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TO THE READER. 

TH _E following Story was written fe

veral years ago, without any defign of 
n1aking it public; but when the Au

thorefs was· perf uaded by f ome partial 

friends to prepare it for the prefs, ilie 

made a few alterations, and introduced 

the Hiftory of ZoorsKr, as a model for 

young people to copy. If the virtues 

exemplified in his conduct tend to 

awaken emulation in the minds of her 

youthful Readers, fhe will be pleafed 

at having publiihed it ; and in this hope 

the Work is now fubmitted to the pe

rufal of thofe to whom the ftudy of 
characters is interefting. 





.ADELINE de COURCr. 

·, 

LETTER I. 

From Madame S:r. SEVERIN, 

To the Countefs DE MuRVILLE, at the Chateau 

de M urv ille, near Pont de Panis. 

T O offer you an apology, my dear 

Madam, for this letter, would be 

an infult to your hun1anity: charity 

o.nd benevolence are among the train 

of virtues that belong to you, and I 

know you are ever zealous to befriend 

the caufe of fufrering virtue. I rnean 

not, my amiable friend., to act the 

p2.rt of a panegyrift; 'tis neithrr your 

character to recei·ve, nor n1ine to gi·ve, 

pr:iife;; that bear not the _fran1p of truth. 
I.1 



[ 2 ] 

In the prefent inflance, your good 
offices will be limited, and your ge
nerofi.ty f pared, for the object on whofe 
account I trouble you with this letter 
(which muft be a long and circum
ftantial one) does not feem to require 
any thing hut confolatory advice. To 
make you acquainted with the little I 
know of her hiftory, it is n~ceffary for 
me to tell ycm how I fidt fa w the un
fortunate won1an.-The f1:ory will ap
pear romantic, but I affure you it will 
be ih~c1:ly Hue. 

'Tis near three weeks ago fince we 
were furprized one evening by a very 
fudden and violent ftorm, which drove 
the hay-makers from their work., and 
called my attention to the field; where 
I perceived a woman fitting at the foot 
of a tree, apparently loft in thought, 
and heedlefs of -the ftonn. The rain 
fell in torrents, accompanied with fre
quent flafhes of lightning and loud 

thundero 
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thunder. I imagined the unhappy 
wretch rn ufi: have been intoxicated after 
her day's work, and that nothing but 
fuch a ftate of infenfibility could pre
vent her from following her companions 
from the field. 

I rang for one of my fervants, to in 
q uire about her ; who, to my g reat fur_;· 
p rize, informed me ihe did not belong 
to the hay-makers, and had only come 
into the fie ld juft before the ftorm be
gan ; that fh e was a well-dreffed woman, 
and feemed rather out of her mind. 
While he was fpeaking, the tem peft 
abated : I flung up the fafh, and called 
to her. She neithe r looked at me 
nor replied, but I could hear her fing
ing in a low and pbintive voice. 1 
fent the fervant to offer her money, 
and tc, afk who fhe was : before Le 
came to her the fky began to dearj 
and I fa vv her rife with difficulty frorn 
the grou!"ld) like~ Ferfcn :vho-was feeble, 

B 2 and 
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and attempt to make hay with one of 

the pitch-forks that was left; at which 
finding herfrlf very aukward, ihe threw 
it down, -as if difpleafed with her want 
of adroitnefs, and fat again on the wet 
grafs, covering her face with her hands. 

My fervant fpoke to her feveral times 
without -obtaining any anf wer; he aiked 
her to dry her clothes by the kitchen
fire, and to accept .of money or _refreih
ment; ihe fhook her head, and waved 
her hand for him to leave her. At 
length he _conquered her obftinacy by 
a ftratagem; for perceiving that fbe held 
a little box in her ,lap, which ihe feemed 

afraid he ihould take, he fuddenly 
fnatched it from .her, and made towards 
the houfe, while ,ihe ftarted from the 

ground, and followed .him to the terrace 

as quick as her 0.CT:rength would permit. 
I flood at the window to receive the 
box, and in a n10ment after ihe ap
proa~hed me.-1 felt my heart imprdfed 

with 
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wrth. the deepeft fenfe of melancholy 

v1hen I beheld her near the wind0w. 

The object before me appeared not 

m01;e than twenty years of age, and in fpite 

of ficknefs, poverty, and forrow, looked 

exquifitely beautiful: an eager fort of 
wildnefs in her eyes indicated a mind 

where reafon had too feverely felt the 

pangs of grief. Her for:m was delicate, 

but full of dignity; and when ihe fpoke, 

the plaintive and tuneful found of her 

voice was fuch, that I found m.y eyes 

fill with tears. In fpeaking every 

feature improved ; animation glowed 

upon her face, and all her actions dif

covered graces beyond 1ny power of 

defcription. 
cc When," faid ibe, " 1nay I be at 

reft? I braved the warring elements ! 
-I prayed for death !-I had no fear 

but one, and that was for the pre

cious cafket which contained my only 

wealth !-Oh, Madan1 ! ( and here fhe 

B J burft 
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burft into tears) let me, while this in
terval of reafon lafts, appeal to your 
jufi:ice, your mercy., your compaffion.
I aik no alms, I want no relief; but I 
conjure you to reftore that which is 
truly mine." 

Her intercfting manner, and pathetic 
voice, firuck me to the heart. 1 
told her I would reHore the box 
Ofl: one condition alone, which was,. 

.-.that ihe would confent to come in
. to the houfe, and be guided by my 
direB:ions. -She promifed to obey my 
,vi11-the fervant brought her to me.
we dried her clothes,. and fet fome pro
vifion before her-but her whole atten·
tion was fixed on the box which I had 
reftored. She took a key out of her 
pocket, and opened it--I faw it was full 
of papers, out of one (which fee med to 
be a letter) fhe took a miniature piB:ure, 
which reprefented a very handfome 
young man. She looked at it fome 

time~ 
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lrme, then burft into tears; fee med again 

afraid it !hould be taken from her, and 

locked the box very haftily. She then 

attempted to eat, but could not-roie fe .. 

veral times fro1n the tablej walked wild

ly round the room, pointed to her head, 

then to her heart, as if that was the feat 

of her diforder- at length, feeming a 

little more compofed, I entreated her to 

tell me where ibe came from ; and on 

her mentioning the nan1e of Dubois, 

I recollected that a woman of that name 

kept a lodging-houfe in the village. I 
felt her pulfe, and found fhe had fo 

firong a fever, that I fent for the apo

thecary, and ordered the fervant to gain 

a11 the information he could fro1n Ma

dame Dubois concerning this unhappy 

creature. He brought n1e back word 

that fhe arrived in the diligence about 

three weeks before, and took an apart

-ment in· her houfe, feemed very melan

choly, but perfoct1y reafonable, and paid 

B 4 for 
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for every thing ilre had the firft fort-
night; at the end of which fhe was 
taken with a violent fever, from which 
fhe recovered very flowly-that at the 
end of the laft week fhe told Madame 
Dubois her illnefs had coft her n1ore 
money than fhe expeB:ed, and therefore 
fne :fhould not be enabled to keep her. 
lodging, un1efs fhe could get any needle
work, or other means of maintaining 
herfelf, which, as Dubois could not im-
1nediately do, fue grew very melancholy, 
and feemed at times to talk in a wild 
and incoherent manner; but that her 
name and ftory were unknown. 

The apothecary judged it neceifary 
to have her blooded, and put to bed;
fue at that ti1ne fee1ned in a fort of 
ftupor, of courfe made no oppofition 
to our defigns. 

Her drefs, when fhe rame into mr
houfe, was a brown camlet gown, 
with a white cloth apron, a muilin cap 

clofe 



[ 9 ] 

dofe to her face) and a ftraw hat, tied 

under her chin with a faded pink rib

band. When we took off her cap, a 

profufion of beautiful brown hair fell 

over her ihoulders, and under the dif .. 

guife of a ftuff gown the extren1e fine

nefs of her linen confirmed the idea 

which I had before formed from her be

haviour, that ihe was a perfon who had 

been in a fuperior line of life. 

As fhe continued in a ftate of infen

fib.ility, I thought it proper to lock up 

her .box, and every thing which was con, ... 

rained in her pockets: I alfo fent fo.r 

the few things ihe had left at Dubois's 

houfe, which conG.fted of a crucifix, 

fame linen marked A. R. a rofary, a 

prayer-book, and a very fcanty quantity 

of wearing apparel. 

Her fever continued fo. violent, at

tended at times with del.irium, that 

the phyfician ( who1n 1 fent for on 

the fecond day)_ thought it highLy 
requifite 
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rcquifite to put on blifters. She fre
quently ta1ked in a wild ftrain, but 
did not fay any thing from which het 
hiftory could even be gueifed at. On 
the tenth day her fever began to abat,=,, 
:fhe grew compofed and rational, en
quired where fhe was, expreffed her 
gratitude to me in the moft eloquent 
terms, and was in a ihort time able to 
go from one chamber to another. Her 
firft care was to aik for the box ; and to 
apologize thus to me for her folicitude: 
" The papers inclofed herein were 
written by a perfon vvho is dead to n1e. 
I ihall keep thern even to my faft hour, 
that in moments when my foul is in
clined to be morofe, and to form a bad 
opinion of mankind, I may fee that the 
true fpirit of honor is not utterly extinct." 

In a fhort time 1ny unknown vifi.tor 
·was able to come down flairs, ·and af
fumed an appearance of ferenity, which 

· I have fince reafon to believe her heart 
was 
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was a {hanger to. I found her pof
feffed of an excellent capacity, of the 
1110ft winning manners, and amiable 

dif pofition. I never ventured to afk 

any queftions refpeB:ing her ftory, for 

fear of diftreffing her ; and as I found 

her grateful for my attentions, I hoped 
in time ihe would willingly confide her 

difrreffos to me.-I was delighted with 

rny new com·panion, and pleafed to fee 

a faint appearance of health dawn upon 

her cheek; when one day Madame Du

bois brought a letter directed to Made

moifelle de Ruvigny, at Madame d>Or

val's, which, fhe apprehended, was 

meant for her lodger. On reading it I 

obferved ihe changed countenance, and 

for two days after fee1ned glo.01ny and 

thoughtful. 
The evening of the fecond day I was 

fent for to 111y coufin Madame Brifac 

( who was taken fuddenly ill, and with 

whon1 I was obliged to ftay at 
Paris 
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Paris till the end of the week.} "v\7 he:1 
I left her I obferved her eyes were full 
of tears; ibe grafped my hand, but did 
not fpeak; and, on my retm:n, I found 
that the morning after my departure 
fue walked out early, and was never 
feen afterwards. You 1nay eafily ima
gine my anxiety and apprehenfions were 
great, till L received the inclofed letter, 
which acquaints me ibe is in a convent 
at Dijon. I therefore beg, my dear 
friend (if not inconvenient to you to 
go fo far) that you will have the good
nefs to iee her, if poffible, and to I'new 
her thofe little attentions which are fo 
particularly foothing to the unfortunate. 
-Perhaps her ftory may be known to 
the lady abbefs. 

I have trefpaffed greatly on your 
time; but I am fure, when you have 
feen the perfon of whom I write, yo-..'l 
will be too much interefted about her, 
to think any thing tedious that concerns 

an-
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-an object calculated to infpire compaf

Jion and tendernefs. 

Adieu, my dear Countefs. 

I have the honor to be, 

Your's -obediently, and affeB:ionateiy, 

MARIE ST. S:EV,ERIN. 

'Bellevi.ie, near 

Orleans, July 5th. 

LETTER IL 

To Madame ST. SEVERIN, 

From the Convent de St. Croix, at Dijon. 

DEAR l\tIADAIW, 

I SHOULD ·be the nioft. ungrateful 
wretch exifting, if I did not feel .very 

fen.Gbly the obligations I owe to ·you . .:.. 

I .therefore tike the fir-ft opportunity' 
:0f 
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of exculpating myfelf from the fault I 
muft feem to have committed, in leav
ing your hofpitable houfe in fuch an 
abrupt and apparently unaccountable 
manner. 

At this moment I cannot refolve 
to make you fully acquainted with my 
ftory; but, left I ihould feem un- . 
grateful, or unworthy of all your kind
ndfes, 1 beg leave to affure you that my 
rnisfortunes are derived from the crimes 
of others, and the weaknefs of my own 
heart~ which is too vulnerable not to feel 
feverely that ignominy which I inno
cently have incurred.-vVhen my rnind 
is more cornpofed" I will venture to 
trouble my revered benefacl:refs -v· ith a 
long and true recital of my wrongs. A 
fubdued fpirit like mine would be · con . 

. tent to fuffer filently thole ills that cannot 
b~ remedied, did not an honefr wifh to 
prevent my ch'aract:er from being hurt 
· n your op;nion; induce me to fpeak of 

diflreffrs 
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--oifrreffes which I meant to bury with 
me in the grave. I have chofen this 

facred houfe for my afylum. The 
fady abbefs ( who is a mofl: refpeB:able 

woman) has received me kindly; and I 
1nean to dedicate the remaining part of, 
I hope, a very ihort life, to patience and 

prayer. Be affured, while I exifr and 

retain my fenfes, I fuall never forget 

th~ marks of friendibip and benevolence 

which I received from you. Madame 
St. Severin will be remembered in my 

lateft prayers; and I truf-t the Almighty 

will make amends, by every bleffing 

this world can give, for my inability to 

repay the obhg2tions that I owe her. 

IV1 y ftrength decreafes every day- indeed 

how fbould it be otherwife ! My malady 

is far beyond the reach of human aid. 

The difeafe is in n1y 1nind, and the 

grave, to which I look forward with 

joyful hope, will foon affor'i me that 

peace which the world cannot give. I 

4 will 
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will not wound your fufceptible heart by 
entering farther on this fubject; but for 
the prefent will fubfcribe rnyfelf, 

Dear Madam, 

Your mofi grateful and affectionate, 

AD~LINE DE CouRcY4 

As· foon as I have leifure to recollec:1: 
.every rnint1te circu1nftance of my life, 
( for thofe that are the 1110ft trivial are 
the only pleafant things I have to re
member, and the moft agreeable to 
relate) I will employ .myfelf in writing 
a full and true hiftory ; and will fobmit 
it to your perufal the firft opportuni ty. 
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.L E T T E R III. 

'From the Countefs DE MuRVILLE, 

To the Abbe ST. BERTIN. 

REVEREND 'FATHER, 

I SHOULD not think myfelf war
ranted, by my ihort acquaintance 

·.wich you, to make a -req ueft, was it 
not on account of an abfent friend, 

.Madame St. Severin, whofe excellent 
. character cannot be unknown to you. 
She has commiffioned me to render any 
offices in my power to M ademoifelle 
de Courcy, who is in the convent de St. 
, Croix, and to whom I hear y0u have fre
. quent accefs. -I muft, therefore, petition 
you to introduce me to that lady, who, 
from my friend's defcription, I am pre
pared to pity and efteem. I fhall be 
at ·home all to-1norrow mornmg, and 

VoL. I. -C if 
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if you will do me the favour to come 
over to my chateau, which is half way 
between J oigny and Dijon, I fhall be 
happy to converfe with you on that 
fribjeEt. 

I .remain, with fentiments of ref peer, 

Your ohedie1:t humble fervant, 

BLANCH£ DE MuRVILLE., 

·Chate~u de Murville, 

near Pont de Panis, 

LETTER IV. 

From l\fadame ST. SEVERIN, 

To Mademoifelle DE Co u .R. c y, 

Y ouR letter has relieved me from 
the utmoft anxiety l - Your reafons 
for an abrupt departure I will believe 

t() 
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10 be jufr, and I fhall wait patiently 
till it fuits you to intruft me with the 
iecret of your heart.-In the mean 

-time, let 1ne conjure you, my dear, by 
thofe religious principles you profefs, 
to flrive againH: defpondency; it is the 
fnare into which weak rninds inevitably 
fa1l; bu!: you, who are bleifed with an 
enl ightened capacity, and who have 
faith in the Divine Power, G1ould prove, 
by your fubmiffion and fortitude, that 
you can bear the arrows of affliction 
with patience, as ·you would have done 
the fun-fhine of profperity with an 
humble mind. 

If poverty is the calamity under 
·which your fpirits are fubdued, you 
may expect affiftance from the hand 
of friendfhip ; and your heart need not 
be averfe to recei-ve from thofe who are 
treafurers of Fortune, and happy to 

,diftribute her gifts. 
·C 2 If 



f 20 ] 

1f you are not 1niferable on account 
;of pecuniary diftreffes, but from being 
.robbed of your happinefs by the de
figns of treachery and ar(, comfort your
felf with the thoughts .of your own 
innocence ; and think how many peo
ple groan under oppr.ellion., cruelty, and 
wrong. -Why .fhould not you bear 
rriisfor.tune with as much heroifm, as 
much patience, as others have done ? 

lf you have made a falfe ftep, and 
h3.ve fallen fron1 an honourable and vir
tuous Gtuation, do not ( as many erring 

.. !inners have done) think yourfelf too 
far involved .in guilt, to aim at a re
turn to virtue. There are many de
grees of criminality; and .there is no 
reafon, becaufe you have flipped down 
-one ftep, you ihould fuffer yourfelf to 
fall to the bottom of the .ladder. I 
am not one of thofe morofe fevere 
_prudes, who can abandon a perfon 

.becaufe 
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becaufe they failed in one duty ; I an1 
not like many ftricr moralifl:s of my 
acquaintance, who will rwt allow that 
one error may be counterbalance::d by a. 
train of amiable qualities. 

If you have loft a beloved friend, I 
can only advife you to believe, that 
Heaven forefaw he would meet with 
various rrfrsfortunes in th-is life, and by 
taking hi1n to a happier Pcate, kindly 
exempted him frmn thofe cares and 
fufferings which would have been his 
portion here. 

As the continuance of my coufin's 
illnefs (who I have brought to Orleans) 
makes it impoffible for n1e to fhew you 
any pe rfonal attentions, I have de fired 
a rnoft refpect:able and intimate friend 
of mine" the Countefs de Murville, to 
be my deputy: I fl:.itter tnyfrlf you will 
receive her for my fake, and 1 make no 
doubt you will experience from her 
every mark of kindnefs and civ.i 1 iLy •. 

C 3 _. ccept 
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P.1.ccept my beft willies; and believe
n1e 

Your affectionate Friend, 

M ARIE. ST. SEVERIN. 

LETTE'R V. 

From the Countefs DE M uRVILLE,. 

To Madame ST. SEVE RIN, 

l\1Y DEAR MADAM, 

0 N the receipt of your letter I re• 
f olved to try if I could gain accefa 
to the unhappy perfon who1n you· 
recon1mended to me. I happened at 
that time to have bufinefs at D~ion,. 
therefore it was no inconvenience to me ; 
and if it had, I ihould not have thought 
it any trouble to comply with your re
queft. 

I wen 
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I went to the convent, but found 

Mademoifelle de Courcy h2.d given 

a ftriB: charge that no perfon fhould 

be adrnitted to her. The lady ab

befs was filent upon her ilory; af

fured me fne had all the appearance 

of a tranquil, refigned, and religious 

difpofition ; and that, except her confef

for and the .i\..bbe St. Bertin, :fbe had 

Flot feen ,any· one fince ihe came into 

the convent. She added., her intention 

was not to be a nun, but ihe believed 

her reafon for coming there was to find 

a temporary afylum to fcreen her from 

perfecution. 

. When fhe mentioned the Abbe Sto 

Bertin, I immediately had hopes of 

feeing her, as he was not unknown 

to me. As foon as I returned to the

inn at Dijon, I wrote to him, and the 

venerable man came to me 1m1ne

diately. I had enforced 1ny pet1t1on 

C 4 with. 
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with your name, and was happy to find: 
he had imparted the contents of my 
letter to the fair fufFerer; and that when 
he mentioned me as a friend of yours,, 
fue expreffed. a defire to cultivate my ac
quainta11ce. On the fubjeB: of her hif
tory he was .Glent, but his looks indi
cated that it was truly woeful. 

I went with him to the convent.-She 
received me with an air of monrnful 
grandeur, which was exp!:e.ffive of a great 
mind fl:ruggling with diftrefs. I-Ier man
ners were elegant, her converfation po
lifhed, and fuch as might be expected 
from a woman of refined education, and 
clear underfranding. The tone of her 
voice affected me, as it had done you; and 
when I mentioned your name, a tender 
look of fatisfacrion beamed from her 
eyes, and a fofc but fickly kind of fmile, 
a iomething between the expreffion of 
tears and f miles, dawned upon her face. 

Nothing 
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Nothing can be more perfect than her 

furrn, nor more interefting than her 

countenance. 

I offered ro repeat my vifits, for 

which ihe thanked me ; then turn

ing to the Abbe~ fhe faid to him, 

with a look of fweetnefs, " How can 

I refrain fro1n· breaking through the 

laws I had impofed on myfelf, when a 

friend of Madame St. Severin is intro

duced to me by you?" 

I have now, my dear Madam, ac--

quitted myfelf in fome meafure of 

the pleaung tafk you de.fired me to 

undertake ; and fhall think myfelf very 

happy if I can in future contribute 

to the ea-fe or comfort of this poor 

young woman. I have a great defire 

to have the myftery of her ftory un

ravelled, which• I fofpecl fhame alone 

prevents her from revealing : but from 

whatever fource her mi fortunes may 

have f prung, her forrow and contnt10n 

are 
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are a greater puniihment to her than the· 
cenfore of the world. A wounded con
fcience, I am of opinion, is a more fe
vere accufer than any earthly arraigner 
of our actions. 

I remain, dear Madam, 

Your affe[tionate and obliged friend, 

BLANCHE DE MuR VILLE. 

LET' TE R VI. 

From ADELINE DE CouRcY, 

To Madame S-T. SEVERIN. 

