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Al{'l'IFI~IAL flEI\SIFY, _ ~CJ, 
QR; TH{l 

SCHOOL~B.OY·s 

Recreation, 
~ 

A New WAY to make 

L A T I N V E R S B S., 
WHEREBY 

Any one of ordinary Capacity; 
that only knows the A.B.C.and can Coant SJ. 

(though he underftands not one word of La-_ 

tin,orwhat aVerfe meansJmaybe plainly 
tac1gkt, ( and in as fittle a time as this 

is Reading over.,) how to make 
Hundreds oE Hexameter Ver[es, 

· · which fuall beTrueLaein,Truc 
Verfe, and good Senfe. 

Arithmeticce ignarm hir; £ngredia1 ur. 

Never before Fubliih'd. 

lON~ON, Printed for 1o1m sim, at the Ki11g1 H.ea~, ~? 
· ~- - cornhi~

1 
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/rttftcial Per(tjying. Or. The 
Schoo/,, :f3Qy's ~ecreation, 

REAT is the Force of Num-:J 
j 

hers in the Difcovery of N4-· 
tures Secret; ; the R eafon o( 

~,...._.... Numhers (if we dare Credit So­
l~on, if) Wif d. I 1. 20.) was one of the 
chief elt: Rules accordmg co which G,d 
frarn· d the r¥orld, fo that to fee light by 
the power of N"mhers, is to undervalue the 
Wi{dome of the great Creat9r, who made 
ure of them, as the Prime lnft,uments, by 
which he Medulated the whole Creation: 
All the pleaf ure and fatisfacl:ion we can 
receive from Natural SpeculAtions, is buc 
dull and in-fipid, in comparifon to the 
franfporting·complacencies, which from 
' · B z · thencf 



'i Artifcial Yerflfying: 
.thence may be extrad:ed by this ftsnd of 
]Harmony, as is much better known unto 
every m:an, by how much the more he js 
exercifed in thtfe Opertitions; 

,. · There hath been mnc;h ~ time and dili ... 
gence bell:owed by· induftrious and learn­
red Men of Communicat_ivt Spirits, of For­
-mer .dges,and of late years.,to Reduce their 
LA.rilhmetical Theories into Prallice, to Fit 
4heir Co11clufions to inftrumental Work, (or 
:the benefit of. i!litera_te 4rtift.cers: And 
fo fucc&(-sfql haye their erideavors proved, 
"lhat thereby comf(Jod~~NS A4v4ntages have 
\'3ccrued to Perforis ~f. diverfe- F afulties; 
;Who though they have, ~een altogether 
ignorant of Arithmetic~, -~nd of ttll Lite­
cyature, y~t qy the-benefit of Inf/rs.mental 
-Operatiqn, they have been c~pa~icated ro 
perfern~ fuchconclufi~ns as their ~~fpe6tive 
iFacult.ie~,-required, t~oagh ·thereof- they 
nave not be~n able to giye a better -Re11, • 
Jon, th:!n, That ~tis, {o, hec11,u(e it isfo. 

Now leaft the Common Fidler, (whq; 
though ... ignoran~ ~~ Muflcal Pr,portions, 

can 



.! ~ 

. Artipcial Verfi/yingJ ; 

i:an notwithfiaoding Play Tuneahly on his 

In{lrNm~nt.) And left the Carpenter, Gla­

fier, or Brick l~yer, _ (who, though not at: 

all Vers,d in Arithmetic/z, can by his Rrt!e 

know tre Content of his Work.,) {hould 

boaff of their Aavantttg~s and ,Triumph o­

ver ,.the l,atini! . anq , the Poet, I hav 

thought Fie to Publifh this following Jn•, 

~tf.!(ion~- to fiop .the career of their Me--, 

,hanica.l ojlen_t;itiof.J~ . ,•! . :_ • - . 

: For .. by.~-he fol.lowing T ahles, any one of 

the mean.efl ~apaciry, . tQat only -knows 

~he A. I}. C ... and:• can, C(?Unt 9,: C-though 

he underfian-ds pot o.ne word of. Latin, . or 

wh:it a Per(e is) m~y-;-be._. imµ1ediately; 

T4tt .. ~ht how to , C.ompof~ ·Hsndr-et(s qf., 

Hexameter Vtrfo·, which iliall be Tn1e Lao 

tin~ True 1re,fe2 aod Good Senfe~ _--' 
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~rtipcial verftfying: ~ 

'Ihe Vfe of the r Jl.BLES;,· 
tind· Manner of Oper,tion. 

