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Duty, which obliges me to wave the Im-
propriety of the former.

A LonG Train of Events, of a moft
extraordinary Nature, confpired to remove
you, very early, from the tender Care of
an affectionate Mother ; you was then
too young to be able to form any right
Judgment of her Conduct, and fince that
‘Time 1t 1s very probable that it has been
reprefented to you in the moft unfavour-
able Light. * The general Prejudice againft
me I never gave myfelf the ufclefs Trouble
of any Endeavour to remove.—1I do not
mean to infer from hence that the Opi-
nion of others 1s of no material Confe-
quence; on the contrary, I would advife
you always to remember, that, next to the
Con{cioufnefs of acing Right; the Pub-
lic. Voice fhould be regarded, and to en-
deavour, by a prudent Behaviour, (even in
the moft trifling Inftances) to fecure it in
your Favour. "Twas my Misfortune to
be educated in a different Opinion : T was
early and wifely taught, that Virtue was
the one Thing neceflary, and without it

no Happinefs could ‘be expeted either in
this,
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this, or in any future State of Exiftence;
but with this good Principle, a miftaken
one was at the fame Time inculcated ;
namely, that the Self-approbation arifing
from conicious Virtue was alone f{ufficient,
and the Cenfures of an ill-natured World,
ever ready to calumniate, when not found-
ed on Truth, were beheath the Concern
of a Perfon whofe A&ions were guided
by the fuperior Motive of Obedience to
the Will of Heaven: this Notion, ftrongly
imbibed before Reafon had gained {uf-
ficient Strength to difcover its Fallacy, was
the Caufe of an inconfiderate Conduct n
my fubfequent Life, which ftampt my
Chara&er with a difadvantageous Impref~
fion. To you I fpeak with the utmoft
Sincerity, nor will conceal a Fault that
you may profit by the Knowledge of, and
~ therefore freely own, that in my younger
Years, fatisfied with keeping ftrictly with-
in the Bounds of Virtue, I took a foolith
Pleafure in excceding thofe of Prudence,
and was ridiculoufly vain of indulging a
Latitude of Behaviour that others of my
Age were afraid of launching into 5 but

B2 then,
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then, in Juftice to myfelf, I muft at the
fame Time  declare, that this Freedom
was only taken in public Company ; and
fo extremely cautious was I of giving,
what to me appeared any juft Ground for
Cenfure, that I call Heaven to witnefs,
your Pappa was the firft Man I ever made
any private Affignation with, or met in a
Room alone, nor with him, ’till after the
moft folemn mutual Engagement, that of
the matrimonial Ceremony, had bound us
to each other. "My Behaviour ‘then, was
fuch, as, he has frequently fince acknow-
ledged, fully convinced him that I was
not only innocent of any criminal A&, but
of every vicious Thought, and that the
outward Freedom of my Deportment pro-
ceeded merely from great Gaiety of Tem-
per, and a very high flow of Spirits ; ne-
ver broke (if the Expreffion may be al-
lowed ) into the formal Rules of Deco.
ram.  To fum up the whole in a few
Words, my private Condu@ was what the
fevereft Prude could not condemn ; my
public, fuch as the moft finithed Coquet
alone would have ventured wpon ; the lat-

ter
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ter only could be known to the World,
“and, confequently, from thence muft their
Opinion be taken, which, you will eafily
{ee, could not be favourable to me, but,
on the contrary, gave a general Prejudice,
that has fince been made an Argument to
gain Credit for the malicious Falthoods
laid to my Charge : For this Reafon (con-
vinced by long Experience that the greater
Part of Mankind are fo apt to receive, and
{fo willing to retain a Bad Impreflion of
others, that when fuch Prepoffeflions are
once eftablithed, there is hardly a Poffibility
through Life of removing them) I have, for
fome Years paft, filently acquiefced in the
Difpenfations of Providence,” without at-
tempting any Juftification of myfelf, and
being conicious that the infamous Afperfions
caft on my Charalter were not founded on
Truth, have fet down content with the
Certainty of an open and perfect Acquittal
of all Vicious Difpofitions, or Criminal Con-
duét, at that great Day when all Things
fhall appear as they really are, and both
our Actions and the moft fecret Motives

: of
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of them, be made manifet to Men and
Angels.

HADp your Pappa been amongft the
Number of thofe who were deceived by
Appearances, 1 fhould have thought it my
Dty to leave'no Method uneffayed to clear
myfelf in his Opinicn ;—but that was not
the Cafe ¢ he knows that many of thofe
Appearances, urged againft me, were given,
not only under his Diretion, but by his
abfolute Command," ( which, ‘contrary to
Reafon and my own' Intereft I was, for
“more than Twelve Years, weak enough
implicitly to obey) ‘and ‘that others, ‘even
{ince our Separation, were occafioned by
fome particular Inftances of His Behaviour,
which rendered it impofiible for me to act
‘with Safety’ in any other Manner; to him
I appeal for the Truth of this Affertion,
who is’ confcious ‘of the Meaning, that
may hereafter be explained to- you. Per-
feltly acquainted with my Principles and
natural Difpofition, his Heart, T am  con-
vineed, never here condemned me, Being
greatly incenfed that my Father’s Will
¢ gave
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gave to me an independent Fortune, which
Will he imagined 1 was acceflary to, or
at leaft, could have prevented ; he was
thereby laid open to the Arts of defigning
Men (who having their own Intereft folely
in View) worked him up into a Defire of
Revenge, and from thence, upon probable
Circumftances, into a public Accufation ;
though ' that was fupported only by the
fingle Teftimony of a Perfon whofe known
Falthood had made him a thoufand Times
declare, that he would not credit her Qath
in the moft trifling Incident; yet when he
was difappointed of the additional Evi-
dence he might have been flattered with
the Hope of obtaining,—twas too late to
recede.—This I fincerely believe to be the
Truth of the Cafe, tho’ too well know his
tenacious Temper to expe&t a prefent Juf-
tification ; but whenever he arrives on the
Verge of Eternity, if Reafon holds her
Place to that awful Moment, and Reli-
gion has any Power on his Heort, I make
no doubt, he will then acquit me to his
Children, and with Truth confefs that no
Part of “my DBehavicur to him ever de-

ferved
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ferved the Treatment I have met with, =
Sorry am I to be under the Necefiity of
‘pointing out Faults in the Conduc of an=
other, which are perhaps long fince re-
pented of, and ought then to be as much
forgot as they are moft truly forgiven :
Heaven knows, that fo far from retaining
any Degree of Refentment in my Heart,
the Perfon breathes not ‘whom I with to
hurt, or to whom I would not this Mo-
ment render every Service in’ my Power.
The Injuries by me fuftained, had I no
Children, thould contentedly be buried in
Silence ’till the great Day of Retribution
but the falfe Impreflions which, by fuch
Silence, might be fixed on your Mind and
thofe of your Brothers and Sifters, whom
Linclude with you; ’tis incumbent on me
in Juftice to you, to them, and to myfelf,
as far as poflible, to efface. To this End
it will be neceflary to enter into a cir-
cumfitantial Hiftory of near Fifteen Years,
full of Incidents of a Nature o uncom-
mon as' to' be fcarcely credible, which I
am convinced will eﬁ'eé’cually clear me, in
your Opinions; of the Imputations ' I now
lig
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lie under, and prove, almoft to a Demon-
ftration, the true Caufe of thofe Proceed-
ings againft ‘me that were couched under
pretended Motives, as injurious to my Re-
putation as they were falfe in themfelves.
But this. muft be deferred fome Time
longer 5 you are all yet too young to en-
ter into Things of this Kind, or to judge
properly of them. When a few Years
thall, by ripening your Underftandings, re-
move this Objecion, you fhall be inform-
ed of the whole Truth without Difguife
or Partiality,—’till then fufpend your Be-
lief of all that may have reached your
Ears with~ regard to me, and wait the
Knowledge of thofe Fa&ts my future Let-
ter will reveal for your Information.

- Twvvus much I thought it neceflary to
_premife concerning myfelf, tho’ foreign to
the Defign of this Epiftle, which is only
to remind you that you have ftill an af-
feltionate Mother, anxious for your Wel-
fare, to give you fome Advice with regard
to your Condu¢t in Life,—and to lay down
a few Precepts that, if attended to, will
in the beft Manner in my Power fupply

C the



- badel)

the 'Delm-iv'ttion of a conftant tender ma=
ternal Care : the Addrefs is to you in par-
ticular, your ! ‘Sif’cers'being yet too young to
receive it, but my Intcntlon for the equal
ervice of you all. ' '
You are juft entering, my dear Girl,
into a World full of Deceit and- Falfhood,
where few Perfons or Things appear as
they really are : Vice hides her Deformlty
‘vxt‘l the borrowed Garb of Virtue 5 and
though difcernable, by the unbecommg
Aukwardnefs of her Deportment under it,
pa flcs on  Thoufands undet ected : Every
'mumt Pleafure ufurps the Name of Hap-
pnas and as fuch deceives the unwary
Parluer 5 thus one general Mafk difguifes
the W nole, and it requires a long Expe-
rience, and a penetrating Judgment to dif-
cover the Truth. — Thrice happy thofe
whofe docile Tempers improve the In-
ftructions‘of maturer Age, and thereby at-
tain fome Degree of this neceflary Know-
ledge while it may be ¢ chiefly ufeful in di-

recting their Conduét!
Tut Turn your Mind now takes, fixes
the I’ ncfs or Mifery of your whole
future
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future Life, and I.am rtoo nearly concerned
for your Welfare not to be moft folicit-
oufly a_nxioqs that you j:nay carly be led
into {o ju{’t‘ a Way of Thinking as will be
produ&ive of a prudent, rational Behavi-
our, and fecure 0 yourfelf a 1‘1ﬁing Fe-
licity. You was old enough; before our
Separation, to convince me that Heaven
had not denied you a good natural Under-
ftanding, which, properly cultivated, will
fet you above that trifling Difpofition too
common among the Female World, that
makes Youth ridiculous, Maturity ihﬁgni-
ficant,. and old = Age cohtémptiiﬂc; 't1s
therefore needlefs to enlarge on that Iead,
fince good Senfe is there the beft Advifer,
and without it all Admonitions or Direc-
tions on the Subject would be as fraitlefs as
to lay down Rules for an Idiot not. to act

foolifhiy. ‘ | B
TRER & 15, 01000, t0 doubt but that
{ufficient Care will b; taken to give you
a polite Education ; but a 'rc’i‘i‘gi'ous one Js
of {till greater Confeguence ; necellary. as
the former is toward yo'ur making a pro-
per Figure in the World, and being well
© 2 S aecepted
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accepted in it, the latter is yet more fo,
as that only can fecure to you the Appro-
bation of the greateft and beft of Beings,
on whofe Favour depends your everlafting
Happinefs : Let, therefore, your Duty to
God be ever the firft and principal Object
of your Care ; a5 your Creator and Gover-
not, he claims Aderation and Obedience ;
as your Father and Friend, fubmiffive Duty
and Affection : Remember that from this
common Parent of the Univerfe you re-
cewved your Life, that to His general Provi-
dence you owe the Continuance of it, ang
to His Bounty, all the Health, Eafe, Advan.
tages, or Epjoyments which help to make
that Life agreeable. A fenfe of Benefits
received naturally infpires a grateful Dif
pofition, with a Defire of making fome
{uitable Returns ; al  that can here be
made, for innumerable Favours every Mo-
ment beflowed, 1 a2 thankful Acknow-
fedgment, and a willing Obedience ; in
Thefe be never wanting : Make it an inya.
riable Rule to begin and End the Day with
a folemn Addrefs te the Deity ; I mean
not by this, what is commonly with tee