SrNcE I had the honour., dear Ma
dam, of writing to you Iaft, rny de
dining health has reminded me of the 
neceffity of performing my promife, and 
of vindicating my character,. while I am 
able to give you a clear and exact ac
count of my unfortunate life,, 

My 
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My hiftory will wear the colouring 

Gf romance, but I affure you it is 

founded on truth. I have neither 

wiihed to embellifh or prolong it ; 

] have neither extenuated the faults 

of others, nor wifhed to throw a veil 

over my own.-I befpeak your pa

tience for a long narrative, which it is 

neceffary I ihould begin from the ear-

liefr period of my exiftence, and intro

duce to you f ome circumftances and 

people, that would not deferve your no

tice, if they were not fo 1nuch con

nected with the events of my life, as to 

be requifite towards the explanation of 

my ftory. 
When . you are acquainted with the 

nature of my 1nisfortunes, I arn fure, 

fo far from condemning me for fink

irng under the1n now, you will wonder 

bow I Jhould have furvived the firit 

fhock I was deftined to meet with. 
The· 
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The Countefs de Murville has, by her· 

kindnefs, fully anf we red· your expect a-· tions,.. and in fo1ne meafure alleviated· my diftreifes.-She is entitled to my 
confidenc€; and the Abbe St. Bertin is 
commimoned by 1ne this day to entruft. her with all he knows of me '3.nd my 
misfortunes. Ailow me, dear Mada~,. to renew my grateful thanks to you for 
your goodnefs to the unfortunate 

ADELIN-E DE Co.uRcY ... 

=<vtrrsm 

0 F 

ADELINE DE' COURCY: 

---
MY father, who was· a younger' 

brother, of the ancient and noble family of Courcy, had a fmall eftate 
left 
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1eft him by an uncle in Lorraine; and 

·was, at the age of thirty, 
1 

deemed by 

the court ·of France a proper per

fon to fill ·an important ftation under 

government; in which he acquitted him

felf fo wifely, that he gained great ap

p1aufe from ·.adminiftration, and was foon 

·after fent ·to :Rome :in a public capacity. 

:He there became enamoured ofVioletta 

-Bernini, an Indian lady of great beauty, 

and noble family, but f mall fortune, 

whom he married, and I was the only 

offspring of that union. 

In lefs than two years after my birth, 

my father was recalled, and he 'had not 

been long returi;ied to his native country 

before he had the misfortune to ]ofe my 

,mother, whorn he fincerely larntnted; 

and .-has often faid, ·had not my ftate of 

helplefs innocence claimed his protec

tion and care, he does not think it would 

·have been po~ble for him to have long 

Jurvived hero 
This ... ,,. 



[ 30 ] 
This heavy blow was only the pre

lude to a feries of unfortunate events.-_ 
Scarcely fix months were e1apfed before 
his elder brother died without children, 
to whom, it was naturally foppofed, 
my father would be heir; but he had 
quarreled with him on his marrying in 
Italy fo n1uch, as to have cut off the 
entail of the eftate, ( which it was in 
his power to do) and left it to a diftant 
coufin. 

My poor father had a fpirit of libe
_rality which .bordered on extravagance. 
During five years, that he poffeffed a 

Jucrative and honourable place under 
government, he was fo bad an cecono

. rr1ift. as to fpend every !hilling of his 
income in deeds, which were then called 

. generous, but have fince been ftyled 
imprudencies; and, when the king died, 
and a total change took place in the 
offices of Hate, he found himfelf op-

:pofed ~y a powerful facl:io11, and retired 
.from 
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from court abfolu tely difgraced, and in 

poffeffion only of a very fmall fortuneo 

-He left rne to the care of an old aunt 

,at Orleans, ( who promifed to prefide 

over my education) and refolved to go 

to the Weft-Indies, to fuperintend an . 

-eftate which was left him there by his 

uncle : but this voyage did not anf wer 

his expeltations~ the eftate was. rated 

far above its value; the land was poor, 

the crops bad ; and after fpending a 

confiderable furn in trying to improve 

it, the hurricanes deftroyed the harveft 

he expected to reap from his care and 

induftry, and he returned in a few years 

.to France, without being enriched. 

He now found his health and fpirits 

fo much hurt, and his circumftances fo 

narrow, that he refolved to retire into 

Lorraine, to a fma!l farm, the re!naining 

part of his uncle's bounty, and there 

pafs the remainder of his days in peace.:. 

-ful obfcurity. 
9 Re· 
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He was delighted,on approachingthe 

-farm, to obferve the beauty of the fitua
.,tion, and the fertility of the fields around 
~it.-The barns were .large, and filled 
with grain, the premiffes in good re

.pair; but he was grieved to find the 

.farm-houfe too fmall to accommodate 
·him with a. lodging, unlefs he incmn
,moded the tenant's family. 

In the valley beneath the fann was 
.an old uninhabited houfe, which had 
·once been a monafiic building, and was 
:the property of the Marquis de Rozan
.court, an old acquaintance of my fa
.thfr's, .( who had a cafde. about a league 

· from thence, which ,his .partiality for 
Paris prevented his refiding at more than 

··.two. months in the year). Charmed with. 
the quiet retirement .of ;the place, and 
.its vicinity to the farm, my father wrote 
:to the Marquis, requefting he would 
,2.llow him to .hire it; which was granted 

.-;ye~y handfomely, .at a low ..r.ent. 

Here 
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I--Iere my father found hirnfelf quite 
11appy; and after being there three 
rnonths, he fent for me to enliven his re

treat. I was forry to leave my kind aunt, 

but delighted with the thoughts of feeing 

my fath er; .and I faw the preparations for 

rny journey with all the pleafure which 

young rninds are apt to feel at the idea 

of exploring new fcenes.-A maid, who 
bad been with -me from my earlieft in
fa ncy, and whofe education had been 

fr1perior to the con1mon run of fervants, 

was n1y attendant; and her fidelity and 

at tachment .to me will be fufficiently 

e.xemplified in many parts of 1ny life. 

:t'~ otwithftanding my joy at the 

thoughts of the journey, when the mo

ment of feparation fron1 Madam d'Or

val, my aunt, arrived, I felt n1y heart 
1~-: ady to burft, and I fhed tears of gra

ti tude and love.- The good old lady 

gave me her b1efiing, recomrnended me 

to the care of Genevieve, and faw us 

VoL. I. D get 
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get into the diligence, which was our 
cheapeft mode of conveyance. 

My eyes were fwoln with crying, and 
111y heart heavy, for fome miles. It was 
early in the morning, and fcarcely light; 
but when the day advanced, and I grew 
n1ore compofed, I looked up to take a 
view of 1ny fellow-travellers. I found 
myfelf feated between my maid and a 
fharp~faced prin1 man, whom I after
wards underftood was an a'vocat. On 
the other fide fat a fat publican, fafl: 
afleep, and a ili.ort red-nofed woman, 
who looked very confequential, and was 
fo vain of her f1lk gown, that ihe almoft 
buried under it a ienf1ble-looking little 
man, who retired quietly into the cor
ner, and appearrd to be an Abbe. I 
then furveyed the beautiful profpefts, 
and fl1ould have made my remarks upon 
the different objects that amufed me, had 
not timidity checked the vivacity of my 
youthful fpirits.-Happy, moft happy, 

9 furely 



I 35 J 
· urely is that age of innocent playful
-nefs, when every tr-iae can excite cu
riofity, and eve,-ry new fcene enchant the 

:imagin:ltion ! 
The file.nee wa-s at laft broken by the 

·woman beginning to frold her hufband 
.for fooring; who, waking in a peevifh 
humour, Teturn'd her compliments with 
'looks of anger. The avocat ( who 
fee med to ai111 ·at the cha:1·acter of a wit, 
and delighted in mifchief) fpirited up 
·the difcontented man to 1nake a keen 
Teply; which fo :provoked the lady, that 
.her lecture did not ,ceafe till we came 
:to the end ·of our firft ftage.-1 was 
happy, however, to find in the evening 
her rJge had fubfided; but ahs ! in 
her good-humot1red moments fhe was 
:an everlafi:ing talker, and it was feldotn 
the Abbe had an -opportunity of fpeak
ing; when he did, his remarks were fo 
judicious, a11 his expreffio-ns fo pleafing, 
.and .hi,s looks fo mi~d and engaging, that 

D 2 I fe-
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I fecret1y wiilied I might find my father 
juft like the interdl:ing character before 
1ne.-To my great concern, at the fecond 
ftage he took qis leave of us, faying, he 
n1uft wa-it there the arrival of a compa .. 
nion, and, without having had the cu
riofity or t:ie thought to afk: whither 
we were deftined, he left us to purfue . 
our Journey. 

On the third day we arrived at 1ny fa
ther's retreat. I faw an old hou(e,.armC?ft 
enveloped i.n a wood, near a beautiful 
green hill, on the fumrnit. of , which 
ftood the farm-houk, and a little hamlete 
.On one fide of our retired manf10n was 
a11 o1d ruin, confifcing -.of broken arches, 
terminated, b-y an octagon building, 
which once had been a chapel, and n_ow 
,vas alr.nofr overgrown with bufhes and · 
trees. 

1 My father-met us at the door of his 
habitation-I threw myfelf into bis arms 
~ 1 .looked for the placid face of the ·· 

Abbe» 
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Abbe, but faw a countenance expreffing 

dignity and pride, and a brow marked 

with care. His perfon commancied re

fpect, but,. when he fpoke, his·features~ 
relaxing fr0tn their ufual gravity, foften
ed into c01nplacency. He infpired me 
with awe mingled with affection, and 
as I faw the big tear force its way down 

his cheek, my heart beat in unifon with 
his, and I wept on the bofom of my 
hono-ured father. I was at th1t time 
ne.at ·fourteen years of age, docile in 

1ny difpofition, --but lively in 1ny con
verfation. ~ I knew no cares, I had no 
ambitious hopes -my thoughts were 
gay and innocent-and my actions 

were thofe of an artlefs being, who had 
never been taught to difgu·.fe the fenfa

tions of her heart. My father was 

charmed with 1ny fimplicity, and doatei 
on · a ft;1ce that bore a ftriking fimili

tude to the features o f his beloved Vio

letta~ I became the joy, the corn.fot~ 

D 3 of 
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of his heart, and by n1y 1nirthfuI ·con~
verfation enlivened his retreat: 

I had early been- taught to fing, and: 
to play a Iittle upon the harp. My fa
ther had a great tafte for mufic, and: 
was delighted with- 1ny having a genius 
for iL He was a man· not lefi conver
fant in literatur-e than he was in the 
n1anners of the world. He had brought 
feveral inftrucrive books (both in the 
hifroric2l and moral line) into his re
tirement. Previous. to m:y arrival he· 
fent to Paris,:. and added to his coHection: 
thofe wherein amuf-ement wa:s blended 
with infcruchon,. knowing that young
n1inds muft be brguiled by degr.ees into 
ftudy.~- He contrived to-mak~ my new" 
abode wear as cheerful an af pect as pof
.fi.ble; and, to prevent the time from 
palling heavily, or my feeling the want 
of foci:ety, he taught 1ne geography and 
aftronomy. We read together, and fome-
times admitted my faithfo1l forvant Ge-

nevieve· 
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nevi eve to be of our party. \Ve 
walked, we fiD1ed, we worked in the 
gardefi, and idlenefs was banifhed fron1 
our peaceful habitation. Obferving 
that I had a great defire to explore the 
country farther than what lay within 
the compafs of a walk, my father pro
n1ifed to buy a couple of 1nules in the 
fpring. 

Winter foon approached 7 and paffet! 
on without bringing with it dulnefs or 
ennui; for my father had a 1noft ex
cellent memory, a brilliant fancy, and a 
manner of converung, both on gay and 
grave fubjetts, fo as to intereft and 
pleafe thofe who were his companions. 
In the fpring he purchafeJ the mules ; 
but before he would truft 111e to ride 
with him, he chofe to tty their fafety.,. 
and to make them as docile as he could> 
for the purpofe of carrying n1e. 

One morning ( Oii his return frorn 
what I thought 1nuft have been a won-

D 4 derful 



[ 40 ] 
derful long ride) my father ca1ne homt 
with an uncommon air of vivacity in 
his countenance -"· Adeline,'' faid he,, 
" I have fot1 nd a treafure-do not fup
pofe, my child, ( obferving my eager 
look and joyfu l actions) that I ha v~ 
difcovered a mine !- there are tre?,fures 
in this world more rare, and of greater 
value than riches. In a remote , fitua ,.. 
tion like ours, forgotten a-s we are by 
one p.1rt of the world, and unknown by 
the other, who could fuppofe my deftiny 
would fend a dear and old fr iend to 
cheer my folitude ? In a little hamlet, 
on the other fide of yonder hill, whither 
1 ii..1ffered my mule to carry me, that 
unexpeB:ed, long abfrnt friend rdides. -
As I came down the fide of the hill I faw 
a figu re fi tting under a tree, with a book 
in his hand. I meant not to interrupt 
his ftudies, and was palling f1ow]y by, 
but the found of my 1nule's feet (in a 
ro J.d fo t~nfrequented) caught his ear, 

He 
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I-Ie looked up-I faw that revered, th3.t 

benign face, which once feen could never 

be forgotten-in fhort, I gazed aftoniihed 

at the Abbe St. Bertin. The joy and 

amazement of the worthy man at feeing 

me cann0t be defcribed ; we embraced 

each other, and congratulated ourfelves 

on this fortunate difcovery; but the 

fight of a (hanger, and our appearance of 

furprife 3.t meeting, made the villagers 

gather round us ; and as I was afraid 

you would be uneary at my long fl::ay, 

I parted fr01n the Abbe, on his pro

n1ifing to borrow a little vehicle, be~ 

longing to the principal farmer in the 

hamlet, in order to pay me a vific this 

evening." 

Here my father ended, and, with the 

impetuofity of a girl who is delighted at 

any thing new, I ran to impart this 

amazing event to Genevieve, and from 

that time till the evening my thoughts 

were employed how I_ iliould beft do 

honour 
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honour to my father's friend, and the 
firft vifitor who had graced our habita
t10n. 

There was a little part of the grove· 
that furrounded the ruins of the abbey,. 
which we had fonned into a garden; 
by the fide of it ran a clear ftream,. and 
on a bank above a few trees were fo 
happily fituated that their boughs met,, 
and hanging over, made a fort of recefs .. 
Here we had placed a ruftic feat, made 
of fern, with a wooden table, and three 
chairs in it,. for my father, myfelf,. and 
Genevieve ; I had planted honey
fuckles at the foot of the trees, which 
had twined round them, and were juft 
beginning to blow; and here I refolved 
to prepare for our gudl: fuch a repaft 
as our humble frtuatron would afford: 
it confifted of coarfe brown bread, a 
large difh of ftrawberries, and cream 
in a wooden bowl. I then ran about 
the wood gathering wild rofes, which I 

placed 



[ 4'J J 
pfaced· round a ftraw hat to adorn rny

felf with, and· put on a clean white 

jacket to make my appearance as neat 

as poilible~-
Before I was quite dreffed I heard 

the dog bark,_ and I ran down as quick 

as I could to receive the -vifitor ; but 

before I eould arri vet at the parlour door 

he was adn1itted .. I hefitated a· mo1nent,0 

from a fenfat:ion of bafhful modefly ;. 

but recollecting,- though he was a. 

fhanger to me, he was my father's , 

friend,. I refumed my courage) and with 

a gay counter-1ance entered the room .. 

To rny great ·furprife and confofion I 

perceived there· were two people with 

i:ny father ; yet fo much had feclufion• 

fro1n the world made the fight of 

:£hangers intimidating to me, that I did' 

not even difringuifh the features of 

either, but ca:ft my eyes on the ground;. 

til1111y father took me b,y the hand,, and 

faid, cg Adeline, regard this. gentleman: 
as 



as more than a relation, for he is a 
friend. Abbe St. Bertin, this is my 
daugbter.''-I raifed my eyes from the 
ground, and, to my infinite joy, beheld 
the fame benevolent ferene face that 
had charmed me f o much in the dili
gence. Overcome with furprife I gave 
a !hriek; I felt as if I at that moment 
f~und a long-loft friend, and the firft 
irnpulfe of youthful joy tempted me to 

· embrace the welcome gueft; but recol
leB:ing th~re was another perfon in the 
room, I checked myfelf, and caft m.y 
eyes on him. There, embarraffinent foc
ceeded to the innocent joy I had jufc 
experienced, and I grew infbntly awk-

. ward, filent, and covered with blu!hes. I 
faw a handfome youth of feventeen years 
of age, whofe countenance was full of 

· fenfibility, and his figure elegant be
yond any thing I had ever feen. He 
bowed to rne with a modeft yet grace
ful air, which I ren~rned with a con-

fufed 
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fmfed fort of fide-curtfey, and dared 

not look that w'ii.y again, till my father 

propofed a walk in the garden. 

\Ve adjourned to 1ny favourite · feat, 

which both the v.iGtors were pleafed to 

co1nmend. The Abbe talked a great 

deal, remir1ded .me of the quarrelfome ·. 

C-:)Uple we travelled with, and by hrs 

·cheerfulnefs afld eafe encouraged me to 

converfe with him. By degrees I grew; 

more familiarized to hear the found of 

other voices befide my father's, and I 

began to laugh and talk with the Abbe 

without the timidity which l .at firft ex .. 

periencc:d. r.Ay only difhefs -was, that 

a.s there were places -but for three peo

ple in the fern feat, our young vifitor 

was obliged to fit .on the grafs. I made 

apologies to him on the occafion, which 

he returned with the politenefs one 

fhould expect from a man who had · 

Jived in courts, rather than the civility ·· 

;of an unexperienced .boy_. His c01u .. 
p anion 



:panion never mentioned his name., :but 
-encouraged .him .to -converfe, and he 
,difplayed ·infinite _pleafantry and wit in 
bis lively an[wers. 

The .i\bbe whi[pered my father, he 
had a great genius., an .excellent capa
city, and the moil: gllnerous and -kind 

-difpofition in the ·world. I overheard 
-what he faid, and ftole a look at the 
object of his praifes. Senfe, candot1r, 
and liberality were wriuen -in his open 

.-countenance, an<l good humour was ex
preffed in eNer-Y f mile. 1 admired his 
.fine dark eyes, and grew envious of ,his hair ( which hung in lai:ge ringlets 
on his fhoulders,) .becaufe I thought it 
.more beautiful than my own. 

At th is moment the Abbe exp reffed 
,a wiih to [peak alone with my father : 
they left 1ne w-ith the {hanger and 
Genevieve, who was waiting on us. I 
·was again embarraifed, and a long 
Jilence enfwed ; nor was it broken till 

-one 
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pne of the rofes happened to fall from 

my hat, w hi.ch he took fro1n the 

ground) and prefented to me.-Ignorant 

how to behave, I told him he was 

·welco1ne to keep it, and, with the 

naivete that is natural to fuch an artlefs 

character as I then was, aiked hiLn if 
he loved rotes ? H~ replied, '·' Some 

rofes were much f weeter than others.'1 

.On this Genevieve propofed my {hew

ing him our little conferv.atory (if it 

deferved the name); and thither fhe 

went before -us, to ·<:,pen th.e door of a 

fmall rufric gre,n-houfe,, which joined. 

to the a v;iary where I kept 1ny birds, .. 

With .a chil<lifh fimplic.ity_, 1 fuewed 

him all the plants I had rca.r.ed., and 

felt piqned at perc~ivimg he did not 

praife them as I thougbt they deferved. 

We went to the ·a:,riary, ·which was 

made of wire high enough to allow a 

little tr-ee to grow .in the middle : bu tr 

:here a n1elaacho.~y ..eve.n.t happened; for 
1he 
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Le carelefsly left the door open, and 
one of my prifoners efcaped, which 
vexed me extremely, as it was a fmall 
pigeon of a very particular ,breed, 
given to n1e by the wife of the maa 
who hired 1ny father's · fann; I red
dened with anger, and the t:ears came 
into my eyes, while the [hanger made 
his excufes to n1e. 

The refr of our walk paff~d in filence, 
and we joined the Abbe and my father 
at the door cf the houfe. Here our 
vifitors took their leave, and n1y father 
.,vas fo delighted with !:he acquifition of 
fuch neighbours, that he 1nade them 
promife to dine with us at the end of 
the week. 

When they were gone, and I had a 
little recovered my fpirits, which fuffer
ed for the lofs of the bi.rd, I longed, 
from an impulfe of curiofity, to know 
the name of the younger vifitor, but I 
was afraid _ _or afhamed ( I knew not 

~hich) 
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··which) to aik a queftion that ·,vou1d 
1betray the inquifiti venefs of my tem-
per.-W e talked of two or three in
different fubjecls; at lail my father an
ticipated my willies, by afking me how 
i liked our new neighbours? I replied, 
" The Abbe is charming; he feems to 
-have· a divine foul, and his converfa-
-tion is a leifon of improvement to all 
who hear .him ·.: as for the orher--11 

and here I paufe.d-the tears again 
came into my -eyes. cc Well ! " faid my 
-father, rather i•mpatiently, arid furp.rifed 
at my feeming fo mi.1ch difooncerted.
~, Indeed, Sir, 1 cann0t hdp being forry 
.any thing that looks fo pretty fnould be 
fo awkward;" and here I, in the fullnefo 
of my heart, told the ftory of my bird's 
,elopement. My father laughed heartily, 
-told me I was no longer an infant, and 
-ought to be wifer than to allow my 
-temper to be fo much difcompofed by 
trifles; that as I faw how inconvenient 

V oL,L E and 
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and difgufring ah ae::cideni:al awkward
nefs appeared, I ihoulo correct my owfi 
manners, and f orih my behaviour to 
the rules of go0d-brerdihg. Here, for 
the firft time fince I dune to the re
~reat, I felt my inferiority in point or 
knowledge ef the world. I at that 
moment was fenfible of my difadvan
tages; I was ailia1ned of my childifh
nefs and ignorance ; and feeling am;. 
bitious to be a more agreeable com- . 
panl-oo, I anf \\it'.red rat:htt angrily to his 
reproach, by faying:; if I appeared de
Bcient in mah'ner's, 'twas for w~mt of op
portunity to ·obferve thofe of others. 

