible confequences of lifiening to the 
firfl: flight fuggefiion of fin, and -firikingly 
exemplifies that from harbouring criminal 
thoughts, to the forming black defigns, 
and thence proceediEg to the moll atrocious 
deeds, the mind is led by a natural pro
grefs, and an unrefifred rapidity. 

The confliEl:ing pailions of the caprici
ous Lear! tender and affefiionate in th 
extreme, but whofe irregular affections 
were neither controlled by nature, reafon, 
or jufiice. A characl:er weak and vehe
ment, fond and cruel; a kindnefs fixed by 
no principle ; a n1ind governed by no fixed 
.fenfe of right, but vibrating with the acci
dent of the moment, and the caprice of 
the predon1inant humour. Sacrificing the 
virtuous child, whofe :fincerity fhould have 
fecured his affecrion, to the prepofierous 
flattery ofher unnatural fifiers.-Thefehigh-

- wrought fcenes do not n1erely excite in the 
reader 
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reader· a barren fympathy for the pangs of 
felf.:reproach, of deflitute age, and fuffering 
royalty, but inculcate ~ falutary abhorrence 
of adufation·and falfehood; a ufeful caution 
againft partial and unjufl judgment; a found 
admonition againfl paternal inj uf1:ice and 
filial ingratitude. 

The beautiful and touching refle'8:ions 
of Henry IV. in thofe lafl: foul-fearching 
moments, when the poffeilion of a crown 
became nothing, and the unjufl: arpbition 
by which he had obtained it, every thing. 
Yet, fiill fo far retaining to the lafl the 
ca_utious policy of his character, as to mix 
his concern for the ftate, and his affection 
for his fon, with the natural diilimulation 
of his own temper ; and blending the fineft 

· fentiments on the uncertainty of human 
applaufe and earthly profperity, with ,a 
watchful attention to confine the know
ledge ~f the unfair means 'by which he had 
obtained the crown to the heir who was to 
poifefs it. The wily•politician predominat
ing to the laft ~oment, and manifefi:ing 

N 2 rather 
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rather regret than repentanc-e.-Difclofing 

that the aif umed fanB:ity with which he 

had been preparing for a crufad_e, was only 

a projeB: to check thofe inquiries into hi 

title to the crown to which peace and refl 

1night lead_; and exhorting the Prince, with 

a forefeeing fubtilty which little became 

a dying monarch, to keep up quarrels 

with foreign powers, in order to wear out 

the memory of domeftic uf urpation. All 

this pref en ts a {hiking exhibition of a f upe

rior mind fo long habituated to the devious 

paths of worldly wifdon1, and crooked 

po Hey, as to be unable to defert them, 

even in the pangs of diffelution. 

The pathetic foliloquies of the repentant 

\Volfey, fallen from the pinnacle of wealth 

·and power to a falutary degradation! A 

,difgrace, which refl:ored him to reafon, ~and 

raifed him to religion, which deftroyed his 

f ortur1e, but ref c.ued his foul. His coun

fels to the rifing fiatefman Cromwell, on the 

rerils of ambition) and_ the precarioufnefs of 
royal favour; th 0 vanity of ~all ,attachmeI1t 

which 
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which has not religion for its bafis ; the 

weak.nefs of all fidelity which has not the 

fear of God for its principle ; and the peril

ous end of that favour cf the courtier, 

which is ~njoyed at the dear price of his 

" integrity to Heaven." 

'fhe pernicious power of ftittery on a 

female mind fo £k.ilfully exemplified in that 

men1orable fcene in which the bloody 

Richard conquers the averfion of the 

Princefa Anne to the murderer of her 

hu!b-and, and of all his royal race ! The 

deplorable error of the feeble-minded Prin

cttfa, in fo far f0rgetting his crimes in hi-s 

c0mpliments, as to confent to the monflrous · 

union with the murderer ! Can there be ai 

n1ore {hiking exemplification of a pofition. 

we have ventured fo frequently to efl:abli{h, 

of the dangers to which vanity is liable, . 

ancl of the miferies to which flattery leads ? 
The refleaions of Henry VI. and of 

Richard II. on the - cares and duties, the 

unfatisfactorinefs and difappointment at

tending great fituations, the vanity of 
N 3 human 
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human grandeur while enjoyed, and the 
uncertain tenure by" which it is held !
Thefe fine foliloquies preach powerfully to 

the hearts of all in high fiations, but moft 
powerfully to thofe in th~ highefi. 

The terribly infiruB:ive death-bed of car
din~l Beaufort, whofe filence, like the veil 
in the celebrated piB:ure of the facrifice of 

Iphigenia by Ti.mathes, thrown over the 

father's face, penetrates the foul more by 
what it conceals, than could have been 
effected by any thing that its removal might 

have difcovercd. 

Thefe, and a thoufand othcr infiances, 
too various·to be enumerated, too notori~us 

to require f pecifying, and too beautiful to 
f.land in need of comment, may, when 

properly folecred, and judiciqufly animad
verted on, not only delight the imagination, 

and gratify the feelings, but carry in{huc
tion to the heart. 

· The royal pupil may difcern in Shake

fpeare an originafo y which has no parallel. 

He exhibirs hun1our the mofl: genu~ne, and 
what 
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wI1at is far n1ore extraordinary, propriety of 

fentiment, and delicacies of ·conducr, where, 

from his lo,v opportunities, failure had been 

pardonable. A fidelity to charaaer fo 

· minute, that it feems rather the accuracy 

of individual hifl:ory, marking the incidental , 

deviations, and delineating the cafual 

humours of actual life, than the invention 

of the poet. Shakefpeare has feized every 

turn and flexure of the ever-varying mind 

of man in all its flua·uating forms; touched 

it in al1 its changeful {hades, · and marked 

all its nice~ gradations, as well as its 

more abrupt varieties. fie exhibits the 

whole internal fl:rucl:ure of man ; uniting 

the correcl:ne~s of anatomy with the exacl:

nefs of delineation, the graces of proportion, 

ar..d often the highefl: beauty of colouring. 

· But with thefe excellen~j~s, the works of 

this mofl: unequal of· all poets contain fo 

n1uch that is vulgar, fo much that is abfurd, 

and fo much that is impure; fo much in- · 

decent levity, falfe wit, and grofs de[crip

tion, that he fhould only be read in parcels!) ·· 

' N 4 and 

' 
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and with the- nicefr feleaion. His more 
exceptionable pieces · fhould not be read at 
all ; and even of the heft, much may be 
omitted. But the qualified perufal here 
fuggefted may,. on account of his wonder
ful acquaintanc-e with the human heart, be 
attended with peculiar advantages to readers 
of the clafs in quefiion, one of whofe chief 
frudies fhould be that of mankind, and who, 
from the circumftance of fration and fex, 
have few direct and fafe means of acquiring 
a knowledge of the world, and. an ac
quaintance with the various chara.tl:ers 
which compofe it. 

To the three celebrated Greek .tragedians 
we have already adverted, as uniting, with 
the loftiefr powers of genius, a general pre
valence of virtuous, and often of pious 
fentiments. The. fcenes with which they 
abound, of rneritorious, of fuffering, of 
imprudent, of criminal, of raili, and of 
penitent Princes ; of royalty under every 
viciffitude of paffion, of chara.B:er, and cir
cumfiance, will furniih an interefiing and 

not 
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not unprofitable entertainment. And Mr. 

Potter has put the Engliili reader in pof

feffion of thefe ancient bards, of Efchylus 

efpecially, in a manner highly honourable 

to his o r111 tafle and learning. 

Mofl: of the tragedies of Racine are ad

mirably written, and are unexceptionable 

in almofl: all refpeB:s. They poifefs, though 

conveyed in the poor vehicle of French 

verfification :f, all the dramatic requifites ; 

and to their author we can fafely afcribe 

one merit fuperior even to that of the cri

tical exaqnefs with which he has regulated 

the unities of his plays by Arifiotle's clock; 

~ lt is a curious circumftance in the hiftory of 

French dramatic poetry, that the meafure ufed by 

their beft poe:ts in their foblimefl: tragedies is the 

anaprefric, which, in our language, is not only the 

lighte.ft and moft undignified of all the poetic mea

fures, but is fl:ill more degraded by being chiefly 

applied to burlefque fobjech. It is amu:fing to 

an Englifh ear, to hear the Brutus of Racine, the 

Cid of Corne1lle, and the Orofmane and Ordl:es of 

Voltaire, declaim, ph1lofophize, figh, and rave in the 

precife meafure: of 

A Cobler there was, and he Jiv'd in a Stall. 

we 
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we mean his conftant care not to offend 
2gainfi modefiy or religion. His Athalie 
exl1ibits at once, a chef d' ceuvre of the 
dramatic art, a proof of what exquifite 
poetic beauties the Bible hiflories are fuf
ceptible; a falutary warning to Princes on 
the miferies attendant upon treachery, im
piety, and ambition; and a lively infl:ance, 
not only of the private value, but the great 
political importance of eminently able and 
piom; miniflers of religion. 

If the Italian language fhould form a 
part of the royal education, we might name 
Metafiafio as quite inoffenfive in a moral 
vievv ,. though neceffarily mixing fomething 
of the flimfy texture of the opera with the 
feverer graces of Melpomene. His mufe 
poffeifes an equable and fteady pinion : if 
:fhe feldDm foars into fubli,mity, ihe never 
finks to n1eannefs ; foe 1s rather elegant 
and pleafing, than vigorous or lofty. His 
facred dramas are part icularly excellent, 
and are fcarcely lefs in terefling to the 
reader of tafi:e than of p~ety. They are alfo 

exemo 
A 
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.exempt from · a certain monotony, which 

makes his other pieces too much to refem

ble each other. 

It _•is with no f mall regret that, perfuaded 

as we are that England is the rich native 

foil of dramatic genius, we are driven te> 

the painful neceffity of recommending 

exotics in preference to the indigenous pro

dultions of our own fruitful clime. The 

truth is, that though we poffefs in our lan

guage admirable fingle pieces, yet our 

tragic poets have afforded fcarce any in

fl:ances, except l\1ilton in his c:xquifite 

Camus and Sampfon Agonifles, and Mafon 

in his .chafre and claffic dramas, in which 

we can confcientiouily recommend their 

entire, unweeded volumes, as never deviat 0 

ing from that correctnefs and purity which 

fhould be the infeparable attendant on the 

tragic. mufe *., 

* Tl;lomfon's tragedies furnifh the '. belt exception 

to this remark of any with which the author is ac-, 

quainted. 
v'Ve 
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We fhall indeed find not only that virtu
ous fcenes, and even: pious fentiments•,_ are 
fcattered throughout 1nofl: of our po-~ular, 
tragedies, but. that the general. rnor4l alfo is 
frequently firilcing and impreffive. Its- end,, 
however, is often defeated by the meq;Ji,r

employed ta accomplifh it._ In how many 
of the favourite tragedies. of Rowe and 
Otway for infiance, which are mofi: fre ... 
quently aEted, do we not find pa[ages and 
even whole fcenes of a direB:ly, ·contr-a-ry 
tendency; paffages calculated to awaken 
thofe very pailions whic:h it was the pro
feifed objefr of the author to counteract? 
When we contrafl: the purity _and evoo 
piety of the works of the tragic poets of 
pagan Greece, and even the more f<slecl; 
ones of popifh France, with fome of the 
pieces of the mofi: iliining bar-ds of protef
tant Britain, do they not ;ill appear tq 
have been in an inverfe ratio with the 
advantages which their authors enjoyed? 

1t 
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It tnay be objecl:ed, that, in fpeak.ing of 

poetic compofition, we have dwelt fo long, 

and almofr f o exclufively on the drama. It 

would indeed have been far more pleafant 

to range .at large through the whole 

flowflry fields of the n1ufes, where we 

could have gathered much that is fweet, 

and n1uch .that is falutary. But we mufl: 

not induige in excurfions which are merely 

pleafurable. We have on all occafions 

made it a point not to recommend 

books becaufe they are pleafant, or even 

good, but becaufe they are appropriate. 

i~nd as it is notorious 

--that gorgeous Tragc:dy 

V·lith Jceptred Pall comes f weeping by, 

Prefenting Thebes' or Pelops' line: 

that fhe prefers the fplendid fcenes of royal , 

courts to the retired walks of priv~te life ; 

that ilie delights to exemplify virtue, to 

defignate_ vice, or dignify cal~mity, by 

chufing her perfonages among Kings and 

Princes, we therefore thought it might not 

be 
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be altogether unufeful, in touching on this 
topic, to difiinguifu between f uch authors 
as are fafe, and fuch as are dangerous; by 
mentioning thofe of the one clafs with de .. 
ferved commendation, and by generally. 
palling over the names of the others in 
filene::e& 

CHAP .. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

Books of lrylrutlion, fsc. Lord Bacon, fsco -

IN the " prophet of unborn fcience," 

who brought into ufe a logic almofr en- . 

tirely new, and who rejecred the ftudy of 

words for th~t of things, the royal pupil 

n1ay foe the way, rarely ufed before his 

· time; of arguing. by induction; a logic 

grounded upon obfervation, faEt, and expe

riment. · To eftimate the true vake of 
' '· . ,, 

Lord Bacon, we fhould reeolleB: what was 

the fiate of . learning when he appeared; 

we fhould remern.be.r with what a might7 

hand he overthrew the def potifm of that: 

. abf urd fyfi:em · which had kept true 

. knowledge in fhackles, arrefled the prqgrefa 

of found · philofophy, and blighted the 

growth of the human intellect. 

; His _· fir fl: .aim was to clear the ground, 

by _rooting out the preconceived errors, .and 

. . 1 obfdnate 
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obfl:inate prejudices, which long prefcrip .. 
tion had efl:abli!hed; and then to fubfiitute 
what was ufeful, in place of that idle and 
fruitlefs [peculation which had fo long pre
vailed~ He was almofl: the fufi. rational 
invefl:igator of the laws of nature, ~ho 
made genuine truth and found knowledge, 
and not a barren curiofity and an unprofiG 
table ingenuity, the object of his purfuit. 
His infi:ances are· all collected with as ·1nuch 
judgment, as they are recorded with fun
plicity. He t~aches the important art of 
viewing a _quefl:ion on all frdes, and of 
eliciting truth from the refult ; and he 
always makes reafoning and experiment go 
hand in ,hand, mutually illuftrating each 
other. 

One principal ufe C?f being fomewhat . 
acquainted with this great author .is., itO 
learn that admirable . ~ethod and . ordez:~ 
which he uniformly .obferves. So 1excellent 
is the difpofition he makes.,that the .reader 
is not Jo.ft, £.ven in that ·might,.y •mafs of 
matter in which , he ,arranges the -arts of 

7 hifiory, 
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'hifrory, poetry, and philofophy, under their 
' 

three great correfponding faculties, of 

memory, imagination, and underfianding. 

This perfpicuous clearnefs of difiribution; 

this : breaking up his fubjeB: into parts, 

without lo.fing fight of that whole to which 

each portion preferves its exact fubordina~ 

tion; ~nables the reader to follow him, with-
, . 

out perplexity, in the wide fire Leh and 

compafs of his intellectual refearches. 

Viith the fame admirable method he has 

alfo made a dHhibution of the feveral 

branches of hiftory. He feparates it into 

three divifions,_;;,chronicles or annals, lives; 

and . relations; affigning, in his luminous 

way, to each_ its refpective properties~ 

Lives of individuals, he is of opinion, exhi

bit more faithful and lively narratives of 

things ; and he pronounces them capable 

of being m.ore faf~ly and advantageoufly 

transfer:red into. example, than general hif

tory .-He ·affigns alfo a great degree of 

ufefulnefs, to . fpecial relations of actions, 

fuch as Catiline's confpira~1, ;ind the ex~ 

VOL. He r.i. d't' n. . , . .:.. pe_. lJB.+.+i . - _.., 
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pedition of Cyrus ; _ conteiving them to f>a 
more pleafant by prefenting a fubjefi more 

n1anageable, becaufe more limited.- And

as a more exact knowledge and full infor

mation may be obtained of thefe indiYidual 
relations, the author, he obferves, is not 

driven, like the writer of general hifiory, 

to fill up chafms and blank fpaces, out of 

his own imagination *. 
Politics-

~ '!''here is one infl:ance in which even this groat 
author has poorly executed his own ideas.- After fo 
ably laying down the outline of hifi:ory, he has fhewn 
little {kill, in an individual inftance, in filling it up-. 
Few writers have more remarkably failed, than Lord 
Bacon in his hiftory of Henry VII. It is defe8.ive 
in almoft all the ingredients of hiftoric compofition; 
neither poffeffing majefty nor dignity on the one 

hand, nor eafe and perfpicuit_y on the other. There 
is a conftant a~m at wit and pleafantry, with a con
ftant failure in both. The choic;:e of matt€r is inju
a icious; great circumftanees are often !lightiy-touch.ed, 
while he enlarges upon trifles. The hifrory is feebl'e 
narrative ; the fty le is affeB:ed declamation; loaded, 
as if iR defiance of ~intilian's precept~ with thofe 
double epithets,. which, as that nobleft of critics ob
ferves, when each does _not furnifh a fre!h idea, is as
if every common foldier in an army lhould carry a 

footman, 
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Politic$ he -arring.es with the fame me .. 

thqc:Us:al order, dividirig · them into three 

' feveral parts,-th_e. pre(ervation of a fiate, 

its profperity, and its -enlargement. Of the 

two f prm!;!r branches, he allows that pre
ceding authors had already treated, but 

-iu.timates that he himf df was the firfl who 

had ·difcuifed the lattex. As political ceco ... 

nomy will hereafter form an important 

branch of fll)dy for the -royal pupil,, we are, 

footman, increafing the incumbrance. without adding 

~o the ftrength. The hifl:ory of Henry Vl L W<\nts 

pcrfpicuity: fimplicity, and almofr ev-eFy grace resp.\ired 
of the hifroric mufe. 'And ~hat is more fl.range, we 
neither difcover in this work the deep politician, the 
man of -bufinefs, . the man ~f genius, or the man of 
the world. ,It abounds with thofe colloquial fami4 

liarities, we had almofr faid vulgarifms, ~ith whic;h 
the works -o.f that reign ar-e generally infeB:ed, but 
which we d9 not e.xpeB: in this great author. Bud,. 

gell has publifhed in the Guardian, a colleB:ion .of 
- ' 
nu_mberlefs paif~ges frQm this hiftory, exempli~ying 
almoft every kind uf litefary defeB:; not with :rn in~ 
vidious defign ·to· injµ~e fo gr~at a name, but lift the 

.authority of that name Jhould fan<:tion bad writing• 
~ The prefen-i: criticifm is offere<l, ·1efl ~t fhoul_d fan(liqµ 

-bad. tafte. -
h ·1 app1 .. y, 
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happily, · not wanting in very able modern 
authors, who, living iri our own time, are 
likely to be more extenfively ufeful, from 
their intimate acquaintance ' with exifting 
circumfl:ances, and with the revolutions 
which have led to them • . 

Nothing feems to have been too great, 
or too fmall, for the univerfal mind of 
Bacon; nothing · too· high for his {hong 
and foaring . wing ; nothing too vafl for 
his extenfive grafp; nothing too deep for 
his profound f pirit of invefiigation ; no.
thing too minute for his microfcopic dif. 
cernment. Whoever dives into the depths 
of learning, or examines the intricacies of 
politics, or explores the arcana of nature, 
·or looks into the myfieries of art, or the 
doctrines of religion, or the fcheme of mo
rals, or the laws of jurifprudence, or the 
decorums of courts, or the duties of pubc 
lie conduct, or the habits of domefiic life ; 
whoever wanders among the thorns of 
metaphyfics, or gathers the flowers of rhe:
toric, or plucks the fruits of philofophy, 

will 
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'\1/ill find that this noble author has been 

his precurfor; and that he himfelf can 

fcarcely deviate into any path which Bacon 

has not previoufly explored. 

Nor did the hand which fo ably treats on 

the formation of fiates, difdain to arrange 

the plants of the field, or the flowers of 

-the parterre ; nor was the ftatefman, who 

difcourfed fo largely and fo eloquently on 

the . methods of improving kingdoms, or 

the philofopher on the means of augment~ 

ing fcience, above teaching the p-leafing art 

to felecl: the fheltered fpot for the tender 

exotic, to give minute infirucrions for 

polifhing " the dry fmooth-ihaven green,'-' 

for raifing a .firawberry, or cµltivating a 

rofe. 

His moral effays are fraught with familiar 

wifdom, and pracl:ical virtue. With this 

intellectual and · moral treafure the .royal 

pupil cannot be too intimately converfant. 

I-fis other writi11gs are too voluminous, as 

well as too various and too fcientific~ to be 

read at large ; and it is becorp e the lefs 

0 3 neceffarv~ 
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neceifary, tbe works of Bacon being the 
grand feed-plot, opt of which all the rnoderll 
gardens of philofophy, fcience, and letters, 
have peen either fown or plant~p. 

It is with deep regret we ~dd, that after 
admiring in the works of this ~on~erful 
man to what a pitch the human mind can 
foar, w~ may fee, from a few unhappy in
fiances in his condua, to what 9~1:,afement 
it can fl:oop. \Vhile his writings Hore the 
mind with wif dom and the heart with vir .. 
tue, we ffay, from his pra~ic~, take ~ 
melancholy leifon on the -imperfecrion of 
human exceilence, by the mortifying con
fiderati~n of his ingratitude as a friend, his 
adulation as a courtier, an~ his venality as 
a chancellor. 

Of the profound and various works of 
Locke, the moft accurate thinker~ ~nd the 
jufie!l reafoner , which this or per hap~ any 
other country has produced, we would par
ticularly recommend the !hort but very 
valuable treatife on the Condu[f of the Un
dedfanding. It contains a familiar and 

popula·· 
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popular illufiration of fome important dif

coveries in his mofi difiinguifhed work, 

the Effay on the Human Underftanding, 

pa-rticularly that. great and univerfal law 

_of nature" the fupport of fo many mental 

powers ,( that of memory under all its 

modifications), and which produces equally 

remarkable effe&s in the intellectual, as 

that of gravitation does in the n1aterial 

- world, the ajfociation.of ideas."--.-A work of 

which even the f ceptical rhapfodifl:, Lord 

Shaftefbury, who himfelf poifeifed mucll 

rhetoric and little logic., pronounced that 

" it may qualify men as well_ for bufinefs 

and the world, as for the fciences and the 

univerfity.'' 

There are few books with which a 

royal perfon ought to b.e more thoronghly 

acquainted, thcµi with the famous work of 

Grotius on the R_ights of War and Peace .. 

In this work 'the great principles of jufl:ice 

are applied to the highefl: polidcal pur~ 

pofes; and the foundefi: reafon , is em• 

o 4 ployed 
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ployed in the caufe of the pureft humaz:iity~ 
This valuable treatife owed its birth to the 
circumfiance of the author, a ftatefman 
and ambaifador, having, as he hin1fe_lf ob~ 
ferves, perfonally witneffed in all parts of 
the Chrifiian world, " fuch an unbridled 
Iicentioufnefs with regard to war, as the 
moft barbarous nations mjght blufu at.'·' 
" They fly to arms,'~ fays he, "on frivo
lous pretences ; and when once they have 
them in their hands, they trample on all 
laws, human ~d divine, as if from the 
time of their aifumption of arms they were 
authorifed fo to do." 

In the courfe of the work he inquires, 
with a very vigorous penetration, into the 
origin of the rights of war, its different 
kinds, and the extent of the power of the 
fovereign. He clearly explains the nature 
and extent of thofe rights, the violation of 
which authorifes the taking up arms. 
And finally, after having ably defcanted 
on all that relates to war. in its begin.ning1 

and 
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and its progrefs, he ·as ably enlarges on 

the nature of thofe negotiations and treaties_ 

.of peace which term.inate it*. 

With an intrepidity worthy of his ge

nius, he was not afraid of dedicating a 

·book containing f uch bold and hone ft 

doB:rines to a king of France. This ad

mirable treatife was found in the tent of 

the great Guftavus after his death. It had 

been one of the principal objecls of his 

fl:udy. The Swedi{h monarch knew how 

to chufe his books and his minifters. He 

* The cenfure frequently expreffed in thefe vo

fomes, ag4infl: Prini::es who inconfideratel y engage in 

war, r:;an never apply to that in which we are involved. 

A war, which;on the part of the enemy, has levelled 

the ju CT: fences which fcparated r.ations, and deflroyed 

the good faith which united them: A war, which 

on our part yvas er:.tered upon, not for conqueft but 

exi!l~nce; not from ambition but necdlity; not for 

re1,1enge but jufl:ice ; not to plunder other nations but 

to prefervc oqr ownT And not e»clufively, evell to, 

favc ourfelve ::; , but for the. refl:oration of defolated 

nations, and the final fafc.ty and repofe of the who1e 

~ivilized world. 
iludieq 
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fiudied Grotius, and he employed Oxen~ 
fliern. 

If the royal perfon would perufe a work, 
which, to the rhetoric of ancient Greece, 
and the patriot f pirit of ancient Rome, 
unites the warmth of contemporary intereft, 
and the dearnefs of domefric feeling ; in 
which, to the vigour of a rapid and in
,dignant eloquence, is fuperadded the 
widefr extent of general knowledg~, and 

" the deepeft political fagacity ;-:-a work 

Where old experience doth attain, 
To fomething like prophetic ftrain; 

a work which firfl: unlocked the hidden 
fprings of revolutionary principles ; dived 
into the complicated and almofl: un!' 
fathomable depths of political, literary, 
and moral mif chief; penetrated the dens 
and labyrinths, where anarchy, who long 
had been myfl:eriouf1 y brooding, at -length 
hatched her baleful progeny ;--laid bare 
to view the dark rece{fes, wher~ facrilege 

murder, 
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murder, treafon, regidde, and atheifm, were 

engendered.~lf Ihe would hear the warn

ing voice which firfi: founded the alarm 

in the ears of Britain, and which, by 

roufing to a fenfe of danger, kindled the 

fpirit to repel it, which in Englifhmen is 

always but one and the fame ace, ilie 

fuould perufe Mr. Burke's RefieEtians on the 

French Revolution. 

It was the peculiar felicity of this great, 

put often rnifguided man, to light at lafr ,. 

µpon a fubject, not only fingularly con

genial to the turn of his genius, but of his 

temper alfo. The accomplifhed fcholar, the 

wit of vivid imagination, the powerful orator 

.rich in imagery, and abounding in claffic 

allufion, had been previoufly ciifpfayed to 

equal advantage in his other works, but 

with confiderable abatements, from pre

judices which fometimes blinded his judg

ment, from a vehemence which often 

clouded his brightnefa.-I-Ie had never 

wanted genius ;- it would be hard to fay 

he had ever wanted integrity ;-but he 
had 
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had often wanted that confifl:ency which is· 
fo neceifary to make the parts of a great 
character cohere to each other. A patriot, 
yet not unfrequently feerning to aft againft 
theinterefl:s of his country ;-a fenator, never 

... heard without admiration, but fometimes 
without effecr ;-a fl:atefman, often embar
raffing his adverfaries, without always 
ferving his friends, or advancing his caufe. 
J3ut in this concentration of his powers, 
this union of his faculties and feelings, the 
Rejle[lions on the French R evolution, his 
impetuofity found objeB:s which rendered 
its e.x:ercife not only pardonable but lau
dable. That violence, which had fome-, 

tin1es exhaufl:ed itfelf, unworthily in party, 
or unkindly on indiYiduals, no-\v found 
full fcope for its exercife, in the unre
firained atrocities of a nation not only 
hofl:ile to Britain but to human nature 
itfelf. A nation not offending from the 
ordinary impulfe of the paffions, which 
might have been ;repelled by the ordinary 
Jneans of refiftance, but " committing the 

8 ·· nldefi: 
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oldefi: crimes the neweft kind of way," and 

uniting the bloody inventions of the mofl: 

felfifh ambition, and the headlong appetites 

of the moI't unbridled vices, with all the 

exquifite contrivances of gratuitous wicked

nefs. And happily for his fame, all the 

f ucceffive actors in the revolutionary 

drama took care to fin up to any intem

perance of language which even Mr. Burke 

could f upply. 
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CHAP. XXL~. 

The Holy Scriptures.-'I'he Old Tejlamenic• 

IN fpeaking of the nature and evidences 
of revealed religion, it was impoffible to 
avoid anticipating the f ubjeB: of this chap..;
ter, as it is fron1 the Holy Scriptures alone 
that the nature of our divine religion can 
be adequately afcertained. And as it is 
only in · that facred volume that we can 
dif co Yer thofe fl:riking congruities between 
Chriflianity and all the moral exigencies 
of man, which form fo irrefiflible an evi
dence of it~ coming from that God, " who 
" is above all, and through all, and in 
" us all." 