I! you are to know; that every 
· Verf e which you :ire to make 
· . by thefa7'ables, will be an Hex-

4meter rerfe, ( fo called_, becaufe rhofe 
kind of Vtrfes coofifl: of Six Peet, nei­
ther more, nor lefs,) and will be made up 
of juft Six LA tin Wor as. 

II. You are to Note, that every one, of 
thofe fix Words, are orderly to be produ­
ced out of che fix Tibles refpectively,'Viz. 
the firflW,rd of the Verfe is co be wrought 
out of the Fir.ft Table, the Second w·ord of 
the Yerfe is to be produced out of the Se• 
condT llhle, the Third w,rdis to :irife. out 
of the Third T,ble) :ind fo the Fourth, 
Fifth and La{l Words of the Verfe, are co -
be wrought out of the Fourth, Fifth and 
Sixth T ah/es ref peel ivel y. .. 
/• -- --- • ·--- •t- ., - --

llt You 



g A:,.ti(ici11/ Verp fying ~ 
. III. Yori are t0 ~nderfi:and, that when-

. e~er you £hall ~e minded ro make a Yerfe 
by thefe Tables, y9u m~ufl: .fet_ down on a 
piece of Paper any Six of ~he N,ine Fi­
gures, called Digits, viz. 1 .. 2.3,4,5,6,7~ 
8.9. , . , I' , , , 

, But he that cannot write or reade, may 
'· conce_iv.e any Six of them in his Minde ; 

and fince he may be taught _the ,lJCe of 
t,hef e rt ab lei, either hy Word of Mouth, or 
!Jy Hearing thefe Dire[/ionsread,_ the _thing. 
to him ~ill be the fame, thoroughouc the, 
whole Operation, as to him that can write 
and re3de ~ . • . -- ,, 
. IV_. Six of an'y of thofe Nine Figures_ 

being,fetdown on a Piec~of Paper, are as 
fo man·y ref p~lhve Keye, to the Six Tahles:_ 
Thejirft J:igure ~owards the left H~nd, is -
always t~ be ~pplied to the firfl Table,and· 
is the Proper I<e1 _to t_h42t Table; .- l;he fa· . 
. cond FigureJ (always _reckoning their pla­
ces ord·erly cowards the right Hand) is to 
be always approp'riate½o ,ihe fecond 
Table ; The Third Figure, in order, is as 

ihe 



Artific~dl YerJi/ying. j 
the proper J( ey co the Third Ta6!e: and 
fo every one of the Six Figures are or­
derly to be applied to their ref pective 
T ahles, fo that the frfl Figure out of the 
firfl Tahle produces the prfl Word of 
the Verfe; the feco»d Figure by the fe-_ 
tond Ta/;le, works out the fecend wend of 
the Verfe; and fo the Six Figures do pro­
duce the fix words of the Verfe ouc of 
their refpective T:ibles. 
. V. When you have Pitched upon any 

fix Figures to make your Sci of, and puc· 
them down on Paper, the way to work 
them out fo, that every of the _fix Figures 
may produce its ref peltive Latin word 
out of its proper Table, ( to which by irs 
place ·or order it apperuins)I fay ,the li ule· 
for Operationisthis, 'tliz; With the Fi­
gure that belongs to its proper Table:> you' 
muft Number on with theCoiumns of the 
faid Table, till you come to 9 in coun i 
upon the Columns, (reckoning the firff 
Column of the Table always one more 
then the Figure,) at w-hich Ninth Column 

you 
, -



1e ~rti(ici4i rerfif,11,g: , 
Y'?u are alway~ to ma_ke a Stop, (for in the 
whole Opera~1on you are. nev~r co count 
pafi 9) a~d diligently ma,tk ;pe Letter. 
yon iliaU fin9e therein, ai;id write it down. 
on a Piece of Paper, ( ~':1 hich , is. to be the. 
ftrfl Letter ~f_. your Lat_in word,) and as 
dilige~tly yqli are to obferve the Column,

1 

whereiQ yon fouo9 th~t L.etter, ("'.hich, if 
y,ori mifl:~ke; your _whole Operation for 
thAt word will be frufhated,) . from. ~hich 
Column, count the fucceeding Columns till 
you come to the Ninth, and mark well 
thlt Nirit~ Column; and ~he Letter io it, 
which you mufl: put d~wn on the Pap~r 
to the other Letter, ;ind fo counting fo~­
ward ro the Ninth Column, fee what Let­
ter is thereirJ, and add it to the other on 
the Paper,. a~d fo do till the Word is 
wroaght out by th4t Table, which that 
you may kno\.v, it is f o contrived, that : 
whtn the Word is ended, . the la(I Count of 
9 wiH fall upon :i Blttnk•C()/umn. . . 

