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HLRE lately lived in Semer/ct-
Jhire; a worthy gentleman, whofe

name was A/fworthy, who had a 1131i<i
ynder-
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underftanding, a found conftitution, and
a benevolent heart, together with one of
the largeft eftates in the county. In his
youth, he had married a beautiful lady,
of great merit, by whom he had three
children, who all died in their infancy,
and their lofs was followed by that of
his beloved wife, after whofe death he
chiefly refided in the country, with a fif-
ter, named Mifs Bridget ﬂ//quart/;y, for
whom he had a tender affe®ion.” She
was fomewhat about thirty, and was fo
far from regretting the want of beauty,
that fhe would never mention that endow-
ment without contempt ; and was at the
fame time f{o difcreet, that fhe was as
much on her ‘guard, as if the was fur-

* rounded with fnares.

Mr. d/lworthy had been a full quarter
of a year in Londes, when returning home
late in the evening, after a thort fup-
per, he retired, and having, according
to his ufual cuftom, {pent fome minutes on
his knees, was preparing to ftep into bed,
when, on opening the cloaths, to his great
furprize, he beheld between the fheets,
an infant wrapt up in coarfe linen, in a
profound fleep. Filled with aftonifhment,

he



£ 3%

he flood gazing at it, and compaflion for
the little helplefs obje¢t before him, ta-
king poffefhon of his mind, he rang his
bell, and ordered an elderly woman fer-
vant, to rife and come immediately.

Loft in the contemplation of the beau-
ty of {leeping innocence, he had forgot
that he was undreflfed, and therefore,
the prudent woman, who was in the 52d
year of her age, no fooner opened the
door, than feeing her mafter ftanding
by the bed, fhe ftepped a little back.
On which, recolleting himfelf, he flip-
ped on his cloaths, and then told her
fhe might come in.

Mrs. Dciborah Wilkins, for that was
her name, no fooner returned into the
room, thanbeing informed by her mafter,
of his finding the little infant, fhe ap-
peared even in greater confternation than
he had been ; but he ordered her to take
care of it for that night, faying, that in
the moming he would give orders to pro-
vide it a nurfe. The good woman now
exclaimed againft the mother, whom {l.e
wifhed to fee cemmitted to Bridewell,
and whipt at the cart’s tail, faying, fhe

B2 would
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would watrant it was not her firft, by
her laying it to his worfhip. Laying it
to me, Deborab, faid Mr. Allworthy, I
can’t think fhe has any fuch defign ; I
fuppofe fhe has only taken this method
to provide for her child ; and truly I am
glad fhe has not done worfe, 'The pra-
dent houfe-keeper exclaimed, that tho?
he knew his own innocence, the world
was cenforious ; and fhould his worfhip
provide for the child, it might make peo-
ple the apter to believe ; profefling, that
it went againft her to touch thofe misbe-
gotten wretches. Faugh ! how it ftinks !
added fhe, it does not fmell like a Chri-
fian. If I-might be fo bold as to give
my advice, I would have it laid at the
church-warden’s door. It is a good
night, only a little rainy and windy ; and
if it be put in a bafket, and wrapt up
Wwarm,it may,probably, live till it is found
in the morning: But if it fhould not,
we have dilcharged our duty, in taking
proper care of it ; and it is better, per-
haps, for fuch creatares to die in a flate
of innocence, than to grow up and imi=
tate their mother ; for nothing better can
be expedied of them,

Mr.
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Mr. Allworthy, who paid little atten-
tion to what Mrs. Deborah faid, had got
one of his fingers into the infant’s hand,
which by a gentle preflare {fecmed to im-
plore his affiftance, with a force more
powerful than all hker eloquence. He
therefore ordered her to take the child
with her to bed, and to call vp a maid
fervant to provide it pap againft it waked.
Upon which Mrs. Deborah, thewed {uch
refpeét to her mafter’s commands, that
taking the child in her arms, fhe declar-
ed, it wasa {weet liitle infant, and took
it to her own room.

The next morning, Mr. Allzvorthy
was fummoned to breakfaft by Mifs Brid-
get's bell, when'the ufual compliments
having pafled, and the tea poured out,
he {ummoned Mrs. Wilkins, telling his
fifter, he had a prefent for her ; for
which fhe thanked him, imagining, per-
haps, that it had been a gown, or {fome
oraament ; but how was the difappointed,
when the good woman, according to the
orders fhe had received, produced the in-
fant ! Great {urprizes are apt to produce
filence, and Mifs Bridget did not utter a
fyliable till her brother had told the whole

B3 ; ftory,
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ftory, which he concluded with owning
a refolution to have the child brought u
as his own. Mrs. Wilkins expetted fhe
would have vented much bitternefs on this
occafion, and propofed fending the
child, as a kind of noxious animal, in-
ftantly out of the houfe ; but, on the
contrary, fhe fhewed fome compaflion for
the little helplefs creature, and even com-
mended her brother’s charity, Mr, 4//-
worthy leaving the room, Mrs, 25/ kins
ftood filent, to take her cue from Mifs
LBridget, who having for fome time look-
ed earneflly at the child, as it lay afleep
in Mrs. Wilkins’s lap, could not forbear
giving it a hearty kifs, exprefling herfelf
highly pleafed with its beauty and inno- .
cence, which the good woman no fooner
obferved, than fhe in her turn foll to
{queezing and kiffing i, crying in a fhrill
voice, O the dear, fweet pretty creature |
Well T vow, it is as fine a boy as ever
was feen | Mifs Bridget now gave orders
for providing all neceffuries for the child,
10" the moft liberal manner ; and appointa
ed a good room for its nurfery ; but con-
cluded with obferving, That fince it was
her brother’s whim to adopt the little
brat,
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brat, fhe fuppofed little mafter muft be

treated with great tendernefs ; but for
her part, fhe could" not help thinking it
was an encouragement to vice ; but that
fhe knew too much of the obftinacy of
mankind, to oppofe any of their ridicu-
lous humours.

Mts. tilkins having left the child in
the nurfery, by her mafter’s defire, pre-
pared to go to the neighbouring village
in fearch of its mother, and on her ar-
rival, went firft to the habitation of an
elderly matron, to whom fhe communi-
cated the news of what had happened,
and they both began to {crutinize the cha-
racters of all the girls that lived in the
place, and at laft fixed their ftrongeft {uf-
picions on one 7 enny Fones. This girl,
was not indeed, very handfome, but fhe
had an uncommon thare of underftanding,
which fhe improved by erudition ; for
the had lived feveral years a fervant to a
{chool-mafter, who finding that fhe had
an extraordinary defire of learning, had
the goodnefs, or folly, which ever the
reader pleafes to call it, to give her a
competent fkill in the Latin tougue ; an

advantage that was attended with fome
{fmall
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{mall inconveniences; as it produced no
little envy and ill- will towards her in the
bofoms of her neighbours, which howe-
ver did not openly difplay itfelf till
poor Fenny; to the furprize of every
body, and the vexation of all the young
women in the parifh, publickly fhone forth
on a Sunday, in a new filk gown. Fenny
had by her learning, encreafed her own
pride, which none of her neighbours
were willing to feed with the honour fhe
feemed to demand ; and now, inftead of
refpedt, gained nothing by her finery,
bur hatred and abufe, and the whole pa-
rifh declared, fhe could not come honeft-
ly by it. Befides, Fennp had lately been
often at Mr. A/lworthy’s houfe, where
fhe had officiated as nurfe to Mifs Bridget,
in a violent fit of illnefs, and had been
fecn there the very day before Mr. 4//-
worthy’s return,

Jenny Fonmes was thercfore fent for,
and no fooner appeared, than Mrs, De-
Eorahb, afluming the gravity of a judge,
began with, You audacious ftrumpet,
and was proceeding, rather to pafs fen-
tence, than to accufe the prifoner, when
Jewy, in terms of contrition, confefled

. : the
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the fa& with which fhe was charged.
The bye ftanders now cry’d out, They
thought what madam’s filk gown would
end in ; while others fneered at her
learning.

Mrs. Wilkins having met with better
{uccefs in her enquiry than fhe expeted,
returned in trinmph, and made a faithful
report to Mr, 4//aworthy, who was great-
ly furprized ; for having heard of the
girls extraordinary improvements, he had
intended to have given her in marriage
to a neighbouring curate ; and therefore,
his concern was equal to his houfekeep-
er’s fatisfaltion. Mrs. Deborah was a-
gain difpatched, to bring the unhappy
culprit before her mafter, not, as it was
hoped and expeéted, in order to her be-
ing committed to the houfe of corretion,
but that he might give her fome whole-
fome reproof and admonition.

Jenny being at length brought, Mr.
Allworthy took her into his ftudy, and
fpoke to her to the following purpofe.
You are fenfible, that as a magittrate, it
isin my power to punith you, and may
be more apt to fear I fhall do it with the
greater feverity, as you have; in a man-

] ner,
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ner, laid your fins at my door ; butas a
magiftrate fhould never be inflamed by
private refentment, I will not confider
your having left the infant in my houfe
as an aggravation of your offence; but as
proceeding from natural affeétion, and
the hopes of feeing it provided for. I
fhali therefore only admonith you on the
violation of your chaftity, a crime, which ,
however {flightly treated by profligate
and debauched people, is heinous in itfelf,
and attended with dreadful confequences.
It is a crime committed in defiance of
the laws of our religion, and of the ex.
prefs command of its author. What can
be more dreadful than to incur the divine
difpleafure, by the breach of commands,
againft which the higheft vengeance is
denounced ? But a hint is here fuffi-
cient ; for I would infpire you with re-
pentance, and not drive you to defpair.
On the other hand, by this crime,
women are rendered infamous, and dri-
ven from the f{ociety of all but the wick-
ed, and are thus frequently forced by ne-
ceflity, into a ftate of fhame and mife
that ends in their everlafting deftru@ion.
Can any pleafure compenfate thefe evils ?
Or
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Or any carnal appetite fo over-power
reafon, as to prevent a woman’s flying
with affright and terror from a crime
that is always attended with fuch punifh-
ments ? How bafe and mean muf} the be,
how void of dignity of mind and decent
pride, that can facrifice all that is great
and noble in her, all her heavenly part,
to an appetite which fhe poffefles in com-
mon with the brutes | For fure, no wo-
man will plead the paflion of love for an
excufe : For in what light but that of an
enemy, can a reafonable woman regard
the man who f{ollicits her to entail on -
herfelf, thame and mifery ? If fuch a
corrupter fhould have the impudence to
pretend a real affeftion for her, ought
not fhe to regard fuch a falfe, defigning,
treacherous, pretended friend, as the
worft of enemies. My defign is not to
infult you for what is paft, but to cauti-
on and flrengthen you for the futare ;
nor fhould I take this trouble, was it not
for my opinion of your good fenfe, and
my hopes of your fincere repentance. If
thefe do not deceive me, I will convey
you to a place, where you fhall live un-

known, and avoid- the punifhment alloz
te
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ted to your crime in this world ; and [
hope, by your repentance, efcape the
much heavier, denounced againft it in the
other. As to your child, I'll provide
for it in a better manner than you can
hope to do; but you muft firft inform
me, who was the wicked man that fedu-
ced you, for I am much more offended
at him, than at you.

Fenny, now lifting up her eyes, an-
fwered, To know you, Sir, and not to
love your goodnefs, wonld, in me, be
the higheft ingratitude, and I beg you
to believe, that I take your advice much
Izinder than the generous offer with which
you concluded it. ~ You are pleafed to
fay, Sir, it proceeds from your opinion
of my underftanding. I will endeavour
to deferve your good opinion ; for if I
have the underftanding you are fo kindly
pleafed to allow me, fuch advice cannot
be thrown away upon me. I heartily
thank you, Sir, for your intended kind-
nefs to my poor helplefs child : He Is in-
nocent, and, I hope, will live to be
grateful for all the favours you will thew
him. But on my knees, I entreat you,
added fhe, kneeling at his feet, not to

2 4 perfift
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perfitt in afking me to know my child’s
father. I faithfully promife you fhall
one day know ; but I am now under the
mo't folemn engagements of honour, as
well as the moft religious vows and pro-
teftations to conceal.his name. And I
am fure you will not defire me to violate
them.

Mr. A'fevorthy replied, that fhe had
been to blame, to enter into fuch en-

agements with a villain ; but fince fhe
gad, he ought not to infift on her break-
ing them. The ingenuity of her beha-
viour made him readily believe what fhe
told him ; he therefore difmiffed her,
with aflurances, that he would fpeedily
remove her out of the difgrace fhe had
incurred, and concluding with fome ad-
ditional exhortations, added, You ought,
child, to confider, that you are fill to
reconcile yourfelf to one whofe favour is
of infinitely more importance to you
than mine.

Mifs Bridget, and Mrs. Deborab, had,
without being {een, liftened to all that
pafled, with their ears to the key-hole.
But both kept filence during the feene ;
and it was no fooner ended, and that

C gen-
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gentleman gone, than the houfekeeper
exclaimed at her mafter’s clemency, and
efpecially againft his {uffering the {lut to
conceal the child’s father. At this Mifs
Bridget, {miling, commended the honour
and {pirit with which Frnuy adted, and
obferved, there was fome merit in the fin-
cerity of her confeffion, and her regard
to her vows and promifes ; and fhe did
not doubt but fhe had been fedueed by
{fome rafcal, who was infinitely more to
blame* than fhe. Mrs. Deborah, now
tacking about, faid, fhe muft own fhe
could not help admiring the girl’s {pirit
as well as her ladyfhip; and that if fhe
bad been deceived by fome wicked man,
fhe was to be pitied. As to Fizny, fhe
returned home well pleafed, and by the
care and goodnefs of Mr. Alzvorthy, was
foon removed out of the resch of re-
proach,

"

CHA
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2. Allworthy’s Hopitality.  The Cha-
radter of Ditor and Captain Blifil,
the former of awhom marrics M;i/f; Brid-
get.- The Captain’s ingratitude to his
Brother.  Mrs. BUfil “deliwsred of a
Son.  The Methods taken by the Cap-
2ain to procure the Difcharge of the
Foundling, and to reftrain Myr. All-
worthy’s  Generofity.”  His Projesss,
and bis Death.,

OTH Mr. Allworthy's heart and -
B houfe were open, particularly to
men of merit, genius, and Iearning, and
It is no wonder, that perfons of thefe
qualifications fhoyld appear, when they
were f{ure of being received with great
complaifance, and of enjoying almoft
the {ame zldvantagcs of a liberal fortune,
as if his eftate was thejr own. Kven
thofe men of learning, who from their

2 indigcnt
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indigent circumftances were glad of fuch
an abode, were welcome to refide here.

Among thefe laft was Doéor Blifi/,
a gentleman, whofe father obftinately
perfifting in obliging him in his youth to
ftudy phyfic, which he' difliked, was
become mafter of almoft every other {ci-
ence, but that by which he was to get
his bread, 'in confequence of which, the
Doétor, at the age of forty, had no bread
to eat : But this circamftance entitled
him to a welcome at Mr. Z/lworthy’s
table. The Do&ot had alfo'a great ap-
pearance of religion, and this part of his
charaer not only pleafed Mr. Allaor-
¢by, but delighted Mifs Bridger, who
had read much divinity, and had puzzled
feveral of the neighbouring curates, She
engaged with him in many religious con-
troverfies, and conftantly exprefled great
fatisfa&ion in his knowledge, and not
much lefs in the compliments he paid her.
At length the Do&tor found himfelf fo a=
greeable to Mifs Bridget, that he began
to lament his being married to another
woman who was ftill alive, which was
an infuperable bar to the happinefs he

might probably obtain with this young

lady :
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lady : Bat he recolle@ed that he had a
brother, who having no fuch incapacity,
he did not doubt would fucceed. He was
about thirty five years of 2ge, of a mid-
dle fize, and well built, and -though his
countenance, as well as his zir and voice
bad moch roughnefs in it, he could at
any time appear all gentlenefs and good
humour. He had been defigned for ho-
ly orders, but after his father’s death, he
purchafed the poft of a lieutenant of dra-
goons, and rofe to be a captain, but
having quarrelled with his colonel, was
obliged tofell out, from whichtime he had
‘betaken himfelf to the ftudy of the fcrip-
tures; it feemed therefore not unlikely
that he fhould fucceed with a lady of
fuch a faint-like difpofition. The Doc-
tor therefore fent for his brother, and
eafily introduced him at Mr. #/avarthy’s,
as one who intended only “a fhort vifit to
himfelf; and the captain, who had re-
ceived proper hints from his brother,
had not been above a week in the houfe
before the Doctor had reafon to felicitate

himfelf on his difcernment,
The Captain, ever fince his arrival,
and his brother’s having propofed the
3 match
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match to him, had been greatly ena-
moured, not of Mifs Bridget, but of
Mr. Aliawortky’s houfe and gardens, lands
and tenements ; for which he was grown
{o paflionately fond, that he would pro-
bably have contrated marriage with
them, had he been obliged to have taken
the Witch of Exdor into the bargain.
"The charms of the Captain’s conveifa-
tion had all the effects that could be de-
fired, and he no fooner perceived Mifs
Bridger’s paflion, than he faithfully re-
turned it; for as Mr. #//worthy had de-
clared, that he never intended to marry
again, and that s his fifter was his neareft
relation, a child of her’s thould be his
heir, the Door and his brother efteem-
ed it an a& of benevolence, to give be-
ing to a human creature-who would be
fo plentifully provided for.

The Captain foon found means to
make his addreffes in exprefs terms, and
received, according to the proper form,
a denial, on which he repeated his ap-
plication with greater warmth and ear-
neftnefs, while the lady, with great pro-
priety, decreafed in the exprellions of
“her refufal. Mean whi'e the Captain
preferved
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preferved great diftance of behaviour to
his lady, while in My, Allworthy’s pre-
fence ; and the greater fuccefs he had
with her in private, the more referved
he appeared in public ; while the lady,
having fecared her lover, behaved to him
before compzny, with the appearance of
the greateft indiference. 1In thort, af-
fairs were managed with fuch difcretion,
that in lefs than 4 month, the Captain

and Mifs Bridget were man and wife,
They were now under much concern
how to break the matter to Mr. Allzop-
thy ; but this great point was nndertaken
by the-Do&or. He, meeting Mr. A//-
worthy in the garden, began with the
appearance of great concern, to inform
him, that he had an affsir of the utmoit
confequence to impart to him, but was
at a lofs how to mention it. e launch-
ed forth into bitter inve@ives again{t men
and women, and accufed the former of
being folely attached to their own inte-
reft, exclaiming, that the Captain thould
no longer be a bro.her of his  But the
benevolent Mr. Allvortly, whofe con-
ftant maxim it was to make the beft of
every thing that happened, obfcrv}ed,
that
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that his fifter was old enough to be at the
age of difcretion, and to_know what
would make her moft happy ; and that
though the Captain was not quite equal
to her in fortune, if he had any perfecti-
ons in her eye, which made up that de-
ficiency, he fhould not objeét to her
choice of her own happinefs ; which he,
no more than 4he, imagined to confiit
only in immenfe wealth ; but that he
might have expeéted to have been con-
fulted on the occafion. :
'The Do&or launched forth in praife
of Mr. 4/lwortly’s goodnefs, and the
higheft encomiums on his friendfhip ; and
concluded with faying, he could never
forgive his brother for having put the
place he bore in that friendfhip to ha-
zard. On which Mr. Alleworthy an-
fwered, that had he conceived any dif-
pleafure againft his brother, he fhould
never have carried that refentment to the
innocent, Your brother, added he, ap-
pears to be a man of fenfe and honour.
I don’t difapprove my fifter’s tafte 5 nor
will I doubt her being equally the objett
of his inclination.
The
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The Do&or, on his leaving Mr. 4L
aworthy, went to inform his brother of
what had pafled, and added, with a
fmile, I promife you, I psid you off ;
nay, I abfolutely defired the good gen-
tleman not to forgive you ; for you
know, after his }mvxrg made a declara-
tion in your favour, I might fafely
venture on fuch a reque& with one of his
temper, and was willing for both our
fakes, to prevent the leait poflibility of a
fufpicion.

It 1s a maxim, left by fatan to his dif-
ciples, “that as foon as you have made
your fortuneby the good offices ofa friend,
todifcard him. Thus the Captain, was no
fooner poflefled of Mifs Bridger, and re-
conciled to Mr. .Z/lworthy, ‘than he be-
gan to treat his brother with a colduefs,
and difrefpe@, which at length became
vifible to every one. The Doctor, in
private, remonttrated on this behaviour,
but was told by the Captain, that if he
difliked any thing in his brother’s houfe,
he was at liberty to leave it, ~ This
cruel behaviour,  abfolutely broke the
Do&or’s heart : For ingraiwde never
pierces o deep, as when it proceeds from

thofe



[ 22]

thofe, in whofe behalf we have been
guilty of tranfgreflions. Mr. Allworthy
himfelf, {poke to the Captain in his bro-
ther’s favour, and defired to know what
offcnce he had committed, when the vil-
lain told him, he fhould never forgive
the injury he had endeavoured to do him
1n his favour, which he pretended he had
pumped out of him. * But Mr. A//xor-
thy exprefled fuch refentment againft an
unforgiving temper, that the Captain at
laft, pretended to yield, and profefs a
reconciliation ; but found {fo many op-
portunities of privately infulting the poor
Doctor, « that the houfe grew infupport-
able to him, and pretending fome excufe
of bufinefs, he took lcave of Mr. 4//-
avorthy, and went to Londsn, where he

died {foon after of a broken heart.
Mrs. Blifi] was ‘at length delivered of
a fine boy, which, tho’ it gave great
jO)’ to Mr. ff//-wm‘fliy, did not alienate
his affeions from the litile Foundling,
to whom he had been god father, and
had given him his own name of Thormas,
and whom he conflant'y vifited once a
day, in the nurfery ; and he now pro-
pofed, that the new-born infant thould
be
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be bred up with little Tommy 5 to which
the lady, - with fome little reluétance,
confented. 'The Captain now gave Mr.
Allworthy frequent hints, that to adopt
the fruits of fin, was to countenance it.
He quoted texts of fcripture, as, He vi-
fits the fins of she fathere upon the chil-
dren ; and thence argued the lawfulnefs
of punifhing the crime of the parent on
the baflard ; but the benevolent Mr..
Allworthy was a warm advocate in de-
fence of innocence.

While the Captain was thus endea-
vouring to injure the litte Foundling,
Mrs, Willins made a difcovery, more
dangerous to poor Zommy than all the
Captain’s reafonings. As this difcovery
was of great confequence, it may be ne-
ceflary to trace it from the fountain head.

It has been already obferved, that
Jenry Jones had Lived fome years with a
certain {chool-mafter, who had inftru&t-
ed her in Latin. ‘This fchool-mafter
was one of the beft- natured fellows in the
world ; and being a man of much plea-
fantry, the neighbouring gentlemen were
fond of his compzny, which making him
neglect his {chool, he had but few fcholars,

which
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which induced him to perform likewife
the offices of Clerk, and Barber ; and Mr.
Allworthy alfo gave him 1Iol. every
Chriftmas.

enny, had been four years fervant to
Mus. Partridge, the {chool mafter’s wife,
who had fubmitted to his teaching her,
without repining ; but one day the hul-
band and wife being at dinner, the ma-
fter faid to his maid, Da mibi aliguid
potum : When the gisl {miling, peraaps
at the badnefs of the Latin, for he had
made her more learned than himfelf, Mrs.
Parsridge falling into a fury, difcharged
the trencher on which fhe was eating at
poor Fenny’s head, crying, You impu-
dent jade, do you play tricks with my
hufband before my face ? and at the fame
inftant, rofe with a knife in her hand,
and would have exccated a tragical re-
venge, had not the girl taken the advan-
tage of being next the door, and run a-
way. Mean while the husband fat fl2-
ring and trembling in his chair, till bis
wife, returning from the parfuit of Fen-
a9, he was obliged to retreat, after the
example of his maid. In confequence of
this incident, Jenny, notwithi’eax:d}}ng
her
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her proteftations of innocence, was o-
bliged to leave the houfe that night, and
to pack up all her cloaths, and begone,:
and Mr. Partridge, to pleafe his help-
mate, profefled a fatisfaction in her being
difmiffed.