There are, however, fome additional 
points of view in which the Holy Scripture 
ought to be confidcred. It is doubtlefs 
mofi. deeply interefling, as it contains in it 
d1at Revelation fron1 heaven which was 

" to 
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«11 to give light to them that fat in darknefs 

. and the fhadow of death, and to guide our 

feet into the way of p€ace." But while 

w-e joyfully follow this colleB:ed radiance, 

,ve may humbly endeavour to examine 

the apparatus itfdf by which thofe beams 

of heaven are thrown on our path. Let 

us then confider ·the divine volume fome. 

what more in detail, endeavouring, at the 

fame time, not to overlook thofe features 

which it prefents to the critic, or philolo

gifi:~ l do not mean to him who, while 

he reads, affell:s · to forget that he has in 

his hands the book of God, and therefore 

indulges his perverfe or profligate fancy, as 

if he were p_erufing the poems of ·:Homer 

or of Hafez.-But I mean the Chriftian 

.critic and the Chrifiian philologift ; cha ... 

racl:ers, ~t is true, not very common, yeu 

through the mercy of God f o. exemplified 

in a few noble infl:ances, even in our own 

days, as to convince us, that in the for .. 

• mation of thefe volumes of eternal life, nG 

1 faculty, 
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faculty, no tafi:e, no impreilible point in the 
mind of man, has been left unprovided for~ 
They fhew us, too, what an extenfive field 
the facred Scriptures furnifh for thofe daf
fical labours, of which they poilibly were 
deemed fcarcely f ufceptible before the ad. 
mirabl~ Lowth gave his invaluable Prelec.;. 
tions. 

The firft circumftance which prefents 
itfelf is, the variety of compofition which 
is crowded into there narrow limits. I-Iif
torical records extending through thou
fands of years ;-poetry of almofi: every fpe
cies ;-biographic memoirs of that very 
kind which the modern world agrees to ' 
deem moft interefling ;-epifiolary corre-
f pondence which,. even for excellence of 
,manner, might challenge a comparifon 
with any compofition of that nature in the 
world; anq lardy, that fingular kind of 
writing, peculiar to this facred book, in 
which the veil that hides futurity from 
man 1s penetrated, remote occurrences fo 

anticipated, 
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anticipated, as to imply a demonfl:ration 

that God alone could have communicated 

fuch knowledge to man. 

- In the hi.ft:oric . parts, we cannot but be 
firuck with a certain peculiar confciouf .. 

nefs of accurate knowledge, ev111-cing itfelf 

· by its two grand charaB:erifl:ics, precif:Jt)n 

and fimplicity. They are not the annals 

of a nation which are before us, fo much 

as the records of a family. Truth is ob

vioufly held in f upreme value; fince, even 

'where it is difcreditable, there is not the 

flighteft: attempt to difguife it. The affec ... 

tions are cordially at work ; but they are 

h1ore filial than patriotic, and more tlevout 

than filial. To thefe writers the God of 

their fathers is · of more importance than 

their fathers themfelves. They . therefore 

preferve, with the greateft care, thofe 

tfanfattions of their ancefi:ors, which were 

connected with the moft fignal interferences 

of heaven ~ ahd no circumflance is omitted, 

by whkh additional motives might be 

afforded for that habitual reverence,- f u~ 
• J voL. rr. r preme 
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preme love, and unfhaken confidence, toe 
wards the Eternal · Father, which_ confl:i
tuted the pure and. fublirne religion of this 
fingly enlightened people. What Mofes 
magnificently expreffes in the exordium 
of that noble Ode, the 90th pfalm, contains 
the central principle which aU their 
hiftory was intended to imprefs.-" Lord, 
thou haft been our dwelling-place from 
one generation to anoth€r ; - before the 
n1ountains were brought forth, or ever 
thou hadfr made the earth and the world ; 
even from everlafring to everlafi:ing, thou 
art God/' 

Other nations have doubtlefs made their 
hifiory fubfervient to their mythology; 
or rather, being ignorant of the facts , 
they have at once gratified their national 
vanity, , and indulged. their moral de-

. pravity, in imagining offenfive and mon
firous chimeras. But do thefe humiliating 
infatuations of human kind, univerfal as 
they have · been, bear any fha.dow of ana
logy to the .divinely philofophic grandeur 

of 
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of Hebrew piety ? All other mythologic 

hifl:ories degrade our nature. This alone 

refl:ores its primeval dignity. The pious 

Jews were doubtlefs the greateft zealots 

on earth. But for whom? For no " · griefiy 

terror;'' nor "execrable fhape," like all 

other Orientalifts, ancient and modern ;

no brute, like the Egyptians, nor deified 

monfl:er, _worfe than brute, like the Greeks 

and Romans. But it was for Him, whom 

philofophers in all ages have in vain labour .. 

ed to difcover ; of whofe eharacter, never• 

thelefs, they have occafionally caught fome 

faint idea from thofe very Jews, whom they 

have def pi fed, and who, in the d~fcription 

even of the heathen Tacitus, · _awes our 

minds, and claims the natural homage of 

our hearts. "The Egyptians,'' fays that 

_unbribed evidence; in the rnidfr even of ari 

odious reprefentation nf the Jewifh nation; 

" venerate vatious animals, as well as like.i 
1., neifes of 1nonfi:ers. The Jews, acknow~ 

" ledge, ahd that with the mind only,a fingle 

" Deity. They account 'thof e to be pro.~ 

P z "phane, 
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:~ :phane,_ - who · form images · cl · God- of 
~-' -pfrifh01ble mateTials, in the likenefa of 
~\ !n~n~ 'Th@irs ·is the ·one fuprcme eternal 
!_' G{)d, : unchq11grab!e, .immortal. They 
~-'··therefore f ufler no H:atues in their cities:, 
~' and {lili lefs in their temple~. They have 
f' -never fhewn this mark ot flattery to their 
~' Kings. Th€y .have never done this 
~~ .honour to the Ca::fars*.'" 
_· .What then vvas zeal for fuch worfhip: 
a-s. 1his., but the purdl: reafon, and the 
highefl: magnaminity? And how wife as
·welI ·as heroic do they appear ·wh.o- .made· 
no ac6:ount oJ life in fuch a caufe r 
~-~ _O King,'' fay they, "' we am not careful 
'--' · to anfwer thee in this matter. Our God· 
~-: whom we ferve is able to deliver us, and· 
';' he will deliver us out of thine hand.. Bu~ ~ . . -

. 

" if not, be it know11 unto thee, that ,we 
~' wi1l not ferve thy Gods, nor worfhip the 
" golden image v.rhich thou hail fet up .. " 
, .. Of fuch a reli_gion as this, what cin be 

~. T acit L:s Hilt. Lib. v-. r'.. . . . . ~ 

more-
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more interdl:ing tfo1n the fimple, the 2.ffet; 

tionate hifi:ory ? it is not men whom · it 

·cdebrate-s; -it is•'' Him who· only hath im

n1ortality, who clwelleth in the l~~ht which 

no .man can approach· unto/' And how 

does it _. reprefent . him? That fingle e:x-

preffion of the patriarch ·Abaraham wiU 

fully inforn1 us: " Wilt thou alfo deftroy 

the righteous .with the wicked? That be 

far from thee ! Shall not the judge of all 

the earth do -right?,'' A. fentiment, £hart 

and fimple as it is, which carries more light 

to the mind, and mo-re . confol~tion to the 

heart, than all the volumes ofall tl1e philo .. 

fopher~ 

. But what ~as the moral efficacy of this 

religion P Let the youthful Jofeph tdl us: 

Let him, at the moment of his viEtory over 

all that has mofl effelt.ually f ubdued human 

nature, difcover to us where his firength 

lay.-" How,"· fay~ he, "£hall I do this. 

great wickednefs, and fin againfi: God." ·. 

Of the leffer excellencies of thefe hi.CT:oric 

fe.{:ords, little on the prefeJit ·9ccafion can~ 

:r 3 and 
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and happily, little needs be faid. If th@ 
matter is unmixed truth, the manner is 
unmixed nature. Were the refearches of 
Sir William ·Jones, and thofe who have 
followed him in the fame tr~ck, valuable 
on no other account, they would be inefii
mable in this refpea, that through what 
they have difcovered and tranflated, we are 
enabled to compare other eafl:ern compofi
tions with the facred books of the Hebrews, 
the refult of which comparifon, fuppofing_ 
only tafle an? judgment to decide, muft 
ever be this, that, in many infi:ances,nothing 
can recede farther from the fimplicity of 
truth and nature than the one, nor more 
confiantly exhibit . both than the other. 
This affertion may be applied with peculiar 
jufinefs to the poetic parts of the Old Tefta~ 
ment. The characrer of the eaflern poetry, 
in general, would feem to be that of fl6rid
nefs and exuberance, with little of the true 
f ublime, and a confl:ant endeavour to oub 
do rather than to imitate nature. The 
Jewiih poetry feems to have be~n cafi: in 

the 
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the mofl: perfect -mould. The expreffions 

are fl:rict:ly fubordinate to the· fenfe ; and 

while nothing is more energetic, nothing 

is more fimple and natural. If the language 

be fl:rong, it is the fl:rength of fentiment 

allied with the fl:rength ~f genius which 

alone produces it. For this fl:riking diffi

milarity the difference of fubjecl: will 

account. There is one God.-This is per

fect fimplicity. He is omnifcient, omni

potent, infinite, and eternal.-"Fhis is fub

limity beyond which nothing can rife. 

What evinces this to be the real fource of 

excellence in Hebrew poetry is, that no 

infl:ances of the fublime, in the whole com.

pafs of human compofition, will bear a 

comparifon with what the Hebrew poets 

fay of the Almighty. For example : what 

in all the poetry, even of I-fomer, is to be 

compared with this . paifage of David? 

" Whither £hall I go from thy f pirit, or 

" whither fuall I flee from thy prefence ? 

" If I climb up into heaven, thou art there; 

~' if I make my bed in hell, thou art there; 

H if I take the wings of the morning, and 

P 4 " dwell 
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" dwell in the uttermoft part of the fea.,, 
" even there fhall · thy hand lead me, and. 
" thy right hand fhall hold me/' 

It is a peculiarity of I-Iebrew poetry, 
that it alone, of all the poetry we know of 

.in the world, retains hs poetic fl:rull:ure in 
tbe mofi: literal tranfiation ; nay indeed, the 
more literal the tranflation, the lefs the poetry 
is injured. The reafon is, that the facred 
-poetry of the Hebrews does not appear to 
depend on cadence or rythm, or any thing 
merely verbal, which literal tranflation into 
· another language necdfarily defhoys; but 
on a method of giving to each diflinc1: idea 
a two.fold exprefiion, fo that when the 
poetry of the Old Teflament is perfect, anc\ 
not injured by erroneous tranfiation, it exa 
hibits a feries of couplets, in which the 
fecond member of each couplet repeats the 
fame, or very nearly the fame fenfe, in a 
varied manner.-As in the beginning of 
J:he 9 5th pfalm : 

0 come let us fing unto the' Lord, 
Let us heartily rejoice in the ftreµ~th of our falva~ 

tion; 

Let 
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.Let us come before his prefence with thankrg-1ving, 

And fhew ourfelves glad in him with praJms; 

For the Lord is a great God, 

· And a great King above all gods ; 

In his hand are the deep places of the earth, 

And the frrength of the hills is his alfo. · 

The motive for adopting fuch · a :fhulture 

we eafily conceive 10 have been, that the 

compofition might be adapt~d to refponfive 

finging. But, can we avoid acknowledging 

a m:uch deeper purpofe of in.finite wifdom, 

that that poetry which was to be tranllated 

into all languages, ihould be of fuch a kind 

as literal tranilation could not decompofe? 

On the fubjecr of I-febrew poetry, how~ 

ever, it is only neceifary to refer the reader 

to biihop Lowth"s work already mentioned, 

and to that fhorter, but mofl: luminous dif-:

courfe on this fubjecr~ pre:qxed to the fame 

txcellent author's tranilation of Ifaiah. 
' . ... ' 

Moral philofophy, in its truefl: and noble.fr 

f enf e, is to Qe found in every part of the 

Scriptures. Revealed religion being, in. 

fact, that "day fpring from on high," of 

whofe happy effeas th~ :pagan philofopher$ 

h~d 
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had no knowledge, and the want of which 
they were always endeavouring to fop
ply by artificial but mofi. delufive con
trivances. But the portion of the facred 
volume which is 1nofi. di!lincrly appro
priated to this f ubjecr, are the books of 
Ecclefia!les and Proverbs. In the former 
of thefe, amid fome difficult paffages, 
obfcured to us by our ignorance of 
ancient nations and manners, there are 
f ome of the deepeft reflections on the 
vanity of all things earthly, and on the in
dif penfible neceffity of fincere religion in 
order to our eafe and happinefs, that ever 
came from the pen of man. It aiferts the im
mortality of the foul, of which fome have 
fuppofed the Jews ignorant, in terms the 
n1ofl: unequivocal. " Then ihall the d uft 
re.turn to the earth as it was, and the /pirit 

Jhall return to God who gave it." And it 
ends with a corollary to which every human 
heart ought to ref pond, becaufe all jufi: re
flecl:ion leads to it.-" Let us hear the 
,onclufion of the whole matter; fear God 

and 
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nd keep his commandments, for this is 

the whole of man.-For God will bring 

every work into judgment, with every 

fecret thing, whether it be good, or whether 

it be evil." 

The Proverbs are an invaluable fummary 

ef every f pecies of practical wifdom. The 

firft nine chapters being a difcourfe on true 

wifdom, that is, fincere religion as a prin

ciple, and the remainder a fort of magazine 

of all its varied p~rts, civil, facial, domeftic, 

and perfonal, in this world ; together with 

dear and beautiful intimations of happinefs 

in a life to come. As for example:-" The 

path of the juft is as a fhining light which 

fhineth more and more unto the perfetl: 

day." }-Iere one of the moft delightful 

objects jn nature, the advancing dawn of 

the morning, is adduced as the emblem of 

that growing comfort and cheerfulnefs 

which infeparably attend a life of pjetye 

What then, by inevitable analogy, is that 

perfea day in which it is made to terminate, 

but the eternal happinefs of heaven? Both 

thefe 
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thefe books, with the greater part of the 
Pfalms, have this fuitable peculiarity to the 
prefent occafion, that they iff ued from a 
l"oyal pen. They contain a wifdom, truly, 
which belongs to all, but they alfo have 
much in them which peculiarly concerns 
thofe, who, by providential deftination, ar~ 
ihepherds of the people. The _ 1 o 1 fr Pfalm, 
in partkular, may be confidered as a kind 
pf abridged manual for Princes, efpecially 
·.µ the choice of th~ir comp.any. 

CHAP 
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CHAP. XXX. 

1:he Holy Scriptures.-'The New 'Teflamen o 

THE biographk part of the New Tefi:-a

ment is above all human eflimation, becaufe 

it contains th€ portraiture of" him in whom 

dwells-the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily." 

If it were, therefore, our hard lot to fay 

what individual part of the Scriptures we 

!hould wifh to refcue from an otherwife ir~ 

n:pat.able deftruclion, ought it not to be 

that part which defcribes to us the conduct; 

and preferves . to us the inflructions of God 

manifejl in the fiejh? Worldly Chriflians 

have affected fometimes to prefer the Gof

pels to the reft of rhe New Tefl:ament, on 

the intimated ground that our Saviour was 

a lefs · fevere preceptor, and more of a mere 

moraEfi, than his infpired followers, whofe 

writings make up the fequel of the New 

Tdl:a•ment. But ·never f urely was there a 

groifer 
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gro!fer delufion. If the object be to prob · 
the heart of man to the centre ; to place 
before him th~ terrors of that God, who to 
the wicked "is a confuming fire;" to con
vince hin1 of that radical change which 
mufi: take place in his whole nature, of 
that total conquefi: which he mufi: g?-in 
over the world and himfelf, before he ca.n 
be a true fubjeB: of the l\!Ieiliah's fpiritua,t 
kingdom; and of the defperate difappoint .. 
ment which n1ufi: finally await all who reft 
in the n1ere profdiion, or even the plaufi~ 
ble outfide of Chrifiianity ; it is from our 
Lord's difc'ourfts that we iliall find the 
moil refifrlefs means of accompliiliing each 
of thefe awfully important purpofes. 

To the willing difciple our Saviour fa 
indeed the gentleft of inf.1:ructors ; to the 
contrite penitent he is the mofl: cheering 
of comforters ; to weaknefs he is moll 
encouraging ; to infirmity, unfpeakably 
indulgent ; to grief or di{hefs of whatever 
fort, he is a pattern of tendernefs. But in 
all he fays or does, he has one invariabl~ 

, objea 
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object jn view, to which all the refr is but 

fubfervient. He lived and taught, he died 

and rofe again, for this one end, that he 

might " redeem us from all iniquity, and 

purify us unto himfelf a peculiar people 

zealous of good works." I-Iis uniforn1 

declarations, therefore, are-" Ye cannot 

ferve God and Mammon.-Where your 

treaf ure is, there will your heart be alfo." -

" If thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, 

and caft it from thee."-" Except a n1an 

deny himfelf, and take up his crofs daily 

and follow me, he cannot be my difciple.,, 

To corrupt human nature. thefe lelfons 

~an never be made engaging. Their object 

is to conquer, and finally to eradicate that 

corruption. · To indulge it, therefore, in 

any infl:ance, is wholly to reject them; fince 

it is not with particular vices that Chrift 

contends, nor will he be fatisfied with par

ticular virtues. But he calls us, indifpen~ 

fibly, to aflate of mind, which contains, as 

in a root or principle, all pofiible virtue, 

and which avoids with equally fincere 

8 dete!lation 
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detefiation every f peties of evil. But ·ta 
human nature itfelf, · as difi:intt from its 
depravity, to native tafl:e, found difcrimi
nating fenfe, ju.fl and delicate feeling, com
prehenfive judgment, profound humility~ · 
and genuine magnanimity of mind, no. 
teacher upon this earth ever fo adapted 
himfelf. In his inexhaufiible imagery, 
his appropriate ufe bf all the common oc
currences of life, his embodying the deepefr 
wifdom in the plaine.fl allegories, and mak
i~g familiar occurrences the vehicle of mo.fl 
momentous infhuB:ion, in the dignified 
eafe with which he utters the profounde.fl 
truths, the majefiic feverity which he mani
feflswhere hollow hypocrify ,narrow bigotry, 
unfeeling felfifhnefs, or any clearly delibe
rate vice called fo rth his holy indignation ; 
in thefe ch'1racl:ers we recognize the pureft, 
and yet mofl: popular, the mofi awful, and 
yet the mofl amiable of all infirucl:ors. 
And when we read the Gofpels with rightly. 
p repared hearts, we fee him with our mind's 
eye, as he acrually was in this world, fcarc e 

lefs 
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lefs effeB:ually than thofe who lived and 

converfod with him. We too " behold his 

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 

the Father, full of grace ~nd truth." 

, The AB:s of the Apofi:lcs belong in foQle 

degree to the biographic clafs. Where the 

matter of a work is of the deepefi moment, 

the mere agreeablenefs of its manJ1er is of 

lefs importance. But where a frriking 

provifion has been made _for pleafure, as 

well as benefit, it would be ingratitude as 

-well as infenfibility not to notice it. It is 

indeed impoffible for a reader of tafre, not 

to ·:be delighted with the combination of 

excellencies, ·which this iliort but mofi: 

eventful narrative exhibits. Nothing but 

.. clearnefa and accuracy appear to be aimed 

at, yet .every thing which · can give interefr 

,to f uch .a work is auaioed. Neither Xeno

•phon nor Crefar could fiand a compatifon 

with it. . St. Luke in this piece has feen 

· e~ery thing fo . clearly, . has i;inderfiood it fo 

Jully, and has expreffed it fo appofitely, 

as· to need only a fimple rend~ing of his 

VOL. II. Q.. own 

, 
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own exact words· in otder to his havingJ 
~n every -language, th~ air of au- ·original. 
· The epih:olary part of the New Tefia,. 
111ent is, perhaps, that with which the gene .. 
rality of readers are leafl: acquainted. Some 
profefs to be difcouraged by the intricacy 
of the fenfe, particularly in the writings of 
St. Paul ; and others fairly acknowledge, 
thJt they conceive this part of Scripture to 
be of lefs 1noment, as being chiefly occupied 
in obfolete controverfies peculiar to the 
time in which they were written, confe-• 
quently uninterefi:ing to us.. Though our 
limits do not admit of a particular reply to 
·thofe unfounded prejudices, yet we 'Cannot 
forbear regretting, what appears to be a 

-·lamentable ignorante of the nature and 
defign of Chrifl:ianity, which diftinguifhes 
our times, and which has given rife to 

· both thefe fuppofitions. They, for eXi• 
,:ample, who regard religion but as a more 
fublimated fyfiem of n1orality, and look for 
nothing in the Scripture but rules of moral 
conduct, n1ufl: neceffarily _feel themfelves 

at 
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at a fiand, when fomething infinitely deeper 

feems to prefent it[elf before them. But, 
. if it were firfl: fully known, \vhat the Chrif-, 

tianity of the Apoftles acrually was, their 

fenriments would foon become intelligible. 

They treat of Chriftianity as an inward 

principle fiiH more than as a rule of con

duct. They by no means negletl the 

latter; but the former is their leading ob- · 

jell:. In frria obfervance of that maxim, 
fo varioufly given by their divine mafrer

" Make the tree good, and its fruit will 

be good." ---- They accordingly defcribe a 

'procefs, which, in order to real. gooclnefs, 

mufl: take place in the depths of the heart. 

They detecl: a _root of evil, which di[quaE

fies n1an for all real virtue, and deprives 

him of all real happinefs~ And they de .. 

fcribe an influence, proceeding from God 

himfelf, through a divine Mediator, ready 

to be communicated to all who feek. it, by 

which this evil nature is overcome, and a 

holy and heavenly natur·e formed in its 

room. They defcribe this change as tak-

Q...2 mg 
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111g piace by means of the truths and fact~ 
revealed in th~ GofpeI, irnpreffi.ng ~h'errt.1 
felves by the power of God1s holy Spirit 
upon the mind and heart; in E:onfequenett 
of which, new defires, new te1,fies, new 
powers, and new purfuits fuce::eed. Things 
temporar fink down into com·plete f ubor
dination to things eternal;: and fo prem6' 
love to God, and unfeigned charity to man; 
pecome the n1afl:er.paffions 0f the foul.: 
Thefe are the fnbje6:s which are chiefly 
dwelt on in the Epi(Hes, and they \vi}l always
in a m·eafure be unintdligible ta rhof e who 
do not "'re<;:eiv€ the tn1th i:n tlHs hwe of it."' 
Even in many human purfuits., aB:ual 
practice is- indi.f penfrble to a clear under"' 
fianding of the principles. 

If this be a fa~r fiate of the cafe, ought 
w:e not to fiudy thefe portions 0f SGripturn 
with an attenti0n f uitable to· their acknow
ledged· depth, ir.ifl:ead of attempti'ng to 
force a meaning upon them, at the expence 
~f common fenfe, in order to make t1_1em 
fcem to correfpond with our fop erficial 

·el-ic: ion? u 
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religion? Should we not rather endeavou1• 

to bring our religion to a conformity with 

their plain and literal import? Such at

tempt~., fincerely made, would foon give 

dearnefs to the underftanding ; and a more 

,than philofophit confiftency ,as well as a more 

than bum.an energy, would be found there, 

where all before had feemed perplexed and 

ohfcure. 1.l.J fi! do not however deny, that 

tfae EpifHes contain more reference than 

th€ Gof pels to Jewi£h cuftoms, and to a 

variety of local and temporary circumflances 

nor weH underfi:ood by us. Yet, though 

written to individual n1en, and to particular 

churches; not only general inferences, ap

plicable to us; may be drawn from particu

lar infi:ru.crions, but, by means of them, 

the mofl: important <locrrines are often 

pointedly exhibited .. 

Where this truly Chrifrian difcernment 

is exercifed, it will be evident how much 

it f oft ens and enlarges the heart ! how it 

e}.Ctends and illuminates the mental view ! 
' I 

how it quickens and. invigorates fee_ling,.! 

Q.,°3 how 
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how it fits the mind for at once attending 
to the minutefr, and comprehending the 
vafl:eil: things ! In fhort, how pure, how 
wife, how difinterefred, how hea:ve~ly ,~I 
had almofi: faid, how morally omnipotent 
it makes its complete votary ! 

On this head we will add but one re
mark more.-_Even through the mediun1 of 
a tranflation, we obferve a I remarkable 
difference of manner in the apofl:olic · wri-' 
ters. There is indeed a very clofe refem".' 
blance between the views and topics of 
St. Paul and St. Peter, though with much 
difference of ftyle. But St. James and 
St. John differ from both thefe, and from 
~ach other, as much as any writers could, 
who agree cordially in one gener;l end. 
The Chrifi.ian philofopher will be able to 
account for this difference, by its obvious 
correfpondence with what he fees daily in 
natural tempers. In St. John he will dif; 
cover the cafl: and turn of a fublimely con
templative mind, penetrating the inmofl 
f prings of moral aclion, and vi~wing the 

1 he~.;·~ 
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l1eart as alone fecured and perfet:1:ed by an 

habitual filial reyer.ence to,-. and, as he ex

preffes it, " ,comrounion with, the Fe..ther of 

Spirits." Jn St. James he will fee the 

marks of a_plain and more practical mind, 

vigilantly guarding . againfl: the deceits anc.l 

dangers· of the world, and fomew hat jealous 

left fpeculation .fbou:ld_, in any infl:ance, be 

n1ade a pr.etext for Begligence in pracl:ice. 

And laflly, he will perhaps recogoize in 

St. Paul, that mofl: powerful character of 1 

mind, which, being-under the inf1 uence .of 

RO particular temper, but poffeiling each in 

its full flrength, and all in due temperament·, 

gives no colouring to any objecl but what 

it aclually p.offeffes, purfues each v.aluabl< 

end ·in {hi.E.t proportio~1 to its worth, anc\ 

varies its felf.direcl:ed .cour[e, ,in compliance 

with no attraction, but that of truth, o . 

fitnefs, and of utility. In fuch a variety, 

then, he will find a new evidence to the trut h 

of Chriflianity, which is , thus alike attcfl: ec,! 

by witneffes t_he mofl diverfified ; and l c 

wiJ1, with humble gratitude, c;.dore IhJI 

Q..4 con . 
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condefcending wifdom afld goodnefs, whic'h 
has thus, within the facred -volume itfelf, 
:recognized, and even provided for, thofe 
difiincl:ions of the human mind, for which 
weak mortals are fo unwilling to make 
allowance in each other. -

The prophetic part is mentioned lafl:, be
eaufe it peculiarly extends °itfolf through 
the whole of the divine volume. It com .. 
mences with the firft encouraging promife 
which was given to man after the primeval 
tranfgreffion, and it occupies the lafl: por
tion of the New Tefi:ament. It n1ight 
naturally have been expected, that in a 
revelation from the Sovereign of all events, 
the future defigns of Providence fhould be 
fo far intimated, as clearly to evince a 
·more than human forefight, and by con
fequence a divine origin. It might alfo 
have been thought probable, that thofe 
prophecies fhould embrace f o extended a 
fe,ries of future occurrences, as to provide 
for f ucceffive confirmations of the re vela. 
tion, by f ucceffive fulfilmeF1ts of the pre-

dictions. 
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rlicl:ions. And laflly, it might be thought 

reafonable, that while fuch intimations 

Ihould be fufficiently clear to be explained 

by the aaual event, they fhould not be fo 

explicit as to gratify curiofity ref peB:ing 

future contingencies ; fuch an anticipatio 

of events being clearly unfuitable to that 

kind of moral government under which 

. the author of our nature has placed us. 

It is conceived that f uch precifely are the 

charaB:ers of thofe predictions which are fo 

numerous in the Scripture. They point to 

a continued f ucceffion of great occurrences; 

but, in general, with f uch fcattered rays of 

light,- as to furniili few materials for pre

mature fpeculation. Even ·to the prophet! 

himfelf the profpea is probably enveloped 

in a deep mifl:, which, while he looks in

tently, feems for a fhort fpace to open, and 

to prefent before him certain grand objeB:s, 

whofe fleeting appearances he imperfealy 

catches,. but whofe conneB:ion with, or 

remotenefs from, each other he has not 

f uflicient light to difl.:inguiili. 
Thefo 
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'Thefe remarks, however, apply rnoft 
firictly to prophecies of remote events-9 
When ne4rer occurrences are foretold, 
whether relating to the Jewi:fh nation, or to 
the- countries in its neighbourhood, there is 
often a furprifing .clearnefs, as if in thef e 
cafes, the intention was to dire.cl cond uB: 
for the prefent, as well as confirn1 faith by 
the . refult. And in a few important in:
ftances, even difiant futurity is fo difiinclly 
contemplated, as to make f uch pr,edicl:ion.g 
a perma~ent; and, to ·ev·ery candid read.er, 
an irrefragable evidence, that a _volume fo 
undeniably ancient, and yet fo unequivo
cally predi.cti:ve, can be no other than 
divine. 