My father w.is ftruck with m.y words. 
He took me in hi:s arms, and faid, 
' ' Dear Atleline, I am but too fe-nfible 
of this truth - H ·eaven knows, · my 
child, I have nothing in the bufy fcehes 
of life to regret; yet I lament that my 
narrownefs of circumftahces forces me 
to thi-s retreat, and that I cannot afford 

.. ,. .. . ~ ·, ; . ... you 
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you thofe advantages which your birth 
entitles you to receive. Do not think,,, 
he continued, ( feeing me weep with 
the idea of having made an ungrateful 
fpeech) " do not think I am offended 
at your honeft frankne(s; I have long 
thought as yo~ do. I have feen a 
thoufand awkward actions in my Adeline 
that have hurt my pride, and which an 
intercourfe with femiriine characters of 
tafi:e and know ledge alone can properly 
correct. The Abbe expecls, in a few 
-days, a relation of his from Faris with 
his wife and two daughters; they are 
women of the world, and may be an 
improvement to you. My Adeline's 
good fenfe will teach her to diftinguifh 
effronterie from eafe, affecl:ation from po
litenefs: if you fee any abfurdicies, avoid 
an imitation of them ; if you difcern 
any perfections, endeavour to copy them .• 
I have protnifed the Abbe we will 

E 2 devote 
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devote a week to that agreeable pt1r ... 

pofe." 
My father now called Genevieve, 

bade' her '.bring my harp intq the gar

den, and we _ walked to the feat. cc I 

am f~~ry~" fa1d my f~ther,. ~' for yout 

lofs; the boy f1~oul~ have been mor.e 

careful." l feized the opportunity, and 

faid, rather in · a heiitating voice, " P-ray, 

Sir, what is his nan1e ?'"' He paufed a 

moment-then anf wered, " Va1zune.,., 

At that inftant Genev1eve returned, and 

though my curiofity was by no means 

fatisfied with his reply, I ·dare~ fay no 

more, and therefore bega!1 to ·pl~y and 

fing as ufual. _ 

At night, when I went · to bed, Ge
nevieve a:fked 1ne~ how· I could be fo 

~ngry . v.:ith tha~ civil g?()_d-~ti~oured 
. ' ' . , ... 

boy, for happe-ning _to le~~:~r f~e door 
open? "He looked fo much ~oncerned, 

and begged your pardon," faid :fhe, "in 

f uch an engaging manner, that I was 
quite 
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quite fhocked to perceive your little 

heart ready_ to burft with paffion., and 

your eyes )fafhing _fire at the fobmiffive 

ftrang~r. I am fure, if I had been you, 
and he had let every. bird in the aviary 

fly away, I could not have been fo 

angry with him." 
The words of Genevieve humbled 

me exceffively; I knew n1yfelf in the 

wrong, yet I- was difpleafed to be re

pri1nanded by her. $he continued her 

harangue, which I interrupted with only 

faying, '' Genevieve, ·you do not love 

birds. "-She fmiled a~ my reply, wiili

ed n1e a good night, and fhut the 

door. 
When I was left alone, I could not 

for fome time fettle myfelf to reft-the 

events of the day crowded on 1ny mind 

-I thought of the bird-I thought of 

Valzune -at length I fell afieep, and 

dn~amt of both.-In the 1norning · I 

awoke· in better humour, and was 
E 3 pleafed 
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pleafed to think in three days our 
friends would return. They did return~ 
and I was happy to fee them. Such 
an addition to our fociety was a pleafant 
circumftance. My refentment to Val
zune was gone ; it had left no tracf; in 
my mind ; and if it had, an infi:ance of 
his attention mull: have removed it
for he brought a wood-pigeon that 
he had taken from its neft; he had tied 
a red ribband to its leg, and gave the 
fluttering bird to n1e, as a fubftitute 
for my loft pigeon. This action de
lighted n1e amazingly. Our hearts are 
very apt to be charn1ed' by thofe trivial 
attentions which are inconfiderable in 
themfelves, but exprefs a great deal. 
I careffed the bird, and ran to place it 
in my aviary, while the bright eyes of 
Valzune fufficiently explained the gene
rous warmth of his heart, and the joy 
he had in making 1ne amends for my 
lofs. 

He 



[ 55 ] 

He w~§ all fp!rits, all ple~fantry, ;he 

retl: of ~he day> ~~d I gr~w by ~egre~s 

unreferved and che~iful with hi(!l. Iµ 

the ~v~ning, when t4ey wer~ tQ re!urn, 

a violenf r~in C«J:me 011,, which ·indl;_lced 

f!1Y father to prefs their fraying wi;h \lS 

all night, (?r fieeping at t~e farm. 

Fearful of putting us to any jncon

venience, they preferred tqe latter, but 

agreed to fray-wit~ u~ till it w~s time 

to g9 to beq. 
Valzune had brougpt a gerll}ary-flute 

in his pocket; the Abbe propofed our 

having a little concert jn the · evening; 

I therefore took my harp~ which I ~c

companied with my voice, and pl~y~d 

an Italian air. -The Abbe was pleafed 

to comm,en<l me, and my fatq.er, who 

had an excellent bafs voice, joined us 

in a trio. There is not any thing fo in .. 

.finuating as mufic. When V ~Iiu;ie 

played on the flute or f ung, I fancied 

I difcovered charms in his countenan~e 

E 4 which 
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which nad not . appeared before; his; 
fmiles; his vivacity was gone, bnt a fort 
of interefting melancholy fucceeded. 

When jr was too · late for our guefts 
· to think of returning to their home, the 
rain had ceafed, the fky looked beau

. tifully ferene, and the rifing moon caft 
a filver light upon the groves. As 
there w~s a path to the farm all the 
way from our houfc (which, in future,. 
I 1hall call the Priory, a name it for
merly bor-e) my father propofed our· 
wallkir,g with them up the hill. We 

· fat down to a fupper cf fruit, and after
nine o'clock began our walk. Never 
fuall I forgtt that evenrrig ! li.s we came 
from the Priory, the moon ihone full . 
upon the ruins of the chapel; her broad 
beam pervaded through every a-rch _; 

·. and as wt; afcended the hill, we faw her 
:reflection in the clear bofom of the hke 
below.-Thefe qtiiet fort of fcenes 
foothe and difpofe the mind to melan-

choly 
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d101y reflecl::ions. Valzune offered me

his:::ar.m ;. . I was a ftranger to prudery 

.and. falfe delicacy., I . therefor-e accepted 

his aid, and it feemed the Ihorteft walk 

I had ever taken in my. life-we foisl lie,.;·· 

tle, but I believe_ we both_ thought much. 

T -he a1niable Abbe and 111y fathe.r rea

foned on various topics, which _ were 

more learned than amufing. I fl:rove 

to attend to their difcourfe, but could 

not; my thoughts were wandering; l 

made wrong anf wers to feveral q_uef-

-trions they afked 111.e, and was afl:onifhed. 

and afhamed, at my own inattention •. 

J uft as we reached the fummit. of the 

hill, the found of the bell below, pierc~ 

ing through the frill and vacant air,,. 

fee med with-a f ullen tone to announce 

the hour of ten. I felt as if it. ftruck 

upon n1y heart.-"· Alas!." faid Valzunel) 

wich a figh, ''" per.haps that melancholy. 

bell has often rung the knell of a de

parted monk in yonder Priory-it per-
forms. 
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( orms an equally melancholy office> for 
it tolls forth our feparation-f~rewell-
1 know not when we are to _ meet 
again."-His words were dre~dfol to 
me ; a weight of f udd~n farrow feized 
upon my fenfes; my hand fell from his 
arm ; I was mute with f urprife ; I 
looked at him earndl:ly, my eyes en
quired what I could not afk, but he 
made no reply.-My father took me 
by the hand, I turned and walked 
with him down th~ hill in filence.
He fpoke to me twice before I an
f we red; a tear hung on my cheek! at 
fafi: he mentioned the name of V alzune, 
and it caught my attention. " Val
zune," faid he, "is going into Italy." -
'' I am forry for it," was _my anfwer; "we 
have then only 1nade acquaintance with 
thefe new friends to regret them." "No, 
:Adeline," continued my father, " the 
Abbe will be left.'' I felt peeviih at 
his Jang froid on the occafion.-" Indeed> 

Sir," 
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Sir," faid I, " the Abbe is very agree

able, but Valzune is younger."-" And 

is he a more eligible companion for 

that?" cried my father, laughing.

" No, Sir! but he is more cheerful."

., In ·lhort ,, faid he " difference of 
• > ' 

ages will always caufe reftraint. Y oQ re-

v~re and admire the Abbe ; yet--0 

Here I interrupted him.-"Do not, Sirll 

imagine Abbe St. Bertin can inf pire me 

with fear or referve-He is your friend, 

and in that character I love hin1-As 

a man of ·virtue, fenfe, and learning, I 

cfteem him ; but the fportive fallies of 

- young imagination render the dif..:. 

courfe of V alzune n1ore entertaining,x; 

though perhaps lefs infi:ruttive to me; 

and whenever I fee him, and am laugh

ing and talking with that pleafant boy,. 

I am forry it was not my fate to have 

fuch a brother." 

The reft of our walk was in .filence .. 

When we came home, my father called _ 
Genevieve 
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Genevieve to give her fame family or

. der~, and I went into my_ ch~~ber .. 
·,When {he caqie to me,I afked her:, with 
an e~gernefs of curiofity, what fhe knew 
concerning V alzune ? She told i;X.1,e her 
mafter was going tq write a letter of 
recommendation for him .. to Signor 

· Viotti, one of my mo.ther's !elations at 
. Rome, which fhe was to tal<:e early in ' ' . 
the morning, when _he expected a ktter 
from -his father to decide whether he 
was to fet out im_mediately for Italy. 
This news made me yery forrowful, but 
fro.m no other caufe, as I _then thought, 

· but that of lo!ing a young gay compa
nion, which was fo . E:,reat a rarity in our 
ftate of retirement. 

I a~oke v_ery early, and got up
the fun was juft rifen-the flowers were 
delightfully refreilied by the rain, and 
I walked to the aviary, for want of 
fomething to make me gay.-The fight 
of my wood-pigeon brought V alzune 

into 
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into my mind-I faftened the ribband 

he had given me .round the bird's leg; 

and carried him with me to the ruins 

of the chapel, there, fitting on one 0£ 

th~ mouldeting col~mns (that lay on 

the g'round a1rrioft covered- with · mofs 

and \ivild thyme · that gr-ew-among · the 

grafs) I _ ·care.ffe-d the 6-irci-he , made 

an effort to fly-when, looking ··at the 

fluttering captive, i exclahned, ·" Ah ! 

little t·raitor, will you be ~ngrateful ?

will you · leave ·me like your mafter?,, 

At that ' rnoment I heard a nolfe. be

hind me, and turning my heaci'°J1aftily 

round, I difcovered Valzune. l ' was fo 

much furptifed ·and confufed that . I .. 

ftarted up-,' a·nd gave a '. fhriekr ... -He 

took me by the hand, and apologized 

for having alarmed me-faid he awoke 

·earlier than ufoal, and wifhing to ex.:. 

plore the reliques of this gothic build

ing, had walked ·out •. before the Abbe 

was awake., and fearching among the 
:rums 
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:ruins had found an old box, which he 
·was inf pecl:ing behind one of the arches 
when I came -in; adding~ with a look of 
fatisfaction, that he was amply gratified 
for the trouble he had had in opening 
·the hox, by feeing ·me beftow f o much 
.attenti'Gn on the wood-pigeon, whofe 
lot he envied. '' If I was that happy 
bfrd, Adeline," continued he, "I .fhould 
never wif.lt to ·Hy from you.'' Not 
knowing what anfwer to make, I pro
p~fed in(pecl:ing . the contents of the 
box. We fat down together-I placed 
it mil .my knee-the firft thif.lgs we found 
were a rofary and crucifix, a firing 
alrnofi: mouldered away, to which was 
falflene.d a medallion, engraved with 
ome my,ftic characters on one fide, and 

t•wo ,hearits umted on the other ; and 
under this a parcel, which was much 
i mpaired by time and the dampnefs 
-0f the place ; we could not diftinguifh 
the writing -0n the oudide, but, taking 

• a parch-
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a parchment out of the cover, Valzune 

read as foHows, in a hand hardJy legi

ble from the decayed colour of the ink 

and the old f peUing. 

'' IF the. laft murmurings of a 

broken fpirit ihould reach beyond tht 

grave, and in fome future age this box 
become the prey of facriltgious hahds, 

ltt them refpecl: my forrows, and pre

fo,rve the reliczs-The hand that pens 
thefe line! will then be mouldered into 

duft~foon. will this aching bofom be 

at refi:·=-- thi,s rebel heart at peace within 

-its tel4 and every earthly care be end- · 

·ed.-Reader ·! the wretch who addre1fes · 

thee, is n0w expiring- his ·dim and 

languid ~y-es wiH fcarce direct his hand 
to write, and my- ftrength almoft deferts · 
me when I wifh ,to relate the f orrows 

of my life. 
" Here., i.n this hoc1fe of prayer, I 

have buried in re1igious !ilence, d-un.ng 
the 
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'tbe f pace of five lo-ng years, the . frory 
-0f my woes. Reader ! .if thou hail: a 
foul .for fenfibility, pity my we~knefs, 
and beware of love-'tis this that 
brings me · to the grave-'tis this that 
wrings rriy- 'heart. Amidft my ptayers, 
the name beloved will pafs 111y tongue; 
.and, in ,the hours of .penitence., my I fa
.belle cannot be forgotten. 

" I loved her more than all the world, 
.I loved her (ye <:eleftial faints, forgive 
,me!) I loved her more than honour .. 
Forbidden ?Y the duties of the proteffion 
1 had embraced to marry, and -re
-fl:rained by morality and virtue fro1n 
wifhing to fed wee .her, the agonies· ·of 
mind that I end,ured, the conflict I 
.fuftained, -cant1ot be defcribed; and had 
,not ·.m:y vows of celibacy forbid the 
.union, he.r imperious father, proud of 
high birth and immenfe poffeffions, 
~would · have fpurned a lowly man .- like 
.me, who was of mean extraclion, and 

.devoid 
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devoid of fortune. To be brief, love 
conquered my religious fcruples. I 
had a friend in the town c,f Befan~on, 
who was a protdrant prieft; him I con
fulted, and l fabdle agreed that he 
fhould marry us in fecret. Alas! we 
loved, and thought not of the future; 
but fate frowned upon this clandeftine 

L 

union. - I had broken my monafiic 
vows, and the crirne was to be chaftifed 
in the way moCt crud to myfelf. 

" Several months after our connex
ion, the illnefs of my father obliged 
me to leave Befan~on : I was attending 
on him at Vefoul when I received this 
lc:ter: 

' To Antoine. 

c IT is decreed by Heaven, that 
-1: guilt fhall not efcape punifhment.
' Oh Antoine l 1 could bezr every mi
., frry, every pain in nature, better than 
( the fhame of bei1:g expofed. to the 

VoL. I. F < concemnr . . \ 
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' contempt of an unfeeling world, and 
< to the reproaches of a family whom 

< I have dithonoured. The prieft who 

c married us is dead, and my crime 

' can no longer be kept fecret; yet 
< fon1ething within 111e whifpers, it will 
c only be divulged in death. I am as 

' unable to furvive the public lofs of 

' honour, as I ihould be to furvive 
< the lofs of your affection. I -cannot 

' bear to expofe your characler; nay, 

' _if I proclaimed myfelf your wife, 

< who would believe it? My fpirits 
< are fubdued-my frame is iliaken

< and the thoughts of your love for 

' me, and the pangs you woulJ fuffer 

' at my lofs, alone fupport me. -My 
' foul lingers on earth, and feels re

' luctance at the idea of death, only 

' for your f~ke. Write to me-fpeak of 

' patience, but not of co1nfort, for pe;icc 

.' ~s. beco1ne. an alien to the wretched 
C ISABELLE.' 

" Stuno. . 0 
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" Stung to the heart with this de(tJ:rir-. 

ing note, I haftily fent the following 
anfwer.: 

' LET not my I fabel!e def pond. -
-e Heaven kno·ws, impoffibility alone 
·' prevented us from marrying publicly . 
. , How then is that a crime in us, which 
.c would have been our glory, had my 
' profeffion allowed us to avow it ? 
~ Oh 1 n1y friend, my wife ! it is true 
' that this public ceremony is wanting;, 
' but the union of our hearts is equally 
., pure and indiffoluble .as if it was, 

' fanB:ified by the approbation of thf:i'.'. 
' world. Nature and love have licenfed 
' an attachment that was not allovved 
·' . by the laws of our country .. -We 
' have obeyed their voice, and fiJurned 
' thofe obftacles that were framed only 
' by the fevere rules 'of rnonaH:ic law
' givers. This has been· our crime; 
~ for, I-leaven knows, had it been in 

F 2 ' th~ 
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' the power of .A.ntoinc to marry Ifa

c belle publicly, he would have rejoiced 

' in leading her to the altar. I ear

' n~ftly in_tre~t yo~ not to encourage 

' defpair. Let us fly, my love, to 

' fome lefs fevere and happier clime, 

' where the legality of our connexion 

' may not be queftioned, and where 
' we may live contented, though in 

' poverty. I do not de fire any part 

' of ycu · father's wealth. There is no 

' fituation in life that can prove irk

' fom e to me, if Ifabelle is my com

' panion. Be comforted, deareft of 

' women-be patient till my arrival.

' As foon as I can leave my father, I 

' fhall fly to you, and we will confider 

' on the moft eligible plan for your 
' fafety and my happinefs. 

' FareweJ, 

' Your ever faithful, 

C ANTOINE.7 

~' My 
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cc ivf y father now grew. better, and I 

refolved in two days to leave him; 

but the day before that on which I 

meant to fet out for the town where 

~fabelle lived, I received, by an un

known perfon (who left it at my father's 

houfe without aiking for an anfwer) 

thefe words, written with a trembling 

hand, 3:nd rendered almoft unintelligi

. ble by the tears with which they were 

blotted: 

' M v cruel ftars have done their 

' worH:-my deftiny is decided. Oh 
< Antoine ! your kind but fatal letter 

' has been replete with ruin to your 

' Ifabelle-It was intercepted by my 
' father, and all is difcovered-I can 

' write no more - Alas! what fhould 

' I write ?-Silence would beft become 

' a wretch like me-Publicly difgraced., 

' I have nothing more to do but to 

' expire with iliame.-Antoine ! do 

¥ 3 'not 
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" not forget me.-You are the onry
' one who can love the 1nemory of 

" IsABELLE •. 
1 

cc I trembled with agitation on read
ing this letter. l got on horfeback. 
immedia~e1y, and travelled day and 
night tili I reached the town of Befan
~on (where fhe lived). l waited all the 
evening, in hopes I fhould fre fome 
fervant come out of her father's
h9ufe, who might con vry a n1effage
fron1 me to Ifabelle. Night came on, 
and I fiill hov::r'd round the dwelling 
that contained my love. The fkies 
were obfcured with heavy and dark 
·clouds, lightning flafhed in the horizon,. 
and diftant founds of awful thunder 
were heard. 1 t feemed a:s i-f Heaven 
reproved me for my fault-the ele
ments appeared to confpire agaioft me~ 
·-With a wounded confcience I profh:it
·ed myfelf on the cold ground b<".fore the 

Searcher. 
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Searcher of all hearts. · .At that n10-

ment the door of the houfe opehed

lt feemed illuminated-I rufhed for

ward, and met in the ·entrance ~ train 

of people clothed in white, with lighted 

torches in their hands.-Oh, Heaven! 

they were me.ffengers of misfortune in

ftead of joy-A coffin followed.-At 

that fight a deadly prefage filled my 

mind-111y blo~d feemed to ftagnate 

in my veins-and I had fcarcely breath 

to afk whofe corpfe they carritd.

When the name of I fabelle burft from 

the lips of thofe who fcattered rofes in 

the proceffion, I fe 1t as if a thunder

bolt had crufhed 1ne· into atoms.

'Twas a fenfation as if total annihila-

. tion muit ·enfue -AH the ·faculties of 

n1y foul were fufpended, and I fe'U 

fenfelefs on the earth. 

"'· When I recovered frorn my long 

trance, the proceffion was gone, the 

doors were barred, I heard only the 

F 4 folemn 
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1ole1nn tolling of the bell, anJ I found 
myfelf attended by a charitable friar., 
who was palling that way, and had 
compaffion on me. 

" Frantic with defpair., and unknow
ing what I meant to do., I ftarted frorn 
the earth, I ftaggered to the door, and 
rapped inceffantly, notwithfranding his 
entreaties, till it was opened by an o1d 
fervant, who was remonftrating with 
1ne, when the father of Ifabelle ap
peared. ' Wretch ! ' faid that vene
rable grey-headed rn~m, ' 'tis enough 
to have robbed me of my daughter l 
profane not thefe walls with thy pre
fence, nor with impious ravings dare 
to difl:urb her departed fpirit. lf thou 
haft a foul capable of contrition, go to 
a convent, and repent.' 