But fioce the Vfe of the Ta6/(s' will be 
more clea-r by E·ximple, I !hall fo cle~rly 

anct· 



Artificial Perpf,ing: ·1¥ 

and tvidendy declare their ufe by this Set of 
Figures (467182) working every FigMre 
thorough its proper 1'11,~le, that it iliall be 
apprehended by t~~ mean,ft (:apacicy. 

Ex~mple, 467 I 8 2. 

The 'fir.fl Figttre towards the lefe, Hand 
being (4) belongs to the firll: Table, and 
therefdre I lhall call the fir{l Column of 
that Table 5, the (econd Column 6, the 
thira Column 7, the {0urt~ Column 3, 
and the nixt Column 9, at which I flop,· 
and obfer~ing the Letter that is in tha·t 
Co!umn, which is (t ), I fet it down on a 
Piece of Paper : and becaufe it is to be 
the fir(I Letter of the fir{! word of the 
·verfe, I put it down at tht beginning of a 
Line, ancd with a great Letter thus, 
I I 2 ~ 4 5 6 
Triflia f,ta tihi producunt Sider a prav,: 
· rf hen the next Column, wherein I 
found thac_,,t, I reckon 1, the next Column .. 
to that 2,, the next 3, and f~ I count the 
·. · · · c 0!11mns 



1 i Artifcial Verfifying: 
i;otttmns on in order, till I come to tl1e 
Ninth Column from the faid .t, wherein 
1inding t"he Letter (r) I put it down next 
-to t as above; then well marking the 
column in which I f0und that r, I from 
thenc·e count on· (as I did from t) orderly 
to the--ninth Column, and therein finding 
theLe;_ccer (i)I add that to r as above:from 
ibis, i, I reckon till I come to the ninth 
column, wherein J finde the Letter · (s ), 
which putting· down to i, as a~ove, I go 
on to count from this s., to the ninth co-­
!amn~ and therein finding the Letter (t), I 
add it cos, as y~u fee above; I proceed 
to reckon the ninth column from this ~, 
~nd therein finding the Letter (i ), I put it 
d~wn riext to t, as above: then to the 
Dlllth Column from this i, I the rein finde 
the Letter (a), which putting down next 
to i, I proceed co count on to the ninth 
Column from 4--Jbut thet'ein finding·a ']Jlank, 
I thereby know that the whole word 'is 
wrought oat, and there are to be no m0re 
Letters in thefir(f word of the Verfe, then 
tho[e above, viz. Trifli.1,. To 



Artificia~ Verfi{ying. I j 
To work out the fecond wcrd of the Yerfe by the fecond Figure in order, which is(6), I apply it to the fecond Table, and call the firft column thereof 7, the fecond column in order 8, and nexc 9, at which J fiop, and finding therein the Letter (f), I pat it down on the paper in the fame Line with Triflia .at a convenient difiance, 1 1becaufe it is to begin another word, ar:id beginning from ~he column in which I found /'J to count the Columns till I come to the ninth, I finde therein the letter (a), and putting it down to(, as above; from this a I reckon till J come to the ninth Celsmn, 1 therein meeting with the Let•. ter (t),ind putting it down to a as before, 1 from thence count to the ninth column., and finding therein the Letter (a), I adde it tot, as you fe@ before, and proceed to reckon on to the ninth Column from ihence, wherein finding a Blan/zJ 1 there• ~y do know, that the Word is compofed, ;ind that there is to be no more Letters in the fcc~nd word of the Verfe then) fata. . To 



·14 ArtipcJal rerfifying: 
10 work out the third Word of the Yer(t 

by the third TAhle, I apply to it the third 
Figure (inorderin theset) which is (7) 
.and do therefore call the fir fl c olum» of 
th4t Table 8, the fecond Column t, in 
which'I find the Letter ( t), which I put 
down in the fame line next to F attt, at a 
-~onvenienc diftance, becaufe it is to begin 
another word, from which column I count 
till I come to the Nind1, and therein find­
ing the Letter (i), l put it down tot, as 
bef~re, and from thence reckoning to the 
NinthC.olumn, I there Find the letter (h), 
which adding co i, (as you fee before) 
I from thence count to the ninth Co· 

lum11, and therein Finding the Letter 

( i) I put it down to (b), arnd counting 
from this i, to the Ninth column, l there 
do .Find a Bl11n/z, by which I know that 
there are to be no more Letters in the 
third Word of this Yerfe then, iibi. 