Of this lafi clafs of prophecies, as mofr 
directly interefting, it may not b.e ufelefa 
t.o ;point out the following ftriking exam
ples. 'The denunciation by Tv1ofes, of what 
fhould be the final fate of th_e Jews, in cafe 
of obftinate difobedience * .--lfaiah' ail~ 
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nifuing picture of the fufferi:r1gs, death, and 

f{lbfequent triumph .of the Redeemer*; a 

prediction upon which every kind of fo

phifl:ry has bgen tried in vain.-The dream 

of Nebuchadnezzar, with Daniel's inter

pretation t; a prophecy which contains in 

it an abfolute demonfiration of revealed 

religion.'--Daniel's own viGon of the fou1 

empires, and of that divine one which 

fhould fucceed them t• I-Iis amazing pro

phecy of the feventy weeks§, which, how .. 

ever involved in obfcnrity as to niceties of 

chronology, is, in dearnefs of prediction, a 

fl:anding miracle; its fulfilment in the death 

of the Meffiah, and the defirucl:ion of J eru

falem being as felfevident, as that Cc:efar 

meant to record his own aEl:ions in his 

Commentaries. To thefe I would add, 

lafily, that wonderful reprefentation of the 

papal tyranny in the Apocalypfe II, which, 

however involving fome obkurc circum(" 

-~ Ifaiah, liii. 
6 Danie11 ix. 

-I' Dan id, ii. 
!I C'h,10. n i·. 

t Danid, vii: , 
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ftances, is n~v~rthelefs fo luminous an in. 
fiance as to preclude the poffibility of eva
:fion. The extreme jufinefs of the flate
ment refpefling papal Rome mull: force 
itfelf on every mind, 4t all acquainted with 
the ufual language of the Old Tefi:ament 
prophets, and with the aqthentk facts of 
ecc lefiaflical hifl:ory. 

Among circqmfi:anfril propheci(;s of near 
events, may be reckoned Jeremiah's pre,. 
diction of thr:; taking of Babylon * by the 
Icing of the 1\/Iedes, op. which the hifi:ory 
of the event, as given by Xenophon in the 
-Cyropedia, is the beft poffible comment.._.. 
The prophecy of the fall of Tyre in Eze
kiel t, in which there is th~ mofi: remarkabl~ 
detail of the n1att~r of ancient commerce 
that is perhaps to be ciny where found.-, 
But of all fuch prophecies, that of our 
Saviour, refpeB:ing the deflruB:ion of Jeru~ 
falem, as given in repe4ted parables and 
exprefs denunciations, is p.1ofl deeply wor~ 
thy the attention of the Chrifi:jan reader. 

* Jeremiah, I~ and Ii. t Eze};;iel, xxvi. and xx vii . 

.A qu~f~ 



THE NEW TESTAMENT. '237 

A queftion has been fi:arted among fch -

lars ref peB:ing the double fenfe of prophecy; 

but it feems afionifning to any plain reader 

of the Bible, how it could ever becon1e a 
matter of doubt.-What can be more like! y, 

fur infl:ance, than that fome prefent event in 

\vhich David was interefied,perhapshis inat -

guration, f uggefted to him the fubject of the 

fecond pfalm? Yet, what can be more evident 

than that h€ defcribes a dominion infinitely 

beyond what can be attributed to any 

earthly potentate? The _ fall: feems to be, 

that th~ J ewi{h difpenfation being, in it(' 

moil leading parts, a prefiguration of the 

Chrifl:ian dif penfation, and the moft cele

brated perfons, as well as events, being typi

cal of what· wa& to eom:e, the prophetic 

fpirit could not eaiily contemplate the typ·e 

without being carried forward to its com

pletion. And, therefore, in alm.ofl: every 

cafe of the kind, the more ren1ote object 

draws the attenti0n of 'the prophet, as if 

infeniibly,, from the nearer. The greatnefa

of the one .naturally eclipiing. the co1npa::-a .. 
uve 
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tive littlenefs of the other. This occurs iri 
fuch a number of inrrances; as to form one 
of the n1oft prominent characters of pro
phecy. 

,-Ve {hall con dude the f ubjeo: with ob
ferving on that over-ruling Providence 
·v;,hich took care that the Scriptures of the 
Old Teflament {hould be tranilated into the 
Greek language, before the original dialect 
became obfcure, by which means, not only 
a moH:: imponant preparation was mad~ for 
the fuller manifefi:ation which was to follow; 
but the fenfe of the Scriptures, in all im .. 
portant infiances, was fo unequivocally 
fixed, as to furni{h both a guide for the 
learned Chrifl:ian in after-times, and a 
1neans of confronting Jewifh mifreprefenta
tions with the indifputable acknowledge-
1nents of earlier Jews, better ufed to the 
fanguage, and uninfluenced by any preju
dice. And, may we add, that the choice 
of the G-reek for the original language of 
the New Tefiament, is not lefs worthy of 
attention? By that wife and grac10us ar .. 

rangement,, 
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rangement, every lineament and every point 

of.our divine religion has acquired an im
perifhable charafier ; fince the learned have 

agreed, that no language is fo capable of 

exprefiing every minute di.flinclion and 

fhade of thought and feeling, or is fo inca

pable of ever becoming equivocal : the 

works which have been compofed in it, 
enfuring its being ftudied to the end of the 

world. 

II' •• • 
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CHAP.- XXXI. 

On the Abzffe of 'lerms.-Enthefiafin.-Su. 
perflition.-Zeal for religious Opinions no 

, Proof of Religion. 

To guard the mind fron1 prejudice is no 
unimportant part of a royal education. 

Names govern the wor Id. They carry 

away opinion, decide on character, and 

-determine practice. Names., therefore, are 
'Of more importance than we are aware. 
\Ve are apt to bring the quality down to 

the fiandard which the nan1e efl:ablifhes, 

and our praB:ice rarely rifes higher than 

·he curren~ term. which we ufe_ when we 

fpeak of ite 
The abufe of terms has at all times been 

an evil. To enumerate only a few infl:ances. 

We do not pref ume to decide· on the mea

f ure which gave birth to the clamour, 

when we affert, that in the progrefs of that 
· clamour~ 
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·damour, greater violence has fddom been 
pff.erecl to fanguag.e than in the forced union 
of rh.e t'\.vo tern:1s, Liberty and Property *. 
A coajunclion of words, by m<i:n who were, 
at the fame time, labouring to disjoin the 
things. If 11berty, in their fenfe, had been 
efiablifh.ed, property would have had an 
end, or ra.ther would have been transferred 
to thofe, who, in fecu.ring what they termed 
their liberty, would have made over to · 

· them[elves that property, ·in the pretended 

defence of which the outcry was made .. 
At a more r.ecent period, the term {!quality 
has been fubfl:ituted for that of p.r.operty. 

The word w.as - adtered, hut .the ·princi-pl~ 
reta:ine.d. And, as the ipreceding cla.mo,ur 
for lih~r.ty ~¥as only a -p-1-aufiblti! .~av.er for 
rnak,i:ng property chang.e hands, {o it has of 
lat.e been tacked to equality, with •a view -to 

m.ake pow.er change hands. 'ThHs, term~ 
th~ mo.ft popular and im.pofing, hav€ be~-n 
uniformly uifed as the iWatca-wo.rds ,of 
tumult, p1t1nder, and fedition. 

:JJ. By \i\Tilkes, and his fattion . ' 
, 

:v:o,L. u . R But 
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But the abufe of terms, and efpecially 
their unneceifary adoption, is not always 
limited to the vulgar and the -mifchievous. 
It ,vere to be wiihed that thof e perfons of a 
better cafl, who are firenuous in counter
acting the evils themfelves, would never 
naturalize any terms which convey revo
lutionary ideas. In England, at leaH:, let 
us have no ch1ic honours, no organization 
of plans. 

There are perhaps few words which the 
reigning practice has more warped from its 
legitimate meanjng and ancient ufage than 
the term proud. Let us try whether John
fon's definition fanctions the adopted ufe.
" Proud," fays that accurate philologifl, 
'~ means, elated - haughty- daring-pre-
fumptuous-oflentatious," &c. &c. Yet, do 
we not continually hear, not merely the 
journalifl: and the pamphleteer, but the 
lcgiilator, and the orator, fages who give 
law, not to the land only, but to the lan
guage, ufing the term exclufively, in an 
honourable fen[e.-" They are proud to 

acknow-
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acknowledge, " - " proud to confefs." 

Infread of the heart-felt language of grati

tude foi; a deliverance or a victory, we hear 

of "a proud day,"-'' a proud circum

fiance, "-" a proud event;"-thus raifing 

to the dignity of virtue, a term to vvhich 

lexicographers and moralifl:s have annex.ell 

an odious, and divines an unchrifl:ian fenfe. 

If pride be thus enrolled in the lifl: of 

virtues, mufl: not humility, by a natur, l 

confequence, be turned over to the cata

logue of vices ? If pride_ was made for man, 

has not the Bible afferted a falfehood ? 
In tbe age which fucceeded to the re

formation, " holinefs " and " practical 

piety" were tJ1e terms employed by divine,: 

when they would inculcate that conduct 

which is f uitable to Chrifl:ians. The very 

·words conveyed a folemnity to the mind, 

_calculated to affifl in raiGng it to the pre

fcribed fl:andard. But thofe very terms 

being unhappily ufed, during the ufurp~

tion, as rnarks to cover the ·worft purpofes, 

became, under Charles, epithets of ridicule 

R 2 



an<l reproach; and were fuppofed to impiy 
hypocrify and falfe pretence. And when, 
in a fubfequent period, decency refumed 
her reign, and virtue was countenanced, 
nnd religion refpeB:ed ; yet 1nere decorum 
was too often fubfiituted for religious 
energy, nor was there f uch a general . fu
periority to the dread of cenfure, as was 
f ufficient to reflore the ufe of terms, whidt 
hypocrify had al;rnfed, and licentioufnefa 
derided*. 

'~ It is however to be obferved, that: at no peri0d,, 
perhaps, in Engl~{h ·hiftory, was there a more ftria 
at tention to public morals, or a more open avowal of 
1·eligionJ than dnring the fhort r.eign of ~1een Mary. 
N othing was, with that ex.cellent Princefs, fo mo
mentous an object, as that religion might attain it~ 
jufl: credit, and difTu.fe its effectual influences amon-gft 
fociety. Upon this her deepefl: thoughts were fixed; 
to this her moft affid~10Ns endeavours were dire8.ed., 
And it was not wholly in vain. A f pirit of pious
activity fprrnd itfelf both through clergy and laity. 
R eligious men took frefh courage to avow thernfelves, 
;i:,d merciful men laboured in the caufe of humanity 
with increafed zeal and focc efs. It fcems to have 
been under this brief, but aufpicious government, that. 
the diffolnte habits of the two former reigns received. 
their firll effeftual check. 

lndiff erence 
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Indifference in fome aifumed the name 

of moderation, and zeal in others either 

grew .cool, or was afhan1ed to appear warm .. 

The ftandard of langu_age was either let 

clown to accon1modate itfelf to the fiandard 

of practice, or piety itfelf was taken fome 

notes lower, to adapt it to the efrabli{hed 

phrafeoiogy .. --Thus, morality, for inflance, 

which heretofore had only been ufed ( and 

very properly) as one name among.fl: many, 

to exprefs right .conduct, now began to be 

erected into the exclufive term. The term 

itfelf is mofi: unexception~ble. Would that 

all who adopt it, acl:e.d up to the reB-itud(! 

it implies .! but, partly from _its having been 

antecedently ufed to exprefs the pagan vir

tues ; partly from its having be?n fet up 

by 1nodern philofophers, as oppofed to the 

peculiar graces of Chrifrianity, and- confe

q uentl y converted by them. into an infiru-

1nent for d.ecryjng religion; .and partly 

becaufe ·m~ny who profefs to write theories 

of morality, have founded them on c). mere 

worldly principle, we co!Jln}only fee jt 

~ 3 employee.} 
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employed not in its own diffincr and limited 
meaning, but, on the contrary, as a fubft:i
tute for that comprehenfive principle of 
elevated, yet rational piety, which forms at 
·once the vital fpring · and eifential cha-
raB:erifl:ic of Chrift:ian conduct. 

It is necefiary a~fo to apprize thofe 
whofe minds we are forming, that ·when 
they ,vifh to inquire into the characters of 
men, jr is of importance to afcertain · the 
principles of him who gives the charalt:er, 
in order to obtain a fai·r knowledge of him 
of whom the ch2.racl:er is given. To ex
emplify this-remark by the term enthufiafm. 
vVhile the wife and temporate ChriCT:ian 
deprecates enthufiafm as highly pernicious, 
even when he hopes it n1ay be honeft:-r 
jufl:ly afcribingit to a perturbed and unfound, 
or, at lea ft, an over eager and weak mind
the irreligious man, who hates piety, when 
he fancies he only hates fanaticifm, applies 
the tenn enthufiafi: to every religious per
fon, however fober his piety, or however 
correct his conduct. 

But 
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But even he who is far from remarkable 

for pious ardours, may incur the ftigma of 

enthufiafm, when he happens to come under 

the cenfure of one who piques himfelf on 

ftill greater latitude of fentiment. Thus, 

he who profeffes to believe in " the only 

begotten Son of God as in glory equal with 

the Father," will be deemed an enthufiafl: 

by him who embraces the chilling doctrines 

of Socinus. And we have heard, as if it 

were no uncommon thing, of a French phi. 

lofopher of the highefi: clafs, accounting his 

friend un peu fanatique, merely becaufe the 

latter had f ome f ujpicion that there was a 

God. In fact, we may apply to enthufiafm, 

what has been faid on another occafion : 

Afk where's the North-At Yark, 'tis on the 

Tweed, 

In Scotland, at the Orcades ; and there, 

At Greenland, Zembla. · 

But, it may be afked, has religious enthu

fiafm, after all, no definite meaning? or 

are religion and frenzy really fo nearly allied, 

that no clearly difiincl:ive line can be drawn 

R 4 between 
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between them ? One of our mofr eminent 
writers _ has told us, that " enthufiafm is a 
kind of excefs in devotion, and that fuper• 
ftition is th,e excefs, nq-t only of devotion, 
but of religion in general,"-A firang.e 
definition! For what is devotion, and what 
is religion, if we cannot be in earnefl in 
thetn, without· hazarding our rationality1 
which, however, mufl: be the cafe, if this 
definition were accurate? For, if the ex'.cefs 
~f devotion were enthufiafm, and the excefa 
of religion were fuped1:ition,it would follow> 
that to advance in eith~r would be to ap
'Droximate to fanaticifm. Of courfe, he who .. 
wifhed to retain his mental fanity, rnuft 
lifi:en with caution to the apofi:olic precept, 
of growing in grace! 

But~ with all due ref pefr to Mr. Ad .. 
difon, may we not juHly quefi:ion, whether 
there can be f uch a thing as an excefs of 
either devotion. or religion, in the proper 
fonfe of the terms? We never ferioufly 
f uppbfe that any one can 0e too wife, too 
pure, or too benevolent. If at any time we 

ufe 
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ufe a language of this apparent import, we 

always conceive the idea of fome fpuriou~ 

inrermixture, or injudicious mode of exer• 

dfe. But when we confine our thought~ 

to the principle itfelf, we do nqt apprehend 

that it can become too predominant,-ta 

be too virtuous, being j ufl as inconceivable 

~s to be too happy. 

Now if this be true of any fingie virtue, 

n1ufl it not hold equally good refpecting 

the parent principle of all virtue ?-What 

is religion, or devotion, (for whert we 

fpeak of either, as a principle, it is, in fatt, 
a fynonyme of the other,) but the "fo loving 

what God has commanded, and defiring 

what he has promifed, as that, among the 

fundry and manifold changes of the world, 

our hearts may furely there be fixed, where 

t rue joys are to be found ?" Now can 

there be excefs in this ? vVe may doubtlefs 

tnifundet:fland God's con1mands, and m!f 
coeflrue his promifes, ana, in either way, 
inflead of attaining that holy and happy 

f:ixednefs of hectrt1 becoJ11e the victims o · 

refl:lefs 
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refilefs perturbation. . But if there b·e no 
error in our apprehc:nfion, ca_n there 
be any excefs in our love ?-\Vhat does 
God command? Every thing t~at tends to 
our perfonal, facial, political, as ·well as 
eternal well-being. Can we then feel ·too 
deep love for the furn of all moral excel
lence? But what do.es God promife? 
Guidance, protection, all neceffary aids, 
and influences here ; and hereafter, " ful. 
nefs of joy and pleafures at his right' hand 
for evermore."-· -Can fuch. bleffings as thefe 
be too cordially ddired ? Amid 

The heart achsi and the thoufand natural fi10c~{~ 
\iVhich fldh is heir to, 

canour hopes of future happinefs be too 
cheering, or our power of rifing above the 
calarnities of 1norta1ity be too habitual, or 
too effectual ?-Such are the queflions 
obvioufly f uggefled by the fuppofition of 
Juch a thing as excefs in religion. And 
doubtlefs .the anfwer of every ferious and 
reflecting mind muft be, that in "pure and 

undefiled 
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undefiled reE~;ion;" in " loving the Lord 

our God wi~h all our heart, with all our 

mind, ,vith all our foul, and with all our 

.{trengd1, and our neighbour as ourfelves," 

the idea of excefs is as incongruous and 

inadmiilible, as that of a happy r fe being 

too long, or of the joys of heaven being lcfa 

ileurable be~aufe they are eternal. 

But if, inftead of cultivating and ad

vancing in this love of· God and man,

infl:e'1;d . of loving what God has really com

manded, and defiririg what he has clearly 

promifed in his holy word,-this word 

be negleB:ed, and the fuggeftions of an 

ardent, or of a gloomy fancy be f ub!l:ituted 

in its room, then the perfon becomes, in the 

frriB:efi and trudl fenf e, a fan2.tic ; and as 

his natural temperament may happen to be 

fanguine or faturnine, he rifes into imagi

nary raptures, or finks down -uoder tor

turing apprehenfions, and flavifh felf-infiic

t10ns. 

Ifere then, if I am not miCaken, we may 

,l'frover the real nature· of both enth~fiafm 

and 
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and fuperfl:ition. It . is not excefs of devo
tion which confl:itutes the one, nor exceft 
of religion in general which leads to the 
other. But both are the confequence of a 
radical mijconception of religion. Each alike 
implies a compound of ignorance and paf
fion ; and as the perfon is dif pof ed to hope 
or fear, he becomes enthufiafiical on the 
one hand, or fuperfiitious on the other. 
He in whon1 fear predominates moft na
turally mifiakes what God commands, and 
inflead of ta~ing that law for his rule, 
"whofe feat is the bofon1 of God*, and whofe 
voice the harmony of the world," in a moil: 
unhappy manner, becomes a law unto him
felf,-multiplying obfervances, which have 
~1o~hing to recommend them, but their 
jrk.fomenefs or uncouthnefa; and acting, as 
if the way to propitiate his Maker was by 
iorrnentipg himfelf. He, on the contrary, 
in \vhom the hopeful pailions are prevalent, 
po lefs natijrally mifconceives what God 

-lit Hooker's Ecclefi e:1 fl ical Polity,conclufi9n of the dl 
Book. 
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has promifad, and pleafes himfelf with the 
profpect, or perfuades himfelf into the 

imaginary poifeffion, of extraordinary in
fluences and fupernatural communications. 

Both, it is evident, mean to purfue religion, 

but neither has fufficient judgment to af

certain its real nature. Perhaps, in general, 

fome mental morbidnefs is at the bottcn1, 

which, when of the depreffive kind, dif

pofes to the fuperfiitious view of religion, 

and when, 0f the elevating kind, to the 

-enthufiafl:ical. 

Religion, the religion of the Scriptures, 

is itfelf an exquifite temperament, in whicl11 

-all the ·virtues, of which man is capable, 

.are harmonioufiy blended. He, therefore, 

who fludies the Scriptures, and draws from 

~hence his ideas and fentiments of religion, 

takes the befi method to efcape both enthu

fiafrn and fuperfl:ition. Even infidelity is 
no fecurity again:fl: either. But jt is abfo:. 

iutely impoffible for an intelligent votary of 
fcriptural Chriftianity to be in any refpe<;t 

fanatical. True fanatics, therefore, are apt 

I to 
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to neglecr the fcriptures; except fo far as 
they can turn them to their own particufar 

ptirpofe. · The Romiih Church, -for ex~ 

ample, became negligent of the Scriptures, 

nea"rly in proportion as it became fuperCT:i- , 

tious. And every firiking infrance · of 

enthufiafm,. if inquired into, will be found 

to exemplify the fan:e dereliction. In a 
word, Chrifiianity is eternal truth, and 

they wl:o foar above truth, as well as they 

who fink below it, equally overlook the 

fiandard by which rational action is to be 

regulated ·; whereas, to adhere fi:eadiiy to 

this, is to avoid all extremes, _and efcape, 

not only the tendency toward pen1i

cious excefs, but ~ny danger of falling 
in.to it. 

Did we accufl:om ourfelves to exacl: defi-
' ni\ions, we fuould not only call the dif .. 

orderly religionifr an enthufiafl; we fhould 
alfo feel, that if irrationz.l confidence, un~ 

Jounded expeuatio11s, and aifumptions with

out a bafis, be enthufiafn1, then is the term 

rnofi jufily applic1ble to the ~ere \vorldly 
7 mo.ralifl .. 
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moralifi:. For, does not he wildly a!fume 

effecrs to be produced without their proper 

means, who looks for · virtue without piety; 
- for happinefs without holinefs; for reforma .. 

tion without repentance; for repentance 
without divine affiftance; for divine ailifl:

ance without prayer; and for acceptance 
with God without regard to that lVIedia-tor, 

_ whom God has ordained to be our great 

high priefi:. 

But, while accuracy of definition is thus 

recommended, let it not be forgotten, that 

there is need on all fides of exercifing a 

candid judgment. Let not the confcienti

ous Chrifl:ian fufpecr, that the advocate for 
morality inte1~ds by the term to depreciate 

religion, unlefs it appear that he makes 

morality the root as well as the produce of 

goodnefs.-N or let the moralift whofe af
fections are lefs lively, and whofe views are 

lefs elevated, deem the religious man a 
fanatic, becaufe he fometimes . adopts the 

language of Scri?ture to exprefa feelings to 
which hurnan terms are not always ade-

q_uate. 
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quate. "'vVe mean not to juflify, but to 
condemn, as a ,grofs defect of good fenfe, 
as well as of tafl:e and e.legance, that ill. 
conditioned phraJeology, w•hich, by disfigur
ing the comelinefs of piety, leifens its dig~ 
nity, and injures its interefis. Doubtlefs, a 
good undedlanding cannot be more ufofully 
cxercifed, nor can the -effects of mental cul
tivation be bett.er £hewn, tban in bringing 
every aid of a found judgment, and every 
grace of a correct -fl:y le, into the f.ervice of 

that di vine religion, w.hich does not more 
contain all that is juil: and pure, than it 
coalefces with all that is " Jovely, and of 

,· ,, 
gooa report. 

The too frequent abufe of fuch terms as 
moderation , candour, toleration, &c. fhould 
·be pointed out to thofe whofe high fiation 
prevents their communication with the 
world at large. It fhould be explained, 
that n1oder.~tion, in the new dictionary, 
means the· abandonment of fome of the 
R10.fl eifential doµrines of Chrifiianity.
That candour, in th~ fame fchool of philo,; 

logy1; 
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logy, denotes a latitudinarian indifference, 

as te> the comparative merits of all religious 

fyflems.-That toleration fignifies fuch a 

low idea of the value of revealed truth, and 

perhaps f uch a doubt even of its exiftence; 

as makes a man carelefs, whether it be 

maintained or trampled on, vindicated or 

calumniated.-A toleration of eve1y creed 

generally ends in an indifference to all, if 
it does not originally f pring from a diibelief 

of all~ Even the noble term 'rational, which 

fo peculiarly belongs to true religion, is 

frequently ufed to {l:rip Chriftianity of her 

higheft attributes and her fublimefl energies ; 

as if in order to be rational, divine in~ 

fluences mu~ be excluded. Or, as if it 

were .either f uitable to our neceffities, ot 

worthy of God, that when he was giving 
'' his word to be a light to our ijaths," he 

fuould make that light a kind of moral 

1noon.fhine, infl:ead of accompanying it 

with fuch a vital warmth, as might in

v!gorate our hearts, as well as direct our 

footfl:eps. 

. VOL. Ho s Though 
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ThO'Ugh it would be-abf urd· for a Prince 

to become a wrangling polemic like Henry 

VIII. or a " royal docl:or" like the firft 

James ; yet, he ihould po!fefs fo _ much in;. 

formation, as to be enabled to form a rea

fonable judgment between contending pa1~~ 

ties, and to know the exifiing fiate of 

religion. An~, that he may learn to deteB: 

the artifices of'men of loofe principles, h6! 
fhould be apprized, that the prophane and 

the pious do not engage on equal terms. 

That the carelefsnefs of the irreligious gives 

hin1 an apparent air of good humour, and 

his levity the fem blance of wit and gaiety ; 

while his Chriftian adverfary ventures not 

to rifk his foul for a bon-mot, nor dares to 

be witty on topics which concern his eter

nal interefl:s. 

It will be important, on the other hand, 

to ilie.w) that it is very poffible to be zealous 

for _ religious opinions, without poifeffing 

any religion ; nay, that a fiery religious 

zeal has been even found compatible with 

the mofi flagitious morals. The church of 

Rome, 
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Rome, fo late as the fixteenth century, 

prefented numberlefs examples of men, 

\Vhofe lives were a tiifue of vices, which 

cannot fo much as be named, who yet, at 

the rifk of life, would fight in defence of a 

ceremony, for the prefervation of a con

fecrated vafe, . or a gift devoted to a 

monafiery. 

To fhew that it is poffible to be zealous 

for religious opinions, without being religi

ous, we need not look back to the perfe

cuting powers of pagan or papal Rome; 

nor need we felecl: our infianc~ from the 

difciples of Dominic ; nor from f uch mon

frers as Catherine di Medici; nor from fuch 

fanguinary bigots as the narrow-fou.]' d 

Mary, nor the dark-minded Philip. Ex

amples from perfons lefs abhorrent from 

human feelings, more mixed characters, 

the dark fhades of whofe minds are blended 

\vith lighter {hokes, and whofe vices are 

n1itigated with fofter qualities, may be more 

profitably confidered, as approaching nearer 

to the common ftandard of human life. 

s 2 That 
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That a Prince may- be_ very zealous fot· 

j:eligious opinions and obfervances, and yet 

be fo defeltive in moral virtue., as to be 

both perfonally and politically profligate~ is 

exemplified in our fecond James, who re. 
nounced three kingdoms for his religion, 

yet neither fcrupled to live in the habitual 

violation of the feventh commandment, nor 

to cu1ploy the :inhm:nan Jefferies as his 

.chancellor. 

Harlai, archbiihop of Paris, diflinguHhed 

himfelf by his zeal in attacking herefy; fo 

all religion was called, .except that of the 

J ef uits. Bis activity proceeded from no 
love of piety, but from a defire to make 
his \.1 ay at court, where zeal, juft then., 

happen.eel to be the fafhion. His religious 

_ acrivity, howevC:!r, neither prevented, no-r 
cured, the notorious licen-tioufnefs of .his 

moral conduct. -The King, his mafl:er, 

fancied, that to puni{h Janfenifm, was an 

indubitable proof of religion; but to perfe. 

cute proteftantifm, he conceived to be the 
confummation of piety.-What a le£fon.fot 

Princes, 
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Princes, to fee him, after the revoec1tion of 

the edict of N~ntz, gratefully fwallowing the 

,equally faJfe and naufeous compliments of. 

bis clergy, for having, to borrow their ow1 

phrafe·, without violent methods made the 

whole kingdom of one opinion, and united all 

his fubjeas t.o the faith if Rome.' Iniquitous, 

fiatt~ry _! when FOUR MILLIONS of thofe 

f ubje8:s were either groaning under torture, 

or flying into exile; turning infidels, if 

they refolved to retain their property ; or 

chained to the gallies, if they preferred 

their confoienc,e to their fortune! · 

As the affiicred I-Iugonots were not per

n1itted to carry their complaints to the foot 

of the throne·, the deluded King fancied 

h~s bloody agents to be mild miniflers, and 

the tortured proteft:ants to be n1if chievous 

heretics. But, though the kingdon1 was, 

in manr parts, nearly depopulated by exile 

and executions, the f word, as ufual, made 

not one profelyte. The fubjefts were tor

tured, but t_~ey were not converted. The 

r4ck is a bad rhetorician. The gallies n1ay 

~ 3 haraCs 
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harafs the body, but do not convince the· 

underfl:anding, nor enforce articles of 

faith *. 
Under all thefe crimes and calamities,_ 

Louis, as a French memorialifl: obferves, 

was not ailiamed to hear, what Boileau was 

not ailiamed to fing, 

L'U nivers fous ton regne a-t-il des Malheureux? 