After this fit of jealoufy, Mr. Par-
fridge and his wife had continued long-
er in a ftate of affability than ufual ; but
perfect calms are always fufpe@ed by ex-
perienced mariners, to be the forerunners
of a ftorm. Mrs. Partridee was at a
certain place of rendezvous, called the
Chandler’s Shop, where being atked by
one of her neighbours, if the had heard
no news lately of Fenuy Fones ? the an-
fwered in the negative, and the other re-
plied, that the parifh was much obliged
to her for having turned Jenny away as
fhe did ; adding, ‘¢ Then you have not
heard, it feems, of the girl’s being brought
to bed of two children; but as they are
not born here, my husband, and the o-
ther overfeer fays, we fhan’t be obliged
to keep them.” Two children ! cried
Mrs Partridge, you furprize me | I
hope we fhall not be obliged to keep them.

BY o & Lhe
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The circumftances lately mentioned, in-
ftantly arofe to her mind ; and being in
a moment convinced of her husband’s
guilt; the went away in confufion ; and
finding Mr. Partridge at home, fell upon
him in a violent fury. His wig was in-_
ftantly torn from his head, his fhirt from
his back, and from his face defcended five
ftreams of blood. The poor man, for
fome time, acted only on the defenfive ;
but at laft endeavoured to confine her
arms, when her cap fell off in the ftrug-
gle, and her hair being too fhort to reach
her thoulders, flood eret on her head.
Her face was marked with her husband’s
blood ; her teeth gnafhed with rage, and
fire fparkled from her eyes; when being
unable to profecute her revenge, fhe fell
into a fit. Partridge, upon this, ran
into the ftreet, calling for afliftance, when
feveral good women obeying the fum-
mons, and applying the ufual remedies,
Mrs. Partridge, to the great joy of her
husband, was brought to herfelf. She
was, however, no f[ooner reftored, and
relieved by a cordial, than fhe informed
the company of the injuries fhe had re-
ceived
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ceived from the rogue her husband, who,
not contented to injure her in other re-
{petts had torn her cap and hair from her
head, and her ftays from her body ; giving
her, at the fame time, fuch blows as the
thould carry the marks of to her grave.
‘Mean_ while the poor man, whofe face
bore more vifible marks, with filent a-
ftonithment heard this accufation, he not
having ftruck her once, till all the wo-
men began to revile him, frequently re-
‘peating, that none but a coward ever
ftruck a woman. The Pedagogue bore
all with great patience, till his wife
appealing to the blood on her face, he
could not help laying claim to his
own, when the women cried out, it
was a pity it had not come from his
heart.

This ftory fpread, and in a few days,
the whole country was informed, that
the {chool-mafter of Little- Baddington
had beaten his wife in the moft cruel
manner. In fome places, it was report-
ed that he had murdered her ; in others,
that he had broke her legs; and in o-
thers her arms. There were alfo diffe-

o2 rent
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yent reports on the caufe of the quarrel ;
{ome faying, that Mrs. Partridge had
.great reafon to be jealous of her huf-
band ;- while others affirmed, that he
‘had equal caufe to be jealous of . his
wife.

. Mrs. Deborah had long heard of this
quarrel, but as fhe had a wrong account
of it, fhe thought proper to conceal it,
till at length, having learned by accident
the particalars, fhe informed the Captain
that fhe had at laft difcovered the little
Foundling’s true father, and told him what
fhe had heard. Captain B/fi/ fhewed
no fatisfa&ion to Mrs. Deborab, though
he was highly pleafed, and refolved to
make his advantage of it, but kept it for
{fome time concealed, in hopes Mr, 44-
aworthy would hear of it from {ome other
perfon. At length, however, finding
the ftory in danger of perifhing, he took
an opportunity to mention it himfelf,
Being one day engaged with Mr. A4/
avsrthy in a difcourfe on charity, in which
he endeavoured to fhew that it did not
confift in acts of beneficence, in which
people are liable to be impofed upon, and
to confer their choiceft favours, on the

undeferving ;



[ 29 ] )
undeferving ; which he obferved, was
Mr. Allworthy’s cafe, in his bounty to
that worthlefs fellow Partridge, adding,
that two - or three examples, muft make
a good man timerous in beftowing, from
the danger of incurring the guilt of fup-
porting vice, a crime of the blackeft die.
Mr. Allworthy vindicated the caufe of
diffufive benevolence, with great fpirit
and argument ; and at laft concluded, by
afking, who that Partridge was, whom
he ftigmatized with the title of a worth-
lefs fellow. Why, Partridge the {chool-
mafter, the barber, faid the Captain,
the father of the child you found in your
bed.

Mr. Alfworthy was greatly furprized
at this intelligence, and the Captain ex-
prefled no lefs at his ignorance of it ;
upon which Mrs. Deborah was fammons
«ed, who having confirmed what the Cap-
tain had faid, the {chool-mafter and his
wife were fent for, and Mr. 4llworthy
being feated in the chair of juftice, the
criminal and his wife were brought
‘before him, while Mrs. Deborab appeared
as the accufer, The husband pleaded

D 3 net
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Net Guilty, and made many vehement
proteltations of his innocence; but the
wife being examined, related all the cir-
cumftances with which we have acquaint-
ed the readers, and concluded with her
husband’s having confeffed  his guilt.
Paitridge fill perfifted in his innocence,
but acknowledged his making that con-
feflion, into which he had been forced
by her continual importunity, fhe having
vowed, that as the was fure of his guilt,
the would never ceafe tormenting him
till he had confeffed it ; promifling that .
then fhe fhould never mention it to him
any more. Hence, he faid, he had falfe-
ly confefled himfelf guilty, though inno-
cent ; and from the {ame motive, he be-
- lieved, he fhould have confeffed a mur-
der. Mrs. Partrz'a/ge now burft into tears,
and in a torrent of abufe, exclaimed a-
gainft the barbarity and wickednefs of her
husband.  Mr. Alfworthy begged of
her to be fatisfied ; and having in vain
exhorted Mr. Partridge to confefs, defer-
sed the final determination of the affair
till the arrival of Fesny; for whom he
ymmediately difpatched a meflenger ; and
having
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having recommended peace between Pas-
tridge and his wife, though he chiefly
addrefled himfelf to the wrong perfon,
he ordered them to attend him three
days after, he having fent Fenny a day’s
journey from his own houfe. The par-
ties affembled at the time appointed,
when the meflenger, bringing word that
g’enny had left her habitation a few days

efore, in company with a recruiting of-
ficer, Mr. Allworthy declared, that the
evidence of fuch a vile flut would deferve
little credit ; and that if fhe declared the
truth, fthe muft have confirmed what {o
many circumftances, added to his own
confeflion, and his wife’s declaration,
were fufficeient to prove it. He there-
fore declared himfelf fatisfied of his guilt,
and of his being too bad a man to receive
encouragement ; and inftantly deprived
him of his anpuity, recommending to
him repentance and induftry.

Partridge thus loft the beft part of his
income by the evidence of his wife, and
yet fhe daily upbraided him with his
being the occafion of their being de-

prived
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prived of it.  Partridge, now, in a
manner, abandoning himfelf to defpair,
and lofing the little {chool he had, he
and his wife would have wanted bread,
had not the charity of fome unknown
perfon. provided them with what was
juft fufficient for their fupport, which
Mr.: dlfworthy fent by a private hand,
Partridge, however, {oon found his
miferies leflened, by being deprived of
his wife, who died of the {mall pox; on
which he left the country.

Though the Captain had compleated
the ruin of poor Partridge, he was {o far
from getting the Foundling turned out
of the houfe, that Mr. Al/worthy ap-
peared every day fonder of little Tom-~
my. This, and the other daily inftan.
ces of that gentleman’s generofity,
greatly foured the Captain’s temper,
he confidering all this bounty as a di-
minution of his own wealth. In this,
he did not agree with his wife. The
Captain, who, in their various difputes
on divinity and other fubjeéts, had al-
ways given up his opinions to that of
the lady, now grew weary of this con-

defcenfion,
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defcenfion, and began to treat her opi-
nions with that haughtinefs.and infolence,
.which none but thofe who deferve
fome contempt themfelves, can beftow.
The lady faw this alteration in his be-
‘haviour, and was far from enduring
‘the indignity with a tame fubmiflion.
She was at firt highly provoked ; but
her refentment fubfided into a perfett
contempt for her husband’s underftand-
ing, and a hatred of his perfon. He,
indeed, had a very mean opinion of
‘the whole fex, and it was always a
{ufficient reafon to either of them, to
be obftinate in any opinion, when the
other had previoufly afferted the con-
trary. If any amufement was propof-
ed by one, the other always objected
to it : They never loved or hated the
fame perfon, and therefore, as the Cap-
tain looked on the little foundling with
an evil eye, his wife began to carefs it,
almoft as much as her own child.
They were, however, much on their
‘guard, before their brother.

The Captain made himfelf amends

for the unpleafant minutes he paffed n
the
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the converfation of his wife, which
were as few as poflible, by the plea-
fant meditations he enjoyed alone. He
fpent much thought in calculating the
exact value of Mr. 4llworthy fortune ; -
and thefe calculations he frequently
{faw reafon to alter in his own favour.
He likewife pleafed himfelf with in-
tended alterations in the houfe and gar-~
“dens, and projecting fchemes for the
Improvement of the eftate. = For this
purpofe, he applied himfelf to the ftudy
of architeture and gardening, and at

laft compleated a mott excellent plan,
As the only thing then wanting to
enable him to execute the grand {chemes
he had laid, was Mr, Allworthy’s death,
he purchafed every book extant, that
treats of the value of lives and rever-
fions ; and {fpending much time in cal-
culations, was fully convinced, that as
there was a chance of this kappening
every day, fo he had more than an e.
qual chance of his coming into the pof-
feflion of all within a few years. But
while the Captain was one evening tak-
g his walk by himfelf, bufied in deep
con-
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contemplations of this kind, at the inftant
when his heart was exulting in medita-
tions on the happinefs he thould obtain
from Mr. Allworthy’s death, he was
feized with an appoplexy, and inftantly
took meafure of that proportion of foil
which was now fufficient for all his fu-
ture purpofes.

Mr. Allworthy, with his fifter, and a
lady who was a vifitor, had waited a
confiderable time for the Captain to
come to fupper, and at laft growing un-
eafy, orders were given. that the bell
fhould be rung without the doors ; but
this producing no effect, Mr. Alworthy
himfelf went in fearch of him, and fent
the fervants different ways ; for as he
was always punctual at his meals, they
were certain that fomething muft have
happened. At length Mr. Allavorthy
returned, with a countenance filled with
confternation ; on which Mrs. B/ifil be-
gan to bewail herfelf in very bitter terms,
accompanied with floods of tears. At
this inftant a fervant came running in,
out of breath, and cried the Captain was
found, and before he could proceed, was
followed by two more, bearing the dead

body
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body between them, which Mrs. B/if¥
no fooner faw, than giving a violent
thriek, the fell into. a fit. The room
was inftantly full of fervants, fome of
whom were employed in-taking care of
the widow, while others, affifted in
carrying the Captain to a warm. bed.
T'wo phyficians were fent for, and every
method was tried, in order to reflore
him to life, but without effe&t.

The Dottors being about to take
‘their leave, Mr. A/fworthy, who had
continued by the dead body, enquired
after his fiffer, whom he defired them to
vifi¢ before their departure. She had,
by this time, recovered from her fit,
on which they felt her pulfe ; prefcribed
for her, and continued to attend her du-
ring a month, all which time fhe was
attended by nurfes, and received con-
ftant meflages from her acquaintance, to
enquire afier her health. The Captain
being interred, and the decent time for
ficknefs and grief being at length expired,
The Doftors were difmiffed, and the
lady began to fee company, with no o-

ther alteration in her perfon, but what
fhe
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fhe received from the fable colour of fad-
nefs. The lady afterwards conduéted
herfelf according to the friteft rules
of decorum, f{uiting the alterations of
her countenance to thofe of her habit :
For as this changed from weeds to black,
from black to grey, and from grey to
white ; {o her countenance changed from
difmal to forrowful, from {forrowful to
{ad, and from fad to ferious ; till the
moment came, in which the was allowed
to refume her former ferenity.

. CHAP
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SNt st e e et
CHAP. IL

A youthful Adventure of Tom Jones,
its punifbment, and the difcharge of the
Game-keeper. 'Tom’s Generofity to the
poor Man's Family. A Defcription of
Mifs Sophia Weftern ; a Story of a
little Bird, and the manner in which
Tom procured Mr. Weftern’s Pardon
Jor the Game-keeper.

HE difpofitions of Tom Fones
and mafter B/fi/, by the time
they came to be about fourteen years of
age, appeared extremely different. Ma-
fter B/ifil was fober, difcreet, and grave,
beyond his age ; and thefe qualities
gained him the love of all who knew
him, while Fozes was fo unlucky and
mifchievous, that he was univerfally
difliked, and had not one friend amongft
the fervants, except the game-keeper,
who was a fellow of a loofe difpofition.
Little
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Little Jones one day went a fhooting
with the game-keeper, and happening
to {pring a covey of partridges near the
edge of a manor belonging to Mr. 7e-
Slern, a gentleman extremely zealous for
the prefervation of the game, the birds
flew into it, among fome furze-bufhes,
two or three hundred yards beyond Mr.
Allworthy’s eftate.  The fellow had re-
ceived fri&t orders from his mafter, ne-
ver to commit any trefpafs on his neigh-
bour, on pain of forfeiting his place ;
but at this time the young fportfian
being exceflive eager to purfue the game,
was fo importunate, that he yielded to
his perfwafions, and entering the manor,
fhot one of the partridges. Unluckily
Mr Weftern was then on horfeback, at
a little diftance, and hearing the report,
rode towards the - place, and difcovered
poor Torm, for the game-keeper had the
good fortune to hide himfelf. The gen-
tleman having fearched the lad, and
found the partridge, {wore he would
acquaint Mr. 4//worthy, and immediate-
ly rode to his houfe, where he com-
plained of ‘the trefpafs on his manor in
as high terms, and as bitter language,

E 2 as
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as if his houfe had been broken opemn,
and he had Ioft his moft valuable furni-
ture ; and added, that fome other per-
fon was in his company, though he
could not difcover him, for two guns
had been fired, almoft in the {ame in-
ftant. :

Tom had no fooner returned home,
than he was fummoned before Mr. 4J-
aworthy, to whom he owned the fadt,
alledging no other excafe, but what was
teally true, that the covey was origi-
nally {prung in Mr. 4/fworthy’s ownma-
nor ; but abfolutely denied that he had
any body with him. The game keep-
er, being, however, fufpected, was fent
for, and he relying on Zom’s promife,
to take all upon himfelf, maintained that
he had not feen him the whole after-
noon, On which Mr. 4l=vertly, with
great anger in his countenance, again
exhorted Zom to confefs who was with
him, but he ftill perfifting in his refola-
tion, Mr. A/lworthy gave him till the
néxt morning -to confider of it, when
he fhould be queftioned by another per-

fon, and in another manner.
The
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The unhappy youth {pent a very mé-.
Iancholy night, and in the morning,
when he attended the reverend Mr.
Thawackum, the perfon to whom Mr.
Allworthy had committed the inftrution
of the two boys, the fame queftions
were put to him by that gentleman,
which he had been afked the evening
before, and on his returning the fame
anfwers, he received a moft fevere whip-
ping, which 7o bore with furprizing
fortitude, though between every ftroke,
his mafier atked him whether he would
not confefs. 7Z:z’s mafter had carried
his feverity much farther than Mr. 4//-
aworthy intended, and beginning now to
fufpett that the ’fquire was miftaken,
fent for 7oz2, and after many kind ex-
hortations, told him, that he was con-
vinced that he had wronged him, and
was forry he had been fofeverely punith-
ed, and then gave him a little horfe to
make him amends.  Tou could more ea-
fily bear the lathes of Thawackum, than
Mr. Alkworthy’s generofity.  He burft
into tears, and falling on his knees, cri-
ed, O Sir, you are too good fo me.
Indeed you are. Indeed I don’t de-

E 3 ferve
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ferve it, And from the fulnefs of his
heart, had almoft betrayed the fecret ;
but the confideration of what might be
the confequence to the poor fellow, feal-

ed his lips. 5
A few days after, a difference arifing
at play, between Maftar B/ifi/and Tom, the
former called Tommy a beggarly baftard ;
upon which the latter being fomewhat
paflionate in his difpofition, gave him a
blow on the face, and Mafter B/f/,
with the blood running from his nofe,
and the tears galloping after, appeared
before his uncle ; and an indi¢tment of
aflault, battery, and wounding, was im-
mediately preferred againft 7o, who in
his excufe, only pleaded the provocation,
which indeed was all his accufer had
omitted  Mafter B/ifi/ pofitively infifted
that he had not made ufe of any {uch
words, 7on infifted that he had ; on
which Mafter B/ifi/replied, thofe who will
tell one fib, will hardly fick at another.
If I had told my mafter fuch a wicked
fib as you have done, I fhould be a-
{hamed to ‘hew my face - Thwackiim
“eagerly afked what fib ? Why, he told
you, faid he, thit no body was with
him
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him when he killed the partridge, but
he knows, for he confeffed it to me,
that black George, the keeper, was there.
Yes you did, deny it if you can.

Upon this Mr, Allworthy,  turning
towards o, faid, Isthis true, child ?
How came you to perfift fo obftinately
in a falfehood ? Zomanf{wered, he feorn-
ed a lie as much as any body ; but he
thought his honour engaged ; for he had
promifed the poorfellow to conceal him,
becaufe he had begged him not to go in-
to the gentleman’s manor, and had at
laft gone himfelf, only in compliance
with his perfwafions. This, he faid,
was the whole truth, and he concluded
with earneftly begging Mr. Allworthy
to have compaflion on the poor fellow’s
family, efpecially as he himfelf had
only been guilty, and the other had with
difficnlty been prevailed on, to do what
he did. Indeed, Sir, added he, it could
hardly be-called a lie, for the poor fel-
low was entirely innocent. 1 fhould
have gone alone after the birds : Nay,
Idid go at firl, and he only followed
me, to prevent more mifchief. Do,

Py,
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- pray Sir, forgive peor Gesrge. M,
A lworthy, after a few moments hefita-
tion, advifed them tolive more friendly
and peaceably togetlier, and then dif-

- miffed them.  Thawactum was very de-

firous of giving Tem another whipping 5
but Mr. Alvorshy declared, that he
thought the boy deferved reward rather
than punifiment. He, however, be-
haved with greater {éverity towards the
game-keeper, whom he fummoned be-
fore him ; and after many reproaches,
paid him his wages, and difmiffed him
from his fervice. For he was of opini-
on, that there was a great difference be-
tween been guilty of a falfehood to ex-
cufe one’s felf, and to excufe another,
But the principal motive of his {everity,
was the fellow’s having bafely fuffered
poor Zom to undergo fo heavy a punifh-
ment for his fake, when he ouzht to
have prevented i, by making the dif-
covery himfelf. :

Mrs. Blifi/ had thewed little affe@ion
for her fon, which was, perhaps, owing
to the averfion fhé had entertained for
her hufband, till a. reconciliation was
produced by death ; and on thefe youths

grow-
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growing up, fhe apparently difcovered a
greater regard for Zom, which Mr, 4/l
averthy no fooner perceived, than poor
Fonmes began to fink in his affetions, as
he rofe in her’s. :

The little horfe Tom had received for
{fmart-money, he kept fomewhat above
a year, znd then riding to a neighbour-
ing fair,y fold him. At his return,
Thwackum infifted on knowing what he
had done with the money, but Tom
would not tell him, on which Thawackurr
declared that he would have it out of his
breech, a place to which he always ap-
plied for information on every doubtful
occafion. ~ Poor Tom was therefore
mounted on a footman’s back ; but at
this inftant Mr. A/lworthy entering the
room, gave him a reprieve, and taking
him into another apartment, put the
fame queftion to him which Thavackum
had afked before. Dear Sir, faid he, I
know the obligations I bave to you, and
fhould deteft myfelf, if I thought my
heart capable of ingratitude. Could the
little horfe you gave me{peak, he would
tell you how fond I was of your pre-

fent. It went to my heart to part with
him,
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him, nor would I have fold him upeon
any other account, and were you in my
cafe, you would have done the fame’:
For none ever {o {enfibly felt the mif-
fortunes of others ; and -what, dear Sir,
would you feel, if you thought yourfelf
the occafion ? Indeed Sir, never was
any mifery like theirs Like whofe,
child, ? what do you mean ? replied
Mr. Al'worthy. O Sir, anfwered 7om,
your poor game- keeper, with his large
family, have ever fince you turned him
away, been perifhing with cold and hun-
ger. I could not bear to {ee them na-
ked and ftarving, while I knew myfelf
the occafion of all their fufferings.
Then burfting into tears, he added, Sir,
I parted with your dear prefent to fave
them from deftrution, notwithftanding
all the value I had for it, and they have
all the money.  The tears ftarted into
Mr., Allworthy’s eyes, and he ftood fi-
lent 5 but prefently difmiffed him with
a gentle rebuke, telling him for the fu-
ture, to apply to him in cafes of diftrefs,
rather than to make ufe of extraordinary
means to relieve them. -

Soon
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Soon after an action was brought by
"fquire Weflern againit the game-keeper,
which was a moft unfortunate circum-
ftance, as it prevented Mr. Allvarthy
from reftoring him to his favour : For
one evening that gentleman walking out
with Mafter B/ifi/ and young Fores, the
latter artfully drew him to black George’s
houfe, where his wife and children were
found in all the mifery with which cold,
hunger, and nakednefs can affe& hu-
man creatures. Mr. Allworthy was fil-
led with pity, and immediately gave the
mother a couple of guineas! on which
the poor woman burft into tears, and
while fhe was thanking him, could not
refrain from expreffing her gratitude to
Tom, who fhe faid, had preferved both
_ her and her’s from ftarving, and that
they had not had a morfel to eat, nor a
rag to put on, but what they had ob-
tained from his goodnefs. ~ On their way
home, Tom exerted all his eloquence ta
difplay the wretchednefs of thefe people,
and the penitence of black George 5 and
met with fuch fuccefs, that Mr. 4//-
worthy promifed to forgive him, and
think of fome means of?providing for
him
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him and his family. At this news Zom
was fodelighted, that though it was dark,
when they returned home, he could not
help going back a mile, to acquaint the

oor woman with the joyful tidings.
But black George’s ill fortune, made unfe
of the very opportunity of 7oz7's abfence
to defeat his intentions.

Mafter B/ifil, though he had kept fi-
lence in Tom’s prefence, could not bear
to think of hisuncle’s conferring favours
on the undeferving, and - therefore in-
formed his uncle of the following cir-
cumftance. Before 7o had fold the
horfe, the game-keeper pafiing through
a field belonging to Mr. #eftern, elpied
a hare fitting in her form, and being in
' want of bread, had bafely and barba-
roufly knocked the hare on the head,
and {old her to a higgler, who being ta-
ken up feveral months after, was oblig-
ed to make his peace with the "{quire by
becoming evidence againft fome poach-
ers ; and therefore fixed upon black
George, as the beft facrifice he could
make, on account of his having fupplied
him with no game fince. Mafter B/ifi/,
in telling this ftory, had forgot the di-

flancg

-
-~
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france of the time ; he alfo varied in the
manner of the faét ; and by the addition

of thefingle letter §, confiderably altered

the flory ; for he faid that Giorpe had
wired hares, But thefe alterations might
have been fet right, had not Mafler Bi:-

ity before he revealed the aftair, infifted

on My, Aljworthy's promifing him fe-

crecy. '

T he joy of thefe poor people was but
fhott-lived ; for the next morning Mr.
Allworthy declared, that he had frefh
reafon for his anger, and forbad Tom to
mention George any more, whom he
would leave to tiie law, though he would
endeavour to keep his family from flar-
ving. - Bat Tom’s friendhip was not to
be tired out by difappointments, and he
refolved to try ancther method of pre-
ferving the fellow from ruin. He had
lately grown very intimate with Mr.
Wefiern, to whom he had recommended
himlelf, by leaping over five-barred
gates, and other acts of frortmanthip.
Hence he was a moft welcome gueft at
his table, and a favoutite companion in
his fport; and every thing which the

b *fquire
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*fquire held moft dear, as his guns, dogs,
and horfes; were as much at Fowes's
command, as if they had been his own.
He had alfo fome influence on the *{quire’s
daughter ; a young lady poflefied of
many accomplithments.