To Work out the tourth Word of the 
~erfe, I apply th~ fourth Figure in order 
;n the Ser.,which is' 1) to the fourth Ta b!c:, 

- '-· - a di 
r 

' ' 
/ 



'Ar1ificial Verfifying~~ · XS, 
:ind count the ft,ficvl1-1mn thereof ;2 5the fe­
C(Jnd Column 3,and ro on t11l 1 come co the 
Ninth Column, wherein finding the Letter 
(p) I put it down at a convenient d~ihnc_e 
from the Word tihi) in che fame hoe (1c 
being the firfi Letter of another Word) 
and cou·nting to the Ninth Co!um_n from 
p, Itherein find the L~tte.r ( r) which p~t­
tii:ig down top, (as you may fee done be­
fore). I from thence reckoning to the 
Ninth Column; do therein find the Let.ter , . ,· , ' (, 

(o) which l. add to r~and from thence conn" 
ting to the Ninth column, I there __ meet 
the Detter (d) which I put down next too;, 
and from thence I go on to the Ninth 
CDlumn, wherein finding the letter (u) I 
add it to d, and from thence count to the 
Ninth Cblumn, and . therein findiJ;Jg ihe1, 
Letter (c), I put it .down next ~o u; ~nd 
counting from thence to the Ninth 

1
C(}­

lumn, : I find ~h~rein _\ the._ Letter : ( u)~) 
which ptitting to.,. f,I, reckon fro~ thence. 
t,o .the ~i~th rotumn,, and _.finding· tg_~rein 
the L~'-~_erf n), I ~~di~ .:to N, an~ ~ounft.ipgi 

. I rom , L . . . 



16 Artificial v·erfi/Jing. 
froni thence to the ninth Coftemn, I find · , 
there 'the Letter (t), \Vhich pucci0g down 
n~xc ton, I proceed to count from thence 
co the ninth Column:> in which finding a 
Blank, I thereby know that the fourth 
IVord of this Ver{e is wrote out, and that 
that it hath no more letters ,then producunr. 

To work.out the ifihword of theverfe, 
I apply the fifth Figure in order (which is 
8) to the fifth Table, and counting the firfi: 
Column thereof 9, I there make a fiop, and 
finding therein the letter (s), I put it down 
(as you fee above) at a fit d1fiance from 
the word pr,ducunt, and from thence 
counting to the ninth Column, I therein 
find the letter(i),and fc~tting it down next 
to s, I from thence reckon co the ninth 
Col11mn, and finding there tht: Jetter (d) 
I add it to i, from whence counting to the 
ninth column, I find therein the letter (e J 
which / put down next to d, and couormg 
from thence to the ninth col,nmn, I thera 
find the letter (r ),which I add toe, and 
proceed co reckon ~rom then~e to the 

ninth 



~A rtifcial Verfifying. I 7 
'ninth Column, in which Finding the letter 
(a) 1 put it down t0 r, and numbriog fron1 
thence co the nint_h cv!umnJ I Find there a 
Blan/z, by which 1 know that there are 
to be no more letters in the Fifth Wortl of 
the Vetfe, then Sidera. 

To ~ork out the fix th and lafll:P-ord of 
tqe .Verfe)I a_pply the (ixth and la(lFigure ,. 
viz •. z, JO. the {ixth,and lafl Ta6!r, and 
counttng . t~e fi~{I c,olumn thereof 3, the 
ne?Ct 4, and forwards till I come . to the 
nine~, ro.JumiJ, wher.~in Finding the ltttet 
(p)I \1,7r)te it down at a C?nvepient difi:ance 
irom the Word Sidera, and from the Co­
lumn~ wherein I found this p, I count to 
the ninth CGlumr,, and ther~inFinding rhe 
letter (r) I write it down ne~c co p, and 
r.eckoni~g on to the ninth Cofr,rp,n from 
thence/ Find therein the {etter(a), which 

1 

pun_ing down next to r, I reckpn f:om 
thence ro rhe 01nthco!ttmn,where10 Find ... 
ing che le.tter (v ),I a9d it to 1,a~;J- coun r­
iog from thence to th~ nint'h column, I 
do chereinFind the let ter(cz\and putting i;. 