Colbert, who was a wife man, might have 

taught his royal rnafl:er, that in this perfe .. 

cution there was as . little policy as piety, 

and that he was not only injuring his con .. _ 

fcience, but his country. By baniiliing fo 

many ufeful fubjeas, he impoveriilied the 

:fl:ate doubly, not only by robbing it of the 

ingenuity, the manufactures, and the labour 

of fuch multitudes, but by transferring to 

hofrile countries all the indufl:ry and talents 

:/1, Louvois and his mafl:er would have · done wifely 

to have adopted the opinion of thofe two great mini~ 

fters of H enry IV. who, whe;, pre!fed to perfecute, 

replied, t!i at th ey thought "it was better to have a 

peace which had two religions, than a war which 

had none." 

which 
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which he was driving from his own. If 

the treachery of detain' ng the protefiants 

under falfe promifes, which were imme

diately violated, is to be charged on 

Louvois; the crime of blindly confiding in 

fuch a minifl:er is to be charged on the king. 

How little had this monarch profited, 

by the example given, under fimilar cir

cumfiances, by Louis XII. \N"hen fome of 

t~e pious Waldenfes, while they were im

proving his barren lands in Provence by 

their virtuous indufiry, had been grievouily 

perfecuted, through falfe reprefentations, 

that prudent prince commanded the firicte.fl 

inquiry to be made into their real charac

ter; the refult ·was, that he was fo perfectly 

convinced of their innocence, that he no t 

only protected them during the refi of his 

reign, but had the magnanimity to declare, 

that " they were better men thfln himf elf, 

and his Catholic fubjelts." 

Happy had it been for himfelf and for 

the world, if the emperor Charles V. had 

infiituted the fame inquiries ! Happy, if in 

~ . s 4 the 
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~he meridian of his power, he had fi:udied. 
the character of mankind to as good pur
pofe, as he aft~rwards? in his monaftic re
treat, fiudied the mechanifm of watches-! 
Aftonifhtd to find, that after the clofefl: 
~pplication, he never could bring any two 
to go jufl alike, he expreffed deep regret at 
his own folly, in ha'!ing beftowed fo mud~ 
time and pains in the fr~itlefs attempt of 
~ringing mankind to an exact uniformity 
in their religious opini~ns. But, the dif-:
~overy was m~de too late;. he ~~d~~ where 
he ihould hav~ begun~ 

CHAPc 
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CI-IAP. XXXII9 

The Reforn1ation. 

IN order to incre~fe the royal pupil's 

reverence for Chrifl:ianity, before fhe is her

felf able tq appreciate its value, ilie iliould 

pe taught, that it did not fl: eal into the 

world in the days of darknefs and ignorance, 

when the fpirit of inquiry was aileep; but 

~ppe~red in the n1ofr erilightened period of 

the Roman empire. That it~ Fght dawned, 

not on the remoter regions of the earth, 

~ut qn a prov~nce of that empire, whofe 

peculiar manners had already attracted 

much notice, 4nd whofe local fituation 

placed it particuhirly wiLhin the view o f 

f urrounding nations ; whereas the religion , 

pf Mahomet, and the corruptions of papery, 

Y7hich ftarted up almofl together, arofe , 

when the f pirit of invefl:igation, learning, 

~nd phil~fophy, had ceafed to exert itfelf. 

~ That, 
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That, during thofe dark ages, both Chrif .. 
t ianity and human learning were nearly 
extinguilhed ;~ WJ.d, that · as both had funk 
together, fo both together awoke fron1 their 
_long flumber. • The refioration of letters 
was the refloration of religion alfo ; the 
free accefs to the ancie.nt authors being one· 
grand infhument of the revival of pure 
Ch rifliani ty. 

The learning which exified in the church 
antecedently to the Reformation, was limited 
~o very few, and was, in the general, but' 
meagre and fuperficial; and rhe purpofes 
to which it was confined, formed an effec
tual obfi:acle to fub:flantial improvement. 
Inflead of being employed in inve:fligating 
the evidences of Chrifi ianity, 6r in elucidat
ing the analogy of Chriftian principles, 
with the laws of the natural, and the exi
gences of the morai' world , it was preffe d 
into the fervice of what was called frhool
divinity ; a fyfb rn, which perhaps had· pro
videntially been not without its ufes at a 
previous perio·d, efpecially when under. the 

difcretion 
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J_ifcretion of a found and upright mind, as 

having ferved both to elicit and exercife the 

intellect of a ruder age. Study and induf

try, however they may be mifapplied, are 

always good in themfelves; and almofl: any 

frate is better than hopelefs inanity. Thefe 

men, perhaps, fuflained the caufe of reli

gion, when !he might utterly have funk, 

though with arms little fuited to make their 

fupport effeB:ual, or to produce folid prac

tical benefit, either to the church or the 

people. Some of the earlier fcholafl:ic 

divines, though tedious, and fomewhat 

trifling, were, however, clofe reafoners, as 

well as pious n1en, though they afterwards 

funk in rationality, as they increafed in 

quibbling and fubtlety. Yet, defective as 

their efforts were, they had been ufeful, as 

they had contributed to oppofe infidelity, 

and to keep alive fome love of piety and 

devotion, in that feafon of dro\vfy inactivity. 

But, at the period to which 1vvc refer, their 

theology had become little better than a 

mazy labyrinth of trivial, ;md not feldom 
F o_ 
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of pernicious fophifl:ry. Subtle difquifitions~ 
rnetaphyfical niceties, unintelligible · obfcu
rities, and whimfical diflinaions, were fub~ 
fiituted in the place of revealed truth ; foi
revealed truth was not fufliciently intricate 
for the fpeculations of thofe puzzling theo:
logians, of whon1 Erafmus faid, that " they 
had brought it to be c:i, matter of fo much wit 
to be a Chrifl:ian, that ordinary heads 
were not able to reach it."-And, as ge- • 
nuine Chriftianity was not fufficiently inge
nious for thefe whimfical doaors, neither 
was it f ufliciently pliant and accommodating 
to fuit the corrupt fl:ate of public moral~. 

Almofl: ~ntirely overlooking the Scrip-
tures, the fchool-men had built fchemes 
and fyfl:ems on the authority of the Fathers, 
fome of them fpurious ones. The philo
fophy of Arifiotle had alfo been reforted to 
for fame of the chief materials of the fyfl:em; 
fo that, as the author of the Hifl:ory of the 
Council of Trent informs us, "If it had 
p.ot been for Ariflcde, the church haq 
wanted many articles of faith." 

The 
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The early reformers defeated thefe fo ... 

phiflers, by' oppofing, to their unfubfiantial 

fyfrem, the plain unadulterated Bible. The 

very text of holy Scripture, and the moft 

fober, rational, and fimple deductions from 

thence, furnifhed the ground.work of their 

. arguments. And to this noble purpofe 

1hey applied that found learning, which 

Providence had caufed to revive jufl: at the 

neceifary period. Their ikill in the Gree~ 

.and Hebrew languages enabled them to 

·read the original Scriptures, and to give 

correcr tranflations of them to the public. 

And, in this refpecl:, they had an important 

advantage over tb.e fchool.divines, who did 

not underfian.d the language in which their 

mafier Arifl:otle had written. It is no 

wonder, if an heterogeneous theology fhould 

have b.een compounded out of fuch difcor.,, 

dant materials as were made up fr01n f purf .. 

ous fathers, and an ill.underfiood pagan 

phil.ofopher. The Vi'orks o,f this great 

author, wb.kh, by an inconfifiency no_t 

uncotnmon 



uncornmor~ in the hifiory of man, had nof 

long before been prohibited by a papa:! 

decree, and burnt by public authority, 
came, in the fixteenth century,. to b~ con
fidered as little lefs than canonical ! 

But this attachment to Jophifiry and 
jargon ,Nas far fron1 being the worfi: feature 
of the period in quefiion. The generaljty 
of the clergy \Vere funI- into the groifefi: 
ignorance, of ,vhich inftances are recorded 

fcarcely credibl_e in our day of genera.I 
knovdedge. It is difficult to fay whether 
the ecclefiafiics had more entirely dif
carded ufeful learning, or Scripture truth. 
In the place, therefore, of the genuine re:. 
ligion of the Bible, they f ubfiituted falfe 
miracles, lying legends, purchafecf pardons, 
and prepofierous . penances. A procedure 
which became the rnore popular, as ii 
-introduced a religion ,;rhich did not infifi: 
on the inconvenient appendage of a good 

life; thofe who had money enough eafily 
.procuring indemnity for a . bad one; and 

to 
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to the proflig1te and the affiuent, the pur• 

chafe of good works was certainly n1ore 

·.agreeable than the praclice. 

We are far from aiferting, that there 

were no mixtures of infirmity in the in

firun1ents which accompli{hed the great 

·work of the Reformation. They were 

fallible men. But it is now evident to 

every fincere inquirer, that many of their 

tranfaB:ions, which have been repre

fented by their adverfaries as corrupt and 

criminal, only appeared fuch to thofe who 

did not take their motives, and the critical 

circumfiances of the times, into the account, 

or who had an interefi in mifrepref en ting 

them. Many_ of thofe aB:ions, vvhich, 

through falfe colourings, were 1nade to 

appear unfavourable, are now clearly 

proved to have been virtUO\JS and honour

able ; ef pecially when we tak~ the then 

fituation of things, and the flagitious con

duct of the prieft:s and pontiffs with whom 

~hey had to deal, into the account. 

Mr. Hume bas been a1nong the foremoft 

t9 
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to revive and inflame the malignant repoth; 
refpeB:ing them. He allows indeed the 
in.flexible intrepidity 1:vith which they braved 
dangers, · torture.r, and e"uen death itfelf~ 
But {l:ill they vvere, in his eftimation, the 
"fanatical and enraged Reforn1ers." And 
he carefully fuggefts, through the courfe of 
his hiftory, that fanaticifm is the charac7eriflic 
ef the protefiant religion. The terms "pro
tefrant fanaticifm,"and"fanatical churches,,;· 

he repeatedly ufes. lie has even the terue .. 
rity to aifert, in contradiction to all credible 
tefiimony, tbat the reformers placed all 
merit in " a myfl:erious fpecies of faith, in 
in ward vifion, rapture and extafy ." A 
charge, to fay nothing of truth and can
dour, unworthy of Mr. I-Iume's good fenfe, 
and extenfivc n1eans of information. For 

there is no fact better known, than that 
thefe emine1:1tly ,vife men never pretended 
to illuminations and impulfes. What they 
undertook honefily, they conducl:ed foberly.,, 
They pretended to no infpiration; they did 
not even pretend to introduce a new,_ but 

only 
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pnly to refl:ore - to its priftine purity, the 
old religion. " They refpecred govern
n1ent, pracrifed and taught fubmiffion to 
civil rulers, and defired only the liberty of 
that conf cience which God has made. 
free*." 

' , 

But though, in accomplilliing the great 
work of the reforn1ation, reafon, and 
hyman wifdom, were moil fuccefsfully 
exercifed ; though ,the divine interference 
was not manifefl:ed by the working of mi
racles, or the gift of fupernatural endow
ments : yet wh? can doubt, that this 
gn~at work was direcred by the hand of 
Heaven, efpeciaIJy ·when we confider the 
wonderful predifpofitio~1 of ca·ufes, the ex
traordinary combination of circumfl:ances, 
tµe Ieng chain of · gradual but confl:antly 

* See an excellent appendix to Mofheim's Eccle
clefiaftical Hiftory, vol. iv. page 136. on the fpirit of 
the reformers, and the injuftice of Mr. Hume, by 
that truly, elegant, candid, and accornpli{hed fcholar, 
and moft amiable man, the late Rev. Dr. Archibald 
Madaine, 

T he lover ,md the love of human kind. 

vpL. II. J T progr~ffive 
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progrefiive occurrences, by which t-his 

grand event was brought about ? The f uc~ 

ceffive, as well as contemporary produc

tion of fingufor cha1·aB:ers, · calculated to 

promote its general accomplifhment, and 

each peculiarly fitted for h~s own rejpeffive 

work !-So many unronfcious or unwilling 

in{huments made f ubfervient to one great 

purpofe ! - Friends and enemies, even 

Muifulmen and popes, contributing, cer

tainly without intending it, to its- ad

·v2tncement !-Mahomet banifhing learning 

from the eafi, that it might providentially 

find a {helter in thef e countries, where the, 

new · opinions were to be propagated !
Several f ucceffive fovereign pontiffs, col:.. 

lecling books, and patronizing that litera

ture which - "' as fo foon to be direcled 

againil: their own domination !-But above 

all, the n.ultiplicati n of contemporary 
' I 

¥30pes, weakening the reverence of the 

people, by occafioning a fchifm in the 

Church, an<l cxl1ibiling its fevera,l heads

\-randering about_, 11nder the ludicrous 

ci rc.umftanc~,. 
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drcumflance, of each claiming infallibility 

for himfelf, and denying it to his com pe

titor !-Infallibility, thus fplit, was dif

credited, and in a manner annihilated.-To 
• 

thefe preparatory circumfl:ances, ,ve may 
add the infatuation, or rather judicial blind

nefs, of the papal power ; the errors, even 

in worldly prudence, committed by Leo, 

a pontiff otherwife of admirable talents !
The half meafures adopted, at one time, 

of inefficient violence ; at another, of ineffec

tual lenity !-The temporary want of 

fagacity in an ecclefiafl:ical court, which 

was ufually remarkable for political acute

nefs !-The increafing aptitude of men's 

minds to receive truth, in proportion as 

events oc(:urred to mature it !-Some who 

loved learning, and were indifferent to 

religion, favouring the reformation as a 

caufe connected - with good letters ; the 

old doctrines becoming united with the 

idea of ignorance, as the new ones were 

·with that of knowledge !---The preparatory 

invention of printing, without which the 

T2 reviv~l 
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revival of learning \1\tould have been of little . 

general ufe, and the difperfion of the Scrip" 

tures flow, and inconfiderable !-Some able 

and keen-fighted men, working vigorouily 

from a perception of exifiing abufes, · who 

yet wanted f ufficient zeal for the promotion 

of religious truth l 
The pointed w~t, the farcafiic irony, and 

powerful re:ifoning of Erafmus, together 

with his profound theological learning, 

directed againfl: the corruptions of the 

Church, with f uch force as to fhake the 

credit of the clergy, and be of the utmofl: 

fervice to that caufe, ·which he wanted the 

righteous courage f yfrematically to defend* ! 

The unparalieled zeal, abilities, and inte-

~ Every elegant lcholar mufl naturally be an ad

mirer of Erafm~s. \Ve fhould be forry to incur the 
cenfore of any fuch by regretting, that the wit and 
intiignation of this fine genius fometimes carried him 
,oo gre2t lengths. Impiety, doubtlefs, was far from 
,is heart, yet in fome of hi3 Colloquies, when he only 

p rofd1ed to attack the errors of popery, religion 

it[df is wounded by {hokes which have fuch a ten
dency to prophanenefs, as to give pain to the fobcr 

rra der. 
grity 
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grity of Luther! · His bold genius, and 

adventurous fpirit, not contenting itfelf, 

as the other reformers had done, with 

attacking notorious errors, and ftigmatizing 

monfirous abufes; but fublimely exerted· 

in efl:ablifhing, or rather refloring the great 

fundamentals of Chrifl:ianity !-While Eraf

n1us, with that truly claffic tafte of which he 

was the chief reviver, fo elegantly fatirize<l 

the falfe views of God and religion, which 

the Romifh church entertained, Luther's 

aim was to acquire true fcriptu ral notions 

of both. Ridicule ferved to expofe the 

old . religion, but fomething nobler was 

neceffary to eflablifh the new.-It was for 

Erafmus to !hake to its foundation the· 

monfirous fyfien1 of indulgences; it re

mained for Luther to reftore (not to invent) 

the doctrine of fal vation by re-million of 

fins through a Mediator.-While his pre

deceffors, and even co-adjutors, had been 

fatisfied with pulling down the enormous 

1nafs of corruptions, the mighty hand of the 

T 3 Saxon 



278 THE REf0itMA'J:'ION. 

Saxon reformer not _only removed the n1b, 
bifh, but erected a fair fabric of foµnd doc-: 
trine in its place. The new edifice aqJfe in 
its j ufl: fymmetry, and der-ives impregnable 
flrength, in confequence of its having be_en 
erecred on a broad foundation. Nothing 
!hort of the ardour of Luther could have 
rnaintained this great caufe in one fiage~ 
while perhaps the difcreet temperance of 
Mdan~hon was n~ceifary to ~ts f~pport 
in another !-The ufeful violence of Henry 
in attacking the p9pe with a zeal as furioµs 
~s if he himfelf had not been an enemy to 
the reformation, exhibiting a wonderful 
illuff:ration of that declaration of the AI~ 
mighty, that the _fiercenefs of man jhall turn 

to his praife.'-The meek wifdom of Cran
mer,' by which he was enabled to moderate. 
the otherwife unc<;mtrolable temper of bis 
royal maCT:er !-Tbe undaunted fpirit a,nd 
matchlefs intrepidity of Elizabeth, which. 
effecrual]y flruggled f.or,. and finall'y efla
bli{hed ir ! Thefe and a thoufand otber 

, ' 

concu_rnn~ 
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-c0ncurring circumftances furni{h the mofi: 

unclouded evidence, to every mind not 

blinded by prejudice, that the divine 

AUTHOR of Chrifl:ianity was alfo, though 

by the . .agency of human means and 

iu!lruments, the RESTORER of it. 

CHAP. 
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· CHAP. XXXIII. 

On the Importance of Religious lnfiituticns 
and Obfervances .-They are Juitcd to the 
Nature of Chrijlianity, and particularly 
adapted to the Chara[ler of Man. 

THAT torrent of vices and crimes which 
the French Revolution has difembogued into 
fociety, may be fo clearly and indifputably 
traced to the fource of infidelity, that it has, 
in a degree,. become fafhionable to profefs 
a belief in the truths, and a conviction of 
the value of Chrifiianity. But, at the fame 
time, it has too naturally happened, that 
we have fallen into the habit of defending 
religion, almofi exclufively, on political and 
.fecular grounds ; as if Chrifiianity confiiled 
merely in our not being atheifis or 
anarchifis. A man, however, may be re
moved many fiages from the impiety of 
French infidels, and yet be utterly de!litute 
of real religion. 

Many, 
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Many, not openly prophane, but eYen 

entertaining a refpeB: for the political uf~ 

of religion, have a way of generalizing their 

ideas, fo as to <lifmifs revelation from the 

<1ccount.-Others again, who in this la!l 

ref peB: agree with the former clafs, affect a 

certain f uperiority over the low contraB:cd 

notions of churchmen and collegian • 

Thefe aifert, that, -if virtue be praB:if ed, 

and public order preferved, the motive on 

which the one ·is praB:ifed, and the other 

.maintained, is not worth contending for. 

Many there are, who, without formally re

jeB:ing Chrifiianity, ta1k of it at large, in 

general, or in the abfl:ract. As if it ,vere 

at once to .exempt themfelves fron1 the 

trouble of religion, and to efcape the infamy 

of Atheifm, thefe men a~ea to think f o 

highly of the Supreme Being, whofe temple 

is univerfal f pace, that he needs not be wor

fhipped in temples made with hands. And, 

forgetting that the world which he thought 

it worth while to create~ he will certainly 

think it worth while to govern, they aifert, 
that 
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that he is too great to attend to the con
cerns of fuch petty beings as we are, and 
too exalted to liflen to our prayers.--That 
it is a narrow idea which we form of his 
~ttributes, to fancy that one day or one 
place is more acceptable to him than another. 
i-That all religions are equally pleafing to 
God, provided the wor!hipper be fincere.--,
That the efl:ablifhment of a public minifl:ry 

- js perhaps a good expedient of political 
wifdom, for awing the vulgar ; but that 
every man is his own pridl.-That all 
errors of opinion are innocent ; and that the 
Almighty is too jufl t.o puni{h any n~an for 
f pe~ulative ten.~ts. 

But, thefe lofty contemners of infiitu
tions, obfervances, d~ys, prdinances, and 
priefis, evince, by their very objections, 
that they are not rnore ignorant of the 
11ature of God, as he has been pleafed t0-
reveal himfelf in Scripture, than of the 
character of man, to whofe difpofitions, 
wants, defires, diflreffes, infirmities, and 
fir.s .,_ the fpirit of Chriflianity, as unfolded 
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in the Gof pel, is fo wonderfully accom

modated. This admirable congruity would 

be of itfelf f ufficient, wtre there no other 

proof, to efi:ablifh the divine authority of 

our religion.-Private prayer, public wor

fhip, the obfervation of the Sabbath, a 

fianding minifhy, facramental ordinanccs:t 

are all of them fo admirably adapted to 

,, thofe fubli"mely myfierious cravings of the 

mind, which difl:inguifh man from all infe

rior animals, by rendering him the fubject 

of hopes and fears, which nothing earthly 

can realize or fatisfy, that it is difficult to 

fay, whether thefe facred infi:itutions moft 

befpeak the wifdom, or the goodnefs of that 

fupreme benefactor, who alone could have 

thus applied ~ remedy, becaufe he alone 

could l}ave penetrate~ the mofl: hidden 

rtceffes q[ that nature which rcquir~d it.

Religion, in fact, is .not n1ore eITentid to 

lTian, than,, in the pref~nt fi~tc of things, 

thofe appointments arc dTcntial to religion. 

And, accordingly, we fee, that when they 

are rejet}ed, however its unprofitable gcne-

ralitic6 
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ralities may be prcfeiTed, religion i-tfe1f, 
practically, and in detail, is renounced. 
Nor can it be kept alive in creatures fo 
abounding in moral, and fo expofed to 
natural e\1i1, by mere metaphyfical diftinc
tions, or a bare intelkB:ual conception of 
divinity. In beings whofe n1inds are fo 
liable to \.vander, religion, to be f ufl:ained, 
requires to be fubfl:antiated and fixed, to 
be realized, and invigorated. Confcious of 
~ur own infirmity, we ought to look for 
every outward aid to improve every inter
nal grace; and confequently, ought gladly 
to fubmit to the control of habits, and the 
regularity of inflitutions. Even in the 
common pm-f uits of life, our fugitive and 
unfleady thoughts require to be tied down 
by exercifes, duties, and external circum
fi:ances. And while the fame expedients 
are no lefs neceifary to infore the outward 
obfervances of religion, infl:ead of obflruB:
ing, they promote its fpirituality ; for they 
are not more fitted to attraB: the fenfes of 
the ignorant, than they are to eng<1ge the 

thoughts, 
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thoughts> and fix the attention, of the en

lightened. \Vhile, therefore, in order to 

get rid of imaginary burdens, and fufpecred. 

p~nalties, men are contending for a philo

fophical religion, and an imaginary perfec

tion, of which tbe mind, while incorporated 

'\Yith matter, is little capable, they lofe the 

benefit of thofe falutary me.ans and infl:ru

n1ents, fo admirably adapted to the fl:ate of 

our minds, and the confl:itution of our 

nature.-1\1eans and infl:rum<:nts, which, on 

J. ,fober inquiry into their origin, will _be 

fot:ind as awfully fanaioned, as they are 

obviou{Jy foitable ;-in a w_ord, which will 

be found, and this, when proved, puts an 

end to the <;:<?ntroverf y, to be the appoint

ments of God himfelf. 

The Almighty has mofl certainly de

dared, that he will be wodhipped in fpirit 

!!.nd in truth. But, does it therefore fol~ 

1ow, that he ,;vill not be worihipped in. 

Churches?-\Ve know that all our days are 

hi_s, and for the ufe of all we are account

.able to hini. But, does this invalidate the 
/ 

2 duty 
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duty of making Sunday more peculiarly 
his ?- We are commanded to " 'pray with
out ceafing; in every thing to give thanks;" 
that is, to carry about wirh us a heart difD 
po fed to pray, and a f pirit inclined to' 
thankfulnefs; but, is this any argument 
againfl: our enjoining on ourfelves certain 
Hated times of more regular prayer, and 
fixed periods of 1nore exprefa thankfgiving? 
Is it not obvious, that the neglect of the 
religious obfervance of Sunday, for exan1-
ple, refults, in fact, from an irreligious 
Hate of the heart, ho~ever gravely philofo
phic reafons for the omiffion may be 
ailigne<l? Is it not obvious alfo, that the 
very recurrence of appointed feafons ferves 
to .fl:ir us up to the performance of the 
duties z.llotted to them? The philofopher 

. may deride this as a n1echanical religion, 
which requires to have its fprings wound 
up, and Hands in need of external impulfes 
to fet it a-going. But the Chrifiian feels, 
that though he is neither to regulate his 
devotions by his crucifix, nor to calculate 

1 ili€m 



JtELIGIOUS 1NST-1TUT10No. !2 ] 

1hen1 by his beads, yet, while his intel 4 

lcB:ual part is encumbered with a body, 

liable to be mifled by temptation withour, 

and impeded by corruption within, he flands 

in need of every fupplemental aid to remind, 

to rell:rain, and to fupport him. Thefe, 

therefore, are not helps which fuperfl:ition 

has devifed, or fallible man invented. In 4 

finite wifdom, doubtlefs, forefeeing that 

what was left dependent on the choice of 

mutable human will to be obferved, would 

probably not , be obferved at all, did not 

leave fuch a duty to fuch a contingency, but 

eflabliilied thefe inflitutions as part of lii3 

w~·itten word; the lawgiver himfdf alfo 

fancl:ioning- the law by his ow11 prau:ice. 

. It would be well if thefe men of large 

views and philofophical conceptions, would 

confider, if there be nothiDg in the very- , 

ftrucl:ure of the human mind, I had almoft 

faid, in ttie very confl:itution of nature? 

:which might lead us to expect;, that r~li

gion would have thofe groifer, and mor~ 

fuhfi:antial parts aad relations., which we 
have 
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have reprefented ; infiead of being that 
entirely thin and f piritual eifence, of which 
they vainly dream.-It was referved for a 
philofopher of our own nation to fhew, that 
the richefl poffefiions of the n1ofi: capacious 

· n1ind are only the well arranged and 
variegated ideas \vhich originally entered 
in through the mediu111 of the fenfes, or 
which we derive fron1 contemplating the 
operations of our own minds, when em
ployed oh thofe ideas 9f fenfation.-But, if 
material bodies-are the fources from whence 
general knowledge is derived, why is every 
thing to be incorporeal which refpelts 
religion? If innate ideas have no exifience 
in the human mind, why are our religious 
notions not to be derived from external 
obj_elts ! 

Plato, the purefi of heathen philofophers, 
and the nearefi to thofe who derived their 
light from I-leaven, failed n1ofi eifentially 
i~ re~ucing his theory to practice. He 
feerns to have fuppofed, that we poifefs 
certain n::ady.framed notions of every thiIJ.g 

eifential 
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e1fential to n1oral happinefs ; and that con

templation of the chief good, and fubjngation 

of animal nature, were all that was necef

fary to moral perfeB:ion. Is it not then 

mofl: worthy of attention, that the holy 

Scripture differs from the plan of the Gre

cian fage, jufl: where he himfelf differs from 

truth and nature, as developed by their 

mo!l accurate obferver, the fagacious and 

venerated Locke ? Man, according to this 

profound reafon€r, derives the original 

fiock of his ideas from objects placed in his 

view, which {hike upon his fenfes. Reve

lation, as if on this very principle, pref ents 

to man impreffive objecl:s. From the crea

tion to the deluge, and flill more from the 

call of Abraham, when we may fay that 

our religion commences, to the giving of 

the Holy Ghofi, after our Saviour's afcen

fion, the period in which we may deem its 

character completed, we are infirucled, in 

a great n1eafure, by a feries of FACTs.-In 

the earlier period, efpecially, we do not 

meet with theoretic defcriptions of the 

VOL. u. u dh1ine 
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divine nature, but we fee the eternal God 
himfelf, as with our- mind's e)'e, ·vifibly 

rnanifefling himfelf to the patriarchs, ex-
emplifying his attributes to their fenfes, and

by interpofitions the mofi: impreilivc, both 

in a way of jndgment and of mercy, train .. 

ing them to apprehend him, in the mode 

of all others the mofl accommodated to tbc
weaknefs of human nature . .... 