‘ much



{({ 13 )

much Propriety called faying™ of Prayers;
viz. a cuftomary Repetition of a few good
Words without -either Devotion or Atten-
tion, than which, nothing is more inex-
cufable and affrontive ; ’tis the Homage
of the Heart that can alone be accepted,
Expreffions of our abfolute Dependence
and entire Refignation, Thankfgiving for
the Mercies already received, Petitions for
thofe Bleflings it-is fit for us to pray for,
and Interceflions for all our Fellow-Crea-
tures, compofe the principal Parts of this
Duty ; which may be comprized in very
few Words, or more enlarged upon as the
Circumftances ' of Time and Difpofition
may render moft fuitable ; for it is not
the Length, but the Sincerity and Atten-
tion of our Prayers that will make them
efficacious =+ A good Heart, joined to a to-
lerable Underﬁandmg, will {eldom be at a
Lofs for proper Words with which to
cloath thefe Sentiments, and all Perfons
being beft acquainted with their own par-
ticular Circumftances, may reafonably be
fuppofed beft qualified for adapting their
Petitions and Acknoswledgments to them ;

but
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but for thofe who are of a different Opi=
nion, there are many excellent Forms. of
Prayer already compofed ; amongft thefe
none, that I know of; are equal to Doctor
Hoadly’s (the prefent Bifhop of Winchel-
‘ter) which I recommend to your Perufal and
Ufe ; in the Preface to which, you will find
better Inftructions on this Head than I am

capable of giving, and to thofe I refer you.
"T'1s acknowledged that our Petitions
cannot in any degree alter the Intention of
a Being who is in Himfelf Invariable, and
without a Poffibility of Change ; all that
can be expected from them is, that by bet-
tering ourfelves they will render us more
proper Objects of His favourable Regard ;
and this muft neceflarily be the Refult of
a ferious, regular and conftant Difcharge
of this Branch of our Duty, for ’tis fcarcely
poflible to offer up our fincere and fer=
vent Devotions to Heaven, every Morning
and Evening, without leaving on our Minds
Afuch  ufeful Impreflions as will naturally
difpole us to a ready and chearful Obe-
dience, and infpire a filial Fear of offend-
-ing,—the beft Security Virtue can have ;—
| there=
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therefore, as you value your own Happi-
nefs, ‘let not' the" Force of bad Examples
ever lead you into an habitaal difufe of Se-
‘cret ‘Prayer'; or an ‘unpardondble Negli-
géncc {fo far prevail, as to reft fatisfied with
a formal cuftomary inattentive Repetition
of fome well chofen Words'; let your Heart
and‘ Attention always go with your Lips,
and Experience will foon convince you that
this' Permiffion of addreffing the Supreme
‘Being is the moft valuable Prerogative of
"Human Nature, the' chief, 'nay, the only
Suppoxt under all the Diftrefies and Cala-
“rhities this State of Sin®and leely is liable
to; the higheft ra.tl'on_al SatisfaCtion the
Mind'is capa'bl‘ewof,‘;o.n this ‘Side the Grave,
and the beft Preparative for everlafting Hap-
pinefs beyond it. " This is a Duty ever in
your own Power, and therefore you only
“will be culpable by ‘the Omiflion ; public
Worfhip may not always be fo, but when-
“ever it 15, do mot wilfully’ neglect the Ser-
"vice of the ‘Church, at leaft on Sundays,
“and let your Behaviour there be adapted to
the Solemnity of the Place, and the In-
tention of the Meeting. Regard neither

the
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the Actions or Drefs of others 5. let not
your Eye‘s' rove in {earch of Acquaintance,
but in the Time of Divine Service avoid,
as much as pofiible, all complimental Ci-
vilities, of which there are too great an in-
;tercourfe_in moft of our Churches ; re-
member that your only Bufinefs there is
to Pay a folemn A& of Devotion to Al-
.'migh,ty God, and let every Part of your
Conduct be fuitable to this great End. - If
you hear a good Sermon, treafure it in your
: Memory, that you may reap all the Be-
nefit it was capable of mmparting 5 if but
_an indifferent one, —there muft be fome |
-good Things in it, retain thofe, and let the
‘R(emainder be buried in- Oblivion ; ridicule
“not the Preacher, who no Doubt has done
‘his beft, and is rather. the Object of Pity,
than Contempt, for having been placed in
a Situation of Life which his Talents were
not equal to, and may perhaps be a good
Man tho’ no great Orator. I waould alfo
recommend to you the_early and-frcquent
Participation of the Communion, (or, what
15 commonly called receiving the Sacra-
ment) as the indi{penfible Duty of every

Chriftian 3
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Chriftian ; there 15 no Inflitution of cur
Religion" more fimple, plain, and intellipi=

-

ble than "this is, as delivered to us by our
Saviour's and ‘nfoft of the claborate Trea-
tifes wrote, fince his Time, on the Subject,
have-ferved only to puzzle and difturb weak
Minds, by throwing the dark Veil of Su-
perttition and Human Invention over a plain
- pofitive 'Command, given by Him ‘in {o
- explicit "a ‘Manner as fo be ea 1fily ‘compre-
hended by the meaneft Capacity, and which
“tis doubtlefs in the Power of all his fincere
Followers to' pay an acceptable Obedience
to. Noth‘in‘g has more contributed to the
Negle& of this Duty than the numerous
- well-meaning’ Books thdt have been wrote
to ehjoin a Monfhs or a Weeks Prepara-
tion, as previoufly necéffar ry to the due Per=
fermance of it; by this Means, filli ing the
Minds of 'm'zmy with needlefs Terror, put-
ting it even out of the Power of fome to
réceive it at-all;"and iﬁducilw great Num-
‘bers to reft f{atisfied with d omcr it only once
or twice in 2 YC’L, on fome high Feftival,
wheréas it was mmly the conftant Cuf=
tom of the A}%oz ties, and primiive Chrif=
o D tians;
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ﬁans,cn1<ﬂ@ry Sunday ; and ought to be
received by Us as often as it is adminifz
tered in the Church we frequent (which
in moft Places is but once in a Month) nor
do I think it excufable, at any Time, to
turn our Backs upon the Table we fee pre-
pared for that Purpofe, on pretence of not
being fit to partake Worthily of it: The
beft, the only true Preparation for This,
and every other Part of Religious Duty, is
a gocd and virtuous Life, by which the
Mind is conftantly kept in fuch a Devo-
tional Frame, as to require but a little Re-
collection, to be fuited to any particular
Ac¢t of Worfhip or Obedience that may oc-
cafionally happen; and without That, there
cannot be a greater, or more Fatal Miftake
than to fuppofe, that a few Days or Wecks
fpent in Humiliation and Prayer will ren-
der us at all the more acceptable to the
Deity, or the better fitted for any One In-
{tance of that Duty which muft be Uni-
verfally paid, to be either approved by Him,
or advantageous to Qurfelves: I would not
therefore advife you to read any of thofe
weekly Ptreparatives which are too apt to

]
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lead the Mind into Error, by teaching it to
reft in a'mere Shadow of Piety, wherein
there is nothing rationally fatisfatory. The
beft Book I have ever met with on the
Subject 1s the Bithop of Winchefter's Plain
Account of the Nature and End of the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper : (to which
the Prayers before-mentioned are annexed)
this is well worth your careful Perufa] ;
the Defign of the Inftitution is there fully
explained, agreeable both to Scripture and
Reafon, ftript of all that Veil of Myftery
which has been induftrioufly thrown over
it, by defigning or miftaken Men, and laid
as plainly open to every Capacity as it was
at firft left us by our great Mafter. Read
this Book with due Attention, you will
there find every neceflary Inftrution con-
cerning the Rite, and every reafonable In-
ducement to the conftant and confcientious
Performance of it.

Tue fincere Pra&ice of thefe religious
- Daties naturally leads to the proper Dif~
charge of the focial ones, which may be all
comprehended in that one great general
Rule of doing unto others as you would they

D 2 thould



fhould do unto you ;— but of thele: more
3,»;1:*‘&1 farly.hereafter. I fhall firft give you
my, Advice concerning Employmen 1t -be-
g of great Moment to fet out in Life in
fuch’a Method as may be ufeful to yourfelf
and Beneéficial to others.  Time is4nvalua-
ble,  its Lefs irretrievable ! the Remem-
brance of having made an ill Ufe of it muft
be one of the fharpeft  Tortures to thofe
wha are on the Brink of Eternity !t and
what can yield a more unpleafing Retrof-

pect, than whole Years idled away 1n an

y—

;.muonal infignificant Manner ! Examples
of which are continually before our Eyes,
Look on every Day as a Blank Sheet of
Paper put into your Hands to be filled
tip ; remember the Chara&ters will remain
to endlefs Ages, and can never be expun-
ged 5 be careful therefore not to write any
thing but what you may read with Pleafure
a chmf nd Years hence: I would not be
underftocd in 2 Senfe fo fArict as might
dcbar you from any Innocent Amufement
fuitable to your Age, and agreeable ta
your Inclination ; Diverfions, properly re-
gu‘;ated, are not only allowable, they are

abfo-
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abfolutely neceflary to Y outh, and are never
criminal but when taken to Excefs; that
‘is, when they engrofs the whole Thought
are made the chief Bufinefs of Life, givea
diftafte to every valuable Employment ;
and by a Sort of Infatuation leave the Mind
in a State of reftlefs Impatience from the
Conclufion of one ’till the Commencement
of another : this is the unfortunate Dif=
pofition of many ; guard moft carefully
againft it ; for nothing can be attended with
more pernicious Confequences : A little
Obfervation will convince you, that there
is not, amongft the Human Speccies, a Set
of more miferable Beings than thofe who
cannot live out of a conﬁan; Succeflion of
Diverfions : thefe People have no Com-
prehenfion of the more fatisfactory Plea-
{ures to be found i Retirement ; Though¢
is infupportable to them, and confequently
Solitude muft be intolerable ; they are a
Burthen to Themielves, and a Peft to their
Acquaintance, by vainly fecking for Hap-
pinefs in Company where they are {cldom
acceptable (I fay vainly, for truc Happinefs
exifts only in the Mind, nothing foreign

can
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can give it: the utmoft to be attained by
what 1s called a gay Life, is a fhort For-
getfulnefs of Mifery to be felt with accu-
mulated Anguifh in every Interval of Re-
fleCtion) this refllefs Temper is frequently
the Produ& of a too eager Purfuit of Plea-
fure in the early Part of Life, to the Neg-
leét of thofe valuable Improvements which
would lay the Foundation of a more Solid
and Permanent Felicity.  Youth is the Sea-
fon for Diverfions, but ’tis alfo the Seafon
for acquirihg Knowledge, for fixing Ufeful
Habits, and laying in a Stock of fuch well-
chofen Materials, as imay grow into a fe-
rene Happinefs that will encreafe with every
added Year of Life, “and bloom in the
fulleft Perfection at the Decline of it. The
great Art of Education confifts in aflign-
Ing’ towedeh s proper Place, in fuch a
Manner, that the one fhall never become
srkfome by intrenching on the other: our
Separation having taken from me the pleafing
Tatk of endeavouring, to the beft of my
Ability, to fuit them occafionally, ‘as might
be moit conducive both to your Profit and
Pleafure, it only remains to give you ge-

neral
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neral Rules, which Accidents may make
it neceflary fometimes to vary ;—that muft
be left to your own Difcretion, and I am
convinced you have a fufficient Share of
Underftanding to be very capable of mak-
ing {uch cafual Regulations advantageoufly
to yourfelf, if the Inclination is not want-
ing.

"T'1s an excellent Method to appropriate
the Morning wholly to Improvement ; the
Afternoon may then be allowed to Diver-
fions ; under the laft Head I place Company,
Books of the humorous Kind, and enter~-
taining Productions of the Needle, as well
as Plays, Balls, Cards, &c. which more
commonly go by that Name: from Dinner
‘till Supper may be varioufly by thefe em-
ployed, with Innocence and Propriety ; but
let none of them ever be fuffered to intrude
on the former Part of the Day, which
thould be always devoted to more ufe-
ful | Employments. One half Hour either
before, or immediately after Breakfaft, I
would have you conftantly give to the at-
tentive Perufal of fome rationally pious
Author, or {ome Part of the New Tefta-

ment ;
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ment; (which laft, and indeed the whole
Scripture, you ought to make yourfelf per-
fectly acquainted with asthe Bafis on which
your Religion is founded) this Pracice you
will reap' more real Benefit from, than can
be fuppofed by thofe who have never- made
the Experiment. The other Hours may
be divided amongft thofe neceflary and po-
lite Acquifitions which are fuitable to your
Sex, Age, and Rank in Life. Study your
own Language thoroughly, that you may
{peak corre@ly, and write grammatically;
do not content yourfelf with the common
Ufe of Words, which ' Cuaftom has taught
you from the Cradle, but learn from whence
they are derived, and what are their proper
Significations. French you ought to be as
well acquainted with as Englith; and Ita-
lian might, without much Difﬁéulty, be
added.” Acquire a good Knowledge of
Hiftory ; that of your own Country firft,
_then of the other European Nations ; read
them, not with a' View to amufe, but to
improve your Mind; and to that End
make Réfle@Gions on what you have' read,
which may be ufeful. tc yourfelf, and ren-

1
ger
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der your Converfation agreeable to others :
learn fo much of Geography, as to form
a juft Idea of thofe Places you read of; this
will make Hiftory more entertaining to you,
It is neceflary for you to be perfet in
the four firft Rules of Arithmetic ; more you
can never have Occafion for, and the Mind
thould not be burthened with needlefs Ap-
plication. Mufick and Drawing are Ac=
complithments well worth the Trouble of
attaining, if your Inclination and Genius
lead to either; if not, do not attemipt them;
for it will be only much Time and great
Labour unprofitably thrown away; it being
next to impoflible to arrive at any Degree
of Perfection in thofe Arts, by the dint of
Perfeverance only, 4f a good 'Ear, and 4
native Genius are wanting. The Study of
Natural Philofophy you will find both plea-
fing and inftructive ; pleafing from the con-
tinual new Difcoveries to be made of the
innumerably various Beauties of Nature, (a
moft agreeable Gratification of that Defire
of Knowledge wifely implanted in the hu=
man Mind) and inftructive, as thofe Difcove=
ries lead to the Contemplation of the greaf
E Au=



(.26 )

Author of Nature, wholeWifdom and Good-
nefs fo confpicuoufly fhine through all his
Works, that itis impoffible to refle {erioufly
on them, without Admiration and Gratitude.
THESE, my "Dear, are "bnt® 4T fow ok
thofe mental Improvements T would re-
commend to you; indeed there IS no
Branch of Knowledge that your Capacity
1s equal to, and you have an Opportunity of
acquiring, which T think ought to be ne-
gieted. It has been objected againft all
Female Learning, beyond that of Houfhold
Oeconomy, that it tends only to fill the
Minds of the Sex with 1 conceited Vanity,
which fets'them above their proper Bufinefs,
occafions ‘an Indifference to, if not a total
Neglet of their Family-Affairs, and ferves
oniy to render them ufelefs Wives, and im-
pertinent Companions. It muft be con-
fefled, that fome reading Ladies have given
but too'much Caufe for this Objection ; and
could it be proved to hold good throughout
the Sex, it would certainly be right to con-
fine their Improvements within the narrow
Limits of the Nurfery, the Kitchen, and
the Confeltionary ; but I believe jt will
s upon
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upon Examination be found, that f{uch ill
Confequences proceed chiefly from too great
an Imbecility of Mind to be capable of
much Enlargement, or from a mere AL
feCtation of Knowledge void of all Reality.
Vanity is never the Refult of Underftand-
ing ; a fenfible Woman will {foon be con-
vinced, that all the Learning her utmoft
Application can make her Miftrefs of will
be, from the Difference of Lducation, in
many Points inferior to that of a School-
Boy ; this RefleGtion will keep her always
humble, and be an effetual Check to that
Loquacity which renders fome Women fuch
infupportable Companions.