Sophia, who was Mr. iWeflern’s only
child, was of about feventcen years of
age, and was of a middle fze, or rather
inclining to tall, with a4 fhape exad,
and extremely delicate. ~ She had a fine
face ; her eye brows were full, even,
and arched, and her black eyes had a
luftre, which all her foftnefs could not
extinguifh. Hernofe was exa@ly regular,
and her mouth, in which were two rows
of ivory, was extremely beautiful. Her
cheeks were oval, and in her right fhe
had a dimple, which the leaft {mile dif-
covered. Her chin had its fhare im
forming the beauty of her face. As te
her complexion, (it had rather more of
the lilly than of the rofe ; but when her
natural colour was increafed by exercife
or modefty, no vermillion could equal it,
Her neck was long and finely turned.
and the fineft cambrick might be fuppof-
ed from envy to cover that bofom, which

1 Was
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was much whiter than itfelf. Hermind
was every way equal to her perfon, and
rendered her completely lovely. Her
£ather was fonder of her than of any o-
ther humancreature.  To her, therefore,
- Fom Foncsapplied in behalf of the game-
skeeper. 1y, - : 3
In order to thew the propriety of Tor’s
condudt, it may be proper to mention
fome circumftances previous to this af-
fair. 'The different tempers of Mr. 4//-
sworthy and Mr. Weflern, did not admit
of a very intimate correfpondence ; yet
as they lived apon a decent foeting, the
young people of both families had been
acquainted from their infancy. Zom,
when very young, had prefented Sophia
with a little bird, which he had taken
from the neft, nurfed up, and taught to
fing. « Sophia, who was then about thir-
teen years old, was fo extremely fond of
this bird, that her chief pleafure was to
feed and tend it, by which means little
Tozmy,for fo the bird was called, became
fo tame, that it would feed out of her
hand, perch upon her finger, and lie
contented in her bofom, though fhe al- .
ways kept a fmall firing about its leg.
el B2 On¢
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One day when Mr, Al/worthy and his
family dined at Mr, Weffern’s, Maller
B/ifil being in the garden with little So-
phia, and obfesving the extraordinary
fondnefs fhe fhewed for her bird, defired
her to truft it for 2 moment in his hands,
Sophia  prefemly complied with the
young gentleman’s requeft, and after
fome preyious caution, delivered him
her bird, which he had no {ooner in his
pofieflion, than flipping the ftring from
its leg, he tofled it into the air, and the
foolifh animal, forgetting all the favours
it had received from Sophia, flew diret-
ly from her, and perched on a bough at
fome diftance,

Sophia immediately fcreamed out fo
loud, that Tom Fomes, who was a little
diftant, inflantly ran-to her afiifiance,
and was no fooner informed of what hid
‘happened, then calling B/ifil a pitifui,
malicious rafeal, he firipped off his coat,
and climbed the tree, to which the bird
‘had efcaped. He had almoft recovered
his little name-fake, when the branch
'on which it was perched, and that ex-
. tended over a canal, broke, and the

poor boy was foufed over head and ears
1N
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in the water, Ssphia apprehending his
life to be in danger, fcicamed ten times
louder than before, and was alfo fecond-
ed by Mafter B/iil. 'The company,
who were fitting in a room next the gar-
den, being inflantly aiarmed, came all
running ; but jult as they had reached
the canal, the wates being pretty fhal-
Yow, Tom reached the fhore.  Mr. /.
worthy immediately afked Mafter B/ifi/
the reafon of this diflurbance, when he
anfwered, that he had Mifs Sophia’s bird
in his band, and thinking the poor crea-
ture languifbed for liberty, he could not
foiber giving it what it defired ; but that
if he had imagined Mifs Sophiz would
have been fo concerned at it, he would
never have dene it ; nor would he, if
he bad kaown what would have hap-
pened to the poor bird ; for which Ma-
fter Jones who had climbed up the tree
alter it, fell into the water. the bird
took a fecond flight, ard prefently a

nafly bawk carried it away. '
Sephia, on hearing of her Tommy's
fate, which her concern for Fines had
prevented her feeing, fhed a fhower ot
tears, when Mr. Allavortly endeavoured
J 3 (@
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to remove her grief by promifirg her a
much finer bird ; but fhe faid fhe would
never have another. Her father blamed
her immoderate grief ; but told young
RIifil, that was he his fon, his backfide
thould fmart for it.

From this time Sophia began to have
fome little kindnefs for Tom 7 ones, and
no little averfion for B/ifil. Sheobferv-
ed that though Zom was an idle,
thoughtlefs, ratling rafcal, he was no
bodies enemy but his own s and that
Mafter Blifil, though a prudent, dif-

creet, fober young gentleman, was, at
the fame time, extremely mercenary and
felfith - After this event, Sopbia had been
abfent upwards of three ycars with her
aunt, who tool care of her education.
The young lady was now ieturned to
her father, ‘who gave her the command
of his houfe. She flill confidered Tosm,
who was at this time about twenty years
of age, as a youth of a noble fpirit,
while the had a very contemp:ible opi-
nion of B/ifil. 'Things were m this fitu-
ation, when 7om, one afternoon, find-
ing Sophia alone, began with a ferious
face to inform her, that he had a favour
to
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to afk, which he hoped her good nature
would comply with. The young lady,
perhaps fufpeéted, he intended to make
love to her ; for her colour forfook her
eheeks, and her limbs trembled ; but he
foon relieved her from her perplexity,
by informing her of his requett, which
~was to folicit her interet on behalf of
zhe game-keeper, whofe own ruin, and
that of a large family, muft be.the con-
sequence of her father’s continuing his
profecution againft him. ;

- Yhe young lady inftantly recovered

from her confufion, and with a fmile

full -of f{weetnefs, told him, fhe would
do it with all her heart, and that fhe

weally pitied the poor fellow, and had

glie day before fent a {mall matter to his

wife, Emboldened with this fuccefs,
Tom refolved to puth the matter ftill far-
gher, and begged that fhe would recom-

mend him to her father’s fervice. This

fhe promifed to attempt, and to do what-
ever the could for the poor fellow, con -
cluding, that in return, fhe had a favour
1o afk of him. Tom expreffed the joy’
fhe had given him, and taking her hand,
protefted, that he would facrifice his life
to
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to oblige her, and eagerly kiffid it,
The bloed, which had before forfaken
her cheeks, ‘now rufhed over her face
and neck with fuch violence, that ihey
were tinged with fearlet, She now, for
the firft time, felt a fenfation, to which
fhe had been before a firanger, Asfoon
as fhe counld recover herfelf, fhe told liim,
that the favour fhe had to requeit, was,
not to lead her father through fo many
dangers in hunting ; for, whenever they
went out together, fhe was under the
moft dreadful apprehenfions, and ex-
petted to fee him fome time or oiher
brought home with broken limbs, She
therefore defired, that for her {ake, he
would be more cautions 3 and as he
well knew Mr. #eflern would follow
him, not to ride fo madly, nor to take
thofe dangerous lecaps fer the future.
Tom faithiully promifed to obey her
commands ; and after returning ber his
thanks, took his lcave, and went away
highly charmed with his {uccefs.

Every afterncon it was Mr. Weflern’s
cuftom, as{oon as he grew tipfey, ta en-
gage his daughter, to play to him on
the harpfichord ; for he was a great

lover



[57]

lover of mufic, bar his favourite tunes
wese Loblbing - Fone, St. George he was
Jor England, Cld Sir Simon the King,
.and the like ; for though bis daughter
was a perfeCt mifirefs of mufick, and
would never willingly have played any
byt Handell’s, yet fne bad learned thofe
tunes to oblige him., She would, how-
ever, now and then, endeavour to lead
him into her own tafte; and when
he reqnired the repetition of his bal-
lads, would ofien defire Lim to: let her
play fomething elfe. This evening,
however, when he had retired from his
bottle, withoutany folicitation, fhe played
all his favourites three times over, which
fo pleafed the ’fquire, that, flarting
from his couch, he gave her a kifs,
and {fwore her band was vaftly improv-
ed, She took tisis epportunity to make
good Ker promile to Tom, in which
the had fuch fuccefs, thar the 'fquire
declared, if fhe would give him the
other bout of O/ &ir Simon, he would
give the game keeper his deputation
the next morning. Sir Simon was play -
ed again and again, till the charms of
the mufick foothed the gentleman to

fleep.
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fleep.  Sophia did not fail the next
morning to remind him' of his promife ;
and his attorney was inftantly fent for,
and he being ordered to ftop any far-
ther proceedings, the fellow was made
Mr. Weflern’s game keeper, :
" om’s fuccefs made great noife, fome
-applauding it as an aé of good-nature,
and others obferving, that it was no
wonder, that one idle fellew fhould
love another. B/ifi/ reprefented it, as
flying in Mr. A/lworthy’s face, and de-
clared, with great concern, that it was
impoffible to find any other motive for
doing good to fuch a wretch; and
Thwackum declared himfelf of the fame
opinion. - Mr. Allwvortky was not, how-
ever, moved by the invidious turn they
‘gave it ; for he declared himfelf well fa-
tisfied with what Foxes had done, and
added, that the perfeverance and inte-
grity of his friendfhip was highly com-
mendable.

CHAP,
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Tom breaks his Arm in faving Mifs
Sophia’s Life. He lives till his drm
is cured at Mr. Wettern’s. The Man-
ner in awhich be [pends his Time there.

. He and the young Lady become acquaint-

ed with each other’s Paffion.

S Mr. Weftern’s fondnefs for Sophia
A daily increafed, he became un-
willing to leave her company ; and as
be was equally fond of hunting, he con-
trived to enjoy both thefe pleafures toge«
ther, by infifting on her riding a hunting
with him. Though Sophiz had not the
leaft delight in a {port, which was of too
vough and mafculine a nature, to fuit
with her difpofition, yet fhe readily com-
plied with his defires ; for his word was
a law to her; and fhe hoped, by herx
prefence, to reftrain his impetuofity, and
prevent his' fo frequently hazarding his
neck.

One
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One day, when they were retusning
from the chace, and fhe was arrived
within'a fmall diftance of Mr. Fefiern’s
houfe, her horfe, whofe mettlelome
{pirit required a better rider, began to
prance and caper, in fuch a manner,
that fhe was in the greateft danger of
falling. Tom Fones, wiho faw this,
galloped vp to her afiifance, leaped
from his horfe, and caught bold of
hers by the bridle; when the unruly
beaft rearing himfelf on his hind legs,
threw his lovely busthen, and Tom hap-
pily caught her in his arms.

Sophia was in fuch a fright, that fhe
was not immediately able to fatisly
her deliverer, whether fhie had receiv-
ed any hurt. She, however, foon af-
ter secovered her {pirits, and thanked
him for the care he had taken of her,
Sores replied, If I have preferved you,
madam, I am fufficiently repaid; for I
affure you, I would have fecured you
from the leaft harm, at the expence of a
much greater misfortunc to myfelf than
I have fuffered, What misfortunc, re-
turned Sopbiz, cagerly 1~ Don't be con-
cémed, madam, an{wered Foner, * hea-

ven
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ven be praifed, you have efcaped fo
well, confidering the danger you were
in; I confider my breaking my arm as
-a trifle, in comparifon of what I feared
on your account. Broke your arm !
Heaven forbid, cried Sophia ! 1T am a-
fraid [ have, Madam, {faid Fexes ; but
I have a right hand at your {ervice, to
help you into the next field, whence we
have but a thort walk to your father’s
houfe. - The lovely Sophia feeing his
Ift arm dangling by Hhis fide, while he
was leading her with the other, turned
pale, and trembled, fo that 7 ozes could
{carce fupport her ; and fhe could not
refrain from giving him a look fo full of
tendernefs, that it feemed to exprefs e-
ven more than gratitude and pity alone
could excitein the gentleft female bofom,
My. Heffern, who had been alarmed by
meeting his daughter’s horfe without its
rider, now returned with the reft of the
horfemen, when S8ophia informing him
of Mr. Jones’s misfortunes begged him
to take care of him. He was overjoyed
to find her unhurt, and cried, I am glad
it is no worfe. If Zom has broken his
arm, we will get a joiner to mend it

G again !
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again | The >(quire then alighted from
his horfe, and proceeded with them on
foot to his own houfe. An impartial
fpeftator, on viewing their {everal coun-
tenances, would have concluded, that
Sophia alone was the objett of compafii-
on : For Fones exulted in his having
probably faved the life of the young
lady, at the expence only of a broken
bone, while Mr. Weftern, though not
unconcerned at Fozes’s accident, was
alfo greatly delighted at his daughter’s
efcape. It is, however, certain, that
thisaccident had a great effe@ on Sophia,
for the generofity of her temper conftru-
ed this behaviour into great bravery, and
made a deep impreflion on her heart.
At this very time the charming Sophia
made no lefs impreflion on the heart of
Fones, who had for fome time become
fenfible of her irrefiftable power.

On their entering Mr. W7effern’s hall,
Sophia, who had tottered along with
great difliculty, {funk down in a chair ;
but by the help of hartfhorn and water,
was prevented from fainting, and had
pretty well recovered her fpirits, when

the
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the furgeon, who was fent for to Fones,
appeared. = The ’fquire, who imputed
thefe fymptoms to her fall, advifed her
being prefently let blood, in which he
was feconded by the furgeon. . The la-
dy, though fhe at firft offered fome ob-
jections, foon yielded to her father’s
command, The furgeon imputing the
backwardnefs fhe had fhewn to her
fears, aflfured her, that there was
not the leaft danger, and Sophiz de-
clared, that fhe was not under any ap-
prehenfions ; adding that if he opened
- an artery, fhe would forgive him.
On which #efiern fwore, that he would
not, and that if he did her the leaft
mifchief, he would have his heart’s
blocd. The furgeon affented to bleed
her upon thefe conditions, and perform-
ed the operation with great dexterity
and quicknefs ; and her arm was no
{fooner bound up, than fhe resired ; for
fhe could not bear to be prefent at the
operation on Foncs. One objeion fhe
had to bleeding, though fhe did not
make it, was the delay it would occafion
to {etting the broken bone; but when
G 2 fhe
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fhe was concerned, Mr. Weflern had no
confideration for any.but her.

The furgeon having caufed his pati-
ent to be firipped to his thirt, and bared
the arm, began to ftretch and exa-
mine, in fuch a manner, that the tor-
tures he put him to, caufed him to make
feveral wry faces, at which the furgeon
feemed furprized, and declared it was
impoffible for him to hart him. Then
holding forth the broken arm, he held
a long and learned letture, in which fim-
ple and double frattures were accurately
confidered. At length, having finifhed
his laboured harangue, which raifed the
_ attention and admiration of the audieace,
though they did not underftand a fingle
word, he proceeded to bufinefs, and Mr.
Fones’s arm being fet, he was ordered
to bed ; which Mr. Weftern compelied
him to accept at his own houfe.

Mr. Fozes had many vifiters during
his confinement. Mr. Allzvorthy faw
him almoft every day ; but though
he pitied his fufferings, and highly ap-
proved the gallant behaviour which oc-
cafioned them, yet he thought this a
favourable opportunity to bring him to

a fenfe
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a fenfe of fome follies, which he had
committed.  But this was done in the
mildeft and tendereft manner. M.
Blifil vifited his friend Fones but fel-
dom, ard neveralone.  He, however,
profefled much regard for him, and
great concern at his misfortune. ~ As for
fquire Weflern, he was feldom ouat of
the fick room, except when he was en-
gaged, either in the field, or over his
bottle ; nay, he would fometimes have
his beer brought into the room ; and it
was not without difficulty he was pre-
vented from forcing Fones to drink with
him ; for no quack ever held his no-
ftrum to be a more general Panacea
than thie, which; he faid, had more
virtue in it, than was in all the phy-
fick in an apothecary’s fhop. But it
was impoflible to hinder him from fe-
renading his patient every hunting morn-
ing with the horn under his window ;
nor did he ever lay afide the hallow,
with which he entered into all compa-
nies, when he’ vifited Fonmes, without
confidering whether he was afleep or
awzlke, This boifterous behiviour, was,
however, abundantly compenfated, as

3 {oon
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foon as he was able to fit up, by the
company of Sophia, whom the ’fquire
brought to vifit him; nor was it long
before Fones was able to attend her to
the harpfichord, where fhe kindly con-
defcended, for hours together; to charm
him with the moft delicious mufick, ex-
cept when the ’‘fquire infifted on 8ir
Simon, or {ome other of his old favou-
rite tunes, :

Though Sophia endeavoured to fet
the niceft guard on her behaviour, fhe
could not avoid letting fome appea:ances
flip- forth ; and what her lips conceal-
ed, her eyes, her blufhes, and many
hittle involuntary aétions, betrayed. One
day, Mrs. Honor coming into the room,
entertained him with talking of her mif-
trefs, and reminded him that he had
fome time before taken up a muff which
the young lady had given to her, and
putting his hands into it, had kifled it
with great fervour. This circam-
ftance fhe acknowledged fhe had told
to. her lady, and added, that a day or
two after, Sophia quarrelled with her
new muff, gave it to her, took the
old one ; and wore it conftantly upon

' her
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her arm. This converfation, fo pleaf-
ing to Mr. Fones, was interrupted by
Mr Weftern, who came tc fummoen him
to the harpfichord. Sophia looked that
evening with more than ufual beauty,
and it- was no {mall addition to her
charms, in Mr, Fones’s eye, that fhe
had now that very muff on her right
arm. But- as fhe was playing one of
her father’s favourite tunes, and he was
leaning on her chair, the muff falling
over her fingers, put her out, which fo
difconcerted the ’{quire, that he fnatch-
ed it from her, and with a hearty curfe,
threw it into the fire, Sophia inftantly
ftarted up, and with the utmoft eager-
nefs, recovered it from the flames.
Trifling as this incident was, it had a
violent effe¢t on poor Foumes. Sophia
took ahfolute pofleflion of his heart.
He plainly faw the tender fentiments
fhie had . for him, and in return, loved
her with an unbounded pafiion.
Yet the aflurance ‘of its being return-
ed, could not leflen his defpair of ob-
taining the confent of her father, nor the
horror and averfion he felt at the very
idea of gaining her by any bafe or

0GR treachercus
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treacherous method. He nbow, there-
fore, refolved to conceal his paflion,
and appearcd more referved than cver,
to Sophia ; but nature took equal pains
to reveal his love. At her approach,
he grew pale, and if it was f{udden,
flarted.  If his eyes accidentally met
hers, the blood rufhed into his cheeks.
If common civility obliged him to
fpeak to her, his tongue was fure to
falter ; and if any difcourle tended,
however remotely, to raife the idea of
love, an involuntary fizh feldom failed
to fteal from his botom
Thefe {fymptoms did net efcape the
notice of Soplia, who foon perceived
the agitations in Fomes’s mind, and
was at no lofs to difcover the caufe.
This highly endeared him to her, and
raifed in her mind two of the beft affec-
tions, efteem and pity ; for fure the
moft outrageoufly rigid among her fex,
will excufe her for pitying a man, whom
the faw miferable on her account ; nor
can they blame her for efteeming one
who vifibly, from the moft honourable
motives, endeavoured to fmother 2 flame
that was preying on his own heart.
Thus
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T'hus his backwardnefs, his fhinning
her, his coldnefs, and his filence, were
the forwardeft, the moft diligent, the
warmeft, and moft eloquent advocates;
and fhe foon felt for him all thofe ten-
der fenfations, that can poflefs a virtuous
and elavated female mind.

This young couple one day acci-
dentally met in the garden, at the end of
two walks that were bounded by that
canal, in yehich Mr. Fones had formerly
rifqued drowning, to .recover Sophia’s
little bird. They were almoft clofe
together, . before either . of them
knew of the other’s approach. When
Mr. Yones had a’ little recovered bis
firft {urprize, he accofted the young
lady with the ordinary forms offalutation,
which fhe, in the fame manner, re-
turned, and their converfation, as afual,
bégan on the beauty of the morning:
When they came to the tree whence he
had fallen into the canal, Sopkia could
not help reminding him of that accident;
and added, I fancy Mr. Jones, you have
forme litt'e thuddering when you {ce that
. water: He dffuted her, that ‘the con-
cern fhe felt at the lofs of her little bird,

would
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would always appear to him the principal
circumftance in that adventure. Poor
little Zommy ! faid he, there is the branch
he ftood upon. How could the little
wretch have the folly to fly from that
- ftate of happinefs in which I had the
honour to place him ¢ His fate was a juft
Punifhment for his ingratitude. Upon
my word, Mr. Fones, returned the,
your gallantry very narrowly efcaped
as fevere a fate.  Sure the remembrance
muft affet you. Indeed madam, faid
“he, if I have any reafon to refle& on it
with forrow, it is, perhaps, that the
water was not a little deeper, by which
I might have efcaped many bitter heart-
achs that fortune feems to have in ftore
for me. Fy, Mr. Sones, faid Sophia,
this affected contempt of life is only an
excefs of that complaifance, by which
you would endeavour to leflen the oblj-
gation of having twice hazarded it for
my. fake. Beware the third time.
Thefe laft words the {poke with a fmile '
and inexpreflible foftnefs. Fones ob-
ferved, with a figh, that he feared it was
already too late for a caution ; and look-
ing tenderly and fledfafily on hcr,dad-
ed,
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ded, O Mifs Weftern, Can you defire
me to live ? Canyou wifh me {o ill ? So-
phia, cafting down her eyes, anfwered,
with fome hefitation, indeed, Mr. Foznes,
I-don’t with you ill. O 1 know toa
well that heavenly temper, returned he,
that divine goodnefs, which is beyond
every other charm., Nay, now, faid
the, I don’t underftand you———I can
ftay no longer. Fones oblerved, that
he would not be underflood, that he
knew not what he faid, and begged her
to pardon him, if he had faid any thing
to offend her. In return, fhe acknow-
ledged, that fhe was not offended, and
defired him to let her make the beft of
her way into the houfe, to which he
inftantly conducted her.

€ H AP
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M. Allworthy is taken ill, and the Be-
haviour of Mr., Bifil and Mr. Jones
oz that Occafion. - The Death of Mrs.
Bhfil.  Jones’s extravagant Behawvi-
our, on learning frim the Pbyfician,
that Mr. Allworthy was out of Dan-
ger. ‘

2HOUGH Mr. Jores’s arm had

r}_ been long cured, Mr. /Zgflern

became {o fond of him, that he was un-,

willing tolofe his company, and the youth
was eafily perfuaded to continue at his

houfe, which he fometimes did for a

fortnight together, without paying a

fingle vifit at Mr. Aliaorthy’s. That

gentleman had been, for fome days, in-

difpofed with a cold, attended with a

fight fever, which being neglecled, he

fever increafed fo miuch, as to oblge
him to feud for a phyfician, who, on
: hit
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his firft arrival, thook his head, with- -
ed that he had been fent for fooner, and
intimated, that he thought him in very
imminent danger. Mr. 4/awarthy hav-
ing fettled all his affairs in this world,
and being as well prepared as it was
poflible for human nature to be, for
the other, received this information
with great calmnefs and fincerity, and
immediately gave orders for all his
family to be fummoned round him.
None of them were abroad but
Mrs. Blifil, who had been fome time
in London, and Mr. Fones, who received
this fummons juft as Sophiz had left
him, and inflantly fepping into the
chariot that was fent for him, order-
ed ' the coachman to drive with all
imaginable hafte, the idea of Mr. 4//-
sworthy's danger driving all thoughts
of love out of his head.