Thus we fee a religion, in fome degree, a
matter of f a[/ religion, growing gradually to 

its completion ; until " he, \Yho, at fundry. 

times and in divers manners, had fpoken to' 

the fathers by the prophets, fpoke in thefe 

lafl: days by his Son.,, 
And, th us we o bf erve the fir fl preachers 

of Chriflianity, not philofophizing on ab

ftracl: truths, but plainly bearjng witnefs to

what had been tranfacted in their prefence. 

-" The Word was macle flefh, and dwelt 

among us, and we beheld his glory, the 

glory as of the only begotten of the Father.' ,, 

And, again-" That which we have feen. 

and heard, declate we unto -you." 
This 
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This then, is the particular characl:erifl:ic of 

Chriftianity, that fr 1n its origin to its final 

confumn1ation, it confiders man critically as 

he is; and, that is, not as he was deemed by 

the mo.ft enlightened fages of earlier times, 

but as he has been difcovered to be, by one 

of the moft penetrating minds in the· world, 

feventeen hundred years after the Chrifl:ian 

~ra. To this, now· univerfally acknow

ledged notion of man, every thing is adapted, 

both in what is recorded and what is 

enjoined in the Scripture. Every obferv

ance relates to falls, and is fitted to imprefs 

them. To fl:rip Chrifl:ianity, therefore, of 

any of the obfervances, which are really of 

fcriptural appvintment, would be to f ubli

n1ate it into philofophical inefficacy. In 

con1mon life we fee the affeB:ions little 

. engaged in abfiralt f peculation. They then 

only are moved when thofe fenfible images, 

which the: laws of nature has made moving, 

are aptly prefented to them. · 

What, for example, could all the mathe- ~I' 

matical truth in the world do, in exciting 

u z. our 

, 
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our affections, compared -with a tale of 

human mifery, or human magnanimity, 

t.ven though known to be fabricated for 

our amufement ?-Wben Chriflianity then 

is fo obvioufly, in a great meafure, a bufinefs 

of the affe.B:ions, that we are then only 

under its influence, when we love and de

light in, as well as aJJent to; or reajon upon, 

its principles ;-iliall we cavil at that reli

gion which alone accomplifhes its end, on 

account of thofe very features of it, which, 

on every· ground of philofophy, and by every 

proof of efficacy, were the fact to be can

" didly inveftigated, render it fuch as it mu!l 

'be, in order to anfwer its purpofe? 

There cannot be a more conclufive inter

nal evidence of our holy religion than this, 

that in every principle which it eflabliilies, 

in every leifon which it inculcates, and in 

,every example which it offers, there is 

throughout ·one characler that invariably 

prevails, which is, the trueft and foundefi: 

good fenfe. The Sctipture, while, in the 

main,. fo plain c1nd fimple., " that he may 
run 
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run that readeth," has accordingly been 

ever mofl: prized by its profoundefl: and -

mofl: fagacious readers. And the longer 

and more attentively fuch perfons have 

frudied it, the higher has their eflimation 

rifen. We will not adduce cafes from that 

conftellation of fhining lights, the learned 

churchmen, whofe teftimony might be ob

jected to, from the very circumfl:ance which 

ought to enhance its value, their profeffional 

attachment, becaufe the naming of Bacon, 

}3oyle, and Locke is f ufficient. 

It will be found on the n1ofl: impartial 

fcrutiny, that that plan or practice which 

is, clearly oppofed to Scripture, is no lefs 

really hoftile . to right reafon, and the true 

interefl:s of man. And it is icarcely to be 

doubted, that if we could invefl:igate the 

n1ultiform hiflory of individuals in the 

Chrifl:ian world, it would be indifputable, 

that a deep impreffion of Scripture facls 

and principles had proved, beyond com

parifon, the mofl: fuccefsful prefervative 

againft the worfl: evils of human live. 11fe. , 
IJ 3 Doubtlefs, 
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Doubtlefs, it has betn found mofl: difficult 
to retain fuch an impreilion amid the bufi
nefs, and pleafures, and entanglements of 
the world ; but fo far as it has been re
tained, it has been uniformly the pledge of 
reg larity in the condutl, peace in the 
mind, and an honourable character in fo. 
ciety.-Thus n1uch by way of introduction 
to the following chapter. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

-Of the efiablijhed Church of England. 

CHRISTIANITY then on1y anf wers its end, 

when it is efi:abliihed as a paramount _prin

ciple in the heart, pu.rifying the defires and 

intentions, tranquilizipg the temper, enlarg

.ing the affections, and regulating the con

duct,.. But, though this alone be its per

fect work, it has fubordinate operations, 

which are not only valuable for their direct 

rcfults, but feem, in the order of Provi

dence, to be .preliminary to it:s rnore inward 

a_nd fpiritual efficacy. 

When we obferve how extenfi,·e is the 

outward profeffio:a of Chriflianity, and how -

obviouf1y limited i£ a confifi:ently Chrifl:ian 

practice; the firI'c emotion of a ferious 

mind is n-aturally tho,t of· regret. But a 

more confiderate view . will give occafio.ri to 

ether feelings. It will be feen, that that 

u 4 outward 
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outward profeffion of our holy religion, 
which is fecured by an eflablifhment, is an 
ine.fiimable bleiling to a community ; that 
the public benefits ~hir.h refult from it are 
beyond reckoning, befides the far greater 
utility of affording to each individual~ that 
light of information, and thofe means of 
religious woriliip, which, duly ufed, will 
enfure his eternal falvation. 

That there Ihould therefore ·be a vifzble, 
as well as an invijible church, an inftituted, 
as well as a perfonal religion, and that the 
one fhould embrace whole communities, 
while the other may extend to a compara
tive few, appears not only the natural con
feq uence of Chrifiianity, as a religious pro .. 
foilion, fpreading through fociety, and ne
ceffarily tranfmitted from father to fon, but 
it feems alfo that kind of arrangement 
which divine wifdom would fanB:ion, in 
order to the continuance of Chrifl:ianity in 
the world. 

Thus much would rational reflection 
dictate on a view of the cafe ; but we are 

not 
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not left to our own mere reafonings. 

What in itfelf appears fo probable, our 

Saviour has intimated to us, as an effential 

part of the divine plan, in feveral of his 

parables. What is the leaven hid in the 

three meafures of meal, but real Chrifi:ianity 

operating in thofe happy individuals whofe 

hearts and lives are governed by its in

fluence? And what again is the mafs of 

meal with which the leaven is blended, but 

the great body of mankind, who, by 

God's gracious Providence, have been led 

to affume the Chrifi:ian profeffion, and thus 

to confi:itute that vifible church, whofe 

mixed charaEt:er is again ihewn in the fub

feque_nt parables of the net caft into the fea, 

as well as in that of the wheat and the 

tares. 

If, then, the public profeilion of Chrif

tianity be thus explicitly fanB:ioned by the 

divine widom ; if, alfo, our own daily expe

rience ihews .it to be mofi: beneficial to 

fociety, as well as obvioufiy conducive to 

the inward and f piritual purpofes of our 

religion; 
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:religion; we muft admit, that the eftablifh. 
ment which evidently fecures fuch profef
fion, is an object of ineftirnable value~ It 
~as neceifary, in the order of nature, that 

what was to impregnate the world, fhould 
be firft itfelf prepared and proved. -For 
three centuries, therefore, it pleafed God tp 
ieave Chrifl:ianity to make its way, by its 
own mere fhength, that by its fuperiority, 
both to the allurements and the menaces 
of the world, to all that could be defired, 
and to all that could be f uffered by man, 
its true nature, and its genuine energy, 
miffht be for ever demonfhated ; and its -:> 

efficacy to ailim.ilate, at length, the whole 
v.-orld to itfelf, be evinced, by its re0ftlefa 
~rowth, in circumfiances the n1ofl: appa-: 
n:ntly def perate. 

During this period, therefore, fuch in
frruments alone were ufed as might ferve 
":o evince moft clearly, that "the excellency 
of the power was of God, and not of men." 
But when the fc2.fon hc.1d arrived when the 
intermixture \Vas to be extenfivdy pro-

n1oted, 
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n1oted, then another and~ very different 

agency was reforted to ; when the \Yorld 

was to be brought into the vifible church, 

then the powers of the world received that 

impulfe from the hand of Heaven, which 

made them, in a deeper fenfe than ever 

before, " rniniflers of God for good." -

Then, for the fir.fl: time, Kings and Princes 

embraced the profeffion of Chriflianity, and 

enjoined it by laws and edicts, as well as 

by fiill better methods, on the great body 

of their f ubjecrs. 

How far the national changes which then 

took place were voluntary or neceffitated,, 

there is no occafion for us to inquire.

" The good w~ich is done upon the earth, 

God doeth it himfelf." And what good, 

next . to the actual giving of the GofpeI, 

has been greater than the providential 

blendi1"lg of the leaven of Chriftianity with 

the great mafs of human fociety? If the 

firft generation of thofe nominal Chrifl:ians 

were even pagans in their hearts, that did 

not leifen the greatnef~ of the benefit to 

pofl:erity. 
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pofterity.-They paffed away, and their 
paganifm paffed away along with them-: 
and the light of Chriflianity, invaluable 
in its immediate, but infinitely more fo in 
its ultimate confequences, became the en
taiied poffeffion of thefe European nations, 
under the dou~le guarantee of popular at
tachment, and political power. 

Such was the providential origin of re
ligious efiablifhments. Let thofe who 
obje.B: to them, only keep in their vie\i\', 
that chain of events by which the Chriflian 
pro'feilion was made national in any 
country ; let them alfo inquire the fate of 
Chrifl:ianity in thofe col,lntries, where either 
no f.uch efiablifhments took place, or where 
they were overthrown by the af cendancy 
of the Mahometan potentates.-Laftly, let 
them reflect on the benefit and the comfort 
of that one fingle effect of " Kings becom
ing nurfing-fathers, and QEeens nurfing
mothers," of the vifible Church,-the legal 
enforcement of the Chrjflian Jabbath,-and 
t:h.en fee on what grounds, as friends to 

good 
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good order, as hone fl: citizens, or as con

fifient Chrifl:ians, they can oppofe or con

demn fo effential and fo effectual an in

firument of the befl: bleffings which human 

kind can enjoy? 

If then the national eflablijhment of 

Chrifl:ianity, even under the mofl: difadvan

tageous circumfl:ances, became the fource 

of invaluable benefits and bleffings ; what 

ertimate ought to be formed of that Chrif 

tian ejlablifhment in particular, which, on 

the n1ofl: impartial f urvey of all fimilar 

infi:itutions which have been known in 

the Chriflian world, will be found the moft 

admirably fitted for its purpofe ? 
The efiablifhed Church of England may 

not, it is true,' bear a comparifon with theo

retic perfeetion, nor will it gain the ap

probation of thofe who require, that a 

·vifible fhould poifefs the qualities of an 

invifible church, and that every member of 

a national infl:itution fhould equal in piety 

certain ~ndividual Chrifiians; nor, in any 

point of view, _can its real character be af-

certained:, 
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certained, or its j L!~ claims be eftablilhed~ 
except it be contemplated, as a fi,,ed injli
tutlon, e1.:ifling from the period of the re• 
formatiori to the prefent day , independently 
of the variations and difrordances of the 
fucceffi ve mutt' udes who adhered to it. 

Let it then, under this only fair noti;n 
of it, be compared with all the other na
tional churches of the reformation, and, on 
fuch a comparative view, its fuperiority will 
be manifefl.. The truth is, our church 
occupies a kind of middle place; neither 
multiplying ceremonies, nor affe :1:ing pom
poufnefs of public \vorfhip' ,Yith the Lu
theran church, nor rejeqing al] cetemonies 
m1d all liturgical folemnity \vith the church 
of Geneva ;-a temperamen~ thus fingular, 

adopted and adhered to, in times of un
advanced light and much polemical diifo

nance, amid jarring interefl:s and poli
tical inrrigues, conveys the idea of fome
thing more excellent than could have been 
expected fron1 mere h 1Jman ,rifdom. 

A national eftabliiliment is ill.fitted for 

it 
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its purpofe, if it prefent nothing {hi: ir:g to 

the external fenfes or imagination. In or<lcr 

to anfwer its defign, it ought at once t 

be fo outwardly attraclire, as to attach the 

great mafs of profeffing Chrifrians to its 

ordinances ; and yet the f ubfl:ancc of thefe 

ordinances fhould be fo folid and rational, 

and fo f piritual, as to be fitted to the farther 

and fl:ill more important purpofe of infufing 

inward vital Chriflianity. Thefe charac

ters, we conceive, are exhibited in the 

Anglican church in a degree unexampled 

in any other Chriftian efiabli!hment. She 

q.lone avoids all extremes. Though her 

wodhip be wifely popular, it is alfo deeply 

fpiritual; though fimple, it is fublime. She 

has rejected pompous ceremonies, but fhe· 

has not therefore adopted an offenfi ve ne~ 

gligence. In laying afide all that was

Qfl:entatious, fhe retained all that is folemn 

and affecting. Her reafonable fervice 

peculiarly e~emplifies the apofl:le's inj unc~ 

tion of praying with the underfianding as 

well as with the heart. To both thefe the 

chief 
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chief attention is directed, while the ima.i 
gination and the fenfes are by no means 
excluded from regard. It is our Saviour's 
exquifitely difcriminating rule · applied to 
another fubject :-" Thefe, fays he, (the 
weightier matters,) ye ought to have done, 
and not to leave the others undone. 

If thefe remarks had nothing but opinion 
to fupport them, a different opinion might 
no lefs fairly be oppofed to them. But let a 
matter of fact quefl:ion be afked. Which of 
the protefiant eflablifhments has befi an
fwered its end ?-In other words-in which 
of the proteftant countries in Europe, have 
the fundamental truths of Scripture been 
n1ofl: flriclly adhered to, and the Chrifl:ian 
religion mofl: generally ref pelted ?-If we 
inquire into the prefent circumfiances of 
proteflanc Europe, iliall we not find that, 
in one clafs of churches on the continent, 
the more learned of the clergy co111monly 
becorrie Socinians; while, among the clergy 
of the other, there appears a firange ten
dency towards abfolute deifm ?-Amongfi: 

8 the 
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the laity of both churches, French prin

ciples, it may be feared, have fo much pre

vailed, as to become in a great meafure 

their own punifhment.-For to what other 

caufe but a departure from the faith of their 

fathers, can we afcribe their having fo 

totally lofi the ardour and refolution, 

which once difi_inguifhed their communi

ties ? Infidelity takes from the collective 

body its only fure cement, and from the 

individual his only certain fource of courage. 

It leaves the mafs of the people without 

that poifeilion to be defended, in which all 

ranks and degrees are alike interefied ; and 

takes from the individual that one principle 

which alone can, at all times, raife a human 

being above his natural weakneifes, ap.d 

make him fuperior both to pleafure and 

pain. While religion was an objecl: with 

the people alluded to, it infpired the loweft, 

as well as the highefi, with a zeal to defend 

their country againft invaders, who, if 

predominant, would have robbed them of_ 

their religious liberty. -But now, concern 

VOL . IJ. X for 
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for religion being . too generally cooled, 

they prefer the mofl: difgra~eful eafe to 

exertions which would neceffarily demand 

felf-denial, and might deprive them of that 

only exifience for which infid€1s ,an be 

concerned. 

Why is it otherwife in England ? Why 

are not_ we alfo overf pread with pernicious 

prificiples, and funk in baf e pufillanimity ? 

The Germans , were one€ as brave, the 
. . 

Swifs once as religious as any of us ;· but 

bravery and r€ligion feem, as far as we 

can· learn, to have abandoned fome of 

thofe countries together. In England; 

bleffed be God ! things pr€:fent a vtry 

different afpecr. We have indeed much 

to lament, and much, very much to blame ; 

but infidelity does not triumph, nor doeg 

patriotifm decline.. vVhy is it thus ? Is it 

not becaufe the temperament of the Engliih 

efi:ablifhment has left no roam for pafiing 

from one extreme to another ; becaufe its 

public fervice is of that fierling exceUence~_ 

,vhich rnuft ever be attractive to the ima 
2 .. preffible· 
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prefiible mind, edifying to the pious mind, 
unimpeachable· by the fevereft reafoner, 
and·awful even to the profligate? 
· For, in enumerating the merits of our 

• admirable ~ftablifhment, we mufi: not reft 
in the fuperiority of its forms, excellent as 
they are, but m uft extend the praife, where 
it is fo juftly due, to the fiill rnore im
portant article of her doctriI).es. For after 
all, it is her luminous exhibition of Chrif
tain truth, that has been the ·grand fpring 
and fountain of the good which fhe has 
produced. It .i? the fpirituality of he1 

wotlhip,---it is the rich infufion of Scrip .. 
ture.* ,_;.it is the deep confeffions of fin,
it is the. earnefr invocations of mercy,
it is the larg~ enumeration of fpiritual 
wants, and the abundant fupply of corre. 
fpondent bleffings, with which her liturgy 

.;\,: 0 f the vafr importance of this one circumfl:ance, an 
early proof was given. " Cranmer," fays the learned 
author of the Elements of Chrifrian Theology, "found 
the people fa improved by hearing the Epiftles and. 
Gof pels, as to be lr .mght to bear the alterations 
which he had provided." 

x z abounds, 



abounds, that are fo happily cakulated t6 

give the tone of piety to·her· children. 

In forming this invaluable liturgy, there 

Was no arrogant felf-coneeit on the' one 

hand, no relinqui{hment of fl:riB: judgment 

on the other. The errors of the Romifu 

Church were· to be rejected, but the trea

fures" of ancient piety wliich :the poffeifed, 

were not to be abandoned. Her formularies 

contained devotional' compofitions, not 

more venerable for their antiquity, than 

valuable for their inrrinfrc excellence, being 

at once fim.ple and energetic, perf picuous 

and profound. What then was more f uit

able to the fober fpirit of reformation, than 

to f eparate thofe precious remnants of an

cient piety from their droffy ac~ompanim 

ments,-..and, while thefe laft were de

forvedly caft away, to mould the pure 
' 

gold which remained into a new form, 

fitted at once · to interefl:,. and to edify the. 

public 111ind?: 

It i~ worthy of obfervation, that in all 

eforms, whether civil or religious, wife and 

1 goo4 
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good men prove then1felves to be fuch, by 

this infallible criterion, that TH-EY NEVER 

.:ALTER FOR TPIE SAKE OF ALTERING, but 

in their zeal to introduce improvements, 

are confcientioufly careful to depart no fur-

~ ther . from efiablifhed ufages, than {lricl 

-duty and indifpenfible neceffity require. 

Infiead, therefore~ of -its being any fiigma 

· on our church fervice, that ·it was collected 

from breviaries and miifals, it adds f ub. 

fiantially to its value. The identity of true 

Ch~ifiian piety, -in all ages., l:,eing hereby 

dernenfl:rated, in a way as ·farisfactory to 

the judgment, as it is ~interefling to the 

heart. In fuch -a procedure, Chrifiian 

-liberty was u_nited with Chrifiia~ fobriety; 

primitive piety with honefi policy.- 1\ 

whole community was to be attached to the 

-new mode of worfhip, and, therefore, it 

.was expedient to break their habits no 

n1ore than Chriflian purity dem,anded.

They only, however, who aB:ualJy compare 

thofe of our prayers, which are feleeted 

,from __ ~o~i!h formularies, with the originals 1 

X ,, 
' .) 

.can 
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can form a j ufl idea with what dif crimina'l! 
tive judgment the work was executed, and 
what rich improvements are often intro
duced into the Englifh . collects, fo as to · 
heighten the fentiment, yet, without at all 
impairing the fimplicity. Indeed, the wif~ 
dom -and moderation of the founders of 
our church were equally confpicuous in. 
the whole of their proceedings ; never fire
riuoefly contending for any points, not even 
in that fummary of Chrifiian doctrines 
which was to be the efiablifhed ftandard, 
but for fuch as affected the grand, founda'! 
tions of faith, hope, and charity. 

How honourable to our reformers, and 
to the glorious work in w bich they fo f uc
cefsfully laboured, that in the very firft 
formation of the Englifh church, that care 
to difiingui{h between eifentials and non"! 
effen6als fhould be fo {hictly exercifed, 
which the brighteft philofophical luminary 
in his own, or perh~.,es in any age, fome 
years after, fo fironglyrecompiended, and 
f9 beat1tif1J,lly 1llufhated. "We fee Mofes," 

fays 
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fays Lord Bacon, " wli.en he faw the 

.Ifraelite and the Egyptian fight, he did not 

fay, why {hive ye? but drew his fword 

and flew the Egyptian. But when he fa w 

two lfraelites fight,he faid, you are brethren , 

why fl:rive you? If the point of doctrine be 

an Egyptian, it rnufl: be flain by the f word 

of the fpirit; but if it be an Ifraelite, thoug h 

in the wrong, then, why {hive you ? "\Ve 

fee of the fundamental points Chrifi penneth 

the league thus :-;-he that is not againft us 

is for us*." 

To the eternal 1:raife then of our re

formers, as well as with the deepeft grati

tude to God, be it faid, that, in their con

cern for matters of faith, in which concern 

they yielded to none of their contem_pora

ries, they intermingled a charity in whfrh 

they have excelled then1 all. And, in con

fequence of this radical and truly Chrfiian 

liberality, a noble fpirit of tolerance has 

·ever been the characl:erifiic of genuine: 
, 

* Lord Bacon on the Advancement uf L earning, 

Book fecond. 

x4 Church 
• 

I 
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Church of England di:vines : of thofe, I 
mean, who have co'rdiapy agreed with the 
firfl: reformers, and wi{hed no deviation 
from their principles, either in doctrine or 
in worfhip; defiring neither to add to, nor -
diminifh, the come}y order which they had 
efiablifhed iµ the public fervice ; nor to be 
·dogmati~al where they had been enlarged ; 
nor relaxed :where they had been explicit:
yet, re~dy at all tin~es to indulge the pre
judices of their weaker brethren, and to 

grant to others that freedom of thought, of 
which, in their own cafe, they fo fully un
derfiood the value. Our firfl: reformers 
were men of eminent piety, and, happily for 
the interefis of genuine religion, far lefs 
engaged in controverf y than the divines of 
the contin~nt. Even thofe of their own 
nation, who differed from them in leifer 
points, a~d .with whom they did debate, 
tvere men of piety /alfo, and entirely agreed 
with tl1em in doclrines. Hence, the firain 
of preaching, in our Church of England 
divines, became kfs polemical and more 
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pious and pracrical, than that of the clergy 

:of other churches. To this end the book 

of Homilies was highly conducive, being an 

exceUent model which ferved to give the 

example of ufeful and practical preaching. 

~n this mofr import~nt particular, and in that 

of deep and cm,dufive rea[oning, we may 

affign the decided f uperinriry to Englifu 

_divines, above all thofe of the continen t, 

though the latter may perhaps, in fome 

inftances, dif pute with them the palm of 

,eloquence. 

From divines of the aboye ch,Haaer, 

happily never wanting in any age, our 

national efl:ablifbment has ever derived its 

befl: fl:rength_ at home, and its honour and 

credit in f?reign countries. Thefe have 

made the Anglican church looked up to, 

by all the chu~c;hes of the reformation. 

Their learning has been refpect:ed, their 

w~f?o~ h~s be.en efl:eemed, their liberality 

has bee~ loved and honoured, their piety 

pas been revered, by all of every protefiant 

communion who were capable of difcern-
: . . 
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ing and approving excellence; nay, even 
in the Romi!h communion, they have 
fometimes excited a degree of efiimatiop, 
,vhich nothing could have called forth but 
the mofl: indifputable fuperimity. 

But, it is not only in the clerical order 
that the kindly influences of the Englifu 
efiabliiliment have been manife.fl: ; they 
appear in the brightefi: point of view, in 
thofe illufirious laymen, whofe labours have 
contributed not lefs to raife the Britifh 
name, than the achievements, unexampled 
:as they have been; of our armies or our 
navies. On account of thefo men, we have 
been termed by foreigners, a nation of phi
Iofophers ; and, for the fake of their writ .. 
ings, Engli{h has become, not fo much a 
fafhionable as, what is far more honourable, 
a kind of learned language in almoft every 
country of Europe.-Y et, in no writers 
upon earth, has a fenfe of religion been 
more evidently the very key-fl:one of their 
excellence. This it is which gives them 
that fobriety of mind, that intellell:ual con .. 

fcien tioufnefa 
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[cientioufnefs , that penetrating purfuit, not 

of fubtlety, but of truth ; that decorous 

dignity of language, that cordiality as wc:11 

as fubJimity of moral fentiment and expref:. 

fion, vvhich have procured for them, not 

merely the fuffrage of the underfl:ancling, 

but the tribute of the heart. 

And let it be attentively inquired, how 

they came by this rare qualification? how 

it ,happened that in them, fo n1uch more 

firikingly than in the learned and philofo

phkal of perhaps any other nation, increafe 

of knowledge did not generate fc,epticifm, 

nor · the confcioufnefs of their mental 

!lrength. infpire them with contempt for 

the religion of their country? \Vas it not, 

that that religion wa? fo modified, as equally 

to - endear itfelf to the vivid fenfibility of 

youth, the quick intelligence of m,anhood, 

the matured reflection of age and wifdom? 

That it did not, on the one hand, ·conceal 

the beauty and weaken the firength of v,ital 

truth, by cumbrous and unneceifary ad

juncts ;-nor, on the other hanq, withhold 

from 
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.from it that gra~eful drapery, without 
·which, i-n almofi: all infiances, the imagina
i:ion, as it were, inftinaively, refufes to per

~orm its appropriate fun~on of conveying 
--ruth to t:he heart !-And further, have not 

,the above invaluable .-effecrs been owing to 

his alfo, that ,the inherent fpirit of Chrif

tian tolera!).ce, which has been .defcribed, 

:as difiinguifhing our -communion from 
every .•other .. ,national communion in the 

:world, by all~wing to their n1inds every 
:jufi: -cfaim, ;has ,taken the befi poffible 

·method .of preventing intellectual licentiouf. 
nefsl --In fine, tCJ ,what other ,caufes than 
,thofe jufi fiated, can we ,-afcribe it, th~t this 
reountry, above all others, .has been the feat 
of philofophy, unboµnded in its refearches, 

yet m·<?defi in its aifumptions, and temperate 
rin its condufions ?--Of.literary knowledge, 

~not only patiently .purfued, a~d .profoundly 
explored, but wifely digefl:ed, and ufefully 
applied ?-Of religion, in its mofl rational, 

l 

;;mofl: influential, mofl: Chrifl:ian fbape and 
I 

f ha~~~tler ;;-not th_e _dreary labour of fupe~~ 
fiition ., . . ., 
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ftitton, not thf wild delirium of fanaticifm, 

but the infallible guide of reafon, the in

vincible guard of virtue, the enjoyment of 

. prefent peace, and the aifurance of future 

happinefs? 

But,. whatever providential caufes have 

hitherto contributed· · among us to re

f.train. infidelity and prophanenefs, have we 

no reafon to fear, that their operation& are 

growing lefs and lefs powerful ? And fh0,uld 

we not bear in mind, that it is not the form 

of our church eftablifhment, incomparable 

as that is, which can alone arrefi: the pro

grefa of danger, if there fhould arife any ' 

de:clenfion of zeaf in fupporting its befl: 

interefis, if ever there fhou1d be found any 
I 

lack of knowledg.e for zeal to work with. 

The charaB:er alfo of the reigning Prince 

will always have a powerful effect either in 

retarding or accelerating the evil. 

One of our mofi: able writers on hifl:ory

:and civil" fociety*, -is perpetually inculcating, 

that no political conflitution, no laws, no 

;ff; Fergufon. 
provifion 
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pro,·~fion rnade · by former ages, can ev¢r 
focure the aB:ual enjoyinent of political 
:happinefs: "and tiberty, if then~ -be not a 
zeal among the· living for the furtherance 
of thefe objeB:s. Laws will be mifcQnfl:-rued · 
and · fall into oolivio"n, and ancient maxims 
will be fuperfeded, if the attention of the 
exifiing generation be not alive to the fubm 
ject 

Surely it may be fa1d at leafl with equat 
truth, that no excellence of · our religious 
·efl:abiifhment, no orthodoxy in. our artidesli 
no, nor even that liturgy on whofe etcd
iencies we have delighted ~o expatiate, can 

· fecure the 1naintenance of true religion, 
lrmt in proportion as the religious fpirit is 
n1aintai11ed in our clergy ; in proportion 
as it is diffufed among the people; in pro-

._ portion as it is encouraged from the 
throne. 