Tue Management of all Domef’uc Af-
fairs is certainly the proper Bufinefs of Wo-
man ; and unfafthionably ruftic as fuch an
Affertion may be thought, ’tis certainly not
beneath the Dignity of any Lady, however
high her Rank, to know how to educate
her Children, to govern her Servants, to
arder an elegant Table with Oeconomy, and
to manage her whole Family with Pru-
dence, Regularity and Method ; if in Thefe
fhe is defective, whatever may be her At-

i g tain-
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tainments in any other Kinds of Know-
ledge, (he will act out of Chara&er, and,
by not moving in her Proper Sphcxe be-
come rather the Obje@ of Ridicule than
Approbation : But I beheve it may W1th
Truth be affirmed, that the Nefr]e& of
thefe Domeftic Concerns has much more
frcquently proceeded from an exorbitant
Love of Dwerﬁons, a ridiculous Fondnefs
for Diefs 2nd Gallantry, or a miftaken
Pride that has placed them in a fervile
Light (fit only for the Employment of De-
pendents, and below the Attention of a
fine Lady) than from too great an Attach-
ment to I‘/Iental Improvements 5 yet from
whatfoever Caufe fuch a Negle proceeds
it is equally unjuftifiable. If any Thing
can be urged in dexcqtgon of a Cuftom,
unknown to our Anceftors, which the Pre-
valence of Fathion has made {o gencral
amongft the modern Ladies, I mean, that
of committing to the Care, and dlfcrcuonary
Powcr of dlffcrent Servants, the fole Ma-
pagement of their Family- Affairs ; nothmo
certainly can be alledged in Defence of fuch
an Ignorance in Things of this Nature as

rendegs
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renders a Lady incapable of giving proper
Diretions on all Occafions ; an Ignorance
which, in ever {o exalted a Station, will
render her contemptible even to thofe Ser-
| vants on whofe Underﬁanding and Fidelity
the, in fa&, becomes dependent for the
Regularity of her Houfe, the Propriety, Ele-
gance, and Frugality of her Table; which
laft Article is feldom regarded by fuch Sort
of People, who too frequently impofe -on
thofe by whom they are thus implicitly
trufted. Make yourfelf, therefore, {o tho-
roughly acquainted with the moft proper
Method of condu&ing a Family, and the
ijeceﬁ'ary Expence which every Article, in.
proportion to their Number, will occafion,
that you may come to a reafonable’ Cer-
tainty of not being materially deceived, with-
out the ridiculous Drudgery of following
your Servants at the Heels, and meanly
peeping into every obfcure Corner of
your Houfe ; nor is this at all difficult to
attain, it requiring nothing more than an
attentive Obfervation. |
s late, in moft great F amilies, be-
come too much the Cuftom to be lon g upon
the
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the Books of every Tradefman they employ ;
to aflign a Reafon for this is foreign to my
Purpofe, but am certain it would, in general,
be better both for themfelves and the People
they deal with, never to be on them at all ;
and what Difficulty or Incenvenience can
arife, in a well-regulated Family, from com-
miflioning the Steward or Houfekeeper to
pay for every Thing at the Time of its being
brought in ? This obfolete Practice (tho’ in
itfelf very laudable) is not at prefent, and
perhaps never may again, be authorifed by
Fathion ; however, let it be a Rule with you
to contract as few Debts as poflible ; moft
Things are to be purchafed both better in
their Kind and at a lower Price, by paying
for them at the Time of purchafing, but if
to avoid the fuppofed Trouble of frequent
trifling Difburfements, you choofe to have
the lefler Articles thrown together in a Bill,
Jet a Note of the Quantity and Price be
brought with every fuch Parcel ; file thefe
Notes, compare them with the Bill when
delivered in, and let fuch Bills be regularly
paid every Quarter ; for it is not reafonable
to expect that a Tradefman fhould give Jon-

LEr
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ger Credit, without making up the Inte-
reft of his Money by an advanced Price on
what he Sells ; and; be affured, if you
find it inconvenient to ' pay at the End of
‘Three -Months, that Inconvenience: muft
arife from living at too great an Expence,
and  will confequently encreafé - in  Six
Months, and grow ftill greater at the End
of the Year : by making thort Payments
you will become the fooner fenfible of fich
a, Miftake, and find it at irft more ealy to
retrench any Supernumeraries than after hav
ing been long habituated to them. _ P
IF; your Houfe is fuperintended by, and
your | Servants accountable to an Houfe
keeper, -let her be accountable to yourfelf,
and entirely governed by your Diretions ;
carefully examine her Bills, and fuffer no
Extravagancies or unneceflary - Articles to
pafs unnoticed ; let thefe Bills be brought
to you every Moming, what they contain
will then be eafily recolleéted without bur-
thening your Memory ; your Accounts be-
ing fhort ' will be adjufted with lefs Trouble ,
and more Exa@nefs. ‘Should you at any
Time have an upper Servant whofe Fa-
mily
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mily and Education were fuperior to that
State of Subjection, which fucceeding Mif=
fortunes may have reduced her to, fuch
ought to be treated with peculiar Indul-
gence ; if the has Underftanding enough
to be converfable, and Humility 'eﬁodgh'_
always to keep her proper Diftance, leflen,
as much' as poffible, every painful Remem-.
brance of former Profpects, by looking
on her as an humble Friend, and making
her an occafional Companion ; but never
defcend to converfe with thofe whofe Birth,
Education, and early Views in Life, were
not fuperior to a State of Servitude ; their
Minds are fuited to their Station, intoxi-
cated by any Degree of Familiarity, they
become ufelefs and impertinent. — The
Habit very many Ladies have contracted of
talking to, and confulting with their Wo-
men, has {o fpoiled that Set of Servants,
that few of them are-to be met with, who
do not commence their Service, by giving
their unafk’d Opinion of your Perfon, Drefs,
or Management, artfully conveyed in the
too generally accepted Vehicle of Flattery;
and if allowed in this, will next proceed to

offer
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offer their ridiculous Advice on any Occid=
fion that may happen to difcompofe, or
ruffle your Temper ; check the firft Ap-
pearance of fuch Impertinence, by a Re=
primand fufficiently fevere to prevent a Rc-—

petition of it.
Give your Orders in a plain, diftin&
Manner, with Good-nature, joincd"to 3
Steadinefs that will thew they muft be punc-
tually obeyed ; treat all yoar Domeftics with
fuch Mildnefs and Affability, that you may
be ferved rather out of Affeétion than Fear
let them live happily under you ; give them
Leifure for their own Bufines, Time for
Innocent Recreation, and more efpecially
for attending the public Service of the
Church ; to be inftru@ed in their Duty to
Gobp ; without which you have no Right
to_expelt the ' Difcharge of that owing to
yourfelf: when wrong, tell them calmly
of their Faults; if they amend not after
two or three fuch Rebukes, difmifs them,
but never defcend to Paflion and Scolding,
VVthﬂ is inconfiftent with a good Under-
laadmo and beneath the Dignity of a
_Gehtlewomun. Be very exactin your Hours,
F withe
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without which there can be no Order in
your Family, I mean thofe of rifing, eat-
ing, &c. require from your Servants Punc-
tuality in thefe, and never be yourfelf the
Caufe of breaking through the Rules.you
have laid down, by deferring Breakfaft, put-
ting back the Dinner; or letting it grow
cold on the Table, to wait your Drefling,
a Cuftom by which many Ladies introduce
Confufion, and bring their Orders into Ne-
glect. Be always drefled, at leaft, half an
Hour before Dinner, — Having mentioned
this important Article, I muft be allowed 4

littdle Digreflion on the Subject.
WHATEVER Time is taken up i Drefs,
beyond what is neceffary to Decency  and
Cleanlinefs, 'may be looked upon (to fay no
worfe) as a Vacuum in Life, entirely loft :
by Decency, I mean {fuch an Habit as is
tuitable to your Rank and Fortune ; an ill-
placed Finery, inconfiftent with ecither, is
not Ornamental, but Ridiculous : a Com-
pliance with Fathion, {o far as to avoid the
Affectation of Singularity is neceffary, but
to run into the Extream of Fathions, more
efpecially thofe which are inconvenient, is
the
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the certain Proof of a weak Mind ; have a
better Opinion of yourfelf, than to fuppofe
you can receive any additional Merit from
the adventitious Ornaments of Drefs ; leave
the Study of the Toilet to thofe adapted to
it, I mean to that mmfignificant Set of Fe-
males whofe whole Life, from the Cradle to
the Coflin, is but a varied Scene of trifling,
and whofe Intellectuals fit them not for any
Thing beyond it; fuch may be allowed to
pafs whole Mornings at their Looking-
Glafs, in the important Bufinefs of fuiting
a Set of Ribbons, adjufting a few Curls,
or determining the Pofition of a Patch ;
one, perhaps, of their moft innocent Ways
of idling, —but let as {mall a Portion of
your Time, as poflible, be taken up in
Drefling ; be always perfectly clean and
neat, both in your Perfon and Cloaths,
equally fo when alone, as in Company ;
look upon all beyond this, as immaterial
in itfelf, any farther than as the different
Ranks of Mankind have made fome Dif-
tin€tion in Habit generally efteemed necef-
fary ; and remember, that it is never the
Drefs, however Sumptuous, which refleéts

T2 Dig-
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Dignity and Honour on the Perfon, it is;
the Rank and Merit of the Perfon that gives
Confequence to the Drefs.—But to return.

It is your own Steadine(s and Example
of Regulurity that alone can preferve un-
interrupted Order in vour Family ; if by
Forgetfulnefs or Inattention you at any Time
fuffer your Commands to be difobeyed with
Impunity, vour «Servants will grow upon
fuch Negle& into an Habit of Careleflness,
‘tll repeated Faults, of which this is pro-
perly the Source, roufe ybu into Anger,
which an even Hand would never have
made neceffary. Be not whimfical or ca=
pricious  in your Likings; approve with
Judgment, and condemn with Reafon, that
acting Right may be as certainly the Means
of obtaining your Favour, as the contrary
of incurring your Difpleafure.

Frowm what has been faid you will fee,
that in order to the proper Difcharge of
your Domeftic Duties, it is ablolutely ne-
ceflary for you te have a perfet Know-
ledge of every Branch of Houfhold Qeco-
nomy, withouyt which vou can neither cor-

ret
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re@ what is wrong, approve what is right,
or give Direttions with Propriety, ’tis the
Want of this Knowledge that reduces ma-
ny a fine Lady’s Family to a State of the
utmoft Confufion and Diforder on the {ud-
den Removal of a managing Servant, ’till
the Place is fupplied by a Succeflor of
equal Ability : How much out of Charac-
ter, how ridiculous muft a Miftrefs of a
Family appear who is entirely incapable of
giving practical Orders on fuch an Occa-
fion ! let that never be your Cafe ; remem-
ber, my Dear, this is the only proper tem-
poral Bufinefs affigned you by Providence,
and in a Thing fo indifpenfibly needful, fo
eafily attained, and where fo little Study or
Application js neceffary to arive at the
moft commendable Degree of it, the Want
even of Perfection is almoft inexcufable ;
make yourfelf Miftrefs of the Theory, that
you may be able, the more readily, to re-
duce it into Pracice; and when you have
a Family to command, let the Care of that
always employ your principal Attention, and
every Part of it be fubjected to your own

In-
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Infpection. If you rife early (a Cuftom T
hope you have not left off fince you was
with me) wafte no unneceflary Time in
drefling, and conduct vour Houfe in a re-
gular Method, you will find many vacant
Hours unfilled up by this material Bufinefs,
and no Objection can lay againft employ-
ing thole in fuch Improvements of the
Mind as are moft fuitable to your Genius
and Inclination. T believe no Man of Un-
derftanding will think, that under fuch Re-
gulations 2 Woman will either make a lefs
agreeable Companion, a lefs ufeful Wife, a
lefs careful Mother, or a worfe Miftrefs of 4
Family, for all the additional Knowledge her
Induftry and Application can acquire.