B 2 do vv ti 



?3 'Artifici11,[ P"'er{tfying. 
·down next to v,~: I fr~m..chence procerd to 
coonc . tQ. the:, ninth column .. and I inding 

. the:-ein a Bl,nk., I thereby underfi:aod that 
this Word is .ended, and there a e- to be 
no more letters in the fl ~·th -and ./11ft Word 

, of the_ Vcrfe,, then prava.- ·. : . _:· .. t - .. 

I By ,,,wpich . fevera l operations I have 
m3~{e ~t plain to you, that in chis Set of 
Figu~es·,t;c467182; ,t 1,e FigHre (4) in the 
_fir/I place_.pr0puceth the fir/I wvrd of the 
.Jrer{c,·i:Tr/{liti; '. the Figurt (6) in the (e• 
iond place ,.Qringeth ,out .the f ectind word, 

,Fata_, .the figure (7) jn the 'third place 
pro.ducerh the third word) tihi; t.h~ f 1gure 
\(1) .in the fourth place worketh out· the 
fo~rth word, pr0Jucunt: the Figure. :(8 }in 
;the-fifth place formerh one the p_fth wtJrd,. 

·· side~4,; a_~d that the F{~ure ( 2 ) in the {i,,.·th 
.ana la{! place doth work at the fixth and 
laft ~01_d of the Verfe, Prava, ·.L very· of 

,which 6 words being wrore 0own on 3 
piece oL ·PJper (as b fore is taught) as 
they wtre wrought oar, makes thi B, exa~ . 
. fitter- r_erf~• 



Artificial f/'erµ/yingl_ tJ 

Tri{li, /11t,e tihi producu»t fitler1t prav4• 

As to the Truenefs of the Latin, and 
the Ver/ e,I 11ppeal to any ingenious Gr4m­

marian, and as to the Sen(e I could wi{h 
the Phy {iologifls had not fubfcribed their, 
l'ro!Jttthm eft. . 

You mu£t Rememher, that when yon 
put the Figure 9 among ft any Set of Fi-. 

gures, and appropriate it to its proper Ta- --~- .. 
6/e, you always count the -fir(/ column of 
-thttt Table,-as 1 , t e next C@lumn 2, and 
fo reckon on till you come to the Ninth, 
and f o to proceed in the operation, as with . 
. any other FigRre. · 
· As for Example, you will find done in 
this Set of figures (988978) (where the 
Figure 9 is: in .the -fir fl and fourth place) 
-which being workt out by thefe Ta6les, 
produceth this f""erfe~ 

FtrfidA di[/a mihi co19firmant fomnia multa. 
, . 

B 3 Which 



'io-. ArtJfttial Pe1·(tfying~· _ 
Which Set of Figures if you place ex~ 

aclly httcl{_w4rds, thus ( 879889) you will 
have a Perfe wrought out confifiing of 
Ltatin words quite dtjferent from th~ for­
mer, which make an abfoluce Alteration 
in the Senfe alfo: For you are to k~ow, tp~ .the Alteration of the place of any of 
the fix Figures, (you propofe to m:ike 
your Set ot) produceth a Ve,fe different in 
urords 3~d senfa: You wil1 find the laft 
i ;Vfrt -c .-•et of Fig"res (if truly workt o~t 
by their. ref p~etive Tables) to yield this Yerfe. , 
lmpia fttft4, fcio, prte,clicunt fidera f :tp-e~ 

By every way changing thefiguresobce~ 
\\1H be produced Cuch 7.1,trietj· of d1ff:'.renc 
Latin words co compofe Verf e~ of, CJU frng 
fuch v1rious .4.lteration in their Senf e., tl-:3 t 
thef'e oper,ztioJ!), cannot bqt pro,;~e very 
delightful io him that unde~fbnJ~ the 
Lati;, Tongtte; and noc' a lictle grJteful to 
hi,n takes pkafure in the Power ef I>lr,m_· bers. · 

F I r- r I S. 
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