If fuch then be the value, and fqch the 
tefults of the Englifh ecclefiafiical efiab,;. 
Jifh1;1ent, how high is the deftiny of that 
_perfonage, whom the laws of England re • . 

cogrnze 
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cognize as its fupreme head on earth ! 
How ·important is it, that the Prince, 

charged · with fuch an unexampled trufr, 

mould feel its weight, iliould underfrand its 

grand peculiarities, and be habitualiy im

preffed with his own unparalleled refpon 

fibi'lity. To mifemploy, in any infl:ance, 

the prerogative ·which this trufl: conveys, i3 

to leffen the frability, and counteraB: the 

u[efulriefs of the faireft and mofl: beneficial 

of all the vifible fabricks, erected in this 

lower world! But what an account ,would 

that_Prince, or that minifi:er have to render, 

who fhoutd ·fyflematically debaf e this little 

lefs than divine infl:itution, by deliberately 

confulting, not how the Church of England 

may be -kept . high in public opinion, in._ 

fluential on public morals, venerable through 

the n1eek yet manly wifdom, the unaffected 

yet unblemi.fhed purity, the energetic yet 

liberal zeal of its clergy ;-but, how it may 

be xnade fubfervient to the trivial and tem

porary interefrs of the P!evalent party, and 

the paffing hour? 
Befides 

I 
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Befides the diO.ribution of dignities; and 

the great indirelc · influence which this 

affords the Prince, in the dif pofal of a vaft 

body of preferment; his wifdom and ten

dernefs of confrience will be manifofied 

alfo in the appointment of the chancellor, 

whofe church-patronage is immenfe. And 

in the difcharge of that mofl important 

trufi, the appointment of the highefl digni

t~nies, the n:onarch will not forget, that his 

refponfibility is proportionably the more 

a:wful, becaufe the exercife of his power 

is Iefs likely to be controlled, and his judg

ment to be thwarted, than may often 

happen in the ca!e of his political fervants. 

Nor will if, it is prefumed, be deemed 

impertinent to rema1 k, that the jufl admi

niflration of this peculiar power may be 

reafonably expected as much, I had almoft 

faid even more, from a female, than from a 

mcnarch of the other fex. The bifhops 

chofen by thofe three judicious ~eens, 

Elizabeth, Mary, and Caroline, were gene

rally remarkable for their piety and le~m-. . 
1ng. 
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1ng. And let not the writer be f ufpecled 

of flattering either the ~een or the Bifhop 

by obferving, that among the wifdom and 

abilities which now adorn the bench, a 

Ii ving prelate high in dignity, in talents, 

and in Chriftian virtues, is faid to have 

owed his fituation to the difcerning piety 

of her prefent Majefl:y. 

What an ancient Canon, cited by the 

judicious Hooker, fuggefl:s to billiops on 

the fobjecl of preferment, is equally appli .. 

cable to Kings.-It exprejsly forbiddeth them 

lo be led by human ajf'eclion in bijlowing th, 

things of God *. 

tt The Ecclefiaftical Polity. 

'\roL. Ii. CI--IAP~ 
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CI-IAP. XXXV. 

Sit_perintendence of_ Providence manifefled in 

the Local Circumjlances, and in ihe Civil 

· lind Religious Hiflory of England • 

.,,. 

.... ~ :--.:oxc the various fubjecls on which the 

mind of the royal pupil ihould be exercifed, 

there is none more appropriate, than that 

"l.Nhich might, perhaps, be· mofl: fitly deno

n1in~ted, the.providential hiflory of Eng/and. 

That it has not hitherto engaged attention, 

in any degree f uitabie to its imp?rtance, is 

much more· an apology for its being, in the 

prefent inftance, fpecially adverted to, than 

a re~fon for its being any longer neglected. 

The marks of divine interference, in the 

general arrangement of fiates and empires, 

are rende,red fo luminous by the rays which 

Scripture prophecy has ihed upon them, as 

to firike every n1ind, which is at once at

tentive and candid, with a fore<! not to be 

refifted. 
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:refified. Bµt, while this indif putable truth 

leads us neceifarily to infer, that a like 
fuperintendence to that which is over the 

whole, acts likewife ref petting all the 

feparate parts ; the actual tracing this fu
perintendence, in the occurrences of par

ticular nations, mufl:, in general, be matter 

of difficulty and doubt, as that light of 

prophecy, which falls fo brightly on the 

central dome of the temple, cannot reafon

ably be hoped for, when we turn into the 

lateral receifes. 
There are infi:ances, however, in which 

God's providential works ihine fo clearly 

" by their own radiant light," as to 

demonfi:rate the hand which faihioned, and 

the fkill which arranged them. And though 

others are of a more doubtful nature; yet, 

~he_n the attainments of any one particulp.r 

nation become matter of general influence; 

fo tha,_t what was, at firft, the fruit of merely

local laqour, or ~he effect of a p~culiar co~
bination of local ~ircumfi:a-r:ic~s, _ becomes, 

from its obvious utility, or intrinfic excd-
, . . ..,. Y2 lence, 

\ . 
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lence, an objecl: to other furrounding coutf.1-

tries, and grows at length inte-an univerfaI 

benefit; -in fuch a difiinB:ion, we can 

hardly for bear to trace fomething f o like a 
confifient plan of operations, that the duty 

of obfervirig and acknowledging it, feems, 

incun1bent on fuch communities as appear 

to have been thus fignally favoured. What 

advantage, for infiance, has the whole 

civilized world . derived from the philofo~ 

phizing turn of the ancient Greeks ? How 

widely extenfive, and how durable has been 

its influence ! 
· Of what importance are the benefits, 

which ~he politic fpirit of the Roman 

' empire diffufed amqngft the countries of 

Eutope, meft of which, to this day, ac

knowledge the hand which reared them · 

from barbarifm, by frill retaining thofe laws 

which that hand tranfcribed for them; as 

if Rome were allowed to do that for men's 

cifcumfiances, which Greece was permitted 

to eifelt for their minds !-

But 
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But a third infiance is encumbered 

with lefs difficulty, - the -defignation of 

Judea to be.the local fource of true religion. 

-In this fmall province of the Roman em• 

pite, what aJcene was tranfaB:ed, and from 

thofe tranfactions, what a feries of confe. 

_ .Jquences have followed, and what a f yftem 

-0f influences has .been· derived, operating, 

-~nd frill to operate, on individuals-com• 

munities - ,nations - in ways, and with 

-effects, ,the happiefi:, or the mofi: awful, as 

. -they are ei;nbraced, or rejected ; and leading 

-to refults, not to be calculated even as to 

-this world,-but wholly inconceivable, as 

-t0 that future world, where all the deep 

purpofes. of God are to have their perfecl: 

confn1nmation ! . ~ , . 

· But, if fuoh has been the method of 

Providence in thofe great defigns, which 

have heretofore been carried on in the 

world, can we fuppofe that the fame plan 

is not fubfi:antially purfued in his prefent 

arrangements? Are not bleffings ftill to .be 

conferred on f ociety ? Bleffings, yet in ge. 

y 3 neral 
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neral unknown, and greater mea[ures of 
thofe which are already ~n part attairied ?..:.... 
How rare,. for example, has been . hitherto 

. the bleiling of complete civil government-:

of fuch a political fyfl:em, as combines the 

a·pparent contrarieties of public fecurity 
with perfonaL liberty ! An object ai~ed at 
by 'the wifeil legiflators ,of earlier times, but 

-regarded by them as a .beautiful theory, 

incapable of being realized ! Still more--

.Bo ~-limited is th~ attainment of religious 
tn.,ith__:._ef u.Jel/-weigbed, iuell-digejjed . religi
ous /Jelief ~'Jnd of u•ell-conceived, ,z,veff.r_egu

lated divin_e , ,z,c,?or/hip ! Chrifl:ianity exifl:s in 

-the_Scnpture, like virgin gold in the n1ine ; 
: but how few, comparatively, have been 
able to extract it without lofs, or to bring 

·it into public cireulatioh without deplo
rable alloy ! How erroneous, in mofl: jrr

fiances, are . th_qfo modes and exertifes of 

· it, which are adopted by fiates and govern
. men ts ; and how feldon1 does it feen1 

. rightly apprehended, even · by the mofl: 
,enlightened indivjdua.ls ! To fuppofe things 

' . 
· will 
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vill always remain in this fiate, is little 

fhort of an imputation on divine wifdom~ 

But, ih the 1nean time, how difaflrous are 

the confequences to individuals and to 

fociety ! 
.If there be then a country, long and 

fignally difi:inguifhed in both thefe in1port:. 

ant inflances, in the former; fo as to have 

been the object of univerfal admiration;

in the latter, fo as to have been looked up 

to, l;)y all the mofr enlightened parts of the 

Chriil:ian world.-If there be fuch a coun

try, can we help regarding its fuperiority to 

other countries, as the refult of a providen

tial deflination, as clear as that which 

allotted philofophy to ancient Greece, _and 

civil polity to ancient Rome ?-And may 

it not even be added, as really divine·, 

tl1ough not miraculous, as that which gav,e 

true religion to ancient Judea? , 

If England be this community; if Eng .. 

land be the fingle nation upon earth,

where that checked and balanced govern~ 

menr,-that tempera1nent of monarchic., 

Y 4 arifiocratir, 
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ariftocratic, and popular rule, which· philo
fophic fiatefmen, in an·cient times, admiTed 

fo much in theory, has been aaua_lly 

realized.-If it be alfo di:fl:inguilhed by a 

temperament in religious concerns little 

lefs peculiar, is not every thinking member 

of fuch a community bound to acknow., 

ledge with deepefl: gratitude, f o extraordi

nary a difi:inaion ? And what employment 

of thought can be more"interefring, than to 

trace the providential n1eans, by which 
f uch unexampled benefits-a·nd bleffings have 

been confel'red upon o'ur country ? 
To enter at large into fo vafi: a fubjefr, 

'Would be an impraaicable attempt, on fuch 
an occafion as the prefent. It would itfelf 
furnifu 1naterials for a volume rather than 

for a few pages *; and to treat it with 

jufiice 

' 
..It The train of thought purfued in this and the 

following chapter, as well as fome of the thoughts 
themfelves, both here, and in one or two former paf .. 
'fages, may perhaps be recognized by the Rev. and 
learned Dotl:or Miller, late fellow of Trinity College, 
Dublin, as a~kin to thofe views of providential hif:. 

. \ 

tory2 
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jtiflice would be a taik, to which the befl: 

informed and prof oundefl mind would 

alone be competent. A few fcattered ob

fcrvations, therefore, are all we can pretend 

to offer, not however without hope, that they 

will excite to a deeper and more extended 

invefl:igation. We are told by Saint Paul, 

that " he who made of one blood all na

tions, fixed not only the times before ap

pointed (the epochs of their rife and fall), 

but alfo the bounds of their habitation." 

The ref ult of this creative arrangement, re

f peeling the greater divifions of the earth, 

Europe, Afia, and Africa, feparated, yet 

conneB:ed by that inland ocean the Medi

terranean S~a, have been already noticed. 

But, nothing has been more pregnant in its 

confequences in this general plan, than the 

infulared fituation of Great Britain, with 

tory, which he has given in a courfe of leB.ures in th at 

College, The author gladly acknowledges having 

received, through a fri'end, a few valuable hints from 

this fource, of which it is earneO:ly hoped the public 

may in due time ~e pnt in full poffeffion. 

ref peel: 



f C).. • 1 • fl T,.. re pecL to our 11at10naL orcumuan,:es.-1r 
·we are at this day free, ,;vhile fo many 

• l I • • f1 d lf neignoourmg 11,!,tJo;is_ are en_ ave ,-- we 
ftand erect, while they are trampled on
let us not entirely attribute it to any fope
riority in ourfel vc~, · of f pirit, of wifdorn-~ 
or. firength ; but let us alfo hum'o1y and 
gratefully afcribe it to that appointment 
~f the Creator, which divided ns from 
the continent of Europe. Had we been 
a acce:ilible to the arms of France, 
2s Holland, Swiiferland, or the AuHrian 
N etbedands, we 

been involved 1n 
might perhaps have 

I •• the fame caJ.amit1es. 
1~ - 11. J 1,h . :!..JUt we cannot uop 1ere. ... 11e entu-e 
fer.res of our hiftory, as a n:1tion, feems in 
~ -great rneafure to have been derived fr01n 
t hi;s fource ; and every link in the chain 
of our fortune bears fome fignificant mark 
of our local peculiarity. \Vithout this, 
where would · have been our commercial 
opulence, or onr maritime power? lf we 
~1ad not been di.flinct as a country, we had 
not bec:n dif1:infr as a people.-\Ye might 

have 
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. have imbibed the taints, been mnulc.lecl by 

the manners, and immei-ged in the greatneG 

of our more powerful 11eighbo:.1rs. lt \GL 

that goodnefs which nnJe· ns an ifla11d., 

that laid the foundation of our national 

happinefs. It was by placing us in th , 

·n1idfl of the waters, thar the Almight y 

prepared our country for thqfe providen-

tial ufes to which it has ferved, arnl is yet 

. to ferve in the great fcheme of his C:li fi; en

f ations. Thus, then, we behold ourfelve 

raifed as a nation above all the nations ·of 

the earth, by that very circnmfl:ance which 

made our_ country be regarded, two thon

fand years ago, only as a receptacle for the 

refufe of tqe Rom::1n Empire! 

To this, evidently, it has been owing., 

that, amongfl us, the progrefs of foci et y_, 

from barbarifm to high improvemenr_, 

has not only been 1nore regular, but more 

radical aud entire, as to all the portions 

and circumfiances of the body politiC;, 

than in any infiance with which we ar~ 

acquainted. Shut in from thofe defolating 
blaib 
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blafl:s of war, which have ever and· anqn 

been f weeping the continent, the culture 
of our moral foil has been lefs -:impeded, 
and the feeds which have been fown have 
yielded ampler, as well as maturer harvefl:s. 
We have had ourviciffitudes-_ but in a man

ner peculiar to ourfelves . . They feem clearly 
providential, and not fortuitous ; fince it 
is certain that the agitations · which we have 
experi-encc-3, and the. apparent Lcalamities 
which we have fuffered, have been, in almofl: 
every · inftance, fignally conducive to our 

advancement. "\iVhen England became 

-poffeffed by the Saxons, fhe appeared only 
to be fharing the fate of the other European 
countries; all of which, about that period, 
or f oon after, became the prey of fin1ilar 

hordes of invaders. But a difference of 

refult, in our particular infiance, arifing 

chiefly fron1 our infular fituation, after 
fome time, prefents itf elf to us, as already 
marking that happy defiination with which 
Providence intended to favour us. 

It has been obf erved by hifiorians, that 

when 
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when an army of thofe northern invaders 

took poifeffion of any country, they formed 

their efiablifhment with a view to felf. 

defence, much more than to civil improve

ment. They knew not how fuddenly they 

n1ight be attacked by fome f uccefsful army 

of adventurers; and therefore, fays Dr. Ro

bertfon, " a feudal kingdom refembled 

" a military efl:ablifhment, rather than a 

" civil infl:itution." " Such a policy," 

adds the fame hifl:orian, " was well cal

" culated for defence, againfl the a{faults 

" of any foreign power; but its provifions, 

" for the interior order and tranquillity of 

" fociety, were extremely defective; the 

" principles . of diforder and · corruption 

" being difcernible in that confl:itution, 

" under its beft and mofl: perfea form*." 

To this "feudal fyfl:em," however, the 

newly efl:ablifhed potentates of the contiM 

nent feem to have been impelled by ne .. 

ceffi.ty; but an inevitable confequence was, 

~ Robe'rtfon's View of the State of Europe, prefixed 

to Charles V. Sec.t~ 1. 

that 
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that th'-!! tafie for liberty, which had am .. 
J , 

mated their followers in their native forefis,. 

could no longer ·be chei:i!hed, and was of 

c.ourfe doon1ed to ~xtincrion. 

Jn Britain alone, fuch a neceffity did not. 

exifi. The poffeffion of the country being 

once accornpli{hed, its tenure wa_s compa

r~ti vely fecured by the furroundins ocean. 

1)efence was not to be neglected; but 

danger was not imminent.-'Ihus no new 

habit ,vas forced on the new fettlers, fo -as 

to. cxpd the5r original propenfities ; and 

accorJingly, w~atever n1eans of fafety they 

n1ight have reforted to, againfi: each other, 

d uring the n1u1tiplicity of thefe govern

nients,-we fee, ?-t the difiance of four 

centuries, Alfred turning fron1 fuccefsful 

·w"arfare againit invaders, to exercife that 

-~onfummat~ wifdom, with which his n1ind 

was enriched, in fyfi:c:matizing thofe very 

aboriginal principles of Saxon liberty. A 

<:ivil p.qlity. ~-as tq~~ ~rected, which wJ.s not 

only in its day the moft perfect fci1eme 

of governrrtenr that · had yet ex.ifi:ed, but 
it . . . . . 
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-it alfo was formed of fuch 1naterials, and 

eflabli!hed on f uch a folid foundation., as 

never after to be wholly demoliihed ; until, 

at length, it has been gradually wrought 
into that magnificent fabric, ·\vhich, through 
the bleffing of heaven, is at this day the 
-glory and the defence of our ifiand. 

In thefe rudiments, then, of the Englifh 
<:onftitution, let us gratefully recognize t h,. 

firft mo:fl ftriking indication of a particular 
p~·ovidencc prefic.ling over our country. A 
genius, the firi1: of his age, is raifeu. in a r...: 
rnete and infulated part of •'urope,-whcrc., 

at firft view, it might be thought his talents 
n1ufl be deflitute of their proper fphere of 

aEtion. ~ut in what other El.uopean 
country could his enlarged views have 
been in any adequate degree realized! 
,Where the feudal government was efra

blifhed, f uch wife and liberal arrange

ments as thofe of Alfred were neceifarily 
precluded; at lcaft, they could not have 
been introduced, without firipping f u.ch a 
government of 'its dfential ._characters; 

2 Alfred's 



336 CIVIL AND REI,JGIOUS 

Alfred's fyfiem being as :fhiB:ly civil, as the 
other was military. He provided f ufficiendy 

for external fafety, but it was internal fecu 0 

rity and tranquillity to which his exquifite 

policy was peculiarly direB:ed. Ar,.d from 

its correfpondence with right reafon, with 

the native fpirit of the people, and with the 

local circumftances of the country, it fo 

rooted itfelf in the Englifh foil, as to out

live all the fi:orn1s of civil difcord, as well 

as the long winrer of the Norman tyranny. 

Is it not then remarkable, that \vhen fuch 

a concurrence of favourable circumfl:(l.nces 

exiiled, in that very fequefte.red fpot ihould 

arife an individual, fo precifcly fitted to turn 

then1 to, what appears, their allotted pur

pof e ? I-fad there not been an Alfred to 

accomplifh the work, all thefe capabilities 

might foon have vanifhed, and our national 

happinefs never have been realized.-On 

the other hand; had Alfred lived without 

his appropriate f phere of atl:ion, he would 

no doubt have been a fuccefsful warrior, 

a grac10us Pri1xe, and clearly, as far as 

the 
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the fiate of men's minds admitted, a friend 
lo letters, and fuch rude arts as were then in 
ufe; but he wo'uld not have been venerated , 
at the difiance of a thoufand years, as the 
founder of the befi fcheme of laws, and the 
happiefr fyfiem -of government, that the 
world ever faw. 'Such a correfpondence, 
then~ of fo difiinguiilied an agent to fo apt 
a fphere of acliori, and attended with refults 
fo permanent, fo beneficial, and fo widely 
influential on human fociety, was furely far 
above fortuitous coincidence. Was it not, 
on the ·contrary,an adaptation fo [elf-evident, 
as can only be afcribed to the fpecial inter
ference of over-ruling Providence? 

It is true, that, by the Norman conquefi, 
the benefits derived from this wife and 
happy efl:ablifhment appeared for the time 
overwhelmed by a threefold tyranny,
regal, feudal, and ecclefiafiical. But this; 
on an attentive view, will appear no lefs to 
have been over-ruled for good.-To reprefs 
for the purpofe of excitement, and to em,. 
ploy grofs admixtures, in order to higher-

voL. II. z purification , 
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purification, are procedures congruous with 

all the laws of nature. 

In a confl:itution formed in fo dark an 

age, and adapted to fo rude a people, there 

could be little more than the crude ele

ments of fuch a political fyftem, as more 

advanced times would require. Yet h.1d 

the enjoyment of thofe earlier privileges 

ren1ained undiflurbed, nothing better might 

hav~ been aimed at; and inflead of that 

progreilive advance, with which we have 

been bleifed, our nation might, at this day, 

have only been difiinguifhed by a blind and 

fiupid attachment to fome obfolete forms 

of liberty, from which all fubfiantial worth 

had long fince departed.-For the preven

tion of fuch an €Vil, human forefight could 

make no provifio1: ; and we may now look 

back with wonder, on the wifdom, as well 

as efficacy 1 of the procefs. The original 

plan was guarded by the fame gracious 

hand, until the habits induced by it were 

fixed in the minds of Englifhmen ;-then 

it was fufpended , that they might firuggle 

2 to 
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to regain it ; and by the activity thus ex

cited, and more and more elicited by new 

competitions, they might at length attain 

to the hlgheft civil and political happinefs, 

which has been enjoyed in this imperfect 

fl:ate of being. 

But, on a yet more enlarged view of our 

national progrefs, £hall we not be led to 

conclude, that f omething more than the 

improven1ent of our political conftitution 

was in the defign of Providence, when the 

Norman dynafly became poifeifed of the 

throne ? A far more important reformation, 

than that of human laws, or political 

fyfi:ems, was at length to take place. And 

in this great . ecclefiaftical revolution, Eng

land was intended to ace a conf picuous 

part. For this, even thefe preparatory fieps 

would be neceifary. And may we not 

clearly trace fuch fteps from the epoch of 

which we are fpeaking ?-The encroach

ments of the papal fee had, till then, 

been comparatively little felt in England. 

But the Norman princes introduced foreign 

z 2 bilhops, 
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bifhops, who exercifed in the church as

galling a dominion, as that of their royal 

patrons in the ftate,-" The confciences of 

men," fays Sir William Blackfi:one, " were 

" enflaved by four ecclefiafi:ics, devoted to 

" a foreign power, and unconnected with 

" the civil ftate under which they lived ; 

"who now imported from ~ome, for the 

" firft time, the whole farrago of f uperfii .. 

" tious novelties; which had been engen

" dered by the blindnefs and corruption of 

" the times, between the firfi: miffion of 

" Augufiine the monk, and the Norman 

" conquefi:* .'~ 
Had thefe pernicious pra~ices been gra

dually and infenjibly introduced, as they 

were in mofl: countries on the continent, 

they would have been inevitably con1bined 

with the com.man habits of the people. 

But being thus fuddenly and forcibly im

pofed, in conjuncli,on too with fuch a 

mafs of political grievances, their . almofi: 

-~ Blackftone's CommentariL s, Vol. IV. I aft chap . 

7 . neceifary 
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1eceffary tendency was to excite a fpirit of 

refifrance. We accordingly find, that in 

every advance which was made towards 

regaining a free government, a conquefl: 

was gained over fome infl:ance of eccle

fiaflical as well as of political tyranny ; 

than which, what more effel1:ual courfe 

could the mofl fagacious forefight have 

purf ued, for roufing the national mind from 

the dead drowfinefs of fuperfl:ition, and 

preparing it to give a cordial reception to 

that light of religious truth, which, when 

the proper feafon :fhould arrive, was to 

beam forth with peculiar brightnefs on 

this favoured country ? 
But it is. not only in its encroachments 

and feverities that · we are to regard the 

Norman government as an infl:rument of 

Providence. It, doubtlefs, was the means 

of much direl1: ahd pofitive good. The 

minds of Englifhmen needed improvement, 

fl:ill more than their civil conf1:itutiono 

Alfred had attempted to fow the feeds of 

learning, as well as of jurifprudence, 

z 3 amongft 
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amongft his country_men ; but to infpire a 

barbarous people with a love of literature; 

was what neither he nor his mailer, Charle

magne, was able in any great degree to ac

complifh. An advance of general civilization 

was rreceifary to elicit fuch a difpofition; and 

it ·was not until toward the beginning of the 

I 2th century, that any part of W eftern Eu

rope appeared to have been vifited with the 

dawn of an intelleclua1 day. A connexion, 

therefore, with the continent, previoufly to 

that period, could not have ferved the 

n1oral, and might have injured the politi

cal interefis of our ifland. But that it 

ihould, jufi at that time, be brought into 

f uch circumfiances, as fhould enf ure its 

participation in all the mental acquirements 

of the neighbouring countries, appears evi

dently to befpeak the fame fuperintendence-, 

as _in the infiances already noticed. 

It is, however, in the great event of the 

Englifh reformation, that we perceive, as 

has been already obferved *, the 1nofl firik-

* Ch .. · ap. xxxn. . 
1ng 
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ing marks of divine direction; and it feems 

to difcover to us, why it has pleafed God to 

difi:ingui{h us by fo many previous in

ftances of favour. We were not only to 

be blelfed with the light of truth ourfelves, 

but we were to be, in fome fort, " a city 

fet upon a hill." , The peculiar tempera

ment of the Englifh protefl:ant efl:abliih-

1nent, which places it in a kind of midJ1 

line between the churches of the continent, 

has been alfo noticed in a former chapter. 

But is it not evident, that our national 

church, humanly fpeaking, derived that 

temperament from a previouily-formed 

national character? " The Englifh," fays 

Voltaire, '' into whom nature h.1s infu[ed a 

f~irit of independence, adopted the opini~ns 

of the reformers, but n1itigated them, and 

compofed from them, a religion peculiar to 

themfel ves ,x, ". It is feldon1 that., on f uch 

a fubjecl:, this acute but mofl: p~rvcrted 

pen has fo jufl:ly defcribed the fall:. But, 

what a ihiking tefiimony i£ this, not only 

;,If< Sicclc de Louis XIV. Chap. xxxii. 

z+ to 
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to the worth of that national characl:er:t 
which thus difiinguiilied itfelf from the 
whole Chrifiian world, but alfo to the 
depth of that divine wifdom, which made fo 
many remote and unconnecred contingences 
work together in producing fo valuable a 
refult ! 

In eilabliiliing a religion, which is found
ed on truth, and which confifls eifentially 
in the love of God and n1an, what ~ore 
f uitable dif pofitions could there be provided, 
than an independent fpirit, and a mitigating 
temper? That both thefe were eminently 
exemplified by our venerabl€ reformers, 
need not here be pr~ved. Nor is it necef
fary to enlarge upon the obvious tendency 
of the Englifh laws and confiitution, to 
form fuch difpofitions in thofe who lived 
within their influence. If this tendency 
were doubtful, a ftriking fact in after-times 
might ferve to illufl:rate it. I mean, that 
fteady zeal with ,vhich all the great con
fiitutional lawyers, during the agitation_s 
9f the feventeenth century, endeavoured to 

. preferve 
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preferve to the Engli{h church efl:ablifu

ment, that very temperament, which had 

fo happily entered into its firft formation. 

Nor can we pafs over the care which was 

ta].(en, in the very occurrences of the refor

mation, for adapting it to the independent 

fpirit of the Engliih, and alfo for perpe

tuating, in the efl:ablifument itfdf, that mild 

p,nd mitigating temper which had influenced 

its firft founders. 

It was indifpenfible that the change in 

the church-eftablifun1ent !hould be accom

plifued by the paramount powers of the 

fiate; they alone being either legally, or 

:paturally competent. But no aft of a king 

or council,. or eyen of a parliament, was 

adequate to ~ffea in the minds of the Eng

lifh public, that rational and cordial acqui

efcence in the new ftate of things, without 

which it mufl: have been inefficient, as to 

~nfluence, and infecure as to duration. 