The good man having now all his
family affembled- round his bed, fat up
in it, and was beginning to {peak, when
Blifil fell to blubbering, and began to
exprefs very loud and bitter lamentations.
Whereupon Mr. Allworthy fhaking him
by the hand, faid, Don’t grieve, thus my

A H dear
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. dear nephew, at the moft .common of
all human occurrences. When misfor-
tunes befall our friends, we are juftly
grieved, for thofe might frequently be.
avoided ; but death is certainly unavoid-
able, andis that common lot, in which
alone the fortunes of all men agree. It
is my fate to leave it in the evening of
“life ; but thofe who are taken away ear-
lier, have only loft a few hours, at the
beft, little worth lamenting ; which are
generally hours of labour and fatigue, of
pain and forrow. Grieve therefore no
more, my dear child, on this occafion
4n event which may happen every hour,
which every element, nay, almolt every
particle of matter that {furrounds us, 1s
capable of producing, and which muft,
and will, moft unavoidably, reach us at
laft, ought neither to occafion our fur-
prize, nor our lamentation.

My phyfician having informed me,
¢hat I am ‘in danger of leaving you all
very fhortly, T have determined to fay
a few words to you, at this our parting,
concerning my will, which, though I
have fettled long ago, I think proper
to mention fuch heads of it, as concern

any
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any of you. He then told Mr. Bif/,
that he had left him his whole efta‘e,
-except five hundred a year, and fome
fums of money. Then addrefling him-
felf to Mr. Fones, he told him, that he
had left him an eftate of five hundred a
year ; and as he knew the inconvenience
attending the want of ready money, had
added a thoufand pounds in fpecie. In
this, fays he, I know not whether I
have exceeded or fallen fhort of your ex-
pectations. You, perhaps, will think I
have given you too little, and the world
~will be as ready to cenfure me for giv-
ing you too much ; but the latter cen-
fure I defpife, and as to the former, it
muft be confefled,. that inftead of raifing
gratitude by voluntary aéts of bounty,
‘we are apt to raife demands that are
the moft boundlefs, and the' moft diffi-
cult to fatisfy. Pardon me the bare
mention of this, I will not {ufpe@ any
~{uch thing.

Fones threw himfelf at the feet of his
benefator, and  eagerly feizing his
hand, aflured him ' that ‘his goodnefs,
both now, and at all other times, had
fo infinitely exceeded, not only his me-

He'2 rit,
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#it, but his hopes, that no words could
exprefs his fenfe of it. And, I affure
you, Sir, added he, your prefent gene-
rofity has left me no other concern than
for the prefent melancholy occafion
O my friend ! my father! He counld
utter no more; but turned away hishead
to hide his tears. Mr. Alworthy,
fqueezing his hand, cried, I am con-
vinced, my child, that you have much
generofity and honour in your temper ;
if you will add to thefe prudence and
teligion, you mauft be happy. The for-
mer qualities make you worthy of happi-
nefs, but the latter alone, will put you
in pofleflion of it.

Here a footman came haftily into the
toom, and faid, there was an attorney
from Salifbury, who had a particular
meflage, which ke faid, he muft com-
municate to Mr. Allworthy himfelf.
‘That gentleman defired Mr. B/ifltofee
- what the gentleman wanted ; and ob-
ferving that he was fatigued, faid, he
fhould be now glad to compofe himfelf
a little, on which they left the room.

Fomes was the laft man who deferted
the room, whence he retired to his own

apartment,
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apartment, to give vent to his' concern 3
but the reftlefsnefs of his mind, not per -
mitting him~ to remain long there, he
flipt foftly to Mr. Alfworthy’s door,
where he liftened a confiderable time,
but heard nothing but a violent {noaring,
which his fears at laft, mifreprefented
as-groans, and at which he became {o
alarmed, that he could not forbear e n-
tering the room, where he found the
good man in a {weet compofed {lcep,
and his nurfe {fnoaring at the bed’s feet.
He immediately took the only method
of filencing her, and then fitting down
by her, remained motionlefs, till at
length, the Do¢tor and Mr. B/ifi/, en-
tered the room, when the former de-
clared, after feeling his patient’s pulle,
that he was much better, and that the
laft application had {ucceeded to a mi-
racle, fo that the danger appeared to be
over.

Mr. Allworthy had no fooner lified
up his, eyes, and thanked heaven for
thefe hopes of his recovery, than Mr.
Blifi/ drew near, and with a very de-
jected afpet, applied his bandkerchief
to his eyes, and informed his uncle,

2 that
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that his mother was dead at Salisbury ;
for having been feized on the road home
with the gout in her head and ftomach,
it had catried her off in a few hours.
Mr., Alavorthy received the news with
concern, with patience, and with refig~
nation, and dropping a tender tear,

cried the Lord’s Will be done in every

thiny.

. When Fones heard B/fi/ tell his un-
cle the above particulars, he could hard-

_ly contain his anger at the other’s indif-

cretion, efpecially as the Dottor thook
his head and expreffed his unwillingnefs

-to have it communicated to his patient ;

but foon finding that this news produced
no effe@, he {uffered his anger to die in
his bofom, without ever mentioning’ it
to Blifil. 'The phyfician, who dined
that day at Mr. 4/fwortby’s, having vi-
fited his patient after dinner, retarned
to the company, and told them he had
now the f{atisfaction to affure them, that
his patient was out of all danger ; and
as he had brought the fever to a perfect
intermifiion , he did not doubt, but that
by throwing in the bark, he fhould
prevent its retarn. At which Fores
was
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was fo tranfported, that hemight be juftly
faid to be drunk with joy, an intoxica-
tion which greatly forwards the effelts -
.of wine, and as he drank many bum-
pers to the Do&or’s health, as well as
other toafts, he foon became literally
drunk ; and having naturally wviolent
ammal {pirits, this produced moft extra-
vagant effeés: He kifled the Doélor,
protefting, that next to M. dlworthy,
he loved him better than any man liv-
ing. Do&or, added he, you deferve to
have your ftatue erected at the pub-
lick expence, for having preferved ‘a
‘man, who is not only the darling of
-all good men who know him, but a
bleffing ‘to fociety, the glory of his
country, an honour to human nature,
and whom I love better than my own
foul..  "More fhame for you, cried
Thwackum, though I think you have
reafon to love him ; for he has pro-
vided well for you. Fones, regarding
Thavackum with difdain, anfwered,
Does thy mean {oul imagine, that any
fuch confiderations could -weigh with
me ? No let the earth open and {wallow
her own dirt (if I had a million of
acres
I
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acres 1 would fay it) rather than fwal-
low up my dear glorious friend. The
Do&or now interpofed, and prevented
the effe@ts of a quarrel between Fomes
and Thewackum ; after which the for-
mer gave a loofe to mirth, and fung
“two or three amorous fongs ; and was
fo far from being difpofed to quarrel,
that ‘he was, if poflible, ten times bet-
ter humoured than when fober.

Mr. Blifif was, however, highly of-
fended with this behaviour, which he
bore with great impatience; as he juftly
thought it very indecent at this feafon,
when, as he faid, the houfe was a houfe
of mourning, on account of his dear
mother ; and if it had pleafed heaven
to give him fome profpect of Mr. A/
aworthy’s recovery, it would become him
better to exprefs the exultation of his
heart in thaok{giving, than in riotand
drunkennefs. ~ Fones being inftantly
ftruck with the juftnefs of the rebuke,
offered to fhake Mr. B/ifil by the hand,
and begged his pardon ; {aying, his
exceflive joy for Mr. Allworthy’s reco-
very, had driven every other thought
gut of his mind, BJf/, refufing his

hand,
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hand, obferved that he did not wonder
tragical fpeCtacles had no effeét on the
blind ; but for his part, he had the mif-
fortune to know who were his parents,
and could not help being affected with
_their lofs. At this, Fozes haflily leap-
ing from his chair, caught Biifil by
the collar, and calling him rafcal, afk-
ed him, if he infulted him with the
misfortunes of his birth # accompany-
ing thefe words with fuch rough ac-
tions, as roufed Mr. Blifil's temper,
and a {cuffle enfued, that might have
produced mifchief, had it not been pre-
vented by the interpofition of Thwack-
um and the phyfician ; on which they
vented their wrath in threats and defi-
ance ; but at length, by the mediation
of the neutral parties, a truce was agreed
on, and the whole company again fat
down at the table, where Jones being
prevailed on to afl pardon, and L/ifil @
give it, peace was reftosed.

GEL ALES
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A Propofal to marry Mifs Sophia to
Mr. BUifll.  That lady difcovers ber -
Paffion for Mr. Jones.  The unhap-
Py Confequences, with refpei to that
Lady.

T this time Mr. Weflern had, at

his houfe, his fifter, who had
{pent the greateft part of her time a-
bout the court, and was a perfeét mif-
trefs of manners, cuftoms, ceremonies,
and fathions, Befides, reading all the
modern plays, operas, oratorios, poems,
“and romances, in which the was a cri-
tick, this lady, who was an old maid,
made a difcovery of fomething in the
mind of Sophia ; and having taken it
into her head that the was in love with
Mr. B/ifil, refolved to communicate the

affair to her brother, and told him, that
‘ the
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fhe was never more deceived in her life,
if her niece was not defperately in love.
How, in love ! How, in love ! cries
Weftern, in a paflion, in love, without
acquainting me ! I’ll difinherit her, I'il
turn her ftark naked out of doors. Is
all my kindnefs vor ur, and vondaefs
come to this, to fall in love without
afking my leave! But you won’t, an-
fwered Mrs. Weflern, torn this daughter,
whom you love better than your own
foul, out of doors, before you krow
whether you fhall approve her choice.
Suppofe fhe {hould have fixed on the ve-
ry perfon whom you yourfelf wifh, I
hope you would not be angry then?
No, no; cries Weftern, if fhe marxies
the man I would ha’ her, {he may love
whom fhe pleafes. She then mentioned
Mr. Blifil, and related fome- circum-
ftances, which fhe imagined confirmed
her opinion 3 on which the '{quire ex-
prefled his fatisfaction, and added, that
he knew Sophiz wasa good girl, and
would not fall in love to make him
angry.
The ’fquire was fo impatient to com-
municate the propofal to Mr. A/Iu-artlby,r
that
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that Mrs. Weftern, had the utmoft diffi-
culty to prevent his vifiting that gentle-
~man, before he had recovered from his
illnefs. Mean while Sophia ‘having
from oblcure hints thrown out by her
aunt, fome apprehenfions of that lady’s
fufpeQing her pafion for Fones, fhe re-
folved to put an entire conftraint on her
behaviour ; and Mr. 4//worthy, as foon
as he was recovered, paying them a vi-
fit,“Soplia, while at dinner, addrefied
her whole dilcourfe. to Blifi], without
taking the leaft notice of Fones all day.
T'he *fquire was {o delighted with this
conduét, that inftead ofeating, he {pent
almolt the whole time of dinner, in con-
veying figns of his approbation, by winks
and nods to his {fifter. Dinner being over,
and Mr. Weflern thoroughly convinced of
the certainty of what his fifter had
told him, took Mr. Allwsorthy afide,
and very bluntly propofed the match
between Sophia and young Mr. Blifil.
Mr. Allwortky heard him  without
any vifible emotion, or alteration of
countenance ; but faid the alliance
was {uch, as he fincerely wifhed ; then
launched forth into very jult encomiums
| on
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on the young lady’s merit, acknowledg-
ed the offer to be advantageous in point
of fortune 5 and thanking him for his.
good opinion of his nepbew, concluded
with obfeiving, that he fhould be very
defious to compleat the affair, if the

yvoung people liked edch other. Mr,
- Wefierr, anlwered, patents were the beft
judges of proper matches for their chil-
dren, and that he fhould infift on the moft
refigned oberience from his daughter.
M. Allvorthy declared, that he had no
doubt, but that Mr. L/#/ would gladly
receive the offer, and made many €nlo-
giuins on Sophia, the’(quire only reply-
mg. I’ll fay 16 more——1I humbly hope
there’s no harm, that’s all — which he
repeated at leaft a hundred times before
they parted. A

- Mr. Allworthy had no {ooner treturned
home, than taking Mr. Blifil afide, he
communicated to him Mr. Weflern’s pro-
pofal, and at the fame titme let him
know, how agreeable this match would
be to himfelf.  B/ifil anfwered, that he
had net yet thought of matrimony, but
was 10 fenfible of his friendly and pater-
nal care, that he wotld inevery thing,
: I fubmit
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fubmit to his pleafure,  Mr. Allvorshy
being naturally a man of{pirit, was not
greatly pleafed with this cold anfwer s
and could not help launching forth in the
praifes of Mifs Sgphia, and exprefling his
furprize at a young man’s heart bein
infenfible to the force -of fuch charms,
unlefs influenced by a prior affeion.
Blifil aflured him that was not the cafe,
and then difcourfed {o wifely on love and
marriage, as to convince his uncle, that
he had that efteem for her, which in {o-
ber and virtuous minds, is the {ure foun-
dation of friendfhip and love.

Meanwhile Mzis. Weflern entered So-
phia’s chamber, and after fome intro-
du&ory difcourfe, entered on the fubjelk
of love, told her, fhe had not a thought
which fhe was not thoroughly acquaint-
ed with ; for though fhe had been able
to impofe on her father, fhe could not
impofe on her ; and feeing her blufhes,
told her, it was nota paflion fhe need be
athamed of—— It was a paffion fhe her-
felf approved, and had already obtained
her father’s approbation of it, and that
very afternoon her father had appointed
her to fe¢ her lover. He is a charming

fellow,
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f-llow, added fhe, that’s the truth on’t.
Nay, I will own, anfwered Sophia, 1
know none with fuch perfections, fo
brave, and yet {o gentle; {o witty, yet
fo inoffenfive ; fo humane, fo genteel,
45 handfome ! What fignifies his being
bafe born, when compared with qualifi-
cations like thefe ? Bafe born ! What do
you mean ? {aid the aunt; Mr. Blifil
bafe ‘born ! Sophia turned pale, faintly
repeating the word, ‘Blifil ! Mr. Blifil,
aye, Mr. Biifil, cried Mus. Weftern, of
. whom elfe have we been talking? Good
Heavens, returned Sophia, ready to fink,
of Mr. Fones I thought. I am fure, 1
kuow of no other who deferves——1I
proteft, cries the aunt, you frighten me ;
15 it poflible you can think of difgracing
your family, by an alliance with 2 Baf-
zard » If you have not fenfe fufficient to
réftrain. fuch monftious - inclnations, I
thought the pride of our family, would
have prevented your giving the leaft en-
couragement to fo bafe an affeétion 3
much lefs did I imagine, you would ever
have the affurance to own it to my face.
What I have faid, Madam, anfwered
Sophia, you have extorted from me;

e and
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and whatever were my thoughts of that
poor unfortunate man, I intended to
have carried them with me to my grave,
—ta that grave, where I now fipd
am only to ieek repofe. And | wouid
rather, cried her annt, in a violent rage,
follow you to your grave, than I would
{ee you difgrace yourfe!f and your family
by fuch a match. Here fhe run on far
a full quarter of an hour, and at 48 con-
cluded, with threatning to g0 immedi-
ately and acquaint her brother. At this
Sophia threw herfelf at her feet, ard
feizing her hands, begged her, with
tears, to conceal what the h'd drawn
from her ; urging the violence of her
father’s temper, and protefting, that fhe
would never do any thing to oferd him.
Mis. Weftern ftood for a moment, logk-
ing at her, and having recolletted her-
{elf, told her, that on one confideration,
the would Keep the feciet, which sas,
her promifing to entertain My, L4t
that very afternoon as her lover. ‘i'o
this, Sophia was obliged to coufent, and
Mrs. Weftern having aflured her, that
the match was fully ag eed upon, nothing
could or thould prevewt it.
In
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In the afternoon, Mr. Weflern, for
the firft time, informed his daughter of
kis intention, telling her, he knew fhe
had heard of it before from her aunt,
Sophia looked very grave, and could not
prevent tears from ftealing from her eyes.
Come, come, faid Mr. Weftern, none of
- your maidenifh airs. Mr. BJf/ is a
brifk young man, and will foon put an
end to your {queamifhnefs. Come, cheer
up, cheer up, I expet #n every minute.
Soplia refolved to go through that difa-
greeable afternonn, with as muach refo-
lation zs poflible, without giving her fa-
ther the leaft {ufpicion.

Scon after, Mr. B/if arrived, and
L. Wefiern withdrawing, left the young
couple together.  After a long filence of
near a quarter of an hour, he broke into a
torrent of far fetched, high ftrained com-
pliments, which Sophia anf{wered, by
down-caft looks; half bows, and civil
monofyllables, B/ifil took this behavi-
our for a modeft aflent to his courtthip,
and when, to fhorten a fcene which was
painful to Ler, the rofe and left the room,
he impited that too, merely to bafhful
nois, and comforted himfelf that he fhould

Acel iR {fcon



A S

[ 90] _

foon have enough of her company : For
he concluded, her behaviour was like
that of all ather young ladies on a firfk
vifit from her lover ; and it entirely an-
fwered his expeations. 3
Mr. Wefiern, taking care to meet him

as he went out, found him fo{atisfied with
his reception, that he began to caper and
dance about the hall, for he never had
the leaft command of his pafiions : and
after many. hearty embraces, he went in
queft of his daughter, whom he no foon-
er found, than he poured forth the moft
extravagant raptures, bidding her choofe
what clothes and jewels fhe pleafed, and
declared, that he had no other ufe for
his fortune, but to make her happy.
He then carefled her again and again,
called her by the moft endearing names,
and protefted fhe was the only joy he had
on earth. « Sophia, obferving her father
“in this fit of affeCtion, “of waich fhe did
not know the caufe, thought fhe fhould
never have a better opporfunity of open-
ing her mind than at prefent ; therefore,
after thanking him for all his profcflions
of kindnefs, fhe added, and is-it poflible
my papa can be fo good, as to placela'll
1is
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his joy in his Sephia’s happinefls ? which
W eftern having confirmed by agreat oath
and a kifs, fhe then laid hold of his hand,
and falling on her knees, afier the warm-
eft profeflion of duty, begged him not to
make her the moft miferable creature on
earth, by forcing her to marry a man
whom fhe detefied. O Sir, continued
fhe, not only your poor Sephy’s happinefs,
but her very life depends on your grant-
ing this requeft. I can’t live with Mr.
Blifil. - To force me into this marriage,
would be killing me. You can't Lve
with Mr. Bif/ ! Then you may die
if you pleafe, cried he, {purning her from
him. O Sir, cried Sophia, catching hold
of the fkirt of his coat, can you be un-
.moved while you fee your Sophy in this
condition? Can the beft of fathers kill
me by the moft painful, cruel, lingering
death ? Pooh! pooh! cried the *quire,
all ftuff and nonfence, all maidenifh tricks.
Kill you, indeed ! Will marriage kill
‘you ? O Sir, anfwered Sophia, fuch a
marriage 1s worfe than death. I hate
and deteft him. ————1If you hate an’
aever fo much, cries Weftern, you fhall
ha” un. T amrefolved upon the match ;
and
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and unlefs you confent toit, I'il not giva
you a groat ; not a fingle farthing : No,
though I faw you flarving in the fireet,
1 would not give you a morfe] of bread,
and {o I'll leave you to confider of it,
He then broke from her with fuch vio-
lence, that her face dafhed againft the
floor, and burft dire&ly out of the room,
leaving the poor lady proftrate on the
ground.

On Mr. Weftern’s entering the hall,
he found Fones, to whom he lamented
the mifery of all fathers, who were
fo unfortunate as to have daughters ;
then bidding him go and try what he
could do wirh her, in perfuading her to
marry B/ifi/, {wore many dreadful oaths,
that unlefs fhe confented to the match,
he would turn her out of dcors.

Mr. Fones, on entering the room,
found Ler rifen from the floor, with the
tears trickling from her eyes, and the
blood running from Ler lips. ‘He ran
to her, and with a voice of mingled ten-
dernefs and terror, endeavoured to give
her comfort. He addrefled her with
the utmoft tendernefs, while fhe entreared
him to leave her, and in return, he let

her
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her kmow that he hud been fent by het
father to be an advocate for his odious
rival ; and prevajled on her to promife
that fhe would never give herfelf to
Blifl,

Soon after Fones had left Mr. Weftern,
his fifter came to him, and was {oon in-
formed of all that had pafled between
her brother and Sophiz ;3 on which fhe
told him of her being in love with Fozes.
At this he feemed as if thunder-ftruck,
and ftood for fome time flent ; then dif-
charged a volley of oaths and imprecati-
ons ; after which he procceded hattily
to the apartment where he expefted to
find the lovers, roaring at every ftep, his
mtentions of revenge.

The Iovers ftood filent and trembling ;
when hearing the noife of Mr. Weftern,
who came fwearing, curfing, and vowing
the deftru@ion of Fozes, the turned pale 5
and on the {quires burfling open the
‘door, he beheld an obje®, which inftant-
ly fufpended all his fory. This was the
ghattly appearance of Sophia, who had
fainted away in her lover’s arms, which
My. Weftern no fooner faw, than he
roared for help with the utmoit violence 3

ran
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van firft to bis daughter, then back to the
door, calling for water, and then back
again to Sophia. Mrs. Weflern and the
fervants foon came to her afiitance, with
water and cordials, which were applied
with fuch fuccefs, that in a few miinutes,
Sophia returned to life, and was prefent-
ly led off by her own maid and Mrs.
Weftern. 'The’{quire now relapfing inte
- his former phrenzy, a battle muft have
enfued, had not parfon Supple held the
fquire.  Fomes had advanced in a very
fappliant manner to Mr. Weffern, whom
the parfon held in his arms, begging him
to b’g pacified. I will have {ausfaction
o’thee, cried the ’{quire, fo doff thy
clothes, and Ll lick thee aswell as wait
ever lick’d in thy life. He then be-
{pattersd the youth with abundance of a~
bufive language, and ordered him to kifs
a part we don’t think proper to mention.
Fones calmly anfwered, This ufzge, Sir,
may, perhaps, cancel the obligations you
have conferred on-me, but I will not be
provoked by your abufe, to lift my hand
againft Sophia’s father. At thefe words,
the ’{quire grew {till more outragcous,
fo that the parfon begged Fones to re-

tire,



Losd

tite, and to defer what he had to fay id
his own behalf to fome other opportu-
nity. Fomes accepted this advice, and
- immediately departed ; when the ’fquire
baving regained the liberty of his hands;
declared, that he fhould certainly have
beat out the rogue’s brains, and 'that
it would have vexed ohe confoundedly
to have been hanged for {uch a rafcal.

e i o oo
C HAP VII.

Mr. Allworthy being exafperated by I,
Weltern and Myr. Blifil, furns Jones
out of his Houfe. 4

Th /E R. 4llworthy had jufk received an
f%/ﬁ, account from Mr. B/ifil" of his
fuccetstul vifit to Sophia, when Mr.
Weftern broke abruptly in upon them,
and without the leaft ceremony, cried,
You have broight up your baftard t? a

: ine
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?ﬁne purpofe : Not that I believe you had
hand in it reither ;3 but there’sa
ﬁne kettle of f£fh made of it up atour
houfe. Mr. Atlworthy alked, what was
the matter.. Matter enough, ofall con-
fcience, cried #effern 3 my daughter
has fallen in love with your baftard, thats
all ; bat 1 won’t give her a halfpenny,
not the twentieth part of a brafs far-
thing. I always thought what wonld
come o’ breeding vp a baftard like a crm»
tleman, and ]emrfr him come 10 wo.%s
“hoofes.  Its well wor wi, I could not
getat #z, I'd a lick’d #z well. The fellow
was always gopd at finding a hare fitting,
rot un, 1 little thought what pufs he
was looking after; but it {ball be the
worlt he ever wound in his life, She thall
be no better than carrion, her fkin ‘is dH

he fhall Az’; and fo you may i’
Mr. Allworthy e‘cpreﬁed his (ur‘on_,e
and withed My. #effern had mor given
him fo many opyortusities vzt“x her,
Why, zounds, cricd o ern, wino coud
have thought it ? What the devil had fhe
to do wi’ un. He did not come theie
# couxtmg to her, he game theie a hunt-

1l
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ing with me. But was it poflible, fid
Mr. Allworehy, that you fhould vever
~ difcover any ﬁgns of love between them?
Never, in my life, as I hope to ke faved,

cried Zeftern. I never fo much as feec

him kifs her in all my ljfe. - At this Mr,
Allvorthy fmiled, and atked Mr. 77 e[
ternz, What he would have himdo ? To
which he anfwered, he would have him
keep the rafcal away from his houle,
and he would go and lock vp the wench,

for fhe fhould marry Mr. L?/fl in {pite
of her teeth. He then thook B/ifi/ by
the hand, fwore he fhould be his {fcn-ic-

law, and took his leave.