Tue Morning being always thus advan-
tageoufly cngaged, the latter Part of the
Day may, as I before faid, be given to Re-
laxation and Amufement ; fome of thefe
Hours may be very agreeably, and not un-
ufefully, employed by entertaining Books ;.
a few of which, together with fome of a
religious and inftructive Kind, are annexed
as a Specimen of the Sort I weuld recom-

mend
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mend to your Perufal *. Novels and Ro-
mances never give yourfelf the Trouble of
reading ; though many of them contain
fome few good Morals, they are not worth
picking out of the Rubbi(h intermixed ; ’tis
like fearching for a few fmall Diamonds
amongft Mountains of Dirt and Trah,
which when found, are too inconfiderable
to .an{wer the Pains of coming at them ;
ridiculous as thefe fictitious Tales generally
are, they are e artfully managed as to ex-
cite an idle Curiofity to fee the Conclufion,
by which Means the Reader is drawn on,

* Tillotfon’s ) A Pope’s Effay on Man,

Hoadly’s | Rapin’s Hilt. of England,
Sherlock’s > Sermons ;. Hook’s or Echard’s Roman
Clarke’s | , Hittory ; 4
Seed’s 9 Univerfal Hiftory,

Locke, Woollafton, Potter’s Antiguities,

Mafon on Self-Knowledge, Kennet’s Antiquities,
Young’s Night Thoughts The SpeQators,

Seneca’s Morals, ‘The Guardians,

Cicero’s Works, Tomfon’s Seafons,

Callier’s Antoninus, . .+ Pope’s Tranflation of Ho.
Epittetus, mer’s {liad and Ody ffey,
Leonidas,» - ; e Vo R

By thefe you may form 4 Judgment of that Sort of read-
ing that will be both ufeful and entertaining to you.- In-the
Sermons, ithe Pradlical ones of each Author are meant,
Our Rule of Faith'thould be taken from the Scripture alone,
which we muft underfland for ourfelves ; therefore the con-
troverted Opinions of others ferve in general rather to puzzle
than improve the Mind,
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through a tirefome Length of foolifh Ad-
ventures, to the common Cataftrophe of a
Wedding, or fometimes a Funeral, from
which ufelefs Knowledge neither Pleafure
or Profit accrues ; the beft I have met with
of thefe kind of Writings, to fay no worfe,
it is little better than the Lofs of Time to
perufe ; but fome of them have more per-
nicious Confequences, for by drawing Cha-
racters that never exift in Life, by repre-
{fenting Perfons and Tmmrs in a falfe and
extravagant Light, and by a Scries of im-
probable - Caufes bringing on impoflible
Events, they are apt to give a romantic
Turn to the Mind, that is often productive
of great Errors in Judgment, and fatal Mif-
takes in Conduct ; of this I have feen fre-
quent Inftances, and therefore advife you
never to meddle with this Tribe of Scrib-
blers.

WoRrks of the Needle, that employ the
Fancy, may, if they fuit your Inclination,
be fometimes a pretty Amufement ; but let
this Employment never extend to large
Pieces, beyond what can be accomplifhed
by your felf without Affiftance. There I$

not



g

fnot a ’greaterw Extravagance under the fpé-’
cious Namé o'f'g(’)od Houfewifery, than the
turnithing of Houfes in this Manner; whole
Apartments have been feen thus ornamented
by the fuppofed Work of a Lady who, per-
haps, never fhaded two Leaves in the ar<
tificial Foreft, but has paid four Times its
Value to the feveral Péople emp]bycd in
bringing it to Perfection : the Expence of
thefe tedious Pieces of Work [ {peak of
experimentally ; havinig many Years patt un-
dertaken one of them, which when finith-
ed was not worth Fifteen Pounds, and, by
a Computation fince made, did not coft lefs
than Fifty, in the Hire and Maintenance
of the People empleyed in it ; this indecd
was at the Age of S;v’cnteen s the thought-'
lefs Inexperience of Youth could alone ex-
cufe fuch a Piece of Folly. Embroideries
in Gold, Silver, or Shades of Sitk, come
within a narrower C'oml, afs ¢ works of that
‘Kind which may, without calling in ex-
penfive Affiftance, or tiring the Fancy, be
finithed in a Summer, will be 2 well cho=
fen Change. of Amufement, and may ('as
there are three of you) be made muck

G mers
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more agreeable by one alternately reading
aloud, while the other two are thus em-
ployed. All Kinds of whatis called Plain-
work (tho’ no very polite Accomplithment)
/you muft be fo well verfed in, as to be able
to cut out, make, or mend, your own Li-
‘nen : fome Fathers, and fome Hufbands,ﬂ
choofe ‘to have their Daughters, and their
Wives, thus attired in the Labour of their
own Hands ; and from a miftaken Notion
believe this to be the great Criterion of fru-
gal Oeconomy ; where that happens to be
the Inclination, or Opinion of either, it
ought always to be readily complied with ;
but exclufive of fuch a Motive, I fee no
other that makes the pra&ical’ Part at all
neceffary to any Lady ; excepting, indeed,
fuch a Narrownefs of Fortune as admits
not conveniently the keeping of an Abigail,
to whom {uch Exercifes of the Needle
much more properly appertain.

Tre Theatre, which, by the indefati-
gable Labour of the inimitable Mr. Gar-
rick, is now brought to very great Perfec-
tion, will afford you, when in Town, an
equally rational and improving Entertain-

ment :
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ment ;. at his Houfe your Judgment is not
called in quettion, or your Ur:derﬁanding
affronted, by the impertinent Reprefenta-
tion of ridiculous Pantomimes ; nor your
Modef’ty offended by the indecent Ribaldry
of thofe Authors, who to their Defe& in
Wit, have added the Want of good Senfe
and good Manners : Faults of this Kind
that (from a blameable Compliance with 5
corrupted Tafte) has fometimes crept into
the Works of better Writers, are, by his
prudent Direion, generally re&ified, or
omitted on the Stage ; you may there fee the
beft Plays performed in the beft Manner ;
do not, however, go to any that you have
not before heard the Chara&er of ; be pre-
fent only at thofe which are approved by
Perfons of Underf’canding and Virtue, as
calculated to anfwer the proper Ends of the
Theatre, viz. that of conveying Inftruction
in the moft pleafing Method. — Attend to
the Sentiment, épply the Moral, and then
you cannot, I think, pafs an Evening in a
more ufeful, or a more entertaining Diver-
fion, |

G2 Dancine
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DanginG may alfo take its’ Turn'as an
healthful Exercife, and generally fuitable to
the Tafte and Gaiety of young Minds.

Pa r T of thofe Hours aphprop‘riated to
Relaxation, muft of Neceflity be lefs agree-
ably taken up in the paying and receiving
Vifits* of mere Ceremony and Civility, 3
Tribute, by Cuftom authorifed, by good
Manners enjoined : in Thefe, when the
Converfation is only infignificant, join in it
with an apparent Satisfaction ; talk of the
Elegance of a Birth-Day Suit, the Pattern
of a Lace, the judicious Affortment of
Jewels, the Cut of a’ Rufile, or the Set'of
a Sleeve, with an unaffe@ed Eafe; not'act
cording to the Rank they holdin your Ef-
timation, but proportioned to the Confe-
quence they may be of in the Opinion of
thofe you are converfing with : the great
Art of plea;mﬁ is to appear pleafed with
others ; faffer not #n ill- bred Abfence of
Tnouont or a contemptuous Sneer, ever
to betray a confcious bupenouty of Un-
-derftanding always produtive of ill-na-
ture and diflike ; fuit yourfelf to the Capa-
city and Tafte of your Company, when

.....



(45 )

that Tafte is confined to harmlefs Trifles;
but where it is {o far depraved, asto delight
in cruel Sarcaims on the AbfcntA, to be pleaf-
ed with difcovering the Blemithes in a good
Character, or fepeating the greater Faults
of a bad one, here Religion and Humanity
forbid the leaft Degree of Afient: if you
have not any Knowledge of the Perfons
thus unhappily facrificed to Envy or Malice,
and Coni’cquemly are ignorant -as to the
Truth or Falihood of fuch Afperfions, al-
ways fufpe¢t them to be ill-grounded, or,
at leaft, greaily exaggerated : fhew your
Difapprobation by a filent Gravity, and by
taking the fult Opportunity to change the
Subject ; but where any Acquaintance with
the Chara&er in queftion, gives Room for
defending it, let not an ill-timed Complai-
fance prevail over Juftice ; vindicate injured
Innocence with all the Freedom and Warmth
of an unreftrained Benevolence, and where
the Faults of the Guilty wiil admit of Pal-
liation, urge all that Truth can aliow, in
Mitigation of Error ; from this Method,
befides, the Pleafure arifing from the Con-
fcioufnefs of a ftrict Conformity to the great

Rule
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Rule of doing as you would be done by,
you will alfo reap to yourtelf the Benefit of
being lefs frequently peftered with Themes
ever painfal to a humane Difpofition. If
unfortunately you have fome Acquaintance
whofe Malevolence of Elcail e
ment cf Virtue, no Check of good Man~
ners, can reftrain from thefe malicious Sal-
lies of Hl-nature, to them let your Vifits be
made as feldom, and as thort, as De’cency
will “ permit; there being " neither Benefit
or SatisfaCtion to be found in fuch Com-
pany ; amongft whom only Cards may be
introduced  with any Advantage ; on this
Account it will be proper for you to know
how to play at thofe Games moft in Ufe,
becaufe it is an Argument of great Folly to
engage in any Thing without doing it well ;
but this is a Diverfion that T hope you will
have no Fondnefs o1 e i, itfelf, to

fay no worfe, a very fignificant one.
‘Witn Perfons for whom you can have
no Efteem, Good-breeding may oblige you
to keep up an Intercourfe of ceremonious
Vifits, but Politenefs enjoins not the Length
or Frequency of them; here Inclination
: . i
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may be followed without a Breach of Civi-
lity ; there is no Tax upon Intimacy, but
from Choice, and that Choice fhould ever
be founded on Merit, the Certainty where-
of you cannot be too careful in previoufly
examining; great Caution is neceflary not
to be deceived by {pecious Appearances ; a
plaufible Beha\;iou[, often, upon a {fuper-
ficia] Knowledge, creates a Prepofieflion in
favour of Perfons, whom, upon a nearer
View, may be found to have no Claim to
Efteem ; the forming a precipitant Judg-
ment fometimes leads into an unwary Inti-
macy, which it may prove abfolutely necef-
fary to break off, and yet that Breach be
attended with innumerable Inconveniencies,
nay, perhaps, with very material and lafting
1ll Confequences: Prudence, therefore, here
enjoins the greateft Circumfpection. Few
People are capable of F riendthip, and fill
fewer have all the Qualifications one would
choofe in a Friend ; the fundamental Point
is a virtuous Difpofition ; but to that thould
be added, a good Underflanding, folid
Judgment, Sweetnefs of Temper, Steadi-
nefs of Mind, Freedom of Behaviour, and

Sin-
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Sincerity of Heart ; feldom as thefe are to
be found united, never make a Bofom Fiiend
of a Perfon greatly deficient’ in ‘cither. “Be
flow in contracting Friendthip, ‘and invari-
ably conftant in maintaining it ‘é:&pé‘@cihot
many Friends, but think yduxf‘félf?happy,’f'“iﬂ
- through Life, you meet with One 'or Two
- who deferve | that Name, and have all the
Requifites for the valuable Relation. " This
may jultly be deemed the higheft Blefling of
Mortality uninterrupted Health 'has ‘the
general Voice ; but, in my Opinion; fuch a

~ Fdend as much deferves the Preferénce, ‘as
the mental Pleafures, both in Nature and
- Degree, exceed the Corporeal : 'the Weak-
aefles, the Pains of the Body may be in-
- expreflibly alleviated by the Converfation of
a Perfon, by AffeGion endeared, by Reafon
approved ; whofe tender Sympathy partakes
your Affli&ions, and fhares your Enjoy-
ments ; who is fteady in the Corre&ion,
but mild in the Reproof of 'your Faults ;
like a guardian Angel, ever watchful to
warn you of unforefeen Danger, and by
timely Admonitions prevent the Miftakes
incident to human' Frailty, and Self-partia-
lity.
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lity. This is the true Office of Friendthip ;
with fuch a Friend, no State of Life can be
abfolutely unhappy ; but deftitute of fome
fuch Conne&Gion, Heaven has fo formed
our Natures for this intimate Society, that,
amidft the Affluence of Fortune, and the
Flow of uninterrupted Health, there will be
an aking void in the folitary ' Breaft, that
can never know a Plenitude of Happinefs.
Should the Supreme Difpofer of all Events
beftow on you this fuperlative Gift, to fuch
a Friend let your Heart be ever unreferved-
ly open; conceal no fecret Thought, dif-
guife no latent Weaknefs, but bare your
Bofom to the faithful Probe of. honeft
Friendthip, and fhrink not, if it fmart be-
neath the Touch ; nor with tenacious Pride
diflike the Perfon that freely dares condemn
fome favorite Foible ; but, ever open to
Conviction, hear with Attention, and re-
ceive with Gratitude the kind Reproof that
flows from Tendernefs : when fenfible of a
Fault, be ingenuous in the Confeffion, fin-
cere and fleady in the Correction of it.