But for this, _Providence itfdf made ad

n1irable provifion. The pious and amiable 

~dwird was kept upon the throne, until 
all 
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all that was neceifary to be done, in an 
external and political way, had been effecred. 
Then, for a time, the old fyfiem was per
mitted to r.:turn, with all its horrible ac
companiments, in order, as it fhould feem, 
that the protefiant church of England mjght 
not reft upon human laws alone, but m-ight . 
appear to have originated in the fame effen
tial principles ·vrith thofe of the apofiolic 
church, and to hc1.ve been conflituted by 
n1en of a like fpirit, who, when called to 
it, were fimilarly prepared to feal their 
teflimony with their blood, 

The fervice that thefe illufhious men 
had done, by their temperate wifdom, 
~nd admirable judgment, in the reign of 
Edward, in compiling fuch a liturgy, and 
d1abliiliing fuch a worfhip, and f uch 
a fornl of dcchine, is ever to be had 
in grateful remembrance. But their paf
five virtue, their primitive heroifm, in pa
tiently, and even joyfully, dying for thofe 
t ruths, which they had confcientioufly 
~dopted ; this it was which eflabli{hed prrJ -

(1 • r t e1 rantu~-
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teRantif min the hearts of the Englilli popu

lace ! 'fhey faw the infernal cruelty of the 

popilh leaders, ·and the calm magnanimiry 

of the protefl:ant martyrs. They fa w the!e 

holy men, whofe connexion with fecular 

politics might be thought to have corrupred 

them, ,and whofe high fration in fociety 

might be fuppofed to have enervated them, 

facing death in its moft dreadful form~ with 

n1ore than human tranquillity 1 They faw 

all this, and the impreffion n1ade upon thern 

was like that which was made on the 

Ifraelites at Mount Carmei, by the event of 

the memorable contefl: between the priefis of 

Baal, and the prophets of the Lord!

Accordingly,. on the death of 1\/Iary, the 

acceffion of Elizabeth excited univerfai jny. 

The acq uiefcence of th~ people in the 

changes made by Henry, a.:-id even by 

Ed ward, were little more than acts of ne

ceflity, and therefore implied no revoluti0n 

in the general opinion. .But now it was 

evinced, by every poffible proof, that a 

thoroughdetefi:ation of popery had extended 

itfelf 
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itfelf through the whole com1nunity.
" Were we to adopt," fays Goldf mith, 
" the maxim of the catholics, that evil may 
be done for the production of good, one 
might fay, that the perfecutions in Mary 's 
reign were permitted only to bring the king
dom over to the protefl:ant religion. The 
people had formerly been compelled to 

I 

embrace it, and their fears induced them to 
conform, but now almofl the whole nation 
were proteflants from inclination."-N a
thing can furely be more jufi: than the fub
ftance of this fentiment. The lively writer 
feem s only to have forgotten, that we may 
af cribe to divine Providence, the permiffion 
of evil in order to · greater good, without 
fancl:ioning any maxim, revolting in theory, 
or dangerous in praB:ke. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

1:he fame Subje[l continued.-Tolerant Spirit 

of the Church.-Circunytances which led 
to the Revolution-and to the providential 

Succejjion of the Houfe of Hanover. 

THE circumfl:ance attending the Reforma

tion, which has been mofl: regretted, :was, 

that a portion of the prote.flants were diifa

tisfied with it, as not coming up to the 

extent of their ideas ; and that this laid the 

foundation of a fyfiem of diifent, which 

broke the uniformity of public vi1orfhip, and 

led, at length_, to a temporary o_verthrow, 

both of the ecclefiafiical and civil confi:itu

tion. · 

On thefe events, as human tranfaB:ions , 

our fubjelt does not lead us to enlarge. If 

the above remarks,. with thofe in a forego

ing chapter, on the peculiar characl:ers of 

the Englifh efl:ablifhment, be juft, thefe per .. 
. fons:, 
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fans, however confcientious, were oppofing,., 

without being aware of it, an infl:itution 

which, frmn its excellent te~dency and 

effects, feeIT.s to have been fanc1:ioned by 

Providence. But may not even their op• 

pofirion, and fubfequent di!fent, be confi

~lered in the fame light as thofe other tranf

~-CTions, which have been mentione4; that 

is, as permirted by the all-wife Difpofer, in 

order to beneficial refults, which could not 

in the nature of things, according to our 

conception, have been equally produced 

through any other infirumentality ? For 

example: did it not fupply the aptefl: 

means, which we can conceive, for anf wer

ing the important purpofe, which was n1en- ·· 

tioned above-the perpetuating in the ejlab

lifoment itfelf, that mild and mitigating 

temper'!! which had fa fignally influenced its 

Jir:ft founders ? 

If Chrifl:ian virtue be, in every irifl:ance, 

the ref ult, and the reward, of conflict; and 

if each virtue be formed, as it were, out of 

the ruins of the oppofite vice; then may 
we 
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we not deem it morally certain, that a 
Chrifl:ian com1nunity, -vvhich God" delight
ed to honour," fhould, as well as indivi
duals, have an opportunity fuitable to its 
circumfl:ances, of not being " overcome of 
evil;'' but " of overc0ming evil with 
good?'' And would it not, therefore, 
appear probable that, though it fhould 
pouefs that political firength, and that 
portion of outward dignity, which might 
be nece!fary to its efficiency as a nation~ 
efl:abliiliment, it fhould alfo have fome 
oppofition to encounter, fome trials . to 

fuflain, fome calumnies to furmount, fome 
injuries to forgive ? ,v culd not fuch dr
cumfl:ances fl:rengthen its clai n to being 
deemed -ari. integral part of the church 
militant ? and would they not fit it for 
anf wering all the purpofes of a Chrifrian 
efl:ablifument, far better than if it had pof
feifecl that exclufive afctndancy, which 
ihould leave no ro0:n for the exercife of 
paffive, and al mo.fl f uperfede the neceffity 
even of active virtue? 

That 
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That the fchifm, of which we fpeak, was 

permitted by Providence for f ome f uch 

purpofe as that jufl defcribed, appears pro

bable, from the agreement of fuch an 

intention with that wife and temperate 

plan by which the Reformation had been 

effected ;-from the obvious confiflency of 

providing • for the continuance of that 

moderate and mitigating temper of the 

firfl reformers ;-and, above all, becaufe it 

is evident that the event in quefi:ion has 

actually anfwered this valuable purpofe ;

the mofr eminent divines of our church 

having been generally as much difi:ingui!hed 

for candour towards thofe who differed 

from them, as for ability and fi~rnnefs in 

maintaining their own more enlarged mode 

of conduct. 

That they could not have fo fully mani

fefled thefe amiable and truly Chriflian 

qualities, in a i1:ate of things where there 

was nothing to call them forth, is felf

eviden·t : and it is almoi1: as c_ertain, that 

even their poifeffion of fuch v-irtues rnui1: 

depend 
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depend upon their having had motives to 

exercife them. We accordingly perceive, 
in the lives and writings of the great lumi
naries of our church, not only a happy pre
valence of liberal principles, and charitable 

feeli~gs, but alfo the very procefs, if we 

may fo fpeak~ by which thefe principles and 
feelings were formed. From having con. 
tinually in their view, a fet of perfons, who 

had Jubjlantially the fame faith, yet differed 
in modes of worfhip ; we fee them acquir
ing a peculiar habitof difi:inguifhing betweer:i 
the eifentials, and circumfi:antials of reli

gion. Their judgment becomes firong, as 
their charity becomes enlarged, and above 

all other div~nes, perhaps, they invefrigate 
religion as philofophers, without injury to 
the humility of their faith, or the fervency 
of their devotion. In almofl: every other 
comn1union ( though with fome ad~irable 

exceptions), deep contemplative piety often 
appears affociated with f ome fentiment or 
practice, which is apt to abate our efiima .. 

tion of the rationality of the party ; or if 

voL. II. A A rationality 
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rationality be preferved, there is too often 

fome diminution of the -pious affeB:icns. 

And what proves, that from the feeming 

evil, of which we have fpoken, God has 

by his over-ruling influ~nce deduced this 

good, is, that the completeft f pirit of tole

ration, and this high defcription of cha. 

racl:er, have not only been commonly 

united, but that feafons which peculiarly 

called forth in churchmen the exercife of 

Chrifl:ian forbearance, were alfo fingularly 

fruitful in examples of this fublime and 

philof op hie piety *. 
In fact, whether we confider the circtm1-

fl:ances under which the church of England 

was formed, the language in which fue 

expreifes her fenfe of the Ghrifl:ian doctrines , 

the fpirit which pervades all her formula

ries, or the temper which has difl:ingui{hed 

the firfl: founders, and all their genuine 

. f ucceifors ; fue evidently appears defigned 

bv Eternal \¥ifdom to have been a tolerant 
.• 

1t .,., cc . . ifhop Burnct's -}lifior_y of his m:rn Times . 

church ; 
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church; and by being fuch, to be the 

means of ferving the great caufe of Chrif. 

tianity, in certain important infl:ances, which 

could only be accomplifhed in a fl:ate of 

religious liberty. In too n1any other Chrif

tian countries, the efl:abliihed religion has 

appeared to rdt entirely upon a political 

foundation. In confequence of this, n1en 

of lively talents have too generally, in fuch 

countries, become infidels. In England, 

the tolerant nature of the church efl:abli!h

n1ent, in honourably maintaining, and giv

ing th~ highefl: reverence to a national fonn 

of worfhip, but allowing individuals their 

unrefl:rained choice, has left religion itfelf 

to be a matter of 1eafon and con vicl:ion, as 

really as it · was in the primitive times : 

and the confequence has been,. that reafon 

and conviction have fignall y done their 

part. Infidels have n1ade their utmofl: 

efforts, with every aid that perverted 

talent, and mifapplied learning could give 

to them; but all they could accon1pli!h, has 

been to call forth far more powerful n1inds 

A A 2 tQ 
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to defeat them with their own weapons ; 
and to demonfl:rate, ·that though the divine 
religion of the Gofpel leans on political 
fupport, for the fake of greater public 
utility, yet its appropriate firength is that 
of invariable reafon, irrefragable truth., and 
Je!fevident excellence. 

And while the Englifh eftabli!hment has 
thus ferved the general interefls of religion, 
fhe has alfo mofr fubfiantially ferved her
felf. Making her appeal to reafon, fhe has 
been efiimated accordingly; and what fhe 
has not endeavoured to extort by force., 
has been greatly yielded to her from rational 
attachment. It was natural, _that the tole
ration which was given, fhould, in fo ex
clufive a con1n1unity, be largely made ufe 
of. But this leaves room for the efiabli!h
ment to try its comparative fitnefs to attach 
n1ore minds, in which, be it faid without 
invidioufnefs, the refult has at all times 
been fuch, as fignally to :fhengthen what
ever has been adduced to illufirate the high 
providential ufes of the efiabli!hed church 
of England. 

Still :t 
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Still, however, as the natural and proper 
tendency of the very beft things may be 

thwarted by oppofite influences, we ought 

to be aware, that the genuine tendency of 

the €fiablifhment to attach men's minds, 

and recommend itfelf by its own excellence, 
fuould not be trufl:ed in fo confidently, as 

that any of thofe to whom this precious 

depofit is committed fhould, from an idea 
that its influence cannot be weakened, be .. 

come fupine, while its enemies are alive 
and aB:ive. We do not mean, that they 

fuould oppofe the adverfaries of the church 

by acrimonious controverfy, but by the more 

_ appropriate weapons of acrivity and dili
gence. We may reafonably pref ume, that 

the Almighty, having wrought fuch a work 
for us at the Reformation, will ftilt continue 

his blefiing, while the fame means are en1• 
ployed to maintain which were ufed to 
eftabli{h it. But to this end every aid 

fhould be reforted to, every method !hould 

be devifed, by which the . great mafs of the 

people may be brought to the public wor
:fhip of the church. To one moft important 

A A 3 mean~ 
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·means we have already adverted *, and it 
c~nnot be too n1uch infified on-that the 

lower claifes, among _which the defection is 
greatefl:, fnould betimes receive an impref. 

fion on their n1inds, not only of God's 

goodnefs and mercy, but of his power and 

fupremacy; and alfo, that God is the real 

original authority by which " Kings reign, 
· and Princes decree jufiice ;" by which 

obedience and loyalty to government are 

enforced, and all the fubordinate duties of 
, life required of them. It is fron1 the pulpit, 

undoubtedly, that every duty, both to God 
and man, is befi inculcated, and with a 
power and fanclion peculiar to itfelf; and 

it is the clergy that mufi prepare for God 

faithful fervants and true wodhippers ; and 

for the King., a willing and obedient 

people. 

But the clergy, however zealous, pious, 

and aB:ive, cannot find time to do all that 

might be done. A people might be pre

pared for the clergy then1felves. The 

:;i, Chap . xv-. 
· n1inds 
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n1inds of children :fhould be univerfa!ly 

farniliarized with the moving fi:ories, and 

their affections excited by the amiable cha

racters, in the Bible. "\iVhen the beautiful 

allegories of the New Tefiament have been 

not only fi:udied, but properly interpreted 

to them ; when their memories have been 

fi:ored with fuch f ubjects and paifages as 

confl:antly occur in preaching, the fervice 

of the church, by becoming more intelli

g~ble, will become more attractive. And as 

we have already obferved, with their religi

ous infi:ructions, therefhould be inixedacon

ftant fenf e of the excellence of their own 

church, the privileges of belonging to it, 

the mifchief of departing from it, the duties · 

which lie upon them as members of it. 

· They fhould be taught the nature of the 

government ·of this church, the authority 

from which it is derived, and their duty 

and obligations, not as children only, but 

through life to its minifi:ers. They fhould 

pe · taught what all the offices and infiit.u,-
. 

AA4 t10ns 
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tions of the church mean ; that none of 
them ·are empty ceren1onies, but arrange
ments of genuine wifdom, and to be valued 
and ufed accordingly. 

We will venture to fay, that were f~ch a 
mode of training the lower claffes every 
where adopted, they would then, not occa-
jionally, fall in with the firea1n on Sundays,· 
and be mixed, they know not why, with a 
congregation of cufiomary worfhippers ; 
but they would come with ability to under
fiand, and difpofitions to prefer the efia
blifhed mode of worfhip; their . ideas and 
fenti1nents would readily mix and affimilate 
with what they faw and heard. And thus 
an habitual veneration, both for the church 
and its paftors, would be an additional pre
paration for the gradual influence of real 
religion on their minds ; but while thefe 
modes of inftrucl:ion may be maintained by 
the leifure and the liberality of the laity, 
the clergy mufi be the life, 2.nd foul, and 
f pirit of them. 

- But 
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But to return.-Perhaps, in a fair view 

of the importance of that truly Chrifl:ian 

liberty, which, ever fince the Revolution of 

1688, has been efl:ablifhed in England, 

it might be doubted, whether this was not 

the ultimate object:, on account of which, 

the civil rights of the Englifh community 

were fo providentially fofl:ered. Certain 

' it is, that at every period of our hiflory, 

when an advance is made in civil matters, 

fome ftep appears generally to have been 

gained in ecclefiafl:ical concer:0.s alfo ; and 

the completion of the one is equally that 

of the other. But it feems as if the difl:inct 

agency of Providence, in bringing our 

church to that avowed and eftablifhed tole

rance, which was alike congenial to its 

fpirit, and neceffary to its purpofe, is even 

more remarkable than that feries of inter

pofitions which has been referred to in the 

civil hiftory of the country. And let it not 

be forgotten, that the toleration of our 

church is connecled with our national love 

of 
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of civil liberty, and that the fiate alfo is 
tolerant*. 

The long reign of ~een Elizabeth 
feems to have been defigned for the pur~ 
pofe of confolidating and perpetuating the 
great work which had been accomplifhed. 
During that period, all the energies of the 
prerogative were exercifed for the exclu_five 
maintenance of the efi:ablifoed relig_ion. 
And n1ay we not believe, that this was 
neceifary, till the new order of things 
fhould have efl:abli!hed itfelf in the habits 
of the people. 
\ 

That neither civiI nor religious li~erty 
was fti_lly enjoyed in England till the Revo. 
lution, will not _be denied. And that the 
weak, and fometimes n1ofi erroneous con
duel of the race of Stuart was pr.ovidentially 
over-ruled, fo as to lead to that glorious
confummation, is equally obvious. 1\/la) 

* It is to be lamentecl that there was a moft un
happy inftance of departure from this fpirit in the 
1·eign of Charles II. 

we 
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we not then fuppofe, that this family was 

brought upon the throne for this purpofe, 

when we fee, that when that objecl: was ripe 

for accomplifhment, the family, in its male 

line, was excluded from the fovereignty, on 

the clearefl: grounds of invincible neceffity, 

and hopelefs bigotry : an event, the oc

cafion for which v-ras as n1uch to be 

deplored, as its motives are to be revered, 

and its confequences to be gloried in. 

This Revolution was one of thofe rare and 

critical cafes, which can never be pleaded 

as a precedent by difcontent or difaffecl:ion. 

It was a fi.ngular infl:ance when a high duty 

was of neceffity fuperfeded by a higher; 

and ,vhen the paramount rights of law and 

confcience united in urging the painful but 

irrefiit:ible neceffi ty. 

God has made human fociety progref

five, by the laws of nature, as well as by 

the order of his Providence. At fome 

periods, this progrefs feems accelerated.

It is, doubtlefs, the wifdon1 of thofe who 

prefide over con1munities, to mark all fuch 

periods, 
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periods, and infiead o~ reftfling, to regulate 
th_e progrefs. This did not the unfortu
nate honfe of Stuart. Their political errors 
fhall not here be enumerated. Probably 
they would have been preferved from them, 
if they had not fought againft divine Pro
vidence, in feveral infia.nces. The fpirit of 
the Englifh reformation was that of rational 
but :fhict piety. This firicrnefs, the con
duct both of James and even of the firfl 
Charles, had a tendency to extinguifh, by 
fancl:ioning, and, in a degree, enjoining the 
profanation of the Lord's day.-The order 
of public. worfhip, as efiabli!hed by the re
formers, ,vas fufficiently majefiic ;-no de
corous circumfiance being wanting, no 
~xceptionable ceremonies being admitted. 
Infiead of wifely and fteadily guarding 
this admirable arrangement from encroach
ments, the unfortunate Charles endeavoured 
to bring back thefe genuflections, and 
other ceremonies, which the firfi reformers 
had difcarded; and enforced thefe inno
vations by a fever it y, fiill more abhorrent 

from 
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from the t~mper of the Anglican Church.

Under fuch mifmanagement, thofe diifen

tient principles, which exiCT:ed fince the 

Reformation, were fanned into that furious 

flame, from which the Englifh confl:itution 

in Church and State feems to have come 

forth unhurt, only becaufe the deugns of 

over-ruling Providence required their pre
ftrvation. 

The fecond Charles, untaught by the 
calamities of his virtuous but mifguided 

fath~r; difregarded all principle in his 

public, and outraged all decency in his 

private conducr. :His reign was a continual 

rebellion again ft that Providence, which 

had deflin~d the Englifh nation to exem .. 

plify, both good government, and, good 

morals, to the furrounding world. Perhaps, 
however, nothing !hort of the enormities 

of himfelf, and the mifconduB: of his f uc~ 

c~ffor, could have been f ufficient to impel 

the Eriglifh, after the miferies they had fo 

lately experienced from anarchy, to the 
I • 

vindication of their jufl, · confiitutional 

rights. 
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rights. And probably, again, they would 

not have poifeifed that temper, which kept 

them from demanding more than their juft 

rights, if they had not received that previous 

difcipline from the hand of I-leaven. It 

is worthy of notice, that when the houfe 

of Stuart was dif poifeifed of the throne of 

England, that fame Providence caufed a 

refpite in favour of thofe t\:vo * Princeifes 

who had not participated in the vices of their 

father's houfe. Of thefe, the elder wa~ 

made a chief inflrument in the great work 

which was to be accompliihed. She was 

a cordial Protefian t, and a pious Chrifiian ; 

and vYe cannot doubt, but her marriage 

with that Prince who was appointed to 

perfect our liberties, ,vas a fpedal link in 

the chain of intermediate caufes. She 

became a true Engliili fovereign: a lover 

of the eftabliiliment, and an example of 

Chrifl:ian charity. Stricl:ly and habitually 

devout amid all the temptations of a court, 

* Mary and Anne. 

1he 
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the was prepared to meet death with almofl: 
more than reGgnation. 

The character of her fifl:er was much 
lefa impreffive; her good qualities being 
better fitted for private rife than a throne. 
It would be hard to charge her with inhe
riting the faults of her ancefl:ors, from all 
t he groifer inftances of which fhe was clearly 
exempt. Yet there certainly appears, in 
her attachn1ents, much of that weak f ub
jeltion of n1ind, ( and a little, it may be 
feared, of that diffimulation too,) which 
had been f o manifefl in fome forn1er mo
narchs of her family. Yet even this weak
nefs was over-ruled to great purpofes. I-fad 
her attachment to the duchefs of Marlbd~ 
rough been more moderate, the duke 
might not have poffeffed that fuprerne 
authority, which enabled him · to ~umble, 
by fo unexampled a feries of victories, 
that pDwer which had been the fcourge of 
Proteftantifm, and the peft of Europe. And 
had her temper been lefa ~nutable, it migh~ 
not have been fo eafy to accomplifh a peace, 

when 
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when the reafonable ends of war had been 

fo fully anf wered. 

It v:ould almofi feem that the Hfue of thi5 

Princefa was deemed by Providence too 

central a branch of the Stuart family, to 

be entrufied with the newly renovated 

confiitution. A more difiant connection 

had already been fpecially trained for this 

moil: important trufi:, though with little 

apparent probability of being called to 

exercife it, the Princefs Anne having been 

no lefs than feventeen times pregnant. 

The death of the duke of Gloucefier, the 

lafr of her family, at length turned the 

_ eyes of the Engliih public toward the 

Princefs Sophia ; and from henceforth !he 

and her iifue were reco~nized as pref ump. 

tive heirs to the crown. Many o~ the 

events whi~h occurred during the lafi: 

years of ~een Anne's reign, ferved not a 

little to enhance to all who were cordially 

attached to the Engliih confi:itution, the 

providential bleiling of fo f uitable a fuc~ 

ceffion. 
Amore 
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A more remarkable event is fcarcely to 

be found in the annals of the world: No
thing could be more eifential to the inte

refl:s of Britifl1 liberty, than that they, who 

were concerned for its maintenance, fhould 

be poffeifcd of the ptomptefl: and mofl: 
unexceptionable means of filling the vacant 

throne. No Prince was fitted to their pur

pofe, who was not zealouily attached to 
the proteftant religion ; and it was defirable 

that he {hould, at the fame time, poifefs 

fuch a title, on ground of confanguinity, 

as that the principle of hereditary monar

chy might be as little departed from, as 

the exigencies of the cafe would admit. 

For the re.curing of both thefe radieal 

objeB:s, what an adequate provifi,on was 
n1ade in the princefs Sophia, and her illuf
trious offspring ! Their tie of blood, fo 

I 

imrnediate as to render their f ucceffic>n 

inevitable, in cafe of actual failure of p0-
fl:erity to James the Sec0nd, and confe

quently to 1nake it follow7 as a thing 0f 

VOL. II, B 13 courfe, 
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courfe, on the occurrence of an incapad .. 
tation, morally equivalent, in the view of 
the Engli{h conilitution, to abfolute ex .. 

tinEtion. The connexion thus near, was 

n1ade interefiing by every circumfiance 

which could engage the hearts of EnglHh 

Protefl:ants. The Princefs Sophia was the 

only remaining child of that only remain

ing daughter of Jan1eS' the Firfl:, who being 

married to one of the mofi: zealous pro

tefl:an t princes of the e:mpire, became his 

partner in a fories of perfonal and domefl:ie 

dii1reifes, in which his committing himfelf, 

on the caufe of the Protefl:ants of Bohemi,a, 

involved hin1 and his family for near half 

a century. In her, all the rights of her 

moth.er, as well as of her father, were 

vefl:ed ; and w bile by the electoral dignity, 

( of which her father had been deprived,) 

being refiored to her huiliand, the Duke of 

l--Ianover, fhe feemed, in part, compenfated 

for the affiicrions of her earlier life,-her 

·perfonal cha1:aaer, 111 which dH.l:inguiihed 

I wit 
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wit and talents were united with wifdon1 

and piety*, both thefe lafl: probably taught 

her in the fchool of adverfity, procured for 

her the admiration of all who knew her, 

as well as the veneration of thof e whofe 

religious fentiments were congenial with 

her own. 

Such was the mother of George the 

- Firfl: ! She lived, enjoying her bright facul

ties to a very advanced age, to fee a throne 

prepared for her fon, far more glorious than 

that from which her father had been driven ; 

or, what to her excellent mind was frill 

more gratifying, ihe faw herfelf preferved, 

after the extinction of all the other branches 

of her paternal houfe, to furniih, in 'the 

mofl: honourable infiance poffible, an , in

valuable fiay and prop for that caufe, on 

account of which her parents and their 

'*- See M. Chevreau's character of the Priqcefa 

Sophia, quoted by Addifon. Freeholder, No. 30 . 

See alfo her two letters to Bifh.op Burnet, in his-life, 

annexed to his orzun Times. 

B B 2 children 
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children feemed, fo~ a time, to haye 

" fuffered ~he lofs of all things." 

· Whether, then, we confider the f uccef

fion of the I-Ioufe of Flanover, as the means 

of finally eflablifhing our civil and religious 

confiitution, which then onlv can be re-
" 

garded as having attained a perfect triumph 

over every kind of oppofition ;-or whether 

we view it as a mofi fi,gnal acr of that re

tributive goodnefs which has promifed, 

" that every one who forfaketh houfe, or 

brethren, or lands, for his fake, iliall re

ceive manifold more even in this prefent 

life." I fay, in whichfoever light we con> 

template it,-~fpecially if we connect it ,,,ith 

the feries of previous events in England~

and, above all, compare it \Yith the fate of 

• the fa1nily froµi which the parent Princefs 

had f prung,---but which, after being chaf

tifed to no purpofe, was rejected, to make 

room for thofe, who had fuffered in fo. 

much nobler a caufe, and with fo n1uch 

better effect,-,vhat can Vi'e fay, but \\·ith 

the 
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the Pfalmifl:, that " promotion cometh 

c, neither from the eaft, nor fr01n the weft, 
• 

" nor y-et from the fonth.-But God is the 

"judge : he putteth down one, and fetteth 

" up another. FoF in the hand of the 

" Lord there is a CUfY, and the wine is red ; 

" it is full 1nixed, and he poureth out of 

" the fame. But as for the dregs thereof, 

c, all the wicked of the earth fhall wring 

" them out, and drink tl=ien1. All the horns 

'' alfo of the wicked fhaU be cut off, but 

" the horns of the righteous fhall be 

" exalted." 
Another lefs momentous, yet highly 

interefling infl:ance of providential remu

neration, connected with this great event~ 

mufr not be paired over. It £ball be given 

in the words of a living and a near ob

ferver.-" A wife," fays bifhop Burnet, 

" was to be fought for Prince Charles (the 

" Emperor's brother, whom the allies 

" wifhed to e!l:ablifh on the Spani{h throne), 

,:;, among the Protefl:ant courts, for there 

" was not a f uitable n1atch in the Popifh 

BB 3 " courts. 
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" courts. He had feen the Princefs of 

" Anfpach, and was much taken with her, 

" fo that great appli~ations were n1ade to 

"perfuade _ her to change her religion; 

" but fhe could not be prevailed on to 

" buy a crown at fo dear a rate. And 

'' foon after, fhe was married to the Prince 

" EleEtoral of Brunfwick; which gave 

" a glorious character of her to this nation. 

" And her pious firmnefs is like. to be re

" warded, even in this life, by a much 

" better crown than that which ilie re

" jeB:ed * ." Surely this portion of our 

QEeen Caroline's hifl:ory deferves to be ha~ 

in perpetual remembrance! 

The fame Prelate fpeaking of King 

William, _ fays,-, -': I confidered hi111 as a 

" perfon raifed up by God, to refift the 

" pqwer of France, and the progrefs of 

" tyranny and _ perfetution. The thirty 

t, ye_ars, from the year I 97 2 to his 
6

' death, in which he aB:ed fo great a 

:if; Burnct's own Tim~s, r 707. 
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'·
6 part, carry in .them f o n1any ama"zing 

':' fieps .of a glorious · and difiinguifuing 

'-' Providence, that in the words of David 

<' he may be called,-T'he man of God's 

· '-' right hand, whom he made· flrong for 

'·' himfelf." 
· But if there were jufi ground for this 

remark refpecting this particular period, 

and this individual -perfonage, what {hall 

we fay of the entire chain of ·providences, 

which runs through our whole national 

hifiory, from the landing qf our Saxon 

uncefiors, to the prefent hour? May it not 

be confidently aiked,-Is there at this day 

a nation upon earth, whofe circumfiances 

appear fo _clearly to have . been arranged, 

and bound together, by the hands of him, 

" who does whatfoever he pleafes both in 

' ·' heaven and earth?" 