A long filence now enfued between
Mr. Allzeorthy and E/ifil. At length
his uncle afked him, what he deteimined
to do. Blifil, here obferved, that by
marrying her, he fhould promote tie
happinefs of every party. [Iler fither
would be preferved from the higheft
degree of mifery, and the lady faved
from ruin ; for, indeed, Fones was cne
of the worft men in the world ; and had
his dear uncle known what he had en-
deavoured to conceal, he muft have long
ago abandoned fo profligatc a wietch.

lEA’fn
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Mr. Allworthy here infifted on his telling
him what jfozes had done, while B/fl,
to increafe his curiofity, endeavoured to
excufe his mentioning it ; till at laft, Mr.
Allworthy infifted on his telling all he
knew. Blif/, then {aid, he 1s a de-
bauched young fellow, without principle,
gratitude, or affeCtion. On the very
day of your utmoft danger, added he,
when myfelf, and all the family were in
tears, he filled the houfe with riot and
debauchery.  He drank, fung, and
roared ; and when I gave him a gentle
hint of the indecency of his behaviour,
he fell into a violent paffion, called me
rafcal, and ftruck me. How, cried Mr.
 Allworthy, did he dare to ftrike you ?
O Sir, cried Blifi/, I have forgiven him
that long ago ; and now, Sir, fince I
have unadvifedly dropped a hint of this
affair, and your commands have obliged
me to difcover the whole, let me inter-
cede with you for him. O child,’ faid
Mr. Allworthy, I know not whether I
fhould blame or applaud your goodnefs,
in concealing fuch a villain a moment.
But where 15 Mr. Thwackum, who, I
fuppofe, was prefent. Thavackum was

, inftantly
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inftantly fent for, and corroborated every
circumftance, and concluded with de-
claring, that he fhould long fince have
informed him of the whole, had not Wr.
- Blif], by the moft earneft entreaties,
prevented him. He is, faid he, an ex-
cellent youth, ‘though his forgivenefs of
fuch-an enemy was carrying the matter

too far, : e
As Mr. Allworthy would never pu-
nith any one in a paffion, he delayed
pafling fentence on  Fomes till the
afternoon. 'The unhappy young man
attended at dinner ; but his heart was
too opprefled to fuffer him to eat, and
his grief was increafed by the unkind
looks of his benefaétor, whenee he con-
cluded, that Mr. Weftern has difcovered
the whole affair, but had uvot the leaft ~
fufpicion of Blifil’s treachery. When
inner was over, and the fervants had
left the room, Mr. Alfworthy fet forth,
i a long fpeech, the favlts of which
Fones had been guilty, particalarly thofe,
which that day had brought to light ;
and concluded with telling him, that
unlefs he could clear himfelf of the charge,
he was refolved to banifh him froni his
fight for ever.
- K 2 - Poor,
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Poor Fones laboured under many dif=
advantages, and indeed, hardly knew
his accufation ; for as Mr. 4lfworthy,
in mentioning his drunkennefs, while he
lay ill, out of modefty, {unk every thing
that related particalarly to himfelf, Fozes.
could not deny the charge. Befides, his
heart was already almoft broken ; he
therefore acknowledged the whole, and
obferved, that though he muft own him-
felf gu’lty of many follies and inadverten-
cies, he hoped he had done nothing to
deferve, what 'would be to himj the
greatet punifhment in the world. Mr.
Allworthy replied, that he had forgiven
him too often already, in compaffion to
his youth, and in hopes of his amend-
ment ; but found that he was fo aban-
doned, that it would be criminal to fup-
port and encourage him ; and that his
audacious attempr, to fteal away the
young lady, called upon him to juftify
bis own charalter, in punithing him.
However, as he had educated him like
a child of his own, he would not turn
him naked into the world ; and then
giving him a paper, told him, that he
wouid find fomething in that, which

might
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might enable him, with indaftry, to get
an honeft livelihood ; but if he employ-
ed it to worfe purpofes, he fhould not
think himfelf obliged to give him any
farther fupply. A flood of tears now
guthed from Fomes's eyes; and it was
fome time before he was able to obey
Mr. Allworthy’s peremptory commands
of departing, which he at length did,
after1 eagerly kifling that gentleman’s
hand. :

K CHAP.
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Jones’s Diftrefs. In 2he midf? of awbich
ke lofes what ke bad received from
Mr. Allworthy. He avrites to. So-
phia, and fets off for Briftol 5 but
meeting with a Company of Soldiers,
refolves 1o turn Volunteer.  Is avound-
ed by the Enfign, and frightens a
Centinel, -

O NES, on his {etting out, walked
o/ above a mile, without regarding
whither he went, ‘when his ‘way being
obftruéted by a brock, he threw himfelf

down by its fide, and fell into the moft - -

violent agonics of grief and defpair,
tearing his hair, and behaving like one
entirely deprived of the ufe of his reafon.
Having thus vented the firfk emotions of
his paflion, he began to come'to himfelf ;
~ and his grief difcharged itfelf in a gentler
way,
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way, till he, at laft, became cool enough
to confider what fieps were proper fort
him to take, The theughts of leaving
Sophia, almoft rent his heart- afunder,
but the confideration of reducing her to
ruin and beggary, made him' at laft re-
folve, rather to quit her, than to pur-
fue herto her ruin. A glowing warmth
filled his breaft, on the firft contempla-
tion of this viGtory over his paflion ; but
this fatisfation was only momentary ;
Sophia foon returned to his imagination,
and allayed the joy of his triumph. He
refolved to write her-a farewel letter,
and accordingly proceeded to a houle
at a fmall diftance, where, in very af-
fe&ting terms, he” took, a fihal leave of
her, and even begged, that fhe would
forget him. '
-On fearching his pocket for wax, he

found none, nor indeed any thing elfe ;
for, in the phrenzy which had feized
lim, “he had tofled every thing from
him, and even the pocket book he re-
ceived from Mr. Allworthy, which he
had never opened, and which now, firft
_occurred to his memory. The houfe
fupplied him with a wafer, and having
fealed
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fealed his letter, he hafted back towards

the brook, in order to fearch for what
he had loff. In his way he met with
black George, who heartily condoled him
on" his misfortunes, which had already
reached the ears of all the neighbour-
hood. Fomes there informed the game-
keeper cf his lofs, and he readily went
back with him to the brook, where they
. fearched every tuft of grafs, as well
where Fones had not been, as where he
Had, but all to no purpofe ; for Fozmes
omitted to fearch the pockets of George,
who had juft before found them ; and
being apprized of their worth, the poc-
ket-book containing notes of five hund-
ted pounds value, had the balenefs to
px;t up every thing he found for his own
ufe.

Jones now gave over all hopes of re-
covering his lofs, and therefore deliver-
ed him the letter to carry to Sophia,
which he fafely delivered. And Sophia
being told at the fame time, by her
maid, that Fouzes had been turned out
doors, fhe haftily fent him her purfe,
which contained all the money fhe had,
which was delivered to black George,

whe
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who- after feveral debates with himfelfy
between his confcience and his avarice,
at laft gave it to Fones.

Mr. Fones now fet out without mind-
ing where he went, till at laft, finding
that he was in the road to Briffo/, he re-
folved to go thither, being determined
to feek his fortune at fea. However,
having mifled his way, and it growing
dark, he put up at a publick houfe,

~where he had not fat long, before a
company of foot, who were marching
againft the rebels, thundered at the door ;
and being informed that they expeéted to
be commanded by the duke of Cumber-
land, Fones, who had fome heroic in-
gredients in his compofition, refolved to
ferve as a volunteer in this expedition,
The next day, he travelled in company
with the {oldiers, and when they arrived
at the place where they were to halt that
evening, the ferjeant introduced him to
the lieutenant, who obferving his genteel
figure, and that he had a remarkable air
of dignity, politely told him, that he
fhould gladly receive a gentleman, who
promifed to do much honour to the com-
pany ; then fhook him by the hand, and

invited
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invited him to dine with himfelf and the
reft of the officers. The lieutenant had
great merit as a foldier, and was an ho-
neft, good-natured man ; and had be-
‘haved fo well in his command, that he
was highly efteemed and beloved, not
only by the foldiers of his own company,
but by the whole regiment.

After dinner it came to Fones’s turn
to give a toaft, when he could not for-
bear mentioning his dear Sgphia, which
he did the more readily, as he imagined
it impoflible for any one prefent to know*
whom he meant. The lieutenant, how-
ever, infilted on her fur-name, upon
which, after a Iittle hefitation, he named
Mifs Sophia Weftern. Upon this, enfign
Northerton, oneof the company, declar-
ed, that he knew one Sophy Weflern,
who bad but a very indifferent charaer
at Bath ; and perhaps this is the
fame woman, Fozes afferted, tha: the
young lady he named, was one of great
fafhion and fortune.  Aye,-aye, fays
the enfign, and {fo fhe is ; and I’ll hold
half a dozen of Burgundy, Tom Freuch, of
our regiment, brings her into company
with us, at any tavern in Bridges-firect.

Fones
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Fomes defired that he would chufe fome
other {ubjeé for his wit, affuring him,
that he would not bear jefting with that
lady’s charaéter. The other aflerting
that he was in earneft, Fozes called him
an impudent rafcal, on which the enfign,
uttering a volley of curfes, difcharged a
bottle full at Fones’s head, which hitting
him a little above the right temple,
brought him to the ground. >
The enfign, perceiving him lie motion-
lefs, and the blood flowing plentifully
from the wound, began to think of ma-
king his eflcape ; but the lieutenant ftop-
ped him at the door. Northerton beg.
ged he would let him go, protefling,
that he was but in jeft, and had never
heard any harm of Mifs Weftern in his
life. Upon which the lieutenant told
him, that he deferved to be hanged, as
well for making fuch jefls, asfor ufing
{uch a weapon, and had him immediate-
ly fecured by a file of mufqueteers, and
a furgeon was fent for, who, on his ar-
rival examined the wound, and ordered:
his patient inftantly to bed.
In the evening, the lieutenant paid
Mr, Fones a vifit, who telling him ;h}:ltt'
e
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he felt no other inconvenience from his
wound, but an extreme f{orenefs on that
fide of the head, and fhould have been
up, had it not been for the orders of the
furgeon to the contrary ; he was told
that he muft take fatisfation of Nosthes-
#on, on which he defiied to have that
determined immediately ; but to this the
lieutenant objected, on account of the
~ great quantity -of blood he had loft.
However, in the middle of the night,
JFones, being unable to fleep, and finding
that he thould lofe his honour if he did
not attempt to obtain fatisfaction for the
injury he had reccived, refolved to dif-
patch this affair immediately ; and there-
fore fending for the ferjeant, bought a
fword of him, and immediately dreffing
himfelf, foftly opened his door; for it
being now twelve o’clock, all were afleep,
except the centinel, who ftood to guard
Northerton, and iffued forth, drefled ina
light-coloured coat, covered with ftreams
of bloocd. His face miflfed that blood,
and twenty ounces more, drawn from
him, by the furgeon, and was very pale,
Round his head was a guantity of band-
ages, in his right hand, he carried a

j drawn
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drawn fword, and in the left a candle,
The centinel, on feeing this figure ap=-
proach, trembled, his knees fell to blows
with each other, and firing his piece, he
fell flat on his face. Fonmes fmiling at
his - fright, paffed by him, and entered
the room where Northerton had been
confined ; but finding it-empty, for he
had efcaped, by getting up the chimney,
he called Northeston {everal times; when
perceiving that the bird was flown, and
apprehending that the report of the fire-
lock would alarm the whole houfe, he
blew out his candle, ftole back again to
his chamber, and returned to his bed.

The hall where the centinel was poft-
ed, was inftantly half full of people ;
fome in their fhirts, and others not half
dreffed, enquiring of each other, what
was the matter. The centinel continu-
ing in the fame pofture, feveral endea-
voured to raife him up, when ftruggling
with thole who laid their hands on him,
he fell to roaring like a bull ; for his ima-
gination being poffefled with the horrid
idea of an apparition, converted every
obje& he faw or felt intc ghofls and
{pecires. - But candles being biought in,

L he
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he came a little to himfelf, and then
declared, with the moft heavy curfes on
himfelf, if he had not feen the volunteer
all over blood, vomiting fire out of his
mouth and noftrils, -pafs by him into the
chamber where enfign Northerton was.
Though this ftory gained great credit,
there were fome of the foldiers, who
were not of fuch eafy belief, and the fel-
dier was confined, in order to be punifh-
ed, for {leeping and dreaming when up-
on duty.
Fones had lain awake all the while,
and having heard great part of the noife
- and buftle, was defirous of knowing the
articnlars, and therefore applied to his
gell; but it was a long time before the
fervants dared tc come to him, till at laft
they entered alrogether, when, to their
great. {urprize, inftead of finding him
dead, he defired to fpeak with the lieu-
tenant, who inftantly complying with
his requeft, and fitting down cn his bed-
fide, informed him of the {cene which
had happened below, aud that he
{hould make an example of the centinel.
Upon this 7 ones related the whole truth,
and earncitly begged that the poor foldier
might
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might not be punifhed, who, he believed
was as innocent of the enfign’s efcape, as
he was of fleeping 3 and to this the lieu=,
tenant immediately confented.

o o e S
C H A Pl

Jones meets avith Pastridge, bis reputed
Father, who refolves io cxcompany
bim. An Adventure in which our

Hero faves the Life of an obd Man.

¥ N the morning early the foldiers de-
§ parted, leaving directions with Fones
to follow them ; and fome time after he
was vifited by the furgeon, who infifted
on bleeding him again. ~ Fones abfolute-
“ 1y refufed to permit him ; at which the
furgeon was {o enraged, that he refufed
to drefs his wound, and left him, The
furgeon being gone, Jfones had a found
fleep of feven hours, and awaked in {uch
perfet health and {pirits, that he refolv-

L2 ed



[ Izl

ed to get up and drefs himfelf ; for
which purpofe he unlocked his port-
manteau, which had been fent after him
by a man and horfe ; then putting on
clean linen and a fuit of clothes, went
down into the kitchen, and eata hearty
dinner.  Fones then fent for a barber,
when a very humorous diverting fellow
appeared, and entertained him with
{craps of Latin, and abundance of merry
jokes. Mr. Fones being pleafed with
his company, invited him to drink part
of a bottle of wine ; and afterwards
finding that he had fome knowledge in
furgery, defired him to examine the
wound, which having done, he told him,
it would require a great deal of art to
keep him from being well after 2 very
few dreflings ; and if he would fuffer
him to apply fome of his falve, he would
anfwer for 1ts {uccefs.

Mr. Fones now engaged the barber-
furgeon to give him an account of his
life, when the honeft fellow let him
know, with a very folemn air, that he
had been his greateft enemy. Fones ex-
prefled great amazement, when he afked
him, if he never heard of one Partridge,

wha



[ 113 ]

who had the honour of being reputed
his father, and the misfortune of being
ruined by that honour. Fones obferved,
that he had heard of him, and always
thought himfelf his fon. Well, Sir, an-
{wered Benjamin, 1 am that Partridge,
but here abfolve you from all filial duty ;
for, I aflure you, you are none of mine ;
and though it is natural enough for men
to hate, even the Innocent caufes of
their {ufferings, yet I am of a different
temper, and have loved you ever fince
I have heard of your bebaviour to black
George 5 and am convinced from our
thus meeting, that you are born to make
me amends for all I have {uffered on
your account. fones exprefled the fa-
tisfaction it would give him, to make
him full amends for his {ufferings ; but
that he could fee no likelihood of its ever
being in his power. ’Tis in your pow-
er, fure enough. replied Partridge, for
I defire nothing more than to attend you
in this expedition, which 1 have {o fet
my heart upon, that if you refufe me,
you will kill both a barber and a furgeon
in one breath. Fones gave his confent,
but taking out his purfe, fhewed him

L3 his
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his whole ftock, and let him know, that
he was unable to fupport him ; on which
Partridge faid, he believed he was the
richer man, and that all he had was at
his fervice, infifting upon his taking the
whole ; but to this Fozes would by no
means fubmit. Parsridge then propo-
fed, that as the portmanteau was too
cumberfome to be carried without a horfe,
it thould be left behind at his houfe, and
that he fhould take out only a few fhirts
for his prefent ufe.

Early the next morning, Partridge ap-
peared at  Fones's bed-fide, with his
knap-fack at his back, ready equipped
for their march. He had already put
up his whole ftock of linen init, con-
fiting of four fhirts, to which he added
eight of Mr. Fones’s, and was departing
towards his own houfe with the port-
manteau, when he was ftopped by the
landlady, who refufed to let it go till the
reckoning was paid. However, the bill
being {foon wrote and difcharged, the
portmanteau was fafely depofited, and
they fet forward on foot, Partridge car-
rying the knap-fack, 5

r.
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Mr. Fones and Partridge dined at the
Bell in Gloucefier, and from thence fet
out, very much againit Partridge’s in-
clination, towards the evening, and
though the former complained very much
of the fharpnefs of the weather, Fones.
ftill proceeded forwards by the light of
the moon, till they came to the bottom
of a very fteep hill, which Fones refoly-
ed to afcend, and Partridge prepared to
follow him, for being a great coward
he did not dare to ftay alone. But they
had not afcended far, when they efpied
a glimmering light through {ome trees ;
when, by the earneft folicitations cf
Partridge, they walked dire&tly towards
the place whence the light iflued, and
found a cottage, where, after much
knocking, an old woman at length open-
ed an upper cafement, and after many
entreaties, was induced, by the promife
of half a crown, to open the door;
when to the infinite joy of Partridze, he
found a good fire : T'he old woman, who
made a ftrange appearance, endeavoured
to haften their departure, for fear they
fhould be found by her mafter, whom

fhe expelted home every minute, w&ile
: re
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Mr. Fones, being furprized at feeing the
houfe furnithed with the utmoft neatnefs,
and adorned with curiofities that might
have engaged the attention of a virtuofo,
protrated his ftay, in hopes of {eeing the
matfter, though both the old woman and
Partridge continually importaned him to
depart; for the latter, being extremely
fuperftitious, was firmly perfuaded that,
they were in company with a witch, At
length the old woman, with terror in
her countenance, declared that fhe heard
her mafter’s fignal, and at the fame in-
ftant, feveral voices were heard withoyt
the door, uttering curfes, and crying,
fhew us your money this inftant ; Your
money, you villain, or we will blow oyt
your brains. ones feeing a pair of
piftols, afked if they were loaded; on
which the old woman begged they would
not murder her, to which he made no
anfwer, but fnatching an old broad
{word, which hung in the room, inftant.
ly fallied out, and found the old gentle-
man ftrupeling with two ruffians, and
begging for mercy ; when atking no
quettions, he attacked them fo brifkly
with the broad. fword, that the fellows

quitting
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quitting their hold, betook themfelves
to their heels, crying, with bitter oaths,
that they were dead men, Fones then
lifted up the old gentleman, who had
been thrown down in the fkuffle, expref-
fing great concern, left he fhould have
received any harm from the villains.
When finding that he was unhurt, bug
was not without apprehenfions, Mr.
Fones told him, that they were his
friends, and that having miffed their way,
that cold night, they bad taken the
liberty of warming themfelves at his
fire, and were juft departing when they
heard him call for affiftance, which
Providence alone feemed to have fent
him. Providence indeed, cries the
old gentlemen, if it be fo. Soit
is, I affure you, cried  Fones. Here,
Sir, is your own fword; I have ufed it
in your defence, and now return it into
your own hand. The old man having
received the fword, which was flained
with the blood of his encmies, cried,
You have been my deliverer, indeed ;
and then invited him into the houfe.

C H AW
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o Bl o Comnon
CHAP ¥

Jones delivers a Woman from the hands
ofa Ruffion s takes her to an Inn, and
is tempted to go to Bed toher. Sophia ar-
ricves at the fame lnis and by leaving
ber MuiF, makes bim fenfi’le of ber be=
ing acquainted with bis Infidelity. He .
obtains . Sophia’s Focfet- baook, in' <which
is a Bank Bill ; and afterwards is at-
tacked by a Highwayman, awho excztes

bis compa ffion.

7 ONE S and Partridge fpent the night
with the old man, and the next
morning walked, in company with the
flranger, to the top of the hilly when
they had one of the moit noble Profpe&s
intheworld. They then walked to that
part of the il Wuich looks to the north-
weit, and hangs over a vaftand extenfive

Wood where they no fooner arrived,
than
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than they heard at a diflance, the {creams
of a woman, proceeding from the wood
below them. Fones liftened a moment,
- and then without faying a word to his
companions, {lid down the hill, and made
direétly to the thicket whence the found
had iffued : but had not proceeded far in
the wood before he beheld a woman,
ftripped half naked, ftruggling with a
ruffian, who had put his garter round her
neck, and was endeavouring to draw her
up to a tree, when flying at the villain,
he made fuch vfe of his oaken ftick, that
he laid him on the ground, nor did he
ceafe his blows till the woman begged
him to forbear ; and falling on her knees,
oave him a thoufand thanks for her deli-
verance.

The ruffian on the ground now begin-
ning to move, Fomes took the garter
which had b-en intended fora very dif-
ferent purpofe, and tied bothihis hands
behind him. He then looked in his face,
and to his great furprize found that he
was no other than enfign Northerton,
who immediately knew him, and with
the utmoft arrogance demanded fatisfac-
tion for fuch an infult upon a man of ho-

nouy.
4
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nour.  Fozes told him it did not become
{uch a villain to contaminate the name of
honaurs bat that he would deliver him"
up to juftice. Then turning to the wo-
man, afked her if fhe was near home, or
knew any body in the neighbourhood
where fhe might procure ‘herfelf decent
cloaths, in order to proceed to a juftice of
the peace. She anfwered, that fhe was
an entire ftranger in that part of the
world.  Fozes then ftepping out of the
wood, foon perceived the old man fitting
on the brow of the hill, and afcended it
with the utmoft agility. The old man
advifed him to take the woman to Upton,
where he might furnith her with all man-
ner of conveniencies, and direting him
to the place, Fones took his leave of him,
and defired him to dire¢t Partridze the
fime way, and immediately returned to
the woman, whom he found alone; for
the villain, though his hands were tied,
had found his legs at liberty, and pru-
‘dently made his efcape.

Fones now proceeded with his ragged
companion to Upton, where le entered
one of the genteeleft inns in the place,
when the wretched appearance of the wo-

man,
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man, and Foucs’s infifting on her being
admitted to a room, cauled a very great
difturbance, and produced fome blows :
but a ferjeant and a file of mufquetcers -
coming to the houfe, and calling her cap-
tain Waters's lady, the {céne was chang-
ed, and the landlandy very readily lent
ker fome of her own cloaths, on her of-
fering her twice as much money for that
favour as they were worth.

T'hislady whowas not diftinguifhed for
her modefty, being firack with the per-
fon of Fones, was no fooner alone with
him, thanfhe made {uch advances, as let
him know that fhe had no favours in her
power which fhe would feruple to beftow
on her deliverer, and aQually tempted
himn to come to her bed.