Harpy is her Lot, who in an Hufband
finds this invaluable Friend | yet fo great is

H the



(\5et )/

the Hazard, fo difproportioned the Chances,
that 1 'could almott 'with the dangerous Die
was never to be thrown for any of you! but
as moft probably it may, let me conjure ye
all, ‘my dear Girls, if ever any of you take
this moft important Step in Life, to proceed
with the utmoft Care, and deliberate Cir-
cumfpedlion.” Fortune and Family it is the
{ole Province of your Pappa to direct in,swho
certainly has always an undoubted Right to
a Negative Voice, though not to a Compul-
five One; as a Child 1s very juﬁiﬁable in
the Refufal of her Hand, even to the ab-
folute Command of a Father, where her
Heart cannot go with it ; {0 is fhe extremely
eulpable, by giving it contrary to his Appro-
bation.—Here I muft take Shame to myfelf!
and for this unpardonable Fault, ﬁojuﬁ'Ty
acknowledge the fubfequent it Confequen-
ces of a moft unhappy Marriage were the
proper- Punithment : this and every other
Errorin my own Condu&, I'do, and fhall,
awith the utmoft Candour, lay open to you,
fincerely praying, thatyou may reap the Be-
nefit of my Experience, and avoid . thofe
Rocks I.have, either by Carelefsnefs, or
i fome-
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féﬁieﬂﬁ‘xﬁ alas ' by too much Caunon fpht

'wamﬁ " But to return.—
PrE Chief Point to be regarded in the
Choice’ of q Coxnpmxon for Llfc, Is a real
rtuous Principle, an umf"c&ed Goodnefs
of Heart ; wnhout HLS you will be con-
tinually {hocked by Ind*ceqcy, and pamcd
by Impiety.  So numerous have been the
Lmhappy Vidtims to the rldxcu]ous Opinion,
that a reformed Libertine, makes the beft
HU{baﬂd that did not. Exoenencc daily
evince thc Contralv, one wou;d believe -1t
nnpoﬁible for a Girl, who has a tolerable
Degree of common Undexﬁandmfr to be
made the Dupe of o erroneous a Poftxon,
that has not the leaft Shadow of Reafon
for its Foundation, and which a frnall 911:116
of Obfervajon Wlll prove to be falfe in
Faét! A" Man. who has been long con-
verfant with the worft Sort of VVomen, is
very apt to contraé’c a bad Opinion of, and
a Contempt for the Sex in weneml; in-
capable of ef’feemmg aiy, he .is fufplczous
of all; jealous without Caufe, angry with-
out Provocatlon and hxs own dxﬁuxbr;d
Imfwmatxon is a contmual Source of ili
H 2 Humour ;
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Humour ; to this is frequently joined a bad -
Habit of Body, the natural Confequence of
an irregular Life, which gives an additional
Sournefs to the Temper. What rational
Profpe of Happinefs can there be with
fuch 2 Companion ? And that this is the
general Character of thofe who are called
reformed Rakes, Obfervation will certify 1
but admit there may be fome Exceptions;
it 1s a Hazard that no confiderate Woman.
would venture the Peace of her whole fu-
ture Life upon. The Vamty of thofe Girls -
who believe themfelves capable of workmg :
Miracles of this Kind, and give up their
Perfons to a Man of libertine Principlés,'
upon the wild Expectation of reclaiming
him, Juf‘cly deferve the Difappointment they:
will generally meet with ; for, believe me,
a Wife is, of all others, the leaft likely to
fucceed in fuch an Attempt.—Be it your Care
to find that Virtue in a Lover, which you
muft never hope to form in an Hufband,
Good Senfe and good Nature are almoft
equally requifite ; if the former is wanting,
it will be next to impoffible for you to efteem
the Perfon of whofe Bchaviour you may
have
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have: Caufe to be afhamed ; (and mutual
Efteem is as neceffary to Happinels in the.
marricd: State, as mutual Affection)  without
the latter, every Day will bring with it
fome frefh Caufe of Vexation; ’till repeated
Quarrels produce a Coldnefs, that will fettle
into  an irreconcilable Awverfion, and you
not only become each others Torment,  but
the Object of Contcmpt to your Family and
Acquaintance.

Tris Quality of good Nature, is, of all
others, the moft difficult to be- afcertamed :
which proceeds from the general Miftake of
blending’it with good Humour, as in them~
felves. the fame, though, in fa&t, no two
Principles of Action are more eflentially dif-
ferent ; . this- may require fome Explana-
tion,~— By good Nature, then, I mean,
that true Benevolence which partakes the
Felicity of all Mankind, that promotes the
Satisfaction of every Individual within the
Reach of its: Ability, that relieves the Dif~
trefled, comforts the Afflicted, diffufes Blef-
fings, and communicates Happinefs, far as
its Sphere of Action can extend, and in the
private Scenes ‘of Life, will fhine confpi-

cuous
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cususcin’the datiful 'Son, the affe@ionate
Hufband, . the indulgent Father, the fasthful
Friend, and the compafiionate Mafter, both
to Maw and Beaft ;- whilt good Humour is
nothing‘m.or'e than a chearful, p]ea’ﬁn'g De-

portment, arifing either from a natural Gaie~
ty of Mind, or an Affe&ation of “Popu~
larity, joined to an Affability of Behavi-
our, the Refult of  good  Breeding, and a
ready Compliance with the Tafte ot every
Company. .- This iKind* 6 mers ‘eood
Humour, is, by fary the moft feriking
Quality ; ’tis frequently “miftalen for, and
compliniented with  the {liperior’ Name of
real good Nature ; 2 Man by this-f’peciaus
Appearance has often acqui%edﬁth'atprpella—
tion, who in all the Actions of his private
Life, has been'a Mortofe, Cruel, Revenge-
ful, Sullen, Haughty Tyrant. — Let 'them
put on'the Cap whofe Temples fit the gal-
ling Wieath!l——0n the contrary, 4 Man
of ‘a trae benevolent Difpofition, and form-
ed to promote. 'the Happinefs of all around
him, may fometimes, pérhaps, from an ill
Habit of Body, an accidental Vexation, or
2 commendablc'OPenne_fs of Heart, above

the
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the Meannefs of ~Difguife, 'be guilty of
little Sallies of Peevithnefs,  or ilt Humour;
that ‘may carry the ‘Appearance of, and be
unjuftly 'ti-hough\t to proceed from il Nature,
by Perfons who ‘are unacquainted “with his
true ‘Charatter; and “take them  for fynoni-
mous Terms ; though in Reality they bear
not the leaft . Analogy to each other. In
order to' the forming a right Judgment, it
1s abfdhi{ely netefféry’ to ObfchC this Dif-
tinction, which will effectually fecure’ you
from ‘the dangerous E'rrbr of “taking the
Shadow for the Subf’cance ; an irretrievable
Miftake ! Pregnant wrth innumerdble con-
fequent Evils. '
FROM what has ‘been faid, it plamlj ap-
peals tmt the Criterion of thlS amiable
Virtue, 1s not to be taken from the general
Opinion ; ‘mere good Humour being, to all
Intents’ and Purpofes, fufficient, -in this
Particular, ‘to eftablifh the - public Voice in
favour of ‘a2 Man ut‘ten/ devord: of every
humané and benevolent Aﬁlctlon of 'Heart,
It is only from thc Tef confpxcuous Scencs

of Life, the more retired Sphere of ' ‘Actio
thc artlefs Tenor of domeftic Conduct
that
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that the real Charaer cin, with any Cer-
tajnty, be drawnj; thefe undifguifed pro-
claim the Man ; but as they fhun the Glare
of Light, nor court the Noife of popular
Applaufe ; obfcure, they pafs unnoted, and
are feldom known ’till after an intimate Ac-
‘-quaintance ; the beft method, therefore, to
avoid Deception in this Cafe, is to lay no
Strefs on outward Appearances, too often
fallacious, but to take the Rule of judging
from the fimple, unpolithed Sentiments of
thofe whofe dependent Conneétions give
them an undeniable Certainty ; who not on-
ly fee, but hourly feel, the good or bad Ef-
felts of that difpofition they are (ubje&ed
to : by this I mean, that if a Man is equal-
ly refpected, efteemed and beloved by his
Tenants, ‘his Dependents and Domettics,
from the fubftantial Farmer to the laborious
Peafant, from the proud Steward to the {ub-
miffive: Wretch, who thankful for Em-
ployment, humbly obeys the menial Tribe ;
you may juftly conclude, he has that true
good Nature, that real Benevolence, which:
delights “in communicating Felicity, and
enjoys the Satisfaction it diffufes ; but if by

thefe



%7 )

thefe he is defpifed and hated, ferved merely
from a Principle of Fear, devoid of Affec-
" tion, which ,is very eafily difcoverable,
“whatever may be his public Chara&ter, how-
- €ver favourable the general Opinion, be af-
fured, his Difpofition is fuch, as can never
"be prod'ué’tive of domeftic Happinefs. I
“have been the more particular on this Head,
as it is one of the moft effential Qualifica-
jt'ions to be rég'arded, and of all others the

_moft liable to be miftaken.
" Never be prevailed with, my Dear, to
'igive your Hand to a Perfon defeGive in
‘thefe material Points ; fecure of Virtue,
‘good Nature, and Underftanding, in an
Hufband, you may be fecure of Happinefs ;
without the two former it is unattainable,
without the latter, in a tolerable Degree, it
muft be very imperfe, |
Rememesr Infallibility is not the Pro-
perty of Man, or you may entail Difap-
pointment on yourfelf, by expecting what is
never to be found ; the beft of Men: are
fometimes inconfiftent with themfelves ;
they are liable to be hurried, by fudden Starts
of Paffion, into Expreffions and A&ions,
' I which
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which their cooler Reafon will condemn ;
they may have fome Oddities of Behaviour, '
fome Peculiarities of Temper, be {ubjec to
accidental ill Humour, or whimfical Com-
plaints ; Blemifhes of this Kind often fthade
the brighteft Character, but are never de-
ftru&ive of mutual Felicity, unlefs made {o
by an improper Refentment, or. an l-
judged Oppofition. . Reafon can never be
heard by Paflion ; the Offer of it tends only
to enflime the more ; when cooled in his
ufual Temper, if wrong, the Man of Un-
derftanding will fuggeft to himfelf all that .
could be urged againft him, the Man of good
Nature will, unupbraided, own an Error ;
Contradicion at the Time is, therefore,
wholly unferviceable, and highly impru-
dent ; an after Repetition, equally unnecef-
fary, and injudicious. Any Peculiarities in
the Temper or Behaviougs ought to be pro-
perly reprefented in the tendereft and moft
friendly Manner ; and, if done difcreetly,
will be generally well taken ; but if they
are fo habitual as not eafily to be altered,
ftrike not too often upon the unharmonious
String, rather let them pafs as unobferved ;

| {uch
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fuch a chearful Compliance will better ce-
ment your Union’; and they may be made
éafy to yéurfelf, by reflecting on the fuperior
good Qualities, by which thefe uifling
Faults are fo greatly overballanced. You
muft remember, my Dear, thefe Rules are
laid down only on the Suppofition of your
being united to a Perfon who poflefles the
three effential Qualifications for Happinefs
before mentioned ; in this Cafe, no farther
- Direction is neceflary, but that you firictly
perform 'the Duty of a Wife, viz. to love,
honour, and obey ; the two firlt are a Ti-
“bute {o 'indifpenfibly due to Merit, that it
muft natarally be paid by Inclination 5 thefe
lead to the'laft, which will not only be an
cafy, but 'a ‘pleafing Talk, fince nothing
ever can by him be enjoined, that is in it-
felf improper, and few Things will, that,
with any Reafon, can 'be to you difagree-
able. " Here fhould this Subject -end, were
~'it not ‘more than pofiible for you, after all
that has been urged, to be led by fome in-
ferior Motive, to the Neglect of the pri-
mary Caution; and either from an' Opinion
too haftily entertained, an unaccountable