" li.s he f poke I gazed on his paJlid 
face; his eyes were funk in his head, 
and almoft dim with age. I forveyed 
his altered countenance, his limbs 

bending 



[ 73 ] 

bending t.mder the heavy preifure of 
affliction. I dared not caft a fecond 

look ; my heart fremed to die within 

1ne ; I turned n1y eyes abailied upon 

- rhe ground.-The friar, who knew my 
name, fe1zed that moment of quiet 

forrow to convey me to the houfe of 

a relation of mine in that town- to 

the houfe, alas! where I firft became 

acquainted with I fabelle. ~ A fe ver fuc 

ceeded to this fullen calm. I lay in a 

raving fiate for the fpace of three days, 

and recovered my reafon only to lament 

my _crime and my, n1isfor tune n1ore 

bitterly-Life w.-... s hate[ul to me, and I 

prayed to die ; yet I-leaven, perhaps, 

was merciful to decree that I fuould 

live and fuffer, in order to have tim.e 

to expiate my fault by th~ force of 

my repentance, and by the fervency of 

1ny prayers. . 
" When I ~was recov ered fuffic iently to 

bear the recital, I was told by my 
coufin 
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coufin that my letter to I fabelle was 
intercepted by her father at a time 
when .fhe was confined by illnefs to her 
chamber, and appeared to be in a weak 
and languifhing ftate of health. His 
indign:ition conquered every tender fen
timent, and burfting into her apart
n1ent with the fatal paper in his hand, 
·he charged her with an attachment of 
which her confcience too itrongly con
victed her, infifled on her promifing 
never to fee me 1nore, and, Binging the 
letter on a tab!e, left the room.-The 
unhappy victim heard him in filence, 
took the opportunity to ,vrite the few 
lines fhe fent m on the infiJc of the 
cover, and, with an appearance of reGg-

. nation aild calmnefs, charged her fer
vant to fend them to me by a trufty 
rne:uenger; but this compofure was the 
lafl: effort of her exhaufted fpirit-'twas 
the cruel prelude to a dreadful change. 

· She comm::indeJ her !nn.i .i to leave the 
room, 
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room, and was foon after heard to 

groan, and pray fervently at intervalso 

Her mother, having learnt the affiicling 

news of her frtuation, came into her 

apartrnent,. and found her in the p::!ngs 

of labour--ailif'rnnce was inftandy pro

cured--but-rny Ifabelle e:piredl) 

and the. ha plefs infant ( brought fo pre

n1aturely i11to tbe world) did not fur

vive its unfortunate rnother. 

" This melancholy tale was yet fre{h 

in my 1nind, when the tidings came to-

1ne of my father's death. I had now 

no tie left to bind me to the vvorld, I 

therefore refolved to retire from it, and 

to fix my reGdence in this monaPcery. 

I-Je re I have experienced that change of 

place and kngth · of time n1ay cure 

d·r .c:. c h · d b · 1nany 11eares or t e min , ut Cclnnot 

-8,ffrnige thofe pains that arife from a 

fenfe of our own 1nifdeeds. This little 

ta1ifrnan., given n1e by Ifabelle, and a 

book in \V hich .fhe had written my 
name:r, 
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t1ame, were all the treafures I poffeffed i 
thefe I had often [wore to keep till 
death, and in death only will I part 
with them.-In thefe monaftic walls I 
hoped to find repofe for my foul, but 
in vain. The filence, the gloom, the re
ligious ceremonies of the place, in
creafed my melancholy. Often by a 
faint lamp within my cell have I invok
ed the fpirit of Ifabelle; my fobs, my 
cries, have echoed through the dome, 
and difrurbed my brethren from their 
peaceful numbers. Every night the 
fad proceffion has feemed to f wi1n be
fore my eyes, and glide along the vene
rable aiiles. In my dreams the voice 
of lfabelle has ftruck on my affrighted 
ears, and made that fleep a torment to 

. n1e which bring-s refrefhment to the in
nocent. Conti1 ual grief, continual ter
rors, have at length fubdued n1y frame. 
I have been gradu 11y falling into a 
decline ever fince I carne into this 

abodeo 
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abode. My meagre figure is only no . 

the fhade of what it was. Often, when 

I in prayer lift up my feeble emaciated 

hands towards Heaven, I {tare with 

amazement at their change. ]\1 y al

tered looks furprife my pious brethren; 

they fee me wafting to a ikeleton; they 

endeavour to reftore my health by me

dicinal afiiftance; but they have no 

balfam which .can heal the mind. - I 

now have poured out the fecret of my 
foul; yet fuch a crime as that I have 

committed would n1ake rny memory a 

fcandal to the fociety I d ie among it 

fuall therefore be buried in the earth; 

and if at fome Ien1ote period thefe 

already decaying walls fbould be erafed, 

and another building erected on the 

~uins, perhaps this rncmorial of my 
errors and my afflictions n1ay be dif .. 

covered. 
" Reader! take warning by the fate 

of Ifabelk and the forrows of An
torne~ 
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~oine. Beware of lCive ; avoid tempta-
tion, or learn to refift it. Remember 

I 

this le!fon, offered to you by the ex ... 
p1nng 

cc .A.NTOINE.',. 

vVhilft V alzune was reading this af
fecting paper, I was almoft fuffocated 
wi h fympathetic grief, natural to an 
artlefs girl, \yho wept over a romantic 
tale. My tears fell on my bofom, and 
when he ceafed I fcbbed like a perfon 
who was fuffering fome heavy calamity . 
.After a confiderable filence, I grew more 
calm, and raifed my eyes to Valzuee. 
I faw by his counten::mce he felt for the 
lovers ~s much as l did, but with a 
more fedate and reafonable concern. I 
was ailiamed of my own folly, in giving 
"Yay to fuch a violent and childifh grief; 
and fmiling on Valzune· through my 
ttars,. faid, '' Let us be gone."-" Yes,'' 
he replied, cc we vvill go; bUi: this box 

4 {hall 
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Th.all be yours."-" Nay," continued I, 

"as we have trodden upon confecrated 

ground, and been equally guilty of d:f
turbing the maniions of the dead, -vho 

are interred among thefe mutilated 

columns and broken tornbs, 'tis right 

we fhould partake the reliques; yes, 

Val zune, this talifman fhall be yours : 

God fo·rbid the misfortunes· of P:i..ntoine 

and Ifabelle fhould be annexed to 1t ! 
Their love, and not their crime, has. 

given it value, and it fhall be your's. 

Perhaps, if you difdain the g~fr, yet 

you 1nay keep it for my fake, and think 

0f P ... deline when you are far from her." 

-" I need no token of remembrance," 

he replied, {' from you--how is it 

poDlble .i\.deline fhould ever be for

gotten ? ·Yet I will \Year it for your fake, 

my fair friend, and whenever I return 

it to you, be affured it will be as the 

token of my death ; for till the hour· 

of difiolu.tion it fhal1 hang . round: my· 
neck, 
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neck, and be the companion of my 
heart."-Saying this he raifrd rny hand 
to his lips, bowed, and took his 
leave. 

Whrn he was gone, I fancied I had 
omitted faying a thoufand things about 
his journe', and wifhed to aik as many 
queftions, but it was too late ; I 
looked up the hill> and faw him haften
ing towards the farm ; my eyes purfued 
him, till a clump of trees oncealed him 
from 111y fight--1 went into my fa .. 
. vouri[e feat iri the garden, after having 
replaced my wood-pigeon, but I could 
not attend to r =ading-I had no fpirits 
to fing- I could not think of any 
thing that pleafed me, yet I wifhed to 
be alone; .and I flayed there till Gene
vieve fu111moned me tc bre2kfaft. 

In a few days 2.frer I had the fatis
faction to hear that Valzu-nt's journey 
was poflponed till the autumn. I was 
fo un.confci0:µs cf doing any thing im-

proper 
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proper in expreffing my joy, and fo
tmufed to difguife my thoughts, that I 
jumped about the roon1 like a wild 
thing, and made my fa[her laugh at 
my nai·vcte on the occa.fion, when I d ~
dared. how happy I was in the thoughts 
of feeing the dear boy again.-'The 
fumrner paffed on moft happily. Val
zune found a fhorter way through the 
woods to the Priory, by lvhich means 
it was within the compafs cf a Vitalk.
He was for ever bringing me flower!: 1 

-birds, and whatever he· thought would 
be acceptable to me. We danced, wr;. 
fung, we read together, and our in
nocent amufements were licenfen by 
the approbation and prefence of my 
father and che .P.,.bbe. 

l do not recollect any particular event 
happening in the fun,mtr, except tha~ 

. once:, when we were all riding out, my 
i-nule fell with 1ne, and I received a 
bruife on . ,ny arm, when the ~xceffive 
. VOL. I. G fright 
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fright of Valzune, and his joy at my 
recovery, were proofs of the goodnefs 
and tendernefs of his heart ; that heart, 
indeed, contained every noble, generous, 
and honourable fentiment, blended with 
the fofteft feelings of. humanity. 

The ·autumn-came too foon ; Valzune 
took his 1eave, and fat out, attended by 
an old fervant, for l taly. I felt quite 
lonely and heavy-hearted afrer his de
parture, but was foon obliged to exert 
myfelf in order to go with my father to 
Abbe St. Bertin's, where we were to 
meet Monfieur and Madame de Ronfal, 
with their two daughters.-! had in that 
family a full fcope for obfervation and 
improvement. Monfieur de Ronfal and 
his lady had lived m·any years in fplen
_dour at Paris, where their eldeft 
daughter (who was a widow when they 
came to the Abbe's) married the Baron 
de Luzane, with whom fl1e lived for 
a few 1nonths in a ftile of magnificence, 

and 
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. 

. and among the firft people of the court. 
She was a woman diftinguifned for ele
gance and politenefs ; nothing could be 
more eafy than her manners., nor more 

-pleafant than her converfation. She 
was a woman of tafte and genius, had 
· read a great deal in the younger part of 
-her life, and had cultivated her mind 
·with every ufeful ftudy, which enabled 
,her to be on · a footing,r in point of 
· knowledge and argument, with the 
Abbe and my father, though fhe could 

. cefcend to converfe at times with us on 
·. the moft frivolous fubjects, and was by 
. no means vain of her fuperior talents. 

Mademoifelle de Ronfal, her fifter., 
had infinite wit and repartee, was 
prettier than the Baronefs, and coquet
tifh in her manner, · but perfectly good-
humoured, and amufing in her conver ... 
fation. Monfieur de Ronfal's pafiion 
was antiquity, and his foible family 
pride : his lady had been a beauty in 

G 2 her 
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htr youth, and was h:ghly born;. fl1c. 

had r~tained her graces, though her 
features we.re no longer beautiful:, and 
her air anq. n1anners were in !pi.red by 
that dignity ariung from confcious pride. 
of hereditary greatnefs.-Surh 1.vas the 
·family we went to meet, and from them 
l attained a knowledge of people and 
ma~ners that I was ignorant of before .. 
"f he vivacity of Juliette de Ronfal 
~mufed,me; but the penfive looks and 

. placid manners of the Baronefs were
much n1cre intere!ling,- confeq uent1y ,. 
_hough the youngeft fifter was moil 
freque·ntly n1y comp;mion in my walks. 
and childip1gambols,Madame deLuzane 
wa_s the perfon I felected for my friend .. 
l . frequently thought of Valzune,_ but 
dared not aik any qudl:ions of the 
Abbe concerning him, lefr it .fhouli 
betray an impertinent curiofity. 

I often walked alone in a_ little grove· 
leading to a vineyard belonging to the 

Abbes 
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.A .. bbe's houfe, becaufe I had heara hirn 

fuy Valzune ufecl to walk there, and I 

,experienced a mournful pleafure in 

thinking I furveyed thofe trees which 

.had fo often afforded him a fhelter from . 

.the burning rays of the fun. I found 

the name of Adeline infcr.ibed on one 

of them, which gave me no other 

emotion than what was cau[ed by the 

furprize of knowing -he had thought of 

n1e in the fame grove where it was now 

.n1y deftiny to think on him. 

\1\Tinter came on apace. .Madame de 

Ronfal and her youngefi: daughter were 

--anxious to go to l\1ontpellier, more 

for an augmentatior1 of fociety than 

for the realon they gave, which was, 

that the Baronefs, on account of thr: 
' 

delio.te ftate of health fhe had been in 

( caufed by her unwearied att&ldanc~ orr 

her hufband in his "'il~nefs) ha~een 

Jrderecl by the . phy11c1ans t ·.'.) pafa the 

,vinter there. The whole family peti-

G 3 tioned 
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tiorred fo ftrongly that I might accon1;. 
pany them, that my. father ( who wifhed · 
to give 1ne every advantage and amufe
rnent) agreed for me to go. I was 
uneafy at leaving him to pafs the win
ter in the Priory alone; but he would 
not quit the fuperintendance of the 
farm; and the Abbe, who had hired 
the little cottage he inhabited for a year., 
promifed to fpend much of his time. 
with my father. 

Genevieve feemed more delighted at, 
the thoughts of our removal to Mont
pellier than I was, yet I will confefs 
that novelty was not without its charms; . 
and after the pang of parting frorn my 
father was over, I gave rnyfelf up to· 
the pleaiing thoughts of going to a. 
new place, and having an opportunity. 
of being am0ng new: people. 

Monfieur de Ronfal hired a large. 
hote , and krpt open houfe for all the. 
people whofe fituation was fuch as to. 

entitle 
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entitle them to a reception. We par

took of every gaiety the place could 

afford, had dances and-petits jouper s 

continually, which, at firft delighted · me 

extren1ely ; but I foon grew weary, of 

the eternal - routine of diffipation we 

were engaged in, and remonftrated with 

Juliette on her exceffive love of admi

ration and gaiety. She rallied me on 

what fhe termed a. romantic idea of 

philofophy, arid waJ furprifed to fee 

1ne often fteaL fro-m the gay fociety to 

pafs a quiet hour in rational converfa

tion with the Baronefs, whofe health 

did not permit her always to join the 

party, and from ¼horn I ever derived 

improvement .. 

Among thofe ladies who invited us 

to their affemblies was the old Baronefs 

de Verdun. At her houfe I one even

ing met a gentle.man, who, I after

wards learnt, was fon of rny fa Eher's 

~Id friend, . the Marquis de Rozancourt~-

G- + He 
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He was about four-and-twenty, of a 
remarkable fine figure, had all the ad
drefs of a m~~n converfant with the 
world, and beatity enough to make it 
impoffible for him to pafs, even in a 
crowd, unobfcrved; but I difcerned an 
air of fupercilious pride under the thin. 
veil of feigned civility; every thing he 
faid feemed the effect of defign, and 
his actions were more artfully frndied 
than naturally gracefuL I-Iis figure, his 
rank, his polifhed rnanners, an~l the 
degance of his drefs, attracted the no~ 
tice of -all the company. He was po• 
lite to every one, but particularly fo to 
1ne, though his converfation proved, 
that he confidered me as an ignorant 
foolifh girl, who would be too vain of 
his condefcenfion and preference not to 
give credit to all the flattering fpeeches 
l1e could make ufe of. 

It happened that Madame de Ronfal 
and her daughter Juliette were gone 

to 
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to the p1ay, and ]\.1adame de Luzanc 

went with me to the Baroncfs de Ver

-dun's, on the fuppofition of meeting a 

very few people. F or~unately for me 

our acquaintance \-✓ ith Madame de Ver

dun had been of fo fhort a date, that 

fhe fuppofcd me to be a relation of the 

Savron farnily, kn~w m~ only by the 

name of Adeline, and iin~gined I lived 

with them, which prevented her being 

able to inform -Monfieur Rozancourt of 

my place of refidence, or 2.11y particulars 

-ab()ut me. He was only o_n a v1Gt of 

-ceremony t0 her, in paffing through the 

town, and I faw him no more at Mcnt

pellier. The Marquis, his fathe , had 

only been 0.:1.ce to his chateau, and 

that was juft before I came to the 

Priory, confequently, though forne 

vifits had then paifed between him and 

my father, I knew nothing of his 

family, and was furprifed to find he 

had a fon. 
The 
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Tne winter was nearly over; l be..;. · · 

gan to grow impatient to fee my father, . 
and was wiiliing to propofe my return 
home, when Monfieur de Sav-ron re
ceived the news that his prefence was 
neceffary at Paris, where he was en~ 
gaged in a pr:oces. The lively Juliette, 
who longed to appear in 1nore fa{hion
able circles than thofe :rvrontpellier 
could afford, perfuaded h~r mother. 
a1fo to be of the party, and they-wrote 
fuch preffing letters to my father for 
me to accompany them, that he con
fented. I felt fome reluctance at ihe 
thoughts of this journey; but my friend-
1hip for the Baronefs, and her . earneft 
folicitations., induced me to acq 1iefce.-

At Paris a new fcene was unfolded; 
I feemed to move in the grand theatre 
du monde, and was drawn more by 
the perfuafions and example of others, 
than by my own inclination, into a 
vortex of diffipation : we were at ever-r 

public 
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public fpecrack. The fpring was far 

advanced, but Paris was juit at that 

time particularly gay; on account- of a 

n1arriage in the royal family.. 

At one of the balls I happened to 

dance with Count Zodiiki, a Poli~ 

officer, who early in life had, on ac

count of his . mother's fecond marriage · 

with the Baron de Luzane (the father of'.

n1y friend's huiliand) refided fo much in · 

France as to acquire a perfect know

ledge of the, language, and to have 

formed lia!Jons of friendfhip with many 

or the inhabitants. He lived very · 

much in the circle of his mother's 

friends, and had for the widow of his 

late brother as much affection as if {he · 

had really been his fifter. He was 

about forty years of age, and of a · 

gentleman-like appearance, univerfally 

admired for his talents, extolled for his 

bravery, and . refpected for the integrity 

of his heart. 
The 
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The deportment of Zodifki was not 
tincl:ured with that fort of pompous 
gravity which marks the folemn cox
comb or the confequential man of 
fcience; it was fedate, but not ferious. 
He wo:e a blue ribbon with a gold 
--crofs at his boforn, which was enamelled 
with red, having a white border, and 
four flames between the points of the 
·crofs; on one fide was the Polifh eagle, 
with the white crofs and elecl:oral 
f word on its breaft; and on the other, 
the king's cypher, encircled with this 

P r5 , " motto : " ro Jlae, rege, et lege. 
This order of knigh!}ood I after

wards learnt was conferred on hirn by 
the king of Poland for his figr:al fer
vices in the army; and when I obferved 
that he appeared to ufe his right arm 
awkwardly, a lady, who fat next to me, 
mentioned his having received a wound 
in the bJl: battle wherein he was en
gaged, and that he was created a Count 

1nany 
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many years ago by the King of Poland~ 

as ~ mark 0f his particular approbation: 

ilie told me this foreign nobleman's 

converfation was not lefs coveted by 

men of letters than by young officers> 

who locked up with refpecl: to his 

judgment in the military fcience. I 

am thus particular in my account of 

Zodiiki, becaufe he wiil be frequently 

mentioned in the courfe of thefe me

moirs. At that time I th@ugh~ of him 

only as an agreeable man, and the 

brother-in-law of my friend ; but I 

foon learnt the excellencies of his cha

racter:, which unfolded ·. itfelf in every 

fubfequent ~ol)verfation. Zodifki was. 

difi:inguifhed by a noble figure and an 

intelligent countena~ce ; but he h<:l:d 

n~ither youth nor ber.uty to recom-

1:nend him at firft fight to a yovng 

ine~perienceq girl _ like _1nyfelf;. it was.,, 
therefore, by acq\la~ntance with his well-

·* inforn1ed 
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: ~"iformed mind, that I grew to ad
mire his talents, and efteem his heart. 

Zodifki's mind was ftrong and aftivr.; 
· yet p~ide and violence had no accefs to 
it. vVithout being unpolifhed in his 
manner, -he defpifed -every thing effemi
nate or cor:i.ceited. He was the very 
foul of honour, fteady in his friendfhips, 
fl:rong in his refentments, juft in his 
opinions, and coniiftent in his conduct. 
He looked upon flattery as an affront to 
the underfianding; and, though po.ffeffed 
of knowledge and judgment fuperior 
to that of rnoft men, -he never delivered 
his fenti-ments in a dictatorial tone, or 
was offended if.others did not fubfcribe 
to his opinion. He had dignity with
out pride, fenfi.bility without weaknefs, 
learning without ·pedantry, fociability 
without familiarity, and wit without 
malice. Such was 1ny new acquain-

. tanc·e-1 and after havi~g been fame 
time 
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,_-time-accuftomed to a frivolous fet of 

'·beings, who lived always in a crowd, 

and could converfe only on triB.es, I 

~learnt to appreciate the merit of fuch a 

man, and to profit by the fenfible d1f

courfe, philofophical inftructions, and 

·rational fentirnents of Zodi!ki. 

There was an honefty written in his 
countenance, and a fincerity in his 1nan

ner, fo different from the flattering cox

·combs I had lately met with, that I was 

delighted to fee he preferred my con-

··verfation to that of others. I ·beheld 

·him as a man whofe ftri[t ideas of ho

nour, and knowledge of the wprld, made 

-him an eligible friend to any young un

experienced perfon; and the more l faw 

of him, the greater reaf0n I had to re-

joice in finding my.felf high in his 
. ."efteem. 

That amiable n1an would frequently 

direct my attention to thofe companions 

-who1n he thought moft likely .to im-

6 prove 
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prove me-he would recommend to me 
thofe books which were beft calculated 
to convey ufeful information-he de
veloped thofe characters he wifhed me 
to avoid, and gave me his advice upon 
every fubject whereon I had occaGon to 
apply to hirn.-He was above flattery.,. 
therefore I never could be deceived by 
his praife., a~d if he happened to com
mend any one thing I did, it was more 
fatisfactory to me than the fulfome 
_compliments which fops and fools daily 
offer at the furine of beauty.-! faw him 
frequently with my friend the Baronefs, 
whofe efteen1 and confidence he ju[Hy 
poffeffed. By degrees I ufed to con
fuJt him on · 1nany occafions, and ufed 
fometi1nes to fpeak of my fathe.F's hmn~ 
ble abode and narrow circumftances as
freely as I did to my f{iend, and , he 
always 'feemed to take an intereit in 1ny 
concerns. 