The lovely Sophia finding he thould be
forced to marry Mr, P/ifil, had efcaped
from hotne 1n company with her maid
Honour, in order to fhelter herfelf from
the effects of her father’s violence, in the
family of a lady who refided in Loudon,
with whom fhe was intimately acqualinted,
and arrived late at this very inn, where
Fartridge had juft before mentioned her
mamg, and declared that fhe was diftraét-

M edly
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edly in love with his mafter, who was
Mr. Fones, ‘fquire 4//worthy’s fon and
heir. The joy fhe would have felt at hear-
ing that NVix. Fones was in the houfe was
thus converted into indignation , which
was greatly encreafed, when the was told
by the maid, that Mr., Fones was in bed
with a woman he had brought into the
houfe. She now refolved to banith him
for ever from her thoughts, as a man a.
bandoned to vice, and funk below her no-
tice or regard ; and at the fame time de-
termined to let him know that the wasac-
quainted with his bafenefs ; and for that
purpofe wrote her name with a pencil on
-a piece of paper, and pinning it to the
muff, already mentioned, bribed one of
‘the maids of the houfe, by a prefent of 2
couple of guineas, to leave itathisbedfide,
Then ordering the horfes to be got rea-
dy, proceeded towards London with /5.
nour. .
As Fones returned to his bed in the
dark, he did not find the muff till he was
ready to rife, and no fooner had it in his
hand, and read the words Sophia Weftera,
than his looks grew frantic, and he cager-
ly cry’d, Q Heavens ! how came this muff
here ?
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here ? I know nomore than your honour,
cried Partridge, who was in the room 4
but I faw it upon the arm of one of the
women who would have difturbed you,
if{ would have fuffered them. Where
are they ? cried Fones: Many miles off
1 believe by this time, faid Partridge.
The behaviour of Fones on this occafion
beggars all defeription,  After many bit-
ter execrations on Partridge, and not
fewer on ‘himfelf, ke ordered the poor
fellow, who was frighted out of his wits,
to run down and hirc him horfes at any
rate, and a few minutes after, having flipt
on his cloaths, he hafted down ftairs, to
execute the orders he himfelf had jult gi-
ven.

They fet forwards, and at length came
toa crofs-way, when a lame fellow afked
them for alms, and Fowes giving him a
fhilling, the fellow cried out, Sir, I have
a carious thing here in my pocket, which
I found about two miles off, if your wor-
fhip will pleafe to buy it. He then pull-
ed out a little gilt pocket-book; which
he delivered into Fones’s hand, who,
prefently opening it, faw in the firlt page,
the words, Sophia Weftern written by her

_ M 2 own
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own fair hand. He no foorer read the
name, than prefling it to Lis Lips, he fell
into the moft frantic raptures, But while
be was thus kiffing it, a piece of paper fell
_from its leaves to the ground, which Par-
tridge took up, and delivered it to Fones,
who prefently perceived it to be a bank
bill ofa hundred pounds. Fones gave the
poor man a guinea in exchange for the
book, for which he returned him a thou-
fand thanks, and difcovered almoft as
much joy as Fomes himfelf, but foon
hearing what it contained became very
diflatisfied, and demanded more money :
On which Fores promifing to reward him
better another time, took down his name
and place of abode, and then purfued his

Jjourney. : :
Fones travelled two or three days with=
out meeting with any adventures {o re-
markable as to demand a place in this
work, till at Jaft being got about two miles
beyond Barnet, at the dufk of the even-
ing, a genteel looking man, ona thabby
horfe, rode up to them, and obferved,
that if they were going to London, he
thould be glad of their company ; for it
was late, and he wasa ftranger to the
road.
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road. Fones readily complied with the
requeft, and the firanger exprefling great
apprehenfions of robbers, fsnesdeclared
he had little to lofe, and confequenty as
lictle to fear. ' Heve  Parividge cried,
your ‘honouar may think it a Litle, buc I
am fure, if I hada hundred pound bank
note in my pocket, as you have, {fhould
be very {orry to lofe it; bat, for my pare,
I never was lefs afraid in my life, for if
we ftand by one another, the beft man in
England can’t rob us.  flowever, when
they had arrived within a mile of High-
- gate, the ftranger turning fhort on Fozes,
and pulling outa piftol, demanded the
little bank note.  Fones, who was at fiift
fomewhat thocked, offered the highway-
man three guiness, which was alj be had
in his pocket 3 but he anfwering it would
not do, Fones coolly returned the moncy
into his pocket, while the hwhwayman
threatened if he &id not inltantly deliver
the bank note, he muft thoot him, and
then held the piftol near his breat. 7 ones
inftantly caught hold of the f:llons hoind,
which trembled violently ; and turcing
the muzzle from him, a firuoae ¢
in which the former wrelted cie

M 3
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from the hand of his antagonift, and both
came from their horfes to the ground.
The fellow implored mercy of the con-
queror, declaring that he had no intention
to fhoot him, the piftol not being loaded.
That this was the firft robbery he had
ever attempted, and that he had been dri-
ven to it by the greateft diftrefs. * At this
inftant, Partridge, who had endeavour-
ed to efcape, had been thrown from his
horfe, and lay flat on his face, roaring
for mercy, and not daring to look up.
But at length, finding that his mafter had
got the better of the highwayman, he ran
up to him, and no fooner faw him ftand-
ing over him with his drawn {word in his
hand, than he cried out, Kill the villain
Sir, run him through the body. Fozes,
however, having examined the piftol, and
found it really to.be unleaded, began to
believe all the man had told him, that Le
had been driven to it by diftrefs, he hav-
ing five hungry children, and awife Iying
in of a fixth, in the utmoft want and mi-
fery ; the fellow offering to convince him,
if he would take the trouble to go to his
houfe, which was not above two miles
diftant. ~ Fones pretended that he woild

taze
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take him at his word, declaring that his
. fate fhould entirely depend on the truth of
his ftory. Upon which the poor fellow
exprefled {o much alacrity, that Fones was
perfetly fatisfied with his veracity ; and
returning the fellow his piftol, advifed
him to think of honefter means of re-
lieving his diftre(s, giving him a couple
of guineas, for the immediate fupport of
kis wife and family ; adding, he withed
he had more for his fake, for the hundred
pound was not his own. The highway-
mzn exprefled the utmoft gratitude, and
“vowed he would never again commit {uch
a tranfgreflion.  But Parsridge exprefled
himfelf highly difiatisfied at his not being
brought to juftice.

AR,
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SEESESESRIEESEK
G A Py X1

My. Jones gives an inflance of great ge-
nerofity.  He meets wvith Sophia, with
whom be has a fbort interviews. He
contributes to the happine/s of Mrs. Mil-
ler’s family.

ONES, on his arrival in London,
made ufe of his utmoft endeavours to

find out his dear Sopbia, by enquiring of
her relations. 'Thelady Be/lafton having -
- feen him, and being firuck with his fi-
gure, he being one of the haad{fomeft men
in England, made fome advances to him,
and engaged him to vifit her, when ima-
gining, as’ was really the cafe, that he
was deftitute of money, fhe made him a

prefent of a bank note of fifty pounds.

Mr. Fones took up his lodging at the
fame houfe which Mr, Alworthy con-
ftantly
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ftantly ufed when in town. It wasinha-
bited by Mrs. Mi/ler, a very worthy gen-
tlewoman, who had two daughters, and
who had received very excraordinary fa-
vours from Mr. dlfworthy. There allo
lived in the fame family Mr. Nightingale,
a very agreeable young gentleinan, who
paid his addrefles to onc of Murs, Miller’s
daughters.

One day Mrs. Miller had invited Mr.
Fones and Mr. Nightingele to dinner ;
but did not come home tll almoit five
o’Clock, when fhe apologized for her be-
haviour, by obferving that fhe had been
to fee her Coufin, who lived at about fix
miles diftant; whofe wife had ftarcely
lain in a week, yet notwithftanding the fe-
verity of the weather, lay ina cold room,
without any curtains to her bed,’and not a
buthel of coals in the houfe to fupply her
with a fire, She defcibed, in the molt
pathetic terms, the behaviour of the chil-
dren, one of whom lay ill of a quinfey
in the fame bed with its mother, there
being no other bed 1a the houfe. The
father, faid{he, is molt worthy of com-
paffion. Poor man his countenance is the
very picture of horror, and he looks like

one
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one rather dead than alive, O heavens
whata fcene did I behold at my firft en-
tering the room! He was lying behind
the bolfter, fupporting at once both his
wife and his child.  He had nothing on
but a thin waiftcoat, his coat being fpread
over the bed, to fupply the want of
~blankeis. ‘When he rofe upat my en-
trance, I fcarce knew him. As comely
- aman, Mr. Fones, within this fortnight
as you ever beheld.  His eyes now funk,
his face pale, with a long beard. His body
fhivering with cold, and worm with hun-
ger too, for my coufin fays, fhe can hardly
prevail upon him to eat. He himfelf,
alas, whifpered to me, thathe could not
bear to eat the bread his children wanted.
And yet, can you believe it, his wife had
very good caudle. 'The means of pro-
curing which, he faid, he believed was
fent him by an angel from heaven. I
know not what he meant, I had not
fpirits to afk, The poor man was bail
for the-villain his brother ; and about a
week ago, the very day before his wife
was brought to_bed, their goods were all
carried away, and fold by an execution.
This
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This defcription, which was given in
the moft moving accents, Mr. 7ones could
not bear with dry eyes, his whole {foul
was affeted, and taking Mrs, Miller in-
-to another room, he delivered her bis
parfe, in which was the fum of fifty
pounds, and defired her to fend as mach
of it, as fhe thought proper, to thefe
poor people. The look Mrs. Miller gave
him is not to be defcribed. - Good hea-
vens, cried fhe, is there fuch a2 man in the
world ? Then recolle@ting herfelf, fthe
added, indeed, I know one fach, bat
can there be another ? I hope, madam,
cried Fones, there are many who have
common humaunity, and to relieve fuch
diftrefies canbardly be called more. Mrs.
Miller then took ten guineas, which was
the utmoft he could prevail with her to
accept, and which fhe promifed to con-
vey to her coufin carly the next morning.

The next day Mrs. Miller rapped at
Mr. Fones’s door, and defired his com -
pany to drink tea in the parlour, Upon
his entrance into the room, fhe introduc-
ed a perfon to him, faying, This Sir, is
my coufin, who has been {o highly oblig-
ed by your goodnefs, and for which he

begs
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begs to return you his fincereft thanks.
The man had fcarce begun to utter his
grateful acknowledgements, when both
Fones and he looking fledfafily at each
other, fhewed the utmoft marks of fur-

vige. 'The voice of the latter began to
falter, and infread of finifhing his ipeech,
he funk into a chair, crying, Itis fo, I
am conviaced it is fo !

Blefs me, what’s the matter cried Mrs.
Mjlier, you are not ill, I hope, confin.
Some water, a dram this inffant. Don’t
be frighted, Madam, cried Fones, I have
almoft as much need of adram as your
coufin. - We are equally furprized at this
une};pe&ed meeting.  Your coufin is an
acquaintance of mine, Mrs. Viller. An
a~quaintance, cries the man, O heavens!
Ay, anacquaintance, repeared Foxes, an
acquaintance whom I fhill ever love and
honour, for his affe¢tion to his wife and
children. Coufin, cries the man, thisis
the angel from heaven whom I meant.
This is-he, to whom, before I faw you,
I owed the prefervation of my Peggy. He
is the worthieft, braveft, nobleft of all
Luman being. O coufin T have obliga-
tions to this gentleman of {uch a natare.

—men-
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——mention nothing of obligations, cried
Foneseagerly. Notaword, I infift upon
it. If by the trifle you have received
from me, I have preferved a whole fa-
mily, fure pleafure was never bought fo
cheap. O Sir, cries the man, 1 wifh you
could this inftant fee my houfe. My
coufin told me, fhe informed you of the
diftrefls in which fhe found us. That,
Sir, 1s all greatly removed, and chiefly
by your goodnefs —— My children have
now a bed to lie on, and they have
they have -—== eternal bleflings reward
you for it, they have bread to eat.
My little boy is recovered ; my wife is
out of danger, and I am happy. All, all
owing to you, Sir, and to my coufin here,
one of the beft of women. Indeed Sir, I
muft fee you at my houfe. Indeed my
wife muft feec you, and thank you. My
children too muft exprefs their gratitude
O Sir, the little hearts which you
have warmed, had now, without your
afliftance, been cold as ice.

Fonmes attempted to prevent the poor
man’s proceeding ; and Mrs. Miller be-
gan to pour forth her thankfgivings ; and
concluded with faying, fhe made ro

N doubt
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doubt but fuch goodnefs would meeta
glorious reward. Fozes anfwered, He had
already been fufficiendly rewarded. Your
coufin’s account, Madam, faid he, has
given me a more pleafing {enfation than
T have ever known. If there are men who
cannot feel the delight of giving happinefs
to others,. 1 fincerely pity them; as they
are incapable of taking what, in my opi-
nion, -is.a-greater honour, a higher inter-
eft, and a {weeter pleafure, there the am-
bitious, the avaricicus, or the voluptaors
man can ever know.

Mr. Fones, now fhaking his friend by
the hand, and defiring tofee him again as
foon as poflible, took his leave, he having
promifed to fpend the evening at lady
Bellafion’s ; and went away, exulting in
the happincfs he had procured to this
poor family ; ard refle®ing with horror
on the dreadful confequences, had he,
when attacked; on the road, liftened ra-
ther to the voice of rigourous juflice than
to that of mercy.

Mr. Fones, on his arrival at lady Be/-
lafton’s, was fhewn into the drawing-room,
that lady not being at home ; but ke had
not been many minutes there, Lefore

the
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the door opencd, and in came no other
than Sophia herfelf, who went direétly
to the glafs, without looking towards the
upper end of the room, where M. Fones
flood as motionlefs as a ftatue. In this
glafs, after cafting a look on her lovely
face, the difcovered the ftatue, and in=
flantly turning round, gave a feream, and
was ready to faint, when Fones ran, and
cought her in his ‘arms, After a {hort
paufe, Mr. Fanes, with a faltering voice,
{aid, J fece, Madam, you are {orprized,
O heavens, cried fhe, indeed I am fur-
prized. I almoft doubt whether you are
the perfon you feem. Indeed Madam,
returned he, I am the wretched Fozes,
whom fortane has at laft kindly conduct-
ed to you. O my Sophia, did you know
the thoufand torments I have fuffered in
this long fruitlefs purfuit.—-Purfuit of me,
faid Sophia, afluming a referved air, Has
~ Mr. Fones then, any fuchimportant bufi-
nefs with me ? To6 fome, Madam, faid
he, this might feem of importance, giv-
ing her the pocket-book. 1 hope, Ma-
dam, you will find it of the fame value,
as when it wasloft, She took the pocket-
book, and was going to fpeak, when he

N 2 cried,
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cried, O my Sophia, I have bufinefs of
‘a much fuperior kind — Thus, on my
kaees, let meafk your pardon. My par-
don, faid fhe, fure, after what has pafled,
you cannot expe@—1I fcarce know what I
fay, anfwered he. O my Sophia, hence-
forth never caft away.a thought on fuch a
wretch as I am. If any remembrance of
me fhould ever give 2 momeny’s uneafinefs
to that tender bofom, think of my un-
worthine{s, and let the remembrance of
what paffed at Upton, blot me for ever
from your thoughts.

Sophia ftoed trembling ; and though
fhe was before as white as {fnow, at the
mention of Upton, the blathed, and turned
away her eyes with a look of difdain, O
my Sophia, cried he, my only love, you
cannot hate or defpife me more for what
happened there, than I do myfelf. But
do ane the juftice to think that my heart
was never unfaithful to you ; that had no
fhare in the folly I was guilty of. Itwas
even then unalterably yours, Batifit
had not been engaged, fhe, into whofe
company I there accidentally fell, wasnot
an objeét of {erious love. I have never,
my angel, feen her from that day to thisd,

an
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and never intend, or defire to fee her a-
gain. This gave Sophia a (ecret pleafure ;
but endeavouring to conceal it, fhe coldly
anfwered, why Mr. Fozmes do you take
the trouble to make a defence where you
are not accufed ? If T thought it worth
while to accufe you, I have a charge of
an unpardonable nature indeed. What,
for heaven’sfake is it, anfwered he. O,
fhe returned, how is it poffible ! Can eve-
ry thing noble, and every thing bafe, be
iodged together inthe famebofom ? Could
I have expected {uch treatment from you ?
From any gentleman, from any man of
honour ¢} To have my name traduced in
public, in inns, among the meaneft vul-
gal? To have any little favours that my
unguarded heart may have too lightly be-
trayed me to grant, boafted of there!
Nay, even to hear, that you had been
forced to fly from my love!

Fones’s furprize exceeded all bounds;
but he {foon found that this was owing to
Paitridse’s talk at the inns, before land-
. lords and fervants. He had, however,
no great difiiculty to mzke her believe his
being innocent of an offence {o foreign to
his character ; but fhe had a great deal to

N 3 prevent
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prevent his going inftantly home to pu-
nith Partridse as he deferved. —This
point' being cleared up. they fell into a
converfation, in which he let fall {ome
words that founded like a propofal of
marriage. To which fhe replied, that fhe
could not.  Daty- to-her father forbad
her thinking of involving herfelf and him
in ruin. At the word ruin heftarted, and
firiking his breaft, cried, O Sophia, can I

* then ruin thee ? No, by heaven no! I ne-
ver will a& fo bafea part. Deareft So-
phia, whatever it cofts me, I will renounce
you, I will tear all fuch hopes from my
heart as are inconfiftent with your real
good. My love I will ever retain, but
it fhall be in filence; it fhall be in fome
foreign land, from whence no voice, no
fighs of my defpair, fhall ever reach and
difturb your ears. He was here ftopped
by Sophia’s tears; he kiffed them trom
ver cheels.  But the then, recolle@ing
herfelf, withdrew out of his arms ; and to
turn the difcourfe, afked him how he
came thither ? But he was prevented from
anfwering by the entrance of lady Be/-
Jaflon, which intrcduced a difcourfe oa
different
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different matters, not very interefling to
the reader.

A few days after Mr. Weflern arrived,
he having been informed by one cf his
relations, that his daughter was at lady
Bellaflon’s, and abruptly entering the
room where fhe was, took her away with
him, and carried her to his inn, where af-
ter attempting in vain, by his threats and
perfuations, (o make her promife that fhe
would marry Mr. Blifil, he confined her
in an upper chamber feveral days, till his
fifler coming to town, took her out of his
hands, and carried her to her own lodg-
ings ; for that lady having a great eftate
at her own difpofal, Mr. Weftern, though
_he often qua relled with her, was always

obliged to {ubmit, for fear fhe fhould leave
her fortune out of the family. Mrs. e/
torns’ views with refpedt to Sophia were
now become very different from thofe of
hLer brother. The lady Be//afion had let
her know that lord Fellamar was become
defperately in love with her niece, and
the profpect of an alliance with a perfon
of fuch diftinguifhed rank, made her at
once defert theinterelt of BJifil, and make
ufe of her utmoft endeavours to infpire the
- mind
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mind of Sophiz with ambitious views, and
engage her affeCtions by flattering her va-
nity. But Sophia being not to be moved,
Mrs. Wgftern made ufe of all her influence
with her brother, and joined that influ=
ence with the folicitation of her friends,
and many perfons of rank ; but he obfti-
nately adhered to his refolution of mar-
rying her to Blf/, and heartily curfed
all lords and courtiers, with whom he
would have no alliance. She even then
endeavoured to force the lovely Sophia to
marry that nobleman againft her father’s
confent ; but this fhe abfolutely refufed,
at which the old lady was fo exafperated,
that fne took her again to her father, who
redoubled his f{olicitations, mixed with
the bittereft curfes, that fhe thould either
marry £/ifil, or ftarve,

Mean while Fones was engaged in an
affair that exercifed his humanity. The
worthy Mrs. Miller was involved in the
decpelt diftrefs. Mr. Nightingale, who
had paid his addrefles to one of her daugh-
ters, had left the houfe, and Mr. Fones
was tO have an apartment in the new
lodgings he had raken ; but the young
geutleman was no fooner gone, than he

. wrote



T uneR
wrote to Mifs Nancy Miller, to whom he
had long paid his addrefles, that he muft
beobliged tothink of her nomore. His
father having informed him, that he muft
marry alady of fortune whom he had pro-
vided for him, and that his future felicity
depended on his compliance. This letter,
threw the whole family into the utmoft
confufion. -~ Mifs Nancy, on receiving it,
fell into fits ; and to add to the diftrefs of
the mother, the unhappy girl confefled
herfelf with child by him. She had been
deceived by generous fentiments of dif-
interefted love, and by promiles of mar-
riage, frequently uitered by Mr. Night-
ingale, and her agitations and continual
fits, feemed to threaten her life. Her
mother, who was a woman of the ftricteft
virtue, was reduced to the depth of de-
fpair, on feeing the moft dutiful of her
children, the darling of her foul, and the
pride of her heart, in {o dreadful a fitua-
tion.

Mr. Fones was {o fhocked and diftrefled
at the {cene, that he could not forbear
endeavouring, to the utmoft of his power,
to give them confolation ; and told Mrs.

Miller he would go immediately, and
make
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make ufe of all bis influence to ‘engage
Mr. Nightingale to do her danghter ju- .
ftice.

Fones found him in his new lodgings,
fitting melancholy by the fire, and la-
menting the unhappy fituation to which
he had reduced the poor unhappy girl,
whom he tenderly loved; though the
view of intereft, and the fear of incur-
sing the cenfure of the world, had made
him refolve to forfake her.

Mr. Fones urged every confideration of
humanity, virtue, and true honour, to
prevail on him to do her juftice. Can
you, with honour, faid he, be guilty of
having, under fal{e pretences, deceived
a yourg woman and her family, and of
having by thefe means, treacheroufly rob-
bed her of her innocence? Can you
with honour, be knowingly the wilful,
nay, I muft add, the artful contriver of
the roia of a human being? Can you,
with honour, deftroy the fame, the
peace, nay, probably, both the life and
foul too, of this poor unhappy creature ?
Can honour bear the thought, that this
creature is a tender, helplefs, defencelefs
young woman?{ A young woman who

' loves,
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oves, ‘who doats on you; who dies for
you, who hath placed the utmoit confi-
dence in your promifes ; and to that con-
fidence hath facrificed every thing which
is dear to her ?

Mr, Nightingale, unable to withftand
the ﬂrength of his reafons and- the force
of his eloquence; protefted that if he
had no inclinations to confult but his
own, he would marry her the next morn-
ing ; obferving that he thould never be
happy with any other woman ; and that
could his father be induced to comply
with hiz ‘'defires, notl mg could be want-
ing to complete his felicity.  Mr. Fores
replied, that though he had noc the ho-
nour of knowing his father, he would
wait upon him immediately. e there-
fore took his leave, and c‘.llmo ppon old
Mr. Nightingale, endﬂaxoured to induce
lnm to-favour the match, by reprefent-

i it as aheady mnc‘udcd ; and by giv-
nw the moft amiable defcription of the
virtue, pradence, and many accomplifh-

ments of the young lady whom his {on
had ‘married, without his. 'k nomednc
The old man was hig ,xly offended ;
being difappointed In his_ views, a'xd at
hearing
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hearing that the young woman whom his
fon had chofen had little or no fortune,
for he was extremely avaricious, and
confidered great wealth as effential to hap-
pinefs. But at this inftant, the gentle-
man’s brother entered the room; and
on hearing Mr. 7 ones's argaments, join-
ed with him, telling his brother that the
woman whom hie had chofe for his fon,
without ever feeing her, would have ren-
dered the youth miferable; For befides
her perfon being extremely difagreeable,
the was of anill natured, fordid difpofi-
tion. He therefore exprefled bis fatif-
faction that the youth had efcaped from
the {nare that was laid for him ; and tho’
he was forry the girl his nepbew had
chofe wanted a fortune, he endeavoured
to perfuade his brother, fince it was over,
to make the beit of it. And even, at
Mr. Fozes’s invitation, went himfclf to
wifit the lady.