| Par-
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Partiality, or the powerful Prevalence of -
Perfwafion, be unfertunately induced to
give your Hand, where a bad Heart, and
a morofe Temper, concealed by a well
practifed Diflimulation, may render every
flattering Hope of Happinefs abortive. Hea= *
ven in Mercy guard you from this fatal -
Error ! Such a Companion is the worft of
all temporal Ills, a deadly Portion, that
imbitters every focial Scene of Life, damps -
every rifing Joy, and banithes that chearful
Temper which alone can give a true Re- !
lith to the Bleffings of Mortality. Moft
fincerely do I pray this may never be your:
Lot! and hope your prudent Circumfpec-
tion will be {ufhcient to guard you from
the Danger : but the bare Poflibility of
{uch an Event, makes it not unneceffary
tolay down a few Rules, for the maintain-
ing fome Degree of Eafe, under the De-
privation of Happinefs. This is by far the
moft difhicult Part of my prefent Under=
taking ; it is bard to advife here, and fill
harder to practife the Advice : the Subject
alfo is too extenfive to be minutely treated
within the Compafs of a Letter, which muft
| con-
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confine me to-the moft material Points only 1
in thefe, fhall give you the beft Dire@ions
in 'my Power,  ardently, withing you may
never have Occafion to make ufe of them.
THaE being united to a Mun of Irreli-
gious Principles, makes it impoffible to dif-
charge a great Part of the proper Duty of
a Wife ; to name but one Inftance ; that of
Obedience will be rendered impra&icable,
by frequent Injunctions inconfiftent with;
and contrary to the higher Obligations of
Moral'i-ty. This: is . not .mere- Suppoﬁtion,
but {poke from Faéts I have often fecn, and
cam atteft. Where this: happens, the Reas
{fons for non-compliance ought to be of
fered in a plain, ftrong, good-natured Man«
ner:; thereis “at leaft ‘the Chance of Syc-
cefs from- being heard; but fhould thofe
Reafons be rejected, or the hearing of them
be refufed, and Silence, on the Subje& en-
joined, (which: is moft probable, few People
caring to hear what they know to- be right,
when determined: not to appear convinced
by-it)in ‘this obey, nor farther urge the
Argument, ‘but keep fleady to your Prin-
ciples, and neither by-Perfuafion or Threats
’ be
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be prevailed with to a& contrary to thém ;
all Commands repugnant to the Laws of
Chiriftianity, itis your indifpenfible Duty to
difobey ; all Requefts that are inconfiftent
with Prudence, incompatible with that Rank
and Charalter you ought to maintain in
Life, ’tis your Intereft to refufe; a Com-=-
pliance with the former would be Criminal,
a Confent to the latter highly Indifcreet,
and fubject you to general’ Cenfure; for a
Man capable of requiring from his Wife
what he knows to be in itfelf wrong, 1s
equally capable of throwing the whole
Blame of fuch Mifconduct on her, and
afterwards upbraiding her for a Behaviour
he will, upon the fame Principle, difown
his having been acceffary to. - Many fimilar
Inftances have come within the Compafs
of my own Obfervation. In Things of a
lefs material Nature, that are neither Cri.
minal in themfelves, nor pernicious in their
Confequences, always acquiefce, if infifted
on, however difagrecable they may be to
your own Temper and Inclination ; fuch a
Compliance will evidently prove that your .
Refufal in the other Cafe proceeds not from

a Spi-
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a Spirit of Contradiction, but merely from
a juft Regard to that {fuperior Duty which
£an never be infringed with Impunity : Pal-
fion may refent, but Reafon muft approve
this Conduct; and therefore, itis the moft
likely Method, in Time, to make a favour-
able Impreflion ; but failing there, you will
at leaft enjoy that fatisfactory Self-Appro-
bation, which 1is the inféparable Attendant
of a truly religious and rational Deport-

ment. |
Saourp the painful Tafk of dealing
with a morofe tyrannical Temper be aflign-
ed you, there is little more to be recom-
mended than a patient Submiffion to an
Evil which admits not of a Remedy. IlI
Nature is encreafed, Obftinacy confirmed
by Oppofition ; the lefs fuch a Temper 1s
contradicted, the more fupportable will 1t
be to thofe who are under its baneful In-
Auence. When all Endeavours to pleafe
are ineffe&ual, and a Man feems determined
to find Fault with every Thing, 4as if his
chief Pleafure confifted in tormenting thofe
about him, it requiresa more than common
Degree of Patience, and Refolution, to for-
bear



( 64)

bear uttering thofe Reproaches which fuch
a Behaviour may be juftly allowed to de-
ferve; yet it is abfolutely neceflary to the
maintaining any tolerable Degree of Eafe,
not only to reftrain all Expreffions of Re-
fentment, but even thofe difdainful Looks
which are apt to accompany a contemptu-
ous Silence, both equally tending to en-
creafe the Malady. This diaboljcal Delight
in giving Pain, is moft unwearied in the
Search of Matter for its Gratiﬁcabtion, and
can “either find, or " undccountably form it,
1 almott all the Occurrences of Life; but
when fuffered unobftru&ed unregarded to
run its malicious Courfe, will quickly vent
its blunted Arrows, and dieof Difappoint-
meant ; whilit all Endeavours to appeafe, all
Complaints of Unkindnefs, fharpens againft
yourfelf the Weapon’s Edge, and by prov-
ing your Senfibility of the Wound, gives
the withed Satisfaction to him who infliéts
it. Prudence here directs mote than ordi-
nary Circumf{pection ; that every. Part of
your Behaviour may be as blamelefs as pol=
fible, even to the ab{’caining from the leaft
Appearance of Evil; and after having?_td

' | the
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the utmoft of your Power, ftrove to merit
Approbation, exped not to meet with it ,
';by this Means you will efcape the Mortl-
"_ﬁcan@n of - being difappointed, which, of-
ten repeatcd is apt to give a gloomy Sour-
nefs to the ‘Temper incompatible with any
Degree of Contentment: you maft alfo
learn to be fatisfied with the Conftioufnefy
of acting Right, according to your beft Abi-
lities, and look with an unconcerned Indjf-
ference on the Reception every fuccefslefs
Attempt to pleafe may meet with.

Tai1s, it muft be owned, is a hard Le(-
fon of Philofophy ; it requires no lefs than
‘an abfolute Command over the Paffions ;
but let it be remembered, that fuch a Com.
mand, will itfelf moft amply recompence
every Difficulty, every Pain the obtaining
it may coft ; befides, ’tis, I believe, the only
Way to preferve any Tranquillity of Mind
under {o difagreeable a Conne&ion.

As the Want of Underftanding is by no
Art to be concealed, by no Addrefs to be
difguifed, it might be fuppofed impofible
for a Woman of Senfe to unite herfelf to
a Perfon whofe Defe@ in this Kind, muft

K render
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render that 8ort of rational Society, which-
conftitutes the chief Happinefs of fuch an -
Union, impoffible. Yet here how ‘often”
has the Weaknefs of Female * Judgment -
been confpicuous ! The Advantages of great”
Superiority -in Rank ‘or Fortune, has fres'
quently proved {a irrefiftible a Temptationé“
as in Opinion, to out - weigh not only
the Folly, but even the Vices of its Pof-
feffor; a grand Miftake! ever tacitly ace
k_nowlcdged by a fubfequent Repentancey "
when the expected Pleafures of - AfHuence,
Equipage, and all the glittering Pomp  of -
ufelefs Pageantry, are experimentally found:
infufficient to ballance the Deprivation 'of -
that conftant Satisfaction, refulting from the
focial Joy of ~converfing. with' a reafonable
Friend. Weak as this Motive ' muft be aet
knowledged, ’tis yet ‘more excufable than
one,- which,: it may be feared, has fome-
times prevailed ; [ mean, fo great a Love
of Sway, as to give the Preference to ' a
Perfon of weak Intelle®uals, 'in Hopes
thereby of holding uncontrouled the Relgns
of Government: the E ¥pectation 1s'in fac
ill-grounded ; ‘Obftinacy and Pride being

gCne-
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generally the Companions of Folly, the fils
lieft People are ufually the moft tenacious
of . their Opinions ; and confequently, the
hardeft of all others to be managed ; — but
admit the contrary ; this Principle is incit-
felf Bad, tends to invert the Order of Na-
ture, and countera@ the Defign of Provi-
dence.

'iA ‘Woman can never be feen in a more
ridiculous Light, than when fhe appears to
govern her Hutband ; if unfortunately, the
Superiority. of Underftanding is on her Side,
the apparent Confcioufnefs of that Superio-
nty betrays a Weaknefs that renders her
contemptible in the Sight of every confide-
rate Perfon, and may, very probably, fix
in,his Mind- a: Diflike never to be eradi-
cated.  Left it thould ever be to you ne-
ceflary, - remember, that in this Cafe fome
Jegree of Diflimulation is commendable,

Aofar as:to let the Defe@ feem unobferved.
When he judges wrong, never flatly contra-
di&, but lead him infenfibly into another
Opiﬁion, in fo difcreet.a Manner, that it
may {feem entirely. his own, and let the
whole Credit of every prudent Determina-

| G tion
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tion ret on Him, without indulging the
toolifh Vahity of claiming any Merit to
yourfelf 5 thus a Perfon of but an indiffe-
rent Czipacity, may be fo aflifted as,. in
many Inftances, to fhine with a borrowed
Luftre, fcarce diftinguifhable from the Na-
tive, and by Degrees be brought'intd a
Kind of mechanical Method of a&ing pro-
perly, in all the common Occurrences of
Life : odd as this Pofition may “feem, ’tis
founded in Fa&, and I have feen the Me-
thod fuccefsfully practiced "by more than
one Perfon; where a weak Mind, on the
governing Side, has been o prudently fet
off, asto appear the fole Direétor ; like the
Statue of the Delphic God, ‘which was
thought to give forth its own Oracles, whilft
the humble Prieft, who lent his Voice, was
by the Shrine concealed, nor fought a higher
Glory than a fuppofed Obedience to the
Power he would be thought to ferve.
L Frowm hence it may be inferred, that by
g perfect Propriety of Behaviour, Eafe and
Contentment, is, at leaft, attainable with a
Companion who has not the moft exalted
Underftanding; but then Virtue-and good
Nature
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Nature are prefuppofed, or there will be
nothing to work upon; a vicious, ill na.
tured Fool, being fo untractable and tor-
menting an Aflociate, that there needs only
to add Jealoufy tothe Compofition, to make
the Curfe compleat.

Tuis Paflion, once fuffered to get Foot-
ing - in the Heart, is hardly ever to be ex-
tirpated ; 'tis a conftant Source of Torment
to the Breaft that gives it Reception, and
an inexhauftible Fund of Vexation to the
Object of it: with a Perfon of this unfor-
tunate Difpofition, it is prudent to avoid the
Jeaft Appearance of Concealment; a Whil-
-per-in a mixed Company, a Meflage given
-in- a Jow Voice to a Servant, has, by the
Power of adifturbed Imagination, been mag-
. nified into a material Injury ; whatever has
the Airof Secrefy, raifes Terror in a Mind
- naturally - diftruftful ; a perfect unreferved
Opennefs, both in Converfation and Beha-
viour, ftarves the anxious Expectation of
Difcovery, and may very probably lead into
an habitual Confidence, the only Antidote
againft the Poifon of Sufpicion : it is eafier
to prevent, than to remove a received ill

1ta-
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Imprefiion, and confequently, much wifer t6
be fometimes deficient in little” Points of
Civility, which, however indifferent in thems
felves, may happen unaccountably to clath-
with the Eafe ofa Perfon, whofe Repofeitis
both your Duty and Intereft to promote —
much more commendable C’ontentcdly to
incur the Cenfure of 2 trifling Difpofition,
by a circumftantial, unafked Relation of in-
fignificant Incidents, than to give any Room
for apprehending the lcaft 'Degree of Re-
ferve. Such a conftant Method of Proceed-
ing, together with a reafonable Compliance,
is the moft likely to cure this painful Turn*
of Mind ; for by with-holding every Sup-
port that could give Strength to it, the
Want of Matter to feed on, may probably
in Time, caufe its Extin@ion : if, unhap-"
pily, it is fo conftitutional, fo interwoven with
the Soul, as to become, in a Manner, infepa-
rably united with it, nothing remains but
a patient Submiffion to the Will of Heaven,
under the Preflure of an unalterable Evil,—
to guard carefully againft the natural Confe-
quence of repeated undeferved Sufpicions, *
viZ. a groWing Indifference, that too fre-

- quently
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quently terminates in Averfion, and
by ?conﬁdcring fuch a Situation as a Trial of
Obedience and  Refignation, receive  the
Comfort that mutft arife from properly ex-
ercifing ome of the moft exalted of the
Chuf’clan Virtues. I cannot difmifs this
Sub)eé’c without addmg a particular Caution

to yourfelf concerning it
Jeavousy is, on feveral Accounts, fill
more inexcufable in a Woman ; there is
not any Thing that fo much expofes her to
Ridicukz, or fo much {ubjects her to the
Infult of affrontive Addreffes : it is an In-
let to almoft every pofiible Evil, the fatal
Source 'of  innumerable Indifcretions, the
fure Deftrution of her own Peace, and
frequently proves the Bane of her Hufband’s
Affe&ion. Give not a momentary Harbour
to its Shadow in your Heart ; fly from it as
from the Face of a Fiend, that would
lead your unwary Steps into a Gulph of un-
alterable Mifery. When once embarked in
the matrimonial V oyage, the fewer Faults
you difcover in your Partner, the better s
never fearch after what it will give you no
Pleafure to find ; never defire te hear what
you
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you will not like to be:told; therefore
avoid that Tribe of Impertinents who, either
from .a. malicious. Love of Difcord, or the
meaner, tho’ lefs criminal;, Motive of ingra-
tiating  themfelves by gratifying. the blame-
able - Curiofity . of others, . {fow , Diffention
wherever they gain Admittance, by telling
unwelcome Trﬁutljis,\ or, more frequently; by
infinuating invented Falhoods. injure. in-
nocent People, difturb démeftic-Unien, and
deftroy the Peace of Families. : ‘Treat thefe
Emiffaries of Satan with the/Contempt they
deferve ; hear not what they offer to com-
municate, but give them at ‘once to undet-
ftand, that you can never Jook on thofe as
your Friends who fpedk in a difadvantageous
Manner of that Perfon whom you would
always choofe to {ee -in the moft favourable
Light: if not effeCtually filenced by fuch
Rebukes, be inacceflible to their Vifits, and
break off all Acquaintance ‘with fuch “in-
gorrigible Pefts of Society, who  will' be
ever upon the Watch to feize an unguarded