That the purpofes of this g1~eat fcheme 

have, · as yet, been moft inadequately an

fwered, as · far as our free ·agency is· c\m

<1:erned, is a .deep ground for .our hun1ili

p.,tion, ~ut no argument againfl die reality 
of 



376 SUCCESSION OP THE 

of providential · direction. The facred hif .. 
tory of the Jews, the only - people who 
h4ve been more difl:inguifhed than our
felves, prefents to us not only their unpa
r,;1lleled obligations to the Almighty, but 
alfo a feries ~f f uch abufes of thofe mer
cies, as at length brought upon them a 
defl:ruction as unexampled as their guilt. 
The great purpofes of heaven cannot be 
frufl:rated ; but the infl:rument which em
barraifed the procefs may, too f urely, be 
excluded _ from any {hare in the beneficial 
ref ults,- and_ be, on the contrary, the dif
tinguifhed victim of indignation. Thus 
J udea, in fpite of all its apofiacies, ,vas 
made fubfervient to its original object. 
In fpite of the barrennefs of the parent 
tree, " the myflic branch" was made to· 
f pring fron1 its -roots ; but this purpofe 
being once ferved, the tree itfelf, nourifued 
as it had been with the chief fatnefs of 
the earth, and with the richefl dews of 
heaven, was " hewn down and cafi into 
the fire." 

Let 
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Let England, let thofe efpecially of rank 

and influence, and, above all, let the perfon

age whofe high, but mofr awful trufr it may 

be to have the delegated overfight of this 

vineyard, which God has " fenced and 

planted with the choicefr vine;" let ALL 

feel the weight of their refponfibility, and 

avert thofe judgments which divine jufrice 

n1ay deem commenf urate to our abufed 

advantages ! 
We have been the objecl: of admira

tion to the whole civilizeµ world! Such 

have been the bleffings conferred upon us, 

and f uch have been the bright lights, from 

time to time, raifed up among us, that it 

could not be otherwife. But what would 

t11e effecl: have been, if our unexampled 

confritution, correfpondent to its native 

defign, had called forth not the unblufh

ing, becau[e unpunifhable, bafenefs of 

party profligacy, but the unfettered, difin

terefred, µnanimous, exertion of com

manding talent, of energetic application, 

and of invincible virtue. If a folicitude to 
digefi: 
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cJigefl the principles, to imbibe the f pirit, 
and to exemplify the · virtues of our illuf~ 
t ·ious worthies had been as ailiduoufly ex: 
cited by preceptors in their pupils, and by 
parents in their children, as a bliqd admi.:
ra tio_n of them, or a blinder vanity on 
account of them. If thofe worthies had 

' 
bee~ as feq.ulou-ny imit2.ted, as they have 
~ee1} loudly extolled; and above all, if our 
national church efiablifiunent had been as . 
1niverfa-lly influential, as it is intrinf}cally 

~dmirab\e iµ it$ irnpreffiye ordinances, its 
~enignant f pirit, and its libual, yet un
adulterflted doctrines. We mean not, if 
thefe effects had been produc~d to any im
probable Utopian extent, bqt in that mea
fµre which was, in the nattJre _of things, 
poilible, and ·which the moral Governor 
of tb_e Univerfe had an equitable right to 
lpok for. If this had been realized, who 
can fay what evils might have b_een pre~ 
vented, wh4t good might have been ac
c,ornpliO-;ed ? How might Protefiantifm 
! ave fpre2d through Eqrop~, µid _ our 
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national morals keep pace with our pro

feffion ! How happily might the found 

philofophy of the Englifh fchool, when 

thus illufi:rated, have precluded the im

pious principles and the blaf phemous lan

guage of Voltaire and his licentious herd! 

And how would the widely diffufed ra

diance of our then unclouded conflitution 

have poured even upon f urrounding coun~ 

tries fo bright a day, as to have made ra

tional liberty an object of general, but fafe 

purfuit ; and left no place for thofe works 

of darknefs by which France has degraded 

herfelf, and outraged human nature ! 

Shall we then perfevere in our inattention 

to the indications of Providence ? Shall we 

perfifl in our neglect or abufe of the talent$ 

committed to us? Shall we be flill uncon: 

fcious that all our profperity hangs fuf

pended on the fole ~ill of .God, and that 

the moment of his ceafing to f ufi:ain us, 

will be the n1oment of our deflruction? 

And ihall not this be felt particular I y by 

thofe who? py being placed higheft in the 

commtinity, 
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community, would, in f uch· a ruin, be the 
moft fignal victims, fo they n1ay now do 
mofi toward averting the calamity ? On 
the whole, what is the almofl audible 
language of heaven to prince and people, 
to nobles and commonen:, to church anq. 
:itate, but that of the great A-u-thor of our 
:religion in his awful meffage to the long 
fince defolated churches of Afia? " Repent, 
'~ or elfe I will come unto . thee quickly, 
" and will fight againfl thee with the 
' fword of my n1outh ; and I will kill thy 
' children with death, and all the churthes 

" lliall know that I am he that fearcheth 
' the reins and hearts, and I will give to 
" every one of you according to your 
"works." 

CHAPo 

, 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 

On Chriflianity as a Principle of Ac1ion, 
I 

ejpecially as it rejpec?s f upreme R ulers. 

CHRISTIANITY is not an ingenious the

ory, a fublime but impracticable fpecula

tion, a fanciful invention to exercife _the 

genius or fharpen the wit ; but it is a fyf

te1n for common apprehenfion, for general 

ufe, and daily praEtice. It is critica1Iy 

adapted to the character of man, intelli .. 

gible to his capacity, appropriated to his 

wants, and . accommodated to his defires. 

It contains, indeed, abftrufe myfi:eries to 

exercife his faith, to inure him to f ub ... 

miffion, to habituate him to dependence;

but the fublimefl: of its doctrines involve 

deep practical confequences. 

Revelation exhibits what neith~r the phi .. 

lofophy of the old, nor the natural religion 

of the modern , fceptic ever pretended t o 

exhibit,, 
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exhibit, a compact: fyi1:en1 of virtues and 

graces. Philofophy boafied only fair 
ideas, independent virtues, and difcon

neEted duties. Chrifiianity prefents an 
unn1utilated whole, in which a. few fimple 

but momentous premifes induce a chain 

of confequences commenfurate with the 

immortal nature of man. It- is a fcheme 

which not only difplays every duty, but 

difplays it in its jufl: limitation and relative 

dependence ; maintaining a lovely fyn1me

try and fair. proporti~n, which arifes from 
the beautiful connection of one virtue with 

another, and of all virtues with that faith 

· of which they are the fruits. 

But the paramount excellence of Chrif

tianity is, that its effects are not limited, 

like the virtues of the Pagans, to the cir. 
,cumfcribed fphere of this world. Their 

thoughts and defires, though they occafion. 

ally appeared, from their fublimity, to have 

been fitted for a wider range, were in a great 
1neafure iliut in by the dark and narrow 

boun<ls of the prefent fcene. At moll:, 

they 

.. 
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they appear to have had but tranficnt 

glimpfes of evanefcent light, which, how

ever, while they lafled, made them oft n 

break out into ihort but fpirited apoftrophes 

of hope, and even triumph. The Stoics 

talked deeply and eloquently of [elf-denial , 

but never thought of extending, by its ex 

~rcife, their happinefs to perpetuity. Phi
lofophy could never give to . divine and 

eternal things, fufficient difl:inftnefs or 
.1nagnitude to induce a renunciation of 
prefent enjoyment, or to en ure to -the 

conqueror, who fuould obtain a victory 

over this world, a crown of unfading 

glory. It never was explained, except in 

the page of Revelation, that G od was 
himfelf an_ abundant recompence for every 

facrifice which can be made for his fake. 
Still lefs was it afcertained, that, t ven in 
this life, God is to the good n1an his re
fuge and his firength, " a very prefent 
_help in time of trouble." There is more 

rational confolation for both worlds, in 
thefe few words of the Almighty to Abra-

.. ham, 
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ham, " Fear not, I am thy ihield, and thy 
e..-xceeding great reward," than in all the 

happy conjectures, and ingenious probabili

ties, of all the philofophers in the world. 

The religion, therefore, which is in this 

little work meant to be inculcated, is net 

the gloomy auflerity of the afcetic ; it is 

not the fierce intolerance of the bigot ; it is 

not the rnere affent to hifi:orical evidence, 

nor the mere formal obferYances of the 

nominal Chriflian~ It is not the extra

-vagance of the fanatic, nor the extermi
nating zeal of the perfecutor: though all 
thefe faint ihadovi7s, or difl:orting caricatures, 

have been frequently exhibited as the ge

nuine portraits of Chrifl:ianity, by thofe who 

·either never faw her face, or never came 
near enough to delineate her fairly, or 

who delighted to mifreprefent and dif

figu re· her. 

True religion is, on the. contrary, the 

rnofr fober, mofi: efficient, mofl natural, 

a~d therefore mofl happy exercife of right 

A·;eafon. It is, indeed, rationally made pre-

6 dominant 
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dominant, by f uch an apprehenfion of what 

concerns us, in refpect: to our higher nature, 

as fets us above all undue attraction of 

earthly objell:s ; and, in a great meafure, 

frees tbe mind fron1 its bondage to the 

body. It is that inward moral liberty which 

gives a n1an the mafl:ery over himfelf, and 

enables him to purf ue thofe ends which his 

heart- and his confcience approve, without 

yielding to any of thofe warping influences 

by which all, except genuineChriftians,muft 

be, more or ,lefs, led captive. In a word, it i~ 
the influential knowledge of HrM, whom 

to know is wifdom-whom to fear is rec

titude-whom to love is happinefs. A 

principle this, fo juft in rational creatures 

to .their infinite owner, benefact:or, and 

end; fo demanded by all that is perceivable 

in outward nature, fo fuggefted by all that 

is right, and fo required by all that .is wrong 

in the human mind, that the common want 

of it,. which almoft every where prefents 

hfelf, is only to be accounted for on the 

fuppofition of human nature being under 

VOL . II . C C fome 
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f ome unnatural perverfion, fome deep de ... 

lirium, or fatal int0xication; which, by 

filling the mind with fickly dreams, renders 

it infenfible to thofe facts and verities, of 

which awakened nature would have the 

111ofl awful and moft impreffive percep-
. 

non. 
T hus, to awaken our reafon, to make us 

fenfible of our infatuation, to point us to 

our true interefi:, duty, and happinefs, and 

to fit us for the purfuit, .by making us love 

both the objects at which we are to aim, 

and the path in which we are to move, are 

the grand purpofes of the Chrifi:ian difpen

fation. If n1oral rectitude be an evil ; if 

inward felf-enjoyment be a grievance; if a 

right efiimate of all things be folly; if a 

cheerful and happy ufe of every thing, ac

cording to its jufl: and proper value, be 

mifery; if a fupreme, undeviating attach

ment to every thing that is true and honefr, 

and jufl: and pure, and lovely and of good 

report, be weaknefs: in fhort, if the trueft 

reli{h for every thing f ubftantially ufefuI, 
every 



AS A PRINCIPLE OF AC T ION. 387 

every thing innocently pleafant in life, 

with the profpeB:, when life is ended, of 

felicity unfpeakable and eternal, be moping 

melancholy, then, and not otherwife, ought 

the religion of the New Tefl:ament to be 

treated with neglecl:, or viewed with fuf

picion; as if it were hofl:ile to hun1an con1-

fort, unfuitable to high fiation, or incon1-

patible with any circumfl:ances which right 

reafon fanc.l:ions. 

The gof pel is, in infinite mercy, brought 

within the appr.ehenfion of the poor and 

the ignorant; but its grandeur, like that of 

the God who gave it, is not to be lowered 

by condefcenfion. In its humblefl fimili

tudes, the qifcerning mind will feel a ma

jefiic fimplicity, identical with that of created 

nature ; and, in its plainefl leifons, an ex

tent of meaning which fpreads into infini

tude. When we yield ourfelves to its in

fluences, its effects upon u~ are correfpondent 

to its own nature. It lays the axe to the 

root of every kind of falfe greatnefs, but it 

leaves us in a more confirmed, and far 

c c 2 happier 



. 

388 ON CERISTIANITY 

happier enjoyment of all which reall.y gives 
lufire to the character, ,vhich truly heigh-
tens the f pirit, which firengthens, ennobles, 
and amplifies the mind. It announces· 
to us a fpiritual Sovereign, to whofe unfeen 
dominion the proudefi: potentates of the 
earth are in nnconfcious, but moil: real 
fubjecl:ion; but who, notwithftanding his 
infinite greatnefs, condefcends to take up 
his refidence in every human heart that 
truly yields to his infiluence; fuppreffing in 
it every unruly and unhappy pailion; ani
mating it with every holy and heavenly 
temper, every noble and generous virtue ; 
fitting it for all the purpofes of Providence, 
and fortifying it againfi: calamities, by a. 
peace which paffeth all underftanding. 

That this is a view of Chrifrianity , founde 
in irrefragable fact, and peculiarly de1nand• 
ing our r~gard, appears from the uniform 
language of its divine Author, refpeB:ing 
himf elf and his n1iilion, on all occafions 
where a fummary annunciation was fitting .. 
:tt is a fpiritual kingdom, on the eve of 

z actual-
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a.B:ual efl:ablifhment, of which he gives no

tice. To this ultimate idea, the other great 

purpofes of his incarnation are to be re

ferred. They -0ver whom he means to 

reign are attainted rebels. He, therefore, 

fo fulfils every demand of that ~aw which 

they had violated, as to reverfe the attainder, 

-0n grounds of eternal jufl:ice. They were, 

alfo, captives to a ufurper, whofe 1nyfl:erious 

power he has f o broken as to di fable him 

from detaining any who are cordially wil

ling to break their bonds. And having 

thus removed all obfl:acles, he offers privi

leges of infinite benefit; and demands no 

fubmiffion, no dereliction, no obfervance, 

but what, in the very nature of things, are 

indifpenfibie to the recovery of moral health, 

moral liberty, and moral happinefs ; and 

what HE, by the gracious influences of his 

ever-prefent Spirit, will render, not only 

attainable, but delightful to the hone.fl: and 

humble heart. 

. The royal perfon, then, lhould early and 

confl:antly be habituated to c~nfider herfelf 

C C 3 as 
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as peculiarly under the government, and in 
a mofl: efpecial manner needing the pro
tecl:ion and guidance of this Almighty So
vereign ; looking to his word for her befl: 
light, and to his fpirit for her befl: firength ; 
performing all that !he undertakes, in the 
manner moft perfectly conformed to his 
laws, and mofi: clearly fubfervient to the 
interefts of his fpiritual kingdom; fubmit
ting all events to his wifdom, acknow
ledging no lefs his particular .than his general 
Providence; and, above all, praying daily 
for his f upport, depending on his goodnefa 
for fuccefs, and fubmitting to his wili in 
difappointn1ent. In fact, to none, in fo 
eminent a fenf e as to Princes, does that 
fentiment of an infpired inftrucl:or belong: 
" Not that we are fufficient of ourfelves, to 
think any thing as of ou~felves ; but our 
fufficiency is of God." 

She ihould practically underfiand, that 
religion, though it has its difi:inct and fepa
rate duties, yet it is not by any n1eans a 
diftinct and fe,rarate thing, fo as to make 

up 
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up a duty of itfe'lf, difconneB:ed with other 

duties ; but that it is a grand, and uni

verfally governing principle, which is to be 

the fountain of ·her morality, and the living 

fpring of aU her aB:ions : that religion is 

not merely a thing to be retained in the 

mind, as a dormant mafs of inoperative 
. 

4 

op1nions, but which is to be brought, by 

every individual, into the detail of every 

day's deeds; which, in a Prince, is to in

fluence his private behaviour, as well as his 

public conduB: ; which is to regulate his 

choice of n1inifiers, and his adoption of 

n1eafures; which is to govern his mind, in 

making war and n1aking peaee; which is 

to accompany him, not only to the clofet, 

but to the council ; which is to fill his 

mind, whether in the world or in retire

n1ent, with an abiding fenfe of the vaft 

refponfibility which he is under, and the 

awful ~ccount to which he will one day be 

called, before that Being, who lodges the 

welfare of fo many millions in his hands~ 

In fine, to borrow the words of the pious 

cc 4 ~rch-
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.archbifhop Secker, " It ought to be ex. 
plicitly taught, and much _dwelt upon, that 
religion extends its authority to every thing: 
.to the moil worldly, the commoneft, the 
lowefl" (and furely, frill more to the hjgh
eft eart~y) " things; binding us to behave 
!eafonably, decently, humbly, honourably, 
meekly, and kindly in them all; and that 
its interfering fo far, inftead of being a. 
hardfhip, is a great bleffing to us, becaufe 
it interfe~~s always for our g.ood," 

Parafites have tre~ted fom.e weak Princes, 
as if they were not of the fan,.e coJl}mon 
nature with thofe w horn they govern ; and 
as if, of courf e, they were not amenable 
to the farn~ laws~ Chrifiianity, however, 
does not hold out t.\1/o forts of religion; one 
for the ~ourt, a~d one for the country; one 
for the Prince, and another for the people. 
Princes, as well as f ubjecl:s, who, by patient 
~ontinu~nce in w~ll-doing, fee~ for glory, 
and honoqr, c1.nd immortality, £hall reap 
eternal life. As there is the fame code of 
1aws? fo ther~ i~ tµ~ fame promif e annexed 

tP 
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to the obfervance of them.-" If thou wilt 

enter into life, keep the c0111mandments." 

There are no exempt cafes. The max.im i · 

of univerfal application. There will be no 

,pleading of privilege on that day~ when the 

dead, SMALL and GREAT, {hall fl:and be

fore God ; when they ihall be " judged 

out of thofe things which are written, in the 

book of God's ren1en1brance, according to 

th€ir works." 

So far from a difpenfation of indulgences 

being granted to Princes, they are bound 

even to more circurnf peB:ion. They are fet 
I 

ona pinnacle, the peculiar:objeas of attention 

and imitation. Their trufr is of larger ex

tent, an~ more momentous importance. 

Their influence involves the conduct: of 

multitudes. Their example fhould be even 

1nore correct:, becaufe it will be pleaded as 

a precedent. Their exalted fration, there

fore, inflead of f urnifhing excufes for 

omiffion, does but enlarge the obligation 

of perfonnance. They may avail them-

felves 
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felves of the fame helps to virtue, the fame 
means for duty ; and they have the fame, 
may we not rather fay, they have even a 
fironger aifurance of divine aid, fince that 
aid is promifed to be proportioned to the 
exigence ; and the exigencies of Princes 
are obvioufly greater than thofe of any other 
dafs of men. 

Power and fplendour are not to be 
confidered as fubfi:itutes for virtue, but 
2s infiruments for its promotion, and 
means for its embelliihment. The 
power and f plendour of fovereigns are 
confirmed to them by the laws of the 
:fi:ate, for the wifefi: and mofr beneficial 
purpofes. But thefe illufl:rious appen
dages are evide?-tly not meant for their 
perfonal gratification, but to give impreffive
nefs and dignity to their fiation ; to be 
fuitable and honourable means of f up
portiog an authority, which Providence has 
:made indifpenfible to the peace and happi
~efs of fociety; and on whofe adequate 

energy~ 
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energy, the f ecurity and comfort of all 

fubordinate ranks, in their due gradations, 

fo materially depend. 

Can we hefitate to conclude, that at the 

Iafl: great audit, Princes will be called to 

account, not only for all the wrong which 

they have done, but for all the right which 

they have neglected to do ? Not only for all 

the evil they have perpetrated, but for all 

that they, wilfully, have permitted? For all 

the corruptions which they have fanctioned, 

and all the good which they have difcou

raged. It will be demanded, whether they 

have employed royal opulence, in fetting 

an example of wife and generous benefi

cence, or of contagious levity and volup

tuoufnefs? Whether they have ufed their 

influence, in promoting objeB:s clearly for 

the public good, or in accomplifl1ing the 

felfi{h purpofes of mercenary fa vouritcs ? 

And whether, on the whole, their public 

and private conduct tended more to diffufe 

religious principle, and fanction Chrifl:ian 

virtue, or to lend fupport to fa£hionable 
pro-
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profligacy, and to undermine national mo
rality? 

At the fame time, it is to be remembered, 
that they will be judged by that omnifcient 
Being, who fees thG fecret bent and hidden 
inclinations of the heart ; and who knows 
that the befl Prince cannot accomplifh alt 
the good he v;,rifues~ -nor prevent all the evil 
he difapproves :-by· tha:t merciful Being, 
who will recompenfe pure defires and up
right intentions, even where providential 
obfi:ades prevented their being carried into 
execution :-by that compeffionate Being, 
who fees their difficulties, obferves their 
trials, weighs their temptations, commi .. 
ferates their dangers, and takes mofl exact 
cognizance of circumfl:ances, of which no 
human judge can forn1 an adequate idea.
Affured, as we are, that this gracious methoJ 
of reckoning wil1 be extended to alJ, may 
we noE be confident, that it will be pecu
liarly applied, wher~ the cafe mofi exprefsly 
flands in need of it ? . And may we not refr_ 
perfuaded, that if th~re is a fpectacle which 

our 
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our Almighty Ruler beholds with peculiar 

complacency on earth, and will recompenfe 

~rith a crown of difiinguifhed brightnefs iu 

heaven, it is A SovEREIGN DOING JUSTLY, 

LOVING MERCY,· AND WALKING HUMBLY 

WITH Gol:J. 

But is religion to be purfued by Princes, 

only as a guide of condua, a law by which 

they are to live and act, as a principle, 

'Which, if Gultivated, will qualify them for 

€ten:1al felicity? Thefe are invaluable be

:nefits, but they do not wholly exprefs all 

that Princes, in particular, need fron1 reli .. 

gion. 'They, in an eminent degree, require 

confolation and fupport .for this life, as well 

as a title _ to happinefs in the life to com.e. 

They, above all human beings, need fome 

powerful refoun:e to bear then~ up againfl 

the agitations, and the preuures, to which 

their high f.l:ation inevitably expofes them·. 

To \Vhom on this earth are troubles and 

. hean.achs fo fure to be rnultiplied, as to 

Princes, efpecially to thofe of fuperior 

un~.erfranding and fenfibility? \iVho, of 
any 
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any other rank, are expofed to fuch em .. 
barrailing trials, fuch difficult dilen1mas? 
We fpeak not n1erely of thofe unfortunate · 
monarchs, who have undergone fl:riking 
viciffitudes, or who have been vifited with 
extraordinary calamities ; but of fuch alfo 
whon1 the world would ra_ther agree to call 
profperous and happy !-Yet let him who 
doubts this general truth, read the accounts 
given by aii our hifl:orians of the lafl: years· 
of King William, and the lafl: months of 
QEeen Anne, and then let him pronounce 
what could be more trying, than thofe 
difappoi~1tments and difgufi:s which funk 
into the very foul of the one, or thofe 
cares and agitations -which finally defl:royed 
th~ peace of the other ? 

If there be then any fecret in the nature 
of things, any clearly infallible remedy by 
which fuch difheifes may be affuaged, by 
which felf-command, felf-poifeffion, and 
even [elf-enjoyment, may be fecured _in the 
n1idfi: of the greatefi: trials to which mor
tality is liable,-would not this be an ob-

I ject 
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jecr to which the view of Princes, even 

above all the reft of mankind, fhould be 

directed ; and in comparifon of which, they 

might _w,ftly hold cheap all the honours of 

their birth, and all the prerogatives of their 

rank? 

Chriftian piety, when real in itfelf, and 

when thoroughly efrablifhed in the heart, 

and in the habits, is this fecret.-When the 

mind is not only confcientioufly, but affec

tionately religious ;-when it not only fears 

God, as the Almighty Sovereign, but loves 

and confides in him, as the all-gracious 

Father; not merely inferred to be fuch, from. 

the beauty and benignity apparent in the· 

works of nature, but rationally underfl:ood 

to be f uch; from the difcoveries of divine 

grace in the word of God ;-and let us add, 

no lefs rationally felt to be fuch, fron1 the 

transforming influence of that word upon 

the heart : then, acts of devotion are no. 

longer a penance, but a refour.ce, and a 

refreiliment ; in fo much that the volup

t_uary would as foon relinquifh thofe gratifi-

catiops 
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cations for which he lives, as the devout 
Chriflian would give· up h_is daily inter .. 
courfe with his Maker.-But it is not in 
ftateJ acrs merely that fuch ~otiort 
lives,-it is · an habitt1al fentiment which 
diffufes itfelf through the whole of life, 
purifying, exalting, and tranquillizing every 
part of it, fmoothing the moft rugged 
paths,-making the yoke of duty eafy, and 
the burthen of care light. rt is· as a per0 

ennial f pring in the very centre of the heart, 
to vvhi~h the wearied f pirit betakes itfelf 
for refre:fhment and repofe. 

In this language there is no enthufiafm. 
It is, in fpite of the cold raillery ef the 
fceptic, the language of trut~ and f-ober
nefs. The Scriptures af cribe to Cbrifiian 
piety this very efficacy ; and every age and 
nation furnifh countlefs infiances of its 
power to raife the human mind to a ~oly 
hero if m,. f uperior to every trial. " Vv ere 
" there not," fays· the fober and difpaffion
ate Tillotfon; " fomething real in the prin-
' ciples of religion, it is impofiible that 

" the-v ., 
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u they fh c uld have fo remarkable and fo 

" regular ~r effect, to fupport the mind 

" in every condition, upon fo great a 
I 

u number of perfons, of different degrees 

_j' of underfl:anding, of ail ranks and con

" ditions, young and old, learned and 

" unlearned, in fo many difbmt places, 

" and in all ages of the world, the records 

" whereof are come down to us. I fay fo 

" real, and _fo frequent, and fo regular an 

·" effeB: as this, {:annot, with any colour of 

" reafon, be afcribed either to blind chance 

" or mere imagination, but mufl: have a 

" real, and regular, and uniform caufe, 

" proportionable to f o great and general 

" an eff ea •." 
W-e are perfuaded, that if the fubjeB: 

of this chapter be confidered with an at

tention equal to its importance, every 

other virtue will f pring up, as it were 

fpontaneoufly, in the n1ind, and a high 

degree of e~cellence, both public and pri-

• Sermon XL. 
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vate, be inflinB:ively purfued. In fuch a · 
c:afe, how happy would be the difringuifhed 
individual, and how inconceivably bene
fited and bleffed would be the commtinity ! 

Pious fovereigns are, at all times, the 
richefr boon which heaven can beftow on 
a country. The prefent period makes u~ 
more than ever fenfible of their import• 
ance. A period in which law has lofi 
its force, rank its di:ftincl:ion~ and order 
its e.,"Ciftence ; in which ancient inflitutions 
are diifolving, and new powers, of unde
fcribed character, and unheard-of preten
fion, are involving Europe in contefts and 
convulfions, of which no human forefight 
can anticipate the end. In what manner 
we may be affected by this unprecedented 
:flate of things, what perils 'We n1ay have 
to face, what ditE.culties to fhuggle with, 
or what means of final extric:1tion may be 
afforded us, it is not in man to determine. 
But certain it is, tbat even in the moft 
threatening ci.rcumftances, the obvious, un .. 
a.fle eted, confiilent piety of the Sovereign, 

will 
I 
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will do more to animate and unite a Britifh 

Public, than the eloquence of a Demof

thenes, or the fangs of a Tyrtreus ; and it 

will be as fure a pledge of eventual fuc

,cefs, as either the befl: difciplined armies 

or the moft powerful navies. Who can 

fay ho~ much we are indebted for our 

fafety hitherto to the bleffing of a King 

,and ~een, who have difl:ingui!hed them

felvts above all the fovereigns of their day, 

by ftriB:nefs of moral conduct and by reve

rence for religion? May their fucceifors, 

to the latefr pofterity, improve upon, in

ftead of fwerving from, their illuflr~oµs 

~~an1ple ! 

Strahan and Pre!lor ~ 
· Printen - Street. · 



(. 

t 





.. 

:.-· . 







.,. 



-,~--; 
~;: .· ..,,._~- ~-.,.,.·r- -- . ---~ 

• 
• 

- ... -. .,, 

t , 

,;/· -~lit~· 4 ! ~ ' ,,1,-w:;. ... 
-~ft) ..,\•~ •.-:C /1'-c /J).). ;.,~~'.If-;- , -'bf ,-· •. X •~ ... -
J r ~. frJ,,:~:It 

.t·£ ;~ 
•~f.' -~ ,·,' ft-~. 

~-- it0'•' Y ,":~'<-"!J~ -- t:"'. w , · ;1' ~~"I 
-~, f .I, 

""· ' 
• • < :t~·•· 

:/.. 
>--;, 

", 
JI~•··. 
-~,11,- f • 

~' ;f'i:1:~ 
, Y:;f 

J ,:r.'ittilr<' fff,•.}7 · 
l .4' f/ 

, / ,I / ;;.~"Fl! . -
• ·, 'r 