One 
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:One morning I was fitting in Ma .. 

,-dame de Luzane's apartment, wa1trng 

her return . from paying a vifit, when 

Count Zodifki entered the room, with 

an air of embarraffrnent which I never 

,had feen •before.-" I come, Maclain,'' 

faid he, " upon an a wk ward bufinefs. 

1 t is nut my nature to rnake fine 

!perches, or fl:rong profeffions-excu[e, 

.therefore, the abrupt11efs of my manner, 

and condefcend to hear whlt never 

·would have eicaped my lips, but for a 

fudden and unexpected event.-! h:ive 

eve-r beheld you as an object of efteem 

.and regard --I have done nlOre, I have 

dared to confider you as the only woman 

whom I now collld ever lo-1e.-The fol

-lies, the falfhoods, the affectation of your 
fex, have ,for fome years ren-~ercd my 
he2rt callous to the 'mere claims of 

beauty .; and as for the allurements of 

rank a.md fortune, mean mui1: that man 

br, and cruelly di fappointed, who b1.1j_lds 

·v en. I. I-I his 
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his expectations of happinefs on a c6n
nexion of that fort. Thus fituated, :f 
firft met with you.-I wil'l honeflly 
confefs, that your beauty infpired me 
with adn1iration, but I never il10uld have 
fanned a thought of love, had not your 
ingenuous temper, your artlefs manners~ 
and amiable qualities., engaged n1y 

friendfhip. This, l\1adam, was the 

prelude to a fentiment of a tenderer na
ture, · and which I had fworn, from a 

paft difappointmcnt ( when I in earlier 
life had fixed rny choice in Poland) 
never more to '.Je involved in. When 
I found my heart fo unexpectedly en-
.tangled, I blufhed at my own credulity. 
I recollecred my tirne of life, and the 
few .recommendations I noffe:fred; I had 

L 

not the .vanity -to think Zodifki was a 
proper per:fon for the hufband ef Ade
line de Courcy. But a frill more 

powerful argumrnt concurred to keep 

me filent.-I had received only the ad-
-vantage 
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?\rantage of a good education from my 

father, and when he was taken from his 

family, my future fortune hung upon my 

fword. That only dependance failed me 

by an accident.-! knew the fra.te of 

:f\Aonfieur de Courcy's finances-I was 

fenfible of yourdeferts, 2.nd could not ven

ture to propofe an alliance, which would 

involve you in the fate of a man fo d.efti

.tute of worldly advantages as 1n yfelf, 

( ev_en if it was poffiblc you could in

cline to accept my ofter. )·-I therefore 

refol ved to render th is fecret impenetra

ble to the world-to be a patient fpec;

tator of Adeline's future defiiny, nor 

to fuffer one difcontented n1urmur to 

reach her ear. The tafk w;:1,s difficult, 

but I fhould h~ve f ubmitted filently to 

n1y fate, had I not received a letter to 

apprize me of the death cf General Lu-

.bienfki. His only daughter, who was 

.m::irried ~fter I left Poland, having died 

H 2 without 
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without children, 1ny generous friend 
has divided his property between his 
fon-in-law and 1ne, leaving my portion 
of his forttme at 1ny own difpofal when 
I die. I will not affront your delicacy 
or your generofity, by imagining this 
alteration can give me any confequence 
in the mind of .Adeline; but it is fome 
juftification for a pre.~ Jfal, which it would 
have been madnefs in me to offer, and 
folly in you to accept, while my circum
ib.nces were limited to fuch a narrow 
jncome as they were when I firft had 
the honour of your acquaintance.--If 
your heart is entirely at liberty, and 
you can without repugnance accept me 
as a protector, a friend, a hufband, my 
happinefs will be far greater than I de
ferve it ihould be-if you feel any re
Jucran.ce at the idea, remember I .fhould 
be much more injured, much more hurt 
by your giving me a divided heart, than 
if you were honeftly to exprefs indiffer-

ence. 
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ence. Adeline, you might render me 

a difcontented and \Vretched hufband, 

by accepting me with repugnance; but 

you cannot by a refufal make me any 

other than a faithful friend." 

.Pdlonifhment and concern had till 

now kept n1e filent.-1 was fo accuf

torrted to fee Count Zodifki in the light 

of a brother, an advifer, a friend, that 

the thought of another fort of connexion 

had never entered my mind. i refpec1:

ed and efl:eemed him ; but v✓hen he. 

1poke of love, I felt an icy· coldn~fs 

creep into my heart, and an:~nifhrnent 

fcarcely allowed me the power of utter

ance. I was concerned to 1Ti:1.ke a colq 

reply 'to fo generous and kind a pro~~~ 

dure-yet to betray hi1n for a momenf 

into fa]fe hopes, would have been a de~ 
ception far rnore cruel, chan to fpeak at 

once an unpleafant_ tru~h. I therefof~ 

told him, in frw words, how highly. fen:-

Jib1e I was of th_e v_al~1e of his preforen~f? 
f-I 3 · how 
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how much obliged I was to him for the 
generofity of his offer, and how rnuch. 
pain it gave me to avow, that though I 
had the higheft opinion in the world of 
his heart, and the greateft friendihip fop 
him, it would be an aB: of impofition 
and injuftice , to fay, I felt that tender 
regard for him which I ought to have 
for a hufband. I therefore begged to 
decline the honour he intended me, and 
intreated that my refufal might not im
pair the friendfhip which was between 
us-I affured him, his propofal would 
never be divulged by me, though it 
would be gratefully remembered:; and 
burfiing into tears, while I implored him 
no more to renew the fubjeEt, I haftiiy 
quitted the room . 

The noble-minded Zodiiki ftrittly 
obeyed my commands; he never men
tioned a word of love again, nor did n1y 
refufal mortify his pride, or impair his 
friendiliip: pleafed with my franknefs, 

he 
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he in fecret lamented a determination 

that he had not vanity enough to bla1ne, 

and imagining I had a preference for. 

another, he refolved to bury his paffion 

in filence, and endeavour to content 

hi1nfelf with the name of friend. T'o . 

leave Paris, would jufi: then have been a 

. relief to his mind, but fearful I ihould 

attribute his abfence to pique, or want 

of friend.fhip, he refolved to flay, and 

though I faw hi111 lefs frequently than I 

ufed to do, his complacency and his at;. 

tention to me appeared juft the fa1ne as 

they were before. 

Zodifki had not that irnpetuofity of 

te1nper, thofe violent pafiions, which 

cannot bear contradiction, and once out 

of tune are not to be ha~monized again. 

He was of a philofophic turn of n1ind,. 

which inclined him to be fteady, though 

not violent., in his affection-and though 

no man poffeffed more perfonal courage, 

nor a higher fpiri t, he never fuffered 

I-I 4 his 
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his anim·ofities or prejudices to carry 
him to unwarrantable lengths. W ith 
this d ifpofition he could never err,, 
never be blinded by paffion, or in
flue nced by whim - his rega:rd fo r me; 
was founded on efteem,. and the rnfi:J lt of 
-tober con.Gderation ; it therefore was· 
likely to exift beyond that violent and 
fudden blaze, ·which is apt to inflame 
more vulnerable hearts. I fav1 with 
p..1in, t11at he vv"as th0l1ghtful and me1an
choly for fome ti.me, but he had refolu
tion to reconcile himfelf tb difappoint
ment, and before I left Paris, he ap-

. peared as if he had forgot it ever had 
been in rny power to mortify him by a 
refufal.. 

I prevailed on Madame de Luzane to 
pafa two or three months with me at the 
priory., and we fat out on our journey 
the 3d of l\1ay. Her delicate flate of 
healu made 111e think our quiet way of 
life would be for her beneG t., and the 

9 charms 
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charms of her converfation were fuch,. 

that I conGdered rnyfelf always happy 

when ihe was my companion. 

. I had the fatisfacbon to find my father 

in Ferfect heaith, and to meet the Abbe 

St. Bertin at the Priory, vvhom, next to 

my honoured parent> I loved and re

fpecled. He informed 1ne, on my en-. 

quiring after Valzune, th2.t he expected 

him in the month of July, and had let

ters frequently froin him, wherein he 

fpoke with a grateful remen1hrance of 

his frie!lds at the Priory. 

Nothing material happened in our 

peaceful retirement-] uly arrived, and 

Valzune was hourly expected: ~one 

morning early, Genevieve can1e alrnoft 

breathlefs to tell 1ne he was arrived, 2.nd

in the fcudy with the Abbe and my fa_ 

ther. Traofported with the joyful 

thought of feeing the companion of my 

youthfiJl arnufrments, after a long ab
fence, I Laflened down flairs; the door 

opened_; 
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opened; but when I faw him, inftea.cl 
of running to meet my friend with all 
the freedom of a frfter, my fteps were 
arrefted by a ti1nid fort of embarraff
ment; I was amazed to find myfelf as 
confufed, awkward, and referved, as if I 
had met a fonnal ihanger, inftead of the 
lively p]eafant Valzune, and at that mo
ment, I could have wifhed the vifit over, 
but by degrees, my conftraint grew 
kfs painful :-he reminded 1ne of n1any 
little trifling circumftances relative to 
our firfi: n1eeting, and by his looks and 
words, expreffed fo much artlefs joy at 
feeing me again, that I was fecretly 
pleafed with his attention. I found 
him the fame gay, unaffected, elegant 
creature he was before his departure for 
Italy, and happening to cafr my eyes 
upon a glafs, was diffatisfied with _n1y 
own · drefs, and thought I never looked 
to fo much difa.dvantage before. 

When 
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When they returned home after ct 

-ve y fuort viG.t, I fancied I had omitted 

faying a thoufand things I fnould have. 

faid t:o Valzune. I was angry with my

felf-my heart, which feerned to be 

chilled, and as if bvtmd up during his 

ftay, now relaxed to all the imprefiions 

of joy and tender friendfbip. 1 recol-

lecl:ed his virtues, the remembrance of 

the1n gave new charms to the graces of 

his perfon. ·He had promifed to bring 

fome I tali an views to fhew me in a few 

days, and I longed for his next vifit, that 

I might introduce him to the Baronefs., 

who was then confined to her chan1ber 

with a cold. 
The day fo much deGred was not far 

diftant. Valzune came early in the 

n1orning, bringing a portfeuille, with the 

drawings he had made in Italy. They 

were proofs of his good tafre and fkiH 

in painting. I obferved there v1ere forhe 

carefully folded up in a paper, which he 
paffed 
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paffed over; my curiouty was excited1 

and on my father's calling him haftily 
out of the roorn ( fo that he had not time 
to arrange his drawings and tie up the 
book) I feized the opportunity of un
folding the p2.per which now lay almoft 
at the bottom. My furprife was greater 
than I can exprefs, when, among a few 
pictures of I tali an ladies, I difcovered 
'myfclf, amazingly like, and tnuch better 
finiihed, in point of painting, than the 
others. I was pkafed to think he had 
beftowed more pains on my - pi[ture 
than any of the reH:. I fhut the hook 
in h:ifte, and I think he muft have feen, 
at his return, by n1y confufecl look, that 
I had not been idle; perhaps, if he fuf
peEted what I had do,ne, he fecret1y re
joiced at it.-I n a few minutes we were 
joined by the Abbe, who111 he had lefr on 
the hill converG ng with the farmer) and 
Madame de Luzane came into the par
.lour at the fame time. Never did Val..: 

zune 
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zune appear more brillia.nt in converfa

tion; never did he look better than that 

morning. The Baronefs, who had been 

in Italy, was delighted to find in hi1u the 

obfervations of a man of taCT:e, without 

the affectation which fo often is blended 

with the fmall {hare of knowledge ac

quired by you.:ig men, who have tra

velled juft enough to entitle them to 

make recitals. AH his remark:s were 

judicious, many of his defcriptions ludi

crous and entertaining. 

When Madame de Luzane was alone 

with me, fhe began to ra11y me on the 

fu~jecr of 1ny young friend, and to fay 

it was impoffible I could be infen!ible to 

his tllents. I bluilied exceffively, found 

myfelf at a lofs for a reply, changed 

the difcourfe, and, for the firft time in 

my life, was happy to retire from my 

amiable friend. I went and fat in the 

feat where Valzune had prefented roe 

with the rofe the firft time I faw him-

there 
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'there I revolved in my mind every thi-ng 
:that had paffed fince that day. I quef:. 
·tioned my heart, which trembled at the 
enqui·ry. I recollected 111y ·indifference 
·to others-I felt the preference I had 
·for Valzune-I knew jr was very dif
ferent from the friendfhip J had for 
·Count Zodi!ki, and that the repugnance 
'I experienced on the fu~jelt of marrying 
•him, would not have fubufted if Val
·zune had made the offer.-1 remember
ed all his little attentions to me; grate-
'.fully I remembered them. My heart 
acknow ledgecl the force of his attrac
tions; it vv hifpered that Valzune was 
worthy to be loved.-Y es l I became 
fenGble .that his graces, the worth of his 
-~haracrer, the elegance of his manners, 
· vere fuperior to any thing I ever hac, 
or ever fnoulcl meet with in the world. 
'I found my heart irnpreffed wi[h the 
·-moft affectionate regard, and began to 
~know . I was attached to him by a much 

tenderer 
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itenderer fentiment than that of friend

'ihip. 
After this difcovery, which Madam~ 

de Luzane's converfation probably ac

·celerated, I became thoughtful, penfive, 

.-and referved. The my1ery of Lis fitu

.ation was a perplexing circumfl::nnce

. the uncertainty of his affection difl:reffed 

-me. I had every reafon to think he 

-had a preference for me. His looks., 

his ati:ions, feemed to avow it-but Val

zune was gay-Valzune was young.

·He might not fray with us long, and 

might not alw:iys prefer P ... deline. TheC~ 

-thoughts returned every time he went 

from the Priory, and they made thofe 

-vifits, that ufed to be rny happinefs, re

.. plete with uncomfortJ.ble ideas. 

One evening my father went wich the 

Abbe to tak.e a ride., ::rnd the Baronefs 

-propofrd our walking. ~ le ·Nent through 

.a corn- field, where the reapers were 

. bufy getting in the harveft, and were 
proceeding 
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proceeding towards fome meadows, 
when Madame de Luzane's fervanJ: 
--came to apprife her a gentlemar-i was at 
the Priory, who would not fend his 
name, but faid, he defirecl to fpeak with 
her. She returned imrnediateiv, and 

J 

we agreed to wait for her at the next 
·gate. Thither we v.ralked in filence,
·finding that V alzune did not fpeak, I at 
length ftarted fome ·indifferent fubjeB:, 
·when fuddenly feizing my hand, and 
:gazing on me with a look wherein the 
:tenderefi: refpe& feen:1ed to · check the 
vehemence of love., Adeline, faid he, I 
hav.e been filent long enough. I have 
~contr0uled the emotions of a {huggling 
l1eart, which has panted to difclofe its 
fecrets to your ear.-Let us not wafte, 
in frivol0us difcourfe, the few favour.
able moments allotted us.-If I am not 
to be Glent, allow me to fpeak of the 
only fubject: it is poffible for rne to think 

i!Of.- Oh Adeline! have not my looks 
( animated 
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( animated by love) expreffed the meaning 

of my heart ? Can you doubt the fince

rity of a choice which has never waver

~d, fince the firft day I beheld you?-

Adeline 1-I adore you. 

Here he paufed-a fudden blufh 

mantled on his cheek; he looked at me 

with a timid fort of regard, and waited 

f:)r my reply in an agitation that fuffi

ciently expreifed he fincerity of his 

words. 

The abruptnefs of this declaration 

(:ORfofed n1e amazingly for the fpace of 

a few minu tes , but l recovered myfelf 

fo far as to affure him, that I was always 

happy to be approved by thofe whom r 

efceemed ; and that Valzune was a friend 

whofe good opinion I bad ever been 

.deGrous of poffefiing. He then pro

n1ifecl., on a future day, to acquaint me 

with fome fecrecs which he had long 

wifhed to .entrufr to · me;- and to avoid 

R repetition of a fubjeft which was then 

V oL . L I embar~ 
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rembarraffing to me, I propofed 01t1r 
meeting the Barone(s. In our walk, 
Valzune reminded me of a thoufand 
little proofs c.f his affection; and while 
bis fine eyes beamed forth the effufions 
of his foul., it was impoffible he fhould 
not -read in mine, how much the heart 
,of Adeline was in unifon with his own. 

At the end of the -co-rn-fidd we met 
1the Baronefa, and, to my very great fur
prize, the gentleman with her was no 
-other than the Count Zodifki. I can
not defrribe the confufion into which 
the fight of him threw me~ My con
fcious preference for Valzune, the inte
rdhng converfation that had juft paffed 
between us, and the dread Jeft the 
Count's honour fhould have yielded to 
his love ( which might impel him to 
1nake offers to my father, too liberal 
and advantageous for a parent to refufe) · · 
all thefe apprehenfions induced me to 
Jook on him with an air of confterna-

noo 
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.tion and embarraffinent, which it was 
impoffible fo-r his penetra.ting eyes not 
to obferve. Valzune, -on the contrary 
{ on being prefented to hir-n by the Ba
·ronefs) behaved with all that -eafy po
litenefs which difl:inguifhes the man of 
failiion, and converfed w.ith the candour 
.and pleafantry that fo particularly were 
.his own.--In the courfe of their con-
verfation, Valzune mentioned the name. 
of the .Abbe St. Bertin, when the fur
prize and joy of Zodifki difcover~d to 
u s., that the libb2 h2.d forn1erly been 
his particular friend. I felt a fecret fa
t isfaction, when he expreffed his cor1-
cern, that as it would be in his power to 
make only a fhort fray at the farm 
(where he meant to ledge while he .re
mained in that part of the world) he 

.{hould not be able to fee fo much of his 
old friend as he wifhed . 

. I was all _this time perplexed an~ un~ 
·eafy., longing to know Zodifki.,s rp.afom . 

.I 2 fur 
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for f uch an · -unexpected vi fit. -\Vhc:n 
·we arrived at the houfe, V alzune, unob
ferved by any but myfelf, difpatched a 
·note to the Abbe, apprizing him ·of the 
:Count's arrival; and as he fent the Ba
ronefs's fervant on one of the muks, an 
.anfwer was foon ~rought, wh~rein the 
Abbe fpoke 0f Zodifki with fentiments 
-of fo much regard, and fo fhongly en
treated him to cake up his re·fidence at 
his houfe inftead of the fa.rm, that he 
confented, and accordingly, after hav
ing had a little general converfacion with 
n1y father, and promifed the Baronefs 
to wait on her again before he left the 
-country, he accompanied Valzune to the 
Abbe's. 

When he was gone, M.adame de Lu
zane informed us, that he cam·e on bu
finefs .of jmport2nce to .her, relative to 
a mortga,ge that was on one of the late 
Baron's eflates, which by no means 
:quieted rny apprehenfions, as I thought 

Jt 
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it might o:ily be a pretext for his viiir, 

and ar th at moment im~gining the Ba

ronefs to be fecretiy hi-s friend, refolved 

to conceal from her my 2.ttachrncnt for 

Valzune-. I have once blufhed at hav

ing formed fuch an injurious opinion of 

the Count; his noble nature was inca

pable of rneannefs or duplicity; it was 

not poffible for hin1- to avail himfelf of 

n1y father's good will againft my incli

nanon. 

The Abbe- was fo happy to fee him, 

and Valzune was fo much de1ighted at 

an opponunicy of profiting by his fen

fible converfation, cha r they prevailed 

on him to ftay many days longer than_ 

he intended . V\r e faw him often, and 

he had feveral conferences wi.th hi.s filler

in -law, after \vhich l always obferved 

b.i1n to be _ ferious and tho1)ghtful. IV1y, 

father was charmed with his knov;ledge 

of the world, the franknefs of his man

ners., the rtEtitude of his hea1-r.-As for 

I 3 Valzune,_ 
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·v alzune"- he has often Gnce declared·,. toe 
fuft 1noment he fa,w him there was 
fomething fo prevenante in· hi·s nranner., 
fomethi'ng· fo honefr, anrl fo benign in 
his counteHance, that his hea-rc feemed. 
to claim acquaintance with him, .. a·nd he 
·wii'.hed to be worthy rhr friend·1hip of 
fuch a man. His efteero for the Counc 
daily increafed., and before they part
ed I had the pleafure to obferve, thac
Z odifki had· contracted- a real efreern and:, 
friendfhip for the cha.racte1: of Val-
1. une. 

A few davs afrer he· had left the ,I 

1\.bhe, I was rern•inded by 1ny amiable 
Jover of my pro1nife to hear the fecret 
he bad to impart. I appointed hirn ro . 
come the nexr morning,. when 1 knew 
1ny father vvould' oe out,_ and a.t an houi
when it was not likely the Baronefs 
would have quitted her· apartment. 

Valzune came., and from him I learnt 
the 



[ 1 r9 J 
the hiftory o( his life, which I will relate 

to you in as concife terms as I can. 

I-Iis father, he informed me, was a 

n1an of rank, vv"ho had married 2. daugh

rer of th.e Marquis de Montigny5 and 

his real name wa-s Solignac. He lived 

at Paris rna·ny years in a ftate of fplen

dour, even beyond what his fortune· 

rnade it prudent for him to do,. a.nd bred 

up his only ~hild with all the expence· 

that would have been fuira-ble to a man: 

born to inherit a :11uch greater e0.:ate. 