When Mr. Fowes returned to Mrs.
Alill:»’s, in company with the uncle, he
found the {cene entirely changed. Mr.
Nightingale was there, and had promifed
to marry her the next morning, and no-
thing was to be feen but the effetts of

o
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joy and tranfport. Mrs, Miller could not
torbear calling Mr. Fones out of the room,
when falling on her knees, fhe exprefied
her gratitude to him in the warmeft and
moft affeCting terms, and gave him a
thoufand bleflings. She then informed
him, that every thing was fettled, and
the next morning was to render them all
completely happy.. They then returncd
to the company, and the evening was
fpent in the moft agreeable manner,

O CHA®R
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Ir. Jones fights awith and wounds a Gen-
teman, on which beis fent to Prifon.
Mr. Allworthy and Blifil arrive
London, and lodge wvith Mrs. Miller,
awho warmly vindicates the Character
of Jones. Mr. Allworthy receives a
Vifit from Mr. Wellern, and Myrs.
Miller wifits Mr. Jones in Prifon.

H 1L E Mr. ¥ones was thus con-
tributing to the happinels of o-

thers, he himfelf was under the deepeft
diftrefs, on account of the perfecutions
Sophia met with from her relations, and
the impoflibility of {ecing her. At this
time Mrs. Fitzpatrick, a lady who was
nearly related to Sophia, and had efcaped
from a hufband who had treated her with
great cruelty, fent to ‘peak with Mr,
Jenes, whereupon he paid her a yifit, in
which
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which fhe endeavoured to perfuade him
to get accefs to Sophia, by pretending to
addrefs her aunt: A piece of deceit
which Fones could not approve ; butjuit
as he was leaving the houfe, Mr. Firz-
patrick, who had found where his wife
lived, feecing a handiome, well dreffed
young fellow coming from her, mude di~
reltly up to him, and aflkked him what he
had been doing in that houfe? Fones-an -
fwered, that he had been vifiting a lady
there ; but after a few words Mr. Fizx-
patrick gave him a blow with his cane,
which made him ftagger, telling him that
if he did not give him fatisfattion for
that blow, he would give him another,
on which they both drew; and though
Mr. 7 ones knew nothing of fencing, he
prefled {o boldly on Mr. Fitzpalrick, that
he beat down his guard, and fheathed
one haf of his fword in his body. At.
that inflant, a number of fellows rufhed
in, and ca ri d the unhappy youth before
a juftice, who committed him to the
Gatelioufe. Fones’s mifery wasnow not
to be defcribed : For asit was apprehend -
ed that Fitzpatrick’s wound was mortal,
he had the profpect of being brought to

{ 2 his
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his trial, and of foon dying an ighemi-
nious death.
When Mr Weftern {et out {or London,
he had engaged Mr. B/ifi/ to follow him
thither ; and Mr, Allwvorthy refolved to
accompany him, They had both arriv-
ed and taken up their lodgings at Mors.
Miller’s, and had already vifited Mifs So-
phia, who could not be brought to favour
Blfil's addrefles. The day after Mr.
Fones had been committed to the Gate-
-houle, Mr. Allworthy and Mrs. Miller
were fat down to breakfaft, when B/ifi/

came in, but had not been long feated,
be'ore he to'd Mr. Allworthy that his
adopted fon, that Fones, that wretch,
whom he had nourithed in his bofom,
had proved one of the greateft villains
upon earth. Mrs. Miller, whofe heart
was warmed with the higheft gratitude
for the generous youth, immedately in-
terrupted him, by faying, he was no vil-
lain, for he was one of the worthieft
creatures breathing. Mr. 4//worthylook-
ed furprized, and {aid he was amazed at
her defending a fellow whom fhe did not
know. She anfwered, that fhe did
know him, and fhould be the moft un-
grateful
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grateful of all wretches did fhe deny it j
for he had preferved her and her little
family, and fhe thould ever pray to God
to blefs him, and turn the hearts of his
malicious enemies. Mr. Allorthy again
exprefled his {urprize, and obferved, that
it was impofiible the man his nephew
meant fhould lay her under any <uch
obligations. She repeated that fhe had
obligations to him of the greateft and ten-
dereft kind ; and that fhe was fure that
Mr. Al.avorthy had been grofsly abufed,
or elfe he, who was all goodnefs and ho-
nour, would not havefo difdainfully call-
ed him fellow, fince he deferved a kinder
appellation, as he never mentioned his
name without a {ort of adoration ; and
fhe had heard him utter the kindeft,
moft grateful things of his dear bene-
faGor. O Sir, added fhe, I don’t love
that child there, better than he loves
you.

Mr. Allworthy then exprefled his re-
fentment at fome infinuations fhe threw
out againft Mr. B/ifi/, who, he fzid, had
been the warmelt advocate for the un-
grateful wreich, - whofe caufe fhe e«
{poufed ; but the good woman was not

)3 to
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to be intimidated. She repeated that he
was deceived, that indeed the young man
had the faults of wilddefs, and of youth, -
which fhe hoped and believed he would
relinquifh ; but they were vaitly over-bal-
lanced by one of the molt humane, ten-
- der, honeft hearts,, that ever man was
blefizd with. G >

Mr. Ailawsrthy told her that he fhould
be glad tc hear a good excufe for her be-
haviour, which he thought wanted it ;
and then bid BZ:f4/ proceed with his ftory.
Mr BZf/, after infinuating that if M.
Al'awo thy could forgive Mrs. Miller's
ufage, he ought to do it ; added that he
was forry to {ay, that Fozes had killed a
man ; he would not fay murdered him,
for it might not, perhaps, be {o conftru-
ed in law. Mr. Allworthy looked thock-
ed, and turning to Mis. Miler, afled
what the had to {fay now. She expreffed
her furprizeand grief, and maintained that
if the fa& was true, it was not he that
was in fault, for fhe never faw one fo
gentle, or fo {weet tempered.

The converfation was interrupted by
a vifit from Mr.%eflern, who came to tell
Mr, Allwarthy of the folicitations he had

received
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received to engage him to marry his
daughter to a nobleman ; but he pefift-
ed in maintaining that B/fi/thould have
her, in fpite of all the world ; and what-
ever Sophia could fay or do to the con-
trary. Mr. Allaworthy, however, ftrong-
ly urged the impropriety of ufing force
in an affair, in which the happinefsof the
lady entirely confifted. To difcharge the
matrimonial duties, faid he, in an ade-
quate manner, is no eafy talk ; and fhall
we lay this burthen upon a woman,
while we, at thefame time, deprive her
of all that affiftance which may  enable
her to undergo it ? Shall we tear her very
heart from her, while we enjoin her du-
ties, to which a whole heart is fcarce
equal ? 1 muft ‘hear {peak very plainly,
Ithink parents, whe act in this manner
are acceflaries to all the guilt which their
children afterwards incur, and of courfe
muft, before ajuft judge, expeft to par-
take of their punithment, and therefore,
as the young lady is unhappily averfeto
my nephew, I moft decline any farther
thoughts of the honour you intended
him, :
Mr.
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Mr. Weftern exprefled his difapproba=
tion of this fpeech, which he attempted.
to anfwer; infuch abfurd terms as made
Mr. Allaworthy fmile:  Mr. B.ifl, how-
ever, defired to fpeak, and obferved, that
he was averle to ufing any violence with
the ‘young lady; but hoped that, by
perfeverance, he might gain her affetti-
ons ; that indeed he was too fenfible the
wickedeft of men remained vppermoft
in her heart; but that when fhe heard
of the murder he had committed—
Murder! cried #efiern! And is there
then any hopes of his being hanged ? I
am glad of it. He then fell afinging
and capering about the room, and hav-
ing feveral times exprefled his joy, de-
parted.

M. Allworthy and his nephew going
to dine with Mr. Weflern, Mrs. Miller
went to pay Mr. Fones a vifit, at the
Garehoufe, where the found Mr. Nightin-
gale had arrived before her. While Fones
was exprefling his fatisfation at the kind
vifit of his friends, Partridge brought an
account that Mr. Firzpat: ick was lill a-
live, though the furgeon declared he
had very little hopes ; and Mr. Nightin-

gale
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gale endeavoured to give him confolation,
by obferving, that if the fellow fhould
die, he would have nothing to reproach
himfelf with, fince he had only taken
away the life of a ruflian in his own de-
fence ; and that he himfelf was in no
danger. To which 7ones gravely an-
fwered, that whatever mightbe his fate,
he fhould always lament his having fhed
the blood of one of his fellow creatures,
as one of the grcateft misfortunes that
could have befallen him. He then re-
prefented his diftrefs with refpe& to So-
phia: On which Mrs, Miller offered to
wait on that lady, and he gave her alet-
ter, which fhe promifed to deliver into
her own hand ; and which fhe according-
ly accomplithed, though Sophia could
with difficulty be perfuaded to receive
1f.

CHAP.
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Which contains - feveral important Difeos

wveries.

HEN Mr Allavorthy retarned

from Mr. Wefiern, with whom

he had dined, Mrs. Miller hada long
difcourfe with him, in which fhe inform-
ed him of Fones's having the misfortune
to lofe all he had been pleafed to beftow
on him at their feparation, of which fhe
had received an account from Partridge.
She then explained the obligations fhe
and her family had received from Fones,
to which he erlud, that there are few
chara@ers fo vicious as not to have fome
mixture of good ; but that bad as the
fellow was, fhe had fome obligations to
him, and therefore he would excufe what
was paft ; but infifted on her never mea-
tioning
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tioning his name any more. But fhe
was not to be {o eafily reftained ; fhe a-
cain infinuated that he had been 1mpofed
upon, and he threatened to leave her
houfe, commendma his nephew as the
worthieft and beft of men. Mrs. Miller
begged him not to be angry with her,
ard then exclaimed, how often have I
heard you call him your fon ? How often
have you talked to me of him with all
the fondnefs of a parent : ? I cannot Sir,
forget the many tender expreflions you
ufed when you told me of his beauty, his
virtues, his good nature, and his gene-
rofity, O Sir, I cannot forget themg
for I find them all true ; 3 they have pre-
_ferved my family. You muit pardon my
tears, Sir. If you had a dagger in your
hand ready to plunge into my heart, I
muft lament the mifery of one whom you
have loved, and I fhall ever love.

Mr. Allworthy was moved, and after
a fhort filence took her by the hand, and
mentioning her daughter, faid he was
acquainted with old Mr. Nightingale,
and would pay him a vifit, in order to
ferve her. On which fhe expre{Ted ma-
ny acknowledgements. Mr. A’/lwart/i

: an
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and Mrs. Mi/ler had been above an hour
together, when an end was put to their
converfation by the arrival of B/f/, and
Mr. Doawling an attorney, who was be-
come a great favourite of Mr. B/if/, and
whom Mr. A/lworthy, at his nephews
defire, had made his fteward.

We fhall now return to Mr, Fones,
who had paffed above twenty-four hours
alone, when Mr, Nightingale, who had
{pent ‘that-timé in fearching for the per-
fons who faw the fa&, arrived ; and told
him, to his great furprize, that he had
at laft met with two fellows who were
prefent at the unhappy accident, butre-
lated the flory very differently, main-
taining that he gave the firft blow.
This, Fones firmly denied. But while
he was vindicating his innocence, he was
interrupted by the turn-key, who inform-
ed him that a lady defired to {peak with
him ; on which Mr. Nightingale took
his leave, and the lady was admitted,
when, to 7ones's great aftonithment, he
found it to be Mrs. Waters, whom he
had delivered from the Enfign, and with
whom he had been too familiar at Up-
fon.

This
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This woman living in the fame houfe
with Mr. Fitzpatrick, came to bring him
the agreeable news, that he was out of
danger ; and that, in cale he died, he had
done Mr. Fones ftrict juftice; by declar-
ing that he himfelf was entirely the ag-
grefler, and that Mr. Fones was not in
the leaft to blame. j omes exprefled the
higheft fatisfaction at this account, and
Mrs. Waters took her leave.

She had not, however, been gone ma-
ny minuates, when Partridge came ftare-
ing into the room, trembling every limb,
as if he had feen a fpettre; and immedi-
ately atked whether that was the woman
he met with at Upton # When Fones fay-
ino that fhe was, Partridge cried out,
Then the Lord have mercy on your foul,
and forgive you ; for thisis 7 enny J ones,
as fure as you ftand here alive, you have
been in bed with your own mother. Fones
was ftruck dumb with amazement, hor-
ror was painted in his countenance, and
they ftood ftaring wildly at each other.
At length Fones recovering his {peech,
Jamented his misfortunes, and fent him

after her, to defire her to return, and
P then
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then fell into the moft violent and fran-
tic agonies of grief and defpair, =

We have juft obferved that Mr. 4.
avorthy went to vifitold Mr. N t;gbti}zga/e.
At his entrance into that gentleman’s
houfe, be faw black George come cut of
it, of which, he at firft, took no notice.
He fat withMr. Nightingale threc hours,
and at laft had the pleafure of prevailin
on him to confent to fee his fon.  This
bufinels being thus happily ended, Mr,
Allworthy afced him if he knew one
George Seagrim, and upon what bufinefs
he came to his houfe. When he told
him, that the man had hoarded ap 5c 0/,
which he had given him in five bank bills
that he might lay them out either in a
mmostgage, or in {fome purchafe in the
north of England. Mr. Allzvorthy defir-
ed to {ee them ; and they were nofooner
produced, than he told him that the
were formerly his, and acquainted him
with his having given them to Fones.

On Mr. Allavorthy’s return to his lodg-
ings, he found Mrs. Miller very deje&-
ed, on account of the information the
had received that Mr. Fores had firk
firuck the perfon who was wounded,

Mz
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Mr. Allworthy, w remove her concerm,
immediately informed her of his hav-
ing brought Mr. Nightinga'e to con-
fent to fee his fon ; and of his having no
doubt of producing a perfet reconcilia-
tion between them. She received theac-
count’ with the utmoft thankfulnels and
pleafure. He then informed her that he
had recoverd a pretty confiderable trea-
{ure for the young gentleman her friend 5
though, in his prefent fituation, it might
be of no fervice to him. Mrs. Miller
obferved, that fhe had heard a very bad
account of the affair, but lamented that
fhe muft not be allowed to fpeal; on
which -Mr. Z/Jworthy oblerved, that he
fhould be now heartily glad to find that
Fones could acquit himfelf of every thing;
and particularly of this laft fad affair ;
though he had rot withdrawn his affedti-
on from him, without thinking he had
the jufteft canfe. :
This alteration in Mr., Alworthy’s
mind was occafioned by a letter he had
juft received from Mr. Sguare, a gentle-
man whom he had kept many yearsin
his houfe, and was now at Bath, where
he lay at the point of death. In this let-
ez ter,
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ter, he obferved that nothing lay fo hea-
vy upon his confcience as his injuftice to
Mr. dllzorthy’s adopted fon, who had
been bafely injured, particularly with
refped to the fact, upon the mifrepre-
{entation of which he had beendifcarded ;
obferving, that when helay on his fup-
pofed death bed, Foues was the only
perfon in the houfe, who fhewed any real
concern ; and what happened afterwards
arofe from the wildnefs of his joy on his
benefactor’s recovery, and the bafenefs
of another perfon, whom he fhould not
accufe. He then, mentioned the inte-
grity of Fones's heart, and obferved, that
though he had fome faults, a want of
duty or gratitude to his benefactor, was
not one of them. He added, that he had
been bafely induced by woildly motives
to conceal this fo long, and that he had
now no other inducement to reveal it,
but and attone for his own crimes, by
juftifying the innocent,

Mrs. Miller, being at this time called
out, piefently entered, introducing young
Mr. Nightingale, who the faid, had
been to fee the wounded gentleman, who
was out of all danger, and had declared

that
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that he fell upon poor Mr. Fores and beat
him., Mr. Nightingale confirmed what
Mrs. Miller had faid, and added fome
very handfome things of Fones; and at
Mrs. Miller’s defire, repeated feveral of
the affcétionate expreflions he had heard
bimutter, in fpeaking of Mr. Aliavorthy ;
and concluded with begging that gentle-
man’s pardon. Mr. AlJworthy appla:d-
ed his generous friendthip, and confeflid
that if the affair fhould turn out as he
had reprefented it, he might be brought
to think better of the young man than he
had lately done, adding, this good gen-
tlewoman here can witnefs that I loved
him as dearly as ifhe had been my own
fon. Tndeed I have confidered him a5 a
chi'd committed by fortune to my care.
I il remember the helplefs fituation in
which I found him, and at this moment
feelthe tender preflure of his little hands
He was my darling, indeed he

was.

Mr. Allwerthy then hearing that
Fones’s {ervant was without, ordered
him to be called. On his entering the
room, he knew Partridge at firft fight,
and with great amazement afked if he

B2 was
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was Mr. Foues's fervant. He replied
that he was not indeed a regular fervant,
but lived with him at pre ent, and he reft
of the company leaving the rcom, Mr.
Allworthy obferved that he was the
- ftrangeft of all hum.n beings to pafs thus
upon the world for the fervant of his
own fon. Partridge fill denicd in the
moft ﬁrenuous manner, his being the
young man’s father, aund at laft 2dded, if
your honour will not telieve me. you
are like foon to have fatisfuction- I

wifh you had miftaken the mother o' this
‘ young man, as weil as you haye his fa-
ther ; and bex"g fked what he meant,
he with all the fymptoms of horror, both
in his voice an. totnierance, told Mr.
Alleeorthy what bad nap;ielucd at Upton,
where he had not {een the wom.n, or he
fhould have known her,

Mr. A/lzorthy appeared equally thock -
ed ; goud hieavens cricd he, in what mi-
feries are mnen involved by vice and im-
prudence ? How much beyond our defigns.
are the efieéls of wickednefs fometimes’
carried ! 'At this moment Mis.. W ters
abruptly entered the room, and Partridge
cried, Here Sir, is the very woman her-

{elf.
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felf. I am fure, fhe will acquit me.
Mrs, Waters, without regarding what
Partridge {aid, came up to Mr. Alawor-
thy 5 cn which he coolly atked her, whe-
ther fhe had any particular bufinefls with
him. She anfwered that fhe had, and
defired the favour of a word with him a-
lone. Partridge was then ordered to
withdraw ; and {he having declared that
he was not the father of the child, began
a relation, which at once fixed his atten-
tion, and redoubled his aftonifhment.
She reminded him, that he had oncea
young gentleman in his houfe named
Sumner, whom he himfelf had bred ap
at the univerfity, and had a fine perfon,
with much wit and good breeding.
This gentleman, faid the, was thefather
of the chid ; but that the was not its
mother. Though fhe had conveyed the
infant to his bed, and afierwards owned
it; for by the generofity of the mother,
fhe had been nobly rewarded, both for
her fecrefy and her thame. This mother,
the told him, was his own fifter ; and
“obferved, that after his departure from
London, Mifs Bridget, coming to her
mother’s houfe, commended her learn-

ing
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and fuperior underftanding ; and ordered
her to come to the great houfe, where,
‘when fhe attended, fhe emplo;ed her in
reading to her ; made her many prefents,
and at laft locking the door, afked if her
mother might fafely be confided in;
and fhe anfwering that fhe would flake
her life for her fidelity, fhe imparted to
her the great fecret which laboured in her
breaft, and which fhe believed was de-
livered with more pain, than the lady af-
terwards fuffered in child birth. It was
then agreed, that her mother and fhe
{hould attend at the time, and that Mrs.
Wilkins thould be fent out of the way to
the fartheft part of Po fet/bire, tr enquiie
the character of a fervant, That the
child was born_in the prefence of herfelf
and her mother, who conveyed it to her
own houfe, where it was kept privately
till the evening of his retarn, when, by
the command of Mifs Bridget, the her-
{elf conveyed it into the bed, where he
found it.

Mr Alworthy exprefled great a-
flonifhment, and could not help cenfur-
ing his filter for carrying this fecret with
her out of the world. Mrs. Waters {aid,

1ipe
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fhe had frequently ‘told her that fhe in-
tended one day to communicate it to
him, and that fhe was highly rejoiced
that her plot had fucceeded fo well, and
that he had of his own accord taken fuch
a fancy to the child, that fhe need not be
in a hurry to make a particular declara-
tion. O Sir, added the, had the lady lived
to have feen this young man turned like
a vagabond from your houfe, and to hear
that you yourfelf had employed 2 lawyer
to profecute him for a murder, of which
he was not guilty. Forgive me, Sir,
I mult fay it was unkind. Mr- Alwor-
thy vindicated himfelf from this laft im-
putation. On which fhe added, that a
gentleman came to her, and taking her
for Mr. Firzpatrick's wife, told her, that
if Mr. Fones had murdered her hufband,
fhe thould be zflifted with any money fhe
wanted, to carry on the profecution by a
very worthy gentleman, who was well
apprized what a villain fhe had to deal
with ; and this mar, whofe name was
Dowling, Mr. Fones told her was his
fleward.  And did Mr. Dowling, cried
Allwoi thy, with a look of afiomibiment,
tell you that I would affift in the profecu-

tion ?
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tion? No, Sir, fazid fhe. He faid1
fhould be aflitcd ; but he mentioned no
name. Bat you muft forgive e, Sir,
if I thought it could be no ther  In-
deed, Madam, cricd ~wortly, 1 2m
too well convinced from circumilances,
it was no other — — Good heaven! By
what wonderful means is the blackeftard
deepeft villainy (ometimes difcovered !
He then defired her to flay till Mr.
Doawling came.

At laft that gentleman arrived, and,
on his firft entrance into the room, f{ecing
Mrs. Waters, ftarted ; appeared in fome
confufion, ard feemed in hafte to go. On
which Mr. //Jworthy lo'ting the door;
told him, that notwithftandiog his hafte,
he muft anfwer fome queltions, which be
expected he wou'd do faithfully, with-
out prevarication, Dowv/ing then acknow-
leged that Mr. B/ifil h.d fent him to
- tha lady, 2nd that he {poke to her to
that purpofe, by Mr. RJfi/’s order. Mr.
Alworthy had betore been told by

Ar. Mightinga'e, that he had feen Mr.
Doavling with two fellows at dlder/ ate,
which Mr  B/ifil had accounted for, by
pretending that he had fent him to encea-

vour
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vour to foften th=ir evidence : and My,
Allworthy now afked him, what inftruéti-
ons he had rece'ved from Blifil 7 On
which he replied, Mr. B/7//{a1d, blood re,
quired blood ; that, not only ali who con-
ceiled a murdere-, but thofe who omitted
bringing him to jultice, were fharers in
his guilt ; and that his uncle was defirous
of having the villain brought to juitice,
though 1t was not proper he thould ap-
pear 111t ; . and therefore he fent him to
the two perfons, who were eye-witnefles
of the fault. Mr Allworthy exprefled
his indignation, and defired to know
what he faid to them ; on which he ac-
knowleged that he let them know that he
had heard Mr. Fores had aflauited the
gentleman firft, and if that was the truth
they fhould declare it, giving them fome
hints that they fhould be no lofers ; but
that he fhould not have {aid what he did,
unlefs it had been to oblige him You
would not, I believe, fays Alfaworthy,
have thought it would have obliged me,
bad you known that Fores was my own .
nephew. To this the other replied, it
did no become ‘him to take notice of
what he thought he defired to conceal,

How

3 2
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How, cried llworthy, and did you
know it then.  Indeed Sir, anfwered
Mr. Doavling, 1 did know it ; for they
were almoft the laft words which Madam
Blifil ever fpoke, as [ ftood alone by her
bedfide, when fhe delivered me the letter
I brought your wortfhip from her. What
_ letter, cried Allzcorthy 2 The letter Sir,
" nfwered Dowling,  which I brought
from Salifbury, and delivered to Mr. Bli-
fil. O heavers, cried Allworthy! What
did my fifter fay to you? She took me
by the hand, anfwered he, and as fhe
delivered me the Jetter, faid 5 I {carce
know what I have written ; tell my bro-
ther Mr. Fones is his nephew —-— Heis
my fon — Blefs him, added fhe, and
then fell backward. T then called in the
cople, and fhe died a few minutes after.
Mr. Aljzorthy frood a minute filent with
his hands lifted up, and then afked, how
he came not todeliver the meflage ? He
anfwered, that his worfhip was then ill in
bed, and he, being n 2 violent hurry,
delivered the letter and meflage to Mr.
Blifil, who told him that he would carry -
them both to him. This he had fince
told him he did, and that his worfhip
- would
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would not have it mentioned, andintend- «
ed to conceal it from all the world. Mz,
Allworthy appeared {atisfied with  his re-
lation ; and having enjoined Dowling’s
{irict filence, conduéted him to the door,
to prevent his {eeing Blifil.