Opportunity of difturbing your: Repofe.
Swourp the Companion of your: Life
be gnilty of fome fecret Indifcretions, run
not
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not the Hazard of being told by thefe ma-
- licious Medlers, what in Fact it is better
~ for you never to know ; but if fome un-
avoidable - Accident betrays an imprudent
Correfpondence, take it for a Mark of
Efteem, that he endeavours fo conceal from
you, what he knows you muft, upon a
Principle of Reafon and Religion, difap-
prove; and do not, by difcovering your
Acquaintance with it, take off the reftraint
which your fuppofed Ignorance lays him
under, and thereby, perhaps, give a Lati-
tude to undifguifed Irregularities. Be af-
fured (whatever accidental Sallies the Gaiety
of inconfiderate Youth may lead him into)
he can never be indifferent to you, whilft
he is careful to preferve your Peace, by
concealing ‘what he imagines might be an
Infringement of it: reft fatisfied, that Time
and Reafon will moft certainly get the bet-
ter of all Faults, which prceeed not from
a bad Heart, and that by maintaining the
firft Place in his Efteem, your Happinefs
will be built on too firm a Foundation to be
€afily fhaken, |

BT L " Twuave
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Inave been thus particular on the Choice
of an Hufband, and the material. Parts of-
Conduét in a married Life, as thereon de-
pends not only the temporal, but often the
eternal Felicity of thofe who enter into that
State ; a conftant Scene of Difagreement;:
ill Nature and Quarrels neceffarily unfitting,
the Mind for every religious and focial Du-~
ty, by keeping it in a Difpofition diamen
trically oppofite to that Chriftian Piety, that
practical Benevolence and rational Compo-
fure which alone can prepare. it for ever-
lafting Happinefs. : -

11\31 RUCTIONS on this Head, conﬁdc,r
ing your tender Age, may {eem premature,
and fhould have been deferred, ’till Occafion
called for them, had our Situation allowed
me frequent Opportunities of communicating
my Sentiments to you ; but that not being the
Cale, I choofe in this Epiftle, at once, to
offer you my beft Advice in every Circums
ftance of great Moment to your well Being
both here and hereafter, left, at a more pro-
per Seafon, it may not happen to be in my
Power. This Part you may defer the Con—
fideration of, ’till the Defign of ' entering in-

to
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to-a new Scene of Life may make it ufeful
to you'; which' I hope will not be yet fome
Years'; an unhappy Marriage being genec-
rally the Confequence of a too early anqgc-
ment, before Reafon has gained {ufficient
Strength to form a folid Judgment, on
which only a proper Choice’ can be deter-
mined.  Great is the Hazard of a Miftake,
and 'irretrievable the Effe@s of 'it! Many
are the Degrees between Happinefs and Mi-
fery - abfolute Mifery, T will venture to affirm,
1s to'be avoided by a proper Behaviour, even’
under all the complicated IIs of human Life;
but to arrive at that proper Behaviour, re-
quites the higheft Degree of Chriftian Phi-
lofophy ; and who would voluntarily put
them{elves upon a State of Trial, fo fevere,
that not one in a Thoufand have been found
able to come off victorious ? ‘Betwixt this
and poﬁtive Happinefs, there are innumer-
able Steps of cdmparative Evil ; each has
its feparate Confli, varioufly difficult, dif-
ferently painful, under all which a patient
fubmiffion, and a confcious Propriety  of
Behaviour, is the only attainable Good : far
fhort of poﬁible temporal Fehut}, is the

L % Eafe
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Eafe arifing- from hence ! reft not content":
with the Profpec of fuch Fafe, but fix on
a more eligible Point of View, by aiming -
at true Happinefs ; and, take my® Word,>
that can never be found in a married State, &
without the three effential Qualifications al~
ready mentioned, Virtue, good Nature, and”
good Senfe, in an Hufband ; remember, there~"
fore, my ‘dear Girl, this repeated Caution,
if you ever refolve on Marriage, never ‘to
give your Hand to a Man who wants eithet"
of them ; whatever other Advantages he
may be poffeiTed of, fo fhall you not only
efcape all thofe Vexations, which Thou-
fands of unthinking Mortals hourly repent
the having brought upon themfelves, but-
moft affuredly, if it is not your own Fault,-
enjoy that uninterrupted domeftic Harmony,
in the affeétionate Society of a virtuous’
Companion, that conftitutes the higheft Sa--
tisfa&tion of human Life. Such an Union,
founded on Reafon and Religion, cemented
by mutual Efteem and Tendernefs, 15 a:
Kind of faint Emblem (if the Com'pafifon
may be allowed) of the promifed Reward:
@f Virtue in a future State ; and, moft cef-
gaml
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tainly, an excellent Preparative for it, by
keeping the Mind in-a conftant Equanimity,
a segular  Compofure, that naturally leads
to the proper difcharge of 2all the religious
and focial Duties of Life; the unerring
Road to everlafting Peace. ‘The fitft kave
been already {poken to ; it remains only to

mention fome few of the latter..
AmoncsT thefe Ogconomy. may,. per-
haps,. be thought improperly placed, yet as
many of the Duties we owe to Society are
often.rendered impracticable by the Want
0:{".¢:,._;:.’berc is not fo much Impropriety in
rankio T i r this Head, as may at firft
b¢1»1-'i?<:}346151«.; ‘:l};‘ Inftance ; .2 Man Who
liyes at-an; Expence beyond  what . his In+
come - will- fuppost, lays himfelf under a
Negeffity of being. unjuft, by with-holding
from his Creditors what they have a Right
to.demand from him, as their due, by all
Laws both Human and Divine ; and there-
by often entails Ruin on an innocent Fa-
mily, who, but for the Lofs fuftained by
his Extravagance, might have comfortably
{ubfifted on the Profits of their Induftry ;
he likewife puts it out of his own Power
to
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to give that Relief to the Indigent which
by the Laws of Humanity, they have a
Right to expec ; the Goods ‘of Fortune
being given, (as a great Divine excellently
obferves) for the Ufe and Support -of others;
as well as the Perfon on'whom they are
beftowed. - Thefe are. {urely great Breaches
of that Duty we owe to our Fellow-Creax
tures, and. are the fubfequent 'Effe@s pro-
duced by the Want of Oeconomy. 11

You will find it a very good Methed;
fo to regulate your ftated Expences, "as to
bring them always one fourth: Part within:
your certain ‘annual Income ; by this Means
you will avoid being at any Time diftrefied
by unforefeen Accidents, -and have: it more
eafily in your Power materially to relieve
thofe who deferve Affiftance. = The giving
trifling “Sums, indifcriminately to fuch as
appear neceflitous, is {o far from being
commendable, that’tis a real Injury 'to SoL
ciety ; an Encouragement to Idlenefs, and
helps to fill the Strets with lazy Beggars,
that live upon mufapplied Bounty, to the
Prejudice of the induftrious Poor, who are
Bfeful Members of the Common-Wealth

and
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and on whom fuch Benefattions might be
{erviceably beftowed : be very fparing in
this Kind of Donations; they are an infig-
nificant Relief to the Receivers, {uppofing
them really in Want, and, frequently re-
peated, amount to a confiderable Sum in
the Years Account. ‘The proper Objects
of Charity are, ‘thofe who by ‘unavoidable
Misfortunes have fallen from ‘affluent Cir-
cumftances into a State of Poverty and Dif-
trefs 5 -thofe alfo, who by unexpe&ted Dif-
appointments, in Trade, are on the Point
of being reduced to an Impoffibility of car-
rying on that Bufinefs, on which their pre-
fent -Subfiftence, and future Profpects in
Life depend,  from the Incapacity of raifing
an immediate: Sum to furmount the Dif-
ficulty ; and thofe who by their utmoft
Induftry can hardly {upport their Families
above the Miferies of Want; or who by
Age or Illnefs are rendered incapable of
Labour. Appropriate a certain Part of your
Income to the Relief of thefe real Diftrefles.
Tothe firft, give as largely as your Circum-
ftances will allow. To the fecond (after the
Example of an excellent Prelate of our own

Church)
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Church) lend, if it is in your Power, 2
fufficient Sum to prevent the threatened
Ruin, on Condition of being repaid the
Loan, without Intereft, if Providence en-
ables them, by future Succefs, to do it with
Convenience.  The fame Method may be
ufed where Indigence renders Induftry un-
available, by depriving it of the Means to
lay in a fmall original Stock, to be imprOvé’d
upon. Never take a Note of Hand, or any
Acknowledgment of fuch Loan, left w'hat
you intended for a Bencfit, fhould be aftcr—-
wards made the Inftrument of Ruin to the
Recewer, by a different Difpofition in your
Succeffor.  Such Affiftance ought not to be
given to any, without a thordugh know-
ledge of their Character, and having good
Reafon to believe them not only indufirious,
but ftrictly honeft; which will be a fuffi-
cient Obligation on them for the Repay-
ment : and the Sums o repaid ought to be
laid by, ’till an Opportumty again_ offers of
making them, in like manner fervxceable
to others. © The latter Sort who are able to
work, may, by a fmall Addition to the
Profits of their cwn Labour be refcued

from
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from Mifery, and put into a comfortable
Way of Subfiftence. Thofe who by Age
or Inﬁrrmty are rendered utterly incapable
of fupportmg themfelves, have an undoubt-
c_d.nght not only to the Neceflaries, but
éven fo fome of the Conveniencies of ife,
from all whom Providence has placed in the
more happy Statc of AfHuence and Inde-

pendcncc
As your Fortune and Situation are  yet

undetermined, I have purpofely laid down -
fuch'Rules as may be adapted to every Sta--
tion. ' ‘A large Fortune gives greater Op-
portunity of doing Good, and communicat-
ing Happinefs in a more extenfive Degree,
but a fmall one 1s no Excufe for with-hold-
ing a proportlonate Relief to real and de~
ferving Objelts of Compaflion ; to affift
~ them is an indifpenfible Duty of Chriftia-
nity. The ficft and great Commandment
is to love Gad with all your Heart ; the
Second, to love your Neighbour as your-
{elf.  Whofo feeth his Brother in Need, and
Jhutteth up bis Bowels of Compaffion, how
dwelleth the Love of God in bim 2 — Or how
the Love of his Neighbour ?" If deficient in

| M thefe
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thefe primary Duties, vain are the Hopes of
Acceptance, built on a partial Obediénc@ to
the lefler Branches of the Law ! Inability isy'
often pleaded as ant Excufe for the Want of
Charity, by Perfons who make no Scruple
of daily lavithing on their Pleafures, what,
better applied, might have made an in‘digehé
Family happy through Life : thefe loofe
Sight of real Felicity, by the miftaken Pur-
{uit of its Shadow : fuch Pleafures die in
the Enjoyment, are often fucceeded by Re-
morfe, and always by Satiety ; whereas the
true Joy, the {weet Comhiplacency, refulting
from benevolent Actions, encreafes by Re«
fle@tion, and mauft- be immortal as the
Soul. So éxadlly, fo kindly, is our Duty
made to coincide with our prefentl as well
as future Intereft; that inéomparablymore
Satisfaction will acerue to a confiderats
Mind, from denying itfelf even fome of
the Agreeables of Life, in order the more
effectually to relieve the Unfortunate, than
a foll Indulgence of every temporal Gratifi-

cation could beftow. ' |
Howxzver {mall your Income may be,
remember that a Part' of it is due to Merit
in
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i Diftrefs ; fet by an annual Sum for this
Purpofe, even though it thould oblige you
to abate fome unneceflary Expence to raife.
the Fund: by this Method Perfons ‘of flen-
der Fortune have been enabled to do much
Good and give Happines to many. If
your Fund will not admit of frcouent
Draughts apon it, ‘be the more circum{pect
with regard to the Merit of thofe you re-
lieve, that Bounties not in your Power to
repeat often, may not be mifapplied : but if
Providence, by “a - more ample Fortune,
{hould blefs you with a larger Ability of
bemg ferviceable to your Fellow=Creatures,
prove yourfelf worthy of the Truft repofed
in you, by making a proper Ufe of it.
Wide as your Inﬁuence can extend, turn
the Cry of Diftrefs and Danger into the
'Song of Joy and Safety, Feed the Hungry,
eloath the Naked, comfort the Afflicted,
give ‘Medicine to the Sick, and with it, all
the Alleviation their unfortunate Circume
ftances can admit of >~ Thus may you truly
make a Friend of ‘the unrighteous Mam-
~imon, thus turn the perithable Goods of

Fortune info everlafting Blefli ings. +— Upon
M 2 Eafth
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Earth you will partake that- Hdppmefs “you
impart to others, and lay up for yourfelff
Treafures in Heaven, awhere neither ]Wotb “nor
Ruft can corrupt, nor T/ﬂzwes erea?é z‘/.»raugb
and fleal. _
. A Person who has once expertenced
the Advantages of right Attion, will be
led by the Motive of prefent Self-Intereft,
as well as future Expectation, to the Con-
tinwancelofiit. . .1 hete is,;n0. IBjuntomZof
Chriftianity, that a fincere Chriftian will
nct by Obedlence find 1s fo calculated as to
be dire¢tly, in fome Meafure, its own Re-

ward.