I--lis education, his appearance in the · 

world , when he was at Paris,. both in 

point of equipage and dreCs, g 1 ve every 

body the idea of the irnmenfe we~dch of 

his fath er, for who1n the M:uquis de 

rv1ontigny had. procured a very high. 

poft in the ftate, which: was a vafr ad-

dition of income to him in the laft ad

minifl:ration. This he was deprived of 

when there was a change of party; foon 

after which he had the misfortcne to lof'e 
1 4 a moft 
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. moil: affectionate and fenfible wrf'e. 
·This was the prelude to other woes; 
for in about a year after, the Count de 
Solignac had a qu~rrel with one of the 
princes of th e blood-royal, which highly 
incenfed the :ring, who interpofed his
authority. In a mom-ent of paffion, the 
proud Count de Solignac made ufe of 
fome violent expreffions bordering on 
frd ition, and thele being reported to. 
the King, he was obliged to fly into an
other country, and had cn1y time to re
commend his fon to the care of the
.Abbe St. Bertin, who ,vas nearly re
bted to the late Countefs de Solignac-. 
He left the management of other con
"en1s to the Marquis cie Montigny. .,./\,. 
decree irnmedi~tel-y 'was paffed frcm the
_/ ing, to apprehend 11onfieur de So1ig
nac, and to fentence his family to a ba
nifhment of one hundred leagues from 
Paris, on pain of imprifonmenr. At 
firft it was intended to confifcate his 

efrate, 
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dtate, but this order the Marquis de 

Montigny, j.uft before his death, pre

vaileci on the King to revoke; hov:ever ,., 

he deprived him 0f a title which had 

been hereditary in his family for many 

generations, and alfo of the poft he at 

that time held,. as governor of the Cha

teau de Belleg~rck. His departure was 

fo fudden, and his route fo very uncer-

tain, that he _ could not form any plan 

relative t0 his fon, whom the Abbe car

ried privately from Paris, under the. 

name cf Val:zune, and brought to the

frnall houfe he then inh:!L'i.ted,, which had: 

been lefc to him a few months before by 

a relation.. There that amiable man 

had devoted all his time and attention , 

to his young pupil, whoie ma,nners were 

already mor.e formed than the generality · 

of people at his time of life, by his 

having very early been introduced into 

the world, and admitted into the firfi:: 

circles,_ where he met with the 1110ft 

brilliant 



[ 122 J 
6ril11ant wits of the age, and mixed witli, 
men and women diftinguifhed for their 
rank, their abiliti·es., their knowledge of 
the world, and tafte for literature. 

The Abbe brought from Paris a
fmaH collection of fca.rce books, in va
rious languages, and took infinite pains 
to ftore the m·ind of his young friend· 
with every ufeful knowledge, and to 
ftrengthen in him every principle of 
morality. I--Iis banifbed father at firft 
took refuge in Germany; but his un
quiet and roving temper foon made 
him weary of his abode there: he in a 
few months after went into Italy, and 
wrote for the young Solignac to join. 
him at Florence. By this time he had 
contracted a paffion for me, which, added
to the tranquil happinefs he enjoyed 
with his revered preceptor, prevented. 
his receiving the news fo joyfully as 
xnight have been expected. He entrufted 
the Abbe. with the fecret of his attach-

ment., 
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ment, prornifed to return to him ifpoffible:, 
and made hin1 confent to rexnain in his 

retreat till-he ihould inform hirn by letter 

of his deftination.. Th~ Abbe approv

ed of his choice, but doubted whether· 

the ambitious and proud Count de So

Egnac would hear with patience of his 
fan's forming a connexion where for

tune could not be expected,. therefore · 

2.dvife<l him n9t to. mention the fubjecr, 
left it fbould prove a bar to his return, . 

but leave the event to fome future and 

happier period. He promifed not to 

divulge his fecret even to my father 

(who had been apprifed at firCT: by the 

Abbe of his unfortunate ftorv) left he 

fuould influence my choice; and he de

parted for I caly with a thoufand anxipus 

fears. He found I\tlonGeur de Solig;

nac Eving very fuperbly at Florence,, , 

and affociating with people of the firft 

rank and fortune; _ but what hurt him 

cxtremelyJ.was to find he had made pro~ 
· pofals; 
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pofals of marriage to a lady, whofe re-~ 
commendations were high birth and 
beauty, bu,e whofe want of fortune and 
levity of conduct made her by no 
n1eai1s an eligible match for him. She 
was at the fame rim~ addrefied by an, 
J talian Comte. This for forrnt months 
made her hefitate in her choice; but at 
length the ::rtful woman ( who meant to 
i:nake the beft bargain fne could, and 
had by that time become the abfolute · 
rnifrrtfs of Solignac's affections) decided 
for him. The marriage was celebrated 
with great pomp, and his fon foon after 
took an 0pporrnnicy to propofe return
jng to the Abbe.-His father, whofe 
whole attention was fixed on his new 
bride and her connexions, readily con
fented, and he left Florence with a 
heart difgufted at the folly, the vices, 
and the hypocrify he had been a witnefs 
of in that city, and more en'amoured 
than ever of my guilelefs con.duct, and 
., the 



·the peaceful fcenes to which he was gt>
Jng to return. 

Having ended his narration, he en

treated I would permit him no longer 

to be clandefline in his attachment, but 

to requeft my father's concurrence in a 

,continuation of his addrdfes, which he 

thought himfelf more particularly bound 

to do., as the Count Zodifk.i had already 

ftole the fe.crei from him. 

I coulq not help blufhing when he 

mentioned that circumftance; but my 

lover ( whom I mufr now caH Solignac) 

did not obferve my confufion at the 

Count',s name ; and I confented he-ili.ould 

make his propofals to my father. 

He took his leave, afrer prefenting 

me with the piB:ure of himfel~ which 

you; Madam, have fo-en, and which was 

painted in Italy; and the next day made 

a declaration, whi.ch my father received , 

·with infinite joy. That venerable in .. 

-iiulgent parent could fcarcely f upprefa 
th 
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7the tears of tranfport, when, [peaking t0 
·me on the fubjecr, he confeffed he had · 
long obfel'ved our increafing affection 
for each ocher, and that it was the ut

·moft wifh of his heart to fee me united 
.to a charatl:er fo worthy .to be loved. 
We were ·now -inexpreffibly happy. Our 
regard for each other was licenfed by 
the approbation of the two _ptople in 
-the world wh0m we moft refpected and 
-ef(eemed. We poifdfed -each other's 
confidence, and our days paffed on tran
quilly, innocently, and affectionately.
This calm was a 'little diflul'bed by the 

· Abbe informing tis of the death of the 
oldMarquis de ·Rozancourt, who had 
long been :ill at Paris; and I obferved 
the news made my father grave and 
thoughtful ;-but I put it to ,the account 
of old friendfhip, and his remembrance 
.of the happy days they paffed together 
~'1 their early travels. 

'l'he 
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The autumn fled too faft-winter be
gan to reign, and Solignac meditated 
writing to his father ( from whom he 
had not heard for the fpace of two 
monrhs) to requefr his confent to our 
marriage; when, one day as we were all 
fitting round the fire after dinner, Ber 4 

trand, a fervant belonging .to my father, 
.brought the · Abbe a letter. I obferved 
he changed countenance extre111e] y in 
,reading it, complained of a fudden gid
dinefs in his ~ead, and left the robm. 
Solignac, alarmetl at his indi[ poution, 
followed hin1. After waiting for their 
return fame time, we went to er1q~1ire 
:afcer the Abbe, and found, to o-ur. great 
furprife, he and Solignac were gone 
home. Our afton.ifbment and our fof_ 

pence continued till late in the evening., 
when I received thefe lines: 

,(( Tc 
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" My fudden f11ght, and the Abbe's 
:agitation, muft have appe:ired fo ftrange 
to MonGeur de Courcy and my dearefr 
Adeline, that, ill qualified as I a1n for 
fuch a tafk, I cannot reti e to my bed 
w.ithout informing them of my n1orives 
for fuch a· p-rec,ip-itace ret reat. This; 
will be expla1ned in a few worcls, when· 
·1 tel~ you, the letter addreffed to the 
Abbe contained the news of my father's 
·ckath~ The ihock was fo great, that 
I found myfelf very unfit even for the 
fociety of rhofe fo de.ar to me; and I 
-therefore haftentd to bury ·my affiicrion 
in folitude. The Abbe-, who is engaged 
• rn writing letters on this nklancholy 
,occafion, wil1 wait 0n you very foon* 
-and before I fet out for Italy ( where my 

·immediate _prefence becomes abfolutely 
...nece1fary) 
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neceifary) I hope once more to auure 

my deareft Adeline of the fincere affec

tion of her 

Ever faithful 

·HENRI DE SoLIGN Ac.H 

I was Ihocked and furprized at this 

-letter ; but as I had ever conudered So

:-lignac's father as the only impedirnent 

to our happinefs, and had by no means 

a good opinion of him, I only felt for

rcw at the thoughts of my lover's being 

abfent from me. 
'I'he Abbe, whon1 we faw the next 

morning, judged it proper for him to 

.fet out -immediately; and as the will 
was not to be opened till Solign:ic's ar

rival, and his advice and afEftance were 

·neceifary, he 2greed to accompany him, 

,vith the intention of revifiting his cot--
• I ,~ • 

t c1 ge in tne 1prmg. 
The morr.ing fixed for their depar-

.,V 01. L K ture-> 
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ture, a heavy fnow fell, but the affec
tionate Solignac, whofe love could fur
mount every difficulty, and defpife fa
tigue or inconvenience, came to take 
his leave. I will not trefpafs on your 
patience with a recital of the tears we 
fbed, or the vows we exchanged of 
everlafting love. l'vl y dear, dear Solig
nac bade me a lafi: .farewel ; and when I 
could no longer gaze on his perfon~ I 
mournfully traced his footfi:eps in the 
fnow. H is promife of writing to 1ne 
from Itc.ly was 1ny only confolation; but 
for the fake of my father I conce::iled 
my forrows from his eye, and depofited 
them in the bofom of my faithful Gene-. 
v1eve. 

Two days after the Abbe and Solig
nac had left us, l wa~ walking in the 
fields with my father, when we were 
furprized by the fudden found of horns 
and hounds. It was fomething fo new 
to us, that my father was at a lofs how 

to 
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:to account for it. In a few minutes, 
:they were in view, and came up with 
.us before we reached a gate which led 
.to the Priory. Sev.eral of the people 

paffed by, and leaped -over the gate, 
without turning their eyes towards us. 
The laCT: of the number was prepar.ing 

to follow, when, fuddenly checking his 
l1orfr, he exclaimed, Heavens., is it pof

fible t have - I the happinefs -to behold 
J\t1adernoifellc de Courcy ? at the fame 

n1oment haftily alighting fron1 his hor1e, 
and running towards us, kiffed my hand 
,with more familiarity, I thought, than 
,politenefs. 

I''1y amazen1ent .and concern were 

. grea.ter than I .can defcribe, when I dif
,covered this intruder to be the young 

M arquis de R czancourt, of whofe ar

rival at the CaJEe there had 0een a ru

-mour fome days before, which I was 
.. induced to th:nk falfr, _fron1 its not hav

_;iqg been confirmed or publiciy known. 

K. 2 My 
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My fat11e~, fhucl~ with his noble air, and 
. the joy he exprdfed at feeing me, re

quefted the favour of his name, and ap
peared wonderfully ernbarraffed when 
it was revealed. , 

The Marquis was extremely fur.
prized, and apparently pkafed, to difco
ver who we ~ere. I-Ie lo~ded my father 
with civiiities, and 111aqe ~im promife to 

pay hi1n . a vi fit at the Cafile, add ... 
ing, that he hoped \Ve fho ~1 ld be good 
neighbours during his :fhort fray there ; 
and th2t he fhould avail him.feif of my 
father's perrniffion to fee us often at the 
Priory. . 

I came hom-e exceilively ch2grined 
with this rencontre. Mv father's looks 
were dark. and myfter1;~s. I obferved 

11im often Jeni~. his brews, walk up and 
down the room with fulded arms, and 
frequently fbake his head. _ I dared not 
aik the reafon of this change; and he 
retired to bed much earlier than uf uaL 

The 
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The n~xt day he went to pay a vifit 

to the lVIarquis, and _I employed myfelf 

in writing to Solignac; but left I iliould 

, jnfect him with my uneafincfs, I only 

mentioqed, that the Marquis de Rozan

~ourt was at prefent our neighbour~ 

without faying any thing of the frrange 

manner in wh:ch he had renewed his 

acquaintance with me. 

1'11y fathe-r came from the Caftle in 

one of the Marquis's carriages, ex

tremdy plea!ed with his recepcion, and 

full of prailes of the magnificence of the 

owner, and the great improvements he 

had begun rnaking in the Caftle; con

cluding with informing n1e., he had pro

inifed the l\1arquis we fhoulcl dine with 

him on the Monday following, and en ... 

g :1 ge the Baronefs to be of the party. 

I now repented my not having re

vealed to that excellent friend the fitu

, ation of my hea1:t; but her relationfhip 

to the Count Zodifki, and the fufpicion 

K 3 of 
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of ner being in his interefr, had kept me 
£lent on a fobjecr that it was irnpoffible 
ihe !hould now remain ignorant of. I 
could no longer difguife my thoughts,.. 
but haftening to her apartment., I to1d, 
her my apprehenfions of the M·arquis's 
def.gns, and with many tears acknow:.. 
ledged my preference for SoEgnac, and: 
owned the reafons which had made me 
fo long referved. She rep1ird with her 
ufual gentlenefs, that having feen the 
hrft time, when fhe joked upon the fub
jefr, that it was unpleafant to 111e, fhe
had f. rbore fpeaking on what it ivas 
irnpoffible for her not to know ; that 
Sol:gnac's virtues and agremens entit
led him ro my preference; and that Zo
difl.(i had fo much real honour and gene-
1 onty, as to own my choice was prcperly 
pl;:.cec:- and to forget the character of 
rival i.n that of friend.-She told me., 
that in a late converfation with the 

Count:> 
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Count, he informed her my father was 

deeply in arrears to the late Marquis de 

Rozancourt for the hire of the Priory. 

Do not, faid !he, on that account, fuffcr 

your avedion to the Marquis's manners 

to be detrirnental to your father's ad

vantage. It may jurt now be greatly for 

his intereft, that they fhou1d remain up

on good terms ; and there can be no 

violent punip1rner,t in -our dining one 

day at the Caftle ;-befid~s, continued 

ihe, laughing, why are you to be fuch a 

vain girl, as to fuppofe he means rnore 

than civility by his fine fpeeches? per-

haps I fhall have my fhare; and you do 

not know but that I may lay fiege to his 

heart, and be fuccefafui in my attack.

I yielded to her reafons, and was n1ore 

induced to do fo, becaufe the l\,1arquis 

had not troubled us with a vifir. Some 

notes and meffages had been carried by 

B eruand from my father to the Caftle, 

the purport of which l was ignorant of, 
K 4 but-
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but I fuppoftd them to relate to the m0~ 
nev that was due . ' J 

· Saturday came too foon·. The 1V1arquis 
·fent his coach and fix to fetch us. 1 
dreffed myfelf to as little advantage as 
poffi.ble, and with a heavy heart attend:.. 
ed my father and Mada1ne de Luzane to 
·the coach. In abot,t an hour's time we 
arrived, through indifferent roads, .. to a 
long avenue of trees, which conducted 
t1s to a large old caft!e ( with four turrets, 
·aod every appearance of antiquattd gran
deur) behind ,:vhich fome beautiful and 
extcnGve woods were fituated very ad
van tageo u fly. • 

The Marquis received us, with marks 
of profound refpect, in the portico lead
ing to the great hall, which was hung 
with efcutcheons, bearing- the blazoned 
arms of his fam~ly in genealogical order. 
The houfe was in tolerable repair; fome 
of the apartments ht~;1g with tzipefiry, . 
and others with pictures. The old 

9 Marquis 
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Marquis had been a man of tafte and 

fcience, an encourager of the arts, and 

a collector of ever.y thing curious. On 

one fide the hall was a large diniug

roo1n, a i1brary, and common parlour; 

on the other,, a picture gallery, and a 

noble drawing-room. There were two 

pavilions anr.exed to the houfe, one of 

which was converted into a chape], the 

other contai~cd a room fo_r exotics, a 

bath,. and a fmall recefs that looked 

into the garden,. and was f urrounded in 

the fummer by rofes. The view fro1n 

the houfe was limited to the park, and 

both park and garcen were at that time

in a very rude and uncultivated flateo 

We had a rr!agnificent dinner. Two or 

three gentlemen were of the party, and 

the converfation vvas general and livelyo 

The Marquis did the honours of his 

table with infinite grace and poiitenefs; 

and when we can1e away, my father and 
the 
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the Baronefs feemed much pleafed with . 
our reception. 

The next day Monfieur de Rozan• 
court came to the Priory, c1nd his atten
tion was fo equally divided between the 
Baronefs and me, that I began to blame 
myfelf fo_r my former fufpicions. I 
grieved to think that Madame de Lu
zane had but a fortnight longer to ftay, 
and fecretly wifhed her elegant manners 
and fenuble converfation might capti
vate the Marquis, and that ihe could 
be induced again to enter the nuptial 
ftate. 

Monfieur de Rozancourt ca1ne often, 
and his conduct was fuch as could not 
be difapproved. He expreifed much 
concern at the 1ofs of rnv friend's com-, 
pany when fhe returned to Pari-s, which 
was in the month of February. 

I have here 211 opportunity of making 
you more acquainted with the character 

of 
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of Zodi:iki, for the fake of which I lhall 

~igrefs from my own fiory 1 and fay that, 

when you perufe the acco.unt of his life 

( which I wrote fr01n the fratement given 

me by the Baronefs, and ihall inclofe, in 

order that you may read it at this period 

of my narrative) it m:1y introduce ftill 

more to your acquaintance a 1nan who I 

am proud to call my friend. 

The Baronefa had often prornifed to 

give 111e the hifrory of Zodifki, which 

fne had learnt fro~ her late hufband; 

and forne time afrer ihe had left us, I 

received a packet fro1n her, the contents 

of which I now., l\1ad~m> fubmit to your 

pen1fal. 

" 1·0 ADELINE DE COURCY. 

cc The hiftory of the man., who I have 

the honour to call iny brother-in-law., 

need not be long: it requires no e:n

bellifhments., 
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bellii11111ents, and ihall be a n1ere 
epitome of a life that does honour to 
human nature. 

'' Zodifki \Vas the frcond fon of a 
Poliih gentleman, who) though defcend
ed from an ancient houfe, had barely a 
fufEcieHcy to fupport a family of five 
children. His wife, however, was a 
woman of high rank, by whofe influence 
he obtained a poft under government~ 
and was enabled to give his children an 
excellent education, and to have the 
hope of placing them all ad vantageouf1 y 
in the world., throuf!h the means of his u . 

wife's relations. 
" The young Zodifl<j ha:'ing early 

difcovered a {hong propenfity for the 
1ni1itary life, was put into the army al
n1oft as foon as he co:u1d draw a fword> 
and in a few rr1onths after had the 1nif .... 
fortune to lofe his father: but his own 
rnerit gained him the proteltion of pow
erful friends in the military line; and in 
the firfi: battle that was fought after he 

had 
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lrnd enteied i_nto the army, the courage 

-and fteadinefa that he difplayed was no

ticed by the General who commanded 

the battalion, and mentioned to the 

King .. · 
cc His elder brother had about this time 

the irnprudence to marry a young wo

nian without any fortune, unknown to 

11is mother, who, left a widow at the 

age of thirty, with beauty and talents to 

render her a captivating object, w2.s 

pining under the obfcurity of her fitua

tion, and the narrownefs of her income, 

for her hu·fband had little to leave either 

to his widow or children, and her proud 

relations (who were offended by her 

marriage) thought they had done enough 

1n obtaining a poCT: for her hufband, 

without encumbering themfelves with 

her children. Two of her daughters 

w-ere placed in the Convent of St. Flo

rian, near Cracow, where they took the 

veil) and he.r youngeft fon decided to go 
.rn.to 
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into the army as foon as he .fhould be 
ola enough~ 

" Fortune however, brcame favour
.able to the mother of Zodiiki, when.fhe 
was def pairing of better rimes., and feeli-ng, 
with the rnoft poignant refentment, the 
indifcretion of her el deft fon. Her ambi
tious and arbitra ry fpirit., which was 
checked during he-r hufband's Efe by 
the affection ihe bore him, broke forth 
even in poverty, and fufficiently proved~ 
that nothing but the moft violent paf
fion could have taught fo proud a fpir.it 
to degrade itfelf by a marriage unequal 
to her birth, and fo inadequate to the 
expectations of her family. She de
clared that her fon had forfeited every 
claim to her .notice or affection, and 
1comrnanded him never to fee her more. 
This fente.n ce operated upon his youth
f ul mind fo forcibly, that he withdrew 
with his wife, and the ftnall furn left 
him ~y his fatherJ and fettled in another 

country~ 
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~ountry, without letting his family or 

friends know the place of his retJ eat. 

" Very foon after that event, the 

Baron de Luzane W J S fent fro1n the 

<:ourt of France on an ernbaffy to Po

land. His entry ir.to '\Varfaw was mag

nificent, and as foon as he was fettled in 

that city, the nobles vied with each other 

in entertaining him. Among ot_hers, a 

ntar relation of Zodiiki's mother had 

the honour tQ receive him for a guefr, 

and the yutmg widow, who was then 

come to W arfaw, was permitted to be 

one of the company. 

cc \V hcther a prefentiment of future 

greatnefs darted acrofs her mind, or that 

female vanity prompted her to excite 

admira~ion, I k now r,ot; but ibe had 

taken uncommon pains to adorn a per

fon that was natural ly formed to in fpire 

both awe and love; tor even when I 

knew her firil, fhe had the dignity of a 

,P ,rincefs blended with .ali th0fe feminine 

graces 
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:graces which are calculated to fieal int© 
·the heart. She danc~d re111arkably well -; 
and the ·Baron, who was an enthufiaftic 
admirer of.grace and beauty, no fooner 
diftinguifhed her from the reft, than he 
-became .-curious to learn who ihe was. 
The ftory of her indigence gave him· 
hopes that ihe would liftea to his ad
dreffes on eafy terms; _and, with the free 00 

dam and gallantry of a courtier and a 
Frenchman, .. he was introduced, and 
:foon acquainted her vvith the impreffion 
fhe had made upon his heart. 