As Mr. Allworthy was retarning to his
room, he met Mrs. Miller in the entry,
and defiring her to walk in, cried, O
Mrs. Miller, the young man to whom
you are fo faithful a friend, is my ne-
phew, and the brother of that wicked
viper I have fo long nourithed in my bo-
fom. This gentlewoman will tell you
the whole ftory.” 1 am convinced that
he has been wronged, and that I have
been abufed. - Abufed by one whom you
too juflly fufpetted to be 2 villain,  He
is in trath the worft of villains. Mrs.
Miller~ joy wastoo great for utterance 3
but at Jength burfting into tears, the cri-
ed, and is my dear Mr. Jones your ne-
phew » He s, cried Allworthy. And s this
dear good woman, cried fhe, the perfon
to whom all this difcovery is owing ?
May heaven, faid {he, fhower down 1ts
choiceft bleflings on her head ; and for
this one good action forgive her all

@ her
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her fins, be they ever fo many. Mrs,
Waters then let them know, that Mr,
Fones would {oon be releafed, the furge-
on being gone, in company with a noble-
man, to the juftice who committed him,
to procure his liberty. - Mr. A4/kworth

faid, he fhould be glad to find his nephew
there at his return ; but he was cbliged
to gn out on fome other bufinefs of confe-
quence. Then calling to a fervant to
fetch a chair, left the ladies. Mr. B/if!
immediately came down, and afked his
unc e if he was going out, to which he
made no an{wer,  But when he was get-
ting into his chair, turning about, he
cried, Harkye, Sir, do you find out, be-
fore my return, the letter your mother
fent me on her death-bed, and ‘then de-
parted, leaving Mr. Blifil ina fituation
to be envied only by a man who is juit
going to be hanged. '

CHAP,
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et et
CHAP. XIV.

The Conclufion.

R, Allworthy now went to pay a
vifit to Mr. Weftern, when in-
forming him that Fones was his nephew,
and that BJf/, hisbrother, was a treach-
erous villain, the "fquire inftantiy chang-
ed his condué, and became as zealous
for Sophia’s marrying Fones; as he had
before been for her being united to Bli-
fil; and then Mr. Allwarthy addrefing
the young lady, endeavoured to remove
the ill impreflions fhe had received from
the reprefentations that had been made
to her, on fome parts of Mr. Fones's
condué. Afterwards taking his leave,
he returned to Mrs. Miller.

Q 2 M,
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Mr. Al'worthy, on his return to his
lodgings, hearing that Mr. Fomes was
arrived before him, defired (o fee him
alone. It is impoffible to conceive 2
more moving {cene, than the mecetin
between the uncle and nephew. After
Mr Allworthy had raifed him from his
feet, and received him into kis arms, he
blamed himfelf for his cruelty, in enter-
taining fuch unjuft fufpicions, and for
all the fufferings they had occafioned,
Jones cried out, that thofe {ufferings
were highly repaid. O my dear uncle,
faid he, this goodnefs, this tendernefs,
overpowers, unmans me, I can’t bear
the tranfports which flow fo faft upon
me. To be again reftored to the pre-
fence, to the favour of my great, my
noble, my generous benefactor! * Mr,
Allweorthy repeated, I, indeed, child,
have ufed you cruelly, and then explain-
ed Blifil’s treachery, which, he faid, had
induced thim to ufe him {oill My,
Fones urged, that the wifef man might
have been fo deceived ; the beft muft
have afted jult as he did; and that his
goodnefs difplayed itfelf in'the midft of
his anger, Alas ! Sir, faid ke, I have

not
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not been punifhed more than I deferved ;
_and it fhall be the bafinefs of my future
life, to merit the happinefs you now be-
ftow on me; for, my dear uncle, my
punithment has not been thrown away
upon me. I thank heaven, I have had
time to reflet on my paft life, where I
can difcern vices ard follies more than
enough, to repent and to be athamed of.
Vices and follies that have been attend-
ed with dreadful confequences, and have
“brought me to the brink of deftru&ion.

Mr., Allzvorthy exprefled his joy at
~ hearing him talk thus ; for, as hypocri -
{y was never among h's faults, he could
readily believe all he faid. [le there-
fore faid, he would never more remind
him of his errors 5 and thit now happi-
nefs feemed to be in his own power.
At thefe words, Fones fetched a d-ep
figh, and cried, O my dear uncle, I
have loft a treafure. You need fay no
more, anfwered Mr. 4//xvorthy, 1 have
feen the young lady, and have had fome
difcourfe with her about you. Asan
earneft of your fincerity in all you have
faid, I muft infift in your cbeying me,
by your abiding entirely by the young

Q.3 lady’s
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lady’s determination, whether in yout
favouror not. She has already {uffered
enough from folicitations, which I hate
to think of ; and 1 am determived fhe
{hall {uffer no more confinement, no more
violence. O my dear uncle, anfwered
. Fones, lay; I befech you, fome com-
mand on me, in which I fhall kave fome
merit in obedience. Believe me, Sit, the
only inftance in which T could difobey
you, would be to give ¢n uanealy mo-
ment to my Sophia.

They were now informed, by a fer-
vant, that Mr. #eflern was below ftairs,
upon which Fones begged his uncle to
entertain him a few minutes, till he had
a little recovered himfelf; to which the
good man confented, and then went
down to him.

Mrs. Miller, who had not feen Fores
fince his releafe from prilon, now-ea-

erly entered the room, and heartily
wifbied him joy of his new found uncle.
Their converfation was foon interrupted
by~ the violence of Mr. Weflern, whom
Nit. Allavorthy himfelf could not detain
from him, who coming up to Mr. Fencs,
exprefled his joy at feeing him, and
his
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his forrow at having done any thing to
offend him ; obferving, that he muft
forget and forgive. Mr. Fones polite-
ly returned, that he fhould never forget
the many obligations he had received
from him ; on which #eflern thaking
- him by the hand, cried, that he was as
hearty, and honeft a cock as any in the
kingdom ; and that he would introduce
him to his miftrefs that moment. But
Mr. 4llworthy interpofing, obliged him
to ftay till the afternoon, when they
would attend at the tea-table.

Mr. Allworthy now informed his ne-
phew of the particulars he had heard,
both from Mors. Waters, and Mr,
Doswling 5 at which laft information,
Fones expreffed great aftonifhment. At
this inftant a meffage was brought rom
Blifil, defiring to know if his uncle was
at leifure, that he might wait upon him.
M. Ailworthy ftarted, turned pale, and
bid the fervant tell B4f/, he knew him
not. Mr. 7ones begged him to confi-
der ; on which Mrv, 4//avorthy told him,
that he fhould carry the meflage. Fones
earneftly begged that he would excufe
him, fince what might, perhaps, be but

jultice
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juftice from another tongue, would from
his be infult. He intreated that nothing
might be done while he was thus inthe
heighth of anger ; confider, my dear un-
cl-, faid he, I myfelf was not condemn-
ed unheard. Mr. AJworthy flood a
moment filent, and then émbracing
Fones, faid, with tears guthing from
his eyes, O my child, to what goodnefs
have I been {o long blind ! Mrs. A%:/er,
after a gentle rip, entefing the room at
that inftant, and feeing Fores in the
arms of his uncle, was in an agony of
joy, and burft into the moft ecftatic
thank{givings to heaven for what had
happened. Then turning to Foxers, the
embraced him eagerly, crying, my
deareft friend, I wifh you joy a thoufand
and a thoufand times of this blefled day.
Mr. A'lworthy himfelf,  received the
fame congratulation. = T'o which he an-
fwered, Indeed, indeed, Mis, Miller,
I am beyond exprefiion happy. Mrs.
Miller, then defired them to walk down
to dinner in the parlour, where there
was Mr. Nightingale and his bride,
Mr. Allworthy excafed himfelf, faying,
he had ordered {ome little thing for him

and
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and his nephew, in his own apartment
but that they would make part of her
fociety at fupper. Mirs. M;i/ler, then
afked, what was to be done with 5/if,
for fhe could not be eafy while fuch a
villain was in the houfe.” Mr. A Jwvor-
tpy anfwered, he was as uneafy as her-
felf, on the fame accouur. O, if that
be the cafe, cried fhe, leave it to me,
I’'ll {foon fhew him the out-fide of my
doors, I'll warrant you. Here are two
or three lafty fellows belew fairs.
There’s no need of violence, cried Mr.
Allworshy, ifyouw'll carry him a meflage
from me, he will depart of his own ac-
cord. Will I ? faid Mrs. Miller, I ne-
ver did any thing in my life with a bet-
ter will.  Here, Mr. Fones faid, he
had confidered the matter better, and if
Mr. Alfworéhy pleafed, would himfelf
be the meflenger ; adding, that he al-
ready knew enough of his pleafure, and
begged leave to acquaint him with it in
his own words. He then entreated his
uncle, not to drive him to defpair ; fince,
in his prefent fituation, he was u-fit to
die. Mr. Allwortly thanked him for
his obfervation, and bid him ufe his own

difcretion,
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difcretion, but not flatter him with the
hopes of forgivenefs ; for he thould ne-
ver forgive him fuch villainy, farcher
than his religion obliged him, which
did not extend to his converfation.

Mr. Fones on entering Bl:fil’s room,
found that he had caft hifafelf on the
bed, where he lay abandoning himfelf
to defpair, and drowned in tears Mr.
‘Fones endeavoured to raife and comfort
his drooping fpirits, before he let him
know his uncle's refolution, that he
fhould quit the houfe that evening. He
afured him of his hearty forgivenefs of
all he had done againft him, and offer-
ed to furnith him with what money he
wanted. Blifil was, at firfl, {ullen and
filent, but then changing to the other
‘extreme, proﬁrz\ted himfelf on the floof
before his brother, and kiffed his feet.
Fones; (hocked at his meannefs, raifed
him up, and advifed him to bear his
aMiCions more like a man, repeating,
that he would do all in his power to
leffen them. Blifil then pouring forth
his thanks, declared he would imme-
diately depart_to another lodging, and .

- Mr. Jones returned to his uncle. A
£



[ 279 ]

At length the young gentleman be-
ing drefled, attended his uncle to Mr.
Wefiern’s, where he found Sophia fet
forth to the belt advantage. 'L'he tea-
table was {carce removed, before Mr.
Weflern drew Mr. Ailworthy out of the
room, under the pretence of bufinefs 3
and the lovers were left to themfelves,
but for fome time remained filent and
motionlefs, till at lalt Sophia began,
Sure, Sir, you are the moft fortunate
man in the world in this difcovery. Can
you really, ‘Madam, faid he, with a
figh, think me {o fortunate, while I have
incurred your difpleafure ? Nay, Sir,
faid fhe, you beft know whether you
have deferved it ; fo foon to engage in
a new amour, while I fancied, and you
pretended your heart was bleeding for
me. Can I, after this, believe the paf- .
fion you have profefled to me to be fin-
cere? Orif I can, what happinefs can I

_expett from a man capable of fuch in-
conftancy ? O my Soplia, cried he, do
not doubt the fincerity of my raflion.
Could I have flattered myfelf with the
moit diflant hopes, it would not have
been in the power of any other woman

to
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to have infpired a thought, which the
fevereft.chaility could bave condemned.
Inconftancy toyou! O Soplia,. if you
ean have the goodnefs to pardon what
is paft, let not future apprehenfions ex-
clude me from mercy ; for no repen-
tance was ever more fincere. Sophia
replied, that if fhe could be prevail’éd
on by his repentance to forgive him, fhe
maft at leait infift on the ftronger proof
of his fincerity. He begged that fhe.
would name any proof in his power. She
replied, that time alone couid convince
her, that he had refolved to abandon
thefe vicious courfes, whichfhe fhould de-
tet him for, if fhe imagined him capa-
le of perievering in them. He then
implored her confd nce, which he told
her it thould be the bufinefs of his life
to deferve.  Let it then, cried fhe, be
the bufinefs of fome part of your life,'to
fhew me you do deferve it ; and when
I fee you merit my confidence, you will
obtain it = But after what ‘is paft, Sir,
can you expeét I fhould rake you upon
your word? Don't believe me upon
my word, replied he; I have a better
fecurity. What is chat ? faid Sophia, a
«  lide
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litde furprized. 1 will fhew you, my
angel, faid he, drawing her gently to
to the glafs : There, behold it there,
cried he, in that lovely figure, in that
face, that fthape, thofe eyes, that mind,
which fhines through thefe eyes. Can the
man who fhall be in the poffeffion of
thefe, be inconftant? O my Sophia, ’tis
impoflible ! Sophia bluthed, and half
{miled ; but endeavouring to force her
_brow into a frown ; if I am to judge,
faid fhe, of the future by the paft, my
- image will no more remain in your heart
when I am out of your fight, than it
will in this glafs, when I am out of the
room. By all that is facred, fays 7ones,
it never was out of my heart ; from the
firt moment of hope, that my Sophia
might be my wife, allthe reft of her {ex
became as little the objeéts of delire to
the fenfe, as of paflion to my heart,
Well, faid Sophia, the proof of this muft
be from ‘time, Your fituation, Mr.
Fanes, is now altered, and I affure you,
I have a great fatisfattion in the atera-
tion. You will now want no opportu-
nity of being near me, and of convinc=
ing me that your mind is altered too. -
f R i O my
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O my angel, cried Faones, how fhall T
thank your goodnefs ? And are you fo
ind as to own that you have a fatis
“fadion in my profperity ? Believe-me;
madam, it is you alone have given a re-
Lith to that profperity ; fince I owe it
to' the dear hope— O my Sophia,
Jet it not be a diftant one. Permit me
to beg you would fix the period. = A
twelve month, perhaps, faid fhe. O
my Sophia, returned he, you have named
an eternity. Perhaps it may be fome-
thing fooner, (aid {he, and’if your paf
fion for me be what [ would have it, T
think you may now be eafy.— Ealy,
Sophia ! cried he, call not fuch happi-

nefs ‘as mine, by fo cold a name.
tranfporting thought | Am Inot aflured
that the bleffed day will come, when T
1 call you mine when fear fhall be
no more; when I fhall have that dear,
that ecftatic delight of malking my So-
phia happy ! Indeed, Sir, faid
(et ghat iday"aS¢dn ey OUTIDINE power.
O my dear angel, cried he, thefe
words have made me mad with joy.——
But 1 muft, I will thank thofe dear lips,
that have fo fweetly pronounced my
blifs.
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blifs. Then catching her in his arms,
‘he kiffed her with an ardour he had ne-
ver ventured before. o

Mr. Wefiern, who had ftood fome
‘time liftening, at this inftant burft into
the room, and with his hunting voice,
cried, To her Bay, to ber That’s
ity little ‘honey ; O that’s it.  Well,
what, is it all over ? Has fhe appointed
the day, boy ? Shall it be to-morrow or
next day ? Lt fhan’t be put off 2 minute
longer than next day, I am refolved.
Let me befeech you, Sir, faid Fones,
don’t let me be the occafion,—Pfha,
cries Weflern, 1 thought thou hadft been
2 lad of higher mettle. 1 tell thee it
is all Aim-flam. Zoodikers ! fhe would
havé the wedding to night, with all her
heart : Would'ft not, Sophy # Come,
confefs, and be an honeft girl for once.
"“What | art dumb? Why fhould I con-
fels, Sir ? faid Sophia, fince it {feems you
are {o well acquainted with my thoughts?
That’s a good girl, cried he ; anddoft
confent then ? No, indeed, Sir, faid
fhe. Why, that is, he replied, cnly
becaufe thou loveft to be difobedient,

and to plague and vex thy father.——
: Pray
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Pray Sir, faid Fones.—— 1 tell thee,
thou art a puppy, cried #eftern. When
I forbad her, then it was nothing but
fighing and whining, and languifhing,
and writing ? now I am vor thee, fhe
is againft thee. All the fpirit of contra-
diftion.  She is above being guided and
governed by her father, that is the whole
trath on’t.  What would my Papa have
have me do, cried Sophia. What would
Iha’ you do, faid he, why gr’ un thy
hand this moment, Well, Sir, faid
Sophia, T will obey you, there’smy hand
Mr. Fones. Well, and will you con-
fent to ha’ un to-morrow morning ? re-
turned WWeflern. 1 will be obedient to
you, Sir, faid fhe. Why then, to-
morrow morning be the day, cried he,
Then Papa, to-morrow morning thall
be the day, fince you will have it fo,
faid Sophia. »
Fones then kiffed her hand in a rap-
ture of joy, while #eflern began to ca-
per and dance about the room. But
prefently cried out, Where the devil is
Allworthy, he is talking with lawyer
Dowling, when he fhould be minding
other matters. He then fallied out in
queft
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queft of him, leaving the lovers to en-
joy a few tender minuates alone. FHe,
however, foon returned with A//worthy,
crying, If you won’t believe me, afk
her yourfelf. Halt not gin thy confent,
Sophy, to be married to-morrow ¢ Such
are your commands, Sir, faid Sophia,
and 1 dare not be guilty of difobedience.
I hope, madam, faid Mr. A/vorthy,
my nephew will merit this goodnefs,
and will be always as fenfible as I am of
the honour you have done us. Yes,
cries Weflern 5 but if 1 had fuffered her
to ftand fhilly-fhally, dilly-dally, you
might not have had that honour in haite.
I hope, faid Mr. Allworthy, there 1s not
the leaft conftraint. Why there, cries
Weflern, you may bid her unfay all a-
gain, if you will. Doft not thou repent
of thy promife, Sopby. Indeed, Papa,
faid fhe, I don’t repent ; nor do I be-
lieve I ever fhall, of any promife in fa-
vour of Mr. Fones. 'Then, faid Mr.
Allworthy, 1 felicitate you on this joy-
ful occafion. Mr. Weftern then declar-
ed, that they would have a merry night
of it ; but Mr. A//worthy informing him
that he was engaged, and could not~
break
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break his word, the *fquire propofed to
go with him, and to take Sophy, for he
could not part with him, and he obfery-
ed, that it would be barbarous to part
Zom and the girl. . Mr. 4llworthy em-
braced the propofal with pleafure, and
Sophia confented, having firft obtained
a private promife from her father to take
no notice of the approaching marriage,
When Mr. dllworthy and his compa-
ny arrived, Mrs. Miller no fooner {aw
Sopbia, than the guefled what had hap-
pened ; and {o great was her friendthip
to Jones, that it added to the tranfports
the felt on the happinefs of her own
daughter. In this joyful aflembly were
the father and uncle of young Mr.
Nightingale, who had alfo brought with
him his bride.. 'The evening was {pent
with great chearfulnefs. 'Thofe were
moft happy, who had been moft unhap-
Py before: Their former fufferings and
fears giving a double relith to their feli-
-city. ~ But their joy dwelt more in the
‘heart than in the tongue ; and Fozes and
Sophia appeared the leaft merry of the
whole compaay. = However, Mr. e/
Yern was {o pleafed with the chearfulnefs
and
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and good humour of all around him,
that he infifted on their dining with him
—the next day,

The following morning Sophiz gave

her hand to 7ones, in the chapel in Doc-

. tor’s-Commons, where Mr. Alworthy
Mz, Weftern, and Mrs. Miller, were
the only perfons prefent. The compa-
ny all arrived before dinner, and the
bride did the honours of the table. In
the evening Sophia took the firft oppor-
tunity of withdrawing with the ladies ;
and the ’fquire fat in to his cups, but
was by degrees deferted by all the com-
pany, except young Nightingale’s uncle,
who was engaged at the bottle long after
the happy hour which furrendered the
lovely S:phia to the eager arms of her
enraptured Fones.

Within two daysafter their marriage,
the bride and bridegroom, attended by
Mr. Allworthy and Mr. Weftern, re-
turned into the country, where the lat-
ter refigned his family feat, and the
greateft part of his eftate to his {fon-in-
law, he himfelf retiring to a {maller
houf: of his, better fituated for hunting.
™~ however, frequently vifited Mr.
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‘fones, Who, as well as his datghter, has
great delight in doing every thing in
their power to pleafe him. . :

Mr.- Allworthy was alfo greatly libe-
ral to Mr. Fones on his marriage ; and
omitted no inftance of fhewing his affec-
tion to him and his lady, who love him.
as a father. The principles of religion.
and 'virtue have been deeply rooted in
the mind of Foues by his converfation
with this good man, and by Lis uniom
with the lovely and virtuous Sophia. 'The
tender affe@ion of this happy couple 18
frengthened by their mutual endear-
ments, and mutaal efteem. They are
the delight of theit rélations and friends 3
and there is not a neighbour, a tenant,
or a {ervant, who does not blefs the day
when Mr. Fowes Was married to his
Sophia.

Mr. Fones has prevailed on his uncle
to fettle 200l. a. year upon Blifil, to
which he has privately added a third.
M. Nightingale has purchafed an eftate
for his fon in the neighbourhood of Mr,
Fones, where the young gentleman, his'
lady, Mrs. Miller, and  her .other chil-
dren refide; and the moft agrceable in-

tercourfe
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tercourfe fubfifts between the two fami-
lies. As to thofe of lower rank, Mr.
Fones has fettled gcl. a year on Par-
#ridge, who has again fet up a {chool,
in which -he meets with better fuccefs
than formerly ; and Mrs. Waters hav-
ing alfo returned into the country, has
a penfion of 6ol. fettled upon her, by
Mr. Aljaworthy, and is happily married.

BoL N TS






s s e sy
A

PR AL Gul

Of Pretty Little Books for Children,
~ fold by F. NEwWBERY, at the Cor-
ner of St. Paul’s Church-Yard.

RS. Lowechild’s Golden Prefent
~to all the -little Mafters and
Mifles of Europe, Afia, Africa, and
America 5 adorned with a variety of
Cuts. ‘Price one Penny, bound and
gilt. ‘
: Mr. Winlove's LeGures upon Moral
Subjedts, delivered to the little Mafters
and Miffes under his Care, adorned
with Cuts.  Price Six-pence, bound
and gilt. ¢
Mr. Winlowe's Colle&tion of enter-
taining Stories for little Mafters and
Miffes. Vol.I. .Price Six-pence,
bound and gilt.
Mr. 7e/l-Truth’s Natural Hiftory of
Birds and Beafts, Price 6d.
: The

4



"CATALOGUE.

The Hiftory of Fo/eph Andreaws, a-
bridged, for the amufement of Youth,
adorned with Copper-Plates. Price 1s.

The Hiftory of Zom Fones, a Found-
ling, abridged ; adorned with Copper-
Plate Cuts. Price 1s.

The Hiftory of Sir Charles Grand;ifon,
abridged, illuftrated with Copper-plate
Cus i Price 1s.

The Hiftory of Pamela, abridged,
- embellithed with Copper-plate Cuts.
Price’ 1s; :

The Hiftory of Clariffa Harlowve,
abridged, adorned with Copper-plate
Cuts.  Priceiips.

Where may be had,

Dr James’s Powder for Fevers,

Dr. Hill's Medicines, Wholefale and Re-
tail, by his own Appointment.

Dr. Hooper’s Pills.

Greenough’s Tinétures,

Stomachic Lozenges.

Lozenges of Tolu.

Hallen’s Effence.

Turkifh Reftorative.

Bateman’s Drops.

Scotch Pills, &¢,

