THe: Forgivenefs of Injuries’ (to which
alone 1s annexed the Promife of Pardon for
our own Oﬂlnces and zequlred by the Gof-
pel, not only fo far .as to forbear all Kinds
of Retaliation, but alfo torender you equally
difpofed to derve, with your utmoft Power,
thofe Perfons who have wilfully injured you, -
as if no fuch Injury had been received from
them) has by fome been accounted a- hard
Precept 5 yet the Difficulty of 1 it arifes mere-
ly from, and. 1s pro orticnable to, the-Bad-
‘nefs of the Heat by which it is {o efteemed :

a good
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-a good: Difpofition finds a fuperlative Plea-
furé in returning Good for Evil ; and by an
‘inexpreflible Satisfa@ion of Mind, in {o do-
mg, feels the prefent Reward of Obedi-
ence ; whereas a Spirit of Revenge is n-
‘compatible with Happinefs, an implacable
,Temper being a conftant Torment to its Pof-
feflor ; and the Man who returns an In-
jmry, feels more real Mifery from the Ran-
.cour of his own Heart, than it is in his

«Power;to inflict upon another.
.  Smourp a Friend wound you in the
,moft tender Part, by betraying a Confidence
repofed Prudence forbids the expofing
- yourfelf to a fecond Deception, by placing
any  future Truft in fuch a Perfon; but
_.though here all Obligations of Intimacy
ceafe, thofe of Benevolence and Humanity
remain fill in full Force, and are equally
binding, as to every A& of Service and
_Affiftance, even to the fuffering a leffer
roBvil yourfelf in order to procure a much
io greater Good, to the Perfon by whom you
,.-have been thus ill,ufed : this is in general
.allowed to be the Duty of every Individual
/70 fdl, as a Member of Saciety ; but is par-
- ticularly
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ticularly inftanced in the prefent : Cafe; t5
fhew, ‘that not even a Breach”of Friend.
thip, the. higheft of all Provoéations, will
cancel the '‘Duty, at all Times equally and
‘unalterably. Obligatory, of promoting both
the Temporal and Eternal Happinefs of @l
your Fellow-Creatures, by every ‘Method
-in your Power. . oo bAGLE AT in
+ Ir-hasibeen by many thought imperti-
‘nent.atiany Time .to offer unafkied Advice: 5
the Reafon of which may be chiefly owing:
to its being too frequently tendered with 2
fupercilious Air, that implies 2 conceited
Condcioufnefs of fuperior Witdom : “tis the
Manner, therefore, more than ‘the Thing
itfelf, ‘that gives Difputt. ALY
Iz thofe with whom you  have any De-
gree of Intitacy, ate guilty ‘of what to you
-appears- -either wrong or indifereet, fpeal
your Opinion to them with Freedom, tho'
you fhould even Jofe a Friend by fo do-
ing: Silence makes you, in fome Meafure,
an Acceflary to the Fanlt ; but ha&iing thus
once ' difcharged your Duty, reft there s
they are to judge for themfelves ; to répeat
fuch-Admonitions, is  both ufelels and jny-
' pertinent j
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Pﬁrtmcnt and will be thought to. proceed.
rather from Pride than good Nature : to
the Perfons concerned only, are ;you: to
fpg:ak _your. Difapprobation of their Con~.
duct ; when cenfured by others, fay- all that
Truth or Probability will permit.in their

Juﬁxﬁcatxon W
It often happens, that, upon an acci-
d,enta} Quarrel between Friends, they fe~
parately appeal to a third Perfon: in fuch
Cafe, alternately take the oppofite Side ;.
alledging every Argument in Favour of the
abfent Party, and placing the Miftakes of
the Complainer in the ftrongeft Light ; this
Method may probably at firft difpleafe, but
is always Right, as the moft likely to pro-
cure a Reconciliation : if that takes place,
each, equally obliged, will thankfully ap-
prove your Condudt ; "lf not, you will have
the Satisfaction of, at leaft, endeavouring"
to be the Reftorer of Peace. A contrary
Behaviour, which gencmlly proceeds from
the mean' Defire of plcaﬁng,_ by E lattery,
at the Expence of Truth; often widens a
trifling Breach, into open and  irteconcilable
Enmity : Peoplé of this. Difpofition are the
'  worft
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worft Sort of Incen diarieé; the grcatcf’c'Plaguc
of Human Society, becaufe the moft dif-
ficult to be guarded againft, from their al-
ways wearing the fpecious Difguife of pre-
tended Approbation and Friendfhip to the
prefent, and equally deceitful Refentment
againft the abfent Perfon or Company.
~ To enumerate all the focial Duties would
lead me too far; fuffice it, therefore, my
dear, in few Words to {um ‘up what re-
mains. Let Truth ever dwell upén your
Tongue ; fcorn to flatter any, and defpife
the Perfon who would practice fo bafe an
Art upon yourfelf. Be honeftly open in
every Part of your Behaviour and Conver-
fation.  All with whom you have any In-
tercourfe, even down to the meaneft Sta-
tion, have a Right to Civility and good
Humour from you. A Superiority of Rank
or Fortune 1s no Licence for a proud {uper-
cilious Behaviour ; the Difadvantages of a
dependent State are alone fufficient to la-
bour under, ’tis both unjuft and cruel to
encreafe them, either by an haughty De-
poftment, or by the unwarrantable exercife
of a capricious Temper.

Exa-
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Ex AMINE every Part of your Conduct
towards. others- by the unerring Rule, of
fuppofing a Change of Places ; this will
eertainly lead to an impartal Judgment ;
do then what ‘»appears to you rig—h‘t; or in
other Words, what you would they thould
do unto you ; “which' comprehends every
Daty relative to: Society. :

. Alrm at PerfeGtion, . or you 'will never
reach, to an ‘at‘tainabic Height of Virtue. Be
Rléligious without Hypocrify; Pious without
Enthufiafm. Endeavour to merit the Fa-
vour .of ‘G oD, by a:fihcere and uniform
Obedience to whatever you know, or be-
hieve, to be his Will: " and fhould affli¢tive
Evils be,permitted to cloud the fun-thine
of your brighteft Days, receive them with
Subfniﬁ}on'; fatisfied that a Being, equally
wife, omnifcient; and beneficent, at once
fees, and intends the Good of his whole
Creation ;- and that every General or Par-
ticular Difpenfation of his Providence to-

wards the rational Part of it; is {o calculated
as to be productive of ultimate Happinefs,
which nothing but the Misbehaviou of Indi-
o ' vidualy
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viduals can prevent to themielves. - This
Truth is furely an unanfwerable Argument
for abfolute Refignation to the Will of
Gop ; andf{uch a Refignation, foanded up~
on Reafon and Choice; not: enforced by,
Neceflity, 1s unalterable ;Peace of "Mind,
fixed on too firm a Bafis to be fhaken by
Adverfity : Pain, Paverty, Ingratitude, Ca-
lumny, and even the Lofs of thofe we hold
moft dear, may each tranfiently affe@, but
united cannot mortally wound it. Upon this.
Principle ‘you will find it poffible not only
to be content, but chearful under all the dif-
agreeable Circumftances this State of Proba-
tion is liable to; and by making a propet:
Ule of them, effeually remove the Garb
of Terror from the laft of all temporal
Evils, and learn with grateful Pleafure, to
meet approaching Death as the kind Re~
mover of every painful Senfation; the
friendly Guide to perfet and cverl.af’tmg
Happinefs.

BeLizve me this is not mere Theory ; my
own Experience every' Moment proves the.
Fact undeniably true ; my Conduct: (in all

' thole
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thofe Relations which Il with me fubfift,
nearly as human Imperfe&ion will allow) is
governed by the Rules herelaid down foryou;
which produces the conftant rational Com-
pofure, that conflitutes the moft perfe& Fe-
licity of human Life ; and with Truth I can
aver, that I daily feel incomparably more
real Satisfaction, more true Contentment in
my prefent Retirement, than the gayeft
Scenes of Feftive Mirth ever afforded me ;
am pleafed with this Life, without an anxious
Thought for the Continuance of it, and
happy in the Hope, of hereafter cxchanging
it for an infinitely better. My Soul, un-
ftained by the Crimes unjuftly imputed to
me, moft fincerely forgives the malicious
Authors of thefe Imputations, anticipates
the future Pleafure of an open Acquittal,
and in that Epe&ation loofes the Pain of
prefent undeferved Cenfure : by this is meant
the Inftance that was made the fuppofed
Foundation for the laft of innumerable In.
juries received through him from whom I
am concious of having deferved the kindeft
Treatment : other Faults, no Doubt, 1

N 2 might



{92 )

might have many, to him had very few;
nay, “for fucral Years cannot, upon Reflec-
tion, ¢ ccuu, myfelf of any Thing, but ton
abfoluxe_, too unreferved an Obedience to
every Injunction, even where they were
plainly contrary to the Diftates of my own

2eafon. — How wrong fach a Complmnce
wa.s clearly evinced by many Inftances of it,
]“a.vmfT been fince moﬁ L‘ﬂUt.HCI'OUﬂ}, and
mo“c ungratefully urged as c1rcumﬁ ntml
Armxments °'ramﬁ myfelf.

It muft mdced be owned that for the
two or three laft Y ears, tued with a long
(§€lles ot 1ewﬂtcd Infults of a Nature al-
mof’c bayo'ﬂ the Powcn of Imagination. to
conceive, my Tunpcr bc came foured ;
er,on{’mnt fruitlefs E ndeavonr to oblige, was
(hanoed int6 an abfolute Inditference 1bout
it ; and 1l rIumoux, occ.lhom.d by frequent
DI{'IPI!OL)“?[]LDL (a Confcquence I havc
experimentally warned you 102111111\ was,
pcrhaws J()lll(,thl]k.b too nuch mc’nu lged ;
how far t u, uneqy nalled Provomtmm may
be allow\,d 07 Rl EXCLI{ for this,- Heaven
Only mu l‘l determine, w,ud:e Goodnefs has

thonght
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thought fit to releafe me from the painful
Situation, though by a Method, at prefent,
not the mott eligible, as it is the Caufe of a
Separation -from my Children allo, and
thereby has put it out of my Power to at-
tend in the Manner I could have withed, to
their Education; a Duaty that Inclination
would have led me with equal Care and
Fleafure, more amply to fulfil, had they
‘tontinued under my Jurifdi¢tion. — But as
Providence has thought fit otherways to de-
fermine, contented I fubmit to every Dif-
penfation, convinced -that all Things are
ordered for the beft, and will, in the End,
work together for Good to them that fear
Gop, and fincerely endeavour to keep his
Commandments. If in thefe I err, am cer-
tain it is owipg to a Miftake in the Judg-
ment, not a Defect of the Will.

Tuus have T endeavoured, my dear
Girl, in fome Meafure, to compenfate
both to you and your Sifters, the Depriva-
tion of a conftant maternal Care, by ad-
vifing you, according to my beft Ability,
in the moft material Parts of your Condué

thrcugh
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through Life, as particularly as the Com.:
pafs of a Letter would allow. May thefe
few Inftructions be as ferviceable to you, as
my Wifhes would make them! and may
that  Almighty Being, to whom my daily
Prayers afcend for your Prefervation, granté
you his heavenly Benediction, “keep 'you
from all moral Evil, lead you into the Paths
of Righteonfnefs and Peace; and give us
all an happy Meeting in thofe Regions of
unalterable Felicity, prepared for thofe, awbe
by patient Continuance in well-daf;zg, Jeek after
Glory and Immortality.

SnevrLp any of you, when at Liberty
to follow your own Inclinations, choofe to
write to me, a Direftion to be left at Mr.
Clutterbuck’s, "Attorney at Law, at the
Bath, will always {afely convey a Letter to
my Hand.

So many have been the Inflances of Falf
hood and Deceit I have met with, where
they were leaft expected, that it may juftify a
Precaution againft my Name being hercafter
made Ufe of, without my Knowledge
efpectally 2s my Promife of a future Letter

| may
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may ldy a Foundation for fuch an Attempt.
That future ‘Lettér muft contain the Rela-
tion of ‘many Events, which, for the Sake
of the Perfons concerned in thetm, I could
with (my Heart being really void of all
angry Refentment) there was no Neceflity
of making Public: if ‘therefore I can find a
certain Means of .conveying the Narradive to
your Brothers, Sifters, and yourfclf only,
when you are all arrived at a proper Age to
receive and underftand it, that Method will
be preferred;. if nof, xmuift again have Re-
courfe to this Channel : fhould I, before
that intended Period, be removed from this
State of Exiftence; fo neceflary does it ap-
pear to me to undeceive the Minds of my
Chiidren, and juflify to them, who are
{o nearly concerned, my injured Chara&er
that the Manufcript is depofited in the
Hands of a ngend, on whom I can fafely
depend for the Publication, at the Time
prefixed ; and who has allo fome original
Letters, together with an Order from me,
which will be fatisfa&ory Vouchers of it
being wrote by myfelf : this Precaution will

effectually
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effectually fecure you from the Pdfﬁbili%y of
being impofed upon, by any pretende‘d
pofthumous Letter of mine ; and, whilft I
live, {hall wrize. my Name to whatever is
by me dddrefled to any of you.

DepeND upon it; therefore, my Dear;
moft certainly, that I:am not the Au=
thor of any Epiftle, which bears not the
MANUAL S1GN of, ,

Your affe@ionate Mother;:

j érb N ur&g .%/z