·" At fupper Gnging was propofed. 
·Her .voice ,vas rernarkab1y melodiousJ 
.. and her taI'ce exquifite; but fhe re
·n1ained filent till the B~ron hirnfelf fo
Jicited her to fing. She had learnt a 
little French air, the words of which ilie 
could imperfe8:]y repeat, and to this 
fang {he gave fo niany little graces that 
the Baron was enraptured. He learnt 
her _place of . abocleJ and obtained per-

n1iff10n 
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rniiffion .to vifit her; ·but apprehenGve 

that the Baron's views might not be 

·honourable, !he anumed the character 

of dignity, expreffed alarm at the ain

biguous flile of his addreffes, and threat

'.ened to retire from Warfaw; ihe even 

kept he-r word ; but fo far was Ihe from 

-intending a long abfence., that ihe car

.ried a French fervant into her retire

m ent, and employed all her time in 

learning the Janguage of the man to 

·whofe choice fne afpired. 

" Abfence incr.eafed the Baron's paf

J1on; and when fne thought proper to 

Jet him know the phce of ·her retire

ment, he m2.de her _propofa.ls of mar

riage, and was accepted. 
" Very foon after that event -he was 

recalled, and his bride left Poland, ex

ulting in the fuccefs of a projeB: which 

had united her to a man of high birth, 

and -of good though not fplendid for-

'tune. 1 In about a year after this -mar-

¥ 01. lo L r1age 
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riage · fhe had a fon, who grew up to 
be what the fondeft parents could de
fire. He [ucceeded to the Baron's title 
and eftate very early in life ;-we were 
acquainted from the time of childhood
we lo 1ed each other-we were married, 
and till the hour of death, which, alas l 
happened in two years after we were 
un ited, he never occafioned me a mo
rnent's forrow. But I will pafs over 
this mournful event in few words, that 
I may not wound my own feelings and 
difrrefs your's. My mother and Ma
dame de Luzane having fo long lived 
on 'terms of friend!hip, I had frequently 
met Zodifki, who was occafio~ally with 
his mother in France, and for whom 
my hufuand had the mofr perfect eftee1n 
and brotherly affection. From him I 
learnt the hdl:ory of this wonderful ma,, 
to which it is now neceffary that I fhould 
return. 

" \Vhen 
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Ile When he was a boy, learning 1nili

tary exercifes at the academy at Cracow, 

he forrr1ed an acquaintance with Count 

Polnitz, who lived at Sandomir, on 

the Banks of the ViHuJa, and was fent 

to the fame academy; he was only a 

year older than Zodifki ; and this ac

-quaintance foon grew into a very ftricr 

friendfhip, ·which-lafred till Polnitz went 

on his travels. 

" This young n1an he n1et again, fe

veral years after, ( when the fecond cam

paign he had been engaged in was over) ; 

their intimacy was renewed, and Zo

difki imparted to him his paffion for 

R2dzina, the daughter of Koiluco, an 

-officer who was lately dead, and whofe 

opinion of his honour,, and certainty of 

his affection, had induced him to be

queath this lovely orphan to him for a 

wife, ( as foon as fhe fhould be two years 

,older,) and in the mean .time had com

-n1itted her to the care of an ancient 

L 2. female 
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female relation, who refided in a cottage 
on the plain of V ola, three miles from 
Warfaw. 

" Zodifki had conducl:ed himfelf with 
fo much acl:ivity, fpirit, and judgment, 
during the two campaigns, and had 
evinced fo much perfonal bravery on 
feveral occafions, that the General Lu- · 
bien{ki, old and experienced as he was, 
diftinguiihed the rnerit of his young 
officer, and prefaged, that his rifing 
genius would add luflre to the Polifh 
name. His regard and efl:eem for him 
increafed fo much, that he offered hiLn 
his only daughter in marriage, with a 
fortune that might hav~ dazzled the eyes 
of an ambitious man, even if the lady 
had been deficient in beauty or n1ental 
accomplifhments. The liberal foul of 
Zodi{ki never could fl:oop to falfehood ; 
if his heart had not been engaged to 
Radzina, he would not have accepted 
the daughter of Lubienfki for the fake of 

riches 
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riches only-he fcorned diffimulation

though his future profpec1s very much 

depended on the favour of his General, 

he did not hefitate, but with manly can

dour, while he acknowledged his obli

gation, he declined the honour of an 

alliance, which his preference for an

other forbade him to accept. 

" The cheek of Lubienfki fluihed for 

a moment with indignation and wounded 

pride, at having ftooped to propofe his 

daughter to a man fo much his inferior, 

and who, to his great furprize, rejected 

fuch an offer; but his abhorrence · of 

deceit, and his paffion for diGnterefi:ed 

virtue, overpowered the momentary 

fenfe of anger, and with the honeft 

warmth of a true foldier's heart, he 

eH:eemed the fincerity of Zodifki's , cha

racter, and continued to be his friend 

and patron. 

"Thewinterfledawayondownywings; 

for the young warrior was happy in the 

L 3 fociety 
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fociety of Radzina, and charmed' to o&-
fervr her progrefs in every ufeful and ele
gant branch of learning, the pleafure ihe 
felt in feeing and converfing with him,. 
the deference ihe paid to his opinion, and 
the pride .£he took in his military fa me •. 

"' Spring came, and the troops were· 
called again to action. Zodifki took. ._, 

leave of his miftrefs, jufr after his friend 
Polnitz was arrived at W ar.faw to wit
nefs his happinefs, and 2-pplaud his-

1 • c1101ce. 
" The Poles were fuccefsful in the· 

firft engagement; they drove the enernY' 
with g reat £laughter fron1 the field., and: 
purfued them far into• the country. On. 
their return, as they were palling thro'· 
an obfcure village) Zodi{ki obfrrved a: 
little ragged boy, whofe features ftruck 
him with fuch a rcfemblance to his lonP' ,::, 

abfent brother, that he couid not refifl: 
the curiofity he felt to queftion him
the boy pointed ta a mjJerable loo.king 

9 l)A lf~~ "v .... 1 ...... , 
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houfe, where he faid his parents lived. 

A pale, ficldy young woman appeared 

at the door, with an infant at her breaft: 

ihe begged to know the fl:ranger's name. 

When he faid, Zodifki, a faint fl1riek. 

came from her lips, which brought her 

huroand to the door. He, in the dif

guife of a menial drefs, was eafily recog

nized by the affectionate Zodifki, who, 

leaping from his horfe, tefrified the fin

cere delight it gave him to embrace 

a brother, who had fubmitted to a fer

vile ftate in order to fupport his droop

ing family, rather than apply to his 

friends., when he too well knew he had 

brought himfrlf into that ftate of poverty 

by his own imprudence. 

"After contributing what he could to 

the relief of indigence, Zodifki haftened 

after his victorious troops; but in their 

1narch they met with a large detach

ment of the enemy, which had been 

planted in ambufh in order to intercept 

L 4 the 

,. 
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the weary Poles; thefe aifailed themi 
with great violence, and like 1nen who 
knew their own advantage. The King~s 
brave nephew was at the head· of the· 
Poli{h troops, feconded by the cool and· 
detennined Lubieniki; but the valour
of the one, and the experience of the 

· other., were infufficient in this defperate· 
engage1nent. The firft had hrs horfe 

· fhot under him, and would have been a, 
prey to the enemy, had not Zodifki 
flown to his afiiftance ~ his voice re
animated the drooping foldiers ; his in
trepid air encouraged them to hope for 
conqudt: they caught the enthufrafm of 
his col!rage ; again they attacked the
en~my, an~ after a defperate ftruggle 
put them to flight. 

" When this action of Zodifki's was 
reported to the King, he made him a. 
Count, invefted hi1n ,vith the order of 
Knighthood, and promoted him to the 
rank of Colonel. 

" That 



[ 153 ] 

H That year, as the troops were returning 

towards vVarfaw, Zodifki received let

ters from France, mentioning his mother 

being dangerouily ill, and requefting to 

fee him. He obtained leave of abfence 

-had juft time to behold his,Radzina

to defire he might hear frequently from 

her and Polnitz, and to bid them both 

adieu. 
" When he arrived at Paris, he found 

his mother fiowly recovering-the fight 

of a beloved and affectionate Ion con

tributed to reftore her-he had the fa

tisfaction to fee her happy in the regard 

of a deferving hufbandl furrounded 

with every comfort.,. and many luxuries ;, 

and to percci ve in her lit de fon the 

dawnings of that amiable difpofition 

which afterwards made him-univerfally 

beloved ; while the young Luzane 

looked up to Zodifki with reverential 

love, as to a fecond parent, whofe ex

ample he was to emulate. 
" After 
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· "After fome time fpent thus happily, 

love and glory recalled Zodifki to Po
land. He flew to his Radzina before 
fhe had heard of his arrival; he found 
her changed in manner-languid and 
1nelancholy-referved and thoughtful
he fought his- fcier.d for fome time in 
vain -at length they met, but he was 
no longer the cheerfr~l and open-hearted 
Polnitz that he knew before. Embar
raffment fat on his countenance, and 
reftraint was in his converfation. A 
fufpicion arofe in Zodifki's bofom, but 
he repelled it as an injufiice to his friend 
•-yet why ihould both Radzina and 
Polnitz be changed ?-their letters had 
not expreffed any alteration in their 
fentiments-fome mifcake might caufe 
this eftrangement.-The next day h~ 
went to the houfe where R adzina lived, 
refolved to obtain an eclairciffement
:lhe was not to be found-the female 
friend with who1n fhe refided, terrified 

at 
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at her elopement, uttered the name of 

Polnitz-it was fufficient for Zodifki

he inilantly flew to feek him, and met 

this falfe friend in the £heer-tbere, with 

all the fury of a lover, and indignation 

of an injured foldier, he charged hjn1 

with having concea1ed the caughter of 

Kofiuco. Polnitz changed colour, but 

denied the charge. Nay, faid the de

termined Zodifki, it is in vain to pre

tend you know not where !he is-I 

cannot give you credit there-it is a. 

cowardly evafion~ 

" At thefe words Polnitz, drawing his 

fword, exclaimed, " VVho dares im

peach my honour is a villain !"-At 

that moment fome people were feen: 

· coming haH:ily down the ftreet, therefore 

Zodifki faid-" Offendectl honour, 011 

which ever fide it refts, f11all be obeved; 
J 

but this is not-a time ; tvvo hours hence 

I will meet you with pillols at the north 
entrance 
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entrance of the wood of Bielany"-a:t 
thefe words they parted. 

'' On returning home Zodifki found a 
paper, the hand-writing of which he 
knew too well; he opened it with great 
emotion, and read a Jetter, the copy of 
which I am enabled to !hew you. 

" To ZoDISKI. 

"From the Monaflery at Mariemont .. 

'' I-Iad I · been aware of your arrival,. 
I !hould have fought this retreat fooner :1 

• and have avoided an interview that 
wounded me to the foul. Oh! Zodifki ! 
you deferved that 1 lhould act with can- . 
dour; yec my fear of offending your 
ftern virtue has induced me to di.ffemble .. 
I thought I loved you, till I became 
acquainted with Polnitz. \Vhen I made 
the fatal difcovery of the progrefs he 
was gradually gaining in my affection,. 
I ftrove to conquer a preference that I 

difapproved> 
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difapproved, being confcious that I 

ought to fulfil my engagements to Zo

difki-but how was I to fulfil them ? 

-could I offer him a divided heart?

could I impofe upon his honourable 

unfufpe&ing nature, and prefent hitn 

with a hand that muft tremble at the 

altar ?-I knew not how to act-Pol

nitz fa w the conflict in my mind-he: 

fled from me-but love, more pow

erful than reaf~rn, brought him back. 

cc When the time drew near for you 

to return, I wrote to the Abbefs of this 

Convent, to requeft an afylum in thefe 

facred walls. I confidered, that in order 

to be juft to you, I 1nuft be cruel to 

Polnitz and rnyfelf; but I concealed 

my intention from him, and could not 

refolve to leave the man I too fondl;.r 

loved, till compelled by your fudden 

arrival to ~y from him for ever. He 

knows r.ot the place of my retreat. I 

conjure you to conceal it from him> 

and 
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:and to believe that the heart which 
Zodifki once thought worthy his regard, 
;can punifh itfe1f to pay a debt of honour. 
Farewell. 

"RADZJNA." 

" Greatly agitated by the perufal of 
:this letter, Zodi:fki wrote as follows :. 

" Though I have a fword to punifh 
·treachery, I have alfo a heart open to 
·the feelings of humanity. Radzina ! 
you have wronged me · moft in fo long 
,withholding your confidence from meo 
.Much as I loved you, I could have 
.pitied an involuntary paffion-1 could 
even have promoted your happinefs at 
the expence of mine. ·My love was of 
.no common kind; ·it was founded on 
·efteem and confidence. I am now pu-
nifhed for being too fecure; and an-1 
·taught by .a friend and a miftrefs, that 

,,conftancy does not often be long t9 

.won1anll 
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woman; nor faith to man. But my 

regard for the memory of Kofluco here 

checks my pen. I muft re1nember,, 

( painfully remember) that you are his 

daughter. Y our letter is arrived juft 

in time to prevent bitter confequences ; 

had it been fent an hour later, I might 

have deprived you of your lover; but 

you, Madam ! ref-lrain the ann of ven

geance, and, in the fonn of peace, I 

give you to ·my rival- may- his fucu re 

conduct prove that he deferves you. 

" ZoorsKr." 

After difpatching this letter to the 

Convent, he went to meet the defrroyer 

of his happinefs- he found hi1n true to 

the appointment, and caLed on him to 

fire . Polnitz demurred . " :Fire firft," 

faid he, , c I arn the cfrender, though not, 

a coward. If to poffefs the h~art of 

Radzir.ia, and to adore her, be a crim.~, 

I cqnfefs my guilt ; but the bafenefa of 

concealing 
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concealing her I deny. The appe11a
ti-on of coward never yet affailed my ears 
unpuni!hed-it wounds me doubly from 
the tongue of Zodifa:i-ye-t from him I 
could bear much-our former friendfhip 
-" Ceafe," cried Zodiiki, cc that re
c-olleccion comes too late-the name of 
friend excites my indignation ; it is a 
name polluted hy duplicity and ingra
titude; to be brief, you have wronged 
1ne cruelly ; bt1t I have in one infiance 
accufed you falfely-we meet, there
fore, on equal terms, and thefe piftols 
nrnft adjuft our difference. Fire then 
with me," he faid, and raifed his arm. 
At the fame moment Polnitz fired into 
the air- but what was his furprize, when, 
iinfread of hearing the report of ZodifKi's 
piftol, he difcovered that it was not 
,charged~ 

" Ah ·1 '' cried he, in ·a voice of keen 
-.emotionJ ~, did not Zodiiki fay we met on 

equal 
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equal terins ?--Oh Heaven! did he 
n1ean n1e for his murderer ?'' 

"No ! " replied Zodifki, with an air of 
dignity and calmnefs, " I had branded 
you with the name of ·coward-it was 

but jun: that I ihould give you an op
portunity to refute the charge-my life 
was of little importance-your death 
would have availed me nothing-and I 
.could not aim at the heart of Radzina, 
which would_have been pierced through 
your's.-Go to the Convent at Marie
mont-there you will find the Lady
wed her and be happy-but let me ne-· 
ver fee you more ... " 

" So faying~ he quitted the afi:oni!bed 
Polnitz, and immediately joined ~ the 

.army, le2.ving his friend and mi ft refs to 
admire his generouty, and unite their 
fates, 

<c In the battles that fucceeded, Zo
difki fought with his -accuftomed bra
very ; b11t fo the lafr engagement he had 

1/ OL. L . IVI th<:" 
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·the n1iiery to fee his young brother (who 
generally was near •him, and proud to · 
copy his example) at a diftance, and in 
in1minent danger. He flew to fave him, 
but at that moment received a wound 
in his f word arm, which di fabled him 
fron1 affording his aHiftance; and though 

a party of his followers ru{hed in to de

fend the gallant youth, it was too late-

1nortally woun<led_, -he expired in the 

a rms of his heroic brother-there the 

warrior was loft in the tender feelings o.f 
humanity-Zodifki wept., and forgot 
his own wound till his n1ighty foul, 
rouzed into fury, urged him to revenge 
h is brother-he then found himfelf dif. 

abled, even fro1n the power to hold his · 

{ word, _and, fainting with pain, was 
-carried off by his furrounding foldiers .. 

T here ended his military career. I-I e 
was brought back to the camp, ancl. 

. nurfed by the venerable Lubieniki with > 

all the tendernefs of a father. .Polnit-z 
.came 
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came· feveral times during 11is confine
ment, and folicited to be admitted, but 
Zodifki confbmtly ref u[ed, faying, after 
having pardoned him, his wifh was to 

vforget him. 
·" The loyers had the delicacy and 

confideration to defer their marriage till 
he retired from Poland, which was as 
foon as his wound permitted him to travel. 
Senuble that he could no longer render 
any fervices to his country, he deGred to 
retire., and, on pretence of travelling, 
quitted Poland with an intention never 
to return. I-Ie br0ught ir1to France th~ 
f mall fortune left him by his father, 

. and devoted his time to a mother who 
-was proud of him, and to a brother 
whofe ftudies he was fo capable of fuper
intending. If I was to relate what his 
tendernefs had be<::n to . that parent and 
brothe~, it would fill ) ·a . volume. I-Ie 
fo und his mother again._a widow, in need 
of his care, affiftance, ~--nd . advice ; his 

1\1 .2 )'Olln£ 
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young brother required a friend and 
guardian : ably he performed his duty · 
to them both. The refpec1 in which he 
is held at Paris you muG: have obferved, 
and it is his own fault that he has not 
filled fo1ne places of importance; but 
v1ealth is not his objecr, and freedom is. 

" With a 1n:nJ thw; great, he has a 

tendernefs of fot1l truly afionifhing ; and 
what he fuffered in attending on his dear · 
brother in his laft illnefs, is more than 
I can defcribe; for his affiicrion appeared 
equal to my own. The charatl-er he 
bears in Poland will be evinced by this 
letter, written to Madame de Luzane, 
by Lubien.fk:i, foon after his departure, 
and of which I preferved a tranilated 
copy. 

" To the BARONESS DE LuzANE. -

" While you, Madam, are rejoicing 
in the arrival of your . excellent fon, he 
is regretted in Poland as a man and a 

foldiero 
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Soldier. His Majefiy fpeaks of him 

·with the praife that is fo much his due

even the courtiers cannot but commend 

-him ; and in the army hi c; lofs is irre

parable. The common foldiers, who 

adored his magnanimity in battle, and 

experienced his benevolence in private 

Efe, mention hi1n with tears, and have 

abfolutely contributed to raife an hum

ble memorial of ZodiH~i's valour on the 

fpot v,1here he received his wound in the 

defence of a brother. Is not th is a 

prouder trophy than the rnoft elaborate 

work that art or expence can frame ?~ 

To the noble mind of Zodifki I know 

how impreffive fuch a circumftance will 

he. It is the tribute paid by honefiy 

to valour ::ind virtue-of courfe it m uft 

be graceful to the brave man who is 

thus immortalized. 

"Vi/hy will he not return to a country 

-that cherin1es the remembrance of his 

virtue ?-Though he can no longer ex~ 

rv1 .3 ercife 
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trcife his arm in the defence of Poland;,, 
he can affift her with his counfels in. the 
Senate; but it is not for rnE to judge.
That he may be happy wherever he 
refides, is not only the wifh of my hearr,, 
cut that of every man who hc!1ot1rs·· . 
1:nent. 

" I remain, Madam;. 
" with great ref}x:Et, 

~, your faithful Friend_ and Servant, 
'' STANISL.AUS LunlENSKr."· 

cc To this, con;:inued the Baronefs, I' 
wiil fubjoin t\VO letters that I fountl among-
1\/Ionficur de Luzane 's nc:.pers, '-'ifict~r. bv l. ~ J 

Zodiiki; one is the copy of what he -
frnt to the King of Po1and .(w_hen he-· 
·was ill of his wound) in confequence -
of his Majefl:y having offered him a 
penfion ; the other contains ir.rrructions
to his brother, which might be fervice
ab1e to the _prefent fet of wild you_ng . 
men; for thefe gay characters regu!re 

advice 
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advice and direction more . than- my 

hufbari.d did, who was naturally good> 

and too ,vifr to f uffer his heart to be 

. warped frmn the rules of duty and ho

nour by the arts of others, or the li

ctn fe of the times. 

" This is the letter Zodifki wrote to 

tbe King of Poland , wbile he \Nas con

fined by his vvound rn General Lu~ 

b
. ,.., ., 
ltl1!Kl S te_nt. 

,,, Srn.E,. 

" The tri.Bing fervices I liave had t!ic 

. good fortune to perform, I confide-red 

. as a debt which I owed to the bdt of 

1T1:1f:crs, and to my country : your Ma

. jd'-cy is pleafcd to over-rate thofe fe rvices. 

I 2.;11 prot1d to bear a badge of honour 

onferred upon me by 1ny Sover"'ign, 

which I thought a fufficien~ re\vard; but 

as your Nlaje!ty has been gracioufly 

•. pleafed to offer me a pen.Gan, I hope you 

rv1 4 will 
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will 21low me the liberty of faying, ~!tat if 
you will transfer it from me to my eldeft 
brother ( who has a family to fup
port) I fhall efteem it as the greaLefi: 
mark of my Sovereign's goodnefs and 
condefcenfion. I truft your Majefiy will 
pardon the prefumption of this re
queft-it is the laft favo11r I !hall ai1<: 
from your indulgence; for 1 no longer 
can pretend to ferve your l\1ajefl:y.
Difabled for life from fulfilling the du
ties of a foldier's ftation as I ought, it is 
impoffible for me fo keep my cornmif
fion in the army; I therefore beg }eave 
to refign ; and intreat your M3jefiy to 
believe, that in every place and every 
circumftance 1 ihall with pride recollect 
the marks I have received of your ap
probation, and feel that attachment, 
loyalty, and affection, which is due to 
fuch a King. 

" I have the honour to fubfcribe my
fd±; I 
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fc1(, v.;ith fentiments of profotmd refpe6t·., 

your l\18jefcy's dutiful and gratefol 

fubject, 
" ZonrsKr,"~ 

LETTER frcm Zoo1sKI 

To the Baron de L uzA NE. 

" THE death of your excellent fathe.;;, 

and the early age ~t which you fucceed 

to his ritle and eftate, renders it necef

fary for me to fupply his place as well as

I can, and to make ufc of, perhaps, more 

than a. brother's pri vikge jn directing 

your conduct. I am going to travel for 

* It is neceffary to :1.dJ, that the King-, highly 

pleafcd with the difintereiled conduct of Z odifki, 

feuled a con!iJerable penfion upon his brot..er's 

fami:y; fi ncc whi h time a wealthy uncle of liis 

(by the mother's fide) having had the mis fortu ne 

... to lofe an only fon, has adop ·ed Zodi fk i ~ bro

ther, who is now in very flvu1 i!h ing c1 cum

ftances. 
fe ver a] 



feveral months ; and though I leave yoa
under the roof of a tender mother, and 
with a wife preceptor ( w hofe _ age and 
learning rnuft induce you to refpeB: him) 
I cannot c_mit giving you a leffon of ad
vice, both · for your prefent and future 
conduct in life. I have hitherto Jud the 
fatisfaction to fee_ your young and docile 
1nind open to evtry good· impreffion. 
Your fi:riB: adherence to truth, your 
candour aml good-nature, cannot be 
too much commended. If your ardent 
fpirit has ever betrayed yon. into ftarts 
of paffion, your good fenfe always has 

. brought you back to mildnefs and reafon; 
. I, there.fore,<lo not work upon a ftubbo rn 
. tJil- it will, ~ am fore, repay me for 2.11 
. my care and labour. 

"The time will, ere. long, arrive, when 
you will be no more treated as a 
boy. I fee wirh anxiety, that on your 

·. , firft appearance i.n the great world you 
will be expofed to many dangers, · to 

which 



wEich the young, , credulous, 2.nd. ::frk:

ent muft ever be fubject:; .at:Jd the :high_er 

their rar1k in life, the 111ore. perilou3 

their fituation at that period of it whf;1 

there are k naves ready to plur,c!e: the 

unwary, temptatiOflS to affauk the 

weak , parafites to flat_ter the -..veal~hyo 

I do no t mean, my Theodore, to write 

you a fe rmon, or to be a harili m cni~or; I 

can make allowances for -the ardour and 

volatili ty of yot!th ; 1 know .that 111tn 

muH: be fubjrB: to paffions; but 1 WO l;1 ld 

h ave them alfo fu bjelt to reafon ; 2nd. 

on this I fhaJ.1 ground ,my. treatife. 

" In the firft place, I wiih you _to 

~vqid .idlenefs; many a you.ng perfori 

has been reined for want of occupation , , 

the mind gets into a ft~ te of dull inac

tivity, or turQS frc rn \vhat was per:;2ps 

its natural bias to ba.d ha bits. When . 
it is ufefully employed, a train of . rn if

fhief and 1niferies may be kept aloof. . 

~' I charge you -to b~ particolarly. cau- -
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"'rous in the choice of friends. I 1~ ;1 ow 
numbers of young men born with fhin 
ing talents., and calculated by nc:ture 
and education to make a difringuifl1ed 
figure in the world., who have funk in- 4 

to the meaneft of characters from the 
b:.d advice and exan1ple of worthlefs 
profligate friends. Affociate with the 
amiable; if they happen to be fenfible 
as well as g ood, fo mlich the better, but 
of the two I would prefer a good man 
to a brilliant companion. 

"\Vhen you are wi th men of learning, 
( which I hope you will think it your in
tereft to be whenever you have the op~ 
portunity) do not preforn e to talk upon 
topics which thty muft underft and far 
better than yourfelf. If you do, be 
affured you will in fa ll tbly betray you r 
ignorance, ar,·d be deemed a fool, or a 
pert forw'ard puppy; in one inHance 
they will regard y,m with pity, in the 
other with difgufl and contempt. 

" :t\1L.ch 
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"'Much may be learnt in the f(?cietyof 

men of letters and men of the world, by 

attending filently to their difcourfe_. If 

you are afked your opinion, give it with 

the modefi:y of a boy joined to the firm

nefs of a man. I would from this be 

underflood to mean that medium be

tween bafhfolnefs and boldnefs, which 

is recommendatory to every young per

fon. It is _difficult to fteef between 

the_fe two points ; and, perhaps, fome 

commerce with the world ( which is the 

beft fchool for manners) may be necef

fary to !hew a young man the difference 

between eafe and impudence-an open 

cheerful manner is pleafant in youth,, 

but forwardnefs and familiarity muft bG 

difagreeable. If you differ in fentiments 

with another, do net argue with vehe:

mence or infolence ; and if his opinions 

. feem to carry molt weight with then1, 

do not bluili to be convinced by you.r 

·difputantG 
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r (C Pay a particula; deferen-ce to perfons 

-who are- older than yourfclf; compaf-
flonate age ancl infirmity; the aged in 

_·their turn will 1nake allowance-s for -the 
_ffiifrakes of the ignorant :and young. · 
J{_eceive advice with .attention, reproof 
-v,·ithouf petulance, and Jicde difappoint
, merits withoi.1t violent chagrin. '/·/ e muH: 
a11 meet -with vexations, for life will be 

, chequered both with frorms -and funiliine. 
vVe are born with paffions, and though 
j s eafy to talk of fl:oi.cal indifference, 

~it is not fo eafy to fubdue n2.tural incli-
nat1-0ns; I muft foppofe you to have the 

-.feelings of a man, but I would have you 
learn to control rhem, and while you fed 

,.the force of paffion, be equal to the tafk 
· •-of fubduing it by the power of principle. 

" I wirn vou to be neither a coxcomb 
, or a t1oven-the fid1: is unworthy a n-1an 
of fehfe, the ether renders him difgufr

::ing to· delic1cy. To be neat in your 
;perfon is ccmmendabk; ~nd it is as par-' 

tic.ular, 
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1:icular, ~~d often not lefs affected, to be 

out of the fafh' on, as to be in the ex

treme of it; appear therefore like other 

young n1en of your O\Vn rank, as far as 

1nay be conGftent ,vith man_linefs and_ 

fenfe, but a void all abfurdities of drefs. 

" Be dutiful and affectionate to your· 

mother; ren1em be how much Y<?ll owe · 

to a parent, and treat her with the re

fpect of a fon, and the confid~nce of ~ 

friend ; be kind ,rnd · obliging to your 

relations, and ferve them when you can. 

Be, as I before faid, cautlous in the inti

macies you form., but · fteady in your 

friendH1ip w ~en you are f ure it is well 

founded. .Do not liften to the voice ot · 
fla ttery; and do .not arrogate any m·e6t 

to yourfelf, becaufe .you h~pen· to be · 

born a man of rank. and for.tune~- - I ' 

know not any advantage a _perfon of 
fu perior rank has, fo importa1~t ·to fo·- _ 

-ciety as the good example he may give. 

to others., whi'ch wears· rriore· eclat froni . 

. 2 . elev.~uecl 
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elevated fration than it would have in 
an humbler walk of life; and the beft 
thing that attends fortune is the power 
of contributing to the happinefs or corn-
fort of others. , 

" Do not defpife your inferiors-on 
t_he contrary, re.member that civility is 
due to all ranks of people, and do by 
them as you would be done by. Think 
how galling it mufl: be to a feeling mind 
to bear the fupercilious impertinent 
frown of a man, who, though n1any 
i~e..ps higher on ambition's ladder, may 
l;>e very inferior in mental qualities to 
him whom he treats with fcorn. In my 
opinion, it is n0t only tyranny, but the 
c;erta-in rn~k of a contracted mind, for a 
great man to .treat a perfon ill who dares 
not refent it, I think i.t is like treading 
on a worm., becaufe you know it can 
:neither hurt you nor defend itfdf.-
But your's is not a little mind, my 
Theodore., and .it is a humane one -- ; 

I there-
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. IT therefore will not affront you by faying 

more on a mode of conduct that only 

·fuits the proud or narrow-minded, who 

can fport with the feelings of a depen

-dant, or defpife the poor; for I have 

-obferved ycu kind to your fervants, civil 

to tradefmen, and generous to the in-

0digent. 
" I will now fpeak of thofe follies to 

~which -young men are liable, either 

~from their own inclinations or the bad 

;- example of others. :T n early life we 

:look fo~ amufement, and pleafure pre

·fents-itreif in. a variety of forms> before 

·young people can well difcriminate be -.. 
:tween what is allowable .and what is 

''Otherwife-. A quick fancy . and ,vann 

paffions hurry thern very often into the 

·~vortex of diffipation, and they frequent7 

.ly £nd the . bad effects of libertiklifrn 

·wheri · it is too late· .to recal the tirne 

n1ifpent; but loft friends:, -' .injured ,repu-

1tation, and r~ined health, will t~t;n be 

VoL . .I. N fubjecL 
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-fubjecls of regret, if they reflecl: at-a.11.. 
I have often been furprized to hear men 

1h2.bituate themfelves to f wearing, till 
· they forget the 1neaning of the words 
they f peak, and make ufe of them 
merely as expletives. Such a practice> 

-in my rnind, does not become a gentle-
1nan or a man of fenfe : every. black-

. guard can fwear, thoug1,1 he , cannot alt 
the gentleman ; why then ··are .we to 
pay fo bad a c0111pliment to our under
ftan<lings as to put · them . on a level 
with the loweft. capacities in this vulgar 

,.inftance ? 
· " I am told there are fome · alfo who 

will degrade tbemfelves by ' holdiDg 
-converfation of the !owe.ft kind, and 
· fubftituting buffoonery and grofs ex-
preffions for wit. This aftoniibes ~eo 
· Why fhould th~ hilarity of a facial meet
. ing produce <lifcourfe .among gentlemen 
· that would be found in the next ale
: boufe ? Believe me, he who -accuftoms 

himfe:lf 
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·--.hirnfelf to converfe like a libertine or a. 

free t~inker, will be apt to live like one, 
and pracrife the . vices he blufhes not to 
talk of. 

" Wine rnay betray men into much 
inconfr(l:ency and folly, if they fuffer it 
to degrade their reafon, till they.are on a 

. level with the brutes ; beware therefore 
of hard drinking; it debafes the mind, 
and is i~juripus to .the· confritution. 

" Garning is fo pernicious in its con. 
· fequences, and fo baneful to repofe, that . 

I think you will never be a gamefrer
the faro table .and the turf are replete 
with mifchief-.the winner, , after many 
hours of anxiety, enriches himfeJf with · 

another's property only to rifk it again
the lofer carries to ~is pillow thofe ago-

, pies that fpring froni. [elf-created mis
: fortune, ·which, perhaps, involves his 

' · family in diftrefs, if not in abfolute 
. 

·nun. 

·" I n·~w .come to the admiration of 
N 2 women. 
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·women. It is natural for every man of 
.tafte or feeling to be fenfible of the at
tractive charms that :belong .to ·every 
beautiful and elegant woman -; l;lut weak 
1ndeed mufl:-he be who does not wifh for 
fomething n1ore than a pitture, which 
fades beneath the hand of time. A cap
tivating face has often been the mafk to 

,conceal much deformity of mind. I 
.grant that beauty is a letter -of recom-
1nendation which ·we are all -defirous of 
perufing; but we muft not trut1 to its 
'fincerity. I know .by painful experience 
how wrong -it is, my dear brother, to 
place great .confidence in appearances; 
and a decided beauty is _too n1uch in 
love with herfelf to be -content without 
a train of admirers. 

· cc Cruelty .. is fo reptJgnant to ·yout 
·nature that I .need rcarcely warn you 
.againft the ,crime of [eduction ; you 
·cannot wifh to poifon the -happinefs of 
.. another, "/or to :rob her of the -dfeem that 

.fhe 
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:ffie may have held in the opinion of the 

world. It is an act of treachery that 

you can never atone for to the unhappy 

object of your licentious paffion. I 
hope I do not reafon too . much like a 

philofopher in. faying this-I furely 

fpeak the fentiments only of a man of 

ho1 mir. Avoid the acquaintan'.::e of 

irnmoral women, as much as the diC

cour!e of profligate men. The fo~iety 

of thi: virtuous part of the fex polifhes 

the manners and improves the mind, 

_ but that of won;en, who . are a difgrace 

to their frx, renders n1en awkward in 

the comp:my of the virtuous., awed by 

their fuperiority, embarra!fed by their 

civility,, and afr:::id of their obfervations. 

vVhen you rneet with a woman. who1n 

you are certain is worthy of your affec

tion, one whofe temper accords with. 

/ your own, whofe manners are gentle, . 

an<l w hofe converfation is pkafant, 

think he~· a prize worth obtaining, . even 

N 3. if 



if fhe brings no dower but her merit~-. 
I could \V1 th you to marry one vvho 13 
your eqital; but · we feldom can find 
every thing we wiib united 'in the fan1e 
perfon, therefore . if f1re is by bfrth a 
gentlewoman, and by education fitted to , 
be your companion, rejoice that you can · 
afford to pleafr yourfelf, and . think it · 
is no di:fgrace to your · hereditary gran
deur to elevate fuch a woman to the 
rank of :Baronefs de Luzane. I would , 
jnfinittly rather fee you married · to a 
private perfon than to a firie lady or a • 
wit; the one thinks hcrfelf entitled to 
figure away in the gay world, on the 
idle pretence that-- her hufband can af
ford it, and it is neceifary for his dignity . 
that frre fhould n1ake a-n appearance 
fuitab1e to- the fphere in which fortune 
has placed her·; fhe therefore· plunges 
into the ftream of failiion, and li vcs 
for the world rather than for her 
hufband ; the. other feeds upon the 

misfortunes, .. 



[ 183 ] 

nrisfortunes, weakneifes, and errors of 

others-not even the name of relation . 

or friend can check the malignant whif

p-ers of the wit-fhe afI1.ffinates reputa

tion, fows diff'enGon, betrays the credu

lous, and ridicules the fage; no one is fe

cure againft her baneful influence -; ihe is·, 

like the upah tree, deftruB:i veto all who 

come within her reach; and this-is done 

for the fak~ of amuGng herfolf at the ex- . 

pence of others; for the vain glory of be

ing a wit and an agreeable companion . . 

"Tk femme oreciufr I ·alfo think is 
... 

beft in her own circle of female idolaters, 

who offer inccnfe · to- the ihrine of her 

fuperior learaing. A woman of this 

ftamp cannot defcend from her altitudes 

to the common offices of .a good wife 

and attentive mother. lf ihe affociates 

with her huiband, perhaps· ilie contends 

with him on knotty points . of lea~_ning 

tint are beyond her reach, pretends to , 

move before hi1n in the paths of fci-

N 4 . ence, . 
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ence, difcourfes upon politics, decides 
upon parr,phlets~ fets up for a reformer 
or a Stoic, and when fbe would be_ a_ 
female Socrates, becomes a ·Xantippe. 

" From a female politician I always 
turn v.rith difgu.ft. \V hy will women ftep 
out of their own characters ? I admire -
fenfible intelligent beings,. whatever 
their fex 1nay be ; but I abhor affeB:a- • 
tion, and would have women confined: 
to their own province, exercifing the-
n1ild virtues that belong to domtftic 
life. If they have geni'L1s let them cul
tivate it} let them improve their minds 
by reading; but a female pLilofopher, 
a difput2.nt in petticoats, i~ a copceired 
mafculine character that does not f uic. 
n1y t2.fte. 

" I need not go farther- you. are too 
young for me to rhink i_t neceffary now 
to tell you the duties of a hufband or a 
p'1rent; and when you arrive at thufe 
ch-uaders, the recollection of what your 

own 
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own father's c;:onduct was fo dome!l:ic 
life will be an ur.erring rule for you to 

follow. 
" I will now give you a few more 

general rules for your firft fetting out in 
the world. I particufa:ly beg you to 
be fcrupuloufly attent~ve to the pay

ment of your debt5, ancl I ad vife you 
to be exact in your ac :on1pts~ It is a 

great advantage to erery 1nan ( what
ever his ftation in life 1nay be) to 

know the fituation of his own circu1n
ftances, and underft2.nd how to manage 

for himfelf, that in cafe of any e1ner

gency he may be his own fteward; be
fides this, if a perfon cannot early bear 
the trouble of bufinefs, . and habituate 

himfelf to it, he will be apt co fink into • 
a n1ere man of pleajure, the moft infigni ... 
ficant character in life, and which the · 
meanerr capacity is equal to, whether it 
be in the form of a fine gentleman, a. 

bon. v.ivant, or a f portfrnan. Excefs is 
equally: 
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equally to be avoided, whether in the · 
pur.fuit _of fafhionable amufernents, the · 
fox chace, or the feafr. 

" I counrel you again-ft prodigality; 
Though l deteft p.arfimony, I know the 
difference between liberality and extra
vagance, and a1n convinced (hat many, a 
boy, who in reality was merely prudent, 
has been laughed out of his difrretion 
by the raillery of his . companions, and in 
the end ruined, fro1n a falfe. il1ame of 
not c.1oing the fame as others, . who per
haps had thrice his fortune; for ridicule ·· 
acts 'ike· a potent fpell upon the mind of · 
youth, and boys are apt . to think it is 
manly to drink, f wear, and fpend their 
n1oney freely, becaufe others that are · 
called lads of jpirit do fo. 

" It may. perhaps not become me to 
counfel you againft duelling-there are 
occafions, I too well know, when pati• 
ence and forbearance cannot remain in
habitants of an honourable bofom -

t herP.-. 
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there are fome wrongs that fhould not 

tamdy be fubtT1itted to, others that 

nature cannot endure ; but when I fee 

b Jys ready to aim at each other's life on 

evefy frivobus occafion, prcftituting the 
i· • . r, h . .d 

name: c: . ,10r:our to grati.y t .e;r pn~ e; 

tp t ir paffion1 or - their caprice, I own 

my blood boils with indjgnation at a 

f.hew of courage in fo mean a caufe. 

" A-nd now, my dear Theodore, I 

h~ve nothing more to add, but to enforce 

thoie on ncioles which have al-ready been. 
l 1 

·inculcated fo fhongly in your mind, that 

it is fcarce neceffarv-for me to act as an 
J 

auxiliary to their eff~a. 
"I ihould in the former ,part of this ler .. 

ter have mentioned religion, had I not 

known that your young mind was early 

ftored wi;h thofe precepts that make 

the life of a Chr1ftian refpecl:able, and 

his death happy. The frntiments you 

h;:ve imbibed of reverential- love for 

y~:rn.r. Divine Maker, and charity for -
rnankind.-, , 



[ 188 J 
rnankind, leave me no doubt that yom 
will act up to that character I wi1b you 
to bear.. Chriftianity will fupport yo1.1 
jn every diftrefs, in every difficulty, and 
make you an honour to your country 
and your friends. I trurt that the man
ner in which you have been brought up 
has rendered your principles firm as 
adamant, and not to be fhaken by bad· 
advice or example. I am fure your 
underftanding is too good for you to 
conform to any thing that is vvrong,. 
becaufe it is the fajhion ; weak muft that 

· · mind be which leans to abfurdicy from 
fuch a fooiiib caufe. Let the worfhip
pers of fafhion fneer and laugh-it is no .) 

· -want of courage to bear the feeble arrows • of ridicule, which never fail to recoil on 
the perfon who drew the bow. 

" Loyalty to your king, and love to 
your country, I need not, , I think, recorn
rriend to the fon of a .man who was zea
lou.fly attached to both. 

" ln. 
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" In polii.ics be confiftent, firm, 'but 

·n1odtrate. Let no party prejudices 

~render ·you unjuft, no .private pique 

-render you illiberal. Support your opi-

nions with manly fpirit, but preferve 

.your ten:per. 
" And now, my dear Theodore, 1 

~have got to the end of my admonitions .; 

jf they pr?ve ufeful to you in the fmalleft 

· degree, I ihall _ rejoice mofr fincerely

,at all even.ts I :f11all have the .fatisfatl:ion 

of reflec1:ing, that I have endeavoured 

;to advife .you well, according to the beft 

, of my abilities. 

<tc Your affeB:ionate friend 

·" .. and-brother, 

. (C -ZODISKI.'J , 

'Thus .. end the papers · fent to me by 

:.Madame de .Luzane, which will make 

8 ·you, 
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:you, my dear M adam, thorough1y-e.c
quainted with Zod1 fki, whofe name 
will be frequently repeated .. in the me
moirs of my life, to which it is now 
time for me to return ; I will the re fore 
purf ue the thread of a fad narrative., 

,·:SND OP THE .FIRST VOLUM.Eo 
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